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CORRESPONDENGE, &e.

A.

Copy of a Letter from Earl Camozn to Lieutenant
Governor Nucent ; dated 4th October 1804,

(One Enclofure.).

‘Sir, Downing Street, 4th October 1804.
J AM to defire -you will tranimit to me, as fpeedily as poffible, the mok

correct and particular Information that can ‘be obtained upon the feveral Points.
{pecifiedin the inclofed Heads of Information.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) CAMDEN.

Lieutenant Governor Nugent,
&c. &c. &e

A. N° x.

(Enclofure.)

Heaps or INFORMATION.

AN Account of all the Negro Slaves imported into Jamaica every Year fince
1788 ; and of the Number re-exported in each Year.
The moft authentic and particular Account which. can be obtained of the.

Number of Negro Slaves in Jamaica, dividing them into Clafles of Male and Fe-
male ;-Children from 1 to12; Youth fram 12 to 20, full grown 5 Men and Women

from 20 to 60 ; and the Aged and ftating, as accurately as poffible, the Number ia

each Clafs refpedctively: Alfo,
An Account of the total Number of free Negroes, and of coloured People.

N.B. It is defirable that the Manner in which the Information is obtained,

and the Account made up, fhould be ftated as diftinétly as poffible, ;

You are alfo defired to tran{mit at the fame time, in Original and Duplicate, the

following further Information; viz. . .
A Lift and brief Abftraét ; or, if that be inconfiftent with requifite Difpatch, a

true Account of the Numbers, Dates, and Parties Names, of all Accounts or Re-

turns delivered in upon Oath by Matters, Owners, Proprietors, or Pofleffors ot

Slaves, or Overfeers, or Chief Managers, purfuant to the 7th Section of the Con-

folidation Slave A& of 1792, from the Month of March in that Year to the laft

_ ‘Date of fuch Account. .
Alfo a like Lift and Abftra&, or general Account, of all Returns made upor

Oath by Owners, Overfeers, or Managers, in purfuance of the 33d Section of the

faid A&t ofAffembly.
If it appears that no fuch Accounts or Returns have been duly made, or

that they lave been in any great Meafure negledted, you are requefted further

to fend, : .

~~ An Account or Lift of all Convictions had, Fines orForfeituresrecovered, and

of all Profecutions commenced againft the Defaulters, purfuant to the faid A&t

of Affembly.
If the faid Returns and Accounts have been wholly or generally neglected, ‘and

no Profecutions have taken place for that Caufe, you are to fend a Certificate to

that Effect.
39-
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PAPERS nespectizc.Aw
B.

(One Enclofuite.}

Copy of a Letter from Earl Camozn, to Governog
Cameron; dated 4th Odober 1804.

S*, Downing Street, 4th Oéober 1804,
I AM to defire you wil] tranfmit,to me, as fpeedilyas poffible, the moft coz.

sect and particular Information that can be obtained upon the feveral Points {pe-
cified in the ertclofed Heads of Information.

I have the honour to be, &c.
. (Signed) CAMDEN.

Governor Cameron,
&c. &c. &c.

B. N°.-7.

(Enclofure.)

Heaps oF INFORMATION.

AN Account of all the Negro Slaves imported into the Bahama Iflands, every
‘Year fince 1788, and of the Number re-exported in each Year.
The moft authentic andparticular Account which can be obtained, oftheNumber

of Negro Slaves in the Bahama Iflands, dividing them into Claffes of Male and
Female; Children from 1 to 12; Youth from 12 to 20, full grown Men and
Women from 20 to 60; and the Aged ; and flating, as accurately as poffible, the
Number in each Clafs refpectively ; Alfo,
An Account of the total Number of free Negroes and coloured People.
N. B. It is defirable that the Manner in which the Information is obtained, and

the Accounts made up, fhouid be ftated as diftinétly as poffible.
You are alfo defired to tranfmit at the fame time, in Original and Duplicate, the

following further Information :'
A Lift and Abftract, or general Account, of all .Retyrns made upon Oath by

Owners, Overfeers, or Managers, in purfuance of the 16th Setion of the Confoli-
dation Slave A&t of 1797.

If it appears that no fuch Accounts or Returns have been duly made, or that
they have been in any great Meafure neglected, you are requefted further to fend,
‘An Account or Lift of all Convictions had, or Fines recovered, arid of all

Profecutions commienced againft the Defaulters, purfuant to the faid AG& of
Affembly.

Ifthe faid Returns and Accounts have been whally or generally neglected, and
no Prorecations have taken place for that Caufe, you are to fend a Cettificate to
that Effect.

Cc.

—pe

(One Enclofure.)

Copy of a Letter from Earl Campen to Lord Lavinerow:;
dated 4th October 1804,

Downing Street, 4th O&ober 1804,
My Lord, ;
1AM to defire your Lordthip will tranfmit to me, as fpeedily as poffible, the

moit correct and particular Information that can be obtajned upon the feveral Points
fpecified in the inclofed Heads ofInformation,

I have the honour to be, &c,

(Signed CAMDEN.
The Right honourable Lord Lavington, gned)

&e. &c. &e,
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Cc. N°, I.

XEnclofure.).

Heaps or INFORMATION. .

AN Account of all.the Negro Slaves imported into the Leeward Ilands evety

“Year fince 1788, andof the Number re-exported in each, Year.

The moft authentic and pasticular Account

Number of Negro Slaves in the Leeward Iflands,‘dividing them into Claffes of Male

and Female; Children from 1 to .12; Youth from 12 to 20, full grown Men

‘and. Women from 2o to 60; and the Aged; and: flating, as.accuratelyaspoffible,

the Number in each Clafs refpectivelyz-Alfo,

An Account of the total Number of free Negroes and People ofColour. _

N. B. It is defirable that the Manner in which the Informationis obtained,

and the Accounts made up, fhould be fated as diftinétly as poffible.

You arefurther particularly required to tranfmit without Delay, an Account,

containing a Lift and Abftract of all Returns made to the Councils or. A ffemblies

of the different Iflands within your Government, in purfuance of the sth, 35th,

cand 36th Sections of the A&of the General Council and Affembly of the Leeward

Iflands, paffed in 1798, intituled, “An A& more effeQually to provide for the”

<< Support, and to extend certain Regulations for the Protection of Slaves, Sc.”

from the Date of the General A@t, to the Date of the faid Lift and Abftra&; the

{aid Lift and Abftra&t to contain the Dates of the faid Returns, the Names of the

Parties making the fame, and the Plantations for which they were made; and

alfo in refpect of Returns under the 35th and 36th Sections, the Number of Births

and Deaths refpectively comprized therein, together with fuch Caufes of Mortality

as may be fpecified thercin, by the Phyfician or Surgeon.

Alfo, An Account of the Number of Overfeers or Directors of Slaves in each

Tfland within the Government, who have appeared yearly, or in any one or more

Years fince the paffing of the faid A&, before the Court of King’s Bench or Com-

mon Pleas of the Hland wherein they refpectiyely refide, and taken the Oath.

prefcribed in the 8th Section of the faid At, and of the Number of Owners or

Dire€tors ofSlaves in each Ifand, who have at any time made default therein;

and alfo an Account of the. Convictions had or Profecutions inftituted for fuch

Default, and the Renalties recovered thereupon.
Thefe Accounts, Lifts, and Abftraéts, are. all to be ‘certified by the proper

Officers of the Councils and’ Affemblies, and of the Courts of King’s Bench and

Common Pleas, refpectively. If the faid Accounts, Lifts, and Abftraéts, cannot all

be made up with equal Difpatch, or in time to be tran{mitted by the fame Con-

veyance, you are requefted to fend them feparately as foon as they can be refpec-

tively prepared.
If the fame, or any ofthem, cannot be fully or accurately made up, you are

to ftate, and alfo require the Officers aforefaid particularly to ftate and certify

the Caufes thereof, and neverthelefs to tranfmit fuchAccounts, Lifts,and Abftracts,

in the beft and moft perfect Form in which they can be obtained, as f{peedily

as poffible. In cafe of any Difficulty or neceffary Delay, you are defired to fend

precife and full Information, as to the Nature of fuch Impediments, by the earlieft

Opportunity, and to ftate when, and to what'Extent; more perfect Information

may be expected fhould the Cafe feally be, that the Act referred to has not been

carried into Execution in all or any of the Provifions, the Effect of which is here

fought for, you are to ftate fuch Failure or Default of Execution without Delay.

N.. B. The general Law of the Leeward Caribbee Iflands, paffed in April 1798,

is {pecially intended in the firft general Enquiry refpecting Convictions and Pro-

fecutions for cruel and oppreflive Treatment of Slaves, in the Iflands within

their Government refpectively. You are particularly defired to ftate, to the beft

of your Knowledge and. Information, in your firft Reply hereto, whether any Con-

viétions or Profecutions have or have not taken place under that Act, within any

of the Leeward Iflands.

39:

which can be obtained, of the.
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4 PAPERS arspectrane

D.
et

(One Enclofure.) °

Copy of a Letter from Earl Campen to Governor Pravosr
dated 4th October 1804.

Sir, . Downing Street, gth October 1804,
I AMto defire you will tran{mit to-me,-as fpeedily as poffible,:.the moft

correct and particular Information that can be obtained, upon the feveral Points
{pecitied in the inclofed Heads of Information.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) CAMDEN.

Governor Prevoft,
&c. &e. &e.

D. N° 1.
 (Enclofure.)

ilgaps oF INFORMATION.

AN Account of all the Negro Slaves imported into Dominica every Year
fince 1788, and of the Number re-exported in each Year.
The mof authentic and particular Account which can be obtained, of the Num-

ber of Negro Slaves in Dominica, dividing them into Claffes ofMale and Fémale;
‘Children from 1 ‘to 12; Youth from 12 to 20, full grown Men and Women
from'20 to 60; and the Aged;and ftating, as accurately as peffible, the Number
in each Clafs refpectively: Alfo, .
An Account‘of the total Number of free Negroes and coloured People.
N. B. It is defirable that the Manner in which the Information is obtained, and

the Account made up, fhould be ftated as diftinly as poffible.
You are alfo defired to tranfmit at the fame time, in Original and Duplicate, the

‘following further Information; viz.
ALit and Abftract, or general Account of ail Returns, made upon Oath by

Owners, Overfeers, or Managers, in purfuance of the 7th and 8th Claufes or
Seiions of an A&, paffed in December 1738, intituled, An A@ for the * Encou-
* yagement, Protection, and better Management of Slaves.”

If it appears that no fuch Accounts or Returns have been duly made, or that
they have been in any great Meafure neglected, you are requefted further to fend,
An Account or Lift of all Conviétions had, and Fines or Forfeitures recovered,

and of all Profecutions commenced againft the Defaulters, purfuant to the fid AG
of Affembly. co

If the faid Returns and Accoynts have been wholly or generally negleéted, and
no Profecutions have taken place for that Caufe, you are to fend .a Certificate to
that! Effect.
You will alfo ftate whether the Ifland had in 1788 or 1799, when the A& was

made perpetual, or yethas, any and what parochiat or eftablifhed Clergy, by whom
the Regulations in Se@tions 3 and 4, have been or can be carried into Effect.

E.

(OneEnclofure.)

Copy of a Letter from Earl Camnen to Mr. Prefident Aye;
dated Downing Street, 4th Oftober 1804.

 

Sir, . Downing Street, 4th October 1804.
I AM to defire you will tranfmit to me, as fpeedily as poffible, the moft

correct and particular Information that can be obtained, upon the féverat Points
{pecified in the enclofed Heads of Information.

7 I haye the honour to be, &c,
To Mr. Prefident Adye, CAMDEN,

&c. &c. &c.
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EL N* x.
(Enclofure.)

Heaps or InrorMAaTtron.

AN Account ofall.Negro Slaves imported into Grenada every Year fince.
a} 788,, and of the Number re-exported in each Year.

“The -moft .quthentic.and particular Account which -can be obtained, of the

‘Number of‘Negro Slaves in ‘Grenada, dividing -them ‘into -Claffes of Male and

Female; Children from 1 -toaz; Youth from’ 12 to 20, full.grown Men: and
Womenfrom 20-to 60.5 and the Aged; and ftating, as a¢curately.as pofible, the
Numberin-each Clafs refpetively: Alfo, .
An Account of the-tetal. Number of free Negroes and-of-coloured People.
N.B. It’is defirable that the Manner in which the Information is obtained, and

the Account made yp, -fhould -be -ftated as diftindlly as pofijble.

~'You.are alfo defired to tran{mit-at the fame time,in Original and Duplicate,the
following further Information:; viz. - :

~ A Lift and Abftra&, or general Accqunt,-of all Returns made upon ‘Oath by

Owners, Overfeers, or Managers, in-purfuancé of the 11th.and 12th -Claufes or

Seétions of the A& of Grenada, for the Proteétion of Slaves, and promoting their

Increafe and Population, andforappointing Guardians, &c.paffed in 1796.

If it appears that :no fuch Accounts or Returns have been duly made, or that

they have been in any great Meafure neglected,you.arerequefted ‘further.to fend,

An Account of all Convictions had, and Fines or Forfeitures recovered, and

of allProfccutionscommenced againf&t the Defaulters, purfuant :to:the laid A& of

Affembly. . .

If the faid Returns and Accounts have been wholly or generally neglected, and
no Profecutions have taken place for that Caufe, you ate to fend a Centificate to

that Effe&. . ,

You are further-defiredto tranfmit an Account or Lift of the Namesof Perfons

chofen and appointed Guardians of Slaves in “Grenada and.-the Grenadines, from

time to time, fromand after the Expiration ofthe Term of Service of the Guardians

named in the {aid A& to the prefent Time, purfuant to the Direétions of the 15th

and 16th Sections of the faid A&t of Affembly: Alfo an Account or Lift of Guar-

dians fo .chofen and appointed, who have from time to time taken the Oath pre- —

{cribed by thefaid r6th Section, together with a Lift or Account of Certificates of

Guardians having qualified by.takingthe faid Oath, which have been tranfmitted and

filed in the Secretary’s Office, purfuantto the. faid 16th $eftion, diftinguifhiag the

‘Year or Time of Service for which fuch Guardians havebeen ‘refpectively fo quaii-

fied, which laft-mentioned Lift or Account is to-becertified before you upon Oath,

as truly extracted from the .original Certificates in the faid Office. If it appears

that any ‘Guardians fo chofen and appointed tave omitted to take the faid-Oath, or.

refufed to aétas Guardians, ‘you are defired to tranfmit an Account certified and

proved as aforefaid, of any Convictions or Profecutions which have been ‘had for

fuch Default under the id Ac of Affembly. .

You will further flate, whether the {aidA& has been renewed fince 1799, or any

other A& paffed for the fame Purpofes,

F,
—

(OneEnclofure.)

Copy ofa Letter from Earl Campen, to ‘Lord Searonras

dated. Downing Street, 4th October 480, |

Aly Lord, ’ Downing Street, 4th October 1 804.

I AM to defire you will tranfmit to me, as fpeedily as poffible, the moft-corre& |

‘and particular Information that can ‘be obtained,‘upon the-feveral Points tpecified

in-the inclofed Heads of Information. “the to be, &

. ; the honour to be, XC.

{havethe hono ”” CAMDEN.
To the Right honourable Lord Seaforth,

‘&c. &c. &c.

39
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6. PAPERS reErxrerine

F.N®. 1.
(Enclofure.)

Heaps or [nFoRMATION.

AN Account ofall the Negro Slaves imported into Barbadoes, every Year fince
1788, and ofthe Number‘re-exported in each Year.
The moft authentic and. particular Account which can be obtained, of the

Number of Negro Slayes in Barbatloes, dividing.theminto. Claffes of Male and.
Female; Children from 3 to 12; Youth from 12 to 20, full-grown Men and
Women from 20 to 60; and the Aged; and flating, as accurately as poffible, the
Nutnber in each Clafs refpectively; Alfo,
An Account of the total Number of free Negroes and coloured People.

N. B. It is defirable that the Manner in which the Information is obtained, and
the Account made up, thould be ftated as diftinctly as poffible.

G.

 

(One Enclofure.)

Copy ofa Letter from Earl Campgn to Governor BENTINCK;
dated Downing Street, 4th Oftober 1804.

Sir, - Downing Street, 4th Oétober 1804.
I AM fo defire you will tranfmit to me, as {peedily as poffible, the moft corre&

and particular Information that can be obtained, upon the feveral Points {pecified
in the inclofedHeads of Information.

I have the honour to be, fxc..
a, CAMDEN,

_ Yo Governor Bentinck,
&re. &c. &c,

G. N° 4.

(Enclofure.)

Heaps oF Inror MATION.

AN Account of all the Negro Slaves imported into St. Vincent’s every Year
fince 1788, and ofthe Number re-exported in each Year. | -
The moft authentic and.particular. Account which can be obtained, of the

" Number of Negro Slaves in St. Vincent’s, dividing them into Claffes of Male and
Female; Children ftom 1 to 12; Youth from 12 to 20, full grown Men and
Women from 2© to 60; and the Aged; and ftating, as accurately as poffible, the
Number in each Clafs refpectively; Alfo,
An Account of the total Number of free Negroes and coloured People.
N. B. Ic is defirable that the Manner in which the Information js obtained,

and the Acount made up, fhould be ftated as diftin@ly aspoffible,

H.

 

(One Enclofure.)

Copy of a Letter from Earl Campew to Mr. Prefident Tucxers
dated Downing Streer, 4th October 1804;

Sir, Downing Street, 4th OGtober 1804.
I AM to defire you will tranfmit to me, as {peedily as poffible, the moft

correct and particular Information that canbe’ obtained, upon the feveral Points
{pecified in the enclofed Heads of Information.

I have the honour to be, &¢.
CAMDEN,

To Mr. Prefident Tucker,
&c. &c. &,
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HL ON® 1,

- (Enclofure.)

Heaps or INFoRMATION.

ANAccount of all the Negro Slaves imported into Bermuda every Year fince
1788, and of the Number re-exported in each Year.

The moft authentic and particular Account which can be obtained, of the’
Number of Negro. Slaves in Bermuda, dividing them into Claffes of Male and
Female; Children from i.to 12; Youth from 12 to 20, full grown Men and
Women from 20 to 60; and the Aged; and ftating, asaccuratelyaspoffible, the
Number in each Clafs refpectively; Alfo,
An Account of the total Number of free Negroes and coloured People.
N.B. It is defirable that the Manner in which the Information is obtained, and

the Account made up, thould be ffated as diftin€tly as poffible,

I..
omrenewst

(Four Enclofures.}

Extra of a Letter from Lord SzarortH to the Earl
Campew ; dated Barbadoes, 13th November 1804..

{ ALSO enclofe four Papers, numbered from N° 1 to 4, containing, from dif-
ferent Quarters, Reports on the horrid Murders J mentioned in fome former Letters;
theyarefeleCted from a great Number, among which there is not-one in Contra-
dition of the horrible Fagts, though feveral of the Letters are very concife and des
fective ; the Truth is, that nothing has given me more Trouble to get to the
Bottom of than thefe Bufineffes, fo horribly abfurd are the Prejudices of the People;
however, a great Part of my Object is anfwered, by the Alarm my Interference has
excited, and the Attention it has called to the Bufinefs; Bills are already propofed
to make Murder Felony in both the Council and the Affembly; but, I fear, they
will be thtown out for the prefent in the Affembly; the Council are unanimous on
the fide of Humanity,

I. N’ og,

(Prefident Incz’s Statement.)

SraremenT in Cafe of Heyry Hants.

