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SCHEDULE

A.
CIRCULARS.

'N-‘ I Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of Portland to the ' Governors of the Hands

. of Jamaica, St. Vincent, Dominica, Ba;badbcs, Leeward Iflands, and- Grenada,

_ _ Dated 6ch May 1797 -
~ Ne 2. Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of Portlind to the Governors of His Majefty’s -

Ilands and Colonies in the Weft Indies . = . . Dated 23d Aprdd 1748,
(Two lncloj'ures.)

.Ne° 3. Copy of aCircular Letter from the Duke of Portland to the "‘Goveraors of the Iflands of
Barbadoes and St. Vincent's - o« . .. Dated 22d March 1999,

N° 4. Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of Portlaid to the Governors of His Majefty’s
' Colonies in the Weft Indies -~ o .  _ -  Dated 12th July'1799.

B.

———

BAHAMAS.

N° 1. Cepy of an A&, intituledy « An Adto confolidate and bring into ene A& the feveral
“ Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Prote@ion and Security ; for
“ altering the Mode of Trial of Slaves charged with capital Gffences ; for fufpendin
€ the feveral A&@s and Claufes of Adls thetein mentionsd; 2nd for other Purpofcs,”
Dated 11th May 1797.

Nea2, C f a Letter f G e Dowdefwell to the- Duke of
2 Opy or a ctier from overnor owdelwe (o} el)o;ld:ng, } Datcd 9th Decembcr.

Ne° 3. Return of Slaves, &c. in the Ifiand of New Providence - Dated 2d April 1801,

C.

e o

BARBADOES.

N® 1. Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to the Duke of 3
194 nor Ricke Portland, } Dated 5¢th July 1797,

Ne2. Copy of DefromD°toD° - o . . . - Dated 318t May 1798
N° 3. Copy of Defrom D° to De = =~ = = = = Dated 6th May 179g.
N°4 Exta@ofD*fromDetoD* . . . . _ _ Dated 28th May 17,
('F'wo Inclofures.)
N° 5. Extra& of D¢ from tlie Duke of Portland to Governor Ricketts - Dated 8th Auguft 1794,
-N° 6. Copy of De from Governor Ricketts to the Duke of. Portland - Dated 1ft September 179g.
N°7. Extra@ of D* from Lord Seaforth toLord Hobart - - Dated 18th March 1802,
{ Two Inclofures,)
Ne 8 Extra& of a Letter from Lord Hobart to Lord Seaforth - Dated 6th September 1202,
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S CHE D U L E—continsed.

s
D.
BERMUDA.
N 1. Extr‘a& of a Letter from Governor Beckwith ::;_ El!";rzl)a:‘z} D;_‘te d 24th December 1799.
Ne 2. Extrad of -a D° from D°to D° - - - - - Dated 22d March 1800,

{One Inclofure.)

E.
DOMINICA.

" Ne 1, Copy of a Lettér from Prefident Matfon to the Duke of Poriland, Dated 1oth July 1797.

Ne 2. Extra@ from the Minutes of the Houfe of Affembly at Dominica, Dat_ed 1gth July'1797.
Ne 3. Copy of a Letter from Governor Johnftone to the Duke of Portland, Dated 5th June 1798,

N° 4. Extra& of D° from the Duke of Portland to ]Go'?:ﬁz:f} Dated 18th O&ober 1708.
4 ]

Ne 5. Copy of T* from D to the Governor - - - Dated 21ft March 1799.

N 6, Copyof a Letter from Prefident Maton to the Duke of Portland, Dated 16th June 179g.
' (Three lnclofures.)

No 7, Copyof D° from D°toD* - - - - < - Dated 22d June 1799.
{ Three Inclofures. )
Ne 8, Copy of D° from D°toD* « - - -~ <« - Dated 20th July 1799.

(Four Inclofures.).
Neg. Extra& of D¢ from the Duke of Portland to Prefident Matfon, - Dated 26th Auguft 1799.

Ne 10. Extra&t from the Minutes cf the Houfe of Affembly of Dominica from the 6th Sep-
tember 1799 to the 8th O&ober following.

Ne 11. Extra& from the Minutes of His Majefty’s Council of Dominica from the 10th Septem-
ber 1799 to the r1th Ottober following,

o . ter from Prefident Matfon to the Duke of
N° 12. Copy of a Letter from Prefident Matfon to ePOl'l:].E:ld, }Dated 3d December 179g.

{One Inclofure.)

Ne 13. Copy of De from D’ to D® - = = = = Dated 5th January 1800.
( Thirteen Inclofures. )

F.
GRENADA.

Ne 1. Extra of a Letter from Governor Green to the Duke of Portland, Dated 13th July 1797.

N 2. Extra& of D° from D* to D° - - - = - Datedioth Aug 1797
' ' {Theee Incloiures.)

N- 3. Extra& of D° from the Duke of Portland to Governor Green,  Dated 53th Sept. 17g7.
Ney4. Copyof D°fromPtoDe - - . . . . Dated3d Otober 1797.

N° 5. Extra&t of D° from Governor Green to the Duke of Portland,  Dated 26th Feb. 1793,
) (One Inclofure. )

Ne 6. Copy of D°fromD°toD® - - - . <« .  Dated 10th June 1748.
Ne 7. Extra& of D¢ from the Duke of Portland to Governor Green, Dated 17th July 1748,
N- 8.



SCHED UL E—continuzd,

GRENADA—continued,

>N° 8. Extra& of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to Governor Green, Dated 12th Aug. 1798,

Ne g. Extra& of D° from Governor Green to the Duke of Portland, Dated 3d Sept. 178,
N© 16, Extrad of D° from De to D = = = = = Dated 5th Nov., 1798.
Ne 11, Copy of D¢ from D* to Do = = = = - Dated 7th Sept. 17g9.
N° 52, Extra& of D° from D° to D° - - Dated 6th O&. 1794,

(The Inclofure referred to in this Letter does not appear with the Correfpondence. )
Ne 13. Extra&of a Letter from the Duke of Poriland to Governor Green, Dated 22d Nov. 1,799.
Ne 14. Extra@ of D° from Governor Green, to the Duke of Portland, Dated 211 Jan. 1800.

G.
JAMAICA.

- No 1. Coby cf a Letter from Simon Taylor, Henry Shirley, George Murray, and Lewis
Cuthbert, Efqrs. to the Earl of Balcarres, - - - Dated 12th Dec, 1797.

Ne 2. Copy of D° from the Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland, Dated 14th Dec. 1797.
‘ (Three Inclofures.)

Ne 3. Extra& of D° from the Duke of Portland te the Earl of Balcarres, Dated 10th May 1748,
Ne g, Copyof D°fromD°toD* - . . . - .  Duda sth May 1768,
Ne 5 Copyof D°fromD°toD® - - - _ . . .  Daedroth Aug. 1799.
N° 6. Copy of D* from the Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland, Dated sth Jan. 1800.
('Two Inclofures.)

N° 7. Extra® of D* from D° to D° - = - - - Dated 22d March 1800,
(Nineteen Inclofures. )

N 8. Copy of D° from D°to D* - - - - - - Dated 23d March 3800;
o (One lrclafure. )

LEEWARD ISLANDS.

o . ; h ke of
Ne 1. Extra& of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon to t cPJ;:lale) d:) }Dated 1gth July 1797

Ne 2, E-x‘tra& of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of
: "~ Portland,

}Dated 14th O&. 1797.
(Three Inclofures.)
Ne 3. Extra& of De from the Duke of Portland to Prefident Themfon,  Dated 1ft Jan. 1798,

N° 4. Extralt of De from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke-of Porsland, Dated 1gth Feb. 1798,
(One Inclofure.)

Ne 5. Extra& of D° from De to Dr - =~ = =« Dated 15th March 17¢8.

("T'hree Inclofures. )
Ne 6. Extra& of D° from D° to D° - e e - A Dated 17th April 1798.
Ne 7. Extra&t of D° frem the Duke of Portlzand to Prefident Thomfon,  Dated 2d May 17¢8.

N° 8. Extral of D¢ from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland, Dated 4th May 178.
( Three Inclofures.)

Ne g. Extra& of D° from D¢ to D° “= = = = = Dated 19th May 1798
N° 10. Extract of De from the Duke of Portland to Prefident Thomfon, Dated 26th May 17¢8.
Ne g1, Extrad of D° from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland, Dated z2d Junc 1768,

Ne 12.
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SCHEDULE—cntinud,

LEEWARD ISLANDS—continued,

Ne 12, Extra& of a Letter from D° to D° - = = = Dated 28th June 17g8,
Ne 13. Extract of D° from D° to D° = = =« = = " Dated 20th July 17¢8.

© 14, Es * from the Duke of Pordand to Mr. Prefident
Ne 14. Extra& of D* from the Duke of Portland to th:;:;;tZ?;,} Dated 16th Aug. 17¢8.

N° 15. Copy of De from John King, Efg. to D° - = = Dated 7th March 179qg.

o 16, E 4 Letter fi the Duke of Portland to Prefident
Ne© 16, Extra@® of a Letter from the Duke Thom{zn,} Dated 1t Msy 17gg.

Ne 17. Extra& of 2 D from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland, Dated 26th O&. 1799.

Ne 18. Extra& of D¢ from D° to D° - - - - - Dated 22d March 1800.
(Six Inclofures.)

N¢ 1g9. Copy of D* from D° to D* - = « =« =« Dated 26th March 1800.
' (Twenty Inclofures.)

1.

St. VINCENT.
N 1. Copy of u Letter from Governor Seton to the Duke
of Pordand,

Ne 2, Copyof DfromD°toD* "= - . - =« < Dated 12th July 1797.
(One lnclofure.)

Ne 3. Extra& from the 5t. Vincent Legiflative Council Minutes - Dated  July 1797,

} Dated St. Vincent, 6tk July 1797

Ne° 4. Extra& of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to‘Governor Seton, Dated 2d O&. 1797,
Ne 5. Copy of D from Governor Bentinck to the Duke of Portland, Dated 8th June 1798,
N° 6. Extra&t of D* from the Duke of Portland to Governor Bentinck, Dated 14th Aug. 1798
Ne 7. Extra& of D* from D° to De - = = = - Dated22d March 1799.
Ne 8, Extra& of D' from Prefident Ottley to the Duke of Portland, Dated 6th June 1799.
Ne¢ g. Bxtrad of D* from the Duke cf Portland to Prefident Ottley, ~ Dated 10th Aug. 1799.
Ne 10. Extra& of D® from Prefident Ottley to the Duke of Portland, Dated 20th March 1800,
Ne 11. Extra of D° from D to D* = - = =« Dated 1ft May 1800,

N° 12, Extra& of D* from the Duke of Portland to Prefident Ottley, Dated 12th July 1800.
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[ 3]

A.

CIRCULARS.

(Copy.) No. 1.—~Copy of a Circular Letter from his Grace the
— Duke of Portland to the Governers of the und:rinen-
‘Circular, tioned Weft India Iflands ; viz.

ona—

Jamaica,

St. Vincent,
Dominica,

. Barbadoes,
Leeward Iflands,
Grenada,

Whicehall, 6th May 1797,
My Lord, or Sir,

I HAVE received His Majefty’s Commands to tranfimit to your Lordfhip the

enclofed Refolution® of the Houfe of Commons ofthe 6th of April laft, refpe&ting
‘the Negroes in His Majefly’s Plantations in the Weft Incies ; and to fignify to you
His Royal pleafure, that you fhould take the earlicft Opportunity of communicating
it to the Council and Affembly of the ifland of to whofe particular
attention and confideration you will recommend the formation of fuch a fyftem of
meafures as may appear to them beft fuited to the attainment of the feveral important
objects which are fpecified in the Refolution. Your Lordthip will pot fail to tranf-
mit to mie, from time to time, accounts of the proceedings of the Legiflature of your
Ifland, in confequence of this communication; and I defire you will take care, in your
firlt Difpatches, to inform me whether any meafures have been already taken by the
Legiflature of the Ifland, which may tend to promote the purpofes expreffed by the
Refoluticn of the Houfe of Commons ; and you will alfo be attentive, at all times, to
avail yourfelf of every opportunity of cultivating and improving the difpofition you
obferve in the Planters and Inkabitants to promote the humane and benevolent
views which the Legiflature of this Kingdom: has fo eminently manifefied in the
Refolution which is herewith tranfmitted to you,

I am, &c.
Portland,

119,
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A. 4 SLAVE TRADE—~WEST INDIES.
Circular : '
(Copy.) N° 2.—Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of
Letters. P Portland to the Governors of His Majefty’s lflands
Circular, and Colcnies in the Weft Indies. -
Secret. (Two Inclofures.)

Whitehall, 23d April 1798.
My Lord, or Sir,

F RO M the manner in which the Legiflature of received the
Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th April 1797, relative to the
Negroes in His Majefty’s Plantations in the Weft Indies, I have® the fulleft con-
fidence, that both the Council and Affembly will have entered upon and profecuted

" the fubjeét with that affiduity and attention which its importance requires. The

knowledge and information of the individuals who compofe the Legiflature pecu-
liarly qualify them to inveftigate the fubject; and to afcertain the beft means to be
purfued for obtaining the objec propofed by the Refolution; an obje¢t which em-
braces the great and permanent Interefts of the Ifland, and the fecuring them againft
all poflible contingencies. A confideration of fuch moment will of courfe diret and
lead the wifdom of the Legiflature, as a body, to make a minute inveftigation into
the caufes which at prefent retard the population of Negroes in the Welt Indies,
and to the adoption of thofe means which are moft likely to countera&t and prevent
thofe effeé@s in future : under this conviction, when I firft called the attention of the
Legiflature to the Refolution in queftion, Irefrained from accompanying it with any
fuggeftions of my own. But, as there are fome points which appear tome to have
a tendency very materially to promote the ends propofed, I will tranfmit them here-
with for your ferious confideration, and in order that you may cornmunicate them to
fuch of the principal Members of both branches of the Legiflature as poffefs your
confidence ; and who, from their acquaintance with the temper and difpofition of
their Colleagues, and refident Proprietors of the Ifland, may be beft enabled to advife
and co-operate with you in regard to the meafures which it may be judged expedicnt
to bring forward, with a view to their being carried into effet, I am willing to be-
lieve, that the wifdom and energy of the Legiflature may have already led them to
the confideration of fome of the propofitions I have fuggefted, as well as to others
of a fuperior efficacy; but I notwithftanding hold it to be my duty, in the courfe
of the proceeding, to lay before you whatever appears to me effentially to promote
the wife and benevolent intentions which di¢tated the Refolution of the Houfe of
Commons, confiding in your judgment and difcretion as to the time and mode of
bringing them forward, and to your perfonal exertions, and thofe of your friends, in

" difpofing the Affembly to give them a favourable reception; which I am perfuaded

they cannot fail to meet with, when they come to be duly confidered, and are fcund
to have no other fource than the making a folid and certain provifion for the regular
cultivation of the Ifland.

I am, &ec.
Portland.

* The Letters to Jamaica, Barbadoes, and
Dominica, commenced as follows: ¢« Al-
though I have not yet received from your
Lordfhip any account of the proceeding of
the Legiflacure of in confequence
of the Relolution of the Houfe of Commons
of the 6th April 1797, relative to the Ne-
groes in His Majefty’s Plantarions in the
Wefl Indies, I have neverthelef, &c.”

(1.)=In



CIRCULAR LETTERS: 5 A,
| Circolar
Letters,
(1.} =In Circular from the Duke-of Portland to-the Gover~ I ME"“‘&
w Nz,

* nors:in the Weft-Indies, 23d April 1798.
Whitéhali, 23d April 17¢8.

‘1. Tn-order ‘to cbtain. the fulleRt information with ‘réfpeét to-the prefent fituation
of the Negroes, and, at the fame time, to decide with propriety and effeft on'the
future meafures to be taken, it will be effential to review and report the proceedings

of the Legiflature of the Iflandof ' -on this fubje@, during the Jaft ten-

years ; toftate the caufes which are fuppofed to.have retarded the Increafe of the Slaves;
the meafures that have been taken; and thofe that, in the opinion of the Council
and Aflembly refpeétively, .may be taken, with a profpet of fuccefs, for the purpole
of obviating thofe caufes.

2. What has been, during the laft ten years, the annual importation of Negroes
into the Ifland ? . ‘How many of them have been re-exported (to which lift ought
to be added :the number tranfported off ‘the Ifland under judicial fentences, the
pumber executed for crimes, and the number of thofe: who have been ftolen,
pirated, or kidnapped): what has be¢n, on a comparifon of Births and Deaths, the an-
nual difference between them? . What proportion of the numbers imported has been.
wanted for the fupply of the Eftates a&ually fettled, and what for the annual increafe
of cultivation, as far as the fame can be alcertained ?

3. As the diffolute manners of the Negroes have been given in evidence as a prin-
cipal caufe of their deficient population, it would be efintial to, afcertain. whether
the ‘Legiflature of the Mland cannot hold out feme encouragement to Marriage,
which may tend to countera@ that difpofition which leads: the young Women to.
proftitution;;. fuch as, direting that the firft eftablithment.of married Negroes, to 2
certain extent to be fpecified, fhall be made ac the expence of the Mafter, and

beftowing fome marks of diftinction or favour, fuch as a difference of. drefs, or

fome pecuniary annual rewards on fuch Parents .as fhall have reared a Child; thofe
rewards to increafe with the number of children: and whether it may.nat be advan-
tageous to hold out rewards and encouragement to fuch Individuals as' fhall have
‘been particularly fuccefsful in bringing Children into the world, and ia treating and
dire€ing the treatment of them for the firlt fortnight after their birth: Should nor
pregnant Women be exempted from field labour, during a certain period,<fay thé

 Jaft fix weeks or two months of their pregnancy, and from all labeur-excepr taking _

-care of their Children, for the fame time after delivery 2

"T'o multiply and rear the human Species, there muft be a Marriage, or fomething
to that effet; a contract of this kind is aGtually neceffary: At the time of delivery,
the Mother can-only take care of the Child, and requires the affitance of the Fathep
to take care of herfelf,

4. Whether it would not be for the intereft of the Planter, as much as for that
of the Negroes, that the Mother of five or fix Children fhould be exempted from
all labour whatever; excepting that of attending to her family ; and whether fome
Legiflative provifion could not be made, whereby the affeffinent of certain taxes now
paid might be proportionably increafed, where they fall on unmarried Negroes only ?
fuch a provifion would hold out a fiill further encouragement to Proprictors of
Eftates to promote the encreafe of their Negroes by marriage: and whether fuch
provifion may not ‘be ftill further extenced, by exempting all Negroes Children from
any taxes they are at prefent liable to, until they are of age to labour, and, by pro-
greflively encreafing the amount of fuch taxes in proportion to.the encreafing dif~
ference ‘between the number of Negroes and the number of Children on any
«eftate ? :

irg. Whethier
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A.

Circular

Letters, -

Inclofure
in N° 2.

% SLAVE TRADE~WEST INDIES.

¢. Whether, in confequence of the A& pafied laft Seffion,. whereby the Taws are

repealed which made Negroes -chattels for the payment of debts, the Legiflature

would be difpofed to fecure the Negroes-on a plantation from 'being liable t6 be
feized for any future debt of their Mafters contratted after pafling a Law for that
purpofe, -and to fubftitute, in favour of the 'Creditor, fome ather fecurity, equally
fummary and eflicacious; would not fuch a Law, its effeét being merely prefpettive,
‘be beneficial to the Creditor, the Debtor, and the Negro? and whether alfo, if the
Legiflature was by its authority unalienably to attach the plantation Negroes to the
foil, thereby putting them as nearly as poffible in a ftate of villenage, or as (adfcrips
Glebe) a fpecies of tenure which ftill exifts in many parts of Europe, fo that it
might not be lawful to remove them, except by their own confent, fucli a meafure
would not tend effentially to the happinefs and welfare of .the Negro ?

‘6. As the inftrution -of Negroes is of the utmoft cconfequence, it would be
important to know whether the Legiflature of the Ifland has in view any particular
mmodes of effeting this purpofe, and what fpecies and degree of encouragement it
‘would be difpofed to hold cut to fuch Miflionaries as might be found properly qua-
lified for that purpofe, and who would undertake that duty, either by enaéting that
fuch Miffionaries fhould procure, in favour of the eftate where they are employed,
certain privileges, immunities, and advantages, or in what other manner their fervices
thould be rewarded by the Ifland 2 This would lead to the general eftablithment of
the Chriftian Religion amongft the Negroes, and would eftablith marriages; it would
reftrain promifcuous intercourfe ; and imprefs their minds in a fimple, yet forcible
manner, with the great truths:of morality,

7. As the idftruction of Negroes is a principal meafure towards the attainment of
the great obje& propofed in thefe fuggeltions, and as the docility of young Negroes
will render it:much more eafy to inftruc them than thofe more” advanced in years,
-would.it not be of great advantage to the Ifland, to lay fuch a tax on- the importa~
tion-of all Negroes above 20 or 2§ years of age, as would not fail to operate as a
premium onthe importation of thofe under that age? (fuch an A& has juft been
pafled in Jamaica) or, if it was thought proper, a premium might be granted on
the importation-of Negroes under the above-mentioned age, at the fame time a tax
was laid on the importation of fuch as exceeded it.

. 8. Whether it would not be important that the Veftry Courts fhould be eftablifhed
for the protection of Slaves, by an A& of the Legiflature, fimilar to that which hag
been paffed .in the ifland of Grenada, whereby perfons of charalter and property
in the feveral parifhes are appointed as Infpetors or Vifitors to fuperintend and
enforce all the regulations enadled in favour of the Negroes 2



CIRCULAR LETTERS 7 A

(2)  In Letter from ‘the Duke of Pordand to the
:Licutenant Governor of Jamaica, 2 3d Apriki1798,

Whitehall, 23d April. 17¢8.

. T~ order ‘to obtain the fulleR Information with refpedt to the prefent fituation
of the Negroes, and, at the fame time, to decide with propriety and effe® on the
future meafures to be taken, it will be effential to review and report the proceedings
of the Legillature of the ifland of Jamaica on this fubje, during the laft ten years;
to ftate the caufes which are fuppofed to have retarded the increafe of the Slaves; the
meafures that have been taken; and thofe that, in the opinion of the Council and
Aflembly refpectively, may be taken, with a profpect of fuccefs, for the purpofe of
obviating thofe caufes. : '

2. What has.been the annual importation of Negroes into the Ifland in the courfe
of the laft ten Years ? How many of them have been re-exported ? to which Lift ought
to be added (if it can be done) the number tranfported off the Ifland -under judicial
{entences ; the .number executed for crimes'; and the number of thofe who have
‘been ftolen, pirated, or kidnappsd: What has been, on a comparifon of Births and
Deaths, the annuval difference between them ? Can it be afcertained what proportion
of the numbers imported has been wanted for the fupply of the Eftates actually
{ettled, and what for the annual increafe of cultivation ?

3. As the diffolute manners of the Negroes have been given in'evidence as a
‘principal caufe-of  their deficient population, it would be effential to afcertain whether
the Legiflature of Jamaica cannot hold out fome encouragement to Marriage, which
may tend to counteract that difpofition which leads the young Wonten to-proftitution;
{uch as, direfting that the firft eftablifhment of married Negroes, ta a <certain extent
1o be fpecified, fhall be made at the efpence of the Maiter, and beftowing fome
marks of diftin@ion or favour, fuch as difference of drels, and fome pecuniary annuai
rewards on fuch Parents as thall have reared a Child; thofe rewards to increafe with
the number of .Children: and whether it may not be advantageous to hold. out
rewards and encouragement to fuch Midwives as fhall have been particularly fuccefs-
ful in bringing Children into the world, and in treating and direting the treatment
of them for the firft fortnight after their birth: Should not pregnant Women be
exempted from field labour during a certain period, fay the laft fix weeks or two
months of their pregnancy, and from all labour, except taking care of their Children,
for the fame time after delivery 2 To multiply and rear the human Species there muft
be a Marriage, or fomething to .that effet; a contrat of this kind is actually
-neceffary. At the time of delivery, the Mother can only take care of the Child, and
requires the aid and aflitance of the Father to take care of herfelf.

4. Whether it would not be for the intereft of the Planters, as much as for that of
the Negroes, that the Mother of five or fix Children, in licu of the modified” exemp-
tions mentioned in the 36th claufe of the Confolidared A&, fhall be fpecifically exempted
from all lahour wharever, excepting that of attending to her Family ; and whether,
by fome alteration in the affefimenc of the poll and deficiency taxes, fo as to throw
‘their principal burthen on the unmarried Negroes only, . the Proprictors of Eftates
would not be ftill further encouraged to promote the increafe of their Negroes by
Marriage ? and whether this, for inftance, might not be effe@ed by exempting all
Children, till they are of age to labour, from the poll or deficiency tax, and fubjecting
married Negroes to alefs proportion than uamarried, and by progreflively increafing
the amount of thofe taxes in proportion to the difference between the number of Ne-
groes and the number of Children on any Eftate.

§- As it has been objefled that the Veftry Courts appointed as Courts of Prote&ion
under the Confolidated A¢ét, are deficient in altivity, it would be important to know,
avhether the Legiflature of Jamaica would have any objeion to add to that A& a

119, ' Claufe,

Circoler
Letters,

Taclofure
inNew,

77




78

A 8 SLAVE TRADE—~WEST INDTES. |
Circular  Claufe, appointing Perfons of character and property in the feveral parifhes as Tnipee-
Lewers. 4115 or Vifitors, whofe duty it might be to fuperintend and enforce all the Regulations
Inclofure  endéted in favour-of the Negrees? .
in Nz,

6. As the 6th Article of the Confolidated Aét direts, that 21l Mafters, . &c. fhall, as
much as.in.them lies, pay their attendance to the Inftrution of their ‘Slaves, -&c. it
would be important to know, whether the Legiflature of Jamaica, in enalling that
Claufe, had.in view any:particolar .modes of effeting this purpofe, -and what {pecies:
or degree of .encouragement they would.be difpofed to hold out to fuch Miffionaries
as might :be found properly qualified, and. would undertake that duty, either by
enadting that fuch Miflionaries fhould fave.to each Eftate ‘0n which they fhould.be
employed. .a certain number of deficiencies or-otherwife. This would Jead to the
general eftablithment -of the .Chriftian Religion .amongft the Negroes; it would
eftablith marriages.; .it would reftrain promifcuous iniercourfe; and imprefs their
minds in a ‘fimple, .yet forcible manner, with the great truth of morality.

7 What would *be-the effect with regard to the Negroes, of the repeal of what
are called the Gredit Laws ? If a law were fo framed as -to-give the Creditor a fum-

-mary remedy-for the recovery -of -his debt by a .fequeftration under the authority of .

the Grand Court of Jamaica, would not fuch'a Law, fuppofing its effe merely
profpective, and to apply to debts contractzd .after the pafling thereof, be beneficial to
the Debtor, the -Creditor, and the Negro? Would the Legiflature of Jamaica be
difpofed.to adopt fome fuch Law, now that the obflacles toitarifing from Britith A&s
of Parliament are removed, in confequence of the A& paffed lait Scffion, whereby
the Laws are repealed which made Negroes chattels for the payment of debts; and
whether alfo, if -theLegiflature was by .its authority unalienably to attach the
Plantation Negroes to the foil, ther¢by putting them as nearly as poffible in a ftate
of villenage or (adfiripti Glebe) a fpeices of tenure fill exifting In many parts of
Europe, fo that it might not be lawful to remove them except by their own confen,
fuch a meafure would not tend effentially to the happinefs and welfare of the
Negroes:? '



CIRCULAR LETTERS. 9 A

(Copy.) No. 3.—Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of
- Portland to the Governors of the Iflands of Barbadoes
Circular. and Saint Vincent,

' Whitehall, 22d March 1799.
Sir,

MY former correfpendence with you upon the fate and condition of the Negroes,
will fufficiently enable you to judge of the fatisfa&ion it gave me 1o lay before the
Houfe of Commons the A&s which have been pafled by the refpecive Legiflatures
of the T.eeward Ilands and Grenada, to promote the natural encreafe of that defcrip-
tion of perfons, and generally to improve and meliorate their condition in thofe
Iflands ; alfo, the meafures which have been propofed for the fame falutary purpofes
by the joint committee of the Council and Houfe of Affembly of Tobago, and the
provifions of an A¢ pafled in the ifland of Jamaica, for limiting the importation of
Negroes into that Ifland to fuch as are of the age of twenty-five years or under,
and for fecuring to them the advantages of moral and religious inftru&ions.

Thefe proceedings muft be particularly acceptable to the Houfe of Commons,
from their conformity to the Refolution of that Houfz of the 6th of April 1797 5 and
from . their having been evidently taken by the feveral Colonial Legiflatures for the
exprefs purpofe of carrying into effect the humane and benevolent objeéts pointed
out by that Refolution. '

The confideration of thefe proceedings, in addition to the fuggeftions I tranfmit-
ted to you in my Letter of the 23d of April laft, will, 1 am perfuaded, induce the

Legiflature of ¢ yie— to adopt meafures of a fimilar nature, together with the
introdu&ion of fuch provifions and amendments as may be motft likely to accelerate
and fecure the advantages which muft neceflarily refult from the attainment of the
objects which were in the contemplation of the tHoufe of Commons, when the Refo-
lution of the 6th of April 1797 was voted ; and which Refolution appears to have had
fo beneficial and falutary an influence on the determination of the Legiflatures of
thofe Iflands whofe conduét I have ftated to you..

The Colonial A&s, and other documents referred to in this Letter, you will receive

by this conveyance, enclofed under a feparate cover.
T have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) Portland.

[The Ads referred to are with the Correfpondence
of the refpective Iflands.]

119,

Circular
Letters.




80

A.

I

Circelar
Letters.

10 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

(Copy.) ° 4.—Copy of Circular Letter from the Duke of
—_— Purtland to the Governors of His Majefty’s Colonies

Circular. in the Weft Indies, 12th July 1799,

Whitehall, 12th July 1799.

My Lord, or 3ir,
ENCIL.C3ED I tranfmit to you, by the King’s command, the Copy

cof an humble Addre’s of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty on the 11th
inttant, requeiting that His Majefty would be gracioufly plealed to give ditetions

to the Governors of His Majefty’s 1flands and Plantations in the Weft Indics to
tranfadr an account, {pecifying, asfaras the fome can be made up, the total num-
ber of Negroes now in fuch Iflands and Plantations refpeétively, and the total
numocr of Births and Deaths on an average of the laft three years ; diftinguifhing
what propoition of thofe that died were born within fuch Ifland or Piantation, or
had been imported more than three years before, and what number of thofe that
died had been imported within three years of the time of their deaths, together
with the docuarents on which fuch accounts fhall be founded ; and I am to figniiy to
your Lordfhip His Majelty’s fpecial commands, that you do, with all poffible dif~
patch, caufe to be prepared in and for the Ifland under your Governinent, fuch an

account as above fpecified, in conformity to the terms of the faid Addrefs; and that

you do tranfmit the fame to me, without lofs of time, in order that it may be laid
defore the Houfe at the opening of the next Seffion.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed)  Portland,



CIRCULAR. : 1 A.

ADDRESS OF THE HOUSE O COMMONS.

Jovisy, 6° die Sprilis 1797.
RESOLVED,

“ THAT an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majelty, requefting
“ that His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give Dire&ions to the Governors
“ of His Majefty’s Plantations in the WeRt Indies, to recommend to the refpec+
“ tive Councils and Affemblies of the faid Plantations to adopt fuch Meafures
as fhall appear to them beft calculated to obviate the Caufes which have
hitherto impeded the natural Increafe of the Negroes already in the Iflands,
 gradually to diminith the neceffity of the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead
€ to its complete termination ; and particularly, with a view to the fame effedt,
“ to employ fuch means as may conduce to the Moral and Religious Improve-
¢ ment of the Negroes, and fecure to them throughout all the Britith Weft India
“¢ Iflands, the certain, immediate, and aive protection of the Law; and, ac
“ the fame time, affuring His Majefty, that this Houfe will concur in fuch

“¢ Meafures as thall appear requifite to be taken by this Houfe for the attainment
“¢ of the fame obje&.”
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No. 1. Copy of the Confolidating A& relating to Slaves, and giving them further Protec-
tionand Security, &c.; dated 11th May 1797 = =~  Ppp-3tois. B.

No. 2. Copy of a Letter from Governor Dowdefwell to the Duke of Portland ; dated gth
- - =« p16. B

December = . - -

No. 3. Return of Slaves, &c. in the Ifland of New Providence ; dated 2d April
1or- - - - .- - e« + - < < pazB



[ 3]

"BAHAMA ISLANDS.

(Copy.) - An A& to confolidate and bring into one A&, the feveral
‘ Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further
Prote&tion and Security ; for altering the Mode of Trial
of Slaves charged with capital Offences ; for fulpending
the feveral A&s and claufes of A&s therein mentioned ;

and for other Purpofes.

WHEREAS itis expedient that the Laws which have been enadted for the
§pyernmcn.t of Slaves thould be confolidated and brought into one Aét; that fome
urther provifions fhould be made for their protettion ; and that the mode of trying
Slaves charged with capital offences fhould be altered and regulated, as nearly as
local circumftances will admit, according to the rules of the common Law; May it
 therefore pleafe your Majelty, that it may bz enaéted, and be it enaded by his
honour John Forbes, efquire, your Majefty’s Lieutenant-Governor 2nd Commander
in Chief, the Council and Affembly of your Bahama Iflands, and ic is kereby
enated and ordained by the authority of the fame, that from and after the pafling of
this A&, all and every the hereinafier mentioned Laws and claufes, and parts of
Laws, fo far forth as the fame do relate to Negro or other Slaves, be and the fame are
hereby fufpended for and during the continuance of this A&; any thing in the faid
Laws and claufes of Laws, or in any other Law to the contrary notwithftanding ; that
is to fay, an A&, paffed in the feventh year of your Majefty’s reign, intituled, “An-
A& Yor governing of Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians;” alfo one other Act, pafied
in the eighth year of your Majefty’s reign, intituled, « An A& for fufpending 2
claufe in an A&, inticuled, “ An A& for governing of Negroes, Mulattoes, and
Indians, and for amending the faid Aé& ;" alfo one other A&, pafled in the twentieth
year of your Majeity’s reign, intituled, “ An A for fufpending parts of certain
Claufes and amending other Claufes in an A&, intituled, An A& for governing
Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians;” alfo one other A&, paffed in the year latt afore-
faid, intituled, % An A& for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, and Indians,
and for fufpending feveral A&s therein mentioned ;" alfo one other A&, paffed ii: the
fame year laft aforefaid, intituled, “ An A& to amend a Claufe in an A& pafied inthe
feventh year of His prefent Majelty’s reign, intituled, An A for governing Negroes,
Mulattoes, and Indians.” ,

2. And-whereas it is due to good policy as well as to humanity and juftice, that
the condition of Slaves fhould be rendered as comfortable as poflible, by fupplying
them with good, wholeforrie, and fufficient provifions, with proper cloathing and
other neceffuries, and it is expedient that the fame fhould be regulated by Law ; be
it enafted, That the Mafter, Owner, or Poffeflor of every plantation, pen, or
other lands- whatfoever within thefe Hlands, (hall provide and give to every Slave
abeve the age of ten years, at and after the rate of one peck of unground Indian or
Guinea corn, ‘or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or feven quarts of rice, fifty-fix
ppounds of potatoes, cocoes, or yams per week, over and above a fufficient quantity
of land, as.and for the proper ground of every fuch Slave, and one-half of the afore-~
faid allowance to each child below the aforefaid age of ten years, And

3. As
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3.. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no Mafter, Owner,
or Puflefflor of any Slave, whether in his or her own right, or as Attorney, Guardian,
T ruftee, Executor, or otherwife, fhall difcard or turn away apy fuch Slave by reafon of
fuch Slave being rendered incapable of labour by ficknefs, age, or inirmuty, but
every Mafter, Owner, or Pofleflor, thall be and he is hereby obliged to keep every
fuch fick, infirm, difabled, or fuperannuated Slave on his eftate or premifes, and to
find and provide fuch Slave with wholefome neceffaries of life, and not to fuffer fuch
Slave to be in want thereof, or to wander about and become burthenfome to others,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence, to be recovered in a fTummary man-
ner before any two Juftices of the Peace, who are hereby authorized and required to
caufe any Mafter, Owner, or Poficflor offending in the premifes, or his, her, or their
Avrorney or Agent,and fuch other Perfons as they fhall judye neceffary to be fummoned
before them, to enable them to judge of the jufticeof any fuch charge,and to determine
whether fuch Mafter, Owner, or Poffeflfor ought to incur the aforefaid penalty; and
in the mean time and until fuch trial can be had, the faid Juftices of the Peace, on their
view, or on the information of any white perfon on oath, are herely required to take
up any fuch wandering, fick, aged, or infirm Slave, and to lodge him or her in the
nearcit workhoule or other place of fecurity, there to be clothed and fed, but not
compelled to work, at the expence of fuch Mafter, Owner, or Poffeffor, until fuch
trial aforefaid can be had ; and if it fhall appear to the faid Juftices upon fuch trial
that the party or parties complained of is or are guilty of the offence alledged, and

‘he, fhe, or they, fhall refufe to pay the faid penalty, together with the workhoufe

fees and charges of conviction, the faid Juftices are hereby authorized and required to
commit fuch offender or-offenders to the next common gaol, there to remain until
he, fhe, or they, fhall pay the fame, ‘

4. And whereas by reafon of deaths or removals of Proprictors of Slaves, of their
being manumitted without any {uitable provifion being made for their maintenance,
and from other caufes, fome unhappy objeéts, rendered unable to labour by difeafe,
old age, or other means, have become burthenfome to the inhabitants; for remedy
whereof, be it further -enatted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be
lawful for the Veftries of the {everal parifhes and iflands once in every-
year to lay a tax upon the inhabitants in the fame manner as ‘the parochial
taxes are ufually laid, for the purpofe of raifing fuch fum. as they fhall
jodge neceflary for the maintenance, cloathing, medical care, and attend-
ance, of all fuch Negro, Mulatto, or othet Slaves, or other urnhappy
obje@s; and any two Juftices of the Peace are hereby authorized and
required, upon application being made to them, to order all fuch
objeéls as aforefaid to be removed and conveyed to the workhoule of
the parith, where (if a Slave) the former Owner or Owners, Proprietor
or Proprietors lived or refided, cr (if a perfon of colour made free)
where the perion or perfons who manumitted or fet free fuch perfon
of colour refided before his or her manumiffion, there to be lodged and taken care
of ; and the Juftices of the Peace, and Veflries of the feveral iflands and parithes, are
hereby authorized and required from time to time to make luch humane regulations
for the purpofes aforefaid, as to them.fhall feem neceffary and expedient.

5. And be ‘it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every
Mafter or Owner’ fhall provide.and give to every Slave in his or her

foits of clothes every year, poffeflion, two Tuits of proper and fufficient cloathing in the courfe. of every

uader penalty of £ 50,
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year, under-the penalty of fiflty pounds for each offence.

6. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That all Mafters and
Owners, or in their abfence their Qverfeers, fhall, as much as in them lies, endeavour
to inftruct their Slaves in-the Chriftian Religion, and (hall do their endeavours to fit
them for Baptifm, and as foon as conveniently may be, fhall caufe to be baptized all
fuch Slaves as they.can make fenfible of a Deity and of the Chriftian faith.

7.-And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That any Mafter, Owner,

~or other perfon whatfoever, who fhall wilfuly mutilate any Slave, or caufe, permit,

or
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or fufferany Slave to be mutilated with his or her privity or confent, fhall-be lisble to
be indicted and profecuted in the General Court for the fame, and upon conviGion fhall
be punithed by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, and imprifonment not exceeding
twelve months for every offence, and fuch punithment is declared to he without preju~
dice to any aftion that could or might be brought by the Owner or Proprictor for reco-
very of damages for or on account of the fame; and in cafes where the Owner of any
fuch Slave fhall be guilty of any fuch offence, it thall and miay be lawful for the Court,
ifit (hall feem neceffary for the future protetion of fuch Slave, to declare him orher to be
free and difcharged from all manner of fervitude, to all intents and purpofes whatever;
and in all fuch ca’es it-"fhall and may be lawful for the Court to order the fine to bé
paid to the Veftry of the parith to which fuch Slave belonged, to the ufe of the faid
parith, the. Veftry in confideration thereof paying to fuch Slave fo made ‘free an
annuity of ten pounds during life; and in cafe’any Slave or Slaves fhall fuffer fuch
mutilation as aforcfaid, any Juftice of the Peace is hereby authorized and required, on
view of ghe fa&, to fend fuch Slave to the nearclt workhoufe, there to be kept and
carefully attended at the expence of the parith, until fuch time as theré can be &
meeting of the Jultices and Veftry of fuch Parith, which Juftices and Veftry. are
hereby created a Council of Protetticn for fuch Slaves, and are authorized and
required to make 'full enquiry refpeting the mutilation of fuch Slave; -and if to
them ic fhall apprar proper fhall caufe the Owner or Owners of fuch mutilated
Slave to-be indicted and profecuted, the expences of which profecution thall be paid
by the parith where fuch offence fhall be commirted; and in cafe the Owner or
Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be able to pay the cofts and charges of fuch
profecution, the Churchwardens and Veftry are " hereby required to comunence
a fuit or fuits againft fuch Owner or Owners, in- which they fhall recover all
cofts and charges by them laid out and expended in fuch criminal profecution
and civil action ; and the Keeper of the workhoufe to which any fuch Slave has
been committed is hereby required, upon due notice of the ‘meeting of fuch
Juftices and Veftry, to produce fuch mutilated Slave or Slaves for their infpeion,
under the penalty of twenty pounds for every negled.

8. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That it hall

B.

No Court or Juftice to

not be lawful for any Court or Juftice to pafs any fentence whereby any Pafs any fentence where-

Slave fhall be dire@ted to be mutilated or maimed for any offence
whatever. '

9- And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon fhall
wilfully and with malice aforethought, kill, or caufe to be killed any Negro or other
Slave, every fuch Perfon fhall be adjudged guilty "of felony and murder, and fhall
fuffer death without benefit of Clergy ; provided always, that no fuch conviction fhall
extend to the corruption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods
or chattels ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftarding.

1cth. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon
fthail wantonly-or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruife, wound, imprifon, or keep
in confinement, without fufficient fupport, any Slave or Slaves, he, fhe, or they
fhall be fuhjest to be indited for the fame in the General Courr, and fhall fufer
fuch punithment by fine or imprifonment, or bath, as the Court fhall think proper
to infict; and fuch punithment is declared to be withour prejudice to any ccion that
may be brought for recovery of damages, in cafe fuch Slave fhall not be the pro-
perty of the offender,

11. Andin order to reftrain arbitrary punifhments, be it further enatted by the
authori'y aforefaid, That no Slave fhall on any account receive more than twenty lathes
at any one time, or for any one offence, unlefs the Owner or Emplayer of fuch Slave
or Supervifor of the workhoufe or Keeper of the gaol fhall be prefent; and that no
fuch Owner, Employer, or Supervifor, or Goal-keeper, fhall on any account’ punith
a Slave with more than 39 lafhes at oge time, and for one fogxxc?, nor 1qﬂ?& or
fufier to be infliCted any fecond punifhment on the fame day, nor until the dqu;;::ltl
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fhall have recovered from the effe@s of any former punithment, under the penalty of
ten pounds for every offence,

‘Owners of v2. And whereas it is cuftomary for Owners to commit their Slaves to the
Slaves com-  ¢ommon gaol for flightoffences, which are no: punifhable by this A& ; be it therefore
ok ‘h;m enacted, That in all cafes where'any Owner or Pofiefior of a Slave fhall fend him or
Prosoft Mar- her to gaol for any fuch trivial offenice, the Provoft Marfhal, or his deputy or.

fhalantho-  gaoler, fhall forthwith take and receive fuch Slave into cuftody, and him or her.

- mizedto re- Gafely keep until releafed by the Owner; and fhall receive for his trouble three

;f: e thems  fhillings, together with one thilling for every day fuch Slave fhall have remained in

gaol, provided fuch Slave fhall have been maintained by the Provoft Marfhal.

Afixing iron  13. And whereas a mifchievous pra&ice hath prevailed in fome of the Colonies;
collars with  of punithing ill-difpofed Slaves, and fuch as are apt to abfcond from their Owners,
;‘;’:ﬁ"ﬁw by fixing iron collars with projeéting bars or hooks round their necks ; be it ‘enaéted
necks of and declared, That fuch prattice is utterly unlawful, and that no perfon fhall on any
Slaves unlaw- account whatever punifh any Negro or other Slave, whether his own property or
ful. otherwife, by fixing or caufing to be fixed any ircn or other collar round the neck of
fuch Slaves, or by loading the body or limbs of fuch Slaves with chains, irons, or
weights of any kind, other thai fuch as are abfolutely neceffary for fecuring the
perfon of fuch Slave while in confinement, under the penalty of fifty pounds; and
any Juftice of the Peace is hereby empewered, authorized, and required, on informa-
tion or view of fuch offence, to order fuch collar, chains, irons, or weights, to be
immediately taken off, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every negle&
or refufal.
Chriftas,

! 14. And beit further enaGted by the authority aforefaid, That every Slave
;::,l,’f;yt:l’ within thefe 1flands fhall be allowed the ufual number of Chriftmas holidays, to wit,
Slaves, Chriftmas day, and the two following working days.

Overfeers abfenting them- 15, And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That
felves from their Vlanta- euery Qverfeer who fhall abfent himfelf from ‘the eftate under his care
tions onChriftmasholidays, . . . .
without leave of their Em- OF Management on any of the aforefaid bolidays, without leave of his
ployers, to forfeit £.5. per Employers, fhall for every fuch offence forfeir the fum of -five pounds
day. for each day.

An accountof the deaths 16, And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That on

and births of Siaves on yhe G} dag of January which will be in the year of our Lord 17g8,

each Plantation to be given . A e ye :

in apon oath tothe Churcn- and on the firft day of January in every fucceeding year, or within thirty

wardens ansually. days after the Owner, Manager, or Overfeer of every plantation or fet-
tlement within thefe Iflands, fhall give in upon oath to the Churchwardens and.
Veftry of the parifh, an account of all the births and deaths of the Slaves of fuch
plantation or fettlement, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered from the
Owner of fuch plantation or fettlement.

If the not giving in of g7, And be it further enatted by the authority aforefuid, That if the
{;‘l:gu&;“;’:;‘;ea{ha& g: ot giving in fuch account fhall be owing to the negle@ of any Overfeer
ﬁoppgdouw,*[hc'wage,of «or Manager, it fhall and may be lawful for the Owner, Proprietor, or
the Overfeer negle@tingthe  Pofleflor of fuch plantation or fettlement, to ftop and detain the penalty
fame. which he or fhe fhall be compélled to pay, together with his* or her cofts

and charges, out of the wages of fuch Manager or Overfeer,
No Slaves

13, And whereas it is abfolutely neceffary that Slaves thould be kept in due
ﬁ"i‘i'r(';;::r, . obedience to their Owners, and in proper fubordination to the White Inhabitants in
‘plantation  general, that opportunities of committing rebellious confpiracies fhould as much as
withour a  poffible be taken away, and that adequate punithments fhould be a pointed for all
ticket from  crinces committed by Slaves, be it furcher enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no
them. Slave (fuch only.excepted as are going with firewood, grafs, fruit, provifions, or fmall

ftock, and other goods which they may fawfully fell, to market, and returning therefrom)
fhall hereafter be fuffered to 2o out of his or her Mafter’s or Owner’s plantation .or

{ctdement, or 1o travel from one place to another, unlefs fuch Slave fhall have a
ticket,
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ticket from his or her Owner, Matfter, Employer, or Overfecr, exprefling particularly

the time of fuch Slaves fetting out, and where or to what place he or the is going,
and the time limited for his or her return, under a penalty not exceedine forty
-~ - -

fhillings for every offence, to be recovered from his of her Mafter, Owner, Employer,
or Oy'crﬁ_-er, unlefs r.UCh, Owrer, E,mPIO.Vﬂ'; or Overfeer, thall make oath that he or
{h_c did give to the faid Slave fuch ticket as aforefaid, or that the faid Slave went away
without lcave,

19. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid That. no Negro o
other _S]avc. thall be‘ allowed to hunt any horned cagtle, horfes: mares, mulc:s,g :{Tcs:
or o'thcr animals, with lances, guns, cutlafles, or other arms, unlefs in the company
of his Mafter, Overfeer, or fome other white perfon, or by his permiffion in writing ;
and any Negro or other Slave who fhall offend contrary to the true intent and
meaning of this A&, fhall fuffer fuch punithment by whipping as any two Juitices
of the peace fhall think proper to infli&, not exceeding fifty lafhes.

20. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That if any free
Negro, Mulatro,,on: Indian, in order to conceal any runaway Slave, or to prevent
him or her from being apprehended, fhall give any fraudulent pafs or ticket to any
fuch runaway Slave, he, fhe, or they fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be
liable to .be profecuted and tried for the fame in the General Court, and upon con-
vi€tion, fhall {uffer the lofs of freedom, tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the
Court fhall think proper to infli&@, not extending to life or limb.

21. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if any fuch
fradulent pafs or ticker fhall be given by any white perfon with intent as aforcfaid,
{uch white perfon fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable to be indicted
and tried for the fame before the General Court, and fhall fuffer fuch punithment, by
fine and imprifonment, as the Court fhall think proper to inflict. |

22. And be it further enaed by the authority aforefaid, That no

one month.

No Negro
thalt nuct cat-
tle with cug~
lafles, guns,
orother arms.

FreeNegroes
giving falfe
pafles to or
harbouring
Slaves, how
dealt with.

White per
{ons giving
fraudulent
paffes to
Slaves liable
to be profe~
cuted,

No sicket to be granted

ticket fhall be granted to any Slave for any time exceeding one calendar t©  Slave for more than

month.

23. And be it further enacted, That every perfon from whofe fervice
any Slave fhall abfcond, thall within fourteen days thereafter give notice

Slaves abfconding from
the fervice of any perfon,
notice thereof thall be giv-

thereof by public advertifement, wherein fhall be inferted the name and oo i fourteen days of

defeription of any fuch Runaway, by means whereof he or the may be the fame.
more eafily known and apprehended ; and in cafe the Owner fhall neglect

fo to do, he or the fhall not be entitled to any fatisfaion from the Treafury for
any fuch Slave executed or tranfported by virtue of this A&, for any crime what-
ever.

24. And be ic alfo enalted, That it thall not be lawful either to fell or buy any
runaway Slave ; and that any perfon buying or felling any fuch Slave while abfent,
fhall forfeit the fum of thirty pounds.

25. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That all Slaves who thall
have been in thefe Iflands for the fpace of two years, and fhall run away, and thall
continue abfent for a term net exceeding fix months, fhall, upon convi&ion before
any two Juftices of the Peace, fuffer fuch punithment as the faid Juftices fhall think
proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb.

26. And be it further cnaded by the authority aforefaid, That any Slave

‘Runaway

Slaves not to
be fold or
boaght,

Slaves being.
abfent fix

_months, thele

puanifhment
Dot 10 extend
tolifeor limb,

Slaves being abfent up.

who fhall runaway from his Owner or lawful Poffeffor, and be abfent for wards of fix months to be

‘more than {ix months, being duly cenvitted, fhall be fentenced to be tranf- tranfported forlife or Gther-
. wife, but not to-extend to

ported for life, or thall fuffer fuch other punifhment, not extending to life or life or limd.

limb, as the Court fhall think proper to infli&.

27. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That any Slave who fhall
knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway $iave, fhall be liable to be tried for the
{ame as hereinafter dire@ed, and upon conviction, thall fuffer fuch punifhment as the

Court thall think proper to infli&, not extending to life or limb; and that any ffl:cc
perfon

Staves har-
bouring Run.
aways fhall
be liable to be
tried for the
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perfon who fhall commit fuch offence may be indicted and profecuted for the fame
in the General Court, and being convicted, fhall fuffer fuch punitiment by fine and
imprifonment as the Court fhall think proper, according to the magnitude of the
offence ; and fuch punifhment is declared to be without prejudice to any action or fuit
which may be brought by the party injured for recovery of damages for and on
account of the fame.

28. And be it enaled by the authority aforefaid, That every Slave who fhall take
up any fuch Runaway, or inform againft any perfon who fhall harbour or conceal
fuch runaway Slave, fo that fuch Runaway may be taken and reftored to his or her
Owner or Owners, fhall be entitled to fuch reward as any two Juftices of the Peace
fhall think reafonable and juft, not exceeding three pounds, to be paid by fuch per-
fon or perfons as the faid Juft:ces (hall determine ought to pay the fame.

29. And whereas it is dangerous to the peace and fafety of thefe flands to fuffer
Slaves to continue out as Runaways, and it is abfolurely neceffary to declare what
Slaves fhall be deemed Runaways; be it therefore enatted and declared, That every
Slave who fhall be abfent from his or her Owner or .Employer without leave, for
ten days together, and fhall be found at the diftance of eight miles from the houfe
plantation, or fettlement, to which he or fhe belongs, witi}out a ticket or permit to
pafs (except as before excepted, in going to or returning fromn market) fhall be
deemed a Runaway.

30. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That any free Perfon who
fhall apprehend any runaway Slave fhall be entitled to receive from the Owner,
Employer, Overfeer, or Manager of fuch Slave, the fum of twenty fhillings and no
more, befides mile money at the rate of two fhillings per mile for the firft ive miles,
and one fhilling per mile afterwards ; provided fuch Slave or Slaves had zbfented
himfelf or herfelf ten days without the privity, knowledge, or tonfent of the Pro-
prietor, Owner, or other white perfon refiding on the plantation or place to which
fuch Slave fhall belong, which time of abfence fhail be declared on the oath of fuch
Proprietor, Overleer, or other white perfon as aforefaid, if required by the party taking
up fuch Slave; butit is the true intent and meaning of this A&, that every Perfon
who fhall apprehend any Slave that is a€lvally run away fhall be entitled to the aforefaid
reward, although fuch Slive fhall not Le eight miles from home, or although the
aforefaid term of ten days fhall not have elapfed.

31. And be it further enacled by the authority aforefaid, That any Slave who fhall

.take or kill another in atual rebellion, fhall receive from the Churchwardens of the

parifh in which any fuch Slave fhall have been killed the fum of five pounds, and
ten pounds if taken alive, alfo a blue cloth coat with a red crofs on the right {houlder,
the whole expences whereof (hall be reimbuifed by the Receiver General for the
time being, out of any money in his hands unappropriated.

32. And be it further enacted, That if any Slave fhall be killed by any perfon or
perfons in the execution of this A&, or under the authority of the fame, the perfon
or perfons by whom fuch Slave may be killed, fhall, as fpeedily as may be, give
information thereof to fome Jultice of the Peace, who is herehy required to take
his examination, ard alfo the evidence or information of any other perfon or perfons
refpecling the fame ; and any white perfon or free perfon of colour killing fuch
Slave, who fhall neglet forthwith to give the information hereby required, thall forfeit
and pay the fum of one hundred pounds.

33. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon or per-
fons apprehending any runaway Slave, fhall convey him or her to'his or her Owner,
Employer, or Manager, if refident on the Ifland in which fuch Runaway fhall haye
been apprehended, but if not therein refident, or if payment of the reward and other
charges hereinbefore mentioned fhall rot be made, then to the nearelt gaol or work-
houfe, the Keeper whereof is hereby authorized and required to receive fuch Slave
into his cuftody, ard to pay the party delivering fuch Slave the fum of twenty
fhillings, and mile money as aforefaid, and no more, under the penalty of five pounds ;
provided neverthelefs, that no Gaoler or Workhoufekeeper, hall pay any fuch fum

or
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or fums before fuch perfon fhall have taken an oath, which oath the Gaoler or Work-
houfekeeper fhall file in his: office, and produce, when thereunto requiréd by the Owner
©r Poflefior of fuch Slave, under the penalty of five pounds, that the Slave fo
apprehended was at the reputed diftance of cight miles from the houfe, plantation,
or fettlement, to which fuch Slave belongs {except as is before excepted) and thde
fuch Slave had no ticket or permit in writing from his or her Ownetror Pofleflor,
Employer or Overfeer, at the time of being apprehended, and that fuch Slave had
been firft carried to his or her Owner, Employer, or Manager (provided fuch
Owner or Manager fhall be in the Iland where fuch Slave hall be apprehended) and
thactl payment of the reward and charges aforefaid was neglected or refufed to be
made.

34. And, to the end that the Owners-and Proprictots of Slaves fo apprehended
may obtain information of the goal or workhoufe in which they are confined,
be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the Keeper of evéry work-
houfe or goal fhall and they are hereby required, once in every month, to advertife in
the Bahama Gazette, or other public newspapers, and at the moft public place in
the Ifland on which faid Negro fhall be apprehended, the height, names, marks,
and fex, and alfo the country (where the fame can be afcertained) of every runaway
Slave then in his cuftody, and the time fuch Slave was put into his cuftody, and alfo
the name or names of the Owner or Owners thereof, if known, under the penalty of
ten pounds for every negle& or omiffion, and for the expence of fuch advertife-
ment, it fhall and may be lawful for the Keeper of every gaol or workhoufe to
charge the Owner or Owners of each runaway Slave at and after the rate of twelve
fhiliings per month, and no more, and to detain any fuch Slave in cuftodyuntil the
fame, together with the charges of apprehenfion, and other fees and poundage,
after the rate of two fhillings in the pound, fhall be paid, and alfo one-fhilling for
every twenty-four hours fuch Slave fhall have been in cuftody, for fubfiftence, and
fixpence per day for medical care and extraordinary nourithment where neceffary;
and the Gaoler, Workhoufekeeper, or Supervifor, fhall atteft every fuch account
upon oath.

35. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the Keeper of
every workhoufe or gaol within thefe Iflands thall provide and furnith every Slave
confined in fuch workhoufe or gaol, a fufficient quantity of good and wholefome
provifions, according to the allowance hercinbefore required to be given upon plan-
tations, under the penalty of ten pounds for every negle&.

36. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That after any runaway
Slave fhall bave been in the cuftody of the Provoft Marfhal, or of the Keeper of any
workhoufe or gaol, and fhall have been duly advertifed as aforefaid for the fpace
of twelve calendar months, if no perfon fhall claim fuch Slave, and pay the fees and
other monies hereinbefore directed, it fhall and may be lawful for the Provoft Mar-
fhal, or for the Keeper of fuch gaol or workhoufe, to fell every fuch Slave at
public cutery to the higheft bidder, and that the monies arifing from fuch Slave fhall
be applied in the firft place towards payment of the expences of taking up, keep-
ing, and advertifing fuch Slave, together with all other fees and charges hereinbefore
mentioned, and the overplus (if any) fhall be paid into the public Treafury, to be
applied towards the contingent expences of this Government ; and all receipts and
bills of fale made by the Provoft Marfhal, or the Keeper of any gaol or work-
houfe (as the cafe may be) are hereby declared to convey a good and "fufficient
title to the Purchafer or Purchafers of any fuch Slave, and to be a bar of the right
of the former Owner or Owners ; provided always, that every fuch fale be at the ufual
place of public auttions in the town of Naffau, between the hours of ten and twelve
o’clock in the forenoon, that thirty days notice thereof be given in the .Bahama
Gazette, or other public newspaper, and that previous to every fuch fale, every
fuch Slave be carried before a Magiftrate, who is hereby required to examine. whe-
ther fuch Slave has been duly advertifed, and whether his or her marks and defcrip-
tion agree with the advertifement, and to certify the fame if found accurate or
fufficient,

11g. 37.
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Gaoternotto  g7. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no Gaoler or Work-
work or lend oyfekeeper fhall, on any pretence whatever, employ any Slave fent to his cuftody
s’,‘,‘,’,‘}‘“‘“’» on any plantation belonging to him or in his poficflion, nor hire nor lend any fuch
) Slave to work for any other perfon or perfons, under the penalty of fifty pounds
) for every offence. '
aves after

havingbeen 48 And be it further enaQed by the authority aforefaid, That any Negro or other:
::::i':"d:m . Slave who fhall be confined in any workhoufe or other place of confinement, and
cfcape.gamcilr fhall efcape therefrom before trial, or the 'cxpi'ratiorg of hxs or her f{entence, upon-
being re-  being retaken, and proof being made of his or her identity before any two Juftices’
taken, tobe  of the Peace, fhall be adjudged to be fent back to confinement, and fhall receive
a‘:;;)“g:g?! punithment by whipping, not excecding fifty lathes. |

Slaves afier being co-  39. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if the
fined, making their ef“’P& Provoft Marfhal, or any of his deputies, or any Conftable, Gaoler, or
m:‘:l!‘f:l ?f:ﬁéf?ﬁ, Workhoufekeeper, fhall willingly or negligently fuffer any Slave to efcape,
negle@ing the fame 10 for-. fo that fuch Slave fhall not be retaken, fuch Marfha],. Conftable, Gaoler,
feit £.30. , or Workhoufekeeper, fhall forfeit a fum not exceeding twenty pounds,

without prejudice to the owner’s action of damages.

Slaves killed in defence 40, .And be it further enated, That if any Negro or other Slave at any
:,fll,us c?;::!;;‘:;eo';r:: time of invalion, or appearance of an enemy, fhall be killed in the fervice
,u,;fg;‘ the face.  of the country, the Owner fhall be paid out of the public Treafury the full

value of fuch Slave, to be afcertained by any two Juftices of the Peace,

Perfons fufs 41. And be it further ena@cd by the authority aforefaid, That if any Mafter,
feringav af-  Qyner  Guardian, - or Attorney of any plantation or fettlement, fhall fuffer any
Negroes 1o Itrange Slaves exceeding twelve in number, to affemble together, and beat their
caufe the drums, or blow their horns or fhells, in any place under his, her, or their care or
fame to be  management, or fhall not endeavour to difperfe or prevent their meeting, by giving
difperfed. notice thereof to the next Magiftrate or commiffioned Officer, that a proper force,
may be fent for the purpofe, every Mafter, Owner, Guardian,.or Attorney, fhall
forfeit for every fuch offence the fum of fifty pouads, provided information of fuch
offence be given upon oath within five days after the commiffion of fuch offence.

Officess avthorifed o enter 49, And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all Of
;;’f’;e,'}l:c:n; ':.';lf:;‘f'jl' ot ficers, civil and military, ihall be and they are hereby empowered and re-
fembly of Negroes. quired to enter into any place whatever, in order to difperfe any unlawful

affembly of Slaves, and to fupprefs and prevent all riotous unlawful drum-

ming or other noife; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

Slaves fond  43. Andbe it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That any Slaves who thall
concealing  hereafter be found to have concealed in his or her houfe, or otherwife in his or her
:;g:;’,‘;‘:“"; pofieflion, any, fire-arms, gunpowder, flugs or ball, fhall,on convi&ion before two

be punithed.  Juftices, fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid Juflices fhall think proper to infli¢t by
whipping.

Slaves frik- 44. And beit further enated by the authority aforefaid, That any Slave who fhall
inE o Cﬁv"i: offer violence by ftriking or otherwife, to any white perfon, fhall be punifhed with
leoe any death, tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the Court fhall think proper to
white perfon, inflict, provided fuch conflitt or ftriking be not by command of the Owner of fuch
to fuffer Slave, or of his or her Attorney, Overfeer, or other perfon having authority over
death, & fiich Slave, or in the lawful defence of his Owner’s perfon or goods.

Slavesmixing  45. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Negro or

or_prepanng other Slave fhall mix or prepare, with intent to give any poifon or poifonous drog,

P for dean  OF fhall a&ually give or caufe to be given any fuch poifon or poifonous drug, although

or tranfpor-  death may not enfue from the taking thereof, fuch Slave, together with all and every

tation. acceflary and accefiaries, as well before as after the fact, (being Slaves) being thereof
duly convifled, fhall fuffer deach, tranfportation for life, or fuch other punifhment
as the Caurt fhall think proper.

46. And
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46.. And whereas horned cattle, fheep, hotfes, mares, mules, and affes, are fre-
quently ftolen and killed by Negro and other Slaves in fo fecret and private a manner,
as to render convittion very difficult; for prevention thereof, be it further enaéted,
That if any Negro or other Slave or Slaves fhall fraudulently have in his, her, or
their pofleffion, any freth beef, mutton, or veal, or the flefh of any horfe, mare, mule,
or afs, in any quaatity exceeding five and not exceeding twenty-eight pounds
weight, every fuch Negro or other Slave fhall, upon conviction before any two
Juftices of the Peace, be whipped in fuch manner as fuch Juftices fhall dire&, not
cxceeding thirty -nine lathes ; and if there fhall be found fraudulently as aforefaid in
his, her, or their cuftody or poffeffion, a larger or greater quantity than forty-eighe
pounds weight of fuch beef or other flefh, that then every fuch Negro or other Slave
fhall fuffer fuch-punithment as the Juftices fhall think proper to infli&t, not extending
to life or limb, - '

47. And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Negro or
other Slave fhall felonioufly fteal any horned cattle, fheep, goat, hog, horfe, mare,
gelding, mule, or afs, or fhall kill any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, hog, horfe,
mare, gelding, mule, or afs, with intent to fteal the fame, or any part of the fleth
thereof, fuch Negro or other Slave fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as
the Court fhall think proper to infli&.

48. And whereas feveral Slaves have lately found means to depart from thefe
Iflands, to the great damage of their Owners, and to the evil example of other Slaves
who may thercby be induced to attempt or confpire to do the fame; and whereas
there is reafon to fufpect that Slaves have been aided and afifted in thejr departure
by other perfons, and no adequate punithments are provided. by law for futh
offences ; for remedy thereof, be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That if
any. Negro or other Slave, (hall run away from his or her Owner or Owners,
Employer or Employers, and go off, or confpire and attempt to go off thefe Iflands.
in any fhip, boat, canoe, or other veflel or craft whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting,.
or aflifting to any other Slave or Slaves in deferting and going-off thefe "Iflands, he,
fhe, or they fo running or going off, or conlpiring and attempting to go off, or aiding,
affiting, or abetting in fuch going off, being thereof convitted, fhall fuffer tranfporta-
tion, or fuch other punifhment as the Court fhall think proper to infli&, not extending
to life or limb,

_ 49. And be it further enaled by the authority aforefaid, That if any free Negro,
Indian, or Mulatto, fhall be aiding, afliting, and abetting any Slave or Slaves in
deferting and going off thefe Iflands, and thall be thereof convicted, he, fhe, or they
fhall be fubje& to be tranfported from thefe Iflands by the Provoft Marfhal, or his
deputy ; and any fuch Perfon fo convi@ed, fentenced, and tranfported, who fhall
afterwards be found at large within thefe 1flands, fhall fuffer death without benefit
of Clergy.

§0- And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any white perfon
who fhall knowingly be aiding, afliting, or abetting any Slave in deferting and going
off thefe Iflands, fhall forfeit the fum of £. 100, and fhall alfo fuffer imprifonment
for any fpace of time not exceeding twelve mgntbs, without b.axl or mainprize ; and_v
fuch punithment is declared to be without prejudice to any fuit or attion which may
be brought or had by the party injured for the recovery of damages for and on account
of the fame.

§1. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be
dawful to proceed againft the perfon or perfons fo aiding, aflifting, or abetting fuch
Slave or Slaves. in going off thefe-Iflands, whether the principal or principals be
convifted or not ; any thing in this or any other A&, or any law, ufage, or cuftom,
to the contrary notwithftanding.

52, And be it further énaé’ted, That no Negro or other Slave ﬂ\ all, on any pretence,
barter or carry about for fale or barter any dry goods of any knﬂn.d whatever, and it
it {hall and may be lawful for any white Perfon to take and feize all fuch goods,

and to deliver them to the Provot Marfhal, or his depuaty, who fhall fq:rhw‘itlli
I1g. ¢

B.

S laves have
ing frandu-
lentlv in their
pefieiion -
fieh meat vo
be pynilhed,

Slaves fleal-
ing cattle te
be punithed,

Slaves goin
off in vcgﬂ'elsg'
or other craft
to be tranf-
ported or
otherwife pa.
I‘liﬂled.

Slaves abet-
ting any other
Slaves in de-
ferting, to be
tranfported ;
and if found
afterwards in
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to fuffer
death.
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fons afifting
a Slavetode-
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L. 100,

Perfons affift-
ing any Slave
in going off,t0
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agaft, whe-
ther the prin-
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fell the fime at public auion, and pay the net proceeds thereof iato the public
Treafury.

3. And be it further enacted, That no Negro or other Slave fhall vend or retail

“any fpiritudus liquors whatfoever; and if any Slave, without the knowledge of hisor

her Ownér or Employer, fhall fell or vend any fpirituous liquors. whatfoever, fuch
Slave for every fuch offence fhall be publicly whipped by order of any two Juftices
of the Peace; butif it fhall appear to have been done with the knowledge of his or
her Qwneror Employer, then and in that cafe fach Owner or Employer fhall forfeit
the fum of forty pounds, to be recovered in manner hereinafter directed.

§4. And be it further enacted, That every Slave who fhall play at dice or cards, or
be guilty of any other kind of gaming, fhall be publicly whipped by order of any
two Juftices of the Peace ; and any Keeper of a tavern or punch-houfe who fhall fuffer
any Slave or Slaves to game, get drunk, or tipple in or about his or her houfe, fhop,
or premifes, or to remain in or about the fame after the hour of eight of the clock
at night, or fhall at any other time fell rum or any other fpirituous liquors to any
Slave, to whom he or the fhall have been forbidden by the Owner or Employer of
fuch Slave to fell liquor, or (hall fuffer any fuch Slave, after having been fo for-
bidden, to loiter or remain in or about his or her houfe, thop, or premifes, fhall forfeit
thé fum of twenty pounds.

5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That upon complaint being
made to any Juftice of the Peace of any burglary, robbery, burning of houfes,
rebellious confpiracies, compaffing or imagining the death of any white perfon or
perfons, or any other felonious offence whatfoever committed by any Slave or Slaves,
and which is hereby declared or made punifhable with death or tranfportation, fuch
Juttice fhall-iffue his warrant for apprchending fuch offender or offenders, and for
all perfons that can give evidence, to be brought before him or any other Juftice of
the Peace, and the evidence of Slave againft Slave fhall in all cafes be received;
and if upon examination, the charges fhall appear to be well founded, the Juftice
before whom fuch examination fhall be. had and taken fhall commit the accufed to
prifon, and ‘bind over the witneffes to appear at a certain day, not lefs than ten or
inore than thirty days from the day on which the complaint fhall have been made,
at the place where the Quarter Seffions arc ufually held, or place of public meetings,
and fhall certify to any other Juftice of the Peace the caufe of fuch commitment, and
tequire him ta affociate himfelf with him, which the faid Juftice is hereby required
to do, under the penalty of forty pounds ; and the faid Juftices, {6 affociated, fhall iffue
their warrant to fummon feyen perfons, fuch as are liable to ferve on ordinary Juries
(the Slave Owner or Proprictor of the Slave or Slaves fo complained of, or the
Actorney, Guardian, Overfeer, or Manager of fuch Owner or Proprictor, or the
perfon profecuting him, or her Attorney, Guardian, Overleer, or Manager already
excepted) perfonally to be and appear before the faid Juftices, at the day and place
appointed for trial, between the hours of eight and twelve of the clock in the forenoon,
and when-and where the faid Juftices fhall caufe the accufed to be brought before
them ; and thereupon five of the perfons fo fummoned fhall (the charge or accufatiod
being firft:reduced to writing, and read) be fworn to try the matter before them, ann
give a verdi& according to evidence, which charge or accufation fhall not be queftioned
for any want of form, but fhall be deemed valid if fufficient in fubftance; and if the faid
Jurorsfhall, upon hearing theevidence, unanimoufly find the faid Slave or Slaves guilty
of the offence of which he, fhe; or they ftand charged, the faid Juftices thall give fenteace
of death, without benefit of Clergy, or tranfporiation for life, according to the nature
of the offence, and fhall caufe fuch fentence to be carried into execution at fuch time
and place as they fhall think proper (women with child only excepted, whofe execution
fhall be refpited until a reafonable time after delivery) ; provided always neverthelefs,
that the Juftices of the Peace; or any two or more of them, refident upon any of the
Ilands within this Government (one of whom to be always of the Quorum and Cuftos
Rotulorum of the Ifland) fhall and may hereafter hold Slave Courts upon the firft
Tuefday in April, July, and Otober in every year, to continue and be holden for

- five
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five days fucceflively (if neceffaty) and not longer, and fhall have full power and
authority to -enquire into, hear, and- determine all and all manner of felonious

. offences. committed by Slaves, and thall open the f2id Court by proclimation, declaring
the fame to be a Slave Court for fuch purpofe, and that the faid Cuftos Rotu-
Jorum and any other Juftice fhall thereupon, in like manner in all refpe& as two
Juftices affociated as hereinbefore mentioned are by this A& authorized and em-
powered to .proceed to try and deliver the workhoufe or goal within the Ifland or
Parifh of all Slaves whq fhall be in cuftodyof the Gaoler or Workhoufekeeper, charged
with any of the felonious offences hereinbefore mentioned, and fhall caufe a Jury to
be called and taken from the pannel returned to the faid Court forthwith to be fworr,
as they fhall appear, to try all and every fuch Slave as fhall be brought before them,
«charged with any of the aforefaid offences, and to give a true verdi according to
evidence as in other cafes.-

56. Provided always, that it fhall and may be lawful for the Juftices of any Provifo.
Slave Court, or extraordinary Trial, to refpite the execution of any fentence b '
them given for any term, not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleafure of the
‘Commander in Chief fhall be known, in cafe proper caufe fhall appear to them for
6 doing, or the Jury thall recommend the prifoner to mercy.

57. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That not Notlefs than two Jufices
lefs than two Juftices and five Jurors thall conflitute a Court for the trial a“dﬁf‘t"e F "E"hdd";s fhall
of any Slave or Slaves for any crime or offence that fhall fubje& ffi';l:,;;f;e;m::" or the
fuch Slave or Slaves to fuffer death or tranfportation ; and that upon
any fuch trial no peremptory challenge of any Juror, or any exception
to the form of indi@ment, fhall be allowed.

58. And be it further ena@ted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes where In all cafes
the punifhment of death is to be inflited, the execution fhal] be performed in fome Where death

blic plice, and with due folemnity, and care fhall be taken by the Gaoler, Confta- }fié"eé”,’f,‘;
ﬂ;‘:, or Marfhal, that the prifoner be free from intoxication at the time of his trial execation
and execution, and the mode of fuch execution fhall be hanging by the neck and no fhal be per-
-other, and the body fhall afterwards be difpofed of as the Court fhall dire& 3 provided f°’ ‘“‘dl in
always, that where feveral Slaves are capitally convicted for the {ame offence, one only ome place,
fhall fuffer death, except in cafes of murder or rebellion.

59- And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That any Slaves giving falle evidence
Slave wilfully giving falfe evidence on any trial to be had under this ‘::?}]1' fuffer ‘}‘)‘: fa'f"e pa-
A, fhall fuffer the fame punithment as the perfon or perfons on whofe vided s the perion con-
trial fuch falfe evidence was given, would, if conviéted, have been liable to

- fuffer, or fuch other punifhment as the Juftices fhall award, not exterding to life
er limb.

60. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That when In c:fe of death or dif-
any Slave or Slaves fhall be difcharged by proclamation, or fhail die in charge, the Marfhal or
e . Gaoler fhall be entitled to

cuftody, the Marfhal, Gaoler, or Workhoulekeeper, fhall be entitled to i all fees for fuch
receive out of the public Treafury all fuch fees as fhall be due for fuch Slave from the Trealury.

Slave or Slaves at the time of fuch difcharge or death.

61. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That a record fhall be A record of
entered up of all proceedings upon the trials of Slaves, for any crime that fhall be gxl;:;a:]; gg
punifhable with death or tranfportation, in a book to be kept for that purpofe by the oot by the
Clerk of the Peace, who is hereby required to attend all fuch trials, and to record Clerk of the
the proceedings within thirty days after fuch trial, under penalty of twenty pounds Peace.
for every fuch negle, and he fhall be entitled, upon producing the certificate of the
Juftices, to have and. receive out of the public Treafury the fum of three pounds
for attending each trial, and for entering up the record, and any other bufinefs in-
¢€ident thereto, and no more.

62. And be it further enadted, That the Conftables of the refpective Iflands and Confiablesto
Diftricts fhall be obliged to attend every fuch trial or Court under the penalty of of Siaves,
twenty pounds for each neglect, and that the Conftable cxecuting any fentence fhall undertte Pe

119, be naltya: £.z0.
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be entitled to receive out of the public Treafury the fum of forty fhillings, upon
producing the certificate of the Juftices as aforefaid.

Perfons negleting orre- 63, And be it further enacted, That any perfon who fhall be drawn and
'f‘:.ﬁgf to “&3‘1‘: g’efc'.‘“l’ duly fummoned to ferve as a Juror on any trial te be had by virtue of
-%.6. aves, et this A&, and who fhall pegle&t to attend, or afier appearance fhail depart

without leave, fhall forfcit the fum of fix pounds.

Notrialthall 64 And be it further enalted bythe authority.aferefaid, That no trial of any
be !“d,b':‘“l Slave fthall be had, ‘until after reafonable and fufficient nctice of fuch trial fhall have
:::':: to the Deten given to the Owner or Proprietor of fuch Slave, or to his, her, or their Attor-
owners, &c. ney or Attornies, or other Reprefentative or Reprefentatives, where any fuch can be
of Slaves.  gonveniently found within the Colony ; any law, ufage, or cuftom to the contrary

notwithftanding.

:Slavespeceiv- - 65. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, Thatin all cafes where
ing fentence  any Slave fhall receive fentence of death or tranfportation, the Jury fhall appraife
f:: ﬁ:a;:;u‘:‘:‘ and value fuch Slave, and the Juftices fhall certify fuch valuation ; provided always,
{by.thejnry. that fuch valuation fhall not exceed in any cafe fixty pounds for any one Slave, and
' provided alfo, if it fhall appear that the Owner or Puffeffor of fuch Slave had
treated him or her with ichumanity, and that neceflity or hard ufage might have
driven fuch Slave go the commiffion of the offcnce of which he or fhe fhall have:
been convicted. that then and in fuch cafe no valuation fhzll be made, nor certificate.
granted, and the Owner fhall-not be entitled to receive any allowance whatever for

fuch Slave from the public.

'Slaves exe- 66. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes where
-;rﬁdl-:"i 4 any Slave valued as aforefaid fhall be executed or tranfported, by virtue of this A,
far out Fke fuch Slave thall be paid for at the public expence, and the net money arifing from.
public wrea- the fale of any fuch Slave fold for tranfportation fhall be accounted for on oath by
fury. the Provoft Marfhal or his deputy, and paid over to the Receiver General for the

ufe of the public.

Slaves returning to thefe 67. And be it further ena&ed by the autherity aforefaid, That any Negro

‘“‘“dé'-“f‘;}l;?;g:";“r' «or other Slave who fhall be tranfported from rhefe iflands by virtue of this

ported, 1018 " A&, and fhall wilfully return from tranfportation, fhall, upon conviction,
fuffer death without any bencfit of Clergy.

When any ©8. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That when any warrant’
g:‘::k:“g°‘ fhall be granted by any one or more of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace againft
‘warrant, ‘7 any' Slave who cannot be taken, the Owner, Attorney, Poilefior, Guardian, or
copy thereof  Overfeer of every fuch Slave, thali be ferved with a copy of the faid warrant, and if
fhall be he, fhe, or they do not fend or produce fuch Slave to the Juftice or Juftices to be
{;‘::::;:‘e"_ deale with according to law, and it fhall afierwards be proved that fuch Owner, At-
of, torney, Guardian, Pofleffor, or Overfeer, wiltully detained or concezled fuch Slave,
he, the, or they fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds. ”
ﬁg?;ﬁa’:;:;‘:‘ks: 69. And be it further ena&ed, That all fuch Negroes, Mulattoes,
free, thall for all oﬂ-ente, Muttees, and-Indians, as have been Slaves, and have been cr fhall be made
under the degee of felony, free, fhall, for all 'mifdemeanors and cfferces under the degree of felony,
be tried in 2 manner asdi- be tried and adjudged in manner and form hereinbefore directed for the
reQed for the trialof$laves. yria) of Slaves, and the evidence of a Slave or “laves fhali be admitted

on fuch trials; any law, ufuage, or cuftom, to the contrary notwithtanding.

gof:;‘i::ed 70. And whereas mi-fc.!cmcanors and offences of inferior degrees are frequently
by Slaves, committed by Slaves, which ought to be punithed in a fummary manner; be it fur-

below feloay - ther enacted by the authority aforefaid, Tuoat it fhalland may be lawful for any wwo
fhall be heard  Juflices of the Peace, in a fummary manner, to hear and determine all crimes and

::if: ::‘;:}ore mifdemeanors below felony committed by any Slave or Slaves, giving tufficient notice
wo Magif- . ° the Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, or his, her, or their Actorney or

trates. Attornics, or the perion having the care of fuch Slave or Slaves, of the time and
place
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placc of trial ;. and to orfier aqd dire& fuch punifhment to be infliGed on any fuch
Slave as the faid Juftices in their difcretion fhall think fit, not exceeding fifty lathes;

and the Conftable attending fuch trial, and executing any fuch fentence, fhall be en-

titled to have and receive ten fhillings; to be paid by the Mafter, Owner, or Pofftflor
of fuch Slave or Slaves, on non-payment whereof it fhall and may be lawful for
the Juftices to iffue their warrants for levying the fame, together with cofts and charges.

71. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no run- Runaway Slaves to be com-
~away Slave fhall on any account be committed to gaol by any Magiftrate of miued toa workhoufe, and

a parifh where there fhall be a workhoufe eftablithed, but to fuch work-
h,oufe only.

not to gaol.

72. And be it enacted, That in all cafes i which by thisprefent A&, or Inall cafes where power is
- by any other A& of the General Affembly, any power or authority is vefted Yefted in the Juflices and
in th fti Veftri ind ai e f Veftry, fuch power fhall
in the Jufticesand Veftries, fuch power and authority fhall be executed bY be executed by Juftices

the Juttices or any two of them in Iflands where there are.no Veftries, or by where no Veftry on the out

the Veftrymen or any fix of them in 1flands where there are no Juttices.

73 And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That all forfeitures
and penalties given by this AQ, for which the recovery and application have not
been otherwife direfted, fhall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recovered in a
fummary way before any two of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, and fhall be
levied; together with cofts, by diftrefs and fale of the offender’s goods and chattels,
and if exceeding twenty pounds, fhall be recovered, together with cofts, in the General
Court of thefe Iflands; by a&ion of debt, bill, plaint; or information, wherein no
cffoign, protetion, wager of law, or non vult ulterius profequi, fhall be allowed or
entered, one moicty of which penalties fhall be to the ufe of the parith where the
offence fhall have been committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or to him,
her, or them, who fhall fue for the fame.

74. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That this A&, and
every claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, fhall continue and be in force for-
and during the term of two years from the paffing thereof, and from thence te the
end of the then next fefflion of the General Affembly, and no longer.

Paffed the Houfe Affented to, the Paffed the Council,
of Affembly, 11th May 1797. sth May 1797.
13th April 1797. Fobn Forbes. R. Hunt.
Thomas Rober, Speaker.
Bahama Iflands,

New Providence. } Secretary’s Office.

I do certify, That the above is a true copy from the original
At depofited in this Office.

Adam Chryflie Sec”,

119,
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(Copy.) Copy of a Letter from Governor Dowdefwell to his Grace
the Duke of Portland.

Government Houfe, Bahamas,
gth December, 1799.

My Lord,

I HavE to acknowledge the Letter from your Grace, marked « Circular,” and dated
the 12th of July, which was received here by way of Norfolk, en the 8th inftant.

The fpecial commands of His Majefty therein contained, for the.immediate tranf-
miffion of an Account, fpecifying the number of Negroes now in each of the Iflands
and Plantations of the Bahamas, ‘with the other particulars regarding them, as ftated
in the terms of an Addrefs prefented to the King, from the Houfe of Commons, on
the 11th of July, fhall be made out and fent to your Grace as foon as the neceflary
information can be procured.

I have the honour to be, &c.
W, Dowdefwell.

His Grace the Duke of Portland,
&c. &c. &c.
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RET URN of the SLAVES in the ISLAND of NEW PROVIDENCE,
together with the Births and Deaths, in the laft three Years,

Naffau, 2d April 1801.

Mea.

Women.

Children.

Births,

Deaths,

Returned by the Conftables - - - | |, 32

A number of Perfons being off this"

Ifland at the time of making this Lift, |
and many others refufing to anfwer as
to their number of Slaves, &c. it 226
is from the beft information which can
be obtained fuppofed, that one.fifth
may fairly be added to the above,

which willbe - - - - - - .|

/

911

182

1,075

213

211

42

86

17

1,358
(Signed)  Peter Edwards, 1. P,
G. Leith, 1. P,

1,093

1,290
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BARBADOES.

Ordered to be printed 8th Fune 1804.
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No, 1.—Letter from Governor Ricketts to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated

Barbadoes, sth July 1797 - - - - <« . < < p3

No. s2.—Another D° = - dated i1t May1798 = « <« =« < o ibid

No.g.~Another D* - « dated 6thMayi7g9 = =~ - - <« <« pog
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(2.)—Proceedings of the General Aflembly - - -
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No. 8.—Lord Hobart to Lord Seaforth ; 6th September 1802 - - - - Pe7
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No. 1.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Barbadoes, sth

July 1797. '

My Lord, .

HAVE the honour to acknowledge the Duplicate of your Grace’s circular
I Letter of the 6th of May, the original not having yet' come to hand. In
obedience to His Majefty’s commands, I fhall take the earlieft opportunity of com-
municating to the Council and Aflembly of this Ifland the accompanying * Refo- ¢ seep.11 A.
lution of the Houfe of Commons, and fhall be moft happy in fuggefting and pro-
moting any meafure that may give effe& to the benevolent views of the Britifh
Legiflature, relative to increafing the happinefs and maintaining the population of
the Siaves. I am not aware of any recent meafures adopted here that make an
alteration in the former fyftem, but I will avail myfelf of every opportunity to
tran{mit to your Grace fuch proceedings of the Legiflative Bodies.of this Colony,
as may refult from the communications with which I am now honoured, A

I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf,
with great refpect, &c.

G. P. Ricketts.
Secret. No. 2.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to hjs
—_— Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Barbadoes, 311t

May 1798.
My Lord, .

I AM honoured with your Grace’s Letter of the 23d of April, marked Circular,
Secret—the Refolution of the Brinth Houfe of Commons alluded to, with an
Extra& from your Grace’s former Letter, and an accompanying Letter from myfelf,
were laid, as foon as poffible, before the Councgl and Aflembly of this Ifland. [
received refpe&tful anfwers, expreflive of their with to adopt any mode that might
tend to meliorate the condition of the Negroes, and a Committee of the Aflemb]
was appointed to take the bufinefs into confideration, but no fublequent fteps have
been taken. I will not fail to urge the matter at the next meeting of the Legifla-
ture, on the sth of July, and in the mean time will avail myfeif of every oppor-
tunity to imprefs on the minds of tho{e Gentlemen, who are beft able to influe.ce
others, the propriety of giving their earneft and effetual aid to fuch meafures as
thall appear beft adapted to effe& your Grace’s benevolent intentions.

With the higheft refpe&,
I have the honour to be, &c.
G. P. Ricketts.

103
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No. 3.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Barbadoes, 6th
May 1799.
My Lord,

I LOSE no time in acknowledging the receipt of your Grace’s Letter, dated
the 22d March, and of the Colonial A&s and other Documents referred to, and
enclofed under a feparate cover. Thefe I fhall immediately lay before the Legifla-
ture of this Ifland, and flatter myfelf they will lead to the introduion of fuch
provifions and amendments as will accelerate and fecure the Negroes the Advan-
tages which were in the contemplation of the Houfe of Commons, when the Refo-
lution of the 6th April 1797 was voted.

I have the honour to be, &c.

G. P. Ricketrs.

No. 4—Extra® of a Letter from Governor Ricketts
to his Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Barbadoes,
28th May 1799.

(Two Enclofures.)

IN addition to my Letter of the 6th inftant, in anfwer to your Grace’s cir-
cular Letter of the 22d March, I have the honour tc tranfmit, by this opportunity,
a Copy of my Meffage to the Houfe of Aflembly of this Ifland, and their Reply;
by which it appears, they had previoufly determined to take into immediate confi-
deration the objets recommended to them in the Refolution of the Houfe of
Commons of the 6th of April 1797; and, I truft, they will profecute the fubject
with that affiduity and attention which its importance requires,

(1.)—In Governor Ricketts’, of the 28th May 179g.

The Governor’s Meflage to the Houfe of Affembly of
Barbadoes, on the 7th May 1799. '

The Governor takes the firft opportunity of laying before the Houfe of Aflembly
an Extra of a Letter he has received from his Grace the Duke of Portland, ac-

‘companied with a Correfpondence between the Secretary of State and the Governors

in the Weft Indies, in confequence of the Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons of
the 6th April 1797, refpecting the Negroes in'the Weft Indies; and he hopes the
Aflembly will take iato their early confideration a bufinefs of fo much importance,
and which has already engaged the attention of feveral of the neighbouring
Colonies.

(2.)—In Governor Ricketts’, of the 28th May 179q.

Reply of the Houfe of Affembly to his Excellency
Governor Ricketts, on the 7th May 1797

The Houfe of Affembly refpe@tfully inform the Governor, that before his
Txcellency’s Meflage was laid betore the Houfe, a motion was made ¢ to appoint
< a Committee to take into confideration the prefent Slave Laws, and to prepare a
« Bill for the confolidation of the faid Laws, and the amelioration of the condition
“ of the Slaves,” which motion paffed unanimoufly, and a Committee was ac-
cordingly-appointed.

Houfe of Affembly,
May 7th, 1599. _
By Order of the Hou'e.

Tofima Gittens,
Speaker.



BARBADOES. 5

No. 5.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Governor Ricketts 5 dated Whitehall,
8th Auguft 1799.

FROM the manner in which the Affembly has taken up the fubje@ of the
Negroes, with a view to ameliorate the condition and promote the increafe of this
clal% of Perfons, and from the various Documents of which they are in poffeflion,
and which cannot fail to affift and accelerate their proceedings, I have no deubt
but that I fhall reccive before or early in the next Seffion of Parliament, the Le-
giflative meafures which have been adopted by the Ifland, for the attainment of
the great and falutary objec propofed by the Refolution of the Houfe of Com-
mons of the 6th of April 1797.

No. 6.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to his
Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Barbadoes, 1ft
September 1799.
My Lord,

I HAVE received the honour of your Grace’s circular Letter of the rath
of July, accompanied by the copy ofy an Addrefs to the King from the Houfe
of Commons, and fignifying His Majefty’s commands, that I fhould caufe
to be prepared fuch an Account of the Negroes in this Ifland, as may be con-
formable to the terms of the faid Addrefs. I fhall lofe no time in ufing my beft
endeavours to comply, as far as poflible, with His Majefty’s dire@ions ; but as no
Regifter is kept in any of the parithes of the births and deaths of Negroes, the
account I fhall have the honour to tran{mit your Grace will not, I fear, be by any
means accurate, )

I have the honour to be, &c.
G. P. Ricketts.

No. 7.—Extra& of a Letter from Lord Seaforth to Lord
Hobart ; dated Barbadoes, 18th March 1802.

(Two Enclofures.)

YOUR  Lordthip will obferve, in the laft day’s proceedings of the Aflembly, that
the majority of the Houfe had taken confiderable offence at a Meflage of mine, re-
commending an At to be pafled to make the murder of a Slave felony (at prefent
the fine for that crime is only £.135. currency, or £.11. 4s. fterling.)

(1.)—In Lord Seaforth’s to Lord Iobart, of the 18th March 1802.

Extrat from the Minutes of the Council of the Ifland of
Barbadocs, 28th July 1801,

The Governor’s Meflage, ]

The Governor withes to fee the Legiflature of this Ifland dignify themfelves, by
following the example of moft, if not all, of the neighbouring Iflands, by making
the wilful murder of any perfon, free or flave, felony without benefit of clergy.
An A& to this purpofe is not only loudly calied for to proteé the charatter of the
Ifland, and to remove the aftonifhment of the Mother Country, that it has not long
ago been done, but is felf evidently confiftent with honour, honetty, and chriftianity,
for none but villains can be benefited by the want of fuch an A&. He trufts the
prefent Aflembly have too much real dignity towilh to continue to fhelter a crime,
which no honeft man can be capable of committing. ) ) ]

There are many other points which will occur to the Aflembly in the inveftiga-
tion of this arduous fubje@t ; the Governor will be at all times ready to contribute
towards it, and he will alio, when: the Aflembly thall defire it, dire& the crown law-
yers to give every affiftance,
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The bufinefs is arduous and laborious, but the Governor trufts that, if due atten-
tionis given to the fubje, and if it is followed up with perfeverance, a Code may be
formed that fhall fecure the peace and happinefs, and refle&® honour on the Ifland,

- than which nothing would more contribute to the gratification of the Governor’s

own ambition and happinefs.

(2).—1In Lord Seaforth’s to Lord Hobart, of the 18th March 1802.

Extrat from the Proceedings of the General Affembly
of the Ifland of Barbadoes, held the 13th Day of
O&ober 1801.

Mr. Treafurer rofe, and, after ftating that the Meflage which the Gov;rnor had
fent to the Houfe at the laft Meeting, embraced many very important fubjects,
which merited fomething more than a hafty difcuffion, moved, That an open Com-
mittee be appointed to take the feveral obje@s of his Excellency’s Meflage into
confideration, and that the Council be requefted to appoint a Committee of their
Board, to join a Committee of this Houfe. -

Mr. Attorney General feconded the motion, expreffing himfelf as follows :
« Mr. Speaker,

“ The Governor’s Meflage contains obje&s of the greateft moment to this
country, particularly where he alludes to the Law which relates to the punithment
to be infli¢ted upon a white man for killing a Slave. There may be a difference of
opinion between Gentlemen how far that punithment fhould be extended, but
with refpet to the Law, as it now ftands, it is. impoffible that there can be two
opinions. No man can ferioufly think the prefent punifhment fufficient. A Law
which empowers a Proprictor to make a flaughter-houfe in his Plantation, and to
butcher in cold blood as many of his Slaves as he may think proper, without
fuffering any other punifhment than paying a fum not equal to what he muft pay
for killing his neighbour’s bull or his ox, muft be a difgrace to any community.
I believe this is now the only country where the life of a fellow creature is com-
muted for money. For my own part I do not hefitate to fay, that I think the
man who wantonly and in cold blood kills a Slave, ought to {uffer death. The
man who can_think the payment of fiftcen pounds, a fufficient punifhment for
the murder of a Slave, muft be void of religion, of morality, and common huma-
nity. I entirely agree with the honourable member, that fomething ought to be
done, and I think it highly proper to appoint a Committee of this Houfe, and to
afk the Council to appoint a Committee of their Board, to meet together and
confult upon fuch an A& for the confolidation of the Slave Laws, as may appear
to them proper to be recommended to the Houfe of Aflembly. The Houfe will
not be bound by fuch recommendation, but may afterwards model it as they think

proper, I therefore fecond the motion,”

The motion was oppoled by Robert James Haynes, efquire, who, after fome
introduion, in which, among other points, he maintained the danger of the
European Governor's interference between the white inhabitants of the Ifland
and their Slaves, moved fora Committee of the whole Houfe to prepare an anfwer
to the Governor’s Meflage of the 28th of July, an anfiver moderate and refpe&tful,
but calculated to repel infult, and evince that the Houfe underftands its interefts,
and afferts its rights. .

Whereupon a debate took place, which ended, the queftion was put on Mr,

Treafurer’s motion, and carried in the negative by a majority of three voices ; the
Metnbers voting as follows, viz. “

For the Motion, 8. —Againtt it, 11.
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No. 8.—Extra@ of a Letter from the Right honourable
Lord Hobart, to the Right honorable Lord Seaforth ;
dated Downing Street, 6th Sept. 1802.

“ T cannot reflet upon the proceedings of the Aflembly, upon your Meflage
of the 28th of July, without confiderable anxiety. Aware that Barbadoes ftood
amongft the Wet India Iflands almoft a folitary inftance, where the Law itfelf place
the Negro in a condition not to be contemplated without the moft painful fenfa.-
tions, I could fcarcely hayve conceived, that the Reprefentatives of the people, a
liberal and enlightened body, would at this period deliberately have refufed to turn
their attention to a point, in which not only the fubfantial interefts, but the
seputation of the Colony are fo deeply concerned. ) ,

Whilft the rigorous fyftem laid down for the trial and punithment of Slaves by
the earlier Laws of Barbadoes, feems heretofore to have been very generally adopted
as a model by the other Iflands; thefe, particularly Jamaica, Dominica, and Grenada,
have in later times taken the lead, and fet an example truly worthy of imitation, by
revifing and corre@ing the harfhnefs of their ancient Codes, and providing more
effeCtually for the protetion of their Slaves, and the amelioration of their condition
in all its circumftances.

However mild and lenient the adminiftration of the Laws may be in Barbadoes,
it certainly is not creditable to the feelings of the Legiflature, that, in tracing the
liberal {pirit of the prefent time, and obferving its effects in the humane difpofition
which has elfewhere been manifefted, to make a ferious and effeGtual reform for the
advantage and comfort of the Negroes, we find the moft revolting Provifions of the
former Aéts of Barbadoes remaining in force, )

I cannot therefore but highly approve of your intention to fubmit this matter
to the cool and difpaffionate confideration of the Affembly, and 1 truft thel.r views
will be extended to all the points which you have fo properly adverted to in your
difpatch.”

C.
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No, 1.—Extra& of Letter from Governor Beckwith to the Duke of Pertland ; dated
Bermuda, 24th December 1799 - s - - - - spm
No. z~—Letter from'D* - -« to - -~ D° « -« 22d March1800 - -

(One Enclofure.) PP-4&35.

Account of Negro Slaves, &c. = -~ =~ « =~ -
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No. 1.—Extra& of a Letter from Governor Beckwith to
his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated the 24th
December, 1799. (N° 69.)

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s Duplicate,
Circular, of 12th July 1799, refpe&ing Negro Slaves ; to which immediate attention
has been paid.
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No. 2.—Capy of a Letter from Governor Beckwith to his Grace
the Duke of Portland; dated Bermuda, 22d March 18o0.
My Lord, .

"IN obedience to the King’s command, conveyed in your Grace’s Difpatch of the 12th
wof July laft, marked Circular, I have the honour to tran{mit an account of the Negro
Slaves and Slaves of Colour in and belonging to this Colony, with the following
-explanation.:

The account is made up by parifhes, and has been taken up by the feveral parith magi-
ftrates, but the navigation of the Bermudas being chiefly carried on by black feamen, great
.numbers are conftantly at fea in the Weft India and North American trade. They are in-

cluded

{One
In Governor Beckwith’s,

ACCOUNT of Necro Staves and S1avEs of CoLouRr, of all Ages and

NUMBER of BIRTHS. |
Total Number ||
PARISHES. inand belonging Inthe Year | Knthe Year | Iathe Year | Average of the
to cach Parith. | $796- 1797 1798. | Three Years
‘St. Georges - - - 594 21 16 21 19
Hamilton - - - - 369 23 21 24 23
Smiths- - - - - - 262 7 1T 6 8
Devonthire - - - - 364 19 19 6 15
Pembroke - - - - - 712 25 17 20 21
Paget’s - - - - - 572 24 12 23 20
Warwick - - - - - 490 12 13 12 12
Southampton - - - - 521 23 22 19 21
Sandys- - - - - - 962 40 30 67 46
Total - - -} 4,846 194 161 198 1835 “
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«cluded in the account of numbers which is made up to Chriftmas 1799, but the births and
:deaths could not be carried down lower than the end of 1 798,

_ Notwithftanding the yellow fever made its way into this Colony from the American States
iin 1796, and carried off feveral Negroes in one parith, and a very general inoculation took

iplace in others in 1797 and 1798, which muft have added to the deaths in thofe years, yet
ithe births greatly excced the deaths,

It is neceflary to add, that of the adults many, no doubt, fell a facrifice to the Weft India
«climate, or perithed at fea in the courfe of navigation.

The' number of free perfons of colour and of free aegroes is inconfiderable.

T have the honour to be, &c.
Geo. Beckuwith.

‘Enclofure.)

of the 22d March 1800.

Sexes, in and belonging to the Colony of Bermupa, 24th December 1799.

NUMBER of DEATHS.
OF thofe bom | Ofthofe | Of thofe
. . imported into | imported into
Inthe Year { Ini the Year | In the Year |Average of the|in ea‘fh Parifh, each Parifh each Parifh,
1796. 1797. 1798. Three Years. | during the upwards of within
Three Years. | Three Years. | Three Years.
8 3 16 9 27 — -
7 11 16 12 19 — —
I 3 4 3 8 — —
7 16 11 11 24 2 —
- 29 17 12 19 3 — I
18 16 12 15 I 2 2
2 9 7 6 — — —
7 21 22 17 15 — —
18 10 12 13 13 —_ —
97 106 112 105 120 4 3

(Signed) Geo. Beckwith.

e .
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N° g.—Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his Grace the Duke of}_ p.3.E
Portland; dated Dominica, ioth July 1779 )

N 2.—Extra& Minutes of the Houfe of Affembly; - - < 1gth July 1797 - ibid.

Ne 3. Letter from Governor Johnflone to the Duke of Portlaud; 5th June 1798 - p. 4. E.
Ne 4 =—Duke of Poriland to Governor Johnftone; - - - - 18:th O&. 1798 - ibid.

Ne g—Another; "= - - - - -« « - - - - - zift March 1799 - ibid.
N* 6.—Prefident Matfon to the Duke of Portland; - - - - 16th June 1799 - p. 5. E.
(Three Enclofures)
(1.) The Prefident to the Affembly - - - - - - -

. 6,7. E.
(2.) The Prefident and Council to the Commandcr in Chief - PP 0,7

(3.) The Houfe of Affembly to the Commander in Chief - -

N° 7.—Another; dated z2d June 1799: With Three Enclofures.
(1.) The Houfe of Aflembiy to the Commander in Chief
(2.) A& reviving A& for Encouragement, &c. of Slaves
(3) A& for ProteQion, &c. of Slaves - - - - - - « .

N¢ 8.—Another; dated zoth July 1799: With Four Enclofures.
{1.) The Houfe of Aflembly to the Commander in Chief - -
(2.) The Prefident and Council to the Commander in Chief
(3.) Report of the Committce of Council - « - - <« - .
(4.) Report of the Commiitee of Aflembly - - « - o -

pp. 7—17-E.

pp- 1_7-24E.

N° g.~Extral Duke of Portland to Prefident Matfon; - - 26th Aug. 1799 - p. 24.E.
N° 10.—Extrat Minutes of the [Toufe of Aflembly; - - Sept. to O&, 1799 - p.25.E.
Ne r1.~—Extra®t Minutes of the Council; = « - - - D°- - - - - .« p.26E.

N¢ 12.—Letter from Prefident Matfon to Duke of Portland; - 3d Sept. 1799 - p. 28.E.
{One inclofure) : Number of Slaves onthe Ifland - « - - - - < ibid.

"N, 13.—~Another; dated 5 Janoary 1800 : Wit 13 Enclofures.

