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LIST OF PAPERS

‘RELATIVE TO

THE SLAVE TRADE.

 

‘No, . Page.

1, Viscount CastlereaghtoThomas Gregory, Esq.
His Majesty's Commissary Judge atSiem } orig Office, 19 Feb, 1819 — 1
Leone.

TInclosure,—-Commissionfor a British Commis-“
sary Judge, a Commissioner of Arbitration,
and a Secretary or Registrar, ‘to reside at Si-

- erra Leone, under the Treaty signed at Ma-
‘drid on the 23d of September 1817, between
His Majesty and the Catholic King, for pre-
yenting illicit trafficiu Slaves,  —

%. Viscount Casflereagh to Edward Fitzgerald,
Esq. His Majesty's Commissioner of ani}
‘tration-at Sierra Leone. _

:3. Under Secretary of State to Daniel Molloy
Hamitton, Esq. Registrar at Sierra Leone }—— 29 Feb, —— — 7

-4, Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Com-
missioners at Sierra Leone, under the Trea-|
ties ‘with Foreign PowersforPreventing the
illegal trafficin Slaves. _

Inclosure—Tnterrogatories for the use of re}

 

——— ee Od Feb, ———- —ibid,

. British Commissioners to be administered to
‘the witnesses belongingte the vessel taken

5. Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty’s Com->
‘missioners at Sierra Leone, Rio de Janeiro,| —--—— 19 Feb. —— — 12 

‘and the Havannah —_ —_J

‘6. Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Com-
‘issiouers at Sierra Leone = —! 20 Feb. ™ 13

Juclosure.—Alvara of His Most Faithful Ma-} Rio de Janeiro, 26 Jan 1818 —ibid.

_ jesty — _ _ , . °
Translation of ditto — _ _ _ _ — 416

7. Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Com- oo " -soistonere at Sitka Leone wo m}Foreign Office, 20Feb. 1819 — 20

Tnclosuresz—- —-
Memoranda for the guidance of the Com.

anissions appointed for -earrying into effect
the Treaties for the abolition of the Slave
"Trade" — ns ~

Form of Declaration of the state of the vessel} _ _ — 93
at the time ofcaptare _ _ :

Form of Certificate to be given to the Mowry _ _ — 24
ofa-vessel captured = - “

Form ot Certificate of the necessity of fist —_ _ — ibid
embarking Slaves from a captured vessel °

Form -of proceeding and steps to be taken ony _ _ — 2%
carrival-in port —~ _ -

on _ ~— ibid,
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sioners at’Sierra Leone _
‘6 Feb.

u

No. Co.
~Foht of Monitibn =~ =~ ~ _ _ —
Form of Oath to Interpreter. ~— _ _ on

-~Form of Oath to witnesses ~ _—_ ~ ~~

Form of Compulsory =— anne ons ms ~~

~Form ofAllegation _ _ — — ~

.-Formof Clair. mo ~ -_ _

Form of Affidavit to annex to ditto — _ _ —

--Form of Act of Court decreeingMonition to _
proceed to Adjudication ~_ a “~

Form of Monition to proceed to Adjudication —~ _ _ ~—

Form for a Decree where the..Commisaa re
Judges do not agree if thesentence theyavfh _ os
to pronounce =—

Form for a Decree ofCondemnation — _ _

Form for a Decree of Restitution — _ — —

Form for a Decree where further proot is di-
rected to be made — — _ =

Forni of Comthission of Inspection — me _ ‘ne

Form of a Registrar's Report _ _ —- _
Form of a Commission of Appraisementwa Sale ~_ a,

8. Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's ; som le pee
.. missioners at Sierra Leone = mCom.¥ForeignOiffice, “3 Apel F819

Tnclosure iin ditto _ _ ee —
Translation of ditto  — —, _ “at om

9. Viscount Castlereagh to His Majes ‘ Com- _ “nr :
.+ _ missioners ut Sierra Leone ~ 7 =} 4 June _ 1819.

| % Thomas Gregory, EsEsq. to Viscount Castle:le Sierra Leone, 21 June 1819

AL Th G Vi -Y - .me; iregorys:Esq.to iscpunt Castle. 24 hily 1819

“Incfosure,—Case ofthe Spanishship Josefa ~ . —_ :

12 His Majesty's Commissioners to VistountCas- ,t deneh oo _ ZT 24 Suly 1819
‘13, His Majesty's Commissioners and Registrarto ,

_r=Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. oo a July 1819
“44. Themeh, a | Eeq. to Viscount Castle , : #3 ‘Aug. “4br9

Tuclosnre.—B.M. Kelly, ‘Esq. toThos,Gre- . . .
2 gory, Esq: His Majesty's Principal Coynmis- ShipPheasant, - 20 Aug... 1819.

: sioner of the Mixed Commission2 SierraLeone , -

15, Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commis- a) tern
sioners at Sierra Leone 3 ay it} ore Office, 38Nov, J 819

" Inclosures:—= ; So
++, Count Palmella to ViscountCastlereagh | _—.London, : 29.Oct.. 1819

; Translation of ditto _ —. _ mame

.* Viscount Castlereagh to Count de Palmella _- Foreign ‘Office, “18 Nov. '. 1819

16, Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty’s Commis- 30 De 1819,
sioners at Sierra Leone a =} 30 Dec. 1819 .

Inclosurein ditto _ _  — me ‘—e

17. Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commis-
. sioners at Sierra Leone —} =.
18. Viscount Castlercagh to His Majesty's:Commis- on a

sioners atSierreLeone yeety ~}——— 4 Jan, 1820.
Inclosure in ditto —— ne _ ~_ — i

19, Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commis-]_. .
‘sioners atSierra Leone - a ~j——- 16Jan, 1829,

Inclosurein ditto - ~— — | -.

20. Viscount Castlereagh to His‘Majesty'sCommie- .

io 5}

— ibid,

im 53

vo did,

om 4

seme §5

— 57

"ibid,
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aThomas er Faq. to Viscount Cols}Sierra Leone,
’ yeagh, _

Jaclosures:— 1 .

Case of theN.S. de taRegle _ -_  —_

Proceedings of the Mixed Commission at Sierra
Leone, relative to the N.S. de la Regh — ;

Don José Camps to Thomas Gregory, Esq. oo

and EdwardFitzgerald, Esq. <j

Case of the Spanish Schooner the Fabiana, __
Juan Garcia, Master. —

Recapitujation of Evidence on the case of the}
Spae schooner theFabiana

Proceedings of the Mixed Commissionrelative}
to the Spanish schooner, Fabiana --

os en

- 22, His Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Cas.
tlereagh, K. G. —_ os on

23. HisMajesty’ Comsalssioners toViscount Our}
tlereagh, K

24, His Majesty's Conmistionen toViscount Co}
tlereagh, K. G. _

 

%. *Phomas Gregory, Esq.|to ViscountHtCaleregh,*}
K.G. .

Inclosutes:-—"
Case ofthe schooner theCintra, Juan Duponys }
Master, captuted under Portuguese colours 5 “~

Caseof the Spanish schooner, the Juanita,J,}-
B, Nunez, Master _ se Z

Case of the schooner, the Virginie, B. Canez,
a Frenchman, Master,captured under eb

therland colours — -

Case of the Dutch schoonerElica, Jobo Dis-
: combe, Master — —

%,ThomasGregory, Faq. to Viscount3Caneeag,2
We

 

« if Jnelosures:—
Declaration of Captain Strong,relative to‘hep ee
_.peizure of the Spanish schooner, Esperanza
Case of the Spanish schooner the Keperanes,}__ _
Pedro MartinPucx, Master —~ =—-

21.: Viscount.Gastlereagh to HIHis Majesty's$ Commis.i} Foreign (fice,
siovers at Sierra ao

28.Thome Gregory, Eq.| to‘Viscount Castlereagh,e}Sierra Leone,

estra Senora de las Nieves, alias Voladora,
+ Jaclosure.—Case of the Spanish orVotan}

Francisco Lopez, Master = — _

20. Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty’s Com-mi Foreign Office,
. missioners at Sitrra Leone =—

30, Thomas Grego - to Viscount Castle-) «.
reagh, K. G."Ys Enq ~ } SierraLeone,

Inclosure:—-Case of the schooner; the Fran-
cisco, Francisco Onez,Master, sailing onder} —
Spanish-colours =—

3. ThomasGregory, Eq. to Viscount Cantley -
reagh, K. G,

Inclosure :—-Case of the brig,Marie, Francis
Vigne, Master, captured under Netherland >— _

‘colours _

32. His Majesty's8Comminionerto‘Viscount =}
dereagh, K —_ _ .

10Oct..

"10 Oct,

| 12 Nov.|

27Nov,

30 Nov.

| 27March
8 Jan.

29Mareh

20 Feb,

21 Feb,

95 Feb.,

1819

192

—

—ibid.

we ~74

— ibid,
a"

0 — 376

—ibid

— 7

— $8)
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iv

No
* Inclosures::— a .
Gase of the Portuguse schooner, the Nova
. Felicidade,Autonio Ivaguim da Trinidade, _ * —_ —

Master : _ own,

Gase of the achooner, St. Salvador, Antonio
José Alvarez, Master, ‘captured|under Portu >— ~ _
‘guese colours — _~ .

_ Answers to Special Interrogatoriesesput toPopo, } __
otherwise Will Carr

_ Copy of a Letter tromf. c. Greene to Mr.
--Fletcher oo _ — _

38, awGregory, Eiaq.|toViscountatCatereagh,2 sem Leone, 20 March
oN,

‘Mariano Carbo, Master, captured under
_ Spanish colours — _ _ .

34, His Majesty’¢ Commissioners to Viscount Cas. 6M
tlereagh,K. G. - —s* nee ay

85. Thomas Gregory, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, }
K..G. _— — _ —

Inclosure +—Case of the schooner, acer}

27 June

Inclosure:—Case of the schooner, St. Salva-
dor, Antonio José Alvarez, Master, captured _ —
amder Portuguese colours-§ =— _

36. His Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Cas-

1820

 tlereagh, K. tu. — — —

.87. Viscount-Castlereagh to Thomas Gregory, Esq.. Foreign Office, 30 Nov.

38 Viscount.‘Cusitsreagh |to Edward Gregary, Esq.
1819
 

39. me Gregory, Hag.totoVitcoutit Castlereagh,+}Siena|Leone, 6 Nov,‘

“Inclosure:—Case of the Spanish schooner,
Neustra Senora deMonteerrate, Isidro de : _ —
Urioste, Master — — ef

AD. ViscountCastlereagh to His Majesty's Commis-
 sioners at Sierra Leone _ is” } Foreoreign Office, 10 Sept.

41; Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commis-
sioners at Sierra Leone, Huvannah,Sl
jam, and Rio deJaneirg

_ Inclosusein ditto _ : es

A2, Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Com-,
missioners at Sierra Leone, Surinam, the
Harannah,and Kio de Janeiro, and also to

_ His Majesty's Anibassadors at Madrid and
Brussels, and toHisMajesty’s*Envoyat Rio
de Janeiro, .

43. Toseph Planta,jun.Bag to Henry Goulburn,
Esq. .

24 Sent.

16 Nov. 

a28 Nev.

1820:

ane 83

— 100
ibid,

— 101

Mem. The Notes referred toin No.20, will be foundin theCorrespondence
with His Majesty’s Embassy iin the Netherlands.



PAPERS

RELATIVE TO

THE SLAVE TRADE.

 
 

Nea. 1.

Piscount Castlereagh ta Thomas Gregory Esq. His Majesty's Commissary

Judge.atSierra Leone.

Sr, . Horeign Office, February 19, 1819. -

BIS Royal Highness The.Prince Regent, acting in the name and on the
behalf of His Majesty, has been pleased to appoint ycu to be His Ma-

jesty’s Commissary Judge to the mixed English and Spanish Commission, to
be established at Sierra Leone, under the Treaty between Great Britain and
‘Spain, for preventing the illegal Traffic in Slaves, signed at Madrid, on the
23d ofSeptember 1817, and pursuant to the Act of Parliament passed in the
58th year of His Majesty’s reign, for carrying that Treaty into effect.
Thave the honour to send you herewith His Royal Highness’s Commis-

sion, appointing you to Be His Majesty's Commissary Judge’; Edward Fitz-
gerald, Esq. to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration ; and Daniel
Molloy Hamilton, Esq. to be His Majesty’s Registrar, to the Board of Com-
anission aforesaid.
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I send you likewise a copy of the Additional Article to the Treaty between
Great Britain and Spain, of the 5th July 1814, containing a stipulation on
the subject of the Traffic in Slaves; and also copies of the Treaty of the 234
September 1817,* and of the Act ofParliament referred to. You will consider
these documents as laying down the general basis and rule of your conduct
in the charaeter to which His Royal Highness has been pleased to appoint
ou.

y One of His Majesty's vessels will be in readiness te convey you forthwith
to Sierra Leone, so that no time may be lost in commencing the operations
-of this Commission.

His Catholic Majesty has nominated Dr. Santiago Janama, His Consul at
Amsterdam, to be His CommissaryJudge atSierra, Leone under the Treaty
in question; and Dr. Juan Camps, late Spanish Consul in Africa, to be
His Commissioner ofArbitration. .
‘The vessei which carries you out will receive orders to touch at Cadiz to

take up these gentlemen, and convey them together with you to Sierra Leone,
Upon your arrival at that place you will communicate 10. Mr. Fitzge-

rald His Royal Highness’s Commission, together with the present dispatch
and its several other inclosures. They are intended, as well as the other in-

.

- structions which I may address to you under this head, equally for that gen-
aleman and yourself. .

You will yourselves take, in proper form, the oath prescribed, and administer
to Mr. Hamilton (the Registrar) the oath prescribed for him. You will
confer with the Spanish Officers already referred to ; and, ascertaining that
their Commission is proper in: form and in substance, you will agree with
them upon the most eligible course to be pursued, in respect to entering upon
the duties of the Commission entrusted to your care, and you will forthwith
enter upon them accordingly. .

Although His Royal Highness is confident, from your approved integrity
and discretion, that you will proceed in the adjudication and arbitration
upon the fairest and most honourable principles, and without pressing too
far any doubtful points; yet, for the clearer manifestation of the. spirit with
which He has been actuated in concluding the said Treaty, He is pleased to
signify te you His special command, that, throughout the whole of the func-._
tions respectively entrusted to you and to Mr. Fitzgerald, you should be care-
ful not to lose sight of your judicial character, and should uniforinly en-
dcavour to combine a fair and conscientous zeal for the prevention of the illegal
Traffic in Slaves, with the maintenance of the strictest justice towards the
arties concerned, and with the promotion of a spirit of conciliation and

harmony between His Majesty’s subjects, and those ofThe King of Spain.
His Royal Highness has further commanded, that you shall from time ‘to

dime transmit to this office an account of your proceedings, in letters addressed
to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State fer Foreign Affairs, and that
has shall conform to such further instructions and directions as you may
hereafter receive from Him.

Tam, &&.
_ (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

Thomas Gregory, Esq.

_* These papers are already beture Patliament, —_
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(Znclosure in No.1.)

Comniissionfor a British CommissaryJudge, a Commissioner of Arvitra-

dion, and a Secretary or Registrar, to reside at Sierra Leone, under the’

Preaty signed at Madrid on the 23d September 1817, between His Majesty

wand.the Catholic King, forpreventing illicit Trafic in Slaves.

 

In the Name'andon the Behalfof His Majesty.

{L.S.) ‘GEORGE P. R.

‘GEORGEtheThird, ‘by the grace of God, King of the United Kingdom
«ot Great Britain and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, King of Hanover, &c.
&c. &e. To all and singular to whom these presents shall comé, greeting:
‘Whereas by a Treaty concluded at Madrid on the ‘twenty-third day of Sep-
tember 1817, between Us and His Catholic Majesty, for preventing our re-
“spective subjects from engaging in any illicit’Traffic in Slaves,. it is, amongst
-other things, stipulated and agreed, that in order to bring to adjudication, with
the least delay and inconverience, thevesselswhich may be detained for having
deen engaged in an illicit Traffic in Slaves, there shall be established, within
the space of a year at furthest, from the exchange of ‘the ratifications of the
~said Treat , two Mixed Commissions, formed ofan equal number ef indivi-
‘duals of the two nations, named for that purpose by their respective Sove-.

. veigns, and that these Commissions shall reside, one in a possession to Us
Delonging, the other within the Territories of His Catholic Majesty. One
-of which Commissions is stipulated by the said Treaty to be always held
upon the coast of Africa, and the other in one of the colonial possessions of
His Catholic Majesty : And it was by the said Treaty further stipulated and
-agreed, that the said Commissions should judge the causes submitted to them:
without appeal, and accerding to the regulations and instructions anrexed to
the saidTreaty, ef which they should be considered as an integral part.
And whereas it was, by the said regulations annexed to the said Treaty,
“amongst other things provided, that the said Mixed Commissions should be’
“composed in the following manner, that is to say, that We and His Ca-
tholic Majesty shouldeach of us name a Commissary Judge and a Com-
‘missioner of Arbitration, whe should be authorized to hear and decide, with-
‘out appeal, all cases of capture of Slave vessels which, im pursuance of the
stipulations of the said Treaty, might be laid ‘before them, and that there.
should be attached to each Commission, a Seeretary or Registrar, appointed by
the Sovereign of the country in which the Commission might reside: and
whereas, by an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 58th year of
Our Reign, intituled, “An Act +o carry into execution a Treaty made’
between His Majesty and the King of Spain, for the preventing traffic
in Slaves,” it is, amongst other things enacted, that it shall be lawful for Us,
by any Warrant under Our Royal Sign Manual, countersigned by one of
our principal ‘Secretaries of State for the time being, to appoint such
Commissary Judges and Commissioners of Arbitration as are in and by the
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said Treaty and Regulations thereunto annexed, mentioned to be appointed.
by Us; and such Commissaty Judges and Coititnissioners are thereby autho-
rized and empowered to examine and decide all such cases of detention, cape.

tures and seizures of yessels and their cargoes detained, seized, taken, or ca
tuted dhder the sald Treaty, or Nistiiictions or Regulations, as are by the said
Treaty} Instruction, arid Revulations, and by that Act made subject, to.
their jurisdiction, and to. 1oceed therein, and give such judgments, and
dake Sich orders thertin, atid do all other atts, matters, and things ap-
pertaining thereto, agréeably td the provisions of the said Treaty, and.
the Instructions and Regulations annexéd thercto, as fully. and effectu-
ally, to all intents and purposes, as if special powers and authorities for
that purpose were specifically and particularly inserted and given in re-
lation thereto in the said Act: And it was thereby further, amongst other
things, enacted, that it should be lawful for the said Commissary Judges, or
either of them, and they are thereby respectively empowered, to administer
oaths to, and take the depositions of all parties, witnesses, and other persons
who may come or be brought before them to be examined, or for the pur- .

se ofdeposing, in the course of any procecding, before the said Commissary
Sadges, or before the said Commissary Judges and the Commissioner of Arbi-
tration, in the cases in which such Commissioners of Arbitration shall act
with the said Coinitiissary Judges under the said Treaty, Instructions, or Re-
gilations, or that Act; arid that it should also be lawfal for the saidCom-
missar: Sat ods,‘or for the said Commissary Judges ted’Cominissioners ofAr-
bitration, ¥n thecases aforesaid, tosumimon befoie them alll persoris whom they .
may deem it necessary oF proper to exainine in elation to‘any suit, proceell
jag, or thatter ‘or'thing uqdér their cognizancé, and ‘to setid for and issue pre-

_ Septs for the prédacing’ofall sich papérs as may relate ‘to ‘the miatters ‘in ques-
tion 'belote ‘thein, and to éaforce all such suininionsés, orders, and precepts by
such‘and Iike ‘nieans, ‘polvérs, ‘aiid duthorities as any'Court of Vice-Admiralty
may'do: ‘Now know’yé, thit we, reposiiig especial ‘trust und confidence’ in
the ‘approved learping, wisdoin, aiid fidelity of ‘stir ‘trusty and ‘well-beloved
Thomas Grégory,‘Baguite, ‘aad of ciir‘trusty arid well beloved Edward Fitz-
Gérald, Esquire, have naihed, wiade, constituted, and appdinted,as we'do-by |
theseptesénts hame, make, constitute and appoint our'said trusty and well-be- .
Jove Thomas Gréi ory,Esq.tobe our Coniimissary Judge, and oursaid'trusty
and well-beloved Edward Fitz-Gerald, Esquire, to ‘be otir-Comitissioner of
Arbrtration, under aiid pursuarit tothe said Treaty and Act of ‘Parliamerit,
to meéet theComimissary Judge ‘and Comimissionér of Arbitration appointed
ortobeappointed by ‘His ‘Catholic’ Majesty, at our ‘Possession ot Settle-_
meut of Sierra Leone, on the Coast ofAfrica, there to be resident with them,
ard ‘to ‘form a Mixed‘Cominission, aecording to the stipulations of the said
Treaty, for the adjudication of all ‘such causes as shall be submitted to the
said Commission under’ the ‘said Treaty, and according to the Regula-
tionsand Instructions thereto annexed: And we do hereby give and grant'to
our saidCommissary Judge andCommissioner of Arbitration jointly, in all
cases in which they shall or may, by the regulations annexedto’the said
Treaty be required or directed ‘to act together, and severally, in all
‘cases in which eithér of them shall or may bythe said regulationsbe re-
quired’or dirceted toact separately from tbeother, ‘full power and authority
to examine and decide ‘allsuch cases ofdetention, capturcs and seizures of -
vessc}s and their. cargoes, détained, seized, takea, or captured under the
said Treaty, or Instiuctions and Regulations, as are ‘by the said Treaty,
Instructions, and Reguiations, and by ‘the said “Act of Parliament, made
subject to the jurisdiction 6fthe’ Conimissary Judges and Commissioners ot'
Arbitration: respectively, tube’by’ Usappointéd, and to proceed in all such

. Casés, and ‘give such judgments, and make such ordérs therein, anddo all such’
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cather acts, matters, and things appertaining thereto, agreeablyto the provisions
‘of the said Treaty, and the nstructions and Regulations annexed thereto, .as_
fully and effectually, to all intents and purposes, as if special Powers and,
Authorities for all‘and-eyery such purposes were specifically and particularly .
inserted and given ‘herein in relation thereto, And-wedo hereby -further-.
ive and grant to our said Commissary Judge, and-our said Commissioner of...

Arbitration, full power and authority to administer oaths to, and take the.
depositions of all parties, witnesses,-and -other persons who. may ceme or be __
brought before them, or either of -them,.to be examined under.-the said.
‘Treaty, instructions, or regulations, or under the said Act-of ‘Parliament, and: |to-summonbefore them,-er either of them, all persons whom they, or either:
-of them, may deem it necessary or proper to examine in relation to any
suit,proceedin , matter, or thing under their respective cognizance, and te
send for and isstie precepts ‘for the producing of ali such ‘papers as may
relate to any matters in question before them or either of them. end to en-
“force all such summonses, orders atid pretepts, by such and the like means, _
‘powers and authorities as any Court of Vice-Admiralty may do. And we,
-do hereby require all and every our Officers and Ministersto be‘aiding and, -
-assisting to them, and each of them, in the due execution of this our Com-
«anission:. Provided always, and we do bereby will and require, that our said
‘Commissary Judge, and oar said Commissioner of Arbitration, before they.
~shall respectively enterapon the execution of any of the duties of ‘their said
‘respective offices, shall, in the presence of the Principal Magistate then .
‘residing and acting-in our possession or settlement of-Scirra-Leoneaforesaid,
‘take the following oath, whichcathsuch Magistrate is hereby, and by the.
-said Act, authorised and required to administer.- Thatis to say,* I,Thomas..
‘Gregory,{or 1, Edward Fitz-Gerald}, do solemnly ‘swear thatI will,.according. ,
‘to the best of my skill‘and knowledge, act ‘in the execution of my office as’.
Commissary Judge, (or Commissioner of Arbitration,)faithfully, impartially,
‘fairly, and withOut preference or favour either for Claimants or Ca tors, or.
-anyotherpersons; atid that I witl ip the best of my judgment and power,
-act in pursuaice ‘of, and according to ‘the stipulations, regulations, and in-
sstructions contained in, or annexed to the Treaty between His Majesty and |
‘His Catholic Majesty,’ signed at Madrid, on the 23d day of September 1817.
*So help me'God.” And we having made choice of «and appointedour {rusty
-and well-beloved Daniel Molloy Hamilton Esquire, to’ be Sccretaty (or -Re-

“Bistrar) to the said Mixed ‘Commission, pursuant to the said Treaty and Act
-of Parliament, ‘Our said Commissary Judge is hereby authorized and re-
‘quired to administer to Our said ‘trusty and well-beloved Daniel Molloy-
‘Hamilton Esquire, before’he-enters on the duties‘of his said -office, the fol-
dowing oath, that is to say, “ I, Daniel Molloy Hantilton do solemnly swear
that1 will, according to the best of my skill and knowledge, act -inthe ‘exe=
-cution of my office, and that I will conduct ‘myselfwith respect to the
-authority of the Commissary Judges and Comisstoners. of Arbitration. of
the‘Commissien-to which I am attached, and will act with fidelityin all the
~affairs-which may belong to my charge, and without preference er favour
-eitherfor Claimants or Captors, or any otherpersons. So help me God.” |

In-witaess whereof, we-have signed these presents in the name atid on the-
-behalf-of His Majesty.

“Given at the Palace of Carlton-House,the Nineteenth day of February,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, and
in the Fifty-ninth year of His Majesty's Reign. :

‘ By Command of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, inthenamé
-andonthe-behalf of. His Majesty, .

, : ({Countersigned) ; -CASTLEREAGH.
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_ Memorandum,

Similar Instructions mutatis mutandis ta thesecontainad in the aforegoing
paper, and in the papers marked.Ne. 4,, No. &., No. 7., andNo, %; and
similar Commissions were issued to His Majesty's Commigsioners at Siorra
Leone, under the Treaties with Portugal, and with the Netherlands; and
to His Majesty’s Commissioners. at: the Havannah, wader the Treaty with

in; to His Majesty’s Commissioners at Riode Janeiro, under the Treat
with Portugal; and to. His Majesty’s Commissioners at Surinam, under the
“Freaty with the Netherlands, for the prevention of theillegal.Traffic inStaves,

 

Na. :2.

Viscount CastlereaghteEdwerd Fitzgerald, Lsq., His Majesty's Commis-
sioner ofArbitration at Sierra Leone.

Sir, Foreign Offce,February 19, 1819,

‘ HIS, Royal Highness the Prince Regent, acting in the name and onthe
behalf of His Majesty, has been graciously pleased te. appoint you ta be Hig
Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration at. Sierra Leone, under the Treaty
‘between Great Britain, and Spain, for preventing theillegal Traffic in Slaves,
which was signed, at Madrid, on the 23d of September 1817, and, underthe

. Convention between Great Britain and Portugal, concluded: for the likeee
ar-ose, at London, on the 28th of July 1817, and pursuant to.the Actsaf

iament passed in the 58th year of HisMajesty’s reign, for carrying the said
‘Treaty and. Conventioninto effect.
~ ‘Thomas Gregory, Esq:,whom His Royal Highness bas been, pleased. to-
appoint to be His Majesty's Commissary Judge: at. Sierra Leone, under the
above-mentioned,Treaty, Conyention, and: Acts of Parliament, will commu-
nicate to you the Commission and Instructions with which he is furnished,
and which are equally destined for your guidance. and. authority, and. for the
guidance and authority ofthat gentleman. I beg leave, therefore, to refer you
for your further information to Mr. Gregory, who will deliver thia dispatah.

‘to you, and with whom, you. will confer. upon the best method of entering
upon therespectiveduties entrusted to your care, according to. the Commis-
sion and Instructions in question. me

 

Iam, &e.__ .
Edward Fitzgerald, Esq. . (Signed). CASTLEREAGH,

&e. &e. &e. ,

_Memoranrdum.

"Similar Instructions to. the foregoing were issued. to Mr. Fitzgerald, ap-
pointing him. to be His Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration at Sierra:
Leone, under the Slave TradeTreaty signed:between.GreatBritain andthe.
Netherlands, at the Hague, ey-the 4th of May 1818.
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Na. 3.

One of His Majesty's Under Secretaries of State to Daniel Molloyne Hamilton, Esq., RegistraratSierra Leone.

“Sie, Foreign Office, February 29, 1819.

: IHAVEthesatichaction te acquaint you, by direction ofLord Castlereagh,
that you have been scleeted te be Registrar to the Mixed Commissions to be
established at Sierra Leone, under the Treaties with Foreign Powers for the
prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves. |" You will receive from Mr. Gregory, His Majesty's Commissary Judge,

apd fom Mr. Fitagerald, Hie Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration at
Sierra Leone, every information necessary to.the dischargeof the duties de-
‘wolving upen, you an the character of Registrar; and Fam directed by his
Lordship to desire, that you will conform te, such ingtructions and directions
as youshall receive from the, Commissionersfor the guidance of yourson-
duct in the situation alluded ta.

Tam, &e.
(Signed) WM. WAMIETON.

Denigl Molloy Hamilton, Esq. .
Se. So. &e.

 

   re

Not
Piscount EnqstlereaghtoPies MujestssCommissionersatSierra Leone,under
. tha Treaties with Foreign PowersforpreventingtheillegalTraficin Slaves,

, GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, Kebruary 19, igig.

"EF havingbeen judged, that if # set of general interrogatories were: fuy-mished:toyou, to-be. administered By’ the Registrar appointed under yourHommission, to the witnesses examined froin vessels ‘brought in for your ad-judication, it would be of material use’ for your guidance iti the execution ofthe duties, committed: to you, a-set of general’ interrogatories has accordingly_ deen prepared, with refvrence te: tlie: points’ te be inquired’ into under the‘Treaties, aceording to the tenor of which you will be called upon to act._ Phese interrogatories having been submitted to the Law Officers of the- Crawn, and having been approved by:'them, I send’ you herewith tencopiesofthesame ;. and 7 am te convey to ‘yoythe instructions of His Royal High-ness the. Prince Regent, that you take care that the questions here enume-rated shall, so far as they may apply, be: put to the several witnesses to beexamined under your adjudication and arbitration; and that, wherever spce-cial points may arise, which:these interrogatories will not reach, so as to gainthedesired information, you will frame additional interrogatories to mcetthose points, being always mindful: and fautious to obtain and weigh thewhole facts ofthe case, before you give your judgment upon it.

a. dam, &e. ,
_— yg. ,_ (Signed). CASTLEREAGH,

His Majesty:s. Commissionersat.Sierra Econe,:
Be. Bes Sei!
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‘CInelosure in No. 4)-

Interrogatories for the Use of the British Commissionens, te

be administered to .the.Witnesses belonging to the Vesse,
taken.

¢nterrogatoryto 1. WHEREwereyou'born? Where do you live, and how
“the Master of the Jong have youlived in that place? Of whatPrince or State are
“vessel captured, you.a subject? Have-you ever been subject of any other? -IF

, syea, of whom -end when? Are-you a married man, and if
‘married, where‘do your wifeand familyreside?

‘Interrogatory to II. Who appointedyou to the command ofthe vessel taken?
the saidMaster. Where does he live, and of whom is‘he-a subject?» Where did

you take possession of her, and.at what time? ‘What was the
name of the person who delivered such possession to’ you, and
where does he live, and of whom is he a subject? How long
-haveyou known theship? When and where did you first see
‘her, and where was she built, as far as-you kuow er believe?

Unterrogatory to III. What is the nameof the Master or Commander.of the
reach Witness, ex- vessel taken? How long have you known the said Master?
cept the Master. -Where-was-heborn, and what is his ‘fixed place of abode, ot

-where-doeshegenerally reside ? 1she married? Ifyea, where
‘doeshis wife.and family reside? =

‘Interrogatory to IV.Who appointed the Master to the command ofthe vessel,
veach Witness, ex- and where does such person reside ?. Where did the Mastcr
veept the Master. take possession of her, and at, what time, and what was the

“name-of.theperson who delivered the possessian to him, and
“avhere doth he live?’ How long have you known the said ship:
-avhen and where did you first see her, and where was she built
-as faras'youkknow.or believe? =

‘nterrogate each - “V. Were youpresent atthe ‘taking and-scizing the ‘ship...
‘Witness, - ‘or her dading, concerning “which you are now . examined?

Upon what pretence, or ‘tor what reason was the vessel seized ?
‘Under what colours did the vessel sail’? .What other colours
were on board, and for whatreasonhad you such other-colours?

nterrogateeach © “VJ. What js the name, of the ship taken? How long has
Witness, she been so called? Doyou know of any other name or names

‘by which she hasbeen called, and what and when? Ofwhat
tonnage or burthen js the said:ship? What was the number
‘of the Officers and mariners on‘board (exclusive oftheMaster)?
To what country does each of the’ said Officers and mariners
reapectively belong? “Didthcy all come on board at the same

_ port, or atdifferentports, and who shipped or hired them, and
when and where respectively?
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- VII. Hadyou, or any or either of the OfficersOF thariners, Interrdiate cick
any and what part, share,orinterest in the ship taken, or her Witness.
feding?

ey
If yea, set forth wha, atid whatyoods or interest you”

orthey have. in whatcapacity did youbelong :to the said
ship?- Were any paccengers on board the eaptured ship?
‘Were anyofthem secreted at the time ofthe capture? Whe
swerethe passengers by name? OF what nation, rank, profes:
sion, or occupation? From what place were they:takeaon
doard, and when?. ‘To what place were: they destined, and
upon what business? Had any and which. of the passengérs

_ any and what property or concern or authority, directly or in-
directly, regarding the ship or cargo, or any aad- what part
thereof?

VIII. Where did the present voyage begin, and whe
sailed from previously to the capture ?.To what ports-or places
did the ship sail, or at what:perts er places did she a ror
touch during the voyage in whieh she: was. taken? Why or for
-what reason did she. anchor er touch at.such ports or places?
What communication, either.by boats er otherwise,: too place
between thesaid ship. and the shore, or the nativesbelonging.

- ta such port or place?| ;

see or observe the capturing ship? Set forth as accurately
aé you can theplace of capture. When, aad at what time
did the chase ef the ship taken begin ?~ Towards. what
port or place was the ship taken steering at the time of her
being first pursued? Was: her course altered, or was any
and what additional’ sail made, upon the. appearance of the
vesscl by which she was:taken? Was her-coursc at all.times,.
when: the. weather would permit,, directed’ to the place orport
for which she appears to havebeen:destinedby the ship’s
papers? Was-the ship, before, or at the time of her capture,,
sailing beyond ov wide of the place or port to which she was
destined by the ship’s papers ? At whit distance was she:there- ~
from when first pursued? Was her course altered during any
part of the voyage in which she was captured ? Ifyea, at what.
time, and to-what port or place ? and set forth particularly, the
reason why her course was so altered. —

X.What guns are mounted on board the ship, arid what Interrogate each
arms and ammunition were belonging to and on board of her Wises
atthetime of the capture? Why was she so armed’?: Was any, ©
and whatresistance made‘ at the timeof‘capture?’ Hadyou
any, aud.what instructionsor directions, and from whom, for
resisting or endeavouring to avoid or escape from capture, or
for destroying, concealing; or refusing to deliver u any ‘or’
either of your ship's documentsand ‘papers‘onboard? If -yea,.
interrogate: particularly as to the tenor of: such instructions,
and’all particulars relating thereto. Let the witnessbe asked’
ifhe is in-possession.of.such instructions, or: copies’ thercot ;
and if yea, let him be directed to leave the same with the exa-
miner to be annexed to his deposition,.

. 2° FeW8S Thterragate eachitta have ended? What was the last clearing port the shipWitness, “

IX. Ta: whatplace, 6c in whatlatitude,. and: at whattime;Ynterrogate each
stating particularly the year, month, and day, did you first Wituess, ,
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Interrogate each
‘ Witness, -

Anterrogate each
Witness,

10

- XI, Who were.the Owners of the ship or vessel,’roncerning -which you are now examined, at the time when shie was seized >-,
How doyou know that they were the Owners of the said ship
at thattime ?, Of what nationor country. are such Owners by
bitth?Where do they reside, and where do their wives and.
families reside, and of whom are they subjects? How lon
have they resided there? Where did they reside before, to the -
best ofyour knowledge ?.

XII. Was any bill of sale made, and by whom, to the
aforesaid Owners of the said ship ? If yea, in what month and
rear, where, and in the presence of what witnesses was. such

bil of sale made? Where did you last see such bill of sale?-
What was the price or consideration for the said ship? Hath
such price or consideration been paid or satisfied ; or has any,.
and what security been given for the payment:of the same, and
by: what person or persons, and where do such person or per-
sons: now live ? Was the sum so paid or secured a fair and true

' equivalent for the said ship? Do you know, or believe in your
conscience, such sale or transfer has been truly made, and not’
for the purpose of covering or concealing the real property2.
Do you verily believe that if: the ship should be restored, she—
will belong to the persons now asserted to be the Owners, ‘and’
to none others? Are there any private agreements for the re-

_ turn of the ship to her former Owners at any and what period}

Interrogate each
Witness.

XIII. What are the names of the respective Laders, Owners,
and Consignees of each respective lading of merchandize or
Slaves on board the ship taken?) What countrymen are they
respectively? Where Mo they now live and carry on their
business? How long have they resided there ? Where did they
reside before to the best of your knowledge? Where was the
merchandize or Slaves now on board to be delivered, and for
whose real account, risk, or benefit? Have any of the Con-
signees or Laders any and what interest in the said merchandize
or Slaves? If yea, whereon do you found your belief that they
have such interest? Can you take upon yourself to swear that
you believe, that at the time of the lading, and at the present
time, and also if the said merchandize and Slaves shall be

. estored and unladen at the destined ports, the same did, do,

_Interrogate each
Witness,

_ knowledge and belief?

and will belong to the same persons whom you state to be the
Owners, and to none others ? What is the ground of such your

' XIV. What lading did the ship bring out on her last voyage,
and where was it shipped? Ot what does the present cargo.
consist?How many Slaves were taken on board from the time
you commenced trading to the time of completing your pre--
sent cargo, distinguishing males, females, and children under
the age of fourteenyears At what port or ports or places were _
the said Slaves taken on board, and how many at each ? Were
they all taken from the shore. or quay, or were any and how.
many Slaves (distinguishing as before) removed or transhipped -
on board your vessel from any other vessel ? If yea, from what |
other vessel, and to what nation belonging, and when and
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‘where and by whom:was the same so done, and from. what
place had the said Slaves been brought? Hadany-and how. .

many, and of which description of the Slaves died previous to.
the capture ?.-Have any and how many, and of which descrip-

tion of Slaves.died between the capture and the present time ?
Into what ports or places has the vessel been carried since the . -
capture >.

XV. Were and are all the passports and other papers, which Interrogate each
were found on board the ship taken, entirely true.and fair, or Witness.
are any of them false or colourable? Do you know ofany matter
or circumstance ‘to’ affect their credit? If yea, set forth-the..
same, and state particularly what variation has been nade ©
therein, and when, and whys and by whom.. .

XVI. Was the ship, concerning which you are now ex- Interrogate cach
amined, provided with a royal passport conformable to. the Witness. °
model annexed to the Treaty between HisBritannicMajesty:
and His Catholic Majesty, signed at Madrid, on the 23d Sep-
tember 1817? On what day, month, and year, as nearly as
you can depose, did you receive such royal passport? By
whom was it delivered to you? Who was the Minister of Marine.
of His Catholic Majesty when the said passport was delivered
to you? Who was the principal naval authority of the district,
station, or port from whence your vessel cleared out? Let the
royal passport be produced to the witness then under exami-
nation, and let him be interrogated.—Are the signatures affixed
to thesaid passport in every respect true and genuine, sufar as
you know or believe ?

XVII. Were any of the papers, bills of lading, letters,por Interrogate each
other writings, which were on board the ship at the time she Witness.
took her departure from the last clearing-port, andbefore’the
capture, burnt, torn, thrown overboard, destroyed, or cancelled,
concealed, or attempted to be concealed, and when, and by
whom, and who was then present? Were any papers delivered
out of the vessel and carried away in any manner whatsoever?
if yea, when, and by whom, and to whom, were the same
delivered, and in whose custody, possession, or power,do you
believe the same now are? What was the nature and contents
of the papers so delivered out, or carried away, as far as you
know or believe? ,

XVIII. Are there, in any and what country, any bflls of Interrogate each
lading, invoices, letters, or other writings, relative to the ship Witness.
and cargo concerning which you ate now examined? If yea, set
forth where, and in whose possession, and what is the purport
thereof, and when they were carried or sent into such country,
and by what means?

XIX. Was there any charter-party signed for the voyage in Interrogate each
which the ship was seized and taken ? When, where, and Witness
between whom was such charter-party made ? Is it amongst the
papers delivered up? If not, where, and in whose possession
does it now remain ? What were the contents of it ?. How came
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' tions, that you

1

it nat tn: be-on: board. the vessel; and amongst her otherPapers- relating to the voyage?“

Interrogate cach © =XX.-Ia the ship or goads, or any and what part, jasured }
Witness, ' Hf yea, for what voyage is such insurance made?~ And at what

premium, and wher, and by what persons, and jn what country
was such insurance made? Under whose direction and manage.

. ment has the said ship. usually been, with respect to her employ-
ment in trade ? With whomdo you correspondonthe concerns
‘of the veasel and cargo ? oO

Anterrogate each | XXI.. Was bulk brokenduring any part of the voyage, that
is, from the time ofyour sailing from your original port of
clearance, up: to the:time when -you were taken? Has bulk
been broken, or any and how many and what Slaves disembarked
at any time, since the capture of the said ship?: If yea, how
often has this been done? When and where, by whom, and-by
whoseorders,and for what purpose, and:inwhat manner?

Witness,

 

“No. 5.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissionersat Sierra Leone, Rio
de Janeiro, and the Havannah. = -

| -GexrLeusy;, . Eoreign. Office, February19,1819.

-- IN reference to the seventh Article of theRegulations for your guidance,
annexed to the.Treaty. under which you are appointed, respecting the eman-

- eipation ofSlaves found on board o -such vessels as shall be condemned for
an unlawful voyage ; I am, to. convey to you HisRoyal Highness’s instruc-

ecp. a regulae register of Slaves, who may, under those
regulations, receiveacertificate of emancipation, azd. be delivercdover to
the authorities of the country. ia, which your commission is acting; and that
ou will from time to time send to me, for the. information of His Royal

Highnese's Government, certified copies of the registerss0 prepared.ee. eae “Tam,&e, |

/ (Signed) © CASTLEREAGH.
His Majesig's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,

1. Ke. : Se... Seu.
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"No.6.

iPiscountCastlereaghtoHisMajesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone, . :

GenrumwEN,=,“Foreign Office, February 20, 1819.
‘HIS Most FaithfulMajesty having promulgated an.Alvaré,under date of.

sthe.26th of January 1818, for: the: regulation 6f the Slave Trade still car-.
stied on by His. Most Faithful Majesty's spbjects,-I have received the com-
:mands of His RoyalHighness the rinveRegent to send to you ten copies
rof the same in original and in translation ; and I am to desire, that -you will
.cause’acopy ‘thereof ‘to“be:affixed'insome public*part ofthe ‘Court where
+you preside, and that you will take-such other means asmay lie within: your:
province, to.make-the ‘Alvasdin question generally known.

Bam, &e, oo
| vp canes ign  phBigned)) = “CASTLEREAGH.iHis. Majesty's Commissioners:at. Sierra, Leone, . . :

ye. Se. .&e.

| &(Inclosure in “No:-63).

| adltvard df “His Most Faithful Majesty, datedRio de Fanciro, Fanuary
~26¢h.1818._

EU EL-REYFavo-saber’aosque este Alvaré com,forcade-Leivirem : “Que
sAttendendo-a que a probibigao do Commercio de 'Escravos'em todos:os
eportes‘da‘Costa d’Africaao Norte do:Equador, estabelécida:pela’-Ratificacio
«tle Tratado de vinte'e dous de Janeiro de mil oitecentos e quinze,:e: da :Con-
«vencio Addicional de vinte e‘oito de Julho de mil oitocewtes e dezesete, exige
‘novasprovidencias, que, prescrevendo as “justas € proporeionades penas, -que
rhio de ser impostas aos transgressores, siryio de. regracerta de julgat, e deci-
‘dir nos cazos‘occurrentes sobre esteobjecto,aos Juizes, e mais.pessoas.encarre-
.gadas.da suaexccugio: -Heipor bom Ordenar o:seguimte. |

‘§. 1

“Todas as pessoas de qualquer qualidade e-condicio, que sejéo, que fizerem
“artnar € preparar Navios para o Resgate e‘compra de ‘Escravos ‘em qualquer
“dos portos da Costa d’Africa‘situados ao Norte-do-Equador, incorrer43. na
*pena de perdimento dos. Escravos, os quacs immediatamente’ ficar4é.libertos,
‘para terem_.o destino ‘abaixo declarado: Edhe-serio xconfisaxdos os Navios
rempregadas -nesse'trafico com todos os-seus aparelhos~e pertenees, e junte-
‘mente‘a’Carga, qualquer que-seja,-que a seu- borde -estiver por conta ‘dos
‘dones e*fretadoresdos mesmos Navios, ou dos Carregadores de Escravos. E
‘os Officiaes dos Navios, «a saber, Capitio ou Mestre, Pilote, e Sobre Carga,
‘seréo degradados percinco annos para Mocambique, e cada hum pagar4 huma
‘roulta-equivalente-4 soldada e mais interesses que-haveria de vencer-na viagem. '
‘Niose poder40’ fazer Seguros sobre taes Navios, ou-sua carregacio; -e fazen-
‘dose, serao nullos ; ‘e os Seguradores, que scientemente os:fizerem, serio con>
demnados.ne.tresdobro do,premio estipuladopara o-cazode Sinistre. .
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§. IL

Na mesma pena de perdimento dos Eécravos, para fiéarem libertes, @ terem© destino abaixo deelarado, incorrerg3 todas as pessoas de qualquer qualidadee condicio, que os. conduzirem a qualquer dos portos do Brazil eni Navioscom bandeira que nio seja Portugueza. .

8. HEL.

hhavido confisco de Navio e de sua Carga, ametade de to do © preco, que serealisar em arrematacio publica, bem como ametade das outras penas pecu~niarias, ser4 para os denufidiantes, e a outra ametade paraa Minha RealFazenda, 4 qual pertencerd ,tudo quando nao houver denunciante, No cazoporém de ter havido preza de Navio, feita por Embarcacio de guerra; a.respeito delle, e sua Carga se obsérvari'0que‘he ‘ptéscriptopeloArtigo-Sép.timo do Regulamento para as Commissdes mixtas addicionado em numeroterceiro 4 sobredita Convencio de vinte e oito de Julho de mil oitocentos edezesete. Porém sé poderdé3ser.demandados dentrode tres annos, contados,no cazo de preza ou confisco do Navio, do dia da entrada do Navio no portoda descarga, ¢ findo este espaco, ficardd prescriptas e extinctas as Accdes,

Todos os sobreditos cazos’serio objecto de denuncia. « Eno cazo de ter

—§. IV.

._ As Denuncias, e todos os autos do Processo até sentenca final e sua exe-
‘cugao, serio; féitds- perante 6s Juizes dos Contrabandos e’ Dessaminhes-doLuget'ou Destrito, onde os Escravos forem conduxidos, ‘ou perante qualquereutroMagistrado.ou Juiz, que esta jurisdiccio exercitar, ‘os quats Hei porbem.commetter esta jurisdiccio, bemacomo a necessaria, para executarem: as. Sentengas .proferidas pelas Commissdes mixtes, nos cazos de'seu_conhecj-mento, para:julgar e conhecer dos outros cazos que ocrorrerem, e ‘siias
dependencias, dando os competentes recursosnaforma da Ordenacio. ‘Qual:quer das partes porém poderd. requerer’4 Commissio mixta, para que julgue,se he, ou nao, cazo de prohibicio; e neste cazo se ‘lhe Temetter46os. Autosnoestado, em que estiverem : E 0 que por ella for decidido, se executard,

§. V. |
Os Escravos oonsignades 4 Minha Real Fazenda pelo ‘modo prescripto no- sobredito Septimo Artige do Regalamento para as Commissdes mixtas, e todos

8mais Libertos pela maneira acima decretada, por nio ser justo. que fiquemabandonados, serao entregues no Juizo da Quvidoria da Comarca; e onde onio houver, naquelle, que. estiver encartegado da Conservatoria dos Indios,que Hei por bem ampliar, unindo-lhe esta Jurisdicgao; para ahi serem désti-nados a servir como Libertos por tempo de: quatorzé annos;*ou emalgumservico publico de mar,fortalezas,agricultura, e de officios,comomelhor-con-yier, sendo para isso alistados nas fespectivas estacdes ; ou alugados’empraca @ partieulares de estabelecimento ¢probidade conheciga, ssbignandoestes Termode og alimentar, vestir, doutrinar, e ensinar-lhe o-off cid gu tra-‘balho, que se convencionar, c pelo tempo, queforestipulado ; renipyando-seos:Termos ¢Condictes as,Vezes que for necessario, até pteencher 6tobi ditoicmpo de quatorze anos: Este tempo porém poderé str diminuidopor dois
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oti mais annos, Aquelles Libertos, que por sea prestimoe bons costumes. se.fizerem dignos de gozar antes delle do pleno direito da sua Liberdade. E no..cazo de serem destinados a servico publico na maneira sobredita, quem tiver
guthoridade na respectiva estacao nomear4 huma pessoa capaz para assignar oaobredite Terma, -e para ficar responsavel pela educacio é ensino dos mesmosLibertos. Terio bum Curador, pessoa de conhecida probidade, que serdproposte todosostrieaniospelo Juiz, e approvado péla Mesa do Desembargo" dlo Paco desta Cérte, ou pelo Governador e Capitio General darespectiva
Provincia; ea seu officio pertencerd requerer tudo o que for a bem dos
Libertos; e scalizar os abuzos ; procurar que no tempo competente se lhe
dé resalva do servigo; e promover geralmente em seu beneficio a observancia
do que se acha prescripto pela Lei a favor dos orfaos, no que Ihes poder ser
applicado,para o que seré sempte ouyidd em tuilo, o que 4 cerca delles se
chdenar pelo sobredito Juizo.

§ VE

Nos portos ao Sul do Equador, em que he permittido o Commercio de Es-
cravos, sé observard 0 que esté ordenado pelo Alvaré de vinte e quatro de No-
vembro de mil oitocentose treze com as modificacdes edeclaracdes seguintes; a
saber: Ficard abolida adistinggo entre.tonejladas,queexcederem qnumerodeduzentos ehum,que.ndoexcederem este numero; esem effejto o.que4cerca
destas ultimas be ordenado no dito Alvar4, para ser reguiada a cargadéEs-
cravos.a-razio de singe, por‘cada das tonelladas do porte de qualquer Navio,
medida pelo :antige padrio. Da qrohibicio das marcas feitas com ferro no
conpo dos Escravos, serio exceptuadas epermittidas as marcas impressas cont
carimbos de prata. Sera licito aos donos ou fretadores dos Navios empregar
mo servico destes caldeiras de ferro ou de cobre indistinetamente, com tanto
que estas sejde todas as Viagens estanhadas de novo, o que se fiscalizarAnasvi-
zitas, que se hao de fazer a bordo dos mesmos Navios; E quando a bordo |
dlestes ndo possdo andar Cirurgiaos' para curar os Eseravos, pelos nao haver, ou
por outra razao equivalente, serio os dongs ou, fretadores obrigados a traze,
0tdo dos ditos Navigs pretos Sangradores, intelligentes e experimenta do,
no tratamento das molestias, de que ordinariamente sio infectados os dito
Escravos,.e no égnhecimente.dos remedios proprios ¢ adequados,de ques
elles uzio em seus curativos:Porque,emtodos estes objectos tem mostrado a |
experiencia ser necessario declarar as providencias dadas naquelle Avara,. que
se observard (com .as sobreditas explicacdes) em tudo .o mais, que nelle. he
‘disposto, Es , — ,

| : §<-VIL. :

_: Attendendo, a, que a mudanca e alteracdo superveniente 20 Commercio dos
Escravos pelas restrieg3es, qjustadas no sobredito Tratado e Convencao Addi-
cional, exige.que.em grande parte se alterem e modifiquem as disposicdes das
antigas Leis aeste respeita feitassemattencie Aquella posterior mudanca,_, pela qual muitas até ficario sem ter aplicacio : Hei por bem ordenar que em
todos os portus-do Brazil seja licita ix ora Escravos trazidos dos portos em
que fordicito este Commercio: E que os frétes fiquem 4 dispozicdo e conven-
ga0.dagpartes, ©°° pe
. Estese,,cumprird cpmonelle se contém:' Pelo. que, Mando 4 Mesa do De-
embargo do Paco ¢daConscienicia¢Ordens ;, Presidérite do MeuReal Era-
W103.Conselho.da-MinhaReal F:azélida ; Regedor da Caza da Supplicacio do
Brazil;.Governador ‘de Relacdo‘de Bahia; ‘Governadores e Capities Gene-
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-raes ;"e mais Governadores do Brazil e dos meus DominiosUltramarinos: -e..
va todos.os Ministros de Justiga, e mais Pessoas, aquem pertencer.o:conheci-.
mento deste-Alvar4, o cumpraéce guardem, nao obstante qualquer Decizio.
em contrario, que Hei por derogadapara‘este effeito sémente :. E.valeré comp.
*€arta passada pela Chancellaria, ‘posto que por ella nao ha de passar,:eque o.
* seu effeito haja de durar mais de: hum anno, sem embargo da Lei em contrario,

Dado no Palacio do Rio de-Jeneiro em -vintee seis de Janeiro demil:
’ seitoverntos e desoito.

CEL REY
- ‘Fhemaz Antonio de*Vitlanova‘Portugal.

‘Alvarécom‘forca de Lei, pelo qual Vossa MagestadeHapor bem Esta-
~belecer penas, para os que fizerem Commercio prohibido-de Escravos; ¢
Dar as convenientes providencias a respeito daquelles Escravos, “que em
consequencia das .sobreditas penas ficarem libertos; tudo.na :forma acima
-@etlarada. re "

‘Para Vossa Magestade Ver. «

Registado nesta SecretariadeEstado‘dos Negocios do Reino-no:Liv. II, de.
"Leis, Alvaras e Cartas: Regias a°fol.:181. Rio de Janeiro seis de Maio de mil
-oitocentos edezoito. ee

LO -Joio Baptista de Alvarenga‘Pimentel.. —-

‘Luiz Joaquim dos SantesMarrocos ofez. -

NaImpressto Regia.

 

‘(Translation of Inclosure'in’ No. 63) ..

<Alvard of “His Most Faithful Majesty, dated -Rio de -Jantiro,
. | Fenuary 26th 1818, oe

I, The King, make ‘known to those ‘to whom the present Alvaré, .having
sthe force and effect of a*Law, shall come, ‘That, as the. Abolition of the
“Slave Trade in the ports of the Coast ofAfrica,North of the Equator, ésta-
blished -by the ‘Ratification of the Treaty,dated :the-22d -of January 1815,
‘and of the additional Cenvention, : dated the 28th July 1817, requires the
‘adoption.of“freshmeasures, which, “fixing:just and adequate -penalties'that
‘shall attach tooffenders, may afford to.Judges and other persons charged with
‘the executionof those measures, a standard for deciding upon such. cases as
~shalloecur relative.to this object,:think-proper to ordain as-follows:

-ARTICLE®I.

__ “AH:persons of whatsoever. quality, or condition,.who shallproceed.to fitout
«or prepare vessels for the traffic in ‘Slaves, in any part .of the Coast of
-Africa lying North of the Equator, shall incur the penalty of the lossofthe
-Slaves, .who shall ‘be declared free, with.a destination hereinafterwards men-
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tioned. - The veisels engaged in'the traffic shall be .confis¢ated, with all their
tackle and appurtenances, together with the. cargo, of whatever it may. coi-.
sist, which shall be on board on account of the owners or freighters of such.
yessel, and of the owners of such Slaves.: The officers of such vessel, to,
wit, the Captain or Master, the Pilot and Supercargo, shall be banished for.
five years to. Mosambique, and. each shail pay a fine equivalent to the pay or
otherprofits. which he-was to gain by theadventure. Policies of Insurance

cannot be made on such vessels, or their cargoes; and if they are madc,
the Assurers who shall knowingly make them shallbe condemned in triple | :
the amount of the stipulated premium.

ARTICLE II.

‘All persons of whateverrank or condition who shail import Slaves into
Brazil in Foreign ‘vessels shall incur. the same penalty of the loss of the
Slaves; who shall become Freemen, and be -provided for as hereinafter
directed. . DS ,

_ - ARTICLE III.

Informations shall. be received relative to all the above cases. And if the
vessel and her cargo have been confiscated, halfof the whole proceeds of the
property, sold by public auction, as well as half of the fines, shall begiven
to the informer,. and theother half shall be paid into my Royal Treasury, to
which the whole produce shall belong, if there be no informer. In case,
however, of a vessel having been captured by a ship of war, such vessel and
her cargo shall be subject to theprovisions specified in the seventhArticle of:
the Regulations concerning the Mixed Commission, annexed, under num-
ber 3, to. the:.above Convention of July the 28th.1817.:- But in ease the:
ship should be captured or confiscated, it shall not be lawful to commence
an action for the recovery of such ship and ca1go, except within a term not
exceeding three years, to reckon from the date of the ship's entrance into the ©
port where she has unloaded, efter the expiration of which period, the said
action shall be inadmissible and void. o °

_ ARTICLE IV. -
Informations, and all proceedings inclusive ofthe final sentence and its

execution, shall be brought before the Judges appointed to try causes respect-
ing contraband goods and embezzlement in any place or district, whither the
Slaves havebeen carried, or before any other Magistrate orJudge competent
to decide.on these matters, to whomI deem proper to commit this Jurisdic-
tion, as well as the authority requisite for carrying into execution the sen-_
tences passed .by the Mixed Commission, in cases cognizable by the latter, |
and for trying and determining other cases that may accur,as also those ac-
cruing from them, allowing theparty to bringan sppeal conformably: to the
Ordinance... It, shall, however, be lawful for either o'

have reference to the Abolition, in which event the proceedings upon it shall
be delivered up to the Commission in the state in which they are ; and what-_
ever the Commission may decide, shall be carried into effect.

ARTICLE V._
The Slaves: tiade-aver to:my. RoyalTreasury 4m the. mannerspecified ine.

_ the.above.seventh Article of. the Regulations. concerning the Mixed-Commis «
sions,and those: declared free by the above Article (as it would be.unjust to.

At the parties to apply to-.
the Mixed Commission. for them to determine, whether, ornot,. the ease ..
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abandon themwithort support) -shall ‘be delivered‘thto. theOffice of the
Judge of the District, or where there is none; into that of ‘the Judge charged
to watch over the Rights of the Indians, whose powers I enlarge with that
Jurisdiction, to-serve a3 freedmen for fourteen years in any public service of,
the navy, the fortresses, agriculture, 6r-manual trades, as may ‘be thought
most convenient, being for that purpose enrolled 'in thie respective Stations;
or shall be hired out to individuals of known property andprobity, whio thall
-be bound to support, clothe, and instruct them, teaching them some liandie
eraft or labour, that:may be agreed upon, during the stipulated period’ ‘the
terms and the conditions of which shalt be:renewed:as often as nécessary, till
the fourteen years are expired; the time of servitude may be shortened by two
or more years, according as the good conduct of these persons may entitle them
to the enjoyment of full freedom. In case these freedmen are destined fos
the public service, the officer who. shall have authority in the:reepective sti-
tions to which they are assigned, shall nominate a proper person to fix the périod
as above-mentioned,who shall be responsible for their education and treatment,
They shall have as Curator a person of known probity, who shalt: be nom.
nated every three years by the Judge, and approved by the Judicial
Council or Governor, and Captain General of the Province. To him it shall
belong to provide every thing which ‘may contribute to their well being, to

_ testify abuses that may affect them, to procure thent relvase ‘after ‘théir proper
._ term‘of service, and ehforce generally, for theirbenefitthe observance‘of the
"Laws prescribed for the protection of orphans, in'as-far as those’ Laws ‘are
applicable to them, to the end that whatever is ordered concerning then may
Ge strictly executed.. oO wees

ARTICLE VI.

- In the ports to the ‘South of the Equator,where the ‘traffic in,Slaves is
. still ‘permitted, the Regulations passed fn the Lawof the 24th November

' 1813, shall:be observed with the following modifications :—The distinction
between vessels which shall exceed. or shall not exceed 201 tons, shallbe

' abolished,” and the’number of Slaves shall ‘be regulated according.to the
tonnage of the vessel, in the proportion of fivé to every two tons, according to
the ancient measure. The prohibition respecting marks made with iron on
the body of the Slaves, shall not extend to marks imprinted with silver
earimbos, which, being excepted, shall.be permitted. It shall‘be allowed to
the persons who own or freight Slave vessels, to use, indiscriminately, iron or
copper kettles, provided theTatter every voyage be tinned. anew, which shall
be ascertained by proper officers visiting those yessels.. If Surgeons dé not
sail on board such vessels,onaccount of the impossibility of procuring them,

.. or fof some other reason -equally conclusive, the owners shallbe ob iged to
carry with them Slack sangradores, experienced ‘in the treatment ‘of the
diseases with which the Slaves are commonly afilicted, and ‘in the remedies
properforcuring them; because, in 1ezard to’all theseobjects, experience has
evinced the necessity of specifying the provisions. set forth in this Alvaré,
which, under the above modifications, shall be observed in all its details. ©

ARTICLE VII.
. Whereas the alteration effected in the Slave Trade by the restrictions con-
tained in the above Treaty and Additional Convention, requires considerable
modifications in the provisions of the former Laws ‘enacted on this subject,
Independent of the last change whichwill tend to render many of themvoid,
I think proper to order, that it shall-be permitted to: dmnport’ into the ‘ports
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of Brazil, Slaves from any ports where this traffic is not prohibited, and that
the freight shall continue to be settled by the parties ;

The. present injunctions shall be ply complied with; wherefore I
direct the Tribunal of. the Privy Council, of Conscience and of Orders; the
President of my Royal Exchequer; the Council of my Royal Treasury’; the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Appeal in Brazil ; the President of the
Tribunal of Bahia; the Governors an Captains General; and the other
Governors ofBrazil, and of my Dominions beyond sea; also all the Ministers
of Justice, and other. persons whom the present Alvaré may concern, to.
comply with and observe the saine, notwithstandingany decision that may be

‘at variance with it, and which I rescind for this end only: and it shall have
the force and effect of a letter issued by the Chancellery, though it be not
actually issued by the same, and though its validity extend beyond a year,
notwithstanding the law to the contrary, Given at the Palace of Rio de
Janeiro, the 26th of January 1818. oe

THE KING,

Thomas Antonio de Villanova Portugal.

Alvaré having the force and effect of a Law, by which Your Majesty is
pleased to enact penalties against those who shall carry on illicit Slave
Trade, and.to direct the proper measures respecting such Slaves as, in con-
sequenceof the above.penalties, shall become: free; all-in the form set forth
above. -

For Your Majesty's inspection.

Registered:atthis Secretary of State’s Office for theAffairs of the Kingdom.
inBook.II. of.the Laws, Alvarads, and Royal Letters,atp. 181. Rio de
Janeiro,May 6th 1818. . .

’ ' John Baptista de Alvarenga Pimental.

/ Drawn up by Louis dos Santos Marrocos:

Printed at the Royal Office.:
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No.Je:

Piscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone.-

GENTLEMEN,:.:- ' Foreign Officé, Feb. 20, 1819.

---The printed Memoranda of which I send to you herewith ten copies
have been drawn up with a view to afford you every requisite facility and
assistance in the technical part of your duties as His Majesty’s Commissary
Judge and Commissioner of Arbitration. .
You will communicate a copy of them to the Commissioners of His Ca-

tholic Majesty,and to the Commissioners of His Most Faithful Majesty,
and you will propose to them the adoption of the substanceof this document
as theguideof the form of your proceedings, as far as circumstances will
admit. “ Lam, &e.

; . ‘(Signed) .. . CASTLEREAGH.
His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone, -

&e.- &e. Se. ©

 

(Inclosure in No. 7.) a .

. Memorandafor the guidance of the Commissions appointed
for carrying. into effect the Treaties for the Abolition of
the Slave.Trade.-

- . THESE Commissions are framed in pursuanceof the following
Treaties between His Britannic Majesty, and His Most Faith-
tul Majesty the King of Portugal, His Catholic’ Majesty the

* King ofSpain; and His. Majesty the King of the Netherlands.
' The-Treaty with Portugal was made ‘on the: 28th July,
1817, and ratifications were exchanged at Rio. Janeiro.on the
27th November 1817. ,
* The Treaty with Spain was made on the 23d September’
1817, and ratifications exchanged at Madrid on the 22d No-
vember 1817.'—- ,
The Treaty with the King of the Netherlands was made the-
4th May 1818, and ratifications exchanged at the Hague on
the 25th May 1818. _
~ Jtmay not in the first place be improper to take a short
review of these Treatics, as they. regard the illicit traffic in
Slaves. os
' The Treaties between this Country and Portugal and Spain,
and the Acts of Parliament for carryingthose. Treatied into
effect, declare illicit all traffic in Slaves.by British ships ;—all
traffic:in Slaves by Portuguese or Spanish ships in parts therein
specified, andail such traffic in other parts by Portuguese. or
Spanish ships for or on account of the subjects of any iother
Government, or bound for any port not inthe: dominions
ofthe Sovereign to which the ship may belong. -
By the Treaty with the King of the Netherlands,that. So-

Vereign engages within. eight..months, or: sooner’ if: possible,
from the exchangeof: the ratifications, to prohibit-all:-his. :sub-
jects, in the most effectual manner, and.especially:by penal jaw
the most formal, to take any. part whatever in the Trade of



21:

Slaves; and in the event of the measures already taken by the
British Government, and to be taken by that of the-Nether=

lands, being found ineffectual, er insufficient, the High Con-

tracting Parties mutually engage ‘to adopt. such further mea-
sures, by legal provision, or otherwise, as may from time to
time appear. best calculated to prevent all their respective sub-
jects from taking any share whatever in this nefarious traffic. ... ;

It is expressly stipulated by all:.the High Contracting No vessels tobe +
Powers, that no vessels shall be detained, but those. having detained but those.-

Slaves actually on board : that they are to be carried ag soon asally co bendssible forjudgment to the nearest place, where one of the ~
Mixed Commissions.is sitting, or. which the captor thinks he -
can soonest reach from the spet where the Slave ship shall
have-been detained; and no cruizer is legally authorized. to .
detain any vessel, unless such: cruizer forms part of the British, Cruizer to’ foria’.’
Portuguese, Spanish, or Netherland Royal Navies, and is fur- part of the royal.
nished with the special instructions pointed out in the Treaties navies.
for visiting merchant vessels suspected of having Slaves on
board ; the visitation and search are directed to be done in: the ,
most mild manner; and in no case is the search to be- made Search by Officer .
by an officer halding rank inferior-to that of Lieutenant in the "otinferiortoLieu-
British, Portuguese, or Netherland Royal Navies; or of En- Pan in British,
sign of a ship.ofthe Line ia the Spanish navy... oo therland navies, or
By the Treaty with Spain it is declared to be illegal. at pre. Ensign of Spanish

sent for any Spanish subject to carry en the Slave: Trade ior *hipof the line.
any partofthe coast ef Africa, north ef the equator, upon any
retext, or in any manner whatever; and His Catholic Ma- -

jesty engages that the Slave Trade shall be abolished through+ Abolished through-
out the entire Dominions of Spain’on the 30th May 1820, and °t the ons do
after that period it shall not be lawful for any Spanish subject30thofMayM320,

- to purchase Slaves, or carry on the Slave Trade;. but the same.
is then to cease entirely. A term, however, of five’ months Five months allow-
from the said 30th May 1820, is allowed: for completing theed for completing
voyages of those vessels which shall have cleared out lawfully, “°""®
previous to the said 30th May 1820. .-. .. aa
By the separate Article to the Additional Convertion with

Portugal, dated London, 11th September 1817, it is stipu-
dated, that as soon as thetotal Abolition of the Slave Trade for.
the subjects.of the Crown of Portugal shall have takenplace,
the two High Contracting Parties agree to adapt to that state
of circumstances the stipulations of the said Convention, dated
28th July 1817; butin default of such alterations, the Addi--
tional Convention of that date shall remain in force until the
expiration.of fifteen years, from the day onwhich.the general
Abolition of the Slave Trade shall so take place on the part of
the Portuguese Government.. : a i

All traffic in Slaves by the Portuguese to the northward of
the Equator is prohibited, and the only trading in Slaves to
the south of the Equator, which is at present allowed to the
Portuguese by the Treaty or Convention of 28th July 1817, is
limited to the Territories possessed by the Crown of. Portugal .
upon the Coast of Africa; viz. the territory lying between
Cape Delgado Bay, and the Bay of Laurenzo Marques, upon -
the eastera Coast of Africa; and upon the western Coast all
the territory which is situated from the 8th degreeto the 18th
degree of south latitude.
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‘Dlished. may be respectively established. —
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. By the 2d Article of the Treaty it is declar&d, that the-Ter.
vitories over which the King of Portugal has retained the: tights
of Sovereignty on the Coast of Africa, ‘south:of.the Equutsr, -
sre these of Molembo and Cabittda opoa the baste: Coast.
from the 5 deg. 12 min:: to the Sth degree south. This. ‘Fotist

. be an error, us those places are on thewestern Coast of Afric,
Vessels to be pros Every Portuguase ot Spanish vessel etigaged: in thie’ trade

vided with Reyel” mmust”be provided with a ‘royal pussport” permitting suchPassports, traffic. - re Ne,

Mixed Commission The Mixed Commissions afe to consist’ of‘two Cothntissa?
to consist of t¥© Judges, and two Commissioners of Arbitration; otte of each |

Sudger, two Com- t0 be named by His Britanic Majesty, and the’ ethers by the
guiscioners ofArbi-Kings ofPortugal and Spain, as they shallbe established in-
aration, a Secretary their respective Dominions: To eachCominission is to be at-

or Registrar. tached a Secretary or Registrar, -whosé appointment is vested
. Préceedings tobe in the Sovereign of the Country in which the Commission may
written in language geside, and the ‘proceedings under thd Corinissions are to beofcountry where written down in the language of the Country, where thie sathe

Indemnity to Por- © TheBritish Government has undertaken “to indemnify: the
4uguese vessels im - proprietors of all Portugese’ vessels: improperly detaine after
properly detained the 1st July 1814; but fio claim for compensation can be ads
after Ist July 1814. nitted for a laiger nuntiber of Slaves than Was ‘permittedsc-

cording to the rate of tonnage of the vessel captured ; arid’the
individuals having a just claim are to be paid the same within
the space ofa year at farthest from the decision of each case, |"

‘Negro servante or - It hasbeen before observed that n6 vessels are legally liable
sailors notcause tg be eapturdd,- bat those havitig Slaves actdally on board for
for detentions == the express pirpose of the traffic ;"so that’a vessel havitig Ne-

gro servants or sailors on board is not for that ‘reason tdbe’de-
tained : and nomerchantmdn or Slave ship is tobe visited: ‘at

‘ detsined, whilst in the port or roadstead belonging to either of
the High Contracting Powers,.or within cannon:shot of the_
batteries of shore, excepting on the Continent of Africa north
of the Equator; but no Slave ship, eitlier Portuguese or Spa-
nish, is to be elsewhere detained neatthe land, or even on the

SouthofEquator, high seas south of the Equator, ufiléss’after a chace, which
proofof illegality shall have commenced north of theEquatot; and if any vessel
by captor. be detained south of: the Equator, the proof as to the illegality

of the voyage is to be exhibited 6y the captor ; and in all cases
North of Equator, of Slaveships detained to the north of the Equator; the proof
proof ofdegality bY oF the legality of: the voyage is to be furnished by the vessel sociuniant, detained. : " coats : : .

Number ofSlees It is stipulated, that, notwithstanding the number of Slaves
not agreeing with found on board any vessel. may not agree with the number con-
passport 5 nesufi tained in the passport, yet that shall not be a sufficient reasontention,” to justify the detentionof the ship:..° ©
Master and part of | When a Slave ship shall. be detained,the Master thereofand
crew to be left on @ part at least ofthe crew are to be left on board,° and the cap-
board, tor isdirected to draw up iti writing an authentic declaration,

which’ shall. exhibit..the stute:in’-which he found the detained
ship, and the changes which.may have taken placein it;’ aut
to Aeliver to the Master of thé Slave shipa signed certificate
the papers seized on board such detained vessel, aswell as the

Slaves nottobe . nuniber of Slaves foundon.board. * None of. the Slaves are to
disembarked unless be disembarked till after the vessel shall havearrived at thefor urgent reasons.
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see, where the legality of the captute .is ‘tobe tried,unless
eeat motives),deduced,from’ the lengthof the (voyage, the

stele of: healtli.ofthe Negroes, or other causes, should make a—
disembarkation {entirely or inpart) necessary before [the ves-

ssél's arrival thecommanderof the capturing ship, however,
takes-upowhimselftheresponsibility of such disembarkation, Captor takes apoa

bilityofdisem.
and the necessity thereofnrust be stated in. 2.certificate inpro- himself respotisi-
perform,‘andthe jfollowing: sre considered as proper dec’
tionsor certificates, to be used as circumstances‘may arise,

aren

  
 

— _ creme as

~ barkation, -

“PormofDeclarationof the state-oftheVesselat the time of
'Capture, .

His:Britannic, Majesty's ship
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

hereby declare that on this —i——day of—

Deing. ia or about latitude——————longitude——______.
J detained the ship or vessel named the—++.i-_____.
sailing under———-—--——colours, armed with se

‘guns————_—pounders,.commanded by——-
who,declared her to be bound from —
to——_____—-—--——-with a erewconsistingof——_________.
Men —_— Boys Su reargo

Commanderof Form of Declara- :
tion of state of -
vesael captured-to
be
tor.

Passengers, whosé names, ad declared by them respectively, are
insertedina list atfoot hereof, and having on board
Slaves,said to have béen faken’on board at ——
ionthe———-——~dayof—~-———-and_ are eaumerated as follows,

  

“WZ...

 

‘ARALrHy| sticky. |-
 

Meni ..4

Women:. .

Boys. =

Girls. . .    
 

. 1do further declare thatthe said ship orvessel appeared ord
not]. to be seaworthy, atid was [or xot] supplied with @suffi
cient stock of water [or nor] and provisions for the supportof

. the said. Negroes and crew on their destined voyage to

odde farther declare . age to

| [Here insert any observationsof the state and condition of
the ship. and crew, and Slaves; which may appear.impor-
tant te noticeand record, |°

“To.be :witnessed by two Officers,:of:whom the Sur- -

++, g9on; to, beone, 1f:on-board.

made by Cap--
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Form -of Certificate tobe given to the Master of -« Vessel .
xaptured,

Form of Certificate I Communder of His
* tobe given to-the Britannic Majesty's shi
‘Master of the ves~ hereby-certify that on this ———day of.
el captured, being in or about latitude -———_——-—ongitude

I detained the ship or vessel named the—————__________
sailing under————-———-colours, armed with——————_____.
:guns,————pounders, commanded by—-—-—_______
‘who delared her to be bound from
to ————-with.a crew consisting
of: Men Boys Supercargo
———_————Passengers, and having on board

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

‘Blaves, viz.

aie

.| SICKLY.

   Women.

Boys. ve

Girls ..

 

   
and that the.Papers and Documents seized by 1ne onboard
the said ship or vessel, being marked from No. 1 to No. -ere
enumerated in the following List :

[Here theList is to follow.]

 

Form -of Certificate of thenecessit of Disembarking Slaves
from a Captured Vessel. .

 

 

 

¥orm-of Certificate I—— Commander ofHis‘whenPisembarke- Britannic Majesty’s sli — ——:
tionof Blaves.is ereb certify that on the———____—-day of.mecessary, ‘ y y‘being in or about latitude-—————_——ongitude-—_______.

I detained the ship or vessel named the —
sailing under- ———colours, armed with—
guns, unders, commanded b
who declared her to be bound from os —
to~ —with a crew consisting of

Men. —Boys——— Supercargo
Passengers, and having on board.

    

 

 

 

 

 

Slaves, viz.
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HEALTHY.) SICKLY.

 

‘Men...

Women .

| Boys ...

Girls ...     
I do further declare, thatfinding it necessary to disembark.

-of the Slaves before the vessel. 

 could arrive at—— - - —
‘to which place it was my intention to send her for Adjudicaticn’
on acceunt of oe .
{Here insert the cause, such as there-not beinga‘sufficient:

quantity ofprovision or any other circumstance tojustify the
disembarkation.) =

J did on the— day of- disembark
‘of theSlaves at-———— *
awvhiere they remained

 

 

 

‘To be witnessed by two Officers.

  

“THE following is recommended-as a Form ofProceeding for Form ofproceeding
the guidance of the ‘Commissioners and Registrar, being sel ad teetobe

portsmilated, as near as can be, to the proceedings of the Hig
Court of Admiralty ; and with theview of ma. ing the subject
anore intelligible, the case of a Portuguese vessel is supposed to
‘be-captured -by His Britannic Majesty's ship ofwar Confiance,
:and-carried to Sierra Leone.

The-first step to be taken’ on the part of the seizor, is imme-:
diately-on the arrival of the detained vessel in port, to make an
affidavit setting forth whéa and where theseizure was made,
‘and to which must be annexed the whole of the papers found,
‘on board the detained ship, and that such papers are in the
‘same plight and condition, as when they were found of-
delivered up.

Thefollowing Affidavit is given as a FormFor thatpurpose,

‘OurSovereign Lord the King
- - agaist . . BO,

‘The ship Escravo, Pereiro de Mattos, Mas~
ter, -her tackle, apparel, and furniture, the.
goods, wares, merchandize, and Slaves on.
board the same, taken by His Majesty’s ship.
ofwar Confiance,Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knt.
“Commander, and brought toSierra Leone. a

Appeared personally Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight, Com- Formof Affidavit,
8 Majesty's ship of war Confiance, duly autho- % ‘© hip papers.‘ mander of
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‘rized and empowered, according to the provisions of the
Additional Convention to tlié Treaty between HisBritannic
Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty, to make seizures
-of vessels under Portuguese colours engaged in the Slaye
‘Trade, being duly sworn maketh oath, that on the gth day
of the month ofMay 1819, being in latitude and longi.tude he seized and detained the ship or vessel calledEscravo, whereof Pereiro de Mattos wasMaster, by reasonthat the said ship was employed in the Traffic in Slaves, con.
trary to the existing Treaties entered, into with HisBritannic
Majesty, and His Most faithful Majesty the King of Portugal :
and the deponent further itaketh oath, that thepapers,writ.

As thefact-maybe. ings, and documents hereunto annexedmarked from No, 1
to No. inclusive, wére given or delivered up to this de-
ponent by the Master of the said ship or vessel, and that the
‘same are now brought and delivered up, in the same light
and condition, as when so received by this deponent, without
any fraud, addition, subduction, alteration, or embezzlement
_whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof,.

On the 25th day of May 1819, the said
Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight, was dy rome Lastas Feo,
-sworn to the truth of this affidavit.

Before me
ThomasGregory, CommissaryJudge[or asthe ease maybe.]

Seeeiarirryrneeneianyyrh

_ Atis.not absolutely necessaty that the affidavit shouldbe
' grade by the Commander ‘f- thecaptuting ship, the Officer in

charge efthe ship captured is equally competent thereto.-
Suppressionorcon-, In cases where there shall have been any suppression, con-
Cealment of Papers cealment, or discovery of papers, the samé should be set forth

in the affidavit; the circumstances and the place where the
same were concealed or discovered should be minutely: stated,
and if any letters or papers were delivered up at any other
period, than at the time of captute, thatfact shouldbe‘intro-
duced in the affidavit, together with the nate of the person or

rsons who delivered the sdme. .
In the event of a vessel being captured, and therebeingno

papers found on board of her, it will be necessary that the ‘cap-
‘tor should make the affidavit conformable to the facts, in order
that proceedings thay be instituted thereon, such affidavit and
papers, or the affidavit accounting for them, being the founda-
tionofthe proceedings: and upon the affidavit being brought
‘in before one of the Commissary Judges or Commissioners of
Arbitration, in the presence of the Registrar, a minute of the
Following tenor should be recorded by the latter Officer, who
should keep a: book, into which he should enter all the acts,
minutes and decrees had under the Commission, as the same
“may respectively occur, which. being indexed in the captured
‘ship's tiaitié, Yeferéice imay ‘be easily had to the whole of the
proceedings in each case,

No Papers being
en board. —
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The Ship ESCRAVO, Pereiro de Mattos, Master,

Our Sovereign Lord the King against the ship or.
vessel Escravo, whereof Pereiro de Mattos was
Master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and all
and singular the goods, wares, merchandize and
Slaves on board the same, and therewith seized
and taken by His Majesty’s ship Confiance, Sir
James Lucas Yeo, Knight, Commander, and
brought to Sierra Leone, and against all persons
in general.

On which day A. B. exhibited for our Sovereign Lord the Form of minute
upon decreeing MoaPe‘King, and brought in Attéstation of Sir James Lucas Yeo,Knight, Commander of His Majesty’s said ship Confiance,

with ship papers annexed, marked froni No. i to No. in-
" .clusive. That the said ship Escravo, whereof Pereiro de
‘Mattos wasMaster, during her voyage from
to was taken and seized by reason that the
said vessel was erhployed in the Traffic in Slaves, contrary to
the existing Treaties entered into with His Britannic
Majesty, and His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Por-
tigal, and brought into this Port for Adjudication, wherefore
che prayed, and the said Commissary Judge at his petition.
decreed, that all persons whatsoever, who have, or pretend
to have, any right, title, or interest in the said ship Exscravo,
‘atid het lading, so seized and taken, be monished,cited, and
called to judgment, so that they appear before the said Com-
atiissary Judges named in the Mixed Commission established
at this place, at . - on the
twentieth day after service of the said Monition, to shew and
allege in due forrh of law a reasonable and lawful cause, if
any they have, why the said ship Escravo, and her lading so
seized and taken, should not be pronounced at the time of
the seizure.of the same to have been employed in an illegal
traffic in Slaves; and further directed, that it -be thereby
intimated unto the said persons, that if they do not appear
at the time and place aforesaid, and shew a reasonable and
Just cayse to the contrary, the Commisssary Judges will
preceed to Adjudication on the said capture, and may pro-
nounce the said ship, Escravo, and her cargo, liable to be
adjudged forfeited, and to be disposed of, as directed by the
sald Treaties, and may pronounceall. and singular the Slaves
found on board to be emancipated from slavery, the absence
or rather contumacy of the persons so cited and intimated
in any wise notwithstanding.

ennai anette TS

 

" The following is theForm of aMonition:
Georgethe Third, by the Grace of God, of the United Form ot Monition.

Kingdom-of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender ofthe Faith,toC. D., or his Deputy whomsoever, greeting;
‘Whereas our trusty end well-beloved Thomas Gregory, and‘E. F. the Commissary Judges Appointed by Us, and HisMost Faithful Majesty. the King of Portugal, to hear and

apeall, and all manner -of causes and complaints as
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‘Some conspicuous
-place should be
stated.
Fhe Monition inthe
Court of Admiralty
«mentions one of the
Pillars of the Royal
Exchange,London,

-Or such o‘her time
-as the Commisary-
Judges may think
yprqper.
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‘to ships, goods, and Slaves, seized and taken for the illegal
traffic in Slaves, and in contravention of the Treaties or Con-‘ventions between Us and His said MostFaithful Majesty
‘specially constituted and appointed, rightly and duly pro-
ceeding at the petition of A.B. ,
on behalf of Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight, Commander of
our ship of war ‘Confiance, hath decreed all persons in

"general who -have or pretend to have any right, title, or
anterest in the ship or vessel called the Esciavo, whereof
Pereire De Mattos was Master, her tackle, apparel, and
furniture, and the goods, wares, merchandize, and Slaves on
-board the same, taken and seized by our said ship of war
Confiance, to be monished, cited, and called to judgment
‘at the time and place underwritten, and to the effect herein-
after expressed (justice so requiring); we therefore strictly
‘charge and command you jointly and severally that you omit
not, but that by affixing these presents upon ,

at the usual time of the public re-
sort of merchants and other persons thither, and by leaving
thereon affixed a true copy thereof, you do monish and cite
or cause to be imonished and cited peremptorily all persons
in general, who have or pretend to have any righit, title, or
interestin fhe said ship, her tackle, apparel, and furniture,
and the goods, wares, merchandize, and Slaves laden therein,
to appear before the said Commissary Judges, in our colony
of Sierra Leone, upon the twentieth day after service of these
‘presents, if it be a court day, or else on the court day next
following, between the hhours of nine and eleven A. M. of
‘the said day, then arid there toshew and allege in due form
‘of law, a reasonable and lawful cause, if they have any, why
“the said ship, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the

- goods, wares, :merchandize, and Slaves on board the same
should not be :pronounced to have been employed illegally,
-and tobe disposed of, as is directed by the Treaties or Con-
veritions‘insuch case made and provided; and further to do
cand receive in this behalf as to justice shall appertain, and
‘that you duly intimate or cause to be intimated peremptorily
‘to all persons aforesaid in general, to whom by the tenor of
‘these presents we also intimate, that if they shall not appear
‘at the time and place abovementioned, or appearing shall
not shew a reasonable and lawful cause to the contrary, the
aforesaid Commissary Judges do, intend, and will proceed
‘to adjudication on the said Capture, and may prenounce that
‘the said ship Escravo, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and
the goods, wares, and merchandize as aforesaid are liable and
subject to be adjudged forfeited, and to be disposed of, as
‘directed by the Treaties in that case made and provided;
and also to pronounce all and singular the Slaves to be
emancipated, the absence or rather conttmacy ofthe persons
so cited and intimated in any wise notwithstanding; and
that you duly certify to the said Commissary Judges what
you.shall do in the premises, together with these presents.
“Given at Sierra Leone aforesaid, under the seal of the-said
‘Commission this 25th.day of May 1819, and of our Reign
the 59th. ae .

(Seal) D. M. HAMILTON, Registrar.
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“This Monition must be preparedby the Registrar; andSe-Registrar toprepare
livered to the person representing the Captor, who is to cause Monition, |
a copy thereof to be made and delivered to the person to whomthe Monition:is addressed, and such person is then to executeSeyhalf an pour, .

the same, by affixing the original for a short period at theplace{0Site ® sufficientmentioned therein, and then leaving the copy affixed. The seen,
iginal Monition’ is then to have the following Certificateori : 2 weendorsed thereon, and signedby the person executing it. :

« J do hereby certify, that I duly affixed this Monition Certificatéofsertiee
for some time upon ne * of Monition,
and left a truecopy thereof-affixed to the said place.”

. c C.D.:

‘The'Commissioners are directed toprocedinthefirst place
upon the examination of the papers ofthe vessel, and theJepo-

" gitions on oath of the Captain, and two or thrée at least of the’
rincipal individuals on board of the detained vessel. The Master of detained

Master is the only individual specificatly pointed out,whosevessel to be exa~
examination is ‘abselutely necessary to be. taken, leaving it at mined.
the option: of ‘the captors to select any other personbelonging’
to the captured vessel ; butit has been usual in Prize ‘Courtsto
direct that either the Mate or the Boatswain should be one ofMateor Boatswain.
the other witnesses to be exaniined ; these persons being consi-’
dered as the most Jikely to have a correct knowledge of ‘the’
general circumstances attending the course-and employmentof
the vessel. Ifthere be a Supercargo on board, he‘shouldbe Supercarge.
also examined, as supposed to be intimately acquainted with’
‘all the cireumstatices’ relating ‘tu the cargo, and the trade in’
which it was engdged. me
TheWitnesses should ‘be produced and sworn ‘as soon. 88Witnesses to beexaq:.

possible after their arrival in port, and if practicable,at the'mined upon arrival,
same time that the attestation of the captor is exhibited and the
monition prayed as: before stated ;. and if any of them do not
sufficiently understand the language of the Country where the
Commission is holden (it being directed that the proceedings,
under each ‘Commission, should ‘be in the ‘language of the
Country where it may be held,) the oath must be administered
throughan -Interpreter, who, unless he be a Notary Public,
must be previously sworn, that he will faithfully imterpret the
oath, as-also the depositions of the witnesses. --_ ;
‘Upon the production of the witnesses, the Registrar should

enter upon record-a minuteto the followingpurport:

_ Ship ESCRAVO, Pereiro de Mattos, Master.
A.B. produced as witnesses in prepgratory in the above

“Cause, the said Pereiro De Mattos, the Master, C. D. the
Mate, and E. F. one of the Mariners,who were duly sworn
‘ahd monished: the said C. D. and E. F.by the interpreta-.
tion of G.-H. who wasfirst sworn faithfully to interpret
‘between the parties in this cause, .without favor.or affection
to either of them... .
The Form of the Oath:to the Interpreter isasfollows:

* «© Your swear-that you are well versed ipthe Englishand Oath to Interpreter.“ Portuguese Languages; that you will faithfully interpret
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“ between the Parties in this Catise, without favouror affec.
“ tion to either of them.”——* So help you God.”

Af the Interpreter be a Notary Public, no Oathis necessary,

The Form of the Oath to be administered to the Master and
athers belonging to the captured Ship ts as follows:
“ You are produced as a Witness respecting the Ship

-“ Escravo, of which you are [Master, Mate, or as the factOath to Witnesses, — «¢ tay be] and you swear, that at the time of your exami-
‘© nation, you wi:l speak the truth, the whole truth, and
* nothing but the truth, indifferently between the patties
** concerned.” So help you God.”

. Upon thewitnesses being so produced and sworn, they should
be admonished. by the Registrar to attend and undergo their
examination at such times as hemay appoint, and which should
be within twenty-four hours after they have been produced and
sworn as aforesaid, or as soon after as possible. The Registrar,
‘or such person as he may appoint, subject to theapprobation
of the Commissary Judges, 1s the proper Officer to take down
the examinations, and he should bea Notary Public, if one can
be had; if not, it would be proper that an oath should be ad-
ministered ‘to the person selected, that he will, asExaminer,
execute such office faithfully, impartially, fairly, and without
preference or favour, either ir Claimant, Captor, or any other
‘person: auch Examination is to be taken down in writing on
the Interrogatories, which have been prepared for that purpose,
and are hereto annexed, and whichit‘is believed, will embrace al]
the material points necessary to be inquired into in most cases;ExamirationonIn- but should any additional interrogatories be rendered necessa ;

terroparoties BB there can be. no objection to the same being administered Rsertied. . the purpose of obtaining evidence of particular facts;- but itwould be adviseable upon such anoccurrence,andthe better
to-answer the Purposes of justice, that such additional jnter-
rogatories should previously be approved by the Judgesof the
Commission, preparatory to their being administered to the

Additional Interro- witnesses, as it will prevent parties from entering into extrane-Batories to be ap- ous matter, which should, as much as possiblebe prevented.proved by Commis- “47, person should be present during the examination, except
© person to be the Registrar or the Examiner and the witness under éXamina-present during exa- tion (together with the Interpreter, if the same be by interpre-mination. tation.) The Examiner must carefully take down the wit-

‘ ness’s answer to each interrogatory separately, and not blend
two or more interrogatories together. If 2 witness plend igno-
rance, or appear to with-hold the disclosure of facts presumed
to be within his krowledge, the Examiner should admonish
him, of the oath he has taken to speak the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, and to endeavour to obtain
from him a disclosure of all he knows of the matters inquired
after; and that if he cannot absolutely speak tothe ‘precise factinterrogated, he should answer to the best of his belief.

Persons neglecting In the event of any of the persons neglecting or refusing toor refusing tobe attend to be sworn andpxamined under the Cominission, a
examinees (0 be Compulsory or Monitiou should be rayed before one of theoboe’ With &Conte Sominissary Judges, and a minute’ to” the ‘following. effect
peony. recorded by the Registrar:
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A. B. alledged, that Pereiro De Mattos, the Master, is a
material witness.to be examined in tlie said Cause, and that

notwithstanding applications have been made to him to at-
tend for that purpote, he hath hitherto declined [or refused|
to attend.—Compulsory, decreed at petition of A. B.-

 

Thefollowing ‘is the Form of the Compulsory, and is to be
prepared by the Registrar.

GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God, of the United Form of Compul-
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of *°ry.
the Faith.- To C. D. or his deputy whomsoever,! greeting,
Whereas Our Trusty and Well Beloved Thomas Gregory
and E. F. the Commissary Judges, appointed by Us, and His
Most Faithful Majesty, the King of Portugal, to hear and
determine all and all manner of Causes and Complaints, as to
Ships, Goods, and Slaves, seized and taken in consequence’ of”
the Treaties or Conventions between Us, and His said Most
Faithtul Majesty,. for the purpose of preventing the illicit
‘Traffic inSlaves, especially constituted and appointed in a
certain business moved and prosecuted before Us under the
said Commission, on behalf of Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight,
Commander of Our ship Confiance, against the ship ealled
the Escravo, whereof Pereiro De Mattos was Master, her
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, mer-
chandize, and Slaves on board the same, taken by Our said
ship of war Confiance, and brought to Sierra Leone, rightly
and duly proceeding at the petition of A. B. alleging that
Pereiro de Mattos is a necessary Witness in the said cause
or business, but he has refused to come and give his testi-
mony therein, unless by law compelled thereto, Hath decreed
the said Pereira de Mattos to be monished, cited, and called
to Judgment at the time and place underwritten,and to the
effect hereinafter expressed, Justice so requiring, We do
therefore strictly charge and command you, jointly and se-
verally, that you omit not, by reason of any liberty or fran-
chise, but that you monish and cite, or cause to be monished
and cited preremptorily and personally, the said Pereiro de
Mattos, that he appear before the Commissary Judges afore-
said, or their Registrar, at oo
on the dayof . Or such other time

next ensuing, between the hours of nine and elevén of the Sues ronmeey
_ said day there, then and there to take the oath by witnesses proper.
usually taken, and to testify the truth of what he knows in
this behalf; and.further to do and receive in this behalf as
to Justice shall appertain, under pain ofthelaw, and the
perk which will fall thereon, and that you duly certify to
thessid Commissary Judges what you shall do in the pre-
wives, together with these presents. Given at Sierra Leone,
undertheseal of the’said Mixed Commission, the.

_ dayofMay:in the year of our Lord 1819 and of our
Rargn the: 59th. ee

_° (1.8) D. M. HAMILTON, Registrar.
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Any number of | Although this Compulsory hasonlythe name ofone person
persons may be in- introduced into it,yet any indefinite number of persons macluded in one Com- 4s cluded in ene Compulsory, which. instrument is to be de,

livered to the person at whose application the same may have
been prayed, who should -make as many copies as may be
wanted, to be served upon the parties, and the mode ofser-
vice is by shewing the original to each of them under seal, and
leaving with them a true copy thereof.

The person serving this instrument: should write and sign a
certificate on the back thereof of the following tenor:

Certificate of ser- - “This Compulsory was duly served on’:
wice of Compul- by shewing the same under seal to them respectively,
Sry . .and Jeavingwith each of them a true copy thereof, this

day of May 1819. 7°
7 Byme,' C.D.
In case either of the persons named in the Compulsory do

not pay due obedience to the same, they should be pronounced
to be contumacious and ordered to be attached ; and’ under
such order, kept in custody until they expressa readiness to -
undergo: their. examination, when they’may be.dismissed oi:
paying the expences they have occasioned. © The attachment,
like all other instruments which issue from the Commission,
should be prepared by the Registrar, and’ may easily bedone
by varying the preceding form of Monition to-anattachnient,
by directing the said C.D. to cause ts. eetg
be attached and arrested, and. him'so ‘attached and arrested ¢6keep under .safe and secure ariest until.” [‘Here: insert the
causefor which the attachmentissues.| © ~~ - “

Examinations not - The, Examinationsare nit’tobe perased or inspected byaby
to be inspected un- person until..the whole are completed, and publication thereof
til publication de- decreed, whichshould be doneatthé prayer of ‘the person act-
erent _ ing onbehalf of the captors, and'shouldnot thenbe periised’ by

anyperson, except the parties in the cause ; and no‘claimantis
to havereference.thereto untilhis claim (hereafter mentioned)
has been daly filed; ‘and no examinationsof other witnesseson
the standing’ interrogatories are to be taken, after theevidence
has been inspected either by captor or claimant,unless the _

. Commissary Judges should give directionsforthat purposé.,
Registrar tofurnish =Dpon publication being decreed, it is theduty of the Regis-
tion. ofexamina gray to furnish the captor and claimant with official copies-of06 and papers, +e : : aa -"the examinations, if required, and of such of the papers as may

‘be ordered by either party, and also to cause translations'to be
made of any other of the papers as may be in a foreign lan-
guage, and to deliver copies of such translations to the partics
‘an, the canse.; the expence of the translations should be charged
to:the.party ordering the same, the opposite arty havingvonly
to pay.the expence of the copies. ‘It should be observed that
whatever. copies of. papers are ordered by one party,anttin-
tended. tobeused as evidence in the cause, must also-be deli-
vered to the. opposite party. The translations are-of course. to:
be kept in the Registry for the use of the Officers ofthe Court.
- It has been usual in Admiralty Courts, after the monition

_ thas been executed, for the person representing the captors to
- give an allegation, stating the grounds of detention, and which
must be delivered by him to the Registrar to be filed ; and the
following is the form of an ailegation, whichmay be varied ac-
cording to the circuthstances applying to each particular cap-
ture:
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Before the Mixed Commission appointed by His Bri-
tannic Majesty, and His Most Faithful Majesty the
King of Portugal.

On the day of May 1819,

In the Case of the Ship Escravo, whereof Pereiro De Form of Allegation
Mattos was Master.

Our Sovereign Lord the King against) On which day A. B.
the said ship Escravo, whereof Pereiro{ exhibited for the said
De Mattos was Master, her tackle,ap- Sir James Lucas Yeo,
parel, and furniture, and the goods, Knight, by ail lawful
wares, merchandize, and Slaves on ( waysandmeans,and to
board the same taken and seizedby His( all effects in law what-
Majesty’s ship Confiance, Sir James| soever alleged, plead-
Lucas Yeo, Knight, Commander, and| ed, and articulately
brought to Sierra Leone, and against| propoundedas follows,
all persons in general. to wit: -

Ist. That in and by a certain Convention entered into be- -
tween His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, acting in
the name and on the behalfof His Majesty, and His Mest
Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, and signed at Lon-
don the 28th day of July 1817, having for its object the
prevention of any illicit traffic in Slaves by British and
Portuguese subjects, it is therein expressly stipulated and
agreed as follows :

“ The territories in which the traffic in Slaves-continucs
“ to.be permitted, under the Treaty of the 22d of Ja-
“* nuary 1815, to the subjects of His Most Faithful Ma-
“© jesty, are the following:

“€ 1st. The territories possessed by the Crown of
*¢ Portugal upon the coast of Africa to the south of
“* the Equator, that is to say: upon the eastern coast
“* of Africa, the territory lying within Cape Delgado-
“* Bay, and the Bay of Laurence Marques, and upon
** the Western Coast all that which is situated from
“ the 8th to the 18th degree of south latitude.”

* ad. Those territories on the coast of Africa to the
** south of the Equator, over which His Most Faith-
“* ful Majesty has declared that he has retained his
** rights, namely,

«« The territories ofMolembo and Cabinda.”

And that in furtherance of the terms of the said Conven-
tion,,it was also declared and stipulated that Commissions
should. issue, and Commissions did accordingly issue, au-
thorising and empowering the Commissary Judges, and
others, therein respectively named, in conjunction with the
Commissary Judges, and others named, or to he named, by,
‘and on the-part and behalf of His said Most FaithfulMajesty,
to proceed upon all and all manner of seizures of all ships,
goods, and Staves belonging to either of the said High Con-
tracting Parties, that were, or should be, taken by any ship -
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er ships belonging to the royal navies of Great Britain and
Portugal, and duly authorized to seize. and detain all ships
and vessels found, or engaged in the traffic of Slaves, con-
trary to the provisions of the said existing Treaties, and to
hear and determine the same aecording to the true intent
and meaning of the said Convention; and the party Topo-
nent doth allege and propound every thing contained in this
and the subsequent articles of this allegation jointly and
severally.

‘2d. That the said ship Escravo, whereofthe said -Pereiro de
Mattos was Master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and
the goods, wares, merchandize, and Slaves, natives of Africa

_-on board the same, were on or about the 9th day of. May
1819, ‘seized and taken by His Majesty’s said ship Conf.
-anee, Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight, Commander, being
‘duly and legally authorized and deputed to make seizures
.and captures of ships, goods, and Slaves, trading contrary
to the provisions of the said Treaty;and that the said ship’
Escravo was at the aforesaid seizure thereof, engaged or em-'
ployed in an illicit traffic in Slaves, contrary to the provi-
sions of the said Treaty, and thereby the said ship, her
‘tackle, apparel, and furniture, and ‘the goods, wares, and
 merchandize laden therein, were liable and subject to con-
fiscation and condemnatien, and ought to be confiscated and
condemned to our Sovereign Lord the King, and the ‘said’
Slaves, natives of Africa ought to be emancipated and. deli-
vered over to His Majesty, to be employed as servants or
free labourers, and the party proponent doth allege and’pro-
pound as before.

3d. That all and singular the premises were and are true, pub-
lic and notorious, and thereof there was and is a public voice,
fame, and. report, of which legal proof being made, the
party proponent prays right and justice to be effectually done
and administered in the premises by you the Commissary

' Judges and others named in the Commission established
at Sierra Leone,for carrying into -effect the Convention
aforesaid; and-that the said ship, her tackle, :apparel, and

-fnrniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize taken
therein as aforesaid, be pronounced to have been engaged or

‘ employed illegally, and as ‘such liable to confiscation and
' condemnation ; and :that the Slaves, natives of Africa on
board the same, be entitled to be emancipated from Slavery,
-and to decree the said Slaves, viz. men, _ Women,

boys, and - girls, to be delivered over to His
Majesty, to be employed as servants or free labourers, in
‘pursuance of the said Treaty or Convention of the 28th
July 1817, (Signed) A.B.

  

_If no claim be given for. the: property; the. Commissary
Judges are, upon the return of the Monition, to proceed to-sen-
tence upon the evidence before mentioned, and‘incase of theia
not agreeing in opinion on the sentenceto be pronounced,
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they are to draw by lof the name ofone of the two Cotynis- Commissioner of
sioners of Arbitration, who, after having considered the .docu- Arbitration to be
ments andproceedings, is to consult with the tio Cothiiissary
Judges, and the final sentence is to be pronounce 1 conform-
ably to the opinion of the majority of the above-mentioned
Commissary Judges, and of the above-mentioned Cotiitiiis-
sioner of Arbitration. ~ a
The form of the sentence will follow hereafter, but’ it may

not be improper here to observe, that in cases where theré is
ino claimant before the Court, the following words should pre-.
cede every interlocutory decree or act in the proceedings :—

“In pain of parties cited thiice called and not appéar-
ing, A. B. [theperson acting for the captots] prayed,
&c. &e.” , .

. : . . -

The following is the Form of a Claim.

 

Ship Escravo, Peteiro de Mattos, Master,
May 1819.

"Fhe claim of the said Pereiro de Mattos, the Master ofForm of Clam,
‘the said ship, a subject. of His Most Faithful Majesty the
King of Portugal, for the said ship, her tackle, apparel,
and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandize, ahd

a _. Africans, or so-miany thereof as weré on
hoard the-said ship at the time of the capture thereof, by
His Majesty's ship Confiance, SirJames Lucas Yeo, Knight,
‘Commander, and brought to Sierra Leone; and for the
value of such of the Slaves as may have departed this life
since the said capture, for the said ship, her tackle, apparel,
and furniture, and her cargo, as the sole property of
a. an inhabitant and

native of Rio Janeiro, and as protected by the Treatyor
Convention between His Britannic Majesty, and His said
Most Faithful Majesty, dated 28th July 1817. And for
his, the claimant’s, private adventure of two Africans, and for
one African, the private adventure of the Mate of the said
ship. And forall costs, charges, lesses, damages, demur-
rage, and expences, as have arisen or shall or may. arise by

. means of the capture and detentionof the said ship and her
-cargo as aforesaid.

‘Fo be signed by the Master or persoa
making the claim.

. Form of the Affidavit to annex.to the Claim.

‘Ship Escravo, Pereiro de Mattos, Master,
May 1819.

Appeared personally the said Pereiro de Mattos, the mas- Form of Affidavit
ter of the said ship, and maketh oath, that he isasubject of to annex toClaim.
{lis Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, and was
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Master of the said ship, at the time of the capture thereof
by His Majesty’s ship Confiance, Sir James Lucas Yeo;
Roi ht, Commander, and that the said ship was so captured
ou the gth day of this present month of May, in the prose.
cution of her voyage from y on the coast of
Africa, to » with a cargo consisting of

Africans, and brought to Sierra Leone. And
he further maketh oath that 3 of Rio
Janeiro, a subject of His said Most Faithful Majesty, was
at the time of the said capture and now is the true, lawful,
and sole owner and proprietor of the said ship Escravo, her
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and of the said cargo and
Slaves on board the same. The deponent is the true, law-
ful, and sole owner and proprietor of the two Africans, one
of which is a privileged African, and the other a present
from

That the Mate of the said ship is also the true, lawful and
sole owner and proprietor of one African; and the deponent
further maketh oath, that he verily believes the said ship,
cargo and slaves are protected by the Treaty or Convention
between His Britannic Majesty and His said Most Faithful
Majesty [here the Master,orwhoever gives the claim, should
state any circumstances he may be advised for the interest
ofhimself and owners]; and he further maketh oath, that no
person or persons, other than the persons before mentioned,
ave any right, title, or interest in the said ship, her tackle,

apparel and furniture, goods, wares, merchandize, or Slaves,
‘on board the same at the time of the capture and seizure
thereof, and that he is duly authorized to make the claim
hereunto annexed, and that the same is atrue and just claim,
‘and that he shall be able te make due proofand specification
thereof.

On the day of May 1819, the said
Pecreiro de Mattos was duly sworn to
the truth of this affidavit, and of the
claim hereto annexed,

Before me,
Thamas Gregory, Commissary Judge.

\ Pereiro de Mattos.

 

 

If Captor neglects In the observations before made, it will -be seen that the
to proceed, he may.ommon and ordinary case of a detained Portuguese vessel is
Notte eee presumed,and the regular course of proceeding to have taken
ceed to adjudicae place, viz. that thecaptor, immediately upon bringingthevessel
tions into port, proceeds to the adjudication thereof; but in the

event ofhis not deing so within a reasonable time after the
arrival of the vessel, the mode of proceeding will be, for the
person representing the owners of the “property to have a

claim and affidavit prepared as before-mentioned, and he

should then appear before one of the Commissary Judges and
pray a Monition against the eaptor to preceed to adjudication,

and a Minute to the following effect should be filed by the Re-
gistrar amongst the proceedings:
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Before our trusty and well-beloved Thomas Gregory,
CommissarvJudge, -on the day’of 1819,

Present; D.-M. Hamilton, Regitrar.

Ship Escrave, Pereiro de Mattas, Master, taken and
seized by His Britannic Majesty's ship Con-
fimce, Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight, Com-
mander, and brought to Sierra Leone.

Onwhich day G. H. exhibited, for and on behalf of Pereiro
de Bfattos, an

293

: . Act of Court dalleged that the said ship Escravo, whereofcreeingMonition
the said Pereiro de Mattos was Master, having taken on-to proceed to adju-
board her cargo at - sailed therewith bound to
but in the proseeution of her said vo age was seized and
taken upon suspicion of being engaged in an illicit Traffic in
Slaves and brought to Sierra Leonc; but notwithstanding
the premises, no proceedings have been had to bring the sai

ship, cargo, and slaves to adjudication, and he now exhibited
a clat m ofthe said Pereiro de Mattos for the said ship, cargo,
and slaves, as the sole property of
of Rio Janciro, merchant, a subject of His Most Faithful
Majesty the King ofPortugal, together with the sworn attes-
tation of the said Pereiro de Mattos thereto annexed, which:
he prayed to be admitted; and the said Commissary Judge at
his ‘petttion decrced the said‘Sir James Lucas Yeo, ‘Knight,
Commander ofHis Britannic Majesty’s ship-Confiance, to be
monished to appear before ‘him and ‘E. F.-the Commissary
Judge appointed ‘by His ‘Most Faithful Majesty, specially
constituted and appointed‘in this behalf, at 7
‘situate in ‘ and place ofjudicature,there, on
the sixth day-after he shall have beenserved-witha:Monition
under seal ofthis Commission to that effect, if.it shall bea
Court. day, otherwise on.the Court day then next: tollowing,
atthe usual‘and accustomed ‘hours of hearing causes there,
then and there to proceed to the adjudication of the said ship,
cargo, and ‘Slaves therein and therewith taken and seized
as aforesaid, whether trading legally in the Traffic of Slaves
ornot, and to shew andallegein due form of’ law a reason-
able and lawful cause,: ifthey: haye or know. any, why the
said ship, cargo, and Slaves shouldnot -be restored to the

dication.

‘said Pereiro de‘Mattos the claimant, for the use ofthe owner _
‘and proprietor thereof, with costs, charges, damages, de-
murrage and expences, with intimation that ifthey do not ap-
pear at the time and place aforesaid, or appearing do not
shew good and sufficient cause concludent in law. to the con-
trary, the said Commissary Judges, or some other com
tent jidges in this behalf, do intend to proceed, and will
proceed to: the decreeing the said ship, cargo, and Slaves to
be restored to. the said Pereiro ‘de Mattos, for the use of the
iforesaid owner and proprietor thereof, with his costs,
charges, damages, demurrage, and expences, the absence or
rather contumacy of the said Sir James’ Lucas Yeo, Knight,
iM any wise. notwithstanding.
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It will then be the dutyof the Registrar toprepare a Moni-
tion calling upon the captor to proceed to adjudication, and the
following is a form for that purpose.

 

Form ofMonition to proceed to Adjudication.

Form of Ménition George the Third, by the. Grace of God, of the United
to proceed to adjue Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of

. dication. the Faith, to all and singular Our vice-Admirals, Justices
ofthe Peace, Mayors, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Marshals, Constables,
and to all Our Officers; Ministers, and others, as well within
liberties and franchises, as without, greeting: Whereas Our
trusty and well-bcloved Thomas Gregory, Commissary
Judge, appointed by Us under the Mixed Commission at
Sierra Leoue, for the purpose of preventing the illegal traffic
in Slaves, specially constituted and appointed to hear and
‘determinealland all manner of causes and complaints as to
ships, goods and Slaves seized and taken in such illicit Traffic
in a certain business moved and prosecuted before him under
the said Commission, on behalfof Pereiro de Mattos, the
master and claimant of the ship Escravo, her tackle, appa-
rel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, merchandize, and
Slaves taken on board the same, for and on behalf of

. of Rio Janeiro,
merchant, inhabitantand subject of His MostFaithful Ma-
jesty: the King of Portugal, the true, lawful and sole owner
and. proprietor thereot at the time the said ship, cargo and
Slaves were taken and seized by Our ship of war the Con-
fiance, ‘Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight, Commander, and
brought to Sierra Leone, against the said Sir James Lucas
Yeo, Knight, rightly and duly proceeding, at the petition of
G. H. on behalf of the said.master and claimant, ‘alleging
thatthe sgid ship Escravo was taken and seized as aforesaid
on the 9th day of May instant, and was.at the time of such
capture bound on a voyage trom

to . witha
cargo of - and
Slaves; and that notwithstanding the capture and seizure
aforesaid, no proceedings whetever have been had to brin
the said ship, cargo and Slaves to adjudication, hath decree
thesaid Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight, to be monished,
cited, and called to judgment at the time and place under
written, and to the effect hereinafter expressed. (justice so
Tequiring) : we do therefore strictly charge and command you
jointly and severally, that you omit not by reason of any
liberty o1 franchise, but that you monish and cite, or cause
to. be monished and cited peremptorily the said Sir James
Lucas Yeo, Knight, that he appear before us, or the Com-
missary Judge or Judges of the.said Commission, at.

situate at , the 6th day after he
shall be served therewith, if, it be a Court day, or else the

_ next Court day following, between the usual hours of hear-
ing of causes, then ard there to proceed under.the said
Commission to the legal adjudication of. the said ship, her
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tackle, appatel and furniture, and the goods, wares, mer-
chandize, and Slaves on board the same, taken and seized as

‘aforesaid, whether the same has been justly detained or not,
orto shew and allege in due form of law a reasonable and
lawful cause, iftany, whythe said ship, her tackle, apparel,
and furniture, and the goods, wares, merchandize, and Slaves
on board the same shouldnot Be decreed to be released from
the aforesaid capture, and restored and delivered to the said
Pereiro de Mattos, the master and claimant, for the use. of
the owner and proprietor thereof, together with ‘all such
costs, damages, and expences arising or to arise from or b
means of the said capture and detention, and further to do
and receive as.to justice shall.appertain, and that you inti
mate moreover, or cause to be intimated peremptorily tothe
said Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight (to whom bythe tenor of
these presents we-do also intimate), that if he shall notap-
pear.at the time and place above-mentioned,. or: appearing
shall not shew a reasonable and lawful cause to the. contrary,
the said Commissary Judges do intend and will'‘proceed to
the decreeing the said ship, her tackle, apparel and furniture,
and the goods, wares, merchandize, and Slaves to be released
from the capture and seizure aforesaid, and to be restored
and delivered to the said Pereiro de Mattos, the master and
claimant, for the use‘of the owner and reprictor. thereof,
together with all the costs, damages, and expencesarising,
or to arise from, or by means otf the said capture and seizure,
the absence, or rather contumacy of the said Sir James Lu-
cas Yeo, Knight, in anywise notwithstanding ;. and that you
duly certify us, or the said Commissary Judges, .what you
shall do in thepremises, together with these presents.—
Given at Sierra Leone, under the Seal of the Mixed Com-
mission, the day of in the year of our.
Lord 1819, and ofour reign the 59th. oe

(L.S.) ~~ D.M. HAMILTON, Registrar.

SEEeee

‘Notwithstanding the proceedings may commence in thisNotwithstandingform, the ship’s papers should be brought into-the Registry, or Mouition to pro~: yi 1 ; : ceed to adjudica-accounted for, and the witnesses produeed, sworn, and examined tion, sameevidencein the manner before pointed out; for although the abeve Mo-
nition intimates that the Commissary Judges should: pro-.
nounce the captor contumacious if he does nat appear and:proceed to adjudication, yet that of itself and without theregular evidence would not be a sufficient cause-to warrant theCommissary Judges to make a final decree orsentence,-which,it must not be forgotten, is without appeal; should the'cap-tor appear to the said Monition, the same steps and procecdingsare in every respect to be taken on his behalf as has been be-fore stated, viz.; the praying of the Monition, the producingof the witnesses, and giving in the allegation, &c.
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Form of a Decree
appointing a Com-
missioner of Arbi-
tration,

Form for Decree of
condemnation and
emancipation.
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Thefollowing saForm fora Decree, where the Commisyar,
Judges do not agree in the sentence they are topronounce.

Ship ESCRAVO, Pereiro de. Mattos, Master.

_G. H. prayed the claim by him given to be admitted, and
the said ship, cargoand Slaves to be restored as claimed, with
cobts, damages, and expences. A.B. on behalf of thecap-
tors prayed the said claim to be rejected, and the said ship and
cargo to be condemned, and the Slaves to be emancipated.
Tlie, Commissary Judges having heatd the said Gaim and
proofs redd, directed the cause to stand over for further hearing
before them and Edward Fitzgerald, Esquire, one of the Com.
missioners of Arbitration, who was drawn by jot, by reason of
the.said Commissary Judges not agreeing in the sentence thev
ought to pronounce. °

 

 

Thefollowing is a Formfor'a DecreeofCondemnation.
Ship ESCRAVO, Pereiro de Mattos, Muster.

G. H. prayed the claim by him given to be adinitted; and
the saidchip cargo, and Slavesto be resttited asclaimed, With
Costs damages, and expences. A. B. on belialf of the Captors.
prayed the said claim to be rejectéd, dad ‘the said ‘ship ‘and
cargo to be condemned, and the Slavés to be ematicipated.
The Cominissary Judges and Commissioner of Arbitration [if
the fact be 20," ‘having heard the said claimand proofs tedd,
ronounced the said ship Escravo, ‘her tackle, appatel, and

Fdnitute, and ‘thegoods, wares, and mercharidize 1elen therein
to have béen at the time of the capture and seizure thereof
engaged in theilli¢it traffic in Slaves, and as such subject and
liable to confiscation, and condemned the said ship, hertuckle,
apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize
laden therein, “as taken in such illicit traffic ‘by HisMajesty’s
ship of war, Confiance, Sir James Lucas Yeo, Knight, Com-
mander; ‘and moreover. pronounced the said Staves, natives of
Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and ‘to be employed as
servants or free labourers ; and also, that it had: beenproved,
that at the time of‘passing the said sentence men,

. women, boys, ‘and itls,:
children under fourteenyears of age, did’ tompose the whole’ of
the Slaves sodecreedto:be emancipated.
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The following ts-a Formfor a Decree of Restitution.

Ship ESCRAVO, Pereiro de Mattos, Master.

G. U1. prayed the claim by him given to be admitted, and Form for Decree of
the said ship, cargo, and slaves to be restored as claimed, with Restitution,
costs, damages and expences. A. B. on behalf of the captors
prayed the said claim to be rejected, and the said ship and
cargo to be condemned, and the Slaves to be emancipated.
The Commissary Judges ‘and Commissioner of Arbitration Lif
the fact be so,] having heard the saidclaimand proofs read,
admitted the said claim, pronounced the ship, cargo, and
Slaves to belong as claimed, and contormably to the provisions
of the Treaty decreed the same to be restored to the Claimant
for the use of the Owner and Proprietor thereof, together with
the costs, damages, and expences incurred in consequence of
the aforesaid seizure, and referred it to the Registrar to ascer-
tain the amount thereof, ard report the same to the Com-
mission.

 

Thefollowing is a Formfor a Decree where further Proof
as directed to-be made

G. H. prayed the claim by him given to be admitted, an
the said ship, cargo, and Slaves to be restored as claimed, with
costs, damages and expences. A. B. onbehalf.of the Captors
prayed the said claim to be rejected, and the said ship and
cargo to be condemned, and the Slaves to be emancvipated.
The ‘Commissary Judges ‘having. beard the said claim and
proofs read, admitted the said claim for the ship, cargo, and
Slaves, and directed Further Proof to be made as to the port
or place where the sdid Slaves were taken on hoard, [or as the
Jact may be.] And moreover assigned the Claimant to exhibit
such Further Proof within (A time Tine to be limited
shouldbe specified, and consideringthé great loss of demur-
rage and expences which must necessarilybe occasioned by
thedetention of a cargo of Slaves, the same should be as short
as possible.)
‘The time to be limited for the further proof to be exhibited Excuse to be given

must-depend entirely upon the nature ofthe proof required, ou Oath.
and the place from whence it is to be procured; and in case
the same is not produced within ‘the time prescribed, and: no
sitisfactory reason given onoath for the non-production thereof,
the Commissary Judges should proceed to give their judgment
against the party directed to produce such further proof.
“The nature of the further proof ordered must ‘of course de-

pend upon the circumstances of each‘particular case. It may
sometimes be required on account of an alleged want of pro-
visions, or the damaged state of the vessel, or other causes
immediately connected therewith, in which case the Commis-
sary Judges might be better satisfied of the facts by having au
inspection made by indifferent persons, than by requiring affi-

d Form for » Decree
ordering Further
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‘davits in explanation either of Captor or Claimant, and the
following is a Form for a Commission of Inspection, which is
to be preparéd by the Registrar, and shouldbe directed ‘to such
persons as may be approved of by the Commissary Judges,

 

Form of Commission of Inspegtion.

FormofCommis- - George the Third, by the Grace of God, of the Unitedsion-of Inspection. Kingdom ‘of Great. Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of
the Faith. To — 4 te. oy Greeting;
whereas our trusty and well-beloved Thomas Gregory, our
Conimissary. Judge named .in the Mixed Commission esta
dlished at Sierra Leone, for the. purpose of preventing the
iNegal traffic in Slayes, and E, F., the Commissary Judge
atamed. by His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal,
‘specially constituted to hear and determine all andall manner
of causes and complaints as to ships, goods, and Slaves seized
and taken in such illicit traffic, in a certain business, moved
and prosecuted before the said Commissary Judges on our be-
half, against the ship called the Escravo, whereof Pereiro de
Mattos was Master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and
the goods, wares, merchandize, and Slaves on board the same,
takenby our ship Confiance, Sir James Lucas Yeéo, Knight,
Commander, and brought ‘to Sierra Leone ; and alsoagainst
Pereiro de Mattos, the Claimant of the said ship, cargo, and
Slaves, rightly and duly proceeding on the day of the date
hereof, at the petition of hath |
decréed the said ship and the goods, wares, and merchatdize
Jaden therein

[Here state theparticulurs required to be inspectedeither
of‘ship or otherwise.

As the fect may'be.justice so requiring, we do therefore by these ‘presents dutho-
rize and empower you jointly and ‘severally, and do strictly

_ charge and command you, that you forthwith inspect and view
the said ship [and the several goods, wares, and imeérchandize
on board the said ship] Escravo, ‘and thatyou reduce the same
into a true, perfect, and particular inventory in writing, and
that you transmit’a certificate by you subscribed, of the parti-
culars, names and descriptions, and sortments of the said
‘goods, together with their géneral_marks and numbers, and
thenature, use, quantities, and qualities thereof to our afore-
said Commissary Judges immediately‘after ‘the execution
thereof, together with these presents.. Given at Sierra Leone
aforesaid, under the‘seal of the said Commission, the
dayof ‘in the yearof our Lord 1819, and of our
reign the59th. . Bo ,8 (L. S$.) | D.M.HAMILTON, Registrac,
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Ft 3s the practice of: the Court ofAdmiralty wi

damages, or expences are decieed by. the Court for.the ots,
in whose favour the decree-has beea madete bring inneye
count of such costs, &c.as-he considers himself entitled to,
‘which is referred to the Registrar to ascertain theamount due,

and the Registrar takes to his ascistaace one or two Merchants
-of ‘known respectability, and makes his report as to the
amount to ‘be paid under the decree. Either party is atiit

to object to the report; but incaseno objection is made thereto
withina short period after its being brought im, the same is |
confirmed by the Court. Although this is the practice jy the
‘Hign Court of Admiralty, yet, as:the allowance to he made
for demurrage and other damages is -so clear! inted out
ander the Treaties, it may not be-generally applicable to these
‘Commissions. If -however, there shouldbe any occasion te
estimate damages not within the precise terms of the Treaties,
it may ‘be convenient that the practice of the CourtofAdmi-
salty should be adepted.

—————2———E—_EE

_ Thefallowing ts the Formof «a Registrar's Report.

Ship ESCRAMQ, Rereiro.de Mattos, Master.

‘To the tr .and well-bdloved theCommis ry Judges
named in the Mixed Commissionestablished ot ‘Sierra
Levne.

‘Whereasby -yonr-decree of‘the ay of Form ofRegtewar's
18kQ, you ‘pronounced the said Ship, ‘Cargo, andR*Pe*

Sleyes to haye -belonged :as-claimed, and :decreed the:same
to besestoned to theClaimant, fortheuseof ‘the ownerend
proprigtar thereof, with costs, dameges and expenees, and
referredthe consideration :of such costs, damages ‘and ‘ex-
penses to your Registrar, and on:the . day of

following you refevred an account, breught
in on behalf of the Claimant, of ‘the costs, damages end
expenees, to report thereon. -Now I.do:most humbly.re-
port, that having taken the same, together with:what was
urgedby theparties and their agents on ‘both sides into:eon-
sideration, I am of opinion, that the Claimantisintitled
wader your said decree,:to the several sumsmentioned inthe
schedule hereunto annexed.

All which is humbly submitted by
DM. SIAMILTON, Registrar.

=r

Is is directed by the Regulations for theMixed Commissions,
and ‘forms part of ‘the ‘Treaties, that in cage of the condem-
nation of aVessel, for -an unlawful voyage, she shall be de-
clared lawful prize, as well as her Cargo, of whatever descrip-
tion the same ‘may ‘be, ‘withthe exception of the Slaves, ;
the said Vesseland Cargo are ordered :to be sold for the ‘profit

Ship and Cargo to
andbewold for the pros

au fit of the Two Go-
of the two ‘Governments. It will therefore be proper that veraments.
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some Officer shouldbe appointed by’ the Conmmissary Judge

Lhfor. the purpose of executing such sales, and the fo wing fs
the Form of a Commission to issue for that purpose, which *.
to.bé prepared by the Registrar,

eee

Form of a Commission of Appraisement and Sale,

form of Commis- GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God, .of . the‘ee of appraisee United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Ireland, King, De.ment and sale. fenderof the Faith, To ne
reeting: Whereas our Trusty and Well Beloved,

Thomas Gregory, our Commissary Judge, named in theMixed Commission, established in our Colony’ ot Sierra
Leone, for the purpose of preventing the illegal Traffic in
Slaves, and E. F. the Commissary Judge, named. by: His
‘Most Faithful Majesty, the King of ortugal, specially
constituted to hear and determine all and all manner of
causes and complaints, as to Ships, Goods, and Slaves,
seized and taken in such illicit Traffic, in.a certainbusinessmoved and prosecuted before the said Commissary Judges,
on Our behalf, against the Ship called the Escravo,whereof
Pereiro de Mattos was Master, her tackle, apparel, and
furniture, and the goods, wares, merchandize, an Slaves on
board the same, taken by our Ship Confiance, Sir James
Lucas Yeo, Knight, Commander, and brought to SierraLeone, rightly and duly proceeding, hath decreed a Com-
mission to issue tor the a praisement and sale of. the said
Ship Escravo, :and all and. singular thegoods, wares, and
merchandize on board the same (justice ao requiring). We
do therefore, by these presents, authorise and empower youjointly and. severally, and do. strictly charge and command
you, that: you fail- not to reduce into writing, a full,, trueand perfect inventory of the said Ship and Cargo, and that
ou choose two good and lawful men [or one if the property

is small] well experienced in such affairs, and swear them
faithfully and justly to appraise the same, according to their
true value, and that you so appraise and value, or cause the
same to he so appraised and valued, and the ‘appraisement
being taken, that you expose, or eause the aforesaid Ship
Escravo, and all and singular the goods, wares, and mer-
chandize on board the same, to be exposed to public sale,
and that you sell or cause the same to be sold to the best
bidder, andthat; you pay or cause to be paid, the produce
money arising from such Sale into the hands of the Regis-
trar of our aforesaid Commission, within two months from.
the day of the date hereof, and that at the same time you
duly transmit the Appraisement subscribed by you, and the
sai appraisers, together with the account of such sale, also
subscribed by you, to our aforesaid ‘Commissary Judges,
‘together with these presents. Given at Sierra Leone afore-
said, under.the Seal of the said Commission, the
day of _ 4n the year of our Lord 1819, and
of our reign the 59th, .

(L. 8.) D. M. HAMILTON, Registrar.
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Tt will ‘be seenby the tenor of the Commission, that the
property is to be sold, and the Commission returned -with the
account of sales and proceeds, to the Registry, within two
months. If, however, in any ‘instance, ‘this period should be
considered too short, it may be extended by application to ‘the
Judges, otherwise the Commission should be returned, and
the proceeds paid into-the hands.of the Registrar by the time
limited in. the Commission; and on failure thereof, the Com-
missary Judges may enforce the same bymonition or attach-
ment, and the Registrar should, every six months, make a re-
turn’ of the ‘business’ done under the ‘Commission, and also
transmit ‘an account, together with. the amount of the pto-
ceeds, to such person or persons as-His-Majesty’s Government
may think proper to appoint.
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No. 8.
1

‘PiscountCastlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone.

GENTLEMEN, Toreign Office, April 3, x819.

IN reference to thesecond Article of. the Convention between Great Bii-tain and Portugal, of. the 28th July 1817, I send to you for your informa.tion a copy ofan arrangement, which bas this day been signed by the Condede “Palmella ang-myself, respecting the expressions made use of in thearticle in question, as to the situation--of. the Territories ofMolembo.and
Cabinda.

You ‘will freely communicate to your Portuguese Colleagues acertifiedcopy of this document ; and you will consider yourselves aut orized to take
cognizance of it in your proceedings, as an integral part of the Convention
of the 28th of July 1817. I &

am, &e.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,
&e. &e. Se.

 

(Inclosure in No. 8.)

HAVENDO-se concluido entre Sua Magestade Britannica e SuaMages.
tade Fidelissima huma Convencad, assignada em Londres, aos 28 de Julio
de 1817, que tem por objecto o impediro trafico illicito d’escravatura:
E tendo-se declarado pelo Artigo segundo da sobredita Convencad que o

trafico d’escravatura continua a ser permittido aos vassallos Portuguezes,
unicamnente em certos territorios que no mencionado Artigo se descrevem :
E porquanto os Territorios de Molembo e Cabinda, se achad designados

no sobredito Artigo como situados na costa Oriental de Africa, o que eviden-
temente se mostra ser hum engano de palavras, pois que os ditos Territorios.
de Molembo e Cabinda estad de facto situados na costa Occidental, e nad.na
costa Oriental de Africa: .

Declarad os abaixo assignados que se tera por annulada a palavra Oriental
n'aquella parte de Artigo segundo acima mencionada, substituendo-se-lhe a
palavra Occidental, e que a ultima parte de referido Artigo fica portanto
sendo de teor seguinte:

“* Os Territorios de Molembo e Cabinda na costa Occidental da Africa,
“¢ desde 0° quinto grau e doze minutos até ao oitavo grau de latitude me-
** ridional.”

Convierad outrosim es abaixo assignados em que a presente declaracad seja
-considerada como parte intégrante da sobredita Convencio.
Em testemunho e fé do que os abaixo assignados, Secretario d’Estado de

Sua MagestadeBritannicada Reparticad dos Negocios Estrangeiros, e En-
viado Extraordinario e Ministro Plenipatenciario de Sua Magestade Fidelis-
sima junto a Sua Magestade Britannica, firm4rama presente declaracad_ con
08 seus proprios punhos, e a sellarem com os sellos das suas armas, em Lon-
dres aos trez dias do mez de Abril do anno do nascimento de Nosso Senhor
Jezus Christo mil outocentos e dezenove.

(L.S.) CONDE DE PALMELLA.
(L.S.) CASTLEREAGH, —
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(Translation of Inelosure in No. 8.)

WHEREAS a Convention, having for its object the prevention of theillicit Traffic in Slaves, was concluded between His Britannic Majesty and
His Most Faithful Majesty, and signed at London on the 28th ofJuly
1817 :— ;

And whereas by the second Article of that Convention the traffic in Slaves
was declared still to be permitted to Portuguese subjects, only within certain
Territories therein described ;

And whereas the Territories of Molembo and Cabinda are. described. by
‘that Article to be on the Eastern Coast of Africa; and whereas this descrip-
tiot is evidently a verbal mistake, the. said Territories of Molembo and Ca-
‘binda, dying in fact upou the Western and not upon the Zastern Coast of

_ Africa .
It is hereby declared, by the undersigned, that the word Eastern, in that

part of the second Article above alluded to, shall be held to-he annulled, and
the word Western to stand in it’s place; and the latter part of the Article in
ucstion shall accordingly be held to run thus :—
“The Territories ot Molembo and Cabinda, uyion the Western Coast of

«Africa, ‘from the ‘fifth deg. twelve min. to the eighth deg. south latitude.”
It wasfartheragreed ‘between the undersigned, that the present declara-.

tion shall be considered as an integral part of the said Convention.
In witness and in faith of the above, the undersigned, His Britannic

Majesty’s Scorctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and His Most Faithful
Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court ot
St. James's, ‘have hereunto set their.hands and scals, at London, this thisd
day of April, in the ycar of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and nine-
‘teen.

(L. 8.) CASTLEREAGH.
(L.8.) COUNT DE PALMELLA.

 

No. 9.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone.

GextLemen, Foreign Office, June 9, 1819.

IN reference to the latter part of ‘a‘former dispatch I -have. to desire, that
in reporting your procecdings for tlie information of His Royal Highness's
Government, ‘you will send home to me copies or abstracts of the- evidence
on each ship brought before you for judgment, with a view of putting His
Royal Highnces's Government in possession of every-possible intelligence and
document, ‘that :may be of service on the subject ofthe Traffic in Slaves.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Majesty's Commissioners ut Sierra’ Leone,
&e. &e. &e.
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No..10

Thanas Gregory, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G., &c. &., dated
Sierra Leone, June 21, 1819.—Received September 15, 1819,

My Lorp,

1 HAD the honour, under date of the 1st of May, to inform your Lord-
slip of my arrival at Cadiz, and of mybeing about to proceed immediately
from thence with His Catholic Majesty’s Commissary Judge and Commis-
sioner cf Arbitraticn, to this place, in order to enter upon the duties en-
trusted to our care, under the Mixed Commission for preventing the illegal
Traffic in Slaves. Co

I now take the earliest opportunity of informing your Lordship that we
landed here on the 8th instant, and agreeably to my instructions I, withou
loss of time, fully communicated with Mr. Fitzgerald, His Majesty’s Comt
inissioncrof Arbitration, on the subject ofour appointments ; and Jaid befor_
him His Royal Highness’s Commission, with the other documents which |
brought with me relating to the duties ofmy mission. We immediately,
together with the Spanish Commissary and Commissioner, took, in roper
dorm, the oath prescribed, and administered to Mr. Hamilton (the Registrar)
the-oath prescribed for him.

His Excellency Governor MacCarthy, in pursuance of. the Instructions
which he has received from His Majesty’s Government, tas ordered -a
‘convenient house to be got ready for us, as an office to carry on the duties of
‘the different Mixed Commissions, and Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Hamilton, and
myself are perfectly prepared, in conjunction with the Spanish Commissary
‘and Commissioner, to enter upon our duties accordingly, whenever any Spa-
nish Slave vessel, acting in violation of the Treaties, may be captured and
‘sent inte this port by any of His Majesty’s cruizers. In the mean time I
have to observe, for your Lordship’s information, that Mr. Hamilton (who
had been employed by Captain Willis when on this-station last year),has put
into my hands tae documents relating to the detention of the Spanish Slave
‘ship the Josefa, captured on the 15th of May 1818 by His Majesty's ship
Cherub, and on the 26th of November sent into this place, where she sunk
-on the 24th of May last, after having first landed her Slaves (twenty-eight in
number), who were delivered over to the Governor. I shall immediately, in
‘conjunction with Don Francisco le Fer, the Spanish Commissary, go into
the merits of: tls case, and in “my next dispatch shall. have the honour of
laying the results before your Lordship.
Iam sorry to be under the necessity of informing your Lordship, that ne

‘Commissioners aré yct come forward from Rio Janeiro on the part of His
Most Faithful Majesty, and, consequently, it is not in our,power at present,
to take cognizance of any Portuguese vessel that may be sent in under the
-before-mentioned circumstances ; there are, however, now actually here two
small Portuguese vessels, a schooner, and a brig captured by His Majesty's
shipTartar, Commodore Sir George Collier. oe

__ now presume to assure your Lordship, that in the execution of the duties
-of my mission, I shall everKeep in view that part of my Instructions, wher@n
1 am commanded to endeavour uniformly to combine a fair and conscientious
zeal for the preventionof the illegal Traffic in Slaves, with. the maintenance
of the strictestjustice towards the partics concerned, and with the promotion
ala spirit of conciliation and harmony between His Majesty’s subjects and
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those of the Kings of Spain and Portugal. I will only add, that in every partef the performance of my official duties; my utmost zeal and exertions will
be used to evince how anxiousI am to merit the full approbation of yourLordship, and to shew that the Commission with which I have been’ ho-noured by His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, has not been unworthily
bestowed...

I have the honour, &c.

. (Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.
Viscount Castlereagh, Kt. G.

&e. §e. &e.

 

No. 11.

Thomas Gregory, Esq. to Fiscount Castlereagh, K. G. Se. §c., dated
Sierra Leone, July 24, 1819.—Received October 23, 1819.

My Lorp,

I HAD the ‘honour of addressing your Lordship under date of the 21stultimo, and I have now that of inclosing a duplicate thereof, as also to inclosea statement of the case of the Spanish Slave ship Josefa.
As my colleague, Don Francisco Le Fer, the Spanish Commissary Judge,

does not conceive himself authorized to take the abovementioned case of theJosefa into consideration, on account of its being unknown whether or notCaptain Willis, the Captor, was provided with the special instructions alludedtomthe ninth and eleventh Articles of the Treaty of the 23d September1817, I have not deemed it necessary to press the matter upon him; espe-cially as I conceive that no detriment can happen either to the captors or tothe captured, by delay ; the ship being sunk, and the few unfortunate Slaveswho.were landed from her profiting by the humane care and protectionof Governor MacCarthy.
The Portuguese Commissioners have not yet arrived from Rio de Janciro.

I have the honour to be,
&e., &c., .

(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
Se. §e. &e.

 

(Luclosure in No. 11.)

The Case ofthe Spanish Ship Josefa, Buenaventura Llarena, Master.

THIS ship sailed from Puerto Rico for the coast of Africa on the 22dFebruary 1818, three months subsequent to the exchange of the Ratificationof the Treaty of the 23d September 1817. After making the coast of Africa,near Mesurado, in Jatitude deg. 5 min. north, theycommenced trading, andpurchased forty-five Slaves between that place and Cape Appollonia in lati-tude 5 deg. north. On the 15th of May the Josefa was captured whilst ly-ing off Ca Appollonia, by Ilis Majesty's ship Cherub, Captain Willis, andtaken toJamaice, from whence she was sent to the Havammah, and from thislatter place-to ‘Sierra Leone, where she arrived on the 26th November 18 18,and, on the 24th ot May last, being in a very leaky state, she sunk.
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-Qn leaving Pucrto Riéo the Josefa had on board,,as Supercargo, an Ameri-
ean citizen of the name of Samuel Ives, who, just before. the, capture of the
vessel, left her in the long boat, taking with him ten Slaves.
The crew of the Joseta, consisted of thirty-three men, twenty Spaniards,

and thirteen foreigners,principally Americans, ;
Ives the Supercargo directed the course of the ship, and pointed out to the

Master the places where he intended to trade for Slaves.
Such is, in abstract, the declaration on oath of the Master of the Josefa.

His avowal of the fact of forty-five Slaves having been purchased betwixt
Cape Mesurado and Cape Appollonia, corroborated by the circumstances of
part of the Slaves having been found on board at the time of the capture,
and the ship not being in possession of the requisite royal passport, are more
than proofs sufficient to stamp the voyage with illegality.

 

No. 12.

His Majesty's Commissarics to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. &c., dated
Sierra Leone, July 24, 1819.—ZReceived October 23, 1819.

My Lorp,

WE have the honour to inform your Lordship, that when the Members
of the Mixed Commission met, on the morning of the 9th June, at the
Government House, preparatory to taking the official oaths, the British
Commission was, in the first instance, produced and read; and, in pursuance
af your Lordship’s instructions to us, to ascertain that the Commission of
ourSpanish Associates was proper in form and substance, we invited them
to produce it. We were informed, that they. had not any Commissions
similar to ours; but they exhibited to us their respective Letters of. Appoint-
ment, signed by the Marquis de Casa Irujo, comprizing some short instruc-
tions relative to the Treaties and other matters. Mr. Camps, the Commis-
sidner of Arbitration, observed at the same time, that every Government had
its own forms of authenticating its Agents.

In obedience to your Lordship’s instruction, to combine a spirit of conci-
liation and. harmony with the due discharge of our official duties, and with
the most cordial disposition to fulfil that injunction, we forbore to make any
exception, and the oaths were accordingly taken by all the Members of the
Commission; but, on separate consultation, at repeated opportunities, we
have concurred in the propriety of notifying to your ‘Lordship the absence
ofa Royal Commission from His Catholic Majesty, in order that immediate
proceedings might be taken to supply the deficiency, if your Lordship should
think that necessary. :

Wehave the honeur to be, &e. Ke.

Signed THOMAS GREGORY..
EDWARD FITZGERALD.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
§e. Se. §e.

P.S. A copy of the printed Memoranda, which were drawn up with a
view to afford, us assistance in the technical part of: our. conduct, as His
Majesty's Commissary Judge and Commissioner of Arbitration, have been,
agreeably to your Lordship’s directions, communicated to the Cummis-
sioncrs of His Catholic Majesty; and they agree to adopt. with us the
regulations therein stated.
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No 13.

His Majesty's Commissioners andRegistrar to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.Se. &c., datedSierra Leone, July 24, 1819.—Received October 23,1819.

My Lorp,

WE feel it a particular obligation of duty to convey to your Lordship, -inthe strongest manner, our acknowledgments for the respect shewnto.theMixed Commission for this Settlement and its objects, by His ExcellencGovernor MacCarthy, and also for his hospitality and personal attention toall the Members of the Commission.
We have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.
EDWARD FITZGERALD.Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. D. M.HAMILTON,

&e. &e. §e.

 

No. 14.

Thomas Gregory, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &., datedSierra
Leone, August 23, 1819.—Received October 8, 1819.

My Lorp,

I HAVE now to inform your Lordship, that Captain Kelly, of His Majesty’sship Pheasant, brought into this port, on the evening of the 19th instant, asmall Portugueze schooner, called the Nova Felicidade, Antonio Toaquin,Master, which vessel Captain Kelly captured on the3oth ofJuly, in latitude2 deg.23 min. north, with seventy-one Slaves on board: and that Captain Strong,of His Majesty's ship Morgiana, brought in the next day the Spanish schos-ner the Nuestra Senora de Regla, commanded by Santiago Mazana, whichvessel Captain Strong captured in latitude 4deg. 43 min. north, on the 13th in-stant, with only one Slave on board.
As to Captain Kelly’s prize, the Portugueze schooner, the NovaFelicidade,there not being any Commissioners yet come forward from Rio de Janeiro,on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, that vessel cannot at present bebrought to adjudication ; and the case must therefore remain. in the samestate as those vessels.captured by Commodore Sir George Collier, to whichsubjeet Ialluded in my dispatch of the 2ist of June.
And as to the case of the Nuestra Senora de Regla, captured by CaptainStrong, that must also starid overfor the present, owing to themelancholystate of health to which Don Francisco Le Fer, the Spanish CommissaryJudge is now in: that gentleman, I am sorry to observe, hasbeen at thepoint of death; and is still in a most precarious situation, occasioned by thefever of the country,

,
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In my ‘ast dispatch, I had .the honour to state.to your Lordshi
that the printed-:memorandum of ‘regulations, intended for the use of the
‘Mixed Commission, and which.1- was directed to’ submit to the cons.
deration of the Gentlemen of the Spanish Commission, hid been accord.
ingly laid before them, and approyed of by them, as it was intimated
to me by. Don Franciseo le Fer, the Spanish Commissary Judge. . The
unfortunate illness of. this gentleman ‘having, in some measure, brought
forward Mr. Camps, the Commissioner of Arbitration, who has hitherto
‘declined appearing as.a member ofthe Mixed Commission, to take any part
in discussing questions relative to, that Commission; this gentleman now
objects. to the regulations,in so much as neither himselfor hiscolleague
have received directions from.their own Court to adopt them as the guide of
their proceedings.

. Conceiving it therefore my duty to state this circumstance to your
Lordship, I, at the same time, humbly suggest the expediency of the regu-
lations in question being sent to them officially by their own Court, with
orders to adhcre. to them, as forming the model of the proceedings of the
Mixed Commission;Court: I dlso humbly beg leave to suggest the expedi-.
ency.of similar orders being sent from His Most Faithful Majesty to the
Commissioners on the'part of Portugal; as also:from His Majesty the King
of the Netherlands, to the members of the Mixed Commission, who may be
‘sent hither from that country.

In consequence of the application of Captain Kelly, whose letter I have
the honour of inclosing, I immediately procured Governor. MacCarthy’s
sanction to have the Slaves landed, and they are now under His Excellency’s.

:protection. . Lo.

I have ‘the-henour to be, &c. &c.

(Signed) THOMAS -GREGOBY.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. &e. Se.

‘Incloswre in No. 14.)

BM. Keily, Esq., to Thomas Gregory, Esq., His Majesty's Principal
Commissioner.of the Mixed Commission, Sierra Leone.

Eis Majesty's Ship Pheasant,
Sir, Sierra Leone, dugust 20th 1819.

THEgreatinclemencyofthe weather, added to the presentexposed state
-of the unfortunate Slaves on board the Portugueze schooner Nova Felicidade,
-detained by me, andnow lying in this river, rendering it absolutely neces-
sary for the preservation of their health, and perhaps their lives, that they
should be immediately removed to a place of greater shelter and comfort, |.
have:to request you will be pleased to give some directions for that purpose.

Iam, Sir, &c. &c. .
(Signed) B. M. KELLY, Commander.

Thomas Gregory, Esq.
de. Se. &e.



No. 15,

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Ofice,. November 18, 1819.

I HAVE duly received your dispatches to the 23d August, and have laid thesame before The Prince Regent. —
I send to you hcrewith the copy of a letter addressed to me by the Count

de Palmella, the Portuguese Envoy at this Court, under date of the 29th
October 1819, and of my dnswer to the Count, dated this day, respecting
the non-arrival of the Portuguese Commissioners at Sierra Leone, and the
consequent proposition of the Count de Palmella, that you should proceed
to the judgment of the Portuguese vessel the Nova Felicidade; andI am to
convey to you the Instructions ot His Royal Highness the Prince Regent,
that youproceed to the judgment of that vessel, without waiting for the
arrival of the Portuguese Cominissioner, according to the tenor.of this cor-
respondence.

Tam, &c.
(Signedj CASTLEREAGH.

Lhs Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,
Se. Se &e.

(First Inclosure in No. 15.)

Le Conte de Palmella a Viscomte Castlereagh,K. G. &. &.

Mi Lorp, | Londres, ce29 Octobre 1819.

J'AI recu la Lettre que Votre Excellence m’a fait Phonneur de m’ addresseren date du 25 courant, dans la quelle, aprés vous étre referé 4 extrait (quiaccompagnait votre Lettre) du rapport recu d’un des CommissairesBritanniques
4 Sierra Leone, relativement au Navire Portugais, Nova Felicidade, que leBatiment de guerre de Sa Majesté Britannique y a-.amené, et qui, faute deCommissaires de la partde Sa Majesté ‘T'rés Fidelle n’a pas pu: étre jugé,votre Excellence me recommande de representer 4 ma Cour les inconveniensqui resultent du rétard de l'arrivée des susdits Commissaires Portugais a SierraLeone, et la névessité d’en presser le départ afin de remédier, le platétpossible 4 ces mémes inconvéniens.
En réponse, je dois vous assurcr, my Lord, que mon Gouvernement ne

merite aucuncment d’étre blamé du retard dont vous semblez Paecuser dansvotre Lettre. Malgré toute sa sollicitude, if n’a paspu trouver despersonnes
capables qui aient voulu accepter la place de Commissaire a Sierra Leone; et
c'est ce qui l'a obligé, Ala fin de m’autoriser a les choisir d’entre les individus
Portugais. établis 4 Londres, si Je le pouvais, ou de transmettre cette méme
autorisation 4 Messieurs les Gouverneurs du Royaumede.Portugal. Voila
aussi ce que j’ai du faire, ct je me flatte, 4 Pheure qu’il est que Leurs xcellencesiuront trouvées des personnes capables qui aient voulu accepter le susdit emploi
deCommissaires 4 Sierra Leone et qwelles ne tarderont pas a se rendre a leur.
destination.
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En attendant, permettez moi de vous proposer, My Lord, de faire ap-
pliquer au cas actuel du navire Nova Felicidade cette partie de l'art. XIV
du réglément pour les Commissions Mixtes, qui regarde cette ¢tablie 4 Sierra
Leone, oi il est dit “ que dans le cas de mort d’un ou de plusieurs des Com-
missaires, ceux qui leur survivront, seront autorisés 4juger les batimens dont
des cas scront portés par devant cette Commisson, bien entendu cependant qvil
restera aux parties interessées la faculté d’appeller de cejugement par devant
1a Commission Mixte €tablie 4 Rio de Janeiro.
En faisant cette proposition, je prie votre Excellence de la regarder comme

une nouvelle preuve du désir constant qui anime le Gouvernement de Sa
Majesté Trés Fidelle de voir remplies complettement et aussi prompte-
-ment que possible les stipulations de la Convention additionnelle du 28 Juillet
41819.

9 -J’ai Phonneur d’étre, My Lord, &c.