ON the reth Day of April 1804, on my Return té Enmore in the Evening,
A found Mr. Juftice Walton and Mr. Harding, former Manager of Prettejohn’s
Eftate, and now the Manager of the Society’s Eftate, attached to the Support of
Codrington College. Mr. Walton told me that Mr. Harding bad brought before
him aMan ‘of the Name of Henry Halls, a private Soldier in the St. Michael’s or
Royal Regiment, who had, in prefence of Mr. Harding, in a moft wanton, malicious
Manner, murdered a Negro Woman, that he did not know perfonally, but had
fince heard fhe was the Property of Mr. Clarke, the Owner of the Eftate called
Simmons’s; that the wes a valuable Slave, and had five or fix Children. Mr.
Walton faid that Halls feemed to be very indifferent about the Crime, and that he
had called upon me to know what was to be done with him, as Mr.Waltonfaidin
his Situation as a Magiftrate, the Law of the Ifland.admitted him no Jurifdidion
or Authority over him, and he did not confider he had a right to commit him to
Prifon without my Order.’ Mr. Harding then’ gave the following Teftimony : That
he was returning from Town, and juft above the Line of Pilgrim he overtook feveral
Market Negroes and this Man,Halls,on the Road; ke did not know this Man at
the time, but he had his Mufket and Bayonet fixed over his Shoulder, and his

Regimentals, as teturning from the Alarm which had arifen that Morning, and
39- difcharged
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-difcharged at Noon; that when he overtook this Man ‘it was not Six o’Clock ‘in

the Evening ; as he drew near him,heheard him muttering {ome Words, and faw

him rua afer fome Negroes with his Bayonet charged; that the Woman was on

the other Side of the Road ftill going ups and as he came up this Man, Halls,

ftopped until the Woman came by, and -immediatelyctoffed the Road, as Halle
made after-the Woman, and plunged .the. -Bayonet dnto her Body, when the poer

Creaturedropped, and without a Grean expired; he immediately went to him, .

and{poke hatthly:to bim, .and faid, he ought to be hanged, for he-never faw a mose
wicked, unprovoked Murder, and. that he would certamly carry him. before a

Magiftrate, and that -he fhould befent to Gaols and he faid, ** for what? killing
“a Negro?” On which he got Affiftance, and brought him.to.Mr. Walton the

Magiftrate, and that he, Mr. Harding, had accompanied Mr. Walton te me, te

gelate the Fact. I-told Mr. Walton that I regretted, with real Concern, the Defi-
-ciency in our Law; but that there was a Penalty dué to the King in fuch Cafes;
‘and that, as Mr. Harding had fufficiently fubftantiated the Fact, 1 would order tim
to be committed till he paid the Forfeiture, or.a Suitfhould be commenced againtt.
him: Accordingly ‘he was {ent to Prifon, where he now remains, and under Arreft
-from Mr Clarke’s Reprefentatives, to be recoveredaccording to Law, and the King’s
Fine, and will poflibly be there for Life, as I hear he is net wortha Shilling, nor no
-Expeétancy-everto pay it. Perhaps, my Lord, it was.a ftretch of Power in.me to
order Commitment before a Recovery of the Fine; -but the Evidence of Mr.
Harding, a Man of unblemithed Character, the Circumftances ofthe Cafe fo horrid,
fo wickedly deliberate and unprovoked, con{pited to induce me tofecure his Perfon
until the only Remedy of fome Punithment could be applied. Lamentable indeed is
At, that our Affembly (for I cannot-allowLegifature to form the Word)fhould look —
upon ‘tuch things with cold Indifference, and not provide that juft Remedy which
ithe Law of God and Man, 4n every other civilized Community but ¢4ss, has in
effet, and even upon larger Extentof Population and Slavery; in Jamaica not the
{malleft Inconvenience -has ever arifen. Surely! Surely they will be more dif- _
pofed to hear.Keafon, and to eftablith Juftice !

- Tothe fecond Query from your Lérdthip; I believethe Fact relates to the Cafe
which was inftituted by Aétion in the Court af Exchequer, before your Exceilency’
Jeft the Government, as I figned the Writ when Chief Baron, at the Suit of
Colbeck againft Crone; and i underftand Judgment has been admitted without
being given to Jury, againft Crone in favour ofColbeck; but whether the King’s Fine
4s included in that Recovery I really do not know, and your Excellency may be
better informed from the prefent Chief Baron or the Attorney General. Tae Cir-
cumftances of that Cafe I do not know.exadtly; from common Report, they muft
have beenrichly deterving of the‘Jus perColl—
To the. third Query.—lI never heard any official Account of the Cafe; I under

ftand from Enquiry,that the Fa&, as to the Murder, is true, that the Party’s Name
is Thomas Nowell, aButcher by Trade in the Parith of St. Andrew, and that being
in the dire&t Vicinity of the reverend Mr. Payne, and the honourable Colonel
Jordan, your Excellency may obtain a more particular Account of this infamous
Wretch, who, 1am told, ought to have.been removed from Society long age. ,

1. N®2.

Advocate General’s Letter to Lord Szarortn; dated.
‘Oftober 25th, 1804.

My Lord, October 25th, 1804.
I HAVE many Apologies to make to-your Lordfhip, for not fending an earlier

Anfwer to the feveral Queftions refpecting the Negroes who have of late been mot
‘wantonlyand inhumanly murdered. “The Delay has been owing to the Difficulty 1
have met with in procuring any thing ‘like fatistactory Information as to the katt of
the Cafes; and therefore I fhall hope for your Lordthip’s Excufe.

_ With refpe& to the firft; a Man of the Name of Halls, belonging to the Royal _
Regiment, was returning home from his exercifing Duty, on one of the Militiaae Days;
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Days; {everal Negroes were upon-the Road before him going on very quietly, and
amongft them a Woman big with Child,  Halls-was-in liquor, and was conttantly
bawling out to the Negroes and abufing them, and telling them if they did not get

out of his way ‘he wou:d make them. On his beginning to run after them, they:
all got out of his reach, except this unfortunate Woman; Halls ran up to her,

and, without the leaft Provocaticn on her Part, very cooly and deliberately ftabbed

her feveral times in the Breaft with his Bayonet. ‘The Woman,I believe, was not
killed upon the Spot, but died {con afterwards. Mr. Harding, the Overfeer of the

Society Piantation, was on his way home, and faw the whole Tranfaction; he im-

mediately fecured Halls, and had kim taxen to Gaol, where he now is.
As to the fecond ; Mr. Colbeck, who lived Overfeer on Cabbage Tree Plantation

in St. Lucy’s Parith, had bought a ‘new Negro Boy out of the Yard, and carried

him home; taking a liking to the Boy, he brought him into the Houfe, and made

him wait at Table. Mr. Crone (the Overfeer of Colonel Rowe’s Eftate, and which

is near to Cabbage Tree) vifited Colbeck, had noticed the Boy, and knew him

well. A Fire happening one Night in the Neighbeurhood, Colbeck went to give

Affiftance, and the Boy followed him. On Colbeck’s return home he miffed the

Boy, and as he did not make his Appearance the next Day, Colbeck fent reund to

the Neighbours, and particularly to Crone, informing them that the Boy was miffing,
and defiring them to fend him home if they fhould meet with him. Two or three
Days elapied, and the poor Creature was firft difcovered in a Gully, near to

‘Colonel Rowe’s Eftate; and a Number of Negroes were foon aflembled qbout
the Place. The Boy, naturally terrified with the Threats, the Noife, and the

Appearance of fo many People, hid himfelf under a Rock in the Gully; by this
time Crone -and fome other white Perfons had come up, a Fire was ordered to be

put to the Place where the Boy was, and he was adtuaily burnt cut. From this
Hole. the Boy ran to-a Piece of Water, which was near, and fome of the Negroes
went in after him. ‘The Boy, ‘it is faid, took up a Stone and threw it at one of
them. Crone, who it -feems had broughtaGun with him, leveiled it at the Boy,
and fhot him; and other Guns, as I have underftood, were alfo fired. The poor
Wretch was then dragged: out of the Water, and, without even -fending to his
Matter, a Holewas immediately dug, and he was put into it by Crone’s order. I
have been told that the Boy was not quite dead when he was buried. Colbeck, the
Owner, foon afterwards came up, andhad the Boy taken out of the Ground; and
there cannot be the leaft doubt that Crone muft have known him to be Colbeck’s
new Negro who had been miffing. A Man of the Name of Hoilingiworth, it was
faid, allo fired at the Boy, and Colbeckbrought his Action tn the Exchequer,
under the Act of the Ifland, againft Crone anda Hollingfworth. The Czufe was ready

to be tried, and the Court had met for the Purpofe, when Crone and Holting{werth
thought proper to.pay double the Value of the Boy, ‘and £.25 for the ufe of the

Hland, with all the Cofts, rather than tuffer the Bufinels to go on; and this L am

truly forry to fay was the only Pusifhment which could be infli€ted for Jo barbaraus
and atrocious a Crime. The Attorfiey General and myfelf were retained as Counlel
for Colbeck, and received Inftrutions to the above purport. The Cafe did not
appear fo {trong againft- Holiingworth ; but I'verily believe that, as agaiuft Crone,
it would have been fubfantiated by the fulleft Evidence. It is due to Celonel

Rowe to obferve, that he was in England when the horrid Tran{aGisn took place.

As to the third; a Man of the Name of Nowell, who lives in Ste Andrew’s

Parith, as 1 underiftand, had ‘been in the habit of bekaving mot brataily towards

his Wifs, and one Daywent fo far as to leck her up ia a Room, and confine her in

Chains. A Negro Woman belonging to this Maa, touched with Compaflion for

her unfortunate Miflrefs, undertock privately to releafe her; Nowell found it out,

ond, as I firtt heard: the ftory, had the Negro’s Tongue immediately cut out

nearly by the: Roots, of which the intaatly died. [ have fince been told, thet

INowell had the peor C:eature’s Tongue put through a Tole in a Door, and cuta

Part of it of bimfelf; ‘but that he is {till alive. ‘This Cafe has been told different

ways; and I have not, after many Inquiries, been able to fatisty mylelf as to the

real Truth. Thus much { have no doubt is certain, that the Wretch, Nowell, has

moft barbaroufly and cruelly ufed this Negro, merely because fl.e acted a kind and

compaflionate Part towards her Miftiets.
39. Permit
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Permit me now, my Lord, as a Barbadian, to return you my warmeft Thanks for
the Zeal you have fhewn in this Bufinefs; and I truft the Day is not far diftant,
when, through yourLordthip'sExertions, C fhall fee that A& in our Statute Book

ich remains a Difgrace to my Country.
fepeaied, which Be I havethe honoat to be, &c.

M. Couttnursr.
The Right honourable Lord Seaforth,

&c. &e. &e.

I. N* 3.

Extra&t from the Reverend Mr. Prrerim’s Letter to Lord
SearortH; dated St. James’s Parfonage, September 25th,
1804.

THE Man who killed the Woman azar Pilgrim, is, I apprehend, named
‘Halls or Halts, one of Sir John Burney’s Tenants, and belonging to Saint Michael's
Regiment of Militia. ; ; ,
The Manager who fhot the Man ia the Water is named Crone, living on Mr.

H. Rowe's Plantation in Saint Lucy’s Parifh. The Man was an African, a Slave
to a Mr. Colbeck, the Manager to a neighbouring Plantation, and had accidentally
ftrayed from his Mafter; Crone feeing him, purfued him with {everal Negroes;
the poor Creature pelted his Purfuers with Stones, and at length took Refuge in a
Pond, where he was inhumanly thot by the daftardly Manager, taken out of thePond; I repeat, my Lord, what I have heard, though Icould hope, for the fake
of Humanity, my Information has been falfe, and buried him while yet alive.

Nowell, a Butcher, living in Saint Jofeph’s Parifh, is the Wretch who murdered
the Slave for letting his Wife out of Confinement. The Circumftances of this
horrid Barbarity are almoft too fhocking to be related. On difcovering the poor
Creature had been inftrumental to his Wife’s Efcape, he obliged her to put herTongue through a Hole in a Board, to which he faftened it on the oppofite Side
with a Fork, and leaving her in that Situation for fome time, he afterwards drew
out her Tongue by the Roots.

This, my Lord, is what I have heard relative to the Cafes on which your Lordthip
defires Information; and as I have heard the Circumftances I have mentioned

- from different Perfons, told in nearly the fame Manner, I am led to fufpe& that
the Statement will be found to be but too correé&t.

I. N° 4.

Hittary Rows’s Letter to Lord Szarcrtu; dated agth
September 1804.

Checker Hall, Saturday Mornin » Sept. 29, 1804.My Lord, > y &» vept. 29 +

YOUR Lordhhip’s Letter of the 27th inftant, did not reach me until thisMorning, and I avail myfelfof the earlieft Moment to reply to it.
The cruel Murder to which your Lordfhip alludes, happened, as I underftand,fome Months previous to my Return to this land. On my Arrival the Circum-ftances, which were currently reported, were told tome, and I heard them withall theHorror and Indignation which they muft excite in the Breaft of every Man;nor Is it in my Power to offer a fingle Sentence in mitigation; I can only lament,as I moft fincerely do, the Deficiency of our Law to punifh fuch enormousOffenders.
I have difmiffed Mr. Crone from my Service within the laft ten Days. He fhouldnot have continued fo long my Servant after my Return, but for the Neceffity of

fettling
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fertling and arranging many Accounts, &c. which had paffed under his Dire&ion,
during my Abfence from the Ifland of nearly three Years.

I will take care to make Mr. Crone. acquainted with the Purport of your Lord-
fhip’s Letter, that he may make what Defence he thinks proper.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Right honourable Lord Seaforth, (Signed) Hittary Rowe.

-  &c. &c. &c.

The REPORT froma Committee of the Houfe of Aflembly of

Jamaica, appointed to inquire into the Proceedings of the Im-
perial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, relative to the
Siave Trave, &c. &c.

HOUSE or ASSEMBLY,

Veneris, 23° die Novembris, 1804.

WE your Committee appointed to inquire into the fteps which have been taken
tn the Pailiament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland to abolifh
.the Slave Trade; into the Meafures adopted for equalizing the Duties on Sugar,
imported from the Eaft Indies and from the Britifh Colonies, and the additional

Impofts which have been laid on our principal Staples; to confider of the Effects
which thefe Meafures have produced, and are likely to produce, on the Agricul-

ture and Commerce of this Country dire@tly, and indire&tly on the Manufactures
and Trade of the Mother Country, and report the facts, with their Opinion of

the fteps which ought to be purfued by the Houle, in the diftrefled Situation to

which the Ifland is reduced, have to report,

That, in obedience to the Orders of the Houfe, we proceeded to colle& the In-

formation which appeared moft material, and could be procured on the feveral

important Subjeéts to which the Houfe had been pleafed to dire&t our Attention,

and to give our moft ferious Confideration to the Effects produced, or likely to

enfue, from the Meafures we are about to detail.

Purfuing thefe Inquiries,in the Order pointed out by the Houfe, we find

that no Meafures for a dire€&t Abolition of the Slave Trade were taken in the

Imperial Parliament, from its Meeting, until the laft Seffion, when a Bill was
prefented by Mr. Wilberforce to the Houfe of Commons, intituled, “ An Act

for the Abolition of the Slave Trade at a Time limited.”

This Bill paffed the Houfe of Commons on the 27th of June, and was, the

Day following, fent to the Héufe of Lords, and read a firft Time.
On the 3d of July, the Day appointed for the fecond Reading, a Motion was

made, and carried, for poftponing fuch fecond Reading for three Months. The

Object of this Bill was thus defeated for the prefent; but there is Reafon to be-

lieve that the Meafure will again be attempted early in the next Seffion of Par-

lament.
By the Bill, as it paffed the Houfe of Commons, the Abolition was to take

place from the 1ft Day of January 1805; the Reafon affigned in the Preamble

of the intended At being, that the Slave Trade is contrary to the Principles of

Juftice’and Humanity. . .

Weare, however, well informcd that, although the Houle of Commons con-

tented themfelves with this general Preamble, the Members who introduced and

{upported the Bill were as copious, as has been ufual on former Occafions, in their

Mitreprefentations, Miftatements of Facts, and their Abufe of the Holders of

Weft-India Properties; a Procedure to which they fhould not have called the

Attention of this Houfe, but that it feems to have had a moft extraordinary

Influence on that Body, and, at the very Moment they were appealing to the. Prin-

ciple, induced them to fwerve from that even-handed Juftice which delights

39-
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to liften with Candour to the-Claims made on it, by all Parties, to invefliaate them
with Patience, and abhors facrificing the Rights and Welfare of one fet of Men,
under the Idea of adminiftering Juftice to another. The Bill contemplates no
Immolation of our Rights at the Shrine of pretended Humanity, no Deviation|
from Jufice in the Deterioration of our Properties, without Compenfation, with-
out Enquiry, without even the laft Confolation, feldom withheid from the Oppreff:d
or Unfortunate, a patient hearing of their Grievances and Complaints.

It is proper to ftate, rhat our Interefts were not neglected on thisoccafion. A
Petition was prefented to the Houle cf Commons, by Edmuad Pufey Lyon,
Efquire, the Agent for this Ifland, deprecating the Agitation of the Queftion;
fetting forth the Rights of the Colonills to enjoy their Eftates and Property, ac--
quired uader the Sanétion cf Law, and the fulicft Confidence in the good Faith
of the Britith Legiflature; ftating, briefly, the Injury and Ruin likely to be
brought on the Inhabitants of this Ifland, from depriving them of a Supply of
African Labourers; and praying that the Bill might not pais intoa Law, and to
be heard by Council. A fimuar Petition was prelented by the Piariters, Mér-
chants, Mortgagees, Annuitants, and others interefted in the Britifh Weft-India
Colonies. a
On the Report of the Bill, Counfel were called in, and Mz. Pigott’ was heard.

After opening the Ca‘e, he offered to prove it, and propofed to commence with
the Evidence of Lord Balcarres, whole Opportunities of acquiring valuable In-
formation it were fuperfluous to ftate. The Counfel were ordered to withdraw,
and tke Houfe of Comnions came to what we muft be permitted to call the
very fingular Refolution of rejeGting all Evidence, affuming, as we are informed,
that no new facts, to vary the afpect of ourCale, had occurred, except fuch as
-were Matter of public Notoriety, and that they were in poffefion of a fufficient -
Body of Evidence as to the. State of the main Queftion; alluding, as we prefume,
to the Allegations and Affertions, not verified by Oath, on which a fimilar Pro-
cedure of the Houfe was grounded twelve Years before.
The general Allegation of the Slave Trade, being contrary to the Principles of

Juftice and Humanity, has been fo often confidered, fo fully difcuffed by reflecting
Men in Great Britain, and by {pecial Committees of the Houle of Afflembly here,
that it is perhaps unneceffary to enter on the Subje&t at prefent. The particular
Accufations of Oppreffion, without the mcans of Redrefs, of avaricious and un-
feeling Rigour exercifed towards our Slaves, unreftrained by a Senfe of Intereft
or the Dictates of Humanity, heaped upon the Inhabitants of the Britifh Weft
India Colonies, have been repelled aad refuted by fuch irrefragable Evidence,
that they can now make little Impreffion, except on the prejudiced and unin-
formed.

So ingenious is the Malice of our Adverfaries, that, when driven from this firft
and leading Ground of an Application for an Abolition of the Siave Trade and of
Slavery, they have endeavoured to turn the Vindication to our Deftruction, by
alledging that we hall fuftain no Injury from withholding a Supply of African
Labourers, our prefent Stock being fufficient to keep up the Population, and carry
on our Plantations. Another Poftulatum affumed is, that no new fads have occurred,
which fhould induce the Legiflature of the United Kingdom even to paufe and
inquire whether this important Meafure is of doubtful Efficacy in the Eye of
Juftice and Humanity, repugnant to found and enlarged Policy, and deftructive
of the cleareft Rights of the Colonifts. A third Pofition advanced by the higheft
Authority, is, that a continued Importation of Africans, and an Augmentation of
the Negro Population, muft increafe the Difproportion between the Inhabitants
of free Condition and the enflaved Negroes, and add to the Danger of the former,
from Infurrections and all their fatal Train of Confequences.

With great Deference we prefume to entertain a diferent Opinion, and, as it is
founded partly on local Information, which cannot have fallen within the View
of thofe who are called: to decide this Queftion, and the future Fate of this
Country, we fhall take leave to fubmit a few Obfervations on thefe Heads, and

~ on the Claim of the Proprietors of-Weft India Plantations, to an Inquiry into their
Loffes aud full Compenfation, fhould the Parliament of the United Kingdom
finally doom their Eftates to Decay and Deftruction.

