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RETURN made in pursuance of an Address of the gth July 1817,.
to His Royal Highness The Prince Regent,—for

COPIES OF THE PRESENTMENT of the Grand Jury of the Island of
Dominica, in February last; and of the Bills of Indictment referred to in that
Presentment. _

Colonial Department, | : 7July 10th, 1817. f HENRY GOULBURN.

 
  

Dominica. In the King’s Bench and
Grand Sessions of the
Peace. |

3. - Our Sovereign Lord The King,
0

Jean BaptisteLouis Bermingham.

TH Jurors of our Lord the King on their oaths do present, That JohnBaptiste
Louis Bermingham of the said island, doctor of medicine, on the twelfth day

of February in the fifty-sixth year of the reign of our. Sovereign Lord George the
Third, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
King, Defender ofthe Faith, with force and arms at the town of Roseau in the
parish of St. George in the said island, in and upon‘tertain slaves named Thornton,
Billy, Pompey, Simon, Anthony, Chapman, Jack, Will, Boatswain, Gressy, Nan-
nette and ‘Timothy, then and there being, the property of and belonging to the
said John Baptiste Louis Bermingham, in the peace of God, and our said Lord the
King, then and there. being, did make an assault, and with certain cords, whips,
sticks and rods,*them the said slaves named Thornton, Billy, Pompey, Simon,
Anthony, Chapman, Jack, Will, Boatswain, Gressy, Nannette and Timothy, did
then and there violently, cruelly and: immoderately beat, scourge and flog. such
slaves, and each of them, not having disobeyed the order of his owner, and not
having robbed or plundered the ‘property of another, and not having been guilty
of drunkenness, quarrelling, fighting, neglect of duty, absence from labour, or
absence from his, her, or their plantation at any time without a written pass signed
by the owner, manager, or overseer of the slavés, specifying the day and days which
was or were intended to be given to the said slaves, nor having been guilty of any
misdemeanour whatever, such flogging, beating and scourging, not being a punish-
ment prescribed in and by an Act of this island, in such case made and provided,
and other wrongs to the said slaves, then and there did against the peace of our:
said Lord the King, his crown and dignity, in contempt of our said Lord the
King and his Laws, and against the-form of the Act of this island in such case
made and provided; and the jurors aforesaid, on their oath aforesaid, do further
present, that the said John Baptiste Louis Bermingham, with force and arms on the
day and year last aforesaid, at the town, parish andisland aforesaid, in and upon
the said slaves, named Thornton, Billy, Pompey, Simon, Anthony, Chapman, Jack,
Will, Boatswain, Gressy, Nannette and Timothy, then and there being, the property
of and belonging to him the said John BaptisteLouis Dermingham, and in t peace:
of God, and of our said Lord the King, then and there being, did make another
assault, and with certain rods, whips, cords, and sticks, them the said Thornton,.
Billy, Pompey, Simon, Anthony, Chapman, Jack, Will, Boatswain, Gressy, Nan-
nette and ‘Timothy, then and there being, violently, cruelly, and immoderately beat,
scourge and flog such slaves, and each of them, not having disobeyed the order of
his, her, or their owner, manager, or overseer, and not having robbed or plundered
the property of another, and not having been guilty of drunkenness, quarrelling,
fighting, neglect of duty, absence from labour, or absence from his, her, or their
plantation at any time, without a written pass signed by the owner, manager, or
overseer of the slaves, specifying the day and days which was or were intended
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2 . DOMINICA: PRESENTMENTS OF

to be given to the said slaves, nor having been guilty of any misdemeanor what.

ever, and other wrongs to the said slaves there did against the peace of our

said Lord the King,and his Laws, and against the form of the Act of this Island,

in such case made and provided.
, W. W. Glanville,

Attorney General.

Sworn to give Evidence before the Grand Jury: Alexander Sutherland,

Esg. Mr. Charles Jones, and Mr. Thomas Ralphs.—The Grand Jury

return, “ No Bill.”
John Gordon, Foreman.

 

 

Dominica. In the King’s Bench and
Grand. Sessions of the
Peace.

Our Sovereign Lord The King
.

John M‘Corry.