(Signé) LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Se. &e. Se.

 

(Translation of First Inclosure in No. 15.)

Count de Palmella to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &e. Se.

My Lorp, London, October 29, 1819.

IT HAVE received the letter which your Excellency has done me the honour
of addressing me, dated the 25th instant, in which after referring to the
extract (which accompanied yourletter) of the report received from one of
the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone, relative to the Portugueze ship
Nova Felicidade, which one of His Britannic Majesty’s ships of war carried
‘Into that port, andwhich, owing to there being no Commissioners appointed
on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, could not be proceeded against,
your Excellency recommends me torepresent to my Court the inconveniences
that result from the delay of the arrival of the aforesaid Portegueze Commis-
‘sioners at Sierra Leone, and the necessity of urging their immediate depar-
ture, in order to remedy the said inconveniences as soon as possible.

In answer, I have to assure your Lerdship, that no blame should in ary
respect be attached to my Government for the delay with which your letter
appears to charge it.—Notwithstanding all its solicitude, it has not been
able to find suitable persons who would accept the situation of Commissioner
at Sierra Leone, and this has at length compelled it to empower me to
select them from amongst the Portuguese individuals established at London,
if possible, or to transmit this authority to the Governors of the kingdom of
Portugal.—This I have thought it my duty to do, and I flatter myself that
their Excellencies will by this time have selected proper persons, who will
shave accepted the aforesaid situations of Commissioners at Sierra Leone, and
that they will without.delay proceed to their destination.

In the mean time, permit me, my Lord, to propose to you tu apply to the
case of the ship in question (the N. Felicidade) that part of the 14th article of
the regulations for the Mixed Commissions which regards the one established
at Sierra Leone, wherein it is said, “that in caseof the death of one or more.
of the Commissioners, those surviving shall be authorised to proceed to the
adjudication of the ships which shall be brought before that Commission—
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jt being nevertheless well understood, that the parties interested shall have
the right of appeatJrom this judgment to the Mixed Commission esta-
blished at Rio Janeiro.

I beg your Excellency will consider this proposition as a fresh proof of
the constant desire which animates the Government of His Most Faithful
‘Majesty to see completely fulfilled, and with all possible expedition, the sti-
pulations of the additional Convention of the 28th of July 1819.

I have the honour to be, &c.
| (Signed) COUNT DE PALMELLA.

‘Fiscount Castlereagh, K. G.
Se. Se. &e.

 

(Second Inclosure in No. 15) .

Viscount Castlereagh to Count de Palmella,&c. &e.

Foreign Office, November 18, 1819.

“THE undersigned has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Count
‘De Palmella’s note of the 29th October 1819, expressive of the difficulties
experienced by the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty in selecting
proper persons able and willing to undertake the duties of Portuguese Com-
missioners at Sierra Leone ; and proposing, that, in the particular case of the
Nova Felicidade, the adjudication should be proceeded in by the British
‘Commissioners alone, in the absence of any on the part of His Most Faithful
‘Majesty: under.an application to them of that part of the Art XIV. of the
regulation for the Mixed Commissions, which states, that in the case of the
‘death of one or both of the Portuguese Commissioners at Sierra Leone,
judgment shall be proceeded in by the remaining individuals of the Mixed
Commission there.
The undersigned has received His Royal Highness’s directions to give in-

structions to His Majesty’s Commissioners, in conformity with the above-
mentioned proposition on the part of the Count De Palmella, subject, never-
theless, to the understanding, that neither the British captors nor His Majes-
ty’s Government, shall be held to be liable to any increased expence arising
out of the non-arrival of the Portuguese Commissioners.
The undersigned, &c. &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
Count de Palmella,

_ &e. &e. §e.
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No. 16.

Fiscount Castlereagh to His Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone,

GENTLEMEN, , Foreign Office, December 30, 1819.

I HAVE the honour to send herewith to you, for your infor mation, the copy
of a note, dated the 13th of October 1819, from M. de Villanova Portugai,
the Secretary of State at Rio de Janeiro, to Mr. Chamberlain, His Majesiy’s
Chargé d’Affaires at that Court; by which you will perceive the steps, which
the Brazilian Government have.taken, in execution of the fourth and seventh
Articles of the Convention of the 28th of July 1817.

T have, &c.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

fis Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,

&e. &e. &e.

 

(Inclosure in No. 16.)

THIS dispatch will be found among the papers containing the correspon-
dence with His Majesty’s Mission in Brazil. .

 

No. 17.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone.

GENTLEMEN, . Foreign Office, December 30, 1819.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that advices have been received
from His-Majesty’s Chargé des Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, ‘bearing date
the 13th of October 1819, stating, that the Government of Brazil had caused
passports to be struck,@f ‘and instructions to be printed, with which vessels
engaged in the Slave Trade ought to be provided, in conformity with the
fourth and seventh Articles of the Convention of the 28th July 1817, and
that all the vessels carrying on that ‘Trade, had in consequence begun to be
cleared, as well from Rio de Janciro as from the other ports in Brazil,
with the formalities indicated therein. Orders had likewise been sent to
Mosambique, Angola, and St. Thomas’s, to build schooners and other vessels
of war, to be especially employed in preventing the illicit ‘Trafficin Slaves,
aceording to the stipulations of the seventh Article of the abovementioned
Convention,

Iam &e.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

Elis Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,
Se. &e. &e.
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No. 18.

Discount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone.

(GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, January 4th 1820.

I HAVE the honour to furnish you, for your information, with the ac-
companying ‘copy of a dispatch, dated the 13th of October 1819, from His
Majesty's Chargé des Affaires at Rio de Janciro, relating to the delay of the
installation of the Mixed British and Portuguese Commissioa at that place,
‘and to the Commission given by His Most Faithful Majesty to the Conde de
Palmella, to select proper persons to be His Most Faithful Majesty’s Com-
‘missioners at Sierra Leone.

Iam, &ce.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

its Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,

&c. &e. &e.

 

(Inclosure in No. 18.)

THIS dispatch will be found among the papers ‘containing the correspon-
dence with His Majesty’s Mission in Brazil.

 

No. 19.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, January 18, 1820.

IN reference-to your dispatch, dated the 15th of July 1819, on the mode
of appointment of the Spanish Commissioners at Sierra Leone, I inclose to
you atranslation of the note which was addressed upon this subject by the
Spani shSecretary of State to Sir Henry Wellesley, on the Ist of December
1819,
As it is therein stated to be customary, that the Spanish Secretary of State

should sign Commissions of this description, and that his signature is suffi-
cient to give to the proceedings of the Spanish Commissioners the same vali-
dity as would be imparted to them by the Royal Sign Manual, there need
be no further hesitation on this point. ,

Iam, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,
&e. &e. &§e.
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‘Portuguese Envoy at this Court, has an
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(Inclosure in No. 19.)

( Transiation.)

Sir,
Palace, December 1, 1819,

I HAVE laid before the King, my august Master, your Excellency’s note
of the 24th Novemberlast, in which, on accourt of the difference eXistingin the mode’of appointment of the Spanish and British Commissioners .atSierra Leone, (an consequently at the Havannah) that of the formerbeinsigned only by His Majesty’s First Secretary of State, while that of the latteris madeout under the’Royal Sign Manual, your Excellency requests thatadecision may. be taken by the Spanish Government, whether the a pointmentsigned by the said Secretary is sufficient to give to the procee ings of theSpanish Commissioners the:same solemnity and validity as would be impartedto thembythe Royal Sign Manual—and His Majesty commands me to re lyto your Excellency, that, according to the practice and usage of His Cn-binet, with regard to such Commissions, the signature of his FirstSecretaryof State gives all the necessary force to the proceedings of the Spanish Com-missioners in the present instance since the date of their nomination; bywhich declaration all further apprehension must: be precluded with regard to.the difference in the ‘powers of the Mixed Commissioners alluded to in yourExcellency’s aforesaid note.

I avail myself, &c.
(Signed) _L. EL.DUQUE DE SANFERNANDO Y QUIROGA.

 

No. 20.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at SierraLeone.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, February 6,.1820. |
I HAVE the honour to-acquaint you that the Count de Palmella, the

nounced tome, that the Governorsof the kingdom of Portugal have, iti virtue of the authority delegated to themto that ‘effect-by His Most Faithful -Majesty, nominated Messieurs JoadJacomo Altavilla and Joaquim Cesar de la Figaniere, to.form part of the.mixéd British and’ Portuguese Commission at Sierra Leone,the first men-.tioned gentleman as ‘Commissary Judge, and the second as Commissioner ofArbitration, on the part ofHisMost aithtul Majesty.‘These two gentlemen, who are now at Lisbon, will take their departure.by the first convenient op rtunity ; probably by one of His Majesty’s ships,if, without ‘injury toHis ajesty's service, the ship can touch atLisbon to,accommodate them with a passage to Sierra Leone.
Iam, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
His Majesty's CommissionersatSierra Leone,

&e. &e. &e,
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No. 21..

Thomas Gregory, Esq. to. Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. &e., dated
Sierra Leone, October 10, 1819.—Recewed February. 13,: 1820.

My Lorp,

JT HAVE the honour ‘to inform your Lordship that, after having waited
with anxious hope for the recovery from severe illness of my colleague Don
Francisco Le Fer, and finding that there was little chance (as the result has

proved), of hisbeing speedily in’a state to attend to any business whatever,
both Mr. Fitzgerald and myself ‘deemed it necessary to solicit Don José
Camps to act for him as Commissary Judge on the part of His Catholic Ma-
jesty, im taking cognizance of the capture and detention, by the Morgiana, of
the Spanish schooner N.S. de Regla. M. Camps at irst declined to act in
_any shape in the business, but at length, after having stated the grounds on
which he would agree to sit at the Board, he met us, Mr. Fitzgerald and my-
self, and proceeded in’ conjunction with us to the adjudication of the vessel,
the case of which was rather intricate, owing to there being but one Slave
on board at the time of her capture, ,
For your Lordship’s information, I have the honour to inclose herewith a

copy of the case and condemnation (which took place on the 13th ultimo) of
the Spanish schooner above alluded to, as also a copy of the conditions which
Don José ‘Camps insisted on before he would proceed to the adjudication of
that vessel. . ,
Ihave further the honour of stating to your Lordship, that Captain Strong

sent into this port another prize on the 3d.instant, the Spanish schooner Fa-
biana, which he capturedby the boats of the Morgiana on the 18th ultimo,
aftera long chace, im latitude 4 deg. 10 min. N. and longitude 7 deg. 52 min.
'W.with thirteen Slaves on board.

The-case of ‘the Fabiana, which, with a copy annexed thereto of ihe con-
demnation of that vessel, I have also the honour of inclosing for your Lord-
ship’s information, is so clear in stamping the voyage with illegality, that no
question could arise as to the sentence which we ought to pronounce, and
the sentence of condemnation was accordinglypronounced unanimously.

In your Lordship’s dispatch, under date of the 9th of June, addressed to
Mr. Fitzgerald and myself jointly, it is desired, that in reporting our pro-
ceedings here for the information of His Royal Highness’s Government, we
‘Should send to your Lordship copies or abstracts of the evidence on each vessel
brought before our Board for judgment, in order to put His Royal High-
ness’s Government in possession of every possible intelligence and document
that may be of service on the subject ot the Traffic in Slaves. Your Lord-
ship’s commands on this, as on every other occasion, will be strictly at-
tended to.

If the abstracts of the cases of the two Spanish schooners, the N. S. de
Regla and the Fabiana, which I have now the honour to inclose, should not
‘bs deemed sufficient for the intormation of His Royal Highness’s Govern-
ment, I shall, on receiving such notification, immediately send copies of all
‘the origiual documents found on board the captured vessels, as well as eopies
of the answers to the interrogatorics, and every other sort of evidence that
may come before the Court. — .

I have the honour to be, &c.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) TiIOMAS GREGORY.

&c. &e. &e.
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{First Inclosure in No. 21.)

Recapitulation ofEvidence on the Case of the N.S. de la Regia.

THE Captain of the Morgiana maketh oath as to the facts of the capture of
the N.S. de la Regla ou the 10th of August 1819, in 4 deg. 43min. N. lati-.tude, and 9 deg. 3 min. W. longitude, and to there being one Slave on
board ; and that when the schooner was captured, the Captain of her was at
Petit Bassa, where he was supposed to be treating for his cargo, aud purchasing
Slaves for his return. |

Bora, the Negro, who was found on board the schooner, and in conse-
‘quence of which 'she was detained, swears, through the interpretation of threc
of his countrymen, that he was sent on board as a Slave, and treated as such
whilst there. .

Mr. W. Winnet, Midshipman of the Morgiana, maketh oath, that theSecond Mate of the schooner the N. S. de la Regla, repeatedly declared to
him, that their standing into Petit Bassa for the Captain would be of no use,
for, on his secing the Morgiana, he would know what was the matter, and
would run into the bush. Mr. Winnet further maketh oath, that he is de-cidediy of opinion the schooner had no need to put into Petit Bassa for re-
pairs; that the repairs could have been done at sea, that there weremate-
rials on beard for the purpose, and that he himselfwith ten seamen could have
pt her in a state, in a few hours, to procecd to any port to the south of the

uator.
7

Mr. H. S. Head, Lieutenant of the Morgiana, maketh oath, that on the
14th of August he was sent by Captain Strong to endeavour to bring offrom Petit Bassa the Captain of the schooner, with a view that hemighthave an opportunity to give reasons why she should not be brought away,
but could not succeed.

The declarations of the two Mates and the Boatswain belonging to the
scliooner N. S. de la Regla will go for very little, as it cannot be supposed
that they should criminate themselves. They alledge, that she put into Pe-
tit Bassa to repair her damages, but they were forced to allow that a Negrohad been brought on board at that place; they could not, however, say
whether he was or was not a Slave. ,

J. Millet, the Second Mate, allows, that before the schooner reachedPetit Bassa the dry goods were opened and arranged in the cabin.
Mr. Seymour, the Harbour Master and Pilot, a person conversant in shiping, and. well acquainted with Pegit Bassa, having frequently been there;

and Mr. Simmons, the Shipwright, were commissioned by the Court to goon board the N. 8. de la Regla, and examine into her situation, as to thedamages which the two Mates and. the Boatswain allege she had sustained.
Mr. Seymour maketh oath that the damages in question were not such as to
make it at all necessary to put in any where to repair—that Petit Bassa wasnot a place where any repairs could be made; and moreover that the repairs
might easily have beendone at sea, there being sufficient materials on boardfor that purpose. Mr. Simmons corroborates on oath the whole of Mr.Sey-mour’s statement, except tbat of Petit Bassa not being a place fit to repair in——to this he could not speak, never having been there.
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Thefollowing te the Case of the Schooner N. S. de la Regia, Santiago
Muazana, Master.

THIS vessel was fitted out at the Havannab, and furnished with a royal
passport, and with all the other requisite documents in due form for a

trading Slave vessel going to the South of the Equator.
She was captured on the 10th of August, 1819, in N. latitude 4 deg. 43 min.

and W. longitude 9 deg. 3min, by His Majesty’s Ship the Morgiana, Captain
Strong, and brought to Sierra Leone on the 19th of the same month for ad-
judication.
The Master of the N.‘S. de la Regla was not on board of her when she

-was taken possession of—he had been left seven or eight days before at Petit
Bassa, from whence it appears, thé vessel was driven. to sea in a gale of wind,

‘There was one Slave found on board when the schooner was captured.
The two Mates and the Boatswain of the schooner allege that. the motive.

for the Captain’s anchoring off Petit Bassa was to repair the damages they
had: suffered on the voyage from the Havannah. But it is clearly proved.
by the annexed evidence of Mr. Winnet, the Midshipman of theMorgiana,
Mr. Seymour, the Harbour Master and Pilot, and Mr. Simmons, the Ship-
wright, that the damages sustained were not of such magnitude as to make
it at all necessary to put in any where before they might have cressed the-
Equator—that there‘were plenty of materials on board to repair those da~
mages—that they could have becn repaired better at sea than at Petit Bassa, .
and consequently the Captain must have had other motives than those al.
leged for going to that place of notorious Slave dealing: he had been there.
before, and was acquainted with Sambo, the Chief, a known dealer in Slaves.—
Petit Bassa is in about 6 deg. North latitude, and about 9 deg. West ion»
gitude: the schooner was. captured about 56 miles to the South of that.
place, where the Captain was landed—and near 20 degrees, or twelve hun-
dred.miles distance (counting the latitude and longitude together) from any
port to the South of the Equator, where she could have legally traded. for
Slaves.

. It may be necessary here to take notice, that there was no regular log-book
found.on board—as the book given in as such -by Captain Strong was any
thing buta log-book; and the unintelligible scrawl subsequently produced
by the first Mate, goes to nothing, except that it states the time of thé
schooner’s having been at anchor off Petit Bassa, to be nearly three days;
whereas the two Mates and the Boatswain had before declared on oath that
they put to sea again the day after they bad first anchored.
Lieutenant Head's oath, that he was sent in the Morgiana’s boat by Cep-

tain Strong when that ship stood close into Petit Bassa, accompanied by the
schooner, to invite the Captainof that vessel off to defend his cause, and the
Captain declining such an invitation, is the strongest presumptive proof that
his cause could not be. defended.—And, under all the circumstances of the
case, I feel myself bound to declare, it is my decided opinion that the N. 8,
de la Regla was engaged in an illicit traffic in Slaves: if my opinion is erro-
neous, I am happy to think. it will be set right by those of more experience
and better judgment—by my colleagues: but I feel. no diffidence in the de-
cision. which I am about to pronounce, namely, that the vessel and cargo
ought to be condemned.

(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY,
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(Second Inclosure in No.:21 .)

Court of the British and Spanish MixedCommissions, ‘Sierra Leone,
BeforeThomas Gregory, Esq.Commissary Judge, and EdwardFitz-

gerald, Esq. Commissioner.of Arbitration of His Britannic Majesty,
and Don José Camps, Commissionerof Arbitration of HisCatho-lic Majesty the King of Spain, (Don Francisco Le Fer, his said
Catholic -Majesty’s Commissary Judge being unable to attendthrough severe sickness.) ,

Present, DanielMolloy Hamilton, Esq. Notary Public, Registrar,
Monday, the 13th day of September, in the year.of our Lord 1819,
Nuestra Senora de Regla, Spanish Schooner, Santiago Mazana,Master.

Our Sovereign Lord the King, against the- said Schooner, her
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, merchar-
dize, ant Slave on board the same, taken and seized by His‘Majesty’s.ship Morgiana, Charles B. H. Strong, Esq. Com-mander, and brought to Sicrra Leone, and against all persons jngeneral. .

INpainofparties cited thrice, ealled and xtot ‘appearing, Robert BarryFitzgerald, Esq. prayed the said'schooner and cargo to be condemned andthe Slave to be emancipated. The said Commissary Judge and Commis-stoners of Arbitration having heard the Proofs read, pronounced the saidSpanish schooncr, Nuestra Senora de Regla, her tackle, apparel and furni-ture, and the geods, wares, and merchandize laden therein, to have been at
the time of the capture and seizure thereof engaged inthe illicit Traffic in
Slaves, :and as ‘such subject and liable to confiscation: and condemned thesaid schooner, her tackle, apparel and furniture, and the goods, ‘wares andmerchandize laden therein as lawful prize, .and as taken insuch iHicit Traficby His Majesty’s ship of war Morgiana, Charles 3B. Strong Esq. Commander,and_mereover pronounced the said Slave, native of Africa, to be emanci-pated from slavery, and to be employed as a servant or free labourer, and alsothat it had been proved that at the time of passing the said sentence one mandid compose the whole of the Slaves so decreed to be emancipated. -And the said Commissary Judge and Commissioners of Arbitration furtherpronounced and decreed that in consequence ofthe said Master, Don SantiagoMazana, being Icft on shore at Petit Bassa, and being thereby possibly unableto claim the said schooner, cargo-and Slave, or to bring further proof in thetime limited by the ‘Treaty for that purpose ; a reasonable time be allowedfor his claiming the proceeds that shall arise from the sale of the said schoonerand cargo consequent upon the aforesaid condemnation, such reasonable timefor such claim not to exceed one year from this day ; and that neither in theevent of such claim, or otherwise, shall the said Charles B. Strong Esq. besubjector liable to pay any costs, demurrage, or ether damages whatsoeveran.account of the.capture and seizure of the said schooner, cargo and Slave.

 

(Third Inclosure in No. 21.)

Don JoséCamps to Thomas Gregory, EsqandEdward Fitzgerald, Esq.

THE undersigned having seen the Petition of‘Mr.R.B. Fitzgerald, ProctorforCaptain Strong, of His Britannic Majesty’s ship Morgiana, praying the
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undersigned and Thomas Gregory, Esq. His Britannic Majesty’s Commissary
Judge, to proceed to the adjudication ofthe Spanish schooner N.S. de Regla,
*hinks it his duty to make thepresentDeclaration to his BritannicMajesty's
Commissary Ju es and Comimissioner ofArbitration, of the mixed Commis-
sion ef which he himself is.a.member.
‘When,.in consequence ofthe weighty reasons urged in the conference with

the said Commissioners, theUndersigned first proposed, and afterwardsagreed,
to.act.in.the prececdings tobe instituted-in the case ofthe said schooner, he
did so, reservingto himself his .right as Commissioner -of Arbitration, when-
ever judgment on. the said vessel:should:bepronounced. .

However,.considering that theprocessis finished ; that the subject in ques-
tion is ofakind that by delay occasions expences, which the maintenance of
a numerous crew .increases, and that.the same object now detained in the
River:is in danger of perishing. and that all the parties-eoncerned in the case
‘suffer great inconveniences; such as were.experienced .in the.case of the Spa-
nish ship Josefa, now completely lost toall, parties for want ofjudgment ; the
undersigned cannot. but.agree.in giving to the Treaty:from .which the mixed
Commission. is derived,'a liberal interpretation convenient to each Govern-
ment, and to every party.concerned, by looking upon the unfortunate illness
suffered :by bis .Catholic .Majesty’s CommissaryJudge as a civil or moral
death, for as:such it maybe held in this country, in which the least of the
robabilities respecting. human life, is,that.the four Commissioners will not be

all of.them at the-samestime.in goed health, or.that all of them will be able at
thesame time-to perform the duties. cgnsigned to their care._
“Upon these considerations, theundersigned has noobjection to.qoncurinpro-

nounting immediate sentence upon the N.S. deRegla. But, as‘from the mere
fact of doing so, the equilibrium.which should be preserved insthemixedCom- .
mission would be thereby destroyed;theundersigned could only. undertake the
charge.on the.condition that the parties concerned, if they.thought proper,
should have -the -same -right of appealing to the mixed Commission at the
Havannah as is given to them.by theTreaty in case of. the death of one of the
four Commissioners in Africa: and on-condition that. the.partyapplying for
judgment should, on being acquainted with the present Declaration, again
petition the undersigned on the sibject. —
. The undersigned bas the henour-on thepresent.occasion .to make to the
Commissary and Commissionercf his Britannic Majesty.a tender.of hisesteem
and consideration.

(Signed) | JOSE:CAMPS.

Eree.Townof. Sierra Leone, Sept. 3, 1819.

 

‘(Fourth Inclasure in No..21.)

‘The Case ofsthe Spanish Schooner. the Fabiana, .Juan Garcia, Master.

THE Fabiana was fitted out-and sailed ‘from the Havannah on the 4th of
June last, furnished with the regular royalpassport and every requisite docu-
ment required for a Slave-trading vessel, destined to the south ofthe Equator ;
instead, however, of proceeding to the seth, cenformably to the vessel’s
papers, she came-to an anchor off Frade Town, a notorious Slave Trading
place, in latitude 5 deg. 40 min.N., ‘and longitude9 deg. 45 min.W., where -
the Captain was landed on the afternoon of the ‘3st ofSeptember, when he
gave'orders that the vesscl.ghould.againput to.sea, and stand off and on in
the. neighbourhood.
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.Thenext: morning,three Slaves were brought onboardby carioes from the
shore, on which the officers and crew unanimously. protested against the ills.
gal conduct of the Captain, who remained on shorecarrying on his traffic, _

On the evening ofthe 6th, the schooner’s boat came off, bringing four more
Negréts ; and on the afternoon of the 8th a large canoe brought six more
Slaves, with orders from the Captain that the vessel should cruize in sight of
the place a few days longer. .
On the 18th of September the Fabiana, in endeavouring to regain her sta.

tion, where the Captain was left on shore, and from whence she had been
driven almost one hundred and fifty miles to the south and east by the pre.
valent winds and currents which reign on this coast, was captured by His
Majesty’s ship the Morgiana, Captain Strong, in latitude 4 ‘deg. 10 min. N,
and longitude 7 deg. 52 min. W., and brought to Sierra Leone on the 3d. in-
stant for adjudication..

It may be remarked here, that the Fabiana was found at sea in: the same
situation that the former prize of Captain Strong, N. S. de la Regla, was cap-
tured in, namely with no Captain on board. — .
The tact of there being thirteen Slaves on board the Fabiana, and most of

them in irons at the time of capture, with the circumstance of the officers
and crew protesting against the illegal conduct of their Captain in sending
such Slaves on board froma place to the north of the Equator, rendered any
discussion on the occasion quite unnecessary; and the Court, therefore, as
soon as the papers could be arranged, proceeded to judgment, and on the 7th.
instant pronounced the sentence of confiscation against the said Spanish
schooner and cargo, with the emancipation of the thirteen Slaves.

 

(Lith Inclosure in No. 21.)

Recapitulation. of Evidence on the Case of the Spanish Schooner the
| Fabiana.

_ THE correctness of Captain Strong’s narrative respecting the capture on.
the 11th of September, in latitude 4 deg. 10 min. North, longitude 7deg.
52 min. West of the Fabiana, with thirteen Slaves, who were taken on board
the schooner at Trade Town, in latitude 5 deg. 40 min. North, and lon-
gitude 9 deg, 45 min. West, is sworn to (in the absence of Captain Strong)
by the secorid Lieutenant of the Morgiana, Mr. H.S. Head.

Augustine Marsal, the first Mate of the Fabiana, maketh oath as tothe
fact of thirteen Slaves—twelve men and one woman being taken on board at
Trade Town, ‘This is corroborated by the oath of Pedro Betra, the second
Mate. oO

Juan Priva, the Boatswain of the schooner, maketh oath, ‘that they first
took a Pilot on the coast, and proceeded to Trade Town, where three Ne-
grocs were put on board, when the first Mate protested against. the Captain
for sending them; that tour more Negroes were sent some days after, and at.
length six more. And to the interrogatory put by the Court as to how these
Negroes were treated, his answer was, that some of them were put m
irons—that they were fed with rice, &c.
There are three entries made in the schooner’s log-book, under their re-

spective dates, of the Slaves being sent on board, and a notification under
each entry, that the officers and crew protested against the illegal conduct of.
their Captain in sending the Slaves on board, .



65

Finally, without any other proof to stamp the voyage with illegality, thereaprotest, drawn up and signed by the two Mates; theBoatswain, aned allthe crew, against their Captain’s conduct in trading in Slaves to the Northof the Equator.

(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.
Sierra Leone, October 7, 1819,

eeeter ceveerereertiny

(Sixth Inclosure in No.21.)

. Court of the British and Spanish Mixed Commission, Sierra Leone.
Before ThomasGregory,Esq., Commissary Judve of His BritannicMajesty;Edward Fitzgerald, Esq., His Britannic Majesty’s Com-missioner of Arbitration; and Don José Camps, Commissioner ofArbitration of His Catholic Majesty The King of Spain, (His saidCatholic Majesty’s Commissary Judge being ill).

Present, Daniel Molloy Hamilton, Esq., Registrar.
Thursday the 7th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1819,Fabiana Spanish Schooner, Don Juan Garcia, Master.
Our Sovereign Lord The King against the said Schooner, hertackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and mer-chandize, and Slaves on board the same, taken and seized byHis Majesty’s ship Morgiana, Charles B. Strong, Esq., Com-mander, and brought to Sierra Leone, and against all persons ingeneral.

In pain of parties cited, thrice called, and not appearing, Robert BarryFitzgerald, Esq. prayed the said Schooner and cargo to be condemned, andthe Slaves to be emancipated. The said Commissar Judge and Commis-sioners of Arbitration, having heard the proofs read, pronounced the saidSpanish Schooner, Fabiana, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods,wares, and merchandize laden therein to have been at the time of the captureand seizure thereof engaged in the illicitTraffic in Slaves, and, as such, subjectand liableto confiscation; and condemed the said Schooner, her tackle, ap-parel, and furnifure, and the goods, wares, and merchandize laden thereintaken in’ such illicit traffic, by His. Majesty’s ship of war Morgiana, CharlesB. Strong; Esq., Commander;. and moreover pronouncedthe said Slaves,natives of Africa, to be emancipated from slavery, and to be employed as ser-vants, or free labourers; and also, that it had been proved, that. at the timeof passing the said sentence, twelve’ meu and one girl did compose the wholeofthe Slaves so decreed to be emancipated. .
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brig Snapper, your Lordship
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No. 22.

itsMajesty's Commissioners to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &c., dated
Sierra Leone, October 10, 1819.—ReceivedFebruary 18, 1820.

My Lorn,

ON the 4th September we had the honour to receive, by His .Majesty’s
’s Letter addressed to us, transmitting his

Majesty’s Commission appointing us respectively to the same offices under
the Treaty with the King of the Netherlands, which we already had the
‘honour to holdunder the other Treaties fur preventing il!jcit tratfic in Slaves,

- ° We beg leave to assure your Lordship of our grateful sense of. this ad-
ditional important trust, and of our determination to execute the duties
attached to it with the same fidelity as those belonging to our prior Com-
missions.

Immediately after the arrival of the Snapper, we again took .the oaths
comprised in the Commission, in the presence of His Excellency’ Governor
Maccarthy, in conjanction with Cofonel Van Sirtema and M. Bonnouvrié,
Commissary Judge and Commissioner of Arbitration of His Majesty The
Kirig of the Netherlands, at whose instance we had previously been sworn
ii the same manner and form, soon after their arrival here in His Nether.
larid’s Mayesty’s frigate Comet on the 28th Au ust, in order that they might
be enabled to announce by the same vessel to their Government, and through.
the Ports on this coast belonging to the Netherlands, the actual establishment
of the Commission. -
No further proceeding has hitherto been required under the Netherlands

Conimission.
We have the honour to be,

&e. &e. &e.
(Signed) THOS. GREGORY, |

EDWD. FITZGERALD.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

§o. &e. Se.

No. 293.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Castlereagh, R. G. &c. &e., dated
Sierra Leone, November 12, 1819.—Received february 12, 1820.

My Lorp,

LIEUTENANT HAGAN, of His Majesty’s brig Thistle, having on the
7th instant brought into this harbour two schooners, taken trading under
Netherland colours, we proceeded on the 8th co hold a preliminary meeting
with the Commissary and Arbitrator of His Majesty The King of the
Netherlands, for the purpose of making the necessary arrangements for
taking the cases of these vessels under considcration,
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‘The necessary subordinate appointments under the Commission havine
been made with muchdiificulty on the part of the Dutch Commissioners, itwas proposed to the Commissioncrs of Eis Majesty The King of the Nether-
Jands, that Mr. Robert Barry Fitzgerald and Mr. John O’Neil Walsh, should
be admitted as Proctors; having been already admitted and sworn in the
Spanish Court. This proposition, however, was distinctly and decidedlyopposed by Mr. Van Sirtema, who considered the admission of Proctors
inconsistent with the Treaty, unnecessary and inexpedient.
The Court, as described by the Treaty, he considered as a close Court, to

comprehend only the sitting Judges, the Secretary and the Witness under
examination, or such other party as may be called in for purposes of business.
Weexpressed ourselves of a different opinion as to the construction of the
Treaty, observing that the very name of a Court included every thing inci-
dental, without specifying the details: but finding Mr. Van Sirtema deter-
mined, and Mr. Bonnoavrié coinciding with him, “as the Treaty made no
mention of Proctoss,” we agreed that no Proctors should be admitted to
practice in the Court; always reserving the right of giving due attention to
the claims of ‘those parties, who might chink the assistance of a Proctor néz
cessary to the management of their particular affairs before the Commissioners,
We had previously communicated to Messts. Van Sirtema and Bonnowvrié,
the regulations and forms sent out for our direction, but these being framed
entirely on the practice of Courts of Admiralty and recognising Proctors or
Agents of parties, were of course not accepted.
We conceive it not out of order to mention here, that on the following day,

(the gth instant), in the Spanish Court, M. Le Fer, His CatholicMajesty's
Commissary Judge, proposed to rescind the resolution, admitting the same
gentlemen as Proctors, and declared that he would not proceed with any
business, if Proctors were admitted. -
M. Le Fer’s proposition for expunging from the Journal the minute re-

cognizing the admission of Mr. Robert Barry Fitzgerald and Mr. John
O’Niell Walsh, as Proctors in the Spanish Court, was, upon representation, .
altered to a resolution, that no Proctors should be admitted to practice within
the Court until farther notice. The object of this modification was to avold
casting any imputation upon these gentlemen, whose character and conduct.
were admitted to be beyond reproach.
On the 10th instant, in the Netherland’s Court, the discussion respecting

Proctors was resumed in full sitting, in consequence of an application from
Licutenant Hagan, representing the heavy penalties attached to the failure of
captors, in establishing grounds of condemnation, and insisting upon his -
right to the assistanée of a Proctor to manage his prosecutions, declaring
himself personally incompetent to the charge, and disabled trom attending
to it by the ealls of his naval command. After a discussion of several hours,
the sitting terminated with a Minute, recording the opinion of the British
Commissioners, that Proctors ought to be admitted, when parties require the
assistance of such persons as necessary to the due management of their affairs
before the Court. The Commissioners for the Netherlands were of the
opposite opinion, which was recorded in the same Minute. The Secretary
was permitted to communicate this Minute to Lieutenant Hagan, as the
answer to his application.

We have the honour to be,
&e. &e. &e.

(Signed) THOS. GREGORY.
EDWD. FITZGERALD.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&e. &e. &c.

323



324

63

No. 24.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &e., dated
Sierra Leone, November 27, 1819.—Received February 12, 1820,

My Lorp,

ON the 25d of November all the Members of the Commission were again
convened, in consequence of a representation by letter from Lieutenant
Hagan, stating the difficulties under which he laboured in prosecuting tho
schooner Eliza, from being refused the aid of a Proctor, and not knowin
what was in evidence concerning that vessel ; as well as from being deprived
of the due facilities of bringing forward further proofs, which he regarded as
most essential to the ends of justice. He prayed that the evidence already
before the Court might be published for his information; and understandin
that the two Judges had pronounced opposite opinions, and that an Arbitra-
tor was introduced, he was desirous that the further proofs, which he con-
sidered so essential, should he Ict in before the final decision. Aftera whole
day consumed in deliberations and discussions, Mr. -Van Sirtema was at
length persuaded to concur in the propriety of allowing Mr. Hagana copy of
the evidence. The interrogatories proposed in further proofby Mr. Hagan
were also admitted and examinations took place upon them; but, ultimately,
these examinations were excluded from the materials of the judgment, in which
Mr. Bonnouvrié, the Arbitrator for His Majesty The King of the Nether-
lands, pronounced on the evidence originally before the Judges, that the
schooner. Eliza was lawful prize; thus concurring fully with the British
Judge, as explained more particularly in the dispatch relating to the case
and condemnation of that vessel.
We find in all these transactions the strongest grounds for wishing the

speedy corisent of the Foreign Courts to the Rules and Regulations sent out
for the guidance of the Mixed Commission; for the greater part of every
sitting is now consumed, at least in the Court of the Netherlands, in debates
upon points of practice, with scarcely the hope or prospect of bringing these
debates to any good or permanent result, much less to any result that could
bear comparison with the provisions for the same objects contained in that
summary.

We have the honour to be, &c. &c.

(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.
EDWARD FITZGERALD.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 25.

Thomas Gregory, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &c.,. dated- Sierra Leone, November30, 1819.—Received February 13, 4820. |

' My Lon,

I HAVE the honourto state, for your Lordship’s information, that since.
the beginning of the present month, His Majesty's cruizers, the Morgiana,.
the Snapper, and the Thistle, have sent in here, for adjudication, thefollowing:
four Slave trading vessels, captured under the Portuguese, the Spanish, and
the Netherland flags, viz. |” The schooner Cintra, captured under Portuguese colours by the Morgiana,
Captain Strong, off Manna, in Latitude 6 deg. 29 min. North, and Longitude
“11 deg. 12 min. West, with twenty-six Slaves, who had been taken on board,
two days prior to the capture. The Commissiorers on the part of Efis Most
Faithful Majesty not being yet arrived from Rio de Janeiro, the adjudication —of the Cintra must stand over for the present; in the the mean time,I have.the honour to inelose this statement No. 1, detailing the circumstances ofthe case.

__ The Spanish schooner, the Juanita, with nine Slaves on board, captured bythe Snapper, Lieutenant Henderson Commander, in Latitude § deg. 39 win, -North, and Longitude 4 deg. West, off Quitta, where the Slaves wereshipped, and the Master of the schooner was landed to sell his goods and topurchase Slaves, having been put on shore prior to the capture. The eir-cumstances connected with this case are detailed in the statement, No. 2,here inclosed.
The schooner, the Virginia, captured under Netherland colours by theThistle, Lieutenant Hogan, Commander, in Latitude 5 deg. 29 min. North; —‘and Longitude 9 deg. West, with thirty-one Slaves on board. TheMaster,Officers and crew, all but one, deserted the vessel, and landed before the“Thistle’s boat could get possession of her. The circumstances attending this

capture are detailed in the statenient, No. 3, here inchosed.- ‘The schooner Eliza, under Netherland colours, captered' also by theThistle, in Latitnde 5 deg. 39 min. and Longitude 9 deg. west. The Eliza, onher being chased by the ‘Thistle, ram on shore before she was captared,. andlanded a number ofSlaves priorto the brig’s boat getting on boards Therewas one Slave however found on board the schooner; and the ivons, stilt owdeck which had been knocked. from the legs of those who were harried onshore in canoes, which hovered abont the vessel ta receive thers. “The cir-cumstance of there being but one Stave left im the Eliza hax caused some dif. -
Soulty iw the Court, whenthe matter was brought before the Board. for itscognizance and adjudication, a¢ will beseenby the statement Na. 4., whickThave the honour also to enclose for your Lordships informatron;

Tu the case of the Eliza before alluded to, I havestatedthegroands upowwhich my convietion was founded, when I deciare it to be ny decidopinion, that the Master of her wae captered. actuallyin carrying on the:Slave Trade in violation of the ‘Treaty subsisting between his owe countryand that of Great Britain. The fifth ‘Article of the Treaty it is: true, statesthat “no eruizer shalt detain any vesse} not having Slaves on board,” and it:appears to be principally owing to this expression “Slaves,” that Mr. VawSirtema foundedhis opposition to the condemnation ; but the Eliza had one’Slave onboard, and landed many others, im sight of the captor; and more-_
over she was. fitted up im every respect as a Slave Trader; and consequently’-
TAY Opinion, has been’ justly cendemmned, aceoeding ta the spirit,if net
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‘altogetheraccording to the letter, of the Treaty. If my opinion is erroneous,
I can only say, that I formed it with conscious rectitude and from the general

_ impression which the whole case made upon my mind.
“I feel it my dutyhumbly to state to your Lordship,thatnotwithstanding
both Mr. Fitagerald and myself have ewer in conformity to the instructions.
‘given to us jointly under date of the 11th of May last, studiously endeavoured
to cultivate a spirit of conciliation and harmony with the Commissary and
Commissioner of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, we have not
been so fortunate. as to succeed,hardly in any one instance, to please the
former of these persons, Mr, Van Sirtema the Commissary. Judge. In the
affair of the Eliza, he appears to be more the anxious advocate of these con.

' victed dealers in Slavery than theJudge, and he has not even hesitated to blame-
his colleague M. Bonnouvrié, the Commissionerof Arbitration on the part of
the Netherlands, forhaving decided agreeably to his own conscience.

I should sot have presumed to have troubled your Lordship with this
tecital of my own opinion, had it not been supported by the more enlightened
judgementof Mr. Fitzgerald, my respectable colleague, who, with myself,
deems it expedient jointly but humbly to represent the various instances
wherein unnecessary obstacles have been opposed in the way of ournow con-

> stant anddaily duties.

I have the honour to be,
ke =6&e. «= &e.

(Signed). THOMAS GREGORY.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

"bye. ‘&e. =&e.

 

(First Inclosure in No. 25.) _

The Case of the Schooner the Cintra, Juan Dupony, Master, Captured
under Portuguese Colours.

. THECintrawas seized by the boats of HisMajesty ship tie Morgiana,
Captain Strong, on the night of the 26th of October last, in latitude 6 deg.
29 min.N. and longitude 11 deg. 12min. W. at an anchoroffManna, a notorious
Slave trading piace on the coast, where the vessel had, two days prior to her
captureembarked twenty-six Slaves, who were still on board ; which probably
would not have been the case had there been time to land them; but the
night favoured the approach of the boats, and they boarded the schooner ur-
perceived. ‘The Master of the Cintra, Juan. Dupony, declares on oath, that he
is a French subject, but at present domiciled at Trinidad de Cuba, that James
Dorley of Baltimore, an American citizen, appointed him Master of the
Cintra, that her crew consisted of nineteen in number, two of whom were
Spaniards, nine Americans and the rest Frenchmen; most of whom were
shipped at Bristol, in the United States, where the schooner took in her cargo
to trade on the coastof'Africa, that the vo agebegan atBristol,in the United
States, and was to have ended atTrinidad de Cuba, that he believes the
owners to be the beforementioned James Durley of Baltimore, and W. Baker,
now residing in Trinidad de Cuba,both American Citizens, that he took the
twenty-six Slaves on board. himself for account of the ‘beforementioned
owners, and that they were to be delivered to the said W. Baker, at Trinidad
de Cuba, that the Slaves were all taken on board at Manna, where the cargo
was janded.
The Cintra had no royal passport to authorise ‘her to trade in Slaves, even

South of the equato: ; nor had she any document whatever, to identify heras a Portuguese vessel, except a passport granted in the year 1818, by the
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‘€hen Governor of Port Praya, wherein she is called a Portuguese ‘vessel.Her being however captured under Pertugucse colours;with twenty-six Slaveson board, taken in at Manna, in Latitate 6 deg. 29 min. North, and destined
for theisland of Cuba, will be quite sufficient, 1 conceive, for the Commis-sioners of His Most Faithful Majesty to join in the- condemnation .of thevessel when they arrive here. - But, et present, all that could be done was to
request His Excellency ‘Governor Maccarthy to take-charge of theSlaves,who have beenaccordingly landed, and delivered over to him in the same
manner as these who were brought in here in a Portuguese vessel, by Captain
Kelly,on the 19th August last. ;

a (Signed) ‘THOS. GREGORY.
Sierra Leone, November 22d 1819.

 

“(Second Enclosure in No. 25.)

' TheCaseof the Spanish Schooner, the Juanita, J. B. Nunez, Master.
THIS vessel was fitted out at and sailed from the Havannah, on the ‘27th

of July 1819, furnished witha royal passport to trade for Slaves to the south
of the Equator; but, insteadof proceeding to the Equator, the Master was put
‘on shore at Quitta, a slave trading Place in latitude 6 deg. North and lon-
gitude 4 deg. West, wheré the cargo was landed and Slaves collected; nine
‘of whom were on board the Schooner when she was captured,.on the 30th
of September last, in latitude3 deg. 39 min. N. and longitude 4 deg West,by
His ajesty’s Brig the Snapper, Lieutenant Henderson; Commander, and
Grought to Sierra Leone, on the 8th of November for adjudication. +
The Master of the Juanita being on shore at Quitta, es before stated, at

the time of her capture, the vessel was commanded by the chicf Mate,
Diego Dias de la Roca, (who. died onhiepassage up to Sierra Leone,) and.
the second Mate being taken on board of the Snapper, there was no‘other
competent witness to examine than the Boatswain, Juan Antonio Montone, |
who was sworn ; and deposed, that the Master. of. the Schooner shipped ut
Quitta the nine Slaves who were found on board at the ‘time of her capture,
and that the Slaves were consigned to the owners of the vessel Don Dominge
Massias of the Havannah. .
Mr. T. M. Marshall Midshipman of the Sna per, who conducted the

Juanita to Sierra Leone, was sworn as to the fits ‘stated in Lieutenant
Henderson’s declaration relative to the seizure: And there remaining no
doubt as to the illicit traffic in which the Schooner was engaged, the Court
decided immediately on the case, and on the 12th instant ‘pronounced sen-
tence of confiscation against the said Schooner Juanita, with the emancipa-
tion ofthe Slaves. ;- (Signed) ' THOS. GREGORY.
Sierra Leone, November 22d 1819. .

 

(Third Inclosure in No. 25.)

The Case of the Schooner the Virginie, B. Canez, a Frenchman, Master,
_ captured under. NetherlandColours.. ots

_ THEVirginie was seized by His Majesty’s Brig the Thistle, Lieutenant
Hagan Commander, on the 10th of October last, in latitude 5deg. 29 min.
North, and longitude 9 deg West, and brought to Sierra Leone, on the sth
instant for adjudication, we ,
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When the Virginie was first discovered by the Thistle, she was atanan-
chor, off Rock Sesters; and on being spproached, the crew cut the cables
and endeavoured to run on shore; but not succeeding in their attempt, the
Master, Mate and Crew, (John Peters a seaman excepted,) quitted. her be.
fore the Thistle’s boat could come up. There were on board theVirginie,
thirty-one Slaves, men, women, and children.
John Peters the seaman who was found still in the vessel, deposed onoath,

that the Master of the Schooner was named Canez, that he was a French-
man, and that his place of residence was Guadaloupe, where he had his
family; that the possession of the vessel was given to Canez, by a Mr. Suf.
fram of St. Thomas's, that she sailed under Dutch Colours, that some of the
sailors and all the officers were Frenchmen, that the voyage began at St.
Eustatia and was to have ended atGuadaloupe, ‘that part of the cargo was
landed at Currow, where the thirty-one Slaves where shipped.

There being full proof of the illegality of the voyage, the Court on the
15th instant. pronounced the sentence of condemnation against the said
Schooner theVirginie.

(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY,

Sterra Leane, November 22, 1819.

 

(Fourth Inclosure in No. 95.)

The Case of the Dutch Schooner Eliza, John Discombe, Master.

THIS vessel was captured by His Majesty’s brig the Thistle, LieutenantJ. R. Hagan, Commander, on the gth of October, in latitude 5 deg. 35 min.North, and Jongitude 9 deg. West; although the schooner’ sailed underNetherland colours, there was not a single native Dutchman on board of her,John Discombe the Master declared himself to be a Frenchman; hehad,however, a very short time before his undertaking the present Voyage be-
come a subject of His Netherland Majesty by paperswhich he procured from
the Authorities at St. Eustatia. The voyage began at the Danish Island ofSt. Thomas's, and according to Discombe’s oath, on the interrogatories putto him by the Court, was to have ended there, as stated in a fictitious
charter party which was found amongst the papers delivered to the Captor ;
this document was signed, by one Daniel Jacobs, (supposed to be a Jew,)
and the Master of the Eliza; aud it set forth that the vessel was to trade for
the produce of Africa (but not for Slaves) and return with it to the before.
‘mentioned Daniel Jacobs. The Eliza, was however, fitted out in every re-
spect for carrying on the Slave Trade, She had a complete tier of water on
board in casks; sne had large boilers, such as Slave vesse!s use ; she hada
‘quantity of rice on board which was taken in at St. Thomas’s, (West Indices)
and took more in on the coast: there were 9 quantity of buckets and tubs on
board, such as Slave vessels use; witha quantity of irons andhand cuffs,
for confining Slaves; the vessel was fitted with a platform on deck over the
water, and with gratings for her hatchways, such as Slave Traders use; the
Eliza took two passengers on board at St. ‘Thomas's, one of the name of
Adams, who Discombe calls his servant, and who was put on shore on the
coast; there was found in Discombe’s pocket a note written by him to this
Adams on the subject of procuring Slaves.
The Schooner on her being chased by the Thistle ran on shore before she

was captured, and landed a number of Slaves prior to the Brig’s boat gettingon board her. ‘There was one Slave however, still on board whose. irons
could not be got offin time. This man swears that he was taken on board as
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aSlave, andthat irons were put on his legs; that nine more men Slaves were
jn the same situation, namely in irons; that there were also several women
-and boys Slaves on board of the schooner with himself; that the irons of the
nine men Slaves were taken off; and that those nine meny with the womenwere hurried into Canees and sent on shore before the capturing boat reached
the schooner; that the boys were urged to jump into the water and swim on
hore.

° The affidavits oftwo of the officers belonging to the Thistle state, that on
their boarding the Schooner, they found on the vessel’s deck the irons exhi-
pited in Court. . .

Notwithstanding all that is stated above, and the statement is proved by
the clearest evidence, namely, the inspection ofthe schooner, the depositions
on oath ofthe two Officers of the Thistle, and that of the ca tured Slave
himself; notwithstanding this evidence, the Master and Mate of the Eliza, aMr. Nelsthorp (a passenger from the West Indies, who by the by, states on
his oath, that the only motive of his visiting the coast of Africa was for the
benefit of his health, though there is no doubt but what he came toAfrica
to purchase Slaves,) and Jolin Hatchett a Sailor, also, swears that the before-
mentioned Slave, as well as the women, children and the other nineNegroes
alluded to, were on-board as mere passengers ; passengers in irons forsooth.

I believe this is the first instance that it ever was conceived to be the cus-
tom to keep passengers in irons! But, as we are not permitted to use plea-
santry in so scrious a question a8 the violation of the Laws of one’s Country,(nd {am firmly of opinion that Mr. Discombe as a subject of His Majesty:
the King of the Netherlands, has been detected in violating the Laws of his
country,) I will ¢ome as soon as possible to my conclusion. It surel
would be a wild conceit to suppose that any Court of Justice should be
bound by mere swearing; it is the swearing credibly that is to decide its
judgement. The evidence of Mr. Discombe and his people is, in my opi-
nion, a mass of perjury, arid consequently it-can have no weight with me.

After considering with anxious care the several points in question, thegeneral impression which the whole has made upon my mind is, that Ishould not do my duty, were I not decidedly te declare that the Mastérof
the Schooner the Eliza, has been captured in carrying on the Slave Trade inviolation of the Treaty subsisting betwixt his own Country and that of:Great Britain; and consequéntly that the vessel ought to be condemned as
egal prize. ;
“Although my Colleague, the Commissary Judge, Mr. Sirtema, on thepart

of His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, does not coincide with me in
this opinion, which has made it expedientto call in the assistance of one of
the Commissioners of Arbitratioa, and thé lot was drawn in favour of the
Commissioner of the Netherlands, Mr. Bonnouvrie, I have the happiness to
find my opinion confirmed by the decision of that. Commissioner; and this
day sentence was pronounced against the Eliza, accordingly.

(Sigaed) THOMAS GREGORY.
Sierra Leong, November 25, 1819.
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No. 26.

Thomas Gregory, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K:G. ‘&e.:&e., dated Sichre
| Leone, December 30, 1819.—Received March 25,1820,

My Lorn, .

‘ON the 23d instant Captain Strong, of His Majesty’s ship-the Morgiana, |
brought inhere the Spanish schooner the Esperanza, with thirty-nine.Slaves-
‘on. board, ‘captured by that ship’s boatin‘latitude & deg. 49 min, North,
-and longitude.5 deg. 49 min. West: and on the 28th His Majesty’s ship
Myrmidon sent in another Spanish schooner, called N..S. de Jas. Nieves,
with one hundred and twenty-two Slaves on board, captured by theMyrmi-
“don’s boats, in latitude 7 deg. North, and longitude 12 deg.West,

The Esperanza was condemned as legal prize on the 27th instant; andI
-have .the honour.to.inclose for-your Lordship’s informationthe case of th
vessel.

‘The Court-would have proceeded this-day tothe adjudication.of the N. S
de las Nieves, had it not beenprevented by the.indisposition ofMr. Hamil-
‘ton,the Registrar, who has been unwell for some days.: the Slaves, however,
ewere all Janded, .as some of them were rather sickly.

J have the honour to be, &c. &e.-
(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.

Fiscount Castlereagh, K. G. . a
&e. &e. Se.

(First Inclosure.in No. 26.) |

‘T, CharlesBurrough’Strong, Commander of His Britannic ‘Majesty's sloop
Morgiana hereby declare, that on the 10th December 1819, ‘being in or
about latitude 5 deg. 49 min. ‘North, longitude 9 deg. 57 min. West, I
detained .the ship-or vessel named.the ‘Esperanza, sailing under Spanish
colours, armed with one gun, and an eight-pounder, commanded by DonPedro
Martin Puex, who.declared. her to be bound -from PorteRico to a
as-appears bypassport the South ofthe Line, with a crew. consisting oftwenty
fourmen (two of whom were killed in boarding her, and two others, with the
supercargo were on shore at Grand Bassa), the rest, whose names are de-
clared by them respectively, are inserted in a list at-the foot hereof, and
having on board forty Slaves, said to have been taken on boardatPetty Bassa,
Grand Bassa, Manna, River Sertes, &c. between, the ist day of November
1819, and the date. hereof, andare.enumerated as follows:
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Men . . 12 . 1

Women . 12

Boys... 12

Girls... 3   
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Ido further declare thatthe said ship or vessel appeared to be sea-worthy, and
was supplied with a sutticient stock of water and provisions for the support of
the said Negroes and crew ontheir distiried voyage. It appears thatpart
of the cargo has been landed to pay for theSlaves at Present on board... I
roust now-call the attentionof the Court:to the serious charge whichI make
against the Captain. of the Slave vessel, or, more properly speaking, this
dealer in human flesh, of firing upon the subjects of His Britannic Majesty,
when in the lawfuldischar: e of that duty their country has ofdered them to

perform. His Majesty's ship under my command has now on board three
men wounded, and unlit to perform their duty at present; and had not.the

' Officer with ‘the rest, done their duty with the greatest bravery, they must

havefallenasacrifice to those lawless villains, who, besides carrying on x strret
forbidden trade, I have every .reason to believe,bythe conduct of one of them, .
about a monthback, to an English merchantbrig caNed ihe William Rathbone,are pirates ‘and robbers upon any vessel they think they are superior to.
Witness, GEORGE MATTHEW ROGERS,. First Lieutenant.

(Signed) - JAMES FORRESTER, Acting Surgeon,
CHARLES B. STRONG, Commander.

List of the Crewfound on board :
Don Pedro Martin Puex, Master; Anastacio Payrcli, Mate; Santiago

Gioms; Gabriel Diom; Juan.Guttierrey; Ignacio Severins; JoséMarteney;
Domino Enreigne; Nicholas Perez; José Alezro; Manuel Rodregoz; Juan
Perez; Francisco Gonzalez; Pasqual Claro; Cayetiono Bron; Gregoria Ro-.drigoz ; JuanBentic Moller; JoséRodsigoz ; and DominoFluchin—Antonio
Ceresta and Juan Gil, killed in boardin aS

 

(Second Incloeure in No. 26.)
The Caseofthe Spanish Schooner the Esperanza, Pedro Martin Puex, Muster.
THIS vessel was fitted out in August last at Puerto Rico, furnished with

a.royal pasport and the other requisite. documents for ¢he Slave trade south -
of the Equator. .
Shewas capturedonthe toth of December, by the boats of His Majesty’s.

ship the Morgiana, Captain Strong, in latitude 5 deg. 49 min. north, and Ion-
. gitude.g deg. 67 min. west, and brought.to Sierra Leone for adjudication ow

the 23d. She had on boaril when faken possession of, forty Slaves, one ofwhom-dicd onithe passage up to ‘Sierra Leone: they were shipped very year
the latitude in which the vessel was captured, nainely, at Petty Bassa, Grand
Bassa, ‘Grand Cora, .Manna, River Sertes; &c. as stated in Captain Strong’s :

Mate, and Boatswain of the schooner.
The. crew of theEsperanza, when she arrived on the Coast of Africa, con-

sisted of: twenty-four in number, including the Master and a person named
Stephen Charles, who acted as‘Supercargo, and is supposed by the Master to
be a Scotchman, ‘but is described in the muster roll to be from London: this
Stephen Charles. with two-of he .crew-wereleft at-Grand Bassa: and the
schooner having made all possible exertion to beat off the Margiana’s boats,
two more of her crew were killed, and the Master-severely wounded, on being
boarded: Lieutenant ‘Head -and three seamen- of the orgiana were also
wounded.
On the:27th instant sentence of-cendemnation waspronounced against the

schooner Esperanza.

(Signed) - THOMAS GREGORY.

-declaration; which statement is corroborated by the oaths ‘of the Master,

Sterra Leone, December 30th 1819,
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No.27.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Ofise, March 27, 1820,

I SEND to you herewith the copy of the letters, patent under date of the
alth of January 1820, which have been transmitted to me by the Count de
Palmella, as constituting the appointmeat by the Governors of Portugal, of.
M. Joad Jacomo Altavilla, to be His Most Faithful Majesty's Comunissary
Judge, and of M. Joaquim Cesar de la Figaniere, to be His Most Faithfil-
‘Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration, at Sierra Leone.

also farnish you with a copy ofthe answer which, by His Majesty's
commands, I have this day returned to the. communication of the Count de
PalmcHa upon this subject ; and I have to desire that you will, in conformity
thereto, enter provisionally upon the duties of the commission with the Por-.
tuguese gentlemen referred to.

E have, &c.
(Signed) | CASTLEREAGH,

fis Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra. Leone.
§c. §e. Ye.

Mem. The iaclosures here alluded to will be found inthe.correspondence.
between Lord Castlereagh and the Portuguese Minister in London, in March.
1820,

 aE earmaina

No. 28.

Thomas Gregory, Esq. to Pescount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &c., dated
Sierra Leone, January 8, 1820.—Received March 27, 1820.

My. borp,

IN my last letter I-informed your Lordship, that, on the 28th ultimo, His,
Majesty's. ship Myrmidan, Captain Leeke, sent into this. river the Spanish
schooner Nuestra Sefiora. de. las Nieves, alias. Voladora, Francisco pez,
‘Master,with one handred and twenty-two Slaves, captured in latitude 7 deg.
northand longitude 12 deg. west.
On the 3d instant the Court proceeded to the adjudicationof this, vessel,

‘cand as notthe slightest doubt. wag entertained of the illegality. of the. traffic in
which it‘had beea engaged, it was condemned, and its Slaves emancipated.

- I have the honour to jnclose a-copy of the case.of the Neustra Sefiora de.
bas Nieves for the information ef your Lordship, and subscribe myself with
the greatest respect,

My. Lord,
’ Your Lordship’s most obedient

and most humble Servant,
for THOMAS GREGORY, _.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. E. GREGORY.
&e. be. &e.
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p.S. I regret to inform your Lordship that the cause of Mr. Thomss
“Gregory not signing his own name on the present occasion is owing to the
4]Iness under which he now labours. .The fever which is peculiar to this:
-country, and from which he escaped during the rainy season, seized him a
fewdays aga; Ihave, however, the happiness to acquaint your Lardehip
‘that he is not considered to be in any immediate danger. ,

¥£, GREGORY..
 

‘(Unclosure in No. 28.)

‘The Case of the Spanish Schoener Nuestra Senora de las Nieves, aliug

Voladora, Francisco Lopes, Master.

THISvessel ‘(which was-broughtinto Sierra Leone on the 28th December)
svas fitted out ia June last at the Havannah, andfurnished with a royal pass-

port to trade for Slaves south of the #quator.
‘She was captured on the night ofthe 11th ultimo, by the boats of His

“Majesty’s ship Myrmidon, Captain John Leeke, in latitude 7 deg. N. and lon-

-gitude 12 deg. W. in the neighbourhood of the Gallenas, where, between the

:agth October and 11th December, she had taken on board one hundred and

‘twenty-two Slaves, all of whomwere found on board at the time of capture.

As not the slightest doubt was entertained by the Court of this vessel hav~

ing traded ‘illegally, she was declared to be lawful prize ,and sentence of con-

‘demnation was pronounced against her accordingly this day.

Sierra Leone, January 3, 1820. ‘THOS. GREGORY

 

No.: 29.

Tiscount Castlereagh to His Mojesty’s Commissioners et Sierra Leone.

GenTLEMEN, Forsign Office, March 29, 1820.

- | HAVE the honour ‘to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, ander

date of the 10th October 1819, detailing the adjudication of the Spanish

schooners N.S. de Regla and Fabiana, and inclosing copies of tne cases

ang condemnation of those vessels: and I have to staté to you jst reference

thereto, that the papers, which were inclosed on these eases aad condem-
nation, fully answer the purpose. alluded to in my dispatch of the 9th of

June 1819. i ke

(OM, KL.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Mojesty’s Commissioners atSierra Leone.

&e. &e. &e.
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No.. 30.

-Thomas Gregory, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. Se. Se.,dated
Sierra Leone, February 20, 1820.—Received’May &,1820,

My Lorp,

I HAVE the honour to inform yourLordship, that,on the 5th instant, His
Majesty’s ship Tartar, Commodore Sir George Collier, brought into this
port, for adjudication, the Spanish schooner the Francisco, whichvessel. was
captured at anchor on the night of the 30th January, by the Tartar’sboats,
in the river Ponga, in latitude 10 deg. 10 min. N.
There were found’on board the Francisco, when the boats took possession

of her, sixty-nine Slaves, who have been landed, emancipated, and . delivered
over in the usual way to His Excellency Governor MacCarthy, in conse-
quence of the condemnation of the schooner, which took place on the 8th
instant, as stated in the-copy of the case here inclosed for your Lordship's
information.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient_
_ and very humble Servant.

, THOS. GREGORY.
Fiseount Castlereagh, K. G.

Se. &e.  &e.

 

(CInclosure in No. 30.)

The Case of the Schooner the Francisco, Francisco Ones, Master, sailing
‘under Spanish Colours.

THIS vessel was fitted out in August last, at Matanza, in the island of“Cuba, by Madden ‘and Simpson, supposed tu be subjects of the United States,with a crew of twenty three individuals; exclusive of the Master, who wasa -Spaniard, the supercargo.a Mr. Mackenzie, the first and secondmate, andcight of the crew were ‘subjects of the United States, the rest-consisted ofSpaniards.
' The master and supercargo of the Francisco, with all the vessel’s paperswere on shore at the time of the capture, (which took place in the night-ofthe 30th January,) by the boats ot HisMajesty’s ship the Tartar, Commo-dore Sir George Collier,-she was at an anchor in the river Ponga, “in latitude:10 deg. 10 min? in N.and forty miles west ofSierra Leone ; there were foundonboatd sixty-nine Slaves.
The Francisco was brought to Sierra Leone, on the 5th instant, and on the8th the Court proceeded to theadjudication.

. The fact of there being sixty-nine Slaves found on board, and the declara-tions on oath of the first and second mates of the schooner, to the interroga-tories put to them, that the Slaves were all shipped in the river Ponga, carry,such conviction with it of the illicit traffic in which the vessel was engaged,that the C..urt had-no hesitation in pronouncing immediate sentence of con--demnation against her, and the emancipation of the sixty-nine Slaves.
Sterra Leone, February 8th 1820, - THOS. GREGORY.



No. 31.

‘Thomas Gregory, Esq, ‘ta Viscount Custlereagh, KG. &c. &e., duted

Sierra Leone, February 21, 1820.—Received Muy 8, 1820.

My Lor»,

I HAVEthehonourto state for your Lordship’s information, that on
the 5th instant, Commodore Sir George Collier brought in: here for adjudi-
cation, the brig Marie, captured under Netherland colours. She was taken

ssession of, on the night ofthe 30th ultimo, by the boats ef His Majesty's
frigate theTartar, ‘at anchor in the Rio Ponga, in Jatitude 10 deg. 10 nin.
North. There were found on board the Maric, nine negro men and
three boys. ‘Ike Master, Boatswain, {the first Mate being on shore at
Kissing, and the second Mate being dead) and oneseaman belonging to the
brig, who were: examined as witnesscs, all declared, oa their oaths, that
the nine negro men and one of the boys above alluded to, were not Slaves
intended for part of the Marie’s cargo, but that they were sent by one Curtis,
a Slave-dealer, to pump, and assist in. doing the duty of the brig,- in
consequence of the deplorable state of health of the Master and Crew, many
of whomhad already died at the Rio Ponga: these witnesses, however, al-
lowed that the two other boys had been purchased by JohnBrown, thefrst
Mate, as Slaves, and that they had been sent on board as such. This was
considered sufficient proof for the Court to decide on the illegality of the
voyage, and the Marie was condemned accordingly, as your Lordship will
perceive by the copy of the case which I have the honour to inclose. .
Commodore Sir George Collier’was displeased that the Court did not

allow special interrogatorics to be put to the nine negroes above-mentioncd ; °
for my own part (although there was already sufficient proof to proceed to
condemnation,) Thad no objection to comply with Sir George’s wishes; but
the notorious opposition which I have to encounter on every, the mest
trifling occasion, from M. Von Sirtema, the Netherland Commissary Judge,
left. me no other alternative than either to give way to his opinion on a point
which I conceived not to be highly essential, or incur the risk ofnot strictly
obeying the instructions conveyed to Mr. Fitzgerald and myself in your
Lordship’s dispatch, under date of the 11th May, wherein, it is enjoined to
us to promote a spirit cf conciliation and harmony with the Commissioners
of His Majesty the King of the Netherlands. This I have ever studiously
endeavoured to do, but, I am sorry to observe, without success.

I have the honour to be, &c. -
(Signed) THOS. GREGORY.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
“&e.  &e. = &e.

 

CInclosure in No. 31.)

The Case of the Brig Marie, Francis Vigne, Master, captured under
Netherland Colours.

THE Mariewas buitt‘at Baltimore, and in the ‘beginning of April last,
the present Master, Francis Vigne, 2 native of Genoa, was put into the pos-
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‘session of her by a Monsieur Souffron, at*St. Thomas’s, when M. Souffron
ordered the Master to proceed with the vessel to St. Martins, where the
‘Owner, a Mr. Moses Phillips resided, and where he was informed he would
_be provided with Dutch Papers: he was accordingly furnished with acerti-
ficate of naturalization, on the 14th April 1819, by the Governor of St.
Martins. ‘This certificate was the only document that authorized him to use
the Netherland flag: the Officers and Crew consisted of several nations, but
there was not one on board the vessel, of thenation whoseflag the Master
had assumed. cS
‘Mr. Moses Phillips, the owner of the brig, dispatched her with acargo

‘consisting of articles calculated for the Slave Tradé, to the coast of Africa
‘which cargo was landed at the Slave factory of Kissing, in the river Ponga, ,
On the night of the 36th January, the Marie was captured at an anchor in

the river Ponga, in Jatitude 10 deg. 10 min. North, and 40 milesWestof
Sierra Leone, ‘by the boats of His Majesty's frigate the Tartar, Commodore
Sir George Collier, Bart. K. C. B. and brought to this place on the 5th
instant for adjudication. :
There were found on board the brig when she was taken possession of by

‘the’Tartar’s boats, nine negro men and three boys.
The Master, Francis Vigne, the boatswain, Francis Jourdon, and Jos

Pearsori a seaman all declare on their oaths, that the nine negro men, and
one of the boys were not Slaves intended to form part of the Marie’s return
-cargo, but that they were lent by one Curtis, a notorious Eniglish Slave-dealer
‘in the river Ponga, in consequence of the Master and great part of the crew
‘ofthe-brig being iff, and unable to pump and do the otner duty of the vessel ;
they, however, allow that the two other boys, who were found on board,
‘were purchased and sent there.as Slaves by John Brown, the first Mate ofthe
Marie, as his property ; he, ‘as well as the Master, Francis Vigne, being in-
terested in ‘the vessel and cargo.
‘ThisJolin Brown, the first Mate, was on shore at the time of the capture,

-and the second Mate with part of the crew had some time.before-died in the
river Ponga. = -
The fact of the two boys before ‘alluded to, being Staves, no doubt re-

mained as to the illegalityof the voyage, and‘their emancipation,:with the
‘condemnation of the brig Marie, the Court immediately decreed.

The ethér nine ‘negroes were delivered to His Excellency Governor
‘MacCarthy. ;

(Signed) ‘THOS. GREGORY.
Sierra Leone, February téth, 1820.



81

No. 32.

His Majesty's Comntistioners-to. Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. Ge. §c.;
dated:Sierra Leone, February 25, 1820,~ReceivedMay 11, 1836.

‘My ‘Lorn,

.AGREEABLY to your Lordship’s commands expressed in your dispatch‘dated the 38th of November last, we without waiting for- the. arrival-of the. Portuguese.Commissioners, and contorming ourselves to thearrange-ment entered into by your Lordship and the Count de Palmella, the Portuspucse Envoy at the British Court, proceeded to the adjudication of theortuguese schooner the Nova Felicidade, and -in Consequence: pronounced
‘sentence of candemnation against her. _
We bad the honour to inclose for your Lordship’s information an abstract‘of the.case.of that vessel, stated from the interro tories, which were taken
by the Registrar of the Commission, and from the other documents which
“were given in byCaptainKelly atthe.time he brought the schooner to Sierra
Leone in August last. .

_ We have now the honourto infoznyourLordship that,on the.6th instant,‘His Majesty’s ship Myrmidon, Captain Leeke, brought into thisport:the
Portuguese. schooner, ‘the Saint Salvador, which vessel was captured at.an‘anchor offManna, in latitude 6 deg. 34 min. N..on the 25th ofJ;anuary, by the
Myrmidon’s boats.
The circumstances attending the capture ‘and: detention of the SaintSalvador are fully stated in-the.copy of the case of that vessel, which we have‘also the honour of -here inclosing, but the Commissioners on the part of HisMost Faithful Majesty not havingyet arrived, we cannot proceed to the finaladjudication of the schooner, until they make their appearance, or that weweceive your Lordship’s instructions(asin the case of the NovaFelicidade),

‘not to await the arrival of the Portuguese Commissioners. In the mean time‘Captain Leeke, after having landed the Master .and crew of the. SaintSalvador, -put a-Midshipman anda few invalid seamen onboard, to take careof the vessel, until she can be brought to final adjudication.
‘We have the honour to be with the greatest respect,

 

‘My Lord, | -
Your Lordship’s most obedient,

and very humble Servatits, .
THOMAS GREGORY,.

EDWARD FITZGERALD.Viscount Castlereagh, K..G.
&e.  &e. §c.

| {First Inclosure in No. 82.)

‘TheCase-ofthePortugueseSchooner, the Nova Felicidade,AntonioIvaguim
da Trinidade, Master. ,

: THE Nova Felicidade, 2 small schooner, measuring only eleven tons; was.“fitted. outon -the-23d ofJune last at Prince’s Island
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The owner of her, José Feriara Gomez, the acting Governor of that island,
granted the vessel a pass, authorizing her to proceed to the Portuguese settle.
ments of Cabinda and Molembo, south of the equator: there was no royal
p2ss on board. .

In lieu, however, of going to the above-mentioned Portuguese settlements,
the Nova Felicidade proceeded to Old Calabar, situated in latitude 6deg,
N., where she took seventy-one Slaves on board.

Seven of these Slaves were the property of Antonio Ivaguim da Trinidade,
the Master ofthe schooner, and were put on board by himself; one belonged
to his boatswain, and another to one of his seamen; the remainder of the
seventy-one Slaves wereshipped on board by one Baras, a Portuguese Captain
belonging toPrince’s Island. ;
The véssel was captured on the 30th of July last, in Latitude 2 deg.

23 min. North, and Longitude 9 deg. 50 min. West, by His Majesty's shi
Pheasant, Captain B. M. Kelly, and brought to Sierra Leone on the 18t
of Aurust. ©

- Although the Master of the Nova Felicidade first declared that he had
taken in his Slaves at Cabinda, yet when he, his officers and Crew were in-
‘terrogated on oath, they all declared that they had been at no other port
than’ Old Calabar, where they took in the beforementioned seventy-one
Slaves.

~ The proof being so clear that the Nova Felicidade was engaged in an illicit
traffic in Slaves, the Members of the Court pronounced sentence of condem-
nation against her, and emancipated the Slaves, who had been provided for
by Hig Extellency Governor Maccarthy, on their being landed in Augustlast.

THOS. GREGORY. >
EDWARD FITZGERALD,

Sierra Leone, February25, 1820. a

 

{Second Inclosune in No. 32.) ’

The Case of the Schagner.. St. Salvador, Antonio José.Alvarez, Master,
ee capjusedunder Portuguese Colours..

THE St. Salvador was taken possession-of on. the 25th of January, at an
anchor off the River Manna, by His. Majesty’s.ship the Myrmidon, Captaia
John Leeke, and. broughtto.SierraLeone on the 8th instant. On the ten-
der of theMyrmidan approachjng the schooner, a boat was seen to depart
from her, endeavouring to reach the shore, but was prevented, and taken to
the Myrmidon. ° On béard this boat was a Negro, who declared himself to.
be a Slave taken from the schooner, in consequence of which the vessel- was
detained. The Slave’s name is Popo, alias Will Carr, a. Krooman, who had
lived two years at Sierra Leone. fe declares on his oath, (assisted by an in-

_ telligent interpreter named Tom Reed,) that he was sold by Charles Gomez,
a Slave-dealer at Manna, to the Supercargo, who sent him on board to'he
inspected and approved of by the Master of the St. Salvador ; that he wasput
in irons, and that he had been one day and one night on board before he was
relievedby che captors.
As this Slave’s deposition is too volumingus.to: insert here, a copy of it will

be annexed. ,
Mr; Baker, Master's. Mate,of the. Mytmidon, declares.on oath, that-on his.

approaching ‘thecaptured yesse]he. saw two, empty: boats-astern of -hers. one
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fwhich wusvodvhwuled up on the- starboard side, and putoffwith Nei roes
i thee-fog.theshore, this was theboat which was brought alongsideof theMyrmidon’s tender; as beforestated, and out.of which Popo, alias Will Carr,the: Stavé, was taker. - | | ete~ "The8t;:Salvador, pricy to her, capture, had been chased by the Myrmidon |

‘ee F. E. Smith and Mz. Charles Leech, a Midshipman, who were

atonioJosé Alvarez, the Master of the vessel, told them that when he wasthus-chaced he had twenty-five Slaves on board, that he eseaped-by tack-ing on its, becoming dark, and landed theSlaves. at the Gallinas the. next
morning. . . os ,On special interrogatories being put by the captors (with the consent of the
Court) to Antonio José Alvarez, as. to- the fact of his informing LieutenantSmith “thatonthe night the St. Salvador was chaced by the Myrmidon, thereweretwenty-five Negroes on board, andthat the ¢ were all landed the.nextmorttitig:* bis atiswer is “No,” which he qualities thus: “ he told him (Lieu-

pit into thé schoonier to conduct her to Sierra Leone, declare on oath, that —

‘tenant Smith) that another schooner which was chacedby theMyrmidon’s -boatsat the same trme that thé St. Salvador was chiced, ha
five Slaves, whowere,alllandedattheGallinas,”
Itappears by, the declarations on oath to the standin interrogatories put to‘the Master of the St..Salvador, that she was purchased at Baltimore by him.

self, ‘for. dccount, of a Mr. Martinez;of the island: of Bona Vista, Cape de‘Verd-that for the present voyage (this not being the first on account ofthesecine owners,) she was laden‘at Bristof in the Onited States, witha cango
‘which hej. the Master, purchased for :his and Mr. Martinez’s account: -The
“vessel progeetled with this cargo (it being adapted for the Slave Trade)’ toBona Vista, fromwhence she was dispatched withthe cargofor the Coast of.

on board twenty-

Africa. Her crew, exclusive of the Master, consisted of thirty-two-im num-:‘ber,, namely,:ten, Anfericaris, six Portuguese,iand sixteen Italians andFrench,
_ She wasfittedup ihevery réspect for a Slave-trading voyage, with the im-‘tention ‘of: taking back. from the Coast of Atrica a cargo of Slaves to the Ha-
~vannah, foraccount of the:said Master and Mr. M.artinez, the other owner.

Thé St, Salvador was armed with eight eighteen-pound carronades, and:ammunition corresponding.thereto.
Part,of the St. Salvadot’s cargo was. landed’ at Cape Mount,and theremainder, except afewtrifling articles which’are still on board,. was put on’shoreat Manna, where the Supercargo, a Mr. C, P. Green, was landed tocollect Slaves, as appears by a letter in. his hand-writing, addressedto the

First. Mateofthe. schooner, John Fletcher, who acknowledges on his oath.ithe lettet to he genuine, a copy of which letter is annexed. -
That the St.Sa

‘doubt. . . ;
:The fourth se¢tion of ‘article the first of the Convention, signed at Lon-.don the 28th of July1817, prohibits. Portuguese vessels from carrying Slavesto any port not.in' the dominions of Portugal ; the St. Salvador was to have:taken her Slaves (as allowed on oath by the Master, Mate, &c,) to the Ha-~vannah.

.
Article the: fourth requires that all Portuguese vessels'shall be furnished‘with a royal passport. ‘The St. Salvador had no such passport, and the only

pass! she possessed wag‘one'fromthe Governor of BonaVista. .__ Article the sixth of the Instructions annexed. ‘to the Convention stipulates
that two thirds ofthe crew ‘of’ all’ Portugwese vessels shall be native Portu-
guese; the St. Salvador had on board no morethaw six Portuguese seamen.Werethe-Cominissionerg on the'part of His Most Faithful Majesty on the
spot, it-is conceived: that they would coincide in the opinion which the Bri-

alvador was engaged in an illicit Slave Trade, there is: no.
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ttish Members of the Mixed Commission Court have formed on this case.

-wamely, that the St. Salvador has been detected in carrying on an illicit
“Traffic:in Slaves; and they are further of opinion, upan the whole of the
evidence, that the Negro Popo was on beard the-St. Salvadorasa Slave, and
that the detection and seizure of the boat in the act ef taking him out of the
St. Salvador to put him on shote, is a sufficient finding on board, to make it
their dutyto reserve the case fo-adjudication. ,

The Court in the mean time feel it their duty
Henry John Leeke, of His Majesty’s ship Myrmid
an detaining the said schooner St. Salvador.

Sierra Leone, February:25th, 1820.

do declare, that Captain
en,-has been fullyjustified

Answers to Special Interrogatoriesput.toPopo, otherwise Will Carr.

‘Saith he knows the Pcrtuguese schooner, but does not know her name—
gpointed her out frem the streetan front-oftheCourt. Saith he was on board the
_echooner one day and one night before Captain Leeke seized her—he was in
irons during that time. As soon as the man of war wasseen, the sailors
~opened the hiatches, took off his irons, and put him in the boat, to be‘sent on: -
_shore to the other Slaves. There were twenty-two Slaves -on ‘shoredelong-
‘angto the schooner—they avere kept in a dig house. Charles Gomer sent
-him on board the schooner, sold him for aSlave, and took the sehooner’s
money. The deponent owed Gomez thrceiren bars; Gomez’askeddeponent
-to pay him, deponent could noi: ‘ Gomez said-he had waited too lony, and
-he would sell him ; he sold bim for enc hundred bars in ram—Gomez took
:the.hupdred bars in rum, powder, and tobacco, which deponent saw Gomez
‘take-——he did not give any to the deponent. The next day,-after'selling him,
‘Gomez took him on board to shew him to the Captain, to know if he was
:satisfied with the bargain made on shore withthe Supercarge ; ‘he ‘stopt: on’
‘board forthenight, and remained till the man-of war approached. After
sputting deponent onboardGomez went on shore, and.on the approach of the
-mnan of. war. nextmorning, Goimez caiie on board the ships to take away the
Slaves—this is alwaysdonebyGomez.and otherSlave-dealersonthe approach
of ships of war, for which they are. always looking out, so that no Slaves
should be found actually-on board:on their coming up.
Deponent saith that his debt to Gomez :was contracted im this mamer:—

‘Deponent was coming from his own country for Sierra Leone ina Kroo ca-
noc, he became sick and went'on shore, and coming along the shore, Gomez
:gave him three iron bars tocarry to his house. Deponent did not know Go-
-mez’s house; he enquired of a woman, who said she belonged to Gomez, and
‘took the irun bars from him. The woman did not tell Gomez. Gomez said
deponent had stolen the iron bars, insisted on payment, and seized him for it.
Deponent saith he knows the sailors of the schooner who put him inte the
boat to be taken on shore. Deponent points out to the Mate and James
‘Belcher, a seaman, who, with another seaman, not present, were the persons
-who put him into the boat; the Mate gave the order.

_ About five days ago the Mate told him if the Judge should ask him
‘whether he was a Slave, and he would say “ No,” the Mate would give nim
-one hundred dollars, and take him back to the-Gallinas and land him there.
_ Deponent asked the Mate for what he put him ia irons, and said he could
not tell the Judge he was nota Slave. e Mate made himthe offer twice
«on board the schooner, and yesterday again a:third time as they were coming
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-up the steps from the water side, near theGovernor's house. The Mate took
hold of Deponent’s finger and made him the offer. Saith another man named
Will Doe left Kroo country in the same ‘canoe with deponent. This'Will
~Doe went back to Kroo country from Gallinas, with country cloth, purcliased
with tobacco received.in payment for service from Fillipi, at Cape Mount.
The Kroo-men are thus‘emptoyed ‘all along ‘the coast.

‘POPO, his >4 mark.:
‘TOM READ, his mark.

Taken and sworn before Thomas Gregory, Esquire, Commissary Judge,
' .and Edward Fizgerald, Esquire, Commissioner. of Arbitration, at Free
‘Town, Sierra,Leone, this 18th day.of February 1820. oO

.In presence of

-R. B. FITZGERALD, Deputy Registrar.

 

‘Copy of a Letterfrom P.:'C. Greene to Mr. Fletcher.

Mr. Frercuer, ‘Peter Carful’s, Big Town, December 20, 1819..

‘AS soon as‘you'receive ‘this go immediately to C. Gomez Town, and put
these two boys, John and Peter, in irons—secure and sce that that-old fel-
low Slave man is secured hand and foot, as I learn by the Kroomen theyhave.
‘sent word they will soon be clear, ‘andgive orders that there isa striet watch
kept ever them. I want, if the beach is smooth, to send abarrel of rice’oa
shore for the Slaves at Gomez Place, and see what Slaves is collected frons
the gentleman at that place. They are collecting here as fast as they can. ‘I
shall be down in two or three days. Should Gomez ask'any thing about my
Slaves at Cape Mount, tell him I have one hundred, and am likely to get the
whole to bring downwithme in‘three or four days. You can make your ex~.
cuse to bring the rice, and it was my orders, beforeI left the vessel,tosecure
those boys,'as I saw an uneasiness with them the lasttimeIwas there. | Be
back to Cape Mount as-soon as possible. Iam well, but found a very long
walk to this town, whichfatigued me very much. Givemy réspects to Cap-.
tain Alvaros, wishing this to find you all in good health. I wish you to make
dispatch in going te Gomez’s Town, .

Your's respetfully, ee
P, C. GREENE.
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No. 33.

Thomas’ Gregory, Esq. to Viscount Gastlereagh, K. G. Ge. Bey dated
Sierra Leone, March 20, 1820.—Received May 25, 1820.

My Lorp,

ON‘the2oth-of last month Tchad the honour ito inclose-an abstract of the
ease of the Spanish ‘schioorerthe ‘Franciseo, ‘and Thave mow: the'honour to
state, for your Lordship’s information, that:on the: 7th instant Commodore
Sir George‘R. Collier sent into-this port foradjudication the Spanish schooner
the Gaztitta, captured by His Majesty’s Frigate the Tartar on the 2d instant, in
datitude 5 deg. N. and longitude 10 deg. W. with eighty-one Slaves on board,
all shipped from places north of. the Equator, which is proved by the evi-
dence of the Master, the Mate, and the Boatswain of the. schooner, and fully
stated in the abstract of the inclosed ease. I have the honour to subscribe
myself withthe.greatest respect,

My Lord,
Yaur Lordship’s most obedient,

_and'very humble Servant, -
Viscount Castlereagh. K. G. THOMAS GREGORY.

&e. “&e. &e.

  

(Znclosure in No. 83.)

The ‘Case Of‘theSthooner'Gazetta,‘Mariana Catbo, Master,capturedunder
| Spapitsh ‘Colours.

__ THEGazette was:fitted out: by Don‘Antonie!Gola-at Bantiago de Cubs, in
themonth of November.last, witha erew: consisting 6f:seventeen:ianumber,-and wasfurnished:with:@toyakpassport to trade: for. Staves south of theEqua-
tor. She was captured.ontheod-ofMareh infacitude’5S N.deg.:andlongitade
10 deg. W., by His Majesty’s frigate the ‘Tattar, ‘Commodore Sir: George :R.:
Collier, K.C. B., and brought to’SierraiLeene for adjudication on the 17tb.
“Thete were en board.at the time of capture eighty-two Slaves, consisting of
twenty-seven men, thirteen women, twenty-one boys, and twenty girls, pur-
chased and shipped at Grand Bassa and ‘Trade Town, where patt of the cargo
was landed to pay for the purchase of the Slaves,
On the interrogatories being put by the’ Court to Mariano Carbo, the

.Master of the schooner, to the mate and the boatswain, they all unanimously
declared, on their oaths, that the eighty-one Slaves were taken on board at
the before-mentioned notorious Slave-tra:ling places, Grand Bassa and.TradeTown, north of the Equator: this fact being proved, it:clearly stamped the
illegality of the voyage; and the Court therefore immediately pronounced
sentence of condemnation against the Gazetta, and that part of her cargo
which still remained on board, with the emancipation of the eighty-one
Slaves.

Sierra Leone, March ¥8, 1820. THOMAS GREGORY.
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No. . 3.

HisMajesty's Gommissioners toViscountCastleroggh,E.G.8c. &e., dated
Sierrg Teone, May'6,:1820.—-Recsived July.5, 1820.

MyLorp,

WE ‘have the ‘honour ‘to inform your Lerdship, that His Majesty's ship
Morgiana, ;Captain Sandilands,:lately brought :into Sierra Leone a schooner
called La Invincible the Second, Benjamin Towner-Commander, found at-sea
eruizing under Artigas.colours. ‘Thisschooner had a very short time before
heen-s Spanishslaver called the Industria, and while employed in taking in
‘slaves in the ‘Rio Pongos, was taken with ‘some slaves on board by another
eruizer called La Invincible,fitted out at ;Bakimore, and commanded by one
Job Northrup. This Northrup shifted his flag on-board the Industria, and
having subsequently taken a superior vessel, an American, named the Swift,

~ trensfetretl -himself, t -<
_ gave.np the.command of thedndustria, pow namedLa Invincible the-Second,
to Benjamin Towner, -his first officer, who has a-printed Aztigas commission
of old-date apparently fabricated. —
Not any: oneot:the original Spanish créw.was,on board;some of the original

papers:were; put the logbook had not any date OFyear, and the-whole wére

extreowelyiindistinet.and difficult:ta:beifized : some of the Slaves taken.inby
the Spaniards .in the -Rio Pengos, were, ‘however, -still on board when the
vessel was brought.in here. .

j dilands was.exesedingly desirous that. proceedings .should .be
taken ‘against ‘this vessel as a ‘Bpahish-ship illegallytrading in - Slaves, and
with.a-veew-to:this objectthepapers.were sentsuccessively% all the-members
ofthe Commission, andperused:bythem. ;

. Phe British Comsissioners on ~communsesting ‘together.on the- sabject,
were of opisiion ‘that although the case appésted -to ‘invalve ‘Inahy  poirits
altogether foreign to the objects:ofthe Commistion; yet it-might-be tak it
consideration, if any. disposition:shoult be shewnon the Spanish-side to téke
cognizance of it, - . .
But the Spanish Commissary Judge, ‘Mr. Le'Fer, having more than once

distiactly. refused .to enter into.it, aad >Mr.Camps, the Spanisly ‘Arbitrator,
after-a very attentive examination, not being able;to‘find atiy actual proof of
the origina}: Spanish character to watraat him: ia taking:any-step.to cause it
to be brought under discussion, nothing:cdl be done in the mixed British
28d‘Spanish Ceurt respecting it.
The vessel being, we suppose, found not to be tangible in: aay ether way,

thas been allowed to depart, the Slaves on board her at her arrival, taken by
Northrup forcibly from several slaving vesselsofall nations, were landed here
while she was thought likely to be subject to a charge of piracy, and remain
in the interior of the colony. .
‘We think it proper to put your! Lordship in possession of these particulars

ofthis case. ae
“Wehavethe honour-to-be,‘withthe’greatest respect,

My‘Lord, a
Your Lordship’s most obedient, —

audvery;humbleServants,
| " -FHOMAS. GREGORY,

Viscount Castlereagh, K..G. EDWARD. FITZGERALD.
Ge. &es.- Se,

with the greater payt.ofhis crew, to that vessel, and.

én into.
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No. 33.

‘Thomas Gregory, Esq. to. Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. §e., datedSierra,
Leone, June 27, 1820.—ReceivedAugast 10, 1820,

My Loxp,

I have -the honour ‘to inform your Lordship that on the 2d instant I helda meeting at the Office of the Mixed Commissions with M. Altavilla, HisMost Faithful Majesty's Commissary Judge, in order to take cognizance ofthe two reserved.cases of the Portugueze schooners, the Cintra and the StSalvador. The case of the Cintra, (an abstract’ of which was forwarded toyour Lordship under date of the 30th November last,) with the whole of theevidence, being so clear as to stamp the voyage with illegality, M. Altavilla.did not hesitate a moment in joining with me in the condemnation of thevessel.
But on.our proceeding te the-considerationof the case of the St.:Salvador,I have to observe that after several adjcurned meetings we ultimately differedin opinion as.to the sentence which we ought to pronounce, and ‘we wereunder the necessity of drawing for one of the Commissioners of Arbitration ;the lot falling on M. Figaniere, the Portugueze Commissioner, thatgentle-man. coincided in opinion with his colleague, the Commissary Judge, and-‘Consequently, the majority of the votes being that the vessel could not becondemned as lawful prize, she was decreed liberated accordingly,.
Although an abstract of the case of the St. Salvador, ‘so far as it had been:originally gone into, was forwarded in a: joint dispatch to your Lordshipunder date ofthe 25th of February last, I deem it necessary for the betterinformation ofyour Lordship, that the whole’should be now stated together;and I have, therefore, the honour to inclose another copy of that Abstract,with a continuation ef the case, comprehending the grounds on which thePortuguese Commissioners had formed their opinions on the decision theyhad made, in opposition.to my view of the case.

. As I intend to embark for England in the ship which takes this dispatch, 1shall, soon after its arrival, have the honour of paying my personal respectsto your Lordship: and, if I should beso fortunate as to find that ‘my con-duct during my residence in this Colony has met with your Lordship’s ap-probation, I shall feel-happy indeed.
In the mean time I have the honour to subscribe myself, -

- with the greatest respect, &c.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) THOS. GREGORY.&e. &e..&e.

 

(Znclosure in No. 35.)

The Caseof the Schooner St. Salvador, 4ntonio José Alvarez, Master,captured under Portuguese Colours.
THE St. Salvador was taken poseession of on the 25th of January, at ananchor off the river Manna, by His Majesty's ship the Myrmidon, CaptainHenry JohnLeeke, and brought to Sierra Leone.on the 8th instant,‘On the tender of the Myrmidon approaching the schooner, a boat was sccnto depart.from her endeavouring to teach the shore, but was prevented’ and



89

taken te the Myrmidon: on board of this boat was aNegro,who declared.
‘himself to be a Slave taken from the schooner, in consequence of which the
vessel was detained. The Slave’s name is Popo, alias Will Carr, a Krooman,.
who had lived two years at Sicrra Leone: he declares on his oath (assisted by an
intelligent interpreter named TomReed), that the was sold by Charles Gomez,:
a Slave-dealer at Manna, to the Sapercargo,who sent him on board to be in_-
spected and approved of by the Master of the St. Salvador; that he was put:
in.irons, and that he had been one day and one night on board before he was:
relieved by the captors. Asthis Slave’s deposition is too voluminous to jnsert.
here,a copy of it will be annexed.
Mr. Baker, Master's Mate of the Myrmidon, declares, on oath, that on his:

approaching the captured vessel, he saw two empty boats astern of her, one of
which was soonhauled up on the starboard side, and put offwith Negroes in
her'for the shore: this was the boat which was brought alongside of the
Myrmidon’s tender, as before stated, and out of which Popo, alias Will Carr,
the Slave, was taken.

The St. Salvador, prior to her capture, had been chased by the Myrmidon,
and escaped. Lieutenant F. 1. Smith and. Mr. Charles Leek, aMidship-.
man, who were put into the schooner to conduct her to Sierra Leone, declare.
on cath, that Antonio José Alvarez, the Master of the vessel, told them that
when he was thus chased, he had twenty-five Slaves on board; thathe.escaped

_ by tacking on its becoming dark, and landed the Slaves at Gallinas the next
morning.
On special interrogatories being put by the captors (with the consent ofthé

Court) to Antonio José Alvarez, as to the fact of his informing Lieutenant
Smith,* that,on the night the St. Salvador was chaséd'’by the Myrmidon,
there were twenty-five Negraes-on board, and that theywere all landed the
next-morning ;” his answer is, “ No,” which he qualifies thus:—“ He told
him (Lieutenant Smith) that another schooner, which was chased by the
Myrmidon’s boats, at the same time that the St. Salvador was chased, had on
board twenty-five Slaves, who were landed at the Gallinas.”
it appears by the declaration on oath tothe standing interrogatories put.to,

the Master of the St. Salvador, that she was purchasedat Baltimore by bim-.
selffor account of a Mr. Martinez, of the Island ofBotiaVista, Cape de Verde:
that for the present voyage (this not being the first.on account of the same
owners) she was laden at Bristol, in the United States, with a cargo which he,-
the Master, purchased for his and Mr. Martinez’ account: the vessel pro-.
ceeded with this cargo (it being adapted for the Slave Trade) to. Bona Vista,’
from whence she was dispatched with the cargo for the coast of Africa. Her
crew, exclusive of the Master, consisted of thirty-two in number, namely, ten
Americans, six Portuguese,and sixteen Italians and French. She was fitted
up in every respect for a Slave-trading voyage, with the intention of taking
back from the coast of Africa a cargo of Slaves to the Havannah, for account
of the said Master and Mr, Martinez, the other owner.
The St. Salvador was armed with eight eightcen-pound carronades,and am-

munition corresponding thereto. — .
. Part of the St..Salvador’s cargo was landed at Cape Mount, and thie re+
mainder, excepta few trifling articlés’-which are still on board, was put on
shore at Manna, where the Supercargo, a Mr. C, P. Greene, was landed to
eolléct Slaves, as appcarsbya letter in his hand-writing, addressed to the First
Mate of theschooner, John Fletcher, who acknowledges on his oath the letter
to be genuine; a copy-of which letter is annexed, .
j Phat the St. Salvador was engaged in an illicit Slave Trade there is no
doubt. .

"The fourth section ofArticle the first ofthe Convention signed at London
the 28th of July 1817, prohibits Portuguese vessels.from carrying Slaves to.
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GO

any’ port not in the dominion ofPortugal:.the.St:-Saleader was to have
taken.her’Slaves..{as allowed. on. oath by the Master, Mate,:44.) to the
Havanmabt-: . . oo

Article the fourth requires, that all Portuguesd vessele shall. be furnished:
with areyal.passport: the St. Salvador. had no sich passport; aud the “galy
pass shepéssessed'was one from the Governor ofBona Vista. we

Article the sixth of the instructions annexed to the Convention, stipulates.
that two-thirds:of ‘the -crew of all: Portuguese vessels shall be native Porty.
guese.: theSt. Salvador had on board no more than six Portuguese seamen... -
Were the Commissioners on the part of His‘Most Faithful Majesty.on the

spot,it is conceived that they would coincide in the opinion which the British .
Membersofthe mixed Commission Court have formedon this case: na Ss
that the St. Salvador has been detected in carrying on an illicittraffic iaSlaves;:
and they are further of opinion, upon the whole of the evidence, thet:the:
NegroPopo was on board the St..Salvador.as a Slave, and that the detention;
and seizure of the boat in theact of taking him out of the St. Salvadorto put
him on shore, is a sufficientfading on board to make it their duty to reserve.
the caseforadjudication. .
Fhe Court in the. mean time feelit:their duty to declare;. that Captain,

Henry John Leeke; of His Majesty's ship Myrmidon, has been fully justified.
in detaining the said schooner St. Salvador.

Sierra Leone; 25th February 1820.

 

Answers to specialInterrogatoriesput to Popo, otherwise Will: Care.

Saith he knows the Portugueseschooner, but does not. know’ her-namé}-
pointedherout from the street-in frontof the Court ; saith he was on board
the schooner one day and one night before Captain Leeke:seizedher—hewis
in irons during that time.*-As soon’ as the man-of-war wasseen;thé sailors
opened the hatches, and: took-off his irons, put him in theboatto-be sent: on
shore to the other Slaves; there were twenty-two Slaves on shore -belonging
to the schooner; they were Kept in & big house: Charles Gomez sent himon
board the schooner—sold him fora Slave, and’ took the schoonersmeney.
The deponent owed'Gomez three iron bars, Gomez asked deponent to pay him,
deponent could not ; Gomez said he had waited too long, and he would sel
him ; he sold him for one hundred “bars; Gomez took the hundred bars:in-
‘runi, powder, and tobacco, which deponent saw Gomez take ; he did not give
any to the deponent.. The next day after selling him, Gomez. took:him on:
board to shew him to the Captain, to know ifthe was satisfied with the. bar
gain: made on shore with the supercargo; he stopped on board for the night,
and remained till the man-of-war approached. After putting deponent on
board, Gomez went on shore, and on the approach of the man-of-war- next
morning, Gomez came on board the chips to take away the Slaves. this: is
always done by Goniez and other Slave-dealers on the. approach of ships’.of
war, for which they are always luoking out, so that no slaves should beSoad
actually on board on their coming up.

Deponent sdith that his debt to Gomez was contracted -in this ‘manner :—-
Deponent was coming fromhis own country for Sierra Leone in a. Kroo
Canoe, he became sick and went on shore,-and coming along the. shore,
Gomez gave him three iron bars to carry to his house. Deponent did :not
know Gomez's house; -he inquired of.'a woman who said she belonged to
Gomez, and took the iron bars from him. The woman did not tell Gomez;
Gomez said deponent had ‘stolen the iton bars, and insisted on: payment, and
seized him for it. Deponent saith he knows the sailors of the. schooner who
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put: him ‘into the boat to be.taken on shore: ‘Deponent points ‘out to the -
mate and James Belcher; a-scaman, who with another seaman not- present.

_ were the persons who put him: into the boat;’ the mate gave the order,
Abdut.fivedays agoithe mate-told him, if the Judge should-ask him whether .
he was.a Slave, and hewould-say no! the mate would give him-one hun
dollars, and take hiny back to the Gallinas, and land hm there. Deponcatasked: the’ mate :for what he put him ‘in ‘irons, and said ‘could not tellthe'dudge he was not a Slave. The mate made him the offer twice on boardthe schooner, and yesterdayagain,‘athird time; as they were coming up the
steps trom the water-side, nearthe Government House; the mate took hold
of deponent’s:finger and made him the offer. Saith another man: named-Will Doeleft: Kroo country. in the same canoe with: deponent. - This: Will
Doe went back to Kroo country from Gallinas with country cloth purchased,
with tobacco ‘received.in payment for service, from Fillipi at Cape Mount;
the Kroomen are thus employed all along the coast.

POPO, his >< mark.
TOM REED, his > mark.

Taken and‘sworn before Thomas Gregory, Esq. Commissary Judge, and
Edward Fitzgerald, Esq. Commissioner of Arbitration atFreetown,
Sierra Leone, this 18th day of February 1820.

In presence of
R. B. FITZGERALD, Deputy Registrar,

mepu

 

“Copy of « Letterfrom P. C. Greene to Mr. Fletcher

Mr. Frercussr, Peter Carfull's, Bigtown, December 20, 1819.

. AS‘soon as you receive this, go immediately to: Gomez Town, and put
_those two boys,John and Peter, in irons, secure, and. see that that old yellow
Slave man is secured: hand and foot, as I learn by the Kroomen they have
sent word they. will soon be “clear; and give orders -that there’ is a strict
watch kept over them. I want, if the beach is smooth, to send a barrel-of
rice on shore for the Slaves at Gomez-Place, and see what Slaves are collected
fromthe gentlemen at that place. They are collecting Slaves here as fast as
they can. I shall be down in: two or th
thing about my Slaves at Cape Mount, tell him I have one hundred, and am
jike to get the whole to bring down with me in.three or four days.. You can
make your excuse to bring the rice, and it was my orders before I left the
vessel to secure those boys, as I saw an uneasiness with them the last time I

- was there. Be -back to Cape Mount as soon as possible; I am well, but
found a very long walk to this town, which fatigued me very much; give my
respects to Captain Alvarez, wishing this to find you all in good health. I
wish you to make dispatch in going tv Gomez Town.

Yqurs respectfully,
_ ‘(Signed) “‘P. C. GREENE.

‘Qn‘the 2d of June 1820, a meeting took place at theBoardRoom, in order
to-take.“nto consideration. the foregoing reserved case of the St. Salvadro.
when that case.withall the other.documents relating to the vessel were laid.
before’ M. Altavilla,, His Most. Faithful Majesty’s Commissary Judge, who,
after some discussion proposed to adjourn until the next day, when a second.
-Mheeting: was ‘held, and -M. Altavilla delivered in a paper (No. 1.) of which

ree days.. Should Gomez ask any—
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- the annexed isa copyshe then requested that theBritishCommissa

92

. 1 ry wouldreconsider the opinions which he had already fully stated verbally, insupportef:a condemnation, as:being.a decision most conformable te the spirit, if ‘not‘conformable -to the letter of the ‘Convention betwixt the two Crowns, and asM. Altavilla further requested ‘that a statement inwritingshould begive‘(as he-had adopted that mode to express his opinion) Mr. Gregory, in order,-as ‘far as possible, te comply with the request, although it was a novel modecof conducting praccedings in the mixed ‘Commissions, gave his finalOpinionin writing, at -their ‘subsequent meeting, on the 7th as stated in No. 2, towhich, after a ‘suspension of three days, the PortugueseCommissarygave.‘in a second statement {No. 3.) the cepy of which. is alsohere‘annexed.There remaining now no further chance of an approximation of pinion,‘it became-necessary: to draw by lot the name of one of -the Commissioners ofrarhitration; and the lot falling on Mr. Figaniere, the final meeting was heldsat the Board Room this day, and the result thercof is stated in the Minute of“avhich-the following is.copy viz.

British and Portuguese Mixed Commission Sierra ‘Leone.
Before T. Gregory, Esquire, His Britannic Majesty‘s Commissary.Judge, Joad Imo. Altavilla, Esquiee, His Most Faithfal Majesty's.Commissary Judge, and J. Cezarde la Figaniere & Morad,Ksquire,His Most Faithful Maresty’s Coinsnissioner of Arbitration. Present,Mr. F. Sawyer, Clerk to the Mixed Commissions, R.'B.Fitzgerald,Esquire, Deputy Kegistrar being too ill to attend.
Monday the 19th day of June, in the year of our Lord 1820,

The schooner St. Salvador, |
‘The abovementioned Commissary Judgesand the Commissioner ofArbitra.‘tion, having this day, met in order to finally determine on the caseoftheabovementioned schooner, and J.C. de iaFiganiere, Esq. His Mest FaithfulMajesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, coinciding in opinion with his col-leagihe'J. J. Altavilla, Esq. the Commissary Judge, that the Si. Salvadorought not to be condemned as jawful prize, the majority of votes pronouncedher ‘to be released accordingly.
Resolved, that the Registrar lay before the Board a statement of the sale‘of the said schooncr, St. Salvador, that vessel having been, by way of safety,‘disposed of by Captain Leeke.
Resolved, that as M. J.C. de Ja Figaniere é Mora3, His Most Faithful‘Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration, wishes. for his own satisfaction, tohave his reasons inserted in the minute, for joining ia opinion with his col-league, they are accordingly stated as follows :— ,* In the case of the Portuguese schooner St. Salvador, Captain AntonieJosé Alvarez, the two worthy Commissary Judges not having agreed, and‘the lot falling upon me, as one of the Commissioners of Arbitration, to give‘my opinion for the final decision of suid schooner, 1 have the honour to say,that minutely observing all the papers relative to said vessel, the additionalConvention, instructions for ourselves, and those for men of war, stationed,by both nations to prevent the illicit Slave Trade, I find that for the deten-tion of any vessel, be it to the Northward or Southward of the Equator, is,to have Slaves on board. The St. Salvador, by the confession even of the‘captors, and ‘the answers upon oath of the captured to the interrogationsputto them, had no Slaves on board at the time of the seizure ; but it seems‘that Captain Leeke thought it his duty to detain this vessel, on ace-count of seeing a boat with several Negrves ‘in it,. that. he, presumedone of‘them was a Slave going on shore from the schooner; however, I'l! observethat, should this Negro really have been a Slave on board, Captain Lecke did
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‘ot follow his instructions; for had he observed them, the first article plainly
says, “andshould any Slaves be foundon board, accordingto the tenor ofthe
sixth article of ‘the aforesaid Additional Convention, ‘and-as‘to'what regards
‘the Portuguese vessels, should there -bé groundto suspect thatthesaid Slaves
have been embarked‘on a part of thé coast ofAfrica, where thetraffic in
Slaves can no longerbe legally carried on, in consequénce of the stipulations
in force between the two High Powers: in these cases alone, the Com-
mander of said ship of war may detain them,” &c.; as also the second sec-
tionof the said article expressly says—* Ships on board of whichnoSlaves
shall be found intended for purposes of traffic, shall not be’ detained on any
account or pretence WHATEVER; thercfore not finding any on: board said
schooner, he could not on any pretence detain her. In the fifth article of
the Convention, which we must execute eu pied de la lettre, is ‘to be seen
‘ that vessels ofwar, provided with their special instructions, may visit such
merchant vessels ‘of the two nations as may be suspected, upon reasonable.
grounds, of having Slaves on board acquired by an illicit traffic; and (in the
event ony of their actuallyfinding Slaves on board) may detain and bring
away such vessels, &c.
“In the sixth article of the same it expressly says,—no Portuguese or

British cruizers shall detain any Slave ship not having Slaves actually on
board.
. However, Fil still draw the case to its extremity, as there are some per-

sons who think that the boat is part of the vessel—‘ Scapha navis non est
instrumentum navis, says Valin VI. t. XIV. art. II. s. 15., and Lisboa’s
6th Treaty, chap. I. sec. 6, says that the Jurisconsult Paulo was not of opi-
nion that the boat is an integral part of the vessel, saying, ‘ Scapha navis
non est instrumentum navis, et enim mediocritate, non genere ab ea differt ;?
moreover I'll grant it is part ef the vessel, in all the evidence I ‘see that
Popo was in Gomez’ boat, that had come on board and was rowing towards
shore.
“Was not the St. Salvador off the river Manna to carry on an illicit Slave

Trade? I’ll not averiguate, for it is not thepoint we treat upon, i would
have been the second one, should the vessel have been judged legally detained.
“ ¥ beg leave further to observe, that the main dutyof the Mixed Com-

mission is to ascertain and judge ‘upon the legality of the capture.’—(Inst.
for the Mixed Commission, art. 1. 8. 3.) —

“‘ Therefore, by what I have had the honourtoinsert above, I deem it
fully proved,.and my duty to say, that the Portuguese schooner, St.’'Salva-
dor, Captain Antonio José Alvarez, wasillegally detained by His Britannic
Majesty’s sloop Myrmidon, Henry Leeke, ‘Esq. Commander, and that said
vessel; her apparel, and every thing on board, &c. at the time of seizure,
should be restituted to her owner or owners,as also a just ‘and complete.
indemnification, as per eighth article of the instructions forthe Mixed
Commission.

“ J, CEZAR DE LA FIGANIEREE MORAO,
“ Commissioner of Arbitration of His Most Faithful Majesty.”

Sierra Leone; 19th Fune, 1820.

 

_, With respect toMr. Figaniere’s conclusion, wherein he “observes that,“a
_just'and eomplete indemnification should be, made tothe owners of the St,
Salvador,” he wasgiven to understand that ¢aat was no part of the busincss
Yor Which. the present meeting was tonyened to decide upon, ‘but that’it

349



350

‘tain if the captured vessel has

Ot

must stand over for future consideration, in case any claimant cameforwardto.make such a demand; and then it would be, in the first instance, theprovince of the two Commissary Judges to take cognizance of such a claim;and, on their not agreeing as to the decision which ought to be made, then
it would.be for them to draw lots for.an arbitrator.

Serra Leone, 19thJune, 1820.

 

No. 1. The first and principal duty of the Mixed Commissionis to ascer-
been justly detained.

The second section of the first Article of the instructions for the men ofwar of both nations employed to prevent the illicit Slave Trade, runs thus:“ Ships on board of which no Slaves shall befound intended for purposes oftraffic, shall not be detained on any account or pretence whatsoever,” andIn the sixth article of the Additional Convention, it is said, that “ nocruizer, Portuguese or British, shall detain any vessel not having Slaves acty.ally on board.”
And in the case of the Portuguese schooner St. Savlador, Captain AntonioJosé Alvarez, captured by His Britannic Majesty’s ship Myrmidon,Captain‘Lecke, on the 25th of January, and brought into this port far adjudicationthe 18th February. It is to be seen by its process.
In the declaration of Captain Leeke, of the Myrmidon, it is said that theNegro was not actuallyon board of the St. Salvador, but ina boat.By that of John Baker, Master’s Mate of the Myrmidon, it is also said.that the Negro was in a boat, and not-on board theschooner.Therefore, even by thé declarations of the captors, it is evident there wereno Slaves actually on board at the time of the detention.
Further, the answer to the fifth interrogation put to Captain Alvarez, hedeclares (upon oath) that the Negro was taken iz @ boat, and that there werano Slaves on board at the time of the detention.
And the answer to the same interrogation, put to the mate, John Fletcher,‘corresponds with that of the captain. oo
The same question being also put to Henry Perkins, the ‘carpenter, hisanswer was, that “he does not know why the schooner was captured, norcould. there be any reason, as there was no Slave on board.”And what Billings Faden, mariner, answers to the same interrogation,corresponds with the three former, saying (upon oath) that a personbelong-ing to King Gomez, was supposed (by the captors,) to have been a Slave onboard; but does not say theNegro was on board, nor that he was aSlave.Therefore by what here is demonstrated, there can be no doubt remaining‘respecting the illegality of the detention, for beth the: declarations of theofficers of His Britannic Majesty’s Corvette The Myrmidon, and the answers.npon oath to the interrogations put to the captain, other officers and men ofthe Portuguese schooner St. Salvador, all-come to the seme peint, and declare,that there were no Slave nor Slaves on boardthe said schooner at the timeof her detention.

;The first and principal point being demonstrated, that the St. Salvadorwas not legally detained—
The Mixed Commission cannot, nor has the power of condemning anyvesselupon suspicion of making any illegal Traffic in Slaves, but only whenfound in the fact, with Slaves on board.
Sterra Leone, 3d June, 1820.
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‘No. 2. After anattentive reconsideration ofthe whole ofthe case of the Por.
“-tuguese schooner, St, Salvador, and of the evidence on both sides, I feel it my
duty to declare it to be my decided opinion, that the Negro Popo was actu-

ally and illegally on boar the said schooner as a Slave; and ‘that havin
‘been put into a boat for the purpose of being conveyed to the shore on the
-approach of the Myrmidon, the:seizure of him in the boat, while the boat
-was in the act of taking him fromthe schooner to the shore—the whole of
this transaction having taken place m the presence and under the view of the
captors, was & sufficient finding on board to authorize and to justify the deten-
tion ‘of the said schooner by Captain Leeke, of His Britannic Majesty’s
shipMyrmidon ;——That the said schooner was actually engaged im an illicit
Traffic in Slaves,.ia moreover absolutely proved by the letter from the super-
cargoGreene, to the Mate Fletcher, acknowledged by the latter, and by the
testimony of the Slave Popo. On both these grounds, fortified by a multi-
tude ofcircumstances too numerous to be recited on paper, I feel it my duty:
to declare that the said schooner should now be condemned as lawful prize.

| (Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.

Sierra, Leonc, June7th 1820. |

 

No.3. AsCommissaryJudge of His Most Faithful Majesty, I am to follow
:precisely all-the Articles in the Convention-between the two Powers ofPortugal
cand England, as various eases may require; and assuch, I deem it my duty
not to agree to the condemnation of the Portuguese schooner St. Salvador ;
‘for having attentively considered the whole of its process, by which I find
that the Negro Popo, was not actually on board, but in a boat, at the time of
the capture, and this declared both by captors and captured. I therefore beg _
leavetosay, that should, I agree to its condemnation, it would be acting
‘against the secand section-of the first Article of tle instructions for the men
‘of war, and the sixth Article-of the Additional Convention.

That the said schoaner might ‘be engagedin an illicit traffic, is a second
part.to ascertaia, if captured with Negroes on board: but the first-—it must
be detained with Negroes actually on board to be a legak one: and appealing
to what I had the honour te say on the 3d instant, the mixed Commission is
not authorised to condemn any vessel-upon suspicion of making any illegal
commerce in Slaves, byt only when found im the fact with Slaves on board,
as the said Articles authorise us todo.

Siexra Leone, 10th Jane 1820.
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No. 36.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &e.,
dated Sierra Leone, June 27, 1820.—Received August 10, 1820,

My Lorp,

AT the close of the statement of the case of the Portuguese schooner St.
Salvador, José Alvarez, Master, which we had the honour to address toyour
Lerdship on the 25th of Februarylast, we expressed our confidence “ That
the Commissioners of His Most Faithful Majesty, if they were on the s
would coincide in the opinion which the British Members ofthe Mixed Com-
mission had formed on the case, namely, that the St. Salvador has been de-
tected in carrying on an illicit Traffic in Slaves ; and they are further of
opinion, upon the whole of the evidence, that the Negro Popo was on board
the St. Salvador as a Slave, and that the detention and seizure of the boat in
the act of taking him out of the St. Salvador to put him on shore, is a suff-
cient finding on board to make it their duty to reserve the case for adjudica- -
tion. The Court in the mean time feel it their duty to declare, that Captain
Henry John Leeke, of His Majesty’s ship Myrmidon, has been fully -justi-
fied in detaining the said schooner, St. Salvador.” -

It was matter of great mortification to us to find that the Portuguese Com-
missioners, when they came successively to take cognizance of ‘the case,
did not coincide in our opinion, but formed a judgment directly opposite, and
that, moreover, upon the primary facts and questions upon which we had
principally founded our’s. .
We at the same time feel much satisfaction that, as these gentlemen have

opinions so very different from ours, the case remained open tothe. fall
legal operation of those opinions: for it would have been much morepainful
to:know that they had such opinions, and that-the case.was closedagainst
their influence.
As however we formed our opinion with more attentive and scrupulous con-

sideration, under the two-fold responsibility of having to form it without the
advantage of consultation with the Commissioners of His Most Faithfal:
Majesty; and, as the principles and views upon which it was formed, unless
they shall be corrected by your Lordship, will probably have the same
weight with us in future cases, it becomes essential to submit to your
Lordship a few observations, not only in explanation of the -grounds upon
which we hold our persuasion, but further, with a view to prevent, by any:
arrangement which your Lordship may make, the differences which must:
otherwise be expected to prevail in a multitude of cases, if those gentlemen.
should be equally fixed in their sentiments, and if these sentiments should de:
made as fully known among the Slave-traders on this coast as they are likely
tobe.
We found it proved in the evidence on the case, that the Negro Popo - was

on board theschooner asa Slave: that on the approach of the Myrmidon
and of her Tender, he was put into a boat for the urpose of his being con-
veyed to the shore, that this’boat was stopped by the Tender in her way--to
the shore; and we were of opinion, that as the whole of those proceedings
were within sight and under the view of the captors, theyamounted to a sufhi-
cient finding on board tg authorize the detention of the schooner by Captain
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Lecke; and we felt ourselves further bound, on the view of the whole of the“depositions and examinations, to reserve the case for adjudication on the arri-
yal of the Portuguese Commissioners.
The Portuguese Gentlemen form their judgment solely upon the pre-

vise point that the Negro Popo was taken actually not. on board the
schooner, but in a boat; and on that point they pronounce the detention to
be illegal. The facts of the Negro being on board when the captors ap-

proached, of his being under their view put into the boat in order to evade
them, of his being taken in that situation, which we considered equivalent to
an actual finding on board, they hold not to be so considered ; and that those
facts, as well as all the other proofs of a Slave-trading voyage, in full acti-
yity of a traffic contrary to all the provisions of the Treaty and Convention,y P y 3
are matter of no consideration whatsoever in the case.
We believe our opinion is in unison with the establishedprinciples and-

ractice of Admiralty Jaw, as well as those of the separate laws of every
particular nation in matters of contraband, to which the Foreign Commis- .
sioners are generally inclined to assimilate the illegal Traffic in Slaves; we
believe we are equally in accord with the most approved tenets on all cases
that can bear assimilation to that traffic. But as we were led by our expe-
rience, under the other Commissions, to expect that those with whom this
case might come to be decided, would regulate their opinions by their own’
constructions of the Treaty and Convention, without any reference to legal
authorities or principles, we chose rather to found our proceedings on the
broad and simple basis of the fair and candid intepretation of the provisions
and obligations to which the Sovereigns were reciprocally pledged—guiding
ourselves in that interpretation by the good faith in which the Treaty and
Convention must be taken to have been framed, and never losing sight of the
impartiality that should belong always to the judicial office, to which we are’
especially sworn, under a provision made in the Convention for that object,
and to which we are moreover most strongly enjoined and instructed by your
Lordship’s letter of the 20th February 1819.
Under all these impressions, and under the authority and the obligation of.

0the second clause of the first article of Instructions r the Mixed Commis-.
‘sions, which says “ the Mixed Commissions shall judge according to the
letter and spirit of the Treaty of the 22d January 1815, and of the Addi-
tional Convention,” we felt ourselves bound to lay before your Lordship the
opinion now again expressed; for after the most attentive reconsideration,
‘with comparative reference to the judgment and reasonings of the Portuguese
Gentlemen, we still think decidedly, that the putting of a Slave who is or has’
been on board a Slave ship for the purposes of illicit Traffic in Slaves, over
the side of that ship into a boat, and moving him off toalittle distance, in
‘the presence and in the view of those authorized to prevent that illicit traffic,
could not by possibility have been contemplated in framing the Treaties, for
this consideration extends to all of them—as a legal ground of exemption
from the penalties attached to that illicit traffic. We consequently think. .
that such exemption should not be allowed now, and that the allowance of it.
would be to defraud the British Government of the object which is sought by
the Treaties. We think we regard the device described in its just light, when
we consider it as an evasion contrived by the illicit Slave-traders, for the pur--
pose of screéning themselves and their unlawful adventures from the penal-
ties whieh thefair construction and enforcement of the Treaties should at.’
tach to them-; and we further consider that such an artifiee, if pleaded before
theJudges ‘under the Treaties, ought to ‘be ‘repelled and rejected. —
We are inclined to think that the question of having or not having Slaves

on board, with ite necessary adjunct for the purposes of the trattic,”"—
although it is the primary question, may not in all cases be the principal
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question; and certainly not always the sole question. Where a number of
Sigyes,are, found within the vesselillegallyembarked forthe purpose:of the
tratlic; the first and.everyother object of inquiryare satisfied at once. . But
in doubtful-cases, where differences.intervene upon the points comprehended
in that primary question, as to what isa finding-on board,—Slave, or not a
Slave,—for the purposes of. the traffic, or not. for those purposes, &c,.—that
primary question may, it seems to us, be more properly considered as-an ‘inlet
to the main general question, whether the vessel is actually engaged in an un-
lawful Traffic.in Slaves or.not:. and from the investigation of this main
general question, material end decisive elucidation may be-derived to clear
up and settle the doubt under the primary question, and..in theevent of a
‘restitution the best means for forming a fairjudgment upon the ulteriorques-
tion whether any'and what damages are due, For it appears just and:rea.
sonable that, as-the primary question admits so many points of doubtful and
difficult construction, all of which are to be decided by the Judges, the cap-
tor, although :he incurs a heavy responsibility when he.brings an ambiguous
case to judgment, ought to be kept unharmed, when the main fact of being
actually at :the time engaged in illicit traffic is fully established, provided
the cireumstances under. the primary question were of such a nature as to
furnish :reasonable ground of belief and expectation that the whole of the
facts, when investigated, would warrant the detention.
The eighth Article of the Regulations for. the Mixed Commission has the

following provision onthis head, corroborative of the reasoning here sub-
ypitted -—
“The two High Contracting Parties, wishing to avoid as much as possible

every species of fraud in the execution of the Additional Convention of this
date, have agreed, that if it should be proved in.a manner evident to the con-
viction of the Judges of the two nations, and without having recourse to.the
decision of a Commissioner of Arbitration, that the captor has been led into
error by a veluntary nnd reprehensiblefaulton. the part of the Captain of the
-detained ship; in that case only the detained ship shall not have.theright
ofreceiving, during the days of her detention, the demurragestipulated by the

. Inapplication.of this Article to the present case—we have already described
‘the trans-shipment of the Negro Popo from the schooner on board of which
he was for the purpose of illicitTraffic-in Slaves, into a boat for the purpose
-of conveying him to the shore, as an attempt to defraud the British Govern-
ment of the object.sought by it in theTreaty and Convention; and we de
notthink it easy to conceive any thing morefraudulent, when it is considered
1p conjunction with all the facts and circumstancesofthe case. The. actual
“Traffic in: Slaves:going.onat the moment between the supercargo Greene and
Peter Careful, commonly called King Peter, and also with Charles Gomez,who
‘brought the NegroPopo on board the schooner as a Slave, for the Captain's ap-
‘provel of the purehase of him by Greene, and who was conveying him back tos

-theshore fer the fraudulent purpose of preventing the seizure of the-schooner,
-Tust wesuppose,be admitted beyond all question to be at least «a voluntary
_and reprehensible fault” onthe part ofthe Captain of the detained ship, which,
in conjunction with the fraudulent.trans-shipment,ought to preserve thecaptor
from anypossible hazard of a visitation in-damages.

_, Your Lordshipmay possibly be desirous of some explanationas to.the cause
ofthe superiorcreditgiven tothetestimenyof the Negroes found in this vessel,
and in others in the situation of Slaves, in opposition to the testimony of the
Masters, and sometimes also to that of the mates and mariners: We lament:

. to say, the reason is, that a system of perjury is organized and practised among
all those Slave-dealers, which is. generally discovered by their prevarications

spon.some plainand apparently indifferent collateral object of examination
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upon which no arrangement or preparation has been thought necessary,—
some fact, or some document that cannot be overcome is generally disco-
vered, and the plain narrative of the Negro prevails by the inherent force of
truth.

It might have been expected that some question would be raised upon the.
-cases in which one Slave was found on board the vessel—when the Treaties
uniformly lave the plural term Slaves.
Inthe first case which was tried under the Spanish Commission, M. Camps,

the Spaniah Arbitrator, sat with Mr. Gregory and Mr. Fitzgerald, M: Le
Fer, the Spanish Commissary Judge, being thendisabled from attending to
business by severe indisposition, only a single Negro was tound,—the whole
-of the crew ‘swore, that he was not-on board as a Slave; but his own state-
ment, confirmed by-circumstances, was believed; and his being single was
considered only as rendering the decision of the case more difficult and less
satisfactory in the diminished weight of the evidence, which would have
been less open to.controversy af there had been two or more Slaves.
That case being a difficult one, and being the first that was decided, being

accompanied also with smauch deliberation and discussion upon the various
points, and with perfect unanimity in the conclusion, had considerable weight
as a" precedent with all the Commissions, and probably will continue so
to nave.
We trust-your Lordship will see in this statement, and in the facts and cit-

cumstances of the case to which it has relation, as laid before your Lordshi
in.theevidence, reason to be satisfied with the integrity and impartialitywit
which we have discharged our duties jointly and separately, as we have been
called upon to act in the business.
We trust your Lordship will see that our conduct and our sentiments fully

correspond with the injunction given in your Lordship’s letter to Mr. Gre-
gory, dated 20th February 1819, to be “ careful not to lose sight of the
judicial character, and to endeavour uniformly to combine a fair and con-
scientious zeal for the prevention of the illicit Traffie in Slaves, with the
maintenance of the strictest justice towards the parties concerned, and with
the promotion of a spirit of conciliation and harmony between His Majesty’s
subjects -and those-of His Most Faithful Majesty.”

We have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) THQS. GREGORY,

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. EDWARD FITZGERALD.
&e. &e. §e. =
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No. 37. |

Viscount Castlereagh to Thomas Grégory, Esq.
Sir,

Foreign Office, November 30, 1819,

HIS Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been graciously pleased to
accede to your wish of resigning your appointmerit,.asHisMajesty's Commis-
sary Judge at Sierra Leone, under theTreaties with: Foreign Powersfor .the:
preventionofthe illicit Traffic in Slaves; and His:RoyalHig ess having been.
graciously pleased to appoint E. Gregory, Esq; to be His ajesty’s Commis-
sary Judge at Sierra-Leone upon your resignation, you will introduce Mr..E.
Gregory to His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, and to theseveral
Portuguese, Spanish, and Dutch Commissioners, as your successor; and you
will give hin every information in your possession, towards the due execution
of -his duties in the abovementioned character; and,. after seeing him duly.
fixed in that situation, you have the permission of His Royal Highness to re-
turn to England. a 7 a

I have the satisfaction to add, that your conduct, as His Majesty's Commis-
sary Judge ‘at Sierra Leone, has received His Royal Highness’s perfect
approbation. — os

. [have &e,
“Thomas. Gregory, Esq. (Signed). | CASTLEREAGH.

Se. Se. &e. .

 

No 38.

Viscount Castlereagh to Edward Gregory,Esq..

Sir, Foreign Office, November 30, 1819.

 I-HAVE the satisfaction to acquaint you, that- His Royal Highness the
Prince .Regent has been graciously pleased, in the name and onthe behalf of
-His Majesty, to. appoint you to the situation of His Majesty’s Commissary
Judge at Sierra Leone, under the Treaties with Foreign Powers for the pre-.
vention of the illegal Traffic in Slaves, vacant by the resignation of Thomas
Gregory Esq. I send to you herewith the Commission of His Royal High-
ness the Prince Regent to this effect ee 7
Your residence at Sierra Leone uuder the late Commissary Judge will have

made you acquainted with the proceedings of the Commission; and I have
only to refer you, for your information and guidance, to the instructions
which were addressed to Mr. Gregory and Mr. Fitzgerald jointly on their ap-
‘pointment, and-which you will consider as equally binding upon you.

. Farther instructions will, as circumstances shall render necessary, be sent
jointly to His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration and yourself, upon the
points which are entrusted to you.

Tam, &. .
Edward Gregory, Esq. — ‘. (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

&e. &e. &e. | , ,

"Mem. The Commission granted to Mr. E. Gregory is to the samepurportas that before granted to Mr. Thomas Gregory.
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No. 39.

E. Gregory, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c.' &c.; datéd Sierra
Leone,November6,1820.—ReceivedDecember 22, 1820.

My Lorp,

{ HAVE the hononr to iriformyeur Lordship, that on the-30th ultimo His
Majesty’s brig of war Thistle, Lieutenant Hagan, Commander, brought into
this river the Spanish-schooner Nuestra Sefiora de Montserrate, Isidro de
Urioste, Master, captured on the 16th: of October last in the river of Little
Cape Mount, latitude 6 deg. 38 min. N., longitude 10 deg. 55 min. W., with
eighty five Negroeson board.’ rear ve

On the ist instant the mixedBritish and Spanish Commission proceeded- :
to the adjudication of the.said schooner ; and, subsequently, finding that ghe
hadbeen illegally engaged in the Traffic of Slaves, forty-eight of the Negroés
above-mentioned having been putchased as Slaves in the river of Little Cape
Mount, on account of the owners of the vessel ; and thirty-seven having been
shipped on -board thereof for theaccount: of French subjects, pronounced
sentence of condemnation againsther,-and ‘decreed eighty-four of the said
Slaves (one having died on the passage to Sierra Leone) to. be emancipated,
and to be delivered over to the proper Authorities of the Colony. I havethe
honour td inclose; for-the information of your Lordship; an .abstract:.of. the.
case of the Nuestra Senora de Montserrate. ,
I have further the honourto acquaint-your Lordship, that.on the Ist in-.

stant His Majesty’s sloop Pheasant, Captain-Kelly, ‘arrived in this.river with
fifty Negroes‘on board. Captain Kelly, in.a letter addressed by him to-the
Acting Registrar, wherein he requested.to be informed whether the mixed
British and Spanish Commission would take cognizance of the said Negroes.
stated that he’ had recovered themfrom the native inhabitants of the towa
Accra, on the Gold Coast ofAfrica; that they were said to‘have been landed
.on the coast by a Spanish schooner, the said schooner having effected her
escape when pursued by His Majesty’s sloop under his command ; that he
had not been able to procure any papers, gr to ascertain her name, that of her
Commander, Owners, or the port. to which she belonged.

_ The Acting Registrar having laidbeforemeCaptain Kelly’sletter,Irequested
thathe would notify its contents.to DonFraucisco LeFer, HisCatholic Majesty’s
Commissary Judge, with an invitation to meet me to confer thereon; that gen-
tlemanreceived in consequence a communication on the matterin question from
theActingRegistrar, but declined my invitation for a conference, on the ground
that the Treaty: required that theMixed Corimission should only judge the
case of such Negroes asshould be taken frem Spanish vessels, and under cer-
tain cireumstances.. I deemed it therefore expedientand conformable to my
duty, to desire the Acting Registrar to acquaint Captain Kelly with. Don
Francisco Le Fer's determination, as also with my own view ofthe subject to
this effect, that’as the Commarder of His Majesty's ship Pheasant did not
possess any evidence to prove, that the Negroesreferred'to by him were, in
fact, the property of subjects of His Catholic Majesty; and that as the said
Negroes were taken from the towa of Accra, on the Gold Coast ofAfrica,
and not from any vessel detained by the. said Commander of His Majesty's
ship Pheasant, in virtue of the Treaty between His Britannic Majesty and —

357



358

102

His Catholic Majesty for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, no
proceedings couldbe established respecting themin the MixedBritish and
Spanish Commission at Sierra Leone. { understand that CaptainKelly
has since landed the aforesaid Negroes under his charge, and that he has.de.
livered them over to the Government of: the Colony. *
I have the honour to subscribe myself, with the greatest respect,

My Lord,.
Your Lordship’s most obedient,

and most humble servant,
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. E. GREGORY.

&e. &e,

{Inclosure in No. 39.)

Abstract of the Cuse of the Spanish Schooner Nuestra Sefora de Mont-
serrate, Isidro de Urioste, ‘Master.

‘THIS vessel,fitted. out for a Slave-trading voyage, provided with a royalpassport, and commanded byIsidro Pasqual, sailed from the Havannah inthe month of November 1819, atrived at Manna, latitude 6 deg. 29 min. N.,dongitude 11 deg. 12 min. W. January following; and in-the same monthcast.anchorin the river of Little Cape Mount;: latitude! 6 deg. 38 min. N.,Jongitude 10 dcg. 55 min. W., where, oa the 16th October 1820, ‘she’ wascaptured by His Britannic Majesty's brig of war Thistle, Lieutenant Hagan,Commander, with eighty-five Negross on board.
"From the depositions of theseveral witnesses, concerned in this case, it appears that the schooner Montserrate, although she was provided with requi-site documents to enable her.to fulfil every object of a traffic then permittedby the Treaty of the 23d.September 1817, between His Britannic aalestyand His Catholic Majesty,- wastakenby.her original Master, Isidro Pasqua ’to Manna, situated on that part of the Coast of Afriea where the Prad¢ inSlaves was interdicted to Spanish subjects by the most formal prohibition.After touching at Manna the Master proceeded withher to the river of LittleCape Mount, where he landed his cargo, and’ where, whilst engaged in anillicit Traffic of Slaves, he,.in a short space of time, fell, through the climate,‘a victim to his lawless pursuits. The management of the vessel and of herconcerns then devolved on Isidre de Urioste,First Mate, who, not alarmed atthe penalties attached to a violation of the Treaty; or discouraged by thedeath of his Commander, and by that of the greater part of his crew, carriedon the illicit traffic, and up to the time of his capture by the brig of warThistle, had, according to his own declaration, purchased and shipped onbard of the schooner, from the same place, one hundred and forty-threeSlaves, of which number, however, forty-eight only were found ov boardwhen detained by His Majesty’s cruiser.
_ At the same time that the Master was thus infringing the laws of his coun-try, he was violating them in another respect by giving the protection of theSpanish flag to a French subject, who from the schoouer Montserrate tradedin Slaves, contrary to the 4th section of. the 5th Article of the Treaty, whichdeclares as illicit any Traffic in Slaves, carried on under the British: or Spenigh flag for the account of the subjects of any other Government,
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The French subject in question is Réné Riafland, passenger on board ofthe Nuestra Sefiora de.Montscrrate, who states that he was First Lieutenanton bardof a French schooner named the Industry, fitted out at Nantes, in“Piance, ‘by Haentgens Brothers, merchants of that place, for aSlave-tradingyoyage to the Coast of Africa; that his vesscl being wrecked on the bar of
the river of Little Capé Mount, he shipped what property he could save
‘therefrom on board of the Nuestra Sefiora de Monserrate, together with some
Slaves that.he had already purchased from the natives on shore; that, he car-
ied on the Traffic in Slaves whilst on board of the Spanish schooner,giving
for them in barter part of the goods taken from the Industry; and that at the
date of capture he had collected sixty Slaves, which were to have been taken
by the Nuestra Sefiora deMontserrate te the Havannah, on his paying freight
to the Master, at the rate of ninety doilars per head; of the sixty Slaves, he‘gays, that only thirty-seven were on board of the Spanish schooner when
taken by the Thistle.
The view of this:case being rendered so clear by evidence, of which the

foregoing is the substance, of the Master and sailors of the Nuestra Sefiora
‘de Montserrate, and of that of Réné Rialland, no doubt can arise as to de-
<laring that the said schooner was captured whilst carrying on an illicit Trafficin Slaves; that the before-mentioned eighty-five Negroes found in her were
purchased as Slaves, and, consequently, that she should be condemned, to-
gether with the effects on board thereof.

His Catholic Majesty’s Commissary Judge concurring in such declaration,ithe Court decreed the condemaation, as lawful prize, of the Spanish schooner
‘Nuestra Sefiora de Montserrate, and effects be onging thereto,~of the private
‘adventure of the Master, Isidro de Urioste, ‘together with the goods and‘property appertaining to the French schooner Industry, placed on board of
‘the said Spanish schooner by Réné de Realland. Theeourt further dea
«rees the emancipation: of eighty-four Slaves, being those now on’ board of
the Nuestra Sefiora de Montserrate, and orders that they be delivered oyer to
ne proper Authorities of. the Colony, to be employéd as: servants or free
dabourerk.

Sierra’ Leone, ‘November 2, 1820. E. GREGORY.

 

No. 40.

Viscount Castlereagh to His. Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone.

‘GENTLEMEN Porcign Office, September 10, 1820.3 °o ?

I HAVE received your several dispatches respecting the inconvenicnve
which had arisen in the ceedings of the Court at Sierra Leone; Ist, from
the objections nade b the Dutch Commissioners to the formsofthe practice
of the Court; and 2dly, from their being without instructions as to the dis-
posal of the proceeds of prize vessels:and goods condemned under the Treaty.
"These points have been under the consideration of His Majesty's
Government; and Lord Clancarty was directed to call the attention ofthe
Dutch Government to them, and to impress upon the Dutch Ministers the
necessity of scnaing out such instructions to their Commissioners as should
obviate the ditticulties compininca oi.
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The Government of the Netherlands have fully coincided with the British
Government on the first of these points; and I transmit for your information
and guidance, the copies of two official notes from the Dutch Minister for
Foreign Affairs, stating that the necessary instructions had been issued to
the Dutch Commissioners, to adopt the printed memoranda of regulations for
the guidance of the Court, and also not to object to the employment therein
of proctors and agents. . “ .
- thope shortly to acquaint you, that the Dutch Government have fur.
nished their Commissioners with instructions on the other points in your

Iam, &c.

{Signed) CASTLEREAGH,

HisMajesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone. —
§e. =-&e. | &e.

No. 41.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at: Sierra Leone;
' Havennah, Surinam, and Riode Janeiro.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, September 24, 1820.

BY the accompanying copy ofa dispatch, which, by the King’s commands,
T have addressed to His Majesty’s Ambassadors at Madrid, and at the Hague,
and to His Majesty’s Envoy at Rio de Janeiro, you will perceive the view,
which His Majesty’s Government has taken, as to the interpretation: of that
part of the Treaties for preventing the illegal Traffic in Slaves, which enacts,
that ships of war may detain, and bring‘in, vessels suspected of illegal traffic,
in the event only oftheir actuallyfinding Slaves on board: and I am to desire,
that you will, as far as lies in your power, adopt this construction of the
Treaties ; and also, that you will, in all your communications with the Com-
missioners of Spain, Holland, and Portugal, press upon them the justice and
‘expediency of adopting an interpretation, so congenial to the design of the
Treaties, and to their general tenor and spirit.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) _ CASTLEREAGH.

His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone,
§ce. Be. Se.

 

(Inclosure in No. 41.)

THIS di atch will be found among the rs containing the-correspon-
deace with His Majesty's EmbassyattheNetherlands. 5 a
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*No,:2A, :

Wiscoieat.Castlereaghto.His’Majesty's Comunissioners at -Siebva dhavnd,
“Surinam, the Havannah, and Rio de Janeiro, and alsa to’HisMajesty’:$
Ambassadors at Madrid and Brussels, and to Ehs. Majesty's Envoy at
‘Rio dé Janeiro.

GENTLEMEN, _ Foreign Office, November 16, 1820,

_JEHEREWITH inclose to you for your information, the copy of a commu-

nication from the Admiralty, under date of the 11th of October 1820, con-
taining a list of such ofHis. Majesty’sshipsandvessels, as are nowcruizing,
supplied with the instructions referred to in the several Treaties with Foreign
Powers, for preventing the illegal Traffic in Slaves, specifying the names of
their Commanders, and the stations to which they belong.

Tam, &
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Majesty's Commissioners at SeervaLeone,
Surinam, the Havannah, and Rio de Janeiro;

_ andHisMajesty'sAmbassadors at Brussels andMadrid,
and His Majesty's Envoy at Rio‘de Janeiro.

Mem. Thisinclosure belongs to the correspondence futnished bytheAdmiralty,

 

‘No. 43.

Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq: to Henry Goulburn, Esg. &.

Sir, Foreign Office, November 28, 1820.

N:reference.to thesubject ofthe disposal of “crews of vessels condemned
at SierraLeone for,jllegal Slave Trade, I'am directed byViscount Castléreagh
to.sdnd; to‘you,:for the information of Earl Bathurst, the copy of adispatch
-which:hisi Lordship has.this day asldrested to His Majesty’s Ambassadors. in
the Netherlands and in'Spain, and His Majesty's Envoy in Brazil; calling
upon the Governmentsof those countries to give directions as to the mainte-
ance and disposal of such ‘individuals, their subjects, as may form part of

the créwe ‘ofvéssels condemned ag: above mentioned. In respect toBritish
subjects, whose cases may come under consideration in this view, I am far-
ther directed by Viscount Castlereagh to request, that youwill be:pleased to
move Earl Bathurst to call the attention of the Attorney-General in the set-
tlement of Sierra Leone to the enforcement of the laws of this country against

. such offenders. oo
Tam,‘&e. .

; (Signed) J. PLANTA, JUN. ©
Henry Goulburn, Esq.

Be. &e, -&e...

Mem. This‘indtosure will be-found:in the Class marked,B,
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CORRESPONDENCE

WITH

FOREIGN COURTS

TREATIES CONTRACTED BY THEM

WITH

GREAT BRITAIN,

FOR THE PREVENTION OF

ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN SLAVES,

AND

CORRESPONDENCE

WITH

HIS MAJESTY’S COMMISSIONERS

IN THE

COLONIES OF THOSE POWERS.

Presented to Parliament by Command of His Majesty, 1821,
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PAPERS

_ WELATIVE TO

THE SLAVE TRADE.

  

No. 1, be

William Hamilton Esq. to the Count. dePalmela, His Most FaithfulMa
jesty's Envoy Extraordinary at this Court.

Foreign Office, August 5, 1817.

Mr. HAMILTON presents his compliments to theCount Palmella, and
in compliance with his request, bas the honour te transmit to him acomplete.
collection of the Acts passed by the British Legislature relative to the —
Slave Trade, in order that the Count may communicate the same to his
Governmentfor their information, with reference to the third Article
of the Convention of the 28th ultimo, between Great Britain and Por-
tugal upon that subject.
Mr. Va 2

Palmella the assurances ofhis distinguished consideration.

The Count de Palmella,
&e. §e &e.

milton avails himself of this opportunity to renew to Count -
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No. 2, b.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. His Majesty's Chargé @Affuirs at Rio de

Janeiro, to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &c., dated Rio de Sanciro,
October 2, 1817.—Received December 10.

My Lorn,

The Slave Trade from this port has lately experienced so very extraor.
dinary an increase, that it becomes me to report the circumstance to your
Lordship ; no less than twenty-seven vessels of various classes have sailed
for cargoes of Slaves during the last two months, (in August six, and in
September twenty-one) whose description and destination are as foliows:

Cabinda,.............. Nine Ships.
Ditto, ......eceeeee26.Nine Brigs.
Ditto, ..............++ Three Schooners.
Angola,..... eeeeeee Three Brigs.
Mosambique,.......... Two Ships.
Ditto, ........000+.+00One Brig.

And several more vessels are preparing, being already in a forward state,
for the same destinations.
Your Lordship will nodoubt be much struck with the sudden extension

of the trade with Cabinda ; I ain totally unable to account for it, except
from the circumstance of its greater vicinity to the prohibited districts,
from whence it may have the means of procuring Negroes with more faci-
lity, and at less expence, than can bedone at the other more southern
orts.
The Portuguese Slave ships generally bring between four hundred and

six hundred Negroes each; taking the cargoes of those that sailed in
September as averaging only 450, the total number imported by them
will be 9,450, being very nearly half the supply brought in any former
years.

I have the honour to be, &e,
. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 3, b.

iis Excellency Sir Henry Wellesicy to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G..&. &e.,
dated Madrid, December 23, 1817.—Reccived Januury 6, 1818.

My Lorp,

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Royal Cedula of His
Catholic Majesty, announcing the regulations under which the Trade in
Slaves is to be carricd on by Eis subjects, for the pericd for which it is al-
lowed to continue, according to the engagement between their Britannic and
Catholic Majesties.



§

This Cedula is addressed to all the Spanish Authorities in the Colonial
Dominions of His Catholic Majesty. —

I understand that theTreaty is in the press, and will also be published
shortly.
shortly I have, &e. &e.

Fascount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) H. WELLESLEY.
&e. &e. &e.

 

(Znelosure in No. 3, 6.)

({Translation.)

Decree issued by His Catholic Majesty in Dovember 1817, for the
Restriction and ultimate Abolition of the Trade in. Slaves, by Sudjects
of Spain.

THE introduction of Negro Slaves into America was one of the first mea+
sures which my predecessors dictated for the support and prosperity of these
vast regions, soon after their discovery. The impossibility of inducing the
Indians to engage in different uscful though painful labours, arising from
their complete ignorance of the conveniences of life, and the very small pro-
ress they had made in the arts of social existence, required that the work-

ing of the mines, and the cultivation of the soil, should be committed to
hands more robust and active than theirs.

This measure, which did not create slavery, but only took advantage .of
that which existed through the barbarity ofthe Africans, by saving from
dcath their prisoners, and alleviating their sad condition, far from bemg pres -. yee ~ » 5
judicial to the Negroes transported to America, conferred upon them not only
‘the incomparable blessing of being instructed in the knowledge of the truc
God, and of the only religion in which the Supreme Being desires to be:
adored by his creatures, but likewise all the advantages which accompany
civilization, without subjecting them in their state of servitude to a harder
condition, than that which they enduredin freedom, when free in their native
country. Nevertheless, the novelty of this system demanded prudence in its
execution, and thus it happened that the introduction of Negro Slaves into
America depended always on particular licences, which My predecessors
granted according to.circumstances of places and times, till the era when un-
trained Slaves were generally permitted to be imported both in national and
foreign vessels, by the Royal Proclamations of the 28th September 1789, the
12th of April 1798, and the 22d of April 1804, in each of which the different
places for theirintroduction were determined. All this clearly evinced, that
the Christian wisdom of My predecessors considered always th
as exceptions to the law, and dependant on variable conditions. Although
the licence granted the 22d of April 1804, had not expired, when Divine
Providence restored me to the throne to which it had destined Me, and of
which an unjust usurper had perfidiously attempted to deprive Me, the dis-
turbances and dissentions excited in My American dominions, during My
absence, immediately fixed My Sovercign attention; and meditating inces-
santly on the most appropriate means of re-establishing good order in these
Temote possessions, and giving them all the encouragement of which they
are capable, I was not slow in perceiving, that the circumstances which had
inducedMy.predecessors to permit the Traffic in Slaves on the coast of Africa,

ese provisions-
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rand their introduction into ‘both Americas, ‘had entircly changed. In these
provinces the number of indigenous Negroes has increased pro igiously, and
even that of free Negroes, under the fostering care ofa ‘mil Government, and
the Christian humanity of the Spanish proprietors; the number of the white
inhabitants has likewise been much augmented, and the climate is not now

_ 80 Prejudicial:to the latter, ag it was before the seil was cleared of wood, ‘arid
‘subjected to cultivation. The advantage, likewise, which. resulted to the in- .
habitants ofAfrica from their transportation to a civilized country is not now
so urgent or exclusive, since an enlightened nation has undertaken the glo-
rious task ofcivilizing them in their own land. At the same time the gene-
tal progress efimprovement in Europe, and the spirit of humanity which di-
rected Its late transactiohs, in restoring the political edifice, which the wick.
redness of an usurped Government had shaken to its foundation, have excited
among European Sovereigns a desire to see this traffic abolished ; and at the
‘Congress of Vienna, agreeing on the necessity ofthe abolition, theyoccupied
themselves ia facilitating its execution, by the most amicablenegociations
with these Powers which had colonies, meeting in Me that digpesition which -
became so laudable an undertaking. ‘Those considerations moved My Royal
snind to'inform itself, from enlightened persons, zealous for the: rosperity
-of My states, as to the éffeets which the abolition of the traffic would produce
en them. Having seen their reports, and being desirous to attain certaint
4m a matterof so grave importance, I transmittedthem to myCouncilof the
indies, with My Reyal Order,-ofthe 14th of June 1815, that it might com-
municate to Meits opinion and advice. Having collected-all thesecopious
materials, and having examined the proposition which the’ same Supreme
‘Tribunal laid before Me in ‘its deliberation ofthe 15th February 1816; an-
swering to the confidence which I. repose in it, and ceinciding with its opi-
“nion respecting the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves; and co-operatingwith:
the King of Great‘Britain by a solemn Treaty, embracing all the pomts of
reciprocal interest involved in this. important ‘transaction;:anddetermining
that the time for the abolition wasarrived, the interest ofMy American
States being duly reconciled with the sentiments of My. Royal Mind, and
he wishes of all the Severeigns, My friends and allies ;- I- have decreed as
dollows:— . . : DO

ARTICLE I.

From this day forward,Iprohibit all My subjects, both in the Peninsula:
and in America, from going to ibuy Negroes on:the coasts ofAfrica, north of:
the.Line.. The Negroes who be bought on thesaid coasts shall be de-.
‘clared free in the first port of My dominions at which the ship in which’.
they are.transported shall arrive. The ship itself, her with the remain-:
der ofits:cargo, shall be confiscated. to the Royal ' Treasury, and the Pur-
‘chaser, the'Captain, the Master, and Pilot shall -be irrevocably condemned
‘to ten years’ transportationtothe Philippines,- a ae

ARTICLE I.

The above punishment does not attach to the Trader, the Captain, the-.
Master, and Pilot of the vessels which sail from any port ofM dominions,
for thecoastsefAfrica, north of the Line, before the 22d of Nevember of.
the present year; to which period I grant, besides, an extension of six
anonths, counting from the above date, to complete their voyages, |
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ARTICLE I,
‘From ‘the 30th of May 1820, I equally prohibit all My subjects,as welljn the Peninsula as in America, from going to purchase Negroes along thosepartsof the'coast'of Africa whichare to the south ofthe Line, under the

same penalties imposed in the first Article of this Decree: al owing likewise
“the space of five months from the above date to complete the voyages that
may Pe undertaken before the above-mentioned 30th of May, in which. the
TrafficinSlaves shall cease inall My dominions, as well in Spain‘as in America.

