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PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

On the 7th May 1804,

RESPECTING THE

SLAVE-TRADE;

&e. &c.

 

Ordered to be printed 8th Fune 1804.
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SCHED t-b

A.

CIRCULARS.
Ne I. Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke ofPortland to the Governorsof the THands |of Jamaica, St, Vincent, Dominica,Barbadoes, Leeward Iflands, and-Grenada,

. Dated 6th May. 1797.-
‘N° 2. Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of Portland.totheGovernors of HisMajefty’s -Iflands and Colonies ia the Weft Indies | = . . Dated 23d April 1798,

(Two Inclofures.)
N° 3. Copy of aCireular Letter from the Duke ‘of Portland to the ‘Governors: of the Iflands ofBarbadoes and St. Vincent's - + wa Dated 22d March 1999,
Ne 4. Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of Portlaid to the Governors of His Majefty’s‘ Coloniesin the WeftIndies = = 2° 2 2) _ Dated 12th July 1799.

B.
eee

BAHAMAS.
Neo 1. Copy of an AQ, intituled, & An Ade to confolidate and bring into one AQ the feveral« Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving thera further Prote@tion and Security; for“© altering the Mode of Trial of Slaves charged with capital Uffences; for fufdendinthe feveral Adts and Claufes of Ads thetein mentioned; 2nd for other Purpofes,”

Dated 11th May 1797.
N*2.C f a Letter f, G ¢ DowdefwelltotheDuke of

2. opy ora etter from overnor owdeiwe. ce] * Portland, } DatedgthDecember.

N° 3. Return of Slaves, &c. in the Iffand of New Providence - Dated 2d April 1807,

C.
eemeremecloven

BARBADOES.

N° 1. Copy of aLetter from Governor Ricketts to the Duke of 3PY nor Ricke Portland, i Dated sth July 1797,
Ne 2, Copy of DefromDetoD? - -« .~ 2 . - Dated 31 May 1798.
Ne 3. Copy of De from D° toDe "ss = © = Dated 6th May 1799.No4. ExtratofDefromDetoD® - . - 2 2. Dated 28th May 1799,

(CEwo Inclofures.)
N° 5. Extra& of D* from the Duke of Portland to Governor Ricketts « Dated 8th Auguft 1799,
N° 6. Copy of‘De from Governor Ricketts to the Duke of. Portland - Dated ift September 1799.
No 7. Extra@ of De from Lord Seaforth toLord Hobart - = Dated 18th March 1802,

(Two Inclofures,) ©
Ne8. Extra of a Letter froin Lord Hobart to Lord Seaforth  ~ Dated 6th September 1202.119,
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SCHEDU L E—continued.

 

 ==

D.

BERMUDA.

Nes. Extract of a Letter from Governor Beckwithto PontendfDited 24th December 1799.

Ne 2, Extra%t of a D® from De to D° - - - - - Dated 22d March 1800,
(One Inclofure.)

E.

DOMINICA.

 

“Nex, Copy of:a Letter from Prefident Matfon to the Duke of Pordand, Dated roth July 1797.

N° 2, Extraé from the Minutes of the Houfe of Affembly at Dominica, Dated tgth July 1797.

Ne 3. Copy of a Letter from Governor Johnftone to the Duke of Portland, Dated sth June 1798,

Ne 4. Extra& of D° from the Duke of Portland tofanart Dated 18th O@ober 1798.
‘ >

Ne 5. Copy of D* from De to the Governor - - - Dated a1ft March 1799.

N° 6. Copy of a Letter from Prefident Matfon to the Duke of Pordand, Dated 16th June 1799.
, (Three Inclofures.)

Ne 7, Copyof De from D°toD? - - = - = - Dated 22d June 1799.
(Three Inclofures.)

Ne 8, Copy of De from DetoD® = - - = = & Dated 20th July 1799.
(Four Inclofures.).

N* 9. Extract of De from the Duke of Portland to Prefident Matfon, - Dated 26th Auguft 1799.

Ne ro. Extraét from the Minutes of the Houfe of Aflembly of Dominica from the 6th Sep-
tember 1799 to the 8th October following.

Neaz. Extra& from the Minutes of His Majefty’s Council of Dominica from the 10th Septem
ber 1799 to the r1th October following.

° ter from Prefident MatfontotheDukeofN° 12. Copy. ofa Letter from Prefident Marfon to Ponta, } Dated 3d December 1799.

(One Inclofure.)

Ne 13. Copy of De from D’ to De - = #= = = Dated 5th January 1800.
( Thirteen Inclofures.)

F,

GRENADA.
 

Nes. Extra of a Letter from Governor Green to the Duke of Portland, Dated 13th July 1797.

Ne 2, Extraét of De from De to D® - = = © = Dated roth Aug 1797.

(Three Incloiures.)

Ne 3. Extraé of D°from the Duke of Portland to Governor Green, Dated 13th Sept. 1797.

Ne 4. Copy of De fromBetoDe? - - - = - = Dated 3d Oober 1797.

No 5. Extract of D° from Governor Green to the Duke of Portland, Dated acth Feb. 1798.
: (One Inclofure.}

Ne 6. Copy of De from DetoD®? ~ = = - «= «= Dated roth June 1798.

Ne 7. Extract of De from the Duke of Portland te Governor Green, Dated 17th July 17,8.

Ne 8.



SCHEDUL E—mcontinuid:

 

GRENADA—continued,

Ne 8. Extract of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to GovernorGreen,
N° g. Extra& of De from Governor Green to the Duke ofPortland, Dated 3d Sept. 1798.
N° ic. Extraé& of De from D* to De - -  - = = Dated 5th Nov. 1798.

Ne 11. Copy of De from D* to D» - = = = = Dated 7th Sept. 1799.
Ne 32, Extract of D° from D* to De - Dated 6th O&. 1799.

Dated rath Aug. 1798.

(The Inclofure referred to in this Letter does not appear with the Correfpondence.).
Ne 13. Extraé&t of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to Governor Green, Dated 22d Nov. 1799,
Noe 14. Extra of D° from Governor Green, to the Duke of Portland, Dated 21ft Jan. 1800.

G.

JAMAICA.
 

Ne. Copy ef a Letter from Simon Taylor, Henry Shirley, George Murray, and LewisCuthbert, Efgrs. to the Earl of Balcarres, = + - Dated 12th Dec. 1797.
N° 2. Copy of D° from the Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland, Dated 14th Dec. 1797.

(Three Inclofures.)
Ne 3. Extract ef D° from the Duke of Portland te the Earl of Balcarres, Dated roth May 1798.
Ne 4. Copy-of D’ from DetoD? - -~ -~ = ~ « Dated gth May 1798,
Ne 5. Copy of D° from D?toD®? - - - -.- «Dated roth Aug. 1799.
N° 6. Copy of De from the Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland, Dated 5th Jan. 1800.

(Two Jnelofures.)
‘N° 7. Extra&t of D° from D° to De ~ = 2 = + Dated 22d March 1800.

(Nineteen Inelofures. )
‘N° 8. Copy ofDe from D°toD® - - - - - - Dated 23d Marsch 1800no (One Irclofure.)

LEEWARD ISLANDS.
0 . h Re of(Ne x, Extra& of a. Letter from Prefident Thomfontot © Duke “ [Dated 19th July 1797.

N° 2, Extraa of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of
: ' Portland,

 

}Dated 14th O&, 1797.

(Three Inclofures.)

No 3. Extra&t of De from .the Duke of Portland to Prefident Themfon, Dated 1ft Jan. 1798.
N° 4. Extra& of De from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke-of Poriland, Dated 19th Feb. 1798.

(One Inclofure.)
oe E f D°from D*toD® -  - = 2 = Dated 1th March 1798,Ne 5. Extract om ° (‘Three Inclofures.)

Ne 6. Extra& of D° from De to De ~ = = «  « Dated 17th April 1798.
Ne 7. Extract of De from the Duke of Portland to Prefident Thomfon, Dated 2d May 1798.
Ne 8. Extra&t of Ds from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland, Dated 4th May 1798.

( Three Inclofures.)

N° 9. Extra of De from D® to De t= = = Dated rgth May 1798.
N° ro, Extract of De from the Duke of Portland to Prefident Thomfon, Dated 26th May 1798.
N° sx, Extra&t of D° from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland, Dated 22d June 1798,

Ne 12,
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SCHEDU L E—continued,

 

LEEWARD IsLANDs—continued.

Ne 12, Extraét of a Letter from D° to D* ~ = + = Dated 28th June 1798.

No 13. Extract of De from D® to D® - - = = = ° Dated 2oth July 1798.

Ne 14. Extra& of D* from the Duke of Portland to Mr. Prefident
Thomion,

N° 15. Copy of D° from John King, Efq. to D® - - =. Dated 7th March 1799.

16, E a Letter fr the Duke of Portland to PrefidentN° 16. Extra& ofa Letter from the Duke Trent} Dated 1ft May 1799,

Ne 17. Extra& of a D* from Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland, Dated 26th Oa. 1799.

N° 18. Extract of D*fram D* to D® - - - - - Dated 22d March 1800.
(Six Inclofures.)

Ne? £9. Copy of D* from D® to D® *- = + = «= Dated 26th March 1800.
(Twenty Inclofures.)

i Dated 16th Aug. 1798.

J,
 

“Sr. VINCENT.

Ne 1. Copy of a Letter from Governor Seton to the Duke
of Pordand,

Ne 2. Copyof Dsfrom DetoD° §- - = = = = Dated rath July 1797.
(One Inclojure.)

Ne 3, Extra& from the St. Vincent Legiflative Council Minutes - Dated July 1797.

} Dated St. Vincent, 6th July 179%.

Ne 4. Extract of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to‘Governor Seton, Dated 2d O&. 1797.

‘Ne 5. Copy of De from Governor Bentinck to the Duke of Portland, Dated 8th June 1798.

Ne 6. Extract of De from the Duke of Portland to Governor Bentinck, Dated 14th Aug. 1798

Ne 7. Extraét of D® from D® to De - 2 2 = + Dated 22d March 1799.
Ne 8. Extra& of De from Prefident Ottley to the Duke of Portland, Dated 6th June 1799.
Ne g. Extraé of De from the Duke cf Portland to Prefident Ottley, Dated 10th Aug. 1799.
Ne 10, Extract of De from Prefident Ottley to the Duke of Portland, Dated 20th March 1800,
Ne x1. Extract of D° from De to D* - 2 = = «© Dated 1f May 1800,
Ne 12, Extract of De from the Duke of Portland to PrefidentOttley, Dated 12th July 1800.
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CIRCULAR LETTERS

TO THE

GOVERNORS

OF THE

WEST INDIA ISLANDS.

Ordered to be printed 8th Fune 1804.
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N° 1. Circular Letter from the Duke of Portland to the Governors of the Iflands of
Jamaica, &c.; dated 6th May 1797 - - + e - + peg AL

N° 2. Another- - - - to the Governors of His Majefty’s Ilands and Colonies in the
Welk Indies ; dated 23d Aprilt7g8 - - - + «© pp. 4, to 8. A.

(Two Inclofures.)

Ne 3. Another- - + - to the Governors of the Iflands of Barbadoes and St. Vin-
cent; dated 22d March 1799 - - -  - - - - pg. A

N° 4. Another- - - ~ to the Governors of His Majefty’s Colonies in the Weit
Indies; dated t2th July 1799 -- = eels p. 10. A,

ADDRESS of the HOUSE or COMMONS, of the 6th April 1797 - - -p.ar A



[3]

  

A.

CIRCULARS,

—_——SSSS ee:

(Copy.) No. 1.—Copy of a Circular Letter from his Grace the—_— Duke of Portland to the Governors of the undcrmen-‘Circular. tioned Weft India Iflands ; viz.
@nwee=s

Jamaica,
St. Vincent,
Dominica,

_ Barbadoes, —
Leeward Iflands,
Grenada,

 

Whitehall, 6th May 1797.
My Lord, or Sir,

} HIAVE received His Majefty’s Commands to tranfmit to your Lordfhip theenclofed Refolution* of the Houfe of Commons ofthe 6th of April laft, refpeingthe Negroes in His Majefty’s Plantations in the Weft Indies; and to fignify to youHis Royal pleafure, that you fhould take the earlieft Opportunity of communicatingit to the Council and Affembly of the ifland of to whofe particularattention and confideration you will recommend the formation of fuch a fyftem ofmeafures as may appear to them beft fuited to the attainment of the feveral importantobjects which are {pecified in the Refolution. Your Lordthip will not fail to cranf-mit to me, from time to time, accounts of the proceedings of the Legiflature of yourTfland, in confequence of this communication; andI defire you will take care, in yourfirft Difpatches, to inform me whether any meafures have been already taken by theLegiflature of the IMand, which may tend to promote the purpofes expretied by theRefolutien of the Houfe of Commons ; and you will alfo be attentive, at all times, toavail yourlelfof every opportunity of cultivating and improving the difpofition youobferve in the Planters and Inhabitants to promote the hurnane and benevolentviews which the Legiflature of this Kingdom: has fo eminently manifefed in theRefolution which is herewith tranfmitted to you.

Iam, &c.

Portland,

119.

I.

Circalar
Letters,

*Seep. 4. A.
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A. 4 SLAVE TRADE~—WEST INDIES.

Circular :
(Copy.) N° 2.—Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of

Letters. P Portland to the Governors of His Majefty’s Iflands
Circular. and Colcnies in the Weft Indies.

Secret. (Two Inclofures.)
 

Whitehall, 23d April 1798.
My Lord, or Sir,

F ROM the manner in which the Legiflature of received the
Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th April 1797, relative to the
Negroes in His Majefty’s Plantations in the Weft Indies, I have* the fulleft con-
fidence, that both the Council and Affembly will have entered upon and profecuted

‘the fubje&t with that affiduity and attention which its importance requires. The
knowledge and information of the individuals who compofe the Legiflature pecu-
liarly qualify them to inveftigate the fubject, and to afcertain the beft means to be
purfued for obtaining the object propofed by the Refolution; an object which em-
braces the great and permanent Interefts of the Ifland, and the fecuring them againft
all poffible contingencies. A confideration of fuch moment will of courfe dire and
lead the wifdom of the Legiflature, as a body, to make a minute inveftigation into
the caufes which at prefent retard the population of Negroes in the Welt Indies,
and to the adoption of thofe means which are moft likely to counteract and prevent
thofe effeéts in future: under this conviction, whenI firft called the attention of the
Legiflature to the Refolution in queftion, Irefrained from accompanying it with any
fuggeftions of my own. But, as there are fome points which appezr tome to have
a tendency very materially to promote the ends propofed, I will tranfmit them here-
with for your ferious confideration, and in order that you maycornmunicate them to
fuch of the principal Members of both branches of the Legiflature as poffefs your
confidence; and who, from their acquaintance with the temper and difpofition of
their Colleagues, and refident Proprietors of the Ifland, may be beft enabled to advife
and co-operate with you in regard to the meafures which it may be judged expedient|
to bring forward, with a view to their being carried into effect, I am willing to be-
lieve, that the wifdom and energy of the Legiflature may have already led them to
the confideration of fome of the propofitions I have fuggefted, as well as to others
of a fuperior efficacy; butI notwithftanding hold it to be my duty, in the courfe
of the proceeding, to lay before you whatever appears to me effentially to promote
the wife and benevolent intentions which dictated the Refolution of the Houfe of
Commons, confiding ia your judgment and difcretion as to the time and mode of
bringing them forward, and to your perfonal exertions, and thofe of your friends, in

‘ difpofing the Affembly to give them a favourable reception; which I am perfuaded
they cannot fail to meet with, when they come to be duly cosfidered, and are found
to have no other fource than rhe making a folid and certain provifion for the regular
cultivation of the Ifland.

Iam, &c.

Portland.

* The Letters to Jamaica, Barbadoes, and
Dominica, commenced as follows: “ Al-
though I have not yet received from your
Lordfhip any account of the proceeding of
the Legiflacure of in confequence
of the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons
of the 6th April 1797, relative to the Ne-
groes in His Majefty’s Plantations in the
Welk Indies, I have neverthelefs, &c.”

(1.)—In



CIRCULAR LETTERS. 5A,

| Cireolar
Letters.

(1.) —In Circular from the Duke-ofPortland to-theGover- Inelofure.
anN°2,~ nors-in the Welt-Indies, 23d April 1793.

Whitehall, 23d April 1798.

‘t. Tw-order ‘to obtain. the fulleft information with -refpec&t to-the prefent fituation
of the Negroes, and, at the fame time, to decide with propriety and effet onthe
future meafures tobe taken, it will be effential to review and report the proceedings
of the Legiflature of the Iflandof — ‘on this fubject, during the Jatt ten-
years; toftate the caufes which are fuppofed to.have retarded the Increafe ofthe Slaves;
the meafures thathave been taken; and tho’ that, in the opinion of the Council.
and Affembly refpectively, may be taken, with a profpect of fuccefg, for the purpole
of obviating thofe caufes,

2. What,has been, during the laft ten years, the annual ‘importation of Negroes
into the Ifland? . How many of them have been re-exported (to which lift ought
to be added ‘the number ‘tranfported off ‘the Ifland under judicial fentences, the
number executed -for crimes, and the number of thofe: who have been ftolen,
pirated, or kidnapped): what-has been, on a comparifon of Births and Deaths,the an-
nual difference between them?. What proportionof the numbers imported has been.
wanted for the fupply of the Eftates aCtually fettled, and whatfor the annual increafe
of cultivation, as far as the fame can be alcertained?

3. As the diffolute manners of the Negroes have been given in evidence as a prin-
cipal caufe of their deficient population, it would be effential to, afcertain. whether
the Legiflature of the Mand cannot hold out fome encouragement to Marriage,
which may tend to counteract that difpofition which leads: she yeung Women to.
proftitution ;. {uch as, directing that the firft eftablithment.of married Negroes, to a
certain extent to befpecified, thall. be made act the expence of.the Mafter, and
beftowing fome marks of diftinftion or favour, fuch as a difference. of. drefs, or.
fome pecuniary annual rewards on fuch Parents as fhall have reared a Child; thofe
rewards to increafewith the number of children: and whether it may.nat be advan-
tageous to hold out rewards and encouragement to fuch Individuals as’ fhall have
‘been particularly fuccefsful in bringing Children into the world,, and in treating and
dire&ting the treatment of them for thefirft fortnight after their birth: Should nor
pregnant Women be exempzed from field labour, during a certain period, fay the

_ daft fix weeks or two months of their pregnancy, and from all labour except taking .
‘care of their Children, for the fame time after delivery 2
To multiply and rear the human Species, there muft be a Marriage, or fomethiag

to that effect; a contract of this kind is actually neceflary. At the time of delivery,
the Mother can-only take care of the Child, and requires the affiftance of the Father
to take care of herielf.

4. Whether it would .not be for the intereft of the Planter, as much as for that
of the Negroes, that the Mother of five or fix Children fhould be exempted from
all labour whatever; excepting that of attending to her family; and whether fome
Legiflative provifion could not be made, whereby the affeffinent of certain taxes now
‘paid might be proportionably increafed, where they fall on unmarried Negroes only?
fuch a provifion would hold out a {till further encouragement: to Proprietors of
Eftates to promote the encreafe of their Negroes by marriage: and whether fuch
provifion may not -be ftill further extenced, by exempting all Negroes Children from
any taxes they are at prefent liable to, until they are of age to labour, and, by pro-
greflively encreafing the amount of fuch taxes in proportion to. the ehcreafing dif-
ference between the number of Negroes and the number of Children on any
eftate ? :

119. Whether
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Inclofure
inN°2.

6 SLAVE TRADE~WEST INDIES.

4. Whether, in confequence of the At pafied laft Seffion,. wherebythe laws are
‘repealed which mede Negroes -chattels for the payment of debts, the Legiflature
would be difpofed to fecure the Negroes-on a plantation from -being liable to be
feized for any future debt of their Mafters contracted after paffing a Law for that
purpofe, and to fubfticute, in favour of the ‘Creditor, fome other fecurity, equally
fummary and efficacious; would not fuch a Law, its effect being merely profpective,
‘be beneficial to the Creditor, the Debtor, andthe Negro? and whether alfo, if the
Legiflature was by its authority unalienably to attach the plantation Negroes to the
foil, thereby putting them as nearly as poffible in a ftate of villenage, or as (ad/cripri
Glebe) a fpecies of tenure which ftill exifts in many parts of Europe, fo that it
might not be lawful to remove them, except by their own confent, fucli a meafure
would not tend effentially to the happinefs and welfare of the Negro?

6. As the inftruétion-of Negroes is of the utmoft confequence, it would be
important to know whether the Legiflature of the Ifand has in view any particular
modes of effecting this purpofe, and what fpecies and degree of encouragement it
would be-difpofed to hold cut to fuch Miffionaries as might be found properly qua-
lified for that purpofe, and who would undertake that duty, either by enacting that
fuch Miffionaries fhould procure, in favour of the eftate where they ‘are employed,
certain privileges, immunities, and advantages, or in what other manner their fervices
fhould be rewarded by the Ifland? This would lead to the general eftablifhment of
the Chriftian Religion amongft the Negroes, and would eftablifh marriages; it would
reftrain promifcuous intercourfe; and imprefs their minds in a fimple, yet forcible
manner, with the great truths:of morality.

7. As the inftruction of Negroes is a principal meafure towards the attainment of
the great object propofed in thefe fuggeltions, and as the docility of young Negroes
will render it:much more -eafy to inftruc&t them than thofe more” advanced in years,
-would.ic not be of great advantage to the Ifland, to Jay fuch a tax on. the importa
tion-of all Negroes above 20 or 25 years of age, as would not fail to operate as a
premium onthe importation of thofe under that age? (fuch an Act. has juft been
paffed in Jamaica) or, if ic-was thought proper, apremium might be granted on
the importation-of Negroes under the above-mentioned age, at the fame time a tax
was laid on the importation of fuch as exceeded it.

_ 8. Whether it would not be important that the Veftry Courts fhould be eftablithed
for the protection of Slaves, by an A& of the Legiflature, fimilar to that which hag
been paffed .in the ifland of Grenada, whereby perfons of charaGter and property
in the. feveral parifhes are appointed as Infpe¢tors or Vifitors to fuperintend and
enforce allthe regulations enadled in favour of the Negroes ?



CIRCULAR LETTERS. — -7 Ae

(2) In Letter from the Duke of Portland to the
‘Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica, 23d Aprik.1798.

Whitehall, 23d April. 1798.

t. In order ‘to obtain the fullet Information with refpe& to the p-refent fituationof the Negroes, and, at the fame time, to decide with propriety and effe& on thefuture meafures to be taken, it will be effential to review and report the proceedingsof the Legiflature of the ifland of Jamaica on this fubjedt, during the laft ten years;to flate the caufes which are fuppofed to have retarded the increafe ofthe Slaves; themeafures that have been taken; and thofe that, in the opinion of the Council andAffembly refpectively, may be taken, with a profpect of fuccefs, for the purpofe ofobviating thofe caufes. .
2. What has-been the annual importation of Negroes into the Ifland in the courfeof the laft ten Years ? How many of them have been re-exported ? to which Lift oughtto be added (if it can be done) the number tranfported off the IMland under judicial

fentences; the number executed for crimes’; and the number of thofewho have‘been ftolen, pirated, or kidnapped: What has been, on a comparifon of Births and
Deaths, the annual difference between them? Can itbe afcertained what proportion
of the numbers imported has been wanted for the lupply of the Eftates actually
fettled, and what for the annual increafe of cultivation ?

3. As the diffolute manners of the Negroes have been given in evidence as a
‘principal caufe‘of:their deficient population, it would be effential to afcertain whether
the Legiflature of Jamaica cannot hold out fome encouragement to Marriage, which
may tend to counteract that difpofition which leads the young Wonten to-profticution;
fuch as, direCting that the firft eftablithment of married Negroes, taa certain extent
to be {pecified, fhall be made at the expence of the Maiter, and beftowing fome
amarks ofdiftin@ion or favour, fuch as difference of drefs, and fome pecuniary anouai
rewards on fuch Parents as fhall have reared a Child; thofe rewards to increafe with
the number of.Children: and whether it may not be advantageous to hold, out
rewards and encouragement to fuch Midwives as fhall have been particularly fuccefs-
ful in bringing Children into the world, and in treating and directing the treatmenc
of them for the firft fortnight after their birth: Should not pregnant Women be
‘exempted from field labour during a certain period, fay the la(t fix weeks or two
months of their pregnancy, and from all labour, except taking care of their Children,
for the fame time after delivery 2 To multiply and rear the human Species there muft
be a Marriage, or fomething to.that effets a contract of this kind is actually
-neceffary. At the time of delivery, the Mother can only take care of the Child, and
requires the aid and affiftance of the Father to take care of herfelf.

4. Whether it would not be for the intereft of the Planters, as much as for that of
the Negroes, that the Mother of five or fix Children, in lieu of the modified exemp~
tions mentioned in the 36th claufe ofthe Confolidared AG, fhall be fpecifically exempted
from all labour wharever, excepting that of attending to her Family ; and whether,
by fome alteration in the affefimenc of the poll and deficiency taxes, fo as to throw
‘their principal burthen on the unmarried Negroes only,. the Proprietors of Eftates
would not be ftill further encouraged to promote the increafe of their Negroes by
Marriage? and whether this, for inftance, might not be effected by exempting all
Children, till they are of age to labour, from the poll or deficiency tax, and fubjecting
married Negroes to a lefs proportion than unmarried, and by progreffivcly increafing
the amount ofthofe taxes in proportion to the difference:-between the number of Ne-
groes and the number of Children on any Eftate.

g. As it has been objeCted that the Veftry Courts appointed as Courts of Prote@tion
under the Confolidated Aét, are deficient in activity, it would be important to know,
whether the Legiflature of Jamaica would have any objection to add to that A@a

119. Claufe,
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Circular Claufe, appointing Perfons of character and property in the feveral parifhesasInipec-
Lemers: tors or Wilitors, whofe duty it mightbe to fuperintend and enforce all the Regulations
Inclofure enacted in favour-of the Negrees?
in No.2.

6. As the 6th ‘Article ofthe Confolidated Act directs, that all Mafters, .&c. fhall, as
much as:in.them lies, pay their attendance to the Inftruction of their Slaves, -8&c. it
would be important to know, whether the Legiflature of Jamaica, in enaQing that
Claufe, had.in view any: particular modes ofeffecting this purpofe, and what {pecies:
or degree ofencouragement they would-be difpofed to hold out to fuch Miffionaries
as might :be found properly qualified, and,would-undertake that duty, either by
enaéting that fuch Miffionariesfhould fave.to each Eftate ‘on which they -fhould.be
employed,.a certain number of deficiencies or-otherwife. This would Jead to the
general eftablifhment -of the -Chriftian Religion amongft the Negroes;itwould
éftablith marriages; it would reftrain promifcuous intercourfe; and imprefs their
minds in a ‘fimple, -yet forcible manner, with the great truth of morality,

Je What-would ‘be theeffect.with regard to the Negroes, of.the repeal of what
are called the Gredit Laws? Ifa law were fo framed as to-give the Creditor a fum-
‘mary remedy-for the recovery -of -his debt by a fequeftration under the authority of .
the GrandCourtof Jamaica, wouldnot fuch'a Law, fuppofing its effeét merely
profpective, and to apply to debts contracted after the. paffing thereof, be beneficial to
the Debtor, the -Creditor, and the Negro? Would the Legiflature of Jamaica be
difpofed.co adopt fome fuchLaw, now that the obflacles toit arifing from Britith Ads
of Parliament are removed, in confequence of the Act paffed lait Seffion, whereby
the Laws are repealed which made Negroes chattels for the payment of debts; and
whether alfo, if the‘ Legiflature was by its authority undlienably to attach the
Plantation Negroes to the foil, theréby putting them as nearly as poffible in a ftate
of villenage or (adjcripti Gkbe) a {peices of tenure ‘ftill exifting in many parts of
Europe, fo that it might not be lawful to remove them except by their own confent,
fuch a meafure would not tend effentially tq the happinefs and welfare of the
Negroes? .
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(Copy.) No. 3.—Copy of a Circular Letter from the Duke of
Portland to the Governors of the IMands of Barbadoes

Circular. and Saint Vincente.

Whitehall, 22d March 1799.
Sir,

M Y former correfpendence with you upon the ftate and condition of the Negroes,
will fugiciently enable you to judge cf the farisfactionit.gave me to lay before the
Houle of Commons the A&s which have been paffed by the refpective Legiflatures
of the I.eeward Hlands and Grenada, to promote the natural encreafe of that defcrip-
tion of perfons, and generally to improve and meliorate their condition in thofe
Ifands ; alfo, the meafures which have been propofed for the fame falutary purpofes
by the joint committee of the Council and Houfe of Affembly of Tobago, and the
provifions of an Ac paffed in the ifland of Jamaica, for limiting the importation of
Negroes into that Ifland to fuch as are of the age of twenty-five years or under,
and for fecuring to them the advantages of moral and religious inftructions.

Thefe proceedings muft be particularly acceptable to the Houfe of Commons,
from their conformity to the Refolution of that Houfe of the 6th of April 1797 ; and
from. their having been evidently taken by the feveral Colonial Legiflatures for the
exprefs purpofe of carrying into effect the humane and benevolent objects pointed
out by that Refolution. ,

The confideration of thefe proceedings, in addition to the fuggeftions I tranfmit-
ted to you in my Letter of the 23d of April laft, will, 1 am perfuaded, induce the
Legiflature of ,°v?*"*_- to adopt meafures of a fimilar nature, together with the
introduction of fuch provifions and amendments as may be moft likely to accelerate
and fecure the advantages which muft neceffarily refult from the attainment of the
objects which were in the contemplation of the Houfe of Commons, when the Refo-
lution of the 6th of April 1797 was voted; and which Refolution appears to have had
fo beneficial and falutary an influence on the determination of the Legiflatures of
thofe Ifands whofe conduét I have ftated to you..
TheColonial Aéts, and other documents referred to in this Letter, you will receive

by this conveyance, enclofed under a teparate cover.

_ Thave the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) Portland.

[The Aéts referred to are with the Correfpondence
of the refpective Iflands.|
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(Copy.) 1x° 4.—Copy of Circular Letter from the Duke of
—— Furtland to the Governors of His Majefty’s Colonies

Circular. in the Weft Indies, 12th July 1799.

Whitehall, 22th July 1799.
My Lord, or Sir,

ENCI.CS5ED I tranfmit to you, by the King’scommand, the Copy
‘of an humble Addreis of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty on the 11th
inttant, requeiting tha: His Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to give directions
to the Governors of His Majefty’s IMands and Plantations in the Weft Indies to
tranfade an account, {fecifying, as far as the fame can be made up, the total num-
ber of Negroes now in fuch Iflands and Plantations refpectively, and the total
numoer of Births and Deaths on an average of the laft three years; diftinguifhing
what propoition of thofe that died were born within fuch Ifand or Piantation, or
had been imported more than three years before, and what number of thofe that
died had been imported within three years of the time of their deaths, together
with the docursents on which fuch accounts fhall be founded; and I am to figniiy to
your Lordthip His Majefty’s fpecial commands, that you do, with all poffible dif
patch, caufe to be prepared in and for the IMand under your Government, fuch an
account as above fpecified, in conformity to the terms of the faid Addrefs; and that
you do tranfmit the fame to me, without lofs of time, in order that it may be laid
before the Houfe at the opening of the next Seffion.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) Portland,



CIRCULAR. tr A.

ADDRESS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

 

Jovis, © die Aprilis 1797.

RESOLVED,

“ THAT an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majelty, requefting
“© that His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give Dire&tions to the Governors
“ of His Majefty’s Plantations in the Weft Indies, to recommend to the ref{pec-
“€ tive Councils and Affemblies of the faid Plantations to adopt fuch Meafures
asfhall appear to them beft calculated to obviate the Caufes which have
hitherto impeded the natural Increafe of the Negroes already in the Iflands,

“* gradually to diminith the neceffity of the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead
0 its complete termination ; and particularly, wich a view to the fame effect,

“* to employ fuch means as may conduce to the Moral and Religious Improve-
“* ment of the Negroes, and fecure to them throughout all the Britifh Weft India
“© Tflands, the certain, immediate, and active protection of the Law; and, ac
“ the fame time, affuring His Majefty, that this Houfe will concur in fuch
“* Meafures as hall appear requifite to be taken by this Houfe for the attainment
“* of the fame object.”

119,
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No. 1.. Copy of the Confulidating A@ relating to Slaves, and giving them further Protec-
tion and Security, é&c.; dated 11th May 1797 - = pp. 3 tors. B.

No. 2. Copy of a Letter from Governor Dowdefwell to the Duke of Portland ; datedgth
- 2 = p16 B.December - - - -

No. 3. Return of Slaves, &c. in ‘the Ifland of New Providence; dated 2d April
Wore ss ee eee ope BL



[3]

 

~BAHAMA ISLANDS.

(Copy.) - An A& to confolidate and bring into one At, the feveral
. Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further

Protection and Security ; for altering the Mode of Trial
of Slaves charged with capital Offences; for fulpending
the feveral Acts and claufes of Acts therein mentioned;
and for other Purpofes.

WHEREAS it is expedient that the Laws which have been enacted for the
government of Slaves fhould be confolidated and brought into one Ac; that fome
urther provifions fhould be made for their protection ; and that the mode of trying
Slaves charged with capital offences fhould be alrered and regulated, as nearly as
local circumftances will admit, according to the rules of the common Law; May it

‘therefore pleafe your Majefty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his
honour John Forbes, efquire, your Majefty’s Lieutenant-Governor and Commander
in Chief, the Council. and Affembly of your Bahama Iflands, and it is hereby
enaéted and ordained by the authority of the fame, that from and after the paffing of
this Aa, all and every the hereinafter mentioned Laws and claufes, and parts of
Laws, fo far forth as the fame do relate to Negro or other Slaves, be and the fame are
hereby fufpended for and during the continuance of this Act, any thing inthe faid
Laws and claufes of Laws, or in any other Law to the contrary notwithftanding; thac
is to fay, an Act, paffed in the feventh year of your Majefty’s reign, iniituled, “An
A& for governing of Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians ;” alfo one other Act, paffed
in the eighth year of your Majefty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for fufpending a
claufe in an AG, inticuled, “ An A& for governing of Negroes, Mulattoes, and
Indians, and for amending the faid A& ;” alfo one other Act, paffed in the twentieth
year of your Majeity’s reiga, intituled, “ An Act for fufpending parts of certain
Claufes and amending other Claufes in an Act, intituled, An Act for governing

Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians ;” alfo one other Act, paffed in the year lat afore-
faid, intivuled, “ An AG for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, and Indians,
and for fufpending feveral Aéts therein mentioned 5” alfo one other A, paffed is: the
fameyear laft aforefaid, intituled, “ An A& to amenda Claufe in an Act paffed in the
feventh year-of His prefent Majefty’s reign, intituled, An Act for governing Negroes,
‘Mulattoes, and: Indians.”

2. And-whereas it is due to good policy as well as to humanity and juftice, that

the condition of Slaves fhould be rendered as comfortable as poffible, by fupplying
them with good, wholefonie, and fufficient provifions, with proper cloathing and
other neceflaries, and it is expedient that the fame fhould be regulated by Law, be
it enaéted, That the Mafter, Owner, or Poffeflor of every plantation, pen, or
other lands: whatfoever within thefe Iflands, fhall provide and give to every Slave

above the age of ten years, at and after the rate of one peck ofunground Indian or
Guinea corn, or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or feven quarts of rice, fifty-fix

pounds of potatoes, cocoes, or yams per week, over and above a fufficient quantity
of land, as.and for the proper ground of every fuch Slave, and one-half ofthe afore-

faid allowance to each child below the aforefaid age of ten years,
119. 3. And
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4 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no Mafter, Owner,
or Poffeffor of any Slave, whether in bis or her own right, or as Attorney, Guardian,
Truftee, Executor, or otherwife, fhall difcard or turn away apy fuch Slave by reafon of
fuch Slave being rendered incapable of labour by ficknefs, age, or infirmity, but
every Mafter, Owner, or Poffeffor, fha!l be and he is hereby obliged to keep every
fuch fick, infirm, difabled, or fuperannuated Slave on his eftate or premifes, and to
find and provide fuch Slave with wholefome neceffaries oflife, and not to fuffer fuch
Slave to be in want thereof, or to wander about and become burthenfome to others,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence, to be recovered in a fummary man-
ner before any two Juftices of the Peace, who are hereby authorized and required to
caufe any Mafter, Owner, or Poffeffor offending in the premifes, or his, her, or their
Attorney or Agent,and fuchotherPerfons as they fhalljude neceffary to be fummoned
before them, to enable themto judge of the jufticeof any fuch charge, and to determine
whether fuch Mafter, Owner, or Poffeffor ought to incur the aforefaid penalty; and
in the mean time and until fuch trial can be had, the faid Juftices ofthe Peace, on their
view, or on the information of any white perfon on oath, are herehy required to take
up any fuch wandering, fick, aged, or infirm Slave, and to lodge him or her in the
neareit workhouse or other place of fecurity, there to be clothed and fed, but not
compelled to work, at the expence of fuch Mafter, Owner, or Poffeffor, until fuch
trial aforefaid can be had ; and if it fhall appear ‘to the faid Juftices upon fuch trial
that the party or parties complained of is or are guilty of the offence alledged, and
‘he, fhe, or they, fhall refufe to pay the faid penalty, together with the workhoufe
fees and charges of conviction, the faid Juftices are hereby authorized and required to
commit fuch offender or-offenders to the next common gaol, there to remain until
he, fhe, or they, fhall pay the fame.

4 And whereas by reafon of deaths or removals of Proprietors of Slaves, of their
being manumitted without any fuitable provifion being made for their maintenance,
and from other caufes, fome unhappy objects, rendered unable to labour by difeafe,
old age, or other means, have become burthenfome to the inhabitants; for remedy
whereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be

Jawful for the Veftries of the feveral parifhes and iflands once in every:
year to lay a tax upon the inhabitants in the fame manner as the parochial
taxes are ufually laid, for the purpofe of raifing fuch fum. as they fhall
jadge neceffary for the maintenance, cloathing, medical care, and attend-
ance, of all fuch Negro, Mulatto, or othet Slaves, or other unhappy
objects; and any two Juftices of the Peace are hereby authorized and
required, upon application being made to them, to order all fuch
objects as aforefaid to be removed and conveyed to the workhoule of
the parifh, where (if a Slave) the former Owner or Owners, Proprietor
or Proprietors lived or refided, cr (if a perfon of colour made free)
where the perion or perfons who manumitted or fet free fuch perfon

of colour refided before his or hermanumiffion, there to be lodged and taken care
of; and the Juftices of the Peace, and -Veftries ofthe feveral iflands and parifhes, are
hereby authorized and required from time to time to make fuch humane regulations
for the purpofes aforefaid, as to them.fhall feem necefiary and expedient.

s- And be ‘it further ena¢ted by the authority aforefaid, That every
Mafter or Owner’ fhall provide.and give to every Slave in his or her

fuits ofclothes every year, poffeffion, two fuits of proper and fufficient cloathing in the courfe. of every
under penalty of £50.
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No Slave to
be mutilated.

year, under the penalty of fifty pounds for each offence.

6. And be it further enacted -by the authority aforefaid, That all Mafters and
Owners, or in their abfence their Overfeers, fhall, as much as in them lies, endeavour
to inftruct their Slaves in-the Chriftian Religion, and thall dotheir endeavours to fit
them for Baptifm, and as foon.as conveniently may .be, {hall caufe to be baptized all
fuch Slaves.as they.can make fenfible of a Deity and ofthe Chriftian faith.

7. And beit further enacted by theauthority aforefaid, That any Mafter, Owner,
-or other perfon whatfoevex, who fhall wilfully mutilate any Slave, or caufe, permit,

or
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or fuffer-any Slave to be mutilated wich his or her privicy or confent,, thall-be liable tobe indicted and profecuted in the General Court for the fame, and upon conviétion fhallbe punifhed by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, and imprifonment not exceedingtwelve months for every offence, and fuch punifhment is declared tobe without preju~dice to any ation that could or might be brought by the Owner or Proprietor for reco-very of damages for or on account of the fame; and in cafes where the Owner of anyfuch Slave fhall be guilty ofany fuch offence, it fhalland maybe lawful for theCourt,if it thall {eemneceffary for the future protection offuch Slave, to declare him orher to befree and difcharged from all mannerof fervitude, to all intents and purpofes whatever;and in all fuch cafes itthall and may be lawful for the Court to order the fine tobepaid to the Veltry of the parith to which fuch Slave belonged, to the ufe of the faidparifh, the. Veftry in confideration thereof paying to fuch Slave fo made ‘free anannuity of ten pounds during life ; and in cafe'any Slave or Slaves thall fuffer fuchmutilationas aforcfaid, any Juftice of the Peace is hereby authorized and required, onview of the fa&t, to fend {uch Slave to the nearcft workhoufe, there to be kept and-carefully attended at the expence of the parith, until fuch time as theré can be ameeting of the Juftices and Veftry of fuch Parith, which Juftices and Vettry. arehereby created a Council of Proteétion for {uch Slaves, and are authorized andrequired to make ‘full enquiry refpecting the mutilation of fach Slave; and if tothem ic fhall apptar proper fhall caufe the Owner or Owners of fuch mutilatedSlave to be indicted and profecuted, the expences of which profecution hall bepaidby the parith where fuch offence fhall be committed; and in cafe the Owner orOwners of fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be able to pay the cofts and charges of fuchprofecution, the Churchwardens and Veftryare’ hereby required’ to commencea fuit or fuits againft fuch Owner or Owners, in- which they fhall recover allcofts and charges by them laid out and expended in fuch criminal profecutionand civil action; and the Keeper of the workhoufe to which any fuch Slave hasbeen committed is hereby required, upon due notice of the ‘meeting of fuchJuftices and Veftry, to produce fuch mutilated Slave or Slaves for theirinfpetion,under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect,

8. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall

B,

No Court or Juttice tonot be lawful for any Court or Juttice to pafs any fentence whereby any pafs any fentence where-Slave fhall be dire&ed to be mutilated or maimed for any offence
whatever. |

g- And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon thall
wilfully and with malice aforethought, kill, or caufe to be killed any Negro or other
Slave, every fuch Perfon hall be adjudged guilty of felony and murder, and fhall
fuffer death without benefit of Clergy; provided always, that no fuch conviction fhallextend to the corruption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods
or chattels ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

icth. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon
fhall wantonly-or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruife, wound, imprifon, or keep
in confinement, without fufScient fupport, any Slave or Slaves, he, the, or theythall be fubject to be indifted for the fame in the General Court, and thall fudfer
fuch_punifhment by fine or imprifonment,or both, as the Court thall think proper
to init ; and fuch punifhment is declared to be withour prejudice to any stion that
may be brought for recovery of damages, in cafe fuch Slave thall not be thepro-
perty of the offender,

11. And in order to reftrain arbitrary punifhments,be it further enacted by the
authori-y aforefaid, That no Slave thall on any account receive more thantwenry lathes
at any one time, or for any one offence, unlefs the Owner or Employer of fuch Slave
or Supervifor of the workhoufe or Keeper of the gaol hall be prefent; and that no
fuch Owner, Employer, or Supervifor, or Goal-keeper, fhall on any account punith
a Slave with more than 39 lathes at oge time, and for one offence, nor inf’ or
fuffer to be inflidted any fecond punifhment on the fame day, nor until thedelingnient

419. i
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fhall have recovered from the effects of any former punifhment, under thepenaltyof.
ten pounds’ for every offence.

‘Owners of t2. And whereas it is cuftomary for Owners to commit their Slaves to the
Slaves com- ¢ommon gaol for flightoffences, which are no: punifhable by this Act; be it therefore
Mo tad them enacted, That in all cafes where‘any Owner or Poffefior of a Slave fhall fend him or.
PrevottMar- her to gaol for any fuch trivial offence, the Provoft Marthal, or his. deputy or.
fhalautho- —gaoler, fhall forthwith take and receive fuch Slave into cuftody, and him or her.

_ Fized to re- fafely keep until releafed by the Owner; and fhall receive’ for his trouble three
suethem, fillings, together with one fhilling for every day fuch Slave fhall have remained in

gaol, provided fuch Slave fhall have been maintained by the Provoft Marthal.
Affixing iron 13. And whereas a mifchievous practice hat! prevailed in fome of the Coloniess
collarswith of punifhing ill-difpofed Slaves, and fuch as are apt to abfcond from their Owners,
rojetbing by fixing iron collars with projecting bars or hooks round their necks; be it -ena¢ted
necks of and declared, That fuch practice is utterly unlawful, and that no perfon thall on any
Slaves unlaw- account whatever punifh any Negro or other Slave, whether his own property or

fal. otherwife, by fixing or caufing to be fixed any ircnor other collar round the neck of
fuch Slaves, or by loading the body or limbs of fuch Slaves with chains, irons, or
weights of any kind, other tha:i fuch as are abfolutely neceflary for fecuring the
perfon of fuch Slave while in’ confinement, under the penalty of fifty pounds; and
any Juftice of the Peace is hereby empewered, authorized, and required, on informa-
tion or view of fuch offence, to order fuch collar, chains, irons, or weights, to be
immediately taken off, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect
or refufal.

Chrifimas,! 14. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every Slave
potidayi within thefe Iflands fhall be allowed the ufual number of Chriftmas holidays, to wit,
Slaves, Chriftmas day, and the two following working days.

Overfcers abfenting them- = 45, And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
felves Com be tanta. every Overfcer who fhall abfent himfelf from ‘the eftate under his care
without leaveof hee Em. OF management on any of the aforefaid holidays, without leave of his
ployers, to forfeit £.5. per Employers, fhall for every fuch offence forfeit the fum of -five pounds
day. for each day.

An accountof the deaths = 16. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That on
and births of Siaves on the firft day of January which will be in the year of our Lord 1798,each Plantation to be given . : oye .in uponoathtotheChurch- and onthe firft day of January in every fucceeding year, or within thirty
wardens annually. days after the Owner, Manager, or Overfeer of every plantation or fet-

tlement within thefe Iflands, fhall give in upon oath to the Churchwardens and.
Vetry of the parifh, an account of all the births and deaths of the Slaves of fuch
plantation or fettlement, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered from the
Owner of fuch plantation or fettlement.

If the not giving io of 97, And be. it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if theiheughnegleAs tb be Not giving in fuch account fhall be owing to the negleé&t of any Overfeer
flopped out ofthewages of ‘or Manager, it thall and may be lawful for the Owner, Proprietor, or
the Overicer negleGtingthe Poffeflor of fuch plantation or fettlement, to ftop and detain the penaltyfame. which he or fhe hall be compélled to pay, together with his’ or her cofts

and charges, out of the wages of fuch Manager or Overfeer,
No Slaves 13, And whereas it is abfolutely neceffary that Slaves fhould be kept in duenatoes, obedience to their Owners, and in proper fubordination to the White Inhabitants in
‘plantation general, that opportunities of committing rebellious confpiracies fhould as much as
without a poffible be taken away, and that adequate punifhments fhould be a pointed for allticket from Crimes committed by Slaves, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That nothem, Slave (fuch only-excepted as are going with firewood, grafs, fruit, provifions, or {mall

ftock, and other goods which they may lawfully fell, to market, and returning therefrom)
fhall hereafter be fuffered to go out of his or her Mafter’s or Owner’s plantation or
fctilement, or to travel from one place to another, unlefs fuch Slavefhall have a

ticket,



ticket from his or her Owner, Matter, Employer, or Overfecr, expreffing particularlthe time of fuch Slaves fettine Oy; ~ ng out, and where or to what place he or the is going,|and the time limited for his or her return, under a penalty not exceeding fortyfhillings for every offence, to be recovered from his or her Matter, Owner, Employer,
or Overfcer, unlets fuch Owner, Employer, or Overfeer, thall make oath that he orfhe did give to the faid Slave fuch ticket as aforefaid, or that the faid Slave went awaywithout leave, y

1g. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That. no Negro or No Negroother Slave fhall be allowed to hunt any horned cattle, horfes, mares, mules, affes, {elinuctcat-or other animals, with lances, guns, cutlaffes, or other arms unlefs in the company jan" SU"f his Mafter, Overfeer, or fome other whi ad : . pany taffes, guns,OF iis ? » OF lome other white perfon, or by his permiffion in writing; orotherarme.and any Negro or other Slave who fhall offend contrary to the true intent and
meaning of this A, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment by whipping as any twoJuttices
of the peace fhail think proper to infli@, not exceeding fifty lafhes,

20. And be it further enaGted by the authority aforefaid, That if any free FreeNegroesNegro, Mulatto,or Indian, in order to conceal any runaway Slave, or to prevent Siving falfe
him or her from being apprehended, fhall give any fraudulent pafs or ticket to any neefuch runaway Slave, he, the, or they hall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be Slaves, howliable to .be profecuted and tried for the fame in the General Court, and upon con- dealt with,viction, fhall fuffer the lofs of freedom, tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the
Court fhall think proper to infli@, not extending to life or limb.

' 91. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any fuch loneweer
fradulentpafs or ticket fhall be given by any white perfon with intent as aforefaid, fraudulent
fuch white perfon fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable to be indi@ed Paffes to
and tried for the fame before the General Court, and fhall fuffer fuch punithment, by Slaves liable
fine and imprifonment, as the Court thall think proper to inflict, " Ceede

22. And be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That no No sicketto be granted
ticket fhall be granted to any Slave for any time exceeding one.calendar © 4 Slave for more than
month. ; one month.

23. And be it further enacted, That every perfon from whofe fervice Slaves ab{conding from
any Slave fhall abfcond, thall within fourteen days thereafter give notice the fervice orany perfon,
thereof by public advertifement, wherein fhall be inferted the name and en within fourteen eof
defcription of any fuch Runaway, by means whereof he or the may be the fame.
more eafily known and apprehended ; and in cafe the Owner fhall neglect
fo to do, he or fhe fhall not be entitled to any fatisfaction from the Treafury for
any fuch Slave executed or tranfported by virtue of this AG, for any crime what-
ever.

24, And be ic alfo enacted, That it thall not be lawful either to fell or buy any Runaway
runaway Slave ; and that any perfon buying or felling any fuch Slave while abfent, Slavesnotte
fhall forteit the fum of thirty pounds. bougne or

25. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all Slaves who thall Stavesbeing.
anienhave been in thefe IMands for the {pace of two years, and fhall run away, and fhall months, thelt

continue abfent for a term not exceeding fix months, thall, upon conviction before ‘panifhment
any two Juftices of the Peace, fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid Juftices fhall think not to extend
proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb. tolifeorlimb,

26. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any Slave  gyaves being abfent up-
who fhall runaway from his Qwner or lawful Poffeffor, and be abfent for wards offixmonths to be
‘more than fix months, being duly convicted, fhall be fentenced to be tranf- tran{ported forlife or other.
ported for life, or fhall fuffer fuch other punifhment, not extending to life or wie, to extend to
limb, as the Court hall think proper to inflia.

Staves har-27. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any Slave who fhall bouriey R
Knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway Siave, fhall be liable to be tried for the aways ari
fame as hereinafter dire@ted, and upon conviction, thal] fuffer fuch punifhment as the be liable to be
Court thall think proper to infli&, not extending to life or limb; and that anyfree tried for the

perfon
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perfon who fhall commit fuch offence may be indicted and profecuted for the fame
in the General Court, and being convicted, fhall fuffer fuch punifiment by fine and
imprifonment as the Court fhall think proper, according to the magnitude of the
offence ; and fuch punifhment is declared to be without prejudice to any action or fuic
which may be brought by the party injured for recovery of damages for and on
account of the fame.

28. And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every Slave who fhall take
up any fuch Runaway, or inform againft any perfon who fhall harbour or conceal
fuch runaway Slave, fo that fuch Runaway may be taken and reftored to his or her
Owner or Owners, fhall be entitled ta fuch reward as any two Juftices of the Peace
fhall think reafonable and juft, not exceeding three pounds, to be paid by fuch per-
fon or perfons as the faid Juft:ces fhall determine ought to pay the fame.

29. And whereas it is dangerous to the peace and fafety of thefe IMands to fuffer
Slaves to continue out as Runaways, and it is abfolurely neceflary’to declare what
Slaves fhall be deemed Runaways; be it therefore ena&ed and declared, That every
Slave who fhall be abfent from his or her Owner or Employer without leave, for
ten days together, and fhall be found at the diftance of eight miles from the houfe
plantation, or fettlement, to which he or fhe belongs, without a ticket or permit to
pafs (except as before excepted, in going to or returning from market) thall be
deemed a Runaway.

30. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any free Perfon who
fhall apprehend any runaway Slave fhall be entitled to receive from the Owner,
Employer, Overfeer, or Manager of fuch Slave, the fum of twenty fhillings and no
more, befides mile money at the rate of two fhillings per mile for the firft five mites,
and one fhilling per mile afterwards; provided fuch Slave or Slaves had ebfented
himéelf or herfelf ten days without the privity, knowledge, or confent of the Pro-
prietor, Owner, or other white perfon refiding on the plantation or place to which
fuch Slave fhall belong, which time of abfence thail be declared on the oath of fuch
Proprietor, Overfeer, or other white perfon as aforefaid, if required by the party taking
up fuch Slave; but it is the true intent and meaning of this A, that every Perfon
who fhall apprehend any Slave that is a€lually run away fhall be entitled to the aforefaid
reward, although fuch Slzve fhall not be eight miles fron: home, or although the
aforefaid term of ten days fhall not have elapfed.

gi. And be it further enaGted by the authority aforefaid, That anySlave who fhall
.take or kill another in actual rebellion, fha!l receive from the Churchwardens of the
parifh in which any fuch Slave fhall have been killed the fumof five pounds, and
ten pounds if taken alive, alfo a blue cloth coat with a red crofs on the right flioulder,
the whole expences whereof fhall be reimbdurfed by the Receiver General for che
time.being, out of any money in his hands unappropriated,

32. And be it further enacted, That if any Slave fhall be killed by any perfon or
peitons in the execution of this A&, or under the authority of the fame, the perfon
or perfons by whom fuch Slave may be killed, fhall, as fpeedily as may be, give
information thereof to fome Jultice of the Peace, who is herehy required to take
his examination, and alfo the evidence or information of any other perfon or perfons
refpecting the fame; and any white perfon or free perfon of colour killing fuch
Slave, who fhall neglect forthwith to give the information hereby required, thall forfeit
and pay the fumof one hundred pounds.

33- And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon or per-
fons apprehending any runaway Slave, fhall convey him or her to‘his or her Owner,
Employer, or Manager, if refident on the land in which fuch Runaway fhall haye
been apprehended, but if not therein refident, or if payment of the reward and other
charges hereinbefore mentioned fhall not be made, then to the neareft gaol or work-
houfe, the Keeper whereof is hereby authorized and required to receive fuch Slave
into his cuftody, and to pay the party delivering fuch Slave the fum of twenty
fillings, and mile money as aforefaid, and no more, under the penalty of five pounds ;
provided neverthelefs, that no Gaoler or Workhoufekeeper, fhall pay any fuch fum

or
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or furs before fuch perfon fhall have taken an oath, which oath the Gaoler or Work-houfekeeper fhall file in his: office, and produce,-when thereunto required by the Owneror Poffeffor of fuch Slave, under the penalty of five pounds, that the Slave foapprehended was at the reputed diftance of cightmilesfrom the houfe, plantation,or fettlement, to which fuch Slave belongs {except as is before excepted) arid thatfuch Slave had no ticket or permit in writing from his or her Ownetvor Poffeffor,Employer or Overfeer, at the time of being apprehended, and that fuch Slave had’been firft carried to his or her Owner, Employer, or Manager (provided fuch
Owner or Manager fhall be in the INand where fuch Slave fhall be apprehended) andthat payment of the reward and charges aforefaid was neglected or refufed to be
made.

34. And, to the end that the Owners-and Proprietors of Slaves fo apprehendedmay obtain information of the goal or workhoufe in which they are confined,be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the Keeper of every work-houfe or goal fhalt and they are hereby required, once in every month, to advertife iathe Bahama Gazette, or other public newspapers, and at the moft public place inthe Ifland on which faid Negro hall be apprehended, the height, names, marks,
and fex, and alfo the country (where the fame can be afcertained) of every runawaySlave then in his cuftody, and the time fuch Slave was put into his cuftody, and alfo
the name or names of the Owner or Owners thereof, if known, under the penalty of
ten pounds for every negleé&t or omiffion, and for the expence of fuch advertife-ment, it fhall and may be lawful for the Keeper of every gaol or workhoufe to
charge the Owner or Owners of each runaway Slave at and after the rate of twelve
fhillings per month, and no more, and to detain any fuch Slave in cuftody until the
fame, together with the charges of apprehenfion, and other fees and poundage,
after the rate of two fhillings in the pound, fhall be paid, and alfo one-fhilling. for
every twenty-four hours fuch Slave thall have been in cultody, for fubfiftence, and
fixpence per day for medical care and extraordinary nourifhment where neceflary;
and the Gaoler, Workhoufekeeper, or Supervifor, fhall atteft every fuch’ account
upon oath.

35. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the Keeper of
¢very workhoufe or gaol within thefe IMands thall provide and furnifh every Slave
confined in fuch workhoufe or gaol, a fufficient quantity of good and wholefome
Provifions, according to the allowance hereinbefore required to be given upon plan-
tations, under the penalty of ten pounds for every negleét.

36. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That after any runaway
Slave fhall bave been in the cuftody of the Provoft Marfhal, or of the Keeper of any
workhoufe or gaol, and fhall have been duly advertifed as aforefaid for the {pace
of twelve calendar months, if no perfon fhall claim fuch Slave, and pay the fees and
other monies hereinbefore directed, it fhall and may be lawful for the Provoft Mar-
fhal, or for the Keeper of fuch gaol or workhoufe, to fell every fuch Slave at
public outcry to the higheft bidder, and that the monies arifing from fuch Slave fhall
be applied in the firft place towards payment of the expences of taking up, keep-
ing, and advertifing fuch Slave, together with all other fees and charges hereinbefore
mentioned, and the overplus (if any) fhall be paid into the public Treafury, to be
applied towards the contingent expences of this Government; and all receipts and
bills of fale made by the Provoft Marthal, or the Keeper of any gaol orwork-
houfe (as the.cafe may be) are hereby declared to convey a good and ‘fufficient
title to the Purchafer or Purchafers of any fuch Slave, and to be a bar of the right
of the former Owner or Owners ; provided always, that every fuch falebeat the ulual
place of public auctions in the town of Naffau, between the hours of ten and:twelve
o'clock inthe forenoon, that thirty days notice thereof be given in the Bahama
Gazette, or other public newspaper, and that previous to every fuch fale, every
fuch Slave be carried before a M agiftrate, who is hereby required to examine. whe-
ther fuch Slave has been duly advertifed, and whether his orher marks and defcrip-
tion agree with the advertifement, and to certify the fame if found accurate or
fufficient,
1g. 37.
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Gaoler notto 37. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no Gaoleror Work-
work or lend houfekeeper fhall, on any pretence whatever, employ any Slave fent to his cuftody

eryRenaway on any plantation belonging to him or in his poffeffion, nor hire nor lend any fuch
, Slave to work for any other perfon or perfons, under the penalty of fifty pounds

9 for every offence.
aves after

having been = 38. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any Negro or other.
confined, .. Slave who fhall be confined in any workhoufe or other place of confinement, and

efeape®and” fhall efcaye therefrom before trial, or the expiration of his or her -fentence, upon
being re- being retaken, and proof being made of his or her identity before any two: Juftices:

taken, tobe of the Peace, fhall be adjudged to be fent back to confinement, and fhall receive
Puppie. punithment by whipping, not exceeding fifty lathes.

Slaves after being con- 39. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if the
fined, makin elt efeape Provoft Marfhal, or any of his deputies, or any Conftable, Gaoler, or

Morea Tee ence oficer Workhoufekeeper, fhall willingly or negligently fuffer any Slave to efcape,
negleating the fame to for-. fo that fuch Slave fhall nor be retaken, fuchMarfhal, Conftable, Gaoler,

feit £.20, or Workhoufekeeper, fhall forfeit a fum not exceeding twenty pounds,
without prejudice to the owner’s action of damages.

Slaves killed in defence 40, And be it further enacted, That if any Negro orotherSlave at any
ofhiscountry,theOwocr time of invafion, ‘or appearance of an enemy, fbail be killedin the fervice
faryfor the fare. Of the country, the Owner hall be paid out of the public Treafury the full

value of fuch Slave, to be afcertained by any two Juftices of the Peace,

Perfons fufé 41. And be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any Matter,
fering av af Owner, Guardian,.or Attorney of any plantation or fettlement, fhall fuffer any
Negroesto ftrange.Slaves exceeding twelve in number, to affemble together, and beat their
caule the drums, or blow their horns or fhells, in any place under his, her, or their care or
fame to be = management, or fhall not endeavour to difperfe or prevent their meeting, by giving

difperfed. notice thereof to the next Magiftrate or commiffioned Officer, that a proper force.
may be fent for the purpofe, every Mafter, Owner, Guardian,.or Attorney, hall
forfeit for every fuch offence the fum of fifty pounds, provided information of fuch
offence be given upon oath within five days after the commiffion of fuch offence.

Officers avthorifedto enter = 4.9, And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all OF
Beelte anyhatfocver ap. ficers, civil and military, ihall be and they are hereby empowéred and re-
fembly ofNegroes. quired to enter into any place whatever, in order to difperfe any unlawful

affembly of Slaves, and to fupprefs and prevent all riotous unlawful drum-
ming or other noife; any law, cuftom, or u‘age to the contrary notwithftanding.

Slaves found 43. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any Slaves who fhall
concealing hereafter be found to have concealed ‘in his or her houfe, or otherwife in his or her
nition, Bee.to poffeffion, any, fire-arms, gunpowder, flugs or ball, fhall,on conviction before two
bepunithed. Juftices, fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid Juftices fhall think proper to inflict by

whipping.

Slaves frik- 44. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any Slave who fhall
ine ancher offer violence by ftriking or otherwife, to any white perfon, fhall be punifhed with
lorcet any death, tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the Court fhall think proper to
white perfon, inflict, provided fuch conflict or flriking be not by command of the Owner of fuch
to fuffer Slave, or of his or her Attorney, Overfeer, or other perfon having authority over
death, &¢- — fiich Slave, or in the lawful defence of bis Owner’s perfon or goods.

Slavesmixing 45. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Negro or
OF prepare other Slave fhall mix or prepare, with intent to give any poifon or poifonous drug,
ferdeath OF fall actually give or caufe to be given any fuch poifon or poifonous drug, although
or tranfpor- death may not enfue from the taking thereof, fuch Slave, together with all and every
tation. acceffary and accefiaries, as well before as after the fact, (being Slaves) being thereof

duly convicted, fhall foffer deach, tanfportation for life, or fuch other punifhment
as the Court fhall think prover.

46. And
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4$.: And whereas horned cattle, fheep, horfes, mares, mules, and affes, are fre-quently ftolen and killed by Negro and other Slaves in fo fecret and private a manner,as to render convictionvery difficult; for prevention thereof, be it further enacted,That if any Negro or other Slave or Slaves fhall fraudulently have in his, her, ortheir poffeffion, any freth beef, mutton, or veal, or the fleth of any horfe, mare, mule,or afs, in any quantity exceeding five and not exceeding twenty-eight poundsweight, every fuch Negro or other Slave fhall, upon conviction before any twoJuftices of the Peace, be whipped in fuch manner as fach Juftices thal dire@t, notexceeding thirty-nine lathes ; and if there thall be found fraudulently as aforefaid inhis, her, or their cuftody or poffeffion, a larger or greater quantity thanforty-eightpounds weight offuch beef or other fleth, that then every fuch Negro or other Slaveshall fuffer-fuch‘punifhment as the Juftices thall think Proper to inflict, not extendingto life or limb, :

47. And be it further enacted by: the authority aforefaid, That if any Negro orother Slave fhall felonioufly fteal any horned cattle, theep, goat, hog, horfe, mare,gelding, mule, or afs, or thall kill any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, hog, horfe,mare, gelding, mule, or afs, with intent to fteal the fame, or any part of the-fieththereof, fuch Negro or other Slave fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment asthe Court fhall think proper to infli€.

48. And whereas feveral Slaves have Jately found means to depart from thefeIflands, to the preat damage of their Owners, and to the evil example of other Slaveswho may thereby be induced to attempt or confpire to do the fame; and whereasthere is reafon to fufpeét that Slaves have been aided and affifted in their departureby other perfons, and no adequate punifhments are provided. by law for futhoffences ; for remedy thereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That ifany. Negro or other Slave, fhall run away from his or her Owner or Owners,Employer or Employers, and go off, or confpire and attempt to go off thefe Iflands.
in any fhip, boat, canoe, or other veffel or craft whatfoever, or .be aiding, abetting,or affifting to any other Slave or Slaves in deferting and going-off thefe “Iflands, he,
fhe, or they fo running or going off, or confpiring and attempting to go off, oraiding,affifting, or abetting in fuch going off, being thereof convicted, hall fuffer tranfporta-tion, or fuch other punifhment as the Court thall think proper to inflict, not extending
to life or limb,

_ 49. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any free Negro,
Indian, or Mulatto, fhall be aiding, affifting, and abetting any Slave or Slaves in
deferting and going off thefe IMands, and fhall be thereof convicted, he, fhe, or they
fhall be fubjeé to be tranfported from thefe IMands by the Provoft Marthal, or his
deputy ; and any fuch Perfon fo convicted, fentenced, and tranfported, who fhall
afterwards be found at large within thefe Iflands, fhall fuffer death without benefit
of Clergy.

go. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That any white perfon
who fhall knowingly be aiding, affifting, or abetting any Slave in deferting and going
off thefe Iflands, fhall forfeit the fum of £. 100, and fhall alfo fuffer imprifonment
for any fpace of time nor exceeding twelve months, withoutbail or mainprize; and
fuch punilhment is declared to be without prejudice to any {uit or aétion whichmay
be brought or had by the party injured for the recovery of damages for and on account
of the fame.

51. And be it further enacted by the authoricy aforefaid, That it thal and may be
lawful to proceed againft the perfon or perfons fo aiding, affifting, or abetting fuch
Slave or Slaves. in going off thefe.Ifands, whether the principal or principals be
convicted or not 5 any thing in this or any other Act, or any law, ufage, or cuftom,
fo the contrary notwithftanding.

52. And be it further enacted, That noNegro or other Slave th all, on any pretence,barter or carry about for fale or barter any dry goods of anykind whatever, and it
it fhall and may be lawful for any white Perfon to take and ieize all fuch goods,
and to deliver them to the Provoft Marfhal, or his deputy, who fhall forehwith
119. ¢

B.

S faves hays
ing fraadu-
Jentlv in their
pefierion —
fret meat te
be punifhed,

Slaves fteal.
ing cattle te
be punithed,

Slaves goin
of in veel
or other craft
to be tranf-
ported or
otherwife pa.
nifhed.

Slaves abet-
ting any other
Slaves in de-
ferting, to be
tranfported;
and if found
afterwards in
thefe Iflands
to fuffer
death,

White per-
fons affifting
a Slave tode-
fert to forfeit
£100,

Perfons affift-
ing any Slave
in going off,t0
be proceeded
aganft, whe-
ther the prin-
cipal be con-
victed or not,

No Slave to
carry about
for Sale any
dry goods of
any kind.

93

 
 



94

‘NoNegro or
other. Slave
toiretail any
fp rituons..
liguors.

No Slave
fhall play at
dice, cards,
or othet
gaming.

Upen com-
- plaint being
mnade of any
robberies,&c.
toany Jottice
of the Peace
to iffge his
warrant,

Provifo.

12 SLAVE TRADE.—WEST INDIES.

fell thefame at public auction, and pay the net proceeds thereof into the public

Treafury.

53. And be it further enacted, That no Negro or other Slave hail vend orretail

‘any {pirituous liquors whatfoever; and if any Slave, without the knowledge of his or

her Owner or Employer, fhall fell or vend any fpirituous liquors. whatfoever, fuch

Slave for every fuch offence fhall be publicly whipped by order of any two Juftices

of the Peace ; but if it fhall.appear to have been done with the knowledge of his or.
her Qwner or Employer, then and in that cafe fuch Owner or Employer fhall forfeit
the funt of forty pounds, to be recovered in manner hereinafter directed.

4. And be it further enacted, That every Slave who hall play at dice or cards, or

be guilty of any other kind of gaming, fhall be publicly whipped by order of any

two Juttices of the Peace ; and any Keeper of a tavern or punch-houfe who hall fufer

anySlave or Slaves to game, get drunk, or tipple in or about his or her houfe, fhop,

or premifes, or to remain in or about the fame after the hour of eight of the clock

at night, or fhall at any other time fell rum or any other fpirituous liquors to any

Slave, to whom he or fhe fhall have been forbidden by the Owner or Employer of
fuch Slave to fell liquor, or thall fuffer any fuch Slave, after having been fo for-

bidden, to loiter or remain in or about his or her houfe, fhop, or premifes, fhall forfeic
thé.{um of twenty pounds.

55. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, T hat upon complaint being

made to any Juftice of the Peace of any burglary, robbery, burning of houfes,

rebellious confpiracies, compaffing or imagining the death of any white perfon or

perfons, or any other felonious offence whatfoever committed by any Slave or Slaves,

and which is hereby declared or made punifhable with death or tranfportation, fuch
Juftice thall-iffue his warrant for apprehending fuch offender or offenders, and for
all perfons that can give evidence, to be brought before him or any other Juftice of
the Peace, and the evidence of Slave againft Slave fhall inall cafes be received;

and if upon examination, the charges fhall appear to be well founded, the Juftice

before whom fuch examination fhall be. had and taken {hall commit the accufed to
ptifon, and ‘bind over the witneffes to appear at a certain day, not lefs than ten or

more than thirty days from the day on which the complaint fhall have been made,

at the place where the Quarter Seffions are ufually held, or place of public meetings,
and fhall certify to any other Juftice of the Peace the caufe of fuch commitment, and

require him to affociate himfelf with him, which the faid Juttice is herebyrequired
to do, under the penalty of forty pounds; and the faid Juttices, {6 affociated, thall iffue

their warrant to {ummon feyen perfons, fuch as are liable to ferve on ordinary Juries

(the Slave Owner or Proprietor of the Slave or Slaves fo complained of, or the
Attorney, Guardian, Overfeer, or Manager of fuch Owner or Proprietor, or the

perfon profecuting him, or her Attorney, Guardian, Overieer, or Manager already

excepted) perfonally to be and appear before the faid Juftices, at the day and place
appointed for trial, between the hours of eight and twelve of the clock in the forenoon,
and when-and where the faid Juftices fhall caufe the accufed to be brought before

them.; and thereupon five of the perfons fo fummoned fhall (the charge or accufatiod
being firft:reduced to writing, and read) be fworn to try the matter before them, ana

give a verdict according to evidence, which charge or accufation hall not be queftioned
fer any want of form, but fhall be deemed valid if fufficient in fubftance; and if the faid

Jurors fhall, upon hearing theevidence, unanimoufly find the faid Slave or Slaves guilty

of the offence of which he, the, or they {tand charged, the faid Juftices thall give fentence

of death, without benefit of Clergy, or tranfporiation for life, according to the nature
of the offence, and fhall caufe fuch fentence to be carried into execution at fuch time
and place as they fhall think proper (women with child only-excepted, whofe execution
fhall be refpited until a reafonable time after delivery) ; provided always neverthelefs,

that the Juttices of the Peace; or any two or more of them, refident upon any of the

Iflands within this Government (one of whom to be always of the Quorum and Cuftos
Rotulorum of the Ifland) fhall and may hereafter hold Slave Courts upon the firft
Tuefday in April, July, and O€tober in every year, to continue and be holden for

five
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five days fucceffively (if neceffaty) and fot longer, and thall have full power andauthority to enquire into, hear, and- determine all and all manner of felonious. offences, committed by Slaves, and thall open the faid Court by proclamation, declaringthe fame to be a Slave Court for {uch purpofe, and that the faid Cuftos Rotu-Jorum and any other Juttice thall thereupon, in like manner in all refpect as twoJuftices affociated as hereinbefore mentioned are by this A& authorized and em-powered to -proceed to try and deliver the workhoufe or goal within the Ifand orParifh ofall Slaves who fhall be in cuftodyof the Gaoler or Workhoufekeeper, chargedwith any of the felonious offences hereinbefore mentioned, and fhall cau‘e a Jury tobe called and takenfrom the pannel returned to the faid Court forthwith to be fworr,as they fhall appear, to try all and every fuch Slave as thall be brought before them,‘charged with any of the aforefaid offences, and to give a true verdict according toevidence as in other cafes.

56. Provided always, that it fhall and may be lawful for the Juftices of any Provifo.Slave Court, or extraordinary Trial, to refpite the execution of any fentence b .them given for any term, not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleafure of the‘Commander in Chief fhall be known, in cafe proper caufe fhall appear to them for{0 doing, or the Jury thall recommend the prifoner to mercy.
57. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, Thar not Notlefs than two Juficeslefs than two Juftices and five Jurors thall conftitute a Court for the trial and five F"Crolders fhaltof any Slave or Slaves for any crime or offence that thall fubje& trial of Negroes.” or thefuch Slave or Slaves to fuffer death or tranfportation; and that uponany fuch trial no peremptory challenge of any Juror, or any exceptionto the form of indi&ment, thall be allowed.
58. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes where In all cafesthe punifhment of death is to be inflited, the execution fhall be performed in fome Where deathblic place, and with due folemnity, and care fhall be taken by the Gaoler, Confta-fide tosBie, or Marfhal, that the prifoner be free from intoxication at the time of his trial executionand execution, and the mode offuch execution thall be hanging by the neck and no fhall be per-‘other, and the body fhall afterwards be difpofed of as the Court fhall dire3 provided formed inalways, that where feveral Slaves are capitally convicted for the fame offence, one only 7 Placesfhall fuffer death, except in cafes of murder or rebellion,
59. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That anySlaves givingfalfeevidenceSlave wilfully giving falfe evidence on any trial to be had under this hall faffer ne fame pu-Ad, fhall fuffer the fame punifhmentasthe perfon or perfons on whole Vidteds ” Perfon conetrial fuch falfe evidence was given, would, if convicted, have been liable to

_ fuffer, or fuch other punifhment as the Juttices fhall award, not extending to life
er limb.

60. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That when In e:fe of death or difany Slave or Slaves fhall be difcharged by proclamation, or fhall die in charges the Marfhal orweet . Gaoler fhall be entitled tocuftody, the Marthal, Gaoler, or Workhoufekeeper, fhall be entitled to perce all fees for {ach
receive out of the public Treafury all fuch fees as fhall be due for fuch Slave fromthe Treafury.Slave or Slaves at the time of fuch difcharge or death,

61. And bei further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That a record thall be A record ofentered up of all proceedings upon the trials of Slaves, for any crime that fhall be Sheilofpunifhable with death or tranfportation, in a book to be kept for that purpofe by the kept by theClerk of the Peace, who is hereby required to attend all fuch trials, and to record Clerk of thethe proceedings within thirty days after fuch trial, under penalty of twenty pounds Peace.
for every fuch negleét, and he fhall be entitled, upon producing the certificate of the
Juftices, to have and. receive out of the public Treafury the fum of three pounds
for attending eachtrial, and for entering up the record, and any other bufinefs in-
ident thereto, and no more.

62. And be it further enaéted, That the Conftables of the refpedtive Hands and ConfablestoDiftri€ts thall be obliged to attend every fuch trial or Court under the penalty of of Siaves,twenty pounds for each neglect, and that the Conftable executing any fentence fhall under the Pe119.
be saltyai£.20.
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be entitled to receive out of the public Treafury the fum of forty fhillings, upon
producing the certificate of the Juftices as aforefaid.

Perfons negleéting or res 63. And be it further enaéted, Thatany perfon who fhall be drawn and,
‘folieto atrend eearals duly fummoned to ferve as a Juror on any trial te be had by virtue of
Le. avese ree this A&, and who fhall negle& to attend, or after appearance fhail depart

without leave, fhall forfeit the fum of fix pounds.

Notrialthall 64, And be it further enacted bythe authority.aferefaid, That no trial of any
be had ontil Slave fhall be had, -until after reafonable and fufficient nctice of fuch trial fhall have
given to the been given to the Owner or Proprietor of fuch Slave, or to his, her, or their Attor-
owners, &c. ney or Attornies, or other Reprefentative or Reprefentatives, where any fuch can be
ofSlaves. =gonveniently found within the Colony; any law, ufage, or cuftom to the contrary

notwithftanding.

‘Slavesseceiv-- 66. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes where
‘ingfentence any Slave shall receive fentence of death or tranfportation, the Jury fhall appraife
cof peatha&¢- and value fuch Slave, and the Juftices fhall certify fuch valuation; provided always,
cby.the Jury. that fuch valuation fhallnot exceed in any cafe fixty pounds for any one Slave, and

. provided alfo, if it fhall appear that the Owner or Paffeffor of fuch Slave had
treated him or her with inhumanity, and that neceffity or hard ufage might have
driven fuch Slave to the commiffion of the off-nce of which he or fhe fhall have:
been convicted. that then and in fuch cafe no valuation fhall be made, nor certificate.
granted, and the Owner fhall-not be entitled to receive any allowance whatever for
fuch Slave fram the public.

‘Slaves exe- 66. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes where
at 4 any Slave valued as aforefaid fhall be executed or tranfported, by virtue of this Act,

far out Frthe fuch Slave fhall be paid for at the public expence, and the net money arifing from.
public tea- the fale of any fuch Slave fold for tranfportation fhall be accounted for on oath by
fary. the Provoft Marfhal or his deputy, and paid over to the Receive: General for the

ufe of the public.

Slavesreturning to thefe 67. And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, That any Negro:
iflands, after being tant or other Slave who fhall be tranfported from thefe iflands by virtue of this
Ported, 10 *  A&, and fhall wilfully return’ from tran{portation, fhall, upon conviction,

fuffer death without any benefit of Clergy.

When any 68. And be it further enacted by the autherity aforefaid, That when any warrant:
Slave cannot fhall be granted by any one or more of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace againft
warrant, a. any: Slave who cannot be taken, the Owner, Attorney, Poffeflor, Guardian, or
copy thereof’ Overfeer of every fuch Slave, fhali be ferved with a copy of the faid warrant, and if
shall be he, fhe, or they do not fend or produce fuch Slave to the Juftice or Juftices to be
Sirvedonthe dealt with according to law, and it thall afterwards ve proved that firch Owner, At-
of. torney, Guardian, Poffeffor, or Overfeer, wilfully detained or concealed fuch Slave,

he, fhe, or they fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds. ,

AllNegroes,dc. that have 9. And be. it further enaéted, That all fuch Negroes, Mulattoes,
free, fhall for all offences Muttees, and-Indians, as have been Slaves, and have been cr fhall be made
upder the degee of felony, free, fhall, for all ‘mifdemeanors and cfferces under the degree of felony,
be tried in a manner as di- be tried and adjudged in manner and form hereinbefore directed for the
reed forthe trialofSlaves. tria) of Slaves, and the evidence of a Slave or Slaves fhali be admitted
on fuch trials; any law, ufuage, or cuftom, to the contrary notwith{tanding.

Offences 7°. Aad whereas mifdemeanors and offences of inferior degrees are frequently
by Slaves, committed by Slaves, which ought to be punifhed in a fummary manner; be it fur-
below felony. ther enacted by the authority aforefaid, Tnat it fhall and may be lawful for any two
fhall beheard Juftices of the Peace, ina fummary manner, to hear and determine all crimes and
andaeter ie mifdemeanors below felony committed by any Slave or Slaves, giving tufficient notice
two Magif.. 0 the Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, or his, her, or their Attorney or

trates. Attornies, or the perion having the care of fuck Slave or Slaves, of the time and
place
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place of trial 3 and to order and dire& fuch punifhment to be inflicted on any fucli
Slave as the faid Juftices in their difcretion fhall think fit, not exceeding fifty lathes;
and the Conftable attending fuch trial, and executing any fuch fentence, fhall be en- |
tirled to have and receive ten fhillings; to be paid by the Mafter, Owner, or Poffeffor
of fuch Slave or Slaves, on non-payment whereof it hall and may be lawful for
the Juftices to iffue their warrants for levying the fame, together with cofts and charges,

71. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no run- Runaway Slavesto be com-_ away Slave fhall on any account be committed to gaol by any Magittrate of Mitted toa workhoute, and
a parifh where there fhall be a workhoufe eftablifhed, but to fuch work-
jouleonly.

not to gaol.

72. And be it enacted, That in all cafes iti which by thisprefent Act; or Inall cafes where power is
_ by any other A& of the General:Affembly, any power or authority is vefted vefted in the Juftices and

Vettry, fuch power thallin the Jufticesand Veftries, fuch power and authority fhall be executed by be executed by Julticesthe Juftices or any two ofthem in Iflands where there are.no Veftries, or by where no Veftry on the out
‘the Veftrymen or any fix of them in Iflands where there are no Juttices.

73: And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all forfeitures
and penalties given by this A&, for which the recovery and application have not
been otherwife directed, thall, if not exceeding twenty pounds,be recovered in a
{ummary way before any two of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, and fhall be
levied; together with cofts, by diftrefs and fale of the offender’s goods and chattels,
and if exceeding twenty pounds, fhall be recovered, together with cofts, in the General
Court of thefe Ifands, by aétion of debt, bill, plaint; or information, wherein no
effoign, protection, wager of law, or non vult ulcerius profequi, fhall be allowed or
entered, one moiety of which penalties fhall be to the ufe of the parifh where the
offence fhall have been committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or to him,
her, or them, who hall fue for. the fame.

74. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That this A&, and
every claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, hall continue and be in force for:
and during the term of two years from the paffing thereof, and from thence te the
end of the then next feffion of the General Affembly, and no longer.

Paffed the Houfe Affented to, the Paffed the Council,
of Affembly, 11th May 1797. sth May 1797.
13th April 1797. Fobn Forbes. R. Hunt.
Thomas Rober, Speaker.

Bahama Ifands,
New Providence. i Secretary’s Office.

I do certify, That the above is a true copy from the original
Act depofited in this Office.

Adam Chryftie See’;

11g.

Iflands, or by the Vettry
if no Juftices thereon.

Forfeitures
and penalties
not being
otherwife di-
rected, if not
exeeeding
£-20, to be
recovered in
a fummary

way, before
two Magif-
trates, and if
above £.20,
in theGeneral
Court.

Continuanee
of this A&.
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(Copy.} Copy of a Letter from Governor Dowdefwell to his Grace
the Duke of Portland.

Government Houfe, Bahamas,
gth December, 1799.

My Lord,

I nave to acknowledge the Letter from your Grace, marked “ Circular,” and dated _

the 12th of July, which was received here by way of Norfolk, on the 8th inftant.

The fpecial commands of His Majefty therein contained, for the. immediate tranf-
miffion of an Account, fpecifying the number of Negroes now in each of the Iflands

and Plantations of the Bahamas, ‘with the other particulars regarding them, as ftated
in the terms of an Addrefs prefented to the King, frony the Houfe ofCommons, on
the 11th of July, fhall be made out and fent to your Grace as foon as the neceffary
information can_be procured.

I have thehonour to be, &c.

W, Dowdefwell.

His Grace the Duke ofPortland,
&c. &c. &c.
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17 B.

RET URN of the SLAVES in the ISLAND of NEW PROVIDENCE,
together with the Births and Deaths,in the laft three Years.

Naffau, 2d April 1801.

 

Men. Women, Children. Births. Deaths,

 

Returned by the Conftables - - =| yy 32

A number of Perfons being off this)

IMand at the timeof making this Litt, |;
and many others refufing to anfwer as

to their number of Slaves, &c. it 226

is from the beft information which can

be obtained fuppofed, that one-fifth

may fairly be added to the above,

which willbe - - - - - . - |
é 

git

182

1,075

215

air

42

86

17

 

15358

(Signed) Peter Edwards, 1. P.

G. Leitch, I. P.  
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No. 1.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Barbadoes, sth
July 1797.

My Lord,
HAVE the honour to acknowledge the Duplicate of your Grace’s circular

I Letter of the 6th of May, the original not having yet come to hand. In
obedience to His Majefty’s commands, I fhall take the earlieft opportunity of com-
municating to the Council and Affembly of this Ifland the accompanying * Refo-
lution of the Houfe of Commons, and fhall be moft happy in fuggefting andpro-
moting any meafure that may give effect to the benevolent views of the Britith
Tegiflature, relative to increafing the happinefs and maintaining the population of
the Slaves. Iam not aware of any recent meafures adopted here that make an
alteration in the former fyftem, but I will availmyfelf of every opportunity to
tranfmit to your Grace fuch proceedings of the Legiflative Bodies.of this Colony,
as may refult from the communications with which I am now honoured.

I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf,

with great refpect, &c.

G. P. Ricketts,

Secret. No. 2.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to his—- Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Barbadoes, 31it
May 1798.

My Lord,
I AM honoured with your Grace’s Letter of the 23d of April, marked Circular,

Secret—the Refolution of the Britith Houfe of Commons alluded to, with an
Extract from your Grace’s former Letter, and anaccompanying Letter from myéelf,
were laid, as foon as poffible, before the Coxzncil and Affembly of this Ifland. [
received refpectful anfwers, expreffive of their wilh to adopt any mode that might
tend to meliorate the condition of the Negroes, and a Committee of the Affemb]
was appointed to take the bufinefs into cunfideration, but no {ubiequent fteps have
been taken. I will not fail to urge the matter at the next meeting of the Legifla-
ture, on the sth of July, and in the mean time will avail myleit of every oppor-
tunity to imprefs on the minds of thofe Gentlemen, whoare beft able to influe.ce
others, the propriety of giving their earneft andeffectual aid to fuch meatures as
thall appear beft adapted to effect your Grace’s benevolent intentions,

With the higheft refpec,

I have the honour to be, &c.

G. P. Ricketts,

*Seep.xr A.

103
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No. 3.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Barbadoes, 6th
May 1799.

My Lord,
I LOSE no time in acknowledging the receipt of your Grace’s Letter, dated

the 22d March, and of the Colonial Acts and other Documents referred to, and
enclofed under a feparate cover. Thefe I fhall immediately lay before the Legifla-
ture of this Ifland, and flatter myfelf they will lead to the introduction of fuch
provifions and amendments as will accelerate and fecure the Negroes the Advan-
tages which were in the contemplation of the Houfe ofCommons, when the Refo-
lution of the 6th April 1797 was voted.

I have the honour to be, &c.

G. P. Ricketts.

No. 4.—Extra& of a Letter from Governor Ricketts
to his Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Barbadoes,
28th May 1799.

(Two Enclofures.)

IN addition to my Letter of the 6th inftant, in anfwer to your Grace’s cir-
cular Letter of the 22d March, I have the honour to tranfmit, by this opportunity,
a Copy of my Meffage to the Houfe of Affembly of this Ifland, and their Reply;
by which it appears, they had previoufly determined to take into immediate confi-
deration the objects recommended to them in the Refolution of the Houfe of
Commons of the 6th of April 1797; and, I truft, they will profecute the fubject
with that affiduity and attention which its importance requires,

(1.)—In Governor Ricketts’, of the 28th May 1799.

The Governor’s Meffage to the Houfe of Affembly of
Barbadoes, on the 7th May 1799. .

The Governor takes the firft opportunity of laying before the Houfe of Affembly
an Extract of a Letter he has received from his Grace the Duke of Portland, ac-
‘companied with a Correfpondence between the Secretary of State and the Governors
in the Weft Indies, in confequence of the Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons of
the 6th April 1797, refpecting the Negroes in the Weft Indies; and he hopes the
Affembly will take into their early confideration a bufinefs of fo much importance,
and which has already engaged the attention of feveral of the neighbouring
Colonies.

(2.)-In Governor Ricketts’, of the 28th May 1799.

Reply of the Houfe of Affembly to his Excellency
Governor Ricketts, on the 7th May 1797

The Houfe of Affembly refpectfully inform the Governor, that before his
Txcellency’s Meffage was laid before the Houfe, a motion was made “ to appoint
«« a Committee to take into confideration the prefent Slave Laws, and to prepare a
« Bill for the confolidation of the faid Laws, and the amelioration of the condition
“ of the Slaves,” which motion paffed unanimoufly, and a Committee was ac-
cordingly‘appointed.

Houfe of Affembly,
May 7th, 1799. .

By Order of the Houfe.

Jofiua Gittens,
Speaker.
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No. 5.—Extra&t of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Governor Ricketts 3 dated Whitehall,
8th Auguft 1799.

FROM the manner in which the Affembly has taken up the fubjeét of the
Negroes, with a view to ameliorate the condition and promote the increafe of this
late of Perfons, and from the various Documents of which they are in poffeffion,
and which cannot fail to affift and accelerate their proceedings, I have no doubtbut that I thall receive before or early in the next Seffion of Parliament, the Le-giflative meafures which have been adopted by the Ifland, for the attainment ofthe great and falutary objet propofed by the Refolution of the Houle of Com-
mons of the 6th of April 1797.

No. 6.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Ricketts to his
Grace the Duke of Portland 3 dated Barbadoes, 1ft
September 1799.

My Lord,
I HAVE received the honour of your Grace’s circular Letter of the 12thof July, accompanied by the copyof, an Addrefs to the King from the Houfeof Commons, and fignifying His Majefty’s commands, that I fhould caufeto be prepared fuch an Account of the Negroes in this Ifland, as may be con-

formable to the terms of the faid Addrefs. [ thall lofe no time in ufing my beft
endeavours to comply, as far as poffible, with His Majefty’s directions; but as no
Regifter is kept in any of the parithes of the births and deaths of Negroes, the
account I fhall have the honour to tranfinit your Grace will not, I fear, be by any
means accurate. ,

T have the honour to be, &c.

G. P. Ricketts.

No. 7.—Extra@ of a Letter from Lord Seaforth te Lord
Hobart; dated Barbadoes, 18th March 1802.

(Two Enclofures.)

YOUR Lordthip will obfrve, in the laft day’s proceedings of the Affembly, that
the majority of the Houfe had taken confiderable offence at a Meffage of mine, re-
commending an Aét to be pafled to make thé murder of a Slave felony (at prefent
the fine for that crime is only £.15. currency, or £.11. 45. fterling.)

(1.)—In Lord Seaforth’s to Lord Hobart, of the 18th March 1802.

Extract from the Minutes of the Council of the. Ifland of
Barbadoes, 28th July 1801.

The Governor's Meffage, ;
The Governor wifhes to fee the Legiflature of this Ifland dignify themfelves, by

following the example of moft, if not all, of the neighbouring Iflands, by making
the wilful murder of any perfon, free or flave, felony without benefit of clergy.
An A& to this purpofe is not only loudly called for to protect the charaéter of the
Ifland, and to remove the aftonifhment of the Mother Country, that it has not long
ago been done, but is felf evidently confiftent with honour, honefty, and chriftianity,
for none but villains can be benefited by the want of fuch an AG. He trufts the
prefent Affembly have too much real dignity to with to continue to fheltera crime,
which no honeft man can be capable of committing. ; . ;

There are many other points which will occur to the Affembly in the inveftiga-
tion of this arduous fubjeét ; the Governor will be at all times ready to contribute
towards it, and he will allo, when the Aflembly thall detire it, dire& the crown law-
yers to give every afiiftance.

119, The
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The bufinefs is arduous and laborious, but the Governor trufts that, if due atten-
tion is given to the fubject, and if it is followed up with perfeverance, a Code may be
formed that fhall fecure the peace and happinefs, and reflect honour on the Ifland,

- than which nothing would more contribute to the gratification of the Governor's
own ambition and happinefs.

(2).—In Lord Seaforth’s to Lord Hobart, of the 18th March 1802.

Extract from the Proceedings of the General Affembly
of the Ifland of Barbadoes, held the 13th Day of
Odober 1801.

Mr. Treafurer rofe, and, after ftating that the Meffage which theGovernor had
fent to the Houfe at the laft Meeting, embraced many very important’ fubjets,
which merited fomething more than a hafty difcuffion, moved, That an open Com-
mittee be appointed to take the feveral objects of his Excellency’s Meffage into
confideration, and that the Council be requefted to appoint a Committee of their
Board, to join a Committee of this Houfe. -

Mr. Attorney General feconded the motion, expreffing himfelf as follows:

“* Mr. Speaker,
“The Governor’s Meffage contains objects of the greateft moment to this

country, particularly where he alludes to the Law which relates to the punifhment
to be inflicted upon a white man for killing a Slave. There may be a difference of
opinion between Gentlemen how far that punifhment fhould be extended, but
with refpect to the Law, as it now ftands, it is. impoffible that there can be two
opinions. No man can ferioufly think the prefent punifhment fufficient. A Law
which empowers a Proprietor to make a flaughter-houfe in his Plantation, and to
butcher in cold blood as many of his Slaves as he may think proper, without
{uffering any other punifhment than paying a fum not equal to what he muft pay
for killing his neighbour’s bull or his ox, muft be a difgrace to any community.
I believe this is now the only country where the life of a fellow creature is com-
muted for money. For my own part I do not hefitate to fay, that I. think the
man who wantonly and in cold blood kills a Slave, ought to fuffer death. The
man who can think the payment of fifteen pounds, a fufficient punifhment for
the murder of a Slave, muft be void of religion, of morality, and common huma-
nity. I entirely agree with the honourable member, that fomething ought to be
done, and I think it highly proper to appoint a Committee of this Houle, and to
afk the Council to appoint a Committee of their Board, to meet together and
confult upon fuch an A& for the confolidation of the Slave Laws, as may appear
to them proper to be recommended to the Houfe of Affembly. The Houfe will
not be bound by fuch recommendation, but may afterwards model it as they think
proper, I therefore fecond the motion.”
The motion was oppofed by Robert James Haynes, efquire, who, after fome

introduction, in which, among other points, he maintained the danger of the
European Governor’s interference between the white inhabitants of the Ifland
and their Slaves, moved fora Committee of the whole Houfe to prepare an anfwer
to the Governor's Meffage of the 28th of July, an anfwer moderate and refpectful,
but calculated torepelinfult, and evince that the Houfe underftands its interefts,
and afferts its rights. .
Whereupon a debate took place, which ended, the queftion was put on Mr.

Treafurer’s motion, and carried in the negative by a majority of three voices; theMefnbersvotingas follows, viz.
For the Motion, 8.—Againft it, 11.
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No. 8.—Extra&t of a Letter from the Right honourableLord Hobart, to the Right honorable LordSeaforth ;dated Downing Street, 6th Sept. 1802.

“J cannot refle& upon the Proceedings of the Affembly, upon your Meflageof the 28th of July, without confiderable anxiety. Aware that Barbadoes ftoodamoneft the Weit India Iflands almoft a folitary inftance, where the Law itfelfplacethe Negro in a condition not to be contemplated without the moft painful fenfa-tions, I could fcarcely have conceived, that the Reprefentatives of the people, aliberal and enlightened body, would at this period deliberately have refufed to turntheir attention to a point, in which not only the fubftantial interefts, but thereputation of the Colony are fo deeply concerned. ; .Whilft the rigorous {yftem laid down for the trial and punifhment of Slaves bythe earlier Laws of Barbadoes, feems heretofore to have been very generally adoptedas a model by the other Iflands; thefe, particularly Jamaica, Dominica, and Grenada,have in later times taken the lead, and fet an example truly worthy of imitation, byrevifing and correcting the harfhnefS of their ancient Codes, and providing moreeffectually for the proteCtion of their Slaves, and the amelioration of their conditionin all its circumftances.
However mild and lenient the adminiftration of the Laws may be in Barbadoes,it certainly is not creditable to the feelings of the Legiflature, that, in tracing theliberal {pirit of the prefent time, and obferving its effects in the humanedifpofitionwhich has elfewhere been manifefted, to make a ferious and effeGtual reform for theadvantage and comfort of the Negroes, we find the moft revolting Provifions of theformer Acts of Barbadoes remaining in force. ;
I cannot therefore but highly approve of your intention to fubmit thismatterto the cool and difpaffionate confideration of the Affembly, and I truft their viewswill be extended to all the points which you have fo Properly adverted to in yourdifpatch.”

Cc.
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BERMUDA.

No. 1.—Extra& of a Letter from Governor Beckwith to
his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated the 24th
December, 1799. (N° 69.)

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s Duplicate,
Circular, of 12th July 1799, refpeGting Negro Slaves; to which immediate attention
has been paid.
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No. 2.-Capy of a Letter from Governor Beckwith to his Grace
the Duke of Portland; dated Bermuda, 22d March 1800.

My Lord,
“4N obedience to the King’s command, conveyed in your Grace’s Difpatch of the rath

sof July laft, marked Circular, I have the honour to tranfmit an account of the Negro

‘Slaves and Slaves ofColour in and belonging to this Colony, with the following

-explanation:

The account is made up by parifhes, and has been taken up by the feveral parith magi-
trates, but the navigation of the Bermudas being chiefly carried on by black feamen, great

aumbers are conftantly at fea in the Weft India and North American trade. They are in-
cluded

{One

In Governor Beckwith’s,

ACCOUNT of Necro Staves and Staves of Cotour, of all Ages and

 

 

 
 

NUMBER of BIRTHS. |

Total Number ||
PARISHES. inand belonging Inthe Year { Inthe Year | Ia the Year |Average of the

to each Parith | +796. 1797 1798. | Three Years

St. Georges - --- 594 2t 16 21 19

Hamilton- - - - 369 23 21 24 23

Smiths- - - - - 262 7 II 6 8

Devonhhire - - - 364 19 19 6 15

Pembroke- - - - - 712 25 17 20 21

Paget's - - - = - 572 24 12 23 20

Warwick - - - - - 490 12 13 12 12

Southampton- - - 521 23 22 19 21

Sandys- - + - - -| 962 40 30 67 46

Total - - -| 4,846 194 161 198 185 |
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‘cluded in the account of numbers which is made up to Chriftmas 1799,butthebirths and
:deaths could not be carried down lower than the end of 1 798.
_ Notwithftanding the yellow fever made its way into this Colony from the American States
iin 1796, and carried off feveral Negroes in one parith, and a very general inoculation took
splace in others in 1797 and 1798, which muft have added to the dea
ithe births greatly excced the deaths.

It is neceffary to add, that of the adults many, no doubt, fell a facrifice to the Welt India
sclimate, or perifhed at fea in the courfe of navigation.

The’number of free perfons of colour and of free negroes is inconfiderable.

*Enclofure.)

of the 22d March 1800.

T have the honour .to be, &c.

ths in thofe years, yet

Geo. Beckwith.

Sexes, in and belonging to the Colony of Bermupa, 24th December 1799.

 

 

 

     
    

NUMBER of DEATHS.

OF thofe bon| Ofthofe=| OF thofe
. , imported into | imported into

Inthe Year | Tithe Yesr | In the Year|Average of the| in eachParifh, each Parith each Parith,

1796. 1797- 1798. Three Years. | during the upwards of within

Three Years. | Three Years. | Three Years.

8 3 16 9 27 _ _

7 II 16 12 19 — —

I 3 4 3 8 _- _

7 16 II II 24 2 —_

- 29 17 12 19 3 _ I

18 16 12 15 II 2 2

2 9 7 6 — — —

7 21 22 17 15 — _

1§ 10 12 13 13 — —

97 106 112 105 120 4 3

 

(Signed) Geo. Beckwith.
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N° i—tLetter ‘from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his Grace the Duke oft. p-3.E
Portland; dated Dominica, iozh July 1779 ,

_ N° 2.—Extraét Minutes of the Houfe of Afflembly; - - + 1gth July 1797 - ibid.

Ne 3. Letter from Governor Johnftone to the Duke ofPorttand; 5th June 1798 ~ 'p. 4. E.

N° 4—Duke of Portland to Governor Johnitone; - - = - 18th Od. 1798 - ibid.

N° g-Ancther; °- = - - - - = = = - - = 2th March 1799 - ibid.

Ne 6.—Prefident Ma:fon to the Duke of Portland;- - - - 16th June 1799 - p.5. E.

(Three Enclofures)
(1.) The Prefident to the Affembly- - - - ---

. 6,7. E.
(2.) The Prefident and Council to the Commander in Chief - PRs O97

(3-) The Houfe of Affembly to the Commanderin Chief - -

Ne 7.—Another; dated 22d June 1799: With Three Enclofures.
(1.) The Houfe of Aflembiy to the Commander in Chief
(2.) A& reviving A& for Encouragement, &c. of Slaves
(3-) A& for Protetion, &c. of Slaves - - - - = - = -

Ne 8.—Another; dated zoth July 1799: With Four Enclofures,
(1.) The Houfe of Affembly to the Commander in Chief - ~
(2.) The Prefident and Council to the Commander in Chief
3.) Report of the Committce of Council - - - - - - -

(4-) Report of the Committee of Affembly - - + - « -

PP: 717: E.

pp- 1724E.

Ne 9.-—-Extraét Duke of Portland to Prefident Matfon; - - 26th Aug. 1799 - p.24.E.

N° 10.—Extra& Minutes of the Houfe of Aflembly; - - Sept. to Gé&, 1799 - p.25.E.

No r1.——Extract Minutes of the Council} - 2 - - - D°- - - += - + p.26.E.

N° 12.—Letter from Prefident Matfon to Duke of Portland; - 3d Sept. 1799 - p. 28.E.
(One inclofure): Namber of Slaves onthe Mland- ~« - - = - «@ ibid.

"Ne. 13.—Another; dated 5 January 1800: With 13 Enclofures.

(1.)—-A& for afcertaining the Number of Slaves- - - - - - p. 29. E.
(z.)—Number of Slaves in the [fland of Dominica - - - - p-33.E,

(3-)—D° - - - - - in-the Parifh of St. Luke- - - = = - p.34.

(4)—D° - - - - - inthe Parith of St. Mark - - - - -- p.36.

(5-)—-D® - - - - ~ inthe Parith of St. Patrick - - - + - p.37.
(6.)—B° - - - - - inthe Parith of St. David - ~ - - + p.39.
(7.)—D® - - - - - inthe Parih of St. Andrew. - « = - p-40.
(8.)—-De - - - - - inthe Parith of St. John- - - - - - p.gz.
(9.)—-D° + - - - - inthe Pari of St.Peter- ~ = - - + pi4q.
(10.)—D* - - - ~ | in the Parith of St. Jofeph - - - - - p47.
(11.)—De~ - + + «+ inthe Parih of St. Paul- - ~ 2 © « P: 49.
(12.)—De - - = - ~ ‘in the Parith of St.George - - - - - Ps §t.
{13.)—D®° - - - = - inthe TownofRofeau .- - 2 - - « P 55-
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(Copy.) N°1,—Copy ofa Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his—— Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Dominica, 10thN°31. July 1797.

My Lord,
BY the packet which arrived yefterday I hed the honour to receive your Grace’scircular duplicate Letter of the 6th ofMay, accompanied with a Refolution*oftheHoufe of Commons, ofthe 6th ofApril laft, refpecting the Negroes in HisMajefty’sPlantations in the Weft Indies. I will not fail to avaii myfelfof the earlieft oppor-tunity of obeying His Majefty’s commands, by communicating the Kefolution to theCouncil and Affembly of this Iand, and recommending to their particular attentionand confideration the formation of fuch a fyftem of meafures as may appear to themeft fuited to the attainment of the feveral important ‘objets which are therein {pe~cified.

Your Grace may reft affured, that while I remain in this Government, I will notomit to tranfmit to your Grace, from time to time, accounts of the proceedings ofthe ‘Legiflature of this Mand, in confequence of the above communication.
Thave the honour to be, &c.

His Grace the Duke of Portland, F. Mat/on.
&c. &c. &c.

‘(Copy.) , N° 2.—Extract from the Minutes of the Houfe of Affembly
at Dominica; dated the r9th July, 1797

A Meffage from the Commander in Chief.
Mr. Prefident .and Gentlemen of the Council, Mr, Speaker and

Gentlemen of the Affembly.

In obedience to.his Majefty’s commands, fignified to me in a Letter which I havereceived from His Grace the Duke ofPortland, I fend the enclof:d Refylution of the‘Houfe ofCommons of the 6th ofApril laft, recommending to the particular attention
and confideration of your Board and Houfe, the formation of fuch a fyitem ofmea-fures as may appear to you beft fuited to the attainment ofthe feveral important ob-je&ts which are {pecified in the Refolution, Ff. Matfon,

Government Houfe, 13th July, 1797.

* Fovis, 6° die Aprilis 1797.
“Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majetty, requefting that

“ His Majefty will be graciouflypleafed to give direions to the Governors of His
“© Majefty’s Plancations in the Weft Indies, to recormmend to the refpective Councils
“* and Affemblies ofthe faid Plantations to adopt fuch meafures as fhall appear to them
“ beft calculated to obviate the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe“ of the Negroes.already in the IMlands, gradually to diminifh the neceffity of the S:ave

119. Trade,
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*See par.A,
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Dominica. ® Trade, and ultimately to lead to its complete termination; and particularly, with a
*€ view to the fame effect, to employ fuch means as may conduce to the Moral and Re-
* ligious Improvements of the Negroes, and fecure to them, throughout all the Britifh
© Weft India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and active protection of the Law, and at
“ the fame time affuring His Majefty that this doufe will concur in fuch meafures as
« fhall appear requifite to:be taken by this Houfe for the attainment ofthe fame object.”

Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to his Honour the Commander ia
Chief.

The Speaker and Houle ofAffembly to his Honour the Commander
in Chief.

‘The Houfehave to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Honour’s Meffages of the 13th
and rgth inftant; beg leave to aflure you, that they will take the fame into their ferious
confideration, and in the mean time will endeavour to get every neceffary information
refpecting the important matters recommended to the Houfe, fo that fuch meatures .
maybeadopted as may be deemed neceffary to enfure our internal tranquillity, and, as
far as poffible, to protect us againft tlie future efforts of the enemy.

Charles Winften,
Houfe.of Affembly, 19th July 1797. © Speaker.

 (Copy.) N° 3.—Copy.of a Letter from Governor And. C. Johniftone,
 — to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Domi-
Ne it nica, 5th June 1798.

My Lord Duke,
YOUR Grace’s Circular Letter of the 23d April, marked Secret, I had the

honour of receiving this day; and likewile the Paper enclofed, upon the fubje@ of
Negroes.
‘No fteps have as yet been taken by the Legiflature of this Colony, in canfequence

of the Refolution.of the Houfe of Commons, dated the 6ch of April 1797. It is
‘a fubje& which | own has much engaged my attention,but, from the jarring interefts

"of this Colony, I have never, fince my arrival, found a proper moment for bringing
forward the difcuffion of this fubject. .

I affure your Grace, that I fhall notfail to take the firft proper opportunity of
recommending to the Legiflature the fubject matter of the wiie and benevolent pro-
pofitions fuggefted by your Grace,

I have the honour to be, &c.
Andrew Cochrane Fobnftone.

‘His Grace the Duke of Portland,
&e. &e. &c.

N°4.—Extra&t of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland
to Governor the Honourable Andrew Cochrane John-
ftone ; dated Whitehall, che 18th October 1798.

IT is with infinite regret I obferve from your Letter (N° 11.) that no fteps have
‘been yet taken for improving the condition of the Slaves in Dominica, with a view
to increafe their population, in purfuance of the Refolutions of the Houfe of Com-
mons on that fubject.

(Copy.) No. 5.—Copy of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
— Portland to the Governor of Dominica.

No. 15.

 

5 Whitehall, 21ft March 1799.
_ Sir,

- In obeying His Majefty’s commands, to Jay before the Houfe of Commons the
further correfpondence which has paffed between me, and the Governors in the Wei
Indies, in confequence of the Addrefs of that Houle of the 6th of April. 1797, re-

fpecting



DOMINICA. 5E
fpecting the Negroes in the Weft Indies, I was ferioufly concerned to find myfelf - Dominica,without a fingle document from the Legiflature of Dominica, to thew its difpofitionto adopt any meafures for the attainment of the humane and falutary purpofes which‘are the objects of that Refolution.
My regard for the Colonial Legiflature would make me with to abftain fromobferving on a conduct fo derogatory from the chara@er of wifdom and liberalityby which, 1 had flattered myfelf, that the proceedings of that body would have beendiftinguifhed on this occafion; but the duty of my ftation will not fuffer me to be.filent, andI feel myfelf obliged to call upon you to reprefent, in the ftrongeft terms,'to the refpective branches of the Legiflature, the very fingular predicament in which

they have placed themfelves, and that it behoves them to confider the confequences
of their remaining the fingle inftance, among all the Britifh Iflands in the Welt Indies,
of a Legifi:ture which has not taken any ftep towards carrying into effect the mea-

_ fures reconmended by thé Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, which Iwas ordered
to tranfmit to you for their information.

I cannot however but believe, that they will proceed, without further delay, to take
into their moft ferious confideration the means which may be beft adapted for the
fpeedy attainment of the objects contained in the Refolution of the Houfe ofCommons
of 1797-
The A&ts which have been paffed by the Leeward Iflands and Grenada, for this

purpofe, and the provifions made in an A& of the ifland of Jamaica, for limiting
the importation of Negroes into that Ifland to fuch as are of the age of 25 years
or under, and for fecuring the advantages of moral and religious inftrutions to the
Negroes, the meafures alfo which have been propofed by the joint Committee of the
Council and Houfe of Affembly of Tobago, cannot but be fele by the Legifla~
ture of your Ifland as a practical proof of the foundnels of the advice contained in
my Letter of 23d April laft, and as a powerful incentive to their fetting on foot a
plan for obtaining and fecuring the advantages which mutt inevitably refule from
Promoting, the natural increafe of the Negroes, and improving their condition and
their morals,

I have the honour to be, &c.
Portland,

{Copy.) N° 6.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his
_-— Grace the Duke ofPortland; dated Dominica, 16th
N° 3. June 1799.

(Three Enclofures.)
My Lord,

YOUR Grace’s Letter (N* 15) of the 21ft ofMarch laft, to the honourable Gover-
nor Cochrane Johnftone, refpecting the Negroes in the Weft Indies (which had been
fhewn to me by the Governor fhortly before his departure, with an intimation made b
him at the fame time, of his intention to fend it to the Council and Affembly) having
been left with other papers by the Governor in my hands, I embraced the earlieft
opportunity of convening the Legiflature, and of fending, at their firft meeting on the
sith inftant, a meflage on the fubje&t of your Grace’s letter, accompanied with a
copy of it, and of fundry Colonial A&ts and documents to which the letter refers.

I have now the honour to enclofe, for the information of your Grace, copies of my
meffage, and of the anfwers of the Council and Affembly thereto ; and I confidently
truft, that the two branches of the Legiflacure will give to the fubject of the Letter
‘that ferious confideration which its importance demands.

I have the honour to be, &c.
F- Mat/fon.

‘His Grace the Duke of Portland,
, &e. &e, &e. .
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119



120

E. 6 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.

Dominica.
(1.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 16th June 1799.

(Copy.) ; ; |
Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker and

* Gentlemen of the Affembly :

It is my duty to take the earlieft opportunity of informing you, that his Excellency
Governor Cochrane Johnftone embarked for Europe on the 18th of May latt, and that
the Government of this Ifland has again Cevolved upon me, All I have to promife to
the Board and Houfe on the occafion is, an affurance ofa faithful difcharge of the _
very important truft repofed in me, and an unremitting attention to the general
interefts of the Colony.
_ Among the Papers delivered to me by his Excellency, on the eve of his departure,.
is a letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland, dated the 21ft of March 1799,
refpecting the Negroes in the Weft Indies. The Governor’s fhort continuance
here after the arrival of this letter, I conclude, deprived him of an opportunity of
confulting you on its contents; but convinced as I am that the letter, and the fub-
ject matter to which it relates, will appear to you to demand immediate and ferious
deliberation, 1 have thought it incumbent on me to fend to your Board and Houfe
copies ofthat letter, with the Colonial Acts and other documents to which the. letter
refers; and I am fure I need not add a fyllable to prefs on vou the importance of the
fubje&, or to prove how anxious I am to be enabled to convey therefult of your wif-
dom and confideration on the occafion to his Grace the Duke of Portland, with all
convenient difpatch.
Government Houfe, 11th June 1799. - J. Matjon.

(2.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s ofthe 16th June 1799.

{Copy.) His honour the Prefident and Council’to his honour the
Commander in Chief; dated 16th June 1799.

The Board have to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour’s Meffage to
the Board and Hovfe of this day, acquainting them of the departure of his Ex-
cellency the honourable Governor Andrew Cochrane Johniftone for Europe, on the
a8th of May laft, whereby the Government of this Colony hath again devolved
upon you.
On this occafion the Board beg leave to affure your Honour of their moft perfe&

convition, that you will difcharge the duties of the very important truft attached
to the high office you now fill with every attention to the general interefts of this
Colony, and the honour of His Majefty’s Government.
The Board allo beg leave to acknowledgethe receipt of a copy of his Grace the

Duke of Portland's Letter of the o1ft of March laft to his Excellency Governor
Andrew Cochrane Johnftone, accompanying your meffage of this day, together
with the Colonial Aéts and documents which that letter refers to, on the fubject of
the Negroes in the Weft Indies. The Board are highly impreffed with the very
great importance of the matters contained in that letter, and, in addition to a very
falutary exifting law, paffed in this 1fMand in the year 1788, “ for the encourage-
«< ment, protection, and better government of Slaves,” will take the fubje& matter
of his Grace’s Letter into their moft ferious confideration, and ufe their beft en-'
_deavours to attain as far as poffible the ends defired. ‘With this view, a Committee
of the Board hath immediately been appointed, to confider the means which maybe
beft adapted for the {peedy attainment of the objects contained in the Refolution of
the Houfe of Commons of 1797. On this eccafion the Board cannot help obferv-
ing, that the letter alluded to by his Grace, under date the 23d of April 1798, was
‘
never communicated to the Board.