We
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We find, thgt the firft Propofition for an Abolition of the Slave Trade greatly
alarmed the Planters of this Ifland, and the fubfequent and repeated Difcuffion of
the Queftion has continued to agitate their Minds, and greatly retarded the
Profperity of the Country. Perfozs: of cautious Tempers and timid Difpofitions.

have declined embarking in agricultural Speculations, or trufting their Capitals in
loan to thofe valuable Men engaged in this moft uleful of all Purfuits. Under

_ thefe Difadvantages and Difficulties, and cthers of no le(s Magnitude hereafter to
be touched on, the Cultivation of the Country has been extended, and the Pro-

duce greatly augmented. On an Average of four Years immediately after thefe
Difcuffions began, and ending with 1791, the Quantity of Sugar exported from

the Ifland was 84,348 Hogtheads, 9,164 Tierces, and 1,364 Barrels, equal to
90,658 Hogtheads. For four Years cnding the 30th September 1804, the average

annual Export has been 115,883 Hogtheads, 14,684. Tierces, and 2,275 Barrels,

or 126,028 Hogtheads, being an Increafe of 35,470 Hogtheads, although, during

three of the faid Years, the Crops have been diminifhed by fevere Droughts.

Confiderable as has been the Increafe in the Quantity of Sugar, it is to Coffee we

mutt look for the great and permanent Advantages, which have accrued to this Ifland

and to the Mother Country from the Importation of African Labourers, for the

laft twelve Years. Previous to 1733, the Coffee raifed in Jamaica was under

500,000/bs, and had for fome time been -decreafing. In that Year, 6d. per Lb.

was taken from the Excife. This moderate Encouragement foon doubled the

former Quantity.
It was not, however, until the calamitous Situation of St. Domingo gave a

Profpeét of an extenfive foreign Market, that the Attention of the Planters of

this Ifland was ferioufly dire¢ted to the Cultivation of a Staple, which had fo

much contributed to the Profperity of their Neighbours. For four Years, ending

with 1791, the average Exportation had advanced to 1,653,066/ds. annually. In the

four Years, ending the 3oth September 1804, the Exportation amounted. to

69,293,662/bs. or 17,323,415/6s. and, during the Jaft of thefe Years, was

22,063,980/b5. . .

It is admitted that many of the Plantations, on which this Article is cultivated,

are in their Infancy, that three or four Years elapfe before Returns can be expected,

and that very few have yet been brought to that productive State which they

will fpeedily attain, if not cramped in the ufual Supply of African Labourers, or

difcouraged by other Reftri€tions.
When the Quantity of Wafte Land fit for the Production of Coffee is-confidered,

and the Progrefs made under accumulated Hardfhips, we fee no Reafon to doubt

that. the Quantity raifed within this Ifland may be brought to equal that exported

from St. Domingo, in its moft flourifhing State, and are confident that the Pro-

duce of the laft Year will at no diftant Day bedoubled. Affuming only that, the

Settlements already formed, when carried to the higheft State of Cultivation, will

yield 44,000,000/s. Anew Article of Commerce has been created, which Great

Britain will re-export (for unfortunately very little is confumed within the King-

dom), and valued at 6/. per Cwt.a Price far lefs than is at prefent paid by the foreign

Purchafer, will add to the general Balance of her Trade no lefs a Sum thar

2,640,000/. will load 55 Ships meafuring 19,000 Tons, and give. Employment to

nearly 1,000 Seamen. .
By an Abolition of the Slave Trade thefe Advantages muft be given up; the

Sugar Plantations, if afflicted with no other Calamity, will gradually fink below

the Production in 1791, whilft the fhort-lived Profperity of the Coffee Planter

will be inftantaneoufly arrefted, and his flattering Hopes of Independence con-

verted into a fatal Certainty of Bankruptcy to his Creditors, and Ruin to himfelf

and his Family. . i.
Although the ‘Subje& might well juftify it, this 1s not the Language of

Declamation, but a mere Indication of Confequences inevitable and demon-

ftrable. ;

It is Matter of public Notoriety, that hardly any of the Coffee Plantations are

fully fettled. Several Years are required to bring the Trees to Maturity; very .

little Labour will keep the Plantation in proper Cultivation, until the important

Time arrives when the Berries muft' be picked and cured. The Number of La-

39. bourers
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bourers previoufly fufficient muft then be rapidly augmented, or the whole Fruit of |
the Capital funk.- . .

Although it might be expedient, to provide and fettle the Negroes earlier, yet
there is no doubt of the Practice being otherwife, from an Impoflibility of obtain-
ing the Credit neceffary until the Profpe@ of Repayment-is at hand. _
An additional Number of Labourers, equal to all at this Moment employed on

the Coffee Eftates, will be required to culfivate them with Effe@ andAdvantage,
and, unlefs thefe are fupplied, inevitable Deftru€tion will enfue. We beg leave
to obferve, that no Care or Attenticn to the Welfare and Increale of the Negroes.
can prevent thefe Conlequences. They may increafeinNumber, but the effe@ive
Labourers muft diminifh ; the Coffee Plantations having been fettled, or at leaft
carried-to their prefent State of Profperity, within the laft twelve Years, are cul-
tivated by Africans, almoft all purchafed within that Period, and yet in the. prime
of Life. ,
A Planter with an hundred fuch Negroes,may’probably work eighty of the

Number. . Twenty Years hence, fuppofing his People to increafe, by Births be-
‘yond the Deaths, to one hundred and twenty, he will not be able to work more
than thirty to fprty able hands; the reft will confift of Invalids, the Aged paft .
Labour, and Children not yet fit for it.. Should fifty -additional Labourers be
purchafed, the Work of the one hundred and ‘feventy will not_be more than the |

-firft hundred could perform; the Produce and Return to the Proprietor will be
much lefs, not only from the Expence of Taxes, medical Care, feeding and
cloathing ‘the larger Number, but becaufe his Fields will be more fterile, and
require higher Cultivation and additional Care to yield an equal Return.
We have thought it material to point out the new and critical Situation of the

Coffee Planter, and fhall not enter {o much at ‘length on the Confequences to the
Cultivator of Sugar... They have been often well reprefented, and thofe, who haye-
inquired and reflected, cannot doubt that the Cropswill. foon be reduced by the
Operation of the fame Caufes, In one-very. important view, his State is wor(e
than that of the Growers of the leffer Staples.

It has been faid, that when raifing of Sugar becomes unprofitable, he may turn
‘his Attention and Induftry to other productive Articles.

No Perfon acquainted with Welt Indian. Agriculture could have hazarded fuch
an Affertion. To fay nothing of facrificing the large Proportion of Capital invefted
in theWorks, and expenfive Utenfils adapted for the peculiar Proceffes of Sugar-
boiling and Diftillation, it is well known that Lands, long employed for raifing
Canes, are unfit for the profitable Cultivation of any Article exported from this
Ifland. Coffee muft be eftablithed in Virgin Soil, and Cotton will not thrive on
fome Lands the beft adapted for the Growth of Canes. In many Places even Grafs
cannot be raifed on old Fields worn out with the Produétion of Sugar. The Cul-
tivation of this Staple, once elected, muft be perfevered in, nor can it be reduced
below a certain Scale without inevitable Lofs.
The Expence of the Ettablifhment of a fmall Plantation in feveral important

Articles, differs little from that of the largeft.. What the laft may fupport fwallows
up the whole Produce of the firft. We may here.obferve, that it is to this Pecu-
liarity in Sugar Cultivation that much.of the augmented Produ@tion is owing. Far
from being, in all Cafes, a Symptom of Profperity, extending Piantations is not

unfrequently a Paroxy{m of Defpair. Seeing, that unlefs his Eftate can be brought
up toacertainScale, no Profit can be expected, the Planter borrows to the utmoft
of his Credit, attains at laft the Quantity looked for, but has the Mortification to
find that a new Duty and decreafedPrice-place him in the fame diftreffed Situation
from which he had made a ftruggle toemerge. It follows, that -if you deprive the
Sugar Planter of the means of keeping up the Produce of his Eftate to a certain
‘Quantity, by affifting his old exhaufted Fields with high Cultivation, by means
of additional Labour, you doom him to Deftruétion; for. when he muft give u
planting Canes, no Alternative remains but to permit his Works to go to. Decay,
and his Lands to be over-run with Weeds and Buthes; hisNegroes mutt be fold
to a more fortunate Neighbour, if, as is moreufual in fuch Cafes,. the Sheriff be-
not ready to take them in. Execution for a Debt, which their utmoft Value is
unable tofatisfy.

The
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‘The Courfe of this Difcuffion leads us to call your Attention to the Affertion»

that a Continuation of the prefent Trade with Africa, by augmenting the Number

of Slaves, would increafe the Diiprcportion between them and the Inhabitants of

free Condition, and acd to the Danger of the Colony. The Confequences which
followed the large Importation of Negroes info St. Domingo before the Defolation
of that unfortunate ifland, are prody¢ed, as an Inftance in point, and predicted of
an equally rapid Augmentation of out Slaves. It would be eafy to thew that the
Troubles of St. Domingo were in no degree occafioned by the recently imported

Africans: They-originated in the Bofom of the Legiflature of the Mother Coun-

try. The native A ricans were not even: the immediate Inftrumentsof thofe who

lighted the Torch of Difcord and Death in that once happy Country, but with their

Matters have been the Victims ofill- timed Difcuffions and infane Decrees.

Waving this Inqutzy for the prefent, we fha!l content ourfelves with affigning the

Reafons for our Belief that very different Confequences are likely to enfuehere from

thofe predicted by fpeculative Declaimers, unacquainted with local Circumftances

if not mifled by defigning Enemies. ,

It is admitted that the Diiproportion between the Slaves and the Inhabitants. of
free Condition, is one great Danger arifing from the State of the Weft India Popu-
lation. But we cannot allow that this Difparity is likely to be augmented by a

Continuance of the Trade with Africa, or by a pofitive Increale’in the Number

of Labourers from Importation. The great Source of the Inequality is the Num-

ber of Eftates belonging to Proprietors refident in Great Britain. A few, long

fettled there, enjoying the Fortunes acquired by ‘their Anceftors in better Times,
fome for the Education of their Families, or from the State of their Health. One

Agent often reprefents many Abfentees, ‘and is defired to carry on the Cultivation

of their Plantations with the fmalleft Number of white People pofible, from Mo-

tives of Economy.
Of late Years thofe Gentlemen have not been Purchafers of many additional Ne-

groes: Alarmed by the Meafures of which they are Witneffes in Great Britain,

and finding that their Plantations, in place of yielding a Revenue, have, in many

Inftances, been cultivated at a Lofs, they have carefully avoided adding to an un-

productive Capital, and prefled their Managers for immediate Returns to accumu-

late fomething in Great Britain to ftop the Clamours of Creditors, or for their own

immediate Subfiftence.
The Africans imported have been diftributed amongft Tradefmen, Jobbers,

Overfeers, or Perfons employed in cultivating the fmaller Staples: A few have

fallen into the Hands of enterprifing Sugar Planters of moderate Fortune, refident

within the Ifland, in fome Inftances fettling new, in more exténding and improv-

ing old Eftates’; but the great Body have been employed in opening Lands there-

tore of little Value, and eftablifhing Coffee Plantations, of which the rapid In-

creafe and thriving Situation have been before mentioned. Although the abfolute

Number of Slaves bas increafed, the relative Proportion of free Inhabitants remains

much greater than it would have been,-had no Africans been imported.

The only Means by which that moft ufeful Body of Men, the Overfeers and

Book-keepers on Plantations, can acquire a Competence, is by purchafing a few

Negroes (at firft generally hired by their Employers on liberal Terms): and gradu-

ally adding to the Number, until equal to commencing a Settlement. Take

away this fole Mode of acquiring an Eftablifhment, and you drive from the Coun-

try the moft enterprizing and intelligent. In future you would expect in vain

Adventtrers of the Defcription who have lately reforted to the Ifland and fuperin-

tend Plantations ; young Men of decent Families, of good Morals, and in many In-

ftances of liberal Educations.
The Situations in which the Negroes recently imported have been fettled, and the

Manner in which they have been employed, have greatly conduced, ‘and are daily

adding, to the Safety of theCountry. Eftablifhed chiefly on the Mountains in the

interior, they have cleared of Wocd, and covered with Coffee Trees and Provi-

fions; extenfive Tratts, formerly a Shelter for Fugitives from Plantations, or hunting

Grounds for Maroons. Great Roads of general Communication have been opened,

andare’every where interfected by fmaller Branches leading to the differcnt Settle-

39-
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ments., Troops may be marched with Facility, and a& with effe@ in Places lately
covered with impervious Forefts. The immenfe Powers which civilized Man derives
from Science and Ta¢tics can be brought to his Aid, in place of contefting fingle-.
handed in folitary Haunts, where all Advantages are on the Side of his favage
Adverfary, ‘Let any one who doubts thefe Pofitions turn to the Annals of our late
Maroon Warfare, and confider maturély if theCountry has been endangered by the
Importation of Labourers from Africa within the laft twelve Years, and declare
dilgafGonately whether twice the Number {o fettled, and properly fuperintended
by a due Proportion of white Inbabitants, would not have greatly added to the
ublic Safety.

P If ever a Crifis pregnant with Danger to the Ifland fhall approach from the re-
lative Difproportions of the free and enflaved Inhabitants, it will be when'a Dere-
liGion of the Slave Trade by Great Britain, whilft it is continued and ericouraged
by other Nations, fhall drive your beft Tradefmen, moft enterpriting Overfeers,
and {maller Settlers, to the foreign Colonies, or the fouthern Part of the,United.
States, and convert their moderatebut thriving Plantations, which at prefent add to
the Strength, Salpbrity, and Wealth of the Country, into Haunts for Runaways
and Thieves, whilft their Negroes will be purchafed by a few overgrown Proprietors,
who alone have the Means of paying for them; when, for the Reafons already
aftigned, a further Supply to the white Population cannot be expected, when Roads
of Communication and Interfection can no.longer be kept open in the {nterjor, when
you can have no effective Militia, no intermediate Body between the enflaved
Negroes and the opulent Proprietor refident.in Great Britain, reprefented by an.
Agent affifted with a few indented Servants, when the Population of the Towns
fhall have declined with the Profperity of the Country. Then indeed! the worft
Evils, vaticinated by. the Advocates for an Abolition, will be at no great Dif-
tance, and, like many other Predictions, will complete and affure their.own
Accomplifhment. °
The Injuftice and Inhumanity of purchafing Slaves in Africa, and the Expe-.

diency of continuing in a State of Bondage the Negroes born in our Colonies ‘until.
they fhall be gradually fitted to receive Emancipation, is a Diftinction much toa
refined for: tke Underftandings of the latter; but they will have no Difficultyin.
apprehending that the great Country of the Bocaras (or white Inhabitants) have .re-
Sufed to permit their Mafters to purchafe more Slaves, and would give them Freedom, were
it not oppofed by their Owners.
They will foon fee that the Situation in which the Ifland is placed: invites them.

to afift the Withes of their Friends, before the Delufion. fhall vanith; and, ‘in.
fuch Circumftance, the Struggle will not be long, although the Cataftrophe will
be terrible !
Wilt we turn from it with Horror, fhall we ufe no Means to avert fuch Cala-.

mities? And muft we fubmit to be told cooly by thofe who are without its Verge,
and little involved even in its Confequences, that, blinded by Prejudice and’Avarice,
we know nothing about our own Affairs ?
We hope that, when the Subject is again-under Review in the Imperial Parlia-

ment, the Houfe of Commons, if they entertain a Queftion, the very Difcuffion of
which is pregnant with the greateft Mifchief to us, will enter on it in a different
Temper, and will admit, that, as Britons, bearing faithful Allegiance to our King,
and zealoufly attached to our Country, we brought with us inherent Rights to.the
full Enjoyment of Property lawfully acquired. That thefe Rights, if they’ could
not be ftrengthened, were by Royal Proclamations and Charters recognized,to exift
undiminifhed as Colonifts: That, by repeated AGs of Parliament, Inducements.
and Encouragements have been held forth, on the Faith of which an immenfe
Mafs of Property has been invefted in the Wedft-India Iflands, for the Cultivation
of Staples, highly advantageous to the Empire, often with little Profit to the
Individual :-
That but for Affurances, held forth and reiterated in the moft unequivocal

Manner by the Britifh Legiflature, of.a conftant Supply of. African: Labourers, the.
Settlement of thefe Iflands could never have been attempted, and the great Body of
Britith Creditors, whofe Fortunes have affifted in opening the Plantations, and are
now fecured upon them, would not have embarked their Capitals, but from an im-
plicit Confidence in the good Faith of Parliament :

That,



rat SLAVE TRADE. a

That,ifthefe ‘Colonies, which have heretofore ‘been fo.advantageous to the
‘Mother Country, are ‘to be endangered by ‘the Experiments of Fanatics, or the
‘vifionary Theories of {peculative Men: :

If the Property of the Inhabitants is to be.deftroyed, or evento‘be diminifhed in
Value, ‘the Security of their Creditors frittered away, theirLivesandthofe of their
Families placed in fuch a Situation as Shall oblige them to retire to fome other Part
-of the World for Proteétion and Safety ;if their profitable Exiftence is thought
to be inconfiftent with what is due fram the Britith Legiflatureto the Natives
sof Africas 7

If their Rights and Property are to.be facrificed at the Shrine ofpretended Hu-
‘manity and Juftice, we alfo appeal to enlightened Juftice for a fuil Enveftigation of
‘the Damages which mutt follow, and complete Compenfation for the Loffes which
Shall be fuftained, and we claim this as a Right, founded on the cleareit. Principles
of Juftice, and fanctioned by the uniform Practice of the Britifh Legiflature, in
-all Cafes where the Property of Individuals has been trenched on .or diminifhed in
walue by Regulations intended for the general Benefit. .

If the Houfe of Commons, influenced by popularPrejudice and Jed. away -by
Declamations, fhall difregard our folemn Appeal to.its Juftice, which we ‘never
fhould have infinuated to be poffible, but for the Decifion above alluded to, we truft
to an impartial Inveftigation by the Houfe of Lords, where the Teft of an Oath will
prote& us from much of.the Mifreprefentation which has been called Evidence in
the other Houfe. We have Confidence that they will weigh maturely the Claims
of all Parties, and that, in diftributing Juftice with Mercy to. the Sons ofAfrica,
they will not forget the unfortunate, the’degraded, the perilous Situation to which a
hafty Decifion may reduce Thoufands of Britifh Subjects, againft whom no Delin-
quency ‘can be proved ; who have nothing to reproach themfelves with but havin
placed Confidence in the gocd Faith of the Legiflature of their Country-—wewil
not fay too much Confidence, becaufe we yet hope that it will be jatftified by a
Determination that fhall put at reft this important Queftion, on which hangs the
future Deftiny of this Colony; and we cannot doubt that, fhould the Voice ofthat
Houfe fan4tion an Abolition, thefame A& will contain a complete Provifion for the
Indemnification of all Loffes, at the general Expence of the Empire.
We recommend that the Agent’ of the Ifland be inftructed to take every legal

Means to prevent an Act fo deftructive of our Rights as that lately paffed by the
Houfe of Commons, from receiving the Sanction of either Branch of the Legiflature,
and to aét in concert with fuch Committees as may be appointed by the Refident
Weft India Proprietors, in. purfuing proper Meafures for bringing forward, by
Evidence and Counfel, our Reafons for objeéting to any Alteration in the prefent
Syftem, and our Claim and Right to a Provifion in the A&, fhould it be paffed, for
due Inquiry being made into the Loffes which fhall be {uftained by the Inhabitants
of this Colony, and full CompenStion for the Deftruction cr diminitthed Value of
their Property. .

