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ADDITIONAL

Colonial Laws respecting Slaves:

1816—1817:

VIZ.

“1. BARBADOES. 4. ST. VINCENT.

2] - sg. ANTIGUA.,
j JAMAICA. :

3- 6. TOBAGO.

Ordered, by TheHouse of Commons, to be Printed,

- G June 1817.
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LIST OFPAPERS RELATING TO SLAVES,

Fresented to the House of Commons, on the 5th June 1817.

N 1.--Copy of An Act for more fully ascertaining the Slave Population of the

Island of Barbadoes.

N° 2.-Copy of An Act for a more particular Return of Slaves in the Island

of Jamaica, and for the Enrolment thereof,

N° 3.—Copy of An Act in furtherance ‘of the Provisions of the Abolition Lavs

within the Island of Jamaica.

N° 4.—Copy of a Bill for establishing a Registry of Negro and other Slaves in

the Island of Sé. Visicent and its Dependencies.

N° 5.—Copy of An Act for establishing a Registry of Slaves in the Island

of Antigua.

N’ 6.—-Copy of An Act to establish a Public Registry of all Slaves in the

Colony of Tobaze.

Colonial Department,|

June 5th, 1817, ff HENRY GOULBURN.



N° 1.

BARBADOES ISLAND ACT.

 

A Copy of an ACT for more fully ascertsining the Slave Population of
the Island of Barbadoes.

HEREAS it has been thought probable in the mother country that the
re-establishment of peace may afford facilities to an illicit intreduction of

slaves into the British settlements in the West Indies: And whereas the legislature
of this Island, notwithstanding it feels the most thorough conviction thei uo such
importation into this Island ever has been or is likely to be attempted, is yet desirous
to co-operate in any measures which may be deemed necessary for giving the fullest
effect to the Acts for the abolition of the slave trade: And whereas many advantages
may be derived to the inhabitants of this Island from a more exact specification
and return of the slave population; Be it therefore Enacted by the Honourable
John Spooner, President of His Majesty’s Council, and Commander in Chief of this
Island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice Admiral of the same, the Honourable the
Members of His Majesty’s Council, and the General Assembly of this Island, and
by the authority of the same, ‘Chat it shall and may be lawful for the said President
or Commander in Chief of this Island for the time being, and he is hereby autho-
rized and required to appoint. by commission under his sign manual, some ft and
proper person, resident within this Island, to be registrar of slaves therein, and that
such registrar shall be personally resident within this colony while he shall continue to
hold the said office, except when from ill health or other necessary cause his tempo-
rary absence from this Island shall be permitted by the governer or commander in
chief of this Island for the time being, by and with the consent cf His Majesty’s
Council; provided nevertheless, that such temporary absence shall not exceed the
period of twelve months; and if the said registrar shall be at any time absent from
this Island, without such license or permission as aforesaid, he shall absclutely forfeit
his office; and in case of the death, absence, or incapacity of the said registrar, or
any avoidance of the said office, a new registrar shall -be in like manner appointed by
the governor or commander in chief of this Island for the time being, by commission
under his sign manual.

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That between the first
_ day of March and the first-day of June now next ensuing, and in every third follow-
ing year, every person who shall be then resident in this Island, and who shall be in
possession of any slave or slaves within the same, whether as proprietor, mortgagee,
trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, manager or attorney of or for such slaves,
shall respectively make and deliver upon oath to the registrar so to be appointed as
aforesaid, such schedules, lists and particulars in writing, as are hereinafter men-
tioned; that is to say, every person in possession of any slaves as aforesaid, shall so
make and return a schedule or list in writing, therein specifying in the first place
his or her own name and description, and the name and description of such other
person or persons, being the owner or owners of such slave or siaves on whose beheif
the return. is made, and the right or character in which the party making such
return holds possession of and claims title to such slave or slaves, namely, wheth¢r
as proprietor, mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, manager, cr

attorney, executor, administrator, guardian or otherwise; aud after such cescrip-
tion as aforesaid, shall proceed to name, describe and enumerate distinctly, the
several negroes, mulatto or other slaves belonging to the same owner or cwners, in
manner following; that is to say, the schedule or paper containing the said [sz
shall be divided into six perpendicular columns of convenient breadth, respeetivc
entitled at the heads thereof, name, sex, colour, employment, age end country;
and in the first of the said columns shall. be inserted the name of cach slave by
which he or she has been usually called or known; ia the second of the said
columns shall be inserted the sex of which such slave is; the third of the said
columns shall be inserted black or coloured (including under the term ‘ Coloured °

339. : aul
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4 ADDITIONAL COLONIAL LAWS RELATING

BARBADOES. all who are not black); in the fourth of the said columns shail be inserted the par.
Li ticular trade, occupation, or ordinary employment of the slave; in the £th of the

said columns shall be inserted the age of the slave, according to the best of the-
knowledge and belief of the owner or other party making vhe return; and in the
sixth of the said columns shall be inserted, whether the sieve is an Aftican or ea
‘yeole, aad if a Creole, the name of the Island gr Colony in which such steve was

born, aad from which he or she was brought, according to the best of the know-
ledge, information, and belief of the owner or other party making the return; and
for the better ascertaining the proper forms of such returns of siaves as ve hereby
required to be made, so that no person may pretend ignorance thereof, a form or
exemple of such return is contained in a schedule to this Act annexed, to which
all persons are required, so far as shall be found practicable, to conform.

3d. And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, That im all lists and
schedulestobe made and returned as aforesaid, after the Rrst general return required
by this Act, there shall be in every succeeding return contained, a true end par-
cular account of all births and deaths of slaves belonging to the person or persons
on whose behalf such return is made, within the threc years next precedinz: since
the last returns were made; and also an account of, all decuctions from or additions
to the former list of slaves belonging to such person or persons, withm the same
period, whether the same shall have happened by desertion, sale, or cther transfer
of property, enfranchisement, or by return of fugitive slaves, or by purchase, suc-
cession, reversion, or other lawful acauisition within this Island, or by ay lawfal
importation: which particular cause or mode of deduction er addition shall in ail
eases be distinctly specified in such return, so that the general increase and decrease
of slaves, their conditions and numbers, may be fully known and considered.

4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person
. taking any and every such schedule or return, shall, at the time of delivering the

same to the registrar, take the followme cath, which the said registrar is hereby
empowered and required to administcr, under the penalty of five hundred pounds
current money of this Island ; that is to say,

«© You do Swear, That the List or Schedule now by you given in, contains
“* a true and exact account and description, accordmg. to the several parti-
‘ culars therein specified, of all the Slaves now attached or belongin_; to the
* Plantation called in the parish of
* or now belonging to you or in your possession, [if any owner] or now

** belonging to or in the possession of [mame the owner or possessor| ac-
* cording to the best of your knowledge, information and belief.

** So help you GOD.”

And all and every such owner and owners, person and persons, who are of the
denomination of the people called quakers,,is and are hereby.required in like manner
to give’in the same upon his her or their solemn affirmation ; provided nevertheless,
that in case any owner of slaves resident in this Island shail, from sickness or any
bodily infirmity, be prevented from attending the said registrar, to deliver such
list or schedule of his or her slaves as hereinbeiore is directed, it shell and may be
lawful for any other person in behalf of such owner, to give in such his or her list
or schedule in the form hereinbefore prescribed; such person so giving in for
another at the time of delivering such list or schedule, taking the following oath
before the said registrar, who is hereby empowered and required, under the penalty
aforesaid, to administer the same ;

n
a

n

** You do Swear, That the person for whom you ere now about to give
* in a List or Schedule of Slaves, is prevented doing so in his or her own
‘* proper person, from illness or bodily infirmity; and that the List or Sche-

* dule by you now given in was signed by such owner in your presence, and
* that the same contains a true and exact number and deseription of all the
* Slaves now belonging to or in the possession of the said
* according to the best of your knowledge, information and belief.

. “ So belp you GOD.”

5th. And to the intent that all persons required to return lists or schedules by
this “Act for any slaves, may be duly apprised, and have sufficient notice of the
respective times of returning the same; Be it further enacted by'the authority afore-
said, That the said registrar shall and he is herchy required some time in the month

. Immediately

A
a
o
m
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TO THE TREATMENTOF SLAVES. - 5

snmediately preceding the time here appointed for the-making such returns ofslaves
as aforesaid, to send advertisements in writing by him-signed, purporting such respec-
tive times for giving m such returns to the rector, or his officiating minister, of each
parish, who is and are hereby required to publish, or cause the same to be published
in their respective parish.churches the two succeeding Sundays after receipt thereof,
between’ the prayers and sermon, and then to fix the same up at the church doors,
‘to remain till after the time of making such returns has elapsed ; and in case the
said registrar, or the rector or officiating minister, shall in any respect fail herein,
the party so offending, for every suchoffence shall forfeit the sum of one hundred
pounds current money of this Island. -

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Theat the said registrar
shall carefully preserve the lists and schedulesso returned to him, and cause the same,
within six months after the return thereof, to be copied as clearly and distinctly as

_ may be, into one book, or set of books, duly paged and indexed, to be by him kept in
his office, to which all persons may have free access during office hours to examine
the same, every person paying the sum of six shillings and three-pence for such
‘access and examimation ; and the said registrar is hereby further directed and
required, upon application for the same, to give copies in writing, certified by himself,
of any list or lists that may be desired, the person requiring the same paymg for each
several list so required, the sum of two shillings and sixpence for the same, if the
number of slaves therein contained do no exceed twenty, and the further sum of one
shilling and three-pence for every further number of slaves not exceeding ten, after
the first twenty that shall be contained therein.

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when and so spon’
as all the returns, lists, or schedules which shall have been delivered to the said
registrar pursuant to this Act, shall have been entered and recorded as aforesaid, the
said registrar shall give notice thereof forthwith to the mhabitants of this Island, in
such manner as he shall deem most fit and effectual, and that the said books are and
will continue open at the proper office, for the inspection, free of any expense of all
persons who have made returns of slaves, for insertion therein, for the term of two
months from the date of such notification, to theintent that all persons interested may

__ be satisfied ofthe accuracy of the said books, and or the said returns therein ‘contained;
and alse that if any ownersor possessors of slaves within this Island shall from any
accident or unavoidable impediment, have omitted to return full and proper lists or
schedules of their slaves, as by this Act is required, they must immediately apply to
the governor or commander in chief of this Island for the time being, and council,
who, upon satisfactory. proof that such omission has not been wilful, are hereby
empowered and required to order the admission and registration or correction of their
returns or schedules by the said registrar. i

Sth. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any person or
persons whatsoever shall wilfully neglect to give in to the said registrara list or lists,
schedule or schedules of his, her or their slave or slaves as above directed, every such
person or persons so neglecting shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds
for every such slave so neglected to be given in, one moiety thereof to be paid to
the informer, and one moiety to be paid into the public treasury of this Island; and

BARBADOES.
aetna

all and every slave or slaves so neglected to be given in, if such slave be an African, |
shall be entitled to his, her, or their freedom, unless such person or persons so omit-
ting to give in any such slave or slaves shall within six months after the discovery of
such omission, establish by sufficient evidence before the governor or commander in
chief of this Island for the time being, and the members ofHisMajesty’s Council
m council, ‘that sich African slave or slaves so omitted to be given in, had been le-
gally imported; and. the treasurer of this Island for the time being is hercby re-
quired and directed to pay toeach African so rendered free, the sum of four pounds
annually and every year during the term of his or her natural life. .

gth. And be it further enacted by theauthority aforesaid, That any person or
persons who may be at any time resident. in this Island, and who may have, keep,
and retain in his, her or their possession, as a slave or slaves, any African or Africans
who may have been illicitly imported into this Island, knowing the same to have
been so illicitly imported, shall, wpon conviction thereof, at any court of grand ses-
‘Stons of oyer and terminer, general gaol delivery, and general sessions of the
peace of this Island, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding the sum of five hundred

338. . . . pounds,

No at
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pounds, and be imprisoned in the common gaol of this Island, for any time not ex.
ceeding the period of two years.

- 10th. Provided elways, and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
all persons who shall think themselves aggrieved by aiiy proceedings of the said re.
gistrar, in any manner relating to this Act, may appeal by petition to the governor
or commander in chief of this Island for the time being, arfd the members of His
Majesty’s Council in council, who are hereby directed and fully empowered to hear
and finally determme thereon, and to remit or confirm all and every or any the
penalties in this Act contained, as to them shall seem fit.

11th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said registrar
shall make and prepare, or cause to be made and prepared, accurate and perfect du-
plicates of the said books, and shall authenticate and certify the said duplicates by the
following affidavit :

“ Before 4. B. [inserting the name and title of the governor or comman-
“* der in chieffor the time being|, personally appeared C. D. [naming him-
“* seif| the said registrar of slaves of this Island, who, being duly sworn
** on the Holy Evangelists, makes oath and says, That he the said C. D. has
“* carefully examined and compared all the preceding entries in this book
‘ with all the different returns of slaves delivered to him, or to his know-
“ ledge or belief, to any deputy, clerk, or assistant by him appointed; and
‘ that he is enabled thereby to depose, and does depose, that the preceding
‘ return of the slaves of this Island is in all respects correctly and faith.
‘ fully made.” ,

“
n

na
a

Which affidavit being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn before the
said governor or commander in chief for the time bemg, who shall subjoin thereto the
following certificate under his hand :

“I, A. B. [inserting his name and title of office] do hereby certify that the
“* above Affidavit was duly sworn before me this
“* day of one thousand eight hundred and
** ‘Witness my hand, this day of
** one thousand eight hundr d and

« 4A. BY”

And the said duplicate hooks, when so authenticated and certified; shall be de-
livered by the said registrar to the governor or commander-in-chief for the time
being, who shall forthwith transmit the same to His Majesty’s principal secretary of
state for the colonia! department in England.

12th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no erasure shall
on any pretence or for any cause whatever, be at any time permitted to be in any of
the said books; but if any clerical error shall occur in the insertion of any name,
description, or other particular therein, so that the same shall differ from the name,
description or particular contained in the schedule or return from which the same was
made; or if any other mistake shall occur in the making up and keeping the said
books, a lime of red ink shall be drawn through any word or words improperly in-
serted, so as to leave the original word or words legible ; and the correction thereof,
by the insertion of any werd or words which may have been erroneously omitted,
shall either be interlined or written ia the margin; and the registrar shall, either
under such word or words written in the margin, or under a mark or reference there
inade to any such interlincation, subscribe his name at length.

13th. Aud be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the said
registrar shall wilfully make, or knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false or
fraudulent entry in the bcoks in his office, or either of them, or shall fraudulently
erase, obliterate or alter, or knowingly permit or suffer to be fraudulently erased, obli-
terated or altcred, any entry which shall have beon duly made in the said books, or
either of them, the said registrar shall, upon coaviction of any such offence before any
court ofgrand sessions of oyer and terminer, general gaol delivery, and grand sessions
of the peace for this Island, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding the sum of five
hundred pounds, and be imprisoned for any time not exceeding two years, in the
common gaol ofthis Island ; and if any deputy assistant or clerk of the said registrar
shall commit, or knowingly permit or suffer to be committed any such offence as
aforesaid, he shall, upon the like conviction thereof, forfeit and pey a sum not excect-

Ing-
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Tsian
or persons in this colony shall wilfully make, or cause or procure to be made, any

false or fraudulent entry in the said books, or either of them, or shall fraudulently

erase, obliterate ov alter, or cause or procure to be erased, obliterated or altered, any

entry which shall have been made in the said books or either of them, every such

erson or persons so offending, shall, upon like conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a

sum not exceeding the sum of five hundred poundsof like current money, and be

imprisoned in the common gaol of this Island, for any time not exceeding the period

of fwo years.

14th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all sums of

monéy arising by this act, and all and every the forfeitures and penalties in the same

contained, shall be to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, his heirs and successors,

and shall be applied, together with all other public monies not appropriated to any

particular use, to and for all and every the uses, intents and purposes of the annual

acts for raising money to defray the expenses of this government; except as herein-

before is particularly directed. _

15th. And be it further enacted.by the authority aforesaid, That upon all ques-

tions respecting the freedom or slavery of any individual, arising in any court or

hefore any magistrate in this colony, a duly certified copy of the registration of

such individual in the books of the said registrar shall be received as sufficient prema

facie evidence of the slavery of such individual.

46th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the treasurer

of this Island for the time being shall pay to thesaid registrar so to be appointed as

aforesaid, out of any of the public monies in his hands, at and after the rate of two

hundred pounds annually and every year, by four equal quarterly payments, during

all such time as he shall hold and exercise the said office of registrar, and the further
sum of six hundred pounds, current money of this Island, when and at ‘such times

as he shall complete and produce to the commander in chief for the time. being
authenticated duplicates of the aforesaid books of registry. '

17th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every the fines,

forfeitures and penalties herembefore imposed, and for which the mode of recovery
‘has not already been declared, shall be recovered on complaint to any justice of the

peace, and the same proceedings shall be had thereon as in the case of servants
Wages.

Taz RETURN of A. B. of Slaves, the property of C. D. ofwhich 4. B. |
is Manager. , .
 

 

   

Name. Sex, | Colour. Employment. Age. | Country.

Quash - - -| Male ~ = =| Negros - -| Cooper = ~ - - 45. Barbadian.

Iarriet- - +} Female [ -| Mulatto - ~-| House-servant - -| 30. Barbadian,

-Quord -- ~ -| Male.- - -| Negro- + -| Watchman- -. -| 50. African,   
 

‘Tne RETURN of A. B. of Slaves, his own property. .°
 

 

 

Name. : Sex, Colour, Employment. Age. Country.

Kitty Ann -| Female - - Negro - - - |-Field- - = - =] 36. Barbadian.

: Bobb «eo dL Male 2 2. Negro~ ~ ~| Cooper - - - -| 40. Barbadian, 
  

y tae! . ' . 7 , . .

Read three times, and passed the General Assembly, this seventeenth day of
Vecember one thousand eight hundred and sixteen.

. J. R. Piillips,
Clerk of General Axzsemlsly.

he sum of five hundred pounds, and be imprisoned in the common gaol of this BARBADOES.

d, for any time not exceeding the period of two years; and if any other person “—-—~——-~

221



222

BARBADOES,
nae

JAMAICA.

Neper?
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Read three times, and passed the Council unanimously, this seventeenth day of
January one thousand eight hundred and seventeen.

W. Husbands,
Deputy Clerk of Council.

Return to the House of Assembly, on the seventh day of January one thousand
eight hundred and seventeen, with alterations, and assented to by the House

_the same day. J. R. Phill
. R. Phillips, —.

Clerk-of General Assembly.

Assented to by his Honour the President, the ninth day of January one thousand
eight hundred and seventeen.

W. Husbands, Deputy Secretary. John Spooner.

 
 

JAMAICA.

Aw ACT for a more particular Return of Slaves in this Island, and the
Enrolment thereof.

WHEREAS theLegislature of this Island is anxious to show by every means in

its power, the most sincere disposition to guard against any possible infringement of

the laws for abolishing the slave trade, for the evasion of which the return of peace

‘may be thoughtto afford facilities: And whereas a more particular revurn of the
slaves in this Island than had hitherto been required by the laws heretofore passed

fer that purpose, and anenrolment thereof, may be advaritageous; We, Your. Majesty’s

dutiful and loyal subjects, the Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island ofJamaica, do

most humblybeseech Your Majesty, That it may be enacted; Be it therefore enacted

bythe Governor, Council, and Assembly ofthis Your Majesty’s Island, and it is hereby

enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, ‘That all and every person and

persons who shall be present in this Island on the twenty-eighth day of June next

after the passing of this Act, and shall then be in the possession of any slave or

slaves within the same, whether as owner, mortgagee, trustee, guardian, executor,

administrator, sequestrator, committee, receiver, assignee, lessee, attorney, agent,

or otherwise howsoever, do and shall, on or before the twenty-eighth day of
September then next, render in to the clerk of the vestry of the parish where suck
slave or slaves so possessed as aforesaid, shall be considered to be most permanently

settled, worked or employed, a true and perfect list or return in writing, or true
and perfect lists or returns in writing of all and every slave and slaves so possessed

by him, her or them, and so settled, worked, or employed within such parish as

aforesaid ; each and every of which lists or returns shall specify in the first place,
the name or names of the possessor or possessors as aforesaid, of the several slaves
‘in such list or return contained, and the character or capacity in which he, she, or

they possess the same, whether as owner or otherwise, as hereinafter mentioned;

and in all cases where such possession shall not be as owner, then also the name or

names of the person or persons for whom or for whose estates or interest such slaves

are so possessed, and in words at length the total number of male slaves, and the

total number of female slaves contained in every such list or return ; and shall further

specify in distinct columns, according to the form in the schedule. marked A,

hereunto annexed, the following particulars, beginning with the list of males, and

distinguishing them fromthe list of females; that is to say, in the first of thesaid

columns, and which shall be entitled, ‘‘ Names,” shall be mserted the name of such

slave by which he or she has been usually called or known; in the second cf the
said columns, and which shall be entitled, “‘ Colour,’’ the colour of such slave, that

is, whether Negro, Sambo, Mulatto, Quadroon, or Mustee; in the third of the said

coltimns, and which shall be entitled “* Age,” the age, or reputed age of such slave,
according to the best of the knowledge or belief of the party, who shall make

, attestation  
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attestation on oath to the truth of such list or return as hereinafter mentioned; in

the fourth of the said columns, and which shall be entitled, “ African, or Creole,”

+, shall be shown whether such slave is an African or Creole, aecordingto the best

of the knowledge or ‘belief of the party making attestation om oath to the truth

of such list or return as hereinafter mentioned ;. and in the fifth of the said columns,

and which shall be entitled, “‘ Remarks,” it shall be shown opposite the name of

each and every slave, the name of the mother of such slave, if the mother be returned

in the same list or return; and in.all cases where any slave or slaves shall at any

time within three years next preceding the said twenty-eighth day of June, in the

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, have run away from

the possession of the party or parties making such return as aforesaid, or from the

erson or persons whom or whose estates they in any manner represent as aforesaid,

to the best of the knowledge or belief of the party making attestation on oath to

JAMAICA.

the truth of such list or return as hereinafter mentioned, and still continue a |

runaway on the said twenty-eighth day of June one thousand eight hundred and

seventeen, there shall be stated the name and description of every such runaway

slave as aforesaid, in like manner as of the other slaves to be included in such list

or return, and opposite to the name of every such runaway, who shall then have

been absent, and of every slave who may be a runaway for the space of three months
or upwards then next preceding, shall be inserted in the said column, entitled,

«“ Remarks,” the word ‘“‘ Runaway.”