; George Metcalfe,
Council Chamber, 11th June 1799. Prefident ofthe Council,



DOMINICA,

(3.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 16th June 1799.
(Copy.) The Speaker and Houfe of Affembly to his Honour the

Commander in Chief.

- The Houfe have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour’s
Meffage of this day’s date, and beg leave to expref§ their fulleft confidence of your
faithful difcharge of the very important truft which has devolved on you, and your
unremitting attention to the general interefts of the Colony.
The Houfe mutt obferve on the fubjeét of the letter of his Grace the Duke of

Portland, on the 2aft March laft, a copy of which is enclofed in your above meflage,
that the letter of the Duke’s of the 23d of April 1798, referred to in the above
letter, was never communicated to this Houfe, and they are now for the firft time
made acquainted with its contents by finding a copy-of it in the printed correfpon-
dence which alfo accompanied your meffage. This circumftance will explain the
neceffity the Houfe is under of taking fome fhort time to give to the fubje&t of the
above letters the confideration which its importance demands.

Cha Winfton,

Houfe of Affembly, 11th June 1799. Speaker.

(Copy.) No. 7.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon to his
—_—~ Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Dominica,
N° 7. 22d June 1799.

(Three Enclofures.)
My Lord,

TN my Letter (N* 3) of the 16th inftant to your Grace, I had the honour to
inclofe copies of my meffage to the Council and Affembly, dated the 11th inftant,
relative to the Negroes in the Weft Indies, and their feveral anfwers thereto. Ie
now becomes my duty to forward to your Grace the Copy of fome further Obferva-
tions made by the Houfe of Aflembly on the fame fubjed, prefented to me yef-
terday.
The A& which paffed in this Ifland in the year 1788, for the encouragement,

protection, and better Government of Slaves, with an Aa, paffed in 1793, to revive
and make the former perpetual,I have the honour to inclofe.

I have the honour to be, &c.
His Grace the Duke of Portland, Jj. Matfon.

&e. &e. &e.

(1.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 22d June 1799.

(Copy) The Speaker and Houfe of Affembly to his Honour
the Commander in Chief.

It is with the deepeft concern the Houfe (by the communication contained in
your Honour’s Meffage of the eleventh inftant) find themfelves fo unmeritedly ftig-
matized by the charge of ftanding in the predicament of being “ the fingle inftance,
“ among all the Britifh Ifands in the Weft Indies, which has not taken any ftep
“ towards carrying into effect the meafures recommended by the Houfe of Com-
*€ mons,” tranfmiited by his Grace the Duke of Portland, for their information.
The Houfe will ever be ready refpectfully to receive, and to take into confidera=

tion any meafure fubmitted to them by His Majefty’s Minifters or the Britith
Parliament; and would doubtlefs, with alacrity, have turned their attention to the
important objeét tranfmittedby his Grace, through the channel of the Governor,
had it been laid before them; .but as it never was, they hold themfelves wholly ex-
culpated from the charge of having acted in any manner derogatory to that fpirit of
liberality which will, they truft, ever manifeft icfelf in all cheir deliberations,
Webeg jeave to remind your Honour, that fo long ago as the rgth day of July

1797, the Houfe of Affembly then exifixg received from you (then prefiding in the
Governinent of :this Ifland) a Meflage, containinga Refolution of the Houfe of
Commons, concerning “the adoption of meafures beft calculatedto obviate the

319. “ caufes

7B,
Dominica.
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Dominica. «* caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes already
** in the Iflands, gradually to diminifh the neceffity of the Slave Trade, and ulti-
* mately to lead to its complete termination; and particularly, with a view to the
* fame-effect, to employ fuch means as may conduce to the moral and religious

‘* improvement of the Negroes, and to fecure to them, throughout the whole Weft
“ India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and active protection of the Law, &c.”
To which, by their reply, they engaged to take fuch Refolution “ into their
“ ferious confideration; and in the mean time, to endeavour to get every neceflary
*€ information refpeCting the important matters recornmended to their deliberations.”
But your Fonour muft well remember the ftate of alarm into which the Colony was
about that time plunged, by the difcovery of_a dangerous confpiracy, which gave
birth to the neceffity of putting the Mand under martial Taw, and thereby caufing a
total fulpenfion of all Legiflative bufinefs from the 3d day of June to the 19th day of
July. The hurricane feafon then intervening prevented the Members, whofe places of
refidence were at a diftance from town, from giving their attendance, and thereby
the Houle from refuming its Legiflative functions. Governor Johnftone arrived in the
September following, and ic is worthy of remark, that neither in his firft {peech to
the Board and Houle, or in any of his fubfequent Meffages, were contained any
‘communication whatever on that fubject. The Houfe was diffolved on the 26th
day of May 1798, and it was not until the 13th of June that the writs were iffued,
nor until che 17th July that the new elected Members were convened for tranfacting
Legiflative bufinefs; when it muit be in the recollection of your Honour, that the
Refolution of the Houfe of Commons formed no part among the matters which
his Excellency Governor Johnftone recommended to their confideration, in his
fpeech addreffed to them on the occafion. The firft communication to the Houfe
on the fubject was by your Honour’s Meflage of the 11th inftant, in which yoy
ftate the Letter which had been received by Governor Johnitone from his Grace the
Doke of Portland on that fubject.

_ The Act of this Ifland publifhed the 23d December 1788, and fince made per-
petual, intituled, “ An Act for the encouragement, proteétion, and better govern-
** ment of Slaves,” contains fuch provifions for the amelioration of the ftate of the
Slaves, which we truft will convince His Majefty’s Minifters, that the Legiflature of
this Ifland_has long fince entered into the benevolent views fhewn by the Britith
Houfe of Commons, as far as their humanity and wifdom could diftate; and the
Ifland has experienced the falutary effects of that Law, by the happy and contented
ftate of the Slaves. The Houle, however, in order to evince their readinefs and
defire to add to the comfort and protection of that defcription of perfons, Have,
in confequence of your communication to them, named a Committee to take that
Jaw into their confideration, and to report the refult thereof to the Houfe.
The Houfe feel théemfelves fenfibly hurt on finding that the indelicate fuppreffion

of the Duke of Portland’s Letter by his Excellency Governor Johnftone, has led
his Grace (in their opinion rather precipitately) to attribute to the Houfe the wane
of -wifdom and liberality; nor are they acquainted at the prefent moment with the
exiftence of any ‘jarring interetts,”’ or that any fuch “ jarring interefts” ever
exifted, as could have induced them to treat otherwife than with attention and
refpect, the reprefentations of His Majefty’s Minitters.

Charles Winfton, Speaker.
Houfe of Affembly,: aif June 1799.

(2.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 22d June 1799.

(Copy.) An A& to revive and make perpetual an A& of this
DOMINICA. Ifland, intituled * An Act for the encouragement, pro-

“ tection, and better government of Slaves.”

Whereas an A& of the Legiflature of this Ifarid, intituled, “* An AG for the en-
** couragement, protection, and better government of Slaves,” is expired, and
having been found highly beneficial to the colony, it is neceffary and expedient to re=
vive and to make perpetual the fame. We, your Majefty’s dutiful, loyal, andgor

ent
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dient fabjeéts, the Governor, Council, and Affembly ofthis your Majefty’s IMand of Dominica,
Dominica, humblyprayyour Moft Excellent Majefty, that it may be enacted and
ordained :
And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That

the faid Ad, -intituled, ‘© An A& for the encouragement, protection, and better go-
s° yernment of Slaves,” . be and the.fame is hereby revived, and made perpetual.

Pafied the Houfe of Affembly this fifteenth.day of March one thoufand feven
hundred and ninety-three, Simon Frafer,

Speaker.
F. Collins,

Clerk of the Affembly.

Paffed theCouncil, in the Council Chamber, this fifteenth day of March one
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-three.

Griffin Curtis,
Clerk of the Council.

“Affented tothis’fifteenth day of March one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-
three, and in the thirty-third year ofHis Majefty’s reign.

James Bruce.

 

Dominica.—Duly publithed in the town of Rofeau, this fifteenth day of March, in
the yearonethoufand feven hundredand_ninety-three.

‘Fames Laing,
Provo%t Marthal.

(A true copy.)
G. Salton,

Acting Sec’ and Reg'.

(3.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s ofthe 22dJune 1799.

‘Copy.) DOMINICA.

AnAct for the Encouragement, Protection, and better
Government of Slaves.

‘Whereas the different Acts-of this Ifand, for the government and protection Preanible.
of Slaves are expired; and whereas it is highly expedient that a ‘{yftem of
laws for the encouragement, proteétion, and better government of Slaves, founded
on principles of policy, juftice, and humanity, fhould be enatted:: We your
Majefty’s dutiful, loyal, and obedient fubjects, the Governor, Council, and Affem-
bly, of this your Majefty’s Hland ofDominica, do humbly pray yourmoft Excellent
Majefty, that.it may be enacted and ordained ;

And be ‘it: and it is hereby enaéted .and ordained by the authority -of the fame,
That every Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer ofany Slave or Slaves, fhall feed or ReneeMa
caute .to :be fed all fuch Slave or Slaves as fhall be under his, her, or their:care, nagers, &Cs
with a fufficient quantity ofgood and wholefome food, and fhall give them goad and of Slaves,
fufficient-cloathing, and fhall provide dry and comfortable lodging for them;_ and in pall Wwiele
cafe ofthe ficknefs of any of the faid Slave or Slaves, the faid Owner, Renter, Manager, fafficiently ,
or Overfeers fhall provide for the faid Slave or Slaves proper medical affiftance and clothe,com-
advice; and thefaid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, fhall provide within the fortably
boundary of his, her, or their plantation or lot of land, comfortable lodging, whole- rodge; and
fome food, and medical affiftance for all and every old, infirm, and diftempered eee medical
Slave or Slaves; and if any Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer of any Slave or affiftance in,
Slaves,fhall neglect to feed and clothe his, her, or their Slave or Slaves; or fhallcate of fick.

119. neglea, nels, within

Clanfe 2.
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their Planta- neglect, in cafe of ficknels, to provide for the faid Slave or Slaves proper medicat
telant he afliftance and advice, and comfortable lodging; or fhall neglect to provide comfort-

ans . .

their aid able lodging, wholefome food, and medical affiftance for all and every old, infirm,
Slaves; and diflempered Slave or Slaves, within the Boundary of his, her, or their plantation

or lot of land, fuch Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, fhall be fined ina fur
not exceeding one hundred pounds, at the difcretion of three er more Magiftratcs,
for a neglect of any of the regulations Taid down by this claufe; which fum fhall be

under the penalty of levied by warrant under their hands and feals, on the goods and chattels
L.too. to be levied by Of the offender or offenders, and directed to any Conftable or Conftables
diitreis, and paid into the of this IMand, and paid into the public Treafury of this Ifland for the
public Treafury. public ufes thereof.

Preamble, And whereas it is expedient, that the Slaves in this [Mand fhould be encouraged, as
much as poffible, in the cultivation of their grounds, fer the better fubfiltence of

. Claufe 2. themfelves and families; be it and it is hereby further enacted and
Owners, Renters, &c. of ordained by the authority aforefaid, That the Owner, Renter, Manager,

Sravess fhall allot to cach or Overfeer of fuch Slave or Slaves, fhall have the option of feeding his,
ofthemaportionof Jan , ‘ ' act vanti dan:for cultivation of food, her, or their Slaves, by allowing them a fopicient qrancity of goo Vand
and time for cultivating wholefome, food, or by allotting to each an every 0 them a lufficient
thereof, over and above portion of land for that purpofe; and certain times for cultivating it,

thofe daysprefcribed; over and above the Sundays and holidays hereinafter preferibed; pro-
vided always, that the faid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, in cafe

under a penalty off.t0o, the faid Slave or Slaves fhould not have received proper and fufficient
to be levied and applicd as food and nourifhment, fhall be fined in a fum not exceeding one hundred
before directed. pounds, to be levied and apprepiiated in manner and form, as directed

by the firft clau’e of this Aé&.

Preamble. And whereas a knowledge of the doétrines, and a due attention to the exercife of
the duties ofthe Chriftian Religion, would tend to improve the morals, and to advance

Claufe 3. the temporal and eternal happinefs of the Slaves; be it and it is hereby
Owners, Renters, &c. further enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That all Owners,

&c. hail, every Sunday, Renters, Managers, or Overfeers, or one of them, fhall, on every Sunday,
Sivieere er Slaves for on their feveral eftates and plantations, and at the moft convenient time
hort them to baptifm, and ofthe day, convene together the Slaves of the faid eftate or plantation,
caufe their children tobe for the purpofe of performing divine worfhip; and the faid Owners,
baptized; ‘Renters, Managers, or Overfeers, fhall not fail to exhort all male and

female Slaves who may be unbaptized, to receive the holy facrament of
baptifm; and all the unbaptized children of Staves thall, after the publication
of this Ad, receive the faid facrarnent of baptifm,; and on negleé& of the

tndera penaltynot lefs performance of thefe duties, the faid Owner, Renier, Manager, or Over-
than £-10. nor.more than feer, fhall be fined in any fum nor lefs than ten pounds, nor. more than’
4°75: twenty-five pounds, to be recovered and appropriated in manner and form

as directed by the firft claufe of this Act.
Tai . . oe . . .one* And be it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,

thallernore” That all Owners, Renters, Managers, or Overfeers of ail the Slaves who may be ar-
their Slaves, Fived at the years of maturity, and who may be defirous of entering into a connubial
when of ma- ftate, fhall encourage and exhort fuch Slave or Slaves to receive the ceremony of
turity, to marriage, as inftituted under the forms of the Chriftian Religion; and in neclea& ofoSChriftian : . P we ‘ g
marriage; doing fo, the faid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, faall be fubje& to a fine of
under £.5. five pounds, to be recovered and appropriated in manner and form as prefcribed by

penalty. the firft claufe of this Aé&.

Preamble. And whereasa relaxation from labour on certain davs in the year, and an indul-
gence in innocent recreations and amufements, would tend to improve the health, and

Claufe 5 add to the contentment of the Slaves; be ic and it is hereby further
Slaves, (Houfe Servants, €hacted and ordained by the authority atorefaid, That the Slaves in this
Sock Keepers,andWatch- Ifland, (Houfe Servants, Steck-keepers, and Watchmen excepred) fhall
men excepted) fhall be not be required to labour for their Mafiers and Owners on any Sunday

throughout
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throughout the year, on Chriftmas-day,New Year’s-day, Good Friday,
and thefifteenth day of Auguft; and in cate any one of the faid holidaysShould fall.out on a Sunday, then the Wednefday following is to be allowed
fuch Slave or Slaves in lieu of fuch Sunday.

Sunday,

And be it and it is hereby further enaGted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
That any Slave or Slaves on any Plantation, er in any houfe in the feid Ifland, arehereby permitted, by and with the confent and approbation of the faid Owners,Renters, Managers, or Overfeers of the faid Slaves on each and every eftate andplantation in the faid Hand, and by and with a written permiffion of any two Mapif-trates in any of the towns of the faid [fland, to wfe any inftrumentofmufic for the pur-pofe of dancing, or in the indulgence of any innocent amufement 3 provided the faiddancing and amufements are not allowed to continue after the fetting of the fun, if inthe town of Rofeau, or after eight o’clock in the evening, if on plantations; and in
cafe of the non-obfervance of any of the faid regulations, the faid Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfeer,of the faid Slave or Slaves, or the Confable or Conftables in
the towns of this Ifland, fhall be fined, (that is to fay) all Owners, Renters, Meana-
gers, and Overfcers, for neglect of any of the regulations contained in this and the fore-
going claufe, ina fum not exceeding twenty pounds; and every Conftable or Conftables
fhall be fined in a fum not under twenty fhillings, nor above five pounds, for negleét of
the regulations laid down by this claufe, and not preventing and putting a ftop to fuch
dancing, after having received information thereof; the faid fine or fines to be re-
covered, upon convicticn before one or more Juitices of the Peace, and appropriated
in manner and form as directed by the firlt claufe of this AQ.

And, in order to fecure, as far as poffible, the good treatment of the Slaves, and to
afcertain the caufe of the decreafeofthe Slaves, ifany fuch there may be; be it, and
it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That every Owner,
Renter, Manager, or Overfeer of any Slave or Slaves, on every eftate and planta-
tion in this IMand, or fome one of them, fhall, in the month of January in every year,
deliver in on oath, before any Juttice of the Peace for this Ifland, a certificate of the
increafe or decreafe of the Slaves under his, her, or their direGion, how many lave been
born, or how many have died, within twelve months previous thereto, and the caufe of
the death of fuch Slave or Slaves, to the beftofhis, her, or their knowledge and belief;
which certificate fhall be lodged within ten days after the date thereof in the Secre-
tary’s office of this Ifiand, fur the filing of which the Secretary fhall be allowed the
fee of nine pence.currency for each certificate; and if any Owner, Renter,Manager,
or Overfeer, fhall fail to deliver in the faid certificate on oath at the time appointed by
this claufe, he, fhe, or they fhall be fined in the fum of fifty pounds current money, to
be recovered and appropriates in manner prefcribed by the firlt claufe of this A.

Ard whereas it is neceflary to afcertain and fix a proper diftin@ion in the grada-
tions and local cenfequences of crimes committed by the Slaves in this Ifland, wich
panithments annexed and correfpording thereto; be itand it is hereby further enacted
and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That all and every Slave or Slaves, who
flail be conviGed of the wilful n.urder, or who fhall have been acceffary thereto, of
any white perfon, free perfon of caiour, or Slave, or who fhail be convicted of robbing
any perfon, of whatever cefcripticn or colour, on the high and public roads cf this
Ifland, or who fhall have been acceflary thereto, or who fhall be convicted of delibe-
rately breaking open any dwelling-houte or flore, and robving therefrom, or who {hall
have been acceffary thereto, or who fhall be convictedofhaving tet fire to any houte,
outhoule, ftore building, or cane-piece, or whe fhall have been acceilary thereio, fhall
fuffer death.

And be it and it is hercby further enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
That any Slave or Slaves who fiail be convicted of having ftruck a white perfon,or who
fhall be convicted of having flruck a free perfon of colour, being his, her, or their Maf-
ter or Miftrefs, or who thall be convicted of a theft or robbery to any amount above
five pounds, or who fhall have been acceflary thereto, or who thall be convicted of

119. any

E.
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vew Year’s-day,
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Good

Claafe 6.

Slaves may
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purpofe of
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certain regu-
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Preamble,
Claute 7,

Owners,
Renters, &c.

of Slaves, to

make a certi-
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Preamble.
Claule 8.
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breaking,-&c
thall fuffer
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ment as may
feem meet, to
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death, or
breech, as fhall-be inflicted upon him, her, or them,

inftituted by the Act
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any attempt-to.rob on the high or public roads of this Colony, or who fhall be-con-

viGed of an attempt.to fet fire to any houfe, outhoufe, B Cal

who fhall be convicted ofbreaking open any houfe, outhoufe, “or building, with an

intention of robbing therefrom, or who fhall have been acceffary thereto, hall fuffer

building, or cane piece, or

fuch other punifhment by banifhment or public whipping -on the bare
1 at the difcretion of the Court

for the trial of fuch offenders ; ‘provided fuch public whipping

of the Court. do not exceed the number of thirty-nine lafhes.

Claufe.10,

Slaves affembling for mu-
tinous or dangerous pur-
-pofes, and refufing to dif-
perfe by the order of any
white perfon.;

the ringleader to faffer
death, and the others fuch
pooifhment as may feem

t, tothe difcreti f. . : - sae

theCoue all which punifhments fhall-be at the difcretion of the Court inftituted bythe.Court.

Preamble.

Andbe it and it is hereby further enactedandordained by the authority

aforefaid, That any Slave or Slaves who fhall affemble at any time for

mutinous and other dangerous purpofes, and who fhall refufe to difperfe

and go peaceably -home to their different houfes and plantations when
ordered fo to do by any white perfon whatever, and who fhall be convicted
thereof, the ringleader or principal offender fhall fuffer death, and the

others, according to the gradation oftheir crimes, fhall fuffer death, or fuch

other punifhments by banifhment or public flogging on the bare breech,

provided fuch flogging do not exceed the number of thirty-nine lathes;

this law for che trial of fuch offenders.

And whereas it frequently happens that Slaves affume the art of witchcraft, or are

Claufe 11.

what is commonly called Obeah or Doétor Men, and, under pretence of a gift of
fupernatural powers, do influence the minds ofweak and credylous Slaves, and fre- _
quentlyttimulate them to aéts of mutiny or rebellion againft their Maiters, Renters,
Managers, and Overfeers, and adminifter certain drugs or potions of a fecret and

generally of a poifonous nature, as well to Slaves as to free peopleof every defcription;
be it and itis hereby further enacted and ordained by theauthority aforefaid,

Slaves praftifing the artof That any Owner, Renter, Manager, and Overfeerofany Slave or Slaves, -
witehcraft, or pretending
-to fapernataral powers, to
be committed to.the public
gaol by their Owners,

or any white perfon whatever, who fhall difcover any Slave or Slaves prac-
tifing any of the above arts, and pretending to any {upernatural powers, he
the faid Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, fhall caufe the faid Slave or

Renters, &c.

fhall fuffer death, or fuch
other punifhment as may
feem meet, to the difcretion
of the Court.

Preamble.

Clanfe 12.
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Slaves to be committed to the public gaolof this Ifland, and then andthere
to be dealt with agreeable to the twelfth and thirteenth claufes of this A&;
and upon conviction of the faid Slave or Slaves of the aforefaid crimes, he,
the, or they fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhmeni, at the difcretion of

the Court, by banifhment and flogging on che bare breech, as to the faid
‘Court may feem meet; provided the faid flogging do not exceed the num-
ber of thirty-ninelathes.

Andwhereas the right of trial by Jury,-in all criminal cafes, is confonant to the {pirit
-of the Britifh Conftitution; be it and it is hereby further enaéted and ordained by the
authority aforefaid, That within ten days after any Slave or Slaves fufpected of
having committed any of the crimes -mentioned in the eighth, ninth, tenth, and
eleventh claufes of this Act fhall have .been committed to.the public gaol of this
IMand, by the warrant ofany Magiftrate, the Provoft Marthal,or his lawful Deputy,
fhall give notice to any five of the Juftices afthe Peace then inthe town of Rofeau,
or in the neighbourhood of the faid town, of the trial of fuch Slave or Slaves being
to come on at any time not exceeding three days from the time of fuch notice, and
fhall alfo cavfe te-he fummoned any twelve ofthe neighbouring Freeholders, Leafe-
holders, Merchants and Traders,or refpectable houfekeepers in the town of‘Rofeau,

whoare hereby required to attend, under the penalty of thirty-three fhillings for each

default, to-be.recovered by warrant ofthe Juftices forming the faid Court, directed to

the Provoft Marthal, or his lawful Deputy, who is hereby authorized and required
to levy the fame on the goods and chattels of the defaulter; and in cafe ofnot finding
fuch goods and chattels, to take the body of fuch defaulter, and to confine him in the
public gaol until he hall have paid his fine and colts; provided always, that it
fall bein the power of the Court to excufethe payment of fuch fine or fines on a

Teafonable
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reafonable caufe hewn byfuch defaulter; and the Provoft Marfhal fhall-be entitled
to a fee of forty-nine fhillings .and fixpence for giving notice to the Juftices, fum-
‘moning the Jury, and attending the Court with a proper-crier.

And be it and it is herebyfurther enaéted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
That any three or more Juftices being met hall conftitute a Court of Record, and
Thall caufe the Clerk of the ‘Crown to attend, who fhall make -a record of all the
Proceedings againft Slaves, in all cafes mentioned ‘in the four foregoing-claufes, for
attending which Court, and making fuch record, the Clerk of the Crown-fhall be
entitledto a fee of four dollars.; and the faid Courtfo being met, may proceed to fuch
‘trial; and any fix of the above-mentioned Freeholders, Leafeholders, Merchants, and
Traders, or réfpectable Houfekeepers, being firft duly fworn, fhall conflitute a jury,
whofe unanimous verdict fhall determine the fact alledged againft the Slave or Slaves
fo to be tried, after havingfirftheard the evidenceproduced for andagainit fuch Slave or
Slaves, to all which they fhall give fuch credit as they in their confciences think due;
and that upon the jury finding fuch Slave or Slaves guilty of thecrime of which
he, the, or they ftand acculed, then thall the faid Court pronounce fentence of death
for all fuch crimes as are fpecifiéd in the eighth.claufe of this Act, and.fentence of
death, or fuch other punifhments for crimes as are f{pecifiedin the ninth, tenth, and
eleventh claufes of this Act, as to fuch Court fhal feem meet; provided always, that
fuch Court, paffing fentence for.capital crimes or fmaller offences, fhall not‘in any cafe
prefume.to prefcribe modes of ‘execution, or to inflict punifhments unknown ‘to the
Jaws-of England for fimilar.crimes and offences (except.in fuch cafes as are-by this law
prefcribed) ; andin cafe oftheacquittal ofthe.faid Slave or Slaves, the fees fhall be paid
by the Colony

And whereas a ‘too frequent and troublefome attendance to try the inferior offences
committed by the Slaves would be‘inconvenient to the intereft of the Planter, Mer-
chant, and others, and ic may be neceffary and politic to punith the inferior crimes
and mifdemeanors of Slaves ona fummary conviction; be it and it ishereby further
enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That every Slave or Slaves who
hall be convicted on evidence delivered before two or more of His Majefty’sJuftices
of the Peace for the fiid Mand, of having committed thefts or robberies to any
-amount under five pounds, -or who fhall be convicted as aforefaid of attempting to
ftrike, or ofmenacing or of grofsly infulting a white perion or perfons, -or of
ftriking or of grofsly infulting a free perfon or perfons of colour, or who hall
be convicted of having from carelefsnefs and inattention fet fire to any building
‘or cane-piece, or who fhall be convicted of quarrelling, fighting, breeding
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E.

Marfhal’s
fee, 495. 64.

Claufe 13.
Three Juf-
tices -fhall
confitute-a
Coart.

Clerk of the
Crown to at-
tend,

The Court
may adjudge
death for —
crimes {peci-
fied by claufes
8,9, 10, and
ai, or other
punith ments,
as fuch Court
fhall.feem
meet.

Nothing con-
trary to the
laws of En
land to be in-
flied there-
by.

Claufe-a4.
Slaves con.
victed of
theft, rob.
bery, -grofe
infults to
white or free
perfons of
colour, or fet~
ting. fire to
buildings,
&c.

riots, or other offences and mifdemeanors againft the perfons and pro-
perty of the inhabitants of this Ifland, fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be
punifhed by public Hogging on the bare breech, .at the difcretion of fuch
Jultices of ‘the Peace, provided fuch flogging do not exceed the number
of thirty-nine lafhes.

And be it and it is herebyfurther enafted and ordained by the autho-
rity aforefaid, That no Slave or Slaves within this Ifland, fhall carry
any fire-arms or any unlawful-weapon, without written permiffion from
the Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer of fuch Slave or Slaves, nor
fhall any Slave or Slaves-prefume to fire any gun, great or fmall, on any
pretence whatever, without leave of the Owner, Renter, Manager, or
Overfeer; and if it fhould fo happen that any Slave or Slaves fhould

To be punifhed bypublic
flogging on the breech,
not exceeding ‘thirty-nine.
lathes,

Claufe rg.
Slaves fhall not carry fire-
arms or any unlawful wea-
‘pons without written per-
miffios from Owners, &c.
&c. nor fire great or-fmall
guns without {uch leave,

be guilty
of a breach of this claufe, fuch Slave or Slaves, upon convigtion before two or more
Juftices of the Peace, fhall receive a flogging on the ‘bare breech, not exceeding
thirty-nine lafhes in-number.

And be it and it is hereby further ena€ted and-ordained‘by the authority
aforefaid, That if any Slave er Slaves fhall be detected in felling or dif-
poling of any fugar or fugar canes, fyrup of fling coffeé,. cotton, cocoa,
rum, or molaffés, the fame, together with the faid Slave or Slaves, fhall
and may be feized byanyperfon or perfons whatever, Freeman or Slave,
Mg. can

‘Clanfe 16.
Slaves desedted in felling or
difpofing of fugar or fagar
canes, fyrap,or fling coffee,
cotton, cecoa, or molaffes,
the fame, with fuch Slaves,
may be feized by anyFree-
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man or Slave, and carried
before a Juitice to be com-
mated to gacl,

Maziftrates or Conftables
may fzize canes for tale in
maikets, fheps, &c. Sel-
Jers, if fre2 perions, to be
fined in 30s. recoverable by
diftrefs3 if Slaves to be pu-
nithed by public flogying,

Provided nething — hall
extend to prevent Slaves,
with their Manager’s cer-
tificate from dilgofing of
their own Stock,

Preamble.

Clsufe r7.
Slaves refufing t9 give

evidence when called upon
by Magiftrates, to be
punifhed by public fug-

ging.
tempt, fhall fuifer a punithment at the difcretion of two or more Magiftrates,
public flogging on the bare breech, provided fuch flogging does not exceed the

SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

and carried before any Juflice of the Peace, who thal commi: the fild
Slave or Slaves to the common gaol of this Ifland, and thai! give notice
thereof to the Owner, Kenter, Manager, or Overfeer of the faid Slave or
Slaves ; and on conviction ef the faid Slave or Slaves before two or mare
Juftices, the faid Slave or Slaves fall be punifhed, at the difcretion of the
Juftices, with any number of lafhes not exceeding thitty-nine; and it fhall
and may be lawful for any Magiftrate or Confable to feize or cauf to be
feized any canes expofed to fale in the markets or fhops, or eifewhere, in this
Ifland; and if the parties do not give a fatisfaGtory account how he, fhe, or
they came by the faid canes,if a white or free perfon or perfons, he, fhe, or
they fhall be fubject to a fine, not exceeding thirty fhillings, at che ciferetion
of two Magiftrates, to be recovered by warrantofdiftrefs; and ifa Slave or
Slaves, to be publicly whipped, at the difcretion of two Magiftrates, fuch
whipping not to exceed thirty-nine lathes; provided neverthelefs, thar nothing
contained in this claufe fhall be underftood to prevent the Siave or Slaves
of this Ifland from difpofing of the produéticns of their gardens and fock,
under a written permit figned by the Owner, Renter, Manager, or Over-
feer of the faid Slave or Slaves.

And, in order that the intentions of juftice in the difcovery of truth
fhould not be fruftrated by the cunning or obftinacy of Slaves; be it and
it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That
any Slave or Slaves who fhall refufe or evade to give evidence when called
upon by a Magiftrate or Magiftrates, either in or out of any Court of
Record in this Ifland for that purpofe, fuch Slave or Slaves, for fuch con-

by

number of thirty-nine lathes.

And whereas the welfare and fafety of the inhabitants of this Colony depends upon
the honefiy, obedience, and indultry of the Slaves; and whereas the inferior crimes
of Slaves incompatible with the interett of the Planter, and the internal management
and difcipline of a plantation, cannot always be conveniently brought before the cog-

Claufe 18.
Slaves difubsvieg orders

cf their Owners, Renters,
-&¢c. or who fhall rob or
lender others property,

be guilty of drunkennefs,
quarreliing, fighting, ab-
fence from labour, &c.
without a pafs, &c. punifh-
able at their Owners,
Renters, or Managers dif-
cretion by flogging on the
breech, not exceeding 39
lafhes.

Owners infliling any
pucithment not prefcribed
by this AQ, are liable toa
penalty of £.20.

Quarrels among Slaves to
be fettled by their Owners,
&c, inan amicable man-
ner.

nizance of the Magiftrates; be it and it is hereby further ena@ted and
ordained by the authority aforefaid, That every Slave or Slaves who thall
difobey the order of his, her, or their Owner, Renter, Manager, or Over-
feer, or who fhall rob or plunder the property of another, or who
fhall be guilty ofdrunkennefs, quarrelling, fighting, neglect of duty,
abfence from labour, or abfence from -his, her, or their plantation,
at any time without a written pafs figned by the Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfeer of the faid Slave or Slaves, fecifying the day and

. days which is or are intended to be given to the faid Slave or Slaves, or
any other mifdemeanor whatever, fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be punifhed
at the difcretion of his, her, or their Owner, Renter, Manager, or Over-
feer, by confinement or flogging on the bare breech, provided the number
of lathes does not e:.ceed thirty-nine; and the Owner, Renter, Manager,
or Overfeer who fhall infli@ any punifhment not prefcribed by this A&,
thall be fubject to a penalty not exceeding cwenty pounds currentmoney
of this Ifland, to be recovered by bill, plaint, or information, in any of His
Majefty’s Courts of Record in this IMland ; and in cae any petty offences,
quarrels, and differences, fhould arife between the Slave or Slaves of different
plantations if the Owners, Renters, Managers, or Overieers be not able to
fettle the fame in an amicable manner, then and in fuch cafe the Slave or
Slaves fhall be carried before the neareft Magiftrate, who fhall fettle and

adjuft the fame as to the faid Magiftrate may appear moit agreeable to juftice; and
in cafe the fame cannot be decided by the authority of the faid Magiftrate, then the
offending Slave or Slaves fhali be committed by a Magiftrate tv the common gaol,
to be tried agreeably to the twelfth and thirteenth or fourteenth claufe of this A.

And
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And whereas it is jufe and proper that the Slaves fhould be protected in their Preamble,-perfons from the violence and inhumanity of fuch white perfons and free perfons of‘colour, who may have no Jawfil authority over them, or who may exert fuch autho-ricy in an unjufifiabie cr cruel manner; be it and it is hereby further
enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That if any white perfon or
perfons, free perfon or perfons of colour whatever, fhall be conviéted ofthewilful murder of any Slave or Siaves, or thall be acceffary thereto, fuch whiceperion or perfons, er fice perfon or perfens of colour, fhali fuer death.

 

And be it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority
aforefaid, ‘Phat any white perion or perfons, free perfou or perfons of
colour, who fhall be coavitted of maiming, defacing, or mutiiating or
cruelly torturing,or cauling to mzim, deface, muttlate, or cruelly torture
any Slave, fhali be imorifoned for a term not exceeding three months,
of fined in any um not exceeding ene hundred pounds current money of
this Ifland,arif to continue in continement until the faid fine thall be paid 5
veinich Ane thall be appropriatcd in manner direéted by the firit claufeof
this Act.

And be it and it is hereby further ena@ed and ordained by the authority
aforefaid, That any white perfon or perfons, free perfon or perfons of
colour, who fhall be guiltyofftriking or feverely beating any Slave or
Slaves, the property of another, or of depriving any fuch Slave or Slaves
of any property in his, ber, or their poffeffion, he, fhe, or they, on being
convicted of fuch offence or offences before any three or more Juttices of
the Peace, fhall be fined in any fum not exceeding thirty pounds, befides

Claufe 1g.
White or free pesfons of
colour convited of the
wilful murder of Slaves
hall fuffer death.

Claufe zo.

Free perfons or perfons of
colour convicted of maim-
ing or crocily torturing
Siaves, fhall be imprifoned
three months,’or fined a
fum not exceeding £. 100
currency.

Claufe 21.

“White or free perfons
guilty of ftriking or fevere-
ly beating Slaves, the pro-,.
perty of others, or depriv4
ing fuch of their property,
thall, on convigtion, be fined
in a fam not exceeding

making full refticution of any property; which fine fhall be recovered by 4°3%
warrant under the hands and feals of the faid three or more Juftices of the Peace,
directed to the Provoft Marfhal or his lawful Deputy, who is hereby authorized and
required to levy the fame on the goods and chattels of fuch offender or offenders;
and in cafe of not finding any fuch goods or chattels, then to take fuch offender or of-
fenders into cuftedy, and confine him, her, or them in the commen gaol, until he, fhe,
or they fhall have paid his fine and fees; provided always, that this claufe
fhall not be underftood to extend to any perfon or. perions taking goods
from a Negro on fufpicion or knowledge of fuch goods being ftolen, or
the depriving the faid Slave or Slaves of any dangerous fire-arms, or torch,
or improper weapon.

And, in order to prote& the domefic and cconnubial happinefs of Slaves
be it and it is hereby: further enaéted and ordained by the authority afore-
faid, That any white perfoa or free perfon of colour whatever, who fhall
take away and cohabit with the wife or wives of any Slave or Slaves in this
Ifand, fall, on conviction thereof before any three or more Magiftrates,
be fubject to a fine not exceeding the {um of fifty pounds, to be recovered
and appropriated in manner and form as is directed by the firft claufe of
this Act.

And be it andit is hereby further ena€ted and ordained by the authority
.aforefaid, That if any Slave or Slaves fhall be convicted and executed by
virtue of this A@, the Owner of fach Slave or Slaves fhall be paid out
of the public Freafury of this Ifland the value of fuch S!ave or Slaves,
which value fhall be fettled by the oaths of two credible white perfons,
being frecholders or leafeholders, that knew the Slave or Slaves fo executed,
which oath fhall be fworn before fome Juftice of the Peace of this IMand,
and fuch oath and value to be certified by the faid Juftice of the Peace
under his hand and feal ; provided the value to be paid does nor exceed fixty
_pounds current money of this ifland.

And be it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority
_aforefaid, That in cafe any Slave or Slaves fhall wilfully kill another Slave

er

Provided nothing extends
to the depriving them of
ftoien goods, fire~-arms,
torches, or improper wea~
pons,

Preamble.

Claufe zz.

White or free perfons, &c.
taking or cohabiting with
the wives of Slaves, hall,
on conviction, be finedina
fam not exceeding £5

Claufe 23.
The value of Slaves con~
vidted aad exceated by
virtue of this Aa, to be
paid te their Owners out
of the public Treafury, on
the oaths of two Free.
holders or Leafelolders,
provided fuch valve does
noi exceed £.G0 currency.

-Ciaule 24,
Siaves convicted of killing
cther Slaves, the value of
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‘moiety thereof to the
-Owners of the ‘convitis,
-and the other to the Own-

EE. 6

“fach tofs to be paid out of
the public Treafury ; one
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orSlaves, and be thereof convicted, the value of the Slave or Slaves fo con-

“victed thall be paid out oftthe public Treafury of this IMand, one moiety

to the Owner or Owners, Renter or Renters, of the Slave or Slaves con-

viéted, .and ‘the other moiety to the Owner or Owners, Renter or Renters

“Deficiency of effects to be

athe public Treafury.

ers of the Slaves killed.

Value not to exceed £. 60
of the Slave or Slaves killed, fo as the value of any one Slave does not

exceed fixty pounds current.money; the value to be afcertained by the two

‘currency. Magiftrates who shall try fuch offending Slave or Slaves.

Claufe 25. And be it and it is hereby further enaéted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
perfons 6 ee That if any white perfon or free perfon of colours, fhall be convicted ofthe murder of

any Slave or Slaves, the Mafter or Owner of the Slave fo murdered fhall receive
dlour, a

i i i )Vigtedofthe -the full value thereof from the effeéts ofthe faid white perfon, or freeperfori of colour,viéted of the

‘ mourder of — wwhich valuefhall be immediately afcertatned on the oath of competent perfons, who
Slaves,the «may have known the Slave or Slaves fo murdered, before the faid Court, whereupon
fath Slaves 2 judgment fhall be entered againft the offender on fuch conviction, for the appraifed

value of-the faid Slave or Slaves ; and the faid Court are to award execution on fuch
judgment, to be levied by the Provoft Marfhal or his Deputy, in the fame manner
as executions iffued out of the Court of Common Pleas are levied; and in cafe the
.gooils and chattels, lands and tenements, of the faid white perfon, or perfon of colour,
are not equal to the amount of fixty pounds current money for each Slave fo mur-
.dered, then and in fuch cafe the faid Owner or Owners of the faid Slave or Slaves fo

murdered fhall be entitled to.receive from the public Treafury as much as
is neceffary to make up any deficiency in the faid fum of fixty pounds; or
if the faid white perfon, or free perfon of colour, has no effects of any
kind whatever, then the Owner or Owners of the faid Slave or Slaves fhall
be entitled to receive from the public Treafury, for each Slave fo mur-
dered,a fum not exceedingfixtypounds current money of this Ifland.

-fhall be paid
their value
‘from the ef-
-fetis of the
«murderer,

made good by the Public
Treafury.

If:no effedts, the Sum of
£. 60 to be allowed out of

:Claufe 26, And be it and it is hereby further enated and ordained by the authority aforefaid, -
The Owners Thac if any Slave or Slaves fhall be fentenced to banifhment by virtue of this Act, the
of raves to Owner or Owners of the faid Slave or Slaves fhall be entitled to receive, as a recom-
banithment pence for the faid Slave or Slaves, from the public Treafury of this Ifand, any fum
by-wirtae of not exceeding fixty pounds current money for each of the faid Slave or Slaves fo
this AG, ‘© banifhed, which fum fhall be afcertained by twe competent judges, and the fum
‘recompence Which may arife from the public fale of the faid Slave or Slaves foldby the Provoft
from the Marfhal, or‘his lawful Deputy, under fentence of banifhment, after deJucting his
‘Treafury. fees, fhall be paid into the public Treafury of this IMand; and in cafe the amount of

the fale of the faid Slave or Slaves may be above fixty pounds current money, then
sthe Provoft Marfhal fhall return the overplus, after deducting all legal fees, to the
Owner or Renter of the faid Slave or Slaves. —_

Preamble. And whereas the Slaves in this Ifland, on the different days allotted them for holi-
‘days, by virtue of this A€t, may become riotous and diforderly, from the abfence of
the Managers or Overfeers ofthe plantations and eftates in this Ifland, and to prevent

Claufe 27. the mifchiefs arifing therefrom ; be it and it is hereby further enacted and
~Overfeers of Plantations
-abfenting- .themfeives on
holidays herein mentioned,
(Divine Service or military
daty excepted,) without
Jeave of their Employers,

toforfeit £5. to be recover-
ed by information on oath,
and appropriated as pre-
Scribed by clavfe.1.

Claufe.28.
“This A@ to continue in
sforce for three Years, and
abisty days after meetingof

ordained by the authority aforefaid, That if any Overfeer in this Ifland
fhall abfent himfelf from the eftate under his care and management on any
of the particular holidays hereinbefore mentioned, or on any Sunday (ex-
cept during the time of Divine Service, or his being on military duty)
without leave of his Employer, every fuch Overfeer fo offending fhall for
every offence forfeit the fum of five pounds, to be recovered by in-
formation upon oath before any Juftice of the Peace, in a fummary way,
in the parith where fuch offence fhall happen, to be recovered and ap-
propriated in manner and form prefcribed by the firft claufe ofthis Act; any
Jaw, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

And be it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority
aforefaid, That this At fhall continue and be in force for threeyeare

~ Aroua
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DOMIN IC A.. 17 Be
from the publication hereof, andfrom thence til thirt the Conn
meeting of the Courcil and Affembly ofoe tae my days after the then next sedAo. 4 a,

vePaffed the Houfe of Affembly,thind day ofDecember, in the ye ¢ Lordone thoufand feven hundred nd Clekye eter in the year of our Lordand eighty-eighe,
|” Fobn Gillon, -.-

Speaker, pro temp. .
Thomas Beech, Junior, - oa

. Clerk oftheAffembly. oo.
Paffed the Council, inthe Council Chamber, this feventeenth day of December,

in the Year of our Lard one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight. ,
Griffin Curtis, —

Clerk-of the Council.
Affented to this twenty-third day of December one thoufand feven hundred and

cighty-eight, and in the twenty-ninth year of Elis Majefty’s reign.

@)
‘Dominica.—Duly publithed in the town of Rofeau, this twenty-third day of De-cember one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-cight.

Orde.

 

W. Pagan,
D. P. M.

(Copy.) 'N°.8.—Copy.of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon tohisGrace
theDuke of Portland. .

No. 10. (FourEnclofures.)

Dominica, 20th July 1799.
My Lord, - 7 1799

Tnave the honour to tranfinit to your Grace, Reports of the refpective Commit-
tees of the Council. and Affembly, relativetto the Slaves in this Ifland, with meflages .
‘fromtheBoard and Houfe, requefting me to tranfmit them to your Grace.

~ I have the honour ‘to be, &c.
His Grace the Duke of Portland, Sf. Maton.

-&e. &c, &e,

_(1.).In Mr. Prefident Matfen’s ofthe 2oth July 1799. | .
(Copy.) The Speaker and Houfe of Affembly to his Hosour: the

Commander: in Chief,

“The Committeeappointed by “this -Houfe to take into confideration the A of
“this ifland, intituled, * An Act for the encouragement, protection, and betrer
** government of Slaves,” and to examine how far that Law goes to embrace, the
various objects recommended by the Houfe of Commons, for the amelioration df
the ftate of the Slaves, 8cc. having made their Reportthereon, which reporthas.been
‘confirmed by the Houfe, a-copy whereof is now fent to your Honour, together with.
‘the faid-A& intituled as above; and alfo** An A& to revive and make perpetual an
"© A& of this HMland,” intituled, “ An A& for the encouragement, protection, and
* better government of Slaves;”. and requefts that your Honour will be pleafed to
“tranfmic: the fame to his Grace the Duke of Portland, for the information of His
Majefty’s Minifters,

Thomas Beech,
Speaker, pro temp. |.

Houfe of Affembly, a
‘18thJuly 1799.

419.
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(2.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 20th July 1799.

(Copy.) ‘His Honour the Prefident and Council to his Honour the

—— "Commander in Chief.

“The Committeeof this Board appointed to confider of the matters contained

our Honour’s Meffage of the 11th of June laft, have made their report to the

Board, which,after due confideration, they have approved of. The Board now fend

a Copy thereof herewith to your Honour, and requeft you will be pleafed to tranf-

mit the fame to his Grace the Duke of Pordand, His Majefty’s principal Secretary

of State.
Geo. Metcalfe,

Council Chamber, Prefid' of the Council.

19th July 1799.

-(3-) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 2oth July 1799.

(Copy.)
DOMINICA. Report of the Committee of His Majefty’s

Council.-

Your Committee, in obedience to your order, having proceeded to the con-

fideration of his Honour the Commander in Chief’s Meffage to the Board and

Houle of Affembly, of the 11th day of June laft, and of the papers and communi-

cations which accompanied it, beg leave to premife, that from the peculiar and

‘local Gituation of this Ifland in the vicinity of the French iflands of Guadaloupe

and Marie Galante, and our having ftill_ among us many who fecretly cherifh the

baneful notions of univerfal emancipation, liberty and equality, diffeminated by the

French revolutionifts, they confider that a general and public difcuffion of the fub-

jet referred to them, would, at this moment, be highly dangerous, and poffibly at-

tended with very fatal confequences. In thus expreffing their fears, your Com-

mittee have in mind the dangers to which the Colony was expofed by the infur-

reétion and rebellion which broke out in it in the beginning of the Year 1790, foon

after the fituation of the Slaves had become the obje¢t of the attention and public

difcuffion of the Legiflature, which difcuffion being grofsly miftated and mifrepre-

fented by evil and wicked perfons, in a very confiderable degree contributed to that

unfortunate event ; at the fame time your Committee are happy to have it in their

power to mark, that the Legjflamure of this ]Qand have ever been attentive to the

ficuation of the Slaves, and to provide for:their protection and comfort, and that

the meafures it adopted for that purpofe many years ago, in a great degree preclude

the necélfity of uny Legiflative regulations with refpect to them at prefent, except as

hereinafter noticed, So Tong ago as the year 1788, an AQ paffed the Legiflature

for the encouragement, protection, and better government of Slaves. This Ac

was at firft of a'limited duration, but being found, by the experience of its effects,

to be a very falutary Law, it was made perpetual by another Act which paffed in

-the year 1793.
By this AG it is ordained, that Slaves fhall be provided by their Mafterswith

fufficient good and wholefame food, with cloathing, lodging, and medical aid and

attendance when fick. It alfo provides for their being allowed to attend divine

worthip on Sundays, for their being exhorted. to receive baptifm, and for their

encouragement to matrimony. It allows tien four -holidays in the year, befides

Sundays, when they are not compellabic io do any kind of work. When accu‘ed

of certain crimes they are allowed a trial by jury of free men, and particular pro-

vifions are alfo made for the protection of their perfons, of their property, and of

their wives. ‘his Aét your Committee think unncceffary to ftate more particularly5

it is on record, and they prefume, in poffefiion of His Majelty’s Munifters.

With regard to the feeding of the Slaves, no {Mund in the Weft Indies has fuperior

, advantages
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advantages, by its affording abundance of lands adapted folely for the cultivation Dominica,-
of ground provifions. Not above one-eighth part of the IMand is under cultiva-
tion, and from its mountainous and broken furface, not more than one-third is fit
for the cultivation of exportable produce. Hence it has arifen, that almoft every
eftate contains a confiderable portion of land fit only for provifion grounds. On
fome eftates a fufficient quantity of this land is allotted to. the Slaves; on others,
the Slaves may have any quantity they are able to cultivate. On many eftates, par-
ticularly thofe of coffee, one day in every week is allowed them for the purpofe; on
others, one day in every fortnight, and generally in both cafes, a proportionable
allowance of fale provifioris is given them. With this allowance, and theprovifions

‘from their grounds, they provide themfelves with neceffaries of all kinds. Here it
_ may be obferved, that the Slaves on all eftates prefer one day in every week, be-.
fides their Sundays, to cultivate their grounds and provide for themlelves, to any
‘allowance of provifions that they can confume.

Slaves thus fituated, which is very general in this Hand, appear on Sundays and
‘holidays contented, clean, and well cloathed. The induftrious generally purchiafe
hogs, goats, and fowls, from the produce of their gardens, and there are frequent

- inftances of their purchafing their own freedoms, and of feveral of them becoming
themfelves Proprietors of Plantations. “Thefe obfervations apply only to the in-
duftrious Slaves. Thofe who are too young, or of too indolent a difpofition to be
entruited with feeding themfelves (and unfortunately there are too many of the lat-
ter delcription) it has become neceffary to oblige to cultivate provifion grounds on
‘the day given to the others, under the infpection of an Overfeer and Driver.

Thefe lands allotted for provifions produce abundant quantities ofyams, plantains,
bananas, caffada or manioc, eddoes, potatoes, ocoraes, Indian corn, cale, pigeon
peafe, and feveral {pecies of beans, and pine apples; and the higher grounds produce.
many kinds of European garden ftuff, fuch as cabbages, carrots, turnips, beet root,
lettuce, afparagus, artichoke, radifh, cucumber, cellery, and herbs of all forts,
befides tropical fruits. ~ All thefe articles in their feafon are brought to the nearett
weekly markets by the Slaves, who there fupply themfelves with whatever they
may want during the enfuing week. In fact, your Committee can with truth aver,
that in no country can the labouring claffes be better fed, cloathed, and lodged, than
the Slaves of this Ifland are, if they are at all difpofed to be induftrious; and where
they are otherwife; as much attention is paid to their feeding, cloathing, and lodging,
as is confiftent with making a-duediftinétionbetween the induftrious and idle fervant.
The intereft of their Mafters will always conduce to this line of condu@, were jul
tice and humanity not even attended to, which your Committee think is far from
being the cafe. The Magiftrates in the different parifhes are the legal and authorized
guardians of the people, Slaves as well as freee—They are empowered to hear and _
determine complaints of a leffer nature; thofe of a greater degree they have power
to examine, and to commit or bind over the offenders to anfwer for them at the
Court of Grand Seffions of the Peace, where parties and witneffes are. compellable
to attend to profecute, and give evidence on indictments preferred by the public
profecutor, without expence to the injured party.
Many inftanceshave occurred where the Laws for the protetion of Slaves have been

tran{greffed, and where the offenders, as well Owners as ftrangers, have been profe:
cuted and punifhed: At the fame time your Committee are.of opinion, it would be
advifable, whenever a difeafed, old, or deerepid Slave, incapable of work, is obferved
loitering or begging in the ftreets or roads, and found not to be provided with fuffi-
cient food, cloathing, and lodging by the Owner, fuch Owner fhall beobliged,
on conviction, to pay into the Treafury fuch a fum of money as fhall be deemed
neceliary and equivalent to an annuity on the life of fuch Slave, to be paid him
weekly out of the Treafury; that thereafter the Owner fhall not have any clam
or property in fuch Slave, who, as to the Owner, hall be taken to be free.
As to the mortality among the Slaves, the Committee are of opinion, that it is not

greater in this Ifland than among the inhabitant$ of other countries, in proportion
to their numbers, except among fuch as are recently imported from Africa. In this
Ifland the Creoles and the Slaves, who have been a {fufficient time on the Ifland tobe

119. a accuftomed
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accuftomed to its climate, are in general very healthy; new imported Negroes fuffer.
on their firft arrival from their expofure to the weather after their confinement during
a long fea voyige on fhip-board ; they alfo fuffer from change of climate, food, and
efpecially water, and-from the. fmall pox, and this mortality is chiefly prevalent
among thofe who are imported of an age to have imbibed the numerous bad habits,
prejudices, and vices of their country.—To remedy this, the Committee are of

-opiniony that a L.aw-to prohibit the importation of Slaves above the ageof 25 years,
would be attended with very falutary effects.
"A confiderable number of Slaves muft neceffarily:be wanted for fome years to-come,

as very few if any of the eftates on the Ifland, have been hitherto fully ftocked; many
are in a middle ftate of cultivation, and thegreater part are infantfettlements, which,
from the narrow:circumflances. and flender means -of the Settlers, are ftocked butflowly; plantations of the latter defcriptions muft be abandoned, and the proprietorsruined, ‘without an additional number of Slaves for: their improvement andcultivation, This -improvement hath hitherto been much retarded, firft by
the high -prices the Proprietors -originally paid to Government for the purchafeof their lands, and afterwards by the many misfortunes the. inhabitants have
experienced during the late and prefent wars. However, your Committee are of
opinion, that fromthe.healthinefs of this Ifland, and the many refources it poffefiesfor maintaining the inhabitants, the cultivation of the eftates may be carried on, aftera certain time, with a fmall annual fupply of Slaves, and perhaps eventually without
requiring any importation whatever; and that it is probable the number ofSlaveswould gradually increafe. by a regular and affiduous attention to the rearing.of infant
children.

Your Committee, ‘therefore, with deferencefubmit, that in every refpect the lawof 1788 is fully adequate to anfwer all purpofes for the:encouragemenr, protectien,and comfort ofthe Slaves on this IMand, and that no further law is neceflary, except“an the inftances above alluded to, which they think may with propriety be adopted~avithout much danger from the difcuffion-of them. ,

(A true copy.)
; , Lo Gilbert Salten,

Council Chamber, rgth July. 17 $9. - AQ, Clk. oftheCommittee,

(4.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’softhe 20th:July-1779.

{Copy.) .DOMINICA.
“Report of the Committee to take into confideration an AG

- of this Hand, intituled, « An A& for the. Encourage-
~ €ment, Protettion, and better Government of Slaves,”
and to examine how far that Law goes to embrace the
"Various objects recommended by the Houfeof‘Commons,
fot the amelioration of theftateof the Slaves. .

_ ~The Committee have proceeded, with all poffible.'diligence, to take into con-“fideration the Law of this Ifland; intituled, “ An A&for the encouragement, pro-
‘ tedtion, andbetter Government of Slaves,” and to examine how far that Law: goes to embrace the various obje€ts recommended by’ the Houfe of Commons, forthe amelioration of the flate of the Slaves. They have very carefully entered upon-the imperiant tafk committed to- them, as will be feen by the comparative view inwhich they have placed the meafires recommended, with the provifions made by the
- Law of this Colony, - -

‘© In order,” fays the firft article. The Legiflature ofthe Ifand ‘of Dominica,- of the: inclofure in the. Duke of -fo: long agoasthe year 1788, paffed an A&Portland’s letter, ‘to obtain the ‘(which was afterwards made perpetual) imti- ©' © fulleft information with refpect to - tuled, “ An AG for theencouragement,pro-“ the.prefent fituation of the Ne- “. teétion, -andbetter goverament-of Slaves;”
ot Mtcroesy. , , and
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**-groes, and at the fame-time to

«© decide with propriety and effeé&
onthe future meafures to be taken,

* it will be effential to review and
“* report the proceedings of the Le.
« giflature of Dominica on this fub-
“© jet during the laft ten years; to
«¢ -ftate the caufes which have retard-

ed the-increafe of the Slaves; the
“* meafures which have been taken;
© and thofe that, in the opinion of
“© the Council and Affembly re-

* fpectively, may be taken with a
“ profpect of fuccefs, for the pur-
“ pofe of obviating thofe caufes.”

‘With refpe& to the obfervation
fated in article ad, “ As the diffolute
‘manners of the Negroes have been
given in -evidence as .a principal
caufe of their deficient population,
‘it would be effential to afcertain,
whether the Legiflature of the Nand
‘cannot hold out fome encourage-
‘ment to marriage, which may tend
‘to counteract that difpofition which
leads the young womentoprofti-
stution ??? &c,

a tituled, “ An A& for taking the cenfus of
“ the inhabitants of the IfMand. and of their
“* Slaves,” which A€ appointed Commif-
‘fioners‘to afcertain the population of the Co-
lony. The firft return of thefe Commiffioners
hasbeen given into the proper officer; but as
‘no fecond return ‘has -yet been made, the in-
creafe.is not properly afcertained.