Although an Abolition of the Slave Trade be an effeftual, it is nat the fole,

Means by which the Weft India Ifands may be ruined: the fame Object may be

obtained as completely, although with fomewhat lefs Rapidity, by encouraging the

Cultivation of Sugar in the Eait Indies, where the Fertility of the Soil, the Fa-

cility of Irrigation, the Eafe with which Commodities are tranfported, by means of

an extenfive inland Navigation, the Abundance of Provifions, the Cheapnefs of

Labour, and the Structure of Society, give Advantages which Nature has denied

to thefe Iflands, and where the Cultivator is exempt from the Reftrictions, which

bear heavieft on our Agriculture, and will operate as a pofitive and immenfe Bounty

to our Rivals.
Each of thefe in detail might deferve the Confideration of the Houfé; they are

now, however, well known to moft Gentlemen of general Information, whofe Duty

it will be to weigh their Effects, when called to decide on the Propriety of givin

additional Encouragement to thefe highly favoured Settlements, at the Expence

other valuable Parts of the Britifh Empire. oo,

We fhall therefore content ourfelves with contrafting the comparative.Situation
of the two Countries, in ‘refpeét of their Labourers, and the Capital employed .

in the Operation of converting the Cane Juice into Sugar. ;

"39°
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The Wages of alabouring Peafant in Bengal * are ftated’ to be one Rupee, oF
25. 6d. Sterling per Month. In cheap Diltriéts is is afcertained to-be as low |
as half that Sum, or eight Annas. We fhall take the average, or 1s. and 103d

Monthly. a _ :

Tho Manufacturers and Peafants, who- have to fubfift their Families and

‘themfelves out of their Wages, are faid to earn, whilft employed, an Anna, or

the fixteenth Part of a Rupee, per Day. ‘Fhat Subfiftence confifts of unnutritive

Grains-and Pulle, feldom of white Corn. Salt is eagerly defived, and, although

required to correét this vegetable Dict, cannot be afforded.¢ “ Oblerve,” fays
an intelligent Eye-witnels, “ the Peafant’s Meal, a pinch of Salt, on a:Leaf,
ftands by his Plate of Rice; a few Grains at a Time deceive his Palate, while he
{wallows feveral Mouthfuls of infipid Food; his Abftemioufnels is not voluntary;

he is fenfible that he is ill fed. Miferable Hovels, neither fecurcd from Intrufion
nor from Weather, formedofMaterials whicha wealthier Clafs would refufe for.
Fuel, hide, rather than thelter, the Peafantry.” “ View the Infide of this Dwell- _
ing” (continues the fame enlightened Spectator); “ a coarfe Mat his Bed, the

Ground his Chair and Table, Cow Dung his Fuel, unglazed earthen Pots his -
Furniture, a Leaf his Plate. The ‘Clothing is not better; it confifts. of a Scarf |
on the Shoulder, another fromthe Waift, with Sandals on the - Feet. A. longer.
Scarf is all that diftingufhes the’ Female. Clothes of good Fabric are within the
yeach of few: the Drefs.of the more numerous Clafs is of that Stuff known in the
Trade as Wrappers:of Packages, while many are content with Sackcloth. A
rugged home-made Blanket, to proteét him from the Wet or Cold, is the only
Addition or Variation known to the Peafant.”

_ »Sueh is the Situation a€ twenty Millions of free Subjects of the Britith Empire
inIndia, whilft its Legiffatureis hunting for-imaginary Mifery in the-Weft-India

’ Colonies, where the Lot of the Laboureris a thoufand Times more fortunate;
where his phyfical Wants are abundantly fupplied in Sicknefs as.in Health,- in old,
Age as well as in the Vigour of his Days; but,aswe muft repeat, at an Expence
bearing no Proportion to the Wages of the oppreffed Peafantry in the Eaft. The
Herrings and falted Fith, diftributed to a Negro on a Plantation in Jamaica, coit.
more than the whole Suftenance which falls to the Share of the Bengal Peafant.
When hired Labourers affift the Cultivation, a Cafe not unfrequent, the Weft India
Planter. pays as much per Day to the Owner of the Negro as remunerates the,
Eaftern Peafant fora Month, 1s. 10d. Sterling, often more. * The whole Expence
ofthe Cultivation of an Acre of Canes fis ftated (by Doctor William Roxburgh)
not to exceed what is paid in Jamaica for digging the Land into Holes for the Plants.
yet fo excellent is’ the Soil, that the Produce is equal to two Tons and a Half,.
whilft one Ton per Acre far exceeds the average Returns procured by the la-
borious Cultivation of Jamaica. - .

The Apparatus for manufacturing the Sugar, or what we call Works, is by the
fame Authority {tated to coft fifteen or twenty Pagodas. As many thoufand
Pounds are expendednot unfrequently on a Weft India Plantation, half the Sum
muft be regarded as abfolutely  neceflary for an Eftate on a moderate Scale. A
large Proportion of it is laid out in Great Britain for Coppers, Stills, Lead, and
Ironmongery of various kinds; yet we are told that the Quality of. our Sugar
affords us an Advantage over the Eaftern Settlements, without confidering that this
Quality arifes from fuch an enormous Expenditure, and by no means makes an. ade-
quate Return for it.

Of the great Improvement which all admit to have been made in the. Qualit
of Mufcovado Sugar, the Planter has never got the Benefit; it has been chiefly
pocketed by the Refiner, whilft the Grower had both the Rifk and Coft.
-. The enlightened Statefmen of former Days looked to the Advantages flowing
‘from a Monopoly of the Confumption of the Trade, and of the Navigation ofthe
‘Colonies,as an abundant, and the beft, Compenfation to a great manufafturing- and
-maritime Nation, for the Expence of Protection and their Claim to a reciprocal
Monopoly, or at leaft a decided Preference to their Staples in the Markets of the
Mother Country.
 

* See Afiatic Annual Regifter, Vol. IV. pages 73 and 72 of Miscellaneous TraQs.
+ Ibid. page 71.. } Ibid. page 7.

After
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_ After Great Britain had obtained Dominion inthe Eaft Indies, the Duty of
371.165. 3 d. onevery 1007. of grtofs Sales was continued on Sugar from thence,
whilft fhe was content with 6.5.44. per Cwt.-on the Produce of her Weftern Colo-
nies. When this Duty was augmented to 16's. par Cwt. on Colonial Sugar, without
-a countervailing Impoft on-that from the Eaft, it may be doubted whether it was not-
from want of proper Reprefentation, the Colonies having then had no Experience of
ithe Evil, nor viewed it in all its Extent. This Deviation, however, from the old
Syftem, greatly weakened the Protection afforded by it to the Colonifts.

Befcre the further Duties of 25. 6d. and 8d. were impofed on Welt India
Sugars, by fubfequent Acts, the Confequences of the previous Meafure were known,
and the fame additional Cuftom was levied on the Production of the Eaft. Finally,
when the Duties on all Sugars were fettled fo be colleGted,in the fame Manner, on
“Quantity,a Difference of ‘10 per Cent. only was made to compenfate the peculiar
-Difadvantages, Reftraints, and Expences attaching on Weft Indian Agriculture,
20. per Cwt. being exacted from the Colonifts, whilft 225. per Cwt. were impofed
on Sugar from the Eaftern Settlements. The fame Proportion retained by the.
Acts which have carried the Duty to theenormous Extent of 265. 6d. and 295. 14.
per Cwt. on all Defcriptions of this over-rated Commodity. Thus Matters remain
at prefent, and this is held out as a fufficient Protection; a Preference decided, but
not invidious. . .

Far from acknowledging the Juftice of this Ratio, or admitting its Policy, we
are of Opinion, and hope to fatisfy the Houfe that, had the Ditfcrimination, pro-
poled by the Weft India Planters in their Application to His Majefty’s Minifters,
of 25 per Cent. been acceded to, it néver could juftly have been regarded as in-

‘vidious. Double that Advance would, in fact, have been an madequate Protection
in the Home-market, and infufficient to compenfate tiie ReftriGtions and Expences
impofed on us for the Benefit of the Mother Country. ~
As far as thefe have been thought likely to promote the Navigation, and add‘to

the general Strength of the Empire, they have been cheerfully acquiefced in; but
in ftating our Claim toa countervailing Duty,or Provifion to protect us from the

_ Effects of Regulations abridging out natural Rights, and impcfing oarticular Bur-
thens, from which our Fellow Subjects are exempt, we may be perntitted to remark
that 25. 7 d. per Cwt., will not compenfate the mere Coft of additional Freight, In-
furance, and Charges of landing our‘ Goods in Great Britaify refhipping and
tranfporting them to a foreign Market in place of being carried to fuch foreign
Market dire&t, as may be done from the Eaft India Settlements, and an Vefiels
built, owned, and navigated by Aliens, often enjoying the additional Advantage of
being neutral, , 7 .

_ Had the Queftion remained open, whether it was more ‘for the Benefit of the
Britifh Empire to raife Sugar in her Eaftern Territories, or in the Weft Indies,
we nfight haye been called on to prove Advantages. fromgiving the latter a
Preference.. .
. Had the Eaftern Provinces come into her Poffeffion cultivating Sugar as. a chief

Staple, on which the comfortable Subfiftenceof the Natives depended, however
grievous it might have been to the old Colonifts, perhaps they could only have
claimed, in the Markets of the Mother Country, a Preference decided but -not
invidious. Were it propofed that the Profperity of the Eaft Indian Empire

. ghould be facrificed, by profcribing an Article, on which the Subfiffence or
Wealth of its Inhabitants is dependent, {sch a Propofition nifght, indeed, be
termed invidious. The maderate Application of the Weft India Colonifts was,
“ated now is, that the Induftry of a Country, rich in a thoufand natural Advan-
tages, and a Profufion of valuable’ Commodities, which in all Ages has drawn ‘an
mmenfe Balance from the Nations with whichfhe trafficked,may not be dirécted,
by artificial Encouragement from our Parent State, to the’ Cultivation of the chief

. Article, on which the very Exiftence ot the Inhabitants of thefe Iflands depends,—
. Nothing, we think, could have juftified fuch a Meafure. but the Scarcity of a.

‘Commodity ia the Market, and an exorbitant Profit exaéted by the Grower from
the Britifh Confumer, the Appearances of an increafing Demand and a diminifhed
Supplys and we fubmit, that it was’ peculiarly wnneceffary and impolitic under
exiting Circumftances, when the Weit India Colonies in the Poffeffion Great.
39. , os ritain,

389



390

25 PAPERS 2 WSPROTIRG

‘Britain, rated. much'moré Sugar than was required for her Cohfumption, or-coula
‘be exported to Advantagé. - It can admit of no Contradiction, that for feveral
"Yearsthe Markets have been glutted, and the Price reduced below what is abfo-
lutely neceflary .for theExpences of the Planter, without any Returnforhis Capital.
Werefer.to.the Reports made in the Year 1801, on the Subject of Private, Trade,
-by. a Special Committee to the Directors of the Eaft-India Company, and approved

‘ofby them, and by a ‘General Court df Proprietors, to eftablith their Affertion,
‘that Sugar was not known in Bengal or-its Dependencies as an Article of Expor-
‘tarton to:Europe until-very lately, when the Eaft India Company had taken pains
to encourage its Cultivation ; that it -has yet been carried on to no great Extent,
and its Pregrefs may be.ftopped without material Lofs to any Perton: for that
-on more mature Reflexion, a Continuation of this Encouragement had been re-
~garded by the Eaft India Directors as aMatter of very doubtful Policy, and‘the
‘Company were folicitous that the Queftion might be probed to the bottom,
cand clearly underftood, “ Whether it was expedient to withdraw Capital from
-other Depeadencies of the Empire, to carry on the Agriculture of that remote
‘Region ??” And the Special Committee, who cannot be fufpected of Partiality to
‘our ,Intereits, give it as their Opinion that fuch a Transfer of Capital would be
sutterly -impolitic, unlefs called for by fomenew and imperious Exigency, or that
fome{pecial Motives for a Preference over theWeftern Colonies exifted, ofwhich they
“were not-aware. - We Shall fuppofe that the ProjeAors of thisSytem were fuccefsful
‘to the Extent they expect, of fending 100,000 Tons of Sugar rom theGanges, ina
‘few Years, which in the faid Report is ftated as their Affertion.. We shall admit,
‘what no well-informed Man can believe,. that there are in Bengal Funds ready
to be embarked for.this Purpofe without drawing Capital from Great Britain, or,
what is exactly the famething, retaining Property that. otherwife would flow to
“orcenter in the Mother Country, and we thall only inquire by what Means the

_ Valueof this Article is to be paid to the Raifers: it wall be found nearly equal
ta 143,006 Hogtheads, of 1,400 Cwt. fuperior to the Export ofJamaica, and within
=30,000 Hogtheadsofwhat is {ufficient for the annual Confumption of:Great Britain.
‘Itis ta be recollected, that Part of the Plan is to bring over this Commodity in
‘Ships, built and owned in Bengal, and to be chiefly navigated by Lafcars, or
Indians of all Nations; for it is a Commerce which the Eaft India Directors ‘are
“not now anxidns to encourage by their regular Ships. There canbe no doubt
that the original Value and Freight of this Quantity of Sugar will drain from
‘Great Britain to her Eaftern Provinces, on the moft moderate Computation, upwards
-of 3,000,000/. Sterling annually.

The moft hardy Advocates for the new Syftem cannot deny that every Shilling
-of this muft be fent in Bullion; for they muft acknowledge that the Exportation
ot Britifh Commodities will admit of very trifling Increafe, and that, from phyfical
‘and moral Caufes, her Manufactures will never find a Market amongft the Hindoos,
‘to whofe Labour her Confumption of their Manufactures affords already immenfe
‘Encouragement.

It is impoffible that the Kingdom could fupport this Drain of Silver, and yet it
‘would be one of the leaft Evils flowing from a fuccefsful Accomplithment of the
Plans projected, and meeting with Legiflative Encouragement.

~ By pouring an immenfe additional Quantity of Sugar into a Market already
overltocked, the Inhabitants of the Mother Country might enjoy for a Year or
»two ‘the -fallacious Advantage of procuring the Commodity for little or nothing.
The:Progrefs even of the Eaftern Projectors would be fomewhat retarded, but they
‘would doubtlefs, under the prefent Syftem, finally prevail, and force the Welt India
‘Colonifts to difcontinue the Cultivation of Sugar.

What would then be the Gain of Great Britain, adinitting that fhe continued’
‘to pay no higher Price? Her whole Confumption, with Freight to Indian Ships,
‘would require about 4,000,000/. in Bullion. .It cannot be fuppofed that the
‘Weft Indian Iflands will be of any commercial Confequence, when deprived of
‘the Cultivation of Sugar; theMarket they afford for the Manufactures, the Em-
-Ployment they give to the Shipping of the Mother Country will be ‘at an end.
Whilft Great Britain is drained of four Millions of Specie to spay for Sugar from
‘the Eaft, the gives up a-Mart.in the Weft India Iflands for her Manufactures to an

equal
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equal Extent, and-relinquifhes as much more, returned into her Bofom for no-:
thing, and exchanged by her with other Nations, often in a State highly improved
by the Labour of her Inhabitants. ,
Had Great Britain been without the Advantage of exporting a large Value in

furplus Colonial Produce, in what Manner: could the have fupported her immentfe
Expences on the Continent of Europe in the laft War? When, even with the
Benefit of fuch a Fund to fwell the Value of her Exports, the Drain of :Specie’
had the moft alarming Confequences, and forced her Legiflature to refort to Mea-
fures for keeping up the Credit of aPaper Circulation, that were at. leaft to be
deprecated if a Supply. of Bullion could have been fubftituted.
We fubmit that a Difference of 10 per Cent,-in favour of Weft India Sugar,

affording-no adequate Protection in the Home-market, is a complete Departure
from the Syftem of mutual Monopoly, fettled by Great Britain and acquiefced in
by her Colonies; and to exempt herifelf from its Operation, whilft enforced on the
Welt. India Colonies, is-to exercife Power in oppofition to Right, and cannot be
fupported but on Principles which would warrant a Departure from the ordinary
Rules of Juftice on any Occafion to promote individual Intereft: ~~

That the Reftrictions impofed on us for the Benefit of the Mother Country, and
_ the Expences occafioned by Regulations intended for her Advantage, muft operate
as. pofitive Bounties to the Cultivator of fimilar Staples in the Eaftern Provinces, to
an Extent difficult to be apprehended in all its Confequences, and not eafy to
be reduced to direét Calculation, but could certainly not be compenfated by
double the Advance of 25 per Cent. on the Duties on Eaft India Sugar, propofed
by the Weft India Planters :
-That we apply for no Profcription of an Article raifed for Exportation to Europe-

in the Eaftern Settlements, when they became Dependencies of the Britifh Em-
pire, or on which the Profperity and Happinefs of the Natives are yet dependent:
We requeft only that Thoufands of faithful and loyal Subjects, who had been en-
couraged by. the Legiflature to embark their Fortunes in cultivating in another
‘Hemifphere a Staple from which their Country has derived immenfe.Advantages,
may not be doomed to Ruin, by encouraging new Subjects, more fortunately fitu-
ated, to wreft from them their chief Means of Subfiftence, and that ia Violation of
the moft folemn Compact.

That if, difregarding Juftice and contemning our Rights, we fhail be refufed the
Protection of an adequate Impoft on our Rivals; and Great Britain, exempting
herfelf from Reftraints, {hall continue them upon us, the’ Meafure will be unwife
and impolitic. The Sugar fhe confumes muft be paid for in Bullion, and not ex-.
changed for Britifh Manufaétures ; fhe muft give up the Advantages derived from
the Expenditure of all our Planters refident in Great Britain, and the Benefit of
adding, from a Source fo evidently profitable, a large Sum to {well her Exporta-
tions, and draw into her Bofom the Wealth of foreign and sival Nations.
We recommendthatthe Agent of the Ifland be directed to call the Attention of

the Refident Weft India Body in Great Britain to this important Subject, and that
he join with them in adopting every legal Means for obtaining the Repeal of Regu-
lations which are fapping and undermining the Profperity of the Weft India Colo-
nies, and, although moreflowly, will as certainly accomplifh their. Ruin, as the
dire& Attacks which they have the Mortification of bringing under the Review of
the Houfe.
. We hope, as it is admitted we have a Right to a decided Preference, His
Majefty’s Minifters and the Imperial Parliament will be of Opinion, that the Situa-
tion of the Eaftern Settlements and the Britifh Weft India Colonies fully confidered,
there is nothing invidious in requefting that the difcriminating Duty may be brought
back-to the ancient Standard; that holding forth 10 per Cent. as a decided Preter-
ence is little fhort of Mockery ; and that extending it even to 50 per Cent. will be
found.a very-inadequate Compenfation for the Reftrictions and Expénces attaching
on the Weft India Colonies, from which the Eaftern Settlements are yet exempt,
to fay nothing of all their natural and peculiar Advantages.

In purfuing the Train of Inquiry before us, we cannot help remarking, that the
Annals of Mankind afford few Inftances ofStatefmen having much promoted’
the Wealth of Nations by pofitive Inftitutions, but very many of having, by
injudicious Regulations, arrefted their Progrefs, retarded their-Profperity, or
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accelerated their Decay: Amongft the Means leaft calculated for the former, and beft
‘adapted for the latter of thefe Objects, all unite in clafling exceffive fifcal Exactions,

Every Dabber in Finance allows that there is a Point, which once paffed, Re-
quifitions defeat their own Objet: He admits the Errors of his Predeceffors, but

fancies that it was referved for him to dilcover the precife Limits to which the
Revenue of the Sovereign may be carried without oppreffing the Subject: Confi-
dent in his Data, and fecure of his Calculations, the Reprefentations of thofe
{marting under their Effects are treated with Neglect or Contempt, are regarded

. as Ilufions of Avarice, perhaps held up as the Grumblings of Difatledtion. No-

thing fhortof a falling off in the Revenue expected can enfure Attention or pro-

cure Relief, and moft commonly not until the Injury is irreparable.
' Fa@s, which cannot be controverted, will evince that the Duties on the Pro-
ductions of a Sugar Plantation have far pafled this golden Mean, within which
Minitters profefS their Intention to retain them, and that they have not only di-
minithed the Confumption, but do not fall on the Contumer. It has been the
‘peculiar Misfortune of the Weft India Sugar Planter, that not many have under-
{tood, and fewer have been difpofed to explain, the Extent of his Grievances. Far
from having the general Voice of thole who are alledgedto fuftain the Duties on
his Staples raifed for his Protection, even cpprefing him has been a Road to
Popularity. ;
The Financiers, who in Succeffion have directed the Adminiftration and Re-

venues of Great Britain for the laft thirty Years, have all acted as if the Impofi-
tions on his Commodity had not yet been carried to a due Extent.
As there is little Probability of the Duties being foon brought back below the

Standard of 1799, we fhall not trace their Hiftory from an earlier Period. The
yarious previous Impofts were then confolidated, and formed ah Aggregate of
175. 6d. perCwt.; 8d. was added in the fame Year, and 15. tod. in the Year
1801. Although the Year 1802 faw this Commodity at its loweft Ebb, as the
Imperial Parliament at the next Meeting added 45. per Cwt. to a Burthen before
intolerable, and in the laft Seffion followed it up with the further Impoft of 25. 6d.
it fhould feem that nothing fhort of the Ruin of the Grower, and the Annihila-
tion of his Staple, can procure even a Refpite: The Anfwer to all Complaints is
brief; the Duty is not meant to attach on him, and will fall on the Confumer.