(1.)—A®& for afcertaining the Number of Slaves- - - - - - p.29.E.
(2.)—Number of Slaves ia the Ifland of Dominica - - - - p-33.E.
(3)—D° - - - - - intheParihof St. Luke- - - =~ - - p.34.
(4)=D° - - - - - intheParihof St. Markk - - - - - p.36.
(5)—D° - - - - ~ iothe Parith of St. Patrick - - - - - p.37.
(6)—P* - - - - - intheParihiof St. David - - - - « p.30.
{(7.)—=D* - - -« < - intheParih of St. Andrew » = « - = P-49.
(8.)=D* - - - - . intheParihof St. John - -« - - - - p.ga.
(9)=D° < - - - - intheParih of St.Peter- - - . - - p.4q.
(10.)=D®* - - - - . finothe Parith of St. Jofeph = « - - - p.47.
(11.}—D° - . <. < . intheParih of St.Paul= = =« o = = P- 49.
(12)=D° . - . - . iothe Parith of St, George - - - - - p-5t.
£{13)=D°- - - - . intheTownof Rofeas - - « - - - P 55-
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(Copy.) N° 1.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his
— Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Dominica, 10th
Near. July 1797.
My Lodd,

BY the packet which arrived yefterday I hed the honour to receive your Grace’s
circular duplicate Letter of the 6th of May, accompanied with a Refolution® of the

Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft, refpecting the Negroes in His Majefty’s *sce p.ar.A.

plantations in the Weft Indies. I will not fail to .avaii myfelf of the earlieft oppor-
tunity of obeying His Majefty’s commands, by communicating the Refolution to the
Council and Aflembly of this Ifland, and recommend:ng to their particular attendion
and -confideration the formation of fuch a fyftem of mealures as may appear to them
beft fuited to the attainment of the feveral important ‘objc&s which are therein {pe-
cified. ’

Your Grace may reflt affured, that while I remain in this Government, I will not
omit to tranfmit to your Grace, from time to time, accounts of the proceedings of
the Legiflature of this Ifland, in confequence of the above communication.

I have the honour to be, &e¢.

His Grace the Duke of Portland, F. Matfon.
&c. &c. &ec. .
(Copy.) ' N° 2.—Extra from the Minutes of the Houfe of Affembly

at Dominica; dated the 1gth July, 1797

A Meflage from the Commander in Chief,

Mr. Prefident .and Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker and
Gentlemen of the Affembly.

In obedience to his Majefty’s commands, fignified to me in a Letter which I have
received from His Grace the Duke of Portland, I fend the enclef:d Refolution of the
Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April laft, recommending to the particular attention
and confideration of your Board and Houfe, the formation of fuch a fyftem of mea-
fures as may appear to you betft fuited to the attainment of the feveral uTiportant ob-
Je&&s which are fpecified in the Refolution, 7 Matfen.

Government Houfe, 13th July, 1797. .

« Jovis, 6° die Aprilis 15 7.
“Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that
“ His Majefty will be gracioufly ;pleafed to give direQions to the Governors of His
“ Majefty’s Plan:ations in the Weft Indies, to recornmend to the refpe@ive Councils
¢ and Aflemblies of the faid Plantations to adopt fuch meafures as fhall appear to them
¢ beft calculated to obviate the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe
« of the Negroes already in the Iflands, gradually to diminifh the neceflity of the Siave

119, Trade,
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Dominica. ® Trade, and ultimately to lead to its complete termination; and particularly, with a

* yiew to the fame effe@, to employ fuch means as may conduce to the Moral and Re-
“ ligious Improvements of the Negroes, and fecure to them, throughout all the Britith
¢ Weft India lflands, the certain, immediate, and active protetion of the Law, and at
« the fame time affuring His Majefty that this [doufe will concur in fuch meafures as
« fhall appear requifite to:be taken by this Houfe for the attainment of the fame object.”

Ordered, That the following Meflage be fent to his Honour the Coinmander in
Chicf. '

The Speaker and Houfe of Affembly to his Honour the Commander
in Chief.

“The Houfe have to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour’s Meflages of the r3th
and 1gth inftant; beg leave to aflure you, that they will take the fame into their ferious
.confideration, and in the mean time will endeavour to get every neceflary information
refpeding the important matters recommended to the Houfe, fo that fuch meatures
may beadopted as may be deemed neceffary to enfure our internal tranquillity, and, as
far as poffible, to proteé us againft thie future efforts of the enemy. ‘

Charles Winfton,

Houfe of Aflembly, 19th July 1797. Speaker.

- (Copy.) N° 3.—Copy-of a Letter from Governor And. C. Johnftone,
S to his Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Domi-
N1 nica, sth June 1798.

My Lerd Duke,

YOUR Grace’s Circular Letter of the 23d April, marked Secret, I' had the
honour of receiving this day ; and likewife the Paper enclofed, vpon the fubje&t of
Negroes.

N fteps have as yet been taken by the Legiflature of this Colony, in canfequence

-of the Refolution.of the Houfe of Commons, dated the 6th of April 1997, Itis

a fubje& which | own has much engaged my attention, but, from the jarring interefts

~of this Colony, 1 have never, fince my arrival, found a proper moment for bringing

{orward the difcuffion of this fubject. . 4
I affure your Grace, that 1 fhall not fail to take the firft proper opportunity of
recommending to the Legiflature the fubje@t matter of the wiic and bencevolent pro-
pofitions fuggefted by your Grace.
1 have the honour to be, &c.

' Andrew Cocbrane Fobnftone.
‘His Grace the Duke of Portland,
&c. &c. &c.

N°4.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland
to Governor the Honourable Andrew Cochrane John-
ftone ; dated Whitehall, the 18th Oéober 17¢8.

I'T is with infinite regret I obferve from your Letter (N° 11.) that no fteps have
been yet taken for improving the condition of the Slaves in Dominica, with a view
to increafe their population, in purfuance of the Refolutions of the Houfe of Com-
:mons on that fubjeét,

(Copy.) No. 5.—Copy of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
a— Portland to the Governor of Dominica.
No. 13.

po Whitehall, 21t March 1799.

_ Sir, ‘

. In obeying His Majefty’s commands, to lay before the Houfe of Commons the
further correfpondence which has paffed between me, and the Governors in the Weft
Indics, in confequence of the Addrefs of that Houle of the 6th of Apsil 1797, re-

fpelting
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fpecting the Negroes in the Weft Indies, I was ferioufly concerned to find myfelf - Dominica,

without a fingle document from the Legiflature of Dominica, to fhew jts difpofition

to'adopt any meafures for the attainment of the humane and falutary purpofes which

‘are the objeéls of that Refolution. _

My regard for the Colonial Legiflature would make me with to abftain from
obferving on a condut fo derogatory from the charaGer of wifdom and liberality
by which, 1 had flactered myfelf, that the proceedings of that body would have been

diftinguithed on this occafion ; but the duty of my ftation will not fuffer me to be .
filent, and I feel myfelf obliged to call upon you to reprefent, in the ftrongeft terms, -

1o the refpective branches of the Legiflature, the very fingular predicament in which
they have placed themfelves, and that it behoves them to confider the confequences
of their remaining the fingle inftance, among all the Britith 1flands in the Weft Indies,
of a Legifliture which has not taken any ftep towards carrying into effet the mea-

_fures recorvmended by the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, which I'was ordered
to tran{imit to you for their information, :

1 cannot however but believe, that they will proceed, without further delay, to take
into their moft ferious confideration the means which may be beft adapted for the
fpfccdy attainment of the objects contained in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons
ot 1797.

The Alts which have been pafied by the Leeward Iflands and Grenada, for this
purpofe, and the provifions made in an A& of the ifland of Jamaica, for limiting
the importation of Negroes into that Ifland to fuch as are of the age of 25 years
or under, and for fecuring the advantages of moral and religious inftrutions to the
Negroes, the meafures alfo which have been propofed by the joint Committee of the
Council and Houfe of Affembly of Tobago, cannot but be felt by the Legifla~
ture of your Ifland as a pratical proof of the foundnefs of the advice contained in
my Letter of 23d April lalt, and as a powerful incentive to their fetting on foot a
Plan for obtaining and fecuring the advantages which muft inevitably refult from

promoting the natural increafe of the Negroes, and improving their condition and
their morals,

I have the honour to be, &c.

Portiand,
{Copy.) N° 6.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his
—_—— Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Dominica, 16th
N 3. June 1799.
(Three Enclofures.)
My Lord,

YOUR Grace’s Letter (N® 15) of the 211t of March laft, to the honourable Gover-
nor Cochrane Johnftone, refpecting the Negroes in the Weft Indies (which had been
thewn to me by the Governor thortly before his departure, with an intimation made b
him at the fame time, of his intention to fend it to the Council and Aflembly) having
been left with other papers by the Governor in my hands, I embraced the earlieft
opportunity of convening the Legiflature, and of fending, at their firft meeting on the
11th inftant, a meflage on the fubje@ of your Grace’s letter, accompanied with a
copy of it, and of fundry Colonial A&s and documents to which the letter refers.

1 have now the honour to enclofe, for the information of your Grace, copies of my
meflage, and of the anfwers of the Council and Aflembly thereto; and I confidently
truft, that the two branches of the Legiflature will give to the fubject of the Letter

that ferious confideration which its importance demands.
I have the honour to be, &c.
7 Matfon.
His Grace the Duke of Portland,
' &c. &c, &c, '
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Dominica,

(1.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 16th June 1799.

(Copy.) : ) . - |
Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker and
* Gentlemen of the Affembly :

Tt is my duty to take the earlieft opportunity of informing you, that his Excellency
Governor Cochrane Johnftone embarked for Europe on the 18th of May latt, and that
the Government of this Ifland has again cevolved upon me, All I have to promife to
the Board and Houfe on the occafion is, an affurance of a faithful difcharge of the
very important truft repofed in me, and an unremicting attention to the general
interefts of the Colony.
~ Among the Papers delivered to me by his Excellency, on the eve of his departure, .
is a letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland, dated the 2ift of March 1799,
refpeting the Negroes in the Weft Indies. The Governor’s fhort continuance
here after the arrival of this letter, I conclude, deprived him of an opportunity of
confulting you on its contents; but convinced as I am that the letter, and the fub-
ject matter to which it relates, will appear to you to demand immediate and ferious
deliberation, 1 have thought it incumbent on me to fend to your Board and Houfe
copies of that letter, with the Colonial A¢tsand other documents to which the_ letter
refers; and I am fure 1 need not add a fyllable to prefs on vou the importance of the
fubje&, or to prove how anxious I am to be ¢nabled to convey the refultof your wif-
dom and confideration on the occafion to his Grace the Duke of Portland, with all

‘convenient difpatch.

Government Houfe, 11th June 1799. - 7. Matfon.

(2.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 16th June 1799.

{Copy.) His honour the Prefident and Council to his honour the

Commander in Chief; dated 16th June 1799.

The Board have to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour’s Meflage to
the Board and Houfe of this day, acquainting them of the departure of his Ex-
cellency the honourable Governor Andrew Cochrane Johnftone for Europe, on the
18th of May laft, whereby the Government of this Colony hath again devolved
upon you.

pOnythis occafion the Board beg leave to affure your Honour of their moft perfe@
convi&ion, that you will difcharge the duties of the very important truft attached
to the high office you now fill with every attention to the general interefts of this
Colony, and the honour of His Majefty’s Government.

The Board allo beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of his Grace the
Duke of Pordand’s Letter of the 21ft of March laft to his Excellency Governor
Andrew Cochrane Johnftone, accompanying your meflage of this day, tegether
with the Colonial Aéts and documents which that letter refers to, on the fubjet of
the Negroes in the Weft Indies. The Board are highly imprefled with the very
great importance of the matters contained in that letter, and, in addition to a very
falutary exifting law, pafled in this 1fland in the year 1788, ¢« for the encourage-
“ ment, protetion, and better government of Slaves,” will take the fubje&t matter
of his Grace's Letter into their moft ferious confideration, and ufe their beft en-'

“deavours to attain as far as poffible the ends defired. ‘With this view, a2 Committee

of the Board hath immediately been appointed, to confider the means which may be
beft adapeed for the fpeedy attainment of the objeéts contained in the Refolution of
the Houfe of Commons of 17g97. On this eccafion the Board cannot help obferv-
ing, that the letter alluded to by his Grace, under date the 23d of April 1798, was

.

never commuaicated to the Board.
) George Metcalfe,
Council Chamber, 11th June 1799, Prefident of the Council,
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(3.) In Mr, Prefident Matfon’s of the 16th June 1799.

(Copy.) The Speaker and Houfe of Aflembly to his Honour the
Commander in Chief,

- The Houfe have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour's
Meflage of this day’s date, and beg leave to exprefs their fulleft confidence of your
faithful difcharge of the very important truft which has devolved on you, and your
Unremitting attention to the general interefts of the Colony.

The Houfe mult obferve on the fubjedt of the letter of his Grace the Duke of
Portland, on the 21ft March laft, a copy of which is enclofed in your above meflage,
that the letter of the Duke’s of the 23d of April 1798, referred to in the above
letter, was never communicated to this Houfe, and they are now for the firft time
made acquainted with its contents by finding a copy-of it in the printed correfpon-
dence which alfo accompanied your meflage. This circumftance will explain the
neceflity the Houfe is under of taking fome fhort time to give to the fubje& of the
above letters the confideration which its importance demands.

Cha* Winfon,
Houfe of Affembly, 11th June 179g. Speaker.
{Copy.) No. 7.—=Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his
—— Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Dominica,
Ne 7. 22d June 17gg.
(Three Enclofures.)
My Lord,

IN my Letter (N* 3) of the 16th inftant to your Grace, I had the honour to
inclofe copies of my meflage to the Council and Affembly, dated the 11th inftant,
relative to the Negroes in the Weft Indies, and their feveral anfwers thereto. It
now brcomes my duty to forward to your Grace the Copy of fome further Obferva-

tions made by the Houfe of Aflembly on the fame fubject, prefented to me yef-

terday.

Tlfe A& which paffed in this Iland in the year 1788, for the encouragement,
protection, and better Government of Slaves, with an A&, pafled in 1793, to revive
and make the former perpetual, I have the honour to inclofe.

' I have the honour to be, &ec.

His Grace the Duke of Portland, 7. Matfon,
&e. &c. &c.
(1.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 22d June 1799.
(Copy) The Speaker and Houfe of Affembly to his Honour

the Commander in Chief.

It is with the deepeft concern the Houfe (by the communication contained in
your Honour’s Meflage of the eleventh inftant) find themfelves fo unmeritedly ftig-
matized by the charge of ftanding in the predicament of being * the fingle inftance,
« among .all the Briti%h Iflands in the Weft Indies, which has not taken any flep
¢ towards carrying into effe the mealures recommended by the Houfe of Com-
% mons,” tranfmiited by his Grace the Duke of Portland, for their information.

The Houfe will ever be ready refpe&fully to reccive, and to take into confidera=
tion any meafure fubmitted to them by His Majefty’s Minifters or the Britith
Parliament ; and would doubtlefs, with alacrity, have turned their attention to the
important obje& tranfmitted by his .Grace, through the channel of the Governor,
bad it been laid before them; but as it never was, they hold themfelves whol.ly. cx-
culpated from the charge of having acted in any manner derogatory to that fpirit of
liberality which will, they truft, ever manifelt itfelf in all cheir deliberations,

We beg Jeave to remind your Honour, that fo long ago as the 1gth day of: .July
1797, the Houfe of Affembly then exiffing received from you (then prefiding in the
Governmrent of -this Ifland) a2 Meflage, containing a Refolution of the Houfe of

Commons, concerning * the adoption of meafures beft calculated 10 obviate the
19. “ caufes

7 g

Dominica,
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¢ caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes already
¢ in the Iflands, gradually to diminith the neceffity of the Slave Trade, and ulti-
¢ mately to lead to its complete termination ; and particularly, with a view to.the
¢ fame effet, to employ fuch means as may conduce to the moral and religious
¢¢ improvement of the Negroes, and to fecure to them, throughout the whole Weft
« India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and aive proteion of the Law, &c.”
To which, by their reply, they engaged to take fuch Refolution ¢ into their
“ ferious confideration; and in the mean time, to endeavour to get every neceflary
‘¢ informaticn refpeting the important matters recorhmended to their deliberations.”
But your Fronour muft well remember the ftate of alarm into which the Colony was
about that time plunged, by the difcovc(;y,of ‘a dangerous confpiracy, which gave
birth to the neceffity of putting the Ifland under martial law, and thereby caufing a
total fufpenfion of all Legiflative bufinefs from the 3d day of June to the 1gth day of
July. The burricane feafon then intervening prevented the Members, whofe places of
refidence were ac a diftance from town, from giving their attendance, and thereby
the Houle from refuming its Legiflative fun&ions. Governor Johnftone arrived in the
September following, and it is worthy of remark, that neither in his firft {peech to
the Board and Houfe, or in any of his fubfequent Meflages, were contained any

‘communication whatever on that fubje®. The Houfe was diffolved on the 26th

day of May 1798, and it was not until the 13th of June that the writs were iffued,
nor until che 17th July that the new eletted Members were convened for tranfalting
Legiflative bufinefs ; when it muft be in the recolle&tion of your Honour, that the
Refolution of the Houfe of Commons formed no part among the matters which
his Excellency Governor Johnftone recommended to their confideration, in his
fpeech addrefled to them on the occafion. The firft communication to the Houfe
on the fubje@t was by your Honour’s' Meffage of the 11th inftant, in which you
ftate the Letter which had been received by Governor Johnftone from his Grace the
Duke of Portland on that {ubject.

. The A& of this Ifland publifhed the 23d December 1488, and fince made per-
petual, intituled, ¢ An A& for the encouragement, protetion, and better govern-
* ment of Slaves,” contains fuch provifions for the amelioration of the ftate of the
Slaves, which we truft will convince His Majefty’s Minifters, that the Legiflature of
this Ifland  has long fince entered into the benevolent views thewn by the Britith
Houfe of Commons, as far as their humanity and wifdom could di®ate; and the
Iftand has experienced the falutary effeéts of that Law, by the happy and contented
ftate of the Slaves. The Houfe, however, in order to evince their readinefs and
defire to add to the comfort and protection of that defcription of perfons, have,
in confequence of your communication to them, named a Committee to take that
law into their confideration, and to report the refult thereof to the Houfe.

The Houfc feel thémfelves fenfibly hurt on finding that the indelicate fuppreffion
of the Duke of Portland’s Letter by his Excellency Governor Johnftone, ﬁas led
his Grace (in their opinion rather precipitately) to attribute to the Houfe the want
of -wifdom and liberality ; nor are they acquainted at the prefent moment with the
exiftence of anv ‘¢ jarring interefts,” or that any fuch “ jarring interefls” ever
exifted, as could have induced them to treat otherwife than with attention and
refpect, the reprefentations of His Majefty’s Minifters,

Charles Winfton, Speaker.

Houfe of Affembly,- 21t June 1799,

(2.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 22d June 1799,

(Copy.) An A& to revive and make perpetual an A& of this
DOMINICA. Ifland, intituled ¢« An A for the encouragement, pro-
« tetion, and better government of Slaves.”

Whereas an A& of the Legillature of this Ifland, intituled,  An A& for the en-
¢ couragement, protection, and better government of Slaves,” is expired, and
having been found highly beneficial to the colony, it is neceffary and expedient to re-
vive and to make perpetual the fame. We, your Majefty’s dutiful, loyal, and :l)ibc-

ent
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dient fubjes, the Governor, Council, and Affembly of this your Majelty’s Ifland of Dominica.
Dominica, humbly pray your Moft .Excellent Majefty, that it may be enacted and
ordained : v
And be it and it is hereby enafted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That
the faid A&, intituled, ** An A& for the encouragement, proteétion, and better go-
s« yernment of Slaves,”. be and the fame is hereby revived, and made perpetual.

Paffed the Houfe of Afflembly this fifieenth.day of March one thoufand feven

hundred and ninety-three, Siman Frafer,
Speaker.
F. Cdllins,
Clerk of the Affembly.

Pafled the Council, ‘in the Council Chamber, this fificenth day of March one
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-three.
Griffin Curtis,

Clerk of the Council.

Affented to this fifteenth day of March one thopfan'd feven hundred and ninety-
‘three, and in the thirty-third year of His Majefty’s reign.
Fames Bruce.

Dominica~—Duly publithed in the town of Rofeau, this fifteenth day of March, in
the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-three.

‘James Laing,
Provoft Marfhal.
(A true copy.)
G. Salton,

Acting Sec” and Reg.
(3.) In Mr. Prefident Matfor’s of the 22d June 179g.
‘Copy.) DOMINICA.

An A& for the Encouragement, Protetion, and better
Government of Slaves.

"Whereas the different A&s of this Ifland, for the government and protetion Proanible.
of Slaves are expired; and whereas it is highly -expedient that a ‘fyltem of
laws for the encouragement, proteéion, and better government of Slaves, founded
on principles of policy, juftice, and humanity, fhould be enated: We your
Majefty’s dutiful, loyal, and obedient fubjetts, the Governor, Council, and Affem-
bly, of this your Majefty’s Hland of Dominica, do humbly pray yourmoft Excellent
Majefty, that.it may be enalted and ordained ;

And be ‘it- and it is hereby ena&ed and ordained by the authority -of the fame,
That every Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer of any Slave or Slaves, fhall feed or g::::::’ Ma-
caufe .to :be fed all fuch Slave or Slaves as fhall be under his, her, or their care, nagers,.&C.
with 2 fufficient quantity of good and wholcfome food, and fhall give them good and of Slaves,
fufficient cloathing, and fhall provide dry and comfartable lodging for them ; and in :.h'" ]“"“;’"J
cafe of the ficknefs of any of the faid Slave or Slaves, the faid Owner, Renter, Manager, fﬁﬁﬁiﬁmf; ?
or Overfeer; fhall provide for the faid Slave or Slaves proper medical affiftance and clothe,com-
advice; and thefaid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, fhall provide within the fortably
boundary of his, her, or their plantation or lot of land, comfortable lodging, whole- l‘ﬁﬁféé’“f
fome food, and medical affitance for all and every old, infirm, and diftempered fser medical
Slave or Slaves; and if any Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer of any Slave or afifancein,
Slaves, fhall negleét to feed and clothe his, her, or their Slave or Slaves; or fhall “‘;‘ of fick-

119 negle &, nefls, withia

Claufe 1,
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their Planta-  negle@, in cafe of ficknefs, to provide for the faid Slave or Slaves proper medical

:)’;."I"‘n"" !f‘."‘: afliltance and advice, and comfortable lodging; or fhall neglect to provide comfort-
«nas Jo. ) N

their faid | able lodging, wholefome food, and medical affiftance for all and every old, infirm,
Slaves; and diflempered Slave or Slaves, within the Boundary of his, her, or their plantaticn

or lot of land, fuch Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, fhall be fined in a fum

not exceeding one hundred pounds, at the difcretion of three or more Magiftraces,

for a neglect of any of the regulations laid down by this claufe; which fum fhall be

ander the penaly of Jevied by warrant under their hands and feals, on the goods and chattels

L100. to be levied by of the ofiender or offenders, and directed to any Conftable or Conftables

diitrefs, and paid into the of this Ifland, and paid into the public Treafury of this Ifland for the
pubiic Treafury. public ufes thereof.

Preamble. And whereas it is expedient, that the Slaves in this Ifland fhould be encouraged, as
much as pofiible, in the cultivation of their grounds, for the better fubfiltence of
. Claufe 2. themfelves and families; be it and it is hereby further enaéted and

Owners, Renters, &c. of ordained by the authority aforefaid, That the Owner, Renter, Manager,
Slaves, fhall allot to each or Overfeer of fuch Slave or Slaves, fhall have the option of feeding his,
?grthccl:’,'t;a‘(’;';“’sf°fﬁl)2'c',d her, or their Slaves, by allowing them a fufficient guantity of good and
and tme for c“k;vmng’ wholefome food, or by allotting to each and'cv§ry of them a fuflicient
thereof, over arnd above portion of land for that purpofe; and certain times for cultivating it,
thole days preferibed; over and above the Sundays and holidays hereinafier preferibed; pro-

vided always, that the faid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, in cafe
under a penalty off.100. the faid Slave or Slaves fhould not have received proper and fufficient
to be levied and applicd as food and nourithment, fhall be fined in a fum not exceeding one hundred
before directed. pounds, to be levied and apprepriated in manner and form, as dire@ed

by the firft claufe of this Aét.

Preamble. And whereas a knowledge of the do&rines, and a due attertion to the exercife of

the duties of the Chriftian Religion, would tend to improve the morals, and to advance

Claufe 3. the temporal and eternal happine(s of the Slaves; be it and it is hereby

Owners, Renters, &c. further enaéted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That all Owners,

&c. fhail, every Sunday, Renters, Managers, or Overfeers, or one of them, fhall, on every Sunday,

el Z“iv;i’&'{; Sl":fs ef:f on their feveral eftates and plantations, and at the moft convenient time

hort them to Ba'ptifm, and Of the day, convene together the Slaves of the faid eftate or plantation,

caufe their children to be for the purpofe of performing divine worfhip; and the faid Owners,

baptized; Renters, Managers, or Overfeers, fhall not fail to exhort all male and

female Slaves who may be unbaptized, to receive the holy facrament of

baptifm ; and all the unbaptized children of Siaves thall, after the publication

of this A&, receive the faid facrament of baptifm ; and on negle@ of the

ender a penalty not ‘lefs pcrformancc of thefe duties, the {aid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Over-

than £.10. nor.more than feer, fhall be fined in any fum not lefs than ten pounds, nor.more than’

4025 twenty-five pounds, to be recovered and approgriated in mmanaer and form
as directed by the firft claufe of this At

o . . - . - -
OC‘“"& 4 And be it and it is hereby further ena&ted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
ﬂ‘:’l‘:;sgcsr‘? That all Owners, Renters, Managers, or Overfzers of ail the Slaves who may be ar-

their Slaves, Fived at the years of maturity, and who may be defirous of entering into a connubial
when of ma- flate, fhall encourage and exhort fuch Slave or Slaves to receive the ceremony of
tél;llr?[l{;: marriage, as inftituted under the forms of the Chriftian Religion ; and in neglett of
marriage; doing fo, the faid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, fhall be fubje& to a fine of
under £.5.  five pounds, to be recovered and appropriated in manner and form as prefciibed by
penalty. the fuft claufe of this Aét.

Preamble. And whereas a relaxation from labour on certain days in the year, and an indul-
gence in innocent recreations and amufements, would tesd to improve the health, and
Claufe § add to the contentment of the Slaves; be it and it is hereby further

Slaves, (Houfe Servants, nacted and ordained by the authority alorefaid, That the Slaves in this
Stock Keepers, and Watch-  Ifland, (Houfe Servants, Steck-keepers, and Watchmen excepred) thall
men excepted) fhall be not be required to labour for their Mafters and Owners on any Sunday

throughout
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throughoqt the year, on Chriftmas-day, New Year’s-cay, Good Friday,
and the fifteenth day of Auguft; and in cafe ary one of the faid holidays

{hould fall. out on a Sunday, then the Wednefday following is to be allowed
fuch Slave or Slaves in lieu of fuch Sunday.

Sunday,

And be it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
That 2ny Slave or Slaves on any Plantation, or in any houfe in the f2id Ifland, are
kereby permitted, by and with the confent and approbation of the faid Owners,
Renters, Managers, or Overfeers of the faid Slaves on each and every eftate and
plantation in the {2id HMand, and by and with a written permiffion of any two Magif-
tratesin any of the towns of the faid Ifland, to uft any inftrument of mufic for the pur-
pofe of dancing, or in the indulgence of any innocent amufement ; provided the faid
dancing and amufements are not allowed to continue after the fetting of the fun,. if in
the town of Refeau, or after eight o’clock in the evening, if on plantations; and in
cale of the non-obfervance of 2ny of the faid regulations, the faid Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfeer, of the faid Slave or Slaves, cr the Confable or Conftables in
the towns of this Ifland, fhall be fined, (that is to fay) all Owners, Renters, Mana-
gers, and Overfers, for negle& of any of the regulations contained in this and the fore-
going claufe, ina fum not exceeding twenty pounds; and every Conftable or Conftables
fhall be fined in a fum not under twenty fhillings, nor ahove five pounds, for negle of
the regulations laid dewn by this claufe, and not preventing and putting a ftop to fuch
dancing, after having received information thereof; the faid fine or fines to be re-
covered, upon convicticn before one or more Juitices of the Peace, and appropriated
in manner and form as directed by the firft claufe of this A&,

And, in order to fecure, as far as poflible, the good treatment of the Slaves, and to
afcertain the caufe of the decreafe of the Slaves, if any fuch there may be; be it, and
it is hereby further enatted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That every Owner,
Renter, Manager, or Overfeer of any Slave or Slaves, on every eftate and planta-
tion in this Ifland, or fome one of them, thall, in the month of January in every year,
deliver in oa oath, before any Juttice of the Peace for this Ifland, a cerdificate of the
increafe or decreafe of the Slaves under his, her, or their dire&ion, how many have been
born, or how many have died, within twelve months previous thereto, and the caufe of
the death of fuch Slave or Slaves, to the beft of his, her, or their knowledge and belief;
which certificate fhall be lodged within ten days after the date thereof in the Secre-
tary’s office of this Ifiand, fur the filing of which the Secretary fhall be allowed the
fee of nine pence currency for each certificate; and if any Owner, Renter, Manager,
or Overfeer, fhall fail to deliver in the faid certificate on oath at the time appointed by
this claufe, he, fhe, or they (hall be fined in the fum of ffty pounds curreat money, to
be recovered and appropriated in manner prefciibed by the £irlt claufe of this A,

Ard whereas it is neceffary to afcertain and fix a proper diftinion in the grada-
tions and locai cenfequences of criimes committed by the Slaves in this Itland, with
punithments annexcd and correfpording thereto ; be itand it is hereby further enated
and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That all and every Slave or Slaves, who
fliall be conviied of the wilful n.urder, or who fhall have been acceflary thereto, of
any white perion, free perfon of cuiour, or Slave, or who thall be convicted of robbing
any perfon, of whatever deicripticn or colour, on the high and public roads of this
Ifland, or who fhall have been acceffary thereto, or who fhall be convidied of delibe-
rately breaking open any dwelling-houte or flore, and robbing therefrom, or who fhall
have been acceffary thereto, or who fhall be conviGted of having fer fire to any houle,
ouihoufe, ftore building, or cane-piece, o5 whe fhall have been acceilary thercio, fhall
fuffer death.

And be it and it is hercky further enalted and ordained by the authority aforefald,
‘That any Slave or Slaves who finil be convictod of having ftruck a white perfom,or who
fhall be convicted of having firuck a free perfon of colour, being his, her, or their Maf-
ter or Miftrefs, or who fhall be cenvicted of a theft or robbery to any amount above
five pounds, or who fhall have been acceffary thereto, or who fhall be convicted of
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Preamble,
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Preamble.
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-way robbery,
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breaking, &c
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-snent as may
feem meet, to
thedifcretion

death, or

breech, as fhall be inflicted upon him, her, or them,
inftituted by the A&
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any attempt-to rob on the high or public roads of this Colony, or who fhall be-con-
victed of an attempt to fet fire to any houfe, outhoufe, 1 cal :
who fhall be convi&ed of breaking open any houfe, outhoufe, “or building, with an
intention of .robbing therefrom, or who fhall have been acceffary thereto, fhall fuffer

building, or cane piece, o¢

fuch other punithment by banifhment or public whipping -on the bare
| at the difcretion of the Court

for the trial of fuch offenders ; -p;ovidcd fuch public whipping

of the Court. do not exceed the number of thirty-nine lathes.

Claufe .10,

Slaves affembiing for mu-
tinous or dangerons pur-
.pofes, and refufing to dif-
perfe by the order of any
white perfon ;

the ring]eadcr. to faffer
death, and the others fuch
puvilbment as may feem

t, to the difcreti f . .
the Coursswen @ .all which punifhments thall-be at the difcretion of the Court inftituted by

the Court,

Preamble.

Andbe it and it is hereby further ena&ed andordained by the authority
aforefaid, That any Slave or Slaves who fhall affemble at-any time for
mutinous and other dangerous purpofes, and who fhall refufe to difperfe
and go peaceably ‘home to their different houfes and plantations when
ordered fo to do by any white perfon whatever, and who fhall be convicted
thereof, the vingleader or principal offender fhall fuffer death, and the
others, according to the gradation of their crimes, fhall fuffer death, or fuch
other punifhments by banifhment or public flogging on the bare breech,
provided fuch flogging do not exceed the number of thirty-nine lafhes ;

this law for the trial of ‘fu'ch offenders.

And whereas it frequéntly happens that Slaves affume the art of witcheraft, or are

Clavfe 11.

what is commonly called Obeah or DoCor Men, and, under pretence of a gift of

fupernatural powers, do influence the minds of weak and credylous Slaves, and fre-
quently'thimulate them to aéts of mutiny or rebellion againft their Malters, Renters,
Managers, and Overfeers, and adminifter certain drugs or potions of a fecret and
generally of a poifonous nature, as well to Slaves as to free people of every defcription;
be it and itis hereby further enaéted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,

Slaves pradtifing the'artof ‘That any Owner, Renter, Manager, and Overfeer of any Slave or Slaves, -

witcheraft, or pretending
.to fupernatural powers, to
be committed to.the public
gaol by their Qwners,

or any white perfon whatever, who fhall difcaver any Slave or Slaves prac-
tifing any of the above arts, and pretending to any fupernatural powers, he
the faid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, fhall caufe the faid Slave or

Renters, &c.

fhall fuffer death, or fuch
other punithment as may
feem meet, to the difcretion

of the Court.

Preamble.

Clanfe 12.
Within tea
days-afier
Slaves are
committed
for crimes
fpecified in
claufes 8, 9,
1d,and 11,
the Marfhal
1 fummon a
Coart and
Jury.

Jury toatterd
onbeing fum-
moned, under
the Penalty
of 334

Slaves to be committed to the public gaokof this I{land, and then and there
to be dealt with agreeable to the twelfth and thirteenth claufes of this A&t;
and upon conviétion of the faid Slave or Slaves of the aforefaid crimes, he,
the, or they fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhmen, at the difcretion of
the Court, by banifhment and flogging on the bare breech, as'to the faid
‘Court may feem meet; provided the fuid flogging do not exceed the num-

ber of thirty-nine lathes.
And whereas the right of trial by Jury,in all criminal cafes, is confonant to the fpirit

.of the Britith Conftitution; be it and it is hereby further enaéted and ordained by the
authority aforefaid, That within ten days after any Slave or Slaves fufpected of

having commiitted any of the crimes -mentioned in the eighth, ninth, tenth, and
cleventh claufes of this A€ fhall have .been committed to.the public gaol of this

Ifland, by the warrant of any Magiftrate, the Provoft Marfhal, or his lawful Deputy,

thall give notice to any five of the Juftices of the Peace then inthe town of Rofeau,
or in the neighbourhood of the faid town, of the trial of fuch Slave or Slaves being
to come on at any time not exceeding three days from the time of fuch notice, -and
fhall alfo cavfe te he fummoned any twelve of the .reighbeuring Freeholders, Leafe-

‘holders, Merchants .and Traders, or refpectable houfekeepers in the town of Rofeau,

who are hereby required to attend, under the penalty of thirty-three fhillings for each
default, to be.recovered by warrant of the Juftices forming the faid Court, diretted to
the Provoft Marfhal, or his lawful Deputy, who is hercby authorized and required
to levy the fame on the goods and chattels of the defaulter ; and in cafe of not finding
fuch goods and chattels, to take the body of fuch defaulter, and to confine him in the
public gaol until he fhall have paid his fine and colts; provided always, that it

thall be.in the power of the Court to excufethe payment of fuch fine or fineson a
' reafonable
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reafonble cafe Jhewn by fuch defaulter; and the Provoft Marfhal fhall ‘be entitled
1o a fee of forty-nine fhillings -and fixpence for giving notice to the Juftices, fum-
-moning the Jury, and attending the Court with a proper crier,

12

And be it and it is hereby further ena&ted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
That any three or more Juftices being met thall conftitute a Court of Record, and
Thall caufe the Clerk of the Crown to .attend, who fhall make .a record of all the
Proceedings againft Slaves, in all cafes mentioned ‘in the four foregoing-claufes, for
arcending which Court, and making fuch record, the Clerk of the Crown fhall be
entitled to a fee of four dollars;; and the faid Court o being met, may proceed to fuch
-trial ; and any fix of the above-mentioned Freeholders, Leafcholders, Merchants, and
Traders, or réfpetable Houfekeepers, being firflt duly fworn, fhall conflitute a jury,
whofe unanimous verdict thall determine the fa& alledged againft the Slave or Slaves
fo to be tried, after having firft heard the evidence produced for and againit.fuch Slave or
Slaves, to all which they fhall give fuch credit as they in their confciences think due:;
and that upon the jury finding fuch Slave or Slaves guilty of .the crime of which
he, fhe, or they ftand accufed, then thall the faid Court pronounce fentence of death
for all fuch crimes as are fpecified in the eighth.claufe of this A&, and .fentence of
death, or fuch other punithments for crimes as are fpecified in the ninth, tenth, and
eleventh claufes of this A&, as to Tuch Court fhall feem meet; provided always, that
fuch Court paffing fentence for.capital crimes or fmaller offences, fhall not‘in any cafe
prefumeto prefcribe modes of “execution, or to infli¢t punithmients unksown ‘to the
laws-of England for fimilar crimes and offences (exceprt in fuch cafes as are.by this law
prefcribed); and in cafe of theacquittal of the faid Slave or Slaves, the fees fhall be paid
by the Colony ’

And whereas a too frequent and troubléfome attendance to try the inferior offences
committed by the Slaves would be‘inconvenient to the intereft of the Planter, Mer-
chant, and others, and it may be neceffary and politic to punifh the inferior crimes
and mifdemeanors of Slaves ona fummary conviétion; be it and it is hereby further
enalted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That every Slave or Slaves who
dhall be convitted on evidence delivered before two or more of His Majefty’s Juftices
of the Peace for the fuid Ifland, of having committed thefts or robberies .to any
-amount under five pounds, -or who fhall be convicted as aforefaid .of attempting to
ftrike, or of .menacing or of grofsly .infulting a white perfon or perfons, -or of
ftriking or of grofsly infulting a frec perfon or perfons of colour, or who fhall
be convicted of having from carclefsnefs and inattention fet fire to any building
-or cane-piece, or who fhall be convifted -of quarrelling, fighting, breeding
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Marfhal’s
fee, 4945 64.

Claule 13,
Three Juf-
tices fhall
conftitute &
Coart.

Clerk of the
Crown to at-
tend.

The Court
may adjudge
death for -
crimes {peci-
fied by claufes
8,9, 10, and
a1, or other
punifhments,
as fuch Court
fhall feem
meet,
Nothing con-
trary to the
laws of En
Jand to be in-
flited there-
by.

Claufe 14,
Slaves con-
vited of
theft, rob-
bery, grofs
infults to
white or free
perfons of
colour, or fet-
ting.fire to
buildings,
&c.

riots, or other offences and mifdemeanors againft the perfons and pro-
perty of the inhabitants of this Ifland, fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be
punithed by public flogging on the bare breech, -at the difcretion of fuch
Jultices of ‘the Peace, provided fuch flogging do not exceed the number
-of thirty-nine lathes.

And be it and it is hereby further ena&ed and ordained by the autho-
rity aforefaid, That no Slave or Slaves within this Ifland, fhall carry
any fire-arms or any unlawful - weapon, without written permiffion from
the Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer of fuch Slave or Slaves, nor
fhall eny Slave or Slaves-prefume to fire any gun, great or fmall, on any
pretence ‘whatever, without leave of the Owner, Renter, Manager, or
Overfeer; -and if it fhould fo happen that any Slave or Slaves fhould

To be punifhed by piblic
flozging  on the breech,
not exceeding -thirty-nine

lathes.

Claufe r5.
Slaves fhall not carry fire-
arms or any unlawful wea-

* pons without written per-

miffios from Owners, &c,
&c. nor fire great or.fmall
guns without fuch leave,

be guilty

of abreach of this claufe, fuch Slave or Slaves, -upon conviétion before two or more
Juftices of the Peace, fhall receive a flogging on the -bare breech, not exceeding

thirty-nine lathes in-number.

And be it and it is hereby further enaled and ordained by the authority
aforefaid, That if any Slave or Slaves fhall be detetted in felling or dif-
pofing of any fugar or fugar canes, fyrup or fling coffeé,. cotion, cocoa,
rum, or molaffes, the fame, together with the {aid Slave or Slaves, fhall
and may be feized by any perfon or perfons whatever, Freeman orvSlaveé
TG an

‘Claufe 16.
Slaves dese@ted in felling or
difpofing of fugar or fugar
canes, fyrup,or fling coffee,
cotton, cecoa, or molafles,
the fame, with f{uch Slaves,

may be feized by anyFree-
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man or Slave, and carried
before a Juitice to be com-
miticd to gac,

Maziftrates or Conftables
may feize canes for tale in
maikets, fheps, &c. Sel-
iers, if fre= purfons, 1o be
fined in 304, recoverable by
diftrefs 5 if Slaves to be pu-
nithed by public fogying.

Provided nothing fhall
extend to prevent Slaves,
with their Manager’s cer-
tificate from digoling of
their own Stock,

Preamble.

Claufe 17.
Slaves refufing t0 give
evidence when calied upon
by Magiftrates, to be
punifhed by public flog-
ging.

tempt, (hall fuifer a punithment at the difcretion of two or more Magiftrates,
public flogging on- the bare breech, provided fuch flogging does not exceed the
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and carried before any Juflice of the Peace, who fhall commit the faid
Slave or Slaves to the common gaol -of this Ifland, and fhall give notice
thereof to the Owner, Renter, Manager, or Qverfecr of the fad Slave or
Slaves ; and on convition of the fuid Slave or Slaves before two or mare
Juftices, the faid Slave or Slaves fhall be punifhed, at the diicretion of the
Jufices, with any rumber of lallies not exceeding thitty-nine; and it fhall
and may be lawtul for any [Magitrate or Conflable to feize or caufe to be
feized any canes expofcd to fale in the markets or frops, or eifewhere, in this
Ifland ; and if the parties do not give a fatisfaCory account how he, fhe, or
they came by the faid canes, if a white or free perfon or perfons, he, the, or
they fhall be fubject to a fine, not exceeding thirty {hillings, at the difcretion
of two Magiftrates, to be recovered by warrant of diftrefs; and ifa Slave or
Slaves, to be publicly whipped, at the difcretion of two Magiftrates, fuch
whipping not to exceed thirty-nine lathes; provided neverthelefs, thatnothing
contained in this clavfe fhall be underfiood to prevent the Sizve or Slaves
of this Ifland from difpofing of the produlticns of their gardens ani flock,
under a written permit figned by the Owner, Renter, Manager, or Over-
feer of the faid Siave or Slaves. "

And, in order that the intentions of juftice in the difcovery of truth
fhould not be fruftrated by the cunning or obftinacy of Slaves; be it and
it is hereby further enatted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That
any Slave ot Slaves who fhall refufc or evade to give evidence when called
upon by a Magiltrate or Magiftrates, either in or out of any Court of
Record in this Ifland for that purpofe, fuch Slave or Slaves, for fuch con-

by

number of thirty-nine lathes.

And whereas the welfare and fafety of the inhabitants of this Colony depends upon

the honefty, obedience, and indultry of the Slaves; and whereas the inferior crimes
of Slaves incompatible with the interett of the Planter, and the internal management
and difcipline of a plantarion, cannot always be conveniently brought before the cog-

Claufe 18.
Slaves difubsving orders
of their Owners, Renters,

.&c. or who fhall rob or

lender others property,
ge guilty of drunkennefs,
quarreliing, fighting, ab-
fence from labour, &c.
without a pafs, &c. punifh-
able at their GOwaers,
Renters, or Managers dif-
cretion by flogging on the
breech, not exceeding 39
lathes.

Owners infliling any
purithment not prefcribed
by this A&, are liable toa
penalty of £.20.

Quarrels among Slaves to
be fettled by their Owners,
&c. in an amicable man-
ner.

nizance of the Magiftrates; be it and it is hereby further enadted and
ordained by the authority aforefaid, That every Slave or Slaves who thall
difobey the order of his, her, or their Owner, Renter, Manager, or Over-
feer, or who fhall rob or plunder the property of another, or who
fhall be guilty of drunkennefs, quarrelling, fighting, negle&t of duty,
abfence from labour, or abfence from ‘his, her, or their plantation,
at any time without a written pafs figned by the Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfeer of the faid Slave or Slaves, fjecifying the day and

.days which is or are intended to be given to the faid Slave or Siaves, or

any other mifdemeanor whatever, fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be punithed
at the difcretion of his, her, or their Owner, -Renter, Manager, or Over-
feer, by confinement or flogging on the bare breech, provided the number
of lathes does not e..ceed thirty-nine ; and the Owner, Renter, Manager,
or Overfeer who fhall infli& any punithment not prefcribed by this A&,
fhall be fubject to a penalty not exceeding wenty pounds current money
of this Ifland, to be recovered by bill, plaint, or information, in any of His
Majefty’s Courts of Record in this Ifland ; and in caie any petty offences.
quarrels, and differences, fhould arife between the Slave or Slaves of different
plantations if the Owners, Renters, Managers, or Overiecrs be not able to
fettle the fame in an amicable manner, then and in fuch cafe the Slave or
Slaves fhall be carried before the neareft Magiftrate, who fhall fettle and

adjuft the fame as to the faid Magiftrate may appear moft agreeable to juftice; and
in cafe the fame cannot be decided by the authority of the faid Magiftrate, then the

offending Slave or Slaves fhali be committed by a Magi

ftrate to the common gaol,

t0 be tried agreeably to the twelfth and thirteenth or fourtcenth claufe of this A&,

And
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And whereas it is Juft and proper that the Slaves fhould be proteted in their Preamble,

perfons from the violence and ichumanity of fuch white perfons and free perfcns of

-colour, who may have no lawful authority over them, or who may exert fuch autho-

rity in an unjuflifiabie cr cruel manner; be it and it is hereby further
enatted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That if any white perfor or
perfons, free perfon or perfons of colour whatever, thall be conviéted of the
wilful murder of any Siave or Siaves, or fhall be acceflary thereto, fuch white
perion or perfons, or fice perfon or perfens of colour, fhali fufer death.

Ard be it and it is hereby further enaed and ordained by the authority
aforefaid, "That any white perfon or perfons, free perfon or perfons of
colour, who fhall be convi€ed of maiming, defacing, or muriiating or
cruelly torturing, or cauling to m=im, deface, inutllate, or cruelly terture
any Slave, fhali be imprifened for a term not exceeding three months,
or fined in any fum not excecding one Lundred pounds current meney of
this Ifland, arid to continue in continement unil the faid fine fhall be paid;

\rl.'hichgnc thall be appropriated in manner dire@ed by the firlt claufe of
this Act,

And be it and it is hereby further enaed and ordained by the authority
aforefaid, That any white perfon or perfons, free perfon or perfons of
colour, who fhall be guily of ftriking or feverely beating any Slave or
Slaves, the property of another, or of depriving any fuch Slave or Slaves
of any property in his, her, or their poflcffion, he, fhe, or they, on being
convited of fuch offence or offences before any three or more Juttices of
the Peace, fhall be fined in any fum not exceeding thirty pounds, befides
making full reftitution of any property ; which fine thall be recovered by

Claufe 1g.
White or free perfons of
colour convited of the
wilful murder of Slaves
thall fuffer death,

Claufe zo.

Free perfons or perfons of
colour convicted of maim-
ing or craelly torturing
Slaves, fhall be imprifoned
three months, or fited a
fum not exceeding £. 100
currency.

Claufe 21.

“Vhite or free perfons
guilty of ftriking or fevere-

ly beaiing Slaves, the pro-,.

perty of others, or deprivd
ing fuch of their property,
fhall, on convi@ion, be fined
in a fum not exceeding
£. 30

warrant under the hands and feals of the faid thiee or more Juftices of the Peace,
directed to the Provoft Marfhal or his lawful Deputy, who is hereby authorized and
required to levy the fame on the goods and chattels of fuch offender or offenders ;
and in cafe of not finding any fuch goods or chattels, then to take fuch offender or of-
fenders into cultedy, and confine him, her, or them in the commen gaol, until he, fhe,

or they fhall have paid his fine and fees; provided always, that this claufe
fhall not be underftood to extend to any perfon or. perfons taking goods
from a Negro on fufpicion or knowledge of fuch goods being folen, or
the depriving the faid Slave or Slaves of any dangerous fire-arms, or torch,
or improper weapon,

And, in order to prote& the domeflic and ccnnubial happinefs of Slaves

be it and it is hercby further enadted and ordained by the authority afore-
faid, That any white perfoa or free perfon of colour whatever, who fhall
take away and cohabit with the wife or wives of any Slave or Slaves in this
Ifland, fhall, on convi&ion thereof before any three or more Magiftrates,
be fubject to a fine not exceeding the fum of fifty pounds, to be recovered
and appropriated in manner and form as is directed by the firft claufe of
this Act.

And be it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority
- aforefaid, That if any Slave or Slaves fhall be convicted ard executed by
virtue of this A&, the Owner of fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be paid out
of the public [reafury of this Ifland the value of fuch Stave or Slaves,
which value fhall be fctiled by the oaths of two credible white perfons,
being frecholders or leafeholders, that knew the Slave or Slaves f executed,
which oath fhall be fworn before fome Juftice of the Peace of this Ifland,
and fuch oath and value to be certified by the faid Juftice of the Peace
under his hand and feal ; provided the value to be paid does ror exceed fixty
_pounds current money of this ifland. :

‘And be it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority
~aforefaid, That in cafc any Slave or Slaves fhall wilfully kill another Slave
or

Provided nothing extends

to the depriving them of
fiolen  goods, fire-arms,
torches, or improper wea-
pons.

Preamble.

Claufe 22.
White or free perfons, &c.
taking or cohabiting with
the wives of Slaves, fhall,
oa conviflion, be finedin a
fam not exceeding £-350

Claufe 23.
The value of Slaves con-
victed asd exceated by
virtue of this A&, to be
patd to their Owners out
of the public Treafury, on
the oaths of two Pree-
holders or Leafeliclders,
provided fuch valuve does
not exceed £.Go currency.

-Claufe 24,
Siaves convidted of killing
cther 8laves, the value of

129
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“fuch {ofs to be paid out of

the public Treafury ; one
‘moiety thereof to the
Owners of the -convifls,

-and the other to the Own-
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or Slaves, and be thereof convicted, the value of the Slave or Slaves fo con-

"viéted fhall be paid out of the public Treafury of this Illand, one moiety

to the Owner or Owners, Renter or Renters, of the Slave or Slaves con-
victed, . and ‘the other moiety to the Owner or Owness, Renter or Renters

.the public Treafury.

ers of the Slaves killed.
Value not to exceed £ 60

of the Slave or Slaves killed, fo as the value of any one Slave does not
exceed fixty pounds current.money; the value to be afcertained by the two

currency. Magiftrates who fhall try fuch offending Slave or Slaves.
Claufe 25. And be it and it is hereby further enated and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
'.X:‘(‘;::’; :.‘“ T hat if any white perfon or free perfon of colour, fhall be convicted of the murder of

any Slave or Slaves, the Mafter or Owner of the Slave fo murdered fhall receive

olour, - ] i i )
victed of the -the full value thereof from the effects of the faid white perfon, or free perfori of colour,

vited of the

" murder of  .which valuefhall be immediately afcertained on the oath of competent perfons, whe
(s)lf;n?;sd‘o; .may have known the Slave or Slaves fo murdered, before the faid Court, whereupon
such Slaves @ judgment fhall be entered againft the offender on fuch conviétion, for the appraifed
.hall be paid value of the faid Slave or Slaves ; and the faid Court are to award execution on fuch

their value
from the ef-
feéts of the
.murderer,

judgment, to be levied by the Provoft Marfhal or his Deputy, in the fame manner
as executions iffued out of the Court of Common Pleas are levied; and in cafe the
.goeds and chattels, lands and tenements, of the faid white perfon, or perfon of colour,
are not equal to the amount of fixty pounds current money for each Slave fo mur-
.dered, then and in fuch cafe the faid Owner or Owners of the faid Slave or Slaves fo
‘Deficiency of effels 1o be murdered fhall be entitled to .receive from the public Treafury as much as
made good by the Public is neceffary to make up any deficiency in the faid fum of fixty pounds; or
Treafory. if the faid white perfon, or free perfon of colour, has no effeits-of any
1f:m0 effe@s, .the Sum of kind whatever, then the Owner or Owners of the faid Slave or Slaves fhall
£-60 to be allowed out of be entitled to receive from the public Treafury, for each Slave fo mur-
dered, a fum not exceeding fixty pounds current money of this 1fland.

tClaufe 26.

And be it and it is hereby further enatted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, -
The Owners

That if any Slave or Slaves fhall be fentenced to banifhment by virtue of this A&, the

}’f,,f},i,‘;i} o Owner or Owners of the faid Slave or Slaves fhall be entitled to receive, as a recom-
banithment  pence for the faid Slave or Slaves, from the public Treafury of this Ifland, any fum
bywirtae of ot exceeding fixty pounds current money for each of the faid Slave or Slaves fo
:2';{3?; ' banithed, which fum fhall be afcertained by twe competent judges, and the fum
‘recompence  Which may arife from the public fale of the faid Slave or Slaves fold by the Provoft
from the Marfhal, or his lawful Deputy, under fentence of banithment, after delucting his
Treafury. fees, fhall be paid into the public Treafury of this Iland ; and in cafe the amount of
' the fale of the faid Slave or Slaves may be above fixty pounds current money, then
,the Provoft Marthal fhall return the overplus, after deduting all legal fees, to the

LOwner or Renter of the faid Slave or Slaves. o
Preamble. And whereas the Slaves in this Ifland, on the different days allotted them for holi-
-days, by virtue of this A&, may become riotous and diforderly, from the abfence of
the Managers or Overfeers of the plantations and eftates in this 1fland, and to prevent
Claufe 27. the mifchiefs arifing therefrom ; be it and it is hereby further enatted and

»Overfeers of Plantations
-abfenting- .themfelves on
holidays herein mentioned,
(Divine Service or military
dsty excepted,) without
Jeave of their Employers,

toforfeit £5. to be recover-
«d by information on oath,
and appropriated as pre-
feribed by claofe 1.

Claufe 28.
“This A& to comtinue in
sforce for three Years, and
Ahisty ddys after meeting of

ordained by the authority aforefaid, That if any Overfeer in this Ifland
fhall abfent himfelf from the eftate under his care and management on any
of the particular holidays hereinbefore mentioned, or on any Sunday (ex~
cept during the time of Divine Service, or his being on military duty)
without leave of his Employer, every fuch Overfeer fo offending fhall for
every offence forfeit the fum of five pounds, to be recovered by in-
formation upon oath before any Juftice of the Peace, in a fummary way,
in the parith where fuch offence fhall happen, to be recovered and ap-
propriated in manner and form prefcribed by the firft claufe of this A¢t; any
law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

Andbe it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority

aforefaid, That this A& fhall continue and be in force for three %;ears
o Arowm
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from the publication hereof, and from thence €]l thirt the Commad
meeting of the Council and Aflembly of th;?fﬁa,,g, Y ‘-5“?‘ afier the then next ;?dﬁaen.
, L C b : A

Paffed the Houfe of Afembly,

thind dey of December, in the ye
one thoufand feven hundred M it enecember, in the year of our Lord

and eighty-eight,
‘ . Fobn Gillo#, - -
Speaker, pro temp. .
Thomas Beech, Junior, - T :
. ‘ , Clerk of the Aflembly. o
Paffed the Council, in'the Council Chamber, this feventeenth day of December,
in the Year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight. "
Griffin Curtis,
: : Clerk.of the Council.
Affented to this twenty-third day of December one thoufand feven hundred and
cighty-cight, and in the tweaty-ninth year of His Majefty’s reign.

. Orde.
c

'Dominica.~Duly publithed in the town of Rofeau, this twenty-third day of De-
cember one thoufund feven hundred and eighty-cight.

W. Pagan,
D.P. M.
{Copy.) 'N°.8.—Copy.of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his Grace
the Duke of Portland. _ :
.No. 10, (Four Enclofures.)
Dominica, 20th July 1799.
My Lord, ' - 71799

I'nave the honour to traifinit to your Grace, Reports of the refpective Commit-
tees of the Council and-Aflfembly, relative to the Slaves in this Ifland, with meflages -
from the Board and Houtt, requefting me to tranfmit them to your Grace.

~ I have the henour to be, &c.
His Grace the Duke of Portland, ¥ Mafen.
- &c. &c, &c, .
~(3.)-In Mr. Prefident Matfony’s of the 2oth July 1799. | .
(Copy.) The Speaker and Houfe of Affembly to his Honour the

Commander: in Chicf, : '
“The Commvittee appointed by *this.Houfe to take into confideration the AQ of
~this ifland, intituled, ** An A& for .the encouragement, proteftion, and betrer
¢ government of Slaves,” and to examine how far that Law goes to embrace the
various objects recommended by the Houfe of Commons, for the amelioration of
the ftate of the Slaves, &c. having made their Report thereon, which report has.been
~confirmed by the Houfe, a-copy whereof is now fent to your Honour, together with -
-the faid°A¢t intituled as above; and alfo* An A& to revive and make perpetual an
*“ A& of this Hland,” intituled, « An A& for the encouragement, protetion, and
* better -government of ‘Slaves;” and requefts that your Honour will be pleafed to
-tran{mit: the fame to his Grace the Duke of Portland, for the information of His
Majefty’s Minifters, ' ‘
’ Thomas Beich,
_ Speaker, pro temp. "
Houfe of Affembly, o
‘18th July 1799.
11p.
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{2.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 2oth July 1799,

{Copy.) 'His Honour the Prefident and Council to his Honour the
B " Commander in Chief.

“The Committee of this Board appointed to confider of the matters contained
our Honour’s Meffage of the 11th of June laft, have made their report to the
Board, whichyafter due confideration, they have approved of. The Board now fend
a Copy thereof herewith to your Honour, and requeft you will be pleafed to tranf-
it the fame to his Grace the Duke of Pordand, His Majefty’s principal Secretary

of State.
Geo. Metcalfe,
Council Chamber, Prefid of the Council.

19th July 1799.

(3-) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 20th July 1799.

{Copy.)
DOMINICA. Report of the Committee of His Majefty’s
Couneil. -

Your Committee, in obedience to your order, having proceeded to the con-
fideration of his Honour the Commander in Chief’s Meffage to the Board and
Houfe of Aflembly, of the 11th day of June laft, and of the papers and communi-
cations which accompanied it, beg leave to premife, that from the peculiar and

local fituation of this Ifland in the vicinity of the French iflands of Guadaloupe

and Marie Galante, and our having ftill among us many who fecretly cherifh the
baneful notions of univerfal emancipation, liberty and equality, diffeminated by the
French revolutionifts, they confider that a general and public difcuffion of the fub-
je& referred to them, would, at this moment, be highly dangerous, and poffibly at-
tended with very fatal confequences. In thus exprefling their fears, your Com-
mittee have in mind the dangers to which the Colony was expofed by the infur-
recion and rebellion which broke out in it in the beginning of the Year 1790, foon
after the fituation of the Slaves had become the objeét of the attention and public
difcuffion of the Legiflature, which difcuffion being grofsly miftated and mifrepre-
fented by evil and wicked perfons, in a very confiderable degree contributed to that
unfortunate event ; at the fame time your Committee are happy to have it in their
power to mark, that the Legjflature of this Ifand have ever been auentive to the
fituation of the Slaves, and to provide for-their protection and camfort, and that
the meafures it adopted for that purpofe many years ago, in a great degree preclude
the necelfity of any Legulative regulations with refpect to them at prefent, except as
hereinafter noticed,  So Tong ago as the year 1788, an AQ paffed the Legiflature
for the encouragement, protection, and better government of Slaves. This A&
was at firft of a limited duration, but being found, by the experience of its effects,
to be a very falutary Law, it was made perpetual by another Act which pafled in

- the year 1793-

By this A& it is ordained, that Slaves fhall be provided by their Mafters with
fufficient good and wholefome food, with cloathing, lodging, and medical .aid and
attendance when fick. It alfo provides for their being allowed to attend divine
worfhip on Sundays, for their being exhorted to receive baptifm, and for their
encouragement to matrimony. It allows themn four holidays in the year, befides
Sundays, when they are not compellabic io do any kind of work. When acculed
of certain crimes they are allowed a trial by jury of free men, and particular pro-
vifions are alfo made for the prote&tion of their perfons, of their property, and of
theif wives. This A& your Committee think unncceffary to ftate more particularly ;
it is on record, and they prefume, in pofleifion of His Majefty’s Minifters.

With regard to the feeding of the Slaves, no iland in the Weft Indies has fuperior
, advantages
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advantages, by its affording abundance of lands adapted {olely for the cultivation Dominica, -

of ground provifions. Not above one-cighth part of the Ifland is under cultiva-
tion, and from its mountainous and broken furface, not more than one-third is fit
“for the cultivation of exportable produce. Hence it has arifen, that almoft every
eftate contains a confiderable portion of land fit only for provifion grounds. On
fome eftates a fufficient quantity of this land is allotted to the Slaves; on others,
the Slaves may have any quantity they are able to cultivate. On many eftates, par-
ticularly thofe of coffee, one day in every weck is allowed them for the purpofc; on
others, one day in every fortnight, and generally in both cafes, a proportionable
allowance of falt provifions is given them. With this allowance, and the provifions
* from their grounds, they provide themfelves with neceflaries of all kinds. Here it

. may be obferved, that the Slaves on all eftates prefer one day in every week, be- .

fides their Sundays, to cultivate their grounds and provide for themfelves, to any
‘allowance of provifions that they can confume. :
Slaves thus fituated, which is very general in this Hland, appear on Sundays and
‘holidays contented, clean, and well cloathed. The induftrious generally purchafe
hogs, goats, and fowls, from the produce of their gardens, and there are frequent
- inftances of their purchafing their own freedoms, and of feveral of them becoming
themfelves Proprietors of Plantations. " Thefe obfervations apply only to the in-
duftrious Slaves. Thofe who are too young, or of too indolent a difpofition to be
entrufted with feeding themfelves (and unfortunately there are too many of the lat-
ter defcription) it has become neceffary to oblige to cultivate provifion grounds on
‘the day given to the others, under the infpection of an Overfeer and Driver.
Thele lands allotted for provifions produce abundant quantities of yams, plantains,
bananas, caffada or manioc, eddoes, potatoes, ocoraes, Indian corn, cale, pigeon

peafe, and feveral fpecies of beans, and pine apples; and the higher grounds produce .
many kinds of European garden ftuff, fuch as cabbages, carrots, turnips, beet root,

lettuce, afparagus, artichoke, radith, cucumber, cellery, and herbs of all {orts,
befides tropical fruits. - All thefe articles in their feafon are brought to the neareft
weekly markets by the Slaves, who there fupply themfelves with whatcver they
may want during the enfuing week. In fa&, your Committee can with truth aver,
that in no country can the labouring claffes be beteer fed, cloathed, and lodged, than
the Slaves of this Ifland are, if they are atall difpofed to be induftrious; and where
they are otherwife; as much attention is paid to their feeding, cloathing, and lodging,
as 1s cenfiftent with making a due diftinétion between the induftrious and idle fervant,
The intereft of their Mafters will always conduce to this line of condu&, were jul-
tice and humanity not even attended to, which your Committee think is far from
being the cafe. The Magiftrates in the different parifhes are the legal and authorized

guardians of the people, Slaves as well as free.—They are empowered 1o hear and

determine complaints of a lefler nature; thofe of a greater degree they have power
to examine, and to commit or bind over the offenders to anfwer for them at the
Court of Grand Seffions of the Peace, where parties and witneffes are. compellable
to attend to profecute, and give evidence on indictments preferred by the public
profecutor, without expence to she injured party.

Many inftanceshave occurred where the Laws for the protectionof Slaves have been
tranfgrefled, and where the offenders, as well Owners as ftrangers, have been profe-
cuted and punifhed : At the fame time your Committee are. of opinion, it would be
advifable, whenever a difeafed, old, or deerepid Slave, incapable of work, is obferved
loitering or begging in the fireets or roads, and found not to be provided with fuffi-
cient food, cloathing, and lodging by the Owaer, fuch Owner fhall be obliged,
on convition, to pay into the Treafury fuch a fum of money as fhall be deemed
neceflary and equivalent to an annuity on the life of fuch Slave, to be paid him

weekly out of the Treafury; that thereafter the Owner fhall not have any claim

or property in fuch Slave, who, as to the Owner, thall be taken t5 be free.

As to the mortality among the Slaves, the Committee are of opinion, that it is not

greater in this Ifland than among the inhabitan® of other countries, in proportion
to their numbers, except among fuch as are recently imported from Africa.  In this
ifland the Creoles and the Slaves, who have beena {ufficient time on the Ifland to be

11g. - accuftomed
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acceltomed tg its climate, are in general very healthy ; new imported Negroes fuffer
on their firft arrival from their expofure to the weather after ‘their confinement during
a long fea voyige on thip-beard ; they alfo fuffer from change of climate, food, and
cfpecially water, andfrom the. fmall pox, and this mortality is chiefly prevalent
ar:no-ng thofe who are imported of an age to have imbibcgi the numerous bad habits,
prejudices, and vices of their country.—To remedy this, the Committee are of

~opinion, that a Law-to prohibit the importation of Slaves above the age of 2§ years,
would be attended with very falutary effects.

* A confiderable number of Slaves muft neceffarily-be wanted for fome years to-come,
as very few if any of the eftates on the 1{land, have been hitherto fully ftocked ; many
are in a middle ftate of cultivation, and the greater part are infant fettlements, which,
from the narrow circumftances and flender means -of the Settlers, are ftocked but
{lowly; plantations of the latter defcriptions muft be abandoned, and the proprietors
ruined, without an -additional number of Slaves for their improvement and’
cultjvation.  This -improvement hath hitherto been much retarded, firlt by
the high -prices the Proprictors -originally paid to Government for the purchafe
of their lands, and afterwards by the many misfortunes the. inhabitants have
experienced during the late and prefent wars, However, your Committee are of
opinion, that from the. healthinefs of this 1fland, and the many refources it poffeiies
for maintaining the inhabitants, . the cultivation of the eftates may be carried on, after
a certain thine, with a fmall annual fupply of Slaves, and perhaps eventually without
requiring any importation whatever; and that it is probable the pumber of Slaves
would gradutlly increae by a regular and affiduous attention to the rearing-of infant
children. ' -

‘Your Committes, therefore, with deference fubmit, that in every refpe the law
of 1788 is fully adequate to anfwer all purpofes for the.encouragement, protectien,
and comfort of the Slaves on this Iand, and that no further law i neceflary, except

An the inftances above alluded to, which .they think may with propriety be adopted
~without much danger from the difcullion of thém., _

(A true copy.) :
: . Lo Gilbers Salton, :
‘Council Chamber, 1gth July. 1759 - : A&, Clk. of the Committee,

(4.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 2oth: July 1779, -
:(Cops.) .DOMINICA,

“Report of the Committee to take into confideration an A&
- of this Ifland, intituled, * An A& for the. Encourage-
- ment, Prote&ion, and better Government of Slaves,”
~and to €xamine how far that Law goes to embrace the

- Variousobjects recommended by the Houfe of .Commons;
for the amelioration of the ftate of the Shives.

TThe Eommittee have proceeded, with all poflible-"diligence, to take into con-
“fideration the Law of this Ifland; intituled, % An A& for the encouragement, pro-
* % tetion, and better Government of Slaves,” and to examine how far that Law
- goes to embrace the various obje&s recommended by the Houfe of Commons, for

the amelioration of the flate of the Slaves. "They have very carcfully entered upon
-the imperant tafk committed to- them, as will be feen by the comparative view in

which they have placed the meafures recommended, with the provifions made by the
- Law of this Colony, -

¢ Inorder,” fays the firft article.  The Legiflature of the 1land ‘of Dominica,
-of the inclofure in ‘the . Duke of :fo: long ago as the year 1788, paffed an A&
Portland’s letter, “‘to obtain -the (which was afterwards made perpetual ) imi~
¢ fullelt information with refpe to - tuled, « An A& for the encouragement, pro-
"% the, prefent fitvation of the Ne- ¢ tetion, -and better goverament.of Slaves;”
' C “* uroes,. ' , -and
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¢ -groes, and at the fame-time to
¢ decide with propriety and effe@
« on the future meafures to be taken,
s« it will be eflential to review and
“ report the proceedings of the Le«
« piflature of Dominica on this fub-
« ject during the laft ten years; to
«¢ -ftate the caufes which have retard-
« ed the.increafe of the Slaves; the
¢ meafures which have been taken ;
‘_.and thofe that, ‘in the opinion of
« the Council and Affembly re-
¢ fpetively, may be taken with a
« profpe@ of fuccefs, for the pur-
« pofe of obviating thofe caufes,”

‘With refpe@® to the obfervation
ftated in article 2d, *¢ As the diffolute
-manners of the Negroes have been
given in -evidence as .a principal
caufe of their deficient population,
it would be effential to afcertain,
whether the Legillature of the Ifland
-cannot hold out fome encourage-
‘ment to marriage, which may tend
‘to counteratt that difpofition which
leads the young women to profti-
:tution 2’ &c.

-

tituled, « An A& for taking the cenfus of
* the inhabitants of the Ifland. and of their

“ Slaves,” which A& appointed Commif- -
fionersto afcertain the populatien of the Co-
lony. The firft return of thefe Commiffioners

has been given into the proper officer ; but as

‘no fecond return ‘has -yet been made, the in-

creafe.is not properly alcertained.

Claufe 4th of the Law.committed to the
confideration of the . Committee, ordains,
“ That all Owners, Renters, Managers, or
Overfeers, of all the Slaves who fhall have
arrived at maturity, and who may be defirous
to enter into the connubial ftate, fhall encourage,

and-exhort fuch Slave or Slaves to receive the

ceremony of marriage, as inftituted under the
forms of the Chriflian Religion ; and in neg-

Je&t of doing fo, the faid Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfeer, fhall be fubje& to a
fine.”

It is however worthy-of ‘remark, that from the unreftrained promifcuous inter-
courfe between:the fexes,:to which the Negroes have been accuftomed in their own
country, they entertain a rooted repugnance to the -ceremony of matrimony, or
rather to the reftraint which the inftitution enjoias ; and that no Inducements (a very
few inftances excepted) can be held out .to them, which can prevail en them to

engage therein.

In “the latter part of article 3.
it is obfcrved, « Whether it may
«not be advantageous to hold out re-
‘wards and encouragements to fuch
‘Midwives as fhall have been particu-
Jarly fuccefsful in bringing children
Ainto the world, and in treating them,
and dire@ing the treatment of them,
for the firft fortnight after their birth?
Should not pregnant women be ex-
-empted from field labour during a
certain period, fay the laft fix weeks
or two-months of their pregnancy;
.and from all labour, -except taking
care.of their children, for the fame
time dfter their delivery. At the
time of delivery the mother can enly
take care of the child, and requires
the affiftance of the father to take
. «are of herfelf ?”

The Committee deem it but juftice to the Plaaters to adduce, as a general pradtice,
that a reafonable time before delivery is allowed; but, from the ftrong conttitution of

<119,

- the

21 E.
-and in the year 1795 they pafled an A&, in- |
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the African and even Creole Black Women,, and the climate being fo much more
favourable for childbirth than that of Europe, the length of time recommended in
this article is unneceflary. Moft plantations have one or more expert Mldlegs;
and where there are none, they employ thofe on a neighbouring eftate, for which
fervice a fum, feldom lefs than a guinea, is given ; and in difficule births, or danger-
ous fymptoms, 2 perfon of the_faculgy 1s fent .for. Wine, -cordlals, ‘and proper
nourithment is afforded, and this practice is fo univerfal, thar the Committee cannot

~call to their memory, in any of the quarters in which they aie refident, a fingle in-

ftance of a Planter who can be charged wirh inattention or negle& in procuring and
affording thefe comforts to their breeding women. This will fet afide the neceffity
of the father having a period of labour remitted him, to apply himfelf to attend the

lying-in woman. Had the, like the wife of the European labourer, no other de-

pendance than what the busband (which appellation they adopt) could afford her, her
ftate would, indeed, be lamentable! The Negroes contemplate in fo fubordinate a
degree the female part of their race, that-on them is laid the tatk of the greateft la-
bour. The hufband (except in very few inftances) pays little attention to _their eafe
or convenience, and would in general devote the time allowed him to idlenefs or

-vicious purfuits.

The following extratts from the Law com-
miuted to the confideration of the Commiitee,
will fhew how far the Legiflature carried their
views to the eafe and comfort of the Slaves,
both in ficknefs and health s .

Claufe 1ft. “ Every Owner, Renter, Ma-,
nager, or Overfeer fhall feed or caufe to be fed
all fuch Slave or Slaves as fhall be under his,
her, or their care, with a fufficient quantity of
good and wholefome food; and fhall give
them good and fufficient cloathing, and fhall

. provide dry and comfortable.lodging for them ;
-and in cafe of the ficknefs of any of the faid
Slave or Slaves, the faid Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfter, fh:ll provide for the
faid Slave or Slaves proper medical affiftance
and advice, and the faid Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfeer fhall provide within the
boundary . of his, her, or their plantation or
lot of land, comfortable lodging, wholefome
food, and medical affiftance for all and every
old, infirm, and diftempered Slave or Slaves;
and if any Owner, Renter, Manager, or
Overfeer of any Slave or Slaves, fhall neglect
to feed and clothe his, her, or their Slave or
‘ Slaves, or fhall negled in cale of ficknefs, to
provide for the faid Slave or Slaves proper
medical affiftance.and advice, and comfortable
lodging, or fhall negle® to provide comfort- -
able lodging, wholefome . food, and medical
affiftance for all and every old, infirm, and dif-
tempered Slave or Slaves, within the boundary
of his, her, or their piantation or lot of land,
fuch Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer
fhall be fined in a fum not exceeding one hun-
dred pounds. at the difcretion of three or more
Magiftrates, for. negle@t of any of the Tegu-
laticns laid down by this claufe.”

The preamble to claufe 2d, declares, ¢ It
s .expedient . that - the _Slaves . of . this Ifland

<fhould



DOMINICA. 23 E.

fhould be encouraged as much as poffible in Dominica.

the cultivation of their grounds, for the better
fubfiftence of themfelves and families.”

Wherefore, it is by the 2d Claufe ordained,
“That the Owner,Renter,Managér, orOverfeer
of fuch Slave or Slaves, fhall have. the option of
feeding his, her, or their Slave or Slaves, by
allowing them a fufficient quantity of food, or
by allotting to cach and every of them a fufhi-
- cient portion of land for that purpofe, and cer-
tain times for cultivating it, over and above
the Sundays and holidays hereinafter pre-
{cribed ; provided always, that the faid Owner,
Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, in cafe the
faid Slave or Slaves thould not have received
fufficient food and nourifhment, fhall be fined
in a fum not exceeding one hundred Pounds,

&c.”

‘The Committee here deem it incumbent on them to remark, that in the article of
pprovifions, the Negroes of this Colony have a very confiderable advantage, by the
means which the country affords to the induftrious of them, of procuring in abund-
ance all manner of ground provifions. The inequality of the furface almoft always
furnithing rowards the extremities of the plantations, particularly thofe parts extend-
ing towards the interior of the country, large portions of ground, which, although
broken and detached, are admirably calculated for and are generally allotted to
Negro grounds or gardens, and which they are allowed to cultivate in quantities
fully adequate to their utmoft wants, and the greateft exertions of their induftry ;
moft eftates affording a mwuch larger quantity of dand of this defcription than the
Slaves can poffibly cultivate. Thefe {pots not only produce the roots, plants, and
fruits immediately requifite for the fupport of the Slave and his family, as the yam
tannier, potatoe, corn, pulfe, the plantain tree, caffava, from which is manufactured
what is in the Colonies called farine, which is ufed as a fubftitute for bread, as well
by the Whites as the coloured people and Blacks, and which is an article fo faleable,
as to form one of our principal ftaple produttions, with the feveral kinds of tropi-
cal fruits, but the various produltions of the European kitchen garden, from the
fale of which in the market on Sundays, the induftrious Slave may and frequently
does derive a fource of wealth, at leaft of comiort, eafe, and convenience. This
fome employ in drefs, feafting, and hilarity, and difplay in oftentatious abundance
~on their holidavs and feftivals; whillt others, more prudent, lay it out in increafling
their live ftock, and fome even thence derive their freedom; become ‘in courfe of
time (and there are feveral inflances of fome who have. attained thereto in a very
fhort period) themfelves Proprietors of land and Slaves, and acquire extenfive for-
tunes. It were to be withed, for the fake of humanity, that people of this defcription
entertained a more benevolent feeling for the clafs from whence they fo recently
emerged : but experience proves the reverfe ; they in general manifefting towards
their own colour a difpofition the moft relentlefs and fevere.

By the .12th claufe of the A, they have
the privilege of trial by Jury for capital crimes;
and punifhment for leffer offences, when in-
- fli¢ted at the difcretion cf the Owner, is by the
_18thClaufe of the fame A&, reftricted to thirty-
nine lathes ; any infringement of which num-
ber, or the inflition of any other punifhment
than what is prefcribed by the Law, is punifh-

- able on'the offender by a fevere fine.
By the 1gth Claufe it is enacted, ¢ That any

white perfon, or free perfon of colour, who fhall
-be
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be convicted of the wilful murder of ‘a Slave,
fhall fuffer death. '

:By the 20th claufe is infli¢ted a punithment
-of three months imprifonment, and a fine of
-one handred pounds on any white perfon, or
free perfon of colour, who fhall be. convifted
: of maiming or cruelly treating a Slave.~—And,

-By-Claufe 21ft, any white perfon, or free
»perfon of colour, guilty of ftriking or feverely
“beating Slaves the property of others, or of
- depriving them of their property, on convic-
ition, are liable to a fine of thirty pounds.

“The: Committee: are therefore 6f opinion, That every obje& recommended has

*been, as far as the circumftances of the Colony render them pradicable, fully an-
. fwered, and are further perfuaded that they fhould be deficient in the duty they owe
to the Houfe, which has committed fo them the prefent important enquiry, as well
~asin what they owe to their conftituents, were they to quit it without fuggefting the

danger which might refult from the difcuffion of the fubje@t. The peculiar fitua-

tion of this Colony with refpett to Guadaloupe, fo.immediately in its vicinity; the
-machinations of mifchievious emiffaries, to which.it is fo fingularly liable, and from

which the moft awful confequences have more than once nearly refulted ; and (the

-circumftaiice muft be recent in the memory of many Members of the Houfe) from
-the mifconception or perverted interpretation.to which the proceedings of the Legif~
Jature may be liable in the courfe of fuch .a difcuffion, and to which tney actually
~were perverted during the time they were .occupied in framing and deliberating
-upon the prefent Law, on.which was grounded a plea for an alarming infurreion,
‘headed by the rebel Paulinaire, who held out to his adherents that the wegiflature of

this Colony wifhed to withhold from them encouragement recommended by govern
ment, and whofe party was at.one time fo formidable as to excite the moft alarm-
ing apprehenfion of the total deftruion of the Colony. Thefe circumftances,
added to the prefent orderly, happy, and.contented fituation of the Slaves, and the
falutary effets of which the Law .for that purpofe provided has been produtive,

render, in the opinion of the Committee, any other regulations, alterations, or further

provifions unneceffary, and induce them to declare, that the Legiflature of this Ifland

-has anticipated the benevolent views of the Britith Parliament, for the amelioration

of the flate of the Slaves, by the A& which the Houfe has fubmitted to their
confideration.

I do certify the aforegoing to be a true.Copy of .the Report
made by the Commitiee, and confirmed by the Houfe.

Tloufe of Affembly, (Signed)  Tho' Beech,

18th July 1794. Speaker.
A true copy taken from the Minutes.this 2 3d July 1799.

(Signed) V. Collins.
' Clerk of the Affembly.

(No. 9.)—Extratt of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Mr. Prefident Maifon; dated W hite-
hall, the 26th of Augutt 17g9. - _

FROM whatis ftated in your Letters (N 3, and 7) and their-enclofures, relative

:to the fteps taken by the Council and Affembly, in confequence of the Refolution

of the Houfe of Commons, of April 1797, and the communications which I.thought
it my duty to make in furtherance of the important obje& propofed ‘by that Refo-
lution, I truft that fuch further provifions will be made by the Colonial Legiflature, -

ing
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ing the population of the Negroes, and thereby gradually diminifhing, and ulti-
mately rendering the further importation of them unneceflary ; and that 1 fhall be
enabled to lay fuch provifions before Parliament at the commencement or very early
in the enfuing Seffion. The A& * for -the Encouragement, Protection, and better
 Government of Slaves,” revived and made perpetual in 1793, contains feveral falu-
tary provifions for promoting the refigion and welfare of the Negroes, which I hope
will be followed up by fuch others as the fuggeftions and documents 1 have. tranf-
mitted, and the confideration given to them, and to the fubject at large, by the Com-
mittee which has been appointed, fhall point out as moft proper and effe@ual,

I fincerely lament (whatever may have been the caufe) that fo much time thould
have been loft in attending to this important queftion ; but after perufing the obferva-
tions of the Aflembly, it is impofiible for me to admic that that Body has been
called upon prematurely, or that it has been precipitately urged to give its attention
to a matter of fuch ferious import, confidering the very great delay which has taken
place in its proceedings in this refpe@t. It is evident from the t{atement contained
in the anfwer of the Afiembly, which is now before me, that this fubjeét was fully and
completely before the Legilature fo long ago'as the 17th of July 1797; and that
it.came recommended to their moft early attention not only by its own importance,
but by the very refpe€table authority with which it originated. Befides, referring
you' therefore to my circular letter of the 6:h of May 1797, tranfmitting and recom-
‘mending, by His Majefty’s dirctions, the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the
6th of April 3797, to the particular attention and confideration of the Legiflature,

E,

I mutt call to your recolleftion your anfwer to it of the 1oth July of the fame year; -

in which you mention, * that the faid Refolution had been communicated to the
¢ Council and Affembly ;** and add « that you will not fail to trapfmit to me, from
« time to time, accounts of the proceedings of the Legiflature of Dominica, in con-
« fequence of the above communication:” It is evident, on referring to the fame
Alaterent, that from the 17th of July 1797, much time elapfed without any fteps
being taken on this queftion, although the matter itfclf was regularly in the pofleffion
-of the Affembly, and was thercfore capable of being proceeded upon by the appoint-
-ment of a Committee, or in any other way moft likely to accomplith the obje&t
dan view, '

{N° ro.)—Extracts frqm the Minutes of the Houfe of Affembly
of Dominica, from the 6th of September 1799 to the 8th of
Oc¢tober following.

‘His Honour the Speaker laid before the Houfe the following Letter from
the Commander in Chief; with an Addrefs from the Houft: of Commmons
to His Majefty ; viz.

Sir,
. 'B1IS Grace the Duke of Portland having tranfmitred to me, by the King’s com-
'mand, the copy of an Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majeity, with a view
.to afcertain the number of Negroes in the Welt India iflands, and having fignified to
me His Majefty’s fpecial commands, that I do, with all poffible difpatch, caufe to be
:prepared’ in and for this Ifland fuch an account as is fpecified, in corformity to the
terms of the faid Addrefs, and that-1 do tranfmit the fame to his Grace without lefs of
time, in order that it may be laid before the Houfe at the opening of the next Seffion ;
I lofe no time in fending to you a copy of the Addrefs, earneftly requetting that you
‘will immediately lay it before the Houfe of Affembly, and that you will recommend
fuch meafures to be taken as may produce the neceffary information from this Ifland,
which I fhall be happy to be-enabled to tranfmit to His Majeity’s Secretary of State
with-all convenient difpatch. ‘
' I have the honour to be, &c.
“The Honourable Thomas Beech, ) 7. Matfon,
- Speaker of the, Houfe of Affembly, Dominica,

3194

8:hO&. 1799,
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17th Scpt
1769

"Bill:

" your honourable Board for your concurrence.

26 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES,

HOUSE or COMMONS.
« Yovis, Undecimo die Fulii 17q9.

« Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefiing
« that His Majefty will be graciouflv pleafed to give direétions to the Guvernors
« of His Majefty’s flands and Plantations in the Weft Indies, to tranfmit an Account,
« fpeciiying, as far as the fame can be made up, the total number of Negroes now
« in each of fuch Iflandsand Plantations refpetively, and the total number of births
« and deaths (on an average of the laft three years); diftinguithing what progortion
« of thofe that died wer= born within fuch Hland or Plantation, or had been im-
« ported more than three years before ; and what number of thofe that died had
« been imported within three years of the time of their death; together with docu-
« ments on which fuch accounts fhall be founded, in order that the fame may be
« Jaid before this Houfe early in the next Seflion of Parliament.”

Ordered, That the faid Addrefs be prefented to His Majelty by fuch Members of
this Houft as are of His Majefty’s molt honourable Privy Council.

Mr. Wilbraham moved, feconded by Mr. Loowndes, for leave to bring in a Bill to
afcertain the total number of Slaves in this Ifland, and the number of births and deaths
for the laft three years, &c.— Agreed to: Leave accordingly. :

Mr. Wiltraham having prepared the fame, he read it in his place, and delivered it

in at the table. .
Mr. Wilbraham moved, feconded by Mr. Lowndes, for the firlt reading.—Agreed,

to, and read. ‘
Mr. Wilbrzham moved, feconded by Mr. Lowndes, for the fecond reading.—

Agreed to, and read.

The Houfe refolved itfeif into 2 Committee of the whole,to take the fams into
confideration : —Mr, Brown in the chair. - o

The Speaker refumed the chair: The Chairman reported the Bill gone through,
and agreed to.—Ordered to be engroffed. '

Mr. Wilbraham moved, feconded by Mr. Lowndes, that the fame be read the third
time.—Agreed to, and pafled. ‘ '

Ordered, That the following Mcflage be fent to the Board of Council with the

- The Speaker and IHoufe of Aflembly to his Honour the Prefident
and Council.’ '

This Houle has three times read, and pafled, a Bill, intituled, ¢¢ An A% for afcer-
“ taining the number of Slaves in this Ifland, &c.” and fends the famie herewirh to

Tbo* Beech,
Houfe of Aflembly, 8th O&. 1749. Speaker pro temp.

No. 11.—Extralts from the Minutes of His Majefty’s Council of the
Ifland of Dominica, from the 1oth Septembsr 1799
to the 11th of October following.

His Honour the Prefident laid before the Board a Letter, which
he had received from his Honour the Commander in
Chief, dated the 11ith inftant; and the fame having been read,
was, with the Addrefs therein referred to, ordered to be entered
in the Minutes ; and is as follows :

Sir, . Government Houfe, 11th September, 1799.

HIS Grace the Duke of Portland having tranfmitted to me, by the King’s com-
mand, the copy of an Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, with a
view to alcertain the number of Negroes in the Weft India Iflands, and having fignified
to me His Majefty’s fpecial commands, that I do, with all poffible difpatch, caufe
to be prepared in and for this Ifland, fuch an Account as is fpecified, in confor-
mity to the terms of the faid Addrefs ; and that I do tranfmit the fame to his Grace

- ' ' without
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without lofs of time in order that it may be laid before the Houfe at the openin

the nexc fefli wns: 1 lo.e no time in fending to you a copy of the Addrefs, carnciﬂybrc-
qucfting that you will immediately lay it before the Board of Council, and that you
will recommend fuch meafures to be taken as may produce the neceffary information
from this  {land, which I fhall be happy to be enabled to tranfinit to His Majefty’s
Secretary of State wita all convenient difpatch.,

‘ . I have the honour to be, &c.
The honourable George Metcalf, 7. Matfon.

Prefident of his Majefty’s Council, Dominica.

HOUSE or COMMONS.
Jovis Undecimo, die Julij 1790,

¢ Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majetty, requefting that

« His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give dire&ions to the Governors of - His
* Majefty’s Iflands and Plantations in the Weft Indies, to tranfmit an Account, fpecify-
¢ ing, as far as the fame can be ma’e up, the total number of Negroes in cach of
« fuch Iflands and Plantations refpectively, and the total aumber of births and deaths
“ (onan average of the laft three years); diftinguifhing what proportion of thofe that
¢« died were born within fuch Ifland or Plantation, or had been imported more than
¢ three years before, and what number of thofe that died had been imported within
« three years of the time of their death,’ together with the documents on which fuch
“ accounts fhall be founded, in order that the fame may be laid before this Houfe
 in the next feflion of Parliament.”

Ordered, That the faid Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty by fuch Members of
this Houfe as are of His Majefty’s moft honourable Privy Council.

His Honour the Prefident reported to the Board, That he had received in the
Council Chamber from the Clerk of the Houfe of Affembly (the Houfe of Aflembly.
not being now fitring) a Bill, with a Meffage from the Houfe, which he now lays
before the Board, and which Meffage is as follows:

The Speaker of the Houfc of Affembly to his Honour the
Prefident and Council.

This Houfe, has three times read, and paffed, a Bill, intituled ¢ An A& forafcertaining
“ the number of Slaves in this Ifland, &c.” and fends the fame herewith to your
- Honourable Board for your concurrerce. :
_ Tho* Beech, Speaker, pro temp.
Houfe of Affembly, 8th G&. 174g:

On motion made, and feconded, ordered, That the faid Bill intituled, «© An A&
 for afcertaining the number of Slaves in this Ifland, &c.” be read, which was done.

On motion made, and {econded, it was unanimoufly refolved That the "8th Rule
of the Board be difpenfed with, and that the faid Bill be read a fecond time ; which
was done accordingly. :

"On motion made, and feconded, ordered, That the faid Bill be read a third time ;
and the fame having been done, the queftion was then put; Whether the faid Bill
fhould pafs or nort, which was carried in the affirmative ; and his Honour the Prefident
was requefted to lay the fame before his Honour the Commander in Chief, for his
aflent thereto. . A

Ordered, That the following Meflage be fent to the Houfe of Affembly :

His Honour the Prefident in Council to Mr. Speaker, and
Gentlemen of the Afiembly.

The Board inform yoeur Houfe, That they have three times read, and pafled, a Bill
intituled, * An A& for afcertaining the number of Slaves in this Ifland, &c.” and his
Honour the Prefident will lay the fams before his Honour the Commander in Chicf,
for his affent thereto. .
' By command,

G. Salton, .
Council Chamber, 11th O&ober 1799. - A&* Clerk of the Council.

'E .

o of Dominica,

11th Oftober
1799.
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E. 28 SLAVE TRADE.-~WEST INDIES.
Dominica. ,
(Copy.) No. 12.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon, to
his Grace the Duke of Portland.
No. 20. -(One Enclofure.)
' , Dominica, 3d December 179g.

The letter My Lord,
herein re- WITH my Letter (No. 16,) of the 11th of O&ober laft, 1 had the honour to tranfmit

ferred to does ¢, your Grace an At of the Legiflature of this Ifland, intituled, “ An A& for afcer-
Witk e ¢ taining the number of Slaves,” &c. and T have now the honour to forward to your
refpondence, Grace the account or enumeration of the total number of Slaves in every Parifh in
but a copy of this Ifland; made by the Commiffioners appointed by that A&.

:liih?ﬁll:ner - The Treafurer of the Ifland has availed him(eif of the carlielt opportunity of
of 5th Jaou. making the Return to me;‘but as the packet is on the eve of its _dcparz,urc from
ary, 1800.  hence, [ am unable to examine or make any obfervations on the Returns at prefent.

‘ I have the honour to be, &c,
His Grace the Duke of Portland, . T Matfon.

&c. &c .&c.

(1) In Mr. Prefident Matfon's of the 3d December 1769.

(Copy.) Numser of Staves in the Ifland of Dominica, taken in conformity to
, the A& of the Legiflature for afcertaining the Number thereof,

Novembet 179g.
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Saint Paul - - || 55 954 8¢ 145 92 26 3l 2 87 | 115
Saint Jofeph -1 70! 977 s 950 81 59 9 4 1] 164 136
Saint Peter - - || 107 €99 939 42 49 3 1 I 195 | 114
Saint John - -' 62 | 903 9C 56 49 1 2 |- - 1237 107
. ! .

Saint Andrew - | 55| 836 877 56 6o 6 2 'l sl 89
Saint David - : 7 424 394 15| 14f- -|- -f: -] 83 73
Saint Patrick - 66 |1,180 || 1,138 49 60 15 2 1] 170 | 159
Saint Mark ., - 33| 488 ) 524 21| 38 4| 1|~ 74| 66
SaintLuke - -1 46| 5530 4931 37| 39 9 4 2| 1061 73
S : : . —_
Total - - i',°69 9574 || 10,458 896 | 808 | 226 30| 15| 1,780 | 1,496

Treafury Office, Dccember 3d 1799.

Alex Maclacklan,
“Treafurer,
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(Cepy.) No. 13.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefideat Maton
to his Grace the Duke of Portland.
(Thirteen Enclofures.)

‘Domisica, sth January 18co.

No. 22.

My Lord,

WITH my Letter (No. 20) of 3d December, T'had the horour to tranfmit to your
Grace the Acccunt or enumeration of -the total number of Steves in every Parith
in this 1{land, made purfuant to an A latelv paffed for that purpoie; fore.errors
‘have.{ince been difcovered in the Commiflioners Returns, which have been re@ifed,
and I am now enabled to forward te your Grace the Commuflioners returns, with a
-general Abftra&, and corret Statement of the whiole, figned by the Lircafurer of the
Ifland.

1-have:the honour to'be, &ec.
' 7. Alasfon.

.His Grace the Duke of Portland,

&c. &c. &e.

(Copy.) An A& of the Legifiature of the Tfiand of Dominica,
intituled, ¢ An A& for alcerraining the nwunber of
« Slaves in this land, and of fuch as may have been
“ imported fiom Africa, within three Years laft
“ paft; and of the Deaths of and Births from fuch
¢ imported Slaves; and alfo the Deaths and Risths of
¢ all other Slaves in the Ifland, during that period.”

P-OMINICA.

Wheress it hath been reprelented by his Honotr the Commander in Chief, that
‘an humble Addrefs hath been prefented to His Majefly, by the Houfe of Commons
of Great Britain, requefting, that His Majelty would be gracioufly pleafed to give
direCtions to the Governors of Fis Majelty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, to tranf-
:mit an Account, {pecifying, as far as the fame can be afcertained, the number of the
‘Slaves in thofe Iflands, and alfo the number of Slaves imported from Afiice within
‘three years laft - paft; and of the deaths of and births frum fuch inpoited Slaves;
and alfo the deaths and births of all other Slaves in the faid 'lands, during that
period. We, therefore, your Majefty’s loyal and obedient fubjects, the Commander
in Chief, and the Council and the Affembly of this Ifland, do enact and ordain:

And be it and it 1s hereby enalted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
That the following perfons fhall be and they are hercby appeinted Commiffi ners in
the town of Rofeau, and in the feveral parifhes of this Ifland, for performing the
duties hereinafier dire®ed and laid upon them; that 1s to fay, for the town of
Rofeau, Robert Reid, John Wardrobe, Henry Conftable, John Lundin, James
Dodd, efquires; for the parith of $aint George, Thomas Court, Anthony Bacon
Richardfon, Croquet Le Grand, and Andrew Jolly, efquires; for the parifh of Saint
Paul, John Lowndes, John Corlet, and Raymond St. Arromant, efquires; for the
parith of Saint Jofeph, Alexander Henderfon, and Thomas Henderfon, efquires ; for
the parith of Saint Peter, Thomas Beech, Jofrph Grano, and Bruno Marceau,
efquires; for the parifh of Saint John and town of Portfmouth, John Trotter,
‘William Wilbraham, and Robert Bell, efquires; for the parith of Saint »ilticw in
the Weft divifion, Hugh Gould, and Patrick Moore, efquires, and for the Ealt
«divifion of the faid parith, Jofeph Burton, and Thomas Simpfon, efquires; for the
parith of Saint David, James Bruce, and Dorigny, efquires; for the parith
of Saint Patrick in the Eaft divifion, Anthony Bertrand, and Pierre Dubocqne,
efquires, and for the Weft divifion of the faid Parifh, Douglas, and

Hill, efquires ; for the parith of Saint Mark, Jofeph Dufaufay, and
Alexander Mac Lean, efquires; for the pa.ith of Saint Luke, Chriftopher kobert,
and John Baptifte Serrant, efquires.

119. 2. And

E.

Prcambre.

Claufe 1.
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-Claufe 2.

Claufe 3.

;Claufe 4

30 SLAVE TRADE~-WEST IIVDIES.

And be it and it is hereby enalted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
That the faid Commiffioners, or fome of them, fLail within tweniy Duays after the

_publication of this A&, iflue their warrant in their refpective diflrifs, in the fol-
Jowing form; viz.

DOM:NICA.
By
Commillioners appointed for afcertaining the
number of Slaves in this Ifland, &c.
To
‘Corflables of the parith of

You are hereby required and commanded, immediately on the receipt hereof, to

fummon all and every the Proprictors, Reaters, or Pofieflors of Slaves, in the pa-
rith of to appear before us at '
.on the then and there to deliver in upon oath, a full and coire&

account or enumeration of his, her, or their Slaves, both young and old, diftin-
suifhing the males from the females; aad alfo ditinguifhing thz number of Slaves
imported from Africa, and boughe by him, her, or them, within three years laftt paft;

and the deaths of, and births from fuch imporied Slaves, within the faid time ; and

.alfo the deaths and births of all cthers his, her, or their Slaves during that period,
-agreeably to an A& of this ifland, for afcertaining: the number of Slaves in this

Iland, &c. laving at the houfe of each perfon fo fummoned a copy of this

-warrant in French and Englifh,

Given under-our hands and feals this

day of in the year of our Lord one
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine.

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That
if any Proprietor, Renter, or Poffeffor of Slave or Slaves, his, her, or their Manager
or Attcrney, fhall negle@ or refufe, after having been duly fumme ned as aforefaid,
and proof thereof made upon oath by the Conftable, to appear tufs. ¢ the faid Com-
miflioners, or fome or cne of them, at the place and time by them appointed,

-and then and there to deliver in upon oath (which oath the faid Commif
fioners, or cither of them, are or is hereby authorized to adminifter) a full and
-correét account or enumeration of all his, her, or their Slaves, in the manner and

form particularly direCted by the faid fummons, fuch Proprietor, Renter, or Pof

{eflor of Slave or Slaves, thall be fined in the fum of fifty pounds, to be immediately
levied by warrant or warrants, under the hands and fzals of the faid Commiffioners. or

fome or one of them, dire¢ted to :he Provoft -arfhal, in the nature of an .execution
outof the Court of Common Pleas, which warrant or warrants the faid Provott wviar-
fhal (hail and he is hereby dirc@cd and required to execute in due manner, and to
pay the faid fine into the public Treafury for the public uies of the colony,

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That
the faid Commifficaers, in taiklyg riic faid account or enumeration, and in making
their Return, fhail make ufe or the tollowing form :
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DOMINICA.

‘NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of . taken in
conformity to the A& for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c;
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And be it and it is hereby enafted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, Claufe 3.

That one hundred and twenty copies of the above form fhall be printed with ail
{pecd, and diftributed among the Commiilioners before named by the Cleik of
the Aflemtly; and that the faid Commiffioners fhall, and they are hereby required
and direCed, within twenty days from the time of iffuing their faid warrant, to com-
plete the fid lift or enumeration of Siaves, and return the fame, together with a
duplicate thereof duly certified under their hands, into the Treafurer’s Office of this
Ifland ; and the T'reafurer is hercby required, as foon as fuch Returns are completed,
to deliver the fame, or the duplicates thercof, to the Commander in Chief, to be by
him tranfmitted to His Majefty’s Minifters.

And
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-Claufe 6, And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority dforefaid, That
A -the Conftables, for -the duties enjoined them by this A&, fhall be paid in the fame
-manner as Conftables are direéted to be paid .for.{ummoning the Inhabitants under

.the Way-warden A of this iland.

Claafe 7, And be it and it hereby enadted and- ordained by the authority. aforefaid, That this
A&, together with the form of the Returns prefcribed, and the Comumiffioners war-
rants, thall be printed at.the public expence of the Colony, and the Treafurer is
‘hereby authorized to pay for the fame. _

"Thomas Beech,
Speaker,.pro temp.

Pafled the Houfe of Aflembly this eighth day-of OQober, one thoufand feven
-hundred.and ninety-nine. _
F. “Collins,
Llerk .of the Aflembly.

"Pafled the Council this éleventh day-of Ottober, in-the ‘year one thoufand feven
. hundred and nincty-nine.
‘G. Salton,
AttingClerk of the Council.

Aflented to-this éleventh day-of O¢tober, in the ‘year -of our Lord one thoufand
feven hundred and nine-nine.
F- Matfon,
Prefident and-Cemmander in Chief,

Deminica 2
Duly publifhed in the town of Rofeau, .this eleventh -day of

‘October, one thoufand feven hundred .and ninety-nine,

Jobn Lucas, A.P. M.
(A true copy.)

G. Saltm, A.S. &R
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(2.

) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the sth January 18co.

‘(Copy.) .
DOMINICA.
NUMBER of SLAVES in theIfland of Dominica; taken in con-
formity to the A& of this Ifland, pafled the 11th Day of Odotcr 1799,
for afccrtam ng tnc Number of Slaves, &ec. &c &ec.
. le 2le Ele | . |2

3 8 s> & o . 3 o
| 5 lagx|dgs|z |E.15 i a4 Ea
LR IR N EEA RN R R PR H L
- < = ScZjmg=] 07 aT |fws|3°8|[80s¢8
and s @ CEElmSE| g (D2 |goglemE|szE
. 45 org-; w T 2 . o o o ! n‘,:"-.—fx.':,'“ba
. U - P RN c .= e S s .E A= N R A
PARISIIES. 2 o .'55;:: :5_5‘ 5 ’gg - il -2;_: S.,:.
3 5 g &»ls eyl 8 € 3 S| E=| =3

. & 5 2 S 8125381] B 2 g 3 A Z

S A Rl < -

_ S -
Town of Rofeau - -}l 1,182 1,456) 1353 | 183 | 75 4 3 2;0 | 276
Saint George = - - -|| 1,863 1,881} 235 165 78 7 4 351 | 334
Saint Paul " - -, -+-|| g6ol 88g 142 90 | 2% 3 2 113 87
Saint Peter - - - - 899 939l 42 49 3 1 1 114 | 19§
‘Saint Jofeph - - - -l 978] 959 81| -6o 9 4 1 137 | 162
St John and Portfmouth go3l goSji . 56 49| 1 2 |- -| 107] 123
Saint Andrew - - - - 836 877! 60| 60| 6 | 2 1 89| 141
Saint David - - - - 424 394). 15§ 4=~ -f{- -|- - 75 83
Saint Patrick - - - 1,239] 1,138 49 6o | 13 2 |1 167 1 1359
Saint Mark - - - -l| . 484] 526 21 33 4 I |- - 67 74
Saint Luke - - - - §53] 493 37 391 .9 4 | 2 73 | 106
. ! .
N° of Proprietors - 1,067 10,326i 10,460 ! 896 | 807 | 225 30 15 {71,523 [ L,750
Total Amount of Slaves, by the above Returns - = - - .~ - 20,786

“Total Amount of African Slaves imported in the laft Three Years - "1,703

Total Amount of African Slaves who have died in Three Years - - 240 } Decreafe 210
Total Amount of Births from African Slaves in the la{t Three Years - 30

Total Amount of Deaths of other Slaves in the laft Three Years - 1,523 } Increa’e 227
“Total Amount of Birtlis of other Slaves in the lat Three Years - 1,750

Trcafury Office, December 1799-

119,

Alesr Maclachlan,
Treafurer.
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13.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the gth January 18oc.
(Cepy.)
DOMINICA.

NUMBER of SLAVES in-the Parifh of S8t. Luxg, taken in conformity
to the A@ of this 10and, paffed the 11th Day of Odcber 17g3, for
.afcerraining the Number of Slaves, &c. .&e.