THE Jurors of our Lord the King, upon their oaths, do present, ‘That John

M‘Corry, of the said island, Esquire, on the twenty-seventh day of September in the

fifty-sixth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King George the Third, by the

grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Defender of

the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms at the parish of St. Paul’s in the said

island, in and upon a ‘certain negro slave named Jemmy, then and there belonging

or appertaining to a certain sugar plantation or estate situate in the said parish and

island, called or known by the name of the River Estate, in the peace of God,

and our said Lord the King, then and there being, the manager of the said plan-

tation or estate did make an assault, and with certain cords, whips, sticks, and rods,

him the said Jemmy did then and there violently, cruelly, and immoderately beat,

scourge and flog such slave Jemmy, not haying disobeyed the order of his owner,

manager, or overseer, and not having plundered or robbed the property of another

and not having been guilty of drunkenness, quarrelling, fighting, neglect of duty,

absence from labour, or absence from his, her, or their plantation, at any time

without a written pass signed by the owner, manager or overseer of the slaves,

specifying the day or days which was or were intended to be given to the said slave ;

not having been guilty of any misdeameanor whatever, such flogging, beating and

- scourging not being a punishment prescribed in and by an Act of this Island in

such case made and provided, and other wrongs to the said Jemmy then and there

did against the peace of our Lord the King, his crown and dignity, in contempt

of our said Lord the King and his laws, and against the form of the Act of this

island in such case made and provided; and the jurors aforesaid, on their oaths

aforesaid, do further present, that the said John M‘Corry, with force and arms on

the twenty-eighth day of September, in the year aforesaid, in the parish and island

aforesaid, in and upon the said Jemmy, a slave then and there belonging or apper-

taining to the said estate or plantation, situate in the said parish and island, commonly

called or known by the name of the River Estate, in the peace of God, and our said
Lord the King, then and there being, did make an assault, and with certain rods,
whips, sticks, and cords, him the said Jemmy did violently, cruelly and immoderately

scourge, beat and flog such slave Jemmy, not having disobeyed the order ofhis owner,
manager or overseer, and not having plundered or robbed the property of another,
and not having beeu yuilty of druukenness, quarrelling or fighting, neglect of duty,
absence from labour, or absence from his plantation at any time without a written pass
signed by the owner, manager or overseer of the slaves, specifying the day or days
which was or were intended to be given to the said slave, nor having been guilty of
any misdemeanour whatever, such flogging, beating and scourging not being 2
punishment prescribed in and by a certain Act of this island in such case made and
provided, and other wrongs to the said Jemmy then and there did against the peace
of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity, in contempt of our said Lord the
King, end his laws, and against the form of the Act of this island in such case made
and provided; and the jurors aforesaid, on their oaths aforesaid, do further present,
that the said John M‘Corry, with force and arms, at the parish and island afore-

: said,
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said, on the said twenty-seventh-day of September, in the year aforésaid, in and
upon the said Jemmy, then and there, belonging or appertaining to. the.said
plantation or estate, called the River Estate, situate in the parish and island
aforesaid, in the peace of God, and our said Lord the King, then and there
being, he the said John M‘Corry then and there, being the manager of the said
plantation or estate called the River Estate, did make an assault, and with certain
sticks, cords, rods, and whips, him the said Jemmy did then and there violently,
cruelly, and immoderately beat, scourge and flog such slave Jemmy, not having
disobeyed the order of his owner, manager or overseer, and not having plundered
or robbed the property of another, and not having been guilty of drunkenness,
quarrelling, fighting, neglect of duty, absence from labour, or absence from his
plantation, at any time, without a written pass, signed by the manager or overseer
of the said slave, nor having been guilty of any misdemeanor whatever ; and other
wrongs to the said Jemmy, then and there did, against the peace of our said Lord
the King and his laws, and against the form of the statute in such case made and
provided: and the jurors aforesaid, on their oaths aforesaid, do further present that
the said John M‘Corry, on the said twenty-eighth day of September, in the year
aforesaid, with force and arms, at the parish aforesaid, in the island aforesaid, in
and upon the said Jemmy, then and there being a slave belonging or appertaining —
to the said plantation or estate called the River Estate, situate in the parish and
island aforesaid, in the peace of God, .and our said Lord the King, then and there
being, he the said John’ M‘Corry, then and there being the manager of the said
plantation or estate, did make an assault, and with rods, whips, sticks and cords,
him the said Jemmy did then and there violently, cruelly and immoderately beat,
scourge and flog such slave Jemmy, not having disobeyed the order of his owner,
manager or overseer, and not having robbed or plundered the property of another,
and not having been guilty of drunkenness, quarrelling, fighting, neglect of duty,
absence from labour, or absence from his plantation, at any time, without a written
pass, signed by the owner, manager or overseer ofthe said slave, specifying the day
or days which was or were intended to be given to the said slave, nor having been
guilty of any misdemeanor whatever, and other wrongs to the said Jemmy then
and there did, against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity,
in contempt of our said Lord the King and his laws, and against the Act of this
island in such ease made and provided.