ARTICLE TY.

Those who, using the permission whichI grant till the 30th ‘ofMay 1820,
shall purchase Slaves on that part of the coast of Africa which lies south of
the Line, shall not be allowed to -carry more -Slaves than five'to two tons of:
‘tonnage of their vessel;-and any persons contravening ‘this enactment shall
be subjected to the penalty oflosing all the Slaves on board,whoshall be de--
claredfree at the first port of My dominions in which the shiparrives.

ARTICLE v.

"This comptitation is made without a reference to those who ‘may be bora
‘during the voyage, or to.thosewho may be serving on board as sailors or ser-
~ants, . , oe SO ,

ARTICLE VI.

Foreign ‘vessels which may import Negroes into any port of My.domi-
‘nions, shall be subjected tothe regulations prescribed ia this Decree; and in
«case of contravening them, shall be subjected to the penalties contained in it.
And My Roeyat pleasure being, that the above Decree should circulate in

My dominions of America and Asia‘; for its punctual observance I commu-
' micated it to My Supreme Council of the Indies, signed with my own hand, ~
under date ofthe 22d ofSeptember last past; and on its being published in
that tribunal the 1st mstant,'a resolution passed, that steps should ‘be taken
‘to enforce it, and that the said tribunal should, for‘ such purpose, ‘circulate:
this My Royal Cedula, by which 1 direct all my Viceroys, Presidents, Courts
ofJudicature, Commandants General, Governors and Intendants of the-Indies, -
of the adjacentand of thePhitippine Islands, to keep, fulfil and execute, and
‘oduse to bé kept, fulfilled and executed, all that hasbeen enjoined in this My.
Sovereign determination, without transgressing or contravening,or permitting
to be transgressed or contravened, its ‘contents in any way ; causing it, for
that purpose, to be published as-an-Order, not onlyin the capital cities, but
‘also inthe chieftowns of jurisdiction of their respective districts, and. com-
Municating it likewise, each in his territory, to the Tribunals, Justices,
Authorities, and persons, who in any way meybe bound to observe it. And
this My Royal Cedula shall be attended to- by the Accountants’ General
Offices of My said Council. - Dated-Madrid, the December 1817. -
Your Majesty prohibits for ever all your subjects of the Peninsula, as well -

as-ofAmerica, from puachasing Negroes on the toasts of Africa, enacting,
that voyages for that purpose may not be undertakento the coasts north ofthe.

of November, nor to, those south of the Equator, afterEquetor after the 22d
the 30thofMay 1820, under thepenalties specificd. :
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No. 4, b.

Henry Chamberlain Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G, &c. &c, dated
Rio de Jansiro, November 28, 1817.Received February 10, 1818,

MrLorp,

I HAD the honour to receive by His Majesty's ship Blossom, which
atrived ia the evening of the 23d instant, your Lordship’s dispatch, dated
the 25th August, inclosing the Ratifications by His Royal Highness the
Prince Regent, of the Additional Convention, and the instruments there-
unto annexed, concluded at London on the 28th of July last, between His.
Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty, for the purpose of preventing theit
subjects from engaging in any illicit Traffic in Slaves,
The next morning I wrote a note to the Chevalier de Bezerra, and received

in reply an invitation to mect His Excellency on the 27th for the purpose of
exchanging the Ratifications, which I had the honour to do yesterday at his
house in the usual manner.

I have the honuvur to be, &c.

Fiscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN,
‘&e. &eo &e.

 

No. 5, b.

Ils Esitelléney Sir H. Wellesley to, Visoount Castlereagh, E:G.Se.&c,
dated Magrid, February 12, 1818.—ReceivedFebruary 28,

| ‘My:Lorp,

I HAVE -the honour to inclose thepassport,with which those. of His
Catholic Majesty’s subjects who may. in future engage-in the SlaveFrade must.
be provided, conformably. to the. stipulations of the Treaty «igned at Madrid,
on the 23d of September 1817. .

I haye, &c. &e.

Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. (Signed): H. WELLESLEY.
&e. §=&e. Re.

 

(Inclosure in No. 5, 6.)

(Translation.)

FERDINAND by the Grace of God; King of Castille, of Leon; of Arra-
gon, of the two Sicilies, of Jerusalem, of Navarre, of Granada, of Toledo, of
Valencia, of Gaillicia, of Majorca, of Minorca, ofSeville, of Sardinia, of
Cordova, of Corsica, of Murcia, of Jean, of the Algarves, of. Algeciras,of



@

Gibraltar, of the Canary Islands, of the East and West Indi
Terra Firma of the Ocean: Archduke of Austria; Duke of Bavgndy at
Brabant ‘and of Milan; Count of Apsburg, Flanders, Tirol and Barcelona:
Lord of Biscay and of Molin, &c. &c. &c. WhereasI have grantedpermission’
forthe vesselcalled =», | of tons, and carrying
tien, hd titenets _____master, andowner; both Spa aftd subjects of MyCrown, to proceed bound to the portsof | th andcoastof Africa, ftom whence she is to returnto e said master and owner having previously taken the
required oath before the Tribunal of Marine of the prope naval division, from
-whence said vessel sails, and having legally proved. that no foreigner has any
share in the above mentioned vessel and cargo, as appears by the certificate
annexed to this passport; which eertificate is given by the same Tribunal, in
-gonsequence of the steps taken in pursuance of the directions contained in
the ordinance of Matriculation of one thousand eight hundred and two.

Thesaid . 2 |,» Captain, and
owner of the said vesscl, being under an obligation to enter solely such ports
on the coast of Africa as are to the south of the line; and to return from
thence to any of theports of My Dominions; where atone theyshall be
ermitted to land the Slaves whom they carry, after going through the proper
orms, to shew that they have,in every respect, complied with the provisions
of My Royal decree, of the 32d of September 1817, by which the mode of
conveying Slaves from the coast of Africa to My Colonial Dominions is
regulated: and should theyfail‘inany of these conditions, they shall be liable
to the penalties’ dendunced by the said decree against those who shiall carry on
the Slave Trade in an illicit manner. I therefore command alt General and
other Officers, commanding my squadrons and ships; the Captain-generals of
the Departments of Marine; the Military Commandants of the provinces of
the same, their Subalterns, Captains of the ports, and all_otherofficers and |
persons belonging to the navy; the Viceroys, Captain-Generals or Com-
mandants of Kingdoms and Provinces ; the Governors, Majors, and Justices of
the towns upon the sea coast of My Dominions of the Indies: the Royal
Officers or Judgesof Entries therein Established: and all others of My subjects
to whom it belongs, or may belong, not to give her any obstruction, nor to
occasion her any inconvenience or detention; but rathertoaid her, andto
firnish her with whatever she tay want for he regutar’ navigation : andof
the vassals and subjects of Kings, Princesand Republics:in friendship and
alliance with me; of the Commanders, Governors,or Chiefs of their pro-
-vinces, fortresses, squadrons and vessels, I require that they likewiseshalt not
impede her inhernavigation, entry, departure, or detention in the ports, to
which, by any accident, she ‘may, be carried, but:permit her to provide and
supply herself therein with whatever she may be in need of; forwhich purpose,
‘I have commanded this passport to be made out ; which, being signed for its
validity by My Secretary of State for the dispatch of Marine, shall serve for the
time that a voyage going andreturning, may last;after the conclusion‘of
which, it shall be returned tathe Commandant of Marine, Governor, or other,
person, by whom it may have been issyed, adding for its proper use the cor-
responding note. Given at _— on
this Royal Passport for Spanish Merchant Ships employed in the lawful
Commerce of Slaves. It was given.byme the underwritten -
on the day of this date, the requisitesof the Ordinances having been complied
with, and with the obligation to return it precisely on théreturn of its voyage.

. Given at the of
_.one thoysand eight hundred
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No.6, b. .

hs Excellency Sir H. Wellesley to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &. §e.
— _ dated Madrid,March 19, 1818.—ReceiyedApril2,°

My'Lorp, ©

_M. PIZARRO repeated to me lately, how much it was the desire of the.
Spanish Government to fulfil all the stipulations of the SlaveTrade Treaty; and
among others that which relates to the establishment of Mixed Commissions
for the adjudication of vessels, detained under a suspicionof having been
-engaged in an illicit Traffic in Slaves. — Ce oO

._ He said that, as the residence ot one of the Commissions wastobe ina
‘SpanishColonial possession, His Catholic Majesty hadfixedupon the Canary
Islands as most cligible for that purpose, and that he was prepared to nominate
persons ‘who were to act for Spain, as soon as the British Government should

have determined upon the place where the other Commission, which is to be
established upon the coast of Africa, is to reside. He begged me to write to
‘your Lordship upon the subject. - oo

 

; 7 Iam,&e. —_
Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. - (Signed) +=. (4H. WELLESLEY.

No. 7, b.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq.to Viiscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. Se., datedRio.
. . de Janeiro, February 21, 1818.—Received May 1. -

MyLorp, -

: | HAVE the henour to inform your Lordship; that I have this dayspoken’
to the Minister: on the subject of the Alvard stipulated in Article’III.
ofthe Additional Cunvention, and have learnt from His Excellency, that he
had himself made out the draft of this instrument, since when it had been
delivered to the Conde dos Arcos for his consideration. He didnot say
whether it had yet been submitted to His Majesty for Royal confirmation.
but he appearedrather to believe that such was the case.

Do, I have the honourto be, &c, .
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. _ (Signed) =. CHAMBERLAIN.



Ne..8;-b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty, R. B.&c.

My Lor», | Foreign Office,May 19, 1818.

- YOUR Excellency will: receive by this Messenger the ratifications in-due
fort, ovthe part of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, of thé Treaty for

the repression,of illicit Slave’ Trade, which.you have concluded and ‘signed
with the Government of the Netherlands. os i

With reference to the seventh Article ofthat Treaty, which stipulates,
amangst other things, thatthe two Sovereigns, at the period of the exchatige
of: the ratification, shall declare,each for his own Dominions, in what places
the-Courts of Justice described in that Article shall respectively reside, Iam
commanded by His Royal Highness the Prince Regent to instruct your
Excellency,to declare’ the Settlement of Sierra Leone on the coast of Ahica,
to be the place which His Royal Highness has designated for the above putr-
pore, in Fis Majesty’s Dominions. o
. Your Excellency will have thegoodness to transmit to me, without delay,
the ratifications of this Treaty on the part of The King of theNetherlands,
‘whichyou will receive in exchange for those of His Royal Highness.

. Tam, &c. -
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency the Earlof Clancarty, K.~B.
&e. &e. &e

 

No. 9;°b.

.. Vascount Castlereagh ta Henry Chamberlain, Esq. &€.

‘Si, Foreign Office, June 10, 1818.

IHAVE‘the honour to transmit to you six printed copies ofthe Treaty /
_ concluded on the 28th ofJuly last year, between His Majesty and the
King of Portugal, for restricting the Traffic in Slaves; and for repressing
illicit Slave Trade on the part of His Most Faithfel Majesty's subjects; I
send also to you six printed copies of the Act of the Britis: Legiskature, for
confirming, the engagements which The Prince Regent has:taker on the part
of His Majesty, and_ fer enabling the Executive Government to carry into
effectthe several stipulatiqns contained therein.
.« T have not yet received from you the, copy ofHis Most Faithfal Majesty’s
Ordonnance for rendering. it. criminal to carry om an illicit ’Prade in

. Slaves, which was to: have been promulgated immediately on the. Ratification
of the Treaty being-exchanged, but I am willing to. hope that d:shall receive
itby the first packet, and; in the mean time, I have receivedthePrince Re-

_ gent’sCommands to instruct you,to invite the Government of His Most Faith-
ful Majesty forthwith to nominate the Commissioners who are to-reside, con-
joiutly with those appointed by the Prince Regent, in execution of the several
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clauses of the Treaty, in the Brazils and at Sicrra Leone, the latter being the
placefixed upon by this Governinent. as the most fitting, under all circum.
stances, for bringing in for adjudication vessels detained for carrying on an
illicit Traffic in Slaves. -

T trust that you will meetwith no difficulties in prevailing on thePortuguese
Government to come to.an early decision on this point, and that you will also
be able to acquaint me whatport in the Brazils has, in pursuance of the
eighth Article of the Convention of the 28th ofJuly 1817, been fixed upon
by The King of Portugal, for the residence of the Transatlantic Commis.
sioners,
As soon asI shall obtain from you this information, I shall lose no time in

receiving The Prince Regent’s commands for sending out the British Com,
missioners to their respective posts; and I shall be anxious to learn at what
period it is considered likely: that the PortugueseCommissioners will-be dis-
patched to Sierra Leone, in order that the British Commissioners. may be
there at the same time, or sooner ifpossible.

* You will endeavour to accelerate this arrangement, and you will fix asearly
2 period with M. Bezerra as possible, for the depaiture of the Commissioners,
notifying the sameto me. You will also represent to. that Minister, how
much the friendly and harmonious execution of this new system is likely to
depend on the choice made by the respective Governments, of proper Com.
missioners, -who, i. their enlightened: views of strict and impartial justice,
and by their knowledge ofthe law of nations, may render their judgments at«

once such gs shall command universal confidence andrespect.

 

. lam, &c.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. {Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

— &e. &e. Ke,

No. 10, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley,
, K. B. Se. §e.

Sin, Foreign Office, June Il, 1818,

i HAVE the honour.to transmit to your Excellency six printed copics
of the Treaty coneluded by you en the 23d of September last year, be-
tween His Majesty and the King of Spain, for restricting and finally abo-
lishing the Slave Trade on the part of His Catholic Majesty’s subjects.
1 send also to your Excellency six printed copies of the Act of the British
Legislature,for confirming the engagements which the Prince Regent has
taken on the part ofthis country, and for enabling the Executive Govern-
ment to carry the several stipulations contained therein into effect. -

_ have already received from your Excellency, with your dispatch
dated the 23d ‘of December 18J7, a copy ofthe Spanish. King’s Ordon-
nance, respecting the criminality of carrying on the illicit Trade in Slavess
and I have now received the Prince Regent’s commands to instruct your
Excelleney, to invite the Government of His Catholic Majesty forthwith
to nominate the Commissioners, who are, conjointly with those appointed
by the Prince Regent in execution of the Treaty,to reside in one of

the Spanish possessions in America and at Sierra Leone: this last being



il

the place fixed upon by this Government as the best adapted, under all
circumstances, for bringing in for adjudication vessels detained for carry-
ing on an illicit Traffic in Slaves.

I trust that your Excellency will meet with no difficulties in prevailing on
the Spanish Government to come to an early decision on this point; and
that you will also be able to acquaint me- what Spanish port in the. West.Incies bas, in pursuance of the twelfth Article of the Convention of the 23d
of September 1817, been named by the Catholic King for the residence
of the Transatlantic Commissioners. . .
As soon as I shall obtain from your Excellency this information, I

shall Jose no time in receiving the Prince Regent’s commands forsending
out the British Commissioners to their respective posts; and you may
assure M. de Pizarro, that His Royal Highness’s Government will wil-
lingly give directions that the vessel which will carry out our Commis-
sicners shall call at Cadiz, if wished for by the Court of Madrid, for
their Spanish colleagues ; an arrangement which may probably be agree-
able to the Spanish Government, and which will greatly tend‘toexpedite
the commencement of theirlabours.. -
You will endeavour to accelerate this arrangement, and you will fix

as early a period with M. de Pizarro as possible, for the departure of
the Commissioners, notifying the same to me. You will also represent
to that Minister how much the friendly and harmonious execution of
this new system is likely to depend on the choice made by therespective
Governments of proper Commissioners ; who, in their enlightened views
of strict and impartial justice and by their knowledge of the law of
nations, may render their judgments at once such as shall command uni-
versal confidence and respect.:

l am, &e.
| (Signed) CASTLEREAGH,

His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B.
§e. Fe. Fe. -

 

No. 11, b.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &., dated
Rio de Janeiro, April 4, 1818.—Received June 13.

Mr Lorp,

HAVING gone to the Royal Farm at Santa Cruz, I had an opportunity
‘of again reminding Sefior Thomas Antonio, of the Alvar4 respecting the Slave
Trade, and was referred by His Excellency to the Conde des Arcos in town,
On my returo I waited upon this Minister, who explained that the late delay
‘had arisen from a decision not having yet been taken in some minor regula-
tions to be introduced into it.

e King and the Minister have since returned to town, but nothing isyetdone in the matter ; and it only remains .for, me to express my regret at the
delay of this Government inperforming the important engagements to which .
‘they are solemnly pledged. 8 ;

I have the honour to be, &e. . ee
_ - (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
Viscount Castlereagh, K.G,

&e.. &e.  &ei .
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denry Chemberloin,Bagster .FistoumtXicslenabeh, E.G.&e. &e., dated
Rid de'Sineito, April-11; 1818.—Received Jungan.

Me Tonp,
‘{ HAVE thie Honour to forwardhete Inclosedaiaoconntof jhenus bey of

‘Slaves iinported into the’ Port.of Bahia, during the,year, 14} me
dLhave the honour ta: be,&e.

teen Sigted) ~ -HoCHAMBERTAW
[Bee Bien Kee,

 

(Inclosurein'No.312,:83

A LIST-OF PORTUGUESE VESSELSWhiel irnpotted ‘Staves into’ this
Captaincy et Behia, from the:ist Janyary1817toshe IstJannary 1838,
Stet t —

2DateoF: a : - _ ooh How : | ; ; /
: Avivelwel os Name of Mercian, 4, Feom what Rores.- ae S To whom-tonsigged..:

Jan. 16] PastoradeLimaMozambique 990) Posingos Jae te Ak
'  17|Tebaio - -~. ={Ditto. {*133/Adriano Demanjo Braga.. id pets ardWed 4 4 Felipe Justiano’ Costa. 7Paqueté Real. Cabinda 350 { 3 Fen Src

27|Bom Caminho - |Ciulemane 304|Migucl.Gongalvres;dittoMarch 14|Benignetta - - |Cabinda 516)Felisberto Caldeiro"ge, 2QlAvoador: . -.- -- {Mozambique| 515\Ditta- anApril ‘28/Formiga’ - ~Ditto | 204/ManuelJozeMachads
May 4lVigilante - .~ Angolas =. |374 Euzebio Alves deSt.

26|Constante - - - |Cabinda | 343|Custodio Joze Leite.July 36\Commercianté-|Ditte ~ 47 4|Nobre SobrinhoMorreira,August 3|Diligente ~< --|Ditto. 180)Joquim Joze Duar ¢Silva5|Bom Fim.:- = |Ditto $42JoauimJoze des fiveira
13 26Triunfo - 7Angola : . | Baa | ‘Goimon . “ St

14POctober 2)8t. Lawrence = |Cabinda. | 471{ranciseo Joaquim Car-
15] 16 Paqueté deBahiaDitto | 478|Nobre Sobrinbo-Marreite.

Jitto | 393)Joaquim JozeDuarteSilve.

_ {6070

(Signed) A. CUNNINGHAM,
Bahia, January 30, 1818, His Majesty’s Acting Consul. —
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No. 13, b.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to PiscountCastlereagh, K, G, Se. 8e., dated
oO May 9,1818.—Received July 12,

‘ MyLogp,

SINCE the last packet sailed I have several times renewed my entreaties
with the Minister for the publication of the Alvara respecting the Slave Trade,
and have been as frequently assured that it should takeplace without-delay.
In the early part oflast week it was positively promised for the following
Saturday, and I acquiesced in the request then made for the detention of the
packet, beyond her regular sailing day, in order that there might be no plea
for the Alvara not going by her. © .

Finding, however, that another week had nearly elapsed without any puh-
lication taking place, I called at the Minister’s house on Thursday evening,
to-urge the necessity of avoiding further delay, but not finding His Excel-
‘fency at home, I wrote him yesterday morning a few pressing lines on the
subject. ;

Thave the honour to inclose a copy of this communication together with
the translation of a note which I received in reply yesterday evening, stating
that orders had been given for the Alvard being printed by this evening.
I hope the promised copies willbe sent to me in time to be transmitted by
the packet,
The necessity for this Alvaré is daily becoming more and more evident,_

theSlave Trade at this port having now increased beyond all former example:
twenty-five vessels have arrived here since the beginning of the year, none
bringing less, and many of them more, than 400 of these unhappy beings,
which makes the importation at least 10,000 during the last four months;
giving at the rate of 30,000 per annum, whilst heretofore the annual importa-
tion has generally been under 20,000. ,

-T have the honour to be, &c.,
. (Signed) HENRY CHAMBERLAIN.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. .
&e. &e. &e.

P.S. It is now eleven at night and no copies of the Alvard have been
senttome, = " . ELC,

 

(Inclosure 1 in No. 13, :6.)

M. Le CommanneEur, . Friday Morning,May 8, 181 8.

THE Alvard respecting the Slave Trade, stipulated in the third Article of
the Convention signed in London on the 28th July 1817, not having been
published yesterday morning, I decided, in consequence of the approaching
departure of the packet, to have the honour of calling upon your Excellency
im the evening, in order to ascertain whether I might hope that the publica-
tion, promised for Saturday last, would take place before the sailing of the
packet, that is to say in the course of to-day or to-morrow.
I therefore called at your country house, but not being so fortunate as to

find your Exeellency at home, I take the liberty of acquainting you in this
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manner with the motive of my visit, requesting you will have the goodness to
inform me, whether the said publication may be expected beforeSaturday
evening. .
Your Excellency knows .too. well the. high: importancewhich.-my Court

attaches to this Alvara to render it. necessarytorepeat.it here; end, morethan
four months having elapsed since the term stipulated by the Convention,
your Excellency will easily eonceive nry earnest desire that this packet should
convey the official intelligence of its publication. oO ‘

_T hasten to renew to your Excellency the.assurances,&¢.

(Signed) HENRY CHAMBERLAIN;

ToHis Excellency M. deVillanova Portugal.
‘ &e. ke. -&e.

 

(Inclosure 2 in, No:.13, &.)

(Translation:

Rio Comprida,May8, 1818.

SENHOR THOMAS ANTONIO DE VILLANOVA PORTUGAL
‘presents ‘his compliments'to Mr. Henry Chambérlain, and in re ly to his,
official letter of this morning, ha’ the honourto acquaint him, that the Alvard,
respecting the Commerce in-Slaves being already in the press, he has just'sent,
the ‘necessary. orders that it beprinted off by to-morrow night, and tliat‘one.
or two éopiesbe sent to Mr. Chamberlain the moment t eyare.ready,in,-
orderthat he tay transmit them according to hig wish by the packet.

Senhor Thoinas Antonio de Villanova Portugal renews on this occasion
to Mr. Chamberlain the assurances: of his estéem and consideration.

 

“No. HM, be

His Excellency Sir H. Wellesley to Viscount Castlereagh; K. G. ‘&e. &e,
dated Madrid, July 23, 1818.—RecewedAugust 5.

My Lorn, |

I RECEIVED yesterday your Lordship’s dispatch dated the Toth of.
June, directing me to invite the Government of His Catholie Majesty farth-'
with to nominate the’ Commissioners who are.to decide, conjointly. witht thiose
appointed by-the Prince Regent, in execution of the several .clauses of the:
Slave‘Trade.Treaty. M.Pizarro being still at the Baths of Sacedon, I must:
wait till bis return, but I shall lose no time.in addressing a aote to him aon-':
formably to your Lordship’s instructions. - ,

Thave, &c. &e.'- oo,

Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. ASigned) . H.:WELLESLEY.
 &e &e &e. .
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No. 45, b.

His Bacellency ‘Sir-H. Wellesley’to ‘ViscountCastlereagh, K.G. §e.-§e.,
dated Madrid, August3, 1818.—Received August 22,

‘My Logp,

- M, PIZARRO has agreed to the establishment of one of-tlie Slave Trade
Commissions in the West Indies instead of the Canary Islands, andhasfixed
upon the Havannah as the place of its residence." He has no-objection tothe
establishment of the other Commission at.Sierta Leoné.—He has Hkewise
informed me; that His Catholic Majesty will thankfully avail himself of the’
Prince Regent’s offer, to convey the Spanish Commissioners-to the ptaces of
their destination: He proposes to reply to my note upon this subjectin thé
course of a few days, and to’ state the names of the persons who are tobe
appointedCommissioners, - As soon as f receive this communication, it shall
he-forwarded to your Lordship:.

 

. ‘Thave,&e. wwe

Visoount Castlereagh, KG. (Signed) - MH,WELEESLEY.
“ke. Be. &e. a oo

_No...16,.b.

HeEscellancy Ser Henry . Wellestey toPiscount Castlereagh.E.G. &e.&e., .

dated Madrid, Atigust'6, 1818.—Receiveddugust 29.

Extract.

_ JHAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship a:traxislation:of the

note which I have received from M. Pizarro, in reply to mine relative tH

the appointment of Mixed Commissions, in fulfilment of the twelfth
Article of the Slave Trade Treaty.

Until M. Pizarro’s return from Sacedon, f was not aware of his disposi-

tion to consent to the establishment of one. of the Commissions at the Ha-

yannah instead ofthe Canary Islands; and { apprehended some difficulty in
obtaining his concurrence in this arrangement, because, in all the previous

conversations which had passed between us upon this subject, he appeared
anxious that the residenee of ene ef the Commissions should he fixed in
those Islands. . | -

_ He infornistaé that the two persons who are appointed to the Commis-
sion which is toreside at Sierra Leone, have every requisite necessary to the
performance of the. duties tobe assigned. to -them, -The . names -of:

the pemons whe are to -exercise:these duties,.at the Havanuah,. will-

have alrendy. been communicated to your Lordship: one of them, -M.-

Arango,is a mewhber of the Conneil -of. Indies ; and Luaderstand from.

M:Pizarro, that theether Commissioner is the Intendant of the Ha»

(Signed). H...WELLESLEY..
vannah..

&e. &e. &e.
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(Inclosyre in No, 16, 6.)

(Translation.)

Bitty Palace, August 3,

1 HAVE received your Excellency’s note of the 25th of July, in reply
to mine of the 23d June, upon the subject of the necessity of carrying into
effect the provisions of the twelfth Article of the Treaty for the ubelition
of the Slave Trade, relative to the appointment of the Mixed Com.
mission, -
The delay uponsuch an important point occasioned a renewal of the re.

presentation through the chanuel of the Ambassador of the King, my mas.
ter, in London; and at the same time, that the evil consequences that
might result from delay on the part of the British Government were
pointed out, it was stated to the latter, that his Catholic Majesty. chang.
ing his first idea of establishing it in the Canary Islands, had fixed upon
the Havannah as the place of residence of the Trans-Atlantic Commission,
and the appointmeut already made of the Spanish individuals composing
that Commission was likewise notified.

In this state of the matter, I have nothing further to state to your Excel-
lency in reply to your note, but that His Majesty nominates, on his part
for the Commission of Sierra Leone, Dou Santiago Jonama, his Secretary
and Consul at Amsterdam, in the quality of Judge, and in that of Commis-
sioner Don Juan Camps, His Majesty’s late Consul in Africa And I have
also to give to the British Government, through its worthy Representa-
tive at iis Court, the sincerest thanks for its attention in facilitating the
means,of conveyance of the Spanish Commissioners, ‘of which advantage
I do xot doubt that those appointed to Sierra Leonewillavail themselves,
Those belonging to the Havannah Commission are already on the spot,

_ Thave thus the honour to reply to your Excellency’s note, and I avail
myself, &c. &c, &e. .

(Signed) JOSEPIZARRO,

 

No 17, b.

Fiscount Castlereagh to Henry Chamberlain, Esq. Be.

Str, Foreign Office, September 10, 1818.

IN consequence of a communication which His Majesty’s Seeretary of
State for the Colonial Department has recently received from the Governor
of the Cape of Good Hore, as to the legality of affording assistance and sup-
plies to Portuguese Slave ships touching at that settlement, it has been
thought necessary to refer the question to the cunsideration of HisMajesty’s
1 -gal advisers: I herewith inclose, for your information, an extract of their
report upon the subject, and I have to request that you will take an early op-
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unity. of communicating to the Government of His Most Faithful Ma-
jest , the restrictions which the laws of this countryimpose upon Slave ships
of foreiga powers receiving assistance or supplies in the ports of His Ma-
jesty’s colonies, under any other circumstances than those of stress of wea
ther, peril of the sea, or other inevitable accident.

T am, &e.

HenryChamberlain, Esq. (Signed) CASTLEREAGIL.
&e. §e. &e. , .

 

(Inclosure in No. 17, 6.)

Extract of a Letter from His Majesty's Law Officers to Eart Bathurst,
dated Doctors’ Commons, August 27, 1818.

WE are honoured with your Lordship’s of the 11th instant, transmitting
several dispatches addreased toyour Lordship. by Lord Charles Somerset; the
Governor of the Cape ef Good Hope, stating various doubts as to the intent
and meaning of the several Laws passed for the abolition of the Slave Trade,
and as to the duties required of him in the particular cases to which his cor-
respondence refers :—-and requesting that we should take these dispatches
into consideration, and report to your Lordship, for the information of the
Priace Regent, our opinion upon the several points on which difficulties have
arisen, and principally directing our attention to the following subject: ~
_ Whether there ia apy legal objection to the Governor of the Cape afford-
ing relief or assistance to Portyguse Slavevésseld, touching at that Colony on
their passage from Mosambique to Brazil, such vessel carrying on the Slave
Trade agreeably to the Laws of Portugal,’ and not contrary to the Treatics
subsisting between Great Britain and Portugal.

In obedience to your Lordship’s directions we have considered the dis-
patches, and the points to which your Lordship has particularly dirceted our
attention; and we have the honour to report to your Lordship" that the va-
rious Acts which have been passed for the abolition of the Slave Trade have
not only prohibited His Majesty’s subjects, and persons resident in his colo-
nies from directly trading in Slaves, but also from aiding and assisting ‘int
the carrying awayor removing of a Slave or Slaves, or for the purpose of
being sold, transterred, used, or dealt with as a Slave or Slaves, any person
or persons whatsoever, from any part of Africa, or from any other country,
territory, or place whatsoever, either immediately or by transhipment at sca
or otherwise, directly or indirectly.” It appears to us, therefore, that within
the spirit, if not within the words of this enactment, it is illegal for any per-
son (and.of course for the Governor) to afford-assistance.to Portuguese Slave
‘vessels touching at the Cape, for the purpose of enabling them to carry. into
effect moreconveniently the transport of Slaves from Africa to South America;
tor, though such trafic is permitted by the laws of Portugal, and the. sub-
Jects of that country cannot be interrupted in carrying it on, still, by the
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statutes of this country, personsunder the protection of this Government
cannot assist, or’be at all concerned with the Portuguese therein; we conss. *
quently think that supplies, either of -articles‘offood,-or of mone cannot”

safely be afforded to Tortuguese ships, for the purpose of enabling them to.

carry on this trade. The Slave Trade Acts have, however, introduced: excep-- |
tions to this general prohibition in cases of absolute_distress, and.providethat “ no penalty or forfeitures shall be incurred by any landing, importing, ”

transhipping, or carrying ary Slaves, where it shall be proved to the satis.
faction of the Court, that the prohibited act entirely arose from stress of
weather, peril of the sea, or other inevitable accident, the burthen of’ which
proof shall in all cases be on the claimant or defendant.” On this authority,’
we think that where assistanceor relief is required at the Cape,. in conse-
quence of the distressed state of the crew and the Slaves, it may and ought
to be afforded ; but the extent of such relief and assistance should bé mea.
sured and limited by the necessity and urgency of the case. ..

 

No. 18, ‘b.

Henry Chamberlain,Esq. to ViscountCastlereagh, ‘K. G. &e. es, dated :
Rio de Janeiro, January 19, 1818.—Received September 27: . °

My Lorp, .

I HAVE the honour to transmit “herewith for-your: Lordship's informa
tion, a statement of the vessels employed in bringing Slaves from the Coast
of Africa to this Port during the last year, specifying the number ofNegroes

~ embarked in each, and the mortality during the passage.

I have the honourtobe, &e. , 7

(Signed) = -H. CHAMBERLAIN;

Se. &e. &e.
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(Inclosure in No. 18, 8.)

 

Of which ~

 

  Ship.    

pate,’ f > Name. Class, Whence, | Numbers Drmbich

1817. ;
Jan, 25| Athanco - - -]} Brig {| Cabinda 599 54

“ 99| Trajano - - -| Brig | Cabinda - 463 4
Feb. 2] Maria - - - -| Ship | Cabinda 519 62

9)Bom Fim -. - ~| Corvette Benguela 614 16°
17| Esqueira - - -|. Brig |Mozambique| 607 | |86
24) Cagador - - -| Brig | Angola 594 | (24
27| Florde Rio - -| Ship | Cabinda 511 123

March13| Pastora -.- -- - Brig | Bahia "114 J om
_.96| Emilia - - - -| Brig | Cabinda 44a.} 29 —

April 2] S.Pedrode Sul -| -Brig Benguela 442 14
11| Diligente - - =|Schooner| Cabinda 137 8.
11] S..Joao Americano Brig | Cabinda 597 73
11| GrioPenedo - -| Brig {| Cabinda 546 59
23| Marianna Daphne Brig | Angola. 321 14

May 19{ Resolugio -. - -. Ship Mozambique} 401 | 47
--814-Serpento - - +] Brig | Cabinda 439 10 ©

June 1] Lusitania -. -..- | . Ship | Cabinda 738 89
- 81 Reinode Brazil - Brig | Cabinda 427 75
10} MariaThomazin -| - Ship |Cabinda 388 20

_ 99) Vuleano . - - -|. Brig | Angola 420 11
July --14| General Silveira -| Brig Benguela 500 64
-- = 18] Livramento - -| Brig |Cabinda EAL 60
Aug. 5} Amalia -.-. -..-| Ship -| Angola - 813 37

- 18] Diligente - -.-]|- Brig | Cabinda 466 73
_ Sept. 18| Tejo- -.-.---)- Brig | Angola 490 | - 73

.21} FlordeMar.- - Ship | Angola . 540 84
-.° 96] Feliz Dias -. - - Brig | Angola | 282 68

. Oct. «~ 5.) Leopolding- - -| .Ship’ | Cabinda 489 48
' , 11] Santa Roza- - -/{ Brig |Cabinda 464 |. 25

‘17| Golfinho - - -| Brig | Cabinda 476| 977
. Bom Fin - - -| Brig. | Benguela - 604 | ° 30
26| Cagador~ - -. -| Brig | Angola 594 37 |:

Nov. 8{ Mercurio - - -| Brig | Benguela. 496 © 7
17|-Patrocinio - - -|Schooner! Cabinda 324 22

. 20} Voador - - - ~j| Brig | Cabinda 382 6
21 Pequefia Ventura -} Brig | Cabinda 239 25
‘23 } Senhora dos Remos.} Brig | Cabinda 229 14

De. 8} Maria - -~ - -| Ship |Cabinda} ~| 530 30
9| Duquede Braganza {| Ship | Mozambique] 606 69

20| S.PedrodeSul -| Brig | Benguela 445 10
20| Triunfo do Brazil- Brig | Loanda 637 26
25} Protector - - - Mozambique} 807 339
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No. 19, b.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &., dated

Rio de Janeiro, January 31, 1818.—ReceivedSeptember 27,

My Lorp,

SO long as the period stipulated in the third Article of the additional
Convention of London of the 28th July 1817, for the promulgation of the
Alvaré, prescribing the punishment to be inflicted upon Portuguese
subjects participating in an illicit Traffic in Slaves, had not expired, I did not
feel myself called upon to trouble the Minister upon a measure, which I
naturally concluded was in preparation, and would be made public before the
expiration of the appointed time.
Finding, however, that no Alvard had been promulgated up to the evening

of the 26th instant, I endeavoured to see His Excellency Sr. ‘Thomas Antonio
de Villanova Portugal on the subject, on the morning of the 27th, but he
was with the King, and orders were left with his Porter, that he could not
see.any body upon business until after the Acclamation.

In this dilemma, and in consideration of the urgency of the case which
admitted no delay, I proceeded to theForeign Oilice, where I hada conference
with the Official aior, and explained the motive that had led me
to address myself to him contrary to usual custom; Foreign Ministers in this
country treating only with the Secretary of State upon business.
Your Lordship will be as much surprized as I was, to learn, that no progress

whatever had been made in preparing the Alvara, in a word, that it had been
entirely forgoticn. Such inattention to one of the very important points of
the Convention seems hardly credible.
The Gentleman with whom I conversed felt. the importance and urgency

of the case as much as I did; and promised to see Sr. ‘Maomas Antonio
without a moment's delay, but he stated a new difficulty about the drawing
up of the Alvard, founded on their want of information ‘of the principles of
British legiskation in this respect. Luckily I had the means of supplying the
deficiency, and sent him the same day all the Acts of Parliament relating to
the abolition of the Slave Frade. ,

Yesterday I received a private note trom him, returning the Acts, and
stating that the necessary Extracts had been made for the formation of an
Alvara according to the Stipulation of the third Article, and accompanied by
an assurance that it would certainly be published in the course of a very few
days. He requested at the same time, in Sr. Thomas Antonio’s name, that
the departure of the packet might be delayed tilt Sunday the 8th of February,
in which I readily acquiesced, hoping that the Alara may be published before
that day, so as to be transmitted by her.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. —
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

“Se &e. &e.



No, 20, b.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &e. &e., dated

Rio de Janciro, February 7, 1818.—Received September 27.

My Lorp,

SINCE I had the honour to address your Lordship on the 3st of

January, on the subject of the non-promulgation of the Alvaré therein
mentioned, I have scen and spoken to the Minister respecting it. His

Excellency promised that every practicuble exertion should ‘be made to
carry this stipulation of the Additional Convention into effect, but he

said that for the present the press of business was so great, as totally to

prevent his being able to pay as much attentionto this object as he could
wish.
The manner of his conversation, rather than his expressions, appearing

to manifest a feeling on his part that the promulgation of the Alvara,
although faithfully to be complied with, was not-a matter of such imme-
diate and urgent necessity, now the Convention itself had been published,

as | am sure His Royal Highness the Prince Regent’s servants considerit
to be, | determined to address a short note to His, Excellency, in the hope
of drawing forth.some more precise promise, and which should serve at
the same time to satisfy your Lordship, that I have not relaxed in my en-
deavours to procure the fulfilment of the stipulation.

I have the honour to inclose the copy of my note on this occasion, and
atranslation of the Minister’s reply; and 1 beg leave to assure your

Lordship, that IL will not cease to press the affair until the promulgation
has been made.

I have the honour to be, &c.
. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&. &e. &e.

 

Cnelosure 1 in Nea. 20, 6.)

Rio de Janeiro, ce 6 Fevrier 1818

LF. Soussigné,’ &c.- &c. &c. désirant transmettre a sa Cour par le Pa-
quebot sur le point de partir, quelque assurance officielle sur l'objet de
la publication de  Alvara stipulé par le troisiéme Article de la Conven-
tion Additionelle de Londres, du 28 Juillet 1817, a Phonneur de s’adres-
ser, dans cette vue, A Son Excellence Monsieur le Commandeur, Thomas
‘Antonio de Villanova Portugal, &c. &c. &c. ct de prier Son Excellence
‘de vouloir bien le mettre & meme d’informer sa. Cour, quand la promul-
gation de cet Alvard (dont le terme stipulé est deja échu depuis le 27 du
mois passé) aura cn effet licu. me
La haute importance que le Cabinet Britannique attache a cette partie

de la Convention Additionelle est trop bien connue, pour qu’il soit néces-
saire au Soussigné d’ajoutcr un mot pour démontrer Purgence de cette
“demande de sa part.

Hl a Phonneur de prier Son Exccllence de vouloir bien agréer de nou-
veau les assurances, &c. &c.

(Signé) Il, CHAMBERLAIN.
G :
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{Translation of Inclosure 1 in No. 20, 6.)

Riode Janeiro, February 6, 1818,

_ THE Undersigned, His Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at the
Court of Rio de Janeiro, being desirous to transmit to his Court by the
packet now on the point of sailing for England, an official assurance
respecting the publication of the Alvaré stipulated by the thirdArticle
of the Additional Convention signed at. London on the 28th of August
1817, has the honour, with this view, to requestHis Excellency the Coin-
mander Thomas Antonio de Villanova Portugal, &c. will acquaint him,for the information of his Court, when the publication of the Alvaré inquestion will take place, the stipulated period for which expiredon the27th of last month. a
The great importance, which the British Government attaches to this ©part of the Additional Convention is too well kuown, to render it necessary -for the undersigned to add any argument to enforce the ur zency of thisdemand on his part. , .
He has the honour to request His Excellency to accept the assurance.

of his perfect respect and consideration. .
| (Signed) =H. CHAMBERLAIN,°

His Excellency M. de VillanovaPortugal,
Se. &o.  &e.

 

(nelosure 2 in No. 20, 6.)

{ Translation.)

Palace of Rio de Janeiro, February 6,:1818,

THE Undersigned, &c. &. &c. having laid before the King his Master the note which Mr. H. Chamberlain, &c. &c. &c. ‘addressed tohim -under this day’s date, has to inform him, that it not having been possibleto publish the Alvaré stipulated by the third Article of the’ AdditionalConvention uf London, of the 28th July of last year, in consequence ofthe immensity of business which has been caused by His Majesty’s Accla-mation ; and it not being now practicable topublish it in consequenceofthe near departure of the packet, assures Mr. Chamberlain, in orderthat he may according to his desire make it known to his Court, thatorders shall be. givenfor. the publication of the said Alvaré after thepacket is gone.
, _ The undersigned renews, &c.

(Signed)

THOMAS ANTONIO DE VILLANOVA PORTUGAL
Ad, Chamberlain, Esq.

ke. &e, Ke.
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No. 21, b..

The Chevalier Guerreiro, His Most Faithful Majesty's Charge @Affaires
at this Court, to Earl Bathurst, K. G., &c. &e. .

Exrract. = Londres ce 22 Octobre 1818.

LE Soussigné, Chargé d’Affaires de Sa Majesté Trés Fidelle, auprés de
Sa Majesté Britannique, a lhonneur d’adiesser 4 Son Excellence Milord
Bathurst, par ordre de sa Cour, copie d’un décret par lequel le Roi
son maitre vient de nommer les individus qui doivent composer celle des deux
Commissions qui, en conformité de ce qui a été stipulé dans ]’Article VIIL.
de la Convention du 28 Juillet 1817, doit siéger dans les états de Sa Ma-
jesté Trés Fidelle, -et de désigner la ville de Rio pour servir de lieu de rési-
dence a lasusdite Commission. I] joint aussicopie des ordres qui ont été ex-
pediés au Tribunal de Commerce de Riode Janeiro, en lui enjoignant de pro-
poser sans délai les personnes qui seroient jugées les plus convenables pour:
remplir les fonctions de Commissaires 4 Sierra Leone, que Sa Majesté Bri-
‘tannique a déclarédevoir étre le lieu ob doit résider ]’autre Commission.

(Signed) R. GUERREIRO.

 

No. 21, b.

({Translation.)

London, October 22, 1818.

THE Undersigned, Hjs-Most Faithful Majesty’s Chargé d’Afaires at the
Court of His Britannic Majesty, has the honour to inclose to His Excol- -

_lency Earl Bathurst, by order of his Court, copy of a Decree, whereby
The King his. Master nominates the individuals who are to compose that
Commission which, in conformity with what has been stipulated in the
eighth Article of the Convention of the 28th of July 1817, is to be esta-
blished in the dominions of His Most Faithful Majesty; and also appoints
thecity of Rio asthe place of residence of the said Commission. He like-
‘wise adds a copy of the instructions which have been issued to the Tribu-
‘nal of Commerce at Rio de Janeiro, enjoining them to propose, without delay,
such persons as shall be considered the best qualified to discharge the duties
of Commissioners at Sierra Leone, which place His Britannic Majesty has
named for the seat ofthe other Commission. .

(Signed) R. GUERRIERO,

we

(Inclosure 1 in No. 21, 6.)

a(Translation.)

IT being necessary to fix on some place of my dominions for the residence
of one of the Mixed Commissions, to be appointed in conformity with the
stipulations contained in the eighth Article of the Convention, concluded on
the 28th ofJuly 1817, by way of supplement to the Treaty bearing date the
22d of January 1815, and also to nominate the Portuguese Commissioners,
‘Judge and Arbitrator, who, according to the above Article, and the second
Article of the Regulations respecting the Commissions, which Article is
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vannexed to ‘the same Convention, .are, together with the Secretary, likewise
to be appointed. byme,.to form the Portuguesepart ofthat Commission;it.ig::my_ pleasure ito determine on, the city,of Rio dé Jayeirc ds the lace

_ of residence for the above Commission, to be established in thy dominions;
and taking into ‘considération the character, learning, and. endowments of
Silvestre Pinheiro Ferreira, one of the Deputies of the Royal Board of Com.
merce, Agriculture,..Manufactures, and Navigation of this kingdom and
theultra-maring deminions;. aud of John.Pereira de Souza, of this city, mer-
ebant; I think- proper: to appoint the former to be the Judge, and thé latter
to be the Arbitrator ofthat Commission. ... 2
Let Thomas Antoniode:Villenova Portugal, ofMy Council, Minister and

Secretary ofState of the Affairs of the Realm, and charged, ad interim,with
the care ofthe-department for Foreign Affairs and War, takenotice hereof,
and’see it carried into execution by means of the necessary orders. Palace of
the Royal Finances of Santa Cruz, the 18th ofAugust 1818.

With. His Majesty’s signature,
(A true copy).

. (Signed) R. GUERREIRO.

 

(Inclosure 2 in No. 21, b.)

: (Translation.)

_ THE King our Lord having, by a.Decree, bearing date this day, beenpleased tofix upon the city of Rio de Janeiro as the place ofresidence for the
Mixed Commission4o be established in his dominions, conformably with the
provisions of Article VIII. of the Convention concluded the 28th of July ofast: year, by way of supplement to the Treaty of January 22, 1815, while
His Majesty, at the same time, has appoinied Commissioners, Judge, ard
Arbitrator, on the part of Portugal, the persons specified in the above decree,
who, in conjunction,:with the English Commissioners, to be, inthe ‘same
manner, nominated by His Britannic, Majesty, are to form thebéfore-nien-
tioned Commission; .it is Incumbent. upon me to transmit to you herewith a
copy of this decree, for you tocommunicate it to the Royal Board ofCém-merce, Agriculture, Manufactures, and Navigation.of this Kingdom ‘of the
Brazils and ultra-marine dominions, that they may take due rioticeof,‘and
forward it to the proper place, as well as to the merchants ‘in general. “And
‘as it is also necessary to appoint, on the part of Portugal, Cominissionérs; a
Judge and an Arbitrator, as well as.aSecretary, who, according to thegre:
visions of the above eighth Article, are to constitute, together with théEne-
‘lish Commissioners, a Commission to be established in the dominions of His
Britannic Majesty, the English Government having already fixed on the set-
tlement of Sierra Leone as the place in which this Commission js to reside,
“His Majesty has, moreover, beea pleased to.direct the same Royal Board of‘Commerce to propose, as speedily as possible, such persons as they: shall
think qualified for filling, at Sierra Leone, the posts of Commissioners,
Judge, Arbitrator, and Secretary; which you will also impart to the Board,
that they may see the same carried into effect accordingly.

God preserve you.
_ Signed)’ THOMAS ANTONIO DE VILLANOVA PORTUGAL.

SENHOR LUIZ JOSE DE CARVALHO E MELLO.
(A true copy) oo

(Signed) LE CHEVALIER GUERREIRO.
Palace of the Royal Finance of Santa Cruz, Aug. 18, 1818.
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‘No. 22,'b.

‘Henry Chambérlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K..G., &6. Bey dated
-RiodeJaneiro, August 22,.1818.—Received October23.

‘My Lozp,

‘| HAVE thehonour to ‘transmitherewitha copy of the-note Laddressed
to M..de Villanova. Portugal, in obedience to your Lordship’s ‘dispatch
‘of the 10th June, received on'the 4th instant, by the Lord Hobart packet. - -
J delivered the note myself to the Minister at Santa Cruz, and-am happy —

to be ableto state toyour Lordship, thatHisExcellency gave me the stro
assurances of the readiness of the Government to eomply immediately with

the request therein contained ; ‘which assurancesI had afterwards.the honour
to hear repeated by His Majesty. - “ ‘wart 01

At-the request of the Minister, and almost upan ‘his promise, to notif to
‘me, before his departure, what port.in Brazil the King had been pleased. to
mame for-the residenceof the Commissioners, I consented to detain the
:packet four days; that is, from the 19th to the 23d; nevertheless I have
‘received'no communication on the subject, although, during our interview,
_.M. de Villanova Portugal ‘stated that_‘it would be-either Bahia, or. -Riode
Janeiro. yo SO

_ With respect toSierra Leone, His' Excellency’ said, the only difficulty he
‘apprehended was, whether any person fit for the situation of Commissioner
-could bepersuadedto go there, -but,that he would usé his best endeavours to
:send proper persons, and I-beg your Lordshipto’be‘assured that I-will not

. sallow-.the.matter-to-sleep. ho, a a  ,
cS _ ‘Thave-the-honourto-bes&e. © :
cs _ (Signed) = =H. CHAMBERLAIN.

DYiscount Castlereagh, K.G. =
we. &e, ke

 

_(Inclosure in No. 22, b.)

Rio de Faneiro, August 10,1818.

‘THE undersigned, &v. &e. &c., having received, by the Lord Hobart
tpacket, some copies of the Convention of London of the 28th July 1817,
telative to the Slave Trade, printed and presented to both Houses of Par-
‘liament by command of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and of the
-Act that has been passed by theLegislature, to enable the Executive Govern-
ment to carry into ‘effect the several stipulations contained therein, has the
‘honour to transmit herewith to His Excellency the Commander Thomas.
‘Antonio-deVillanova Portugal, &c. &c. &c, a copy ofeach of these important
documents. . we

His Royal Highness’s Government, in their last dispatches to the under-
‘signed, express some disappointment, at tot having yet received ftom hence
the stipulated Alvara of His Most Faithful Majesty, respecting’ the crimina-
lity and -punishment of those who may be detected:in carrying‘on an illicit
Trade im Slaves, which was te have been. promulgated within two
months after the exchange of the Ratifications of- the Additional Convention;
to accelerate which promulgation as much as-lay‘in his power, theunder-
signed had the honour scveral times to wait upon His Excellency, and par-
ticularly after the period stipulated for the publication had elapsed.
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The undersigned begs leave to announce to His Excellency, that he has
been honoured by the Prince Regent's commands, to invite the Government
of His Most Faithful Majesty, forthwith to nominate the Commissioners
who are to reside, conjointly with those appointed by His Royal, Highness, in
éxetution of the several clauses of the Additional Convention, in-the Brazil.
and at Sierra Leones thie last being the place fixed upon by the British
Government, as the most fitting, under all circumstances, for bringing in for
adjudication Slave Traders detained for carrying on anillicit. traffic, . ;
- The British Cabinet confidently trusts, that there will be no difficulty on
the part'of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government in making this nomina-
tion, without. delay, and: likewise in declating, which port of Brazil HisMajesty 1s pleased, in pursuanceof the eighth Article of the said Convention,
to appoint for the residence of the Commissioners, whose station is to be in
this kingdom.- :
_ ‘The undetsigned begs leave to armounce to His Excellency, that it is the
intention of hisGovernment to send out the British Commissioners to their
respective ports, so soonas it shall be in possession of this information ; and,
for the sdke“ ofsecuring the arrivalat Sicrra Leoneof‘those destined to be
fixed there, it the same time with those to be sent from this countr » OF even.
sooner if possible, it is particularly desirous to learn, at-what periodit is likel
that the Portuguese Comissioners will be dispatched to that port; and the
undersigned being instructed to request, that their departure may take place
with all practicable brevity, begs the favour of His Excellency to take the
trouble to communicate to him His Majesty’s decision in this respect, so soon’
as it maybe made known.
__ The undersigned at the same time has the honourtorepresent to His
Excellency, howmutch ‘the friendly and harmonious-executiun of this-new
system is likely to depend on ‘the thoice made by the respective‘ Govern-
ments of proper Commissioners, who, in their enlightened views-of strict and
impartial justice, and by theirknowledge of the law of nations, may render
their judgment at once such as ‘shall: command universal confidence and
respect. . ,
Having thus executed the orders entrusted to him, the undersigned‘has the

“honour to request His Excellency the Commander Thomas Antonio de Vil-
Janova Portugal to accept the assurances of his highest and most distinguished
consideration.

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
His Excelteney ModeVillanova Portugal,

‘&e kee -&e.

No. 23, db.

Henry Chamberlain -Esq. to’ Viseount Castlereagh, K. G. Se. Se.-
‘datedRio de Janeiro Mugs 23, 1818. Reecived October 22.

Extracr.

‘AT a late hour last night, I received ‘from M. de Villanova Portu-
gal ‘a noteand ‘inelosures, -6f which I:have'the honour to -transmit
copies ‘and:translations ‘herewith, by which your Lordship will . learn,
that His ‘MostFaithfulMajesty has'fixed upon this Port for:the resi-
dence. ofthe “Mixed: Commission to be‘established in theBrazils, under
the eighth Articleof the ‘Treaty:of London, of the 28th July 1817; and
that thd Deputy of the BoardofTrade, Senhor Silvestre Pinheiro Fereira,
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and Senhor Joio Pereira de Souza, Merchant, have been named
Commissary Judge and Commissioner ofArbitration. .
The Minister asserts, that the law imposing pénalties upon an illegal.

Traffic in Slaves, was promulgated on the 26th of January last, but it was

not printed till the month of May. By reference to the copy I had the
honour to send to your Lordship’s office, it will be seen, that it had not
passed through and been registered at, the various departments of Go-

yernment (which musttake place previous to promulgation) until some
dine in that or the preceding month. — a

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

 

CInclosure 1 in No. 23.)

(Translation)

Palace of the Royal Farm ofSanla Cruz,
August 20, 1818.

THE undersigned has laid before The King his Master, the note which
Mr. Chamberlain addressed to him on the 0th instant, inclosing ‘tw
copies of the Additional Convention of London, of the 28th July 1817, :t9
the Treaty of the 22d danuary 1813,and of the Act passed subsequeptty,
to carry into effect the stipulationsof the said Convention; and Mr.
Chamberlain having observed, that the British Government had ‘ex-
pressed, in their last dispatches, some disappointment at not having yet
received the Law which His Most Faithful Majesty had engaged.to prc-
mulgate in his dominions, imposing the penalties which were to be {n-
curred by those who should engage in an illicit Traffic in Slaves; he can-
not avoid remarking, that this ‘Law:having been promulgated on the 26th
of January of the present year, as Mr. Chamberlain, without doubt, $s
aware, and the date of the printed copiesshews, the error into which the
British Government is fallen in this respect, can be easily rectified by Mr,
Chamberlain’s stating the real fact at his convenience.
With respect, however, to the place within His Majesty’s dominions

where one of the Mixed Commissions is to reside, and the nomination of
the Portuguese Commissioners, Mr. Chamberlain having declared the
intentions of His Royal Highness the Prinee Regent of Great Britain, ana
the choice which His Government has made of the establishmentof Siersa
Leone forthe residence of the-Commission to be established within tie
British possessions in Africa, the Undersigned has to acquaint him, thet
The King his Master, not desiring to,delay on his part, the due execu-
tion of the stipulations of the said Convention, has been pleased, as soon
as the official declarations contained in the before-mentioned note wer:
made known to Him, not only to fix the place within His dominions where
one of the Commissioners is to reside, and to name the Portuguese Com-
missioners that are to form it, directing at the sume tithe the Board ec?
Trade of this Kingdom to propose those who are to go to reside at Sierza
Leone, as will be scen by the inclosed copics of the Decree and Avis*;
but His Majesty is also ready to name, in the like manner, the Porte-.
guese Commissioners who are to form part of the Mixed Commissionwhich.
is to be established in London, according -to the dispositions of the said
Convention. : ; '

. The Undersigneé renews, &c. _
(Signed) THOMAS ANTONIO DE VILLANOVA PORTUGAL.

‘Henry Chamberlain, Esq.
&e. &e. Ke.
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"Translation ofaDecreeissued by His MostFaithfulMajesty,daicd
August 18,3818.

_ IT being necessary to fix the place withinmydominions, where one of
‘the Mixed Commissions, to be formed in conformity with the stipulations
of Article Vil of the Additional Convention of the 28th-ofJuly 1817, to
the Treaty of the 22d of January 1815, should reside; and it being
-equally necessary to name the Portuguese Commissary Judge, and-Com.
missionerof Arbitration, which, according to the said Article, and Ar.
ticle If ofthe Regulations for.the Commission, annexed to the said Con-
vention, should, witha Secretary, which I likewise onght to name, form
the Portugueseparts of the.said Commission, I am pleased to fix thecity

.. of Rio de Janeiro for the place of residence of the said Commission which .
is to be established within my dominions: and, reposing great’ faith in the
‘probity, inteHigence, and capacity of Silvestre Pinheiro Fereira, -one of

- -the:Deputies of the Royal Board of Commerce, Manufactures and Nayi-
gation of this Kingdom of Brazil and dominiens beyond sea, and of Joie
Perejra-de Souza,“Merchant, of this city, lam pleased to name the for-
mer as Commissary Judge, and the latter asCommissioner ‘of Arbitration,
-of this ‘Commission. ‘Thomas Antonio de Villanova Portugal, ot my
‘Council, Minister and Secretaryof State for the Affairs of theKingdom,
-charged. ad interita with the Department for Foreign Affairs and War,

. will so understandit, and cause it te be executed with the wecessary
dispatch.

‘ With His Majesty’s Initials, ee -
; (Signed) Ss CAMILLOMARTINS. LUGE:

Palace ofthe Royal Farm of Santa Cruz, August 18, 1818.

 

o£ Tnclosure 3 in No. 23, b.)

- Translation of Aviso.

_ THE Kmg OurLord having been. pleased, by a Decree dated ‘this
«lay, to appoint the city .of Rio de Janeiro for the place of residence of
‘the Mixed Commission, which is to be established in his dominions, in
conformity with the stipulations of Article VIILof the Additional Con-
yention of the 28th of July of last year, to'the Treaty of the 22d of Ja-
nuary. 1813; His Majesty naming, at the same time, the Portuguese Com-
Amissary Judge, and Commissioner of Arbitration, mentioned in the said
decree, who, with the English Commissioners which His Britannic Ma-
Jestyis to name .in. like manner, are to. form the said Commission: it-is
.my duty to send your Excellency the inclosed copy ofthis. Decree;4o be
presented to the Royal Board of Trade,. Manufactures, and Navigation of
‘this Kingdom of Brazil, and dominions beyond sea, for its information, in
order thatit.may be made known at the accustomed places, as well as to
‘the merchants in general. And whereas, it is equally necessaryto name
the Portuguese Commissary Judge, and Commissioner of Atbitration, as
well as theirSecretary, according to.the disposition of the said Article
VIII, who, with the English Commissioners, are to form the Commission
that is to be established in the dominions of.His Britannic’ Majesty, the
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British Government having already fixed upon the establishment, of—Sierra Leoneforthe place.of: residence of that Commission. Hj jesty
has been likewise pleased to order the Royal Board of Trade tovendaa
a Consultus, as soon as possible, containing the names ofthe persons it con-
siders most fit-to go to Sierra Leone, to serve those offices of CommissaryJudge, Commissionerof Arbitration, and Secretary, which your Excellency
will likewise make known to the Board, that they may obey the same ac-cordingly. God preserve your Excellency.
Palace of the Royal Farm of Santa Cruz, August 18, 1818.
Thomas Antonio de Villanova Portugal. Senhor Luiz Joze de Car-

yalhoe Mello. .
(Signed) CARMILLO MARTINS LUGE.

 

" No, 24, b.

KarlBathurst tothe Chevalier Guerreiro, &c.

Foreign Office, November 13, 1818.

. THE Undersigned, one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State,
has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the Chevalier de
Guerreiro of the 22d-ultimo ; in which are inclosed, Ist. a copy ofthe decree
of His Most Faithful Majesty designating the city of Rio de Janeiro as the |
place of residence of the Mixed Commission to be established in the. Portu-
uese dominions, and nominating the Judge and Arbitrator who are: to act
on the part of the King of Portugal in the said Commission, in conformity
with the eighth Article of the Convention concluded at London on the 28t
of July 1817: and -2dly, another decree of His Most Faithful Majesty,
directing the Royal Board of Commerce at Rio de Janeiro to propose for His
Majesty's approval such persons as may be. qualified to act as Commissioners
on the part of Portugal, at the settlemeut of Sierra Leone,—the place fixed
upon by His Britannic Majesty for the residence of the other Mrxed Com-
mission to be appointed under the same Convention.
The Undersigned has received the Prince Regent's commands to return

His Royal Highness’s acknowledgments for these communications, ;and_ to
acquaint the Chevalier de Guerreiro, for the information of hisMtovernment,
that no time will be lost in the nomination of the persons, who are to meet
the Portuguese Commissioners under the said Convention, on the part of His
Britannic Majesty.

The Undersigned avails himself, &c.

The Chevalier Guerreiro, (Signed) BATHURST.
&e. &e. Ke.

 

No. 25, b.

His Excellency the Earlof Clancarty to ViiscountCastlereagh, K.G. &e. &e.,

datedBrussels, November 21, 1818.—Received November 23.

_ MyLorn, . a

; I-HAVE the bonour ‘herewith to transmit for yourLordship's informa-

tion, @ copy ofthe law which has been passed here, in execution by this

401



402

induce His “Most Faiti:ful Majesty to contribute, asfar as inHispower, by’.

30

Court of the 1st article ofthe Treaty relative tothe Slave Trade.and recipro,
cal right. of search, signed between this Crown andthat ofGreat Britain, on,
the 4th of the month of May last. © Loo a

- ._ remain, with great respect, &e.
Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. (Signed). CLANCARTY,

&e. Se. &e. - . ~

(Inclosure in No. 25, 6.)

Mem.—The law here inclosed is given ina more ‘complete shape as in.’closure 2 in No. 37. rs. i

 

No. 26, b. |

Viscount Castlereagh toHenry Chamberlain, Esq. &e. - oo
Si, Foreign Office, November 27, 1818,

. THEmeeting of. theAllied Sovereigns and Cabinets, atAix-la-Chapellehas been concluded by a solemn and joint Appeal to the King of Portugal, to,
8

the unrestricted abolition of the TrafficinSlavesthroughout His Most Faith-
ful Majesty's’ Dominions, to the consummationof that great object, which,
since the.Congress at Vienna in the year 1815, has. heen-a matter of the
most anxious solicitude to the several Powers ‘who werepatties to that
arrangement, ° aa a aes

For this purpose, their Imperial and’ Royal Majesties, the Sovereigns uf
Austria, Prussia, France and Russia, have severally addressed Letters to His
Most Faithful Majesty; and His RoyalHighnessthe Prince Regent has com-
manded me to entrust you with the delivery of a letter of the same import
from His Royal Highness Himself.~You will, ‘accordingly, immediately on
the receipt of this dispatch, solicit an audience of His Most Faithful Majesty,
and you will deliver the inclosed letter intoHisMajesty's hands, accom-
panying.the same with suitable expressions of good will and sincerefrieng-
ship on the part of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and of the warn,.
anxiety which His Royal Highness feels in the success of a measureso in-
teresting to humanity, and which is supported by the unanimous voice. OF.
example of everycivilized.nation. . ,

. - Iam, &e.

Baa

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. : (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.-
ke, &e. &e,

REAGH,

 

. (Inclosure in No, 26, 6.)

“Monstzur Mon Frere: er Cousin,

A L'EPOQUE du Congrés de Vienne, la voix de Ia réligion, et les plaintes _
d'une humanité souffrante ont obtenu les plus consolants suceés, 9 =” ‘
Le monie a vu en perspeetive le terme d'un fléau-quiasi long temps dégolé

lrAfrique, et votre ‘Majesté s'est justement acquis des droits a I’éternelle ré-
connoissance desnations,ef proclamant, de concert avec les Alliés, Te prin-
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cipe de l'abolition universelle de la Traite des’ Nagres. Depuis lors, les actes
conclus & Paris en 1815, et Vheureuse’ issue de plusieurs négociations vouées
4 I'exécution progressive de cette mesure, ont fortifié les généreuses espérances”du si¢cle, et présagé le parfait accomplissement de la transaction qui les avoit.
solemnellement consacré. . ns

Si les résultats des conférancesd’Aix-la-Chapelle, qui consomment lapaci-
fication, et garantissent la prospérité de PEurope, laissent encore un voeu 3
former, c'est celui de voir assurer le triomphe final de le déclaration du. 8
Fevrier 1815, au moyen d'un acte décrétant labolition du Commerce des
Négres en tous lieux et pour toujours. Qu’il nous soit done permis, 4 mes
Alliés et & moi, de. tourner des régards confians vers la puissance,“® laquelle
le Supréme Arbitre des .destinées de la terre, a reservéJa gloire de mettre fin

- aux douleurs d’une population infortunée, Ce succds definitif sera sans doute
le fruit des rapports intimes qui subsistent entre nous, parcequ’un concours
dintentions conciliantes, et de concessions réciproques, ne manquera pas de
faire prosperer une ceuvre également.meritoire devant Dieu et aux veux, des
hommes. , i

C'est & la suite de cette dernitre négocijation, que. des. mesures de surveil-
lance mutuellement arrétés pour la stricte exécution d'une loi devenue géné-
rale, couronneroient Jes nobles efforts de toutes les puissances appélees 4 régir
les differentes parties du globe, par les mémes sentimens de Justice, et de Re-
ii jon. wey a . vs mo a Mal yt
Je ne doute pas rencontrer 4 cet égard les sentiments de votre Majesté, et.

je la prie d’agréer les assurances de la consideration distinguée et de Pattache-
mént sincére avec lesquels je suis, _ L

,Monsicur mon Frére et Cousin, de Votre Majesté le Bon Frare et Cousin,

‘Londres, le9 Décembre, 1818. (Signé) GEORGE, P. BR.

AMons. mon Frére et Cousin, le Roi dePortugal et du Bresil, .-

 

(Translation of Inclesure in No. 26, 5.)

.. Sir, myBroruer ann Cousin,

AT the period of the Congress at Vienna, the voice of religion, and the—
complaints of suffering humanity obtained the most gratifying success, a,

e world was then led to hope for the termination of a scourge by which
Africa had so long been desolated, and YourMajesty justly acquireda‘title.
to the eternal gratitude of all nations, by proclaiming, in concert with your
Allies, the principle of the universal abolition of the Slave Trade. The aets
subsequently concluded at Paris in 1815, and the happy result of various ne-
gociations undertaken for the gradual accomplishment of this measure, have
strengthened the generous expectations of the age, and given carncst of the
entire completion of the object towhich they had been solemnly devoted.

If the results of the conferences of Aix ja Chapelle, which complete the
pacification and guarantee the prosperity of Europe, still leave a wish unsatis-
fied, it is to see the final triumph of the declaration of the 8th of February
1815 secured by an Act for the perpetual abolition ofthe Slave Tradethrough-
outthe Globe, - It may therefore be permitted to my Allics and to Myself,
to turn with confidence to that power for whom the Supreme Ruler of the
Universehas reserved the glorious destiny of terminating the miseries of a
suffering population. This final result will doubtless be brought about by
the. intimate. relations which. subsist between Us, because a concurrence of
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conciliatory intentions and of reciprocal coneesssions, catinot fail to give suc.
cess to a work equally meritorious imthesizht: of God and man.

It is in the spirit of this last negociation, that ineasures.of prevention mu-
tually agreed upon for the strict execution of a general law, will erown the
-noble efforts of the Powers, in every part of the globe, who are called Upon’
to govern according to the principles ofjustice andreligion.

I doubt not that your Majesty entertains the same. sentiments on this:sib.
ject, and I request you to accept the assurarices of the distinguished cots-
deration and sincere attachment with which I am,

Sir, my Brother and Cousin, Your Majesty’s good Brother and Cousin,
London, December g, 1818. (Signed) GEORGE P. R..

Mygood Brother and Cousin, the King of Portugal and the Brasits,

 

No. 27, b.

Viscount Castlereagh toHis Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K.B.&e,

Sire, _ Foreign Office, January 31, 1819,
HIS Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been pleased to name‘Thomas Gregory, Esg., to be His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, andEdward Fitzgerald, Esq., at present Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court‘at Sierra Leone, to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, andDaniel Molloy Hamilton, Esq., to be His Majesty’s Registrar, to theMixed Commission to be established at Sierra Leone, under theTreatyfor restricting the traffic in Slaves, concluded between Great Britain and

Spain on the 23d of September 1817.
Ihave to request that your Excellency will take an early opportunity

of announcing these appointments to the Goverament of His Catholic
Majesty. You will add that the Gentlemen thus appointed will leave
England for their destination in the course of the ensuing month; fur-
nished with His Royal Highness’s Commission and. Instructions to enable
them to enter upon the exercise of their duties. The ship of war that
conveys them will be directed to touch in her way at Cadiz, for the Com-
missioners named by His Catholic Majesty, according to the wish ex-
pressed in M. Pizarro’s note to your Excellency of the 3d of August
1818. - ;
~ His Royal Highness’s Government, as you will perceive by my other
dispatch ofthis date, propose to provide at Sierra Leone asuitable office
for the carrying on the proceedings of the Commission: and orders will
be sent out, that every courtesy and consideration shall be paid to the
Commissioners, which is due to the public character they bear, and every
respect secured to the Court which is necessary to give efficiency to its .proceedings. a so
With respect to such contingent expences as may attend the establish:

ment and proceedings of the Commission, His Royal Highness’s Govern-ment propose, that at Sierra Leone, as likewise at the Hayannah,these
should be borne in common by the two Governments.

I am, &c., . me
7 (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

HisExcellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B.
&. &. Ke.



Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B., &c.

Sir, ForeignOffice, January 31, 1819.

HIS Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been pleased to name
Henry Thomas Kilbee, Esq.tobe His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, and
Robert Francis Jameson, Esq. to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbi-
tration under the Mixed Commission to be established at the Havannah,
ursuant to the Treaty for preventing the illegal Traffic in Slaves, con-.

‘eluded between Great Britain and Spain on the 23d of September 1817.
[ have to request, that your Excellency will take an early opportunity

‘of announcing these appointments to the Government of His Catholic
Majesty. You will add, that the Commissioners will leave England. for
their destination early in the month of February next, furnished with His
Royal Highness’s* Commission and Instructions to enable them to enter
upon the exercise of their duties, so soon as His Catholic Majesty’s Com-
missioners (who, as I understand from your Excellency, are already at
the Havannah) shall be furnished, on their part, with His Catholic Majes-
ty’s Commission and Instructions to the sameeffect. You will suggest,
thereforé, the expediency of sending these documents, as soon as official
‘forms will permit, from the Spanish Chancery,and you will request that His
Catholic Majesty’s Government will send out at the same time to the
Havannah, directions that His Majesty’s Commissioners may be treated
with the courtesy and consideration to which their public character gives
them a claim, particularly with respect to entire liberty and security of
person and property for themselves and household, and to the free im-

_ portation of such articlesas they may bon fide require for their own
use and convenience.
Your Excellency will express the perfect confidence of His Royal

Highness’s Government, that every thing will be arranged in respect
to the Commission at the Havannah, which can give due fulfilment to
the object of the Treaty; and, that for this purpose provision will be
made, by express orders from the Government at Madrid, for that-
public respect being paid to the proceedings of the Commission which
is necessary to their efficient execution, and to enable the Commis-
sioners to secure order, decorum, and authority to the Court.
Your Excellency will propose to the Spanish Government, that they

shall provide a suitable office for the use of the Commission at their
settlement at the Havannah, adding, that His Royal Highness’s Govern-
ment will provide a suitable office at Sierra Leone for the Commission
to beestablished: there under the same Treaty. .

Iam, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

ilis Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B.
&e. &e.. Ke.
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No, 24, -b.

v.tscount Castlereagh to Henry Chanberliin, Esq. $c.

Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1819,

HIS Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been pleased to nameHenry Hayne, Esq.:to be His Majesty's Commissary Judge, and A.Cunningham, Esq. to beHis Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, tothe Mixed Commission tobe established ‘at Rio de Janeiro under theConvention for restricting the Traffic in Slaves, concluded betweenGreatBritain and Portugal on the 28th of July 1817.- .
¥ou will take the earliest opportunity of announcing these appoint.ments to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty. You will add,that the Commissioners will leave England for their destination early jythe month of February next, furnished with His Royal Highness’s Com.mission and Instructions,to enable them to enter upon the exercise oftheir duties, so soon as His Most Faithful “Majesty’s Commissionersshall be furnished, on their part, with His Most Fajthful Majesty’s com.mission and instructions to the same effect.. You will ‘therefore suggestthe expediency, that these documents may be madeout, and ‘the Commis-sion enabled _to commence its labours, so soon ‘as the official forms of thePortuguese Chancery will permit. a .
You will request that His Majesty’s Comimissioners may betreated withthat courtesy and. consideration to which their public character gives thema claim, particularly with respect to entire liberty and security of personand property for themselves and household, and: to the free importationof such articles as they may boné fide require for their own use and con-venience. en .. weYou willexpressthe perfect confidence of His Royal Highness’s Go-vernment, that every thing will be arranged, in respect to the Commissionat Riode Janeiro, which ean give due fulfilment to the object of the Con-vention, and that, for this purpose, ‘provision may be made, by the-ex--press enactment ofthe Government, for that public respect being paid tothe proceedings of the Commission, which is necessary to its efficient ex-ecution, and toenable the Commissioners to secure order, decorum, andauthority to the Court. co
You will propose to the Brazilian Government, that they shall provide

a suitable office for the use of the Commission at Rio Janeiro, adding that
His Royal Highness’s Government will provide a suitable office atSierraLeone, for the Commission to beestablished there under the sameTreaty;ihe contingent. expences attending the necessary establishment and pro-ceedings of both Offices to be borpe in common by the two Governments.

Iam, &c.

_ (Signed) . CASTLEREAGH.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq.



No. 30, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to Henry Chamberlain, Esq. &c.

Sir, _ Foreign Ofice, January 31, 1814.
HIS’Royal Highness the Prince Recent has been pleased to nameThomas Gregory, Esq. to be His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, ‘and Ed-ward Fitzgerald, Esq. the present Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court at

Sierra Leone, to be His Majesty’s Commissionerof Arbitration, andD. M. Hamilton, Exq. to be His Majesty’s Registrar, to the Mixed Com-
snission to be established at Sierra Leone, under the convention for re-
stricting the Traffic in Slaves, concluded between Great Britain andPortugal on the 28th of July 1817. . .
You will take an early opportunity of announcing these appointments

to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty. .
- You will add, that the Gentlemen thus appointed will leave Encland
for their destination in the course of the ensuing month, furnished withHis Royal Highness’s Commission and Instructions to enable them to
enter upon the exercise of their duties, as soon as the Commissioners of
His Most Faithful Majesty shall have arrived, furnished with Commissions
and Instructions from the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty to:
the'same effect. ”
You will urge, therefore, theBrazilian Government, that their Com-

missioners, if they are not already gone to Sierra Leone, may be sent out
furnished with these documents, without any more delay than is required
for the necessary preparations on the occasion.
His Royal Highness’s Government, as you will perceive by my other

letter of this date, propose to provide at Sierra Leone a suitable office for
the carrying on the proceedingsof the Commission, and orders. will be
sent out that every eourtesy and consideration shall be paid to the Com-
missioners which is due to the public character they bear, and every.
respeet secured to the Court. which is necessary to give efficiencyto its
proceedings, ;
With respect to such contingent expences as may attend the establish-

ment and progeedings of the Commission, His Royal Highness'sGovern-
ment propose that at Sierra Leone, as likewise at Rio de Janciro, these
should be borne in common by the two Governments.

 

lam, &c. ,
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) CASTLEREAGHI,

Se. Se. Fe. ,

No. 31,b.

- Viscount Castlereagh to the Count de Palmela, &c. &e.

Foreign Office, February 12, 1819.

THE Undersigned, His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Fo-
reign Affairs, has the honour to announce to the Count de Palmella, His
Most Faithful Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary at this Court, the follow-
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ing appointments which have been made by His Royal Highness the Prine;
Regent, under the Convention between Great Britain and Portugal for pre.
venting the illegal Traffic in Slaves, signed at London on the 28th of
July 1817.
Thomas Gregory, Esq. to be His Majesty's Commissary Judge, and

Edward Fitzgerald, L.L.D. to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitra-
tion, to the Mixed Commission to be established at Sierra Leone; Hen-.Hayne Esq. to be His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, and Alexander Cur
ningham, Esq. to.be His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration. to the Mixed
Commission to be established at Rio dé Janeiro.
The undersigned requests, that the Count de Palmella-will have the good.

ness to make his Court acquainted with these nominations, which His Rows
Highness’s Government persuade themselves will be agreeable to the Gover...
ment of His Most Faithful Majesty.
The Commissioners for Rio deFaneiro and Sierra Leone will leaveEngland

for their destination in the course of this, or early in the ensuing month,
charged with His Royal Highness’s Commission and Instructions to enix.
without delay upon the execution of their duties.

The undersigned,&c. &c. |
The Count de Palmella, — (Signed) CASTLEREAGH,

&e. &e.. &e.

No. 32. b.

His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley to Viscount Castlereagh, KK. G. &e.&e.,
dated Madrid, February 4, 1819.—Received February 19.

MyLorp,

I HAVE received a note from the Marquis of Casa Irujo, stating that
‘In consequence of the resignation of Don Santiago Janama of his appoint-
ment to be one of the Judges to reside at Sierra Leone, conformably to the
stipulations of the Treaty for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, His Catholic .
Majesty has been pleased to appoint Don Francisco Le Fer to.that situation,
and that His Majesty wishes to be apprized of the probable time of the arrival
at Cadiz of the vessel which is to:convey the Commissioners to the place of
their destination.

Ihave, &c.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) HH. WELLESLEY.

&e. &é. &e. oe

No. 33, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's CommissionersatRio de Janeiro.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, Lebruary 20th, 1819.

HIS Most FaithfulMajesty having promulgated an Alvard, underdate of
the 26th of January 1818, for the regulation of the Slave Trade still carried
on by His Most Faithful Majesty’s subjects ;—I have received the commands



37

of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent to send to you ten copies of the
same, in original and in translation, and I am to desire that you ill

; copy, thereof to beaffixed in some public part of the Court whereyou
preside.

)

Iam, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
His Majesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro.

 

No. 34, b.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. &e., dated
' Rio de Janeiro, December 19, 1818.—Received February 22, 1819.

My Lorp,

UPON receipt. of Earl Bathurst's dispatch, dated the 10th of Septem-
ber, respecting the restrictions imposed by the laws of Great Britain
upon the furnishing of succours to foreign Slave vessels touching in any of
the ports of theBritish colonies, [ transmitted to M. de Villanova Portugal
a copy of the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown, which I had the
honour to receive inclosed in that dispatch.

I beg leave to forward herewith a copy of the note by which it was ace
companied, and @ translation of the note I have received in reply from the
Secretary of State.
A vessel is about to sail for the Cape of Good Hope in the course of a few

days; and concluding that Lord Charles Somerset ought to be informed of
this communication having been made to the Brazilian Government, it is my
intention to forward to His Lordship copies of the correspondence.

‘T have the honour to be, &c.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
. &e, &e, &ea

 

{Inclosure 1 in No. 34, 6b.)

Rio de Janeiro, December 2, 1818.

THE Undersigned, &c. &c. &c. in obedience to the instructions which
the has just received from his Court, has the honour to communicate to M.
the Commander Thomas Antoniode Villanova Portugal, &c. &c. &c. by
the.inclosed document, the restrictions imposed by the laws of Great Britain,
upon the furnishing of succours to foreign vessels employed in the Slave

tade, which may touch in the ports of the British Colonies, in order that
Portuguese subjects engaged in that traffic may be made acquainted with the
risk to which they expose themselves if they entet the port of the Cape, un-
‘less forced there by stress.of weather, the perils of the sea, or some such
‘unforeseen and inevitable accident.

The Undersigned, &c.

| (Signed) HI. CHAMBERLAIN,
“His Excellency M. de Villanova Portugal,

“&e. &e.  &e. a
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(Inclesure2.in. Ne. 34, 6)

(Franslation.)

Palace of Santa Cruz, Decembera, 181 8.

THE Undersigned,&c. &c. &c. acknowledges the receipt ofthe nota
which Mr, Chamberlain, &c. &c. &c, addressed to him on the 2d instant,
communicating to him by order of hie Court, in the copy he sent, the
opinion of the Crown Lawyers upon the restrictions which the laws of Great
Britain impose on the furnishing succour to foreign vessels employed in the
Slave Tra e, that may touch at.the English colonies;and,having imrmedi-
ately laid it before the King his Master, has to acquaint Mr. Chamberlain
that His Majesty, as soon as he learnt this official communicatiog, erdered
it to be immediately transmitted to the. Royal Junta of Commerce, to be ’
made known té the merchants interested in being informed of this notice,

. The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) THOMAS ANTONIO DE VILLANOVA PORTUGAL,

Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

&e &e &e..

 

No. $5,b.

Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to G. W. Chad, Esq., His Majesty's Minister
Plenipotentiary at the Court ofthe Netherlands, &c.

Sir, foreign Office, February 23d 1819.

I AM directed by Lord Castlereagh to call your attention to the sixth
Article of the Treaty concluded at the Hague in May last, between His
“Majesty and the King of the Netherlands, for the more complete abolition
of the Slave Trade, of which, for more easy reference, a copy is herewith
transmitted to you. oo
Bythis’Article it is stipulated that “The ships of the royal navies of the

two nations, which shall hereafter be destiried to prevent the Traffic inSlaves,
shall bé furnished with instructions wrjtten in the Dutch and English lan-
guages, and signed for the vessels of. each of the two Powers by the Minis-
ters of their respective marine.” The instructions hereinalluded to are an-
nexed to the Treaty; but, as that instrument was signed in the English and
French languages, no translation of them in the Dutch language has ever
been received in this country; I am therefore directed to request that you
will, without delay, apply to Baron Nagell for an official copy of the said In-
structions in the Dutch language, and that you will forward it to Lord Cas-
tlereagh. . oO
The Treaty having been: received in this country: last year, immediately

previous to the dissolution of Parliament, there was not time, before that
event took place, to bring in and pass the Act necessary to authorize the ap-
pointment-of the Commissions at SierraLeone and atSurinam, as provided by
that Treaty. . : 7 se
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This Act is'now on the ‘point ofbeing passed into a Law, and Commis-sioners on His Majesty's part will be forthwith selected,whose nomina.
tion wilt be duly notified through you to the Government of the Nether-
lands. . a .

- In communicating this information to M. de Nagell, I am to request that
ou will ascertain and report to Lord Castlereagh, how far the GovernmentofHis. Netherland Majesty have proceeded in the measures to be taken on

their part; and that you will, ifyou should find it necessary, urge His
Excellency to hasten the steps which it may be proper for them to a opt inexecutionofthe Treaty in question. ° |

I have the honour to be, &c.
G. W. Chad, Esq. — (Signed) . JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun.

. &e. &e. &e. 7

 

No. 36, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to Henry Chamberlain, Esq. &c.

Sir, Foreign Office, February 28, 1819.

IN reference to the subject of my other dispatches of this year,
I have to desire that you will call the immediate attention.of the Govern-
ment of ‘His Most Faithful Majesty to the Convention .concluded on the
28th of July 1817, between Great Britain and Portugal, for the prevention
ofthe Trafficin Slaves. You will endeavour to learn from them what steps
have been taken on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, with
respect to the stipulations of the fourth Article of that Convention;
with regard. to the passports to be furnished to vessels legally engaged in
the traffic, and of the seventh Article, on the instractions to be issued to

‘ ships of war destined to prevent the illicit traffic, and you will urge the
adoption of such measures as may still remain to be taken for putting
into activity the regulations therein agreed uponforeffecting the object
of the Convention. :

Tam, &.,

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

&e. &e. Ke —

 

No. 37, b.

G. W.Chad, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Esq. &c. dated Brussels, February 28,
| -1819.—Received March 4, 1819. . .

Sin,

IN obedience to the directions contained in your dispatch of the. 23d in-
stant, I lost no time in applying to the Government of the Netherlands for
an official copy in the Dutch language, of the instructions to be given to the
Commanders of the vessels which are to be employed by the Netherland
Government to prevent the Traffic in Slaves.
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-Tat the same time requested, that such information as Lord Castlereagh
desires to obtain should be afforded me, respectiug the measures taken by the
King of the Netherlands, in compliance with the stipulations of the Treaty
of the 4th of May 1818. co
‘As reference must be made to the Ministers of Marine, and of the Colo-
nies, the former of whom, with his Department, is fixed at the Hague; it
appears that some days.must necessarily elapse before I can completely carry
into effect the instructions conveyed in your dispatch of the 23d instant.

In the mean while I have the honourto inclosé. the Baron de Nagell’s
answer to my application, and a copy of the law which has been passed by
the Netherland Government for the prevention of the Slave Trade.

I have the honour, &c,
Joseph Planta, Esq. (Signed) ~— G, W. CHAD.

&e. &e. &e.
EAE

(Inclosure 1 in No. 37, 6.)

Brurelles, le 27 Fevrier 18)9.
LE Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, a l’honneur de communi-

quer ci-joint 4 Monsieur Chad, Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Bri-
tannique, un exemplaire de la loi, qui en vertu de l’Article 1 du Traité de la
Haye du 4 Mai 1818, a émanée Ie 20 Novembre dernier, pour reprimer
efficacement la Traite des Esclaves, deja defendue par dispositions antérieures,
‘Le Soussigné ne manquera pas d’informer également Monsieur Chad, des

‘arrangemens qui seront pris pas le Gouvernement des Pays Bas pour I'exé.
cution des Articles du Traité, qui regardent la formation des CoursMixtes,
et lui transmettra la copie des instructions pour les vaisseaux croiseurs aussi).
t6t qu’elles auront été portées @ sa connaisance, ce A quoi il a invité les de-
partemens qui le concerne.

_ I] profite de cette oceasion pour renouveller, &c. .
MonsieurChad, (Signé) A. W.C, DE NAGELL,

&e. &c. &e.

 

(Translation of Inclosure 1 in No. 37, 6.)

Brussels, February 27th, 1819.

THEUndersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has the honour to transmit,
inclosed to Mr. Chad, His Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, a
copy of the Decree, which, in virtue of the first Article of the Treaty con-
cluded at the Haguc on the 4th May 1818, was enacted on the 20th ofNovem-
ber last, with a view effectually to suppress the Trade in Slaves, already pro-
hibited by former regulations.
The undersigned will not fail also to inform Mr. Chad of the arrangements

which will be made by the Netherland Government for the execution of the
Articles of the Treaty which relate to the establishment of the MixedCourts,
and will transmit to him a copy of the instructions for the cruizing vessels
the moment he shall have received them, having requested the proper depart-
ments to furnish him with them.

He avails himself of this opportunity to renew, &c. &c. &e.
Mr. Chad, (Signed) . A. W.C, DE NAGELL.
&e. §e. §e.
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‘(Inclosure 2 in No. 37, b.).

Journal Oficiel du Royaume des Pays-Bas.

Loi du 20 Novembre 1818, contenant des dispositions pénales, pour ‘em-

pécher et réprimer la Traite desNégres,

_ NOUS Guillaame, par la grace de Dieu, Roi des Pays-Bas, Prince d’Orange-
Nassau, Grand Duc de Luxembourg, &c. &c. &c.

A tous ceux qui les présentes-verront, salut! Savoir faisons +
Ayant pris en considération, non seulement que, par notre arrété du 15

Juin 1814, nous avons mis en oeuvre des mesures préalables pour réprimer
la Traite des Négres ; mais encore que, par l’Article 8 du Traité du 13 ‘Aout

1814, ainsi que par l’Article Prémier du Traité ultérieur du 4 Mai dernier,
respectivement conclusavec la Grand-Bretagne, nous nous sommes en agés
d'une maniére solemnelle 4 réprimer et empécher efficacement, par des. ispo-
sitions pénales, ce commerce si déshonorant pour l’humanité.

A ces causes, Notre Conseil d’Etat entenda, et de commun accord avec les
Etats-Généraux, avons statué, et statuons.

ARTICLE I. °

A compter de la publication de la présente Loi, il ne sera permis 4 aucon
de nos,sujets, et généralement .& aucun individu qui se trouverait-dans I’éten-
‘due de Notre Royaume, de faire la Traite des Négres, ni de prendre, di-
rectement ou indirectement, part 4 ce commerce, soit en armant ou équip-

‘ pant des vaisseaux ou navires a cet effet, ou en participant, au méme effet, dans
Jarmement d’aucuns batimens nationaux ou autres; soit en les frétant ou
affrétant sciemment pour cet usage; soit en allant quérir, ou acheter, ven-
dant ou échangeant, et en introduisant ou faisant introduire, ouvertement on.
dune maniére clandestine des Négres comme Esclaves dans quelque colonie
‘ou établissement des Pays-Bas, situé hors de ’'Europe, ou méme dans des
colonies ou établissemens étrangers, a peine, pour les contrevenanset leurs com-
plices, d'une amendede _5,000 florins ct en outre de réclusion pour cing
années. oO

ARTICLE IL.

Seront punis des mémes peines, les Capitaines de navires, pilotes et sub-
récargues qui auront pris service 4 bord d'un batiment, sachant qu'il était em-
ployéa la Traite des Négres, et qui auront ainsi exercé ou favorisé ce com-
inerce illicite, soit pour leur propre compte, soit pour compte dautrui.

ARTICLE III.
Les matelots et autres gens de l’équipage qui auront eu connaissance, que le

batiment sur lequel ils servent, était destiné& faire ow favoriser la Traite des
Négres, seront punis dun emprisonnement de six mois au moins, et de deux
années au plus. “Ceux qui viendront 4 lapprendre par la suite, sont dés ce
monient quittes et déchargés de leur engagement, et ils seront tenus, sous.
la méme peine, de quitter le service dés quils pourront le faire sans. danger.’
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ARTICLE IV.

La peine @emprisonnement mentionnée a T’Article 3, sera de méme en.
courue par tous Assureurs, Courtiers de Commerce, Courtiers de Navires et

- autres, qui auront assuré quelque vaisseau ou navires ou qui en auront favorisd
Paffrétement en quelque maniére que se soit, sachant qu'il était destiné a jg
Traite des Négres; en outre leur patente sera sur le champ supprimée, sang

qu'il puisse dans Ja suite, leur en étre délivré de semblable.

' ARTICLE V.

Les dispositions pénales ci-dessus énoncées, ne seront néanmoins nulle-
ment applicables aucasot des Esclaves actuellement existans dans les colo-
nies, ou leurs enfans nés ou & naitre, viendraient & étre transportés dans les
Indes Occidentales, soit d’une colonie des Pays-Bas aune autre, oud’une colonie
étrangére & une autre ou d'une colonie des Pays-Bas, ‘& une colonie étrangére,
ou dune colonie étrangére 4 une colonie des Pays-Bas, ou enfin d’tne colonie
quelconque dans les Indes Occidentales 4 une autre partie; déclarons au con-
traire bien expressément que nul ne pourra, en aueune maniére, étre inquiété
4 ce sujet, attendu que le dit transport n’est point compris dans lcs prohibi-
tions de la présente Loi.

ARTICLE VI.

_ Pareillement les peines comminées par Ja présente Loi, ne pourront étre
réndues applicables 4 ceux qui auront sauvé et secouru quelque b4&timent
chargé d'Eselaves, se trouvant en. détresse, ou bien qui autont recu & bord des
‘Esclaves embarqués suruntel batiment, pourvu'qu’a son entrée dans le pre-
‘mier port od il viendra & relacher, le Capitaine ou Patronen fasse déclaration
en bonne forme dans les vingt-quatre heures. _
© Mandons et ordonnons que la présente Loi soit insérée au Journal Officiel,
~et que Nos Ministres et autres autorités quelle concerne, tiennent strietement
‘Ja main a son exécution. oo a

-- Donnéa Bruxelles, le 20 Novembre de l’'an.1818, et de Notre Ragne
cinquiéme. , -

. Par le Roi, ce
J. G. DE MEY VON SHEEFKERK.

Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 37,b.):

Official Gazette of theKingdom of the Netherlands.

Law of November 1818, denouncing penalties, in order to prevent and
check the Slave Trade.

WE, William, by the Grace of God, King of the Netherlands, Prince of
Orange-Nassau, Grand Duke of Luxembourg, &c. &e. &e.

_ To all those who shall see the presents, greeting: we notify
Having taken into consideration that, by ourdecree of June 15, 1814, we

~ have employed preliminary measures for checking the Slave ‘Frade, and also -
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that, by Article 8 ofthe Treaty of August 13, 1914, a9 well-as b Article I.
that OY atonal Treaty ofMarch 4th last, respectively concludedwith Great
Britain, we have solemnly engaged, by denouncing punishments, efectuelly
to arrestgadyippee thattraffic,wine ise erseracsfil to hamanity. .

Therefore We, after hearing our Council of State, aud communicating wit!
- the States General, have decreed, and do decree: Be ons ™

:

_ARTICLE I.
| From the date of the publication of the present Lew, none of our subjects,gad,in general,noone residing withia our kingdom shall be permitted to carryon the Slave Trade, or to participate, either direetly or indirectly, in this
traffic, either by fitting out vesselsorships ior that purpose, or by taking part,
to the same end, in the equipment of any national or other vessels, whether
by engaging or by letting them designedtyforsuch use; or by going for, buy-
ing, selling, exchanging and importing,or causing to be imported, cither
openly or clandestinely, Slaves into avy colony or settlement ofthe Nether-
lands, outof Europe, or even into foreign colonies or patabhishments, under

. pain: to transgressors and their accomplices, of a fine of 5,000 florins, in ad-
' ditionto five years imprisonment.

- ARTICLE if.

Shall be punished, likewise, the ‘masters of vessels, steersmen and super-
cargoes,that shall haye entered themselves on board a vessel, knowing her to

'- be eniployed im the Slave Trade, and wiio shallthus have exercised or favoured
that illicit traffic, whether for their ewa account or that of another,

ARTICLE If, -

Sailers and other persons composing the crew. who haveknowa the vessel
ou which they have engaged themeelves to be intended ‘to carry on or
favour the Slave Trade, shail beliable to be insprisonedforsix moths at least,-
or for a term not exceeding two years; those wheebtain knowledge of it
thereafter, shall from that moment be released and discharged from their
engagemests, and shall be obliged under the same penalty to quit the service
as soon as they shall be able so to do without risk, ~

. ARTICLE Iv.
. The imprisonment mentioned in Article 3, shall be incurred by all under-
writers, brokers, ship brokers.:and others who shall have insured any vessel
or ship, or who shall ‘have favoured the: letting af any vessel whatsoever,
knowing her to be destined for the-Slave Trade; besides, their licenceshall
‘immediately be taken away, nor ‘shall they ever ‘be capable of receiving
‘another,

a ARTICLE V. .

| Thepenalties.denounced above, however, shall not apply.in caseany Slaves
actuallyfound in the coloniesor their children, whether born ortobe born,
should happen to be transferred within the West Indies, cither from a.Nether-

415
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Yand colony to another, or from a Netherland colony to a foreign, settlement,
- or from a foreign colony to one of the Netnerlaads, or finally, from part of
any colony in the West Indies to any other part. oo
On the contrary, we declare expressly that it shall not be lawful tomolest’

any one in the least on that account, inasmuch as the transfer alluded to does
not come withia the probition set forth in the present law.

ARTICLE VI.
Neither shall it be lawful to make the penalties awarded by the present

law, bear upon those who shall have saved or succoured any veasel laden with
Slaves, when in distress, or who shall have received on board Slaves embarked
on such a vessel, provided that on their arrival in the first port which they
shall make, the master give due information of the samewithin twenty-four
hours. ,
We order and direct the present law to be inserted into the officialGazette,

and our Ministers and other Authorities whom it concerns, are enjoined to
have a watchful eye over its execution.

Done at Brussels, November 20, 1818, and of our reign the fifth.
WILLIAM.

By order of the King.
J. G. DE MEY VON SHEEFKERK.

 

No. 38, b.

G. W. Chad, Esq. to Joseph Planta, jun., Esq. &c., dated Brussels,
March 6, 1819.—Received March 13.

Sr,

I HAVE the honour to inclose toa the copy of a note addressed to me
‘by the Baron de Nagell, stating that igMajesty the King of the Netherlands
has appointed M. Van Sirtema to. be Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone.

His Excellency also observes that the other nominations provided for by
the Treaty of the Hague of the 4th May 1818, are under consideration, and
may shortly be expected to be made.

Lhave,&ec,

(Signed) G. W. CHAD.
Joseph Planta, jun., Esq.

&e. &e. &e.

 

(Inclesure in No. 38, 6.)

Bruxelles, te 8 Mai 1819,
POUR faire suite 4 la note du Soussigié, Ministre des AffairesEtrangéres,

en date du 27 Fevrier, il s’empresse d’informer M. Chad, Ministre Plenipo-
tentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, que M. Le Major Van Sirtema a été
nominé Juge a Sierra Leone; conformementaux Stipulations du Traité de la
Haye du 4 Mai 1818, et qu’il se rendra bientét A sa Jestination. .
Quant aux autres nominations encore a faire en vertu du Traité, ‘le

Ministre des Colonies a frevenu le Soussigné, qu'il soumettra incessament 2
Yapprobation de Sa Majesté un Rapport sur cette matiére ; et qu'il ne man-
quera pas d’instruire le Departement des Affaires Etrangazes aussitét du
resultat. OS
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M. Chad, voudra bien en attendant une nouyelle communication, trans-
mettre ces renseignemens 4 Son Gouvernement; et agréer l’assurance de la
haute considération que le Soussigné se fait un plaisir de lui renouveller a
cette occasion. .
M cur Chad (Signé) A. W. C. DE NAGELL.

onseeUur aa,

&e. &e. &c.

 

(Translation of Inclosure in No. 38, b)

Brussels, May 5, 1819.
AS a sequel to the note of the Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

dated the 27th February, he hastens to inform Mr. Chad, His Britannic
Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary, that Major Van Sirtema.has been
appointed Judge at Sierra Leone, conformably to the Stipulations of the
Treaty dated at the, Hague the 4th May 1818, and thathewill set out imme-
diately for the place of his destination.
As to the other appointments still to be made in virtue of the Treaty, the

Minister for the colonies has informed the Undersigned, that he will forth-
with lay before The King for HisMajesty's approbation, a report upon the |
subject, and that he will not fail to acquaint the Foreign Department imme-
diately with the result.

In the mean time, and previous to any fresh communication, Mr. Chad
vill have the goodness to inform his Government of these appointments,
and to accept the assurance of the high consideration which the Under.
signed has the pleasure of renewing to him upon this occasion.

. (Signed) A. W. C. DE NAGELL.
Mr. Chad,

Se. §e. &e.

 

No. 39, b.

G. W. Chad, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh,K. G. &c. &e., dated Brussels,
March 26, 1819.—Received March 29.

My Lorp,

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship a notification which I
have received from the Baron de Nagell, of appointments made in conformity
with the Treaty signed at the Hague on the 4th of May 1818—namely, that
of Mr. P. J. Changnior to be Judge, and of Mr. J. P. Graafland to be Arbitra-
tor, and of Mr. T. C. Guicheret to be Secretary, of the Mixed Commission
which is to reside at Surinam.
The Baron de Nagell has also informed me, that the instructions in the

Dutch language for the cruisers of the Netherland Navy which will be em-
ployed. in the prevention ofthe Slave Trade, are in a state ofprogress, and will

very shortly communicated to His Majesty’s Government.

I have, &c.
Viseount Castlereagh, K.G. (Signed) G. W. CHAD.

Se. &e. &e.
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(Inclosure in No. 39, 6.)

Baron de Nagell to G. W. Chad, Esq. &c.

 Brucelles, le 25 Mars 1819.

LE Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres & Vhonneur de prevenir
M. Chad, Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, qu’en exé.
cution de l’Article If. pour les Cours de Justice Mixte a établir en verty
des stipulations du Traité de la Haye du 4 Mai 1818, le Roi des Pays Bas 3
nommé Juge de la Cour qui residera a Surinam, Monsieur P.J. Changnior,
Secretaire de la Cour dePolice ct de Justice Criminelle dans la dite Colonie,
Arbitre, Monsieur P. J. Graafland, Membre dela Cour de Justice Civile éga-

lement a Surinam, et Secretaire, Monsieur J.C. Guicheret, Premier Commis,
attaché a la Secretairerie du Gouvernement de cetie possession.
Le Soussigné prie M. Chad de porter ces differentes nominations 4 la con-

maissance de son Gouvernement, et lui renouvelle, &c. &e. &c.

(Signé) A. M. C. DE NAGELL.
Monsieur Chad,

&e. &e. &e.

(Translation of Inclosure inNo. 39, 6.)

Brussels, March 25,1819.

‘THE Undersigned, Minister forForeign Affairs, has the honour to, inform
Mr. Chad, His Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, that: in execu-
tion of the second Article, respecting the Mixed Courtsof Justice to be estab-
lished in virtue of the stipulations of the Treaty concluded at the Hague the-
Ath May 1818, the King of the Netherlands has appointed as Judge of the
Court, to reside at Surinam, Mr. P. J. Changnior, Secretary of the Police
‘Court and of Criminal Justice in the said Colony; as Arbitrator, Mr. J. P.
‘Graafland, a Member ofthe Court of Civil Justice, also at Surinam; and as
Secretary, Mr. J. C. Guicheret, First Clerk attached to the Secretary‘of the
Government of that settlement.
The Undersigned requests Mr. Chad will acquaint his Government with

these different appointments, and renews to him, &c.. &c. &c.
(Signed) A. W. C. DE NAGELL.

Mr. Chad,

Se. &e. &e.

 

No. 40, b.

ViscountCastlereagh to the Countde Palinella, ec.

Foreign Office, March 29, '¥819.
_ LORD CASTLEREAGH presents his compliments to the Count de
Palmelia, and in reference to the terms in which, by inadvertence, the
territories of Molembo and Cabinda are described in the secand Article
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of the Convention signed between the two Courts at Lon
of July 1817, as being on the eastern coast of Africa, Lord Castlerenthas the honour to propose to the Count de Palmella, that a Declaration
as suggested in the inclosed paper, be forthwith signed by the Count and
by Lord Castlereagh, jointly and in duplicate, and that the same be ar-
sexed to the Convention in question, in order to obviate the possibility of
any misunderstanding on the subject ia any quarter whatsoever. y
Count de Palnella, (Signed) — CASTLEREAGH

&c. &e. &Ke. °

Mem—The inclosure is given in a complete shape in No. 8 Class A

of these papers.
3 A.

 

No. 41, b.

His Excellency Sir Heury Wellesley to ViscountCastlereagh, K.G. &e. §e.5

dated Madrid, March15, 1819.—Received April 1.

My Lorp,

I HAVE the honour to acknowledgethe receipt of your Lordship’s dis-
atch, dated the 31st instant, and having made the necessary representation

tothe Spanish Government relative to the appointment of the Commissioners
to reside at Sierra Leone, conformably to the stipulations of the Slave Trade
Treaty, I have received a reply from the Marquess of Casa Irujo, in which he
announces that the Spanish Commissioners, Messieurs Camps and Le Fer
have been directed to proceed to Cadiz, and agrces that the contingent ex-
pences of the two Commissioners shall be equally borne by the British and
Spanish Governments. . .
The Spanish Commissioners have already left Madrid for Cadiz.
. I have, &c.

Viscount: Castlereagh, (Signéd) H:. WELLESLEY.
&e. &e.  &e.

 

No. 42, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to HisMajesty's CommissionersatRio de Janeiro.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, April 3d 1819.

IN reference to the second Article of the Convention between Great Britain

and Portugal of the 28th of July 1817, I send to you fer your information a
copy of an arrangement, which has this day been signed by the Count de
Palmella and: myself, respecting ‘the expressions made use of in the Article

in question, as to the situation of the territories of Molembo and Cabinda.

You will communicate to your Portuguese Colleagues a certified copy
of this.document; and you will consider yourselves autherised to take cogni-

zance of it in your proceedings, as an integral part ofthe Convention ofthe
28th of July 1817. Tam, &c,

(Signed) - CASTLEREAGH.

Eis Majesty's Commissionersat Rio de Janeiro,
&e. &e. Ke.

dea. The inclosure is already given in No, 8, Class. A. of these papers.
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No. 43, b.

‘Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &ey dated
Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1819.—Received April 3, 1819. .

MrLoan,

I HAVE the honour to inclose a statement of the ships that have arrived
in this port during the last year, with Slaves from the Coast of Africa, shew-
ing the number that was landed, and the number that died during the

Pe " I have the honour to be, &c.
Viscount Castlereagh, KG. (Signed) " H. CHAMBERLAIN,

&e. &e. &e,

 

(Inelosure in No. 43, b.,

ACCOUNT of the Number of Slaves imported into the City of Rio de
Janeiro, during the Year 1818,

 

 

     

Date. Names. 7 Class. Whence, " Numbers. Deaths.'
embarked.

Jan. 4/Trajano - - - Brig. | Cabinda 449 33
12} FelizAmericano -| - Brig | Cabinda "419 -|.. -19
14} Perolade Norto -j}°- Ship | Mozambique! 421°| 161

Feb. 1ljIsqueira - - - Brig Kilimane 584 | 84
11| Feliz Eugenia - =| Ship Cabinda 633 37
16| Reyno do Brazil - Brig |Cabinda 400 15
21} Ligeiro - - - -} Brig | Cabinda M41 8
22| Conde da Barca - Ship {| Cabinda 451 21
22|Grio Penedo - - Brig |Cabinda 428 8
2 3|/Serpente - - - Brig Cabinda 438 | 24

‘ @4}Pastora - - - - Brig -{ Mozambique} 479 79
March 1} Aurora do Cabo - Brig | Kilimane 430 89

3| Marianna Daphne Bug Cabinda 345 19
9] Livramento- - —| . Bng Benguela 541. 32
17 | Triumfo do Rio -{| Brig Cabiuda 222 27
20} Athaneu - ~- - Brig Cabinda — 870 2
‘£2! Feliz Carlota - -| Schooner| Cabinda | 295 38°
25| St. Jozé Diligente {| Ship Kilimane 464 238
25|Annado Rio - ~- | Schooner|Cabinda 341 24
40} Lusitania - - -| Ship |Cabinda 669 | 48

April g|Amizade - - - | Schooner|Angola | 487. 59
9| St. Joio Americano Brig Cabinda | 371 { 62

10; Saudade do Sul - Brig Cabinda 286 a7
18.) Delfing - - - - Ship Cabinda 409. 135
22|Olimpiae - - ~ Ship | Cabinda 4Al 73
22}; Voador - - - -{ Ship |Cabinda | 463 39
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Date. Names. . Cae: __Mhenee. . owen, Deaths.

May’ 8|Vulcano- - - -] Brig -| Angola 444y, iy | Maria Thomagia -| Ship — en 305 2
June 14} Unido Feliz - - - Ship Mozambique| 659 22915] Emilia -"- = +} Brig | Cabinda 392 |. 102"76 {Santa Rose. > + -{ Brig . |Cabinda | 800 | 7

19], Principe eal -. -| ‘Brig: |Cabinda . |. 494 105
21} Amalia - = - -| Ship {Angola . | 820 | 69
29]BomFim - + +] Schooner|Benguele | 572 | 33

Aug. 1] GeneralSilveira -{ Brig | Cabtada | 405 14Aa|Voador ---> ~| Brig |Cabinds | 367 | 9-‘20, Patrocinio. . = - Sepooner Cabinda 239 | oo
a4) Maria - «> =| $hip  }Cabinda | 480-1 13

Sept. $j Elisa- .- - -~-~-4 Smack |Cabinda | - 288 6
‘37 |Deligente - - -|| Schooner:|\Cabinda .| 118 | isg0|Luiza - - - -| Brig” }Angola | 569 | . 56
241 St. PedtodoSul -j{ Brig | Benguela | 440- “9

Oct. 10] Feliz Americano -| Brig _,} Cabinds or tt
— 14 Ludeving (- "= =‘ Ship,Riodaire 4 408 f° 1
28 ‘Reyao,do Beaail -| Brig {Cabinda | 335 | 1

Nov, 10 Ligeiro oe Brig {Cabmda | 394. 0
Dec. 2. | Feliz Eugenia - -| Ship ,| Cabjnda 483 4

‘7{Mercurio -- - +| Brig |Benguela | 492 120
8) Asia - - ---.-1. Brig. |€abignda ‘| aaa bt 6
14 Feliz Carlotta -' - | Schooner.| Cabinda. || 265 1}. 6
18} Isgueira - - -} Brig .| Mozambique} 544 | 148
23| Leopoldina - - = Ship ‘|, Cabinda- 2 ee 2
27 Serpente.- - -| Brig |Mozambique} 375-| 82

Fetal. ..499,281 $9429"

 

.Na, 44,-b.

| Kiscount: Castlereagh to .G. W. Chad, Esq. §e.

Sir, Foreign Office, April 6, 1819.

ET HEREWITH ‘transmit to you the copy ofaJetter, with its inclosures,
from the African Dffice, in whicli it is stated, that great encotiragemicnt is still
givento the SlaveTrade bythe supply of canoes to vessels engagedin that.
traffie from the Dutch settlement of Elmina¢ and Ianto ‘request that’ you
will lose 'no-time itlaying these facts before theGovernment ofHis Netherlaid
Majesty, and urge them to take such measures for the représsion’ofthe abuse
complained of, asthey may judge most likely toeffectthe object desired.

_ Tam, &e

Signed) - CASTLEREAGH.
G. B.. Ched,. Esq.

&e. &e. Ke,
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(UInclosure 1 in No. 44, 2.)

Whe Secretary to .the African Institution te. Pescount Castlereagh, K. G.
Se. &e.

. African Office, .,
-My Lorp, Frederick's Place, Mareh.30, 1819,

I HAVE already ‘had the honour of addressing your Lordship, by
sdesire of the Committee of the Company of Merchants trading to Bie
dnclosing extracts from their dispatches on the subject of : the’ Foreign
Slave Trade carried on upon the Gold Coast, and” by their ‘direction
I now inclose extracts from_a farther dispatch from the Governor and Council
dated the 10th January last, by which ‘your Lordship will see that. .Porty.
guese and Spanish vessels are stil] supplied with canoesat ‘the Dutch settic. _

their Trade: (in Slaves) to the north of the Lire.””
This conduct on the part of the Dutch is the more to, be censured and

wegretted, as your Lordship will perceive by another part of the said dis.
patch, that “the spirit of agriculture has gained considerable’ ground
amongst thenatives, several cargoes of corn having lately been. shipped from
Acera, and other parts of the coast.” .

I am directed by the Committee to express to your Lordship ther
thorough conviction, that when the Slave Traders shall be completely driven
from the. Gold Coast {to which the refusal of the Dutch fortsto supply
them with canoes would operate essentially) a very rapid advance may be
amade in the.amelioration of the condition of the natives, by the extension

_ment at Elmina, ‘‘ without which, those vessels would be unable to pr,P osecute

' .

-of agriculture and legitimate commerce.
-{ have the honour to be, &c.

. ; (Signed) ' §. COCK,,Secretary. |
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. ' oe 3

 &. &. &e.

 

(CInclosure 2 in No. 44, 6.)

Extract from the Dispatch received by the Committee of the African Com-
pany from the Governor and Council at Cape Coast Castle, dated
January 10, 1819. ‘

BOTH Portuguese and Spanish Slave vessels continue to call at Elmina
~ -6n their way to’Leeward, and the illegitimate trade which they are enga

in, is considérably encouraged by the assistance they receive from thu Dutch.
The number of Portuguese vessels especially, bas oflate’ very much increased,
and at Elmina they are suppliedwith canoes, without which they would be
unable to prosecute their trade north of the Line. ; a co

_ We feel gratified in informing you, that the spirit ofagriculturehasgained
considérableground among the natives. Several cargoes of corn have been
shipped from Accra and other parts of the coast. It this stimulus continues
to be offered to their exertions, they will become so convinced of the benefits
that will accrue to them, that we trust we.may soon look forward to extensive
cultivation.
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No. 45, b.. .

‘Viscount ‘Castlereagh to-Henry Chamberlain,Esq. Be.

Sia, . Foreign Office, April 7, 1819.
IN reference to my dispatch of the 31st January 1819, I am to ac.

quaint you, thatMr. Gregory, His Majesty's Commissary Judge at Sierra
Leone, has received his Commission and Instructions, andwillsail for his
destination in the course of this week. You will communicate this cir-
cumstance to‘the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, and you will
urge them, if their Commissioners shall not already have been dispatched,
to give directions fer their proceeding to Sierra Leone without delay.

 

: I am, &e.,

Jonru ¢ (Signed) CASTLEREAGH,
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. ;

> &e. &e &e.

No. 46, b.

Viscount Castlereagh tp Sir Henry Wellesley, K..B. &c..
Exr RACT. . Foreign Office, April 8, 1820.

« 1 SEND to your Excellency herewith the copies of three dispatches
under dates of the 12th, the 19th, and the 20th of. November 1819, re-
ceived from HisMajesty’s Commissioners resident at Sierra Leone, under

_ the Treaties for preventing the illegal Traffic in Slavés. |
: You will perceive from these dispatches the necessity which exists,that
the Commissioners of His Catholic Majesty at that settlement should be

. furnished, on several points therein alluded to, with instructions, the want
of which bas been the occasion of some misunderstanding, ‘and of much
inconvenience, in the proceedings of the Mixed.Commission. ..

Theprincipal point to which 1 here advert, and on which I request
our Excellency will lose no time in inviting the attention of the Spanish
Government, is, the form of practice to be observed in the proceedings of
‘the Court of Commission, as referred to in the:second and following
Articles of the Regulations annexed to the, Treaty of the 23d of Sep--
tember-1817. ;

- On this point, 1 send to-your Excellency a printed copy of memoranda
of proceedings in the Court of Admiralty here, drawn up under the
superintendance of Sir William Scott, for the information and guidance,
as far as circumstances would allow, of the Mixed Commissions; and 1
wish your Excellency to submit these to the Spanish Government, and urge
them, in as far-as they may not see any thing objectionable therein, to.
instruct their Commissioners at Sierra Leone, to accede to the adoption
-of these memoranda as the basis of the form of ‘their proceedings. You
will particularly also pressupon the Governmentof HisCatholic Majesty >
theadoptioir‘of thepracticeof allowing Proctors 6r’ Agents of the parties
fo act, on the fair and indisputable ground that it will be impossible for

423
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‘ihe parties, on the one side and the other, to bring forward their evidence
so fully and elearly themselves, as by their Proctors, for the satisfaction
of the endsofjustice. oe
You will represent to the Spanish Goveriiment the expediency ofsending

out; without delay, such instructions on the point above alluded to, As
‘shall obyiate the serious inconvenience hitherto felt ftom the want, as it

vibe cere2oufive Majestynow at Sirebeengiven to the Commis.

| , (Signed) CASTLEREAGH,
His ExceilensySirHowry Wellesley, K. B,

. ‘&e, “&o, ‘&e. ‘

Mem. TheAngiosutes alluded to in thisdispatch are all contained in

thecorrespondence with HisMajesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone,—.

Class-A, efthese papers.

OO re

No. 47, b.

G. W. Chad, Esq. ta Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.&c. &c., datedBrussels,
April 19, 1819.—Received April 23.

My Lorp,

IN obedience to -the Instructions transmitted to-me-by ‘your Lordship,
I represented without loss of time to the Baron‘'de Nagell, the abuses
pointed ‘out’ by the Governor and Council of Cape Coast Castle, and the
anxiety of His Majesty’s Government, that such practices tending to facili-
tata the Slave Trade, should -be effectually repressed.“ His. Excellency gave
me the strongest:verbalassuranceg that the matter of the consplaint: should
beinvestigated without-delay, and that the determination of The Kingfor
the repression of thistraffic should be carriédjntoentire-and complete effect.

-I had’also an opportunityof mentioning thesebjectto M.de! Falck, the
Secretary of ~State for'the Colonial. Department, and I received: similar:
assurancesfrom that Minister. ,

‘Thavethe honotir- to inclase to your Lordship copies ‘of my-correspon-.
dence with thé-Baron’ de‘ Nagell, ‘and’ remain with great truth and. ‘re-.:
S} ot, &e, .. .

Pe (Signed) GW. CHAD.
ts cound- Castlereagh, K.° G. oo .

Bee he. Be

 

- (Intlosure ¥in’No. 47,6)

Brussels, April 11,. 1819.

THE Undersigned,His Britannic: Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, hes
received instructions from his Government to represent to iis Excelleney
the, Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the illegal traffic in Slaves, carried:en

by Portuguese and Spanish ships on the GoldCoast, is considerably en-
couraged by the assistance which the crews of these vessels receive frem.
Elmina, where they are supplied by the Dutch with canoes,without.which.
they would be unable to-carry on their trade North ofthe Line.
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These facts have been reported to His Majesty Government by the
ndersigned has receivedGovernor and Council atCape Coast Castle, and the

the’commands of His Royal Highness the Prince Reyent, earnestly to urge
the Dutch Government to take such measuresforthe repression of the abuse.
as may be most likely to give entire effect to the benevolent intentions which
have always‘distinguished His Netherland Majesty's Counsels on this subject
and which have lately been enforced by legislative eriactments. °°"
The Undersigned takes this opportunity of renewing to His Excellency the

Minister for Foreign Affairs the assurances of his most high consideration, -

| . (Signed)... ... <GIW. .
Baren de Nagelt, {Sig ) | W. CHAD.

§e. &e. &e.

 

(inclosure 2 tw Neo. 475 6.)

Brucelles ce 16Avril 1819. |

LE Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, a Phonneur d’accuser 3.
Monsieur Chad, Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, la recep- -
ition de sa note du 13 de ce mois, par rapport .auxfacilités: qui seraient
accordées 4 Elmina au Commerce des Esclaves, et de informer préalablement,
que te Ministre des Colonies a été chargé de recueillir Jes renseignemens qui °
seront necessaires, pour prendre tine disposition quelconque a ¢e sujet.
Le Soussigné ne manquera’ pas de faire connaitre 4 Monsieur Chad la’

‘suite qui sera donneé & sa reclamation, et le prie, &c. &c. &c.

Monsieur Chad,

&e. &e.. &e.

 

aLranslation of Inclosure2 in No. 47,3)

| Brussels, April 16, 1819...

THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has the honour to acknow- .
ledge having received from Mr. Chad, His Britannic Majesty’s Minister Pleni-
potentiary, a note dated the 13th of this month, relative to the facilities which
are said to be afforded at Elmina to the Slave Trade, and to inform him
forthwith that the Minister of the Colonies has been directed to collect the
information which will be necessary for taking any step upon the subject.
The Undersigned will not fail to make known to Mr. Clad the issueof his

request, and renews, &c. &e. &c.
(Signed) » A. W. C. DE NAGELL:

Mr. Chad, . {
&e. §e. &e.

(Signé) A. W..C. DE NAGELL.
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_. No. 48,b.

His Excellency Baron Fogel, His Netherlind Majesty's Ambassador. ix
London, to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &e..

London, May 1, 1819,
MONSIEUR CHAD, Ministre Plénipotentiaire de SaMajestéBritannique

rés Sa Majesté le Roi des Pays Bas, fut informé par deux notes SUCCESsives
I §et le 25 Mars dernier, des nominations faites par le Gouvernement des
Pays Basen exécution des stipulations du Traité du 4 Mai 1818, relativemest -
4 lorganisation des Cours Mixtes, qui, aux termes de ce Traité, siégeront a
Surinam et a Sierra Leone. ot

I] restoit4 désigner de la part des Pays Bas, larbitre qui résidera dans.
ce dernier établissement, et cet objet a éprouvé quelque retard, par la suite de |la difficulté de trouver une personne qui vouldt remplir ces fonctions,
Le soussigné Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Plénipotentiaire de Sa Ma-

jesté le RoiSes Pays Bas, vient de recevoir de son Gouvernement Yavis, que le
Ror son Auguste Souverain 4 confié ce poste au Sieur E. G. G. Bonnouvrié,
et il s’aquitte des ordres qui lui sont parvenus en méme tems, en portant par
lz présente, cette nomination & la connoissance de Son Excellerice Lord Castle-.
reagh, qu’il prie d’agréer, & cette occasion, l'assurance réitéréede sa considéra-
tion Ta plus distinguée.

Picomte Castlereagh, K. G. (Signé). H. FAGEL,
&e. &e. &e. an

No. 48, b.

(Translation.)

London, May 1st 1819.

MR. CHAD, His Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary at the
Court of His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, was informed by two
successive notes of the 5th and 25th of March last, of the nominations
made by the Government of the Netherlands, in fulflment of the stipu-
lations of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, relative to the organiza-—
tion of the Mixed Courts, which, by the terms of the Treaty, are to reside at.
Surinam and at Sierra Leone.— .

It remained on the part of the Netherlands to appoint an Arbitrator
to reside at this latter settlement, but this object has experienced some
delay in consequence of the difficultyof finding a person who would under-
take the situation.
‘he undersigned Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of His

Majesty the King of the Netherlands has just received from his’ Government
the intelligence, that the King, his august Master, has confided this post. to
Mr. E. G. G. Bonnouvrié, and he fulfils the orders which reached him
at the same time, by making this nomination known to Lord Castlereagh,
whom he requests on this occasion to accept the assurance of his highest
consideration.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) H. FAGEL.
Se. &e. &e. |
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No.: 49, b.

G. W. Chad, Esq. t Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. Se. &c., dated Brussels,.
April 29, 1819.—Received May 2.

My Lorp,

1 HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship the copy of a note ad-
dressed to me by the Baron de Nagell, announcing the appointment of Mon-.
sieur E. G. G. Boninouvrié to be Arbitrator at Sierra Leone, in conformity
with the stipulations of the Treaty signed at the Hague upon the 4th of |
May 1818.

I have, &c.

| (Signed) G. W. CHAD.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

§e. &e. &e.

 

(CInclosure in No. 49, 6.)

Bruxelles le 24 Avril 1819.

LE Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, 4 lhonneur de prevenir

Monsieur Chad, Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, que le.
Roi des Pays-Bas a nommé Monsieur E. G. G. Bonnouvrié, Arbitre prés la

Cour de Justice mixte & Sierra Leone, en vertu des stipulations du Traité de.

la Haye du4Mai 1818. . | —_

Il prie Monsieur Chad de porter cette nomination a Ia connaissance de Son
Gouvernement, et lui renouvelle, &c. &c. &c.

(Sing) A. W.C. DE NAGELL.
Monsieur Chad,
&e. &e. &e.

 

(Translation of Inclosure in No. 49, 6.)

Brussels, April 24, 1819.

THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has the honour to inform.
Mr. Chad, His Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, that the King
of the Netherlands has appointed Monsieur E. G. G. Bounouvrié, Arbitrator
to the mixed Court of Justice at Sierra Leone, in virtue of the stipulations
of the Treaty concluded at the Hague, the 4th May 1818.
He requests Mr. Chad to acquaint His Government with this appoint-

ment, and renews to himi, &c. &c. &c.

(Signed) A. W. C. DE NAGELE.
Mr. Chad,

Se. &e.  &e.
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- No. 50;.b._

HenryChamberlain, £sq., to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. &., dated
Rio de Janeiro, February 20, 1819.—Received May 3.

My Lorp,

I HAD the honour to receive, on the 2d instant, your Lordship’s dispatch‘dated 27th November last, containing a letter from His RoyalHighnes thePrince Regent to Mis Most Faithful Majesty, on the subject of theunre-
stricted: abolitionof the traffic in Slaves throughout His Majesty’s dominionsand directing me, immediately on receipt thereof, to solicit an audience ofHis Most Faithful Majesty, for the purpose of delivering the said letter into
His Majesty’s hands.

I lost no time in obeying your Lordship’s instructions ; and having previ-
ously communicated with the other Foreign Ministers on this most important
and interesting object, I addressed to M. de Villanova Portugal on the 4th
instant the request for an audience, of which I have the honour to inclose a
copy.
he Envoys of Austria and Prussia havingreceived -similar instructions

from their Courts, accompanied by letters from their respectiveSovereigns
to His Most Faithful. Majesty, made similar requests for an audience.
On the 15th instant, we ‘each received intimations dated the 13th, of.

the same tenor, announcing that His Majesty. would receive the letters;
with whose delivery we had the honour to be entrusted, on any evening of -
the ensuing week at the hour of ordinary audience.
The Baron de Neveu, Count Fleming’and myself, repaired to San Cristoval

onthefollowing evening, at the ‘appointed time, but His Majesty was notthere; and finding that His return from the Island of Govemador wasuncertain, we proceeded together to M. de Villanova’s house to ascertain
when it was hkely to take place. . ,

His Excellency readily undertook to make us acquainted with the return ofHis Majesty, and on the 17th sent a note, appointing the evening of the 19thfor the audience. .
I had the pleasure to accompany the Austrian and Prussian Envoys accord-

ingly to San Cristoval lastnight, when we had the honour todeliver into HisMajesty’s hands the letters from our respective Sovereigns; and I beg leave toassure your Lordship, that I did not fail to repeat faithfully to His Majesty,
on the part of His Royal Highness The Prince Regent, those sentiments
which your Lordship’s dispatch commanded.
His Majesty charged me to assure His Royal Highness of his sincere

desire to do every thing in His power that might meet, or be agreeable to, His
Royal Highness’s wishes, °

The audience was entirely private, there being no other persons in the roomthan His Majesty and myself.

. I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
PViscotnt Castlereagh, K. G. J

&e. Ke. &e.
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(Inclosure in No..50, 6.)

Rio de Janeiro, February 4, 1819.

TIE meeting of the Allied Sovereigns and Cabinets at Aix-la-Chapelle
having been concluded by a solemn and joint appeal to His Majesty theKing
of the United Kingdom of Portugal and Brazil, to induce HisMost Faith-
ful Majesty to contribute, as far as lies in his power, by the unrestricted
abolition-of the traffic in Slaves throughout His Majesty’s dominions, to the
consummation of that great object, which, since the Congress of Vienna in
the year 1815, has been one of the most anxious solicitude to the several
Powers who were parties to that arrangement ; theUndersigned, &e. &e. &e.,
hastens to make known to His Excellency the Commander Thomas Antonio
de Villanova Portugal, &c. &c. &c., that he has received, by the Diana
packet, the letter which His Royal Highness the PrinceRegenthas addressed
to His Most Faithful Majesty, on this most interesting and most -important
subject. . -
He hastens equally toinform His Excellency, thathe has received instruc-

tions to solicit the honour of an audience of His Most Faithful Majesty, for
the purpose of delivering the said letter into His Majesty’s hands: and he
therefore requests His Excellency wi!l lay the same before the King, and,
having received his commands thereon, will have the kindness to commu-
nicate to the Undersigned, the time and place, when His Majesty will be
leased to permit him to have the honour of executing the commands of

His Royal Highness. :
He begs leave to transmit herewith a correct copy of the beforementioned

letter, and to renew to His Excellency the assurances of his highest
consideration.

His Excellency M. de Villanova Portugal,
. &. &. &e.

 

No. 51, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to G. W. Chad, Esq. &€.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 11, 1819.

__HIS Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been pleased to name Thomas
Gregory Esquire to be His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, and Edward Fitz-
gerald, Esquire, the present Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra
Leone, to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, and Daniel Molloy.
Hamilton Esquire to be His Majesty’s Registrar, to the mixed British and
Netherlands Commission. to be established at Sierra Leone, under the Treaty
for the prevention of the illegal Traffic in Slaves, concluded between Great Bri-
tain and the Netherlands on the 4th of May .1818.
You will take an early opportunity ofannouncing these appointments to the

Government ‘of the King of the Netherlands ; and add, that the Gentlemen
in question are already at Sierra Leone, and furnished with His Royal High-.
ness’s Commission and Instructions to enable them to enter upon the exer-
cise of their duties, as soon as. the Netherland Commissioners shall have arrived,
furnished with the Commission and Instructions of their Sovereign to the
same effect. —

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
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You will urge, therefore, the Netherlands Government, that their Commis-
sioners, if they are not already gone to Sierra Leone, may be sent out, furnished
with these documents, without any more delay than is required for the neces.
sary preparationson the occasion,
His Royal Highness’s Government, as you will perceive by my other letter.

of this date, propose to provide at Sierra Leonea suitable office forcarrying
on the proceedings of the Commission ; and orders will be sent out, that ever
courtesy and consideration shall bepaid to the Commissioners, which is duc to
the public character they bear, and every respect secured to the Court, which
is necessary to give efficiency to its proceedings.

 

eo Tam, &c.
G. W. Chad, Esq. (Signed) CASTLEREAGH,

' &e. Se. §e. -

No. 52, b.

Viscount Castlereagh, to G. W. Chad, Esq. &.

Sm, Foreign Office, May 11, 1819,

HIS Royal Highness the Prince Regent has becn pleased toname Chrié-
topher Edward Lefroy Esq. to be His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, and
Thomas Sherard Wale Esq. to be His .Majesty’s Commissioner of Ar-
bitration, to the Mixed British and Dutch Commission to be established at
Surinam, under the Treaty for the prevention of the illicit ‘Irafficin Slaves
concluded between Great Britain and the Netherlands, on the 4th of May
1818. . ,

You will take the carliest opportunity of announcing these appointments
to the Government of the King of the Nethcrlands. You will add, that the.
Commissioners will leave England for their destination early in themonth of
July, furnished with His Royal Highncss’s Commission and instructions, to:
enable them to enter upon the exercise of their duties, so soon as the Com-
missioners of the King of the Netherlands shall be furnished on their part
with their Sovereign’s Commission and instructions to the same effect.
You will therefore suggest the expediency that these documents may be

made out, and the Board of Commission enabled to commence its labours,
so soon as the official forms of the Netherlands Chancery will permit.
You will request that His Majesty’s Commissioners may be treated with.

that courtesy and consideration to which their public character gives them a
claim, particularly with respect to entire liberty and securityof person and
property, for themselves.and household, and to the free importation of such
articles as they may bondfide require for their own use and convenience.
You will express the perfect confidence of His Royal Highness's Govern-

ment that everything will be arranged, in respect to the Commission at Su-
rinam, which can give due fulfillment to the object of the Convention, and
that, for this purpose, provision will be made by the express enactment of the
Government, for that public respect being paid fothe proceedings of the
Commission, which is necessary to its efficient execution, and to enable the
Commissioners to secure due order, decorum, and authority to the Court.
You will propose to the Netherland Government that they shall provide a

suitable office for the .use of the Commission at Surinam; adding, that His
Royal Highness’s Government will provide a suitable office at Sierra Leone,
for the Commission to be established there under the same Treaty.
ole I have, &c.

G. W. Chad, Esq. (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 53, b.

aBP. Chad, Esq. io Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &e. &¢., dated Brussels,
May 8, 1819.—Reeeived May 15.

My Lous,
I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship the copy of a note

which I have received from the Baron de Nagell, stating that an Inquiry will, ,
without loss of time, be instituted on the subject of the facilities stated to be
afforded to the Slave Trade at Elmina, and that Instructions to this effect
‘will be sent out by the brig Comet, which is about to sail for the Gold Coast.

| . ; ye I have, &c.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) G. W. CHAD.
Se. &e. &e.. .

 

(Inclosure in No. 53, 6.)

Monstéur; Bruzélles, le30 Adril 1819.-

LE Soussigné, Ministre des Affaiees Etrarigéres; a Phonneur d’informer M,
Chad, Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté, Britannique, en reponse ulté-
rieure 4Sa note du 13 decemdis, que ni les rapports du Gouvernement des
Pistéstions du..Royaume des Pays-Bas 4 la Cote dé Guinée; ni coux de M.

ardenburg, Capitaine de la corvette le Dolphin, qui a visité recemment ces
établissemens, ne donnent aucun indice sur les facilités qui seraient accordées a __
Elmina au commerce des Esclaves. Le Ministre des Colonies s'est empressé°
de recommander aux Autorités qui le concetne, ‘de veiller 4 ce que les ordres
de Sa Majesté pour Ja repression de ce trafic, soient soigncuscment exécutés,
et se concertera d’ailledirs avec le Ministre de la Marine, a l’effet de profiter du
départ prochain du Lieutenant de Marine Blow, Commandant le bric la
Cométe, pour.instituer un examen exprés et impartial sur la nature ‘et la
tendance du commerce des'‘cdnots dont on se plaint.

Il saisit, &c.

Monsieir Chad; (Sign) A. W. C. DE NAGELL.
&e. &e. &e, '

(Translation of Inclosure in No. 53, 5.)

Brussels, Aprid 30, 1819.

_ THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has the horiour to acquaint
Mr..Chad, His Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, in further reply
to his note of the 13th of this month, that neither the Dispatches from the
Government of the settlements of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on the
Coast of Guinea, nor those of M. Wardenburg, the Captain: of the Dolphin
corvette, who has recently visited those establishments, make any mention of
facilities having been afforded at Elmina to the Trade in Slaves. ‘The Mini.
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ster for the Colonies has lost no time in recommending to the proper Autho.
zities, to see that the orders of HisMajesty to suppress this traffic be
carefully executed, and will-also. concert: with. the..Minister of Marine, to
take advantage ofthe approaching departure of the Lieutenant of Marine Blow,
commanding the brig. Comet,..in order to institute an impartial inquiry into

. the natureandtendencyof. the tradein canoes, of which complaint is made.

Heavailshimself, &c. &e. Ke.

G.I. Chad, Esq. (Signed) A. W. C. DE.NAGELL.
. &e. &e. &e. .

 

No. 54, b. |

G. WW. Chad, Esq. ‘to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &c., dated Brus-
sels, 25th May 1819.—Received 27th May.

My Lorp,

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the copy of a
note addressed to me by the Baron de Nagell, inclosing the instructions in
the Dutch language, to be delivered to the officers in command of the Ne-
therland ships of War, appointed in virtue of the Treaty of the 4th of May
1818, for the repression of the Slave Trade.

Ihave, &c.

Frscount Castlereagh, K. G. . (Signed) G.W. CHAD.
&e. &c. Be.

 

(nclosure in: No. 54, 6.)

Bruselles, le 21 Mai 1819.

Le Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, ‘a Phonneur d’addresser 3
Monsieur Chad, Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, une
copie en langue.Hollandaise-de l'instruction: qui sera remise aux Com-
mandans des vaisseaux et batimens de guerre de Sa Majesté le Roi des Pays-
Bas, qui en-vertu des stipulations du Traité de la Haye, en date du 4 Mai
1818, seront destinés 4 empécher le commerce des Esclaves.
La dite instruction redigée d’aprés la formule annexée au Traitéa été égale-

ment transmise 4M. le Baron Fagel, Ambassadeur du Roi & Londres pour .
etrecommuniquée au Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique, écnjointe-
ment.avec un état nominatifdes batimens de guerre, qui en seront dés A-present
munis... Z
Le soussigné aime a se flatter que Monsieur le Ministre Plenipotentiairede

Sa Majesté Britannique trouvera dans cette communication, une nouvelle
preuve du désir du Gouvernement des Pays-Bas, de remplir les engagemens
qu'il a contractés avec celui de la Grande Bretagne, pour mettre un-terme a.
cet odieux trafic. . oe

Il prie Monsieur Chad, &c.
Monsieur Chad, (Signé) A. W. C. DE NAGEL.

&e. &e. &e.
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(Translation of Inclosure in No. 54, 6.)

Brussels, 21st May 1819.

‘ THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has the honour to forward
to Mr. Chad, His Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, a copy in the
Dutch language of the instructions to be sent to the Commanders of the ships
and vessels of war of His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, which, in vir-
tue of the stipulations of the Treaty concluded at the Hague on the 4th of
May 1818, are appointed to prevent the trade in Slaves.
The said instructions, made out according to the form annexed to the

Treaty, have been also transmitted to Baron Fagel, the King’s Ambassador in
London, to be communicated to’the Government of His Britannic Majesty,
togctheryrith a list of the names of the ships of war which shall be furnished
therewith. .
The undersigned flatters himself that His Britannic Majesty’s Minister

Plenipotentiary will find in this communication, a fresh proof of the desire of
the Netherland Government to fulfil the engagements which it has contracted
with that of Great Britain, in order to put an end to this odious traftic.

He requests Mr. Chad, &c.
Mr. Chad, (Signed) A. W.C. DE NAGELL.
&e. &c. &e.

AMem.—These instructions are similar to those anncxed to theTreaty.

 

No. 55, b.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. &e., dated
Rio de Janeiro, May 7, 1819.—Received July 14.

‘My Lorp,

IMMEDIATELY upon the receipt of your Lordship’s dispatch, received
by the Lady Mary Pelham packet, tmade the communications therein di-
rected, respecting the appointment of the respective Commissioners for the
Mixed Commission to be established at Rio de Janeiro and at SierraLeone,
under the Convention of the 28th July 1817; and in order to prevent delay
‘in the reply of this Government, I delivered them personally to the Minister,
for the purpose of giving any explanation he might think it necessary to
require.

ith respect to Sierra Leone, he assured me, that it had: been in vain en-
deavoured to find fit persons to go there. All those who had offered them- |
selves were, he said, incompetent to the duties they would have to perform,
and he consequently did not mean to send any of them, and that he saw no
other way of procuring capable persons, but by engaging that they should
remain there a very short period, and be well provided for after theirreturn.
He assured me that the appointment should be made as specdily as possible,
and I think that they will proceed to their destination via England.

I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Be, Ge. &e.
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No: 56, b.

Wiltam Hamilion, Esq. to Henry Chamberlain, Esq. Se.

_ Exvract. Foreign Office, July 16, 1819,

LORD CASTLEREAGH cannot doubt, but that betore this reaches
you, the Portuguese Commissioners for Sierra Leone will have left Rio for

their destination :—should this not be the case, you will immediately urge

their departure, as of course the Portuguese Government will be re-

sponsible for any inconvenience arising from delay in opening the Com-
mission, after the Commissioners shall be prepared to commence their
operations.
The English Commissioners for Sierra Leone left England about the

middle of April.
(Signed) WILLIAM HAMILTON.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq.
&. Ke. Ke.

 

No. 57, b.

Viscount Castlercagh to Henry Chanberlain, Esq. &e.,

Sir, Foreign Office, July 17, 1819.

I HAVE the honour to transmit you the copy of a letter from the Secretary
of the Admiralty, dated the 29th ult. and inclosing a letter from Commodore
Sir George Collier, commanding on the coast of Africa, with its inclosures,
respecting the detention of two Slaving vessels belonging to Prince’s Island,
and the conduct of the Governor ef that Island upon the occasion.
Upon a full consideration of the circumstances detailed in this communi-

cation, His Britannic Majesty’s Government cannot entertain any doubt
whatever, that the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty will regard Sir
G. Collier as completely justified in the steps which he has taken in consequence
of the extraordinary conduct of the Portuguese Authorities; and I have
accordingly received the Prince Regent’s commands to instruct you, to.lay the
whole statement of the transaction before His Most Faithful Majesty ; and you
wili accompany your communication with an urgent request, in the name of
the Prince Regent, that no time may be fost in instituting an inquiry into the
conduct of the Governor of Prince’s Island ; and that, as there are the strongest
reasons to believe on this statement, that he has been deeply implicated in the
abuses which have been practised on that coast, in carrying on the Slave Trade,
in violation of the Treaty between the two Countries, he may be removed
without further delay from the command of that Island. "

Iam, &c.

H. Chamberlain, Esq. _ (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
&e. &e. . &e.

Mem. These inclosures being Admiralty communications, are not given
from the Forcign Department.
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No. 58, b.

Baron William Fagel, His Netherland Majesty's Charge dAffaires in
London, to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &c.

VW hitehall-Place, July 19; 1819.

C’EST d’aprés desordres de {Sa Cour, que le Soussigné, Sécrétaire d’Am-
bassade de sa Majesté le Roi des Pays Bas, a l’honneur de porter a la
connoissance de Son Excellence Lord Castlereagh, que le brick de guerre
de sa dite Majesté, L’Iréne de 18 pieces de canon et 110 homines d’équipage,

commandé par le Capitaine Lieutenant Lucas, sorti derniérement des ports
d’'Hollande pour Jes Indes Orientales, 4 été muni d’un exemplaire du Traité

du 4 Mai 1818, et despidees y annexés,
Le Soussigné prie Son Excellence d’agréer 'hommage de Sa plus haute

 

consideration.

(Signé) W. FAGEL.
Vieomte Castlereagh, K. G.

Se. &e. &e.

No. 58, b.

(Translation.)

Whitehall Place, July 19, 1819.

THE Undersigned, Secretary of Embassy from His Majesty the King of
the Netherlands, has the honour, by command of his Court, to acquaint

His Excellency Lond Castlereagh, that the brig of war of His said Majesty,
L'Irene, of eighteen guns.and: one hundred and ten men, commanded by Cap-
tain-Lieutenant Lucas, which lately sailedfrom the ports ofHolland for the East

Indies, has been furnished with copics of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818,
and of the papers annexed thereto.
The undersigned requests His £:xcellency to accept the homage of his bighest

 

consideration.
{Signed). W. FAGEL.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.

No. 59, b.

Viseount Castlereagh to G. W. Chad, Esq. §e.

Sir, Foreign Office, July.20, 1819:

IN reference to thethird Article ofthe Treaty with the Netherlands for the
prevention of the Slave Trade, in which it wa stipulated that the names of
the several vessels furnished with the Instructions annexed to the said Treaty,
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the force of each, and the name of their several Commanders, should, from
time to time, immediately upon their issue, be communicated y the Power
issuing the same to the other High Contracting Party, I am to direct you to
communicate to the Government of His Netherland Majesty, that the In.
structions alluded to have been issued to the four following vessels of HisMa-
jesty’s navy. on the part of His Majesty :—

Guns. Commanders.
‘The Pheasant ............ 22 Captain B. M.Kelly...
The Erne ........+.+6+- 20 Captain TimothyScomen.
The Myrmidon .......... 20. Captain H. T. Leeke. .
The Morgiane ..,,....... 18 Captain C. B. Strong.

oo oe Tam, &e. ;

G. W. Chad, Esq. (Signed) CASTLEREAGH,
Se. &e. &e.

 

No. 60, b.-

Viscount Castlereagh to the Earl of Clancarty, K. B. &e. &c. |

My Lorp, Foreign Office, July 30, 1819,
IN reference to the third Article of the Treaty with the Netherlands for the

prevention of the Slave Trade, in which it was stipulated that the names of the
several vessels furnished with the instructions annexed to the said Treaty, the
force of each and thé names of their several Commanders, should from timeto
time, immediately upou their issue, be communicated by thePower issuing
the same, td theother High Contracting Patty; I am to direct your Excel-
lency to communicate to the Government of His Netherland Majesty, that
the mstructions alluded to have been issued to the two following vessels of
His Majesty’s navy, viz.

Guns. Commanders.
Thistle, Gun Brig,......... - 12 Lieut. Robert Hagan.
Snapper, ....... eee eee ecaee 9 James Henderson.

Tam, &c.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

£Iis Excellency the Earl of Clancarty,
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 61, b.

Zhe Earl of Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. &e., dated
Brussels, August 6, 1819.—Received August 9.

My Lorp,

IN obedience to your Lordship’s dispatch of the 3oth ultimo, marked
No. 13, I immediately made the official notification therein directed, and have
the honour herewith to inclose the copy of a_ note received by me: from His
Excellency M. le Baron deNagell acknowledging the same.

Tam, &e.
Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. (Signed) CLANCARTY.

&Ce &C. &e.



- (Inelosure in No. 61, 5.)

Bruwélles,te'dme Aodt1819.

contenant les noms,

mentAnglois des instructions annexées au-Traité du 4 Mai 1818,

(8 ULeSoussigné, &c. a
| (Signé) A. W. C. DE NAGELL.

. Le Comte de Clancarty, ©

fe. = (Be. |&e.

 

{Translationof Inclosure in No. 61, 6.) |

Brussels, August 4, 1819.

THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has the honaurtoacknow-
ledge the receipt of the note of His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty, Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary from His Britannic Majesty, dated.
the daybefore yesterday, containing the names, &c. of the vessels which have
been furnished with the instructions annexed to theTreaty ofthe 4th of,

 

May 1818. . _
The Undersigned, &c, es

a (Signed) . A. W.C, DE NAGELL, |
Earl of Clancarty, - Fe,

Se. &e. &e.

Ne. 62, b.-

Viscount Castlereagh to the Right Honourable Edward Thornton, His Ma.
_ jesty’s EnvoyExtraordinary andMinister Plenipotentiary at the Brazils.

Sir, . Fereign Office, September 6, 1819..

THE accesswhich you have had to my correspondence with Mr. Cham-
berl4in will have put you inpossession of the state-of the discussions be- |
tween His Most Faithful Majesty and the Sovereigns who lately met at Aix-
Ja-Chapelle, on the subject.of. the final abolition ot the Slave Trade through-_
out the Portuguese Dominions.. The Sovereigns on that occasion addressed
to His. Most Faithful Majesty a joint letter, strongly. urging this act of
humanity and justice, which hasnot yet been answered. a
In contemplating the Count de Palmetla’s early departure for the Brazils,

to take upua himself the guidance of His Most aithfulMajesty’s councils,
I do not wish to touch upon this ground farther than to instruct, you to avail
yourself of your access to that Sovercign, for the purpose of endeavouring to

LE Soussigné,Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, a Phonneur d’accuseraSon |
Excellence M. leComfe de Ctancarty, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et ‘Pléni-»

poténtiaire de Sa Majesté Britanniqué, la reception de sa note d'ayant hier, '
at les c. ‘des vaisseaux qui ont été-ponrviis parle Gouverne--
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convince bim how much the best feelings of humanity. and policy ‘are ‘in
~ unison with the, true interests,of his subjects, ininducing an early compliance
with the appeal whichhasbeermade to fim from! Europe.
--On Count Palmella’s return from Paris, 1 shall profit of the earliest o por.

tunityboth of renewing our lete conferences on the subject of the SlavePea
atid of revising, together with him, theCommercial Treaty of 1810.
.You are aware that Portugal has in some.measure linked herfinal. abolition

ofthis trade with the mreasure last alluded to, and ¥ entertain hopes, tliat if
we dre metwith fairness on the part of His Most Faithfal Majesty's Govern-
ment, wemay bé able to make an efficient progress in both. these subjects,

- Lam, ke.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

Lhe Right Honourable Edward Thornton, Esq.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 63, b.

His Majesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro to ViscountCastlereagh,
K. G. &é@. &2, dated Rio de Janeiro, August 21, 1819.—Received
October 6:

My Lozp,

WE, the tdérsigndd, His Majesty’s Cotiinissary Judge atid Commissioner
of Arbitfiktiol appolited urider the laté convention, have the honourto inform
your Lordship of our having arrived at Rio de Janciro on the 10th instant,
and pursuant to your Lordship’s instrictions, a note, of which we have the
honour to’ ineldse.a copy, was without.delay transmitted to His Majesty's
Chargé d’Affaires at this Court; since which we have been given to under-
stand, that His Most Faithful Majesty purposes giving us an -audiénce,
and. that after presentation, and having gone through the usual etiquette of
the. Court, we.aretoproceed to open the Commission.

Your Lordship will doubtless pleased to hear that we have every reason
to anticipate harmony and a good understanding in the Commission.—
Senhor Silvestre Pinheiro Ferreira, has received from his Government the
appointment of Commissary Judge: the Commissioner of Arbitration and
Registrar have also been appointed, and an office for the. use of the Com-
mission is immediately to be provided by the Portuguese Government, and we
trust, my Lord, that othiag will secur to prevent our annotineing to your
Lordship by the next packet, that the Provisions of the late Convention with
His Most Faithful Majesty are in full force.

We have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE, |

ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

' &e.  &e. = &e.

 

CInclosure in No. 63, 6.)

Sik,

WE, the undersigned, His Britannic Majesty's Commissary Judge and
Cammissioner of Arbitration to the Mixed English and Portugucse Commis-
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sion-to ‘be establishedin.Rio de Janeiro; ‘in conformity: with the instructionsreceived from His Majesty'sMinister forForeign Affairs, have the honour of .smaking known to you our arrival-at this port, and have te beg that yeu will .
‘be: pleased to-notify'the same to the‘proper authorities, with. the request"that ‘such stepsmaybetaken,as will insuve the opening of the Commissiondn due form, withaslittle delay as possible. |

We have the ‘honour to be, &e. ,
ve alee ASigned) =| HENRY HAYNE. _.

Toney, nee ge Esq. ' ALEX. CUNNINGHAM..ce. &c. &e° 7 . .