A S oA o 2

s | g l3.2l5.280F |5 B | 8] ¢

NAMES a 5 |3%2 i'éﬁ 53 |22 |z @AlsEL|(BEA

< : |S8c|Zsz| 55 | Ex 5w t|gBu|8Es

of = 2 |TEEmsE| e g javslestElEnE

5 | & |D¥E[sEZ| SE | SR s B2 P28

PROPRIETORS. - & [E52lr8%] & 2E g = 25| =25

5 Tj [ g‘ 3 ‘g g 3 "g g -3 g e e
= 5 2.2 _8 S - 3 5 3 g [ © 2
|27 2ETal 2 z |3 A 2

5 s

JohnBt*and Picrre Serrant| 100, 53 9 3 2 |- -1 - 4 9
‘Eft* of Adnet P. Laronde| 27 34 I - -4~ -1~ -|- -1- - 4 7
Fraacois Lallemand - - : 8 S i I I . I 3
Eftate of Henry -Grove -| 52 53 B I T I B 8 22
Jaques Mercier - - - 2 3 2 3 2 1 I 2 —
John B® Long - - - 4 6 2 2 |- ~|~- |- - 5 —

" “Veive 'Fontaine - - - ¥ 4 e e ol e e o]~ A 1
TJofeph Bourdain - - -[ 2 3 e |- e e afe -]~ - 1
‘Gabriel Sncock - - -F 6 9 2 |- <l ] <1< <1 a —
‘Williams Renavle - - 17 17 |- - i 1 |- -4 1 6 s
Eft® of Norbert Renault - | 28 23 B I e 2 6
Madame Renavkt - | 4 10 1 1 |- - 2 |- - 2 —_—
Viétoire Manaire - - -f! = - 2 |- - i |- -!- -1- - 1 —
‘Benjamin de la Mar - -i 2h 21 I 4 - - 1 - ]~ - 3
Cavigny de’la Mar - - -| 45 49 - -1 1 - - -~ - 2 13
Jean Molinie - - - -} 1 —_ - -— — — —_— — —_—
Louis Peltier - - - -} 10 3 2 2 |~ =|= a}l- - 4 2
_Jcan Lyonis - .- '!§ 24 13 4 1 - e - -l e - 7 2
Arthur Myler- - - 24 2 - ol <q- - -t - 2 4
Pierre Gruaud & Mad. Granoy 21 17 6 2 1 - -t = 3 1
Betty Le Brun - - - 1 6 — — — — — —_ —
Margarite Tourtin - - g 2 —_ —_— ] - — —_— ] - —
Etienne Bourrg - - - 5 4 S I I T - I
Louis Darroux - - - I —_ —_ —— — — — —_— ] ——
Louis G™ Le Brun - - 6 3 2 |- - 1 |- -]- -]- - I
Naonette Jeannot - - 2 1 1 1 - -] -1- - I —_
Marthie Rolle - - - - 1 1 _— — — — — — —_—
Eftate William Corlett -ff 34 23 e cfe el e ]- - 4 6
Angelique - - - - 1 1 - - 1 - — — -— —_—

Carried over = -l 456 | 398 32 28 7 4 2 62 84
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&
A
&1

—— s e N A f —
f. Sle Bl o 2
4 o 2 .3z ->‘_’ ': < 3 § H
3] A < o ] 3 - - g
: 5 z [afe|ofel g . |E Bl 2=l 23
. n 5 B .Sl ®3s] 2 S& e sSleegle?s
NAMES I ;qug.’w': T m;'° 208 -l "55&
2 = e g'o g, @ € |2 —mlssalygEyg
of < T [2LE|s2E] S™IF Gw 213°=1835.2
s a WMo El=ZE] S e 2Z |x°slF5E|E= ¢
Zol @ egElsei| ca| 5E|Q Bliinlic®
'PROPRIETORS. 3 S o eEz|i52l 25 g R |8 ElAcE|4ATg
= S paad)a ¥ o8 2 &y =] £5] £
) i CEE S EE & -] g <3 3 =T =
;:_‘ o) ' e f 2 o3 S .5 =4 < N E
~ 4 ErZa E| oz 4 s a
[ «© © Z
i
Brought over - -il 456 | 398 32 28 | 7 4 2 62 84
Fean Jaques Le Brun - 1 — -— — — — — — —
:Chriitopher Robert - -l g7 48 2 3 RN S 6 15
Madame Le Roche - -l - - 1 I T T T i _
Madame Cenecover - -} 16 to S I i o 1 —
Eliz:beth Cenecouer -ff = - 2 - 2 — — —_ — .
Marie Louis Cenecouer - = - i - 1 — —_— — — —
Catherine Cenecover =i - - 1 - - 1 — — — — —
Solitude - - - - - - - I —_— — — — — . .
Jn° B* Bermingham - - 5 6 ||, v 3 2 |- 1. - 1 1
FEftate of Deftouches - - 7 9 R N B R . . 4
-Califte Serrant - - -fj - - I —_— — — — — — —
Rofette Lyonis - - - 2 3 i — — — — — —
Jean Laurent Lyoms - - 1 - - 1 —_— — — —_— —
Marie Louife- - - - 1 a2 - |- - -]- -}- |- - n
Pierre Clarole - - - 2 3 — — _— — — _ —
Madame Peltier - - - 2 § - - 1 - =l -}~ - 1 —
‘Madcloneste Lapironee - 3 2 —_— — — —_ — — —
| : o
i 553 | 493 37 39 9 4 2 <3 106
!

Dominica, gth November 1799.

We, the Commiffioners for the Parifh 6f St. Luke, in the Ifland of Dominica, do
hereby certify the within to be a true and full Return, to the beft of eur knowledge and
Belief. '

Chriftopher Ro'bert,‘
Serrant.

119,
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(Copy.) (4.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon's, of the 5th January 1§oo.

DOMINICA. NUMBIER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint Mark, taken in
cenformity to the A& of this Ifiand, pafied the 11th Day of O&uber
1769, for afcertaning the Nwuber of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.

‘ gl 4] o 2
. W g .eiz 8% - Z b ]
g ¢ lzgxlf gm o g 3 5| =
- - = g . =4 —
= ] FE-ane Sy [ . -~
- = 1" stk o & w O ° wv o @ 5
77 Bl w5 © 25 2l 55l 53
CAMT i AR O =0 B 28 |laeS|%za|228
NAMES o 2 IS EIRET =5 EH |ESw|s8g L lgEY
¢ < S o[FiE|lasE| e B3 |15 |55l d
e = : - = A & wo | BE RS G
, - o SPEiwBE| g2 %ong_zu.w;g_bo
PROPRIEZTORS. s 5 B52leB 2] g g |3 g|©oag|®CE
- o 2 &5l 8. 8 .8 o .3 = 5 w 3
2 1 E g = ’a E 2 = 'g 3 o —g s o
2l ENETE2TE2 |2 |5 |4 =
’ =z | el = z
! " “ .
Governor Johnftone - - g 12 = == =le = -1- -t- - 1
Bourdiea and Challer -1 114 g b= -t= 3= =) -l - 18 16
Maine De Raveriere- -1 48 51 I e P T PN, 2 10
Madame Bellot -~ - —} 29 57 5§ |- -1 <} -1- - 7 7
Sorhaindo Duffaufay - -1 106 16 3 f 2. l- |- a 2 7
Jofeph Luke - - - - 11 12 2 IR R 4 3
Pompon Defiroulin - =l 11 14 2 |- |- -]~ |- - I 2
- Alexander M-Bean - - 3 2 - -qj- -1= -}- -1- - 1 1
Madame Pacquer - - .. 6 10 —_ —_ —_ _— — — —
John Louis Bellot - -} 35 36 t 16 2 S 3
X 7
Alexis Gofchet - - - 5 2 b= -le ~f- =t~ |- - I —
Thomas Ketel - - - 2 1 — — — — —_— —
George Titrefil - - - 48 G4 - - 19 |- |- =]- "= 6 .7
Madane Fleury - - -f 6 s | — — — —_ — — —
Jean B Bermingham  -f 27 20 8 |- -~ -f- -]- -1 12 4
Geerge Tive = - - -} 35 33 I - -] et e o] -]- - 4
" Pierre Titre - - - - 9 6 |- -l |- =i~ |- - 1 3
Robert Bavis- .= - - 3. 2 —_ — — — — — —_—
Pierre Carbon - - - [ 1 — — —_— — — —_—
Cicile Petit - - - - 3 1 - - B e I 1 —_
Mont touis Titre - - = - 3 —_— — —_ — — — —
Gul Titre - - - - I 5 _— —_ —_— — — — —_
Charles Melon - - < "1 2 — —_ — — —_— — —
Rofe Simend - - & . 1 a2 — . —_ — — — —
Theotifte Defebaye - - 1 2 - - -f- -] |- - 2 —
Francoiie Titre - - . - 2 —_— — — — — —
Maiie Louife Titre - - i 2 — — — — — —
Madame Laurent Titre - 1 I —_ —_— —— — — — —
Ju° B* Brevetcn - - - I — -_— — _— — — — —
Jean Arfeme - - - - 3 1 — — — — — — —
Bruno Mercier - - -j 33 25 - |- ~1- <{- -/- - I 6E
Jean Jaques Ozon .- - t 2 —_— — — — — —E
Paulin Maflicux - - - I 3 — — — —_ — —_— | —E
Jofeph Pacquet - - -I 3 2 - — — — — —_ —_
Maxime Durand - - 41 1 — — — — —_— — —
Jof. Pleflineaux Fila - -} 4 1 — — — —_ — — —
Jean Marie Duray - -i - - 4 - -1- =}~ |- -}- - 1 —_—
Bouliche - - - - - - 1 — —_— — —_— — — —
484 | 526 21 | 38 4 I |- -| 67 | 74
Soufriere, 14th November 1749. Certified,  Alex M-Bean.

Sorbaindo Duraufay,
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(5.) In Mr, Prefident Matfon's of the sth January 1800.

DOMINICA.
NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parilh of Saint PaTrrck, taken in

(Copy.)

conformity to the A& of this fland, pafled the r1th Day of O&ober 1799,
for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &e.

‘ng.

li ol - ‘ ; -
§ g -’-}'-gu 5.2% « ; =, ‘:‘: é’ TR E
NAMES 2 | % Ju<EisEi S nEls 21.981.08
A e - 3 l2ef Fec| 73 £4 8 gloEn|ii
< ! S8E %205 5% ) 2m |55 E|R2E|8°88
of s | & S |=sE| S DA geFE ESS
; S| & |CEElsEile2 SEis EauPlas
PROPRIETORS. S s t821584| ¢ : Eamf:: PRS- Skt
S 3 JEEfitES) 2 3T G & BT ES
SN N P P -1 I A - P B R B
- @ { i :
|
Bedminfter Eftate - -} 49 s4 4 < - 1 |- -1- -1~ - 8 I
James Hil - - -*-1 2 topo3 e - O U S 3
Tavernier Lafonrd - - ¢o 37 4 6 1 1 ja =i~ =i= = 3
EllieLafond - - - - 4 § - 2 —_ —_— e — —
Frefus Lafond - - - 1 —_— = - — —_ — —_— —
John Beauclair - - - 2 —_ —_ — — — -— —_— —
. Elizabeth Lafond - :ff - - 2 |- 1 — — — — —
Nichnlas Solange - - - I 2 i — — —_ —_ — — —_—
Barbe Juftin - - - - 2 3 - e of- af- =]~ -t- - 1
Mr. Deifol -« - - - 4 5 — — — — — —_— —
Mr. Dahfonfey - - - I 1 — —_ —_ — —_— — —
Cafamire Baron - - - 6 II - I —_ —_ — —_— T
Mr. Brafle - - - - [ 4 - 1 — — — 3 2
Patrice - - - -f- - 2 - 1 — —_— - — —
John Moatgomery - -fi 27 23 2 I —_— — — 7 7
Raviniere - - - - -} II 12 5 3 3 |- -1- - 1 1
Compay Gothard - -} 7 9 r - - -t- |- -]=- = 2
Choliet and Bourdieu -} 65 54 8 1§ |- - 2 1 23 6 .
Nathanicl B'ake -~ - -| 4 2 0. I - — — —_—
John B.Grggoa - - -l = - S I 1 - — — —
Picrre Gally - .- - .-} § 3 - T R e e 1
Picrre Pagefy- - - - 8 7 |- I e L 7 —
Neifon’s Reft Eftate - -} 4¢ 28 | - e I I 3 3
Stowe Eftate - - - - 64 62 - - e o) e e - 8 9 .
John P. Teinefs - - 1 4 -— -— — — — — -
Monimia Philip - - -jp - - 1 —_— — — —_— — — -
Mitcham Eilate - - -§ 100 | 109 | - - -4 - -1=- =1 18 19
Alex' Coldftream- - - 2 2 —_ -— —_ — | - — —
Louis Dubuc = - - - 6 7 - e ale ale e e]le 2
Frederick { vbuc - - - 6 6 — — — —_— — —_— —
Adriaa Dubuc - - - 1II 11 - S Y R AT 4 4
‘Margatha Dubuc- - - 2 7 I- - I e N 3
John Watfon - - - - 1 1 - - e ele elae = 1 M
Brunie- - « = - -l = =~ 3 — — — — — — —
Carricd over = -} 432 | 481 26 43 [ 2. I 83 82
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‘ I s

NAMES - @ - LEE|usEEl 5.l St mlsEblwsE

| 3 B EE IR AR A E R IR

of < s |s8slagE| €3 A3 EeE|8 8 828

p> Zle S5l S I8 sl|lEis|eExsE

2ol A SRS TE| SE| SRS Elicpiew

PROPRIETORS. o — . Bz o 5= 2-': - Zgé zZ%¢ 3

g S |82 5 2E s f1 23| 22

S g EEZ|EEQ -2 g 2 3 =i S g
B o E=813".5 E 3 g = [ &

B Z Z 2| =z Z Z A
< «
rought cver - -l 482 | 481 26 43 3 2 11 83 82
Gatton Eltate - - - 77 gt ll- |- |- -}~ |- - 23 1t
Simen Frafer- - - - 53 sal- |- -1- -¢{- -|- - 10 6
John B. Chopin - - -} 12 4| — — — — — — _—
Fabre and Brunie- = ~ 9 - 1= -1- -{- -|- - I 2
William Pagan - =~ - 51 — —_— — — — — — —
William Falfidle - - - 7 70- 1= -1- -{- =1 -{- - 1
William Cliver - - - 8 3f- |- -1- -{- -|{- - 1 i
William Milse - - - 2| — -— —_— — — — — —
Hugh M<Pherfon and C*j - - 1| — —_ — —_ —_ — —
Hugh M<Pherfon - -l = - 1 — — — — — — —
John F. Bermingham - 63 54 2 2 |~ |- -]- -] 18 10
Mary Noel - - =~ - - - 1] — —_ — — — — —
Rofeanna - - - = = - - 2§ — —_ — -— — — —
Eliz. Noyce - - - 1 I} — — —_ —_ - — —_
Leflie - = - = = == = all- |- -{- =1- -{- -1- - I
Francois Bogard - - - 8 3l- -1~ -1- -{- -1- - - I
Bagatelle Eftate - - -| 34 of- -« |- |- |- - 3 3
Eneas - - - ~ = - 1 2| - — —_— — — - —
Anthony Bertrand - - 50 57 '| 3 S R S S 7 It
Peter Dubocq - - - 8o 71 1 6 t - -{- ~-{-9 14
Louis M. Sorhaindo, fen.fi 142 9° 7 5 4 |- -|- - 5 16
Louis Jof. Sorhainde, jun. ! 6 8 — — —_— . — = .
Eftate of Mrs. Bertiart || 31 L S N e N 2 —
Andre Botro - - = | 3 9 - - 4 4 — — — —_—
Jean Daroux, freeman - i 5 12 I — — — — — _ —
Raymond Mercier - | 4 3= 1= 4= =|- -{- - I —
Minors Larond - - - 20 6l - -~ =]~ <|- - I —
Peter Galiy - - - ° 5t 2 ll — —_ — — — — —
Pierre Gruaud, jun. andC* 12 6 2 —_— — — — — —
George and Louis Botro 28 24 4 |- |- -t- -1- - 1 —
j“".‘i.“chrbrc andChtildien 16 20 — -— -— —_— — — —_—
Minors Canronville - - 18 16 3 (- -1{- -{- -|- - a —_
J. Jaques Lavenaire, F.M. 1 2 P - - 1 —_ —_ — _—
JSRSRU SUS, S

1,239 | 1,138 | 49 60 15 2 1 {167 | 159

Number of Slaves in the Eaft Divifion of the Parifh of St. Patrick, taken in conformity to an
A& paffed the 11th dey of O ober, for afcertaining the number of Slaves in this 1land, and fuch
Slaves as may have been imported from Africa within Three Years laft paft, &c. &c. &c.  And
we the Commiffioners appointed for this Divifion make the prefent Return at Pojnt Mulatre, the

14th November 1799- Pierre Dubocg, Comm’.
Antbony Bertrand, Comm'.

We do certify this to be a corre&t Account of Slaves. Sworn to before us, agreeable to the Summons,
Fames Hill :

Fames Douglas. -
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(6.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the gth January 1800.
DOMINICA.

(Copy.) NUMBER of SLAVES in the Tarifi of S.int Davip, taken in con-
formity to the A¢t of this Ifland, pafied the i1th day of O&cber 1799, for

afcertaining the Number of Shives, &e, &c. &«.

! a .,
I 2w a Q 2
I 2 #
o« L G ‘s —:—: <1 el 8 -
g | § igeslies| 2 | E 2 4 B oz,
3 ] GRS ISR & = © s, -]
5] b 'Hous 2 o = “ s | ue B L2 = .9
- 78 ]COC‘ Mol o= > QG » < e ) ere
I L e NE ) KA o o = e b C [
NAM « I T = [ . ot @ NIO V'L IO W @
« * (- - I 2 S DleS ¥, 25
= < 1t B8l g 5.2 LD S B2 0TS o
< w let 35 253 | g o2 Qo A g9 £l !l o &
of v < >R B Wl 3 i) SlE= S |& = S
= BoflegElEoZt SR g2 |8 8jimL|EFE
. - - Q M - | 3
OPRIETORS s S WS 2EISEEl BE) DB ElA5wlze
] [ by == &= - 2 -
PR ’ = S s Bip &l BT | £l 5| z2s| of
P8 = |Egzlags; <2 E.5 {9 a9 s 3 = g
I 3 523,5~8] & 3 g8 < S <
= o 3 E E=] z 5 -1
B4 2z | & . A M
i [ s

Caitle Bruce Eftate ~ -}t 138 133 7 4 - -0 - -] . -1 26 34

Richmond Eftate -

[
~J
)
-~
N
o
~3
1
]
)
]
L]
'
N
(9%

3

1
KN
~

[¥)
(%)

]

]

[ ]

]

1

1

()
w2

Laing and Dorigny - -
Rofalic Eftate - - - 18| 1134- -}- -{- -|~- -|- -] 18 19
Charles Bert;and - - -ff 68 s34 - -1=- -l-_ -}- -|- - 4 °

Mrs, Danglebern -

*
>
EN

9

'

1]

1

]

'

'

]
£

'

1
»

Bertie Enturlle - - - 14 8- -1 =t -]- - . 2 3

424 | 394 15 | 14 |-o-i- -l - 75 | 83

We do. certify the above o be s juit Return given in to us for the Parith of St, David,
November r6th, 1779
' Loviis D’Origny.

Fames Biuce.
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(7.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the sth January 1800.

(Copy.)
DOMINICA.,
NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parifh of Saint Anprrw, taken in
conformity to the A& of this Ifland, paffed the 11th Day of O&tober 1799,
for aicertzining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.
| g 2ls 5| 2 - g m
g 5o |Bgslagm| g |2 s B4 B
5 | 2 |egE|agg) g s 2 28 B2
NAMES et T |2gk :zé “ g 'é;—,:‘g %?&‘éﬁ?éﬁ
of S | 3 |S8E|REE| 8% |87 |Eeg|dcE|22E
g - 3R ‘3 > e | « C
5 s |822|5T2|%E|LEis E(zslzsl
PROPRIETORS. = | 3 |szzjcéz) g5 |5 27550 E
| § | % |EgE|2sf| 2 |EC (B E| 2s| £<
| o S A S|EE SR ] El 8 - o Ral
2Tz |2 2| AR
w ) . .
Mrs. Nibbs = - - - 32 31 - - § |- =-|- -}- - 3 10
Hatton Garden - -~ -I 81 103 | 10 13 |- -f= <te -1 g0 13
Jofeph Burton - - - 3 4 |- ={- =l- <} |- - I —
Sally, a free Woman - 1 3 1 2 |- -1 |- - ' 1
Madame Marithal - - 3 4 [- =1 -j- <}- -)- -]~ - I
Melvill Hall - - - -1 93 90 8 2 |- -l- -1 -| 19 16
Vauxhall E@ate - - -§ 17 14 4 3 - - 1 |- 1. - 4
‘Londonderry Eftate - -l 113 { 100 3 7 I (- -1- <} 12 12
John Gay Morfon - - 2 — —_— — — _— — — —
Eliza Morfon - - -} 3§ 3 — — — — — —_ ) -
Margaret Morfon - -}l - . | 2 — —_ — — — — } -
Mons’ Luginan Goulain-j - -} 1 —_ — —_ —_ — —~ | —E
Harry Tillot - - - - r o1 |- -1- o= ot -1- -}- - 1
Baptifte Mefle, Freeman - I 2 — — — —_ — - —
Jolin Powell - - - -l 33 70 |- ] <o o) 1o . 3 3
Robert Aberdeen - -} 32 31 |- - ] -]- -fj- - 2 5
Gilbert M‘Pherfon - - 2 2 |- |- |- }- <1 «}- -1 1
Cha:les,a Freeman - -f - - 1 - —_ — — — C— —
James Morfon - - -f 23 30 |- |- -} -} |- - 1 5
Blenheim Eftate = = - 40 39 12 13 2 |- -}- -F 2 8
_I)at. B. MOO]’C - e -7 3; 2" - - - - - - - - - . 2 7
- Abraham Whiteaker -} 18 19 |- - 1 |- -1~ -1- - 1 3
Hampftead Eftate - -] 42 48 |- -l -t- 1- -]- - 3 I
Nicole Bont'f - - - 3 2 - -] ]« -j- -1- - 2 —_—
Lawrence Benuff - -} - . 2 — — — — — — —
Bernard Badle - - -f 4 7 {- ~]- -}- -1- -4- -1- - 3
Charles Fr. lierlet - -} 12 3 2 |- - -] ). -d- - 3
John Fournet - - - 4 4 3 1 I 1 1 b o— —
Michelle Marie - - -1 4 5 1 H 1 Y I 1
Louvis Bouff - - - - 2 — — —_ —_— — _— - —
Poport Marie - - - - 3 3 2 e e . St St o 1
Jofeph Fournet - - - 5 I3 2 |- <V b k. 1. o 1
i
Carried over - - 617 659 48 43 5 2 1 62 104
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DOMINIC A. 41 E,

» 8 o g § - g "g -S 2 » -

NAMES @ s |=<ElsSE| AL | 35| SlesilsT

- < <& _|3E E: @ TlEa |8 w222

PROPRIETORS. K 5 |sEZ|sEijs2 | sels ElZ2sglase

7 |3 |[f8%sedi s | Ef (3 5|72z

o o 3 E 2|18 E ¢ -} § "é 3 o © i~
E“ [-‘ Z Dlg~-.0 5 Z 3 [V E

" RlE E| = z A

Brought over - -} 617 | 659 48 48 5 2 i 62 | 104
Jn® B** De Bois -~ - - 1 3 - =)= - |- =1- -]- - 3
Eftate of Claud Royer -| 10 9 2 2 I |- -|- - 1 3
Tom Charles Royer - - 6 6 1 1 - o= -1 }ae I
- George Bruman - - -l 14 10 ||~ - 1 |- -|- -f1- - 2 1
Jo° B Royer - - -} 33 20 2 2 |- «|= =}~ -t~ - 3
Michael Royer - - - 12 6 2 |- -]~ -f- -1- |- - 1
Eft* Letaing Bruman = -} 18 20 o - |- |- -]~ - 5 4
Polite Fournet - - - 4 6 - -]- -]la |- <} -}~ - 2
Jofeph Auguftine - - 13 18 I |- - -|- -] - 2 5
Madame Le Roux - - 5 11 e ale ale el ola o 1 4

Pierre Letang - - .| - - 4 — —_ — — — —_ —
Nancy Melvill - - - 2 3 1 |- - <]~ <}~ - 1 |
Mary Byron - - - - 1 I I — —_ — — — —
Francois M. Mourillon -|| 36 26 - e <]= 2le s a 6 7
Etienne Laville - - -| 19 14 |- -]« <}~ 1= |- <1< < 2
Madame Le Blanc - -|| 24 35 - =]- -]- -|- -}~ - 7 7
Francois Byron - - -} - - 2 ||~ - 1 —_— —_ — — —
Jean Rhine - . - - 1 — — —_— — —_ — — —
Maria Sufannah - - -} - - 1 - - I — —_ — —_— —
Thomas Vidall - - -| 19 18 2 2 |- -l- <1~ - 2 3
Charles Letang - - -ff - = 4 |- - 2 — — —_ —_— —
Pierre Loyer - - - - I — —_— —_ — — — —_— —
J. B. Manet De Bois -| - - I — —_ —_ —_ — — —
836 | 877 6o 6o 6 2 1 89 | 151

Dominica, November 7th 1799.

We hcreb)? declare, That the above Return comprizes all the Slaves in the Parifh of
Saint Andrew, and thac the fame was taken by us under Oath of the refpective
Proprietors or their Reprefentatives.

119

Fofeph Burton,
Thomas Simpfon,
Hugh Gould,
Pat. B, Moore,

Commiflioners.
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E. 42 SLAVE TRADE-~WEST INDIES.
(8.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the §th January 1800.
(Copy.) '
DOMINICA. A
NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint Joun, taken in
conformity to the A& of this Ifland, paffed the 11th Day of O&ober 1799,
for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.
gl B o 2
g $ 3 *E 2 JS E "2 “§ a § . g
of < S |s8E{3EE| E¥ | Ay |Bss|8 28|82 8
. = 2 o lseEl®3E| <3| 5L R |58 WERTG
‘s vy o Sy o © = g 1o ElZz ©6 |3 w X
PROPRIETORS. o 3 35%,, :;'2'50 = g8y = 2 °E 425
8 | T leEglEF3| e | &7 |2 & §¢| =7
= Q .= .5 - a 5 ] ot
= 2Tl E |2 2 | 4| B
\\ [ «
Robert Seaman - - 41 48 S T N T T R 3
John Wilbraham - - 1 2 - |- <l- «l- -]- = I —_—
Bruno Marceau - - -} 29 23 10 1 S I 6 3
Edward Kendric - - 2 i — . —_— -— —_— — —_—
Frances Hodnet - - -} 29 22 e ele ala | ale o= = 5
Thomas Hunt - - =) 82 fo |- -]- «t- -|~- |- -] 13 20
John Trotter - - - 16 24 - - 2 |- -71- -}- - 2 3
Elizabeth Wallace - - 3 5 I D N T e 1
Nancy Simpfon - - || - 1 — — —_— —_— —_— —_ —
Jofeph Bruffaule - - - 13 8 1 1 S T R 2
Marie Mad'* Houtche - 1 3 - -1{- -1- -/~ -1- ~-f- - 1
Jacque Etienne Michencau - 5 ) - . 1 - e |- - 2 —
Jean B* Girault - - - 7 8 — — — —_ — —_ —
Jean Tigar - - - -l 10 15 1 |- -l -t |- -}~ - 2
Jos. Malagamba - - - 6 6 |- -]- |- «f~- -} |- = 1
Eaftmond Gillittle - -} 10 19 9 10 |o - 1 - 2 2
Mary White - - - -f - - 1 S N I I 1 —
Jofeph Trocard - - -f 22 23 |- -]- |- |- -]~ - 3 1
Guil™ Rabais " - - - 1 2 — — — — — — —
W= Thornton Aftell - -ff 57 6o - -] |- <f{- -1- . 3 I
Eftate of Caftang - -| 23 18 - -{- <]- -l -}~ - 4 2
. Eftate of Euftache Trocard 2 6 PO I P P R I —
RobertBell - - < -§ 27 18 2 4 1 1 - - vi 4
- Guil™ Bonet - - < - 3 3 - - I — — — — —
Jo° B Bruman - - -§ 18 14 |- -}- ~]- -1 -1- - 1 2
Guil™ Dupuis - - - 1 2 —_ — —_ —_ — _— ] —
Magximine Babin - - 2 3 - - 1 — — — — —
Jofeph Ducray - - - 7 9 1 2 |- c =) a]- - I
Eftate of George Horne 40 33 SR IR I S P 2
Hermitage Eftate - -} 42 40 |- - -|- -f{- -1- - 2 5
Jo° B Belhumer - - 1 2 1 1 |- 1 - —_— —
Mount Morfon - - -ff 28 25 I - e~ - I I
Carried over - -Jl 529 | 456 25 24 1 2 (- -] 51 €2
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DOMINIC A, 43 E.

@ - Sl8 5| 2 - 2 - -

7 woeE b les 8 2 S|y &| 22| &3

NAMES s | 3 |E3E|iie| a3 | 24|z BlisE|nas

Gy 5 [ b ) =

PROPRIETORS. s | 5 |SEZsTE|sE| s&(s ElZepase

s | o |[ER%saE| s | E8 | 3| 2|z

& 5 |BE3|eE8!l € £ ls & g°| E-
B oreTele |2 |2 A | &
Brought over - -| 529 | 556 2§ 24 1 2 |- -] 51 62
Sugar Loaf Eftate - -|f 112 97 |-~ -{- -|- -1- -|- -1 3t 32
Henry Froft - - - | 8 1 7 —_ — —_ —_ —_ | -
Germain Ducray - - 3 1 3 I —_ — —_— —_ —_—
Francis Lorial - - -§ 4 § - -j= -f- 4= =]- -1- = 2
James Smith - - - - 2 5 2 2 — —_ —_ —_ —
William Wilbraham - -} 23 26 || - - 1 |- =-]- <] - 1 I
Jo° B Le Corritre - - 7 14 [|[- ~{=- |- =]~ |- =-}- - 5
Garnier Le Corritre - - 6 4 ||~ |~ =] - -} - - 2
Teile Le Corritre - - I 3 —_ —_— —_— - — — —
George Metcalf - - -} 64 50 Il I |- -f{- =-}- - 8 4
Mount Alleyn - - -|l 4§ 37 - |- =]~ =]- -1= - 1 3
William Lee - - - -l €8 €3 |- |- |- - -}~ = 3 5
Louis P.Chille - - - 3 1 2 —_ — —_ — — —
" Pierre Smith - - - - 1 2 - -]- ]a =} |- - I —

Town of Portfmouth.

Margaret Breet - - - - - 4 - -1- ~f{=- «]- -1- - 1 —
Urfule I.e Trange - - 4 10 A et I i R I 3
Hannah Barry - - - - - a2 |- ~t- -}~ -] «]- - 3 1
Robert Bates - - - -fi 4 6 3 2 |- |- «}- - 1 2
Francis Gourde - - - 5 6 —_ _— — — —_ —_ -—
Jennv Morfon - - - - - 2 |- - 1 — — — —_ —
Leonard Ducray - - - 2 3 t 1 |- -{- -1~ -~ - I
Prifcella Simpfon - - - - I —_ — — — —_ — —
Coulfon Moore ~ - - I 1 I I — —_ — —_ —_
Lucy Kenric - - - - 2 I S P I T 2 —_—
George Kiffack - - - g |- ~f- -}~ -] <~ -1- = I —_—
William M*Tigue - - 1 I I I — — —_ — —_
Jenny Dorfet- - - - - - 1 - - 1 — -— -— -— —_
William Car - - - -l - - 3 - = — — —_— —_— —
Jean Louis Le Sieur - - 6 1 - =]a =] el- -f- - 2 —
Cloe Younger - - ~f = - 1 - - 1 — —_ —_— —_ —
903 | o8 56 49 I -2 |- =107 | 123

- We, whofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed, being the Commiffioners named in the before-men-

tioned A&, for taking the Lift of Slavesin the Parifh of Saint Jonw, do hereby certify, That the
foregoing is a correct Lift of the Slaves in the faid Parith, delivered in to us upon Oath by the
refpeQive Proprietors, or where abfent, their Attornies or Managers.

Given under our hands the fixteenth day of November One thoufand feven
hundred and ninety-nine, and in the fortieth Year of His Majefty’s Reign. -

Fobn Trotter. W= Kilbrabam. Robert Bell.
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SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

E. 44
(9.) Tn Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the gth January 1800,
(Copy.) DOMINICA. ‘
NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint PeTer, taken in
conformity to the A& of this Ifland, paffed the 11th day of O&ober
1799, for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.
2lls Els Ble |2 |B 3
- g e i2gm|. 2 g 1 a| 2 ¢ .
2 & 88328 e |55 |f B 93| 27
- - - 3. o I3 K. 3 5 S =
NAMES 2| 5135535 22| 24 |2, 3 sd4(3Es
of K : |S85|a22| 80 | =y |8vE|EcE|E3s
A = g lses|laegi| S5 | 552 &|55%|63
PROPRIETORS. s w ffz&zfSgz| 52 ?':S' s E|lme pzs g
= — 0 2 btof @ Q o o = 7] = = 5 S 3
- : ||EgE|lged| 2 E- |2 &| §~| £
h Qo IR S e 0 S 3 3 o E
T2 2 z |2 A
Bouche, Widow - - -§ 13 6 |- -1- -]- -1~ -1- 3 2
Main Nicola, Widow -| 3 3 - -1~ -]- - .- - - 1
Beech, Thomas - - -| 23 24 1 5 |- e 3 3
Pepe - - - « - - 1 I I 1 —_ | — —_ —_— —
Morelle, Widow - - - 2 10 |- |- |- |- -}~ - 2 4
Byrne, John, his Eftate -} 30 35 4 9 1 I 1 3 3
Margaret - - <« - - - 2 - =l e - e} s]a - 1
Roques, Jean - - -1 39 35 -l - -]- .- 1 13
Boutour, Gilbert - - -} 1p 14 -l =]- -} -la -|e 1
Boutour’s Fftate - - - 25 31 - el ale el ala - 9 6
Regnault, Nicola - - - 1 — — - — — — —_ —_—
Bellair, Motard - - -}l 37 35 § |- ~f=- ~]- -]- -] 12 8
Marceau, Bruno - - -l 3 32 8 4 |- -{- <|- = 8 7
Voizelle, Elizabeth - - 14 15 - -l -] - -]. - 1 2
Delanny, Jaques - - - 6 3 N I T - 3 —E
L’Angley, J. Bre = = -l 22 29 | - - 2 |- -1- - - 7 8
Souqual, Louis - -1 s = =]- <] e]=- ]la |- -] 1
Blanchet, Min? - - . 1 4 —_ — —_— —_— — -— —
Marce_lot. Jofeph- - - 7| 10 1 4 |- -1- -}- - 1 1
Schmit, Jean'- - - .} 27 19 3 |- -1|- - |- - 2 2E
Taillendier,L.the younger - 3 - -1 - -t |- o] - 1
Foy, Widow - - - -} 33 2 10 1 H - |- -t 1 4
Weth, Martial - - -l 39 36 - ele ale Ve -t a . 3 3
Raby, Jofeph- « - - i I -_— —_ — _ | e — —
St. Ville, Gilbert - - - 19 13 - e le =} eale a2 1 5
. Berfagee, Widow- - - 17 16 |- - - -|o ofa - I 8
Briolland, Renaule - - 9 9 (- -t~ |- -}- -]- - 2 3
Vergee, Joleph - - - 1 |- — — — — — —_— - E
Motard, Pierre - - - 6 10 —_ | - — —_ — - -—
Pezeron, Widow - - - 2 4 o e el al- ai- le - I
Micheneau, J. Jaques -} 13 14 - =f« =|= «}- -}« a 2 . 4
Houelche Modefte, dec? 7 9 S I I R T 4
Milard, Leger - - - R - =]- =t a}- )2 -] -] —E
Tallandier, Pierre - - 3 3 — — —_ — — -— —
Fanconier, Frs, jun, - - -]- - - 1 — —_— — — —_—
Carried over - -|| 453 | 4,5 33 27 . IR . o3 v

e}

»
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DDOMINICA. 45 E.
. & . E18 & 2 2 "
a2 |255158k| 2 e85 £, 95|58
NAMES RN P HES AR R E I LI L
of S | 3 |BE8E|2EE| 87 |y |3vE|EzE|E25
Sl 08 |spilsgE{ 28 |sE |2 &|E&%|ER
PROPRIETORS. 2 s |ssz|lofz| 58| ;3|8 ZlavRlas
. g = |2 DdBa B 288y 5| 25| =%
£ | 8 |5&3|6558|8 |5 (g & E° E°
= Z gl4 w2 Z 3. A a
< el & Z
o 3 -

Brought over - -l 453 | 435 | 33 | 27 2 1 1 | 63 | g6
Brulicav, Widow - -}l 17 17 - -}- |- -}« -]« - 4 g -
Bioche, John B - - 4 3 ] - — — — — -— —E
De Vallons, Beautour, Eﬂ' 22 24 2 |- - 1t |- -]1- - 9 2
Dupare, Coupee - - - 1 — e — — —_ — -— —E
Taillardier, Louis | - =i 4 gt e e ol o]e -]la -}a- - 1
Serafire, free Negrefs -l - - 3 — —_ —_ — — — —
Norman, Mads Eft* - - ] 1 wle el e ale e -be - 2
Grare, Jacob - - - - 1 3 - -~ -}- «]- -}- -]- - 2
Pichaud, Widow - - -}l 7 7 0 «f=- -1- |- -} |- - 1
Garnier, Widow - - - 2 4 — —_— —_— — — — —
Chavaroche, Louis - - I — — — — — —_— — —
Fauconier, Charles - - 3 3 l- -|- -{- -1- =-|- - I —
Bourgois, Marie Agnes -ff = =-| .1 — — —_— — —_ — —
Rachel, a free Negrefs -ff = - 1 —_— | - — — — — —
Rozey, Pierre - < - 16 28 || - - I |- 2] |- - 6 2
Blondel, Apn - - - - 2 2 — — - —_— — — -—
Blondel, Zabet - - -} - -~ 2 - —_— — -— — — —
Vachee, Hillaire - - -} § 6 (|- -|- - el f- e - 2
-Grano, Jofeph - - -f 7 8 jl-.- ) RS R I 1
Toureau, Bernardine - - 1 2 - - e |- -] - 1 —_—
‘Vachee, Louis - - - 3 2 —_ —_— — — _— -
-Grare, Plerre - - =« - 2 1 — —_— —_ — — — —
Cafett, Stephen - - - = = I —_— —_ — —_— — —_ —E

~Carell, George - - -] 2 4 (- -{- |- |- -}- |- =~ 1
Vachee, Marie - = - 1 1 — — —_— —_— -— _— —
Grefle, Jaques - - - 8 6 |- -1- -|- -|- - -l -1 2
Dourneaux, Jofeph - -f 8 12 | - - - - |- -]- - sE
Blanchet, Francois - -fj - - 1 - «f= =} -fj= =-1- - 3 —
Chaporie = - - - - 2 2 —_ — — —_ —_— — —_—
Romaine, Romaine - - 6 6 D I A e 2
Verge, Regadone - - 3 5 - - S I R R 2
Melfe, Urfule -~ - - 1 1 —_— — — — —_— — —_
Biondel, Marie Ann - - 4 ¥ 1 -— -— — —_— — —
Pachquel, Mrs. - - - 8 4 -— — —_— —_ — —_ —_—
Milliad, Widow - - - 3 X — - - — — —_ —
Euphrazmc - - E I 3 — -— e — - -—
Delome and Menain, W’xd0wsé 12 | 13 I EE e T 1 I
Main, Mrs. and Dan. Pacquet]  § g t- =j- -|- |~ ~-|- - - 1
Blondel, Mary Jofeph -fi - - 'y -— — — — —_— - —_—
Marccau, Mary Jofeph -f - - o |- -l- ]2 e =712 - = 1
Foy, Mad™ - - - -} 7 | a1 |- 14 |- -|- - 6 4
Elizabeth, a free Woman: 2 2 ela afa o] |- |- = 2 E
Antoine, a free Negroe -| 2 4 — -— —_ - — —_— —_

Carried over - -i 634 | 673 36 7 42 3 1 | g4 ' 138
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E.

SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

46

o s |8.5|2 .8 3 £ |& 4| 8 g
NAMES w | W 11%E 1568 | 2513 2lexs|358
3 + |35%|56:| 52 | EZ |fwi|835(85%
of I3 |Essasn) gy | ST |ATEEES £ =3
PROPRIETORS. s S loE2|%¢z LN Ak ElZsFiee
3 S 28z 3 2E |y g 23| z3
& S |EE2|EE3| ¢ E- g €| BT =T

61z %|27=l2 |% 2 | % | "

© «

Brought over = -|| 634 673 36 42 3 1 1 94 | 138
€Corpel, Gardee - - -| 32 a5 |- -1- -{- -|- -|- - 4 16
Long, Mrs. - = = -j 1I 17 - -1- - “l- -1- |- - I
Parfonage, Widow - -f 12 11 1 — — — — — —
Perrier, Emelie « - - 1 — — — — — — —_— —
Lambert, judie -. = -} - -|- -}~ = 2 — — — —
Perrier, Mons' - - - 16 10 1l «]- |- =}{- =-1- - 6
Rofalie - - - = = 1 3 - =t =f- =)= -1 - 2
Blanchet, John B* - - 1 1 —_ — — — —_ — | -
Pezeron, Md. Nicola - a2 6 - - 2 — — _— — —
Marie, Lovife - = -f- - i - - I — —_— — — —
Delanny, Widow - -} 3 4 - -1- -1- -1 - - 2 2 FE
Catois, Monville = - -1 3 e - 1= -4 =f{- -1 - 1 E
Melville, John - - - I |- =-l- - 1 — —_— — —_ —
Pournaux, J. J. - = - 2 s - -|- |- -{- |- - a 1 E
Robin, J. B', Eftate of -| 17. 13 1 1 SR IR AU 2 4
Fermin, a free Negro - 1 2 — — —_— — — —_—
Blondel, Sufan - - -f I 6 - -4- - ={- |- -|- - I
Jean Boidore, a freeNegroj 1 1 1 — — — — —_— —
Robin, Moudifir - - -} 16 22 f {= 1= <}- <1- - 1 1
Dubug, J. B. Maurice -| 33 27 t |- -1- -1- -1{- - 1 7
Blondel, Bazil - - -f - - X — — — — — — -
Vachee, Polone - « - 3 3 S I e T 1 2
Vachee, Theolifte - - 4 3 — —_— — — — — _—
Parillon, Jean - - - 7 1 — — — — — — —
Bourgois, Widow - - 1 4 1= -1- =t= <i- 1= -\ - 1
Rainy, Thomas - - -f 76 s7 0= -1~ |- -{- -|" - 3 3
Labadie, Benoit - - -} 10 12 N N e T 2 4
Celefte, Vachee - - - 8 ] IR I R S 2 2
Millard, Marie Urfule - 2 o - = |- -1- -{- =|- - P

899 939 | 42 | 49 3 1 1 | 114 | 195

We do hereby certify,

conformity to the A& for afcertaining the Number of Slaves,

Witnefs our hands this twelfth Day of November 1799

Thomas Beech,
Fofeph Grano.

That the foregoing Lift or Enumeration of Slaves was made in
&ec. &c. .
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(10.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 5th January 18co,

(Copy-)
DOMINICA.
NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint Joseen, taken in
conformity to the At of this Ifand, paffed the 11th Cay of O&tober 1799,
for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.
- " © "
. g I3 518 5| % - & | ¢ -
H 2 sg>|2 ] a 3 s sl 25l =
2| @ fleE3|7E8 3 (si |5 E|l.2¥|.5%
‘ S0 08 [TE|iE| By |22l B|3EA|TEE
NAMES S| 5 |SEE|ies| 8% |55 |EeT|Blis|E3Y
o ol & Isgilses| sl st |8 B|25%|332
s e . 2 _ |8 & ° 15 438 cl?aw
PROPRIETORS. _; s 3 §‘.§‘ 5 g%ﬂ _Fg" —::‘; & |2 E zE 2.?
' 5 '8 |8g2|sEz5| € - |2 3| §-| £3
B s |282|8~28] 2 ET |8 &| g7 ES
b Z ,E 2 ,E Z Z 2 1 a =y
John Mair - - - - 79 70 5 6 |- -1~ -1- -1 17 9
James Hudfon - - -} 11 14 |- -|=- =}~ -]- -1- - i "
Jn°B* Motard - - - 7 6 - - S IS N I 3
Roger Belair - - ~ - 5 8 - a|e e ] - <} - 3
Brades and Henderfon -l 20 23 3 2 {- -]- -f- - 1 { 4
Jofeph Efcabafle - - - 7 6 |- -|- ~t- -}- -]~ - 1 2
Pierre Lamothe - - - 22 20 2 |- |- «j- <}~ - 1 | =
Danglade Defonrofe - -f 4 2 — —_— —_ -] - — —
John Pero - - - -ff 22 24 |- -}- -]- - -1- - 4 7
Antoine Vidal - - -l 1t 11 -1 - - - - I —
Francois Vidal - - =|| 17 19 3 -]1- -}- - 6 3
Jofeph Marflotte- = - 1 —_ - — —_ — —_ — —
Mons® Lefangles - - -j 8 4 2 3 2 —_— — —_— ] —
Mons' Rodet -+ - = -} 19 2 |- -]- o}~ |- - - 3 3
M. Marefchal - - - 1 1 ||l- - e o]- -1- -1 1 I
Mons® Riverre - - - 25 | 17 4 a |- |- -}- -] .2 4
Douvoure Belgents - -f| 28 7.0 -l =}= =-4- -1- - 2 3
Mons’ Pincau- - - i 4 2 —_— — —_ —_ —_ — —E
Mons* Letrotte - - - 1 3 I — —_ — — —_ —
Robert Reid - - -~ -l 43 30 3 1 1 |- -1- - 4 3
John Spencer- - - - 1 4 2 3 - - I 1 I
Daniel Kirbey - - - 1 X — — — —_ —_— — —
John Arthur - - - || 10 5 7 5 I —_ — — —
Clark, Townfonand Laing|| 66 87 9 13 5§ |- |- -] 22 7
Robinfon and Mercalf -l 23 33 - ~fj- -1- -{- |- - 7 9
Greflant and Motard - - 16 21 - 2 |- - -] -]s 3
J.G.Blanc - - - -l 33 34 - -]- -1- - - - 1 7
Peter Wall - - - - 2 2 i 1 — — — —
Francois Valley - - - i — —_— - — — — — —_—
Jofeph Burton, jun* - -l - 1 - - 1 — — — —_— —
Madame Roger - - | 19 22 3 3 1- =-1- -1~ - 2 3
Madame Moura - - -j| §2 8 - |- -- |- -{- -~} 12 2§
Madame La Roque - -|| 14 1§ - -t~ |- -|- |- -1- - 4
Mary Powell- - - -ff 63 67 |- -1- -|- -1~ -|- - 9 17
Madame M. Robin - -if 19 - 20 - -}~ =-}|- =}|= ~-{- - 1 I
Carried over - =} 659 | 658 45 40 9 |- -1- -] 99 | 126

161
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E. 48 SLAVE TRADE~WEST INDIES.

e — — I

. ¢ = EIE 8|5 |3 |& .| 2
| s JESxISER| s |24 05 B} 2| 3%
S8 PEiEREEL %8s AlLtie%s
AR EAET R L
o S| & |3silEsE et 87 R EsE
PROPRIETORS. _‘:: 5 lz5* E‘é?" § ‘Eé : 425 zzg

] ] =EE2 96 3 g8 3 ] ) b =

o o a3 =pglg.=8 5 - g8 L33 =

b B b4 .g 2 E z 4 z a &

. ‘Brought over - - €59 | 638 45 40 9 |- =i -1 99 | 126
Madame Vidal - - - 40 4t || - - -l- 1= -]~ - 4 5
Mad. Rodet, Jun® - -} 5 3 4- -1- =f{- -1~ -f{- -1- - 2
Mad. Donel - - - - 1 —_ -— — — -— - —_ —
Mrs. Greg - - - -l 74 59 = <~ |- |- - -1 13 2
York Valley Eftate - - 48 8 b=~ |- -}- |- -{- -] 6 9
Heirs of Miller ~ - 36 39 - -|--1- -{- -|- - 7 6
Pierre Payard - - -f 7 3.0 - -_ — — — —_— —
‘John H. Henderfon - -} - - 1 — —_— —_ — - — —_
Elizabeth Henderfon - 1 2 - -1- - ol |- |- - 1
Eftate of Farquharfon - 16 i4 |- -]- - |- -] -]- - 2
Antoine Gibbon - - -} 14 | " 10 I el -} -]- - 2
YTewis Gibbon - - -} 14 [ 7 |- = -~ -1 - 2 —
‘Baptifte Le Grand - - r |- - 1 — —_ — —_— — —
JackWallh - - - - - 1 - - 1 —_ —_— —_ — —
Tuke - - - - - o 9 14 - |- =|- ={- -]- -{- - 3
Jo°Ch* Godah - - 4 g 2 2 — — — —_— — _—
Toutfaint - - - - - [ 3 t- - I |- - —_ ] - —
Hilaire Dupuney - - - § I I |- |- -]- a}- - 1 1
Jo° B* Pierrier - - -} 3 1 2 |« | = |- -}- - 1 I
‘Pierre Pierrier - - - 1 4 —_— — —_— — —_— - —
Charles Gardie - - - 7 5 5 4 |- - 3 1 —_— —
Charles Chriftian- - - 4 3 3 1 |~ =]- -1 1o 1
Roufe - - - - - - 2 2 —_ — —_ — — - -
Laurent - - - - - 6 9 2 o o1 |- -] - 1 1
Robertine - - - - - 1 — —_ —_ — —_ —_ —_— —

- Therefe Perrong =~ - -l - =« 1 - - I — — — - —_
Agatha. - - - - .H. - I — — — — — — —
Nancy Pincau - - - 1 1 —_ — — —_ -— —_— —
l:.lizabcth - - - e o 2 3 9 3 — — — — —
Genevieves - - - -l - - 1 - L I — — — — —
Gertrude - - - - - - 3 - - - 1. Jto . 1 —
Marianne Meltz - - -f- - 1 — — — — — — —
Therefe - - - - - 4 7 1 — — _— — — —
Mary Dunavon - - - . - 6 - - 6 — — — — —
Grace - - - - - = X 1 e a|le 2je ale e ale = 1
FrancoBruce - « -}~ -| 1 —_ — — —_— — -— —

978 | 959 81 6o 9 4 1 | 137 |162

We do certify the foregoing'to be a true Return of the Slaves in the Parith of Saint Jofeph,
agreeably to the A& to afcertain the fame, '

November 7th 1799.

Alexander Henderfon,
Thomas Henderfon,

}Commifﬁoners.
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DOGMINICA 49 E.
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(11.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon's of the 5th January 18co.
(Copy-)
DOMINICA.
NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint Pavw, taken in
conformity to the A& of this Ifland, paffed the 11th Day of O&ober
1799, for afcertzining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.

& 4 -
=19 b e — =
a o I3 .83 ,;;,": 2 S = . e s
2 s 185872l ¢ =2 = g S| =273
< 3 SLC vl B ¥ w g > @3 @ 2
) 5 Do l2=EiaEE] 2| SEIB Sle L Sle S
NAMES = = ,|4';-2'1:-5'c 28 |a P|0985)lo 2
- : '<E—'-E‘ [ Rz e I SR IR R
< ST SE|7 81 53 5 . Sl80c1EC @
£ - s ISE2=E|=aE) & a3 |fenle=S{E==
[ i LRI 5 I v v Ot & =-= = =
2 w — - 3 e - L, ¥ ) 4 o) - 2
. e HE 2lw o® 3 S & ! I d2 O o
— ' © o w, @ (=] - 1 {5 = Bl p -
S ) [ i S Ll 5 = a. | o BElZ4 S Z. 6 S
POPRIETORS. = 5 |v5E|s. 881 & sg e o] otf 5
~ st |2 R 8 &0 o L= ] =2 %2 3
s 3 e fzi2E3| 2 e~ |2 4| 8] =%
B & Z2-321372 S > S T A &
4 3 -] > “~
i ¥4 4 Z
] 1=t i=4
i © ]
. i |
Mrs. Lewthwaite’s Eftate] 63 s30- 1= |- {7 1T oo 13 7
Doéor Culpeper- - -, 12 19 4 g |- - -y - 2 3
Pierre Bougaud - - - 12 8 | 1 —_ —_ - - - —_
D
Toufant Jolly - - - - 26 20 l 8 1 1 - )= «f=- - 2
Pierre Payard -~ - - 7 34— — — —— — —_— —
VeiveRolle - - - -} 41 43 -~ - I |- == =-|- - [ 7
Charles Peters - - - I Ly — —_ — —_ —_— —_—
Stewart Hall and Hope Eflates | 109 65 i| 23 10 7 - =1=- = 13 3
Belfaft Eftate - - - -, 44 4501 -1 == =l-mi= - 5 —
Mefirs. Charrurier - -1 69 §8 4 16 9 — — — — —
Thomas Darrteil - - - 72 68 | — —_ —_ — -— — —
Henary Curry - - - - 2 4591 6 — —_ — — _— —_
v is ;
Canefield Eftate - - - 194 | 110} 7 8 1 {- -{- -1 27 16
Marie Clate - - - - 1~ - - | —_— —_— -~ — -—
Aade Bernard - - -° 2 3l- -t- =q- =y s syt 1
Anth. Gallibart = -~ - - - 1 —_— — — — —_ —_ —
Gofe St. Felix - - - 1 — oy — —_ = — —_ — — E
Lafouche Daubifon - -} 6 6 4 o 2 P - - 2 2
Fdw® Secker = - = -l O D — — —_— — —_—
Hyaciath - - = = -} 1~ - i . — — — — — —
1 .
John Myler - - - - 4 gl z 1 21 1 4= )= - 2 I
Mors* Quinquies - -, 1 3401 = P —- — —_ —
Charles Guichard - = 44~ - P - 1 — — —_
Felicizie Charle - - - 2 R | —_ — — — — —
Chales Efpric - - - 3 3 1| 2 | — | - - — — —
Jeremie - - - - - 13 137 71 4 I AR I —_
Remwmy Rolle - - -, 35 I 24 R 2 2 2 3 —_—
Mad. Joe- - - - -, 2 1 5 1 2 ' - e =le —f= = 1
J. P Joilly - - - - P N T B B S T e - —
Louls Gregorie - - -! 1| O I AT B B B — — —
Pierre Dovnoufe = -/ 9 | 4] 3 v i -4 -y T T 1
Regifte Duhamel -~ -; 3 l 3 S T | l - el el = 1 2
K . . H N ]
Margn Fils - - - = 9 ! 8 | SRS s e 2
| -
. : - .
Carriedover - - 714 658 1C5 E 75 15 3 2 74 43
i | | .

119,
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E. 50 SLAVE TRADE—-WEST INDIES.

] 2 % ¢ - 5 2 ) E o ]

g | 2 |G5E|9SE| S5 3EE Slsulless

NAMES. e 5 1258 |5sk| 22| Ea (2 wlsE% i

< 3 ISgg|38E| 8% | Sp |[§E|EoE|222

of S | & [SEE|RSE[ 8| SE[Q E{EFGIERE

S| & |vEEsTE[sE| Tals E|ZsP|Ele

PROPRIETORS. | =5 |- 8 I8e&is8%| & | 28 |3 5| 25| 25

5 : (BE8|EEE| E ET |4 & E°| £-
B E?‘ 3~ a3 a2l E 3 g =
Z2 2z 3l |7 |2 A A

Brought over - - 714 668 || 103 75 1§ 3 2 74 48
Jeanne Michelle - - - 4 5 N T Y R N X
Madame Beauclerc - - I 2 - -}- O ISR 1 1
Rofette -~ - - - =~ = 1 — — — —  — —
John Bayley - - - - 36| 381 4 2 1 |- |- -] 8| 12
John Lowndes - - - 3 1 2 1 1 |- -}1- - 1 —_

Bal Blanc- - - - -} I3 i3l- -{- -|- |- -}~ -] 1 —_—
Pierre Doudouet- - - 4 2 3 1- -1- -1- - - 1 3
Charles Giroux - - - 3 4 3 1 — -_— — —_— —
Gafpar Blanc -~ - - - 7 4| — — — —_— — -— —
C. Larrieux - - - 7 5 4 4 3 1- -1- - 3 —
J. Dupigney - - = - 6 6 2 I 3 |- -1- - 1 4

Thomas Jemmet- - -§ 43 33 4 |- -[- -|- -}{- -] 10 5
Defire Duhamel - - -} - - 2l - — —_ - _— — —
Elenore - - - - - 2 I 1 — — — — — —
Et. Baillie- - - - - 2 1 — — — — — -— —
Jof. Duvergne - - -l 17| .18 4 |- |- -f{- -1- - 1 2
J.B.Carrel - - - - 5 sh- -1- |- -t~ -|- - 1 —
Portugais - - - - X If — —_ -— — — —_—  —
John Corlet - - - 9 i3if- -- |- -]- -1- -]- - 1
Alexis Bernée - - - 6| — -— — — — — — —
James Jordan- - - - 17 20 3 S RUUE 4 2
RobertReid « - - - 22 ‘a6 6 3 2 - =1l . 6 6
Mefs* S* Arromant - - 29 - -- -}~ -1~ -|- - 1 2
Madame Parfzite - - - 9 6 —_ — — — — — —
960 | 859 | 142 9o 23 3 2 | 113 87

We do certify the within to be a true Return of the Slaves in-the Parith of Saint Paul,
‘agreeably to the A¢ to afcertain the fame.
' Fobn Lowndes,

Fobn Corlet,

Commiffioners.
St. Paul, December 1799, '
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(12.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the sth January 1800.

(Copyr)
DOMINICA. '
NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint GeorcE, taken in
.conformity to the A& of this Ifland, paffed the 11th Day of O&ober
11799, for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.
A i g o E ..g 2 " -
5 | & [wEEINER 8 |5l E| w3 w2
NAMES « = |9SE|2SE| a3 =5|s wlsEEltsd
= < |1 € 8 «| R 5 =] -] L R < ’8 g oLl -3
. i [sEf|a8El EF | & |Bvt|EaE|Ro s
of = & 1w t:g :.’.g ffg a 8.5:’;"'5 S'a:o
PROPRIETORS. s 5 |sE2f3E2| SA| L& E ZTp% s
g | 3 |eeglBes| 2 | EF |2 E| §3| 27
£ @ |EREERE s |5 %l &) &
2l Bl 7 F4
Crocket LeGrand - - 24 36 2 t- -1- -1- =-}- -} -5 4
Crocquet Beaubois - -{| 74 53 21 3 1 |- -]- - 6 4
~  John Burnet - - - -} 49 57 4 |- - 2 |- <}- -1 12 16
Sorhaindo Giraudel - -l 36 37 4 4 3 1- -1- -] 12 7
Pierre Jolly - - - -f 49 43 15 1 4 4 2 10 3
~ Jo° B Petic - - - -1 77 40 9 2 3 |- <{- - 3.1 3
JacquesLetang - - -l 48 45 4 2 2 |- 5 | 10
Jn® Louis Laronde - - Vi 4 2 4 4 1 1 — —_
Eft. Eufibe Sorhaindo - 16 20 4 2 3 - -] - - 4
Mad'* Marriat Fornieu - 2 It e e 2le <} -t- - 1 3
Jn°B* Dupont - - - 1 s b- -1- -}- - -1- -1- - 2
$* Luce Sorhaindo - - 2 3 — —_ — —_ —_— —_ —_—
Jofeph Defgallery - -} - - 3 be -1- <1- -f- |- -|- - 3
Pliffoneau Cadet - - - 3 —_— —_— — — —_— —_ — —
Brun Beaupin- - - - 4 3 — —_— — —_ -— — --E.
Mad* Duet - -« - -} - - I — — — — — _— —
_ Betfy Williams - - - 3 12 1 e <} <}e -l -}~ - 2
" Jofeph Bridges - - -l 3 5 — — —_ —_ — — —
M. F.Laffibat - - - 2 4 — —_— — — — -— —_
M. Louife Chopin - -| 1 1 —_— | - —_ | - —_— —_ | —
Juftine David- - - -} - - 2 I e e - - 1
M. Jeanne Erme - - - - S 1 1 —_— — — —
Belle Hill Metcalfs - -| 27 23 9 6 It N S 4
M. Cavalier - - - - 5 13 2 I 1 - = | - - 6 3
Jof. Bridges (Cavaliers) -l ¢ 12 —_ —_— —_— — —_ — —
Andre Jolly - - - I 37 as 17 5 2 1 1 |- - 3
Pliffeneau - - S m e - 11 9 1 2 — — — — —
Madame Enard - - =f 12 14 I 3 1 |- -pa- - I I
John Culpeper - - - 1 1 X I — —_ — -— -—
Eliz, Fairchid - . - 6- 8 2 | 1 — — — — —_—
Carried over - «|| 509 | 491 99 | 38 | 36 6 4 | 61 73
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. s Iz E|3 ,§ 2 = |& 4| 3 "
H s S omid g 5. 3 E S| B~ 34
Bl s |afEnd k| sefs 2| nf.0 0
NAMES ‘Z s [u<g|iCE| w3 | 222 gliEe|nid
3| % 352 385|884 EeilES ik
of S i §¢§£ﬁ? i3 IR R SERT|E=<S
s S lsg3|s3 i) 32| SRS flzvgEsd
PROPRIETORS. 2 S NEEElc Ewl 8 SEiz 5| £5 25
T3 lcsilegE s |2 OB | &7 T
BET |2 2| % 2z = e
3 S
Brought over - -| 59 | 491 | 99 38 36 6 4 61 73
Louis Fleurant * = - -4 = = I — - - - —_— —_ —
Jofeph Berrard - - - 2§ 26 3 4 |- =~ =1- - 14 6
Guiflain Bigot - - - 8 4 I 2 |- ~f- -1- - 3 2

. Adelaide Dubois - - - 2 sl- - 1 — — — — —
Francois Le Guay - - 12 woll- =-|- -{- -1 =1 - 2 -—
Jn° B'* Gautier - - - 2 2 —_ —-— —_ - -— — —
Charles Winfton - - - 45 63l1t- -|- =1~ -~ -~ ° 3 7
William Bertrand - - 9 il -~ -0 )T DT 2 3
A. J. Petit Secheffer - - "6 10 Pt (- == =t- =t~ - 9 2
M. Charlotte Le Baron -j = = 24 - - I - - - — —
Jofeph Le Baron - - - 24 23 2 3 1- -f- ={- -1 =t 6
Nicholas Fontaine - - 3 1 — — — — — - —
Ameranthe - - = <= ~=|- =-Q~ - 1 — —_ — | - —
Henry D. Watt - - - 2 5 r |- - 2 f- -l-. - 2 I
John Gillon - - - - 93 81 8 -8 1 |- =1~ =-f 13 11
John Fra. Le Suveur - - 1| — —_ — —_ - —_ —_ —
Benj" Lucas - - - - 42 45 9 17 s |- -1- -] 16 6
Marie LeGuay - - - 18 23 10 4 5 1 |- -] 11 4
John Louis Fournier - 2 61 2 3 {- -f{- -}- -] 10 1§
Fr* J* Defravenier - - 7 slh- -1- -]~ =t- (- | 2 1
Mad. Vieve Defleve - - 4 s = — — — — —_ —_
Chene Long Latouche - 8 gi- -{- =-y- =f{=- -t= - 4 i
A. Fournier Defravanier - 5 gll- - 2 2 |- -|=- - 3 1
Elife Bayac - - - - 4 sl |- -1 " |- - [ 1
Vieve Courtois - - - 9 woll - |- <= =1- -{- -1- - 3
Marictte Defravanier - 3 2l - -0~ "<t- -1 -1- - 1 3
Miceurs Defleve - - - 6 3 - —_ —_— —_ —_ —_ —
Francois Laureat - - 29 18 1 3 1~ -{- -|- - 4 2

. Vieve Chopin- - - -f 81 82 || 10 2 2 |- -|- - 9 13
Vieve Urbin - - = - 13 5= -|- -t ={- |- - I 3
Jofeph B. Chopin - - 27 2 l- -1- -1 - | - 6 4
Veive Duportaile - - 7 si- <= ={- -{° ~{° - 4 —

- John Roche = - - - 2 afl- -1 -f- -1~ |- =i= " 1
Maurice Chopin - - - 2 | e S R I A 1
ScholafticGay -~ - - 3 = -1- =1- -1~ -|- - I 1
Picaudeau Definouiin - 4 gl — —_ — —_ — — —
Vi&oire Chopin - - =~f - - I —_ — —_ — — —_ —_—
Simon - - - - - - 1 2 - - I — — - —_ -—

i
Carried over - -|| 1,068 | 1,009 |l 147 | 90 53 7 4 | 208 [ 171
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DOMINTICA. 55 E.
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/ ) L] = = > ot Flw 5 Clg oy
NAMES R PP PR R T R e
of = 2OITEEILEZ S| aT |°5|ET |2
5 W JT9EISTE 55| vE |y EiZswisd
PROPRIETORS. 3 5 lsfilzidl . cE|s E|2szig
e | % |5fz|5e8| 5§ | 2|2 & 3% &7
. E" Z 'g Z "E Z= Z 2 (o]
Broughtover - -11,068 {1,089 1 147 90 53 "y 4 | 208 | 171
James Woodbridge - - 107 | 131 6 6 1 |- -|- -] 29 28
Ant’ B. Richardfon - - 6. 334 - - 2 e e f- - 3 7
Thomas Court - - - 6y 75t- -1- -1- -f- <1« {1 10 15
Charles Winflon - - - 87 69 9 8 (- |- |- -l 19 16
Thomas Tarleton - - 2 49 4 3 |- - |- -1 .3 3
W= Urban Bruce - - 21 27 1 2 3 1-.-1- -}- - 4 6
Mofs'* Saint’Arromants | 50 a5 | 2 N R N I B 13
John Louis Le Corn - - 47 36 . 8 3 1 - ol - 1 1y
Alex’ Labarlie - -~ I 20 17 5 2 2 |- |- - 1 9
Mrs. D. Belgents - - 16| 25 | 1 2 |- -}- -1- - 2 3
Dauclammp Beigents - - 12 14 2 = =}e -] |- - 3 3
Mis The. Beloenss - - 3 41- -|- -}- -1- -1~ -]« 3
Francis Le Viiloux - 7 - - 2 — —_ —_ — —
Mrs. Polain Chamfl-ury - 5 6 |- -] 1 —_ | .- — — —
Mrs. Lioss = - - - 3 6|~ -|- -f« |- -]~ - 1 3
Richard Jones - - - 9| -~ 8| 3 8 2 —_ —_ — —
Raymond Le Guerre - - [ §1- - 2 {- -1- -}- - 1 —
Blaize Aubrey - - - 16 10 5 T |- -1- -1]- - 3 3
Mefs* Billervs = - - 44 8 |- |- -|- |- =1- -1 12 15 E
Mre Defpon - - - - 2 2 l- |- -}~ |« -]- -1- - 1 E
J F Des avenier - - 8 8 1- -}- -}- <]- |- - 2 9
William Mackay - - - I 3 I |- <j- |- -}f- - I —
James MeAlhlter - - 9 2| 2 _— —_ —_ —_ —_ —
Geoachin Grnovife - - 6 3] = —_ —_— - — -— —_—
Jofeph Definoulin - - - 8 71- - 2 |- ]~ 1 - 2 —_—
Elix G.andmaifon - - - -. 8 |- - 2 f- ef- =l- <l - 2
Bruno Lagarite - - -f 50 361 14 13 6 |- -|[- -1 10 2
Paulin Lagarite - - -t 22 3t | 2 [- - 1 (- -}~ -] '3 2
Sylvefter L.e Corn - - 4 3| 3 2 3 1- -1~ - 3 —
Fither Le Corn - - - 9 31 2 |- - 1 - =)= - 2 —
Romnain Le Corn - - 4 31 4 2 2 — — —_ —
Fafcal Lavdar - - - 12 9| §- 5 4 |- -1- -1 1t 4
Scipio’s Eftate - - - 20 g~ ~t- |- -{- |- - 1 ‘1
Mary Helene = - - - 5 4| — — — — — —_— —_—
Widow Jofeph - - - & 3 2 |- e <l |- -]l- o 2
Jodeph Avguflin - - - 1 1| — —_ — — —_ — —
Charles Bruce - - - 2 1| 1 1 —_ —_— - — —
Colombie - - - - - 2 2| - — — — —_ _— —_—
Carried over - -| 1,843 [ 1,856 { 230 | 161 [ 76 7 4 |35t |33
1
l

. 11g.
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E. 54 SLAVE TRADE—=WEST INDIES.
N @ a2 E § § -g -] "_:::3 H] ]

NAMES “ w (e<g|2<8]l G5 | 252 Z|828|52L

- T |5Ec|sec| 55| EB (B TlE0 588y
of S = [SE&E|a2E| 8V | BB |f°s|EgS|ER S
' BN EE A EA R MR R L AT
G o 3 = o S « & 1.5 %= b
PROPRIETORS. S 5 552 B2 5 g & |8 ElmT gy
g = ([EEg¥leay & 2= 18 Bl 23| £3
[3 < 5= 8JEEQ g s g & s s

] B Z b E s 3 Z ] a ~

5% E|“ “

Brought over - -{/1,848 | 1,856 || 230 161 76 7 4 | 351 {330
Marriet La Roux - - 2 3l — — - — — — —
Fermine Drafcon - - - 3 41 - - 1 - == - -l - I
Etenne Leuis - - - 2 glt- -1~ =1- -1- -{- =|- - 1
Widow Morille = - - 1]- - — — — — — —
Andrew 1.’Aventure - - 1| — —_— — —_— — —_ — —
Jacques Jolly - - - - 2 1 2 |- - 1 —_ —_ —_ —_
Cath, McAllifter - - - 2 40 - - I —_— —_ — — —
Cafar Winfton’s Eftate .- I st - - I — — —_ — —_
Rofe Pierre - - -~ - 1 — - — — — — — .
Erancis Sylvefter - - - 1 1 - — — —_ — — —_—
Luke Tartanfan - - - 2 1 2 I I — —_— —_ —
George Hodfon - - - 2 3l — —_ —_— |- -]- |- - a2

A !
! - ~
1,858 | 1,881 || 235 | 165 78 7 4 | 351 | 334

We certify the within to be a true Return of the Slaves in the Parifh of Saint George.

St Georgc, Dec' 1799.

T. Court,

A. B. Richardfon,
Crocquet Legrand,
Andrew Foliy,

Commifiioners.
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DOMINICA. 55 E.
(13:) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the sth January 1800.
(Copy-)
DOMINICA.
NUMBER of SLAVES in the Town of Roszav; taken in conformity
to the A& of this Ifland, paffed the 11th Day of October 1799, for
afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.
of 2| F |EcElacg| 8T [ET18° alenElEs
[ o, S 0 2w g 2| wa © 8 |w 813w o2 0
PROPRIETGRS. s s fpEE(3EZ| 52| gB|8 Z|F2gF s
< 5] O ko] D A 1] Y e < o £ 5 o 3
S 5 €& 215 E 3| 8 E a2 sv)| €79
B & l3-~8|le=38| § 3 g S
A 2|2 ol 4 2 () @
g Z g 4 &
John Lundin - - = -f 13 10 N L R I 3
Thomas Shillingford - 6 5 2 r |- -1- -1-. - 3 —
Francis Collins - - -| - 3 7 1 1 N e e i
Alexander Maclachlan - 4 6 || - - 2 —_— - -— - —_
Chales Winfton - - - 4 g - -|- |- -|{- |- - 1 1
I’]Ugh Tran - - - -~ 4 4 - -] - -] - - | - -1 - - - - It
Robert Reide - - - - 6 7 I AU T R B .6 5
Robinfon and Dodds - 9 2 1 I I R 3 —_—
Robert Weare - - - 4 1 3 1 1 - — —_— —
Ether Dunbar - - - I 2 — — — — —_ — —
John Griell - - - - 6 2 3 1 5 —_— —_— —_— —_
Mary Maclachlan - - - - 1 _— — — — — — —
Betfey Daley - - - - 1 13 - - 2 1 - -1~ - 4 i+
Abraham Chollet - - v o - -|- -|- ~|- “|~ -1 - 2
Irancis Refington - - 1 3 —_— 3 1 —_ — —_ —_—
Jacob Rofier - - - - 1 2 - - 5 3 — — — —_—
Mad' Leyeat - - -4 - = -1 — — —_ —_— — — —_—
John Clock - - - - 5 1 2 I — —_ —_ -— —
Marriett Monthaud - -} - - 2 - — — — —_ — —_ —
John Culpeper - - =} 2 I 1 — —_— — — — —_—
Eliza Fairchild - - - 3 R e N E e U
Joha Gordon - - - - 7 3 1 |- -i- =1- “-{- =i- - I
Dejean and Wilkinfon -} 17 2 7 |- -1- 1" 1" - 5 —_—
Zach. Baker - - - -t - - 1 —_— —_— — -_— — — —
Jobn Green - - - - 1 — — —_— — — — — —
Mrs. Browne - -~ - - , a 2 — —_— — —_— — — —
Anthony Gordon - - -§ 3 1 — —_— — — — — —
Thomas Cubbin - - -i 14 9 3 2 R B T B 1
John Cubbin - - - - T, 3 3 3 | — —_ -
Aon Carrol - - - -} 9 16 IR B S B 3 o
Ann M:Cieillan - = -l! - - I — — - —_ — — —
Johnion Henderfon - - ; 7 2 4. 3 t - - - -
. - : i
Carried over ~ =] r41 | 129 31 ag- 9 |- -j- -1 26 23
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SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.
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Jonah Winfton - - .| - | —_— — — —_ | - —
Sandafeen Moslier - - 2 I E T B I 1 —
Judy André - - - -} - 1 | - _— — — — — —
Harriet Davis - - - 1 - - 1 —_ —_— — —_— —_—
Anne Mary Scipio - -} - 2 | - — —_— — — _— —
Thomas Cubbin - - .| - 2 - - a — — — . —
.Bartholomew Barthis - S 5 1 - - - |- -1- - 1 E
FloraPigza - - - i - 1 — — — — — —_— —_
“Judy Poifon - - . - 1 1 - . 1 — — — — —E
Rachel Nibbs - - -f - 1 S I [ T . 1 1
CUH:Y Baltian - - - - 2 5 L 2 — — J— — —
Louita Vings Brade - -| - 3 - - 2 -— — — — —
.Cuffy Jack Frere - .| - 1 -_— — — — — — —_—
Henrierta Kendrick - - 1 3 - - 1 — — — — —_—
: I\hry Gould - - - .| - - - - - 2 2 — — — —
Celefte Demondy - - - 2 4 — — — — — —
Carried over - -| 889 | 1,113 129 | 13 57 4 3 179 | 202
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Michell Du Portail - - - 3l - —_— ] - — — — —
Henry Labord - - - 2f- - - — — —_— —_— —_ —E
Louis Marcelle - - - 2 al - |- |- i -}- |- - 2
Peggy M<Ginnis - - i - - 2 ll- - 1 - — — _— —_
Penny Fitzmorris - - 1| — —_— -— — — —_— —_— —_
Nuncy Cafey - - - - - - gl- 1. |- -t -1- - 1 1
Laurie M‘Ginnis - - - I 1 2 |- - 2 —_— — — —_—
Ratafic Fletcher - - - 2 3 1 - - 1 R e 1
Amanda Tucker - - =4 - -1 2 - - I —_ — —_— — —
Madame Valley - - ! 3 3l- -1- -{- -1- -{- - 3 2
Joannah Clapham - 5 gl- -]- -]~ =-}-"=-j- - g 3
Marie Antoine - - - 2 i f- - -1- -1~ -]~ - 1 I
Ann Fafton - - - -l - - 1 —_ — — — — — —
Marriat Gillon - - - 4 9l- -1- -7 - N 2
Mart Guay - - Ha 2if- -1~ -i- e 1
Eft* Therefe Ron..rey - 1 2 - —_ — — —_ — —
Amoran:he Page - - - 6 O Y N LN R S 3
Thomas Simpion - - - 3 1, 1 —_— — S T —_ -
John Crawford - - - 6 40 2 J- =f- -i- - o - 2 1
Mi&s Ruflels - - - - 2 al- -1- =1- -4- - - 1
Jean Louis - - - I 3 i — —_— — -- _— = —_
Marriet Lavgier - - - - - - - L R e R B — L
Thomas Bignel - - -l - - 1 — — _— — —_ = —
Betfy Jones - - - - 1- -% I I 1 - —_— - —
Vieve André - - - |- =~ 3 — —_ —_ —_ —_— e — I
James Monbuchar - - 5 9 l T i e e 3
Jofeph Duverney - -f - - A R I e T I
Jane Delegal - - - - 5 4 5 B e T A 2
‘Elizabeth Gardper - - 1 1y — —_— — - = —
‘Nancy Daniel - - - - - 1 - - I 1 — i -
Jennet Soifie - - - - 1y — I — —_— — —_ b —E
Valentine Quin - - - 9 - - 1 |- |- ~y- - p- - 1
William Weal - - - 1 2i - =1- -|- == -j° - Pe - 2
Mary Crooke - - - - 4 s~ -f- -1~ ={- -1 -{- - 1
Jol. Cennonville - - - 2 5 — —_ — — — —_ —_
Vieve Coufier- - - -| ~ - 1. - 1 — — — — —
Nancy Campbell - - -f - - - - i A ) 2
Henry Conftable - - - 23 23 ] 4 2 - -] - 4 4
William Coaftable - - 1 1if 1 2 2 — —_— —_ —
Pierre Pajafty - - - 5 af- |- 4= =i |- - 2 —E
Maria Gall - - - - 4 24- |- == ~y- -{- - L .2
Alexander M<Ginnis - - K 54{- - 3 (- -l--- -y T 1
William Anderfon - - |- - 3 - i — - —_
-Carried over - - 1,003 {1,261 | 142 | 150 65 4 3 “ 169 | 239
H E
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during that Period.
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William James - - -3 3 1 [ — — —_ — —
Richard Addifon - - —§§ 1 3 1 1 - I - =l . I -
Elizabeth Bany - - <} ¢ g i - - 1 |- 1. |- - :
Aen Barry - - - o L L 5 Ih- - I S A 5 3
FGreen - - -« - . . M —_ —_— — —_ | 2
Francis Harper . - -1 6 | - -
1 e 9 I 2 2 - = w a
Anthony Dufraver - -; 5 4 | a _?. i — — 5 5
Mons* Bouglaud - - - 1 — || - —_ — —_— — .
Mary Scewart - - - o 2 a i . 1 P I e . I
John Stewarc - - - - 4 1 B e 1
Mad. RO”C - e . . 3 7 - - b { — i — — _
Mrs,Abeg - - - - vl L ool L - - 1 _
John Cha* Conltable -1 120 7 1 1 I o
Mrs. Morgue- - - - 6 12 I I P A 2 2
Mrs. R. Morfon - - - 4 s - |- |- -]- - 1 :
Kitty Ann Cowes - -| . . 2 I I 2 |- - 3
Edward Laurent - - - o . f 1 I 2
- - ' 2 — — — —
Joleph Defmoulin - -4 4 8 |- - 2 |- -l- -]- 2
Nancy Cocper - - i 4 I O I T 1 :
Chriftopher Robert - - 3 4 |- - a I — !
Benj® Chateau -~ - - . . 1 - - I — — _
Mary Corler - - - -} 3 1t S T "
Jn° Bt Gilbert - - i a2 | — —_ — R 3 2
Robert Garraway - -]l 1o 10 - - I O I T
Frances Corlet - - .| 2 — — — , 3
Matrsfe Maroal - - 1. o I - - 1 _— _ _
Julline Fidell - - - v, — —_ — _ —
Nan Lagarite - - - -1 3 2 U P o _
John P Barthclomew 1 1 P — ! _
Geo. Metcalf = - - - g 4 |- -i- - - . . -
Mary Savage - - - - . . 1 — —_ — ) 3 !
‘Mad. Dufae Valtour - 2 3 — — — —_ —
Joha B** Pinner - - - 1 —_— — — — _ — —
Willam Wilbraham - - 2 | 5 | — | — | = — | =
JohnBePetic - - -l o, | = | — | _ | — — =
‘Luey Neilfon- - - . .| , 1. | ", | — N N
Sally Webley - - - -\ = _| [ [. _| ; I R N
Alexis Vocfens - - -l . . 1 — — — T ! —
 Vieve Reviere - - ) o _|_ |l . . I I _ _ _
Vieve Baycaux - - - 4 6 — — — _ _ _
Marie Cele Jean - -f - - T - -t - —
Marie Louifa Cardcw - - - 1 | - — T ! —
Rofe Vincent - - - 1 S N _ — — .
" Carried over ' -
- -l 1
2149 1,396 | 151 | 171 74 4 3 | 227 | 269
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Saint Victoire - - - 1 4 - - 1 — -— — — —_—
Kitfey Warburton - -f = - 1 — — — — — — —
Frances Somezville - - - 1 — — — — — — —
W= Daniel and Ja* Bradc 12 7 3 2 |- o|- -]- - t I

Madame La May - -l - - - - 1 — — —_ — —E
Polly Audain - - -f - - 1 — —_— -— — — — —
Mrs. Caverley - - -1- - 30~ 1= o] |« «f- |- - -
Scbina Brade =~ - - I 1of- - 1 |- |- |- -]- - 2
Jofeph Mather - - - |- - 1 — — — — — —
William Stewart - - - 2 2 1 1 -— — — —
William Henderfon - -} - - 1| — — — — — — —
Madame Morliere -~ - 2 3l «]- -]~ - <} - - 1
Ann Lithcote - - - 1 3l- =-1{- |- |~ -}~ "- 2 1
Mos, Stewart = - - - 2 1 —_ —_ — — —_— —_— —
Madame Dufavfay - - 2 ITf- -] -|e o] <] <f- ~ I
Madame Sicard - - - 3 3f- - 1 - —_ — — —
Marriat Sicard - - -}l - - 2 || — —_— —_ — —_— —_— -—
Madelonette Sicard - - 3 I I — — —_ —_ — —
Mary Fillan - - - f- -j- -f- - 2 I — — — —
Silvia Webley - - -] - - 3~ - 3 — —_ — — —
Henry M‘Corrie - - 3 2 I — — —_— _ —_— —
1,182 | 1,456 || 158 | 183 76 4 3 | 230 | 276

We the Commiffioners appointed to afcertain the Number of Slaves in the Town of Rostav,
&c. do hereby certify the foregoing to bea juft and true Return.

Febn Lundin,

Rofeau, 10th November 1799. Robert Reid, } Commiffioners.
o Fames Dodds,

119.
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Ordered o be printed 8th June 1804,

119.
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GRENADA'

No. 1.—Extra& of a Letter from Governor Green to his
Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Grenada, 13th

July 1797.
Y AM alfo toacknowledge the honour of your Grace’s Letter of the 6th May laft,-
marked Duplicate and Circular, accompanied by a *Refolution of the Houfe of
Commons, of the 6th April laft, refpe@®ing the Negroes on His Majefty’s plan-
tations in the Weft Indies, and I fhall not fail, in obedience to His Majefty’s com-
mands, to take the earlieft opportunity of communicating the faid Refolution to

* Seep.

the Council and Aflembly of this Colony, and at the fame timé of recommending

. to their particular attention and confideration, the formation of fuch a fyftem of

meafures, as may appear to them beft fuited to the attainment of the feveral im- .

portant obje&s therein fpecified.
I thall take care, in conformity to your Grace’s inftru&ions, to tranfmit from

time to time to your Grace, accounts of the proceedings of the Legiflature of this -

Ifland in confequence of that communication ; and I beg leave to affure your Grace,
ithat T fhall be attentive to avail myfelf of every opportunity of cultivating and im-

proving fuch difpofition, as I inay obferve in the Planters and Inhabitants to pro- .

:mote the humane and beneficent views, which the Legiflature of Great Dritain
‘has fo eminently manifefted in the Refolution which has been tran{mitted to me.

An A& of the Legiflature of this Ifland, commonly called “The Guardian A&,”
which contained many provifions tending to promote the purpofes exprefled in the
Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, was in force for four years, and expired in
ithe Year 1792: in the beginning of the following year it was renewed, but the
.difturbance which foon after happened put an end to its operation. Some months ago,
-a Bill wasbrought into the Houfe of Aflembly, the objet of which was, the better
proteCtion of the Slaves, &c. this Bill was ordered to be committed; but I prefume
fome difficulties have hitherto retarded its progrefs, however, I make no doubt
‘that on the firft meeting of the Legiflature, .which is to take placein a few days,
;this fubject will be taken into immediate and ferious confideration.

No. 2. — Extra& of a Letter from Governor Green to
his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada, 10th
Auguft 1797.

(Three Enclofures.)

IN obedience to ‘His Majefty’s commands, conveyed to me in your Grace’s
‘Difpatch, of the 6th of May laft, T have laid before the Council and Affembly,
the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft, refpecting the
Negroes on His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, and I have now the
honour to tranfmit to your Grace, copies of my Meffage on the fubje&t to the
different branches of the Legiflature, and their joint Refolutions thereupon.

: I have
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‘T have:the further fatisfa@ion to acquaint .your ‘Grace, that a Bill is now under
.the confideration of the. Houfe of Aflembly, the provifions of which are made with a
view to. the attainment of the. important obje&s exprefled in the Refolutions of the
‘Houfe of Commons - before mentioned, and I truft that it will foon be in that ftate
of forwardnefs, to enable me.to tranfmit it home, .to receive His Majefty’s appro-
.bation or difallowance. '

(1.)—In ;Govérnor "Green’s, of the 1oth Auguft 1797.

" *The ‘Governor :to .the Honourable the Prefident "and
Members of His Majefty’s Council.

"The Governor has recéived:a Letter -from his Grace the Duke of Portland,
.one of His Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State, dated 6th May laft; tranfmit-
:ting to him by the King’s commands, a Refolution of the Honourable the Houfe of
-Commons, refpecting the Negroes on His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies;
which Refolution, the -Governor being dire@ed to take the earlieft opportunity of
communicating to the Council and Aflembly of Grenada, he thinks he cannot do
it mere properly than by laying before them, together with the f{aid Refolutions, a
.Copy of the Secretary of State’s Letter on that fubject.

The near.intereft which His Majefty and the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain
.appear to have taken in the welfare of the Colonies.in the Weft Indies, is fo clearly
‘manifefted by their proceedings on this occafion, and the importance of the matters
.thereby recommended to the confideration of the Legiflature, is, at the fame time,
{o evident, that it becomes entirely unneceffary for -the ‘Governor ‘to-add any thing
-further from himfelf, other than to affure the Council, that his moft hearty and zea-
lous concurrence and co-operation fhall not 'be wanting to any meafures the Le-
giflature may think proper to adopt, for the attainment of the effential obje&ts now
Aubmitted to their deliberations.

(Signed) :
_ _ Char, Green.
~ July 24th 1797.
A true Copy.
Fred* Newcome, Secretary.

' L ' Similar Meffage, ‘Copy of -the Sécretary of State’s

Letter, and Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons,

were fent at the fame time to the Aflembly. -

(2.)=In Governor Green’s, of the tath Auguft 1797.

The Speaker and Gentlemen of .the Aﬂ'em'bl;ﬂ to his
‘Excellency the Governor.

“This Houfe having taken into their confideration your Excellency’s Meffage,
.of the 24th inftant, communicating his Grace the Duke of Portland’s letter, of
6th May laft, enclofing the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons refpefting the
Negroes on His Majefty’s plantations in,the Weft Indies, have come to feveral Re-
folutions thereon, in which the honourable Board of Council have concurred, and
herewith tranfmit the faid joint Refolution for the information of your Excellency.

(Signed) E
: ' - Fames Hay, Speaker.
‘Houfe of Affembly, C ’
26th June 1779. A true Copy.
Fredt Newcome, Sec?.
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(3.)—1In Governor Green’s, of the 1oth Auguft 1797
" Extra& from the Minutes of the Affembly, 25th July 1797

Refolved, That a Meflage be fent to his Excellency the Governor, thanking
him for his communication of his Crace the Duke of Portland’s  Letter, of the
6th of May laft, enclofing the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons refpeting the
Negroes on His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, recommending the adop-

(=) - . .
tion of fuch meafures as fhall appear to the Legiflature beft calculated to obviate

the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes in the

Iflands, and to employ fuch means as may conduce to the moral and religious im-
provement of the Negroes, and fecure to them throughout all the Britith Weft
India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and ative prote&ion of the law.

Refolved, That the Legiflature of thefe Iflands have not hitherto been remifs in
their endeavours to accomplifh the above defirable ends. In the year 1788, an A&
was pafled for the better proteétion, and for promoting the increafe and population of
Slaves, and other purpofes, commonly called ¢ The Guardian A&,” in which the cor-
poral punithment of Slaves by their Mafters was rcftricted, their hour of labour de-
fined, a fufficiency of food and clothing provided, and the clergymen of the different

arifhes enjoined frequently to vifit the plantations, and inftruét the Slaves in the
Chriftian Religion, to baptize and marry them without fee or reward, and to
adminifter the Sacrament to fuch as they might deem fit to receive it. The perfon
of the Slave was thoroughly protected from any wanton or undue exercife of power,
and fecured in every benefit of the laws. That this or fimilar A&s continued in
force till the year 1793.

That, previous to the breaking ocut of the infurre&tion, there was a_Guardian
Bill again before the Legiflature, which that very difaftrous event -prevented being
immediately paffed into a law. That after order and peace had again been eftab-
lithed in the Colony, a new Bill for the fame purpofes, was brought into the Houfe
of Affcmbly on the 24th of November laft, and is now before the Houfe ; that his

Excellency may be affured this Houfe will, as fpeedily as poffible, adopt whatever-

meafures hall appear to them neceflary for fulfilling the withes of the Honourable
the Houfe of Commons, as exprefled in their Refolution of 6th April laft.
4 A true Extract. '
(Signed)

A true Copy. Tho. Lynch,
Clerk of the Affembly.

Fred* Newcome, Secretary.

No. 3.—Extraét of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Governor Green; dated Whitehall, 13th
September 1797.

1 AM truly fenfible of your attention to the fubje&t matter of my Letter to you,
of the 6th of May laft, accompanyinga Refolution of the Houfe of Comuions of the

6th of April preceding.

s No. 4. — Whitehall, 3d O&ober 1797.
ir, : :
ﬂ:l HAVE lid before the King, your Letter of the 1oth of Auguft
laft.

1 have much fatisfaition in obferving the readincls you have fhewn, in attending
to the important obje&s pointed out to you by the Refolution of the Houfe of
Coramons, of the 6th of Apyil laft, refpeting the Negroes on His Majefty’s planta-
tions in the Weft Indies. v

: I am, &c.

To Governor Green, Portland.

&c. &c. &c.

119.
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No. s.—Extraét of a Letter from Governor Green to his
Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Grenada, 20th -Fe-
bruary 1798.

I HAVE the honour to tranfmit to your ‘Grace by this opportunity, under a
feparate cover, a certified Copy of an A¢t of -the Legiflature of this Colony, which

-has been lately pafled ; viz.

« An A& for the better prote&ion, and for promoting the natural increafe and
« population of Slaves within the Ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Grenadines
« a5 are annexed to the Government thereof, &c. &c.””

This Aét has been paffed, with a view to the attainment of the important objects

fpecified in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft,
-tranfmitted to me by your Grace on the 6th of May; the regulations it contains,

are not fo full as might be withed; but, in the prefent fituation of the Colony,
it has not been thought expedient.to adopt a fyttem of a.more extenfive nature.

GRENADA.

(Copy) By 'his -Excellency Charles Green, efquire, Captain Ge-

nera! and Governor in Chief in and over the Ifland of
‘Grenada, and fuch of the Iflands commonly called The
-Grenadines, to the Souttiward of the Ifland of Cariacow,
including that Ifland, and lying between the fame and
Grenada in America, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-
Admiral of the fame.

“To all to whom thefe Prefents fhall come, Greeting:
"KNOW ye, That on the day of the date hereof, George Henry Horfley, efquire,

"Deputy Secretary of the faid ifland of Grenada and its Dependencies, perfonally came

and appeated before me, and made oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty Ged,

‘that the Copy of the A& hereunto annexed, intituled, * An A& for the better pro-

te&ion, and for promoting the natural increafe and population of Slaves within the
ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Grenadines as are annexed to the Government
thereof ; for compelling af adequate provifion for the care of them, as'well in ficknefs

* and in old age, as in health, and for conftituting and appointing Guardians to effec-

tuate and carry into execution the regulations and purpofts of this A&,” is a true

-Copy from the original A& remaining in the Secretary’s Office of this 1fland, and

was by him the faid Deponent diligently compared and carefully examined with the
faid original. :

In faith and teftimony whereof, I have hereunto f¢t my hand, and have
caufed His Majefty’s great feal, appointed for the faid ifland of Grenada
‘and its.Dependencies, to be hereunto put and.affixed. '

Given at the town.of .Saint ‘George, in :the faid ifland of
‘Grenada, -this 3d day of May, in :the year of our Lord

1798, and in the 38th year of His Majefty’s reign.

(Signed)
Charles Green.
By his Excellency’s Command,

(Signed). ‘
George Chalmers.
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“ An ACT for the better protetion, and for promoting
“ the natural- increafe and population of Slaves within
¢« the Ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Grenadines
“ as are annexed to the Government thereof; for com-
*“ pelling an adequate provifion for, and care of them,
““ as well in ficknefs and old age, as in health, and for
“¢ conftituting and appointing Guardians to effe@uate

“ and carry 1nto execution the regulations and purpofes
“¢ of this A&.”

‘WHEREAS ‘the Laws heretofore made for the proteftion of Slaves, and for
divers other of the benevolent purpofes intended by this pretent Aét, having been
temporary, are expired, and—hunmanity and the intereft of the Colony require that
the fame, or other equally falutary and fufficient regulations and provifions,
fhould be adopted and ordained, for rendering the fervitude and labour of Slaves
as limited and eafy as poflible, and for promoting the natural increafe of their
population, as the moft likely means of removing, in a courfe of time, the neceffity
of further importations of Slaves from Africa.: And whereas thefe defirable ends
cannot be more.effeCtually attained, than by compelling the Owners and Mafters
of Slaves fufficiently and properly to lodge, feed, clothe, and maintain them,
as well during health and their capacity to labour, as in time of ficknefs, old age,
and ‘infirmities, by prefcribing reafonable bounds to the power of Mafters and
.others having .the charge of Slaves, by intrcducing them to the knowledge of the

k.

Preamble.

Chriftian Religion, and affording them opportunity of improving in Morality ; and -

by conftituting a proper tribunal of Guardianthip, for the hearing, examination,
and redrefs.of their grievances, and fecunity of their rights and immunities hereby

.granted.and eftablifhed : May it therefore pleafe the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,
-that it may be enacted and ordained; .

And be it and it is hereby .enacted -by his Excellency Charles Green, efquire,
«Captain General and Governor in Chief of the ifland of Grenada, and the Grena-
.dines annexed to the Government thereof, the honourable the Members of the
:Council, and the Reprefentatives of the people of the faid Ulands, in General
.Aflembly convened, and by the authority of the fame, That immediately, and from
time to time and at all times, from and after the publication of this A&, every
“Proprietor, Owner, or Pofleffor of any plantation or eftate, thall provide for and
:allow to at leaft every head of a family of Slaves thereunto attached, one good and
-comfortable houfe, with one or more cabanes or beds to fleep upon, raifed at
Jeaft one foot from the ground; and 1thall alfo allot and appoint for every Slave
(domeftics excepted) above the age of v4 years, as and for his or her proper
ground, fucha quantity or pertion of the land of the faid plantation or eftate, to
-which fuch Slave may be attached, or of fuch other contiguous lands as fhall be
-approved by the Guardians of Slaves, appointed in manner hereinafter mentioned,
.as fufficiently near and convenient for fuch provifion ground, as in the eftimation
.of fuch Guardians for that parith wherein fuch plantation or eftate fhall be fituate,
-or the majority of them, fhall be deemed fufficient, when under proper cultivation,
sto produce fuch a quantity of ground provifions, as, with the ordinary allowance
.of falt provificns, of the quantity whereof fuch Guardians are to judge, willbe com-
pletely adequate to the maintenance and fupport of fuch Slave, and thall allow every
fuch Slave from noon in fome one day of cvel;y week, or one whole day in
-every fortnight, befides Sunday (except in time of crop) for the purpofe of working
.and cultivating his or her grounds; which faid grounds, whenonce allotted, (hall not be
-exchanged or taken away from any fuchSlaves without his or her confent, by him or
her exprefled to the Guardians of fuch-diftrics or parith, whilt {uch Slavefhall remain
on the eftate to which fuch land fo allotted to him or her belongs (except in manner
.and upon the terms next hereinafter mentioned); that is to fay, provided always, that
if the perfons having the charge of any plantation or eftate, fhall find it neceflary
or.expedient to change the provifion grounds allotted to the Slaves of fuch plan-
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tation or eftate, and fuch confént of the Slaves fhall not be exprefled as aforefaid,
it (all and may be lawful for any fuch perfon to allot other fufficient grounds for
that purpofe, and to call on the Guardians of the diftri&t or parith to examineand
approve . of the quantity, quality, and fituation of fuch propofed new provifion
grounds ; and if the faid Guardians, or a majority of them, (hall approve of {uch new
provifion grounds, then and in every fuch cale, from and after the expiration of
twelve calendar months after fuch new allotment and approbation asaforefaid, or fuch
longer period, according to the fcaton of the year, as the Gaurdians (hall judge
neceffary to enable the Slaves to put fuch newly allotted grounds into proper cul-
tivation, but not fooner, or otherwife it fhall and may be lawful for any fuch
perfon to take in and put into cultivation, the grounds fo firft allotted for the

aufe of the Slaves,

And whereas there may be fome eftates which, from the nature of the foil and
particular fituation, are not fo proper for the cultivation of provifions, and werc
the Proprietors or Poflefiors compelled to allot portions thereof to every Slave,
for the purpofe of cultivating provifions completely adequate to his or her main-
tenance, as hereinbefore directed, it might be attended with ruinous confequences
to fuch eftates, without anfwering the purpofes thereby intended ; Be it and it

is ‘hereby enattzd by the autharity aforefaid, That every Proprietor, Owner, or

Poffeflor of any plantation or eftate, which, in the judgment of the Guardians,
fhall be fo circumftanced in point of foil or fituation, fhail have it in his or her
option or choice, with the approbation of the Guardians, either to make fuch al-
‘Jotments of lands as aforefaid as provifion grounds, for the maintenance of the Slaves
attached ‘thereto, or to give them a weekly allowance of provifions, completely
adequate to their maintenance: Provided always, that there fhall be at leaft one-
fortieth part of an acre allotted to each Slave, contiguous to the Negro houfes, for
the purpofe of cultivating 2 garden for their fole ufeand benefit.

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every fuch Proprietor, Owner,

.or Poffeffor as aforefaid, fhall annually allow and give to every Slave whom he or

the (hall own, rent, or poflefs, decent and fufficient clothing, according to the
refpeive fex and age of fuch Slave, to be approved of and directed by the Guar-
dians of the diftri¢t wherein the plantation or eftate to which fuch Slave may be
attached fhall be ; and if any Proprietor, Owner, or Pofleflor of any plantation or
eftate, do or fhall negle@ or refufe to comply with or obey any of the provifions of
this claufe, he, fhe, or they, (hall for every {uch neglett or refufal, forfeit and pay
the fum of five pounds for every Slave who fhall not be fo clothed as herein is
dire€ted, to be recovered, paid, and applied in manner hercinafter prefcribed. '

And be it enadted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes when Slaves are
not attached to or refident on any plantation or eftate, the Proprietors or Poffeffors
of all and every of fuch Slaves, fhall provide for and furnith fuch Slaves with com-
fortable lodging, and ample provifions of wholefome food, and with decent cloth-
ing in every year, to be approved and direted by the Guardians of the diftrit
where fuch Proprietor, or, in his or her abfence, bhis or her acting Attorney, fhall

‘be refident, under the penalty laft mentioned.

And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, in order to reftrain arbi-
trary punifhments, That from and after the publication of this A&, it {hall not be
Tawful for any Proprietor of a Slave or Slaves, or for the Attorney of fuch Pro-
prietor, or, in his or herabfence, nor for the Manager, Overfeer, or other free perfon,
having the management or direction of fuch Slave or Slaves in the abfence of the
Proprietor, and where there is no Attorney refident, to infli&, or caufe or know-
ing'y fuffer to be inflied on any Slave, any curporal punilliment other than im-
rsifonment, in a proper and wholefume place of confinement, and whipping, not
. xceed 39 lathes at one time, and for any one offence or fault which by him or her
1=y be committed ; and that in 4l cafcs when either the Proprietor 1s refident on
. eftate, or, if ablent, has an Attorney refident thereon, it fhall not be lawful for
¢y Manager, Overleer, or free perfon employed under fuch Proprietor.ar Attorney,

, . ) to
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to infli&, or caufe or knowingly fuffer to be inflited, on any fuch Slave, any cor-
poral punifbment other than confinement in a proper place, and whipping, not to
exceed 12 lathes at one time, and for any on. offence or fault by him or her com-
mitteds nor fhall any fuch Proprictor, Attorney, Manager, or Overfeer, or other
free perfon as aforefaid, infli¢t or fuffer to be inflicted fuch punithment, nor any
other number of lafhes in the fame day, nor until the delinquent has recovered
from the effe@s of any former punifhment, under the penalty of £.20. for every
fuch excefs or repetition of punithment, to be recovered againft the perfon dire&-
ing or permitting the fame : Provided always, that in all cales where the Proprietor
or other perfon having charge of any fuch Slave, thall conceive the fault committed,
although by law niot cognizable by Juftices of the Peace, to be of fuch enormity as
to deferve more exemplary punifhment than is hereinbefore allowed to be inflicted,
it fhall and may be lawful for him to caufe fuch offending Slave to be carried before
any two Juftices of the Peace, and fuch Juftices are hercby authorized to hear and
examine into every fuch complaint, and to dire&: fuch corporal punifhment, not
- extending to life or limb, as the offence fhall in their. difcretion merit ; after which
punifhment, infliGed by order of the Juftices as aforefaid, no further or other
punithment whatever fhall be inflicted on fuch Slave for that offence, by any perfon
or perfons whomfoever, under the fimilar penalty laft hercinbefore mentioned of £.20.

~ And be it funther enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Proprietor, At-
{forney, Marager, Overfeer, or other free perfon employed as aforelad, doand (hall,
upon any pretence whatfoever, take ufpon himfelf or herfelf to inflict or caufe to be
inflicted on fuch Stave or Slaves as aforefaid, any heavier, greater, or other Kind
of corporal punifhment than thofe which are hereinbefore in that refpe& limited
and prefcribed, every fuch Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, Overleer, or other perfon
~employed. as aforefaid, fhall and may for every fuch offence be proceeded againft
'by prefentment, information, or indictment, in the fame thanner as if the offence
was committed againft a free perfon, and, if found guilty, thall be punifhed by fine
or imprifonment, or both, at the difcretion of the Court wheremn fuch offender
thall have been tried and convicted ; and in cvery atrocious cafe, when {uch offence

fhall appear to have been accompanied with any aggravating . circumftance of fin- .

gular inhumanity or maihem, and the perfon To convifted Ihall be Proprietor of
Owner of_fuch Slave or Slaves, it thall and may be lawful for the luftices of the
faid Court, and they are hereby required to order and adjudge {fuch-Slave or Slaves
‘to be delivered to, and taken poffefiion of by the Guardians of the parith-or dif-
tri&t in which the plantation or eftate to which fuch Slave or Siaves is or are
.attached, or where fuch Proprietor refides, to be by them forthwith fold and dif
pofed of to fome perfon of humane repute, for fuch price as the faid Guardians
_ thall deem fair and adequate, and can be procured for the fame; and fuch Guar-
dians are hereby authorized and required to fell the fame,. and the money arifing
therefrom to be forthwith paid to the Proprietor of fuch Slave or Slaves fo fold as
aforefaid ; and fuch Tate Thall be deemed competent and {ufhicient ia law, to veft the
abfolute property of fuch Slave or Slaves in the purchafer or purchafurs thereof.