This would Ke nothing more than fair; but has the Fact been fo? Has the
Price of Sugar advanced in proportion to the Exactions, and does the Grower
xeceive what all admit to be equitable, common Jntereft on his Capital, and a
reafonable Recompence for his Labour?
We do not conteft-the Principle that Duties generally fall on the Confumer,

and that Things will -find their Level if left to themfelves. The prominent Griev-
anceofthe Sugar’ Planter is, that this natural Tendency of Commerce to an equi-
table Level is, in his particular Cafe, obftructed by pofitive Regulations, which
prevent feeding the Market in proportion to the Demand, and compel him to bring
and land his Goods in Great Britain, however much the Mart be glutted, and Re-
exportation obftructed, by Caufes over which he has no Controul:

. That, not fatisfied with the Advantages of Pre-emption, and the various
Charges of double Freight, Infurance, Landing, Warehoufing, and Commiffion,
which.are Profits to the Mother Country, and adire&t Tax on the Colonies; not
content with getting Sugar below its real Value, and fometimes greatly under its
a€tual Coft to the Importers, by forcing into the Kingdom a Quantity difpropor-
tioned to the Demand, Great Britain has, by Laws which can be fupported on no
Principle of Juftice, nor defended on any Plea of Necefflity, prevented the Sugar
Planter from obtaining the reciprocal and natural Compenfation which would fol-
low if his Staple fhould ever attaina fair, not to fay a high Price, which in all
other Cafes is expected to follow an unnatural Depreffion. os

It is true this oppreffive Statute hath not yet brought her much pofitive Ad-'
wantage. ts Tendency to prevent Foreigners from depending on a Britifh:
Market, if a Supply cauld be otherwife obtained, cannot be doubted. It has-
Aherefore in part defeated its own Objed, and its Effects, joined to the many other
Reftrictions, Expences, and Exaétions heaped upon the Colonies, have prevented
Sugar from ever reaching that Standard, which 4s fuppofed to afford a fair Remu--
ncration for Labour and Capital. . a

- The.
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. The Spirit in whicli this Law was diated, gives no Reafen to furpofe there was

a With to allow any unfair Advantage to the Sugar Planter; yet it has fixed, and

in Time of Peace, 585. per Cwt., as the Price of his Commodity, before any fur-

ther Exa¢tion is attempted. We think it fair to take the higheft average Rate,

‘becaute at the fame Moment the Growers of inferior Sugars, the unavoidable Pro-

duction of great Part of the Soil of Jamaica, may not obtain 455. per Cwt. It

would feem not unreafonable to have expected that the London Gazette fhould

have indicated this State of moderate Profit-to the Weit Indian Planter, before a

new Duty was thought of; for it is undeniable that, until Sugar reached this

Standard, every Shilling required by the Revenue from the Importer was not only

advanced, but finally tell upon the Grower, and never was got back froin the

Confumer.
Apply this to the Month of December 1802, when the Table of Rates to the

43 Geo. IIL. cap. 11. was, we believe, laft fetrled: The average Price of Sugar

publifhed in the London Gazette for the Year 1802, was 365. od. per Cwt.5 but

as that was a Period of the grcateft Depreffion, and we are not poffetfed of the

Gazette Prices in 1803, we thall clafs it with 1801, when the Price was as high as

the Sales of Crop 1803 received by Individuals have fince indicated: the Average

Rates publifhed in the Gazette for that Year were 525. 6d. per Cwt. and the

Medium, taking the two years, will be found 44s. 6d. per Cwt. The Planter,

who it is admitted ought to have received 585. exclufive ot Duty, contributed di-

rectly to the Revenue 135. 6d. whilft only 7s. 6d. fell on the Contumer; and the

‘l-fated Grower of inferior Sugars never received back any Part of the 205. paid

by hini for Duty before he could fell his Produce, and fatisfy thofe who were cla-

mouring to divide the Remainder for Freight, Infurance, and Charges.

Minute Calculations are dry and unentertaining, but they arc fometimes ne-

ceffary, and have the Advantage of being incontrovertible.

It has been often computed, and is pretty generally known, that when Sugar

fells in the Britifh Market at 56s. per Cwt. Duty included, the Share of the

Planter is about 134. per lb. or for a Hogfhead of 1400 Cwt. at the King’s

Beam - - - £. 9 16 0,

We fhall fuppofe, added to this, 225. per Cwt. to bring it to the

Maximum fettled by the Statute before Part of the Drawback is te-

tained, under the Idea, it is prefumed, of the Planter’s then having

an unreafonable Profit that will be found - - - - 1§ 8 o
—_——ee

This is taking Matters in the moft favourable Vjew, by fuppofing no

‘Charges even of Infurance and Commiffion to attach on the advanced

Price, and we find that - - - - es = - 26 4 0

per Hogthead of 1400 Cwt. is thought the utmoft that ever fhould beallowed

to the Planter before the Revenue claims a direct Participation, if not the whole

of the Surplus.
With Peace Expences, and a fair Price for Rum, it is admitted that this Return

would juft enable the Sugar Planter to continue his Cultivation without Lofs:

To thofe who manufa€tured a finer Staple, above the average Rate, it would

afford an ample Return; but as a very great Proportion of Jamaica Sugar would

then be felling at or under £.20 per Hogthead, Eftates producing Goods of that

Defcription, unlefs on a very large Scale, would not yield common Intereft on the

_ Capital.
But to give a colour of Equity to the fixing any Maximum, much more one fo

limited, the Planter fhould have hada reciprocal Provifion to prevent the Produce

of his Labour failing below what is admitted to be the loweft Price, at which he

can carry on his Eftate and have a Return for his Capital.

The prefent Maximum having been {hewn to be aStandard, allowing to the

Majority of Sugar Planters a Profit the moft moderate, they never can have a

Compenfation for Years of unreafonable Depreffion, or the Means of meeting or

repairing the Effects of thofe Calamities to which this Defcription of Property is

known to be peculiarly expofed. \fa Principle fo oppreffive fhall not be given up,

we at leaft hope that the Maximum will be greatly extended, .and fubmit that

common Juftice requires our being allowed the reciprocal Benefit ef a moderate:

Bounty on Exportation, whilft the average Price is at or under 455. when moit

39
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Eftates muft be cartied on at a Lofs, and whatever the Treafury exacts will be
not merely from the Revenue, but out of the aftual Capital of the Planter,
in violation of the cleareft Right, and in oppofition totvery found Principle of
Taxation. ;

Thefe Calculations refer to Years when the Duty was at 205. By barely point-
ing out the State of the Sugar-Market when 45. per Cwt. Duty was-added to a
Burthen then intolerable, we flatter ourfelves that the Injuftice and Impolicy are
eftablifhed of charging on this Article 20 per Cent. when thé Exigencies of the
State required a general Advance of 124 per Cent. on other cuftomable Goods, If
Difcrimination were to be made, the Situation of the Sugar Planter called loudly for
its being favourable to him.

But it muft be admitted that all the Evils pointed out have been aggravated by
the enormous Augmentation of 6s. 6d. impofed in the two lat Seffions of Parlia-
ment. However the Britifh Confumer may feel the high Price of Sugar, he mutt
recollect that, until it attains the Rate of 845. 6d. per Cwt. by wholefale, including
‘the Duty, the Grower-has not what is admitted to be the fair Recompence for his
Labour, even with Peace Charges, and that evety Shilling abftra@ted from that Sum
is a Contribution from the Planter, extorted out of that Part of his Revenue pro-
feffedly not intended to be taxed, and out of his Capital when the Prices afford no
Revenue, as.has often happened of late Years. When Sugars were reduced to
36s. 6d. per Cwt:whilft it has been proved that the fair Price fhould not have been
under 58s. it may be thought the Situation of the Sugar Planter could not be
rendered worfe; the Power of fifcal Exadtion is not fo limited; he had yet an-
Article left which gave him fome Relief; by the Sale ofRum within the Ifland he
was generally.able to difcharge the internal Taxes, to pay his white Servants, and pur-
chafe Lumber, with many other Articles, trifling in themfelves, but neceffary not
only for the Comfort but the Subfiftence of his Family ; he could exift,although
-his Debts were incréafing, and Bankruptcy inevitable.
' Thofe who purchated the Rum fent great Part of it to the Britifh Market, where
the current Price of from 5s. to 6s. repaid about 4s. Currency per Gallon, which
they had given to the Planter, with the Cuftoms and Charges of Tranfportation.
Profit was not expected; but the finaller Traders regarded it as the chief Means of
remitting for the Goods they imported from Great Britain, and vended within the
Ifland. Of the Effects of the laft Duty we have yet received no certain Detail. The
additional Duty of 35. 544. per Gallon, impofed by the 43 Geo. IIL. cap. 69. had
nearly annihilated the Value of a Commodity, which in the wort Times had
affifted the Sugar Planter to carry on his Plantation, and feed himfelf and Negroes.
‘From the moft authentic Information we can ftate, that, fince the Impofition of the
faid Duty, the Confumption of Rum has-diminifhed-to an alarming Degree; the
Demand bearing no Proportion to the Quantity in the Market, the Proprietor can-
-not obtain the. Freight and Charges; in many Inftances it has been fold by the
“Excife Officers, without producing nore than the Duties, fo that not only the firft
Coft, but all the Charges have been loft.
When the Duty recently impofed is added to the former Excife and Cuftoms,

with the unavoidable Charges of carrying it to Market, Rum cotts the Importer
upwards of 145. 6d. per Gallon, exclufive of the original Value of the Spirits
and Cafk within the Ifland; when thefe are added, it will exceed 185. Britith
Spirits are at the fame time felling at about one-third of this Price; fo that, in
whatever way the Duties may be evaded, it is clear that what is actually paid can‘bear no Proportion to that levied on Rum, and there is every Appearance of the
datter being altogether driven from the Britih Market. Doubtlels the Flavourof
thefe Spirits cannot be compared; but :the public Tafte, once habituated to the
worft Motives of Economy, will rivet the Direion at firft given by the enormous

_ Difference of Duty.
Should Government, at laft fenfible of the dangerous and diftrefsful Situationto which the Weft India Colonifts are reduced, with to encourage the Confumptionof Rum, bringing that Spirit again into general Ufe may be beyond its Power. ToIndigo and Cocoa, once of fo great Confequence to this Ifland, a ftill more fatal

Inftance may be added of exorbitant Duties defeating their own ‘Object, but notwithout Ruin to.the unfortunate Colonift, the Ufe of whofe Commodity is pro-
Acribed. . Were our Commerce unfettered, and Things.permittedto.find their

natural
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natural Level, the Value of Rum, exported from the Ifand, ‘muft fall on, the
Confumers. of Sugar, and the Mother Country would be the great Lofer, by

being deprived of theFreight, Infurance, and other Charges on this valuable Article
admitting that fhe can raife the fame Duty on BritithSpirits. ?

Far from complainingof the Principles of the Navigation Aéts, we feek for no

Relaxation inconfiftent with the general Profperity and Strength of theEmpire: We
prefume that the profitable Exiftence of the Weft India Colonies is of no finall

Confequence in eftimating that Strength; yet we fubmit, that however wife and

beneficial the Regulations of thefeAdts may be, one undeniable Confequence to

them is, that our Eftates are cultivated at a much greater Expence; and.artother

no lefs evident is, that their Produce reaches the foreign Confumerfaddled with

enormous additional Charges, a diret Tax on the Colonifts to the. Inhabitants of

the Mother Country: A third Fact, we apprehend, cannot .be contefted, that

from the Quantity of Weft India Produce which they force into the Britith Market
and the Difficulties which have attended Re-exportation, the Price of Sugar was
greatly below its fair Value. Notwithftanding this Abundance in the Market:and’

low Price, the Confumption has diminifhed, more particularly in the Year 1803.

Whether.this arofe from the Preffure of the previous Duties, or the Effet of the
new Impoft, it equally fupports our Conclufion, that the Taxbad.far exceeded.

thofe Limits which the Article could fupport, was lefs productive to the Treafury,

was not difcharged by the Confumer, but had abforbed the Revenue, and was

eating up the Capital of the Grower: that, from the Effect of the additional Ex-

actions, Rum was, if poffible, brought into a worfe Situation, becaufe an imthediate

Subftitute was at hand, likely to preclude its ever again coming into general Ule,

fhould the late Duties be repealed, or the Confumption be even encouraged by

further Reductions.
To.eftablith this Diminution, both of the Confumption and Revenue, we have

annexed a Copy of “ An Account of the Quantity of Raw Sugar imported into

cand of Raw. and Refined Sugar exported from Great Britain in three Years, ending,

sth January 1804, and of the Duties paid, and Drawbacks and. Bounties received
thereon, diftinguithing each Year,” made out and figned by theInfpector General,

and laid on the Table of the Houle of Commons.

From this Document it will be found that, excluding Fractions, thé Quantity of |
Sugar retained within the Kingdom for Confumption was,

In 1801 ~ ee ll 257555445 Cw
In 1802 - oo: - oss - = + 252495772

Jn.1803 - - - - - - - - 15430,417

“The falling off is the more alarming, from being regular and progreffive; and in

-the Year 1803 the Confumption appears to have been little more than one half of

what it was two Years before. ‘The Revenue had diminifhed, asmight:be ex-

pected, in fimilar Proportion. “The fame Authority evinces, that the Money

retained-for Duties of Sugar, aiter deductingDrawback and Bounty, excluding

Shillings and. Pence, was

In 1801 eee 2439552151

In 1802 it fell to - - - - - + - 2,180,220

‘In 1803 it decreafedto - = = = = is 1,134,587

Inthewinp' the Impoffibility of continuing the Cultivation ofSugar in the Weft In-

dies, under the prefent Duties on that Article and on Rum, we have chofen to appeal.

to Facts well known and eafily verified in Great Britain, rather than reft our Cafe

on the fatal Confequences produced and paffing under curEyes here. Every Britith

Merchant holding Securities on real Eftates is filing Bills in Chancery to foreclofe,

although, when he has obtained a Decree, he hefitates to enforce it, becaufe he nruft

himfelf become Proprietor of the Piantation, of which from fatal Experience he

knows the Confequences.
No one will advance Money to relieve thofe whdfe Debts approach half the

Value of their Property, nor even lend moderate Sums without a Judgment in

Ejectment and Releafe of Errors, that at a Moment’s Notice he may .take out a

Writ of Poffeffion, and enter on the Plantation of his unfortunate Debtor.

Shertff’s Officers and Collectors of the internal Taxes are every.where offering for

Sale the Property of Individuals, who have feen better Days, and now ‘muift view

(39. their
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half their real Value, and lefs than half the original

Cofts. Far from having the Reverfion expected, the Creditot is often not fatisfied.

All kind.of Credit'isat anend. If Litigation in the Courts of Common Law has

diminithed, it is not from increafed Ability to perform Contracts but from Con-

fidence having ceafed, and no Man parting with Property, but-for an immediate

their Effects purchafed for.

. Payment of the Confideration.
‘\. faithful Detail would have the Appearance of afrightful Caricature.

Unlefs {peedy and efficacious Means are adopted for giving permanentRelief,by

« tadical Change of Meafures, we muft fuppofe that ‘the Weft. Indian Iflands are

doomed to perith as ufelefs Appendages of the Britifh Empire.

~ Can the Colonies perith alone ? And will not the Statefman, whofe Meafures hall

- complete their Ruin, precipitate into the fame Abyfs the Manufactures and Com-_

merce of the Parent State?
As the comparative Importance of this extenfive Branch of. the Trade of the

Empire, has been feldom fairly eftimated, and is not generally underftood, we pro-

ceedto make.fome Obfervations on it, and on the Confequences likely to follow

its Annihilation.
. A Member of the Committee, whole Knowledge of the Subjectisthe. Refult of

- profound Refearch and long Experience, has, from the Information furnifhed by

“the Infpe€tor General to the Imperial Parliament, made out an Account of the

total Imports into and Exports from Great Britain, for the Years 1801 and 1802,

. diftinguithing thofe of Africa and the Weft Indian Iflands from all other. Parts of

the World.

He has alfo entered into a full and minute. Inveftigation of the relative Im-

portance of the Trade of thefe Iflands, compared witn every other confiderable
Branch of the Britifh Commerce. This important Document we beg leave to lay

on the Table of the Houfe, as containing much Information from Sources not of

-eafy Acctfs to thofe refiding in this Ifland.
For the fake of Brevity, we have annexed to our Report only the general Ac-

count above-mentioned, but we fhall occafionally refer to other Parts ofit.
We have alfo to remark, that although two Years are taken for the Purpofe of at-

taining a fairer Eftimate, yet as in 1$02 nothing was imported from the {mall Iflands,

St. Thomas, St. Croix, St. Bartholomew, and St. Martin, their trifling Production

is put down as equal to that of the former Year. -
it will be found, that the total official Value of Imports into Great Britain from

all Parts of the World, Africa and the Weft Indian Hands excepted, on an Average

of thefe two. Years, was - - - - - £.21,275,681 9 ©

That from Africa and the Weft Indies, the Imports were,  L-  & a
from Africa - ep ee ee 153,761 16 1

The conquered Iflands == = =e = 35460,868 1

 

The Briush Weft.indian Iflands . - © = = — 6,9444142 19 4
- 10,558,773 6 73

_ 31,8340454 1 i
That the Exports of- Great Britain to all Parts of the ; 4454 15 2

World, Africa and the Weft Indian lands excepted,

 

were in Britith Manufatures =); = - 28)920,718 15 0
In foreign Merchandize, including Colonial Produce - “- 12,319,253 16 82

, . 34:239972 11 BF
The Exports to Africa and the Welt Indies were, in Britith Loos @.

ManufaQures, to Africa - - - - - 647,428 12 0 |
_ ‘To theconquered Hlands - - - - + $56,124 3

B
l
t
?H
e

To the Britith Weft Indies - - - - -
L:

- 2

~ 3.231.483 5 8
. SP rt

Inforeign Merchandize, to Africa 494.989 3 5
QO.
2

4:435:036 0 15

To the conquered Iflands - - 130,004 4
To the Britith Weft Indies - - 307,827 3

932,820 10 7 Let ad,
5,367,856 11 6

 

 

 

'39:607,829 3 2

The Balance of Trade in favour ofGreat Britain, with all
Parts of the World, taking the official Value of Com- -
modities, was - = -+ = - -.- | 73773374 7 7
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It is ftated, that the realValue of Manufacturesand Merchandize is much beyond

the official Rate, and the a@tual Balance on.the whole Commerce of the Kingdom,

much greater than it appears by the official Statement. = — .

“There can be little doubt that the Cafe is fo with moft Commodities; but in

-one ofvery confiderabte Importance it appears otherwife.