 

. No.64, bo

ViscountCastlereagh to His ExcellencySir HenryWellesley, K. B. &c.
Str, Foreign Office, October 13, 1819.

I TRANSMIT to you inclosed, three printed copiesof the regulations,
prepared by the Government, for the guidance of the British Commissioners
appointed for carrying into’ effect the Treaties for the Abolition of the Slave
“rade; and it.appeariag of the highest importance, that the Commisioners,
named on the part of the otherContracting Powers, should respéttivelybe
furnished with instructions ofa similar nature from their Governments, I am
to desire, that you will communicate a copy of the same to the Court at which
‘you reside, with a request, that.as little time as possible may be lost, in autho-
rizing their-Commissioners to act in unison with His Majesty’s Commissioners,
at the several settlements at which they are appointed, in the manner pointed
wut in these regulations, 6

Tam,&e. 2 a .
. ; (Signed) — CASTLEREAGH,

His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B.
7 &e, &e. &e.

Mem. For these Regulationssee inclosure in No, 7.Class A. of these papers..

 

No. 65, b.. _

‘ienry Chamberlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. §c. &., dated
Rio de Janciro, August 21, 1819.—Received Qetober 16.

Extract.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reccipt, by Mr. Cunningham,
on the 10th inst. of your Lordship’s dispatch dated the 28th ofFebruary
last; and on the 13th inst. in obedience to the instructions therein contained,

. laddressed a note to M. de Villanova Portugal, pressing the execution of the
measures remaining to be taken, for putting into activity the regulations agreed
upon between the two Governmens for putting a stop to the illegal ‘Traffic
in Slaves, and desiring: to’ be furnished with the information relative to the
passports to befarniched to vessels legally engaged in the Traffic, and the
Instructions to be issued to-the Portuguese Men of -War. .

Viscount Castlereagh, K.G.° (Signed) ~~. CHAMBERLAIN,
-  &e ° &e. &e,. , an
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No. 66, b..

- . The Count de Palmella te VicountCastlereagh, K.G. &e. &e.

— South Audley-Street, October 16, 1819.

LE Comte de Palmella a I"honneur de faire ses complimens 4 .mi-
lord Castlereagh, ct s'empresse de faire scavoir 4Son Excellence, qu'il se

. trouve en possession d’une lettre du Roi Son Maitre pour Son Altessé Royale,
en reponse a celle qui lui a été addressée relativement a l’abolition de la Traite.
des Négres ; et en Seard a Pimporiance de son contenu, le Comte de Palmella .
prie milord Castlereagh de vouloir bien prendre les ordres de Son Altesse
sur la maniére qui lui seraplus agréable de recevoir la susdite lettre. I

profite de cette occasion pourpresenter 4Son Excellence l’assurance de sa
aute consideration, .
SS (Signé) LE COMTE DE PALMELLA,

Vicomte Castlereagh,KG.
Se. &e. Fe.

 

No. 66, b.

- /(Translation.)

South Audley-Street, October16, 1819.

. THECount dePalmefia, has the honour to present his compliments to
Lord Castlereagh, and hastens to make known to his Lordship, that he has in
bis possession a letter from the King, his Master, to His Royal Highness, in
answer to that which was addressed to him respecting the abolition of the
Traffic in Slaves; and ia consequence ofthe importanceof itssubject, the Count
dé Palmella requests Lord Castlereagh will take His Royal Highness’s com-
mands, as to the manser in which it will be most agreeable to receive the
before-mentioned letter. He profits by this opportunity to offer to hip Lord-
ship theassuranceofhis highconsideration... ae

(Signed) © --THE COUNT DE PALMELLA.
Viseount Castlereagh, K.G. ne Oe

&e. &e. &e

"No. 67, b.

‘Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K..G. &e.&e., dated
Rio de Janeiro, August 31, 1819.—Received October I6.

- Exreacr.

IN obedience to the instructions I had the honourtoreceive from your
Lordship, under date of the 7th April last, which reached me on the 10th
instant,.F have communicated to the Government of His Most Faithful



Majesty the departure of Mr. Gregory-for his Post of. Commissary Judge at
Sierra ae
for the same destination, ne .
M. de Villanova Portugal has not yet officiall acknowledged this commu-

nication ; but I have learnt from Kim'verbalty, that having found it impossible
to procure in this country fit persons to undertake the situation, instructions
hod been sent. to:thie Conde.de Palmelia, directing him.to select two proper

rsons from amongst the Portuguese subjects resident in London; andif
that should be impracticable,ta reterthe choice to the Governors of Portugal,
who would be authorised to make the appointments. a

- ighed) oH, CHAMBERLAIN.
 

" ‘No.’68, b. ot

Viscount Castlereagh’ to the Count'de Palmella, &e. §e:

Foreign Office, October'91, 1819.

LOKUD CASTLEREAGH presents his compliments to Count Palmella,
and has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of his:note of the16th
'jnstant,requesting to know in what manner the letter which:the Count has
received from Rio de Janeiro, addressed by His Most Faithful Majesty to The
Prince Regent, should be presented to His Royal Highness.
Lord Castlereagh has the honour to acquainttheCount Palmella, that if he

will have the g

, Lord ‘Castlereagh, &c. &c.
Count de Palmella,
- §e. Se. &e

 

No. 69, b.

Viscount. Castlereagh to the Count de Palmella, &c. Se.

Sin, | Foreign Office, October 35, 1819.

I HAVE just received a letter, of which the inclosed is an extract, from one
of His Majesty’sCommissionersat Sierra Leone, under the Treaty with Por-
tugal for putting a stop to the illicit Trade in Slaves that may be carried on by
British or Portuguese subjects or under those flags; and I lose not a moment in
forwarding this part of it to you, in order that you may state to your Govern-
ment, bY the earliest possible opportunity, the extreme inconvenience to which
this hig

Majesty. 1 amt sensible I have only to represent to you the urgency of the case,
in order to secure your cordial co-vperation and assistance In remedying the °
evil in the most prompt and effectual manner. — "

7s [have the honour, &c.'&e. 3
| (Signed) ° CASTLEREAGII.

Count de Palmellz,

§e. &e, Se,

one, and have urged the dispatch of the Portuguese Commissioners

ness to transmit the letter to him, Lord Castlereagh will, °
take the earliest opportunity of laying the same before His Royal Highness,.

ly important service is likely to be exposed, by the delay in the arrival -
of Commissioners for the same purpose on thepart of His Most Faithful -
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No. 70, b.

Viscount Castlerasgh to His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K.B.&e,

Sir, . _ Foreign Office, October 23, 1819,

THE Commissioners, whom His Royal Highness the Prince Regent was
pleased to appoint to reside at Sierra Leone, under the Treaty with Spain for
the prevention of the illegal Traffic in Slaves, have acquamted me, under date
of the 24th July last, that the appointments of His Catholic Majesty’s Com-
missioners destined to act with them, are signed only by the Spanish Secre.
tary of State, whereas theirown Commissions had been miade out under the
Royal Sign Manual. Some difficulties of form and law were apprehended in
consequence of this apparent deviation on the part of the Spanish Government
from the general tenorof the Treaty, which erected the Commissioners into
a tribunal of Judges. © "

In alluding, however, to this circumstance, in your communications with
thé Government of His Catholic Majesty ; you will acquaint them, that if
they are of opinion that the appointment signed by the Secretary of State is,
in the case alluded to, sufficiently solemn and valid, as to all the proceedings
of the Commissioners under theTreaty in question, His Majesty’s Government
will make no diffiqulties as to the particular form of the appointment. If,
however, upon consideration, His Catholic Majesty’s Ministersshall think it
better, that. the appointmentof the Spanish should, as in the case of the
British Commissioners, be made under the Royal Sign Manual, you will
request that such appointment may be made out, and transmitted without
delay to Sierra Leone, together with a formal sanction of the proceedings
which have already taken place, so far as those proceedings shall appear to_
rest upon the form of the appointment of the Commissioners of His Catholic
Majesty.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir H. Wellesley, K.B.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 71, b.

The CountdePalmella to Viscount Castlereagh, -K. G. &e. &e.-

Londres, ce 25 Octobre, 1819.

LE Soussigné, Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa
Majesté Trés Fidéle, conformément au désir témoigné par Son Excellence
Milord Castlereagh dans'sa note du 21 courant, a l’honneur de transmettre:
ci-jointe & Son Excellence la lettre adressée par Sa Majesté Trés Fidéle &
Son Altesse Royale le Prince Régent, en réponse a celle de Son Altesse Royale
du 9 Decembre dernier. ,
Le Soussigné a aussi I’honneur de remettre 4 Son Excellence la copie de la

susdite lettre, et il profite de cette occasion pour renouveller 4 Son Excellence
les assurances de sa haute consideration.

(Signé) LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.
Vicomte Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. &e. &e.
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No: 71; b.

(Translation.)

London, ‘October'25, 1819.

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary andMinister’Plenipotentiary of
His Most Faithful Majesty, in conformity with the desire expressed by His
Excellency Lord Castlereagh in his note of the 21st instant, has the honour
to transmit to His Excellency the inclosed letter from His Most Faithful
Majesty to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in answer to that of His
Royal Highness, dated the 9th of December last.

. Phe Undersigned has likewise the honour to transmit to His Excellency
acopy of the aforesaid letter, and he avails himself of this opportunity to
renew to His Excellency the assurances of his high consideration.

(Signed) |THE COUNT DE PALMELLA.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. &e. &eL

(Inclosure in No. 71, 5.)

Sa Majesté le Roi de Portugal &Son Altesse Royale le Prince Régent de la
Grande Bretagne.—Rio de Janciro,; ce 21 Aodt, 1819.

Monsteur, Mon Frere Er Cousin,

CE fat avec la plus grande reconnoisance et l’estime la plus parfaite,
que J’ai recu la lettre de votre Altesse Royale du 9 Decembre dernier, par
laquelle elle a bien voulu me communiquer ses voeux pour labolition générale
de he traite des Negres, d’aprés les résultats des conférences d’Aix Ta Cha-
le.
ye crois que Votre Altesse Royale voudra bien me faire la justice, d’étre

persuadée de l’exactitude avec laquelle J’ai fait observer par mes peuples les
stipulations du Traité de Vienne, pour Pabolition au nord de la Ligne; et

celle, qu’avec d’autres dispositions J’ai déja donné 4 ce commerce la direction

la plus convenable, sans risquer une commotion générale dans le Bresil,' pour
substituer des colons blancs 4 un peuple noir, dont on ne peut espérer que des
travaux rudes, mais sans aucune industric, ni de I’activité dans ces mémes

travaux. Il est bien désagréable d’étre placé entre deux maux, dont lun
géneroit Y'accroissement de l'industrie, tandis que V’autre heurtant contre.

Vhabitude formée par deux siécles, choqueroit les opinions des Propriétaires,

et peut-étre exalteroit l’imagination des Esclaves. Dans cette crise J'ai -pre-

feré les moyens indirects ;—la Traite a dej4 diminuée de beaucoup, et J’espére

qu’avec le tems votre Altesse Royale aura la satisfaction ce voir se réaliser ses

vues,

Je suis, avec la plus grande estime, et la considération la plus parfaite,

Monsieur, Mon Frére et Cousin, ,

De Votre Altesse Royale,

Le ber Frére et Cousin,

Son Altesse Royale le Prince Regent. — (Sigé) JEAN R.
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( Translation of Inclosure in No 71, 6.)

HisMajesty.the King of Portugal toHis Royal Highness the PrinceRegent:
-t. ‘ofGreat Britain.—Dated Rie de Janeiro, August 21, i819.. 0 7

. ‘> Sux, My Broraer anv. Cousm,.: —

IT. was with the highestEratitude and most perfect esteem that I received-
the letterofyour Royal Highness of the gth of December last, in which:
your.Royal Highness has been’pleased to communicate’tome your wishes
forthe general abolition of the Trade in Slaves, in conformity with the resylts
of the conferencesof Aix la Chapelle. .
I believe that your Royal Highness will do me the justice to be persuaded:

ofthe, strictness with which I have caused my subjects to observethe stipu:
lations of the Treaty of Vienna for the abolition to the north of the Line,
and that, in other’ respects, { have already’ given to that commerce the di.

- reetion whichis the most conformable to those stipulations, without risking
a2 general commotion in the Brazils, in order to substitute white colonists for
a black population, from whom rude labour alone can be looked for, without
either industry or activity. It is extremely disagreeable to be thus placed |
between two evils—one of which would prevent. the increase of industry: in
general ; whilst the other, by opposing the prej udices of two centuries, would
be revolting to the opinions of the Proprietors, and perhaps inflame the minds
ofthe Slaves. In this crisis I have preterred indirect means: thetraffichas
already much decreased, and I hope that in time your Royal Highness will

. have the ‘satisfaction of seeing your views realized.
Aam, with thehighest esteem and the most perfect cousideration,

Sir; My Brother and Cousin,- -
- . Your Royal Highness’s

GoodBrotherand Cousin, :

His, Royal Highinessthe Prince Regent.  ——. (Signed) JOHN.R

 

No. 72, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to the Count de Palmella, Se.

Siz, - Foreign Office, October282k, 1819.

I HAVE received the commands of His Royal Highness the Prince Re-
gent to communicate to you the accompanying papers, relative to the details -
ofa voyagefor carrying on an illicit Traffic in Slaves, in ‘which some of His’.
Most Faithful Majesty’s subjects have been engaged; in order that you may”" lay the same before your Government with the least possible delay.
On the 19th of August last, one of His Majesty’s cruizers on the coast of

Africa, the Pheasant, commanded by Captain N. M. Kelly, detained and
brought into Sierra Leone, a small schooner called the Nova Felicidade, of not. —
more than eleven or twelve tons burden, which was alleged to be carrying noless then scventy Slavesfrom Cabinda, but is suspected to have come froma
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ort north of the Line, to the Island ofPrinces, unprevided with a royal pass-
port, and totally without the means ofgiving to the unfortunate individuals:
confined within this prison, the most ‘necessary supplies.of air, exervise, or
wholesome food. I have no doubt, that your well-known humanity will in-
stantly prompt you to communicate these details. to-your Governments.and
that you will represent to them, how eminently it becomes their character,4s
directing the affairsof acivilizednation, and how important to their fair fame,
at a, moment when the continuance of the Negro Slave Tradé4g a subject of
general abhorrence in every civilized country, with the singleexception of
the Brazils, that they should adopt the mostdecisive and ‘rigorous’measures.
to arrest the progress ofanevil, which appears tobe inctcasing'ratherthan to“
diminish in its most horrid character. enna nn

Itis.painfultome in the extreme. to be under the necessity.of reiterating”
to’ you these considerations; but Iam sure you will attribute ‘my ‘conduct to-"
itstrue motives, an anxious ‘wish to plead, in thename of thePrince Regent's :

Gavernment,. the cause of humanity with His Most Faithful Majesty ; and’ ”
to endeavour,by bringing His Most Faithful Majesty into the alliarice which *
many of the Powers have lately formed against the barbarous custom ‘ of
dragging our fellow-creatures from their homes, to raise the character of ”
Portugal in the opinions of the British people, and to cement still closer the ©
bonds of friendship and mutual good will, which have so long united the two |
countries. ye : |

In the particular instance now brought under your notice, it is an. additional
source of surprize and regret that, according to Captain Kelly’s report to the
Secretary ofthe Admiralty, dated the 21st of August last, there should be.
very strong grounds ofapprehension, that the schooner employed upon this
service belonged to the Governor of Prince’s Island, who had hired her for
the voyage of a merchant resident within his Government. a

It this should prove to be the case, you cannot fail to perceive, how neces-
sary itis, that His Most faithful Majesty should take the most vigorous
measures for preventing this odious traffic frombeingcarried on, in direct
violation of His orders, by those who have been appointedtobe the guardians
of the laws.
In order that you may be aware, that this is not-the first time there. has

been reason to apprehend that the conduct ofthe Governor of Prince’s Island
has been in the greatest degree reprehensible, for encouraging and sharing in
this traffic, |take this opportunity of forwarding to you the copy of an in-
struction,* which, in July last, I addressed, by the Prince Regent’s com-
mands, to Mr. Chamberlain; His Majesty’s Chargé des Affaires at Rio de
Janeiro, containing the particulars ofthe detention by Sir George Collier, of
two Portuguese Slaving vessels, the Amistad and the Princess, and of the
veryextraordinary conduct on that occasion pursued by the Acting Governor,
and by the Military Commandant at Prince’s Island.
You cannot fail to perceive, in these documénts, ample proof ofthe horrid.

and disgraceful manner, :in which this odious trafic is still carried on by His.
Most Faithful Majesty's subjects; how, in its most illicit form, it isencov- |
raged and connived at by the Portuguese authorities, and how seriously it-
becomes the duty of every Government,and of every individual friend of
humanity, to do all in their power ta put an end to such ‘unjustifiable out-
rages. :
. I have the honour to be, &c.:

TheCount de'Palmelia, (Signed) CASTLEREAGH:
&e. Ge. &e.

Mem. # The Communication here alludcd to is that which forms No. 57, in
this series ofthe correspondence. oe
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No. 73, b.

‘ount de Palmella'to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e: &e.

Mizorp, wondres, ce 29 Octobre 1819,

PAT recu‘la Lettre queVotre Excellence m’a fait l’honneur de m’addressér
en: date du 25 courant, dans laquelle, aprés vous étie referé a extrait (qui
accompagnait votre Lettre) du rapport recu dun des Commissaires Britan-

niqites-4SierraLeone, rélativement au navire Portugais, Nova Felicidade,que
le batiment de guerre de Sa Majesté Britannique y a amené, et qui, faute de
Commissaires de la part de Sa Majesté Trés Fidelle n’a pas pu éire jugé,
votre Excellence me recommande de représenter 4 ma Cour les iniconvéniens
qui resultent du rétard de l’arrivée des sudits Commissaires Portugaisa Sierra
Leone; et lanécessité d’en presserledépart afin de remédier, le plutét pos-
sible 4 ces mémes inconvéniens.

‘En réponse, je dois vous assurer,’ Milord, que mon-Gouvernement ne me-
rie aucunement d’étre blamé durétarddont vous semblez l’accuser dans votre
Lettre. Malgré toute sa sollicitude, il n’a pas pu ‘trouver des personnes ca-
pables qui aient voulu accepter la place de Commiissaires & Sierra Leone; et
<est ce qui l’a obligé, a la fin de m’autoriser 4- les choisir d’entre les indivi-
dus Portugais établis 4 Londres, si je le pouvais,ou de transmettre cette
méme autorisation & Messieurs les Gotiverneurs du Royaume de Portugal,
Voila aussi-ce que j'ai du faire, et je me flatte, A Pheure qu’il est, que Leurs
Exeellences auront trouvées des personnes capables qui aient voulu accepter
je susditemploi de Commissaires & Sierra Leone et qu’elles ne tarderont pas
4 se rendre a leur destination.
En attendant, permettez moi de vous proposer, Milord, de faire appli-

quer au ‘cas actuel du navire Nova Felicidade, cette partie de Art. XIV. du
réglement pour les Commissions Mixtes, qui regarde celle établie A Sierra
Leonie, od il est dit “ que dans le cas de mort d'un ou de plusieurs des Com-
missaires, ceux qui leur survivront, seront autorisés 4 juger les batimens dont
jes cas seront portés par devant cette Commission, bien entendu cependant

u'll restera aux parties interessées }a faculté d’appelter de ce jugement par _
devant ta Commission Mixte établie 4 Rio de Janeiro.
En faisant cette proposition,jeprie vetre Excellence de la regarder comme

une nouvelle preuve du désir constant qui anime le Gouvernement deSaMa-..
jesté Trés Fidelle de voir remplies complettement et aussi promptement que
possible les stipulations de la Convention additionnelle du 28 Juillet 1819. _

J’ai ’honneur d’étre, Milord, &c.

. ' (Signé) © LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. .
&e. &e.  &e:

 

No 73, b.

(Translation)

Count de Palmella to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &e. &€. |

‘My Lorn, ° London, October 29, 1810.

I HAVE received the letter which your Excellency has done me the ho-
nour ofaddressing me, dated the 25th instant, in which, after referring to the
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extract (which accompanied your letter) of the report reccived from one of
‘the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone, relative to the Portuguese ship
Nova Felicidade, which oneof His Britannic Majesty’s ships of war carried
jnto that port, and which, owing to there being no Commissioners appointed
‘on the part of His Most Faithtul Majesty, could ot be proceeded against,
‘your Excellency recommends me to représent to my Court the incorveni-
ences that result from the delay of the arrival of the aforesaid Portuguese
Commissioners at Sierra Leone, and the necessityof urging their immediate
departure, in order to remedy the said inconveniences as:seon as possible.

n answer, I have to assute your Lordship, that no blame should in any
respect be attached to my. Goverriment for the delay with which your’ letter
appears to charge it.—Notwithstanding all-its solicitude, it has not beci-
able to find suitable persons who would accept the situation of Commissioners
at Sierra Leone,and this lias at length compelled it to empower meto select
them front amongst the Portuguese individuals established atLohdon; if pos-
sible, orte transmit this authority to the Governors of the kingdom ofbor.
tugal.—This I have thought it my duty to do, andI flatter myself that their
Excellencies will -by this time have selected proper persons, who will have |
accepted the aforesaid sitifations of Commissioners at Sierra Leone, and that
theywill, without delay proceed to their.destination.

In the mean time, perrhit me, my Lord, to propose to you to applytothe
case of the ship in question (the N. Felicidade) that part of the 14th article of
the regulations for the MixedCommissions which regards the one established
at Sierra Leone, wherein it. is said, “ that im casé of the death of one or more
of the Commissioners, those surviving shall be authorised to proceed to the
adjudication of the ships which shall be brought before that Commission,
it being nevertheless well understood, that the parties interested shall have
theright ofappeal from thisjudgment to the Mixed Commission established
at Rio Janeiro.”

I beg your Excellency will consider this proposition as a fresh proofofthe
eonstent desire which animates the Government of HisMost FaithfutMayesty
to see completely. fulfilled, and with all possible expedition, the stipulations
of the Additional Coavention af the orth July 1819.

I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) COUNTDE PALMELLA.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. = &e.. . &e.

No. 74, b,

His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty to Piscount Castlereagh, 6. G: &c. &6.5
' dated the Hague, November 5, 1819.—Received November 11..

Exrracr.

I AVAIL myselfof-thisoccasion‘to convey to your Lordship a copyofthe
note addressed by me-to His*Excellency M. Je Baron de Nagell, in obedience
to your Lordship’s instructions, transmitted by your dispatch of the 13th

(Signed) - CLANCARTY,
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(Inclosure in No. 74, 6.)

/ The Earlof Clancarty to Baron de Nagell, §e. &e.”

IT appearing of considerable importance, that the Commissioners named’
‘on the part of the High Contracting Parties, in virtue of the Treaty between
their Majesties The‘King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
dJand and of the Netherlands, signed on the 4th day ofMay 1818, for the
abolition of the Slave Trade, should be furnished with: instructions of a
similar nature by their respective Governments; the Undersigned, His Bri:
tannic Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, has received
orders from his Court to communicate to that of theHague the © Regulations
issued by the British Government for the guidance of the Commissioners-
appointed for carrying into effect the Treaties for the abolition of the Slave
rade,” and has the honour. herewithto convey to His Excellency M. le

‘ Baron de Nagell a copy of these Regulations accordingly.
He has further been instructed to move this Government to take the same

into their early consideration, in order that as little time as possible may be
Jost in. authorizing the Commissioners appointed by this Court, toact in
unison with those of His Britannic Majesty, at the several settlements at
which they are appointed to reside, in the manner pointed out in these ia--
structions.

The Undersigned, &c.

Monsieur de Nagell, (Signed) ‘CLANCARTY.
Ke. &et &e.

 

No. 75, b.

Viscount, Castlereagh to the Earl of Clancarty, Se. Se.

My Longo, Foreign Office, November 11, 1819.

~ I HAVEthe honour to inclose to your Lordship the copyof a letter which
has been received from the Treasury at this Office, together with an extract
from a Report which has lately‘Been made by Sir George Collier on his
return from the Coast of Africa, on the present State of the Slave Trade
there, and particularly on the encouragement said to be given to its prose-
cution in-the Dutch Settlements on that coast; and I have to desire, that
our Excellency: will take an early. opportunity of laying the same before

‘the Netherland Government, ‘and request them to investigate the subject,
andto give such ordersandinstructionsto their Authorities in Africa, as
may effectually prevent the humane and benevolent decisions of His Ne-—
therland Majesty: for the complete abolition of the Slave Trade, from being
violated by the conduct of his agents on the Coast of Africa.’

' Tam, &c.
His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty, (Signed) ©CASTLEREAGH.

ee. &e. &e.
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(Inclosure 1 in No. 75, b.)
Sir, - Treasury Chambers, October 27, 1819-

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of HisMajesty’s Trea-eury to inclose, for the consideration of Lord Castlereagh, an extract from a
report which has been made by Commodore Sir George Collier to the Lordsof the Admiralty.on his recent return from the coast of Africa, by which it
appears that Foreign Slave Traders are greatly assisted in their inhumantraffic by being enabled to obtain canoes and canoe-men from theforeign
European settlements.on the Gold Coast, and particularly from Dutch Accra:
And I am te. acquaint you, that as the Dutch Government is; no doubt,

ignorant of the assistance thus afforded to the illicit Slave Traders, whose
vessels are generally navigated under the Spanish, Portuguese, and Americatflags, my Lords would wish to suggest toLord Castlereagh, whether he may
not see fit to instructHis Majesty’s Ministerat the Hague, to represent the
same to the-Government of the Netherlands, and to urge that, conformable to
the practice at the English forts, the Governor uf the Dutch forts may be
directed to prohibit the supplying of any vessels with canoes, but such as are
engaged in innocent trade directly with those forts, so that slaving vessels
may be wholly deprived of this important assistance.. oO
My Lords, at the same time, wish to call Lord Castlereagh’s attention to

the observations of Sir George Collier, with respect to the necessity offurther
provisions for the more effectual suppression of this imhuman traffic, and to
the expediency of making such communications to the Courts of Spain and
the Brazils as may be most conducive to this object. .

a Tam, &e.

' William Hamilton, Esq. {Signed) C. ARBUTHNOT.
&e. &e. Se. .

 

(Inclosure 2 in No. 75, 6.)

Extract of the Report of Commodore Sir George Collier to the Lords of
the Admiralty on the subject of the Slave Trade.

“ THE veseels under the Portuguese and Spanish flags call at the settle.
ments and forts on the Gold Coast which are not under the controul of the
British, and there make arrangements for the supply of canoes as well as
canoe-men; the former are usually purchased, and the men hired; the canoes
eitherfollow the vessels or are taken in tow to such particular point of the
coast as best suits the views of the Slave Factor or Supercargo, who has been
previously landed from some other vessel, in order to make his arrangements,
orto Novo, Lagos, and Benni are not unfrequently preferred for collecting

the Slaves, -and the canoes are there-employed in taking them off, or-trans-
porting them, coastways, to some more convenicnt spot, till a full.cargo is in
readiness, when a few hours only are required to’ship them: For, with. a'l
‘the desire of His Majesty’s Government, and all the exertions of the Lords
ot the Admiralty to prevent the continuation of this traffic.on the coast of
Africa, North of the Line, still the temptations are se great, and the facilities
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for evading actual detection so many, both to Portuguese as well as Spaniards,
that all the zeal and anxiety of Officers employed to put into force the orders
of the Government will still be baffled.
“ The Slave Trade, especially as it is now conducted by the Spaniards,

Portuguese, and Aniericans, is more horrible than those who have‘not had the
misfortune to witness it can believe; indeed nodescription I could give would
carrya true picture of its baseness and atrocity; yet desirous:as His Majesty's
Government, I know, are to put an end to this traffic, and-anxious as I am
sure every British Officer witnessing the cruclty of this trade-must be to pre.
‘ventit, yet it is my duty to-observe, from my own positive knowledge and
experience, that until the North Slave Trade shall:be declared piracy, and
every one found engaged therein subject-to all the penalties of piracy, and
that vessels fitted out for the positive purpose of slaving :where it is still
allowed, be interdicted permission to approach the windward coast as well as
the Gold Coast, (the Benni or Biafra coasts being North of .the Line,) nearer
than ten Jeagues, this most detestable and more than ever cruelly conducted —
trade, will never beabandoned by the subjects of Spain, Portugal or America.
* Dutch Accra is one of the principal points on the coast for the. supply of

canoes to the slaving vessels, and the protection given by the flag of that
nation,.on these occasions, is afforded under the eye of the British:and Danish
settlements there, without even the power. of remonstrance.

No. 76, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to Count de Palmella, &c. &c.

Foreign Office, November 19, 1819.

THE undersigned has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Count
De Palmella’s note of the 29th October 1819, expressive of the difficulties
experienced by the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty in selecting
proper persons able and willing to undertake the duties of Portuguese Com-
missionersat Sierra Leone: and proposing, that, in the particular case of the
Nova Felicidade, the adjudication should be proceeded in by the British
Commissionersalone, -in the absenee of any on the part of His Most Faithful
Majesty; under an application to them of that part of the Art XIV. ofthe
regulation for the Mixed Commissions, which stateg, that in the case of the
death of one ‘or both of the Portuguese Commissioners at. Sierra Leone,
judgment shall be proceeded in by the remaining individuals of the Mixed
Commission there.
The undersigned has received His Royal Highness’s directions to give in-

structions to His Majesty’s Commissioners, in conformity with the above-
mentioned proposition on the part of the Count de Palmella, subjeet, never-
theless, to the understanding, that neither the British captors nor His Majes-
ty’s Government shall be held to be liable to any increased expence arising
out ofthe non-arrival of the Portuguese Commissioners.

The undersigned, &c. &c.
(Signed) - CASTLEREAGH.

Count de Palmela,

&e. &e. &e.
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No. 77,b.

The Earl of Clancarty to Vescount Custlereagh, KG. &c. &e.,° dated
the Hagwe, November 16, 1819,—Received November 19.

My Lorp, | i oO

I HAD the honour last night of receiving yourLordship’s dispatch, with |

its inclosures of the 10th instant, upon the subject of the facilities afforded to-
_, the prosecution of the Slave Trade on the coast of Africa from the Dutch set-

tlements on that coast. ; oO
Well aware of thepreat and constant anxiety of His Majesty’s Government

that no efforts. should be omitted to prevent the continuance of thisnefarious
traffic, I shall not fail, with zealous obedience to your Lordship’s instructions

_ ‘immediately to make such representations to this Court, as I should ho e__ may induce. from them the issue of prompt and peremptory orders to their
public Functionaries on the African coast, calculated effectually to put a stop:
to the illicit encouragement afforded by them toa trade which their Sove-
reign has already condemned by solemn Treaty. ,

I should hope at an early date to be enabled to acquaint your Lordship
with the result; and I have the honour to remain with great respect,
Se ‘MyLord, &e.

"Kiscount Castlereagh. K.G.
; Ke. oa

(Signed) , CLANCARTY.

&e. &ee , ,

 

No, 78, b.

Henry Chamberlain,Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &., dated
, Rio de Janeiro, October 12, 1819.—Received December 14.

I HAVE the satisfaction of being able to announce to your Lordship, that
the delivery of the letters, from theirRoyal and Imperial Majesties the King
of France and Emperor ofRussia to His Most Faithful Majesty, on the
subjectofthe final abolition of the Slave Trade, has taken place.
These letters, were presented to His Most Faithful Majesty at an audience

held for the purpose on Saturday last the gth instant. So
(Signed) ©H. CHAMBERLAIN

No. 79, b.

TisMajesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro to ViscountCastlereagh,

K..G. &c. &c., dated Ria de Janeiro, October 13, 1819.—Received De-
cember 14. ,

MrLon, .
IT is with notrifting degree of mortification and disappointment, that we

again address your Lordship, without having it in our power to announce the
opening of the Mixed Commission at this place.
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Wo had the honour of being presented to the King by Ilis Majesty's
Chargé des Affaires, a few days after our arrival, since which time, my Lord,
we have nut ceased to urge His Most Faithful Majesty’s Ministers, through
the medium of His Majesty’s Clargé des Affaires, to expedite those legal for.
malities which stood in the way of opening our Commission, but the ac-
complishment of this object previous to thesailing of the packet appear-
ing very doubtful so late as the 5th instant, we addressed a note to His
Majesty's Chargé des Affaires, to which we had thepleasure of receiving a
satisfactory reply St
The difficulty and delay is attributed to the novelty of the Tribunal. All

obstacles being apparently overcome, we this morning received a notice, re-’
questing our presence at the house of the Vice Chancellor to take the pre
scribed oath, and we agreed with our colleagues to adjourn from thence to
the Chamber of Commerce,‘no house having been yet appropriated for the
purpose of opening-the Commission. We failed not, my Lord,toattend at
the houseofthe Vice Chancellor; and we leave your Lordship to judge what
was our dlisappintment, at finding that the Vice Chancellor still detected in-
formalities on the part of his own Government, notwithstanding the pains
that had been taken on our part to have every thing in order; the conse-
quence of which is, my Lord, that we are under the necessity, to our great
mortification, of allowing the packet to sail, without announcing. to your
Lordship the installation of the Commission.

We have the honour to be, &c.

oo , Lo (Signed) HENRY HAYNE.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.

Se. Se. §e. ot

 

No..80, b. ,.

Henry ‘Chamberlain, ‘Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. Se. &e.,
dated Rio de Janeiro, October 13, 1819.—Received December 14. ©

‘My Lorp,: —

1 BEG leave to transmit herewith an official note (togetherwith the
jaclosures contained therein,) received : this morning from M. de Yilla- |.
nova Portugal, in reply to my note of the 13th August, respecting the
execution of certain stipulations of the Convention of 28th July 1817, of
which I had the honour to forward your Lordship a copy, by the Ches-
terfield packet, inclosed in-my dispatch dated 21st August.
From the present communication your Lordship will perceive, that

measures are already in activity for carrying into full execution the stipu-
lations contained in the fourthand seventh Articles of that Convention;
‘and that orders have been sent to the Portuguese Authorities at Mozam-
bique, Angola and. St. Thomas's, to fit out armed vessels to be employed
in preventing an illicit traffic in Slaves. ,

I have the honour to be, &c., .
_ (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

Viscount Castlereagh, K.G.
", Me. &. &e.
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(Tscloswre 1 in No:80,63

(Drasslation.)
‘The undérsigned, one of His Majesty’s Council, Minister andSecretary

of Statefor the Affairsof the Kingdom, charged,ad interith, with the
Department for Foreign Affairs and War,in reply te the note which:Mr.
‘Henry, Chamberlain, Consul General and Chargé d’Affaites.of His.
Britannic. Majesty addressedto him under date of the 18thAugustlast,
‘relative tothemeasureswhichthisGovernment ‘may have taken towards
‘putting into éxecution the stipulations of Articles four.and seven of the”
onventionof the28th July 1817, has to inform him, that the competent

department of Marine. having beendirected to cause ‘passportsto be
struck, off_and ,instructions to be printed; with which vessels engaged in
the Slave Trade ought to be provided, in conformity with ;what. was
adjusted and agreed’ upon by those Articles, all the vessels carrying on
this Trade have begun tobe cleared out, as well from this portas from the
other ports of Brazil, with the formalities indicated therein ; and by the '
inclosed copies of thesaid passports and instructions, Mr. Chamberlaia
will see the manner in which the before-méntioned ‘stipulations havebeen
fulfilled. Orders have likewise been already sent to Mozambique, Angola,
and St. Thomas’s, to build schooners and other vessels of war to be espe-
cially employed. in preventing theillicit. Traffic in Slaves, aceordingtothe
stipulations of Article seven. . mo

The undersigned takes. this opportunity to assure Mr. Chamberlain
of his particular esteem and regard. I

(Signed) THOMAS ANTONIO DE VILLANOVA PORTUGAL.

 

‘(Unclosure 2 tn No. 80,5

0 CONDEDOS ARCOS do Conselho.de SuaMagestade,Gentilho-
mem da sua Camara,Tenente General des Reaes Exercitos, Commendador
da Ordem, de Christo, Grio Cruz da de Sio Bento de Aviz, Ministro'e Se+
cretario de Estado dog NegaciosdaMarinha, e Dominios Ultramarinos,
Tuspector Geral da Marinha,

~. Faco saber a todos que o presente passaporte virem, que o naviede- _
neminado’ _ de téennelladas, levando i
homens de tripalacio, e passageiros, de que he Mestre! _

_ @ Doro Portuguezes, € vussallos—
deste Reino Unide, segue viagem para osportos de -
ecostade = ' @onde hade yoliar para.
Os ditos Mestre, e Dono havendo primeiro prestado o juramento necéssa<
rio perante __ + @ tendo provado legalmente,:que no dito
‘navio e carga nao tem parte pessoa alguaesttangeira, comose mostrapela
certidio da.mesma . que vai anuexa a este passaporte
os dites Mestre, e_ . Dono dodito
navioficandoobrigados a entrar unicamente n’aquelles portos da costa
d’Africa, ondeo Trafico da Escravatura he permittido aos vassallos do
Reino Unido de Portugal, do Brazil, e dos Algarves,e a voltardelé pata
qualquer dos portos deste Reino, onde unicamente lhes seré permittido
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desembarcar os Escravos que trouxereni, depois de ter: satisfeito as forma.
lidades necessarias, para mostra que se tem em tudo cgnformado com.ag
determinacdes do Alvaré de 24 de Novembro de.1813, pelo qual Sua-Ma.
gestade foi servido. regular o transporte de Escravos da costa d’Africa
para os seus dominios do Brasil,: E deixando elles de cumprir qualquer
destas condicdes,ficario sujeitos 4s penas impostas elo Alvar de :'-:

de contra aquelles fizeremo Trafico de Esoravosdehui
-wareira itlicita,.. E porque w& hida, oa volta, pode -ser encontrado em:
-quaesquer Mares, ou. portes pelos Cabos e officiees das néus,'e mais en.’
‘harcagdes.do mesmo Reino: Ordena El Rei~Nesso Senhor, que Ihe: nao
.pebbic inpedinento algum, 6 recommenda aos das armadas, esquadtas,
. inais embarcacuens dosHeys,Principes, Republicas, Potentados, amigos,
e allindos desta Corda, que lhe nto embatacem seguir a sua viagem,: antes-
‘para a fazer Ihe demi a ajuda, e favor de-qne necessitar, na certeza deque
‘aos recommrendados pelos seus prindipes, sé faré pela nossa parteo mesino,
-6 igual tratamento. Em fédo que Sua Magestade lhe mandovw' der este
_passaporte pot mim asignado,: e sellado com -o sello grande das ‘Armas
.Reaes, o qual passaportevalers s6mente por aed
por huiha viagem. ' Dado fo Palaciode" 208 -
dins do mez de do annodo nascimento de Nosso: Senhor
Jesus Christo de a

: Por Ordem dé Sua Excellencia. :

- Este passaporte, No. atthoriza o navio metemen.
eléniddo & levat a set boro dé hunia vez qualquer numerode Esctavos,
‘nao excedendo sendo | por tonnel-
lada; cénfornie he petmittide pelo Alvari de 24 de Novembro de 1813,
exceptuando sempre os Escravos empregadoscomo marinheirosou criados,
€ as criangas nascidas a bordo durante. viagem.

Por Ordem de Sua Excellencia.

 

(Translation of Enclosure 2 tn No. 80, b.).

-THE Coant dos Arcos,. a:Member of His Most Fuithfal Majesty’s
Council, Gentleman of his Bedchamber,  Lieutenant-General-o ah
Army, Commandet -of the Order ‘of Christ; Grand Gross: of ‘that!of
Saint Benedict of Aviz, Minister andSecretatyof‘State for the A‘fains
of the Marine and Trans-Atlantic Dominions, Inspector General ‘ofthe

avy, -

Make known to those that shall see the present passport, that’ the
vessel ‘called me of tons, and car-
ryit ine, and - ‘ passeners,

"s Master, and P eOmer,Portuguese,
and subjects of the United Kingdom,is bound to ports of
and ahd coast of, from ‘whence
she is to.return to , the said Master and Owner having
previously taken the required oath before the - oo

and having legally proved that no foreigner has any:
share in the above vessel and ‘cargo, as appears by the certificate’of that

oe which is annexed to this.
passport, the said - - Master, ‘and

. Owner of the said vessel, being
under an obligation to enter-solely such ports on the coast of Africa where
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theSlate Trade is permitted to the subjects of the United Kinedom’:
Portugal, Brazil, and theAlgarves, and to return fran ee Kins om :f
the ports of. this Kingdon,where alone-they shall be ‘permitted to land the
Slaves whom they carry, after “gomg ‘through the proper forms, to shew
that they have, in every respect,complied with the provisions of the Al-
yard of the- 24th of November 1813, by which HisMajestywaspleased
to regulate the conveyance of Slaves from the Coast of Africa to hig do-
minions of Brazil, and should they fail to execute any of these conditions
they shall be liable to the penalties denounced bythe Alvard of °

against those who shall carry on the SlaveTrade in aa jllicit
manner. And as in going or returning she may, either at sea or in port,
meet officers of ships and _Vessels of the same kingdom, The King our
Lord orders them not to give her any obstruction; and His Majesty Te-
commends to the officers of the fleets, squadrons, and ships of theKings,
Princes, Republics; and Potentates, the friends and aljies of the Crewn,
not to preventher from prosecuting her voyage, but, on the’ contrary, ‘0
afford her any aid and accommodation she may want for continuin oe
game, being persuaded that those recomended.by their Princes, wij], on
our part,experience the same treatment. In testimony ofwhich His Ma-
jesty has ordered her to be furnished by me with this passport, signedand
sealed with the great seal of the Royal Arms, which shall have validity
only for and for one yoyage alone, Given in the Palace

0of the in the ye
after the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ of year

- By Order of His Excellency.

This passport, numbered _ authorizes any namber
"of Slaves not exceeding: ... . being
per ton, as permitted by the Alvaré of the 24th of November 1813,tebe
on board of this ship at one time, excepting always such Slaves employed
as sailors-or domestics, and children bera on board during the voyage.

| By Order of His Excellency.

 

(laclosure 3 in No. 80, 6.)

Inatruoyocs destinadas para os Navios de Guerra Portuguesces e

Inglezes que tiverem a seu cargo o impedir o Commercio illicito de

Escravos.

ARTIGO I,
‘TODO o Navio de Guerra Portuguez ou Britannico terd o direito, na
conformidade do-Artigo quinto da Conyencio Addicionalda datade hoje,
devizitar os Navios Mercantes de huma ou de outra Potencia, que fizerem
realmente, ou forem suspeitos de fazar, 0 Commercio de Negros; e se a
bordo delles se acharem Eseravos, conforme o theor do Artigo sexto da
_Convencio Addicional acima mencionada; e pelo que diz respeito aos
Navios Portuguezes, se houverem motiyos para se suspeitar, que 0s s0-
breditos Escravos fossem embarcados em ‘hum dos pontos da Costa de
Africa onde este Commercio nio lhes. he j4 permittido, segundo as _Esti-

pulacdes.existentes entre as Duras Altas Potencias: nestecazo'tio sémente,
‘o’Commandante do dito navio de.guerra os poderd deter; e havendo-os
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- qualquer. —
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_ Métido, ‘deverkconduzi-los o mais promptamente.que for possivel para
setem julgados por aquella das duas Commissdes Mixtas, estabelecidas
pelo Artigo oitayo daConvengio Addicional de data de hoje, de qiie es-
tiverem mais proximos, ‘ou aqualo.Commandante do Navio Apprezador’
julgar, debaixo dasua responsabilidade, que pédde mais depressachegar
desde'o ponto onde o Naviode. Escravatura houver sido detido. —-
-Os Naviosabordo dos quaes se nio acharem. Escrayos destinados para

0 Trafico, nie poderéd ser detidos debaixo de nenhum pretexto ou motivo

Os.Criados ou Marinheiros Negros que se acharem a bordo destes ditos
Navios, no serdo em cazo nenbum.hum motivo sufficiente de detencio, .

ARTIGO II.

_ Nio poderd ser vizitado ou detido,debaixo de qualquer pretexto ou
motivo.que seja, nayio algum mercante, ou empregadu no Commercio de
Negros, em quanto estiver dentro de hum porto ou enseada pertencente:
@ hama das Duas Altas Partes Contractantes, ou ao alcance de tiro de.
pega das bateriasdeterra ; mag dado © cazo que fossem eucontrados nesta
situagao navies suspeitos, poderdd fazer-se as representacdes convenientes
4s Authoridades de Paiz, pedindo-lhes que tomem medidas efficazes para.
obstar a semelhantes abuzos.

ARTIGOIIL

As Altas Partes Contractantes, considerando a immensa extensio. das
Costas de Africaao norte do Equador, onde este: Commercio fica prohj-
bido, e a facilidade que haveria de fazer hum trafico illicito naquellas pa-
Yagenis onde a falta total, ou talvez a distancia dasAuthoridadescompe-
tentes impedisse de se recorrer a estas Authoridades, para se opporem ao
dito commercio: e para mais facilmente alcangareth o fim util que tem em
vista; Convierio de conceder, e com effeito se concedem matuamente a
faculdade, sem prejudicar aos direitos de soberania, de yizitar, e de deter
<omo se se encontrasse no mar largo, qualquer navio que for achado com
Escravos a bordo, ainda mesmo ao alcance de tiro de peca de terra das
Costas dos seus territorios respectivos, no Continente da Africa, ao norte
do Equador; huma vez que ali‘nio haja Authoridade local a qual se possa
recorrer, como fica dito no Artigo antecedente.. No cazo sobredito,os’
navies vizitados poderéd ser conduzidos perante as Commissdes Mixtag,
na forma estipulada no Artigo primeiro das prezentes Instrucgdes.

ARTIGO IV.

Nao poderas ser detides, debaixo de pretexto algum, os navios Portu-
guezes mercantes, ou empregados no Commercio de Negros, que forem
encontrados em qualquer paragem que seja, quer perto da terra, quer no
mar largo, ao suf do Equador, a menos que nio seja em consequencia
dese Ihes haver comecado a dar caca ao norte do Equador. ,

ARTIGO V.

Os Navios Portuguezes manidos de humPassaporteem regra, que tive-
rem carregado a seu bordo Escravos nos pontos da Costa de Africa onde.
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ois forem encontrados ao Norte do Equador; nio deveréo serdetidas pelos
navios de guerra das duas nacdes, quando mesmo estejio. munidos das pre-
sentes instruccdes, com tantoque justifiquem a suaderrota, soja por ‘ter,

_segundoos uzos da fim aohie Portugueza, feito hum bordo para o Norte
de alguns gréos,a fim de > N

causas legitimas, como as fortunas do mar, devidamente provadas; ou seja.

finalmente no caso em que Os seus passaportesmostrem que ellesse des-.
tinio para algum dos portos pertencentes 4 Coroa dePortugal,que estio.
sitaados fora do Contivente da Africa.

- Bem entendido que, pelo que respeita aos navios de Escravatura que
forem detidos ao Norte do Equador, a prova da legalidade da viagem de-
vera ser produzida pelo navio detido; e que ao contrario, acontecendo que

hum navio de Escravatura seja detido ao Sul do Equador conformeaesti-
pulacio do Artigo precedente, nesse cazo a prova da-illegalidade devera
ser produzida pelo apprezador. ; "
‘He igualmente estipulado que, ainda mesmo quandoo numero de Es-

crayos, que as cruzadores acharem a bordo de hum navio de Escrayatura,
no corresponger ao que declarar o seu passaporte, nio.serd este motive
bastante para justificar a detencdo do navio; mas neste cazo 0 capitao eo
don.o do navio dever4> ser denunciados perante os TribunaesPortuguezes
io Brazil, paraaliserem castigados conformeasleisdo paiz.

 commercio de Negros hepermittido aos vasallos Portuguezes, e que de-

ARTIGO VI.

Todo o navio Portuguez quese destinar a fazer o commercio licito de
Escravos, debaixo des principios declarados na Convencio Addicional de
data de hoje, devera ter o capitio e os dois tercos, ao menos, de nacko Por-
iugueza. Bem entendido, que. 0 ser o navje de construccdo estrangeira
nada implicara com a sua nacionalidade ; e que os marinheiros negros serio
sempre considerados como Pertuguezes, ‘com tanto que (se forem Escra-
vos) pertencdo a vassallos da Coréa de Portugal, ou que tenhio sido forra-
dos nosdominios de Sua Magestade Fidelissima.

-ARTIGO VIL

‘Todas as vezes que huma Embarcacio de guerra encontrar hum navio.
mercante estiver no cazo de dever ser vizitado, aquella devera comportar-.
Se com toda a moderacao, e com as attencdesdevidas entre Nacdes Amigas
e Alliadas ; e em todo o cazo‘avizita seré feita por hum Official que tenha;
.0 Posto ao menosde tenente da Marinha.

ARTIGO VIII.

ir buscar ventos favorayeis; seja, por, outras.

+

‘As embarcacdes deguerra que, debaixa dos principios declarados nas .
presentes instruccdes, deliverem es navios de Escravatura, deverad deixar -
abordo toda a carga de Negros intacta, assim como o Capitio, e huma .
parte, ay menos, da tripula cio do dito navio.
O Capitio tara buma declaracio authentica porescrito,quemostreo estado

ent que elle achou a embarcacio detida, e as alteracdes que nella tiverem
havido.. Deveré tambem dar ao Capitio do Navio de Escravatura hum—
certificado assignado dos papeis que houverem sido apprehendidos a0. dito
Davio, assim como do numero de Escrayos achados' a bordo ao tempo da.
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detencio. Os Negros no seréo desembarcados, senio quando os navios
bordédos quaes se achiio, chegarema0 lugar aonde a validade de preza
deve ser julgada por huma das duas Commissdes Mixtas, para que, no eazo
que nao sejio julgados de boa preza, a. perda dos donos possa mais facil.

mente resarcir-se. Se porém houverem motivos urgenies, procedidos da
duracio da viagem, do estado de saude dos Escravos, ou outros quaesquer,
que exijao os Negros sejio desembarcados todos, ou parte delles, antes de
poderem os navios ser conduzidos ao lugar da residencia,de huma das:
mencionadas Commissides, o Commandante do navio apprezador poderd
-tomar sobre si esta responsabilidade, com tanto porém que aquella neces-
-sidade seja constadadaporhum attestado em forma,

ARTIGO IX.

"Naé se poder4 fazer transporte algum de Eseravos, como objecto de
-coyamercio, de hum para outro porto do Brazil, ou do Continente e IThas
da Costa de Africa para os dominios da Corda de Portugal fora da Ame-
rica, senda em navios munidos de passaportes ad hoe do Governo Por-
tuguez.

Feito em Londres aos vinte e oito dias do mes de Julho do anno do Nas-.
cimento de Nosso Senhor Jezus Christo mil oitocentos e dezesete.

(L. 8.) CONDE DE PALMELLA,

(Translation of Inclosure 3 in No. 80, b.).

nstructionsintendedfor the British and Portuguese Ships of War employed
toprevent the illicit Traffic in Slaves.

ARTICLE 1..

EVERY British or Portugueseship of war shall, in conformity with
‘the fifth Article of the Additional Convention of this date, have a right
to visit the merchant ships of either of the two Powers actually engaged,
-or suspected to be engaged in the Slave Trade; and should any Slaves.
‘be found on board, according to the tenor of the sixth Article of the
-aforesaid Additional Convention, and as to what regards the Portuguese
vessels, shouldthere be ground to suspect that the said Slaves have been.
embarked ona part of the Coast of Africa where the Traffic in Slaves can
no longer be legally carried on in consequence of the-stipulations in force
‘between the two High Powers: In, these eases alone, the Commander of
the said ship of war may detain them; and having detained them, he is
to bring them as soon as possible for judgment before that of the two
Mixed Commissions appointed by the eighth Article of the Additional
Convention of this date which shall be the nearest, or which the Cem:
mander of the capturing ship shall, upon his own responsibility, think,
he can soonest reach from the spot where the Slave ship shall have been’
detained. © 7 , -

Ships on board of which no Slaves shall be found intendedforpurposed:
of traffic, shall not be detained on any account or. pretence whatever. _

Negro servants or sailors that may be found on board thesaid: vessels,
cannot in any tase be deemed a sufficient cause for detention.
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ARTICLE Ii.

No merchantman orSlave ship can, on any account or pretence what-
ever, be visited or detained whilst in the port or roadstead belonging to
either of the two High Contracting Powers, or within cannon-shot ofthe
batteries on shore. But in case suspicious vessels should be found so ¢ir-
cumstanced, proper representations may be addressed to the Authorities
of the Country, requesting them to take effectiial measutes for prevent-
ing such abuses. a

ARTICLE UL

The High Contracting Powers, havitigtn view the imménge dktent of
the shores of. Africa to the north of the Equator, along which this com-
merce continues prohibited, and the facility thereby afforded for illicit.
traffic on points where either the total absence, or at least the distance of
lawful Authorities, bar ready access to those Authorities; in order to pre-
vent it have agreed, for the more readily attaining the salutary end which
they propose, to grant, and they do actually grant to each other power;
withotit prejudice to the rights of Sovereignty, to visit and detain, as if
on the high seas, any vessel having Slaves on board, even within cannon-
shot of ‘the shore of their respective territories on the continent of Africa
to the north of the Equator, in case of there being no local Authorities to
whom recourse might be had, as has been stated in the preceding Article,
In such case, vessels so visited may be brought before the Mixed Com-
missions in the form prescribed in the. first Article of the preceding
lnstractions.

ARTICLE IV.

No Portuguese merchantman of Slave ship shall, on anypretente
‘whatever be detained, which shall be foutid any where rear the land, oP-
onthe high seas, south of the Equator, wiles after a chaeé that shalt”
have conmmeaced north of the Equator.

ARTICLE V.

Portuguese vessels furnished with a regular passport; having Sl&ves on -
board shipped at those parts of the Coast of Africa where the trade is.
permitted to Portuguese subjects, and which shall afterwards be found
North ofthe Equator, shal} not be detained by ships of war efthe tw na-
tions, though furnished with the present instructions, provided the saitfe
can account for their course, either in conformity with the practice of the -
Portuguese navigation, by steering some degrees to the northward in
search of fair winds, or for other legitimate causes, such as the dangers.of
the sea duly proved; or, lastly, in the ease of their passports proving
that they were bound for a Portuguese port. not within the Continent of
Africa,
Provided always that, with regard to alt Slave ships detained to the

north of the Equator, the proof of the legality of the voyage is to be far-
nished by the vessel so detained. On the other hand, with respect to
Slave ships detained to thesouth of the Equator, in conformity with the.
stipulation ofthe preceding Article, the proof of the Hlegality of the voy-
age is to be exhibited by the captor.

It is in tike manner stipulated, that the number of Slaves found on
board a Slave ship by the cruisers, even should the number not agree with
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that contained in theirpassport, shall not be a sufficient reason to justify —
the detention of the ship ; but the captain and the proprietor shall be de-
nounced in the Portuguese Trivunals in the Brazil, in order to their being
punished according to the laws of the country. ®

ARTICLE VI.

‘Every Portuguese vessel intended to be employed in the legal traffic
3n-Slaves, inconformity with the principles laid down in the Additional
Convention of this.date, shall be commanded by a native Portuguese, and

- two-thirds, at least, of the crew shall likewise be Portuguese: provided
" always, that its Portuguese or foreyn construction shall, in no wise, affect
its neutrality, and that the Negro sailors shall always be reckoned as Por.
tuguese; provided they belong, as Slaves, to subjects of the Crown of
Portugal, or that they have been enfranchised in the dominions of His
Most Faithful Majesty.

ARTICLE VII.

‘Whenever a ship of war shall meet a merchant vessel liable to be
searched, it shall be done in the most mild manner, arid with every atten-.
tion which is due between allied and friendly nations, and in no case shall.

the search be made by an Officer holding a rank inferior to that of Lieute-.
nant in the Navy. 7 ,

ARTICLE VIIL..

_ The ships of war which may detain the Slave ships in pursuance of the:_
principles laid down in the present instructions, shall leave on board all.
the cargo ‘of Negroes untouched, as well as the Captain, and.a part, at:
Jeast, of the crew of the above-mentioned Slave ship..
The Captain shall drawup,in writing, an authentic declaration, which:

shall exhibit the state in. which he found the detained ship, and the
changes which may have taken place init. He shall deliver to the Cap-'
tain ofthe Slave ship a signed certificate of the papers seized on board the
said vessel,.as wellas ofthe number of Slaves found on board at the.mo-.
ment of detention. . The Negroes shall not be disembarked, till after the.
vessels which contain them shall be arrived at the place where the legality
of the eapture is to be tried by one ofthe two Mixed Commissions, in order
that,in the event of their not being adjudged legal prizes, the loss of the
proprietors may be more easily repaired. If, however, urgent motives,
deduced from the length of the voyage, the state of health of the Negroes,
or other causes, required that they should be disembarked entirely, or in
part, before the vessels could arrive at the place of residence of one of the
said Commissions, the Commander of the capturing ship may take on him-

" self the responsibility of such disembarkation, provided that the necessity
bestated in.a certificate in proper form.

_ ARTICLE IX. .

‘No conveyance of Slaves from one port of the Brazils to another, or
from the Continent orIslands ofAfrica to thé possessions of Portugal out.
of America, shall take place as objects of commerce,except in ships pre-
vided with passportsfrom the Portuguese Government ad hoc.

Done at London, the twenty-eighth day of July inthe year of our Lord.
oneU.eusand eight hundred and seventeen, :

(L.S.)' CASTLEREAGH.
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No. 81, b.

|Henry. Chamberlain. Eeq. to ViscountCastlereagh, K. G. &é. &e., dated,

" Bio de Jansien, Qotober 18, 1819.--Receixed December 14.

MuLorp.

D1copsequeneeof-e couununicationfrou His Excellency M. de Villa-.
nevaPorjugal, ressived last exening, notifying that the’ necessary orders-

Chancellor to administer. thé oaths: to:baseeee theHigh t o3
the British and Portuguese Commissioners, preliminary to the Installa-
tige of the Mixed Commisnion, thegegentlemen liave been this day fo the
houseef the Rexetbargador Joze Adbano Fragoso, whojs acting in that
capacity pro tempore, but | regret to.say that this Magistrate folind gonte
informalityinshe documents they presented to hini, andrefused ‘te pro-
cead ie the businessti}there were rectified.
Mr. Mexnepps Dr.Cunningham have just called at my“house on their

wayhome, 40.make me.scquiinted with: is unekpedted difficulty, which|
ttodn--efigatuallydisappaiptad almyhopes.ofbeingableby this.pack’

nosnceMispromised [pata}iation. . -
YaurLardabip Day, powaver, depend -Bpen my. ing the ‘Minister

to-morrow sipon-she subject,and that exerx poasihie
maje.pp.mypartto.remoxe.or-véemeslytheobjectionsthat:havé thassud-

denly presented shemedisies, J bopethe next packetsillnot-sail,with-

out carrying -the .eccountof .ita basing taken: place, -accoihpanied:by

coies of the -coreasparstense,thathakpassedon e.apbyect:;
Adnasructionshare.beepsentto theCofde de;Ralmelja; '

Majesty .(aaddo.sendthemonpithant:daly} to. Siete edne;zhither

Comsristions will be. sent adtes -tham, .as: soon: as-theié sobinations:aro:
known. .

Viscount-Castlereagh,K-G.  -{Sigtied)’ “1H.CHAMBEREAIN.-
he. He. Be,
 

No.:82, b..

‘Pho:CountdesPalmalla txVisqoupt-Cectlentagh,KiGi fie-Leti

Exrescr. "-Londres'ce 31Deeonibre,2819.

JAI recu. la lettre officielle que votre Exeellence..m’a fait Ibeonent de.

m’éerireon.date-diy 28'Octobre dernier;avec plusieurs dogumes ‘aBnexés,tons
réatifa.diJa ‘Trite,des Négress.etjo n'ai,pas,manque, conformémabteams
_déiradewptreExcallence,:d’en. adnesear austitotla copie &monGavveramont
Notre lettre, milord, srpite trois points bien diatinats,snrchacnindeaquedsx

meifaiaunAoxoir.deyous répendre.
1RMO.s,ea, saisie. du achsoner Portugais. Nova Felicidade, parun.desBatimenns.

‘erpiseursde, Sa,Majesté:Britannique.au. sujetduguel voos,mavigadda eekit
une note en date du 25 Octobre. Dansma réponee.d,cette: note;Je.oe.suis

empress, milord, .de. suggérer -le moyen qui.me.payait:le plusvatyrel poir

exertion shall be

? , toname fit per.
sons.as Sarmmiseieness..pro. temppre dn thepart. of His Most! Faithful
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caccélérer le jugement. sur la légalité de cette prise,méme avantVarrivéedeg
‘Commissaires Portugais qui doivent faire partie de la‘Commissionmixte regj-
dant & Sierra Leone; et vous aurez reconnd, Jespére,-dans.€et em ressement
de tha‘part, la preuve la plus €vidente de la loyauté avec Ja‘laquelle Sa Majesté.
Trés Fidéle désire contribuer a l’exacte exécut ion de laconvention du 28 Jui].
let 18175-et empécher ou, punir.toute contravention a ce Traité: - Crest done
aux Commissaires qui se trouvent actuellement 4Sierra Leone qu'il appartien-
dra de juger'sur la question de fait; savoir s'il est prouvé que le-echoonerNova
‘Felicidade doit étre condamné suivant les principes fixés dans la convention
ci-dessus mentionée. Quant au nombreexcessifdesEsclaves que’on ditavoir
‘été trouvés 4 son bord, Votre Excellence n’ignore pas que ce:cas° se trouve’

réva dans la convention -susdite, et ne: suffit pas pour’faire: eondamner le.
Batiment, mais quelecapitaine et le propriétaire deviennent passibles, dapras
les Loix Portugaises, de chatimens:trés graves, -pour avoir“contreveni au ra.
-glement que fixe; d’aprés le ‘port dechaque Batiment,-le-iombre desclaves
qu'il peut lui étre permis de transporter... Jen’aipasmanqué-dans'le apport:
que j’ai.fait.4.ma.Cour de cette affaire, deréclamer touts 's6fi attention sur cette:
circonstance importante, et si lée-crime est--prouvé,je’le:doute pas que les-
coupables ne -subissent, dans toute sa riguer, te chatinient qu’ilsaurontimé-
rité, et que P’humanité réclame. - Aureste;~jedois vous‘assurer,’ Milord, : que’
les Loix Portugaises, rénouvellées encore:dernigrement par'Sa. Majesté Tras
Fidelle, sont trés strictes et tras positives & cet-égard,.: mais “si -effeetivetticnt:
le Vaisseau‘dant il s’agit faissait: un.commerce. illicite,inedoit pasparditre
-étonnant,: qu’on. ait cherché a entasser un plus grand nombred'esclavesque!
les Loix:ne tepermettent,.ct certainement les Batimens Britanttiques;‘oudé:
‘toute autre-nation: qui, :en-contraventiondes Loix-de leurs Pays; transporteitt’
-encore actuellement des esclaves-par-contrebandedais les-colonies; “séretideiit'
-tous plus au moins coupables du mémeabus et.dela méme iahdmanité,” 5
- 2ndo; Quant a laquestion généralede-Tabdlition-de--la'Traite des Neptés,

‘que votre Exeellence touche dans:sa lettre, elle ignore“pas que-éetteques’
tion est-pour:le Brésil-d’une importarice - trop:grave, pour que “jzpuisse*pie’
-eroire autorisé a la discuter. ainsi. incidentellement. :-Sa Majesté' TrésFidélo«
deja beaucoup fait pour donner, 4 cet égard, unegarantie de ses intentions
‘bienfaisantes. Elle espére-que:letemps la mettra 4 méme-de concliire unjour
cette ceuvre.salutaire, -et elle régardera-ce jour camme’un‘des plus Heureux:de
son régne. :Enattendant,tous.ses-sdins sont employés pour améliorer-te sort
des Esclaves, -et surtout:leur-traversée-de la -céte d’Afrique a celle-da'Brésil.
‘Crest la:peut-étre le bienfait le plus essentiel que Phumanité démande,-et le
Gouvernement Portugais se trouvé#mnie deVeffectuer ‘d’autant‘mieux, ‘qué’
c’est dans les ports de ses propres colonies sur la-céte d’Afrique que les esclaves
sont embarqués. :Enfin, les Gouvernemens de'l’Europe sont trop justes pour
ne pas appercevoir, que l’abolition finale dela Traite doit éprouver au Brésil
desdifficultés, majeures, -et pour désirer que Sa MajestéTres: Fidéle-adopte a
cet égard des mesures-précipitées, surtout s’ils.considérent‘que ce commerce
etait faitnaguéres.par toutesles ‘autres nations qui possédent des:colanies, et
ar la Grand Bretagne elle méme, .et qu'il n’est pas devenuplus. blamable:au-

jourd -hui qu'il ne |’était par'le passé.” .. oe
‘Stio. “Le troisiéme-pointdont -il -@agit dans lalettré de ‘Votre Excellence,

cestadire, les rapports deSir-Georgé Collier sur les Evénemensqui ont:eu:
lieu dans FIsle du Princé,-et ‘Ja -détention de deux:Batimens-Portugaissotip-
gonnés: par luidefairele eommerce illicite-des Esclaves;ayant deja-été référe a
ma cour, comme Votre Excellence me dit, etcommejele vois par la copie- de
sa dépéche “a Mr. :Chamberlain, ‘qu'elle -abien voulu me communiquer,’je
-mabstiendrai, jusqu’a-ce-que j'aie reeu des ordres-positifs, d'entrer.& cet égard
dans une discussion détailleé. — oeJe suispersuadé, cependant, que Je ‘Gouvergment -Britannique est. trop
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“juste pour ne pas avoir égard aux réclamations fordéesqui’pourront lui etre
‘adressées dans la suite surcette affaire, et qu'il réconniitra’lui-niéme, com-
-bien il importe que les stipulations de la convention du 28 Juillet 1817, -ne
-goient pas violées par ses eroiseurs, s'il désire que le principe de droit mutuel
de visite, que le Gouvernement ‘daSaMajeste Trés Fidélea le premier adopté

ur empécher, autant que faire se pourra, laTraite illicite des négres,
nisse étre admis successivement par les autres nations maritimes. __
 -Quant a- Taccusation portée contre le Gouverneur de I’Isle du Prince, de

prendre part 4 cetrafic illicite, ‘Je n’ai pas’ manqué dela signaler a attention
denion Gouvernement, qui s‘empressera certainement defaire 4 cet égard les
-pacherches necessaires,etde mettre un terme a cet abus, s'il existe, ainsi qu’ a
Yentrepét que lon suppose établi dans T’Isle du. Prince, pour conduire par
eantrabande des eselaves dans les ‘colonies Espagnoles. yy ne niera pas la

ssibilité de ‘tels abus, mais c’est par des communications officielles etde
pane foi entré les deux Gouvernemens, qu'on peut chercher 4.ks découvrir,
i les punir, et2 Jes empécher, et non pas en employant,comme il me senible’
que Sir GeorgeCollier l’a fait Pinjustice et la violence.
* Sespéreque Votre ‘Excellence me connait assez pour étre persuadé,. que
dans les observations que je'me suis permis, il n’entreacune espéce d’aigreur,
maisseulementle désir d’eviter tout malentendu,et de rétrécir, autant qu'il
pest dépendrede moi, les liens d’Amitié qui unissent nos devx pays. Je puis -
sansdoute me tromper mais jose croire que Votre Execllence ne doutera pas
de JaJoyautéetde la sincérité de mes inteittions.” ee

(Signed) = -LE .COMTE. DE PALMELLA,
ViscountCastlereagh, K.G. a

&e, &e. Xe.

No. 82, b.

(Translation.).

| ‘The'Count dePalmellatoViscount Castlereagh, K.G. &e. &e.
Extract, _ London, December31st, 1819.

-Lhavé'rééeivedthe official letter, which your Excellency:didnre'the ho--
noar.to writeto me, wnder date of the 28th of October last, together with the
eeverak documents annexed, relating: to-the Slave‘Trade, and I did not fail,
agreeably to your Excellency’s wishes, immediately to forward copies of them
to. my Government. © .
Yourletter, my Lord, treats upon three very distinct-subjects, upon each

‘of which-I feel: it my duty to reply to you. ;
“ -1st."With regard to the eapture ofthe Portuguese schooner, Nova Felici-
dade, by: one- of:His Britannic Majesty’s schooners, on which. subjett you
have already written.to:me'a note, dated the 25th of October. ‘In my reply
to that note, I was anxious, my Lord, to suggest the mode which appeared:
tome the most natural to: expedite the sentence ‘on the legality of that-cap-
ture,-even: previous-to the arrival of thé Portuguese Commissioners, who are
‘to form: part of the Mixt’Commisvion residing at Sierra Leone; and you will
perceive, I trust, .in-this. anxiety on my part, the most indisputable proof of
the fidelity with which His MostFaithful Majesty desires to contribute to a
strict adherence to the‘Convention of the:28th July 1817, and to prevent or
punish every deviation-fromthat Treaty. ‘Ft will be the duty, therefore;of
_the Commissioners who are resident at Sierra Leone, to judge’ upon the point
iwdispute, viz.-Whether it be proved thatthe schooner Nova Felicidade is to
be condemned upon theprinciples laid-down :in the ‘Convention above-men-
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“toned. , With regardtotheiminenisenumberofSlivés Popdrtalltohave'beonSaat ohbs Sal ite Leds ee be <ortle PA et th: € his ee te mwah a 1 £53 Pasi .“foundoft board; yourExcellency ig aware that’ this case is: provided fy'ta the
onvewtion 4) ve-mentioned,and is not. sufficient to condemnthetess.

‘Butdhecaptain andowner subject themselves,bythelaws of Portugal’ to the
3 isTO untae, bv acted ebatraty: to therepulaton-what
‘defines, according.to the tonnage of each yesscl, thenuniberof Slaves’heig
aliswedtocarry. so. i

»., Ip the repartwhich T have‘madeto my Court on this ‘sabject, Edid-net
Tail to ealits paiticular attention to this important circunistance, and in cate
fe crime is proved,I have fio doubt that the guilty parties will suse thie
iitmost severity oF Punishment which they havedeserved,‘and: which hyima-
amity, 0
Bi
ort §

   

emands.. Moreover, J can assure you, my Lord,.thatthe Portuguese
y ately ‘again cnforoe by His Most Faithful Majesty,aré vetyatrige and

posilyein ‘this respect. But if the vessel in question should,inrestity,have
traded illicitly,it will not appear extraofdinary,thatan‘effort has ‘been tnade
“to ehtice'on boar a gisater humbbrof Slaves than the laws ellow, “and th.
Gstionably British ships, oy those of anyother nation which,in defuticeaf
the lawsof their country,. still actuallycarry Slaves in, 3eoutrabpad mganer

dette coloniesbécdmne'all, more or less, guilty of thesame crimeead inhs-

ne With Fee rd 4p tlig general question of the sbolition#f thé Slave
iad treated of in Voor Exedled

is of too
ted of in | A LHGY 8 letter, you are aware thatthis eubject

‘of too serious importance to the Brazils to-allow mete foet:authorizedto
fiscass it,.as,it were, iacidentally. His Most Faithful Majesty has alread
“doen Preat'deal by Bivitig’a’givafantee of his beneficent intentions in this
respect. He trusts, that at some time the dayWill‘arrive,‘whren he will'be
enabled to complete this salutary work, and hewillconsitter that day-as one

oe

?

Tree

ofthe happiest of pis reign... In the mean tinte, all his endeavours. ara di,
rected towards ameliorating the condition of Slaves,.and especially their voy-
age from the coast of Africa to.the &astof Brazil. This is, perhaps, the
most essential benefit which humanity requires; and the Portuguese Go-
vernment is the better able to dotifer‘ft, ‘Sinde the ports where the Slaves are
-embarked are thgse of‘her own colonjes on the eoast ef Africa..: .In-Gne, the
Governitients'of‘Rte aieto just‘andl éalightavied not to ‘perceive that the
final gbolition of, the frat must ex rience greaterdifficultiesinthe-Brazils,
ér'to deSire thatitis '#to t Faithful M: \jesty should adopt precipitate measures

-in'this respect, especially: ifthey Searinmind that:this ttaflicrwascarried on,
spotilong-agh,, by evety otherhitida }possessing volonies,-andevenvdy:Great
qeheivelf,'and tat it~ts ‘aot! ndre<blameable now tum:itsdas "been,

ithetto. — | .
___ 3d. The third point treated ofin your Excellency’s letter, ishat ‘is'to:say,
theaccqunts receivedfrontSir-Georgé Collier;oftheeventswhich haveteken.
_place at Prince’s Island, and the detention of:‘tro:Portuguese’ shipswhiah’ he
Suspebted of carrying onthe-SlaveTradeyhaviug-abready been referredtomy.
Court, ‘as :Y bur. Excellency informsme?bnd-s:bperceve;byra copy ofyour
dispatchto. Mr. ‘Chantberlain, whichyouhave had: thegoodnessto communi-
‘cafe.to me, I ‘shallabstain, nntil' I. have received positive instructions,'.as to
"entering tnto-a'detailed discussionupon‘thissubject.
J ‘am .persuaded,however, that .the: British Government: possesses, too

thuch justice not to payattention to suchwell-founded representations’ as- it
“may. from'time to time receive upon.this’subject . arid:that it-will itselfac-
Knowledge‘how-highly.important itis that the’stipulations. of the:Conven-
‘tion of the 28th’July 18%7,-shoald:not'be violated ; ‘if it--be -desirous ‘that
“they rineiple of ‘mutual right of‘search,which the Government ofHis:Mast
Faithful Majesty:‘hasbeen the’ first to adopt, -in- order: to ‘pravent;-as far‘as
(possible, theillicit:trade-in‘Slaves,:Yiaybeadmitted. byallother matitome
powers’successively, “
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With regard to the charge adduced against. theGovernor of Printe’s Esland,

of having taken. part in this illicit trade, I have not failed to submit-it to the
particular attention of my Government,. who willcertainly lose no time in-
causing the necessary inquiries to be made respecting it, and to put an end
to such abuse, if it exists, as well as to the depét, which is supposed to ‘be-
established in Prince's Island, for conveying Slaves by contraband means
to the Spanish colonies, I will not deny the possibility of such abuses, but
it isonly by official communications, and good faith between the two Go-.
yernments that we can seek to discover and to preventthem; and not by
acting with violence and injustice. .
"| trust your Excellency knows me‘too well not to be persuaded that in the
observations which I have takeri the liberty of making, I am, actuated ‘by
no sort of ill-will, but solcly by.a desire to avoid, as faras lies in my power,
any kind of misunderstanding, and to draw closer the ties of friendship
which unite the two countries. I may undoubtedly be mistaken, but I
trust that yout Excellency will do justice to the loyalty and sincerity of my
intentions.

(Signed) LE COMPTE DE PALMELLA. »

‘Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e &e.  &e,

 

No. 83, b. -

Eari of Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &¢. &c., dated the Hague,
December 28, 1819.—ReceivedJanuary 1, 1820.

My Lorp,

‘REFERRING to your Lordship’s dispatch ‘of the 21st instant; ° and.
to. mine with its inclosure of the 24th of the same month; Ihave
adw the Honotr to transmit a copy ofHis Excellency M. le Baron de
‘Nagell’s official note addressed to'me on the 25th instant, in which
he ackriowledges the receipt of the Notification I was:directed to make
to His Government, of the issue of the Instructions annexed to the Treat
of the 4th of May 1818, by His Majesty’s Government, to Sir George Ralph |
Collier, of His Majesty’s ship Tartar of 42 guns.

. Ian, &c., .
(Signed) CLANCARTY.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
ke. «6. oe.

 

(Inclosure in No. 83, b.)

Le Baron de Nageil a te Comte de Clancarty.

La Haye, ce 25 Decembre 1819.

LESoussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, aYhonneur d’accuser & Son
Excellence le Comte de Clancarty, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Piéni-
potentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique la réception de ‘sa note du 24me de
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Decembre dernie?, pat la quelle le Soussigné est informé daprés la‘teneur de
YArticle.3 du Traité entreles Royaumes’ de la GrandeBretagne et des Pays:
Bas, en date du 4me Mai 1818, pour prevenir ét empecher le Commerce des’
Esclaves, .que le vaisseau de Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande Bretagne Tartay.portant 42 pieces de canon, et commandé par Sir George Ralph Collier, afecn'
les instructions requises par Je Traité susmentionné,. ,

‘LeSoussigné, en remerciatit M. Ambassadeurde cette information officielle. -s'est empressé de la éommuniquer aux ‘Depattenieris de la Marineet desColonies, et saisit, &c. oo
. (Signed) A. W. C. DE NAGEL,
“4 Son Excettence M. lé Comte de Clancarty,

&a. &. &e.

(Translation of Inclosure in No. 63, 3.)

Baron deNagell to the Earlof Clancarty, e.&e,

The Hague, December %, 1819.

THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreien Affai rs, has thehonour to‘acknow-:ledge the receipt of the note of His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty, .Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary from HisBritannie Majesty,
dated the 24th of December last, by which the undersigned is intormed,that, according to the tenor of the third Article of the Treaty between theKingdom of Great Britain and the Netherlands, dated the ath May 1818 ;fox
the prevention and abolition of the Slave Trade, His Britannic Majesty's shipTartar, of 42 guns, commanded by Sir George Ralph Collier, has recéivedthe instructions required by the-Treaty above mentioned. _ . :
The undersigned thanks the Earl of -Clancarty for this official ‘taformation;:which he will communicate without delay to the Departments of the: Marineand of the Colonies. .
oe _ (Signed) A. W.C.’DE NAGELL:

HisExcellency the Earlof Clancarty, |
&e. &. de.

 

No. 84, b.

Count dePalmella to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &x. &e,

Londres,ce 27 Janvier 1820,
LE Soussigné, Envoyé Extraordinaire et MinistrePlénipotentiaire de‘Sa Majesté T'rés Fidéle,a la satisfaction d’annoncer& Son Excellence’ Mi-_ Jord Castlereagh, que Messieurs les Gouverneurs du.Royaumede Portu-:gal, conformément a. Pautorisation que, pour cet effet, ils avoient recuee Sa Majesté Tras Fiddle, ont nommé Messieurs Joao Jacome Altavillaet Joaquim Cezar de la Figaniere, pour former de Ja part de ‘Sa susditeMajesté, la Commission Mixte, étabiie a Sierra Leone,‘lepremier en quaJité- dé Commissaire Juge,et le-second en celle‘de Coimmissaire Arbitre.
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Le Soussigué, persuadé qu’il est de Vintention et-de Pinterdt- des deux
Couvernemens,quecetteCommission soit complette leplutét possible, prend
Ja liberté de suggérer & Son Excellence Milord Castlereagh, comme un
moyen d’y parvenir, que le premier bitiment Britannique que le Gou- |
yernment fera parti pour SierraLeone, touche a son passage a Lisbonne,
et y prenne 4 son bordles ‘susdits ‘Commissaires Portugais.—Si Son Ex-
cellence approve ce projet, le Soussigné laprie de-le lui faire savoir le.
plutét possible, afin qu'il puisse en instruire sans délai Messieurs les
Gouverneurs du Royaume de. Portugal.
‘En attendantil croit devoir joindre, comme il fait ici, la cepie.des let-

tres patentes par lesquelles Leurs ExceHences ont. procédé 4 la nomina-
tion des susdits Commissaires.
Le Soussign’ profite de cette occasion pour présenter 4 SonExcellence

 

‘Milord Castlereagh 1*assuraince de sa haute considération.

| (Signé)
- Viscomte Castlereagh, K. G. LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.

&e. &e. &Ke.

No. 84, b.

(Transiation.)

Count de Palmella te Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e., Ke.

London, January 27, 1820,

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and MinisterPlenipotentiary
of His, Most Faithful Majesty, has the satisfaction to announce to His
Excellency Lord.Castlereagh, that the Governors of the kingdom ofPor-
éugal,.inpursuance of the authority which they had received te that effect
from His Most Faithful Majesty, have named Messieurs Joao Jacomo
Altavidla and Joaquim Cezar de.la Figaniere, toform the Mixed Commis-
sion established on the part of His said Majesty at Sierra Leone—the
former in- quality of Commissary Judge, and the latterin that-of Com-
missioner of Arbitration. . _
TheVndersigned, in thepersuasion that it is the intention and theip-

terest of both Governments that this Commissionshould be completedas
goon as possible, takes the liberty of suggesting to His Excellency Lord
Pastlereagh, as a means of attaining that end, that thefirstBritish vessel
mhich,the Government shall dispatch for Sierra Leone, should touch at
Lisbon on its passage, and there take on board the above-mentioned Por-
tuguese Commisssioners. If His Excellency approve this plan, the Un- |
dersigned requests him to inform him of it as, soon as possible, in order
that hemay, without delay, communicate it to the Governors of the king-
dom of Portugal. — ek, 7

In the mean time he thinks it right to inclose, dnd he herewith incloses,
a copy of the Letters Patent, by virtue of which their Excellencies have
proceeded to the nomination of.the above-mentioned Commissioners.
The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to present to His

Excellency ‘Lord Castlereagh the assurance of his high consideration.

(Signed)
¥iscount Castlereagh, K. G. THE COUNT DE: PALMELLA,

&e. &e. Ko. -
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Ne. 85, b:

Eavi of Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, A. G. Se. &e., dated the-Tqgue,

January 28, 1820.—Recewed February 1.

My Lonp, ©

.REFERRING to your Lordship’s dispatch ofthe 13th October last, upon
ihe subject of the proposed “ Regulations for the guidance of the Commis.
sioners appointed for carrying into effect the Treaties for the abolition of the
Slave Trade ;” and alsoto the official note. which, in obedience to your in..
structions, I presented to this Court thereon, a copy ofwhich was transmitted

. for your Lordship’s information by my dispatch of the 5th November last;
I have now the honour to inclose herewith a copy of M. le Baron deNagell’s
note upon the'subject of those regulations.
Though this paper expresses the approbationof this’Court of the regu-

lations as applicable to the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, consent to
_ “their adoption, and moreover announces generally approval and adoption of
the three first forms applicable to the Commanders of vessels, yet I must
nevertheless own myself to have been somewhat surprised, as well as disap-
pointed, at its remaining substance; because, notwithstanding the desire
«expressed by me on the part of my’ Government in my note of the 3d
November, that as little time as possible should be lost in the final decision
‘of this matter; now, at the end‘of nearly three months (as far “as relates
to this Mixed Commission at Surinam,) the whole of this’ business is still
to'be begun.

_ I therefore waited upon M. de Nagell to converse with him upon this
‘subject. . - -
Hestatedthat the.delay which had occurred, arose from the King’shaving

been very considerably engaged in other affairs; and assured me, that every
‘endeavour should be used on his part to have the matternow brought to an
early termination: in‘ the mean time, however, he stated thatthe:King had
‘riotbeen‘insensible to the inconvenience which might arise.from the inactivity
‘ofthe Mixed Commission at Surinam, from the want of’ proper:authorityto
act in unison; and pointed particularly to that part of his note’ tome,
wherein, till the ultimate instructions shall be issued, the Mixed Commission
‘js authorised by this Government to employ, pro rewatd, such. forms. as:may
appear most analagoustothe Treaty,and most expedient for the proceedings.
~" "Though I should much doubt that the temporary expedient, thus'pointed
at, can -be redered at ail available, itssuggestion at least evinces a desire to
avoid delay; and M. le Baron de Nagell assures me he will use his best
efforts for this purpose. . ”

. I have the honour to be, &c.
Viscount Casilereagh, K. G. (Signed) | €LANCARTY.

&e &e. KC.

 

(Inelosure in No. 85, 8.)

Le Baron de Nagell & le, Gomte de Clancarty, §¢..§.

Le Haye, ce 5 Janvier 1820.

LE Roi appréciant combienil importe que les Commissaires, établis‘en
Vertu duTraitedu 4 Mai 1818, pour I'abolition de la Traitée des Négres, soient
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munis d'instractions consonantes, a fait. examiner, dans cet esprit, les for-mulaires transmis le 3 Novembre dernier, par Son Excellence Lord
Claticarty, &e,.. / moe .Le Soussigné, &c. a été chargé de faire conngitre, que pour autant que ces
formulaires concernent le Tribunal’ Mixte de Sierta Leone, Sa Majesté ne
fait aucune difficulté leur adoption. Mais par rapport au Tribunal Mixte deSurinam, od les jugemens devront étre prononcés au nom de SaMajesté; il seranéeessaire dé suivre untordredeprocédure et des formulaires ‘plus conformes aceux: ent usage dans.les Colonies des Pays Basi _: En‘conséqnenee: les ‘dispositions réquises viennent d’étre prescrites, pour
quece dernier Tribunal fasse dresser des formulaires de ce genre jen. Hollandais,

. tout:ealui:latssant dans lentrefait, la liberté d’emplover pro re.natd les for-
inulaives’ qui lui-:paraitront tes plus analogues au Traité précité, et les plus
expédiens pour linstruction des procés, |
Quant aux trois premiers formulaires remis par Son Excellence LordClan--

arty, destinésuniquement aux Commandans des vaisseaux autorisés a Ja. saisic.
des Négriers, ils ont été homologués par le Roi, et remis au Ministre de la Ma-
rine, aux fins de les faire traduire en Hollandais, pour en munir les Officiers.
des vaisseaux autorisés afaire. les récherches sur la Traite-des Néagres, et leur
servir'de régle et dinstruction. —

_ _Le Sousigné& Vhonneyr, &c,,
Le Comte de Clancarty, " (Signé) A.W. C. DE: NAGELL.

&e. &e. &e.

 

(Translationof Inlosure in No. 85, b.)

Baron de Nagell to the Earl of Clancarty, &c.-&e.

The Hague, January 25,1820.

THE’ King, duly appreciating how important it is that the Commissioners
established in virtue of the Treaty of the 4th May 1818, for the abolition of
‘the Slave Trade, should be furnished with suitable instructions, has, with this
object in- view, desired that the’ forms should be examined which were
received from His Excellency the Karl of Clancarty in his note of the 3d.of
November last.” a Oo .
‘The undersigned, &e. is authorised to declare, that so far as these forms

relate to the Mixed Tribunal at Sierra Leone, His Netherland Majesty has
‘no objection to their adoption. But with regard to those which relate to the
‘Mixed Tribunal at Surinam, where sentence is to be pronounced in the name
of His Majesty, it will be necessary to adopt a mode ofproceedingand.forms

" more analogous to those in use in the colonies of His Netherland Majesty.
“The ‘necessary instructions have consequently been given in this latter Tri-
bunal to prepare forms of this description in the Dutch language, leaving to
them in the interim the liberty of using such forms pro re natd, as may
appear to them to be the most analogous to the Treaty above-mentioned, and
he most proper for conducting the proceedings.

_ With respect to the three first forms transmitced by His Excellency Lord |
Clancarty, which are intended ‘solely for the Commanders of vessels em-
powered to detain Slave ships, they have been contirmed by the King, and
transmitted to the ‘Minister of Marineforthepurpose of being translated into.
‘the Dutch language, and furnished to the Officers of ships authorised to make
inquiries relative to the Traffic in Slaves, and to serve as a guide and instruc-
tion for their conduct.

The undersigned, &c. _
Larl of Clancarty, (Signed) A, W. C. DE NAGELL.
&e. &e. &e,

469



470

98

No. &6, b.

His Majesty's Commissigners at Syrinam to Viscount Castlercagh, K. (.
&c. &c., dated Surinam, Nopember 93, 1819.— Received February 2, 1820,

My Lorp,

IN obedience to the commands of His Royal Highness the PrinceRegent,
communicated tous by your Lordship, that we should from time to timereport the proceédings of the Court of which we are appointed Members, for
the information of His Royal Highness’s Government, we have the honour
to inform your Lordship, that no case has yet occurred which would admit ofthe interposition of the Court ; at the same time, we feel it our duty to com-municate to your Lordship, that under the fifth and sixth Articles of a De.crée issued by the Netherland Government, an official copy of which wehave the honour to inclose, a Trade in Slaves with the West Indian Islandsdoes exist; that two vessels, one from Guadaloupe, the other from Marti.
nique, under the French flag but consigned to inhabitants of thiscolony,

. are at the present time discharging their cargoes of Slaves in the river Suri-
nam; and that a ship under the Netherlandcolours has sailed from hence
for the purpose of purchasing Slaves at Pernambuco. —

We have the honour to be, &c. &c.
(Signed) CHRISTOPHER EDWARD LEFROY.

: British Commissary Judge.
‘THOMAS §. WALE, Arbitrator.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. °
&e. &e. &e.

(Inelosure. in No. 86, b)

(Transfatiqn.)

Surinam Courant, January 12, 1819.

PABRAMABAIBO. |

PROCLAMATION RESPECTING THE SLAVE. TRADE.

We, Cornelis Rynhard Vaillant, Knight of the Order of the. Netherland
Lion, Governor-General, ad_interiin,of the Colony of Surinam, and Com-

_ Mander in, Chief of the Land and Sea Forces in the same, &c. &c. &c.

To all who shall see the presents, or shall hear them read, greeting.

WE notify, that we have received from his Excellency theMinister: for
Public Instruction, National Industry, and the Colonies, adispatch, No.1190,
dated September26, inclosing a decree of his Majesty, given at Loo, September
17,1818, of the following tenour :— .
We, William, by the grace of God, King of the Netherlands, Prince of.

Orange Nassau, Grand Duke of Luxemburg, &c. &c. &c. .
Having considered our decree of. June 15, 1814; likewise. Article eight of

theTreaty concluded August 13, 1814, between our kingdom and that of
Great Britain ; as also Article one.of the Treaty dated the 4th of May, of the
same year, all relative to the abolition of the Slave Trade ; andArticle sixty’
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of the Fundamental Law: and being solicitous to prevent a traffic so dis-graceful to humanity, We, on the proposal of our Minister for Justice and Fo-
reign Affairs, and after hearing the Council of State, have decreed and do
decree:—

ARTICLE I.

No one, of whatever description, in our West India colonies and settle-
ments, or on the coast of Guinea, shall be permitted to carry on the Slave
Trade, or to be directly or indirectly connected with that traffic, whether by
fitting out ships or vessels for that purpose, or by having an interest in the
fitting out, to that end, of national or other ships and vessel, and by design-
edly letting them by contract for such object, or by shipping, buying, selling,
bartering, and openly or surreptitiously importing, or causing to be Fmported,
Negroes, as Slaves, into any Netherland or Foreign colony or settlement out
of Europe, on pain, to transgressors and their accomplices, of incurring a pe-
nalty of five thousand florins, besides being declared infamous, and imprisoned
for the period of five years.

ARTICLE II.

To the samepunishment shall be liable all foreigners, who, subsequently to
April 1, 1819, shall have carried to, or imported, or attempted to import, into
our above-mentioned colonies and settlements one or more Negroes, and who
shall be apprehended in our said colonies and settlements: and any ships and
vessels, laden with Negroes, which, previous to that period, may put into any
ofthe Netherland harbours in those parts of theworld, shall immediately be
warned off.

ARTICLE III.

Penalties similar to those specified in Article I. shall be inflicted upon all
Masters of vessels, Steersmen, and Supercargoes, whether Netherland or fo-
reign, who shall have lent their assistance towards the carrying on of the pro-
hibited Traffic in Slaves, and shall, in consequence, after the above period,
have carried to, or imported into, or attempted to carry to or import into, the
said coloniés or settlements, any cargo of Negroes.

ARTICLE IV.

Sailors, and other seafaring men, who shall.be apprehended in our colonies
on acharge of having deliberately entered into the service of ships or vessels
knowing them to be engaged in the Slave Trade in general, or in the importa-
tion ofSlaves into our above-mentioned colonies and settlements, shall, by way
of punishment, be imprisoned for two years ; and those who discover it after-
wards, shall immediately stand discharged from their service, and take the first
opportunity, unattended with danger to themselves, to quit the same, on pain,
in the contrary case, of incarring the punishmentalluded to.

ARTICLE V.

The above denunciations ofpunishment,however, shail no way apply to
Slaves now existingtxthe colonies or to their children, whether born or that
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may be born, respectively, who shall be transferred to and from- any Nether.
land colony in’ the West Indies, or to and from any foreign colony, or any
portion thereof; and we expressly declare, that no one whosoever shall,
on that account, be suffered to be at all molested, inasmuch as such import.
ation and transfer does not come within the meaning of the prohibited
Slave Trade.

ARTICLE VI.

Neither shall the punishments threatened by the present law be made ap-
plicable to those who shall save and succour any Slave vessel in distress, or
who may have transhipped from such vessel any Slaves, provided the Com-
mander give due information of it within fourteen hours of his putting into
the first port he shall make.

Our Ministers ofJustice and Public Instruction, of National Industry and
the Colonies, are directed, each according to his department, to see the above
carried intoexecution ; and the latter shall cause the present decrce to bepro-
claimed and affixed, as usual, in the before-mentioned colonies and settle.
ments ; and cupics of the present decree shall likewise be communicated to
our Ministers for Foreign Affairs, and to the Council of State for their inform-
ation.

Given at Loo, September 17, 1818, and in the fifth ofourreign. ,
. (Signed) WILLIAM.

By order of the King. _
(Signed) J.G. DE MEY VAN STREEFKERK.

 

No. 87, b.

- Viscount Castlereagh to the Count de Palmela, &c. §c.

Extuaer.: ForeignOffice, February 15, 1820.

VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH presents his compliments to the Count
de Palmella, and has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the
Count’s note of the 10th instant, announcing that the Commissioners ap-

- pointed by His Most Faithful Majesty to reside at Sierra Leone, have
arrived in London, on their way to the former place. —

 

No. 88, b.

His Mayesty’s Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro to Viscount Castlereagh,
K. G. &c. &e., dated Riode Janeiro, December 22, 1819-—Received
February 26, 1820.

My Lorp, :

WE have at length the honour of announcing to your Lordship, the’
Installation of the Mixed Commission at this place. | -



101

‘Since-wehadlast'the honour:ofaddressing your Lordship, wehave waited:

on His Majesty’s ‘Minister at this Court, to beg His Excel ency would urge
the opening of the Commission previous to the sailing of this packet; and in
consequence of -His Excellency’s application, we were appointed to ‘meet the
Portuguese Commission onthe18th December, which we accordingly did,
and for-theproceedings of that day we beg leave to refer your Lordship ‘to
the Protocol of which we have the honour of inclosing a ‘copy, it conse-
vence of which we addressed a note on the subject to His Majesty's

Minister at this Court. .
Gurfirst sitting was-adjourned to the 23d instant, when we propose meet:

ing to arrange:the'forms of our future proceedings; and we have no:reason.
to think, My Lord, that the documents necessary to the rendering us an
efficient Tribunal will’be torig delayed.

We liave the honour, &c.
. (Signed) HENRY HAYNE,.

Fiscount Castlereagh, K. G. - ALEX, CUNNINGHAM.
&e. &e. &e. .

— pnainneenernseensanavenneeeres,

{Inclosure in No. 88, 4.)

(Translation):

‘ON the 18th of December 1819, in this Cityand Court of Rio de Janeiro,
m'the Room ofthe:Conferences ofthe Royal Boardof Commerce, Agricul-.
ture,”. Manufactures und : Navigation of this Kingdom: of Brazil, and’‘the-
ultra-marine Dominions, did‘assemble in quality of Commissioners, Judge,
and Arbitrator on the part of. His. Most Faithful Majesty theKing of~the’
United Kingdom ef Pottugal, Brazil, and the Algarves, ‘Silvestre Pinheiro
Ferreira and.Johu Pereira de Souza, and on-the part of ‘His Britannic Ma-
jesty, the King of the United Kingdomof Great Britain: end ‘Ireland, the
Commissioners, Judge, and) Arbitrator, Henry Hayne and Alexander Cun-.
ningham, with the view. of opening, im compliance -with tlie:'Royal Decrec
of theah of, October last, and with the Instructions subjoined to it, the
Mixed Conimission; which,im¢qnformity with the Convention.of the28th
July 1817, annexéd to the Treaty of the 22d January 1815, was to be esta-
blishedin this kingdom of Brazil; I Braz Martins Costa Passos being pre-
sent as secretary, and producing ‘tlie Alvafattiat appoints and adthorizés iné
to hold that place, and which after being read and allowed to be in good and
due form, was confirmed by the Supreme Chancery, so as. thatthe Com-
missary Judge, Silvestre Pinheiro Ferreira, pursuant totheroyal orders, put
to me the oath, binding ‘me faithfully to discharge my duties according to
the above Convention and Treaty;-and to watch in every respect over the
serviceof His MostFaittifat Majesty, as well as over the right ofthe parties.
And the Commissioners, Judges and Arbitrators having all, in each other's
presente, taken the oath prescribedby theabove-mentioned convention, in
the hand of the’Dezembargador Jozé Albano Fragozo, Judge of Criminal
Causesto the Courtand the Royal Family, acting in the capacity of Supreme
Chancellor;thePortugueze Commissioners, Silvestre Piaheiro Ferreira, and
Jobii Pereira de Souza’ exhibited to the Board the respective Alvaras ‘of.
their appointment, which are recited underneath,.as did the BritishCom-
missioners their Commissions In the English language, which are likewise.
recited underneath, whereupon the two British Commissioners: offered the
follawinig-olsérvations :—That, the Commission having thus beeninstalled,
in compliance and conformity with the royal orders, they, tlie BritishCom-
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missioners, conceived, that being unprovided with @ commission from HisMost Faithful Majesty such as the Portuguese Commissionersbad received,their jurisdiction would not be respected by the Authorities of these king.<doms; to which doubt it was replied by the Portuguese Commissioners, thatthey were not instructed how to satisty it, nor did they know whether itwould be properto bring it under His Majesty's notice, inasmuch “as their
instryctions lett that point undecided. . The British Commissioners therefore
deslared, that they reservedit to. themselves, to apply, through the medium
of their respective Eavoy, to the Government, for the necessary explanations
on that important subject. And to certify that the act of installation tookplace in the manner above stated, J drew up the present Instrument, whichthey signed in common with me.

HENRY HAYNE. . .
SILVESTRE PINHEIRO FERREIRA.
ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.
JOHN PEREIRA DE SQUZA.
BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS.
 

No. 89, b.

Viscount Castlercagh to Count de Palmella, Sc.Se.

Foreign Office, March i, 1820,

_YISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH presents his compliments to Count de
Palmella; and in order that he may be enabled to reply to thatpartof the
Count’s note of the 21st ultimo, whereinhe desires to. know what further
steps may be necessary for enabling the Commissioners appointed by His
Most Faithful Majesty to reside at Sierra Leone, to enter upon their functions .
‘without delay, upon’ their arrival at that place; Lord Castlereaghrequests
the. Countde Palmella would have the goodnessto transmit .to him.the
original appointment of those Gentlemen, which he will lose.no time, in-cans-
ing to beexargined by. His Majesty’s Law Officers.

 

. Tam, &c., .
Gount de Palmella, {Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

Ke. &e. &e.

No. 90, b.

The Count de Patella to Viscount Castlereagh, K: G. Se. &e., dated
- March 6, 1820.

Extract. .
LE Comte de Palmella a Thonneur de faire ses complimens 4 Milord

Castlereagh, et conformément aux désirs exprimés par Son Excellence dans
sa note du 1 dece mois,il s’empresse de lui addresser ci-joint lori inal des. > :

dettres patentes dont se tronvent munis lesCommissaires Portugais, qui doivent
former, de la part deSaMajesté Trés Fidéle, 1a Commission Mixte ‘établic a
Sicrra Leone. _ oo. a a ._ I protitede‘eette oceasign, pour présenter 4 Milord Castlereagh Dassurance
ae sa haute considération,
a  —— (Signé). LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.

Viscount. Castlereagh, K. &.
&e &e. ke.
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No. 90, b. -

(Translation.) :

The Count ge Palmeila to ViscountCustleréagh, KwG. Se. &e., dated

| March&, 1820,

Exrpact. .

THE Count of Palmella has the honour’ to present his compliments to
LordCastlereagh, and, conformably to the wish expressed by His Excellency

. in his note ofthe 1st instant, takes the earliest opportunity of transmitting
to him herewith inclosed, the original of the letters patent with which the
Portuguese Commissioners, who are to form the Mixed Commission esta-
blished on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty at Sierra Leone, are pro-
yided.; and he avails himself of this opportunity to present to Lord Castle-
reagh the assurance of his high consideration.

(Signed) THE COUNT DE PALMELLA.
| Fiseount Castlereagh, K.G.

&e. &e. &e,

 

Unclosure in No. 90, 4.)

Os Gouernaavres dos Rcynos de Portugal ¢ desAlgarves, Se.

-FAZEMOS saber a todos.a quem econhecimento dessa nossa Carta deNo-
~ eneagdo Interina pertencer, que, autorisades especialmente para este effeito por
SuaMagestade Fidelissima Nosso Senhor El Rey do Reyno Unido de Portu-
gal e do Brazil e Algarves, temos nomeado, como por esta nossa Carta nomea-
mas,em vertud daSita faculdade a Joio Jacomo Altavilla e a Joaquim Cezar
de la Figamiere para haverem ‘de exercer em Serra Leio 0 primciro os fane-
gocns de Commissario Juiz, e 0 secundo as de Commissario Arbitro, na Com-
missio Mixta que no dito Porto deve estabelecerse, em conformidade do ajus-
tado entre Suas -Magestades Fidelissima e Britannica, no Artigo octavo de
Convengio de vinte e oito de Julho de mil ‘oito centos e decesete Addicional
ao Tratado de.vinte e dos.de Janeiro de mil oito centos e quinze, relativo a0
Commercio dos Escravos; e isto até que Sua Magestade Fidclissima Nosso
Senhor seja servido ou confermar esta nossa. Nomeacio, ou outra couza dispor:
‘Autorisamos por tanto os ditos dois por nos nomeados, de cujas boas quali-
dades de intelligencia e probidade somos informados, para, como Commissa-
rios por parte.deSua Magestade Fidclissima Nosso Senhor, hirem logo residir
no teferido estabelecimento de Serra Ledo, e para ali, conjuntamente com os
Commissarios nomeados por parte de Sua Magestade Britannica, ouvirem, ex-
aminarem e julgarem sem appclacio todos as cauzasde captura de embarca-
coens de Escravatura, que lhes forem apresentados, conforme as estipulazoens
tle mencionada Convencao, regulamento e instruccoens a ella annexas: Pres-
tando os mesmos dois Commissarios, antes de entrarem em exercicio, perante
© magistrado principal do Paez, ojuramento de bem e fielmente julgarem se-
guudo suas consciencias, nio dando prefcrencia nem aos reclainantes nem aes
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scaptores, e regulandose em todas as suas decisoens pelas estipulacoens do Tra.
-tado de vinte e dois de Janciro de mil oito centos e quinze e da convencio ad-
dicional, Para firmeza dequemandamos passar a presente CartadeNomea-
-gio a qual Vai por nos assinada e sellada com’o sello Real deste ‘Reino Unido.
Dado ei Lisboa no’Palacio'do Governo dos onze de Janeirodo anno do Nas.
-cimento de Nosso Senhor JesusChristo de mil oito centos e vinte..

(L.S8,) C. CARDINAL PATRIARCHA.
C.R. CONDE DE PENICHE.
B.M. PEREIRA FORJAS.
MARQUEZDE BORBA.
RICARDO RAIMUNDO-NOGUEIRA.

 

(Translation of Inclosure in No. 90, 6.)

| The Governorsof the Kingdoms-of Portugal and ofthe Algarves, &e.

WE notify to all who ought tobe informed of these our letters of tem-
porary appointment, that, having -been -specially authorisedfor this pur-
pose by His Most Faithful Majesty our Lord the King of the United
Kingdom of Portugal and of Brazil, and of the Algarves, we, in virtue of
thesaid power, have named, as by these our letters we do name, John Ja-
como Altavilla and Joaquim Cezar de la Figaniere to execute, at Sierra
Leone, the former the functions of Commissary Judge, and the latter the
office of Commissioner Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission about to be
established at that port, in conformity with the agreement between their
Most Faithful and Britannic Majesties, contained in Article eight of the
Convention signed the twenty-eighth of July 1817, and appended to the
Treaty-concluded January 22, 1815, relative to the Slave Trade, to be in
force till such time as His. Most Faithful Majesty, our Lord, shall be
pleased either to confirm this our nomination, or to determine otherwise:
wherefore, we authorise theabove two individuals, appointed by us, and
ofwhose good qualities, in point of intelligence and probity,-we are satis.
fied, to proceed immediately to, and to reside at, the settlement of Sierra
Leone just.mentioned, in the character of Commissioners, on thepart.of
-His Most FaithfulMajestyour Lord ; and there, jomtly withthe Cammis-
sioners nominated on the part of His Britannic Majesty, to hear, examine,
and judge, without appeal, all causes of captured slave vessels brought
-before them, conformably to the stipulations.of the above-mentioned Con-
vention and Regulations, and ofthe instructions thereanto annexed: and
‘the said two Commissioners shall, previous to entering-upon the. exercise
of.their functions, :take, before the Chief Magistrate of the-country, the
oath of well and faithfully passingjudgment agreeably to theirconscience,
of not.shewing partiality either to appellauts or captors, and ofgoverning
themselves in all their decisions by the stipulations-of the Treaty of Janu-
ary 22, 1815, andof the additional Convention. In-confirmation ofwhich

- we have directed the present letters of nomination.to be made out, which
are signed by us, and sealed with the Royal seal of this United ‘Kingdom.
DatedLisbow, Palace ofthe Government, January ‘Ll, in the -year of our
Lord Jesus Christ 1820. ;

€L.S.) C. CARDINAL PATRIARCH,
C. R.-CONDE DE:PENICHE.
B. M. PEREIRA FORJAZ.
MARQUEZ BE BORBA. |
RICARDO RAIMUNDO-NOGUEIRA.
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No. 91, b,

His Majzsty's Commissioners at the Havannah to Viscount Castlereagh,

K. G. &e. &c., dated Hevannah, November 12, 1819.—Received

March 19, 1820.
;

My Lorp,

IN consequence of the temporary absence of one of the Commissioners of
[lis Catholic Majesty, and ofthe subsequent illness of the Captain-General of
this Island, the opening ofthe Mixed Commission to be established here. un-
der the Treaty between Great Britain andSpain of the 23d September.1817,
‘did not take place till the 11th instant. oe a
Upon that day, the Commissioners of the two nations, accompanied by. the

Secretary of the Commission, proceeded to, the house of the Captain-Gene-
ral, where his Excellency administered to us severally, in proper form,. the
oath prescribed by the Treaty;—our’ respective Commissions having been
previously produced and examined, that of His Catholic Majesty’s Commis-
sioners being merely a royal order addressed by the Mimster of State, Don
_Jose Pizarro, in July 1818, to the Captain-General of this Island, notifying
the appointment of the persons whom His Catholic Majesty had been pleased
to’ nominate Commissioners and Secretary under the above-mentioned
Treaty. :
The proper oath was subsequently administered to the Secretary of the
Commission.
‘ The Commissioners then proceeded to the office which had been pre-
viously: prepared, and the Mixed Commission was declared accordingly to be
opencd.
Phe Commissioners appointed on the part of His Catholic Majesty are, Don

Alexandro Ramirez, Intendant of this Island, as Commissary Judge, and Don
Francisco. Araugo, a Counsellor of the Indies, as Commissioner of Arbitration :
the Secretary is Don Rafacl Gonzalez, an eminent Lawyer established im the
town.
The unavoidable delay which has occurred in opening the Commission, bas

fortunately not occasioned any inconvenience, as no vessel detained by the
cruizers of either nation, in conformity to the stipulations of the Treaty of the
23d September 1817, has as yet arrived at this port.

We have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) HENRY THEO. KILBEE.
R. F. JAMESON.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G..

&e. &e. &e.
 

No. 92, b.

Ms Majesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro to Viscount Castlereazh,

K.G. &e. &c., dated Rio de Janciro,. January 10,1830.—Received

March 19, 1820.

Extract.

WE had the honour of informing your Lordship, on the 22d ultime,
that our second sitting was to take place on the following day, and we now,
beg leave to inclose a copy of the Protocol No. 2, which contains the resulc
ofthat day’s conference.’ , .
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(Inelosure in No. 92, 6.)

(Translation)

Protocol of the Proecedings of theMixed Commission at Rio dé Janeiro,

Extract.

ON the 23d of December 1819, the Commissary Judges, Silvestre
Pinheiro Ferreira, and Henry Hayne, and the Commissioner.Arbitrator,John Pereira Souza being met; the Board was informed by the Commis.sary Judge, Henry Hayne, that the Commissioner Arbitrator, AlexanderCunningham, was prevented by indisposition fromattending.
The Commissary Judge of His Britannic Majesty represented,-that

he and his Colleague were instructed to agree with the Commissionersnominated by His most faithful Majesty, upon the manner of proceeding inthe discharge of the duties entrusted to them, and that, as they had receivedfrom their Government several printed papers, drawn accor. ing to prece-
dents by the High Court of Admiralty of Great Britain, for the regulationand guidance of the Commissions established in virtue of the Treaties con.cluded with Portugal, Spain and Holland, they proposed the following pers
to be translated, approved, and entered in the Records of the Commission,80 as to constitute part of its regulations, viz:

Ist. The declaration of the two Negociators who signed the Convention,in which declaration ‘they rectified the :mistake’ committed in the printedConvention respecting the position of Cabinda andMolembo,
2d. The Alvar4 of January 16, 1818.
3d. The interrogatories and questionsto be put -to witnesses, with suchtmodificatioris as. may’ appear’necessarytd the Commission, in.particular.cases.) a

_ 4th. TheRegulations, properly so called, which were taken from thogemade out by the Court of Admiralty, and adapted to the exigencies of theseMixed Commissions onthe Slave Trade, _
“The Portuguese Commissioners replied, with regard to adopting, and insert-ing in the Records ofthe Commission, the papers presented to the Board by theBritish. Commissioner, that the first paper, containing the declaration of thenegociators who had signed the Convention, in whichdeclaration they rectifiedthe error of the press, ‘in respect to the geographical position of Cabinda andMolembo, it-appeared to them, that, as it was a State Paper, ‘intended as anintegral part of the Convention, ‘this Commission ought not merely to insertit in its Records, but address His Majesty officially, to solicit HisMajestywould direct-that the same publicity should be given it in His dominions asit had, by means of the press, received in those of His Britannic Majesty,the more especially as in the copies of the. Convention. which wereprintedand published in this City, there existed not only that error, but another in-the English ‘Text, by laying down the territories of Molemho and Cabindain 5 deg. and 12 sec. instead of.12 min. as expressed in the Portuguese Text..That, in like manner, the insertion of the Alvaraé of the 16th January1818 in the Records of the Commission appeared to be useless, in as muchas that Alvardwas a public law, and inserted in the gencral collection ofLaws.. on a os
Touchitig the régulations and theform of the interrogatories, the Portn-guese Commissioners answered, that they must, in the first instance, beexamined by the Board, in order that the Commission, after having in-formeditself of their contents, might adopt as much as should be found
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compatible with the form of summary process established in the Portuguese
Courts of Justice; and supply, in accordancewith that form, what is not.
compatiblewith it, so as to enable them tosend the regulations andformula
‘of interrogatories up to the Royal presence, accompanied by the needful in-
formation; and since hitherto n6 Interpreter, as mentioned in Article three
of the Instructions, had been appointed, the Commission were. nowunder the.
necessity ofsoliciting His Majestyto ‘be pleased, "as ‘sp edily ‘as ‘possible, to
ive orders concerning the nomination and functions of the sai ‘prete
5 the end that the said Article ofthe Regulations, after tone booelated’
might be discussed, and presented;to His Majesty,for,HisRoyal -sppro-
bation. :
‘To which the British Commissary Judgeagreed, obserying,. that.in

case His Majesty’s Government should think properto make any essential
alteration in the said Regulations, he reserved’.to himself the right of re-
questing a comuiunication of the reasons there might exist for the necessity
ofsuch alterations, to enable him, on his part, toconvey them to the notice
of his Government. a _.

SILVESTREPINHEIRO FERREIRA.
HENRY HAYNE: ,
JOAO PEREIRA DE SGUZA..
BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS.

 

No. 93, b..

Viscount Castlereagh to the Count de Paluella, &6. §e.;

. Foreign Office, March 27, 1820.

VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH presents his compliments to the Count
de Palmella. He has had the honour to receive the Count de Palmella's
note of the 6th of March 1820, tegether with the original letters patent
therein inclosed, constituting the nominationon the part ofthe.Go-
vernors of Portugal of the Gentlemen destined to sit, on the part of His-
Most Faithful Majesty, in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission
at Sierra Leone. .
~- Lord Castlereagh has the honour to return the original, of this docu-
ment, and to acquaint the Count, that he has forwarded to His Majesty’s
Commissioners at Sierra Leone a copy thereof, togetherwith: the com-
mands of His Majesty, that they should enter provisionally upon the
duties of the Commission with the Portuguese Gentlemen referred. to,*
‘being very essential to avoid any. further delay in this respect; but ag #
is also very important, that every sanction which is contemplated by. th
Treaty shall be given to the appointment of the Commissioners, so that
no formality should be left unobserved, the neglect of which wight tend
to invalidate in law the proceedings of the Commission, whem: porsibly.
questioned by any of the parties; Lord Castlereagh begs to suggestto
the Count de Palme!la the expediency of pressing his Courtto forward,
as oon as possible, the approbation of His Most Faithful Majesty to the
nomination of these Gentlemen,set forth in a formal document, . whicir
should sanction the appointment and the. proceedings taken in virtue
thereof, from the date of the letters patent nominating themtobe Com-
missioners at Sierra Leone on the part of His MostFaithful Majesty.

Viscount Castlereagh avails himself, Kc.

Count de Palmella;.
&e. &e. Re.
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No. 94, b.

‘Elis Majesty's Commissioners at Surinam ‘to Viscount Castlereagh, KG:
Sc. &c., dated Surinam, November 15, 1819.—Received March 30, 1840.

My Lorp,

.WE have the honour to inform yourLordship.of our arrival; on the 2t5¢
of last month, in Surinam.
We have obeyed your Lordship’s directions in notifying the same to the

Governor of .this colony,. in conferring with the Commissioners appointed
by HisMajesty the King of the Netherlands, and in taking in proper forra
the oath preseribed.
- We have also t6 inform your Lordship, that the Commission‘is prepared to
act, on the occurrence of a case subject to its cognizance.—

We have the honour to'be, &c. :
CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. THOS, S. WALE.
&e. &e. &e.

 

(Inclosure in No. 94, b.)

( Translation.)

GAZETTE OF THE GOVERNMENT.

Notification concerning the appointment of the Mixed Commission;

We, Mr. Cornelis Rynhard Vaillant, Knight of the Order of theNether-
Jand Lion, Governor-General, ad interim, ‘of.the Colony. of Surinam,
&e. &e. &e.

To all who shall see the presents, or hear them read, greeting, we notify,
THAT as by Article the 7th of the Treaty,- concluded the 4th May 1818,

at the Hague, between His Majesty the King’ of the Netherlands and. His
Majesty the King of Great Britain andIreland, with the view of counter
acting the Slave Trade, it has been agreed between the High Contracting
Parties, for the purpose of adjudging; with the least possible delay, such ships »
as might be detained for having engaged in the prohibited traffic in Slaves,
to establish in one of the possessions of His Majesty the King of the Nether-
Jands, and in one of the possessions of His Majesty the. King of Great
Britain, respectively, a Mixed Commission, composed of an equal number
ofpersons of both nations, to be appointed thereto by their Sovereigns. .

This Commission was installed to-day; .
-And that His Majesty the King of the Netherlands has appointed to be

Members of the same,—Mr. P. J. Changnior, as Jadge; and the Jonkheer. -
J.P.Graafland, as Arbitrator; = ' ot,

And His Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ireland,—-Mr. C. E.’
Lefroy, A. M. as Judge; and Mr. T. S.Wale, A. B. as Arbitrator ;
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And that, moreover, conformably to Article II. of the re

Mixed Commission, annexed to. the above Treaty, His Deforementioned

Majesty the King of the Netherlands has nominated Secretary to that
Commission, Mr. J. C. Guicherit ;':
And we charge and command each and every one whom it may concera

to acknowledgeand duly to respect the above Commission ;.
And, that no one. may pretend ignorance hereof, these presents shall be

notified and affixed in the usual manner, and likewise be inserted in the

Government Gazette.

Done at Paramaraibo, the 3d November 1819, in the 6th year of His
Majesty’s reign. _

C. R. VAILLANT.

By orderof the Governor-General, ad interim.
JAS. PRINGLE, Secretary to the Government.

No. 95, b.

IsMajesty's Commissioners at Surinam to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. &c., dated Surinam, December 27, 1819.—Received March 30, 1820.

EXtTracr.

IN reference to our dispatch ofthe 23d of November, we have the honour
to inform your Lordship, that the trade in Slaves under the French flag is car-
vied on in great vigour ; and that the majority of the Slave cargoes admitted
ander that flag are recent importations from Africa.—Every circumstance of
appearance and language of the Negroes, and even. the admission both of
buyers and sellers, render this a fact too notorious to permit us to conceal it
from your Lordsiap.

(Signed) CHRIS. EDW.LEFROY.
THOS. S. WALE.

Viscount Castlereagh, K: G.
&e. &c. &e.

 

No. 96, b.

Count de Palmella to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c, &«

Londres, ce 1 Avril 1820.

LE Comte de Palmella a Phonneur de faire ses complimens a Milord
Castlereagh, et d’accuser la réception de la note que Son Excellence lui

_ aaddressée pour le prevenir que les ordres alloient étre expediés & Sierra
_ Leone, afin qae Jes Commissaires, nommés par la Regence de Portugal
pour siéger dansJa Commission Mixte qui, en vertu de la Convention.du
28 Juillet 1817, doit siéger dans cet établissement, fussent a leur arrivée.
installés dans leur emploi: et Son Excellence ajoute qu’il seroit & désirer
quela nomination des susdits Commissaires fat, aussitét que possible, con-
firmée par Sa Majesté Trés Fidéle.

ulations for the
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-Le Comte, de Palmella a en consequence ordonné atx Comthissaies.
Portugaisdepartir sans délai, et il suppose que le vaisseau' qui'les.cons
duit pourra mettre & Ja voile dans les premiersjours de la semaine prod
chaine: ilespere pourtant que les ordres de Sa Majesté Britannique pars
viendront parla méme occasion a Sierra Leone, afin que leur installation
n’éprouve point d’embarras, - OO ae

Dans les derniéres dépéches qu’il a recues deJa Cour de Brésil,. Je

Comte de Palmelia trouve Passuranceque la nomination des susdits Com.
missaires sera confirmée aussitét que leurs noms seront parvenus-a la opn.
noisance du Ministeré du Rio de Janeiro; ainsi Milord Castlereagh p eu
tre tranquille a cette egard. oe
_. Le Comte de Palmella saisit cette occasion pour informer Son Excel]:
lenee, que Pexpédient qu’il avoit suggéré au Government de Sa Majesté

Britannique,de faire juger les batimens Portugais* qui pourroient atre
amenésa Sierra Leone, avant l’arrivéedes Conmmissaires Portugais, par les
Commissaires Britanniques, en laissant aux parties intéressés le droit den
-appeler, si. elles se croyent lesées,.4 Ja Commission .Mixte.qui réside a.
Rio de Janeiro, a regu Yapprobation et la sanction de Sa Majesté Tras
Fidéle. , sO

Il prie Son Excellence Milord Castlereagh de vouloir bien agréer ’as-
surance de sa plus haute consideration.

Vicomte Castlereagh, K. G.
&. &e. Ke.

 

No. 96, b.

(Translation).

Count de Palmella to ViscountCastlereagh, K. G. &c. &e..

London, April 1, 1820,

THE Count de Palmella has the honour to present. his compliments to
Lord Castlereagh, and to acknowledge the receipt of the note which His
Excellency has addressed to him, informing him that directions were
about, to besent to Sierra Leone, in order that theCommissioners nainéd-
by the Regency of Portugal to the Mixed Commission, which, in virtue
of the Convention of the 28th of July 1817, is to reside in that set~
tlement, might, on their arrival, be installed in their employments: and
His Excellency adds, that if would bedesirable that the nominationof
the above-mentioned Commissioners should be, as soon as possible, con-
firmed by His Most Faithful Majesty.-
The Count de Palmeila has, in consequence, directed the Portuguese

Commissioners to take their departure without delay, and he believes
that the vessel which is to conveythem will be able to sail early in the.
ensuing week.’ He hopes, however, that the orders of his Britannic
Majesty will arrive by the same opportunity at Sierra Leone, that there
imay be no difficulty as to their installation.- ;

In theJast dispatch which he received from the Court of Brazil, the
ount de Palmella finds an assurance that the nomination of the above-

mentioned Commissioners will be confirmed as soon as the Ministry of
Rio de Janeiro have notice oftheir names. ‘ Lord Castlereagh may there-
fore be at case on that head. an
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- The Countde-Palmella seizes this opportunity to informHis Excel-
lency, that the expedient which he had suggested to the Government of
His Britannic Majesty, to cause judgment to be given by the British
Commissioners on such Portuguese vessels as may be brought into Sierra.
Leone before the arrival of the Portuguese Commissioners, leaving to:
the parties interested the right of appealing, if they think themselves
aggrieved, to theMixed Commission which resides at Rio de Janeiro,
has received the approbation and sanction of His Most Faithful Majesty.
.He requests His Excellency Lord Castlereagh to accept the assurance

of his highest consideration.

‘Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&e. &e:. Ke.

 
 

-No. 97, b.

| Henry Theo. Kilbee,Esq.‘toWillian’ Hamilton,Esq.&c., datedHavannah,
February 6, 1820.—ReceivedApril 4,

; Dear Sta,
NO vessel detained in conformity with the stipulations of our Treaty with

Spain, has yet arrived for adjudication at this port. ‘The Slave Trade conti-
nues to be very brisk ; and almost daily there arearrivals from and depar-
tures to the coast ofAfrica. _The Interidant, who is the Spanish Commissary
Judge in this Mixed Commission, upon’a late occasion stated to me, that he
considered the point respecting the allowing alonger period than five months
for the completion ofvoyages commenced previously to the 30th of May last,
tobe still undecided ; as: he had been informed by his Government, that a re-

presentation tad been made, with the hope of inducing His RoyalHighness
the Prince Regent’s Goveritment toconsent to an extension of that ‘period,
to which noreply had been received. ‘ F informed the Intendant' that I be-
lieved the matter to be finally arranged, and thatnoextension of the period
would be granted: tliat, however, there was sufficient time to receive in-
structions from his*Governmentbefore the expiration of the five months
allowed by the ‘Freaty ; but that if no instructions. were received, we
of course mustbe guided by thestipulations contained therein. In point of
fact, however, it is butjust to say’, that five months is not a sufficient time to
enable a vessel to complete her! voyage, provided she ships her cargo of Slaves
south of the Line: and I am informed: that there are but very few examples
of its having been done, even when the trade to the north of the Line was

_ permitted. At present, Tam told that many of the Spanish Slave ships are
obliged to go to Mozambique, as the Portuguese will not give them any good
Negroes at their'sattlements on the western coast of Africa; and a voyage
from hence to Mozambique and backisseldom conipleted within the year.
Information has reached this place of the arrival at Cuba of the crews: of

two or three Slave ships, which have been condemned by the Mixed Commis-
sion dt Sierra Leone. This intelligence has, I am informed, effectually checked
the smuggling system to the north of the Line, which was lately much en-
couraged from this port.. I have been engaged for some time with the Se-
cretary of this Mixed Commission, in translating and adapting, as far as pos-
sible, to the Spanish forms of law, the regulations for the guidance of the.
Mixed Commissions, inclosed in Lord Castlereagh’s dispatch.

Lhave the honour tobe, &c. oo
Wiliam Hamilton, Esq i (Signed) H."T.. KILBEE.

‘Se. &e. &e.
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No. 98, b.

Henry Theophilus Kilbee, Esq. to William Hamilton, Esq. &e. dated Ha:
vannah, March 8, 1820.—Received April 12.

- Extract.

_ WITH reference to my private letter tope of the 10th of February, I
‘have now the honour to inclose an extract of a letter received by the Inten-
dant of this island, from the Marquess of Casa Irujo, when Minister ofState,
by which it appears, that the British Government has been requested to
grant a prorogation of theterm of five months, allowed ky the Slave Trade

reaty with Spain, for completing the voyages of such vessels as shall have
sailed for the coast of Africa previously to the 30th of May 1820. No fur-:
ther communication has been received here upon the subject of the inclosed
extract: and the Intendant, Consulado, and Merchants of this place, gene-
rally persuade themselves, that the term mentioned by the Marquess ot Casa
Irujo, of ten months from May 1820, has been acceded to by the British Go-
‘vernment; and I have reason to believe that the Intendant, as Commissa:
Judge, does not consider himself to be authorized to consent to the condem-
nation of any vessel detained previously to the expiration of the said term of

' ten montlis, unless:-he shall receive further instructions from his Government,
which he has promised to solicit. I have always used the same-language|
upon this subject, namely, that I conceived we were bound to act asin exact
conformityto the ‘stipulations of the Treaty, unless expressly: instructed to
the contrary by our respective Governments. I cannot, however, avoid again
observing, that five months is evidendty. not a sufficient period for completing—
a voyage from hence to the coast of Africa, south of. the Line, and back ;snd —
that, if the term be not increased, the traffic is virtually abolished some
months previous to the 30th May next. . Indeed, I am informed that. the
Slave ships which clear out even at present for the coast of Africa, do not ex-

t tobe back by the 30th October (after which theirseizure will be lawful),
ut reckon upon the assurances which have been heldout to them. bytheau-

thorities here of a prorogation of the term allowed by Treaty. ‘The persons
‘interested in the traffic have not failed to remark, that-when Great Britain
abolished the Slave Trade, ten months were allowed by the Act ofParliament
for the completion ofvoyages, although the trade was then open, and indeed
almost confined to the north of the Line, from whence the returns were more
speedy. I confess I am interested in this point, as I am very anxious that the
duties of this Mixed Commission should be performed in as conciliatory a
-manner as possible to the inhabitants of this island ; and it certainly would
be a hard and aggravating case, should we be under the necessity ofcondemn-
ing.a vessel which was lawfully cleared out, and found it absolutely.impos-
sible to return within the time allowed by Treaty. ,

(Signed) H.-T. KILBEE.
 

— (UInelosure in No. 98, 6.)

Marquessof Casa Irujo to Don AlexandroRamirez, Intendant of the Island

ot Cuba, dated Madrid, February 26, 1819.

‘Exraacr. .

HIS Majesty has commanded his Ambassador‘in London to solicit froma
the British Government that the term of five months, granted after the final
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abolition of the Slave Trade in May 1820, for completing voyages undertaken
previous to the doth of the said month and year, may be prorogued to a suffi-
cient period; for it is evident, beyond all doubt, that the navigation for the
jsland of Cuba to the coast ofAfrica, and the return, must be often ten months
at least. ,

 

No. €9, b.

The Earl of Clanwilliam to H. Kilbee, Esq.

Sir, Foreign Office, April 17, 1820.

YOUR ketter to Mr. Hamilton of March the 8th has been received and
Jaid before Lord Castlereagh.

{n reference to the extension of the term fixed by Article I. of the Slave
Trade Abolition Treaty, and to the further extension thereof, which it would
appear has been aimed at by persons engaged in this traffic, I am to acquaint
you, that you have acted in strict conformity with Lord Castlereagh’s view of
the subject, in maintaining the necessity of acting up to the words of the
article which, it must be remembered, was in itself a concession» on the face
of the Treaty, to the interests of the Slave Trader. °
-This extended:term of five months, in addition to the time which will have

elapsed between the first promulgation of the Treaty and the 30th of May
1820, and which-was intended as a notice to all parties interested, will have
afforded ample Aime for the winding up all Slave Trade specuiations,so as
to ensure the observance of this important article in the‘
denied, that the period of five months, from and after the 30th of May,
would barely suffice for the clearing out and return of vessels engaged in this
tiaffic, but at the same time that this extension of time was caculated to meet.
the fair claims and wishes ot these traders, its very object. was to discourage,
rather than to facilitate, the commencement of such enterprises, at so late a
period as the day on which the virtual suppression was intended to take place.
"An application of this nature could only be considered as tending to defeat
the purpose of the abolition, and Lord Castlereagh was therefore obliged to
represent to the Spanish Government, both from the letter and in the spirit.
of the Treaty, that those traders whom the love of lucre and of enterprise
might betray into speculations in the face of a Treaty which has been so jon
made public, must submit to pay the penalty of therisks which theyhad
thus wilfally incurred.

 

Tam, &e.
H. Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) CLANWILLIAM.

_ &e. Ke. &e.

No. 100, b..

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B. &c.

“Sir, Foreign Office, April 17, 1820,

I HAVE the ‘honour to inclese, for your Excellency’s information, co-
pies of two private communications from Mr. Kilbee, His Majesty’s Com-
missaryJudge at the Havannah,.and of the reply whichIhave directed

treaty. It.is not:
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to be returned thereto, relative to the term. allowed by Treaty with
Spain for completing Slave Trade voyages, commenced previous!y to the
30th of May 1820.

Tam, &c.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH,

is Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B.
&. &c. Ke.

Mem. The inclosures in this dispatch form the three preceding
numbers.

 

No. 101, b.

The Right Honourable Edward Thornton to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&c. &¢., dated Rio de Janeiro, February 14, 1820.—Received April
30, 1820.

Extract.

I FEEL myself entirely justified by the tenour of your Lordship's dis-
patches, im connecting the subject of the abolition of the Slave Trade with
that of the re-consideration of the Treaty of Commerce of 1810. I have notas
yet ‘had an opportunity ofbringing His Most Faithful Majesty to any expres-
sion ofopinion uponthis delicate and interesting topic, and it did not appear
to me properinthe present state of suspense, in which the absence of Count
Palmella keeps ‘every discussion, to attempt to press His Majesty, by any
directaddress, ‘to the consideration of it, ‘and ‘His Majesty has abstained from
any sort ofallusion to it. I have however intimated my persuasion as- to
what thust be ‘expected‘from this country; the more especially as the epoch
ofthe abolition, ‘on the‘partof Spain, is now fast approaching, and the assem-
bled Sovereigns and people of Europe,united upon this cause, must see, with
infinite grief, its bevieficial effects ‘suspended by the continuance of the trade
in the hands of a single ‘power.
_ (Signed) EDWARD THORNTON,

 

No. .102, b.

His Majesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro to Viscount Castlereagh
K. G. &c. &c., dated Rio de Janeiro, March 7, 1820.—Received May 9.

Exrracr.

WE had the bonour of addressing your Lordship upon the subject of
the establishment of the Mixed Commission at this place on the 10th of
January, since which time, my Lord, wehave availed ourselves of every op-
portunity and means in our power, to get the prcliminary arrangements
complcted, which wehave been most desirous of accomplishing, that we may
have nothing to do on the arrival of a vessel, but to proceed without delay to
‘adjudication, ;
We have the honour of inclosing for your Lordship’s information copies

ofthe Protocols No. 3 and 4, of the two last conferences, by which your
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Lordship will fearn that the causes of delay are, the wart of an Interpreter,
who ‘has been nominated’ but not formally appointed, and the want of ‘the
decision on some trifling points which our colleagues felt it necessary to sub-—
mit to their Government for approbation, and which are mentioned in the
two former Protocols.
yHis Majesty’s Minister at this Court, having been good enough to urge
the removal of the abovementioned causes of delay, we hope soon,my Lord,
to accomplish every thing that is necessary previous to the arrival of a prize.

(Signed) HENRY HAYNE.
ALEX. CUNN M.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G, X%. CUNNINGHAM

&e. &e. Se

 

LE

{First Inclosure in No. 102, 6.)

(Translation.)

ON the 24th February 1820, this Mixed Commission having met -at the
requisition ‘of the British Commissioners, the latter stated that their ‘motive
for convening it was, to know whether His Majesty’s ‘Government ‘had
granted the.application concerning thedecisions requested by the Portuguese
Commissioners,in consequence of the Conference held on the 234 of Decem-
ber last; and:whether ‘the Commission wasable to continucitspréliminary
labours. They added, that the immediate reason for theirdemand was their
considering themselves responsible to their Governmentforany delay which,
in case a prize should be brought in to be adjudged, might-arise for want
of.a-datormination caucerningthe basis of: theprocess and form of judgment
in respect to the details spevified in the instructions annexedto’the-Conven-
tion between the two Crowns; that, in thenext place, they sere impelled
by the inconvenience and obstacles resulting to this service from the want of
ahouse appropriated to it, with the appointment of regular conferences on
stated days,.and at fixed hours.; ‘and because, finally, they deemed themsdlves
necessitated to-dectare -and .protest, on their part, and inthe name of their
Government, against all losses aud damages which, to the parties interested
miglit ensue from the waut.of an.act of the PortugueseGovernment ‘for ,at
Magistrates to recognize the authority of the British Commissioners, ‘and
from the want.of the preliminary arrangements and dispositions above-men-
tioned, inasmuch as they, the British Commissioners, would not be held re-
sponsible.for such losses and.damages,.ifany should accrues and as it behoved
them to.guard against their Government being made liable for them, they
therefore desired this to'be put on record “in the way of a protest, so as that
it might serve them as a defeasance and plea for ever. To which the Com-
thissary Judge of ‘His Most Faithful Majesty replied, -that-as-to-the .ques-
tion whether His Majesty’s Government had yet come toa decision on the
communication of the Protocol of the Conference held-on the 23d December
last, he was enabled to give an assurance that no resolution had yet come to
‘hisknowledge,up to that:moment, and-thet, consequently, the deliberation
upon the.instructious which the British Commissioners had proposed for the
economical regulation of the Commission, could not yet take place for want
of an Interpreter, which appointment was one of the measures resting with
His Majesty. And in regard to the declaration and protest, all tlrat-his duty
required of him, the Commissary Judge of His Most Faithful ty,
wasto consent to their being-entered accordingto the formsof Jaw, Of all
which,-after it had been-read to, and fully understood by the said ‘British
Commissioners, and the Portuguese Commissary Judge, who alone was
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present at this Conference, as the Commissioner Arbitrator, John Pereira de
Souza, was prevented by indisposition, I drew. up the present Minute, which
the said Commissioners that were present signed with me, an adjournment
having taken place to the 2d of March next.

HENRY.HAYNE. .
SILVESTRE PINHEIRO PEREIRA,
ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM, _
BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS,

(Second Inclosure in No. 102, b.)

(Translation.)

ON the 2d of March 1820, the British Commissioners having, in the
manner that was settled in the last Conference, assembled together with His
Majesty’s Commissary Judge, (the Commissioner Arbitrator being still
prevented by indisposition) the British Commissioners stated, that as, in their
opinion, the Commission ought in the present Conference proceed to the dis-
cussion of the preliminary points which it would be necessary to adjust for
the future course oftheirlabours, and as that was not feasible for want of an
interpreter, and of answers to the observations made by them in the antece-
dent Conferences, it would be proper to agree upon the way of settling those
points without loss of time, the moment His Majesty’s Government should
send down the desired decisions. — __

_ The Commissary Judge’ of His Majesty replied, that in his estimation,
frequent Conferences were’ alike uanccessary and inexpedient, inasmuch as,
in the first place,whenever he should receive the just mentioneddecisions,
he would not fail laying them before the Commission, by immediately ealling a
Conterence for that purpose ; and, in the second place, because the purpose
alleged by the British Commissioners, of saving their responsibility with
their Government, would be equally answered by a reference to thedate on
which the royal decisions that regulated the progress of the labours of-the .
Commission would be presented to the Board. ,
To eertify the above act I have drawn up this Pretocol, which was signed

by me and by the aforesaid Commissioners, Judges, and Arbitrator.
SILVESTRE PINHEIRO PEREIRA.
HENRY HAYNE.
ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.
BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS,

 

No. 103, b-

His Majesty's Commissioners at Surinam to Viscount Castlereagh, K.:G.
Se. &e., dated Surinam, April 1, 1820.—Received May 27.

Extract,

WE are extremely sorry to report, that several fresh arrivals of. Slave. ves-
sels under the French flag have takenplace, and that, as nearly as we-can
compute upon the whole, since the publication of the decree, of which.we
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had'the honour: to’inclose to your Lordshipacopyin our dispatch ofthe
o3d of November last, no less a-numberthan’2800-Slaves (the: greater. part
recently from Africa) have-lately been introduced inte this:colony.. . We have
had some conversation with.theCaptain and officers of a Dutch trigate, “ the
Comet,” which is‘commisstoned ander the Treaty to cruige upoa this sta-
tion, but they do ‘not think their authority extends to an interference in any.

ease with the Frenchflag,or with the intereeption ofSlaves imported under its
protection. Our official Colleagues, Messrs. Changnior and Graafland, are -

likewise ofthe same opinion, and that neither the letter or the spirit of the

authority; with which the MixedCourts are at present invested, comprehends
any means of repressing or. controuling this method of evading the object-of
the Treaty.

~ Underthese circumstances, it will bemanifesttoyour Lordship, that, unless
incompliance with the last clause of the first Article of the Treaty, the Dutch

Government repeals the permission, contained in the Decree to which we have

before had occasion to refer;of importation from “ Friendly Colonies,” whose

yestels have not been subject;byany express Treaty, to the right of search,

_or has: recourse to some further measures, your Lordship's efforts in this

great cause will be in part at least defeated,

(Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY.
T. S. WALE. |

No. 104, b.

HisMajesty's Commissioners as Surinamto ViscountCastlereagh, K. G.
- &e. &e.;datedSurinam, April6, 1820.—Received May 27.

- My Lorp,

ALTHOUGH we had so receatly the honour ofaddressing you, a circum-
stance hasoccurted since wemadeup our last dispatch, of which we think it
our duty to ‘put. your Lordship in possession, viz. the arrival of a vessel,
under ‘Dutch colours, -with not less than-four hundred and eighty.Slaves on
‘board (with papers professedly.from a “ Friendly Colony,” under the autho-

rity of thedecree of theDutch Goverament, accompanying” our dispatch of

-the 93d of November, but whichpapers, from the appearance, manners,and

every circumstance attending both the vessel and her cargo, we can feel no
doybt to have been collusive), without the least ‘obstruction either from the

Dutch ships of war in the river, or from the Governor or Local Authorities
in this place. With regard to the Dutch naval officers, as they had before
expressed an opinion, that their Commissions. under the Treaty were en-

tirely suspended and superseded by the authority of the Local Government
within the colony; and as wefeltpersuaded; that this was a complete mis-

conception of the duty of the naval officers commissioned under the Treaty,
we waited on M: -Changnior to submit to-him our opinion to that effect,-and:

request, if he concurredin it, that he would join us in expressing fhe same
to Captain Blow, of theComet, that he might be induced to intercept. the

‘Slave ship in her passage up the river.—M. Changnior, however, concurred in

thetopinion of Captain Blow, and said, that, whatever might be thé practice

ia the British Navy, a Dutch naval officer could not.act mm a_ colonial Ahar-
hour upon any General. Commission from home, withoutexpress.instructions
from the ‘Local Government. - In. consequence .ofthis .opmion,.we had no
alternative but the very unpleasant one of remaining quict spectators of the
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arrivalof this vessel; and tha frea disposal of her cargo, in evasion of the
Treaty, in'theexecution of which we hava the honour te be employed, and
in vidlation ofone of the-exprass egnditions upon which the ‘colony was re-
stored. . Although we have not thought ourselves warranted in assuming a
Diplomatic character, by remonstrating with the Colonial Government, we
should scarcely have satisfied the trust reposed in us by HisRoyal Highness
the Prince Regent and the Country, it we had not expressed to the other
members of the “* Mixed Court” our disapprobationof the circumstance,and
taken the earliest opportunity of acquainting your Lordship with its oe cur-
rence.

, We are, &c.

(Signed) E. LEFROY.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. T. 8S. WALE.

&e. &e, &e.

 

No. 105, b.

’ Dn. Santiago Usoz, His Catholic Majesty's Chargé dAffaires in London,
to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &. &c.

Portland Place, 29 de Mayo, 1820,

EL Ynfrascripto Encargado de Negocios de Su Magestad Catolica presenta
‘sus respetos al Exmo. Sejior Vizconde deCastlereag » Principal Secretario
-de Estado de Su Magestad Britanica para los Negocios Estrangeros, y tiene
da honra de hacer presente a Su Excelencia, que la !legada del termino en que,
‘con arreglo al tratado concluido en 23 de Setiembre de 1817, debe cesar en-
‘teramente el trafico Espafiol de Negros en la costa del Africa, y la evidencia
fundada en hechos inegables de practica en la navegacion, de que los cinco
meses deproves, concedidos por el Articulo primero del citadoTratado‘para
poder redondear sus viages los Buques Negreros, son un plazo insuficiente
respecto 4las Expediciones procedentes de la Ysla de Cuba, PuertoRicoy
‘demas puntos de la America Espafiola ; han Hamadomuy seriamente la aten-
cion del Rey su Augusto Amo, y convencidolede la necesidad y Justicia de
que el Articulo en cuestion sea modificado de mutuo acuerdo entre el Gobierno
Espafiol é Ynglés, ampliando la proroga de los cinco meses por el tiempo que
‘se repute indispensable para el redonder de un viage emprendido el mismo dia
30 de Mayo de este afioa la Costa Oriental del Africa al Sur de la Linea Equi-
noccial.
__EI Ynfrascripto acaba de recibir las ordenes ¢ instrucciones, que su Go-
bierno hé creido conveniente enviarle para negociar con el de Su Magestad
Britanica la ampliacion del termino de los cinco meses,y se halla enterado
‘de la Nota pasada por su Gobierno con fecha 15 del Corriente at Sefior Em-
‘haxeador Britanico en Madrid acerca de esto mismo. ${ fueran menos ob-
‘vias las razonesen que se apoya la instancia del Gobierno Espaiiol, temeria cl
abaxofirmado no alcanzar quizd 4 exponerlas baxo su verdadero punto de
vista conlaclaridad que desearia: pero son de si mismo tan claras’y eviderttes
que le basta solo el indicarlas para probar 4 Ia ilustrada perspicacia deSu Ex-
celencia la justicia de ella. Si el fin'y espiritu mismo del Tratado; si tes
miras que en su conclusion se propusicron ambos ‘Gobiernos fueron (comme cs
inegable) tolerar el Trafico de Negros hasta el 30 de Mayo de 1820, y no se
‘concede a las expediciones salidas antes de dicha fecha el tiempo preciso pata
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regiesar, la citada: referida epoca seré...ilusorja, y..resultaria en realidad an-.ticipada respectivamente de tres,,.cwatro.o.magmeses,Joque.enultimo analigjsequivaldria & un absurdo, € irrogerig gulided en el acta.y repugnaria ademas.; + ‘ Que las miras de esta al,
mismo tiempo. de.llenar sus ideas de filantropica fueron las de que realizasen sus.

. se prueba por la proroga.de Jos cinco meses en que se convino para el efecto, Pero este terminoea insignifcante. para jograrle, sienda tanto mayor la inconveniencia.

ala sincera y generosa politica de: la Ynglaterra.

viages lasexpediciones salicas hasta el 30 de Mayo,

resultante de. lal etre del Articulo primera, si sq considera que se con-yino por el segundo en un plazo mayor de seis meses pata redondear losviagea al Norte de lg Linea, viages mucho mas cortos que los emprendidos
al Sur de ella, y esto aun sin doblar el Cabo de Buena Esperanza, y cuando es
{an sabido-porel manos versado en Ja navegacion que las expediciones al Sur.
de la Linea, y siendo con !a mayer felici lad y sin contar estadias requieren
al menos un termino dodle. En este caso siguiendo el espiritu. mismo del
Tratado, la justicia reclama imperiosamente la necesidad de alguna modifica-
cion en Ja letra del articulo primero. De otro modo resultarja quc el Gabinete
Britanico acordé el30 de Mayo como epoca en que habia de cesar totalmente
eltrafico, yconcedié los cinco meses siguientes como una proroga gratyita
para las expediciones que pudieran dilatarse este tiempo. El Gobierno Es-
pasol espera que e] de 8u Magestad Britanica sepersuadirg facilmente por las
razonos indicados en la Nota A Sir Henry Wellesley (qui desde luego
supone el Ynfrascripto habra Iegado yi & manos de S. E) y por Jo que
en esta tiene el honor de exponerle, del derecho yoportunidad con que Su
Mogestad Catolica solicitay propone Ja negocjacivn. de yn nuevo conyenio
para ampliar la proroga de los cinco meses estipulados para amparar asi Jos
cuantiosos intereses arriesgados, de la mejor fe posible, en cl Comercio de
Negras por una numeresa porcion de Sns amados Subditos, conciliando el
debido.cumplimento de Ja aboligion del Trafico, con el resguardo y proteccion
de aquellos mismog intereses ayenturados, como queda y, a > abi 1a
confianza de abtener de la Grav Bretatiael expligito reconocimiento de la
unica .razonable inteligencia que puede darse 4 la mepte virtual de) Tratado
comprometida4 laverdad par Ja letra discordante de su primer ayticule, enya
extrafia redaccion fyé probablemente efecto de un descnido involuntario, y
cujos incopvenientes no dexd deporabir desde lyego el. GobiernoEspatal,
como elmigmoSchor Duque de San Carlos lo bd representado 4 8. E.en ya-
rigs occasianes, y cama en la presente ticne el abaxofirmado orden derelevgr
al Ministerio,de Su Megestad Britanica. oo ,
ElGobierne Espaiiol ae fisonjea, pyes, con laesperayzade que las aperturas

yproposiciones que mandahacera su encargadode Negocios en esta Corte, seran
aidas y recibidas por el Ministerio Britanico con la fayorable censideragion
que merecen por su conyincente y perentorja naturaleza;y que se penetrard
de toda Ja actividad que exige este asunto efin de contribuir por su parte 4
sortar los incalculables perjuicios que redundarian en contra de Ja Espafe, si
‘se-ignorase-el 30 de Octubre futuro en los Apostaderos y CruzeyasYngleses
ladecision queAmbos Gobiernos tomen sobre el particular, =.
En. vista, pues, de los convincentes razones que quedan jnsinyadas, confa

el Ynfrascripto haber preparado el animo de Su Excelegcio para oirle sobre
Jas proposiciones .qne tieue orden de sy Gobierno de hacer, y que S. E.
tendré a bien fixarle diay hora en que podrdtener el honor de hacer
eglag, y conferenciar sobre la materia, quedando pronto 4 transmitirselas por
escrito, cuando asifuere conveniente y oportuno. :
El Ynfrascripto se aprovecha. de esta ocasion para ofrecer al Exmo.

Sefer Vizconde de Castlereagh las seguridades de. sumas alta y distinguida

SANTIAGO USOZ ¥ MQZI.
conaideracion.

icho a baxo Ja sana.

491



492

120

No. 105,-b.

(Translation.) .

Don Santiago Usoz, His CatholicMajesty's Chargé @’Affaires in London,
to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G., &e. &c.