- And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if fhall not be lawful

F
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to or for the Proprictor, Owner, or Pofleflor of any plantation or eftate, or any .

perfon or perfons employed by or under fuch Proprietor, Owner, or Poffeflor, ¢xcept
in the art of manufaéturing f{xch fpecies of produce as neceffatily ‘requires night or
extra labour, to :cempel or oblige any Slave attached to or upon {uch plaatation or
effate, to leave his or her houfe in.order to work in the field at his trade until day-
break, or towork during the times of breakfafting and dining; for the firft of
‘which fuch Slave fhall be allowed one half hour in-the morning, and for.the latter
two hours (to wit) from twelve o’clock at noon to two in the aftgrnoon; nor to
compel any fuch Slaves to work after funfet, except in the carrying a bundle of
.grafs or ftock .meat from the field to the ftable, or other place where the fame is to

be confumed, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

_And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no Mafter, Owner, or
Poflefior of any Slave or Slaves, whether in his or her own right, or as Attorney,
119. : Guardian,
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Guardian, Trn[’cee, or otherwife howfoever, fhall, under ény. prefence whatfoever,
difcard or turn away.any {uch Slave or Slaves, being rendered incapable of labour or
fervice by reafon of ficknefs or diforder, age or infirmity ; but every fuch Mafter,

" Owner, or Pofleflor, thall keep fuch Slave or Slaves upon his, her, or their refpective

properties, and feed and provide them with wholefome food, and decent, com-
fortable lodging and clothing, and other neceffaries, and not fuffer them for want .
thereof to wander about at large, and become a nuifance-and burthenfome to others

~ for fubfiftence ; and jt fhall and may be lawful for any white or free-coloured per-

fon to take up all fuch difeafed or infirm Slave or Slaves, who may be found gomg ‘
about at large as above mentioned, and carry him, her, or them, before any of His
Majefly’s Juftices of the Peace, or any of the Guardians for the town or parifh
where taken up, which Juftice of the Peace or Guardian fhall and he is hereby di- .
rected to make immediate enquiry into the condu& of fuch Owner, Pofleflor, At-
torney, or Truftee ; and if it fhall appear to the faid Juftice or Guardian, that the
Slaves going about at large be owing to negle& or mal-treatment from the Owner,
Pofleflor, Attorney, or Truftee, he, the, or they fo offending, fhall forfeit for every:
fuch offerice the fum of £.10. current money, to be levied on their %oods and
chattels, by warrant under the hand and feal of the Juftice or Guardian before whom
convidted ; one moiéty to be paid to the perfon taking up the Slave as aforefaid, and
the other moiety to be paid into the hands of the Treafurer, for the public ufes of
this government ; and the Owner, Pofleffor, Attorney, or Truftee, fhall forthwith
enter into.recognizance in the fum of fifty pounds, with two fufficient fureties
in the fum of twenty-five pounds each, that the Slave (hall in future be well treated,
lodged, fed, and clothed; but in cafe of neglet or refufal to enter into recog-

" nizance as aforefaid, then it fhall and may be lawful for the Juftice or Guardian to

comsmit the Slave to the charge of the cage-keeper of the neareft town where taken
up, to be by him lodged and fed, for which he fhall be entitled to receive from the
Owner, Pofleffor, Attorney, or Truftee, at the rate of half a dollar per day, recover-

~able on his goods weekly, by warrant under the hand and feal of the Juftice or

Guardian committing, until he fhall have entered into recognizance as aforefaid,

And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That all Mafters and
Miftrefles, Owners, or, in their abfence, Managers and Overfeers of Slaves, fhall, as
much as in them Ties, endeavour the inftru&ion of their Slaves in the principles of
the Chriftian Religion, whereby to facititare tieir convetfion, and fhall do their
utmoft endeavours to fit- them for baptifin, and, as foon as conveniently can be,
caufe to be baptized all fuch as they can' make fenfible of a duty to God and the
Chriftian Faith; which ceremony the clergymen of the refpetive parifhes are to
perform gratis, and alfo to attend them in ficknefs when their {piritual aid may be
required. . - : ‘

.And be it further ena&ed by the atthority aforcfaid, That upon every plantation
or eftate in thefe Iflands, there fhall, within four months from and after the publi-
catior of this A&, be eretted and built a good and fufficient hofpital,’ in propor-
tion to the number of Slaves on fuch plantation or eftate, ‘in a proper and healthy

- fituation, for the infirm and fick Slaves, with proper attendants, into which all the - ‘

Slaves, who hall be abfent from their work under any pretence of ficknefs, fhall be
ordered and put by the Manager or Perfon having the charge of fuch plantation and .
Slaves, who is hereby further required and directed to keep a hofpital book, with
the names of the Siaves fo admitted, the dates of their admiffion, and alfo of their
difmifficn or death, and in which (hall be inferted by the furgeon or other medi-
cal attendant of the faid plantation, the nature of their complaints or difeafes.

And be it enaded by the authority aforefaid, That at the time limited and ap-
pointed, or to be limited and appointed, in any and every Tax Bill for giving jn a
lift of taxable objets in every year, the Owner, Ovcr?'eer, or Manager of every

. plantation or eftate, fhall give in on cath a particular account of all the births and
. deaths of the Slaves of fuch plantation or eftate for the preceding year, under the
- penalty of twenty pounds for every omiffion, to be recovered from the Owner of
- {uch plantation or eftate; and if the not giving in upon ocath fuch accounts fhall

be
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be owing to the neglect of the Manager or Overfeer of fuch plantation or eftate,
it fhall and may. be lawful for the Owner or Pofleflor of fuch plantation or eftate,
to ftop and detain the penalty he or fhe fhall fuffer by this law, out of the wages
of fuch Manager or Overfeer. , : : ‘

‘And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid; That fuch account fhall alfo con-
tain the caufes of the deaths of fuch Slaves as_(hall have died during the preceding
year, to be certified by the furgeon or principal medical attendant of fuch plan-
tation or eftate, to the beft of his knowledge,. judgment, and belief. '

- And, in order that encouragement may be given to the increafe and protection
of Negro infants, Be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every
fema'e Slave who fhall have fix children living, (hall be exempted from hard labour,
~ and the Owner or Poffeffor of fuch female Slave fhall be exempted from all taxes
for fuch female Slave, and a deduétion fhall be'made for all fuch female Slaves from
the tixes of fuch Owner or Poffeffor, by certificate of the perfon or perfons to be
appointed by any Tax Bill to be hereafter pafled for taking the lifts of taxable ob-
jeéts, directed to the Treafurer of this Iiland for the time being, for which purpofe
proof fhall be given on oath, to the fatisfaction of fuch perfon or perfons, not only
that the requifite number of children, together with the mother, are living, but
alfo that the mothér is exempted from all manner of hard labour, and is provided
with- the means of an eafy and comfortable maintenance. ‘

And, in order to prevent any perfon from mutilating or difmembering any Slave
or Slaves, Be it furthér enadted by the- authority aforefaid, That if any Malfter,
Miftrefs, Owner, or Pofleflor, or other perfon whatfoever, fhall, at his, her, or their
own will and pleafure, or his or their diréCtion, or with his, ber, or their knowledge,
fufferance, privity, or confent, mutilate or difmember, or caufe to be mutilated
or difmembered, any Slave or Slaves, he, The, or they, fhall be liable to be profe-
cuted by information or indi@ment for every fuch offence in the Court of King’s
Bench and Grand Seffions, or any other Court of fimilar Jurifdiction in thefe Iflands,
and, upon convi&ion, fhail be punithed by fine not lefs than £. 100. norexceeding
£. 500., and imprifonment not eXceeding twelve months, for each and every Slave
. fo ‘mutilated or difmembered, and fuch punifhment is declared to be without
prejudice to any a&tion that can or may be brought at common law, for recovery of
damages for or on account of the fame ; and in_every atrocious cale, where the
Owner of fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be convicted of fuch offence, the Juftices of
the Court before whom fuch offender fhall have been tried and convied, are
hereby empowered, in cafe they fhall think it neceffary for the future protetion of
{uch Slave or Slaves, to declare and adjudge him, her, or them, free and dilcharged

of and from all manner of fervitude to' Tuch Owners, to all intents and purpofes .

whatfoever; and in all fuch cafes, the Juftices of fuch Court are hereby authorized
and empowered, if to them it fhall appear neceflary, to order and dire& the fine ad-
judged by them, to be paid into the hands of the Treafurer of thofe Iflands to the
ufe of the public ; the Treafurer for the time being, in confideration thercof, paying to
fuch of the faid Slaves fo freed and difcharged from fervitude as aforefaid, the fum of
-£.10. per annum, towards his, her, or their maintenance and {upport during life; and
in cafe of any fuch mutilation or difmembering of any Slave being committed as
aforefiud, it fhall and may be lawFul to and for the Taid Clx’zardxans, or any one or more
of them, upon complaint and application to him or them made by fuch Slave or
Slaves fo mufulated, and they are hereby required, upon view and certainty of the fac,
to fend fuch Slave or Slaves To mutilated_forthwith to the neareft cage where fuch
offence Thall bave been committed ; or if fuch complaint and information that any
Slave or STaves is or are To mutilated, fhall arife from the probable intelligence of
any other Slaves or otherwife, to iffue their or his warrant to any conftable, cr-
dering him immediately to proceed to the place where fuch Slave or Slaves {fo mu-
tilated may be, and to bring him, her, or them, and if under confinement to re-
leafe and bring him, her, or them; before fuch guardian or guardians, who, on view
and certainty of the faé as aforefaid, {hall fend fuch Slave or Slaves fo mutilated, to
the neareft cage as aforefaid, which Slave or Slaves fhall be there fafely kept by
‘ The
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the cago-keeper, bt not worked at the public expence until the determination of
the protecution, which the faid Guardians are hereby 311'§étéd and required to
purfue and canry into eflett againt the perpetrators of the faid mutilations, in man-
ner aforefaid ; and the keeper of fuch cage is hereby required to receive fuch Siave
or Slaves into his cuftody, and during fuch-time as fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be
detained in the cage, to provide and allow a fufficient quantity of proper food daily
for his or her or their fubfiftence and fupport, at the expence of the perfon
offending as aforefaid, and under the diretion and approbation of the faid Guar-
dians, who are hereby authorized to iffue their warrant for payment of the.fame, to
be levied on the goods and chattels of the offender.

And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That at the firft meeting of
the Council.and Affembly after the firft day of January, in the year of our Lord
1798, and at the firft meeting thereof after the firft day of January in each and every
fubfequent year, during the contifuance of this A&, the Houfe of Aflfembly (hall
proceed to nominate and appoint, with the approbation and concurrence of the

"Council, three fit perfons for each parifh, and for the Ifland of Curiacow and the

other. Grenadines, who thall ferve as Guardiahs of and to the Slaves belonging to the -
refpe&ive parithes, and thé 1i4nds for which fuch Guardians fhall be fo nominated
and appointed; and alfo three perfons being fre,eholder.s, rcﬁdcn_t in the town of
Saint George; as Guardians of and to the Slaves within the faid town; and the .
clerk of the affembly fhall publith in the firft gazette or public newspaper, to be
printed after fuch nomination and appointment, the names of the feveral Guardians

" And be it ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That the Guardians of Siaves herein- .
after named and appointed, within ten days after the publication hereof, and all.
Guardians of Slaves, within ten days after fuch notice of their appointment being
gi{ren as aforefaid, and before they proceed on the execution of their office, fhall

apply themf{élves to fome Juftice of the Peace, and before him take the following

oath. I, A- B. do fwear, that I will diligently, truly, faithfully, and impartially, per-
form the ofiice of a Guardian of Slaves of the parith of ~ orthe town
of Saint George, for which I am appointed this prefent year, and will not, for favour
or affetion, on any confideration whatfoever, excufe any perfon or perfons offending
acainft or negle®ing his, her, or their duty, as enjoined by an A&, intituled, an A&

~{for the better prote&ion, and promoting the natural increafe and population of Slaves

within the ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Grenadines as are annexed to the
Government thereof; for compelling an adequate provifion forand care of them, as
well in ficknefs and old age as in heaith, and for conftituting and appointing Guar-
dians to effeCtuate and carry into exccution the regulations and purpofes of this A&;

-nor will I, for hatred, malice, ill-will or partiality, profecute, prefent, or punifh any

one, but in all things will comply with and conform to the direétions, orders, and
duties enjoined me by the faid A&, according to the beft of my underftanding,
1kill, power, and judgment. So help me God. Which faid oath every Juftice of
the Peace, on application to him for that purpofe made by the Guardian, is hereby
authorized and required to adminifter, and tranfmit, withia ten days afterwards, a
certificate thereof, to be filed in the Secretary’s cffice ; and if any Guardian fo nomi-
nated, and having fuch notice of his nomination as aforefaid, fhall refufe to att in
his {aid office, or thall negle® or refufe to be fwora as aforefaid, and who, being {worn
and alting, {hall negle@® his duty or abufe the powers by this A¢t vefted in him, he
fhall for every fuch offence forfeit £. o current roncy, to be recovered in the Court
of King’s Bench and Grand Seffion, by indi@&ment ‘or information, to be paid into
the public treafury for the public ufes of the colony ; and any perfon having ferved the
office of guardian for one year, (hall not be compelled or compellable to ferve the
fame office again until the expiration of twe years thereafter, and in the ;mean time
until fuch appcintment of guardians can be made as aforefaid. . :

‘And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That for the town of Saint George,
the honourable Alexander Cockburn, John Orr, and William Arnold, efquires ; for
the parifh of Saint George the honourable Alexander Scott, John Rofs, and Wilfon

: A P. Richard{on,
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P. Richardfon, efquires; for the Parith of Saint David, the honourable Samuel
Mitchell, James Hay, and Henry Palmer, efquires ; for the Parith of Saint Andrew,
Thomas Robertfon, Ifiac Horsford, and James Campbeli junior, efquires; for the
Parith of Saint Patrick, John Hervey, Nicholas Herbert, and Alexander Frafer,
efquires ; for the parith of Saint Mark, Alexander Campbell, Gordon Turnbull, and
William Sandback, efquires; for the Parith of Saint John, John Hay, James Mays,
and Alexander Branders, efquire ; for the Ifland of Cariacow, and the other Grena-
dines, William Arbuthnot, Andrew Whiteman, 2zd John Bell, efyuires, thall be and
are hereby appointed Guardians of and to the Siaves within their refpedtive diftricts,
and (hail take the fame oath of office,and act and difcharge the duty of Guardians in
the fame manner, and under the fame penalty, to be recovered and appiied in the
fame manner as if they were Guardians nominated and appointed in manner pre-

fcribed by this Act.

And be it further enaéed by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be
lawful to and for the faid Guardians, or any two of them, in their refpeétive diftiiés,
and they are hereby authorized and required once in every fix months (except the
(Guardians hereinbefore named and appointed, whoare hereby authorized and required
within the firft three months, and at all other times when any complaint or informa-
tion fhall appear to render their prefence necetlary) to vifit the feveral eftates and
plantations within their refpetive diftricts,and to hearand enquire into the comglaints,
and enquire into and infpect the grounds, clothing, lodging, maintenance, and treat-
ment of the Slaves within their refpective diftriéts, and into the flate and condition
of furniture and conveniences of the hofpita; and for a more effectual difcovery of
the truth with refpe@ of the clothing, lodging, feeding, and maintenance of the Slaves,
as well in ficknefs as in health, fha!l examine the Manager and principal Overleer, and
the Surgeon or medical attendant on fuch eftate or plantation, and all other perfons
likely to be able to give teftimony, if {from any fulpicious circumflances or circum-
ftance it (hall appear neceffary to a majority of the faid Guardians touching the fame,

after having firft adminiftered to fuch Manager, principal Overfeer, or other free per-
fon, an cath of the following tenor: I, A. B. wiil true an‘wer make to a!l fuch queftions
as fhall be put to me touching the number, ages, clothing, lodging, feeding, mainte-
nance, and treatment of the Slaves, upon and belongiag to the eftate of '
or within the town of Saint Geerge. 8o help me God. And if any Manager, prin-
cipal Overfeer, or other white or free perfon, (hall refufe to e {worn, or when iworn
to anfwer{uch queftions as fhall be put to himrelative to the {everal matters mentioned
in the faid oath, he fhall forfeit £. 5o., to be recovered in the manner hereinafter
mentioned, and to be paid into the treafury for the public ufes of the Colony ; dnd
in cafe of the wilful and corrupt perjury of any fuch white or free petfon, be {hall
and may be prolecuted by prefentment, indi&tment, or information, and be punithed
as in cafes of witful and corrupt perjury at common law; and if on enquiry into the
complaint or complaints made by any of the Slaves of any eftate, plantation, or town,
or on view.or from the examination of the Manager, principal Overfeer, or fuch
other white or free perfons, or otherwile, it thall appear to the faid Guardans 1n the
refpeQtive diftricts, or any two of them, that zany offence hath been committed
againft this A&, then and in every fuch cafe they are hereby authorized and ftnctly
required, without delay, by all or fome of the ways and means hereby in that
refped provided, to fue and profecute the offender and offenders for the recovery
of fuch penalties or penalty, or to fuch punithment or punithments as 1s or are by
this A annexed to the offence or offences by him or them committed; and ali
fuits and profecutions carried on by or in the names of the faid guardians, any one
or more of them, with the approbation of two of them at leait, thall be main-
‘tained by the public, and the expences attending the fame defrayed out of the
" public treafury.

Arid whereas the manumitting and fetting free Slaves, difeafed, blind, aged, os
ootherwife difabled from working, without making provifion for their fultcnance
and comfort, ought to be prevented, as it obliges them to ramble about and beg

F.
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for fubfiftence, which frequently compzls them to the neceffity of robbing and fteal- |
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ing, 4nd léads them to other bad praices to fupport themfe’ves: And whereas it
is alfo neceffary to difcourage the too frequent and, inditcriminate manumiffion of
Slaves, without a fufficient provifion being made for their fupport; Be it therefore
enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the pu’ohcanon of this
A&, it fhall not be lawful for any perfon or perfons to manumit or fet free any

‘Slave or Slaves belonging to him, her, or them, without firft paying unto the Trea-

furer of thele Tands for the time being, the fum of £. 100 current money for each
and every Slave fo manumitted ; and the Treafurer is hereby directed and required

:to certify on the back ot the manumiffion, that fuch fum has been to him paid ; and

no manumiffion executed after the publication of this A&, without fuch certificate,

‘fhall be of any force or validity what{oever.

And be it ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That each, and every perfon fo

. manumitted, thall be entitled to receive an annuity of £.10. current money, to be

paid by the Treafurer, one moiety every fix months, who.is hereby authorized and

‘required - to pay the fame for and during the natural life of fuch perfon or perfons
-fo manumitted and fet free as aforefaid.

 And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any perfon or

-perfons fo manumitted as aforefaid, fhall be abfent from this government, he, the,
-or they, fhall be entitled to receive fuch annuity.as aforefaid, upon tran{mitting or

producing to the Treafurer of thefe Iflands, a certificate from the Reétor of the pa-

-rith where fuch perfon or perfons may a&ually refide, or from any of His Majefty’s*

Juftices of the Peace in fuch parith, ifland, or place, of him, her, or their being

“then alive, and conduting and behaving him, her, or themfelves, as peaceable and

good fubjeéts; and fuch certificate fhall be a fufficient warrant to the Treafurer for
the time being, to pay the annuity or arrears of annuity as aforefaid.

And be it ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That in cafes of any heinous

. crime, mifdemeanor, or other diforderly conduét of any fuch perfon or perfons fo

manumitted and fet free, on convi&ion thereof on the oath of one or more cre-
dible witnefs or witnefles before any three of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace,
fuch perfon or perfons fo offending fhall forfeit to His Majefty, His Heirs and
Succeflors, ' the whole of fuch annuity, or fo much thereof as the faid Juftices in

“their judgment may think proper, in proportion to the heinoufnefs of the offence

committed ; fuch forfeiture to be applied to the public ufes of this government.

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon or
petfons, whofe ufual refidence has been in this government, fhall, at any time after
the publication of this At, be manumitted or fet free by any deed of manumif-
fion, executed:in any other place than within this government, fuch manumiffion

fhall be and is hereby declared to be nuil and void in this government, to all in-

tents and purpofes whatfocver, any law, cuftom, .or ufage to the contrary in any-

-wife notwithftanding, until the fum of £.100. be by each and -every fuch perfon

fo manumitted, paid into the hands of the Treafurer as aforefaid, which fhall en-
title the perfon paying the fame to reccive the annual fum of £.10. as hereinbefore
mentioned.

And be it enafted by the .authority aforefaid, That all penalties and forfeitures

.in this A@ mentioned, the recovery and application whereof have not already been
-declared, fhall be recovered in the {aid Court of Common Pleas, by attion of debt,

biil, plaint, or information, and paid intothe bands of the public Treafurer, for the
‘pubiic ufes of .the .Colony. :

- And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Guardian of Slaves
fhall be {ued or molefted for any thing done by virtue of this A&, he fhall and may
plead the general iifue, and give this A& and the {pecial matters in evidence; and
if -the Piaintiff be noniuited or difcontinue his a&ion, or a verdi& be found againft
him, he fhall pay treble cofts of fuit ; and this A& fhall be deemed a public A&, and

-all Judges, Juftices, and Juries, are to take .notice thereof .accordingly, without
fpecially pleading the fame. o

And
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Andbe enatted by the authority aforefaid, That this A& fhall be and remain Claufe26;
- in force from the publication thereof, for and during the term of two years thereafter, .
and until fome further or other provifion fhall be made by the Legiflature for the
purpofes of this AGt. - s

‘Pafled the Aflembly,
-17th November 1797.
(Signed)

Fn* Lynch,
Clerk of the Aflembly.

‘Dated at Saint ‘George’s, gth December, in the year of
.our Lord 1797, and in the 38th year of the reign of
.our Sovereign Lord George the Third, of Great Britain,
‘France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and

fo forth. _
(Signed) '
_ Fames Hay, Speaker.
Pafled the Council - this 24th November, in -the year of our Lord 1797.
’(Signed) G. H. Horfley. ‘ '
"Deputy Clerk of the Counetl, -
(Signed) Charles Green.
“Affented to by his Excéllency ‘the - Captain-General and Commander ia
.Chief, this gth December 1797.
.(Signed) G. H. Horfley.
‘Deputy Clerk of the Council.
GRENADA. _ o ‘ :
.Duly proclaimed at Saint George's, in the Ifland of Gre-
.nada, the 11th of December.1797.
 (Signed) . Davis.:
‘Dep. Prov. Marfhal.

“Copy. “No. 6. —Copy of a Letter from Governor Green to
_his Grace the. Duke of Portland ; dated :Grenada,
*Secret. ‘ :10th;June 1793.

My Lord Duke, ' A :

1 acknowledge the honour of your Grace’s Letter, of the23d of April laft
-(marked Circular and Secret) with its Enclofures, and I requeft your Grace may be
:aflured, that. I fhall take into my moft ferious and ‘immediate - confideration, the
different points.which are therein recommended to .my attention, and that I fhall
* ufe my earneft endeavours to imprefs upon the minds of the leading Members of
;tthfl Legiflature, the importance of -this fubje& .to.the welfare and profperity of the
~Colony. .

On the zoth February laft, ‘1 had 'the honour -to tranf{mit to your Grace a
.certified copy of a Bill which had paffed here, embracing fome of the objetts
fpecified in -the obfervations your Grace has had the goodnefs .to honour me with
~on this head; and.in May laft I tran{mitted a fecond copy of the fame A&, having
rreafon .to believe . that. the finft had mifcarried.

1 have the honour .to'be, &c. _
. Cha® Green.

"His Grace the
iDuke of .qutland.
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No. 7. — Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Dﬁke
of Portland to Governor Green ; dated Whitchall, 14th
July 1798 — N° 10. c ' ’

WITH refpe& to the A& of the Ifland of Grenada, jranfmitted to me by
you “ for the better proteftion, and for promoting the natural increafe and
<« population of the Slaves within the Ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Gre-
«¢ nadines as are annexed to the Government thereof, &c.” although it does not
by any means go to the extent that the cafe may be found to require, yet I have
no doubt but the Legiflature will continue to take every opportunity of making
fuch further local provifion and regulations, as will tend to the attainment of the
important objecs propofed by the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, of the
-6th April 1794.

No. 8.—Extra&t of a Letter from his Grace the Duke
of Portland to Governor Green; dated Whitehall,
12th Auguft 1798.—(No. 11.)

IN my Letter to you of the 17th ultimo, I have taken notice of the A you
zefer to, which embraces fome of the objefts of the benevolent intentions which -
di&ated the Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th April 1797 ; I have
06 doubt but the Affembly will continue to ufe their beft endeavours for the
attainment of the end propofed by thofe Refolutions. : .

No. g.—Extra& of a Lctter from Governor Green to
his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada,
September 3d, 1748.

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your Grace’s Letter of the 17th July, con-
veying to me your Grace’s approbation of the regulations, as far as they extend,

made in the A& for the better protetion of Slaves, &c. which I had the honour
to tran{mit to your Grace.

No. 10.—Extra& of a Letter from Governor Green to

his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada,

November sth 1798.

T SHALL not fail to take every opportunity of bringing to the recolle&ion of
the Council and Aflembly, the Refolutions of the Houle of Commons, of the
6th April 1797, relating to the Negroes in. the Britith Weft India Iflands, and 1
fhall endeavour to imprefs upon them the urgent ncceffity of adopting the moft
effe@ual meaiures for attaining the important objeéts of that Refolution.

(Copy.) No. 11.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Green to his
’ Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Grenada, Sep-
tember 4th 1799. : .

" My Lord Duke, - - : : : . o

. THAVE been honoured with your Grace’s circular Letter, of the 12th July laft,

accompanied by t':e copy of a Refolutionof the Houfe of Commons, of the11th July, -
ard I (hall not fail co pay due attention to His Mzj fty’s gracious commands therein

fignified to me, by tran{mitting to your Grace, with as little delay as poffible, ““ An |
<« account, {pecifyirg, as far as the fame can be made up, the total number of
“ Negroes now in this Colony, and the total number of births and-deaths {on-an
' _4¢ average
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average of the laft three years) diftingui(hing what proportion of thofe that died
« were born within the fame, or had been imported more than three years before,
« and what number of thofe that died had been.imported within three years of the
¢ time of their death, together with the Documents in which fuch accounts thall be
« founded, in order that the fame may be laid before the Houfe early in the next
<« Seffion of Parliament.” h - '

But it is neceflary for me to obferve to your Grace, that a portion of the period
of fime fpecified in the above inftructions (three years) within which the averaged
number-of births and deaths is to be ftated, followed [o immediately after ‘the
infurre@ion, in which fo large a proportion of the Slaves were engaged, that I fear
it will be difficult to procure an accurate account on this head, nor can it, even
if furnifhed, be confidered asa Document whereon to found any calculation refpe&-
ing the averaged increafe or decreafe of the number of Slaves in this Colony at any
other given period, when free from a calamity of the like nature.

A very confiderable proportion of the Slaves who had been out m the woods,
" perithed in confequence of difeafes contracted during their abfence from the plan-

tations, and very few,births in proportien took place until fome time after good
order was re-eftablithed. :

-~

I have the honour to be, &c..

‘Charles Grees:
Copy. ,
No. 12. — Copy of a Letter from Governor Green to his
Triplicate. : Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Grenada, 6thO&o-

ber-1799.

My Lord Duke,

IN obedience to His Majefty’s commands, fignified to me in your Grace’s Dil-
patch of the 12th July laft, I now do myfelt the honour to tran{mit a return,
{pecifying, as far as the fame could be made up, the total number of Negroes now in
this Government, and the total number of births and deaths (on an average for
the laft three years) diftinguifhing what proportion of thofe that died were born
within this Government, or had been imported more than three years before;
and what number of thofe that died have been imported within three years of the
;ime of their death, together with the Documents on which fuch return is
ounded.

Having fubjoined to the Report fome remarks, from myfelf on the fubjedt of it,
1 apprehend it is unneceffary to trouble your Grace with a repetition -of them.

I have the honour to be, &c.
. Cha' Green.
His Grace the
Duke of Portland, K. G.
&c. &c. &c.

No. 13.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke
of Portland to Governor Greens dated Whitehall,
22d November 1799. 4 -

" THE obfervation contained in your Letter of the 7th September, relative o tne

_period mentioped in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, which was tran{-
mitted in my circular Letter of the 12th of July laft, is highly deferving attention,
and therefore, although it will be proper to comply with the Refolution of the
Houfe of Commons in the termis ftated, as far as it can be done; yet I defire you
will furnith me alfo with a further account, fimilar to that thereby required, for the
three years immediately preceding the infurre@ion in Grenada,

119.
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No. 14 —Extra& of a Letter from Governor Green to
his Grace the Duke of Partland ; dated Grenada,

211t Japuary 1800.

HAVING fome time ago tranfmitted a return of the Slaves, agreeable to the
Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons, I have now only to obferve, in reply to your
Grace’s dire&ions, refpeting my fending a further account of the fame nature
for the .three years preceding the infurretion, that I am apprelienfive fuch an
_account, drawn up with any degree of accuracy, cannot be procured, the Docu-
‘ments neceffary for the purpofe having been almoft entirely deftroyed during the
difturbances in this Ifland ; I (hall not fail, however, to make immediate enzzuir;?
«on the fubje&, and inform your Grace further thereupon. ‘
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Cuthbert, dated Spanifh Town, 12th December 1797; addrefled to

N° 1.—Letter fubfcribed Simon Tajlor, Heury Shirley, George Murray, and Lewis g
} p.3.G.
the Earl of Balcarres =~ = = « = = = =« « = « =« =

N° z. —Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Pertland; 3
dated Jamaica, z4th December 17g7
{Three Enclofures.)
(1) Addrefs, to His Mzjetty, of the Afflzmbly of Jamaict -
(z) Addrefs, to His Majefty, of the Council of Jamaica- -
(3-) A& for laying a Duty on ail Negro Slaves imported into
Jamaica - - - 4 o - - .- 0w o e o

) pp. 4~9. G

Neo 3.—Extralt of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to the Earl of Balcarres; }
-p.12.G.
10th May 17g8.

N° g—Another; - - -« - - = - = - ..« « - 25thMay 1799 - ibid.
Ne g.—another; « - = « = = -« - = - - - -iothAogutiygy - parG.

- N¢ 6.=Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland;

dated Jamaica, sthJan. 28c0
(Two Enclofures.)

(1.) Addrefs, to his Majefty, of the Council and Aflzmbly of op. u—x6 G.
Jamaica = - - - - . - - e o - - . -

(2.} Bxtra&t Report of a Committee of the Heoufe of Aflzmbly
on the General State of taz Colony - - - - - -

Ne 7.—ZEarl of Balcarres to the Duke of Pertland; - 516.G
dated Jamaica, 221 March xSco} p.10.%5.
(Nireteen Inclofures.) :

(1.)=Circular Letter from the Sccretary’s Office, Jamaica, - ibid
1o0th Oduber 1799
(2)}—Crdcrin Council, rzth February 1800 = - - - - - - - ibid.

(3.)~—Commuricazion trom the Licutenant Governor to the Council,

. 21t Merch 1820 } - p17.G
(4-)—Number of Staves in th: Parith of St. Andrew - - - - - . ibid
(5-})—Return from Clarzandon Parih - - - - - - « - « - ibid
(6.)==D° - from the Culos of Kingfton Féwn = - - - - - - ibid.
(7.)—Number of Slaves, &c. in St, Thomas and Sz. David - - - -pa8.G
(8.)—De° - - - inSt.Joha’s - - - - - - - - - -p19.G.
(9)=D° - - -* . inthe Parith of Hanover - - - - - - -p23G.
(10)=D° - - - inthe Parihof St James - - - - - - p.26.G.
(11.)—=D° - - - inthe Parith of St Blizabeth - - - - - - p28.G,

(12.)—D° - - - intheParith of Weitmerlarnd - - « - - - p.36.G.
(13.)—Naval Officer’s Zetwrn of imported and exported Negroes - - p.39.G.
(14.)—Number of Negroes taxed in the Parith of 5t. Catherice - - = ibid.

{15.)—Number of Nvgroes in the Parith of 8t. Dorothy - - - - - p40.G.
(16.)—Number of Slaves in the Parifth of Trelawney - - - - - - p43.G,
(17.)—Number of Negroes in the Parith of §t. Thomas in the Vale - p.47.G.
(18.)=—Number of Negroes in the Parith and I{land of S§t. Mary- + - p.51.G.
. (19.)—Another Return from the fame Parih - - - - - - -" - .bid
N° 8.~Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland; dated 23d March 1800~ - - p.52.G.
{One Inclofure.)
Commanication of tie Cemmittee ~f Council to his Honour the Governor, rela- .
tive to the Increafe, &c. of Ncgroes -« - - -« - - - - - - - } - ibid.
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{Copy.) No. 1.—Copy of a Letter from Simon Taylor, Fenry
Shirley, George Murray, and Lewis Cuthoert, Efquires,
to the Farl of Balcarres ; dated 12th December 1797 ;
and tranfmitted in his Lordthip’s Letter to the Duke of

" Portland, of Dezember 17g7. :

Spanith Town, 12th December 1767,
My Lord, :
‘/ E beg leave to thark your Lordfhip for the confidential communication; to us,
of his Grace the Duke of Po:tland’s Letter of the 1ath of Septembér, and for
your anxious defire to accord the expectations expreffed by that Minilter with the
fentiments znd interefts of the People of this 1fland. .
. We afiure your Lordthip that we entertain unfhaken loyalty to the Kine's
Perfon and Government, and a2 moft affeltionate attachment to Great Britain; both
founded in principle; and we truft we may appeal to your Lordfhip’s juttice,
- whether we have not on all occafions given fteady fupport to your Admiiniftration,
in the courfe of which circumitarces occurred that rendered it neceffary to raife
enormeus taxes on the people; which muft have been fll heavier, had not your
Lordihip’s a&ivity and cxertions for the fafety and prote&ion of this Country been
fo happily diftinguittied.

We are fully conviaced of the critical and dangerous firuation in which Great
Britain and her Colonies are placed fiom the Enemy we have to contend with, formida-
ble by its power, but {till more by unremitting attempts againft all order, good govern-
ment, and virtue, eminently deftructive to Countrics circumftanced as thisis. Weare
moft anxious to join our efforts in common with thofe of our fellow Citizens to the
exertions of the Mother Country, to repel a Foe from whom we have fo mucly to appre-
hend. While we make this folemn declaraticn of cur fentiments to your Lordihip,
permit us to exprefs how much the Inhabitants of the 1fland at large feel themfelves
injured and oppreffed by the fupport, given by fome of His Majefty’s confidential
fervants, to meafures calculated i the firft inftance not only to check but effeCiualiy
to deftroy improvements which ate now rapidly carrying on in all parts ¢f this
valuable Colony, promiifing the greateft advantages to the ftability of the Ifland by
increafing its population, and uffurding thofe means from which alone revenue can
flow, in @ degree far beyond all former experience.  Miniflers well know that taxes
cannot be borne but in proportion to the profperity of the Country in which they
are laid, and that fuch profperity muft be the ¢fieCt of improvements. There are
at this time many hundred thoufand acres of land in this ifland well calculated to
increafe our Staples, that ¢nly want Labourers (which can bz fupplied no where but
from Africa) to be made produétive of immenie revenve as well as ineitimable
advantages to the commerce and navigation of the Parent State.

Should we be deprived of the only means of proiperity arifing from the importa-
tion of Negroes, which we are entitled to under the fan&ion and encourageneat of
many A&s of the Briifh Parliament, and fhould our Staples coniinue to be taxed
with heavy duties, pay2ble on their arrival at the market t wiich they muit

119, exclufively
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exclufively be font in the firt infance, whereby a great .adyantagc i.s given to the
produce of foreign Colonies over ours at other markets, it is too evident that this
Country muft be rapidly impoverifhed 5 its inhabiraats, their families, and tivir
creditors ruined ; and its Legiflature rendered totally unable to provide for the heavy
contingent expences of its Government. ) .

So much has already been urged on the fubject of an Aboli:ion of the Slave
Trade, that we fhall at prefent only exprefs our furprife that the promoters of that
meafure fhould not be impreffed with an idea that Negroes muft have a much better
chance of being made comforiable and happy under Chriftian Mafters, peffefied of
liberal principles, whofe authority is limited by law, than Sl'avcs in Africa under
favage tyrants pofiefling the power of life and death over their dependaits. Your
Lordfhip, who has been in many parts of the Ifland, and has had opporiunities of
knowing the treatment and condition of wha: may be properly cdiled s Pealantry,
can, and we truft will, bear teftimony for us in this refpet, that they are treated .
with mildnefs and humanity. '
~ As individuals affeitionately atcached to the -Pareat State, we have laid before
your Lordihip our fentiments on obje&s which, in cur cpinion, deferve the ferious
confideration of His Majefty’s Minilters, as conneéad with the profperity of the
Empire at large, and moit efpecially interelting to, this Colony. We have the
fulloft confidence that your Lordibip willy in any communicaticn you fhail be pleafed
to make of thefe our fentimenss, do juftice to the purity of our motives.

We have the henour to be, &c.

(Signed) Simen Taylor,
Henry Shirlsy,
George Murray,
Lewis Cuthbert.

(Copy.) No. 2.—Copy cf a Letter frem the Earl of Balcarres to
his Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Jamaica, 24th
December 1797. -

(Three Enclofures.)

Jamaica, 24th December 1797.
My Lord, -
IN obedience to the commands of His Majefty, and in conformity to your Grace’s
Jetter of the 6th of May 1797, inclofing the Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons
of the 6th of April laft, T have now the honour to tranfinit to your Grace an
Addrefs from the Council, and alfo one from the Affembly, to His Moft Excellent
Majelty.
I have the honour tobe, &c.
Balcarres.
To his Grace the Duke of Portland, '
&c. &c. &c.

(1.) In the Earl of Balcarres’s of the 24th December 1797.
JAMAICA. £. Copy of an Addrefs of the Aflerably of Jamaica.
To The King’s Moft Excellent Majefty.
The humble Addrefs of the Affembly of Jamaica.

Moft Gracious Sovereign,

We Your Majefty’s dusitul and loyal fubjets, the Afembly of Jamaica, beg
leave to return Your Majefly our thanks for having gracioully been pleafed to give
dicetions to the Governor of this Your Majefly’s ifland, to recommend to the
Council and Aflembly <0 2dopt fuch meafures as fhall appear to them beit calculared
to obviate che czufes that have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes,
and moft conducive to their moral and religious improvement; and to affure Your

Majefty,



JAMAICA 5 G.

Majefty, that we are anxious to proceed with effedt, but at the fame time, with Jamaica

prudence, inenacling the moft falutary laws for the government of the Negroes.

We have this Seflion paffed two Bills; the one to promote the humane and
beneficent views of the Britifh Legiflature, in removing the evils attending the Middle
Paffage, and to obviate one of the caufes that have hitherto impeded the natural
increafe of the Negroes; and the other as highly conducive to their moral and
religious improvement : the firft of thefe Bills grants to Your Majefty a heavy duty,
which will operate as a prohibition on all imported Negroes above twenty-five years of
age, and gives a power to the Magiftrates of every parith where Negroes may be
imported and fold, to appoint proper officers to infpet them before they can be
lnded, and to report to the Receiver General fuch 2s they may find of that defcrip-
tion on board: oaths are required, and fevere penalties are inflited to enforce thefe
regulations. :

We know from long experience, that younz Negroes are moft eafily reformed
and corre@ed of the vicious habits they imbibe in Africa, and are more fuccefsfully
inftru@ed in the principles of morality and religion, ard brought to a life of induftry,

than when grown up to manhood ; becaule, in their owa country they are ac- .

cuftomed, except at particular times, to a lifc of idlenefs. The fecond of thefe Bills
places the Clergy of this Ifland on the moft refpeftable footing; it raifes cheir
ftipends to £.470. fterling per annum, befides their glebe (which in fome parifhes is
wery confiderable) their (urplicc fees, and o:her emoluments, which from time to
time have been granted them ; and it provides an ample fund for the fupport of their
Widows and Orphan Childrén. In confideration of thefe great advantages, the
Clergy are by this Bill enjoined to inftruét in the dottrines of the Chriftian Religion
fuch Negroes as may be willing to b baptized on every Sunday, and at a time to be
appointed by the Rectors, ’
We have to lay at the foot of Your Majefty’s throne a Law pafledin 1748,
granting ecclefiaftical jurifdiction to the Bithop of London, but to reprefent that this
Jurifdition has never been exercifed, and that we are anxious to fee the fame placed
inthe hands of Your Majefty’s Reprefentative in this Ifland; and we pray, that a
power be vefted in him to cenfure, fufpend, or remove any Cle-gy.nan who may be
complained againft, in fuch a manner, and according to fuch regulations as fhall
heseafter be provided for by the Legjflature of Jamaica; with a right of appeal, in
“cafe of removal, to any Court in Great Britain Your Majefty may be pleafed to
approve. -
We can with truth affure Your Majefty, that no opportunity, no circumitance,
which may enable the Affembly of Jamaica to make further provifions to fecure to
every perfon in this Ifland the certain, immediate, and aétive protection of the Law,
in proportion to their improvement in morality and religion, fhall be neglected ; but
we muft at the fame time declare, that we are actuated by motives of humanity
only, and not with any view to the termination of the Slave Trade. _
The right of obtaining labourers from Africa is fecured to Your Majetty’s faithful
Subjeéts in this Colony by feveral Britith Acs of Parliament, and by feveral Pro-
clamations of Your Majefty’s Royal Anceftors :—they or their predeceffors have
emigrated and fettled in Jamaica, under the moft folemn promifes of this (abfolutely
neceffary) affitance, and they can never give up, or do any a&t that may render
doubtful this eflential right.
We have the utmoft reliance on Your Majelty’s paternal goodnefs, that this right
fhall remain inviolate, as long as they fhall remain faithful to Your Majefty, and
true to the allegiance they owe to the Imperial Crown of Great Britain,

119,
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' j amaica. ‘

Preamble.

(2.) In the Earl of Balcarres’s of the 24th December 1797.

Copy.) Copy of an Addrefs of the Couneil of Jamaica. -
JAMAICA. /. o o ‘
To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty.
~ The humble Addrefs of the Council of Jamaica.

Moft Gracious Sovereign, . i )

We, Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subje&s, the Council of Jamaica,
beg leave to approach Your Majefty’s throne, humbly to offer our thinks for your
having been gracioufly pleafed to give direftions to the Governor of: _this Your
Majefty’s 1fland, to recommend to the Council and Affembly the adoption of fuch
meafures as may appear to them beft calculated to obviate the caufes which have
hitherto impeded the natural increafc of the Negroes, and moft conducive to their
moral and religious improvement. Ever folicitous to effeCtuate, as much as lies in
our power, the welfare and falutary government of the Negroes, we have this Seflion

- given our moft cheerful concurrence to two Bills, which appear to. us well calculated

for that purpofe: the one, further to remove the evils attending their paffage to this
Country, by impofing a prohibitory duty on all Negroes imported into this Ifland
above the age of 24 Years, and caufing Infpetors to be appointed at every place
where Negroes may be imported and fold, tw report to Your Majefty’s Receiver
General all fuch as they may difcover of that defcription on board of any veffel ;
with [tri¢t oaths and fevere penalties to enforce and fecure the Regulations of the
Ad. : v '

Negroes imported above a certain age, are too deeply rooted in the favage preju-
dices, and the vicious and lazy habits prevalent in Africa, ever to be civilized or to
become indufirious and faithful labourers; and long and invariable experience has
taught us, that fuch Negroes are generally among the firft to excite and commence
acts of difobedience and rebellion. On the other hand, the minds of the young
Negroes of Africa are fr quently docile and ingenious, and not difficult to be trained up
to i.duftry, mildnefs, and due fubordination; and are capabie of recciving ufeful in-
fuuctions in the principles of morality and religion. ]

With rega d-to the fecond Bill, its ¢ ief ob'ett is to raife the ftipends of the Clergy
of this Ifland, and to render the pecuniary fituation of themfelves, and their families
after their death, eafy and refpeétable; in return for which munificence, the Rectors
of the feveral Parifhes are enjoined by this Bill to allot a portion of time, either before
or after th- performance of Divine Service every Sabbath Day, for the inftruction of
fuch Negroes as may be defirous of becoming Chriftians. \ _

We fhall on all occafions be happy to demunftrate our allegiance and attachment
to Your Majefty’s Perfon and Government, in beltowing every dutiful attention upon

" whatever obje&ts Your Majefty may be pleafed to recommend to our confidera~

tion. :
Pafled the Council,
the 23d day of December 1797.

(3). In Ead of Iia'lcarrcs"s of 24th December 1797,
(Copy.) : , .
JAMAICA. /s. An A& for laying a Duty on all Negroe Slaves that fhall

be imported into this 1fland from the Coalt of Africa,
who fhall be «bove a certain Age ; and for regulating the
manner of afcertaining fuch Age. :

Whereas many inconvenientes have arifen and may arife, and much mifchief may
be done to the inhabitants of this Ifland, by the importation of old Negro Slaves from
the Coalt of Africa for fule in this Ifland, it having been found by experience, . that
old Negioes are in general the peopie who have hitherto’ prumoted rebellions and

rebellious
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_“gebellious cdnfpiracics among the other Slaves; and it being very difficult to civilize
and feafon new Negroes who are above a certain age, whereby the preventing, as

G.

Jamaica,

far as may be, importation into the faid Ifland, of Slaves of that defcription, will be

for the general benefit and advantage of the inhabitants thereof; therefore, we
Your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubje@s, the Affembly of this Your Majefty’s
Ifland of Jamaica, humbly befeech Your Majefty, that it may be enalted: Beit

therefore enadted by the Licutenant Governor, and Council and Affembly of this -

Your Majefty’s faid Ifland, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of
the.fame, That from and after the thirty-firlt day of December, which will be in the

year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight, there thall be raifed, |

jevied, and paid unto Your Majefty, Your Heirs, and Succeflors, a duty of ten
pounds upon.every Slave above the age of twenty-five years, that fhall be imported
or brought into any barbours, bays, ports, creeks, roads, havens, or quays, in or
belonging to this Ifland, or at.or ncar Port Royal quays, from the Coaft of Africa,
_ whether dire€ or otherwife, and whether fuch Slaves fhall be for fale or not, to be
paid by the Mafters, Owners, or Importers of every fuch Slave, and which faid
duty fhall be over and above, and in addition to any other duty or duties made or
~ to be made chargeable’and payable on the Slaves imported as aforefaid, by any law
or laws of this Ifland, and fhall be payable in the manner direGted by fuch laws re-
fpetively for the payment of other duty or duties on the importation of Slaves
And, for the afcertaining the ages of fuch Slaves; be it ena&ed by the authority afore-
faid, That on or before the faid thirty-firlt day of December, which will be in the

A duty of ten
pounds upon
every Slave .
above 23
years of age
that fhall be
imported.

" year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight, the Cuftos Rotulo- .

rum or Senior Magiftrate, together with the Juftices of the Peace, -or any five of
them, for the refpeltive parithes and precinéts of Kingftan, St. Catherine, Port
Royal, St. Thomas in the Eaft, St. David, Saint Mary, St. George, Portland, St.
Ann, Trelawnev, St. James, Hanover, Weftmoreland, St. Elizabeth, Vere, and
St. Dorothy fhall, by warrant under their hands and feals, appoint perfons of
integrity and capacity, to a& as Infpetors at the different ports, or harbours or
landing places, in or belonging to their refpettive parifhes or precints; and that the
number of Infpe@ors to be appointed in each refpetive parith or precin®, fhall be
as follows; for Kingfton five, for St. Catherine three, for Port Royal three, for
- St, Thomas in the Eaft three, for St. David three, for St. Mary three, for St
George three, for Portland three, for St. Ann three, for Trelawney three, for St.
- James three, for Hanover three, for Weftmoreland three, for St. Elizabeth three,
for Vere three, and for St. Dorothy three; which faid Infpe&tors fo appoinzed, or
any two of them, fhall within twenty-four hours after the arrival of any fhip, fnow,
brig, floop, or other veflel, having on board any Slaves from the Coaft of Africa,
whether dire@ or otherwife, at any port or bay ‘in or belonging to any parith wherein
fuch Infpectors fhall be appointed, repair on board fuch thip, fnow, brig, floop, or
- other veffel, and infpe&t and examine fuch Slaves, and make a due return thereof
-within twenty-four hours after fuch infpection, upon oath ; or, if a Quaker, upcn
affirmation, into the Office of the Receiver General, or to his lawful Deputy; which
oath or affirmation thall be as follows : _ .
« Jamaica, fs.—Perfonally appeared before me, A. B. and C. D. Infpe&ors ap-
pointed by virtue and under authority of an A& of the Lieutenant Governor,
Council, and Aflembly of this Ifland, intituled,- ¢ An A& for laying a duty on all
Negro Slaves that fhall be imported -into this Ifland- from the Coatt of Africa, who
+ fhall be above a certain age; and for regulating the manner of afcertaining fuch
age;” and made oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, That they have in-
{pected and examined a cargo of new Negro Slaves now on board a certain fhip or

veflel, called the - whereof is Matfter or
Commander, arrived from ' and that there were fhewn to them by
the faid or by alting in his behalf,

Negro or other Slaves; and thefe Deponents further fay, that
-according to the beft of their judgment, knowledge, and belief
of thefaid Slaves are above the age of twenty-five years; and they further fay, that
they have not nor hath either of them, nor hath any perfon for them or either of

139, them,

Infpe@lors to -

be appoiated.

Oathtobe ~
taken.
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them, direély or indire&ly received any fece or reward for making this return; or
are promifed, or will receive. from any perfon, er by any means whatfoever, any fee

- or reward for making ‘the fame, except the allowance to which they are entitled

under-the faid A&:” Which oath fhall be duly adminiftered and attefted by any
Magiftrate of the parifh where fuch infpection fhall be made. .

“And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Infpectors making
fuch recurn as above directed, fhall have and receive the fum of one thilling and three
pence per head for every Slave on board {uch veffcl they {hall {o infpect, which faid fum
of one fhilling and three pence per head fhall be paid to the faid InipeCtors by the Con-
fignee er Seler of fuch Negro or other Slaves; and in cafe of refulal, or of non-pay-
ment thereof, any Juftice of the Peace for the fPari['h fhall and is hereby empowered
and required to enforce payment thereof, and of all charges reafonably incident, by
warrant of diftrefs and fale under his hand and feal, to be levied on the goods and
chattels of the perfon or perfons refufing to pay, or not paying as aforefaid.

And be it fusther enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Mafter, Owner, or
Confignee of any fhip, floop, or other veflel, thall refufe to permit fuch Infpectors to
come on board his faid fhip; floop, or other veflel 5 or fhall refufe to produce the
cargo of Negro or other Slaves before fuch Infpetors for infpection, within
the time before limited; or fhall land, fell, or difpofe of any of the Slaves fo
imported before fuch infpection hath been made and reported, according to the true
intent and meaning of this A&, every fuch Mafter, Owner, or Confignee fhall for

-every offence refpe@ively forfeit the fum of one thoufand pounds.

And be it furcher enacted by the authority aforefaid, That ifany perfon or perfons,
‘being appointed an Infpector or InfpeCtors, and having accepted of the faid appoint-
sment under the authority of this A&, fhall neglect or refufe to do his or their duty as
therein required of him, every fuch perfon fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of five
hundred pounds for each offence, and be for ever after rendered incapable of acting as
fuch Infpe&or: Provided always, and it is hereby enalted, that if any Slaves imported,
and for whom the aforefaid duty fhail have been paid, fhall be altualiy exported off this
Ifland within two months after fuch importation, for any other 1Qland, dominion, or
territory, there hall be repaid by the Recciver General to the Exporter or Exporters of
fuch Slaves, at and after the rate of ten pounds per head for each Slave reporied
above the age of twenty-five years, provided that the faid fum of ten pounds per
head on new Negroes to be exported fhall not be paid by the faid Receiver General
until the Exporter or Exporters fhall have given' to the Receiver General, or his
lawful Deputy, fatisfactory proof upon oath that the faid new Negro Slaves fo
intended to be exported, are bond fide part of the Slaves on which the additional duty
of ten pounds impofed by the A€ hath been paid, and fhall with good and fuificient
fecurity enter into bond, to be lodged in the Receiver General’s cdice, conditioned
that he or they, nor any perfon or perfons for him or them, will not reland or caule

_ 1o he relanded in any port, bay, haven, or creek, in or belonging to this Ifland, any

of the Slaves fo exported, without giving notice of fuch relanding to the Recciver
General, or his lawful Deputy, within forty-eight hours afier any fuch Slaves fhall
have been relanded ; and the fum of money which fhall be mentioned and exprefled
in the faid bond, fhall be for double the amount of the fum paid by the Receiver
General to the Exporter or Exporters for the whole of the cargo of Slaves fo

| exported; and in cafe of non-compliance with the condition of the faid bond, the
* fame fhall become forfited to the ufe and benefic of the perfon profecuting for the

Ageof Slaves
impurted to
be aicertain.
ed on Ouih

If Slaves
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years of age
‘exported be
bronght

fame in the Supreme Court, or eicher of the Courts of Affize in this Ifland.

And be it enacted by the. authority aforefaid, That the ages of Slaves to be
exported fhall be alcertained and reported on oath, as in the cafe of imported Slaves
above the age of twenty-five years, by the aforefaid Infpeétors, or any two of them;
and for their trouble therein, fuch Infpectors fhall be entitled to have and demand a
fee ar and afrer the rate of two fhillings and .fixpence for each Slave infpected and
exa vined. . . - A _

And be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any Slaves fo
expor:ed, who are above the age of twenty-five years, thall at any time fubfequent to
fuch exportation be brought into any hacbour, port, bay, haven, creck, or quay 1n or-

' belonging
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belonging to this Ifland, they thall be fubje& and liabie to the duty hereinbefore
impofed on Slaves coming from the coaft of Africa; and the thip or veffel in which
the fame. fhall be fo returned, and the Mafter or Commander thereof, and all perfons
interefted, fhall be liable to the fame rules and regulations as is hereinbefore enacted

and provided in refpe to fuips or veflels bringing new Negro Slaves from the

coaft of Africa or elfewhere, : }

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if the Owner, Malter, Com-
mander, or Supercargo of any fhip or vefiel in which new Negro Slaves fhall be
imported into this 1fland, fhall, within the period of fourteen days immediately
preceding the arrival of fuch fhip or vefltl, have fhaved or cut the hair from the head,
or oiled the body or bodies of any Slave or Slaves on board fuch fhip or veflel, or
made ufe of any other means or artifice in order to conceal or prevent the afcertaining
the refpetive ages of fuch Slaves, he fhall for every offence forfeir the fum of two

hundred pounds, on proof being had before any Juftice of the Peace by the oath of

one or more competent witnefs cr witnefles.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That.the Monies to be levied,
raifed, and collefted by virtue of this AS, thall be by the Recciver General applied
in aid of the monies to arife fur or in refpe@ of any duty or dutics impefed by any

law or laws of this :fland, cn the importation of Slaves from the cealt of Afiica, of”

to and for fuch purpoles as (hall be at any time directed by any A& of the Legiflature
of this Ifland: And be it ena&ed, That the faid Receiver General for the ume’
being fhall, for deirng his duty herein, retain and keep out of the monies {o to be
colleCed at and after the rate of five pounds per cent. and no more. ‘

And be it enafted by the authority aforefaid, That the Receiver General for the
time being fhall, before he officiates purfuznt to this A&, with good and fufficient
fecurity, fuch as a Board of the Commiffioners of Public Accounts thall approve,
enter into bond in the Secretary’s Office of this Ifland to cur Sovereign Lord the
King, his Heirs and Succeffors, in the fum of five thoufand pounds current money
of Jamaica, conditioned that ke, his heirs, executors, or adminitrators, fhall render
and give to any Affembly when ficting, or to the Commifliouers appoinied or to be

appointed for ftating and fettling the public accounts, -2 jult and true account of all -

monies by him received in purfuance of this A& when thereunto required; and thac
he, his heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, (hall pay over all fuch tums of money as he
fhall fo receive to fuch perfon or perfons as fhall be lawfully authorized to receive the
fame.

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all penaities in this A& men-
tioned, and not declared in what manner, they thall be recovered in the Supreme
Court of Judicature of this 1fland by a&ion of debr, bill, plaiat, or information,

--wherein no effoign, protection, wager of law, imparlance or injunction, fhail be granted
or allowed, or non vult ulterius profequi be entered ; one moiety whereef fhali be to
the ufe of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, for and towards the fupport of the
‘Government of -this Ifland, and the contingent charges thereof, and the other moiety
to the informer, or him, her, or them who fhall fue for the fame. :

And be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That this A&, and every
claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, thall continue and be in force from the
thirty-firft day of 13ecember, which will be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven
hundred and ninety-eight, uniil the thirty-firlt day of December one thouiund eight
hundred and one, and no longer.

Paffed the Council I confent tﬁis 23d Pafled the Affembly

this 2cth day of day of Dec. 1797. this 18th day of
Dec. 1797. Balcarres. Dec. 1797.
M. Atkinfen, Afst C'C'. " Don. Campéell, Speaker.

Vera Copia Ext.
: G. dtkinfon, Sec’,
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Jamaica. ' '
' ' No. 3.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to the Earl of Balcarres; dated Whitehall,
1oth May 1798. :

"IN obferving upon the other fubjects contained in the letters from your Lordthip,
which I have now before me, it is with great pleafure I execute.His Majefty’s
commands in fignifying to you the fatisfaltion which His Majefty has exprefled at
the legiflative meafures that have been taken for promoting the moral and religious
information; the welfare and falutary government of the Negroes, as fet forth in the
Addreffes to His Majely from the Council and Affembly; and His Majefty is

_ confident that no exertions will be fpared by the Legiflature of Jamaica, which can
Jead to the attainment of objects of fuch high importance, and of fo beneficial a ten-
“dency, in every refpect, as thofe exprefied in the Refolution of the Houfe of Com-
mons of the 6th of April 1797.—1I am to add, that His Majefty highly approves of
.the further provifion which has beer o judicioufly and liberally made for the Clergy
- of the Ifland. In confequence of the requeft contained in the Addrefs from the
- Affembly, that the Ecclefiaflical Authority, which is by the A& of the 1fland of the
21ft George II. chap 6, vefted in the Bifhop of London over the Clergy of
_Jamaica, may be delegated in fuch a manner as @0 be exercifed within the Ifand in
cafes which may be found to require it; I have, by His Majefty’s direction,
communicated with that Prelate vpon the fubje, who looks with great pleafure to

- the happy effe@s of the meafure propofed, and is anxious to give every facility in
" his power to its accompliftmenc. He therefore will do every thing on his part that
is to be performed; and I will alfo take the opinion of His Majefty’s Law Servants
“as to the mannerand form in which it will be moft advifeable to transfer and delegate
the Authority 2pplied for, fo as to anfwer the obje&ts ftated in the Addrefs from the

Aflembly.
(Copy.) No 4.——Co-py of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to the Farl of Balcarres; dated W hitehall,
- 25 May 1799. . '
My Lord,

"1 nap great fatisfa&ion in laying before the Houfe of Commons, the meafures

~which have been taken by the Legiflature of the Ifland of Jamaica to promote the
great and falutary objeéts pointed out by the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons,
of the 6th of April 1797. The meafures to which I allude, are thofe which prohi-
bit the importation of Negroes into that Ifland who exceed the age of 25 years,
and which fecure to this defcription of perfous in general, throughout the Ifland, the
advantages of mo:al and religious inftrucion.

I am defirous of confidering thefe provifions as a pledge of the readinefs of the
-Legiflature to make fuch others as fhall tend moft fpecdily and effetually to im-
prove the condition, and confequently to promote the population of the Negroes in
Jamaica. , T

In confulting the principal Planters and leading Men of the Ifland upon the moft
» practicable means of carrying into effc& the fuggetiions 1 have fubmitted to your
Lordthip, in my letzer of the 23d of April 1748, you will omit no opportunity of avail-
ing yourfelf of their au-hority and influence, and will not hcfirate to adopt any alte-
ration and amendment which may occur or be propofed to you, which can facilitate,
th fucgefs 9f’ the meafures in queftion, the object of which, it is evident,’ muft be,
by meliorating the condition of the Negroes, to give an additional ftrength and fe-
-curity to the intereft of the Plaater. :

: 1 am, &c.
_ Portland.
.To the Earl of Balcarres,
&c. &c.. &c.
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No. 5 —Extra& ofa Letter from his Grace the Duke of Jamaica

Portland, to the Earl of Balcarres; dated Whitehall,
1oth Auguft 1799,

1IN the Letter I had the honour of writing to your Lordfhip on the 2 sth of May
~ Tatt, I called your attention to the further meafures to be taken by the Legiflature of
Jamaica, with a view to the {peedy and effectual improvement of the condition, and
confequently to the increafe of the population of the Negroes in that Ifland. At the
faie time, 1 particularly urged you on the fubje& of the fuggeftions tranfmitted in my
Letter'to you of the 23d of April 1798.
Your Lordfhip I hope, therefore, will not fail to furnith me with the refult of
your enquiries and further proceedings on this fubje®, before the commencement
or as early in the courfe of the next Seffion of Parliament as poffible.

(Copy.) No. 6.—Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Balcarres to
' the Duke of Portland ; dated Jamaica, sth Jan. 180o.
(Two Enclofures.)
My Lord,

I wave the honour to inclofe to your Grace, an humble Addrefs from the Council

and Affembly of Jamaica, to His Moft Excellent Majetty. :
I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Grace’s moft obedient humble fervant,

(Signed) Balcarres.
To his Grace the Duke of Portland, &c. &c. &ec.
(1.) In the Earl of Balcarres’s of the 5th January 1800.
JAMAICA. £ To the King’s Moft Excellent Mujefty.

The humble Addrefs of the Council and Affembly of Jamaica.
Mof Gracious Sovereign, :

We your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the Council and Affembly of
Jamaica, moft humbly beg leave to fubmit to your Majefly’s cenfideracien the very
great apprehenfions entertained by the inhabizants of Jamaica, arifing from the-dangers
that may follow even a difcuffion of their rights to the propertics which they hold
in this Colony under Patents from your Majefty and your Royal Anceftors ; from a
threatened abolition of the Slave Trade, eicher partial or total; from an alteration
of the meafures which have been uniformly purfued by the Legiflature of this ifland
to enfure its fafety, by encouraging fettlements in the interior parts of the country ;
from the perilous fituation in which they aie placed by the evacuation of the Mole
Saint Nicholas, and the diftr:& of Jeremie; and by the fubfequent intercourfe
which has taken place between the Governmeat of this [flind and that of Sziut

- Domingo. v

We beg leave to reprefent to your Majefty, that the regular force {tationed in this-

Ifland, is undoubtedly inadequate to the protetion of this Coluny at the prefent

critical period, in confequence of which, your Majelty’s faichful fubjeces have been
compelled, as the only expedicnt in their power, to put the ifiand under iMaiiial
Law,

We do moft folemnly affure your Majefty, that we are arxious to ren'er the fitua-
tion of our Slaves as comfortable as can be done, coniiltently with their condition

- and our own fafety.

We place the fulleft confidence in your Majefty’s paternal {olicirude for the welfare
of your people, and that our reprefeatations will be gracioufly confidered by your
Majefty, and be produ@ive of that redrefs and prote@ion which arc carneftiy im-
‘plored by your Majefty’s faithful and loyal fubjets of this Ifland.

" Pafied the Council this Pailed the Affembly this
22d day of Dec® 1799. 22d day of Dec® 1799.
(Signed) M. Atkinfon, _ {Signed)  Kean Ofbosa,
C* Couneil, , Speaker.

119,
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(2.) Tranfmitted in the Earl of Balcarres’s of the 5tk of January 18co.

Extrad of a Report made and agreed to. by the Houfe of
Affembly at Jamaica, on zoth Dec. 1799, by a Com-
mictee appoiated to take into Confideration the general

-Stute of the Colony, &c.

4

Britain, that it is the intention of the Chancelior of the Exchequer,. by the autho-
rity of the Eritith Parliament, to prevent the extenfion of the cultivation of this
Colony by new Settlements ; and, indeed, this feerns to be the chief feature of the
notice he gave in the Houfe of Commons, for ¢ffe&ing the graduzl and complete
abolition of the Slave Trade, by rendering the further importation of African Ne-
groes into the Colenies of lefs neceflity ¢ In his calculation, however, on this fub-
jet, he has totally overlooked the important confideration with refpect to Pianta-
tions already fettled not having a fufficient number of labourers now oa them, to
make them productive ia any proportion to their capabiiity; which is a fa& too
notorious to be controverted ; and his declaration, in the notice given of the mea-
fure he meant to introduce into Parliament the following Seffion, that the further
increafe of Negro population in.this Colony would prove highly dangerous to the
white inhabitants, from the inequality of the numbers, is, in the opiaion of the
Committee, erronecus in the extreme: nothing can o greatly contribute to the in-
creafe of white population, and that too of the defeription likely to be moft ufeful
for our fecurity, as the encouragement of fmall fectlers in the interior: the oblerva-
tion on this fubjed, contained in the very able Report made to the Houfe the 23d
of November 1792, cannot be too often repeated, and the increafe of fmall fet-
tlements made, almoft exclufively, by perfons who have been Overfeers, Trades-
men, and Book-keepers fince that peiiod, clearly fhews how far the encouragement
to fuch fettlers has tended to the population of the country.

“That fhould the profpects which have hitherto been held out to people of this
defcription, of acquiring property in Land and Negroes, be taken away, or in any,
confiierable degree checked, no perfons will adventure to this'Country in which any
confidence can be placed, to be employed on Plantations as Overfeers, Tradeimen,
and Bock-keepers, without which ic is impofiible to carry on Plantations to any ex-
tent. The Ifland wouid then be reduced to the neceflity of employing low and

That-it appears to-the Committee, by authentic information received from Great

- worthlefs perfons in thefe fituations, from whofe condudt no goed could be expetted,

but the very contrary would be the cafe; in a very few years we fhould be reduced
in the moft ufeful white population reguired for agricultural purpofes, in a very
alarming degree, fuch would be the effe@, fhould the erroneous ideas of the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, with refpect to preventing new fetements, and the aboli~
tion of the Slave Trade, be. realized. The Commiitee beg leave to {taze on this
fubje@, that the ifland of Jamaica is very differently circumftanced to almoft all
other Britith Weft India 1{lands, which, being circumfcribed in land, cannot admit of
further extenfion in Scttlements, and have long fince been poffeffed of a fufficient
number of labourers for carrying cn their Flantations, '
‘That it appears from the books of the Comunifitoners of Public Accounts, that
there are in this Ifland, 2,176,030 acres aflefled to pay the land tax and quit rents ;
of which quantity, a proportion of not Jcfs than one half may be eftimated not to
be in a@tual cu'ture, but afording an ample field, not only for the improvement and
extenfion of Settlements in the interior already begun, but alfuo for numerous new
fettlements. To prove this in a clear manner, the Commitree beg leave in this place
to thew, from the {tatement of coffee fetlements in the Appendix, the great difpro-
portion in the whole quarity of land compofing them, with the quantity in actual
cuitivation, which, taken inan agaregate point, is as foliows :—Number of plantations
348; total quantities of lands, 128,346 ; land in altual cultivation in coffee, 15,3433
and land in provifiens, which laft the Commiitee eftimate at one half of the quan-
tity in coffce.  Another material obfervation here to be made, is the very fmall pro-
portion
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portion of the Proprietors of thefe interior fettlements, that are abfentees, which by
the ftatement before referred to, is thewn to be, out of the whole number of fet-
tlements, that only 33 are abfent. The advantages that would unavoidably flow
from the extenfion and culture of fuch fettlements, both to the population and the
produ&ive property of th'c country,. as well as to the navigation, commerce, and
manufactures of Great Britain, are too evident to require any argument in favour of
the encouragement _that ought to be held out by the Legiflature for their fupport :
fhould the Britith Government proceed in their threatened meafures, it muft appear
to the whole world, that the Inhabitants and Proprietors of this Country will be
made the objects of the moft pointed political oppreflion, on their parts not only
totally unmerited, but ‘on the ccntrary, they have, at lezft equally with any other
defcription of His Majefty’s fubjets, on all. occafions evinced their loyalty to the
Sovereign, and their attachment to the Mother Country.

That the Committee beg leave to obferve, that the ftrong meafure.adopted in the
" feffions of 1797, and carried into effe&t in the laft feflion, of paying and fubfiting

two thoufand ‘men for the defence of the Iiland, at its fole expence, is intended to
increafe the internal population by fettling thefe men, and granting them fmall por-

tions of land, after the expiration of the term of their military engagements: this-

for.rs one of the moft advantageous features of a meafure fanttioned by Royal ap-
provation, and that of the King’s Minifters; how it is to be effe@ed, fhould the po-
hicy of the Britith Government, with refpet to preventing further extenfion of fet-
tlements in the interior be purfued, the Committee leave to the Houfe to judge.

That the Committee now proceed to ftate to the Houfe their obfervations and
cpnions, with refpet to the fteps that have been taken in the Britith Parliament,
fince the Report made in the Sefficns in 1792, either to abolith the Slave Trade, or
to limit the fame; and ‘how far fuch meafures may contribute to the internal fafety
of the Colony ¢ here they deem it neceflary to infert, briefly, the meafures introduced
into Parliament on that fubje&; viz. - -

26th February 1793.—NMr. Wilberforce moved, That the Houfe fhould, on
‘Thurfday next, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider the
circumftances of the African Trade; which was oppofed by Sir William Young,
who moved an Amendmient, * that this day fix months” be inferted in the place
of ¢ Thurfday next,” which was carried, 61 to §3. :

24th May 1793.—Mr. Wilberforce fubmitted two Motions to the Houfe of
Commons; one for abolithing the Trade for fupplying foreign territories with
Slaves, which he carried by a majority of 7: the othér, for limiting and regulating
the importation of Slaves into the Britith Colonics, for a time to be limited, he lott
by a majority of 10. : v

8th February 1794.—Mr. Wilberforce moved for leave to bring in a Bill, for
preventing the fupply of foreign territories with Slaves from the coaft of Africa
1n Britith veffels, which was carried by a majority of 23. o

sth May 1794.—Lord Grenville moved the Houfe of Lords to poftpone the
fecond reading” of the Bill to prevent the fupplying Foreigners with Slaves, to the
1ft of September, which was carried. .

28h February 1795.—Mr. Wilberforce moved for leave to bring in 2 Bill, for
an abolition of the African Slave Trade, at a time to be limited; which was put off
for fix months, by a majority of 17. -

3d. March 1796.—A Bill for abolifhing the Slave Trade was read a fecond time;
majority 64 to 31.

sth May 17¢6.—This Bill was rejeted. )

6th April 1797.—Mr. Charles Ellis made a Motion refpecting the Slave Trade,
and the Negroes in the Weft India Colonies; which was taken into confideration by
‘the Houfe of Affembly on the 21ft of December in that year. . -

15th May 1767.—Mr. Wilberforce moved for leave to biing in a Bill to abolith
the Slave T'rade, which was negatived: Noes 82 ta 74. L

2d April 1798.—Mr, Wilberforce made 2" Mction for abolifhing the Slave Trads,
at a time to be limited, which was negatived: Nocs 87 againft 82.

11g. 8th June

13 G.

Jamaics, .

211



212

“G. 14 SLAVE TRADE—~WEST INDIES.

8th June 1798.—Slave carrying Bill is paffed in.the fame form it-was in the pre-
ceding year. . _ :
it March 1799.—Mr. Wilberforce moved the Commons for abolifhing the -
Slave Trade, at a time to be limited, which was negatived: Ayes.54; Noes 84.
June 1799.—A Bill pafied the Commons for prohibiting the Slave Trade on the
«Coaft of Africa, within certain limits.—(Mr. Thornton’s Bill.)
sth July 1799.—The Houfe of Lords reje& Mr. Thorntor’s Bill: Ayes 32;
“Noes-25; Proxies on each fide 36.
10th July 1799.—Houfe of Lords make an Order, on motion of Lord Gren-
wille, for the producion of log-books of veflels carrying on the Slave Trade to the
.coaft of Africa. ' : .
11th July 1799.—Mr. Pitt gave notice in the.Houfe of Commons, of his inten-

"_tion to bring forward fome propofitions relative to the Slave Trade, which he con-

fidered to be effentially neceffary to the fafety of the Britith Weft India Colonies.

That no meafure that has engaged the attention of the Britith Parliament, at any time,

- -has had a more full inveftigation than this of the Slave Trade. The Legiflature of this

Country has, at various times, fully confidered the -fubje¢t in every point of view.
T here ftands upon the Minutes of the Houft, a very able Report thereon, prefented
the 16th Oéober 1783, On the 12th November 1789, another Report was made ;
.in which was recommended a free cenference with the Council on-the fubjeét, which
.took place on the 3d of December of the fame year. At that conference twelve re-
folutions were entered into, which were reported to both Branches of the Legifla-
ture, and approved; and a Remonftrance, grafted thercon, in temperate yet fpiritcd
Janguage, to both Houfes of Parliament, declaratory of the rights of the Weit India
Colonies, protefting againft any innovation of thofe rights, and claiming that pro-
rection to which they are entitled by the moft facred engagements on the part of the
Parent Country, was framed at the fame time; the whole of which the Speaker was
directed to tranfmit to the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. Many other dif-
cuflions on the Slave Trade have occurred fince the date of the Report laft men- .
fionied; and the Committee have particularly to notice the Addrets of the Houfe, of
.the 22d December 1797, to His Majefty, in which they have folemnly declared
their right, under feveral A&s of Parliament, and by feveral Proclamations of his
Royal Anceftors, o the full bencfit of obraining labourers from Africa; and that
.they never can give up, nor do any a& that may render this eflential right doubtful,

. That there semains not a doubt, in the opinion of the Committee, that the advo-
cates for.an abolition of the Slave Trade, in both Houfes of Parliament, finding
.that the public clamours throughout Great Britain with refpeét to it (which were
.encouraged and fomented by the moft artful and injurious mifreprefentations) have

. .in a great meafure fubfided, and after due refle@tion on the fubjedt, that the public

‘mind has been undeceived, now intend to effe&t their favourite meafure of abolition
in an indire&t manner, by plans, which however plaufible as to the manner in which
.they are offered, are not the lefs infidious, and which, if not refifted, will in their
.confequences involve the gradual decay of the profperity of this valuable Colony,
and ultimately effet its deftruction. -

That the A&t paflfed in the laft Seffion of Pailiament, for regulating the Slave
.carrying Trade, is undouhtedly calculated to leffen the number of Negroes to be
brought from Africa to the Britith Colonies, by laying a diret reftraint on the profits
of the Britith Trader, and thereby caufing a very great rife in the price of Slaves
‘in the Colonial markets: in this A& are contained many new claufes, enalting new
reftraints and fevere penalties, all tending to clog the Trade with every difadvantaee
and difficulty ; to elucidate which, the Committee beg leave to refer to the A& itfelf,

That the limitation Bill, for abolithing the Trade on one-third of the Slave Coatt
.of Africa, which was loft in the Houfe of Lords, was certainly intended, by its
fupporters in both Houfes, to be the firflt ftage of their plans for abolifhing the
Trade entirely. '

That the Committee think themfelves in duty called upon to ftate to the Houfe,
Jhow much this Colony.in particular is indebted to his Royal Highnefs the Duke of

Clarence,
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‘Clarence, for his indefatigable ‘exertions, and véry able and fpirited arguments in Jamaicar

our fupport, in the debate in the ‘Heuife of Lords en this Bill, which, in a very great
meafure, contributed to its rejection, :

That it is more than probable that afimilar Bill may be brought forward in the-

refent Sefion of Parliament, in addition to the -propofitions of Mr. Pitt on the
fubject-of the Slave T'rade, the outlines of which he announced as before fiated.
7T hat. from:the -{everal proceedings in the Britith ‘Legiflature on this fubje&, the
Committee: entertain the moft ferious apprehenfions, as they all tend direétly to affail
and to -deftroy ‘the capitals vefted in the Weft India Settlements, at the invitation,
by the encouragement, and on the- plighted faith of the Crowa and of Parliament. It
is-too-true-to -admit of a doubt, that the wery exiftence of the Britith Weft India

Colonifts and their families, as well as the fecurity of their Creditors, depend wholly on’

the fuccefs of -thofe inveftments. The period is now arrived which requires, in
felf defence, that they fhould make the ftrongeft proteftations, calculited to avert
- the .imminent evils with which they are threatened by the continuance of the policy
purfued-by fome of His Majelty’s Minifters againft their mofl facred rights: a
policy which the-Committee does ‘not hefitate to give as their opinion, is equally
unwife as+itis unjuft and eruel. _ )

That whatever our enemies in Great Britain may prefume 'to-affert to the contrary,
it is certain that the Legillature of Jamaica has done every thing poffible to be done,
to-render the condition of the Slaves therein as favourable asis confiltent with their rea-
fonable fervices, and the fafety of the white Inhabitamts, To'provethis they refer to their
Statutes on that fubje€t; and within thefe ten years, it is particularly to be remarked,
that it has been the conftant endeavour of the Planters of this 1fland, unitedly as
well as individually, to promote and fecure the comforts of their Slaves: That the
fame condutt will be conrinued there is every reafon to expe, more efpecially as the
moft eflential interefts of Proprictors are fo'ftrongly connected with the welfare and

profperity of their Labourers. The Legiflature of the Hland is alone competent to
determine on Juch future meafures -as may be expedient further to contribute to this
very falutary obje@, founded on principles of humanity and juftice, as well as good
policy. There can be no doubt, that ehe ftare and condition of the Slaves have of

Jate been greatly meliorated, -and from the attention and care of the Legiflature in

enating fuch further regulations as may be neceffary, in aid of the humane difpo-
fitions of the Iphabitants, that the ‘condition of their Labourers will be further greatly
improved, and population by Negroes torn and-reared in the Country encreafed :
but meafures beft calculated to forward thefe two importantobjects muft be adopred
gradually, in order to facilitate and effe& the purpofes intended. In purfuing this
line of condu&, the Legiflature, as.well as the Inhabitants, will do-all that can be
reafonably expefted by the Britifh Parliament, and which certainly ought to pretect

them againft the violations of Rights, which ‘a facred regard to national juftice.

and good faith -ought to fecure to them inviolably. The being {upplied with
Labourers from Africa for fupporting, improving, and extending Settlements already-
made, and alfo for making new fettlemnents in lands within the 1fland, the property
of individuals, is a right molt facredly pledged to us; and any attempt to take away
or reftric that right, fo as to abridge the fupply neceffary not only to'maintain the
prefent ftock and the prefent cultivation, but alfo to enable the Proprietors of lands
granted by the Crown for the exprefs purpofe of being fcecled, muft unavoidably
defeat the lawful intentions of the Inhabitants by their labour and exertions to improve
their own fortunes, and thereby effentially to contribute to the riches and profperity
of the Empire at Jarge. , ) “

That this Houfe is therefore called upon, in 2 peculiar manner, at this momentous
crifis, by the duty they owe to themfelves .and their conftituents, to refort to every
conftitutional meafure to refift the evils with which they are threatened.

That the Committee, upon confidering the ftate of the culture of this Ifland, have
endeavoured to fhew how much its fecurity againtt internal or external danger will
be rendered more effetual and permanent from the fettling numerous plantations in
the interior. :

"That thould the Country be deprived of the right to procure Slaves from_the
i1g. . * Coaft
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Coaft of Africa, to improve and extend the numerous fettlements already made
itherein, a very great proportion thereof muft be undoubtedly abandoned, and the
Slaves now thereon fold by the Owners to more opulent Proprietors. The fame
.caufe will operate to prevent any new fettlements being made, and of courfe put an
entire ftop to the internal roads of communication, on which the fafety of the 1fland
{o greatly depends. It will alfo operate moft forcibly to difcourage perfons, beft
«calculated by morals and education to promote colonization, from migrating to a
Country in which they can have no profpes of acquiring property. From thefe
effe&s, which muft unavoidably follow an Abolition of the Slave Trade; it is fo
.evident that the internal fafety of the Idand, inftead of being promoted by fuch
Abolition, as afferted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, will be very highly
.endangered, that the Committee think it unneceffary to enlarge on the fubjec. -

That they have alfo to ftate, that beneficial « ffeéts have flowed from an A& pafled
in the Seffions of 1797, * for laying a Duty on all Negro Slaves which fhall be
imported into this Ifland from the Coaf of Africa, that fhall be above a certain age,
and for regulating the manner of afcertaining fuch age;” (the purpofes of which
commenced on the 1ft of January of the prefent year]. Such a propoition of young
Slaves have formed the cargoes imported, as never was experienced at any time
before the operation of that Adt.

No. 7.—Extrad of a Letter from the Earl of Balcarres to the Duke
of Portland ; dated Jamaica, the 22d of March 1800.

(Nineteen Inclofures.)

HAVING laid before His Majelty’s Council your Grace’s Letter of the rathof
June, and its Enclofure, (beinga Copy of an Addrefs tiom the Houfe of Coinmons
to Fis Majefty, dated the 11th of June 1799) I have now the honour to enclofe as
full a Report as I could obtain; and I conceive the reply of Mr Taylor, dated
February the 1gth, and addrefled to the Clerk of the Council, will fufficiently ftate
the reafons of the Returns being defective.

(Copy.) (1.) In Earl of Balcarres’s, 22d of March 18co.
Circular. _ Secretary’s Office, C&ober 1cth 1799.
Sir,

T am commanded by his Honour the Licutenant Governar, to enclof: you Copies
of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portdland, and a Refolution of the Houle of
Commons, of the 11th of the fame month.

His Lordfhip requefts that you will ufe the utmoft difpatch in caufing to be pre-

" pared, an Account, within your Diftri&, in exa& conformity to the faid Letter and

Refolution; and that you will tranfmit fuch Account to his Lordfhip on or before
the 1ft day of December nexr, in order to enable him to comply with His Majelty’s
{pecial commands. _
' I have the honour to be, &c.

Honourable ' (Signed) . Bullock.
: Cuftos. :

(2.) InEarl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.
{Cepy.) . In Council. V

Wednefday, 12th February 1¥oo.
Ordered, That the Clerk of the Council do write a letter to the feveral Cuftodes
who have omitted making Returns, in confequence of the Refolutions of Council,
bearing date the sth of O&ober laft, requefting them' to make fuch returns wich all
gollidle difpatch, or to aflign the reafons which form an obftacle thereto.
M, Atkinfon,
Ci. Conc.
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(3.) In Earl of Baicarres’s of 22d March 1806,

“'(Cop‘y.) In Council.
: : , 21{t March 1800.
His Honour the Lieutenant Governor laid before the Board feveral Returns
‘made by the Cuftcdes of the different parithes, in obedience to his Honour’s com-
-mands, fignified to them on the sth Ottober laft, and defired the opinion and
.advice of the Council as to the difpofal of them. :
The Board, having taken the fame into confideration, were of opinion that they

were in general defe&ive, and by no means in conformity to the Refolution of the

Heoufe of Commons ; but 2s there aAppeared no profpect of accounts being procured

 with 2 greater degree of accuracy, the Board recommend his Honour to tranfmit them -

in their prefent ftate to his Grace the Duke of Portland.

M. Atkinfon,
Cl. Conc.

(4.) In Earlof Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.

(Copy.) ' Parith of Saint Ann.

The number of Slaves in this parith about 16,000.  This is taken from the Veftry.

or Parifh Books. ,

The total number of Births and Deaths cannot wich accuracy be afcertained 5 how-
ever, they are nearly equal. One-third of the Deaths may be faid to be of Negroes
imported more than three years before, and one-third imported within three years.

This partly from the Veftry Books, my own knowledge, and from what informarion I

could collett.
(Signed) Alexander Fullarton,
Cuftos of Saint Ann.

‘Saint Ann, 19th Nov. 179¢.

(5.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.
{(Copy.)

Dear Sir, .
In obedience to the Lieutenant Governor’s requeft, 1 have ufed my beft endea-
wvours to procure an account of the increafe and decrealc of Slaves in this parifh, for
the laft three years ; but I am forry to fay that the Clerk of the Veftry has not as yet

Clarendon, 4th December 1799.

been able to furnifh me with more than three names who have complied with my.

public advertiftment. I have reafon to apprehend that no fatisfattory account caa
be obtained until a more particular mode of giving in Slaves at veftries be eftablifhed
by Law. You will be fo good as to teport this to his Lordfhip, and believe me with
refpect, &c. ’
: Geo. Mackenzie.
William Bullock, Efguire.

(6.) 1n Earl of Bakcarres’s of 22d March 1800,

(Copy.) . Kingfton, zoth February 1800,

Sir, _

I beg leave to inform you, for his Lordthip's information, that in compliance of
your former Letter, dated the 10th Otober laft, I caufed to be inferted in the Royal
Gazette an advertifement, defiring all perfons in this town and parifh to give in lt‘o

119. ‘ , : the
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Jamaica. .the Clerk of the Veftry the feveral Accounts required, in conformity to his Grace

the Duke of Portland’s Letter of the 12th of July Jaft, which has aot been complied
with; and I beg leave to offer my opinion to his Lordthip, as the reafon for the
inhabitants of this large and populous town's .non-compliance, that it is impoffible
fuch Accounts.can be made. out in this ditri¢t, with the leaft degree of accuracy, as
we have no regifters of Births and Deatks of Slaves, nor any documents whatever to
go by. ‘
8o T have the honour to be,

' . ' Fobn Fagues, Cullos,
Hilliam Bulleck, EIg.

,‘(7.)'15 Earl of Balcarres's of £zd March 1800,

(Copy.) Kingfton, 1g9th February 18c0.
Sir,

I received your Letter of the 12th inftant, reminding me of a Letter I had the
‘honour to receive from the Right honourable the Earl of Balcarres, dated the 1cth
«of OAcber, requiring we, as Cuftos of the parifhes and precincts of S:. Thomas
in the Eaft and St. David, to furnith him with an Account of the total number of
Negroes then in that Diftri&, and the number of Births and Deaths on an average of
the laft three years, diftinguithing what proportion of thofe that died were born in
this Ifland, or had been imported more than three years; and what number of thole
that died had been imported within three years of the time of their deaths ; together

- with the documents on which fuch Accounts fhould be founded, in conformity to the

Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, of the 11th of July lait. I beg you toinform
his Lordfhip, that the total number of Negroes, as given into the Veltry for the
quarter ending the 28th day of June 1799, for St. Thomas in the Eaft, was 25,7533
and at the giving in for St. David at the fame time, the number was_ 4,647; but
which of them were Negroes born in the Ifland, or Africans imported, I cannot fay,
as I know of no diftin®ion ever made at thofe times. I will beg you further to
acquzint his Lordthip, that it is totally out of my power to furnifh him with any
public documents of the number of Births and Deaths on an average of the laft three

“years, diftinguifhing what proportion of them that died were born in this [fland, or

had been imported more than three years before ; and what number of thofe that
died, had been imported within three years of their death; as I never knew or
heard of any fuch Accounts having been given in at any Vecftries, or had been
required by any law to have been fo given in. It is true, that almoft every perfon
keeps an Account for him or herfelf, of what Slaves they poflels, as well as of the
increafe of them by purchales, inheritance, or births; and alfo of the decreafe by
deaths, fales, or ctherwife: but thefe Lifts they'confider as their private preperty,
and are not obliged by any law to divulge; for my own part, whenever I nave had
the misfortune to lofe any Slaves on my properties, I never thought it r-quifite to
make any remarks, whether they had been three years in the Ifland or not.

1 have the henour to be, &c.
Simen Taylor, -
Cuftos of the parithes and precinéts of
St, Thomas in the Eaft and St. David’s,
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3., In Eerl ¢f Balcarres’s -of 22d March i Soo.

JAMAICA —Sr. JOHN'S.

19 G,

— ‘ i ; T ,
st. JOH N’S. | g" i Nuamber of Slaves Lorn. ; Number of Slaves whodied. : Of which numberdead, were.
v . .
| 2Ris L 5 | . : e .
[P (v '\;?:8 A 1e :o\\ 06‘3\ - g 1 =
NAME Cos =~ A R Y T g : . .
NAT i.?E_'F: = g|5 ,‘:_C:' f_'\h:: :6:'5 g\—= g 'Jg -u?,fi -u;:g
of the 22 18218 28 2R alR.2i8021 5 |2E&|E4
PLANTATION |} w2 b "diy 2Q 2 A0e "8 |4 TR Ty = &i:g -
- : oc [ | @ R . b W .y = E S o6 o
.2 % B . . d ar - . (354 [
N - o~ 2] o £ < 2 & n - 23] c n - - - = > -t E o
o P2 !e g &tz Sig &ie gz o| & - -
. P . .3 ®ye nY5 &g 3 W <4 =
PROPRIETOR. | % K¢ | & = 2 B 2 | = 5 =
' ke i ok 't Tq e i E
' : ‘ ’) i i
! | | |
Shady Grove - = = - g7 M- - 1 2 2 3 31 4 4 —
Archer, Sarah & Philiis -/ 1o —_ — — — — —_— i — — —
Abercrombie, Jane - -1 4 — —_ _— — -— o — — —
Anderfon, John Pufey -] 6> 5 2 4 3 I 4 |- - 8 —
Anderfon, Thomas - -1 73 2 3 5 2 2 2 2 3 i
Anderfon, John, Cliffords|! 118 — — — — —_— — — — .
Beus, Fliz. P. - - -] 48 S ETRIE RN [ 2 I — __
Brevetr, Johanna - -}l 28 2 -3 - - 3 — —_— — —
Bourke, Edm* F. - -l 30 — — — — — — — —_— —
Brownc, _]ohn M. - - 29 - - 2 1 1 2 2 — -— —
Brown, John St. Faith’s -f| 24 R 2 — 4 — — — —
Browne, Molly - - - 2t 1 ) I 1 2 2 - - 5 —
Bedward, James - - -l 12 | - — — — — — — — —_—
Cole, Gracey James - -l 10 | —_ — | - — — — —_— —_
Cole, Mary&Grace Foord!| 24 | — —_ — ; — — — -— —_ —_—
Montpelier - - - -l 6o —_— —_ —_— — — —_— — —_
Connor, Henry - - . 9 N t - — — — — —_
Deleon, Ab™ Cohen - -if a2} —_ — —_ - —_— - | - — —
Dickenfon, George - -;u 13 o —_ —_ - _— - | - — —
Deftel, Jue Swanfea, & Blown | 454 9 12 1: | 19 1 2435 17 -
o y !
D'-D-Biownes Hall - 252 R — —_ — = =] -
Delprait, Sam! - - -}l 116 2 4 s s 4 6 11 4 —_—
Donaldfon, John - - . a3 29 |-o -f- M- o 28 |- - 2 —_— —
Darby, Elizabeth - - -} 3 1 - -1- -1 g 4 2 5 —_ —_—
Defiources, Jacques - - 70 4 3 4 - |- - 1 8 — —
Deleon, Mofes ~ - - . 5 — — — —_— — -— —_— — —
Douglas, Perer - o .| 153 —_ — — — —_— —_— — — —
Eames, Klizibeth - . - I 4 2 — — — —_ _—
. _ 35 : .
Foftace, John = - .| 98 l- -i. -|- - - =1- - 4 —_ | - —
Fllis, Robert « - . . 1 T 1 3 - b e -]- a 3
Ferro, 1faac . - . . 6 — — — — — — — — —
Fuller Pecke, H* of Thetford|| 23 3 9. 8 9 13 10 12 31 4 —
D-D -Ret - “f g2 -"2|- - t -1 - sl =] -] =
Gram} Charles - . . 56 - . a e o — - - 3 3 — —
Gordon, Will; ! —_ | -
g n, lllxam - - - 274 [ 1O 13 6 1 7 Po—
Urant’ James - - - - 76 — ow— a— —— — - L -_— o—anly —
: | . i . '
i . v . t l - ¥
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= = S
sr.JOBRH NS, § Number of Siaves born. || Numberof Slaves whz.) died. | Of which number doad yey
2 & -
NAME F5 18 &5 Sir @)F g1t 41T & 3 = .| %
of the i}:‘ ;; =3 L\f; :Eg S E = E =l = ""§-§ 1;5
) R I I - - B N “eZ| & 3=A188k
PLANTATION || 52 j2°Q g7 SI27 QL7 ] E2RIATS] 3E e
PROPRIETOR. R - B L - - N El
- R 1 : - T ——
Geatrel, Tim.B. - - =l 31 | — — —_ ] - - —_ | - N
Holcombe, Th* Hiof || 44 |- -1- - r - -1- - 4 - —_ | -
Hanchard, Dan' - - - I — — —— — _— — —_ | -
Hill, Jacob - - - -1 2> 1 — — — —_— —_ — — -
Hamilton, Richard - -} 4 — — — — _ — —_— — | -
Haydon, Gro. R, - - 3 — — —_ — — — — —_— ] -
Ireland, Cath® - - -} 4% — —— — — — — — R
Johnltone, Andrew - - 30 ¢ — — — — — —_ — —_ | -
Jamaifon, Alex” - - .| 12 No— — — — -— — — —_— | -
Jordan, Edmund - 145 | '3 4 4 9 5 4 I — | =
King, Mary and Geo. 9 - =~ 1 |-~ - 2 -— — —_— S
Lewis, James .- - - 6 — — —_ —_ — — — —_ -
Ledwick, Dr. Gregory -{ 33 — - — — —_— —_— —_ —_ | -
NM<Donald, Arch* - -1 20 — — —_— — —_— — — | — -
Mitchell, Dr. Robt - -i 1 17 3 1 1 5 I3 5 ‘13 2 —_
M*Bean, Jokn - - -l 144 3 9 5 7 7 10 1§ 9 | -
Mc<Neil, Charles - 114 |- =]- - 4 |l- -1- - 3 — _] -
Millward, Tho - - - 14 (A I R | ER 3 3 —_— -
McPherfon, John, now" |

A. M-Donald and j} 12 — S | Q— —_— _— — — -

Cameron, Ex”* - - | |
Me Kenz'e A.& H. Hawkins 30 | — — —_— S — — —_ -
Mitchell, We Retreat - 87 [ - - 2 4 4 3 — —_ | -
Mendes, Iiaac - - -§ 21 | 2 2 |- - 2 |- - 2 — - | -
Oliver, John - - - -l 123 i 2 3 3 o 2 2 i —_ ] -
Powel, James - - -} 4 | — —_ — — —_ — — - | -
Plunkest, Marg' - - -: 155 4 3 4 5 8 14 2 1
Pleydell, Sam! - - -1 338 1 I . I U I 3 N
Penlington, Eliz* - -: 16 R 1 I 1 I —_— -
Price, Rofe - - - -l 453 — — — — —_— — — _— -
Queenborough, Sam' - 235 5 8 4 3 1 3 2 | -
Reid, John - - - -} 13 — —_— — — — —_ — —_— | -
Reid, Richard - -~ - 3 — — — — — — — — | -
Richards, Anpn - - - S — — — — —_— — — N,
Reid, James - - - -} 11 - - 1 " — — — - — -— | -
Ruthy Catherine - - -l 10 — — — — — —_ — —_— -
Stone, Ann - - - -l 13 IO I T i - - 1 — -
Scott, Wotton - - | 2 —_ — — — — — —_ —_ | -
Thompfon, John- - -l 174 ¢ |- - v S 1 ' -
Tulloh, Samuel - - - =28 ._3. ..f — _f _.2 —_— .1 _f -
" S'Dorothy - -l 50 — — —_— — —_— | = — —_ ] -
Taylor, George - - -} 29 4 4 3 4 3 3 31 — ] -
Upton, Mary - - - -}t * 6 — — — —_— —_— — -— -
Williams, James - - -l 258 | — | — — — — —_— — g
Wfight, Johﬂ - - - 28 - - 1 1 1 I ‘ 1 — -— ] -
Munt, Mfaac” - - = :fl 193 —_ — . — -_— — — el

g
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119,

Sr. jOHN’S- §‘ Number of Slaves born, I Number of Slaves who died, || Of which number dead, were,
S ¢ o
NAME Es |5 85 4|F &1F g5 gls gl | 2. §
‘of the wk e Sz fg Sjf Sz Sz S € |vzE|e>E
. P PN N A cea|lNgEIY o5 [ o = a = © E '_E 5 g8 g
PLANTATION | 52 f2"R)252122312%a 20 122q) = |ELIRAL
~ or ex I8 gl@ z|8 a8 L& sl g2 & [SES|ERS
IETOR z |8 #/8 218 sig8 S8 &g &) 5 s3] 23
PROPRIETOX. 2 e & & T)E = | g | %
Garel » = - = = '-‘, 118 - — - — — — — —_— —
Sanguinetti, J. = - -] — — —_ —_ —_— — — — — _
HackCtt, Alext =~ « =}l 24 |- <-|=- =]~ - i — — — — —_—
Jennings, Eliz® - - —_ — _— — —_ — . — —
Marfhall, E. - H* of R —_ —_ — — —_ _— . —
Ogborn, Jos. - - - -l — -_— —_ —_ — —_ — — — —
Parkcr, Willlam -« - - 7 e |l a afae ol -} . 2 — — —
Pearfon, William - =li - §6 — f— — —_— — — — — —
Pennington, Dan' © = - 16 — —_ — — —_ — - — —
Taylor, Geo. Elliott - 8 — —_— — — — — — — —
Hall, Willam - - -j| 10 —_— — —_— — — — — — —
Lyon,Ed.P. - - - -} — —_— — —_ — — — — —_ ] -
Long, Sam' - H' of - -} — —_— — — —_ — — — — —
Rodcn, Tho* - - -l 13 2 - ol e - 4 — — — — —
Smith,Cath, - - =~ - 8 — —_ — — — — — — —
Bayly, Rob. S.. = = - 30 —_ — —_— — — —_— — — —_—
Lewett, Thomas - - - =— —_ — _— — —_— — — — —
Smith, James P. - - 24 1 1 |- -fj- -]= - 3 —_— —_— —_
Haylett, Robert - - - — — C— — — —_ — — —
Taylor, James - - -f — _— —_ — — — — — — —
(Copy.)
(Signed) . Balcarres.
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e
(8.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.—continued.
JAMAICA.—Sr. JOHN’S, ’
g . ——
Sr. JOHN'S. 8 Number of Slaves bors, Number of Slaves who died, | Qf which number deayg
o - - - - - - o
‘9", - e ~ ) <° o~ ) . o
NAME el B LR 4l AF 41T sl ¥ IR
1773 = ; R : °c°,\ - PN ol ™ °& IR - N < >‘_=' v,
of the "2 le Q= Rl Sisg sl ©|E © = 5 85 g™
220 SIS Zl8  El8 218,582 2 |EEAlEH
PLANTATION B PRI PR A 25| & 8 AI5iA
SR NATE|ET QAR RIETR IR TN g g BER
or 22 is i sle 2l efa oo KR B = 88|58
) g *~ =75 Bl . a |9 Q. [-% a - 50
. =1 g L% e (N & O g o =] [N g (S I ‘6 o e L4
PROPRIETOR. 7 § w|§ @3 @lg «lg @12 @l A 5 H
) [ 5 | &= ) £ i E 3
I
White, John - - -
Tingley, Jobn - - 8
Browne, Ann - - - 10
Rofs, Robert - - - 30
Fleming, Francis = - 7
Deleon, Abr. Rod. - )
MrleVant - - - 10 I 2
Armftrong, W* - - 4
Anderfon, W - - 23 2 1 2 1
Bonny, Eliz* - - - 20
Browne, Edward - -
De Campos, Aaron -

JAMAICA, /£

ST1. Junn's,

L

To Thomas Kirg, Conflable of the Parifh aforefsid.
« You are hereby direGed and required forthwith to tender the Schent

« before written to the feveral Proprictors of Slaves, or Perfon

“ having the charge or management of Plantations in th

¢ Pt

« aforefaid, and to requeft them to fill up the Blanks therein, oppole
« to the Names of the feveral Plantations or Proprictors, or othe
« wife to tranfmit an Account to the fame purport to the Clerkd
« the Veltry of the faid Parifh, on or before the 16th Day of No
¢ next, in order that the Circular Letter of the 1oth of O&" Infm,
« written by order’ of his Honour the Lieutezant Governon

« hereunto anmnexed, may be compiied with. Herein fail not?
# make a Return of your proceedings to me, not later than®
« 16th Day of Nov® afosefaid; and for your fo doing this fhalk

F

“ O&" 1799

« your authority, Given under my hand and feal this 23

d Dyt

« ¥, 'Quia‘."
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(¢-) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800,

.{Copy.)

.HANOVER.

il

An ACCOUNT of ‘the Number 'of SLAVES in the Parifh of
" Haxover, with a Return of the Increafe and Decreafe of the faid Slaves,
for the laft Three Years; as given in upon Oath to a Veftry -holden for

recetvingfuch givings-in, the 23d November 1799.

}
)
| Decreafe for Three Years.
!
i

g

NAMES s, | = s | <] 273

&l Ll FlnE|tg

of g - 8] § & s B

S| g | s |EE| B

PERSONS and PLANTATIONS. 2 5 g g2 | §5

4 z % ° < [__‘a‘

1 |Anglin, W=, deceafed - -{Paradife - - 136 | 12 T |- - 3
2 !Ailan, Jane, eral. - - -|Tryall - - - 272 | 18 3 - - 7
3 'Atkinfon, George - - - -|Hamftead - - 29 2 |- - - 2
4 |Briffet, Rich%, deceafed - -|Georgia - - 447 19 11 - - 14
5| D* - - - - - -G, Valley - - 533 36 ‘g9 .- -] 36
6 - = = - - - -IM"D°- - -l 204| 23 13 -~ 6
7 - - =~ = - - - H.Hall - -l g 8 |- - 3
8 - = - - -~ -Chigwel,P. - gi Z' - - 5
9 |Brifle, Jofeph- - - - -Coccoone - - 197 | 10- 6 |- -} 13
10 |Briflet, George - - - -|Endeavour -| 187 | 15 2 |- - 8
11 D* - - = <« - -Content - -l 189 10 7 |-~ - 9

a2 [Brown, W=, fen. - - . -Kew - - - 279 | 12 11 12 |- -

13 |Bremner, Pat*- - - - -IRockingham -| 451 7 | - 4 |- -
14 {Brifliet, John, deceafed - -|Southfield - - 81 11 1 - - 2
a5 |Campbell, Peter - - - -{F. River - - 282 29 22 |- - 14
16 {Campbell, Duncan - - -|S.Spring - - 287 | 24 19 |- -| 21
17 [Carr, John - - - . -lBamboo - - 20§ 2§ g |- - 3
18 {Clarke, John - - - - -|Retreat - - 51 3 1- - - 2
19 (Chambers, Jacob - - - -f- - . - - 22 b1 -— - —
20 |Crooks, Jn®and Rich! - -C.Ccve - - 146 | 12 6 |- - 2
21 |Clerke, George - - - -IPemnymore - 38 3 5§ |- - 1
22 |Cunningham, M. and Son  -|Woodlands - 61 8 5 - 1
23 (Crofts, R. - - - - - . - - - i 16} — — — —
24 Campbell, Ja* - -~ - - .Kendal - -l a2 3 4 - - 5
25 [Clerk, \W= Virgo- - . -/Hybla - - -f 25 4 — — —
26 {Campbell, Rob* - - - -!Greenwich 120 6 2 4 1- -
27 |Clarke, Lady Ann - - -IF.-H. Quar 235 21 9 |~ -~ 4
28 D° - - -« =« - JC.C.Penn - 131 11 [ - - - 7
29+|Chambers, John -.- - - - - - . 50 5 T |- - 2

30 |Campbell, Jn° and Peter - -!Ireland, P. -| 3o 7 L D
31 Campbell, John - - - -'O'Bay- - -| 274| 18 3 - 5
32 |Clarke, W= and Ch* Ja* - -!lnduﬂry - = 398} 29 16 |- -] 22
33 |Clarke, Sir Simon Houghton - W.Church  -f 217 | 13 5 |- - 8
34 |Cochrane, Rob* - - - “m - = - - 24 I - 1 -

35 {Campbell, Duncan (M) - s- = - - -l 59} 10 5 rj- -
36 [Chitholm, Rob* - -" - -'Croydon - -| 29 1 | - - - 2

[}
| |

Nuamber of Deaths within
the laft Three Years.