Claufe 4th of the Law «committed to- the
confideration of the . Committee, ordains,
“© That all Owners, Renters, Managers, or
Overfeers, of all the Slaves who fhall have
arrived at maturity, and who may be defirous
to enter into theconnubial ftate, fhall encourage,
and-exhort fuch Slave or Slaves to receive the
ceremony of marriage,as inftituted under the
forms of the Chriflian Religion; and in neg-
Je& of doing fo, the faid Owner, Renter,
‘Manager, or Overfeer, fhall be fubje@ to a
fine.”

It is however-worthy-of :remark, that from the unreftrained promifcuous inter-
courfe between:the fexes,:to which the Negroes have been accuftomed in their own
country, they entertain a rooted repugnance to the ceremony of matrimony, or
rather to the reftraint which the infticution enjoias ; and that no inducements (a very
few inftances excepted) can be held out .to them, which can_prevail en them to
engage therein.

In ‘the ‘latter part of article 3.
it is obferved, “ Whether it may
«not be advantageous to hold out re-
‘wards and encouragements to fuch
‘Midwivesas fhall have been particu-
larly fuccefsful in ‘bringing children
-into the world, :and in treating them,
and directing the treatment ofthem,
for the firft fortnight after.their birth?
Should not pregnant women be ex-
‘empted from field labour during a
certain ‘period, fay the laft fix weeks
or two months of their pregnancy;
-and from.all labour, except taking
care.of their children, for the fame
time after their delivery. Ac the
time of delivery the mother can only
take care of the child, and requires
the affiftance of the father to take

. are of herfelf?”

The Committee deem it but juftice to the Plaaters to adduce, as a general practice,
that a reafonable time before delivery is allowed; but, from the &rong conftitution of
* 419. - the

ar E.

-and in the year 1795 they paffed an A@, in- |
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the African and even Creole Black Women, and the climate being fo much more
favourable for childbirth than that of Europe, the length of time recommended in
this article is unneceffary. Moft plantations have one or more expert Midwives ;
and where there are none, they employ thofe on a neighbouring eftate, for which
fervice a fum, feldom lefs than a guinea, is given; and in difficule births, or danger-
ous fymptoms, a perfon of the _faculty Is fent for. Wine, -cordials, and proper
nourifhment is afforded, and this practice is fo univerfal, that the Committee cannot
-call to their memory, in any of the quarters in which they aie refident, a fingle in-
ftance of a Planter who can be charged with inattention or neglect in procuring and
affording thefe comforts to their breeding women. This will fet afide the neceffitv
of the father having a period of labour remitted him, to apply himfelf to attend the
-lying-in woman. Had fhe, like the wife of the European labourer, no other de-
pendance than what the husband (which appellation they adopt) could afford her, her
{tate would, indeed, be lamentable! The Negroes contemplate in fo fubordinate a
degree the female part of their race, that.on them is laid the tafk of the greateft la-
bour. ‘The hufband (except in very few inftances) pays little attention to their eafe
or convenience, and would in general devote the time allowed him to idlenefs or
vicious purfuits.

The following extraéts from the Law com-
mitted to the confideration of the Commiitee,
will fhew how far the Legiflature carried their
views to the eafe and comfort of the Slaves,
both in ficknefs and health: .

Claufe ft. “ Every Owner, Renter, Ma-.
nager, or Overfeer fhall feed or caufe to be fed
all fuch Slave or Slaves as fhall be under his,
her, or their care, with a fufficient quantity of
good atid wholefome food; and thall give
them good and fufficient cloathing, and thall

. provide dry and comfortable.lodging for them ;
.and in cafe of the ficknefs of any of the faid
Slave or Slaves, the -faid Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfeer, fhill provide for the
faid Slave or Slaves proper medical affiftance
and advice, and the faid Owner, Renter,
Manager, or Overfeer fhall provide within the
boundary. of his, her, or their plantation or
lot of land, comfortable lodging, wholefome
food, and medical affiftance for all and every
old, infirm, and diftempered Slave or Slaves;
and if any Owner, Renter, Manager, or
Overfeer of any Slave or Slaves, fhall neglect
to feed and clothe his, her, or their Slave or
Slaves, or fhall negle& in.cafe of ficknefs, to
provide for the faid Slave or Slaves proper
medical affiftance.and advice, and comfortable
lodging, or Shall negle&t to provide comfort- °
able lodging, wholefome food, and medical
afiftance for all and every old, infirm, and dif.
tempered Slave or Slaves, within the boundary
of his, her, or their piantation or lot of land,
fuch Owner, Renter, Manager, or Overfeer
fhall be fined in a fum not exceeding one hun-
dred pounds. at the difcretion of three or more
Magiltrates, for. neglect of any of the regu-
Jaticns laid down by this claufe.”

The preamble to claufe ad, declares, * Ie
-is .expedient .that .the _Slaves.of .this I(and

‘fhould
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thould be encouraged as much as poffible in Dominica.
the cultivation of their grounds, for the better
fubfiftence of themfelves and families.”

Wherefore, it is by the 2d Claufe ordained,
* That the Owner,Renter, Managér, orOverfeer
of fuch Slave or Slaves, thall have. the option of
feeding his, her, or their Slave or Slaves, by
allowing them a fufficient quantity of food, or
by allotting to each and every of them a fuff-

“cient portion of land for that purpofe, and cer-
tain times for cultivating it, over and above
the Sundays and holidays hereinafter pre-
{cribed ; provided.always, that the faid Owner,
Renter, Manager, or Overfeer, in cafe the
faid Slave or Slaves fhould not shave received
fufficient food and nourifhment, fhall be fined
in a fum not exceeding one hundred Pounds,
&c”

‘The Committee here deem it incumbent on them to remark, that in the article of
provifions, the Negroes of this Colony have a very confiderable advantage, by the
means which the country affords to the induftrious of them, of procuring in abund-
ance all manner of ground provifions. The inequality of the furface almoft always
furnifhing towards the extremities of the plantations, particularly thofe parts extend-
ing towards the interior of the country, large portions of ground, which, although
broken and detached, are admirably calculated for and are generally allotted to
Negro grounds or gardens, and which they are allowed to cultivate in quantities
fully adequate to their utmoft wants, and the greateft exertions of their induftry;
moft eftates affording a muchJarger quantity of dand of this defcription than the
Slaves can poffibly cultivate. Thefe {pots not only producetheroots, plants, and
fruits immediately requifite for the fupport of the Slave and his family, as the yam
tannier, potatoe, corn, pulfe, the plantain tree, caffava, from which is manufactured
what is in the Colonies called farine, which is ufed as a fubftitute fur bread, as well
by the Whites as the coloured people and Blacks, and which is an article fo faleable,
as to form one of our principal ftaple productions, with the feveral kinds of tropi-
cal fruits, but the various productions of the European kitchen garden, from the
fale of which in the market on Sundays, the induftrious Slave may and frequently
does derive a fource of wealth, at leaft of comiort, eafe, and convenience. This
fome employ in drefs, feating, and hilarity, and difplay in oftentatious abundance

_on their holidays and feftivals; whilf others, more prudent, lay it out in increafing
their live ftock, and fome even thence derive their freedom; become -in courfe of
time (and there are feveral inflances of fome who have.attained thereto in a very
fhort period) themfelves Proprietors of land and Slaves, and acquire extenfive for-
tunes. It were to be wifhed, for the fake of humanity, that people of this defcription
entertained a more benevolent feeling for the clafs from whence they fo recently
emerged: but experience proves the reverfe; they in general manifefting’ towards
their own colour a difpofition the moft relentlefs and fevere.

By the 2th claufe of the Act, they have
the privilegeof trial by Jury for capital crimes;
and punifhiment for leifer offences, when in-

_ flicted at the difcretion of the Owner, is by the
_18thClaufe of the fame AG, reftricted co thirty-
nine lathes; any infringement of which num-
ber, or the infliction of any other punifhment
than what is prefcribed by the Law, is punith-

: able on'the offender by a fevere fine.
By the rgth Claufe it is enacted, “« That any

avhite perfon, or free perfon of colour, who fhall
be
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be convicted of the wilful murder of -a Slave,
fhall fuffer death.
‘By the 2oth claufe is inflicted a punifhment

-of three months imprifonment, anda fine of
-one handred pounds on any white perfon, or
free perfon of colour, who fhall be.conviéted

: of maiming or cruelly treating a Slave.—And,
-ByClaule 21{t, any white perfon, or free

-perfon of colour, guilty of ftriking or feverely
‘beating Slaves the property of others, or of
:depriving-them of their property, on convic-
tion, are liable to a fine of thirty pounds,

“The Committee: are therefore of opinion, That every obje&t recommended has
‘been, as far as the circumftances of the Colony render them practicable, fully an-

_fwered, and are further perfuaded that they fhould be deficient in the duty they owe
‘to the Houfe, which has committed to them the prefent important enquiry, as well
“asin what they owe to their conftituents, were they to quit it without fuggefting the
danger which might refult from the difcuffion of the fubject. The peculiar ficua-
tion of this Colony with refpeét to Guadaloupe, fo.immediately in its vicinity.; the
‘machinations of mifchievious emiffaries, ta which.itis fo fingularly Hable, and from
which the moft awful confequences have more than once nearly refulted; and (the
-circumftahce muft be recent in the memory of many Members of the Houfe) from
-the mifconception or perverted interpretation:to which the proceedings of the Legif-
lature may be liable in the courfe of fuch .a difcuffion, and to which fhey actually
“were perverted during the time they were occupied in framing and deliberating
-upon the prefent Law, on.which was grounded a plea for an alarming infurre€tion,
-headed by the rebel Paulinaire, who held out to his adherents that the wegiflature of
this Colony wifhed to withhold from them encouragement recommended by govern-
ment, and whofe party was at.one time fo formidable as to excite the moft alarm-
ing apprehenfion of the total deftru€tion of the Colony. Thefe circumftances,
added to the prefent orderly, happy, and.contented fituation of the Slaves, and the
falutary effects of which the Law .for that purpofe provided has been produttive,
render, in the opinion of the Committee, any other regulations, alterations, or further
provifions unneceffary, and induce them to declare, that the Legiflature of this Ifland
-has anticipated the benevolent views ofthe Britith Parliament, for the amelioration
of the ftate of the Slaves, by the A& which the Houfe has fubmitted to their
confideration.

Ido certify the aforegoing to bea.true- Copy of the Report
made by the Committee, and confirmed by the Houfe.

‘Houfe of Affembly, (Signed) hot Beech,
18th July 1799. Speaker.

A true copy taken from the Minutes this 23d July 1799.

(Signed) V, Collins.
Clerk of.the Affembly,

(No. 9.) ~Extraét of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Mr. Prefident Matfon; dated White-
hall, the 26thof Augult 1799. - .

FROM whatis ftated in your Letters (N* 3, and 7) and their-enclofures, relative‘to the fteps taken by the Council and Affembly, in confequence of the Refolution
of the Houfe of Commons,of.April 1797, and the communications which L.thoughtit my duty to make in furtherance of the important object propofedl by that Refo-
lution, I truf that fuch further provifions will be made by the Colonial Legiflarure, -

ing
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ing the population of the Negroes, and thereby gradually diminifhing, and ulti-
mately rendering the further importation of them unneceffary; and that I fhall be
enabled to lay fuch provifions before Parliament at the commencement or very early
in the enfuing Seffion, The A& “,for the Encouragement, Protection, and better
“* Government of Slaves,” revived and made perpetual in 1793, contains feveral falu-
tary provifions for promoting the religion and welfare of the Negroes, which I hope
will be followed up by fuch others as the fuggeftions and documents Ihave.tranf-
mitted, and the confideration given to them, and to the fubject at large, by the Com-
mittee which has been appointed, fhall point out as moft proper and effectual.

I fincerely lament (whatever may havebeen the caufe) that fo much time thould
have been loft in attending to this important queftion ; but after perufing the obferva-
tions of the Affembly, it is impoffible for me to admic that chat Body has been
called upon prematurely, or that it has been precipitately urged to give its attention
to a matter of fuch ferious import, confidering the very great delay which has taken
place in its proceedings in this refpect. Ic is evident from the ttatement contained
in the anfwer of the Afiembly, which is now before me, that this fubjeét was fully and
completely before the Legiflature fo long ago'as the 17th of July 17975 and that
it-came recommended to their moft early attention not only by its own importance,
but. by the very refpe€table authority with which it originated. Befides, referring
you thereforeto my circular letter of the 6th of May 1797, tranfmitting and recom-
‘mending, by His Majefty’s directions, the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the
6th of April 4797, to the particular attention and confideration of the Legiflature,

E,

I mutt call to your recollection your anfwer to it of the roth July of the fame year; -
iin which you mention, ‘ that the faid Refolution had been communicated to the
€ Council and Affembly ;’’ and add “ that you will not fail to tranfmit to me, from
“ time to time, accounts of the proceedings of the Legiflature of Dominica, in con-
* fequence of the above communication :”Icis evident, on referring to the fame
flatemeng, that from the 17th of July 1797, much time elap{d without any fteps
being taken on this queftion, although the matter icfelf was regularly in the poffeffion
-of the Affembly,and was therefore capable of being proceeded upon by the appoint-
‘ment of a Committee, or in any other way moft likely to accomplith the objec
da view.

CN? 10.) —Extratts frqm the Minutes of the Houfe of Afflembly
of Dominica, from the 6th of September 1799 to the 8th of
October following.

‘His ‘Honour the Speaker laid before the Houfe the following Letter from
the Commander in Chief; with an Addrefs from the Houfe of Commons
to His Majefty; viz.

Sir,
. ‘HIS Grace the Duke of Portland having tranfmitted to me, by the King’s com-
‘mand, the copyof an Addrefs of the Houfe cof Commons to His Majefty, with a view
to afcertain the number of Negroes in the Welt India iflands, and having fignified to
me His Majefty’s fpecial commands, that I do, with all poffibledifpatch, caufe to be
‘prepared in and for this [Mand fuch an account as is {pecified, in corformity to the
terms of the faid Addrefs, and that-1 do tranfmit the fame to his Grace without lefs of
time, in order that it may be laid before the Houle at the opening of the next Selfion ;
I lofe no time in fending to you a copy of the Addrefs, earneftly requefting that you
‘will inymediately lay it before the Houfe of Affembly, and that you will recommend
fuch meafures to be taken as may produce the neceflary information from this Ifland,
which I thall be happy to be-enabled to tranfmit to His Majetty’s Secretary of State
‘with. all convenient difpatch.

I have the honour to be, &c.
‘The Honourable Thomas Beech, ; 7. Matfon,

. Speaker ofthe, Houle of Aflembly, Dominica,

i919.

8:hOR, 1799,
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Bill:

‘your honourable Board for your concurrence.

26 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

HOUSE or COMMONS.

“ Yovis, Undecimo die Fulii 1799.

© Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting

« that His Majefty will be graciouflv pleafed to give directions to the Governors
“© of His Majefty’s Uflands and Plantations in the Wett Indies, to tranfmit an Account,

“ foeciiying, as far as the fame can be made up, the total number of Negroes now

“ in each of fuchn Ifands and Plantations refpectively, and the total number of births
“ and deaths (on an average of the laft three years); diftinguifhing what progortion
“ of thofe that died were born within tuch Hland or Plantatioa, or had been im-
* ported more than three years before; and what number of thofe that died had
“ been imported within three years of the time of their death; together with docu-
* ments on which fuch accounts fhall be founded, in order that the fame may be
‘© Jaid before this Houfe early in the next Seffion of Parliament.”

Ordered, That the faid Addrefs be prefented to His Majelty by fuch Members. of
this Houfe as are of His Majefty’s moft honourable Privy Council.

Mr. Wilbraham moved, feconded by Mr. Lowndes, for leave to bring in a Bill to
afcertain the total number of Slaves in thisIfland, and the number of births and deaths
for the Jatt three years, &c.—Agreed to: Leave accordingly.
Mr. Wilcraham having prepared the fame, he read it in his place, and delivered ir

in.at che table.
Mr. Wilbraham moved, feconded by Mr. Lowndes, for the firlt reading.—Agreed,

to, and read.
Mr. Wilbraham moved, feconded by Mr. Lowndes, for the fecond reading.—

Agreed to, and read.
The Houfe refolved itfeif into a Committee of the whole,to take the fame into

confideration :—Mr, Brown in the chair.
The Speaker refumed the chair: The Chairman reported the Bill gone through,

and agreed to.—Ordered to be engroffed. .
Mr. Wilbraham moved, feconded by Mr. Lowndes, that the fame be read the third

time.—Agreed to, and paffed.
Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the Board of Council with the

- The Speaker and Houfe of Affembly to his Honour the Prefident
and Council.

This Houfe has three times read, and paffed, a Bill, intituled, ** An A%t for afcer-
* taining the number of Slaves in this Ifland, &c.’” and fends the fame herewith to

Tho: Beech,

Houfe of Affembly, 8th O&. 1799. Speaker pro temp.

No. r1.~—Extraéts from the Minutes of His Majefty’s Council of the
IfNand of Dominica, from the 1oth September 1799s
to the 11th of October following.

His Honour the Prefident laid before the Board a Letter, which
he had received from his Honour the Commander in
Chief, dated the rith inftant; and the fame having been read,
was, with the Addrefs therein referred to, ordered to be entered
in the Minutes ; and is as follows:

Sir, . Government Houfe, tith September, 17.99.

HIS Grace the Duke of Portland having tranfmitted to me, by the King’s com-
mand, the copy of an Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, with a
view to alcertain the number of Negroes in the Weft India IMands, and having fignified
to me His Majefty’s fpecial commands, that I do, with all poffible difpatch, caufe
to be prepared in and for this Ifand, fuch an Account as is fpecified, in confor-
mity to the terms of the faid Addrefs ; and that I do tranfmit the fame to his Grace

without
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without lofs cf time in order that it may be laid before the Houfe at the openin
the nexc fcfli ns: I lo.e no time in fending to you a copy of the Addrefs, earneftlyre-
quefting that you will immediately lay it before the Board of Council, and that you
will recommend fuch meafures to be taken as may produce the neceffary information
from this fland, which I fhall be happy to be enabled to tranfmit to HisMajefty’s
Secretary of State wita all convenient difpatch.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The honourable George Metcalf, Ff. Matfon.

Prefident of his Majefty’s Council, Dominica.

HOUSE or COMMONS.

Jovis Undecimo, die FJulij 1790.
* Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that .

“ His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions to the Governors of His
** Majefty’s IMands and Plantations in the Weft Indies, to tranfmit an Account, {pecify-
“ing, as far as the fame can be mate up, the total number of Negroes in cach of
* fuch Iflands and Plantations refpectively, and the total aumber of births and deaths
“* (onan average of the laft three years) ; diltinguifhing what proportionofthofe that
*¢ died were born within fuch Ifland or Plantation, or had been imported more than

three years before, and what number of thofe that died had been imported within
“ three years of the time of their death,’ together with the documents on which fuch
** accounts fhall be founded, in order that the fame may be laid before this Houfe
“in the next feffion of Parliament.”

Ordered, That the faid Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty by fuch Members of
this Houfe as are of His Majefty’s moft honourable Privy Council.

His Honour the Prefident reported to the Board, That he had received in the
Council Chamber from the Clerk of the Houfe ofAffembly (the Houfe of Affembly.
not being now fitting) a Bill, with a Meffage from the Houfe, which he now lays
before the Board, and which Meflage is as follows:

The Speaker of the Houfe of Affembly to his Honour the
Prefident and Council.

This Houfe, has three times read, and paffed, a Bill, intituled “ AnA& forafcertaining
‘the number of Slaves in this IMand, &c.” and fends the fame herewith to your

- Honourable Board for your concurrence. ;
Tho: Beech, Speaker, pro temp.

Houfe of Affembiy, 8th O&. 1799:

On motion made, and feconded, ordered, That the faid Bill intituled, * An A&
“* for afcertaining the numter of Slaves in this Ifland, &c.” be read, which was done.
On motion made, and feconded, it was unanimoufly refolved That the ‘8th Rule

of the Board be difpenfed with, and that the faid ‘Bill be read a fecond time; which
was done accordingly. ,
‘On motion made, and feconded, ordered, That the faid Bill be read a third time;

and the fame having been done, the queftion wes then put; Whether the faid Bill
fhould pafs or not, which was carried in the affirmative ; and his Honour the Prefident
was requefted to lay the fame before his Honour the Commander in Chief, for his
affent thereto. :

Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the Houfe of Affembly :

His Honour the Prefident in Council to Mr. Speaker, and
Gentlemen of the Afiembly.

The Board inform your Houfe, That they have three times read, and paffed,a Bill
intituled, * An A& for afcertaining the number of Slaves in this Ifand, &c.” and his
Honour the Prefident will lay the fame before his Honour the Commander in Chief,
for his affent thereto. .

By command,
G. Salton, .

Council Chamber, r1th October 1799. - A&® Clerk of the Council.

E :

g of Dominica,

1rth O&ober

1799-
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Dominica. .
(Copy.) No. 12.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Matfon, to

his Grace the Duke of Portland.
No. 20. (One Enclofure.)

Dominica, 3d December 1799.
 

The letter My Lord,
herein re- WITH myLetter (No. 16,) of the 11th ofO@ober laft, I had the honour to tranfmitferred to does tg your Grace an Act of the Legiflatureofthis Ifland, latituled, * An Act for afcer-withteenr. ‘ taining the number of Slaves,” &cc. and I have now the honour to forward to yourrefpondence, Grace the account or enumeration of the total number of Slaves in every Parifh inbut acopy of this Ifland; made by the Commiffioners appointed by that Act.
reeAe ec © The Treafurer of the [Mand has availed himfeif of the earliet opportunity of
of 5th Janu. makin the Return to me; but as the packet is on the eve of its depariure fromary, 1800. hence, [ am unable to examine or niake any obfervations on the Returns atprefent.

I have the honour to be, &c.
His Grace the Duke of Portland,. Ff. Matfoa.

&e. &e .&e.

(t.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 3d December 1799.
(Copy.) Numaer of Staves in the Ifland of Dominica, taken in conformity tothe Act of the Legiflature for afcertaining the Number thereof.

November 1799.
 

 

 
             
  

eelg §{£ |3 [8 3 | 3£ FE [eam] Rom] & ~ Ss af eo] &.

NAMES B | 2 | 2 |Sse/ese] 22 | Se] 5 s{sze] seeof a 5 z [sie] 28s Ey» En leuelRos] Boy‘g $ 2 (sf /SS2l a8 | ae [ASS lEse| esePARISHES,&.] 5 = m |cbzlsys So | silo F/Zoelzce_ vi» Pe we : 2B oe “a| 2 i E jere/S23] 2? | se] 2 e] 238] 23Zz & BR |ZF3 ga 2 a7 3 S| = =

/* #12 14 fa w 4} 8

Town of Rofeau| 440 1,182 | 15456 158} 183] 75 4 3] 276; 230
Saint George - | 118 ' 1,168 || 1,581] 235 165 78 7 41 351° 334

Saint Paul - - | $9 | 954 875 145 92 26 3/2 87 | 15
Saint Jofeph +.) -71 | 977 th gsol 81 59 9 4 1} 164] 136
Saint Peter- - 107 | 899 939 42 49 3 1 I] 195 | 114
Saint John - - } 62] 903 ‘ge 56 49 I 2}- +] 123] s07. .Saint Andrew - | 55| 836 877| 56 60 6 2 I] 1st} 8g
Saint David : 7) 424] 3941 is] rg} - -1- -]e -] 83 73
Saint Patrick - 66 | 1,180 ]} 1,138) 4g 60 1s} 2 I] 170] .159
Saint Mark . - 38 | 488] 524 at 38 4 r}- +] 74{- 66
SaintLuke - -| 46] 5531) 4931 371 39 9 4 2} 106} 734 : —_——

Total - - "089 93574|| 10,458] 896] 808] 226 30| - 15'1 1,780 | 15496.

 
 

Treafury Office, December 3d 1799.

“lex Maclachlan,
‘Treafurer.
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(Cepy.) No. 13-—Copy of a Letter from Mr, Prefideat Marton
to his Grace the Duke of Portland.

(Thirteen Enclofures.)

Dominica, 5th January 18co.

 

No. 22.

 

My Lord,
WITH my Letter (No. 20) of 3d December, Thad the honour to tranfmit to your

Grace the Acccunt or enumeration of the total number of Sleves in every Parith
in this Ifland, made purfuant to an A lately pafled for that purpoie; fome-errors
-have fince been difcovered in the Commiflioners Returns, which have been retified,
and I am now enabled to forward to your Grace the Commiffioners returns, with a
-general Abftract, and correct Statenient of the whole, figned by the ‘Lreafurer of the
Ifland.

Y-have the honour.to‘be, &c.
y. MMatfon.

_His Grace the Duke of Portland,
&e. &c. “We.

‘(Copy.) An Act of the Legifiatureof the Ifand of Dominica,
intituled, ““* An Act for afcertaining the number of
« Slaves in this Mand, and of fuch as may have been
“imported from Africa, within three Years laft
 paft; and of the Deaths of and Birchs ‘from fuch
“¢ imported Slaves; and alfo the Deaths and Births of
*¢ all other Slaves in the Hand, during that period.”

DOMINICA,

Whereas it hath been reprefented ‘by his Honotr the Commander in Chief, that
‘an humble Addrefs hath been prefented to His Majefly, by the Houfe of Commons
of Great Britain, requefting, that His Majelty wouldbe gracioufly pleafed to give
-dire€tions to the Governors of Kis Majelty’s plantations in the Welt Indies, to tran&
‘mit an Account, fpecifying, as far as the fame can be afcertained, the number of the
‘Slaves in thofe Iflands, and alfo the number of Slaves imported from Afiica within
‘three years laft paft; and of the deaths of and births from fuch impo:ted Staves;
and alfo the deaths and births of all other Slaves in the faid 'Mands, during that
period. We, therefore, your Majefty’s loyal and obedient fubjects, the Commander
in Chief, and the Council and the Affembly of this Ifand, do enact and ordain:

And be it and it 1s hereby enaéted and ordained by the authority afcrefaid,
That the following perfons flall be and they are hereby appointed Commiffi ‘ners in
the town of Rofeau, and in the feveral parifhes of this Ifand, for performing the
duties hereinafter direted and laid upon them; that is to fay, for the town of
Rofeau, Robert Reid, John Wardrobe, Henry Conftable, John Lundin, James
Dodd., efquires; for the parith of Saint George, Thomas Court, Anthony Bacon
Richardfon, Croquet Le Grand, and Andrew Jolly, efquires; for the parifh of Saint
Paul, John Lowndes, John Corlet, and Raymond St. Arromant, efquires; for the
parith of Saint Jofeph, Alexander Henderfon, and Thomas Henderfon, efquires; for
the parith of Saint Peter, Thomas Beech, Jofeph Grano, and Bruno Marceau,
efquires; for the parifh of Saint John and town of Porthmouth, John Trotter,
William Wilbraham, and Robert Bell, efquires; for the parifh of Saint Aanbew in
the Weft divifion, Hugh Gould, and Patrick Moore, efquires, and for the Eat
divifion of the faid parish, Jofeph Burton, and Thomas Simpfon, efqnires; for the
parith of Saint David, James Bruce, and Dorigny, efquires; for the parith

of Saint Patrick in the Eaft divifion, Anthony Bertrand, and Pierre Dubocqne,

efquires, and for the Weft divifion of the faid Parifh, Douglas, and

Hill, efquires; for the parith of Saint Mark, Jofeph Dufaufay, and

Alexander Mac bean, efquires; for the paith of Saint Luke, Chriftopher Xoberr,
and John Baptifte Serrant, efquires,

119. 2. And

BE.

Preambie.

Claufe x.
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-Claufe 2,

Chufe. 3.

Clanfe 4

30 SLAVE TRADE—-WESTINDIES.

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid,
That the faid Commiffioners, or fome of them, flail within twenty Days after the

publication of this At, iffue their warrant in their refpective diilrits, in the fol-
owing form; viz.

DOM:NICA.
By

Commiffioners appointed for afcertaining the
number of Slaves in this IMand, &c.

To

Corflables of the parith of

"You are hereby required and commanded, immediately on the receipt hereof, to
‘fummon all.and every the Proprietors, Reaters, or Poffeffors of Slaves, in the pa-
-rith of to appear before us at
‘on the then and there to deliver in upon oath, a full and corre&
account or enumeration of his, her, or their Slaves, both young and old, diftin-
guifhing the males from the females; aad a!fo dittinguifhing the number of Slaves
imported from Africa, and bought by him, her, or them, within three years laft pat;
and the deaths of, and births from fuch imported Slaves, within the faid time ; and
.alfo the deaths and births of all cthers his, her, or their Slaves during that period,
-agreeably to an Act of this ifland, for afcertaining the number of Slaves in this
Hfland, &c. kaving at the houfe of each perfon fo fummoned a copy of this
-warrant in. French and Englifh.

Given under-our hands and feals this
day of in the year of our Lord one
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine.

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, That
ifany Proprietor, Renter, or Poffeffor of Slave or Slaves, his, her, or their Manager
or Attorney, fhall neglect or refute, after having been duly fumm ned as aforefaid,
and proof thereof made upon oath by the Conttable, to appear tx f..e the faid Com-
mifficners, or fome or cne of them, at the place and time by them appointed,
and then and there to deliver in upon oath (which oath the faid Commif.
fioners, or either of them, are or is hereby authorized to adminifter) a full and
‘corre account or enumeration of ail his, her, or their Slaves, in the manner and
form particularly directed by the faid fummons, fuch Proprietor, Renter, or Pof-
feffor of Slave or Slaves, thall be fined in the fum of fifty pounds, to be immediately
Jevied by warrant or warrants, under the hands and feals of the faid Commiffioners. or
fome or oneof them, directed to ihe Provoft -arfhal, in the nature of an execution
out of the Court of Common Pleas, which warrant or warrants the faid Provott wiare
fhal thail and he is hereby dirc€cd and required to execute in due manner, and topay the faid fine into the public Treafury for the public uies of the colony,
And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforefaid, Thatthe faid Commifficners, in lawlins ee faid account or enumeration, and in making

their Return, fhail make ufe or the tolowing form:
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"NUMBERof SLAVES in the Parith of — taken in
conformity to the Act for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c;
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And be it and it is hereby enacted and’ ordained by the authority aforefaid, Ctaute 5.
That one hundred and twenty copies of the above form fhall be printed with ail
{peed, and diftributed among the Commilfioners before named by the Cleik of
the Afflemtly; and that the faid Commiffioners fhail, and they are hereby required
and directed, within twenty days from the time of iffuing their faid warrant, to com-
plete the fuid lift or enumeration of Siaves, and return the fame, together with a
duplicate thereof duly certified under their hands, into. the Treafurer’s Office of this
Ifland; and the Treafurer is hereby required, as foon as fuch Returns are completed,
to deliver the fame, or the duplicates thereof, to the Commander in Chief, to be by
him tranfmitted to His Majefty’s Minifters.

And
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-Ciaule 6, ‘And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority dforefaid, That
. ‘the Conftables, for the duties enjoined them by this Act, fhall be paid in the fame

-manner as Conftables are directed to be paid .tor.fummoning the Inhabitants under
the Way-warden Act of this Ifand.

Claafe 7, ‘And be ic and it hereby enactedand. ordained.by the.authority.aforefaid, That this
AG, together with the form of the Returns prefcribed, and the Comuniffioners war-
rants, thall be printed at the public expence of the Colony, and the Treafurer is
‘hereby authorized to pay for the fame. .

“Thomas Beech,
Speaker,.pro temp.

‘Paffed the Houfe of Affembly this eighth day-of O@ober,-one thoufand feven
-huadred.and ninety-nine. .

F. ‘Collins,
Clerk.of the Affembly.

‘Paffed the Council this éleventh day-of October, in the -year one thoufand -feven
hundred and ninety-nine.

‘G. Salton,
Aéting Clerk of the Council.

Affented to-this éleventh dayof October, in the -year -ofour Lord one thoufand
feven hundred and nine-nine.

J. Matfon,
Prefident.and-Cemmander ‘in Chief.

Deminica:

Duly publifhed in the town of Rofeau, this eleventh -day of
‘October, one thoufand feven hundred .and ninety-nine,

Jobn Lucas, A. P.M.
(A true copy.)

G. Saltm, A.S.&B
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(2.) In Mr. Prefident Marfon’s of the sth January 18co.

 

 

  
            
 

‘(Copy.) — .

DOMINICA.

NUMBER of SLAVES in theIfand of Dominica; taken in con-
formity to the Act of this [fand, paffed the 1rith Day of Odlober 1799,
for afcertaini ng the Number of Slaves, &c. &e. &c.

, 3 els E 2 a 22 Oo |S) ,t 5 . 3 on

5 o. pose|ssel & S215 S122) a8.
‘a | ~loadu a So Sis 2/8

TOWNS 2 | 2 fze&l/se5| 22) 22 2. 2]s35|s2¢
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_ is °

Town of Rofeau - -j| 1,1827 1,456) 153 | 183 | 75 4 3 230 | 276

Saint George- - - - 1,858 1,881i| 235 | 165 | 78 ? 4 358] 334

Saint Paul ~- -. -+-|| 960) 839) 142 go | 25 3 2 113 87

Saint Peter - - - - 8991 939 42 49° 3 | I ae 195

Saint Jofeph - - - -// 978] 959) 8} ~60] 9g 4 I 137 | 162

St John and Portfmouth go3| g03}i- 56 49|. 1 2 |- -| 107] 193

Saint Andrew- - + -[| 836] 877] 69] 60) 6 | 2 I 891 16%

Saint David - - - - 424) 3941. 15 ite o-r}- -l]- - 75 83

Saint Patrick ~ - = ~{} 15239] 15138)) 49 60] 15 2} 8 167| 159

Saint Mark - - - -l| . 484) 526 at 33 4 r|- - 67 74

Saint Luke - - - - $53) 493|| 37 39} .9° 4 | 2 73} 106

. -
N?® of Proprietors - 1,067 100326) 10,460 896 | 807| 225 30 15 {1,523 |1,750

Total Amount ofSlaves, by the above Returns - -= - - -- - 20,786

 

‘Total Amount of African Slaves imported in the laft Three Years - 1,703

 

Total Amount of African Slaves who have died in Three Years = = 240 | necreatearo

Total Amount of Births from African Slaves in the Jaft Three Years -. 30

Total Amount of Deaths of other Slaves in the laft Three Years - 1,523 }!Increa’e 22

“Total Amount of Birtlis of other Slaves in the . lat Three Years - 1,750 3

Treafar Office, December 1799.
9 ” Alex Maclachlon,

Trealfurer.

119.
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(3-) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the sth January 1800.

(Cepy.)

DOMINICA.

NUMBER of SLAVES inthe Parihh of St.Luxe, taken in conformity

to the AG of this Hand, paffed the :ith Day of Ocber 1799, for

.afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c..8¢c.
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John B‘ and PierreSerrant} 100 53 9 3 ‘9 |e ete - 4 9

‘Eft’ of Adnet P..Laronde| 27 34 |- -]- -l- -l- -f- - 4 7

Francois Lallemand -  - 8 ~ ef - ~f|- -~]- -]- -] I 3

Eftate of Henry-Grove -| 52 53 ~ e-fe ale of - -fe - 8 22

Jaques Mercier - - - 2 3 2 3 2 I I 2 _

John BY Long - - - 4 6 2 2i- -/|- -]Je - 5 —

’Veive Fontaine - - - % 4 ~ wale ef - ef] - wf - -f]e - 1

‘Jofeph Bourdain - - -[ 2 3 - -]- «f- -Je -}- -]- - 1

‘Gabriel Sncock - - -| 6 9 2 ~ wle- -Je -]- -] 2 ee

“Williams Renault = -f 17 7 | - - I 1 l- -4 4 6 2

Eft® of Norbert Renault - | 28 23 - -{- o-f- -J]- -J- - 2 6

Madame Renavit - -| 4 10 I 1 |- - 2|{- - 2 —

Viétoire Manaire- - -j/'- - 2|- - ri[- -]- -]J- - 1 —

‘Benjaminde la Mar - -| 25 21 I 4/- - I ~ -J|- -! 3

‘Cavigny de ja Mar -- 45 49 f- - | 8 fe e-f- cde oe 2 13
Jean Molinie- - - -} 1 — —_ — — — — — —

Louis Peltier - - - -{} 10 3 2 2 j- -l- sale - 4 2

Jean Lyonis - --- -! 24 13 4 I ~ «f- ete e 7 2

Arthur Myler-— - -[ 24 2 - -f- -f- -]Je -fe- - 2 4

Pierre Gruaud& Mad. Granoj 21 17 6 2 I ~ e-fe = 3 1

Betty Le Brun - - - I 6 — — — — — — —

Margarite Tourtin - - I 2 — — Jf — — j— —

Etienne Bourra - - - 5 4 ~ eJe ote wate - feo 2 4 I

Louis Darroux - - - I —_ — — — — — — | —

Louis Gv Le Brun - - 6 3 2 - - I ~- -foe w]e - I

Nannette Jeannot - - 2 I L I ~ -le -]7e oe I —

Marthe Rolle- - - - 1 1 — ~ —_ — — ~ —_—

Eftate Wiliam Corlett -}) 34 23 ~ -fuw ef - fe e Je fc 4 6

Angelique - - - - I 1 - - 1 _ — — ~— —~

Carried over + -{| 456 | 398 32 28 7 4 2 62 84     
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Brought over - -' 456 | 398 32 a 4 2 62 84

Jean Jaques Le Brun - I — — ~ — — —_— — _

-Chritopher Robert - +f 57 48 2 3 ~ wfte wloig 6 15

Madame Le Roche - -i- I ~- -{- -[- -f- -f|- - 1 —.

Madame Cenecouer - -') 16 to -~ ef s- ef o -f- -f- - 1 —

Flizebeth Ceneceucr -l} = - 2 - a — — — _ _

Marie Louis Cenecouer -f -  - i - I — — — — _

Catherine Cenecouer - -  - I - + ‘1 — —_— —_ — —_

Solitude - - - = -ll- = I _~ — — —~ — _ _

Jn? B'S Bermingham- - s 6 |, 3 2{- -|. - I 1

Fffate of Deftouches - - 7 9 - «f= «Jeo -Jfuw «fe - I 4)

“Califte Serrent - - -|)- - 1 — — — — — — —

Rofette Lyonis - - - 2 3 i — — — — — —

Jean Laurent Lyoms -  - 1 |- - I _ — — _ —

Marie Lovife- - - - I 2 ~ wefe wafeo -fo «}]- w]e 2

Pierre Clarole - - - 2 3 — — — — _ _ _

Madame Peltier - - - 2 gS fe - 1 -~ ~-|- -Jfe - 1 —

‘Madelonecte Lapironee - 3 2 — — — — — — —_

| . ~
$53 | 493 37 39 9 4 2 "3 106 |

{     
Dominica, gth November 1799+

We, the Commiffioners for the Parifh of St. Luke, in the Ifland of Dominica, do

hereby certify the within to be a true and full Return, to the beft of our knowledge and

Belief.

Chriftopher Robert,

Serrant,

419.
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36 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES

 

 

(Copy.) (4.) In Mry Prefident Matfon's, of the 5th January 1800.

DOMINICA, NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Satnr Mark, taken in
conformity to the Ad ofthis, [fland, pafied the rath Day of Odtober
1769, for afcertaining the Number cf Slaves, &c. &e. &e.
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uA Ww ladrlag BL 3a 22 13 a lw § Ele 5S
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of S a isgelese oa |22 As else Fleas
, ss | & |e ee S22) 34 |Sk[2° Bids was 8

PROPRIETORS. 2 3S LB § = be 5 = s s 12 & 2 aS

|g lebeee?)2 |2* |g “| 23| 2%
Cole 14 ain s)4 |2 {3 Aa | a

| LJ « .

; :
Governor Johnftone- -| 9 Ig fe -[- =[- - -|- -]- - I
Bourdiea and Challet  -! tra rig f- - f= =F -f- ele - 18 16
Maine De Raveriere- -! 48 5 - #f- 2e]- -f- -f- - 2 10
Madame Bellot - - -| 39 57 5 - -f- -+f- -~-f[- . 7 7

Sorhaindo Duffaufay- -! 16 1 3 5 2.|- -|- - 2 7
Jofeph Luke - - - -j ut 12 2 “eg fae -e- fe -|- 4 3
Pompon Defrroulin - =!) 11 14 2J- -/- -J- -|J- - I 2

- AlexanderM-Bean - - 3 2d- -«)- -|- -J- -]- - 1 1
Madame Pacquet - -]..6 10 _ — — _ — — —
John Louis Bellot - -] 35 36 t -16 2 I}. - 7 3
Alexis Gafchet - + - 5 2 f- -[- -fe -f- -f- = 1 —
Thomas Ketel - + - 2 1 _ _ — — _— —
George Titrefil - - -| 48 Ga ff - -| t9 |- -[- -]- 61.7
Madame Fleury - - -|| 6 5 | — — — — — — —
Jean B'* Bermingham -! 27 29 B y- -fe -f- -]- <4 22 4
George Titre - - = -l 35 33 es es ss es 4

‘Pierre Titre - - - - 9 6 ~ -le w-f- «Je -f se | I 3
Robert Davis- .- - - 3. 2 _— — — — — ~ —
Pierre Carbon - - - { I — — _ — — —_—
Cicile Petit - - - -! 3 Ife. - -f- -f- -f- - 1 —
Mont Fouis Titre - -)-  - 3 _— ~ — ~— — — —
Gul? Titre - - - - I 5 ~ —_ — — — — —
Charles Melon - - ~-| (1 2 — — —~ — _ — —
Rofe Simend - - -& - 1 2 | — — —_ —_ _ _ _

Theotifte Defabaye - - I 2 t= -]- -Je -f- -]e- - 2 —
Francoiie Titre - - -/-  « 2 | — — — — — _:
Marie Louife Titre - - I 2 _ _ — ~ — —
Madame Lavrent Titre - 1 I | —_ — -— — — — —
Ju° B' Breveten - - - I — a — — — — — —
Jean Arfeme - - = - 3 1 —_ — —_ — — ~~ —
Bruno Mercier - + -j| 38 ag T- -]- -]f- -f- -]- - I 6E
Jean Jaques Ozon - - i 2 — — — — — —E
Paulin Mafficux - -  - I 3 — — —~ —~ — — |} —E
Jofeph Pacquct - - - 3 2 —_ -—— — — — — —_
Maxime Durand - - “| 1 1 — — — — — — —
Jof. Pleffineaux Fila- “-| 4 I ~ — — — — — —
Jean Marie Duray - -} - - 4 - -fe «fe ef} ee ede ek 1 —
Bouliche - - - =< . - - I — _ a —_— — — —

484 | 526 | cr | 38 4 I }- -| 67 | 74

Soufriere, 14th November 1799. Certified, Alex’ M*Bean.
Sorbaindo Duraufay,
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(5.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 5th January 1800.

DOMINICA.

NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parifh of Saint Paraicx, taken in
(Copy-)

conformity to the Aé&t of this Ifland, paffed the rith Day of October 1799,

for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.
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Bedminfter Eftate - -j| 49 ga fs ef ar [- -t- -1- -}| 8 I

James Hill - - -*-i} 2 ty gle - 1 f- -'- «fe | 3

Tavernier Lafond - -|1 50 37 | 6 5 tje «t- «le = 8

Ellie Lafond - - - - 4 gs ye - 2 — a — —_

Frefus Lafond - = - I — | — ~ _ — — — —

John Beauclair - - - 2 _ —_ _ —_— — — —. —

. Elizabeth Lafond  - -])- - 2 1- - 1 -- — — _ —

Nicholas Solange-  - - I 2i— _— — — — —_ —

Barbe Juftin - - - - 2 gz d- -f- -f- -f- -]- cle - 1

Mr. Deifol - - - - 4 5 —_ — — — — — —

Mr. Dahfonfey - - - I 1 _ — — —_ — —_ —

Cafamire Baron - - - 6 rn fe - I _- - — _ t

Mr. Rrafle - - - + 5 4 - - I — — — 3 2

Patrice - - © -ll- = 2 - - 1 — — —~ — —_

John Montgomery - -]} 21 25 2 I — — ~ 7 7

Paviniere- - - - <j} 1 12 5 3 3 4- -l- - I 1

Compay Gofhatd - -|) 7 9 r{- -f- -]f-e -]- -jJe - 2

Choliet and Bourdieu = -|} 65 54 & wt 2 I 23 6.

Nathanicl Biake - - -|) 4° 2.3 J fo —_— — _—

John B.Grggoa - ---}- - rie - 1 — a — _

Pierre Gally --- ---} § 3 te -fe -d- cde cde cde 1

Pierre Pagefy- - + -|} 8 7 We -fe efe eter cae et 7 —

Neifon’s Reft Eftate- -]) 46 o8 f- -fe -]- -1- -le- - 3 3

Stowe Eftate -. - - -i) 64 62 ~ wafe -fe -]- -fe - 8 9.

John P. Teinefs - - 1 4 —_— —_ _ — —_ — —

Monimia Philip - - -f- - 1 _— — — _ — ~— _

Mitcham Eilate - - -f} 100 | 109 f- -}e -yr 7 -|- -{ 18 19

Alex' Coldftreaam- -  - 2 2 _ _ - —-.{- _ _—

Louis Dubuc - - = - 6 7 - «te -[- ef -#]- -le - 2

Frederick ij ubuc- - - 6 6 —_ a — _ —_ — —

Adrian Dubuc - + -ff It ll ~ ale «fe «fe c-]e - 4 4

‘Margatha Dubuc- - - 2 7 |- -|- e -f- ede ele - 3

John Watfon- - - - I 1 ~ «fe rr 1 i

Brunie- - © - = -J- -: 3 — — — — — — _

Carried over = -] 482 | 481 26 43 5 2. I 83 82
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33 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.
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roughtever + -|| 482 | 481 26 43° 5 2 |. 83 82

Gatton Eflate - - - q7 8Srii- -J- -|- -le- -f- - 23 iI

Simon Frater- - - > 53 gati- -|- -f- -yrocf-e oct Fe 6

John B. Chopin - - - 12 44 — _ _ — — —_ —_

Fabre and Brunie- - ~ 9 gi- -|- -|- -}- cle > I 2

William Pagan - - - 5, — — — — — — —

William Falfide - - - 7 gi- -b- -f- ct cde cde I

William Oliver - - - 8 gi- -|- -|- -|rocde 7? 1 I

William Milne - - - at— —_— — — —_ —_ — —

Hugh M‘Pherfon and C*; -— - if — — — — — — —

Hugh M‘Pherfon - -{- - I — —_ — — — — —

John F. Bermingham= - 65 54 2 2{t- -l- -/- -]|] 18 10

Mary Nock - - - “Ile - rf — —_— _— — — — a

Rofeanna- - - 7 Prt 2) — — — ~ — ~ =

Eliz. Noyce - oe I rf — — —_— _ ~— — _

Lefie- - - 2 7 ope 4at- -f- -f- cf- <tr cdr 7 I

Francois Bogard - - - 8 g3l- ede cde rye octe - - I

Bagatelle Eftate - - -|| 34 gol- -|- -|- cfr cto 3 3

Eneas - - - 7 7 7 I 2) -- _ _ — — oe _

Anthony Bertrand - - 59 57 3 ~ cle aldee ate 7 It

Peter Dubocq - ~_ 7] 80 qi I 6 tte ed- -]-9 14

Louis M. Sorhaindo, fen.) 142 9? 7 5 4 |l- -le - 5 16

Louis Jof. Sorhaindo, jun. 6 3 ~— — —_— __ _ _ __

Eftate of Mrs. Rerriart -[ 34 qifie ete ete -b- fe - 2 _

Andre Botro - - - “| 8 9}- - 4 4 — _— _ —

Jean Daroux, freeman - | 5 12 oe — — — _—_ _ _

Raymond Mercier - +} 4 gle -t-e -de cle cde oo I —_

Minors Larond - - - 20 i - -t- -fe oe] ele - I —

Peter Galily - - 7 7° st 42 — _ ad — — ~— —

Pierre Gruaud, jun. and C° 12 6 2 — _ — — — _

George and Louis Botro 28 24 4at- -fe cde cfr oe I _

jee"Letebre andChildien 16 20 — —_ _ _ _ _ _

Minors Cannonville -— - 18 16 3 }- -fe cde ocdeot 2 —

J. Jaques Lavenaire, F.M. 1 2 I - - I — _ — —

er |eee

1,239 | 1,138 | 49 60 15 2 1 1 167 [ 159            
   

Number of Slaves in the Eaft Divifion of the Parith of St. Patrick, taken in conformity to an

A& paffed the 11th day of O “ober, for afcertaining the number of Slaves in this Iland, and fuch

Slaves as may have been imported from Africa within Three Years laft paft, &. &c. &c. And

we the Commiffioners appointed for this DiviGon make the prefent Return at Pojnt Mulatre, the

14th November 1799. Pierre Dubocg, Comm’.
Anthony Bertrand, Comm’.

We do certify this to be a correét Account ofSlaves. Sworn to before us, agreeable to the Summons,
Fames Hill
Fames Douglas. -
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DOMINICA, 39E
 

(6.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the sth January 1800.

DOMINICA.

(Copy.) NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parifi of S.int Davip, taken in con.

formity to the Act of this Mand, pafied the iith day of O@cber 1799, for

afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. 8c. ac.
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Caftle Bruce Eftate ~ -# 3138 | 133 7 4 }- -,- =]. =] 26 34

Richmond Eftate - 13.t

“
J o
o

~ n
N Cn

s
g t ' ’ t 4 ‘ w
w

B
o

Laing and Derigny - i 4 7 2 3 i- -|- -t--- 2 3

Rofalie Eftate - - -} ri8 [orang i- -}- -J|- -[-+ -]- -] 18 19 |

CharlesBertrand - - -t 68 s3u- -te -f-.-]- -]- = 4 9.

Mrs, Dinglebern =- t

> p

a a ' t 1 ‘ ' ’ ' 4 ' ’ rX)

Bertie Enturfle” - -- 14 Sie -'- ebe ele -]- ‘. 2 3

 

424| 394) ts [ tH [> rie cpt 75 | 83          
 

We do.certify the above co be a jai Return given in to us for the Panth of St. David,
November 16th, 1779.

. Louis D’Origny,

Faines Bi uces



154

E 4o SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

 

(7.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’sof the sth January 1800.

  

 

 

(Copy.)

DOMINICA.

NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parifh of Saint Anperew, taken in

conformity to the Act of this IfMand, paffed the 11th Day of OGober 1799,
for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c, &c.

ode els £12 |, |& 3
a \£dejese| > 2 [2 g| 25) £.

3 O jee fleeeb) § Seis EF) 28] we
NAMES 5 2 8 Ee ze ag | ae |3 Sie sejsee

fq ‘3S Ss > & |° « 3
BS | § (SSelsze Se | Leis Size FasePROPRIETORS. ~ | 5 |sSele83) 2 pi |S F/4ce/4 32

: $3 | € le@eziee2|4 |€7|4 8) 33] €5
be K s-7 6/E8.58) § 2 gs o AS)

42 3/2 B12 a |z A |
« on . :

Mrs. Nibbs - - - -f 32 Bile - S$ je -le -fe-oe 3 10

Hatton Garden - - -| 81 103 | 10 13 |- -Je efe -] 20 13

Jofeph Burton - - - 3 4 |e -f- ee -f- -fe - 1 —

Sally, a free Woman - i 3 1 24- -!t- -|- - 1 1
Madame Marifhal - - 3 4 fe -te -f- -f- -f- -]fe- - I
Melvill Hall - - - - 95 go 8 2 - -ltle -f- - 19 16

Vauxhall Efate - - -j) 17 14 4 3 - - 1 {- -f- « 4”

‘Londonderry Effate - -j) 113° | 100 3 7 Iie et- -f 12 12
John Gay Morfon - - 2 —_ —_ — — -_- — — —

Eliza Morfon - = - 5 3 — — — — ~— —~}—

Margaret Morfon - -- - | 2 ~~ — — — _~ —};—
Mons’ LuginanGoulain-|) - -} 1 — _ — — _ m— |—E
Harry Tillot - - - - a4 orfe -f- -f- ef- -y- -f- - 1
Baptifte Meffe, Freeman - I 2 _ _— _ — — _ —~
Jolin Powell - - - -l| 35 wo fe -f- -f- «]- -J- - 3 3
Robert Aberdeen - -|} 32 Bi fe -f- -fe -fe ade - 2 5
Gilbert M‘Pherfon - - 2 2 |- -|- -f- -f- -f- -]- -] 4
Cha:les,a Freeman - +f -— - 1 _ _ — —_— ~ a ae
James Morfon - - -f 93 30 Je =[- -f-e -fe «de - I 5
Blenheim Eftate - - -l 40 29 12 33 2 |- -f- -£F 2 8
Pat.B. Moore - © -4 34 25 = - - ~- - - oy - - a 2 7

_ Abraham Whiteaker -j|) 18 9 |- - r |- -l- -]- - 3 3
Hampftead Eftate - -f 42 438 |- -/- -[- -]- -]- - 3 5
Nicole BontfF - - - 3 2te- -]- -[- -j- -]- - 2 —

Lawrence Boenuff - -f-  . 2 — _ — — _ — —
Bernard Balle - - -1 4 Tie -[- -f- -f- -qJ- -fe- - 3
Charies Fr. Berlet - -f 12 3 ado “be -f- -f- -d- - 3
John Fournet - - - 4 4 3 I I 1 1 to —
Michelle Marie - © -f 4 5 1 1 I - -fe -Je - i
Louis BurtliF - - - - 2 — — — —_ — —~j— —_
Poport Marie - - - -f 3 3 2 [+ -f- -]- -f-o -~f- - I
Jofeph Fournet - - -] 5 5 2|- -lf- -f- -f- -~f- - I

1

Carried over - -; 617 6Sy 48 48 5 2 1 62 104         



 

155

 

  

            

DOMINICA. 4r E,

3 8 Ss. g 8 « g 2 s a 3 ”

NAMES a e fegeisg ele. | SE 1s S151.28
3 < feetlseh| 22 | ea le gizgtlf ea

of 2 [2 |2fe\é£2) 22 |2 [a*slesziea2
PROPRIETORS. s Ss |Sejse2)c2 | 22s sles elas B

F 2 (22 e/8 ge) 8 25/3 | 25) 23
eB | & |e83188 8] ¢ s |# @| g°| 37

4 E\4 214 a Zz a a

Brought over - - 617 | 659 48 48 5 2 I 62 | 104

Jn® B'* De Bois - -. - 1 3 i- -}- -|- -[- -]- -]- - 3
Eftate of Claud Royer -|} 10 9 2 2 ri- -|- - 1 3
Tom Charles Royer- - 6 6 I I - -|- -f- -f- « I

- George Bruman - - -{} 14 Io ls - 1 |- -|- -J- - 2 1
Jn? BY Royer - - -[ 33 20 2 2 ]- -=]- ef- -fe - 3
Michael Royer - -, -|| 12 6 2 |- -|-e -f- -}- -]- - I
Eft* Letaing Bruman -] 18 20 le -]- -]- -]e e-f- - 5 4
PoliteFournet - - 4 6 te -}- -fo2 -f- -f- -fe - 2
Jofeph Auguftine - -{ 13 18 rfl- -j]- «f- -f- - 5
Madame Le Roux - - 5 | - w= fe wate ef - - fe 1 4
Pierre Letang - - -l- - 4 — — — — _ — —.
Nancy Melvill - - - 2 3 rf- -}|- ef- -]f- - r | 4
Mary Byron - - - - 1 I I — — _— ~ — —_
Francois M. Mourillon -]} 36 26 - «fs «fe -f- -je - 6 7
‘Etienne Laville - - -|| 19 4 lle -]J- -]}- -J- -]- -]- - 2
Madame Le Blanc - -i| 24 35 le -f- -]- -J- -|e- - 4 q
Francois Byron - - -j- = 2. - I — _ —_ — —
Jean Rhine - ~- - - 1 — — —_ — — — _ —_
Maria Sufannah - - -|) - - 1 - - I — — _— — —
Thomas Vidall - - -|| 19 18 2 2}f- -|[- -]J- - 2 3
Charles Letang - ~- -- + 4H- - 2 — — _ — —
Pierre Loyer - ~- - + I —_ _ — — —_ — — —
J. B. Manet De Bois -j - - I —_ — — — — — ~

836 | 877 60 60 6 2 I 89 | 151

   

Dominica, November 7th 1799.

Wehereby declare, That the above Return comprizes all the Slaves in the Parith of

Saint Andrew, and that the fame was taken by us under Oath of the refpective

Proprietors or their Reprefentatives.

119

Fofeph Burton,

Thomas Simpfon,

Hugh Gould,

Pat. B. Moore,

Commiffioners.
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E. 42 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

(8.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s ofthe sth January 1800.

(Copy-) :
DOMINICA.

NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint Joun, taken in
conformity to the Act of this IMand, paffed the 11th Day of October 1799,

for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c, &c. &c.
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Robert Seaman - - 41 48 - -{-) -]- -]- -]- -]e- - 3

John Wilbraham - - 1 ate -l- «]- «fe -J[- =: I —

Bruno Marceau - - -|} 29 23 10 I es 6 3

Edward Kendric  - - 2 I — — — — — — —

Frances Hodnet - - -| 29 22 ~ -f- wf -fo wfe efe- - 5

Thomas Hunt - - -| 82 WO - -]- -f- -J}= ef - =| 33 20
John Trotter - - -il 16 24 - + 2s]- -Jf- -f- = 2 3

Elizabeth Wallace - - 3 5 - ef e wt e -fo -foe -fe e I

Nancy Simpfon - - -] - I — —_ — _ — — —
Jofeph Bruffault ~ - -] 13 8 I 1 ~ -f- -[- of] - « 2

Marie Mad'* Houtche - I 3 - -|- -l- -]- -]- -f- - I

Jacque Etienne Micheneau - 5 2 - . I - «fe ef- - 2 —_

Jean B’ Girault - - - 7 8 _ — —_ — — _ —_
Jean Tigar - - - -l| 10 1S rf- -]|- -f- -1- -fe - 2
Jos. Malagsamba - - - 6 6 |e -]- «]- -f- -J- -f- - I
Eaftmond Gillitle - -] 10 19 9 io le ef] - -]- - 2 2

Mary White - - - -|- - 1 ~ ele ef es af ote fg I —

Jofeph Trocard - - -]| 22 a3 t- -J|- -[- -]- -]- - 3 1
Guil™ Rabais ~- - - I 2 — — — — — — _

‘W" Thornton Aftell - -] 57 6o f- -J- -]- -f- -f- | 3 I
Eftate of Caftang - -| 23 1 |- -}f- -J- -]- -]fe - 4 2

. Eftate of EuftacheTrocard 2 6 - -}fo ete ef e- -fe I —_
Robert Bell - - + -} 27 18 2 4 I I ~ 7 4

- Guil™ Bonet - - - - 3 3 4e- - I — — — — —
Jn° B'* Bruman - - -]| 18 4. -|- -J- -]- -]- - I 2
Guil™ Dupuis - - - 1 2 — — — — — —_ |—
Maximine Babin - - 2 3 - - I — —_— — _— —

Jofeph Ducray - - - 7 9 1 2|- - -|- «fe - 1
Eftate of George Horne 40 33 - ef- «fe -]f- -J- - 2 2

Hermitage Eftate - -|} 42 4o f- -}- -|- -f- -]e - 2 5
Jn° BY’ Belhumer - - 1 2 1 1 /- 1 — — —

Mount Morfon - - -f} 28 25 - «fe fe -~ «|e « I I

Carried over - -]1 529 | 556 25 24. I 2{- -| 51 62          
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é g fs f/8 g 4 4 |g z s

a eole & & > os |% 2 “ 2

NAMES s | 2 (PSS|S<6) aul aale Segeltze
= ej es | £2 |¥ 53/8 Se

of s | 2 |2£2\f22| 82) #2 |g=slesileeaom ww 2 a, -~ = 7

PROPRIETORS. S | gs TeesltBel sf) sh)s sizes vizs 2
| = Wakeiges] 8 | 2218 8] 23] 23

E o |s88ieags! & 5 6 @| €7) £7
Po gia Ela | 4 ja A | ®

es oy

Brought over - -|| 529 | 556 25 24 I @ |---| 51 62

Sugar Loaf Eftate - -| 112 97 ll- -t- -l- -|- -]- -| gt] 32
Henry Froft - - - - 8 I 7 _ —_ — — —| -oo

Germain Ducray - -| 3 I 3 I — — — — —
Francis Lorial - - -j} 4 S$ ie ete - fe ede -]- ete 2

James Smith - - - - 2 5 2 2 —_ — — — —_

William Wilbraham - -]| 23 26 le - r |= -|- -]Je - 1 I
Jn’ BY’ Le Corritre - - 7 14 Hl- -f- -]- -f- -]- -]- - 5

Garnier Le Corritre - - 6 4 |- <2 -f- -]- -te -te - 2

Teile LeCorritre - - I 3 _ — — — ~= — —

George Metcalf = - -j| 64 go a Ir f- -|e e-f- - 8 4

Mount Alleyn - + -|) 465 37 le -]- -1- -]- -le- - 1 3

William Lee - - - -j| 68 63 T- -[- -[- -]- -]- = 3 5

Louis P.Chille - - - 3 I a _— _ —_ — — —

‘Pierre Smith - - - - 1 2 - «fe -fs -fe -foe - I —

Town of Portfmouth.

Margaret Brett - - -j)- - 4e- -jle -te -f[- -f- - 1 —_

Urfule Le Trange - -| 4 io f- -}- -]- -] - -]e - I 3

Hannah Barry - - -[- - ai- -{- -j- -J- -f- - 3 1

Robert Bates- - - -}| 4 6 3 2}- elf- -]- - 1 2
FrancisGourde - - - 5 6 _— _ _ — _ — —

Jennv Morfon -~ - -j}-) - 2 ||- - 1 — ~~ _ — —

Leonard Ducray- - - 2 3 t 1 j- -f- -f- -l- - I

Prifcella Simpfon - -j - - I _ — _— — —_ — —

Coulfon Moore - - - I I I ri— _ — _ —

Lucy Kenric - - - -| 2 1 fi- -J;- <«J- -]- -]- - 2 —

George Kiflack - - - afi- -f- -J- -]- -l- «Je - I —

William M‘Tigue .-- - 1 I I I — - _— _ _
Jenny Dorfet- - = -J- - I - = 1 —_ — — —_ —

William Car - - - -/- - 3 - + — — — — —

Jean Louis Le Sieur - - 6 1 - -}- -[- -}]- -[- - 2 _—

Cloe Younger - - -iie- - 1 - - 1 —_ — —_— —. —_

903 | 908 56 49 I -2 |- =} 107 | 123           
 

- ‘We, whofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed, being the Commiffioners named in the. before-men-

tioned A, for taking the Lift of Staves in the Parifh of Saint Joun, do hereby certify, That the

foregoing is a correct Lift of the Slaves in the faid Parith, delivered in to us upon Oath by the
refpective Proprietors, or where abfent, their Attornies or Managers.

Given under our hands the fixteenth day of November One thoufand feven

hundred and ninety-nine, and in the fortieth Year ofHis Majefty’s Reign, ©

Fobn Trotter. W Wilbrabam. Robert Bell.
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E, 44

(9.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the sth January 1800.

(Copy.) DOMINICA.

NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint Peter, taken in
conformity to the A& of this Ifland, paffed the 11th day of Oétober
1799, for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.

. ils gle $a le« (2 3
i & Sele owl Fe ‘3 eS 4 2 2

ov a | 2 JEeelse8] 22] 22je _gleze/eee
of s 2 (Ses(222| $2] as Scelecsé B23.

. S i sy 5 sys a % S5IS ISSoo 3tg
PROPRIETORS, 6 ‘ss |igSH/S82) 2| seo B/* 2 214 So 8= os 2 gle 2 oo) Qa |s 6 65 ss

3 3 Geslee sl 2 & 2 2 a Z.3
& 3 3.80/55] & g 3 ia

ela" sl2" 3] 2 a |3 A

Bouche, Widow - - -} 13 6 f- -}- -|- -Jfe -{[- 3 2
Main Nicola, Widow -| 3 3 lle -|- -{- - -|[- - + I
Beech, Thomas - - -| 23 24 1 $5 |e -~ -]f- = 3 3
Pepe - - - - - - t I I I —| — — — —
Morelle, Widow- - - 2 ro |- -]- -f- -f- -f. - 2 4
Byrne, John, his Eftate -| 30 35 4 9 1 I I 3 3
Margaret - - = - - - 2 - ef- ef - -f- -f- -~]- . 1
Roques, Jean- - -| 39 35 -}- -]- -]- -][- I 13
Boutour, Gilbert - - -]) a7 14 -f- -]- -f- -}. -f]- . I
Boutour’s Fftate - - -| 25 31 - -f- =] «fe -feo . 9 6
Regnault, Nicola-+ - - I — — — —_ — — — -—
Bellair, Motard - - -f 37 35 S$ fe -fe -fe -]- - 120 8
Marceau, Bruno - - -/ 3 32 8 4 |- -J- -]e- -~ 8 7
Voizelle, Elizabeth - -] 14 1 ff- -]- -]f- -]- -]- - 1 2
Delanny, Jaques - - - 6 3 ~ ele ofe cde ec - 5 —E
L’Angley, J. Bee - - -] 22 29 |_- - 2|-+ -J- - - 7 8
Souqual, Louis - -| 1 ee ee
Blanchet, Min’ - - | I 4 — —_ —_— — _. — _
Marcelot. Jofeph- - - 7 | 10 1 4 1- -]- -fe - I 1
Schmit, Jean'- - - -f 27 19 3 4- -fe - ele « 2 oE
Taillendier,L.the younger - 3 - -f- -f- -]- -f- -]- - 1
Foy, Widow - - - -l 33 2 10 1 rofe -[- -] 4 4
Weth, Martial - - -l| 39 36 ~ #=fe «fe cf - -feo . 3 3
Raby, Jofeph- - - - i I — — —~ — {-— — —_—
St. Ville, Gilbert - = -|| 19 Zoif- -=f- -|- -f- -f- oe 1 5

. Berfagee, Widow- - - 17 16 - w]e af oe ocfe wf e . 1 3
Briolland, Renault - = - 9 9 - wfe wa} e w]e of eo . 2 3
Vergee, Jofeph - - - 1 |- _ — ~ _— — — —E
Motard, Pierre - - - 6 10 — | — — _ — — —_—
Pezeron, Widow- - - 2 4 ~ efe ef - of e wade cte . i
Micheneau, J. Jaques -!) 13 14 ~ -fs -]e. af e oafe a. 2. 4
Houelche Modefte, dec? 7 9 - @f[- awfe wale we cfen . 4
Milard, Leger - - - I |- - -J- =f. -]- -]- -1]- -| cE
Tallandier, Pierre - - 3 3 — —_ —_ — — — —
Fanconier, Frs, jun. = - -|- - - I — — — —_ —

Carried over - -| 453] 455 33 27 2 4 I 63 96
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ee — an

. a n aio & a Z “

A | 4 [esbesil? [seis 2] 23,23
Names a] 2 [236!sec] 22 | 24la Sleselsge

of S| 3 |222|228| 29 | ay(2% e125 2/224
Ge am jovelspe| >a (sb 12 S15 Shia

PROPRIETORS. < Ss |stzl,ez| $2 |, sh 18: 2i48 2452
8 g (eeei2 $3) 3 ee |3 6] 23] 23
B 2 3.88/§8 5] 8 3 g < $° =O

Be Zz 3 z 3 3 Zz 3. A =)

Brought over - -l1 453 | 455 | -33 | .27 2 I 1 | 63 | 96
Brulicau, Widow - -j) 17 7 /- -f- -]- -]- -[- - 4 3

Bioche, John BY - - -}) 4 3 _ ~— — — — ~~ —E

De Vallons, Beautour, Eft’|| 22 24 aj|- - 1 l- -l- - 9 2

Dupare, Coupee - + - 1 _ — jf _ _ — — —~E

Taillardier, Louis, - - 4 1 - ele -[- ete -fe offs - 1

Serafine, free Negrefs -|- - 3 — |— — — — |— —_
Norman, Made Efte - - 8 I ~locndue eofe - fo ce - 2

Grare, Jacob - - - - I 3 - -|- -|- -l- -Jd- -[- - 2

Pichaud, Widow- - -] 7 7 We wje ele -f- -]fe -fe - I

Garnier, Widow - - - 2 + —_ _ — —~ —_ — —

Chavaroche, Lovis - - I — — — — — — —_~ —

Fauconier, Charles - - 3 Ze -|- -f- -f- -f[- - I —

Bourgois, Marie Agnes -| = -| 1 _ _ — — — — —
Rachel, a free Negrefs -|- = I —_ ~ — _~ — — —

Rozey, Pierre - - =| 16 a8 ji- - r |e #«f- -]fe - 6 2

Blondel, Ann- - - - 2 2 — — _ —_ _ _ _

‘Blondel, Zabet - - -- = 2 ~ —_ — —_— — — —_—

Vachee, Hillaire - - -} § 6 ji- -l- = e[- -fe- w]e - 2

-Grano, Jofeph - - - 7 8 jl--- -|- -f- «]f-°9 -]- - I

Toureau, Bernardine- - I 2 - - ~le «fe -]e fe I —

‘Vachee, Lovis - - - 3 2 — _ — — — |

Grare, Pierre - - = - 2 I — — — —_ —_ — —

Cafert, Stephen - - -| = - I _ _ —_— _ — — —E

Carell, George - - - 2 4 He ef- ele -]f- -de- ete - I

Wachee, Marie - = - I a _ _ _ — — — | =

Greffe, Jaques - - -| 8 6 - -J- -J- -f- - -|- -| (2

Dourneaux,Jofeph - -] 8 12 || - - ~- w-l- -f- -]- - sE

Blanchet, Francois + -j- - rhe efe ef -}- -de - 3 —

Chaporie - - - - - 2 2 — _ _ _ _ _ —_

Romaine, Romaine - - 61-6 Wa w~fe -=f-- -f- -f- -fe - 2

Verve, Regadone - - 3 5 ile - ef-s ]f2 fe. eye e 2

Melfe, Uriule - > - - I I — ~_ — —_— —_— _ —.

Blondel, Marie Ann - - 4 1 1 _~ _ — — —_ —

Pachquel, Mrs. = = - 8 4 -- ~_ —_ —_ — —_ —

Milliad, Widow - - - 3 I — -_ _ —_ _~ _ _

Euphrazine - - - -| I 3 _ _ — je _— —_ _
Delome and Menain, Widows} 12 | 33 ~ ef, ete ew f4 -]- a I

Main, Mrs. and Dan. Pacquet 5 8 - ef- -f[- -f-  -]e - - I

Blondel, Mary Jofeph -] - - ‘. — ~ _— _— _— ~_ _

Marceau, Mary Jofeph -| - - 2 ~ =f ef- -fe -J- ef & I

Foy, Mad'* - - - - 7 21 - 4 |e -J- - -|. 6 4

Elizabeth, a free Woman!) 2 aie -le -J- -]- «fe ef- - 2E

Antoine, a free Negroe -| 2 4 _ _ —_ _ _ _ _

Carried over - -| 634 | 673 36 | 42 3 I I oq | 138
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files 2 ° 3
° “” «1 3s ao a c * ”

. 2 voavls ,¥v oO dé é oO o

un oe |odilsael s si ls alesis ss.
NAMES ” a |Sse|2t6] oy] 28 |g wloia|eea

< e el = oO] - os 2

of 2 | 2 |322/282) 29| 2e[Essjeeiies4
2] 2 |saslgeg2l sa] 2a|S flaszl4se

PROPRIETORS. s «= fsselCEE! - 5213 62\45 8

a ea Bea ul se & |) o 2. os 6s as e§

3 g ee zl2¢eo| 8 £ 2 $ 2 2g

= 3 3 = B)EAa| §€ 3 a= & &

in g|2 | 2 Z a a

Brought over - ~| 634 673 36 42 3 I I 94 | 138

€orpel, Gardee - - “] 32 ag |- cle cde ctr cde 7 4 16

Long, Mrs. - = 7 7H OT zie ete cfr otter tyr te 1

Parfonage, Widow - -} 12 11 1 — — — —_— _ —

Perrier, Emelie - - - I _— — —_ — —_ — — ~—

Lambert, Judie -. - -P- -|- 7 i> 7 2 — — _ _

Perrier, Mons’ - = ~ 16 10 rile -l- -l-e ef- cle ot 6

Rofalie - - - 7 7 I ze cb cde cde tpt ty 2

Blanchet, John B® - - 1 I — — _ — — a

Pezeron, Md. Nicola - 2 6 - - 2 — _ — — —

Marie, Lovie - - -}- - I - = I — — — — —

Delanny, Widow - -| 3 ade -l-e cde cde cis 2 ok

Catois, Monville- - -l| 3 | ee ce ie iE

Melville, John - - - rl- c-lle - 1 — — — — _—

Dournaux, J.Je- -t- 2 5s W- -l- -le cde cde 7 2 aE

Robin, J. Bt, Eftate of -| 17- 13 1 rie «le «de - 2 4

Fermin, a free Negro - I 2 _— — — —_ —_ —

Blondel, Sufan - - - 1 6 le -le -t- -f- -f- octet I

Jean Boidore, a free Negro 1 I 1 _— _ — — —_ —

Robin, Moudifir - - -j 16 22 rile e;- -l- ef- 7 1 1

Dubuc, J.B. Maurice -] 33 27 r le -l- -le -f- - I 7

Blondel, Bazil - - cl - - 1 — — —_ _ —_ —_ —_

Vachee, Polone - ~ - 3 3 ~ els =-f- -]e =e = I 2

Vachee, Theolifte - -| 4 3 — —_ — — — —_ —

Parilion, Jean - - - 7 1 — — — —_— — — _

Bourgois, Widow - - X 4 ie -l- che? ~ -fe -le - I

Rainy, Thomas - - -} 76 a ee ee ee 3 3

Labadie, Benoit - - -f| 10 12 ~ cle af- =e -fe - 2 4

Celefte, Vachee - - - 8 8 es ee ee ee 2 2

Millard, Marie Urfule  - 2 on be -l- -|- -f- cde cle 4

899 | 939 || 42 | 49 3 1 1 | 1314 | 195

 

We do hereby certify,

conformity to the A& for afcertaining the Number of Slaves,

Witnefs our hands this twelfth Day of November 1799-

Thomas Beech,

Fofeph Grano.

That the foregoing Lift or Enumeration of Slaves was made in

&c. &c..
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(10.) In Mr. Prefident Matfon’s of the 5th January 18c0,

 

  
   

  

(Copy.)
DOMINICA.

NUMBER of SLAVES in the Parith of Saint Joszps, taken in
conformity to the Act of this Mand, pafled the 11th Cay ofOGober 1799,
for afcertaining the Numberof Slaves, &c. &c. &c.

e « ° a

: é js .e{/% .5] = 4 g 1 3 ”
8 2 liz Sm/2 5m] 2 $8 ia xf #5] &

a | 6 W@esl=es) § 12 |g Elez)ag
I ® | $ |Stél2fél 2s | 22. leg als sdyses
NAMES 2 | 3 |382(i22| 83 | Se [es 22S 2/424

of = G Wssel=s2l ee] e828 |Q SIS=SI8a4S
Se few . 2 Fils vB oa 05 lw z5 °1Z% =

PROPRIETORS. < & 3 5 = . § = 5 5 = ° £ 25 “o@

3 8 |eerl2es| & a7 |2 S| Sel £3
B ¢ 32s/e"8) 3 s. |e | 8 23-

be a 2 3 3 A z, 2 1 a a

John Mair - - + - 79 70 5 6 |- -f- -l- - 1 47 9

James Hudfon - - -| a1 4 - -|- -]- -J- -Je- - I 4

Jn? BY Motard - - - 7 6 - -]- ~ w=fe ef - of e - 3

Roger Belair - - =~ -l| 5 8 fle -|- -f- -[- -f- -fe- - 3

Brades and Henderfon -]| 20 23 3 24- -l- -Je - 11 4

Jofeph Efcabafle+- - - 7 6 |l- -J- -f- -|- -J- - 1 2

Pierre Lamothe - = -|| 22 20 2]- -|- -]-° -le - 1|—

Danglade Defonrofe - -| 4 2 _ —_ _ _— —_— _ —

John Pero - - - -i} 22 a4 |}- -|- -|[- - -|- - 4 7

Antoine Vidal - - -f| 18 11 a - - - I —_

Francois Vidal - - =| 17 19” 3 t- -l- -f- - 6. 3

Jofeph Marflotte- = -) 1 _ _ _ _ — — — —

Mons’ Lefangles - - -} 8 4 2 3 2 — _ —};—

Mons’ Rodet-- - - -j} 39 ae |i- -fe -f-= -f- -]- - 3 3

M. Marefchal - - -) 1 1 ||- - ~-l- -]-e -]- -] 1. I

Mons’ Riverre - - -l) 25 | 17 4 al- -]|- -j- -] .2 4

Douvoure Belgents - -j/ 28 Tele ete -fe ede ede. 2 3

Mons’ Pineau- - = -|| 4 1 — _ _ —_ — _ —E

Mons’ Letrotte - - - 1 3 I — _— — — _— —

Robert Reid - - - -|} 43 3° 3 I r{- -l- - 4 3

John Spencer- - - - 5 4 2 1 - + -|- I I

Daniel Kirbey - - - i : _ _ _ —_ — —~ _

John Arthur - - - -j| 10 5 7 5 I — — — _

Clark, Townfonand Laing]! 66 87 9 13 gs [- -]- -] 22 7

Robinfon and Metcalf -]| 23 ee re 7 9

Greffant and Motard- -|} 16 at - 2{- - -]f- -]- - 3

J.G.Blanc - - - -}} 33 34 te -f- -f- - -/- - 1} 7

Peter Wall - - - - 2 2 I i —~ —_ — —

Francois Valley - - - I _ —_ — — —_ — — _

Jofeph Burton, jun’ - -|| - 1 - - I _ — _ _—

Madame Roger - = -|} 19 22 3 Z4- “ele cde > 2 3

Madame Moura - - -|) 52 g8 We -f- cto tte tye of of 25

Madame La Roque - -|| 14 1s }- -f- -f- cfr cle octet 4

Mary Powell- - = -j| 63 67 fe -fe ef- ctr ordre 9 17

Madame M. Robin - -i} 19 -}| 20 = che cfr cht tyr 7 1 I

Carried over - -=|| 659 | 658 45 40 g9 |- -{- =| 99 | ¥26              
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E.48 SLAVE TRADE=~WEST INDIES.
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NAMES “ 2 at 236 w= | 2% | Elegt|s2%
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v s | & PPiseels2/Sefe FleseizeePROPRIETORS. S 3B sst]e ee] s Be (fF tlt ee Se
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. ‘Brought over - -| 659 | 658 | 45 40 9 |- -7- -1 99 | 126

Madame Vidal - - -i 40 4t - - -f- =f- -]e - 4 5

Mad. Rodet, Jun" - -j = § 3 4- cf- ede ete cde ede es 3
Mad. Donel - - - - 1 _ _ _ _ —_ -- — o-—

Mrs.Greg - e 2 «= 74 59 . ej ej- - - - - 15 2

York Valley Eftate - -] 58 58 ~ -f- -]- e]- -}- -] 6 9
Heirs of Miller - - 36 39 Peo Otte ode de Ute 7 6
Pierre Payard - - -f) 7 3.,— _ — — _ — —

‘John H. Henderfon - -i} - - 1 —_ — — — _ ~~ —

Elizabeth Henderfon - 1 ai- -j- - -[- -[/[- -]- - I
Eftate of Farquharfon -| 16 4 |- -|- ~- -[- -J]e -]- - 2
Antoine Gibbon - - -/ 14 | | 5 10 I el- -]- -fe- = 2
Lewis Gibbon - “- -f 14 5 7 \- - -|- -|- - 2 —
‘Baptifte Le Grand - - Ij- - I _ _ _ —_— ~~ —
Jack Walfhh - - + -[- - 1 |- - I _ — — _~ —

Luke - - - - - -f 9g we cf- ef - =e -f- -]e- - 3
Jn’ Ch’ Godah - - of f§ 2 2 — — — _— — —
Toutfaint- - - - - { 3 4- - I}. - am fe —
Hilaire Dupuney - - -| = § I rte -];- -]|- e-f- - 1 1
Jo’ BY’ Pierrier - - -| 3 1 2i- -| — |e -fe- - I I

‘Pierre Pierrier - - -}} 1 4 — — — ~ — ~ —
Charles Gardie - - -| 7 5 5 4 }- - 3 I — —
Charles Chriftian- - - 4 3 3 1 f- -J;- -f- -jJe - 1

Roufe- - - - - -f 2 2 — _ _ _ —_ _ _
Laurent - - - - - 6 9 2)y- -f- -|- -]- = I I
Robertine- - - - - 1 ~ — — —_ — — _ —

- Therefe Perrong= - -] - ~- r|- - I — — — — —_

Agatha - - - - -j- - I — — — ~ — —_ —
Nancy Pineau - - - I i _ — _ — -— — _
Lhzabech - == = = « 2 3 2 3 —_ — —_ — —

Genevieve- - - = -|- - I - « I — — —_ —_ _

Gertrude - - + - «| - - 3 1- - roye ele ele . I —

Marianne Meltz - - -f- - 1 — — — —_ — — —

Therefe - - - «- - 4 ” I — _— — _ _ _

Mary Dunavon - - -| - - 6 |l- - 6 — — — —_ —_
Grace - = © - - x I © -f- -fe wfe -fe «fe -« I
Franco Bruce - «= -[- -/[ 1 — — — —_ — — ~

978 | 959 81 60 9 4 i | 137 | 162         
 

We do certify the foregoing to be a true Return of the Slaves in che Parith of Saint Jofeph,
agreeablyto theAct to afcertain the fame.

November 7th 1799.

Alenander Henderfon,
Thomas Henderfon, {Commifioners.
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1799) for afcertaining the Number of Slaves, &c. &c. &c.
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We do certify the within to be a true Return of the Slavesinthe Parith of Saint Paul,

-agreeably to the Act to afcertain the fame.

Fohn Lowndes,
Fobn Corlet,

Commiffioners.
St. Paul, December 1799. ,
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We certify the within to be a true Return of the Slaves in the Parith of Saint George.

S' George, Dec 1799.

T. Court,

A. B. Richardfon,

Crocquet Legrand,

Andrew Folly,

Commiffioners.
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Michell Du Portail - - - 3, — —|— — — — —

Henry Labord - - - a2i- -| — — —_ — — — —E

Louis Marcelle - - - 2 ai- -l- -l|- -t- -f- -f- - 2

Peggy M‘Ginnis - - -i-  - aii- - 1 -_— _ — — —

Penny Fitzmorris - - 1|— — —~ — — — — —

Nancy Cafey- - - -l- - gle -|- -]- tye cde c 1 1

Laurie M‘Ginnis- - - I I 2|- - 2 — _ — —

Ratafie Fletcher - - - 2 3 1 - - I ~ «tb- ete - I

AmandaTucker - - -)- = [. 2h-  - I — — — — —

Madame Valley - - -! 3) gi - -t- ete cle rye oe 3 2

Joannah Clapham - -! 5 ge -|- -]- -]- -|r- - t 3

Marie Antoine - - - 2 rt- -}- -f- - | -]- - 1 i

Ann Fafton ~- - - - > - 1 — — — — — — _

Marriat Gillon - - - 4 gi- -]- -y;r 7! -f. of- + 2

Mart Guay - - -H- 2i- -|- -4- sie -f- -te - 1

Eft* Therefe Roderey - I 2) — — _ -— — — —_

Amoranthe Page - - - 6 mi. -l- --/- -}- -f- -f7 7 3

Thomas Simpilon- -  - 3 I 1 — — a — |

John Crawford - - - 6 4i 2 fe efe tyre je 2 i 4

Mii Ruflels - - - - 2 447 - - al - - - - I i

Jean Louis - - - .| 3 ri — — — -- a —

Marriet Laugier - - -j- > aie - rte ele ete I —E

ThomasBignel - - -fl- - ri — _~ — — — to —

Betfy Jones - - - - 1] - -| I I I -- — ji —

Vieve André - - - -f-- - 3407 — —_ — — | oe —E

James Monbuchar - - 5 9 | ~ -f- af- -t- -f-° -] 2! 3

Jofeph Duverney - -P- 7 a ee I

Jane Delegal - - - - 5 4 | ~ -fe ete rte tte rete 2

‘Elizabeth.Gardner - - I rif — _ — — po —

‘Nancy Daniel - - -H- > rie - I 1 —_ —-i- _

Jennet Soifie - - - - rj— |] — _ — — {oo —E

Valentine Quin - + -! Q io} - - ri- -l- -te ete 7 i

William Weal - - - 1 aie -}- <tr cdr tyre Le = 2

Mary Crooke- - - - 4 gle -T- er cfr cdr }- 7 1

Jol. Cannonville - - - 2 51 _ — —_ _ _ _

Vieve Coufier- - - -l|-) - ri- - 1 _ _— —_ _ —

‘Nancy Campbell- - -j -  - rie i i 2 2

Henry Conftable- - - 28 23°14 2 yof- -f- - 4 4

William Conftable - - I rig 2 2 — _ _ —

Pierre Pajafty - - > 5 a a a 2 —E

Maria Gall - - - -, 4 ai- -d]-e -efe ~gr ctr 7 | I _2

Alexander M°Ginnis - - 3 ‘5 4- - 3 47 cfoorttr tat I

William Anderfon - - r/- - J -ijir- —- —

-Carried over - -i| 1,003 [1,261 | 142 | 159 65°: 4 3 199 | 239
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William James - - -i 5 rf — — — —
Richard Addifon- - -}  j | oT amAI } i 3 of de - Ij- -f- - I IElizabeth Barry - - =! 6 g be - rye -'. -fe .
Ann Barry - - - -} le foo 5 3
F" Green 5 Pye 2- - - - yo « n — —_— — -— —

Francis Harper - - -| 6 i ~ ~1 ¢ 9 2 3 2 - «Js
Anthony Dufrayer - | 5 4 | 2 — _ — — 5 5
Mons' Bouglaud - - -{ —- | — —_— — —_ — _
Mary Stewarr- - - “| 2 ate. I ~ - eo wd ea edo lg ~~
John Stewarr- - - - 4 1 -.-f- -fe -'. -fe . I ,
Mad. Rolle - - - - 3 I | _3 7 - « —~i- — — _—
Mrs. Abeg - - - -f 3 f- -ffe of. ctl. o! -|- 1
John Cha‘ Conftable - 99 7 I I -. . «la. ms
Mrs. Morgue- - - -j] 6 12 - -le -f- ef. ct. 2 °
Mrs. R. Morfon- = -| 4 gs i- -|- -[- -|- - I
Kitty Ann Cowes - -| . . 2 I i 2 |- - 3
Edward Laurent - - -] 2 - t I I _ 2

feph Defmoulia = - , ~ fpJofeph Defmoulia 7 8 i- - 2 ]- -/- -|- 2
Nancy Cocper - - «4 I - -f- -]e w]e 1 r
Chriftopher Rubert - -j 3 4- - 2 I — ,
Benj" Chateau - - -f, 2. - 1 - - I ~ _ _
MaryCorlet - > - -H 18 it - =f- -f- -f- 2]. “a
Jn° B' Gilbert - - i 2 f —_ — 3 2
Robert Garraway + -Il Jo 10 - - I = «fe - fo «fe .
Frances Corket - ~- -l] 4 2 —_ — — 3
Matrofe Mortal - - -1. - I - - I — _ _
Julline Fidell- - - -" 4 — — oe — _ _
Nan Lagarite- = ~~ 2 2 rie -{- -]- - fe. I —
John P* Barthclomew 1 I _ _
Geo. Meicalf- - - -j ay am2 4 iP- -t- - fe -f- -]. 1Mary Savage- - - -! 2. I _ _ _ 3
‘Mad. Dufae Valtour — - 2 3 — —_ _- ~~ _
Joha BY Pinner - - - I _— —_ — — | _ _ _William Wilbraham - -| 2 | 3 |} — | ot — |John BY Petit - - -| 2 | 2 fF — | _ | 2 a‘Lucy Neilfon- - - -o 2 2f- - 2 — _ _ _Sally Webley- - - -f- 2] 2: fool] | ~ fp 7 |
Alexis Vocfens - - -}. . I — — _ a ' _

_Vieve Reviere - - -}. 2. fo offs . I I _ _ _
Vieve Bayeaux - + ~ 4 6 _ — — _ _ _
Marie. Cele Jean - -|- . ree cof. ~ ~~
Marie Louifa Cardew -f. . rf _ “4 7 ~~
Rofe Vincent- - - -j) — | — _ _ _ _

“Carried over -  -fity1 I149 1,396| rst | 17s 74 4 3 | 227 | 269       
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Saint Victoire - - - 1 4l- - 1 — — — — —_
Kitfey Warburton - -| - - I — — — — — —_ __
Frances Somerville - - - i — — — —~ — — —_
W" Daniel and Ja’ Brade 12 7 3 2 |- -[- e«f- - t I
Madame La May - -] - - rl_- - 1 — —~ _~ — —E
Polly Audain - - -|- - 1 — — — — — — —
Mrs. Caverley - - “|= + 3- -l- -]- -t- -]J- -]- - 1

Sebina Brade = - - 1 190 |/- - rfl- -t- -f- afe e a
Jofeph Mather - -° - ri- - I — —_ —_ —_ —_ —
William Stewart - - - 2 2 I 1 — _ — —
William Henderfon - -|-  - 1, — _ — — —_ — —
Madame Morliere - - 2 Bi- -[- -[- =]- -f- -]e - 1
AnnLithcote - - - 1 3il- -|- -[- -J- -]-7- 2 I
Mrs. Stewart - - - - 2 1] — — — _— — — —
Madame Duofaufay - - 2 mamd- -J|- -[- -]- -]- -]- «= I
Madame Sicard - - - 3 3i'- - I — — — — —
Marriat Sicard - + -|[ - - 2 ~ — — — — —_ —

Madelonette Sicard - - 3 I I — — _— — — —
Mary Fillan - - - -- =/- e-]/- - 2 I — — —_ —
Silvia Webley - - -] - - 3i- - 3 ~— — — — —
Henry M‘Corrie - - 3 2 I — _ — — — —

1,182 (1,456 | 158 | 183 75 4 3 | 230 | 276           
   

We theCommiffioners appointed to afcertain the Number of Slaves in the Town of Rosgav,
&c. do hereby certify the foregoing to bea juft and true Return.

Fcbn Lundin,
Rofeau, 1oth November 1799. Robert Reid, Commiffioners.

-_ James Dodds,

119.
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No. 1.—Extract of a Letter from Governor Green to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada, 13th

July 1797.
TAM alfo toacknowledge the honour of your Grace’s Letter of the 6th May laft,.
] marked Duplicate and Circular, accompanied by a *Refolution of the Houfe of
«Commons, of the 6th April laft, refpe€ting the Negroes on His Majefty’s plan-
tations in the Weft Indies, and I fhall not fail, in obedience to His Majefty’s com-
mands, to take the earlieft opportunity of communicating the faid Refolution to

* Seep.

the Council and Affembly of this Colony, and at the fame time of recommending ~

. to their particular attention and confideration, the formation of fuch a fyftem of

meafures, as may appear to them beft {uited to the attainment of the feveral im- .

portant objects therein fpecified.
I thall take care, in conformity to your Grace’s inftructions, to tranfmit from

time to time to your Grace, accounts of the proceedings of the Legiflature of this.
Afland in confequence of that communication ; and I beg leave to affure your Grace,
that I thall be attentive to avail myfelf of every opportunity of cultivating and im-
proving fuch difpofition, as I may obferve in the Planters and Inhabitants to pro-
‘mote the humane and beneficent views, which the Legiflature of Great Britain

thas fo eminently manifefted in the Refolution which has been tranfmitted to me.
An Act of the Legiflature of this Ifland, commonly called “The Guardian Act,”

which contained many provifions tending to promote the purpofes expreffed in the

Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, was in force for four years, and expired in

‘the Year 1792: in the beginning of the following year it was renewed, but the
.difturbance which foon after happened put an end to its operation. Some months ago,
.a Bill was brought into the Houfe of Affembly, the obje& of which was, the better

protection of the Slaves, &c. this Bill was ordered to be committed; but I prefume

some difficulties have hitherto retarded its progrefs, however, [ make no doubt

‘that on the firft meeting of the Legiflature, which is to take place in a few days,

ithis fubjeét will be taken into immediate and ferious confideration.

No. 2. — Extra@ of a Letter from Governor Green to
his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada, 10th

Auguft 4797.

(Three Enclofures.)

IN obedience to His Majefty’s commands, conveyed to me in your Grace’s
‘Difpatch, of the 6th of May laft, T have laid before the Council and Affembly,

the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft, refpecting the
Negroes on His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, and I have now the
honour to tranfmit to your Grace, copies of my Meflage on the fubject to the

different branches of the Legiflature, and their joint Refolutions thereupon.
I have

183
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‘T have:the further fatisfa@tion to acquaint -your Grace, that a Bill is now under
-the confideration of the. Houfe of Affembly,the provifions of which are made with a
view to.the attainment of the.important objets expreffed in the Refolutions of the
-Houfe of Commons ‘before mentioned, andI truft that it will foon be in that ftate

offorwardnefs, to enable me.to tranfmit it home, :to.receive His Majefty’s appro-.
_bationordifallowance.

(1.)—In Governor ‘Green's, of the 10th Auguft 1797.

’'The ‘Gevernor :to .the Honourable the Prefident and
Members of His Majefty’s Council.

"The Governor ‘has recéived:a Letter :from his Grace the Duke of: Portland,
cone of His Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State, dated 6th May laft; tran{mit-
:ting to him by the King’s commands, a Refolution of the Honourable the ‘Houfe of
-Commons, refpecting the Negroes on His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies;
which Refolution, the Governor being direCted to take the earlieft opportunity of
communicating tothe Council and Affembly ef Grenada, he thinks he cannot do
-it more properly than by laying before them, together with the {aid Refolutions, a.
Copyofthe Secretary of State’s Letter.on that fubject.

Thenear.intereft which His Majefty and the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain
_appear to have.taken in the welfare ofthe Colonies.in the Weft Indies, is fo clearly
manifeftedbytheir proceedings on this occafion, and the importance of the matters
:thereby recommended to the confideration of the Legiflature,‘is,at the fame time,
fo evident, thatitbecomes entirely unneceffaryfor the Governor ‘toadd any thing
-further from himfelf, other.than to affure the Council, that his moft hearty and zea-
lous concurrence and co-operation thall not ‘be wanting to any meafures the Le-
giflature may think proper to adopt, for the attainment of the effential objects now
dubmittedto their deliberations.

(Signed)
. Chat, Green.

_ July 24th 1797.

A true Copy.
Fred* Newcome, Secretary.

mo , Similar Meflage, ‘Copy of the ‘Sécretary of State’s
Letter, and Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons,
were fent at the fame time to the Affembly. -

(2.)—In Governor Green’s, of the roth Auguft 1797.

The Speaker and Gentlemen of the Affembly, to his
Excellency the Governor.

“This Houfe having taken into their confideration your Excellency’s Meffage,
.of the 24th inftant, communicating his Grace the Duke of Portland’s letter, of
6th May laft, enclofing the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons refpeCting the
Negroes on His Majefty’s plantations in,the Weft Indies, have come to feveral Re-
folutions thereon, in which the honourable Board of Council have concurred, and
herewith tranfmit the faidjoint Refolution for the information of your Excellency.

(Signed) Lo:
- Yames Hay, Speaker.

‘Hovufe of Affembly, Lo
20th June 1779. A true Copy.

Fredt Newcome, Sec’.
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(3.)—In Governor Green’s, of the roth Auguft 1797.

" Extraét from the Minutes of the Affembly, 25th July 1797.

Refolved, That a Meffage be fent to his Excellency the Governor, thanking

him for his communication of his Grace the Duke of Portland’s: Letter, of the

6th of May laft, enciofing the Refolution of the Houfe of Commonsrefpecting the

Negroes on His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, recommending the adop-
o s . *

tion of fach meafures as fhall appear to the Legiflature beft calculated to obviate

the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes in the '

Iffands, and to employ {uch means as may conduce to the moral and religious im-

provement of the Negroes, and fecure to them throughout all the Britih Weft

India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and active protection of the law.

Refolved, That the Legiflature of thefe Iflands have not hitherto been remifs in

their endeavours to accomplith the above defirable ends. In the year 1788, an A&

was paffed for the better protection, and for promoting the increafe and population of

Slaves, and other purpofes, commonly called “ The Guardian A,” in which the cor-

poral punifhment of Slaves by their Maiters was reftri¢ted, their hour of labour de-

fined, a fufficiency of food and clothing provided, and the clergymen of the different

arifhes enjoined frequently to vifit the plantations, and inftruct the Slaves in the

Chriftian Religion, to baptize and marry them without fee or reward, and to

adminifter the Sacrament to fuch as they might deem fit to receive it. The perfon

ofthe Slave was thoroughly protected from any wanton or undue exercife of power,

and fecured in every benefit of the laws. That this or fimilar Ads continued in

force till the year 1793.
That, previous to the breaking out of the infurrection, there was a. Guardian

Bill again before the Legiflature, which that very difaftrous event -prevented being

immediately paffed into a law. That after order and peace had again been eftab-

lithed in the Colony, a new Bill for the fame purpofes, was brought into theHoule

of Affembly on the 24th of November laft, and is now before the Houfe; that his

Excellency may be aflured this Houfe will, as {peedily as poffible, adopt whatever.

meafures thall appear to them neceflary for fulfilling the withes of the Honourable

the Houfe of Commons, as expreffed in their Refolution of 6th April laft.

A true Extra&.
(Signed)

A true Copy. Tho. Lynch,
Clerk of the Affembly.

Frea* Newcome, Secretary.

No. 3.—Extraét of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of

Portland to Governor Green; dated Whitehall, 13th

September 1797-

1 AM truly fenfible of your attention to the fubject matter of my Letter to you,

of the 6th of May laft, accompanyinga Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the

6th ofApril preceding.

S; No. 4. —Whitehall, 34 October 1797.

ir,
a HAVE laid before the King, your Letter of the roth of Auguft

laft.
I have much fatisfation in obferving the readinefs you have fhewa, in attending

to the important objects pointed out to you by the Refolution of the Houfe of

Coramons, of the 6th of April latt, refpecting the Negroes on [is Majefty’s planta-

tions in the Weft Indies.
Iam, &c.

To Governor Green,
Portland. |

&e. &c. &c.

119.

185



186

F. 6 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES:

No. 5.— Extract of a Letter fromGovernor Green to his
Grace the Duke ofPortland; dated-Grenada, 2oth-Fe-
bruary 1798.

I HAVE the honour to tranfmit to your Grace by this opportunity, under a
feparate cover, a certified Copy of an Act of the Legiflature ofthis Colony, which
-has been lately paffed ; viz.

“ An A& for the better protection, and for promoting the natural increafe and
“ population of Slaves within the Ifand of Grenada, and {uch of the Grenadines
“ as are annexed to the Government thereof, &c. &c.”

This Act has been paffed, with a view to the attainment of the important objects
‘fpecified in the Refolutionof the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft,
-tranfmitted to me by your Grace on the 6th of May; the regulations it contains,
are not fo full as might be wifhed; but, in the prefent fituation of the Colony,
it has not been thought expedient.to adopt a fyitem of a:more extenfive nature.

GRENADA.

(Copy) ‘By ‘his Excellency Charles Green, efquire, Captain Ge-
nera! and Governor in Chief in and over the Ifland of
‘Grenada, and fuch of the Iflands commonly called The
‘Grenadines, to the Southward of the Ifland of Cariacow,
including that Ifland, and lying between the fame and
Grenada in America, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-
Admiral of the fame.

“To all to whom thefe Prefents fhall come, Greeting:

‘KNOW ye, That on the day of the date hereof, GeorgeHenry Horfley, efquire,

‘Deputy Secretary of the faid ifland ot Grenada and its Dependencies, perfonally came
and appeared before me, and made oath on the Holy Evangelifts ofAlmighty God,
-that the Copy of the AG hereunto annexed, intituled, “ An Act for the better pro-
tection, and for promoting the natural increafe and population of Slaves within the
ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Grenadines as are annexed to the Government
thereof; for compelling af adequate provifion for the care of them,aswell in ficknefs

‘ and in old age, as in health, and for conftituting and appointing Guardians to effec-
tuate and carry into execution the regulations and purpofes of this Ad,” is a true
‘Copy from the original Adt remaining in the Secretary’s Office of this Ifland, and
was by him the faid Deponent diligently compared and carefully examined with the
faid original.

Jn faith and’.teftimony whereof, I have hereunto fet my hand, and have
caufed His Majefty’s great feal, appointedfor the faid ifland ofGrenada
_and its.Dependencies, to be hereunto put.and.affixed.

Given at the .town.of Saint ‘George, in :the faid ifland of
‘Grenada, this 3d day of May, in:the year of our Lord
1798, and in the38th yearof His Majefty’s reign.

(Signed)
Charles. Green.

By his Excellency’s'Command,

(Signed).

GeorgeChalmers.
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* An ACT for the better protection, and for promoting
“ the natural increafe and population of Slaves within
“ the Ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Grenadines
“* as are annexed to the Government thereof; for com-
“ pelling an adequate provifion for, and care of them,
‘as well in ficknefs and old age, as in health, and for
© conftituting and appointing Guardians to effectuate
“ and carry into execution the regulations and purpofes
“ ofthis Act.”

‘WHEREAS ‘the ‘Laws heretofore made for the protection of Slaves, and for
divers other of the benevolent ,purpofes intended by this pretent Aét, having been
temporary, are expited, and-hunranity and the intereft of the Colony require that
the fame, or other equally falutary and fufficient regulations and provifions,
fhould be adopted and ordained, for rendering the fervitude and labour of Slaves
as limited and eafy as poffible, and for promoting the natural increafe of their
population, as the moft likely means of removing, in a courfe of time, the neceffity
of further importations of Slaves from Africa: And whereas thefe defirable ends
cannot be more.effectually attained, than by compelling the Owners and Mafters
of Slaves fufficiently and properly to lodge, feed, clothe, and maintain them,
as well during health and their capacity to labour, as in time of ficknefs, old age,
and ‘infirmities, by prefcribing reafonable bounds to the power of Mafters and
-others having the charge of Slaves, by intrcducing them to the knowledge of the

E.

Preamble.

Chriftian Religion, and affording them opportunity of improvingin Morality; and—
‘by conftitutinga proper tribunal of Guardianfhip, for the hearing, examination,
and redrefs.of their grievances, and fecurity of.their rights and immunities hereby
-granted.and eftablifhed : May it therefore pleafe the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,
-that it may be enacted and ordained;

And be it and it is hereby enacted -by his Excellency Charles Green, efquire,
«Captain General and Governor in Chief of the ifland of Grenada, and the Grena-
.dines annexed to the Government thereof, the honourable the Members of the
*Council, and the Reprefentatives of the people of the faid Iflands, in General
_Affembly convened, and by the authority of the fame, That immediately, and from
time to time and at all times, from and after the publication of this Act, every
‘Proprietor, Owner, or Poffeffor of any plantation or eftate, fhall provide for and
:allow to at leaft every head of a family of Slaves thereunto attached, one good and
-comfortable houfe, with one or more cabanes or beds to fleep upon, raifed at
Aeaft one foot from the ground; and 4hall alfo allot and appoint for every Slave
(domeftics excepted) above the age of 14 years, as and for his or her proper
-ground, fuch a quantity or portion of the land of the faid plantation or eftate, to
which fuch Slave may be attached, or of fuch other contiguous lands as fhall be
-approved by the Guardians of Slaves, appointed in manner hereinafter mentioned,
.as fufficiently near and convenient for fuch provifion ground, as in the eftimation
-of fuch Guardians for that parifh wherein fuch plantation or eftate fhall be fituate,
-or the majority of them, fhall be deemed fufficient, when under proper cultivation,
sto produce fuch a quantity of ground provifions, as, with the ordinary allowance
.of falt provifions,of the quantity whereof fuch Guardians are to judge, will be com-
wpletely adequate to the maintenance and fupport of fuch Slave, and thall allow every
fuch Slave from noon in fome one day of every week, or one whole day in
-every fortnight, befides Sunday (except in time of crop) for the purpofe of working
-and cultivating his or her grounds; which faid grounds, when once allotted, (hall not be
-exchanged or taken away from any fuch Slaves without his or her confent, by him or
her exprefied to the Guardiansof fuch-diftridts or parifh, whilft fuch Slave fhall remain
on the eftate to which fuch Jand fo allotted to him or her belongs (except in manner
and upon the terms next hereinafter mentioned); that is to fay, provided always, that
if the perfons having the charge of any plantation or eftate, fhall find it neceffary
of expedientto.change the provifion grounds allotted to the Slaves offuch plan-
. tation
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tation or eftate, and fuch confént of the Slaves fhall not be expreffed as aforefaid,

it thall and may be lawful for any fuch perfon to allot other fufficient grounds for

that purpofe, and to call on the Guardians ofthe diftri&t or parifh to examine and

approve .of the quantity, quality, and fituation of fach propofed new provifion

grounds; and if the faid Guardians, or a majority of them, fhall approve of fuch new

provifion grounds, then and inevery fuch cate, from and after the expiration of

twelve calendar months after {uch new allotment and approbation as aforefaid, or fuch

longer period, according to the featon of the year, as the Gaurdians fhall judge

neceffary to enable the Slaves to put fuch newly allotted grounds into proper cul-

tivation, but not fooner, or otherwife it fhall and may be lawful for any fuch

perfon to take in and put into cultivation, the grounds fo firft allotted for the

cufe of the Slaves.

And whereas there may be fome eftates which, from the nature of the foil and

particular fituation, are not fo proper for the cultivation of provifions, and were

the Proprietors or Poffeffors compelled to allot portions thereof to every Slave,

for the purpofeof cultivating provifions completely adequate to his or her main-

tenance, as hereinbefore directed, it might be attended with ruinous confequences

to fuch eftates, without anfwering the purpofes thereby intended; Be it and it

js hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every Proprietor, Owner, or

Poffeflor of any plantation or eftate, which, in the judgment of the Guardians,

fhall be fo circumftanced in point of foil or fituation, fhall have it in his or her

option or choice, with the approbation of the Guardians, either to make fuch al-

‘Jotments of lands as aforefaid as provifion grounds, for the maintenance of the Slaves

attached thereto, or to give them a weekly allowance of provifions, completely

adequate to their maintenance: Provided always, that there thall be at leait one-

fortieth part of an acre allotted to each Slave,.contiguous to the Negro houfes, for

the purpofe of cultivating a garden for their fole ufe and benefit.

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every fuch Proprietor, Owner,

or Poffeffor as aforefaid, fha!l annually alow and give to every Slave whom he or

the ‘thall own, rent, or poffefs, decent and fufficient clothing, according to the

refpective fex and age of fuch Slave, to be approved of and directed by the Guar-

dians of the diftri€t wherein the plantation or eftate to which fuch Slave may be

‘attached fhall be; and if any Proprietor, Owner, or Poffeflor of any plantation or

eftate, do or fhall negleét or refufe to comply with or obey any of the provifions of

this claufe, he, the, or they, hall for every fuch neglect or refufal, forfe:t and pay

the fum of five pounds for every Slave who fhall not be fo clothed as herein is

direfted, to be recovered, paid, and applied in manner hereinafter prefcribed. ,

And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes when Slaves are

not attached to or refident on any plantation or eftate, the Proprietors or Poffeffors

of all and every of fuch Slaves, fhall provide for and furnifh fuch Slaves with com-

fortable lodging, and ample provifions of whoiefome food, and with decent cloth-

ing in every year, to be approved and directed by the Guardians of the diftrié

where fuch Proprietor, or, in his or her abfence, his or her acting Attorney, fhall

‘be refident, under the penalty laft mentioned.

And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, in order to reftrain arbi-

trary punifhments, That from and after the publication of this Act, it thall not be
lawful for any Proprietor of a Slave or Slaves, or for the Attorney of fuch Pro-

pvietor, or, in his or her abfence, nor for the Manager, Overfeer,or other free perfon,

having the management or direction of fuch Slave or Slaves in the abfence of the

Proprietor, and where there is no Attorney refident, to infl:&, or caufe or know-

ing'y fuffer to be infli€ted on any Slave, any curporal punillment other than im-

rilfonment, in a proper and wholefsme place of confinement, and whipping, not

«ceed 39 lathes at one time, and for any one offence or fault which by him or her

vy be committed; and thafin al cafes when either the Proprietor is refident on

+ eftate, or, if ablent, has an Attorney refident thereon, it fhall not be lawful for

ny Manager, -Overteer, or free perton employed under fuch Proprietor.or Attorney,
: . to
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to inflié, or caufe or knowingly fuffer to be inflicted, on any fuch Slave, any cor-

‘poral punifhment other than confinement in a proper place, and whipping, not to

exceed 12 lafhes at one time, and for any on. offence or fault by him or her com-

mitted)nor fhall any fuch Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, or Overfeer, or other

free perfon as aforefaid, infli&t or fuffer to be inflicted {uch puniéhment, nor any

other number of lafhes in the fame day, nor until the delinquent has recovered

from the effects of any former punifhment, under the penalty of £.20. for every

{uch exce& or repetition of punithment, to be recovered againft the perfon direct-

jng or permitting the fame: Provided always, that in all cales where the Proprietor

or other perfon having charge ofany fuch Slave, fhall conceive the fault committed,

although by ‘law not cognizable by Juftices of the Peace, to be of fuch enormity as

to deferve more exemplary punifhment than is hereinbefore allowed to be inflicted,

it fhall andmay be lawful for him to caufe fuch offending Slave to be carried before

any two Juftices of the Peace, and fuch Juftices are hereby authorized to hear and

examine into every fuch complaint, and to dire@- fuch corporal punifhment, not

- extending to life or limb, as the offence fhall in their. difcretion merit ; after which

punifhment, infli&edby order of the Juftices as aforefaid, no further or other

punithment whatever fhall-be inflicted on fuch Slave for that offence, by any perfori

or perfons whomfoever, under the fimilar penalty laft hereinbefore mentioned of£.20.

_ Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Proprietor, At-

torney, Mariager, Overfeer, or other free perfon employed as aforelaid, do and thall,

‘upon any pretence whatfoever, take upon himfelf or herfelf to inflit or caufe to be

inflicted on fuch Stave or Slaves as aforefaid, any heavier, gfeater, or other Kind

of corporal punifhment than thofe which are hereinbeforein that refpect limited

and prefcribed, every fuch Proprietor, Attorney,Manager, Overteer, or other perfon

_ employed. as aforefaid, fhall and may for every fuch offence be proceeded againft

‘by prefentment, information, or indictment, in the fame ‘tanner as if the offence

was committed againft a free perfon, and, if found guilty, thall be punifhed by fine

or imprifonment, or both, at the difcretion of the Court wherein fuch offender

thall have been tried and conviéted; and in every atrocious cafe, when tuch offence

fhall appear to have been accompanied with any aggiavating. circumftance of fin-.

gular inhumanity or maihem, and the perfon fo convicted thall be Proprietor or

Owner of fuch Slave or Slaves, it fhall and may be lawful: for the Tuftices of the:

{aid Court, and they are hereby required to order and adjudge fuch-Slave or Slaves

‘to be delivered to, and’ taken poffeffion of by the Guardians of theparifh or dif-

trict in-which the plantation or eftate to which fuch Slave oy Siaves is or are

-attached, or where fuch Proprietor refides, to be by them forthwith fold and dif

pofed of to fome perfon of humane repute, for fuch price as the faid Guardians

_ fhall deem fair and adequate, and can be procured for the fame; and fuch Guar-

dians are hereby authorized and required to fell the fame, and the money arifing

therefrom to be forthwith paid to the Proprietorof fuch Slave or Slaves fo fold as

aforefaid; and fuch fate thall be deemed competent and fulhicient ia law, to vett the

abfolute property of fuch Slave or Slaves in the purchafer or purchafcrs thereof.