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted, that no person or persons in possession
as tenant or tenants,by parole only, ofany slave or slaves on the said twenty-eighth day

of June, shall be bound to make such return of the same, unless the person or

persons from which such slave or slaves are rented or hired shall then be an absentee,

and unrepresented in this Island by attorney or agent authorized to receive the

rent, in which cases the tenant or tenants shall be bound to make such return;

but otherwise, the person or persons hiring out such slave or slaves, his or their

‘attorney or agent. authorized to receive the rent, shall be bound to make such
return; and in order to avoid as much as possible all irregularities or mistakes in
‘making such lists or returns, -a sufficient number of printed forms, according to the

Schedule A. hereunto annexed, shall be lodged in due time before the said twenty-

eighth day of June one thousand eight hundredand seventeen, with the several

clerks of the vestries throughout the Island, and shall be delivered to all persons

applying for the same, at a price not exceeding five-pence for each sheet, and which
printed forms the receiver general is hereby authorized and required to provide at
the expense of this Island; and the said clerks of the vestries are authorized and ~
required not to receive any returns of slaves, unless the same or the last sheet of each
and. such lists or returns, when such list or return shall consist ofmore than one sheet,
shall be made upon one of such printed forms, and each sheet shall contain the
‘same number of columns, and be headed in the same manner as such printed
sheet.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the several lists or
returns of slaves as hereunto required, shall, before they are rendered to the several
clerks of the vestry, be verified by the oath, or, where the partyis a quaker, by the
solemn affirmation of the person, or one of the persons, if there be more than one,
making such return; and such oath or affirmation shall be made in writmg and
subscribed by the party making the same, and subjoined by the list or return to
which the same refers; and which oath or affirmation shall be to the form and.
effect following; that is to say,

- TL, A. B. do Swear, [or, if a quaker solemnly: Affirm,] That theabovelist and
“ return, consisting of [here insert the number ofsheets| sheets, isa true,

“ perfect, and complete List and Return, to the best ofmy knowledge and
“* belief, in every particular therein mentioned, of all and every slave’ and slaves
“© possessed by me [here insert the name of any joint possessor, as owner,

- mortgagee, &c. as the case may be; and where the possession is held

“© otherwise than as owner, addthe name of the person for whom or for -

‘“< whose estate or interest such possession is held] considered as most per-

“* manently settled, worked, or employed in the parish of.

“on the twenty-eighth day of June one thousand eight hundred. and
“ seventeen, without fraud, deceit or evasion. Ls

“ So help me GOD.”

338. ‘ Which
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Which oath or affirmation shall be made before any judge ofthe supreme or other
nen of the assize courts of this Island, or any justice of the peace for the parish for which

the return is intended, and such judge and justices respectively are hereby authorized
and required to administer the same.

And be it further enacted, That all and every person andpersons who shall be
present in this Island on the twenty-eighth day of June one thousand eight hundred
and twenty, and in every third succeeding year, and shall then be in possession of any
slave or slaves within the same, whether as owner, mortgagee, trustee, guardian, execu-
tor, administrator, sequestrator, committee, receiver, assignee, lessee, attorney, agent, or
otherwise howsoever, do and shall, on or before the twenty-eighth dayof September then
next ensuing, render to the clerk of the vestry of the parish where such slave or slaves
so possessed shall be considered to be most permanently settled, worked, or employed,

- atrue and perfect list or return in writing, according to the schedule marked (B.)
hereunto annexed, whichshall state in the first place the total of males and females
contained in the last return, and show the increase and decrease, if any there he,
in the same; and shall state the name of every slave constituting part of such
increase and decrease, beginning with the males, and distinguishing where the
list of males ends and the list of females begins, and the colour, reputed age,. and
whether African or Creole, in the columns s0 respectively entitled; and in the
column entitled “ Remarks,” the names of the mothers of children, of both
mother and children in the same list; and as to any runaways for more than three ©
months, then next preceding the word “ Runaway;’’ and further, in the case of
inerease, such return shall state in the column entitled, ‘* Increase’? and cause
thereof, whether the increase has been by birth, acquisitions, or removal from any
other parish, or the coming back of old runaways; and in case of births, then the
names of the mothers shall be specified repectively opposite to the names of the
children born; and in case thé same shall be by acquisition, then it shall be stated
opposite to the name of every such slave in the said increase column, in whose and
in what particular list or return such acquired slave stoodenrolled at the last pre-
ceding period for making returns under this Act, or if born since, then in whose
name and in what particular list or return the mother of such newly acquired slave
stood enrolled at that period; or should such acquisition have been made of any
slave or slaves lawfully imported into this Island since the last return, then it shall
be stated in the said increase column that the same was or were so imported, and

_ the port or place at which such importation was made, and the name of the vessel
and master; and if such increase should be by removal merely from any other
parish of this Island, theslave being in the same possession, then such removal shall
be mentioned, in the increase columns, with the name of the parish from whence
removed; and should such increase have been by the coming back of any runaway
who may have been absent above three years, then inthe said increase column
such coming back of such runaway shall be specified; and in case of decrease, such
return shall state in the column entitled ‘“‘ Decrease,’’ and cause thereof, opposite
the name of every such slave constituting a part of such decrease, whether the
same shall have been by death, grant, sale, or manumission, or by removal to any
other parish in the same possession, naming the parish, or bythe lapse of three years
since the first running away of any slave standing enrolled in the last preceding
return for the same person or persons, or estate; and at the foot of every such
return required by. this clause, there shall be stated in distinct lines the total
number of slaves in possession on the twenty-eighth day of June, in the year for
such return, shall be made also, in like manner, the total number of births and of
deaths since the last return; and the same shall be verified by oath (or in case of
a quaker by his affirmation) of the person, or one of the persons if there be more
than one, making such return, to be subscribed by tle party, and subjoined to the
said return, and to be made and taken in the form and manner, and before the like
judges and justices, as already enacted with respect to the verification of returns to
be made for the twenty-eighth day of June one thousand eight hundred and
seventeen; and every such return so to be made on the twenty-eighth day’of Sep-

_ tember one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and at any succeeding period. for
making the trietnial returns required by this clause, if made for any person or persons
or estate for whom there shall have been no return made, shall be in every particuler,
as near as circumstances will admit, in like manner as the return in respect to
increase for or on account of any person or estate for whom a former return shall
have been'made. .

Provided  
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Provided always, That tenants by parole of any slave or slaves, shall not be bound
to make the triennial returns required by this clause, except as before excepted in the ————~—-=—~"
first clause of this Act ; but all such triennial returns required by this clause in respect
to slaves so held by parole, shall be made as required in respect to the return to be
made for such slaves, on the twenty-eighth day of September one thousand eight
hundred and seventeen, by the said first clause of this Act; and in order to avoid as
much as possible all irregularities and mistakes in making such triennial returns as are
required ‘by this clause, the receiver general ‘shall provide, at the expense of this
Island, a sufficient number of printed forms according to the Schedule marked (B.}
hereunto annexed, to be lodged in convenient time before the twenty-eighth day of
June one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and so before the twenty-eighth day
of June in every succeeding period of three years, when such returns are to be made,
with the several clerks of the vestries, and which shall be delivered to all persons
applying for the same, at a price not exceeding five-pence for each sheet ; and the
clerks of the vestries are not to receive any returns of slaves as by this clause re-
quired, unless the same on the last sheet of every such lists or returns, if such list.
or return shall consist of more than one sheet, shall be made upon one of such
printed forms, and each preceding sheet shall contain the same number of columns
and be headed in the same manner as such printed sheet.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the first and triennial
return required to be made according to the provisions of this Act, of the slaves
belonging to the Crown, and employed about the person of the Governor, shall be
made and verified on the oath of the private secretary of the Governor, or lieutenant
Governor, or person so executing for the time being the functions of Governor, under
a penalty of one hundred pounds.

And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any clerk of the vestry,
under a penalty of five hundred pounds, to receive any first return or giving-in
required by this Act, after the twenty-eighth day of September one thousand
eight hundred and seventeen, or any triennial return after. the twenty-eighth day
of September, in the year in which such triennial return shall fall due; except as
hereinafter next mentioned and provided.

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted, That in such case where it shall be
made appear on oath to the satisfaction of the justices and vestry in vestry assembled,
at any meeting to be called for the purpose by the custos or chief magistrate, if
necessary, at any time on or before the thirty-first day of December one thousand
eight hundred and seventeen, in respect to the first returns to be made under this
act, or on or before the thirty-first day of December in any year in which any
triennial returnshall fall due, in respect to such triennial return, that through imad-
vertence or unavoidable cause there happened to be no return, or a defective return,
it shall and may be lawful for the justices and vestry to order the clerk of the
vestry then to receive every such return, or to amend every such defective return.

And be it farther enacted, That every clerk of the vestry shall indorse on every
return the actual date of its being filed or lodged with him, and such returns shall
be deemed a public record, and to that purpose his office shall. be taken to be a
public office of record, and such records shall be under the same protection from
embezzlement, erasure, and injury, as the records in the secretary’s office are by
law protected; besides which, if such injury shall arise from the negligence or
misconduct of the clerk of the vestry, he shall incur and. suffer the penalty of .
five hundred pounds for each offence, and be incapable of holding his office.

And be it further enacted, That every clerk of the vestry, under the penalty of
five hundred pounds, and incapacity from holding his office, shall, by the first day
of February one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, cause the said first. returns
required by this Act, and by the first day of February in each year next after
the triennial returns are required to be made into his office, cause all and every
such triennial returns received into his office, to be fairly and faithfully copied in a
neat manner, and as closely as convenient; at. the end of which, he shall annex an
affidavit, to be taken and sworn before any judge of the supreme court, or of either
of the assize courts, or of any justice of the peace for the parish in which such
return is made, who are respectively hereby authorized and required to administer
an oath in that respect, that.such copy has been carefully copied, examined with the
criginal returns, and isa faithful and true copy thereof, to the best of deponent’s
endeavour, knowledge and belief; and shall also annex to such copy, a correct
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JAMAICA. alphabet of the names of the persons for whom the return is intended, and at the
“—-— top, and on the back of such return, shall state for what parish, and for what year

! it is the return: which copy so prepared, the said clerk of the vestry, under
[| the penalty and incapacity last mentioned, shall, ‘on or before the twentieth day’ of
| February one thousand eight hundred and eighteen for the first returns, and on or

before the twentieth day of February in each year, next after the triennial returns
. are required to be made in respect to such triennial returns, transmit and cause to be

carefully delivered to or at the office of the secretary of this Island, when such
authenticated copy shall be forthwith entered and recorded in a book or books to
be separately kept for that purpose, in the manner that other instrumentsare there
recorded and kept.

And be it further enacted, That the said secretary shall, under the penalty of
five hundred pounds, on or before the twenty-eighth day of June one thousand eight
hundred and eighteen, in respect to the first returns, and on or before the twenty-

i eighth day of June in each year, next after the triennial returns are required to be
made in respect of such triennial returns, fully record,: and shall thereafter, and
after having certified at the back thereof that the same have been recorded by him,
and the day when received and entered at his office, deliver in all such authentic
copies so received from the clerks of the vestries, to or at the office of the secretary
of the Governor, or person executing the functions of Governor, to be transmitted

4 to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonial Department.

  

And be it further enacted, That an extract or copy from any original return
under this Act recorded in the vestry office, certified under the hand of the clerk of
the vestry himself, personally, or an extract or copy of any return made under this

| Act from the record thereof in the secretary’s office, and certified under the hand
of the secretary or person officiating for him, or by the oath of a witness who had
compared the extract or copy with the original return in the vestry office, or with

| the record thereof in the secretary’s office, shall be admitted in all courts and places
as legal evidence, to the extent the original itself would go.

And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons who is or are required
by this Act to make a return of slave or slaves in his or their possession as aforesaid,
shall omit or neglect so to do within the time directed or allowed for the same,
whereby any slave or slaves shall be omitted to be duly returned in the first return,
or any subsequenttriennial return pursuant to this Act, every person so offending

: shall for each and every slave who ought to have been returned, and of whom no
returnhasbeen made, forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds ; and in case of such

" person or persons acting in any representative character, making such default or
omission, he, she or they shall, besides the said penalty, make good to the real
owner of such. slave or slaves any damages and loss thereby sustained.

And be it further enacted, That such penalty of one hundred pounds shall be
_ reeoverable by action of debt commenced: in the Supreme Court, but the issue
therein to be tried in the county where the cause-of action shall arise, and when
recovered, shall be applied one half to the prosecutor, and the other half to His

| Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of the government of
this Island, and'the contingent charges thereof.

And be it further enacted, That upon judgment being recovered for such penalty,
an information shall be filed in office by His Majesty’s attorney general in and for
the next succeeding grand court, against the slave or slaves, for the commissionof
whose return such penalty shall have been recovered, but the issue joined therein to
be tried in the county where the cause of such action arose, as and for an importation
of African slaves, contrary to the said abolition laws; and the record of such judg-
ment shall be sufficient evidence to maintain the said information ; and to every
such information so filed as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for the person or
persons against whom the judgment for such penalty has been recovered, to take the -
defence in his her or their own name or names, or in the name or names of the person
or persons for whom he she or they held possession of the slave or slaves left unreturned
as aforesaid, or for such person or persons for whom possession was held, to take the
defence in his her or their own name or names, and to plead not guilty, and there-
under to prove that the slave of slaves included in the said information was not of
were not imported into this Island contrary to the said abolition laws.

And  



TO THE TREATMENTOF SLAVES. | 13

_ And be it further enacted, That in case the defence to the said information shall
not have been taken as aforesaid, during the court for which the same is filed, the|
said information shall be continued over until the next grand court; in which court it
shall and may be lawful for any person claiming any estate or interest in the said
slave or slaves included in the said information, either in reversion or remainder, or
other estate expectant upon the determination of the estate of the personforwhose
interest the possession of such slave or slaves was held, or any mortgagee of the said
slave orslaves, or any judgment, creditor of the person or persons or estate, for whose
interest such possession was held, to take the defence of such information, by leave of
the judges of the said supreme court; and it shall be lawful for the person so taking
the defence of the said information to‘plead not guilty thereto, and thereunder to
prove that the said slave or slaves included there was or were not imported contrary—
to the said abolition laws, and was or were subject to such right, title or interest as
they claim therein.

And be it further enacted, That if upon the trial of any such information as
aforesaid, a verdict shall be found, and judgment thereupon given for the defendant,
the slave or slaves included in the said information, or such or so many of them for
which such verdict and judgment for the defendant shall be found and given, ‘shall
be held and enjoyed in the same estate as before the trial of the said information,
and the original return and the record thereof shall thereupon be amended, or a new
return made thereof, and recorded, as need may be, under an order of the judges of
the court in which the issue was tried: Provided always, that when it shall appear
that the person or persons for whose interest possession of such slave or slaves was
held, was entitled to the same under a particular estate only, and the defence of
the said information shall have been taken under the proviso aforesaid, by the person
or persons next m reversion or remainder, or expectancy, such person or persons
shall forfeit his or their particular estate, right, title or imterest in the said slave
or slaves, and the same shall immediately vest in the person or persons in rever-
sion or remainder, or expectancy, as if such reversion, remainder or expectancy had -
vested in possession in them in due course of law.

And be it further enacted, That if judgment for the crown be had in such infor-
mation by default or verdict, the slave or-slaves who shall be the subject thereof
shall be treated and disposed ofas if they had been imported contrary to the abolition
laws aforesaid; and under the regulations of the said laws; and for that purpose
the judges of the supreme court, or justices of assize,’ shall give notice to the
governor, or person executing the functions of governor, as soon as such verdict ‘or
judgment for the crown shall have passed, and shall make such order for the produc-
tion and delivery over, if needful, of the slave or slaves, the subject thereof, as to
them shall seem expedient and necessity may require. ,

And be it further Enacted, That the secretary of this Island shall be paid by the
public for recording the authentic copies of the returns aforesaid, at and after the
rate he is entitled to charge for recording the deeds, and by the person requiring the
same, for every copy or extract at and after the ratehe is now entitled to charge for
copies and extracts of deeds out of his office; and every clerk of the vestry shall in
like manner be paid by the public at and after the rate of one shilling and eight-
pence for every one hundred and sixty words, every figure to be counted a word, for
making the authenticated copy or copies of returns hereby required; and for filing
such original returns, and granting a receipt for the same, which he is hereby re-
quired to give to the party making the return, if demanded, the sum of one shilling
and three-pence; and by the party requiring a copy or extract, at the samé rate as
allowed to the secretary for such copies and extracts.

And whereas itmay happen that omissions or irregularities. may occur in respect
to such returns as by this Act required, through accident or unavoidable impediment,
and for the remedying of which, under certain circumstances, it may be expedient to
allow some further time after the said thirty-first day of October one thousand eight
hundred and seventeen, in respect to the first returns to be made under this Act,
and after the thirty-first day of October in any year in which any triennial return is
to be made; Be it further Enacted, That if any person or persons required to make
2 return of slave or slaves under this Act, or any person or persons for whose account
or interest a return of any slave or slaves ought to have been made, shall apply by
petition, to the governor, lieutenant governor, or person executing the functions of
governor,.and make it appear to his satisfaction that the non-delivery of any such
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return, or any omission or irregularity therein, if any return shall have been rendered,
has arisen from accident or some unavoidable impediment, or from some cther cause
which may appear to him as a satisfactory ground for complying witht the request of
the party to have such omission or irregularity rectified, and that the same has not
arisen from any wilful delay or default, the said governor, lieutenant governor, or
person executing the functions of governor, at any time on or before the thirty-first
day of December,. in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen,
in respect to the first returns required to be made by this Act, and at any time on
or before the thirty-first day of December, in any year next succeeding that in which
the triennial returns are required to be made in respect to such triennial returns,
may make an order in writing, subscribed by him, and addressed to the clerk of the
vestry of the parish to which such return shall properly belong, commanding him to
receive such omitted return or amended return, as the case may be, and to keep the
same, together with the said order to him addressed, as a record in his office; and
the said clerk of the vestry shall, within fourteen days after the receipt thereof, trans-
mit a copy of such return, and also of the said order, to the office of the secretary of
this Island, attested in like manner as is required for the copy of the original returns
of his parish; and the secretary of the Island shall record the same, and transmit
such copy by him received, within fourteen days after his receipt thereof, with the
date of his receipt and inrolment thereof, indorsed by him, to the office of the gover-
nor’s secretary, to be forwarded to His Majesty's secretary of state for the colonial
department, in like manner as the copy of the former returns of the same parish:
Provided always, that all expenses of receiving, recording, and copying such omitted
‘or amended return, and the order for receiving the same, shall be paid by the party
applying for and obtaining such order, to the respective officers entitled to the same,
at the same rates herembefore established for such proceedings in the first instance.

And be it further enacted, That in all cases where any omission or irregularity
has been certified as aforesaid, according to the powers hereimbefore given in such
respects, any party against whom any prosecution shall be pending for a forfeiture
on account of such omission or irregularity, when judgment shall not have been
actually executed, andany defendant to any information filed as aforesaid, where-
upon judgment shall not already have passed for the crown, may apply to the Supreme
Court of Judicature, and such court shall and may make an order for the staying or
discontinuing or vacating of such proceedings, upon payment by the party applying
of the full costs out of purse, as well of the informant as of the crown, if any
incurred.

And be it further enacted, That if any person who shall knowingly and wilfully
make any false cath or affirmation to any of the matters or things by this act required
to be so verified, or shall so corruptly procure or suborn any person or persons to
swear or affirm falsely in any such oath or affirmation, shall, on being duly convicted
thereof, suffer such punishment as is inflicted by the laws of England for such
offences.

And be it further enacted, That the several penalties hereby imposed, the recovery
whereof is not already provided for, shall.be recoverable by action of debt, bill,
plaint or information commenced. im the Supreme Court, and the issue tried in the
county where the cause of action shall arise, where no essoign, wager of law, or
non vult ulterius prosequé shall be allowed, one half of which penalties shall go to
the informer, or him, her, or them who shall sue for. the same, and the other:
moiety to the use of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support
of the government of this Island, and the contingent charges thereof.

And be it further enacted, That all returns, receipts, papers, and proceedings
whatsoever made necessary by this act, shall be exempt from all stamp duty.

SCHEDULE  
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SCHEDULE (A,). JAMAICA,

“A RETURN of Slaves in the Parish of. dt the possession —
ar) - on the ‘day of
in the year ofour Lord

O Nene, | “Colon, - Age. African, orCrecle. - ~ REMARKS, -

  

“Males. -..- 0+.

: Females»: eon be.

  SEEEEEEERLEEEEEeEOEeeTeeneae

Males.

Females, S,

Toran.)    
 

“© I, A. Bs do Swear; [or, if a Quaker solemnly Affirm,]That the above
. © Listand Return, consisting of sheets, is a true, perfect, and
© complete List and Return to the best of my knowledge and belief, in every

_“ particular therein mentioned, of all and every Slave and Slaves possessed.
_ by me, as - ‘considered as most permanently settled, worked,
“ or employed in the parish of - oo on the'twenty-eighth
“* day. of June: one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, without fraud,

* = -deceit, or evasion.’ oe i
om a -“ So helpme GOD.”

~Sworn before me, this: — day of -

 

SCHEDULE (B).
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“I, A. B. do Swear, [or, if a Quaker solemnly Affirm,] That the above
“¢ List and Return, consisting of sheets, is a true, perfect, and
‘“* complete List and Return, to the best of my knowledge and belief, in every
“« particular therein mentioned, of all and every Slave and Slaves’ possessed
“ by me, as considered as most permanently settled, worked,
‘© or employed in the parish of on the-
“* day of in the year of our Lord.
“ without fraud, deceit, or evasion.

* So helpme GOD.”
Sworn before me, this day of

Passed the Council, this fourth day of December one thousand eight hundred
and sixteen. ; W. Bullock, Clerk of Committee.

I Consent, this eleventh day of December, one thousand eight hundred and
sixteen. Manchester.

Passed the Assembly, this twenty-ninth day of November, one thousand eight
- hundred and. sixteen. James Lewis, (Speaker.)

Vera copia exten.
W. Bullock, Sec.

 

 

N? 3.
 

JAMAICA ISLAND ACT.

A Copy of an ACT in furtherance of the Provisions of the Abolition Laws
within this Island.