- -t
m-ws:ue\lw l G\Q\ml »
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o Decreafe for Three Years. '."E
g 3 " ) E s
NAMES s . | = g ss| 5% || &8
EE | > | s | ZE|lGE|E
- S 2| 5|82
o ST 3| s |E7| 8% | SE
' 2 E ¢ lzg|ss |58
PERSONS and PLANTATIONS. :E, = -é 'g a = :.:, —g
Z A b 6 < ; ;
! |
37 |Blagrove, John - - - -‘Magotty’s- il 364 | 37 28 | - 13 41
38 |Binns, Edward - . - - -|- - - - - 96 3 1 - - 7 8
‘39 |Burtand Heron - - - -jAlexandria -l 131 16 5 16 | - - 21
40 |Buchannan, Geo. - - - -Spitde- - <f 48 5 1 . - 6 7
41 |Dehany, Pnilip - - - - Pom't - - -l 367 32 19 - - 1 20
42 D° - - - - - Barbncan. - - 221 | 23 12 [ - - 4 16
43 |Dawes, Jat W* - - - - -|Rockipring - 253 | 47 | 5 |- - 22 ) 27
44 |Douglas, Ja* - - - - -Grange - -} 260 | 11 12 13 |- -1 2§
45 |Dickfon, Rich - - - |- - - . ' g7 1 — — — —
46 |Ellis, Ch* Rofe - - - -IShettlewood,P.| 119 9 1 |- - 5 6
47 |Evans, John, Eft.of - - -/Vermont - - 52 3 2 |- -}- - 2
48 |Fleming, James - - - - prchall - . 16 |- - I 1 |- - 2
49 |Finucane, Edm¢ - - - - Hilllborough -| 29 | 3 2 |- - 2 4
50 |Fenton, Tho* - = - - - - - - - 29 4 -1- - 1 1
5t [Gordon, John - - - - ~|Campleton -} 257 | 16 10 |- 4 14
42 |Gray, Patrick - - - - - F f_mldﬂllp -l 210 18 6 |- - 9 15
§3 [Gray, George - - - - -|Gibraltar - . 331 .8 — — —_ —
§4 |Hudfon, W=, Silver Grove -|{Rambleand F.| 303 [ 22 17 |- -] 22 39
§5 [Hudfon and M*Kenzie - -|Golden Grove 147 5 3 |- - 9 12
56 |Hay, James - - - - -|Williamsfield -| 151 6 3 |- -1 12 1§
57 Hilton, JO!‘ID - -« - .- -{C. Caftle - - 217 46 19 - - 10 29
¢8 {Hall, Will> - - . . -Round Hill -|| a6 14 6 9 2 17
s9 (Hopkins, Ja* - - - - .- - - - . g5 6 1 |- - 1 2
6o {Jackfon, John - - .- - -[SodHall . . 171 " 7 - - 4 10
61 |Jackfon, John, Heirs of - -[M  Hlafant -| 212 7 g8 |- - 13 21
62 |lnnis, David - - - . .IMr.Grace - 8o 4 1 - - 6 7
63 |James Jn® lHaughton . - .H.Hall - - 24§ 6 || 11 R 12
64 |Jobling, Jos. Ltt. of - - -}]- - - - . 52 s |- -1~ - vi 7
65 |Knowles, blizabeth - - -|Hopewell - - 16§ 8 5 - - $ 10°
66 |Kerr, Ja* Fft. of - - - -|Dundee - .| 18, 21 7 - - 17 24
67 |Kerr, Rob*Eftof - - <« -|Welcome - .} 162 12 P 28 28
63 D* - - o - o o .Hadlingron -} 186 | 23 - -|- -1 26 26
69 {Kerr,Mrs. = - - - - - - <« . _| 15| — —_— — — —_—
70 [Miles, W= - - - . _ _B.Hall - .| 1g5| a2 | 18 |- -| .6 | 24
71 { D - - - - - - .|Richmond - -} 227 10 6 |- - 3 9
73 D°- -« - - <« - .Profper - .| o~ | — — — — —_
73 D*- - - - o -|R'Penn - -} 38 |. - r |- - 3 4
74 |Mure, Hutchifon, Eft. of - -{Saxham - [ 248 | 14 9 |- -1} 13 24
75 D= - - - o o Caldwell © . 212 | 17 9 |- -1 14 53
76 |Mure, Samuel - - - . _lFlint River -] 216 21 - el - - 2§ 23
77 {Morris, Sam', E}. of - -{Rome - - 4" 8 s |- -1- - 5
78 (M Craw, Mary - - - .}- - - . . 22 2 [ R A 1
79 |Morrifon and M‘Farlane - -|Caledonia - - 49 | 8 1 - e 1 2
80 |Malcolm, Neil - - « . _|R'Penn - 44 5 r |- - 1 2
81 D°- - - - ... _|NewParadife .} 151 9 ) - - 16 18
82 D*- - - - - . _[PellRiver .| 253 12 6 - - 1t 17
83 D°- - - - . - .- Blenpheim - .| 1g1 10 7 -v o=} oT8 18
84 D°- - - < « - L.iRerriecveOre -| 1g3 | 12 7 |- - 9 16
85 D°- - -« - - - . New Works -| 174 18 8 - - 7 15
86 D= - - - - - .lKnockalva, P, 162 21 8 |- - 3 11
87 D°- - - - <« - .|Hylby - - 36 6 1 - -] - 1
88 Malcolm, Donald - - - -IM*Pelier -l 155| o 2 |- - 7 9
89 M<Clymons, James - - |- - - . - 451 2 - 2 |- - 2
90 [Maxwell, Pat.and Jn* - -« « - - ] 4o 5 - 3 {- - 3
" .
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JAMAICA. 25 G
g Decreafe for Three Years. "F..,.
2 . o
] = « . £ &
NAMES E" g; : 5 %' E . E ? E 3
= o % . : e £
of 2e | 20 S | i kE| By
M s | B2 | g | 8F
PERSONS and PLANTATIONS. 2 2 3 eE| 8= | 53
Z Z | Ss| <k
< =3
1 {Minto, Thomas - - -« - - - - - 2 9 | . -
gz M‘Nabb, James - - - | - - - - gz ? — — _5 : .l
93 [Malcolm, Donald Smith P, -} - - - - 17 — | - — — —
94 [Malcolm, George - - - - Argyle - - 212} . 20 s |- -] 14 19
95 |Neumans and Hardings - - Bhole - - - 161 13 7 |~ - 4 '
96 Odell and Gilpin - - - -|Cafcade & Spring* 178] 18 $ 8 8 18
g7 |Paterfon and Walter - - -|Baulk - - - 157| 10 7 |- - 3 10
98 |Parry Henry - - - - - = - - - 8] — — —_— — —
99 |Perry, John - - - - -lAbingdon - - 194 8 1 |- - 17 18
100 |Roebuck and C* - - - -|Hopewell - - 131/ 10 3 |- - I 4
1c1 |Reid, Tho* deceafed - - -|Belvidere - - 426| 40 14 |- - 8 22
102 |Reid, R. H.etal. - - - -lEfher - - -1 230 29 7 |- - 7 14
103 |Reid, R* Haughton - - - O'Cove - - 17§ 11 4 |- -1- - 4
104 |Robertfon, John Hine - -} - - - - 26 3 R a 2
10§ |Randall, Henry - - - -|Colebrooke = - 21{ 3 r |- - 1 2
106 |Ryley, Samuel - - - - -|Ripleys - - 10| 9 8 |- - 8 16
107 |Scarlett, Rob, Heirs of - -|Succefs and F. 1371 10 4 |- - 7 It
108 {Samuell, Ch* and Eft. of - -|N. Samuells - 530 4 1 |- - 1 2
109 |Samuells, W*Ed, - - - -C.Cove - -| 145 17 9 |- = 4 13
110 |Samucils, Jar Davis - - - - - - - i 39 2 I 1 1 2
111 |Spring Annuitants - - - -|Spring - - -/ 134 6 1 |- - 5 6
112 |Scott, Cha’'- - - - - -ITweedlide - 67 9 s |- - 2 7
113 | Taylor, Sir Jn° B, deceafed -|H. Court - -l 376 = 12 |- - 4 16
114 D> - - - - - -lH. Grove, P. 79! 12 3 1- -f{- - 3
115 |Vaflall, Jobn - - - - - N.F.River - 201| 19 15 - - 4 19
116 |Vaflall, W - - - - -|G.River - - 308} 23 10 |- - 15 2
117 |Willey, John - - - - -{Shepherds, H. 57 5 4 |- - 3 7
118 D°- - - - - - -|Willand - - 3¢ 3 2 5§ |- - 7
119 {Wile, Thomas - - - -iClearmount - 117| 16 4 |- - 6 10
120 |Walker, Robert - - - -} - - = -] 271 3 — — — —_
121 {Wallace, John - - - -{Cefsnock - -§ 157{ 8 7 |- - 11 18
122 |Wedderburn, John - - - Ms* - - - 1731 8 2 |- 9 11
123 Do- - - - - - -Profept .~ - 1771 16 6 |- - [ It
124 D°- - - - - =~ -itlopewell - -§ 185 14 7 |- - 6 13
125 |Webfters, Ja’ and D. Heirs of {R.Vale - -y 201 16 6 |- - 7 13
117,956 1,432 | 664 | 74 | 746 }1,478
i | :
Hanover, We do certify, That the above is an exaé Account of the Number of Slaves in
Jamaica, jr} this Parifh, as givenin to a Veftry held at Lucea on Saturday the 23d Inftant for

that purpofe; with a Return of the Increafe and Decreafe for the latt Three
Years. Givenundeé our Hands and Seals this 26th day of November 1799.
Benj. Tenifon,

Ldm! Finucane, [v.s.

\.

Gea. Spence, @

CL Veftry.

(Copy.)
Balcarres.

119,
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G. 25 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

(10.) In the Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.
(Copy.) ‘ v

JAMAICA~ST. JAMES.

RETURN of Increafe and Decreafe of SLAVES in the Parith of

SarxT JamMmEs.

< j AFRICANS =
2 SElmEEel 4| B
NAMES _ NAMES |l =g S~ 1EZdlEEs] 29 | 2
of the of the "f_‘-; tf.;. ig%%‘g; 'Gg %E
me | 3 L5, S 8| Z — w O
PROPRIETORS. PLANTATIONS) 2 | 5% 8§55 85 “3,| 8~
SR | 2% |EEn gtk B | 3
2 ls |2fEfz-F
Anderfon, Duncan, Heirs of ~{Lethe - - - - 5 6 4 5 15 | 224
Ditto - - - - -i{Flowerhill - - - 22 8 |- |- - 8 | 241
Atkinfon, Richard, Hmrs of -iBogue - - -« <! 7 9 13 |- -| 22 |aig
Atherton, William - - -|SpingVale = - -~} 18 |- -|- -}- - 10 | 174
Bowen, Robart - - - -Retreat = - - -} - - I |- - 10 11 150
Birch, Jofeph - - - - -lLegane - - - -i' 22 16 |- - 9 25 | 190
Rarrei, George Goodin - - -|Sping - - = -} 30 7 |- -] 1% 22 | 352
Barret, S. Wiidom - - - Spot Valley - - - 13 7 |- -1 2% 28 | 243
Borland, Robert - - - -{Equity - - - -} 8 7 |- -1 12 19 85
Bernard, Daniel - - -|Content - ~ - - 7 31 2 3 8 —_—
Bernard, Charles and Dav1d -lEden. - - - -} 27 13 3 11 27 | 257
Bernard, David - - - -|BonaVifta = - -}l 10 4 |~ - [1 9 | 107 -
Bernard, W. R. Bernard - -|Chiidermafs - - 9 4 . - 3 7 191 ¢
Barret, Edward - - - -\Cinnamon & Conol|| 27 |- -!- =~-}- -| 15 | 5§73
Cunningham, John - - -|Beifield - - - - 4 13 |- - [ 18 | 228
Delap, Robert, Heirsof - -!Orange - - - -] 10 20 [~ - 14 | 34 |172
Dawes, Nicholas - - - -lAlbion - - - -} 7 4 - - 8 1) 56
Tllis, Charles Rofe - - -jM* Pelier, O. W, -|| 41 21 1 28 50 . 384
Ditto - - - - - -] D - N.W. -} 16 10 14 19 | 43 | §31
Tifkine, John, Heirs Of - -jLlima - - - i 37 15 - - 27 42 ‘ 352
Franklyn, Peter - - - - Chatfworth - - -] 4 r |- -1- - 1.| 30
Fowle, William, Heirs of - -!Wiltihire - - <} 20 8 |- -] 11 19 | 163
Gibbes, Francis B. Heirs of -|[Millepium - - -t 6 |- -]« -} o - 4 164
- Gordon, Wijliam - - - -|Pailley - - - -} a1 4 |- - 8 12 281
Gray, John - - - - - -ilndefry = - - -1 37 1o |- - 4 14 183
Gray, Charles Gordon - -{Viroin Vilicy - -; 12 9 |- -| 13 22 | 234
Gordon, John, jun* - - - Guitow - - =1 13 8 |- - 12 20 268
Gordon, John - - - -iMoor Park - - -: 18 9 - - 15 24 240
Gordon, William - - - -|Windfor Lodge -§ 33 4 1o |- - 14 | 337
Graham, Jacob - - - -|Fuftie Grove - . 3 - e = 2 2 | 116
Gray, 1 homms Jofegh - - Eafthums - - ..! 13 6 |- - 4 10 96
Gibbes, Henry Thornhiill  -|Crawle - - - 4 5 4 |- - - 4 | 165
Hylon, John - « - « -iComfortHall - e |- - 4 |- 4 30
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27 Ge

JAMAICA.
==
=

= - Arricaxs, .2

‘ 2 < § T | L | 8

. . @ ES ailny ., & o
NAMES NAMES | ez Eo lERRISEE| 5% | Bs
of the of the T | PE [EudluTal 28 |65
: @y | e |TEEITEY 29 [F58
PROPRIETORS. PLANTATIONs! 2£ | 55 [S2§|EE21 %8 | o=

S = E L lg g e g B '§

| = z |amB|z”

Hall, Thomas Klrkpatrlck -|Irwin and Penn -} 43 27 |- -1 24 | st | 365
D° - - « - - -|Kirkparick - -} g 12 |- - 6 18 | 190
D - - - - -|Tryall. - - - .} a5 9 |- 2 11 | 289

Hamilton, G. R. chrs of ~ISuccels - -~ - . 9 3 - - 9 12 | 120

 Hall, William - - - - -Worcefter - - .| 12 2 |- -| 10 12 | 293

Hall, Thomas - - - - -|Williamsfield - .} 24 4 |- - 7 11| a7y

Jackfon, John - - - - - AmityHall - 6 s |- - 8 13 | 159

Jackfon, Rebert - - < - Hampton - . . 9 3 |- - 2 5 | 185

Innes, David -~ - - - -|Sommerton - -} 10 7 8 8 15 | 142

Innes, Robert « - - - o -« - o - - . 3 4 |- - 1 s |19

Johnfon, Milbro -~ - - - - - - - - 6 |- - 3 |- - 3 22

Irwin, John and Jacob - -+ - - - . - I 28 8 - 4 53 | 481

Kerr, David - - - - -Spring Garden - -| 11 3 |- - 5 8 | 178

Kerr, Rob', Ef. of - « -lLeyden - - - .| 20 15 |- - ig 34. | 283

Linton, Thomas, Heirs of -|Springfield - - - 9 |- |- -{-"- 5 90

Leflie, James - - - -iSt. James’ Park | 6 |- - - 1 I 23

Laurence, Geo. W. Heirs of -(Running Guet - -} 6 |- -|- -]- 6. | 122

Little, Walter - - - - - Smallﬁcld < = 9 t- -}- -]- - 6 61

Mowat, John - - - < -Dumfries - - -} ¢ |- |- |- - 5 | 200

McIntofh, William - - -|May Hall - - . I |- (- - 1 i 42

Peterkin, James - - < -/Chatham&BullPenn} 10 | . -|.- .-}{- . 8 |163

Palmer, John, Heirsof - -|Rofe Hall& Palmiral 24 |- -|- -|- .| 26 380

Plummer, William- - - -|Richmond Hil -|| - -1- .| .}~ - 4 50

~Pery,John - - - - o - - o o ol 9 2 |- - 2 4 12

Rufea, Eftate of James - -{John’sHall - - - 8 |- -l- |- - 6 1 188

Ritchie, John - - - - . R 2 |- - 2 4 —

Reynolds, Edmund - - -|Catherine Mount -|| 10 3 |- - 2 5 | 149

Scott, Adam, Eft. of - - -] - - - - - . 2 2 |- == - 2 49

‘Sill, John - - - - - -|Providence - - - 7 9 |- ~-| 13 24 | 249

Scarlett, John - - - - -|Scarlet Hall - - 10 2 |- - 2 4 | 117

Trought, Nich?, Heirs of = -|Catadupa - - -] 4 |- -|- -|- 1. -| %o

Tharp, Jom - - - - -|GreenPond - - 9 13 |- -| 14-| 27 84

Tharp, William Havghton -|Reading - - -l ¢ 6 |- - 4 10 87

Vernon Thomas - - - - - - - - - . I |- -] - 1 I 171

Wafte, Raynes Barrett - -|DBlue Hole & Moreland| 16 2 |- - 5 7 11283

Warburton, George - - | - - - - - -l 1 |« |- -]l- - 2 ‘9

Williams, Martin, Heirs of -{Anchor Bottom - 22 8 |- -1 22 30 | 241

Rickeus, G.W. - - - -|Canaan - - - -l 33 13 |- - 7 20 | 250

N. B. A Number of Proprietors of Slaves (by whofe Returns there appears to have been
neither Incrcafé or Decreafe within the laﬁ Three Years) are nct included in the abovc

Lig,

"Charles Evans,
Clerk Veflry,



226

G. 28 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.
—
{11.)—In Earl of Balcarres’s, of 22d March 1800.
JAMAICA, A RETUlRN of the Parifh of St. ErizaseTH, for the Number of Negros
St. Elizabeth, }f T " now on each Plantation in the Parifh aforefaid, and the Total Number f

Births and Deaths (on an Average of the laft Three Years); diftinguifing
what Propottion of thofe that died were born in the faid Parifh, or had beey
jmported more than Three Years before ; and what Number of thofe thy
died had becen imported within Three Years of the time pf their Death,

DEATHS in the Years
1766, 1797, and 1798,
Number | Births in | — —_— -
RIETORS NAMES of [the Years §2 ';:::'g Tod
PROPRI | . Slaves | 1796, | Creoles |3 § £ (5% & Ny
MAMES. now on | 3797, born -; g-:: £ § -é o
PROPERTIES. the and | jj the fzfcg %:f Deatly,
Property| 1798. | ypand. | S |8 5 S
E-é’ 28,
g |< 2
Hon®* Jof. Jas. Swaby - Montpeliier and New Rivery 250 | 20 16 in.1798 of an epidemic| 16
Elizabeth Bowen Murray -iChiviot Hill - - -1 42 3 |- - 4 difeafe) 4
William Seaton - - Mount Profpe&t - -t 71 4 2 | I AT A
William Pitter - - -'Cragie - - - -4 44 10 7 8 |- | 1
William Robinfon - -iFricndlhip - = = 155 1% 4 2 |- -l 6
Abraham Myors - -Farm - - - - 32 § |- - 1}~ -1
William and John Folter -Bogue - - - -| 383 30 34 |- -1- -1 N
Thomas Fofter - -Elim - - - -1 384 46 26 | -. - |- - 26
The Heirs of John M<Millan George’s Valley - 4 45| 2 3 2 |- -1 %
John Fofter - - -|Two Mile Wood - -| 204 | 21 26 |- -~ -] 2%
JohnColey - - -John’s Hall - - -4 231 2 2 |- -]- -1 2
The Heirs of John Morfe -|Y.S. - - - - 438 | 16 27 |- -{|- -| 7
D - - D - -Ipfwich - - - - 161 12 9 |- =~f{- -1 9
Heirs of S. W Fofter - Lancafter - - -l 1581 12 19 {- -|- -1
William Harriot - -St. Cruz Park - - - 146 | 14 10 |- -}~ =-| 10
Bryan Connor - - -Palmyra - - 4 39 4 — — —_ | -
Mrs. Smalling - - - Emmaus - - 72 4 9 |- -1- - 9
Barham Jofeph Fofter -[Iflard Eftate - - -| 208 15 29 |- -{- -| %
William Harriot - - Mexico - - - -l 152 | — —_ — dil B
Anderfon, Ruth - - Newhall - - - 13| — — — e
Alexander, Samue] - -iAlexandria - - “ 27 | -— — — —_ -
Anderfon, Ann - -1~ - - - - 14| — — — — -
Allen, George - - -|Norwhich - - - 11 — — —_— — -
Auftin, Robert - -{Palmyra - - - 1 92| — — — — -
Anderfon, John - -Newforeft - - - 178 | — -— —_ —_ -
Ab. James Rowe, dec.  -|Aberdeen - - 4 49| - — -— =i B
Angel, Benjamin - - Lookout - = 4 1| = | — - —_ | -
Burton, Elizabeth - -iContent - - - 4 47| — — — —_— |-
Bryden, James- -  -|Mountain Valle e —_ — —_ | -
Dickenfon, Vicars, Heirs of Barton - - - - 238 | — —_— — —_— -
Il
Carried forward - = -1 3,762 | 235 | 223 18 |- -|u
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" JAMATI1C A 29 G,
M !
Africans
PROPRIETORS NAMES Neof Slaves|  Births Deaths of that'had
of " onthe [in the Years Creoles | been in the
NAMES. born in Hland
, PROPERTIES. | Property. | 1796, 7, 8. more than
1796, 7 8. 3 Years,
Amount brought forward] - - - 3,762 235 223 18
" Bradford, Sufanna - - - - - 17 — - —
Wallace, Hugh - - -|Bifcany - - 146 —_ — —_—
James Row, Heirsof - -|Bagdale - - 123 —_ — ——
Brooks, Prifcilla - - - - - - 15 — — —
Brooks, Jefeph - - -l - - - 6 —_ — —
Brooks, Rut - - - - - - 5 — — —
Brooks, Martha - - - - - - 11 — — —
Brook:, Richard - - - - - 6 — — —
Brocks, Grace Ann - - - - - 8 —_ — —
Brooks, John - - -|Burnt Ground - 94 —_ — —
Brooks, Amelia - - -l - - - 10 —_— —_— —
Brooks, John - - - - - -8 — — —_
Bennet, Jofeph - - -|Spring Garden - 57 —_ — —
Barton Hles - -{ 130 —_ — —_—
Bernard and William Pepper - -l 170 —_ — —_—
Dickenfons - = - Watchwell - - 27 —_ — —_—
' Appleton - -l 211 _— —_ —
‘Brown, Martha Wilfon - - - - - 12 — — —
‘Blake, William, deceafed -|TheFolly - - 23 —_ — —_
Burton, Zachariah - -1 - - - 11 —_ —_ —
Banton, Timorhy - -{The Lodge - -1 - 22 — — —
Burton, Judith - - -|Profpe&t - - 46 — — —_
Bent, John . - - | TopHill - - 19 —_— — —_
Boucher, Richard - - Wilton - - 70 — — —
Barret, Thomas Hercy - -|Mile Gully - - 86 — —_ _—
Walker, James - ~|Bumpton - -l ot —_ —_— —
Burton, John ~ - - -|Spanith Quarteis - 8 —_— —_ —_
Blake, John - - -|Hopewell - - 30 —_ — —
Allen, Ifaac - - -|Breadnut Valley - 78 —_ — —
Burton, John Francis - -l - - - 12 — —_ -—
Burton, Benjamin - - - - - 12 - — — -
Burton, Jonathan - -4 - - - 21 —_ — —
Johnfton, Wm. Ricketts -|Belle Vue - - 40 —_— — -—
Badnege, Mrs. decealed - - - - 20 —_ — -_—
Brown, Sarah - - - - - - 26 — _— —_—
Campbell, Colin - - -!Mountain Spring - 70 — —_ —
Salmon, John - - -|Clifton- - - 124 — — —
Delaroche, John - - -{Carifbroock = - 78 - - -
Wallin, John Lewis = -|{Carmel - - 24 —_ — —
Chambers, John - - -|Cabbage Valley, &c.] 230 — — _
Dunkliey, Thomas - ~|Cathew’ - - 120 — —_ —_—
Rickets, George William -|Crawfards - - 46 — _— ——
‘Wright, James Cooper - -|Cornwall - - 71 — —_ -
Carricd forward - - - = - 6,255 235 223 13

227
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G. 30

SLAVE TRADE—~WEST INDIES.

PROPRIETORS

Nf\MES.

NAMES
of
PROPERTIES.

ey,

Number o1 Slaves
on

the Property.

Amount brought forward -

Coles, Abraham Sable

Thwaites and Wheelwrights

Clarke, Jofias - -
Cerf, tieniy - -
Carnegy, Stewart -
Frafer, Willlam -

Davies, Ann - -
Davy. John and James
Jobn MDuff - -
Tomlinfon, Jas. Robert
Dear, Thomas - =~ -
Owen, Humphrey -

Dennis, Edward . -
Dennis, W" P:ght -
Dennis, Roger Taylor

Do nwe, James -
D .ckenfon, Mary -
Denak, Mrs. - -
Duncan, lizabeth -
Day, Benjimin - -

Eaton, Murg' and Sufanna

Fowl r, Mrs. E. -
Ewbanks, John -
Ewbanks, John, jun. -
Ewbanks, William -
Eaton, George - -
Forbes, Alex’, fen® -
Fearon, Rowland, W™
Skinner, James -
Atwood, Robert -
Finlafon, Willlam -
Fenton, John - -
Forbes, Charles -

Fifhers, John, Heirs of-

Forbes, ‘iungo -
Rowe, James, Heirs of
Rufel, Samuel -
Frith, Thomas - -
Fleming, Wilum -
Graham, Jobn - -

Suith, Francis George -

i 1

Carried forward

-| Woolwich

Cramers - -
Chefterfield -
Norfolk -
Catherine Hall
Berlin - -

Dunbarton

Weare
Duff Houfe
Dalintoba

Donegall

Belle Vere

Green Vale

Greenfield
Nightingale Grove
Elderftea

Chefter
Ruthven

Peter: field
Pond Pen

L}
]

Fullerwood Park, &c.
Goldin irov , &
Tharenfizld, &e. -

Fulierwood - -
Fanrﬁ:. H - -
Paradite - -

New Grove - -
[“unce and Pond Side
Gefhen and Long Hill

6,255

42
170
31
32
50
20
18
26

55
63
137
I
.45
18
14
15
46
13
40
20
18
37
83
12
12
11
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PROPRIETORS

N AMES.

NAMES
.of
PROPERTIES.

Number of Slaves
~on

r the Property.

Amount brought forward

Crawfurd, Mathew -
Delaroche, William -
Griffi:h, John - -

W hitzaker, John, Heirs of-

Gordon, John

Buker, John Proculus, deceafcd -

Wiiter, Mrs. -
Hutchifon, John -
Hewir, Wiiliam Kellet
Hennegan, Chatles -

" Hanfon, Philemon -
Howard, William -
Shakefpcare, David -
Harriot, George -
Smith, James -
Brooks, Mis. chorah
‘Smyth, Thomas -
Hart, James - -
Simith, Thomas -
Campbell, Peter Holland
Right, Thomas -
Henderfon, Thomas
Hyman, Lazarus
Hook, Mary -
James, Ann -
James, John, fen.
Jame:, Montague
James, Joleph
Johnfton, William
King, William
Keene, T homas
Kilburn, Grace
Keene, Richard
Keene, Jane -
Keen, John -
Dickenfon, Caleb
Cowan, Nicholas -
The Rev. Tho* Warren
Royai, John - -

[ U T R N RNATURN S TR NS R NN R

I T T T I |

[ T I B

-1Succefs -

-|Pleafant Hill

Gilnock Hall
Giddy Hall -
Oldbury -
Ginger Hill - |

Grove Place
Grofmond -
Mount Samplc
Fellowthip

Catho -
Denbigh Caftle
Hodges -
Retrieve -
Hazle Grove -
Hounflow - .
Haughton and Vauxhall -
Hampltead - = - -
chhgatc and Font Hxll -

| N SR SN N N I A )

Hope chr - - -

Induﬁry Park

Cedar Grove
NcwcH, &c. &c.

Kingsland . -
Orange Grove
Burton - - -

Knockpatrick - -
Eglinton - - -
Lacovia - - -
Lower Works - -

Cairied forward -

229
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G. 32 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.
NAMES Number of Slaves
. PROPRIETORS
. cf on
NAMES. PROPLRTIES. the Property. -

Amount brought forward - - . - - 11,787
La Cruz, Sarah - - - - - - - 13
Longlands, John - - - . -{Rofeberry - - - 63
Lewis, John - - - -l - - - 16
Lee, Catherine - - - < - - - 14
Brook, Rich® and Brothers - - -|Longwood - - - 72
Smith, Robert, Heirs of - - -|Mount Charles - - 78
Dickenfon, Caleb - - - -|Majetty - - - 71
Balcarres, Earlof - - - -|Marun’s Hill - - 52
Mois, James - - - -  ~{Hermitage - - - 21
Montagu, Mathew - - - -1Chelfca - - - 22
Mufchett, Robert - - - -|Byebrook - - - 96
Smith, Mathew, fen. - - - -{Mount Lebanon - - 49
Goudie, David, dec® - - - -|Maybole - - - 65
Mumley, Samuel - -|Malvern Hill - - 43
Milicr, Jafper, dec* - - - - 15

Mount Pleafant

1
'
vy
(o)

Cohen, Hyem -

$ 1 3
| I}

M:Leod, William - -l - - - 8
Mullings, Edward - - - - - 16
Malcolm, Peter - - - 26

Milis, Rebecca - Barbary Hall

Mullings, John

'
1

at

(2]

Mullings, William - - - - a2
M<Catty, John - -~ =~ Sprmbﬁcld - - - 53
Martin, William - - - - - 13
Murray, Andrew = - . - - - 12
- M<Credie, John - - - - - - 15
Malcolm, Jean - - -l - - - 15
Mullmgs, Margaret - - -1 - - - 16
- - -{Newhall - - - 19

Fred ric, John - - - -/Niagara - - - 61
Nief, Edward - - - - -l - . - ‘rg
Newman, Richard - - e e a - - 30
Whitt‘, Andrew - - - -'Oxford - - - 197
Heath, Wiiliam - - - -1Peru - - - - 75
Mcintofh, James - -« - -|Phantillands - - - 75
Cooks, Mrs, - = - - - -|Payneflown - - - 107
Vanheelen, Mrs. Hcrrs of - - -|Pond Pen - - - 56
Laird, Henry - - - - -|Profpect - - - g6

Spanith Q -

Cairied {orward -

Powell, Benjamin, jun.

t
-
L)
-
(o)
—
(-]
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PROPRIETORS

NAMES.

1

NAMES
of
PROPERTIES.”

Numbei' of Slaves
on

the Property.

Amount brought forward

Powell, Jamcs, dec! -
Right, Lewis Jones, dec?
Powdl Sarah - -
Price, Judith - -

Powell, Benjamin, fen.

Penny, Cook Charles -
" Pight, Charles -
Ptart, John -
Barnes, John, Heirs of
Ranhin, Alex’
Roberfton, Duncan
Robb, John -
Robertfon, John
Wilfon, John = -
Rowe. Charles™ -
Rudduch, Henry
Roberfton, James
Reynold, John Raby
Shaw, Willlam -
Lynch, He:rs of
Swaby, Jobn -
Slater, Join -
Scuichy, Simen
Robinfon and Peart
Smith, Robert
Gale, Heirs of -
Salked, John -
Smith, Alext -
Levy, Benjamin
Shermer, Ann - -
Branfield, Andrew -
Farquhar{'on, Ch* Heirs of
Vernon, fames Baillie
Sandilanas, John -

Rowe, William -
Thomas, Sarah = =
Taylor, George -

1!9.

1] [ T I ]

Illlll.lllll!i-l.l.l'l

I I R R N R T T T R 2 T O S S D I T D D O . D L . L L )

Pleafant Hill -
Pifgah

Newark
Rofely Hill
Thornton
Friendfhip -
Brownberry -
Bellmount -

Reading and Sally Hall
Middlefex

Newton
Stonefield -
P.eafant Profpeét
Friendthip Hill
Eutton Hill -
Spice Grove
Mountblow -
Saltfpring
Rofe Cattle
Bellanure
Stoney Hill

€t 1t ¢ ¢« 0 1 v b oy

Southfield
Spring Vale
Sheotershill -
Shrcwfbury - -
Torrington Caftle
Happy  Grove
Iflington - -

Carried forward -

13,618

13
21
17
25
36
17
30
40
15 .
20
44
150
102
92
22
62
11t
17
13
22
20
35
149
26
12
107
14
312
15
45
16
10
8o

73
5[
25
55
23
27
2§

15,668

231
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34 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

PROPRIETORS

NAMES.

'Amount brought forward -

Thompfon, Thomas -
Tavares, Abraham, fen.
Taylor, Thomas Weare
Forreft, Arthur, Heirs of
Vaffall, Robert - -
Vaflall, Mary - -
Adlanr, Williain -
Williams, Thomas John

‘Wright, Andrew - -
“Webb, Meflrs. - -

" Robert, Wiiliams -

“William, Rachael

Watf{cn, Robert, Heirs of
White, James Greenhill
Witter, Dianaand James
Wright, John - -
Wilfon, John - -

Atkinfon, George, pofleflion of

‘White, Patrick -
Wight, William
White, John - -
White, John - -
Mure, Samuel - '

William, Raby

¥

NAMES
of .
PROPERTIES.

Number of Slaves
on

the Property..

Perplexity

Vineyard - - -

Tophil - - -

Warminfter -
Mitcham -
Keyntham -
Witliamsfield
Harmony Hall

- - -

Southampton :
Ayre - - - -

Windfor - - -l

Derry - -

Whitehill and Barracks -
Roflin Caftle - -
White Flall - -
Williamsfield and Fuller
Luana - - -
Exeter - - -

Total - -

" 15,668

33
21

11
24
100
33
148
28
77
59
10
32
85
59
Iz2¢
20

of Negroes in the Parith of St. Elizabeth, this 17th December 1799.

William Pitter,

Clerk of the Veftry.
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JAMAICA.

DEATHS in the Years 1796, 1797,-and 1798; of which,

ToraL
Number of Deaths.

241

241

-pawsoduwr usaq pey Lagy 1aye
siva X 2244
ulqarm patp 3eyy suedLyy

‘31E9 X 9314] 2a0QE purp]
oy ut
u33q pey LYl SULdLYY

18

18

‘puep{ a2 ur usoq
$3[021)

223

223

‘g 3 *Legblt suwa g
ayp w sy

235

235

‘13qeZiy IS jo glEd
. ay ug
sansadosg Jualayip ayi uvo mou
saae(g Jo JaquaN

17,183

17,183

(Signed)  Balcarres.

{Copy.)

W= Pitter,

Clerk Veftry.
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G. 36 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

| (12.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800,
{Copy.) _
JAMAICA—WESTMORELAND.

Parifh of Wcﬁmoreland,} P An ACCOUNT of NEGROES on the following
- Jamaica. " Plantations and other Settlements in the faid Pariih; the
' Number of Births and Deaths (on an Average of the laft
Three Years) diftinguithing what Proportion of thofe that
died were born within faid 1flind, or have been imported more
“than Three Years before, and what Number of thofe that
died had been imported within Three Years of the time of
their Death, compefed from the Documents given inat a .
Veftry convened for that purpele the 1 5th Day of November
1799, and on fubfequent Days.

- o
NAMES H o < L £
= = 2 . = g g 2
of the 2 &% g% E . 2 > [g8¢
PLANTATIONS, g R (3522 &2 252 |BE3s
e | E3: |€p3r| (3 | 3E% |3ciE
or the Z 5;3_ EB;E :Ed.‘ 38 a__s_zm
O e =
PROPRIETORS of SLAVES. e 8 “ e © 5| *®
Shrewfbury - « « - - - 210 8 14 9 5 —
Strathmore - - - - = - 53 I 8 2 6 —
Darlifton - - - - - - 88 2 5 1 4 —_
Carawirna - « « - = = 246 44 20 20 — —_
Nenpariel - - - - -1 167 1 22 22 — —
Orange Hill- - - - - - 89 8 3 — 3 —_
Blacknefs - - = - - I 293 18 22 7 18 —
Lincoln - - - - - - - 1C6 5 26 10 16 —
OldHepe - - - - - - 200 3 12 6 6 —_
Fort Willam - « = = -{ 17§ 18 19 13 3 —_—
Mount Tirch = - - - - 201 9. 21 5 16 -—
Wliamsfield - - - - - 164 10 6 2 4 —
William Dunbar - = *- - 33 2 3 ] 2 —
Frome - - - - - - - 155 12 - 10 7 3 —_—
Springfield - - - - - - 333 24 15 8 7 —
Willi:m Wilfon =« - - - 13 2 —_ — —_ —
Glaftow = = - = = - - 180 8 17 —_ —_ _—
Petherton - - - - - 106 12 9 4 § —_
Sweet River - - - =~ - 75 1! 1! 11 — —_
Patrick Midler « - - - - 76 12 £ —_ 1 —
Cornwall - - - - - - 309 13 49 23 22 4
Friendfhip and Greenwich- -} 342 50 53 19 11 3
Delve = = - - . - -1 246 13- 9 9 —_ -
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NAMES 3 o £ 2 "
H < 3 2 o | .8 g s 5
of the @ g —g Tl e L. & = |3 ﬁ g
- S etd (A4 | 2% | 2FE |BeiE
PLANTATIONS, 3 iR {ggcsl| &S £ EE SETE
g 22: |FgEq| 33 | g&% [30LR
or the Z ”ii —EBE 5 & £~ 3 B:‘E:'E_‘
- « . R = - : -
" PROPRIETORS of SLAVES. | & g 2 g c & s
Dean’s Valley Water Work - 214 10 16 16 -— —
Dean’s Valley Dry Works  -{ 208 12 25 15 10 —_—
Petersfield - - .- - - -1 235 14 23 23 — -
Homer Blair - - - - - 45 5 3 3 — —
John Cunningham - - - 90 12 8 7 - - 1
Ridgland - - - - - - 152 17 23 23 — —
Geneva = = - - - - - 110 4 16 I 15 —
John Falconer - - - - - 8o 3 6 2 4 —
William Galbraith - - - - 24 t 1 . - - - f
Mefopotamia - - - - - 370 30 34 14 20 —_—
Maremure -« - - - - - 182 4 12 2 7 3
King’s Valley - - - - 284 28 42 23 19 _—
Shapton- - - - - - -l 114 10 4 1 3 —
Roaring Kiver - - - - - 180 6 14 . 14 — —
Achendown- - - - - - 130 16 13 13 —_ —
Bog - - = =« - = - - 226 20 19 19 —_ —
Retrieve- - - - - - - 144 12 4 4 — —
Orange Grove - - - - - 131 9 10 10 —_ —
- Maylersfield - - - - -] 442 45 a1 12 9 —_
Old Shapton = - - - 94 12 7 3 4 —
Cherry Hil - - - - - - 45 4 4 1 3 —
Sherburne - - - - - - 46 8 6 5 1 —_—
Farm -~ - - - - - - 53 2 6 2 4 —
Canaan - - - - - - - 159 - - 12 [ 7 —
ArgylePen- - - - - - 16 - - 2 - - b -—
George’s Plain- - - - -| 250 12 14 4 10 —
MairHall - - - - - - 31 1 1 - - 1 —_—
Hon"* George Murray - - 26 4 I - - 1 —
James Browne - - - - - 13 2 1 - - ! —
Cambleton = - - - - - " 79 9 1t 8 3 —_—
Haddo - - - - - - -| 251 32 29 1§ 18 —
Alex* Rofe - - - - - - 38 4 8 - - 8 —
James Brodie Rofe - - - 28 1 3 - - - - 3
BelleIfle - - - - - -| 263 26 29 8 14 7
Peter'sVilla - - - - - 125 77 7 3 4 —
Grand Vale - - - "= - - 211 13 21 15 6 -
Paradife- - - - - - - 164 5 20 2 15 3
Mint- - - - - - - -I 360 32 56 36 20 —
Spring Garden - - - - -| 38 21 36 19 8 9
Retreat - - - - - - -1 309 24 19 12 7 —_
Mount Edgecumbe - - - 203 6 26 6 20 —_
Jerufalem - - - - - 273 3 50 29 21 —_—
Mount Eagle - - - - 177 10 22 10 12 —_—

235
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G, 38  SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.
NAMES § . N N
= < ol = 9% 2 g v &
) 0 c | < r. E . -] 2] YO =
o S| eiy|s828| 37 |gp |3hi
PLANTATIONS, 2 Sfo lgser| 2 258 (29 %
B g8~ |mcED| B ga (§6< &
-or the Z -‘ié 'E’ﬁ £= .—E-*.:‘:: u.._ﬂE’G"E
- 3 2 2% s o2 |°F C
PROPRIETORS of SLAVES. | 3 S . N °© g
“Three MileRiver - - - -| =277 | 14 C 34 3 [+ 5
Glenlflay - - - - - - 208 ; 20 ) 4 17 —_
Grange - - - - - - -| 189 | 14 28 .| 14 .8 6
William’s Moreland - - -| 167 12 16 9 4 3
! Jones’s Moreland - - - - 171 3 23 6 17 —_—
Forreft Eftate - - -~ - -} 217 23 | 29 20 9 —
Black Heath- - - - - -| 144 10 Co12 4 5 3
Providence - - - - - - 141° 12 13 .2 7 © 4
BlueCaftle - - - - - -1 317 29 27 6 21 —
Lenox and Hopetown - - -1 301 23 28 14 12 2
Drummond Lodge - - - - 89 4 8 2 6 —
Newhope - - - - - - 247 21 30 30 -_— —
Albany - - - - - - - 76 4 12 12 —_— —_—

——

Thomes Bafker,

Clerk to the Veftry Parith of Weftmoreland in ]amaica,.

26th November 17g9.

The Documents from which the above is compofed are ready to be produced, if required.
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(13-) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800,

JAMAICA.
Naval Officer’s Return,

An ACCOUNT of NEGROES imported and exported, from the 1t Day
of January 1789 to the 31ft Day of December 1798 ; viz.

Year. | Imports. Exports, . Surplus.
1789 10,129 2,193 | - 7,936
90 13,466 2,163 11,303
91 14,397 2,559 11,838
92 14,761 2,663 12,098
93 23,018 © L9ts | 21,102
94 14,590 3,04t | 1,549
9§ 12,291 4,649 7,642
96 7,970 727 5,243
97 10,827 2,813 8,c14
98 1,488 710 95778
131,937 | 25433 | 1¢6,504

Naval Office, Kingfton, ]améica, David Innes,
14th November 179g. , Naval Officer,

(14-) InEarl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.
JAMAIC A.—ST. CATHERINE.

An ACCOUNT of the Number-of NEGROES taxed in the Parifh of
St. CATHERINE, for the Years 17¢6, 1797, 1793, and to 2d May 1799, as taken

from the refpe@ive Poll Tax Rolls.

Year. | Number taxed‘. » Decreafe. 3 Increafe.

1796 pug | — —

1797 6,500 613 | —

1798 6,756 | - - 256

1799 6,880 - - 124
(A true Copy.)

- R. Huggins, :
Clerk of the Veftry of 8t Catherine,

237
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SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

— = —— .

(15.) In Earl of Balcarres’s, of 22d March 180o0.

JAMAICA—SAINT DOROTHY.

JAMAICA, }
Saint DoroTHY. -

A'RETURN of all the NEGROES in this Parith ; the

Number of Births and Deaths; diftinguithing what
Proportion of thofe that died were born in the faid

Parith, or had been imported more than Three Years;

and what Number of thofe that died had been imported

within Three Years of the time of their Deaths: agree-

able to a Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of Great

Britain,

’ : Deaths
Total N° of Deaths, R
NAMES Slaveson an| 1ol lof wrichNe of which N¢

of Average | Number of | were born | . were

of the laft within 'mpo rsed

OWNERS of SLAVES, Deaths, within

ThreeYeurs, ThreeYears,
: ThreeYears,

Altamount, Farl of - - - -l 203 15 LK —
Alexander, William - - - - - 38 —_ - —
Bravo, Mofes - - - - - - - - 2 — —_ -—
Bevan, Richard - - - - - « - 19 — — —
Bayley, Robert Souper - - - - - 143 —_ -— -
Beckford, Wiliam - - - - - - 170 2 1 I
Bernel, Jacob Ifrael - - - - - .| 204 3 2 1
Brown, George Hatton - - - - - 128 — - -
Barton, James Collins- - - - - - 93 —_ —_ —
- Barton, Jeremiah Bonner - - - - - 23 —_ —_ -
Brown, Mary - - - - « - . - 7 — —— -_
Brailsford, William - - - « .+ - 264 5 2 3
Bonner, Charlotte - - - - - - - 7 - - —
Brown, Thomas - - . - - . - 10 —_ — —
Butler, Robert - - - - - - - - 7 — — i
Clarke, George- - - - - - - = 78 2 I 1
Craddock, Ballard - - - - - - - 10 —_ -— -
Craddock, Jane - - - - - - - . 3 —_ —_ —_
Cummings, William - - - - -'. 20 2 - - 2
Deffell, John - - . - - - -l 24 3 2
Dayies, Aon - - - e - e - 16 | — —_



JAMAICA

NAMES
of

OWNERS of SLAVES,

Total Ne of
Slaves on an
Average
of the laft
TnreeYears.

Dennie, Elizabeth - - -

Foulks, Theodore - - -
Fuller, Henry Auguftus -

Gardner, Do&or David
Gray, Rachel - - - -

Halfted, Mathew - - -
Hepburn, William -
Hay, Charles - - - -
Holcombe, Francis - -
Hiflop, Margaret - -
Hyhams, Charles - -
Henriquez, David -~ - -

Jackfon, William, jun.
Knowles, George - - -
Kenaird, Mary - - -
King, James - - -
Keith, John - - -
Leflie, John - - - -
Lum{den, James - - -
Lafcells, Lord Harewood
Long, Robert Edward -

Muldrup, Chiiftian - -
Milward, Thomas - -

M* Leod, John- - - -

Jackfon, William, fen. -
Myten, Thomas John =
" M¢ Donald, Duncan - -
. Machifon, Roderick - -
Mitchell, William - - -

Newell, George - - -
Newell, Jofeph - - -
Newell, Humphry - - -
Newland, John - - -

Ogborn, J. W.
Ogilvy, Robert - - -
O’Meally, John - - -

Price, John - - . .
Pearfon, William - - -
‘Queft, John - - . -
Richards, George - - -

Rogers, Anna Maria -
Smith, Noel Thomas -

119,

84
350
106

10
10

55

94
20

577

33

e
18

40
12
20

4 1 G .
: Deaths Deathy
Total  |of which Ne of which N*
Number of | were b.om imvl:‘c’::"d
Deaths, within within
ThreeYecars. ThreeYears,
3 3 -
3 ! T
2 1 !
. 2 —
2 1 !
2 2 _
-, Sp— s - -
1 - !
16 5 3
2 I !
10 4 6
4 ! 3
1 2 T
— — l
2 1 -
continued,
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SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

Clerk of Veftry.

42 G.
— e ——
. Deaths
Total N° of Deaths .
. NAMES Slaveson an|  Tol  fof which Ne of which N¥
‘ of Average | Numberof | were born | . were
of the laft <thi imported
OWNERS of SLAVES. Deaths, | ™"™ | pore than
, , ThreeYears. ThreeYears.
< ThreeYears,
Shaw, John - - - - - - - - 53 — — —
Tulloh, Samuel - - - - - - - 50 —_ —_ —
Tulloh, John - - - - =« - -.- 9 —— — —
‘Thompfon, William - - - - - - 82 2 1 I
Vaughan, Thomas - - - - - 7 — —_ —_—
Vaughan, Jefish - - - - - - - 10 — —_ -
Wilfiams, Rachell- - - - - - - 2 - —_ -
Young, Jane - - - - -. - - - 4 — — —
Conry, Thomas - - - - - -l 20 — — —
Sanders, Michael Dicker - - - - - 2§ —_ - —
4,850 87 48 30
(Signed) o Buef,
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(16 ) In Earl of Balcarres’ s, of 22d March 1800,
An ACCOUNT of the Number of SLAVES on the follow-

ing Plantations in the Parifh of Trelawney on the 1ft Day of -

October 1799, together with an Account of the Births that have
happened on the faid Plantations fince the 1ft Day October 17965
diftinguithing amongft the Deaths thofe that were born in the
1fland, or have been imported.

I ° P |
g e |32 &
g ¢|3%s|58a]8 8§
' O R|ESR| B2 Erc
PROPRIETORS’® NAMES: | seg 885 ;_»(“8 | 858 |
g 9 ~«0 | €0 | Sa%
[~ < ] Q L] S
| @ - 3 - £ E ~ 7} M
T8 e |57
§ A N “
13 ’
Atherton, W* - - - - Green Park]- 69 21 12 §39
Arthur, Peter = = = = = -« « < - - | - « | = -} o
Brady, Jimes - - - Florence Hall 12 1 3 | 164
Bagrave, John - - - - Pembrokc 2§ 10 7 328
Brown, David - - Brown’s Mount 2 2 2 | - 19
Biff-tt, George ~ - - - Bufhline 16 7 13 202
Same same - - - - Hampfhire 36 2§ 29 407’
Same Same- - = Mahogany Hall 22 8 6 246’
Bell, Robert = = = = Woodftock 7 3 - 76
Barner, Hugh - - - - Beddifordf - 21 10 10 311
Same Save <« - - - Hopewelli 23 3 9 267
- Biown, Jonathan - - - - - - - 1 1 - - 13
Ballantine and Shaw - - - Lottery 10 1 ‘4 146
Barnett, William « - - - Acadiaj 11 10 6 343
Bacchus, John - - - - - James}| 1 | - - 1 14
Blake, James = « - - - » - - 1 I 1 20
Barrett, Edward - - - - Oxford 26 5 13 333
Sime Same - - - = Cambridge 39 9 14 391
Clarke, Edward - - - - - Hyde 22 8 16 327
Chriftie, John,and C* - - - - -l 1 1 - - 44
Cunningham, John - - Roflin Caftle} 27 3 7 180
Cunliffe, Henry - =~ - Marywood| 18 12 12’ 240
Clarke, Andrew - - - - - - -| 4 2 - - 35
Campbell, John - - - - Spotfield} 13 10 s 150
Clarke, Simon - - - - Long Pondj 17 12 -6 21§
Clarke, George - - - = - Hyde 24 24 26 267
Craig, David F. - - « Craig Hall} 3 - - 3 47
Edenhead, Robert- - - < - =« - 2 1 - - 19
Dunnand Kennion =~ - - Chefterf| . 27 7 8 243
 Edwards, Bryan - - ~ - B Caltle} ~ 17 5 5 16§
Same Same - = - - =~ B.Bryan|f a1 9 5 300
. Edga, Alex* « - = - «' - =« -f [ 1 4 114
continued.
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G. 44 SLAVE TRADE—-WEST INDIES.
2 e |52 |2
= lse.{8%9 .18 &
3] A€ O}~ & D - o
6 RK|ESR)lgT e
« |6 s~ |87l 2%
PROPRIETORS’ NAMES. ~2g|,84 (804 |2 &g
. . g O |2 &0 = C e«
E el mrzlgoEl s =
& = le Z
K
Fleming, Edward - - - Shaw Hill 4 . 3 3t
Fowler, James - - - - - Grange 8 6 7 123
Same Same - - - - Friendfhip 9 7 7 147
Fofs, Matthew - - - Mark Cave 21 7 10 246
. Furgufion, James - - Liberty Hall 5 4 13 99
Frunklyn, Pcter - -  Wefton Favel 47 24 12 343
Forcthaw, James - - - Nantucker) - - - - 1 24
Gale, E.G.M. - - - - - Yok 48 42 - - 447
Same Same - - - - Gates Valley 12 2 200
Gordon, Charles - - - - Georgia 28 13 11 260
Gallimore, Olive - - - Picdmount 8 7 4 97
Giles and Egglefton - - - - - - .4 - - 2 .23
Gordon, Charles - - - - - Biaco 28 19 25 373
Gallimore, Jarvis - - - Greenfield 13 3 11 166
Gayner, John - - - - - Ramble 1 - - - = 31
Gallimore, John - - Orange Grove 7 - - 7 199
Gardner, Andrew - - - DuanVale 13 2 15 293
Gillefpic, Urquhart - - Greenficld 11 5 5 81
Gardner, James - - - - - - - 2 - - 4 2%
Galloway, James - - - - - - - 1 - - - 9
Hine, Wa- - - - - - Profpett 5 1 3 70
Holmes, Robert = - - - - - - 1 - - - - 32
Hanflow, Robert - = - = - - - 2 i 1 ‘14
Hodges, Johnand R. - - Maxfield 16 Vi 8 227
Hunter, Robert and William - - -}l - - I 1 14
Ingram, Robert - °- . Harmony Hall 4 I 4 130
James, William - - - R. Southfield 2 3 6. 176
Jarcet, John - - - Golden Grovél . a7 7 16 359
Same Same- - - ~ SilverGrovell . 20 8 11 180
Same Same - - - - - - Kenrt| . 8 5 1 180
Jarrert, Herbeu N, - - - - - - 55 24 6 52§
Knowles, Edward - - - - Springll- 12 1 9 156
Kelly, JamesK. - - - - - - - 3 i - - 6
Lyon, James - - - - Barnftaple 20 7 9 - 269
Muflfenden, W2 A, - - - - - . 3 ) N S 32
Morris, Samuel - - Good Intent P - - - - 28
Morris, Philip - - - - - Cottage 1] - = - - 21
Marlow, Benjamin = - - - - - - 4 - - 1 2§
Minto, Robert - ~ - - Dry Valley 15 5 8 153
Same Samsz - - - Water Valleyf 30 "7 17 305
Mitchell, W= - - - George’s Valleylt 38 4 6 272
M« Ghie, Robert - - - Greenfide 25 15 - - 202
écntinued.
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ﬁ_—

2 e |¥e |Z
5 812841988 @
S SF|ZZBIESRERE
PROPRIETORS' NAMES. 2ag |85 88s |5k3
g 9 L O Z = O s 890
.,?, e,:. S =« o T = B )
- (‘)‘ g8 " ‘E g = -g ad

3 £ |82 |3

A B a
M‘Cleland James - - - e o - - - - 1 (2
M<Ghie, Robert, James, and ]onathan 61 18 - - 833
Mltchez] John - = & e - - 8 - - 6 79
Mitchell and Murray - - - 'Unity 11 5 9 213
MLachlan - - - Lachlan Referve 18 6 1§ 259
Mayler, Richard - - Black Garden 8 5 16 159
M<Guire, Peter H. - - - - - - I 1 7 29
Patterfon, Thomas - = Down Caftle 4 - - - - 43
Palmer, John and James - - - - 8 3 6 85
Patterfon, Archibald - - - = - - 5 1 3 39
Rofe,John - - - - - - = - 4 1 3 44
Reid, George - - - = Friendfhip 6 7 3 189
Same Same - - - = - B.H.l 17 3 4 196
Reid, John - - - - - Wakefield 14 12 7 184
Reid, Adrian = = « = = - = = 12 2 3 107
Robertfon, Robert = « « - - - 1 - = 2 9
‘Stoney, Thomas - - - Stonehenge 12 10 14 214
Simpfon, John - - - Bounty Hall 32 18 18 393
Same Same - - - - - Tilfton 23 12 11 217
Scarlet, James - « - Green Vale 6 5 13 29
Same Same - - « - - - Peru 34 7 21 262
Stogdon, John - - - - - Clifton 13 10 12 148
Shirley, Henry, Hon"* - Hyde Hall 34 10 19 397
Same Same - - - - Ellingdon 5 5 I4 282
Same Same -~ - - Cedar Spring 3 I 3 14§
Stewart, James, Hon®* - 24 8 7 302
Stotherr, James - - - - Dundee 15 7 5 222
Smith, Benoni - - - - Claremont 8 6 7 111
Shawe, Edward, and Co. - - - - 15 5 12 2738
Simms, John - - - - Holland 16 9 n 164
Steel, Thomas - - - - Steelfield 9 - - 5 162
Thompfon, Thomas - - M*Bueno 10 3 I 774
Same Same - - - - V. Royal 34 9 22 293
Same Same - - - - Lancafter 1o 2 17 196
Tharpe, John - - - - G.Hope| 37 13 6 455
~ Same Same - - - - - Potofi 24 9 9 295
Same Same - - - - - Covey 42 17 - - 415
Same Same - - - - Languinet 29 14 1§ 387
Same Same - - - - - Wales| 20 15 - - 354
Same Same - - - - = P.Pant 43 20 II 363
Same Same - - - - - W.Pen 13 2 1t 190
Same Same - . - - Top Hil 9 6 - 68
Tate, William - - Williamsfield 5 2 2 69

continucd.
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PROPRIETORS® NAMES. Seg |DEs | 284 |5 ES
§ O | 8420|220 | %52«
g e e |3is ™ s
@ B z
Tcafd.a]e,W" - = - - - .- 4 4 4 6o
Taylor, John - - - = - - - - 2 - - I 16
White, Elizabeth - - - - - - 20 3 It 183
Wedderburn, James, Heirs of - - - 8 1 22 151
Virgo, Rebecca = - -« « - - - 11 4 1 212
Wood, William - « - - - - - 3 - - 3 19
Wilton, Willam -« = « -« - - 12 4 6 115
Watfon, Johnand A. - - - - I - - 3 58
Wall, Johbn L. - - - - =« - - 6 3 5 73
1,861 765 | goy 23,290

A true Copy from the Givings-in.
Fames Blair,

Clerk Veftry, Trclawnev.

Amount of Negroes given in on 28th March x799, 6.076
as per the enclofed Lift + - - (2097

Amount given in as by the above Account - - 22,790
4,186

So that the Proprietors of 4,186 Negroes have neglefted to
give in.
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(17.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 18co.

JAMAICA.—St. Thomas's in the Vale, /.

NUMBER of NEGROES in the aforefaid-Parifh, with the Births and
Deaths for the lat Three Years, agreeable to the Addrefs of the Houfe
of Commons of Great-Britain, prefented to His Majefty the 11th of
July laft, taken at an extraordinary Veftry, November 2d 1799.

Deaths during the laft
3 g Three Years.

B % =
: z g -

[ = : =2 .

PERSONS NAMES, SETTLEMENTS. ° B < |59

g | € g £ |g§s

E £ 5 & JE=A
“ 3 z E |g3
-
3

Aikenhead, Heirs of - - -{Stirling Caftle - - - - 86 | — — —_— —_—
Avis, James  ~ - - = - Newcaltle - - - - - 18| — —_— — —
Bennet, W™ Powell - - -{Kentcomb - - - - - 95 | — — — —
D° - = - = =~ = @ = = « = o « - | 26| — —_ — —
Brammer, George - - = - Murmuring Brook - - -| 54 5 4| — —_
Brooks, William = = - -| « « « « - =« - - 376 | — — — —
Blackburn, John - - - -|Wallens = - - - - - 134} — —_ | - —
_ Blair, Charles = - - = <Profpet - - - - - -} 59} — — —_ —_—
Bolt, Sarah, dec® - - el e 2 e o e e e - 2 . — — -—
Bicknell, James - = -!Mount Mathews* - - -| 26| — — —_— —_
Bagnold, Thomas - - -‘Hartford - - = - - -| 34| — - —_— —
Benwell, John = - - = <] - - - = = - - - 15} — —_ | =} -
Brown, Kobert- - - = -BuzeyRidge - - - - 2| = —_— — - —
Bennett, Robert - - - -/Chaplain - - - - -l 42| — | — — -
Byfield, Mary - - = - =] - = '= - <« - = =f 2§/ — — — —
Ballantine, Dick & Co. - -iBalgare - - - - - - 64 | — —_ - —_
‘Caldwell, W - - - -'M! Pleafant - = - -] go| — — —_ _—
Curtis, Johanna - - - -;Morris Hall - - - - 11| — —_ —_— -
Curtis, Elizabeth = - « -] =« « - - - N VT - — —
Clarke, George = = = =) - = - - - = - =l 23} == — — —
Chorley, John =« - - - -|Burtons - - - - - -/ 5§} — —_ — -
‘Chandler & Davidfon: - «|Talloch - - - - - -f 331 29 18 13 —
Cullum, Themas = = = =] = = = o =« = = = 32| — —_— — J—
Clark, William - « « = = = « = = = = = 10| — —_ -— —
Carrington, Lord « = = «f - = = -« - - - -} 30} — —_ -— -
Clark, George Booth - - -|Gibraltar - - - - = 28 1 2| — —
Crouch, Wiiliam - - - <|Craigy Mount - - - - 6 ) = — — e
Dawkins, Henry - - - -iTredways = - = =~ -| 132 12 6 6| —
Davis, Anne - -« - - - e e e e m = = o= 29 —— —_ — —
Ellis, Robert Nedham - - Retirement « - - - g6 | — i - -
Edwards, Z. Baly = - - -{Dove Hall « - - - - 270 38 24 | — -

continued.
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—
. Deaths in Three Years,

8 A —
S t4
Z g £ 8
% = - <)
PERSONS NAMES. SETTLEMENTS. 5 = $ g 28
2 f |5 | & | %3
g = Z K ©'s
“ & £
N g 3§
. £
Eccles, Mrs, = = = - = = = = = = = = = 20} — _ — —
Edwards, Do&tor - ‘= - -TopHill - - - - - 45 31 4 —_ —
Fuller, John - - - - -Knollis - - - - - - 178 18] 10 | = | —
Fletcher, Widow = = - =f = = = = = = = = 15| = —_— — —
Frafer, James = = « - < = = = = = = = - 21} — —_ — —
Falconer & M¢ Leod - - -{Sky Mount - - - - - 13| = — — —
Gorden, John = - =« = < = - = - - - = - 24| — —_ — —_—
Garrigues, Jane - - - -] - = = = = - =~ - 28| — -_— — —
Grant, Sir Alexander - - -/Berwick « - - - - - 1580| — —_ — —
D° - - « =« - - -RioMagno - - - - - 163 == — —_— —_—
DP - - - - - - -Charlemount - - -l 56| — -— —_ —
Guy, John Hudfon - - | - - = = - = = -1 34| — — — —
Guteris, Judith & Co - -|Palm - - - - - - - 269 | — — — _—
Gaul, Sufanna, Heirsof - -] = = - = - = - -1 27| — —_ — —_—
Gibbs,Simon = = = - o= = - = - = - - 40| — —_ — —
Harewood, Lord - -~ - Wiliamsfield - - - -} 274 44| 14 13 I
Harvie, Elizabeth - - - -|Enfield - - - - <« -1 156 9 10| - —
Hounter, Laurence - - -{Luona - - - - - -] 110 —_ —_ — —
Henderfon, John - - - -/Bambury - - - - - -| 145} — — - —
Hunt, Richard, Rep of -|Mount Induftry - - - | 93| — — — —
Henriquez, Dav1d Heirs of' -|Dover Caftle - - - -| 199| — — — —_—
James, Robert - - = - -] & - - - - - - - 10| — —_— — —
Jones, Charles - - - -~ -|Pear Tree Grove - -. -| 116| 16 9 | —
Junor, Henry J. - - - -[Abbot’s Hall - - - - 6| — — — —
Englis, Frances Eftate - - Chariton - -~ - - - -| 148 — — —_— —
Iones, Hugh - - - - -iKendal - - - - . . 75 1 — —_ — —_—
Innes, Mrs.- - =« - = =l = = « = « = « -« 1§ — — — -~
Keater, Thomas - - « «f = - = = - - - - 22 | —— J— — —
Leé, Richard - - .- - ~RofeHall - - . <. .} 227 | — —_— — —
rd, Henry, Heirsof - -{Ivy - - - - - - 254 — | — — —_—
D - - - - - -{River Head - - - 153 11 It — _
Lyons, Frances - - - - - - - - - = - 10| =— —_— — —_—
Lobban, Jofeph - - - -|The Cottage - - - -|' 40| — —_— — —
Leath, Head Thomas - -| -~ = - = « - - . 61 — _— — —
Loggan, Thomas - - - « = = - - - - - . 27 | — — — —
Lindo, Jacob - .- - -|Williams Pennp = - - -] 31| — — — —_—
Morant, Mary*- - - - -|Crawle - - - - & -} 110|.— — —_ —_—
Marun, Richard = - = | = « -« - <« . - g | — — — —
Murphy, James,dec! =« - - - = < o o o o 14| — - —— —
Mitchell, W* - « - - -NewHall - - <« . .| 207 12 '5 5 -
M: Bean - - - - -|Wakefield « - « « | g0 — — — —
Marfhall, John, Heirs of I R I T — — —
Murfnall, Henry - = - ~Byndlofs -« - - - - - go| — — —_— —

continued,
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— —————
. Deaths in Three Years.
5| = £
z. ¢ B8
PERSONS NAMES. SETTLEMENTS. < i: ‘;E "'% 35 »
] ) ) g -
M- Kay, Hc&or - e = = - = = = = = = 70| = — — —_—
- - -« = -|Hampthire - - = - < 161| — — — —
Martm, Rlchard Palmer - =| - =« « = -~ = - < 30} — — _— —
Marfhall, George = - = =| = = = = = = = - 21 | —— —_— — —_
M Donald, Archlbald e o @ e @ - a ® « = 0| — — — —
Muir, and M¢ Arthur - -|Cool Shade - = - - - 22 | — — —_ -
Me Leod, Alexander - - -|Raza Mount - - - -1 163 6 84| — —
Montignac, Col. - - = -|GingerHall = - < - -1 971 — — — —
Marthall, George - - - -|Golden Grove - - - - 64| — — — —_—
Montgomerie, John - - -[Cragie’ - - - - -l 23] — — — —_—
Naylor, John - - - - =|Shenton - - - - - - 16g 9 12 10| —
Nedham, William - - - -|Mount Olive - - -| 247 15 30| — —
Omeally, John - - - -[Newport- - - - - - 73| — —_ — —
Parker, William - =« - -] == = = - - - - 14| — — — —
‘Palmer, Henry =~ = - -| - - =« <« = = = - 60| — — — —_—
Price, John - - - - -iMickleton - - - - - 34| — —_— —_ —
Powell, Elizabeth - - - -} - - = - - - - 10)] == — — —
Page, Robert Salop = - [ = = = "= - - -1 30| — — — —
Redwood, Phi]ip e = - -|Palmeto Valley & Philliplburg | 303 5 3| — -—
D - - - - -|Seven MileWalk - - -] 30| — —_ —
Reid, George A(hley - = -|Pleafant Farm - - - - 30 — — —_
Reid, Adrian = = = =« - -« -« - = « - =~ - 3ol - — — —_—
Rutherton, John -~ - -{Sue River - - - =~ -] 124 4 71- - 2
Roach, Thomas Simon - -|Meufe - - - - - - 41| — — — -_—
Roberts, John,dect - - | « - - = - - = - 9| — — — -
Reynals, John Vefy - - -|Glengoff- - - - - - 55| — — — .
Rofs, George - = - - -|Whiwe Plains' - - - - 82 | —_— — _
Rofs, Francis = - - - -{Buckfield - - - - 24| =— — —_— —
Rofs, Robert - - - - -|Bybrook - - = - - <] 290| — — — .
Rofe, Robert, Rep* of - -} - - - - - - = I 31| — —_ - | _
Smith, Alexander - - - -|Mount Recovery - = =| 23} -= | =— — —
Smith, William - - - -{Fair Profpeét - - - - 19 4 2 | By Accidents.
Smith, Samuel - - - -{Sandy Gult = - - '- -} 170 15| 22| None imported
Smith, Robinfon, Heirs of -IContent = - - - - - 10| — — — .
Smnh John, dene - - - -|Bunker’s Hll - - - -} 73| — - - -
Stanbury, John Harpurs, Heirs of |Jericho - - - - = - 77 I I Iy -
Stanbury, M™ = -« « - -] - - - - - = - - 17 I 1| — —
Speight, John - - - - <Rock Hall - - - - -} 35| — —_— = —_
© Speight, Mary = = = a -} - = - - - - 1§ | — —_ — —_—
Sommers, John - - - .|Glofter Halt- - - - - 30| — -} - —
Stevens; James Flutter - -|Hacker’s Hall - - - - 148 | — —_ e —_
Thomas, George Alprefs - -| - - - = - = = - 28 | o —_ —
Townfend, John - - - -Llangbby - - - = -} 3¢ — — — N—
‘ continded
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. . 2 s 58
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PERSONS NAMES: SETTLEMENTS. o B 3 ° ,z:' _.=
g £ 4 E |3
E D
Vidal, John James - «|Borkfhire Hall' =" =" = -l 173 | 15§ 19| — —_—
We]cb, Richard, Heirs of -lHyde- - - -« - -| 168 3 20 —
Welch, Richard - - - =«|Uill Side-.. = - - - -} 103 7 x 11 —
undy,Gw:q- - = = =|Golden River - - - - 24| — — — —
Wllkmfonqucob- - - -HogHole -~ - - + | 195} 13 13 7. -
Whitz, Joha Crawley = = <} - - = -, - - + = 9| — — -— —
9,879 | 391| 263| 77 3

The forezoing is an Account of the Slaves in the Parifh of Saint Thomas in '

‘the Vale, with the Increafe and Decreafe for the laft Three Years, as far as can be
procured many People having dcclmcd to give in the Account of the Increafe
and Decreale of their Slaves.

wn Smith, C. V. of Geo. Brammer,
S. M.

For St Thomas in the Vale.

" S: Thomas in the Vale.

Nov' x4th, 1799,
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{18.) In Earlof Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.

AMAICA.
] ST. MaRryY. }ﬂ:

RETURN of NEGROES belonging to Sundries in the Parith
and Ifland aforefaid, with the Total Number of Births and Deaths (on
an-Average of the lut Three Years); diftinguithing what Proportion
of thofe that died were born in faid Ifland, or had been-imported up-
wards of Three Years, and the Number of them who died that had
been imported within Three Years of their Death, '

. a2 |.% | o
& (2. {24
: T IFT ik
~ 32 2E€¢RiElRg
$T. MARY’s E ces|lse>|stl
) E u ¢ |8 2olso8ls38
“ ¢ & s ®lgss|fzs .§-§>-
g £ g g s |25 . |EEF1E
B & < A < 25;: Z 5 ZE
the Years 1796
Fo1r797,&r 179789 ’} 24,448 1,886 6287 1 1,944| 648 | 918 | go8 | 118

¢rg.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 180.

JAMAICA. T
St. Mary., {

RETURN of NEGROZLES belonging to Sundries in the Parifh
and Ifland aforefaid, with the Total Number of Births (on an Average
of the lat Three Years) ; diftinguithing what Proportion: of thofe
that died were borm in the faid Iiland, or had been imported upwards
of Three Years, and th= Number of them who dizd that had been
impcried within Three Years cf their Death.

' - e : [}
& Z » © w ¥
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- ~ _.; v 1D B E1E .
< ] o S 2
” » 2 = CElameI o
ST. MARY’s g EIFEAEE Y
| ' = AR N IR R b A
- 2 = -] E = o
o = b & by g 2 e m‘- S5
3 = ” X 3 & Z = AN
B <) < o < zs |TE )
FortheYears1795,} \
. Uya 29 L 144 =2 324 4(9 A54 59
1797, & ‘798‘ ); 2,224 943 34, 97 . ‘
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G. 2 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

Jamaica.

No. 8.—Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Balcarres
to his Grace the Duke of Portland, dated 23d
March 1800,

(One Enclofure.)
(Copy.) Jamaica, 2 3d March 1800,

My Lord, ,

IN ot{edience to your Grace’s commands, I laid the fuggeftion, dated 21t April,
and inclofed in- your fecret letter of the 23d April the fame Year, at a very
early. moment after its receipt before feveral of the principal Proprietors in this
“Hland, who then undertook to anfwer them. ' )

Nearly twelve months having been elapfed without my procuring the promifed
reply, I thought it expedient to lay thofe fuggeftions before the Legiflature of
this Colony ; but I am forry to report that the Houfe of Affembly pofitively declined
giving any anfwer. L ) .

In this fituation it only remained for me to call on the Council, in their capacity as

-Counfellors, to-draw up a reply to thofe fuggeftions, which I have now the honor

to inclofe.
1 have the honour to be, &c.
A (figned) Balcarres.
To the Duke of Portland, .
&c. &c. &c.

- In Lord Balcarres’s of the 23d May, 18c0.

COUNCIL

: 23d March 1800.
THEF. Committee- of the Council to whom your Honour referred certain queries
and fuggeftions, tranfmitted by his Grace the Duke of Portland, dated Whitehall,
April 21t 1768, relative to the increafe of Negroes in this Ifland, and the improve-
ment of their ftate, have taken the fame into their confideration, and are of opinion:

“That the Legiflature of this Ifland have for many years paft uniformly manifefted
the moft fincere and earneft intentions to improve the condition of the Slaves, to the
utmoft degree that their eftate is capable of, and thart is confiftent with the fafety and

~ welfare of the White Inhabitants.  With this view was pafied the confoiidated Slave

A& in the year 17g1, wherein many effential conceflions and provifions are made in
their favour, and for their benefit, far beyond what the policy of former laws had
deemed expedient, which will clearly appear from a reference to the faid A&, and a

. comparifon thereof with the earlier A&s of this 1lland, regulating the management of

the Slaves. :

From this difpofition fo well evidenced, the Committee entertain the fulleft con-
fidence, that if the Legiflature in their wifdom, may hereafter perceive it poffible
ftill to improve their condition, that they will cheerfully adopt all meafures for that
purpofe that can be reconciled to the principles of fafety and found policy.

With regard to the caufes which are fuppofed to have retarded the increafe of
Slaves, the Committee are inclined to think they are to be found principally in the
ignorance -of, and want of skill in the midwives, and to the prejudices and immo-
rality of the Negro mothers in common. But as much more particular care and
attention are paid of late years, by the feveral Proprietors to the Negro women in

childbed, than was the cuftom formerly, they think the evil may reafonably be
expected to be growing lefs, :

In anfwer to the fecond Query, the Committee find by an official return made to
the Council by the Naval Officer of this 1fland, that there have been one hundred

thirty
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thirty-one thoufand nine hundred and thirty-feven Negroes imported in the courfe of
the laft ten years, and that twenty-five thoufand four hundred and thiity-three Slaves
have been re-exported during that period; and it appears alfo to the Committee,
. from the returns which have been already made by the Clerks of the Peace, that for
fourtcen parithes, the number tranfported off the Ifland under judicial fentences,
duriny the laft ten years, is, taking them colletively, one hundred and eighty-five, and
" the number executed for crimes taken in the fame manner, and for the fame term, is
ninety-fix.  But as to the number of thofe pira‘ed or kidnapped, your Committee
have not been able to obtain any information, but they have reafon to think the
number muft be very inconfiderable.

- With refpe@ to the number executed and tranfported, the Committee think it
proper to obferve, that of thofe before mentioned, feventy-five were executed, and
fixcy one tranfported, for being parties concerned in the late rebellion of the Tre-
lJawney Maroons. _

. The Committee is not poflefied of documents, nor are they attainable by them,
whereby to afcertain what has been on a comparifon of births and deaths, the annual
difference between them ; nor can they alcertain what proportion of the numbers

imported has been wanted for the fupply of the eftates a&ually fettled, and what for
the annual increafe of culiivation, '

In regard to the third Query and fuggeflion, the Committee cannot advance any
opinion a5 to what might be the fentiments of the Legiflaiure of this Ifland, the
Aflebly not being fitting 3 but they are fully impreffed with a convi&ion that they
will be ever ready to promote any meafure-in their power which may be conducive
to the improvement of the Slaves, and of their condition, as they have already in-
timated in their anfwer to the firlt query.

The Committee however cannot avoid obferving, that they believe it to be a
general, if not univerfal cuftom, to exempt pregnant women from field or any other
hard labour, during a period of more than fix weeks, or even two months of their
pregnancy ; and from all labour except the care of their children, for the fame time
after their delivery. At the time of their delivery, and during the confequent con-
finement, not only the mother, but the new-born child as well as all other young

children fhe may have, receive the aid and affiftance of the Proprietors, or thofe
acting for them.

In refpect to the fourth and fifth Suggeftions, the Committee obferve, that they
are prevented from advancing any opinion on the important {ubjeéts therein con-
tained, for the fame reafons which reftrained them in the cafe of the third fuggeftions,
as they are matters referrable to the Legiflature at large.  But the Committee cannot
heip oblerving, as to the appointments of Infpeors or Vifitors to {uperintend and
enforce all regulations enaéted in favour of the Negroes, inftead of the prefent Courts

of protection, that fuch meafure is not expedient, and may be produftive of great
confufion and inconvenience,

On the fixth Query, the Committee have to ftate, that by a law of this Ifland,
paffed in the year of our Lord, 1797, intituled, “ An A& for the better eftablifh-
*“ ment of the Clergy of this Ifland, to oblige the Juftices and Veftries to build a
Church and a Parfonage-houfe in their refpective parifhes; ani for eftablithing a
fund or provifion for the fupport and maintenance of the Widows and Orphan
children of deceafed Clergvmen.”  An addition is made to the ftipend of all the
beneficed Clergy in this Hland, who are by the faid law dire@ed and required to allot
a portion of time, either before or afier the perform.nce of divine fervice, every
Sunday in their refpetive Churches to chriften fuch Negroes or otker Slaves as fhall
defire it, as well as to iaftrut all Slaves who thall attend for that purpofe, in the
precepts of the Chritian Reiigion. ! ’

This law evinces the defire of the Legiflature effeCtually to eftablith the Chriftian
Religion amongft the Negroes, and by imprefling their minds wach its principles and

119, - ‘ precepts,
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Jamaica, precepts, eflentially to improve all their habits and manners, thereby removing and

SLAVE TRADE~WEST INDIES.

wearing out their barbarous and heathenith perfuafions, many of which tend to the
prejudice of natural population, and are alike pernicious to themielves and their
O -ners. This is an event interefting and doubtle(s greatly to be withed for, but
which cannot probably be otherwile well produced than by flow degrees, and without
any ftriking appearances of innovation.

In anfwer to the feventh Query and fuggeftions, your Committee beg leave to
obferve, that the fame difficwty which occurred in advancing any opinion as to
what might be the fentiments of the Legiflature on the fubjett matter of the
third, fourth, and fifth queries, applics in a more peculiar manner td the prefent,
from the novelty and importance of the matter therein contained ; the Committee
however, have no hefitation in exprefiing it as their opinion, that the meajure of
attaching plantation Negroes to the {oi, in the nature of adlcripti gleba, would tend
effentially to their happincfs and welfare ; but with refpect to the remedy by fe~
queftration, they entertain great duubts how far fuch a mealure would from the
nature of Welt India property, be beneficial to the Debtor and Creditor.

(True Extract.)

M. Atkinfon,
Clerk Council,
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Ordered to be printed 8th Fune 1804.
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No. g.—Extrad of Arother; 19:h May 1798 - - - - - e e e e e == -

L IS T:
No. g.—Extral of Letter from Prefidt Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ; xgth July 1797 - - p. 3.
No. 2.—Lxtra& of Ancther; 14h Oftober 17973 With - » - - = <« o - - - « -

(Three Enclofures) : P 3.
(1.) Extra& from the Council Minates of (]nc Ifland of Antigua - - - - -% to
(z.) Report of Committee on Laws refpeiting Slaves - - - - - --- -1p. 8.
(3.) Extra@t from the Council Minates of St. Kitts - - - - o - - - -

No. 3.—Extrad of Let-er from the Duke of Portland to Prefidt Thomfon ; 1ft Jauary 1798 - p. 8.
No. 3.—Extra& of Letter from Prefidt Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ; 1gth February 1798 ibid. -
(One Enclofure) . , .
A& for the ProteQlion of Slaves - = « o o = « = = = = = - - - p.g.
No 5.—Extral of another; 15th March 1798 « = = = - = = - « = o = - - -
(Three Enclofures)
(1.) Extra& from Spcech of Prefid® Thomfon to the General Aflembly of the Lee-

wardIlflands = - =« = =« = @ o @ @ - < = @ o & - = Pt::.
(2.) Extra& from Addrefs of the General Council of the Leeward Iflands to Prefid* 12
Thomfom = = = = = = = = @ = = = < = = = = = - = -|P
(3.) Extra& from Addrefs of the General Aflembly of the Leeward Iflands to Prefid*
Thomfon = = = = = =.o = = = = = = = ® = « = = = -
No. 6.—Extr:& of Another; 17th April1798 - « - ¢ - = . 2 < 2 < « & - pI3.

No. 7.—Extract of Letter from’ the Duke of Portland to Prefid Thomfon ; 2d May 1798 - - ibid.
No. 8.—Dxtrac of Letter from Mr. Prefidt Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ; 4th May 1798
(Three Enclofurcs)
(3.) Speech of Prefid® Thomfon to the General Courcil and General Affembly p't:f‘
of St Kitts = = = = = = = = = o &« & Yiw o . o o - -
(2.) A& to provide for the Support, and Proteftion of Slaves, &e. - - -. - P18,
(3.) Yreceedings of the General Council of St. Kitts- = - = - - - - -
- - ibid.
No. 10—Extralt of Letter from the Duke of Portland to Prefit Thomfon; 26th May 1798 - ibid,
No. 11.—Extra& of Letter from Prefidt Thomf{on to the Duke of Portland 5 22d June 1798 - p. 82.
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No. 13 —Extra& of Letter from the Duke of Portiand to Mr. Prefid* Thomfon ; 16:h Auguft 1798 ibid.
No. 55.—Copy of Le:ter from John King, efq. to Mr. Prefid® Thomfon; 7th March 1799 - = p. 84.
No. 16.—Extra@ of Letter from the Duke of Portland to Prefident Thomfon; 1ft May 1799  ibid.
No. 17.—Extra& of Letter from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ; 26th O&ober 1799  ibid.
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{1.) Extra& of Addrefs of the Aflembly of Antigua to Prefidt Thomfon - - - 3
(2.) Exra& of Addref: to the Council and Aflembly of the 1fland of Antigua - P.to;.
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Wo. 1g.—Copy of Letter from Prefidt Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ; 26th March 1800 - -3
(‘Tweniy Enclotures)
(1.} Circalar Letter from Mr, Piefident Thomfon to the Prefidente of the feveral
Leeward Iflands - - - - « o o « = - - e e =

(2.) A& for obraining Lifts of the Negro and other Slaves in the Leeward
Iflands, &¢. = = « = = o o @ o = = = = « = = =
(3-) Number of tlaves in the Parith of Palmeto Point - - - - -

(4.) Dito - - - inthe Parifh of St. George Bafleterre, St. Kitts
(5-) Imports and Exports of Slaves, Port of Daffereire, St. Chriflopher’s
(6.) Importof Slaves at St. John in Antigra - - - - - - - -
(7.) Number of Slaves in the Parith of St. Mary Caven - - - - -

within the Virgin Iflands - « - - - - - =«
2!3 ) Il‘gijto in the Parifh of St. Chriflchurch, St. Chriflopher’s -
14.) Ditto - - inthe Parifh of St. John Capiferre, D°- - -
115.) Nunter cf S'aves at Montferrat - J— - ST x-
(16.) Impoits and Exports of slaves at Tortola - - - - =« « < =
(17.) Ditto - - - in the Parithes of St. John and St. Thomas, Nevis
(18.) Ditta - - - exported trom the Port cf St. John in Antigua - -
(19.) Ditto - - - Imporied and Lxported—=—Nevis - « - « - -
(20)) Dwto - - - in the Pirithes of 3t. Ann, Sandy Point, and St.
Cagpiflerre- = -~ & = « o - o &« = 2o 2 a0 o & o - =

(8) Ditto - - - inthe Parith of St. James, Nevis + = - - = p- 87.
{9.) Ditto - - - inthe Par thof $t. George, Nevis - = - - - to
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(11.) Ditio - - - inthe Parithof St. Paul, Nevis « - - - - -

(12.) Dito - - -

[ R T L T Y R T R}

!D"'vll_!llu.l".ll.n

»n
. E
—

-



255

T 31

H.

S ——

LEEWARD ISLANDS.

No. 1.—Extra& of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon
-to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chrilto-

pher’s, July 1gth 1797.

HE Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April, enclofed in St.
your-Grace’s Circular Letter, I have this day laid before the Council and Af- Chriflopher’s

fembly of this Iland, and recommending the objeéts contained in that Refolution to

their moft ferious confideration, and the adoption of fuch meafures as from their

Jocal knowledge they may deem moft conducive to promote the humane and bene-

ficent views of the Legiflature of our Parent State. 1 fhall alfo, without d¢lay,
tranfmit copies of the faid Refolution, with the like recommendation, to be fubmit-

ted to the Councils and Affemblies of the refpettive Iflands within this Governmeng, .
which I hope will not fail to have the defired effect; and [ beg leave to affure your

Grace, that [ fhall not fail to avail myfelf of every favourable inclination or difpofi-

-tion which I may perceive in the Planters and other Inhabitants of thefe Iflands, to
effeuare the purpofes of the Refolutions, and inform your Grace from time to

time of all their proceedings relative thereto. ' ' :

I fhall alfo, as foon as I can collet the neceffary information from the diffcrent
INands, acquaint your Grace, whether any meafures have been already taken by their
re{petive Legiflatures, tendirg to promote the purpofes exprefled by the Refolution
of the Houfe of Commons. :

No. 2.—Extra@t of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon,
to his Grace the Duke of t’ortland; dated St. Chrifto~ -
pher’s, Cctober 14th 1747,

1 BEG leave to inform your Grace, that I have litely reccived fome Refolutions
entered inio by the Council and Afcmbiy of the ifland of Antigua, in coafequence of
the Refolution of the Houfe of Comnions, of the 6th of April laft, and an Extradt of
vour Grace’s Letter cf the 6th of May, which I had laid before them, requefting
me to convene a General Council and Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, to take into
confideration the Refolution of the Haufe of Commons ; which Refolution they wifhi
me to tranfimit to your Grace, and which you will be pleafed to receive eaclofed,
No.orn.

The Council and Affembly of this Iland were alfo proceeding on the fame bufirefs,
and their Committec had-entered into feveral Refolutions, of which I fend your Grace
» _a copy, which will fhew the progrefs they had made when this appiication from the

o0 - - . . .
A Council and Affembly of Antigua arrived, in which thev have concurred, as your
o2

Grace will be pleafed to obferve by their Refolutions, which I zlfo enclofe.
Hitherto the utmoft readineds has appeared in every Ifland of this Government, to
- fet about the adoption of fuch wmeafures as feenicd to them beft calculated to carry
into ¢ffc& the Refolution of the Houle of Commons; and they now readily unite in
the application made by the Council and Afitiubly of Antigna, of forming a ?,mem'l[
: ounci
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Council and Aﬁ'cm‘bly_, to take the colletive fenfe of the whole Body, on matters fo

chride;her’s highly unportant in -their nature.

The calling together a General Council and Affembly for this purpofe, will be the
‘means of rendering all their meafures uniferm and confiftent, and will probably make
them mere wife and efficacious, than if they had been feparately formed by the refpec-
tive Legiflature of cach Hland. - - ' )

I fhall therefore acquiefce in the general wifh, and convoke a Meeting of the Ge-
neral Council and Affembly, with all the expedition which the forms neceffary to

e gone through far .that purpofe will admit of; which meafure, Thope, will meet with

your Crace’s approbation.

"(1.)—In Prefident Thomfon's of the 14th O&. 1797.

B Extra& from the Council Mirutes of the Ifland of Antigua.

Lopy. : :

ANTIGUA. Ata Meeting of his Honour the Prefident, and the following
Members of the Council, by Adjournment, at the Court
11oufe in the Town of St. John, on Thurfday the 2d
Day of Auguft 179¢7.

: : Prefent '
“The Honourable Edward Byam, Prefident,
" Thomas Jarvis.

Thomas N. Kerby,

James Nibbs,

Samuel Achill,

Rowland Burton, and

Samuel Watkins, Efgrs.

HIS Honour the Prefident informed the Board, That he had received a Letter from
his Honour the Commander in Chief, accompanied by an extra& of a Letter from
his Grace the Duke of Portland 1o his Henour, erclofing a copy of a Refolution of
the Houfe of Commons on the 6:h of April laft, all of which he begged to commu-
nicare to the two Houfes, in purfuance of his Honour the Commander in Chief’s

_direGtions, with a view ¢f availing himfclf of their affitance to give his Honour the

information he requefted; and the fame Faving been read at the Board, they were

fent down to the Gentlemen of the Affembly, with a mefluge from his Honour the
Pl'kﬁdtnt. '

" Circular. _
-c' - _ . St. Chriftopher’s, 20th July 1797.
Sir, ,

I'HAVE the honour to enclofe you an Extra of his Grace the Duke of Portland’s
circular Lerier of the 6th May laft, and likewife a Copy of a Refolution of the Houfe
of Corvmons, entered into on the 6th of laft Aptil, which you will pleafe to lay before

~th: two Houies of Legiflature of Antigua, and which I beg leave to secommend to
their mroft ferious conlideration, and the adopt:on of fuch meafures, as, from their
Jocal knowledge and cxperience, may be moft conducive to the intercft and welfure
of that Colony, and carrying the purpofcs of the faid Refolution into effe@, which
are the great objets his Mujefty’s Muniiters have in contemplation; and I beg you
will affure them, that in this falutary and bencficial defign, they may rely on my
fteady and conitant co-operation. ' : _

You will pleafe to inform me, whether any meafures have been already taken by
the Legiflature of Ancigua, which may tend to promote the purpofes expreffed by

-the Refolution of the t1oute of Comnmons, that 1 may tranfmit fuch informatioa to
his Grace, agreeabie to his cefive.
I have the honour to be, &c. -

His Honour Rob* Themfon.

Edward Byam, kfq.
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His Honour the Prefident in Council, to the Gentlemen of
the Affembly.
Gentlemen,

IN purfuance of the directions of his Honour the Commander in Chief; I now fend,
for the information of your Houfe, a Letter received from him, accompanied by an
extra of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland to his Honour, enclofing a
copy of a Refolution of the Houfe of Commons on the 6th of April laft, all which
have been communicated to His Majefty’s Council, with the view of availing myfelf
of the afiftance of the two Houfes, to give his Honour the information he requefted.

By command.
Council Chamber, (Signed) #. Matbews,
Auguft 3d 1797 Dep” Sec’.

ANTIGUA. Ata Meeting of his Honour the Prefident, and the follow-
' ing Members of the Council, by Adjournment, at the

Court Houfe in the Town of St. John, on Thurfday -

the 24th Day of Auguft 1797.

: Prefent
The Honourable Edward Byam, Prcfident,
Thomas Jarvis,
Thomas N. Kerby,
James Nibbs,
Samuel Athill,
Rowland Burton, and
Samuel Watkins, Efgrs.

The Gentlemen of the Affembly to his Honour the Prefident in Council,

THIS Houfe, having taken into confideration the circular Letter of the 6th of
April laft, from his Grace the Duke of Portland, thinks, that the matters contained
in that Letter are of fuch great importance to the welfare, if not the exiftence, of the
* ‘Weft India Sugar Colonies, that it will be proper to take, as far as may be poflible,

the fenfe of the different Iflands within this Government upon the fubject, by a
General Aflmbly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands ; ard if your Board agrees with
us:in opinion, we defire your concurrence, that his Honour the Prefident fhould be
requefted to apply to his Honour the Commander in Chief, to convene a General
.Council and Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, according to the laws
.already made for that purpofe.

(Signed) Fobn Burke, Speaker, pro tempore.

“His Honour the Prefident and Council to the Gentlemen of the Affembly,

‘Gentlemen, : .

THIS Board concurs in Opinion with your Houle, that the circular Letter of the
6th of April laft, from his Grace the Duke of Portland, is upon a fubje& of fuch
great importance to the welfare, if not the exiftence, of the Weft India Sugar Colonies,
that it will be-proper to take, as far as may be poffible, the fenfe of the different
Iflands within this Government upon it, by a General Council and Affenbly of the
Leeward Charibbee 1lands ; and his Honour the Prefident will tzke the earlieft
opportunity to requeft his Honour the Commander in Chief to convene a General

Council and Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, according to the laws of

the Leeward Tflands made for that Purpofe, and now in force.

And this Board is alfo of opinion, if your Honour concurs therein, that a Copy of
~ our joint Refolutions, as contained in the Meflages which bave pafitd this day, fhould
be tranfmitted by the Prefident to his Honour the Commander- in Chief, fignifving:

at the fame time the wifhes of the two Houfes, that his Honour would be pleafed to
119. . ' forward
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forward the fame to his Grace the Duke of Portland, in order to manifeft the inten-

Chriftopher’s yions of this Ifland, to give the fubje&t of his Letter the fulleft confideration as foon

as poffible.

By command.
Council Chamber, " (Signed) %™ Mathews,
Auguft 24th 1797. Dep” Sec”.

The Gentlemen of the Affembly to his Honour the Prefident and Council.

T'his Houfe readily concurs in opinion with your Board, that a Copy of our joint
Refolutions, upon the fubje& of his Grace the Duke of Portland’s Letter, fhould be
tranfimitred by the Prefident to his Honour the Commander in Chief, fignifying at
the fame time the wifhes of the two Houfes, that his Honour would be pleafed to
forward the fame to his Grace the Duke of Portland, in order to manifeft the in-
tentions of this 1{land, to give the fubjet the fulleft confideration as foon as poffible.

Fobn Burke,
Speaker, pro tempore.
- Antigua, Auguft 25th 1797. ‘
True Copies from the Council Minutes. : }
(Signed) %™ Matbews,
" Dep’ Secr

Copy.

(2.)—In Prefident Thomfon’s of the 14th O¢&. 1797.

Report of the ‘Committee appointed to examine all the
Laws refpeting the Government of Slaves by their
"Owners, and to examine into the Proceedings of the
Courts of Juftice where Perfons have been tried, and
punifhed, for Offences committed .againtt Slaves.

" THE Committee, in examining the Aé&s of the Ifland felating to the better go-
vernment of Slaves, find, that though the neceflity of the cafe made it effential at

- the firft fettlement of the-Colony to pafs feveral fevere laws in order to preferve

fubordination and gned order, yet few, if any inftances, have happened. where the
rigour of thofc Aéts have been enforted.  On this fubje& your Committee are of
opinion, that fuch A&s thould be as foon as poffible revifed, correted, and con-
folidated, as may appear expedient. '

Y our. Committee has obferved, that wherever the Legiflature found any grievances
exifting, contrary to the rights of humanity, they have always adopted remedies
againft their continuance. : »

In the former exercife of the rights of Ownerthip, three or four inftances only
having occurred of Mafters having maimed or mutilated their Slaves, the Legifla-
ture pafied an A& {A)), infliting the heavicft penalties on perfons guilty of fuch
offences, which has been found effectually to have remedied the evil.

The Legiflature have likewife fhewn a marked attention to the rights of the
Negroes, by paffing an A& for preventing white or free perfons from beating or
ili-treating them, or taking away from them any of their property. It was the
praitice -of fome of the -lower clafs of white perfons to beat and ill treat the

- Negroes, -and frequently to take from them any articles which they carried to town

for fale, upon the prefumption that, as the Slave could not produce fufficient tefti-
mony, it was impoffible that he could ob:ain any remedy. The Legiflature, there-.
fore, have authorized the Owner of the Slave, who has received any injury from any:
perfon wharfoever, to apply to a Magiftrate, who is authorized fully to examine the
perfon accufed, on oath, and to give ample remedy to the party injured, in cafe of

conviction, (B.) '
It does not appear to Your Confmittee, that any other laws are neceffary for the
purpofe of giving prote&ion to Slaves, againft any perfons who fhall commit a&s of
violence-
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violence or injuftice towards them, as they - find, on examination of the Court of

Records, that the Criminal Courts of Juftice have always taken cognizance of Chriftopher’s

barbarous treatment of Slaves, in the {fame manner as crimes of a fimilar nature
commirted againft white and free perfons.

Your Committee therefore obferve, with great fatisfaion, that the laws of the
Ifland have afforded ample proteition to Slaves; and, after a thorough inveftigation
of the general treatment of Slaves in this Ifland, we are of opinion that it is
humane.

.Your Committee, in the courfe of their enquiries, found it peceflary, for the
complete purpofe of giving comfore to the Slaves (without encroaching at the fame
time on the rights and power of their Mafters) to examine into their prefent fitu-
ation, in order to difcover if any meafures were proper to be adopted for their
amelioration. From this examination they are clearly of opinion, that fome con-
fiderations, which call very much for the interpofition of the Legiflature, ought par-
ticularly to engage their attention. ‘

Obferving, with regret, that the feverity of our laws, which make a Slave not
only liable for his Mafter’s debt, and immediately fubje to a cruel imprifonment,
but which drags him from his little fettlement, his houfe, his land, his family, and
relations, convicted of no crime whatever, but liable to fuffer all thefe misfortunes
becaufe his Mafter happens to be indebted : Your Committee thirks fome provifions
fhould be made againft Negroes being liable to be fo fold for their Mafter’s debts,
and that they fhould become attached to the foil, and confider themfelves as enjoy-
ing a fort of fee-fimple right therein.

Your Committee is further of opinion, that it would tend very much to the
intereft of their Matters, if the Legiflature would afcertain the quantity of food
and raiment that the Malters fhould be compelled to give their Slaves, as there are
reafons to believe fome Mafters do not afford them a proportionate quantity of either
for their neceflary fubfiftence. ' ,

Your Committee cannot help obferving on the impolicy of the meafure ufually
adopted by Matters of Slaves, who generally calculate only on the expences they
incur by feeding and clothing them, without adverting to the additional advantages
that muft accrue by adding as much as poffible to their comfort, and rendering their
minds eafy, happy, and contented. :

A Slave well fed and well clothed, will be able to perform double the fervice of
one indiffcrently fed or clothed ; added to this, that when a Negro feels fatisfied and
contented, it is reafonable to fuppofe that by working more cheerfully, he will per-
form a greater tafk thana Slave who goes repiningly and difcontentedly to his work,
hungry and naked, and who, while performing his tafk, has his mind conftantly
engaged on the means of providing food as foon as his labour is finithed.

Your Committee think, therefore, that if a fmall portion of land was yearly given
to the Slaves to plant fruit and vegetables, that it would add very much to their
comfort, befides the advantage that would be derived by the inhabitants, in having
~ a plentiful fupply of articles which are now found fo fcarce and dear.

Your Committee arc of opinion, that it would be advifable for the Legiflature
to adopt proper means for fecuring, to any perfons who fhall fcli any quantity of
food and raiment, as limited for the fuftenance of any Slaves in this Ifland, 2 prior
lien on any plantation or freehold to the amount of their demands, as the apprehenfion
of lofing their debts, by a preference of former liens, may prevent merchants from
affording fupplies effentially necefary to the maintenance and comfort of the Ne-
groes, and, confequently, may alfo diminifh the value of that very property, which
would be rendered more competent to the difcharge of all incumbrances by thofe
fupplies. .

Your Committee (while the Iflands are charged with improper conduct ta their
Slaves) cannot avoid reprefenting to the Houle, that, confidering the great cala-
mities they now labour under, thofe perfons are _ungenerous and illiberal who con-
ftantly accufe us of inhumanity, while, at the fame time, they deprive us of the

means of affording greater comfort to our Negroes, by continuing to burthen us
: : with
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with additional taxes, to increafe thofe already impofed, and to involve us in thofe

Chritiopher’s 305 ;lties which ought not to be fo feverely felt even in better times.

will» Wooa’ley, Chairman of

Committee of Council,

lfg\.fééttgo. zgx,ga%c 162, NegoEd. Yobn Tybm, Chairman of
' 0. 287, X5 P 199 F0- Committee of the Affembly.

Truly extra&ed from Council Mirutes
of St. Chriftepher’s, 9 O&. 1797,
(Signed) E. Moore,

Clerk of Council.

Copy.
o (3.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s of the 14th O¢. 1797.
Extra® from the Council Minutes of the Ifland of St. Chriftopher.
S7.CHRISTOPHER’s. At a Meeting of the Council and Affembly at the Court

Houfe in the Town of Bafleterre, on Thurfday the 5th
Day of Ottober 1797. :

IT was by both Houfes Refolved, That they concur in the Refolutions entered

“into by the Council and Aflembly of the ifland of Antigua, as mentioned in Mr.
‘Prefident Byam’s Letter, dated the 12th of September laft, to the Commander in

Chief; and therefore further Refolved, That his Honour be requefted to convene a

General Council and Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, agreeably to the General
. Laws of the faid Iflands made for that purpofe.

. A true Extra& from the Council Minutes.
(Signed) "~ E. Moore,
Clerk of Council.

No 3.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitehall,
1ft January 1798.

"'THEl Meafures you have taken for convening a General Council and Affembly

- of the Leeward Iflands, to take into confideration the Refolution of the Houfe of
- Commons of the 6th of April laft, feem to be highly proper, with a view to their

proceedings being conducted with uniformity and effect.

No. 4.—~Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chrif-
topher’s, 1gth February 1748. '

"IN my Difpatch to your Grace of the 14th Ollober (No. 4) I enclofed 2 Refolu-
tion of the Council and Affembly of the ifland of Antigua, containing a requeft that ¥

- would convene a Geneial Council and Aflembly of the Leeward iflands, to obtain the

collcctive fenfe of the whole, on the meafures neceffury to be taken. for carrying into
exccution hé Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April laft, which

- was meft readily concurred in by the Legiflatures of all the other Iflands. 1 delayed,

for forne time, iffuing the writs for the eleflion of members to compofe il Goneral
Affembly, in hopes that the negotiations at Lifle would kave been produétive of
peace, and iheir delibe.ations thereby rendered lefs liable to interruption ; but when
I found tharthe inordisate ambition of the prefent Government of France ta¢ put

- an end to that blifsful profpe, I then fent the writs to all the Iflands ; the elcctions

were
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were in confequence taken on the 1oth inftant, and the Meeting is to take place on
the 1ft of next month in this Ifland, whichI have feletted for that purpofe as the
moft centrical and convenient of the whole. '

Your Grace will be pleafed to receive 2n A&, which has been pafled in the ifland
of Antigua, intituled, © A& torepeal the fortieth and forty-firlk Claufes of an Act
« of this Ifland,” intituled, « An A& for attainting feveral Slaves now runaway from
« their Mafter’s fcrvice, and for the better government of Slaves; dated the ninth
« day of December, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and twenty-
« three; and to make perfons charged with, and found guilty of the murder of
¢ Slaves, liable and fubject to the fame pains and penalties as are inflicted for the
« murder of free perfons,” .

"~

In Prefident Thom{on's, of the 1gth February 1748.

ANTIGUA. An A& to repeal the fortieth and forty-firft Claufes of an
A& of this Ifland, intituled ¢ An A& for attainting
¢ feveral Slaves now run away from their Mafter’s fer-
« vice, and for the better government of Slaves;”
dated the ninth day of December, in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and tweaty-three;
and to make perfons charged with, and found guilty of
the murder of Slaves, liable and fubjet to the fame
pains and penalties as are inflicted for the murder of
free perfons.