- And be it further enacted by theauthority aforefaid, Thatif fhall notbe lawful

F
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to or for the Proprietor, Owner, or Poffeffor of any plantation or eftate, or any -

perfon or perfons employed by or under fuch Proprietor, Owner, or Poffeffor, éxcept

in the art of manufacturingtach {pecies of produce as neceffarily ‘requires night or

extra labour, to:compel or oblige any Slave attached to or upon fuch plantation or

eftate, to leave his or her houfe in.order to work in the field at his trade until day-

break, or to.work during the times of breakfafting and dining; for the firft of

‘which fuch Slave fhall be allowed one half hour in-the morning, and for.the latter

two hours (to wit) from twelve o’clock at noon to two in the afternoon; nor to

‘ compel any fuch Slaves to work after funfet, except in the carrying a bundle of

grafs or ftock.meat from the field to the ftable, or other place where the fame is to

be confumed, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence. |

_ And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no Mafter, Owner, or

Poffeffor of any Slave or Slaves, whether in his or her own right, or as Attorney,

119. Guardian,
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Guardian, Truftee, or otherwife howfoever, thall, under anypretence whatfoever,

difcard or turn away.any fuch Slave or Slaves, being rendered incapable of labour or

fervice by reafon of ficknefs or diforder, age or infirmity; but every fuch Matter,

” Owner, or Poffeffor, thall keep fuch Slave or Slaves upon his, her, or theirrefpective

properties, and feed and provide them with wholefome food, and decent, com-_

fortable lodging and clothing, and other neceffaries, and not fuffer them for want __.

thereof to wander about at large, and become a nuifanceand burthenfome to others
- for fubfiftence ; and jt fhall and maybe lawful. for any white or free-coloured per-

fon to take up all fuch difeafed or infirm Slave or Slaves, who may be foundgoing

about at large as above mentioned,and carry him, her, or them, before any of His
Majefly’s Juftices of the Peace, or any of the Guardians for the town or parith
where taken up, which Juftice of the Peace or Guardian fhall and he is hereby di- .
rected to make immediate enquiry into the conduc of fuch Owner, Poffeffor, At-.
torney, or Truftee; and if it fhall appear to the faid Juftice or Guardian, that the
Slaves going about at large be owing to neglect or mal-treatment from the Owner,
Poffeflor, Attorney, or Truftee, he, the, or they fo offending, fhall forfeit for every’

fuch offence the fum of £.10. current money, to be levied on their goods and
chattels, by warrant under the hand and feal of the Juftice or Guardian before whom
convicted ; one moiéty to be paid to the perfon taking up the Slave’as aforefaid, and
the other moiety to be paid into the hands of the Treafurer, for the public ufes of
this government ; and the Owner, Poffeffor, Attorney, or Truftee, hall forthwith
enter into. recognizance in the fum of fifty pounds, with two fufficient fureties
in the fum of twenty-five pounds each, that the Slave fhall in future be well treated,
lodged, fed, and clothed; but in cafe of neglect or refufal to enter into recog-

" nizance as aforefaid, then it fhall and may be lawful for the Juftice or Guardian to
commit the Slave to the charge of the cage-keeper of the neareft town where taken
up, to be by him lodged and fed, for which he fhall be entitled to receive from the
Owner, Pofleffor, Attorney, or Truftee, at the rate of half a dollar per day, recover-
able on his goods weekly, by warrant under the hand and feal of the Juftice or
Guardian committing, until he fhall have entered into recognizance as aforefaid,

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That all Matters and
Mittreffes, Owners, or, in their abfence, Managers and Overfeers of Slaves, fhall, as
much as in them Ties, endeavour the inftruction of their Slaves in the principles of
the Chriftian Religion, whereby to facititare their converfion, and fhall do their
utmoftendeayours to fit them for paptiftn, and, as foon as conveniently can bey
caufe to be baptized af] fuch as they can make fenfible of a duty to God and the
Chriftian Faith; which ceremony the clergymen of the refpective parifhes are to
perform gratis, and alfo to attend them in ficknefs when their {pinitual aid may be
required. .

And ’be it further enaéted by the authority aforcfaid, That upon every plantation
or eftate in thefe Iflands, there fhall, within four months from and after the publi-
cation of this Aad, be ereéted and built a good and fufficient hofpital,* in propor-
tion tu the number of Slaves on fuch plantation or eftate, in a proper and healthy

. fituation, for the infirm and fick Slaves, with proper attendants, into which all the ©
Slaves, who thall be abfent from their work under any pretence officknefs,fhall be
ordered and put by the Manager or Perfon having the charge of fuch plantation and.
Slaves, who is hereby further required and directed to keep a hofpital book, with
the names of: the Slaves fo admitted, the dates of their admiffion, and alfo of their
cifmifficn or death, and in which thall be inferted by the furgeon or other medi-
cal attendant of the faid plantation, the nature of their complaints or difeafes.

And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That at the time limited and ap-
pointed, or to be limited and appointed, in any and every Tax Bill for giving jn a
lift of taxable objects in every year, the Owner,Overteer, or Manager of every

. plantation or eftate, fhall give in on catha particular account of all the birthsand
.. deaths of the Slaves of fuch plantation cr eftate for the preceding year, under the
"penalty of twenty pounds for every omiffion, to be recovered from the Owner of

.  fuch plantation or eftate; and if the not giving in upon oath fuchaccountsfhall
be
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be owing to the neglect of the Manager or Overfeer of fuch plantation or eftate,

it fhall and may. be lawful for the Owner. or Poffeffor of fuch plantation or eftate,

to ftop and detain the penalty he or the fhall fuffer by this law, out of the wages

of fuch Manager or Overfeer.

‘And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That fuch account fhall alfo con-

tain the caufes of the deaths of fuch Slaves as thall have died during the preceding

year, to be certified by the furgeon or principal medical attendant of fuch plan-

tation or eftate, to the beft of his knowledge,. judgment, and belief. ¢ '

- And, in order that encouragement may be given to the increafe and_prote¢tion

of Negro infants, Be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every

femate Slave who fhall have fix children living, thall be exempted from hard labour,

and the Owner or Poffeffor of fuch female Slave fhall be exempted from all taxes

for fuch female Slave, and a deduction fhall be’ made for all fuch female Slaves from

the tixes of {uch Owner or Poffeffor,by certificate of the perfon or perfons to be

appointed by any Tax Bill to be hereafter paffed for taking the lifts of taxable ob-

jects, directed to the Treafurer of this [Mand for the time being, for which purpofe

proof fhall be given on oath, to the fatisfactionoffuchperfon or perfons, not only

that the requifite number of children, together with the mother, are living, but

alfo that the mother is exempted from all manner of hard labour, and is provided

with the means of an eafy and comfortablemaintenance.

And, in order to prevent any perfon from mutilating or difmembering any Slave
or Slaves, Be it further enaéted by the- authority afureftd, That if any Matter,

Miftrefs, Owner, or Poffeffor, or other perfon whatfoever, fhall, athis, her, or their

own will and pleafure, or his or their direction, or with his, her, or their knowledge,

fufferance, privity, or confent, mutilate or difmember, or caufe to be mutilated

or difmembered, any Slave or Slaves, he,the, or they, fhall be liable to be profe-

cuted by information or indi@tment for every fuch offence in the Court of King’s
Bench and Grand Seffions, or any other Court of fimilar Jurifdition in thefe Iflands,
and, upon convidtion, fhail be punifhed by fine not lefs than £. 100, nor exceeding
£.500., and imprifonment not exceeding twelve months, for each and every Slave

. fo mutilated or difmembered, and fuch punifhment is declared to be without
prejudice to any action that can or may be brouglit at common law, for recovery of
damages for or on account of the fame; and in every atrocious cafe, where the
Owner of fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be convicted of fuch offence, the Juftices of

the Court before whom fuch offender fhall have been tried and convicted, are

hereby empowered, in cafe they fhall think it neceffary for the future protection of
fuch Slave or Slaves, to declare and adjudge him, her, or them, free and dilcharged

of and from all manner of fervitude to Tach Owners, to all intents and purpofes .
whatfoever; and in all fuch cafes, the Juftices of fuch Court are hereby authorized

and empowered, if to them it fhall appear neceflary, to order and direét the fine ad-

judged by them, to be paid into the hands of the Treafurer of thole Iflands to the
ufe of the public ; the Treafurer for the time being, in confideration thereof, paying to

fuch of the faid Slaves fo freed and difcharged from fervitude as aforefaid, the {um of

-£.10. per annum, towards his, her, or their maintenance and fupport during life; and

in cafe of any fuch mutilation or difmembering of any Slave being committed as
aforefaid, it {hall and may be lawful to and for the TadCoeardians, or anyOne or more
of them, upon complaint and application to him or them made by fuch Slave or

Slaves fo mutilated, and they are hereby required, upon view and certainty of the fa&,
to fend fuch Slave or SlavesTo mutilated forthwith to'the neareft cage where fuch
offence Thall bave been committed ; or iffuch complaint and information that any
Slave or Slaves is or are fo mutilated, fhall arife from the probable intelligence of
any other Slaves or otherwife, to iffue their or his warrant to any conftable, cr-

dering him immediately to proceed to the place where fuch Slave or Slaves fo mu-
tilated may be, and to bring him, her, or them, and if under confinement to re-

leafe and bring him, her, or them; before fuch guardian or guardians, who, on view

and certainty of the fact as aforefaid, fhall fend {uch Slave or Slaves fo mutilated, to

the neareft cage as aforefaid, which Slave or Slaves fhall be there fafely kept by
Thr
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the cage-keeper, biit not worked at the public expence until the determination of
the protecution, which the faid Guardians are hereby directed and required to

purfue and carry into efiect againft the perpetrators of the faid mutilations, in man-
ner aforelaid; and the keeper of fuch cage is hereby required to receive fuch Slave
ot Slaves into his cuftody, and during fuch-time as fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be
detained in the cage, to provide and allowa fufficient quantity of proper food daily
for his or her or their fubfiftence and fupport, at the expence of the perfon
offendingas aforefaid, and under the dire€tion and approbation of the faid Guar-
dians, who are hereby authorized to iffue their warrant for payment of the-fame, to
be levied on the goods and chattels of the offender.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That at the firft meeting of
the Council.and Affembly after the firft day of January, in the year of our Lord,
1798, and at the firft meeting thereof after the firft day of January in cach and every
fubfequent year, during the continuance of this A&t, the Houfe of Affembly thal]
proceed to nominate and appoint, with the approbation and concurrence of the
“Council, three fit perfons for each parifh, and for the Ifland of Curiacow and the

other Grenadines, who thall ferveas Guardians of and to the Slaves belonging tothe ~
re(pective parifhes, and thé Lands for which fuch Guardians fhall be fo nominated
and appointed; and alfo three perfons being freeholders, refident in the town of
Saint George; as Guardians of and to the Slaves within the faid town; and the .
clerk of the affembly fhall publifh io the firft gazette or public newspaper, to be
printed after fuch nomination and appointment, the names of the feveral Guardians

’ And be it ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That the Guardians ofSiaves herein.
after named and appointed, within ten days after the publication hefeof, and all,
Guardians of Slaves, within ten days after fuch notice of their appointment being
given as aforefaid, and before they proceed on the execution of their office, fhall
apply themfelves to fome Juftice of the Peace, and before him take the following
oath. I, A- B. do fwear, that I will diligently, truly, faithfully, and impartially, per-
form the office of a Guardian of Slaves of the parifhof __ orthe town
of Saint George, for which I am appointed this prefent year, and will not, for favour
or affection, on any confiderati6n whatfoever, excufe any perfon or perfons offending
againft or neglecting his, her, or their duty, as enjoined by an AG, intituled, an Act
for the better proteGtion, and promoting the natural increafe and population of Slaves
within the ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Grenadines as are annexed to the
Government thereof; for compelling an adequate provifion for and care of them, as
well in ficknefs and old age as in heaith, and for conftituting and appointing Guar-
dians to effectuate and carry into exccution the regulations and purpoles of this A;
-nor will I, for hatred, malice, ill-will or partiality, profecute, prefent, or punifh any
one, but in all things will comply with and conform to the direétions, orders, and
duties enjoined me by the faid Act, according to the beft of my underftanding,
fkill, power, and judgment. So help me God. Which faid oath every Juftice of
the Peace, on application to him for that purpofe made by the Guardian, is hereby
authorized and required to adminifter, and tranfmit, withia ten days afterwards, a
certificate thereof, to be filed in the Secretary’s office; and if any Guardian fo nomi-
nated, and having fuch notice of his nomination as aforefaid, fhall refufe to act in
his faid office, or fhall negle& or refufe to be {worn as aforefaid, and who, being {worn
and acting, fhall neglect his duty or abue the powers by this A& vefted in him, he
fhall for every fuchoffence forfeit £. 50 current money, to be recovered in the Court
of King’s Bench and Grand Seffion, by indi€ment ‘or information, to be paid into
the public treafury for the public ufes of the colony ; and any perfon having ferved the
office of guardian for one year, fhall not be compelled or compellable to ferve the
fame office again until the expiration of two years thereafter, and in the mean time
until fuch appcintment of guardians can be made as aforefaid. ,

And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That for the town of Saint George,
the honourable Alexander Cockburn, John Orr, and William Arnold, efquires; for
the parith of Saint George the honourable Alexander Scott, John Rofs, and Wilfon

P. Richardfon,
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P, Richardfon, efquires; for the Parith of Saint David, the honourable Samuel

Mitchell, James Hay, and Henry Palmer, efquires; for the Parith of Saint Andrew,

Thomas Robertfon, Ifiac Horsford, and James Campbeli junior, efquires; for the

Parith of Saint Patrick, John Hervey, Nicholas Herbert, and Alexander Frafer,

efquires; for the parifh of Saint Mark, Alexander Campbeil, Gordon Turnbull, and

William Sandback, efquires; for the Parifh of Saint John, John Hay, James Mays,

and Alexander Branders, efquire ; for the Ifland of Cariacow, and the other Grena-

dines, William Arbuthnot, Andrew Whiteman, and John Beil, efguires, fhall be and

are hereby appointed Guardians of and to the Saves within their refpective diftricts,

and (hail take the fame oath of office,and a@t and difcharge the duty of Guardians in

the {ame manner, and under the fame penalty, to be recovered and appited in the

fame manner as if they were Guardians nominated and appointed in manner pre-

fcribed by this Act.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be

lawful to and for the faid Guardians, or any two of them, in their refpective diftriats,

and they are hereby authorized and required once in every fix months (except the

Guardians hereinbefore named and appointed, whoare hereby authorized and required

within the farft three months, and at all other times when any complaint or informa-

tion ‘fhall appear to render their prefence neceffary) to vifit the feveral eftates and

plantations within their refpective diftridts,and to hearand enquire into the complaints,

and enquire into and infpeét the grounds, clothing, lodging, maintenance, and treat-

ment of the Slaves within their refpective diftrids, and into the ftate and condition

of furniture and conveniences of the hofpitai ; and for a more effectual difcovery of

the truth with refpe@ of the clothing, lodging, feeding, and maintenance of the Slaves,

as well in ficknefs as in health, fha!l examine the Manager and principal Overleer, and

the Surgeon or medical attendant on fuch eftate or plantation, and all other perfons

likely to be able to give teftimony, if from any fulpicious circumftances or circum-

ftance it fhall appear neceffary to a majority of the faid Guardians touching the fame,

after having firft adminiftered to fuch Manager, principal Overfeer, or other free per-

fon, an oath of the following tenor: I, A. B. will true anfwer make toa!l {uch queftions

as fhall be put to me touching the number, ages, clothing, lodging, feeding, mainte-

nance, and treatment of the Slaves, upon and belongiag to the eftate of

or within the town of Saint George. So help me God. And ifany Manager, prin-

cipal Overfeer, or other white or free perfon, fhall refufe to ke fworn, or whcn iworn

to anfwerfuch queftions as fhall be put to him relative to the feveral matters mentioned

in the faid oath, he fhall forfeit £. 50., to be recovered in the manner hereinafter

mentioned, and to be paid into the trea‘ury for the public ufesof the Colony; and

in cafe of the wilful and corrupt perjury of any fuch white or free perfon, be fhall

and may be profecuted by prefentment, indi&tment, or information, and be punifhed

as in cafes of wilful and corrupt perjury at common law; and if on enquiry into the

complaint or complaints made by any of the Siaves ofany eflate, plantation, or town,

or on view.or from the examination of the Manager, principal Overtcer, or fuch

other white or free perfons, or otherwite, it fhall appear to the faid Guardians in the

refpective diftricts, or any two of thei, that ony offence hath becn committed

againft this Aa, then and in every fuch cafe they are hereby authorized andiindtly

required, without delay, by all or fome of the ways and means hereby in that

re(pect provided, to fue and profecute the offender and offenders for the recovery

of fach penalties or penalty, or to fuch punifhment or punithments as is or are by

this A& annexed to the offence or offences by him or them committed; and alt

fuits and profecutions carried oa by or in the names of the faid guardians, any one

or more of them, with the approbation of two of them at Ieait, fhall be main-

‘tained by the public, and the expences attending the fame defrayed out of the

“public treafury.

And whereas the manumitting and fetting free Slaves, difeafed, blind, aged,or

-otherwife difabled from working, without making provifion for their fultcnance

and comfort, ought to be prevented, as it obliges them to ramble asout and beg

for fubfiftence, which frequently compzis them to the neceflity of robbing andfteal-

F,
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ing, and leads them to other bad practices to fupport themfe'ves: And whereas it
is alfo neceffary to difcourage the too frequent and, indi{criminate manumiffion of
Slaves, without a fufficient provifion being made for their fupport; Be it therefore

enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after ‘the publication of this

A@, it fhall not be lawful for any perfon or perfons to manumit or fet free any
-Slave or Slaves belonging to him, her, or them, without firft paying unto the Trea-

furer ofthele Tftands for the time being, the fum of£.100. current moneyfor each

and every Slave {o manumitted; and the Treafurer is hereby directed and required
:to certify on the back of the manumiffion, that fuch {um has been to him paid ; and
no manumifiion executed after the publication of this Act, without fuch certificate,
‘fhall be of any force or validity whatfoever.

And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That each, and every perfon fo
:manumitted, fhall be entitled to receive an annuity of £.10. current money, to be
paid by the Treafurer, one moiety every fix months, who.is hereby authorized and
-required-to pay the fame for and during the natural life of fuch perfon or perfons
fo manumitted and fet free as aforefaid.

~ And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any perfon or
-perfons fo manumitted as aforefaid, fhall be abfent from this government, he, the,
“or they, fhall be entitled to receive fuch annuity.as aforefaid, upon tran{mitting or
producing to the Treafurer of thefe Iflands, a certificate from the Reétor of the pa-
-rith where fuch perfon or perfons may adtually refide, or from any of His Majefty’s*
‘Jeftices of the Peace in fuch parith, ifland, or place, cf him, her, or their being
‘then alive, and conduéting and behaving him, her, or themfelves, as peaceable and
good fubjeéts; and fuch certificate fhall be a fufficient warrant to the Treafurer for
the time being,.to pay the annuity or arrears of annuity as aforefaid.

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafes of any heinous
:erime, mifdemeanor, or other diforderly conduct of any fuch perfon or perfons fo
manumitted and fet free, on conviction thereof on the oath of one or mure cre-
dible witnefs or witneffes before any three of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace,
fach perfon or perfons fo offending fhall forfeit to His Majefty, His Heirs and
Succeffors, the whole of fuch annuity, or fo much thereof as the faid Juftices in
‘their judgment may think proper, in proportion to the heinoufnefs of the offence
committed ; fuch forfeiture to be applied to the public ufes of this government.

And be it further enaéted by the.authority aforefaid, That if any perfon or
perfons, whofe ufual refidence has been in this government,-fhall, at any time after
the publication of this Act, be manumitted or fet free by any deed of manumif-
fion, executed:-in any other place than within this government, fuch manumiffion
fhall be and is hereby declared to be null and void in this government, to all in-
tents and purpofes whatfoever, any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary in any-
‘wife notwithftanding, until the fum of£.100. be by each and every fuch perfon
fo. manumitted, paid into the hands of the Treafurer as aforefaid, which fhall en-
title the perfon paying the fame to reccive the annual fum of £.10. as hereinbefore
mentioned.

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all penalties and forfeitures
-in this AG mentioned,.the recovery and application whereof have not already been
‘declared, fhall be recovered in the iaid Court of Common Pleas, by a¢tion of debt,
biil, plaint, or information, and paid intothe hands of thepublic Treafurer, for the
public ufes ofthe Colony.

- And be it enacted by the authority dforefaid, That if any Guardian of Slaves
fhall be fued or moletted for any thing done by virtue of this Act, he fhall and may
plead the general 1ifue, and give this Act and the fpecial matters in evidence; and
if the Piaintiff be nonvuited or difcontinue his aétion, or a verdi& befound againft
him, he fhall pay treble cofts offuit;and this A fhall be deemed a public Act, and

-all Judges, Juftices, and Juries, are to take .notice thereof accordingly, without
{pecially pleading the fame. _—

And
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And be enacted by the authority aforefaid, ‘That this A& fhall be and remain Claufe 26;

in force from the publication thereof, for and during the term oftwo years thereafter, :

and until fome further or other provifion fhall.be made by the Legiflature for the

purpofes of this AQ.
oot

‘Paffed the Affembly,

-a7th November 1797.
(Signed)

Fn? Lynch,
Clerk of the Affembly.

‘Dated at Saint :George’s, 9th December, in the year of
-our Lord 1797, and in the 38th year of the reign of
.our Sovereign Lord George the Third, of Great Britain,
‘France, and Ireland, King, Defender of. the Faith, and
fo forth. .

(Signed) 7
. James Hay, Speaker.

Paffedthe Council this 24th November, in -the year of our Lord 1797.

“(Signed) G. H. Horfley.
“Deputy Clerk of the Council, '

(Signed) Charles Green.

‘Affented to by his ‘Excéllency ‘the Captain-General and Commander ia
.Chief, this 9th December 1797.

. (Signed) G. H. Horfrey.
‘Deputy Clerk ofthe Council.

GRENADA. .
.Duly proclaimed at Saint George's,ia the Ifland of Gre-

nada, the.11th of December .1797.

(Signed) $F. Davis..-
‘Dep. Prov. Marfhal.

‘Copy. “No. 6. —Copy of a'Letter from Governor Green to

-his Grace the. Duke of Portland; dated :Grenada,

: Secret. -Loth\June-1798.
 

 

My ‘Lord Duke, .

I acknowledge‘the honour ofyour Grace’s Letter, of the 23d of April laft

-(marked Circular and Secret) with its Enclotures,and I requeft your Grace may be

-affured, that-I-fhall take into my moft ferious and immediate confideration, the

different points.which are therein recommended to .my attention, and that I thall

~-ufe my earneft endeavours to imprefs upon the minds of the leading Members of

a Legiflature, the importance of this fubject .to. the welfareand profperity ofthe

“Colony.

On.-the zoth February laft, ‘I had -the honour ‘to tranfmit to your Grace a

certified copy of a Bill which “had paffed here, embracing fome of the objects

fpecified in ‘the obfervations your Grace-has had the goodnefs.to honour me with

-on this head; and.in May laft I tranfmitted a fecond copy ofthe fame A&t, having

rreafon .to believe. that.the fintt had: mifcarried.

I have the honour.to'’be, &c.
z Cha‘ Green.

‘His Grace the
iDuke of Portland.
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No. 7. — Extract of a Letter from his Grace the Duke
of Portland to Governor Green ; dated Whitehall, 17th
July 1798 — N° 10. oO

WITH refpe& to the AG of the Ifland of Grenada, franfmitted ‘to me’ by
you “ for the better protection, and for promoting the natural increafe and
« population of the Slaves within the Ifland of Grenada, and fuch of the Gre-
“¢ nadines as are annexed to the Government thereof, &c.” although it does not
by any means go to the extent that the cafe may be found to require, yet I have
no doubt but the Legiflature will continue to take every opportunity of making
fuch further local provifion and regulations, as will tend to the attainment of the
important objects propofed by the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, of the
‘6th April 1794.

No. 8.—Extraé&t of a Letter from his Grace the Duke
of Portland to Governor Green; dated Whitehall,
i2zth Auguft 1798.—(No. 11.)

IN my Letter to you of the 17th ultimo, I have taken notice of the Act you
refer to, which embraces fome of the objects of the benevolent intentions which —
diétated the Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th April 1797; I have
mo doubt but the Affembly will continue to ufe their beft endeavours for the
attainment of the end propofed by thofe Refolutions. .

No. 9.—ExtraG@ of a Letter from Governor Green to
his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada,
September 3d, 1798.

| HAVE had the honour to receive your Grace’s Letterof the 17th July, con-
veying to me your Grace’s approbation of the regulations, as far as they extend, |
made in the A&t for the better proteétion of Slaves, &c. whichI had the honour
to tran{mit to your Grace.

No. 10.—Extra&t of a Letter from Governor Green to
his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada, ° ©
November sth 1798.

I SHALL not fail to take every opportunity of bringing to the recollection of
the Council and Affembly, the Refolutions of the Houle of Commons, of the
6th April 1797, relating to the Negroes in. the Britifh Weft India Iflands, and I
fhall endeavour to imprefs upon them the urgent ncceffity of adopting the moft
effectual meaiures for attaining the important objects of that Refolution.

(Copy.) _No. 11.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Green to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada, Sep-
tember 7th 1799. ;

‘ My Lord Duke,. - ; ; . ee
- JHAVE been honoured with your Grace’s circular Letter, of the 12th July,laft,
accompanied by the copy ofa Refolutionof the Houfe of Commons, of the 11th July, -
and I (hall not fail io pay due attention to His Mzj fty’s gracious commands therein
fignified to me, by tran{mitting to your Grace, with as little delay as poffible, “ An_
«account, {pecifying, as far asthe fame can be made up, the total number of
“* Negroes now in this Colony, and the total number of births and deaths (onan

_“ average
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a average of the laft three years) diftinguifhing what proportion of thofe that died

4 were born within the fame, or had been imported more than three years before,
« and what number of thofe that died had been.imported within three years of the
© time of their death, together with the Documents in which fuch accounts thall be

46 founded, in order that the fame may be laid before the Houfe early in the next

< Seffion of Parliament.” .
But it is neceffary for me to oblerve to your Grace, that a portion of the period

of time fpecified in the above inftructions (three years) within which the averaved

numberof births and deaths is’ to be ftated, followed [o immediately after ‘the

jnfurreétion, in which fo large a proportion of the Slaves were engaged, that I fear
jt will be difficult to procure an accurate account on this head, nor can it, even

if furnifhed, be confidered asa Document whereon to found any calculation refpect-
ing the averaged increafe or decreafe of the number of Slaves in this Colony at any

other given period, when free from a calamity of the like nature.
A very confiderable proportion of the Slaves who had been out m the woods,

" perithed in confequence of difeafes contracted during their abfence from the plan-

tations, and veryfew.births in proportion took place until fome time after good

order was re-eftablilhed. —

n

I have the honour to be, &c..

 

‘Charles Green:

Copy.
No. 12. — Copy of a Letter from Governor Green to his

‘Triplicate. Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Grenada, 6th O&o-
ber -1799.

 

My Lord Duke,

IN obedience to His Majefty’s commands, fignified to mein your Grace’s Dif-

patch of the 12th July laft, | now do myfelf the honour to tran{mitareturn,

{pecifying, as far as the fame could be made up, the total number of Negroes now in

this Government, and the total number of births and deaths (on an average for

the laft three years) diftinguifhing what proportion of thofe that died were born

within this Government, or had been imported more than three years befores

and what number of thofe that died have been imported within three years of the

time of their death, together with the Documents on which fuch return is

ounded.

Having fubjoined to the Repott fome remarks, from myfelf on the fubject of it,

I apprehend it is unneceffary to trouble your Grace with a repetition of them.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Cha‘ Green.

His Grace the
Duke of Portland, K. G.

&e. &c. &e.

No. 13.—Extra&t of a Letter from his Grace the Duke

of Portland to Governor Greens dated Whitehall,

22d November 1799.

"THE obfervation contained in your Letter of the 7th September, relative o tne

_period mentioned in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, which was tranf-

mitted in my circular Letter of the 12th of July laft, is highly deferving attention,

and therefore, although it will be proper to comply with the Refolution of the

Houfe of Commons in the ternis ftated, as far as it can be done; yet I defire you

will furnifh me alfo with a further account, fimilar to that thereby required, for the

three years immediately preceding the infurre€tion in Grenada.

Ig.

F

The Enclo-
fure referred
to does not
appear with
the cerre-
{ponde:ice.
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No. 14 —Extract of a Letter from Governor Green to
his Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Grenada,
att January 1800,

HAVING fome time ago tranfmitted a return of the Slaves, agreeable to the

Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons, I have now only to obferve, in reply to your

Grace’s directions, refpecting my fending a further account of the fame nature

for the three years preceding the infurrection, that 1 am apprelicnfive fuch an
-account, drawn up with any degree of accuracy, cannot be procured, the Docu-

‘ments neceflary for the purpofe having been almoft entirely deitroyed during the
difturbances in this Ifland ; I fhall not fail, however, to make immediate enquiry

on.the fubjeét, and inform your Grace further thereupon.



 

JAMAICA.

 

 

Ordered to be printed 81d June 1804.

————————
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Cuthbert, dated Spanifh Town, 12th December 17973 addreffed to
N° 1.—Letter fubfcribed Simon Tajlor, Heury Shirley, George Murray, and Lewis |

i p.3.G,
the Earlof Balearres - + - - = - - es re te te

Ne 2. Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland;
dated Jamaica, 24th December 1797

(Three Enciofures.)

(1.) Addref:, to His Majetty, of the Affembly of Jamaica -

(2) Adérefs, to His Majeity, of the Council of Jamaiza-  -

(3-) At for laying a Duty on ail Negro Staves imported into

Jamaica- - - - - 5 2 te tt ee

pp. 4-9. G,

Ne 3.—Extraé of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to the Earl of Balcarres; i
- p.1a.G.

roth May 1708.

Ne 4.—Anothers; - = - = = 2 2 2 + 6-8 2 = 25th May.1799 ~~ibid.

N° g.—Another; - - 2 © = - = = = - = - -10thAuguitizo9 -p.1.G,

-N@ 6.—Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland;

dated Jamaica, sth Jan. 2800
(Two Enclofures.)

(1.) Addrefs, to his Majefty, of the Council and Affembly of pp. 116.G.

Jamaica - - © - = 2 2 ee ee eee

(z.) Extraa& Report ofaCommittee of the Heufe of Affembly

on the General State of tne Colony - - - + = -

Ne 7.—-Earl of Balcarres to the Duke of Portland; - 016.6

dated Jamaica, 221 March r3c0f PTO.U~
(Nineteen Inclofures.}

(1.)—Circular Letter from the Secretary’s Office, Jamaica, - ibid
rovh Otuber 1799

(2}—Crdcrin Council, roth February 1200 = - - - - - - = ibid.
(3.)—Communicaiioa trom the Lieutenant Governor to the Council, G

21i March 1800 § ~ Pet7-¥-

(4.)-—Nainber of Slaves in the Parihh ofSt. Andrew - - - - - - ibid,
(5-}—Return from Clarendon Parih - + - - - - + = + = ibid.

(6.)e_-D° - from the Cutos of Kington Town = - - - - © = ibid.

(7-)—Namber of Slaves, &c. in St, Thomas and S: David - - - -p.18.G
(8.)—-De - - « in St, John’s = = - 2 - - = = = = prg.G.
(9:)}—De - - -* + inthe Parifh of Hanover - - - - - + - p.23.G.

(sx0.)—De - - - inthe ParihhofSt. James - - - - - + p.26.G.
(i1.j—D° - - - inthe Parifh of St Blizabeth - - - - - ~ p.28.G,
(:2.)—D° - - + inthe Parith of Weitmoriard - - ~ - - = p.36.G.
(13.)—Naval Officer’s Return of imported and exported Negroes - - p.39-G.

(14.)—Number of Negroes taxed in the Parith of St. Catherine - - = ibid.

(15.)—Number of Negroes in the Parifh of St. Dorothy - - - - - p4o0G,

(16.)—Naumber of Slaves in the Parith of Trelawney - - - - + - p.q3.G,
(17.)—Nomber of Negroes in the Parith of St. Thomas in the Vale - p.47.G.

(18.)—-Number of Negroes in the Parith and [land of St. Mary- + - p.gi.G.

° (19.)—Another Return from the fame Parifhh - - - - - - ~ | - «bid.

Ne 8.—Earl of Balcarres to the Dake of Portland; dated 23d March 1809~- - - p.52.G.

(One Inclofure.}

Communication of the Committee of Council to his Honour the Governor, rela- .

tive to the Increafe, &c. ofNegroes -— -— «= «© we we ewe ew ee } = ibid.
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(Copy.) No. 1.—Copy of a Letter from Simon Taylor, Henry
Shirley, George Murray, and Lewis Cuthvert, Efquires,
to the Earl of Balcarres; dated sath December 17973
and tranfmitted in his Lordthip’s Letter to the Duke of

’ Portland, of Dezember 1797.

Spanith Town, 12th December 1797.
My Lord,

V E. beg leave to thank your Lordhhip for the confidential communication; to us,
of his Grace the Duke of Poztland’s Letter of the 12th of September, and for

your anxious defire to accord the expectations expreffed by that Minifter with the
fentiments and interefts of the People of this Ifand.

_ We affure your Lordfhip that we entertain unfhaken loyalty to the Kine’s
Perfon and Government, and a moft affectionate attachment to Great Britain; both
founded in principle; and we truft we may appeal to your Lordfhip’s juttice,

- whether we have not on all occafions given fteady fupporc to your Adminiftration,
in the courfe of which circumttances occurred that rendered it neceflary to raife
enormeus taxes on the people; which mutt have been fill heavier, had not your
Lordfhip’s activity and exertions for the fafety and protection of this Country been
fo happily diftinguithed.
We are fully conviaced of the critical and dangerous fication in which Great

Britain and her Colonies are p!aced fiom the Enemy we have to contend with, formida-
ble by its power, but {till moreby unremitting attempts againftall order, good govern-
ment, and virtue, eminentiy deftructive to Countries circumftanced as thisis. Weare
moft anxious to join our ‘efforts in common with thofe cf our fellow Citizens to the
exertions of the Mother Country, to repel a Foe from whom we have fo muctr to appre-
hend. While we make this folemn declaration of cur fentiments to your Lordthip,
permit us to exprefs how much the Inhabitants of the Ifland at large feel themfelves
Injured and oppreffed by the fupport, given by fome of His Majefty’s confidential
fervant:, to meafures calculated ia the firft inftance not only to check bur effeccualiy
to deftroy improvements which ate now rapidly carrying on in all parts cf this
valuable Colony, pronsifing the greateft advantages to the ftabiliry of the Hand by
increafing its population, and «ffurding tliofe means from which alone revenue can
flow, in 2 degree far beyond all former experience. Minifers well know that taxes
cannot be borne but in proportion to the profperity of the Country in which they
are laid, and that fuch profperity muft be the effect af improvements. There are
at this time many hundred thoufand acres of land in this {fland well calculated to
increafe our Staples, that only want Labourers (which can be fupplied no where but
from Africa) to be made productive of immenie revenve as well as ineitimable
advantages to the commerce and navigation of the Parent State.

Should we be deprived of the only. means of proiperizy arifing from the importa-
tion of Negroes, which we are entitled to under the fanétion and encourageinent of
many Acts of the Britifh Parliament, and fhould our Staples continue to be taxed
with heavy duties, payable on their arrival at the market to wich they mutt

119. exclufiveiy
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exclufively be fent in the firft inftance, whereby a great advantageis given to the

produce of foreign Colonies over ours at other markets, it is too evident that this

Country muft be rapidly impoverifhed; its inhabitants, their families, and their

creditors ruined; and its Legiflature rendered totally unable to provide for the heavy

contingent expences of its Government. ; .

So much has already been urged on the fubject of an Aboli:ion of the Slave

Trade, that we hall at prefent only exprefs our furprife that the promoters of that

meafure fhould not be impreffed with an idea that Negroes muft have a much better

chance of being made comforiable and happy under Chriftian Mafters, pcffefied of

liberal principles, whofe authority is Emited by law, than Slaves in Africa under

favage tyrants poftefling the power of life and death over their dependa.ts. Your

Lordfhip, who has been in many parts of the Ifland, and has had opportunities of

Knowing the treatment and condition of what may be proverly called its Peafantry,

can, and we truft will, bear teftimony for us in this refpect, that they are treated.

with mildnefs and humanity.
As individuals affectionately attached to the Parent State, we have laid before

your Lordihip our fentiments on objects which, in cur opinion, deferve the ferious

confideration of Elis Majefty’s Minifters, as conacéted with the profperity of the

Empire at large, and moit efpecially interefting to, this Colony. We have the

falleft confidence that your Lordihip will, in any comimunication you fhail be pleated

to make of thefe our fentimenss, do jaftice to the purity of our motives.
We have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) Simen Taylor,
Heary Shirley,
George Murray,
Lewis Cuthbert.

(Copy.) No. 2.—Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Balcarres to
his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Jamaica, 24th
December 1797.

(Three Enclofures.)

Jamaica, 24th December 1797.

My Lord,
IN obedience to the commands of His Majefty, and in conformity to your Grace’s

letter of the 6th of May 1797, inclofing the Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons
of the 6th of April laft, I have now the honour to tranfinit to your Grace an

Addrefs from the Council, and alfo one from the Affembly, to His Moft Excellent

Majetty.
I have the honour tobe, &c.

Balcarres.

To his Grace the Duke of Portland,
&c. &c. &e.

(1.) In the Earl of Balcarres’s of the 24th December 1797.

JAMAICA. f. Copy of an Addrefs of the Affembly of Jamaica.

To The King’s Moft Excellent Majefty.

The humble Acdrefs of the Affembly of Jamaica.

Mceft Gracious Sovereign,
We Your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubieéts, the Afembly of Jamaica, beg

Ieave to return Your Majefly our thanks for having graciouly been pleafed to give
dicetions to the Governor of this Your Majeity’s ifland, to recommend to the
Council and Aflembly so adopt fuch meafures as fhall appear to them beit calculated
to obviate the c2ufes that have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes,
and moft conducive to their moral and religious improvement; and to affure Your

Majelty,
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Majefty, that we are anxious to proceed with effect, but at the fame time, with Jamaica.

prudence, in enacting the moft falutary laws for the government of the Negroes.

We have this Seffion paffed two Bills; the one to promote the humane and

beneficent views ofthe Britith Legiflature, in removing the evils attending theMiddle

Paffage, and to obviate one of the caufes that have hitherto impeded the natural

increafe of the Negroes; and the other as highly conducive to their moral and

religious improvement: the firft of thefe Bills grants to Your Majefty a heavy duty,

which will operate as a prohibition on all imported Negroes above twenty-five years of
age, and gives a power to the Magiftrates of every parifh where Negroes may be

imported and fold, to appoint proper officers to infpect them before they can be

landed, and to report to the Receiver General fuch 2s they may find ofthat defcrip-

tion on board: oaths are required, and fevere penalties are inflicted to enforce thefe

regulations.
We know from long experience, that young Negroes are moft eafily reformed

and correted of the vicious habits they imbibe in Africa, and are more fuccefsfully

inftruéted in the principles of morality and religion, ard brought to life of induftry,

than when grown up to manhood; becaute, in their owa country they areac- -

cuftomed, except at particular times, to a life of idlenefs. The fecond of thefe Bills
places the Clergy of this Ifland on the moft refpectable footing; it raifes .cheie
ftipends to £.270. fterling per annum, befides their glebe (which in fome parifhes is

very confiderable) their furplice fees, and ozher emoluments, which from time to

time have been granted them ; and it provides an ample fund for the fupport of their
Widows and Orphan Children. In confideration of thefe great advantages, the
Clergy are by this Bill enjoined to inftruct in the doctrines of the Chriftian Religion

fuch Negroes as may be willing to be baptized on every Sunday, and at a time to be
appointed by the Rectors. ‘

We have to lay at the foot of Your Majefty’s throne a Law paffedin 1748,
granting ecclefiaftical jurifdiction to the Bifhop of London, but to reprefent that this
jurifdiétion has never been exercifed, and that we are anxious to fee the fame placed
inthe hands of Your Majefty’s Reprefentative in this Ifland; and we pray, that a

power be vetted in him to cenfure, fufpend, or remove any Cle-gy.oan who may be

complained againft, in fuch a manner, and according to fuch regulations as fhall

hereafter be provided for by the Legiflature of Jamaica; with a right of appeal, in
“cafe of removal, to any Court in Great Britain Your Majefty may be pleafed to
approve.
We can with truth affure Your Majefty, that no opportunity, no circumftance,

which may enable the Affembly of Jamaica to make further provifions to fecure to
every perfon in this Ifland the certain, immediate, and active protection of the Law,

in proportion to their improvement in morality and religion, fhall be neglected ; but

we muft at the fame time declare, that we are a€tuated by motives of humanity

only, and not with any view to the termination of the Slave Trade. __ ,

The right of obtaining labourersfrom Africa is fecured to Your Majefty’s faithful

Subjeéts in this Colony by feveral Britith A€ts of Parliament, and by feveral Pro-
clamations of Your Majefty’s Royal Anceftors:—they or their predeceffors have

emigrated and fettled in Jamaica, under the moft folemn promifes of this (abfolurely

neceffary) affiftance, and they can never give up, or do any act that may render

doubtful this effential right.
We have the utmoft reliance on Your Majefty’s paternal goodnefs, that this right

fhall remain inviolate, as long as they fhall remain faithful to Your Majefty, and

true to the allegiance they owe to the Imperial Crown of GreatBritain,

‘41g.
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j‘amaica.

Preamble.

‘(2.) In the Earl of Balcarres’s ofthe 24th December 1797.

Copy.) Copy of.an Addrefs of the Counsil of Jamaica.

JAMAICA.js. ,

To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty.

_ The humble Addrefs of the Council of Jamaica.

Moft Gracious Sovereign, . = ;
We, Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Council of Jamaica,

beg leave to approach Your Majefty’s throne, humbly to offer our thinks for your
having been gracioufly pleafed to give dire€tions to the Governor of this Your
Majelty’s Ifland, to recommend to the Council and Affembly the adoption of fuch
meafures as may appear to them beft calculated to obviate the caufes which have
hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes, and moft conducive to their
moral and religious improvement. Ever folicitous to effectuate, as much as lies in
our power, the welfare and falutary government of the Negroes, we have this Seffion

- given our moft cheerful concurrence to two Bills, which appear to. us well calculated
for that purpofe: the one, further to remove the evils attending their paflage to this
Country, by impofing a prohibitory duty on all Negroes imported into this Ifand
above the age of 25 Years, and caufing Infpectors to be appointed at every place
where Negroes may be imported and fold, to report to Your Majefty’s Receiver
General all fuch as they may difcover of that defcription on board of any veffel;
with ftrict oaths and fevere penalties to enforce and fecure the Regulations of the
Ad. .

Negroes imported above a certain age, are too deeply rooted in the favage preju-
dices, and the vicious and lazy habits prevalent in Africa, ever to be civilized or to
become induftrious and faithful labourers; and long and invariable experience has
taught us, chat fuch Negroes are generally among the firft to excite and commence -
acts of difobedience and rebellion. On che other hand, the minds of the young
Negroes of Africa are fre quently docile ang ingenious, and not difficult to be trained up
to iiduftry, mildnefs, and due fubordination; and are capabie of receiving ufeful in-
#iuctions in the principles of morality and religion. "

With rega d'to the fecond Bill, its c:ief obiett is to raife the ftipends ofthe Clergy
of this Ifland, and to render the pecuniary fituation of themfelves, and their families
after their death, eafy and refpectable; in return for which munificence, the Re¢tors
of the feveral Parifhes are enjoined by this Bill to allot a portion of time, either before
or after th: performance of Divine Service every Sabbath Day, for the inftruction of
fuch Negroes as may be defirous of becoming Chriftians.
We thall on all occafions be happy to demunftrate our allegiance and attachment

to Your Majefty’s Perfon and Government, in beftowing every dutiful attention upon
‘Whatever objects Your Majefty may be pleafed to recommend to our: confidera-_
tion. .

Paffed the Council,
the 23d day of December 1797.

(3). In Earl ofBalcarres's of 24th December 1797.
(Copy.) . |

JAMAICA. /s. An A& for laying a Duty on all Negroe Slaves that fhall
be imported into this ]Mand from the Coalt of Africa,
who fhall be ebove a certain Age; and for regulating the
manner of afcertaining fuch Age.

Whereas many inconvenientes have arifen and may arife, and much mifchiefmay
be done to the inhabitants of this [fland, by the importation of old Negro Slaves from
the Coat of Africa for fale in this Ifland, it having been found by experience,. that
old Negives are in general the peopie who have hitherto’ promoted rebellions and

rebellious
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_ rebellious confpiracies among the other Slaves; and it being very difficult to civilize
and feafon new Negroes who are above a certain age, whereby the preventing, as

G.
Jamaica,

far as may be, importation into the faid Ifland, of Slaves of that defcription, will be
for the general benefic and advantage of the inhabitants thereof; therefore, we
Your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the Affembly of this Your Majefty’s
IMfand of Jamaica, humbly befeech Your Majefty, that it may be enacted: Be it
therefore enaéted by the Lieutenant Governor, and Council and Affembly of this-
Your Majefty’s faid IMand, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of
the.fame, That from and after the thirty-firft day of December, which will be in the
year ofour Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight, there thall be raifed, |
levied, and paid unto Your Majefty, Your Heirs, and Succeffors, a duty of ten
pounds upon.every Slave above the age of twenty-five years, that, fhall be imported
or brought into any harbours, bays, ports, creeks, roads, havens, or quays, in or
belonging to this Hand, or at.or near Port Royal quays, from the Coaft of Africa,

_ whether dire&t or otherwife, and whether fuch Slaves fhall be for fale or not, to be
paid by the Mafters, Owners, or Importers of every fuch Slave, and which faid
duty fhall be over and above, and in addition to any other duty or duties made or

_ to be made chargeable‘and payable on the Slaves imported as aforefaid, by any law
or laws of this Ifland, and fhall be payable in the manner directed by fuch laws re-
{pectively for the payment of other duty or duties on the importation of Slaves

And, for the afcertaining the agesoffuch Slaves; be it enacted by the authority afore-
faid, That on or before the faid thirty-firft day of December, which will be in the

A duty often
pounds upon
every Slave .
above 25
years of age
that fhall be
imported.

"year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight, the Cuftos Rotulo-.
rum or Senior Magiftrate, together with the Juftices of the Peace, or any five of
them, for the refpective parifhes and precincts of Kingftan, St. Catherine, Port
Royal, ‘St. Thomas in the Eaft, St. David, Saint Mary, St. George, Portland, St.
Ann, Trelawney, St. James, Hanover, Wettmoreland, St. Elizabeth, Vere, and
St. Dorothy fhall, by warrant under their hands and feals, appoint perfons of
integrity and capacity, to act as Infpectors at the different ports, or harbours or
landing places, in or belonging to their refpective parifhes or precingts; and that the
number of Infpectors to be appointed in each refpective parifh or precinét, fhall he
as follows; for Kingfton five, for St. Catherine three, for Port Royal three, for

- St. Thomas in the Eaft three, for St. David three, for St. Mary three, for Se.
George three, for Portland three, for St. Ann three, for Treiawncy three, for St.

- James three, for Hanover three, for Weftmoreland three, for St. Elizabeth three,
for Vere three, and for St. Dorothy three; which faid Infpeétors fo appoinced, or
any two of them, fhall within twenty-four hours after the arrival of any thip, fnow,
brig, loop, or other veffel, having on board any Slaves from the Coaft of Africa,
whether direct or otherwife, at any port or bay in or belonging to any parifh wherein
fuch Infpectors fhall be appointed, repair on board fuch thip, fnow, brig, Noop, or

. other veffel, and infpect and examine fuch Slaves, and make a due return thereof
“within twenty-four hours after fuch infpection, upon oath; or, if a Quaker, upon
affirmation, into the Office of the Receiver General, or to his lawful Deputy; which
gath or affirmation thall be as follows: .

“ Jamaica, /s.—Perfonally appeared before me, A. B. and C. D. Infpectors ap-
pointed by virtue and under authority of an AG of the Lieutenant Governor,
Council, and Affembly of this IMand, intituled,- ‘ An Act for laying a duty on all
Negro Slaves that fhall be imported -into this Ifland- from the Coaft of Africa, who

: fhall be above a certain age; and for regulating the manner of afcertaining fuch
age ;’ and made oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, That they have in-
{pected and examined a cargo of new Negro Slaves now on board a certain fhip or
veffel, called the - whereof > is Mafter or
Commander, arrived from and that there were fhewn to them by
the faid or by acting in his behalf,

Negro or other Slavess and thefe Deponents further fay, that
‘according ta the beft of their judgment, knowledge, and belief
of thefaid Slaves are above the age of twenty-five years; and they further fay, that
theyhave not nor hatheitherof them, nor hath any perfon for them or either of
"1g. them,

Infpefors to -
be appointed.

Oath tobe ©

taken.
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them, -direétlyorindire@ly received any fee or reward for making this return; ‘or

are promifed, or will receive. from any perfon, or by any means whatfoever, any fee

“er reward for making ‘the fame, except the allowance to which they are entitled

under-the-faid A@:” Which oath fhall be duly adminiftered and attefted by any

Magiftrate of the parith where fuch infpection fhall be made.

“And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Infpectors making _

fach return as above directed, fhall have and receive the {um of one fhilling and three

pence per head for every Slave on board fuch veffel they fhall fo infpeét, which faid tum

of one fhilling and three pence per head fhall bepaid to the faid Inipectors by the Con-

fignee er Seller of fuch Negro or other Slaves; and in cafe of refulal, or of non-pay-

ment thereof, any Juftice of the Peace for the pain fhall and is hereby empowered

and required to enforce payment thereof, and of all. charges reafonably incident, by

warrant of diftrets and fale under his hand and feal, to be levied on the goods and

chattels ofthe perfon or perfons refufing to pay, or not paying as aforefaid.

And be it further enacted by the authorityaforefaid, That ifany Mafter, Owner, or

Confignee of any fhip, floop, or other veffel, fhall refufe to peri: fuch Infpectars to

come on board his faid fhip, loop, or other veflel; or fhall refufe to produce the

cargo of Negro or other Slaves before fuch Infpectors for infpection, withia

the time before limited; or fhall land, fell, or difpofe of any of the Slaves fo

importedbefore fach infpection hath been made and reported, according to the true

intent and meaning of this A, every fuch Mafter, Owner, or Confignee hall for

“every offence refpectively forfeit the fum of one thoufand pounds.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That ifany perfon or perfons,

‘being appointed an Infpector or Infpectors, and having accepted of the {aid appoint-

anent under the authorityof this Act, fhall negleét or refufe to do his or their duty as

therein required of him, every fuch perfon fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of five

hundred pounds for each offence, and be for ever after rendered incapable of acting as

fuch Infpe@tor: Provided always, and it is hereby enacted, that if any Slaves imported,

and for whom the aforefaid duty fhall have been paid, fhall be atually exported off this

Ifland within two months after fuch importation, for any other IMand, dominion, or

territory, there thall be repaid by the Receiver General to the Exporter or Exporters of

fuch Slaves, at and after the rate of ten pounds per head for each Slave reporied
above the age of twenty-five years, provided that the faid fum of ten pounds per

head on new Negroes to be exported fhall not be paid by the faid Receiver General

until the Exporter or Exporters fhall have given’ to the Receiver General, or his

lawful Deputy, fatisfa@tory proof upon oath that the faid new Negro Slaves fo

intended to be exported, are bondfide part of the Slaves on which the additional duty

of ten pounds impofed by the A& hath been paid, and fhall with good and fuificient

fecurity enter into bond, to be lodged in the Receiver General's office, conditioned

that he or they, nor any perfon or perfons for him or them, will not reland or caufe

_ to he relanded in any port, bay,.haven, or creek, in or belonging to this Ifland, any

of the Slaves fo exported, without giving notice of fuch relanding to the Receiver

General, or his lawful Deputy, within forty-eight hours after any fuch Slaves fhall

have been relanded; and the fum of money which thall be mentioned and exprefied
in the faid bond, fhall be for double the amount of the fum paid by the Receiver

General to the Exporter or Exporters for the whole of the cargo of Slaves fo

| exported; and in cafe of non-compliance with the condition of the faid bond, the

~ fame thal! become forfeited to the ufe and benefit of the perfon profecuting for the

Age ofSlaves
impurted to
be aicertain.

ed on Ouih,
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fame in the Supreme Court, or eicher of the Courts of Affize in this Ifland.
And be it enaéted by the. authority aforefaid, That the ages of Slaves to be

exported fhall be afcertained and reported on oath, as in the cafe of imported Slaves

above the age of twenty-five years, by the aforefaid Infpectors, or any two of them;

and for ther trouble therein, fuch, In{peétors fhall be entitled to have and demand a

fee at and after the rate of two fhillings and fixpence for each Slave infpected and

exa vined. , ; .

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Slaves fo

expor:ed, who are above the age of twenty-five years, hall at any time fubfequent, to

fuch exportation be broughtinto any hacbour, port, bay, haven, creck, or quay 1n oF:
belonging
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beloneing to this Iflend, they thalt be fubject and liable to the duty hereinbefore

jmpofed on Slaves coming from the coatt of Africa; and the thip or veffel in which

the fame. {hall be fo returned, ‘and the Mafter or Commander thereof, and all perfons

interefted, fhall be liable to the fame rules and regulations as is hereinbefore enacted

and provided in refpect to hips or veficls bringing new Negro Slaves from the

coatt of Africa or elfewhere. | j

And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if the Owner, Matter, Com-

mander, or Supercargo of any fhip or vefiel in which new Negro Slaves fhall be

imported into this Ifland, fhell, within the period of fourteen days immediately

preceding the arrival of fuch fhip or veffl, have fhaved or cut the hair from the head,

or oiled the body or bodies of any Slave or Slaves on board fuch fhip or vefel, or

made ufe of any other means or artifice in order to conceal or prevent.the afcertaining

the refpective ages of {uch Slaves, he fhall for every offence forfeit the fum of two

hundred pounds, on proof being had before any Jutftice of the Peace by the oath of |

one or more competentwitnefs or witnefles.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That.the Monies to be levied,

raifed, and collegted by virtue of this AS, thall be by the Receiver General applied

in aid of the monies to arife for or in refpe&t of any ducy or duties impofed by any

law or laws of this :flind, cn the importation of Slaves from the cealt of Africa, of”

to and for fuch purpoles as fhall be at any time directed by any Act of the Legiflacure

ofthis Ifand: And be it enaéted, That the faid Receiver General for the ume’

being hhall, for doing his duty herein, retain and keep out of the monies fo to be

colle&ed at and after the rate of five pounds per cent. and no more. .

And be ic enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That the Receiver General for the

time being thall, before he officiates purfuant to this AG, with good and fufficient

fecurity, fuch as a Board of the Commiffioners of Public Accounts {hall approve,

enter into bord in the Secretary's Office of this Ifland to our Sovereign Lord the

King, his Heirs and Succeffors, in the fum of five thoufand pounds current money

ofJamaica, conditioned that ke, his heirs, executors, or adminttrators, fhall render

and give to any Afflembly when fitting, or to the Commifiioners appointed or to be

appointed for ftating and fettling the public accounts, a juft and true account of all -

monies by him received in purfuance of this A@ when thereunto required; and thac

he, his heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, hall pay over all fuch {ums of money as he

fhall fu receive to fuch perfon or perfons as fhall be lawfully authorized to receive the

fame.
And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That all penaities in this A& men-

tioned, and not declared in what manner, they fhall be recovered in the Supreme

Court of Judicature of this Iffand by aétion of debr, bill, plaint, or information,

‘wherein no effoign, protection, wager of law, imparlance or injunction, shail bz granted

or allowed, or non vult ulterius profequi be entered; one moiety whereof fhali be to

the ufe of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, for and towards the fupport of the

“Government of this Ifland, and the contingent charges thereof, and the other moiety

to the informer, or him, her, or them who fhall fue for the fame. :

And be ic further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That this Act, and every

claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, fhall continue and be in force from the

thirty-firft day cf iecember, which will be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven

hundred and ninety-eight, until the thirty-firft day of December one thovfand eight

hundred and one, and no longer.

Paffed the Council I confent this a3d Paffed the Aflembly

this 2cth day of day of Dec. 1797- this 18th day of

Dec. 1797. Balcarres. Dec. 1797-

MM. Atkinfin, Afs' C'C' Don. Campbell, Speaker.

Vera Copia Ext.

° G. Atkinfon, Sec’.

119.
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, No. 3.—Extract of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of

Portland to the Earl of Balcarres ; dated Whitehall,
roth May 1798. .

“IN obferving upon the other fubjects contained in the letters from your Lordfhip,

which Ihave now before me, it is with great pleafureI execute . His Majelty’s

commands in fignifying to you the fatisfaétion which His Majefty has expreffed at

the legiflative meafures that have been taken for promoting the moral and religious

information; the welfare and fa:utary government of the Negroes, as fet forth in the

Addreffes to His Maje(ty from the Council and Affembly; and His Majefty is

- confident that no exertions will be {pared by the Legiflature of Jamaica, which can

lead to the attainment of objets of fuch high importance, and of fo beneficial a ten-

‘dency, in every repect, as thofe expreffed in the Refolution of the Houfe of Com-

monsofthe 6th of April 1797-—I am to add, that His Majefty highly approves of

the further provifion which has been fo judicioufly and liberally made for the Clergy

- of the Hfland. In confequence of the requeft contained in the Addrefs from the

_Affembly, that the Ecclefiaflical Authority, which is by the Aét of the Ifland of the

aft George II. chap 6, velted in the Bifhop of London over the Clergy of

_ Jamaica, may be delegated in fuch a manner as io be exercifed within the Ifland in

cafes which may be found to require it; I have, by His Majefty’s direction,

communicated with that Prelate upon the fubje€t, who looks with great pleafure to

- the happy effects of the meafure propofed, and is anxious to give every facility in

“his power to its accomplifhmenc. He therefore will do every thing on his part that

is to be performed; and | will alfo take the opinion of Flis Majetty’s Law Servants

_as to the manner and form in which it will be moft advifeable to transfer and delegate

the Authority applied for, fo as to anfwer the objects ftated in the Addrefs from the

Affembly.

(Copy.) No 4.—Copy of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of |
Portland to the Earl of Balcarres; dated “Whitehall,

- 2§ May 1799. :
My Lord,

‘1 Hab great fatisfa@tion in laying before the Houfe of Commons, the meafures
~which have been taken by the Legiflature of the Ifland of Jamaica to promote the

great and falutary objects pointed out by the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons,

of the 6th of April 1797. The meafures to which I allude, are thofe which prohi-

bit the importation of Negroes into that Ifland who exceed the age of 25 years,

and which fecure to this detcription of perfons in general, throughout the Ifland, the
advantages of mo:al and religious inftruction.