For Reafons with which we are unacquainted, Coffee. was. valued,

when imported.in 1801, at 1075. per Cwt.; in 1802, at*835. 3.
The Quantity not confumed within the Kingdom being

446,771 Cwt. at 95s..13d. the average Value, the whole was
woth = = 0 - - wom,

But by the Account tranfmitted as an authentic Copy of the In-

“fpector General’s State, in each-of thefe Years the Export Price

js rated at 142. per Cwt. and produces the Abfurdity of the Ex-

ports being nearly three Times the Value of the Imports, exceed-
. ing them in the enormous Sumof - — - - - - = 4,129,840

Although: this would give an Apearance of additional Importance

to the Re-export of Weft India Produce,we difclaim all Support.

fromFallacy ofany kind: The official Value of the fix following

Articles of Colonial Produce. exported, viz. Sugar, Coffee, Rum,

Cotton:Wool, Pimento, and Cocoa, on the Average of the fame

Years,iscomputed tobe .. - - 2 + = -. = . 9,683,900

-Dedué the Error in valuing Coffee - - ‘. - - “= 4,429,852

. L 2,424,9 53

Leaves the official’Value of Exports - = = = 2 — §5554s059

And eftablithes that the Quantity retained for the Confumption of

the Kingdomwas valued.at ~- = > 45850,952

“The whole Imports of thefe Articles being - = -. - > | 10,40§,01k

. Excluding the African Imports, with which they are claffed.

‘Although amongft the fix Articles above enumerated Cotton Wool be men-

‘tioned, the Quantity exportedin that State is trifling; but perhaps, the whole

of this Staple imported, exceeding 20;000,000lbs. and of the actual Value of

".1,500,000/, ‘Sterling, may fafely be added to the Exports from Weft India fur-

plus Produce. Whether you confider it as fabricated into Cloth, confumed within

:the Kingdom, or wrought up for Exportation, the Effect will be precifely the

fame. Deprive Great Britain of this Supply from the Weft India Colonies, fhe

mutt either pay an equal Sum to foreign States, or, what would be more fatal,

diminifh the Manufa@tures from Cotton to the Extent of this immenfe Proportion.

of Raw Materials. We have, in the preceding Importations, taken no Notice

of the Value of Mahogany, Ebony, .and Lignumvite ; of Logwood, Fuftic, or

other ‘Dye-woods; of Ginger, Gum Guiacum, Turmerick, and Caftor Oil; of

Hides; or, finally, of Bullion; which, in the Aggregate, are of large Amount in.

the Imports from thefe Ilands, and cannot be treated as inconfiderable even in our

prefent ‘View of the Subject, .as regarding Re-export. When they have paffed

through the Hands of the Manufacturers, and, with Cotton, are added to the

five Millions and a half of our Produce exported in a Raw or little improved

“State, they will be found to draw into Great- Britain a Sum nearly equal to the

. clear Balance on her whole ‘l'rade. .

It is to be recollected, that we have only been obferving on our furplus Produce

which enters into the Commerce of the Mother Country with other States. Great

-Britain exports directly to the Weft Indies, or indireétly through Africa, for the

--Purchafe of Slaves, 5,367,856/. of which ‘more than four-fifth Parts are Britifh

Manufaétures, a Proportion much larger than enters into her general Trade.

This Commerce has the Advantage of not {welling one overgrown Branch, but of

‘being diffufed through .and giving Vigour to her, Agriculture, Fitheries, and Ma-

-nufactures. Beer, Coals, Copper, Wrought Iron, Herrings, Linens, Woollens,

-Cotton, Cloth, are the moft material Articles, and the bare Enumeration will point

out the many important Interefts and Objects with which they are connected.

39-
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We may.fafely affert that the dire& Export to Africa: and the WeltIndieein .. e -.. -. - oe eet wed - a : 553 1 5 :

The Re-export offixArticles‘of our furplus Prodtice equalling
. 2 53534,0591With Cotton, as a Raw Material wrought up and exported in

_another Shape, we fhall clafs all.the Mahogany, Dye-woods, and
fmaller Staples entering in various Shapes into Manufactures ex- |
ported, and we keep much within’Boundsinadding -- - - = — 4,s00;000.

 

12,421,916

- It will befound that her Weft India Trade enters into the general Exportation
ofGreatBritain, for -_ - = - a! - _° a 12.42 1,915

Whilft her own Induftry arid all herother Refources only fupply -27,185,914

39,607,829 |

On referring. to thepreceding general State of Imports,the. relative Proportion
will be found fomething greater, and very little thort of one-third-of. the Com-
merce of the Kingdom.
The Imports from the Weft Indian Hlands, throwing out the direct .

"Her total Exports being = eee

  

Importation from Africa, being - oo. : - =f. 10,405,011~Wahilft .thofe. from. all other Parts-of the World, and. adding SO
Africa tothe Number, are. - - - me ee 215429443.

MakingagrandTotalof. -- - - «.« .o -. . 31,834,454

On this Importation a Revemie exceeding three Millions’ is raifed, and, ‘as wehave alreadyfhewn, no fmall Proportion is actually. paid by the Weft India Planter,andnevergot back from the Con{umer.
Whether tried on the Principles of the. mercantile. Syftem, or on thofe oftheEconomifts, as developed to the Englifh Reader in the Writings of Mr. Humeaad-Doétor Adam Smith, this important Commerce. will be found equally be-neficial.

-Applying the-Teft ofthe former, the immenfe Advantage ofgiving Encourage.ment to theAgriculture and Manufadtures of the Kingdom.is not diminifhed bywhat the Advocates for that’ Syftem .moft: dreaded, an‘unfavourable Balance, for,
adding to the’ actual Exports to: Africa .and-the-Welt Indian lands: our furplusProduce, -re-exported-and entering into the :general Balance with other Nations, aconfiderable direct Balance will-be found in favour of Great Britain;:and it muftnow be admitted by the moft rigid Advocates for the old Syftem, that.what-is re-tained for. the. Expences- of the Proprietors refident:in Great Britain, and theIntereft of the Capitalift, whofe Funds are lent to the- Planters, muft be added tothat Balance, ‘and is as mucha‘ Part of the general Revenueof the Kingdom asifdug froma Mine in Cornwall.

. On the Principles of the Economiifts this Commerce is no lefs beneficial, andPerior.to any other poffeffed by the Mother Country, her Home-trade excepted.None afords. fo extenfive Encouragement to the Produétions ofher .Land andLabour, or furnithes {uch a Surplus ofvaluable Commodities to be exchanged forforeign Equivalents, whether thefe thall confit of Merchandize,of Naval Storesor Raw Materials. for Manufactures, of Corn in’Times of Scarcity, or Military Ser-vices in the’Hour of Danger.
{t is juftly ftated by by Mr. Irving, the: Infpector General, who on this Topicagrees with the Economifts, that the true Criterion ofthe Refources of the Countryis the Value of her furplus Manufa@tures: and Merchandize from domeftic Induftryand her Colonial Produce. And we truft we havefatisfactorily eftablifhed that theValue of the laft bears no mean Proportion to the Magnitude of the firtt,A bare Infpeétionof the General Table, will thew the. vaft Superiority of the‘Welt India Trade over any other carried on by Great Britain. .

The.
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The only Branch which can fupport aComparifon is that with foreign Europe.
Taking the whole Continent, the average Value of the Imports is - -£.9,333,665 -
Falling fhort of thofe from the Weft Indian Iflands, excluding

Afnca, by > = - 5 - - * - 1,071,346
The Export to foreign Europe, of Britith Manufactures, is of the
Valueof - -- © = 2+ + | - + « §554.4;202

“Of foreign Merchandize, including Colonial Produce + 10,197,576
From which deduét the Error in valuing Coffee - -  4,129,841—6,047,735

 

arnt

The total Exports to foreign Europe will be found  - - = + 15,692,037

And it muft not beforgotten, that great Part of the foreign Merchandize, and

a confiderable Proportion of Raw Materials for the domeftic Manufaétures, had’
previoufly been obtained from the Weft India Colonies, it having been ‘thewn

that they occafion an Export of the moft valuable kind to the Extent of
ff 12,421,9115+

}

But a large Proportion of the foreign European Trade, even in Time of Peace,
is carried on by foreign Shipping, and during War is chiefly tranfported in neutral

ottoms. ‘

It is the peculiar Advantage of the Colonial Commerce, that it adds in a pre-

eminent degree to the Naval Strength and Safety of the Empire; other Branches

may give Employment to Manufacturers, or add to the Wealth of Merchants, and

yet not raife a fingle Sailor to protest the Riches which excite the Envy of rapacious

Neighbours.
‘By the Cultivation and Tranfportation of the Weft India Staples the Coffers of

the Individuals are {welled, the Revenue of the State augmented, domettic Tn-

duftry invigorated, whilft they afford the moft valuable Nurfery, and the beft

School for hardy Seamen, accuftorhed to the Navigation of large Veffcls. Inde-

pendent of encouragingthe Fitheries, and promoting the general Navigation of the

Empire, on-Reference to the official Documents, it would be found that the direct

Trade between Great Britain and the Weft Indies, in the Year ending the sth

January 1803, employed 1,060 Ships, meafuring 292,183 Tons, and navigated oy

16,793 Seamen. To thofe on whom dry Figures do not make much Impref-

fion, or whofe Refearches have not been dire@ted towards the Progre‘’s of the Naval

Strength of Great Britain, it may be more ftriking to mention that this Sbip-

ping * exceeds the Tonnage, Britith and Foreign, which carried on the Commerce

of England in the Reign of King William, and that the Sailors are 5,000 more than

the whole native Seanren employed in the Trade of the Kingdom, when the Battle

of La Hogue gave her the Doatinion of the Ocean.

The flight and rapid Sketch, to which the Nature of this Report limits us, will

yet, we hope, afford fome Idea of the Importance of the Weft India Commerce

to the Manufa@urers, the Merchants, the Farmers, and Landholders of Great Bri-

tain: Far from wifhing to exaggerate, we have Reafon to believe that the Re-

view of the InfpeCtor General does not extend to Scotland, and we are certain

that it does not exhibit the-Intercourfe between thefe Iflands and Ireland, which

has always been confiderable, and is on the Increafe.

By the Refolutions on the Finances of the Empire, prefented to the Houfe of

Commons by the Chancellor of the Exchequer ‘in the laft Seffion, it appears that

the general Imports of the Kingdom, and particularly the Exports of Britifh Ma-

hufactures, in’ the Years 1083 and 1804, fall greatly fhort of thofe for the two

Years preceding. As there is no room for believing that the Confumption or

Produétion of the Wet India Colonies have decteafed,, there is Reafon to think

that the relative Proportion of their Trade to the general Commerce of the King-

dom. has ‘become greater, ‘and is augmenting.
“Yet in place of cherifhing this Source of national Profperity3 in place’ of ex-

tending and encouraging a Market. which no Defpot can fhut againft her, will it

hereafter meet Belief, when the Mifts of Fanaticifm fhall be diffipated, that at 4

Moment when all Intercourfe with her was proferibed in the moft. opulent and

commercial States of Europe, and both Force. and Artifice employing to exclude

 

© Chalmer’s Eflimates, edit. 1804, page61.
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her. from the others, when Great Britain was preparing to mect the mightieft Hottthat ever had been arrayed againft her, and was engaged in a Conteft for nationalExiftence, of which her youngeft Son might not fee the Termination, her State.men.adopted Meafures more fatal to her Profperity, than all that the rancorousHatred or infidious Guile of her arch Enemy could have accomplithed or hoped,and by Laws and Regulations, withholding trom the Weft India Colonies a necef.{ary Supply-of Labourers, giving undue Encouragement to rival Settlements, andheaping ‘upon their Staples exorbitant and oppreflive Impofts, finally accomplithedthe Overthrow of thete once flourifhing Mlands, and by their Fall ruined theManufactures, withered .the Cornnierce, and fubverted the Naval Strength of theempire?
“Strongly impreffed with the prefent diftrefsful Situation of this Country, and theDangers hangng cver it from the Probability of fuch fatal Meafures being purived

  

by

APPE N.-

Ne

Aw ACCOUNT. of the Quantity of Raw Sucar imported into, and of Raw
January 1804, and of the Duties paid, and Drawbacks

 
 

ene

‘IMPORTED, . EX
 
 
 

RAW. . RAW.
 

 

Quantity. Duty.’ Quantity, Drawback,,

 

 

Cwt.  qrs, Ib. Le 8 dl Cwr qrs. Ib. Loos di
1801! 3,729,302 1 8 3,486,552 10 429,105 2 271- 486,544 19 10

Britih Plantation . - 1802/4,173,148 1 16 HC5T,OZT Q 9) 1,023,210 2 14 968,690 44697

i

   

t
w a1803 12,943,639 30641179 10 10} 591,845 2 25! 737,624 2 2
 

 

1821} 61,213 2 21] 88,384 16
.

41 5074t 0 221 - - -
Hak India - - . 2 1802! 57,714 @ 22 23,016 19 4 255540 O09 4] = «© «

1803] 68,206 o ©; $3988 12 101 28,512 15} -

  

1801] -186,048 41 18 10,687 § 9 165,220 3 23{ - - -
Foreign Plantation - - 2 1809|: 66,216 126] 4,920 a1 ™ 93979 9 8} - - -

138,534 2 ar] « 7 -e
o

1803! 152,294 1 6 15,213 19      
Nore, The Drawbacks and Bounties above ftated are the Sums actually paid in each Year, and notexclufive of the temporary Duty on Sugar under the AQ 43d of HisMajeity, Cap. 70, amounting to

* Refined Sugar is reduced into the Denomination of Raw
Tnfpeftor General's Office,

Cufom Houfe, London, 26thApril 1804, |
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“by His Majefty’s Minifters, we finally recommend that an Appeai te made to our
moft gracious Sovereign, to whom none of his oppreffed People have ever applied
in vain, by an humble Petition, in which it is prefumed their Honours the Council
will with to join, fetting forth our moft prominent’ Grievances, and moft humbly
praying His Majefty’s moft gracious. Interpofition,.to protect us in the profitable
Enjoyment of our Property, by affording the Supply of Labourers neceffary for the
Cultivation of our Eftates, to prevent a Deviation from that Syftem of reciprocal
Monopoly; fe long and happily eftablithed between the Mother Country and-her.
Colonies, and to favehis faithful and loyal Subjects in this land from utter Ruin,
by an Accumulationof oppreffive and exorbitant Duties:on our Staples, which can
only be productive to the Treafury in proportion’ as they are éxacted from the
inadequate Revenue, or diminifhing, Capital of the Planter, and muft ultimately
defeat their own Objeét by checking,if not deftroying, the Cultivation of Sugar ia
this Ifland.

 

DIX.

I.

and Rerinep Svuear’ exported feom, Great Britain in Three Years, ending 5th

~ and Bounties received thereon ; diftinguilhing eachYear.

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PORTED. ”
.. . More Imported “More Exported

, T. tal of Ra d Refined Sucar than . than :REFINED. | | Total o Eeporred. . Exported. . Imported.

Quantity. Bounty. Quantity. OTe | ~ Quantity. - Quantity. |

‘Cw gre Ib) ff. a. a] Cwt gre I] £2 5. | Cw. gra. Ib.| Cwte qrs. tbs.:

333-384 .2 10] 604,776-11 7] "975,857 °9 8)1,091,328 IK 5 mrs 45 reopens,

529509 .0 g|-goz,1it 3-8 1,923,375 3 24|1,870,801 18 3 nears I .20 -

$41,987 1 193,191,967 17 31 1,513,222 “2.7 1,929,592 © ybaseat7 o 27|° _

- 6 ef = = f 60,741 022) - od gre 227 _

‘ee ~ | - -_ = “25,540 o 4} o° - - 42,174 0 18 -

‘] . 7 -o, _ L oe 28,612 a) 15 < - -- 39-733 313 ; —,

é . uy : . ,

we te eo ee 165,220 3231 - - - 20,827 1 23 _

woe el fee 93979 0 8| = = 9 © of 27,762 219

eee fe ee | 138534 2 at = = = | 8759 2 23 =       
 

‘the cémputed Amountonthe Quantities exported within the, Period ofthe Account. ThisAccount is
_ &+491,518.and the Drawback to £.18,126- 65. . : :

-at the Proportion of 34 Cwt, of Raw to 20. Cwt. of Refined, |

William Irving,

. In{pedtor General of the Imports
and Exports of Great Britaio.
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. y

An ACCOUNT of the Toran Vatve of the IMPORTS :E of thediftinguithing the Britith Man.

 

 

 

 
Value of Imports. . oe AVERAGE,

. : q seta ‘4 < x: a od, L.. nh €!

1801 Foreign Euro = (8 “eH P'9,509, ;‘Son ‘eo . Pe - =. = 8 =f 95858985 14 6 [18,667,331 19 93331665 19 61
1801 Ireland and Britith European Domicions + -| 2,851,892 8 41 i

1802 =e tf 304851969 14 7| 6,341,862 3 6] 3,170,931 3 9
1801 United-States of America .- - «= +. -{ 2,706,518 oO §
Wor 6s ttm at 199231504 15 §| 4,630,022 15 10| 2,315,011 7
1801 Foreign WeftIndies - + = = = tf 5931G 100 7
1802 - 5 = ee tt tf 4594 TE | 239809 7 BL 129,904 13 10
1801 Allother Parts notenumerated - - - | 201,259 10 4
1602 - 2 emt tte aft 265569 © 8 | 464,828 tr of] 252,414 5 6
1801 Britith Continental Colonies - » «© | §58,805 9 21
02 tt 4290554 1 S| 988159 Tt 4] 494079 I 8
1801 Eaft Indies - = = ee td 542444 16 4 .
Hoz = = = et 557941906 23 § [186219348 Q 7| 5,609,674 4 ol
801 Africa - - © -= + + = {| 138,660 0 8 ;
18025 - = + 2 2 2 = =| 168,863 11 6 | 307,523 12 2] 153,762 16 4
 

 

42,858,885 10 2 [42,858,886 10 2 /21.429.443 5 1

wBor Antigua - - + + = © = «4 286,637 0 2
1802 oe et 936,525 © 2 | 623,162 © 4] 31t8t Oo
1801 Barbadoes - - - = + © © =| 278,985 18 1 4
Wor et et tt 492519 © 8] 771,504 11 | 385,752 510
1801 Dominica - - - oe - - 301,370 7 o 68.076
or = ef 347,608 1 49,979 13 3| 324,489 16. 7f
ror Grenada -~ - + = © = = «fF 368.644 1 Hg OT
Wor = == = # = 2 2 2 =] 505,931 30 874575 11 -§ | 437287 15 8H
Bot Jamaica s = 6+ = 5 = = =f H492,286 15 2
10a. eth 03390330 17 87715517 13 7| 4,3855758 16 gf
ror Montferrat - - = #= (| 2# -[° 99,840 2
1802 - - es = © = eee 55.951 9 95,791 It 10 47,895 15 1
s801 Nevis - 5 7 © = = 2 «] 109,588 6
Wor = = = et tt 1455347 82 254875 18 7|. 427-437 19 3h
ror St. Kitt’s - = + = © = = =| 272,930 0 .
1802 - - s+ me = 8 ee of 962,084 28 635,014 11 GO] 317,507 5 9
ror St. Vincent’s - - - = + = .| 274,588 13
woz se 5 = © © 5 = =f $74,983 4 622,571 17 4| 32285 18 8
s8or Tortola - = - © + © + -| © 88472 3
‘1802; Foe es 8 fF oe 82,050 121 170,522 15 tr} 85,260. y 11}
w8or Trinidad - - = = w« © -| 203,203 16 1

a
r
!