WHEREAS by an A& of this Ifland, intituled “ An A& for attainting feveral
« Slaves now run away from their Mafter’s fervice, and for the better government
« of Slaves,” dated the ninth day of December, in the year of our Lord one
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-three, it is by the fortieth and forty-firft Claufes
thereof enaced and ordained as follows; that is to fay, © And whereas feveral cruel
« perfons, to gratify their own humours, againft the laws of God and Humanity,
« trequently kill, deftroy, or difmember their own and other perfons Slaves, and
« have hitherto gone unpunifhed, becaufe it is inconfiltent with the conftitution
¢« and government of this Iland, and would be too great a countenance and en-
“ couragement to Slaves to refit white perfons, to fet Slaves fo far upon an
% equality with the free inhabitants, as to try thofe that kill them for their lives ;
¢ nor is it known or pradited in any of the Charibbee Iflands, that any free per-
“ fon killing a Slave is triable for his life, but particular Jaws (of which we are
« pot provided) are made in feveral of them, for punifhing the aforefaid crimes,
« and are found very efeual in deterring perfons from fuch erimes; Bs it there-
« fore enacted and ordained, That if any free perfon or perfons whatloever, fhall
« wilfuily kill or caufe to be killed any Slave whatfoever, either belonging to him-
« feIf or another, in any fuch manner as is not excufable by the laws of Great
« Britain, or allowed by the laws of this Ifland, whether the fame be by exceflive
« punithment or otherwife, or fhall geld or difmember any fuch Slave, that then
« fuch perfon or perfons fhall and may be profecuted by prefentment, indictment, or

« information, before Juftices of the Peace in their Seffions, or Juftices of Oyer -

« and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, and upon convition of any fuch Killing, the
« offender or offendcrs fhall be fined each in any fum not under one hundred
% pounds nor exceeding three hundred pounds, lawiul money of this Ifland,
“ and be imprifoned till fuid fine be paid, and all due fees, and find fureties for
“ their good behaviour for one year ; and in cafe of gelding or difmembering, and
« conviction thereof, the offender ot offenders thall be fined each any fum not
“ under twenty pounds or above one hundred pouids, lawful money of this
« Ifland, and be imprifoned in the common gaol uil the fame be paid, and find
« fureties for their good behaviour for a year, fo as the profecution be commenced
“ in one year after the offence of kKilling, gelding, or maiming, committed, and not
« after, and fhail likewife pay double damages and cofts to the party grieved, to
“ be recovered by a@ion of trefpafs in any Ceurt of Record in this Ifland, the
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St.© <« moiety of which fines for killing, gelding, or difmembering a Slave, fhall be to the
Chriftopher’s «¢ yfe of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflors, to be paid into the public treafury
« of this Ifland; to be employed towards repairing the forts and fortifications of
¢¢ this Ifland, and the other half to the informer profecuting therefore.”
- And whereas, from the alteration of times and circumftances fince the pafling of
the above recited A&, it is become neceflary that the faid two Claufes thereof
- fhould be repealed, we therefore, Your Majefly’s moft dutiful, loyal, and obedient
fubjecs, the Commander in Chief of Your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands,
and the Council and Affembly of this Your Majefty’s Ifland Antigua,; humbly pray
your Moft Excellent Majefty, that it may be ena&ted and ordained, and be 1t, and
it is hereby enacted and ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid fortieth
and forty-firft Claufes of the ahove recited A&, fhall be and are hereby declared to
be repealed and made null and void, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever, as fully
and effeGtually as if the fame never had been made. A
And whereas, in obedience to the Divine Law, and from principles of juftice, hu-
manity, and policy, it is right that whofoever is guilty of the wilful murder, or of
wilful maiming or wounding a fellow creature, whether a free perfon or a Slave,
in any fuch manner as is not excufable by the common or ftatute law of England,
_ fhould fuffer the pains. and penalties of death, or fuch other punifhment as by the faid
laws fuch Perfons are made liable to fuffer for the faid crimes; Be it therefore -
enaéted and ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That from and after the publica-
tion of this Law, every white or other free perfon, who fhall be charged with the
murder, or with the maiming or wounding a Slave, whether belonging to himfelf
or to herfelf, or to any other perfon or perfons whatever, and whether the fame be
by exceffive punithment or otherwife, every fuch perfon fo charged, fhall be pro-
ceeded againft and tried in the fame manner as he or fhe would have been pro-
ceeded againft and tried for the murder, or for the maiming or wounding a free per-
fon, and upon being convited thereof fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment
by the laws of England fuch perfons would be fentenced to fuffer for the murder,
~ or for the maiming and wounding a free perfon: Provided always, that fuch con-
viction fhall not extend to the corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or
tenements, goods or chattels; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary thereof
notwithftanding,. '

Dated at Saint Chriftopher’s the 28th day of Dec. in the

year of our Lord 1797, dnd of His Majefty’s reign
the thirty-eighth.

(Signed) Fobn Burke, Speaker, pro tempore. -
Paffed the Council the 28th day Paffed the Affembly this 28th day .of
of Nov. 1797. - Nov. 1797.
By Command (Signed) Fobn Hill,
(Signed) W™ Mathews. _ Clerk of the Afflembly.
Dep” Sec’.

Publithed this 10th day of Jan. 1748.
‘ (Signed) Febn Roberts, ,
| Dep” Provoft Marfhall.

No. 5.—Extratt of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon to
his Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated St. Chrittopher’s,
March 15th 1798, . .

AGREEABLE to the Return of theWrits iffued for convening theGeneral Council
and Aflembly, they met in this Ifland on the firft day of this month, when I delivered
to them the Speech, of which there is a Copy enclofed, and alfo Copies of their Ad-
drefles, by way of anfwer to it,

I fatter
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1 ‘Patter myfelf your Grace will be pleafed, when you obferve by thefe Addrefles
‘how much they are difpofed to enter upon the arduous and important bufinefs which
1 havelaid before them, and earneftly recommended to their moft ferious confidera-~
tion; and your Grace may be affured, that I fhall not fail to’'watch over and pro-
.note, by every means in my power, the advancement of a work which has humanity
and benevolence for its objects. I hope they will continue their Sittings from day
o day, till the whole bufinefs be completed. :

- (1) In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland,
of the 15th March 17¢8. o

Extra@® from the Speech of Prefident Thomfon to the
Prefident and General Council, and to the Speaker and
Gentlemen of the General Aflembly of the Leeward
Iflands.

IN compliance with the wifhes and folicitations of the feveral Legiflatures within
this Government, I have called you together to take into your confideration, and to
concert the beft means for carrying into effe& the obje&ts contained in the Refolution
of the Houfe of Commons, entered into on 6th day of April latt, which I have di-
rected to be laid before you. :

You will find in that Refolution, Gentlemen, objes of the firft importance to the
Britith Sugar Colonies, which, by the wifdom of Parliamentand His Majefty’s molt
gracious condefcenfion, are now fubmitted to a body of men, whole local know-
ledge and experience are beft adapted to form fuch wife and falutary mealures, as,
1 have no doubt, will produce the happieft effets.

The increafe of our Negroes by propagation rather than by importation, is an ob-
jeét to be withed for by us all, who know the fuperior value of Creole Negroes to
thofe imported from Africa; and furely, to every humane mind, it muft prove a

fubje of the moft pleafing contemplation, to behold his gang thriving and increafing -

under his foftering hand; I am therefore purfuaded, you- will devote your attention
to the removal of every kind of impediment that may appear to you to ftand in the
way of accomplifhing fo defirable an object. '

The moral and religious improvement of our Negroes, by introducing more or-
der, and regularity in our gangs, you muft be fenfible will, among other good and
advantageous purpoles, contribute to the increafe of the fpecies; for it mufl be ob-
fervable by all, that a failure'in this refpe is not fo much owing to oppreflive la-
bour, as to the licentious manners and habits of the Slaves.

If the Legiflature of the Parent State have wifely abandoned the idea of a forced
:and abrupt abolition of the Slave Trade, and wifh to fee whether it can be gradually
.accomplifhed by natural means, let us, onour pars, do every thing that 1s in our
Jpower to try the experiment fairly. ' : o

It is with the greateft pleafure and fatisfaction that I have obferved, during forty
-years refidence in this country, a gracual improvement and melioration in the
_condition of the Slaves, and feveral laws paffed in the different Iflands, to protect
.them from cruelty and oppreffion; I am fully perfraded, it wiil be your inchination
to extend thefe bleflings to that race of people, as far as you fhall deem then con-
Giftent with that fubordination which has of late, more than ever, been evinced to
be fo effential to the prefervation of peace and good order in fociety.

1 am fure I fhall meet” your withes, Gentlemen, in recommerding to you a
revifion of all the Jaws which have been paffed, and are now in force in the different
Hands of this Governmens, relating to Slaves, adopting all the wholefome regula-
tions, and rejecting thofe which, on certain exigencies, might have been deemed
proper, but from a change of times and circumitances are no longer neceflary, and
may appear to you to be harth and oppreflive, and ferm an entire new code, an-
fwerabie to all the beneficial purpofes of our fyftem of Slavery, 1n which, no doubt,
among other things, the food and clothing of the Negroes will appear to you to be
objeéts highly worthy of attention. o (1) In
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(2.) In Letter from Mr. Prefident. Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;
' dated 15th March 1798.

Extra& from the Addrefs of the General Council of the
Leeward Iflands to Prefident Thomfon, &c. &c. &c.;
dated 2d March 1798,

WE are highly fen(ible of the goodnefs that induced your Honour, in compliance
with the wifhes and folicitations of the feveral Legiflatures within this Government,
to call us together, to deliberate on the beft means for carrying into effeét the ob-
je&s contained in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, entered into on the 6th
day of April laft, which you have been pleafed to direct to be laid before us.

We beg leave to affure you, that we will cheerfully enter upon the duties of our
prefent ftation, and give that ferious attention to the important obje@s you have

fubmitted to our confideration, which they demand.

We hope your Honour will believe, that, in fpite of the various calumnies which
have been for many years pait heaped on His Majelty’s faithful fubje@s in the
Weft [ndies, we view with the fame pleafure and fatisfation which you have been
pleafed to exprefs, the graduval improvement and melioration in the condition of the
Slaves in the different Iflands of ‘this Government, and the proteftion afforded to
them by laws at once juft and humane ; and we look forward with the moft pleafing
fenfations, .to the opportunity we now have of eftablithing a {yftem, which, by further
improving their condition, by introducing more order and regularity among them,
and by promoting their improvement in morality and religion, as far as it may be
poflible, may tend to increafe their propagatiun, and enable us to diminifh the num-
ber of Africans to be hereafter imported. But we conceive that the Welt India
Iflands never could have been, nor ever can be cultivated to effed, without the
right, of which we truft no power will endeavour to deprive us, of ob:aining la-
bourers from Africa; a right under which our anceftors were induced to fetle in thefe
Colonies, which hath becn fanctioned by repeated Afts of the Britith Pariiament,
and the violation of which muft be confidered as an a& of the greateft opprefion,

(3.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Pertland,
: of the 15th March 1748.

Extrac from the Addrefs of the Members of the General
Affembly of the Leeward Ifiands to Prefident Thom-
fon; dated 2d March 1798.

WE, the Members of the General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, beg leave to
exprefs the grateful fenfe we entertain of your attention to the different paris of your
Government.  The obje&s contained in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons
of the eth of April laft, raturally imprefled the different Legiflatures with the
neceflity of mature and fpeedy deliberation, and your ready compliance with their
wifthes has afforded the mof fatisfattory refletion. , ,

Whatever materially relates to fo imporrant a part of the émpire as the Sugas
Colonies, muft become an urgent fubjeét of confideration, and d: mands the greateft
energy and exertions on our part. It is with pride, Sir, we obferve, that in no
inftance has His Majelty’s parental care been more ‘enm:phatically manifefted, than in
having confided to thofr, whofe ‘lncal knowiedge and experience render them mofl
comperent, the enquiry- and eftablithment propofed. .

The natural increaf: of our Negroes by propagaticn, is an objc¢t to be ardently
defired, and the Weft India charader of humanity, with a very few exceptions, we truft,
evinces the propricty of your Honour’s obfervation, that it is a fubject of the moft
pleafing contemplation to tne Praprietor to behold his Slaves thriving and increafing
under his foftering hand. We fhall, however, diredt our atiention to thofe obfla-
cles that may appear to impede this ead, w

c
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We fhall alfo attend to the moral and religious improvement of the Negroes
and we cannot but be fenfible that undifciplined nature is too prone to thofe l-i‘iccn.’
¢ious manners and evil habits which your Honour has forcibly defcribed.

We truft and hope, Sir, that the Legiflature of the Parent State will wifely aban-
don the abolition of a trade fan&tioned and encouraged by feveral Ads of Parlia-
ment, and which is clofely interwoven and connefted with the commercial intereft
of the empire at large. '

It is a pleafing reflection, Sir, that your Honour’s refidence of forty years in this
country, bears an unerring and ample teftimony of a gradual improvement and
melioration in the condition of the Slaves. As it is our inclination, fo fhall it be
eur endeavour, to extend every blefling to arace of people peculiarly under our
" care and proteion, as far as is confiftent with the fubordination which is effential to
the prefervation of peace and good order, and to the actual fafety of His Majefty’s
Weft India Colonies. ‘

We are fenfible, Sir, that a revifion of the laws relating to the Slaves, is in-
difpenfible; by paying a proper regard to them, we fhall be able to confirm and
enlarge fuch as may be deemed expedient, and reje@ thofe which appear oppreflive
and no longer neceflary.

No. 6.—Extrad of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chrif-
topher’s, 17 April, 1798.

THE General Council and Affembly have proceeded a confiderable length in
their bufinefs, and I hope it may be completed in the courfe of a fortnight more,

No. 7.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitehall,
2d May 1798.

THE harmony and good underftanding which happily prevail between you and
the Legflature of the refpe@ive Iflands under your authority, cannot fail to promote
the public fervice in general, and the particular intereft of each. On the fubje&t of
the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th April 1797, 1 refer you to my
Letter (fecret) of the 23d ultimo, and its Inclofure ; and mult obferve, that the A&
paffed by the ifland of Antigua, “ making Perfons charged with, and found guilty
4 of the murder of Slaves, liable and fubje& to the fame pains and penalties as are
« infli&ed for the murder of free perfons,” is fuch as highly becomes the wifdom
and humanity of the Legiflature,

No. 8.—Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chrif-
‘topher's, May 4th 1798. '

YOU will now be pleafed to receive a Bill, which has been paffed by the General
Council and General Afflembly of the Leeward Iflands, intituled “ An A& more
- effectually to provide for the Support, and to extend certain Regulations for
« the Prote&ion of Slaves, to promote and encourage their Increafe, and generally
« to meliorate their Condition,” and to which 1 have given my aflent,

It was deemed ncceffary, on account of fome Claufes in the Biil whereby debts
contraled for the feeding and clothing of the Negroes were made liens upon
eftates, and to take place of all others, to introduce a {fufpending Claufe, to prevent
the Bill from being in force here till His Majefty Thould fignify his pleature thereon,

The diftrefs which theie Iflands have fuffered from a feries of bad crops, and.the
confequent low ftate of credit to which eftates in fome of the Iflands are reduced, 1
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underftand gave rife to this meafure, in order to facilitate the procuring of thofe
articles, of which the Bill has directed an increaled quantity to be given; 'and your
‘Grace will be pleafed to obferve, that th_efe liens are not ailowed to run on from year
tp year, fo as to accumulate and grow into a large fum,» b‘ut the amount of the
neceflary fupplies of food and clothing muft be extinguithed within the year,
otherwife all fuch contralts lofe their priority. Under thefe reftriions, I fhould
conceive thofe Claufes in the Bill would rather operate in favour of creditors, who
are mortgagees of eftates, than to their prejudice, as they tend to keep up the
mortgaged premifes, which will be a means of firengthening their fecurity, or at
leaft preventing it from being impaired. ) .

The Bill, in other refpeéts, embraces feveral of the obje@s pointed out by the
Refoiution of the Houfe of Commons, which your Grace did me the honour to

tranfmit, and upon the whole, though not fo full and complete as I withed it to

have been, I hope it will meer with His Majefty’s approbation.
I beg leave to fend your Grace copy of the fpeech which 1 delivered to them at
the clofe of the feffion.

{1.) In Mr. Prefident Thomfor’s, of the 4th May, 1798.

Mr. Prefident, and Gentlemen of the General Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the General Aflembly,

THE zeal and unremitted attention with which you have devored your time to the

arduous and important bufinefs you have had before you, do great credit to your-

felves, and merit the warmeft acknowledgments of the Iflands over which your
labours will extend their happy influence. The Bill you have paffed, to which I
have juft given my afent, is calculated to promote the caufe of humanity, and

having that for its objcét, it cannot fail to be highly acceptable to every well-Jif-

pofed mind; and though the current expences of eftates may be thereby fomewhat
enhanced, yet if that augmentarion, rogether with the other falutary provifions of
the Bill, will produce more comfort and happinefs to the Slaves, and be a means of
increafing their numbers fo as to render the importation of African Negroes un-
neceflary, I truft they will prove a full and ample cempenfation,

~ I cannot clofe this feffion of the General Council 2nd General Affembly, without
returning you my moft hearty thanks- for the readinefs you have fhewn to adopt
every meafure which, at t'-e beginning of it, apprared to me neceflary to fubmit to
your confideration, all of which, I have no doubt, would have been carried into -
full effe@®, had not the urgency of your private affairs, at this period, called you
from heunce.

I'am, however, perfuaded, that whatever rewains unfinithed of this great work,
you will, during the recefs, take into your confideration, and come prepared, when
the feflion again commences, to give it a final completion, ‘

It now on 'y remains for me to recommend to you, Gentlemen, when you return
to your homes, to give your aid, by your countenance and example, to the operation
of the Bill you have already paff-d in your refpe&ive Iflands, and by narrowly
watching and obferving its #ffefts, you will be able to difcover whether it will
require any alterations and amendments, and which you will have in your power to
make at your next Meeting.

St. Chriftopher’s,
April 23, 1798.

(2.)—In
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(2.)=In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of the 4th May 1798.
Co

pY-
St. CHRISTOPHER.

An A& more effeftually to provide for the Support, and
toextend certain Regulations for the Proteion of Slaves;
to promote and encourage their Increafe, and generally
to meliorate their Condition.

“YOUR Majefty’s loyal and obedient fubjects, the Commander in Chief of Your
‘Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands in America, and the General Council and Ge-
mneral Affernbly of the faid Iflands, duly convened and affemtled at the town of
‘Baffeterre, in the ifland of St. Chriftopher, having taken inio their meft ferious
.confideration the Refolution of the Honourable the Houfe of Commons of Great
Britain, of the 6th day of April, in the 37th year of Your Mujefty’s reign, re-
commended to their attention by Your Majefty’s faid Commander in Chief of your
‘Leeward Charibbee Iflands, in obedience to Your Majefty’s orders, communicated
by his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of Your Majefty’s principal Secretaries of
State, and having maturely deliberated upon the meafures which appear to them beft
.calculated to obviate the caufes which hitherto may have ‘impeded the natural in-
.creafe of Negroes already in thefe Iflands, gradually, as they hope, to diminiih the
neceflity of the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead to its final termination, and
.defiring to grant unto the Slaves in thefe Your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands
-every indulgence and encouragement which may tend to their moral and religious im-
-provement, and to fecure to them the certain, immediate, and a&ive prote&ion of
the law, as far as the fame can poffibly be extended to them, confiftently with that
good order, difcipline, and obedience, which it is abfolutely neceffary to preferve
.and maintain in all places, where, from inevitable local circumftances, Slavery muft,
.with fome reftriGtions, be tolerated ; and defiring alfo to prevent, as much as poffi-
ble, any inftances of cruelty or oppreflion, and to compel all perfons to treat their
‘Slaves with that humanity which is generally prevalent in thefe Iflands ; Do humbly
pray Your Moft Excellent Majefty that it may be enated and ordained ;

1ft. And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the Authority afcre-
faid, That every Owner or Direftor of any Slave or Slaves within the Leeward
1flands, fhall weekly and every week, under the penalty of ten fhillings per head for
~each and every Slave under his or her dire&ion, for every omiffion, purchafe or pro-
vide, at the rate of the following quantities of provifions; that is to fay, for every
Slave at the rate of nine pints of corn or beans, or eight pints of peafe or wheat,
or rve flour, or Indian corn meal, or nine pints of oatmeal, or feven pints of
rice, or eight pints of caffava flour or farina, or eight pounds of bifcuit, or
twenty pounds of yams or potatoes, or fixteen pounds of eddoes, fanias or tyres,
or thirty pounds of plantains or bananas, and alfo one pound and one quarter of
herrings, thads, mackarel, or other falted provifions, or double the quantity of frefh
fith or other frefh provifions; all which faid provifions to be of good and whole-
fome quality : Provided neverthelefs, that every fuch Owner or Director fhall have
the abfolute and uncontroulable right of diftributing and dividing all and every fuch
quantities of provifions fo to be provided as aforefsid, unto-and among all and
every his Slave or Slaves, in fuch proportions, fhares, and allowances, as he fhall
think proper, according to the different labour, fize, age, and ftrength, or otherwife,
of all and every fuch Slave and Slaves, and as the fame thail appear to him in_his
difcretion eligible or right; but notwithftanding fuch difcretionary power, fuch
-Owner or Dire@or fhall adually diftribute weckly and every week among all his
Slaves, the whole quantity of provifions hercinbefore direfted to be purchaf.d or
provided, under the penalty aforefaid for every omiffion : Provided alio, that every
aged, fickly, or infirm Slave, and every Slave afflicted with any loathfome or con-
tagious diforder, or every Slave being incapable of labour, fhall reccive weckly and
every week, at leaft onc full rate or ratio.of allowance aforefaid, notwithftanding
:the general and difcretionary power of dividing the fame, hereinbefore perminted }t‘o
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the Owner, and notwith@tanding any other power which he may have; and if any
Owner or Director of any Slave or Slaves within the Leeward Iflands, fhall omit or
negle&, under any pretext whatever, efpecially under pretext of abfence from the
faid plantation, or that the faid Slave is wandering about the towns or other parts

.of the Ifland, or that he cannot be found, to diftribute and fhare weekly and every

week to any of his aged, infirm, or fickly Slaves, or to any of his Slaves afflicted
with any loathfome or contagious diforder, or incapable of labour, fuch full rate or
ratio of provifions as aforefaid, he fhall forfeit for every fuch neglect or omiflion
the fum of twenty fhillings, unlefs fuch Slave fhail be provided for in the Hofpital
or Sick Houfe. .

ad. And be it further enaled by the Authority aforefaid, That it fhall and
may be lawful for every Owaer or Direftor of any Slaves emploved on any plan-
tation in the Leeward Iflands, to reduce and diminith, when ke fhall be actually
making Sugar or cutting Canes on fuch plantations, for the whole week in which
he makes fuch reduion, the quantity of provifions hereinbefore dire@ed to be dif-
tributed among his Slaves, in the proportion which one-fifth part of the faid provi-
fions bears to the whole thereof, but on no account in a larger proportion: Pro-
vided neverthelefs, that inafmuch as it-is neceffary for infuring the fubfiftence,
which is the principal object of this A&, thatin fome of the Leeward Charibbee
Iflands the provifions given. to the Slaves in crop-time fhould be increafed, and
may, without derogating from fuch fubfiftence, be out of crop diminifhzd; that
no Owner or Director of any Slave within the Virgin Iflands, fhall be permitted
to make the aforefaid redu&tion in any week in which he fhall be, or have been,
a&ually emnployed in the manufacturing Sugar or grinding Canes; bur every Owner
or Dire&tor of every Slave worked on any plantation within the faid Virgin Iflands,
fhall be permitted, out of crop, to make a redu@ion of one-fifth part of the dry
provifions hereinbefore direéted to be given to his or her Slaves, whenever he
or fhe fhall give and allow to cach and every of his or her Slaves as much land and
time as {hal!, with his or their labour on fuch land for fuch time, be likely to pro-
duce the value of fuch dry provifions: And provided alfo, thar if the value of fuch
dry provifions fhall not be produced by fuch land, every fuch Owner or Diretor
thall make good to every Slave whofe lard fhall be lefs produétive, the difference
between its produce and the value of the dry provifions to which fuch Slave under
this A¢t would otherwife be entitled.

3d. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That money fhall on no
account be given to Sluves in lieu of the provifions hereinbefore dire~*ed to be pur-
chafed or diftributed, uniefs in cafe of abfolute and unequivocal nec:flitv; and that
if any Owner or Director of any Slave or Slaves, within the Leeward 1flands, fhall
offend againft this Claufe, he fhall forfeit the fum of fifty pounds.

4th. And be it further enated by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever and as
often as any Owner or Director of any Slave or Slaves, within the Leeward Jflands,
fhall commute or exchange for money, the provifions hereinbefore directed to be pur-
chafed or provided for fuch Slaves, or any part of the fame, he fhall give and pay to
and among his Slaves at the rate of four fhillings per weck for each and every
Slave with whom he fhall make fuch commutation, and alfo give and allow twe haif
days in each week to fuch Slave, to refort to the beft market for laying out, to the beft
advan:age, fuch commutation money : Provided neverthelefs, that it thall and may be
lawful for every Owner or Diie€tor to divide, diftribute, and fhare fuch commuta-
tion money, among all and cvery his Slaves with whom he makes fuch commutation
and exchange, in the fame manner, and with the fame difcretionary power, as is herein-
before vefted in him with refpet to the provifions he is hereinbefore direéted to pur-
chae, procure, and diftribute,

sth. And whereas, from the fituation and local circumftances of many eftates in
the Leeward Iflinds, the. Owners or Dire@ors of fuch eftates are enabled to allot
portons of land to their Slaves more than fufficient for their fupport and main-
tenance, and from which fuch Slaves grow rich; and it would therefore not only be
unnecefliry, but even unjult and ruinous, to fuch Planters, to compel them to give the
{ame allowance with others who have not the benefit of fuch provifion grounds; Be

it



LEEWARD ISLANDS, 17
it therefore Ena&ted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever the quantity of pro-
vifien land under cultivation with the Owner’s time, upon any eftate in the Leeward
1fl.nds, fhall be in the proportion of one acre of land for every ten Slaves worked
and employed upon {uch eftate, and the produce of fuch land fhall be in proportion to
one half of the quantity of provifions, or in any larger proporticn by this A& di-
re¢ted to be purchafed or procured for all ‘the Slaves fo worked or employvd, that
then it fhall and may be lawful for the Owner or Dire&or of fuch Plastition to
diminith by one kalf, or in any other proportion, the quantity of dry provifiens, ac-
cording to the quantity of provifions produced from fuch land dire@ed by this A&
to be purchafed or procured for and diftributed among fuch Slaves; prévidcd the
whole produce of the land fo under cultivation, or the proportion hereby prefcribed,
is appropriated to the ufe of the Slaves fo employed; and provided alfo, that the
-Owner -or Dire€tor diftribute or caufes to be diftributed among them, their full
‘allowance or rates of {ult or freth provifions aforefaid: And provided further, that
fuch Owner or DireCor fhall aitend the Council Board in the Ifland where fuch
Plantation (hall be firuate, -once in every twelve months, and then and there take
the foilowing oath; viz.—* I do fwear, That there are now Slaves upon
“ or belonging to the Plantation under my direion, in the parith or divifion of
< and that there is under the cultivation of provifions upon the faid

Plantation, at leaft in the proportion of one acre of land for every ten Slaves
-« thereon, and thart the produce of the faid land has been for twelve months laft
-« paft, or for fo much of the faid twelve months laft paft as I have been Owner or
-« Dire&or thereof, together with the quantity of provifions appropriated or dif-
tribured among the faid Slaves, fully adequate to the ratio of provifions direted
¢ by this A& to be purchafed or procured, diftributed or thared among them, and
“ every other Slave for the time aforefaid ; and that the faid produce has been ap-
« propriated, and the faid provifions have been fhared and diftributed agreeable

[{4
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¢« 1o the directions of this A&, to the beft of my knowledge and belief. So help -

¢ me Ged.”
6th. And be it further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
Direttor of any Plantation within the Leeward Iflands, fhall allot and give to every
Slave of which he is Owner or Dire¢tor, and who is capable of working the fame,

a piece or fpot of good well-laying land of forty feet fquare at leaft, immediately
round or clofe to his houfe, if the fame can be done, without pulling down or in-
juring any other Negro houfe 5 and if it cannot be fo done, then every fuch Owner
or Dire@or fhall allot and give to each and every fuch Siave the fame quantity of
land, in fome part of the faid Plantation on which fuch Negro refides, and com-
modious for his working the fame, under the penalty of five pounds for every
offence againft this Claufe; provided there is fo much land as is hereby required to
be allotted as aforefaid on the Plantations of which he is fuch Owner or Direttor,
not ufuaily planted in canes, and if there is not, he fhall give and allow to every
fuch Slave as aforefaid, in licu of the fame, an annual compenfation, which fhall be
equal to the annual value of the land ulually allotted as aforefaid, under the like
penalty of five pounds for every inftance in which he fhall omic or meglet to make
fuch compenfation. _

7th. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
Diretor of any Slaves within the Leeward Iflands, fhall, twice in every year, that
is to fay, on the firt day of January and the firlt day of Auguft, provide for and
give 1o each and every of his male Slaves, one jacket made of good found woollen
cloth, and one pair of trowfers made of good found ofenbrigs; and to each and every
of his female Slaves, one wrapper of fuch woollen cloth, and one petticoat of fuch
ofenbrigs : Provided always, that in cafe any fuch Owner or Dirc&or fhall think
proper 1o furnith fuch Slave with a gnod and fufficicnt blanket, and a hat or cap,
with the confent of fuch Slave, the fame fhall be in lieu of one fuit of {uch cloaths
as afore faid. :

- 8th. And be it further Enated by the Authoritv aforefaid, That once in every twelve
months each and every Owner or Director of Slaves thall, under the penalty of one
hundred pounds, appear hefore the Court of King’s Bench or Common Picas loE

119, the
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.St the Hland where fuch Owner or Director thall refide, and thall then and there take the
- Chriftopher's 316 wing oath, viz. < I, A. B. do fwear upon the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God,
<« hat I have truly and fairly diftributed, or caufed to be diftributed or appropriated, for
¢ the laft twelve months paft (or for fo long as the faid Owner or Director has had the
¢ dircion of fuch Slaves) between and among the Slaves under my direction, the
“ full ratio of provifions and clothing, as direQed by an A&, intituled, * An Adt
¢ more effe@ually to provide for the Support, and to extend certain Regulations for
¢ the Proteion of Slaves, to promote and encourage their Increafe, and generally
¢ to meliorate their Condition,” to the beft of my knowledge, judgmeat, and
s¢ belicf, and without any fraud or intent to evade the faid a&.  So help me God.”
gth. And be it further Ena&ted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
‘Dire&or of any Slave or Slaves within the Leeward Iflands, thall give and allow to
every fuch Slave who fhall be employed in any ficld work, or any plantation, or in
the carrying, digging, removing, or making up manure, or in the picking grafs, or -
in any plantation labour, in the performance of which breakfaft and noon-time is now
ufually allowed, at leaft one complete half hour for every fuch Slave to eat his break-
faft, and at that time to reft and refrefh himfelf, but no Slave fhall at fuch time be
permitted to quit the field or place in which he is at work, without the particular
Jeave of fuch Owner or Diretor, or of the Overfeer or Driver ating under him; and
every fuch Owner or Dire&or fhall alfo give and allow to every fuch Slave two full
and complete hours at noon or dinner-time, -to reft or refrefh himfclf, or to procure,
.drefs, or eat his dinner, during which two hours no fuch Slave fhall be employed
in any work, lzbour, bufinefs, or manner whatever; and any perfon offending
againft this Claufe, fhall for every fuch offence forfeit a fum not lefs than twenty
fhillings nor more than five pounds.
1oth. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Owner or
DireQor of Slaves belonging to any plantation within the Leeward Iflands, fhall call
or turn out to his work anv fuch Slave before the hour of five in the morning, nor
fhall any fuch Owner or Diretor continue any fuch Slave at work after the hour of
Afeven o’clock in the evering, except in crop time, or from fome evident neceffity,
under the penalty of five pounds. A
11th. And be it further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That whereas many
‘Slaves, who have no Owners or DireCtors who can be difcovered and compelled to
provids for them, become incapable, from contagious diforders, old age, ficknefs,
or other infirmities, of labouring to procure a fubfiftence for themielves, that in all
fuch cafes it fhall and may be lawful for the Vcftry of any Parith within the Leeward
Iflands, or the Prefident of the Council, or Speaker of the Affembly, or any
Juttice of the Peace where there is no Veftry, to provide in a fuitable manner for
the fupport and maintenance of fuch Slave or Slaves, and to prefer the accounts
for the fame againft the public of the Ifland in which fuch Slave thall be found or
difcovered 5 and the faid public is hereby charged with and made liable for the pay-
ment of ‘fuch accounts out of its treafury, or fuch other funds as it may choole to
apply in payment of the fame. ‘
 12th. Whereas to avoid the inconveniences that do fometime arife from perfons
manumitting and fctting free their Slaves, when they are rendered incapable of
fervice by age, infirmity, accident, orcalamity, to avoid the expence of providing
a proper fublitence for fuch Slave, Be it and it is hercby further Enadted, That if
any Preprietor of a Slave fhall manumit or fet free any Slave in his or her pof-
feffion, who fhall be rendered incapable of fervice from any of the caufes aforefaid,
that fuch Proprietor fhall be obliged to pay into the hands of the Treafurer of the
Ifland where fuch Slave fhall be fo manumitted and fet {ree, the fum of three hun- .
dred pounds currengy, from which fum fuch Slave fhall be entitled to draw half- -
yearly an intercft a.ifing vpon fuch fum, according to the rate of intereft in .cach
reipective Ifland, -for his or her fubfittence during the life of fuch Slave; and that
upon the death of fuch Slave fo manumitced and fe: free, the fuid fum of three hun-
dred pounds currency fhall be appropriated to the ufe of the public.
13th. And be it further Ena@cd by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or

Director of any Slave or Slaves within the Leeward 1flands, fhall keep and produce,
, .whenever
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whenever legally required, a full, true, plain, and weekly account of all the pro-
vifions purchafcd for or diftributed or fhared out among all or any of his Slaves,
and alfo of all commutation money paid in licu of the fame, alfo a full, true, and
weekly account of the number of his Slaves, under the penalty of five pounds for
each and .every week in which he fhall neglect or omit to keep fuch acceunt, and
alfo an account of all clothing given to his Slaves, with the times of his giving
the fame, and the number of Slaves of which he is the Owner or Director at fuch
times, under the penalty of twenty-five pounds ; and if he fhall refufe to produce fuch
account or accounts whenever he fhall be thereunto legally required, he fhall forfeit
the fum of twenty-five pounds.
14th. And beit further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, Thatif any white or free
coloured perfon, who is not the Owner or Diretor of any Slave ill treated as here-
inafter mentioned, fhall beat or ill treat aniy Slave, or fhall takie away or caufe to be
taken away from any Slave any article or thing whatfoever, for which fuch Slave
fhall produce a ticket or note from his or her Owner or Dire&or, authorizing him or
her to fell or poffefs fuch article or thing; or fhall take away or caufe to be taken
away from any Slave any ftock, vegetables, provifions, grafs tops, vowra, or any article
or thing which fuch Slave fhall be authorized by any prefent or future esifting laws,
ufages, or cuftoms of the Ifland wherein he refides, to,feil or poffefs; or fhall, after
purchafing from any fuch Slave any of the articles or things aforefaid, refufe or omit
to pay him or her the price agreed upen for the fame, or fhall knock off from the
Thead of, or pull away from any Slave into the dirt or ftreet, or trample on the ground,
or fcatter about on it any fuch article or things whatever aforefaid, or caufe the fame
to be done, in any fuch cafes, on complaint made by the Owner or Diretor of the
f2id Slaves, though it may be without oath, to any Juftice of the Peace in or near the
arifh where the offence is commitzed, fuch Juftice thall and is hereby authorized and
direted, by an order in writing under his hand, ftating the complaint made by fuch
Owner or Dire&or, to command fuch perfon or perfons againft ‘whom fuch com-
-plaint was made, to appear ata time and place to be fpecified in fuch order before
him and any other Juflice who may be then and there prefent, that fuch complaint
.may be examined into; and fuch Juftices are hereby authorized to take the examina-
tion of fuch perfon complained of, upon bis or her own oath with refpet to the faid
complaint, who thall be compelled to anfwer on oath fuch queftions as the faid Juftices
may put to him or her; and if fuch perfon fhall not fully anfwer fuch queftions, or,
having been duly fummoned, thall refule to appear as aforefaid, he or the fhall be
confidered as convilted of the faid complaint; or if fuch perfon, having fully anfwered
fuch quettions, fhall rot fully exculpate him or herfelf, or fhall be otherwife con-
victed before the faid Juftices, he or fhe fhall be fined by the faid Juftices in any fum
not exceeding ten pounds current money, to be recovered by warrant under the hands
and feals of the faid Juftices, direéted to any conftable, commanding him forthwith
to levy on the goods and chattels of fuch offender fufficient to pay fuch £ne, with all
cofts and charges aitending all the proceedings aforefaid; and for want of fuch goods
and chattels, to commit fuch offender to the common jail for any time not exceeding
one month, and fuch conftable fhall excuic fuch warrznt under the penalty of twenty
pounds current money aforefaid ; and the faid Juftices fhall and may, if they think
proper, difpofe of the fine.to the Slave fo ill treated, as a compenfation for the in-
juries he or fhe may have fuftained. :
15th. And be it further Enaéted by theAuthority aforefaid, That in order to remove
“any doubt which may arife as to the legality or propriety of punithing the Owners or
Dirc&ors of any Slave for any crucl ~ondudt towards fuch Slave, it is hereby ex-
prefsly declared and enacted, that if any perfon thall cruely whip, ‘maltreat, beat, or
imprifon, or keep in confinement,without fufficient fupport, any Slave under his or her
dire@ion or care, fuch perfon fhall be indi€ «d for the fame in the Superior Court of
Criminal Jurifdi@ion for the Ifland wherein fuch offerce fhall be committed,
and upon being legally convi&ted therecf fhall fuffer fuch punifhment, by fine or im-
‘prifonment, or both, as the Judges or J uftices of faid Court fhall think proper to in-
flict; and the faid Judges or Jutuces are hereby authorized, if they fhali deem it necef-

fary, for_the further prate&ion of the faid Slave, to order.the Marfhal or his Dcputyft{)
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{cli and difpefe of fuch Slave to any perfon (excepr the Cerer) at public outery, and
at the beft price that can be procured for fuch Sisve, and the monies arifing from .
fuch fale, after the payment of the fees, thall be naid to the perfon h:n_u'ng the ft Lien
thereon, and in cafe of no fuch prior lien, then to the Gwner of the aid Slave,

16th. And be it further Enalted by the Authosity aforefuid, Thae if any perien fh 1l
beat or maltreat any Slave not belonging to himfeif or herlcl?, fuch offender thail not
only be indi¢ted and punithed for the fame in like manncr, but any puaithment -
f:Qed by the Court of Criminal Jurifdi@tion for fuch cffence fhail not be confdered
as a bar to any altion or fuit at law which may be commenced by the Owners of
fuzh Slave, or be confidered in mitigation of any damages which may otherwifc be
given or recovered for fuch trefpafs or injury. . L '

17th. And be it further Epaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That in cafe ary Juftice
of the Pcace thall receive any complaint or intelligence, which he, in his own difcre.
tion, fhall think probable, that any Slave hath been mutilated, cruelly punithed, or
otherwife maltreated, or confined without a fufficient fupport, it thall be lawful for fuch
Juftice of the Peace to call 1o his affiftance fome otherJuftice,and then fuch twoJuftices
fhall be and are hereby authorized to order any conftable to bring fuch Slave before
them, or if the cafe thall require it, they are hereby authorized to go to fuch place
‘where fuch Slave fhall be, and direct fuch Slave to be produced and fhewn to them,
‘that fuch enquiry and other prdceedings may be made and had as fhall be neceflary
for the further profecution of the offence; and that if fuch Juftices thali think proper
or neceflary, they fhall be and are hereby authorized to fend fuch Slave to fome public
place of fecurity, or to the workhoufe, if any is provided in the Ifland where
fuch Slave fhall live, to be there kept and detained, and fupported at the expence of
the Owner or DireQor of fuch Slave, until further enquiry fhall be made into the fact
according to law, ) .

18th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, Thatif any Owner or
Director of any Slave within the Leeward 1flands, fhall fix round the neck of any
Slave any iron collar with projecting bars, hooks, or any collar with a chain or weight

* thereto, or fhall put or fix upon any Slave any chain or any piece or ring of iron,

Jawful for the Coroner,

-and he is hereby authorized and commanded to hold an inqicft, not confiting of
lefs than three perions, on the body of fuch Slave, to enquire into and rcturn the

-either round the leg or any other part of the body of fuch Slave, other-than fuch as

are abfolutely neceflary for fecuring the perfon of fuch Slave, it fhall and may be
lawful for any Juttice of the Peace, on information or view of the fame, to order fuch

-collar, chain, weight, hooks, bars, and rings, other than fuch as are neceflary as afore.

faid, to be taken (ff fuch Siave ar the expence of fuch Owner; 2nd it thall alfo be lawful
for fuch Juttice to iffue his warrant to bring fuch Owner before him, and if he is of
opinion that fuch Owner or Dire@or has acted wantonly and cruelly in putting on

‘or fixing as aforefuid any fuch collar, chain, weight, hooks, bars, or rings, or that he

was not influenced folely by the motive of preventing the future defertion of fuch
Slave, fuch Juttice fhall and may bind over every fuch Owner or DireQlor, to ap-
pear at the next Court of King's Bench, to be held for the Ifland where fuch offence
thall be committed, then and there to anfwer for the fame, and upon convilion
thereof to be fined, atthe diferetion of fuch Court, in any fum not exceeding one
hundred pounds current money. ’ ‘ -
1gth. And be it further Ena@ed by the Authority aforefaid, That any Owner or
:Director of any Slave within the Leeward Iflands, who may, from fi.knefs or any

-other caufe, .ftand in need of medical affiftance, thall, without lofs of time, procure
fuch affiftance for fuch Slave, and alfo fhall provide for and furnith fuch Slave with
-all fuch focd, wine, nourithment, and with all and every fuch other neceflary and
-neceflaries of every kind as.the med'cal perfon, whofe affiitance he may call in, fhall
~order or dire@, under the penalty of fifty pounds for every omiffion.

20th.  And be it further FnaGed by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever any

‘Slave, not under the age of fix years, nor from natural decay, who fhall die fud-
.denly, without having been vifited at leaft forty-eight hours before his or her de- .

ceafe by fome.medical perfon duly qualified to pradfe phyfic, it thall and may be
or where there 1s no Coroner, for fome Juttice of the Pcace,

.caufe



LEEWARD ISLANDS.  a H

caufe of ‘his or her dcath; and if any Owner or Dire&or of any Slave within the
Leeward Iilands, fhall omit to-give notice to the Coroner or Juftice aforefaid, of the
deceafe of any fuch Slave under the circumftances aforefaid, within fix hours after
fuch deceafe, or fhall bury any Slave fo dying before he fhall have given fuch
“notice, or within eighteen hours after the fame, he fhall forfelt for every fuch

(A
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offence the fum of one hundred pounds; provided that the perfon taking fuch:

inqueft, fhall in no éafe receive for the fame more than the fum of three pounds
fix thillings, to be paid by the public of faid Ifland. :

21ft. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That every white or
free perfon charged with the murder or maiming of any Slave, whether fuch
Slave belong to fuch perfon or not, fhall be tried and punithed for fuch murder or
roaiming, ‘in the fame manner, without any fort of diftinttion or privilege, as if he
or fhe were charged ® with the murder or maiming of any white or free perfon

.whatever: Provided neverthelefs, that if he or fhe fhall be convicted, fuch convic-.

tion fhall not extend to or occafion any corruption of blood, or forfeiture of
Jands or tenements, goods or chattels. ‘

nad. And whereas the marriage of Slaves cannot give any particular right, either-

‘to the contra&ing parties or o their children, and it ‘being unncceflary and even
improper to enforce the celebration of any rcligious rites among the Slaves, in order
1o fantify contrads, the faithful performance’of -which can be looked for only by
.a regular improvement in religion, morality, and civilization, and fhould not be

immediately enforced by any compulfory methods, left the violation of facred vows-

be too often added to the crime of infidelity : And whereas it feems more eligible
10 encourage than conpel fuch improvement in religion, morality, and civiliza-

tion-among fuch Slaves for the purpofes aforefaid, and for other good purpofes, Be -

it therefore. further Enadted by the Authority aforefaid, Thatevery Owner and Di-

*.rector -of any Slave on any eftate within the' Leeward 1flands, fhall, within twe

‘months after the publication of this A&, and alfo on the firft day of January every

ar, convene and affemble together the Slaves under his diretion, and enquire
‘which of them have a hufband or wife, or more than one; and if an acknowledg-
-ment be made, in confequence of fuch enquiry, of more than one hufband or wife,
.then fuch Owner or Diredor fhall compel fuch Slave making fuch acknowledg-
.ment, to -ele& fome one Slave only as his or her hufband or wife, and when fuch
-elc&ion i$ made, fuch Owner or Diretor thall enter the fame in a book to be kept
for that purpofe, and make the fame as public as poffible, by convening once in

.every twelve months all the Slaves upon fuch Plantation, and reading to them the.

fame in a diftin@ and audible voice, at the fame time extolling the good behaviour
of tholfe who have been faithful to their engagements, and reprobating the mifcon-
dué of thofe who have a&ed to the contrary, doing his utmclt to Keep together in
harmony the parties who have made fuch election, and to encourage all the other
.Slaves of which he is Manager, Mafter, ur DircCtor, as they fhall arrive at the
age of maturity, to make fuch clection as aforefaid, and adhere as ftrictly as pof-
fible to the fame. And every Owner or Dirc&or of any female Slave, who fhall
- have a-child while fhe preferves her fidelity to fuch engagement as aforefaid, or
is reputed fo to do, fhall, in fix weeks after the biith of {uch child, if the fame be
then living, pay and give to the mother of fuch child four dellars, and the .fame
fumn, with one dollar more for every other child fhe fhall bear and have under the
-fame circumftances ; and if any Owner or Direétor. (hall omit in.2ny-refpeét to com-
ply with and fulfil the dire@tions of this Claufe, he fhall foifeir the fum of fifty
_pounds for every fuch omiflion.

23d. And be it further Enaded by the Authoricy aforefaid, That every Owner or
Director fhall .give to every mule and female dlave, who fhall live together faith-
fully and peaceably as aforefaid, as man and wife, one dollar each for every year
that they fhall {o live together. . - \

24th. And be it furcher Enated by the Authority aforefaid, That as foon as any
female Slave thall have fix children living, and who have been born during
:fuch cohabition as aforelaid, the youngelt of which fhall be feven years of age, the

-LIg. Owner
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Owner or Dire@or of fuch female Slave, fhall net oblige fuch female Slave to do
any other than light work, under the penalty of twenty pounds. B

25th. And be it further Ena&ed by the Autherity aforefaid, That no Owner or
Dire@or of any Slave, nor any Overfeer, nor any other defcrption of white men on
any Plantation, fhall weaken the effeé of the exhortations and enquiries enjoined by
this law, by his own irregular condu&, in cohabiting or having criminal commerce
with any female Slave, who fhall have eleted her hufband as aforefaid, ‘every fuch

perfon for every fuch offence, being thereof convicted by legal teftimory, before any

~two-or more Juftices of the Peace, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred

ounds. . ,
P 26th. And whereas it appears to be impracticable and ineffe@ual to endeavour to

compel any Slaves to adopt and conform themfelves to any religious cftablithmene,
although they may be brought gradually to a confiderable degree of religious know-
ledge, by attention on the part of their Owners or Direétors, and the Clergy, Be it
therefore further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That in cafe any Owner or Di-
retor fhall in any manner whatfoever reftrain or prohibit, or caufe to be reftrained
or prohibited, any Slave (excepting fuch whofe fervices are neceffary on a Sunday)
under his or her dire@ion, from receiving religious inftruétion by attending on Sun-
days at any church or chapel, or any other place of worthip held by the regularly
eftablithed clergy of any religious cliriftian fe¢t tolerated in the Leeward Iflands, or
by receiving baptifm-according to the rites of the regularly eftablithed church, or
other tolerated chriftian church,-fuch Owner or Dire&or for every fuch offence; fhall
forfeit the fum of five pounds, and in cafe any regular clergyman, who has any liv-
ing in any of the Leeward 1flands, fhall refufe or neglet, when thereto reafonably
required, to baptize any Slave without fee or reward, on any Sunday immediately
after Divine Service, fuch clergyman fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch refufal and
negle@ the fum of thirty fhillings, provided that fuch clergyman fhall not be com-
pelled o to do, in cafe of the ignorance or ill character of fuch Slave fo requiring
to be baptized; but that in all fuch cafes fuch clergyman fhall endeavour, by exhor- .
tation ard inftru&ion, to qualify fuch Slave as he may fo reject, to be thereafter
baptized and received into the faith of Chrift’s church. . v

27th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That when any Slave,
fhall be fick, or unable, from any accident or caufe whatfoever, to perform his ufual
duty or labour, his or her Owner or Diretor fhall caufe fuch Slave to be vifited by
fome perfon duly qualified to pra@ife phyfic and furgery, according to the laws of
the refpettive Ifland where fuch Slave fhall live, and fhall caufe fuch medicines,
food, and other neccffaries, as fuch qualified pra&itioner fhall from time to time rea-
fonably order or direét, to be duly adminifiered to fuch Slave, under the penalty of
five pounds. . C ) :

28th. And be it further Ena&ted by the Authority aforefaid, That every medical
man {o qualified as aforefaid, or a proper white affiftant, fhall attend cach eflate to the

-care of which he fhall be appointed, at leaft two days in every week, whether thereto

efpecially called or not, uclefs he has notice in writing from the Proprietor or Di-
re€tor of fuch eftate, that his pre‘ence is not required; and fuch medical man or
white afliftant as aforefaid, fhall further attend at all times when efpecially called
upon fo to do, by the Proprictor or DireCtor of the Slave refpetively; and if any
medical man (hall offend againft this Claufe, he fhall forfeit the fum of five pounds.

2gth  And be it further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid prac-

' titioner or his affiftant fhall attend, within eight hours after the call has come to his

or their knowledge, under the penalty of ten pounds.
3oth. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Qwner or
Dirc&or of Slaves fhall have, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, on the.

-eftate or place where the Slaves ufually refide, a commodious hofpital er fick houfe,

furnithed with proper conveniences for.the fick, and a fufficient number of attend-"
ants, and fhall, under the penalty of twenty thillings, either in his own perfon or by
fome white perfon under his direCion, attend as often as may be requifite at:the-
hofpital or fick houfe, to fee that the fick are furnithed with the medicines that imi'y:
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‘be ordered for them by the faid praitioner or his affiftant, in the manner fo or-
dered, and alfo with fuch diet as the faid practicioner or his affiftant fhall reafonably
.direct to be given.
3ift. And be it further Enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That a book or regifter
‘fhall be provided and kept ‘on every fuch eftate by the Owner or Direétor, under
the penalty of forty fhillings, in which the pratitioner or affiflant fhall, alfo under
the penalty of forty -fhiilings, write in Englifh language, oppofite to the name of
each Slave fo being fick, his directions as to the time or times of adminiftering the
.medicines he intends to prefcribe, ftating the form in which they are to be fent,
whether in pills, powder, or mixture, or in whatfoever other form, and alfo as to
the diet to be provided for the Slave; and at the end of the fame dire&iors, he
" thall write his prefcriptions in the form ufually followed by medical practitioners.
32d. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever any
“Owner or Dire&or of any Slaves fhall have occafion to fend a fpecial call to the
pratitioner, who fhall have the care of the Slaves.under ‘his dire&ion, he fhall fend
the fame in writing in the faid book or regifter, ftating the time of the day or night
‘when he fends for the fame, to the beftof his knawledge, and the name, age, fex,
*_and bedily appearance of the Slave or Slaves on whofe account fuch call is made,
‘together with the moft material or urgent fymptoms which fuch Slave exhibits, and
any other circumftances that he may think will affift the faid practitioner in forming
a judgment of the.cafe, and may enable him to carry with _him fuch medicine as
he may from fuch ftatement judge to be proper, if he can go immediately to vific the
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faid Slave, or to fend.fuch medicines or direftions as may .be of ufe un:il he can -

-vifit him, -or caufe him or her to be vifited by his aflitant or fome other pra&itioner,
if he has fuch other urgent medical bufinefs to attend as to prevent his vifiting the
-fzid Slave immediately ; and that the faid praétitioner, his affiftant, or fome other free
perfon, who may be kept to make up and difpenfe medicines for him, fhall infert in
“the fame book or regifter, immediately after the ftatement hereinbefore directed to
.be made by the Owner or Dire@or of the Slave, the time, as nearly as he can, when
the faid call fhall arrive at the dwelling or other houfe of the faid praltitioner as
aforefaid, under the penalty of forty thillings. :

33d. And be it further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That every praitioner
‘fhall keep, under the penalty of five pounds, on every eftate under his refpettive
care, a fmall quantity of fuch medicines as may with fafety be left in the hands of a
perfon uufkilled in the fcience of medicine, to be at hand in cafe of fudden emer
gency, with fuch dire@ions as to their ufe as he may judge fufficient for the information
of the Owner or Dire&or of the Slaves, which dire&ions ought to be inferted in the
firft page of every new book or regifter fo to be provided and kept as aforefaid,
under the penalty of forty fhillings. . _

34th. And be it further Enated by the Authority aforefaid, That every Proprictor
of an eftate fhall employ fome medical gentleman, properly qualified, by the year,
provided the Proprietor of the iaid eftate is not a medical man himfclf, and provided
‘fuch medical affiftance can be procured upon reafonable terms, under the penalty of
.ten fhillings for every Slave upon fuch eftate. '

35th. And be it further Enalted by the Authority aforefaid, That, upon the firft
-day of January in every year, or at the firft meeting of the Council and Affembly
of the Ifland wherein the eftate hereafter mentioned may be fituated, the Owner or
Direfor of every Plantation within the Leeward Iflands; fhall, under the penalty of
one hundred pounds, return upon oath before the Council and Affembly of the faid
1fiands, a juft and true account of all birihs and deaths of the Slaves cn fuch Plan-
tation, and alfo of the manner in which, to the beft of his opinion and judgment,
the faid Slaves have been attended and provided for when fick for the preceding
year, or during fuch time as he hath had the pofleflion or managerment of fuchs
:Plantation ; and if any . Proprietor, Manager, or Diredtor, fhall quit a Plantation
where he has refided 2ny time, between the firft of January in one year, and the firlt
of January in the enfuing year, fuch Proprictor, Manager, or Director fhall, within
ten days after he has fo quitted fuch Plantation, make out fuch return, as before
dire&ed, vp ta the time when he dees fo remove, under the penalty laft aforefaid.

S 36th, And
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36th. And be it further Lnafled by the Authority aforefaid; That the door or

Chrifopher’s fyrgeon of every Plantation fhall, on the firft day of Janvary in every year, or at

the firlt meeting of the Council and Aflembly of the [fland whercin fuch eflates
fhall be fituated, return as aforefaid, upon oath, an account of the Slaves who have
died upon fuch Plantation in the preceding year, or during fuch time as he hath had
the care of fuch Slaves, with the real caufes of fuch deaths, to the beflt of his know-
ledge, judgmenr, and belief, and alo of the manner in which, to the beft of his
knowledge and belief, the invalid and fick Slaves have been treated and attended
to, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every fuch offence againft this
Claufe.

37th. And be it further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
Diretor of anv female Slave within the Leeward Iflands, who fhall be five months
gone with child, fhall keep and detain fuch female Slave upon the eftate to which
fhe belongs, ar all times when the other Slaves are at work, but not employ her
otherwife than in taking care of the children on the eftate, or other light work ; and

fuch-Owner or Dire&or fhall upon no account fuffer fuch female Slave to quit_ the

faid eftate at the times the other Slaves are at work and employed thereon; nor
fhall ary fuch female Slave be punifhed in any other manner than by confinement ;
and if any Owner or Diretor as aforefaid, fhall offend agaiaft this Claufe in any
refpect, he (rall forfeit for the fame the fum of five pounds ‘
38th. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever a Negro
woman Slave fhall be pregnant with her firft child, every Owner or Dire&or of
every fuch Negro woman Slave, fhall ere€t and build for her a roomy and com-
modious Negro houfe of two rooms; provided fhe has no fuch houfe, and fuch Pro-
prietor fhall not chufe to compel her to lay in in the ward or hofpital for lying-in

" women hereafter mentioned, under the penalty of twenty pounds.

39th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid. That where the num-
ber of female Slaves in any of the Leeward Iflands, in which a cargo of Slaves
fhall ‘be imported, fhall not exceed the number of males, the fum of ten ﬂiillings
fhall -be paid for every male fo imported; and alfo that the fum of fifty pounds
fhall be paid for every aged and infirm Negro Slave imported into any of the Lee-
ward Hlands in any cargo, after the expiration of two years from the publication of
:this A&. . '
4oth. And it is hereby further Ena&ted by the Authority aforefaid, That every
penalty and forfeiture impofed by this A&, not otherwife recoverable, fhall be re-
covered by warrant under the hands and feals of any two or more Juitices of the
Peace, direfted to the Provoft Marfhall or his lawful Deputy, who is hereby autho-
rized to levy the fame on the goods and chattels of every perfon or perfons offend-
ing againft this A&, and who fhall be convifted thereof before fuch Juftices, and
fhall bring the fame to {ale within ten days after fuch levy; and for the wancof fuch
goods and chattels, fuch offender fhall be committed to the common gaol of the
Ifland where fuch offence fhall be committed, for any time not exceeding fix months
nor lefs than five days, at the diferetion of fuch Juftices; and all fuch penalties and
forfeitures fhall go and belong to perfons informing againft fuch offender: Provided
neverthelefs, that every perfon fo convicted may appeal to the next Superior Court
of Criminal Jurifdi&ion, if he conceives himnfelf aggrieved, :
41ft. And whereas many perfons have often been prevented from fupplying their
Slaves with fufficient food and clothing, by the encumbered ftate of their property,
their Plantations and Slaves being fome time charged with mortgages ar -other in-
cumbrances to fo great an amount, as upon a levy and fale thereof to leave no fure
plus or fund for the fatisfation of debts due for provifions or clothing furnithed for
the neceflary fubfiftence of their Slaves, and merchants have therefore been dif-
couraged from felling provifions or clothing to perfons in doubtful or embarraffed
circumftances, to the very great diftrefs and danger of the Slaves, and alfo to the
manifelt prejudice of mortgagees or other creditors whofe facurities may cither
wholly, or in a very great meafure, depend upon the lives or good condition of fuch
Slaves; Be it therefore alfo enatted and ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That
all debts which, from and aft:r the publication of this A&, fhall be contra&ed by
the
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she Proprietor or Poffeffor of any piece or parcel of land cultivated and carried on
as a fugar, cotton, or coffee Plantation, by any Proprietor or Pofleffor of Slaves, not
Jefs than twenty in number generally employed as a tafk gang, or by the lawful
attorney or agent-of fuch Proprietor or Pofleflor, for any {pecies of provifions or
clothing hereinbefore mentioned and directed to be provided for Slaves, fhall be
deemed and confidered as fpecific or prior liens, or incumbrances, upon all and every
Slave and Slaves belonging to fuch Plantation or tafk gang, as far as the eftate or
iatereft of the Proprietor or Pofleffor of fuch Slave doth or can extend, to pay and
fatisfy the fame ; and that all and every fuch debe or debts fhall be paid and fatif-
fied in preference to any other debt or incumbrince whatfoever, although exifting
before the paffing of this A€, except debts now due or hereafter to become due to
-His Majety, His Heirs or Succeflors ; provided fuch provifions or clothing fhall
have been actually fold and delivered within the fpace or term of twelve calendar
months next before the commencement of any acion or fuit for recovering or en-
forcing payment for the farne, and that fuch a&ion or fuit be commenced, proccedcd
apen, tried, 2nd determined, in the manner and form hereinafter mentioned.
42d. And, in order to prevent perfons in diftrefled and embarraffed circumftances,
from fraudulently difpefing of or otherwife mifapplying any Negro provifions or
clothing, which they have procured in confequence of this A&, to the prejudice of
their former or other creditors, and that fuch frauds may the more eafily be de-
teéted and punifhed; Be it alfo Fpafted and Crdained by the Authority aforefaid,
That whenever any Negro provifions or clothing fhall be fold, and the perfon or
perfons felling the fame is or are defirous .that the Slaves of the perfon or perfons,
1o whom or for whofe ufe fach provifions or ciothing are fold and delivered, thould
be fpecifically bound for the payment of the Monies due or owing for the fame,
a memorandum in writing of fuch fale and delivery fhall, upon the fame day, be
made and entered in a book to be kept for that particular purpofe, and fuch
‘memorandum or entry fhall be figned by the perfon or perfons to whom or for
whofe ufe the faid provifions or clothing were fold and delivered, or by his, her,
or their lawful attorney or attornies, or known agent or white fervant; and if
the perfon or perfons to whom or for whofe ufe fuch provifien or clothing have
been {o fold and delivered, or his, her, or their attorney, or known azent or fervant,
thall fell, give away, or exchange the faid provifions or clothing, or any part or
or parcel thereof, then and in fuch cafe the perfon or perfons fo offending, fhall
for every fuch offence forfeit and pay the fum of five hundred pounds; and if
fuch fine fhall not be paid during the Sitting or Seflion of the Coust before whom
the faid offence fhall be profecuted, fuch offender or offenders fhall fuffer ene
year’s imprifonment, without bail or mainprizz, in lieu, of the faid fine.

43d. And be it alfo Enacted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, Thae.

whenever any complaint or information, in writing, of or concerning the felling,
giving awav, or exchanging any Negro provifions or clothing, contrary to the true

intent and meaning of this Act, fhall be made or exhibited to any Juftice of the .

Peace, it fhall and may be lawful to and for fuch Juftice, and he 1s hereby re-
quired to order and dire&t any perfon or perfons having in his, her, or their cuftody,
poflcfion, or power, any book or books wherein any memorandum or acknow-
ledgmenr, in writing, of the fale and delivery of any Negro provifions or cloth-
ing fhall be made or entered in purfuance of this A&, to produce before him
fuch book or books, and alfo to examine upon oath fuch perfon or perfons, or any
other perfon or perfons whom he in his difcretion fhall think proper, touching
the faid book or books, or the entries made or contained therein, fo far as the

H.
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fam¢ fhall appear to be neceffary or material for the proof or fupport of the faid

complaint or information, and alfo to require and take from the perfon or perfons
having in his, her, or their cuftody, poffcflion, or powet, fuch book or books,
a recognizange in and for the fum of five hundred ‘pourids current gold or filver
money, conditioned for the appearance of fuch petfon or perfons ac the Court
wherein fuch complaint or information is intended to be further grofecuted, and
for his, her, or their producing before the Grand Jury and Petit Jury of the

faid Court, fuch book or baoks, or writings, as in the faid recognizance fthall be .

119. particularly
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particularly meationed and fpecified, and for his, her, ortheir duly attending e
give evidence or teftimony at or upon the trial of any indi¢tment or mformatxo_n which
Ahall be preferred or profecuted for the felling, giving away, or exchanging any
‘Negro provifions or clothing, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this
A&, or to the like purport or effect; and if fuch Jperfon or perfons fhall refufe 1o

- _produce fuch book or books, or to be examined touching the {ame as aforefuid, or

to enter into a recognizance to the purport or effet aforefaid, he, fhe, or they
fhall, by warrant-under the hand and feal of fuch Jufttice, b; commizted to the com.
‘mon gaol, there to remain, without bail or maiaprize, until he, fhe, or they fhall
fubmit to produce fuch book or books, and be examined touching the fame, and
to enter into fuch recognizance as aforefaid. »
44th.  And be it afo Ena&ed and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That if
‘upon the trial of any indictment or information which may be profecuted for the
faid offence, it thall appear to the Court and Jury before whom fuch indictment or
1information fhall be tried, that, within the fpace of three calendar months next be-
fore the commiffion of the fa& charged in fuch indi®ment or information, any
Negro provifions or clothing have been fold and deiivered in purfuance of this
A&, for the ufe of the Slaves belonging to the Plantation or tafk gang in the pof-
{eflion, or under the care or dire@ion of the defendant or defendants to fuch indi&-
-ment or information, and that a memorandum or entry of fuch fale and delivery in
‘manner and form hereinbefore mentioned, hath been duly made, and the faid de-
fendant or defendants fhall not be able to prove that the Negro provifions and
«clothing, for the:fale, gift, or exchange whereof the faid indi&ment or information
is profecuted, were not purchafed and delivered in purfuance of this A&, bit upon
‘the credic of the perfon or perfons to whom and for whofe ufe the fame were fold
-and delivered, fuch omiffion or want of proof by or on the part of fuch defendant
or defendants, fhall be deemed and taken as fufficient evidence or proof to the Grand

Jury and Petit Jury that fuch Negro provifions or clothing have been fold, given

-away, or exchanged, contrary to the intention of this At. ,

45th. And be it alfo Ena®ed and Ordained by the Authority aforefa’d, That when
-any action or fuit {hall be commenced and profecuted for the payment or recovery of
any monies due or owing for Negro provifions or clothing, and it is intended that
fuch action or fuit fhall operate or take effe& as a’ prior charge or lien upon the
-Slaves of the defendant or defendants to fuch altion or fuit, or of his, her, or their
teftator or teftatrix, or inteftate, under or by virtue of this A&, the declaration or

-counts in fuch a&tion or fuit thall not mention or contain any article, confideration, o+

caufe of altion whatfoever, other than the fale and delivery of fuch provifions or
clothing; nor fhall the Jury, upon the trial of fuch a&ion or fuit, find or af:fs any

-other or greater damages by way of intereft or otherwife, than the amount or value .

of the provifions or clothing alually fold and delivered to fuch defendant or

-defendants, or his, h=r, or their teftator, teftatriz, or inteftaze, within the faid term
‘of twelve calender months next before the commencement of fuch a&ion or fuit;

nor fhall any damages whatfoever be found or affeffed in fuch aétion or {uir, unlefs a
particular account of the feveral quantities of the faid provifions or clothing, and the
price or prices at or for which the fame were actually fold and delivered, be. pro-
duced and proved in open Courr; and it be alfo proved, that a memorandum or ac-
knowledgment, in writing, of the fale and delivery of fuch provifions or clothing was

- uly made and eatered in the manner and form hereinbefore mentioned ‘and re-

quired; nor fhall any other admiflion, acknowledgment, or confeflion of the des
tendant or defendants in fuch action or fuit, or of any other perfon or perfons on his,
her, or their part or behalf, be received or admitted as proot of the fale or delivery -
of fuch provifious or clothing, or any part thereof;; any law, ufage, or cultom to the

coptrary notwithftanding, =~
46th. And be it alfo Ena@ed and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That izame-
diately after the verdi& of the Jury fhall be given in fuch a@ion or fuit, the fecretary
or clerk of the Court fhall add to the entry of fuch verdi@ the following ‘words, viz.
“ according to the form and effe® of the A& of the General Council and General
Affembly of theLcewardCharibbeeIflands,‘” andthe fame words thall alfo be mentioned
in
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n the entry of any jndgment which fhall be obtained" upon fuch verdi, and in .any

writ of execution iffued upon fuch judgment, and alfo in the entry or notice of fuch Chri

execution, in the books of the Provoft Marfhal, Deputy Provoft Marfhal, or other
perfon to whom the faid writ of execution fhall be delivered. '

* 47th. And be it alfo Enacted and Ordained by the Authority aforcfaid, That all
Slaves belonging to the perfon or perfons to whom or for whofe ufe fuch provifions
or clothing were fold and delivered, fhail be bound and be liable for the payment or
(atisfation of any writ of execution which fhall be iffued upon any judgment obtained
:n fuch acion or fuir, in the manner ard form hereinbefore mentioned, provided fuch
-judgment fhall be obtained within the fpace or term of nine calendar months next after
the commencement of fuch a&ion or fuit; and that when any writ or writs of exe-
cution have been already iffued againft the defendant or defendants in fuch aétion or
fuit, or his or their anccftor, teftator, or inteftate, the plaintiff or plaintiffs in fuch

a&ion or fuit, or fome other perfon or perfons on his, ber, or their behalf, fhall make .

oath before any Judge or Juflice of the Court wherein fuch acion or fuit hall be
commenced, of the monies which, according to the beft of his, her, or their knowledge
and beliet, are rezlly and bond fide due or owing unto fuch plaintiff or plaintiffs, and
deliver a true copy of fuch affidavit or depofition, after the farne hath been filed in the
proper office, unto the Provoft Marfhal, or ether officer whofe duty it may be to
levy the faid writ or writs of execution, together with a notice in writing, figned by
fuch plaintiff or plaintifis, or his, her, or their counfel or attorney, requiring the faid
Provoft Marfhal, Deputy Provoft Marthal, or other officer, if any monies thould be
received by him under or by virwe of the faid writ or writs of execution, to keep and
retain fo much of the faid monies as will be fufficient to fatisfy any judgment which
may thereafter be obtained in fuch a&ionor fuit.

48th.And be it alfo Enalted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That all judg-
ments recovered againft any executors or admimiftrators for monies due or owing for
Negro provifions and clothing, fold and delivered to their teftator or inteftate, -in
purfuance of this Act, fhall be paid and fatisfied in preference to any other judg-
ment, incumbrance, or debt whatfoever, other than debts due to His Majetty, His
Heirs or Succeflors ; provided that an aftion or fuit for the recovery of the faid
monies fo due and owing for Negro provifions and clothing, be commenced within
‘one calendar month next after the will of the perfon to wiom or for whoft ufe the

faid provifions or clothing were fold and delivered, hath been proved and recorded,,

or letters of adminiftration of the goods and chattels, rights and credics, of the perfon
to whom or for whofe ufe fuch provifions or clothing were fuld and delivered, hath
been obtained, and that fuch fuit be profecuted to judgment with effed, and wichout
any improper or umeceffary delay whatfoever.

49th. Andbe it alfo Enafled and Ordained by the Authority aforefuid, That ifany
doubt or difficulty fhall arife upon the “confirudion of any fedion, claufe, or
fentence, contained in this Aét, fuch fe&ion, claufe, or fentence, thall always be
favourably conftrued, in fuch manner and form as will beft tend to promote and
fecure the protetion and comfort of Slaves, according to the true intent and meaning
.of this A&.

soth. And be it alfo Enatted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That if any
aQion, fuit, or profecution, fhall be commenced or profecuted againft any Juttice or
Juftices, or any other perfon or perlons, for any matter or thing done or performed
under or by virtue of this A&, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the defendant or
defendants in fuch a&ion, fuit, er profecution, to plead the general iffue, and to give
this A& and the fpecial matter in evidence ; and if the plaintiff or plaintiffs, pro-
fecutor or profecutors in fuch a&ion, fuit, or profecution, fhall be nonfuited, or dif=
continue fuch aétion, fuit, -er prefecution, or judgment fhail be given againft fuch
plaintiff or plaintiffs, or profecuter or profecutors, upon verdi&, demurrer, or other-
wife, fuch plaintiff or plaintffs, or profecutor_or profecurors, thall pay to fuch de-
fendant or defendants treble cofts of fuit, for which fuch defendant or defendants
~ fhall have the like remedy as any other defendant or defendants have or may have

in other acions or fuits.
sift. And
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Bt " 21ft. And beit alfo Enacted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That nothing
oChriflophet’s™ 1. inbefore contained fhall extend or be conftrucd to extend to prevent or hinder
. the ‘Legifature -of anyIfland or Iflands within the government of the Leeward
‘Charibbee [flands, from making and pafling any law or laws which may be thought
neceflary or proper for the better {ubliftence or protection of the Slaves in fuch
1fland, or for explaining or amending any of the .claufes or fentences in this A&
hereinbefore mentioned and contained; fo as. fuch law or laws do not contain any
claufe, matter, or thing, which fhall in any degree leffen or reitrain any protection,
privilege, or indulgence, provided or granted to Slaves by this A&, according to

‘the true intent and meaning thereof.

§2d. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Penalties here-
by impofed, and not hereinbefore provided for, fhall be recoverable by indi@ment
or informationin any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record, within any of the faid
Iflands where fuch penalties may be incarred ; and that fuch penalties, when fo
recovered, fhall be paid into the public treafury of .the faid Ifland, to be appro—
priated for the public ufes thereof : Provided always, and it is hereby exprefsly de-
clared, that this A& fhall not be in force, or have any effet or operation whatfo-

ever, until appraved and confirmed by His Majefty, and fuch approbation and con-
firmation fhall have been duly fignified and publifhed.

Dated in St. Chriftopher, this 21ft day of April, in- the 38th year
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Thied, by the
grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King,
Defender of the Faith and fo forth, and in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight.

‘Read and paffed the General Affembly, Read and pafled the General Council,

this 16th day of April 1798. this 2oth day of April, 1798.
(Signed ~ Fa* Ward, {Signed) = E. Moore,
Clerk of Gen' Affembly. Cletk of the General Council.
(Signed) 0. 2. 4p, :
Speaker.

(3.)—In Prefident Thomfon’s of 4th May 1798. -
Proceedings of the General Council, St. Chriftopher’s, March and April 1748.

JOURNAL of the GENERAL COUNCIL, Thur(day
March 1, 1798.

SAINT CHRISTOPHER. . A

: At a Meeting of the General Council of the Leeward
Iflands, held at the Council Chamber, in the town
of Baffeterre, in the faid Ifland, on Thurfday the 1ft day
of March 1798.

- Prefent
The Honourable Robert Thomfon, Efquire, Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c.
Honourable Richard lles, Efg. Prefident. :

Andrew Hamilton,
Thomas J. Cottle,
William Woodley,
‘Sir Patrick Blake, Bart.
James Athill,
John Taylor,
Edward B. Wyke, efquires.

HIS Honour the Commander in Chief having appointed Eumenes Moore,
efquire, the Deputy Secretary of Saint Chriftopher, the Clerk of the General
' . Council,
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Council, and Thomas Berkeley, efquire, the alting Marfhal thercof, they refpec-
tively took the ufual oaths of Government and fubfcribed the teft. :

The feveral mandamufies for the iflands of Nevis, St. Chrittopher, Antigua,
and Montferrat, under the hand and feal of his Honour the Commander in Chief,
appointing the above Gentlemen members of the General Council, were then read
by the Clerk, and by the direction ot his Honour, they feverally took the ufual
oaths of Government, fubfcribed the teft, and took their feats at the Board accord-:
ingly. : : oo '
gTyhc honourable Richard Tles, being by writ of ‘mandamus under the royal’
fignature the fenior Councellor, was thereupon, by his Honour the Commander’
in Chief’s dirc&ion, called to the Chair, and took his feat 2s Prefident of the Board
accordingly. )

- The feveral Writs of election were then read, with therefpetive Returns thereon’
made, whereby it appeared that the following Gentlemen were duly elected to ferve
as Reprefentatives in the General Affembly of the Leeward 1flands+

‘William Higgins, George Webbe, Sen. Sholto Archbald, James Huggins,
William Laurence, efquires; for the ifland of Nevis. . ) .
William A. Mardenbrough, Milward Crooke, John Whitehall, Richard
Julivs, Clement Caines, efquires; for Saint Chriftcpher.
John Burke, Henry B. Lightfoot, Ifaac Field Thibou, Thomas Scotland,
Danicl Hill, jun. efquires; for Antigua.
John Bugh Allen, Oliver Yeamans Afh, William Danicll, William Furlonge,.
~~ jun. Michael Furlonge, cfquires; for Montferrat. .

‘His Honour the Commander in Chief then dire&ted the Marfhal to defire the.
attendance of the aforegoing Gentlemen of the General Affembly in the Council
Chamber to be fworn; and the Gentlemen attending accordingly, they took the
ufual oaths of Government and fubfcribed the teft. o

His Honour thereupon defired them to withdraw and make choice of a Speaker;
and they withdrew accordingly—The Gentlemen of the General Affembly again
repaired to the Council Board, and prefented John Burke, efquire, to his Honour,
the Commander in Chief, whom they declared to have unanimoufly chofen as their
Speaker, and his Honour was pleafed to declare nis approbation thereof. M.
Speaker thereupon took the ufual oaths of Government, fubfcribed the teft, and
made the ufual demand of freedom of debate and privileges in the name and on.
the behalf of himfelf and the General Affembly, asis exercifed by the Commons of
Great Britain; and then, together with the Gentleinen of that Houfe, withdrew,

James Ward, efquire, as Clerk of the General Aflembly, and David Kelly,
efquire, as Serjeant at Arms, attended the Board, and, by direction of his Fonour
the Commander in Chief, took the ufual oaths and fubfcribed the teft,

His Honour the Comimander in Chief again’ direted the Marfhal to defire the
attendance of Mr. Speaker, and the Gentlemen of the Geaeral Affembly in the
Council Chamber, who attending accordingly, his Honour was thereupon pleafed to
make the following Speech to both Houfes:

M. Prefident and Gentlemen of the General Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the General Affembly,

IN compliance with the withes and folicitations of the feveral Legiflatures within
this Government, I have called you together to take into your confideration, and
to concert the beft means for carrying into effect, the objecs contained in the Refo-
lution of the Houfe of Commons, entered into on the 6th day of April laft,
which I have directed to be laid before you. _

- ¥ou will find in that Refolution, Gentlemen, objects-of the fitft importance to

the Britith Sugar Colonies, which, by the wifdom of Farliament, and His Majefty’s'

moft gracious condefcenfion, are now fubmitted to a body of men, whofe local
knowledge and experience are beft adapted to form fuch wife and falutary meafures,
as, I have no doubt, will produce the happieft’ effeéts.

t19; The
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The increafe of our Negroes'by propagation, ‘rather than by importation, is an

St.
WFhrilupher’s ok to be withed for by us all, whoknow the fuperior value of Creole Negroes

ta thofe imported from Africa; and furely to every hum_anc mind it.rx}u[’c prave a
fubje& of the moft pleafing contemplation, to-behold his Gang thriving and in~
creafing under his foftering hand. 1 am therefore perfuaded, you will devote your
attention to the removal of every'kind of impediment, that may appear to you te
ftand in the way-of accomplithing fo defirable an objeét. .

" The moral ‘and religious improvement of -our Negroes, by introducing more
-order and regularity into our Gangs, you muft be fenlible will, among other good
‘and advantageous purpofes, contribute to the increafe of the fpecies; for it muft be
«obfervable by all, that a failure in this-refpect is not fo much owing to oppreffive
labour, as to the licentious manners and habirts of the Slaves.

If the Legiflature of the Parent State have wifely abandoned the idea of a
forced and abrupt abolition of the Slave Trade, and with to fece whether it can be
gradually accomplithed by natural means, let -us, on our part, do every thing in
.our power to try the experiment fairly.

Itis-with the greateft pleafure and fatisfaction that I'have obferved, during forty
years refidence .in this country, a gradual improvement and melioratien in the con-
dition of the Slaves, and feveral laws paffed in the different Iflands to protet them
from cruelty and oppreflion. I am fully perfuaded, it will be your inclination to ex-
.tend thefe blelings to that race of people, as far as you fhall deem them confiftent
-with that fubordination which has of late, more than ever, been evinced to be fo
.effential to the prefervation of peace and good order in fociety.

1 am fure I (hall meet your withes, Gentlemen, in recommending to you a revifion
-of all the laws which have been pafied, and are now in force, in the different iflands
.of this Government, relative to the Slaves ; adopting all the wholefome regulations,
and reje@ting thofe which on certain exigencies might have been deemed proper, but
from a change of times and circumftances are no longer neceflary, and may appear
to you harfh and oppreflive; and form an entire new code, anfwerable to all the be.
neficial purpofes of our fyftem of Slavery, in which, ne doubt, among other things,
the food and clething of the Negroes will appear to you to be objects highly worthy of
attention. ‘ :

Among other matters of public concern to thefe Iflands, the ftate of the coinage
is one that requires your ferious confideration, The depreciation of the gold coin,
in particular, has got to that excefs, as threatens to be very deftruétive to commerce,

and calls aloud for regulation.

The alarming progrefs which the moft loathfome of all difeafes, the leprofy, has
made in thefe Iflands, demands your interference ; and I fubmit to you, Gentlemen,
whether a feparation of that milerable and unhappy clafs of people, from the found
and healthy part of the community, and fending them to fome proper place, where
they may be fupported at the joint and preportionate expence of all the Iflands with-
in’ this Government, will not prove the moft cfe€tual check to that increafing
-evil ?

1 will only now add, that the fubjefts which I ‘have laid before you are of deep
.and difficult confideration, and "therefore merit all that calmnefs and temper in your
deliberations and difcuflions which are {o neceffary to the elucidatien of truth, and
carrying convi&tion to the mind; and befides thefe, I (hall moft heartily and cheer-
fully co-operate with you in every thing elfe, tending to promete the general utility
and welfare of the Leeward Iflands. ‘ _ ‘

In all your proceedings, Gentlemen, I hope to fee unanimity prevail, and wifdom.
amark your pregrefs. ,

A Copy whereof having been delivered to Mr. Prefident of the General Council,
with a Copy of the Refolution of the Houfe of Comnmons mentioned in.his Honour’s
Speech, and -Copies thercof unto Mr. Speaker of the General Aflembly, the latter
.then withdrew, . .

‘His Honour the Commander in Chicf here retired from the Board, . N

Ordered, Upon motion made and feconded, That his Honour’s fpeech be now:
wead at the Board, and the fame having been read accordingly, the hoaourable M:;.,

o ' Achill,
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Athill, the “honourable Sir Patrick Blake, and the honourablé Mr. Wyke, Were,
-upon motion made and feconded, named by Mr. Prefiderit asa Committee of this
:Board, to draw up an Addrefs, in an{wer to the Speech delivered this ‘day by his
Honour to both Houfes.

Ordered, -Upon motion made and feconded, That the honourable Mr.,Woodley,
-the honourable Mr. Hamilton, and the honourable Mr. Cottle, be a Committee to
draw up Rules and Orders to be adopted by the General Council for the regula-
-tion of its proceedings.

‘Ordered, Upon motion made and feconded, That this Board do enter into the
following Refolution: , .

‘Refolved, That a2 Meffage be fent to the Houfe of General Aflembly, to requeft
that Houfe will appoint a Committee to join a Committee of this Board, to fettle the
.mode of adjournment to be adopted ; and the following Meflage was fent accord-
dnglys : '
oe y ‘His .Honour the Prefident and-General Council, to the Gentlemen
. of the General Aflembly,

Gentlemen, _

THIS Board requeft-your-Houfe will appoint a-Committee to join the one named
:by the Board, to fettle the mode of adjournment to be adopted ; -and the Board has
rominated ‘the honourable -Mr. Achill and the honourable Mr. Taylor as its Com-
smittee for that,pu;gofc.

‘Signed, by command,
: E. Maore,

‘ _ Clerk of General Council.
Council Chamber, 1ft March 1748, - '

The ‘Gendemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council, .

THIS Houfe concur with your Board in the appointment of 2 Committee, to fettle’
‘the mode of adjournment to be adopted'; -and has appointed Mr. Julius, Mt. Crooke,
‘Mr. Ath, Mr. William Furlonge, and Mr. Huggins, as a Committee of this Houfe,
it0-join the Members nominated by your Board,

Affembly Room, it March 1798. : Jobn Burke, Speaker,

The Gentlemen from both Houfes, appointed as 2 Committee to fettle the mode
of adjournment to be adopted, then repaired to the Committee Chamber; and after
fome time fpent therein, the Committee of the ‘Board returned, and reported that
the joint®Committee had agreed to the foliowing Report, which was then laid before
the Board and read : , :

« The Committee appointed by the Honourable Board of General Council and
the Honourable Houfe of General Affembly, beg leave to fubmit the following
Report : :

‘l‘)oThat it is expedient for the perfet accomplithment of the bufinefs for which
‘the General Council and-Aflfembly are convened, to preferve the two Houfes, as much
as poflible, from the interruption of each other.

¢ That a mutual adjournment will be attended with an interference which cannot
anfwer even a formal end; but mightcompel the attendance of both Houfes, when
there exifts a neceffity for one only. : _ ,

« That each Houfe fhall have a power of adjournment independently from day
to day; but in cafe of an adjournment for any further time, then the fame fhall be
fubmitted to the difcretion of his Honour the Commander in Chief. L

* That the meeting each day fhall be at twelve of the clock ; but it is the opi-
nion of the Committee, that Saturday fhall be a day of recefs,

Fames Arbill,
Fobn Taylor,
Rd, Fulius, .
Mtlward ‘Crooke,
0. 7. Ap,
Fames Huggins,
Wm. Furlonge.

aft March 1748,
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Ordered, Upon motion made and feconded, - That this Board do approve of the

~ -Chriftopher’s Report of its Committee, and that a Meflage be fent to the General Affembly, de-

firing the concurrence of that Houfe thereto—the following Meflage was fent accord-

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the Gentlemen
of the General Affembly.

‘Gentlemen,
THE Report herewith fent, has been laid before this Board by its Committee,
and approved ; and if your Houfe concur therein, his Honour the Prefident will

{end a Copy thereof to his Honour the Commander in Chicf, for his approbation.

Signed, by command,
E. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.
Council Chamber, 1ft March 1798.

The Committee of this Board, appointed to draw up Rules and Orders as to the

-mode of its Proceedings, laid before the Board the following Report, which, after

having been read, was, upon motion made and feconded, approved, and ordered to
be entered upon the Minutes.

The Committee, appointed to draw up Rules and Orders to be adopted for the -
Regulation of the Proceedings of the General Council, fubmit the following Rules
-and Otrders to the confideration of the Board of General Council :

1. That the hour of meeting of the Board fhall be at twelve o’clock at noon.

2. That the Board will continue to fic till five o’clock in the afternoon, unlefs pre-
vioufly adjourned. )

3. That a Member fhall not quit the Board without permiffion from the Com-
mander.in Chief or Prefident. :

4. That Members fhall carry down Mcflages to the Houfe of Affembly in rota-
tion. -
" 5. That every Member fhall rife from his feat, on a Meffage being announced
from the Affembly. _

6. That every Member ihall rife from his feat when he delivers his fentiments to
the Board. -

7. That no Member fhall interrupt another Member whilft he is fpeaking, or by
any means interrupt the bufinefs of the Board.

8. Thatif two Members rife at the fame inftant to fpeak, the Prefident fhall de-
termine which fhall be heard fint. '

0. That 2 Member fhall not be permited to fpeak twice upon the fame fubjelt,
unlefs for the purpofe of explaining what he may have previoufly faid, exceptin a
Committee of the whole Board. :

1o. That a Member fhal} not be permitted to ftart any fubjeét foreign to the point
in -debate. - ‘

11. That no fubje& touching the prerogative of the Commander in Chicf, or
the privileges of this Board, thall be agitated in his prefence. ' '

32. That no fuhje& touching the application of money, or with which the power
of the Commander in Chief is the leaft conneted, fhall be agitated in his prefence.

13. That every motion made by the Members of this Board fhall be put in
writing. ' '

Adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, then to meet the General Affembly.

By command,
E. Moore,

' Clerk of General Council.
Council Chamber, 1ft March 1798.

Sr.



LEEWARD ISLANDS. 33 H.

ST, CHRISTOPHER. At a Meeting of the General Council of the Leeward

Iflands, held at the Council Chamber in the Town of Chriftophes’s

Baffeterre, in the faid Ifland, on Friday the 2d Day of
March 1798. :

Prefent,

'The honourable Robert Thomfon, efquire, Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c.
‘ _ Honourable Richard lles, efquire, Prefident.

Andrew Hamilton,

Thomas J. Cottle,

William Woodley,

Sir Patrick Blake, bart.

James Athill,

Joha Taylor,

Edward B. Wyke, c[quires.

THE honourable Mr. Prefident dire@ed the Minutes of - the lalt Meeting of the
General Council to be read ; and the fame were read by the Clerk accordingly.

The honourable Mr. Athiil, from the Committee appointed to prepare an Addrefs,
in anfwer to his Honcur the Commander in Chief’s Speech, delivered by him at
the laft Meeting of the Board, reported that the fame was prepared, and laid it before
the Board. ‘

Ordered, That the Addrefs be read, and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, Upon motion made and {-conded, That this Board do approve ‘of the
Addrefs; and that the Marfhal do wait upon his Honour the Commander in Chief,
to defire to know his pleafure ‘'when and where his FHonour would be pleafed to
receive the fame.

The Marfhal returned and informed the Board, that his Honour the Commander
in Chief had dire@ed him to acquainc the Board, that he fhould immediately repair

to the Board of General Council, and be then ready to receive its Addrefs. His -

Honour the Commander in Chief having taken his feat at the Board, the honourable
Mr. Prefident then addreffed his Honour in the following words:

To the honourable Robert Thomf{on, efquire, Commander
in Chicf for the time being, in and over all His Ma-
jefty’s Leeward Charibbee lflands in America, Chan-
cellor, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the fame, &c.
&ec. &c.

The Addrefs of the General Council of the Leeward Iflands.

May it pleafe your Honour,

WE his Majefty's moit dutiful and loyal {ubjes, the Preflident and Members
of the General Council of the L-eward Ifiands, beg leave to return our fincere and
hearty thanks for your Speech delivered to both Houles of Legiflature, now fitting
in General Affembly. : :

We are highly fenfible of the goodnefs that induced yvour Honour, in comptiance
with the wifhes and folicitatiors of the feveral Legiflatures wichin this Government,
to call us together, to deliberate on the beft means for carrying into effect the ob-
je&s centained in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, entered into on the
fixth day of April 1aft, which you have been plealed to direét to be Jaid before us.

We beg leave to afiure you, that we will cheeifully enter upon the duties of our
prefent ttation, and give that ferious attention to the important objelts you have fub-
mitted to our confideration, which they demand.

We hope your Honour will believe, that, in fpite of the various calumnies which
have been for many years paft beaped on His Mujefty’s faithful fubjects in the Weft
Indies, we view with the faime pleafure and fatisfaction, which you have been pleafed
to exprefs, the gradual improvement and melioration in the condition of the Slaves
in the different Iflands of this Government, and the protection afforded to them by

119, : T laws

St

285



286

H.

St
Chiiftopher’s

34 SLAVE TRADE~WEST INDIES

laws at once juft and humane; and we look forward with the moft pleafing feafa-
tions to the opportunity we now have of eftablithing a fyltem, which, by farther im-

proving their cordition, by introducing more order and regularity among them, and

by promoting their improvement in morality and religion, as fir as may be poflible,
may tend to increafe their propagation, and enable us to diminith the number of
Africans to be hereafter imported: Bur we conceive that the Weft India iflands
never could have been, nor ever can be, cultivated to effect, without the right, of
which we truft no power will endeavour to deprive us, of obtaining labourers from
Africa; a right under which our anceftors were induced to fettle in thefe Colonies,
which hath been fan&ioned by repeated atts of the Britith Parliament, and the vio-
lation of which mult be confidered as an aét of the greateft oppreflion.

The depreciation of the gold coin in thefe Iflands muft fill the inhabitants with
the moft ferious apprehenficns for its immediate confequences, and we humbly thank
your Honour for direCting our attention to that as well as to the other objets you
have been pleafed to mention; and we affure vou, that we wiil pay every atten-
tion to them, and to every other fubject that may tend to promate the general utility
and welfare of thefe Colonies.

We defire your Honour will accept our particular thanks for the hearty and cheer-
ful co-operation you have been fo obliging as to offer, in promoring the great and
important objets of the Seflion of General Affembly ; and we affure you, Sir, that we
will molt readily devote curfelves to the atiainment of thole objeéls, by all the
means of which we are in poficfiion.

Rickard Iles, Prefident.
T. F. Cottle,

Andrew Hamilton,
Pairick Blake,

E. B. I'yle,

Fames Athill,

William Woedley,

Feen Taylor.

A verbal Meflage came from the Gentlemen of the General Aflembly to his
Horour the Commander in Chief in General Council, defliring to know if it was
his Honour’s pleafure then and there 1o receive the Addrefs of that Houfe in an-
fwer to his Speech ; and his Honour fignifying that he was ready to receive the
fame, Mr. Speaker and the Gentlemen of the General Affembly atrended in the
Council Chamber, and Mr. Speaker thereupon addrefied his Hoacur the Com-
mander in Chief in the following words :

To the Honourable Robert Thompfon, Efquire, Com-
mander in Chief for the time being, in and over all His
Majefty’s Leeward Chiaribbee 1flands in America, Chan-
cellor, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the fame, &c.

~&e. &

May it pleafe your Honour,

WE the Members of the General Aflembly of tha Leeward 1lands, beg leave to
-exprefs the grateful fenfe we entertain of your artntion to the different parts of your:
Government. The objects contained in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of
the 6th of April laft, naturally imprefied the different Legiflatures with the necef-
fity of mature and [peedy deliberation, and jour ready compliance with their withes
has afforded the moft fatisfa&ory refl=@tion,

Whatever materiaily reiates to fo important a part of the Empire as the Sugar
Colonies, muft become an urgent fubje& of confidicration, and demands the greateft
energy and exertions on our part. It is with pride, Sir, we obferve, that in no
inftance has His Majelly’s parental care had been more emphatically manifefted, than
in having confided to thofe, w!iofe local knowledge and experience render them motft
competent, the enquiry and cttablithments prepefed. The
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‘The natural increafe of our Negroes by propagation is an obje to be ardently
defired ; and the Welt India character of humanity, with a very few exceptions, we
truft, evinces the propriety of your Honour’s obfervation, that it is a fubjelt of the
moft pleafing contemplation to the Proprietor to behold his Slaves thriving and in-
creafing under his foftering band, We thall, however, direct our artention to thofe
obftacles that may appear to impede this end. o

We fhall alfo attend, Sir, to the toral and religious improvement of the Ne-
grees; and we cannot but be fenfible, that undifciplined nature is too prone to thofe
licentious manners and evil habits which your Fonour has fercibly deflcribed.

We truft and hope, Sir, that the Legifiature of the Parent State will wifely aban-
don the abolition of a trade {anctioned and encouraged by feveral A&s of Parlia-

ment, and which is clofely interwoven and conncéted with the cominercial intereft

of the Empire at large. ‘

It is a plealing reflection, Sir, that your Honour’s refidence of forty years in this
country, bears an unerring and ample teftimony of a gradual improvement and me-
}ioration in the condition of the Slaves, As it is our inclination, fo it fhail be our
endeavour, to extend every blelling o a race of people pecuiiarly usder our care and
protetion, as far as is confiltent witia the fubordinaticn which is eflential to the pre-
ferva:ion of peace ard good order, and to the aftual fafery of Tlis Mojelty’s Weft
India Colonics.

We are fenfible, Sir, thata revifion of the laws relating'to the Slaves is indifpen-
fible ; by paying a proper regard to them, we fhall be able to confirm and enlarge
fuch as may be deemed expedient, and to reject ihefe which appear oppreflive and
are no longer neceffury.

The fluétuating and unfettled ftate of the coin, we confider a ferious public con-
cern, and we fhall purfue fuch meafures as may prevent the depreciation thereof in
future. '

The alarming progrefs, Sir, which the horrid difcale of the Jeprofy has made,
calls upen us tor our moft ferious attenzion, and we fhall endeavour to devile
eFe@tual means for the removal of ir, and to preveat the further increzfe of fo great
an evil,

We thall proceed, Sir, with unremitting exertions to the diftharge of the imper~
tant duaties committed to us, and we return your Honobr our fincere thanks for your
affurance of co-operating with us in every thing tending to promote the general
utility and weifare of the Leeward Iflands. —

The Speaker, wiih the Gentlemen of the General Afembly, then returned back
to their Houle.

His Honour the Commander in Chief here withdrew,

Ordered, tipon motion made and feconded, That an application be made by the
honourable Mr. Prefident to his Honour the Conmander in Chief, requefting he
wou'd be picaled to lay before the General Council a copy of his Grace the Duke of
Portland’s Letter, which accompanied the Refolution of the honourable the Houfe
.of Coramons, referred to by his Honour’s fpecch, and any ocher Papers that can tend
to afilt the General Council in their enquiries on the fubject matiers contsined in
his Honour’s fpeech, :

The honourable Mr. Prefident informed the Board, that he had made an appli-
cztion to his Fonour the Commander in Chicf for copy of his Grace the Duke of
Portland’s Leter and other Papers, and that his Honcur had given the neceflary
direftions to the proper officer to furnith the Board of General Council with that
and whatever Papers they might require.

Ordered, upon motion made and feccnded, That a Committee be appointed to
infpec the Laws refpeCting the Slaves in the different 1flands of this Government, and
to report the fame as fpeedily as poflibie to this Board ; and the honourable Mr.
Wyke, the honourable Mr. Athill, the honourable Mr. Woodley, and the honour-
able Mr. Cottle, were named as a Committee for that purpofe.
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JOURNAL of the GENERAL COUNCIL, Monday
March 5, 1798.

Ordered, That the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons,
mentioned in his Flonour the Commaader in Chief’s
Speech, withthe circular Letter accompanying it, be now
read; and the fame were read accordingly in the follow-
ing words:

Txtrad of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland ;
- dated May 6th, 1797.

(Circular.) (Duplicate.)
Sir, .

I HAVE received His Majefty’s commands, to tran{init to you the enclofed Re-
folution of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft, rcfpecting the Negroes
in His Majefty’s Plantations in the Weft'Indies, and to fignify to you His Royal
Pleafure, that you fhould take the earlieft opportunity of communicating it to the
Councils and Affemblies of the Leeward Iflands, to whole particular attention and
confideration you will recommend the formation of fuch a fyftem of meafures, as may
appear to them beft fuited to the actaioment of the feveral important objeéts which
are fpecified in the Refolution.  You will not fail to tranfmit to me from time to
time, accounts of the proceedings of the Legiflatures of your Iflards, in confequence
of this communication: And I defire you will take care, in your firft difpatches, to
inform me whether any meafures have been already taken by the Legiflatures of
the Iflands, which may tend to promote the purpofes exprefled by the Refolution
of the Houfe of Commons.

Jovis, 6° die Apiilis, 1797.

Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that
His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give direCtions to the Governurs of His
Majefty’s Plantations in the Weft Indies, to recommend to the refpective Councils
and Affemblies of the faid Plantations, to adcpt fuch meafures as fhall appear to
them beft calculated to obviate the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural
increafe of the Negroes already in the Iflands, gradually to diminith the neceflity of
the Slave Trade, znd ultimately to lead to its complete termination ; and particularly
with a view to the fame effe@, to employ fuch means 2s may conduce to the moral
and religious improvement of the Negroes, and fecure to them, throughout all the
Britith Weft India 1flands, the certain, immediate, and active protection of the law ;
and at the fame time afluring His Majefty, that this Houfe will concur in fuch
méafures as fhall zppear requifite to be taken by this [Toule, for the awainment of
the fame objed. , :

Ordered, That on Monday the sth inftant, this Board do form itfelf into a Com-
mittee of the whole Board, for the purpofe of taking into cosfideration the different
Laws of the feveral Leeward Iflands, and all Decoments and Papers relating to the
condition and management of Negroes and other Siaves.

A verbal Meflage from the Gentlemen of the General Affembly to his Honour
the Commander in Chief, defiring that his Horour would give diretions to that
Houfe to adjourn themfelves to Monday the sth inftanz; to which Meflage his
Honour anfwered, by fignifying to the members who brought up the fame, that
Mr. Speaker had his affent to adjourn accordingly.

The honourable Mr. Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the
Commander in Chief’s affent to adjourn the General Councily in like manner as had
‘been fignified ro the Houfe of Affambly. .

The Board was thereupon adjourned "iill Monday the sth inftant accordingly.

By Command,
E. Meore,
Clerk of General Councils

Courcil Chamber, 2d March 1748,
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5T. CHRISTOPHER. At a Meeting of the General Council of the Leeward

Iflands, held at the Council Chamber in the Town of

Bafleterre, in the faid 1land, on Monday the gth Day
of March 1793.

Prefent,
Honourable Richard Ifles, efq. Prefident.
Andrew Hamilton,
Thomas J. Cottle,
William Woodley,
Sir Patrick Blake, bart,
James Athill,
John Taylor,
Edward B. Wyke, efquires.

HIS Honour the Prefident direéted the Minutes of the laft meeting of the General
Council to be read; and the fame were read by the Clerk accordingly. .
His Honour the Prefident laid before the Board, a Lerter from his Honour the

Commander in Chief, which, after having been read, was ordered to be entered upon
the Minutes.

Stapleton’s, March g, 1798.
Sir,

I HAVE received, and confidered the Refolutions entered into by the joint Com-
‘mittee of the General Council and General A{Jembly, appointed to fettle the mode of
adjournment to be adopted ; and as they are of opinion, that your having leave to
adjourn the General Council from day ‘to day, wiil facilitate the progrefs of the im»
portant work they ave about to enter upon, | thall not hefitate to grant fuch leave;
and when they are defirous of being adjourned for any lenger period of time, |
thall very readily permiz ir, upoa your application to me for that purpofe.

I have the honour to be,
with very great confieration,
Sir,
Your moft obedient,
humble Servant,
Re¥'. Thompfen.
The Hoa. Richard Iles, efq.
Prefident of the General Councils

The honourouble Mr. Athill, from the Commiittee appointed to infpelt the lavs
relpeting the Siaves, &c. laid before the Board the following report, which, afwer
having been read, was, upon motion made and fecondcd, approved.

Your Committee, appointed to revife and report the ftate of the laws in the
different Iflands of this Government relating to the Slaves, apprehendirg that much
time muft elapfe tefore they could obrain an accurate ftatement of the laws of the
refpe@ive 1flands, and having feen a complete Report of -the Lords of the Piivy
Council of Great Britain, printsd by authority, to be laid before the Britifh
Parliament, which is now in the poficflion of the honourable William Woodley,
one of your Cominittee, and finding rhat Report to contain a complete ftatement of
all the. exifting laws of the different Mlands which 1elate to the Slaves, pray leave
to offcr the Report itfelf as a part of their Report, and lubmic it to the. Board,
whether it wiil not be proper to order the fame to lic on its table for the information
of its Members.

Your Committee farther pray leave to repors, That there may be fome laws
which have been paffed in the different 1flands fince the forming the Report now
prefented to the Board; and particularly, that a law hath lately paff-d in Antigua,
making it fclony, without the bencfit of cizrgy, to'murder a Slave. Your Commiztee
therefure hubly pray, thas they way have leave.to fit agair, in ordcr to obrain
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fuch information as may enable themto report more fully the regulatjons that may
have been introduced fince the Report of the Privy Council was printed.
' ' "T. F. Cottle,
William Woodley,
E. B. Wyke,
Fames Athill,

“Ordered, vpon motion made and Tcconded, That the votes and proceedings of

.this Board be publifhed from time to time, by any printer that fhall be duly
-authorized by his Honour the Prefident of this Board ; and that twelve copies be

furnihed to his Honour the Commander in Chief and each Member of the
Board.

O:dered, upon motion made and feconded, That his FHonour the Commander in
Chicf be requefted to give this Board the neceffary information, whether or not his
f1onour has received a circular Letter to the different Governments of thefe 1flands,
containing obfervations from Sir W. Young, on the proceedings in the Houfe of

.Commons on the Slave Trade; as well as the Repore of a Committee of Planters

and Merchants, upon thefe very important fubjects now for our confideration ; and

if he has received it; to requeft he will order a.copy of the fame to"be laid before
‘this Board ; and alfo if he-has not received fuch Letter, to requeft he will.immedi-
.ately apply to Mr. Prefident Byam, of Antigua, for a Copy of the letter reccived

from Sir. W. Young, as well as a copy of the Report of the Committee of Planters

.and Merchants refpecting the Slave Trade.

Ordered upon motion made and feconded, That itis the opinion of this Board,

‘that the Prefident has an indifputable right to give his vote whenever a queftion is

agitated. ' :
The honourable Mr. Woodley propofed certain Refolutions for the confideration

.of the Board; when after reading the fame, a motion was made and feconded, That

the famne do lie on the table, and be taken into confideration to-morrow.

The honourable Mr. Taylor moved the following amendment, and was feconded
by Sir Patrick Blake, That the Refolutions do lie on the table, and be taken into
confideration on Wednefday next ; and upon the queftion being put on the amend-
ment, it was carried in the affirmative.

For the amendment—T he honourable Mr. Taylor, the horourable Sir Patrick

Blake, the honourable Mr. Wyke, the honourable Mr. Hamilton, his honour the
© Prefident. '

Againt it, and for the original queflion—The honourable Mr. Athill, the
honourable Mr. Cottle, the honourable Mr. Weodiey. o
Ordered, upon motion made and feconded, That the Duke of Portland’s Le:ter

.of the 6th of May 1797, to his Honour the Commander in Chief, and the Refo-

Jution of the  Houfe of Commons, be read, and the fame were'read accordingly,

_pro forma.