WHEREAS by an Act ofthe British Parliament, passed in the forty-seventh
year of His present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “An Act for ‘the. Abolition of
** the Slave Trade,” the African slave trade, and all dealing’in ‘the purchase or

: sale of slaves or other persons intended to be used or dealt with as such, in, to, at
_or from Africa, or any island, country, territory or place in the West Indies or
America, not belonging to His Majesty, was abolished, prohibited, and declared
unlawful: And whereas by another Act of the said British Parliament, passed in the
fifty-first year of His present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for rendering
*« more effectual an Act made’ in the forty-seventh year of His Majesty’s reign,
** intituled, “« An Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade,” the carrying on the

. said trade or being engaged therein in the ways there mentioned, was declared- to
be felony, and punishable as such according to law: May it therefore please Your
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and

. Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted by the
authority of the same, That it was and is unlawful to buy or sell in this Island, or
to hold in slavery there, any African or other person or persons who after the
passing of the said first recited Act was or were imported into this Island ‘contrary
to the mtent and meaning of the said Act, if any such ever was or were soimported
into this Island..

And be it, further enacted, That no estate, right, title, property or interest.what-
soever, at law or in equity, of, in, or to any African, or other person or persons
unlawfully imported from and after the passing of this Act (if any such there shall
happen to be) can, shall, or may accrue to or vest in any person or persons whom-
soever, or be created or transferred, or pass by sale or mortgage, gift, grant or
other voluntary alienation, or by judgment at law, decree or execution, or by
marriage, succession, inheritance, will, devise, administration, or otherwise howso-
ever; and that every such will or other instrument, whereby any such African or
other person or persons shall be conveyed, devised, transferred or disposed of, or
otherwise attempted so to be, or wherein the same shall be mentionedorcompre-
hended as a slave or slaves, shall be, as'to such African or other person or persons,
and the issue of the females of such African or other person or persons, utterly void
and of none effect.

And  
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
pang of this Act, if any person or persons shall knowingly and wilfully keep, ——--~~-—~

nold or detain, or attempt to keep, hold or detain in slavery, or treat as a slave, any
African or other person unlawfully importedas aforesaid, ‘or shall knowingly and
wilfully hire, employ, harbour or entertain, or in anywise have in his her or their
ossession, or suffer to remain or abide on his her or their settlement or property,

er on any settlement or property in his her or their possession, _or under his her or
their care or management as attorney, agent, executor, administrator, guardian,
mortgagee in possession, trustee, overseer, or otherwise, any such African or other
erson or persons as aforesaid, every such person so offending shall on conviction

forfeit for every African or other .person, the subject of such offence, the sum of
one hundredandforty pounds current money of this Island; one moiety thereof to
the use of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the support of the government.
of this Island, and-the other. moiety thereof to such person or persons who shall
inform and prosecute for the same; and shall also be committed to the common
gaol for any time not exceeding twelve months.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
passing of this Act, it may and shall be lawful for any one ofHis Majesty’s justices
of the peace in any of the parishes or precincts of this Island, upon information,
complaint or suspicion verified by the affidavit of one or more credible witness or
witnesses, to his her or their knowledge or belief, to be sworn before any of His
Majesty’s justices of the peace, or any judge or judges of the supreme or assize
courts of this Island, that any African or other person or persons unlawfully imported
as aforesaid, is or are hired, employed, harboured or entertained by, or is or are
in anywise in the possession of any person or persons, or suffered to remain or abide -
on any settlement or property belonging to or in the possession or under the care
or management of any person or persons as before mentioned, in his respective parish
or precinct, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, to associate with
himself two other justices of the peace of the same parish or precinct, who together
shall inquire ito the grounds of the said information or complamt, er of the sus-
picion as aforesaid; and in case such information or complaint, or such suspicion
shall appear to be probable and well founded, shall cause the person or persons
informed against or complamed of, or so suspected, to be summoned. to be and
appear before them, at some time and place’ in such summons to be specified, to
answer to such information or complaint, or to be examined on the subject’of such
suspicion as aforesaid, and also all other persons necessary to give evidence concern-
ing the matters charged in such information or complaint, or the subject of such.
suspicion as aforesaid, to be examined touching their knowledge. of the same;
and the person or persons so informed against, complained of, or _ suspected,
shall be enjoined and commanded by the said summons to produce at the same
time and place before such justices so: associated, all and every or any such
African or other person or persons as le shé or they shall have in his her or
their possession, as a slave or slaves, or hired, employed, harboured, or entertained
by him her or them, or in anywise abiding or being on: his her or their settlement
cr property, or on any settlement or property im his heror their possession in the right of
anyother person, or under his her or their care or management as aforesaid; and in case
it shall appear on such examination and inquiry as aforesaid, to the satisfaction of the
said justices, that such African or other person or persons hath or have been unlawfully
mported from Africa or elsewhere, contrary to any of the prohibitions or provisions in
this Act or the said recited Acts contained, and have been sold or disposed of within
the said Island as a slave or slaves, or placed, detained and kept in a state of slavery, ©
such African or other slave or slaves shall, for the purpose of condemnation merely, be
deemed, taken and adjudged to be unlawfullyimported slaves, and be liable to for-
feiture in such and the same way as if they had been proceeded against and adjudged
liable to forfeiture under the said first recited Act; and the said jastices shall ac-
cordingly proceed to condemn such African or other slave or slaves as forfeited to

is Majesty, nevertheless for such purposes only as are mentioned and contained in
the said first recited Act concerning slaves and natives of Africa seized and condemned
under the provisions of that Act. nt
And be it further enacted by the ‘authority aforesaid, ‘That in case any person.

against whom any-such information shall be laid, and who shail be summoned as
aforesaid, shall keep his or her gates shut, or shall keep him or herself out of the
Way, or secrete him or herself, so that that the officer directed to execute the said
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summons, shall not be able to serve the same personally, the affixing a copy thereof
to the gate, or the leaving out such copy at the dwelling-house of such person, shal}
(due proof thereof being made upon affidavit) be taken as a service thereof, and
be deemed to be as good and valid in the law asif the original thereof had been ex.
hibited to the person named therein.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall be
lawful for the three justices of the peace associated as aforesaid, in case such person or
persons informed against, complained of or suspected as aforesaid, shall not appear
before them at the time and place required by the summons aforesaid, upon due
proof on oath being made of the service thereof as aforesaid, to issue their warrant to
the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, or any lawful constable, for the appre-
hending and bringing before them such person or persons, or to proceed in the
examination of, and adjudication upon the information or complaint, im the absence
of theparty complained of as aforesaid, as in their discretion shall seem fit.

_ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases wherein any
such African or other person or persons as aforesaid shall be refused or neglected to
be brought before the three justices associated in the manner before directed, by any
person or persons hiring, employing, harbouring or entertaiming, or having such
African or other person or persons in his her or their possession, or suffering such
African or other person or persons to remain or abide in his her or their settlement
or property, or on any settlement or property in his her or their possession in the
right ofany other person, or under his her or their care or management, when re.
quired so to do by any summons as aforesaid, or otherwise commanded by such
justices as aforesaid, it may and shall be lawful for the said justices, and they are
hereby required to-issue their warrant for the apprehending and bringing before them
all such African or other person or persons as aforesaid, concerning whom such in-
formation or complaint as aforesaid shall have been made, or such suspicion as afore-
said shall lie, or who shall in anywise appear to such justices to be on any settlement
or property belonging to any such person or persons as aforesaid, or in his her or
their possession, or under his or their care or management; which warrant shall be
directed to the provost marshal or any of his lawful deputies, or any lawful constable,
who are hereby directed and enjomed to execute the same.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or
persons shall not on demand made, open his, her, or their gates to any deputy
marshal, or any constable charged with any such warrant as aforesaid, it shall and
may be lawful for any such deputy marshal or constable, (but nevertheless in the
presence and under the diréction of a justice of the peace,) to break open the same
gates, in order to apprehend any African or other person or persons, concerning
whom such information or complaint as aforesaid shall have been made or such sus-
picion shall lie ; and such person or persons shall forfeit each the sum of one hundred
and forty pounds for every African or other person or persons so proved to have been
hired, employed, harboured, or entertained by or in anywise in his, her, or their pos-
session, or suffered to remain or abide on his, her, or their settlement or property, or
on. any settlement or property in or under his, her, or their possession, care, or
management in the right of any other person, contrary to the true intent and meaning
of this Act, and who shall not be produced as hereinbefore directed; and in
case any person or persons shall otherwise resist any such officer in apprehending
and taking up any such African or other person or persons as aforesaid, under the
authority hereby given, and according to the meaning of this Act, every such person
so offending, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred and forty pounds for every such
offence ; and the justices aforesaid cre hereby authorized and empowered to commit
the offender or offenders to the common gaol of the county wherein the offence shall
have been committed, there to remain without bail or mainprize until he, she, or they —
shall have duly paid the several penalties incurred as aforesaid, which penalties
shall be to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of
the government of this Island.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in order to prevent any
doubts arising, whether the aforesaid mentioned proceedings under the authority of
this Act shall be considered as a criminal or a civil process; and in order to sustam
_the legality of any warrant issued to apprehend or commit such person or persons 2s
shall offend herein, it is hereby declared, that every such process is and shall be taken.
to be of a criminal nature ; and that any such particular description as shall be suffi-

cient
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cient to ascertain the person of any such African, or other person or persons unlaw-

fully imported as aforesaid, or to discriminate such from any others, shall be deemed
g sufficient specification of any such African or other person or persons, in any
warrant issued under and by virtue of this Act: Provided always, that if any levy
be made or judicial or mesne process executed in any civil cause, on occasion of the
execution of any warrant issued by virtue of this Aet, every such levy, and the ex-
ecution of every such process, shall be null and void to all intents and purposes ; and.
that every person making such levy, or executing or attempting to execute any such
process, shall be liable to answer for the same in damages to the party aggrieved
thereby.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in any proceedings under
the authority of this Act, it shall be lawful for the parties, the subjects thereof, if
desirous of so doing, to appeal from the decision of any justice of the peace associ-
ated as aforesaid, before whom shal] have been tried any questiontouching any African
or other person or persons held or detained in slavery as aforesaid, to the governor,
lieutenant governor, or person exercising the functions of governor for the time
beingof this Island in council, or giving notice to that effect to such justices with-
in the space of fourteen days next after such decision shall be made; and such jus-
tices are hereby required on receiving such notice, to transmit or cause to be trans-
mitted forthwith, true copies of all such examinations and proceedings as have been
had and taken in any such question, certified under their respective hands and seals
to the governor, lieutenant governor, or person exercising the functions of governor ;
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whereupon he shall cause notice to be served upon the person or persons claiming-
any such African or other person or persons as aforesaid, and all other proper and
necessary parties to appear before him in council, together with such African or
other person or persons for examination by an early day to be for that purpose
appointed; and the said governor, lieutenant governor, or person exercising the -
functions of governor in council, shall make such orders and regulations as shall
seem meet and expedient for safe custody, and disposal and support:ofany such
African or other person or persons, the subject of any such question as aforesaid,
until the same shall be finally determined, and shall afterwards examine into the de-
cision of the said justices, and shall make such order therein as shall seem just and
proper.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person who shall
be summoned to appear as a witness in pursuance of this Act, and who shall fail to
appear at the time and place set forth in such summons as aforesaid, contrary to the
true intent and meaning of this Act, shall, wpon due proof upon oath being made
of the service thereof, forfeit the sum of fifty pounds for every such offence.:

And it is hereby further enacted and declared by the authority aforesaid, That
every person who shall bond fide attend, or be bondfide on his way to attend, or. on-
his return from attending any justice or justices of the peace, by virtue of any sum-
mons for any of the purposes of this Act, shall be entitled to and receive the
like privilege from arrest or detention under any civil process whatsoever, as any.
suitor, party or witness attending any court is by law entitled to receive; and if
therefore any person shall be so arrested or detained, any judge ofthe supreme
court of jndicature of this Island, or justice of assize, on its beg made to appear
to his satisfaction that such persons so arrested or detained did bond jide attend, or
wasbond fide on his way to attend, or on his return from attending, any justice or
Justices of the peace, by virtue of any summons, for any of thepurposes of this Act,
altand be and is hereby required forthwith to discharge the person so arrested or
cetamed. .

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person so
summoned as a witness, or who shall appear voluntarily before the said justices as a
witness, and shall thereafter refuse to be examined upon oath touching the maiters
and things in question before such justices, they the said justices are hereby
authorized and empowered to commit the offender or offendersto the common gaol ”
of the county wherein the offence shall have been committed, as for a contempt of
court, for a period not exceeding three months. °

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any person so
summoned, or appearing before the said justices to give evidence as aforesaid, shall
on examination be guilty ofany false or wilful prevaricating, he or they being thereof
lawfully convicted, shall incur and suffer the pains and penalties inflicted by law on
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such persons as shall commit, or shall suborn any person to commit unlawful and
corrupt perjury.

_And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That after any condemnation
of any African, or other person or persons unlawfully imported as aforesaid,
under the provisions of the said recited Acts or of this present Act, the justices by
whom such condemnation shall be made, shall certify the same to the governor, or
person exercising the functions of governor of this Island, to the end that such
African, or other person or persons unlawfully imported, may be dealt with according
to the provisions of the said first recited Act m such cases. -.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
passing of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any negro arriving in any ship or vessel
from any port without the said Island, in any port or place within the sanie, otherwise
than as hereinafter is mentioned and permitted, to land without a permit in writing
from the naval officer,. or his deputy, of such port where the ship or vessel shall have
arrived, (except such seafaring negroes as shall be bondside employed as mariners on
board such ship or vessel,) on pain, if free, of being liable to be apprehended by any of
His Majesty’s subjects, and of being committed by any justice of the parish wherein

_ the offence shall be committed, to close confinement in any of the gaols of this Island
for any period not exceeding three months, or if not free, of bemg committed by
any justice to the nearest public workhouse, and tq be there kept for safe custody arid
protection for a space of time not less than three months, and for the purpose of
further proceeding in their behalf as they shall seem expedient, and circumstances
may require ; and in all such cases the like reward and charges shall be allowed to all
persons taking up any such negro or negroes so transgressing, as are allowed for
taking up runaways by the laws now in force respectiig runaway slaves.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
passing of this Act, the master or commander of any ship, vessel, or boat which
shall arrive in any port of this Island from any port without the same, (except any
ship, vessel, or boat of His Majesty) shall immediately on his arrival declare upon
oath in writing to the naval officer, or his deputy, of such port, whether there is or
are to the best of his knowledge any negro or negroes, or any slaves on board his
vessel, not being a negro or negroes, or slave or slaves bond fide belonging to his’
said vessel, and employed in navigating the same; and in his said declaration shall
specify the number and sex or sexes of such negroes and such slaves, if any there be
on board his said vessel, the place or places where they were taken on board, and
im cases of slaves, the name or names of their respective owners or proprietors, and
such further particulars concerning them and each of them as shall have come to his
knowledge ; and shall also at the same time render on oath to the said naval officer
or his deputy, an account and list in writing of all such seafaring negroes and slaves
on board the said ship, vessel or boat, as belong thereto and are employed in
navigating the same.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the master or com-
mander of any such ship, vessel, or boat so arriving as aforesaid, who shall refuse or
neglect to make such declaration on oath, or to render such account and list on
oath as aforesaid, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred
and forty pounds for each and every such negro or other slave who shall have been on
board at the time of the arrival of such ship, vessel, or boat as aforesaid, one moiety
whereof shall be to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the support of the
government of this Island, and the other moiety to the informer or informers, who
shall sue for the same, to be recovered before any two magistrates acting in and
for the parish in which such offence shall have been committed; and that. it shall
be lawful for the collector and comptroller of the customs of the port, and of the
naval officer or his deputy, where such ship, vessel, or boat shall have arrived, and
they are hereby required and enjoined to detain such ship, vessel, orboat as aforesaid
until the same shall have been paid.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be lawful .
for any master or commander of any such ship, vessel, or boat arriving in any port of
this Island from any port without the same, to land or suffer to be landed any negro
or negroes, or any slave orslaves not being a negro or negroes, slave or slaves bond
Jide belonging to the said ship, and employed in navigating the same (in which case
all such negroes and slaves shall be under the regulations. and restrictions herein-

before
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before provided and declared for seafaring negroes and slaves employed in navigating

yessels to and from this Island,) without a permit in writing trom the naval officer

or his deputy of such port where he shall have arrived, under the pain of forfeiting

the sum of one hundred and forty pounds for every such negro or slave so landed;_

one moiety of which penalty shall be to His Majesty, his heirs and‘successors, for and

towards the support of the government of this Island, and the other moiety to the

informer who shall sue for the same, and of suffering the further punishment of|

imprisonment, not exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize, m the common

gaol, on conviction of such offence before anythree magistrates of the parish or

recinct wherein it shall be committed. .

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That im case any such master or
commander, or other person or persons as aforesaid, shall be guilty of any false and
wilful prevaricating in taking the oaths aforesaid, or shall unlawfully and corruptly.

procure or suborn any person to take the said oath falsely, he or she being thercot
duly convicted, shall for every such offence incur the pains and penalties inflicted by
law on all such persons as shall commit wilful perjury, or shall procure or suborn any
person to commit any wilful or corrupt perjury. .

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the naval officer, or his
lawful deputy, of the several ports of this Island, shall be entitled, for taking the de-
claration of the master or commander of any ship, vessel or boat, and the account and
list as aforesaid, and for administering the several oaths by this Act required, (which
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oaths they or either of them are hereby authorized and empowered to administer,) and ~
for making out and granting the permit in writing for landig any such negro or
negroes, or slave or slaves as aforesaid, to demand a fee of ten shillmgs for every
such negro or slave so permitted to be landed, to be paid by the person applying for.
the same, before such negro or negroes, slave or slaves shall be landed; which fees.
shall be in full compensation to such naval officer and his deputies for the additional
duty imposed on them by this Act. .
And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, That the naval officer, or his ©

deputy, of the several ports of this Island, shall not grant to any master or com- ~
mander of any ship, vessel or boat so arriving as aforesaid, any permit before such
declaration on oath has been made by the master as is herembefore mentioned, under
the penalty of one hundred and forty pounds for every negro or other slave, to be
recovered in the supreme court, or either of the courts of assize in this Island; such
penalty to be to the use of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the support of
the government of this Island.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That in case any attempt shall
be made by any person or persons fraudulently and clandestinely to land any negro or
negroes, or any slave or slaves from on board any ship or vessel in any port, har-
bour, bay or creek, or elsewhere on the sea-coast of this Island, contrary to the said
recited Acts or this present Act, it shall and may be lawful to and for any'of His
Majesty’s subjects, and he and they is and are hereby required to seize and appre-
hend any such negro or negroes, slave or slaves, and to carry him and them before
the nearest magistrate, who shall associate with himself two other justices ofthe same
precinct, and who together shall examine into the fact of such attempt to land such
negro or negroes, slave or slaves, and on due proof thereon, (unless the same shall
well and ‘satisfactorily appear to have been caused by shipwreck or other unavoidable
or irresistible necessity,) the said justices shall forthwith adjudge and condemn such
negro or negroes as unlawfully imported slaves, and as forfeited to the crown, in the
manner and for the purposes before directed, in respect to natives of Africa or others
unlawfully obtained in slavery, and condemned as slaves forfeited to His Majesty by
virtue of the said recited Acts and of this present Act.
’ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That in all cases where any
African or other person or persons shall be finally condemned as slaves to His Ma-
jesty’s. use under the provisions of this Act, there shall be paid by the receiver general
of this Island, or his lawful deputy, to the person or persons who shall inform against
any one offending against the same, so as to lead to his or her conviction, the sum of

fifty pounds of current money of this Island, for every African or other person that
shall be so condemned as aforesaid; and the said justices shall, upon every such con-
demnation being made under the authority of this Act, issue an order under their
respective hands and seals, directed to the said receiver general, or his lawful deputy,
for the payment of all such sum and sums of money, by way of bounty as aforesaid,
to’ which the person or persons therein named shall or may be respectively entitled.
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JAMAICA, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That ifany person or persons
“—\---~” shall at_any time be sued or prosecuted for any thing by him or them done or

executed in pursuance and under the authority of this Act, such action or prosecution
shall be commencedwithin three months next after the offence shall have been com-
mitted, and that the defendant or defendants therein may plead the general issue
“ not guilty,” and give this act and the special matter in evidence at any trial to be
had thereupon, and that the same was done in pursuance and under the authority of
this act; and if the same shall appear to have been so done, that the jury shall find
a verdict for the defendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff or plantiffs shall become
nonsuit, or suffer a discontinuance of his her or their action, or if a verdict shall
pass against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall have treble
costs, and have the like remedy for the same as any defendant or defendants hath or
have for costs of suit in any other cases by law.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no writ shall be sued
out against, nor any copy of any process at the suit of a subject shallbe served on
any justice of the peace, or any person acting under his orders or directions, for any
thing by him or them done in pursuance of this act, or in the execution of or by
reason of the powers given them by this act, until notice in writing of such intended
writ or process shall have been delivered to him or them, or left at the usual place of
his abode, by the attorney or agent for the party who intends to sue, or cause the
same to be sued out or served, at least one calendar month before the suing out or
serving the same; in which notice.shall be clearly and explictly contained the cause of
action which such party hath or claimeth to have against such justice of the peace,
or other person acting under his order or directions as aforesaid; on the back ofwhich
notice shall be indorsed the name of such attorney or agent, together with the place
of his abode; and no plaintiff shall recover any verdict against such justice, or any
person acting under his order or directions as aforesaid, in any case where the action
shall be grounded, or any thing by him or them done under or in pursuance or in
execution, or by reason of the powers by this act given to him or them, unless it is
proved upon trial of such ection that such notice was given as aforesaid; but in
default thereof, such justice, or other person acting under his or their orders or
direction, es aforesaid, shall recover a’verdict and costs as aforesaid; and no evidence
shall be permitted to be given by the plaintiff on the trial of any such action as
aforesaid, of any cause of action, except such as is contained inthe notice hereby
directed to be given as aforesaid.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any justice
of the peace, clerk of the peace, provost marshal, deputy marshal, gaol-keeper,
constable, naval officer, or his deputy, or any other person by whom any thing is
directed by this act to be done and performed, shall refuse to perform, or shall
neglect his duty in any thing required by this act to be done, for which default no
penalty is hereinbefore provided, every such person. so offending shall forfeit the
sum of fifty pounds for every such neglect or refusal.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases whereinany penalty in this act mentioned is directed to be recovered before any justice orjustices of the peace, such justice or justices are hereby empowered and enjoined tocommit the offender or offenders on conviction to the common gaol, there to remain ©witheut bail or mainprize until such penaity or penalties shall be duly paid; andthat all penalties not herein directed how they shall be recovered, shall be recoveredin the supreme court of judicature, or in the court of assize of this Island, by
actions of debt, bill, plamt or information, wherein, as also in all actions or suits
brought for penalties hereinbefore expressly: directed to be recovered in the supremecourt or courts of excise, no essoign, protection, wager of law, imparlance, or in-junction shall be granted or allowed, or non vult ulterius prosegui be entered.