I am defirous of confidering thefe provifions as a pledge of the readinefs of the
-Legiflature to make fuch others as fhall tend moft fpeedily and effectually to im-
prove the condition, and confequently to promote the population of the Negroes in
Jamaica. .

In confulting the principal Planters and leading Men of the Ifland upon the moft
» practicable means of carrying into eff the fuggettions I have fubmitted to your

Lordthip, in my letter of the 23d of April 1798, you will omit no opportunityofavail-

ing yourfelf of their au-hority and influence, and will not hefitare to adopt anyalte-

ration and amendment which may occur or be propofed to you, which can facilitate,
th fuccefs of the meafures in queftion, the odjeét of which, it is evident, mult be,

by meliorating the condition of the Negroes, to give an additional ftrength and fe-
~ curity to the intereft of the Planter.

Lam, &c.
_ Portland.

To the Earl of Balcarres,
&c. &c..&e.
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No. 5.—Extract ofa Letter from his Grace the Duke of Jamaica
Portland, to the Earl of Balcarres; datedWhitehall,
roth Auguft 1799.

IN the Letter I had the honour of writing to your Lordhip on the 2 gth of May
~ Taft, I called your attention to the further meafures to be taken by the Legiflature of

Jamaica, with a view to the {peedy and effectual improvement of the condition, and
confequently to the increafe of the population of the Negroes in that Ifland. At the
fame time, | particularly urged you on the fubject of the fuggeftions tranfmitted in my
Letter'to you of the 23d of April 1798.
Your Lordfhip I hope, therefore, will not fail to furnith me with the refult of

your enquiries and further proceedings on this fubjeét, before the commencement
or as early in the courfe of the next Seffion of Parliament as poffible.

(Copy.) No.6.—-Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Balearres to
the Duke of Portland; dated Jamaica, sth Jan. 1800.

(Two Enclofures.)
My Lord,

I nave the honour to inclofe to your Grace, an humble Addrefs from the Council
and Affembly of Jamaica, to His Moft Excellent Majetty.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Grace’s moft obedient humble fervant,
(Signed) Balcarres.

To his Grace the Duke of Portland, &c. &c. &c.

(1.) In the Earl of Balcarres’s of the sth January 1800.

JAMAICA. /. To the King’s Moft Excellent Mujefty.

The humble Addrefs of the Council and Affembly of Jamaica.
Mof Gracious Sovereign,

We your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the Council and Affembly of
Jamaica, moft humbly beg leave to fubmit to your Majefly’s confideraticn the very
great apprehenttons entertained by the inhabizants of Jamaica, arifing from the-dangers
that may follow even a difcuffion of their rights to the propertics which they hold
in this Colony under Patents from your Majefty and your Royal Anceftors; from a
threatened abolition of the Slave Trade, either partial or total; from an alteration
of the meafures which have been uniformly purfued by the Legiflacure of this ifland
to enfure its fafety, by encouraging fettlements in the interior parts of the country;
from the perilous fituation in which they are placed by the evacuation of the Mole
Saint Nicholas, and the diftr:a of Jeremie; and by the fubfequenct intercourfe
which has taken place between the Governmeat of this [Mand and that of Sziue

- Domingo. .
We beg leave to reprefent to your Majefty, that the regular force ftationed in this

Ifand, is undoubtedly inadequate to the protection of this Colony as the prefenc
ecritical period, in confequence of which, your Majelty’s faichful fedjects Lave been
compelled, as the only expedient in their power, to put the ifiand under Mariial
Law.
We do moft folemnly affure your Majefty, that we are anxious to ren.'er the firua-

tion of our Slaves as comfortable as can be done, coniiftently with their condition
and our own fafety.
We place the fulleft confidence in your Majefty’s paternal folicirude for the weifare

of your people, and that our reprefentations will be gracioufly confidered by your
Majefty, and be productive of that redref§ and protection which are earnetiiy in
‘plored by your Majefty’s faichful and loyal fubjeéts of this IMand.

” Paffed the Council this Pailed the Affembly this
22d day of Dec’ 1799. 22d day of Dec’ 1799.

(Signed) M. Atkinfon, . (Signed) Kean Ofborn,
C* Council. . Speaker.

119.
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(2.) Franfmitted in the Earl of Balcarres’s of the 5th of January 1800.

Extraa&t of a Report made and agreed to. by the Hoult of

Affembly at Jamaica, on 20th Dec. 1799, by a Com-

mittee appointed to take into Confideration the general

‘State of the Colony, &c.

Thatit appears tothe Committee, by authentic information received from Great

Britain, that it is the intention of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, by the autho-

rity of the Eritifh Parliament, to prevent the extenficn of the cultivation of this

Colony by new Settlements ; and, indeed, this feems to be the chief feature of the

notice he gave in the Houfe of Commons, for effeting the gradual and complete

abolition of the Slave Trade, by rendering the further importation of African Ne.

grues into the Colonies of lef neceffity: In his calculation, however, on this fub-

ject, he has totally overlooked the important confideration with refpect to Pianta-

tions already fettled not having a fufficient number of labourers now oa them, to

make them productive in any proportion to their capabilicy; which is a fact too

notorious to be controverted; and his declaration, in the notice given ofthe mea-

{ure he meant to introduce into Parliament the following Seffion, that the further

increafe of Negro population in this Colony would prove highly dangerous to the

white inhabitants, from the inequality of the numbers, is, in the opinion of the

Committee, erronecus in the extreme: nothing can fo greatly contribute to the in-

creafe of white population, and that too of the defcription likely to be moft ufeful

for our fecurity, a3 the encouragement of favall fectlers in the interior: the obferva-

tion on this fubject, contained in the very able Report made to the Houfe the 23d

of November 1792, cannot be too often repeated, and the increafe of fmall fet-

tlements made, almoft exclufively, by perfons who have been Overfeers, Trades-

men, and Book-keepers fince that peitod, clearly fhews how far the encouragement

to fuch fettlers has tended to the population of the country.

‘That fhould the profpeéts which have hitherto been held out to people of this

defcription, of acquiring property in Land and Negroes, be taken away, or in any.

coniiierable degree checked, no perfons will adventure to thisCountry in which any

confidence can be placed, to be employed on Plantations as Overfeers, Tradeimen,

and Bock-keepers, without which it is impoffible to carry on Plantations to any ex-

tent. The IQand would then be reduced to the neceflity of employing low and

- woithlefs perfons in thefe fiivations, from whofe condué no goed could be expected,

but the very contrary would be the cafe; in a very few years we fhould be reduced

in the moft ufeful white population required for agricultural purpofes, in a very

alarming degree, fuch would be the effeét, fhould the erroneous ideas of the Chan-

cellor of the Exchequer, with refpect to preventing new fettlements, and the aboli-

tion of the Slave Trade, be. realized. The Commitee beg leave to ftare on this

fubject, that the ifland of Jamaica is very differently circumftanced to almoft all

other Britith Weft India IMlands, which, being circum({crioed in land, cannot admit of

further extention in Settlements, and have tong fince been poffeffed of a fufficient

number of labourers for carrying on their Plantations.

Thatit appears from the books of the Commiffioners of Public Accounts, that

there are in this Ifland, 2,176,030 acres afleffed to pay the land tax and quit rents;

of which quantity, a proportion of net }cfs than one half may be eftimated not to

be in actual cu'ture, but affording an ampie field, not only for the improvement and

extenfion of Settlements in the interior already begun, but alfo for numerous new

fettlements. To prove this in a clear manner, the Committee beg leave in this place

to thew, from the Statement of coffe fettlements in the Appendix, the great dilpro-

portion in the whole quantity of land compofing them, with the quantityin actual

cultivation, which, taken in an egoregate point, is as follows:— Number of plantations

348; total quantities of lands, 128,346; land in actual cultivation in coffee, 15,34373

and land in provifions, which laft the Committee eftimate at one half of the quan-

tity in coffce. Another material obfervation here to be made, is the very fmall pro-
portion
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portion of the Proprietors of thefe interior fettlements, that are abfentees, which by
the ftatement before referred to, is fhewn to ‘be, out of the whole number of fet-
tlements, that only 33 are abfent. The advantages that would unavoidably flow
from the extenfion and culture of fuch fettlements, both to the population and the
productive property of the country, as well as to the navigation, commerce, and
manufactures of Great Britain, are too evident to require any argument in favour of
the encouragement that ought to be held out by the Legiflature for their fupport:
fhould the Britifh Government proceed in their threatened meafures, it muft appear
to the whole world, that the Inhabitants and Proprietors of this Country will be
made the obje¢ts of the moft pointed political oppreffion, on their parts not only
totally unmerited, but on the ccntrary, they have, at leaft equally with any other
detcription of His Majefty’s fubjeéts, onall. occafions evinced their loyaltyto the
Sovereign, and their attachment to the Mother Country.

That the Committee beg leave to obferve, that the {trong meafure.adopted in the
" feffions of 1797, and carried into effect in the laft feffion, of paying and fubfitting
two thoufand men for the defence of the Ifland, at its fole expence, is intended to
increafe the internal population by fectling thefe men, and granting them fmall por-
tions of Jand, after the expiration of the term of their military engagements: this:
for:ns one of the moft advantageous features of a meafure fanctioned by Royal ap-
probation, and that of the King’s Minifters; how it is to be effe€ted, fhould the po-
licy of the Britifh Government, with refpe€t to preventing further extenfion of fet-
tlements in the interior be purfued, the Committee leave to the Houfe to judge.

That the Committee now proceed to ftate to the Houfe their obfervations and
epnions, with refpc& to the fleps that have been taken in the Britifh Parliament,
fince the Report made in the Sefficns in 1792, either to abolifh the Slave Trade, or
to limit the fame; and ‘how far fuch meafures may contribute to the internal fafety
ofthe Colony! here they deem it neceffary to infert, briefly, the meafures introduced
into Parliament on that fudject; viz.

26th February 1793.—Mr. Wilberforce moved, That the Houfe fhould, on
‘Thurfdsy next, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider the
circumttances of the African Trade; which was oppofed by Sir William Young,
who moved an Amendment, “ that this day fix months’? be inferted in the place
of “ Thurfday next,” which was carried, 61 to $3.

24th May 1793.—Mr. Wilberforce fubmitted two Motions to the Houfe of
Commons; one for abolifhing the Trade for fupplying foreign territories with
Slaves, which he carried by a majority of 7: the other, for limiting and regulating
the importation of Slaves into the Britifh Colonies, for a time to be limited, he lott
by a majority of 10.

8th February 1794.—Mr. Wilberforce moved for leave to bring in a Bill,,for
preventing the fupply of foreign territories with Slaves frora the coatt of Africa
in Britifh veffels, which was carried by a majority of 23. a

sth May 1794.—Lord Grenville moved the Houfe of Lords to poftpone the
fecond reading of the Bill to prevent the fupplying Foreigners with Slaves, to the
aft of September, which was carried. .

28th February 1795.—Mr. Wilberforce moved for leave to bring in a Bill, for
an abolition of the African Slave Trade, at a time to.be limited; which was put off

for fix months, by a majority of 17. a
gd. March 1796.—A Bill for abolishing the Slave Trade was read a fecond times

majority 64 to 31.
gth May 1796.—This Bill was rejected. ;
6th April 1797.—Mr. Charles Ellis made a Motion refpecting the Slave Trade,

and the Negroes in the Weft India Colonies; which was taken into confideration by

the Houfe of Affembly on the 2ift of December in that year. o
1sth May 17¢7.—Mr. Wilberforce moved for leave to bring in a Bill to abolifh

the Slave Trade, which was negatived: Noes 82 ta 74. _.
2d April 1793.—Mr. Wilberforcemade a Mction for abolifhing the Slave Trade,

at atime to be limited, which was negatived: Noes 87 againft 82.
119. 8th June
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8th June 17.98.—Slave carrying Bill is paffed in.the fame form it-was in the pre-

ceding year. -

iit March 1799.—Mr. Wilberforce moved the Commons for abolifhing the -

Slave Trade, at a time to be limited, which was negatived: Ayes.54; Noes 84.

_June.1799.—A_ Bill paffed the Commons for prohibiting the Slave Trade on the

«Coaft of Africa, within certain limits —(Mr. Thornton's Bill.)

sth July r799.—The Houfe of Lords reject Mr. Thornton’s Bill: Ayes 32,

“Noes-25;. Proxies oneach fide 36.
1othJuly 1799.—Houfe of Lords make an Order, on motion of Lord Gren-

ville, for the produdtion oflog-books of veffels carrying on the Slave Trade .to the

.coatt of Africa.
rith July 1799.—Mr. Pitt gave-notice in the Houfe of Commons, of his inten-

" tion to bring forward fomepropofitions relative to the Slave Trade, which he con-
fidered to be effentially neceflary to the fafety of the Britifh Weft India Colonies.

That no meafure that has engaged the attention ofthe Britifh Parliament, at any time,
-has had a more-full inveftigation than this of the Slave Trade. The Legiflature of this
Country has, at various times, fully confidered the fubjeft in every point of view.
‘Ihere ftands upon the Minutes of the Houfe, a very able Report thereon, prefented
the 16th Odtober 1783. On the 12th November 1789, another Report was made;
sin which was recommended a free conference with the Council on the fubje&, which
-took place on the 3d of December of the fame year. At that conference twelve re-
folutions were entered into, which were reported to both Branches of the Legifla-
ture, and approved; and a Remonftrance, grafted thereon, in temperate yet fpirited
Janguage, to both Houfes of Parliament, declaratory of the rights of the Welt India
Colonies, protefting again{t any innovation of thofe rights, and claiming that pro-
tection to which they are entitled by the moft facred engagements on the part of the
Parent Country, was framed at-the fame time; the whole of which the Speaker was
direéted to tranfmit to the Speaker. of the Houfe of Commons. Many other dif- |
cuffions on the Slave Trade have occurred fince the date of the Report laft men- .
figned; and the Committee have particularly to notice the Addrets of the Houfe, of
.the 22d December 1797, to His Majefty, in which they have folemnly declared
their right, under feveral Acts of Parliament, and by feveral Proclamations of his
Royal Anceftors, ro the full benefit of obtaining labourers from Africa; and that
wthey never can give up, nor do any act that may render this effential right doubrful,
, ‘Whatthere semains not a doubt, in the opinion of the Committee, that the advo-

sates for.an abolition of the Slave Trade, in both Houfes of Parliament, finding

that the public clamours throughout Great Britain with refpect to it (which were
-encouraged and fomented by the moft artful and injurious mifreprefentations) have

. in a great meafure fubfided, and after due reflection on the fubject, that the public
mind has been undeceived, now intend to effect their favourite meafure of abolition
in an indire&t manner, by plans, which however plaufible as to the manner in which
they are offered, are not rhe lefs infidious, and which, if not refitted, will in their
-confequences involve the gradual decay of the profperity of this valuable Colony,
and ultimately effect its deftruction.

That the Act paffed in the lait Seffion of Parliament, for regulating the Slave
carrying Trade, is undoubtedly calculated to leffen the number of Negroes to be
brought from Africa to the Britith Colonies, by laying a dire& reftraint on the profits
of the Britifh Trader, and thereby caufing a very great rife in the price of Slaves
‘in the Colonial markets: in this Act are contained many new claufes, enacting new
reftraints and fevere penalties, all tending to clog the Trace with every difadvantage
and difficulty; to elucidate which, the Committee beg leave to refer to the A& itfelf.

That the limitation Bill, for abolifhing the Trade on one-third of the Slave Coatt
_of Africa, which was loft in the Houfe of Lords, was certainly intended, by its
{upporters in both Houtes, to be the firft ftage of their plans for abolifhing the
Trade entirely. .

That the Committee think themfelves in duty called upon to ftate tothe Houfe,
show much this Colonyin particular is indebted to his Royal Highnefs the Duke af

Clarence,
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‘Clarence, for -his indefatigable ‘exertions, and very able and {pirited arguments in Jamaica,

our fupport, in the debate in the Hotife of Lords en this Bill, which, in a very great
meafure, contributed toits rejection.

That.it-is more than probable that a‘fimilar Bill may be brought forward in the.
refent Seffion of Parliament, in addition to the propofitions of Mr. Pitt on the

fubject-ofthe Slave Trade, the outlines of which he announced as before fiated.
That-from:the -feveral proceedings ‘in the Britith ‘Legiflature on this fubje&t, the

Committee: entertain the moft ferious apprehenfions, as they all tend directly to affail

and to -deftroy ‘the capitals vefted in the Weft India Settlements, at the invitation,

by the encouragement, and en the plighted faith of the Crowa and of Parliament. It
js-too-true:to admit ofa doubt, that the very exiftence of the Britifh Weft India
Colonifts and their families, as well as the fecurity oftheir Creditors, depend wholly on’
the fuccefs of -thofe inveftments. The period is now arrived which requires, in
felf defence, that they fhould make the ftrongeft proteftations, calculated to avert

- the imminent evils with which they are threatened by the continuance of the policy

purfued:by fome of His Majefty’s Minifters againft their moft facred rights: a

policy which the-Committee does -not hefitate to give as their opinion, is equally

unwife as:itisunjuft and cruel. . ;

That whatever our enemies in Great Britain may prefume to affert to the contrary,

it is certain that the Legiflature of Jamaica has done every thing poffible to be done,

eo:render the condition of the Slaves therein as favourable asis confiftest with their rea-

fonable fervices, and the fafety ofthe white Inhabitants. To-prove this they refer to their
Statutes on that fubjeét; and within thefe ten years, it is particularly to be remarked,

that ic has been the conftant endeavour of the Planters of this Ifland, unitedly as

well as individually, to promote and fecure the comforts of their Slaves: That the.

fame condutt will be continued there is every reafon to expect, more efpecially as the

moft effential interefts of Proprietors are fo'ftrongly connected with the welfare and

"profperity of their Labourers. The Legiflature of the Mland is alone competent to

determine on fuch future meafures ‘as may be expedient further to contribute to this
very falutary objeét, founded on principles of humanity and juftice, as well as good
policy. There can be no doubt, that the ftate and condition of the Slaves haveof

date been greatly meliorated, and from the attention and care of the Legiflature in

enacting fuch further regulations as may be neceffary, in aid of the humane difpo-

fitions of‘the Iphabitants, that the ‘condition of their Labourers will be further greatly

improved, and population by Negroes born and-reared in the Country encreafed:

butmeafuresbeft calculated to forward thefe two importantobjects muft be adopred

gradually, in order to facilitate and effect the purpofes intended. In purfuing this

line of conduét, the Legiflature, as.well as the Inhabitants, will do.all that can be

reafonably expected by the Britifh Parliament, and which certainly ought to protect

them againft the violations of Rights, which -a facred regard to national juttice.

and good faith ought to fecure to ‘them inviolably, The being fupplied with

Labourers from Africa for fupporting, improving, and extending Settlements already.

made, and alfo for making new fettlements in lands within the Ifland, the property.

of individuals, is a right moft facredly pledged to us 5 and any attempt to take away

or reftri&t that right, fo as to abridge the fupply neceflary not only to’maintain the

prefent {tock and the prefent cultivation, but alfo to enable the Proprietors oflands

granted by the Crown for the exprefs purpofe of being fettled, muft unavoidably

defeat the lawful intentions ofthe Inhabitants by their labour and exertions to improve

their own fortunes, and thereby effentially to contribute to the riches and profperity

of the Empire at large. .
That this Houfe is therefore called upon, in a peculiar manner, at thismomentous

crifis, by the duty they owe to themfelves and their conftituents, to refort to every

conftitutional meafure to refit the evils with which they are threatened.

That the Committee, upon confidering the ftate of the culture of this Ifland, have

endeavoured to fhew how much its fecurity againft internal or external danger will

be rendered more effectual and permanent from the fettling numerous plantations in

the interior.
“That thouldthe Country be deprived of the right to procure Slaves from the

I 19. . ' Coaft
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Coaft of Aftica, to improve and extend the numerous fettlements already made
therein, a very great proportion thereof muft be undoubtedly abandoned, and the
Slaves now thereon fold by the Owners to more opulent Proprietors. The fame
-caufe will operate to prevent any new fettlements being made, and of courfe put an
entire {top to the internal roads of communication, on which the fafety of the IMand
fo greatly depends. It will alfo operate mof forcibly to difcourage perfons, beft
‘calculated by morals and education to promote colonization, from migrating toa
Country in which they can have no profpects of acquiring property. From thefe
effeéts, which muft unavoidably follow an Abolition of the Slave Trade; it is fo
evident that the internal fafety of the Iiland, inftead of being promoted by fuch
Abolition, as afferted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, will be very highly
endangered, that the Committee think it unneceffary to enlarge on the fubject. -

That they have alfo to ftate, that beneficial «ffects have flowed from an Act paffed
in the Seffions of 1797, “ for laying a Dury on ail Negro Slaves which fhall be
imported into this Ifland from the Coa% of Africa, that hall be abovea certain age,
and for regulating the manner of afcertaining fuch age;” (the purpofes of which
commenced on the 1ft of January of the prefent year). Such a proportion of young
Slaves have formed the cargoes imported,as never was experienced at any time
before the operation of that Act.

No. 7.-——Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Balcarres to the Duke
of Portland; dated Jamaica, the 22d of March 1800,

(Nineteen Inclofures.)

HAVING laid before His Majefty’s Council your Grace’s Letter of the tath of
June, andits Enclofure, (being a Copy of an Addrefs tiom the Houfe of Commons
to His Majefty, dated the 21th of June 1799) I have now the honour to enclofe as
full a Reporte as I could obtain; and [ conceive the reply of Mr Taylor, dated
February the rgth, and addreffed to the Clerk of the Council, will fufficiently flace
the reafons of the Returns being defective.

 

(Copy.) (1.) In Earl of Balcarres’s, 22d of March 18co.

Circular. Secretary’s Office, October 10th 1799.

Sir,
I am commanded by his Honour the Lieutenant Governor, to enclof: you Copies

ofa Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland, anda Refolution of the Houfe of
Commons, of the 11th of the fame month.

His Lordhip requefts that you will ufe the utmoft difpatch in caufing to be pre-
‘pared, an Account, within your Diftri&t, in exact conformity to the faid Letter and
Refolution; and that you will tranfmit fuch Account to his Lordfhip on or before
the 1ft day of December next, in order to enable him to comply with His Majelty’s
{pecial commands,

, I have the honour to be, &c.
Honourable , (Signed) W. Bullock.

Cutftos.

(2.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800,

{Copy.) ; In Council. .

Wednefday, rath February 1¥00.
Ordered, That the Clerk of the Council do write a letter to the fevera! Cuftodes

who have omitted making Returns, in confequence of the Refoiutions of Council,
bearing date the 5th of October laft, requefting them to make fuch returns wich all
pomiole difpatch, or to affign the reafons which form an obftacle thereto.

M. Atkinfon,
Ci. Conc.
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(3.) In Earl of Baicarres’s of 22d March 1800,

‘(Copy.) In Council.
. 2ift March 1800.

His Honour the Lieutenant Governor laid before the Board feveral Returns

‘made by the Cuftcdes of the different parifhes, in obedience to his Honour’s com-

“mands, Genified to them on the sth O&tober lait, and defired the opinion and

advice of the Council as to the difpofai of them. ‘

The Board, having taken the fame into confideration, were of opinion that they

avere in general defe@tive, and by no means in conformity to the Refolution of the

Houle of Commons; but as there appeared no profpect of accounts being procured

_ witha greater degree of accuracy, the Board recommend-hisHonour to tranfmit them -

jn their prefent ftate to bis Grace the Duke of Portland.

M. Atkinfon,
Cli. Conc.

(4.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.

(Copy.) , Parifh of Saint Ann.

The number of Slaves in this parith about 16,000. This is taken from the Veftry.

or Parifh Books.
,

The total number of Births and Deaths cannot with accuracy be afcertained;how-

ever, they are nearly equal. One-third of the Deaths may be faid to be of Negroes

imported more than three years before, and one-third imported within three years.

This partly from the Veftry Books,my own knowledge, and from what information I

could collect.
(Signed) Alexander Fullarton,

Cuftos of Saint Ann.

Saint Ann, rgth Nov. 1799.

(5.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.

Copy.)

Dear Sir, _—

In obedience to the Lieutenant Governor’s requeft, T have ufed my beft endea-

vours to procure an account of the increafe and decreatc of Slaves in this parifh, for

the latt three years; but I am forry to fay that the Clerk of the Veftry has not as yet

Clarendon, 4th December 1799.

been able to furnith me with more than three names who have complied with my.

public advertifement. I have reafon to apprehend that no fatisfactory account can

be obtained until a more particular mode ofgiving in Slaves at veftries be eftablithed

‘by Law. You will be fo good as to report this to his Lordfhip, and believe me with

refpect, &c. .
Geo. Mackenzie.

William Bullock, Efquire.

(6.) In Earl of Ba‘carres’s of 22d March 1800.

(Copy.) . Kingfton, zoth February 1800,

Sir, ; “

I beg leave to inform you, for his. Lordfhip’s information, that in complianceof

your former Letter, dated the roth October laft, I caufed to be inferted in the Royal

Gazette an advertifement, defiring all perfons in this town and parifh to give in fo

119. the
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‘Jamaica. the Clerk of the Veftry the teveral Accounts required, in conformity to his Grace

ithe Duke of Portland’s Letter. ofthe rath ofJuly Jaft, which has aot been complied

with; and I -beg leave to offer my opinion to his Lordthip, as the reafon for the

inhabitants of this large and populous town's non-compliance, that it is impoffible

fuch Accounts.can be made. out in this diftri€t, with the leaft degree of accuracy, as

we have no regifters of Births and Deaths of Slaves, nor any documents whatever to

go by.
gem ‘T have the honour to be,

. , SFobn Faques, Cuftas,

William Bullock, Ely.

(7.) ‘In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.

‘(Copy.) Kingfton, 1gth February 180.

Sir.
I received your Letter of the t2th inftant, reminding me of a Letter I had the

honour to receive from the Right honourable the Earl of Balcarres, dated che 10th

of Ocber, requiring me, as Custos of the parifhes and precincts of S:. Thomas

in the Eaft and St. David, to furnith him with an Account of the total number of

Negroes then in that Diftriét, and the number of Births and Deaths on an averageof

the laf three years, diftinguifhing what proportion of thofe that Gied were born in

this Ifland, or had been imported more than three years; and what number cf thole

that died had ‘been imported within three years of the time of their deaths; together

- with the documents on which fuch Accounts fhould be founded, in conformity to the

Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, of the 11thof July lat. I beg you to inform

his Lordfhip, that the total number of Negroes, as given into the Veftry for the

quarter ending the 28th day of June 1799, for St. Thomas in the Eaft, was 25,7533

and at the giving in for St. David at the fame time, the number was, 4,647; but

which of them were Negroes born in the Ifland, or Africans imported, I cannot ‘ay,

asI know of no diftin@ion ever made at thofe times. Iwill beg you further to

acquaint his Lordfhip, that it is totally our of my power to furnifh him with any

public documents of the number of Births and Deaths on an average of the laft three

-years, diftinguifhing what proportion of them that died were born in this [fland, or

had been imported more than three years before; and what number of thofe that

died, had been imported within three yearsof. their death; as I never knew or

heard of any fuch Accounts. having been given in at any Vcftries, or had been

required by any law to have been fo given in. It is crue, that almoft every perfon

keeps an Account for him or herfelf, of what Slaves they poffefs, as well as of the

increafe of them by purchafes, inheritance, or births; and alfo of the decreafe by

deaths, fales, or ctherwife: but thefe Lifts theyconfider as their private preperty,

and are not obliged by any law to divulge; for my own part, wheneverI nave had

the misfortune to lofe any Slaves on my properties, I never thought it r-quifite to
amake any remarks, whether they had been three years in the Ifland or not.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Simen Taylor,

Cutftos of the parifhes and precinéts of
St, Thomas in the Eaft and St. David’s.
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JAMAICA,

JAMAICA —Sr. JOHN’S.

3.) In Eerl cf Batcarres’s of 2d March i Soo.
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{ Number of Slaves born. | Number of Slaves whodied. : Of which numberdead,were.
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or PES UR pe BD ete Ble 612 4) ce [MERITS
be if & 8 8:2 wf S18 S18 Zl & o~| 64

PROPRIETOR. & 2 is E i2 "iz 2 | a 5 ;

|
Shady Grove - - - -| $7 |= - 1 2 2 3 3.1 «4 4 —
Archer, Sarah & Phillis - | 10 _ — — _ _ - | _ ~~

Abercrombie, Jane - -|) 4 — — —_ — — _ _— — _.

Anderfon, John Pufey --|, 65 5 2 4 3 I 4 ]- - 8 —
Anderfon, Thomas - =} 73 2 3 5 2 2 2° 3 3 I
Anderton, John, Cliffords!! 118 — — — — —_ — _ _ —
Betts, Eliz. P. = = =|) 48 - -}- -f- -l- -]- - 2 I — —
Brevett, Johanna = =|} 08 2 “3. i- -]- ae 3 _ — — —
Bourke, Edm* Fe. + -i} 30 _— — —_— — — — _— — —

Browne, John M. = -}} 29 - - 2 I I 2 2 —_ _ —_
Brown, John St. Faith’s -]] 24 - wale . 2 —_ 4 — —_— — ——
Browne, Molly - - ~-! a1 1 ! I I 2 2 ~ - 5 —
Bedward, James - - - go 4} om —~ _ — — — — — —.
Cole, Gracey James - -| to fo oe — —f— — — —_ — —_~
Col, Mary&Grace Foord'| 24 | — — |— ~ ~ — _ — —
Montpelier - = + -ll 60. — — a — — — —|—
Connor, Henry - - 9 - . - ri — — — — — —
Deleon, Ab'*Cohen = -i 91 — _— — i — — — {j— — —
Dickenfon, George - “| 13° 2 — —~ f= — —};- — —

Deft Jue Swanfea,5Blown, 454 9 12 ri | 99 li 22 35 17 —
D- D- Browne'sHall-| 252 — | — | on a
Delpratt, Sam! = = =i 46 2 4 ar 4 6 i 4 —
Denalufon, John - - -~1 98 2g [ee -f- -fe -] 28 J- - 2 — —
Darby, Elizabeth- - -|! 5 1 i- -J- -" 4 4 2 5 —_ —
Defiources, Jacques - -] Jo 4 3 4 ~ -/]- | I 8 — ~~
Deleon, Motes = se 5 — — ~~ — —_— ~ — —_ —
Douglas, Peer - = -! 108 — — — — _ _— — _ —
Eames, Flizsbeth oo. - - — wale ie 2 — ~ _- — —_
kK ft . 35 4 . .
ui ace, John - = « 23 . . - < - 1 -{. - 4 —- J _—

Ellis, Robert - - ~ - yr - - « - 1 3 - - - - - = = - 3

Ferro, Ifaac - - . 6 _ — — — ~~ — — — ~
Fuller Peeke, H* of Thetford]! 28 3 9. 8 9 13 10 12 31 4 _—
D-DD -Ret - i] g2 |e 72 ]- - 7; teed. - 1 |—}— fo

Grant, Charles - . - 56 ~ « 2 - t. — - - 3 z —_— —
Gordon, William - ~~ = 2 JO” 13 6. 5 7 — a —
C 74 5orant, Jamese - 2 76 — — — — | —-| nm \ — | —« _
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1 we Sif og “13 0 “Us 0” = {2 ~ SES :
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PLANTATION [| BS ;or-Rlegr7s{27 Qe Spar sia se) 2 [ee gi8ey

I gE. 4 alt a 3 a |Z 15 ely ec = Ba O18 u ‘

or 2 We a)" e a c el ¢ “SGA gs

n 2 a s|€ #18 2/3 G18 413 1 28 y*| 2
PROPRIETOR. i Ee tS ja x & | E43

. ' : ~ nee, a

Geatrel, Tim.B. - - =|} 31 _— — — | — — — — — to

Holcombe, Th’? Hi of at |e -l- - 1 |l- -fe = 4 —_ —~ |.

Hlanchard, Dan' - - - 8 } — — -— ~~ — — —~{o

Hil, Jacob - - - -! 29 — _ —~ — — — — ft.

Hamilton, Richard - -| 4 —~ — — — — — — —~ |.

Haydon, Geo. RR.  - -L 3 _ — — — ~— — — — | ow

Ireland, Cath® - - -!) 43 _— we _— — a — — —|.

Johnitone, Andrew - -( SO | — —_ —_ — —_— — — |

Jamaifon, Alex’ - - -]| 12 , — ~— — — — — — ~

Jordan, Edmund = -f 146 | 73 4 4 9 5 4 IL —| —

King, Mary and Geo. - g9 |- - 1 ]f- - 2 — — — — |-

Lewis, James .- - - 6 — — —_— — _ — ~ — |

Ledwick, Dr. Gregory -] 33 — ~ — — — — — — |=

M‘Donald, Arch* - -j 20 — — — — — — oe ~

Mitchell, Dr. Robt - -i 1 17 3 I I 5 5 5 "13 2 _

M‘Bean, John - - -i 144 7 7 10 1 ~
cnr ite 3 9 5 5 9

M‘Neil, Charles - ing to ade - 4 ll- -|- - 3 — — | =

Millward, Tho? - - -' a4 : ~ ete ef aw elle -]e- - 3 3 — _

M‘Pherfon, John, now’
A. M‘Donald and J. 12 — — ~~. — — — ~~ -

Cameron, Ex’ - - |

Me Kenzie A.&H. Hawkins 30 — _ —_ —_ — — _ -

Mitchell, We Retreat -]| 87 [+ - 2 4 4 3 — — | -

Mendes, Tiaac - - +} at | 2 2|-* - 2|- - 2 _ —|-

Oliver, John - - - -| 123 2 3 3 _ 2 2 _: —_ |=

Powel, James - - -| 4 | — _— — — — — — —|-

Plunkett, Marg’ -  - 1-195 4 3 4 5 g 14 2 I

Pleydell, Sam' - - -| 38 1 I 1 ~ «fe e-feo | 3 —|-

Penlingion, Eliz - - 16 - -Jf- - I ~- «fo - I I — |=

Price, Rofe - -- - -'| 453 — — — — — ~ — —{-

Queenborough, Sam! -} 235 5 $ 4 5 I 3 2 a[-

Reid, John - - ~ -| 13 _ — — — — — _ — -

Reid, Richard - - - 3 — — — — — —~ —_ — |-

Richards, Ann - - - § — ~ — —_ — —_— — —{-

Reid, James - - - -}| O12 - - 1 |— —| me ae — —|-

Ruth, Catherine - - -'| 10 —_ — —~ — — —_— —_ — _

Stone, Ann - - - -j 13 - -]f- -fe- -Ge - I - - I — -

Scott, Wotton - - -j| 2 — — — — —_ — — —f{-

Thompfon, John- - -] 174 3 -
4 |7 ° 5 9 8 17 5

Tulloh, Samuel - - -j} 238 — — —_ — — — — —|{-

’  -$ Dorothy - 50 — — — — —| om — —|-~

Taylor, George - - -l| 29 47 4 3 4 3 3 at — | —

Upton, Mary- - - -f}° 6 — —_ ~ — — — — — [.-

Williams, James - - -| 258 |) — |. — — — — — — —{-

Wright, Joha - - - 28 i: e 1 I 1 I 1 — — "oa

Munt, Maac’ - = = =i 193 — — — — —-| — — —|-
7   
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Sr. JOHN'S. g Namber of Slaves born, Number of Slaves who died, || Of which number dead, were,

“Sen Ie S «o o rea eo 5

NAME ges gif aff eff «lB asfS al g f
=k ile r/o S14 Qe a Qe gz S me 2

. ‘ofthe 2S |S rie 78 F182 -/2 FS Fy & zeal"s
9 Ne tlXe wei 9 -SIX ogsls ,£19 ,4 © fesjese

PLANTATION| ge |2®@/2°Zlaeglecgiiegiecal 2 jesse
or ex is eld 318 2] 2/8 sls ef # |€8E18os

OR za lle #8 Ele Sle Ele Sle &] & | SS] BR
PROPRIET Re = & = & £ 2 a 5 3

Gael = - - - * -' 118 —_ _- _ _ — _— — — _

Sanguinetti, J. ee yo _— —_— _ — — —_ —_— — —_

Hackett, Alex’ - = -!1 24 j}= -[- -|]* - I — _~ — _ —.

Jennings, Eliz" - -| — — ~— —_ — — — _ _ _

Marfhall, E.-H* of -- | — _ — —_— — — — _ —

Osborn, Jos.- - = =| = ~ — — _ _. _ ~~ _ =

Parker, William - - - 7 ~ ef - -fe ef - ede - 2 _ — —

Pearfon, William + |} - 56 — — — —_— — — —_ —_ —

Pennington, Dan!’ = -|) 16 —_ — — — — — —| — —_—

Taylor, Geo. Elliott =- 8 — — ~ — — —_— —_— — —

Hall, William - - -j| 10 — — —_ — — — — — —_—

Lyon,Ed.P.- - = =|} — _ — — — — —_ —_ — | —

Long, Sam'-H' of - -|) — —_— — _ — _ — —_ — —

Roden, Tho* - © -| 13 2 an 4 — — —_ _ ~~

Smith,Cath, - - = - 8 — — —_ — _ — — _— —

Bayly, Rob, S.. «= = -i1 30 — — _ —_ —| — — — —

Lewett, Thomas - - -]) — —_— — _ ~ —~ — —~ — ~

Smith, James P. = of 24 1 bt fe efle -fe 3 — — —

Haylett, Robere - - -| — —_ —_ _ — — — — —

Taylor, James = = -|} — _ — — — — — — — —

(Copy.)

(Signed) . Balcarres.
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8.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.—continued.

JAMAICA.—Sr. JOHN’S.

e
.

na

Sr. JOHN'S. 9 Number of Slaves born, Number of Slaves who died,|Qfwhich number dead

of a « « a a: |

37 oO ew oo oe ~ oo 2

: >» nN mn : nN ON nN °

NAME agis afS fF af®& a5 elf8]& ae
Sle NI Ay on a oO aia & & als;

of the ve = |= ™[3 eis S13 mo ~ = wR Slams

SER TIS EIR CSIs ele elt oe] 8 gE giges
PLANTATION SG )22S/224|22ee feletaleleal} = 5 Als Ee

soe slé aja So, efG& wale 8 a ec flee!

or Se qS sid ala s3 ela ola ei oct a Sls og

. —&E* ou a a Qs a. a, 8 Sof Ey

, 3 € & & 3 & 3 & org 2 & o. & o°| a4

PROPRIETOR. Zz g g 2 if @!s 2 7] 5 3
tt ey ea |G 4 fo i Ez 3

_ |

White, John - - -

Tingley, John - = 8.

Browne, Ann- - - 10

Rofs, Robert - - - 30

Fleming, Francis © - 7

Deleon, Abr. Rod. - /

M" Le Vant - - - 10. I 2

Armftrong, W" - - 4

Anderfon, W™ - - 23 4 I 2 5

Bonny, Elizt- - - 20

Browne, Edward. -

De Campos, Aaron -       
 

     
 

JAMAICA, fi.)
St. Joun’s.

To Thomas King, Confable of the Parifh aforefaid.

« You are hereby direéted and required forthwith to tender the Schem

““ before written to the feveral Proprietors of Slaves, or Perfo

“© having the charge or management of Plantations in the Parl

& aforefaid, and to requeft them to fill up the Blanks therein, oppolit

« to the Names of the feveral Plantations or Proprictors, orothe

«¢ wife to tranfmit an Account to the fame purport to the Cleika

4 the Veltry of the faid Parifh, on or before the 16th Day of Nor

« next, in order that the Circular Letter of the roth of O&t Inftan

“© written by order of his Honour the Lieutezane Governor,

“ hereunto annexed, may be comptied with. Herein fail not)

“£ make a Return of your proceedings to me, not Jater than!

“ 16th Day of Nov’ afosefaid; and for your fo doing this fhall®

a

“ O&' 1799.
“© your authority, Given under my hand and feal this 23d Day!

« F, Quier”
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(g-) In Earl of Balcarres’s uf22d March 1800,
Copy.)

HANOVER.

}

An ACCOUNT of ‘the Number of SLAVES inthe Parith of

" Hanover, with a Return of the Increafe and Decreafe of the faid Slaves,

for the laft Three Years; as given in upon Oath to a Veftry -holden for
receiving ‘fuch givings-in, the 23d November 1799.
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| Decreafe for Three Years.

|
t

  

   

 

&

NAMES s.| = ¢ | Es] et
2é] 2} 8 me] es

of Ce a 3G 2 E 68

Se) ¢ | s |e] Es
PERSONS and PLANTATIONS. 4 5 é 22] x

Zz a ss < A

1 {Anglin, W", deceafed -' -|Paradife - - 136 12 Tie - 3
2 !Ailan, Jane, etal. - - -|Tryall- - - 272} 18 Zoic - 7
3 ‘Atkinfon, George- - - -|Hamftead- - 29 2 |- - + 2
4 |Briffet, Rich’, deceafed - -/Georgia - - 447 19 WIoj- - 14
5° De - - - - + -|G, Valley - - 333 36 ag .- -| 36
6 - se = + HM" De-~ - =} 254] 93 ic. 6
7 - - - = = - +H. Hall - - 34 $ |- - 3
8 - = + - = = -=|Chigwell, P. - a 7 - - 5
9 [Briffet, Jofeph- - - - -|Coccoone - -|| 197| 10- 6 |- -] 13

to [Briffet, George - - - -iEndeavour -] 187] 15 2\- = 8
aI D° - - - + ~ -Content - -f 1891 10 71-7 9
a2 |Brown, W°, fen. - - - -|\Kew - - - 279 | 12 it 12 |- -
13 |Bremner, Pat*- - - - -j/Rockingham - 45:| 7 [ - 4|- -
14 |Briffet, John, deceafed - -|Southfield - - SI il 1 - - 2
ag |Campbell, Peter - - - -iF. River - -|) 282 29 22 4- - 14
16 jCampbell, Duncan - - -|S. Spring - -} 287 | 24 Io j|- -| 2
47 (Carr, John - - - ~ -!Bamboo - - 205 25 8 j- - 3
18 |Clarke, John = - - - -{Retreat + - 5i 3 4- - - 2
ag |Chambers, Jacob- - - -l- - - - - 22 a -—- _ _—
20 |Crooks, Jn° and Richt - -,C. Cove - -} 166] 12 6 |- - 2
21 |Clerke, George - - - -!Pennymore -|, 38 3 S$ i- - 1
22 (Cunningham, M.and Son = -| Woodlands - 61 8 5 - 1
23 |Crofts, R.- - - - - -l- - - - -h ao} — _ _—
24 (Campbell, Jao - -~ - - -IKendal - -! 342 5 4 - - 5
25 |Clerk, W" Virgo- -.- -ijHybla- - -| 26 4 _ — _
26 |Campbell, Robé - - = -!Greenwich 120 6 2 4 )- -
27 (Clarke, Lady Ann - - -JBLHLQuar 235 2 9 |- - 4
28 Do - - = © - -C,C. Penn =} jt] as ff- - + 7
29:\Chambers, John -.- - -- - - - - 5° 5 Tope 2
30. |Campbell, Jn® and Peter- -!Ireland, P. -| 50 7 Popt tps e31 |Campbell, John - - - -|O'Bay- - -| 274] 18 3 - 5
32 |Clarke, W" and Ch‘ Ja’ - -[Induttry - -4 308 | 29 16 |- -]| 22
33 |Clarke, Sir Simon Houghton -W. Church +} 217 | 13 5 |- 8
34 |Cochrane, Robt - - - tee eee 24 I - i -
35 |Campbell, Duncan (M) - vee et il 59 | 10 5 foj- -
36 |Chifholm, Robt - - - -'Croydon - -| 29 1 j- - - 2 1| |        
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G..24 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES,

s Decreafe for Three Years. 3

8 Z 2 7 tes
NAMES 2.{|2 3 au| szei es

Fei) 2 | 2 | eel tay ee
Se) eo | 6 | ge) se ak
se] ios [et] fe se
g 2 é es; s¢eis%

PERSONS and PLANTATIONS. g _ " § 3 z's 2

Zz 2 £8 <2 3

| |
37 |Blagrove, John - - - -|Magotty’s- -|| 364| 37: 23 | - 13 4I
38 |Binns, Edward- - - - -|- - - 7 96 9 I - + 7 8
“39 |Bureand Heron - - - -jAlexandria -!! 431 16 5 16 |[- - 21
40 |Buchannan, Geo. - - - - Spite - - - 48 5 74] - - 6 7
41|Dehany, Philip - - - -/Point - - -| 367| 32 Ig |- - i 20
42 Do - - - 2 - Barbican - -! 221 23 2 [- - 4 16

43 {Dawes, Jat W" -- - - -|Rockfpring - a53| 17 | 5 |- -| 22 | 27
44 |Douglas, Jas - - - - -|Grange - -) s60 |] 41 12 3 ]- -|| 25
45 {Dickfon, Richt - - - -|- - = - =! 97 1 — — ~ oo
46 |Ellis,Ch* Rofe - - - -!Shettlewood,P.|) 119 9 tie - 5 6
47 |Evans, John, Eft.of - - -j|Vermont - - 52 3 2 }- -J- - 2
48 |Fieming, James - + - - Hopehall - 6]- - I r|[- - 2
49 |Finucane,Edmé - - - -jHillfborough -/| 29] ° 34 ale. - 2 4
50 |Fenton, Thot - - - - -|- - = = -}} 27 4 -|- - I i
$t |Gordon, John - - - - ~|Campleton -/) 957] 16 10 |- 4 14
2 |Gray, Patrick - - - - - Friendfhip “|, 210 18 6 |- - 9 1§
53 |Gray, George - = - - -jGibraltar - -| 33] 8 —_ — — —
54 |Hudfon, W*, Silver Grove -|Ramble and F. 303| 22 17 |- -| 22 39
§5 |Hudfon and M‘Kenzie - -|Golden Grove 147 5 3 |- - 9 12
56 |Hay, James - - - - -|Williamsfeld - 15t 6 3 - - 12 15
57 Hilton, John = © *\2f C. Caftle ~ - 217 46 1g - - 10 29

68 Hall, Will™ - - - - -jRound Hill -] 261 14 6 9 2 17
g9 |Hopkins, Jas - - - - -j- - - - - 1§ 6 1 - - I 2
60 |Jackfon, John - - - - -[Sod Hall - -) a71 8 7 |- - 4 It
61 |Jackfon, John, Heirs of - -|M flafane -|) ore 7 8 |- -| 13 2t
62 |Innis, David - - - ~- -|Mr.Grace - 80 4 I - 6 7
63 |JamesJn® Haughton . - -|H. Hall - - 245 6 1! - -teg 12
64 |Jobling, Jos. Eft. of - - -|- - - + - 52 gs ll- -l- - 7 7
65 |Knowles, Klizabeth - - -|Hopewell - - 165 8 5 ~ - 5 10°
66 |Kerr, Ja° Fft.of - - - -jDundee - .| 184 QI 7 - - 17 24
67 |Kerr, Rob' Eit.of - - - -|Welcome - -[ 162 12 rn 28 23
68 D°- - - - - - -jHadtington -[ 186| 23 - -[- -] 26 26
69 |Kerr, Mrs. - - - - - -[- - = | -f is} — —- — ~—_ —
7o |Miles, W2- - - - - .|B.Hall - -/ 19s] a2 | as |- -| .6 | 24
7? | Do- - - - - - ~|Richmond- -} 227 10 6 - - 3 9
72 D°- - - - - - ~|Profper - -| —] — — — — —_—
73 D°- - - - -¢ - Ri Penn - -[| 38]. - I f- - 3 4
74 |Mure, Hutchifon, Eft. of- ~|Saxham - -| 248] 14 g |- -|] 15 24
75 D°- - - - = - -|Caldwell ~ -! o12} 47_ 9 |- -| 4 £3
76 |Mure, Samuel - - - = -!Flint River -| 2:6 | 21 - -f- - 4] 25 25
77 |Morris, Sam', Ett. of - -jRome- - 4° 8 g j- -t- - 5
73 |M‘Craw, Mary - - - -|- - - | - 22 2 1 |- «fe . I
79 |Morrifon and M‘Farlane - -|Caledonia -  - 49| 8 I - I 2
80 |Malcolm, Neil- - ~ 2 -JR' Penn - 44 5 rile - i 2
81 D°- - - = ~:~ -{|New Paracife- |i 1$1 9 2 |- = 16 18
82 D°- - - - - - -[Pell River -| 253 12 6 - = a 17
383 D°- - - + + - -/Blenheim - -| 191 10 7 -. =| re 18
84 D’- - - - - - -iRetrieve Ore -| 193} 12 7 \- - 9 16
85° D°- - = - - - -,;New Works -} 174 18 8 - - 7 15
86- De- - - - - = -{Knockalva, P, 162 | at 8 |- - 3 is
$7 D°- - - - - - -lHylaby - - 36 6 1 - «le - 1
88 |Malcolm, Donald - - - -|M' Pelier -| 1 ssi 9 2j- - 7 9
89 |M‘Clymoni, James - - -|- - - «= - 45| 2 - 2|-°- 2
g° |Maxwell, Pat. and Jn® = -j/- - - - -] = 40 5 - 3 \|- - 3

h :
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JAMAICA. 25G

— |
s Decreafe for Three Years. a

= . 2

a a ” * Gs

NAMES $a] & 3 gg | a2 3 3

ag /e i] & | 3s] e2] 3.
of ss je 2 | 28) 22442

_ & o ° fe te a 3g ww, EY

PERSONS and PLANTATIONS. 4 Z 3 a2 | s> 3

zZ 2 )Ss|siie
< Ee | z

1 {Minto, Thomas - - - -} - - = - 2 a j)- -
o2 M‘Nabb, James - - - - e+ 5. ; — — 3 . J

93 |Malcolm, Donald SmithP, -| - - - - 7] — | — — — —

94 |Malcolm, George - - - - Argyle - - 212! . 20 gs |- -| 14 1g
95 |Neumans and Hardings - - Bhole - - - 161] 15 7 |- - 4 rr
96 Odell and Gilpin - - + ~-|Cafcade & Spring‘ 178) 18 8 8 8 13

g7 |Paterfon and Walter - - -|Baulk- - - 157| 10 7 |- - 3 10
98 |Parry Henry - - - - -| = = - - 8; — — — — —

99 |Perry, John - - - - -|Abingdon- - 194, 8 rj- -| 37 18

100 |Roebuck and C® - ~- - -|Hopewell - - 131] 10 3 ]- - I 4

101 |Reid, Tho* deceafed - - -|Belvidere - - 426| 40 14 ]- - 8 22

102 |Reid, R. H.etal.- - - -|Efher - - -} 230} 29 7 [- - 7 14

103 |Reid, R‘ Haughton + - - O’Cove - -' 175} 41 4{- -lde - 4

104 |Robertfon, John Hine - -| += - - - 26} 3 j- -|- -] .2. 2
ros |Randall, Henry - += - -|Colebrooke  - a1; 3 1 |- - I 2

106 |Ryley, Samuel - - - - -|Ripleys - - 109] 9 8 j- - 8 16
107 |Scarlett, Rob‘, Heirs of - -{Succefs and F, 137| 10 4 |- - 4 IL

108 |Samuell, Ch* and Eft. of -  -|N. Samuells -| 531 4 tle - 1 2
10g |Samuells, W"Ed,- - - -|C.Cove - ~| 145) 17 g9ji- - 4 13
110 |Samueils, Jas Davis - - -| - - - = | 391 2 I 1 I 3
111 [Spring Annuitants - - - -jSpring- - -| 134 6 1l- - 5 6

112 |Scott, Cha’- - - - = -|Tweedfide -! 67 9 $ j- - 2 7

113|Taylor, Sir Jn° B', deceafed -)H. Court - .| 376, 3 12 |- - 4 16
114 Do - - - - = -|H. Grove, P. 79| 12 3 {- -l- - 3

11g |Vaffall, John - - - - -|N.F.River - 2o1| 19 ip [- - 4 19
116 |Vaffall, W™ - - - - -jG.River - - 308) 23 10 }- - 15 25

117 |Willey, John - - = - -jShepherds, H. s7| og 4 |- - 3 7

118 Do- - - - + - -|Willand - - 3c] 3 2 $5 |- - 7
11g |Wife, Thomas - - - -jClearmount -} 117] 16 4 |- - 6 10
120 |Walker, Robert - - - -| - - = =| 27/3 — _ — —
121 |Wallace, John = = - -jCefsnock - -| 157; 8 7 |- <-| 4 18
122 |Wedderburn, John - = -|Ms* - - - 173; 8 2 |- 9 it
123 D- - - - - - -j|Profepr -. - 177| 16 6 }- - 5 It
124 Do- - - - - = -jHopewell - -1 186) 14 7 |- - 6 13

125 |Webfters, Ja’ and D. Heirs of |R.Vale + -} 208] 16 6 |- - 7 13

|} 17.936 1432 |664 | 74 | 746 [1,478

 
 

We do certify, That the above is an exact Account of the Number of Slaves in
this Parifh, as given in to a Veftry held at Lucea on Saturday the 23d Inftanc for

that purpofe; with a Return of the Increafe and Decreafe for the laft Three

Years. Given undet our Hands and Seals this 26th day of November 1799.

Hanover,
Jamaica, /s.

Benj. Tenifon, Edm Finucane, {1.s,
™.

Geo. Spence, (1-8)
Cl. Veftry.

(Copy.)
Balcarres,

11g.
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G. 25 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

 

 

(10.) In the Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.
(Copy.)

JAMAICA—ST. JAMES,

RETURN of Increafe and Decreafe of SLAVES in the Parith of

Saint JAMES.