Ordered, upon motion made and feconded, That the above Papers, with all the
other Documon's relative to the Slaves in thefc 1ands, now on the table, be laid

before the Conmittee of the whole Boaird, for confidering the ftate and condition
of the S'aves in the Leewaird Iflinds. - ’ o

Ordered, That the order of the day for going into a Committee of the whole
Poaid, on i fate and conition of the Siaves in the Leeward iflands be difcharged,.
and titat the - Comrittee be ordered to fic to-murrow, ' b -

Ordeicd -upon motion made and feconded, Thag this Board do adjourn them-’
felves till to-norrow the 6th inftant, at 12 o’clock. And Ms. Prefident declared
that the Board do ftand adjourned accerding;y. ' S o

By -Command,
E. Mosre,
. : ‘Cletk of General Council.
‘Council Chamber, 5th-March 1798.
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+ST. CHRISTOPHER. At a Meeting of the General Council of the Leeward
Iflands, held at the Council Chamber in the Town o
Bafieterre, in the faid Ifland, on Tuefday :the 6th
Day of March 1798,

Prefent,
The honourable Richard Iles, efquire, Prefident.
.Honoarable Andrew Hamilton,
Thomas J. Cottle,
William Woodley,
Sir Patrick Blake, bart.
James Athill, )
Joha Taylor,
Edward B. Wyke, efquires.

H11S Honour the Prefident dire&ted the Minutes of the laft meeting of the Generdl
:Council to be read, and the fame were read by the Clerk accordingly. :

His Honour the Prefident laid before the Board a Letrer from his Honour the
-Commander in Ckicef which after having been read, was ord.r.d to be entered upon
the Journals. )

Sir, »

I have this moment had the honour to receive your letter of this day’s date,
.enclofing a Refolution of the General Council, requefting that 1 fhould give them
information, whether or not I had received a circular Letter, containing obfervations
from Sir William Young, on the proceedings in the Houfe of Commons on the
‘Slave Trade, as well as the Report of a Committee of Planters and Merchants,

“upon thefe very important fubjets now under the confideration of the General
LCouncil. . '

I beg you will inform them, that no fuch Papers have ever come to my hands,
.otherwife I would immediately lay them before them; but I fhall,"agreeably to their
defire, apply to Mr. Byam for them by the firft opportunicy that offers for Antigua,
and as foon as I receive them they fhall be fubmitted, without delay, to the Board
-of Council.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your moft obedient,
:Stapleton’s, March g, 17985. ‘humble Servant,
The honourable Richard Iles, efg. : Rob* Thomfon.
Prefident of the General Council. ‘

The honourable Sir Patrick Blake propofed certain Refolutions for the confideras
tion of the Board, when, after the fame had been read, Sir Patrick Blake moved,
and was feconded by the honourable Mr. Wyke, that the fame do lie on the table.

The honourable Mr. Athill moved the following amendment, and was feconded by
Mr. Woodley, that the 1, 2d, 3d, 4th, 11th and 12th Refolutions, produced by the
honourable Sir Patrick Blake, do lie on the table of this Board for further confide-
ration ; and that the gth, 6th, 7th, 8th, gth, and 10th, and the Refolutions relpeéting

- the quantity of provifions and valuation of lands; be fubmitted to the Committe¢ of
sthe whole Board for taking inzo confideration the ftate and condition of the Slaves;
.and upon the queftion being put on the amendment, it was carried in the affirma-
tive. . .

For the Amendment—T he honourable Mr. Athill, the honourable Mr.Woodley,
the honourable Mr. Hamilton, the honourable Mr. Cortle, his Honour the Prefi-
dent. :

‘Againft it—The honourable Sir Patrick Blake, the honourable Mr. Wyké, the
honourable Mr. Taylor. T

Upon motion made and feconded, the order of the day was called for and read,
and the Board therevpon refalved itfIf into a Committee of the whole Board. .

: - ’ ' : Ordered,
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nourable Mr. Cottle took his feat as Chairman of the Committee of the whole Board
accordingly ; and after fome time fpent thercin, his Honour the Prefident refumed
his feat at the Board ; when Mr. Chairman reported to the Board, that fome progrefs
had bren made in the meafures fubimnitted to the confideration of the Commitiee of
the whole Board, and begged leave to fit again, which, upon motion made and
{econded, was ordered accordingly.

Ordered, vpon motion made and feconded, That this Board do adjourn till to-
worrow the 7th inftant, at 12 o'clock ; aad the Prefident declared that the Board do
ftand acjourned accordingly.

By Cemmand,
E. Moyre,
Clerk of Gene:al Council.

SAINT CHRISTOPHER. At a Meeting of the General Council of the Lee.
ward Iflands, held at the Council Chamber in
the Town of Baficterre, in the faid Ifland, on
Wednefday the 7th Day of March 1798.

Piefert,
The honourable Richard Iles, efgr. Prefident.
Honourable Andrew Hamilton,
Thowas J. Cottle,
William W oodlcy,
Sir Parrick Blake, bart.
James Athili,
John Tayior,
Edward B. Wyke, efgrs.

LIS Honour the Prefident direGed the Minutes of the laft meeting’of the General
Council to be read ; and the fame were read by the Clerk accordingly.

Ordered, vpon motion made and feconded, That the order of the day for tak'ng
into confideration certain Refolutions laid before the Board by the honourable Mr.
Woodley on Monday the sth inftant, be now read; and the fame were read ac-
cordingly.

Refolved 1ft, That the condition of the Slaves withia this Government, has been
gradually meliorating from the firft cftablithment of the Sugar Colonies.

Refolved 2d, That this melioration has not been cffeCted by laws alone, but by
the increafe of confidence between the Mufter and Slave, and by the found and hberal
policy of the Britifh Planters, who have availed themlclves of every meafure which
lumaaitv and experience have pointed out for fo beneficial a purpoie.

Refuived 3d, That any meafure which may tend to leffen this confidence, or weaken
the ties by which the intercft of the Mafter and his Siave are connected, is impolitic
and dangerous.

Refulved 4th, That it is of the urmoft importance, that all changes made in the
fentiments and habits of a prople fhould be graduaily and cautioufly cffcéted; be-
caufe a confiderable revolution in the fentinentsand habits of a people, is geuerally
fullowed by a revoiution i the flate, ‘

Refolved g:h, I'hat the inten:perate zral with-which the condition of our Slaves
has been ag sued in England, and the pernicious §y ftemn introduced into the French
Colonies in the Weft Indies, have already produced a contiderabie revolution in the
fentiments and habits of our Slaves, manifefted by the great licentioufaels of their
manners.

Refolved 6th, That an abolition of the Slave Trade (fuppofing it to be practi-
cablc), a ade fanctioned, as it has been, by repeated Statuies aad Royal Proclaina-
tions, and forming, as we athim it. does, tihe very b.lis of our colonial fyftem,
would be oppreflive to the Buit.th Trader, a breach of compalt with the Britiln

Planter,
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" Plancer, deftrudtive to the Sugar Colonies, and confequently to the Britith Revenue;
and of no benefit to the Africans themfelves.

Affembies of the Leeward 1flands, are alone competent ta form laws for the internal
reculation of their Slaves; and that from local knowledge and experience, they
alone are capable of doing fo with effcct.

Refolved 8:h, That this Board will proceed with unremitted atténtion to co-ope-
rate with the Commors Houfe of General Affembly now fitting, in promoting His
Majefty’s moft gracious intentions, contained in the Letter of his Grace the Duke

_of Portland to his Honour the Commander in Chief, dated 6th May 1797, by
framing laws for enlarging the comforts of che Slaves in thefe Iflands, ard for their
religious and morzl improvement; with rhe plealing hope. that, amoeng ather happy
confequences, their pumbers may increafe, and the necefiity of the Siave Trade
ceate to exift.

Refolved gth, That, upon the whole, whatever meafures we are induced to take
for the melioration of the conditior. of Slaves, proceed chiefly from mctives of hu-
manity, and a difpofition to proma:e His Majefiy’s benevoleat views in their favour,
and not from any profpet of ar immediate terminacion of tiwe Slave Trade, which
at prefent is effentially neceffary to the exiftence of thefe Colanies.

The foregoing Refolutions having been tiken into conlideration, and maturely
weighed by the Board, it was, upon motion made and feennded,

Reéfolved unanimoufly, That the fzid feveral nine Refelutions be agreed to and
adopted by this Board.

The following Meffage was received from the General Affembly, and read :

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honcur
the Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe has Refolved, That the Serjeant at Arms, attending this Houle, do
provide a proper perfon to attend in the lobby of the Houle, to receive and deliver
notes and meflages to the feveral Members of the General Council and General
Affembly, during the time of their fitting, and that fuch perfon be paid for fuch
fervices ; to which they defire the concurrence of your Board.

Fokn Burke, Spcaker.

Aflembly Room, 7th March 1748.

Ordered, upon motion made and feconded, That the Board do concur in, and the
following Anfwer be fent to the above Meflage :

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
. Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen, ,
This Board concurs in the Refolution of your Houfe, That the Serjeant at Arms,
attending the General Aflemsbly, do provide a proper perfon to attend in the lobby
of that Houfe, to receive 2nd deliver notes and meflages to the feveral Members of
the General Council and General Affembly, during the time of their fiiting, and that
fuch perfon be paid for fuch fervice. oL
. . ‘Signed, by Command,
Council Chamber, 7th March 17¢8. .. . L. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

The following Meffage from the General Affembly was received, and read :

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour
. the Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe has Refolved, That ali Slaves ought to be provided with fufficient
food for their daily fubfiftence, without being under the neceflity of employing. the
time allowed to them for flcep or refrefhmenr, in feeking the means of procuring
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additicnal or proper fupport, either by extra labour in the cultivation of land which
mav be aifotted to them for that purpofe, or by the exertion of cheir indullry or abi.
Lities. —I: being the opinion of this Committee, that, as the Proprictor of Slaves is
entitled 1o every benefit which may arife from their ufual labour, he is bound in
jultice to furnith them with a certain fubfiftence; and that any benefirs which Slaves
‘may derive from their extra labour or indulry, ought to be confidered as their own
¢culiar property.
Thata Scle® Committee of this Houfe be appointed to confider of the weekly

rations or allowances of veg=table focd and falted provifion, which fhall appear to

them fully fufficient for the fubfiftence of Siaves empleyed upon fugar, coffee, or
cotzon plantations, according to their difierent ages and occupations ;—and the feveral
furns of money which ought to be paid in licu of fuch weekly rations or allowancés, if

the fame canroi be duly procured ; diftinguifhing the fums which ought to be paid

for each weekly ration or allowance of vepciavle food and falied provifions refpec-
tively 3 and the feveral fums of money which ought to be paid for the weekly fubtift-
ence of Sirves not employed upon fugar, coffee, or cottun plantations, according to

their refpe@ive ages and occupations ;—aad alfo the quantity and quality of fuch

clothing as fall appear to thein necefizry or proper for Slaves, accordin to their

refpedtive ages, and the time or times wien fuch cloching ought to be delivered;

and alfo whether any and wazt quantity of land ought to be allowed to each Slave, 1o
be cultivated for his or her peculiar benefit

Refolved, 3. That the weekly rations or cllowances of provifions, or the feveral
Tums of money to be paid in licu thereo, fhall always be furnifhed or paid in ad-
vance, either for the enfuing week or feven days, or for the enfuing three or four
davs, az the difcretion of the Proprietor or Director of the Slaves j—provided that no
provifions, or monics in lieu thereof, be delivered or paid on a Sunday, thar Slaves
may not be prevented from attending religious worthip or indru&tion, from the ne-
cehity of watiing for, or otherw.f: providing for their daly food.

Refolved, 4. That whenever any Slave fhail be fick, or unable, from any acci-
dent or caufe whatfoever, to perform their ufual duty o1 Libour, they ought to be
vifited by fome perfon duly quaiified to practiie phyfic and furgery, ac:ording to the

" Jaws of the refpective Ifland where fuch Slaves fhall live 5 and fuch medicines, food,

and gther necefluries, as fuch qualified pra&iticoer thadl from timz to tiine reatonably
order or dirct, ought o be duly adamniftered to fuch Slaves,

Reiolved, 5. That whenever any Slave tholl die fuddenly, or thall d:e from any
caufe whatfocver, without having been vifited by fome qual fied pra&tivoner at leaft
foity-eizht hours before his or her deceatz, that the death of {uch Siave ousht ro
be enquired of by the Coroner of the ifland wherein fuch Siave fhall die, and fuch
inquett talzen, and fuch proceedings thercon had, as oughr by law to be had or taken
in cafc of the (udden death of any white perfon; and that the corpie of fuch Slave
ought not to be removed or suried, unul afier it hath been infpected by the Coroner.

Retolved, 6. That every ficdd Slave empioyed upon any plantation, fhall be al-
lowed, according to cuitom, half an hour for breakfaft, and two hours for dinaer;
and that no Slaves thail be compelled to any muanner of field work vpon a plan:ation,
before the heur of five in the morning, or after the aour of feven at nighe, eacept

during the timne of crop.

Reiolved, 7. That every white or other frec perfon who fhall be charged with the
murder, or wich the maiming or wounding of any Slave, wiether belonging to hin-
felf or herftlf, orto any other perfon o1 perfons, aud whether the fam: be by excef-
five pumifhment or o:herwife, ought to be procecded agamnft and taed in the fame
manner as if the crime or offence had been commitied ag.inft any winte or tr.¢ per-
fon; and upon convicton of the offence, oughe to fuffer acath, or fuch otaer punith-
ment as by the laws of England tuch p tiun wouid be fenenved o fulfer for tne
muider, or for the matanng o, wounding of a white or fr.e paifon s but that fuch
corvition ought nut 1o €x +::d t tae Cortuptivn 0i bioow, vr the foriciure of lauds
or tencnents, goot. O Chadiclo,

And wenow len tae faid efoludion to your Board for your confileration. -

Aflgrbiy Koom, jdh March 1748, “icbn Buike, Sp.aker.
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The honourable Mr. Athill moved, and was feconded, That the Board do refslve
itfelf into a Commitree of the whole Board; and it was ordered accor lingly.

His Honour the Prefident quitted his feas, and the honourable Mr. Cottle took
the chair; ard after fome time fpent theremn, his Honour the Prefident refumed his
feat at the Board ; when Mr. Chairman reporred to the Board, progrefs, and brgged
leave to fit again, which, upon motion mude and feconded, was ordered ac-
cordingly. ‘ ‘

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned rhe Board accordingly.

By Command,

Council Chamber, 7th March i748. : E. Meere,

Clerk of General Council.

Thurfday, March 8, 1798.

THE Board having refolved itfelf into a Commitiee of the whole Board, the
honourable the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cortle took
the chair; and after forne ime {pent therein, h's Honour the Prefident refumed the
chair ; when tie hon. Thomas J. Cotde, as Cirairinan of the Commirtee of the whole
Board, reported, that the Commiitee had unanimouily agreed to the firlk Refolution
contained in the Mcflage from the General Affembly; and that the faid Commitree
had come to a Refolution on the fecond contained in the General Affembly’s
Mcflage, which Mr, Chairran laid before the Board, and afked leave to fit again;
aad it was ordered accordingly. '

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report from the Committee of the
wholt Board, and unanimoufly adopt the firft Refulution contained in the Mciluge
of yefterday from the General Aflerbly.

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report from the faid Committee,
on the {ccond Refolution contained 1n the faid Miflage.  That the Board do adopt
e fame Keport, and enter into the following Reloluiion, to be feat to the General
Allernbly ina Meflage from this Board, which was done accordingly.

His Honour the Prefi‘ent and General Courncil, to the
Gendemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen, :
This Board concurs unanimoufly with your Houle, in the firit Refolution contained
in your Meflage of yefterday: and in a2 Committee of the whole B .ard have come
to the following Refolution upon the fubjeét of your fecond Refolurion, which

has been approved and adopted by this Bourd, and is now fent down for your con-
currence.

Refolved, That a Seleft Commitres of this Board be appointed for the purpofcs
mentioned in the fecond Refolution, fent up to this Board fiom the General Aflem-
bly. And that the Commitiee be defired to report whether any and what quantity
of Jand and time may be given to Slaves, in licu of vegetable and falied provifions,
with a provifo, thatin cafe the land f given fhould by any 2t of God be readered
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unproductive, the Proprictor fhall be bound to give the fame raticas as if no fuch |

land had been given. And that a Meflage be fent from the General Affeinbly,
defiring their concurrence that the Committee of both Houfes fhould act as 2 joint
Committes, and make a joint Report; and allo defiring their concurrence in the
above additional inftru&ion.
Signed, by Command,
_ E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 8th March 1748, ' Clerk of General Council.

The Gentlemen of the Gereral Aflembly, to his Honour the Prefident
and G.ocral Council. o '

This Houfe agrees, that the Committce appointed for the purpofes mentioned in
: : the
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the fecond Refolution of this Houl'e: fheuld adt jointly with the Commitece of this
1oufe appointed for the fame purpof s, and that they fhall make a joint report.
Affembly Room, 8th March, 1798. Jobn Burke, Speaker,

Ordered, By the Honourable the Pmﬁdem‘, upon motion made and feconded for
the purpofe, that the hon. James A.t!ull, gbc hon_. Andrew Hamiltan, the hon,
Fdward Byam Wyke, and the hon. Sir Parrick Blake, be the Scle@ Commirtee of
this Boaid to join the Sele@ Committee appointed by the General Affembly.

Ordered, ‘That this Boaid do adjourn themfelves till toemerrow, twelve o’clock :
and the hon, the Prefident adjourncd the Board accordingly, ' '

By Command,
N k. Alacre,
Council Chamber, §th March 155, Clerk of Geaneral Council.

Fiidav, March o, 1798,
ORDERED, That the Refolutions paffed at this Board en the 7th initang, be ient
down to the General Aflembly, with a Meffage requetting their condideration ofy and
concurrence in the fame ; which was done accurdingly.

L]
His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen, :
The following Refolutions have been unanimoufly entered into by this Board,
and are now fent down for the confideration and, concurreace of your Houle.
" Signed, by Commuand,
E. Mocre,

Council Chamber, gt's March 17¢8. Clerk of General Council.

A copy of the Refoluriors alluded to in the above Mefluge, and entered into by
the Board on the 7th inQtant, accompanied it.

The following Meflage was received from the General Affembly, and read :

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Hoacur the
Prefident arnd General Council.

This Floufe has refolved, That in order to remove any donbts which may arife as
t0 the iegality or propriety of punifhing the Owners or Direlto s of Siaves for any
cruel or improper coudud, it ought to be expredsly declared and einilted, - 1t of
any perfon fhall creelly whip, maltreat, beas, or imprifon, or keep in confinement,
without fufficient fu;-port, any Slave under his or her dircction or care, be or the
fhall be fubje@ to ke indicted for the fame in the Superior . Court of Criminal Jurif~
diction for the 1ind wherein the offence fbail be committed, and upon being legaily
convited, fhall fuffer fuch punifhmen: by fine or imprifonment, or bath, as the
Tudges or Juftices of fuch Court fhall think proper to inflitt. And that if any
perton fhall beat or maltreat a Slave not belonging o himfelf or herfelf, the offender
ought not only to be indied and punifhed for the fame, in like manner, but that
any punifhment inflicted by the Court of Criminal Juriidition, ought not to be
confidercd as a bar 10 any a@ion or fuit at law,- which may be commenced by the
Owner of the Slave, cr be confidered in mingation of any damages which ought
otherwife to Fave been given, ‘or secovered for the trefpafs or injury.

That in cafc any Juitice of the Peace fhall receive any complaint or intelligence,
which he in his own difcretion fhall think probable, that anv Slave hath been mu-
tilated, cruclly punifhed, or otherwife maltreated, or confined witheut fufficient
fupport, it ought to be Lawful for fuch Jullice of the Peace, to call to his offiftance
fome other Juftice, and that fuch Jultices ought to be authorized to 0'dv1 any cou-
ftable to bring fuch Siave before them, or if the cafe fhali reguire, to go to iech
place where fuch Slave thall be, and dire& fuch Slave to be produced and fhew.: to
them, that fuch inquiry and other proceedings may be made and had, as sl ve

neccffary
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neceffary for the further profecution of the offence. And that if fuch Juflices fhall
think it proper or neceflary, they ought alfo to be authorized to fend fuch Slave to
the common gaol, or to the workhoufe, if any is provided in the Ifland where fuch
Slave fhall live, to be there kept and detained, until further inquiry fhall be made
into the fa& according to law. And we now fend the faid Refolution for your
confideration.

Affembly Room, gth March 1798. Yobn Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the foregoing Refolutions be taken into confideration by a Com-
mittee of the whole Board.
Ordered, That the Board do refolve itfelf into 2 Committee of the whoie Board 3
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whereupon the honourable the Prefident quitted his feat, and the honourable .

Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after fome time {pent therein, the Prefident
refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported to the Board, that the Committee
had agreed to the 4th, 6th, and 7th, and had made feveral amendments €0 the ad
and sth Refolutions contained in the Meflage received from the General Aflembly
the 7th inftant, and afked leave to fit again, and it was ordered accordingly.

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report of the Committee of the
whole Board, and unanimoufly adopt the 4th, 6th, and 7th Refolutions contained in
the General Afembly’s Meflage of the 7th inftant. And that the Board do approve
of the amendments made by the Committee in the 3d and 5th Refolutions contained
in the faid Meflage.

Ordered, That the Board do fend the above proceedings to the General :

Aflembly in a Meffage, which was done accordingly.

His Honour the Prefident and General Councll, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen,
~ This Board concurs unanimoufly with your Houfe in the fourth, fixth, and fe-
venth Refolutions, contained in your Meflage of the 7th inftant.

And the Board alfo concurs in the third and fifth Refolutions contained in fuch
Meflage, with the following amendments : :

In the third Refolution leave out all the words at the end of that Refolution,
beginning with the word “ provided.”

Tn the fifth Refolution, after the word ¢ deceafe,” infert the following words,  ex-
cept when a child fhall die within one month after its birth,” and after the words « Slave
fhall die,” infert the foliowing words, © provided the faid pradlitioner fhall not ac-
count in writing to the Coroner for the death of fuch Slave, by fome malady inci-
dent to the human frame,” and to add the following words to the end of the faid
fifth Refolution, ¢ provided that fuch Inqueft fhall confift of not lefs than three
perfons.””  To which amendments we requeft your affent. ,

, Signed, by Command,

Council Chamber, gth March, 1798. E. Moore,

Clerk of General Council.

His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-
mander in Chief’s .direGtions to adjourn ’till Monday the 12th inftant; and there-
upon declared that this Board do {tand adjourned accordinglv.

: By Command,

Council Chamber, gth March, 1793. E. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

Monday, March 12, 1748.
UPON motion made and feconded, the order of the day was called for, and the
Board refolved itfelf into a Commitcee ; and after fome time fpent therein, the Chair-
man reported that they unanimoufly agreed to the firft Refolution fent up on the gth
inftant, and had agreed to the fecond, with the following amendment, and prayed
leave to fit again: '
Ordered,

119,
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Ordered, That the Committee have leave to fit again, and that the Report of the

Chriffopher’s Chairman be received, and the Refolutions, with the amendments, be adopted by this
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Board.
Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly :

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Aflembly.

Gentlemen, : ) .
This Board unanimoufly concurs with your Houfe in the firft Refolotion cone

‘tained in your Meflage of the gth inftant, and alfo concurs, unanimoulfly in the fecond
Refolution contained in the fame Meffage, with the following amendments, which are

now fubmitted to yourconfideration : After the words, “ authorized to fendfuch Slaves,”

-omit from the words,  the common gaol” to the word ¢ Ifland,” and infert ¢ fome

« public place of fecurity;” and after the words, kept and detained,” infert the
words, “and fupported at the expence of the Owner or Director of fuch Slave.”
o By Comniand,
Council Chamber, 12th March, 1798. E. Moore,
Clerk of Geaeral Council.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn themfelves *till to-morrow, 12 o’clock, and

-the honourable the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
LCouncil Chamber, 12th March, 1798. E. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

» Tuefday, March 13, 1798.
THE Order of the day was called for, and upon motion made and feconded ;
Ordered, That the fame be difcharged, and that Mr. Chairman have leave to fit

-again to-morrow.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and the
honourable the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
' By Command,
‘Council Chamber, 13th March 1798. E. Moore,
' Clerk of General Council.

Wednefday, March 14, 1798.
THE order of the day for the Board goirg into 2 Committee of the whole Board,
was difcharged, and,
Ordered, That the Chairman have leave to fit again to-morrow.
-Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o'clock ; and the
honourable the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
: By Command,
Council Chamber, 14th March, 1798. E. Moore,
: .Clerk of Generzl Council.

o _ Thurfday, March 135, 1798.

"HIS Honour the Commander in Chief laid before the Board the writ of mandamus
for the Virgin Ifl:nds, which was by his Honour’s dire&ions read, whereby it ap-
peared that the honourable Richard Hetherington, and the honourable Richard
Auguftus Fahie, efquircs, were the Members called to the Board for the Virgin
Iflurds; and the honourable Richard Hetherington attending the Board, did, by
his Henour’s Jiretions, take the ufual oaths of government, fubfcribed the teft,
and took his fear at the Board accordingly.

The wiit of clection, under the hand and feal of his Honour the Commander in
Chief, for the Virgin Iflands, wes then read, with the retura thereon made, whereby

{it ‘appezred that the following Gentlemen were duly elefted to ferve as Reprefenta-
‘tives in the Géneral Affembly of the Leeward Iflands:

James
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James Rcbertfcn, Maurice Lifle, John Shannan, Charles Frederick Bartlett,
George Hannah, efquires ; for the Virgin [fands. '

His Honour the Commander in Chief then direfted: the Mar(hal to defire the
attendance of fuch of the foregoing Gentlemen who had arrived from Tortola, in
the Council Chamber, to be fworn; and James Robertfon, Maurice Lifle, and john
Shannan, efquires, attending accordingly, they took the ufual oaths of goverh-
ment, and fubfcribed the teft. : ,

A verbal Meflage from the Gentlemen of the General Affembly to his Honour
the Commander in Chief, requefting he would fend down to that Houfe the writ
of eleion for the Virgin Iflands, when the fame was delivered and carried down
accordingly. -

'His Honour the Commander in Chief here retired from the Board.

Ordered, That the honourable Richard Hctherington be named as one of the
Sele@@ Committee of this Board, to join the Sele€t Committee appointed by the
General Affembly for the purpofes mentioned in the fecond Refolution of the General
Affembly’s Meffage, fent up to this Board on the 7th inftant, , '

The following Meflage was received from the Gentlemen of the General Affem-
bly, which was, by order, read in the following words:

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe has entered into the following refolutions, and are now fent for the'

confideration of your Board:

Refolved 11, That as an improper pra&ice hath fome time prevailed of punith.
ing ill difpofed Slaves, and fuch as are apt to abfcond from their Owners, by affix-
ing round the necks of fuch Slaves an iron collar, with projecting bars or hooks, or
an iron collar, with a chain and weight thereto annexed, in order to prevent the future
defertion of fuch Slaves, or by way of additional punifhment. That fuch pratice ought
to be declared unlawful; and that any Juftice of the Peace ought to be authorized
and required, on information or view of fuch offence, to order any collar, irons, or
weight, other than fuch as are abfolutely neceflary for fecuring the perfon of the
Slaves, to be immediately raken off from the Slave wearing or bearing the fame.

Refolved 12, That for the better care of Slaves during ficknefs, the following'

regulations ought to be inforced :

Every medical man, fo qualified as ftated in the fourth refoluticn, or a proper
affiftant, ought to attend each eftate to the care of which he fhall be appointed, at
leaft two days in every week, whether thereto fpecially called or not, unlefs he has
notice in writing from the Proprietor or Diretor of any eftate that his prefence is
not required, and ought further to attend at all times when fpecially catled upon
fo to do, in writing, by the Proprietor or Dire@or of the Slaves on cach cftate
refpeitively. ‘

That to avoid unneceffary delay in complying with fuch fpecial call, the faid
pra&itioner or his affiftant ought to be compelied to attend within eight hours after
the call has come to his ufual place of refidence, or the place where he ufually keeps
his medicines. ,

That every Proprietor or Director of Slaves ought to have, ar the eftate or place
where the Slaves ufually refide, a commedious hofpital or fick-houle, provided
with proper conveniences fer the fick, with 3 fufficient number of attendants, and
oughr, either in his own perfon, or by fome white perfon under his diretion, to
attend as often as may be requifite at the hofpital or fick-houfe, to fee that the fick
~ are furnifaed with the medicines that may be ordered for them by the faid practi-
~ tioner or his affiftant in the manner fo ordered, and alio with fuch diet as the faid
praditioner or affiftant fhail reafonably dire&t to be given, and with no other.

That in order to prevent any miftakes in.the admuniftration of medicines ordered
for different fick Slaves, and alfo to prevent any difpute when the fick may have
been neglected, as to the perfon guilty of fuch negleét, a book or regifter ought to
be provided and kept on each eftate, in which the practitioner or affiftact ought to

: write
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write in the Englith language, oppofite to the name of each Slave fo being fick,
his diretions, as to the time or times of adminiltering the medicines he inteads to
prefcribe, ftating the form in which they are to be fent, whether in pills, powder,
mixture, -or in whatever form, and alfo as to the diet to be provided for the Slave;
and at the end of the faid directions he ought to write his prefcriptions in the form
ufually followed by medical practitioners.

That whenever any Proprietor, or other perfon having the immediate dire@ion
of Slaves, {hail have occafien to fend a fpecial call to the prattitioner who fhall have
the care of the Slaves under his direction, he ought to fend the fame in writing in
the faid book or regifter, ftating the time of the day or night when he fends the
fame to the beft of his knowledge, and the name, age, or fex, and bodily appear-
ance of the Slave or Slaves on whofe account fuch call is fent; together with the
moft material or urgent fymptoms of which fuch Slave complains, and any other
circomflances that he may think will aflitt the faid praQitioner in forming fuch a
judgment of -the cafe, as may enable him to carry with him fuch medicines as he

_may from fuch ftatement judge to be proper, if he can go immediately to vifit the

faid Slave, or to fend fuch medicines or. ‘direttions as may be of ufe vntil he can
vifit him, or caufe him to be vifited by hi§ aflitant, or fome other pra&itioner, if
he has fuch other urgent medical bufinefs to attend as to prevent his vifiting the
faid Slave immediately. - And that the faid pradtitioner, his aflitant, or fome other
free perfon, who may be Lept to make up and difpenfe medicines for him, ought to
infert in the faid book or regifter, immedsately after the ftatements hereinbefore
direted 1o be made by the Proprietor or immediate DireCtor of the Slave, the
time, as nearly as he can, when the faid call fhall arrive ac the dwelling or other
houfe of the faid pralitioner as aforefaid,

And that all pratitioners ought to keep on each eftate under their care, a fimall
quantity of fuch medicines as may with fafety be left in the hands of a perfon un-
tkilled in the fcience of medicines, to be at hand in cafes of fudden emergency,
with- fuch diretions as to their ufe as he may judge fufficient for the information of
the Proprietor or DireCtor of Slaves, which dire@ions ought to be inferted in the
firft page of every new book or regifter, fo to be provided and kept as aforefaid.

Refolved 13, That every Proprietor of an eftate ought to be obliged to employ
fome medical Gentleman, properly qualified, by the year, provided the Proprictor
of the faid eftate is not a medical man himfelf, and provided fuch medical man can
be procured upon reafonable terms. '

Refolved 14, Thatupon the firlt day of January in every vear, or within ten days
after, the Proprietor or Manager of every Plantation cught to return upon oath,
into the Secretary’s office of the Ifland where he refides, a juft and full account of
all the births and deaths of the Slaves of fuch Plantation, and alfo of the manner
in which, to the beflt of his cpinion or judgment, the faid Slaves have been at-
tended and provided for when fick, for the preceding year, or during fuch time as
he hath had the pofivflioi or management of fuch Plantation. o

Refolved 15, That the doctor or furgeon of every Plantation ought, on the firft
day of January in every year, or within ten days afterwards, to return upon oath
into the Secrewary’s office of the Iland where he refides, an account of the Slaves
who have dicd upon fuch Plantation in the preceding year, or during fuch time
as he hath had the care of fuch Slaves, with the real caufes of fuch deaths, to
the beit of his knowledge, judgment, and belief, and alfo of the manner in
which, to the beft of his knowledge and belief, the faid Slaves have been treated or
managed., -

Refolved 16, That every qualified practitioner employed for the care of any
Plantation, ought ar leaft 1o be paid the annual fum of ten fhillings for each and
every flave upon fuch Plantation, asan equivalent for every fpecies of medicine, of

-every medical and furgical affitance, except midwifery and inoculation.

Aflembly Room, 15th March 1798, Fcbn Burke, Speaker. |
. Ordered,



LEEWARD ISLANDS. 49

Ordered, That the feveral Refolutions contained in the foregoing Meflage, be
i o o B
referred to the Committee of the whole Board. ‘ -

The following Meffage was received from the General Affembly, and by order
read in the fcllowing woids: o

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and Generi! Council. :

This Houfe concur with your Board in the fi+ft, third, and fourth Refolutions,
contained in your Meflage fent to this Houfe on the gth inftant, and the Houfe pro-
ofe the following amendment to the fecond Refolution, viz. that the word « between,”

P ) P 3 S ! )
be c-rafcd,. and infert “ on the part of,” after the werd € and;” in the fame line inferc
« of fi-lelity and attachment on the part of;” after the word “themfelves,” infert ““and
are availing them{elves.,”—And to (he fifth Refolution propofe the following amend-
ments: after the words “ Weit Indics,” *“mipht Lave produced a dungerous revolutinn
in the fenziments and babits of our Slaves, had they not been firmiy attached to their

Mafters,” and to ftrike out the remainder of the faid reiolution. '

Affembly Room, 15th March 1793, Fobn Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the fiid Meflage and ainendirents derein, do lic on the table for
the further confideration of this Board.

QOrdered, That the order of tire day for the Board’s going into a Commirtee of
tle whole Board be dilihuiged, and that the Chairman have leave to fit again
to-MOrrow. ) .

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn ’till to morrow, twelve o’clock; and his
Ionour the Prefident adjourncd the Board accerdingly.

By Command,
E. Nloore,
Council Chamber, 15th March 1798. - Cierk or Genzral Council.

Friday, March 16, 1798.

THE order of the day was called for, and upon motion made and feconded, the.

Board refolved itfeif into a Committee of the whole Board, the hon. Thomas J.
Cotle taking the chair, and after fome time fpent therein, he quitted the fame, and
lis Honour the Piefident refumed his feat at the Board, when the chairman reported
pregrefs, and afked leave to fit again, which was ordered accordingly.’

His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had bis Honour the Com-
ma der in Chief’s dire&ions to adjourn till Monday the 19th inftanr, then ro meet
in the Secrerary’s Office at twelve o’clock at noon; and thereupon declared that this
Board do fiand adjuuined accordingly.

' By Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 16:h Murch,1798. Cierk of General Council.

Monday, March 19, 1798.
THE order of the day was called for, and upon motion made and feconded —
Ordered, That the Board do refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Boaid,
whereupon his Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon, John Tayior

took the chair; and after fome time fpent therein, his Honour the Preficent refumed -

the fame; when the Chairman reported to the Board, that the Committee had
unanimoufly agreed to the Refolution numbered 13, and had 1inade feveral
amencments. in the Refolutions numkbered 11, 12, 14, and 1§, but had rejected the
laft Refolution numbered 16, contained in the Meflage from the General Affembly
of the 15th inftant, and afked leave to fit again ; which was ordered accordingly. -
" Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report of the Committee of the
whole Board, and unanimoufly adopt the Refolution pumbered 13, contained in
the Mcffage from the General Affembly of the 15th infant, and that the Beard ;iro
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alfo approve of the feveral amendments made in thofe numbered 11, 12, 14, and

15, and adopt the rejection of the laft Refolution numbered 16, contained in faid

Meflage. ) '
Ordgered, That this Board do fend the above proceedings to the General Affem-

bly in a Meflage, which was done accordingly.

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen, : ,

This Board concurs unanimoufly with your Houfe in the numbered 13 of the
Refolutions contained in your Meffage of the 15th inftant; and the Board alfo con-
curs in numbered 11, 12, 14, and 1§, of your Refolutions contained in fuch Mel-
fage, with the following amendments. :

Tn numbered 11, after the word “ annexed,” in the fifth line, infert the following
words, © or by affixing picces of iron round the legs when out of confinement or
at work.”

In numbered 12, after the word « proper,” infert the word ¢ white.”

In numbered 14, at the end thereof, add the following words, * and if any
Proprietor or Manager fhall quit a Plantation where he has refided at any time
between the firft of January in one year, and the firlt of January in the enfuing
year, he ought, within ten days after he fhall. fo quit the Plantation, to make the
return as before dire@ed up to the time when he does fo remove.”

In numbered 15, after the word ¢ belief,” in the laft line but one, omit the reft of
the Refolution, and infert the following words, * the invalid and fick Slaves have
been treated and attended to.”

But this Board is forry they cannot concur with your Houfe in the laft Refolution,
contained in your Meffage of the 15th inftant, numbered 16, asthey coafider it as
more proper for the difcuffion of the Legiflatures of each diftinét fland.

Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 19th March 1798, Clerk of General Council,

Ordered, That this Board do. adjourn ’dll to-morrow, twelve o’clock, and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly. :
' - By Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 19th March 17 98. Clerk of General Council.

Tuefday, March 20, 1798.

A VERBAL Meffage from the General Affembly to his Honour the Com-
mander in Chief; informing his Honour, that George Webbe, fen. efq. one of the
Reprefentatives returned by the ifland of Nevis to ferve in the General Affembly, at-
tended to be fworn, whereupon his Honour dire&ted the writ of election and return
thereon made to be read, which was done accordingly, and then the ufual oaths of
government were adminiftered to, and the teft fubfcribed by the faid George Webbe,
fen, efq. who, together with the two other Gentlemen of the General Affembly,
returned to their Houfe, :

His Honour the Commander in Chief withdrew from the Board.

His Honour the Prefident direfted the Minutes of the laft meeting to be read,
and the fame were read accordingly.

Tl}e following Meffage from the General Affembly was reccived, and read as
ollows :

. The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
: Prefident and General Council. :
This Houfe has entered into feveral Refolutions, and are now fent for the con-
fid. . on of your Board. : ' -
i..inred 17, That the Juftices of the Court of King’s Bench and Grand Se(ﬁons;_
. .0
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of the Peace, or other Criminal Court, held next after the firft day of January in every
year, ought to be authorized to orderthe fum of cight dollars to be paid to the Ma-
nager of every plantation, by the Proprietor or Director thereof, forevery Negro'Slave
born upon fuch plantation during the preceding year, and refidence of fuch ‘Manager,
and which fhall be then living afier deduéting the decreafe, and that the Proprietor
of fuch plantation ought to have a deduftion of the monies fo paid from the firft of
his or her public taxes that fhall afterwards be due or papable.

Refolved 18, That if the Proprictor of any Slave fhall be convied of any of
the offences mentioned in the foregoing ninth refolution of this Committee, the
Court before whom the offender fhall have been convitted, ought to be em-
powered, if they fhall think it neceffary for the future protection of the Slave, to
take the Slave from the power of the Mafter wro has ill-treated him, and the
property in fuch Slave ongiit to be transferred, by the order of the Juftices convilt-
ing fuch Mafter, and for a price which they fhall eftabiith, to fome other Owner ;
but the price obtained for fuch Slave, ought to be paid to the Mafter in return for
the lofs of his property. :

Refolved 19, That no Proprietor, Poffeflor, or Dire&tor of any Slave, ought to.
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be permitted to turn away or difmifs from his or her proteétion and fupport, fuch -

Slave, on account or by reafon of fuch Slave being incapable of labour or fervice
from f(ickncfs, age, or infirmity, or to fuffer fuch Slave to wander about and be-
come troublefome to others for fultenance, but cught ro be oblized to keep fuch
Slave in his former or ufual place of abode, or in fome cther proper place, and
to provide for fuch Slave fufiicient food and clothing.

Refolved 20, That as it may fometimes happen, either from the deceafe or re-
moval of refidence of Proprictors, or from ‘the manumiffion cf Slaves without a
fuitable provifion for their maintenance, many unhappy objeéts afllicted with con-
tagious diftempers, or incapable of labour by fickneis, cid age, or otherwife, having
no Owner who can be compelied to provide for them, may become a public bur-

then or nuifance, the veftrics of the feveral parifhes in each Ifland ought to be em-

powered and required to provide for the fubfiftence of ‘fuch unhappy objetts, and
that the expences attending fuch provifien ought to be defrayed out of the public
trealury of each Ifland. .

. Affembly Room, March 20, 1798. Fobn Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the foregoing Refolutions be taken into confideration by the Com-
mittee of the whole Board. ’

Ordzred, That the honourable the Chairman of the Selet Committee, appointed
for the purpofes mentioned in the fecond Relolution of the General Affembly, fent
up to this Board on the 7th inftant, do bricg up his Report; when the hon. An-
drew Hamilton, the Chairman, brought up the fame, which was read in the iollow-
ing words : '

REPORT of the Committee of both Foufes of General
Affembly, appointed to confiler and report the Quantities
“of Provifions, Clothing, and Land, to be aliowed to
Slaves.

The Committee of both ifoufes appointed under the fecond Refolution fubmit-
ted to the General Council and General Affembly, beg leave to fubmic the fol-
lowing as their Report. ‘

That every Owner, Renter, or Poffcffor of any Slave or Slaves within the Lee-
ward Iflands, ought weekly and every week, under the penalty of .
for every omifficn, to purchafe or provide at the rate of the following quantities of
provifion for every Slave, of whom he is the Owner, Renter,.or Pofizffor. That is
to fay, at the rate of ¢ pints of good found corn or beans, 8 pints of like peafe,
8 pints of like wheat flour, 8 pints of like rys flour, 8 pints of like Indian corn-
meal, 8 pints of like oatmeal, 7 pints of like rice, 8 pints of like caffada flour, or

farine, 10 pounds of like bifcuit, 20 pounds of like yams or potatoes, 16 pounds of

like
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like eddaes, tannias, or tvres, 30 pounds of like plantanes or bananas, and alfo ¢
pound and 1 quarter of like herrings, fhads, mackarel, or other like fa}]ted provi~
fion, or double the quantity of frefh fith or other frefl: provifions. Provided never-
thelefs, that every fuch Owner, Renter, or Poffiffor, ought to have the abfolute
and uncontroulable right.of diftributing and dividing, but then it ought to b: done
weekly and every weck, all and every fuch quantities of provifion fo to be pro-
vided as aforefaid, unto and among all and every his Slave.or Slaves, in fuch pro-
portions, fhares, and allowances, as he fhall think proper, according to the dif-
ferent labour, fize, age, and ftrength, or othetwile, of all and every fuch Slave and
Slaves, and as the fame fhall appear to him in his diferetion o be eligible or
right; but then he ought aually to diftribute every weck among his Slaves th_e
whole quantity of provifions hereinbefore dire@ed to be puichafed or provided,
under the penalty of for every omiffion. .

Provided neverthelefs, That every aged, infirm, or fickly Slave, even thouzh in-
rapable of work, ought to receive weekly and every week, at leatt one full race or
ratio of allowance as aforefaid, notwichftanding the general and diferetionary power
of dividing of the fame hereinbefore permicted to the Owner.  And if any Owner,
Renter, or Pofleflor of any Slave or Siaves within the Leeward Hlinds, thall ome
or negle® to diftribute and fhare to any of his aged, infirm, or fickly Slaves,
weekly and every week, fuch full rate or ratio of provifions as alorefiid, he gt
to forfeit for everv fuch negle& or omiflion, the fum of unifs he
or fhe fhall be otherwife provided for in-the hafpital or fick-houfe.

That it ought to be lawful for every Owner, Renter, and Poflcffor of any Slaves,
emploved on'any plantation in the Leeward Ilands, to reduce and Jdimini‘h, when
he fhall be altually making Sugar or cutting Canes on fuch plantation, the quan-
tity of provifinns hercinbefore direfted to be diftributed among his Slaves, in the
the proporticn which one-fifth part of the fdid provifion bears to the whoic thereof,
but on ‘no account in a larger proportion.

. That money ought, on no account, to be given to Slaves in lieu of the Drovi-
fion hereinbefore direted to be purchafed or diftributed, unlefs in cafe of ablo-
lute and urequivocal neceflity ; and that if any Owner, Renter, cr Poflefor of any
Slave or Slaves within the Leeward Iflands, thall offend againft this Claufe, he ought.
to forfeit the fum of

And in order to determine and afcertain the circumftance under which fuch ne-
ceffity fhall be deemed to exift, it ought to be declared, that whenever there thall
be for fale in any Merchant’s ftore in the Ifland, where a n-ceflity of comimuting -
provifions for money is pretended or alledged, 2c barrels of flour, or the fame quan-
tity of any other provifions, no Planter ought to be allowed to pretend or alledge
that he cannot procure provifions; nor thall he be allowsd to commute for mouev,
any part of the quantity of provifions dire@ed to be given to anv Slave by this A&,
under the penaly of for every time he fhall in any refpett cffeald againGt
this Claufe. '

That whenever and as often as any Owner, Renter, or Pofl:{for of a1y S'ave or
Slaves within the Leeward Ilangs, fhall commute, or exchang? for maney the pro-
vifions kereinbefore direfted to be purchaf.d or provided for fuch Siives, or any
part of the fame, he ought to give and pay to and among his Slaves at the rare of
four thi'lings per week, for each and every Slave of which he is the O waer, Renter,
or Poileflor, and with whom he makes fuch commutations or exchange, and ought
further ro allow to every Slave with whom he fhall make fuch commuration, two half
dzys in eich week to refort to the beft market for laving out to the belt advantage fuch
commutation money.  Provided neverthelefs, that it ought to be lawful for every
fuch Owner, Renter, and Poffeflor, to divide, diftiibute, and fhare fuch commu-
taticn moncy among all and every of his Slaves with whom he mzke=s fuch com-
mutation and exchange, in the fame manner, and with the fame difcretionary power,
as is hercinbefore veft=d in him with refped to the provificns he is hercinbefore

* direfted to purchafe or procure and diftribure.

That whenzver the quantity of provifion land under cultivation, with the Owner’s
time, upon any eftate in the Leeward Iflands, thall be in the proportion of one

acre
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acre of land for every ten Slaves worked and employed upon fuch eftate, and

the produce of fuch land fhall be in proportion to one half of the quansity of Chriftopher’s

provifions by this A&t dire€ted ro'be purchafed or procured for all the Slaves fo
worked or employed. That then it ought to be lawful for the Owner of fuch
plantation to diminith, by one half, the quantity of dry provifions directed by this
A& to be purchafed for, and diftributed among fuch Slaves ; provided the whole
produce of the land fo under cultivation is appropriated to the ufe of the Slaves fo
employed, and provided the Maler alio diftributes among them their fu!l allow-
ances or rates of falt provifions; and provided alfo, that fuch Owner fhall attend
the Council Board in the Ifland where fuch plantation fhall be fituate, once in
every three months, and then and there take the following oath:

I do fwear, that I have had for three months paft Slaves employed con
my plantation, or under my direction, in the parifh of and that there is
under the cultivaiion of provifions upon the faid plantation, at leaft one acre of
land for every ten Slaves employed thereon, and that the produce of the faid land
has been for three months laft paft, together with the quantities of provifions di-
reGted by this A& to be purchafed or procured, diftributed and fhared among
them, and that the faid produce has been appropriated, and the faid provifions have
been fhared and diftributed, agreeably to the directions of this A&.

So help me God.

That every Owner, Renter, and Pofieffor of any plantation within the Leeward
Iflards, ought to allot and give to every Slave of which he is Owner, Renter, or
Pcfleflor, and who is capable of working the fame, a piece or fpot of good well
laying land of 40 feet fquare at leaft, immediately round or clofe to his houfe, if
this can be done without pulling down or injuring any other Negro houfe, and if
it cannot be fo done, then every fuch Owner, Renter, or.Poffcflor, ought to allot
and give to each and every fuch Slave the fane quantity of land in fome part of
the plantation on which fuch Negro refides, and cemmodious for his working of
the fame, provided fuch Owner, Renter, or Pofleflor, has fo much land as is hereby
required to be allotted as aforefaid, not ufually planted in Canes; and if he has
not, he ought to give and allot to every fuch Negro as aforefaid, in lieu of the famre,
an annual compenfition, which fhall be ¢qual to the annual value of the land ufually
allotted as aforefaid. .

That every Owner, Renter, or Poffeffor of 2ny Slave or Slaves ‘within the Lee-
ward Iflands, ought to keep and produce, whenever legally required, a full, true,
plain, and weekly account of all provifions purchafed for, or diftribuied or fhared out
among all or any of his Slaves, and alfo of all commutation money paid in lieu of the
fame, under the penalty of : and every week in which he fhall
_ neglet or omit to keep fuch zccount, and if he fhall refufe to produce fuch account,
whenever he fhall be thereunto legally required, he fhail forfeit the fum of

That every Owner, Renter, and Poffeflor of any Slave within the Leeward
Iflands, ought twice in every year, that is to fay, on the firit day of January and the
firlt day of Auguft, to provide for and give to each and every of his male Slaves,
one jacket made of good found woollen cloth, and one - pair of trowlers of good
found ofnabrigs ; and to each and every of his female Slaves, one wrapper of fuch
woollen cloth, and one petticoat of fuch ofnabrigs.

Refolved, That this Report fhall be figned by the honourable Andrew Hamilton,
Chairman of this Committee.

Andrew Hamilton, Chairman,

Ordered, Thaf the faid Report do ftand for the confideration of this Board to
morrow.

The Order of the Day being read, and ui)on motion made and feconded ;—
Ordered, That the fame be difcharged, and that the Chairman of the Commit«
tee of the whole Board have leave to fit again to-morrow.

119. Ordered,

St.

Proce-dings
of the
Geaeral

Council.
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Ordered, That this Board do adjourn il to-morrow, 12 o'ciock; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
: By Command,

E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 20th March 1798, Clerk of General Council,

Wednefday, March 21, 17¢8.

HIS Honour the Prefident laid before the Board, a Letter to him from his Honour .
the Commander in Chief, enclofing extra® of a Lerter to his Honour, from his
Grace the Duke of Poriland, which were read, and directed to be entered upon the
Minutes of this Board. ’

Sir, _
I beg leave to enclofe you an extra&t of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland, which you will be pleafed to lay before the Board of General Council.
' I have the honour to be,
‘ Sir,
Your moft obedient and
moft humble Servant,

. Robert Thomfen.
To the honourable Richard Iles, Efq.

Extradt from his Grace the Duke of Portland’s Letter; dated
Whitehall, 1ft January 1798. _

¢ The meafures which you have taken for convening a General Council and
« Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, to take into confideration the Refolution of the
* Houie of Commons of the 6ih of April laft, feem highly proper, with a view to

© ¢ their proceedings being conducted with uniformity and effet.”

The following Meffage. was received from the General Affembly, and read as
follows: ’

The Gentlemen of the General Aflembly, to his Honouf the
Prefident and General Council.

‘The Houfe has entered into the following Refolutions, and are now fent for the
confideration of your Board.

Refolved 21, That it ought to be epadted, That in one month after the pafling
the A&, the Proprietor of every eftate within thefe 1flands, and Owners of Slaves not
attached to an eltate, or in his, her, or their abfence, the Attorney, Manager, or
other perfon, under whofe care and direion fuch eftate or Slaves may happen to
be, fhould affemble together the Slaves under his, her, or their diretion, manage-
ment, or care, and fhould enquire which of them have a hufband or wife ; and if it
fhould fo happen that an acknowledgment is made of more than one -hufband or
wife, fuch Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon aforefaid, fhall corapel
and caufe the Siave fo acknowledging, to make his or her eletion and declaration,
which Slave he or fhe will confent to confine him or herfelf to as his or her wife or
hufband ; and when fuch acknowledgment or ele@ion is made, to enter the fame in a
book to be kept for that purpote, and make the fame as public as pofiible; and from
thenceforth the faid Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon as aforefaid,
fhail do his utmoft endeavour to keep together in harmony and tranquillity, the par-
ties fo electing to live together; and difcourage and difcountenance, during the life
of the parties, any cennexion inconfiltent with the acknowledgment or ele&ion fo
made.  And the faid Proprictor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon as aforefaid,
fhall promote and encour:ge, confine and reftri®, the union of one man to one
woman, as they fhall come under his or her care, or to years of maturity, and from
time to time regifler and make notorious as aforefaid. ~ And the better to preferve
and encourage the conftant attachment and cohabitation aforefaid, every Proprie-
tor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon having the charge of the female Slave, for
erery child, the fruit of fuch intercourfe, living fix weeks after the birth, fhall re-

ward
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ward the parties in the following manner; for the firft child four dollars, for the

fecond one dollar, and in the like proportion of advance for every other child. And.

every Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon omitting or neglecting to do
and perform what is hereinbefore directed, fhould ferfeie and pay the ‘i"u'm of twenty
ounds.

d And whereas example is much more effeftual than precept, therefore all Pro-
prietors,'Managers, and Overfeers, aud every other defcription.of white men,upon
eftates, ought to be reftrained, by the fevereft penalties, from weakening, by his own
irregular condu, the effet of the exhortations and eaquiries which are enjoined by
this Act. :

Refolved 22, To aveid the inconveniences that do fometimes arife from perfons
manumitting and fetting free their Slaves, when they have been rendered incapable
of fervice by age, infirmity, accident, or calamity, to avoid the expence of pro-
viding a proper tubfiftence for fuch Slave, it ought to be refolved, that if anv Pro-
prictor of a Slave fhall manuniit or fet free any Siave in his or her poficfiion,
who fhall be rendered incapable of fervice from any of the caufes aforefaid, that
fuch Proprietor fhall be obliged to pay into the hands of the Treaturer of the Ifland
where fuch Slave fhall be fo manumitted and fet free, the fum of three hundred
pounds currency, from which fum fuch Slave fhall bs entitled to draw half-yearly,
an intereft arifing upon fuch fum, according to the rate of intereft in each refpective
Ifland, for his or her fubfitence during the life of fuch Slave; and that upon the
death of fuch Slave fo manumitted and fet free, the faid fum of three hundred pounds
currency, fhall be appropriated to the ufe of the-public.

: ‘ Fobn Burke, Speaker.,

Affembly Room, 21ft March 1748.

Ordered, That the forcgoing Refolutions be referred to the Committee of the
whole Board. _ :

The order of the day for taking into confideration the Report of .the Sele& Com-
mittee, appointed for the purpofes mentioned in the fecond Refolution of the Gene-
ral Affembly, fent up to this Board the 7:h inftant, was called for, and the Re-
port read. ‘

H.

St.
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The hen. William Woodley moved the fullowing amendment, and was feconded, ;

that the words and figure “ g pints of corn or beans,” in the 7th line of the faid Re-
port be erafed, and in lieu thereof infert <« 8 Pints of corn or beans,” which amend-
ment, upon the queftion being pur, was negatived :—

‘Contents 4— Not Contents §.

The hon. James Athill moved, and was feconded, that the faid Report be now
seceived and approved by this Board, and upon the queition being put, it was car-
ried in the affirmative : — i

Contents 8——Not Content 1.

The order of the day for the Board's refolving itfelf into 2 Committee of the whole
Board, was called for, and upon motion made and feconded, his Honour the Pre-
fident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after
fome time fpent therein, his Honour the Prelident refumed the fame: When the
Chairman reported to the Board, that the Committee had taken into confideration
‘the Refolutions contained in the Meffuge from the General Affembly, fent to the
Board on the 20th inftant. That the Committee had unanimoufly agreed. to the
Refolutions numbered 17 and 19, and had made the following amendments in the
two other Refolutions containéd in the faid Mcflage:

In numbered 18, at the end thereof, add the following words, ¢ or to any perfon
baving the prior lien on the faid Slave.”

In numbered 20, after the words, ¢ in each Ifland,” infert the following words, ¢ or
the Prefident of the Council or Speaker of the Affembiy when there are no Veftries
and afked leave to fit again, which was ordered accordingly. '
~ Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report of the Committee of the
whole Board, and unanimoufly adopt the Refoluticns numbered 17 and 19, and

that
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St thar the Board do alfo approve of the amendments made in thofe numbered 18 and
Chriflopher’s 55 contained in the faid Mefage.
No. 8. Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock ; and his
Inclofure  Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
(3) » By Command,
E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 21ft March 1798. _ Clerk of General Cauncil,

. Thurfday, March 22, 1748.
Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly :

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

~ Gentlemen,

THIS Board has taken into its confideration, the joint Report of the Sele& Com-
mittee, appointed for the purpofes mentioned in the fecond Refolution of the Gene-
ral Aflembly, fent up to this Board the 7th inftant, and approved the fame.

: ' Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 22d March 1748. Cleik of General Council.

Ordered, Thart the following Meflage be fent to the General Affembly :

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Afiembly.
Gentlemen, . ‘
This Board concurs unanimoufly with your Houle, in the numbered 17 and 19 of
the Refolutions contained in your Meffage of the 20th inftant ; and alio concurs in the
numbered 18 and 20 of the Refolutions contained in the fame M. fl.ge, with the
following amendments, which are now fubmitted to your confideration.
1n numbered 18, add the following words at the end thereof—*¢ or to any perfon
having the prior lien on the faid Slave.”
In numbered 20, after the words, « in each Ifland,” infert the following words, * or
the Prefident of the Council or Speaker of the Affembly, when there are no

Veftries.”
Signed, by Command,
' ) E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 22d March 17¢8. Clerk of General Council.

The Order of the day for the Board's refolving itfeif into a Committee of the
whole Board, was called for, and upon motion made and feconded, his Honour the
Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and afier
a fhort time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame ; when the
Chairman reported to the Board, that the Cominittee - had taken into confideration
the Refolutions contained in the Meflage from the General Affmbly, fent to this
Bea.d on the 21ft inftant, and that the Commiree had agreed to tue fame; and
afk:d lcave to fit again, which was ordered accorcingly.

Ordered, That this Board do adopt the faid two Refolutions, and that the fol-
lowing Mcflage be fent to the General Affembly :

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the

Genidemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen,

. 'This Board concurs with your Houfe, in the two R:folutions contained in your
Meffage of the 211t inftant.

- Sigred, by Command,
E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 22d March 17g8. Clerk oi Guneral Council. -

The
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The following Mefluge from the General Aflembly was received, and read:

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour
the Prefident and General Council.

‘This Houfe has entered into the following Refolution, and is now fent for the
confideration of your Board.

Refolved 23, Thatin cafe any white or free coloured perfon fhould beat or ill-
treat ary Negro or other Slave not belonging to him or her, or to take away from
any {uch Slave by force, or without his or her confent, any article or articles what-
foever, for which fuch Slave fhall produce a ticket from his or ker Owner or Direc-
tor, authorizing him or her to fell or poffefs, or any zrticle or articles which the faid
Slave is authorized by the laws, ufages, or cultoms of the faid Ifland wherein he or
fhe refides, to fell or poffefs, or fhould pull away from any Slave, knock down, or
featter any grafs, vegetables, or other articles or things as aforefaid, or otherwife
interrupt, intermeddle with, or annoy fuch Slave in the peaccable exercife of any

legal ight or privileges limited to him cr her by his or her Owner or Diretor, that .

then and in fuch cafe, vpen compliint made by fuch Owner or DireQor, without
oath, to any Juftice of ti: Peace in or near the parifh where the offence may be
committed, fuch Juftice fi.ould be authorized to order fuch perfon to appear before
him and another- Juftice, to snfwer to fuch complaint; and in cafe the two Jultices
upen fuch examination fhou!d find it necelTury, from the want of evidence, they
ought to be authorized to examine fuch perlon or perfons upon his, her, or their
own oaths, as to fuch complaint; and upon convition of any of fuch offences afore-
{aid, the faid two Juftices ought to be authorized ro nflil any penalty not exceed-
ing £.20 current money, to be recovered by a fumicary mode of proceeding;
and in cafe fuch perfon or perfons (houid refufe to obey the order of fuch Juftice of
the Peace, and make defaulr, or fhould refufe to make oath as to fuch complaint
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againft him, her, or them, when required by the faid two Juftices, or to anfwer fuch

queftions upon cath, as the faid two Jultices fhould think proper to afk him, her, or
them, fuch perfon or perfons fo making default, or refufing to make oath, or an-

fwer fuch queftions as aforefaid, fhould ftand convited of the offence as charged
~ againft him, and fuch Juftices fhould be authorized to infli® fuch penal:y not ex-
ceeding £. 20 as aforefaid, as they in their difcretion fhould think proper, and fuch
Juftices fhould be authorized to commit fuch perfon cr perfons refufing or negle@t-
ing to pay fuch penalty, to the common gaol of fuch Ifland, for any time not exceed-
ing three months; and fuch Juftices thould be authorized to deliver and pay into the
hands of fuch Slave or Slaves the penalty fo impofed, as a compenfaiion for the
injury received. o

Aflembly Room, 22d March 1798: Fobn Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the above Refolution be referred to the Committee of the whole
Board.

The following Mefige from the General Affembly was received and read

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour
the Prefident and General Council.

‘This Houfe, in anfwer to your Meﬁ’agé of the 19th of March, have agreed to the
feveral amendments propoled therein by your Board.
Aflembiy Room, March 22, 1798. Fobn Burke, Speaker;

Ordered, “That this Board do adjoura till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
By Command,

) E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 22d March 1748, Clerk of General Cotncil,

119, Friday,

309



310

H. 8 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES

Friday, March 23, 1748.

St. : . .
Chriftopher’s  [11S Honour the Prefident laid before the Board the following Letter from his

- No. 8.
Inclofure

-

- Honour the Commandér in Chief, enclofing a copy of Sir William Young’s Letter

to his Honour the Prefident of Antigua, with the Report accompanying the fime,
which, after having been read, were ordered to be entered upon the Minutes.

... Siry - .

1 have the honour to enclofe you an authentic copy of Sir William Young’s
Letter, and the Refolutions entered into by the Socicty of Weft India Proprietors in
Parliament,” which I have procured from Mr. Prelident Byam, agreeable to

* the Refolution of the General Council on that {ubjet ; which you will be pleafed to

lay before the Board of General Council. '
1 have the henour to be, Sir, ‘
Your moft obedient, and
moft humble Servant, _
A _ . ‘ Robers Thomfon.
Stapleton’s, March 23, 1798. ,

To tﬁg Honourable Richard lles, Efg.

: 59, Harley Street, Loondon, June 7th 1797.
Sir, _ _
. AS a Proprictor and Planter in Antigua, and deeply interefted in the profperity
of that Ifland, and of the Weft India Colonies in general, I feel it incumbent on
me, in duty and regard, to rranfmit the grounds on which myfeir and others, at the
fame time having eftates in the Weft Indies, and being Members of the Britith
Houfe of Commons, proceeded in fupporting Mr. Charles Eilis’s motion on the
Slave Trade, and efpecially the fituation of the Negroes in our Iflands. [ think I
cannot better ftate the grounds of condu, than by tran{fmitting a Report of the
Committee of a fociety which we have thought it neceflary ar this crifis to inftitute,
confiting of Members in either Houfe of Parliament, being landholders in the Weft
India Iflands. . CoL :

We thras have been enabled to a&t in concert, and hitherto have, in confequence,
acted with uniform fuccefs, '

I have likewife.taken the liberty to tran{init pamphlets, containing the fubftance of
debates on that intercfting queftion, and which have been colleéted. with fome
care. i o : . .

Having had a perfonal knowledge in the vears 1791-2, of the general kind ats
tention of Maiters to their Slaves, and fecling the highift refpe& for the great abi-
lities and integrity of the gentemen I prefume to addrefs, through the honour of
your communicaticns, 1 have little to add tu the Documents which accompany this

- Letter, '

But I cannot omit the declaration, that, on every ground of paft experience in Par-
liament, from the fiift agitation of the queftion I advert to, ard from all fpeculation
on the furure that my mind can reach, it appears to me indifpenfably neceffury to
take fome fteps in our Colonies by Legiflative provifions, touching the fituation of
Neygroes in refpet to fociety, and to promote a natural increafe of their population,
and thus not only ftop for the preivnt, but gradually fupercede the very pretenfions,
at a fu.re period, to a meifure of dire@ abolition of the Slave Trade by the Mother
Country, a ireaiure which weuld blait the root of all our feitlements of property—
change the foundations of every b.queft, loan and iecurity - turn every mortgage
into an annuity on the lives of. Negrocs—inflitute a gencral f} ftem of foreclofure,
and d:pieciating our cftates, preclude all immediate refources, and ruin every in-"
tercft. . . o 4 .

I hope this fatal and fure alternative will be precluded. " T hope ’ere next Winter
Scflions of the Bitilh Paliave-t, to be favoured with a copy of fuch A&, as the
willam ef vour Coloaial Leg flacure thall fugg: &, in concurrence with the Addrefs
of thie duafe of Commons, and His Majefty’s directions in confequence,

| Feeling
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Feeling the ftrongeft interelt in the profperity of the colony of Antigus, I be

you to confider this Letter as the ¢ffufion of zealous attachment, and fo in kindnefs Chriftophe®s

reprefent it. With due refpet and regard, I have the honour tc be,

Sir, your faithful humble fervant, ) .
(Signed) - W. Young.
The Prefident of the Council of Antigua, '

Your Committee having been appointed to take into confideration, whether any
and what fteps fhould be raken refpecting the Slave Trade, are unapimoufly of

opinion, that fome meafures ought. to be taken in Parliament by the Weft India -

Proprietors on that fubje@, and they are led to this opinion by the following con-
fiderations: ' _ . .

ift. Tbat the repeated difcufion of the abolition of the Slave Trade in Parlia-
ment, may produce confequences of the utmoft danger to the Colonics, and that if
an A& for this purpofe theuld ever pafs the Britith Parliamenty it will be fatal to
them. ' : ‘
ad. That the queftion of abolition will continue to be agitated year after year,
ard as often as the forms of the Houfe permit, and that peither the Houle of Com-
mons nor the Country in general will {fuffer it to reft, ’dll fome fleps have been
taken which may afford them reafon to helieve, that every regulation has been
adopted which is confiltent with the fafety of the Colonies. '
- 3d. That many perfons of great weight and character, thongh confcious of the
danger to be apprehended from the meafures propofed by Mir. Wilberforce, have
{fuppo: ted, and will continue to fupport them;, becaufe ro mode of condudt at alt
compatible with their ideas of humanity has been propofed as an alternative,

4th. That, on the other hand, many perfons who have hitherto oppofed the mea-
fures of Mr. Wilberforce, will feel themfelves under the neceffity of fubmitting o
them, unlefs fome plan of regulation fhall be brought forward. ‘
~ sth. That there is reafon to believe, that befides Mr. Wilberforce’s- Bill, there
will be propofed fome more fpecious plan of moderate reform and gradual abolition,
which will meet with very genersl fupport, and that it is of the utmoft importance
that fuch a plan fhould be anticipated, becaufe the Weit India Proprietors, from
their local knowledge, are the only perfons to whom the formation of it can be
fafely entrufted. ' :

6th. That, confequently, for the joint purpofes of oppofing the plan of Mr, Wil-
berforce, and eftablithing the charater of the Weft India body, it is effential that
they fhould manifelt their willingnefs to promote a&ively the caufe of humanity, by
fuch fleps as fhall be confiftent with {afety to the property of individuals and the
general interefts of .the Colonies. ) .

Convinced, however, that the Colonial Legiflatures are alone qualified to judge of,
competent to ena, and able to enforce, any internal regulations, your Commuittee,
with a view of reconciling thefe confiderations wich the necefity of fome proceeding
in Parliament, fubmit to you, that a metion to the following effc& fhould be made
as your general opinion :

« That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requelting that His
¢ Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions, that it be recommended to
« the Governors of His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, to adopt fuch
« meafures, in concurrence with the Councils and Affernblies of each Colony, as
¢ fhall tend to regulate and controul the importation of Slaves from Africa; .and
“ by obviating the caufes which have hitherro impeded the natural increafe of Ne-
« groes already in the Iflands, fhall render that trade lefs neceffary, and ultimately
« lead 1o its termination ; and further, with a view to the fame effe®, the adoption
+ of every meaftire which may conduce to the moral and religious inprovement of
“ the Negroes, and promote their happinefs by fecuring to them the certain, im-
 mediate, and a&ive prote&ion of the Law, and at the fame time affuring His
« Majefty, that this Houfe will concur in whatever meafures may be conducive to
¢ the attainment of thefe objets.” " A
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6o SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES
At a Meeting held on Wednefday December 14th, 1746.
Prefent.
Sir Richard Gamon, . Mr. G. W. Thomas,
Mr. Nefbitr, Mzr. B. Edwards.
Sir Charles Bunbury, Mr. Lafhington,
Mr. Charles Ellis, Mr. Mitchell,
Mr. Barham, Lord Lavington,
Sir William Young, Mr. Macdonall,
Mr. Manning, Mr. G. Ellis,
Mr. Praed, - Sir G. Webfter Vaffal,
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Tudway,
Mr. Colhoun, Sir George Thomas,

Mz, Perrie,

The Report of the Committee, appointed to confider whether any and what fteps
fhould be taken refpeéting the Slave Trade was read. :

Refolved 1ft, Thar the faid Reporr is highly approved of,

2d, That Mr. Charles Ellis be requefted to make the motion approved of, and
that he give notice that, on an early day after the recefs, he will make a motion on
the fubject of the Slave Trade, and the ficuation of the Negroes in the Iflands.

3¢, That Mr. Ellis and Sir William Young do wait on Mr. Dundas, and fub-
mit the motion to his confideration.

- 4th, That the Committee have leave to fit again, and report on fuch meafures as
may be deemed further advifable, and that they be authorized to communicate with
Minifters on the fubjeé.

Mr. Petrie then moved, That out of refpet to the Legiflatures of the Iflands,
the Committee be requefted to communicate to the Agents of the different Iflands
the intended motion, witha view that they may tranimit the fame to the different
Committees of Correfpondence.—~Ordered.

Ordered, That the foregoing Letter and Report be referred to the Committee

. of the whole Board.

The Order of the day being called for, and upon motion made and feconded, his
Honour the Prefident quitted. his feat, and the honourable Thomas J. Cuttle took
the chair, and after a fhort time fpent therein, his Honor the Prefident refumed the
fame; when the chairman reported o the Board, that the Commitree had taken
into confideration the Refulution contained in the Mefluge from the General Affem-
bly, fent to the Board on the 224 inftant, and that the Commirttee had unanimoufly
agreed to the fame, and afked leave to fit again, which was ordered accordingly.

Ord:red, That this Board do unanimoufly adopt the faid Refolution, numbered
23, and that the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly :

His Honcur the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Aflembly,
Gentlemen,

This Board unanimoufly concurs with your Houfe in the Refolution numbered

23, contained in your Meflage of the 22d initant. )

Signed, by Command,
: E. Moore, :

Council Chamber, 23d March 1748, Clerk of General Council.

" The honourable Richard Hetherington informed the Board, that he had his
Honour the Commander in Chief’s leave of abfence for a fhort time, and that as

his intention was to return by the ea:liet opportunity, fhould the General Conncil

continue to fit, he hoped it met with the approbatien of the Board. When, upon
motion made and feconded, it was ' '

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the indulgence of leave of abfence for
a fhort time, granted by his Honour the Commander in Chief to the honourable
Richard Hetherington.

His
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His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Flonour the Com-
qmandcer in Chief’s directions to adjourn ’cill Monday. the 26th inftant, at twelve
o’clock; and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly. ’

By Command,

Council Chamber, 23d March 17¢8. Clerk of Gen:::le’Councﬂ.

| Monday, March 26, 1798.

THE Order of the day was called for, and -difchargcd;ya;nd ordered tlZagt the
Chairman have leave to fit again.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn 'till to-morrow, twelve o’clock i hi
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly. ocks and his

By Command,
. E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 26th March 1798. Clerk of General Council.

. - Tuefday, March 27, 1748.
The following Meflage from the General Aflembly was received, and read :

The Gentlemen of the General Afferobly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council,

THIS Houfe has entered into feveral Relolutions, and are now {ent for the con-
{ideration of your Board. : _

That it appears to this Houfe, that the following caufes principally tend to im-
. pede the natural increafe of population ameng the Slaves, viz. -

Refolved 1ft. The greater number of males than females imported from Africa,

ad. The number cf abortions arifing from different caufes.

3d. The number of deaths within the firft month after birth. |

4th. The unneceffarily protrafted time-ufually beitowed by mothers to the nurfing
of their infants, _

That, in order to obviate the above caufes —

Refolved, That fo heavy a tax ought to be 1aid on the importation of aged and
infirm mate and female Slaves, as to amount, in fa&, to a prohibition.

Refolved, That abortions frem to arife principally from the pregnant women
being allowed to ab'ent themfelves from ali work, and from the eye of the Pro-
prietor or Manager, the moment they declare their pregnancy, becaufe they then
ramble about getting into broils, and carry too heavy burdens for themfelves and
others to market ; and, in fome inftances, from being kept to improper work, or
being improperly punithed : That, therefore, every female Slave when pregnant,
ought to be conftantly en the eftate, cither in the ficld (where fhe ought not to
do any other work than weeding, or any ather light work, or taking care of the
young children whofe mothers are at work) or about the houfe of the Proprietor
or Manager, 2nd that no pregnant woman ought to be punifhed in any other man-
ner than by confinement. o

Refolved, That every Proprietor or Manager ought to have on the plantation
under his care, a commodious and diftin& ward in the hofpital or elfewhere, which
thall be appropriated folely for the ufe of lying-in-women, furnithed with proper
conveniences for their accommodation ; and that the Proprietor or Manager ought
to take care that the women are furnithed with proper food, clothing for the infant,
‘and fuch other things as are ufually provided in lying-in-hofpitais for women under
fimilar circumftances. ]

Refolved, That with refpet to the time of weaning children, this Houfe is of
opinion, that nothing effectual can be done by law; but that when the caule is
_pointed out, there is reafon to hope, that the Proprictor or Manager will take every
means in their power to obviate it.

Afiembly Room, 27th March 1798, Fobn Burke, Speaker.
119 Ordered,
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Ordered, That the foregoing Refolutions be referred to the Committee of the whole
oard, : :

The Order of the day being called for, his FHonour the Prefident quitted his feat,
and the honourable Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after a fhort time fpent
therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported
fome progrefs, and afked leave to fit again ; which was ordered accordingly. :

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, 12 o’clock ; and his Honour
the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
By Command,
: E. Moore, ‘
“Council Chamber, 27th March 1798. . Clerk of General Council.

. Wednefday, March 28, 1798.

THE Order of the day being called for, his Honour the Prefident quitted his feat,
and the honourable Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after fome time fpent
therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame ; when the Chairman reported,
that the Committee had taken into confideration the caufes afligned, and the Refolu-
tions contained in the Meffage from the General Aflembly, fent to this Board on the
27th inftant, and had agreed to the fame with feveral amendments, which the Chair-
man fubmitted to the Board, and afked leave to fit again; and it was ordered ac-
cordingly. :

Ordered, That this Board do unanimoufly adopt the amendments reported to
have been agreed to by the Committee of the whole Board, to the Meffage from the
General Affembly fent to this Board the 2 7th inftant; and that the fame be fent to
the General Affembly in the following Meffage :

"His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
' Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen,
This Board concurs with your Houfe in the caufes afligned as principally tending

- to impede the natural increafe of population among the Slaves, and the feveral Refo-

lutions contained in your Meffage of the 27th inftant, with the following amend-
ments, unanimoufly adopted by the Board ; and which are now fubmitted to your
confideration. ' .

After the words, « from Africa,” infert « No, 2. The vague, premature, and un-
reftrained connection of the fexes among young Slaves.” And alter the Numbers
“ 2, 3,and 4,” into « 3, 4, and 5.”

After the word,  That,” omit the words,  fo heavy a tax ought to be laid upon the
importation of,” and infert the words, ¢ a tax ought to be laid upon all male Slaves
'imported in any of the iflands of this Government, where the number of female Slaves
does not exceed the number of males, and to be {o heavy upon.”

After the word, « prohibition,” infert the following words :

. % Refolved, That every Proprictor ought to be compelled to give every male and
female Slave, who live together peaceably as man and wife, one dollar each, once in
every year that they fhall fo live together, and alfo as foon as any female Slave (hall
have fix children living, born during the exiftence of fuch conne&ion, provided the
man fhall not die before, or by any other fimilar connection with a Slave if one man
fhall die, the youngeft of which fhall be feven years of age ; the Mafter ought not to
oblige fuch female t0 do any other than light work.”

' Signed, by Command,

E. Moore,
Council Chamber 28th March, 17¢8. - - Clerk of General Council,

A verbal Meflage from the General Affembly, acquainting the Board, That that
Hou’e had read three times and paffed a Bill, intituled, *“ An A& for making fome
“ provifion for the Secretary or Clerk, and other Officers of the General Council
¢ and General Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, now affembled in the
“ fland of Saint Chriftopher, during their fitting, and for printing the Journals of th;

“ faj
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« fzid General Council and General Affembly,” and defired the concurrence of ﬁhc

General Council thereto. .
Ordered, That the faid Bill do lie on the Table.

The following Meflage from the General Aflembly was rcccivéd, and read :

H.
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The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the -

' Prefident and General Council.
This Houfe agree to the amendments propofed by your Board, to the Refolu-
tions fent from this Houfe yefterday.

Affembly Room, 28th March 17¢8. Fobn Burke, Speaker.

The following Meflage from the General Aflembly was received, and read :

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.
This Houfe have entered into feveral Refolutions, which are now fent for your
confideration.. .
Aflembly Room, March 28th 1748. Jokn Burke, Speaker.:

1ft. That it is the opinion of this Committee, it is impracticable, if it were even pru-
dent, to endeavour to compel the Slaves in thefe Iflands to adopt and conform them-
felves to any religious citablithment; but that they may be brought gradually to a con-
fiderable degree of religious knowledge by attention on the part of their Mafters
and the Clergy, evidently appears from the great fuccefs that has attended the pious
exertions of the Moravian and other Miflionaries in the feveral 1{lands of this Go-
vernmeat, whofe mode of inftruction and difcipline, feem to be particularly adapted
to the minds and capacities of their- hearers, and who take great pains to inculcate
upon them as a principle of religion, the neceflity of conjugal fidelity 5 feverely and
publicly reprimanding fuch as are guilty of infidelity, and fometimes excluding them
from their chapels until they have amended their condu& : but that no Proprietor
ought to be allowed to reftrain in any manner the Slaves under his direction from
receiving religious infiru@ion, or the rite of baptifm, from any qualified perfon who
may voluntarily or otherwife engage himfelf in fuch an undertaking : and that the
regular Clergy in each Ifland, ought to be enjoined to baptize all fuch Slaves who
may offer themfelves for that purpofe, in the Church, after the performance of divine
fervice, without any fee or reward, unlefs they fhajl have reafon to refufe fo doing on
account of the ignorance or ill charadter of the perfon fo requiring to be baptized ;
and that ia all fuch cafes the Clergy ought to endeavour, by exhortation and inftruc-
tion, to qualify fuch perfons as they may fo reje&, to be thereafter received into the
faith of Chrift’s churciw ‘ :

2d. That as the maniiage of Slaves cannot give any particular right either to
the contraéting parties or to their children, it doth not appear to this Committee to
be neceffary or even proper, to prefcribe the celebiation of any religious rite in
order to fan&ify a contrad, the faithful performance of which muit or 1is rather to
be withed than expeéted, left the violation of facred vows be too often added to the
crime of infidelity. :

3d. That in any Bill which may be framed for carrying into effcét fuch of the
Relolutions of this Committee as have beeny or hercafter may be approved by the
Houfe, it will be proper and neceffary to infert a claufe or claufes for the appoint-
ment of proper perfons, whole particular duty fhall be to attend to the due execu-
tion of the law :—And that the perfons fo appointed ought to be invefted with
fuch powers and authorities, as may be neceffary to enable them efelually to per-
form their fuid office. -

ath. That in order to eftablith a fuze and fufficient credit for the fubfiftence of
Slaves upon eftates, where the Owner, Reater, or Pofftfior fhall be in bad or doubt-
ful circumftances, and without either money or produce to make immediate pay-
ments, it ought to be provided, That all fupplies furnifhed for the food and rai-

' ment
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‘No. 8.. fon purchafing or contra&ing for fuch fupplies, fir.]i be fixed, and .confidered .as
Linclofare - the firft lien on fuch eftates for fuch period of time aud no longer.

H. 43 SLAVE TRADE—-WEST INDIES

merit of . Slaves upon eftates and planrtations, and for medical affiltance, wirhin twelye
months antecedent to their being taken out of the powrr or pofleflion of the pere

Ordered, That the ioregoing Refolutions, No. 1, 2, 3, and 4, be referred to the
“Committee of the whole Board. :
‘Ordered, Thbat this.Board do adjourn ’till to-morrow, twelve o’clock ; and his
-Honour the Prefideat adjourned the Board accordingly.
By Command,
L. Moore,
Council Chamber, 28th Mareh, 17¢8. ‘Clerk of General Council,

, Thurfday, March 29, 1798

ORDERED, That the Bill, intituled, © An A& for making fome provifion for
¢ the Secretary or Clerk and other Officers of the General Council and General
% Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, now affimbled in the Ila: d of
¢ Saint Chriftopher, during their fitting, and for printing the Journals of the *id
*'General Council and General Affembly,” be now read for the firft time, and the
fame was read the firft time accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be read a fecond time to-morrow.

- The Order of the day being called for, and, upon motion made and feconded,
bis Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the honourable Thomas J. Cotcle
tock the chair, and sfier fome time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident re-
fumedthe fame: When the Chairman reported, that the Commitree had taken into
confideration the feveral Refolutions fent to the Board by the General Affembly on
the 28th inflant, and had agreed to the three firit of fuch Refolutions, and ordered
the laft to lie.on the Table for further confiderasion, and afked leave to fit again 4
which was ardered accordingly.

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report frem the Committee of the
«whole Board, and that the following.Mcﬂ'agt be feat to the General Affembly, and
tthe fame was fent accordingly. \

‘His Honour the Prefident and General Ceuncil, to the
Gentlemien of the Genceral Aflemibly.
Gentlemen, :
This Board concurs in the three firft Refolutions contained in the Meffage re-
~ceived from your Houfe yefterday, ard although we encirely approve the principle of
the lalt Refolution, we are of opinion that it will be miore preper to be introduced into
-a diftin& Bill, together with a provifion for preventing Slaves from teing lable to be
feparared from the cftates to which they are attached, or from their families and connec-
“tions: becaufe we conceive that 2 Law which would fo matcrially alter the nature of all
fecurities which creditors now have on Weft India property, couid not properly be
-paffed without a fufpending claute, which, if added to the Bill, to be for.ned in con-
Mequence of the Refulutions that have been adepted by the two Houtfes, would too
‘dong delay the operation of the many faluiary provifions contained therein : in con-
-fequence of which, a Member of this Board has already given notice of his inten
ition o bring forward a Bill to comprize the chjeis above ftated ; which Bill is now
in a great ftarc of forwardnets, and will be tuk.n icto confideration by this Board
without delay.
Signed, by Command,
: E. Noore,
“Council Chamber, 2gth March, 1748. Clerk of General Council.

‘Ordered. T hat the two following Refolutions No. 6 and 1o, bciﬁg two of the

- Refolurions directed to be fubmitted to the Commitree of the whole Board for taking

into confideration the ftate and condition of the Slaves, at the Meeting of this
Board on the 6th inftan, be.now read; and the fame were read accordingly.

No. 6.
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No. 6. Refolved, That it would contribute much to the comfort and happinefs

of Slaves, were they to be attached to the foil by enjoying an uninterrupted right
therein.

No. 10. Refolved, Thatit is highly neceffary to adopt proper means. for fecuring -

to any perfors who fhall fell any quantity of food and raiment for the proper fup-
port of any Slaves, a pnorhen on any plantation or freehold, or on fuch Slaves, to
the amount of their demands, as the apprehenfion of lofing their debts by a pre-

H.
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ference of former liens, may prevent Merchants and others from affordmg the fup- -

plies effentially neceffary to the maintenance of the Slaves.
The honourable James Athill, in confequence of notice previoufly given, moved

for leave to bring in a Bill upon the ground of the foregoing Refolutions, which:

was feconded, and leave given accordingly: and ordered that the honourable
Thomas J. Cottle, the honourable Sir Patrick Blake, and the honourable Edward
Byam Wyke, be appom..c'd to affift in brmgmg in the faid Bill.

Ordered, That this Board do auy.urn ’till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
' E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 2gth March 1798, Clerk of General Council.

Friday, March 30, 1798.
THE Order of the day being called for, and upon motion made and feconded :
Ordered, That the Bill for makmg fome Provifion for the Officers of the General
Council and General Affembly, &c. be now read a fecond umc and the faid Bill
was read a fecond time accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftapd for commitment on Tuefday next.
The followmg Meflage from the General Affembly was received, and read:
" The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to- his Honour
the Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe are forry that your Board has not concurred in our laft Refolution of
vefterday, and we beg leave to obferve that we are ftill of opinion, that it will be

better to comprize the fpirit of the faid Refolution in the Bill now preparing by a

Committee of this Houle, as we conceive the faid Refolution very materially con-
tributes to the principal obje of the Bill.

Affembly Room, 3cth March 17¢8. Jobn Burke, Speaker.
Ordered That the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly 2

RHis Honour the Pr(hdmt and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Aflembly. -

Gentlemen,

As the Meflagz received this,day from your Houfe does not contain any anfwer
to the principal part of our Mcflage of yefterday, and particularly as nothing therein
contained, tends to do away the reafon on which our opinion was founded we are
forry that we cannot alter that opinion, more efpecially as we conceive the two
objects mentioned in our forimer Meffage ought not to be feparated, fince both
equally, inour opinion, contribute to ¢n la.g'- the comforts of the Slaves.

Signed, by Command,
. E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 3oth March 17¢8. Clerk of General Council.

The Order of the day for the Board’s ref‘bxvm" itfelf into a' Committee of the

whole Houfe, was difcharged; and ordered, that “the Chairman have leave to fic
again,
[

Flis Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com- .

119. mander
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mander in Chief’s dire€tions to adjourn till Tucfday the 3d of April next, at twelve

o’clock ; and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly.
By Command,

E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 3oth March 1798, Clerk of General Council,

Tuefday, April 3, 1798.

THE Order of the day being read, for the commitment of the Bill, intituled,
« An A& for making fome Provifion for the Officers of the General Council and
<« General Affembly, &c.” And upon motion made and feconded, his Honour
the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle tock the chair, and
the faid Biil being gone -through, claufe by claufe, his Honour the Prefident re-
fumed his feat ar the Board; when the Chairman reported feveral amendments to
the faid Bill, which were read and approved of by the Board.

Ordered, That the faid Bill, with the amendments, be read a third time to-morrow,

The Order of the day for the Boards’s refolving idfelf into a Committee of the
whole Houfe, to take into confideration the ftate and condition of Slavery in the
Leeward Iflands, was ditcharged ; and ordered, that the Chairman have leave to fit

c’Ordered, That this Board do adjourn ’till to—morrovs}, twelve o’clock ; and his

Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
' ' By Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 3d April 1798, - Clerk of General Council.

, : Wednefday, April 4, 1798.
THE Order of the day being read, the Bill, intituled, ¢ An A& for making
« fome Provifion for the Officers of the General Council and General Aflembly, &c.”
with the amendments, was read the third time. :
Ordered, That the faid Bill, with the amendments, be now pafled this Board, and
fent down to the General Affembly in the following Meffage; which was done ac-

cordingly.

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen,
"This Board has read and paffed the Bill fent up from your Houfe, intituled, < An
« A& for making fome Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk, and other Officers of
« the General Council and General Affembly, &c,” and has made therein feveral
amendments therewith fent, to which the Board defires the concurrence of your

Houfe. :
Signed, by Command,

‘ _ E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 4th April, 1798. Clerk of General Council.

In the firlt fe@ion, inftead of the words « fix pounds twelve fhillings,” infert the
words ¢ five pounds,” and inftead of the words * fixty-fix fhillings,” infert the
words * fifty fhillings.” ., :

Leave out the whole of the recital, and the enaling part of the fecond claufe,
and infert the following words :— ’ _

¢« And whereas it has been ordered, that the votes and proceedings of both the
« f1id Houfes of Legiflature fhould be printed from time to time, Be i, .and it is
« hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon or’ perfons fully
« authorized to print or caufe to be printed, the votes and proceedings of the faid
¢« General Council or General Afembly of the Leeward Iflands, as they fhall from
« time to time be given to him or them by the faid Sccretary or Clerk of the
« faid General Council and Clerk of: the faid General Affembly, properly attefted

“ by them, fhall be paid for fuch fervice, the fums agreed upon between him
o _ : ' o  or
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« or them, and the perfons suthorized by the General Courcil and the General
« Aflembly to make fuch agreements.”” And in the laft fection inftead of the
word ¢ tenth,” infert the word ¢ twelfth” and inftead of * one,” in the laft line
of the fecond folio, infert  two” and inftead of ¢ the remaining tenth-part,”
the fecond line of the third folio, infert the words, * two twelfth-parts,” and in
the 12t line but two, of the fecond folio, after the word printer,” infert ¢ or

rinters.” _ '
p-Thc Order of the day for the Board’s refolving itfelf into a Committee of the
whole Board, to take into confideration the ftate and condition of the Slaves in
the Leeward Iflands, was difcharged ; and ordered that the Chairman have leave to
fit again. ‘ _

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn ’till to-morrow, twelve o’clock ; and his
‘Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 4th April 17¢8. Clerk of General Council.

. - Thurf{day, April 5, 1798.
ORDERED, That the Order of the day be difcharged, and that the Chairman
‘have leave to fit again. -

His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-
mander in Chief’s dire@tions to adjourn, till Monday the gth Inftant, at 12 0’Clock;
and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly. .

A A Signed, by Command, .
: '  E. Moore,
Council Chamber, sth April 1798, - Clerk of General Council,

' : Monday, April g, 1798.

ORDERED, That the Order of the day be difcharged, and that the Chairman
have leave to fit again.

His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-
mander in Chief’s dire@ions to adjourn till Wednefday the 11th inftant, at twelve
o’clock ; and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly.

By Command,

: © E. Mocre,

Council Chamber, gth April 1793, Clerk of General Council,

Wednefday, April 11, 1798.
ORDERED, upon motion made and feconded, That the honourable Edward
Byam Wyke have leave to bring in a Bill, intituled * An A& o prevent the Im-
. “portation of Bafe Coin, and to fix the weight of Gold Coin to pafs current within
¢ the Iflands of this Government;” and the faid Bill having been brought in accord-
ingly, it was, upon motion made and feconded,
Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read for the firft time, and the {fame was read
accordingly. _
Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for a fecond reading to-morrow.
" Ordered, That the Order of the day for the Board’s refolving itfelf into a Com-
mittee, be difcharged. o
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and his Honour
the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly. '

By Command,
E. Mogre,

“Council Chamber, 11th April 1798, . Clerk of General Council.

T hur{day,
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‘ : o Thurfday, April 12, 1798,
T HE :Order. of the day being called for, and read, it was upon motion made and

feconded, _ : :

Ordered, That the Bill, intituled, “ An A& to prevent the Fmportation of Bafe

~ « Coin, 8c.” be now read for the fecond time; and the faid Bill was read accord-

ingly. - ‘

gOrdcred, That the faid Bill do ftand for commitment on Monday next, the 16th
inftant. : "
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-merrow, 12 .0’clock ; and his Honour

By Commar;d,
: ’ E. Moore,
~'Council Chamber, 12th April 1748, ‘Clerk of General Council.

Friday, April 13, 1798.
HIS Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-
mander in Chicf’s ciretions to adjeurn till Monday the 16th inftant ; and declared
that this Board do ftand udjourned accordingly.
By Command,
: . S E. Moore, _
Council Chamber, 13th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

. Monday, April 16, 1798. °

A VERBAL Meflage from the General Aflembly, attended by their whole Houfe,
to his Honour the Commander in Chief, informing him, that, in confequence of their
late Speaker, the honourable Johin Burke, having, by permiffion, refigned his fear,
and returned to Antigua, they had proceeded to make choice of another Speaker,
and begged leave to prefent the honourable Oliver Yeamans Afh, Efquire, whom
they declared to have unanimoufly chofen as Speaker; and his Honour having figni-
fied his approbation thereof, the ufual oaths of government were adminiftered to,
and the teft fubfcribed by the Speaker, who then made the ufual demand of freedom
of debate and privileges, in the name and on the part of the Speaker and the General
Aflembly, as is exercifed by the Commons of Great Britain. :

The Speaker and the Gentlemen of the General Afitmbly then returned to their
own Houfe. '

Here his Honour the Commander in ‘Chief was pleafed to retire from the Board.
~ The Order of the Day being read, it was upon motion made and feconded, of-
dered that the Board do refolve itftlf into a Cemmittee, when his Honour the Pre-
fident quit‘ted his feat, and the'honourzble Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and

~after fome time {pent therein, his Honcur the Prefident refumed the fame ; when the

Chairman reported that the Committee had gone through, clavfe by claufe, the Bill,
intitvked, “ An A& to prevent the Iinportation of Bale Coin, &c.” with the feveral
amendments fubmitted by him to the Board.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read, with the amendments, and the fame was
read accordingly, and approved of by the Board. - ‘

Ordered, Thut the faid Bill be ingrofied, and read a third time to-morrow.

A verbal Meflage from the General Affembly to the General Council, acquainting
the Board, that their Houfe had read three times and paficd the four following Bills,
deliring the concurrence of this Board thereto, viz.

A Bil), intituled, © An A& for making fome Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk
and other Officers of the Gereral Council and General Affembly of the Leeward
¢t Charibbee llands, now affcmbled in the Ifland of St. Chriftopher, during their
“ fitting, and for printing the Journals of the faid General Council and General
“« Affembly:”

A Bill, intituled, « An A& more effeCtually to provide for the Support, and to
“ extend certain Regulations for the Prote€tion of Slaves, to promote and encourage
“ their Increale, and gencrally to meliorate their Conditicn.”

A Bill
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A Bill, intituled, “ An A& to admit, upon conditions, white perfons profefling
« the Roman Catholic religion in the Leeward Iflands, to all the nghm and pnvxlcges
« enjoyed by Proteftant fubj: &s within the fame,”  And,

A B, inrituled, ©“ An A& to reftrict the col]cé’tlon of the 4! per cent. duty,
« granted to His Mgeﬁy on the exportation of the-produce of the Legward Charibbee
s ]{lands.”

Oidered, That the * A& for making fome Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk
s« and other Officers of the General Council and General Affembly,” be read the
firft time ; and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now reje&ted by this Board and that a Meflage to
the Gcncral Affembly, informing that Houfe thereof, be fent ro-morrow.

Ordered, That the “ A& more effeCtually to provide for the Support of Slaves, &c.”
‘be now read for the firft time ; and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Blll be read a fecond time to-morrow,

Ordered, That the « A& to admit, upon conditions, white pcrf'ons profefling the
« Roman Catholic religion, to the rights of Proteftant fubjects, &c.” be now read
for the firft time ; and the fame was read accordingly. -

Ordered, That the faid Bill be rcad a fecond time to-morrow.

~ Ordered, That the « A& to reftrict the coliection of the four and half per cent.
duty, &c.” be now read for the firft time, and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be read a fecond time to-morrow.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock ;. and Lis
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 16th April 1793. Clerk of General Council.

-Tuefday, April 17, 1768,
THE firft Order of the day being called for, it was, upon motion, ordered, That

the following Meffage be fent o the Gcncral Affembly, and the fame was fent
accordingly.

His Honour the Prefident and General Counc-il, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen,
This Board has read and rejected the Bill, intituled, * An A& for making fome
Provifien for the Secretary or Clerk and other Officers of the General Councnl
and General Affembly of the Leeward Charbibee Illands, now affembled in the
ilard of Saint Chriftopher, durmg their ﬁttmg, and for printing the Journals of
the faid General Council and General Affembly.”
Signed by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 17th April 1798. ‘ Clerk of General Council.

The next Order of the day being read, the hon. James Athill moved, and was
feconded, that the Bill, intituled, < An A& to prevent the Importation of Bafe Coin,
&c.”” do now pafs this Board, and that the fame be fent with a verbal Meflage to the
General Aflembly, deﬁring the concurrence of that Houfe thereto; and upon the
queftion being put, it was carried in the affirmative.

The faid Bill was thereupon paflfed, and fent to the General Aﬁ'cmbly ac-
cordmcly

The next Order of the day being read, it was ordered, that the “ A& to reftriét the
colle&tion of the four and half per cent. duty, &c.” be riow read a fecond time ; and
the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for commitment to-morrow.

Ordered, That the other two Orders.of the day, for & fecond reading of the «“ A&
“ more cffc&ually to provide for the Support of Slaves, &c.” and the « A& to ad-
* mit, upon conditions, white perfons profefling the Roman Catholic religion to
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« the rights of Proteftant fubjeéts,” be difcharged, and that the faid two Als be

read a fecond time to-morrow.
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, ten o’clock ; and his Honour

the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
By Command,

E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 17th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Wednefday, April 18, 1798, -
THE firft Order of the day being read, it was, upon motion made and feconded,

* ordered, That the Board do refolve itfelf into a Committee, when his Honour the

Prefident quitted his fear, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and
after fomne fhort time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame;
when the Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through, claufe by
claufe, the Bill, intituled, © An At to reftrict the colletion of the four and half per
cent. duty, &c.” without amendment,

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for a third reading on Friday next.

- The next Order of the day for reading a fecond time, the ¢ Act to admit, upon
« conditions, white perfons profefling the Roman Catholic religion, to the rights
« of Proteftant fubje@s, &c.” being called for, the faid Bill was read a ficond time
accordingly. ‘

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for commitment to-morrow.

The Order of. the day being called for reading a fecond time the ¢ A& more
effedtually to provide for the Support of Slaves, &c.” the kon. William Woodley
moved, and was feconded by the hon. Edward Byam Wyke, that the faid Bill do
lic on the table, and be taken into the confideration of this Board at the next Sef-
fions of the General Aflembly; and upon the queftion being put, it was negatived ;
and the faid Bill was therespon ordered, and read a fecond time accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now committed to the Commitcee of the whole
Board, when his Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon, Thomas J.
Cottle took the chair, and after fome time {pent therein, his Honour the Prefident
refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported progrefs, and afked leave to fit
again ; which was ordered accordingly, ’

His Honour the Prelident here informed the Board, that private Bufinefs of im-
portance had (though very relu@antly) compelled him to apply to his Honour the
Commander in Chicf, for leave of abfence, which his Honour had been pleafed to
grant, whereupon the Board fignified its approbation thereof.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock ; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
E. Mocre,
Council Chamber, 18th April 1798, Clerk of General Council.

Thurfday, April 19, 1798.
- HIS Honour the late Prefident having left the Ifland, in confequence of the
leave of abfince granted; and the honourabie Andrew Hamilton, being by writ
of mandamus under the royal fignature, the fenior Councillor, was, by his Honour
the Commander in Chief’s diretions, called to the chair; and having taken the ufual
oaths of government, and fubfcribed the teft, his Honour thereupon took his
feat as Prefident of the Board accordingly. Here his Honour the Commander in
Chief withdrew. ,
The firft Order of the day for the Board’s refolving itfelf into a Committee, on the
“ A& to admir, upon conditions, white perfons profcfling the Roman Catholic
religion, to the rights of Proteftant fubjects,” being read, his Honour the Prefident
quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after fome fhort
time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame ; when the Chairman
seported
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reported that the Committee had gone through the faid Bill, claufe by claufe; with-
out amendmenc, » : .

Ordered, Thatthe faid Bill do ftand for a third reading to-merrow. :

The next Crder of the day being read, for the Board’s refolving itfelf into a Com-
mittee on the « A& more effeCtually to provide for the Support of Slaves, &c.” his
Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the
chair, and after fome time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the
fame ; when the Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the faid
Bill, claufe by claufe, and adopted the following amendments, viz.

fl.ﬁ‘.. In the firft claufe, in lieu of the words “feven pints of rice,” read * fix pints
of rice.” ' ' ‘

ad. In the feventh claufe, after the word “ woollen,” infe o« s
and after'the word < ofnabrigs,” infert ¢ or woollen.” rt the words “or ofnabrigs,
. 3d. Inthe twenty-fixth claufe omit the word « compel” in the 7th line, and infert

the words ¢ earneftly recommended to.” .

And upon the, faid three feveral amendments being read at the Board, the hon.
James Athill moved, and was feconded by the hon. John Taylor, That the faid amend-
ments be rejected by the Board ; arrd upon the queftion being pur, it was carried in
the affirmauve. :

Contents: The hon. James Athill,
The hon. John Taylor,
The hon. Thomas J. Cottle,
" The hon. Andrew Hamilton,
~Not Contents: The hon. Sir Patrick Blake,
The hon William Woodley,
The hon. Edward Byam Wyke.

The hon. James Athill then moved, and was feconded by the hon. Edward Byam
Wiyke, that the provifo, fufpending the operation of the Bill, intituled, <« An A&
more effe@ually to provide forthe Support of Slaves, &c.” until His Majefty’s plca-
fure is known, be rejeéted ; and upon the-queftion being put it was negatived.

Contents: The hon. James Athill,
: The hon. Edward Byam Wyke.
Not Coptents: The hon. Thomas J. Cottle,
The hon. Sir Patrick Blake,
The hon. William Woodley,
The hon. John Taylor.

It was thereupon moved, by the hon. James Athill, and feconded by the hon.
John Taylor, That the faid Bill be read a third time to-morrow ; and upon the
queftion being put, it was carried in the affirmative.

Contents: The hon. James Athill,
The hon. John Taylor.
The hon. Thomas J. Cottle,
' The hon. Sir Patrick Blake.
Not Contents: The hon. William Woodley,
The hon. Edward Byam Wyke.

A verbal Meffage from the General Affembly, acquainting the Board, That that
Houfe had read and pafled «“ An A& for making fome Provifion for the Secretary
« or Clerk and other Officers of the General Council and General Affembly of the
« ] .eeward Charibbee Iflands, now affernbled in the Ifland of St. Chriftopher, during
“ their fitting, and for printing the Journals of the faid General Council and
« General Affembly,” and defired the concurrence of the Board thereto. ’

Ordered, That the faid Biil be now read a firt time; and the fame was read
accordingly. :

Ordered, That the faid Bill be read a fecond time; and the fame was read
accordingly. '

O:dered, T hat the faid Bill do fland for commitment, to-morrow.
Ordered,
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Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, 12 o'cleck, @nd his ' Honour
the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly. ‘
' By Command,

‘ E. Mcere,
Council Chamber, 1gth April 1798. Clerk of General Council,

Friday, April 20, 1748.

THE firft Order of the day for reading a third time the Bill, intituled ¢« An A&
« to admit, upon conditions, white perfons profefling the Roman Catholic religion in
¢- the Leeward Iflands, toall the rights and privileges enjoyed by Proteitant fubjects

“¢¢ within the fame,” was called for, and

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read a third time ; and the fame was read ac-
cordingly. ' '

Ordered, That the faid Bill do pafs this Poard; and the fame was pafled accordingly.

The next Order of the day for reading a third time the Bill, intituled © An A&
« more effcGtually to provide for the Support, and to extend certain Regulations for
<t the Protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage their Increafe, and generally to
¢« meliorate their Condition,” was called for and read ; when the hon. James Athill
moved, and was feconded by the hon. John Taylor, That the faid Bill be now read

"a third time; and upon the queftion being put, it was carried in the affinnative ; and

the Bill was read accordingly. -

The hon. James Athill then moved, and was feconded, That the faid Eill do now
pafs this Board; and upon the queftion being put, it was wemine contradicente ordered;
and pafled accordingly. :

_The next Order of the day for reading a third time the Bill, intituled “An A& to

< reftriét the collection of the four and half per cent. duty granted to His Majefty, on

< the exportaticn of the produce of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands,”” was called for;
and upon motion made and feconded,

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read a third time ; and the fame was read ac-
cordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do pafs this Board; and the fame was paffed accordingly.

