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Dispatch relative to the Slave Trade, from His Majesty’s Com-
missioners at Sierra Leone, addressed to Viscount Castlereagh,
K.G., &c. &e. &e.

My Lorp, Sierra Leone, January 5, 1821,

‘Nngstra Sefiora de Montserrate was condenine shere onthe2d November1820, and eighty-four Slaves |jberated, this’bei the only case ofillegal

“WE.have the honour to state to Your Lordship that the.Spanish schooner

Slave Trade which;has been brought before, the Mixed Courts toradjudiex-
tion, since the opening of the new. Commission.“8

As your Lordship would,prebably notbe prepared. to@xpect so great and sosudden.a diminution in thebusinessof these Courts, é.are induced to think
that some.¢xplanation, of the causes,which have led to,that diminutionmayZot Pe, tnaceeptable. In this view .we have théhonourto state to yous
Lordship as the result of thebestinformation which’we havebeen enablal tocollect: Pe TESS

Ast. That the reduction in.the number of cases for adjudication being, ofcourse, occasioned by a similar reduction in the. previous. acts of capture
and -detention,has for,its original cause theactualreduced state of the
trade. . —

2d. That thenumber of captures made under circumstances which Jed toondemnation, and .the activity of the cruizers in, visiting and watching‘those vessels which they could not -detain at. the.moment,haye verymuch damped the ardour andrestrained the enterprizes ofthe traders.
3d. That the supplies of Slaves on thecoast are not obtained in thesame2 . . woe : ni Soenumbers nor with the samefacilityand Promptitude, even at themostnoted Slave trading stations, as they were in former times and recentlyalso,

Sth. That the great tardiness anddifficultyef obtainingsuppliesefSlaves’- at, the trading stations on the coast are caused by embarrassments. in, the_ preceding operations of the trade. in the interior, which.embarrassmentshad previously arisen from the failure of the usu Lfacilities of disposingofSlaves on the coast.

“The facts here enumerated to yourLordship are the necessary effects of assystem of restraints connected with, each other. in regular, succession, and
.each reciprocally productive of theother, .
~The Slave ships have been prevented. from taking offwith their usyalactivity, the Slaves collected on the coast; the Native collectors at the seatowns have in. consequence ceased to keep any number of Slaves in readinessfor ships that may casually come to take them 3.and since their opportunitiesofimmediate sale have been cut off, they have’ ceased to take the. Slaves offthe hands of the dealers and holders in the interior, or to purchase them with
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alacrity when brought down: those in the interior are consequently become
less alert, and are unprepared to supply occasional demands when they arise
on the coast. Thus, in the same proportion as reciprocal facilities sustained
and extended the trade in former times, the checks and restrictions now
imposed operate reciprocally to discourage and reduce it.
The intelligence upon which this statement is founded has been furnished

principally by the results of the cruizes of His Majesty’s ships on this
station, subsequent to the opening of the new Commission.
To the northward of the colony, the river Pongas, which is the principal

haunt of the Slave traders on this part of the coast, has becn specially visited
by His Majesty’s brig Snapper, Lieutenant Nash commanding, in company
with the American sloop of war John Adams, Captain Wadsworth. This
Junction would, it was thought, combine a’ twofold authority for capture,
according as the vessels found in the river should assume the American cha-
racter, or that of any of the Powers comprehended in the treaties establishing
the Mixed Commissions. Four vessels were found, two’ brigs, and two
‘schooners. There were strong reasons to think the property American, ‘but
as ‘the flag and’ the papers were Spanish, the American Officer, who was—
strictly forbidden to interfere with foreign flags, would not venture to make
any seizure, and, as there were not any Slaves on board of the traders, the
British Officer was equally debatred from detaining them. Se

His Majesty’s brig Thistle, Lieutenant Hagan commanding,’ has since
‘visited the same river, and His Majesty’s brig Snapper, now commanded by
Acting Lieutenant Pratt, cruizes constantly in its vicinity to prevent any
escape. According to the reports from these ships the same vesscls continue
‘in the river; their cargoes have been landed, but the Slaves in return are‘not
yet obtained. The length of time during which the seamen have continued
exposed to the pestilential air of the river has occasioned among theni very
‘destructive siekness, which, it is said, few. if any have survived. . Recent in-
formation through. merchants of the colony confirms this intelligence. -
With respect to the state of the trade in the range of the cruizers to the