Passed this Council, 12th December one thousand eight hundred and sixteen.
- . _ W. Bullock, Clerk of Council.

I Consent, this 19th day of December one thousand eight hundred and sixteen.
Manchester.

Passed the Assembly this 2d day of December one thousand eighthundred and
sixteen. James Lewis, (Speaker.) —

Vera copia exten.
| HW. Bullock, See:
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N° 4.

SAINT VINCENT.

A BILL for establishing a Registry of Negro and other Slaves, in the
Island of Saint .Vincent and its Dependencies.

WHEREAS it is expedient that a periodical return of the several negro and
other slaves in these Islands should be made from time to time,. for the purpose o
ascertaining the numbers and identifying the persons of such negro and other slaves,
and their progressive increase and decrease : And whereas such returns will be best
accomplished by means of a Public Registry bemg established for the registration
and enrolment of the several negro and other slaves, in manner heremafter
mentioned: May it therefore please Your most Excellent Majesty, that it be
enacted, and be it enacted byYour Majesty’s Governor, Council and Assembly of this
your Island of Samt Vincent and its dependencies; and it is hereby enacted and
ordained by the authority of the same, That from and after the.passing of this Act,
there shall be established in these Islands a Public Registry for the registration and
enrolment, in manner hereinafter directed, of the names and descriptions of all
negroes, mulattoes or others, who now are, or at any time hereafter shall be held
in a state of slavery within the said Island and its dependencies, and who shall be
respectively registered or returned for registration, as hereinafter directed, on or
before the - from the passing of this Act.

And be it further enacted, That the secretary of these Islands shall provide the
necessary books, strongly and durably bound, for the purpose of the registry and
enrolment hereinafter directed; in which books shall be entered and. repustered, as
hereinafter directed, the names and descriptions of all the slaves in these Islands.

And be it further enacted, That on or before the day of
next, every person who shall then be resident in these Islands, and who shall be in
possession of any slaves or slave within the same, whether as proprietor, mortgagee,
trustee, sequestrator and receiver, lessee, manager or attorney, guardian or com-
mittee, or in any other right or character whatever his or her title, trust or interest
im any such slaves or slave may be, shall respectively make and deliver or cause to be
made and delivered in upon oath to the secretary of these Islands, or his lawful
deputy, to be recorded by the said secretary, such schedules, lists and: particulars in
writing, subscribed by him her or them, and to be called his herortheir returns of
slaves, as are hereinafter mentioned, (that is to say) A list or schedule in writing
containmg in the first place his or her own name and description, and the name
and description of such other person or persons, being the owner or owners, claimant
or claimants of such slave or slaves on whose behalf the return is made, and: the
right or character in which the party making such return holds possession of and
claims title to such slave or slaves, namely, whether as proprictor, lessee, mortgagee,
sequestrator, guardian, committee, trustee, receiver, executor, administrator, attorney
or otherwise, and shall proceed to name, describe and enumerate distinctly therein
the several negro, mulatto or other slaves then belonging to or held in possession by
him her or them, by lists, to be entitled in manner following; (that is to say)
“ A list of slaves belonging to or in the possession of A.B. And such lists shall
be divided into separate columns or compartments, the one to be entitled, “‘ A gene-
“ral List of Male Slaves belonging to or in the possession of A. B.”? The other,
“ A general List of Female Slaves belonging to or in the possession of 4. B.”? The
schedule or paper containing each of the said columns to be subdivided into perpen-
dicular columns of convenient breadths respectively, entitled at the heads thereof,
Names, Colour, Employment, Age, and Country ; and the more clearly to distinguish
the description of each particular slave, ‘as many horizontal lines, with convenient
spaces between them, shall be drawn across the said perpendicular lines or columns,
as are equal in number to the number of slaves to be inserted in each list ; and in
the first of the said columns shall be inserted the name of each slave, and the name
by which each slave shall first be returned and registered shall continue for ever
after to be the name of such slave, and shall not afterwards be changed; in the
second of the said columns shall be inserted, Negro, Muletto or Mustec, as the case
may mes or such designation of intermediate shades of colour (if any) as are in use
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in these.colonies ; in the third of the said columns, shall be inserted the particular
trade, occupation or ordinary employment of the slave, specifymg in the cases of
mechanics, artisans or handicraftsmen, the particular act or business in which he or
she is usually employed ; in the cases of domestic slaves, the particular domestic
service or department in which he or she is usually employed; and in cases of ordi.
nary plantation slaves, describing them as labourers only : in the fourth of the said
columns shall be inserted the age of the slaves, according to the best of the knowledge
and belief of the owner or other party making the return ; and in the fifth of the
said columns shall be inserted not only whether the slave is an African -or Creole
negro, but, if an African, the name of the country and district of Africa from
which he or she was brought, to the best of the knowledge and belief of theparty
making the return; and if a Creole slave, the fame of the Island or Colony in
which such slave was born or from which he or she was brought, according to the
best of the knowledge or information and belief of the owner or other party making
the return: and at the end of the said returns respectively shall be summed up and
set down in words at length the whole number of slaves then belonging to or in the
lawful possession of the owner or owners, claimant or claimants on whose behalf
such returns are ntade. And for the better ascertaining of the proper form of such
returns of slaves as are hereby required to be made, a form or example of such returns
as are hereby required to be made is contained in a schedule to this Act annexed, to
which all persons are required, as far as shall be found practicable, to conform.

And be it further enacted, That every person making and subscribing any and
every such schedule or return, shall cause the same to be delivered.to the secretary,
or his lawful deputy, at his office in the said Island, having first made oath, to the
purport or effect following, before one of the justices of the peace in these Islands;
such oath to be annexed to the said return. -

“ T, A.B. [name the. deponent,|do solemnly Swear, That the Schedule or Re-.
“ turn now by me delivéred to be recorded, contains, as I verily believe, a just;
“true, and full return, account and description of all the slaves belonging to
* Lor, in the lawful possession of the owner or owners, claimant or claimants
“ therein named,|] and being within these Islands, (save and except as to such
** slaves as may have absconded or secreted themselves from their owners, &c.-
** as hereafter mentioned, whose names shall be here set forth ;) and that the
“* said Return is madeby me, according to the best of my knowledge and

belief ; and after having made diligent inquiry, no one of the said slaves has
“* been imported into these Islands contrary to an Act of Parliament, passed
“ ‘in the forty-seventh year of the reign of His present Majesty King George
© the Third, intituled, ‘“‘ An Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade,”

. “ So help me GOD.”

And be it further enacted, ‘That as soon as any such returns or schedules as afore-
said shall have been duly made and received by the secretary of these Islands,. he
shall proceed:to register and copy the same, with all convenient speed, ina fair,-
distinct and legible hand, in a proper book or set of books to be kept by the’ said
‘secretary, precisely conformable with the said returns.

-
.

wn

And be it further enacted, That no erasure shall on any pretence, or for any cause
whatsoever, be at any time permitted in any of the said books of registry ; but if any
clerical error shall occur in the insertion of any name, description, or other particular
therein, so that the same shall differ from the name, description, or particulars con-
tained in the schedule or return from which the same was made, or if any other

- mistake shall occur in the making up and keeping the said books of registry, a line of
~ red ink shall be drawn through any word or words improperly inserted, so as to leave
the original word or words legible, andthe correction thereof, by. the insertion of any
word or words which may have been erroneously omitted, shall either be interlined
or written in the margin, and always when practicable by the same hand as the rest of
the same list or entry; and the secretary shall either under such word or words
written in the margin, or under a mark of reference there made to any mark of inter-
lineation, subscribe his name at length; but after the registry of original returns of
slaves shall have been completed and certified upon oath, as hereinafter directed, no
interlineation, insertion or other correction ofthe. registry of any such original
return, shall on any account be made or permitted, except as hereinafter expressly
provided.

And
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And be it further enacted, That an office copy certified by the secretary, of the st. VINCENT.

registered list or schedule of slaves belonging to any plantation, or to any particular

owner or owners, shall at any time after the registering thereof, at the request and On an
: . : : ce copies of the

charge of the owner or owners thereof, or claimant or claimants, or party or parties _,aistered lists or

who made the return of such list or schedule, be made and delivered to him, her, or returns to be deli-

them by the said secretary, and for which they shall be charged no more than at the veredto the owners.

rate of for every slave therein named; and all persons

shall have free liberty to inspect the said registry books, in the presence of the

secretary or his assistants, for the purpose of ascertaining that the returns and lists

or schedules by them and on their behalf delivered have been accurately registered in

manner aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, That when and so soon as all the original returns oY Clause gth.

schedules, which shall have been delivered to the secretary of these Islands pursuant When all the re-

to this order, shall have been entered and registered as aforesaid, the secretary shall turns areregistered,

ive notice thereof forthwith to the governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander nonce thereof to be

in chief of these Islands for the time being, and such governor, lieutenant governor, oeane of supplying

or civil commander in chief shall thereupon publicly notify to the inhabitants of these omissions within a

Islands, in such manner as he shall deem most fit and effectual, that the registry limitedtime to be

ofslaves is ready to be verified before him, as far as respects the original registry of therein specified,
slaves, and that the same is and will continue open at the proper office, for the
inspection of all persons who have made returns of slayes for insertion therein, or
who are desirous of such inspection, for the term of . from the date of
such notification, to the intent that all persons interested may be satisfied of the
accuracy of the said registry; and also, that if any owners or possessors of slaves
within or belonging to these Islands shall from any accident or unavoidable impedi-
ment, have till that time omitted to return full and proper schedules or lists of their
slaves into the said registry, as by this act is required, they must immediately apply
to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commanderin chief, who upon

satisfactory proof that such omission has not been wilful, has power to make an
order for the admission and registration or correction of their returns or schedules
by the secretary.

And be it further enacted, That if during the term prescribed by the said last- Clause oth.
mentioned notification, any owner or possessor, owners or possessors of slaves shall Governor may di-
apply to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief, and rect returns to be
make it appear to his satisfaction that the nondelivery of his her or their return or recedved and Tegis-
returns of slaves to the said secretary, within the term before prescribed, or any limited time, in
default or omission in such return or returns, has arisen from accident or some other cases of accident or
cause, which may appear to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil com- unavoidable impe-
mander in chief, as a satisfactory ground for complyingwiththe requestof the said poateaetaults
party, and not from any wilful delay or default, and shall then produce his her or
their return or returns, or corrected return or returns, and make oath that no slave
therein named has been imported or brought into these Islands within
then next preceding, it shall and may be lawful for the said governor, lieutenant.
governor, or civil commander in chief, if he shall think fit, to make an order in

writing, by him subscribed and addressed to the said secretary, commanding him to
receive and. register any such return or returns, or corrected return or returns, asif |

the same had been delivered in due time: which order the secretary is hereby
required to obey, so as every such new or corrected return may be registered in the
said books, in manner aforesaid, before the end of the said term of
last before mentioned.

And be it further enacted, That at the end of the said last-mentioned term Clause 10th.
of the secretary shall proceed finally to close and authenticate The primary or
the primary or original registration of all the slaves in these Islands, which shal] originalregistration
thenceforth be called the Original Registry of Slaves of the Island of Saint Vincentof Slaves, howtobe
and its Dependencies, in manner following (to wit) in each of the said books, or in the closed, eee
last of any set of such books, the said secretary shall write with his own hand, in large
legible characters immediately after the last entry of the said returns or lists of

slaves, either on the same folio. or double page, or on the back of the last leaf
containing the same— “ Here ends the original registry of slaves of the Island of

St. Vincent and its Dependencies;” and the said secretary shall thereto subscribe his
name and affix his seal of office; and belowthe said signature shall be written, in
-<tr by the said secretary, the following affidavit:

bnemmenee

Clause 7th.

* Before
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ST. VINCENT. “ Before 4. B. [inserting the name and title of the governor, lieutenant
| ** governor, or civil commander in chieffor the time being’), personally

“* appeared C. D. [naming himself,] the secretary of slaves in this island of
“¢ SaintVincent andits Dependencies,whobeing swornon the Holy itvangelists,
“* makes oath and says, That he the said C. D. has twice carefully examined
“* and compared all the preceding entries in this book [or, this set of beoks];
‘* with all the different returns of slaves. deliveredto him, or to his know.
** ledge and belief, to any deputy, clerk, or assistant by him appointed, first
‘** by examming the said entries while his clerk or assistant reac theoriginal
** returns respectively entered therein, -and afterwards by examining the said
* returns while his clerk or assistant read the said entries in the book [or, set
** of books| respectively made therefrom, and that he is enabled thereby to
** depose, and does depose that the preceding ‘original registry of slaves of
* the Island of St. Vincent and its Dependencies is in all respects correctly

‘* and faithfully made.”

Which affidavit, being subscribed by the said secretary, shall be sworn before the said
governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief, who shall subjoin thereto
the following Certificate under his hand and the great seal of these Islands:

“I. A. B. [inserting his name and title of office, do hereby Certify, That

an

** the above Affidavit was duly sworn before me, this day of
‘ one thousand eight hundred and
“* ‘Witness my hand, and the great seal of these Islands, this

| © day of one thousand eight hundred and _
. “ A.B” (1. 8.) ©

Mlause vith, And be it further Enacted, That after the expiration of three years, to be com-
After the expiration puted from the time when any such original registry shall be completed and
the completion of authenticated as aforesaid, and after every succeeding period of years
the original registry, im times to come, on the first day of January in the next following year, or within
and after each suc- after that day, every person resident in these Islands, who shall be
ceeding periodof in the lawful possession of any slave or slaves within these Islands, whether as pro-
to be linea prietor or mortgagee, Sequestrator, trustee or receiver, lessee, manager or attorney,
containing an committee or guardian, or in any other character, or who shall own or possess any.
account ofall births personal slave or slaves whatsoever within these Islands, whatsoever his or her title,
and deathsofslaves trust, or interest in any such slave or slaves may be, shall make and deliver, or cause
returns, © to be made and delivered upon oath to the secretary of these Islands for the time

, being, an account or schedule in writing, by him or her subscribed, to be called
“ The Return of Slaves,” containing a true and particular account of all
births and deaths of slaves belonging to the person or persons on whose behalf such
return is made, within the _ ‘years next preceding, since the said original
or last returns were made, and also an account of all deductions from.
or additions to the former stock of slaves belonging to or in the lawful possession
of such person or persons, within the same period, by other means than deaths or
births, whether the same shall have happened by permanent desertion, sale, or other.
transfer of property, or enfranchisement, or by the return of fugitive or absent
slaves, or by any other lawful ways and means whatsoever; which particular cause
or mode of deductionor addition shall in all cases be distinctly specified in such
last-mentioned returns;and in cases of purchase in other acquisition, or of sale or.
other transfer, or manumission of slaves formerly registered, the registered name
and description of every such newly purchased or acquired, or transferred or manu-

With an account of Mutted slave, or of his or her former owner or owners, claimant or claimants, shall
all deductions from also be set forth at large in such return; and every such return shall
or additions to the also contain all such further particulars in respect of every newly acquired slave
former stock of . named therein, as are hereinbefore directed to be contained in the said original
slaves by other returns; and when by the death of the owner or any other cause, there sball have

been, within the period te which the return relates, any change of property in and
possession of any slave from the owner or owners, such change of property and
possession shall also be mentioned in the said returns, and such returns shall also:
state the whole number of slaves then belonging to or possessed by the person or
persons mentioned in such return; but when there has been no alteration since the
last return in the number or description of the slaves belonging to or possessed by
the person by or for whom the return is made, or the property thereof, it shall be
sufficient to state the whole number of slaves, and to add, * No alteration required
‘* by law to be specified has taken place since the last return.” A l—-

nd
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And be it further enacted, That any person making and subscribing any such ' ST. VINCENT.
‘return, shall take the following oath before any one of His Majesty?s ————__—_

justices of peace duly qualified in the said Islands :

« J, A. B. do solemnly Swear, That the contents of the Schedule or Return
“* now by me delivered are true, and that the same contains,,to the best of
“ my knowledge and belief, a full, fair and correct account of all the births
“« and deaths which have happened among the slaves belonging to or pos-
“ sessed by [the owner or owners therein named], and bemg within these
“ Islands since the registration thereof [or, during the last. years|,
«* and of all other additions to or deductions from the said slaves, within the
« same period, and of the whole number of slaves now actually belonging to
“ or in the lawful possession of the said .

«© So help me GOD.”
And be it further enacted, That if any person who by this Act is directed to

make and deliver a return of the slaves in his or her possession for registration as
aforesaid, shall omit or neglect so to do, whereby such slave or slaves shall be
omitted to be duly registered in the original or any subsequent registry pursuant
to this Act, every such person so offending shall forfeit. for every slave omitted to
be registered as aforesaid, the sum of — pounds of sterling money, to be
recovered in such manner as any other penalty or forfeiture may be recovered in
these Islands, by any law thereof, the one moiety of such penalty to be to the use
of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the support of the government of these
Islands, and the other moiety to the person suing for the same; and in case the
party so offending shall have possession of any such slave or slaves omitted to be
registered as aforesaid, in the capacity ofmortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver,
manager or attorney, guardian or committee for any other or others, or in any
other right or character whatever, such person shall not only forfeit for every slave.
omitted to be registered as aforesaid, the like sum of _ ~ pounds sterling
money, to be recovered and go in manner hereinbefore stated, but shall moreover
be liable to the civil suits or actions of all and every person or persons who shall
or may sustain any damage or injury by such omission as aforesaid, and who, besides

Clause 12th.
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full reparation for every such damage or injury, shall recover against the party
offending double costs of suit.

And whereas it may happen in some instances,.that owners and possessors of
slaves with these Islands, at the time of the said first or original registration, or
of some subsequent -registration, may, from accident or unavoidable impediment,
omit to return the same for registration within the times hereby respectively limited
for that purpose, or that persons in possession of slaves not their own absolute
property,. may wilfully or negligently make such omission, without the concurrence
or consent of the absent owners or persons mterested in such slaves; Be it there-
fore enacted, That if any owner or owners, possessor or possessors of slaves
within these Islands, shall have omitted to make his her or their returns thereof
within the time hereinbefore limited for the .said first or original registration, or
subsequent registration, within the time in that respect hereinbefore limited ; and if
such owner or owners, possessor or possessors, or any other person or persons who-

Clause 14th.
Omission of returns
from accident or
unavoidable impe-
diment, or default
of persons not the
absolute owners, to
be supplied on
applying to the
Governor, stating
thefacts of the case,

at the time of such omission was, or who shall have since become the owner or pos-_
sessor, whether in his own right or in the right of any other person or persons, of
any slave or slaves so omitted to be returned, shall at any time after making his or
their
Neutenant governor, or civil commander in chief of these Islands, and prove to his
satisfaction, by such credible evidence as from the nature of the case may be rea-
sonably expected and required, that such omission was not wilful, butarose from
some specified accident, or other unavoidable impediment, or from the neglect or.
default of some person or persons other than the true and absolute owner or owners
of the said slave or slaves, or from some other cause, which may to the said governor,
&c. be considered as a satisfactoryground for the complying with the request ofthe said
party, it shall be lawful for such governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in
chief, to order that such party-or parties somaking his her or their return:
next after such omission or default to the said secretary, shall be at liberty to insert
the names and descriptions, and all other particulars hereinbefore required, of and
telating to all and every slave or slaves, the subject of any such former omission or de-
faults and also in such return such account as is hereinbefore directed, of the births

336. a a an

return next after any such omission or default, apply to the governor,
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ST. VINCENT, and deaths, and of all other deductions from and additions to the steck of slaves ip———~--—-~ respect of which such return is made, which shall have occurred within the preced-ing years; and such return when duly made and registered, together with the causéof the former omission or default, and the date of the order for supplying the same,"which shall be certified and signed by the said secretary on thezegistry of such returnin the proper books, shall from thenceforth be deemed and taken:to be as valid andeffectual for all the purposes of this Act, as if the matters therein contained hadbeen duly returned and registered at the proper period.
Clause 15th. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if any secretary shall, in thefea nice bewile exercise of his said. office, wilfullyrefuse to receive forregistration any return, ortoregistration by the Make any entry which he ought to receive and make according to the directions herein.secretary, or ifhe contained, and the true intent and meaning of this act, or shall knowingly and wil-Take any fraudu- fully, contrary to the-said directions and to the true intent and meaning hereof, re.dent entries or era- geive for registration any return, or make or cause or suffer to be made any entsures, he shail upon . " . : .eonviction forfeit Which ought not to be so received or made; or in case any secretary shall wilfullyhis office, be subject Make, or knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false or fraudulent entry in theto the pains and hooks of registry in his office, or either. of them, or in any of the said accounts orpenaltiesofforgery, ahetracts hereby directed to be made out, or shall fraudulently erase, obliterate orand be liableto an " wg, : : me :action for damages alter, or knowingly permit or suffer to be fraudulentlyerased, obliterated or altered,by all parties any entry which shall have been duly made in the said books of registry, or either ofaggrieved. them, the said secretary shall, upon conviction ofany such offence, not’ only be liableto all such pains and penalties as ought by the laws in force within these Islands at thetime of such offence, to be inflicted on persons convicted of for ing or fraudulentlyaltering public judicial records, but shall for ever forfeit his said office, andbe inca-pable of ever after holding the same, and shall moreover be liable to the civil suits oractions of all and every person or persons who shall sustain any damage or injury by_ any such offence, who,besides full reparation for every such damage or injury, shallPenalties for such | recover against such secretary double costs of suit. and if any deputy, assistant, or_ offences by other clerk of any secretary shall commit or knowingly permit or suffer to be committed,Persons. any such offence as aforesaid, he shall, upon conviction thereof, not only in like man..Deputies, &c. to besubi ike er be liable to all such pains and penalties‘as ought by the laws of these Islands to be’yect to the like o". . : : : * 8 yee :enalties, and for- inflicted on persons convicted of forging or fraudulently altering public judicial re.eit their office. cords, but shall forfeit such his office or employment, and be incapable ofever afterAll other persons holding the same ; and if any other person or persons in these Islands shall wilfuls0 offendingtohe = make, or cause or procure to be made any false or fraudulerit entry in the said bookssubjectto Une ice of registry, or either of them, or in the said returns, or shall fraudulently erase,aad forfeitto His obliterate or alter, or cause or procure to be erased, obliterated or altered any. entryMajesty allsuch © which shall have been made in the said books of registry or returns, or either of" slaves asshallbe them, every such person or persons so offending shall, upon conviction, not only be.the subject of suchfraudulent entry, Hable to all such pains and penalties as ought by the laws of these Islands to .be in-flicted upon persons convicted of forging or fraudulently altering public judicial re. .cords, but shall forfeit to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, all his her or their.estate, right, title, property and interest in and to any slave or slaves that shall bethe subject or subjects of any such false and fraudulent entry, erasure, obliterationor alteration. .