London, May 29, 1820,

- THE Undersigned, Chargé d’Affaires of His Catholic Majesty, pre-
seuts his respects to His Excellency Viscount Castlereagh, His Britannic
Majesty's Principal. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the
honour of stating to His Excellency, that the arrival of the term atwhich,
conformably tothe Treaty concluded on the 23d of September 1817, the
Spanish Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa is to cease entirely ; and the
certainty, resting upon the irrefragable evidence of facts and experience
in navigation, that the five months of extension conceded by the first Ar-
ticle of the said Treaty to the Slave vessels, for the completion of their
voyages, is a term insufficient with respect to ships proceeding from the
Isle of Cuba, the Isle of Porto Rico, and the other points of Spanish
Ameri¢a, have excited thé serious attention of the King, his August
Master, and convinced Him of the necessity and justice of modifying,
through mutual consent between tneSpanish and English Governments,
the Article in question, by a further extension of the term of five months,
sto.such a period as shall appear indispensable for the termination ofa
Voyage, undertaken on the 30th of May of the present year, to portions
of the Eastern Coastof Africa situated South of the Equator. —
The Undersigned has just reccived the orders and instructions which

his Governmenthas thought it right to forward to him, with a viéw of
negociating with His Britannic Majesty’s Ministers the enlargement of
the term of five months, aid is acquainted with the substance of tke note
addressed by his Governinent on the 15th instant to the British Ambas-
sador at Madrid on the same subject. Hf the reasons'on which the appli-
cation of the Spanish Government is founded’ wereless obvivus, the
Undersigned would be under some apprehension of being pérbaps unable
fo place them in their real point of view with the requisite explicitness;
but they are of themselves so clear and so evident, that“he contents
himself with merely pointing then¥ out, to prove to His Excellency’s en-
lightened judgment the justice ofthe application. re

{f the énd and very Spirit of thé Treaty, if the views which both Go-
vernments proposed to themselvés"in concluding it, were, ‘as is undeni-
able, to tolerate the Slave Trade‘until the 30th of May 1820 ;' and ‘yet,
if the vessels that'd¥parted previous:to that date be notallowed the time
necessary forreturaitz, the perio® alluded ta will become illusory; and
would, in point of fact, tutti out-to have beenanticipated, respectively,
by three, four, ormére motiths, which, strictly examined would be eqiti-
valeat to an absurdity, would nullify the act, and would, ‘besides, be
repugnantto the upright and generous policy of England. That the
latter, while she realized her philanthropic ideas, desired, -at’ the-same
tine, that the vessels which bad sailed up to the 30th of May, should
make good their voyages, dppears by the éxtension of -five months, to
which she agreed for that purpose. This term, however, is much: too
short for the object in view, and the inconvenience resulting from the
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Jetter of the first Article must appear so much the greater, when it is con-
sidered, that by the second Article a term exceeding six months wasagreed.
6 for performing the voyages to the North of the Equator, theugh the
ee much shorter than those undertaken to the Soutward of the Line,
and that too without sailing round the Cape of Good Hope; and when
itis a fact known even to those least conversant with navigation, that
yessels bound to the Southward of theEquator, and which have a most
successful passage, Tequire, not taking into the accountany lay-days in
orts, at least double ‘that time. Thus,‘pursiant ‘to the spirit ‘of the
reaty, justice imperatively calls for some modification in the letter of

the-firet Article ; otherwise the conclusion would be, that the’ British
Cabinet had agreed to the 30th ofMay as the day on whichthe traffic was
totally to expire, and conceded the five following montbs as a gratuitous
extension of the term, to such vessels as might be delayed for that length
of, time. . — oo
_.The Spanish Ministry hope that HisBritannic Majesty’s Government:
from the reasons adduced in the note addressed to. Sir Henry Wellesley
iwhich. the undersigned supposes will have been transmitted to His Ex-
cellency) and from what he has the honour to observe in the present, will
easily persuade themselves of the right and propriety which impel His
Catholic Majesty to request and propose the negotiation of a‘fresh Con-
vention, for an enlarged extension of the term of five months, stipulated
with the view to secure, in this manner, the considerable capitals which
are,in perfect faith, embarked in the Slave Frade by a numerous portion
of his beloved subjects; and to reconcile the due execution of the aboli-
‘tion of the traffic with thesafety and protection of those properties adven- '
tured, as hasjust been mentioned, under the justifiable confidence of ob-
taining fromGreat.Britain the explicit recognition of the only reasonable
meaning that can be attributed to the virtual import ofthe Treaty, which.
import is certainly compromised by the discordant letter of its:first Ar-
ticle, the irregular wordingof which was probably the effect of an invo-
Juntary want of care, and the inconveniences attending. which the Spanish
Government did not fail te peresive immediately, as represented by the
Duke of San Carlos to His Excellency on various occasions, and, as once
more repeated at present by the Undersigned to His Britannic Majesty’s
Ministry by direction of his Court.
.: The Spanish Government flatters itself therefore with a hope, that the
overtures and proposals which it orders its Chargé d’Affaires at this Court’
to make, will be listened to and received by the British Ministry with that
favourable consideration which they deserve from their convincing and
urgent nature, and-that they will feel all the solicitude called for by this —
subject, to contribute, on their part, to remove the incalculable mischiefs
that would accrue to Spain, if, on the 30th of October next, the English
naval stations and cruizers remained ignorant of the decision which both
Governments may cometo onthispoint.
The undersigned, having regard te the convineing reasons above

adduced, trustshe has prepared His Excellency’s mind to listen to, him. ou.
. the subject of the propositions which he is directed by his Government to
make, and that His Excellency will be pleased to appoint.a day and an
hour, when the undersigned can have the honour of laying them. before
His Exeellency, and of conferring on the business, being prepared tocom-
municate them in writing, if that mode should bejudged preferable.

The undersigned avails himself, &c. &c. .
oF — (Signed) SANTIAGO USOZ_Y.MOZI.

Yascount Castlereagh, K. G.
&e.. &e. &e.
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Na, 106, b.
Visceunt Castlereagh totheEan of Clancarty, K:B, &o,.

EXTRAct, Foreign fice, May 30, 1820,
ISEND to your Lordshi herewiththecopies of four dispatches, underHates of the 1pth, the 19th, the 90th, and the-27th of November’ 1819,

which I have receivedfrom Elis Majesty’s Commissioners resident at Sierra
Leone, under the Treatiesfor preventingthe éHegal Traffic in Slaves."You will pereeive from these dispatches the necessity which exists, tliatthe Netherland Coramissioners at that settlement should be furnished, in se.xeral points thereip alluded to, with instructions, the want of which hisbothe occassion of some misunderstanding and ofmuch inconvenience in the pro-ceedings of the Mixed Commission. © } oe
~Theprincipalpoint to which I hereadvert, and to which I: request yourExcellency will lose go time in inviting the attention of the Netherlands Go--vernment, is the form of practice to be observed in the proceedings of ‘theCourtofCommission, as referred to in the 2d and following ‘Article of theregulations annexed to the Treaty of May 1818,
. On this pointI send to your Excellency a printed copy of Memoranda;grounded upon the proceedings in. the Court ofAdmiralty here, and drawa-upunder the superintendance of. Sir W. Scott, forthe information and guidance:as far.as circumstanceswould allow, of the several Mixed Commissions; andI wish your Excellency to submit them to the Netherland Government; andto urge them, in as far gs they may notseeany thing objectionable, t6instractdheir Commissioners at Sierra Leone toacocde to the adoption of these Mesmoranda, as the basis of the form of their preccedings.~ You will particu-larly, also, press upon the Government of: the King of the Netherlands; theadoptienof the practice of.allowing proctors, or agents of the parties, to actqn the fair and indisputable ground, that itwillbe impossible for the parties.on the onesideand the other to bring forward their: evidence so fully andclearly themselves as by their proctors, for the satisfaction of theends of jus-tice, you willsetbefore theNetherland-Government:the expediency 6f send-
mentionedin this dispateh, as shall be most-condueive te thedue executionofthe business of the Mixed Commission, .in the same spirit of union andperfect eordiality,.in. which the Treatyfrom which -it. dates: its: origin, wasramed,

a(Signed)- CASTLEREAGH.
HisExcellency the Earlof Clancarty, K. B.

&e. &e &e. .

P.S. I have just received from His Majesty’s Commissioners at SierraLeone advices, that othér subjectsof difference Have arisen with M. Van Sir-tema, the Commissary Judgefrom theKingof the Netherlands on the sub-ject-of the appointment of a ; rize-agent, and an the question as to whetherGeneral Courts, comrrising the Commissary Judges and the Arbitrators,should be held forthe purpose of deciding questions which night arise onextra judicial matters. It would be very desirable that M. Van Sirtema shouldbe urged by his Court to that spirit and tone of conciliation and good under-standing which seems to have prevailed among the other Commissioners atSierra Leone: but I forbear from giving your Excellency any special instruc-tions to animadvert officially upon his personal conduct, wishing rather that
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you should take an opportunity of conversing with the Netherland Minister
upon this subject, in order to induce the Netherland Governmem to remind
M. Van Sirtema, that his object should be to see the Treaty executed, in a
full, an impartial, and aconciliatory manner...

(Signed) Cc

Mem. The inclosures alluded to in this dispatch are all to be found inClass A.
‘of these papers.

 

No. 107, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to the Count de Palmella, &c. &c,

ExtTRact. London, June 1, 1820.

_IN tendering to Portugal so important a boon as the immediate revision of
an Article of the Commercial Treaty of 1810, decidedly favourable to Great
1 ritain, the Count de Plamella will be aware, from the discussions which have
aken place between the two Governments on different occasions, and espe-

cially in the year 1615 at Vienna, that the British Government is princially
induced ta bring forward so great a concession, in order thus the better te en-
able His Most Faithful Majesty to fulfil, with satisfaction to himself and to
his people, the declaration made by his Plenipotentiaries at that period, with
regard to the Abolition of the Slave Trade;which measure ofAbolition, sub-
ject to certain commercial arrangements to be made with the British Govern-
ment, they formally declared should finally take place in eight years from
that time, or at latest in the year 1823.
The Undersigned persuades himself, that the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries

could not, at that time, havecontemplated a more liberal adjustment of the
commercial relations between the two Crowns, than that which is aow pro-
posed; and although some delay has taken place in bringing this arrangement
to its present bearings, the British Government trust that this circumstance
avill not induce His Most Faithful Majesty to disappoint the expectation,
shich, in common with all the other powers of Europe, the King has formed,
that His Most Faithful Majesty will, at the period above specified, at the
Jatest, abolish this proscribed traffic, universally and for ever ; am expectation
which the said Powers are the more justified in indulging, when they recol-

_ Iect, that Spain has since accclerated, by not Jess.thanthree years, the time.
which, in common with Portugal, she then assigned for the measure of final
Abolition ; that France has also abolished the trade considerably within the
period named in the transactionsof 1814; and that His Most Faithful Ma-
jesty is now the only Sovercign that permits his subjects to carry on a trade
in haman beings; a trade, which, in coneert with all allied and friendly
Powers, His Majesty has solemnly pronouneed to be in violation of every
moral and religious principle, and which His Majesty has declared ought to
be made to cease with the least practicable delay.
The Undersignedis fully aware, that the Count Palmella is not furnished

with such instructions as will enable him to discuss and to conclude an ar-
rangement founded on the bases above explained, previous to his embarka-
tion for the Brazils. Inorder, however, that no unnecessary delay may in+
tervene in bringing this negociation to a satisfactory conclusion, instructions
will be sent to Me Thornton, to prosecute the discussion at Rio Janeiro in
such manner as may best tend to bring about a final settlement upon the
whole of these important matters.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
Count de Palmella,
&e, &e. &e.
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‘venience resulting from that article being t
-authorizes a term of: six montlis to complete voyages to the north of the line,
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No.. 108. b.

His ExcellencySir H. Wellesley, K. B. to Viscount Castlereagh, K'G,
&c. &c. dated Madrid, May 18, 1820.—Reoeived June 4,

My Lorp,

{ HAVE the honour to inclose the translation ef a note which Jhave
received from M. Jabat,. respecting the term allowed by Treaty with Spain
for completing voyages in the Slave Trade, commenced in the panish colo-
nies previcusly to the 30th of May 1820. a
Upon the receipt of this noteI took an opportunity of pointing out to M.

Jabat, my conviction of its being perfectly useless to forward thisapplication’
to your Lordship ; and I wasthe better enabled so to do, having received.
your Lordship’sdie tch inclosing copies ofa correspondence upon this sub-
ject between HisMajesty's Commissary Judge at the Havannah and the’
Foreign Office. In compliance however with M.Jabat’s earnest-wishes, I
have consented to forward a copy of his note to yourLordship, assuring him
that I could not entertain the least expectation of a favourable: reply to this
application.

I have the honour to be, &e.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) H. WELLESLEY,

&e. &e.. &e.

 

(Juclosure in No: 108, 6.)

(Translation.)

M.Jabat to His Excellency Sir H. Wellesley, dated Madrid,May 15, 1820...

Sir,

‘THE‘term is near, at which, according to theTreaty concluded on the:
23d of September 1817,:the Spanish. commerceinNegroes on the Coast of
Africa ought to cease; and it is certain,’ and founded on indisputable facts in.
naval experience, that the few months of prorogation conceded by. the first’

Articleof the said Treaty, in order to give tinie for the completion of the
voyages ofthe Slave ships, is a time insufficient for, vessels fitted out from
Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the other Spanish provinees beyondsea;-the incon-

e greater, as the sccond Article

much shorter than those undertaken to the south of it, (without doubling the
Cape of Good Hope) and this has proved to the King, my august Master,
the necessity and justice of the Article in question being modified by mutual
accord between Spain and England, the prorogationof five months being.
lengthened to the time reckoned indispensahly necessary by experience of
the navigation, for completing the voysee undertaken the same day, the 30th
of May of this year, to the eastern Coast of Africa south of the quator,

His Majesty has.in consequence commanded me to make this: communi-
cation to you, for ‘the purpose. ofyour’Excellency transmitting it without
delay. to the Cabinet of London, as, 4have done to the. Chargé SAdaires of
my Government at the same Court, who ought to consult upon this matter
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ith the British Minister: the latter will be convinced ofthe right and re.
~. iety with which His Catholic Majesty, in defence of the erent interests
risked in good faith, in the commerce ofNegroes, by an éstimable and nu-
merous portion ofhisbeloved subjects, and in correction of an articlg evi-“dently contrary to equity, to common sense, and the very spirit of the agree-
ment, claims of His Britannic Majesty a new particularadjustment of the
said Article, which prolonging to a proportionate term the date of five
months, may reconcile the due fulfilment of the abolition of the Slave Trade,
with the care and protection of Spanish property, adventured under full con-
fidence, that the King my Master would obtain from the King of Great Bri-
tain an explicit acknowledgment of the only reasonable meaning which can-
be given fo the real spirit of the Treaty, spoiled by the discordant letter of
its first Article, the strange wording of which appears to have arisen from
involuntary carelessness. A simple reflection will suffice to shew the urgency
andjustness of the demand. If the views ofthe Convention were (as is indis-
putable) to permit the Slave Trade until the 30th of May 1820, and the time
necessary for their course is not conceded to the Slave ships sent out up to
‘hat date, so that without great good fortune and extraordinary success, ihe
terms of prorogation must expire before the voyage terminates, and the ves-
selsbeexposed, consequently, to capture and condemnation, the stipulated
term is illusory ; and it will result that it is anticipated respectively by them
four or more months, which will be an absurdity, if not an injury rendering
the act of no effect, according to the principles of public law, and will cer~
tainly be repugnant to the sincere and generous policy of England, and even
to the European philanthropy which, in the proscribing of one of the modern
colonial systems most generally followed in America, has paid avery costly
tribute to morals. ;
His Catholic Majesty, in the mean time, flatters himself with the hope that

the overtures and proposals made in London in His name will be listened to
and received with the favourable consideration, which they deserve from their
convincing and important nature, and which may produce mutual confidence
between two Monarchs intimately allied.

Lastly, His: Majesty commands me to recommend to the Court of Bt.
James's, through the medium of Your Excellency, its worthy representative,
the dispatch which the business requires, in order to avoid the incaleulable
public and private injuries which will befal Spain, if the decision which both
Governments may adopt upon this point should not be known on the SOth of
October, in the stations and grounds destined for the visit of Slave ships,

The English Ambassador, (Signed) § JUAN.JABAT,
&e. Ke. &e.

 

No. 109, b.

His Excelleney Sir H. Wellesley to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &e, &e.,°

dated Madrid, May 27, 1820.—Received June 8.

My Lorp,

‘MONSIEUR JABAT, when speaking to me lately on the subject of the
request made by the Spanish Government, for a prolongation of the term fixed
for vessels engaged in the Slave Trade to complete theirvorages, said that it
was by no means the wish of the Goyernment, that vessels which had Leen
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eiearéd. outatso:late a period as to: render it'impossible that thietr-voysives |
should befinishedwithin the allotted time,should.profit;by.thisiadulgence,
but that their cbject was, that it should.be granted.to vesselswhich had-cleared
‘put two, three, four andfivemouths previons to the term -fixed.forthe expira-
tion of the Trade viz. the 20th May, 1820, and had therefore-afair: prospect
ot being enabled to complete their voyages withinthe additionalperiod allowed
by Treaty, viz. five months subsequent tothe 20th of May.

I could. not:refuse tocomplywith his entreaties, that I-would-submitto
your Lordship this explanation of the-wishesof the Spanish.Government;
and he added, that nothing would be moregratifyingto-HisCatholicMajesty
and to this Government, than that some furtherperiod should be allowed t
‘these vessels; or at least ‘that instructions should. be given to the British
vessels of war to let them pass, if it should appear by their papers that they ©
had cleared owt: at a period, when they might reasonably -hope tocomplete
their voyages within the allotted time. a OO

I did not, however, hold out to M. Jabat any expectation that thisappli-
cation would be complied with. ON

 

I have the honour to be, &e..

To Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) =H. WELLESLEY,|
Be &e.  &e. So ,

No..110. b..

ViscountCastlereagh toM-Santiago Usos, &e. &e.

. Foreign Office, June 11, 1820,

_. THE Undersigned, His Majesty’s -Principal Secretary’ofState;for
Foreign, Affairs, -has the bonour to. acknowledge .the* receipt. of~ the
note. ofM. Santiago Usoz, dated the. 29th ultimo, stating, theearnest
wish of his Government for the extensionof the :period-for the final'Aho- —

' lition of the Slave ‘Trade, beyond the term of five months.from May:1820,
‘already conceded for.that purpose; end.the. Undersigned has reqvived
this note with the more surprise, as it: is.a. request.for the alteration.of an
Articleenacted at the express desire of,-and in concession to the wishes of,
theSpanish. Government iitself,—a concession, moreover; whichwas ‘not
the first which the British Government had madein the:courseofthisar-
rangement; it is indeed unnecessary for the Undersigned torecal ‘to the
obseryation of M. d’Usoz, that the very term of May 1820.wasinfact a
whole year later than that which it had been the anxious wish of the Bri-
tish Government to fix for the Abolition. os
When the British Negociator had reluctantly agreed to take the 20th

‘May 1820 instead of 1819, as the period for ‘final Abolition, he long and
forcibly contended against the propriety of: aHowing any additional term
for the termination, of voyages. 14 was alleged .on the part ofSpain,.
that if this indulgence were withheld, the concession ofthe additional year
would practically be reduced to six months; and a further term of six
months, to be reckoned from May 1820, was urged as the‘ utmost favour
éo which the Spanish Government desired to: lay claim.-. The six months
yequiredby Spain was, by mutual consent, reduced tofive months,and with
this modification, deliberately and upon full discussion agreed upon, the
Freaty was executed, ratified, and promulgated, 1t is quite an. inadmis-_
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- gible-_proposition that anew negociation should be ente
Treaty-had, -by the: British Government, been laid before Parliament axthe resultof their efforts in so laudable a cause, after its provisions Hid_seceived the sanction of an Act ofthe Legislature—after Courts of “Ad-

-{udication. bad--heen. formed and -established b. , (
itain, for carrying the énactments of . the Treaty into execution—andfinally, after vested rights hed been ‘created, founded upon the provi-- gions of the Law thus passedbythe British Parliament.. And here theUndersigned must request M. Santiago Usoz to consider, how impossibleit would befor this Government to interfere with the rights of Britishsubjects, created by a Treaty thus interwoven with our laws ‘by the sanc-

tion of an Act of Parliament, and which must have longsincebecomethe rule of action to the subjects of both nations to whom the Treaty hasbeen promulgated, whether in limitation of their enterprizes in the pro-
secution of the'Slave Trade, or as the foundation for’

" captures: made of vessels and their cargoes, sailing in contravention of an
Article, in which consists the very essence of this transaction. —
The argument used in M. d’Usoz’s note, founding the present demandson the known impossibility of vessels being able to comnience and com-

plete an expedition in Slave Trading, within the period between May and
October 1820, so as to insure to the merchants the safety of their cargoes,

‘is a position not to. be denied; but the Undersigtied considers it as pecu-.
larly corroborative, of the spirit and intention of the Article in ques-
tion, which was to discourage rather than to facilitate the commence-
‘ment of such enterprizes, at so late’ a period as the iast day of theterm in which the virtual suppression was to take effect. - In fact such an

_ integral change in this part of the Treaty, can only be-considered by the
_ Undersigned as pro tanto defeating the very object for which it was
- framed, which objectcertainlywas no other than the final Abolition of
the Slave Trade by Spain, at as. early a period a$ the interests of its sub-
jects, upon due notice, would permit, and to which interest so large a sacri-
dice_in ‘money was at the time made by Great Britain, in reliance on the
good faith of the Spanish Governmentin carrying into effect the Article

_ which it is now proposed. to. defeut by the solicitation of a still longer
‘period ;, and as the. Treatywas made public as far backas the year 1817,
the Undersigned dees: not see how. Spanish merchants can plead igno-
vance of the provisions of the Treaty, or entertain any expectation of
an alteration in-one of its most important Articles, oS
_If there be any speculators; whose love of enterprize and thirst for lucre

phall have led:them into risks thus wilfully, not to say blameably, incurred,
such traders must abide by the penalties which they knew to be impend-
ing over them,’ nor caw they in justiceelaim the protection of their Go-

_ ernment after-the timely notice given to them. - .
-. M. Santiago Usog lays some stress on the length of time allotted for
the completion of voyages north of the Line, and infers thence, that a
still longer period is to be conceded for the southern traffic, but M,
‘d’Usoz must be aware, that this extension for the Slave Trade north of the
Line, was granted principally on.account of the shortness of the time to
elapse between the siguature of the Treaty and the taking effect of that
part of the Abolition; whereas no extension of time was requisite for the
ultimate Abol:tion south of the Line, as the remote period at which this
part of the arrangement was to take place, was sufficient warning to all
parties interested. —

_, -As M. Santiago Usoz refers in his note to-a communication on this sub-
ject, which has.been recently made by His Catholic Majesty’s Minister to
ihe British Ambassador at Madrid; the Undersigned deems it necessary

rtained, after such

oth by Spain and Great.

claims arising out of
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to inform M. Usoz, that’ although SirHenry Wellesley yielded. to the
Spanish Minister's earnest request inforwarding that communicationty:
his Government, His Excellency not only. refuséd to enter into any dis.

cussions on the subject, but stated it to behis “unqualified opinion, thet
the proposition which it contained was totelly inadmissible. .

‘The undersigned, &c, ;

M. Santiago & Usox,. (Signed) CASTLEREAGH,
«Ge. He. He.

No. 111. b.

Count Palmella to Viscount Castlereagh, K:G. &c. &c.

EXTRAIT. - Londres, ce 12 Juin 1820.

QUANT 4 ce qui regarde l'importante question de la Traite des Négres, le
Soussigné ne se trouve pas autorisé présentement a la discuter; et il se dispen-
seroit méme de faire aucune observation sur ‘ce point de la note de Milord Cas
tlereagh, si Son Excellence s’étoit borné 4 en faire mention sans altérer Tinter-
prétation des Négociations qui ont eu lieu & ce sujet 2 Vienne, et sans vouloir
en déduire une conséquence contre laquelle le Soussigné se croit obligé de ré-
clamer, afin que Pou ne puisse auctinement suipposer qu’il y donne un acquiesce-
“ment tacite. Les ‘Plénipotentiaires de Sa Majesté ‘I'rés Fidéle au Congrés de
Vienre offrirent aux Plénipotentiares. de Sa Majesté Britannique d’abolir ta
traite au bout @huit ans, pourvuque le Gouvernement Britannique consentita
“annuller immédiatement Je Traité deCommerce de 1810. Ce n’étoit donc.
‘pointune décjaration,; comme Milord Castlereagh l’appelle, mais une offre .
conditionelle‘que lesPlénipotentiaires Portugais firent au commencement de
1815. * Depuis lors, cing ans ‘se sentpassés sansque le Traité ait été aban-
donné par l’Angleterre, et pendant ces cing ans il a opéré en grande partie la

*“ruine’du ‘commerce Portugais ; ruine que Sa Majesté Trés Fidéle avoit eu
“‘Tespoir d’empécher en se-soumeztant 4 un autre sacrifice, moyennant la pre- .
_ position que ses Plénipotentiaires avofent requ ordre de faire au ‘Congrés de
_ Vienne. ~ A présent au bout de cing ans le Ministére Britannique se montre_
" disposé,‘non par encoré & annuller le Traité dont il s‘agit, mais A le modifier
“sur quelques Articles en déclarant toutefois la résolution d’en maintenir.un
‘grand nombre d’autres qui continueront a étre regardés Gomme tras defavo-

' rables par les sujets de Sa Majesté Trés Fidéle; et Son Excellence Milofd
" Castlereagh propose, qui plus est, de prolonger pour dix ans ce Traité ainsi
_modifié au-dela de lépoque ot le Traité de 1810 doit expirer; de manidre
quau liea de racourcir la durée du Traité de Commerce, cette proposition
tend 4 la prolonger. Il faudroit done faire -une bien grand torture au sens

"de la proposition conditionnelle que les Plénipotentiaires Portugais ont faite a
Vienne, pour supposet que Sa Majesté Trés Fiddle se trouve actuellement en-

agéc la maintenir. -LeSeussigné peut en appeler sur ce qu'il vient d’avoit
“honneur d'exposer 4 Yopinion et au temoignage de toute I’Europe, va la pahe

‘Higité:que le GovernementBritanniqueluiméme a jugé convenable de donner
‘ates Négocviations °° ‘ me
_ Le Soussigné n’ira pas phis loin dans l’examen de Ia question de la Traite
en général ; il peut assurerSon Excellence Milord Castlereagh, que Sa Ma-
jesté Trés Fidéle adhrera toujours loyalement aux engagemens qurelle.a pris,
‘comine aux principes qu'elle a énoneds & cet égard, maie la question dont il
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agit est d'une nature tellement grave, on pourroit méme dire vitale, pour le
Brésil, que le Gouvernement Portugais se trouve placé au milieu d’obstacles

ui demandent pour étre surmontés beaucoup de précaution et de temps... Le

Gouvernement ritannique n’oubliera sans doute pas, de son coté, combien dé
temps il lui a fallu pour se déterminer il y encore peu d’années & une sem-
blable mesure. ; | : :

Le Soussigné terminera cette note, comme il I'd commencée, en assurant
Son Excellence Milord Castlereagh qu’il la portera immédiatement & lacon-

noissanice de Son Auguste Souverain. Et if profite decetteoccasion pour
renouveler 8 Son Exceltence l’assurance de sa trés haute considération.

(Signé) LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.

 

No. HI. b.

(Translation.)

-Exrracr. London, Jurie 12; 1820..

_ AS to what regards the important question of the Slave Trade, the Un-
dersigned is not at present authorised to discuss it, and he would even torbear
making any observation on this part of Lord Castlereagh’s note, if His Ex-

" gellency had confined himself tothe mentioning of it, without altering the in-
terpretation to be' given ta the negociations which took place onthis subject at
Vienna, and without: attempting to deduce.from them. a. consequence
against which the Undersigned thinks himself obliged to protest, in order
that it may in no manner beimagined that he tacitly acquiesces in
it. Thé plenipotentiaries of His Most Faithful Majesty at the Congress
of Vienna offered to the Plenipotentiaries of His Britannic Majesty. to
abolish the Slave Trade at the end of eight yedrs, provided that the Bri-
tish Government would consent to annul immediately the Treaty of Com-
merce of 1810. This was not, then, a.declaration, as Lord Castle
calls it, but a conditional. offer which the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries
made at the beginning of 1815. Since that time five years have elapsed
without the treaty having been given up by England, and during those
five years it has in a great measure produced the ruin of the. Portuguese
commerce, a ruin which His Most Faithful Majesty had. hoped to prevent
by submitting to another sacrifice, by means of the proposition which his
Plenipotentiaries had received orders to make at the Congressof Vienna.
Now, at the end of five years, the British Ministry shews a disposition, not
yet to annul the Treaty in question, but to modify it im some articles, de-
claring, however, its resolution to maintain a great number of others. which
-will continue to be regarded as very unfavourable by the subjects of His
‘Most Faithful Majesty; nay more; His Excellency LordCastlereagh“pro-
poses to prolong this ‘Treaty, thus. modified, for ten years beyond the period:
at which the Treaty of 1810 is to expire; so that instead of abridging the
duration of the Treaty of Commerce, this proposition tends: to prolong it.-
Very great violence mustthen be done to the sense of the conditional propo-
sition which the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries made at Vienna, to suppose
thatHis Most Faithful Majesty is now engaged to adhere to it. The Under-
‘signed.can on this subject appeal, for what he has had the honourtostate; to
the opinion, and the testimony of all Europe, consideringthepublicity.which
the British Government itself has thought proper to giveto these.negociations.

. “The Undersigned will proceed no-further intheexamination.of the ques-
tion of the Slave Trade ingeneral : he can assure His Excellenc Lord Cas-

tlereagh, that His Most Faithful Majesty will always adhere faithfully to the
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engagements which he has contracted, as well.as to the principles which he
has professed’ onthishead,but the question under discussion is of a nature
so-important,. itmight eyen be said so vital, to Brasil, that thePortuguese
Government finds itself placed in the midst of obstaclés which demand
rhuch precaation and mich time to surmount them, The British Govern-
ment without doubt will not forget, on its part, how much time it required
to form a decision a few years ago, ona similar measure,
MeUndersignedwillend this note as hebegan it, by assuring His Excel-

lency LordCastlereagh, that he will immediately convey it to the knowledge
of his august Sovereign: and he profits bv this opportunity to renew to His
Excellency the assurance of his most distinguished consideration. oo

(Signed) THE COUNT DE PALMELLA.

No. 112, b.:

His’Majesty's. Commissioners at the Havannah to Viscount Castlereagh,
K. G. &c. &c., dated Havannah, May 13, 1820.—ReceivedJuly 5,1820.

MyLorp,

WE have the honour to inform your Lotdship, that no vessel detained un-
der the stipelitions of the Treaty. betwees Great Britain and Spaia of the 23d
ofSeptenrber 1817, has ag yet arvived at this port for adjudication,

We have the honour to be, &c. Ke. Ke.

(Signed) H. THEO. KILBEE:
R. F.JAMESON,

Viscount. Castlereagh, K. G.
ke. &e. - &e,

 

No. 113,b.

Piiscount Castlereagh to HisExcetlencytheEarlofClancarty, KB. &c.

Mx.Loan, _ Foreign Office, July 14, 1820,

- I-TRANSMIT herewith, to your Excellency, copies of threedispatches,
dated severally the 23d of Navember 1819, and the 1st and the 6th of April

_, 1820, from -His Majesty's Commissioners resident at Surinam, under the Con-
vention with the Netherlands for preventing illegal traffic'in Slaves, upow
the subject of the existence ofa Stave. Trade between the French West India
Islands and Surinam, and the.refusal of the Netherland Naval Officers, in
which tiey are supported bythe opiaion of their. Commissioners, to interfere
with ships trading im Slaves.under the French flag. : : ,

. This conduct is.attempted to be.grounded. upon.a decree of the King of
the. Netherlands of the.17th of September. 1818,*. a copy and translatienof
which ig herewith sent to-your. Excellency. ‘You will however be:aware; that

* ThisDecree. will be foundas.an Iactosure in No, 86 of this correspondence.
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such conduct is manifestly in contravention of the first Article of the Con-
vention, whereby the King of the Netherlands “ engages, within the time.
specified, to prohibit allhis Subjects, in the most effectual manner, fromtaking any part whatever in the trade in Slaves.” It is also in contravention
of the first Article of the decree of theKing of the Netherlands, above cited ;
and it does not appear, that the fifth Article of that decree ‘purports in-its
terms, to authorise the importation of such Slaves, since that Article contains
only an exception of Slaves found at that moment in the colonies, or their
children; and there is no other description of persons introduced in the sub-.
sequent part of thatArticlewhich refers to foreign colonies: both Great’
Britain and Holland are in fact pledged t nrohubit9 continuanc Cx-
tension of the trade from Africa, directly of indirectly, © ne

_ Ihave, therefore, received the King’s commands to desire, that your Excel-
lency will make an immediate representation to the Government:of the
Netherlands, upen the subject of the facts and circumstances stated in the
dispatches from His Majesty's Commissioners; and that you will endeavour to
obtain from them, that such instructions and explanations shall be given to
the several departments and Officers concerned, ag may be necessary to
establish and to carty into effect the true meaning of the Convention on the
point in question. ,

 

Iam, &c.

His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty, (Signed) CASTLEREAGII.
&e. &e. = &e, .

No. 114, b:

- Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Commissioners at Surinam.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, July 16, 1230.

I HAVE received your several dispatches, under date of the 23d of No-
vember 1819, and the Ist and 6th of April 1820, and have laid them before
the King. ‘, Boe,
By the inclosed copy of a dispatch, which, by His Majesty’s commands,

I addressed under date of the 14th instant, to His Majesty’s Ambassador to
the King of the Netherlands, you will perceive that his Excellency has been,
directed to make a representation to the Netherland Government upon the.
subject of the Traffic in Slaves stated by you to exist between the French,
West India Islands and Surinam, and by the accompanying copy ofa letter,
from the Sceretary of the Admiralty to Mr, Planta, dated the 26th of June
1820—you will bemade acquainted with the circumstances under which no
report has as yet been received at the Admiralty of the yames of the yesse}s.
on the Leeward Island station, to whom instructions have been sent under
the Treaty with the Netherlandsfor preventing illegal Traffic in Slaves.

, am, &.. Ct

ee — _ (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
dhs Majesty's Commissioners at Surinam.

Mem, Unclosure 1 ia this dispatch forms No. 113 in this correspondence.
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(Inclosure 2 in No. 114, 6.)

Sir, . Admiralty Office, June 26, 1820.

HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your
Letter of the 22d inst., inclosing copies of two letters, addressed to Lord Cas-
tlereagh by the British Commissioners for the prevention of Slave Trade’
stationed at Surinam, I am commanded by my Lords, to acquaint you, for
his Lordship’s information, that, on the 26th July last, two sets of the Treaty
with the Netherlands, and the instructions appertaining thereto, were trans-
mitted to Rear-Admiral Campbell, then commandiug on the Leward Island
station ; with directions to him to forward them to the Commanders of two:
of the vessels of his squadron, reporting their names to this Office. In con-
sequence, however, of the death of the Admiral, which took place about the’
time of the arrival .of those directions from the West Indies, no report has
yet been received upon the subject; butmy Lords have repeated the directions
to Admiral Fahie, who has recently proceeded to commandonthe station,
and the names of the vessels furnished with the papers in question, shall be
communicated to Lord Castlereagh as soon as the information is received
here,

Joseph Planta, Esq. (Signed) JOHN BARROW.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 115, b.

Earl of Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.. &c. &c., dated
| The Hague July 25, 1820.—Received July 29.

My Lorp,

IN obedience to His Majesty’s commands, with which I was honoured by
your Lordship’s dispatch of the 14th instant, I lost no time in pro-
curing an interview with M. le Baron de Nagell, and having acquainted
him with the facts, and with the cireumstances under which Netliertand Ofi-
cers at Surinam appeared to tolerate the continuance of a Slave Trade, in con-
travention of the Treaty existing between the two countries, I read over to
him the several dispatches of His Majesty’s Commissioners upon this subject,
conveyed in that from your Lordship to me, above acknowledged.
M. le Baron de Nagell having assured me that nothing was more anxiously

desired by the King, his Master, than to put an end to the nefarious Traffic
in Slaves, it was agreed that I should throw the representation I had verbally
madetohim into the form ofan official note, in order that the same should
be.laid before His Netherland Majesty, and His orders taken thereon.

In consequence of this arrangement, I immediately prepared and addressed
to His Excellency the note, of which the inclosed paper is a copy.

I have the honour to be, &c.

: (Signed)  CLANCARTY
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. es

&e ke. &e.
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(InclosureinNo. 113, 6.)

_ The. Hague, July 22, 1820,

THE Undersigned, &e.: has the honour, though - with. much.regret,
‘to acquaint His Excellency M, le Baron de Nagell, that a Traffic inSlaves
4o a considerable extent has deen-carried on in the Colony ofSurinam,and
‘bat, notwithstandjng the Netherland Decree of the ‘17th of September
4818, some.thousands ofSlaves have béen imported into thatcolony. .
“This has’ been done principally, but not solely, under the French flag ;.a
jarge portion of the Slaves imported recently from Africa,-and: under ships’
‘papers (thoughof strong suspicion,) as ifembarked from a friendly colony..”

" This canduct is attempted to be grounded upon the fifth ‘Artiele of the

‘shove cited Decree. SO oo
" M, le Baron de ‘Nagell, however, ‘will be fully aware ‘that such: proceeding

$3 manifestly:in ‘contravention of thefirst Article ofthe Treaty, whereby the

King of theNetherlands engages, within the time specified, ‘ to‘prohibit all
bis subjects, in ‘the most effectual manner, to take any part whatever in the
Trade inSlaves,” &c. It is also in contravention of the first:Article of the

Decreeof His Netherland Majesty above cited; andit does not appear that

the fifth Article of that Decree (upon which this proceedingis attempted to
be upheld) purports in its terms to authorize the importation of such Slaves,
since that Article onty contains anexception.relating solely te Slaves found

at that moment in the colonies, or their children, andthere is no other des-

cription of persons introduced (and ifthere ‘was, it would have been in direct

variance with the Treaty) in the subsequent part of that Article which refers

to foreign colonies.. BothGreat Britain and the Netherlands are in fact
ledged to prohibit a continuance. or-extension of the trade from Africa either

directly or indirectly. .
"The naval Officers stationed by His Netherland Majesty to prevent the

farther continuanceof this.traffic, have refused to. interfere,conceiving their

Commissjons-to be suspended andsupersededby, the authority ofthe local

Government within the colony ; vand ‘inthis opinion theyseem to be sup-
‘ported. by. theNetherland Commissioners under the Treaty, who‘hold that.

‘a Dutch ‘naval,,Offiicer could not act in a colonial harbour, upon any general

otamission from home, without express instructions from the local Govern-

ment.
. The Undersigned has received the commands of his Government to make
aa immediate representation of these facts and circumstances to the Govern-

-mentofFlis Majesty the King of the Netherlands,and prgently topress, that
euch prompt and peremptory instructionsmaybeexpedited, aad such clear

explanations, in conformity with the true intent of theTreaty, to [theColo-

_aial Government at Surinam, to the Commissioners ofThe said Majesty

under the Convention, and the naval Officers there stationed,‘as maybene-

‘eessary to put a complete end to these proceedings, to establish and to carry
into full effect the true meaning of theFreaty: a

\ The Undersigned, &e.

His Excellency the Baron de Nagell, (Signed), +=»CLANCARTY.

" &e. &e. &e
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No. 116, b.

EarlofClancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &e., dated theHague,
| August 11, 1820.—Received August 15.

_My Lorp,

REFERRING to your Lordship’s dispatch addressed to me on the 30th
of May last,to mine of the 30th of June. addressed to your Lordship, and
to the copy of my note to His Excellency M. le Baron de Nagell of the 29th
of the latter month conveyed therein, I have now the honour to transmit the
copy of a note received yesterday from M. de Nagell, in answer to that re.
ferred to,.and which, upon the whole, I should hope your Lordship wilt
find satisfactory. Lo

Having, however, both in the note and in the. conference cited in the
above dispatch of the 30th of Junc, strongly recommended the most conci-
liatory and liberal conduct to be enforced by this Government on the several
parties composing their Mixed Commissions, and finding nothing said upon
this subject in the note received yesterday from M. de Nagell, I have thought
it right again to place the same under His Excellency’s view, and have there-
foro addressed to him the note, of which I also send a copy herewith inclosed
for your Lordship’s information. oS

I have the honour to be, &c.
Fiscount Castlereagh, K.G. (Signed) = CLANCARTY.

&e. Se. &e. .

(Inclosure 1 in No. 116, 5.)

Extract. CO The Hague, August 9, 1820.

SON Excellence le Comte de Clancarty, &c. ayant remis au Soussigné le
20 Juin dernier, une note touchant différents points rélatifs a lexecution du -
Traité du 4 Mai 1818, pour la suppressioi du Commerce des Esclaves, il a
Phonneur de linformer,
Que le Ministre des Colonies a été autorisé de recommander au Juge des

Pays-Bas séant en la Cour Mixte & Sierra Leone, de ne prs s’opposer a ce
quon employe des procureurs ou agents dans les procés qui s’instruisent par
devant la dite Cour.
Le Soussigné se flatte que Son Excellence le.Compte de Clancarty récon-

naitra dans cette disposition, que le Gouvernement des Pays-Bas n’a rien de
plus a coeur que de s’entendre avec le Gouvernement Britannique, sur tout ce
qui peut faciliter l"exécution du Traité du 4 Mai 1818.

Il saisit cette occasion, &c.

(Signe) A. W..C. DE NAGELL.

 

. (Translation ofInclosure 1 in No. 116, 6.) °

Extract, The Hague, August 9,. 1820.

“HIS Excellency the Earl of Clancarty, &c. having transmitted to the un-
dersigned on the 20th of June last a note on different points connected with
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the execution of the Treaty of the 4th of May1818, for the’ wo

the SlaveTrade, he has the honour toinform him, ’ suppression.of

- 4, That the Minister for the Colonial Department has been instructed t

direct the Netherlands Judge actingin the Mixed Tribunal at Sierra Leone,
not to oppose- Rrmse the “employment of‘attorni «navies!

tobe retbefore the said Court, — y : les or agents in causes

The Undersigned flatters himself that His Excellency the Earl of Clan-
carty will pegceive, by these instructions, that the Government of thé Ne-

therlands has nothjng more at heart than to act in concert with the British

Governitient, and particplarly.” whenever it may tend tofacilitate the execu-
tion of the’ Treaty of the4th of May1818.

He avails:nimself ot this opportunity, &e.

(Signed) A.W. C. DE NAGELL.

(Inclosure 2 in No. 116, by .

The Hague, dugust 10, 1820.

THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of His:
Excellency M. le Baron deNagell’s note of the 9th instant, in anewer to that
of the Undersigned of the 29th of June last. es

- The Undersigned. will not fail to transmit this document to his Govern-
ment, and relyiag upon it that instructions will be seat out under the orders
of this Court; to the Commissary Judges and Arbitrators appointed upon the
art of the Netherlands to the Mixed Commissions at Surinam and Sierra
eone, to act in the spirit of the most perfect conciliation with their col-.

leagues in all things, and with that liberality and confidence in the arrange-
ment of all matters of general practice, and other extra-judicial points, by
which alone the upright and humane objects of the Treaty can be carried into
effectual execution, according ‘to the intention of the High Contracting

- Parties.
' He avails himself of this occasion, &c.

His Excellency the Baron de Nagett, (Signed) | CLANCARTY
Se. . &e. Se.

 

No. 117, bo .

His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&c. &c., dated Madrid, August 3, 1820.——-Received August 17,

My Lor»,

I HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a note which I have
received from M. Perez de Castro, in which he requests that instructions

may be sent to the Commanders ofHis Majesty’s ‘ships of war, with a

view to affording some relief to those merchants engaged in the Slave

Trade; whohad, bond fide, cleared out for the African coast at a period

when there was a fair probability of their beingenabled to complete their

voyages within the time fixed bythe Treaty; .and ‘Tcennot but suggest -
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that, if there be no serious objections to granting the indulgence solicitedin the inclosed note, it might be advantageous to eur relations with this
Court, that it should. net be refused...

I have the honour to be, &c.
7 (Signed) H. WELLESLViscount Castlereagh, K..G. & ESLEY.
fe = &e: -&e.

 

(InclosureinNo. 117, 6.)

( Translation.).
Sir,

Sacedon, July 27, 1820,
DISPATCHES have just been received from the Chargéd’A ffaires

of the King my Master at the Court of London, referring to an official
note of Lord Castlereagh dated the 11th of June last, in answer
_to the propositions, which, as I had the honour of informing your Excel.lency onthe 15th of May, were about to be made to the BritishGovern-
ment, respecting some additional delay beyond the 30th of nextOctober,to be allowed to Spanish Slave ships, in order to enable those -véssely
which cleared out before the 80th of May of this year, to return.withtheir cargoes in safety. And His Majesty has learnt with the greatest re.-gret that these propositions, although of so reasonable and equitable a

_description, have been rejected by the British Government-; and that.too,_in so very explicit and decided a manner as leaves but little hope.of their‘being renewed with any chance of success. But, notwithstanding theunexpected failure of this negociation, the King my Master, not con-sidering himself to have fulfilled as yet, to the utmost of. his power,
‘one of the most imperious duties of a: Monarch, namely, te defendthe intérests and property of a large portion of his subjects still engaged
Th the Slave trade, in the full persuasion thet all vessels which cleared
out previously to the 30th of May last would be allowed to return-unmo-lested, and hoping that Englandwill not insist rigorously on Keeping to
the very letter of the Treaty, which is evidently in contradiction with the
spirit of the original agreement, as it does not leave time to dowhat jtallows to be done; has thought it right to make a last effort on this sub-
ject, by suggesting to the British Government. through the medium of
your Excellency, a plan, which, if as His Majesty hopes, it is accepted
with that generosity anu catdour which ought to characterize the con-
duct of a Power, distinguished as England always has been by its loyalty
and friendship for Spain, would be of the greatest advantage to the
Spaniards principally interested in this question, without being liable to
any of. the objections alleged against a formal grant of any fu rther delay.

his conciliatory measure or planis, that the British Government
should send private instructions to the Captains of the cruizers on the
different stations, not to detain or seize those Spanish Slave ships which
can prove by their papers that they cleared out for the voyage in
proper time ;—the words “ proper time,” implying, not the S0th of
fay, or anyparticular: day, but -such time as, according to ordinary

calculations, would have enabled them to complete their voyage before
the 30th of October, had they not been detained by.some of those acci-
Ments which all vessels are so frequently exposed ta: for example, sup- -
“posing that with tolerable winds, seven ‘months are sufficient to go andreturn in, including all neeessary delays in port, Slaveships which sailed-.
before the 30th of March ought not to be seized, although they may
have been unable to return before the 30th of October. ~
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FisMajesty flatters himself that theBritish Government will haveno

objection to agree to a measureof this description, which neitherchanges
in any way the tenorof theTreatyfor the abolition of the Slave Trade,
aor indeed at all goesbeyond thatsort of friendlywish to oblige,which it is
jn the power ofevery Government to shew towards its allies zy and His
Majesty hopes likewise that in casehis August Ally should.aecede to this

roposition, a term will be fixed in the instructions given to-the English
cruizers, ample enough to insure all property now embarked -in the
Spanish Slave Trade, provided it beproved that this property has been
risked undera reasonable calculation thatthe voyage would be concluded
previously to the final term of the 30th of October.

(Signed) EVARISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO.
His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B.

&e. .&c. &Ke.

 

No. 118, b.

JTis Excellency the Earl ofClancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
ic. &e., dated.the Hague, August15, 1820.—ReceivedAugust 21.

My Lorp,

' "UNDER your Lordship’s instructions‘df ‘1819, transmitted to Mr. Chad;
the addressed an official note to M. le Baron de Nagell, a copy of which he
dad the honour to inclose for the information of His Majesty’s Government,
with his official dispatch of the 19th of April 1819.

‘ Referring your Lordship to this document, ‘and also to the note of M. de
“Nagell of the 3eth of April 1819, wherein His Excellency -gives assurances.
that an inquiry will be thereon inStituted without loss-of time, I have now
the honour to inclose herewith the alleged result of that inquiry, contained
én an official note addressed te me by M. de Nagell, and dated the 11th
anstant.

I am not aware that I can advantageously ‘take any further step in this
particularpart of the business relating to the abolition of the Slave Trade,
unless under such additional instructions as‘your Lordship may think fit
to gives these it will-be not less my.duty, than it will be my anxious desire,
zealously to fulfil, in order that, if possible, the Known and laudable views
of His Majesty’s Government, for the total abolition of this horrid traffic,
may be at length completely effected. .

_d have the honoar to be, &c.
‘ (Signed) CLANCARTY.,.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&c. &e. &e.

 

‘(Inclosure in No. 118, 6.)

La Haye, le 11 Aoit, 1820

LE 13 Avril, 1819, M. Chad, &e. ayant porté plainte contre les facilités
accotdée 4 Elminaau Commerce des Esclaves, Je Soussigné, &c. fut chargé
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dele préveuir, que le Gouvernement des PaysBas allait mottré & profit une

occasion sure pour faire approfondir la reclamation. __
Les rapports réquis étant arrivés de la céte de Guinée, le - Roi &@ autorise

Je Soussigné de donner connaisance de leurs résultats & Son ExcellenceLord
Clancarty. ae ne
Comme on avait’ assuré au Government Anglais, que c’était & laide des

canots queTe Trafic des Négres se faisait sur la céte d'Or, et qu'il ne pour-
rait avoir lieu si l’ort interdisait'leur vente, ce point est celui sur lequel le
Gouvernement des Pays Bas avait exigé des renseignemens positifs, 7

' Une dépéche du Président du Gouvernement de la eédte de Guinéea
montré, combien l’accusation en général, et la derniere assertion, étaient
dénudées de fondement. “A la vérité les Portugais depuis plusieurs années,
avaient l’usage d’acheter des Canots 4 Elmina pour s’en servir dans les
endroits de la céte ob Ics brisans @mpéchent d’aborder avec des chaloupes,
et cet achat a edi lieu jusque ’au commencement de l'année actuelle, __

Mais pour peu qu'on ait connaissance des localités, et de la nature du Com-
merce dans ce Pays, on réconnaitra que s’il y a des endroits tel que Popoe,
Whida, Appey, Porto Novo, et Jaddagree, ott les Canots sont indispensables,
il y en a plusieurs autres ob l'on peut aborder sans leur secours; que de plus
ils ne servent pas uniquement au Trafic des Esclaves, mais que I’on ne saurait
s'en passer en certains endroits, pour débarquer les cargaisons, ou embarquer
€n retour, I’or, Phuile de palmier, et les autres produits de la céte inférieure ;
qu’ énfin la mesure d’interdire lear vente 4 Elmina serait insuffisante, puisque
les navires pourraient toujours s’en procurer ailleurs et hommément a Popoe.

il conste par cette méme dépéche, que pendant son Administration, Je
Prégident sysdit, avant d’accorder aug navires qui-ancraient.en radeIp per-
mission dacheter des Canots, a toujours. ingpeeté au préalable. leurs papjers2 fond, et pour peu qu'il fussent suspects, ’a constamment réfusée, faisapt
méme quitter la rade & ceux qu’on,fotpgonnait de trafiquer en. Esclayes,

"Enfin; depuis. qy’au mois de, Janyier derpier..il edt,connaissauce qu'un
navire Portugais, qui l'année précédente avoif agheté un Canot,d Efming,
était accust davoie fait ce Trafic sup lq c6te inférieure, quoique les Papiers
annangassent pogitivement que sq ‘destination était d’échanger sa Cargaison
contre des Productions du Pays,if a néfusé des‘Canots atousles navires qui
ont abordé.&a Liming. re

__ Tons ces détailssont confirmés par le rapport.daCommandant de laCométe,
et cette conformité est, q'autant plus digne. de remarque, .que.cetOticier,
suivant ses. Instructions, aprocédé§ ces investigations sans. le concours,etméme a V’igscu dy Gouvernement, de la céte de Guinée. _——
D'aprés son rapport, dans les années 1816, 1817, et une partie.de, 1818,ilv a ey des Négrierg sur lq cote, et leurstation a étéd’ordipaireau dessys duFort Anglais Apollonia, et au dessous d’Acra; trois navires Espagnols ont, &

ce qu’on prétend, trafiqué & Christiansberg., il yaeu ausi quelques Négriers
Espagnols entre Cape Coast etCormantyn, mais depuis ce tems il n’y a point
eu navités Espagnols aux environs d’Elmina ni des FortsAnglais, -
~-Quelques Navires Frangais, Portugais, et Espagnols, ét nommément les
premiers, out trafiqué sur la céte supérieurea la hauteur, du Cap la Noir, les
autres au dessous de Popoe etd’Acra.Maissous aucun fort occupé par les
sujets du Hoi on de Sa Majesté Britannique, ni a Elmina, ni & Cape Coast, le
Commerce des Négres né s'est fait, soitduvertement,.soit clandestinement, et
un Fonctiorinaire’qui était soupconné de s’étre permis quelques tentatives
infructueuses, a étéobligé dese répatrier.tree

Les renseignemens du’ Commandant de Ia Cométe, sur la necessitéde
Temploi des Canots, sont d’accord avec ceux du. Président. - ss
Les Espagnols qui ont trafigué en Esclaves tant a Acra, qu’.entre. Cape

Coast et Cormantyn, n’en ont acheté nulle part, et il a fait connaitre le pré-
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judicenotable deméme quelextréme mécontentement causés par Pinterdiction
rovisoire de leur vente, & laquelle, our enlever jusqu’ a lappatence de

favoriser leTrafic des Esclaves, dont Elmina avait été accusée par quelques

jaloux, le Président avait cru-devoirse résoudre,
Le Rei a donc acquisla certitude qu’il n’y a eu & Elmina, ni prévarication,

ni conmivance5 et qu’ ainsi toutes les dispositions 4 prendre pour repondre au
yoou de la note précitée de M. Chad, étaient de renouveler linjonction de con-
tinver & veiller gu maintien. des Conventions, et, en cas éventuel d’abus

d’autoriser les. Autorités d’Elmina & restreindre, suspendre, ou s'il le falloit,

jntetdire'la vente des Canots. . a

Le Soussigné a Yhonneur, &c:

(Signé)  A.W.C. DE NAGELL,

‘A Son Excellence le Comte de Clancarty, —
- Bc. &e. &e. oS

 

‘Translation of Inclosure in No. 118, 6.3

| ‘Fhe Hague, August 11, 1820.

MR. CHAD,&e. having: made a complaiat on the 13th April 1819, res-
pecting the facilities afforded at Elmina to the raflic.in Slaves, the Under-

signed, &c. was:dirécted ta: acquaint him, that the Goverament of the Neilier-

Jands ‘wete-aboutto avail themselves of an opportunity which offered itself, on

qwhiely theycould depand,forhavingthis. complaint thoroughly examined into.

The réquisite reports having now been received from the Coast of Guinea,
the King has authorized the: Undersigned to:acquaint His Excellency Lord

Clanearty: with the result...
:

As: the British Government was assured, that it was by the assistance of

canoes that theSlave.tradewas carried onon the GoldCoast,and that it could

not take place if their sale were prohibited, the Government of the Nether-

Jands ‘have. demanded the mostpositive explanations ‘on’ this particular poitt.

‘A dispatch:fromthe President of the Government of the Coast of Guinea

hasshewn, how: entirely the acctsation in general, and the latter statement

inpertioular, are void of: foundation. == * oo. .

- Portuguese subjects have indeed, fot many years past, been in the: habit of

purchasing canoes -at Elmina, to use them:on those points ofthe Coast

where breakers"pi vent the landing-ia cutters‘and this practice of purchasing

eanees-has continuedup to the commencement of the ‘present year. -

But with the least knowledge of the nature of. the traffic in this country,

and of the places where it is carried on, it will be admitted that if there. are

such places as Popoe, Whida, Appey, Porto’ Novo and Jaddagree, where

canoes are indispensable, there are many otheys where a landing may be effected

without their aid, andmoreover that theyareused, not for the StaveTrade

alone, but that they are absolutely:necessary in particular places for landing

cargoes, or shipping in return gold, palm oil, and other productions of the

lower. coast; in: fine,‘that. the measure’ of prohibiting. their sale at Elmina

would be ineffectual, ag vessels might always procure them elsewhere, viz, at

opoe. zoe .

‘It appears by the same dispatch, that during his administration, the Presi-

dent above-mentioned, previouslyto granting ‘to vessels which anchored in

the roads~ permission to buy: canoes, has: always, in’ the first instance,
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‘accused .of having carried on this traffic on the Lower

“touched at Elmina.

4140

‘thoroughlyinspectedtheir ‘papers, and when they were suspicious,hasvon.‘tantly refused such permission, ‘making such‘ yeasels: £ven quit ‘the roads
asweresuspected of trading in Slaves. oo *
In‘five,bavingreceived information ‘in the’month ‘of January last; that4

Portuguesevessel which had bought a canoe ‘at Elmina the preceding year; wag
ceused of having carried ont on be Coast, although herpapers declared positively that she was destined to exchange her cargo for the

produceofthe country, he has since refused canoestoall vessels ‘which have

“All these particulars areconfirmed bythe teport of’ the Commander ofthe‘Comet, and this confirmation is the more worthy of remark, as thatofficer,agreezbly to his instructions, carried on these investigations without theCcon-currence, or even the knowledge, of the Government ofthe Coast ofGuinea,According to his report there were Slave vessels on the coast in the years4816, 1817, and a part of $818, ‘and their stations ordinarily were abovethe English fert Apollonia, and below Acra. Three Spanish vessels, it isreported, traded at‘Christiansberg. There have been also some SpanishSlave‘ships between Cape Coast and Cormantyn,but since thisperiod there haveibeen no Spanish ships-in the neighbourhood of Elmina or of the British forts.
Some French, Portuguese.and Spanish ships, and particularly the first-men-

tioned, have traded on the upper coast, as high as Cape 1a Noir, the rest
below Popoe and Acra, but no Traffic in Slaves has been carried on under
any. fort belonging to the subjects of the King or of His Britannic Majesty,neither at Elmina nor at Cape Coast, openly or clandestinely; and a Public
‘Agent, who was suspected ot’ having connived at some fruitless attempts, thas‘been obliged to return home. .
“The information received from the Commander oftheComet ofthe neces-“sity of employing canoes; is.in unison with that received from thePresident.

"The Spaniards who have traded in Slaves as well at Acra,'as between Cape‘Coast and Cormantyn, have made ao purchases-any where,—and the Presi-‘denthasstated the known prejudice, as well.as‘the extreme discontent, oc_casioned by the provisional prohibition of their sale, to which .measure.he“thought ithis duty to have recourse, in: order to-remove the -appearance of"favouring theTraffiein Slaves, of which Elina was accused by somejealous"individuals. ° .
The King is. new therefore convinced that there has been neitherprevari-

<ation nor cennivance at Elmina ; and all that is requisite, in complying withthe ‘wish expressed in M. Chad’s note, is to renew the instructions to watchover the execution of the Convention, and ia the event of a departure fromthem, to authorize the Authorities at Elmina to restrain, suspend, or if
necessary, forbid, the sale of canoes.

The Undersigned has the hhenour, &ec.
(Signed) A. W.C. DE NAGELL

His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty,
&e. &e &e

No. 119, b.

Henry Theo Kitbee, Esq. to William Hamilton, £3q:, dated Havannah,
. June 29, 1820.—ReceivedSept 4.

Deagz Sir, OO
TWAS very sorry that, inconsequence of a severe iliness from which I amnow slowly recovering, I was-unable to Writé to write to-you by His Majesty's
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prig Wasp, whichsailed: from hence aboutafortnight ago.
ulteno the period expiredwhich is allo Bor obo cle wen pet
Slave ships for the coast of Africa; and, contrury to my ex ectations, on that
_and the few days previous, nearly twenty vessels sailed from hence for the
purposes of the traffic. The proprietors, I understand, do not expect that
these vessels will be enabled to return within the five months allowed by
‘Treaty; but they have been led to believe, that their is no danger of vessels
which have cleared out before the 30th of May, being condemned, even
although they should not: complete their voyages within the five months.Indeed, both the Spanish Commissioners here have declared to me, that
according to the instructions they have received, they shall feel themselves
bound to give their opinion for the release of such vessels, in the event of
their being detained by our cruizers, ;

I have the honour to be, &e.
WW; Hamilton, Esq. (Signed) H. T. KILBEE,

| &e. &e. &e. ,

 

No. 120, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty, K. B. &.

My Lorp, | _ Foreign Office, September 22, 1820,
IN reference to my correspondence with your Excellency. on the subject

of the existence of a Slave-trade between the French West Indian Islands
and Surinam, I mast again press upon your Excellency the very great
importance, that the Dutch Government should, without delay, send out such
explanations and instructions to the several departments and officers con-
cerned, as may be necessary to put a stop to that illegal traffic, and to esta-
‘blish and carry into effect the true meaning of the Treaty on thepoint in
‘question ;—and also that no further unnecessary delay should take. place. in
expediting such legislative measures, as you have stated to be requisite, to give
the necessary powers for organizing the Mixed Court at Surinam, and for
putting it into full activity.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) - CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency the Earl of Clancarty, K. B.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 121, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Madrid and in the
Netherlands, and to His Majesty's Envoyat Rio de Janeiro. -

My Loan, Foreign Office, September 22, 1820.
SIR, |

A CASE hes recently occurred. at Sierra Leone, in the adjudication of
which a difference of opinion arose, as to the construction to, be put upon
that part of the Convention between Great Britain and the Netherlands,
Spain and Portugal, for preventing illegal traffie in Slaves, which enacts that
ships of war may detain and bring in vessels suspected of illegal traffic, in the
event only of thcir actually finding Slaves on board. ,

wed by Treaty for the clearing outof_
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The case I allude to was that of a vessel, which wasactuallyconcerned
in the traffic, and had already received one Slave on board at the tine
she-was discovered by the ship of war pursuing her: She,- however, in
this extremity, contrived to get: the Slave into a boat alongside, before the
ship ofwar,:boarded her,. At this momeat,.and before the boat with the
Slave could reach the shore, the vessel, the boat and Slave. were detained, and
brought in to Sierra Leone. The circumstances abovementioned. bein
proved, a difference of opinion took place between the members of the
Commission, whether the capture was legal or not, according to the
terms of the Treaty above recited. The matter was then referred as
usual, by lot, to one ofthe Arbitrators appointed in such cases; and. the
Arbitrator on whom the lot.fell, adjudged that the vessel was illegally de-
tained, and ordered her liberation, and subjected the capturing party to the
expence of indemnifying her ownersfor -her detention.’ No imputation is
meant to be thrown upon the Arbitrator for this decision, nor is it, of course,
wished to invalidate it in the instance alluded to; but, at the same time, it
is evident, that the decision was in opposition to the design of theTreaty,
and to its general tenour and spirit. ‘The continuance of such a narrow and
imperfect construction, as that on which the Arbitrator decided, if allowed to
be drawn into a precedent for the guidance of the Courts under the Treaty,
would open, manifestly, a door to the grossest fraud, and would prevent, in
‘most instances on the African coast, the objects contemplated by the Con- °
tracting Parties. The vessels there concerned in the trade, keep close
along shore, and would, when the capturing ship hove in sight, land at a.
short notice, or at any rate lower and stow into boats, and sometimes even.
force to swim on shore, the men whom they had unjustifiably confined on
board; and if, one minute before the cruizer boarded, the Slaves were outside
the ship, (which wuuld infallibly, by one or other means, be contrived), the
illegal trafficker would be safe, and the object of the Treaty effectually
defeated.

I need not dwell more upon. the subject, to shew the necessity, that some-
declaration should be made by the Contracting Parties, and some instructions
jointly given by them to their cruizers and to their Commissioners, which
shall, in the explanatory construction of the Treaty, prevent. so palpable an
evasion of itsintent. oe .

I have, therefore, received The King’s Commands to desire, that you will
bring these points under the consideration of the Court to which you are
accredited; and, in His Majesty’s name, urge them, on every principle of
justice and expediency, to concur in a declaration, and in corresponding in-
structions to the Cruizers and Commissioners under the Treaty, to the effect,
that, if there shall be clear and undeniable proof, that a-Slave orSlaves have
been,for the purpose of illegal traffic, put on board a vessel in theparti-
cular voyage on which thé vessel shall be captured, then, and on that ac-
count, according to the true intent and meaning of the stipulations of the
‘Treaty, such vessel is to be detained by the cruizers, and finally condemned
by the Commissioners.
You willlose no time in exceuting this instruction ; and the King conf-'

dently trusts that the Governmentof the Netherlands, (Spain, and Portugal)
will fecl no hesitation ia adopting a measure by which, without rendering a
legal commerce liable to unjust condemnation, the due execution of the
‘Treaty may be assured in its fair and liberal construction, and according to
the principle on which it was framed, of putting down by effectual means the
illegal Traffic in Slaves.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) — CASTLEREAGH.

His Majest,'s Ambassadors at Madrid and in theNetherlands,
aad Eis Majesty's Envoy at Rio de Janeiro.
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No. 122, b.

His-Excellency the Earl of Clancarty toViscount Castlereagh, K. G.
ee. &e.,dated Brussels, October 10, 1820.—Recetved October 12.

Extract.

I HAD on the 7th instant the honour to receive your Lordship’s dispatch’
of the 22d September. ;

In obedience to the instructions conveyed by this dispatch, I have addressed
anote, of which the accompanying paper is a copy, to His Excellency M. te
Baron de Nagell, upon the subject of it, and which I hope.will meet the views
of His Majesty’s Government.

(Signed) CLANCARTY.

 

(Inclosure in No. 122, b.)

THE Undersigned, His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador, &c. has re-
ceived the commands of the King his Master, to press upon the serious and
immediate consideration of this Government, the very great impertance ofthe
issue of orders without delayby this Court, accompanied by such explanations
and instructions to the several departments and officers concerned, as may be
requisite to put an immediate and final stop to the illegal Traffic in Slaves in
the colony of Surinam, to which the official note of the . undersigned,
addressed to His Excellency on the 22d ofJuly last, generally refers.

This trade is understood to be in full existence, more especially bétween
the French Wert India Islands and Surinam, and it can scarcely be necessary .
tor the Undersigned to use any argument except the bare statement of the _
facts, to induce His Majesty the King of the Netherlands to adopt the most
prompt, vigorous, and efficient measures, fully to execute the Treaty upon this
subject between the two Crowns, and to carry into effect its stipulations,
according to the spirit and true meaningthereof,

Abstracted from the immediate consideration of these, His Netherland .
Majesty will no doubt fecl, that to permit the longer continuarice of so vile
a traffic, so hostile to the humane doctrines of the Christian religion, would.
be not less at variance with the high notions and laudable principles by which
His Majesty is at all times guided, than it would be essentially derogatory to
his honour and kingly dignity. . .

It becomes the more important to press this subject upon the serioiis coti-
sideration of this Government at the present moment, because if, for thé
purpose of empowering this Crown to give life and efficacy to the Mixed
Court at Surinam, by organizing and putting the same into full activity
withovt further delay, any legislative measures should be requisite, the ap-_
proaching session of the States General furnishes an opportunity adequate to

. the end in view, and which the undersigned is confident will be eagerly and
promptly embraced by the Netherland Government. _
Ta the full assurance of the active and zealous efforts of this Court to eo:

operate in: all things with that of the King his Master, in. putting a final end
to the nefarious ‘Frade in Slaves, according to the true spirit of the Treaty ot
the 4th of May 1818, the Undersigned-requests His Excellency will accept
the assurance, 8c.’ .
- - - (Signed) CLANCARTY.

His Excellency the Baronde Nagell,
&e.  &e. Ke.
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No. 123, b.

HisMajesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro to Viscount Castlereagh,
K. G. &c. &e., dated Rio de Janeiro, July 31, 1820.—Received October 14,

My Lorp,

SINCE we had the honour of addressing your Lordship, on the 7th
March, we have sworn in the Interpreter appointed by His Most Faith-
ful Majesty; and the regulations for the guidance of the Mixed Com-
mission having been translated, we submitted them to the consideration of.
thePortuguese Commissioners for adoption, and though they are still under
discussion, we have great reason to believe, my Lord, that they will be
adopted with very few exceptions. 7 TS

e are not yet, my Lord, furnished with a house, but His Majesty’s
Minister has at length succeeded in obtaining a promise that we shall have
any house that we may fix on, that may be considered appropriate and within
bounds. We have made such slow progress, my Lord, in consequence of
not having had a place to assemble in, except when the Chamber of Com-
merce was unoccupied.

: _ Wehave the honour, &c.
(Signed) HENRYHAYNE.

; . ALEX. CUNNINGHAM,
Fiscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. &e. &.

 

- No. 124, b.

HisExcellencythe Earlof Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &c,
dated Brussels, October 13, 1820.—Received October 16.

| My Lorp,

ALTHOUGH your Lordship’s dispatch of the 22d ultimo,relative ‘to
the issue of a declaration, explanatory of the fifth Article of theTreaty
with this Government of the 4th of May 1818, was received by me here
on the Ist instant: and although I was thereby directed to lose no time in
executing the instruction therein contained, yet on account of the absence of
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, I was necessarily obliged to wait for his
arrival at Brussels,

. M. le Buron de Nagell reached this residence only the evening before the
Jast, and I had yesterday morning the honour of a conference with him upon
this subject, wherein 1 acquainted him with the fact stated in yourLordship's
dispatch, urging the pressing necessity of issuing an explanatory Declaration, -and the issue of instructions thereon, in order that the letter might not here-after be set up in direct opposition to the spirit of the Treaty, in its most‘essential stipulation, and a door thus opened to the perpetration of a gross
fraud, by which, in nine cases out of ten, the Treaty would be d
absolutelyabortive. ? ty renaere
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M. le Baron de Nagell expressed himself as being fully impressed with the
necessity ofadopting some immediate measure; either by declaration or other-
wise, for. the urpose of counteracting the effects (in future cases) of the late‘decision,, and of supporting the real intentions of the High Contracting
Parties against a construction. which would, as he stated himself to feel, in the
great majority ofcases, nullify the main object and spirit of the Treaty. He
saidthat he would immediately lay the facts, as well as the proposal, before the
King, his Master, who, he had little doubt, would see the thing in the same .
light that he did. .

‘I have this morning had another interview with M. dé Nagell, at which
he acquainted ime, that he had transmitted the communication madetohim
by me yesterday, and also the substance of our conversation to His Majesty.
Your Lordship may be well assured that I shall not sleep over this, or any

other matternecessary for carrying into complete effect, thefamane and bene-
ficent views, of His Majesty upon this important subject.

J have the honour to be, &e.

eng (Signed) CLANCARTY.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 125, b.

dis Exegllency the Karlof Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&c. &c., dated Brussels, October 20,.1820.~Received October 23.

My Lorp,

I HAVE had several conferences lately with the Ministers of this Court,
and latterly (this morning) with the Minister for the Colonies, om the subject
ofyour Lordship's dispatch of the 29th ultimo, relating to the conduct ofM.
Van Sirtema, and on all other points connected with the due execution of the
Slave Trade Treaty with this country. oo
Upon the particular subject of M. Van Sirtema, I am authorized to assure

your. Lordship: that his conduct has been felt here as strongly as it has been
by His Majesty’s Government. It appears that M. Van Sirtema has left his
station at Sierra Leone. .
M. de Faleq has stated to me, that in selecting a person to supply the place

of M. Van Sirtema, however difficult he may find it to discover one properly
qualified for the situation, and willing to undertake it, f may rest satisfe
that no effort of his will be wanting to fulfil the wishes, not less of our’s than
of his own Government.

Upon the other points of our conference he has acquainted me that I shalt
very shortly be supplied with an official answer from M. le Baron de Nagel,
and which he has little doubt will prove satisfactory.

Ihave the honour to be, &e..

(Signed) CLANCARTY,
¥scount Castlereagh, K. G. Se

&e &e. Ka
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No. 126, .b.

‘HL T. Kilbee, Esq. to William Hamilton, Esq., dated Havannah, August 31,
a 1820.—Received November 6. ,

Extract.

NO vessel detained in virtue ofour Slave Trade Treaty with Spain has yet
reached this port for adjudication.

I stated, upon a former occasion, that many of the Slave Ships that arrive
here obtain their cargoes on the coast of Africa north of the Line.- For some
time after this Mixed Commission was declared to be opened, these vessels
were in the habit oflanding their Negroes at Batabano, or some other of the
smaller ports in the Island, fearing that if they came direct to the Havannah, _
“where one of the British Commissioners was resident, their papers could be
examined, and that they would be liable to the penalties stipulated by‘Treaty,

. Finding, however, that such as did reach this port were not subjected to any
special examination in consequence of the Treaty, either on the part of the
Mixed Commission, or on that of the authorities of His Catholic Majesty,
they have latterly come direct to the Havannah, and make no mystery of
having proceeded from the coast of Africa north of the Line. Conversing
upon this subject lately with the Intendant, who is the Spanish Commissary
-Judge, I stated to him, that if this infraction of the Treaty continued to be
committed in such an open manner, I should consider it to be my duty to
mention the matter confidentially to the Captain-General, in ‘order that the

" penalties denounced in His Catholic Majesty’s decree of November 1817
should be inflicted upon the persons guilty of such infraction. | added, that
after the expiration of the five months allowed by Treaty for the completion
of the voyages of such vessels as should. have sailed previously to the 30th
May 1820, I should feel myself bound to make a representation to the Cap-
tain-General, in the event of any vessel, foreign or Spanish, reaching any of
the ports of this Island with a cargo ofNegroes from any part whateverof the
coast of Africa. The Intendant replied, that.he had not been aware that the
tratfic to the north of the Line was carried.on to theextent I stated :—that,
with respect to the other point, namely, the arrival of Slave ships subsequently
to the 30th October next, he had received a dispatch from his Governmert,
dated in May last, informing him thata fresh representation had been made
to the British Government, for the purpose of inducingthe latter to consent
to the extension of the term of five months allowed by Treaty for the. com-
pletion of voyages ; that ten months from the 30th May was the term now
proposed, and little doubt was entertained of obtaining the consent of Great
Britain; that the authorities of His Catholic Majesty were, for the present,
bound to consider that as the term allowed, and therefore, that no vessel
arriving previous to the 30th March 1821. could be condemned hy a Spanish
tribunal, unless proved to have proceeded from the north oftheLine.

T informed the Intendant ofthe view of this subject, and the determination
upon it, taken by His Majesty’s Government, as communicated to me in
Lord Clanwilliam’s letter of the 17th April last; and I observed how unlikely
it was that, that determination should be altered by any fresh representation on
the part of the Spanish Government. I likewise said, that in the event of
any Spanish Slave ship being carried into the port for adjudication, by a Bri-

" tish cruizer, I hoped he would consider himself to be bound to act up to the:
letter of the Treaty. He answered, that he could not, either in his character
ef Intendant, or in that of Commissary Judge of this Mixed Commission,



147

ive his voice for the condemnation of any Spanish Slave ship, except for
traffickingto the north ofthe Line, previous to the expiration of the term of
tenmonths from the 30th May last, unless he ‘should receive fresh instruc-
tions from his Government. He added, that he had no doubt, from the na-
ture ofthe application made to the British Government, that I should receive
shortly similar instructions to those under which he acted.

(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

 

No. 197, b.

' ..T. Kilbee, Esq. to the Earl of Clanwilliam, &e.&., dated Hlavan-
nah, August 31, 1820.—Received November 6. -.

My Lorp,

‘| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 25th instant,
of your Lordship’s private letter of the 17th April: and I am most
happy to find that in the discussions between the Intendant and myself
respecting the first Article of the Slave Trade Abolition Treaty, I have
acted in strict conformity with Lord Castlereagh’s view of the subjeet.

I have the honour to be, &e. ~
Ear! of Clanwilliam, (Signed)  H. THEO. KILBEE.

&c. &e. &e. ; So

No. 128, b.

Earl of Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &c., aated Brussets,
November 10, 1820.—Receiued November 13.

My Lorp,

IN my dispatch of the 26th July last, and in that of the 10th of October
following, I had the honoar of transmitting to your Lordship the copies of
two notes addressed by me to M. le Baron de Nagell on the 22d of July and
gth of October, strongly representing against the continuance of the Slave
Trade in the colony of Surinam. |
To these notes I take the liberty of referring your Lordship.|
Late yesterday evening an answer to them reached me from His Excellency,

acopy of which I have the honour herewith to transmit, for the information.
of His Majesty’s Government. .
Your Lordship’s very serious attention will no doubt be attached to this

aper.
P herein this Government asserts, as quite of course, the right to carry on
the trade in Slaves, by their introduction into Surinam from foreign colonies,
provided such Slaves had already been recognized as such in any European
possession in the West Indies, as for example, at Cayenne, Martinique, &c.
And this is said not to be contrary to the dispositions of the Treaty ; it being
alleged that the Govern:neat of the Netherlands has always been of opinion.
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448:

that the object of the Convention with England was merely to prevent theaubjecta ofthe two countrivs frovg treding in mea upon the Coast ofAfriea
and that it is to this traffic to which principally, not to say solely, the first
Article of the Treaty is applicable. | -
This jaterpretation is no dogbt given ta the Treaty ef 1818, inconsequenceof its first Article refegring to the eighth Article of the Convention of 18)4,"which possibly may be taken to refer principally, if not solely, to the tradeupon the Coast of Africa, though even here the'engagement is “ 4 defendre 4tous ses sujets, de la maniére la plus eflicace, et par les loix les plus for.melles de prendre auewne part queleonque 2 ce traffic inhumain :” white,

according to the subsequent part of the note itself, this could scarcely be done
with any prospect of probable success, in opposition to the efforts of fraud
by simulated papers, and other obvious means, as long as any traffic should’be allowed in Slaves with foreign colonies.
The vast importance of coming, at the earliest moment, to a proper under-

standing upon the construction of the first Article of the Treaty, appears to
me so much to supersede ever question of detail, that I shall not atpresenttrouble your Lordship uponthe further parts of this note.

As early this morning as it was proper I waited upon M. de Nagell, to re-presenttohim my.impression ofthe mistaken view in which the subject had,in its principal point, ‘been regarded by his Government ; and, as the sub-ject appears to belong more particularly to the department of the colonies, Ipropose waiting upon M:Falcq to-morrow, to communicate to him my opi-
nions; namely, that under the first Article of the Convention of 1818, all
the subjects of both of the Ebgh Contracting Parties, are absolutely and ~
entirely tobe prevented from taking any part whatever in the trade in Slaves ;
and conséquentlyare equally to be restrained froin trading therein with otherforeign colonies,as directly with the coast of Africa. .

I have the honour to be, &e.

Fiscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) =CLANCARTY.,Be. §e. &e.
 

(Inclosure in No. 128, 6.)

Bruxelles, le 9 Novembre 1820.

LESréclamations-aussi, pressantes que réitérées du GouvernementAnglais,
contre l'introduction. illicite des Esclaves 4 Surinam, ont provoqué un exa-
mean approfondi de cet objet, qui. interesse l'observation du Traité, par lequel
Phumanité de Sa Majesté le Roi des Pays-Bas sest empressée de seconder les
vies bienfaisantes de Sa Majesté Britannique.—C’est a cela que doit étre at-tribué le délai dela. réponse aux notes que Son Excellence Lord Clancarty,
io, afait Phonneur d’adresser au. Soussigné. le-22 Juillet et le 9 Octobre

ernier... ;
Crest4 régret. que le Gouvernement des Pays-Bas a ed lieu de reconnaitre

que le fait méme ne saurait étre entigrement contredit. Mais Péquité oblige
€gajement de prevenir qu’aucun soupcon défavorable ne pése sur le Gouver-

. neur de Surinam.—C'est lui qui le premier, dés le printems passé, a dénoncé
Yarrivée suspecte des Esclaves danslacolonie qu'il administre.—Ses rapports
fournissent les preuves du soin avec lequel il s'est attaché & examiner les pa-piers des navires4borddesquels on. les transportait ; gardant: méme copie-de



" déja été réconnus pour tels dans-unedespossessions Européenes des:Oecidentales, par exemple 4 la Cayenne, la,Martinique,StBeatac ce ;
' Thomas, &c.  — e en

, aest principalement, pour nepas dire uniquement, applicable I’Article 1
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ees documens, du moins des plus essenticla, ct ne tolérant l'introduction, gu’-

gutant qu'il apparaissait par. ces papiers, queles, Esclaves: introduits pvaient

Cette tolérance ne peut fournir & son-egard aucun’ sujet. de réproche.
n'est ‘pas contraire aux dispositious duTraité, ni aux vlcmenstle Herréeé deRoi du 17 Septembre 1818, ni & Ja loi pénale du 90 Octobre. Le Gouverne-
ment des Pays-Bas a toujours été d'opinion, que lebat de la Conventionavec I'Angleterre; se bornait & interdire aux. sujets des deuxParties Con-
tractantes, le tratic dhommes sur la Céte d'Afrique; et que cest a cetrafic

le cette Convention, cité dans les notes deLord Clancarty.
- D’autre part, la loyauté du Gouvernement des Pays-Bas ne lui permet pas
de nier, que le but salutaire du Traité-s’éluderait,i tous les Négres qui au-
raient une fois mis le pied sur le ‘sol. des Inidles‘Occidentales, pouvaient, dece
fait seul, etre librement importés a Surinam.—Alors ‘les Colonies Francaises
et Portugaises, ob jusqu’ici laTraite.des Négresest .permise, deviendraicnt ua
entrepot, ol se pourvoiraient les. colonies, et.:il en résulterait que les plan-
teurs, et les Négocians qui les habitent, sans exercer directement un Trafic
défendu, le provoqueraient,et Fexciteraientd'une maniére indirecte. .L'in-

fention de V’Article 5 de la loi et de ‘T'arrét précités, en désignant Jes
Esclaves ui sc trouveraient en ee moment dans les Colonies,estévidemmenit

de prévenif' tin pareil abus. Le GouvernementdesPays-Bas régardedés lors

comme ausii obligatoire qu'expédient, de surveiller sévérement Faceompliste-
ment de cette condition, eons -d’aprés les informations transinises par le

Gouverneur de Surinam, il ne soit pas possible de se faire illusion surles in-
nombrables difficultés quien sont inséparables, °

Si les institutiors coloniales da Gouvernement. des Pays-Basétaient: cén-
formes 2 celles du Gouvernement Anglais, I'étonnement de.ce dernier cesse-

rait par rapport au refus.des Officiers de leMarine Royale de rétenir et de
yisiter sur la Riviére de Surinam,et par conséquent dans la Colonie mame, les

navires ayant des Esclaves } bord, - Les Cummandans Anglais paraissent. in-

yestis de cette facultg. Un pareil conflit depouvoirs ne saurait avoir liew
dang les Colonies des Pays-Bas.—Dumoment,que les yaisseaux de guerre du

Roi y abordent, ils passent sous la direction, ¢t la jurisdiction du Gouverne-.

ment local; ce dernicr est seul responsable de la mise&exécution des erdres

de Sa Majesté, Lord Clancarty ‘propose d’altérer cet arrangement,. et.

d'’étendre les attributions des commandans maritimes, aussi loin qu'il parait

que cela a lieu en Angleterre, a

_ Mais aprés avoir pesé lepour .ét. le contre, trop d’obstacles et @inéonvée
niens ne permettent d'y accéder pour. le moment; cependant il n’en résultéra

aucune conséquence désavaatageuse pour |’accomplissemert ponctuel, non pas
simplement de la lettre, mais eS Yesprit de la Convention invoquée..

Le Roi s'est assuré.que.les jntentions.du Gouvernement Anglais, qui ne

sont pas moins les siennes, pourroient étre suffjsament, remplies par les ordres
queSa Majesté.a résold de rénouveler au Gouverneur. de Surinam (la seule

de nos Colonies qui puisse venir jci en considération) ; il va lui étre enjoint, qu’ a-
chaque introduction de Négres par quelque navire,.le Gouverneur sera teny.
de s’assurer par une enquéte formelle, non sculement si_ ces Négres ont sé-

journé, ou sont originaires de quelque autre possession Américaine, mais spe~

“cialement s’ils ont été Esclaves, et. sils ont été présents dans cette posses-

sion dés le.mois de Septembre 1818, avec injonction de n’admettre, sous

aucune prétexte quelconque, que les Négres par rapport auxquels onjustifiers,
d'une manitre satisfaisante, l'une et l'autre de ces deux conditions.”

Par Yobservation de ccs ordres, le Gouvernement des Pays-Basauradéféré
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a ce qu'il y a de fondé dans les plaintes du Gouvernement Anglais, sans avoir
eu oesoin de récourir 4 une mesure aussi delicate que Ie serait celle de chan.
ger la Convention et la loi existante, ou d’étendre la compétence des officiers
de haut bord quant 4 [arrestation et a la visite des navires, au déla de ce qui
est en usage, ou enfin d'investir la Cour Mixte d’unejurisdiction.ou d'une sur.
veillance sur les Administrations de la Colonie ot la cour si¢ge, dont l’exer.
cice multiplierait infailliblemcnt des collissions ou des inconvéniens deplus
@un genre.

Lc Soussigné a honneur, &c.

‘Le €omte de Clancarty, (Signé) A. W. C, DE NAGELL.
&e. &e. &e.

{Translation ofInclosure in No. 128, 6.)

Brussels; November 9, 1820,

THE pressing and reiterated remonstrances of the British Government
against the illicit introduction of Slaves at Surinam, have given rise toa
thotough inquiry into this subject, affectingas it does the observance of the
Treaty, by which the King of the Netherlands has humanely shewn his
anxiety to:promotethebeneficent views of His Britannic Majesty.
Ttig to this inquiry that the delay is to be attributed which hastaken

‘plate in replying to the several notes which His Excellency Lord Clancarty;
&c.did the Undersignedthehonour to address to him on the 22d of July
and on the9th of October last.

_ ‘Ht is with regret that the Government of the Netherlands finds reason to
acknowledge ‘that: the’ fact itself cannot be entirely contradicted :—but it is
equally in justice called upon to declare that no unfavourable suspicion at-
taches to'the Governor of Surinam. It is he who first, as long ago as last
Spring, reported upon tlie suspiciousarrival of Slaves in the colony over which
he presides. His reports prove the attention with which he applied himself
to’ the examination of thepapersof the vessels on board of which Slaveswere
shipped ;—even keeping copies of these documents, at least of the most im-
portant ofthem, and ‘permitting the introduction of the Slaves only when it
appeared from these ‘papers that they hadbeen already acknowledged as such
in. some ofie of the Faropéan possessions in the West Indies, viz. at Cay-
enhe, Martinique, St. Eustatia, St. Thomas, &e.
As far as concerns the Governor, the permission 80 granted cannot furnish

any cause for blanie. It is contraryneither to the stipulations of the Treaty
nor to the reguldtions of the'King’s Decree of the 17th of September 1818,
nor to the penal law of the 20th of October. The Government of the Ne-
thérlands ha$ ever ddngidered the object of theConvention with Englandto
be confined to prohibitidg the subjects of the two Contracting Parties from
trading in ‘Slaves on the Coast of Africa ; and that itistothis traffic princi-
pally, if nof solely, that the first article ofthat Convention, referred to in
the notes ofLord'Clancarty, ‘is applicable. .

- On the’other hand the upright reeling of the Netherland Government will
not‘allow them to ‘deny that. the salutary objects of this Treaty might be
evaded, if ‘all these“ Negroes who had once set foot ashore in the West
Indies, might on that ground alone be freely imported into Surinam, In
that: case the French and ° Portuguese colonies, where ‘the Slave Trade
a3 still permitted, would become .adepdt to furnish the .colonies ‘of Hol-



Jand, and the result would be, that the planters. and merchants resid-
ing there, without, directly carrying on an illicit traffic, would promote and

_ ‘encourage it in an indirect manter. The ‘intention of the fifth article of the
Law and of theDecree before mentioned, in specifying those Slaves who are
at thismoment in thecolonies, is evidently to-put.down such an abuse.
FheGoverament of the ‘Netherlaiids has considered it thenceforth in-
pinbent upon them,and expedient, rigidly to enforce the execution of this

dondition, although from the ‘information received from’ the Governor of
Surinam, they have felt it impossible to conceal the innumerable difficulties
which are inseparable from it.
“Jf the colonial institutions of the Netherland Government were similar,to
thoseof the British. Government, the surprise of the lacter would cease in
respect to the refusal of officers of the royal mavy to detain arid visit-onthe
Surinam river,and consequently in the colony itself, ships having Slaves on
board... The British Commanders appear to be furnished with.this authority,
but suchconfticting owers could notbe exercised inthe colonies.of the Ne-

therlands.’. From the thoment the King’s ships of war anchor there, they:
ass under theorders and jurisdietion of the local Government, which alone

is responsible for the execution of the King’s orders. Lord Clanicarty pro-
‘poses that this arrangement should be altered, and that the powers of the
batch nayal Commanders shouldbe increased to the same extent as those of
the British navy. But, after having well weighed both sidesofthis question,
it appears thatthere are toomany obstacles and inconveniences attending it,

allow of such an arrangement, being acceded fo at present. Neverthe-
Igss,, no disadvantageousconsequences arelikely thence to result to the punc-
tial fulfilment, notonly of the letter, buteven ofthe spirit; of thé Conven-

tion inquestioss | oo
The ‘King. is..persuadedthat the intentions of the British Government,

‘which are. notless his own, would be sufficivatly carried,into-efléct by the.
orders which: His Majesty has detersiined tu renew to the Governor of Suri-
nam, the.only one of ourcolonies which can‘come under consideration in this
place.. Instructionsare about to be issued;td.hit, that, upon évery impor-
tation.of Negroes. by any vessel, the. Governor shall be bound to satisfy
himself by a formal inquiry, not only_whether these Negroes have-resided in,
ofarenatives of,any.otherAmerican poseession, but. particularly, whether
they-have beenSlaves,. and. whether they have beenresiding isi such pokses-
sion since the month of September 1818; and prohibit: the admission,
under any. pretext whatever,ofauy Negroes, but such with respect to whom
pe these conditions shall be proved). in a satisfactory manner, to have been

lftlled. | mo, ,
By the observance of these orders the Netherland Government will ‘have:

conceded to such of the complaints of the British Government as are well
founded, without being under the necessity of having recourse to so delicate
a measure as that of altering the Convention and the existing law, or of ex-

tending the powers of their navat officerswith regardtothe detention aiid Visit
of veasels beyond what is now customary; or lastly, of giving the Mixed Court

‘a jurisdiction or a control over the adritinistrations of the Colony where it is
established, the exercise of which would inevitably multiply disagreements
and inconveniences’ of every kind. |

The undersigned has the honour, &e. -

The Earlof Clancarty, (Signed) A. W.-C. DE NAGELL.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 129, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency. the Earl ofClancarty, K. B.,.&e,

MyLorp, ForeignOffice,November 16, 1820,

YOUR Excellency’s dispatch of the 3d of November 1820 on the
subject of the Dutch Commissioners at: Sicrra Leone, has been received
and Jaid before The King. co
You will have the goodness to express to the Government of theNe,

therlands, the sense which His Majesty’s Government entertainofthe
readiness which has been shewn by M. de Nagell and theNetherland
Ministers, to pay attention to the representations which, in the fullspirit
of confidence and union between the two Courts, you were instructed to
make to them upon theconduct of M. Van Sirtema, so opposite to the
feeling in which the engagements on the Slave Trade were entered into
between Great Britain and the Netherlands.

I have to request, that you will at the same time point out to the Ne.
therlands Government, the..very serious inconvenience which may result,
from M. Bonouvrie’s being authorized, as: he now: appears to be; to act
both as Commissary Judge and as Commissioner of Arbitration. It is
merely necessary for this purpose, that I should call your attention, and
that of the Netherland Government, to the possibility of his having to act
in the same cause, first as a Judge and then.as an Arbitrator, to decide.
between. his own judgment and that of the British Commissary Judge.
The arbitration insuch case, without impeaching M. Bonouvrié’s inte.

grity, for he is bound both to judge and to arbitrate according to the best -
ofhisjudgment, must of necessity be concurrentwith his previous decision,
His Majesty’s Government feel confident that this circumstance alone,
when brought to the attention of the Netherland Government, will induce
them to take the earliest measures in their power to relieve their Commis-
sioner from such an anomalous situation, -

If it should become necessary, your Excellency may fairly state, that
should conceive the same person could not, without an entire breach of
the Treaty, exercise the double authority,

‘Tam,&.° - .
Signed) CASTLEREAGH,

His Excellency the Earl,of Clancarty, K. B.

—. &e. .&e -&e ,

 

No. 130, b.

His Exceilency the Earl of Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
Sc. §e., dated Brussels, November 24, 1820. Received November 27.

_ My,Lorp,

YOUR Lordship’s dispatch* of the 16thinstant reached me on Monday
last, and { lost no time in communicating to M. le Baron de Nagell, together

* This dispatch forms No, 4°, Class A, of this correspondence,
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with the note of evhich the accompanying paper is a copy, the papers relative
to the several Treatieswith Foreign Powers for preventing the illegal Traffic
in Slaves, which I was instructed to present to.this Government. |
The inclosed copy of His Excellency’s answer will show your Lordship

that these papers have been duly received by him. ,
I remain,&c.,

(Signed) CLANCARTY..
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&é. &e. . &e.

 

_(Inclosure 1 in No. 130, 6.)

Brussels, November 20, 1820. -

THE Undersigned,&e. has received the commands of The- King: his-

Master, to .convey to HisExcellency M. le Baron de Nagell, forthe infor-
mation of his Government, the inclosed copy of a communication, dated the
1ith: October last, from.the British Admiralty, containinga list of such of
fis: Britannic Majesty’s ships as are now cruizing, supplied with the.
Instructions referred to in the several Treaties with Foreign Powers, for pre-:
venting the illegal Traffic in Slaves, and specifying theseveral stations to which
they severally belong. Of this list the undersigned has also the honour
herewith to inclose a copy fo: the information of this Government. ”

(Signed) | CLANCARTFY.
Baron de Nagell,
&e.. &e. Se.

 

(Inelosure 2 in No, 130, b.)

Baron de Nagel to the Earl of Clancarty, &c. &c., dated Brussels, No-
vember 21, 1820. ,

- LE Soussigné 3 Thonneur d’aceuser.& Son Excellence Lord Clencarty, la
récéption de sa note d’hier et de la liste quis’ytrouvait jointe des vaisseaux,
qui ont été pourvus par le Gouvernement Anglais des Instractions mention-
nées dans les différens Traités de laGrande Bretagne, ayant pour bit
Yabolition du cammerce en esclaves.

(Signé) A. W.C. DE NAGELL.

TT

{Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 130, &.)

THE undersigned has the honour to.acknowledge the receipt of His Excel-
fency Lord Clancarty’s note of yesterday's date, and of the list therein
inclosed of such vessels as have b
with the Instructions referred to in the several Treaties on the part of Great
Britain respecting theabolition ofthe Slave Trade.

(Signed) ‘A. W.C. DE NAGELL. |

een suppliedby the English Government,.
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No. 131, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty'sQommissioners at Rio de Janero,
Surinam, and the Havannah.

GENTLEMEN, ForeignOffice, WVovember 98, 1820,

I FURNISH you herewith with. a copy of. the Act of the 51st Geo, Tl,cap. 33. enacting “ that any British subject or person residing in a British ter.ritory, and employed on board any Slave vessel as Master or Captain, Mate,Supercargo,or Surgeon, ate guilty of felony,” “and petty officers and seamerare guilty ofmisdemeanor,”and I have to desire you will give immediate in-formation to this Office and to the Envoy at Brazil, Brussels, and Madrid, ofany cases that may occur within your knowledge in violationof the statute inquestion, im Ofder* that effectual means may’ be adopted for bringing theoffendersto justice,
ooIam, &c. .

~ (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
His Majesty's: Commissionersat Rio de Janeiro, -

Surinam and the Havunnah.

No. 132, b.
fls Majesty's Commissioners at Surinam to Viscount Castlereagh, Ka.

&c. &c., dated Surinam, August ‘14, 1820,-—Received December 8.
Extracr. "

WHEN we had before the honour of addressing yourLordship, we com-municated the circuastance oftheFrench and:Dutchflagsbeing made covers:to the importation’ of Slaves intg this colony,, evidently new-comers fromAfrica, though perhaps alledged to have been procured immediately fromneighbouring ¢elonies;.. since-thes. we-have séen. the Portugueze solours alsoemployedin’.a -similar- service;and in the course of the lastweek three:vessels under. the flag of Franeg, ~apparently direct from the African const;.have discharged their cargoes of Slaves. in thisport. .
(Signed} CHR. -E. LEFROY: .

T. S. WALE.

No. 133, b.

Hi. T. Kilbee, Esq. to William Hamilton,Esq. &e., dated Havannah, Sep-
_ tember'25; -1820.~-Received December 12.

Dear Srr,.

A FEW days ago, the Swedish schooner, Maria, Benoat, Master,arrivedatthis port, from the coast of Africa, with acargo of one hundredand sixty.Negroes, = /
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With reference to my letter to you of the 8 ‘
the honour to inclose a list of the Spanish Slave chipswhick hare ened
out from the Havannah, from theIst of January 1819 to the. 30th of
May 1820, and which have not yet returned. The number of vesselsaccording to this list,amounts to, thirty-one.. I shall endeavour to ob-
tain, likewise, a list of such vessels as have sai f
tai ikem ‘cr thepurposes of the fog sailed from the other ports of

No vessel has yet reached this port for adjudication.
I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
William Hamilton, Esq.

&e. &e. &e.
‘ 2 vs a oa

(inclosure in No. 133.)

Listof SpanishVessels which have cleared out for the Coast of Africa,
_ from the Port of the Havannah, between the Ist of - January 1819, and

the 30th of May 1820, inclusive, and which have not yet returned :-

Schooner .....e..s- Necesidad. |
te. £4.25. Nuestra Senora de Reégla.

: “ sveece Fabisina,,
—— ....,.. Santa Rosa ala Tonina.

| Brige wc. cs eeeee :».. Presidente.
Schooner .......... Juanita, alias la Feliz.
——e eccvedéeees HOSalia..

   

nines eeeeeeee Industria, alias-la Voladora.
Ship .... ......-.-Atalanta. ,
Schooner .......... Perla.
me eee ... Equivalente, alias Clareta.
me ceeeee ys Montserrate.
Schooner Brig ....... Vengador.
Schooner ........... Vegua..
Schooner Brig ....... Santa. Rita, alias Materoniea,.
Schooner .......... Mosca Africana.
Ship eecoe aeee é ead Prudencia de.Cadiz.

Schooner ....,......;Buena Esperanza.
Ship ...........--. duno.
Schooner .......... Rosa.’
Ship .......eeeeee . Hermosa Paulita.

 

sn eeeeee seeee . Atalanta (2).
eee Atreirda.

Schooner Brig ...... Antonia, alias La-Africana.
Schooner .......4.. Dos Hermanas.
—_ —-'sseeieeees Bella Dolores.
Brig .......-eeoee,- Recuperador, aliasLe Reserva.
Schooner ......++- - Isabel.

se swneee-», Catalina.

—————_ .......... Catalina (2).
Brig ......++..+.+- San José, alias El Aguila.

September24 91820..
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No. 134, ‘b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His.Excellency the Earlof Clanearty, K. B., &

My Lorp, Foreign Office, December 18, 1890,

YOUR :Lordship’s dispatchrespecting the construction to be put uponthe first Article of the Treaty ofMay 1818, has been received and laid beforeThe King. .
Theview which your Lordship has taken of this Article is felt by this Go-

vernment to be perfectly correct, and is, as you well know, consonant to the
spirit under which the Negotiation was entered into, and the Treaty con-
cluded, for putting an end to the Trade in Slayes.
The words of the Treaty: appear to His Majesty’s Government so simple

and so clear, as to be scarcely capable ofany misunderstanding, expressly pro-
hibiting. as they do the subjects of the two countries from . taking any
part whateverin this traffic; and I will not conceal from your Excellency
the surprise, with which the King’s Government, from the Baron deNagelt’s
note to.you. of the 9th of November last, have learnt the very narrow con-
struction to which the Government of the Netherlands seem desirous of con-
fining the broad and unqualified stipulations contained in the first Article of
that ty.

Your Excellency will observe that the Baron de Nagell’s note, inlimiting
the claim of introduction to the Slaves settled in theforeign colony previousto September 1818, affords a-decisive argument against the construction he
contends for, “that the Treaty was intended to restrain only the Traffic in
Slaves of subjects of ‘the King of the Netherlands on the coast of| Africa.”

I therefore mustbeg. your Excellency instantly to make to the -Baron deNagell gn earnest appeal upon ‘this subject, urging the issueof Instructions to
theNetherland Colonies in the West Indiesand sewhere, in conformity with
the letter and spirit of the Treaty; and I persuade myself that he will, with
that frankness and truth whiehbelongto his character perceive, that, in the
construction hecontends for, he has takena hasty view of the subject, and that
he will agree with your Excellency, thatthe prevention of the tradein one

place, with the permission of it bya circuitous process in-another, cannot be a
fulfilment of the stipulations for a'general prohibition entered into by the
two Sovereigns.

Ihave the honour to be, &e. |
(Signed) © CASTLEREAGH.

His Excelleney the Earlof Clancarty, K. B.
&e Be. Se.

 

‘No. 135, b.
Viscount Castlereagh to HisMajesty's Ambassadors: at Brussels and Madrid,

‘and His Majesty’s Envoy at Rio de Janeiro... .

MrLozp, . Foreign Ofiee,December 18, 1820.
IR,

J'HAVE the honour, to furnish you with a copy of the Actof the 31.George III. cap. 23, “ enacting that any British subject or person residing in
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a, British territory and émployed.on board aay Slave vessel,asMaster or
Captain, Mate, Supercargo or Surgeon, are guilty of tclony, and-petty officers
and seamen are guilty of a misdemeanor.”
‘It is sincerely to be hoped :that. cases will not occur 4n:violation of this

statute, but as it will be a matter of serious importance to ensure that if the
cases should occur the persons concerned may be brought to trial; I have to
desire that you will make a représentation*upon thé subject tothe Netherland
Spanish) (Portuguese) Government expressing the King’s confidence that
His “Netherland ‘ (Catholic) {Most’Faithful) ajesty will ehuseorders to be

issued to the Authorities at Surinam (Havannah) (Rio Janeiro,) that Birtish
subjects (if such should" be’ found) ‘employed in the Slave Trade, ia’ vessels
brought before’the Comitissioners:at those 'plaeds;-tnayy be givenup upon
application being made to them to that effect. .

Thave, &¢., |

_ Signed)’ = CASTLEREAGH.
His Majesty's Ambassadors atBrussels, and at Matrid,

and His Majesty's Envoyat Rio deJaneiro:

‘No. 136, b.'.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Majesty's Coinmisetoners at Surinam.

(GENTLEMEN, ForeignOffice, December37, 1820.

1 HAVE received’ your ‘several’ dispatches mentioning thatthé Dutch;
the French, and thePortugueza flags are raade dovers to theimportation’ of
Slavés (new-comers), from Africa inté thecolony ofSurinam ; and J have to
desire that in all such cases’ which maycome.under your observation orknow-.
ledge, you will furnishme with the names.of the vessels ‘and of theit Com-
manders, the place frota wheuce they come, and where they land theirStives,
thé length of the voyage, the number of Slaves on board and the'wames of
the person they were censi TSOns
that instancewith the illegal traffic; and also-‘with any other circumstatices
at the knowledge of which you may arrive, so a8 toenable His Majesty's
“Governtkent“to ‘form's ‘judgment, and te make such representations.as
‘miay bedeemed netessary upon the subject inquestioa. -

lan, ke.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Majesty's Gommissioners at. Surinam.

 

No. 137, b

Earl of Clancarty to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G., $e..&c., dated Brussels,

December. 26,.1830-—ReceivedDecember20.

My Lorn, ;

_ YOUR Lordship’s dispatch. of. the 18th instant reached rme lon ‘the 22d
instant, , ;

. On a subject so important as the misconstruction bythis Government of

gned to, and of the other persons coanectedin—
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he principal stipulation of the Treaty, in which. is in fact involvedall that
could render it available to the object in view, I lost no time in addressing the
note of which the accompanyingPeper is a copy, to. His Excellency M. le
Baron de Nagell, which I should hope will have the effect of inducing a
change in the limitted construction given to the Treaty at this Coart, in di-
rect opposition to the. clear and explicit words in which the first and second
Articles are expressed.

I shall lose no ‘occasion which may present itself to press the matter
to an early and favourable decision by this Government.

I have the honour, &c.

Frscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) CLANCARTY.

Se. &e. §e.

 

(Unclosure in No. 137, 6.)

Earl of Clancarty to Baron de Nagell, dated Brussels, December 23, 1818.

HIS Excellency M. le Baron de Nagell will have no difficulty in recollect-
ing that at the earliest possible hour after the receipt by theUndersigned of
His Excellency’s official note of the 9th November last, the Undersigned, &c.
did himself the honour of waiting upon M. le Baron de Nagell, in order to
represent to His Excellency his impression of the mistaken construction of
the true, plain, and essential meaning of the stipulations between the two
Governments, upon which the reasoning of that note appeared to be grounded,
and to express his surprise that so restricted a sense, so hostile to the enlarged

views of the Contracting Parties, to the very principle upon which the Con-
ventions ‘were founded, and to the clear expressions with which their object
was sought to be carried into execution, should have been for a moment

adopted by any of the authorities of this Government. ,
His Excellency having expressed his desire at that time that he should

confer with the Minister of the. Colonial Department of this Government, the

Undersigned immediately procceeded to the residence of that Minister, but
having been prevented from seeing His Excellency, from the circumstance of

his being then labouring under a painful indisposition, the Undersigned con-
ceived it to be his duty to transmit the document in question to his Court;

accompanied by such remarks upon what appeared to be its obvious variation

from the principles of subsisting Conventions, as seemed necessary to be

brought under the immediate and most serious consideration of his Govern-
ment.
The note of the 9th November assertsa right to carry on the trade in Slaves,

by the introduction into the colonics of the Netherlands of Slaves,

provided such Slaves had been already recognized as such in any European
possession in the West Indies, as, for example, at Cayenne, Martinique, St.

Eustatia, St. Thomas’s, &c.—nay, it absolutcly and in terns avows that the

Government of the Netherlands has always been of opinion that the object of

the Convention with England, was limitted to the interdiction of the subjects

of the two High Contracting Parties from trading in men upon the Coast of

Africa, and that it is to this traffic principally, 1f not solely, that the first

Article of the Convention of May 1818 is applicable.
Bywhat course of reasoning it is, that such an opinion has been formed by

this Government, the Undersigned confesses himscif entircly at a loss to un-

derstand. Most eertainly no such idea was entertained by the British Go-

vernment, and most confidently answering for hinself he firmly believes that:

no opinion of this nature was ever formed by the Honourable Plenipetentia-
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ries at this. Court, with whom the undersigned had the satisfactionof nego
tiating the principal Treaty. §

. Without stopping at present: further to insist upon the necessary conse-
uence of such a construetion to be that of reducing the principal stipulations
betwoen the two Courts on the subject ofthe Slave Trade, nearly to anullity;
it will be sufficient upon thispart of the subject merely to remark, that the
reasoning of the note itself, and the innumerable diffieulties which his Ex-
celleney, with his usual candour, admits to exist in the way of any adequate
securities against fraud under such a construction, appear to afford ample

und for its rejection. But to take the matter on astill higher ground, can
_ any words be stronger, more clear, or more explicit than those employed by
the Convention to exclude the possibility of the asserted construction?
His Netherland Majesty stipulates, (sec first Article of Treaty of 4th May

1818,) ‘to prohibit all his subjects in the most effectual manner, and espe-
cially by penal Laws thé most formal, to take any part whatever in the Trade
in Slaves,” and again, (same Article,) both parties solemnly contract to
« prevent all their respective subjects from taking any share whetever in this
nefarious traffic.” '

In the second Article also, the very object of the High Contracting Parties
is declared to be the entire and absolute exelusion of the possibility of such a
construction as that now advanced. .
The words are these :—*‘ For the more complete attainment of that object

(of what ubject?), of preventing atu Traffic in Slaves”—
Is it necessary to do more by way of observation upon these words as appli-

cable to the argument, than to ask, if the colonists of the Netherlands shall
be permitted to import and purchase Slaves from foreign colonies, will they
not be permitted (instead of being prohibited), to take an effective part and
share in the Trade in Slaves ?
Would not such a permission be in direct violation of the professed, and

clearlyexpressed object of the Treaty, viz. that of preventing aut traffic in
Slaves .

But if the words of the Treaty were as doubtful as they are clear and ex-
plicit, as weak as they are in effect strong and conclusive,—still the limitted |
construction advanced by the nofe would be entirely inadmissible,—because
not only inadequate even to the confined object alleged to be in view, but at
variance with it. .
The note under consideration has fully admitted the innumerable difficulties ,

inseparable from an endeavour to execute the Treaty under such a construc-
tion: indeed, who is there at all acquainted with the modern practice of
commerce, who can shut his eyes to the frequent recourse had to false and
simulated papers, which no doubt form one of those innumerable difficulties
alluded to in the note. .
The former of these have unfortunately in some States been too often issued

under authority, while the latter, ingeniously fabricated by the parties im-
mediately engaged, are, even with the best disposition to try their validity,
of difficult detection, and-would run little risk before investigators whose in-
terests in this respect were at variance with their duty. Thus, instead of
abolition, encouragement would be directly afforded to a circuitous Trade in
Slaves immediately with the Coast of Africa :—and in liew of the humane
object so religiously sought by both the High Contracting Parties, another.
source of demoralization and turpitude would be opened to debase their sub-
jects, and those in the employment ofone of them.

Suchwould be the inevitable effect of acting upon such a misconception of
the true intentions of the Treaty.
But to go a step further, and to put aside the question of sémulatedpapers,

what would be the obviouz result, under this view, even if the authoritics in”
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‘the foreign exporting colony acted.with’ good faith, and that in fact to.other.‘Slaves sould eetually be ent to Suriram,&c. but such as were so at a ean

cular date,-ortheir'descendants? Isitnot obviots that‘in this (the stron; st’

case which can: be pit in: favour of- the: alleged :constructiony thehedeiern, .
efféctmast be'to reduce the Treaty, for every humane:purpose, nearly, “if nop

éntirely, to-A dedd Jetter? - OT ae
"Hr ke demands at Surinam were therefore thus supplied {and s plicd thiey.
would:be) catr it-be controverted, that to the same extent thoseofthe foreigy’

exporting colony would be furnished by fresh purchases from ‘the Coastof

Afri :ica? and thus the whole object of the Treaty,even if it could be made
capable ofthe cénfined construction put upon it by the note,,would bé ren...
dered utterlynull and-abortive:

. Such construction, then, hostile to the well-known rule of argument, “xg
resmagisvaleatquam pereat,” if even a doubt could be raised in the case,
wouldbe altogether of impossible admission.. = -
“ The Undersigned cannot conceive it requisite to argue this matter further;

- confiding in the true spitit of humanity in which the Conventions were ne--
gociated and ratified—confiding fully in the good faith and honourable regard
to Treaty, which fortn so sptendid an attribute of the Netherland Govern.
ment, he cannot doubt that this point, thus seriously brought under the.con-
sideration of the King, -will be at once and finaily decided in the sense herein.
contended for, that obviously expressed in the Treaties, and which can alone
give’force and efficacy to the clearly expressed and welt-known object-of the

two High Contracting Parties. - .

- The Undersigned will not conceal from His Excellency, that his note of
the 9th October oécasioned both.surprise and regret to the British Govern-
ment. - He has in consequence: received the commands of the King, his
Master, to lose no time in laying this matter before the Netherland Govern.
ment, tosolicittheir most prompt and immediate attentionto it, and further
to urge the issué of Instructions, at the earliestperiod, to the colonies be-
donging to this Crown in the West Indies and elsewhere, in full conformity.
with the clearly expressed letter, and. in the true spirit of the principal
“Treaty.

| Perfeetlyrelying upon that frankness, truth andliberality, which belong
to the character of this Government, the Undersignedavailshimself. &e.

BarondeNagell, (Signed) CLANCARTY.

Ber Ge. Fe. SO

 

No. 138, b.

Henry Theo. ‘Kilbee, Esq. to: William Hamilton, Esq. dated Havannah,

November 8, 1820.—Received January 16, 1821...

Drag Sie,

ON the 30th ultimo the term of five months allowed by Treaty for com:
pleting the voyage of Spanish Slave ships expired ; and on the 6th instant
the brig Tellus, Don Juan Botel. Master, consigned to Messrs: Pelegrin,
Marquez and Co., entered this port with one hundred and seventy-eight Ne-
groes fromthe Coast of Africa, and was admitted, and allowed to land her
£a1 £0.
itook an early Opportunity of calling the attention of the Governor to

ahis subject, and in the course of the conversation which took place, and at.
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which the Intendant was present, 1 statedthat although.it was not any part
of my prescribed duty as. His Britannic Majesty’s Commissary Judge’to
‘interfere upon the present cocasion, yét that I conceived it was incumbent
‘pon me, under all the circumstances of ‘the case, to callHisExcellency's
attention to the arrival of the Tellus at this port, subsequent to the 30th of
October; and to remind him that there was a decree ofHis Catholic. Majesty
issued in conformity with the stipulations of the Treaty of the 23d of‘Sep-
tember 1817, between Great Britain and Spain, imposing certainpenalties
upon the proprietors and commanders of Spanish Slave ships sailing for the
Coast of Africa after the 30th of May last, five months being allowed for
completing the voyage of such ships as sailed previous to that date, which
term expired on the Soth ultimo. I distinctly stated that I made. this
communication, in order’ that I might be free, from the. imputation
of tacitly conniving at this and similar transactions, passing before
my eyes; and I added, that if there was difficulty in affording me an
explanation 1- begged it might be refused me, as I had no authority to
demand it, and I conceived that I completely fulfilled my duty by mention-
ing the subject.
,!be Governor and the Intendant willingly entered into a very full and
friendly discussion as to the merits-of the case. They alleged the shortness
of the period of five months, in which it was next to impossible to complete
a voyage from hence to the Coast of Africa, south of the Line, without tak-
ing into consideration the time necessary for obtaining a cargo: and suid,
that as the Government had allowed vessels to sail up to the 30th of May, it
wasexpected, in good faith, that if they shewed that no unnecessary delay.
had taken place, they would be admitted after the expiration of the five
months, They mentioned the great amount of property embarked under
this impression, nearly thirty vessels being -sent out from this port alone:
they quoted the words of the Article (the third) of the King’s Royal Cedula
applicable to this case, and which are as follows: “From and after the 30th
ot May 1820, I likewiseprohibit all my subjects from going to purchase
Negroes on the Coast of Africa south of the Equator, under the same penal-
ties imposed in the first Article ofthis Royal Cedula, granting also the term
of five months from the said date for the completion of the voyage of such
vessels as shall have cleared out previous to the said date of the 30th of May
1820, when the Traffic in Negroes is to cease throughout my dominions
both in Spain and in America.” And they stated that in their opinion, from
the construction of. this. Article, the penalties were to be inflicted only on
such as sailed after the 30th of May, but by no means on those that sailed
prior to that date, although they should not complete their voyage within the
term of five months. They concluded by saying that these considerations,
together with the dispatch dated in May fast from the Minister of State,
‘Jabat, to the Intendant, (mentioned in a former letter), stating that a fresh
application had been made to the British Government for prclonging the
term for the return of vessels, to ten months, had determined them to admit
all Slave ships which have cleared out previous to the 30th of ‘May, at Icasv-
until further orders from their Government. . .

I then stated the view of the subject taken by His Majesty’s Government,
and the little probability of their changing it ;- but I added, that it was- not
my intention to argue the matter, .butto inform myself of the determination
of HisCatholic Majesty’s Authorities upon it. I said, however, that Icould

- not avoid observing, that by their construction of the Article of: the Cedala,
. the mentionmade therein of the term of five months was perfectly. .iseless,
as,although vessels should exceed that time, they.would not be liable to any
penalties, and I asked ifthey really considered the term for the return of
vessels to be unlimited.
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The Intendant replied, that as ten months were mentioned by the Minis.
ter of State, they should consider for the present that as the term, but he
would not take upon himself to say, that even after its expiration, thepenal-
ties denounced should be inflicted upon vessels entering the port. The Go-
vernor afterwards stated, that previously to his attentive perusal of the third
Article of the Cedala, he was of opinion that it would be necessary: to require
security from. the proprietors of such vessels as should arrive after the 30th
of October for the value of the cargo, until the decision of the Government
should be known.; but that he was now fully convinced that the penalties
denounced by the Cedula included only such vessels as cleared out after the
30th of May, and that those that cleared out previous to that date were liable
to no punishment or penalty, at whatsoever period they should return,

Ihave been a good deal at a loss how to act upon this occasion, bein
apprehensive on the one hand of being considered as negli ent of whatmight.
appear to be obviously my duty, or perhaps even as conniving at this manj-
fest violation, of at least, the spirit of our Treaty; and on the other, of inter-
fering in matters which are not under my control, and of exceeding my in-
structions. I have therefore endeavoured to avoid both these difficulties, b
mentioning the subject to the Spanish Authorities, at the same time stating,
that I did so not officially, but in a confidential manner. Upon the whole
I have acted up to the best of my judgment, and I anxiously hope that my
conduct may not be disapproved.

I.shall continue to apprize you of the names of such-Slave ships as enter
this and the other ports of the island. ;
No vessel has yet arrived here for adjudication by this Mixed Commission.

I have the honour to be, &c.

William Hamilton, Esq. (Signed) HENRY THEO. KILBEE,
&e &e. &e.

 

No. 139. b.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B, &c. &c.

Sir, Foreign Office, February.16, 1821.
_ BY the accompanying copy of :a letter, dated Havannah, the 8th of No-
vember 1820, andaddressed to the Under Secretary’ of State by Mr. Kilbee,
His Majesty’» Commissary. Judge at that. place, your Excellency will per-
ceiye that the brig.Tellus, laden with Slaves trom the Coast of Africa, entered
the port of the Havannah on the 6th of November, seven daysafter the
expiration of the period allowed byTreaty for completing the voyages of
Spanish Slave ships; and that, not only was the vessel in question admitted.
and allowed to land her cargo, but that the Governor and Intendant of. the
Havannah, with whom Mr. Kilbee had confidentially conversed upon. the
subject, declared that until further orders from this Government they. bad
determined to admit all Slave ships which had cleared out previously to the
30th. ofMay, at whatever period the ships in question shouldcomplete
their voyage. The evil is thus become so great that it is necessary.I should
direct you to lose no time in seeking an interview with the Spanish Secretary
of State ; and in pressing upon him urgently the following considerations,.
you wil refer him to the Treaty with Spain of 1817, on which the relations
of the two countries with respect to the Traffic in Slavesare.founded, and
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which stipulates in positive terms “ That the Slave Trade shall be abolished
throughout the entire dominions ofSpain on the 30th of May 1 820, and that
from andafter that period it shall not be lawful for any of the subjects of the
Crown of Spain to purchase Slaves or to carry on the Slave Trade on any
part of the Coast of Africa, upon any pretext, or in any mauner whatever,
rovided however, that a term of five months from the said date of the 30th

of May 1820, shall be allowed for completing the voyages of vessels which
shall have cleared out lawfully previous to the said 30th of. May.” ss,
You will remind the SpanishMinisterthat by the Article L. of the: In-

structions to Cruizers, and the Article I. of the Regulations for the Mixed’
Commissions, to be established for the due execution of the Treaty,thesaine’
roceedings are authorized’ agairist illegal trading’in bréach of the stipulatioti’

just mentioned, as‘ against the violation of the more itnmicdiate restrictionsof
that Treaty. Youwill impress upon him ina ‘friendly manner, that His’
Majesty’s Government is warrantedto require an exact performanceof this’
stipulation ; and you will add, that His Majesty rests his full assurancd upon’
the well-known hottour of Spain, that the Government will give orders for
acting up to the Treaty contractedbetween the two'countries. Yoiil’ Excel-
lency will have perceived by my former communications to you of letters
from Mr. Kilbee,.and you will take advantage of them td’ pres’ upon thé
Spanish Minister, that there is every reason to believe that an additional and
forced trade in human beings has been founded on the prospect of its termi-
nation, both by sending more ships than could be loaded on the Coast of
Africa within the ordinary time of trade, and by multiplying ship's papers,
so asto allow of their being used at a future time. And it appears from the
instance more immediately referred to in'thé’ communication I now send to
ou, that vessels take their clearances from one settlement and make their.

importations‘into another; thus making it doubly inexpedientto’admitof’
any alteration of: the Treaty, since it would probably be impossible to esta-
blish any effectual check against. such evasions of the Treaty. You will
moreover state to the Spanish Minister the conviction entertained‘by His
Majesty’s Government, of the great inconvenience which would ensue-if
further extension should be granted, since fair grounds, have been. given for
‘apprehension that any departure from the precise stipulations‘ of the:Treaty
would lead ts further abuses, and involve this country in much uncertainty:
and difficulty with regard to the responsibility- of cruizers. In allusionto
the c mplaints ofthe Spanish trade against the short period allowed in ex-
tensionof the-30th of May 1820, for the completion of all Spanish Slave
Trade voyages, your Excellency willrepeat the statements contained in my
letter to Mr. d’Uzoz of the 11th of June last, and in the letter addressed
under my direction, by the Earl of ClanwilliamtoMr: Kilbee on the 17th of.
April last, inclosed to your Excellency in my dispatch to you under the same
date: and you-willin addition bring to the recollection of the Spanish Mi-
nister, that the notice of the termination of the trade is to be dated from the.
poblicationof the Treaty of 1817; and that merchants therefore have no
ground whatever to complain now of surprize or disappointment on account
of too-short a notice being given to them. You will therefore call upon the
Spanish Governmentonevery principle ofjustice and offairness to issue im-
mediate orders to their Authorities at the Havannah and elsewhere, and ‘to
their Commissionersatthe Havannah and at Sierra Leone,’ to act faithfully
up to the stipulations of the Treaty of May1817, in respect to the stipula-
tion whereby the 30th of October 1820 is fixcd'as the final term ‘allowed for
thé completion of the voyages ofSpanish vessels trading in Slaves. —
So . am, &c. ” . /

Six Flenry Wellesley; K: B. * (Signed) «= CASTLEREAGH.
&es* &e.- &es , _
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‘may be brought to trial under thislaw.
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No. 140. b.

The Earl ofClanwilliam to H. T. Kilbee, Esq. &e.

Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1821,
I HAVE received and laid before ViscountCastlereagh your letters of the sthof November last, respecting the arrival of the Tellus at the Havannah on the

6th of that month, sevendays subsequent to the expiration of the term al-lowed by the Treaty of 1817, for the completion of Spanish Slave Tradevoyages. I am directed by his Lordship to send to you, for your informationand guidance, and that of Mr. Jameson, the copy of a dispatch which his Lord-shiphas addressed to Sir Henry Wellesley under this day's date, upon thesubject in question. .
I am happy to add the expression of ‘Lord Castlereagh’s approbation ofyour conduct, as detailed in your ier

am, &c.
H.T. Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) CLANWILLIAM.

- &e. Ke. &e.

 

No. 141, b.

| Hs Excellency the Earl of Clancarty to ViscountCastlereagh, K. G. &c.&
_ dated Brassels, February 27, 1821.—Received March 3.

- MyLorp, .
IN obedience to the instructions conveyed in your Lordship's dispatch ofthe 18th of December last, I nave addressed a note to His Excellency M. leBaron de Nagell, a copy of which is herewith forwarded, for your Lordship'sinformation,

‘I have the honour tobe, &c. &c.
(Signed) | CLANCARTY.

 

(Iaclosure in No. 141, b.)

Brussels, February 26, 1821.

THE Undersigned, &c. has received the commands of the King his Master
4o represent to this Government, that by the Law of Great Britain, as en-
“acted in 1811, all British subjects, orpersons residing in a British territory,
and employed on board of any Slave vessclas Master or Captain, Mate, Su-
percargo, or Surgeon, are guilty of felony, and allpettyofficers and seamen
so employed are declared guilty:.of a unisdemeanor; that. though it w sin-
cerely to be hoped that cases will not arise in violation of this law, it will be
nevertheless a matter affording great satisfaction to the British Government
to be ensured, that if such should unfortunately occur, the persons concerned

‘he Undersigned has therefore been instructed by his Court to solicit the |
attention of this Government to this important part ofamost important sub-
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jects and at the same time that he has been commanded tépress the issue of
" ‘such directions from His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, to express

the confidence of HisRoyalMaster, that this,-Court will direct orders to be

jsued to the Authorities at Surinam, to cause any British subjects (if such

should be found) employed in the Slave Trade in vessels brought before the~ Corhmissioners at that place, tobe delivered up tor the purpose of standing

their trial, upon application being made to the Netherland Authorities there ta
the above effect.

the

Tht Baton de Nogell, (Signed) - CLANCARTY.
&e &é. ‘&e.

 

No, 142, b.

Viscount Castlereaghto the Right Honourable Edward Thornian, Be. Hew.

Six, Foreign Office, March 5, 1821.

AS the Count de Palimella'must have, ere this, reached'the Brazils, and
taken upori himself the direction of the important. branch of His Most
Faithful Majesty’s Administration which has been confided to him,I think
it right to lose no time in pressing upon your earnest attention, the
object which the King’s Goyernment and-the country have anxiously at heart,
to witness, by a general prohibition of the Slave Trade throughout the Por-
tuguese dominions, a prospect of a compléte abolition of that inhuman traffic.
in every part of the world, and for ever, -
The measure of a final prohibition on the part ofPortugal having been, in

the discussions at Vienna, connected by the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries with.
. revision of the Treaty of 1810, my note to the Count dé Palmella of the .

Ist of June last, and his answer of the 12th of ‘the same month,
will have put you. in possession of the direct proposition miade to that,
Minister, under the view thus takeri by his Government of the subject. Count’
Palmella not being furnished with the necessary powers, deferred entering
into a particular negociation upon this matter until his arrival in the Brazils, _
The views of this Govertiment are'so fully explained in mynote to Count

Palmella, thatI need not furnish you with more precise instructions at this
moment upon that point. His Majesty’s Government are sensible that the

- Many serious objects which, inthe present, agitated state of Portugal, must
engross the attentionof the Court of His Most Faithful Majesty, may haye
inducedthem, as yet, to wave the opening of this negociation. "

I have, however, His Majesty’s express commands to desire, that youwill
. bear in mind. that the object contemplated in this dispatch is,one.of the most
anxious solicitude’to His Majesty. You will therefore take ‘the earliest
opportunity of bringing it under the consideration of the Portuguese Govern-
inent, and: in pressing itupon.theirattention, you will remind the Portuguese
Ministers that the period at which Spain agreed finally to terminate the trade
has. now expired,.and that Portugal is the only one of the Powers whowere
assembled at Vienna, which still upholds and legalizes this inhuman traffic.

Iam,&e.
. _ (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

The Right Hon. Edward Thornton, ~~
, &e. - &o«: ee,
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No. 143,°b.

Viscount Castlereagh to the Right Honourable Edward‘Thornton, Se.

Sir, | Foreign Office, March 5, 1821,

UN your departure for the Brazils, you were furnished with copiesof all
the proceedings which. had. taken place at Vienna, Paris, London, and ‘Aix-
la-Chapele, on the subject of the Slave Trade.. These proceedings 80fully
state the engagement which the Plenipotentiaries of His Most Faithful Ma—
jesty entered into at Vienna, for the total Abolition of the Slave Trade, as
well as the relative position in which Great Britain and Portugal stand with
respect to that engagement, that they will have been the best guide for your
conduct, in any intercourse which you may have had with the Portuguese
Ministers, or with the Count dePalmella,’ since his arrival in the Brazile, on
this subject. so. a

The reference, however, which the Count de Palmella haz made in the
note which he delivered to me at the moment ofhis departure from this
country, to a supposed understanding that Great Britain was immediately to
anuul the Commercial Treaty concluded with Portugalin 1810, as ‘theprice
of her final Abolition of the Slave Trade, “induces: me to call your particular
attention tothe language which I have uniformly held, as well to Count Pal.’
inella as in.the different conferences above alluded to, on this subject.
By reference to the Protocols of Vienna, and.more particularly tomy let-'

ter of the 13th February 1815 to the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries, you will
find, that.on their. Excellencies bringing forward this proposition, and re-'
uesting an acknowledgement of it from me, I distinctly stated to them, that.

thoughmy Sovereign was not only willing, but désirous, to enter into the
negociation of a new Commercial Treaty with Portugal, yet that I“ must
preserve the course which my Court might deem it necessary to pursue, for
accelerating the Abolition of the Slave Trade, wholly unfettered by any con-
ditions ;” and in. the Protocol of the conference held at Aix-la-Chapelle, on
the 4th November 1818, when this subject was again renewed, you will find
a distinct declaration from me, that, * though the British Government re-’
newed the assurance that they were ready to accede to reasonable modifica
tions in the Treaties of Commerce with Portugal, yet that 1 could not sup-
pose that the Portuguese Ministers intended to demand, on the part of a sin-
gle Power, sacrifices which one State could not possibly expect of another,
as indispensable conditions of a general measure, having for its object the
good of humanity alone.” : ;
The modifications in our commercial relations which the British Govern-.

ment is prepared to make, for the furtherance of the measure of Abolition,
were fully detailed in the communication sent to Count Palmella previous to
his departure, and of which copies have been transmitted to you. |
The above detail of what has passed upon this subject is so explicit and

decisive,that I trust I have only to call your attention to it as above pointed
cut, in orderto furnish you with the means of proving to the Brazilian Go-
vernment, that the position taken up by the Count de Palme'la.in his last
note cannot be supported, and that the faith of Portugal stands pledged
to the Powers of Europe assembled at Vienna, for the total abolition of the
Slave Trade, agreeably to the engagement taken in 1815,—even thouch she
may not consider the modifications of the existing Commercial Treaty offered



167

to her by Great Britain as sufficiently satisfactory, which modifications how-
ever, were offered by the British Government in aspirit of si fri i
and good will, and with an earnest desire tolightenthe sacrifices whieh He
Most Faithful Majesty had agreed to make, for the complete attainment of an
obiect so interesting to the cause ofhumanity and of general civilization.

ham, &e.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
the Hight Honourable Edward Thornton,

&e. &. Ke.

 

No. 144, b.

His Majesty's -Cétohissioners at ‘the Havannah toViscount Castlereagh,

K.G.. &e. &e. dated Havannah, January 10, 1821.—Recewed March 13.

Extract.

NO Slave ship has yet arrived. here. for adjudication by this Mixed
Commission.

(Signed)  H. THEO. KILBEE:
Rh. F. JAMESON.

 

No. 145, b.

His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley toViscount Castlereagh, K.G. &e. &c.,

dated Madrid, March 7, 1821.—Received March 16.

EXtTrRact.

1 IIAVE the honour to inclose the translation ofa note which I have re-
ceived from the Foreign Department, in reply to my several notes of

last year, relative to the necessity of some ‘definitive instructions being

given to its Commissioners at Sierra Leone, and the Havannah, on

certain points, the want of which instructions had already occasioned

several disputes, and much delay. and embarrassment in the first of these

Commissions. ,

I likewise inclose the translation of a note, in reply to mine, stating

the case of the capture of a Portuguese Slave ship, made by a British

cruizer, in due form if the spirit only of the Treaty for the Abolition.

of the Slave Trade be considered, ‘but in violation of the ninth Ar-

ticle if its letter be attended to, and, on this account, declared illegal

by’ thé Commissioners at Sierra Leone. I trust that these replies will be

considered as satisfactory by His Majesty’s Government. |

(Signed) HL. WELLESLEY.
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-(Inclosure I in No. 145, 6,)

 (Translation.) -
EXTrRAct. . . Palace, February 27; 1821,

' HIS €atholic Majesty, wishing to givea full and satisfactor y reply to your
Excellency’s two notes, of the 30th.of April; and 96th of Oataber, oflist
year,. was inducedto.refer them, together with such documents as were best
calculated to threw light upon the subject, to His Council of State, in orderthat upon ‘a due consideration of the case, His Majesty might, by its advice,
be enabledto-come to a devision with respect. to the contents of thé Hotes in
uestion, | —_ .

4 These notes related tincipally to the necessity of some definitive instruc.
tions being given by the Spanish Governmentto its Commissioners at Sierra
Leone, and the Havannah, on certain points, the want of which instructions
had already occasioned. several disputes, and much delay arid etnbarrassment,
in the proceedingsofthe. first of:these Commissions. «|
The principal point respecting which Ydur Excelleney demands these ad-

_ ditional instructions, is, thejudicial forms to be observed bythe Tribunal in
. its proceedings ; and, secondly, the way in which the distributionofthe pro-
duce of the sale of the.condemned vessels and cargoes is to be. conducted;
:which vessels, according.to the regulations annexed to the Treaty, dré to be
sold for the benefit of the two Governments. —
: With respect to thejudicial terms which the British Government:has made
Choiceofforthe guidance of its Commissioners, and which Your Excellency
proposes should be adopted by the Spanish Agents likewise, His Majesty con-
sidersthem.so perfectly conformable to the spirit andletterof the regulations
drawn upfor the use of the Mixed Commission, and altogether so intimately
connected with those leading principles ofjustice adopted by all civilized Na-
tions, that He acquiesces in their being adopted forthe use of the Spanish
Commissioners, with some tew trifling changes, which are renderednecessary
by the‘Constitution of the Kingdom, ae
«_ Inadditionto this point,Your Excellency’s notes refer tosome others : Your
Excellency urges the Spatish Government to ‘adoptthe custom of allowing
the parties princi ally interested in the trial, the benefit of Advocates or
Agents. ' His-Catholie Majesty’s Government is of opinion, that this conces-
sion is already virtually included, in the acknowledged obligation of granting
to all parties the free use of whatever means they think it right to use, in order
to support their cause,whether as suitors or defendants.

(Signed) EVARISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO.

Zo the British Ambassador.

 

(Inclosure'2 in No. 145, b.)

(Translation.)

- Sir, Palace, February 27, 1821.

IN a note of the 15th of last October, Your £xceucucy states the case uf
the capture ofa Portugueze Staveship, made by a British cruizer, in due form
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if the spirit only of the Treaty for the abolition oftheSlave Trade be consi
dered, but in violation of theninth Article thereof, if its letter be attended
to; and, on this account, declared illegalby the Commissioners dt Sierra ©
Leone; and for the purpose of preventing the recurrence of such cases, in
direct opposition to the upright intentions of the High Contracting Parties,
your Excellency requests, on the part of your Court, that the Government
of His Catholic Majesty will give the necessary directions, in order to de-
feat the subterfuge which private interest may suggest for eluding those in-
tentions. —

The King,having beent purictually informed of the contents of that note;
determined, previous to taking any resolution upon the subject, to consult the
Council of State, and having heard their opinion, and being ready to concur
in those efforts which the philosophy, the desire tu advance the civilization of
the age, and the virtues of the Cabinets of Europe have miade, in order to tri-

~ umph over this most infamous of traffics, HisMajesty recognizes the expedi-
ency of acceding to the Declaration desired by the British Governnient, and
consequently the necessity of giving instructions to the Spanish cruizers and
Commissioners; to seize and pronounce legal the capture of any Slave vessel
which, by artifices such as those of the case in question, shalf in future en-
deavour to evade the punishment of theirmisconduct. ,

I have therefore the honour to state to Your Excellency, in reply to your
note, that His Catholic Majesty will be ready to issue Instructions conform-
able to the Declaration whichYour Excellency requests, as soon as the Eng-
lish Cabinet shall have given similar orders to their cruizers and Commis-
sioners; for, without a reciprocity of such Declaration, neither can the oth
Article be invalidated, nor the Tribunals appointed to decide upon the le-

gelity of the captures made, depart from the strict and natural sense of the
words in which that Article is couched. I therefore hope Your Excelleacy
will be pleased to inform me of the precise and literal terms in which your
Government may have already worded,or will word, to their Commissioners,
the new Declaration with respect to that Article, and of their consequent in-
structions, in order that theSpanish Ministry, in concurrence with that of
His Britannic Majesty, may be enabled to give to their Agents the directions
which Your Excellency solicits ; and in conclusion, I am commanded to as-
sure you, that His Catholic Majesty has no doubt that the British Govern-
ment will see with pleasure, in the readiness which His Majesty has shewnto-
accede to their proposal, a fresh proof of his upright intentions, and of his
anxious desire to draw still closer, upon every occasion, the ties which so hap-
pily bind him to His Britannic Majesty.

(Signed) EVARISTO._ PEREZ DE CASTRO.

Yo the British Ambassador,

 

No. 146, b.

Hs Majesty's Commissioners at Surinam to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
§e. &c., datéd Surinam, December 12, 1820.—RecteivedMarch 7, 1821.

My Lorp,

Wi veg leave to inforni your Lordship that thé itiportation of Slaves to
this colony, which has been the subject of our former letters to your Lord-
ship, is still continued, and that in a recent instance, a Slave vessel with her
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rgo, prize té, and brotight t6 and brought in by a South Attériean priv:teen, has been admitted by this Governtient to he inte sean Barve
, . We-have: the honour, &&.

(Signed) CHRISTOPHER E, LEFRGy.. a, THOMAS S. WALE. .Fiseount Castlereagh, K. G: .
Re: Ke. &e.:

No. 147, b.

Viscount Castlereagh to the Hart of Clancarty, KG. $e.
MyLor, . | Foreign Office, Mareh 21, 1821.

YOUR Excellency’s dispatches of the 26th December 1820, andof the:37th uli. upon the subjectof the représefitations you have made to the Ne-therlands Government, respecting the due éxécution of.the Treaty for abo.fishing the Traffic in Slaves, have been received and laid -before the King, andTam. happy to have to convey to your Excelicricy His Majesty's niostgta-.cious approbation of the zeal wirich youhave:shewn tn ‘executing the orderstransmitted to your Excellency upon thispoint,although #¢ ig anatter df sin.cere regret to His Majesty that as yet the result has not been satisfactory, . —The incloged letter, under date of the 12thof Detember last, from HigMajesty’s Conimissioners at Surinath, will shew your. Excellency, that aveg.sel loade.t with Slaves, and brought-in by-a South Ameriéan privateer to thatcolony, has actually beenpermitted by the Colonial Government todisposeOf lier cargo by sale. coThis circumstance renders it necessary for tne to ‘direst your Excellion‘again thus early to press the Governmentof the Netherlands for a satisfee-tory answer as to the due execution of the Treatyof ‘the 4th of May 1838,‘whereby the King of the Netherlands engagedto probibit:all his subjectsfrom taking any part whatever in a Commerce in Slaves.
Your Excellency will pereeive; and you will inipress upon-the attention-of‘the Netherlands Government, that the continbance:of‘this ‘hortibletrade, orits abolition within their dominicns, ‘to which His ‘Netherland ‘Majesty-4‘solemnly pledged by ‘Treaty, depends entirely ‘upon the ‘tenor of theordenwhich they may send out to their colonial ‘possessions, ,
The present system acted upon at Surinam leads manitestly to an evasion ofthe Treaty, which His Majesty feels quite confident the Netherland Govern-ment cannot, after due consideration, intend or wish to countenance,. His Majesty trusts that it will be sufficient for your Excellency to lathis st.tement before the Netherlands ‘Government, “in order to dettethem immediately io. give full effect to that stipulation of the Treatywhereby, in the event of the’ measures'already taken and to be taken bythe Contracting Parties being found ineffectual or insufficient, theymutuallyengage to adopt such further measures, whether by legal:provisionorottier-wise, as may from time to time appear to be best calculated, in the mosteffectoal manner, to prevent all their respective subjects from taking any sharewhatever in this nefarious traffic.” .

I have, &e. &e,
The Earl of Clancarty, (Signed) CASTLEREAGH,&e. ke, &e.

ee . .

Printed by R, G, Clarke, at theLondon Gazette-Office, Westminster,
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PAPERS

THE SLAVE TRADE.

 

No. I, c.

Viscount Castlereagh, to HisExcellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &¢.

Sir, ForeignOffice, January 8th, 1817.

I have the honor to enclose herewith, for your information, the copy of a
letter received from Rear Admiral Harvey, commanding at the Leeward
Islands, relative to an Illegal Traffic in Slaves carried’ on at the French
Islands on that station, by vessels under the flag of His Most Christian Majesty ;
which letter has been officially communicated to this office, by direction of the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty; and I have received the Prince
Regent’s commands to desire, that your Excellency will represent the facts
therein stated to the Duke de Richelieu, requesting at the same time, that the
necessary orders be issued,with as little delay as possible, to the Governors of
the French Colonies in the West Indies, to put an effectual stop to this
Illicit Traffic.

_ I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency SirCharlesStuart, K. B.

&c Se. S§e.
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2

(CInclosure 1 tn No. 1, ©.)

{Copy.} Admiralty Office, 4th January, 1817,

Sir,
Tam commanded bymy Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to

send you herewith, for the information of Lord Castlereagh, a copy of a
letter from Rear Admiral Harvey, commanding at the Leeward islands,
relative to some traffic in Slaves, carried on by vessels under the Frenchflag.

Iam, &c.
{Signed) JNO. BARROW.

Wiicm Hamilton, Esq.

Se. &e. Se.

 

(Inclosure 2 inNo. 1, ¢.)

** Antelope,” Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, 5th Nov. 1816.
Sir,

I beg you will be pleased to acquaint my Lords Commissioners of theAdmiralty, thatI have received intelligence of the Slave Trade having still
been carried on by the French Islands on this station. ,

I have been informed, that a large ship arrived at Martinique about a
month since, under the White Flag, with a cargo of 500 Slaves, who were
immediately advertized for sale, not only in the public papers of the island, but
also in hand-bills stuck up at the corners of the streets, and in all conspicuousplaces. The sale was to have taken place on the 21st ultimo. I understand thatseveral other vessels are expected, engaged in the same trade. The vesselbefore-
mentioned intended to have gone to Guadaloupe, but was fearful that theEnglish might still be jn possession of the island.

I have, &«.

(Signed) JOHN HARVEY.
John Barrow, Esq.

Se. Se. Fe

 

No. 2, c.

Viscount Castlereagh to Sir Charles Stuart, K.B. 8c.

Sir, . Foreign Office, January 9th, 1817.

I have received from the Colonial Department the Copy of a Letter
from the Governor of Dominica, dated the 5th ofOctober last, stating, that

_only a few days previous a French ship under than three huAdred tons burthen,>‘with 507 slaves, arrived in the Island of Martinique, ‘after a passage of fortydays from Bonney, on the African coast.
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I hasten to make your Excellency acquainted with this circumstance, in
order that you may communicate it without delay to the French Government,
and represent to them the expediency of taking more effectual steps, to ensure
the strict execution.of His Most’ Christian Majesty’s orders for the total aboli-
tion of the Slave ‘Trade throughout his dominions.

1 have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.
Se. Ge. &e.

 

{daclosure 1 in No. 2, c.)

Downing Street, 6th January, 1817.
Sir,

1 am directed by Lord Bathurst to transmit to you the copy of a letter
from Governor Maxwell, dated Dominica the 5th of October last, relative to
the arrival of a French ship at Martinique with a cargo of Slaves; and I am to
request, that you will lay the same before Lord Castlereagh, in order that his
Lordship may make such communication to the French Government, as the case
may appear to him to require.

Iam, &c.

(Signed) JIENRY GOULBURN.
William Hamilton, Esq.

&e. §&e. Fe.

{(Inclosura:2 in No. 2, ¢.)

Government House, Dominica, 5th October, 1816.
‘My Lord,:

I have the honour to:communicate to your Lordship the arrival at Mav-
tinico, a few days ago,:of:a French ship under three hundred tons burthen, -

with five hundred and-seven slaves, from Bonny, in forty days. As I appre-
-hend this continuance’6f ‘the Slave Trade, on the part of the subjects of His
Most Christian Majesty, .is an infringement of the Treaties between Great
Britain and France, I have deemed it my duty te make it known to your
Lordship.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES W. MAXWELL,
— Governor.

To the Right Hon, the Earl Bathurst,

Se. Ge. Fe.
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No. 8, c.

Viscount’Castlereagh toHis Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K.B. &e,

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 9, 1817,

In reference to the two despatches which I send to your Excellency 5
this Mail, respecting the continuation of the Traffic inSlaves, either under the
protection of the French flag, or by disguised French capital, I am to desire,
by command of the Prince Regent, that you will endeavour to obtain, without
loss of time, from the French Ministry, correct copies of all Laws, Ordinances,
Instructions, or other public or ostensible Acts of the Government of HisMost
Christian Majesty, or of the French Legislative Authorities, for the Abolition
of this Trade; and that you would transmit to me the same for the information
ot His Royal Highness’s Government, with the least practicable delay.

I have the honor ‘to be, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.
Se. Sc. §e.

 

No. 4, c.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &.
dated Paris, 13th January, 1817.—Received 16thJanuary.

My Lord,

My repeated representations to the Duke de Richelieu, respecting the
abuses of the French Subordinate Authorities who are supposed to encourage
the continuation of the Slave I'rade from the ports of Spain, having been re-
ferred to the Minister of the Marine, His Excellency has been enabled at length
to send me the explanation 1 have the honor to enclose, by which it appears
that a commercial regulation, permitting the construction of vessels in several
Ports of France tor the account of Spanish Merchants, had given rise to a mis-
conception on the part of His Majesty’s Consul at Corunna, and which His
Excellency hopes will not induce my Court to doubt of the sincere intentions
of the French Covernment to fulfil the engagements they have contracted.

I have the honor to be, &c. .
(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

The Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
Sc. Se. Se.

 

CInclosure in No.:4, c)

Monsieur l'Ambassadeur, Paris, Janvier 1817,

. Javais référé au Ministre de la Marinela reclamation que Votre Excellence
m’a fait Phonneur de m’adresser, rélativement aux moyens que ]’on supposait em-ployés par quelques speculateurs francaisdansles ports d’Espagne, pourcontinuér
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ou favoriser la traite des noirs. Tl résulte des renseignemens recueillis par M. le
Vicomte du Bouchage, que, dans les informations qui vous ont été transmises, on
a confondu deux choses bien distinctes. Nos reglemens autorisent la vente des
patimensfrancaispour Espagne. Cette faculté d’abord restremte au seul port
de Bayonne, a depuis été étendue.& d’autres ports du Royaume; par suite de‘ces
dispositions, des constructions ont été
sule. Mais, dans cette circonstance le commerce francais n'est que le construc-
teur du batiment, et reste tout-a-fait étranger & la destination que les acqueéreurs

vent lui donner ultérieurement. J’ai lieu de croire, que cette explication que’
je m’empresse de vous transmettresuffira, Monsieur, pour faire cesser lincerti-
tude qu’a pu faire naitre dans l’esprit de Monsieur le Consul de Sa Majeste Bri-
tannique & la Corogne, un genre de spéculation autorisé par-les Ordonnances de
Sa Majesté et dont on a pu tirer de fausses inductions, parcequ’on en igncrait le
veritable objet. Au surplus, le Ministre de la Marine s'est assuré qu’aucune ex-
pedition pour la traite des noirs n’avait eu lieu dans nos ports; les ordres quil
vient de renouveller, et les mesures qu’il vient de prescrire, donnent la certitude,
qu’en aucun tems, aucun navire francais ne pourra y concourir. .

J’al Phonneur, &c.

(Signé) RICHELIEU.
A Son Excellence M. le Chevalier Stuart,

Se. &e. &e.

 

(Translation of Inclosure in No. 4, c.)

Sir, Paris, January 1817.

T have referred to the Minister of Marine, the particulars which your Ex-
cellency did me the honor toaddressto me;:respectingthemeans supposed to be
employed by certain french speculators in the portsof Spain, for carrying on or
encouraging the trade in slaves. It appears from information collected by M. le

_ Vicomte du Bouchage, that in the statements which have been transmitted to
you, two things of a very distinct nature haye :heen confounded with each other.
The Laws of France permit the sale of french,yessels in favor of Spain. This
permission, at first restricted to the port of Bayonne, has subsequently been ex-
tended to other ports of the Kingdom ; the consequeace of which has been, that
vessels have been constructed on account of certain ‘merchants of. the Peninsula.
But the part which the subjects of France takeonthese occasions is confined to
the building of the vessels, andistotally unconnected with the destination which
may afterwards be given to such vessels by their.owners. .

__ [have reason to hope that this explanation, which I hasten to transmit to
you, Sir, will be sufficient to remove the doubts which may have existed in tlie
mind of the’ British Consul at Corunna on a species of speculation which is
authorized by the ordinances.ofHis Majesty; ‘and’ with’ respect to which false
conclusions may have been ‘drawn; ini conséiudhcOT ity real object being un-
known. The Minister of Marine is, moreover?positively assured, that no Slave.
Trade adventure whatever has taken place in our ports; the orders which:
have just been renewed, and the measures which have been recently adopted,

exécutées pour des négocians de la Penin-’
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render it certainthat atno»period can:any.French vessel! be. engaged in the
Traffic.
raie Ihave the honor; &c:.

7 (Signed): RICHELIEU.
To His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart,

Ge. §e. Ke.

 

No. 5, ¢.

Ms Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. Se. §e..
dated Paris, 20th January, 1817.—Received January 25th.

My Lord, .

In obedience to the directions conveyed to me through your Lordship’s
dispatches, I have taken an early opportunity of again pressing uponthe Duke
de Richelieu’s attention the flagrant violations of His Most Christian Majesty’s
engagements, which appear to‘have taken place under the eye of the local au.
thorities in the French Colonies of Guadaloupe and Martinique; by the continu-
ation of the commerce in Slaves.

His Excellency assures me, that on the same day on which my Note
reached Mons. de Richelieu, enquiries were set on foot, to ascertain the rounds
of the statement transmitted to his Majesty's Government by the Britishnavel
and military officers in the West Indies, and orders were sent to deliver meCopies
of all the official papers, which your Lordship has required, connected with the
enactment of the abolition.

, I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
To Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. &e. Se.

 

CInclosure in No. 5, c.)