1803 - : 419.719 13 3 | 209,884 16 7}

$3,888,285 18 9| 6,944,142 19 4h

216,565 17
 

13,888,285 18
 

1801 Demerara » 5,406,186 14
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1802 ~  s = 5 5 2 = = 21 862,085 2,268,272 10° ©| 1,134,136 § 0
1801 Martinique’ = - - = 2 2 = ft 775,210

Woz ttt tt 564,6y2 18 1,339,903 4 7| 669.951 12° 434
wBor St. fucia- = 2 = = = = =f “63,597 6 - : °
oz ee lee 357 210 | 116, 6 8
t801 Fobaga * - - - + + « © 190s 6 954 a seA77 4 9
tBoz- ee et 262,566 1g 2 448,532 6 of 224,465 3 0
1801St,Thomas - = «© » -. - 57.088 19 ms

1802 Suppofedthe fame - - - - «© -~ 088 , 088 19 6
1801 St. Croix - - - . - eo. = - oe 862 ° 114 77 '9 ° 57 - 9

1802 Suppofed the fame -  - - = = -| 226,862 § 253.724 10 8| 126,862 5 4
wor Curragoz see lee 32.458 6 ch
1802 - - - - - - - - + . sO6r 1980 16
1801 St. Bartholomew - - -« -« «= «| 503 : V ENNOOE We 8 5590 “f
‘1802 = Suppofed the fame ~ 2 2 = ff 34,020 § 68,040 10 8 34020 § 4
1801 St. Mamtin - . - 2 © -© . 2,786 2 ; .
1802 Suppofedthefame - - - « << . 2,786 2 $572 4 2 2,786 2 3
i801 Surinam se ee elle 1,431,664 7

Woz tf 7621933 F 2| 2,194,597 15 8|1,097,298 17 10
‘6,931,737. 3 4| 6,921,737 2 4} 3:460,868 11 2

Imports annually from all Parts, except Afri itith Weft Indi .
asdconquered Iflands : *exept . methe Britity ft Ina } 21,275,691 9 °

Imports annuully from Africa, as above = = ee = 153,761 16 |
Imports from Britith Wet Indies, at above’ = = = «= 6,944,842 19 4
Imports from the conquered Iflands, as above == === 34460808 1 2

. . an

Imports annually from all Parts of the World = == 31,8341454 15 75

NV. B. The Ilands of St, Thomas, St. Croix, St. Bartholomew, and St, Martin, were not in outPoffefin
‘in order that the Average
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a

L - © . . .

| EXPORTS fom GREAT BRITAIN, in 1801‘and 1802;

gure ftom the Foreign ones.
—O Amount VERAGE. ” Export of Foreign Aount AVERAG!

. Bayon ofBua 1801 and 1802. . A ee Merchandize. 18cxand. 1802. E..Merchandice, : ::
' . vr 4—— . . . da oe Se AW OL, on da 7 Ua L- & d

fe 1 sf & , é ‘Il 8,869,108 19 8 é

72573 17 10°]19:288,605 8 8| 9,644,302-14 4 {111,486,043 0 10 |20,355,152 © 6 110177576 0 3"81, "|| 49444377 17 Of * .4781879 16 2 075,289 10 4| 2,037,644 15 2+] 1,480,008 © ©| 2,924,385 17' 0| 1,462,192 18 621293409 14 #| 4075 aeele 266,396 2 6) ;
7 8r8 "6 ut 12,395,013 3 §| 6:197,506 rf 83}, - 1752612 13 § | 442,008 14 11] 228,004‘7 5
a . 2,828 18 1 . : aB 1% : . .ot ; B6a78 14 0] 4339 7 | 7219 9 2] ross7 3] Som 3 7E

7360 H 10 136,035 4 4| 68,317 12 2 109 “4 4 8,352 0 6 41176 9 3
; 83,8 “ J ; oe /

ees 12 5 21440,357 1 3|1,223,178 10 73 sae " un 435743 12 01 217,871 16 53.

Beer 18 2 |,g413:258 8. 0| 27c6,62q 4 0|| 245,239 15 10| 462,817 0 4| 251,408 10 2
: i 5055195 4 31 - Se
seed 11| 15294:857 4 ©| 647.428 12 0 || 424,783 2 7) 989.978 6 10} 494.989 3 §

455136,294 14 9 450136,294 14 © |22,568,147 7 © |i25,628,486 © 3 |25,628,486 0 3 bans o 1h

1689.16. . 9,617 81 . oe

15988 a 2 241,578 18 3} 120,785 19 12 are 3 2 16,783 12 1 8,391 16 ck
19 2 ’ ; 7

202.178 4 5} 424543 3 7 | 212,271 1 OF ‘ace 3 ; 102,865 3 10 54432 Tt re.

ora 9 8 147,992 10 9| 87,496 § 42 241568 13° 7| 3271012 Of} 16,355 6-0
162,613 3 4 . 18,022 3 9} .

87,008 6 11 349,709 9 S| 1745854 14 83 mene " 3 42,688 16 5} 21,344 8 2}
064,665 13 4 2 .
ash aout 3:992,504 3 3 | 1996.252 1. 73 tages 8 9 2935120:11 13 146,560 § 11h

{| “30,482 0 1 .
26383 19 3| 56,805 19 4| 28,402 19 8 $214 "9 a 5,636 7 9 2,818 3 10}
1 £7 10 ’ / .

£1766 9 5 39.147 8 6 195573 14 3 ben 5 4 2781 1 2 15390 10 7
86, #4, ?

110,318 5 7| 196,372 8 1 98,186 4 OF 12,046a 18,557.33 2 9,278 16 7
110,623 1 . . 52150 -
130.460 i ; 244.484 11 8 122,242 § 10 $9343 A 2 10,524 1 9 5.262 © 10}

. seat 10 . 147137 2 § 73568 rr 23 2,565 15 6 ‘g119 «21 2,559 10 Yo
349,682 12 2 . $2,494 13 6 .
246,015 4 ©| 595.697 16 2! 297,848 18 1 32372 11 r | 84,867 4 721 42.433 12 38

6,452,966 11 “3| 6,462,966 11° 5| 3.231.483 § SH) 615.654 6 4 615,654 6 4] 307:827 3 2

6,300 18 oe 28,060 14 2
138,403 14 1] 464,694 12 2 232,347 6 1 ay37e 3 ; 45,439 17 9 22,715 8 10%

1898 1 ; 2237 .
eng18 71 318,614 5 8| 159,307 2 10 43233 5 9| 13147014 6F 65.735 7 3

\ 45755, 11 8 4,024 17. 0 : . _

rot dt 16 6 6,097 8 2 3.048 14 1 sad J 6 1,043 14 6 521 47° 3

24304 1 2] 126,990 15 8 63,495 7 10 957 a 9 6,806 6 ‘5 3403, 323

1.656 : 1 9312 8 2 #656 4 1 340-14 2 681 8 4 349.14 2
13,906 13 8 , 15403 7 . — oe -
13,906 13° 8 27,813 7 4 13,906 13 8 nies 7 2,806 13. 2 1,403 6 7
34,004 9 0 . 22, . :

4474 6 6| 38,478 15 6} 19.239 7 9 12,366 16 §| 35,278 18 9 37,639 § toz
#15 0
715 0 15 10 0 715 of .

92,377 12 8I 33,204 4 41
27,853 1 1} 120,231 3 9 60,115 11 10F 3.285 16 8 36.490 1 7 18,245 © 9F

1,112,248 6 5 1,112,248 6 5 556,124 3 23 260,008 8 0 260,008 8 ‘o 130,004 4 0-

To all . : . To all Parts of the World cxesr 2
eal Wantothe World,excep‘t 21,920,718 15 @ the Weft Indies and Africa 12,319,253 16 8}
To Africa, as above - - + 647,428 12 0|| ToAfrica,asabove - - + 494,989 3 -§
To the Britih Weft Indies - + 3.231483. § 84|| Tothe Britith Weft Indies - - 307,827 3 2
To the conquered Iflands - - 556,124 3 23|| To the conquered Iflands - + 130,00 4 © 

in 1802 but, in the foregoing, areWo Years maybemore correét.
39.

To all Parts of the World -
   

~ 26,355,574 15 11
arrrand

put down asif they had been fo, and produced as in 1801.

To all Parts of the World - 9 <

 
 

13,252,074 7 3%
——SSSSs Ee
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34 . PAPERS RESPECTING

L.

 

Extract of a Letter from Governor Prevost, to Earl Campen
(N° 59.).; dated Dominica, roth December. 1804. | ,

THAV E’had the honour to receive your Lordthip’s Letter, Circular, of °
| the 4th of October laft, inclofing a Paper expreffing the Heads of Information
Yequired from hence relative to Imports and Exports of Slaves, and other Matters °
re(pecting that unfortunate Race. me,
From the Nature of the Report I fhall have to make your Lordthip on the

laft Subject, fome Delay will be unavoidable; but you may depend on none .
unneceffary. - _ a
‘From the many Ycars I have paffed in the Weft Indies, and as a Refident in |

moft of the Colonies,I may venture to reprefent to your Lordthip the Legiflature
of the Ifland of Dominica, as diftinguithed by the Laws it has paffed for the
Encouragement, Protection, and Government of Slaves; but I am forry I cannot
add, that they are asreligioufly enforced as you would with ; however; the Treat-
ment ofNegroes: deperids tefs on the Temper of the Matter, whofe Intereft in his
Slaves well-being is not always a fufficient Check. Slaves are in genera! treated with
Mildnefs and Humanity; they are well fed and tolerably clothed. The Pomp, the
Shew, and the Myfteries of the Catholic Religion, induces the Negroes, who are.
difpofed to have any, to preter it. a

M.

- Extra&of a Letter from Governor. Bestincx, to Earl Campen;
- dated St. Vincent, 13th December 1804.

I HAV E laid before the Council and Afembly the Letter of the 4thof
October, with the Heads of Information ; in confequence ofwhich, a Committee of
both Houfes has been appointed tu prepare a Bill tor the Purpofe of enforcing the

‘
Attainment of fuch Information.

N.
——

Extra% of a Letter from the, Right honourable Lord
Lavineton, to the Earl Campen, K. G.; dated
Antigua, 14th December 1804.

SINCE the laft Difpatch (N° 4, of the 19th of November) which I had
~ the honour of addreffing to your Lordthip, I have received, by a Jamaica Packet,
your Lordfhip’s Commands in your Circuiar‘Letter of the 4th of O@ober, accom-
panied by certain Heads of Information, on which I have your Lordthip’s Orders to
tran{mit to you, as fpeedily as poffible, the moft-correét and particular Information __
that can be obtained, upon the feveral Points which are fpecified in them; and by’
the Prince Erneft Packet, which anchored at this Iland Yeflerday, I was honoured
with your Lordthip’s Letter, N° 6, of the 18th of O@ober. | ~ co

Ido not fail to remark, that in the Heads of Information encloféd with your
Lordthip’s Letter of the 4th of October, a Defire is expreffed of all practicable
Difpatch,as well as of Correctnefs and Precifion, in my Reply to the feveral Subjects
of Enquiry ; and I truft that your Lordthip will have the Goodnefs to be perfuaded
that no avoidable Delay thall be committed in colleéting the Information which‘is
required of me, and in trarifmitting it to your Lordthip ; but it is aPiece of Refpect
which js due to your Lordthip, as well ‘as of Juftice which I owe to theSincerity
of my Determination to render my Obedience to your Lordfhip’s Commands on
this Subject, as fatisfactory to you as poffible, to exprefs fome Apprchenfion, that,

with
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with the mofl unremitted Jnduftry, I may not be able to convey to your Lordthip

the Information which you require with all the Expedition which I could with.

Thete are {ome Points on which, in the Opinion of ‘His Majefty’s Board of Council

jn this Iland, as well as in my own, it will be very tedious and difficult to colleé& the

neceflary Intelligence with Accuracy$ not ftom any Difaffection in the Inhabitants
of this Government to the Subjects of Enquiry, nor the fmalleft degree of Dif-

yefpect to His Majefty’s Government, but from the Inattention and Indifpofition,

too prevalent in human: Nature, to ative Exertions and laborious Inveftigations,

‘where they are neither impofed by the Obligation of Law, nor required by the Duty’:

of Office. It is my Intention firft to endeavour to procure, by private Requifition,

the Points of Information, which are neceffary to enable me to obey your Lordfhip’s-

Commands; ,and indeed I have received Affurances of Afiftance from all Quarters

in which I have communicated them. But if I fhould have reafon to fulpec that the

Calculations which may be laid-before me are conjeCtural, and ofcourfe liable to-

IncorreGtnefs and Error, it is my prefent Opinion, as it feems to be that of the’

principal and. beft informed Perfdns in this Ifland, whom I have confulted on the

‘Execution of your Lordfhip’s Commands, that the moft effectual Method of ob-

taining that kind of Information, on the Accuracy of which I can rely, will be by

the Coercion of an A& of the Ifland, which fhall exaé Information upon Oath,

. and under fevere Penalties, and which I have no Reafon to doubt the Difpofition

of either Houfe of the Legiflature to concur with me in paffing, if it be found’ ne--

ceflary. But if in ‘this Ifland, which by His Majefty’s Inftructions is that ofmy:

chief Refidence, and in which, by my perfonal Attention, | can immediately fu-

perintend the Progrefs of the Enquiries which are neceffary to enable me to

anfwer the Heads of Information, the Tafk is not exempt from no inconfiderable

’ Difficulties, I fubmit to your Lordfhip’s Candour, the little Profpe&t which I have

before me, of paying that expeditious Obedience to your Lordthip’s Commands, —

(which I devoutly with to do)’ from the feveral other Iflands under my Command,

entirely unconnected with and diffimilar in their Government from oye another;

and in which I cannot obferve, without Concern, that Bufinefs of every kind: (and

particularly public BufinefS) is, and has long been, tranfacted. with a degree of

Order, Precifion, and Method, very inferior to the Syftem which has jong cha-

raCterized the Ifland of Antigua. I however beg leave to repeat my Affurances to

yourLordfhip, that undertake the Execution of your Lordthip’s Commands on

this Subje@, with an Earneftnefs and Zeal that, 1 truft, will atone for themiferably

infirm State of my Health ; which, unfavourable as it may be to Exertion, will, I

hope, be difcovered by no other Circumftance or Appearance in my Correfpondence

with your Lordthip, than my own Confeffion.

O.”

Copy of aLetter from Mr. Prefident Apyve to Earl CAMDEN;

dated 16th December 1804. - ro

Grenada, 16th December 1804. . .

My Lord,
1 AM honoured with your Lordthip’s Difpatch of the 4th of Odtober, en-

clofing certain Heads of Information to be procured in this Colony, and tranfmitted

to your Lordihip. In confequence whereof, I have directed the proper Otficers of

the feveral Departments from whence the fame may be moft accurately obtained,

to furnith me with Returns which thall be forwarded to your Lordfhip as early as-

poffible. Thofe Objeéts of Enquiry which relate to the Number of Negroes im~

ported and exported, and the Proceedings under the Guardian A@ of this {Mand,

will be {peedily procured ; but I fear I fhall not be able to obtain the Return of

the Negroes now in the Government,|clafled in the Manner pointed out by your

Lordthip, nor the Number of free-coloured Perfons, before next Month. ‘There

tha’! however be no Delay on my Part.
I have the honour to be, &c.

The Earl Camden, . A.C, ADYE. |

&e. &c. &c..
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P.
——

Extra&t of.a Letter fram Governor.Prevost, to. the Earl
CampeEn ; dated Daminica, 1f{t January 1805.—N? 61.

IN addition to that Part of my Letter ofthe 10th of laft Month, (N° 59.)
-which related to the Heads of Information required by -your Lordhhip, I have the
shonour to enclofe herewith the following Papers, being the moft authentic andpar-
ticular InformationJ can obtain.

N°a. An Account of Negroes imported and exported from 1788 to
December 1804. —

N° 2, <A Statement of the Population of the Colony of Dominica, &c.
N° 3. A Lift of all ConviGions had, and Fines andForfeitures reco-

vered, &c. &c. .
N° 4. A Letter from the Reverend John Audain, containing a Return of

the Baptifms and Burials, &c. &c.

‘The principal Revenue of. Dominica arifes from a Tax on Slaves of every Deno-
amination and Defcription without Exception, in confequence the Steps takenonly
Jed to afcertain their Numbers in the grofs, requiring from the Owners -no other
Defcription than that to be found in the Return. Although I am confcious it will
Rot meet your Lordthip’s Expectations, ftill | preferred tran{mitting it, to incurring
a Delay of feveral Months in the purfuit of more corre Information.

TheAGof the Legiflature intituled “ An Ad for the Encouragement, Prote¢tion,
and better Government of Slaves,” appears to have been confidered, from the

Day.it was paffed until this Hour, as a political Meafure to avert the Interference
of the Mother Country’ii fhe Management of Slaves. “Havingfaid this, your
Lordlhip wilt notbe furprized to learn the Claufe 7th ofthat Bill has been wholly
negledted. * As to the 8th Claufe, it is too intimately conneted with the public
Jntereft to be allowed to fleep.

Tam apprehenfive you will find the Account ofall Convictions had, and Fines or
Forfeitures, recovered, and of all Profecutions commenced againft the Defaulters,-
purfuant to the faid Act of the Affembly, very unfatisfaGtory; however here, now
and then, the A& has fhewn fome Symptoms of Life.

As to the parochial and eftablifhed Clergy, I find a Mr. Margaret filling the
Situation from January 1788 to January 1793 ; he was fucceeded in 1797 by a Mr.
Peters, and ultimately in January 1802, my Predeceffor Colonel Johnftone pre-
fented the Rectory of the Parifh of St. George’s to the Reverend John Audain,
the prefent Incumbent, whofe Letter will explain to your Lordthip why the
Claufes 3 and 4 are not carried into Effe4, and the Obftacles he meets with.
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Port of Rofeau, 2 ACCOUNT of NEGROES Imported and Exported.
from 1788 to December 1804.Dominica. 5

 

 

    
 

Imported. Ne. Exported, |

In the Year - 1788 6,203 ||In the Year - -.- 1788 4,960.

Ditto - - 1 789, 3,647: Ditto - - - - 1789 3,412

Ditto - - 1790| 2,271 Ditto - - - - 1 790 1,771

Ditto - - 1791 2,390 Ditto -~ - - ~ 1791] 1,760

Ditto - - 1792| 3,632| Ditto - - - - 1792 2,350

Ditto - = 1793 2,037 || “Ditto - - - - 1793] 1,119

Ditto - - 1794 150 Ditto - - - -1 794, —

Ditto - ~- 1795 — Ditto - - - - 1795 —

Ditto - - 1796 2.99 Ditto = - - - 1796 3

Ditto - - 1797 349. | Ditto - - - - 1797 60

Ditto - - 1798 1,097 Ditto - co ot 798 —_

Ditto - - 1799{ 762 Ditto -.- - - 1 799 202,

Ditto - - 1800 962 Ditto - = = = 1800. 9.

Ditto - - 1801 336 | Ditto - - - - r8o1r) —

Ditto - = 1802 603 || Ditto. - - - - 1802 394

| Ditto - - 1803 1,043 Ditto - = - =. 4803) 67

Ditto = =<. 1804 1,386 Ditto - - - 1804 §

—— ——

RECAPITULATION.

Imported from 1788 to 1804 -
Exported during fame Period -

Apparent Balance remaining in the Ifland

Caftom Hovfe, Rofeau,
Dominica, 27th December 1804.

39:

~ = 27,469
- - 16,155

- - 11,012
—_—_

The above extracted from the Books of this Office..

Signed {ioe Laing, Coll*
John Gorton, Compt!
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P. N° 2.

 

The moft particular STATEMENT which can be obtained of the POPULATION
of the Colony of Dominica, includingWhite Inhabitants of everyDefcription; Free
Perfons ofColour, and Slaves,is as fallows:

 

In the Year 1797, the Number of Negroes was. afcertained to amount to 1 3+520 Males and Females.

 

 

 

 

White Perfons. Free Perfons of Colour, Slaves. REMARKS,

Annual Detail ——
5 a ; > . pe 3 i

P ne 3° 3 “3 < 37 a 3 Ss & 3 aopulation, szl\2S| Ces as £ 5 2 a o
gfe) 2 [P22 8 12 | s |e 1e |

- In the Year 1801
theCenfus amount-
edio - - - “Petr pe ed - fe | - +] - | 10,326] 10,460 20,786}

Tnthe Year s802,to] - | . - - - - --/-- 10,431] 10.968] 21,399

Inthe Year 1803, to "Pr prpe cfc fe | + +d + ff 10,858] 10,6351 22,493

Inthe Year 1804,to 678, 243! 6731 1,594|| 674] 589 1,559 | 2,822: Il 11,061 10,922) 22,083 ine hisYearis
and 53 Female
Runaway Slaves
in the Woods,            
 

Ho Return of the Negro Population can be had for the intervening Years fince t797 unto 1801:

Treafary Office,
Dominica, 31 Dec. 1804.