Clause 16th, And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons making any suchAny persons falsely gyiginal or subsequent return of slaves as aforesaid in these Islands, shall falselypersone ea eave’ and wilfully insert therein any name or names, descriptionor descriptions of anypersons not belong-
nding to him, except slave or slaves, or pretended slave or slaves as shall be so named and described, doth .Tunaway slaves, as not or do not in fact belong at the time of making such return, to him her or them,.ee (except such. slaves as are hereinafter mentioned every such person or persons 50.for eachslaveg Offending, shall forfeit for every slave or pretended slave so falsely returned, the sum

of pounds, sterling money, to be recovered in such manner as any otherpenalty or forfeiture may be recovered in these Islands by any law thereof, the onemoiety thereof to the use of His Majesty his heirs and successors, for the support of
the government ofthese Islands, and the other moiety thereof to the use of such ~yerson as shall inform, sue and prosecute for the same. Provided always, ThatProviso, no person shall be liable to any such penalty or forfeiture as last aforesaid,That such penalty in respect ofany slave or slaves which he or she shall prove.to have been at the ©shall not extend to time of the retura actually employed upon the plantation, or in the service offaally rantsdon the asserted owner or owners, ‘claimant or claimants, to whom the same were repre-the plantation, or in Sented by such return to belong, although he or she shall not be able to prove thatthe service of the the property in such slave or slaves was such as was stated in the ruturn, except. whenowner named in the . thereturn, except when proved that the return was fraudulently or wilfully false,
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the prosecutor shall give evidence beyond the falsification of the return in the ST. VINCENT,
"point of property, to show that the same ‘was fraudulently or wilfully false: Pro- —-_—_—_—_-
vided. also, That uo person shall be liable to any such penalty or. forfeiture as Nor to slaves who
last aforesaid, in respect of any slave or slaves who may have absconded or secreted b@*¢ absconded
themselves from the service or employ of their respective owner or owners, claimant{0™ ‘helt owners,
or claimants, or other person or persons entitled to such slave or slaves, or be out ofers, &c. specify
his heror.their controul at the time of making such original or subsequent return of them in the affida-
slaves as aforesaid, so nevertheless that such owner or owners, claimant or claim-, Vit ™ making re-
ants, or other person or persons do and shall specify the names of all such slaves in forth the bestdew
the affidavit hereinbefore mentioned, and -shall moreover set forth in such return or scription of such
returns, the most faithful and accurate description (which under the circumstances negroes they can
of the case can be furnished) of all absent or missing slave or slaves, together with furnish,wit fe
a particular statement of the facts and circumstances which prevent the owner or which preventthem
owners, Claimant-or claimants, or other person orpersons from complying with the from complying
direction - hereinbefore contained, and making such return as is hereinbefore re- With the obligations
quired. soe : . oo of the act.

And be it further enacted, That the certificate of the secretary of these Islands, Clause 17th,

by him subscribed, certifying any copies or extracts from the books in his office, or Te certificate of¥ cs ‘ a - : -4 the.secretary to be
the non-registration ofany slave or slaves therein, shall be received in all courts and evidence.
byalljudges in His Majesty’s dominions as sufficiént evidence of the authority of.

_ such copy or extract, and a sufficient evidence primafacie of the matters so certi-
fied; saving, nevertheless,to the party or parties against whom such evidence is ad-
duced, the right of contradicting, impeaching, or correcting the same, by an inspec-
tionofand a comparison with the original book or books of registry.

_ And be it further enacted, That the secretary of these Islands shall be entitled Clause 18th.
to. demand: and receive. the following fees of office and no more, (that is to say) for Secretary eee n
receivingand registering every return of any slave or slaves by him registered, the fees, ,
sunof. cog pounds, current money of these Islands, and thefur- - ~
~thersumof o--. of like money for every slave named and de- —
scribed; in such return’; for every search in his registry, the sum of ~
for every certificate by him given and subscribed, the sum
and for.every copy of, or extract from entries in his registry, the sum of
for: very one hundred ‘words therein contained.

‘And be it further enacted, That from and.after the final closing and authenti- Clause 19th.
cation ofsuch original registry as aforesaid, on complaint or information in writing on Afer closing origi-
oath, by any’ party claiming title to any slave or slaves as owner, mortgager, mortgagee, hal registry on title
tenant for life or years, or in remainder, or in reversion or otherwise, or on complaint o slaves,as owner,
orinformation on oathas aforesaid, by any person interested as creditor by judgment &c. complaining of
or otherwise, or claiming any legal or equitable lien upon or against anyslave or ®%¢h slaves being
slaves, or the owner or owners thereof, that such slave or slaves have been. omitted to omitted toeTe
be returned for registration by the party or parties to be named and described in such {o appointreceiver
complaint or information ‘in possession of such slave and slaves and on production ofa of unregistered
certificate from the secretary of these Islands (who is hereby required in all such *!@¥es "eceiverSone . * * * oe “ ' py :. giving security tocases, after making due search in his registry, to deliver the same on payment. of his Feturn lists thereof.
requisite fee) to the party or parties'requiring any such certificate, that no returns
appear in his said registry to have been given in by the party or parties . complained
af, of any such slave or slaves as shall be by him or them named and described, it
shall thereupon be lawful to and for the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil ..
commander in chief of these Islands for the time being, and he is hereby empowered ~
and directed to nominate and appoint by summary order, some fit and proper person
(having due regard to the choice and nomination of the party or parties interested or
complaining) to take possession forthwith as receiver of any such slave or slaves as
shall be then unregistered, belonging to or in the possession of the person or persons
against. whom such information or complaint shall be preferred, and also of any
plantation or other estate or property in the holding or possession of any such person
or. persons to which any such unregistered slave or slaves may be attached or be- --
long: Provided always, that.such receiver so appointed as aforesaid, shall in all
cases be subject to the future order of the court of chancery, and shall not only enter
mto such security as is usuallytaken in cases of receivership, but shall also enter into
further security, in to render to the governor, lieutenant »
Bovernor or civil commander in chief, a full and accurate return of all such slave or

335. slaves
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slaves of which he shall so take possession within after ob-
taining possession; and.the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander
in chief shall adopt all such measures as to him shall seem expedient and necess
for effectually enforcing the due and prompt execution of any such order; and all
and every justice or justices of the peace acting in and for the district wherein such
order is to be executed, and all and every other His Majesty’s subjects, shall be aiding
and assisting therein, when directed for that purpose by any such justice of the peace
as aforesaid, under and subject to a penalty of

And be it further enacted, That every such receiver so appointed as aforesaid,
shall within next after obtaining possession of any such
slave or slaves, render to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander
in chief, a like full and accurate return thereof as is hereimbefore required, for the
purpose of registration, subject to a penalty of for
every slave who shall be omitted therein ; and which return he, the said governor,
lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief shall direct and authorize the
secretary of these Islands to register and enrol in the registry books for slaves —
accordingly.

And be it further enacted, That from and after the any slave _
or slaves not duly registered in pursuance of this Act, shall and may be prosecuted.
for non-registration by any of His Majesty’s subjects, and the same shall be con-
demned as forfeited to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the use of the
government of these Islands, for the purpose of divesting and barring all such pro-
perty, right, title and interest whatever which before existed, or might afterwards
be set up or claimed in or to such slave or slayes so prosecuted and condemned;
and the attorney general of these Islands for the time being shall at the instance
of every such person‘ or persons, and on production of the certificates of the se-
cretary of these Islands of the non-registration of any such slave or slaves, order
and direct the clerk of the supreme court to proceed to inquiry, &c.

(N.B. Apply the directions and proceedings of the gth Geo. ILI. cap. gth, to
this Act.)

And be it further enacted, ‘That on such inquiry being proceeded in as aforesaid,
the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief for the time
being of these Islands, shall make such orders and regulations as to him shall seem
meet and expedient for the safe custody, disposal, employment, and support of
any such slave or slaves so prosecuted for non-registration under the authority of
this Act, until final judgment therein shall be given.

_ And be it further enacted, That in all cases where any slave or slaves shall be
finally condemned to His Majesty’s use as aforesaid, under the authority of this
Act, there shall be paid by the receiver general of these Islands, or his lawful
deputy, to such person or persons as shall give information of the non-registration
of such slave or slaves as aforesaid, so as to lead to the forfeiture of any such slave or
slaves, a bounty not exceeding pounds current money of these
Islands, for every able-bodied slave not exceeding years old, that
shall be so condemned as aforesaid. - ,

And be it further enacted, That in case any person or persons whomsoever shall
be guilty of any false and wilful forswearing in taking any oath under the proceed-
ings of this Act, or shall unlawfully and corruptly procure or suborn any person to
take any such oath falsely, he or she being thereof duly convicted, shall for every
such offence incur the pains and penalties inflicted by law on all such persons as
shall commit wilful perjury, or shall procure and suborn any person to commfit.any
wilful or corrupt perjury. .

And be it further enacted, that all negroes or persons of colour arriving in these
Islands, shall in addition to the regulations imposed by the Alien Act, report them-
selves to the registrar within twenty-four hours after their arrival, and produce
their freedom, signed by the governor, or commander in chief for the time
bemg of some other colony, and in default thereof they shall be deemed runaway.
slaves, and shall be proceeded against according to the law in that case made and
provided. /
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5 ST. VINCENT.SCHEDULE. |

A LIST of SLAVES belonging to (or in the lawful Possession of) 4. B.

 

LIST of Male SLAVES belongingto (or in the Possession of) 4. B.

 

NAMES. Colour. Employment. Age. Country.

 

    
 

LIST of Female SLAVES belonging to (or in the Possession of) A. B.

 

NAMES. Colour. Employment. Age. Country.

 

     
“ The whole number of Slaves belonging to (or in the lawful Possession

“ of) A. B. is
** (A true Return)

| : “4. BY
“ day of one thousand eight hundred and ”?
 

 
 

N° 5.

ANTIGUA.

An ACT for establishing a Registry of Slaves in the Island of Antigua. ANTIGUA.
WHEREAS the inhabitants of Your Majesty’s colonies in the West Indies, are “~~~accused of holding free persons in slavery; and it is a prevailing opinion in the mothercountry, that the restoration of peace has afforded an increasedfacility of evadingthe laws at present in force for the abolition of the slave trade: And whereas aperiodical registration of the slave population, in a precise and definite form, maytend more effectually to prevent the illicit introduction of slaves, and bar allpossi-_bility of encroachment on the rights of freedom; May it therefore please YourMost Excellent. Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by Your Majesty’sGovernor in chief in and over your Islands of Antigua,Montserrat, and, Barbuda,and Your Majesty’s Council and Assembly of this your Island of Antigua, and it ishereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That from and after thepublication of this Act, there shall be established and kept in the town of Saint John,Mm the said Island, an office of public registry for the registration of the names anddescriptions of all hegroes, mulattoes, or other persons, who now are, or shall orMay be at any time hereafter held in a state of slavery within the said Island, andwho shall berespectively ‘returned for registration as hereinafter directed and re-“

quired ;/

’ Clause 1.
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ANTIGUA. , quired; and that it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty, hisheirs and successors,
~ or for the governor or commander in chief of the Islands of Antigua, Montserrat,

and Barbuda, for the time being, by letters patent under the great seal ofthe

‘United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of the said government, to appoint

from time to time, and at all times hereafter, a fit and proper person to discharge

the duties annexed to the said office; and that any.and every such registrar s0

appointed, shall reside within the said Island, and not be at liberty to depart from

therice under pain of forfeiting his said office, without having previously obtained a
license or permission for that purpose from the said governor or commander in chief
for the time being.

ad. And be it further enacted, That on or before the first day of October now

next ensuing, every person who shall be there resident in the said Island, and who
_ shall be in possession of any slave or slaves within the same, either as proprietor,
mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, attorney, executor or guardian,

or in any other right, capacity or character whatsoever, shall make and deliver, or
cause to be delivered to the registrar, at his office in the said Island, suchalist
or particular in writing, subscribed by him or her as is hereinafter mentioned and
defined, that is to say, a list or particular entitled, ‘‘ An original Return of Slaves,’’
which shall be divided into five perpendicular columns of convenient breadth, and
in the first of the said columns shall be inserted the name and description of the
person making the return, and the name and description of the person or
persons on whose behalf the return is made, and the right, capacity, or cha-

racter in which he or she holds possessionof' or claims title to the slave or slaves
returned, namely, whether as proprietor, mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver,

lessee, attorney, executor or guardian, or otherwise; in the second of the said
columns shall be inserted the name or names by which each slave is most generally
or familiarly called or known, (and the name or names by which each slave shall
first be returned and registered, shall continue in any and every subsequent return
to be the name or-names of such slave.) In the third of the said columns shall be
inserted the sex of each slave; in the fourth of the said columns shall be inserted

* Black, or Coloured,” including under the term Coloured, all who are not black;

and in the fifth of the said. columns, shall be inserted the reputed age of each
slave; and at the end of such list or particular shall be set down in words at length
the total number of slaves returned; and for the better preserving a becoming

uniformity in'the said lists or particulars hereby required to be made, an appro-
priate form or exemplar thereof, is comprised in a schedule to this Act annexed,
marked with the letter (A.) and which all persons are enjoined as closely as possible
to imitate. .

3d. And be it further enacted, That every such original return shall be verified or
supported by an affidavit (or if the party making the same be a quaker, by an

affirmation) thereunto annexed, sworn (or affirmed,) before one of His Majesty’s

justices of the peace of the said Island, and to the purport and effect following:

“J, A. B. [naming the deponent or affirmant] do Swear, [or, solemnly Affirm]
‘© That the Return now by me delivered to be registered, contains, to the best

* of my knowledge and belief, a true, faithful, and accurate account and
** description of all the Slaves belonging to me [or, in the lawful possession
“ of the owner or claimant therein named] and being within this Island
“* (save and except as to such slaves as may have absconded as hereinafter
“‘*mentioned, whose names shall be here set forth:) And I do further Swear,
‘“‘ Tor, solemnly Affirm]-That no one of the said slaves has been to my
«« knowledge imported into this Island, contrary to the existing laws for
** abolishing the slave trade.

: “ So help me GOD.”
4th. And be it further enacted, That after the said original returns shall have

been duly made and delivered to. the registrar as aforesaid, he shall proceed with all
‘convenient dispatch to cause the same to be literally transcribed and recorded, ina
fair and legible hand, in'a book or set of books, strongly and durably bound, to be
provided and kept exclusively for that purpose.

5th. And be it further enacted, That no erasure shall on any account or pretence
whatsoever be made in any: of the said books of registry ; but if any clerical or other
error shall be committed, in inserting any name, description, or other particular
therein, a line of red ink shall be drawn through any word or words so improperly
inserted, without effacing the satne, and the correction thereof, by introducing a

substi-
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substituting any other word or words, or otherwise, as the case may be, shall be

hand in which the return so connected shall have been enrolled,) and the registrar

shall, either under such word or words, so noted ‘in the margin, or under a mark

cf reference there made to any such interlineation, subscribe his name at length;

but after the registry of original returns of slaves shall have been completed and

certified upon oath as hereinafter prescribed, no interlineation, alteration, or correction

shall on any aecount be made or permitted to be made therein.

6th. And be it further enacted, That all persons shall at all times between the hours
of nine and three in the day (Sundays excepted) upon tender of the fees hereinafter
mentioned, have free access to, and full liberty to inspect all and every or any of the

said register books, andbe entitled to call for and receive an office copy or copies
of any and every registered return and certificates of the new registration of slaves.

7th. And be it further enacted, That when and so soon as the said original returns
delivered to the registrar agreeably to the provisions of this Act, shall have been
respectively entered,and enrolled as aforesaid, the registrar shall forthwith give notice.
thereof to the governor or commander in chief of the said Island for the time being;

and.such governor or commander in chief for the time being shall thereupon publicly

notify to the inhabitants, in such manner as he shall deem most fit and effectual, that

the registry of slaves is ready to be verified before him, ‘and that the saine is and
will continue open at the proper office for the space of thirty days, fer the inspection
of all persons who may be interested therein.

Sth. And be it further enacted, That if at any time within the term prescribed by
the said notification any owner or possessor of slaves shall make it appear to the said
governor or commander in chief for the time being, that the new delivery of his or
herreturn to the registrar within the allotted period, or any error or omission therein
has‘arisen from accident, insurmountable impediment, or any other sufficient cause, it
shall and may be lawful to and for the said governor or commander in chief for the time
being,tomake an order in writing by him subseribed, and addressed to the registrar,
commanding him to receive and enrol any such return or rectified return as if the
‘same had been made and delivered to him in proper time; which order the registrar
is hereby enjoined to obey.

gth. And be it further enacted, That the registrar shall at the end or expiration
of the said last-mentioned term of thirty days, proceed finally to close and authenti-
cate the said original registry, which shall thenceforth be entitled, “The Original
Registry of Slaves of the Island of Antigua,’ in manner following, to wit: The
registrar shall subscribe his name and affix his seal of office immediately under the
last entry in the bock, or last of the set of books in which the said returns shall
have been enrolled, and subjoin an affidavit to the following effect :

“ Before A. B. [inserting the name and title ofthe governor, or commander in
*< chieffor the time being,| personally appeared C. D. [naming himself,] the
* registrar of slaves in and for the said Island of Antigua, and made oath that he
‘ has carefully: and mimutely examined and compared all the foregoing entries
‘ in this book, [or set ofbooks,|with all the different returns of slaves delivered
* to him, or to his knowledge or belief to any clerk or assistant by him ap-

a
“a

n

© pointed or employed ; and that the preceding original registry of slaves of
“* the Island of Antigua is in all respects truly, correctly, and faithfully made.”

Which saidaffidavit being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn before the
said governor or commander in chieffor the time being, who shall subjoin theretoa cer-
tificate under his hand and the greatsealofhis government, to the following effect:

“J, A. B. [inserting his name and title of office,| dohereby certify. that the
“ above Affidavit was this day duly sworn before me. Witness my hand and
‘* the great seal of my government, this day of
*‘ in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

“A,B (Lu. 8.)

ioth. And be it further enacted, That at the end or expiration of the period of
three:years, to commence and be computed from the time ofclosing and authen-
ticating such original registryas aforesaid, and at the end or expiration of every
succeeding period of three years, thenceforward every person resident in the said.
Island who shall be in possession of any slave or slaves within the same, either as
proprietor, mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, attorney, executor or

338. . guardian
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guardian, or in any other right, capacity or character whatsoever, shall make and
deliver, or cause to be delivered to the registrar at his office in the said Island, such a
list or particular m writing subscribed by him or her, as is hereinfter mentioned and

_ defined, that is to say, a list or particular, entitled “ A Triennial Return of Slaves,”
which shall be divided into eight perpendicular columns of convenient breadth, and
in the first of the said columns shall be inserted the name and description of the person
making the return, and the name and description of the person or persons on whose
behalf the return is made, and the right, capacity, or character in which he or she
holds possession of or claims title to the slave or slaves returned, namely, whether
asproprietor, mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator orreceiver, lessee, attorney, executor,
or guardian or otherwise; in’ the second of the said columns shall be inserted the
name or names by which each slave is most generally or familiarly called or known ;
in the third of the said columns shall be inserted the sex of each slave; in the fourth
of the said columns shall be inserted a specification of the colour of each slave, in the
same manner as hereinbefore directed ; in the fifth of the said columns shal! be inserted
the reputed age of each slave; in the sixth of the said columns shall be inserted the
number of the slaves named and described by the owner or possessor in his or her last
preceding return ; in the seventh of the said columns shall be inserted a particular
detail of any additions which may have been made to the number of slaves who belonged
to, or were in the possession ofthe person making the return at the last preceding period
of registration, whctlicr the same shall have happened by, or have been owing to birth,
purchase, the apprehension, or veluntary returnoffugitives, or any other lawfulacqui-
sition or means of increasc, and the name or names of the slave or slaves so born,pur-
chased, apprehended or voluntarily returnedto service, or otherwise lawfully acquired,
shall also be set forth at length in such column; and in case of acquisition of any
slave or slaves by other legal means, except by birth or the recovery of fugitive slaves,
the name of the person from whom such slave or slaves may have been acquired,
whether by purchase, lease, devise, or inheritange, or - y other legal means, shall
be also inserted; and in the eighth of the said columns .hall be inserted a particular
detail of any deductions which may have been made from the number of slaves who
belonged to, or were in the possession of the person making the return at the last
preceding period of registration, whether the same shall have happened by, or have
-been owing to death, sale, or other transfer of property, permanent desertion, manu-
mission, or other cause of decrease, and the name or names of the slave ‘or slaves
so dead, sold, or otherwise transferred, permanently deserted, manumitted or otherwise
defalcated, shall also be sct forth at length in such column, and at the end of such
list or particular shall be set down im words at length the total number. of the slaves
therein returned, and of the added or deducted slaves therein described; and for
the better preserving a becoming uniformity in the said lists or particulars anappro-
priate form or exemplar thereof is comprised in a schedule to this act annexed, marked
with the letter (B.) and which all persons are enjoined as closely as possible to imitate,

11. And be it further enacted, ‘That every such triennial return shall be verified
or supported by an affidavit (or if the party making the same be a quaker, by an
affirmation) thereunto annexed, sworn or affirmed before one of His Majesty’s justices
of the peace of the said Island, and to the purport and effect following:

“I, A. B. [naming the deponent or affirmant,|do Swear, [or, solemnly Affirm]
“* That the. return now by me delivered to be registered, contains to the
** best of my knowledge and beliefa true, faithful and accurate account and
“* deseription of all the slaves belonging tome [or, in the lawful pos-
** session of the owner or claimant therein named] and being. within
“ this Island (save and except as to such slaves as may have absconded
** as hereinafter mentioned, whose names shall be here set forth,) as also a
** true, faithful and accurate account of such additions to or deductions

from the stock of slaves possessed by me [or, returned as the property of
C, D.) at the time of making the last preceding return, as have since
happened, together with the particular cause or causes of such addition or

“ deductions: And I do further Swear [or, solemnly Affirm, That no one of
“ the said slaves has been to my knowledge imported into this Island con-
“* trary to the existing laws for abolishing the slave trade.

** So help me GOD.”
12, And be it further enacted, That the said triennial returns shall be registered

in the same manner and form, and under the same rules, regulations, provisoes, and
restrictions in every respect and particular as are hereinbefore prescribed, provided
and reserved, for or touching the registration of the original returns hereinbelr
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directed to be made.; and the registers thereof shall be made up, closed, and authon-
tieated in the same manner and form and within the same space of time hercinbefore
prescribed and appointed for making up, closing and authenticating the original
registry.