The Order of the day for commitment of the Bill, intituled, ¢ An A& for muking
¢ fome Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk and other Officers of the General Coun-
¢ cil and General Aflembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, now afiembled in the
 Ifland of St. Chriftopher, during their fitting, and for printing the Journals of the
¢ faid General Council and General Aflembly,” was called for, and upon motion
made and feconded, his Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas
J. Cottle took the chuir, and after a fhort time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident
refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported, that the faid Bill had been gone
through, claufe by claufe, in the Committee, without amendment.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read; and the fame was read for the third time
accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do pafs this Board, and be returned with a verbal
Meflage to the General Affembly; and the faid Bill was paffed, and fent down to that
Houfe accordingly. :

Ordered, That the following Meflage be fent to the General Affembly, and the
fame was fent accordingly :

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

. Gentlemen, :
~This Board has read and paffed, without any amendment, the following Bills, fent
up from your Houfe, which will be, by his Honour the Prefident, laid before his
Honour the Commander in Chief, for his affent.
A Bill, intituled ¢ An A& more effeGtually to provide for the Support, =::d to extend
“ certain Regulations for the Prote@ion of Slaves, to promote and encourage their
* Increafe, and generally to meliorate their Condition.”
o A Bill
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A Bill, intituled © An A& to admit, upon conditions, white perfons profeffing the
« Roman Catholic religion in the Leeward Iflands, to all the rights and privileges
« enjoyed by Proteftant fubjets within the fame.”

And a Bill, intituled “ An A& to reftrict the colle@ion of the four and half per cent.
« duty, granted to His Majetty on the exportation of the produce of the Leeward
¢ Charibbee 1flands.” -

' Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 20th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

A motion was made by the hon,- Sir Patrick Blake, and feconded by the hon,
Thomas J. Cottle, that the following Meflage, with the Refolution therein contained,
be fent to the General Affembly, which was, upon the queftion being put, ordered
and fent accordingly.

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Afiembly.
Gentlemen, _

This Board has entered into the following Refolution, to which they defire the
concurrence of your Houle. :

Refolved, Thac the Bill, intituled, * An A& more effeftually to provide for the
« {upport, and to extend certain regulations for the protetion of Slaves, to promote
« and encourage their increafe, and generally to melioraz: tiieir condition,” be
printed as foon as it receives the affent of his Honour the Commander in Chief,
and that his Honour and each Member of the General Council and General Affembly,
be furnithed with a copy of the fame.

Sigred, by Command,
E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 20th April 1748. Clerk of General Council.

The Gentlemen of the General Aflembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe concur with your Board, that the Bill intituled, * An A& more
« effe@ually to provide for the fupport, and to extend certain "regulations for the
< prote&tion of Slaves, to promote and encourage their increafe, and guierally to

« meliorate their condition,” be printed as foon as his Honour the Commander in-

Chief has given his aflent thereto, and each Member of the General Council and
General Affembly be furnifhed with a copy of the fame.

: Oliver Y. Afb, Speaker.
Aflembly Room, 2cth April 17g8.

The following Refolution was, upon motion made and feconded, fent to the General
Affembly in the following Meflage :

His Honour the Prefident and Gereral Council, to the
Gentleinen ofthe General Affembly.
Gentlemen,

This Board has entered into the following Refolution, to which they defire the

concurrence of your Houfe : ' ' )
Refolved, That 2 Committee be appointed to draw up an Addrefs to his Honcur
the Commander in Chief, to ftate to his Honour, that a Bill has pafled the two
Houfes of General Affembly, to refttit the colle&ion of the four and half per cent.
. duty, humbly to reprefent to his Honour, that this Houfe derive a confident _hqpc-,
that he will be pieaicd to give his confent to the faid Bill, from a conviction,
arifing from his palt condu, that he has fincerely at heart the interefts of the
Hlands at prefent under his government, to flate to his Honour, that the four and
half per cent. duty, operating partially upon the inhabicanzs of thefe Iflands, which
are peculiarly liable to the dreadful effe@ts of dry weather, and burthened with in-
-tolerable debts, is felt as the greateft oppreffion; that his Honour’s giving his confent
to the Bili, will not give it the immediace effect of a law, nor have any effect on the
119 . revenue
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revenue of His Majefty, vnlefs His Majelty fhould be graciouflly pleafed to confirm
it ; that therefore, we are not fenfible of any poflible injury that can arife from his
giving fuch confent ; that, on the other hand, if his Honour thould {6 far difregard
the interefts of thefe ltlands, and the humble entreaties of this General AJembly, as
to refufe his confent, the Bill never can have the effeét of a law, even though Flis
Mijelty fhould be difpofed to take our oppreffed condition into his royal confider-
ation, and to have given his confent to the Bill; and that a General Affembly may
never imeet again, fo that we may for ever be debarred of an opportunity of laying
our grievances at the foot of the throne, with any profpect of having them redreffed.
That there are fo many ways lefs partial and oppreflive, in which the fum derived
from the faid duty may be reimburfed, fo that His Majefty’s revenue may nst be
in the leaft diminithed ; that we humbly conceive, as there is no reafon whatever for
his Honour to withhold his confent, he will not hefitate to do a thing which may be
productive of the higheft advantages to thefe Ilands. And that the Houle of Af-
fembly may be requefted to join this Board in the faid Addrels.

And if your Houfe agree to the foregoing Refolution, the Board has named the
honourable James Athill, the henourable Thomas J. Cottle, the honourable Sir
Patrick Blake, and the honourable Edward Byam Wyke, as its Committee, to join
fuch Committee as may be appointed by your Houle for the above purpofe.

- Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.

Council Chamber, 20th April 1798.

This Houfe concur with your Board, in the appointment of the Committee to draw
up an Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chief, agreeable to your Meilage ;

‘and the Houfe has appointed Mr. Lightfoot, Mr. Daniell, Mr. Mardenbrough, Mr.

Caines, Mr. Whitchall, and Mr. W. Furlonge, jun. as its Committee to join the
Members of your Board for fuch purpofe.

Oliver Y. A/b, Speaker.

- Affembly Room, 20th April 1798. :

The following Refolution was, upon motion made and fcconded, agreed to, and
ordered to be entered upon the Minutes.

Refolved, That his Honour the Prefident be requefted to inform his Honour the
Commander in Chief, that the General Council and General Affeinbly with to prefent
an Addrefs to his Honour on Monday next, on the fubjet of a Bill which has paffed
both Houfes, for reftricting the collection of the four and a half per cent. duty; and
defire his Honour to ftate, whether it will be convenient to him to be in town on
Monday, to receive the Addrels, or where and at what time he will receive ic,

The following Refolution was, upon motion made and feconded, fent to the
General Affembly in the following Mecflage :

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
_ Gentlemen of the General Aflembly.
Gentlemen, )

This Board has entered into the following Refolutions, to which they defire ‘the
concurrence of your Houfe :

Refolved unanimoufly, That a Committee be appointed to prepare an humble
Addrefs to the King, to thank His Majefty for having been gracioufly pleafed to give
diretions to the Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iflands, to recommend to the
Councils and Affemblies of the different Iflands under his Government, to adopt

. fuch meafures as (hould appear to them beft calculated to obviate the caufes that have

hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes in thefe Iflands, to lead to their
moral and religious improvement, and to fecure to them the certain, immediate, and
active prote&tion of the law ; to affure His Majefty, that his dusiful and loyal fub- -
je&ts, the General Council and General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, have
been imprefled with the moft fincere anxiety to proceed with effe@t, but at the fame
time with neceflary caution, to ena& the moft falutary provifions to promote His
. Majefty’s



LEEWARD ISLANDS. 75

Majefty’s gracious and beneficent intentions. To affure His Majefty that the con-
.duét of the Planters in general which refpect their Slaves, has been fuch, as to leave
them no ground to apprehend any iil effeéts from the minutelt fcrutiny, but that,
fenfible of the deficiency of the laws in the different Iflands of this Government, to
afford certain prote@ion againft evil minded perfons, the General Council and General
Aflembly have cheerfully proceeded to pafs a law, fuch as we truft will convince His
Majefly, that we are zealoufly difpofed to promote all the purpofes which His Majefty
has been pleafed to recommend to us, and to affure Ilis Majelty, that we will be
ready zt all times to make fuch farther regulations as we may fiud to be necefiary.

Humbly to ftate to His Majefty, that the General Council and General Affembly
of the Leeward Iflands, feeling ourfelves moft grievoufly opprefled by the collection
of the dutv, commenly known by the name of the Four and Haif per Cent. Duty,
colle@ed in all the Iflands of this Government, upon the exportaticn of our ftaple
commodities, could not omit the prefent opporiunity, when we are colleted
together, to lay at His Majefty’s feet the partial and oppreflive nature of that duty,
operating, almoft exclufively, upen the inhabitants of thete 1flands, which are, from a
variety of circumftances, the leaft produ@ive of any of His Majeily's fugar colonies,
and producing a neat revenue in no degree equal to the burthens inpofed by that
duty on us, while a much larger revenue might be derived from Weit India articles
imported into Great Baitain, which, operating over the whole Weft Indiz body, would
be but little felt by any, and fo His Majefty’s loyal fubjets of thefe Iflands would be
relieved from a grievous, partial, and oppreffive burthen, without any injury whatever
to His Majefty’s revenue. T hat on thefe confideraticns, we have proceeded to pa's a
Bill to reftrit the colle&ion of the faid duty, with a claufe therein, declaring, that the
faid Bill fhall not have the effec of a Law until His Majefty’s gracious approbation
thereof hath been fignified; that we have humby folicited his Henour the Commander
in Chief for the time being, to give his affent to the faid Bill, and that we truft and
hope that His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give his affent, if the Bill fhould
be forwarded for fuch affent.  And that if the Commander in Chicf fhould decliné to
pafs the faid Bill, humbly to requeft His Majefty to be gracioufly pleafed to inftruct
the Governor or other Commander in Chief of thefe iflands, to cive his affent to
fuch Bill or Bills at fome future time, as may be paflcd either by a General Affembly
of the Leeward Iflands, or by the feparate Legiflatures of each Ifland, for the purpofe
of reftricting or finally abolifhing the cclleétion of the faid duiy. '

Humbly to reprefent to His Majefty the great difficulty which the inhabitants of
thefe Iflands labour under, in procuring the necefary provifions for the fupport of
their Slaves, from the reftriGtions laid upen the American trade by the laws of Great
Britain; and earneflly to entreat His Majefty to inftrut the Governor or other Com-
-mander in Chief of thefe 1flands, to permit us to export Sugars in fuch foreign vefiels
as are or may be from time to time allowed to enter our ports with provifions, in
part payment of the faid provifions, as the fcarcity of money in thefe 1flands is fo
great, that, withcut fuch perwiffion, we may be reduced to the urmoft diftrefs for the
neceffaries of life. And this Board has appointed for fuch purpofe, the fame Com-
mittee as named to prepare the Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chief.

‘ Signed, by Command,
E. Mocre,
Council Chamber, 20th April 1798. Clerk of General Council, .

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour
the Prefidentand General Council.'

This Houfe concur with your Board, in the appointment of a Committee to
prepare an humble Addrefs to His Majefty cn the fubject of the Refolutions of
your Board: And have appointed the fame Committee as named to prepare the
‘Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chicf, for that purpofe.

Oliver . Afb, Speaker.
Aflernbly Room, 2cth April 1793, -
: ' His
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His Hoﬁour’ the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-

Chriftopher’s o0 nder in Chief’s direGions to adjourn ’till Monday next the 23d of April, at
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twelve o’clock; and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly.
By Command,
. ~ E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 2oth April 1798. Clerk of General Council,

' Monday, April 23, 1798.

. THE honourable the Chairman of the Committee, appointed to prepare an
Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chief, reported to the Board, that the
fame was prepared, which being read, was, upon motion made and feconded, ordered,
That the faid Addrefs be approved, and fent down to the General Aflembly in a
Meflage from the Board.

To the honourable Robert Thomion, efquire, Commander in Chief
for the Time being, in and over all His Majefty’s Leeward:
Charibbee Iflands in America, Chancellor, Vice Admiral, and
Ordinary of the fame, &c. &c. &c.

The Addrefs of the General Council and General Affembly
of the Leeward Iflands.

May it pleafe your Honour, _ '

We His Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the General Council and Gene:al
Affembly of the Leeward 1flands, duly convened at the town of Baflfeterre, in the
1fland of St. Chriftopher, beg leave to addrefs your Honour on a fubject of the greateft
importance to the welfare of thefe Iflands. .

Full of confidence in your Honour’s attachment to the intereft of your Govern-
ment, and difpofition to co-operate with the other branches of the Legiflature,
a&ively to promote them, a confidence derived from your long refidence in this
Ifland, and your paft condu& in the adminiftration of the Government, we humbly
hope, thata Bill, paffed after the moft mature deliberation, by the General Council
and General Affembly, to reftrict the colle@ion of the four and half per cent. duty
in thefe Iflands, will meet with your Honour’s hearty concurrence and approbation,
and that your Honour will do whatever may be ia your power to recommend the
fame to His Majefty’s royal favour. '

With the greateft deference to your Honour’s fuperior judgment, we humbly con-
ceive the following reafons will be a fufficient juftification for your complying with
the ardent withes of the General Reprefentation of all the Iflands forming this Govern-
ment. The duty now intended to be reftrited, hath been colletted for confiderably
more thata century paft,almoft exclufively in thefe Iflands, and we have experienced,
for a long feries of years, that the profperity of the Iflands hath been gradually
diminithing, juftly imputable, we conceive, among other calamities, to the payment
of this partizl and oppreflive tax, while other more flourithing fifter Colonies have
been fortunately exempted from the fame. At the fame time your Honour need
not be told, that of all the Sugar Colonies thefe lflands are, from a variety of
circumftances, Jeaft able to bear any exclufive burthen. Far lefs is it neceflary for
us to imprefs upon your Honour’s mind, rhat this Bill, thould it bs finally paffed
into a law, wilt not affe@ His M.jefty’s revenue, which we would on no accouns,
efpecially at this time, propofe.  We need not, however, point out the various modes
whereby a2 fum might be levied upon a'l Weft India commodities imported into
Great Britain, equal to the neat revenue arifing from the four and halt per cent.
duty, which, opcrating upon all the Colonies equally, would relicve thefe 1flands
from the grievance fo long compliined of, without being much felt by any other of
His Majefty’s fuljes.

We defire your Honour to be affured, that we have been induced to avail ourfelves..

of the prefent ¢pporiunity, fo propitioufly offered to us, to {rame this law, as the

moft certain and effc€iual, perhaps the only mmode of obtaining His Majefty’s royal
favour; we cannot but hope that your Honour will not, by witiholding your
: confent
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confent to the Bill, deprive us in one moment of every profpelt 6f rémoving fo
intolerable a burthen. For fhould your Honour fo fardifregard the interefts of thefz
Iflands, and the entreaties of the General- Council .and General Aflembly, as to

reject the Bill, it never can be paffed into a Law, even though His Majefty fhould -

be gracioufly pleafed to think favourably of the defires of his taithfyl fubjedts in this
Government; whereas if your Honour fhould fo far comply with the wifhes of the
people over whom you prefide, as to give your confent, the Bill will not have the
effe@ of a Law, for it can only be from His Majefty’s gracious affent, that we are
to expet the atrainment of this object.

As therefere there docs not appear to us that there is or can be any juft ground
for your Honour to dery ycur affent to the Bill in queftion, and as on the other hand
there are {o many and {uch prevailing reafons to induce you to pafsir, as far as
depends on your Honour, we cannot permit ourfelves to doubt but that your
Honour will feel a cordial fatisfaltion in gratifying the defires of FHlis Majefty’s loyal
fubje@s of thefe Iflarids, and concurring heartily with the General Council and
General Aflembly in fo effentially promoting their interefts.

:  dAnudrew Hamilton,
. Prefident of the General Council.
Oliver 1. A,
Speaker of the General Affembly.

The Chairman of the fame Committee then reported and laid before the Board
the Addrefs to His Majelty, which being read was, upon motion made and feconded,
fent down to the General Affembly, together with the Addrefs to his Honour the
Commander in Chief, in a Meflage from the Board.

To the King's Moft Excellent Majefty.

The humble Addrefs of the General Ceuncil ard General Aflembly
of the Leeward Iflands.

Moft Gracious Sovereign,

H'

8t
Chriftopher’s
Procecdings
of the
General
Council.

WE Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjes, the General Council and General. *

Affembly of Your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands in America, beg leave to offer
our fincereft thanks to Your Majefty, for having been gracioufly pleafed to dire@t the
-Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iflands to recommend to the refpeétive
‘Legiflatures under this Government, to adopt fuch meafures as fhould appear to
them beft calculated to obviate the caufes that have hitherto impeded the natural
_increafe of the Negroes in thefe Iflands, to lead to their moral and religious improve-
ment, and to fecure to them the certain, immediate, and adive proteCtion of
the law. "
' We humbly affure. Your Majefty, that the feveral Iflands within this Government,
readily complied with the invitation of the Commander in Chief in forming the
General Council and General Affembly, which have been convened, and have been
impreffed with the utmoft anxiety to proceed .with effect, but at the fame time with
the greateft cauticn, to ena& the moft falutary provifions to promote Your Majelty’s
moft gracious and beneficent purpofes. » ‘

We can with confidence affure Your Majefty,. that the conduct of the Weft India
Planters in gencral, with refpec to their Slaves, has been fuch as ta leave them no
ground to apprehend any ill effets from the minuteft fcrutiny ; bug, fenfible of the
deficiency of the Laws in the Iflands of this Government to afford certain proteétion
againft evil -niinded perfons, we have cheerfully proceeded to pafs a Law, fuch as,
we truft, will convince Your Majefty that we are zealoufly difpofed to promote the
humane objedts Your Majefty has been pleafzd to recommendto us. -

We can with truth afiure Your Majelly, that no opportunity, no circumfltances
(which may at any time enable us to make further provifions to fecure to cvery
petfon in this Government the certain and immediate proteCtion of the Law, in pro-
portion to their improvement in religion and morality) fhall be neglected ; but we
muft at the fame time declare, that we have been and are actuated by motives of

119. ' humanity
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and not with any view to the immediate termination of the Slave
Trade. : _ "

With the greateft humility we prefume to ftate to Your Majefty, that the right of
procuring labourers from Africa has been fecured to Your Majefty’s faithful fubje&s in
the Weit Indies, by repeated A&s of the Britifh Parliament and Royal Proclamations,
and that our anceftors have been induced to fettle in thefe Colonies under the moft
folemn promifes of this (abfolutely neceffary) aflitance: We therefore never can
abandon, or do any thing that may render doubtful, this effential right ; at the fame
time we have the firmeft reliance on Your Majefty’s parental affetion, that this right
will remain inviolate, fo long as we fhall continue to be faithful to Your Majetty,
and true to the allegiance we owe to the Crown of Great Britain.

We beg leave further humbly to ffate to Your Majefty, that (feeling ourfelves
moft grievouly opprefled by the collection of the four and half per cent. duty, in
the Iflands within this Government, upon the exportation of our ftaple commodities)
we cannot omit the prefent opportunity to lay at Your Majefty’s feet the partial and
oppreflive nature of that duty, operating almoft exclufively upon the inhabitants of
thefe Iflands, which are, from various calamities, the leaft produive of any of
Your Majefty’s Sugar Colonies, and producing a neat revenue in no degree equal to
the burthen impofed by that duty, while an adequate revenue might be derived from
all Wett India articles imported into Great Britain, which, operating on the whole
Weit India body, would be but little felt by any, whereby Your Majefly’s loyal
fubjeds of thefe Iflands would be relieved from a grievous, partial, and oppreffive
tax, without any injury whatever to Your Majefty’s revenue.

Under thefe confiderations, we have proceeded to pafs a Bill to reftrict the
colle&ion of the faid duty, with a claufe therein, declaring that the faid Bill thall not
‘have the effe@ of*a Law, until Your Majefty’s moft gracious approbation thereof

" fhall be fignified, to which we humbly folicit Your Majefty’s royal aflent, if the

Commander in Chief of thefe Your Majefty’s Leeward Iflands fhould pafs the fame;

.and we have further to entreat Your Majefty, in cafe he fhould refufe to pafs the faid

Bill, that Your Majefty, taking into your royal confideration the diftreffed ftate of

: your loyal fubjeéts in this Government, will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions
_ to the Chief Governor or other Commander in Chicf of thefe Iflands, to pafs any
“Bill or Bills of a like tendency, that may hereafter be pafled, either- by a General

. Iflands comprized in this Government.

- Mefiage : :

Affzmbly of the Leeward Iflands, or by the refpe&tive Legiflatures of the different

We alfo beg leave moft humbly to reprefent to Your Majefty, the great difficulty
which the inhabitants of thefe Iflands labour under in procuring the neceflary pro-
vifions for the fupport of their Slaves, from the reftritions laid on the American trade
by the Laws of Great Britain, and earneftly to entreat Your Majefly to inftruct Your
Governor or Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iflands, to permit the exportation -
of fugars in fuch foreign veflels as are or may be from time to time allowed to enter
our ports with provifions, in part payment for the faid provifions, as the fcarcity of
money in thefe Ilands is fo great, that without fuch permiffion our Slaves may be
reduced to the utmoft diftrefs for the want of the neceflaries of life.

The following Refolution was fent to the General Affembly in the following

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Aflembly.

Gentlemen, ‘
~This Board has entered into the following Refolution, to which they defire the

. concurrence of your Houfe.

Refolved, That the Addrefs to his Honour the Comman&er in Chief, be figned by
the Prefident, and fent down to the Adembly, to be figned by the Speaker of that
Houfe, if they approve the fame.  And that the humble Addrefs to His Majefty be

. approved, and fent down to the Aflembly for their approbation; ‘and that it be after-

wards engrofled and figned by the Prefident and Speaker, if approved by the Aflcm=
_ W
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blys and that the Prefident and Speaker be requefted to forward it with a Letter to
the honourable Richard Hawkfhaw Lofack, efquire, Lieutenant General of the Lee-
ward Iflands praying, him to prefent the fame to His Majefty.
' Signed, by Command,
' E. Moore,
Courcil Chamber, 23d April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

The following Anfwer was received from the General Affembly :

The Gentleman of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council. '

This Houfe concur with your Board, in approving of the Addrefs to his Honour
the Commander in Chief, and alfo in the humble Addrefs to His Majefty ; and that
the faid Addrefs be engroffed and figned by the Prefident and Speaket ; and that.the
Prefident and Speaker be requefted to forward it with a Letter to the honourable
Richard Hawkfhaw Lofack, efquire, Lieutenant General of the Leeward IHlands,
praying him to prefent the fame to His Majefty. ' .

. ' . Oliver 2. Ajb,
Affembly Room, 23d April 1798. ' " Speaker.

His Honour the Commander in Chicf having repaired to the Board of Council,
agreeable to his Honour’s verbal anfwer by the Marthal to the Board, in confequence
of their Refolution conveyed to his Honour on the 20th inftant; and his Honour
having (ent a verbal mefiage to the General Aflembly, defiring their attendance in
the Council Chamber, and to fignify to that Houfe, that he was then ready to receive
the joint Addrefs of both Houfes. The honourable the Speaker, accompanied by the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly, attending accordingly, his Honour the Prefident
thereupon made the foregoing Addrefs in the name of both Houfes, to his Honour the
Commander in Chief, and having prefented a copy thereof, his Honour delivered the

following Anfwer thereto:

Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen of the General Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the General Affembly,

The fentiments contained in the Addrefs you have juft now prefented to me,
which are expreffive of the favourable opinion you entertain of my attachment to,
and difpofition to promote, the interefts of thefe Colonies, and of your approbation of
my paft conduét in the adminiftration of this Government, flowing from fo refpectable
a body as the General Council and General Aflembly of the Leeward Iflands, cannot
fail to be highly flattering and gratifying to me; and I fhall ever retain the moft
lively and grateful fenfe of them. :

I Liope you will do me the juftice to believe, Gentlemen, that nothing but my feel-
ing it to be altogether incompatible with my duty, could poffibly prevent my ready

compliance with your withes, by giving my affent to the Bill to reftrict the colletion’

of the four and half per cent. duty.

By a reference to the 2oth and 21ft Claufes of the Rogal Infirutions, which are
in thefe words, * And you are particularly required not to pafs any law, or do any
« a& by grant, deed, conveyance, or otherwife, whereby our revenue may be lefiened
“ or impaired, without our fpecial leave or command therein.”’— ,

The 21ft, « Whereas great mifchiefs do atife by the frequent pafling of Bills of
« an unufual and extraordinary nature and importance in the Plantations, which Bills
« remain in full force there from the time of enacting, until our pleafure be fignified
« to the contrary: We do hereby will and require you not to pafs or give your
« affent to any Bill or Bills in any of the Affemblies of the faid Hflands under your
« Government, of an unufual and extraordinary nature and importance, whereby our
« pretogative, or the property of our fubjeéts, may be prejudiced, nor to any Bill or
¢« Bills whereby the trade or {hipping of this kingdom fhall be any way affected, until
¢ you fhall have firft tran{mitted unto us, by one of our principal Secretaries of State,

« and to our Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations for their information, the
' e« draft

H.

§t.
Chriftopher’s
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« draft of fuch Bill or Bills, and fhall have received our royal pleafure there.
<« upon, unlefs you take care in the pafiing any fuch Bills, as aforementioned, that
« there be a clauie inferted therein, fufpending and deferring the execution thereof,
« until our pleafure fhall be known concerning the fame.”—You will find by the
latrer infirution, that although a difcretionary power be vefted in me to pafs Bills
of the .nature therein defcribed, provided they contain a claufe to fufpend their ope-
ration until they receive His Majeflty’s fanction, yet that by the former no fuch lati-
tude is given; on the contrary, I am f};articularly required not to affent to any Bill,
which has for its object a diminution of the royal revenue, whether it has or has not

" a fufpending claufe, or however it may be modified, without His Majefty’s fpecial

leave for that purpole. v

I thall, however, Gentlemen, meet your wifhes as far as it is in my power, by em-
bracing the earlieft opportunity to tranfmit copies of the Bill and of this Addrefs, and
recommending the meafure, upon the terms you have propofed, to his Grace the
Duke of Portland; and fhould 1, fortunately for thefe Iflands, obtain His Majelty’s
gracions leave for the introduction of a Bill of that kind, at your next Seflion, it thall
then, with the utmoft readinefs and cheerfulnefs on my part, meet with my approbatio
and aflent” _ ‘

St. Chriftopher’s, April:23, 1798,

His Honour the Commander in Chief was then pleafed to make the further following
Speech to both Houfes :

‘M. Prefident and Gentlemen of the General Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

The zeal and unremitted attention, with which you have devoted your time to
the arduous and important bufinefs you have had before you, do great credit to your-
felves, and merit the warmeft acknowledgments of the lflands over which your
labours will extend their happy influence. The Bill you have paffed, to which I have
juft given my aflent, is calculated to promote the caufe of humanity ; and, having
that for its obje&, it cannot fail to be highly acceprable to every well difpofed :mind.
—And though the current expences of eftates may be thereby fomewhat enhanced,
vet, if that augmentation, together with the other falutary provifions of the Bill, will
produce more comfort and happinefs to the Slaves, and be a means of increafing their
numbers, fo as to render the inportation of Africah Negroes unneceffary, 1 truft
they will prove a full and ample compenfation.

- 1 cannot clofe this Seffion of the General Council arid General Aflfernbly, without

-returning you my moft hearty thanks, for the readinefs you have fhewn to adopt

every meafure, which, at the beginning of it, appeared to me neceflary to fubmit to
your confideration ; all of which, I have no doubt, would have been carried into full
cffeét, had not the urgency of your private affairs, at this period, called you from
hence. ' :

.1 am, however, perfuaded, that whatever remains unfinifhed of this great work,
you will, during the recefs, ‘take into your confideration, and come prepared, when
the Sefiion again commences, to give it a final completion.

It now only remains for me to recommend to vou, Gentlemen, when you return to
your homes, to give your aid, by ycur countenance and example, to the operation of
the Bill you have already paffed in your re{peive Ilands, and by narrowly watching
and obferving its effects, you will be able to difcover whether it will require any alte-
rations and amendments, -and which you will have in your power to make at' your
next Meeting. : ’

St. Chriftopher’s, April 23, 1798.

" The honorable the Speaker and the Gentlemen of the General Affembly  hereupon

withdrew ; his Honour the Commander in Chief then delivered the following Pro-~
clamation to the Marfhal, direGing him to publifh the fame forthwith ; and declared
the General Council and General Aflembly prorogued accordingly.
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By the Honourable Robert Thomfon, Efquire, Commander in Chief, f;::::l

(L.S.) for the time being, in and over all His Majefty’s Leeward Cha-
ribbee Iflands in America, Chancellor, Vice Admiral, and
Ordinary of the fame, &c. &c. &c.

WHEREAS the General Council and Affembly of the Leeward {flands, met in the
Ifland of St. Chriftopher on the firft day of March laft, to confider of and prepare fuch
Laws as might be conducive to the general interefls and welfare of ‘the whole, and
for the difpatch of bufinefs, did continue to fit from day to day (Saturdays excepted)
until this prefent day of April: And Whereas a further continuation of their fittings
might, at this feafon of the year, be highly injurious to the private affairs of the feveral
Members compofing the faid General Council and Affembly, I do therefore, by
virtue of the power and autherity in me vefted, declare, That the faid General
Council and Affembly be prorogued to Thurfday the firlt day of November next,
to be then holden at fuch place as fhall be appointed and notified by a further Procla-
mation: And this General Council and Aflembly is accordingly prorogued to
Thur{day, the firft Day of November next, :

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, this 23d Day of
April, 1798, and in the 38th year of His Majefty’s reign.
By his Honour’s Command, | ' Robert Thomfon.
Wiiliam Thomfen, Secretary, .

By Command,
. ' E. Mbyore,
Council Chamber, 23d April 1748. Clerk of General Council.

No. 9.—Extfa& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon, to his
Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Saint Chriftopher’s,
1g9th May 17938. :

I HAVE the honour to fend your Grace duplicates of my Letters by His Majeity’s
thip Alfred, Captain Totty, and likewife duplicate of the Bill paffed by.the General
Counciland Aflembly, intituled ¢ An Aé& more effectually to provide for the Support,
and to extend certain Regulations for the Prote@ion of Slaves, to promote and en-
courage their Increafe, and generally to meliorate their Condition.”

No. r1o.—Extrat of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland, to
" Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitchall, 26th May

1768.

" 1 HAVE laid before the King your Letter, No. 13, enclofing your Speech to the
two Houfes of General Council and General Affembly, with their refpective Addreffes
to you in confequence thereof, with refpet to the important objects propofed for
their confideration; namely, the mof effetual means of increafing the population of
the Negroes in our Weft India Iflands, promoting their welfare and happinefs, and
improving their fenfe of moral and religious duties; [ oblerve with_the greateft fatis-
faGtion, every meafure which leads to the attainment of objets of fuch high impor-
tance, and of fo beneficial a tendency in every refpect, bota as they regard the Negroes
themfelves, and the generzl and permanentinterefts of the Iflands.
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No. 11.~Extract of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon, to his
Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Saint Chriftopher’s,
22d June 1798. :

I HAD the honour to receive your circular and private Letter of the 23d of April,
with the fuggeftions therein enclofed, which I thall not fail to communicate as your
Grace has defired. .

I regret very much that they did not reach me during the Seffion of the General
Council and Affembly of the Leewar: Iflands, as my being poffeffed of your Grace’s
fentiments upon the important bufinefs which gave rife to their Meeting, would have

. cnabled me to lay the fubje& more fully and completely before them, thap I had it in

my power to do merely from my apprehenfions of the fcope and tendency of the Refo-
lution of the Houfz of Commons.

I however truft your Grace will be of opinion, that I called their attention to the
principal points of that Refolution, and that the Bill they paffed for the melioration of
the condition of the Slaves, which I had the honour to find your .Grace, embraced
many of the objects which were contained in'the faid Refolution.

Befide the various matters which I had recommended to their confideration, there
were two of the propofitions which your Grace has fuggefted that I had agitated in
the General Affembly ; namely, the attaching the Plantation Negroes to the foil, fo as
to prevent their being fevered from it, and fold for the Mafter’s debts; and the ap-
pointment of Guardians in the different parifhes, to take cognizance of, and by con-
fequence to prevent all harfh and cruel treatment of the Slaves. A

The firft was thrown out, becaufe it feemed to involve in it matters too extenfive for
the time they thought they could devote to the confideration of it, rather than from
any diflike they feemed to have to its principle ; and as that appeared to be the cafe, I
am ftill in hopes of getting the 1flands feparately to pafs Acts for the adoption of that
meafure, or to carry it through at the next Meeting of the General Council and
Aflembly. I will try to get this Ifland totake the lead ; and if I fucceed here in getting
them to pafs an A& for that purpofe, 1 truft the other Iflands in the Government will
be inclined to follow the ¢xample.

In refpe& to the appointment of Guardians, your Grace will be pleafed to obferve,
that by the Law they have vefted that power in the Magiftrates, though not in fo full
and ample a manner as I could have wifhed it to have been. I believe they were a
little apprehenfive of loofening the bond between the Mafter and Slave, ‘and thereby
introducing infubordinaticn in the latter. However, 1 truft there will be litile occa-
fion for the interference of a Magiftrate in fuch cafes; for as the general voice is de-
cidedly in favour of humane treatment, few will dare to incur the public odium by a
contrary condu&t, . :

How far the A& appears to be calculated to carry into effe@ the wife and benevolent
intentions of the I{oufe of Commons, your Grace will be able to determine when it
comes under your review ; and wherein it may feem to be deficient, if your Grace will
be pleafed to point out fuch further meafures as you may deem neceffary for that pur-
pofe, Iam periuaded I pollefs influence enough to obrain a difpaffionate confideration
of them, cither by the Affemblies of the different Iflands feparately, or by the whole
of them jointly, when they meet again, and if they are found likely to efictuate the
ends propofed, I have nodoubt of their being readily acceded to.

I have the fatisfattion to obferve te your Grace, that one fentiment feemed to per-
vade the whole of the Members who compofed the General Council and Affembly,
which was, a fincere defire to adopt fuch meafures as they thougiit would tend to
make the Negroes happy and contented, and thereby promote the defired obje of
increafling their numbers by propagation.

Before I conclude, I will beg leave to obferve to your Grace, that as the great ob-
jects of the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of laft year, feemed to be left to the
Colonial Legiflatures to carry into execution, and as it would require time to deter-
mine whether, by any means that could be devifed, the number of Slaves could be
kept up without importation, the agitation of the queftion of abolition again this year
was rather unexpected by the people of this country.
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No. 12.—Extra& of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon to his Grace ¢h,i§§;,},c,’,

~ the Igukc of Portland; dated St. Chriftopher’s, 28th June
1799. '

IN addition to what I had the honour to mention to your Grace on ‘the fubje&t
of the Negroes in the Colonies, I beg leave to obferve, that befides the eftablifhed
Clergy of the Iflands, there are Moravians and Methodift minifters fettled in all of
them, for the purpofe of affording moral and religious inftruction to the Negroes,
and their congregations are very numerous. ‘ '

To evince to your Grace how fuccefsful thefe Miffionaries have been in their
labours among the Leeward Iflands, I will endeavour to procure an exact account of
the number of Negroes who have been admitted into their congregations, and
tranfmit to your Grace as foon as it can be obtained.

The fe& of Moravians appear to be well calculated to gain the affcctions of the
Negroes, and thereby to inftil into their minds the principles of Chrittianity; and I
have obferved, that the Negroes of their communion are more decent and orderly
in their behaviour than any of the reft.

I have for fome years paft ordered fome fugar or rum, to be given annually by
every eftate under my dire@ion in this Ifland, to the Miflionaries, as a {mall gratuity
for their attendance upon the Negroes, and the practice has been followed by many
others, though it has not yet been general. '

It appears to me highly probable, that, in the courfe of years, every Negro in
thefe Iflands will receive baptifm, and be admitted into the communion of one or
other of the religious fects.

No. 13.—Extra& of a Le tter fromMr. Prefident Thomfon to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St Chriftopher’s,
the 20th of July 1798,

IT makes me very happy to find that my Speech to the two Houfes of General
Council and Affembly, at the opening of their Seffion, met with His Majelty’s ap-
probation ; and I flatter myfeif that he will alfo be gracioufly pleafed to approve of
the A& they paffed, for meliorating the condition of the Slaves.

Noc. 14.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the: Duke of Portland
to Mr. Prefident Thomfon; daied Whitehall, the 16th
Auguft 1798.

" THE favourable difpofition which the General Council and Affembly of the
Leeward Ifands have fhewn, for promoting the falutary objets propofed in the Re-
folutions of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April 1797, makes me concur
with you in regretting that my circular and fecret Letter of the 23d April laft, did
not reach you during the late Seflton. '

The provifions which the General Council and Affembly have already made for
the melioration of the flate and condition of the Negroes, afford the firongeft pledge
of their readinefs to adopt fuch further means as fhall be found moft effectually and
fpeedily to promote the welfare and happinefs, and confequently the population of
thefe people in the Weft Indies.  You will, therefore, | imagine, have frequent
- opportunities of recommending the meafures I fuggelted to you, to the fair and

candid confideration of the individuals who compofe the General Council and Af-
fembly, or of the Councils and Affemblies of the refpective lflands, as may be
judged mofk advifable, , . ' A

You are perfeétly right in your conception, that the object of the Refolutions of
the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April 1597, was left to be carried into effect
by means of the Colonial Legiflatures; and it 'is upon this very prefumption, and
in order that it may appear that adequate meafures for attaining fo defirable an ob-
' Ject

335



336

St.

H. 84 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES

. je& have been adopted by the Colonial Legiflatures, that I have been led to fuggeft

Chriftophes’s fiach ideas, as I conceived would have an’immediate tendency to promoce thofe very

defirable objelts.

Since writing the above I have received your Letrer, N° 23, and it is with great
fatisfaition I obferve the care that is taken to intil the principles of the Chrittian
religion into the minds of the Negroes; it is the great and leading ftep to the in-
troduction of the other meafures I have fuggefted for their benefit.

N° 15.—Copy of a Letter from John King, efq. to Mr.
' Prefident Thomion.

Sir, . Whitehall, 7¢h March 1799.

I AM dire&ed by the Duke of Portland to fend enclofed His Majefty’s Order
in Council of yefterday’s date, confirming an At paffed by the Legiflature of the
Leeward Iflands, intituled, ©“ An A& more effeually to provide for the Support,
¢ and to extend certain Regulations for the Protetion of Slaves, to promote and
¢ encourage their Increafe, and generally to meliorate their Condition.”

I am, &c.
, 7. King.
Mr, Prefident Thomion,

N° 16.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portlaud, to Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitehall,
1ft May 1799. . '

IT gave me particular pleafure to lay before the Houfe of Commons the A& of
the General Legiflature of the Leeward Iflands, for promoting the natural increale
of the Negroes, and for the general improvement and melioration of their condition
in thofe Iflands. The Houfe muft have feen with pleafure the conformity of the
provilions contained in that A&, with the Refolution of the éth of April 1797, and
cannot fail to obferve, that thofe provifions muft have been framed for the exprefs
purpofe of carrying into effect the humane and benevolent obje@s pointed out by that
Refolution. I muft therefere confider this proceeding as a pledge, that the A& will
undergo the further confideration of the united wifdom of the General Council and
Aflembly at their next Meeting ; and that it will be rendered fill more effe@ual for
attainment of the objets which it is intended to accomplifh.

N° 17.— Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomf{on,
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Saint
Chriftopher’s, 26th October 1749,

SOME difficuldes having occurred to the Privy Council of Antigua, about
receiving an exemplification of the A& for meliorating the condition of the Slaves,
which was pafled by the General Council and General Aflembly of the Leeward
Iflands, for publication in that Ifland, they requefled that I would fead them the
original A¢ for that purpofe ; but that could not be done, without a manifeft rifk of
its Iofs, cither by the enemy or by tempeftuous weather in the hurricane feafon; for if
it bad been fent to one Ifland in the Government, it muft have gone to all of them, as
cach was equally entitled to receive it.

I have, however, at length been enabled to obviate all their obje&ions, and fent
them an exemplification of the A&, under the Great Seal of His Majefty’s Leeward

~ Iflands, which the Attorney and Solicitor General were of opinion was of fufficient

validity to authorize its publication, and putting it in force in each of the Iflands
within this Government; but this neceffarily took up fome time, and the A& was
not publifhed in the Ifland of Antigua until the 27th of laft month, though it had
Been in force in the other Iflands above two months before that peried.

This
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“This delay neceifarily occafioned my poftpening the Meeting of the General
«Council and General Affernbly, which was to have been on the firft day of next
-month to the fecond day of March next, in order that people may have time to dif-
.cover from the operaticn of the A& wherein it tnay be defeltive, and what alteration
-and amendments may be neceffary to be made, to promcte the humane ends it was
. originally intended to effett; and I beg leave o enclofe your Grace a Copy of .the
;Proclamation which I have iffued for that purpoie. e

[The Proclamation referred to is not amongft the Correfpondence.]

Ne. xVS.QExtrar& of a Letter from Prefident ThomTon, to his Grace
the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chriftophei’s, 22d
March 1820,
(Six Enclofures.)

AS the General Council and General Affembly of ti.2 Leeward Ilands had been
-prorogued to meet at Antigua, it became neceflary tha: I fhould be prefent at fuch
Meeting, and I accordingly got there previous to the time .appointed; but the
Members of that Body, who were to go from the cther Iflands to Antigua, did not
affemble; and finding that they chofe to 2void the trouble and expence of going from
one llland to another, under the idea that whatever had been left unfinithed by the
General Council and General Affembly of the important bufinefs upon which they
:had been convened, might be done as well by {eparate Aéls of the Legiflature of the
-refpetive 1flands, as by a General Affeinbly of the whole, I thought a further pro-
rogation would anfwer no good purpofe.

Had the General Council and General Affembly met, - it was my intention to lay
.before them the fuggeftions which your Grace did me the honour to tranimit foon
after the clofe of their laft Seffion ; buc as their Meeting did not take place, 1 fhall

H.

S,
Chriflopher’s

No. 13.
with §ix

Jnclofures.

.now fubmit them to the conflidération of the L egiflature of all the 1fands within this

"Government feparately, fo that by the aid of them, and the experience they have had
of the operation of the A& to ameliorate the condition of the Slaves, which was paffcd
by the General Council and Géneral Aflembly, they wiil be enabled to difcover how
far the intentions of the Houfe of Commons have been anfwered, and by feparate
AQs of their own, attain all the benevolent objects which that Honourable Houfe
had it view by their Refolution of the 6th of April 1797. :

- While I was at Antigua, and likewife at Montferrat (at which Ifaxd I called in
my return here) 1 convened their Legiflatures, and in my Speech to each of them,
copies of which and their Addrefles in aniwer, I have the honour to enclofe, your
Grace will fee how ftrongly I recommended your fuggeftions to their fair and candid
«confiderations, and how favourably fuch recommendation was received. -

(3.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of 22d March 1800.
Extratt of an Addrefs of the Aflembly of the Iland of
Antigua, to Prefident Thomfon, ;

WE fhall not fail to pay due attention to any fuggeftions for promoting the
awelfare of this Colony, which your Honour may think fit ro communicate, and to
adopt fuch farther regulations for meliorating the condition of our Slaves, as {liall
appear to us compatible with that due fubordination fo effentially ncceffary to the
peace and welfare of the Colony. _

(2.)=1In Mr. Prefident Thomfon's, of 22d March 1800, .
Extratt of an Addrefs to the Council and Affembly of the
Iftand of Antigua. ' ‘

AS the General Council and General Afiembly of the Leeward lands have not
‘met at -the time and place appointed by their Jalt prorogation, it becomes neceffary
ithat [ fhould lay before you, and the Legiflatures of the other Iflands within - this

Government, fome fuggeltions on the very important bufinefs which had accupied

their attention during their fitting, which Ihad the honour to receive from his Grace
the Duke of Portland foon after the clofe of their laft Seflion,
119, Thefe
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ce to you the anxiety of Iis Majefty’s minifters ‘te
y their turning their thoughts to a fubject of
this nature, .at a time when their minds muft have been deeply engaged by other
-matters of greater national import; 1 am therefore perfuaded they will meet with
-vour moft ferious and candid confideration.

By them, and by the operation cof the A& which was paffed by the General
Council and General Aflembly, to meliorate the condition of the Slaves, you will be
enabled to difcover how far the humane and bercvolent intentions of the Houfe of
Commons have been anfwered; and what may yet appear neceflary to be done for the
completion of fuch imporrant objects, you can effeCtuate by an At of your own
1 cgiflature, which I fhall more chearfully and readily join you in pafling for fo falutary

F purpolc.

“Thefe fogaeltions will evin

(3.)—In Mr. Preficent Thomlen’s, of 22d March 1800.

Extra&t of the Anfwer of the Council of the Hland
.of Antigua.

SUCH fuggeftions as your Honour may think proper for communication to us,
on the important bufinefs which has fallen under the attention of the General Council
and General Affembly, will at all times meet our beft confideration; and we truft
that, in our earncft endeavours to difcharge the relative duties of our ftation, His
‘Majefty’s minifters will never find caufe for abating their zeal for the promotion of
thefe Colonies; nor your Honour, during your adminiftration, will ever have reafon
to relinquith your recommendations of this Ifland to their beft offices, and to our
‘Sovercign’s gracious favour. '

We receive great content in finding that the A& paffed by the General Council
and General Afferubly, for meliorating the condition of Slaves, has had an impreflive
effect on the humane and benevolent intentions of the Houfe of Commons : what
after appear from the teft of experience as defe&tive or miftaken in the

t his A&, we fhall be happy in contributing to remedy as far as we

-good intentions of t :
conflitutionally may, and fhall rejoice in your affiftance to our efforts.

mav here

(4.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of 22d March 1300. .

Extra& of an Addrefs to the Council and Aflembly
of the Iland of Montferrat.

IN confequence of the General Council and General Affembly-of the Leeward
Mands not having met at the Time appointed by their laft prorogation, 1 fhall lay
befoie you fome fuggt fions which I have received from the Duke of Portland, fucn
afier the clofe of their laft Seffion, by which you will difcover how much of his
Grace’s time and attenzion have been dudicated to promote the profierity of thefe
Coionies, and which cannot fail to enfure to them your moft fcrious confideration.

‘Thefe fugg:flions, together with the operation of the A& which was pafled by the
General Council and General Affeubly to meliorate the condition of the Slaves, will
point. cut to you wherein that A& has been deficient for carrying into full ¢ffelt the
objet contained in the humane and benevolent Refolution of the Houfe of Commons,
of the 6th of April 17975 and fuch deficiency, as far as it relates to this Hfland, you
can fupp'y by a feparate A of your own Legiflature, which I.fhall moft readily con-

cur with you in pafling.

~{5-)—1n Mr. Prefident Thomfon's, of 22d March 1300,
Extra&t of the Anfwer of the Council of Montferrat,

AVE thall readily attend to the fuggeftions cf his Grace the Duke of Portland, and
will ufe our utmoft exertivus to furiher the benevolent in.entions of the Houfe of
Commons, exprefied in their Refolution of the 6th of April 1797 ; and fhould we
find the A& paffed by the General Council and General Aflembly, to be in_any re-
{pe deficient, you may be affured our endeavours fhall not be wanting effcCtually
£0 melioraze the condition of our Slaves. ,
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(6.)—1In Mr. Precfident Thomfon’s, of 22d March 1800..
‘Extra& of the Anfwer of the Affembly of Montferrat.

"WE fhall not fail to pay due atrention to any fuggetticns from your Honour, for’

rpromoting the public good; and we fhail be always ready to make fuch laws and

regulations to meliorate the conditien of our Staves as humanity dictates, and which

smay be found compatible with that degree of fubordination fo neceffary to the

;peace and fecwity of the community.

Mo. 19.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon,
to liis Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Saint
Chriftopher’s, 26th March 18co.

:8T. CIIRISTCPHER’s. (T wenty Inclofures.)
My Lord, '

IMMEDIATELY on the Receipt of your Grace’s circular Letter of the 12th
July, enclofing an Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, I wrote a cir-
‘cular Letter to the Prefidents of the refpective flands within this Government; copy
‘of which I have the Lonour to enclofe. )

With a view of obtaining an accurate account of the number of Negroes in thefe
Tflands, and of the births and deaths for the laft three years, in conformity to your
‘Grace’s direCtions and the terms of the Addrefs; I found it would be neceffary to
have Bills paffed by the Legiflatures of cach for that purpofe, to compel fuch an
.account to be taken. :

I accordingly got a Bill introduced in this 1fland without delay, copy of which T
beg leave to enclofe your Grace ; it was very quickly paffed by the Council and fent
to the Affembly, where, after being twice read, it was thrown out upon a divifion,
.owing to an idea which then ftruck them, that fuch an account as had been required,
was intended to favour the abolition of the Slave Trade, and that it was preparatory
to that meafure ; a fimilar Bill has however been paffed by the Affembly at Antigua,’
and is now before the Board of Council, and if your Grace ftill wifheg for fuch an
accurate account, as the Bill was meant to obtain, I hope I may be enabled to get
the new Affembly, which wiil be eleCted in June next, to pafs it. -

When I found that great delay would attend the pafling of thefe Billsin the diffe-
rent Iflands, 1 loft ro time in obtaining from the public and parith Regifters of
Antigua, Nevis, Tortola, and this 1fland, 2n account of the number of Negroes for
three years back, diftinguithing the number for each year, together with an account
taken from the Cuftom Houfe books of each of thefe [flands, of the imports and
-exports for the fame period of time ; and from the 1Qlands of Montferrat and Anguilla,
an account was fent me by the Prefidents of each of them, in confequence of my cir-
cular Letter, all which I have now the honour to enclofe your Grace. -

I beg leave to obferve to your Grace, that the numbers of Negroes which are in-
ferted in either the public or parith Regifters, are all givenin upon oath by the re-
fpeive Proprietors or Pofleffors of them, and therefore the account taken from
them, afcertains the exact number of the whole in cach of the 1flands, which, if com-
pared with the imports and exports, will give the increafe and decreafe upon the
whale for the laft three years.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Robt. Thomfon.

His Grace the Duke of Portland,
&ec, &c. &c,

(1.)=In

H.

St.
Chrittapher’s

No. 19,
withTwenty
Tnclofurcs.
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(1.)=InLetter from Mr. Prefident Thom{on to the Duke of Portland ;
' 26th March 18co0. '

Copy of a circular Letter from Mr. Preﬁldent‘Thomfon to
the Preiidents of the feveral Iflands within the Leeward
Iland Government; dated Saint Chriftopher’s, 18th Sep-
tember 1799.
(Circular.)

Sir, - - .
I HAVE the honour to enclofe you copies of a Letter from his Grace the Duke

-of Portland, dated v2th July, and of an humble Addrels of the Houte of Commons
0 His Majefty, of the 11th of the fame month, and [ have to requeit that you will

wufe the belt means in your power to obtain, with the utmoft expedition, an authentic

and accurate account of the number of Negroes now in the Ifland of

and of the births and deaths upon an average for the lalt three Years, diltinguifthing

what proportion of thofe who died were born within the Iﬂax}d, or hfid been im-~
ported more than three years b:fore; and what number of thofe that died had been
impoited within three years of the time of their death, in gonform:ty o his Grace’s
directions, and the terms of the faid Addre(s. And you will be pleafid, as foon as
you can get fuch Account prepared, te fend it to ine, together with tie Documents
‘on which itis founded, with Duplicates thereof, that the fame may be tranfmitted
to his Grace the Duke of Portland, without lots of time, as you will fee by his
L.etter how very anxious he is to receive it.
1 have.the honour to be, &c. :

' (Signed) Rob* Thomfon.
The Prefdents of the feveral Iflands within

the Leeward Lland Government.

{2.)—1In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomicn to the Duke of Portland ;
26th March 1300.

An ACT for the effeCtual obtaining a juft and corre
Lift of the Negro and other Slaves within this Ifland,
and for other Purpofes thercin fpecified.

‘WHEREAS the honourable Houfe of Commons of Great BRritain did, on the
eleventh day of July, in the prefent year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred
-and nincty-nine, refolve that an bumble Addrefs hould be prefented to His Majetty,
requefting that His Majefly would .be gracioufly pleafed to give diretions to the
‘Governors of His Majefty’s Ifiands and Plancations in the Weft Indics, to tranfmit an
account, fpecifying, as far as the fame could be made up, the toral number of Negroes
in each of fuch Iflands gnd Plantations refpectively, and the total number of births and
-deaths on an average of the laft three years, diltinguithing what proportion of thofe

- that died were bora withia fuch Ifland or Plantation, or had been imported more

than three years before, and what number of thofe that died had been imported

- within three years of the time of their deaths, together .with the Documents on

which fuch accounts fhould be founded, in order thut the fame might be laid before
:the Houfe of Commons in the nexr feflion of Parliament. And whereas His
Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to fignify Lis fpecial commands to the Com-
mander in Chief of the Leeward Iflands, that he fhould, with all poflible difpatch,
-caufe to be prepared in and for the Iflands under his goverament fuch an account
as abowve fpecified, in conformity to the terms of the Addrefs which was prefented
to His Majefty in purfuance of the faid Refolution, and to tranfmit fuch account,
without lofs of tiine, to his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of His Majelty’s
principal Secretaries of State, to be laid before the Houfe of .Commons at the
opening of the next Seffion; to the end therefore to carry into cffet His Majefty’s
gracious pleafure, and to obtain a complete and accurate account .of the objects
propofed by the faid Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, we, Your Majelty’s

loyal
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loyal fubjeéts, the Commander in Chicf in and over all Your Majefty’s Leeward
Charibbee Iflands in America, and the Council and Affembly of the Ifland of St.

Chriftopher, do pray Your moft Excellent Majefty that ic may be enated, and be.

it and it is heréby enaced by the faid Commander in Chief, and the. faid Council
and Affembly, and by the authority of the fame, That every Owner, Renter, or
Poffeflor of any Slave or Slaves, and in cafe of the ablence of any Owner, Renter,
or Poffeffor, then the Manager or Overfeer, or Attorney of fuch abfent Owner,
Renter, or Poffeffor, thall and are hereby enjoined to attend at fuch place and at
fuch time as fhall or may be hereafter appointed, by the perfons hereinafter named,
by their feveral Precepts, to be directed as hereinafter dire&ed; and fhall then and
there give in, upon their feveral corporal oaths, a jufl and true account of the num-
ber of Slaves which each and .either of them feverally own, rent, or poffefs, or
which they feverally have the diretion of as Manager, Overfeer, or Attoraey, as
alfo of the number of their Slaves who have been born, or who have died fince the
fitft day of November, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
ninety-fix, diftinguifbing what proportion of thofe that died were born within the
Ifland, or had been imported more than three years before, and what number.of
thofe that died had been imported within three years of the time of their deaths,
wunder the penalty of one hundred pounds current money for negleQing to attend
and giving fuch account as aforefaid, having been duly fummoned as hereinafter
dire&ed, or for wilfully giving a falfe account; fuch penalties to be levied and
recovered by warrant of diftrefs, under the hands and feals of any two Magiltrates
within the faid Ifland, dire@cd to the Provoft Marfhal of the faid 1fland, or
‘his lawful Deputy, who is hereby required and direted to execute the fame im-
mediately on the receipt thereof, and to fell at public cutcry the thing that fhall be
diftrained by virtue of any fuch writ of diftrefs to him or them directed, in ten
days after fuch diltrefs thall be made, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for
every omiffion or neglet ; and every fuch penalty fhall and may be levicd and
recovered, upon dve convi&ion of any fuch omiffion or negle&, before any two
Juftices of the Peace within the faid Ifland, who are hercby authorized and required
to hear and determine the fame, by warrant under their hands and feals, direéted to
any of the Coroners within the faid 1fland, who are hereby authorized and required
to diftrain the goods and chattels of the faid Provoft Marthal, or his lawful Deputy,

29

H.

St
Chriftopher’s

that fhall be convi@ed as aforefaid, and fuch difirefs to fell within ten days after the . .

fame fhall have been made, under the penalty of being for ever difqualified from
aling as a Coroner within the faid Ifland, afier cue conviction before two Magi-~
ftrates of his negle€t or omiffion to execute fuch warrant of diflrefs that fhall be
dire&ted to him as aforefaid. , ‘

And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That the Clergymen' of
the faid Ifland fhall, and are hercby authorized, required, and empowered, to take
fuch accounts as hereinbefore required, within their refpe@ive parithes, and_they
are hereby enjoined and required to iffue, within twenty days after the publication of
this A&, their feveral Precepts dire&ted to fome Conftable or Conftables of the Ifland,
commanding him or them to fymmon the {everal Owners, Renters, or Poffeffors of
any Slave or Slaves within their refpective parithes; and in cafe of the abfence from
the Hfland of any Owner, Renter, or Poficflor of any Slave or Slaves, then the
Manager, Overfeer, or Attorney of fuch abfent Owner, Renter, or Pofleflor, to
attend at fuch time and place within their refpetive parithes as fhall be appointed by
fuch Precept refpetively (the time of attendance not to exceed ten days from the
iffuing fuch Precept) and then and there to give in fuch account of their Slaves,
and of the deaths and births of fuch of their Slaves as have died within the period
aforefaid, diftinguifhing refpeting the deaths as hereinbefore required; and if any
Clergyman fhall negle& or omit to iffue fuch Precept within his parith or parithes,
or to take fuch Account,and to return the fame to the Prefident of the Council, as
is hereinbefore and hereinafier direed, he fhall forfeic and pay the fum of one
hundred pounds current money for each parith that he fhall negle&t or ornit to iffue
fuch Precept in, or to take fuch Account as hereinbefore diretted; every fuch penalty
to be recovered in the like manner as is hereinbefore dire@ed in the firft claufe of
this A, for the recovery of the penalties in fuch claufe mentioned,

119, And
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And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefuid, That the Clergvmen

Chriltopher’s ,¢5refaid thall, and they are hereby authorized and required to adminiiler on outh, in

their refpective parifhes, to every perfon who fhall give in fuch Accountas is herein-
before required, that fuch Account is a juft, corre®, and trde one, in the f.veral
particulars {pecified, according to the beft of their knowledge, info mation, er
belief; and fhall alfo return to the Prefident of the Council of the faid Ifland, within
ten days after the day appointed for taking the fame, the Account which they {hall
feverally have taken as hereinbefore dire&ted, in order that the fame might be de-
livered to the Commander in Chief, to be wanfmitted to His Majefty’s principal
Secretary of State for the purpole aforefaid. ' :

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That every Owner, Renter,
or Pofleffor of a Slave or Slaves within the faid Ifland, and in cafe of his or their
abfence from the Ifland, then the Manager, Qverfeer, or Attorney of fuch ablfent
Owner, Renter, or Poffeflor, fhall be perfonally fummoned to attend at fuch time
and place within the parith where he refides or his eftate is fituate, as fhall be men-
tioned in each feveral Precept by the Conftable to whom fuch Precept (hall be
dire&ed, or by fuch Conftable leaving word with any white perfon upnn the eftate,
.or in the dwelling of the perfon to be fummoned, of the time and place when and
where fuch perfon is to attend for the purpofe hereinbefore mentioned ; and if any
Conftable to whom any Precept fhall be direfted, fhall omit or negielt to fummons
in manner aforefaid the feveral Owners, Renters, or Pofleflors of Slaves, and in
cafe of their abfence -from the 1flind, their Managers, Overfcers, or Attornies, to
attend at fuch time and place as fhall be fpecified in fuch Precepr, fuch Conftable
fhall forteit and pay the fum of twenty pounds, to be recovered in like manner as
is hereinbefore dire@ed in the firft claufe of this A& for recovery of the penalties
mentioned in fuch claufe; and the Conftables fhall feverally receive the ufual fee
for terving their refpective warrants.

And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon thall be
fued or molefted for any thing done by virtue of this A, he, fhe, or they, may
plead the general iffue, and give this Aé and the fpecial matter in evidence for their
Juftification ; and if the plaintff or plaintiffs be nonfuited or difcontinue fuch action,

“or a verdi& be found aganft fuch plaintiff or plainziffs, or if judgment be awarded

for the defendant upon a demurrer or otherwife, in cach and every of the faid cafes
fuch plaintiff or plaintiffs fhall pay treble cofts of fuit; and this Actis hereby
declared to be a general law, and all Courts, Judges, and Juftices, are to take notice
theieof accordingly. '

Read and pafied gth Nov. 1799. Read in the Affembly twice,
W= D. Beard, and afterwards rejected.
Clerk of Council. W Bryan,
: Clerk of Affzmbly.

(3-)—In
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(3.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800.

ST. CHRISTOPHER’s. An AccouNT of the Number of Negroes and other
Slaves, taken in the Parifh of Trinity Palmeto Point,
for the Years 1797, 1798, and 1799.

N of Negroes
YEAR. &
AR a nd othesSlaves,
1797 = - 1,837

1798 - -| 1,508
1799 = - 1,539

Amount 4,584,

1 JOSEPH WARNER, Re&or and Incumbent of the parifh of Trinity Pal-
meto Point, in the land of Saint Chriftopher aforefaid, Do certify that the above
Account of the number of Negroes and other Slaves, taken for the years 1767, 179%»

and 1799, from the Regifter ot the faid parifh, is juft and true.
In witnefs whereof I have hereunto fer my hand and feal, this 15th

day of February 1800,
(Signed)  Jofeph Warner. (L.S:)

(4.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
dated 26th March 1800.

Years. Slaves.
1797. = =~ = = = 2,935
1793, - - = - = 74
1799 - = = = = %736.

THESE are to certify, That the numb:r fet oppofite to each year above, is the
total amount of the annual Lift of Negroes and otker Slaves, delivered upon oath,
for the laft three years, asappears by the Parifh Regifter of Saint George, Bafleterre,
Saint Kutt’s, kept by the churchwardens. Befides which, it is fuppofed that there
are from fifty and one hundred more annually, part of which belong to poor peo-
ple, who are excufed from paying taxes, and part 1o others who find means to evade
doing fo.

R, Pemberton,
Rec' of above Parifh,

Saint Chriftopher’s,
2gth March 1800.

(5.)—In

H.

St.

Chriftopher’s
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H. }91, SLAVE TRADE~WEST INDIES
St, |
Chriltopher’s
(5.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomy
PORT of BASSETERR

~ Av ACCOUNT of the Number.of SLAV E-S Importd into this Iflang,
between 1ft January 1797 and 31ft December 179g.

;\\

Date of . : Number
ate 0 Veflcls Names. Mafters Names. From whence. of S'aves
Entry. : ' ‘ Imported, 1
1797
3oth Jan. -f Henry - - - | H. Kennedy - -| Angola - - - 141
sth May -/ Nubby - - -|Jn°Munro - - Banama - - -| 96
237
1798. . A e
12th June -| Harlequin - - | Jeffee Topping - | Angola- - - . 274
5th O&ober | Mary - - . - | WaFarquhar -| Ditto - - - - 181
B 455
1799- =]
5th Jan. -} Maria- - - - | I Phillips - -{ Angola - . . 117

21ft Feb. -| Telegraph - - J. Maginnis - - | Ditto - - - - 135
3oth April -] Succefs - - - | R.Reap - - - | Martinique - - 50
—_— Three Sifters - | W= Coram - - | Nevis- - - - 18
13th May -] Enterprize - - | Jo° Brine- - -| Angola - - - 348
| 668

o

Thefe are to certify, That the above is a true Account of the Number of
Slaves imported into this Ifland, between the 1ft of January 1797 and
the 31t of December 179.

Given under our Hands,
at the Cuftom-Houfe, Baffcterre,
this 20th February 1800.
Geo. M. Tapfire,
A&t Coll',
W= H Mak,
A&t Comp’
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1 the Duke of Portland; 26th March 1800.

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’s.

ANACCOUNT of the Number of SLAVES ‘Exported from this Ifland,
between 1ft Januvary 179‘77 and 31ft December 1799.

93 H.

. St.
Chriftopher's

7] Dateofr'r - ' ' . ‘ ’ " Number
Clesrance. Vefiels Names. Mafters Names. Where bound. Et; :;:::;.
1797- _
4h Jan,  -| Pinkerton - - E. Phillips - - | Nevis- - - - 12
oth Feb. -| Suckeys Polly - | G. Penifton - - | Montferrat - - 32
th — = - Pinkerton - - E Phillips - -| Nevis- - - - 30
yjth March | Mary Ann - - | M. Levy - - -| Ditto - - - - 32
106
1798. =
2ift June -| Eclipfe - - -| J. Harrifon - - | Nevis- - - - 6o
[ May Flower - - |-C Carroll - - |Ditto - - - - 27
joth — -| Stanley - - - | M. N. Chambers | Antigua - - - 59
2:dO&. -} Wheel of Fortune |- W™ Beek =~ - | Nevis- - « - 53
— Scourge - - - A.G.Dow - - Antigua - - - 93
292
1799. —
15th Jan. -| Two Sifters = - | D. Prudden - =« | Nevis- - - - 10
- A&ive - - _|B.Turner - -|Ditto - - - - 25
uft Feb. -| Barton - - - | A.G.Dow - - | Antigua - - - 13§
4th Aprit -] Fanny- - - - | D.T.Rivers - | St Vincent - - 20
toth May -| Kitfey- - - -} Jo°Brown - - | Montferrat - - 54
_ Teazer .- - -| ChaO’Brien - | Ditto -~ - - - 50
— Beauty - ~. - | W®Bennet - - | Nevis- - - - og
16th — Mary Ann - - | W*Smith - -|Diwo- - - - 18
ti7th — | Enterprize - - | Jn°Brine~- - - Antigua - - - 13
359

Thefe are to certify, That the above is a truc Account of the Number of
Slaves exported from this Ifland, between 1ft January 1797 and 31ft
December 1799.

Given under our Hands, at the
Cuftom-Houle, Buffeterre,

2cth February 1800,

119,

Signed Geo. M. Tapfbire,

Aés Coll,

ym H. Axdlf,
A&® Comp".
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(6.);In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;
26th March 1800. '

AN ACCOUNT of all NEGROES and other SLAVES Imported into the Port of

SAINT Joun in ANTIGUA, between 1ft January and 31ft December 1799.

1797
1gth Jan. |Sch. Walfingham |M. Chambers - | Nevis - - - | 30 New Negroes.
| 26th — - | — Nettle - -+|R. Richardfon - | Dominica - - | 60 Ditto.
6th March |Ship Raﬁger - [R* Rogers - - | Africa - - - |1g0 Ditto.
26th May | — Young RalphiJofeph Gibfon - | Ditto - - - 230 Ditto.
1’)98. ' — Total in 1797 - 470
sth July - [Sch. Stanley - [M. N. Chambers| St. Kitt’s - -} 59 Ditto.
2gth Noy.v Ship Britannia - {Ja* Carfhore - | Africa -~ = - [337 Ditto.
1799. —_— Ditto in 1798 - 396
26th Jan. [B. Pr. Royal - [B. Cornifh - - | Martinique - [r10 Ditto.
12th Feb. [Sch. Columbia - {Geo. Potter - | Dominica - - | 16 Ditto.
23d =~ - | — Amiable - |J. Criffen - - | Martinique - [130 Ditto.
26th — - | — Succefs - |Rob. Reap - - Ditto - - - | 60 Ditto.
— == - [Ship Barton - |A.G.Dow- - | Saint Kitt’s - |135 Ditto.
24th May | — Enterprize |John Bri;lc - -|Dito - - -} 13 Ditto.
' Dittoin 1799 - 464
1330
Thefe are t<; certify, That the above is a true and faithful Account, taken from the
Cuftom-Houfe Books.
Given under our Hands, (Signed) Fofiab Mar.tin, Coll.

4th March 1800, ‘
W. Jervis, Comp'.

(7. )—1a
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(7.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ; S
. ' 26th March 1800, ' Chriftopher’s
ST. CHRISTOPHER’s. ~ Parifh of Saint Mary Cayon,
A LIST of Slaves, as given in on Qath, for three fucceflive ycaré ; viz.
Fortheyear - 1797. - - - 2,100,
—_ - 1798, - - - 13,080.
— - 1799, - - - 2,080.
1 certify the above to be a true Copy of the Parith Regifter.
. (Signed) Jofeph Barnes,

Rector of the Parith of St. Mary Cayon,
15th April 1800,

(8.)—=In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;
: 26th Mazrch 1800,

NEVIS. . : Parith of Saint James, 21ft March 1800.

I do hereby certify, That the following Statement of the Return of Negroes for
the laft three years, as given in-on Oath bgfore a Magiitrate, is a true and exact
Copy ; taken from the Veftry Book of the above Parifh; viz.

In - 1797. - - - - - = 2,019.
— - 1798, - +« = = - = 2,028,
— = 1799. - - = - = = 2,023
(Signed) Sam! W™ Harman,

. Re&or.
N. B. The Return for the prefent year has not been given in.

(9-)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;
26th March 18092,

A LIST of Negroes in the Parith of Saint George, in the Ifland of Nevis, for
the years 1797, 1798, and 1799; taken from the Veftry Book of the faid
parith, .

1797 = = = = = 2,149
1798, - - = = - 2,I40.
© 1799 - =~ = - = 2257

(Signcd) | : 7 Green,
Re&tor of the Parifh of Saint George.

' (10.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;
26th March 1300.

Saint Petc'r, Baffeterre, in the lfland
. of Saint Chriftopher.

The number of Negroes and other Slaves in the Parifh and Ifland aforefaid, in
the year 1797, was 2,902. ‘

In the year 1798, the number of Negres and other Slaves in the faid Parifh,
was 2,859. . ) .

In the year 17g9, the number of Negroes and other Slaves in the faid Parith,
was 2,822. .

I ¢ertify, That the above Account of the number of Negroes and other Slaves in
the Parith of Saint Peter, Baffeterre, in the 1fland of Saint Chriftopher, in the years
1797, 1793, and 1799, is taken from the Parith Regifter.

{Signel) W Davis,
21ft February 1800. Relor of the faid Parifh.
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St. '
Chriftopher’s (r1.)—In Leiter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
: 26th March 1800.

A LIST of Negroes in the Parifh of St. Paul, in the Ifland of Nevis, for the
years 1797, 1798, and 1799 ; taken from the Veftry Book of the faid Parith.

1797 - =~ - = 811

1798 - - - - 792
1799 - - - - 824

(Signed)
W= Green,

Reétor of the Parith
of Saint Paul,

(12.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800.

An ACCOUNT of the number of Negro and other Slaves within the Virgin
Iflands, in the years 1796, 1797, and 1798; taken from the Treafurer’s Books for the

Virgin iflands, this 11th March 1800.

1796 - - - - - 7,238,
1797 = = = = = 7,294.
1798 - - - - < 7,219.

Ido hereby. certify, That the above is a true Account of the number of
Slaves, appearing by the Treafurer’s Books to be within the Virgin

Iflands, in the years 1796, 1797, and 1798.

(Signed)

W™ Geo, Crabb,
Treafurer,

(13.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
"~ 26th March 1800 '

SAINT CHRISTOPHER?s, 15th April, 1800.
Parith of Chrilt Church, Nichola T'own.

A LIST of Slaves, as given in on Oath for three fucceflive years; viz.

For the year - 1797 - - - 2,102
— - 17¢8 - - - 2,091
—_ - 1799 - - - 2,098

I certify the above to be a true Copy of the Parith Regifter.

(Sigred)

Fofeph Barnes,
Rector of the Yarifh of Chrift Church,
Nichola Town.,

(14.)—In
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(14.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800. ’

Saint Chriftopher's, 22d Feb. 1800.
A LIST of Negroes and other Slaves, taken from the Parith Book in the Parifh
of Saint John Cagifterre, for three years following ; viz.

For the Year - 1797 - - - 1814
— - 1798 - - - 1,706.
- - 1799 - - - L7112

T hereby certify, That the above is a trze Copy, taken from the Parifh
Book of Saint John Capifterre, by me, ’ '

(Signed)
H. C. C. Newman,
Re&or of the Parith aforefaid,
in the Ifland aforefaid.

(15.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;
26th March 180o0.
MONTSERRAT.

THE Committee of the Council and Affembly of the faid Ifland, appointed to
take an Account of the total number of Negroes, and of the total number of births
and deaths, agreeably to a Requifition contained in his Grace the Duke of Porrland’s
Letter to his Fionour the Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iflands, which was
laid b-fore both Houfts by his Honour the Prefident, have proceeded in conformity
thereto, and do report, That it appears to them, from the mode annually adopted
of taking four Lifts of Slaves by lawful authority, and from thofe not confidered
as obje@s of taxation, the Proprietors thereof being in indigent circumftances, that
the total number now in the Ifland colletively is 7,725. '

And the faid Committee do further report, That from the. enquiries and the
information they have obtained, having applied to the feveral Owners, Proprictors,

and Dire&ors of Negroesin the faid Ifland, the numbers of births and deaths upon

an average, for the laft three years, appear as follow; viz.

Number of births of Negroes for the laft three years - - - - - - 640
Number of deaths of Negroes for the laft three years - - - - - - §I4
Number of thofe who died, born in the Ifland - - - - - - - - 426
Number of thofe who died, imported more than three years before - - 77
Number of thofe who died, imported within three years of the time of
theirdeaths = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = II
(Signed)

Edw? B. Wike, Walier Mor/fon,

Fokar Bairey, W Danniel,

Fobn Dyer, Reb' Mlorjon,

Thomas Underwood, Fobn Hugh Allen,
, Members of the Council.
21ft November 179g.

119.

H.

St.
Chriftopher’s
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1796,
17th Nov.

1797-
12th July.

1798.
17th Sept.

26th O&.

1796.
- 8th Dec,

1797.
-ooth Jan,

caft —
- 14th July

1798.
1gth Sept. .

SLAVE TRADE-~WEST INDIES

26th March, 1806.

IMPORTS.

Brig Rodrey, Jobn Sillers, from the Coaft of Africa, with 124
males, 69 females, above four feet four inches; 25 males,
16 females, under four feet four inches - - e - - .

Schconer Thiftle, Rob* Bafden, from Saint Vincent’s, with 40
new Negroes * - - - = <« - - - < o . . ..

Lugger ’Grcyhound, Jer.. Fifher, from Martinique, with so
“new Negroes for expertation - e e e e e e ATl

Sloop Jare, Matt™ Worthington, from the Coaft of Africa,
with 20 males and g females, above four feet four inches ; 36
males and 24 females, under four feet four inches - . - -

Total

EXPORTS.

- Sloop Jack, A. Gibbons, to St Croix, with §1 new Negroes,

condemned as prize, at Tortola, to His Majefty’s fhip Favourite
Schooner Betfey, 1. Lougair, to St. Thomas, with 10 new Negroes,
condemned as prize, at Tortola, to His Majefty’s thip Favourite

Sloop Agent, W. Wainwright, to St. Croix, with 9§ new Negroes,
" condemned, at Tortola, as recapture. to His Majefty’s thip
L’Aimable -~ - - « - - -« . o - o 2 o _ .
Sloop Agent, John Gufley, to St. Thomas, with 34 new Negroes,
condemned as prize, at Tortola, to His Majefty’s thip Favourite
Schooner Thiftle, ‘Adam M¢Aclan, to St. Thomas, with 34 new
Negroes, part of the cargo inwards - = - « o o o

Lugger Greyhound, Jer. Fither, to St. Thomas, with 50 new
Negroes entered in faid lugger for exportation - - - -

Total

.-Cuftom Houfe, Port of Tortola.

Thefe are to certify, That the above Imports'and Exports are taken

from the Books.in this office.

Tho* Thomafon, Coll,
Jobn Pafca, Comp®.

(16.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;

234

o
o

|

S
w

|

34
34

g0

—

274

—_———

(17.)=In
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- (17.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;

St.
26th March 1800. Chriftopher’s

NEVIS.
' Parifh of Saint John.
- Slaves.
L1797 - - - - - 2,237,
1768 - - - - - 2,278,
1799 - - = - = 2,333

Parith of Saint Thomas.

Slaves.

1797 - = = = = L79%
1768 - - - - - 1,730.
1799 - - - - = 1,665.

N. B. No Lift given in this year by W= Scarborough.

I do hereby certify, That the above are true Extracts from the Veftry Books
of the Parifhes of Saint John and Saint Thomas, in the Ifland aforefaid.

Given under my Hand,
gth March 18co,
Will" fenes,
Reétor of St. John and St. Thomas.
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(18.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland 5

26th March 1800,

Ax ACCOUNT of all NEGROES and other SLAVES Exported from the Port of
"SAINT JonN in ANTIGUA, between 1ft January 1797 and 3rft December 1799.

Date. Veflei’s Name. Mafter’s Name. Where bound. Number of Slaves cleared.
1797 7
26th January|Sch. chlg)zﬁ‘;‘_!% J. Cameron - | Martinique - | 13 Seafoned Negroes.
-~ 15th March | — Pogj;aznéi_} J. Newton - | St. Vincent’s - | 30 Ditro,
1gth June - | — Wallingham| J. Morrifon - | Montferrat - | 20 New Ditto,
31ft July - | — Catherine - | C. Johnfton - | St. Vincent's - | 10 Seafoned Ditto.
it Auguft | — Lydia - - | T.Atkins -~ - | Trinidad - - | 6 —
— — - |Sloop Bob & Kate/ W. Bowman - | Ditto - - -1} 8 —
8th Decem. |Brig Commerce | D. Sullivan - | Martinique - | 30 —
— — - |Sch, Two Sifters | A. Dow - - | Montferrat - | 20 —
—_ Toetal in 1797 - 137
1798. '
18th January Brig Fortunatus | J. Baker - - | Demerary - - | 30 New Ditto.
sth April |Sch. Lydia - - | H. M*Minn - | St. Vincent’s - {100 Seafoned Ditto.
toth July - | — Richard - | W. Brown - | Trinidad - - | 5 Ditto.
— — -| —Hawk - -|JohnFddy - |Dito - - - | 25 Ditto.
——  Diroin 1798 - 160
1799-
.22d January [Brig Venus - - | James Shaw - | St, Vincent’s - | 70 Ditto.
28th Nov. - [Sch. Scourge - S.:Tappcr - - | Trinidad - - | 25 Ditto.
‘ Ditto in 1799 - 95

——

392

Thefe are to certify, That the above is a true and faithful Account ; taken from the
Cuftom Houf: Books.

Given uader our Hands 4th March 1800.

Antigua, Port of St. John.

(Signed)

Fo* Martin, Coll*
W. Fervis, Comp*
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. (19.}—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland; ~ _ Sw.
26th March 1800. Clirifto e

Ax ACCOUNT of New NEGROES Imported into the Ifland of
Nkvis, from sth January 1797 to sth January 18c0.

Date of Entry. Veflel’s and Mafter’s Names. From whence. : ?,,,
<z
1797-

8th-February - | Sch. Pinkerton, E. Phillips - St. Chriftopher’s| 30
18th Mar. .

1798.
z2ad June . - | Sch. Eclipfe, John Harrifon. - - - | Ditto' = - - | 62

Slo. Mary Ann, Mofes Levy - Dito - - - [ 32

23d =—— - -] Sch. May Flower, C. Carroll - - -] Ditto - -

23d O&o’ "= - | Wheel of Fortune, W* Beck - - - ! Ditto - - - 53
1799-
16th Jan* - - | Slo. A&ive, B. Turner - - - - | Ditto - - -| 25

- — - -| S, Three Sifters, W. Coram Ditto

- - 10

gth Mar. - - Sch. Succefs, R. Reap - - « = - | Martinique 50

Diwo - - -| 40

12th —— -« | Slo. Enterprize, W. Groves -
11th May - - | Sch. Beauty, W. Bennett - - - - | St.Chriftopher’s| 24

17th —— - | Slo. Mary Ann, W. Smith - Ditto - - - | 18

372

Nevis, 15th January 18co.
VVc do hereby certify, That the above are true Extrals, taken from the
Cuftom Houfe Books of the faid 1fland ‘of Nevis.

Fa Ward, Coll'.
Rich? Stanly, Comp'.

AN ACCOUNT of the NEGROES Exported from the Ifland of
Nevis, from sth January 1797 to sth January 1800,

Date of Clearance, Veflel’s and Mafter’s Names. Whither bound. é -ﬁ,
Z
1797.
16th Janvary - | Sch. Walfingham, M. N. Chambers - | Antigua - - | 30
1799 )
3oth April - - | Slo, Three Sifters, W. Coram - - } St. Chriftopher’s| 18
48

We do hereby certify, That the above are true Extrals, taken from the
Cuftom-Houfc Books of the aforefaid Ifland of Nevis.
Ja* Ward, Coll'.
" Rick? Stanley, Comp”.
119.
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_Bt. - (20.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland
Chiiftopher’s - (20) _ 26th March 1800, \

Number of Slaves in the years = - = 1797 1798 1799,

In the parith of St. Ann, Sandy Point 2,188 2,128 2,240.

- = St Paul, Capifterre - 1,953 1,890 1,939,
In the Ifland of St. Chriftopher. ‘

Saint Chriftopher’s, 17th Feb. 180e. -

1 do hereby certify, That I have examined the Lifts of Slaves given in on Oath
for the three years laft paft, in the parifhes of St. Annand St. Paul in this Ifland,
which are recorded in the Veftry Books of the faid parifhes; and that the amount of
the faid Lifts, or the number of Slaves in each of the years and parifhes aforefaid,
as it appears in the Veftry Book, is truly exhibited above.

. (Signed)

William obn Fulixs,

Re&or of the Parifhes of St. Anne, Sandy Point, and St.
Paul Capifterre, in the Ifland of St Chriftopher.
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1.

ST. VINCENT.

{Copy) _ ,
No. 1—Copy of a Letter from Governor Seton to his
Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated St. Vincent,
6th July, 1797.
My Lord,

¥ YESTERDAY had the honour of receiving the duplicate of your Grace’s Letter,

circular, of the 6th of May, enclofing a Refolution of the Houfe of Commons,
of the 6th of April laft, refpeéting the Negroes in His Majefty’s plantations in the
Weft Indies, which T immediately laid before the Council, and fhall lay it before
‘the Aflembly on Tuefday next, for which purpofe I have fummoned them to meet
on that day, to whofe particular attention and confideration I fhall recommend
the formation of fuch a {yftem-of meafures as may appear to them beft fuited to
the attainment of the feveral important obje&s which are {pecified in the Refolu-
tion ; and I fhall not fail to tran{mit to your Grace, from time to time, accounts of
the Proceedings of the Legiflature refpeting the fame, nor to do every thing in
my power, at all times, to avail myfelf of every opportunity of cultivating and im-
proving the difpofition in the Planters and Inbabitants to promote the humane
and beneficent views which the Legiflature of Great Britain has fo eminently
‘manifefted in this Refolution ; but, as the Mail-Boat ftays fo thort a time at this
Tlland, it will be impoffible, by this Packet, for me to acquaint your Grace with
the refult of the deliberations of the Legiflature on this fubject.

' I have the honour to be, &c.

Fa* Seton.
To his Grace the
Duke of Portland,
&c. &c. &c.
(Copy.) , ]
No. 2.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Seton to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Vincent,
12th July 1797.
(One Enclofure.)
My Lord,

HEREWITH I have the honour to tranfmit your Grace a Copy of the anfwer I
have this day received from the Council and Affembly in confequence of the com-
munication made to them of your Grace’s Letter, circular, of the 6th of May, and
tll‘ae Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April, relative to the Slave
‘Trade. .

_ I have the honour to be, &c.
To his Grace the ja Seton.
Duke of Portland,
&c. &c. &c.
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(Copy.) .
. Copy of the Anfwer from the Council ‘and Affembly of

_ St. Vincent to Governor Seton ; dated 12th July 1797,
(1.)—In Governor Seton’s Letter of the 12th July 1797.

His Honour the Prefident and Council, the Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Affembly, to his Excelicncy the Governor in Chief:

In reply to your Excellency’s communication of the Duke of Portland’s Letter,
and the Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April, we beg leave
to obferve, that the Siave Laws of this colony are now under confideration: We
thall moft readily adopt every meafure that can be fuggefted, which appears calcu-
lated to obviate the caufes (if any exift) that have hitherto impéded the natural
increafe of the Negroes already in the Ifland, and affure Your Excellency we fhall
be happy indeed if we can devife fuch means and regulations that the Slave
Trade may be gradually diminithed, and, in time, rendered totally unneceffary.

Signed.) Fames Hartley, Prefident of the Council.
(Signed) Gy, Lowman, Speaker of the Affembly.

12th July 1797.

No. 3.—Extra@s from the St. Vincent Legiflative Council Minutes.
In Governor Bentinck’s Letter of the 20th July 1798.

HIS Excellency communicated to the Board the following Letter from his Grace
the Duke of Portland, and Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons.

(Circular.) :

. 8ir, Whitehall, 6th May 1797.

I HAVE received His Majefty’s Commands to tran{mit to you the enclofed Refo-
lutions of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft, refpe@ing the Ne-
groes in His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies; and to fignify to you His
Royal Pleafure, that you (hould take the earlieft opportunity of communicating
it to the Council and Affembly of the Hland of St. Vincent, to whofe particular
attention and confideration you will recommend the formation of fuch a fyftem of
meafures as may appear to them beft fuited to the attainment of the feveral im-
portant objects which are {pecified in the Refolution. Y ou will not fail to tran{mit
to me, from time to time, accounts of the Proccedings of the Legiflature of your
Ifland in confequence of this communication ; and Idefire you will take care in
your firft difpatches, to inform me whether any meafures have been already taken
by the Legiflature of the Ifland, which may tend to promote the purpofes exprefled
by the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons; and you will alfo be attentive at
all times to avail yourfelf of every opportunity of cultivating and improving the
difpofition you obferve in the Planters and Inhabrtants, to promote the humane
and beneficent views which the Legiflature of this kingdom has fo eminently mani-
fefted in the Refolution which is herewith tranfmitted to you.

Iam, &c.
To the Governor of the Portland,
Ifland of St. Vincent.

Jovis, 6° die Aprilis, 1797.

Refolved, .
. THAT an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that. His Ma-
Jefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give dire@ions to the Governors of His Majefty’s

‘antations in the Weft Indies, to recommend to the refpe&tive Councils and Af-
blies of the faid plantations, to adopt fuch meafures as fhall appear to tllx)ccrﬁ
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beft calculated to obviate the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural
increafe of the Negroes already in the Hlands, gradually to diminith the neceffity

of the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead to its complete termination, and partie -

cularly with a view to the fume effe@, to employ fuch means as may conduce to
the moral and religious improvement of the Negroes, and fecure to them through-
out all the Britith Weft India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and a&ive protec
tion of the Law; and, at the fame time, afluring His Majefty, that this Houfe
will concur in fuch meafures as will appear requifite to be taken by this Houfe for
the attainment of the fame object. '

His Excellency retired from the Board.
The following Meflage was fent to the Affembly by Mr. Glofter.

His Honour the Prefident and Council to the Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Affembly :

Tuis Board fends herewith to ybur Houfe a Letter from his Grace the Duke of.
Portland, accompanied with a Refolution of the Britith Houfe of Commons.

By Command,
' , Bernard,
sth July 1797. Clerk of the Council.
The Board was adjourned fine die.
. Certified by
. Bernard,
Clerk of the Council.

M. George Sharpe and Mr. Fairbairn, from the Affembly, came into Council,
and delivered the following Meflage :

The Speaker'and Gentlemen of the Afiembly to his Honour the Prefident and
' Council:

‘WE requeft you will appoint a Member of your Board to join Mr. George
Sh and Mr. Slater, as a Committee to addrels his Excellency the Governor on
the fubje& of his Grace the Duke of Portland’s Letter, and the Refolution of the
Houfe of Commons, communicated to us by your Board this day. ,

Geo. Lowman,

11th July 1797. Speaker.

The following Anfwer was fent to the Affembly by Mr. Glafgow.

His Honour the Prefident and Council to the Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Aflembtly:

Tats Board has appointed Mr. Glofter to join Mr. George Sharpe and Mr. Slater
as a Committee, for the purpoie expreifed in your Meflage of this day.
By Command, '
¥. Bernard,

11th July 1797. A Cleik of the Councii.

HIS Honour the Prefident figned ths following Antwer of both Houfes to his
Excellency’s communication of the Duke of Portland’s Letter, and Refolution
of the Britith Houfe of Commons of the 6th of Afril laft.

His Honour the Prefident and Council, the Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Aflembly, to his Excellency the Governor in Chief:

I reply to your Excellency’s communication of the Duke of Portland’s Letter,
and the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April, we beg leave
11 9- ' ) to

359
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to obfrve, that the Slave Laws of this Colony are now under confideration: We
thall moft readily adopt every meafure that can be fuggefted which appears calcu-
lated to obviate the caufes (if any exift) that have hitherto impeded the natural
increafe of the Negroes already in the Ifland, and aflure your Excellency we fhall

- be happy indeed if we can devife fuch means and regulations that the Slave Trade

may be gradually diminifhed, and in time rendered totally unneceflary.

$is Honour the Prefident communicated to the Board the following Letter.

Sir, 59 Harley Street, London, 7th June 1797.
AS a Proprietor and Planter in St. Vincent’s, and deeply interefted in the pro-
Aperity of that Ifland, and of the Weft India Colonies in. general, I feel it incum-
bent on me, in duty and regard, to tranfmit the grounds on which myfelf and
others at the fame time having eftates in the Weft Indies, and being Members of

the Britith Houfe of Commons, preceeded in fupporting Mr. Charles Ellis's Mo-

tion on the Slave Trade, and efpecially the fituation of the Negroes in our [flands.

I think I cannot better ftate thofe grounds of condud, than by tranfmitting 3
Report of the Committee of a Society which we have thought it neceflary at this
crifis to inftitute, confiiting of members in either Houfe of Parliament, being Land-
holders in the Weft India Iflands.
~ We have thus becn enabled to act in concert, and hitherto have in confequence
alted with uniferm fuccefs.

I have likewile taken the liberty to tranfmit pamphlets containing the fubftance
of debates on that interefting queftion, and which have been colle&ted with fome
care.

Having had a perfonal knowledge in the year 1791-2, of the general kind atten-
tion of Mafters to their Slaves, and feeling the higheft refpe@ for the great abilities

-and integrity of the Gentlemen I prefume to addrefs through the honour of your
‘communications, I have little toadd to the documents which accompany this letter ;

but I cannot omit the declaration, that on every ground of palt experience in Par-
liament, from the firft agitation of the queftion I advert to, and from all {pecula-
tions on the future that my mind can reach, it appears to me indifpenfably neceffary
to take fome fteps in our Colonies by legiflative provifions, touching the fituation

-of Negroes in refpec to fociety, to promote a natural increafe of their population,

and thus not only flop for the prefent, but gradually fuperfede the very pretenfions
at a future period to a meafure of dire@t Abolition of the Slave Trade by the Mother
Country, a meafure which would blaft the root of all our fettlements of property,
change the foundations of every bequeft, loan, and fecurity, turn every mortgage
into an annuity on the lives of Negroes, inflitute a general {yftem of foreclofure, and
depreciating our eftutes, preclude all immediate refources, and ruin every intereft.

I hope this fatal and fure alternative will be precluded! I hope ere next winter
feflion of the Britith Parliament, to be favoured with a copy of fuch A& as the
wifdom of your colonial Legiflature fhall fuggeft, in concurrence with the Addrefs
of the Houfe of Commons, and His Majefty’s dire@ions in confequence.

Feeling the ftrongeft intereft in the profperity of the colony of Saint Vincent's, 1
beg you to confider this Letter, and fo in kindnefs reprefent it, as the effufion of
Zealous attachment. '

With due refpe® and regard,
I have the honour to be, &c.
W. Young.
To the Honourable the Prefident
of the Council of St. Vincent.
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YOUR Committee having been appointed to take into confideration, whether any
and what fteps fhould be taken reipecting the Slave Trade, are unanimoufly of
opinion that fome meafires ought to be taken in Parliament by the Weft India
Proprictors on that Subje ; and they are led to this opinion by the following con-
fiderations :

1{t. That the repeated difcuffion of the Abolition of the Slave Trade in Parliament
may produce confequences of the utmoft danger to the colonies; and that if
an A& for this purpofe (hould ever pafs the Britith Parliameat, it will be fatal
to them. :

2d. That the queftion of Abolition will continue to be agitated, year after year,
and as often as the forms of the Houfe permit; and that neither the Houfe of Com-
mons, nor the Country in general, will fufferit to reft till fome fteps have been taken
which may afford them reafon to believe, that every regulation has been adopted
which is confiftent with the {afety of the colonies.

3. That many perfons of great weight and character, though confcious of the
danger to be apprehended from the meafures propofed by Mr. Wilberforce, have
fupported and will continue. to fuppors them, becaufe no mode of conduct
at all compatible with their ideas of humanity has been propofed as an alter-
native. :

4th. That on the other hand many perfons who have hitherto oppofed the mea-
fures of Mr. Wilberforce, will feel themfelves under the neceflity of fubmitting
to them, unlefs fome plan of regulation fhall be brought forward. ‘

sth. That there is reafon to believe, that befides Mr. Wilberforce’s Bill, there
will be propofed fome more fpecious plan of moderate Reform and gradual Abolition,
“which will meet with very general fupport; and that it is of the utmoft importance
that fuch a plan fhould be anticipated, becaufe the Weft India Proprietors, from
their local knowledge, are the only perfons to whom the formation of it can be
fafely intrufted. ' "

6th. That, confequently, for the joint purpofes of oppofing the plan of Mr. Wil-
berforce, and eftablifhing the charadter of the Weft -India Body, it is effential that
they thould manifelt their willingnefs to promote actively the caufe of the Negroes,
by fuch fteps as fhall be confiftent with fafety to the property of Individuals, and
the general intereft of the colonies.

Convinced, however, that the colonial Legiflaturesare alone qualified to judge
of, competent to ena&, and able to enforce, any internal regulations, your Com-
mittee, with a view of reconciling thefe confiderations with the neceflity of fome pro
ceeding in Parliament, fubmit to you that a motion to the following effect fhould
be made, as your general opinion:

That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that His Ma-
jefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions that it be recommended to the
Governors of His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, to adopt fuch mealures,
in concurrence with the Councils of Aflemblies of each colony, as fhall tend to
regulate and controul the importation of Slaves from Africa; and by obviating the
caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of Negroes already in the
Iflands, thall reader that Trade lefs'necefiary, and ultimately tend toits termination;
and further, with a view to the fame effe®, the aduption of every meafure which
may conduce to the moral and religious improvement of the Negroes, and promote
their happinefs by fecuring to them the certain, immediate, and adtive prote@ion of
the Law, and at the fame time affuring His Majefty that this Houfe will concurin
whatever meafures may be conducive to th: attainment of thefe cbjects.

At
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At a MEETING held December 14th 1796;

y , PRESENT, -

Sir R* Gamon, Mr. G. W. Thomas,
Mr. Nefbitt, Mr. B. Edwards,
Sir Cha** Bunbury, Mr. Lufhington,
‘Mr. Cha® Ellis, Mr. Mitchell,

Mr. Barham, Lord Lavington,

Sir W* Young, Mr. Macdouall,

Mr. Praed, Mr. G. Ells,
~Mr. Lewis, Sir G” Webfter Vaffall,
M;i. Colhoun, Mr. Tudway,

Mr. Petrie, Sir Geo. Thomas ; —

Mr. Manning,

The Report of the Committee appointed to confider whether any and what
meafures fhould be taken refpe@ing the Slave Trade, was read ;

- Refolved,

1ft. That the faid Report is highly approved of.

2d. That Mr. Charles Ellis be requefted to make the motion approved of, and
‘that he give notice, that on an early day after the Recefs he will make a motion
on the fubje® of the Slave Trade, and the fituation of the Negroes in the
Iflands.

3d. That M. Ellis and Sir William Young, do wait on Mr. Dundas, and fubmit
the motion to his confideration.

ath. That the Committee have leave to fit again, and report on fuch  meafures

as further may be deemed advifable ; and that they be authorized to communicate
with Minifters on the fubject.

M. Petrie then moved,

That out of refpett to the Legiflatures of the Iflands, the Committee be re~
quefted to communicate to the Agents of the different Iflands, with a view
that théy may tran{mit the fame, to the refpe¢tive Committees of correfpondence.

Ordered.
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No. 4.—Extra® of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Governor Scton; dated Whitehall, 2d Oct*

1797-
1 have much fatisfaction in obferving the readinefs you have thewn in attending

to the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April laft, refpeting
the Negroes in His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies.

(Copy:) ,
No. g.=—Copy of a Letter from Governor Bentinck to
his Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated St. Vinceat,
N 8th June 1798.
My Lord,

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s circular Letter
of the 23d of April, tranfmitting various points for enquiry upon the Proceedings of
the Legiflature of this Ifland, for the laft ten years, as far as they relate to the
importation and treatment of the Negroes, with fuggeftions tending to add to
their comfort, to increafe the population, &c. &c.

Thefe are obje@s of fuch magnitude, that I fhall by every confidential means,
and every public endeavour, exert myfelf to procure Your Grace the clearcit anfwer
to the queries propofed ; but as it will be neceflary for this purpofe to confult
each branch of the Legiflature, in addition to the private information I may be
cnabled to obtain, aided by my own perfonal obfervation, I muft wait the meeting
of the new Houfe of Affembly, the former having been diffolved, when I fhall
recommend as one of the firlt obje@s the inveftigation propofed, and tranfmit
Your Grace fuch an opinion upon the feveral points for enquiry as will enter
fully into the detail, and reply to each propofition diftinctly.

I have the honour to be, &c..
W. Bentinck.

To his Grace the

Duke of Portland,

&c. &c. &c.

No. 6.—Extra& of a Letter from his Gra~e the Duke of
Portland to Governor Bentinck ; dated 14th Auguft

1798.

1 fhall be very anxious to receive the report. of the communications and

proceedings you propofe making in confequence of my Letter to you of the
23d of April, touching the moft effeCtual means of promoting the welfare, hap-
pinefs, and population of the Negroes in the Weft Indies.

No. 7.—Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke
of Portland to Governor Bentinck, dated Whitehail,
22d March 1799.

‘My former correfpondence with you upon the ftate and condition of the Negrocs,
will fufficiently enable you to judge of the fatisfaltion it gave me to lay before the
Houfe of Commons the Aé&s which have been pafled by the refpetive Legiflatures of
the Leeward Iflands and Grenada, to promote the natural increafe of that defcription
of perfons, and generally to improve and meliorate their condition in thofe Iflands; alfo
the meafures which have been propofed for the fame falutary purpofes by the joint
Committee of the Council, and the Houfe of Affembly of Tobago, and the Provi-
fions of an A&, pafled in the Ifland of Jamaica, for limiting the importation of
Negroes into that Ifland to fuch as are of the age of 25 years or under, and for

119, : fecuring
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fecuring to them the advantages of moral and religious inftructions. Thefe pro-
¢eedings muft be particularly acceptable to the Houle of Cemmons, from their
conformity to the Refolution of that Houfe of the 6th April r797, and from their
having been evidently taken by the feveral Colonial Legiflatures for the exprefs’
purpofe of carrying into effet the bumane and benevoient objeéts pointed out
by that Refolution. ,

" Fhe confideration of thefe proceedings, in addition to the fuggeftions I tranf
mitted you in my Letter of the 23d April laft, will, I am perfuaded, induce the
Legiflature of St. Vincent to adopt meafures of a fimilar nature, tOﬁether with
the introdu&ion of fuch provifions and amendments as may be moft likely to
accelerate and fecure the advantages which muft feceffarily refult from the attain-
thent of the objeés which were in the contemplation of the Houfe of Commons,
when the Refolution of the 6th of April 1797 was voted, and which Refolution
appears to have had fo beneficial and falutary an influence on the determination of
the Legiflature of thofe Iflands, whofe conduct I have ftated to you.

No. 8.—Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Ottley
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Vincent,
6th of June 1799.

Your Letter of March 22d, refpefting the fituation of the Negroes in the Weft
Indies, together with the printed documents accompanying' them, 1 had the ho-
nour to receive by the packet, and I laid them all before the Council and Af-
fembly, at a meeting of the two Houfes yefterday, the firft which has been held
fince the packet arrived. I did not fail at the fame time to reconrmend a re-
vifal of our Siave A& as a meafure moft neceffary, and I have reafon to believe,
that previous even to this recommendation, the two Houles had made confider-
able progrefs in a Bill calculated as far as poffible to put this defcription of people
into a fituation of comfort and fecurity.

It gives me great pleafure to affure Your Grace, that, notwithftanding fome dif-
gracetul claufes in our old Slave A&, the prattice of the community in the
treatment univerfally at prefent fhewn to Slaves, renders their fituation as bappy as
that of thofein any other colony in the Weft Indies which I am acquainted with ;
and it is my fincere opinion that the Negroes in this Ifland are annually increaf-
ing in numbers, and that the "old fettled “eftates will in a very few years be
fufficiently -ftocked . to' render any further importation of African Negroes
unneceflay.

The uncommon mortality in the courfe of the late infurrettion, arifing from a
variety of caufes, certainly has produced a demand.for Slaves which would not
otherwife have exifted ; but that demand will fhortly be fatisfied. = It is- much to
be withed that fome {yftem of religious inftruction could be adopted for the
benefit of the Negroes; at prefent the only opportunity which they have of re-
ceiving any is from one clergyman, and from one or two preachers fent out by
the fociety of methodifts,

No. 9.— Extra& of a Letter from his Grace the Duke
of Portland to Prefident Ottley; dated Whitehall, 10th
Auguft 1799.

1 have preat fatisfaltion in learning that the Council and Affembly of St.Vincent,
previous to your communicating to them my difpatch of the 22d of March,
with the documents which accompanied it, Lad made confiderable progrefs in a Bill
calculated to promote the welfare and population of the Negroes'in St.Vincent’s:
from the account you givé of the increafing population of thofe people, and the dif-
pofition of the Legiflature to promote their increafe, and thereby finaily to render the
' unportation
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jmportation of Negroes unneceflary, Ilook with impatience to receive from you,
before the commencement of the next feffion of Parliament, or early in the courfe
of it, the particulars of the meafures which the Legiflature of St. Vincent will
have taken for the attainment of the great and falutary obje&t recommended by
the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of 6th April 1797.

I fo entirely agree with you in opinion refpeting the importance of religious
inftruétion for the Negroes, that I confider fome fpecific and adequate provifion
for that purpofe as ablolutely neceffary to make a part of the Legiflative meafures
now in contemplation in St. Vincent’s. 1 therefore defire to refer you to what has been
done by the Legiflature of Jamaica, as far as relates to that point, and to what is
contained in the fuggeftions which accompanied my Letter to the Governor of St.
Vincent’s, of the 23d April 1798.

No. 10.—Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Ottley
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Vincent,
20th March 1800.

1 have the honour to tranfmit the returns of Negroes, as refpecting their increafe
and decreafe in the colony of St.Vincent, for the years 1797, 1798, 1799. No. 1.

No. 11.—Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Ottley
to his Grace the Duke of Portland, dated St. Vincent,
1t of May 1800. :

I tranfmitted by the Mail Boat, which left this Ifland on the 23d of March, the
original documents refpecting the increafe and decreafe of Negroes tn this colony, for
the years 1797, 1798, and 1799 ; as I was fupplied only with the originals, certified
by the Commiffioners appointed by Law for the purpofe of taking returns of fuch
increafe and decreale, it 1s not in my power to tran{mit to your Grace duplicates of
the fame ; a report is here current that the Mail Boat was captured on her way to
St. Chriftopher’s, where fhe is appointed to meet the packet, I have therefore applied
to the Aflembly for frefh documents, which I thall have the honour to fend you as
foon as I can after I receive them. '

No. 12.—Extra& of a Lcttér from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Mr. Prefident Ottley; dated Whitehall,
12th July 180c. ~

I fear I muft attribute my not having received the returns of the increafe and
decreafe of Negroes in the colony of St. Vincent for the years 1797, 1798, and
1799, and the copies of fuch Bills as had paffed the Legiflature fince the departure
of Governor Bentinck from Lis government, to the capture of the Mail Boat on her
paffage from St. Vincent to St. Chriftopher’s ; you will of courfe fee the neceffity
«of immediately furnithing me with duplicates of them.

The Returns
referred to,
were never
received.
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