I certify the above tobe a true Statement,as
taken from my Books,

Rob! Metcalf,
Deputy Treafurer.
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P. N° 3.
eee

all Conviétions had, and Fines and Forfeitures recovered, and of

all Profecutions commenced againft Defaulters, purfuant to an Act of the.

Legiflature of Dominica, paffed in December 1788, intituled, “ An A& for-

“ the Encouragement, Protection, and better Government of Slaves.”

 

1789.
12th Auguft

1791.
4th February.

5th.
roth.
19th,
22d.

if March,
_ 3oth Sune..

1792.
16th January.

1798.
6th February,

24th May.
. 1799.
ath February.

1800.
oth September,

3othSeptember

41th November
1801.

rith June,

gth July.

1803.
¥7th March.

6th December 

Cefar, for the Murder of a Negro, named Tony, executed,

Paul, Michael, Antoine, and Janviere.
Jean Baptifte, Profper, Charlo, and Pero..
Jappa and Jimell..
Tom, Maya, Charles, Hippolite, Gregoire, and Batt.,
Cyrus, Hannibal, and Renault.

N. B. The preceding nineteen Negroes were condemned and
executed, for being principally concerned in the
Rebellion which took place in this Ifland in the
Year 1790.

Jean Louis Pauliniere, chief of the rebellious Negroes, executed.
Mr. Sargenton was fined in the Sum of £.30 Currency, for ill-
‘treating a Negro Slave, the Property of Doctor Fellan.

Matthew, for practifing Witchcraft, executed.

Belvidere Leefon, a free Negro Woman, fined in the Sum of £.25
Currency, for cruel and barbarous Punifhment of her Slave. _

‘Lindor, for the Murder of a Negro Woman, executed,

Cefar Moore, a free Negro,fined in the Sum of £.25 Currency,
for crucl and barbarous Punifhment of his. Slave.

David Rainy, free Negro, for Robbery, executed. _
Quathey, for fupplying Runaway Negroes with Gunpowder and

Provifions, executed.
Cordelia, a free Negro Woman, ordered to be confined 12 Months.

in the Common Gaol, for Cruelty to her Slave.

Johnfon, chief of a Runaway Camp, executed,

Pieque Bois, for Robbery, executed.
Antoine, for the Murder of his Mafter, Mr, Grano, executed,

Patrick Rooney, a Soldier in His Majefty’s 68th Regiment of Foot,

was condemned for the Murder of the Negro Caliite, but was

reprieved by his Excellency Governor Johnftone,

Prince, for holding Correfpondence: with Runaway Slaves, fupply~

ing them with Provifions, &c. pardoned by his Excellency

Governor Prevoft, in confequence of a Recommendation of the

Bench. ;

Cato, for the Murder of the Negro Tom, executed;

Regifter’s Office, Dominica,
3th December 1804.

I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true Copy, taken from the Records of
my Office.

39

Sohn Ch. Conftable,Signed)
¢ e Ading Regifter.
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P, N° 4.

waren

Copy of a Letterfrom the Reverend Joun Aupatn,. to
Governor Pagvosr ; dated Dominica, 31{t Dec. 1804.

Dominica, 31ft December 1804,
Sir,

IN conformity to your Letter, I herewith tran{mit to you an accurate Return:of all the Baptifms and Burials of the free-coloured People and Slaves, from the_1ft Dayof January 1802, to this 31ft Day of December 1804, being the Day £was inflituted to the Living of the Town of Rofeau, and Parith of StGeorge’s.
The very incorreé State ofthe only Documents I have been able to get from theSecretary’s Office, renders it impoffible for me to furnith your Excellency with theReturn you have required from the Year 1 788, no Regifter being to be found for theSpace of four Years of that Time..

From the Extracts I have returned you from my Regifter, your Excellency willreadily perceive that the Increafe is infinitely greater than the Decreafe ; and I haveno doubt, but it has heretofore been, and will be generally fo.
Your Excellency may alfo obferve, that in my Return I have made no mentionof the Marriages ; my Reafon for it is, that a very few even of the free-colouredPeople marry, and not one Slave fince L have been here. Why they do not I readilyconceive, particularly the ‘Slaves. Their Owners do not exhort them to it, andthey thew no Difpofition themfélves to alter that mode of Cohabitation which theyhave been accuitomed to from the Infancy of the Colony. A lawful Union of theSlaves, confidered in a moral point of View, is devoutly to be withed ; but I havemy Doubts, whether any rea/ Good will arife from it, until they are more generallyinftructed in the Principles of the Chriftian Religion, and become more ferious byet ftill, I think,. it may be attended with no political Evil or Inconvenience..

I have the honour to be, &c.

John Audain, A M..
Rector of St.. George’To Governor Prevoft,

-&c. &c. &e.
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N° 5.

An EXACT RETURN of all the Barrisms and Buriass of the Free

Cotourep Pzorxe and Staves, in the Town .of Roszav, the Parith of

Geores’s, and the other Parifhes in the {aid Ifland, from the 1ft Day of |

January 1802, to‘the 31ft Day of December1804,‘by the Reverend Joxn

_Aupam, A.M. Reétor of the faid Parifhes.

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

               

Baptifm Baptifn of Slaves. Burials | Burials of Slaves. -

of | of

Free Infants. Infants. 7 - Free Infants. Infants. :

: 3 é : 3 3
gif] 3{2e |é ¢ | 4 é [a |4

"sd 8 “a 8 3 "a 8 “a 8 3

Sie j)s]é& js gi{[sj/ea]

‘s1802 --| 46 34 | 76 | 44 | 204 17 | 22 | 34 | 27 16

1803 - - . 72 37 99 | 82 287 gr | 18 17 21 ‘42

21804 - -| 107 98 | 240 | 180 | 976 30 19 14 27 9

‘Norat-| 225 | 169 | 415 | 306 [05467 | 7% | 59 | 6&.| 75 | 37

John Audain, A.M.

-Reétor of the Town of Rofeau,

-and the Parith ofSt. George.

P. N° 6.

Rofeau, 30th December 1804.

‘Sir,
IN anfwer'to your Excellency’s Letter of the 11th Inftant, relative to the

“Marriages, Chriftenings, and Burials, of the Free Perfons of Colour -in this Ifland,

-and Slaves, fince :1788, to the laft of December 18043 I-have to anfwer, in order

to comply with your Excellency’s Injunction on thefe three Points: Primo, That

‘fince this [land became a Part of the Britifh Empire, my Predeceffors kept no Re-

gifters of the Burials or Chriftenings of Slaves ; and as to their legal Marriages, no

fuch thing is practifed in the Englith Iflands. As to the Marriages of Free People ©

of Colour, one in a thoufand is, I believe, legally masried.; and the reft, according

to the Law of Nature, which is to join and feparate’ad libitum. With regard to

their Chriftenings, fuch as have Property are regiftered when they require it, and

the reft are indifferent about it, as they are in general illegitimate5 it is the fame

with their Interments.
I have the honour to be, &c.

To SL’Abbé Canvan.

Governor Prevoft,
&e. &c. &e.
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Extra& of a Letter from the Right honourable Lord
SearokTH to Earl Campen ; dated Pilgrim, 7th January
1804,

«ON infpecting the Returns of the Churchwardens, I found them fo irre--
ular and incorrect, that I thought it would create moreConfufion than Information

if fent. I have called for new Reports, according to a Form I have now fent the
~ Churchwardens, 1 enclofe herewith(N° 4.) the Returns made me by the Cuftom
Houfe, and by the Treafurer; the Treafurer’s Imports agree exaét/y in every Year

. with the Cufteom Houfe Returns, which is apretty good Criterion of their Truth.
The Return of the Number of free-coloured and black People, required, being
in gro{s, is taken from the Churchwardens Reports.”

~ Q. N°,

Ax ACCOUNT of SLAVES Imported and Exported in the Ifland of
BARBADOES, fince the Year 1788 inclufive.

 

 

 

    

Years. Slaves Imported.| Slaves Exported.

1788 - - ‘1,585 1,270

1789 - - 556 490
17g0 + - I3r gt
179I - - 426 310 |

1792 = - 744 59t ‘| = N.B. Many Veffels from the
1793 > - 1,43 1,107 Coaft of Africa enter but never
1794 - - 1,218 * 943-1 land any Slaves here; all which |
179§ -. - 2,059 1,729 are included in this Account;
1796 - - 3,582 3,280 and alfo Slaves have been per-
1797 - -| 3,462 2,895 mitted fometimes to be exported
1798 - 39244 2,786 in neutral Bottoms, for theSafety
1799 - -| 1,968 1,491 ofBritith Subjeéts,totheSifter
1800 + - 830 79° Colonies.
a8or - - — —
1802 = - 608 400

1803+-| 3,177 2,498
1804 - - 999 854

17+ - -| 26,027 21,525
 

 

‘The above was given in to Lord Seaforth by the Colleétotof the Cuftoms, and an
exactly fimilar Account of the Import was giveh in to Lord Seaforth from: the
Treafurer’s Office, with the Exception of the Year i804, which is not yet made up
at that Office; and the Account was accompanied by the following Remark :

** {t would be erroneous in any Calculation to count upon the Importation of
Slaves, as many Cargoes are fold for Exportation, andin conféquence of fuch
Sale are fubject to the Duty, and therefore appear under the Head of Imports,
although not Janded in the Ifland ; and there ts feldom an Ifland Sale, but forne
of the Slaves are exported, as for inftance, although the Importation for the Years

- 1796, 1797, 1798, and 1803, appears to be great, yet the greater Part of them
were fent from this to other Markets; added to which, a great Number of Slaves
go from hence to other Hands, with their Owners, by Ticket from the Commander
an Chief, and therefore do not appear on the Liftof,Exports.” —

SEAFORTH.



_ ‘Slaves.
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RETURNof Free-coloured People in the Ifland of BARBADOES,

 

 

 

     

May 1802.

Men. Women. Boys. Girls, — Torat.

St. Michael’s = - - as6 | 417 209 238 | 1,020
‘Chriftchurch -- = = 16 24 14" 1§ 66

‘St. Philip -- - - = 37 69 54 | 40. 200

» St. George:- - + = 35 33 21 ‘24 113

‘St. John - 2 - 34 38. 37 14- 123

St.James -  - * = 9 12 13 9 43
‘St.Thomas - + > 6 6 7 12 _ 31
St. Peter - 2 34 74 45 39 192,

St.Lucy - - + =| NR. | NLR] NR.| NLR. 61
- St; Andrew  - = - 43 71 84 100 . 298

- St.Jofeph- - - +] © 23 |. 2! 15 | 23 82

. "2,229
—==

SEAFORTH. -

OR

Extract of a Letter from the ‘Right honourable Lord
Searortu to Earl Campen; dated Pilgrim, 7th
January 1805. -

{ ENCLOSE the Attorney General's Letter to me on the Subje& of the
Negroes fo moft wantonly murdered. I am forry to fay, feveral other Inftances of

the fame Barbarity have occurred with which I have not troubled your Lordfhip,

as I only wifhed to make you acquaintedwith the Subject in general.

R. N° I

‘Copy of a Letter from Mr. Becxes to Lord SEAFORTH ; ,
dated 19th November 1804.

. Bay Plantation, 19th November 1804.

“My Lord, . Se .

1 HAVE delayed to anfwer ye Excellency’s Note of -the roth of September,

-enclofing Queriés as to feme Cafes of cruel Murders committed upon Slaves, with

‘the hope of being able to eftablifh the Facts, fo as to communicate them to yout

Excellency without any Doubt of their Authenticity;but, notwithftanding every

Inquiry, I can make no Difcovery of the Murder which had been currently res

ported to have been committed by one Nowell, of the Parith ofSt. Andrew. The

Fad is by many fuppofed to be true, at the fame time that it 1s denied by others,

and all that I can afcertain is, that Nowell is in general-a cruel Man to his

The Militia Man is Halls, of St. Michael’s Regiment, returning from his

Duty upon an Alarm, after ftopping at a Dram Shop, where he had drank fo as
«39: to
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to be rather intoxicated; hearing fome Negroes finging before him, who were
returning from their.daily -Labour, he called out to them.thathe would kill
them; upon whichaMr. Harding, who was going ‘the fame Way, told him to
take Care what he was about ; he immediately puriued the Negroes, who not fup-
pofing.that he .really intended to do them any Injury, but imagining that what he
had faid was in Joke, did not endeavour to efcape, but as he came up to them,
they feparated to make roomfor him'to pats’; the'neareft to him being a Woman
far advanced in Pregnancy, he ran his Bayonet into her, without'the {malled Pro-
vocation, and killed her on the Spot.:. Mr. Harding and another Gentleman, who
‘were Eye-witneffes, feized him and carried him before the Prefident, who fent
him to Pijfon.

In .the other.Cafe, which happenedin the Parith of St. Lucy, two white Men
were concerned, Crone and Hollingfworth.. A Mr, Colebeck, the Manager
of a Plantation in the Neighbourhood, had fome. Manths. before purchafed
an Aftican Lad, who was much attached to his Perfon, and flept:in a Paf-
lage contiguous to his Chamber. On Sunday Night there was. an Alarm of Fire
in the Plantation, which induced Mr: Colebeck to go out haftily, and the next
Morning he miffed the Lad, who-he fuppofed had intended to follow him in the
Night, and had miftaken his Way. He {ent to his Neighbours, and to Mr.
Crone among ‘the reft, to inform them that his African Lad had accidentally Rrayed
from Lim ; that he could not fpeak a Word of Englith, and that poffibly he might
be found breaking Canes, or taking fomething elfe for his Support ; in which Cafe
he requefted that they would not injure him, but return him, and he would pay
any Damage he might have committed. A Day or two after Mr. Colebeck was
informed that Crone and Hollingfworth had killed a Negro in a neighbouring
Gully, and buried him there. He went to Crone to inquire into the Truth of
the Report, and intended to have the Grave opened to fee whether it was his
African Lad. Crone told him a Negro had been killed and buried there 3 but
affured him it was not his, for he knew him very well; and he need not be at
the Trouble of opening the Grave. Upon this Colebeck went away fatisfied;
but -receiving further Information, which left no Doubt upon his Mind that it
was his Negro, he returned andopened the Grave, and found it to be fo. I was
Mr. Colebeck’s leading Counfel, and the Faéts ftated in my Brief were as follows’:
That Crone and Hollingfworth being informed that there was a Negro lurking inthe Gully, went armed with Mufquets, and took feveral Negro Men with them.
The poor African, feeing a Parcel of Men come to attack him, was frightened ; hetook up a Stone to defend’ himfelf, and retreated into a cleft Rock, where they
could not ‘eafily come at him; they then went for fome Trafh, put it into the
Crevice of the Rock hehind -him, and fet it on Fire; after it had burnt {fo as tofcorch the poor Fellow, he ran into a Pool of Water near by; they fent a Negroto bring him out, and ‘he threw the Stone at. the Negro, upon which the two
‘white Men fired feveral Times at him’ with the Guns loaded with Shot, and the‘Negroes pelted him with Stones. He was at length dragged out of the Pool in adying Condition, for he had not only received feveral Bruifes from the Stones,bet chis Breaft was fo pierced with the Shot that it was like a Cullender. Thewhite Savages ordered the Negroes to dig a Graye, and whilft, they were diggingit, the poor Creature made figns of begging for Water, which was not given tohim,-but as foon as the Grave was dug, he was thrown into it, and covered over,and there feems to be fome Doubt whether he was then quite dead. ‘Crone andHollingfworth deny this; but Colebeck affured me, that he could prove it: bymore than one Witnefs, and I have Reafon to believe it to be true, becaufe onthe Day of Trial Crone and’ Hollingfworth did.not fuffer the Caufe to come to aHearing, but paid the Penalties and the Cofts of Suit, which it is not fuppofedthey would have done had they been innocent,

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right hanourable Lord Seaforth, Sohn Beckles.

&c. &c. &e.

Copy



rHe SLAVE TRADE, 45

8.
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Copy of a Letterfrom Earl Campgix to Lord Szarorrs3
-dated -Downing Street, a1ft January 1805.

(Separate.)

. Downing ‘Street, 21ft Januaty 1305.My Lora, g » 2ift Januaty 1805

IN your‘Lordthip’s Letter of the 'x3th of November, ‘you refume a former

‘Statement of.great and fhocking Barbarities committed by His Majefty’s Subjects

cupon Negroes, and you enclofe feveral Papers, particularly referring to the Mur-

«ders committed ‘by Perfonsofthe Name of Hall, of Crone, and ofNowell. At the

{ame time your Lordthip laments the Indifference with which thefe Atrocities

are viewed ih. the Ifland; the very inadequate Punifhments which, under the

-exifting Laws, can-be infli€ted to-avenge them; the Facility with which even thofe

Punifhments may be eluded or commuted, and the little or no Difgrace which

.attaches upon the Perpetrators.

It is fome Satisfaction, however, to learn, ‘that the Feelings you have expreffed,

and the Inveftigation you have caufed, has created no little public Attention and

Alarm; that the Council have takenup the Subject; that Bills are preparing to.

make the Punifhment of fuch Crimes tnore commenfurate to the Offence ; ‘and

that the Counfel. feem ready to perform their Duty withAlacrity and Firmnefs?

But this Satisfaction is much allayed by your Lordfhip expreffing your Apprehen-

fons, that any Meafures which your’Lordfhip may fuggelt, or theCountel adopt,

will make no Impreffion upon the Houfe of Affembly, or have the leaft Influence

to produce their Concurrence.

Under this Confideration of the Subject, your Lordthip has réquefted to be
furnithed with His Majefty’s Inftructions in refpect to the Courfe you are to purfue

for {topping the Barbarities which may be exercifed upon Negroes, and for giving

them that Prote€tion which at once Juftice and Humanity command, and both’

_ public and private Interefts require. J am, therefore, to acquaint your Lordfhip;.

that having laid before His Majefty your Reprefentations on this Subject, I am

commanded by His Majefty to convey to you His RoyalApprobation of the Zeal

and Vigour with which you have proceeded, and that it is His Royal Pleafure that

you do fend a Meffage in His Name to thie Council and Houfe of Affembly, ex-

horting them to commence an immediate Inveftigation, in order to af{certain the-

Barbarities and Murders which may have been committed upon Negroes, and —

" recommending them to ftigmatize all Aétions of Individuals that have been marked

with Cruelty and Barbarity, with Refolutions of the fevereft Reprobation ; and alfo

to pafs Laws, which, following up the Syftem already adopted in Jamaica and other.

Iflands, fhall produce Regulations favourable to the Well-being and Protection of

the Negroes, tending to refcue them from the Danger of improper Ufage by

their Mafters, and conftituting the maiming and murder of a Negro by any ‘Perfon

whatever to be a capital Felony.

His Majefty learns, with Satisfaction, that His Council of the Ifland of Barba-

does, are not likely to fhrink from their Duty upon this Subject, but zealous to

perform what Juftice and [umanity dictate.

HisMajetty cannot harbour aDoubt, but a fimilar Difpofition will actuate the

Houfe of Affembly. His Majefty confidently trufts, they will not be outdone in

the Difcharge of that Duty to which they are efpecially. appointed, for thePrefer-.

49 vation
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vation of the Security, and infuring the Comforts and Happinef of the Perfons

committed to their Protection; nor will His. Majefty allow himfelf to believe, that

when they thall have reviewed the Inadequacy of the Laws to reprefs the Evils

complained of, and the difgraceful Barbarity which Impunity encourages, they

will ftamp’ fuch Enormities with the Authority of their Approbation, and to

fufal on their Part to difcharge the Duty of their Truft mutt evidently

46

amount. ~

J have the honour to be, &c.

CAMDEN.