Paris, 15th January, 1817.
Sir,

I feel it necessary again to call your Excellency’s attention to the illegal
‘Traffic in Slaves, which, according to letters received by His BritannicMajesty's
Government from the Governor oFthe Island of Dominica, and from the Admi-
ral commanding His Britannic Majesty’s ships on the Leeward Islands station,
‘continues to be carried on by vessels under the flag of His Most Christian
Majesty.

: By these statements it appears, that a ship of 300 tons burthen, under
the White Flag, arrived at Martinique a few days before the 5th of October last,
after a passage of forty days from Bonney on the African Coast, having on board
500 Slaves, who were immediately advertiséd for sale on the 21st November,
not only in the public places of the Island, but in hand-bills stuck up at the
corners of the streets, and in all conspicuous places.
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Several othervessels being expected, both at Martinique and Guada-
loupe, 1 feel it necessary to repeat to your Excellency the expediency of taking
effectual steps, to ensure the strict execution of the Laws enacting the total
abolition of the Traffic throughout His Most Christian Majesty's dominions. ~

T have thehonor to be, &e.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

His Excellency the Duke de Richelieu,

&ce. §e. §e.

 

No. 6, ¢.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &c.

dated Paris, 30th January, 1817.—Received February 2d.

My Lord,

In compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s letter,
Ihave presented the accompanying note to the Duke de Richelieu, urging his
Excellency tocommunicate to me the official publications of the French Govern-
ment, which enact the final abolition of the Slave Trade.

After some delay, I have received in answer the note I have the
honor to transmit, which, though it does not contain the documents 1 had reason
to expect, is accompanied by a decree published the 8th of January of the pre-
sent year, which appears perfectly to meet the objects of the stipulations between
the two governments.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
To Lord Castlereagh, K. G.

Ge. Se. Ke.

 

CInclosure 1 sn No. 6, ¢.)

Sir, Paris, 15th January, 1817.

With a view to guide the instructions, the British Government find it
necessary to transmit to the Officers in the King’s Service in the Colonies in
the West Indies, I venture to request, that your Excellency will communicate
to me such copies of laws, ordonnances, instructions, and other public or osten-
sibleacts of-His Most Christian Majesty and of the French Legislative Autho-
rities, for the Abolition ofthe Slave Frade, which may appear to be necessary
for that purpose.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

To His Excellency the Duke de Richelieu,
Ge. Se. §e.
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(Inclosure 2 in No: 6, c..)

. Parisle2ime Janvier, 1817.
Monsieur Ambassadeur,

: J'ai Yhonneur d’addresser ci-jointe & votre Excellence, une copie de
POrdonnance du Roi, qui prononce la confiscation de tout batiment qui tenterait
d'introduire dans une des colonies francaises des Noirs de Traite, et qui in-
terdit de tout commandement le capitaine francais quisepermettrait unepareille
contravention.—Votre Gouvernement reconnaitra dans ces -dispositions de Sa
Majest3 la ferme resolution de maintenir Pexécution des traités dans toute leur
étendue, et de. punir quiconque y porterait atteinte.

J'ai Phonneur, &c.

Signé) RICHELIEU.
A Son Excellence Mr. le Chevalier Stuart, Sign*) u

Se. §e. §e.

(Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 6, c.)

Sir, Paris, 27th January, 1817.

-[have the honor to send your Excellency, enclosed, copy of the ordonnance
of the King, condemning to confiscation all vessels attempting to introduce
Black Slaves into any of the French colonies, and prohibiting any French cap-
tain, who should be guilty of such an act, from all command.

Your Government will perceive in these dispositions of His Majesty, the
firm resolution of maintaining the execution of the treaties to the fullest extent,
and of punishing whoever shall in any wise infringe them. ,

_[have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) RICHELIEU.
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.

Sc. &e. &e.

CInclosure 3 in No. 6, c.)

Departement de la Marine et des Colonies.

ORDONNANCE DU ROI.

LOUIS, par la grace de Dieu, Roi de France et.de Navarre;

Voulant pourvoir au cas ou. 11 serait contrevenu & nos ordres concernant
Y'Abolition de la Traite des Noirs. .

Sur le rapport de notre Ministre Sécrétaire d’Etat de la Marine et des
Colonies, Nous avons ordonné et ordonnons ce qui suit :
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‘Art. 1. Tout batiment qui tenterait dintroduire dans une de nos colo-
nies des Noirs de Traite, soit francais soit etranger, sera confisqué ; et le capi-
taine, s'il est francais, interdit de tout commandement.

Sera également confisqué en pareil cas, toute la partie de la. cargaison
qui ne consisterait pas enEsclaves; a egard des Noirs, ils seront employes dans
ja colonie aux travaux de l’utilité publique. -

Art. 2. Les contraventions prévues dans|’article précédent seront jugées
dans la méme forme que les contraventions aux lois et réglemens concernant le
commerce étranger.

Quant aux produits des confiscations prononcées en conformité au méme
article, ils seront acquis et appliqués de méme maniére que le sont les produits
des confiscations prononcées en nature de contravention aux lois sur le com-
merce étranger. ,

Arr. 3. Notre Ministre Sécrétaire d’Etat de la Marine est chargé de
Yexécution de la présente ordonnance. -

Donné a Paris en notre Chateau des Thuilleries, ce 8me jour de Jan-
wier, de ’an de Grace 1817, et de notre régne le 22eme.

(Signé) LOUIS.

Par te Roi,
{Signé) Le VICOMTE de BOUCHAGE,

Pour copie conforme,
Le Ministre Secrétaire d’Etat de la Marine et des Colonies,

(Signe) Le VICOMTE de BOUCHAGE.

Pour ampliation,
Le Ministre Secrétaire d’Etat de la Marine et des Colonies.

(Signé) Le VICOMTE de BOUCHAGE.

( Translation of Inclosure 8 in No. 6, c.)

Department of the Marine and Colonies.

ORDONNANCE OF THE KING.

LOUIS, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navarre,

Wishing to provide, against any contravention to our orders respecting
the Abolition of the Slave Trade,— ‘

Upon the Report of our Minister, Secretary of State for the Marine and
Colonies, we have ordered, and do order as follows:

_ Art.1. Any vessel, whetherFrench or Foreign, attempting to introduce
Black Slaves into any of our Colonies, shall be confiscated; and the captain, if
he be a Frenchman, shall be suspended from all command.

Every part of the cargo which shall not consistinSlaves, shall, in such
case, be likewise confiscated, and the Blacks shall be employed on the works of
the Colony.

- Art.2. The contrayentions provided against in the preceding Article |
shall bé decided upon in the same manner as are the infractionsof the laws and
regulations relative to Foreign Commerce.
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With regard to the proceeds of the confiscations adjudged in conformity
to the said Article, they shall be taken and applied in the same manner as are
the proceeds of confiscations adjudged in consequence of the infractions of the
zaws of Foreign Commerce. ;

-Art. 3. Our Minister, Secretary of State for the Marine and Colonies,
is charged with the execution of the present Ordonnance.

_ Given at.Paris, in our Palace of the Tuilleries, the Sth day of January
in the yearof Grace 1817, and of our reign the 22nd.

 

.(Signed) LOUIS.
By the King,

(Signed) The VISCOUNT Du BOUCHAGE,

A true Copy,
The Minister, Secretary of State for the Marine and Colonies,
(Signed) The VISCOUNT Du BOUCHAGE, _

Countersigned, .
The Minister, Secretary of State for the Marine andColonies,

(Signed) The VISCOUNT Du BOUCHAGE.

No. 7, c.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &c.dated Paris, 30th January 1817.—Received ebruary 2,
My Lord,

In compliance with the directions contained in your Lordship’s severalIctters, which advert to the continuation of the Slave Trade in the colonieslatelyrestored to His Most Christian Majesty, I have addressed the Duke deRichelieuthe official representations upon the subject, ofwhich I have the honor toenclosecopies, and have verbally pressed His Excellency to take the measures whichmay appear the most conducive to maintain the inviolability of the existingtreaties, and to ensure conformity to the regulations which ought now to con-stitute an integral part ofthe French legislation.
His Excellency observed, he sees with regret that the constant repetitionof my remonstrances upon the subject implies a doubt of the sincerity of theFrench Government, which he does not thiuk their conduct has warranted ; andthat the same vigilant attention on the part of French agents to the Britishcolonies, and particularly to the Isle of France, might, he was sure, lead to thediscovery of infractions of our laws respecting this trade, which we should findit difficult.to justify, if they becamethe subject of official representation.
He suddenly broke off the conversation, saying, that as he wasunwillingto use the languageof complaint, he should say nothing further, ‘but that hereferred to his note for a full answer to the several statements I had addressed

the French Government.
.___ |accordingly received yesterdaythecommunication I have the honorto.enclose. - 7

Ihave the honour to be, &c. .
4Signed)' - CHARLES STUART.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
Se. Se. &e."
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(Inclosure 1 in No.7, ¢.)

Sir, Paris, 22nd January, 1817.

I feel it -my duty to transmit your Excellency the copy of a letter which
I‘have received from His Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Nantes, stating the

particulars of equipments which are going on in that Port, on the French and
Spanish account for the purpose of continuing the Commercein Slaves.

I have, &e.

| (Signed) CHARLES STUART.
‘His Excellency the Duke de Richelieu,

Sc. &e Fe.

 

(Inclosure 2 in No. 7%, ¢.)

Sir, British Consulate, Nantes, Jan. 16, 1817.

In compliance with the instructions that I have received, I think it my
duty to acquaint you, for the information of Viscount Castlereagh, that there are
at this Port now building three vessels to be fitted out for the Slave Trade.
They will be launched here in a few days, under Spanislr colours, to proceed to
Corunna, where they are to take on board two thirds-of their crew, Spanish
subjects, as also a Spanish captain, who is to have the charge of the vessel.
From the information that I have obtained, I have strong reason to believe that
the remaining third of the crew is to be French, under the command of a cap-
tain of that nation, who is to superintend the interest of the commercial house
at this place, in-partnership with the Spanish owners.

I have, &c.

(Signed) | T.W.RICHARDS.
To D. R. Morier, Esq.

Ge. Fe. Fe.

 

CInclosure 3 in No. 7, c.)

Sir, Paris, 26th January, 1817.

In support of the statement contained in the note I had the honor to
address your Excellency on the 15th January, respecting the continuation of the
Slave Trade in the Colony of Martinique, I think it necessary to place before
your Excellency the accompanying extract of a letter received by His Majesty's
Secretary of State, from the Isle of St. Vincent.

I have, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
To His Excellency the Duke de Richelien,

Ge. Se. Se.
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CInclosure 4 in No. 7, c.)

Monsieur rAmbassadeur, Paris, ce 27 Janvier, 1817.

J'ai recu la lettre que votre Excelence m’a fait 'honneur de m’écrire
le 22 de ce mois. Les informations qui lui ont été données par le Consul
d’Angleterre & Nantes, rentrent dans eelles qu’on. avait précédemment rémis et
4u’Elle m’a communiquées le 2 Novembre dernier, sur ce qui se passait dans
Jes ports de PEspagne et sur la participation ou la connivance supposée de
«quelques speculateurs @ la traite des négres. Je ne puis & cet egard, Monsieur
JTAmbassadeur, que rappeller & votre Excellence les explications contenues dang
ma réponse du 7 Janvier, et lui confirmer, sous le rapport des ordres donnés et
des mesures prises par le Ministre de la Marine, les assurances que jelui ai
irausmises 4 la méme epoque.

J'ai Phonneur, &c.

(Signé) RICHELIEU.

 

(Translation of Inclosure 4 in No.7, ¢.)

Sir, Paris, 27th January, 1817.

T have received the letter which your Excellency did me the honor of
writing to. me on the 22d of this month. The information, with which your
Excellency has been furnished by the English Consul at Nantes, forms part
of that previously received, and which your Excellency eommunicated to me
on the 2d of November last, as to what was passing in the ports of Spain,
and to the participation or supposed connivance of certain speculators in the .
Slave Trade. I can only, Sir, on this subject, recall to your Excellency the
explanations contained in my answer of the 7th of January, and confirm to your
Excellency, by referring to the orders given and the measures taken by the
Minister of the Marine, the assurances which I at the same time transmitted
to your Excellency.

I have the honour to be, &c.

To His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart,
&e. §e. Fe.

(Signed) | RICHELIEU.

 

{Inclosure 5 in No. 7%, ¢.)

Lars, 27 Janvier, 1817.
MonsieurPAmbassadeur,

J’ai Phonneur d’adresser &Votre Excellence copie de la réponse duMinistre
de la Marine aux explications que je lui avais demandées sur un versement de 500 né-
gres effectué & la Martinique peu de jours avant le 21 Octobre, par un batiment sous
pavillon blanc, et.qui.a donné lieu a Ja lettre de Votre Excellence du 15 de ce mois.

__ Vous vous convaincrez facilement, M. ’Ambassadeur, par l’exposé des faits, que
Vexpédition dont il s’agit faite sous empire du Traité du 30 Mai, 1814, ne peut. sous
aucun rapport étre regardée comme une contravention aux conventions postérieures du
20 Novembre 1816; au surplus quelle que fat 4 cet égard laconviction du Gouvernement,
cette considération n’a point été pour lui un motif de se préter aux demandes faites
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dans le tems par les négocians qui s’y trouvaient interessés, il s'est constamment epposé& ce que le batiment destiné a Pentreprise fat admis dans un port du Royaume, et y
completat ses vivres et son équipage. Ces dispositions et plus encore celles récemmentordonnées par le Roi, et que rapelle le Ministre de la Marine, vous confirmeront, M.l'Ambassadeur, les intentions de Sa Majesté pour le maintiendes stipulations auxquellesellea consenties et qu’elle saura faire exécuter,

J’ai Phonneur, &e.

(Signé) RICHELIEU.
A son Excellence Mons. le Chevalier Stuart,

&e. &e. ce

 

(Translation of Inclosure 5 in No.7 ¢.)

Paris, 27th January, 1817.
Si,

Ihave the honour to address to your Excellency copy of the answer of the
Minister of Marine te the explanations which I demanded of him, relative to the dis-
embarkation of five hundred Negroes at Martinique, a few days prior to the 2ist of
October, by a vessel bearing a white flag, and which gave rise to your Excellency’s
letter of the 15th of this month.

Your Excellency will easily convince yourself by this exposition of facts that
the voyage in question, made under the authority of the Treaty of the 30th ofMay,
1814, can in no respect be considered as contravening the posterior conventions of the
20th November, 1816. Moreover, whatever the conviction of the Government might .
be in that respect, this consideration was by no means the motive tbat induced it to
listen to the demands made from time to time by the merchants interested in that trans-
action. The Government constantly opposed itself to the entry of the vessel destined
for that enterprise, into any of the ports of the kingdom, and to the completing its
victualling and its crew therein _

These dispositions, and still more those recently adopted by the King, to which
the Minister of the Marine refers, will confirm to your excellency the intentions of His
Majesty to maintain the stipulations to which he has consented, and which he will cause
io be carried into effect.

' [have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) RICHELIEU,

To His Excellency Sir C. Stuart,

&e: &c. Se.

(CInclosure 6 in No. 7 c.)

Paris le 28 Janvier, 1817.
Monsieur I’Ambassadeur,

, J'ai regu la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait Phonneur de m’écrire le 26 de ce
mois, et qui fait suite aux informations qu’elle a bien voulu me communiquer sur un
Yersement de négres 4 la Martinique et sur les inductions qu’on parait en tirer rélative-_
ment & la traite ; ma lettre d’hier & ce sujet, et les explications du Ministre de la Marine
que j'y ai jointes, suffiront, je espare, pour faire cesser presomptions qui paraissent
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avoir fait naitre des circonstanees, qui, pour étre justement apprecices ne doivent pas
atre détachées de ’cpoque & laquelle elles appartiennent.

Je ne puis Monsieur Ambassadeur que m’y référer entiérement.

Vai Yhonneur, &c. |

(Sign) RICHELIED,
A.son Excellence M. le Chevalier Stuart,

&e. Fe. §e..

 

(Translation ofInclosure6 in No. 7, ¢.)

Paris, 28th January 1817.

‘Sir,

I have received the letter, which your Excellency did me the honor of writing on
the 2Gth instant, in continuation of the information which you had the goodness to fur-
nish me, respecting a disembarkation of Negroes at Martinico, and of the disposition
manifested to draw certain inferences therefrom, relative to the Slave Trade. My

letter of yesterday on this subject and the explanations of the Minister of Marine,
thereunto annexed, will,I hope, have sufficed toput a stop to suppositions that appear

to have given rise to circumstances which, in order to be duly appreciated, ought not

to be detached from the period to whick they belong. Icanonly refer your Excellency
tq those Papers.

I have the honor to be, &e

(Signed) RICHELIEU.
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuari,. :

ke.  &e.  &e.

 

(In Inclosure 6 in No.7, ¢.)

Paris, le 25 Janvier, 1817.
M. le Duc,

Par lalettre que vous m’avez fait Phonneur de m’écrire le 17 de ce mois, vous

m’avez donné connaissance d’une réclamation de M. le Chevalier Stuart rélative au

-commerce des noirs, dans nos colonies des Antilles.
M: V’Ambassadeur cite un batiment de 300 tonneaux arrivéa la Martinique,

sous pavillon blanc, ayant @ son bord 500 esclaves, et dont la vente avait été annoncée:

avec une grande publicité.
Ce navire est le Cultivateur de Nantes, qui armé a Nantes par MM. Bosset et

Boudet, et sorti de ce port au mois de Fevrier 1815, pour aller faire la traite de négres,

fut arrété par une goellette Anglaise, en vue de la riviére de Bony, de 20 Mai suivant,

conduit en Angleterre, et reliché ensuite avec indemnité par arrét du Prince Regent

en date du 26 Avril (1816). ‘
Je vous ai entretenu de cette affaire par deux lettres du 24 Octobre and 2d Dé

cembre 1814, aux quelles votre Excellence a repondu le 17 Novembre et 6 Décembre.

Les armateurs en m’informant de Yarrét‘dont il s’agit demandeérent, que

yous en futes. également instruit, lautorisation de faire venir le Cultivateur, dans un

des ports de France pour y complétrer ses vivres-etremplacer quelques hommes de

son équipage, mais vous reconnutes, comme moi, que cette demande ne pouvait étre

accueillie, et j’y répondis en conséquence négativement. :
Leur navire reprit la mer le 24 Janvier avec des_expéditions de la Douane An-

giaise, pour terminer son voyage A la céte d'Afrique; son départ avait étéannoncé dans

Gazettes de Plymouth. .

_ Par tous ces motifs, et en considération de ce que leur o ération, entreprise sous

Ja foi dutraitédu 30 Mai, IG14, n’avait été qu’interrompue et Pavait été méme injuste-
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ment, ils demandaient que des ordres fussent donnés pour Padiission da Cultivateur
dans celles des Colonies Frangaises ov il ¢e presenterait, mais je refusai Waccéder &
cette demande. ; tend lerd a

Je n’avais plus entendu parlerdecette affaire, lorsqu’il -y a quelques jours il
fut rendu compte que laGazette de Martinique du5Novembre, ‘aunoneait la vente‘de
507 négres provenant du navire le Cultivateur de Nantes arrive de la céted’Angole.

Les ordres qui ont été donnés aux administrateurs des colonies rélativement 4 la
hibition du commerce des esclaves sont trés positifs ; au surplus, la tolérance de M.

i le Gouverneur et Intendant de la Martinique dans cette occasion parait s’expliquer
ar les cireonstances particuliéres de l’expédition du Cultivateur: jen écris au surplus

{ M. M. de Vangirain et Dubier. :

D’aprés les informations que le Gouvernement Anglais parait avoir recues que
d’autres batimens négriers auraient été attendus dans la méme €poque, j’ai tout lieu de
croire que ces avis n’ont aucune espéce de fondement.
Rien n’a été neglig¢é par le departement de la Marine pour assurer l’exécution des en-

‘gagemens qui.ont étéwi par le Roi au sujet de la traite des noirs. '
Aussitét que M. le Prince de Talleyrand eit donné connaissance 4M. le Comte

de Jaucourt des intentions de Sa Majesté a cet égard, il fut écrit aux administrateurs de
Ja Marine dansles ports (le 23 Aout, 1835), pour leur récommander de tenir la main 4 ce
quil ne sortit des ports de France aucun navire Frangais destiné pour la traite des
noirs, et il leur fut demandé un état des batiments qui auraient été expédiés depuis le 30.
Mai, 1814, afin d’empécher par tous les aioyens qu’on n’¢ludat interdiction pro-
noncée. .

Par une dépéche du 24 Octobre, 1815, j’ai préscrit aux administrateurs de la
Martinique et & ceux de Bourbon, d’y faire cesserimmédiatement le trafic des esclaves
_qui y seraient amenés du dchors par tout autrebatiment que des navires Francais, par-
ties de France pour la traite avant le ler Septembre, 1815. Ces colonies étoient les
‘seules qui fussent alors restées sous Tautorité du Roi, mais les mémes ordres ont été
donnés aux admimistrateurs de la Guadaloupe, de l’Inde, et de St. Pierre et Miguelon,
Jors de leur départ de France aux mois d’Avril, Mai, et Juin 1816, pour la reprise de
possession. m,

Enfin, lorsque le Traité du 20 Novembre a été connu, je Pai transmis dans toutes
nos possessions d’outremer, par les plus prochaines occasions, en prescrivant de la ma-
niére la plus formelle, aux administrateurs respectifs d’en faire ex¢cuter strictement lex
dispositions.

Sa Majesté vient elle méme de donner récemment 4 Pégard du Maréschal decamp -
de Bouret, Commandant de sa colonie de Bourbon, une nouvelle preuve de la firme in-
tention of elle est que ses engagemens soient remplis. -

Informé que Padministrateur de I’'Isle de Bourbon, aprés avoir recu (le 1 Mai,
1816,) les ordres ministériels rélatifs & Pinterdiction de toute vente dans la colonie de

ndgres provenant du déhors, a souffert dans le mois de Juin suivant, quil fat vendu dans

T'Isle 108 esclaves achetés 4 Madagascar, j’en rendis compte 4 Sa Majesté qui a prononcé
le 13 Octobre, 1816, le rappel de M. de Bouvet. .

Lorsque j’ai proposé au Roi un acte de rigueur, je n’ignorai pas cependant que
I'Isle Maurice eut offert ABourbon, sous le rapport de la traite, des exemples de tolé-

rance, mais je n’ai pas cru, que malgré de tels exemples nous puissions par quelque con-
sidération que ce fat, nous montrer indulgens sur une matiére ausi délicate.

Au surplus, s’il était nécessaire d’offrirde nouvelles garanties des soins que prend
Je Gouvernement pour proscrire dans les possessions du Roi le commerce des esclaves,

on Jes trouverait dans l’ordonnance du 8 Janvier, dont votre Excellence a eu connaissance,

et qui prononce des peines contre les personnes qui se livrerdient encore ce trafic.
Cet aate de Pautorité Royale doit désormais prévenir toute reclamation.

Recevez, &c. &c.

Le Ministre et Secrétaire d’ Etat

de la Blarine et des Colonies,

‘Signé) LeVICOMTE DU BOUCHAGE.

BM. le Duc de Richelieu,

&e. Se. Se.
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CT:ranslation of Inclosure 6 in No.7, ¢.)

Paris, 25th January, 1817,
My Lord,

By the letter which you did me the honour of writing to me on the 17th instant
you inform me of a representation made by Sir Charles Stuart, relative to the Slave
‘rade in our Colonies in the Antilles (Leeward Islands.) -

_. The Ambassador states that a vessel of 300 tons arrived at. Martinique, under a
white flag, having 500 Slaves on board, the sale of whom was announced with great
ublicity. ;

P This vessel is the Cultivator of Nantes, which was fitted out there by Messrs,
Bosset_and Boudet, and sailed from that port in the month of February 1815, asa
Siave Trader, was detained by an English Galliot within sight of the River Bony on
the 20th May following, carried to England, and afterwards released with indemnifica-
tion by an order of the Prince Regent, dated 26th April, 1816.

. I mentioned this affair to your Lixcellency in two letters, dated 24th October, and
2d December, 1815, which you answered on the 17th November and 6th December.

When the owners informed me of the order in question, they also requested
permission (with which application you were also made acquainted), to take the
Cultivator inte a French port, there to complete her provisions, and to replace some
men of her crew; but you concurred with me in opinion, that this demand could not be
complied. with, and.E therefore refused.
“Their ship put again to sea on the 24th Jianuary, with clearances from: the

English Custom-House, to complete her voyage to the Coast of Africa. Her departure
had been notified in the Plymouth Papers. Coe

From all these motives, and considering that the operation undertaken by them
in faith of the Treaty of the 30th May, 1814, had only been interrupted, and that-even
unjustly, they applied for an order to permit the Cultivator to enter any French colony
where she might touch; but I refused to agree to this. —

I heard no more mention of this affair till a few days ago, when I was informed
that the Martinique Gazette of the 6th November, contained an account of the sale of
507 Negroes brought from the Coast of Angola, in the ship Cultivator of Nantes.

The orders which have been given to the administrators of the colonies respecting
the prohibition of the commerce of Slaves, are very positive, moreover the toleration of
the Governor and Intendant of Martinique, on this occasion, seems to be explained by
the particular circumstances of the. fitting out of the Cultivator. I also write on the
subject to Messrs. Vaugirain and Dubier.

According to the information which the English Government appears to have
received, other Slave ships are expected in that colony, and at Guadaloupe at the same
period. I haye every reason to believe that this account is without the smallest
foundation. ,

Nothing has been neglected by the Department of the Marine to secure the execu-
tion of the engagements entered into by the King on the subject of the Slave Trade.

. As seon as Prince Talleyrand had made the Count Jaucourt acquainted with the
intentions of His Majesty on this point, the administrators of the Marine at the ports
Were written to (on the 23d August, 1815), recommending them to take strict care that
uo French ship, destined for the Slave Trade, should sail from a French port, and
they were required to furnish a statement of the vessels which had sailed subsequent to
the 30th of May, 1814, in order to prevent, by every possible means, the evasion of the
stipulated interdiction.

_ By a despatch of the 24th of October, 1815, I directed the administrators of
Martinique and of the Isle Bourbon, to put an immediate stop to the traffic in Slaves,
who should be brought to those places from foreign parts by any other vessel than
French ships, which should have sailed from France for that trade before the Ist Sept.
1815. These colonies were the only ones which at that time remained under the autho-
rity of the King; but the same orders have been given to the administrators of Guada-
loupe, of the East-Indies, and of St. Pierre, and‘Miguelon, on their departure from
Franee in the months of April, May, and June, 1816, in order to resume the posses-
sion ef those colonies. In short, when the Treaty of the 20th of November was made

. known, I transmitted it to all our possessions beyond sea, by the earliest, opportuni-
ties; and directed, in the most formal manner, the several administrators to carry the
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conditions thereof mto strict execution. His Majesty has himself recently given a
fresh proof in the instance of the Marshal de Camp de Bouret, Commandant of the
Colony of Bourbon, of his firm determination to carry his engagements into full effect.
Having been informed that the administrator of the Island of Bourbon, after having
received (on the ist of May, 1816,) Government orders respecting the interdiction of
any sale of Slaves in the olony brought from foreiga parts, had permitted, in the
month of June following, a sale in the island, of 108 Slaves purchased at Madagascar;
I reported the same to his Majesty, who issued, onthe 13th of December, 1816, an
order for the recall of M. de Bouvet. ne ‘

When I proposed to the King an act of rigour, I was not, however, ignorant that
the Isle of Mauritiusoffered to the Isle of Bourbon, with respect to this traffic, exam-
ples of toleration; but I did not think, that notwithstanding such examples, we could,
on any consideration whatever, shew any indulgence upon so delicate a matter.

Besides, were it necessary to exhibit any new proof of the care which the
Government take, to proseribe in his Majesty’s dominions the commerce in Slaves, it
would be found in the ordonnance of the 8th of January, of which your Excellency has
been apprized, which adjudges penalties against all persons who should in future ‘be
concerned in that traffic. This act of royal authority should prevent all remonstrance
jafuture. Receive, &e ‘ ,

The Minister and Seeretary of State for the

Marine and Colonies,

(Signed) The VISCOUNT Du BOUCHAGE.
The Duke de Richelieu,

$e. Se. &e.

 

No. 8, c.-

Viscount Castlereagh, to His ExcellencySir Charles Stuart, K.B. &ev

‘Sir, Foreign Office, March 8th, 1817.

His Majesty’s Government have lately received advices from the
West Indies, that between the 25th of June 1815, and the 17th of October
1816, no less than five French ships have entered the Ports of Martinique
with NegroSlaves,from the Coast of Africa. Itis probable that most of these
ships, perhapsall of them, had left France, and were embarked in the Trade
before its Abolition by His Most’Christian Majesty; and they may therefore
not have violated the laws of théircountry: but, as it is possible, that some of
them have left'France since the Ordonnance by which this Trade was prohi-
bited to the French Nation, .J ,have thought it right to enable you to ‘inform
the Duke de Richelieu of thecircumstance, as it has come to our knowledge,
in order that His Excellency-may‘adopt such measures as he may judge ex-
pedient, to prevent, ifnecessary,the further infraction of His Christian. Ma:
Jesty’s Decrees in favor of thecause ofjustice and humanity. .

Information’ has ‘ilso beén’ received, that within the same period, the
Portugueze Brig “ Eleanora,”. of: Lisbon, Captain Victor Debrito, has imported.
into ‘the Islandof :Martinique,two:hundred and sixty-five Negro Slaves, from
Gabon: I think it right,. likewise; to add, that it is confidently stated, that two |
vessels have been ately: fitted out: at St. Pierre for this Trade, and that they.
are now on their-yeyare to orfrom the Coastof Africa; and also, that a fast-
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gailing schooner is, at the present time, in a very forward state ofPreparation
for the same purpose, at St. Pierre..

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH...

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.

Se. Se. §e.

 

No. 9, .c.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. &e.
dated Paris, March 31, 1817.—Received April 8.

My Lord, |
The accompanying letter from His Majesty's Consul-General having

made known to me the particulars of an equipment in the Port of Nantes, by the
subjects of His Most Christian Majesty, for the purpose of carrying on the Slave
‘Trade under Spanish colours, I have thought it my duty to advert to the subject
in my communications with the Duke de Richelieu. OO

As his Excellency has merely referred to his former ‘answers,-[ think it
necessary, in reporting the circumstance to your Lordship, to repeat, that I do
not allow any instance of the violation of His Most Christian Majesty's Ordon-
‘nance respecting this Traffic to pass over, without calling the attention of the

_ French Government to the subject.

I have the honor to be, &c.

' (Signed) CHARLES STUART.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Se. &e. Ke.

 

(Inclosure in No. 9, ¢.)

Sir. Paris, March21, 1817.

I have the honor to inform your Excellency, upon the authority of a leuc:
from His Majesty's Consul at Nantes, dated the 14th inst. that the largest of
the vessels lately fitted out at that Port for the Slave Trade sailed for Corunna
the preceding week, mounting eighteen 18-pound Carronades, with a crew all
French, and under Spanish coloura..

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) D. R, MORIER,
7 . Consul Gieneral.

‘His Excellenew Sir Charles Stuart, K.-B.
Se. Se. Se.
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No. 10, ¢.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. Sc. Se
dated Paris, April 21, 1817.—Received April 94%

My Lord,

Having received representations onthepart of His Majesty's Consul-
General, making known to me the preparations which had taken place in the
Port of Nantes, for the equipment of certain vessels to be employed in the
Traffic of Slaves on the Coast of Guinea, | have thought it my duty to point out
to the French Government the probable infraction of His Most Christian Ma-
jeaty’s Ordonnance, and to request an early adoption of the measures, which
might be deemed necessary to correct the evil. ” oF

The correspondence J have the honor to enclose has therefore taken place ;
but the reference to the former communication, which details the nature of the
engagements existing with Spain, respecting the construction of vessels which
may be appropriated to this purpose by the subjects of the latter power, is the
only answer I have been able to obtain from the Duke de Richelieu.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Sc. §e. §e.

 

CInclosure 1 in No. 10, c.)

Sir, Paris, 31st March, 1817.

Though I have already apprized your Excellency of the proceedings
which have taken place at the Port of Nantes, in violation of His Most Christian
Majesty's Ordonnance, it is my duty to transmit to your Excellency the enclosed
letter from His Majesty's Consul-General, announcing the departure of one of
the vessels, which has been some time since in that Port, for the purpose of car-
rying on a Commerce in Slaves. ©

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

His Excellency the Duke de Richeliew,
Se. Se. Se. —

 

(CInclosure 2 in No. 10, ¢.)

Monsieur 1Ambassadeur,
Jai recu, avec la lettre que votre Excellence m’a faitPhonneur de m’écrire,

les nouvelles informations qui lui ont été transmises par leConsul desaMajeste
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Britannique 4 Nantes, rélativement aux constructions de navires qui y sont

exécutées, et que cet agent suppose destinées au commerce des noirs. Je prie

votre Excellence de vouloir bien rappeler les explications que je lui adressaj Jp
7 Janvier dernier, ‘sur les constructions dont i s'agit. Je ne puis que m'y

réferer entigrement. oo um

Le commerce Francais, qui borne ses spéculations au matériel du batiment,
reste tout 4 fait étranger 4 sa destination: vous penserez s{irement, Monsieur
YAmbassadeur, que sous aucun rapport, le constructeur ne peut étre responsable
_des vies ultérieurs de Pachéteur, puis qu'il ne peut 4 cet égard en exiger de lui la
déclaration. Le Gouvernement ['rangais veille, 4 ce que des expéditions
prohibées n’ayent pas lieu de ses ports, et Cest la Pobjet des ordreset des in-
structions quil a souvent réitérés, que j’ai eu Phonneur de faire conniitre 3
votre Excellence, et qui ont été confirmées par Pordonnance du Roi du 8 Janvier,
Ses dispositions sont une preuve incontestable des intentions de sa Majesté.
En aucun cas, le Gouvernement ne permettra qu’elles soient éludées.

J'ai Phonneur, &c.

Paris, 15 Avril, 1817. (Signé) RICHELIEU.

(Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 10, ¢.)

Sir,

I have received, together with the letter which your Excellency has
done me the honour to address to me, the communications which have been
recently transmitted to you by His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Nantes, re-
specting the building of certain vessels at that place, which he supposed to be
intended for the Slave Trade. I beg to recall to your Excellency the explanations
which I addressed to you on the 7th of January last, on the subject in question,
to which I have only to refer you in toto.

The French trade, which confines its speculations to the building of th
vessel, is entirely ignorant of the purpose to which it may afterwards be ap-
plied; your Excellency will therefore surely agree, that the builder cannot in
any case be considered responsible for the ultimate views of the purchaser,
because he cannot require him to make a declarationof them. The French
Government takes care, that no illegal voyages shall be undertaken from their
perts; and this has been the object of the orders and instructions which they
ave so frequently issued, which I have had the honor of communicating to

your Excellency, and which were confirmed by the King’s ordinance of the 8th
January. Its enactments are an incontestible proof of His Majesty’s intentions;
and in no case will this Government permit them to. be evaded,

I have the honour to be, &c.

Paris, April 15, 1817. (Signed) RICHELIED.
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‘No. Il, ¢.

Viscount Castlereagh,to His ExcellencySir-Charles Stuart, K. B. &c.

Sir, Foreign Office, July 1st, 1817.

I have recently received official advices, stating the .continuanceof the

Slave Trade in the colonies ‘of Senegal and Goree,*in the face of the Pro-

clamation, which it appears had been issued By. the French Governor; prohibit-
ing the trade; and I am to desire, that yout Excellency will make a suitable

communication on the subject to the Duke de Richelieu, requesting him to.
move the French Government totake ‘the‘necessary steps, to the end that the

order issued by HisMost ChristianMajesty in those colonies to discontinué

this traffic, be duly respected.

L have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

To His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.
Sc. Se. §e

No. 12. e.

Viscount Castlereagh, to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. §c.

Sir, Foreign Office, 8thNovember, 1817.

I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency, for the information of
the French Government, copy of a communication received ftom the Colonial

Department, stating the seizure of several Slave ships by His Majesty’s
cruizers in the Indian seas.

You will acquaint the Duke de Richelieu that this Government do not
doubt, that the new Governor appointed to the Isle de Bourbon, will adopt the
most effectual measures to put a stop to this illicit traffic, wherever the influ-

ence of his Government may extend.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B,
Sc Se. &e.

Ooaa

(Inclosure 1 in No. 12, ¢.)

Sir, Downing Street, 4th Noo. 1817.

I am directed by Lord Bathurst to transmit to you,: for the information

of Lord Viscount Castlereagh, the accompanying copy of a despatch, which -
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has been received from the Governor of the Mauritius, stating, that his Ma.
jesty’s ships on that station have seized several Slave vessels.

I have the honourto be, &c.

| a (Signed) HENRY-GOULBURN.Wiliam Hainilon, Exq.
Se Fe. Se.

 

CInclosure 2 in ‘No. 12, ¢.)

MyLord, Port Louis, Mauritius, 4th July, 1817,

I have the honor to state to'your Lordship, that the vessels named in themargin have been seized, at the dates mentioned, by His Majesty’svessels onthis station.
._ Ihave also to inform your Lordship, that the L?Espoir schooner, underArab colours, with eighty-five negroes on board, bound to Bourbon, has alsobeen seized: at Foul Point in Madagascar, by the acting agent resident there,Liéutenant Page, deputed by me'under the abolition Act of May 1811.

These vessels and negroes are atpresent. under trial in the InstaneeCourt of Vice-Admiralty; and. the British subjects, who may have been con-cerned in these illicit practices, have been secured and handed over for punish-ment to the SpecialCourt ofVice-Admiralty, for trial of offences committedat sea.
I have the honor to be, &c.

To the Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst,
Sc. §e. Se.

R. F. FARQUHAR.

Marie Louise, English Colours, 11 Negroes, seized 11th March, 817.
Heloise, Schooner, French Colours, ‘85Negroes, seized 20th June, 1817,

 

No. 138, -c.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency the Marquisd’Osmond, 8e..§e. Se,
Foreign Office, January 24, 1818.

Lord Castlereagh, in pursuance of his assurance to that effect, has the honor toencloseto the Marquis d’Osmond, such information as he has hitherto been énabled to procure, relativeto the unfortunate renewal of the Slave Trade on the coast of Africa, North of the Line, andespecially in the vicinity of Senegal and Goree, since those -possessions have been restored toFrance.
The solicitude which his Excellency has evinced on the part of his Government toobtain every possible information on this subject, satisfies Lord Castlereagh, that His MostChristian Majesty’s Government, will lose no time in applying an effectual remedy to this evil.Lord Castlereagh forbears for the present to ‘refer to the Conventional regulations which heconceives to be necessary on the part of the several powers for the effectual suppression of theflicit traffick in slaves. “He will, in this instance, confine himself to calling His Excellency’sattention to the doubt which exists, in the judgment of the highest law authorities, whetherthe trading in slaves on the’ part of French subjects is illegal, as the law now stands in France:Lord Castlereagh is persuaded that in abolishing the Slave Trade, the King’s intention was notmerely to prohibit the import of slaves into His Majesty’s colonies or possessions, but-to render
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SieveTrading on the part ofhissubjects, not only an illegal act, but an offence, to besui

eoished ;_ an omission,ifsuch it shallprove to be,which]Lord Castlereagh ivatisedwil be
‘hosooner known than remedied by His Most Christian Majesty’s Government.

| 7 Signed)
To His Excellency the Morgui © Ormond, (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

Cc. » §e.

 

CInclosure in No.1, €.)

Bemorandum on the Contraband Slave Trade, since the restoration ofSenegal
and Goree to France.

The colonies of Senegal and Goree were restored to France in January, 1817 ; on the
ahhof March General Mac Carthy, the Governor of Sierra Leone, writes to Lord Bathurst
as‘follows :—

‘67 have the honour ofinclosing herewith for your information, a letterI have received
this instant from Mr. Boocock*; I am much concerned to state, that his statement is strongly
corroborated by the reports I have received from several persons upon whom I can place great
reliance.

“‘ The Slave Trade had not only been entirely abandoned by the whole of the native
‘merchants at Senegal and Goree, but they had turned their industry to more honourable means
of earning their living, and I have no doubt but one or two years of a similar conduct to that
followed by Colonel Maxwell, myself and my successor, would have been sufficient to form
the opinion of the respectable inhabitants, and render in their eyes such a traffick despicable and

aterul.

 

‘Copy of a. Letterfrom Mr. Boocock to His Excellency Governor Mae Carthy,
inclosed in thepreceeding. _

5 Sierra Leone, 18th Marck 1817.

it,

Being so well aware of your Excellency’s eamest desire entirely to root out the Slave
Trade on the Windward coast of Africa, 1 feel it a duty to communicate somie circumstances ~
relative to its recommencement, which came to my knowledge during my late mission to Se-
negal and Goree; and which appear to me to be important, inasmuch as they prove that the
traffick which the Government of His Britannic Majesty is so anxious to abolish, will be car-
ried on to a very considerable extent from the settlements lately ceded to Fiance, unless, by being
brought to the notice of His Majesty’s Ministers through your Excellency, measures are taken
to prevent the inhabitants of these islands from carrying on a trade which was so effectually
abolished during the time the British had possession of them.

During my stay-at Senegal, I -heard it very publicly spoken of that a brig, commanded
‘by a Monsieur Dupin, was waiting there to receive a cargo of slaves to be furnished to an
‘inhabitant by a Frayar prince (Omar) who only remained until we quitted the colony, to con-
clude the bargain with Mons. Laborie. This the Moor made no scruple in openly avowing.

, But the point of the trade being carried on toa considerable extent at Goree came more
particularly within my own knowledge, as I was an eye-witness to some of the transactions ;

‘Lhappened to be on the mainland on the 25th February, when I saw a schooner under Spanish

colours anchor in the roads of Goree; she pretended to have touched there to procure wood
andwater ; ‘her wants were supplied; she weighed the next evening, stood round the north

point of the island, after dark bore up again and anchored below Rufick, just out of sight of

Goree. On the night of the 27th February, a small schooner caine from Goree with several of
the inhabitants, took in a number of very young boys and girls at Battail (near Bao), and pro-

ceeded immediately to the Spanish schooner, and such expedition was used that the vessel with

-130 slaves was dispatched on the 3d of March. A second schooner, also under Spanish co-
‘lours, was observed to be there at the same time by a master of a vessel coming from the
Gambia, and no doubt had a similar object in-view; toparticularise the names of the native

inhabitants engaged would be superfluous ; in fact I am clearly of opinion that every one has

‘either a greater or a lesser share. Nothing can be more conclusive upon this point than al-

“most every mulatto:man livingatGoree being on themainland during the time the vessels were
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below Rafick, and the few who remained only blamed theothersfor proceeding tooopen! in
~ an affair, which, if conducted with caution, would soon enrich the whole ; indeed so-anxious

‘were-they to commence thata vessel with 20 slaves was dispatched from the Coast a short
time betore the French flag was hoisted, and the persons éngaged in sending them of an!
escaped being brought to justice, by repyaining on the mainland where they could not bearrested,
yet these men returned to Gorec two days afier Onr troops had withdrawn. ,

A Spanish brigfrom‘l'eneriffe, commanded by a Senhor Joyé Domingos (who, I un-

derstand; had been twice captured in slave vessels) had heen in Goree for aconsiderable time -
he hada small cargo of wine which he was so anxious to sell, that he offered me the whole at
twenty pounds sterling per pipe. The fact is, he eame merely on a voyage of discovery, as it
may be termed, to ascertain the possibility of obtaining slaves, but when he found his ultimate
object might be fulfilled at once, he would have made any sacrifice to have procured cash or
merchandize which could have been exchanged for them, as the dealers could not land their
wine at Goree, and it would have been useless among the Juloffs. : Ot

I need not fora moment call to your Excellency’s notice, the sensation and extraordinary
activity this success in a trafic where the profits are so enormous will call forth, not only in
‘Teneriffe, where many slave vessels are fitted out, but particularly in the ports of the Havannah,
the present grand emporium of this illicit and hateful commerce; neither need I allude in the
most remote manner to the injury, nay, I might almost say, the total annihilation of the good
effects which have been produced in the countrics adjacent to Senegal and Goree, by. the
Slave Trade abolition. ‘These poiats wiil immediately obtrude themselves most forcibly upon
our Excellency’s imagination, who, during your residence in the colonies lately cey 5 § BY y ceded to

‘France, had so much at heart and so successtully exerted yourself to forward in that part of
Africa the generous views of the British Government, in civilizing and ameliorating the con-
dition of the inhabitants of this vast continent; and J am sure your Excellency will enter into
the feelings with which I observed the black population of Gorce diminished, at least one third,

’ within the short period of my late absence.
I would beg leave to impress upon the mind of your Excellency, that these transactions

did not take place as it were in secret, but were the public topic of conversation in both the
settlements; and after the Proclamation of the French Governor, prohibiting the trade, I cannot
but express inGnite surprise at the boldness and impunity with which it has been carried on.

I have the honor, &c.

- (Signed) -H. BOOCOCK, Assist. Com.-Gen.
To His Excel'ency Governor Mac Carthy,

&e. &e. ke.

 

On the 11th of ‘June, 1817, General Mac Carthy again writes to Lord Bathurst, as
follows:

. - oy. .

I feel it a most painful part of my duty to state to your Lordship, that from correct
‘information I have obtained from different quarters, there appears to be at present a greater
number of vessels employed in the traffic in slaves, to the north of the line, than at any period
prior.to the abolition by America, Great Britain, Holland, France, and Portugal. This trafhe
is chiefly carried on under Spauish flags; but I am thoroughly convinced, from reports upon
which I can place reliance, that the greater number of vessels so employed, are the property of
Americans, Portuguese, and French.

The renewal of such a trade is of course attended with the total loss of the benefits
expected to be derived from the abolition. [t not only turns the minds of the natives from
peaceful habits of industry, to rapine and plunder, and has actually created a famine a short
distance to leeward of us, and raised the price of provisions here; but, unless some steps can be
.adopted to put a stop to such a scourge, the fair merchants in the African trademust inevitably
be ruined, as they cannot bear competition with the Slave Dealers. ;

It is a most lamentable fact, that although to the north of this place (except Bissagos)
the Inhabitants had for some years past been radually turning their attention to other pursuits,
they now appear as anxious as ever they may Fave been, to return to the Slave Trade. I have
made many enquiries, and I have found from the unanimous report of the masters of merchant
vessels employed on this coast, that they have made bad voyages, a circumstance they all
attribute to the coast being infested with Slave Purchasers; for the natives will not be at the
trouble of procuring any articles of exchange for European produce, when they can do it
more easily with men. ,
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On the othof June, 1817, Gen. Mac‘Carthy again addresses Lord Bathurst, as follows:
‘Referring to my letter of the 18th March, transmitting a letter of Assistant-Deputy

«Commissary-GeneralBoocock, on the subject of the traffic in slaves, carried on by the inhabi-
tants ofSenegal and-Goree, immediately after the restitutionof those settlements to the Crown
of France ; I have the honor of forwarding herewith .inclosed copies-of the letters I conceived
it my duty to write to Colonel Schmaltz, commanding His Most Christian Majesty’s forces,
cand Administrator -of Senegal, and of his answer which I received this day. It.will appear
to your Lordship, that, although the Colonel positively contradicts the correctness of my in .
information, as far as relates to Senegal, yet he seems to admits its veracity as to the inhabit-
.ants of Goree. I sincerely hope-the steps he.mentions.as having adopted, will have.the desired
effect.

‘General Mac Carthy toColonel Schmaltz, inclosed.in thepreceding, 12th April, 1817.

Sir, ,
_  Tshould consider myself as betraying the cause‘in which our respective Governments

shave ‘taken so honorable a part, and:departing from that friendly and confidential intercourse
‘which it is my wish to cultivate with your Excellency, were I not to inform you, that it has
-been reported to me, from various quarters, that, in defiance of your proclamation, the traffic
in Slaves was intended, and actually has been carried on to a considerable amount, at or near
Senegal, and more particularly at Rufick, by inhabitants of Goree.

The instances particularly mentioned to me, are those of a vessel commanded by a
M. Dupin, who was to be provided with Slaves by a M. Laborie, and these to be obtained
by the means of Omar, a Moorish chief.

The following were given as facts:—-That on the 25th of February last, a schooner,
‘under Spanish colours, anchored in the roads of Goree; that she weighed the next evening,
-anchored below Rufick; that on.the 17th a small schooner, from Goree, with several inha-
-bitants, took a number of young boys and girls to Battail, (near Bao) and proceeded to the
Spanish schooner, and that such expedition was-used, ‘that the vessel, with 150 Slaves, was
despatched on the 3d of March. ‘That a Spanish schooner was-observed to be there at the
same time, and no doubt fora similar object.

It is stated that nearly. the whole of theinhabitants have been sharers in these specula-
tions,

I have meely to add, that from the high respectI entertain for your Excellency’s cha-
racter, I am most fully convinced that you will adopt effectual means to prevent such
nefarious couduct in future.

Please to.accept the assurances, &c.
(Signed) G. MAC CARTHY.

His Excellency Colonel Schmaltz,
‘&c. &e. &e. ,

‘Colonel Schmaltz to General Mac Carthy, ‘inclosed in the preceding.

‘Monsieur, St. Louis, le 16 Juin, 1817.

Je remercie Votre Excellence de l’avis qu’elle a bien voulu me transmettre par la
lettre qu’elle in’a fait ’honneur de m’adresser le 12 Avril dernier ; je la prie de croire que je
tendrai toujours’ l’honneur de prendre toutes les mesures qui seront 4 ma disposition pour
empécher qu’il soit fait aux traités aucune infraction de la nature de celle qu’elle me dénonce.

‘ Les indications qui lui ont été dopnées relativement au batiment commandé par M.
Dupin sont entiérement fausses,-ce navire est sorti du Sénégal avec un plein chargement de
Gomme, -et trés certainement a fuit voile directement pour France.

Quant a l’affaire de Gorée je ne puis en parler avec autant de. certitude; il serait fort
possible que dans les premiers momens de la reprise de possession, et avant qu’on ait pu établir
Jes moyens de surveillance & de repression necessaires, les habitans, aient concoura a la spe-

culation dont vous me parlez.
Ce qui m’a paru le plus propre 4 couper court 4 de semblables opérations, a été d’envoyer

la corvette du Roi La Bayadére mouiller sur la rade de Gorée; autant qu’il me sera possible
7 entretiendrai un stationnaire.

Agréecz, je vous prie, mes sentimens, &c.
(Signé) J. SCHMALTZ,

‘Son Excellence le Col.MacCarthy,
Se. &e. &e.
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(Translation.)
St. Louis, June 16, 18¥7,

ir
Sit, . F thank your Excellency for the intelligence which you have been so good as to
convey to me in the letter you did me the honor of addressing to me on the 12th April
last. Be assured that I shall consider myself always as in honour bound to take every
measure in my power for preventing the Treaties te be infringed uponin the manner you
allude to.

The information which you have received concerning the vessel commanded by
Mr. Dupin, is totally ungrounded ; for she left Senegal with a full cargo of gum, was
examined previous to her departure, and sailed, without the least doubt, for France.
direct.

Of the occurrence at Goree, Iam unable to speak with the same certainty. Upon
the settlement being recovered, itis very possible, that during the first moments, and before
it was practicable to take the necessary steps for establishing a system calculated to watchover,
and keep in check the practices of the inhabitants, who are known to have always been de.
termined smugglers, they may have hada hand in the speculation which you mention, and of
which you assure me, Mr. Martin Tournangeau was most likely the primum mobile.

Nothing has appeared to me more proper for putting a stop to any future attempts of
that description, than to station the King’s Schooner, La Bayadére in the Goree Road; and
I shall use every endeavour to keep a vessel there constantly.

Accept, &c.
(Signed) J. SCHMALTZ.

On the 30th September, 18tt, Mr. M. Forster, of Bishopsgate-street, states to Lord
Bathurst that his brother, Mr. W. Forster, is just arrived from the coast of Africa, and com-
municates the following intelligence. He left Goree and Senegal about the latter end ofJuly:

“* At Goree and Senegal the Slave Trade is reviving under the French in a surprising
and serious manner; I saw many slaves confined in the yards of the merchants’premises
at Goree, and while lying off Senegal, a vessel came out with two hundred and forty slaves
on board, and passed close by a French vessel of war unmolested.

“In short, I think that unless something is done to check the Trade in Slaves, and
particularly to induce the French not to give encouragement to it, there will shortly be a
serious outcry on the subject, from the manner in which it will gain strength: indeed the
Moors, finding the French favour it, have already gone to war fcr slaves, to procure what
under the English Government, they used to purchase with gum, &c.”’

In November 1817, a Memorial of the principal Merchants and Traders on the coast
of Africa between Cape Blanco and Sierra Leone to Lord Bathurst, represents as follows:

“¢ Your Memorialists beg to assure your Lordship, from their own personal observation
(having just arrived from Senegal and Gorec), that the Slave Trade has again visited the coast
in the neighbourhood of these settlements in its worst and most odious shape ; of this they can
give your Lordship incontestible proof, as they have witnessed the sailing of the slave vessels ;
Already the native Chiefs have turned their attention to the collection of slaves, and abandoned
that of produce, and the consequences to the civilization and trade of the coast must prove
fatal, nay, in a great measure may the failure of the expedition to the interior be ascribed to
the revival of this execrable trafick: With pain have your Memorialists witnessed all the
labours of philanthropy, the work of ten years, undone in as many weeks.’’

foll In a further Memorial dated 7th December, the same Gentlemen stated to Lord Bathurst
as follows :

“« We hiave further to call your Lordship’s most serious attention to the unreserved and
melancholy encouragement which the French are now giving to the Slave Trade since their
return to the coast, and more paiticularly at, and in the neighbourhood of Goree,a settle-
‘ment which they well know, since our occupation of St. Mary’s, is chiefly useful to them for
the purposes ofthis execrable traffic, for which its vicinity to the mainland, to Zoal, to the
rivers Salum and Gambia, renders it particularly convenient.

“ Already has the conduct of the French unhinged the minds and changed the habits of
the natives, by turning their attention from the collection of produce to the less laborious taskof Slave Trading, from which they had been entirely weaned by the efforts of English philan-
thropy, and an intercourse with the English traders, and thus while the civilization of the
natives has received a fatal check, an impulse has been given to the Slave Trade on this partof the coast, which threatens a return of the whole train of evils attendant on that horrid

ic.
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We begagain to assure your Lordship that -these statements are by no means exag-
gerated, and to refer your Lorrship to any disinterested individual, recently from that part of
‘the coast, for a confirmation of them.

On the 7th of January 1818, Mr. Harrison, Secretary to the African Institution in-this-country, writes to Lord Bathurst as follows:
«I have the honor of enclosing to your Lordship some information recently received

‘by one of the Directors of this Institution respecting the French Slave Trade, and beg leave to
‘represent the extreme importance ofsome steps being taken to repress such enormous evils.

Ihave the honor, &c. (Signed) THOMAS HARRISON, Sec. A. I.

A LetterfromaGentleman.at St. Louis, Senegal, to one of the Directors of the
African Institution, enclosed in.thepreceding, and dated 8th November, 1817.

‘Sir
” Inthe absence of my partner, who left this-for England in August last, Thad the ho-

‘nor to receive your letter to him of the 20th June, and I shall avail myself of the present occa-
sion to forward it to him.

I presume he has done himself the honor of waiting on you ere this, and given you
-every information in his power respecting this part of the Coast, which I lament to state has
-been thrown into the most deplorable condition by the renewal of the Slave Trade, since the
cession of the settlement to France: to give you an idea of the extent to which this traffic has
been carried on, 1 need only mention that four French vessels have been loaded here, their.car-
goes averaging, by thebest information I can obtain, about 160 slaves each ; and there are two
‘schooners now in the river waiting for their cargoes which they have contracted for. Asa
‘simple statement of this kind may not be satisfactory, I subjoinalist of the vessels, and the
ports to which they belong. The consequence of this renewed traffic, after the quietude
which the country has enjoyed for several years past, may be easil supposed ; personal liberty
-is again at an end; the natives are armed against one another, and.the great demand for Slaves
has renewed wars in the interior, and even in the vicinity of this place, in order to obtain them;
and I regret to say there is too good reason to presume, that the Slave Traders in the settlement.
provide them with arms and ammunition, for this purpose; besides which, the Moorish
tribes, who occupy the northern banks of the river, have been actively employed ravaging the

black villages; and it is to be attributed to the great number of natives captured by them, that
‘so many vessels have obtained their cargoes with such dispatch; for I am well informed, that
‘so great a number were never exported from this settlement in so shorta time in any former
period. Itmust no doubt surprise you, as it does me and the few English who remain in the
‘settlement, that after the solemn manner the French Government engaged to abolish the trade,
it should be carried on here so openly without the interruption from the authorities, who
cannot be ignorant of it, but evidently shut their eyes: indeed, Imay safely say, it is winked
at by those in power ; and the misery of the poor victims is increased by the shallow precau-
tion which is used, of not embarking them in the river, (where the vessels remain several
weeks publicly fitting out, and taking on board water and provisions) but they are sent in
canoes over a most dangerous surf, by which I understand several have lost their lives before
reaching the vessel.

I trust that the desire for information expressed in your letter to my friend, and your
known zeal for the welfare of the distressed Africans, will apologize to you for the liberty I
have taken of replying to you in this manner ; and I cannot conclude without expressing to you
‘my fears, that it will require all the exertions of the friends of Africa, for many years to come,
‘toregain for it that tranquillity which it has lost within these few months, by the scenes of
horror that have been acted here.

Assuring you that I shall be at all times happy to afford you every information in my
power,

‘Tam, &e.

List ofvesselsloaded with slaves at Senegal between the 25th January, when the settle-
‘ment was delivered to France, and the 8th November, 1817.

Schooner-—“« La Reine and Caroline,”’ of Nantz.
Brig—* Elisee”’ or Eliza, of Bourdeaux.
Schooner—* Astrée,”” of Nantz.
Ditto—* Sylph,””: ditto.

Vessels remaining in the river Senegal for slaves, 8th November, 1817,
Schooner—* Elisée,’’ of Bourdeaux,
-Ditto=—* Zephyr,” of Martinique.
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transaction are not more circumstanti

28

‘No. 14, c.

Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to his Excellency the Marquis
d’ Osmond, &c. ’

foreign Office, January 24th, 1818,
Monsieur Le Marquis, :

I am directed by Lord Castlereagh to communicate thus
privately to your Excellency, a printed copy of the late decision of

the High Court of Admiralty here, in the case of the French ship
Louis, in allusion to the paragraph in. his official note to your Excel-
lency of this day, where he notices the doubts existing as to the
French Law respecting the Trade in Slaves as it now stands,

I have, &c.

(Signed) J. PLANTA, Jun.

His Excellency the Marquis d’Osmond,
&e. &e. §&e.

 

 

CInclosure in No. 14, ¢.)

Copy of the Judgment delivered by the Judge of the High
Court of Admiralty, in the case of the French ship Le
Lows, December 15, 1817; as wt appeared in one of the
Morning Papers of December, 1817.

This ship was taken off Cape Mesurada, on the coast of Africa,
on the 11th March, 1816, by an English colonial armed vessel, after a
severe engagement, which followed an attempt to escape. The Court
has found occasion to lament, that the particulars of this melancholy

ally brought to its notice. For
in the mass of matter with which these proceedings are clogged
(matter which can have no application whatever to any question that
could possibly be expected to arise in the case,) no information is dis-
tinctly conveyed to the Court, what preliminaries led to this unfor-
tunate conflict; in which no fewer than twelve lives were lost on the
British side, and three on the other, and in which several persons on
both sides were wounded. The Court is left to infer from the general
course of the transaction, that it originated in a demand to visit and
search the vessel, on a suspicion of her being a slave-trader, and ina
resistance to that demand, the demand and the resistance being main-
tained to the length of producing the calamitous event which I have
described.

The ship séized was in appearance and in fact a French ship,
admitted both in the plea and argument to be so, unquestionably owned
and navigated by Frenchmen,originally, indeed, built in America, and
having been for a short time in British possession, which had -ceased.
She is immediately proceeded against: in- the Vice Admiralty Court,
at Sierra Leone (whither she ‘had been carried,) as a French
ship violating French law, by the intention of purchasing slaves for
the purpose of carrying them to her port in Martinique. There are



some words in the libel, whichcertainly can have no Consistent mean-~
ing in the sentence in which they stand, but which, if they have any
meaning at all, seem to intimate vaguely and unintelligibly an owner-
ship somewhere else than in French subjects. ‘Not ing, however,
appears that at all excites a suspicion, that she is not, what,she ‘is
treated as being by the parties and by the Court, a French ship. © For
the mere circumstance of her having had English as well as other
colours on board, cannot, in the known practice of merchant vessels,
excite any such suspicion. After the admission which has been made,
that she had a contingent intention at least of trading in slaves, as well
as other commodities, if a convenient op ortunity should offer, I feel it
not requisite to enter into the detail of the many circumstances which »
compel that admission. The number of iron manacles on board, the ‘
construction of the platforms, the magnitude of the coppers, the quan-
tity and quality of the provisions in store, the negociations with the
natives at Mesurada, the mysterious passages which eccur in the cor- _
respondence between the owners, all tend one way to shew a con-
tingent,or rather a predominant intention so to trade; and this being
admitted, the Court will not deem itself guilty of any injustice in-
holding, that the legal question is the same as if the intention were:
single and absolute ; for I have little doubt but thatthe contingency
would have happened, and the opportunity would have offered, and-
would have been used. - .

At Sierra proceedings were commenced, which ledto the first
condemnation of the ship and cargo. Much argument has been em-
ployed to controvert the jurisdiction of the Court upon the point of.

ocality, which I do not think it necessary to examine for the determi-
nation of the present cause. I will suppose the jurisdiction to be duly
founded, as far ar the matter of locality is concerned, and consider only.
whether the sentence can be sustained, giving the authority which
pronounced it the benefit of a supposed indisputable jurisdiction, ,

Atthe outset of the proceedings the seizor describes himself as
commissioned to make captures. It certainly appeared to be a sin-
gular commission, that authorized him to make captures in time of
peace ; and it was, therefore, not an unnatural curiosity on the part of
the Court to desire to see it. The Commission, after repeated requi-
sitions, has been at last brought in, at a time extremely inconvenient
for the purpose of any careful examination by the Court, if that were
necessary. It may, however, be sufficient to state, that this Commis-
sion professes to be issued by the Governor of Sierra Leone, on the
25th of January, 1816; to be founded on the Slave Trade. Act, 51
Geo. III, and to authorize the Commander to seize all ships and
vessels offending against that Act, or any other Act abolishing the
Slave Trade; and after stating these facts to observe, that neither this
British Act of Parliament nor any Commission founded on it can
affect any right or interest of foreigners, unless they are founded upon
principles and impose regulations that are consistent with the law of
nations. That is the only law which Great Britain can apply to them ;.
and the generality cf any terms employed in an Act of Parliament
must be narrowed in construction by a -religious adherence thereto.
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Upon the.cquyae. of the “pépcepding in the Couttof Sicirs
Leone, after the manner in whichtheyhavebeenadverted to in argu.
niont, I should desertmy duty if 1did notmake. sonre rématk, without
meaning at all to depart from that-tenderiiess which is usually shewn
tomere formalitiesin thepracticéofVice-Admiralty Courts.” I have
no doubt but that the Gentleman under whose-cognizance these pro.
ceedings passed, carried out with himi, among many other laudable
qualities,a.proper zeal for the laudable purposes ofthe establishment.

of Sierra:Leone; and I have as little doubt that he possessseda.still

higher veal for his own immediate and [pramount duty, the correct

and equal administration of justice to ] parties who might come

beforé him. But-.it is impossible to deny that there occur in ‘these

proccedings incongruities, arising (as if it should seem),from inatten.

tion somewhere, not only to the common forms of law, but to- the
rational principles on which they are founded. What was the natural
as well as the egal course? Surely simple and obvious enough : for
the Proctor, after lodging in the registry all the papers found on board,
and citing by monition the party to appear, to give a libel (answerin
to the bill of indictment in criminal cases), stating the facts imputed
and the law that is charged to be violated, and praying the examina-
tion of his witnesses thereon, and the judgment of the Court upon
the effect of the documents and testimony so produced. -The party
charged has a right to give his claim, stating the facts by which he
undertakes to discharge himself from all legal censure, and to pro-
duce his witnesses thereon. Upon the result of the whole evidence
so furnished, and of proper special interrogatories administered under
the immediate authority of the Judge, the Court should pronounce its
judgment. Whatis done here? In the first place the Prize Inter-
rogatories calculated for the transactions of war are, instantly on bring-
ing in, applied to this transaction, which, however, denominated a

_capture, and with whatever fatal violence accompanied, is in truth a

transaction of peace. Then special interrogatories are administered,

non constat by what authority, some of them certainly not very fairl
addressed to the persons from whom the answers are to be exiracted,
It is in this late stage of the proceeding that the prosecutor brings
forth his libel or charge, in which he tells the Judge (whose exclusive
province it is to decide on the sufficiency of the proofs), that “ the
case is incontestably proved, both in Jaw and in fact :’” the law al-
ledged being, that the Slave Trade is prohibited, both by treaty and
by the. internal law of France; and facts charged being, that the
party was trading in Slaves, and resisted search. In the same bene-
volent view of saving the Judge the entire trouble of performing his
duty, the prosecutor informs him, that “there is no doubt of the sins
being fitted out for the Slave Trade,” and that the evidence of the

Master is all evasive; and prays a commission of inspection, to as-
certain the fact of which he had just before told him that no doubt
whatever existed, and then, without a single witness examined upon
the libel, without the smallest evidence produced of the foreign Jaw
the Judge, having properly reduced the six counts of the libel to
two, pronounces the ship to be a French ship, employed illegally (that
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is, azainst.the French Jaw),in theSlave Trade; second] , that she re-eed|by.forcethe legal archof the’ King'sertizers and that énpoth:accopnta herself and cargo pre to ‘be confiscated. There is, I
think, considerable difficulty in vindipatingfhe ¢cproceedings, except npon the supposition,that ersons.charged with a
concern in so. odious.a traffic, are instantlyto’ have’a caput lupinum
placed.upon their shoulders, andare not entitledto the ordinary forms
andmeasures of Justice. However, without pressing further observa-
tions upon theproceedingswhich have léd' to judgment, I hasten to
the more important task of considering the propriety of the judgment
itself; having just stated that the grounds are two—one, this was a
French ship, intentionall employed in the African Slave Trade;
the other, that she resisted by force the King of England’s commis-
sioned cruiser. -

. Assuming the fact which is indistinctly ‘proved, that there was
a demand, and a resistance producing the deplorable result here mani-
fest, I think that the natural order of things compels me to inquire,
first, whether the party, who demanded, had a right to search ; for if
not, then not only was the resistance to it lawful, but likewise the very
fact on which the other ground of condemnation rests is totally
removed. For.ifno right to visit and search, then no ulterior right of
seizing, and bringing in, and proceeding to adjudication: and it is in
the course ef those proceedings alone, that the facts areproduced, that
she is a French ship trading in slaves: and if these facts are made
known to the seizor by his own unwarranted acts, he cannot avail
himself of discoveries thus unlawfully produced, nor take advantage of
the consequences of his own wrong. Supposing, however, that it
should appear that he had a right to visit and search, and therefore to
avail himself of all the information he so acquired, the question would
then be, whether that information has established all the necessary
facts? The first is, that this was a French ship intentionally em-
ployed in the Slave Trade, which I have already intimated appears to
re sufficiently shewn. The second is, that such a trading is a contra-
vention of the French law; for it has been repeatedly admitted that
the Court, in order to support this sentence ofcondemnation, must
have the foundation of the trade being prohibited by the law of the
country to which the party belongs. .

Upon the first question, whether the right of search exists in
time of peace, I have to observe, that two principles of public law are
generally recognised as fundamental. One is the perfect equality and
entire independence of all distinct States. Relative magnitude creates
ho distinction of right; relative imbecility, whether permanent ox
casual, gives no additional right to the more powerful neighbour; and
any advantage, seized upon that ground, is mere usurpation. This
is the great foundation of public law, which it mainly concerns the
peace of mankind, both in their political and private capacities, to pre-
serve inviolate. The second is, that all nations being equal, all have
‘an equal right to an uninterrupted use of the unappropriated parts of
the ocean for their ewn convenience. In places where no local
authority exists, where the subjects of all States meet upon an equal

thie ‘Corréctpess: of these
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footing of entire equalityand independence, no one State, or any of its
subjects has'a right to assume or exercise authority over the subjects
of another... I can. find no authority, that gives the right of interrup.
tion to the navigation of States in amity upon the high seas, excepting
that which the rights of war give to both belligerents against neutrals,
This right, incommodious as its exercise most undoubtedlyisto those
who are subjected to it, has been fully established, though not without
controversy, frequently renewed, in the legal ‘practice of nations—
having for its foundation the necessities of self-defence, in preventing
the enemy from being supplied with the instruments ofwar, or from
having his means of annoyance augmented by. the advantages of
maritime commerce. Against the property of his enemy each belli-:
erent has the extreme rights of war. ‘Against that ofneutrals, the
riends of both, each has the right of visitation and search,and of pur-
suing an inquiry, whether they are employed in the service o his
enemy, the right being subject, in almost all cases of an in uiry”
wrongfully pursued, to a compensation in costs and damages. — Wit
professedpirates there is no state of peace. They are the enemies of
every country, and at all times; and therefore are universally subject
to the extreme rights of war. An ancient authority, the Laws of
Oleron, composed at the time of the Crusades, and as some supposed.
by an eminent leader in those expeditions, our own Richard I. repre-:
sents infidels as equally subject to those rights; but this rests uponthe,
ground ofnotions long ago exploded, that such persons could haveno
fellowship, no peaceful communion with the faithful; and upon ‘the
ground of fact ‘that they were for many centuries engaged in real

ostilities with the Christian States. Another long since exploded
practice was, that of Princes granting private letters of marqué.
against the subjects of Powers in amity, by whom they had been
injured, without being able to obtain redress from the Sovereign or
Tribunals of that country. But at present, under the law, as now
generally understood and practised, no nation can exercise a right of
visitation and search upon the common and unappropriated parts of the
sea, save only in abelligerent claim. If it be asked, why the right of
search does not exist in the time of peace, as well as in war? the
answer is prompt: that it has not the same foundation on which alone
it- is tolerated in war—the- necessities of self-defence. They intro-
duced it in war; and practice has established it. No such necessities
have introduced it in time of peace, and no practice has establishedit.
{tis true, that wild claims (alluded to in the argument) have been occa-

sionally set up by nations, particularly those of Spain and Portugal,
ast and. West Indian seas: but these are daims of a nature

quite foreign to the present question, being claims not of a general
rightof visitation and search upon the high seas, unappropriated, but
extravagant claims to the appropriation of particular seas, founded
upon some grants of a pretended authority, or upon some ancient ex-
clusive usurpation. Upon a principle much more just in itself and
more temperately applied, Maritime States have claimed a right of
visitation and inquiry within those parts ofthe ocean adjoining to their
shores, which the common courtesy of nations has, for their mutual
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convenience, allowed ‘to ‘be considered as parts of their dominions

_ for various domestic purposes, and particularly for fiscal or defensive

regulations, more imme iately affecting their safety arid welfare.
FS

Such are our Aoverttg laws, which, within certain limited distances, —

anore or less moderately assigned, subject foreign vessels to such ex-

amination. This has nothing in common with a right of visitation-

and search upon the unappropriated parts of the ocean. -A recent —

Swedish claim ofexamination on the high-seas, though confined to

foreign ships bound to Swedish ports, and accompanied, in a manner

not very consistent or intelligible, with a-disclaimer of all right of
xisitation, was resisted by our Government, as unlawful, and was
finally withdrawn.

The right of visitation being, in this present case, exercised in

time of peace, the question arises, how is it legalized? And looking

to what I have described as the known existing law of nations,

evidenced by all authority and all practice, it must be upon the ground

that thecaptured vessel is to be taken legally as a pirate, or else some —
new ground is to-be assumed, on which the Court may conceive itself

to be authorised to carry this right beyond the limits within which it

thas hitherto been Jegally exercised.
Atis perfectly clear, that this vessel cannot bedeemeda pirate, .

from-any ‘want of national character legally obtained. She is the pro-

perty not of sea rovers, but of French, acknowledged domiciled

subjects. She has a French pass, French register, and all proper

documents, and is an acknowledged portion of the mercantile marine

of that country. If, therefore, the character of a pirate can be im-

pressed upon her, it must be only on the ground of her occupation, as

a slave trader, no other act of piracy being imputed The question

‘then comes to this:—Can the occupation of this French vessel be

legally deemed a piracy? inferring, as it must do, if it be so, all the

pains and penalties of piracy. I must remember, that in discussing this

question, 1 must consider it, not according to any private moral appre-

hensions of my own (if I entertained them ever so sincerely), but as

the law considers it: and, looking atthe question in that direction, I

think it requires no labour of proof to shew, that such an occupation.

cannot be deemed a legal piracy. The very Statute lately passed,

which makes it a transportable offence in any British subject to be

concerned in this trade, affords a decisive provi that it was not liable

to be considered as a piracy, and a capital offence, as it would be in

foreigners as well as British subjects, if it was a viracy at all. In

truth it wants some of the distinguishing features ofthat offence. Itis

not the act of freebooters, enemies of the human race, renouncingevery

country, and ravaging every country in its coasts and. vessels indis-

criminately, and thereby creating an universal terror and alarm ; but

of persons confining their transactions (reprehensible as they may be)

do particular countries, without exciting the slightest apprehension in

others. It is not the act of persons insulting and assaulting coasts

and vessels, against the will of their Governments and the course of

their laws, but of persons resorting thither to carry on atraffic (as it is

there most unfortunately deemed), not only recognised but invited by

the Institutions and Adiinistrations of those barbarous communities.
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But it is unnecessary to pursue this topic further. It hes not been
contended in argument, that the common case of dealing in. slaves
could be deemed a piracy in law. In all the fervor ofopinion which
the agitation of all questions relating to this practice has excited in the
minds of many intelligent persons in this country, no attempt has ever
been thought of, at least with any visible effect, to submit any such
question to thejudgment of the law, by such a prosecution ofany form
instituted in any Court: and no Lawyer, I presume, could be found
hardy enough to maintain, that an indictment for piracy could be sup-
ported by the mere evidence ofa trading in slaves. Be themalignity
of the practice what it-may, it is not that of piracy, in legal consi-
deration. oe

Piracybeing exciuded, the Court has to look for some new and
peculiar ground: and.in the first place, a very extensive ground is
offered to it by the suggestion, which has been strongly pressed, that
this trade, if not the crime of piracy, is nevertheless crime, and that
every nation, and indeed every individual has not only a right, buta
duty, to prevent in every place the commission of crime. It is a sphere
of duty sufficiently large that isthus opened out to communities and to
their members. But to establish the consequence required, it is first
necessary to establish that the right to interpose by force to prevent the
commission of crime, commences not upon the commencement of the
overt act, nor upon the evident approach toward it; but on the bare
surmise, grounded on the mere possibility ; for unless it goes that
length, it will not support the right .of forcible inquiry and search.
What are the proximate circumstances which confer on you the right
of intruding yourself into a foreign ship, over which you have no
authority whatever, or of demanding the .submission of its crew to
your inquiry, whether they mean to deal in the traffic of slaves, not
an your country, but in one with which you have no connexion?
Where is the law that has defined those circumstances, and created that
right under their existence? Secondly, it must be shewn that the act
imputed to the parties is unquesticnably and legally criminal, by the
universal law of nations; fer the right of search claimed makes no
distinctions, and in truth can make none; for till the ship is searched,
it cannot be known whether she belongs to a nation which admits the
act to be criminal, or to one which maintains it to be merely com-
mercial—and I say legally criminal, because neither this Court nor
any other can carry its private apprehensions, independent of law, into
its public judgments on the quality ofactions. It must conform to the
judgment of the law upon that subject; and acting as a Court, it
cannot attribute criminality to an act where the law imputes none. It
must look to the legal standard of morality; and upon a question of
this nature, that standard must be found in the Law of Nations, as fixed
and evidenced by general and ancient, and admitted practice, by
treaties, and by the general tenour of the laws and ordinances and the
formal transactions of civilized States; and looking to those autho-
rities, I find a difficulty in maintaining that the traffic is legally
criminal. Let me not be misunderstood, or misrepresented, as a pro-
fessed apologist for this practice, whenIstate facts which no man can



deny—that personal slavery, arising outofforcible captivity, is coeval
with the -earliest periods of the history of mankind—thatit is found
existing:(and, as far as appears, without reproach) in the earliest and
most authentic records ofthe human race—that it is recommended b
the codes of the most polished nations of antiquity—that underthe
fight of Christianity itself, the possession of persons so acquired has
‘been in every civilized country invested with the character of property,
and secured, as such, by all the protections of law—that solemn
treaties have been framed, and national monopolies eagerly sought, to
facilitate and extend the commerce in this asserted property—and all
this with allthe sanctions of law, public.and municipal, and without
any opposition, except the protests of a few private moralists, little
heard, arid less attended to, in every country, till within.these very few
vyears, in this ‘particular country. ' If the matter rested here, I fear it
svouldhave been deemed a most extravagant assumptionin any Court
of the LawofNations, to pronounce that this practice was prohibited
‘by that law, and was legally criminal. _ But the matter does not rest
there. “Within these few years a considerable change has taken place,
particularly in this country. Formal declarations have been made,
and laws enacted in reprobaticn .of this practice; and pains, ably and
zealously conducted, have been taken to induce other countries. to
follow the example ; but at present with insufficient effect; for there
@renations which adhere to the practice, under al! the encouragement
which their own laws can give it. Whatis the doctrine of Courts of

_ ‘the Law of Nations relatively to them? Why, that their practice is to
be respected; that their slaves, if taken, are to be restored to them;
cand ifnot taken under innocent mistake, to be restored withcosts and
damages. All this, surely, upon the ground that such conduct is no
departure from the Law of Nations; because, if it were, no.such
respect could be allowed to it, upon an exemption of its owa making;
for ne nation can privilege itself to commit a crime against the Law of
‘Nations, by a municipal regulation of its own. And if our under-
standing and :administration of the Law of Nations, be, that every
nation, independently of treaties, hasa legal right to carry on this
traffic, and that the trade carried on under that authority is to be
respected by all tribunals, it is not easy to find any consistent grounds
on which to maintain, that the traffic, accordingto our views of the law,

—is criminal. .
Against the subjects of countries which have issued declarations

‘hostile to the trade, the Courts have not unfairly applied the argu-
mentum ad hominem. At the same time, it is impossible not to feel
{and with concern), that ifthe real understanding of the law, both in
this conntry and others, is to be collected from publicacts, as well as
from public declarations, it will be rather difficult to determine with
‘certainty and precision what that understanding really is; some parts
oftheir systems looking one way, and some another. The notorious
factis,that in the dominionsofthis countryand others, many thousands
of personsareheld as legal property, they and their posterity, upon
no other original title than thatwhich I am new called upon to pro-
ounce a crime—every one of these instances attended with al! the
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‘aggravation that appertains to a long continuation of crime, if crime it be; and.
yet protected by law, with all the securities that can be given to property in its
most respected. forms. Recent Treaties with foreign Powers stipulate for aper.
titted continuance of this traffic to them for a course-ofyears, and in extensive
districts, and without any limitation of the numbers they may export—that is,
according to the argument that has been held, contracts for the commissionof -
crime, without stint, throughout those districts, and during those periods of time!
Tn such a state of law and fact, at home and abroad, it is difficult enoughto ar.
tive at the conclusion, and for this court, representing this country, to notify such
‘conclusion to foreign parties, that in its clear and consistent judgment of the law
‘of Nations, upon this traffic, it is a gross violation of that law.
: _ It is next said, that every country has a right to enforce its own navigation
Jaws: and so it certainly has, so far as it dces not interfere with the rights ofothers,
It has a right to see that its own vessels are duly navigated, but it has no right in.
consequence to visit and search all the apparent vessels of other countries on the
Ahigh seas, in order to institute an inquiry whether they are not in truth British
vesselsviolatingBritish laws. No such right has ever been claimed, nor can jt be
exercised without the oppression of interrupting and harrassing the real and law.
‘ful navigation of other countries ; for the right of search, when it exists at all, is
universal to vessels of all countries, whether they tolerate the Slave Trade cr
not. It is no objectionto say, that British ships may by disguise elude the obli-
gations of British law. ‘The answer of the foreigner is plain, that you have noe
right to provide against that inconvenience, by imposing a burthen upon his naya-
gation. If even the question were reduced to this, that either all British ships
might fraudentlyescape, or all foreign ships be injuriously harrassed, Great Britain
could net claim the option to embrace the latter branch of the alternative. “When
you complain that the regulation cannot be enforced without the exercise of such
a right, the answer again is, that you ought not to make regulations which you
cannot enforce without trespassing on the rights of others. If it were a matter by
which your own safety was affected, the necessities of self-defence might fullyjus-
tify you ; but ina matter in which your own safety is in no degree concerned,you
have no right to prevent the suspected injustice of another, committing an actual
injustice of your own. . ,

The next argument is, that the Legislature must have contemplated the
exercise of this right in time of peace; otherwise they have left the remedy in-—
complete, and peace in Europe will be war in Africa. The Legislature must be
understood to have contemplated all that was within its power, and no more. It
provided for the existing occasion, and left to future wisdom to provide for future
times. Nothing can be more clear than that it was so understood by the British
‘Government ; for the project of the Treaty proposed by Great Britain toFrance,
in 1815,-is, “ that permission should be reciprocally given by each nation to
search and bring in the ships of each other,” and when the permission of neutrals
to have their ships searched is asked at the commencement of a war, it may
then be time enough to admit that the right stands on exactly the same footing
in time of war and in time of peace. The fact turns out to be, that such per-
mission was actually refused by France, upon the express ground, that she would
not tolerate any maritime police to be exercised on her subjects but by herself. .-

It is pressed as a difficulty, what is to be done, if a French ship laden-
with slaves for a French port, is brought in? In answer, without hesitation,
restore the possession which has been unlawfully divested—rescind the illegal
act.done by your own subject, and leave the foreigner to the justice of his.
‘own country. What evil fellows? If the laws of France do not. prohibit,
you-admit that condemnation cannot take place in a British Court. But -
if the law of France be what you contend, what would have followed upoa
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jts arrival at Martinique,- the. ‘pert whither it was.bound?. . That all the
penalties of the French law would havebeenimmediately thundered, upon.it.
If your case be true, there will beno failure of justice. “Why is. the British
Judge to intrude himself tn subsidium juris, when every thing requisite will be
performed in the French Court, in a legal and effectualmanner? Why: is the
British Judge, professing, as he does, to apply the French law, to assume a
jurisdiction and ‘direct. that the ‘penalties shall go to the British Crown and its

ae which that law has, appropriated to the French Crown and its sub-

jects “set . BL
j It is said, andwith just concern, that if notpermitted in time ofpeace

it will be extremely difficult to suppress the traffic. It will be so: and roone

can deny, that the suppression, however disagreeable,-and however sought, jig
attended with great difficulties—difficulties which have baffled the most zeafons

endeavours for many years. To every man it must have beenevidentthat with-
out a general and sincere concurrence of all the maritime States, in the principleand in the proper modes of pursuing it, comparatively but little ofposilivegod

could ‘be acquired; so far at least, as the interests of the victims of this com-
merce were concerned in it: and to every man who looks to the rival claims of. |
these States, to their established habits of trade, to their real or pretended. wants,
totheir different modes of thinking, ard to their real mode ofacting upon this
particular subject, it must be equally evident that such a concurrence was matter
of very difficult attainment. But the difficulty of the attainment will not.legalize
measures that are otherwise illegal. To press forward to a great, principle
bybreaking through every other great principle that stands in the way of its
establishment, te force the way to the liberation of Africa by trampling on
the independence of other States in Europe; in short, to procure an eminent
good by means that are unlawful, is as little consonant to private morality as to
public justice. Obtain the concurrence of other nations, if you can, by applica-
sion, by remonstrance, by example, by every peaceable instrument which man
can employ to attract the consent of man.” But a nation is not justified in.
assuming rights that do not belong to her, merely because she means to apply.

them toa laudable purpose; nor should she set out upon a crusade.of converting
other nations to humanity by acts of unlawful force. Noris it to be argued,
that because other nations prove the ultimate purpose, they must therefore sub-
mit to every measure which any one State or its subjects may inconsiderately
adopt for its attainment. In this very case nothing can be clearer than that the
only French law produced is in direct contradiction to such a notion; because
approving as it does (though toa very limited extent) the abolition, it never-
theless reserves to its own authorities the cognizance of each cause and the appre-
priation of the penalties. .

_ If I felt it necessary to press the consideration farther, it would be by
- atating the gigantic mischiefs which such a claim is likely to produce. It is no
secret, particularlyin this place, that the right of search in time of war, though
unquestionable, is not submitted to without complaints loud and bitter, in spite
of all the modifications that can be applied to it. If this right of war is im
into peace by convention, it will be for the prudence of States to regulate by that
convention the exercise of the right, with all the softenings of which it is capable.
But treaties, it must be remembered,are perishable things, and their obligations
are dissipated by the first hostility. The covenants, however solemn, for the
abolition of the trade, or.for the exercise of modes of prevention, co-exist only
with the relations of amity. At the same time it may be hoped, that so. long as
the treaties exist, and their obligations are sincerely and reciprocally respected, the
exercise of a right, which pro tanto converts a state of peace into a state of war,
may be so conducted as not to excite just irritation. But if it be assumed by
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as
force, and left at large to: operate reeiprocally-zipon the shipsofevery. State: (Sor
it must be a right of all‘against all,) without any other limits as to time, pia
er mode of. enquiry than such as the pradence of particular States may imp
FT leave the tragedy contained in this case to illustrate the effects that are fiked
to arise in the very first stages of the process, without adding to the account whatmust be considered an awful part of it, the perpetual irritation and the universal
hastility which are likely to ensue. " _ mes

Let it however be takenfor the present, that the whole of these Premises
tending toshew that no right of search uponthehigh seas exists in time ofpeace, are either unsound in themselves, or are strained to produce a conclusiop
that it is so. I proceed to inquire how far the French law had actually abolished:
the Slave Trade at the time this adventure occurred; having already observed:
that-if it were not, the sentence of condemnation was admitted ‘to -be unmain_tainable, and that no proof whatever of any French law was produced in theCourt below, either by the exhibition of the law itself or by the information re.ceived fromforeign professors and practisers of that law, or by any thing elsethan the mere assertion of the prosecutor in the libel. What proof is offered isbrought in upon appeal, and the question depends on its sufficiency. The actual.state of the matter, as I collect it from these documents, is this. On the 27thof -July, 1815, the British Minister at Paris‘writes a note to Prince Talleyrand, then:
Minister to the King of France, enciosing a Protocol of the 15thconference, .and expressing a desire on the part of his Court, to be in formed, whether, under
the law of France, as it then stood, it was prohibited to French subjects to carry
on the Slave ‘Trade. The French Minister informs him in answer, on the 30thof July, that the law of the Usurper on that subject was null and void (as wereall his decrees) ; but that his MostChristian Majesty had issued directions, thaton the part of France “the traffic should cease from the present time every:where and for ever.” In what form these directions were issued, or to whom
addressed, does not appear; but upon such authority it must be presumed thatthey were actually issued. It is, however, no violation of the respect due to thatauthority to inquire what was the result or effect of those directions sogiven ?What followed in obedience to them in any public and binding form? “And [fear I em compelled to say, that nothing of the kind followed, and that the di-’rections must have slept in the portfolio of the Minister to. whom they wereaddressed ; for itis, I think, impossible that if any public andauthoritativeordinance had followed, it could have ‘escaped the sleepless attention of many’persons in our own country to all public foreign proceedings upon this interesting’subject. Still less would it have escaped the notice of the British resident’Minister, who, at the distance of a year and a half, is compelled on the part of
his own Court to express a curiosity to know what laws, ordinances, instructions,”and other public and ostensible acts had ssed forthe abolition of the SlaveTrade. On the 30th of Nov. 1815, the British and French’ Ministers declare,
in the Additional Article to the Treaty of that date, that their Governments had’
each in their respective dominions pro! ibited, without restriction, their coloniesand subjects from taking any part whatever in this traffic: That Great Britainhas acted with the optimasides upon this matter, noone can doubt who has
observed the progress either of its domestic laws, or of its foreign negociations,and [ am far from intimating that the Government. of this country did not act’with perfect propriety in accepting such an assurance on the part of France, ascomplete proof ofthe fact.’ But that fact being now denied, hy a person who has’aright to deny it, (for though a subject, he is not bound to acknowledge any.law but what has publicly appeared); and it now being put into course of legal
inquiry, this Court is compelled to demand the common evidence of the fact, the’production of the law. In the sante instrument the French and English Govern--
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nt declare,that weihout lossoftime, they will take the most effsctual iesaures
pen completeand universal abolition of the trade : and reece maustbe
admitted, that Great Britain has run this race:without losséf time, and with a
zealous fidelity to her engagements. :
- The learned Judge here recapitulated the circumstances which we have
before stated, relativeto thie application of the British Ambassador on the 15th
of January 1817, and his receiving thé Ordinance, dated only one week prior
thereto. That Ordinance is not even yet known to exist in a printed form. It
does not by any means satisfy the promises of 1815. It is in substance a mere.
prospective colonial regulation, forbidding the importation of slaves into the
French colonies, but consistently with it, the French may become common carriers
in the Slave Trade for all other'nations. However, if ever so pointed and full,
it could not affect the present expedition, which was undertaken @ twelvemonth
before. As to the Master’s concealment, that cannot prove a law which does not:
exist: and here the old rule forcibly applies—de non apparentibus et non existen-
tibus eadem est ratio. An edict that does not appear, cannot bind the honest
ignorance of the subject. The Usurper’s Edict of Abolition was dead-born; and’
ifany law existed at the time of this transaction, it seems to have been that which
permitted the trade for five years. At any rate, the seizor has undertaken to
prove the existence of a law, in which he has wholly failed.

Upon the whole, therefore, the Court declared, that on both the grounds —
alleged in the sentence, the condemnation was untenable, and must therefore be
reversed; and it consequently restored the ship and cargo: but considering the
question as one that was prime tmpressionis, it did not condemn the seizor in
costs'and damages. ~

 

No. 15, c.

Wis Excellency the Marquis dOsniond to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &e.

Londres ce Janvier 29th, 1818.

. Le Marquis d’Osmonda Vhonteur d’accuser reception’ Lord Castlereagh,
"de la note qu’il lui a adressée le 24 de ce mois, au sujet de quelques exemples de
renouvellement de la Traite qui auroient eu lieu sur les cotes d'Afrique au nord
de la ligne dans le voisinage du Sénégal, et de Pisle de Gorée.

Te Marquis dOsmond s’empressera de porter ces plaintes & la connois-
sance de son Gouvernement, et il a ’honneur d’offrir ici & Son Excellence Lord
Castlereagh l’assurance de sa haute consideration. ,

A son Excellence Lord Castlereagh.

 

(Translation ofNo, 15, ¢.) . .

London 29th January, 1817.

.. The Marquis d’Osmond has the honour to acknowledge to Lord Castle-
reagh the receipt of the note, which his Lordship addressed to him on the 24th
ofthismonth, on the subject of certain instances which had occurred, of the
renewal of the Slave Trade upon the coast of Africa to the north ofthe line, and
in.the neighbourhoodofSenegal and ofthe island of Goree.
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tis Government,. and -hé :has: the honor ‘to present .to his. Excellency. Lord

AD.

The Marquis d’Osmond..will hasten -t0% lay these represéntations.before.
4Castlereagh the assurance ofhis high consideration. |

To Lord. Castlereagh, K.G. |

 

~ ++ Neo. 16, ¢.

Ihs Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, to Viscount Castlereagh,K.G. &e. Sc. dated
Paris, January 29,1818." Received February 1st.

My Lord,
_ _ The active enquiries, which have been set on foot in England, to discover

infraétions of His Most Christian Majesty’s Edict abolishing the Slave Trade,
‘have rendered this Government extremely anxious not to incur any suspicion of
connivance in- the practices on the part of French subjects, which havegiven
room for animadyersion, on the Coast of Africa and in the West Indies,during
the last year. ene

_ > The Duke de Richelieu lately took an opportunity of expressing his hope;
that the difficulties which oppose the endeavors of the French Government to
extirpate this Commerce, will be justly appreciated by HisMajesty's Ministers ;
saying, that he trusted in our good-will to make known to him the abuses which
are said to be encouraged by French agents, and to point out the system which
experience has.shewn is most likely to offer an effectual check to suchproceed.
ings.
8 Ienclose to your Lordship a correspondence recently published in the

Moniteur upon this subject. I assured Mons. de Richelieu, that his motives.
wouldbe duly appreciated by my Court, when. I should report the substance
of his conversation.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
The Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Se. Se. Se.

 

(Inclosure in No. 16, c.)

EXTRAIT vv MONITEUR.

_ Nous avons déja présenté 4 nos lecteursquelques observations sur la
lettre d'unAnglais établi au Sénégal, et publiée dans le Morning Chronicle du
7 Janvier, +. ore oa ee onde rl. Pte Se

- Les lettres suivantes, adressées par Son Excellence.le Ministre de laMa-.
rine au Commaadant du Sénégal,. etaux.Administrateurs des Ports,prouvent
assez, combien. nous etions-fondés 4 révoquer en doute l’exactitude des faits al-
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legués dans leJournalAnglais. Comment supposer en effet, que des instructions
auselpositives naient pas été suivies,-—que. des ordres aussi formels aient été
violés!| © .

Au surplus, Pordonnance du 8 Janvier 1817» insérée au No. 186, du
Bulletin des Lois, avait préscrit la confiscation de tout batiment qui tenterait
dintroduire des Noirs de Traite dans nos colonies, et interdit le capitaine de
tout commandement, s'il était Francais.

En outre les lettres ci-dessous, il a encore été écrit par le Ministre de
ja Marine dans toutes nos colonies, pour recommander la plus stricte exécution
de lordonnance précitée, et dans tous Jes Ports de France, pour ordonner la
surveillance la plus sévére de tous les batimens expédiés par le commerce.

Le Gouvernement du Roi rivalisera toujours de zéle et d’ardeur avec
tous les Gouvernemens de l'Europe, pour arriver 4 un résultat si eminément
depuis long tems par les amis de ’humanité, et si parfaitement conforme désiré
aux principes d'une saine philosophie et d’une religion éclairée.

Copie Pune lettre en date du 18 Janvier, 1818, écrite par Son Excel-
ence le Ministre de la Marine et des Colonies, aux Commandant et
Administrateur pour le Roti (ad interim) au Sénégal. =

“Monsieur,

_ Le Morning Chronicle du? Janvier désigne ainsi qu'il suit les batimens
fraricais qui seraient venus charger de Noirs au Sénégal, depuis l’abolition. de
laTraite, = SO
- “* Batimens qui ont chargé avant le 8 Novembre, 1817.—La Reine
Charlotte, VAsirée, et le Sylphe de Nantes ; et TElysa de Bordeaux.”

‘* Batimens actuellement en charge.—LElysée et le Zephyr, deBordeaux.”
Il parait que cette assertion est fondée sur une lettre, quia été adressée

4 VInstitution d'Afrique 4 Londres, par un Anglais établi au Sénégal.
: Aussitot la réception de la présente, vous voudrez bien prendre les infor-
‘mations les plus exactes sur les faits en question, et me rendre compte de leur
résultat par les plus prochaines occasions.

Je vous recommande, au reste, d’exercer en général la plus stricte sur-
veillance sur tout ce qui concerne lexécution des Conventions et Traités sur
labolition du commerce des Esclaves, ainsi que des ordres donnés en consé-
quence par le Gouvernement du Roi.

Recevez, &c. (Signé) COMTE MOLE.

‘P. S. Veuillez prendre cette lettre dans la considération la plus sérieuse,
et saisir toutes les occasions de me rendre compte de l’exécution des mesures
quelle préscrit.

Circulaire, en date du 29 Janvier, 1818, adressée par Son Excellence
le Ministre de la Marine et des Colonies, aux Administrateurs des
Ports. oo

_  LeNavire Francais, La Reine Charlotte, est signalé dans le Morning
Chronicle du 7 Janvier, comme ayant pris au Sénégal un chargement de Noirs,
postérieurement4Yabolition de la traite; et les batimens Frangais, TElysée et
eZephyr, comme étant, 4 la date du 8 Novembre,sur le point d’y recevoir un
chargement de’ méme nature. "°° . . .
_____‘ Je vous prie de faire’ prendre des informations 4 effet de savoir si ces
bitimens appartiennent'2’Tun ‘des ports de votre-arrondissement, et dans ce
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cas, quelles sont les opérations auxquelles ils ont-été employés; quel est
liew ou ils se trouyent aujourdhui, et le Port de France od i divert offostue
leur rétour. . . — ae

Vous voydrez bien me transmettre au plus-tot le résultat. de ces in-
formations. ;

(Signé) COMTE MOLE.

 

(Translation of Inclosure in 16, c.)

EXTRACT rrom tue MONITEUR.

We have already laid before our readers some remarks upon the letter
from an Englishman residing at Senegal, published in the Morning Chronicle
of the 7thJanuary, © “7 * se es

The following letters, which have been addressed by his Excellency the
Minister of Marine to theGovernor of Senegal, and to the Governors ofthe
Ports, sufficiently testify how well founded were our doubts as to the correctness
of the statements in the English newspaper. How can it be supposed,’ in fact;
that instructions so positive, and ‘orders so precise, could have been neglected
or violated. an te a

Besides, the Ordonnance of the 8th January, 1817. inserted in No. 136
of the Bulletin des Lois, had ordainéd the condemnation of every vésselwhich
should attempt to import Slaves into our Colonies, and incapacitated the captain,
if he be a French subject, from holding any command. so

In addition to the following letters, the Minister of Marine bas written
to all our Colonies, recommending the most rigid enforcement of the above:
mentioned Ordonnance, as well as to all the Ports of France, directing the
strictest examination of all vessels fitted out for purposes of commerce.

The King’s Government will always emulate the zeal and activity of
every other Government of Europe, for the attainment of an object so earnestly
desired by all the friends of humanity, and so entirely in unison with the prin-
ciples of sound philosophy and of enlightenedreligion.

Copy of a Letter from his Excellency the Minister of Marine to His
Majesty's Governor (ad interim) at Senegal,dated

Sir, January 18, 1818.

The Morning Chronicle of the 7th instant describes as follows certain
French vessels, which it states to have arrived in Senegal to ship Slaves, sub-
sequently to theabolition of the Traffic. - oo

“Vessels which have taken in cargoes before the 8th November, 1817.—
La Reine Charlotte, 0Astrée, and le Sylphe, of Nantes; and  Elysa, of Bor-
eaux.”

“ Vessels at present loading.—/Elysee and le Zephyr, of Bordeaux.” -
It appears that this assertion is grounded uponaletter addressed to the

African Institution in London, by an Englishman residing at Senegal. _ .Upon the receipt of this letter, you will be pleased immediately to insti
tute'the most rigid enquiries relative tothe circumstance in question, and to
communicate to me their result by the earliest opportunity.
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I am also to direct, that youwill watch with the greatest care over every
thing which mayxelate to the execution ofthe conventions.and treaties upon the
Slave Trade, as well as of the orders which have been issued in consequence
by the King’s Government.

Receive, &c.

(Signed) = COUNT MOLE.

P.S. You will please.to take this letter into your most serious consider-
ation, and avail yourself of every opportunity to report to me on the execution
of the instructions it contains.

Circular Letter addressed by his Excellency the Minister ofMarine and
Colonies to the Directors ofPorts.

‘Sir, OS oo
The Morning Chronicle of the 7th January, states the French vessel La

‘Reine Charlotte to have obtained a carga of Slaves in the Senegsl, subsequently
0 the abolition of the Traffic ; and that the Frenchvessels ?Elysee and le Zephyr,
were on the 8th November, about to take on board there a cargo of the same
description. . ue oe ve

‘TF beg you will institute an enquiry, for the purpose of ascertaining whether
these vessels belong to any ofthe Ports of your district; and, in that case, on
what ventures they have been really employed, as also where they may at present
be, and into what Port in France they are expected to return.

You will have the goodness to transmit to me, as soon as possible, the
‘result of these enquiries.

(Signed) COUNT MOLE.
 

No. 17, c.

Viscount Castlereagh to his Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &c.

Sir, . Foreign-Office, February 6,.1818.

I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency, for your information
and guidance, the copy of a note with its enclosure, which I addressed on the
24th ultimo to His Excellency the French Ambassador residing at this court,
relative to the renewal of the Slave Trade on the coast of Africa north of the
Line, by French Subjects, since the restoration of Senegal and Goree to France.
F-also inclose the cépy ofaprivatenote from Mr. Planta to the Marquis d’Os-
mond inclosing SirWilliam Scot’s judgment on the French ship Louis, and
the copy of a letter from an Officer lately returned from the coast of Africa, to
Mr. Planta, of the 29th ultimo on the same subject.

Iam, &c. -

a (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excelleney Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.
, Se. Ge. §e.

593



594

44

(Inclosure 1 in No. 17, ¢. formsNo. 18, ¢)

 

CInclosure 2 in No. 17, ce. forms No. 14, ¢.)

 

CInclosure 8 in No. 17, c.)

29th January, 1818,
Sir,

In reply toyours of the 22d instant, on the subject of the Slave Trade, which I had
the honour of receiving yesterday, I beg leave to state for the information of Lord Castle.
reagh, a few circumstances respecting the revival of that traffick since the peace, which have
come under my obsetvation,—In January 1817, some few vessels of France and Spain arrived
at Goree, soon after the settlement was delivered up to the French, and previous to the depar.
ture of the British troops ; the captains of which sold their ladings to the inhabitants, who, on
the removal of the British, furnished them with slaves in return, not immediately in, but'a
few miles distance from the roads of Goree. In march following, three other vessels were

_ slaved off in the same manner; and, in June, having obtained leave toreturn to Europe, and
being obliged to go to Goree from our establishment in the Gambia, in order to obtain a pas-
‘sage in an English vessel then expected from Sierra Leone, I saw two vessels then actually at
anchor in the roads, for theexpress purpose of carrying off slaves, and I understood that a Ftench
schooner had left it a few days before with acargo. The fear of detection which had at first
obliged the inhabitants to act with some caution, had by this time almost wore off, andmat.
ters went on briskly ; for example, the master of a French vessel asked an English gentleman
at that time resident in Goree, if he had any slaves to dispose of. Numbers had been carriedto, and exported from Goree, from the time the British left it, till that in which I was there in
June last. At Dakar, on the main land, about three miles distant from Goree, and where the
Anhabitants of Goree have built some houses, I myself, a few days previous to my leaving the
coast, saw anumberof miserable captives, men, women, andchildren, guarded by French sailors,who, I understood, were destined as a part of the cargo of a French vessel then at anchor off
Goree; and the natives informed me that many more were confined in some ofthehouses, Not
having an opportunity ofvisiting Senegal since its restoration to the French, I cannot speak as to
facts; report, however, made it no less active than Goree, and by late accounts from theCoast,
T understand, that at no one period prior to the Abolition was that detestable traffic carried onbrisker than it is at present both at Senegal and Goree,

I have the honor to be, &c.

To Joseph’Planta, Esq.

&e. Se. Se.

v

No. 18, ¢.°

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &c.

Sir,
Foreign Office, February21, 1818.

You will receive inclosed a memorandum, together with the documents
to which it refers, which has been laid by me before the Plenipotentiaries of the
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powers assembled there, under the third additional article.of the . Treaty. of
aris, 1815. 2 |, ;
Your Excellency will observe, that the main objectwhich this memoir has in

view, is to induce these powers, all of whom have already abolished the Slave
‘Trade, to enter into a conventional agreement with each other for mutualRight
of Visit, under regulations similar to those, which you will find haveactually
been established”by the enclosed conventions between Great Britain and the
Courts of Spain and Portugal.
As the Prince Regent attaches a very peculiar value to the concurrence of

the King ofFrance in the proposed measures,I am to convey to your Excel-
iency the Prince Regent’s pleasure, that you do open this whole subject in the
most suitable manner to the French Government, proposing to the King to give
the necessary powers to His Ambassador in London for concluding a Conven-
tion of an import similar to those above referred to; and if you should deem it
expedient, you will request a special audience for the purpose of bringing before
His Majesty, in the most impressive manner, the earnest solicitude of the Prince
Regent, that the exertions of the two Governments may thus be cordially united
for the purpose of perfecting a work which they have both equally at heart.
Inpressing this subject upon the particular attention of the.French Govern-

ment, you will direct their notice to the great care with which; inthe Spanish
and Portuguese'Conventions, the permission to visit vessels stispectéd of aving
Slaves illegally on board, isguarded. | .

Ist. TheRight is completely reciprocal between thecontracting parties.
_ 2dly. It-1s. strictly confined to ships of war, and it is further -not generally
exerciseable by all the ships of war belonging to the contracting parties, but
exclusivelyby those which shall receive from their respective Governments the
special instractions ad hoc, as set forth in the Convention, by which the power
will be tocafized and confined to the known scenes of the trafic.
__8dly. The power to visit can onlybe exercised by a commissioned officer,
and subject to regulations imposing the utmost personal responsibility on such
officer.

4thly. Detention of the vessel visited can alone take place upon the fact
ofSlaves being found on board, and with a further saving in favor of domesti- |
cated Slaves, which mays bondfide, make a part of the crew.

S5thly.. The ship so detained must be immediately carried before a‘ mixed
commission, who are to pronounce upon the grounds of detention, with full
power to make compensation to the party detained, in case of any act having

en committed, either of error or injustice.
I trust, the Government of France will at once see, that, under this arrange-

ment, the rights of all parties are not only saved, but protected; that without
such a reciprocal concession on the part of the Powers, whose flags are found on
the coast of Africa, the illicit Slave Trader must, by a fraudulent use of whatever
flag may at the moment best serve to conceal his real national character, continue
to defy every attempt at detection, and that the grant ofsuch apower not only,

place consistently withthe strictest maintenance of the maritime
rights of the respective parties, but that it may admit of such modifications and
restrictions, as to render it next to an impossibility that it should be abused.

Should any further regulations be desired, for the purpose of guarding the
exercise of this power, beyond those which are to be found in the Spanish and.
Portugueze Conventions, you may assure the’French,.Government,that the
Prince Regent’s Ministers will be most willing to entertain, in this respect, any
suggestions which France may have to propose.

- It may be proper to inform your Excellency, that I have this day received a
dispatch from the Earl of Clancarty, notifying the consent of the King of the
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Netherlands, to’ the immediate signatureof.a Convention -of the.same. tency
and import as those concluded with the Courts of Madrid and Portugal...

I am,&c,.

| (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, .

a: a: a:

 

(CInclosure tn No. 18, ¢.)

 

 

Memoranpum oF Viscount CastLEREAGH.

In laying before the Conference the reports received from the African s0-
cieties in London, in answer to the queries addressed to them by His Majesty's
Government, upon the present state of the Slave Trade, as connected with
improvement and civilization of Africa, Lord Castlereagh, (the reports being
read) called the attention of his colleagues to the following prominent facts:" “That a considerable revival of the Slave Trade had taken place, especially
on the coast of Africa north of the line, since the restoration of peace; that the
principal part of this traffic being now of an illicit description, thé parties en-
gaged in it had adopted the practice of carrying it on in armed andfast-sailing
vessels: ;

That the ships engaged in this armed traffic, not only threatened resistance
to all legal attempts to repress the same, but, by their piratical practices, menaced
the legitimate commerce of all nations on the coast with destruction :

‘That the traffic thus carried on was marked with encreased horrors, from
the inhuman manner in which these desperate adventurers were in the habit of
crowding the slaves on board vessels better adapted to escape from the inter-
ruption of cruizers, than to serve for the transport of human beings: \

_ _ That as the improvement of Africa, especially in a commercial point of
view, has advanced in proportion as the Slave Trade has been suppressed, so,
with its revival, every prospect of industry and of amendment appears to decline: |

That the British Government has made considerable exertions to check
the growing evil; that, during the war, and whilst in possession of the French
and Dutch Settlements on that coast, their endeavours had been attended with
very considerable success, but that since the restoration of those possessions,
and more especially since the return of peace had rendered it illegal for British
cruisers to visit vessels sailing under foreign flags, the trade in slaves had greatly
increased :

_, That the British Government in the performance of this act of moral duty,
had invariably wished, as far as possible, to avoid giving umbrage to the rights
of any Friendly Power ; That with this view, as early as July 1816, the aca
companying Circular Order had been issued to all British cruizers, requiring |
them to advert to the fact, that the right of search (being a belligerent right) |
had ceased with the war, and directing them to abstain from exercisingthe
same

" That the difficulty of distinguishing in all cases the fraudulent from the
licit Slave Traders, of the former ofwhom a large proportion were notoriously
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British subjects,felonioualy carrying on this traffic in defiance of the laws of their
own eountry, had given occasion to the detention of a number of vessels upon

unds which the Prince Regent's Government could not sanction ; and. in
reparation for which s¢izures, due compensation had been assigned in the late
Convention with Spain and Portugal:

That it was however proved beyond the possibility of doubt, that unless
the right to visit vessels engaged _in this illicit traffic should be established, by
the same being mutually conceded between the Maritime States, the illicit Slave
Trade must, in time of peace, not only continue to subsist, but to increase :

That the system of obtaining fraudulent papers, and concealing the real
ownership, was now carried on with such address, as to render it easy for the
subjects of all states to carry on the traffic, whilst the trade in slaves remained legal
for the subjects of any one state :

That even were the traffic abolished by all states, whilst the flag of one
state shall preclude the visit of all other states, the illicit Slave Trader will
alwayshavethe means of concealing himself under the disguise of the nation
whose cruizer there is the least chance of his meeting on the coast. Thus the
Portugueze Slave Trader, since the abolition north of the line took effect, has
been found to conceal himself under the Spanish flag: the American, and even
the British dealer, has in like manner assumed a foreign disguise. Many
instances have occurred of British subjects evading the laws of their country,
either by establishing houses at the Havannah, or obtaining false papers. If
such has been the case in time of war, when neutral flags were legally subjected
to the visit of. the belligerent cruizer, the evil must tenfold increase when peace

_ has extinguished this right, and when even British ships, by fraudulently assum-
ing a foreign flag, may, with every prospect of impunity, carry on the traffic :

The obvious necessity of combining the repression of the illicit Slave
Trade with the measure of abolition, in order to render the latter in any degree
effectual, has been admitted both by the Spanish and Portuguese Governments,
and, in furtherance of this principle, the late Conventions have been negotiated ;
but whilst the system therein established is confined to the three Powers, and
whilst the flags of other maritime states, and more especially those of France,
Holland, and the United States are not included therein, the effect must be
to vary the ostensible character of the fraud, rather than in any material degree
to suppress themischief.

The great powers of Europe, assembled in Congress at Vienna, having
taken a solemn engagement in the face of mankind, that this traffic should be
made to cease ; and it clearly appearing, that the law of abolition is nothing in
itself, unless the contraband Slave Trade shall be ‘suppressed by a combined
system,—it is submitted, that they owe it to themselves to unite their endea-
vours without delay for that purpose, and as the best means it is proposed, that
the five Powers now assembled in Conference under the 8d additional article of
the Treaty of Paris, should conclude a treaty with each other, upon such enlarged
and at the same time simple principles, as might become a conventional regula-
tion, to which all other maritime states should be invited to give their accession.
This convention might embrace the following general provisions : .

Ist. An engagement by effectual enactments to render not only the import
of slaves into their respective dominions illegal, but to constitute the trafficking
in slaves, on the part of any of their subjects, a criminal act, to ‘be punished in
such suitable manner as their respective codes of law may ordain. __ ;

2d. That the right of visit be mutually conceded to their respective ships of
war, furnished with the proper instructions, ad hoc—that the visit be made under
the inspection of a commissioned officer, and.no vessel be detained unless slaves
shall be found actually on board.
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$d. Theminor tegulations to be such as are established inthe Conventions
-with Spain and Portugal; under such further modifications as-may appear caley..
lated to obviate abuse and to render the system, ifpossible, more unobjectionable
as a general law, amongst the High Contracting Parties, applicable to this par. .
ticular evil.

After the abolition shall have become general, in a course of years, the
jaws of each particular state may perhaps be made in a great measure effectual
.ta exclude import. The measure to be taken on the coast of Africa will then
become comparatively unimportant, but so long as the partial nature of the
abolition, and the facility to contraband import throrghout the extensive posses-
sions to which Slaves are carried from the coast of Africa, shall afford to the
illicit Slave Trader irresistible temptation to pursue this abominable but lucrative
traffic, so long nothing but the vigilant superintendance of an armed and inter.
national police on the coast of Africa, can be expected successfully to cope with
such practices. =. . .

To render sucha police either legal or effectual to its object, it must be
established. under the sanction and by the authority of all civilized states, con-
‘curring in the humane policy of abolition: the force necessary to repress the
same may be supplied as circumstances of convenience may. suggest, by the
powers having possessions on the coast of Africa, or local interests, which may
induce them to station ships of war in that quarter of the globe; but the endea~
‘vours of these powers must be ineffectual, unless backed by a general alliance,
framed for this especial purpose. The rights of all nations must .be brought to
o0-operate to the end in view, by at least ceasing to be the cover, under which
the object, which all aim at accomplishing, is to be defeated. . -

- At the outset some difficulty may occur in the execution of-a common
system, and especially whilst the trade remains legal, withincertain limits, to
the subjects both of the crowns of Spain and Portugal, but if the principal
powers frequenting the coast of Africa, evince a determination to combine their
means against the illicit slave trader as a common enemy, and if they are sup-
ported in doing so, by other states denying to such illicit slave traders the cover
of their flag, the traffic will soon be rendered too hazardous for profitable specu-
Jation.. The evil must thus cease, and the efforts of Africa be directed to those
habits of peaceful commerce and industry, in which all nations will find their
best reward for the exertions they shall have devoted to the suppression of this
great moral evil. :

- Lord Castlereagh, upon these grounds, invited his colleagues, in the name
of the Prince Regent, should the powers under which they at present act, not
enable them to proceed to negotiate a convention upon the grounds above stated,
to solicit, without delay, from their respective sovereigns, the authority necessary
to this effect,—His Royal Highness confidently trusting that the enlarged and
enlightened principles which guided the councils of these illustrious persons at
Vienna, and which have now happily advanced the cause of abolition so nearly
to its completion, will determine them perseveringly to conduct the measure to
that successful close, which nothing but their combined wisdom and continued

’ exertions can effectuate.
Lord Castlereagh concluded by calling the attention of his colleagues to

the indisputable proofs, afforded both by the present state of the Colony of Sierra
Leone, and by the increase of African commerce in latter years, of the faculties
of that continent both in its soil and population, for becoming civilized and
industrious, the only impediment to which undoubtedly was the pernicious prac-
tice of slave trading, which, wherever it prevailed, at once turned aside the
attention of the natives from the more slow and laborious means of barter, which
industry presented, to that of seizing upon and selling each other. .
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It. wastherefore ‘through the total extinctién:of this traffic, that Africa
could alone be expected.to. make its natural advances in civilization, a result
which it was the declared object ofthese conferences, by all possible means to
aceelerate and promote. -

 

 

‘No. 19, c.

Viscount Castlereagh, to His Excellency the Marquis d’Osmond, &.
. Foreign Office,February 21, 1818.

‘Lord Castlereagh, in-compliance with the Marquis d’Osmond’s desire, has
‘the honour to transmit, for His Exeellency’s information, copies of the several
Legislative Acts and Orders.in Council, which have, from time to time, been
passed in Great Britain, for givingeffectto the Laws for the abolition of. the
Slave Trade.

From ‘these documents his Excellency will perceive, that not only .con-
fiscation of ‘ship and cargo takes place in all cases where either a British ship or
British capital is found to have been engaged in any SlaveTrading transaction
whatsoever, but that all British subjects so trafficing in Slaves, are guilty of
felony and liable to transportation. 4

Lord Castlereagh, with all proper deference, takes this occasion, in compli-
ance with Marquis d’Osmond’s wishes, of representing to His Excellency, in what
he conceives the existing state of the law in France to fall short of ‘the full mea-
sure of effectual abolition which His Most Christian Majesty has announced His
intention te enforce, as well in Prince Talleyrand’s letter of the 30th July, 1815,.
as also in the additional artick of the Treatyof Peace, signed at Paris on the
20th November, 1815. oo -

LordCastlereagh apprehends, thet neither the Ictter nor the treaty above.
alluded to, can be taken notice of by any French Tribunal‘as Law, without some
public and authentic Act confirmatory of the same, either in the shape of a Law
enacted by the Legislature, or in that ofa Royal-Decree emanating from His
Majesty in ‘the usual form; and were it even competent to plead a Treaty witha
Foreign Power before a French tribunal, as having the force of Law, still it is
obvious that such a proceeding must fail of its effect, there being ne specific
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment therein declared as applicable to offences
against its provisions. ,

The only Public Act as yet promulgated in France, and which can be
considered as carrying with it.the force of Law. with suitable penalties, Lord
Castlereagh conceives to be the Royal Decree of January 8th, 1817, but this
Decree, his Excellency will observe, whilst it interdicts the importation of Slaves into
the colonies-of France, does not interdict to French ships and subjects the traffic
in Slaves gencrally; so that French ships and subjects might trade in Slaves on
the Coast of Africa, without incurring any penalty under this Decree, provided
the Slaves so carried off were delivered at any other than a French Port. _
‘Lord Castlereagh submits therefore to the Marquis ‘d’Osmond, whether

His-Most Christian Majesty’s Government would not think it rigbt.to render the
prohibition against Slave ‘I'rading universal, to the ships, subjects, and capital of
France, effectually applying toall property engaged therein the penalty ef con--
fiscation; and visiting the offence of Slave Trading with a punishment suitable to
80 serious @ crime,when committedinviolation of a public Law solemnly pro-
mulgated. me
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Lord Castlereagh requests his Exeellency the Marquis d'Osmond te ac-.
cept the assurances of his distinguished consideration.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH..

His Excellency the Marquis dOsmond,

&e. -§e. Fe.

 

No, 20, c.

Viscount Castlereagh to his Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &c.

Foreign Office, February 21, 1818.
Sir,

In reference to my despatch to your Excellency, enclosing the com-
rauni¢ation which I had made to the Marquis d’?Osmond, the French Ambassa-
dor at this Court, with respect to the late revival of the Slave Trade on the
Coast of Africa, I have now the honor to send to you the copy of a note*
which I have this day addressed to his Excellency, transmitting to him, at
his request, and for the information of his Government, copies of all the Acts
of Parliament and Orders in Council, which have been issued in this Country,
for the complete suppression and abolition of the Traffic in Slaves by His
Majesty’s subjects. .

Your Excellency is of course already so well acquainted with these
papers, that it has been thought unnecessary to furnish you with duplicate
copies ;but should you wish to consult any of them, which you may not have
by you, and will communicate your wishes to me, they shall be transmitted
to your Excellency without delay.

I am, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excelleucy Sir Charles Siuart, K. B.
&e. &e. Ke.

* N. B. This Note forms No. 19, c.

 

No. 21, c.

Fis Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. §c.
datedParis, 19th February, 1818.—Received February 224.

My Lord,

_ . Lhave communicated to the Duke de Richelieu the several aners con-
tained ‘in your Lordship’s despatch, detailing the infractions of” is Most
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Christian Majesty’s Ordonnancefor the abolition of the Slave Trade in the
possessions lately restored to France on the coast of Africas and I have endea-
voured to impress upon his Excellency’s mind, the urgent necessity of measyres
‘which shail give force te a Law, which these papers prove te have remained a
dead letter in the FrenchCotonies,

The Duke de Richelieu thanked me for the communication, adding, that
he was desirous I should specify the measures, which your Lordship as of
opinion will contribute most efficaciously to the suppression of this Traffic, so
as to enable the French Government to prove the sincerity of their intentions,
by adopting a similar system in all the Colonial Possessions.

wo days after this conversation had taken place, Mons. Mol, the
Ministerof the Marine, informed me, that the French Government having in-
stituted enquiries respecting the facts which are stated in the Memorial 1 lately
delivered to Mons. de Richelieu, he had the mortification to ‘find the result of
the information he had obtained, proved your Lordship’s intelligence to be
correct, and left no doubt that repeated violations ef the Royal Ordonnance
on the part of the French Authorities on the Coast of Africa, had defeated
the Plang of the Government for the eivilization of the natives, and had given
rise to mischiefs which years of unwearied attention will hardly remedy: .

Orders have been sent out for the immediate destitution of the persons
inculpated in these proceedings, and fresh instructions will be sent out to the
Colonies to give full effect to the King’s Ordonnance respecting the Abolition.

- Mons. Molé expressed his belief, that the French Authorities in Senegal
have notparticipated in the Proceedings which have given rise te animadver-
sion in other parts.

oo I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

 

No. 22, c.

His Excellency the Marquis dOsmond to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. §c.

Londres, 24 Fevrier, 1818.

Le Marquis d'Osmond a Phonneur daccuser reception & son Excellence
Jord Castlereagh de la note qu’il lui adressée le 21 de ce mois et des pices qui
Paccompagnaient. I] s’est empressé de les transmettre & Paris pour linforma-
tion de son Gouvernement.

Le Marquis d’Osmond saisit cette occasion, &c.

(Signé) OSMOND.

 

(Translation of No. 22 c.)

Landon, 24th February, 1818.

The Marquis d’Oamond has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the
note which his Excellency Lord Castlereagh addressed to him on the 2ist instant,
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and of the documents-which aecompanied it. He has lost notime in dransmitting.
them to Paris.forthe information ofhis‘Government.

‘The Marquisd’Osmondavailshimeelf, &c, |

| ‘ASigned) OSMOND.

 

No..23, ¢.-

His Excellency.Sir Charles:Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. Sc. Se.
datedParis, 24March, 1818. Received March.5th. ,

“MyLord,
_-In compliance with-the ‘instructions contained ‘in your Tordship’s ‘late

‘despatch, J have entered into communication with the Duke de Richelieu, upoh
the subject ef the negociation which His Majesty’s Government‘is desirous
should take place, for the purpose of establishing, under certain restrictions, a
reciprocal right of visit, on board of ships suspectedto be engagedin the Slave
Trade, under-the flag ofthe several powers which have-consented to abolish the |
trafic.  .  - ° o :

Though Moasieur-de Richelieu did not, in the first general ‘conversation
which took plaee, start any objection:to this proposal ;. yet, when‘I read overthe
conditions by which it is proposed to modify the right, in a subsequent meeting,
I observed a change of opinion which’ very: much weakened my hope of his
acquiescence; His Excellency expressed his fears, that the offer of reciprocity
would prove illusory, saying that the disputes which must inevitably arise from
the abuse of the right, would be more prejudicial to the interests of the two Go-
vernments than the-commerce-weare desirous to suppress; and although these
arguments were easily answered by the obvious reference to the restrictions
mentioned ‘in your Lordship’s despatch, as he did not appear inclined .to
abandon his opinion, I thought it my duty to tell him, that the interest:which His
Majesty’s Government, and the whole nation feel, in a measure which is indis-
pensable-to a complete abolition, would compel me to seek an opportunity of
making known the Prince Regent’s wishes to the King, and to desire he would
accordingly let me ‘know, when I might have an opportunity of seeing His
Majesty for that purpose. an wee

- >" In compliance with'this request, the King admitted me to a private-
audiencé on Friday, whenI stated, that although the Prince Regent has becn
rendered fully sensible-of His Majesty’s desire to eradicate this trade by the:
measures the French Governmenthas adopted, abuses have crept in,’ since the’
establishment of peace has put an end to, the right of visit, which can only
be remedied by the mutual concert ofall the Governments interested in effecting
the abolition; that I was charged to state to His Majesty, that the Courts of
Spain, Portugal, and the Low Countries have determined, under certain
restrictions, to concert the establishment of a mutual right of visit during peace,
and that it cannot be supposed France alone will be unwilling to enter into the
proposed arrangement, at a moment when the facts which have come to light,
iave induced certain persons to call in question thé sincerity of His Majesty’s
intentions to effect.the abolition; that I therefore hoped instructions would be
given to his Ministers, to enter into negociation for that purpose ; adding, that
my Court is ready to ‘admit any. modification which the peculiar circumstances
.ofFrance may render expedient. -
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His Majesty did not contest the justice of this reasoning; but-said, that’
much as he desires the extirpation of the trade, he could not,but feel, that the
proposition I had brought forward was of a delicate. hature, which may very
materially affect the commercial interests of his subjects; that he therefore could
onlytell’me, that his sentiments upon this point would’be fully developed in the
course of the negociation which had been entrusted to the direction of the Mar-
quis d’ Osmond, and hehopes they will leave no doubt of the sincerity of his
desire to put an end to this traffic; which desire, he affirmed, was so deeply
engraven in: his heart, that thé recollection of the share he had bome in the abo-
lition, would be a consolation in the last moments of his existence.:

_ Though His Majesty’s determination was rendered. pretty evident by
this answer, a conversation which took place on the following day with M. de
Richelieu and M. Molé, did not leave the smallest doubt of their resolution not
to admit the proposal: they told me that the extreme repugnance which:
prevailed among all parties to the admission of the rightof visit, though regulated
and placed under the severest restrictions, convinced them that the measure
ought not now to be agitated, and they entreated me to represent this to His
Majesty’s Government.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

ViscountCastlereagh, K. G.
&e. Se. Se.

 

No. 24, c.

His Exceliency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &e. &c.
dated Paris, 2d March, 1818.—Received March 5.

(Extract)

“According to the directions in your Lordship’s despatch, which encloses
the communication officially addressed to the Marquis 'd’Osmond, respecting the .
impossibility of preventing the continuation ofthe Slave Trade under the exist-
ing laws of France, I took an early opportunityof carrying your Lordship’s’
observations to the knowledge of the Duke de Richelieu, and of representing to’
His Excellency the urgent necessity of introducing the change in the legislation |
upon this subject, which the importance of the question, not less than a due
regard to the consistency of the Government, certainly require.

After reading your Lordship’s note to the Marquis d’Osmond, His Ex-
cellency admitted the justice of the reasoning it contained, and told me that
he would immediately enter into communication with the Minister of the Ma-
tine, for the purpose of concerting the measures which may be the best calculated
effectually to remedy the mischief.”

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
Se. Se. §e.
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No. 25, C.

HisExcellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh,K. G.ge. $e.

" Dated Paris, March 5, 1818,— Received March 11.
My Lord,

_ With reference to my communications, dated last Monday, upon the
subject of the measures which are contemplated for the purpose of effecting the
abolition of the Slave ‘Trade,I think it necessary to inform your Lordship, that,

. the French: Ministers have determined not to publish any further decree upon
this subject, but to follow the more formal course of comprehending all the
provisions of the Ordonnance they intended, in the Law they propose. .

' " "Phough my further cbmmunications with the French Ministers have
net enabled me to overcome their repugnance to concert 2 mode of admittin

. the reciprocal and restricted right of visit on board ships suspected to be en-
gaged in the Slave Trade, I have reason to hope that they will, at a subsequent,
period, be better prepared to enter into a negotiation for this measure.

I have the honor to be, ezc.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART,

The Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
Se. Se. §e.

 

No. 26, c.

"His Excellency Sir Chatles Stuart, to Viscount: Castlereagh; K: G. &e. 8.
dated Paris, 2th March, 1818.—Received March 14th.

My Lord,

The Minister of Marine has, communicated to me the Projét.of the
law, which the French Minister proposes to submit to the considerationof the
‘Chambers, for the purpose ofremedying the defects in the present state of the.
French Legislation, which prevent the total-extirpation of the Slave Trade.

_ By this Law, equipments of every descriptionfortlig purpose of carrying on.
the traffic in Slaves are prohibited, all vessels employed in the commerce are.
liable to confiscation, and the Masters and other officers on board are rendered.in--
capable of exercising their charge in any French vessel during ten -years.

~ After reading over the Projét, I took the liberty to observe, that the provisions
of the Law fell veryshort of the suggestions which I had had the .honour to
communicate; that the punishment of the persons convicted of carrying on the.
Trade under the French flag, is by no means sufficient to check the mischief, if.
it is as extensive as the papers which have been received by His Majesty’s
Government give me every reason to fear; that the interdiction of the Master and
Officers during a limited time, and confication of the Owners property, do not.
approach the pains of felony which are incurred by every British subject, whe
engages in this traffic; and that the crews of the Frenchtraders remain wholly
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unpunished, everi underthe rhdst rigorous interpretation of the Act; all which
considerations rendet me ¢xtremely doubtful, if this Law will fully answer thé

purpose intended.

: L have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) €HARLES STUART.

Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Sc. Se. Ge.

  

No. 27, c.

Viscount Castlereagh, to his Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. §c.

. Foreign Office, May 9, 1818.

_ Sir,

I think it proper to acquaint your Excellency, in addition to the intelli-

gence which has been already forwarded to youupon the same subject, for the

‘nformation of the French Government, that a communication has been re-

ceived by His Majesty’s Government, from respectable authority, at Bathurst

Town on the Gambia, and dated the 29th January: last, which states, in direct

terms, that the natives of that neighbourhood were all at war for Slaves to sup-

ply the French, who were selling their goods at very reduced prices, and upon

avery expensive scale, for the-continuationof the Slave Trade, in defiance of

the laws of their country.
Lam, &¢.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

To His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.
Se. Se Ke.

 

No: 28,'c.

His'Ezcellency Sir Charles Stuart, to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G: &¢. &e.
dated Paris, 25th May, 1818.—Received May 28th.

MyLord,. :
In obedience’ to the instructions contained inyour Lordship’s late des-

patch, I have addréssed a note to the Duke de Richelieu, stating, that war

among the natives of the Gambia had resulted from the frequent infraction of

His Most Christian Majesty’s ordonnances for thé abolition of the Slave Trade.

I have received the answer of which I enclose a copy, from the Duke de

Richélien, in which his Excellency requires further information, whichI am

quiteunable to afford; upon the subject of the events to whichmy communication

has referred. : ot . : t

‘ 'Thé FrenchGovernment has at the same. timé beenpleased to br?

forward a reciprocalaccusation, which is 86 palpably erroneous, that I regret to
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be. under the heecssity ofrequesting your Lordship ‘to.sifford me the meansof
transmitting the Duke de Richelieu an answer upon the subject.

I have the honourto be, &c.

. (Signed) CHARLES STUART.
To Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Se. §e. §e,

 

(Inclosure 1 in No. 28, ¢.)

Sir, .
Paris, 16th May, 1818.

I have received the directions of His Majesty's Government toacquaint
your Excellency, that advices, dated the 29th of January, from Bathurst Towa
on the Gambia state, that the native powers in that neighbourhood are at war,
for the express purpose of obtaining Slaves to.supply the French traders, who,
it appears, have lately made censiderable sacrifices with a view to contimie
that commerce in direct opposition to the laws of France.

I have the honour to be, &e. |

_ (Signed) CHARLESSTUART:
His Excellency The Duke de Richelieu, - ,

| Se §e. Se.

 

(CInclosure 2 in No. 28, e.)

Monsieur lAmbassadeur, Paris le 22 Mat, 1818,

Jai recu la lettre, par laquelle Votre Excellence m’a,fait ’honneur de
an’annoncer, que des nouvelles expédiées du Senegal 4 son Gouvernement, sous la
date du 29 Janvier, portaient que quelques Princes de ce pays s’étaient declarés la
guerre, dans la vue de se procurer des esclaves pour en fournir aux Francois, qui
au mépris des lois continuent la traite des noirs.

Je prie votre Excellence de recevoir mies remercimens de cette informa-
tion: mais Je dois lui fair observer, qu’elle est congue dans des termes si
pénéraux, qu’elle serait peu propre 4 éclairer le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté,:
dans les démarches qu'il veut fairepour réprimer le délit dont il paraitroit que
des sujets Francois se sont rendus coupables. .

Votre Excellence sentira, que pour se faire 4 cet égard des idées positives,
il conviendrait de connaitre en détail les noms et la position géographique des

- peuplades négres, qui se sont mises en état de guerre, et les raisons sur lesquelles
on a été fondé a penser, qu’elles y étoient excitées par des sujets du Roi, plutot
que par les sujets d’autres états qui se livrent 4 Ja traite des noirs. Ce sont ces
détails, Monsieur PAmbassadeur, que je vous prie de vouloir bien demander 4
votre cour; et j’attache d’autant plus de prix a acquerir sur ce point des données »
exactes, que d’aprés les rapports derniérement transmis de Gorée par un adminis-
trateur qui inspire au Gouvernement de sa Majesté la plus grande confiance,
J'avois lieu d’esperer qu’il ne .se commettait plus dans ces parages, de la part des

_ Frangais,ancune infraction aux lois qui ont prononcé abolition de Ja traite.
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Je crois devoir saisir cette occasion pour adresser 4 votre Excellence la
copie d’un’ rapport qui est parvenu au -Ministre de la Marine, et qui donne, sur
Pexpédition d'un batiment Anglais qui paraissoit se préparer .a faire la traite,
des renseignemens qui peuventétre utiles au Gouvernement de SaMajesté
Britannique. ;

J'ai Vhonneur d’étre, &c.

Son Excellence M. le Chevalier Stuart, (Signed) RICHELIEU.
. Sc. &ec. §e. a

 

(Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 28, ¢.)

_ Sir, Paris, 22d May, 1818.

‘ [ have received the letter by which your Excellency has done me the
honor to announce to me, that advices, transmitted from Senegal to your
Government, dated the 29th January, stated that several princes of that coun- :
try had declared war with a view of procuring Slaves, in order to supply the
Frenchtherewith, who still carry on the Slave Trade in despite of the Laws. _ -

I request your Excellency to receive my thanks for this information; but—
I cannct but point out to you, that it is conceived in such general terms, as to be
little calculated to guide His Majesty's Government in‘the steps which it is
willing to take, to check the crime, of which it would appear that French sub-
jectshaye been guilty. )

“Your Excellency will be aware, that to form correct notions upon this.
subject, it would he necessary to know in detail the specific names, and the’
geographical position of such negro tribes, as have assumed a warlike attitude,
as also the reasons, which have led to a suspicion of their having been ex-
cited thereto by the King’s subjects, rather than those of other states carry-.
ing on the traffic in negroes. These details, Sir, I am to request you will
be pleased to obtain from your Court; and it is of so much the more import-:
ance to meto receive exact information on this point, as, from accounts lately:
transmitted from Goree by an officer, in whom His Majesty's Government places
the greatest confidence, I had reason to hope that the French in those quarters
were not any more guilty of transgressing the laws which abolish that trade. .

_. I deem it my duty on this occasion to enclose to your Excellency a copy:
of a report whichhas ‘reached the Minister of Marine, and which affords, in
respect to the voyage of an English vessel that appeared to be preparingto carry
on the Slave Trade, information which may be useful to the Government of His
Britannic Majesty.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) RICHELIEU.
His Exeellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.

Sc Sc. §e.

 

(Inclosure 8 tn No. 28, c. }

Extrajt Pune lettre de Monsieur le Commissaire Général de Police 2 [Orient
. du 14 Mars, 1818.

Quant aubrick le Magnet ayant treize hommes d’équipage- dont, trois
efficiers,ilestchargé de marchandises de traite, entr’autres 150 barrils de poudfe,

607 .



608

58

50 barrils de pierres 4 fusil;.sa destination est pour Madagor Céte d'Afrique,
ou tous autres comptoirs sur la dite cote. Le capitaine a prétendu n/aller en
Afrique que pour traiter de la poudre dor,Morphil, et. cuirs secs, mais l’ayantfait
un peu jaser par quelqu’un d’assez adroit, il a dit que la traite des négres sy
fait plus que jamais sous lepavillonEspagnol et Portugais; enfin il a laisse
entrevoir que c’était aussi son but; et il est & remarquer que le nom du batiment
qui devroit étre inscrit sur la Poupe, ne s’y trouve que sur une petite planche
fixée avec quelque cloux. .

Le Capitaine en buvant Je punch a raconté avoir fait un pareil voyage 3
celui qu’ilentreprenait, qui avait rapporté 4 l’Armateur 200 p.c. Il n’est arrivé que
depuis dix jours lorsqu’il 4 ete réexpedié, il prétend avoir eu avant son départune
conference avec Lord Castlereagh, qui demandait des renseignemens sur la
maniére dont la traite de négres se faisait 4 la cdte d'Afrique.

(Translationof Inlosure 3 in No. 28, c.)

Extract of a Letter from the Commissary-General ofPolice at L’Orient, dated
the 14th March, 1818.

“ ‘With respect to the brig Magnet, with a crew of thirteen men, including
three officers, she.is loaded with merchandize for exportation; among othe1
things, 150 barrels of powder, and fifty barrels of flints. She is bound to
Madagor, on thecoastof Africa, or any other settlement upon thesaid coast.
‘The captain states that he has no other object in going to Africa than to collect
gold dust, ivory, and dried skins: but having caused him somewhatcleverlyto
speak out a little, he said that the Slave Trade was carried on with more spirit
than ever under the Spanish and Portugueze flags. Afterwards heevidently
showed that it was likewise his object; and it is worthy of remark, that the
name of the vessel which should have been written upon the stern, was inscribed
only upon a small plank fastened with a few nails.

The captain, in drinking punch, related having performed a similar
voyage to that which he was undertaking, - whichhad yielded to his owner
200 per cent. He had only arrived ten days, when he was again despatch-
ed; he pretends to have had, before his departure, an interview with Lord
Castlereagh, who questioned him as to the manner in which the Slave Trade
wascarried on on the coast ofAfrica.”

 

No. 29, ec.

Viscount Castlercagh to His Excellency SirCharles Stuart, K. B. Se.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 29, 1818.

I regret to be under the necessity of again calling your Excellency’s
attention to complaints renewed ‘inthe reports from the Coast of Africa, of the
continuance of. the Slave Trade by His Most ChristianMajesty’s Subjects on
the Windward Coast, tolerated, as at least it would appear, if not. clandestinely
encouraged, by the French authorities,
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T am not aware, whether these complaints may not partly relate to occur-
rences, Which I have before had occasion to direct your xcellency to lay be-
fore the French Government; but the continuance of this Traffic in any shape
is so entirely contrary to the principles so lately declared by His Most Christian

' Majesty, that I feel persuaded I have only to direct your Excellency to bring
the facts to the knowledge of the French Government, in order to produce
such instructions from them to their authorities in Africa, as shall effectually
prevent the recurrence of practices, so contrary to the spirit and to the letter of
the French Laws upon this subject. .

Tam, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, RK. B.
Ge. &e. &e.

 

No. 30, c. |

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. Sc.

Sir, Foreign Office, June 1, 1818.

Since my despatch of the 29th ultimo, respecting the French Slave
Trade on the windward coast of Africa, was signed, I have received from the
Colonial Department the details upon this subject, which are contained in
the accompanying papers. They will enable your Excellency to set beforethe Duke de Richelieu the true nature and extent ofthe outrages, which continue
to be exercised on the banks of the Senegal, in defiance of the laws of France,
and, I should hope, will not fail to awaken, in the minds of the Frenchministry,
a due sense of the importance of taking the most effectual measures for putting
an end to this horrid traffic.

I am, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.

Se. Se. Se.

 

(Inclosure 1 in No. 80, ¢.)

Sir, Downing Strect, 26th May, 1818.

I am directed by Lord Bathurst to transmit to you the copy ofaletter
from Mr. Ralph Smith, dated the 12th instant, enclosing an extract of a letter
from Sierra Leone, on the subject of the Slave Trade carried on from Senegal
and Goree; and I am to request, that youwill lay the same before Viscount
Castlereagh for his Lordship’s information.

Iam, &c.

| | (Signed). HENRY GOULBURN,
Joseph Planta, Esq. &c, &e. &c.
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(Inclosure 2 in No. 30, ¢.)
Sit, 26, New City’ Chambers, 12th May, 1818,

The enclosed is an extract of a letter I have this-day received fronj
Sierra Leone; and as I consider the information it contains to be of the highest
importance, both as it regards the interest and civilization of Africa, and the
trade of this country, I lose not a moment in handing it to you for the informa-
tion of Government, not doubting but such steps will be immediately taken
as the necessity of the case imperiously requires ; for it appears evident, that
unless active measures are taken to vindicate the cause of Africa, and protect
the honor and interests of Great Britain, all will be completely ruined by the
conduct of the French on that coast.

Tam, &c.

(Signed) _BALPH SMITH,
Henry Goulburn, Esq. .

Sc. &e. §&e.

 

(Inelosure 3 in No. 30, c.)

Extract ofa Letter from William Stockdale, Esq. dated Sierra. Leone, 14th

March, 1818.

_ *T left Senegal about a month ago in my Cutter Active, to make
some arrangement in this place, as I am only once more permitted to enter
Senegal again, and I shall leave this in a few days to close my affairs in that
place in the best manner I can. The Slave Trade is very brisk, not less than
three or four large schooners at Senegal and Goree when I left.. On the 10th
ultimo, a brig and a schooner passed over the bar of Senegal with about four
hundred Slaves, which were actually all put on board in the river Senegal;
and at the same time there was the corvette called the Bagadier, a brig and
schooner also .of war lying outside, which never took the least notice of those
two Slavers when they passed the bar; therefore weconclude they are allowed
in this traffic.” . oS .

No. 3], e.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. §c.

Foreign Office, June 12th, 1818.
Sir, -

: In addition to the former communications, which I have addressed to
your Excellency. on the continuance of the Slave Trade in the French Settle-
ments on the Coast of Africa, and under the countenance of: the French
Authorities; I regret to be under the necessity of transmitting to you the further
copy of a letter, and of it’s enclosure, which { have received: from the Secre-
tary of the AfricanInstitution; and I have to request, that your Excellency’
will take the earliest opportunity of laying the substance-of ‘these:papers before
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the‘Duke de Richelieu, ‘in order that the Government of His Most Christian
Majesty may take the most ‘prompt and effectual steps for putting a stop to a
practice sv contrary to the spirit ef His Most Christian Majesty’s. engage-
anents..

_ dam, -&e.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

To His Excellency Sir Charles.Stuart,KB. .

 

{Inclosure 1 in No. 31, ¢.)

- African Institution Office, 10th June, 1818...
MyLord, } | :I. have the honor'to transmit‘to your Lordship the copy ofaletter ve
recently received from a Gentlemanat ‘Senegal, addressed to Mr. Allen, one of
the Directors of this Institution; the information.contained in which is so very
important, that I deem it my duty to lose no time in laying it before your
Lordship. ,

I have the honor to be, &c.

| (Signed) THOMAS HARRISON.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. Sec. A. I,

Gc. Ge. Se.

 canattrtetastematoarelie 

CInclosure 2 in.No. 81, ©.)

To William Allen, Esq, dated Senegal, March 19th, 1818.

5; St, Louis, Senegal, 19th March, 1818,
ir, .

Although I have not beenfavouredwith any answer to my letter of the
8th November last, in which I communicated to you several particulats re-
specting the Trade in’ Slaves now carried on here, I feel that, having entered
upon the subject, it is necessary for me from time to time, to furnish you with
such authentic information, as I trust, will ultimatély enable you, in conjunction
with the other friends of Africa, to put a stop for ever to this diabolical Traffic.

When J last wrote to you, was not without hope that, ere this, mea-
sures.would have been taken by the French Government to arrest it’s progress;
as it was difficult to suppose for a moment, that the Authorities here were

. ignorant of the extent to which the Trade was carried’ on in the Settlement:
my expecfations however have been disappointed; it has encreased, is hourly
encreasing, and at present there is not the least appearance even of secrecy,
nor the least fear of interruption; for the Slaves are now: put on board in
the river, and the vessels pass the bar in-sight of every officer in the garrison:
indeed, two of the last vessels, which left this with Slaves, Passed outward at
a time when three French vessels of war (a ship, a brig, and a schooner) were
at.anchor outside the bar; and although the Slavers sailed within hail, no ex-
‘amination or notice was taken of them. The distress in the: neighbouring
villages I stated: to you in my ldst; and the news of this renewed ‘Traffic is
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spreading rapidly over the country. Damel, one of the most powerful Kings i,
this‘part of Africa, lately came to the vicinity of the Settlement, and he'd several
conferences with the Slave. Traders, as if to ask the accuracy of the information
‘he had obtained, and immediately commenced burning and pillaging a number
of his own villages, under circumstances of the most shocking murders and. —
cruelties; and of his own subjects, whole families were dragged to the banks
of the river, where they were sold, and thus separated from their friends,
homes, and country for ever. His booty on this occasion furnished thecargoes
of the two vessels mentioned above, which passed the bar on the 11th February.
From the Moors they still continue to obtain a great number of captives, and
among them it has given rise to disputes and wars unprecedented of late years;
and it is reported here, that large caravans of Slaves have been collected ‘in the
interior, and are now on their way toward this place, where they are daily ex-
pected. The French, Government having lately recalled Colonel Schmaltz, the
Commandant, who, as I noticed in my former letter, could not have been ignorant
of what was passing, I cherished the hope, that it was the first step of that
Government to put a stop to the Trade; but I regret to be obliged to say, that
his successor appears still more inclined to overlook the mischiefwhich is going
on in his command; for, as I have mentioned before, the Slaves are now put
ov board in the river, and even, in one case, were embarked while the vessel
lay off the Town. oo

The two vessels which remained in the river when I last wrote to you,
vbtained their cargoes, and sailed shortly afterwards; and one of them has
since returned, and is now in the river preparing for a second cargo, to pur-
chase’ which she has brought here a large quantity of rum and tobacco. lam
in expectation of being able to forward this by a small vessel bound to France,
and as I am rather pressed for time, I shall conclude at present with annexing |
a list of the vessels who have carried off Slaves since I last addressed you, and
of those remaining here waiting for their cargoes.

I have the honor to be, &c.

List of Vessels loaded with. Slaves at Senegal, between the gth November, 1817,
and the 19th March, 1818.

Schooner “ Zephyr,” of Martinique
“ Eliseé or Eliza,” of Bordeaux

* “ Eliza,” of Senegal|
Brig “ Eliseé or. Eliza,” of Bordeaux, 2nd voyage
Galliott ‘ Maria,”of Marseilles

3

Vessels remaining in the River Senegalfor Slaves, 19thMarch, 1818:

Schooner “ Sylph,” of Nantes, 2nd voyage ,
“ Eliseé or Eliza,” of Bordeaux, 2nd voyage
“Reine and Caroline,” of Nantes, 2nd voyage

> “ Zephyr,” of Nantes
Brig * Postillion,” of Bordeaux

”

”

N.B. The above vessels are exclusively for Senegal: from Goree
several Slave Vessels have been dispatched, and I understand.the Trade is car-
ried on there to a great extent; but I regret that I am not possessedof swili-
eient information to communicate to you the particulars. -
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No. 82, c.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. See
dated Paris, 29th June, 1818.—Received July 3:1.

; The accompanying Ordonnance anpounces the intention of His Most
‘Christian Majesty to employ a naval force upon the coast of Africa, for the pur-

se of preventing the infraction of the Laws which have been enacted in France
for the abolition. of the Slave Trade.

I have thought it my duty to address the letter I enclose to Mons. de
Richelieu, requesting to be informed whether this measure results from the con-
firmation of the jntelligence I have had the honor to transmit upon this subject;
and I took an opportunity of adverting to my notes in the first conversation.
which took place between us. .

His Excellency admitted the truth of the statements contained in the dif-
ferent communications he had received from this Enibassy; but he told me that
late information, which had reached him from the Isle of Bourbon, detailing the
infractions of the same Lawby His Majésty’s subjects in the Isle of France, had
principally induced the King to fit out a squadron for the purpose ofpreventing
that Traffic.

, I could mérely reply to his Excellency by.observing, that a plain narrative.
vf facts had incontestably proved the continuance of the Slave Trade from the
French Settlements; and although I could not absolutely contradict the unsup-
ported-and. general statement which he had brought forward, that I must observe
it can hardly be supposed te be the interest of the inhabitants of the Isle of
France te seek slaves from the west of “Africa, when it is well known that almost
all the slaves in the Isle of France and Bourbon are natives of the neighbouring
Coast of Mosambique.

I have-the honor to be, &e.

(Signed). CHARLES STUART.

The Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
.§e Fe. Se.

(Inclusure 1 in No. 82, e.)

 

ORDONNANCE DU ROI.

LOUIS, par la Grace de Dieu, Roi de France et de Navarre;

Vai les différens actes par lesquels la Francea interdit le trafic connu
sous le nom de traite des noirs,.et notamment Notre ordonnance du 8 Janvier
1817, et la loi du 15 Avril 1818; ;
__ MVoulant assurer par tous les moyens qui sont en Notre pouvoir Pabolition

du-commerce des esclaves dans tous les pays de Notre domination;
. - Sur le rapport ‘de notre Ministre’ Secrétaire d’état de la Marine et des.