‘southward of thiscolony, we have learned, by His Majesty’s ship Pheasant,
Captain Kelly, which arrived bere abeut two months since from the southern
station, that it- has fallen into similar decay. Captain Kelly had chased a:
vessel supposed to be Spanish,-which escaped by superior sailing, having first

- Janded at -Accra about fifty Slaves which she had on board when the chase
commenced... . These. Slaves. were surrendered to Captain Kelly and brought
to Sierra Leone. Want of proof prevented legal proceedings, but the Slaves
were landed and given in charge to the Acting Governor, and placed on the
establishment for liberated Negroes. as is usual in such cases. Captain Kelly
had-not fallen in with any-other Slave trading vessel; nor had he received
cany further information of the large ships strongly armed and manned for re-
‘sisting search and capture which were reported to be onthe southern coast
‘about 3ix months since. -

His Majesty’s brig Thistle; Lieutenant Hagan, took the Spanish schooner
Nuestra Seftora de Montserrate in a small river nearCape Mount with eighty-
five Slaves. On board-the Nuestra- Sefiora de Montserrate were'the mate
and seamen and some Slaves belonging to a French schooner which had come
in. there for the: same -purpose; and had gone on shore and been lost, The
Master of this French vessel had dicd. The Slaves transferred from her were
included in condemnation with those of the Nuestra Sefiora de Montserrate,
_as already stated in the abstract of the case of this vessel which, under date
of the 2d November 1820, His Majesty’s Commissary Judge had the honour
of transmitting to your Lordship, a
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| Lieutenant Hagan had heard only of one vessel in the trade at the adjacentstations to the southward ‘of Cape Mount. That vessel had been commandedby a person well known .in this colony as a detérmined Slove trader; this‘person called Buntzen professed himself ‘a Danish subject ‘domiciled at St.“Thomas’s, but he traded under the Spanish flag. Immediately before Lieu-tenant Hagan received his intelligence, Buntzen had been assassinated byone of his seamen in a quarrel occasioned by the refusal of some liquor. Itis added that the native déalers refused to admit the right of the successor inthe command’ of this vessel, to the Slaves purchased for her, and that thevoyage was in consequence frustrated.
At Gallinas, nearer to this colony, two French vessels have been employedin taking in Slaves; one of these, namedLa Catharine, has, it is said, suc-ceeded in carrying off one hundred and fifty. The other is supposed to bestill on the coast, having been very lately seen hy His Majesty’s ship Pheasantand His Majesty’s brig Thistle, when she had not gotany Slaveson board. Itis therefore hoped. that ‘she may be.met by one of two French cruizerswhich a short time ago passed down thecoast in search of Slave traders of theirown nation.. These cruizers are Le Henon, of 22 guns, commanded by CaptainDu Plessis, and the Iris, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Laine, Nointelligence hashitherto been received of any capture made by either ofthese cruizers, and weJearn_by.recent accounts from the Gambia that.the Iris has returned to herstation off the French settlements in that quarter.

_ Tbe information obtained through His Majesty’s craizers and here recitedan’ substance, will probably be deemed sufficient to. sustain the fact of the~actual reduced state of the traffic in Slaves, But as hopes and wishes may in“such:a‘case easily mislead into too sanguine calculation and too easy belief, itmay not be amiss to add some further matters derived from the same orequally authentic sources. ,
That.a great Iength-of time is now necessary to complete a cargo of Slavesas a fact universally known and does-not require to be established by proofs:‘during the lapse of this time there are thrce modes of passing the interval:
Ist. Having landed the trade goods and a tradingagent, to cruize off andon, visiting the station occasionally for gencral purposes, but principallyin order to ascertain the progress of the collection, so as to suit thefinalapproach for embarkation to the complction of the numbers. In thispractice which for some time was generat, the frequent visitations by HisMajesty's cruizers, and the close obscrvation of ‘the movements of Slave.trading vessels leading frequently to.their ultimate capture,éspecially incases in_ which a few Negroes casually on board could not be landed orsworn off as unconnected with the vessels and with the trade, have
occasioned interruptions so incenvenient as to discourage the practice in agreat degree.