And be it further enacted, That the register shall with all convenient speed after
the final close of any and every registry which shall be made in pursuance of this |
act, duly, regularly arid punctually transmit or cause to be transmitted to the office
of His \rajenty’s principal secretary of state for the colonial department in England,
a.book or set of books similar to that or those in which the original records shall
be kept, containing a true and faithful duplicate or transcript of any and every such
registry, verified before and certified by the governor or commander in chief for the
time being under his harid and the great seal of his government. :

14 And be. it further enacted, That if any person shall neglect or omit to make
and deliver a schedule or return of the slaves in his or her possession, pursuant t°
the directions and requisitions of this Act, within the period allotted for the enrolment
in the original or any triennial registry, every such person so offending shall forfeit
for every slave so neglected or omitted to be returned the sum of two hundred pounds
of current gold and silver money of the said Island, to be recovered as hereinafter
mentioned, the one moiety of such penalty to be for the use of His Majesty his heirs
and successors, and the other moiety to the person who shall sue for the same; and
in case the party so offending shall have possession of any such slave or slaves so
neglected or omitted to be returned for registration as aforesaid, in the capacity or
character of mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, attorney, executor

or guardian, or other representative of any other person or persons, he or she shall
not only forfeit for every slave so neglected or omitted to be returned the sum of
two hundred pounds of money aforesaid, to be recovered and accrue in manner above
stated, but shall moreover be liable to the civil suits or actions of all and every person
and persons who shall or may sustain any damage or injury by any such: neglect or
mission, and who shall, besides full reparation for every such damage or injury, be
entitled to recover against the party so offending treble costs of suit: Provided
always, that. noperson shall be liable to any penalty as aforesaid for or in respect of
any slave or slaves who may have absconded, or have been out of his or her controul
at the time of making such original or subsequent return as aforesaid, so that such
person do and shall specify the name or names ofsuch slave or slaves in the affidavit
ereinbefore required to be annexed to the respective schedules or returns.

15. And be it further enacted, That if it shall be made to appear tothe.satis-
faction of the governor or commander in chiéf for the time being that any slave
er slaves has or have been omitted to be returned for registration in the original
registry, or any triennial registry hereinbefore directed to’ be made, without any

_ actual neglect or wilful default of the owner or possessor, or owners or possessors
thereof, or that any slave or slaves, although duly returned for registration, has or
have been omitted from the registry through the negligence, inadvertency or oversight
of the registrar, his clerks or assistants, then and in either of such cases or events
it shall and may be lawful for the said governor or commander in chief for.the time
being, and he is hereby authorized and required to remit any penalty orpenalties
which may have been so incurred by reason of any such omission or default.

6th. And be it further enacted, That every slave who shall not be duly registered
accordingtothe provisions and requisitions of this Act, shall and may be. prosecuted
for non-registration by any of his Majesty’s subjects, and shall be condemned as |

forfeited to the use ofHis Majesty, his heirs and successors, unless the’ person
claiming title thereto shall. establish by positive or strong presumptive proof, that
such slave has not been imported into the said Island contrary to the laws in force
for the abolition of the slave trade, andHis Majesty’s attorney or solicitor general |
of the said Island shall at the instance of any and every person: who shall produce a
certificate from the registrar of the non-registration of any slave, make and file an
information against the same in His Majesty’s Court of Exchequer of the said
Island ; and every person so prosecuting for non-registration, shall be entitled to full
costs of suit against the party omitting to make a return of any such unregistered slave,
even though the same shall not have been confiscated as aforesaid.

a7, And be it further enacted, That if any registrar of slaves shall in the exercise
of his office willfuly refuse to receive for registration any retwn which he ought to
receive, or to make any entry which he ought to make, or to do anyotheract which
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he ought to do, according to the directions herein contained, he shall be liabletothe
civil suits or actions of all and every persons and person who shall sustain any injury
or damage by any such refusal; and if any such registrar shall wilfully thake, or
knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false or fraudulent entry in the books of
registry in office, or either or them, or in any of the said duplicates, transcripts or
abstracts herein directed to be made out, or. shall fraudulently, erase, obliterate or
alter, or knowingly permit or suffer to be fraudulently erased, obliteratedoraltered,
any return or entry which shall have been duly made and recorded in the said books
of registry, or either of them, he shall, upon conviction ofany suchoffence, be liable to
such pains and penalties as are by the laws of Great Britain inflicted upon persons
convicted of forging or fraudulently altering public judicial records, and shall more. .
over be liable to the civil suits or actions of all and, every persons and person who
shall sustain any injury or damage by any such offence ; and who, besides full repa-
ration for every such damage or injury, shall recover against such registrar treble costs
ofsuit ; and if any assistant or clerk of any such registrar, or any other person what-
soever in the said Island, shall commit or knowingly permit or suffer to be committed
any such offence as aforesaid, he shall, upon conviction thereof, be liableto such pains
and penalties as are by the laws of Great Britam inflicted upon persons convicted of
forging or fraudulently altering public judicial records.

18. And be it further enacted, That to the intent that all persons may be duly
apprised of. the approach of the period appointed for the triennial registration of
slaves by virtue of this Act, the said period shall from time to time, and at all times
hereafter, for and during the space of thirty days before the same shall arrive, be,|
together with a form of the schedule hereunto annexed, duly and regularly notified
or advertised by the registrar in all the public prints or newspapers published or
edited within the said Island.

19.. And be it furtler enacted, That the several penalties hereby imposed, the
recovery whereof is not already provided for, shall be recoverable by action of debt,
bill, :plaint or information commenced in the court of common pleas of this Island;
one half of which penalties shall go to the informer, or him, her, or them who shall
sue for the same, and the other moiety to the use of His Majesty, his heirs and
successors, for and towards the support of the government of this Island and the
contingent charges thereof.

20. And be it further enacted, That thecertificate of any and everyrégistrar of slaves
appointed in pursuance of this Act by him subscribed, certifying any copy or extract
from the books in his office, or the non-registration of any slave or slaves therein, shall
be received in all courts, and by all judges, magistrates and other persons in autho-
rity in the said Island, as sufficient evidence of the truth or authenticity of such copy
or extract, and as sufficient primd_facie evidence of the matters so certified, reserving
nevertheless to the party or parties against whom any such certificate shall be adduced
in proof, the right or privilege of contradicting, impeaching or correcting the same by
comparison with the original book or books of registry. :

21. And be it further enacted, That the registrar of slaves shall be entitled to have
and receive annually the sum of four hundred pounds, current gold and silver money,
to be paid him out of thepublic treasury by four even quarterly payments; and the
said registrar shall be likewise entitled to. demand and receive the further sum of
three-pencefor every slave named in any certified copy of registered returns which
may be required of him, and for every search in his registry the sum of two shillings
and three-pence, and for every ordinary certificate by him given and subscribed, the
sum of nine shillings.

22, And be it further enacted, That in case any person whosoever shall -wilfully for-
swear in taking any oath by this act required to be taken, or shall unlawfully and cor-
ruptly procure or suborn any person so to do, he or she, being duly convicted thereof,
shall for every such offence incur the pains and penalties inflicted by law upon persons
convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of perjury.

Dated at Antigua the eighteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundredand seventeen, and in the fifty-seventh year of the
reign of our sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender ofthe Faith.

(Signed) Nicholas Nugent, Speaker.

Passed the Council the eighteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred
and seventeen.

By Command, Sam..L. Bridges, Dep. Clerk of the Council.
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Passed the Assembly the eighteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred ANTIGUA.
‘and seventeen. ae

(Signed) Nathaniel Humphreys, Clerk of Assembly.

Duly published this eighteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred and

 

 

 

  

     
 

 

 

 

 

          

seventeen.

(Signed) | John Roberts, Dep’ Pro. Marshal.

(A.)

. Original Return of SLAVES.

Nate andDescription ‘ . SLAVES in Possession. .

_of Person making the Retgrn, r ~ ‘

&c. Names. Sex. , Colour. .{ Reputed Age.

A.B. Proprietor - + +| ABe- + + =| Male ~ ~] Black ~ ~| Thirty-five.

C.D. Attorney of E.F. Proprietor |C.D.- - - -| Female- -| Coloured - Twenty.

‘il

<
S
°

& .

(Signed) A. B.
day of one thousand eight hundred and

/

(B.)

Triennial Return of Slaves.

Name and Desuription- SLAVES in Possession. Number of .

of Person’ | 4 / ss ‘ Slaves . Increase, Decrease,
making the Retern, Name: Sex, Colour, Reputed Age.| last. returned, ,

A.B. Proprietor = -{| 4, B. Male | Black {Thirty-five | One hundred| 4 by birth, | 2 by death,
oe and_-fifty. A, -| oDC.D. (Att f hh ; .Ep Proprcts) j | C.D. Female Coloured | Twenty 2 by purchase, E.:

B. . 1 by sale,

Cc. | OF,

fa by manumis-
sion,

G,

HI 2 os5 Hq lil
Signed) A. B.

day of | one thousand eight hundred and
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N° 6.

TOBAGO.

Ayn ACT to establish a Public Registry of all Slaves in the Colony of |
Tobago.

‘WHEREAS by various Acts now in force within this Colony, annual returns of
the number of negro and other slaves ate required, but which returns are not found
to designate sufficiently the age and sex : And whereas it is expedient that more par-
icular and distinct accounts be in future returned, as well for the purpose of ascer-
taining the various descriptions ofslaves, as to detect and prevent all clandestine and
illegal importations thereof, should-such be at any time attempted, and also to afford
His Majesty’s government at all times a true account of the extent ahd nature of the
slave population of this Island: We, therefore, His Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal
subjects, his excellency Sir Frederick Phillips Robinson, knight, commander of the
most honourable Order of the Bath, major general of His Majesty’s forces, captain
general and governor in chief in and over the Island of Tobago and its dependencies,
the Council and General Assembly of the said Island of Tobago, do humbly pray His
Most Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That there shall be established in this Colony a public registry for the
registration and inrolment, in manner hereinafter directed, of the names and de-
scriptions of all negroes, mulattoes and mustees, who now are, or who at any time
hereafter shall be held ina state of slavery within this Colony; and such registry
shall be established and opetied, and all slaves shall be registered or returned for
registration as hereinafter directed, on or before the thirty-first day of December in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventeen.

And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the governor or
commander in chief of this Island for the time being, to appoit by commission under
his sign manual, some fit and proper person resident in this Island, to be registrar of
slaves therein, and such registrar shall be personally resident therein, while he shall
continue to hold his said office, except from ill health or other necessary cause, his
temporary absence from this Island shall be permitted by the governor and com-
mander in chief for the time being; and if the said registrar shall be at any time
absent from this Island without such licence or permission as aforesaid, he shall abso-
lutely forfeit his office ; and in case of the death or absence without leave, or incapa-
city of the said registrar, or any avoidance ofthe said office, a new registrar shall in
like manner be appointed by the governor or commander in chieffor the time being;
and the said registrar, before he enters into the execution of his said office, shall take
and subscribe the following oath before the governor, lieutenant governor, or com-
Anander in chief for the time being in council.

I, A. B. do solemnly Promise and Swear, That I will not willingly or know-
“* ingly make or permit,or suffer to be made any false or fraudulent entry,

erasure or obliteration in the registry of slaves to be committed to my
charge ; but if any such false or fraudulent act shall become known to me,
i will immnediately give notice thereof to the governor, lieutenant governor,
or civil commander in chief of this Island for the time being, and the-

“ chetrman of the committee of public accounts, and will in ail respects
“¢ faithfully and uprightly perform the duties of the office of registrar of
** slaves for this colony.

** So help me GOD.”
And every person so appointed to the said situation of public treasurer and registrar,
shall also, before he enters in the execution of the seid office of registrar, become
bound by bond or recognizance to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, with two good
and sufficient sureties, which shall be approved of by the governor cr commander 1
chieffor the time being, and the council and general assembly, in the manner pre-

pied
SCPLECE
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scribed in the second clause-‘of the act, commonly called ‘* The Treasurer’s Act,”

before mentioned, himself in the penal sum of one thousand pounds sterling money
of Great Britain, and hissureties each in the sum of five hundred pounds sterling
money of Great Britain, with conditions for the faithful performance by him the said

registrar of all the duties of his said office.

And it is hereby further enacted by the authority.aforesaid, That the house or
office used or occupied for the transaction of public business by the public treasurer
for the time being, if he be the registrar of slaves of this Colony, shall be the scle
place appointed for the registry hereby appointed to be established, and wherein the
books and papers belonging thereto shall be at all times safely kept, and the registrar’s
office shall always be kept in the town.of Scarborough; and that the books kept and
to be kept by the registrar, and all papers relating to the said office, shall belong to
the public; and that the office of the said registrar shall be open for the transaction
of public: business therein, in the like manner and for the same period as the office of
the treasurer is now appointed to be kept open.

And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That the said regis-
trar shall forthwith after his appointment, provide at the public expense a seal of
office, two large blank paper books or sets of books, strongly and durably bound, for
the purpose of the registry and inrolment hereinafter directed, one of which books
shall be entitled ‘‘ Registry of Plantation Slaves,” and on the other, “ Registry of
unattached Slaves ;’’ in which said first-mentionedbook or set. of books shall be entered
and registered, as hereinafter directed, the names and descriptions of all the slaves
which belong to and are-usually worked upon any particular plantation or plantations
in this Colony; and in the other of whichsaid books or set of books shall be inserted
and registered, in like manner, the names and descriptions of all slaves which belong
to and are usually worked or employed in domestic labour or service, or in any hand-
craft, art or trade within this Colony, or in managing and navigating any vessels or
boats belonging to the ports of the same, or which are let or hired by their owners

TOBAGO.
nen,
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for the purposes of agricultural labour, commonly called task-work, or. jobbers on.
plantations, not belonging to the owners of such slaves, and in general of all siaves
within or belonging to this Colony, which are not attached to any particular planta-
tion or plantations, and therewith owned, held, used and possessed; all which several
descriptions of slaves shall, for the purposes of this Act, be distinguished from planta-
tion siaves, by the general name of unattached slaves.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That on or before
the thirty-first day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and eighteen, every owner, renter or possessor of anyslave or slaves, (or in the event
of being absent from this Island, then the acting attorney, manager or other repre-
sentative of such owner, renter or possessor of any slave or slaves, either belonging to
or usually worked upon, or employed upon, or attached to any plantation or planta-
tions within this Island,.or who shall own, rent or possess any unattached slave or
slaves whatsoever in this Island, whatever his, heror their title or interest may be to
or in the said slave or slaves, plantation or plantations,) shall respectively make and
deliver upon oath to the registrar so appointed, such schedules, lists and particulars
in writing, subscribedby him, her or them, to becalled ‘his, her or their original -re-
turn of slaves as hereinafter mentioned; that is to say, every person in possession of
any plantation or plantations as aforesaid, shall so make and return a schedule or list
im writing fer each plantation of which he, she or they shall then be in possession of,
specifying, in the first place, the name by which the plantation is usually called or
known; and when two or more plantations ere held and oceupied together by the
same person, and cultivated by the same body ofslaves, the name of each of the said
plantations so jointly held and cultivated, and in what quarter, parish or other division
of this Island, every such plantation is situated; and every person making a return
of any slave or,slaves not attached or belonging to, or usually worked or employed
upon any plantation or plantations in this Island, hereby cailed unattached slaves,
shall so returnalist or schedule in writing, containing, in the first place, his or her
own name and description, and the name and description of such person or persons
on whose behalfthe return is made; and after such descriptions, the parties making
the said returns, shal! proceed to name, describe and enumerate distinctly therein,
the several negro, mulatto or other slaves, by distinct lists, in manner following, that
is to say, the schedule or paper containing the said returns, shall be divided into six

Perpendiculat columns of convenient breadth respectively, entitled at the head thereof,
338. ‘© Naines
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** Names ofMales, Names ofFemales, Colour, Age, Country, and usual Employment ;”*
and the more clearly to distinguish the description of each particular slave, as man
horizontal lines, with convenient spaces between them, shall be drawn across the said
perpendicular lines or columns as are equal in number to the number of slaves to be
inserted in each list; and in the first of she said columns shall be inserted the names
of each male slave; and in the second of the said columns, the names of each female
slave: and the name by which each slave shall be first returned or registered, shall
continue ever after to be the name of each slave, and shallnotafterwards be changed ;
in the third of the said columns shall be inserted ““ Negro, Mulatto, or Mustee,’as the
case may be; in the fourth of the said columns shall be inserted the age éf the
slaves, according to the best of the knowledge and beliefof the party making the
return; in the fifth of the said columns shall be inserted whether the slave is an
African or Creole negro; and in the sixth of the said columns shall be inserted the
particular trade occupationor ordinary employment of the said slave; and at the
end of the said returns respectively, shall be summed up, and set down in words at
length, the whole number ofslaves, distinguishing males and females, then belonging
or attached to or usually worked and employed upon the plantationor plantations of
the unattached slaves so returned for registration, And for the betterascertaining
of the proper formof such original returns of the slaves as are hereby required to be
made, 80that no person may pretend ignorance thereof, a form or example of such
original returns is contained in a schedule to this Act annexed, marked (A.) to which
ali persons’are. hereby required (so far as shall be found. practicable) to conform ;
andpublienotive: shall be given by-the registrar, in such manner as to him shall
seemmost fit-and.effectual,. that.a form and pattern of the returns hereby required
te be made, mey-be-seen, and.a printed copy thereof, with blanks to be filled up,
accordinp tothe rules.aforesaid, obtained at. the registrar’s office appointed as afore-
said; and printed blank ‘copies ofthe said forins shall accordingly be provided at the
public expense, by the registrar, and delivered gratis to all persons applying for the
same, -

And it is herebyfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That-every person
making and:subscribing any and every such schedule or return, shall personally deliver
the sametothe said registrar, and shall at the same time take the following oath,
which the said registrar is hereby empoweredand:required to administer; that’ is to
say,

** Id. B. [naming the deponent] solemnly Swear, That the Schedule or-Return
‘* now by me delivered to be registered contains, as I verily: believe, a just, true
* and full return, account, and description of all the Slaves now attached or
“ belonging to or usually worked or employed upon the Plantation here
* named [or, belonging to the ownerorowners therein named] ornow in my

_ “© possession, by whatever title or interest; and that the said Return is made
“* by. me, according to the bestofmy knowledge and belief, truly and without
** fraud,déceit or evasion,

* So help me GOD.”
And be it. further enacted by theauthority aforesaid, That as soon as any such

returns or schedules as aforesaid shall have been duly made and received by the
registrar, he shall proceed to. register the same in manner hereinafter mentioned and
directed, with all convenient speed; and if possible the. registrations of all returns
that shall havebeen duly madeshall be completed within the term ofsix months.
And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid; That within the

said ‘term ‘hereinbefore limited, unless extended by an order of the governor, lieu-
tenant governororcommander in chief'in council, or within stich farther time as
shall be granted by any such order, every return or schedule thatshall have been
duly made and delivered to the registrar of. this Island, shail, by him, his clerks‘or
assistants, be entered and copiedin -» fair, distinct and legible manner, in a properhook. or set of books, to.be by the said registrar appointed for the registry and
enrolment of slavesasaforesaid; that is to ‘say, every suchreturn or ‘schedule. of,attached or. helonging to, or usually worked or employed upon any ;" ntation.or
plantations, in thebook or books to be intituled “ Registry of Plantation Slaves;”’ and
every suchother return or schedule in the books or book tobe intituled “ Re istry
of unattached Slaves;”” the former under the name of the plantation, and theTattorundes, the name of the owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors
mentioned in the return; which name or nates of such plantation, owner or owners,

renter
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renter or renters, possessor or possessors, shall be written on the top of the first page

containing the return; that every page of each of the said books shall be divided by t——-—-_
perpendicular lines into six different columns, of such breadth, and by horizontal

lines into spaces of such dimensions as will most conveniently contain the various

yarticulars hereinbefore directed to be returned in the schedules or lists of slaves;

feaving on the top of each page a space for the name of the particular plantation,
or owner, renter or possessor, whose slaves are registered therein, which name shall
be always there written in large and distinct letters; and at the top of the said six
columns shal] be written “‘ Names of Males, Names of Females, Colour, Age,
Country, Usual Employment;”’ and at the end of the registry of each original
return, shall be summed up and written in words at length, the whole number of
slaves returned and registered as belonging to the plantation, or unattached, or
usually worked or employed therein or belongmg to or possessed by the owner or
owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors mentioned in such return; and the
pages of each book shall be distinctly numbered at the top of each page from the
beginning to the ending of each book respectively, before any entry shall be made
therein; and at the bottom of each pagecontaining any registry of slaves, as well as

_at the end of the registry of each original return, the registrar shall subscribe
his name at length, in testimony of the fidelity and accuracy of the entries therein
contained.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever the said Clause th.
books or sets of books respectively shall be filled with entries made therein, so that When the books

are filled new books
, . : 4 . L tob ed, and

be made in the said registry, then, and not before, a new book of like form and j, what matner.
there shall not remain room for the future annual entries hereinafter required to

size shall be opened, but the pages respectively shall be numbered by a con-
tinuation of the same series of numbers from the preceding book in which such
entries are made.

And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, That a convenient number Clause roth.
of leaves shall be left in the beginning of each of the said books respectively, for an Indexes ofplanta
index of the names of plantations, and the owners, reaters, and possessors of slaves names to be pre-

fixed to each book.registered therein, in which index shall be inserted in alphabetical divisions progres-
sively, at the time of entering and registering every return, the name or names of
the plantation for which, or of the owner, renter or possessor by or for whom
such return is made, with proper references to the page or pages, book or books
m wich such return is registered, and-in which it shall be afterwards con-
tmued.

_ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no erasure shall on Cause 11th.
qny pretence or any cause whatever be at any time permitted to be made in any No erasure to be
of the said books of registry; but if any clerical error shall occur in the insertion permitted in the
of any name, description, or other ‘particular therein, so that the name shall differ ‘books of registry.

- from the name, description or particulars contained in the schedule or return from
which the same was made, or if any other mistake shall occur in the making up and
keeping the said books of registry, a line of red ink ‘shall be drawn through any
word or- words improperly inserted, so as to leave the original word or words legible,
and the correction thereof, by the insertion of any word or words which may have
been erroneously omitted, shall either be interlined or written in the margin, and
always when practicable by the same hand as the rest of the same list or entry;
and the registrar shall either under such word or words written in the margin, or
under a mark of reference there made to any such interlineation, subscribe his name

_ at length; but after the registry of the original returns of slaves shall have been
completed and certified upon oath as hereinafter, directed, no interlmeation, inser-
tion, or other correction of the registry of any! such original return, shall on‘any
account be made or permitted, except as is herein expressly provided.