Coloies;Nous avons-ordonné et ordonnons ce qui suit :_ oo.

- Arr. 1. Il-sera entretenu constamiment sur les cétes de Nos établissemens,
d'Afrique, une croisiére de Notre Marine,a Peffet de visiter tous batimens F’rane

cais qui se présenteraient dans les parages de Nos possessions sur les dites cotes,
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et Hompécher toutes contraventions 4 Notre ordonnance du ‘8 Janvier 1817, et'a
la loi-du 15 Avril, 1818. ‘

_ Art, 2. Notre Ministre, Sécrétaire d’Etat de la Marine et des Colonies,
est-chargé de l’exécution de la présente Ordonnance.

Donné en Notre chateau de Saint Cloud, le 24 Juin, Yan de Grace 1818,
et de notre régne le24.

Par le Roi, (Signé) LOUIS.

| LePair de France, Ministre, Secrétarie d’état de la
Marineet desColonies.

(Signg) ~ COMTE MOLE.

 

Translation of Inclosure 1 in No. 82, ¢.)

DECREE OF THE KING.

LOUIS, by the Grace of God, King of France and-of Navarre;

Having considered the different Acts by which France has prohibited the
Traffic known under the name of the Slave Trade, and particularly Our Decree
-of the 8th of January, 1817, and the Law ofthe 15th April, 1818;

; Being desirous to ensure by all the means in Ourpower the abolition of .
theSlave Trade throughout Our dominions; -
a Upon the report of Gur Minister, Secretary of State for the Marine
‘and Colonies, We have decreed, and do decree as follows: a :

Arr. 1. A squadron of Our navy shall constantly cruize on the coasts
. _of Our African settlements, in order to visit all French vessels which may ap-
pear off Our possessions upon the said coasts, and to prevent all violations of
Our Decree of the 8th January, 1817, and of the Law of the 15th April, 1818.

_ | Arr..2. Our Minister, Secretary of State for the Marine and Colonies, is
charged with the-execution of the present Decree.

Given at Our Palace of St. Cloud, the 24th of June, in the year of our
Lord 1818, and of our reign the 24th..

By the King, (Signed) LOUIS.

‘Peer of France, Minister Secretary for the
Marine and Colonies,

(Signed) § COUNT MOLE.

CInclosure 2 in No. 82, ¢.J

Sir, - Paris, 26th June, 1818.

' As the measures which are officially stated in the French public papers to
be in contemplation for the purpose of enforcing the observance of the Lawenact-
ed during the last session of the Legislative Bodies, for the suppression of the
Slave Trade, offer a very satisfactoryproof of the anxiety on the part of His Most
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Christian Majesty’s Government to assist the -endeavours of my Court to attain
sthat-object, Ipresume that your Excellency will not hesitate to let me kuéw; if
‘these measures result from the confirmation of the intelligence I had the hoivor to
transmit in my several notesdated the 6th and 16th June, to which I anxiously
-expectananswer.

“iT have, &c.

(Signed) | -CHARLES STUART.

‘His Excellency the Duke de Richelieu,

Se. §c. &e.

 

No. 38, c.

‘His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &c. :
dated Paris, July 9th, 1818.—Recetved July 12th. ,

iMy Lord,

J have received the accompanying answer to the letter, which I lately had
‘the honor to address to the Duke de Richelieu, respecting the publication of His
‘Most Christian Majesty’s Ordonnance, appointing a squadron to cruize upon the
‘eoast-of Africa, for the-purpose of preventing the infraction of the Law abolishing
‘the Slave Trade. .

Notwithstanding the conversation which 1 had the honor to report to your
‘Lordship in my letter of the29th of June, 1 find that the Duke de Richelieu has
repeated the statement, which I think had been proved to be greatly exaggerated,
‘if not altogether untrue, respecting the continuation of this trade in the British
‘Colonies. If your Lordship should be of opinion that this note requires an
‘answer, it may be expedient, that 1 should receive some information upon the
-subject from His Majesty's Government. .

T have, &c.
. (Signed) © ‘CHARLES STUART.

The Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. .
Se. &e. Fe.

bd

 

‘CInclosure in No. 83, c.) _

‘Monsieur Ambassadeur, Paris, le 4 Juillet, 1818.

. - Notre Excellence, en m’entretenant par sa lettre du26 Juin de POrdon-
nance renduela surveille, dans la vue d’assurer, par le moyen d’une croisiére

-tablie sur la cdte d’Afrique, la répression du commerce des noirs, m’a fait

Thonneur de me demander si cette mesure résultait de la confirmation des avis

quelle m’avait transmis sur différentes expéditions faites en contravention aux
loix sur la traite, et attribuées 4 des batimens Francois.

Les informations que vous m’aviez données sur ce point, Monsieur

VAmbassadeur, ont été addressées immédiatement au Ministre de la Marine, qui

a donné des ordres pour en faire vérifier sur les lieux Pexactitude, et punir les

‘sujets-du Roi qui seraient réconnus avoir enfreint les réglemens.

. _Le peu de tems qui s’est ecoulé depuis l’envoi de ces ordres n’a paspermis d’en’

connditre encore le résultat. “Ce n’est donc point par suite de ces‘communica-
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tions qu’a été rendue l’Ordonnance du Roi ; mais le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté
avait appris dans le eourantde Pannéederniére, que la traite faite par des batimens
Espagnols, Portugais, Anglais mémeavaitparu reprendre de l’activité ; qu’en dépit
des précautions les mieux prises, une importation de 4000 Noirs avait été suc-
cessivement faite dans lisle Maurice, et qu’un batiment Anglois avait été arrétA
4 Bourbon au moment d’en introduire 240: Ayant franchement le désir de com-
pléter Pabolition de cet odieux commerce, il a voulu faire tout ce qui dépen-
dait de lui, pour empécher ses propres sujets d’y prendre part, et c’est ce qui l’a
déterminé a faire usage de la mésure qui vient d’étre consacrée par !'Ordonnance
de Sa Majesté. oo

J’ai Phonneur d’étre, &c.

(Signé) RICHELIEU.
A Son Excellence Le Chevalier Stuart,

Se §e. Se,

 

(Translation of Inlosure in No. 88, c.)

Paris, 4th July, 1818.
Sir,

Your Excellency in alluding by your letter of the 26th ‘January to
the Decree issued the day before, for the purpose of insuring, by means of a
squadron stationed upon the coast of Africa, the suppression of the Slave Trade,
has done me the honor to ask me, whether that measure resulted from the con-
firmation of the statements which you had transmitted to me, respecting different
Voyages undertaken in contravention of the Laws against that Trade, and attri-
buted to French vessels.

The information, which you have given me upon this point, Sir, was
immediately communicated to the Minister of Marine, who has issued orders to
ascertain, upon the spot, the correctness of that information, and to punish such
subjects of the King, as should be found to have infringed the regulations.

The time which has elapsed since the transmission of these orders is so
short, that we cannot as yet know the result. It is not therefore in consequence
of these communications, that the King’s Decree has been issued, but the
Government of his Majesty had learnt, in the course of the last year, that the
traffic carried on by Spanish, Portuguese, and even English vessels, appeared to
revive; that notwithstanding the greatest precautions, an- importation of 4000
Slaves had been successively effected into the Mauritius, and that anEnglish
vessel had been detained at Bourbon, at the moment of her mtroducing at that
Port 240 Slaves. His Majesty’s Government being actuated by a sincere desire
to put a complete stop to that odious traffic, was solicitous to do all in its power
to prevent its own subjects from engaging in it; and it was for this reason, that
it adopted the measure which has been sanctioned by His Majesty’s Decree.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) RICHELIEU.
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.

Sec. Se. Se,
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No. 34, c.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &c:

Sir, Foreign-Office, August 25, 181%.

I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency the enclosed copy of a
paper, received from the Secretary to the African Institution, containing in-
formation relative to the SlaveTrade-lately carried on at Senegal by French
subjects. .

} Although many of the facts stated in the accompanying document are
already before the French Government, and his Majesty's Government are
aware that His Most Christian Majesty has since taken measures to check these
abuses; yet it is nevertheless thought right, that your;Excellency should commu-
nicate the same to the Duke de Richelieu, as a corroboratory proof of the cor-
rectness of the representations already made to the French Government upon
the subject.

Iam, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.

Se. Se. Se.

CInclosure in No. 34, e.)

Memorandum from the Secretary to the African Institution, as to the French

carrying on theSlave Trade at Senegal.

A gentleman from Senegal, who has resided there for a considerable
time as a merchant, and who has just arrived in this country from thence, has
attended on some of the Directors of the African Institution, and stated to them
that he is fully able to confirm the statements contained in the letters they had
received through other channels from Senegal,- of the 8th of November, 1817,
and of the 9th March :last, (copies of which have already been transmitted to
Government.) -

He adds, thatstibsequent to the date of the above letters, the Sylph has
taken off a second cargo of Slaves, but from the rough weather, and some of
the people having been lost, she did not complete her cargo. (She sailed
early in April.) 7 oo .

He states that the Eliza, belonging to a Mr. Jaffro, of Senegal, and the
brig Elisée, of Bordeaux, (second voyage) took cargoes of Slaves on board
within the bar, and that they passed over the bar in the presence of three
French men of war, viz. La Byadire, Le Leveret, et PHeuron. This took
place in the first week of February last. ° .

The Maria, of Marseilles, took a cargo of Slaves on board about the same
time, in front of the towu.

The schooner Elisée, of Bordeaux, this Gentleman states, to have lain
Spposite his wharf for the. purpose of fitting up for a Slave voyage ; that the
object of her fitting up was no secret ; that the péople passed to and from her
over his wharf; that in consequence he remonstrated with the Governor, who
would take no notice of it, but said he had nothing to do with it.
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‘Subsequently this Gentleman heard. the Governor say he had received
vorders to restrain the Slave Trade, but no proclamation whatever had been is.
‘sued in consequence.. i.

He states it as his opinion, and that it ‘is. the general opinion, that the
officers of the Government were interested in every cargo of Slaves shipped
off from Senegal; and adds, that the captain of the Postillion, which has been
seized, assured him that her seizure was owing to his not havingpurchased any
part of his Slaves from the Government officers:

That very shortly after the colony was transferred to the French, hear.
ing with surprize that a vessel was loading with Slaves seven miles above the
town, he went.to see whether it was true, and found it to be so; that the then
governor.heard of his visit, sent for the captain, and told him not to do the
:thing so publicly.
; That the Zephyr and the Sylph belong to a Monsieur Dennis, of Nantes,
that their agent at Senegal is a Monsieur Bougier, but that most of the French
merchants employ one agent for their Slave trading transactions, viz. C. Potin
and Co.

 

No. 85, c.

‘Circular to His Majesty’s Consuls at Nantes, Bordeaux, Bilboa, and

Corunna, dated Foreign Office, March 10, 1819.

‘Sir,
Information having reached His Majesty’s Government, that several

‘French vessels have ;been fitted out from the ports of Bordeaux and Nantes,
intended for the Slave Trade, and have proceeded to Corunna and Bilboa, for the
purpose of being provided with Spanish crews, papers, and colours; I am to desire
that you will endeavour to obtain and to transmit to me, for the information of
His Majesty’s Government, any certain intelligence which you may be able to
Procure, of any vessels so fitting out, together with a particular description of
the vessels so circumstanced.

lam, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

‘To His Majesty’s Consul at, §c.

 

No. 86, c.

Viscount Castlereagh, to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. §c.

‘Sir, | ' Foreign Office, June 7th, 1819

I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency aletterreceived from
the colonial department, announcing the capture of a French ship with Slaves
on board, under the circumstances stated in the inclosure. ,
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I send the official paper received fromCaptain Hunn, of the Redwing,
in order that M. Dessolles may at once perceive the erroneous view of duty,
‘under which this vessel has been detained by the naval officer in question..

You will assure M. Dessolles of the sincere regret, with which the.
Prince Regent’s Government has observed this unauthorized act on the part
cof 2 British Officer, and that His Royal Highness will be ready to make every
yuitable reparation to His Most Christain Majesty’s flag, for the error into
which this officer has fallen. |

‘ [have lost no time in addressing your Excellency upon this occurrence,
‘that you may anticipate any demand on the part of the French Government
for explanation and satisfaction, by voluntarily tendering both on the part of
-your Court; ‘but you will, at the same time, notfail to call the serious attention-

“of the French Government to this unequivocal proof of the continuance of

the trafic by French subjects, on French account, and urge this event as an

additional argument ‘in favour of mutual arrangements between the two:

Governments for the suppression of ‘the same.
Iam, &c.

(Signed). . CASTLEREAGH.
Eis Bony Sir Charles ‘Stuart, K. B.

&e. &e. §e.

((Inclosure 1 in No. 86, ¢.)

Downing Street, 24 June, 1819.
Sir,. ‘

Tam directed by Earl Bathurst ‘to enclose to ‘you the-copy of a letter, which has been
transmitted to this Office from Captain Hunn, of His Majesty’s Sloop Redwing, reporting
‘the capture of the French Schooner, Sylph, with 388 Slaves on board, twenty of whom died
-on.the passage; and I am to request, that you will]lay the same before Viscount Castlereagh °
for his Lordship’s information.

Iam, &c.

Joseph Planta, Esq. &c. $e. §e. (Signed) HENRY GOULBURN.

 

{Unclosure 2 in No. 36, ¢.)

5 His Majesty’s Sloop Redwing, Sierra Leone, 10th February, 1819.
Sir, .

I have the honor to acquaint your Excellency, that whilst proceeding in the execution
-of orders from my Lords Commissioners of the‘Admiralty, on the 8th instant, being then in
latitude 7-deg. 56. min. N. and longitude 16 deg. 30 min. W. I fell in with the French
Schooner, Sylph, being fifty-seven days from Bony, with a cargo of 388 Slaves, bound to
Guadaloupe, 20 of whom have died on the passage.

I have captured the above schooner and brought her to this anchorage in preference
to the Cape of Good Hope, the more speedily to set these unfortunate victims at liberty; to
‘effect which, and the speedy proceeding of His Majesty’s sloop under my command, I have
to request your Excellency will be pleased to direct their immediate removal.

, I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) |FREDERICK HUNN, Commander
His Excelleney Governor Mac Carthy. |
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No. 87, c.

HisExcellency Sir. Charles Stuartto Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. 8c. dated
Parts, June Vth, 1819.—Received June 20th.

My Lord,
In obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s lateletter,

I have net failed to communicate to the Marquis Dessolles the correspondence:
relative to the capture of the French Slave ship, the Sylph; and to throw the ex.
pression of the feelings entertained by His Majesty's Government upon this subject
into the shape of a note, offering to make any reparation. which the honor of the |
French flag may require. a

In an interview which took place on the following day, His Excellency was
pleased to assure me, that he had seen with the greatest pleasure the desire
manifested by HisMajesty’s Government in this instance, to maintain the harmony
which exists between the two Courts. ;

The conciliatory tone of the Marquis Dessolles’ language, enabled me to
avail myself of the opportunity to cail his Excellency’s attention to the latterpart
of your Lordship’s instruction, by observing, that this flagrant instance of the
violation of the Law on the part of the master of the Sylph, proved the justice of:
the arguments which had been alleged for the adoption of joint measures to pre-
vent the continuance of the Slave Trade ; that I had expected to receive some
communication on the part of His Excellency upon this subject, and that I was
willing to hope it had been deferred, rather from a press of other business, than
from disinclination to enter upon the consideration of the question. Monsieur
Dessolles. admitted, that he owed to His Majesty’s Government an explanation
of the opinions entertained by the present administration respectirig the Slave
Trade; and that he hoped I would do them the justice to believe, that it did
riot essentially differ from the notions entertained by my Government: that, how-
ever, the current of public opinion seemed decidedly unfavorable to the admis-
sion of a right of visit on the part of foreigners, and presented a difficulty by no
means easy to overcome. M. Dessolles added that he will forthwith recommend
to his Colleagues to consider the subject thoroughly.

He further said, that if His Majesty’s Government will at the same time
urn their attention to the subject, perhaps we might contrive some expedient,
twhich shall prevent the possibility of any future infraction of the Law. I am
upon the whole, of opinion that the tenor of the Marquis Dessolles’ language,
during this conversation, affords better hopes of ultimately meeting the wishes
of the Prince Regent, by combining some arrarigement for the prevention of the
Slave Trade, than the communications which took place last year allowed me
to indulge.

I have the honor to be, &c. ,

(Signed) CHARLES STUART. .
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Ge. Se. S&e.

No. 88, c.

His Excellency Sir CharlesStuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G..&c. &c:
dated Paris, July 1, 1819.—Received July 4th.

~My Lord,

; I enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of the note, which, in
virtue ofthe instructions contained in yeur despatch, I sometime since addressed
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to M. Dessolles, for the purpose of announcing the capture of the
ship the Sylph, together with the answer which hi Excellency hasbeeree
toreturnunderiiatewf ee 29th of last month.

is Excellency’s note states, that a British ship employed in
traffic has been captured by a French cruizer, I thought Ceday te avail
myself of the opportunity, to call the attention of the other members of the
Government to the subject. I therefore detailed to Monsieur Decazes in con-
yersation whathad passed, and urged that Minister, for reasons which I stated,
to concert some joint arrangement with my Court for preventing the continuation
of this trade. °

I endeavoured to get over the objection to a general right of visit, by
hinting that a joint expedition, specifically charged to prevent this traffic,might
be employed during a certain number of months in the year upon the coast.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Signed CHARLES STUART.
To.Lord Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. (Signed) u

Se. Se. Se.

Cinclosure 1 in No. 88, ¢.)

Sir Charles Stuart to the Marquis Dessolles, dated Paris 15 June, 1819.

Sir,
I have the honor to enclose the copy of an Official Letter from Captain

Hunn, of His Majesty’s ship Redwing, detailing the circumstances which have
attended the capture of the French ship the Sy/phe, on the passage from Bony
on the coast of Africa, to Guadaloupe with a cargo of slaves. ,

I have received directions to state to your Excellency the sincere regret
with which the Prince Regent's Government have seen that an erroneous notion
of duty should have led to this unauthorized proceeding on the part of a British
officer, and to declare that his Royal Highness will be ready to make every suit-
able reparationto his most Christian Majesty’s flag ; though I must observe that
so unequivocal a proof of the infraction of French laws, and of the continuation
of this Traffic by His Most Christian Majesty's subjects, merits the most serious

attention,and offers a fresh argument in favor ofreciprocal arrangements between
the two Courts to prevent the continuation of so great an evil.

Ihave, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

 

CInclosure 2 in No. 38, ¢.)

Monsieur Ambassadeur, Paris, 29e Juin, 1819.

J’ai recu avec la lettre que Votre Excellence m’a fait ’honneur de m’adres-

ser le 15 de ce mois, une copie de la depéche par laquelle le Capitaine Hunn,

commandant le batiment anglais Le Redwing, annoncoit & Monsieur !e Gouver-

neur de Sierra Leone, la capture du navire francois Le Syiphe, lequel paroit avoir

tenté de transporter des Négres de la céte d’Afrique & la Guadaloupe.
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‘Les assurances et les offres dont Votre Excellence a été chargé d’accom.
‘pagner cette communication, sont, Monsieur TAmbassadeur, de natureA satis.
‘faire le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté trés chretienne, qui ne désire pas avec moins
d'ardeur que le Gouvernement Britannique, lentiére abolition du commerce dy
noirs: les mesures qu'il a prises pour arriver & ce but paroissent avoir eu dheu.
reux résultats, et derniérement encore il lui a été annoncé, qu’un batiment arrivé
a PIsle de France, et faisant sous pavillon anglais le contrebande des hoirs, a été
arreté par ordre du Gouvernement de I’Isle de Bourbon, et remis auCapitaine
-de la frégate anglaise la Magicienne.

Comme il est probable, que Monsieur le Gouverneur de Sierra Leone
aura jugs convenable de remettre & la disposition des autorités de létablissement
francais le plus voisin, le navire saisi par Mr. le Capitaine Hunn, Votre Excel.
Jence ne doit pas douter que l’armateur et Pequipage de ce navire ne soient je-
és et punis suivant la rigueur des lois.

J'ai Phonneur, &c.

(Signs) Le MARQUIS DESSOLLES.
A Son Excellence le Chevalier Stuart,

Sc, &e. &e.

 

(Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 88, c.)

‘Sir, Paris, 29 June, 1819.

I have received, enclosed in the letter which your Excellency did me the
honor of addressing to me on the 18th instant, a copy of the despatch by which
Captain Hunn of the English ship Redwing informed the Governor of Sierra
Leone of having taken the French vessel Le Sylpke, which, it would appear, has
attempted to carry slaves from the coast of Africa into Guadaloupe.

_ ‘The assurances and overtures with which your Excellency has been in-
structed to accompany that communication cannot but prove satisfactory to His
Most Christian Majesty's Government, which desires as ardently as the British
Government the total abolition of the Slave Trade ; and the measures whichit
has taken for that purpose seem to have been successful, inasmuch as it was
informed but very lately, that a vessel, which arrived in the Isle of France, and
which carried on the Slave Trade under the English flag, has been detained by
order of the Government of the Isle of Bourbon, and given in charge to the
Captain of the Magicienne, English frigate. ‘

It being probable, that the Governor of Sierra Leone will have thought
proper to place the vessel, captured by Captain Hunn, at the disposal of the au-.
thorities of the nearest French settlement, your Excellency may rest assured, that
both the owner and the crew of the vessel in question will be proceeded against
and punished to the utmost rigour of the laws.

Ihave the honor, &c. &c.

(Signed) The MARQUIS DESSOLLES.

iis Excellency Sir Charles Stuart,
Se §e. Se.
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No. 8y, e.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &c.
dated Paris, 30th August, 1819.—Received September 8.

My Lord,

In obedience to your Lordship’s directions, I have stated to the Marquis
Dessolles, the orders which have been issued by his Majesty's Government for
the restorationof the french ship the Sylph, which was lately detained by one of
His Majesty’s Cruizers, in her passage from the coast of Africa to the West In-
dies; and I have requested that duplicates of the orders by which the French
Authorities on the coast of Africa are directed to receive the vessel, may be en-
trusted to my care.

The Marquis Dessolles has transmitted me the duplicates of the orders
upon this subject to the Governors of Senegal and of the Isle of Bourbon, which
His Excellency expresses a wish to have forwarded to their destination as early
as may be convenient. I must add, at the same time, that His Excellency ex-
pressed himself in the same conciliatory spirit which has distinguished all the
communications of the French Government upon this subject.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
To Viseount Castlereagh, K. G.

Sc. Fe. §fe.

 

No. 40, e.

His Excellency The Marquis de Latour Maubourg to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G.
Sc. §e. dated London, 29th Sept. 1819.

Milord,

Désirant réunir les documens les plus complets sur la législation.
Anglaise concernant l’abolition de la traite des noirs, je crois pouvoir m’adresser
4 votre Excellence, pour la prier de me communiquer ceux qui se trouveraient 4

son Département et qu’ellejugerait convenable de faire connoitre, en y joig-

nant, s’il se peut, quelques renseignements sur les moyens de. répression qui
sont mis en usage contre l’extraction des négres de la cote d’Afrique et contre

les tentatives d’introduction dans les colonies, soit que les noirs aient été saisis

en pleine mer et sur le littoral, soit qu’ils Paient été dans Pintérieur du pays
aprés leur débarquement.

Le but commun et si louable que nos deux gouvernments se proposent,
me fait présumer, Milord, que votre Excellence ne verra rien d’indiscret dans

eette demande, et je saisis cette occasion pour lui renouveller assurance de Ja

plus haute consideration, &c.

(Signé) V. DE LATOUR MAUBOURG.

Son Excellence Lord Castlereagh,
&e. &e. &e.
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(Translation af No. 40, e.J

. London, the 29th ofSeptember, 1819,
My Lord,

Wishing ta collect a complete series af documents concerning the
English laws for the abolition of the Slave Trade,IhopeImay address myself to
your Excellency, to request that you will communicate to me such of‘them as
may be in. your office, and which you may deem it proper ta make known
adding, if possible, some information on the means of repression employed for
preventing the exportation of Slaves from the coast of Africa, and the attempts
to introduce them into the colonies, whether the negroes have been seized at
sea and on.the coast, or in the interior of the country after their landing.
, The meritorious object which. our two Governments have“equally
in view, induces me to presume, my Lord, that your Excellency will not see
any indiscretion in this request, and I avail myself of this opportunity to
repeat to you the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) —'V« DE LATOUR MAUBOURG.

His Excellency Lord Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. &e. &e,

 

No. 4], ¢.

Joseph Planta, Esq. to His Excellency the Marquis de la Tour Maubourg,

Foreign Office, October 6th, 1819.

Mr. Planta presents his compliments to the Marquis de la Tour Mau-
bourg, and in allusion to his Excellency’s note of the 29th September, request-
ing to be furnished with certain docutents relating to the Abolition of the

- Slave Trade, has the honor to acquaint his Excellency, that he has received.
Lord Castlereagh’s directions to communicate most fully with him upon this
subject, and to furnish his Excellency with every information which it may be
in his power to afford upon it. o

.Mr, Planta will be most happy to receive his Excellency’s commands
for this purpose.

His,Excellency the Marquis de la Tour Maubourg,

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 42, c.

‘Viscount Castlereagh to. His. Excellency Sir. Charles.Stuart, K.B.&c.

Sir, Foreign Office,. 8th October,. 181%

I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency the enclosed copy of
a paper, received from a respectable source, beinga list of french vessels said.
to be engaged in the Slave Trade, together with the names of their supposed
owners, and the ports from whence they. have sailed.
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Your. Excellency will employ such means 4s may be in your power td
ascertain the truth of this information; and in communicating it to M. Dessolles, -
you will particularly draw His Excellency’s attention, to the extent to which
this abominable Traffic appears to be still carried on by His Most Chistian -
Majesty’s subjects ; and your Excellency will not fail to urge M. Dessolles, in
the strongest manner, to take every step which he may think the most effectual
for putting down these illicit practices, agreeably to the repeated assurances,
which His Majesty’s Government have received upon this subject from the
French Ministers.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Exeellency Sir Charles Suuart, K. B.
Se §c. &e.

 

No. 48, c.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency the Marquis de ta Tour Miaubdourg,

Foreign Office, October 9th, 1819.
Monsieur Le Marquis,

I have the honor to send to your Excellency a copy of a paper which
has been put into my hands, beingalist of French vessels said to be at present
engaged in the Slave Trade, together with the names of their supposed Own-

‘ers, and the ports from whence they are in the habit of. sailing.
The repeated assurances which the British Government have received

from the Ministers of His Most Christian Majesty, of their very earnest desire
éffectually to put a stop to these illicit practices on the part of His subjects,
have convinced me that they will accept with satisfaction any information which
ean be furnished from hence on the subject of them. I have therefore transmit-
ted aduplicate copy of this paper to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, and
have directed his Excellency to communicate upon it, without reserve, with the
Marquis de Dessolles. I have at the same time thought it expedient to send it
immediately to your Excellency, in order that, in your Reports to your Govern-
ment, you may add the weight of your high authority, to the representations

. which Sir Charles Stuart has been directed to make, with a view to the investi-
gation of the facts therein alledged.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

Hie Excellency the Marquis de la Tour Maubourg,
Ge. &e. &e.

-
 

No. 44, c. —

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuartto Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. Se. §c.
Ny Lord dated: Paris October 11, 1819.—Received October 14.
y ’ .

. .. [have again pressed upon the'attention of the French Ministers, that it
“ls Nevessary to lose no tineinconveyingthe instructions to His ‘Most Chiistian’

625



626

16

Majesty's Ambassador in London, which may enable him to combine measures
with the Ministers of the Powers,which have concured in the Abolition of the.
Slave Trade, for the purpose of preventing the infraction of the several laws they
have enacted upon this subject. Co

_ The Marquis Dessolles says, that (provided his Majesty’s Government do
not continue to insist upon the right of visit) His. MostChristian Majesty will
readily consent to authorise Monsieur de Latour Maubourg to combine a system
calculated to obtain the object,in yiew. of which the execution shall be confided

_ to the different Powers who have determined to abolish the’ trade;butthat it
would be - desirable to found the instructions, which may be drawn up for this
purpose, upon the general notions, which, with referonce to what passed in the
conversations which[ have had the honor.to report to your Lordship, His Majes-
ty’s Government may be pleased to communicate.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Gc. §c. Se.

 

No. 43, e.

His Excellency ‘Sir Charles” Stuart, to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. §c. &c.
dated Paris; 8th November, 1819.—Recetved 11th November, ~~

My Lord;

In obedience to the directions contained in your Lordship’s letter of the
Sth October, I have not failed again to eall the attention of the French Govern-
ment to the necessity of checking the frequent infractions of their law, enacted
last session for the suppression of the Slave Trade; and, in stating the particulars
oftheinformationwhichhasreached my Court upon this subject,|have expressed
my hope, that the competent authorities will be directed to take measures to apply
the legal penalties to the cases which, after enquiry, shall appear to bé eorrtetly
represented in this communication.

His Excellency having merely answered by general assurances, I have
endeavoured to impress the anxiety of my Court, respecting this subject, upon,
his attention, by sending him-the further intelligence which has been obtained

. in the course of my enquiries respecting the cases mentioned in your Lordship’s
letter. a

{ have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
Viseount Castlereagh, K. G.

 &e. Ke.  &e.

 

‘Cinelosure 1 in No.-45, e.)

Sir, Paris, 15th October 1819.

I have received the directions of His Britannic Majesty’s Government to
transmitto. ‘yourExcellency the enclosed list-of-French vessels said to be engaged
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in the Slave Trade, with the names of their supposed owners, and the ports from
whence they sail. i

_ As this statement shews the great extent, to which this abominable traffic
has been carried on by His Most Christian Majesty's subjects, therepeated,
assurances which have been received from the French authorities induce me tohope, that no time will be lost in taking every step which may be thought the most
likely to prevent the continuance of such illegal practices,

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) § CHARLES STUART.
His Excellency the Marquis Dessolles,

6 | 6§fe. be.

 

(Inclosure 2 in No. 45, ¢.)

Paris, ce 19 &Octobre 1819.
Monsieur PAmbassadeur,

; J’ai regu avec la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait Phonneur de
m’adresser le 15 de ce mois, une liste de Navires Francais que Yon présume
avoir été . nployés au commerce des noirs.

Je me suis empressé de la transmettre & M. le Ministre de la Marine, et
de linviter faire punir, suivant toute la rigueur des lois, ces contraventions aux
ordres de Sa Majesté, si, aprés vérification, les faits allégués se trouvent étre
exacts.

J’ai Phonneur, &c.

(Signé) LE MARQUIS DESSOLLES.

A Son Excellence Sir Charles Stuart,
ec. Se. Ke.

 

(Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 45, €.)

Paris, October 19th, 1819.
Mons. PAmbassadeur,

I have received, together with the letter which your Excellency did me
the honour to address to me on the 15th instant, a list of French vessels, which
are supposed to be engaged in the traffic of slaves.

~ I have lost no time in transmitting the same to the Minister of Marine,
with a request that he will cause these infractions of His Majesty's orders
to be punished with the utmost severity of the law, if, after due enquiry, it
shall be found that the facts stated arg correct.

T have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) |THE MARQUIS DESSOLLES.
Ess. Excellency Sir Charles Stuart,

&e. &e. &c.
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(Inclosure3tnNo. 45, ¢.}

Paris, Nov. 7, ¥819,
Sir,

Your Excelleney’s letter-of the 19th October having announced that the
necessary enquiries will be set on foot, without delay, for the purpose of ascer-
taining how far the statement I had the honor to transmit to your Excellency on
the 15th of Jast month, is worthy ofcredit ; and that measures will be adopted for
the punishment of the individuals, who may infringe the law abolishing the com-
merce in slaves, I think it my duty to acquaint your Excellency, that accordin
to the information which I have received, the French vessel the Rodeur, of
tons burthen, belonging to a banker of Paris, and commanded by Captain
Boucher, left the port of Havre last spring for the coast of Africa, where she
procured 280 slaves, of whom the captain succeeded in landing 200 on the
island of St.:Thomas, the rest having died on the passage, since I cannot doubt
that this case will merit your Excellency’s serious attention.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
His Excellency the Marquis Dessolles,

&e. &e. ke.

 

No. 46, ec.

Wiitiam Hamilton, Esq. to His Excellency the Marquis de la Tour

Maubourg, &c. &c.

Foreign Office, November22, 1819,

Mr. Hamilton presents his compliments to the Marquis de la Tour
Maubourg; and in compliance with His Excellency’s request to that effect, has
the honor to forward enclosed, for the information of the Government of His
Most Christian Majesty; a copy of each. of the various Acts ‘which have passed
the British Legislature, for the repression of the Slave Trade, together with
several Ordersin Council and other documents upon the same subject.

No. 47,.c.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. §e. §¢.
dated Paris, December 6, 1819.—Received 10th December.

My Lord,

_ I have received the note of which I havethe honor to enclose a copy,
from the Baron Pasquier, enclosing a letter from the Minister of the Marine, in
answertb my tepresentation of the repeated infractions of the Law enacting the
abolition of the commerce in Slaves, on the part ofhduses established in sever
ef the principal ports of France.
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Your Lordship will observe, that Monsieur Pasquier announces, in thi :

munication, that the FrenchAuthorities in the Colonies havereceived orders to

whe vie te oak the Ta suspected to have been fitted out for this service,
with a viewto enforce w, in every case where the suspicions of the i ‘

tion shall turn out to be well founded. Pierons e infrag

I have the honor ta be, &c.

Signed , or ;

Viscount Castlereagh K. @. (Signed) CHARLES STUART.

&e. &e. &.

(Inelosure 1 in No. 47, c.)

Monsr. |’Ambassadeur, Paris, le ler Decembre, 1819.

J’ai eu Vhonneur d’informer votre Excellence par ma lettre du 25 du

mois dernier, que j’avois adressé 4 Monsr. le Ministre de la Marine, les nouveaux
renseignemens qu’ elle m’avait transmis, rélativement a des navires soupgonnés

d’étre employés& la Traite des Noirs. | .

J'ai ’honneur d’adresser & votre Excellence un extrait de la reponse qué

jeregoisde ceMinistre. Elle y verra, que toutes les précautions ont été prises

pour punir les déelinquans, si quelques uns des navires soupconnés deviennenten

effet coupables de contravention aux Lois qui prohibent ce Trafic.

J’ai Phonneur d’étre, &c.

Signé PASQUIER.
Son Excellence le Chevalier Stuart, K. B. (Signe) PASQU

&. &e. &.

 

(Translation of Inclosure 1 in No. 47, c.)

_Monsr. Ambassadeur, Parts, December 1, 1819.

I had the honor to inform your Excellencyin my letter of the 25th ultimo,

that I had transmitted to the Minister of Marine, the fresh information which you

had forwarded to me, relative to certain’vessels suspected of being engaged in

the Traffic for Slaves. .
1 have now the honor to enclose to your Excellency an extract of the an-

swer which I have received from that Minister. Your Excellency will see by it

that every precaution has been taken in order to punish the offenders, in the event

of any of the suspected vessels becoming really guilty of an infraction of the

Laws prohibiting this Traffic.
8 I have the honor to be, &.

(Signed) PASQUIER.

Biss Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, XK. B.

Se Se. &§e.
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(Inclosure 2 in No. 47, ¢.)

“ Je viens dinformer les Gouverneurs et Commandansde nos Possessions
d’outre-mer, que les six navires dont il 's’ agit sont suspects d’étre destinés & deg
opérations de Traite de Noirs.

Je les charge en meme tems de donner les ordres nécessaires, pourque
ceux des dits navires qui se présenteraient dans un des Ports de leur jurisdiction,
y soient l'objet de la surveillance la plus sévére, et dans -le cas de contraventionréconnile, pour qu’ils soient & la diligence du Ministére public, saisis, ainsi que
leur Cargaison, conformément 4 la loi. ;

Quant au navire le Rodeur, commandé par le Capitaine Boucher, il estarrivé au Havre, le 6 Novembre, venant de St. Thomas, d’oi il était parti le 16
Septembre précédent, et je donne au Commissaire de la Marine au Havre, l’ordre
de prendre au sujet de ce bAtiment Jes informations les plus précises, et d’encommuniquer le résultat par écrit au Ministére public.”

 

{Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 47, c.)

[have just made known to the Governors. and Commandants of our
Colonies, that the six vessels in question are suspected of being engaged in theSlave Trade. a, i_ _ [have at the same time instructed them to give orders, that, in case of
the arrival of any of those vessels in the Ports under their jurisdiction, they may
be placed under the strictest surveillance ; and thus, if it should appear that they
.are guilty of a breach of the Laws, they may be seized, together with their
cargoes, by the proper officers, according to Law.

_ With regard to the vessel le Rodeur, commanded by Capt. Boucher, she
arrived at Havre on the 6th of November, from St. Thomas, from whence she
sailed the 16th September preceding: andI have directed the Commissary of
Marine at Havre, to set on foot a strict enquiry respecting this vessel, and to
report the result to Government.”

 

No. 48, e.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &€. Se
dated Paris, December 9th, 1819.—Received December 13th.

My Lord,

I have the honeur to enclose acopy of a letter I have received from Baron
Pasquier, accompanying the extract of a deposition on the part of the captain of
the Rodeur, one ofthe vessels suspected to have been lately engaged in the Slave
Trade, which His Excellency considers to offer an explanation of the numerous
reports received by His Majesty’s Government, respecting the infractions of the
French laws upon that subject.

Ihave the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) == CHARLES STUART.
Fiseount Castlereagh, K. G.

&. &e. &e.
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(Inclosure1 in No. 48, ¢.)
.

P - ,le 7 :

' Monsr. L’Ambassadeur, anes me Decembre 1819

J’ai Yhonneur de transmettre & votre Excellence, comme faisant suite
aux renseignemens que je lui ai adressés par ma lettre du premier de ce mois,
l'extrait d’une déposition faite par le capitaine du Navire Francais le Rodeur,
du Havre, & son rétour de la céte d’Afrique et de I’Isle St. Thomas.

Il est annoncé dans cette piece, que les Batimens Espagnols et Portugais,
qui se livrent & la traite des noirs, prennent le nom des Batimens Francais quils
rencontrent en mer. Cette circonstance, que votre Excellence ne manquera: pas
de remarquer, pourrait expliquer la fréquence des rapports qui attribuent & des
Navires Francais la violation des lois qui prohibent la traite. .- oe

J’ai ’honneur, &c.

(Signe) PASQUIER.
A Son Excellence le Chevalier Stuart.

&e. &e. §&e.

 

( Translation of Inclosure 1 in No. 48, e.)

"Monsr. PAmbassadeur,

Ihave the honor to enclose to. your Excellency, in addition to the informa-
tion contained in my letter of the Ist instant, the extract of a deposition made
by the captain of the French vessel le Rodeur, of Havre, on his return from the

. e@oast ofAfrica, and from the Island of St. Thomas.
, It is stated in this document, that the French and Portuguese vessels,
empieyed in the Slave Trade, assume the name of such French ships as they fall
in with at sea. Your Excellency will not fail to remark this circumstance,
which may explain the frequency of the reports, attributing to French vessels the
infraction of the laws which prohibit this traffic.

I have the honour to be, &c.

 (Signed)’ PASQUIER.
Eis Excellency Sir Charles Stuart,

Se. Fe. Se.

(Inclosure 2 in No. 48, ¢.)

Extratt PuneDéposition faite par le Capitaine du Navire le Rodeur, du Havre,

venant de la Cite dAfrique, et de ? Isle St. Thomas.

~ . .“¢ Jln’a aucune connaissance,en cetteriviere, d’aucun batiment,soit faisant
Is Traite’des Noirs, soit surveillant cette contravention; mais aprés étre sorti de
la riviére, il avait fait rencontre de plusieurs Batimens Espagnols et Portugais
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quil a supposé étre des négriers, ce dont toutefois il'na poi s’assurer, n’ayant pas
communiqué. Il observe &cet égard, qu'il a appris St.Thomas queles Batimens
de ces deux nations avaient soin, lorsqu’ils avaient fait rencontre de quelques
Navires Frangais, de changer leur nom contre ceux de ces derniers. ll ignoré
les motifs de cette manceuvre.”

(Translation of Inclosure 2 in No. 48, e.)

Extract of a Deposition made by the Captain of the Vessel, le Rodeur, of Havre,
on his returnfrom the Coast of Africa, and from the Island of St. Thomas.

‘« He had no knowledge in the river of any vessel either engaged in the
Slave Trade, or stationed there for its prevention; but after having left theriver,
he fell in with several Spanish and Portuguese vessels, which he supposed to be
Slave Traders, which, however, he could not positively ascertain, having had no
communication with them. On this subject, he remarks, that he learnt at St.
‘Thomas’, that the vessels of both those nations, ‘whenever they fell in with any
French ships, were in the habit of assuming the names of the latter instead of
their own: but he is not aware of the motives of this proceeding.”

 

No. 49, c.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &c,

Foreign Office, 20th January, 1820.
Sir,

The discussions in London on the important question of the abolition of
the Slave Trade, I regret to say, have latterly been altogether suspended, in
consequence of certain of the Allied Ministers, and particularly the French Ple-
nipotentiary, not having received the necessary instructions from their Govern-
ments. ,

Your Excellency will, therefore, in concert with General Pozzo diBorgo,
represent to Mr. Pasquier the state in which the negotiation now stands; the un-
abated interest which it inspires in this country ; our deep regret that it’s progress
has latterly not corresponded with the high expectations which so powerful an
union entitled us to form of it’s success; and you will invite the French Govern-
ment to devote, without loss of time, their serious attention to this subject, in
order to give to the measures which the Five Courts are solemnly pledged con--
jointly to take, a renewed impulse.

I trust that your Excellency willfind the French Government disposed,
either to embrace a measure founded upon a modification of a mutual system of
visit (an expedient which has always appeared to the Court of London theonly
one really effectual to the object), or to bring forward some other adequately oper-
ative system for consideration, upon which it may be their opinion that the united
excrtions of the Powers can be directed to the common pwrpose.
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You may assure M. Pasquier, that, in the latter case, any such proposition
will be met on the part of the Prince Regent’s Government, with every disposi-
tion to give it the most candid examination, and, if approved, to co-operate in
its execution. .

- In discussing this matter with the French Government, your Excellency
will endeavour to combine your exertions as much as possible with the Russian
Minister; and in order to do justice to the view which has been hitherto taken
by your own Court, of the most effectual measures for repressing the illicit Traffic
now so extensively carrying on, I have to refer your Excellency in extenso. to
the proceedings which took place at Aix-la~Chapelle.

The report of an interview which I had when at Paris with M. Laisné
and M. Molé on this subject, deserves particular attention, as the proposition
therein stated to have been laid by me before these Ministers, involves no per-
manent sacrifice whatever of any right. It proceeds upon the principle of an ex-
perimental measure, for the purpose of trying the efficacy or inefficacy, the conve-
nience or incovenience, for a limited number of years, of a local system, by which
the united naval means of the two Powers on the African Coast, should be turned
against the illicit Slave Trade. Supposing, after a trial of four or five years, the
system proved more objectionable than useful, or should the evil in the mean time
have been entirely put down, the convention, once expired, need not be renewed.
On the other hand, if, as we believe, this mode of repression should be found to
operate favorably, and not to be productive of embarrassment, the experiment
thus made might induce the high contracting Powers to renew the arrangement
for a further term.

I recommend the whole of this subject to your Excellency’s earliest and
most particular attention, which presses the more, as Count Palmella leaves
England for the Brazils early in April.

Iam, &e.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
Hie Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.

Ge. §e. &e.

 

No. 50, ¢.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. Sc.

Foreign Office, February 5th, 1820.

Sir,

I have thehonour to transmit to your Excellency the enclosed copies of a
correspondence which has lately passed between the officer administering the
Government of the Island of Mauritius, and the Governor of the Island of
Bourbon, on the subject of the measures to.be adopted for putting an end to the
Slave Trade in that quarter; and I have to request that you will take an early

epportunity of expressing to the Government of His Most Christian Majesty,
the pleasure which His Britannic Majesty has derived from observing the
sincere disposition of the Governor Milius, to co-operate cordially in an object
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which His Majesty, in.common with His Most Christian Majesty, has so
much at heart. ©

Iam, &c.
_ (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

HisExcellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.

Se: Se. Fe. - .

 

CInclosure1 in No. 50, e.)

. Downing-Street, 27 January, 1890.
Sir, ,

I am directed by Earl Bathurst to transmit to you the enclosed copy of
a despatch from the officer administering the Government of the Mauritius,
communicating a correspondence which had taken place between himself and —
the Governor of the Island of Bourbon, on the subject of measures to be adopted
for putting an end to the Slave Trade in that quarter, and I am to request that
youwould move Lord Castlereagh to take an early opportunity of expressing to
the French Government, the pleasure which the Prince Regent has derived from
ebserving the sincere disposition of Governor Milius to co-operate cordially in
an object which His Royal Highness, in common with His Most Christian
Majesty, has so much at heart.

Iam, &c.

(Signed) HENRY GOULBURN.

CInclosure 2 in No. 50, €:)

Major General Darling to Earl Bathurst, K. G. &e. dated Mauritius,

15th July, 1819.
My Lord,

From the opinion entertained that the exportation of arms and gun-
powder to Madagascar, had proved a means of promoting the Slave Trade, as
stated in the letter which I had the honour of addressing to your Lordship on
the Ist of May, it appeared to me desirable to induce, if possible, the Go-
vernor of thefeland of Bourbon, from whence considerable {supplies of those
articles had been exported, to unite in the prohibition which had been ordered
during General Hall’s Administration,

I accordingly wrote to Governor Milius with this view, and enclose
for your Lordship’s information a copy of my letter, as likewise an extract
ef his answer, by which your Lordship will perceive that he has not only
entered heartily mto the measure, but has also prohibited the exportation
of horses. ‘I have since had occasion to write to Governor Milius on other
points, and I have great pleasure in assuring your Lordship, that he has invari-
ably manifested the most friendly disposition towards this Government. Oa

_ ‘one occasion he proposed to me, thatreciprocal search should be established.
hetween the two Governments by the ships of war .of our respective natiaas, im
‘the case of yessels belonging to either, suspected ofbeing engaged in the



State Trade. But. a8 I_hadbeen informed by Mr.Smith,the ChiefJudge,
that a similar proposition had been made on the part of our Government, andrejected by the French, I conceived it proper to apprise.Mr,.Milius of this
circumstance; and todecline recognizing the principle. 7

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship, the copy of Governor.
Milius’s letter, and of my answer, on -t: s subject,: whi hone -willbeap-

proved by your Lordship. yect, which I hope will be ap-

Ihave, &c.
.R, ._DARLING,

| | Major General Commanding.
The Earl Bathurst, K. G. ager (rener Commanding.

&e. Se. Se.

Mem. This Correspondence is fullygiven in the Inclosures to No. 56¢..

 

No. 61, ¢.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh,K. G. &c. &.
dated Paris, February 3, 1820.—Received February 6, 1820.

My Lord,

I have received yourLordship’s despatch of the 20th January last, point.
ing out the mode in which it will be expedient to call the attention of the French
Government to the adoption of some alternative for preventing the continued in-
fraction of the Laws, enacted in France and England, for the suppression of the
Slave Trades . , .

I lost no time in mentioning the subject to Baron Pasquier and to M. de
Cazes. In my first interview with the former he manifested some reluctance
to enter into the subject, saying that he saw no reason at present to concedé the
right of visit; that the infractions ofthe Law, which had been attributedtoFrench
subjects in many of the communications from England, had been greatly exag-.
gerated ; and, in some instances, had been the result of mercantile arrangements |
for the employment of English capital; that, besides, it was not fair to press the
subject exclusively upon France. I answered, that the papers transmitted re-
specting the infractions of the Law on the part of French subjects, contained
statements of:which had been transmitted to His Majesty's. Ministers’; and that,
so far fromexpecting the French Government to separate ‘their opinion from that
of Foreign Powers, my Court would be perfectly satisfied if they would adhere tp
any common arrangement, which the Ministers of Russia. and Austria might be
prepared to suy'gest, conjointly with myself. .
- I afterwards sought an interview with M. de Cazes; to whom I stated at
some length the wishes of His Majesty's Government to check abuses which are
equally odious to the public in both countries. -M. de Cazes said that-he would
do his utmost to forward some combination which should meet the wishes of my
Court ; but he expressed a desire to know from me whatarrangement would be
considered satisfactory by my Court.. Itold him that, ifthe principle of.a mutual
right of: visit could not be generally admitted for a limited number. of years,
perhaps he: would consent to equip’a squadron of ships of: both nations, .under
conditionsto be agreed. upon, to cruize upon the Coast ‘of Africa for a certain’
period; and-ashé appeared to consider this arrangementpracticable, I commu-
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micated’tovhim the: several papers.respecting.the. abélition which had.been laid
before Parliament this:Séssion.

_Mide Pasquier:on:Tuesday told me, that.this questionhad been.examined
by the Government with the: test’ care;.that:they: could not feekany,re-
pupnares‘ta nreet- thewishes-of.myCourt; but.thet he-is-convinced. nepartial
‘arrangement on the pert:of the:two Rowers is likely tevattain the object; and.
that, unless the measures we propose, are acted upon simaulianepusly. by-all. the
Powers in-whose colonial possessions:sleving.is tolerated, the traders willalways
contrive to-elide the regulations we may adopt; that the best way ofpreventing
the purchase ofnegroes or the Coast of Africa, would be to prohibit their sale in
the Colonies; that France cari easily enregister and number-the Slaves in the
‘Colonies she possesses, and forbid the sale of a single negro, if otherpowers will
do the same. He did not appear to make any allowance for the extreme difficulty
which Lobserved must occur in the enforcement of such regulations in the Spanish
and Portugueze Colonies, if ever they should’ be enacted; and' he insisted: that
the mere employmentof an armed force to prevent their conveyance across the
Ailantic was insufficient, so long as the Insurance Offices in London continued”
to insure, at so mucha head, the passage of Slaves under flags of all nations from
the Coast of Africa to the West Indies; notwithstanding my solemn declaration
that I believe the report is not entitled to credit.

Thave the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

Viscount Castlereagh K. G.

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 52, c.

His Excellency Sir Charles: Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.&c. &e.

dated Paris, 'Tth February, 1820. Received February 10th.

MyLord,

As the attention of the French Ministers-is now thoroughly awakened tothe necessity ef: putting their regulations respecting, the abolition of.the Slave.Trade upen a‘betterfooting, I have pressed the subject in repeated conversations.
with M. de-Cazes, M. Pasquier, and- BaronPortal, during the last’ three: days.
and: my: instances have been supported by the Russian. Minister, ta whom [.represented, that the present. opportunity is particularlywell. chosen to give effect,to the instructions he has received upon that subject:

The Count de Cazes and Baron Portal told me, that they:fully enter into
the feelings of: my-Court upon this question; and that they see the necessity of
provittg te the-world, by measures, their: determination. to go hand im hend with.

ajesty’s Governiient im their endeavours: to. prevent: the-infractions-of the,laws which constantly-take place. When: I preasedthe latter to-state to me in.
detailhisopinion respecting the steps, which, under thie present circumstances, can.
be carried into effeet without inconvemience, hesaidthat, although he had lately.considered the subject a good deal, heregrets-to find. that none. of thealterna;tives which present themselves to his mind, appear. to be. wholly freefrom objection, or. likely to lead.tothat decisive result: which could. be wished: that hehad; inthe first instanee, thought.they. might. prohibit all trade from:Africa to the
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‘WestIndies;. but,upon.consideringthe effects of such a regulation, he found it
would, be: prejudicial to the fair trade which may: be. carried on in:that ‘part of
tlie. world,, without. preventing, in any. respect, the’ p; sage ofSlave Tiaders
from the. coast of Guinea tothe.Brazils:' That, although ihe register: of the
slaves in the colonies in the possession:of France, can, withoutdifficulty, be
effected, even: this measure. would. not. prevent. their: alienafion,. unless it, is
accompanied: by a lawattachingthem to the soil; and: clianging the: state of
slavery. to. that.of: service by engagement; which notion he threw out ratlier for
the.consideration of the British Government, than ftom a,conviction that: it may’
be adopted. He. expressed his fears, however, that, so long as: the system of.
secret.insurancesof slave ships shall prevail'ia England, and that: the trade- of
the Portugueze shall not be abolished; nomeasure He can propose is likely to-be
thoroughly effectual : that since the first mischief is to'be traced‘ exclusively: te:
His Majesty’s subjects, he must look ta. the British Legislature to find an ade-
quateremedy; and that the latter difficulty can only be overcome by the joint
efforts ofalltlie Governments whicli have decreed the abolition; and he assured
me, that instructions will be sent to M. de Caraman, which will show that the
French Government will not be tardy in giving:their hearty conawrrence td, any,
arrangement likely to obtain that object. .

Two days after this conversation took place, I saw M. Pasquier : he said
that:his:colleagues woulil have. told: me. the measures.to: which: my oyertares are
likely to give rise; that if His Majesty's Ministers. shall bring forwardtheneces-
sary bills to prevent the secret insurance of slave ships, the subject will necessa-
rily. come under discussion by our Legislature, about the time an act will be
proposed in France criminating the accomplices in this comimerce :—that the
instructions he should send to M. de Caraman, will be equally, if not more
decisive, since that gentleman will be authorised to propose the establishment of
commissions, composed of subjects of the two nations at Senegal, and at whatever
port in.the West:Indiesshould be deemed most expedient,. for the expresspur-
pose of ensuring on the spot the application of the laws enacted in both coun-
tries:—that. he will be. further: directed to concur in any representation which,
the conference in London may think it proper to address to the Court of Rio
Janeire; since lie cannot suppose the Portuguese Ministers:willbe able to resist
the impulse, which our representations are likely ta. acquire. whien theyare. sup-.
ported by allthe greatpowers.

I have the honour to.be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.

Viseount Castlereagh, K. G.
&. &. &e.

 

No. 83, C

Viscount-Castlereagh toHisExceilencySirCharles Stuart, K.B. §c.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 25, 1820.

T have the honor of enclosing to your Excellency the extract of a
letter-and.its enclosures, received by Karl. Bathuret. from Governor M‘Carthy
at Sierra Leone, announcing the detention.ofteFrengh vessel « LaMarie.”
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In communicating these papers to the French Government, you will
make a suitable apology for, the: infraction 6f the rights of the FrenchFlag,
which has been, in this instance, committed in the detention of the above-
mentioned vessel, without anathority from: this ‘Government, and contrary, as
they are ready to admit, to Inter-National Law.

You will, however, avail yourself of this fresh opportunity of demon.
strating to the French Government, the extent and enormity of the abuses
carried onalong the coast of Africa, under the French Flag; and you will
call their attention particularly to that part of Governor M‘Carthy’s despatch,
which states that none of His Most Christian Majesty’s ships are ‘either sta.
tioned or cruizing in those Latitudes for the repression of increasing”pre-
valence of this illegal Traffic.

I am, &e.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K.B.

&. &ce. &e.

_ Mem.--The Fnclosure in this Despatch will be found in the correspon-.
dence furnished by the Colonial Department.

 

No. 54, ec.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart K. B. &c. &e.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 25th, 1820

I have the honor of transmitting to yourExcellency the copy ofa letter
received by Earl Bathurst from Governor M‘Carthy, at Sierra Leone; and of
one from Commodore Sir George Collier, reporting the detention of the French
schooner, La Catharine, with 50 slaves on board, which vessel was to be sent
to the nearest French port, there to be delivered up to the French authorities;
and I request your Excellency will communicate these papers to the French
Government, for their information: .

As the detention of this vessel is marked by similar circumstances to
those attending the seizure of the French schooner La Marie, as detailed in my
other despatch of this date, Your Excellency will not fail to hold the same
‘language on this case to the French Minister, both in apology for the detention
of the vessel by British authorities, and in recommendation of some more effica-
cious measures on the part of His Most Christian Majesty’s Government, for the
better observance by their subjects of the stipulations of the treaty.

Tam &. (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His ExcellencySirCharlesStuart, K. B.

Ge Se. §&e.

_ Mems.--The Inclosures inthis Despatch will be found in the Correspon:
- pencefurnishedby-the Colonial Department, .
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No. 58, c.

Viscount CastlereaghtoHis Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &e.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 26th, 1820.

I have the honor of enclosing to Your Excellency the extract of a des-
patch received by the Board of Admiralty from Commodore Sir George Collier,
reporting his further operations in prevention of the illicit Slave Trade on the.
coast of Africa, by which it appears, that he has boarded and searched two
vessels sailing under French colours, the Jeune Estelle; and Joseph, ‘both of
which proved to have slaves on board.

- Your Excellency will make such communication of this intelligence to
the French Government as you may think fit: and in adverting to the horrible
cruelties, which it appears, by Sir George Collier's report, mark the prosecution
of this inhuman and illegal traffic, you will not fail to express the conviction of
His Majesty's Government, of the deep regret with which the French Minister
cannot but view the perpetration of such enormities, committed as they are under
the protection of the French flag; nor can His Majesty’s Government entertain
a doubt of the French Minister's readiness to put down such extensive abuses by
all the means in his power.

You will also apprize His Most Christian Majesty’s Government, that Sir
George Collier has been cautioned to abstain in future from adopting any mea-
sures towards French ships, which may either be derogatory to the dignity of
His Most Christian Majesty’s flag, or nct authorized by the law of nations.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
To His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K.B.

&e. &e. &e.

Mem.--The Enclosures in this Despatch will be found in the Corresspon-
dence furnished by the Admiralty.

 

Count Caraman to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. §c. dated June 17, 1820.

Milord, Londres, ce 17 Juin, 1820.

Votre Excellence m’ayant temoigné le désir de recevoir officiellement les
piéces rélatives & la question de la traite que j’ai eu Phonneur de lui communi-
quer confidentiellement, je me suis empressé d’en demander l’autorisation & M.
le Baron Pasquier, qui s’est fait un plaisir de concourir, dans cette occasion, aux
vues de Votre Excellence. J’ai en conséquence Phonneur de lui adresser ci-
joint dix-huit piéces qui sont rélatives aux mesures prises & Bourbon pour Ia
repression de la traite, et un rapport de Mr. Mackau, chargé d’une mission espé-
ciale au Sénégal. Ces communications serviront, j’espére, Milord, & donnerau
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Gouvernement.deSaMajesté Britannique, des preuves non équivoques, du-zile:
des administrations. de nos colonies.. Mr. le Baron Pasquier me charge en outre
de dire & Votre Excellence, que le gouvernement du Roi étant trés disposé A pren.
dre dans'les Colonies Frangoisesdes précautions semblables & Feprégistrement
des Noirs, qui se fait dans Jes Isles Angloises,. il recevra avec réconnoissance
les renseignemeps que Votre Excellence a eu la bonté de mYoffrir, et qu’Elle vou.
droit bien me communiquer a cet égard.

J'ai Phonneur Wétre, &c.  (Signé)
| | G. de CARAMAN.Viscomte Castlereagh, K, G. |Se. §e.  &e.

 

(Translation of No. 56, c.)

. London, June 17th, 1820.
MyLord,

YourExcellency having expressed to me a wish to receive officially thedocuments relative to the question of the Slave Trade, which I have had thehonor to communicate to you confidentially, I hastened to request authority to.
that effect from the Baron Basquier, who hadgrert pleasure in complying on
this occasion with the wishes of your Excellency. J have accordingly the honor to
eaclose to you herewith eighteen documents, which relate to the measures adoptedat Bourbon for the suppression of the Slave Trade; and a report from Mr.
Mackau, charged with a special mission to Senegal. These considerations, my
Lord, will, I hope, serve to give to the Government of His Britannick Majestyunequivocal proofs of the zeal of the administrators of our colonies. - The Baron
Pasquier directs me likewise to acquaint your Excellency, that the Government
of the King being strongly inclined to adopt in the French colonies, precautions
similar to the registering of Slaves which is practised in the Engtish Islands,
will thankfully receive the information which your Excellency has had the good-
ness to offer me, and which you may be willing to communicate to me on that
subject.

4 I have the honour to be &c.

| (Signed) G. de CARAMAN.
To Viscount Castlereagh,K. G.

Ge. Se. &e.

 

(Inclosure t in No: 56, ¢.)

Mons. Mikus to the French Minister of Marine, dated St. Denis, May 25, 1819.

Par ma lettre en date du 28 Octobre, 1818, j'ai instruit votre Excellenos
de Parrivée sur notre rade de la frégate la Magicienne, pour arreter et conduira
x Maurice,le lougre le Voyageur, prevenu d’avoir, sous Ie pavilloa anglais, en-
leve de vive foree des Malais, et de les-aveir vendus comme esclaves detrate,

_ Ces excursions barbares que nos traitans-font ai continuellement. & Bous-
bon, malgré I’xcessive sévérité que je montre pour m’y oppaser, ‘a6 renouvellent.
a ce qu'il parait aussi souvent & Maurice,mais avecdescircosstancesplus atraces.
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Gane notre velonic, #1:Jen ure par feos deax Evthemtnn dete ent Gui sont®
Fareonusofficicement & fia’ Connorssaboe, ct dont je vais tvoieShomeons de:
rendre comptedu dernier & votre ‘Excetence.

La fréeate anglaise,teLiverpool, Capitmine Collier, qui « femhplacé la
Magicionne4 Visle de France;-ni’a apporté tes fours dernicra, des dépéthes de
Goaverneur de vette isle; (dontje:joins tei copit) par Jeaquellée il taclaime le ae-
ovars de mon autorité, pour faire recherche et atréter s'ilest possiblé, tha wé
Le ine, accuse de piraterie, et poursuivi par les tibunawx de Maurice ct da

Les ronseignemens qui m’ont été fournis sut cet fiidividu ne th’ont procurs
aucune lumiére certaine, et je me suis troavé dans la nécessité de rpondre &
Mr. le Major Général Darling, que je partageais-son indignation, rats quil ne
m’étoit pas possible de lui livrer le coupable, puisqu'il paraissait constant, qu’il
avoit quite Bourbon vers {fa fin de 1818, et qu’oa-n’en avait point entendu patler
depuis. Co ,

A ce sujet je suis entré avec le Gouverneur dans plusieurs details sur
lexécution de la loi, relative & abolition de la traite, et je crois méme nécessaire
de mettre cette lettre sous les yeux de Votre Excellence. Elle y remarquera j’es-

_ pére, que Vesprit de concorde et d’harmonie qu’il me parait si sage de maintenir
dans tous nos rapports avec les anglais, a été 'uttique base des propositions que
j'aifaites a Mr. le Major Général, c’est le méme esprit qui m’a servi et me ser-
vira toujours de régle de conduite, soit dans nos relations commerciales, soit dans
nos rélations politiques avec le Gouvernement Britannique.

Je reviens, maintenant, Monseigneur, & ’événement dont je vous ai pro-
mis le récit, et dont les details s’ils sont véridiques, s’accordent si bien avec les
observations que j’ai déja eu loccasion d’advesser tant de fois & Votre Excellence,
sur la dureté, la cupidite, et la barbarité de tous ceux qui se livrent au commerce
des esclaves. m

_ En Septembre dernier, le Sieur Lemoine, capitaine et Armateur de la
Goelette PEspoir, ou la Bamboche, était parti de Maurice sous pavillon Anglais
et s’était dirigé sur les cétes de Madagascar et de Mosambique. II rencontra
en route un navire Portugais, charge de noirs et de poudre d'or; lavidité,
l'amour du gain, s’emparérent de son ame, il s’élanca sur le batiment Portugais,
et tua d’abord le maitre d’équipage 4 coups de fusils; arrivé & Y'abordage, ik
s'empara bientot du marine qu’il attaquait, et ses premiéres questions s’adressé-.
rent a un colonel Portugais, agé de 50 ans, auquel il demanda ou étoient argent
et la poudre d’or; aprés ce court intérrogatiore, Lemoine se dérangeéa & dessein,
et le nommé Reineur, qui se trouvait derriére lui, fit sauter la cervelle du mal-
heureux colonel, & Taide d’un pistolet; mais ce crimenesuffisdit point & leur
affreuse cruauté. Le capitaine du batiment qui venait d'etre pris, effrayé de la
rapidité de ces massacres, se jetta & la mer, pour chercher un salut contre la
mort, Vaine éspérance ; la rage de Lemoine, et de ses satellites n’étoit pas satis-
faite. Ils le poursuivirent dans un Canot; et ayant bientot atteint, ils lui

_ déchargérent un coup desabre sur la téte. L’infortuné sé sentant blessé s’accrocha
fortement pour se soutenir au canot que montaient scs assassins, ils profitérent
de cette errear da desespuir, etils eurent la ache barbarie de lui passer ua
wabre au travers de la gorge dont Ja pointe sortit par le coté de leur victime.- Le
cadavre disparut, etifs revinrent & bord fatigues, mais nom pas assoavis de
racurtres. {ls renfermérent dansla.cale les matelots Portugais, et aprés en avoir
enlevélariche cargaisoit, ils sabordérent le navire & la flottaised ét le firet:t
couler avee les prisonniersqu’ils avoient entermés. . .

- J'avote, Monseigneuar, que ees actes hortibles de criauté, seroient trop
pénibles & raconter, wil-n’étaitpas exteémement.rave de les voir accompagnés
Circonstancesaussi.efrauses -
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: Aprés cette.infame expedition, Lemoine se rendit & Mahé, d’od jl partit
peu detems-aprés pour retourner & Mauricé, en laissant au nommé Basset: son
second, le commandement de la Goelette, restée aux Seychelles.
. _., De retour 4 Pisle de France, Lemoine donna l’ordre & Basset, de vendre
sonHavire&Mahé; cela fut exécuté. par Tentremise du juge de lAmirauté,
‘maislorsque.Basset réclama le. montant de cette vente, les indiscretions de son
équipage- avaient donné. lieu .&-des soupcons; les bruits de leurs assasinats
‘setaient généralement répandus, et Basset fut arrété; ayant obtenu, des aveux
‘du coupable, les preuves‘les plus authentiques du crime qui avoit éte commis de.
‘complicitéavec Lemoine et les matelots de la Goelette L’Espoir, le comman-
Gant des Seychelles. les envoya & la cour supérieurede V'Isle Maurice oi leur
affaire.s’instruit en ce moment. ;

‘Mais.la Justice ne sera qu’ & demi satisfaite, le premier coupable s’est
-échappé ettout fait présumer qu'il a quitté les deux colonies. _

Voila, Monseigneur, la narration fidelle des horreurs commises par un
traitant. Voila jusqu’ ou le délire de la cupidité peut porter ceux qui trafiquent
ainsi du sang humain. . Je. n’ajouterai pas une seule reflexion, le coeur et la
pensée.de Votre Excellence feront la conclusion de cette lettre.

J’ai Phonneur, &c.
(Signé MILIUS.

Son Excellence te Ministre de la Marine.
&e. §e. Fe.

 

(Translation of Inclosure 1 in No. 56, c.)

St. Denis, May 25th 1819.

By wy letter dated the 28th October, 1818, I acquainted your Excel-.
lency of the arrival in our roads of the frigate La Magicienne, for the purpose of de-
taining and conducting to the Mauritius, the lugger Le Voyageur, susperted of having,
under English colours, forcibly carried off some Malays and sold them as regular
slaves. .

. These barbarous and inhuman expeditions which our Slave Traders are so fre-
quently engaged in at Bourbon, in defiance of the extreme severity by which I endeavour
to oppose such proceedings, are, as it appears, as frequent at the Mauritius, but, under
circumstances still more atrocious than in this colony, if I may judge from the particu-
lars of two events which have officially come to my knowledge, the latter of which J
beg leave to have the honourof detailing to your Excellency.

The English frigate the Liverpool, Captain Collier, which has taken the station
of the Magicienne, at the Isle of France, has lately brought me dispatches from the
Governor of that Island (copies whereof are herewith enclosed) in which he requests
my assistance for the discovery and arrest of one Lemoine, whe is charged with piracy,
and is accordingly under prosecution before the Tribunals at Mauritius and at Seychelles.

The inquiries which I have made, have furnished nothing positive on the subject
of the individual in question. And I have been.under the necessity of acquainting
Major General Darling in reply, that, although fully partaking his feelings of just
indignation, it was not in my power to deliver up the criminal, who, there was reason to
suppose, had quitted Bourbon about the close of 1918,and had never since been heard of.
‘On this occasion I entered into several explanations with the Governor on the

enforcement of the laws respecting the Abolition of the Slayé Trade, and1 think
it also necessary to lay this letter before your Excellency. You will, I trust, observe
therein, that the spirit of harmony and good understanding, which it appears to me so
adviseable to maintain in all our relations with the English, has.been-the. absolute basis
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.of. the propositions I have made to the Major General... In this same spirit I have acted
hitherto, and it will ever regulate my conduct as well in our commercial, as in our politi-
cal relations with the British Government. . ,

I now, Monseigneur, beg leave to revert to the event to which I have just alluded.
And the particulars thereof, if true, entirely confirm the observations [ have already had
occasion to submit to your Excellency, respecting the inhuman cruelty, sordid avarice,
and callous barbarity of those who engage in the Slave Trade.

In the month of September last, the Sieur Lemoine, master aad owner of the
achoorer 2?’ Espow’, or the Bamboche, left the Mauritius under English colours, shaping
his course towards the coasts of Madagascar and ofthe Mozambique. He fell in with a
Portuguese vessel, laden with negroes and gold dust. An eagerness and thirst of gain
seized upon his soul—he run along side of the Portuguese vessel, and immediately killed
the mate by a musket shot ; having boarded her, he soon obtained possession of the
vessel thus attacked, and his first questions were addressed to a Portuguese Colonel,
aged 50, of whom he enquired where the money and gold dust were deposited; after
this short interrogatory,; Lemoine purposely stepped aside, and a man named Reineur,
who was behind him, with a pistol blew out the unfortunate Colonel’s brains ; but these
crimes were not enough to satisfy their savage inhumanity. The Master of the captured
awessel, alarmed by the rapid succession of these massacres, threw himself overboard, in
order to escape a more immediate death.—Vain hope! the fury of Lemoine and his accom
plices was not yet allayed. They pursued him in a boat, and, having soon overtaken
him, they cut him on the head with a sabre: The, unfortunate man, feeling himself
wounded, caught hold in order to support himself, of the boat in which his murderers
were, who, profiting by this last effort of despair,had the dastard cruelty to run a sword
into his throat, the point of which came out at the side of their victim : the body disap-
peared and they returned on board fatigued, but not satiated with murders! They shut
up in the hold the remaining Portuguese sailors, and after having taken off the rich
cargo, they scuttled the ship and sunk her with the crew they had thus shut up.

: I own, Monseigneur, that such horid acts of cruelty would be too painful to re-
date, were they not seldom found to be accompanied by suchfrightful details.

After this infamous expedition Lemoine went to Mahé which he soon left for the
Mauritius, leaving one Basset, his second in command, in charge of the schooner at
Seychelles. ; .

On his arrival at the Isle of France, Lemoine ordered Basset to sell his vessel at
Mahé¢,—which was done through the means of the Judge of the Admiralty, but when
Basset claimed the amount of the sale, the indiscretion of his crew had given rise to
suspicion: the rumour of the murders was generally spread, and Basset was taken up.
Having, by confession, obtained .the clearest evidence of the crimes committed by Le-
moine and the crew of[’Espoir, the Commandant of Seychelles sent them to the superior
Court at the Mauritius, where proceedings are now going on against them. .

But the ends of justice will only be half attained :—the most guilty person has
escaped, and every circumstance confirms the presumption that he. has left the two
colonies. .

' The foregoing is, Monseigneur, a faithful narrative of the horrors practisedby a
Slave Trader. ‘To these lengths will an eager avarice urge on those who can traffick ip
human flesh. I shall not venture to add a single reflection, the heart and understanding
of your Excellency will furnish the best inference to be deduced from this commu-
nication.

T am, &c.
(Signed) MILIUS.

His Excellency the Ministerof Marine,
&e. &e. Se.

 

CInclosure 2 in No. 56, €.)

Major-General Darling to Monsieur.Milius, dated Port Louis, 24th April, 1819.

Sir,
"have beenhonoured:with the receipt of your Exeellency’s letter, transmitting the

copy of a Proclamation, which your Excellency has issued on the-occasionof a Slave ship,
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under English colours, which had been seized by an officer of the French navy, and de.
tailing the particulars of the circumstances. connected with that transaction. , .

Your Excellency does me justice in believing, that 1 concur most fully in the senti.
ments your Excellency has expressed in regard to the Slave Trade, as 1 do in the indignation
your Excellency so justly feels at the inhuman conduct of those who appear to have left the
young man alluded to on a desolate rock, without assistance or the means of support. .

in bringing the offenders to justice, your Excellency may be assured of receiving from
ime all the assistance in my power to render in this casé :—and, on the other hand, if it should
rest with this Government to proceed against them, your Excellency may be equally satisfied,
that every means which the law affords shall be exerted to bring them to punishment. |

aving conveyed to your Excellency these assurances of my sentiments and desire to
meet your Excellency’s views and wishes, it is necessary I should explain to your Excellency, -
that if the individuals are to be tried here, the clearest and mos unequivocal proof would be
necessary to bring them within the pale of the law, which provides for the punishment of
English subjects carrying on the trade in Slaves. With such proof, which could only be
obtained through your Excellency’s means, and which I should request your Excellenc “to
furnish, no measure should be wanting, on my part, to bring them to that punishment which
the law inflicts, and which their violation of it has merited in a tenfold degree, by the accumu-
lated aggravation of piracy and inhumanity, which, according to the statement contained in
your Excellency’s communication, characterized their proceedings.

With respect to the redress to which the officer in the navy, who is the object of your
Excellency’s representation, may be: entitled, it is necessary I should apprize your Excellency,
that I entertain some doubts whether any English Court has the power of inflicting any serious
punishment in this case ; for if it should prove to be an English vessel carrying on the Slave
‘Trade with its own colonies, the search-and seizure of such vessel by a French officer, would,
I presume, be pleaded successfully as. violation of the law of nations, under the recent and
solemn decision of the High Court of Admiralty in England, which ordered the Testoration of
the French ship, Louis, on those very grounds; and consequently such an aggression would
destroy any claim to individual redress. If, on the contrary, the contraband adventure was
destined for a-foreign colony, as may fairly he presumed from the result, the laws and ‘ansti-
tutions of such colony would doubtless afford the appropriate mode of punishment; and [shall
rejoice most sincerely in hearing that those individuals, who, in defiance of the laws, andin
disregard to the ties of humanity, have thus dared to disobey both, have suffered thepunish+
ment which their crimes may have been found to merit.

I cannot permit myself to close this letter without informing your Excellency, thatI
shall lose no time in communicating with the agent of this Government at Seychelles, in order
that he may furnish such information as he can obtain, respecting the proceeding stated to
have taken place at the Isle Daro. Se

This Goverrment, Ifind, has not any accredited agent at this latter place; and at
present I have no knowledge of the inhabitant named in your Excellency’s despatch.

-T have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) R. DAREING, Major-General Commandant.
His Excellency Mons. Milina,

Se. &e: Ge.

 

CInclosure 3 in No. 56, c.)

Copy of aLetterfrom Major General Darling to Mons. Milius,

5; Dated Port Louis, \8th May, 1819.
Dry

Lhave.been honoured with the receipt of your Excellency’s letters ofthe 27th of last
month, and I will no longer delay also acknowledging your other communications, lestyputFxcellency might suppose there was any want.of attention on the part of this Gorernment toyour Excellency’s wi
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2Your Excellency will only do mejustice in believing that I have been most desirous to
afford you every information on'the subject of those letters ; but the difficulty has been such
in obtaining the particulars, from the variety of references that have become necessary, that
the details have not yet been all completed: But pray assure yourself that the utmost dili-
gence shall be used, as I am not less-anxious to meet your wishes on every occasion, than to
convince your Excellency of the profound respect and eonsideration with which I have the
honourto-be; Src. &c.

{Signed) R. DARLING, Major Gen. Commandant.
His Exceliency Mons. Milius,

Sc. §e. §e.

 

(nclosure 4 in No. 56,. e.).

Major General Darling to Mousieur Millizs,

Port Louis, 20th May, 1819.
Sir,

I have received the letter with which your Excellency has been pleased-
“#0 honor me, dated. the 27th of last month, and I am fully impressed with the
justice: of Your Excellency’s observation respecting the difficulties which must
oppose the discovery of those concerned in the transaction alluded to, when as
in the presentcase, it is unfortunately the interest of so many to counteract
every exertion that can be made to this laudable end.

+ «fs the subjectof the Slave Trade has been brought intodiscussion, and
as Your Exceflency has done me thejustice to expressa belief that 1 am animated
by the same sincere desire as that which Your Excellency feels to prevent this
odius traffic, Ishould have occasion to accuse myself ofan important omission,
should I fail to make Your Excellency acquainted with a measure adopted by my
Predecessor with a view of checking this trade.

_ Major General Hall, as your Excellency is no doubt aware, resorted to a
variety of measures to puta stop to theSlave Trade, and amongst others, pro
hibited the exportation of arms and gun-powder to the Island ofMadagascar.
It is believed that this prohibition was attended with aconsiderable degree of

" success, and that very few negroes,if any, have been landed on this island for
some time past, .

It is necessary for me to point out to Your Excellency the almost
certain effect of a similar proceeding on thepatt of the Government ofBourbon:
By depriving the native chiefs altogether of those means of carryizig’ on war,
you would in a great measure prevent its effects. Prisoners, the principal
object for which they now egage with each other, would be comparatively few
in number,.and as soon.as they: should find that the traffic was no longer

_ productive, it may fairly be presumed they would discontinue it altogether.
: 4n thepresent state of matters,.the-exertion of this Government can only

Operate as a half measure; -for, so long asarmsand gunpowder areexported from
the Island of Bourbon to Madagascar, our efforts cannot be entirely effectual.
But deprive them aftogether of these means, and Your Excellency will have
reason to congratulate yourself.in having contributed essentially to the suppres-
sion of a system which enlightenedhumanity has united to eradicate.
. Relying'as Ido on Your Excellency’s desire to seethis traffic at an end,

i should consider myself wanting to you personally, and to the cause in which
I deem. myself fortunate in being associated with Your Excellency, were I to
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refrain from communicating. frankly the means which appear so well calculated
to bring to a.successful termination the views and exertions ofthe Governments,
which we have respectively the honour to serve.

I have the honourto be, &¢.

(Signed) “R. DARLING,‘Major-General, Commandant,
tie Excellency Mons. Milius,

&e. &e: &e.

 

€Inclosure 5 in No. 56, e.)

Major-General Darling to Monsieur Milius, dated Port Louis, May 22, 1819,
Sir,

Captain Collier, commanding His Majesty’s Ship Liverpool, -who has been so good as
to charge himself with this letter, will have the honour ofexplaining to your Excellency, more
at length than it.is in my power at this moment to do, the particulars, as commnnicated to
this Government, of an act of piracy supposed to have been committed by a person of the
name of Lemoine, attended with circumstances of peculiar and aggravated atrocity. ,

; In order. to put your Excellency more completely in possession of the facts which have
been’ stated, Captain Collier will have thé honor of communicating to you certain original
documents, which have been received by -this Government, to which fbeg leaye to_refer
your Excellency for every necessary information and by which your Excellency will per-
ceive that Monsieur Lemoine is stated to have left the island in the month of January last, in.
the French ship Illusion, Captaifi Montané, bound to Bourbon and France. ‘It has therefore
occurred to me that the Lemoine may possibly be still at Bourbon, ‘in which case your Excel.
tency will, I am satisfied, willingly unite in exertion with this Government to bring the
atrocious offender to justice; and will, for this purpose, cause him to be delivered toCaptain
Collier, should he, as it is hoped he may, still be within yoar Excellency’s Government. I-
offer no apology for thus troubling your Excellency on this occasion :—your character is a
sure pledge, that in a cause of this nature the appeal will not be made in vain.

1 have the honor to be, &c.

| (Signed) R, DARLING, Major-General Commandant.
H's Excellency Mons. Milius,

&e. &e. Se.

 

(CInclosure 6 in No. 56, c.)

‘Edward H. Madge, Esq. to George Smith, Esq. Judge of. His Majesty's

Instance Court ofVice-Admiralty at the Mauritius.

Sir, Oo Mahé Seychelles, 24th April, 181g.

T have the honor to forward to you certain papers relative to ‘2 schooner. named
L’Espoir, Monsieur Lemoine captain and owner, which arrived here some time since, under-
circumstances of much mystery, tending to. offer grounds for suspicion of her having been
engaged in acts ot piracy on the coast of Madagascar and Mozambique. . Lemoine, soon
after his arrival here, embarked for the Isle of France,. leaving his vessel in charge of his first.
‘officer, named Aimon Basset. The'conduct of Basset and his crew here, affording every
confirmation. of their guilt, I had the honor, on the 9th of October last, to address Govern-
ment on the subject, who, as I am informed, issued orders for the apprehensionofLemaine.
In the rgean time, Basset received a letter from him, authorizing him to ‘sell the schooner, a
copy of which letter you will find enclosed; he therefore delivered her into my hands as sur-
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rogate for this purpose which-was eccordingly. done, and the funds amounting to 456
dollars, lodged: in:thd ‘fegistry. “Basset then demsnded that these fands should be ie
the fragment of the arrears of the wages:due to him and hig crew; but it:Seesan.
manner, that there were actually such arrears of pay due.on this account; that,‘on.the don>.
trary, the whole of the equipage were, d la part} and these having been produced by Mon-
‘sicur Planeau, bills signed both by Lemoineand Basset for the repairs of the vessel, as wel}:
as by Mr. Salom, for sail cloth, &c. and no power or authority being delegated to me to pass
any final sentence in a cause coming before the Vice-Admiralty Court at. this dependency,. J
havedeemed it necessary to submit all the proceedings had in this affair toYour Honor, for
decision: observing, however, that had I been invested with the power of decidin myself
in this matter, I should have directed that the funds, proceeding from thesaleof L’Espoir,
shouldhave lieen applied to the payment of Messrs. Planeau and Salom, in proportion to the

_ amount of their respective demands; there not appearing upon theface of the “ Role @Equi>
page,” according to law, any salary under which the armament undertook the vo age.
a Deeming it necessary to proceed against Basset and his crew, criminal y» 1 directed

him to-.be seized and imprisoned on an accusation.of piracy; he is consequently-sent to
Mauritius 6 this occasion, and I herewith enclose various depositions against him and the
crewof L’Espoir, in order that a criminal prosecution may be entered against him,’andsuch
others as may be apprehended. Two of the sailors have already been forwarded to the police,.
and there are till two others in the colony. Ihave, for some time, been using all my endea-
vours ta lay hold of them; but the insufficiency ofmy police éstablishment for similar purposes,
has hitherto prevented me from succeeding.

I have the honor to be, &c.

Signed) | EDWARD HENRY MADGE!George Smith, Esq. (Signed) YY MADG
§c. Se. §e.

  

(Inclosure 7 in No: 56, ¢.).

Copy of a letterfrom Mons. Virieux to G. Smith, Esq.

Dated, Port Louis, le 21 Mai, 1819.
Monsieur, _

*ai examiné Mons. Lafontan sur les faits imputés aux nommés Edmond. Basset et.
Lingé. Voici le résultat de cet examen. .

M. Lafontan se trouvait 4 Mozambique, lorsqu un vaisseau Portugais a échoué sur les
cétes, ayant des noirs a bord. Ila été informé que ce baliment avait été pillé, et que tout ce
qu'il y avait de blancs abord a vait été assassiné. Ila appris que ce crime avait été commis.
par une douzaine d’hommes montant unegoclette portant payillon Anglais. Il n’a pas su quel.
était le nom de cette goelette, il n’a pas non plus entendu nommer les personnes vi y étaient,
embarquées. M. Lafontan déclare qu’il a été lui-méme recherché pour raison de ce crime
par le Gouverriement de Mozambique, emprisonné pendant cing mois et chargéde fers, Il
ajoute que ce n’est'qu’aprés avoir été confronté aux noirs formant |’équipagedu vaitseauPor-.
tugais, qu’il a recouvré sa liberté eu vertu d’un jugement dont il est porteur.|

Votre Honneur jugeta si, vi l'état des circonstanccs, il y a lieu de faire conduire le
prévenu devant elle, pour étre examiné,., Il me parait de la derniére importance que les noirs
formant |’équipagedu vaisseau Portugais soyent reclamés, comme témoins nécessaires, du
Gouvernement de Mozambique... M. Fafontan demeure. en cette ville chez Madame Leclerc,
tue déMoka, prés ‘l’établissement Monneron.

- Pai Phenneur détre, &es.

(Signé) Le Procureur Général, VIRIEUX.

A Monsieur, .

Monsieur ‘Smith,8s. es. &c.
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CF
(Translation,ofInclosureY.inNo.56,tJ

Sir,
‘Lhave examined M. Lafontamon.the subjectof ‘the transactioné asctibed tothe indjyi-

‘duals aamedEdmund Basset and Lingé. . ‘The following is the result of the interrogatorry,-”
-M, :Lafontan happened to be at Mozambique, at the time when a Portugues¢ yess

‘was wrecked on that coast with negroes on board. | Hewas informed that the ie ad
Plurdered,and that the white part of the ctew had been murdered. He wasalso toldthat this
outrage had been. committed by a dozen men cruizing in a schooner under English colours,
He did not learn the name ofthe schooner, nor of the persons who were on board. M,
Lafontan declares that he was himself taken up on account of this transactionby the Govern.
tentof Mazambique, imprisoned for five months and loaded with irons. He adds, that it
was not until after having been confronted with the negroesbelongingto the Portuguese vessel,that he was liberated,in virtue of a judgement, of which he isthe bearer. 5 -

Your Honour will be able to decide, whether, under all the circumstances of thecase,
you will think it adviseable to have the deponent brought before you in order to be examined,
t appears to me to be of the first importance that the negroesTeforementioned should be re.

quired of the Government at Mozambique, as necessary evidence. M. Lafontan iesides in
this town at Mrs. Leclere’s, ‘Moka Street, near the’ settlement Monneron. :

T have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) ~The Attomey General, VIRIEUX
George Smith, Esq.

&e. Se. Fe.

 

CInclosure 8 in No. 56, c.)

Copy of a Letter from Mons. Milius to Major-General Darling.

Dated, St. Denis, 26 Mai, 1819,
Mons. le Général,

La frégate de Sa Majesté Britanique, le Liverpool, ayant différé son départjusqu’a ce
soir thé fournit occasion de répondre aux différentes lettres que votre Excellence a. confiées
aM. le Capitaine de vaisseau Collier, qui veut bien se charger de Lui remettre mes dépéches.

Par la lettre du 18 du courant, votre Excellence répond a ma lettre du 27 du mois der-
nier, par laquelle jela priais de. meprocurér quelques renseignemens relatifs 4 des successions
vacantes, &c. L’obligeance avec laquelle votre Excellence agrée ma demande, m’est tin sur.
garant qu’elle voudra bien presser ces diverses recherches : c’est Passurance qu’elle me donne.

Une seconde lettre portant la date du 20 Mai courant, en réponse toujours a la miienne
du 27, conceme des mesures. adoptées par votre prédecesseur pour entraver le commerce des
nolis. Je ne‘saurais mieux répondre @ cette communication qu’en disant a votre Excellence,
quej’ai appliqué 4 Bourbon, les dispositions arrétés pour. Maurice par le Général. Hall, é
qu’en ‘conséquence ‘dit conseil qu’elle veut bien me donner, j’aipublié-aujourd’hui-une.ordon-
ance qui prohibe la sortie de la poudre de guerre et de tous les instrumens de destructionqui y
ont’ rapport; j’ai méme étendu..cette mesure jusqu’a défendre exportation des: -chevaux,
attendu que j’ai acquis la presque certitude que Radama a manifesté l’intention dese mionter
une cavalerie. Cet empressemenit que j’ai mis et que je mettrai toujours 4 co-opérer avec. yotre
Excellence 4 prévenir les infractions aux lois qui prohibent Ja traite, est,la meilleure preuve que
Je puisse lui donner du dessin que jai de voir mettre un terme ace trafic inhumain, Si j’agis-
sais autrementj’encourrerois le blame de mon’ Gouvernement, qui m’a donné l’ordrele plus
-impératif de m’y opposer par tousles: moyens qu’il a mis a ma disposition. * Jajonterai a cette
overture franche et loyale, quej’ai_ prévenu le Capitaine Collier qu’il pouvoit prendre tous les
hatimens Frangais qu’il rencontferait’' en mer avec une cargaison d’esclaves, jusqu’a ce. que
nos Gouvernemens respectifs ayent fait des conventions qui s’y oppoposent, Si votre Excellence-
le trouve bon, il y aura réciprocité ; dans le cas contraire je Ja prie de «’expliquer, . ks

Votre lettre du 22 de cé_ mémemois, se rattache aux infractions de la traite,: mais ici
elles se présentent sous I’aspect le plus hideux, pruis-qu’elle a. donné lieu 4.un crime. que le
buiin de I’histoire refusera de transmettre a la posterité, La barbarje du Capitaine Lemoinea
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‘excite mon wallighation, et si cegrand.coupable avait été a me disposition, ¥e ‘me seroi
de le romettre ontre lesmains duCapitaineCollier,afin quill pitde iradusredansles prisonsie
Mauritios. Jejoins ici deux pidces qui feront connoitre a votre Excellencece qu’est devenu’
le Siour Lemoine ; elles sent de nature & pouvoir figurer au.procés.

_, -Je.me termineral pas cette lettre sans renouveller 4 votre Excellence qu’elle me trou -
vera: toujours dansles ameilleures dispositions a son égard, et qu’aucun sacrifice hemecoutra

ut lui prouver. Combien j'ai 4 coeur que nos rapports continuent sur le mémetonetviennent:
cimenter, s’il.est possible, l’union gai dottexisteretqurexisteentre nos-couverains respectifs,r

C'est dans ces sentimens quej’ai Phonneur, &c, a&c,

‘Le Commandantet Administrateurpour Je Roi,

{Signé) MILIUS,

Sia Excellence LeGeneral Darling,
— Ge. Se. §e.

 

(Translation of Inclosure 8 in No.-56,e.)

General,

_ In consequence of His Britanic Majesty’s ship, Liverpool, not sailinguntil this-even~
ing, Iam enabled to reply to the several communications which you had entrusted to Captain

- Collier, who is so obliging as to take charge of-my letters to yout Excellency:
By your letter of the 18th Instant, your Excellency acknowledgesthereceiptof mine

ofthe 27th ultimo, in which I request to be furnished with certain information respecting un-
claimed successions, &c. ‘The obliging attention with which your Excellency has acceded to
my request, leaves me no room to doubt but that you will have the goodness to accelerate the
hecessary references as much as possible; of this, indeed, I am already fully assured by your
Excellency’s letter. : .

A second letter dated the 20th Instant, likewise in answer to miné of the 27th
altimo, itlates to the measures adopted by your predecessor for the prevention of the Slave
Trade. The best reply I can make to thisTater communication, will be my acquainting your
Excellency, that I have applied to Bourbon, the same measures as have been adopted at the
Mauritius by General Hall; and that, in conformity with the recommendation your Excel-
tency. has had the goodness to make, I have this day issued an ordonnance prohibiting the ex-
portation ofgun-powder anid of all engines of destruction thereunto belonging ; I have even

- @xtended this prohibition to the exportation of horses, having received pretty certain intelligence
that Radama intends to raise a force of cavalry. ‘The rcadiness with which I now do, and ever
shall, ‘co-operate with your Excellency, for the purpose ef preventing any infraction of the
Jaws prohibiting the Slave ‘Trade, is the best proof I can give of my earnest desire to witness
the‘final termination of this inhuman trafic. Were.I to act otherwise, 1 should incur the
‘disapprobation of my Government, who have given me the most positive instructions to use
every endeavour in my power towards the attainment of this end. To this open and candid
explanation on my part J have to add, that I have also communicated to Captain Collier that
he may consider hiraself at liberty to detain all French vessels with which he might fall in at
sea,having cargoes of Slaves on board, until such time as our respective Governments have
concluded Conventions on'the subject. Should your Excellency think it adviseable, this ar-
rangementmay be Teciprocal ; in. the contary case, your Excellency will have the goodness to
explain yourself.

our Exeelleney’s letter ofthe- 22d Instant, refers more particularly to illicit Slave
Trading. But here it has appeared under the most disgusting form, since it has given birth
to a crime whichthepen of the historian will refuse to transinit to posterity. ‘The savage bar-
‘barity of Lemoine has excited myindignation, and had that horrible ruffian been in my power,
Tshould have bedh glad to have given him in custody to Captain Collier, to be conveyed to
‘prisoh atthe Maurits: I herewith annex two documents, from which your Excellency will

"be ‘able‘to Jearn how far the said Lemoine has been traced ; these papers are. of a nature to be
attached to the evidence on the proceedings.

Twill not conclude’ this-lettet’ without renewing the assurance, that you will always
‘Finid-me-inost ready on ‘every Occasiontoattendto your Excellency’s wishes, and that no sacri-
‘fick shailbewanting of my part to-evincehow much I have at heart that our intercourse should
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continue in the same tone, and should cement, if it be possible, the harmonywhich’ ought, and
happily does subsist between our respective sovereigns. In. these. sentiments. Ihave. the

 

honour, &c, § i
ne (Signed) ' MELIUS,

Major. General Darling, Bnet MILIUS
Be. Ge. Se.

CInclosure 9 in No. 56, ¢.)

Mons, ‘Milius to the French Minister of Marine,

Dated, St. Denis, the 19th June, 1819, .
Monseigneur,.

Je me crois dans l’obligation de revenir encore sur I’affaire du négrier la Favorite, dont:
j’ai déja entretenu si souvent et si longuement votre Excellence, dans mes lettres précédentes,

Par toutes les dépéches précitées je rendais comptes de.la capture de‘ce petit batiment par
Ja goelette de Sa Majesté le. Zys, dans les environs du cap d’Ambre, et des circonstances qui
avaient accompagné et déterminé cette prise, faite par un navire du Roi, sur. un batiment rey
connu pour faire la traite, mais naviguant sous pavillon Anglais. Le Major Général Darling,-
Gouverneur de Maurice, que j’instruisis de cet événement en Jui adressant ma proclamation, me
répondit par la lettre ci annexée. . ; ; Lo

, de sont les principes contenus dans cette lettre qui m’ont. déterminé, Monsieur, a: -
vous.écrire celle-ci. . Lo,

Mons. Le Général Darling, tout en partageant l’indignation que j’ai toujoursmani-
festée contre ceux qui se livrent au commerce des esclaves en général, tout en reconnoissant
le droit que nous avons de les poursuivre et de les juger, semble, dans l’état de la question qui
nous occupe ici, vouloir contester la validité de la prise de la Favorite, dans le cas ou, navi-
guant sous pavillun Anglois, elle aurait été destinge direotement pour une.colonie.Anglaise.

.. Je ne chercherai point 4 combattre ce point de législation établi chez nos. voisins, au
sujet de la traite, mais j’en profiterai au contraire, dans le cas oU nous nous.trouvous, puisqu’il
offie.un moyen victorieux de prouver que nous sommes parfaitement d’accord avec leurs lois...
’ En effet, Munseigneur, Je Lys arréte la Favorite qui lui. parait suspecte, ‘dans la seule
intention dela visiter; le capitaine de ce batiment, 4 la premiere question qui lui est faite, répond
qu’il vient de Zenzibar, qu’il est chargé de 143 Noirs, et qu’ils sont destinés pour Bourbon;
ainsi qu’il résulte du rapport .ci-joint. _Le commandant du Lys, d’aprés un aveu si positifs

‘ s’émpare de la Favorite, non pas méme pour la capturer, mais pour la faire conduire 4 6a
‘destination présumee, afin d’éclaircirle.fait et de s’assurer qu’elle n’était point coupable de.
piraterie. L’Equipage se révolte, le batiment s’échappe, en laissant ]’éléve de Ja Marine qui
en avait pris le commandement, sur une ile déserte, et pour prouver que sa Cargaison était¢ ait p . P g
bien pour Bourbon, 4 |’aide d’un autre petit navire, enlevé . de vive force & Vile d’Arcy, le
capitaine de la Favorite vient effectuer sur notre céte, le débarquement des noirs qu'il a pu
sauver. Lo. . So

Tous ces évenémens, Monseigneur, sont tellement clairs, ils ont une telle connexité
entr’eux, que !’on ne peut sous aucun prétexte nous contester la justice de nos droits sur cette
prise, les faits parlent d’eux mémes; il suffit de les connaitre et de les comprendre comme ils
doivent étre compris, pour reconnaitre que tout s’est fait en régle, et qu’il n’existe aucune
contravention aux lois Anglaises dans cette circonstance. Comme il est essenticl cependant
de constater ce que je viens d’annoncer, d’une maniére encore plus positive, je me suis pro-
curé toutes les preuves matérielles qui pouvaient applanir jusqu’ aux doutes que Ja mauvaise foi
voudrait élever. De,

Je suiz assez heureux pour pourvoir les adrésser 4 Votre Excellence. .
Ces piéces sont au nombre de trois: Ja premiére est la copie d’une lettre dans Jaquelle

Varmateur de la Favorite (le Sieur Cremasy) qui est Frangais et qui habite Bourbon, fait part
des instructions qu’il a données au capitaine de son batiment, pour le voyage qu’il avait a faire
a Madagascar, et non point sur la céte d’Afrique, au retour de laquelle il a éte pris.

: La seconde est du capitaine lui-méme qui déclareau Sieur Cremasy, qu’il va se rendre
de son-propre mouvement, et sans y tre autorisé soit par son armateur soit par ses expeditions,
4 Zanzibar, et qui constitue une intention bien .avérée d’y faire la traite, puisqu’on ne fait pas
d’autre commerce dans cette isle. :
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La3me enfin est un extrait des minutes de Ia Cour de Vice-Amirauté des Seychelles,
qui constate‘le délit de l’entéveiment d’une autre Goélette, pour mettre le capitaine de la Favorite
4 méme de continuer son voyage & Bourbon, et quia eu lieu comme je I’ai dit ci-dessus: :

Ces piéces suffront sans doute 4 Votre Excellence, pour lui démontrer la nécessité o8
Mons. Trappaz,. commandant du Lys,a été, devisiterle hatiment dont il est question.

Elles serviront bien plus encore pour répousser les prétentions du Gouvernement Anglais
dans le cas o&8 Mons. le Major-Général Darling, lui aurait donné une connoissanceofficielle

de cette capture. 7 , et

Cet officier général me rappelle dans sa lettre, que la Cour d’Amirauté d’Angleterre s’est
trouvée 4 méme, dans une position 4 peu prés semblable, de décider cette question en faveur
de la France, au sujet de la prise du batiment le Louis. J’adiets facilement, Mons. que le
fait rapporté par Mons, le Gouverneur.de Maurice, soit vrai, mais je nie que les circon-
stances qui ont accompagné la capture aient été les mémes. La Cours d’Amirauté ne nouns.
auyait jamais concédé V’objet d’une réclamation qui aurait été aussi évidemment fausse que:
celle que l’on pourrait former contre la prise de la Favorite.

J'ai, &c. .
(Signé). MILTUS..

Son Excellence le Ministre de la Marine.

 

(Translation of Inclosure 9 in No.56, ce.)

Monseigneur, St. Denis, 19th: June, 819.

Iam under the necessity of again reverting to the affair of the slave

vessel the “ Favorite,” upon the subject of which I have. already so frequently,
and at such length, addressed your Excellency in my former correspondence.

_ In my said communications, I duly notified. the capture of that vessel,

by His Majesty’s schooner the Lys, off Cape Ambre, as well as the circum-
stances which led to the detention, by a King’s ship, of a vessel acknowledged

to be engaged in the Slave Trade, but sailing under the British flag. Major-
General Darling, the Governor at the Mauritius,whom |officially informed of

this event, at the same time enclosing to him a copy ofa Proclamation I had
issued, replied to me by a letter copy of which is herewith annexed.

It is in consequence of the principles conveyed in the said communica-

tion, that I have now the honor of addressing your Excellency. . .

“. Major-General Darling, whilst ‘fully partaking the indignation I have

constantly evinced towards all those whoengage in the Slave Trade, and also

entirely acknowledging our right to bring th
appears at the same time disposed, on the present occasion,to doubt:the legality

of the capture of the Favorife, in the event of thesaid vessel, sailing under

British colours, having been actually bound to an English colony.
I will not attempt to argue against this point of law, as acted upon by

our neighbours, in relation to the Slave Trade ; but, on the contrary, I shall

endeavour to avail.myself of it im the present case, as presenting the most de-

cisive argument, of our being perfectly within the strict meaning oftheir own.

Regulations. we Co
In fact, Monseigneur, the Lys detains the Favorite, withthe ‘sole intention.

of searching this vessel upon grounds of ‘suspicion. The master of the said

vessel, in answer té the first question “put to him, states that he comes from.

Zanzibar—that he has 143 negroes on board, and that they are bound to Bourbon.

The commander of the Lys, as appears by the annexed report, in consequence:

em to trial and punishment, yet .
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of so positive a confession,detains.the Favorite, notwiththe intention of makin
-a prize.of-her, but for. thepurpose.of‘having. her. conducted toher.alleged destj.
‘nation, in order, to. ascertain. the: fact, and-to clear ‘the ‘master: of the. sus.picion.of: piracy. The. crew. mutiny; and the: vessel: goes: off, leaving the
prize-master. on a: desert: island’; and-to prove thatthe cargo was, in fact,bound toBourbon, the master ofthe Favorite, by means of another small vessel,forcibly obtained from'the Isle D'Arcy, actually lands upon ourcoast.the. re.
mainder of thase. negroes whom.he has. been enabled topreserve.

All these. circumstances, Sir, are in. themselves. so-very clear, and have‘that connexion the.:one.withthe other, thatit it is ‘Impossible reasonably toobject to the legality of the said capture. The facts speak for themselves ;
it is enough ‘to be made acquainted with the natureof them, and to see them in‘their true light, in order to be satisfied that. the transaction:has-beenentirely- conformable to law, and that no breach whatever ofthe English system of regu.
lations has been attempted in the whole affair. Yet, as it is essential to affordclear proof of what I have asserted, I have procured all the necessary documents,
for the purpose of removing even the slightest doubt which chicanerymight betempted to raise; and I am happy in being enabled herewith to enclosethem to
yourExcellency.

_ The papers in question are three in number:
The first is the copy of a letter, wherein the owner ofthe Favorite, Mons.

Crémasy, a French.inhabitant, of Bourbon, communicates the instructionswhich
he gave to the master of his vessel, in reference to the voyage which he was to
undertake to Madagascar, and not to the coast of Africa; on the return -from-
which, he was detained.

The second is from the master himself, who states to Mons. Crémasy,
that, of his own accord,.and without authority either -from his owner -or his in-
structions, he intends sailing for Zanzibar; thereby showing,.a decided::inten.
tion of Slave Trading, since no other trade whatever is carried on-at that-island:

The third,.in fine, is an-extract from the Register of the.Vice-~Admiralty
Court at:Seychelles, proving the carrying away of another schooner, to enable. the
master of the Favorite to continue his voyage-to Bourbon, which‘was duly aceem
plished, as I have-said before.-
- These documents will be doubtless sufficient to convince your Excelleney,
that it was-the duty of. M: Frappaz, the. commander of the: Lys, to visit-the
vessel ini question.

- But they will be still- of -greater service, should-it -be necessary to reply
to any demand for explanation.on the. part.of the British government,:in .conse-
quence ofany official communication they may have received from Major-General
Darling on this subject..

The. General reminds. me, in his letter, that- the Court. of Adrmiralty-in
England have, on an occasion..very nearly. similar, given a decision in: favor-of |
France, in the case of the capture of the ship Louis. 1 doubt not,. Sir, but that
the fact mentioned by the Governor of the Mauritius,is perfectly correct ; but’ ;
can not allow, that thecircumstances attending the present capture; were at all
‘the. same: the.Court of Admiralty never would have ‘granted a petition,so
unfoundedaswould be any. reclamation. against the captureof the Fevorite..

‘I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) -MILIUS.
His Excellencythe:Minister of.Marine.
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CInclosure 10 in No, 86,:¢.)

Mons.Cremasy ‘to the: Attorney-General at: St: Dents; Dated: St _Dents, Vth

. April, 1819.
Monsieur,

- Jai Phonneur-de vous exposer qu’ayant sollicité' le27 Mars dernier, la per-
mission de Monsieur le Commandant et Administrateur pour union que je dois _
contracter en o@ quartier avec Mademoiselle Moreau; j’ai été renvoyé par une
apostille de-joindre 4 ma demande certificats et papiers nécessaires pour obtenir
son approbation. Le méme jour 27 Mars, je me suis rendu a St. Paul, afin de
me procurer les piéces exigées et aussitét monarrivée au dit quartier, je me suis
mis en mesure de me les procurer comme vous le verrez, Monsieur, par le certifi-
cat de M. La Caille du 28 Mars, par celui de M- Alizard, officiers d’administra-
tion du 31 Mars, et par l’extrait des minutes du Greffe de Justice de paix du ler.
courant, ici joint.

Par suite des malheurs qui n’ont céssé de me poursuivre, je me vois com-
promis dans une affaire, pour laquelle je n’ai pris aucune part. En voici la.
preuve évidente.

Le 14 Aoit,-1818, j’ai été débarqué mourant et sans connaissance, de mon
navirela Favorite que je commandais alors, au:retour d’un voyage de Madagas-
car. Peu de‘jours aprés, j’eus-assez de raison pour prier mon second, Mons. Gef-
fraitde. ne. pas-rester sur rade et de partir le plutot possible, par Madagascar y
chercherun frét |de riz ou boeufs pour ne pas: manger le navire en frais sur rade ;
il exécuta.ma recommendation, et partit le 3 Septembre suivant, de St. Paul: Tl
miécrivit le 19:du mémemois-la lettre -ci-jdinte; qui prouve bien que le navire
la Favortteétoitreellement destiné pour Madagascar, etnon pour la cote d’Afrique ;
le Capitaine Geffrai-ayant operé sans men consentement pour ce voyage, puis-que
jétais résté malade au lit & St. Paul, comme.je puis le prouver partoutes Jes
personnes du-dit quartier et les certificats de M. Lacaille; qui: m’a traité depuis
le 14 Aodt jusqu’au 11 Feévrier dernier.’

Me trouvant 4 St. Paul, pour les raisons que je vous ai déja nommées
plushaut, j'ai appris qu’un cavotavait fait cote ‘au Bonan-Canot, dans la nuit du
28 ou:29 Mars.: Je me suis transporté: sur le lieu de naufrage, pensant que ce
pouvait étre la Favorite, sans autre dessein que de porter des secours, et avoir des
nouvelles de mon navire; mais'voyantque ce n’était pas lui, et-quil n’y avait per-
sonne-sur-la- plage, j’ai continue -ma route jusqu’a St. Gilles pour y demander
Vhospitalité, et avoir des renseignemens du naufrage le méme jour. M. le Com-
missaire Alizard,‘M:-Kauval fils arrivérent & St.Giles, et c’est la que nous avous
apprisles details mentionnés dans la proclamation: de M.- le Commandant et
Administrateur, rélatifs & la reprise de la Favorite parMM. Pradel et Barnez.

Voila, Monsieur, Pexacte verité, et c’est pour avoir voulu porter des secours
a des naufragés sans mauvaises intentions, et ignorant quiils pouvaient étre, que
je suis‘accusé-d’avoir eu connoissance du débarquementdesneirs du navire.nau-
fragé,et soupconné d’étre parti de St. Denis avec connoissance de. cause. Je
vous assure,-que ce n’est que le hazard qui m’a conduit 4 St.Paul,comme je vous
Vai démontré, et jedois cette circonstance facheuse pour moi 2 ma malheureuse
étoile.

J’aide nouveau adréssé hier & M. le Commandant etAdministrateur une
requéte-en lui-présentant les piéces demandées pour obtenir son’ approbation &
mon marriage.. Elles m’ont: été renvoyées par -M: Lefevre, Capitaine Aide de
Camp, suivant-sa lettre du 6 courant, que voustrouverez ci-inclus, qui m’engage
.& me’présenter Vers vous pour y subir interrogatoiré, ayant remphi les volontés de
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Monsieur le Commandant et Administrateur: veuillez, je vous prie, Monsieur,
me rendre le service de lever & ses yeux les doutes qui peuvent exister contre moj
dans laffaire dont il est cas, persuadé que vouz avez déja reconnu mon inno:
cence, et par notre organe bienfaisant obtenir la permission que_je sollicite de
M. le Commandant, qui, j’ose me flatter, ne peut me reconnaitre coupable dang.
une affaire qui m’est ausi etrangére. . .

Je sollicite aussi de votre bonté, et de‘celle de M. le Commandant, que la,
parole d’honneur que je lui ai donnée de ne pas sortir de St. Denis me soit rendue.

J'ai Phonneur, &e.

| (Signé) . CREMASY.

(Translation of Inclosure 10 in No. 55, c.)

Monsieur Cremasy to the Altorney General at St,Denis, dated St. Denis the Uth
April, 1819.

Sir.

Ihave the honor to acquaint you, that having solicited on the 27th of
March last, the permission cf the Commandant and Governor for the marriage
which I wished to contract here with Miss Moreau, I was sent back with a re-
quest to add to my application the certificates and papers necessary to obtain his
approbation.. On the same day, the 27th of March, I went to St. Paul, in order
to get the papers required, and as soon asI arrived there I took every means of
procuring them, as you willsee,Sir, by the certificate of M. delaCaille of the 28th
of March; and by that of M. Alezaid, and an officer of the Government, of the
3lst of March, and by the extract of minutes of the Justice of Peace of the
Ist instant, here subjoined. .

In consequence of the misfortunes which have never ceased to pursue
me, I found myself involved in an affair which I had nothing to do with. Here
is a clear proof of it.

On the 14th of August, 1818, I was landed half-dead, and in a. state of
insensibility from my vessel, La Favorite, which I then commanded in my return-
ing voyage from Madagascar. A few days after, I recovered sufficiently to be
able to tell my second in command, M. Geffrai, not to remainin the roads, but to
proceed, as soon as possible, to Madagascar in search ofa cargo of rice or beef, to
avoid eating up. the profits of the vessel by expences in the roads. He executed
my desire and on the 3d ofSeptember left St. Paul. He wrote to me on the 9th
of the same month the letter annexed, which fully proves that the vessel la Favo-:
rite was really destined for Madagascar and not for the coast of Africa, the cap~
tain, Geffray, having acted without my consent in this voyage, because I was ill
in bed at St Paul, which can be proved by every body there, and by the certifi-
cate of M. de la Caille who attended me from the 14th ofAugust to the 11th of
February last.

During my stay at St. Paul, for the reasons which I have already stated
above, I learnt that a canoe had run. aground at Boucan Canot in the night of
the 28th or 29th of March. I went to the place where the wreck took place,
thinking that it might be /a Favorite, with no. other view than to afford assis-
tanceand obtain news of my vessel,. but seeing that it was not her, and that there-
was no oneon.the beach, I continued my journey as far as St. Gilles to ask hos~
pitality at that place, and get.some further tidings of the wreck. : The same day
M. Commissary Alezaid, M, Kauval, jun. and two soldiers arrived..at St. Gilles,
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smdit was there that we learht the details mentiotied i the Proclainuition, of the
Commandant and Governor relative to the retaking of la Favorite by Mekirs.
Pradel and Barnet.

Such, Sir, is the real truth, and it was from mywishto give relief to the
shipwrecked,without any evil intentions, and being ignorant who they might be,
thatIam accused ofbeing accessory to the landing ofslaves from the wreck, and
guspected of having quitted St. Denis with a knowledgeof the fact. F assure
you that it was mere accident that led me to St. Paul, as I have explained to you,
and that I owe this unfortunate circumstance to my unlucky stars. .

I again addressed to the Commandant and Governora petition, inclosing
the papers required to obtain his approbation of my marriage. They were re-
turned to me by Mr. Lefevre, Captain and Aid-de-camp, according to his letter
of the 6th Instant, which you will find here imclosed, and which desires me
to present myself before you to be interrogated. As I have fulfilled the
wishes of the Commandant and Governor, I beg, Sir, you will do me the service
to remove from his mind the suspicion that may exist against me in this affair,
and being persuaded that you are already convinced of my imnocence, I entreat
you to obtain through your benevolent interferencé the permission I have solicited
from the Commandant and Governor; since I venture to flatter myself that he
cannot believe me implicated in an affair to-whiclhI am a stranger.

. L also solicit that you'and the Commandant will do me the favorto order
that the parole ofhonor which I gave not to quit St. Denis, maybe returned to me.

I have the honour to be,: &c.

| (Signed) CREMASY.

(Certified a true copy,) Le Commandant and Govertiog

| | (Signed) MILIUS.

 

(CInclosure 11 tn No. 56, c.)

Monsieur Gefray to Monsieur Cremasy.

Camatave, 19th Sept, 1818.
Mon cher Monsieur Crémasy,

Je vous apprendrai mon arrivée ici de 8 de ce mois. Prévoyant n’y rien
fire, faute de chargement, et étarit trop dé navires en concurrence, plusicurs
mémes ayant des fonds pour faire des acquisitions, j’ai cru bien faire en entre"
prenant .un voyage un peu long, mais qui pourrait offrir plus de bénéfices 4
Yarmement, et je vais vous le faire connaitre.

Deux traitans MM. Pradel et Baronet affretent lenavire pour Zanzibar.
Ils s'engagent & mettre 120 B. sous seing privé, passé qu’ils me payeront 40
piastres par téte sur la quantité qui se débarqueroit. Je trouve de plus plusieurs
traitans qui me confient quelques moyens pour employer pour eux, et dont ils me
payeront aussi le frét, mais-4 un prix moins que Jes premiers.

Je n’ai point fait grande depense, les fréteurs embarquant leurs provisions,
jai seulement augmenté notre plan, et acheté quelques autres petites choses
dont j’avais ‘besoin pour entreprendre ce voyage. Quanta léquipage je leur ai

donné un port permis de plus & eux & Yemployer pour moi. Je compte sur’
votre justice ‘pour me donner’piastres ‘par téte et dix ports permis et mes
appointemens ordinaires.
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‘Le Retour est destiné pour Ainsi attendez-moi &la finde
Décembre, peut étre avant. °

Je vous souhaite une bonne santé,

Votre, &c. (Signé) A. GEFRAY.

Il vous sera présenté un mandat de 15 piastres, pour les droits de Jena
René, que je n’ai pu payer ici.

 

 

(Translation of Inclosure 11 in No. 56, ¢.)

Camatave, Sept. 19, 1818,
My dear Mr. Cremasy, .

I now inform you that I arrived here on the 8th of this month. Fore.
secing that there was nothing to be done for want of a cargo, and therebeing:
too many vessels in association, many having even funds to make purchases
with, I conceived that I could not do better than undertake a voyage, which,
though long, offered more profit to the equipment, as I shall explain to you.

Two traders, Messrs. Bradel and Barnet, having hired the vessel for
Zanzibar, they engage to put on board 120 B. under a private signature, it
being agreed that they shall pay me 40 piastres a-head for the number that shall
be landed. There are also several other traders who intrust me with funds to.
employ for them in this traffic, for which they pay me freight, bnt at a price
lower than the former.. a

I have not had occasion to incur much expence, because the freighters
embark their own provisions. I have merely extended our scheme, and brought
some other trifling articles necessary for the undertaking of this voyage. With
respect to the crew, I have given them one more permit, which they are to employ
wn my account. I rely upon your justice to grant me .five piastres a-head ; and~
also ten more permits, besides my ordinary allowances

The return cargo is bound for (the paper torn,) so that you may expect te
see me about the end of December, or perhaps sooner.

I wish you your health, &c.

. (Signed) C. GEFRAY.
There will be presented to you a bill of 15 piastres for dues of the claims

of John René, which I could not pay here.

Certified to be a true copy of the original sent to Mons. Cremasy.
His Majesty’s Governor and Commandant,

(Signed) “MILIUS.

(Inclosure 12 in No..56, c.)

Mr. Frappaz to Mons. Millius.
Mahé Seychelles, 10th Jan. 1819.

Mon General,

Jai lhonneur de vous prévenir que le 22 Dec. 4 6 heures du matin étant
par 9d. 12m. de latitude sud et 47d. 48m. de Jatitude orientale, j’appercus sous le



107

vent &moi et & 2 Jieues un batiment qui un instant aprés se couvrit de voiles et
prit chasse. Cette manceuvre me paroissant suspecte, sachant en outre que des
pirates parcouraient les mers ou je me trouvais et ayant d’ailleurs entendu
raconter & Anjouan Pépouvantable histoire de la goelette fEspoir, surnommée
‘la Bamboche, je laissai arriver et je forcai de voiles pour le joindre. A 9 heures
et demie, étant par son travers & une porteé de mousquet, ne le voyant aruorer
aucun pavillon et remarquant sur son pont beaucoup de mateiots noirs et blancs
qui avaient l'air Waller et de venir avec empressement, je hissai le pavillon ct’
Ja flamme en les appuyant d’un coup de fusil. Alors i! mit le pavillon Anglais.
Je lui ordonnai de se mettre en panne et aprés lui avoir fait plusieurs questions, il
me répondit étre la goelette la Favorite, venant de Zanzibar, ayant 4 bord 143
noirs, destinés pour Bourbon. Sur quoi j’envoyai un éléve visiter le bAtiment.
Il m’informa que le réle de la Fucorite, fait sur une feuille volante, était bien’
date de Maurice, mais qu'il ne computait pas la moitié du monde présent;
que des traiteurs et des oflicicrs passagers soi-disant, n’y étaient pas mentionnés;
quil n’y avait & bord aucun journal et que tout portait & penser, que cette
goelette était un pirate ou peut-étre la Bumdoche elle méine, qui arborait le
pavillon Anglais, croyant ainsi pouvoir naviguer impunément. Ces importantes
considérations, les noms du Capitaine et du second, que plusieurs de mes
hommes nrassurérent étre faux (ce qu’ils m’avouérent effectivement euxmémes)
destination des noirs pour Bourbon et Pextréme sévérité que les gouvernemens
de l'Europe mettent 4 labolition de la traite, tout me détérmina, sinon & capturer
la Favorite, au moins & la faire conduire & sa destination supposée, pour voir si
effectivement elle était ce quelle prétendait étre. Liintérét yénéral démandait
cette mesure de surcté, et je n’hésitai pas aeéxenter. Je chargeai M. Lelieur,
éléve de Ire. classe, de mener cetter goclette 4 Bourbon. Je lui donnai deux
matelots et pour qu'il eit moins 4 craindre, je pris & mon bord deux matelots
noirs, le Capitaine et son second. Pressé ensuite par mes avaries majeures ct
monmanque de vivres, d’atteindre promptement Seychelles, j'ai perdu de vue
la Favorite, le soir méme. J'ai eu pour les officiers de ce batiment les plus
grands égards.

J’ai Phonneur d'etre, &c.

(Signs)  V. FRAPPAZ.

¢Translation of Inclosure 12 in No. 56, c.)

 

General,

Thave the honor to acquaint you, that, on the 22d of Dec. at Ga. m.,
being within 9 deg. 12 m. south lat. and 47 deg. 48 m. east lat., I perceived a
vessel, at the distance of about two leagues, coming towards me under the
wind; but which, immediately afterwards, bore off under a press of sail. ‘This
manceuvre appearing to me rather suspicious, because those seas were infested
wi thpirates, and having moreover heard at Anjouan an account of the frightful
transaction relative to the schooner [Espoir, alias the Bamboche, Timmediately
gave chace; and having brought him, at half-past nine, within musket-shct,
without his shewing any colours, and observing also a number of seamen, bot!
black and white, hurrying about the deck in great confusion, I hoisted my flag
and pennant, at the same time firing a musket. Upon this he hoisted English
colours. : I ordered him to bring to; and, in answer to several questions, t was.
infurmed that the vessel was called the Farorite—that she came from Zanzibar
—and, had 143 negroes on board, for Bourbon. This account induced’ me to
scad a midshipman on board, who informed.me, that the Javorite’s MusterRoll,
written tipon a lose sheet of paper, was indeed dated from the Mauritius, but
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id not contain the names of half the people present—that the. slave traders, and
omieofficers,calling themselves passengers, were not included injt—that therg
vas noJog-book on board—and that every thing concurred inraising Suspicion
that the said schooner was a pirate, or perhaps the Bamboche itself’; the master

6f which hoped, under English colours, to cruize with impunity. These im-
portant considérations—the names of" the mastergnd ‘mate, whichseveral of my
crew assured me not to be their real ones, (which, in’ fact, they subsequently
acknowledged)—the destination ofthe negroes for Borbon—and the earnestness
with which the governmentsofEurope appear resolved to prosecute he abolition
of the Slave Trade’: all these considerations, in short, determined me, if not
to capturethe Favorite, at least to have her conducted to her alleged destination,
in order to ascertain if she were what was assumed. The public good required
this measure of precaution, and | did not hesitate to carry it into effect. |
accordinglycommissionedMr, Lelieur, a midshipman of the first class, to take
charge of the said schooner to Bourbon. I gave him two seamen; and, in
order that he might have the less to apprehend, I took on board of my vessel
two black sailors, the master and his mate. Being then, pressed by the actual
state of the ship, and mywant of provisions, to reach the Seychelles as soon ag.

"practicable, [lost sight of the Favorite that same evening. I paid to the officers
of that vessel évery possible attention.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) -V: FRAPPAZ,

 

(Inelosure 13 m No. 56, c.)

Eztract from theRegisterof.the Commission appointed by the Vice-
Admiralty Courtat the Mauritius and its Dependencies, to the Isles
of Seychelles.

Aujourd hut treizieme jour du mois d4oril, 1819, a onze heures du
‘matin pardevant nous, Edward Madge, Esq. delegué aux Isles Sey-
chelles de la Cour de Vice-Amiraute de PIle Maurice et Dependances,
assisté de Remy Jean D’Argent Greffier de la délégation.

Est comparu Je Sieur Benoiton, 2d capitaine de la goelette [Espérance,
de Mahé, capitaine et propriétaire, Rodolphe Young, lequel aprés avoir préte
entré nosmains le serment de dire verité, a fait la déclaration suivante. _

Qwétant parti sur la goelette PEsperance pour aller aux Amirautés, ils
ont eu connoissance de terre le Jeudi 4Fevrier, surles onze heures du matin;
ue sur les 4 heures aprés midi, ils ont appercu les débris d’un navire, ‘pres
dé Vétablissement du Sieur Young, 4 d’Aros, ‘qu’au méme moment ils on vu.un
bateau quise dirigeait sur eux, que ce bateau était commandé par le Sieur Pra-
delle, qui leur dit qu’il était fréteur de la goelette Anglaise la Favorite, qui aprés
avoir été capturée par la corvette Francaise le Lys, ayant relaché & Daros, y avait
fait cote, que le lendemain 5 le capitaine descendit & terre, que le 6 n’ayant point.
recu de nouvelles du capitaine, il allait envoyer un canota terre, lorsqu’ilvitvenir
& bord un bateau ; ‘il crut d’abord quec’etait le capitaine: mais quel fut son
étonnement en voyant monter & bord huit hommes armés de fusils et des abres,
qui s’emparérent de lui et le forcérent ainsi que le maitred’équipage de descendre
a'terre, ot ‘il trouva le capitaine gardé par deux hommes armés, quil-y a été
luiméme garde, ‘pour l’empecher de retourner & bord, les Sieurs Barnel, Pradel,
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et Téquipage setant rendus maitres de la goelette lEsperance ; qu'il avoit-val'équipage aidé des noirs de M. Young, quiils faisaient travailler & force pour. ce
dernier navireafin de se sauver, et qu’en effet le dixsurles dix heures du matin
ayant embarqué les noirs de la traite dela Favorite, vivres et toutce quileur était
nécessaire, ils ont fait voile dans le Sud, avec une bonne brise de lapartie-du nord. Ayant laissé & terre Je Sieur Lelieur Deville, officier de la corvette
Frangaise, le Lys, capitaine de Ja goelette capturée la Favorite. .Le 18.Mars, le brick, le Courier, des Se chelles, CapitaineLanglois, a.
mouillé, a Daros, allant 4 Aldabra, le dit Sieur Lelicur et deux matelots se sont
embarqués pour aller aux Seychelles craignait n’avoir pas d’autres occasions. __
'.. _ Le premier Avril la chaloupe de Mons. Dupuy, Capitaine Tiran, est venu
nous chercher et le 3 nous nous y sommes embarqués pour retourner 2 Mahe.

Lecture lui donnée de la déclaration, il a dit qu'elle contenoit la verite
y a persisté et l’a signé, avec nous dans ou la Salle du Graffe de la Délégation &
Mahé, aux Seychelles les dits jours mois et ans. . . .

(Signe) la Menielle, BENOITON, fils.

EDWARD MADGE, Délegué du Juge de
Vice-Amirauté et ad’Argent Greffier.”

 

(Translation of Inclosure 13 in No. 56, e.)

“The 18th day of April, 1819, at Eleven 0Clock in the Forenoon; before
the undersigned Edward W. Maye, Esq. Commissionerfrom the
Vice-Admuralty Court of the Mauritius and its Dependencies, to the
Seychelles Islands, assistad by Remy John D’Argent, Clery to the
Commission

Personally appeared the Sieur Benoiton, Mate of the schooner I’Espe-
rance, of Mahé, Robert Rodolp. Young, Master and Owner, which deponent
having been duly sworn, saith :—

_ ‘That having sailed in the schooner [Esperance, for the purpose of
making the Amirantes, they discovered land on ‘Thursday the 4th of February,
af eleven in the morning ;—that at 4 p.m. they observed the wreck of a vessel
near the settlement of Mr. Young, at d’Aros; that at the same time they per-
ceived a. boat coming out to them; that the said boat was commanded by the
Sieur Pradelle, who informed them he was freighter of the English schooner the
Favorite, which having been captured by the French sloop of war, La Lys,
had been stranded on putting in at Daros ; that on the following day, the 5th,
the, Master went. on shore ; that not having heard from the Master on the 6th,
he was going to send a skiff on shore, when he saw a boat coming on. board ;
that at irst he thought it was the Master returning, but that, to his astanishment,
eight men, armed with muskets and swords, came on deck, seized him, and
obliged him. as well as the Master’s mate, to go on shore, where he found the
Captain guarded by two armed men; thet he was likewise guarded to prevent.
his returning on board ; that the Sieurs Barnel, Pradel, and the crew, having
thus obtained possession of the schooner, Esperance, he observed them, assisted

Qo

signs, and allothernecessaries, they got under weigh, and made to the south-.
ward,. witha brisk breeze from the north, leaving behindthem theSieur Lelieur.

by Mr. Young’snegroes, whom they forced to work, labouring to put the said.
vessel in acondition to carry them off. That accordingly on the 10th, at 10 a, m..
having embarked thenegroes belonging to the Favorite, together with provir
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Deville, an officer belonging to the French sloop ofwar theLys, and the prize.
master of the captured schooner, the Favorite. : _—

On the 18th March the brig Courier; from Seychelles, Captain Langlois,
having touched at Daros, on her way to Aldabra, the said Mr. Lelieur, with two
seamen, went on board, in order to get to the Seychelles, thinking it probable
they would not have a more favorable opportunity of leaving the island.

On the Ist of April Mr. Dupuy’s sloop, Captain Tiran, came to fetch
deponent and his party; and on the third embarked in her for Mahé.

The said deposition having been read over to this deponent, he has.
declared it to contain nothing but the truth, and has persisted in the same,
which he has signed in our presence in the office of the Commission at Mahé,
one of the Seychelles.

(Signed) BENOITON,Jun,

(Signed) |EDWARD MADGE, Commissioner-General,
D’Argent Registrar.

 

(Inelosure 14 tn No. 56, c.)

Report addressed to Monsieur Frappaz, Enseigne de Vaisseau, and Aids
de-Camp to Monsieur Milius, His Most Christian Majesty’s Com-
mander-in-Chiefand Governor at the Isle of Bourbon ; and command-
ing His Majesty’s Schooner the Lys,—relative to the re-capture ofthe
Slave Vessel the Favorite, by the freighters of the said Vessel.

Monsieur,

D’aprés votre ordre je me rendis 4 du bord brick goelette la Favorite pour
en prendre le commandement, et j’envoyai a votre bord le Capitaine du batiment,
son second, et deux matelots ; en échange de ces deux derniers vqus me donnates
fes nommés Cabavel et Pringent.

__, Ayant trouvé a bord deux officiers de Marine Marchande passagers,
Messieurs M. Ebrad et Duchesne, provenant de la Goélette [’Egnamont qui
avait fait naufrage a la cote-d’Afrique, je crus pouvoir leur confier un quart, vi
quwils n’avaient aucun intérét sur le navire et que j’étais seul.

Vous m’enjoignites, d’apres l’état de mes vivres que je vous commuri-
quais, de faire voile pour la relache la plus voisine, d’y faire de eau ainsi_ que
les vivres dont je pourrais avoir besoin, et de eontinuer mon voyage.

Je restart en calme huit 4 neuf jours ; le 27 Decembre je tombai dan-
gereusement malade d’une espéce de dissenterie €pidemique régnant générale.
ment sur les batimens qui viennent de traiter a la cote d’Afrique. Cette
maladie qui commengait 4 se propager a bord, jointe au manque d’eau, m’ayant
fait perdre une vingtaine de noirs, je me detérminai 4 relacher aux Amirantest
quejereconnusle 4 Janvier ay matin ; et le mémejour je mouillai a l’Isle Daros,
ayant tout mon équipage malade, 4 exception de deux hommes. _ Apres avoir
pris ‘des informations sur la possibilité de faire de l’eau et des vivres frais, j’en-
voyai a terre tes matelots et noirs malades; éprouvant des difficultés pour faire
de Peau, et voyant que Pouvrage se faisait avee lenteur, je me fis transporter a
terre faire creuser un puitsetaccélerer par ma présence Erbesogne : je m’y fis
accompagner par les deux fréteurs Messieurs Barnette et Pradel, afin de les avoir
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sous‘mes yeux et empécher.par-la toute communication entr’enx et l’équipage,
chose que je ne pouvais empécher 4bord, va l’état de ma santé. - Mon eau
étant faite,et ayant embarqué quelques toutes, je me disposai 4 mettre sous
‘voile le lendemain, pour Bourbon, malgré que le batiment fit quatre pouces
@eau& Pheure qu’sl n’eut qu’une pompe en état de servir et son maitre beau
cassé, mais je prévoyais qu’en relachant 4 Malé pour la faire réparer, il serait
reconnuhors d’étatde reprendre Ja mer. i

Le soir a environ six heures de l’aprés midi Pon vint m’ annoncer que le
batiment appareillait, j’en fus dautant plus étonnéque Jes vents étoient loin.
@étre assezforts pour contraindre a mettre sous voile; je m’ informai sur le
champ od étaient les deux fréteurs, l’on me répondit-qu’on les avait vis il n’y
avait qu’un instant et qwils devaient étre dans le bois:4 la recherche d’un des
noirs qui était parti marron depuisle matin. Sur ces entrefaites, japprisque-le
batiment était 4 la céte, j’envoyai aussitét allumer du feu sur le rivage et
prendre des informations sur le motif qui avait pu forcer 4 mettre sous voile,
quoique jeusse presque la certitude qu’il venait d’étre enlevé ; en effet j’acquis
cette certitude, mais sans aucun détail;toute communication avec moi fut inter-

dite jusqu’au lendemain que les fréteurs permirent 4 M. Ebrad, de venir m’in-
former que la veille au soir Messieurs Barnette et Pradel aprés avoir gagne les
deux hommes qui se trouvaient dansle canot a faire de Peau, s’étaient rendus a
bord, étaient descendus dans leur chambre et que sous prétexte de faire mettre.
leurs malies en bas, ils avoient appellé deux ou trois matelots, auxquels proba-.
blement ils communiquéerentleurs projéts; peu apres ils montérent tous armés,
s’emparerent de la porte de ma chambre ov étaient mes armes, en déclarant que
leur tntention était, de reprendre leur propriété, en conséquence ils engagérent
ces Messieurs a vouloir bien deseendre sans faire une résistance qui ne pourrait
avoir:que de suites funestes pour eux, et qu’une fois sous voile ils les niettraient
a terre ; ces Messieurs obéirent ; alors voulant appareillcr ils s’étaientjetés 4 la
cote. ‘Tel-est le .xesumé des faits. les plus importans du rapport verbal de
M. Ebrad. Le lendemain 4 la mer haute, le navire échoua sur Ja -plage sans
qu’il me fit permis de sauver la moindre des choses; ils mirent a part les
objets qui pouvaient leur étre de quelque utilité, et travaillérent 4 degréer
avec la hache.

_. Tous les hommes malades'a terre avec moi passérent de leur coté, A Pex-_
ception du maitre du batiment et de M. Cabaval, (provenant du Lys). Toutes
les promesses du Traillant n’ont pu détourner ce dernier de son devoir ; aussi je.
ne puis. m’empécher de solliciter votre interméde auprés de M. Milliers pour
obtenir la recompense d’une action rare dans une classe d’hommesotl’appas
du gain’ Pemporte générolement sur Phonneur.: II me serait agréable de n’avoir
que de bons témoignages 4 rendre des deux hommes que vous m/’aviez donnés,
mais aprés vous en avoir recommandé un, je me crois obligé d’appeler toute la
sévérité des lois sur Pautre (Pringent) ; non content d’avoir été le premier a se
révolter, il aété un des instigateurs d’un autre complot, qui heureusement pour
moj.ne fut pas exécuté ; il ne s’agissait que de se défaire de ma personne, afin
d’ensevelir dang Poubli l’enlévement de la Favori#e; mais la chose ne pouvant
ayoir lieu par la connoissance qu’enauroient les noirs de M. Young, propriétaire
de I’Isfe, ifs renoncerent a ce projet et A dater de ce jour jusqu’a. celui de leur
départ, j’ai &téassez’bien traite. CO ; :
g,, Dans les premiers jours de Fevrier, voyant qu’ils apportaient une grande
négtigence 4 se garder, je formaileplan de la reprendre ; je sondai 4 cet effet
mes deux hommies. Le N. Cabarel s’offrit avec un empressement qui ne me
laissa. aucun ‘dotite’ que je puissé compter sur son courage, mais les réponses
-evasives de Pautréqui eraignait de s’exposer 4 une mort certaine en cas de noni
Teussite, m’obligeaame’désister’d’une -entreprise impossible d’exécuter apats "ee

deuxhommes:
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‘Le 4 Fevrier au soir'on appercut dans le, nord. un navire gouvernant sur.
'Pisle; ils. firent' sur lechamp mettre le feu 4 la carcasse de la-Favorite et je
fus dés ce moment jusqu’a celui de leur départ gardé par un matelot armé dans
gine case ‘attenante a la leur. . Un des froteurs se rendit 4 bord s’annoncant
‘comme envoyé par-moi, dit au Capitaine (M. Young) que la Favorite avait fait
naufrage sur son Isle et que je ne. pouvais me rendre a son bord étant. malade,
Le lendemain, cing, M. Young descendit a terre; ils lui déclarérent alors Ia.

“vérité en lui proposant de traiter pour sa goélette; sur son refus, il fut arrété,
gardé 4 vue, et le jour suivant ils s’emparérent de son navire, mirent son: second
et tout son @quipage a terre, embarquérent de l’eau, de vivres; et le dix, ils
mirent a ‘la voile emmenant avee eux pour les conduire les deux officiers.
passagers dontje vous ai déja parlé, et firent route pour Je sud, ce qui me fait
présumer qu’ils ont été. 4 Madagascar. — ; oo

Je restai sur Pisle jusqu’ au 17 Mars, lorsqu’ un batiment allant prendre
de la tortue 4 Aldabra‘et venant de Mahé, relicha aux Amirantes pour s’informer |
de M.Young; je m’embarquai dessus et j’arrivai le 18 Avril suivant a Mahé,
ouje vous rejoignis aprés avoir, dans l’espace de quatre mois, perdu tout ce que
je possedais, avoir été exposé a perdre Ja vie, et avoir fait une maladie aigue.
dontj'ai manqué étre la‘victime, .

“Tel est; Monsieur, exposé des événemens qui me sont arrivés depuis.
siotre séparation, que Je considerais comme rien si j’avais été assez heureux de
remplir la mission que vous m’aviez conficé.

{Signé) LELIEUR,deVille-sur-Arey.

 

(Translation ofInclosure 14 in No. 56, ¢. J

A Report addressed to M. Frappez, Lieut. and AiddeCamp to M.
Millius, His Majesty’s Commandant and Governor of the Island of
Bourbon, having the command of His Majesty’s schooner, Le Lys,
relative to the seizure of the trading vessel éa Favorite,by the
freighters of the said vessel.

Sir,

_According to your orders, I went on board the schooner /a Favorite, to
take. the command of her; andI sent on board your ship the master, the second
mate and two sailors; in exchange for the two latter, you gave me the two

. men named Caberet and Prigent,
Finding on board two captains of merchantmen, who were passengers,

Messrs. Ebrad and Duchesne, belonging to the schooner ?Egremont, which had
heen wrecked on the coast of Africa, 1 théught.I might yenture to commit to
their charge a fourth part.of the cargo ; perceiving that they hadno interest in
the vessel, and that I wag alone. .

-. You informed me, inconsequenceofmy communication of the state of
the prisoners, tomake sail for the nearest port, to take in water and what pro-
visions-I wanted, and to prosecute my voyage. ;

1 was becalmed for 8 or 9 days. On the 27th..of DecemberI fell dan-
gerously ill of a sort of epedemic dysentery, which prevails. generally on board
.vessels thatcome to trade on-the coast of Africa. This disorder which began to
spread. on boards, added to-my want.of water, and :my having lost almost 20
slaves, I determined to put intoharbour gtAmirantes, which I descried on the
4thof January, in the morning ; and, on the same dayI tock in water at the
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istand: of-Daros,:having -all:-nvy. crew sick;::witli the “exception of two men.
After having ascertained as to the probability oftaking’ ‘in fresh watgr andiprd-
visions,I sent-on shore the sick.sailors and. the'sick slaves.’.: Meeting with sdme
iifeulty to_procure water, and-perceiving that the work proceeded but slowly,
{-went myself on shore, to have-some wells dug; and to acceterate the labourers
by my presence. - 1 took :-with. me: the two freighters, Messrs: ‘Barnette anil
Pyadel, in--order-to have them under my eye, and to prevent their having an
communication. with the crew, a circumstance [ could not prevent on board; oh
account of the bad state of my health. - Having taken inwater, and ‘put on
board-some tortoises, I prepared .to: make sail the next day for the island ‘of
Bourbon, notwithstanding the vessel leaked 4 inches an hour, and that there
was only one pump fit for service, and that her bowsprit was broken; but 1
foresaw that by putting into port at Mahé to have it repaired, it would be con-
demned.as unfit to go to sea again.

About 6 o’clock in the afternoon I was. informed, that the vessel ‘was
making ready; I was the more astonishedat this, as there was hardly’ wind
enough to make-sail: [ informed myself instantly where the two freighters
were ;.they told me that they had been seen a few minutes ago,.and that they
might be in the woods, in search of one of the slaves who had escaped ‘since
the morning. -In the mean timeI learnt that the vessel was ashore ;-| sent im-
inediately to have fires made on the beach, and to get information of the motives
for getting under weigh, although | was almost certain atthe time that the ves-
sel had been seized by the freighters ; in factI obtained this information, though
not in any detail : every communication with me being intercepted till the next
morning, when the freighters permitted Mr. Ebrad to come and tell me towards
the evening, that Messrs. Barnette and Pradel, after having recovered the two
men who were in the canoe to procure water, had gone on board ; had descended
into their cabin; and, under pretext of. having their trunks put below, had
called to them two or three sailors, to whom probably they communicated theit
plans.. Shortly after, they came on deck all armed, and took possession of the
door of my cabin, where I kept my fire-arms, declaring it was their intention
to retake their property; in consequence they persuaded these gentlemen ta
have the goodness to go below, without making any resistancé, which,if they did,
they said could only be attended with serious consequences to themselves, pro-
mising as soon as they were under weigh, they would put them an shore. ‘These
gentlemen obeyed : wishing then, to make saif, they run ashore. This is the
substance of the most important facts of the report of M. Ebrad. ‘The next
day at sea the vessel was wrecked without:a single thing being saved. They
had put aside what might be useful to them and endeavoured to cut away the
rigging.

°°" All the sick men that were on shore with me, decided with them except-
ing the master of the vessel and M. Cabaret (belonging to de Lys). All the.
promises of the negociator could not turn the fatter from his duty$ I cannot
therefore refrain from soliciting Your interférence with M. Milius to‘obtain a
reward for a eondtict so extraordinary ina class ofmen where the allurements of
profit supersede, generally, the sense of honour. {[ should have been glad to
have given good testimonials of both the two men you made over to me ; but,
after having reeommended to you the one, I feel obliged to call upon all the
severities of the law against the other (Pregent) ; who, not content with being
the first to revolt, was one ofthe instigators of another conspiracy ; which,
happily. for me, failed. The object was to murder me; in order ‘to: bury’ in
oblivion this seizure of /a Favorite. Butas this could not happen without its
being knuwn‘to the slaves of Mr. Young,-a proprietor in the island, they gave
‘ep this project; and from that day, will their departure, 1 was pretty - weil
treated,
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{n the beginning of February, perceiving they were getting much of
their guard, I formed the resolutionof retaking her ;_ for this purpose I sonnéed
amy two men; Cabaret came forward, with such boldness that I felt.no doubt
ofhis courage, but the evasive answers of the other, who was afraid of exposing
himselfto acertain death, in the event of failure, obliged me to desist from an,
‘enterprise impossible to be accomplished by two men only,

_ _On the 4th of February, towards the north, a vessel was seen steering
towards the island : they immediately set fire to the hulk of da Favorite, and ]
was from that moment, cill her departure, guarded by an armed Sailor ina birth
near their own. One of the freighters went on board, announcing himself as
sent by me, and told the Captain (Mr. Young) that /e Fucorite had been wrecked
off his island, and that I could not come on board being indisposed.

_ The next day, the 6th. Mr. Young went ashore, they then declared to
him the truth, proposing to purchase the galliot : on his refusal he wasarrested,
and guarded, and the follownig day they took possession of his vessel, put his
gate and all his crew on shore, took in water and provisions, and on the 10th
set sail, taking with them, to navigate the vessel, the two captains, passengers’,
whom I have already mentioned, and steered to the south: this induces me to
daclieve they have been to Madagascar. |

[remained on the island till the 17th March, when a vessel going to
Aldraba, to catch tortoises, and coming from Mahé, put into port at Amiran tes,
to enquire after Mr. Young. J embarked on board this vessel, andarrivedon
the 18th April following at Mahé, where I rejoined you ; after having, in the
space of four months, lost every thing—had imy life attempted—and having
nearly fallen a victim to an ague.

Such, Sir, is anarrative of the events that have happened to me since
-our last separation ; but still F should have thought nothing of them, had I
been so fortunate as to have accomplished the mission with which you had
gutrusted me.

(Signed) LELIEUR, de Ville-sur-Arcy.
Naval Eléve, of 1st Class,

Seen by his Majesty’s Commandant and Governor.

(Signed) MILIUS.

  

(Inclosure 15 in No. 56; ce.)

St. Denys, le 22 Juin, 1819.
Monseigneur,

J’ai eu Phonneur de mettre sous les Yeux de V. E. par ma dépéche
du 29 Mai expiré, copie de ma lettre au Gouverneur de Maurice, rélative~
ment 4 la proposition que je lui faisois.d’autoriser nos croiseurs de courir indis-
tinctement sur les -batimens des deux nations se livrant au commerce des
esclaves, en contravention aux lois qui en prohibent introduction dans nos
colonies. La réponse de cet Officier Général, quejejoins ici, fera voir a ¥. E.
que ma proposition tombe d’elle-méme, et qu’elle n’aura pas de suite,

Je me félicite de jour en jour de la bonne harmonie qui regne entre fe:
Genéral Darling ct moi. V. E. sera 4 méme d’en Juger par notre correspon-
@ance respective, quej’ai dja eu plusieurs fois occasion de mettre-sous ses youx..

J’ai Phonneur d’étre, &c., ' (Signé) =P. MILIUS.

Au Ministre de la Marine.
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(Translation of Inclosure 15 in No. 58, c.)

Monse! St. Denys, Jane 22utd, 1819.
Monseigneur,

_ [had the honor to submit to your Excellency, in my despatch of the
29th May last, a copy of my letter to the Governor of the Mauritius, relativd
to the proposal which I made to him, of authorizing our cruizers to board’
indiscriminately, such vessels of the two nations as were carrying on the traffick
in slaves in contravention of the laws which prohibit their importation into
our colonies. The reply of this General Officer, which ] inclose, will shewyour
Excellency, that my proposal fallsof itself, and cannot be earried into effect.

I congratulate myself from day to day, on the good understanding
which prevails. between General Darling and myself. Your Excellency will be
abie to judge of this by our respective correspondence, which 1 haye already
had many occasions of submitting to you.

I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) P, MILIUS.
To the Minister of the Marine.

 

eomaersinatndialy

CInclosure 16 in No. 56, c.)

Port Louis, June 7th, 1819.
Sir,

I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letters, and to
express to you the sense I entertain of the cordial co-operation manifested by
your Excellency, whenever I have had occasion to seek the assistance of your
Government.

I beg you will be assured, that I am most sensible of your Excellency’s
attention, in communicating the circumstance ofthe loss of the brig Hope;
and in regretting an event which must prove so injurious to the individual,
‘interested in the vessel. I request your Excellency will accept my best thanks
for the information conveyed to me.

The measures your Excellency has adopted, in union with this Govern-
ment, in prohibiting the exportation of military arms and gunpowder to Mada-
pascar, cannot fail to contribute éssentially to the suppression of the Slave
‘rade in this quarter of the world. I trust sincerely the event will justify

this anticipation, and that your Excellency will derive all the satisfaction you
must feel in the success ofso interesting a measure.

- ° Tshould, indeed, most willingly adopt your Excellency’s proposition,
with respect to the reciprocal search of vessels suspected of being employed in
the Slave Trade,. by the ships of aur respective Governments. But, in making
this proposition, 1 conclude your Excellency was not aware that a similar one
had been submitted by the British Minister at Paris, and rejected by the French
Government. 1 have, therefore, thought it right to apprize your Excellency of
this circumstance, that, in the zeal which your Excellency has so generously
evinced in this cause, I might not be instrumental in leading you’ to the
adoption of a measure, of which your Government might probably rot be
disposed altogether to approve; and I trust the frankness with which ] put
your Excellency in possession of this fact, will’serve the more strongly to
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~ eament the confidence,. which Lam proud of. secing established between your
Excellency and myself

_ i quite agree in the opinion which your Excellency has expressed, that
if Radama.has. any-intentidn ‘of equipping a corps of cavalry, it will be of
importancetodiscontinue. the exportation of horses to Madagascar ;' and I am:
most happy to learn that your Excellency has resolved upon that measure,
; ‘With respect to Lemoine, we have only to regret, that our exertions to

‘bring this offender tojustice arg, not more likely to prove effectual. But
propose writing to the Minister, that my Government maybeinformed:of the
event; and if; your Excellency approves of this course, you will probably
adopt.the same measure, that our respective Governmentsmay take’ such
steps as.may appear to them expedient in this case.

I am happy in this opportunity: of renewing to- your Excellency the
assurances of respect and consideration, with whichI havé the honor to be, &e.

(Signed) — R DARLING,Major-General Commanding,

Copy certified to be conformable.

The Commander and: Administrator for the King, (Signed) MILIUS,

SY

(Inclosure.17..in.No.-56, ¢.)

Jer Note de la Traite.

Extraitdes Documens adressés au Departement de la Marine pay les Admini-
strations de Cayenne, du Sénégal and de Bourbon, concernant des Contra-
ventions commises dans ces Colonies aux Loix et ordonnances sur la Traite
des. Noirs.

CAYENNE,
“Noun des batimens en contravention

J Aurore.

_ Ce batiment vénant de Brésil, débarqua le 2 Novembre 1808, sur la céte de Rémire.
Tle de Cayenne, 87 Noirs, qui, ainsi que le batiment, furent saisis parla Douane: ils étocné
destinés’ 4 un habitant de Cayenne qui déclare en avoir fait l’acquisition au Brésil, lorsqueJa
Guyanne étoit encore sons la domination Portugaise. Par jugement des 9 and 10 Novembre,
le Tribunal de Ire instance a prononcé la mainlevée de la Saisie des Nuirs and du Navire, et
la Cour Royalede la Guyanne, sur l’appel interjetté par le Directeur des Douanes, a confirmé
ces deuxjugemens. Le Procureur Général de la Colonie et le Directeur des Douanes ont
fait immédiatement une déclaration de pourvoir en cassation, laquelle va recevoir ba sui¢
convenable.