2d. ‘To put into smallrivers, creeks or bays adjacent to the place of trade,and there remain until every preparation is made to put to sea with afull cargo. -The recent. capture of: the Nuestra Sefiora de Montserrate,has shewn that such situations are not secure from attack and capture,
and it is in these situations particularly, that the delay on the,coast provesso'fatal to the seamen; the atmosphere of the Mangrove swamps, by
which all the small rivers are’ bordered, is malignant and destruetive
beyond calculation. The fevers generated.by the miasina arising from
these swamps, have deprived the Slave shipsnow in. the river Pongas of
aearly the whole of their erews. It is possible, however, that by ineans
of .trainéd Slaves, an effort to put to sea may bemade by one-or more of
these vessels, ifthi i: cargoes of Slaves should be collected, orother Slave:
graders arriving ‘may lend a few hands which would be sufcicnt,
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3d. Another: mode of passing ‘the interval bétwixt the arrival of a vesseron the coast.and that ofher departure thence with her cargo of Slaves, ,as tomake a voyage to some convenient port and there remain until there‘Is reason to -think the collection completed, and every thing ready forembarkation. The Isles ofCape Verd are mast convenient for this par-pose, but, in a recent instance, an American trader ‘who--hed: landed bisgoods, in the river Pongas,and passed thence to the Isles.of Cape Verdto await the-.collection ofhis Slaves, chanced .to:enter.the.harboutofBona Vista while the American sloop of war Hornet, Captain Reid, waslying there. ‘The.seamen of the Slave trader. gave: information:to‘Captain, Reid that she was employed in that traffic and she was, jn ¢on~sequence,séizedand-senttothe United States.
Thus iu -every alternative, dangers.and difficulties, fosses andcapture, areplaced im the -way :of those who.are:s0 desperately devoted as to gontinue to.pursue the illegal traffic.
“The presence of ‘three American sloops.of war of ‘the first-class.stronglymanned, has contributed greatlyto restrain the trade and:to multiply‘the em-barrassments of all those concerned in it. These vessels.havemadem anyeaptures-which have been‘sent to the United.States for atljudication ; a general ;‘terror has, in consequence, ‘been spread with respect to'those mixed adyen-tures of ‘subjects of different nations, which -have been inuse since thecon-clusion of the Treaties of abolition,for,although :the Ametican Commandersare strictly prohibited.frem interfering with foreigners,theobviousappearariceof American interest .would, without.a doubt,-be followed by a seizure; and.circumstances which would ‘not warrant seizuremight.probably be.ettended.with .other consequences : seareely less unpleasant-to,theAmericans: illegallyinterested.

From thie statement it will be apparent that the execution of the Treatiesforthe suppression ‘ofillicit -traffic in Slaves, has, within theshort,period-smce the. establishmentofthe Mixed ComMissions at this place, 80materiallychecked that: traffic’ that’ it aay be considered vin rapid .progress . towards.extinction, for it must continueto decline while the present restraints arekept in aetivity, and there-can beno‘doubt that they will be:kept in activityuntil the extinction ‘shall befullyaccomplished.
We trust we may be admitted tooffer ‘to yourLordshipeurcongratulations.‘on this result which isthe more gratifying as the system establishedby theTreaties wasaltogether new, and was consequently subject to many; imper-feetions, and these: imperfections were -again -the more embarrassing as thedetails of construction and of practice eould not be settled ‘without:the inter-vention of tiine-and experience. . . oo
The decline of the ‘Slave Trade in ‘the interioref Africa is_ the point of-greatest importance in this communication; especially as we are ledto thinkthat-a:progressivediscontinuancetendingfo.permanentcessationis not beyondtherange of reasenable calculation...