And be it further enacted by theauthority aforesaid, That one office copy C
certified by the registrar of the registered list’ or schedule of slaves belonging

within six: months after’ the registering thereof be prepared and delivered to the
Owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors, or to the parties

_ Who made the return of such list or schedule, by the said registrar, on him,
or she or they applying for the same; and all persons by, for, or on whose behalf or
a8, any list or schedule, or original or annual return shall have been’ made,

De sha.
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shall have free liberty to inspect the said registry books in the presence of the re.
gistrar or his assistants, for the purpose of ascertaining that the returns and lists oy
schedules by or for them, or on their behalf delivered, have been accurately registered
in manner aforesaid; but if more than one office or certified copy as above mentioned
be required, that the said further office or certified copy so required, shall be paid
for by the party or parties, whosoever they may be, applying for the same, at and’
after the rate hereinafter directed.

'. And be it and it is hereby further. enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if
during the term prescribed by the last-mentioned notification, any owner, renter or
possessor, owners, renters, or possessors of slaves shatl apply to the said governor, lieu.
tenant governor, or civil commanderin chief in council, and make it appear to his
satisfaction that the non-delivery of his, her or their return or returns of slaves
to the said registrar within the term before prescribed, or any fault or omission in
such return or returns of slaves to the said registrar withm the term before pre-

scribed,‘orany default or omission in such return or returns as kes arisen from
sickness, accident, or some unavoidable impediment, and net from any wilful delay
or default, and shall then produce his, her or their return or returns, or corrected
return or returns, and make oath before the said governor, lieutenant governor, or
civil commander in chief in council, that no slave therem named has been illegally
imported or brought into the said colony within the three years then next preceding,
it shall and may be lawful for the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil

Clause 14th.
The primary or
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commander in chief in. council, to make and order in writing by him subscribed’
and addressed to the said registrar, commanding him to receive and register any
such return or returns, or corrected return or returns, as if the same had been
delivered in due time, which order the registrar is hereby required to obey, so
as.every such new or corrected return may be registered in the said books in
manner aforesaid, before the end of the said term of six months last before men-
tioned.

And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That at the end of
the last-mentioned term of six months, the registrar shall procced finally to close
and authenticate the primary or original registration of all the slaves in this Island,.-
which shall thenceforth be called «The Original Registry of the Slaves in Tobago,”
in manner following, to wit:—In each of the said books, or in the last of any set of.
such books, the said registrar shail write with his own hand, in large legible
characters, immediately atter the last entry of the said returns or lists of slaves, on
the same page, or on the back of the last leaf containing the same,—‘ Here ends
the original registry of the plantation (or unattached) slaves of the Colony of
Tobago;” and the said registrar shall thereto subscribe his name, and affix his seal
of office, and below the said signature shall be written in like characters by the

- said registrar, the following affidavit :

“ Before A. B. [inserting the name and title of the governor, licutenant
“« governor, or civil commander in chief in council for the. time being]
** personally appeared C. D. [naming himself| the registrar of slaves in the

Island of Tobago, who being duly sworn on the’ Holy Evangelists of
“ Almighty God, maketh oath and says, That he the said C. D. has twice
“* carefully examined and compared the preceding entries in this book [or,
‘in this set of beoks] with all the different returns of plantation or .
*« unattached slaves delivered to him, first, by examining.the said entries.
«« while his clerk or assistant read the original returns respectively entered
“ therein, and afterwards by examining the said returns, while his clerk or
** assistant read the said entries in this book [or, set of books} respectively
‘** made therefrom, and that he is enabled thereby to depose, and does
** depose, that the preceding original registry of the plantation or unattached
* slaves of the Colony of ‘Tobago, is in ‘ail respects correctly and faithfully
““ made; which Affidavit being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn

to before the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander
_ “ in chief in council, who shall subjoin thereto the following Certificate
€* under his hand and great seal of the said Island; but if there be n0-
'* great seal, then under the seal at arms of the said governor or com-
** mander in chief.”

“LA. B. [iserting his name and title ofoffice] do hereby Certify, That
“* the above Affidavit was duly sworn before me in council this

a a

ee

ee

6“ day
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day of one thousand eight hundred and Giver undér = TOBAGO.
«‘ my Hand and Great Seal of the Colony of Tobago [o7, Seal at Arms] “—~—~-~’
* this of one thousand cight hundred and

“A. BO”? (L. 8.)

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That within six months Clause 15th.
after the said original entry shall be closed and authenticated as aforesaid, the said Doplicate buo'
registrar shall prepare accurate and perfect duplicates of the said books or sets o

 

f the original ener;
to be prepares! and

 

books of original registry, with their respective indexes, by causing the same transnutted to
respectively to be carefully transmitted into other books of like sizes and forms, England,
to be provided for that purpose at the public expense, and shall authenticate and
certify each of the said duplicates in the same manner and form in all respects, as
is hereinbefore directed in regard to the said originals respectively, except in the said
affidavits and certilicates to be thereunto annexed, the same shall be described as
duplicates of the original registries and indexes; and the said duplicate books,
when so authenticated and certitied, shall be delivered by the said registrar to the
governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief for the time being
in council, who shall by the first safe conveyance transmit the same underhis official
seal, for His Majesty’s principal secretary of state for the colonial department
jon England.

And be it and it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in Clause i:4:.
every year in times to come, after the expiration of the year appointed for the original Annual reiuriss of
registry, to wit, on the first day of January in every year, or within thirty days after Slaves to be ber:
that day, every owner, renter, or possessor of any slave or slaves, or in the event of
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being absent from this Island, then the acting attorney, manager, or other represon-
tative of such owner, renter, or possessor of any slave or slaves, either belonging or
usually attached to, or worked or employed upon any plantation or plantations within
this Island, who shail own, rent, or possess any unattached slave or slaves whatsoever
in this Island, whatever his, her or their title or interes may be in or to the said slave
or slaves, plantation or plantations, shall respectively make out and deliver upon
oath to the said registrar so appointed, such schedules, lists andparticulars in writing,
subscribed by him, her or them, to be called his, her, or their * Annual Return of
Slaves,’ containing a true and distinct acccuné of all births and deaths ofplantation
slaves upon, belonging or attached to, and usually worked and employed on the
plantation or plantations for which, and of the nnattached slaves as above mentioned of
which such annual return is made; and also an account of all deductions from or
additions to the former stock of slaves belonging or attached to or usually worked or ‘
employed upon such plantation or plantations, or owned, rented, or possessed by an
such person or persons within the same period, by other means than deaths or births,
whether the same shall have happened by permanent desertion, sale of or other .
transfer of plantation, or enfranchisement, or by return of fugitive slaves formerly
registered as permanent deserters, or by purchase, succession, reversion, or such other
lawful acquisition, or by any lawful importation from other British colonies ; which
particular cause or mode of deduction or addition, shall in all cases be distinctly
specified in such annual returns; and in case of purchase or other acquisition, or of
sale or other transfer or manumission of slaves formerly registered, the registered name
and deseription of every such newly purchased or acquired, or transferred or manu-
mitted slave, and of his or her former plantation owner, renter or possessor, shall also
be set forth at large in such annual return; and when by the death of the owner,
renter or possessor, or any other cause, there shall have been, within the period to
which the return relates, any change of property in, or possession, or permanent
removal of any slave or slaves from the plantation owner, renter, or possessor under
whose names the said were registered, to any other plantation, new owner, renter
or possessor, which change of property, or possession or remand shall also be men-
tioned in the said annual returns ; and such annual returns shall also state the whole
number of slaves then belonging to such plantation owner, renter or possessor
menticned in such returns, whether plantation or unattached slaves; and at the end
of szch returns respectively, shall be summed up and set down in words at length,
the whole number of slaves, distinguishing males and females, then belonging or
attached to, or usually worked or employed upon the plantation or plantations, or of
the unattached slaves for or in respect of whom such annual returmi, is made ; but
waen there has heen no alteration since thé last return, in the number or description
of the slaves, it shall be sufficient to state the whole number of the slaves, distin-
guisking males and females, and to add, * No alteratica required by Jaw to bespecified
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TOBAGO. has taken place since the last return:”’ And for the better ascertaining the proper form
—--.__—_~ of such annual returns of slaves, as hereby required to be made, so that no person may

pretend ignsrance thereof, a form or example of such annual returns is contained in
the schedules ofthis Act annexed and marked (B.) and (C.) to which all persons are
hereby required, so far as shall be found practicable, to conform; and public notice
shall be given by the registrar, in such manner as to hip shall seem most fit and
effectual, that a form or pattern of the returns hereby required to be made may
be seen, anda printed copy thereof, with the blanks to be filled up according to the
rules aforesaid, obtained at the registrar’s office appointed as aforesaid ; and printed

" blank copies of the said forms shall accordingly be provided at the public expense by
the registrar, and delivered gratis to all persons applying for the same.

Clause 17th. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person
Armual returns to making and subscribing any such annual return, shall personally deliver the same to
be delivered Lat the registrar, and shall at the same time take the following oath, which the said

m. registrar is hereby empowered to administer; to wit,form.

“ I, A. B. do solemnly Swear, That the contents of the Schedule or
“ Return now by me delivered, is true, and that the same contains, to the
“* best of my knowledge and belief, a full, fair and correct account of all
** the births and deaths which have happened among the slaves attached or
** belonging to, or usually worked or employed upon the Plantation therein
“ named,[07, belonging to the owner, renter or possessor therein named,]
“* or now in my possession, by whatever title or interest, since the original
“* return and registration thereof, or duringthe last preceding year, and of
“* all other additions to or reductions from the said slaves within the same
“* period, from whatever cause, and of the whole number of slaves now
“actually belonging and attached to, or usually worked and employed upon
** the. said Plantation, [er, to the said owner, renter, or possessor] or now
‘* in my possession, . by whatever title or interest.

* So help me GOD.”

Clause 18th. _ And be it and it is‘hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the registrar
The formeryeaister of this Island shall, on the receipt of such annual returns at his office, forthwith
or seated, enlarged proceed to correct, enlarge, and continue pursuant thereto, the former registry of
and continued,  - Plantation slaves and unattached slaves to which such returns shall respectively relate,
according tothe in manner following; that is to say, the said registrar shall in the first place carefully
annual returns. = egmpare such returns, and the names and descriptions of slaves therein contained,

with the original registry of the slaves of the same plantation or plantations, owners,
renters or possessors respectively, and of such other plantation owners, renters or

_ possessors within this Island, of which or from which any of the said slaves may :
. be stated to have been newly purchased, removed or transferred, and also with all
intermediate continuations and corrections of the said original registry by former
annual returns, so as to ascertain that the whole number of slaves mentioned in the

_ said return corresponds with the original and former entries of slaves belonging to
the same plantation or plantations, owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or
possessors respectively; and in case there shall be found an apparent inconsistency
between any such annual returns, and the said original or former annual registries
of slaves belonging to the same plantation or plantations, owner or owners, renter or
renters, possessor or possessors respectively, or if in case any slave or slaves returned
as newly acquired by purchase or transfer, succession, reversion, or removal from
any other plantation or plantations, or former owner, renter or possessor, there shall
not appear in the preceding return for such other plantation or plantations, or former
owner or owners, a correspondmg entry of the same slaves as deducted by sale or
transfer, determination of estate or otherwise, from the last registered stock of such
other plantation orplantations, or former owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor
or possessors, the registrar shall give notice thereof to the owner or owners, renter or
renters, possessor or possessors, or other party or parties making such return or returns,
‘to explain or remove such apparent inconsistency or defect, the same shall accordingly
be done to the entire satisfaction of the said registrar by an examination upon oath,

- if necessary, which oath the said registrar is hereby. empowered to administer. But
if the party or parties refuse or omit so to explain, and if necessary, to.correct.the
same, he, she or they shall be subject to the penalties enacted by the twenty-fifth and
twenty-sixth clauses of this Act, asthe case may be, ovly as to the particular slavesin

question,
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uestion, saving neverthelessto him, her or them, such remedy by appeal as is
hereafter provided, in cases of any error or misconduct.herein bythesaid registrar.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That immedi-
‘ately from and after such comparison and examination as’ aforesaid, every return
which shall be found inconsistent with the said origiral and preceding annual regis-
tries, or which’ shall have been satisfactorily explained or corrected as aforesaid,- shall
be registered in the said booksofregistry: that is to say, whenany such return shall

" state that there has been’ no alteration in the numbers and descriptions of the slaves

TOBAGO.
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since the lastréturns for the same plantation, or the said owner or owiiers, renter or -
rentérs, possessor or possessors of unattached slaves, the saidregistrar shall carry
forward the whole number so last returned to a new page inthe said original book

_ of registry, and shall enter and insert under the same,—* No alteration. by. the re-
. turn of the year one thousand eight hundred and 2... » as by return
« dated oe »” and shall subscribe his name to such entry.
But as to slaves stated in any such annual returns to have died or. to have been sold,
or otherwise transferred or to have been manumitted, removed, or to have perma-
nently deserted, the said registrar shall write in the column of corrections of the said
original registry, and of évery intermediate annual registry wherein the name of any
such deceased, sold, transferred, removed or manumitted slave or deserter shall have
been inserted in the proper space of the said column, opposite to: the name of such
slave, the words “ dead, or sold, transferred, removed or deserted,’ as the case may
be; and the said registrar shall then proceed to sum up the number of all slaves which,
by any ofthe means aforesaid, have been deducted from the former and last registered
account of the stock of slaves belonging to the same plantation, or to the same owner
or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors of unattached slaves, as the case
‘may be, since the said last registered returns, and shall deduct the whole number
thereof from the last registered account of slaves of such plantation, owner or owners,
renter or renters, possessor or possessors, and shall carryforward the remaining num-
ber thereof to a new page of the proper book of registry, making a written reference
thereto at the first of the page from which the same is carried, and subscribing the
same with his name; and in such new page, and in as many successive pages as may
he necessary, shall be afterwards inserted the names and descriptions of all slaves
mentioned in the same annual returns to have been newly. added to the former. re-
gistered stock, by any of the lawful means aforesaid, distinguishing all the. particulars

. in the said original registry, but also the particular mode of acquisition of every such
newly added slave by the word. ‘ born, purchased, returned, removed, imported,”
-or such. other brief. designation as may be applicable to each case.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That at the end
of every such registration of each annual return, the said registrar shall carefully
sum up and insert in words at length, the whole number of slaves, distinguishing
‘males and females, appearing by the same return then to belong to the sameplanta-

_ tion, for which, or the owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors by
whom or’ on whose behalf the return is made, and shall subscribe the same with his

_ name, and shall also subscribe his name at the bottom of each page containing the
_ ‘aid annual returns.

_And whereas it may happen in some instances, that owners, renters and. possessors
.of slaves within this colony, at the time of the said first or. original registration, or of

/ some subsequent annual registration, may from accident or unavoidable impediment,
omit to return the same for registration, within the times hereby respectively limited
for that purpose, or that persons in possession of slaves, not their own absolute pro-
perty, maywilfullymake such omissions without the concurrence or consent of the ab-
sent owners or persons interested in such slaves; Be it therefore further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That if any ownerorowners, renter or renters, possessor or pos-
sessors of slaves within this colony, shall have omitted to make his, her or their return
thereof within the time hereinbefore limited for the said first or original registration,
or the subsequent. annual registrations, within the time hereinbefore in that respect
limited; and if such owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors, or
.4NY person or persons, who at the time of such omission was, or who shall have since
become: the owner, renter or possessor, whether in his own right or in the right of
any other person or persons, of any slave or slaves so omitted to be returned, shall at
thetime of making any one of his or their three next annual returns after any such
omission or default, applyto the governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in
chiefof such colony, in council, and prove to his satisfaction, by such credible evi-
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dence as from the nature of the case may be reasonably expected and required, that
mee’ such omission was not wilful, but arose from some specified accident or other un.
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avoidable impediment, or from the neglect of some person or persons other than the
true and absolute owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors of the
said slave or slaves, it shall be lawful for such governor, lieutenant governor, or civil
commander in chief, in council, to order that such party or parties so making his,
her or their annual return next after such omission or default to the said registrar,
shall be at liberty to insert the names and descriptions, and all other particulars
hereinbefore required of and relating to all and every slave or slaves, the subject of
any such former omission or default; and also in such return such account. as is
hereinbefore directed, of the births and deaths, and of all other deductions from or-
additions to the stock of slaves, in respect of which such returns are made, which
shall have occurred within the preceding one, two, or three years, as the case may
be; and such return, when duly made and registered, together with the cause of
the former omission or default, and the date of the order for supplying the same,
which shall be certified and signed by the said registrar on the registry of each re-
turn, in the proper book, shall from thenceforth be deemed and taken to be as valid
and effectual for all purposes of this Act, as if the matters therein contained had been
duly returned and: registered at the proper period.

And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That on or before the firstday
of August in each year, the said registrar shall carefully make out a general account
or abstract of all the annual returns that shall have been made and registered in and
for the last year aforesaid, wherein shall be inserted, in alphabetical order, and in
two divisions, the one containing plantation, slaves, and the other unattached slaves,
the result of each annual return according to the registration thereof; to wit,—The
registered names of plantations or owners, renters or possessors, the number of
births and deatlis of slaves with their names and descriptions, and the amount and
particulars of all other deductions or additions respectively specified in each return,
and also the whole remaining or existing number of slaves then appearing by the re-
gistry to belong to such plantation owner, renter or possessor, for which or whom
the return has been made; and the registrar shall also make out a fair copy or dupli-
cate of every such general account or abstract, and shall subscribe both the original
and duplicate thereof with his name, and shall subjoin to each of the same an affi-
davit in the following form ; to wit,

** Before personally appeared .
“ the registrar of slaves of this Colony of Tobago, who being duly sworn
** on the Holy Evangelists, makes oath and says, That the preceding account
“ or abstract of all the returns of plantation and unattached slaves re-

spectively, that have been received at and registered in the registry of
slaves in this Island in the present year ; and that the same contains, and
truly and accurately specified, all such particulars as he the said registrar
is required by law to make therein, according to the best of his knowledge,

‘* he having carefully compared the same with the said returns and. the
** registry thereof remaining in his said office.’’

Which Affidavit being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn before
the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief in council, who
shall certify the same to have been sworn in manner hereinbefore directed, in re-
spect of the said original books of registry, and the said annual abstracts or accounts
shall be thereupon delivered to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil com-
mander in chief, who shall carefully transmit one of the said accounts or abstracts by
the first safe conveyance, under his official seal, to His Majesty’s principal secretary
of state for the colonial department in England, retaming the said duplicate
or copy until he shall be informed that the original thereof has been received,
or that the same has miscarred ; in which latter case he shall in like manner transmit
the duplicate or copy to the said secretary of state.

Provided always, and be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid
That if the said registrar shall in the exercise of his said office, refuse to receive for
registration any return, or to make any entry which he ought to receive or make
according to the directions herein contained, and the true intent and meaning of
this Act, or shall contrary to the said directions or to the true intent and meaning
hereof, receive for registration any return, or make or cause or suffer to be made any —
entry which ought not to be so received or made, it shall be lawful for any person or
persons therebyaggrieved or liable so to be, to present a petition or complaint inwriting,

“mH
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in chief for the time being, praying relief against such default. or misconduct of the
said registrar; and the governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief

for the time being, shall forthwith cause a copy of such petition or complaint to be

TOBAGO
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. served upon the said registrar, with notice to him to answer the matter thereof in

writing by an early day to be for that purpose appointed; and the said governor,
lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chiet in council, and by and with the
advice of his council, shall thereupon proceed in a summary manner, but upon written
evidence, to examine the matter of such petition or complaint, and with the advice of
the council to make such order thereupon as to the costs of the appeal as shall seem
just and proper: which order the said registrar and the said party or parties
petitioning and complaining respectively shall be bound to obey: but it shall never-
theless be lawful for either of the said parties to appeal fromthedecision of such
governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief in council to His

ajesty in his privy council, giving such security or securities thereupon as are.
usual in other cases of such appeals; and whenever in pursuance of any decision of
the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief for the time
being in council, or of His Majesty in his privy council, any entry in either of the
said books of registry shall be made, expunged or altered, the insertion, correction or
alteration so made shall be valid and effectual for all the purposes of this act, any
thing contained to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.

Be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the register
shall wilfully make, or knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false or fraudulent
entry in the books of registry m his office, or either of them, or in any of the said
accounts or abstracts hereby directed to be made out, or shall fraudulently erase,
obliterate or alter, or knowingly permit or suffer to be fraudulently erased, obliter-
ated or altered, any entry which shall have been duly made im the said
books of registry or either of them, the said registrar shall upon conviction of
any such offence, not only be liable to all such pais and penalties as ought by the
laws in force within this colony, at the time of such offence, to be inflicted upon
persons convicted of forging or fraudulently altermg public judicial records, but
shall for ever forfeit his said office, and shall be incapable of ever after holding. the
same, and shall moreoverbe liable to the civil suits or actions of all and every person
or persons who shall sustain any damage or injury by such offence, who besides full
reparation, for every such damage or injury shall recover against such registrar
double costs of suit; and if any person or persons in this colony shall wilfully make,
or cause or procure to be made anyfalse or fraudulent entry in the said books of
registry or either of them, or in the said accounts or abstractsor either of them, every
such person or persons so offending shall upon conviction be liable to all such pains
and penalties as ought by the laws of this Colony to be inflicted upon persons convicted
of fraudulently forging or altering public judicial records.