W. W. Glanville, .
Attorney Genexal. -

Sworn to give evidence before the Grand Jury:. Nathaniel Dailey, Esquire,
and John Baptiste Long.—Grand Jury return, “ No Bill.”

: John Gordon, Foreman.

 

Dominica. | . In the Court of King’s Bench
a and Grand Sessions of the

Peace. .

- Our Sovereign Lord The King,

_ Alexander Le Guay.

THE Jurors of our Lord the King, on their oaths, do present, That Alexander
Le Guay, of the said island, planter, on the eighth day of January, inthefifty-
seventh year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the-Grace
of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland King, Defender
of the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms, at the parish of St. Paul in the said
island, in and upon a certain negro slave named Jeanton, the property of and be-
longing to him the said Alexander Le Guay, in the peace of God, and. our said Lord
the King, then and there being, did make an assault, and her the said Jeanton did
confine in an iron chain, by affixing andfastening the same with padlocks in and
upon the neck, arms and legs of the said Jeanton, such punishment not being pre-
scribed in and by a certain act of this island in such case made and provided,
against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity, in contempt
of our said Lord the King and his laws, and against the form of the Act in such

case
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4 DOMINICA: PRESENTMENTS OF GRAND JURY.

case made and provided. And the jurors aforesaid, on their oaths aforesaid, do
further present that the said Alexander Le Guay, on the tenth day of September
in the fifty-sixth year of the reign of our said Lord the King, at the parish aforesaid,
in the island aforesaid, with force and arms in and upon the said negro Jeanton,
the property of and belonging to the said Alexander Le Guay, in the peace of
God, and our said Lord the King, then and there being, did make an assault on
her the said Jeanton, did then and there maim, deface, mutilate and cruelly torture
the said Jeanton, and cause to be maimed, defaced and cruelly tortured, by frac-
turing and causing to be fractured the arm of her the said Jeanton, against the
peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity, and against the form of
the Act of this island in such case made and provided.

W. W. Glanville,
Attorney General.

Sworn to give evidence before the Grand Jury: Doctor W. Bremner,
and Doctor James Brown. Grand Jury return, ‘“ No Bill.”

John Gordon, Foreman.

 

Dominica.

I do hereby certify, THAT the three foregoing Indictments, and the Returns
thereon, are faithful copies from the originals filed in the office of the clerk of
the Crown.

Joseph Court,
7th February 1817. Acting Clerk of the Crown.

 

Dominica. a

The Grand Jurors of our Sovereign Lord the King do unanimously present,
That they visited and inspected the Gaol, which in many places requires consider-
able repairs, as. well for the security of the persons therein confined, as to prevent
injury'to their constitutions. In particular they present the want of Beds in the
different rooms, as well above as below stairs, and of Shutters for the front
windows.

On this subject the Grand Jury have with regret to state, that a similar pre-
sentation was made to the Bench at a former Court of Grand Sessions, of which
no notice appears to have been taken. The Grand Jury do therefore respectfully
presume to hope, that this presentation, in which the humanity of the country is
mvolved, will meet with the attention which it deserves.

The Grand Jury have further to present the dangerous ‘consequences which are
likely to oceur from the number of Indictments for unmerited punishment inflicted
on negroes by their owners, managers, or employers, which have been laid before
them this day, unsupported by any evidence whatsoever; on the contrary, it appeared
from the evidence that in some of the cases the negroes merited the punishment
they received.

Grand Jury Room, Lo ;
the 4th day of February 1817, (Signed) John Gordon, Foreman.

(A true Copy) Joseph Court,
Acting Clerk of the Crown.  
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