Slavery exists in-every country of ‘Africa, but domestic Slaves are not often.sold sin ‘the “course ‘6f'traffic. ‘Captives in war and persons condemned byform:of laware thegeneral stock 6f the trade, and it is found that hostileaggressions and ‘unjust accusations, ‘kidnapping andall kinds.of atrocitiesmimistering ‘to ‘thé ‘supplies Of the’Slave market, are employed.according tothe: inducements‘farnished ‘by immediate opportunity of sale, arid. disused‘when the prospect ofdisposing of the victims is remote and uncertain. Thecost ofmaintaining and‘ the trouble of guarding’ Slaves destined for sale, areburthens-not ‘easily.tobe borne, for thecountries themselves are ‘deficient inthemeans ofshbsistence as-will as in those ot safe custody. “The Jabour of
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aSlave destined for the traffic cannotbe employed te any beneficial purposees such employment would give too manyfacilities to the.disposition to escapewhich already excites attempts too often successfully executed or defeated bythe sacrifice of the life of the party. ,
The desire of foreign luxuries isthegreat motive'for making Slaves, and ithose luxuries can be supplied ‘through the interniediationofany other branchofAfricancommerce, there will not be an incentive remaining to counteractthe inconveniences at present attached to the Slave Trade.’ Duringthe exist-ence. of the Slave Trade no effort can’ ‘substitute any commerce for one souniversally established and so deeply fixed in the minds of the eopleby thehabits of ages.::;But when that accustomed Breat resource shall be found nolonger available, others of a-less odious nature will be embraced with equalardour, and pursued with the same persevering industry and attachment.: :Itmay be hoped that no verygreatlength of time would.be necessary to impress .‘on the minds, even of the. most barbarous, the superior gratification of an.innocent and virtuous commerce, compared with the criminal and cruel enjoy-ments purchased by. theenslavement.andsaleof their fellow creatures:
Thepracticability of this substitution and the happy effects produced by ittare already “exemplified in the timber trade now flourishing in the riverofSierra Leone, and in the virtuous industry and affluence diffused bythattradethrough‘a large extent ofcountry adjacent to the creeks and bays into whichthe river divides itself. a

_ The exportation ofrice from this colony afforded for some time a prospectof a trade likely to prove doubly beneficial, imasmuch as it would establishitself coextensively and consistently with the improvement of agriculture. Thesales-of African rice in the West,India markets have not ‘ecently been very‘encouraging. Some unfavourable influence has, in consequence, been felt inAfrica, but there is reason’ tohope that the check will not be oflong duration,forit has already begun to pass away. Palm oil is the article of legitimate‘commerce next in importance; but this-as well as ivory,..gold, and every:thing else that the country affords can only be. considered-,as_ subsidiary. to
some one of sufficient magnitude to constitute a.staple suchas the Slave tradehasbeen,as the timber trade now is in this, colony, and.as the rice may, ifis to be hoped, more generally become.
The articles of African produce exported fromthis colony, with the excep-tion of timber'and camwood, both of which are found in.the Sierra Leone

river, are derived from the Sherbro, close to the southward, andfrom.several
rivers to the northward, of which the river, Pongas..is the most importants:
In alf these rivers the Slave trade is carried onas far as meansand opportunitywill admit; but chiefly in the river Pongas. The Slaves obtained in. thatriver, and in all the others of the coast adjacent to it, are furnished by the.
Foulahs, or a3 they are sometimes called by Europeantravellers, the Poulesof Foutah Jallow. -This nation occupiesan extensive territory about 150 of
‘200 miles from the coast. The people are powerful: and warlike, and accus-
tomed to the breeding and the use of horses; they ‘can collect a numerous
irregular cavalry, and by suddenand rapid irruptions Into.the. neighbouring
countries, with this force, they have generally been successful in carrying off:
great numbers of Slaves. Recently, as it is reported, they have.had to main-
tain some sharp contests, and haye sustained. losses which may- give them a.
disinclination to these pursuits.’ This consequence may. he more reasonably
expected, as the embarrassed condition of the trade on the coast will operate.
aonjointly with the losses in the interior, although .we. have recently heard.
that the Foulah chiefs have made an effort to’overcome these embarrassments, -
end to re-open the Slave trade in the river Pongas.. But the most favourable.
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grounds ofhope withréspett'tothéRouativanisefromother eendiderations..

cattle, and this colonyaffordsabeneficial market for their livestock,the'done
sumption of which is already very econsidépatite, with a provressive imeveare

“Lhe great nationgl odcuphiion of thig-people eousiets in rearing aad ‘feeding:

likely in a-short time to make amilecompensation ta themfor the loss ofthe‘Slayetradé. hey make Uiy Ukgwise ‘sone butter whichthe colonists. would
purchase in as greatquantity as this improyed- yank wauld inducethem to

surely. Theirhorscs‘alse may be sqld with sdvantage, ang.some.are.accasionally brought hither-by sipal] traders of the eolapy, Horses pannot bereared in the edlony,and those that are importedare seldom-of long life,consequently the demand jnust continue aqd mast increase. with the.growth
ofthe settlement. ‘The present supplies gre brought chiely fram the Gambia,and from the Isles of Cape Verd. ‘The Foulgh. hpraes are rather-unsightiy,
ut they are stout and serviceable, and as they aze natives ofa climate nearly
she samme.as that of Sierra Leone they may be expested to prove more healthythan the orhera.’ so oo -
With these ample means of“legitimate eommierce, the Roulshs, wayBe:

confidently hoped, will prosper bythe extingtian of the Slave tiade ratherthan suffer by the diminution of if and the trage whichthey. may establishwith this settlement wauld supply in return European commodities not oaly.suthcient-for their awn wants, ‘but give a large surplus to be transmitted to.other countries more remotely situated in the interior: of Africa, The:cirs“cumstances of the present: moment ‘are particularly ‘favourable to the: forma-tion of a direct intercourse with this people. Hitherto: the trade Betweenthem and the colony has been carried. through intermediate marts 6a the.coast; one ofthese isMalagia; the dapital of a chief called Sanasseé, andthe other is Fourricaria which belongs to Almami. ‘Fhese eliiefs ate of theMandingo nation, the paramount sovereignty of which is claimed by Alimami;’the homage and. tribute incident to this claim has been reftised by Sandassec,-and a war has in. ¢onsequence arisen, which has caused much ieonvenienceto travelling as well-as to agriculture and- all. pacific oecupations, ‘althowglyattended. with,little bloodshed. Fhe trade of the Foulahs espeeialiy- igssuffered-so much interruption and: depression that thechiefs of thut-people:have been induced-to make overtures ‘to the traders at the river Péneas witha view to-obtain the necessary supplies of Buropedin commodities:by thatchannel. Almami of.Teembo andthechicfs. in immediatesubordination -tohimhad previously addressed a,public letter, to the Gavernoraf,this.colony andto theAfrican chielson the, coast, praying the,interpnsitian oftheir inflacenfor the re-establishment of the peace so much desired. This. bas induced thecolonial governmenttp dispatcl amission. long contemplated for.thepurposeof inducingAlmami of." ‘eembo and the other. chiefs.of the Foulahnation, taopen an intercourse, with the colony. by amore. direct communication throughPort Logoatthe head of.one ofthe branches.of the. Sierra Leone.river, Con,fident, hopes are. entertained of, successful results from this mission, themanagement ofwhich has been entrusted. to Mr. O'Beirpe,of the. medicalStat,

We have not adequate mans of ascertaining whether the coeast-to.thesouthward possesses commodities capable of -constitating a staple ; but time —and the enterprize of British travellers and. traders, stimulated by the active.spirit of beneficence which: directs and sustains the efforts made itt, everydirection for the improvement of Africa will, we are sure, bring forth resourceson that part also of the coast, commensurate te these already nt action inother parts.

In the trading stations near to. Cape Mount,large qnantities.of countrycloths are purchased at a shilling or fiftcenpence each to be retailed in this



colony at'five ‘and six ‘shillings.: “These clotheare of cotton first coarselywoven in webs of four inches wide, and subsequently sewed together in piecesofsix‘or seven feet in length andfour.feet in breadth: They are used ascoverings for tables and for country sofas.and small beds, and occasionally aswarm clothing for the persen. As Many as fifteen hundred of these clothshave been comprised: in one shipment for the colony ; four and five hundred‘are common.numbers. They are ‘Previously brought from a great distance inthe interior, and by the accountsof recent travels in the countries towards thesources of the‘Nile,it appears that cloths of a similar description are broughtthither from -the same places.of manufacture. When it.is considered t atthepayments-for these cloths are made on this side ofAfrica entirely in goodsbrought from Europe, it will be mattor of astonishment that the manufac-‘durers can make ‘them for so small. a remuneration.as that which .they maybe supposed to receive, when the ultimate price in the country, after passing,an allprobability, through. the hands of several traders, is so small as thatwhich we have mentioned. It has been suggested that the exportation of thecotton in a crude state would be found a mode of trade, in this article, likelyto produce great advantages to the Africans as well as'to those who mightpurchase from them. Time and improved understanding will probably leadto this mode.of interchange, but at present it is mere matter of conjecture.
- We have new brought this communicationto a close, and we have only toadd our humble hope that the matters contained in it may be thought notunbecoming jin us ‘to.offer_ to your Lordship’s notice, nur unworthy ofyour‘Lordship’s attention.

With the greatest respect, we have the honour to be,
a my Lord, —
your Lerdship’s most obedient

and very humble servants,
E. GREGORY.
EDWARD FITZGERALD.

The Roght Honourable Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
iis Maesty's Principal Secretary of Statefor Foreign Affairs,

&e. &e. &e.

Printed: by R. G, Clarke; at theLondon Gazette-Office, Westminster.
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