And be it and_it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person
or persons making any such original or annual returns of slaves as aforesaid in this
colony, shall falsely and wilfully insert therein any name or names, description or
descriptions of any slave or slaves, or pretended slave or slaves. belonging or attached
to and usually worked or employed on any plantation or plantations, or if any owner
or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors of any unattached slaves, knowing
that such slave or slaves, or pretended slave or slaves as shall be so named and
described doth not or do not in fact belong or is or are attached to, or is or are
usually worked or employed on such plantation or plantations, or by such owner or
owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors, at the time of making such return,
any person or persons so offending shall forfeit for every slave or pretended slave so
falsely returned, the sum of one hundred pounds sterling money, to be recovered in
such manner as any other penalty or forfeiture may -be recovered in this Island, by
action of debt, plaint or information, in the court of common pleas of this Island, one
moiety thereof to be applied to the public uses of this colony, and the other moiety
thereof to the use of such person or persons as shall inform, sue, and prosecute for the
same: Provided always, that no person shall be liable to any such penalty or forfeiture
as last aforesaid in respect to any slave or slaves which he or she shall prove to have
been at the time of the return actually employed upon the plantation or in the
service of the asserted owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors,
to whichthe same were represented by such return to belong, although he or she shall
not be able to prove that the property or possession of such slaves or slave was such
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as stated in the returns, except when the prosecutor shall give evidence beyond the
falsification of the return in the point of property or possession, to’ show that the same
was fraudulently or wilfully false. ;

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person
or persons shall wilfully neglect or refuse to make any original or annual return of
any slave or slaves required by this act, or in making any original or annual return
of any slave or slaves required by this act, shall fraudulently and wilfully neglect and
omit to return in the lists or schedules thereof any slave or slaves, or thedescription
or descriptions of any slave or slaves, which by this act they are required to return,
he she or they shall forfeit for every such slave so fraudulently and wilfully neglected
or omitted as aforesaid, one hundred pounds sterling, one moiety of which to be ap-
plied to the public uses of this colony, and the other moiety thereof to such person or
persons as shall sue, inform, and prosecute for the same, with full costs of suit, to be
recovered by action of debt, plaint or information, in the court of common pleas in
this Island ; andevery slave, for the neglect and omission of enregistering whom, the
owner, renter or possessor, or the person or persons making the said returns, shall
have been so fined, shall be dealt with as a slave imported contrary to the laws for the
abolition of the slave trade, unless the claimant shall within twelve months establish
by sufficient proof, or the evidence of one or more credible witness or witnesses,
before the governor or commander in chief for the time being in council, that ‘such
slave has not been illegally imported, but came bondfide into his her or their possession.
And be it and it is hereby enacted Ly the authority aforesaid, ‘That whenever by

reason of the wilful default of any person or persons making any original or annual
return of any slave or slaves, which he she or they are by this act required to make,
the same shall be treated as a slave or slaves imported contrary to the Abolition Act,
the party or parties making such default, shall be liable to pay and satisfy to such
persons, not privy and consenting to such default, as shall be prejudiced thereby, in
respect of his her or their former property or interest in such slave or slaves, the full
amount of all damages by him or them sustained, and three times the value of such
slave or slaves at the time of such default, together with costs of suit.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person
or persons shall by means of any false or fraudulent return or entry by him her or
them, or by or with his her or their procurement, consent, privity or knowledge,
‘madein the registry of slaves of this Island, keep, hold, or attemptto keep or hold in:
slavery any African or other negro or mulatto, or other coloured person lawfully en-
titled to freedom, and shall be thereof lawfully convicted, he she or they shall forfeit
and pay for every African or negro, mulatto, or other coloured person, the subject of

_ any such offence, the sum of two hundred pounds sterling, one moiety thereof to be
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applied to the public uses ofthis colony, and the other moiety thereof to such person
or persons as shall sue, inform and prosecute for the same, with full costs of suit, to be
recovered by action of debt, plaint or information, in the Court of Common Pleas in
this Island, butwithoutprejudice to the party injured by him her or them, pursuing
their remedy by action at common law, in trespass, false imprisonment, or otherwise,
for such illegal detention or attempt.

And whereas the peace andsafety of this Island may be endangered by the un-
controlled and unlimited introduction of negro or coloured persons, dangerous
characters pretending to be free, and fugitives from either British or foreign colonies :
And whereas circumstances of recent occurrence in our immediate neighbourhood
in the West Indies, especially require that the same should be most strictly guarded
against and prevented; Be it therefore and it is hereby enacted by the authority.
aforesaid, ‘That all negroes, mulattoes, mustees, or people of colour arriving in the
Island, and claiming or pretending to be free persons, shall be and they are hereby
obliged and required, within ten days after their arrival, to present and report them-
selves to the governor or commander in chief for the time being, or any member
of His Majesty’s council, or the registrar of slaves of this Island, under the pe-
nalty of twenty pounds current money of this Island, to be levied by warrant °

- directedto the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy, in the nature of an execu-
tion issuing out of the court of common pleas of this Island, and to be executed
at any time of the year, under the hands and seals of two justices of the peace;
unless such person or persons so claiming’ or pretending to be free, and refusing to
produce,.as is hereby required, their respective manumissions, certificate offreedom,
or other well-authenticated and sufficient instrument to establish his, her, o their

reedcm
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freedom, shall forthwith depart this Island, according to such order and direction,
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andwithin the time limited by such order and direction, as shall in that case be ——~;—_=

made by the governor, lieutenant governor, or commander in chief for the time
being, or any member of His Majesty’s council, or any two justices of the peace,

such order being under the hand and seal of the party or parties making the

game, and any member of His Majesty’s council, or any two justices of the peace

ranting such order or direction aforesaid, shall report the same in writing, with
all the ‘particulars relating thereto, to the governor or commander in chief for the

time bemg, within three days (such order shallnot be executed until it reeeive the

approbation of the governor or commander in chief, in writing) and shall and are

hereby required also to return from time to timea list of all so fined, and who shail |

have failed to produce their respective manumissions, certificates of freedom, or

other well-authenticated and sufficient instrument to establish his, her or their

freedom, or who shall have been so ordered to depart, or who shall not have obeyed »

and complied with any such order and direction to the clerk of the council, and the

clerk of the assembly, to be laid before the two houses of legislature, at their usual ”

quarterly or other meetings for the dispatch of public business.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the certi-
ficate of the registrar of slaves for this Colony by him subscribed, and copies or

extracts from the books of his office of the registration: of any slave or slaves therein,

shall be received in all courts of this Island, and by all judges therein, as suf-
ficient evidence of the authority of such copy or extract, and essufficient evidence
primafacie of the matter so certified, saving nevertheless to the party or parties
against whom such evidence is adduced, the right of contradicting, impeaching, or
correcting the same by an inspection of and comparison with the original book or
hooks of registry in the Colony, or the duplicate thereof, or the accounts and ab-
stracts to be transmitted as aforesaid to the said secretary of state, or such other
evidence as shall be sufficient according to the laws now in force in this Island.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from
and after the three next following annual returns after the final closing and
authentication of such original registry of slaves in this colony as hereinbefore
directed, no estate, right, title, property, or interest whatsoever, at law or in eguity,
of or to any slave or sjaves in this colony, shall be created or transferred, or shail
in any manner pass by sale or mortgage, gift, grant, or other voluntary alienation,
or by judgment at law, decree or execution, nor by marriage, succession, inheritance,
will, devise, administration, or otherwise howsoever, unless such slave or slaves shall
have been first duly registered according to the directions hereinbefore contained:
Provided always, that no deed or instrument shall be avoided or impeached by reason
of a clerical error in setting forth the names and descriptions of any slave or slaves
therein, or in any schedule thereto contained; nor shall the same be avoided or
impeached by reason of any disagreement between the said names and descriptions of
the entries thereof in the books of registry or duplicate registry, which shall have
arisen from any error or default of the registrar or his clerks im extractmg and
certifying the said names and descriptions without the fraudulent contrivance or
wilful default of the parties to such deed or instrument; provided also, that nothing
herein contained shall extend, or be construed to avoid, hinder or impeach any will,
codicil or other testamentary paper,'or any probate or letters of administration, or
any bill of sale, assignment, conveyance; or instrument made by or under the
authority of any commissioners of bankrupt, or any public officer appointed to assign
or convey any insolvent’s estate or effects, or by or under the authority of any court
of justice or any officer thereof, or in the execution of any legal process, by reason
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that registered names and descriptions of any slaves are not set forth in such bill,-
codicil, testamentary papers, probate letters of administration, bill of sale, assign-
ment, conveyance or instrument. —
And whereas various returns of negro and other slaves are now by several Acts in

force in this Island required to be annually made, namely, under the Act commonly
called the Road Bill, under the Act to encourage the further introduction of white
inhabitants into this Island, commonly called-the Deficiency Bill, andunder the Act
passed annually, intituled, “ An Act to ascertain the Debts of the Colony, and to raise
asum of. Money for the payment of the same,” commonly called the Money Bill; by
each or all of which various sum or sums of money, forfeitures, penalties, proportions
of road labour, or other charges, are imposed and made payable under such return
by aowners, renter’s, or possessors of any slave or slaves in this Island: And whereas
- 338. tne

Clause 32.
‘Returns made
under this act to
supersede the
necessity of all
annual returng of
slaves now required
to be made under
_the Road Bill,
Deficiency Bill, or
Annual Money Bill.
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the strict and minute returns required and to be made under this Act, will supersede
and prevent the necessity of such other above-mentioned returns in future; Be it
therefore and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after
the time at .and when the present Act shall be passed, and being duly proclaimed,
‘shall be in complete force and effect, and while the offices of public treasurer and
register shall be held by the same person, no other annual return of negroes.or other
‘slaves required to be made by any Act now in force in this Island need be made ; but
that all proportions of road labour, and all forfeitures, penalties, bounties, payments
and receipts according to the before-mentioned bill, commonly called the Road Bill,
and all forfeitures, penalties, bounties, receipts, payments, or liabilities of any nature-or description according to the Act before mentioned, to encourage the introduction
-of white mhabitants into this Island, commonly called the Deficiency Bill, and all
-sums or sums of money to be raised in the nature of a poll tax, or under any Act
now or hereafter to be in force in this Island, whereby any sum or sums of money shall
‘bé raised by a rate. per head upon all or any slave or slaves within the Island, whether
the said slave or slaves shall belong or be attached to or worked or usually employed
upon any estate or plantation, or whether the said slave or slaves be unattached te
-any plantation or estate, shall be fixed, rated, ascertained and determined by and
according to the original and annual returns upon oath of the total number of slaves
‘returned from time to time by virtue of this present bill, to establish a public registry
-of slaves in this Island, and that until the same shall be repealed, or the offices of
treasurer and registrar be held by separate persons, no other returns shall be deemed
necessary or called for.

And whereas it is highly expedient that the important office of registrar of slaves
of this Island should be held and exercised by a person in whose abilities, honour,
and integrity the utmost confidence and reliance may be properly placed, and that
the duties and responsibility attached to the said ‘office, should be sufficiently
remunerated ; and as the labour, trouble, and expense attendant upon the due execu-
‘tion of the said office, will for the first year thereof (or the year within which the

_ original returns of all slaves are required to be made) considerably exceed the trouble,
Jabour, and expense necessary in all subsequent years, during which the annual
return of all slaves is alone required; Be it therefore and it is hereby enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That there shall be paid to the said registrar for his salary,
for the first year of his holding and executing the said office (being the year in
which the original returns of all slaves are required to be made) to be reckoned
from the first day of January in onc year to the first day of January in the next
subsequent year; aud when and. after all the original return or returns are duly
egistered and certified, and the duplicate books of the said returns or registries
delivered as herein required to the governor or commander in chief for the time
being im council, and all the office certified copies of the lists and schedules
‘prepared and delivered, or ready to be delivered to the parties entitled to the same,
‘the sum of five hundred pounds current money of this Island, and that for each
and every subsequent year of his holding and executing the said office, reckoning
from the first day of January in one year, until the first day of January in the next
‘Subsequent year (in which period all annual returns of slaves are required to be
made) there shall be paid to the said registrar, for his salary for that year, or in
that proportion for any less time than’a year; and when and after all the said
annual returns shall be duly registered and certified, and the duplicate books of
the said annual returns or registry delivered as herein required to the governor
or commander in chief for the time being in council, and also the office certified
copies of the lists and schedules prepared and delivered, or ready to be delivered to
the parties entitled to the same, the sum of four hundred pounds current money
of this Island; and that the said sum of five hundred pounds current money of this
Island for the first year, and the sum of four hundred pounds current money for the
next and every subsequent year, during which the said registrar shall hold and
execute the said office according to the enactments hereby made, ordered, and
provided, shall be in full andinlieuof all fees, claims, and demands whatsoever, in-his capacity of registrar; save and except that the. said registrar shall be entitled
to demand and receive for every certified office copy of or extracts from any annual
or original returns of any schedules, lists, or returns of any slave. or slaves made to
and registered in his office of registrar, the sum of three shillmgs and sixpencecurrent money of this Island, for the same, if the said office copy or extract shall
not exceed or relate to above the number oftwenty slaves, and the sum of one shilling
and sixpence current money of this Island more for every ten slaves additional ;ane

: that
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that every person or persons shall have free access to the said office to examine the: yoRAGO
said lists, schedules and returns, and the kook or books of registry in the said office,
.on paying the said registrar eight shillings and three-pence current money of this
Island, for every search ; it being hereby understood and declared that no charge, fea
or demand whatever is to be made as respecting those single office copies ofall-regis-
tered lists or schedules of slaves before mentioned, which are hereinbeforg divected to’
‘be prepared and delivered to the owner ‘or owners, renter or renters, possessor or.
possessors, or the party-or parties making the said returns, or the inspection of the
yegistrar’s books, which the said persons are allowed to make for the purpose of ascer-
taining that-the said returns, lists or schedules have been actuallyregistered according
tolaw.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any Clause 34th.
person or persons shall be guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury by swearing falsely, Pecwy commit}
and knowing the same to be false, to any original or annual returns, schedules or lists enethe ee

1 m ware : . 1: ating to this Act,of any slave or slaves, before the registrar herein appointed by this Act, or shall |ow punished,
wilfully make or subscribe before the said registrar any oath, knowing it to be false,
and which the said registrar under this Act is hereby authorized to administer, he,
‘she, or they may be prosecuted by indictment, and be punished.as in cases of wilful
purjury at common law.
And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That nothing herein Ctause sth.

contained shall extend, or beconstrued to extend, in any manner to abrogate, deteri- Nothing contain
orate, interfere with, or abridge the rights and privileges held by this Island, and im this Act to eo
granted to its inhabitants by His Majesty’s most gracious Proclamation ofthe seventh erastoabri oe
of October one thousand seven hundred and sixty-three, and the twenty-sixth privileges grauted
of March one thousand seven hundred and sixty-four, under the faith and proinises of to this Island by
which as therein set forth, for the protection of their persons and properties, the formerproclama- |
dands of this Island were purchased and settled by the present inhabitants or their Hons, treaties auc
predecessors; or under the Capitulation of the thirtieth of June one thousand eight
hundred and three, whereby this Island was surrendered to His Majesty’s arms; or
under the late Treaty of Paris, of the thirtieth of May one thousand eight hundred
and fourteen, by which this Island was finally ceded to and restored to the United
Kingdom; and that nothing shall hereby interferewith, abrogate, diminish, or alter
any of the laws, customs, ordinances, rights or privileges by which this Island has
been heretofore governed, or by.and in conformity to and in the right of which the
inhabitants and proprietors thereof have hitherto claimed, owned, used orpossessed
any property, or exercised. any of the rights of property whatsoever within the same,
other than the same may be expressly altered, changed, enlarged, or amended
by this present Act, any thing contained to the contrary thereof in any way
notwithstanding. .

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That five hun- Clause 36th.
dred copies of this Act.shall be printed at the public expense and distributed, or This Act to be
otherwise disposed of, as the Governor or Commander in Chief for the time being, printed,and tise
the President of the Council, the Speaker of the Assembly, and the Registrar-of Slaves governor, president
for the time being shall direct. of the council, speaker of the assembly, and registrar of slaves.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That this Act shall cranes g7th.
be deemed, adjudged and taken to be a Public Act, and be judicially taken notice of 1's Act to beoye ‘deemed a Publicas such, by all courts ofjustice whatsoever. Act, and taken notice of as such.
And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the force, Glause 38th.

effect and operation of this Act shall be and is hereby suspended until His Royal This Act not to be
Highness the Prince Regent, acting by and on the behalf of His Majesty, shalt Me enn His

. , ; yesty’s pleasuredeclare and make known the Royal pleasure and assent thereto. is known,
Passed the Council the twenty-third, of January one thousand eight hundred:
and seventeen. Geo. Cumine, President of Council.

Sam Hall, Clerk Council.

~ Passed the House of General Assembly, the twenty-third of January one
thousand eight hundred and seventeen.

E. Piggott, Speaker of the House of General Assembly.
Assented to, this eighth day of February ‘one thousand eight hundred and

Wee

seventeen, F. P. Robinson, Governor.
Duly Proclaimed, this eleventh day of February one thousand eight hundred and

seventeen. John Barnes, Dep. Pro. Marshal.

338,
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TOBAGO.

TOBAGO. (A.)—Original RETURN of Plantation Slaves (or unattached Slaves) as
Neepeewee the case may be.

SCHEDULE.

The original Retwn of A.B. fer the Plantation C. D. in the parish of Saint
. for the total number of ali Slaves belonging or attached thereto, or
usually worked or employed thereon, (or in Return of unattached Slaves.) The
original Return of 4. B. of the town (or parish) of C. D. of the total number of
all ‘Slaves belonging to, owned and possessed by him, her or them (as the case
may be.)

 

 

   

. Names of

Oe Colour. Age. ' Country. Usual Employ.
Males, Females. - .

Bary + --[- -~ = -/] Black- - - 30. African -  - Field.

Adjuaa = - |e = = 2 4 25. Creole -  - Field.

Guaning - -{-  - = +] ¥ellowskin -] go. | African - --| Driver.

Nelly - -; Mulatlo -  - 20. Creole - = Sempstress. 
 

Total, two hundred and one male, and two hundred and ten female slaves.

“ Sworn to befere me, this day of January one thousand eight
** hundred and to be a true and distinct account, according to the
“* Registry Bill of this Island. (Signed) “ A.B”

“ ** Owner, manager, renter,
“ FP. B. Registrar.” attorney, possessor, (as

the case may be.’’)

 

TOBAGO.

(B.)—Annual RETURN of Plantation Slaves.

SCHEDULE.

the Returm of 4. B, for the Plantation called C.D. in the parish of Saint
_ for the total number of Slaves belonging or attached thereto, cr

usnally worked or employed thereon; with a true and distinct Account of ail
Births and Deaths thereon, and of all other additions to or deductions from the
steck of Slaves, from whatever cause, between the first day of January one thou-
send eight hundred and and thefirst day of January one thousand
eight hundred and

 

 

  

| Mates, Females,

Total Number of Slaves, as per de :
Return roide’ up- to first | ‘: 102, .January one thousand eight 7
hundred and |

(continued)
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  ———— al SSS TOBAGi

(8.)—Annual Return of Plantation Slaves—continued. Ne 7
  

Increase by Births :

 

 

 

< ee eee

XN
Names of

Oy Coleur, Date of birth,

Bales. | Females,

Richard |. -|Negro -~-|- + + 24th March.

i Phebe- -| Mulatto -|- = - 3d Apis.
!

Cufee +-;+ - - -{Yellowskinj - - + oth Jus.

| Rachel - -| Negro += -}- - + 4th August.

‘Yotal Inerease by Births -  - Two. Two.  
 

Addition by Purchase, &e.

;

Porter - -}- - - -| Negro - -| Purchased from J. Galhac.

Thomson |- - - -} Negro - - | Removed from Friendelup Estace,

Wilson- -|}- - - -j| Negro - -} Legacy from T. Wilson,
. 4

Quasheba | Mulatto - i Purchased from Isaac Richards.

Polly - - Yellowskin! Gift from Ann Robertes..

 
   , Total Addition by Purchase,&c., Three. Two. |

 

Decrease Ly Deaths:

 

Mars: - -|- - = -| Negro | - - 23d Januar..

| Thomson {- - - -| Mulatto.-[- - + 5th Apr:.

 

Dick - -|- = - +: Negro ~~] - - - gth July.

i
Mary Ann| Mustee- -] - - - 29d Septeaile:.

    Total Decrease by Deaths - Three. One.  
 

Deductions by Sale, &e.
Aecmeneewee cereue \ 

Cubba --|- - - -| Negro - -| Sold John Gordon.

John---|- - - - Yellowskin| Sold Richard Wilson.

Rose - -j{ Negro - -| Deserted, and now absent.

Pegay- -j} Mustee -{ Manumitted.

Thomas - Mulatto -|Sent to Antigua.

 

TotaiDeductions by Sale ~ «| Three. Two.    
 

Total Slaves, one hundred and three males, and ninety-eight females.

** Sworn to before me, this. - day of January one thousand eight
** hundred. and to be a true and distinct account, eccording to
** the Registry Bill of this Island.

(Signed) “4. B.”
““ W. B. Registrar.” “‘ Owner, renter, manager,

attorney, (as the case
may be.’’)

338.
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TOBAGO,
TOBAGO.
(pe (C,)—Annnal RETURN of unattached Slaves.

SCHEDULE.

The Return of 4. B. of the town of (or parish) C. D. of all Slaves belonging
and possessed by him (her or them, as the case may be) with a true and dis.
tinct Account of all Births and Deaths thereon, and of all other additions to or
deductions from the stock of Slaves, from whatever cause,
of January one thousand eight hundred and
January one thousand eight hundred and

Total Number of Slaves, as. per}
Return made up io the first|
uf January - - + = -f

between the first day
and the first day of

 

  
 

  

 

Total Increase by Births - -    
 

 

 

Total Increase by Purchase -  

Meles. Females,

16. 18,

Increase by Births:

: : a
aa ‘

Names of

o_o. Colour, Date of Birth.

Males. Females,

John - -|- - - ~| Negro --|- - + 10th April.

Betty- -|Mulatto -[- - - 16th June.

William -|. - . - Negro --|- - = seth September.

Louisa --}Yellowskin| « - - 16th December,

Two. Two.

Additions by Purchase:

ewe “per
f :

—

Thomas ~-|/- - - - Negro - -{ Purchased from John Williams.

Pally - +} Mulatto -| Gift from Ann Jones.

Mary - ~| Mustee- - | Legacy from Thomas Martin,

One. Two.   
o

Watty --{- = =

/George- -|- - ~

Molly -

 

Decrease by Deaths:

~,

Negro---[- - = 10th July.

Yellowskin| ~ - ~ 25th August.

Mulatto. -]- - = 21st October.

 

Total Decrease hy Deaths = Twe. One.  
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ae a — TOBAGO.
(C.) Anuual Return of unattached Slaves—continued. Nantpeel

Deductions by Sale:

Names of .

ee >" Colour. —

Males. Feimales,

Cupid --|- - -. Negro ~ - Sold Sohn Buchanan.

Ben «= --J- = = «4 Mulatto -| De Thomas Jacksen.

‘Margaret |Mustee- -|Manumitted.

Total Deductions by Sale, &c. Two. One.     
Total Slaves, fifteen males.and twenty females.

‘* Sworn to before me, this _ day of January one thousand cight
‘* hundred and to be a true and distinct accountaccording to.
* the Registry Bul of this Island.

(Signed) “A,

“‘ Owner, manager, renter,
attorney, possessor, (as
the case may he.”’)

“ W. B. Registrar.”
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