- SENEGAL.
"Le Scholastique.

' Bombarde. de Marseille, Armateur le Sieur Garmier, Capitaine le Sieur Brun, atterda
qu’il est constant que dans Ja nuit du 11 au 12. Aout dernier, il a éré embarqué sur ce navire,
mouillé derriere la Narre de Sénégal, d’ou il a mis la voile le matin 12, des Négres -captife
L.e Conseil de justice du Sénégal a ordonné Ja confiscation du navire et de la Cargaison &. pre-
éncé l’interdiction.du capitaine,

BOURBON.
La Prospérité.

Cette Goelette naviguant sous Je’pavillon de Jean Réné, chef de Famatave, He de
Madagascar, fut rencontiéele26 Octobre 1918, &-9 mille environ des cétes de Bourbon)
par le corvette du Roi UAmaranthe: 99 nézres furent trouvés & bord, et le batimont ayant
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été conduit’a Bourbon, une procédure a été intentée..: Unjugement rendu par te ‘Tribunal?
de iere instance le 17 Novembre declara qu’il n’y avoitpas‘lieu 4-confiscation, mais cet arrét
aété annullé Je 2 Décembre suivant par le Conseil spécial de révision, qui a ordonné Ja confis-
_gation de la Goelette, de la Cargaison et des Négres, et Vinterdiction du Sieur Bancks
capitaine, ‘Ce dernier a annoncé intention de se pourvoir en cassation, Au 18 Octobre,
1819 le Pourvoin’avoitpas.été encore portéen France.

La Favorite.

_ Ce Brick Goelette naviguant sous pavillon Anglois, & venant de Zanzbarchargé
de 143 Noirs, fut rencontré le 2 Decembre, 1818, par la GoelettedeSa Majesté le Lys, &
arrété pour étre conduit 4 Bourbon, En route l’equipage de la Favorite se révolta et ce,
bAtiment s’échappa.Aprés s’étre échoué a PIle d’Aros, le capitaine de la Favorite, a Paide d’un,
petit navire Anglois pammé1I’Espérance, enlevé de vive force sur les cétes de cette Ile, a.
-effectué a Bourbon le débarquement des Noirs qu’il avoit pu sauver, Par jugement du.
9 Juin, 1819, le Tribunal de iere instance de Bourbona ordonné Ja confiscation du navire,
dela Cargaison et des Noirs.

L’Espérance.

; Crest Je batiment enlevé 4 I’Ile d’Aros dont on, vient de parler. ..Par jugement dy 22
Juin le Tribunal de Jere instance de Bourbon en a ordonné laconfiscation et celle de la
Cargaison.

La Bayonnaise.

Cette Goelette Francoise, commandée par le Sieur Conpiny, & ayant 4 bord 27
Noirs, fut rencontrée le 16 Juin- 1819, aux environs du Port St. Denys, Ile de Bourben,
par la Goelette de Sa Majesté le Lys. La Bayonnaise a été acquittée en-lere instance par’
jugement du 30 Juin. Le Conseil de révisiona cassé.ce jugement, & -déclaré de bonne prise
les 27 Noirs trouvés 4 bord du navire.

Paris, 9 Janvier, 1820.
 

(Translation of Inclosure 17 in No. 56. ¢}

ast Note upon the Slave Trade.

Extract of the Documents addressed to the Department of the Marine, by the
Governments of Cayenne, of Senegal, and of Bourbon, respecting the Viola-
tionsofthe Laws and Decrees against the Slave Trade, committedin those
Colonies.

"Names of the Vessels accused of CAYENNE,
illegal transacGons.

The Aurora.

This vessel, coming from Brazil, disembarked, on the 2d of November 1808, on the
coast of Remire, in theLeland of Cayenne, 87 negroes, who, 2s well as the vessel, were
seized by theCustom-House: they were intended for an inhabitant of Cayenne, who declared
that he had obtained.them in Brazil when Guiana was yet subject to the Portugueze. By a
sentence of the 9th and 10th of November, the Tribunalde premidre instance pronounced @
replevy ofthe seizure of the negroes and the vessel; and the King’s Court at Guiana, on the
appeal lodged by the Director of the Customs, confirmed these two sentences. The Attorney-.
‘General of theColony and the Directors of the Customs immediately made a Declaration of
applying in appeal, which is at present in proper course.

SENEGAL.
La Schotastique.

_ “Bomb vessel; of Marseilles, fittedout -by ‘the Sicur Garnier,Captain the Sieur Brun:
Seeing that it is certain that, during the night between the 11th and 12th of last August,
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Captured negroes were-embarked on board this vessel; anchored within’the bar of Senegal
whence it sailed on the morning of the 12th, the Council of Justice of Senegal decreed the
confiscation of the vessel and cargo, and pronounced the interdiction of the captain.

BOURBON.
La Prospérité.

This schooner, trading under the flag of Jean Réné, a chief of Tamatave, in the
Island of Madagascar, was met, on the 26th of October, 1818, about nine miles off the Coast
of Bourbon, by the royal corvette, L’Amaranthe: 99 negroes were found on board; and
the vessel having been taken to Bourbon, proceedings were instituted against it. By a sen-
tence pronounced by the Tribunal de tere Instance on the 17th November, it was declared
that there was no ground for confiscation ; but this decree was annulled on the 9d December
following, by the Special Council de Revision, which ordered the confiscation of the
schooner, cargo, and negroes, afid ‘the interdiction of the Sieur Bancks, thecaptain.
This latter person stated his intention to sue for an appeal. Up to the 18th of October the
application for appeal had not been made (porté) in France.

La Favorite.

This Schooner Brig, sailing under the English flag, and coming from Zanzibar,
loaded with 143 Negroes, was met on the 2d of December 1808, by His Majesty Schooner,
Le Lys, and stopped, in order to be taken to Bourbon. In the voyage the crew of La
Favorite mutinied, and this vessel escaped. After having run aground on the Island ofAros,
the Captain of the Favorite, with the assistance ofa small English vessel named EL’Esperance,
whichhad been carried away by main force on the coasts of that island, effected the disem-
barkation at Bourbon of such of the Negroes as he had succeeded in saving. By a sentence
of the 9th of June, 1819, the Tribunal de premiére Instance decreed the confiscation of the
vessel, the cargo, and the negroes,

LZ’Esperance.

This is the vessel, mentioned above, which was carried away from the Island of Aros.
By a sentence of the 22d June, the Tiibunal de premiére Instance at Bourbondecreed the
confiscation of the vessel and cargo.

La Bayonnoise.

This French Schooner, commanded by the Sieur Conpiny, and having on board
27 negroes, was met, on the 16th of June 1819, in the neighbourhood of Port St.Denys,
inthe Island of Bourbon, by His Majesty’s Schooner Ze Lys. La Bayonnoise.was acquitted
in the first instance by a sentence of the 30th June, The Council de Revision hag annulled
this sentence, and declared the 27 negroes found on board the vessel to be legal prize,

Paris, 9th January, 1821.

 

(CInclosure 18 in No. 56, c.)

2de NOTE SUR LA TRAITE.

Note. sur des Contraventions aux Reglemens prohibitifs de la Traite des Noirs,

qui ont été commisespar des navires Frangois sur territoire étranger.

_ Le JeuneAdolphe..

Par une lettre du 29 Juillet 1819, M.le Commandant de Bourbon a informé le Mi-
nistre de la Marine, qu’il venoit d’apprendre qu’un navire Francois Le Jeune Adolphe, Capi-
taine Pepin, armateur le Sieur Ferréres, démuerant 4 Bourbon, parti de cette coloniepour
Madagascar, a été arrété par la Frégate Angloise le Liverpool, comme soupconné d’avoir
effectué 4 Maurice un débarquement de noirs de traite; que le batiment amené & Maurice a
ae jugé de bonne prise, et son Capitaine envoyé a: Londres par devaut- la Cor de Vice

mirauté,
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LeDépartementdelaMarine est instruit que le Capitaine Pepin vient d’arriver & Ports-_
mouth avec son second,

Le Télémaque.

Ce navire armé en Janvier dernier, avec destination pour St. Yago de Cuba, a fait
fausse route, et s’est rendu a la cdte d’Affique, pour y prendre une cargaison de négres qu’il a
transportée 4 laHavane. De rétour 4 Bordeaux au mois d’Adut dernier, il est reparti le 6
Novembre pour la Havane, sons le nom de Mentor.

M. le Procureur Général a Ia Cour Rovale de Bourdeaux est saisi de l’affaire.

Paris, 9 Janvier, 1820.

 

Translation of Enclosure 18 in No. 56, c.

ed. NOTE ON THE SLAVE TRADE.

Note on some violations of the Regulationsprohibitive of the Slave Trade, which
have been commitied by French vessels inforeign territories.

Le Jeune Adolphe. .

_. By a letter of the 29th July, 1819, the Commandant of Bourbon has informed the
Minister of Marine that he had just learned that a French vessel the Jeune Adolphe, Captain
Pepin,fitted out by the Sieur Ferréres resident at Bourbon, had sailed from that colony for
Madagascar, and had been stopped by the English frigate The Liverpool, as being suspected
of having effected at Mauritius a debarkation of slaves; that the vessel being taken to Mau-
ritius had been, condemned as lawful prize, and its Captain sent to London to appear before
the Vice Admi-ralty Court,

_ The Department of Marine has been informed that Captain Pepinhasjust arrived at
Portsmouth with his second in command,

Le Télémaque.

This vessel, equipped in January last and bound for St. Jago in Cuba, altered her course
and sailed to the Coast of Africa, to take in there. a cargo of slaves which he carried to the
Havannah: Having returned to Bordeaux in the month of August last, she again sailed on
the 6th Novemberfor the Havannah under the name of the Mentor.

The King’s Attorney General at Bordeaux is directed to prosecute this officer.

Paris 9th January, 1820.

 

(Inclosure 19 in No. 56; c.)

Rapport au Conseil des Ministres sur les résultats de la mission au
Sénégal de Mons. le Copitaine de Vaisseau Le Baron de Mackau, en
ce gut concerne le merite des imputations qui ont ete dirigees contre
lAdministration de cette Colonie relativement a la Traite des Noirs.

Le 13 Septembre dernier je chargeai en conformité des ordres du Roi
le capitaine de vaisseau Mons. de Mackau, de se rendre au Sénégal afin de

‘vérifier sur les lieux les imputations qui étoient sans cesse dirigees contre
l'administration de cette colonie, au sujet de la Traite des Noirs. ;

_ . Revenu en France en Mars dernier, cet officier supérieur m’a remis une
note. terminée & St, Louis, le 25 Janvier, 1820, a la veille de son départ, dans
laquelle il m’informe de toutes les recherches et observations qu'il a faites en
execution des ordres ci-dessus rélatés.
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Tlesttesté plus de trois mois au ‘Sénégal; il a mis toute son attention &bien juger dechaque chose. Comme il placoit, dit il, son honneur & dite livérité, ou du moins ce qui lui paroit vrai, ilavu les naturelsand leurs chefs; ‘il apassé des journées entiéres dans leurs villages etdans leurs cases; et il déclaresitivement navoir trouvé nulle part aveune trace des enlévemens de noirs, nonplus quedesdévastations et des horreurs décrites (comme ayant eu lieupresqu’
immeédiatement aprés le mois le Janvier 1817) dans le 18me rapport des Direc.
teurs de Institution Africaine, cité dans la8le. Livraison de la Minerve ;heureusement, dit il, tout les faits, qui figurent dans ce tableau, sont controuvés,Les accusations reproduits sous tant de formes, répétées dans tant Wéerits,
que la Traite des Noirs avoit été non seulement tolérée mais encore encouragéeau Sénégal en-1817 et 1818, que lautorité en tiroit un ‘lucre detestable, que descaptiveries avoient été publiquement établies A St. Louis, que 1500 Esclayesy étoient & Ja ehaine dans les derniers mois de 1818,”—ne sont aux yeux deMons. le Baron de Mackaun, que d’odieuses calomnies inventées par la passionet accreditées par une facheuse.imprudence.

Ce:n’est pas que, depuis la reprise de possession jusqu’a la réception déJa Loi du-15- Aotit 1818, c’est a dire, dans un tems ot administration duSénégal ne pouvoit s’appuyer contre les infracteurs que du principe méme de.Yabolition, des défenses du Roi et de Pordonnance de Sa Majesté‘du 15 Janvier,1817,.il n’y ait eu dans les possessions Frangoises‘d’Afrique beaucoup de spécu=lations de traite ; Mons. le Baron de Mackau est remonté a lorigine de chaquefait, et il & trouvé vrais la ‘plupart de ceux rapportés dans un imprimé publié enAngleterre et ayant pour titre, Exposé des Sats rélatifs a la Traite des Noirsdans le voisinage du Sénégal, — oe
Ainsi il est: démontré que les navires, la Reine Caroline, 0Elisa, [Astréele Sylphe, le Zéphyr, une autre Elisa la Marie, ont enlevé desnoirs‘au Sénégal,du 25 Janvier, 1817, au 15 Juillet, 1818 ; qu’ a Gorée particuliérement, on gestdivré & ce commerce avec une ardeur & une publicite trés remarquables ; ‘quequelques agens subalternes de Padministration avoient merité & ont justifiédepuis les dénonciations qui ont pésé sur eux.
Mais que les premiers dépositaires-de Pantorité sont restés aussi com-

plettement étrangers au lucre de cet odieux ‘comnierce qu’, adversaires ‘constansde ceux qui s’y livroient. oe
Que Mons. le Capitaine de fregate Fleurian, commandant par interim dwSsnégal n’a cessé de lutter avec une grande fermeté contre les populations deSt. Louis et de Gorée, toutes deux ambitieuses des’ gains de la traite, et quecet officier développe ans cette lutte autant d’énergie que de talent.
Que la publication de la Loi du 15 Avril, 1818, ayant fortifié laytorité,les tentatives d’infractions cessérent a St. Louis, qu’ellés s’opérérent avec mystérei Gorge, et se portérent surtout dans la riviére de Caramance, anddaris'lesBissagots, deux points tout a fait en dehors des limites des*possessions qui ‘noussont exclusivement propres,
L’Autorité pérsévéra dans sa vigilance devenue nécessairement plus diffi-cile, elle: fit tous les efforts imaginables pour arréter les infractions ;. si quelques’expéditions eurent lieu, Pautorité les avoit ignorées, ou avoit fait pours'yopposer

tout ce qui dépendoit d’elle: souvent méme,-dans ses précantions *& dans sés
mesures préventives elle s’exposa & dépasser peut étre les limites tracées par le
droit commun & par la législation de la matiére.

Pendant le cours de 1818 Mons. le Capitaine de frégate Fleurion, con-tinua & tenir la méme ligne de surveillance et de sévérité: elle a été egalementsanie par Mons. le Colonel Schmaltz, qui reprit le commandement le ler Avril,
S19,
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Dans ce mois le méme Armateur. du navire le Zéphyr qui démandoit
4 sexpédier de St. Louis pour les Iles du Cap vert. et que-.on soupconna d’un
projet de traite, rénonga ason voyage plutét, que de,souscrite‘anx garanties que
administration crut. devoir exigerde lui pour,s'assurer qu'il. ne: commettroit
aisciineinfraction 4 l'abolition de ja traite. oT ; ,
_.._., Mais il paroit, trop réel qu’un.bitiment supposéFrancais, favorisé par les

chefs indigénes.and par les habitans.de.Gorée,.a.enlevédans laBaiodYor 124
Noirs. . L'Instruction a prouvé que ces Esclaves étoient venus.nuitamnent de St.
‘Louis, par un long circuit dans lintérieur,afin d’éviter les postes placéssur Jeg
cotes. On présume. que ces malheurgux auront.¢té transférés&borddans la
nuit du*I6 en ‘¥7 Avril , del
quementet sur cela, comme sur ‘le nom du“batimént,l’autorité reste dans le
doute le plus complet. .

En ‘Septembre 1819, une infraction “fat ‘tentée -sous ‘fe. ‘marque _d’une.
expédition pour le bas de la céte ; le projet fut déconcerté par les.soins.du com~
smandarit’ pour le Roi. , co -

Au mois d’Aoit la ‘Bombarde la Scholastique, de. Marseille, chargée de:
boeufs, moutons, &c. pour la Martinique,etexpédiée‘pour JaDounne de .St.
Louis parvint & jeter sur la céte, pendant Ja nuit du Tl au'l2,’ une‘partie de son
ehargement de betail, et & recevoir en échange une vingtaine de: noirs, apres
quoi elle disparut. Aussitét des informations furerit ‘prises, des interrogatoires
prétés. et un jugemerit par contumace interdit le capitaine et prononca la
saisie du batiment et de la Cargaison. ‘Des copies.du jugement furent de
suite adressées & la Martinique & en France. Depuis (le‘8 Décembre) la Scho-
Yastique a eu laudace de réparoitre & St. Louis. J’attend avis des diligences
qui ent di étre faites dans la colonie, pour l’exécution des condaminations. ,

Au moment 6u M. le Baron de Mackau a quitté le-Senégal, c’est 4 dire
dans lesdernievs jours de Janvier 1820, on y avoit généralemenit. rénoncé & la
traite. Cependant quelques hommes coupables paroissoient- n’attendre gwun
régime moins sévére pour renouveller cet infame traffic, sous'‘couleur de com-
merce, ‘au bas de ja céte, et d’achats de cire, Wivoire, de peaux, d’huile de
palme, articles d'exportation d'une. fort mince importance (au moins actuelle.)

‘Une loi complémentaire de-celle du 15 April, 1818, et qui atteigne
-personellement non.seulement les armateurs et le capitaine contravenans, mais
encore tous participans, méme indirects, aux délits de la traite,.achevera d’armer
Yautorité contre les-infractions : Le projet de loi, dost le besoin avoit été.pres—
sant est tout prepare. Je pourrai le soumettre tres incessamment au conseil.

En outre une station navale plus nombreuse, et dont la composition,
ainsi que les points de croisiére sont indiqués, éclairera les cétes de maniére &
prevenier ét empécherles infractions. ‘Des ordres sont.donnés en conséquence.
Ils ne tarderont pas 4 étre exécutés. _

‘Des agens subalternes d’administration avoient été signalés comme ayant
pris part 4la‘traite: un vient @étre privé de son-emploi et-reduit & la pension de
rétraite; un atitre a déja donné sa démission : Je reste sera écarté duservice.

Je neritre dans aucun détail sur‘les bitimens indiques par M. deMackau,
comme stanteffectivement livrés41a traite, depuis le 25 Janvier, 1817. ‘Les
noms en sont portésdans!état général ci-joint des dilizences, poursuites, instances.
et condamnations qui ont eu lieujusqu’é la fiin du présent. mois dfAvril, par-suite
des dispositions prohibitives de.la traite des noirs.

-; cependant-on n’a dévouvert‘aucun témoindel’embar-
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(Translation of Inclosure 19 in No. 66,6.)

Report to the Council of Ministersof the resulis of Captain the -Barox
de Mackau’s mission’ to’ Senegal, concerning the merits of the’imputations
which have been directed against theAdministration of that colony, rela~
tive to the Slave Trade: oS

_ (On the 13th of last SeptemberI charged, in conformityto the orders
of the King, Captain the Baron-de Mackau to-repair to Senegal, for the purpose
of ascertaining on the spot, the-truth of the imputations which were incessantly.
directed against the Administration of that colony on-the subject of the Slave

rade.
When that superior officer returned to France in March last, he trans-

‘mitted to me a note, dated (¢ermine) St. Louis, January the 25th, 1820,-on the
eve of his departure, in which he informed me of all the enquiries and. obser-
vations he hadmaitle in execution of the above-mentioned orders.

_ He remained more than three months at Senegal : he made a voyage of.
five weeks up the river ; his whole attention .was devoted to form a correct
judgment upon every thing. Ashe thought that his honour depended upon
telling thetruth, or at least what appeared to him to be the truth, he visited
the natives and their chiefs; he spent whole days in their villages and huts, and.
he declares positively that he no where found any trace of negroes having been
carried away, any more of ‘than the devastations and the horrors described (as
having taken place almost immediately after the monthof January, 1817,) in the
13th Report -of the Directors of the African Institution, quoted in the 81st.
No. of the Minerve ; fortunately, says he, all the facts represented in that de-
“scription are false. - .

. The accusations reproducedunder so many forms, repeated in so many.
‘doctimenis, ‘* that the traffic in slaves had been not only tolerated, but even.
‘encouraged at Senegal in 1817 and 1818; that the authorities derived from
dt an odious gain; that receptacles for captured slaves had been publicly.
‘established at St. Louis; that 1500 slaves were chamed in them in. the later
months of 1818,” are, in the eyes of the Baron cde Mackau, nothing but in--
‘famous calumnies, invented by passion, and supported by an unfortunate.
‘imprudence.

It is not that, from the time of retaking possession, up td the period
‘when the law of the 15th August 1818 was reccived, (that is to say, at a time.
‘when the Governmentof Senegal had no other support, against the violators:
of the abolition, than its very principle, the proltibitions of the King, and the
Decree of His. Majesty of the 15thJanuary), there did not existin-the African.
possessions of France, many speculators in slaves.. The Baron de Mackau
penetrated te the’source of each fact; and’ he discovered that the greater part
ofthose reported in a printed statement, published in England, and entitled,
‘* Exposition ofFacts, relative ‘to the Slave Trade in the Vicinity. ofSencgal.”
weretrue, '

Thus it is-demonstrated, that the vessels the Quees Caroline, the Ediza,
the Astrea, the Sylph, the Zephyr, another vessel murned the: ZAza, and the
Maria, carried off slaves at Senegal, from the 25th January 1817 to the 15th
July 1813; that at Goree particularly, this commerce was carried on with
Temarkable ardour and publicity; and that some subaltern agentsof govern-
ment deserved, and have since justified the accusations brought forward
-against:them. But that the principal authorities were as completely strangers
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‘fo all gain from this odious commerce, ag they were constant opponents: afthose who-carried it on. . a
_ That Captain Fleurian, Commandant ad interim of Senegal, has notceased to struggle with great firmness against the inhabitants of St- Louis and- and Goreé, both of them desirous of the gains of the traflick; and that thatofficer manifested in this struggle as much energy as talent.

‘That the publication of the law of the 15th April 1818, having
strengtened the authorities, the attempts at infraction ceased at St. Louis ;
that they were made in secret at Goree; and were particularly directed tothe river of Cazamanca and to the Bissagots, two points entirely out of thelimits of the possessions which are exclusively ours. . -' “  ° The authorities persevered in their vigilance, a task which necessarilybecame more difficult. hey made all imaginable efforts toprevent infractions ofthelaw. Ifsome speculations took place, the authoritieseither were ignorant ofthem, or didall in their power to prevent them. They even ventured frequentlyin, their precautions and preventive measures, to pass the Jimits laid down byestablished rights, and by the laws relating to the subject..

In the course of the year 1819, Captain Fleurian: continued tp observethe same system of watchfulness and severity. This system’ was equally
followed by Col. Schmaltz, who resumed the command on the Ist April, 1818.

In that very month, the fitter out ofthe vessel the Zephyr, who demanded
permission to sail from St. Louis for the Cape de Verd Island, and who wassuspected of a slave speculation, gave up the voyage, rather than give the
security which the government thought it their duty to exact from him, that
he would commit no infraction on the abolition of the Slave Trade.

But it appears but too certain, that a vessel, supposed to be French,
favored by the native Chiefs, and by the inhabitants of Goree, carried away
125 negroes from the Bay of Yof. The examination have proved, that
these slaves were brought by night from St. Louis, by a long circuit in the
interior, in order to avoid the posts stationed on the coasts. It is presumed,
that these unfortunates were taken on board in the night, between the 16th and
17th of April. No witness of the embarcation has however been discovered ;
and on that head, as well as with respect to the name of the vessel, the authorities
remain in the most complete uncertainty.

In September, 1819, an infraction of the law was attempted under the
mask of an expedition to the lower part of the Coast: the project was defeated
by the care of the King’s Commandant.

In the month of August the bomb vessel, La Scholastique, of Marseilles,
loaded with-oxen, sheep, &c, for Martinique, and despatched to the Custom-~
House at St, Louis, lauded on the coast in the course of the night, between the
lith and 19th, part of its cargo of cattle; and received in exchange about 20
slaves, after which it disappeared. Immediately informations were taken, in-
terrogatories put, anda judgment by contumacy suspended the captain and
pronounced the seizure of the ship andcargo. Copies of the Judgment were
afterwards sent to Martinique and to France. Since that time (on the Sth
December) La Scholastique has had the audacity to reappear at St. Louis.
i am expecting an account of the measures that have, without Moubt, been
adopted in the colony for the execution of the sentences of condemnation.

At the time when the Baron de Mackan quitted Senegal, 7. c. towards
‘the end of January 1890, the Slave Trade had been generally abandoned. Some
guilty individuals, however, appeared only to wait for a less severe system of
administration, in order renew this infamous trafick on the lower part of the
eoast, under the colour of commerce, and of purchases of wax, ivory, skins,
oil, and palm-trees ; articles ofexportation of very little consequence, at least
at present.
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‘A-supplementary law to.that of the 15th April 1818, which should
affect personally not only illegal traders and captains, but also all who par.
take, even indirectly, in the offences of the Slave Trade, will complete the
power ofthe authorities against infractions ofthe law. The projét of this law,
‘the necessity of.which was most-pressing, is alreadyprepared. .I shall be able
‘to submit it to the council very speedily.

- . In addition to this, a more numerosis naval establishment, the composi-
tion of which, as well as the direction of their cruize, are pointed out, will
scour the. coast,.in such a manner as to prevent and hinder the infractions of
the law: Orders. have. been given in consequence. There will be no delay
4n- their execution.

-Certain subaltern agent agents-of the Government.had been pointed out
as having taken part in the Slave ‘Trade. One of them hasjust been dismissed
‘from his employment and been obliged to retire on a pension.; another.hasal-
ready given in. his-resignation;.the remainder will.be removed from the service.

-I do not-enter into any details respecting the vessels pointed out by M.
de Mackan as ‘having been actually devoted to the Slave Trade-sinee the 25th
of January, :1817. “Their names are contained. in the general statement of the-
Actions, Prosecutions, ‘Suits and condemnations which have: taken place up .to
the end of this present month ofApril,.in consequence of. the-arrangementspro-
hibitory of the SlaveTrade.
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(Inclosure 20 in No. 56, ¢.)

Ministre de la Marine, direction des Colanies, 29 Avril. 1820.

Etat indicatif des diligences, poursuites, instances, ou condamnations, qui ont eu licu

depuis la publication des dispositions prohibitives de la traite des noirs, soit en France soit

aux Colonies Francaises.

Kee

Navires au sujet desqucls il n'a dé ou pi etrefait eneore que des diligences administratives.

 

 

OBSERVATIONS,

  

NOM ICATI-| |NOM MOTIVES
n_ des INONdu des CAPI- 1 de

BATIMENS., |PAVILLON,| TALNES PREVENTIONS:

oun ihSENKGAL.

+ : Parti de Bordeaux en 1918;
La jeuneEliza.|Francais. Desse. pour le Sénégal et suspectés|

détre destiné a la traite.

LapetiteBetzy|1q, {laman. Parti de Nantes en 1818,
La Suzanne. [i4, Blaye. pour le Sénégal & suspectés
Valéxandre. {1a Rabot. de ta méme destination.

Parti de L’Orient en 1818,
la touché au Sénégal, puis4 tal

Le Zéphyr. —[Id. Bayot. Martinique, o&8 on presumait
quwil avait importé des noirs de
traite.

. Armé & Bordeaux, designeg
L’Eliza. Id. Tabry comme ayaut chargé en 1818,

au Sénégal 150 noirs de traite.

Parti de Honfleur en 1819,
pour St. Yago: est designe

Te elnt Sée comme ayant pris 4 la Céte|
Leclair. Id. WAfrique 325-esclaves qu’i!

aurait introduits 4 la Marti-}
nique.

Partidi Havre en 1819, pourl)
Lequesne. Lisbonne dana Je dessein preé-

Véclair. id. 4 . sume de faire ka traite a Jal
Céte @’Afrique.

. . Parti de [lonficur en 1819,

Le Joseph. id. Guillotin, pour la Céte d’Afrique dansile
L’Achille. Id. Proyin. ; & desta présumeé d’y trailer ces
La Rosalie. ld. Deschamps, iNégres.

Parti de Honflear en 1819,
La Perle. Id. Chauffe.. pour Mariegalante.

Frété4 Marseille en 1819,
lest désigné comme ayant pris;
ata Céte d’ Afrique 12 Negres,

WAuguste. — [{d. Parmateur réside uu Havre.  

 

  

{_ Kerit & PAdministration du Sénégal en
1818, ellearépondu qwil ne sétait trouve ‘
aucune preave que la Jeune Eliza, eat pris

¢ part 2 la traite & que quant aux trois autres
| navires, ils p’avaieut poiut paru dans la
(coonies

Ecrit (1818), dans tes ports et& Ja. Marti-
nique, daprés les réponses il n’a été fait
aucape poursuite cuutre ce batimenut, alteady
qu'il ne est trouvé aucun indice de coa-
wavention,

Eerit (1818), & Mr. Le Commissaire-Géné-
ral de ja Marime & Bordeaux, & 4 Mr. Le
Commandant du Sénégal, @aprés les réponses,
aucune poursuile n’a élé dirigée contre le
batiment, attendu qu'il o’y a pas eu indice
de coniraveation,

Ecrit (1819), ila Martinique, 41a Guade-
loupe,é Cayenne, & au Sénégal. Les admi-
nisirateurs dc ja Martinique & de la Guade-
loupe ont répondu: il resuite de leurs ré-
ponses que deux de ces ba.imens, la Rosalie
& la Perle se sunt présentés a la Martinique;,
mais qu’ils n'y ont donné lieu a aucun soup
gon de contraventiun; on attend les autres
répoases.

Ecrit au Sénégal, A Marseilles et au Havre
(1819 & 1820.) Le Commisaiveade la Marine

’ ga Havrea répondu que ce batiment w'etait
pas encore rentré au Hidvre ot demeure
Tarmateur, quiavait déclaré positivement &
prouve par sa cot respondance que son navire
sctait livré au Sénéga! a tout autre com.
merce que celui de fa traite.. Ou attesd lee
autres réponses.

675
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NOMS INDICATI- NOMS MOTIF3
des ONdn | des CAPI- de OBSERVATIONS,

NAVIRES. |PAVILLON.| TAINES. PREVENTIONS.

Arméa St. Malo en 1819, es
désigné comme ayant pris 151 Ecrit au Sénégal soe

: oA et gal 4 la Martinique & St,Le Narcisse. Francais. les yant WobotawgbeMae Servan, (1819 & 1820),on attend les réponses,
tinique.

‘e hati Ecrit (1819,) aux Administrateurs de la
Ce batiment armé 4 Hon- Mavtiique, de Ja Guadeloupe, du Sénégal

fleur était deésigné & de Cayenne, & au Hivre, Les ré OnsesLesdeuxSceurs.|Id. De ’Homosne, jayant pris 150 Negres & laJ Dovenues dela Martinique& de Ja Guade-
Cote d'Afrique et fes ayant [oy ortent que ce batimentne s’y estdébarqué a la Martinique. oupes P a ne 8 y est pas

présenté, on attend les autres réponses,

: Parti de Bordeaux, et dé-|Un Brick dont signé comme ayant embarqué Ecrit & Bo:deaux (1820) on attend Ia
le nonitaae. jau Sénégal une femme noire] réponse,
pas inaique. de traite, en 1819,

; Désigné comme ayant char-|__ Ecrit A Mr, le Commandant da Séaégat
UpBrick oon gé en 1919, au Cap Verd, 130} 1819, la réponse est attendue, Bals
pasindiqué Noir.

Ecrit au Sénégal (1819), on attend la ré-
: . ponse. daprés un rapport officiel ultérieur

L'Africain. Id. 5 fe bAtimenta été armé aul Ce bAtiment (qu’on y nemme PAfricaine) sur-
cncgas en . veillé de prés, n’a pu effectuer son projet de

prendre des Négres au bas de la céte,

Brick dont/¥d. Envoyé en 1819, par une

"Tenom n'est jcompagnie du Sénégal Gulamj — Ecrit A Mr, le Commandant da Sénégal,pas indiqué. avec te but présumé de faire) 1819, on attend la réponse,
la traite des noirs.

Id. En armement en 1820, au Ecrit 4 VAdministration Maritime, auLe Rodeur. Boucher. Havre, avec une destination] Havre (1820), on attend la réponse,
Le Cosmopolite presumée pour la traite.

N.B. Le Rodeur est déja en état de pré-
vention comme s’étant précedemmeat livré&
la traite. La commission instituée par l'or-
donnance royale du 22 Xbre., 1819, 4 leffet
de donner son avis motivé, concernant toutes
actions judiciaires 4 intenter, & suivre, ou a
soutenir en France dans ’intéret de l’Admi-

nistration publique, en matiére de contraven
tion aux dispositions prohibitives de la traite
des noirs, est chargée d’éxaminer s'il y a lieu
de le poursuivre a cet égard; ilest porté pour
ce motif & la suite du présent état, -

Enquéte dressée 4 Gorée }
6 mai. 1819,au sujet Wun cn Tha été écrita cesujet 4 Mr. Je Comman-

lévement de neégres dans uf dant du Sénégal en 18193; on attend la
baie d’Yo. réponse,

BOURBON.

Cette gogiette est soupcon- Par lettre du 17 .
aus : ¢ 7 Xbre. 1819, Mr. le Com-

Léglé. néed avoir debarqué non loin) cant de Bourbon annonce quil a envoyé  de St» Denis, Me de Bourbon,
ides Noirs qui ont été arréiés.  a la poursuite de ce batiment.
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Navires qui ont été Vobjet deprocedures dans les Colonies.

 

NOMS INDICATI-
ON desa des

BATIMENS. |PAVILLONS,

DATE
des

JUGEMENS,

Le. / _
ENONCE des JUGEMENS, OBSERVATIONS,

   

L’Arriero, Espagnol.

La Calypso. Id.

Le Sylphe, |Francais.
LaRe ne Ca-jId.

roline.
-L’Astrée, Id.

La Marie Isa-|
belle. Espagnol.

L’Aurore. Francais,

Le Postilion, Frangais,

La Dorade. [Ia.

LaSchohistiquel (4,

Le Voyageur| Anglais,

LaJeune Eni- Franga's,
le.

VEole. {d,

La Prospérité.| Madagascar, 

9, Xbre, 1817,

5, Aodt, 1818,

20, Aodt, 1818,
id

Id,

 
9 & 10 Sbre,
1818,& 117bre,
1619.'.

128 Avril, 1818,

Juillet, 1818, 
f° Tbre, 1819,

25 Ybre, 1819, 2 Xbre. 1818,
|

GUADELOUPE.

Acquitté,

Acquitté,

Acquitté,
Acquitté

Acquitté.

CAYENNE.

Main levée par le Tribunal
ide lere. Instance, & par lal
Cour d’appel de la Guyane, de
la saisie quia été faite par la
douane de 87 uvirs de traite.

Confiscation du- navire et de
la cargaison, interdiction du
capitaine.

Méme cvundamnation par
défaut.

Confischtion par défact du
navire et de la cargaison, in-
terdiction du capitaine.

BOUREON.

Relichés comme n’ayant pas
été effectivement en contra-
vention.  

Acquitté en lere. instance
& condamué sur appel le 2
Xbre. 1818. 

Unantrejugement du 14 Aoit. 1818, rendu
sur appel a encore mis les accusés hors de
procés.

Le jugement a été confirmé sur appel le
11 7bre. 1818. pe

Ces jugemens ont été confirmés sur appel
le 18 7bre. 1818,

Ii agit d'un débarquement de noirs qui
auroit été fait au Port Louis (Guadeloupe), 4
Ja fin de 1819. La procédure s’instruit devant
les Tribunaux de la Guadeloupe.

La direction des douanes de Cayenne et le
Procurenr Général de la colonie se sont
pourvus en cassation contre le jugement dela
cour Wappel.

Par arrét du 23 Mars, 1820, le dit jugement
a étécassé & les parties sont renvoyées devant
la Cour Royale de Caen.

La commission instituée par l'ordonnance
Royale du 22 Décembre, 1819, est saisie des
pitces.

La méme commission avait émis Vavis quily
aurait licu de suivre Péxécution du jugement
en France. Ce navire a reparu au Sénégal
le 8 Xbre. 1819, et on attend le compte des
poursuites gai auroient du tre immédiate-
ment exercces dans la colonie.

Remis au Gouverneur de Maurice pour
ordonner les poursuites. (Lettre de Mr. le

_ Commandant de Bourbon, du 28 8bre. 1818,

Ona demandé le 96 Aoiit, 1819, au Com-
mandant& Administrateur les piéces de la
rocédure afin d’éxaminer s'il p’y a pas liea
se pourvoir en cassation (les délais n’ex-

pirent que le 26 Mai, 1820.) On attend les
dites piéces qui doivent parvexir incessame
ment.

Le sieur Banks Capitaine du navire aan-
noncé Vintention de se pourvoir en cassation.
Le pourvoi wayant pas été signifié ict avant
le 5 Mars, 1820, les délais (de 13 Muais,) sont
expirés & Je jugement ne peut plus etre
attaque,
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$ePOFUPOULUUR

N°M INDICATI. DATES ENONCE des JUGEMENS,les 0 es | des i OBSE ‘5.
BATIMENS. PAVILLON.JUGEMENS. SERVATIONS

. . ' Confiscation du navire,con-| _Commeil n’y a point eu d’appel de I:
Le BonAccord.| Anglais. A3Sanvier,1818. idamnation du Capitaine aux] des condamnéd, ia condamuationest detinis

dépens. tive. : , :

La Favorite. |Id. 9 Juin, 1819. Confiscation du navire et de} Id
la cargaisoo. em.

L’Esptrance. |Id. - 22 Juin, 1819. Confiscation du navire et de, Wea.
la cargaison.

: ag poamitte en lere. instance!
ise. . ‘30 Juin, 1819. condamné sur appel le 20

LaBayonnaise. Francais. ’ Juillet, 1819.

. - Confiscation du navire et de
La Joséphine. |Id. 29 ibre. 1819. [la cargaison. a Tl n’a point été fait appel par les con-

lamaés.

Jugemens rendus. concernaat des Noire de Traite débarqués dans les Colonies par

 

Bdtimens inconnus.

BOURBON.

——

Ordonné la restitution aleur|
propriétaire de23 noirs, arré-
tés dans Jes rues de St. Denis.

‘YS Sbre 1817.

15 Tbre 1819. | Ordonné la restitution au
propriétaire de $2 noirs arrétés|

lonie.

9 7bre 1819.  
sur le soupgon que ladite piro-

la cote.
fisqués. gre avait eté employée& dé-

rquer 4 Caffres trouvés sur
Ceux-ci ont été con-

Sur Vappel, te propriétaire a
été renvoyé per arrét du ler
Décembre 1617, a justifier de
sa propriété devant le tribunal
ide Jere instance, ce qu’il afait.

Le jugement a été confirmé
sur les grandes routesde la co-|sur appel le ler Sbre 1819.

Leprocureur da Roiainter.
Ordonné la. restitution auljetéappel, on n’a point encore

sieur Alain Gonefroy de la pi-iavis qu
rogue et des noirs qui la mon-|sujet.
taient. Snisic en avait été faite]

il ait éte prononcé & ce
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Affaires dont UVInstruction a eu lieu en France.

 

NOM.
dea | ON des

BATIMENS. PAVILLONS

INDICATI- - DATES
dea

JUGEMENS,
Lnonck des JUGEMENS, OBSERVATIONS.

 

Le Télémaque.

LeRédeur.

La Marie.

L'Expérience. |

' Francais.

td.

id.

 

ce eaercacesoon

eee meveeveseee

¢

Contoccssecce

ee wee sseseone

COED OR coenscecnecevesones

POROOOTCeee sereserenecene

CO OSS SOC E EDS Cone roseceeeeS

Ped amarecvrrcccneeeesracnee

  

Ce navire parti de Bordeaux en Janvier
1818 ,est accusé d’avoir debarquéa la Havane
ides noirs de traite qu’il aurait pris ala céte
dd’Atrique.
La commission institué par ordonnance da

aA Décembre 1819, est-saisie de examen det’
ipiéces.

Le Rodeur est signalé comme ayant pris&
la céte d’Afrique un chargementde 280 noirs.

claves, qu'il aurait ensuite transportés & St.°
Thomas, : : .
La commission est saisie de ’examen des.

pieces.

jbarqué au Sénégal64 négres qu’il aurait trans-
Rorte 4 Cayenne. Par dépéche du22 xbre,

re. Lescommandenur et administrateur au
Sénégal, et & Cayenne ont été chargés de
[faire diligences et poursuite. La commission

' jest aussi saisiede examen des piéces.

Lexpérience est signalée comme ayant pris| ,
au Sénégal et débarqué & Cayenne250 noirs
de traite. .

Le commandant et administratear & Cay-
fenne et les autorités maritimes & Bordeaux
et & Bayonne sont chargées de remettre au
hministére public, pour y étre donné telles
suites que de droit, les documens relatifs a I
fon Lorsque Viastraction aura été faite Ia 
ommission sera saisie de examen des pitces.

Ce bitiment est signalé comme ayant em—-
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(Translation of Inclosure 20 in No. 56, c.)

—OCOe—

Ministry of the Marine, Department of the Colonies, April 29, 1820,

Statement specifying the Enquiries, Prosecutions, Proceedings, or Condemnations
that have taken place since the publication of the Ordinances for the prohibition of the Slave
Trade, both in France and her Colonies.

—OOCa-

Cases of Ships concerning which Government has not yet either deemed ttjust, or been able to
direct anyproceedings beyond enquiries.

 
 

 

  Coast of Africa. The owner
tesides at Havre,  

  

NAMES NAMES
of FLAG. of GROUNDS of CHARGE. REMARKS.

VESSELS. MASTERS. :

SENEGAL.
meee

. Sailed from Bordeaux ini81g
wo . forSenegal,suspected of having Wi .liza.|F; bh. {Desse. : ’ ritten in 1818, to the Colonial GovernLajeune Eliza.|Frenc . heen intended for the Slave] | ment of Senegal, who replied, that no proofrade. d nad beenbrought home toithe,Jeune Elta of

‘ . : aving bee~ cngaged in the e, and thatLapetite Betsy./Do. Hamon. Cleared out fromNantes {nl | the three other vessels had not been seen at allLaSuzanne. {Do. Blaye : SareeaSenegal,andestina. in the Colony,
. L’Alexandre. |Do. Rabot. tion.

Sailed from L’Orientin 1818, Written in 1818, both to the out-ports and to
and touched first at Senegal.| Martinique; the answers received did not‘Le Zéphyr. {Do Bayot. and subsequently at Martini.| jastify any proceedings against this vessel,asque, whitker she was suspected] there appearedno ground whatever for suse
lof having carried Slaves. pecting her of illegal tratiic.

pvnitten in 1818,fe the Commissary-General
as of the Marine at Bordeaux, and to the Com-VE D Tab Fitted out at Bordeaux,re-| mandant of Sene al, whose answers war-iza. 0. abry. orted to bare laden, in 1818) santed no proceedings against the vessel,

in Senegal, 150 Staves, since no unlawful trading could be laid to her
charge,

Sailed from [Tonfleur in 1819,]
for St. Jago: charged witht

tee . having shipped onthe Coast o
L'Ecieir. Do. Sée. Africs 995" Slaves, and with

having imported them into
Martinique.

Sailed from Havre in 1819,])
plat for Lisbon, with an intention

L'Eclair. Do. Lequesne. it was supposed, of procuring Written in 18:9, to Martinique, Guada-
Slaves on the Coast of Africa,|| loupe, Cayenne, and Senegal. From the an-

819 awers of the Governors of Martinique and
Nott Sailed from Honfleurin 1819,| (Guadaloupe, it appears that two of thesebe Doseph Do, Guillotin, for the Coast of Africa, with] f vessels, the Rosalie and the Perle called atLa R ' ik De Dewsham s, the supposed design of pur-| | Martinique, but that they excited no suspicion

a Rosalie. o. a. chasing Negroes. there of carrying on an illicit trade. The
A 1919 other answers are not arrived.

Sailed from Honfieur in
La Perle. Do. Chauffe, for Mariegalante, ’ J

Written in 1819 and 1820, to Senegal, Mar.
. . . seilles, and Havre. The Commissary of theigre annted at arseilles in] Marine at Havreanswered, that the vessel hadand charged wit i t hLAuguste. Do. embarked 12 lanes raving not yet returned to Havre, where the owner

resides, who hadpositively declared, and had
roved by his correspondence, that his vessel
ad,in Senegal, been engaged in a description
of commerce totally diiferent from the Slave
Trade. The other replies are yet expected.
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NAMES
of .

VESSELS.
GROUNDS of CHARGE, REMARKS,

 

Le Narcisse.

LesdeuxSceprs.

A brig, name
uukoowa.

A brig, name
unknown.

L’Africain.

A brig, name|
not mentioned.

Le Rodeur.
LeCosmopolite.

Leégle.

NAMES
FLAG. oO

MASTERS.

French,

Do. De l’Homosne.

Do.

Boucher.

  

Fitted out at St. Malo in
18i9, and charged with having
taken on board 150 Blacks, on
the Coast of Africa, and with
jhaviag disembarked them at
Martinique.

Built at Honflear. Infor-
mation was laid against her of
having procured 150 Slaves on
the Coast ofAfrica,andhaving
landed them at Martinique,

Sailed from Bordeaux; was
{charged with having, in 1819,
jembarked in Senegal, a black
female Slave.

Charged with having,in 1819,
taken on board 130 blacks at
Cape Verd.

Fitted out in Sene i
819. als In

Was, in 1819, sent by a com-
pany established in Senegal,to
Gulam, supposed with an ia-|
tention of procuring Slaves,

Were, in 1820, fitting out at
2 Havre, with adesign, it was
‘uspected, of carrying on the
Slave Trade.

An enquiry commenced at
Goree, May 6, 1819, respecting
jan embarkation of Negroes in
the Bay of Yo.

BOURBON.

———

This schooner is suspected off
having disembarked, within a
short distance of St. Denis.
Isle of Bourbon, blacks who
bave been apprehended.   

Written to Senegal, Martinique,and St. Ser-
van, In 1819 and 1820. Answers are expected.

_ Written in 1819, to the Governors of Marti-
nique, Guadaloupe, Senegal, and Cayenne, as
also to Havre. The answers from Martinique
and Guadaloupe state, that this vessei had not put
in there, The other answers are yet to arrive.

Written to Bordeaux in 1890; the answer is
expected,

Written to the Governor of Senegal in 1819
the answer is expected.

Written to Senegal in 1819; the reply is ex-
pected. It appears from an official report lately
received, that this vessel, there denominated
PAfricaine, was so closely watched as to be
unable to accomplish her object of embarking
Slaves en a distant part of the coast.

Written in 1819, to the Commandant of Sene-
gal, whose answer is expected,

Written in 1820, to the Maritime Administra-
tion at Havre, who have not yet returned an
answer.

N.B. An information is lodged against the
Rodeur of having previously traded in Slaves,
The Commission appointed by the Royal Or.
dinance of December 22, 1819, for reporting
upon all actions to be instituted or maintained in
France, by order of the Government, on charges
of transgressing the laws for the prevention of
the Slave Trade, as directed to examine whether
there are any grounds for proceeding against
her on this account. Accordingly her name is
inserted in the present list.

The Governor of Senegal has been referred to
on this subject, and his reply is expected.

The Governor of Bourbon States, under date
of December 17, 1SI9, that he has ordered this
vessel to be pursued.
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Vessels which have been proceeded against in the Colonies.

 

NAMES { DATES

 

   
 

 
the sentence, she was con-
demned, Dec. 2, 1818,

FLAGS. oO SENTENCES, REMARKS,
VESSELS, ‘ SENTENCES

GUADALOUPE.

WaArviere. {Spanish. | pee.9, 1817. _ Aequitted. 1e]8rIn comenenedekan ape Ateeiy
established the innocence of the parties accused,

. . rt bei
La Calypso, {Do. Aug. 5, 1818 Acquitted. conirmedSeptemberfi, isa etm
Le Sviphe.| iFrench, | Aug. 20.1818, Acquitted, A al having been broughtagai
La Reine Cato. Do. Acquitted. sentences, they were coniir Septemberif

UL’Astrée. Do. Do. Acquitted, 1818.
She stands charged with having landed Slaves

at Port Louis, Guadaloupe, about the latter end
La Marie Isa- Spanish, of 1819, Proceedingsare taken before the Tri-

. bunais of Guadaloupe,

CAYENNE

. The Directors of the Custom House of Cay.
. The Tribunal of the First| enne, and the Attorney-General of the Colony,

Instance, and the Court of{ having suedoutareversal of the sentence pro-
, ; Nov.9 and 10,)A ppeal at Guyana, awarded| nounced by the Conrt of Appeal, the same was

£1 Aurore, |French, 1818, and Sept.jthe restoration of the 87 Slaves] by an order of March 23, 1820, reversed, and the
. 11, 1819, who had been seized by the] parties were directed to apply to the Royal

Custom House. . Court of Caen for a fresh trial.

SENEGAL.

. Seizure of 1
Le Postillon, |French, April 28, 1818 [Masterdisqualifed. carey

D Same sentenceof condemna aire Commission appointed b ihe Royal Or, oO. July, 1818, : =| nance o' cember in possession of
ta Dorade mys tion for non-appearance, the written proceedings’ , Pe °

The same Commission was of opinion that the
Seizure for non-appearance executionof hesentence 4mightbe followed oP

cet ia Fraoce. is vessel havin; in appearLaScholastique} Do, Sept. 8,1819. jof vessel and cargo; disquali-| ig Senegal, December 8, 1819: accounts’are ez
fication of the Master. ected toarriveas to theProceedio s ordered to

immediately instituted in the Colony.

BOURBON.

Consigned to theGovernor of Mauritias te
English, direct proceedings. tter of the Governor

He Voyageur. s Bourbon, 28 October, 1818.

, Under date of August 26, 1819, an application
* . was sent out to the Governor for copies of the

LaJueoe Emi-| French, Released, as no infringe-| proceedings, with a view of ascertaining whe-
lie. “ Nov. 25, 1818, {ment of the laws could be! ther there exist grounds to movefor areversal

L'Eole, Do. proved against her, of the sentence (the term for bringing appeals not
expiring before May 26, 1820). Thesecopies are
looked for every day.

. 7) Mr. Banks, the Master of the vessel, gave
Acquitted; but an appeal! notice that he would appeal, but his application

La Prospérité Madagas- Dec. 2, 1818, having been brought againet] not having arrived here till March 5, 1820, when
the termfor a ing, being nineteen months,
bad expired, t Pdeeientisirreversible.  
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NAMES FLAGS DATES
a Y je o SENTENCES, REMARKS,VESSELS. SENTENCES. ES E 8

os Seizureofthe vessel, co |. co les
4.eBonAccord jinglish,. jJan. 13,1818. {demnation of the Master in the condonetheeamesBele bytheparties

_[costs, 2

Ja Favorite. [Do. [June9, Lats, Confiscation of vemsel and Do.
: catgo.

L’Espérance, |Do, Jane22,1819. Do. Do.

. , Acquitted on the first trial;
: , 4 ut the sentence being a 1.LaBayonnaice./French. |June 30,1819. led from, she waspa donne4

La Josephine. Do, 
July 20, 1819,

-{Sept. 29, 1819,. | Confiscation of vessel and The-parties have not appealed.cargo.   
——ie B6 099O10Oe—————

Judgments Pronounced respecting Slaves Landed in the Colonies by unknown Vessels.

BOURBON.

———

“Twenty-three blacks stop- In consequence ofanappeal, the owner, by an
ped in the streets of St. Denis) Arrét of December-1, 1817, was directed to prove

{Nav.I9, 1817. were ordered to be restored to] his title before the Tribunal of the First Iustanee
their owners. which he did,

TNchieedtorthe Coloce] — Notwithstand 1, the sentSept.15, 1819, jonthe high roads of the Colon otwithstanding an a the sentence was
F pt15, 1819 were ordered to be restored re confirmed, October i, in. ,

, the proprietor.

A Pirogue and. some Slaves,|
iby whom she was manned,
were ordered to be restored te The King’s Attorney-General has breught ar

, the owner, Alain Gonefroy.| appeal. No account is yet received of any
Sept. 9,-1819, he had been seized on sus-} decision having taken place on this subject,

ipicion of having been employ-
ed in landing four Caffres thar
were foundon the coast. The
latter were confiscuted.    
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Causes Pending in Franer

 

NAMES
of FLAGS.

V-ESSELS.

DATE
of

SENTENCES,

 

Le Télémaque.| French,

Le Rodeur. Do.

La Marie. Do.

L’ Expérience, ‘Do.

  

SENTENCES, EEMARKS,

 

  

This vessel, which sailed fram Bordeaux, in
January. 1818, is accussed of having landed at
Havana, Staves taken on board by her on the
Coast of Africa, The Commission appointed b
an Ordinance of December 22, 1819, is engaged
in examining the papers.

An information is laid against the Rodeur of
having shipped, on the Coast of Africa, a cargo
of 2S0 Slaves, and of having imported them into
St. Thomas. ‘
The Commission is:employed in examining the

papers, : to

A charge is exhibited against this vessel of
having taken on board 64 Negroes in Senega’,
and of having carried them to Cayenne. By a
Despatch, dated December 29, 1819, the Gove:.
nors of Senegal and Cayenne are directed to
set on foot every enquiry, and institute proceed.
ings. These papers, also, are examiued by the
Commission, ‘

The Expérience is charged with -having em.
barked iu Senegal, and landed at Cayenne, 250
Slaves.
The Governor of Cayenne, and the Maritime

Authorities of Bordeaux and Bayonne, are
directed to transmit to Government the docu-
ments relating tu this cause, for such purposes as
the law has provided. As-soonas the prelimi-
nary proceedings are terminated, the Commis-
sien will enter oo the examination of the papers,
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No. 57, c.

Viscount Castlereagh to the Count de Caraman, &c.

Foreign Office, July 4th, 1820.

Viscount Castlereagh presents his compliments to the Count de Caraman,
and in returning to the Count his best thanks for the papers contained in his note
‘of the 17th ultimo, relative to the measures. adopted: by His Most Christian
Majesty at the Isle of Bourbon for the suppression of the Slave Trade, has the
honour to transmit to the Count de Caraman, as requested in his note above
alinded to, copy of the orders in Council, regulating the registry of slaves in

. British colonies.
Viscount Castlereagh renews to the Count de Caraman the Assurances, &c.

The Count de Caraman,

&e, &e. &e.

 

No. 58, ¢.

Viscount Castlereayh, to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &e.

Foreign Office, 8th December, 1820.
Sir,

_ In allusicy to my former dispatches on the subject of the French Slave Trade,
‘and relative to the French establishment in the Gambia River, I have now the honour
to transmit to your Excellency, a paper which has been given in at this office by the
gentlemen most prominent in this country in watching over the entire abolition of the
slave Trade. This Paper appears to contain some very strong facts and reasonings,
both as to the actual continuance of the French Slave Trade, in defiance of the laws
in force against it, and as to the manner in which it is sustained and encreased by ihe
French settlementin the Gambia River, to which settlement the French Government
has, under existing treaties, no claim.

Sir Charles Mac Carthy, the British Governor at Sierra Leone, is at present on
leave of absence in Europe, and proceeded a few days ago to Paris. He has been, in
many instances, an eye witness of the facts stated in the paper enclosed ; and his long
residence on the Coast of Africa, and continued attention to the subject, render him
perhaps more conversant than any other individual, with every thing relating to the
actual state of the Trade in Slaves.

I therefore have to request your Excellency to hold full communication with
Colonel Mac Carthy ; and, when you shall have possessed yourself of the valuable in-
formation which he can furnish to you, and shall have attentively perused the enclosed
paper, to consider what representation can at present be made to the Freneh Govern-
ment, with the best chance of obtaining the desired object, viz. The real instead of
the apparent abolition of the Slave Trade carried on by French subjects and by French
¢apital. ;
» Your Excellency is already so fully acquainted with the views ofthe British Go-

vernment on the subject, and with the nature of the measures by which the real aboli-
tion can be effected, that it is not necessary for me now to enter into detail with respect
to them. ,

A mutual agreement in the right of search is always, in the opinion of the Bri-
tish Government, the measure which would be most effectual for the abolition of the
Trade ; : but if, as it would appear, the difficulties to this agreement are, in the eyes of
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‘the French Government, insurmountable;:the.-next best measure certainly is, thatthehighest punishment in each individual state, should be inflicted on the commission ofthe crime by their subjects. a :
‘It is in this.view, that I would eall your Excellency’s attention particularly tethat part of the enclosed paper, which urges the expediency of a Jaw being browght

forward in France, inflicting a peine infamante, or at least a peine correctionnelle uponpersons convicted of carrying on the Trade; and also to that part of the paper whichreasons on the expediency of this being done by a positive law, and not by an ordonnance,_ _.. The approaching meeting of the Chambers in France, seems to point out ‘thisas the proper moment for your Excellency to make another efort with theGovernment
of France in this great cause.

Your Excellency well knows with what sincere. satisfaction any further steps,on the part of the. French ‘Government, to procure the real abolition of the Slave-‘Trade, will be received by the British Government,the Parliament and theNation.

Tam, &e.
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Evrcellency Sir Charles Stuart, K B.
&e. &e. &e.

P.S. I wish your Excellency to consider, whether, after laying before theMinister of Marine the information which I now send, it might not be advantageousfor His Excellency to sce Sir Charles Mac Carthy, and tosatisfy himself, by examina-tion, with respect ‘to the real state of facts.

 

(Inclosure tn.Na. 58, e)

London, 10th November, 1828.. Dear Sir,

When I last had the honor of waiting upon you, you requested to be furnislied-with a statement in writing of the heads of the information which I communicated toyou.on the subject of the French Slave Trade... The Freach Ministerof Marine; 1am aware, declared in the mouth of June last, in the Chamber of Deputies, and hasrecently renewed the assurance to our Government, that that trade is now effectually: Suppressed.
. This declaration, however, I fear cannot be supported by facts. The FrenehSlave Trade, I venture to affirm, is at this moment carried on with more activity thanat any iormer period, and under circumstances of cruelty, not less revolting that anyby which this traffic had previously been characterized. | proceed to state brieflysome of the facts which prove this. : teeThe English. squadron stationed on the Coast of Africa during the presentyear, have fallen in with a number of vessels bearing the French flag, and openly en-gaged inthe Slave Trade.

_ Thave been credibly informed, that the number of vessels which have thus beenmet, exceeds twenty-five. The correctness of this statement is capable of being éasily. ascertained, . The official letter of Sir George Collier, the Commodore on that station,to the Admiralty, and his official reports, must contain exact and detailed informationon this subject..
-' Besides the vessels found trading for slaves on the Africancoast, under the flagof. France,.% understand that Sir George Collier, on lately entering the harbours ofthe Havannah, found there upwards of thirty slave ships. bearing the French flag ;and that the period having expired during which- Spain was by her treaty withGreat Britain, to.carry on the trade under her own flag, the merchants.ofthe Havan-Nah were now generally resorting to the use.af the French flag, as that-which ouldalone effectually protect them in the contravention-of theis own-Abolition Laws.»;GovernorMae Carthy, of Sierra Leope, who is koWdiy this. country, assured.me that when he left Sierra Leone in July last, no -less than five vessels bearing’.theFrench flag, were engaged in procuring gargees of slaves at the River Gallinas, a
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place situated about one hundred miles to the south of the colony; and-that he had:
received what he considered to be unquestionable evidence of the fact.

If these statements are correct, and the authority on which they rest scems_ to:
admit:no doubt of their correctness, then it will follow, that between the months of
December, 1819, and the month of August, 1820, not less than from fiity to sixty ships -
bearing the French flag, were openly carrying on the Slave Trade: and as ‘it cannot:
be supposed, that more than a certain proportion of.the vessels actually engaged in it
sould have heen met by our cruizers, or could have come under the observation of Go-:
vernor Mac Carthy’s informant, the fair inference seems to be, that the evil has at-
tained to an unprecedented degree of enormity, at the very moment when the French:
Autherities, deceived, doubtless, by the representations made to them, are flattering
themselves, and giving assurances to our Government, that the French Slave Trade is’
extinct.

Nothing more seems necessary to prove the extent of the French Slave Trade:
allow me, however, to add a few words on the circumstances of cruelty with which it is
conducted.
"When I had the honor of an interview with you, I put into your hands two papers

containing details on this subject. One was a Sierra Leone Gazette,inwhich was in-
serted an account of the state in which some slaves were found by Sir George Collier,
on board a French vessel called La Jeune Estelle, Olympe Languines, master, be-
longing to Martinique. The other deserves more particular notice. It was an extract
from a periodical work published in Paris in the course of the present year, entitled
*< Bibliothéque ophthalmologique par M. Guillé, Directeur Général et Médecin en chef
de l’ Institution Royale des Jeunes aveugles 4 Paris. ’I'o illustrate his observations on
ophthalmia, he brings forward the following case.

“ Le navire le Rodeur, Capitaine B
Havre le 24 Janvier 1819, pour la céte d’Afrique, et arriva 4 sa destination le 14 Mars
suivant. Ce navire alla mouiller devant Bonny, dans la Riviére du Kalabar. L’équi-
page, qui était composé de vingt deux hommes jouit d’une bonne santé pendant la tra+
verseé et le séjour 4 Bonny, qui se prolongea jusqu’au 6 Avril. On n’avait remarque
aucune trace d’ophthalmie parmi les habitants de la Céte, et ce ne fut que quinze jours
aprés s'étre mis en mer pour le rétour, et lorsque le navire se trouva a peu prés sous la
ligne, qu’on ressentit les premiéres atteintes de cette effroyable maladie.

“On s’appercit que les ncgres, qui étuient au nombre de 160 entassés dans la
eale et dansVentrepont, avaient contracté une rougeur assez considérable des yeux.
On ne Yonna cependant pas dans l’origine une grande attention a cette maladie, qu’on
erat étre occasionnée seulement par le défuut de rénouvellement de Vair dans la cale, et
par la disette de l'eau, qui commencait déja a sefaire ressentir, On était alors ratiouné
@ huit onces parjour ; et plus tard il n’enfut distribué qu'un demi-verre.”

‘“‘ D’aprés l’avis de M. Maignan, Chirurgien du Batiment, on fit monter succes-
sivement sur le bord afin de leurfaire respirer un air plus pur, les négres qui étaient
demeurésjusqu’alors dans la cale.. Mais onfut obligé de renoncer @ cette mésure, toute
salutaire qu’elle était, parceque beaucoup de ces négres affectés de hostalyie, se jétuient
dans le mer, en se tenant embrassés les uns les autrest.”

“ Le danger de la contagion, et peut étre la cause qui l’entretenait, furent aug-
menteés par une violente dyssenterie, attribuée & l’usage qu’on avait fait de Pcau de
pluie. Le premier homme de l’équipage atteint par la contegion, fut un matelot qui
couchait sous le pont. Le lendemain un novice fut affecté, ct dans les trois jours qui
suivirent, le capitaine, et la presque totalité de Péquipage, en furent frappés aussi.”” ”

«Les douleurs augmentaient de jour en jour, ainsi que le nombre des aveugles,
en sorte que l’équipage déja saisi de la crainte d’une révolte parmi les négres, était
frappé de Ja terreur de ne pouvoir diriger le batiment pour se rendre aux Antilles, si le
dernier des matelots, qui seul n’avait pas été atteint par Ja contagion, et sur lequel se
fondaient toutes les espérances, venait a cesser de voir comme les autres.” ao

“ Un pareil événement était arrivé 4 bord du Leon, batiment Espagnol, qut croi-
sait devant le Rodeur et dont tout U’équipage devena aveugle, avait été obligé de renonect
a diriger le navire, en se recommandanti la charité du Rodeur, presque aussi malheu

 

+ A fact which I have from private but authentic information, is omitted in this
printed statement, namely, that the captain, in order to deter the slaves from suicide,
shot and hanged several of their companions who were seized in the attempt. But
thse examples produced no elect, and he was obliged again to shut them up in the
bald: ‘

, du port de 200 tonneaux, partit du
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fenx qué lui. Maisles maring qui montaient ce navire n’avaient pt ni abandonter lege -bord pour aller sur le bord Espagnol, & cause de la cargaison des négres, ni reeevniyVéquipage de ce navire, le leur étant a peine suffisant pour eux*,” : 4“ Arrivé ila Guadaloupe le 21 Juin, 1819, Péquipage était dans un état déplo«rable. Parmiles négres, trente neuf sont devenus aveugles, douze sont borgnes, etquatorze ont ed des taches plus ou moins considérables sur la cornée. Parmi Péqui-page, douze Hommes ont perdu la vue. De ce nombre, est le Chirurgien (M.Maignan,& présent en France), qui est resté aveugle sans espoir de récouvrer jamais la vue :—cing sont devenus borgnes; parmi ceux 14 se trouve le Capitaine ; quatre ont de taisconsidérables, et des adhérences de Viris la cornéet.” :
One of the most horrid circumstances connected with this transaction, does notappear in the above account. It is the tact, which I understand js capable of the clear.est proof, that the 39 slaves who are stated to have become blind in consequence ofhaving been struck with ophthalmia, were thrown overboard as an incumbrance. Hadthey been landed at Guadaloupe they would have entailed a heavy expence on the pro~
 

* The Spanish ship mentioned above has not been heard of since, and has probebly been lost. - . ;
t Translation of Statement contained in the above Paper relative to the

Vessel Le Rodeur of Havre.

The vessel Le Rodeur, Captain B , of 200 tons burthen, satled from Havrethe 24th January, 1819, for the Coast of Africa, where she arrived on the lth Marchfollowing, and anchored off Bony, in the River of Kalabar. The crew Consisting oftwenty-two individuals, continued perfectly healthy during the voyage, and their.stay at Bony, which lasted till the 6th April. No trace of ophthalmia had beenebserved among the inhabitants of the coast, and it was not until a fortnight aftersetting sail on their return bome, and when the vesscl had nearly reached the equator,that they felt the first approaches of that dreadfulmalady.
lt was observed that the Neyroes, who, to the number of 160 were cronded inthe hold and between the decks, had contracted a considerable redness about their eyes,Little attention was however, in the outset, paid to this disease, which was supposed to-to be occasioned by the want offresh air in the hold, and by the scarcity of water whicheven then began to befelt. They were at that time allowanced to eight ounces, and sub-sequently, they only received halfa glass per diem.
In pursuance of the advice of M. Maignan, the surgeon of the ship, the Negroeswho till then had been confined in the hold, were successively brought upon deck, inorder that they might breathe a fresh air; but it became necessary to abandon thissalutary measure, because many of them, affected with insanity, leaped into thesea,embracing each other.
The danger, and probably the cause, of the infection were encreased bya violentdysentery, attributed to the use of rain water. ‘The first of the crew who was seizedwith the disorder wasa sailor, who slept under the deck. Next day an apprentice wasattacked, as were also in the course of the three following days, the captain and nearlythe whole of the crew.
The disorder encreased daily, as well as the number of those who became blind,so that the crew, in addition to their fears ofa mutiny among the Negroes, were in dreadof being unable to navigate the vessel to the Antilles, if the only sailor who hadescaped the infection, and in whom were centred all their hopes, like his companions,lost his sight.
Such an occurrence had actually taken place on board the Leon,.a Spanish shipwhich fell in with the Rodeur, every one of whose crew were compelledfrom blindness, toabandon the navigation of the vessel, and throw themselves upon the compassion of thealmost equally unfortunate Rodeur. But the crew of the latter, on account of ‘theircargo of slaves, could neither forsake their own ship to go on board the Spaniard, norsould they receive the crew of that vessel, their owa affording scarcely accommodationsufficient for themselves,
On the 2ist June, 1819, they arrived at Guadaloupe, in the most deplorable¢ondition. Of the Negroes, thirty-nine had become totally blind, twelve had lost oneeye, and fourteen weremore or less afflicted with Spots upon the cornea:. Twelve ofthecrew had totally lost their sight, including the Surgeon (M. Maignan, now in France),who remains blind without hope of recovery, five ‘had lost one eye, ‘including the.saptain; and four were suffering under webs, and adhesion of the itis to the éornea.;
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pricier,without the possibility of any return. By throwing them into the sea, notonly was this loss avoided, but a ground was laid for a claim on the Underwriters by,whom the earge was insured, which claim I also understand has been allowed by thUaderwriters, What especial ground was laid for the claim I have not beard. -Tsup-pose it austhave been, that in the great want of water which existed on board, it wasnecessary to throw a part of the cargo into the sea to save the rest. . a__. Another most important fact is this; that the above-named vessel, le Rodeurhaving returned toHavre,was again fitted out in the present year for theSlave Trade.
and the commaad of her given to the same Captain who had charge of her on her firstvoyage.

7; Although the above transaction furnishes a striking illustration of many of thehorrors ofthe middle passage, it is not entirely, or even principally with that view tia.
i have ventured to introduce it. It furnishes moreover astriking proof of the impunity
with which such notorious infractions of the French Abolition Laws may be comuaitted,
The facts of the case must have beca well known to the Authoritiesat Guadaloupe:
they have been for many months known in France, and yet, as far as I have been able ta
learn, not a single step has been taken, either at Guadaloupe or in France, for bringing
the authors of this contravention to punishment. Neither the ship nor the slaves were
confiscated in the West Indies, nor has any suit been instituted for that purpose. On
the contrary, I understand that the slaves who were not thrown overboard, were sold ta
the planters of Guadaloupe. The Captain has not undergone that sentence of desti-
tution which the law pronounces upon him. The owners and equippers of the vessel at
Havre, have not been called to account, but are allowed to enjoy without question, the
fruit of their crimes. Nay, they have fitted out the vessel a second tine, under the
commend of the same Captain, for a similar voyage, now either completed or in pro-
gress. Norcould jt be said in this case, that there was any deficiency of proof. ‘The
Surgeon, I understand, is now in Paris. His eleven blind companions are said also to
be;most, if not all of them, accessible. And surely, if ever there was a casewhich,
independently of these facilities of proof, called for the interference of the Government,
itis the case of the Redeur, which has now been detailed.

It would be easy to multiply proofs of the infraction of the French Abolition Laws
by the Merchants of the great sea-port towns of that country, and particulurly of Bor-
-deaux and Nantes. But the Slave Trade is by no means confined to these. It is car-
ried on to a considerable extent even from the Seine. The Redeur is only one of many
slave ships which have sailed from Havre; ond even from the port of Honfleur, on the
opposite side of the river, I am enabled to testify, from my own personal enguiry on the
spot, that several expeditions have taken place, some of them very recently. In the year
4819, a vessel called Les deux Svweurs, commanded by Mon. Delosmore, was fitted out
from that port; she went to Senegal, and took 52 slaves thence to the West Indies.
Returning to Honfleur, she was fitted out a second time early in the present year, and
committed to the care of a Captain Flaheut. She procured a cargo of slaves on the
eoast of Africa, which were landed on the small Island of St. Martin; after which she
returned to Honfleur on the 29th of last September,

Another vessel, called la Valentine, sailed from the same port on the 6th of March,
1820, under the command of Captain Delosmore, formerly of Les deux Sceurs, for Sene-
gal, whence she carried to Martinique about 804 slaves. She was expected at Honfleur
in the month of October, when it was supposed that both this vessel and Les deux Sours,
would be prepared for fresh expeditions.

. Both these vessels were fitted out by out by one M. Collen, a merchant of Hon-
fleur, who is supported in his speculations by a house at Rouen, and another atParis.
_A third vessel, named TP’ Achille, is at this moment preparing for the Slave Trade by the
same parties, if she has not already sailed.
. ; Another vessel, called /’Eclair, the property of Mess. Matthieu of Rouen, bas also
made a successful slave voyage from the port of Honfleur. .
. ,_ But it is scarcely necessary to pursue this line of minute enquiry because, if
the facts stated on the authority of Sir George Collier and Governor Mac Carthy are
true, it will require no further evidence to shew that the declarations, made by the Go-
‘weroment of France, with respect to the actual suppression of the French Slave Trade,
are illusory. . .

- -Pessibly, however, the declarations alluded to refer exclusively to the French
establishments on. the coast of Africa, and all that was meant may have been no more
than this, that tie Slave ‘Trade had at length been put a stop to at Senegal and Goree,

- Even however,to ,thisvery limited extent,. the statement, it is to be feared, ad-
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inits of doubt ‘In the month of June, 1819, the Minister of Marine declared to the
‘Chamber of Deputies, in a speech from the Tribune, “We have- suppressed this
hateful traffic at Senegal :’”’ and yet it will be found, I fear, that he is mistaken. on this oc-
easion, and that, if it has been found necessary by the Slave Traders of Senegal and
Goree to take somewhat more pains than formerly, to preserve appearances, there is, ne-
vertheless, no diminution of their traffic. Possibly there may not now be shipments of
slaves as formerly, from the very wharts of Senegal and Goree, without even the slight-
est attempt at concealment ; but the same shipments are made from places removed but
alittle distance from those settlements, and lying immediately beyond their jurisdiction.
T am aware that it is now, and always has been, but a small part of the French Slave
‘Trade which has been actually carried un from Senegal and Goree. Probably nine-tentlis

of it is carried on from places not subject to the Crown of France. It istherefore idle to
talk of its abolition, if by that word is meant its abolition along the ten or fifteen leagues
of coast actually belonging to France. This would be the the same as if we were'to say
that we had effectually abolished the Slave Trade, because we exported no slaves from
Sierra Leone and St. Mary’s. In point of fact, however, the French Slave Trade is not
abolished even to this extent. It is admitted, under the sanction of the Minister of Marine
himself, in a report made to the Chainber of Deputies on the 29th of June last, that the
purchase and sale of slaves to any extent is permitted to the inhabitants of these colonies;
«* On les vend, on les achéte sans violer la loi. Les négreries de Saint Louis n’ont pa étre
détruites*,”? and in a paper entitled “ Réquéte présentée a Messrs. les membres
composant la Commission pour les Affaires litigieuses concernant la Traite des Noirst,”
it is affirmed, that the French Abolition Low prohibits only the carrying of slaves to the
‘French colonies in the West Indies ; it does not even forbid their removal from Senegal
or Goree. And in proof it is there stated as a notorious fact, that every day slaves are
sold at the colony of Senegal, in order to be transported to BabagueyorGandiole, -villa-
ges situated on the coast at no great distancefrom Senegal ; and that this is a trade au-
thorized and permitted by the laws of the country, and which is carried on constantly}.

Now if this be so, if there be no limit whatever to the purchase of slaves from the in-

teriorbytheinhabitants of Senegaland Goree; if, as M. Guidicelly affirms in his pamphlet,
and he states himselftohave been an eye-witness of the fact, the natives are to be seen ex-
yosed to sale from day to day in the market-place as cattle in afair ; if depdts of slaves
(des négreries) are regarded aslegitimateinstitutions in these colonies ; if moreover,no re-
straint is imposed by the existing laws of {france on the removal of the slaves held inthese
slave holds, from time to time, as suits the proprietors’ convenience, beyond the limits of
the colonialjurisdiction, can it be said, with any colour of truth, that the Slave Trade is;
in any sense abolished there? Such facilities as these cannot be required for the con-
venience of the colonists themsclves. Lf all that was wanted was a slave or two for do-
mestic use, to supply the occasional decrease that might occur in their very limited popu-
Iation, there could at least be no occasion forslave-holds. The fact is, that while the pur-
chase of slaves is permitted, the trade must continue. There must be an absolute prohi-
bition of the Slave Trade, in all its modifications, accompanied by effective penalties,
before an approach can be made to the consummation which the French Minister states
to be already attained. oy

But in point of fact, is this power of buying and selling their fellow men, which
is allowed to Pe possessed by the colonists of Senegal and Goree, to an unlimited
extent, applied to any other purpose than that of supplying domestic servants for their
own use? It seems hardly requisite to undertake the preof of this point. It cannot pe
as the laws now stand, that the power in question should not be abused. Nay, frame
what laws you please, if such a power is reserved to persons residing on the Coast 6f

 

* (Translation.)—They are bought and sold without any violation of the Law ;.
it has been found impossible to destroy the depéts of Slaves at St. Louis. _ 8

+ (Franslation.)—Petition presented to the members of the commission for legal
business connected with the Slave Trade. wo

1 The paper quoted above, does not, I apprehend, state the French Law
correctly: The writer of it appears to have referred only to the Ordonnance du Roi of
the 8th January, 1817. A law subsequently passed in April 1818, enacts, that all parti-
cipation by French subjects or ships, under any circumstances, or on‘any pretext what-
ver, in any part of the world, or by foreigners within the dominionsofFratice, in thie
Siave Trade, shall. be punished by confiscation of ship and cargo: ““But:the. .abore
#jract from.a report sanctioned by the Ministerofthe Marine, shews'that Ntte“¢anerality
ef the enactment must, in his view, be subject to very largelimitation! “Whitthesw ate
{ cannot pretend to say.
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Africa, it mustbe ‘abused, especially atSenegal and.Goree, where no cultivation whatever’ is carriedon by the colonists. But the fact is, that Slaves aie there boutht for thé“very purpose of beingsold again, and that when circumstances,as at present,sender ihazardous to export them directly from the settlements themselves, they aré only movedtoBabaguey or Gandiole, to Cacher ‘or Cassamanga, to Bissao, or the Cape de Verdislands, whence they can” be’ shipped. without at all: compromising the FrenchAuthorities. 7 : a aFor the correctness of this statement,I beg to refer to Colonel Mac Carthyend to the proofs and documents which it is in his power to furnish; only remarking.that the Portuguese Authorities at Bissao and the Cape de Verd Islands, have shownagreat eagerness to afford every possible encouragement to the French Contrabandists.“Andeed ‘it might be shewn, but that this is not connected with the present subject, thatthe Governors of thePortuguese settlements on.the Coast of Africa are themselves’among the principal contrabandists.
Before I quit that branch of the French Slave Trade which is-connected withSenegal and Goree, there is one point to which I beg to call your very particularattention.
By means of the settlement of Bathurst, at the mouth of the River Gambia,Great Britain so effectually commands that River, as to be able to prevent Slavesbeing exported thence by sea. About twenty miles, however, above the British settle-ment, there is a smail place calledAlbreda,where the French had formerly a factary,and of which they have recently possessed themselves. Of this factory they make usefor drawing Slaves from all parts of the River Gambia, which would otherwise becompletely freedfrom the noxious influence of this trade. For although they cannotearry their Slaves out of the River without being stopped by our settlement of St.Mary’s, yet this lawful commerce with it not being interdicted, this difficulty is easily’obviated. The merchandize with which the Slaves are to be bought, is conyeyed toAlbreda by vessels in the usual way, but the Slaves t-hen bought; are partly conveyedin small canoes, partly marched overland to Cacheo, or some other place on the shoreof the atlantic, whence they are embarked. Now if the French had really a right topossess Albreda, there might possibly be no remedy which this country could apply tesuch an evil. But I believe they have completely, by treaty, divested themsélves of thatyight. .The Treaty of 1783 has the following articles, viz :—Art. IX. The King ofGreat Britain cedes in full right, and guarantees to His Most Christian Majesty, theRiver Senegal and its dependencies, with the Forts of St. Louis, Podor, Galam,Arguin, and Portendie, and His Britannic Majesty restores to France the Island ofGoree, which shall be delivered up in the condition it was in when the conquest of itwas made.—Arr. X. The Most Cristian King on his part, guarantees to the King ofGreat Britain, the possession of Fort James and of the River Gambia. .By these articles it would appear, that the River Gambia wasas effectuallyeeded to Great Britain, as the River Senegal was ceded to France. And as Francewould never have permitted us to retain in our hands any of the establishmentsinthelatter River, so neither can she claim a right to retain any upon the former. Besides,‘Albreda was a dependency, not of Senegal, but of Goree, and it is to be noted, that whenthe restoration of Goree is stipulated for, the words “and its dependencies,” used in thecase of Senegal, are excluded. France, it is true, may plead that during the periodwhich elapsed between 1783 and 1792, Albreda continued to be used as a. factory orcomptoir by her traders, but this arose simply from our not having taken possession ofFort James, which had been demolished during the war, and which remained a heap. of

ruins until four orfive years ago, when it was again occupied. Since that time, Go-vernor Mac Carthy has not ceased to remonstrate against the manifest contravention of
the Treaty of 1783 (a Treaty which has in no degree been modified by any subsequent
eonvention),which is involved in the occupation of the Factory of Albreda by the French.

It will be obvious from all that has been said, that the abolition. of the Slave Trade
by France has been as yet a nominal not an effectual measure. I would beg leave to
suggest that, to make it effectual, itwould be necessary not only to declare.ingeneral
terms, that Slave Trading of all kinds is forbidden to French subjects, and to all persons
residing within the French dominions, but specifically to prohibit the introduction of fresh
Slaves trom the .interior, into the French settlements on the coast. It would be further
necessaryto extend the penalties of Slave Trading to all descriptions of the crime; where-
soever committed, including in the list of offenders, persons fitting out ships with au
-litention to ‘Trade.in Slaves, and persons insuring such property. These Enactments
Should be embadied into a Law, and not a.Royal Ordonnance. How far it would be
Rossible to addtg,thepecuniary intliotions they may impose, unepeine infamante, or, if
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‘that were likely to be too strong a measure une peine correctionnelle, I of course cay
have\no means of knowing. . It is most manifest, however, that such an addition
would exceedingly promote the object of the law. It would seem desirable, also, that a
system of cruizitig should be adopted, for the purpose of carrying their laws into effect.
Hitherto the range of their cruizers has been limited to the few leagues ofcoast connected
with Senegaland Goree. And if bounties on the Slaves captured were added, this would
doubtless tend to quicken the zeal of their public officers of all descriptions.

___ In the Report made to the Chamber of Deputies on the 29th June last, to which I
have already had occasion to allude, there is the otlowing statement, viz. ,

' « Cinquaate deux Batimens Francois, Anglois, et Espagnols, ont &té Vobjet -
d’information, de condemnation, ou de poursuite.”’*

It would seem necessary to call tor sucha detailed explanation of the above state-
ment, as would put the British Government in a capacity to. prosecute the English
violators of the Abolition Laws. , a

I have also sent the case of another French Slave ship named the Sylph.

Lam, &e.

 

No. 59, c.

Viscount Castlereagh, to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &c.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 14, 1820.

Since the transmission to your Excellency of my despatch containing a
resumé of facts, proving the existence and continuance of illicit Slave Trade by
Llis Most Christian Majesty’s subjects in the French colonies, the enclosed state-
ments on the same subject have been received, the importance and authenticity of
which render it essential, that your Excellency should take these papers into your

consideration, when you shall take steps for carrying into execution the instruc-
tions contained in my despatch above alluded to.

Tam, &c. (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K B.
&e. &e. &e.

 

(Inclosure I in 59 c.)

J. W. Croker,Esq. to William Hamilton, Esq. dated Admiralty Offce,

April 15, 1820.
Sit,

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to trans-

mit to you, for the information of Lord Castlereagh, an extract of a letter from

Capt. Kelly, of His Majesty's sloop Pheasant, dated in Aura Roads, on the Coast

of Africa, the 29th October last, containing intelligence respecting the foreign
vessels engaged in the Slave Trade.

Tam, &c.

(Signed) J. W. CROKER.
W¥iliam Hamilton, Esq.

 

* (Translation.)—¥ifty-two French, English, and Spanish vessels have been

the subjects either of information, confiscation, or pursuit.
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Extract of a Letter from Captain Kelly to Mr. Croker, dated. His
Majesty's Sloop Pheasant, Aura Roads, Coast of Africa; Octobér
29, 1819. -

-I beg leave to communicate for the information of my Lords Commis-sioners of the Admiralty, the. proceedings of His Majesty’s sloop Pheasant, undermy command, from the date of my last communication of the 20th of August last.After having completed my water at Sierra Leone, I again proceeded to sea, inorder to resume my station in the bights of Benin and Biafra ; in my way downbetween the shoals of St. Ann’s and Cape Palucas, I found the coast swarming’with fast sailing schooners, which kept us in a continual chace for nearly a fort-night, and although we were enabled to come up but with fewof themfrom theirsuperior sailing, I have the satisfaction to know that some of them quitted thatpart of the coast from the annoyance and interruption they received from thePheasant in carrying on their traffic. In standing into Cape Mesurado Bay onthe morning of the 31st August, I observed a brig and schooner at anchor. Theschooner on discovering us, weighed and attempted to escape, but finding itimpossible, she again anchored, and on being boarded proved to be the French
schooner lElize, of and from Guadaloupe, with twenty-one slaves on board,belong to Messrs Jubert and Ferrant, and commanded by the Sieur Lenant, whowas then on shore at Mesurado, collecting the remainder of his slaves for em-barkation, in order to quit the coast for Guadaloupe in a few days. I must here
remark, that I boarded the same schooner in nearly the same place on the 24th of
June last, when the master informed me he was trading for palm oil, ivory, &c.
The other vessel proved to be the French brig F'Oscar, of Martinique; and (as the
master says), intends to take in vil, ivory, &e.; but I have little doubt when he
quits the coast, his cargo will like all the others prove to be slaves. On the Ist of
September, off Grand Bassa, I boarded another French schooner from Guada-
loupe, called LaThetis, and belonging to the same owners as l’Elize, he hadalso
no cargo on board, and stated his intention of procuring a similar cargo to the
brig. Annexed I beg leave to add the number and description of vessels on the
Windward coast, which I procured from the master of an English brig, all which
he had either spoken or shewn his colours to in passing, ketween the 17th of
August and 10th of September, and of which I some time since forwarded a copy
to Captain Strong, of His Majesty’s sloop Morgiana, cruizing on that station. {
have been more diffuse in my description of these French vessels, in order to
shew their Lordships, how deeply the subjects of His Most Christian Majesty are
concerned in carrying on this nefarious traffic: the other vessels which appear on
the list under Dutch colours, I have reason to think are Americans, having been
0 informed by the natives. My provisions now getting low I was under the
necessity of pushing on to Cape Coast Castle, from whence (after victualling), 1
again sailed for the Leeward Coast, and finding in my former cruize in the bight
of Benin, that from the strong current setting to the I. N. E. few vessels coming
from thence could fetch much to windward of Cape Formosa, |] deemed it advis-
able in lieu of shewing myself by running down the coast, to keep a position west
of that Cape as far as the Longitude of Lagos, the principal place of slave traffic
for the Portuguese vessels coming out of the bight, as the custom of slave ships
is now to land their outward cargo, and as soon as they have bartered it all for
slaves, to embark them, and sail immediately. I have much satisfaction in
reporting, that the result of my arrangement has proved most successful, by my
capturing on the 6th of October, the Portuguese brig Volcano, of and from St.
Salvador, but last from Lagos, in Benin, with a cargo of 270 slaves: this vessel {
have sent to Sjerra Leone for adjudication,
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List of.Vessels on the Coast,

French Colours—At Gallinas, 3; Mina, 2; Cape Monat, 8; Cape
Mesurado, 2; Pinamuncy Basso, 1.

Dutch Colours-——Grand Bassa, 1; Trade Town 8.
French Ditto—Off Beorby, 1;“Half Sapoa, 1.
Off Assurance River 1, did not shew her colours.

(Enclosure 2 in No. 59 c.)

Viscount Chetwynd to William Hamilton, Esq. dated Council Office,

lst December, 1820. .

Sir,

The Lords of His Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council having had
under their considerationa letter from William Delavaud, Esq. Secretary of the
Customs, transmitting an extract of a letter from the Collector and Comptroller
at Demerara, by which it appears that the Slave Trade is still carriedon in the
French Islands to a considerable extent, I have it'in command to acquaint you,
hat although the Lords of the Council presume, that the Commissioners of the
Customs have made a similar communication to Viscount Castlereagh, their
Lordships have nevertheless thought it right to direct, that copies of the above
papers should be transmitted to you, to be laid before Viscount Castlereagh, for
ais Lordship’s information.

. Iam, &c. (Signed) CHETWYND.

William Hamilton, Esq. &c.

William Delavaud, Esq.to Wilham Buller, Esq. dated Custom House,

Nov. 28th, 1820.
Sir,

The Commissioners having received a letter from their Collector and
Comptroller at Demerara, dated the 18th of August last, stating, amongst other
matters, that the Slave Trade is still carried on in the French Islands to a consi-
derable extent;

I have it in command to transmit to you an extract of the said letter for
the information of the Lords of His Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council.

Tam, &c. WILLIAM DELAVAUD.

William Buller, Esq. &c. &c, &c.

Extract of a Letter dated Antigua, October 16th, 1820.

“A French brig with 128 Africans, was seized about eight days age off
this Port. She is called the Louise, of about 120 tons, from Senegal, bound to
‘the Island of Guadaloupe, which this island was taken for by the mate, who had
the command, during the confinement of the captain, then very ill.en beard. She
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came -down. the, south side ofthe Island with French colours flying, and washoarded: by Mr. Chipchase, waiter of the customs here, who brought her intoPort.. After.the.crew found their mistake, the poor Africans wereallsent.below,and some of the crew had the temerityto come on shore forrefreshments, statingthat she was in ballast bound to Cayenne.
; The negroes were in a miserable condition when landed, hyt now theyJook.extremely well, and aregenerally young, chiefly women, two ofwhom haveinfants at the breasts, and:one a few days ago was delivered of twins, still-born.Very great care has been taken of them by the collector, who has: had thermclothed and well fed. I understand that the females will be sent to Trinidad.The captain went from this to Guadaloupe, and has since returned withdirections to abandon the brig, and return with the crew to that Island, where itappears she was going to the celebrated firm of De Lisle and Rancée, who have_ since disowned any concern with the vessel,” | a |

 

Extract ofa Letterfrom Demerara, dated 18th August, 1820.,

From all enquiries we could make of the captain and crew of thersloop _Harriott, from Martinique, seized in theriver. Esequibo, whowere interrogatedseparately, and whose answers concurred in one general result, the Slave Tradeis still regularly carried on in the French islands openly, and to avery consider-able extent. There are seven or eight schooners regularly employed between. thecoast of Africa and Martinique, part of the cargoes of which are carried direct toSt. Thomas’s, and part re-exported from Martinique to Surinam. A complaint -has been made by a British ship of war, of one of their schooners whichlay fullof Slaves in the Bay of St. Pierre; and the Governor in some way interfered, ofthe result of which the crew of the Harriott was not apprised; but, unless on a-representation of that nation, they are allowed to lie in the roads, bring ‘theslaves on shore, and sell and re-load and re-export them without any notice being”_ taken of such proceedings; this circumstance is a breach of the laws of France,and is as detrimental to British interests, as it is to the cause ofhumanity.

 

No. 60, c.

iis Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G: Se. Se.
dated Paris, December 21, 1820.—Received December 24.

My Lord,

Tam to acknowledge your Lordship’s dispatches, conveying the instruc-
tions, by which His Majesty's Government deem it expedient, that my endea-
vours to give effect to the Abolition of the Slave Trade should be regulated.

The notes enclosed had already placed before the French Government
the several incidents connected with this question, which had come to my know-
“ledge since the date of the last dispatch 1 had the honor to address yourLord-
‘ship: respecting the abolition, and had shewn the determination of HisMajesty's
Ministers to continue to press the measures which I have been sofrequenitly i
rected to recommend, .
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In once more addressing Baron Pasquier, it becametherefore:merelyne-
cessary to repeat the arguments which have been oftenbrought forward, #up-
ported by new facts and illustrations, forming the mass of information which
accompanies your Lordship’s dispatches.

I accordingly drew up the note, of which I enclose a copy, and ‘which was
transmitted to Baron Pasquier on Tuesday, accompanied by-a portion of the
papers your Lordship has forwarded to me.

In order to give full effect to the proposition containedin this‘note, I
thought it my duty to press the subject verbally upon the attention of the Duke
de Richelieu and Baron Pasquier, at the same time that I requested Monsieur
Portal to allow Sir Charles Mc. Carthy to state to him the further particulars con-
nected with the question, which might be necessary to fix the determination:
ef the Cabinet.

The Duke de Richelieu expressed, in the strongest terms, his wish to.
omit no measure to put downa traffic, which he detests, stating that the
positive instructiens which have been sent to the Colonial Authorities, and the
Maritime Prefects, to this effect, offer the best proof that he is sincerely disposed
to concur in every practicable alternative for the attainment of that object, and he
said, that though I knew the impracticability of conceding the right of visit,
yet that at the first meeting of the Ministers he should call their attention to the
subject of the Slave Trade; and that I might depend upon his doing every
thing in his power to meet the wishes of His Majesty’s Government.

in a conversation which I had with Baron Pasquier, on the following day,
he said, that although the Government had not yet sufficiently digested their
opinion to give me an answer in writing, their united opinions gave him every
reason to think [ should be satisfied with the result.

This language appears to have been repeated to Sir Charles Mc. Carthy,
by Baron Portal, and to have been accompanied with an assurance, that the ma-
ritime force, which is employed for the purpose of preventing the Slave Trade,
shall be forthwith encreased, and that the limits of their cruizing ground shall be
extended to those parts of the coast, where Sir Charles Mc. Carthy may think
their presence required.

Mons. Portal further announced his intention, to direct the French ships
of war, bound to the West Indies, to run down the coast of Africa on their
eutward voyage for the same purpose.

I have the Honor to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.

Se. §e. Se.

(CInclosure 1 in No. 60, ©.)

- His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to His Excellency Baron Pasquier,
dated Paris, May 31st, 1820.

I have received the directions of His Majesty’s Government to transmit,
for your Excellency’s information, the accompanying papers, stating the particu-
lars of the detention of the French vessels, La Marie and La Catherine, employed
in the Slave Trade, by a British subject.

lam to acquaint your Excellency, that the officers concerned in their
detenticn have been directed to make a suitable apology for the infraction of the
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rights ofHis MostChristian Majesti’s flag, and to send the two vesecls 4 Senegal
for thepurpose of being ‘restored 'to the French authorities. |

A further communication from the officer in command on the ecist ‘of
Africa, adds, that the vessels the Jeanne Estelle and Joseplie, have likewise’
been engaged in this traffic, detailing circumstances of cruelty which it is highiy
necessary should not be concealed from the knowledge of the French Goyera-
ment.

Under these circumstances, it becomes my duty once more to request
your Excellency’s attention to this important subject; and to point out, that
notwithstanding every assurance, as no vessel of war is employed on the coast
for the purpose of checking such mischiefs, this trade is manifestly increasing
under the French flag; and thatI must hope that the extent and enormity ef
the abuse will induce the French Government to devise some efficacious meaus
ofrepressing such illegal practices.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
Ilis Excellency Baron Pasquier, &c.

&e. &e. &e,

 

(Inelosure 2 in No. 60, ¢.)

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart to His Excellency Baron Pasquier, dated
Paris, 21st October, 1820.

Sir
"With reference to the communication J had the honour to address your

Excellency on the 31st of May, announcing the detention of the French Slave
‘Trade vessels, La Marie and La Catherine, by His Britannic Majesty’s cruizers,
] herewith enclose the copies of further communications upon this subject from.
Ilis Majesty’s Colonial Secretary of State.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
His Excellency Baron Pasquier,

&e, &e. &e.
 

(Inelosure 3 in No. 60, c.)

Eis Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, to His Excellency Baron Pasquier, dated
Paris, 11th December, 1820.

(Extract.)

The rights of the two nations (England and France) to these rivers
(the Gambia and the Senegal) rest upon the Treaty of 1783,’and as the 9th and
10th articles of that Treaty place their respective pretensions to the Senegal and
to the Gambia upon precisely the same footing, the altercations which must
ensue, if His Britannie Majesty’s officers take advantage of the Treaty to bring
forward claims to the Senegal, like those brought forward by France to tlie
Gambia, are so obvicus, that I can scarcely supposethey will be sanctioned Ly
Ilis Mest Christian Majesty's Government.
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His Britannic Majesty’s Government aré consequently entitled to expect
that the removal of the French posts from the navigation of that. river, will pre-
vent a continued conflict of jurisdiction in that part of the world, which cannot
ensure any proportionate advantage to the interests of either Government.

(Signed) ©CHARLES STUART.

  

(Inclosure 4 in No. 60, ¢.)

Sir, Paris, 18th December, 1820.

Former communications having fully made known to your Excellency the
anxiety of my Court to take every measure which can prevent the Slave Trade,the recurrence to the same subject which results from the inefficacy of the
attempts by which it has been hitherto proposed to check this enormous evil,will,
1 am confident, be viewed by the French Government with that consideration,which Good Faith in the execution of mutual Engagements must reciprocally
inspire.

P Among the numerous Papers respecting the Slave Trade whichhave reached His Britannic Majesty’s Ministers the accompanying Selection of
Statements on the part of credible witnesses will shew that individual interesthaving rendered the existing Law abroad a dead letter, the Slave-trading Estab-
lishments along the Coast of Africa have acquired an extension which the com-
bined and vigilant efforts of both nationswillhardly be able to put down, and it
is highly probable that all the Territorial and Commercial Questions at issuebetween the two Governments in that part of the world are to be traced to thecontinuation of this Commerce.

The good intentions of both Legislatures being thus eluded, and theabolition by France being as yet a nominal, not an effective, measure, mySovereign relies upon the concurrence of His Most Christian Majesty’s Govern-
ment in devising new precautions which may hastenaradical abolition.

. The acknowledgement of a mutual right of search is the most effectualalternative in the opinion of my Court, provided that it be followed by theemployment of cruizers on the part of all the Powers which have decreed theAbolition, under a common regulation, offering advantages calculated to stimu-late the zeal of the persons employed in that Service. But if such an executivewtrangement cannot be concerted betwcen the two Governments without
‘encountering difficulties, which, according to the notions of His Most Christian' Majesty’s Ministers are quite unsurmountable, I am sure Your Excellency will
feel that considerations of good faith as well as good neighbourhood render someLegislative Measure necessary to prove to the world their sincere intention to ex-
ecute the engagements between the two Governments, which have been thesubject of repeated communications to the British Parliament.

The Declaration of His Most Christian Magesty’s Ministers. that their‘serious attention will be directed-to this question, renders ahe present moment
suitable to consider the Enactments which are best calculated to. effect theabolition, and the experience of my Government upon the Subject enables me
me, perhaps without indiscretion, to recommend the following points to YourI:xcellency’s attention.

Ist.—The Prohibition, in: general terms, of Slave Trading in all itsbranches, to French subjects and to persons residing within the French Do-ininions. |
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2d.—The prohibition of the importation of fresh Slaves fromthe inte-
rior tq the French Settlements on the Coast. _

3d.—The. application of the penalties of Slave Trading to. all descrip-.tions of persons engaged in the equipment or insurance of ships to trade in
Slaves.

4th.—Although the infliction of the severest possible punishment is
desireable, the wisdom of the legislature will decide, whether ‘a peine infa-
mante”’ or ‘ correctionnelle” against the individuals who are guilty of con-
travention, is best calculated to ensure the execution of these enactments.

The conciliatory spirit with which the relations between the’ two Go-
vernments are at present conducted, and the interest which my Court attaches
to the Abolition, induce me to hope, that after your Excellency has given these
suggestions full attention, a sentiment analagous to the feeling of my Sovereion
upon all questions of importance to the French Court, will lead to determina-
tions favorable to the wishes, not only of His Majesty’s Government, but of
the British Nation in general,

I have, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES STUART.
His Excellency the Baron Pasquier,

&e. &e. &c.

 

No. 61, ¢.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B. &c.

s Foreign Office, lst January, 1821.
ir,

In addition to my communications to your Excellency on the subject of
the Slave Trade carried on by the French subjects, I transmit to you the copy of a
letter from the Under Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, relating
to the seizure at Antigua of the French Slave brig Louisa; which information
your Excellency will take a proper opportunity of communicating to the Govern-
‘ment of His Most Christian Majesty.

I have the honour to be, &c. CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.
&e. Se. Se.

(Inclosure in No. 61, c.)

Henry Goulburn, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Esq. dated Downing Street,

December 14, 1820.
Sir,

Herewith I transmit to you the copy of a letter from Mr. Wyké, collector
efthe customs at Antigua, dated 12th October last, acquainting Lord Bathurst-
with the seizure of the French Brig ‘‘ Louisa,” having on board one hundred and
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thirty slaves; and I am directed by hisLordship to request, you will laythesame
before Lord Castlereagh, for: his Lordship’s information ; the statement therein
tontained being such, as to fully confirm the accounts received from Africa, of
the Slave Trade being still carried on by the French from Senegal. Jam, &c.

(Signed) HENRY GOULBURN.
Joseph Planta, Esq.

&e. &e. &e.

(In Inclosure in No. 63 ¢.)

Mr. VWyke, Collector of the Customs at Antigua, to Earl Bathurst, dated

St. Johns, Antiqua, 12th October, 1820.

My Lord,

Ihave the nonor to inform your Lordship of the seizure of a French brig,
Louisa, with 130 slaves on board, by an officer of this survey, on the morning of
the 4th, having arrived off the harvour from Senegal, bound to New Orleans,
(as stated by the Captain,) but from circumstances, there is little doubt of her
destination being Guadaloupe. On the morning aiter thearrival of this vesscl in
our port, and the Crown officer’s opinion of the legality of the seizure having
been taken, I disembarked the Africans, and immediately attended to their com-
torts, by having a good and convenient lodging prepared tor their reception ; and I
have the honour to acqueint your Lordship, that there were some few of these un-
fortunate beings ill, and others very weak and feeble from their long confinement
wa ship board and mode of treatment, when landed; but I am happy to say, from
the care and attention paid to them since their coming on shore, that the sick
have nearly recovered, and the others in a weak state have been wonderfully im-
proved; and, J will not fail, my Lord, te pay every possible attention to these
Africans ; and as soon as their situation will let it be advisable, to follow strictly
His Majesty's Orders in Council, for properly indenting them to such persons as
+ may be satisfied will attend to the wishes of his Majesty’s Government on this
head. I did not fail to clothe the Africans immediately upon their getting on
shore ; and as soon as [ am able to indent them,I shall have the honor of makin
an official return thereof to your Lordship. On the other sideI take the liberty of
describing the sexes, &c. for your Lordship’s further information.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Africans —33 men—66 women—6 boys from 12 to 15 years old—I17
girls from 12 to 16 ditto—6 ditto, ditto, 9 to 11—2 infants,

 

No. 62, c.

His Exeellency Sir Charles Stuart to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &e. §e.

dated Paris, January 1, 1821. Received January 5.

My Lord,

I am to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch, containing the further
documents which have reached His Majesty's Government, and refer te infrac-
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tions ofthe law ‘proliibiting the Slave Trade, by vessels under the. French flag.
Inthe letter,of which I enclosea copy, I have requested Baron Pasquiest

to add>these papers to the mass of information which has already been placed:
before the French Government, and tu lose no time in coming to.the cetermi+
nation, which the apparent impunity hitherto enjoyed by the offenders certa‘aly
requires.

An interview with Baron Portal on the same day, gave. me an oppof-
tunity of hearing the opinion of that Minister;and 1 hadthe satisfactivn to
find, that he did not contest the truth of the statements which liad been laid
before the Government, although he assured me, that he had heartily co-operated
an furthering the efforts of my Court to effect the abolition.

He asserted, that more than forty prosecutions had been already instituted
against persons implicated in transactions which come under the provisions of the
French Law ; but that the agreements, particularly the insurances effected with
foreigners, who are chiefly British subjects, sous seing privé, which it is almost
®upossible .to bring to light, are so extremely common, that it is to be feared
these prosecutions are in manyinstances likely to fall to the ground.

Monsieur Portal assured me, that in the mean time, there had been no
relaxation of vigour, in pressing forward the executive arrangement in his
alepartinent of the service, to prevent the trade ; that orders had been dispatched,
to the Admiral in theWest Indies, directing him to send a ship of war down
to the Havannah, for the express purpose of intercepting the slave vessels
destined to that port, and that instructionshad been drawn out for the guidance
of the Administration of Senegal, grounded upon the suggestions of Governor:
M‘Carthy, for the employment of the cruizers on that station, which he hoped,
would prove to my Government the sincerity of his wishes to forward this
abject.

I have, &c.
- (Signed) C. STUART.
Vescount Castlereagh, K. G.

Se. Se. &§e.

CInclosure in No. 62, c.)

Paris, 27th December, 1820.

Sir,
Since I had the honour to address to your Excellency my note dated the

18th December, containing an abstract of the information which.has been con-
veyed to His Britannic Majesty’s Government respecting the continuance of
the illicit Trade in Slaves, on the part of his Most Christian Majesty’s subjects
in Africa and the West Indies, the further documents I enclose* having beed
received from official and authentic sources, it is right that they should be
annexed to the mass of papers, upon which I have founded the representations,
under the consideration of the French Government, as I flatter myself, that
the infractions of the law which are thus brought to light, will lead to the
adoption of measures, calculated to attain the object which the two Governments
have the most at heart.

I have, &c.
(Signed) C. STUART.

e. :

His Excellency Baron Pasquier,

e. §c
*-Tiiese Documents form the Inclosures already given in No. 59, ¢.
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No. 68, c.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, to Viscount Castlereagh;KG. Se. Se.
dated Paris, January 11, 1891. Received Jan. 14th.

Ny Lord;

In-obedience to the directions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the
1st January,the note, of which I enclose a copy, has keen addressed to. the
Baron Pasquier, stating the circumstances which led to the detention of the Slave”ship the Louise, by order of the local authorities in the Island ofAntigua.

I have the honor to be, &c.

-Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. - (Signed) §=CHARLES STUART.
&e. &e. &e.

CInclosure in No. 68, ¢:)

Paris, January 9, 1821.
Sar,

I have the honor to transmit your Excellency the enclosed-copy* of aletter,
announcing the detention of. the Slave ship the Louise under French colors, in.
the Ports of Antigua, onher way from Senegal to Guadaloupe.

‘The disembarkation of 133 Africans of both sexes leaves no doubt of the
“Traffic in which this vessel has been engaged ; and this fact may be added to
the numerous infractions of the French Law, to which it has been my duty to
call your Excellency’s attention...

I rely, however, upon your Excellency’s assurances, that such abuses will
be remedied.

Ihave the honor to be, &c.

His Excellency the Baron Pasquier, (Signed). CHARLES STUART.
§e.. §e. Se -

* This letter forms the Inclosnre‘already given in No. 61 ¢.

 

No. 64, ce.

Memorandum received from His Excellency The Duke De Cazes dated on the
| ‘12th February, 1821.

La France a franchement fait usage de toutes les ressources qu'elle trou.
vait daris la forme de son-administration, pour créer des moyens propres & faire
‘cesser la traite des noirs.

Des ordonnances publiées, des lois rendues en_1817 et 1818, ont.pro-noncé la confiscation des batiments qui se livreraient &’ce trafic, et linterdiction



153

du capitaine qui lescommanderait. En 1819 une commission spéciale présidée
par un Conseiller d'état et composée de magistrats choisis dans la Cour de Cassa-
tion, la Cour Royale et le Tribunal de premiére instance de Paris, et d’un Officier
Général de la Marine, a été établie pour examiner toutes les actions judiciaires
& intenter, & suivre ou & soutenir en France, dans linterét public, enmatiére de.
contravention.aux dispositions qui prohibent la Traite desNoirs.

Le. Ministre de la Marine n’a céssé depuis cing ans de poursuivreen
toutes occasions les expéditions illicites. Dans cet espace de temps il a été saisi
par les soins de l’autorité frangaise,. un grand ‘nombre de batiments fraudeurs,
dont une partie 4 été condamnée et confisquée. Un état des diligences, poursuites,
‘instances et condamnations qui ont eu lieu jusqu’ a la fin du mois d’Avril 1890,
aété transmis a Lord Castlereagh par M. Le Comte de Caraman le 17 Juin
derniér. Parmi les batiments saisis jl s’én est trouvé plusieurs appartenant &
“des sujets de Sa Majesté Britanique. .

Au mois de Septembre 1819, le capitaine de Vaisseau Baron de
Mackau, fut envoyé au Senégal avecla mission de vérifier sur les lieux Jesimpu-
tations qui étaient sans cesse dirigées contre l'administration de cette colonic.
Au retour de cet officier il fut fait par M.le Ministre de la Marine, sur le
résultat de sa mission, un rapport qui a éte communiqué 4 Lord Castlereagh, en
méme temps que [état ci-dessus mentionné, et par lequel le Gouvernement
Anglais a di voir que que tous les batiments indiqués comme s’étant effective-
ment livrés 4 la traite depuis le 25 Janvier, 1817, avaient été poursuivis ou
condamnés, par suite des dispositions prohibitives de la Traite des Noirs.

Les navires le Narcisse de St. Malo, et l’duguste de Marseilles, avaient
été signalés par les Journaux Anglais, ou commencement de 1820, comme ayant
débarque des noirs de traite aux Antilles Francaises. Le Ministre de la Marine
s’est empressé d’ordonner une enquéte pours’assurer de exactitude des faits.
Ellea eu lieu de la part des autorités de la Martinique, qui ont mis dans leurs
recherches tout le soin et toute l'activite que l'on devait attendre de leur zele, et
il en est résulté que le débarquement annoncé était entigrement controuvé, et que
la cargaison des navires désignés’se composait d’objets entiérement licites..

' _ Le Gouvernement Francais n’a pas mis moing de zéle a la répression de
la traite a Pisle de Bourbon, .et les nombreux documents transmis par M. de
Caraman a Lord Castlereagh le 17 Juin derniér auront donné au Gouvernement
Anglais des preuves non équivoques des efforts des Administrateurs Francais
‘dans cette colonie pour concourir 4ce but."

- Lois, ordonnances, instructions ministérielles, mesures publiques, particuliéres,
tout a donc été mis en usage. Si les résultats n’ont pas toujours été aussi com-
plets qu’on devait lespérer, ils ont du moins -été plus satisfaisans que ne -sem-
blaient Pindiquer Jes rapports transmis aux autorités Anglaises. Il est de fait
que.les expéditions frauduleuses faites par Jes sujets francais sont devenues
beaucoup plus rares, et que le zéle des autorités frangaises ne s’est point dé--
menti. llest probable que plusieurs expéditions de ce genre se seront faites sous
avillon frangais, et c’est ce qui aura danné en Angleterre Pidée que c’étoit en

France que se commettait le plus grand nombre d’infractions aux lois contre
_datraite.”’ Au surplus, de nouvelles mesures ont été suceessivementajoutées
a.celles qui avaient.été precedemment adoptées. .

Plusieurs agens subalternes qui ne mettaient point assez de sévérité
dans l’exécution des ordres de’repression, ont été renvoyés du service.

Une flotille destinée & explorer les riviéres sur la cote. d’Afrique a été
organisée. Ellecontribuera puissamment 4 empécher le trafic des noirs..

La station navale d’A Fique a été renforcee, composee de fins voiliers. et:
munie d’instructions qui lui indiquentlespoints de croisiere reconnus comme.
devant étre occupés, Elle éclairera les cétes de maniére a rendre impossible,
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ou,du moins. extrémement difficile; tout embarquement ou. débarquement

La station des Antilles a été également renforcée en raison des moyens
dontle. département de la Marine a pi disposer. .

Enfin-le Gouvernement Francais a ordonné & ses agens dans les éta.
blissemens de’St. Louis et de Gorée de promouvair et de favoriser autant que
ossible le systéme des engagements volontaires d’Africains,.et de se modeler

a cet égard sus ee qui se pratique & Sierra Leone.

Londres, ¢ 12 Fevrier, 1821.

eaead

 

(Translation of Na. 64, e)

Memorandum. received from His Excellency the Duke de Cazes, dated the 12th .

Fehruary, 1821.

 

‘Franee has frankly empléyed all the resources which were to be found in the
form of her government, in order to enact measures conducive to the abolition of the
Slave Trade. , Sc

Ordonnances, which were published, laws which were enacted in 1817 and 1818,:
have decreed the confiscation of vessels engaged in that Traffick, and the suspension
from command of the Captains of the said vessels. In 1819 a special commission, pre-
sidedbya Counseltor of State,and‘composed of magistrates chosenfrom the Court of
Cassation, the Royal Court, and the Tribunal of First Instance at Paris, and of a Ge-
neral Officer of the Marine, was appointed to enquire into all judicial proceedings, inten-
ded to be instituted or carried on in France on the part of the public, in cases of infrac-
tions of the measures prohibiting the Slave Trade. ; .

- ‘During the last five years the Minister of Marine has not ceased to prosecute,
on all occasions, instances of illicit traffic. In the course-of that period, there have
been seized by means of the French Authorities, a considerable number of vessels
illegally engaged, and some of them have been condemned and confiscated.
‘ A statement of the prosecutions, suits, inquiries, and condemnations which had
taken. place.up to the.end ofApril 1820, was transmitted to Lord Castlereagh by the
Count de'Caraman, on the 17th June last, and amongst the yessels so seized will be.
foundmany belonging to British subjects. . ;

_* In the month of September, 1819, the Baron de Mackau, captain in theNavy,
wassent to Senegal, for the purpose of ascertaining upon the spot, the truth of the ac-
cusations whichwere repeatedly brought forward against the administration of ‘that
colony. - On the return of. this Officer, a report was drawn up by the Minister of Ma-
rine of the result of this enquiry. This report was communicated to Lord Castlereagh
at the same time with the statement above referred to, and the English Government
will have perepived from-it, that all the vessels pointed out as being actually engaged
in the Trade since the 23thJanuary 1817, had been either proceeded against or con-
demned under the measures prohibiting the Slave Trade. ; ;

~ The ships le Narcisse of St. Malo and 1’Auguste of Marseilles, were pointed out
bythe English Journals, in the beginning of 1820, as having landed slaves for sale
in the French Antilles. The Minister of Marine lost no time in causing an enquiry
to be set on foot into the truth of the facts stated. This enquiry was carried on by
the Authorities at Martinique, who displayedin theinvestigationallthe gare and acti-
vity which was to be expected from their zeal: and the result proved, that the reported
landing of slaves was wholly unfounded ; and that the cargoes of the ships abovenamed
consisted entirely of lawful merchandize.

The French Government has not been less zealous in repressing the Slave Trade
in the Isle of Bourbon, and the numerous documents transmitted by M. de Caraman
to Lord Castlereagh on the 17th of June last, will have afforded te the English Go-
vernment unequivocal proofs of the efforts made bythe French Autherities in that.
colony, in furtherance of that object.
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Laws, ordinances, ministerial instructions, public and private measures; everything has thus been had recourse to. If the results have not alwaysbeen socompleteas. might. be hoped,. they have, at least, been more satisfactory than the statementstransmitted to the English Authorities seemed to indicate. The fact js. certain, thatillegal adventures on the part of French subjects have become mugh less fre went,and that the zeal of the FrenchAuthorities has been verified, It isprobable that

: f 2France that the greatest number of violations of tha Laws against. the traffic werecommitted, New measures have moreover been successively added te those which had:beenpreviouslyadopted. : ‘Several inferior agents who had not been sufficiently strict in the execution ofthe measures of repression, have been dismissed the service. , :A flotilla has been organized for the purpose of exploring the rivers on the coastof Africa. This will contribute greatly to prevent the trafficin Slaves. © == = = =~The naval forces on the African station have been reinforced by fast sailing vesselsfurnished with instructions describing the cruizing ground tq he occupied. They willscour the coasts in such a Manner, as to render any illegal. embarkations qr disem-barkations impossible, or at least extremely difficult,
The station of the Antilles has also been reinforced, go fay as it has been ip the —power of the Marine Department.
Finally, the Freach Government has given orders to its agents in the establish-ments of St, Louis and Goree, to promate and favour as much as pessible the system.of voluntaryengagements on the part of Africans, and to guide themselyes in this respectby the observed practice at Sierra Leone.

London, February 12, 1821.

 

No. 65, c.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart io Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. &e.
dated Paris, February 19, 1821.—Receired February 22d.

Extract.

‘¢ My endeavours to press upon the Baron Pasquier the necessity ofgivingme a decisive answer upon thedifferent representations I have lately had occa-sion to bring forward respecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade, havecausedHis Excellency to tell me, that all the information which the Minister of theColonial Department has been able to collect upon the subject, has been trans-mitted to the French Ambassador in London, for the purpose of being carriedto the knowledge of his Majesty’s Ministers.”

(Signed). § CHARLES STUART.
 

No. 66, ec.

Viscount Castlereagh to His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart K. B. &c.

Sir, Foreign Office, 23d. March 1821.

The memorandum, a copy ofwhich I herewith transmit to yourExcellency,
stating the measureswhich have been taken by the French Government and their
Colonial Authorities, for the prosecution and punishment of cases of SlaveTrade,
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was delivered in by the Duke de Cazes, a.few-days previous to His Excellency’s
departure for France.

.. - Your Excellency will perceive that in one part of this memorandum, allu-
sion is made to ‘certain ships bearing the British flag, and stated to be engaged
in this traffic. On a reference to the papers inclosed in M. de Caraman’s note of
June’last, it appears that all the vesselssoreferred to, and which your Excellency
will observe bear french names, have been proceeded against and condemned in
the Colonies; but the allusion heremade by the French Ambassador, and several
other intimations which have at. different times been thrown out to your Excel-
lency, of the occasional employment of British Capital in Slave Trading, and
of insurances on slave ships being effected in England, lead me to request that
your Excellency will urge the French Government to furnish you withthe details
of any cases of this sort, which mayat any time have come, or which may in
future come to their knowledge, andyou will be pleased immediately to transmit
such information ‘to me. .

On ‘vague reports and loose charges generally thrown out, and which they
have no distinct grounds for believing,itis impossible for the British Government
to take any step; but if they can be furnished with precise and accurate inform-
ation of the existence of a Slave.Trade carried on with British’ Capital, or of
any encouragement or protection being afforded thereto by British Subjects, it
would :be their most anxious desire,.as it'is their bounden duty;touse their ut-
most endeavours for the prosecution and punishment of the offenders.

Iam, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, K. B.
&. &e. &e.
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——— ee ———

Presented to Parliament by Command ofHis Majesty. 1821.
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J Harrison, Printer, Lancaster-court, Strand.
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Class D.

LIST OF PAPERS

RELATIVE TO

THE SLAVE TRADE.

ie

. . PaNo, 1, d.—The Right Honorable Charles Bagot to Viscount Castlereagh, dated Washington,April 7th, 1819.—Received May 15th - - - - « =
Inclosure in No.1,d. —- - « . a - os -

No. 2, d.—Viscount Castlereagh, to Richard Rush, Esq. Envoy Extraordinary, and MinisterPlenipotentiary from the United States of America at this Court, dated ForeignOffice, 11th November, 1819. ~ - - - .- - «

No. $, d.—Richard Rush, Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &c., dated London,
November 16,1819. - « « “ - - - 4

No. 4, d.—Viscount Castlereagh, to the Right Honorable Stratford Canning, &c. dated Foreign
Office, August 7, 1820, - « 4 a - - -

No..5, d.—The Right Honorable Stratford Canning to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &&.,
dated Washington, October 28, 1820.—Received 29th November. < -

No. 6, d.—Viscount Castlereaghtothe Right Honorable Stratford Canning, &c., dated Foreign
Office, December 9th, 1820. - « * -. « - *

No. 7, d.—The Right Hotiorable Stratford Canning to Viscount Castlereagh, K.G., &c. &c.
dated Washington, December 30, 1820.—Received 31st January, 1821 - “

Inclosure in No.7,d.. 0 - 2 - « - « < “

Ne, 8, d.—The Right Honorable Stratford CanningtoViscount Castlereagh, K.G. &c. &c.
dated Washington, January 2d, 1821.—Received 31st January. - .

Inclosure in No. 8,d. = - - - “ “ “ “

No, 9, d.—Viscount Castlereagh to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, dated Foreign
Office, 13th March, 1821. - - - . “ - -

Ne. 10. d.—Viscount Castlereagh to the Right Honorable Stratford Canning, &c. dated Foreien
Office, March 25th, 1821, - « « - ‘ “ -

1

il

i

709



710



CLASS D.

 

PAPERS

RELATIVE TO

THE SLAVE TRADE.

 

No. I, d.

The Right Honourable Charles Bagot to Viscount Castlereagh, dated
Washington, April %, 1819.—Received May lth.

Extract.

I have the honor to transmit, inclosed, the copy of an Act, passed in the
last Session of Congress in addition to the Acts prohibiting the Slave Trade.

(Signed) © CHARLES BAGOT.

 

(Inclosure in No. 1, a.)

An Act in addition to the Acts prohibiting the Slave Trade.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United State
of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be, and he
is hereby, authorized, whenever he shall deem it expedient, to cause any of the armed
vessels of the United States to be employed to cruise on any of the coasts of the United
States, or territories thereof, or of the coasts of Africa, or elsewhere, where he may
judge attempts may be made to carry on the Slave Trade by citizens or residents of the
United States, in contravention of the acts of Congress prohibiting the same, and to
instruct and direct the commanders of all armed vessels of the United States, to. seize,
take, and bring into any port of the United States, all ships or vessels of the United
States, wheresoever found, which may havetaken on board, or which may be intended
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for the purpose of taking on board, or of transporting, or may have transported, any
negro, mulatto, or person of colour,inYiolation of any of the provisions of the act, enti-
tled “An act in addition to an act to prohibit the importation of slaves into any port
or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the first day of Ja-
nuary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred andeight, and to repeal cer.
tain parts of the.same,” or of any other act or acts prohibitingthe traffic in slaves, to be
proceeded against according to law: And the proceeds of all ships and vessels, their
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods an effects on board of them, which shall
be so seized, prosecuted, and condemned, shall be divided equally between the United
States and the officers and men who shall seize, take, or bring, the same into port for
condemnation, whether such seizure be made by an armed vessel of the United States or
revenue cutter thereof: And the same shall be distributed in like manner as is provided
by law for the distribution of prizes taken from an enemy. Provided, That the officers
and men to be entitled to one half of the proceedsaforesaid, shall safe keep every negro,
mulatto, or person of colour, found on board of any ship or vessel so seized, taken, or
brought into port, for condemnation, and shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, or
person of colour, to the marshal of the district into which they are brought, if into a port
of the United States, or, if elsewhere, to such person or persons as shall be lawfully ap-
pointed by the President of the United States, in the manner hereinafter directed, trans-
mitting to the President of the United States, as soon as may be after such delivery,
a descriptive list of such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of colour, that he may give di-
rections for the disposal of them. And provided further, that the commanders of such
commissioned vessels, do cause to be apprehended, and taken into custody, every per~
son found.on hoard of such vessel, so seized and taken, being of the officers or crew
thereof, and him or them convey, as soon as conveniently may be, to the civil authority
of the United States, to be proceeded against, in due course of law, in some of the dis-
trictsthereef.- -

- Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United States be,
and he is hereby, authorised to make such regulations and arrangements, as he ma
deem expedient, for the safe-keeping, support, and removal beyond the limits of the
United States, of all such negroes, mulattses, or persons of colour, as may be so deli-
vered and brought within their jurisdiction: And to appoint a proper person er persons,
residing upon the ceast of Africa, as agent or agents, tor receiving the negroes, mulat-
toes, or‘persons. of colour, delivered from on board vessels, seized in the prosecution of
the Slave Trade, by commanders of the United States’ armed vessels. © ,

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, that a bounty of twenty-five dollars be paid to
the officers and crews of the commissioned vessels of the United States, or revenue cut-
ters, for each and every negro, mulatto, or person of colour, who shall have been, as
hereinbefore provided, delivered to the marshal or agent duly appointed te receive them :
And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to pay, or cause
to be paid, to such officers and crews, or their agent, the aforesaid bounty, for each per-
son delivered as aforesaid. -

1 Sec. 4. Andbeit further enacted, That when any citizen, or other person, shall lodge.
information, with the attorney for the distriet of any state or territory, as the case may
be, that any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, has been imported therein, contrary to-
the provisions of the acts in such case. made and provided, it shall be the duty of the said
attorney forthwith to commence a prosecution, by information; and process shall issue
against the person charged’ with holding such negro, negroes, mulatto, mulattoes,.
person, or persons of colour, so alledged to be imported contrary to the provisions of the
acts aforesaid: Andif, upon the return of the process executed, it shall be ascertained,
by the verdict of ajury, that such negro, negroes, mulatto, mulattoes, person or persons of
colour, have been brought in, contrary to the true intent and meaning of the acts in such
casesmade and provided, then the court shall direct the marshal of the said district to take
the said negroes, mulattoes, er persons of colour, into his custody, for safekeeping, subject
to the orders of the President of the United States: and the informer or informers, whe-
shall have lodged the information, shall be entitled-to receive, over and above the por-
tion of the penalties accruing to him or them by the provisions of the acts ia such case-
made and provided, a bounty of fifty dollars, for each and every negro, mulatto, or per-
son of colour, whoshallhave been delivered into the custody of the. marshal; and the.
Seéretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to pay, or cause to be paid,.
the aforesaid bounty, upon the certificate of the clerk of the court for the district where
the proseeution may have been had, with the seal of office thereto annexed, stating the
nunber of negroes, mulattoes, or persons of colour,so delivered.
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Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the commander.ofany armed vessels of theUnited States, whenever he shall make any capture under:theprovisions of this act, to bring the vessel and her cargo, for adjudication, into some of theports of the state or territory to which such vessel, so captured, shall belong, if he canascertain the same; if not, then to be sent into any convenient port of the United States.Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all such acts, or parts of acts, 'as may berepugnant to theProvisions of this. act, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed. ._Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, that a sum not exceeding one hundred thousanddollars, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to carry this law into effect.

H. CLAY, Speaker of the House ofRepresentatives,
JAS. BARBOUR, President of the Senate, pro tempore.

March 3, 1819. Approved—JAMES MONROE.

 

No. 2, .d

Viscount Castlereagh to Richard Rush, Esq. Envoy Extraordinaryand Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary from the United States of America at this Court,

Foreign Office, 11th November, 1819.

The undersigned, His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State forForeignAffairs, has the honor to transmit to Mr. Rush, by command of the PrinceRegent, copies of addresses which were presented by both Houses of Parliament,at the close of the last session, to His Royal Highness, which His RoyalHighnesshas to request Mr. Rush will lay before the President, with an intimation that itis the Prince Regent’s earnest desire to enter, without delay, into discussion withthe Government of the United States, upon the important object to which theseaddresses refer,—and in the successful accomplishment of which the eommonfeeling and reputation of both States are equally and deeply involved. Ithasoccurred to the Prince Regent's Government, that the difficulties whichhavehitherto operated to prevent the adoption by two Governments of a common sys-tem ofconcert and prevention, as directed against the illicit Slave Trade, could bemost satisfactorily examined, by selecting Washington for the seat of delibera-
tion: under this impression, the undersigned has delayed to transmit to Mr.
Rush the addresses in question, till he could accompany them with some: propo-sition to be conveyed to the Government of the United States, for giving praeticaleffect to the views of Parliament. .

The undersigned has lately had the honor of acquainting Mr. Rush,that Mr. Stratford Canning had been selected by the Prince Regent to replaceMr. Bagot, as his Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in America:
As that gentleman will proceed to his mission early in the spring, and willcarry with him full instructions on this subject, the undersigned has to request
Mr. Rush will invite his Government, on the part of the Prince Regent, to enter
as soon as may be after Mr. Canning’s arrival, upon the proposed discussion.

Upon a subject so deeply interesting to humanity, the Government of the
United States can never require any other impulse than that of its moralprinci-
ples, to awaken it to exertion; but whatever aid good offices. can. contribute to
smooth the way for an amicable and advantageous proceeding on such a matter,
the undersigned is convinced will be supplied by Mr. Rush’s zeal andenlightened.
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attachment to the success of the great cause which this enquiry involves, and in this
view the.communication is strongly recommended to his support and protection.

Theundersigned, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH,
Richard Rush, Esq.

Se. &e. Fe.

 

No. 8, d.

Richard Rush Esq. to Viscount Castlereagh,-K. G. &e. &c.

London, November 16, 1819.

The undersigned Envoy Extraordinaryand Minister Plenipotentiary from
the United States, has the honor to present his compliments to Lord Castlereagh,
and to acknowledge the receipt.of his note of the 11th of thismonth.

The copies of the addresses to His Royal Higness the Prince Regent
from both Houses of Parliament, at the close of the last Session, respecting the
Slave Trade, which, by command of His Royal Highness, came enclosed in his
Lordship’s note, with a request that they-might be laid before the President, the
undersigned will lose no time in transmitting to the Secretary of State with that
view. The intimation of its being the earnest desire of the Prince Regent to
enter without delay into discussions with the United States upon the important
subject to which these addresses refer, and in the successful accomplishment of
‘which the’ two nations have a common interest, will, the Undersigned is per-
suaded, be met by his Government in the same spirit of elevated benevolence
which has given birth to the desire in the mind of His Royal Highness.

The Undersigned cannot avoid expressing his acquiescence in the opinion,
that difficulties which have hitherto operated to prevent a system of concert
against the illicit Slave Trade, between the two Governments, are most likely to
be satisfactorily examined by selecting Washington as the seat of deliberation.
If, happily, they are of a nature to be removed, it is by such a transfer of the
scene of a new endeavor, that the best hopes may be formed; and it is hence
with a peculiar satisfaction that the Undersigned learns, that Mr. Canning, when
proceeding in his missionto the United States, will carry with him such full in-
structions upon the whole subject, as may prepare him for entering upon the
interesting duty of giving effect to the views of Parliament. The Undersigned
will not fail to make known this intention to his Government, by the earliest op-
portunity that he can command.

Upon a subject so universally interesting to humanity, Lord Castlereagh
_ bas justly: inferred that the Government of the United States can never require
any other incentive than that of its own moral impulse to awaken it to exertion.
But if, upon the present occasion, it needed any other, the Undersigned must be
permitted to say, that it would be abundantly found: in the friendly and enlarged
spirit of this renewed overture from the Government of the Prince Regent, and
in the liberal justice rendered to the early and stedfast efforts of the United
States in the cause of abolition, by the addresses in question from both Houses
of the Parliament of the Realm. Following up their uniform policy in this great
cause, never tired in adopting new ecxpedients of prohibition where new
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evasions have pointed to their necessity, the Undersigned feels happy in being.
able to state, feeling sure that the information cannot be otherwise than accept-
able to the unwearied and useful zeal of his Lordship in the same cause, that
besides the law of April 1818, of which the Undersigned had the honor to speak in
his note of the 21st of December of that year, a subsequentact ofCongress, ofdate
so recent as last March, has raised up additional means for the extirpation of the
baleful traffic. By this act the President is specially authorized to employ armed
vessels of the United Statestocruize upon the Coast of Africa; and other new
provisions are enacted. intercepting and punishing such delinquent citizens as

- may be found, forgetful of the denunciations of their Government. not less than
of their own moral duties, abandoning themselves to the enormity of this trans-
gression. It is well known that the sentiments of the President, are in full and
active harmonywith those of Congress in the beneficent desire of putting a stop to
this deep-rooted and afflicting evil. With such pledges before the world, the Un-
dersigned cannot err in confidently anticipating, that the fresh proposals of the
Government of His Royal Highness will be promptly taken up at Washington,
under the deepest convictions of their importance, and every anxious desire for a
fovorable result, that can be made compatible with the constitution, and other
essential interests of the Republic.

The Undersigned is happy to embrace this occasion of renewing to Lord
Castlereagh the assurance of his distinguished:consideration.

(Signed) RICHARD RUSH.
Vaseount Castlereagh, K. G.

Ge. Se. §e.

 

No. 4, d.

Viscount Castlereagh to the Right Honorable Stratford Canning, &c.

Foreign Office, August 7, 1820.

Sir
You will receive inclosed the copy of a note, with its answer, which [

addressed in November last to Mr. Rush, relative to the abolition of the Trade
in Slaves.

I also send you such ample information on the important subject to which
this note.relates, as may prepare you, when at.Washington, to bring the whole
of this question under the deliberate consideration of the American Government.

“The Proceedings had upon the question of the Slave Trade at Aix la
Chapelle, at Paris, and in London, in fartherance.cf the engagements taken by
the European Powers at Vienna, will put you fully in possession of what bas
appeared to [lis Majesty’s Government the most efficacious system.of repression
of the illicit Trade in Slaves, as also of the various modifications of ‘this’
system. devised by them to. meet the objections which were felt and
brought forward by particular States, to the arrangements as first taken witir
this view, ia the Treaties concluded with Spain and Portugal. The Treaty with.
the Netherlands localizes andalso limits to a given and equal number of vessels
on each side, the exercise of the powers which the Treaty sanctions, and the.
discussions with the French Government, especially at Paris, though not leading’
to any result, afford the further expedient of rendering the experiment temporary,
as well as still more locally restrictive.
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I do not know that it is possible to add any further argument, either to
enforce the necessity of the adoption of this system, or to relieve it from objec-
tion. If the American Government cannot be induced to concur with that of
Great Britain in a common system of Maritime Police, on the Coast of Africa, to
be directed to an object of such permanent importance, I see no other course left
for us to pursue, than to invite them to point out in return, how in their judg-
ment the evil is to be cured,---for we must hope that so enlightened a State is
not prepared supinely to acquiesce in the continued existence of so flagrant an
immorality. ,

As soon as you have sounded the American Government upon this
question, you will report to me the result, and you may rely upon receiving from
me every aid and assistance in the prosecution of your discussions: Whenever
you have a prospect of coming to an agreement with the Government of the
United States, which may admit of being reduced into a Conventional shape,
a suitable full Power shall be transmitted to you, enabling you to sign a Treaty
in due form, upon a subject which your Court regards as one of the very highest
importance.

I am, &c.

(Signed) |CASTLEREAGH.

The Right Hon. Stratford Canning,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 5, d.

The Right Honorable Stratford Canning to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. 8c. &c.
dated Washington, October 28th 1820,.—Received 29th November.

Extract.

Since I had the honour of writing to your Lordship, I have again
spoken on the subject of the Slave Trade to Mr. Adams. He.received me for
this purpose at the Department of State a few days after I had been presented.

‘he President, he said, was desirous of entering into the views of His
Majesty’s Government respecting the African Slave Trade, but at the same time
felt strongly the impediments which stood in the way of concluding any formal
and satisfactory agreement of the nature proposed between Great Britain and
the United States. .

Mr. Adams proceeded from this statement to urge the difficulty of
mixed commissions with the American Constitution, and the inconveniencies
which, in this country, would infallibly attend on any admission of the right of
search, from its supposed connection with the question of impressment.

After much argument upon these two points, Mr. Adams concluded by
saying, that as soon as a convenient opportunity could be found after the
approaching Union of Congress, the whole subject would be taken into deliber-
ation, and if any less exceptionable plan were then devized, that a communi-
cation would be madeto me, ofwhich it would afford him pleasure to be the organ.

At this point, My Lord, the business is likely to remain till after Christ-
mas, and | hasten to apprize your Lordship of what has passed, that I may be
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furnished in timewith instructions, calculated, as far as the case will allow, to‘meet any proposal which may be anticipated under present circumstances, as atall likely to proceed from the American Ministers.

(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING:

 

No. 6, dJ

Viscount Castlereagh to the Right Honorable Stratford Canning, §c.

Foreign Office, December 9th, 1820.
Extract.

I have read with considerable interest the statement of your conversationswith Mr. Adams on the subject of the Slave Trade, but I do not think it neces-sary for me at present to give you any further instructions upon the subject,than to recall your attention to the contents of my former despatch, and to re-quest from you, when you may be able to obtain it, a full communication ofwhat system the American Government are prepared to pursue for the suppres-sion of this evil, if they do not find it convenient to take a part in the one, which,by his Majesty’s commands, you have proposed for their adoption.As soon as I receive this information from you, I shall be enabled to sendyou precise instructions, and full powers if necessary, for the completion of thebusiness,
I am, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.
 

No. 7, d.

The Right Honorable Stratford Canning to Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. &c. Se.
dated Washington, December 30th 1820.—Received 81st January 1821.

Extract.

“ Since I last had the honor of addressing your Lordship, the House ofRepresentatives, on the motion of Mr. Mercer, a member from Virginia distin-guished for his zeal against the African Slave Trade, has passed a resolution forsoliciting from the Government a communication of its correspondence withforeign Courts on that important subject.
On learning this circumstance, I took an early opportunity to call on Mr.Adams. He informed me, that besides the correspondence between yourLordship and Mr. Rush, a statement of what had passed between us respecting

the proposed concert of measures for the more effectual suppression of the SlaveTrade, was shortly to be laid beforeCongress. oO
He suggested at the same time, whether, under these circumstances, Ishould not find it consistent with your Lordship’s instructions, to repeat to himin writing the proposals which I had already made verbally, in the name of His_ Majesty’s Government. .
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‘With the wish thus expressed by Mr. Adams, I thought it right to comply,
especially asIstill found him unprepared to make known to me the definitive
sentiments of his Government on the points submitted to their consideration. '

Enclosed is the copy of a note which I therefore addressed to him on the
20th inst.”

(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING.

a

 

ae

(Inclosure in No.7, d.)

The Right Honourable Stratford Canning to John Quincey Adams, Esq.

Washington, December 20th, 1820.

.. The’ Undersigned, His Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary, took an early opportunity after his arrival in the City
of Washington, to inform Mr. Adams, that, in pursuance of Lord Castlereagh’s
note dated the 11th November 1819, communicating to Mr. Rush an address
of both Houses of Parliament relating to the African Slave Trade, he was in-
structed to bring that important question again under the consideration of the
American Government, in the hope of its being found practicable so to combine
the preventive measures of the two countries, as materially to accelerate the total
extinction of an evil, which both have long united in condemning and opposing.

_ Mr. Adams will find no difficulty in reeollecting the several conversations
which have passed between him and the Undersigned on this subject; he will
remember that the last of those conversations, which tock place tewards the
close of October, was terminated with an assurance on his part, that the pro-
posals of the English Government would be taken into full deliberation, as soon
after the meeting of Congress as the state of public business would allow, with a
sincere disposition to remove any impediments which appeared, at first sight,
to stand in the way oftheir acceptance.

An interval of considerable length having elapsed since that period, the
Undersigned is persuaded that Mr. Adams will shortly be at libertyto communi-
cate the definitive sentiments of his Government on a subject, which is of too
deep and too general an importance not to engage the attention aad benevolent
feelings of the United States.

In this persuasion, the Undersigned does not conceive it necessary, on the
present occasion, to go over the various grounds which formed the matter of
is late communications with Mr. Adams.

' Notwithstanding all that has been done on both sides of the Atlantic for
the suppression of the African Slave Trade, it is notorious that an illicit com-
merce, attended with aggravated suffering to its unhappy victims, is still carried
on; and it is generally acknowledged, that a combined system of maritime police
can alone afford the means of putting it down with effect. oo

‘That concurrence of principle in the condemnation and prohibition of the
Slave Trade, which had so honorably distinguished the Parliament of Great
Britain and the Congress of the United States, seems naturally and unavoidably
to leadto a concert of measures between the two Governments, the moment that
such co-operation is recognized as necessary for the ‘accomplishment of their
niutual purpose. It cannot be ant.cipated that either of the parties, discouraged
by such difficultiesas.are inseparable from all human transactions of any magui-_
tude, will be contented to acquiesce in the continuance of a practice so flagrantly
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immoralmiespeciallyatthe presnt favorable period, -when. the Slave Tide iscompletely abolis e north of the Equator,andcoinderig by Portuedalone to the South ofthat line, “at nae by Portia_ Mr. Adamsisfully acquainted with the particular measures reeommendedby His Majesty's Ministers, as best calculated, in their opinion, to attain ‘theobject which both parties have in view; but he need not be reminded, that theEnglish Government is too sincere in the pursuit of that.common object, to pressthe adoption of its own proposals, however satisfactory in themselves, to the-exclusion of any suggestions equally conducive to the same end, and more agree-able to the institations or prevailing opinions of other nations.The undersigned embraces this opportunity to offer Mr. Adams the assur-ance of his high consideration. .
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING.

To John QuinceyAdams,Esq.

&. &e. &e.

 

No. 8, d.

The Right Honorable Stratford Canning to ViscountCastlereagh, K.G.é&e &e.
dated Washington, January 2d, 1821.—ReceivedBist January.

Extract.

“ | have the honor to enclose herewith the copy of a note which I receivedyesterday evening from Mr. Adams, in reply to mine of the 20th ultimo, respect~-ing the African Slave Trade. Your Lordship will share the concern which feelin finding that the American Goverpment. continues to decline acceding to theengagements contracted between His Majesty and the Courts of . Lisbon,Madrid, and Brussels, for the more effectual suppression of that inhumantraffic. But I sincerely hope that the counter-proposal contained in the latterpart of Mr. Adams’s note, for the purpose of establishing a system of co-opera-tion, grounded on common instructions, between His Majesty’s cruizers andthose of the United States employed on the African coast, may be found worthv,
on éxamination, of being carried into effect.”

(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING.

CInclosure in No. 8, d.)-

John Quincey Adams, Esq. to the RightHonorable Stratford Canning, &c. &&

Department of State, Washington, 830th Dec. 1820.
Sir, . . ;

I have had the honor of receiving your Note of the 20th instant, in reply to
which I am directed by the President of the United States to inform you, that, con-
formably to the assurances given you in the conversation to which. you refer, the pro-
posals made by your Government to the United States, inviting their accession to the:
arrangements contained in certain Treaties with Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands,
to which Great Britain is a reciprocal contracting party, have again been taken inte.
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the most serious deliberation ofthe President, with an anxious desire of contributing,
_ -to the utmost extent of the powers within the competency of this Government, and by
méans compatible with its duties to the rights of its own citizens and with theprinci
ples of its national independence, to the effectual and final suppression of the frican
Slave Trade.

At an. earlier period of the communications between the two Governments upon
this subject, the President, in manifesting his sensibility to the amicable spirit of con-
fidence. with which the. measures, concerted between Great Britain and some of her
European Allies, had been made known to the United States, and to the free and
candid offer of admitting the United States to a participation in those measures, had
instructed the Minister of the United States, residing near your Government, to repre-
sent the difficulties resulting, as well from certain principles of international law of the
deepest and-most painful interest to these United States, as from limitations of autho-
rity prescribed by the People of the United States to the legislative and executive
depositories of the national power, which placed him under the necessity of declining
the proposal. Jt had been stated that a compact, giving the power to the Naval Offi-
cers of one nation to search the merchant vessels of another for offenders and offences
against the laws of the latter, backed by a further power to seize and carry into
a foreign port, and there subject to the decision of a tribunal composed of at least one
half foreigners, irresponsible to the supreme corrective tribunal of this union, and not
amenable to the controul of impeachment for official misdemeanors, was an investment
of power, over the persons, property, and reputation of the citizens of this country,
not only unwarranted by any delegation of sovereign power to the National Govern-
ment, but so adverse to the elementary principles and indispensible securities of indi-
vidual rights, interwoven in all the political institutions of this country, that not even
the most unqualified approbation of the ends to which this organization.of authority
was adapted, nor the most sincere and earnest wish to concur in every suitable ex):e-
dient for their accomplishment, could recencile it to the sentiments or principles, of
which, in the estimation of the people and Government of the United States, no consi-
deration whatever could justify the transgression.

’ En the several conferences, which, since your arrival here, I have had the honor
of holding with you, and in which this subject has been fully and freely discussed be-
tween us, the incompetency of the power of this Government, to become aparty to the
institution of tribunals organized like those stipulated in the conventions above noticed,
and the, incompatibility of such tribunals with the essential character of the constitn-.
tional rights guaranteed to every citizen of the Union, has been shewn by direet
references to the fundamental principles of our Government, in which the supreme,
unlimited, sovereign power is considered as inherent in the whole body of its people,

' while its delegations are limited and restricted by the terms of the instruments sanc-
tioned by them, under which the powers -of legislation, judgement, and execution,
are administered, and by special indications of the articles in the constitution of the
United States, which expressly prohibit their constituted authories from erecting any
judicial courts, by the forms of process belonging to which American citizens should
be called to answer for any penal offence, without the intervention of a grand jury to
accuse, and of a jury of trial to decide upon the charge.

But, while regretting that the character of the organized means of co-operation
for the suppression of the African Slave Trade proposed by Great Britain, did not
admit of our concurrence in the adoption of them, the President has been far from the
disposition to reject or discountenance the general proposition of concerted co-opera-
tion with Great Britain to the accomplishment of the common end, the suppression of
the trade. For this purpose armed-cruisers of the United States have been for some
time kept stationed on the coast, which is the scene of this odious traffic; a measure
which.it is in the contemplation of this Government to continue without intermission. -
As there are armed British vessels, charged with the same duty, constantly kept
crujsing on the same coast, I am directed by the President to propose, that instrue-
tions, to be concerted between the two Governments, with a view to mutual assist-
ance, should be given to the Commanders of the vessels respectively assigned to that
service, that they may he ordered, whenever the oecasion may render it convenient,
to eruize in company together—to communicate mutually to each other all information,
obtained by the one, and which may be useful to the execution of the duties of the
other, and to give eagh other every assistance whieh may he compatible with the per-
foymance of their own service, and adapted to the end which is the common aim of
both parties. _ .

These measures, congenial to the spirit which has so long and so steadily
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marked the policy of the United States, in the vindieation of the rights of ‘humattity,will, it is hoped, prove effectual to the pucposes for which this co-operation 4s desiredby your Government, and to which this Union will continue todirect its most strenuousand persevering exertions.

I pray you, Sir, to accept the assurance of my distinguished consideration.

 

(Signed) JOHN QUINCEY ADAMS.

The Right Honorable Stratford Canning,
&e. .&e. fe.

No. 9, d.

Viscount Castlereagh to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.

Foreign Office, 13th March, $821.My Lords, gn Coffe

_ __ it appearing by a despatch recently received from Mr. Stratford Canniaz,His Majesty's Minister in the United States, that with a view to the more ‘ef-fectual prevention of the Slave ‘Trade on the coast of Africa, the American Go-vernment are willing to give instructions to their vessels cruizing upon that.
coast, as similar as circumstances will allow, to those under which our vesselsare at present acting, I have to acquaint your Lordships, that1 intend to transmitcopies of these instructions to Mr. Canning for the above purpose, and that it is
His Majesty’s pleasure that an additional instruction be forthwith ‘addressed. to
the #éspective commanders of His Majesty's vessels employed in the suppressionof the Slave Trade, to use their best endeavours to co-operate as far as may bein their power with such American ships as may be placed on the coast of
Africa for the same purpose.

I have the honor, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

To the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
&. &. &e.

 

No. 10, d.

Viscount Castlereagh to the Right Honorable Stratford Canning, &c.

Foreign Office, March 25, 1821.
Sir,

Your several despatches, reporting the progress of your discussions with
the Government of the United States upon the subject of the Slave Trade, ha-
ving been laid before the King, His Majesty has been graciously pleased to
approve of the zeal and intelligence with which you have endeavoured to give
effect to the instructions you were charged with upon this most important subject.

In referring to Mr. Adams’ note of the 30th December last, His Majesty's
Government have perceived, with the deepest regret, the inability avowed by the
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American Government, to contract mutual engagements for the suppression of
the illicit Trade in Slaves,: of the effeetual character which you were directed
to propose to them. ‘The’counter-proposal which you have transmitted from
the American Secretary of ‘State, will, 1 fear, be in its operation wholly ineffi-
cient as to the object, and ¢an never be considered in the light of a substitute
for that system which was proposed by,His Majesty's Government, and which
is founded upon the principle.ofreiderjng the ships of war of the several ma-
ritime nations, when criizing ‘on the ceast of Africa, one common force for the
protection of its population against this:most inhuman traffic.

The King myMastcr;.however, true:to those benevolent principles which
invariably actuate hisCouneils ‘uponthis:subject, and anxious to co-operate
with the Governmentof ‘the-United States in whatever may in the slightest
degree mitigate this. great evjl,isready to avail himself, even of this very li-
mited opening to a concert between the two Powers.

In this view youwillreceive herewith copies of the several instructions
under which the British naval force, stationéd in those seas for the extinction
of the Slave Trade is now diregted toact. You will lose no time in commu-
nicating these papers for the information of the American Government: and
though I cannot but express my conviction, that the measure proposed will
tend but little to further the object we have in view, yet, you will acquaint them
that an additional instruction will be immediately sent to the British vessels on
the coast of Africa, to co-operate by every means in their power, with such
American ships as shall be employed in those seas for the extinction of the
traffic. : ,

I send you a copy of the letter in which I have signified to the Lords
of the Admiralty His Majesty’s pleasure upon this subject.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH.