 

 

        

a * AFRICANS sg

3 Si ige—ew lg | 3
NAMES NAMES 28 gm Fe ale eel a3] se

cfthe ofthe => ee SE E/E E> SX ae
mae] $s 2S a sgl ze 8

PROPRIETORS. PLANTATIONS. Be|33 |2 felt ee aa.| om
wh | Ay [Soe b&b | 3

2 |e [2eé|e=*

Anderfon, Duncan, Heirs of -|Leche - + - - 5 6 4 5 1g | 224

Ditto - - - - -{Flowerhill - - -i 22 8 t- -Je- = 8 | 241

Arkiafon, Richard, Heirs of -\Bogue - - = =) 7 9 13, |- -| 22 | ats

Atherton, William  - - -/Sping Vale - ---) 18 | - -[- -|]- = 10 | 174

Bowen, Robert - - - -;Retreat - -« - -[- - Ir l- - 10 ir 150
Birch, Jofeph - - - ~ -jLegane - - - +} 22 1 |- - 9 25 | IgO
Barret, George Goodin - -/Sping - - = "+| 30 7 |- -] 15 22 | 352
Barret, S. Wildom - - - Spot Valley - - -{ 13 7 |= -] 21 28 | 243
Borland, Robert - = - -jFquity - - - -{| 8 7 |- +] 32 19 85

Bernard, Daniel - - -|Content- - - -/| 7 3 1 2 3 8 —
Bernard, Charles andDavid -|Eden - - = | 27 13 3 It 27 | 257
Bernard, David - - - -|Bona Vifta - - -f 10 4 [- - 5 g |} 107 -
Bernard, W. R. Bernard - -|Childermafs - - 9 4 ~ oe 3 7 Igt |

Barret, Edward - - - -jCinnamon & Conol] 27 |- -|- -J|- -| 415 | $73
Cunningham, John - - -|Beifield ~ - - - 4- 3jie- - 5 18 | 228
Delap, Robert, Heirs of - -!Orange - - - -] 10 20 |}- -| 14 | 34 | 172
Dawes, Nicholas - - - -!Albion - - - -| 7 4 - - 8 12 56

Ellis, Charles Rofe - - -j)M' Pelier, O.W. -]) 41 21 1 28 50 | 384

Ditto- - - - - -| D®? - N.W. -| 16 10 14 19 43 1 53%
Frfxine, Jotn, Heirs of - -jLima - - - -! 37 15 - - 27 42 352

Franklyn, Peer - - - -jChatfworth - - -| 4 r |- -|- - 1.{ 3a
Fowle, William, Heirs of - -!Wiltinire - - <j} 20 8 |- -| a8 Ig | 163
Gibbes, Francis B. Heirs cf -|Millenium - - -1 6 |- «|e -]e. - 4 164

- Gordon, William - - + -|Pailey - - - -j] at 4 |- - 8 12 281

Gray, John - - - - - -iindutry - - - -| 17 10 |- - 4 14 183

Gray, Charles Gordon + -)Virsin Valley” - - 12 9 |- -| 13 22 | 234
Gordon, John,jun’ =~) - Giatow - - -] 13 8 i- - 12 20 2683 |

Gordon, John - - - -iMoor Park - - -||. 13 9 - - 15 24 240

Gordon, William - - - -|Windfor Lodge -}) 35 4 Io |- -| 14 | 337
Graham, Jacob - - - -(Fuftie Grove - -! 8 - ef. - 2 2 | 116
Gray, Thomas Jofeph  - -|Eafthums - - .| 13 61. - 4 10 96

Gibbes, Henry Thornhill -jCrawle -~ - = -} 5 4}- - - 4 | 165

Hylton, John - ~- - © -)Comfort Hall - -)- -|-. - 4 |- 4 30



JAMAICA,
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os
c

e 5 AFRICANS, 2

wanee NAMES |e) fole: s/62¢]/ 22| f¢
of the of the em |GE |[€usleze] 28 | as

pe | oh (VESIC Eg] 2A FSS
PROPRIETORS. PLANTATIONS] BE | 23 |EEE(2E2/ 43| oe

< . Ze |e else a| Pig

i= Z |2ye(™

Hall, Thomas Kirkpatrick -|Irwin and Penn -| 43 27 |- -| 24 | 51 | 365p ---- - -|Kirkpatrick - -| g 12 }- - 6 18 | 190D - - - - -|Tryall. - - - -| a5 9 |- 2 rr | 289
Hamilton, .G. R. Heirs of -\Succefg = - ~ - 9 3i- - 9 12 | 120

Hall, William - - - + -|Worcefter - - - 12° 24+ -] 10 12 | 298
Hall, Thomas - - - = -|Williamsfield - -| 24 4 |- - 7 i | 977
Jackfon, John -.- - - -|AmityHall = - 6 gs t= -]- 8 13 1159
Jackfon, Robert - - + -|Hampton ~ - - 9 3 |- - 2 5 | 185:
Innes, David ~ - - - -|Sommerton - -i 10 7 8 8 15 | 142
Innes, Robert - - = - -| = = = = - - 3 4[- - 1 5 | 4159
Johnfon, Milbro ~ - - -| - - = - -| 6 [- - 3 1- - 3 22
Irwin, John and Jacob - -| - = - - - -| 28 8 -| 45 $3 | 481
Kerr, David _ - - - - -jSpring Garden - -] 11 3 \- - 5 8 | 178
Kerr, Rob’, Eft. of - ~- -|Leyden - - - -|| 20 is |- - ig 34. | 283
Linton, Thomas, Heirs of -|Springfield - - ~- g l- -|- -|- - 5 90
Leflie, James - - - -'St. James’ Park -] 6 | - - - I I 23
Laurence, Geo. W. Heirs of -|Running Gutt - -| 6 |- -|- -|- 6 | 122
Little, Walter - - - - - Smallfield - = -} g |- -|- -f- - 6 61
Mowat, John - - - = -|Dumffies - - -| 9 |- -|- -J]- - 5 | 200
M‘Intofh, William - - -j|May Hall - - - 1 [- -;- - I I 42
Peterkin, James - - + -|Chatham&BullPenn| 10 |- -|- -j- - 8 | 163
Palmer, John, Heirsof - -|Rofe Hall &Palmiral 24 |- -|- -|- -1| 26 380
Plummer, William- - - -|Richmond Hill -l|- -1- -]- -j- - 4 50

 Pery, John - - - = -| - - = = + +l 2|- - 2 4 12
Rufea, Eftate of James - -|John’s Hall - - - 8 f- -l- af - 6 + 188
Ritchie, John - - - - - - - - = -] 7 2)- - 2 4 —
Reynolds, Edmund - + -jCatherine Mount -|| 10 31- - 2° 5 | 149
Scott, Adam, Eft. of - - -| - - - - - - 2 2 [- -f- - 2 49
"Sill, John = - = - - -|Providence - - -} 7 9 j- -| IS 24 | 249
Scarlett, John - - - - -{Scarlet Hall - =| 30 a |- - 2 4 [117
Trought, Nich’, Heirs of - -|Catadupa - - -| 4 |- -[---]- -]- -] 79
Tharp, John - - - + -iGreen Pond - -|) 9 13 |- -| 4-] 27 84
Tharp, William Haughton -|Reading - = - 9 6 |- - 4 10 87
Vernon Thomas - - - -| - - - - - = I j[- -]- - 1 I 15
Wafte, Raynes Barrett - -| Blue Hole & Moreland] 16 2|- - 5 7 | 283
Warburton, George - - -| - = - = - -l or fe -]- -]e- - 2 '9
Williams, Martin, Heirs of -|Anchor Bottom -j 22 8 j- -| 22 30 | 241
Ricketts, G.W. - - - -|Canaan - - - <i 33 rZof- - 7 20 | 250

 

N. B. A Number of Proprietors of Slaves (by whofe Returns there appears to have been
neither Increafe or Decreafe within the laft Three Years) are net includedin the above

Lit,

‘Charles Evans,

Clerk Veflry.



226

SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

 

G, 28

(11.)—In Earl of Balcarres’s, of 22d March 1800.

JAMAICA, A RETURN of the Parith of St. Exizazetu, for the Number ofNegroes

St. Elizabeth, Ye7 now on each Plantation in the Parifh aforefaid, and the Total Number of

Births and Deaths (on an Average of the laft Three Years); diftinguithing

what Proportion of thofe that died were born in the faid Parith, or had bey
imported more than Three Years before ; and what Number of thofe thy
died had been imported within Three Years of the time of their Death,

 

 

 

DEATHS in the Years

1796, 1797, and 1798.

Number| Births in|— — >

NAMES of {the Years &° = 2| Tod
. od Sos

PROPRIETORS of the Slaves | 1796, Creoles g 3 5 S 8 Numbe

NAMES. now on| 3797s born 3 =5 3 5 : i

PROPERTIES. the and in the See 23: Death,

Property| 1798. | tfand. | 4 @ fs
Ea eae

“ses lq 4

Hon" Jof. Jas. Swaby  -| Montpellier and New River; 250| 20 16 in.1798 of an epidemic| 16
Elizabeth Bowen Murray -|Chiviot Hill - - ++ 42 3-7 4 | dileafe) gy -

William Seaton - -Mount Profpet=- -| 71 4 2 to [- -} 3

William Pitter - - - Cragie - - - -| 44] 10 7 Bo f- =| i

William Robinfon - -|Friendfhip - = fF 385) 15 4 2 j- -] 6
Abraham My-rs = -Farm - - - -| 32 $ i[- - rots -] 1

William and John Fofter -Bogue - - - -| 383] 30° 34 |- <4 - 7] 3

Thomas Fofter - -Ehm  - - - -| 384| 46 26 | -. -|- -|{ 26

The Heirs ofJohn McMillan George’s Valley - -| 45| 2 3 a |- 5

John Fofter - - -|Two Mile Wood - -| 204| 21 26 |- -}- -| %
JohnColey = - - -jJohn’s Hall ~ - + 23] .2 2f-. -J]- -| 23

The Heirs ofJohn Morfe -|Y.S. - - - -| 4338 16 a7 |= -{- =| 2

D - - Dp - -Ipfwich - - - -| 161 12 g9ft- -f- - 9:

Heirs of S.W Fofter - Lancafter - - -| 158 12 19 |- -|- -| 9

William Harriot - -'St. Cruz Park - - -| 146 14 oO f= ~f= -| 10

Bryan Connor - - -\Palmyra - - -| 39 4 _ — —j-

Mrs. Smalling - - -'Emmaus - -| 72 4 g}i- -l- <1 9
Barham Jofeph Fofter -lHland Eftate - - -| 208 15 a9 |- -te -| ¥

William Harriot —- - Mexico - - - -| 152| — — —_ —- i-
Anderfon, Ruth - ~|Newhall - - -| a3} — _ — — |-

Alexander, Samuel. - -|Alexandria = - - 27) — — —_ — -

Anderfon, Ann - -|- - - - - m4) — — — — ~

Allen, George - - -|Norwhich - - | ouf;j— _ _ —- |r
Autftin, Robert - -(Palmyra - - - - gz, — _ —_— — -
Anderfon, John - -'Newforeft - - +} 178 | — _ _ _ ~
Ab. James Rowe, dec. =- Aberdeen - ~ -| 49| — — _ — |-

Angel, Benjamin -  - Lookout - = 4 tf mm | — —|ic7
Burton, Elizabeth - -|Content - - - + 4a7|— — _ —-|l-

Bryden, James - - -|Mountain Valle - -| as| — —_ — —_i-
Dickenfon, Vicars, Heirs of:Barton - - - -| 238| — — _ —j-

ee nee

Carried forward. = -| 3,762| 235 | 223 18 f- -| 24!

 

        

 

 



 

 

ATQ.
      

JAMATICA. 29 G.

——————————lElE>—E—S ee
‘

Africans
PROPRIETORS NAMES Ne of Slaves! Births Deaths of that had

of ‘onthe in the Years Creoles | been in the
NAMES. born in 3fland

PROPERTIES,| Property.| 1796, 7, 8. more than
1796, 7, 8. 3 Years,

Amount brought forward) - - = - 3,762 235 223 13'

’ Bradford, Sufanna - -|. = “ - 17 — — —

Wallace, Hugh - - -|Bifcany - - 196 — — —

James Row, Heirsof - — -|Bagdale - -| 13123 _— — —_

Brooks, Prifcilla - - - - - - 15 — — —

Brooks, Jcfeph  - - -| - - - 6 — — —

Brooks, Rut - - - - - - 5 -— — ~

Brooks, Martha - - - - - - 1! — —_ —

Brook:, Richard - - - - - 6 —_ — —

Brocks, Grace Ann = - - - - 8 —_ — —_

Brooks, John - - -|Burnt Ground ~ 94 — -— —

Brooks, Amelia - = - -|  - - - 10 — — —

Brooks, John - - - - - “8 — _ —_—

Bennet, Jofeph - - -|Spring Garden - $7 _ — —_
Barton Hles - - 130 — — _

‘Bernard and William Pepper - -| 170 — _ _
Dickenfons - + - Watchwell - - 27 — — —

’ Appleton - -| aut — —_ —

‘Brown, Martha Wilfon - - - - - 12 — — ~e

‘Blake, William, deceafed -|The Folly -  - 25 — _ _

Burton, Zachariah - -| - - - il — —_ _—

Banton, Timothy - -|The Lodge - -| ° 22 — — —_

Burton, Judith = - - -| Profpect - - 46 — — _

Bent, John = - -(Top Hill = - - 19 _ — —

Boucher, Richard - -| Wilton = - 70 — — —

Barret, Thomas Hercy - -|Mile Gully - - 86 _ — —

Walker, James - -|Bumpton — - -| =. of — — —

Burton, John = - -|Spanith Quarters - 8 _ _ _

Blake, John - - -|Hopewell =- - 30 _— — _

Ailen, [aac - - -|Breadnut Valley = - 78 — —_ -

Burton, John Francis + -| = - - 12 — — —

Burton, Benjamin - -|  - - - 12° —_— _— _

Burton, Jonathan - - - - - 91 —_ — —_

Johnfton, Wm. Ricketts -|Belle Vue - ~ 40 —_ —_ _

Badnege, Mrs. deceafed - - - - at: — _ —

Brown, Sarah - - - - - - 26 — _— —

Campbell, Colin - =- ~— -|Mountain Spring - 70 — _ —
Salmon, John «+ - -IClifton- 9 - - 124 — — —

Delaroche, John - - -|Carifbrook - - 78 —_ —_ —
Wallin, John Lewis -|Carmel - - 24 — _ —
Chambers, John - - -|Cabbage Valley, &c. 230 _ — —

Dunkicy, Thomas - .-|Cathew - -| 120 _ _ _.

Rickets, George William = -|Crawfurds—- - 46 _ — _
‘Wright,James Cocper - -|Cornwall = - - 71 _ _ —

Carried forward - --| - = 7 6,255 235 223 18

227
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G. 30

PROPRIETORS

NAMES.

SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

NAMES

of

PROPERTIES.

nd

Number ot Slaves

on

the Property.

 

Amount brought forward -

Coles, Abraham Sable

Thwaites and Wheelwrights

Clarke, Jofias - -

Cerf, Hienty  - -
Carnegy, Stewart ==
Frafer, William -
Davies, Ann - - -
Davy. John and James
Jobn M*Doff - -
Tomlinfon, Jas. Robert
Dear, Thomas - ~~
Owen, Humphrey -

Dennis, Edward . -
Pennis, W" P:ght — -

Dennis, Roger Taylor
Do nie, James -
D.ckenfon, Mary -
Denats, Mrs. - -

Duncan, +lizabeth = -
Day, Benjimin - -
Eaton, Marg' and Sufanna

Fowl r, Mrs. E. -
Ewbanks, John -
Ewbanks, John, jun. -
Ewbanks, William -
Eaton, George - -
Forbes, Alex’, fen’ -
Fearon, Rowland, W™
Skinner, James -

Atwood, Robert -
Finlafon, William +

Fenton, John - -
Forbes, Charles -
Fifhers, John, Heirs of-
Forbes, viungo -
Rowe, James, Heirs of
Ruffel, Samuel -

Frith, Thomas - -

Fleming, Wilum — -
Graham, John - -

Su:ith, Francis George -

i
1

Carried forward

-| Woolwich

 

Cramers- - -
Chefterfield -
Norfolk -
Catherine Hall
Berlin - -

Dunbarton

Weare

Duff Houfe
Dalintoba

Donegall

Belle Vere

Green Vale

Greenfield
Nightingale Grove
Elderftea

Chefter
Ruthven

Peter: field
Pond ren

t e

Fullerwood Park, &c.
Goldun wsrev , &.
Tharenfiela, &e. -

Fullerwood - -

Farfi H - -

Paradile - -

New Grove - -

Ivunce and Pond Side
Gefhen and Long Hill  

6,255
42
170

31

32

50

20

18

26

55
63
137
1$
45
18

14
15
46

13
40
20

"38

37
83
12
12
It

 



  

PROPRIETORS

NAMES,

 

JAMATCA.

NAMES
of

PROPERTIES.

31 G.

Number of Slaves

on

y the Property.

 

Amount brought forward

Crawfurd, Mathew -
Delaroche, William -
Griffich, John - -
Whitaker, John, Heirsof «
Gordon, Join
Baker, John Proculus,deceafed -
Wiiter, Mrs. -
Hutchifon, John -
Hewir, William Kellet
Hennegan, Charles -

’ Hanfon, Philemon — -
Howard, William -
Shakefpeare, David -
Harrivt, George -
Smith, James -
Brooks, Mrs.Deborah
‘Smyth, Thomas -
Hart, James - -
Smith, Thomas -
Campbell, Peter Holland
Right, Thomas -
Henderfon, Thomas
Hyman, Lazarus
Hook, Mary -
James, Ann -
James, John, fen.
Jame:, Montague |
James, Jofeph
Johnfton, William
King, William
Keene, 1 homas
Kilburn, Grace
Keene, Richard
Keene, Jane =
Keen, John +
Dickenfon, Caleb
Cowan, Nicholas -
The Rev. Tho* Warren
Royai, John - -

#
p
o
p

te
©

8
e

&
©

be
oe
b
e

r
e

e
n
e
n

|

C
e

r
e

.

-|Pleafant Hill

-|Succefs -

Gilnock Hall
Giddy Hall .
Oldbury = -
Ginger Hill - .—

Grove Place
Grofmond -
Mount Sample
Fellowfhip|

Catho -
Denbigh Caftle
Hodges -
Retrieve -
Hazle Grove -
Hounflow -.
Haughton and Vauxhall --
Hampltead -° - :
Highgate and FontHill -

*
©

fF
©

@
ee

@
8

HopeRiver-- - -

Induftry Park

Cedar Grove
Newel, &c. &c.

Kingsland. -
Orange Grove
Burton - - -

Knockpatrick - -
Eglinton = - - -
Lacovia - - -
Lower Works - -

Carried forward - 
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G. 32 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

NAMES Number of Slaves

. PROPRIETORS
of on

NAMES. PROPERTIES. the Property.-

Amount brought forward =-| = = - 11,787

La Cruz, Sarah - - - - - - - 13

Longlands, John - - -. -|Rofeberry - - - 63

Lewis, John - - - -| + - - 16

Lee, Catherine - - - -| oo - - 14

Brook, Rich? and Brothers - - »|Longwood - - ~ 72

Smith, Robert, Heirs of =- - -|Mount Charles - - 78

Dickenfon, Caleb - - - -| Majetty - - - a1

Balcarres, Earlof = - - - -|Martin’s Hill - - 52

Mois, James - - - -  -|Hermitage - - - at

Montagu, Mathew - = - -|Chelfea - - - 22

Mufchett, Robert = - - - -|Byebrook - - - 96

Smith, Mathew, fen. - - - -|Mount Lebanon’ - - 49

Goudie, David, dec* - - - -|Maybole — - - - 65

Mamley, Samuel - -|Malvern Hill - - 43

Milicr, Jafper, dec* - - - - 15

Mount Pleafant ' ' oa oOCohen, Hyem-

5s
8

y
o
i
s

s
t

M:Leod, William - -|  - - - 8

Mullings, Edward + “po le - 16

Malcolm, Peter - - - 26

Mil:s, Rebecca - BarbaryHall

Mullings, John

’ ' we
t

Ww

Mollings, William = + - - - 22

M‘Catty, John- - = Springficld - + - 53

Martin, William - - - - - 13

Murray, Andrew «+ - - - - - 12

-M‘Credie, John - - -| - - - 15

Malcolm, Jean - - -| - - 15

Mollings, Margaret - - -| - - 16

- - -|Newhall —- - - 1g

Frederic, John - - ~|Niagara - of oe 61
Nief, Edward - - - - elo. le - 62

Newman, Richard =~ - = =f. - - 30

White, Andrew - - - -'Oxford - - - 197

Heath, William - - - -{Peru. - - - - 75

M<‘intofh, James - = «= -|Phantillands- - - 45
Cooks, Mrs. -- - oe -|Payneflown - - - 107
Vanheelen, Mrs. Heirs of - . ~|Pond Pen - - : 56
Laird, Henry - - - - -|Profpect = - - - G6

Spanilh Q’ -

Ca:ried forward -

Powell, Benjamin, jun.

t

-
=

& fo
s Oo - “ao  
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PROPRIETORS

NAMES.

|

NAMES

of

PROPERTIES.’

Number of Slaves

on

the Property.

 

Amount brought forward

Powell, James,.dec’ -

Right, Lewis Jones, dec*
Powell, Sarah - -

Price, Judith = - -

Powell, Benjamin, fen.

Penny, Cook Charles -
~ Pight, Charles -
Peart, John -
Barnes, John, Heirsof
Ranhin, Alex’
Roberfton, Duncan
Robb, John -
Robertfon, John
Wilfon, John -
Rowe. Charles’ -
Rudduch, Henry
Roberften, James
Reynold, John Raby
Shaw, William -
Lynch, He:rs of
Swaby, John -
Slater, Join -

Scurchy, Simon
Robinfon and Peart
Smith, Robert
Gale, Heirs of -
Salked, John -
Smith, *lex' = -
Levy, Benjamin
Shermer, Ann - -
Branfeld, Andrew -
Farquharfon, Ch’ Heirs of
Vernon, James Baillie
Sandilands, Joho -

Rowe, William -
Thomas,Sarah =
Taylor, George -

119.

t
o
s8
8

A
e
e

o
e

8
©

©
2

@
8

8
©

©
F

©
&

&
8

HF
HF

2
£

SF
F

FH
4H

t
o
s

#
b
o
t

8
8

Pleafant Hill -

Pifgah

Newark
Rofely Hill
Thornton
Friendhhip -
Brownberry -
Bellmount -
Reading and Sally Ball
Middlefex

Newton
Stonefield -
P.eafant Profpect
Friendfhip Hill
Eutton Hill -
Spice Grove
Mountblow -
Saltfpring
Rofe Cattle
Bellanure
Stoney Hill o

t
t

@
@

@
t

@
§©

8
8

Southfield
Spring Vale
Shootershill -

Shrewfbury - -
Torrington Caftle
HappyGrove
Iflington + -

Carried forward - 

13,618

13
aI

17
25
36
7
30
40
15.
20

44+
150

102
g2
22
64
uit

17
13
22
20

35
149

26
12

107

14
giz
1g:

45
16
10
80

73
5t

25
55
23
27
25

15,668 
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PROPRIETORS

NAMES.

 

Amount brought forward --

Thompfon, Thomas -
Tavares, Abraham, fen.
Taylor, Thomas Weare
Forreft, Arthur, Heirs of
Vaffall, Robert '- -
Vaflall, Niary  - -
Adiar, William -
Williams, Thomas John
‘Wright, Andrew: -
“Webb, Mefirs. - -

~ Robert, Williams -

‘Wilkam, Rachael

Wart{cn, Robert, Heirs of
White, James Greenhill
Witter, Diana and James
Wright, John - -
Wilfon, John - -
Atkinfon, George, poffeffion of
White, Patrick -
Wignt, William
White, John - -
White, John -~ -
Mure, Samuel - ,

William, Raby

t

NAMES

of.

PROPERTIES.

Number of Slaves

on

the Property.

 

Perplexity

Vineyard - - -
Tophil - -— -

Warminfter -

Mitcham -
Keynfham = -
Witliamsfield
Harmony Hall

- - -

Southampton '
Ayre - - - -

Windfor—- - -|
Derry - -
Whitehill and Barracks .
Roflin Caftle - >
White Fall - -
Williamsfield and Fuller

Luana - - -

Exeter - - -

Total - - 
 

 

' 15,668

33
at
It

24
100

33
148
28

97
59
19

32
85
59

125

20

 

of Negroes in the Parith of St. Elizabeth, this 17th December 1799.

William Pitter,

Clerk of the Veftry.
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DEATHS in the Years 1796, 1797,-and 1798; of which,

Tora.

Number of Deaths.

241
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175183 

(Signed)  Balcarres.
{Copy.)

We Pitter,

Clerk Veftry.
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| (12.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800.

-{Copy.) .

JAMAICA—WESTMORELAND.

Parifh of Wetbmorclands}fi An ACCOUNT of NEGROES on the following

Jamaica. Plantations and other Settlements in the faid Pariih; the

, Number of Births and Deaths (on an Average of the laft _

Three Years) diftinguifhing what Proportion of thofe that

died were born within faid Ifland, or have been imported more
‘than Three Years before, and what Number of thofe that

died had been imported within Three Years of che time of
their Death, compcefed from the Documents given in at a .

Veftry convened for that purpofe the 15th Day of November
1799, and on fubfequent Days.

 

 

. e

NAMES 3 ° = : 2

a s.] 2 | 3 $ 3 e
of the 2 ae $42 5 & > |¢se

PLAN | 3 | gee |j82¢| 22 | sae esd
TATIONS, Z a ge.28 5.3 = o8e ZEgs

g facil R2e| 23 |ee |Fe0F
or the z g é § RB 3 S = s 3 2 on

¢ te =

PROPRIETORS of SLAVES. & 5 a . o § | #
oO &

Shrewfbury += - - - = - 240 8 14 9 5 ~~

Strathmore - - + = = > 53 I 8 2 6 _

Darhften - - - - = - 83 2 5 I 4 —_
Carawinna - - = - = = 246 44 20 20 oe —_
Nonpariel - -.- -| 167 i 22 22 — _
Orange Hill- - - - - - 89 8 3 _ 3 _

Blacknefs - = = - - -{| 293 18 22 7 15 —

Lincoln - - - - - = -{ 106 5 26 “10 16 —
Old Hope - - - - - -{| 200 3 rz 6. 6 _
Fort William - - = = -| 175 18 19 13 3 _
Mount Tirch + - = © -| 201 9. at 5 16 _
Wiliiumsfieid - - - + - 164 10 6 2 4 —_
William Dunbar - - '- - 38 2 3 I 2 _

Frome - - - - - * - 155 12. 10 y] 3 —
Springfeld - - - = = -| 333 24 15 8 7 _
Willem Wilfon - - + - 13 2 _— — — _
Glafieow-~ - - © 2 + = 180 8 17 — _ _

Petherton - + - 7 - 106 12 9 4 5 _-
Sweet River - - = - > 75 It IL I — _
Patrick Miller - - - - - 76 12 k _ I _
Cornwall - - - - - - 309 13 49 23 22 4
Friendfhip and Greenwich- -} 342 50 33 19 iW 3
Delve - = = - - - -| 246 13° 9 9 _ _—        



 

 

11g.
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NAMES 3 ° 2 2 7
m Sos 2 : S g e &

of the a EL Boal €- 5 o> 1g Z $
. S eid |_AZS] SE | SBR |Pesg

PLANTATIONS, 3 SSP izgsee| vs £eé Sage

g 222 \@s2-| 82 | Se. |BaS8
or the z, er: 23 ga Es seen

S « . 5 fh a a ° =

“PROPRIETORS of SLAVES. | & $ 4 s o

Dean’s Valley Water Work -] 214 10 16 16 -— _
Dean’s Valley Dry Works -} 208 12 25 15 10 _
‘Petersfield - - -- - - -| 235 14 23 23 — ~
Homer Blair - - - - - 45 5 3 3 — —_
John Cunningham - - - go 12 8 7 -- I

Ridgland - - + - - - 442 17 23 23 — —

Geneva - - 2 - - 110. 4 16 i 15 —_
John Falconer - - - = - 80 3 6 2 4 _—
William Galbraith- - - - 24 t 1 o . -- I
Mefopotamia - - - - - 370 30 34 14 20 —_—
Maremure - - = - - - 182 4 12 2 7 3
King’s Valley -. - - - 284 28 42 23 19 _
Shapton- - - - - > =] 114 10 4 I 3 _
Roaring River - - - - - 180 6 14 . 14 — —
Achendowne - - - = - 130 16 13 13 _ —
Bog- - - = - = = ~| 226 20 19 19 _ —
Retrieves - - - - - - 144 12 4 4 — —

Orange Grove - - - - - 131 9 10 10 _ —
‘ Maylersfield- - - -| 442 45 a1 12 9 _
OldShapton + - 2 94 12 7 3 ‘4 _
Cherry Hill- - - - - - 45 4 4 I 3 —
Sherburne - - - - - © 46 8 6 5 1 —_
Farm = - © © - - - 53 2 6 2 4 —_
Canaan - - - - - - - 153 - - 12 5 7 —_
ArgylePen- - - - - -| 16 - + 2 -- S _—
George’s Plan- - - - -| 250 12 14 4 10 _—
Mair Hall - - - - - - 31 t 1 -- 1 —

Hon? George Murray - - 26 4 I - - I _—
James Browne - - - - - 13 2 I -- ! _

Cambleton - - - © - -| 9 79 9 it 8 3 —
Haddo - - - - - = -[ 21 "32 29 11 18 _
Alex' Rofe- - - - - - 38 4 8 -- 8 —_
James Brodie Rofe - - - 28 1 3 -- - - 3

BelleIfle - - - - - =| 263 25 29 8 14 7
Peter’s Villa - + - - - 125 77 7 3 4 -
Grand Vale- + - ‘2 - - att 13 21 15 6 ~.

Paradife- - - += + © - 164 5 20 2 15 3

Mint- - - - = = - -| 360 32 56 36 20 —
Spring Garden - - - © -| 558 21 36 19 8 9
Retreat - - - - + - -| 3c9 24 19 12 7 _
Mount Edgecumbe - - - 203 6 26 6 20 _

Jerufalem - - - - : 273 3 50 29 at —

Mount Eagle - - - -| 477 10 22 10 12 _

235
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MG. 38

NAMES d ° é .?
a S| 2 8) 8 ¢ 8 1,8

-of th 2 a $4] Eo a = 132s

“ee 3 joes |o424| 2F | gee eeee
te ss ax 8 oe

PLANTATIONS, g FEA ISse8| ES |#548 (SERs
5 ee [oSOo Bo oBe [FHS
2 “Ge | 225) <8 eas (Ford

or the a « ¢ g° & ig 23 153

= em | 2 me) Boo le ge [Ps 3
PROPRIETORS of SLAVES. | 8 S - | 8 Oo ¢

‘Three MileRiver - - - -| 277 14 1 44 4 5 5

Glen ay - - - - - - 208 , 20 at ‘4 17 —

Grange - - - - - - -{| 489 i 14 28 14 . 8 6

William’s Moreland - + - 167— 12 16 9g 4 3

! Jones’s Moreland - - - - 17 3 23 6 17. —~

Forreft Eftate - - 2. - -}° 217 23 | 29 20 9 —

Black Heath- - - - - - 444 10 12 4 5. 3.

Providence - - - - - - 141 42 13 2 7 “4

BlueCaftle - - + - - -; 317 29 27 6 a1 —

Lenox and Hopetown- + -| 30% 23 28 14 12 2

DrummondLodge- - - - 89 4 8 2 6 —

Newhope - - - - - -| 247 a1 30 30 — _

Albany - - - - - - - 76 4 42 12 _ _      
 —

Thomas Barker,

Clerk to the Veftry Parith of Weftmoreland in Jamaica,
26th November 1799.

The Documents from which.the above is compofed are ready to be produced, if required,
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(13-) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800,

JAMAICA.
Naval Officer’s Return.

An ACCOUNT of NEGROES imported and exported, from the 1 Day
of January 1789 to the 31ft Day of December 1798; viz.

 

 

 

Year. | Imports. Exports, . Surplus.

1789 10,129 2,193 | - 72936
go 1 35466 2,163 11,303

gt 145397 25559 11,838
92 14,761 2,663 12,098
93 23,018 - 3,915 -| 21,103

94 14,599 3,041 | 41,549
95 12,291 4,649 9,642

96 73979 21727 $2243
‘97 10,827 2,813 8,C14 _

g8 10,488 710 9:778

| 131,937 | 252433 | 166,504 —    
"Naval Office, Kingfton, Jamaica, David Tunes, -

14th November 1799. Naval Officer,

 

(14-) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1800,

JAMAICA.—Sr. CaTHeRine.

An ACCOUNTof the Number: of NEGROES taxed in the Parith of
Sr. CaTHERINE, for the Years 1796, 1797) 1798, and. to 2d May 1799, as taker |

from the refpective Poll Tax Rolls. -

 

  

    

Year. |Number taxed. . Decreafe. . Increafe.

1796 pug | — —
1797 6,500 613 —

1798 6,756 | - - 256
1799 6,880. - - 124

(A true Copy.)
. R. Huggins,

Clerk of the Veftry of St Catherine.
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G. 40 SLAVE TRADE-WEST INDIES.
Se , 

(15.) In Earl of Balcarres’s, of 22d March 1800.

JAMAICA—SAINT DOROTHY.

JAMAICA,

Saint Dorotay. *

ARETURN of all the NEGROES in this Parith ; the
Number of Births and Deaths; diftinguifhing what

Proportion of thofe that died were born in the faid

Parith, or had been imported more than Three Years;

and what Number of thofe that died had been imported

within Three Years of the time of their Deaths: agree-

able to a Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of Great

Britain.

 

  

    

: ; Deaths
Total N° of Deaths, ie

NAMES Slaves on anf 2 tal 56 whicheNe of which N°
of Average |Number of| were born } . were

of the laft within mported
OWNERS of SLAVES, Deaths. within

ThreeYeurs, ThreeYears.
: ThreeYears, |

Altamount, Farlof - - - -| 203 15 15 —
Alexander, William  - - --- 38 _— - —

Bravo, Mofes - - - - - - - = 2 — _ _
Bevan, Richard. - - -,- - © = I —. _ —_
Bayley, RobertSouper - - - - - 143 — _ _
Beckford, William - - - - + - 170 2 I 1
Bernel, Jacob Ifral - - - = = -| 204 3 2 I
Brown, George Hatton - - - - -| 128 — _ _
Barton, James Collins- - - - - - 93 — — _

- Barton, Jeremiah Bonner - - - = - 23 _ _ -_
Brown, Mary - - - - «= = = - 7 - _ —_
Brailsford, William - - - « + - 264 5 2 3
Bonner, Charlotte - - - - - - - 7° ~ _ —
Brown, Thomas - - - - - = - 10 —_ _ _
Butler, Robert- - - - - + - - 7 — — ~

Clarke, George- - - - - - = = 78 2 1 I
Craddock, Ballard - - - - - + - 10 — —_ _
Craddock, Jane- - - - - - = - 3 _ _ —_
Cummings, William - - - - -' - 20 2 -- 2

Deffell, John - - - - - ef 7 2g "3 2
Davies, Ann - - ms ee 16 | — -



JAMAICA.

 

NAMES

of

OWNERS of SLAVES,

Total Ne of

Slaves on an

Average

of the laft

YareeYears,

 

Dennie, Elizabeth - - -

Foulks, Theodore - - -

Fuller, Henry Auguftus -

Gardner, Doétor David
Gray, Rachel - - - |

Halfted, Mathew - - -
Hepburn, William -
Hay, Charles - - - -
Holcombe, Francis - -
Hiflop, Margaret - -
Hyhams, Charles - -
Henriquez, David- - -

Jackfon, William, jun.
Knowles, George - - -
Kenaird, Mary - + =
King, James - - -
Keith, John - -
Leflie, John - - = -
Lumfden, James - - -
Lafcells, Lord Harewood
Long, Robert Edward +

Muldrup, Chriftian - -
Milward, Thomas - ~
M‘ Leod, John- - - -
Jackfon, William, fen. -
Myten, Thomas John = +
~M* Donald, Duncan - -

. Machifon, Roderick - -
Mitchell, William- = -

Newell, George - - -
Newell, Jofeph - - -
Newell, Humphry- - -
Newland, John - - -

Ogborn, J. W.
Ogilvy, Robert - - -
O’Meally, John - - -

Price, John - - .
Pearfon, William - = -

‘Queft, John - ~ -~ -

Richards, George - - -
Rogers, Anna Maria ~
Smith, Noel Thomas -

1tg.

84

35°
106

Io

TO

55
94
20

577

33
ay

18

40
12
20 

 

   

4 I Ge

Deaths Death 7Total | of which N° of which NeNamber of| were born imported

Deaths. within withinThreeYears. ThreeYears,

3 3 ~
3 , :2 1 ,

> 2 —.

2 i t

2 2 ~~

—
/ —

~~
I — t16 5 3

2 i t

10 4 6

4 t 3

1 2 _

—
—

I

2 JI —

continued,
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Clerk of Veftry.

42 G.

eee
a

x Deaths
Total N° of Deaths .

NAMES Slaves on an] =T8t@l lof which N° pf which N°
of Average |Numberof| were born| . were

of the laft ithi imported

OWNERS of SLAVES. Deaths. |) WY" | more than
; ThreeYears. ThreeYears.

- ThreeYears,

Shaw, John - - - - = = + > 53 — — ~—

Tulloh, Samuel - - - + - - - 50 _ _ _

Tulloh, John - - - - = = 7-7 9 = _ —

Thompfon, William - - - + - - 82 2 I I

Vaughan, Thomas - - see 7 _ _— —

Vaughan, Jofiah - - - - - - - 10 _ _ _

Williams, Rachell- - - - - - - 2 — _ ~~
Young, Jane - - - - --- - - 4 — — —

Conry, Thomas - - - = - -| 20 _ _ —

Sanders, Michael Dicker- - - - - 25 _ — _

4,850 87 48 3e

(Signed) J. Queft,
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(16.) In Earl of Balcarres’s, of 22d March 1800,

An ACCOUNTof the Number of SLAVES on the follow-
ing Plantations in the Parifh of Trelawney on the 1ft Day of |
Odtober 1799, together with an Account of the Births that have
happened on the faid Plantations fince the 1ft Day October 1796s
diftinguifhing amongft the Deaths thofe that were born in the
Ifland, or have been imported.

 

 

    

| e : |

z e /82 2 ,.
@ g| ea] 8a/ 3 8

: 9 SL ETS RTE ees
PROPRIETORS’ NAMES: a 24 egal 26 ge|a6 |

g¢ 2 SeO/ QeO] cae
i 8 eo one ° i] M
1 a “ 5 - fen g e

2 | °e | be |e *
; i a
‘ ,

Atherton, W- - = - Green Park! 69 21 12 $39
Arthur, Peter = - - = 7 - t eh ee fe ep ee 1

Brady, Jares - - - Florence Hall 12 I 3 | 7 164

Biagrave, John - - - - Pembrokc 25 10 7 328
Brown, David - - Brown’s Mount 2 2 a] m9

Biff-tt, George - - - -  Buthline 16 7 13 202
Same “ame - - - - Hamphhire 36 25 29 407°

Same Same- - - Mahogany Hall 22 8 6 256

Bell, Rubert - = + °- Woodftock 7 3 - - 76

Barnet, Hugh - - - ~- Beddiford} ~ ar: 10 10 gir

Same Sane - - = - Hopewell} 23 3 9 267

-Biown, Jonathan - = = 7 + = off I I - 13

Ballantine and Shaw - - - Lottery 10 1 4 146

Barnett, William - = + - Acadiaf  o41 10 6 343

Bacchus, John - - - - = James), r[- - 1 14

Blake, James - ~ - - - * 7 * I I I 20

Barrett, Edward + - = - Oxford 26 5 13 333

Same Same - - - = Cambridge 39° 9 14 391

Clarke, Edward - - ~ + - Hyde 22 8 16 327

Chriftie, John, and C° - - + = -| “4 1 - - 44

Cunningham, John - - Roflin Caftle| 27 3 7 180

Cunliffe, Henry - = - Marywood/ 18 12 12 240
Clarke, Andrew - 2+ -.- - = -| 4 2 - 35.
Campbell, John - - - + Spotfield) 13 190 8 150
Clarke, Simon - +. - += Long Pond| 17 12 -6 215
Clarke, George - - - = - Hyde 24 24 26 257

Craig, David F. - - + Craig Hail} 3 - - 3° Al

Edenhead, Robert- - - <= = + -lf. 2 1 - - 19

Dunnand Kennion - - + ‘Chefter] - 27 7 8 243

_ Edwards, Bryan - - ~ - B.Caftle} © 17 5 5 165

Same Same- - - = ~- B.Bryan| | at 9. 5 300

_ Edga, Alex’ + - 2 2 2 120 2 off 5 1 4 114

continued.
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‘ ° = 2 2

~ flee. {/AS.iEs &
3 Al~SADIL. na a a

oO S/F F818 th] ser
eo, 7 (Se "(8e7] 48¢

PROPRIETORS’ NAMES. -~Sel5 66) 20 3 o BS
. . § O|le¢«9 A ome

& ei|ene/epnre 5

2 “|Os  |ge (3 2
a “12 Zz

~

Fleming, Edward - - - Shaw Hill 4 so 3 3I

Fowler, James- - - - ~ Grange 8 6 7 123

Same Same - - - - Friendfhip 9 7 7 147

Fofs, Matthew - - - Mark Cave 21 7 10 246

_ Furguffon, James -  - Liberty Hail 5 4 13 99

Franklyn, Peter - - Wefton Favel 47 24 12 343

Forefhaw, James - - - Nantuckerl|] -— - - - I 24

Gale, E.G.M. - - - - - York 48 42 - - 447

Same Same- - - - Gates Valley 12 2 200

Gordon, Charles - - - - Georgia 28 13 11 260

Gallimore, Olive - - - Picdmount 8 7 4- 97

Giles and Egglefton - - - - - - 4 - + 2 23

Gordon, Charles - - - - - Biaco 28 19 25 373

Gallimore, Jarvis - - - Greenfield 13 3 11 166

Gayner, John - - - - - Ramble 1 - = - = 31

Gallimore, John - - Orange Grove q - - 7 109

Gardner, Andrew - - - Duan Vale 13 2 15 293
Gillefpic, Urquhart - - Greenfield 11 5 5 84
Gardner, James - - - - - - = 2 ‘ee 4 23

Galloway, James - - - - - = - I - - = 9

Hine, W2- - - = - - Profpect 5 1 3 7°
Holmes, Roberr - - - = - - - I - - - = 32

Hanflow, Robert - + - = - + - 2 I 1 14

Hodges, Johnand R. - - Maxfield 16 9 8 227

Hunter, Robert and Wiliam - - -i] -) - I I i4

Ingram, Robert: - *- . Harmony Hall 4 I 4 130
James, William - - - KR. Southfield 2 3 6. 176
Jarret, John = - + + Golden Grove] . 27 7 16 359
Same Same- - - + SilverGrovel}. 20 8 11 180
Same Same - - - - - - Kent} . 8 5 I 180
Jarrett, HerbeurN. - - - + +.) - 55 24 6 $25

Knowles, Edward = - - - Springi/- 412 5 9 156
Kelly, JamesK. - - - - - + + 3 I - —~6

Lyon, James - - - - Barnftaple 20 7 9 259

Muffenden, WAL = - - © - = 3 2 a a 32
Morris, Samuel - - Good Intent 2 - - - 7 28
Morris, Philip- - - - - Cottage a -~ * 21

Marlow, Benjamin - + - + - - 4 - - I 25
Minto, Robert- - - - Dry Valley 15 5 8 153
Same Same - - - Water Valley} = 30 “9 17 305
Mitchell, W"- - + Georze’s Valley} 9 18— 4 6 272
M‘ Ghie, Pobert - - + Greenfide 25 15 - - 202

continued.   
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o_o

Ne] a ©

R 2 ¥ 2 cs
- : 2 59 Ss

gf) gal aihlend
PROPRIETORS’ NAMES. “eg /O8s)]&Se lake

g 9° wed ZaeodO sy ES

& = Sag 3 7s Pe oe

« Oo g” 2 & - a -~

3 £ 1/82 |%
a & 4a

MCleland, James - - - = -} ee - - - 1 12

M‘Ghie, Robert, James, and Jonathan 61 18 - - 833

Mitcheil, John - *- - -£ © - 8 - 6 79

Mitchell and Murray - - - Unity il 5 9 213

M‘Lachlan - - - Lachlan Referve 18 6 15 259

Mayler, Richard - - Black Garden 8 5 16 159

M‘Guire, PeterH. - - - - - - I i 7 29

Patterfon, Thomas - + Down Caftle 4 - - - + 43

Palmer, John and James - - - - 8 3 6 85

Patterfon, Archibald - - - = - - 5 I 3 39

Rofe.John - - - - - ~- 7 7° 4 I 3 44

Reid, George - - - = Friendfhip 6. 7 3 189

Same Same - - - - - B.H-eli 17 3 40 196

Reid, John - - - - - Wakefield 14 12 7 184

Reid, Adrian - - = © = - = 12 2 3 107

Robertfon, Robere - - © - = - 1 - - 2 9

‘Stoney, Thomas - - - Stonehenge 12 10 14 214

Simpfon, John - - - Bounty Hall 32 18 18 393

Same Same - - «= «= - Tilfton 23 12 Il. 217

Scarlet, James - « - Green Vale 6 5 13 29

Same Same - - - - - - Peru 34 7 21 262

Stogdon, John - - - - - Clifton 13 10 12 148

Shirley, Henry, Hon’* - Hyde Hall 34 10 19 397

Same Same - - - -_ Ellingdon 25 5 14 282

Same Same - - - Cedar Spring 3 I 3 145

Stewart, James, Hont® - - 24 8 7 302

Stotherr, James - - + - Dundee 15 7 5 222

Smith, Benoni - - - - Claremont 3 6 7 It

Shawe, Edward, and Co. - - - - 15 5 12 278

Simms, John - - - - Holland 16 9 rt 164

Steel, Thomas "- - - - Steelfield 9 “7 a) 162

Thompfon, Thomas - - M*Bueno 10 3 tT 774
Same Same - - = -  V. Royal 34 9 22 293

Same Same - - - =  Lancafter 10 2 ry 196

Tharpe, John -~ - - - G. Hope 37 13 6 455
Same Same - - - = - Potofi 24 9 9 295
Same Same - - - - - Covey 42 17 7 7 415

Same Same - - - -  Languinet 29 14 1§ 387

Same Same - - - - -  Wales|i. 20 15 - * 354

Same Same - - - - «= P.Pant 43 20 iI 365

Same Same - - ~- - - W.Pen 13 2 It 1990

Same Same - - - - Top Hill 9 6 7 * 68

Tate, William - - Williamsficld 5 a 2 69
continued.
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G. 46 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

2 ° =o 3 :
~ ,~leos ,/ASels &

PROPRIETORS* NAMES. Seg | 8a| 6G| BS
€§ Of} 820/449 ;,8s2e
€ ff} sre; zprsis™s

ta a a

Teafdale, W" - 5 et es ee 4 4 4 60
Taylor, John - - = - - = = - 2 - - I 16

White, Elizabeth - - - - = - 20 3 It 183
Wedderburn, James, Heirs of - - - 8 i 22 1S
‘Virgo, Rebecca - + - - - = © II 4 iL 212
Wood, William - - = = - - - 3 - - 3 19
Wilton, William - - «© «| «@ - 12 4 6 115
Watfon, Johnand A. - - - - I - - 3 58
Wall, John LL - - - - 2 = = 6 3 5 73

1,861 765 |° 907 23,290  
 

 

 

A true Copy from the Givings-in.
James Blair,

Clerk Veftry, Trelawney.

Amount of Negroes given in on 28th March 1799} 26.076
as per the enclofed Lit + - - 97

Amount given in as by the above Account - - 22,790

4,186

So that the Proprietors of 4,186 Negroes have neglected to
give in.
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JAMAICA. | 47 G.

(17-) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 18co.

JAMAICA.—St. Thomas's in the Vale, /s.

NUMBER of NEGROES in the aforefaid-Parith, with the Births and

Deaths for the laft Three Years, agreeable to the Addrefs of the Houfe

of Commons of Great-Britain, prefented to His Majefty the 11th of

July laft, taken at an extraordinary Veftry, November 2d 1799+

  

 

 

 

 

 
       

Deaths during the laft

3 é Three Years.

& | & 3
. Zz, 3 ga

Sen cg : aoe

PERSONS NAMES, SETTLEMENTS. ° m 3 |Eea

3 | & Z 2 |ges
gE 2 5 & Esa
4 iz z & jee

wt og
bh

Aikenhead, Heirs of - - -jStirling Caftle - - - - 86; — — — _

Avis, James - - - = - Newcaftle - - - - - | — — _— —

Bennet, W™ Powell - - -jKentcomb - - - = - 95| — — —_ —

D - - -- = - el fe ee ee ee et 6p mpm]

Brammer, George - - - -jMurmuring Brook - - -| $4 5 4|—- —_

Brooks, William - - - -| - 2 2 s+ - = 7 7 376 | — — — —_

Blackburn, John - - - -|Wallens - - - - - -} 154 | — —{j- _

_ Blair, Charles - - - - -j|Profpet- - - = - - $9; — — —_ _

Bolt, Sarah, dec* - - -l = - - ew ew we 2 —_— — —_— —

Bicknell, James - - -!Mount Mathews’ - - -| 26] — —_ _ _

Bagnold, Thomas - - -'Hartford - - - = - -| 34/ — _- — —

Benwell, John = - - - -| - - = = 2 - 2c] WS] —~{|j—ji—-

Brown, Robert- - - = -iBuzey Ridge - - - - 2, — _ —_ —

Bennett, Robert - - - -jChaplain- - - - - - 42), —- — — —_

Byfield, Mary - - - - -| - - - 2 2 et rf 25] 7 — — —

Ballantine, Dick & Co. - -iBalgare - - - - - - 64).— —_ _ _

‘Caldwell, W™ - - - -'M' Pleafant - - - -| gol — — —_ —

‘Curtis, Johanna - = = - -{Morris Hall- - - - m{|— — _ -

Curtis, Elizabeth - - © -| *= = - - - - -| wailo— . — —_

Clarke, George - - = ef] ee 7 ee et 8 — — _~

Chorley, John - - - = -/Burtons - - - - - - ss{ = — — _

‘Chandler & Davidfon. - -|Twiloch - - + - = =} 33! 29 18 3)

Cullum, Thomas ~ --- -| © - - et ete 32, — — — _

Clark, William oo - - + -]| - = - - eee 10| — — ~ —_

Carrington, Lord & - = -| - 2 - - = = 7 tf 80] om — _ _

‘Clark, George Booth - - -jGibraltar - - - - - 28 I 2;,— _

Crouch, William - - - -|Craigy Mount - = - - 6); — — —_ aaa

Dawkins, Henry - - - ¢{Tredways - - - ~ -}| 13? 12° 6 6, ——.

Davis, Anne - © = = =| = = - = = © «= © 29 — —_— _ _

Fllis, Robert Nedham -  - Retirement = - - -' - 96 | — _ -— _

Edwards, Z. Baly - - - -|Dove Hall - - + - - 270 38 24; — _
continued. 
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G. 48 , SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES..

a

. Deaths in ‘Three Years,

8 $s [7 —
bo |) 24
a 2 as
tee co od A

PERSONS NAMES. SETTLEMENTS. S B 3 = 28

a) 3 5 | 24
E s a 5 3S
a a ps

| 4 33gS

Eccles, Mrs. = - = - -| "7 7 7 7 7 OT OT 20; — — — —

Edwards, Doctor - ‘= - -/TopHill - - - - -| 45 34 — —

Fuller, John - - - ~ -/Knollis - - - - - -| 178 18 | 10 |-—| me
Fletcher, Widow - = - =| - 7 ct te te tt oy IS _ — —

Frafer, James = - = - =| 7 2 ot 7 7 tm tf eR — — _—

Falconer & Mit Leod- - -j|Sky Mount - - - - -}) 135 | — _ — _

Gordon, John = = - = =| 2 7 et 2 7 tt MHL _ — —_~

Garrigues, Jane - - - -| = 7 st 7 Ot tT Oe a8}, — _ — ~

Grant, Sir Alexander- - ~jBerwick - - = - - -| IS0] — —-|— —
Do - = « « = - -)RioMagno - - - - -| 163] = _ — —_—

D - - - - - - -|Charlemount - - -| 56); — _ —_ _
Guy, John Wudfon - = 4-) - - ce et tp 34] _ ~ —

Gutteris, Judith & Co - -[Palm- - - - - = - 269; — ~ — —

Gaul, Sufanna, Heirsof - -| - = - - = = - -| 27] — — _ —

Gibbs, Simon - = = - -})- 2 7 = - = 7 -|) 40] — — — —_

Harewood, Lord - - - -|Willlamsficld - - - -| 274 44] ° 14 13 I

Harvie, Elizabeth - - - -|Enfield - - - - = -| 156 9 Io | — —_

Honter, Laurence - - -jLunna - - - - = -{ Tio — —_ — —_

Henderfon, John - - - -|Banbury- - - - - -| 145, — — _ _

Hunt, Richard, Rep of -|Mount Induftry - - - -| 793) — — — —

Henriquez, David, Heirs of ~|Dover Caftle - - - -| 199] — —_ — —

James, Robert - - - = -| 2 2 2 5 7 2 7 et] TO] om _ — —_

Jones, Charles - - - - -jPear Tree Grove - -- -| 116] 16 9 rj —
Junor, Henry J.. - - - -jAbboit’s Hall - - - - 6, — —_ — —

Englis, Frances Eftate - - Chariton - - - - - -| 148 — — —_— —

Innes, Hugh .- - - - - Kendal - - - + + - 56) — ~ — —_—

Innes, Mr3.- - = - - -| - = - = -= = = oj — — — ~

Keater, Thomas - - = -[| - - = = 5 -= = - a2; — _ — —

Leé, Richard - -.- + -j|Rofe Hall - - - - -| 227] — _ — —

rd,Henry, Heirs of - -jIvy - - - - = -| 254, — |— _ —

Ip - - - -jRiver Head - - « -| 153 Ir Ir — —

Lyons,Frances ee - - - -| Yo| — — — —

Lobban, Jofeph - - - -|The Cottage - - = -| go] — _ —_ —~

Leath, Head Thomas - -| - = - = = - - q 6; — _ — —

Loggan, Thomas - - - -| - - - - - = = - owil— _ a _

Lindo, Jacob - -- - -|Williams Penn - ~ - -|. 31 fo — — _ _

Morant, Mary-- -~ - - -|Crawle - - - - « -| r10|.— — — —_

Martin, Richard - - - -| 2 = - - - - gi — — — —

Murphy, James, dect = -] = = = 2 ee ee] omg] om — ~—e —_~

Mitchell, W" - = - - -jNew Hall - - = - -| 207 12 5 5\—
MBean - - - - -|Wakefield - - - — -[| Jol — _-—-{|- _
Marfhall, John, Heirsof - oe ee ee ee el gt] — —_ —
Marfnall, Henry - - = -jByndlofg- - - - - -| Bo} — — — ——       

continued.
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__. eect

. Deaths in Three Years,

g | 3 2a
ba ™ £4
Z| 3 ES

PERSONS NAMES. SETTLEMENTS. Ss i Z % g

5 ¢ 3 $ 3

Zz z 8 3

= #s

M‘oe Heétor eee el ee ee ee ee 70; — _— — —

- - - - -;Hampfhire - - - - +} 16r] — — —_— —

Mario, Richard Palmer - -| - = = = == © =] 30} — — —_ —

Marfhall, George - - - -| - - - st ttt: a1; — —_ —_ —_

M¢* Donald, Archibald - -| - - eo — —_ —

Muir, and Mc Arthur = -|Cool Shade- + - - = 221 — — —_ |—

Me Leod, Alexander - - -/Raza Mount - - - -| 163 6 a4,| — —

Montignac, Col. - - - -|GingerHall- - + - -| 77] — — — —

Marfhall, George - - - -|GoldenGrove - - - = 64) — — — —

Montgomerie, John - - -|Cragie - = - - -} a3) — — — —_

Naylor, John - - - - -|Shenton - = - - + =| 169 9 12 iol —
Nedham,William - - = -{Mount Olive - - =| 247 15 30 | — —

Omeally, John - - = -|Newport- - - - = -| 73[ — — — —

Parker, William -' - - - oe 4| — —_ _ —_

Palmer, Henry - - - -| - © = © = 2 te} 60] — — — —

Price, John - - - ~- -|Mickleton - - - - - 34) — — — —

Powell, Elizabeth - - - -}| - - - -“-2--- 10} = — — —

Page, Robert Slop - - -| = = = = 7,7 7 7] 30] — —_ — —

Redwood, Philip - - - -|Palmeto Valley & Phillipfhurg| 303 5 3; — _~

Do - - - - -{Seven Mile Walk - - -} jo] — — _~

Reid, George Athley - - -/Pleafant Farm - - - - 30 _ _ _

Reid, Adrian - = - = -| - = - - = - * = 30) — — — —

Rutherton, John -° - -|Sue River - - - = -| 124 4 Q])- - “2

Roach, Thomas Simon - -|Meufe - - - - - - 4t — _— — —

Roberts, John, dec - - -| + - = = = 2 = - 91 — — — _

Reynals, John Vefy - - -/GlengofF- - - - - - ss} — —~ — _.

Rofs,George - = - - ~-|White Plains - - - - $2| — —_ — _

Rofs, Francis - - - - ~<|Buckfield - - - -l 24] — —_ ~ _

Rofs, Robert - - - = -|Bybrook- - - - - -| 290) — _ — _

Rofe, Robert, Rep* of - -| - = - = - - = *f SEL — _ — _

Smith, Alexander - - - -|Mount Recovery - - -| 23] -~ — — —

Smith, William - - - -{Fair Profpeét - - - - 19 4 2| By Accijdents.

Smith, Samuel - - - -|Sandy Gult - - = “- =} 17° 15 | _ 22] None imported

Smith, Robinfon, Heirs of -|Content - - - - - = 19} — -— — —

Smith, John, dene- - = -/Bunker’s Hill - - - - 3)— — — _

Stanbury, John Harpurs, Heirs of {Jericho - - - - = - 77 i I mo
Stanbury,M* - - - - -| - - > es 7 ot 17 I 1|— —

Speight, John - + - - -/Rock Hall - - - - - 35 | — — joe —

, Speight,Mary - - - a - - - - - - - 15 _— — —_— —

Sommers, John - « « -lGlofter Hallk- - - - - 30 — — ho —

Stevens; James Flutter - -|Hacker’s Hall - - - -| 148) — _—- | =< —

Thomas, George Alprefs - -| - - 7 7 7 7 7 7 28 | — _ —

Townfend, John - « = -DLiangibby - - - = -| 34] 7 —_ _ —
continhed
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‘ Deaths in Three Years,

oy 3g
. . Zz 2 Be

ae < aA

PERSONS NAMES. SETTLEMENTS. 9 be 3 3 = Si

8 2 a & | 3s

& ~

‘Vidal,John James os «|Berkthire Hall-" - - -L 373] 15 19| — —

Welch, Richard,Heirs of «lHyde- -- 2 =. = = -| 168 8 20 | == —

Welch, Richard - - = =[till Side-.- - - - -} 103 7 I 11 —

Vaueh, Gavin - - + s- -j/Golden River - - + - 34 _— — — —.

Witkinfon, Jacob~ - - -|Hog Hole - - - © -| 195) 13 14} Zi.

White,JohoCrawley= - -f - - - -. 7 - e 9| — — ~— —_

9,879| 391] 263] 77 3
 

 

The foregoing is an Account of the Slaves in the Parith of Saint Thomas in --

‘the Vale, with the Increafe and Decreafe for the laft Three Years, as far as canbe

procured ; many People havingdeclined to give in the Account of the Increafe

and Decreafe of theirSlaves. ,

W Smith, C. V. of Geo. Brammer,

S. M. |

Fer St Ehomas in the Vale.

’S: Thomas in the Vale.

Noy’ r4th, 1799
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JAMAICA. gt G,

-(18.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of aad March 1800.

AMAICA.
j St. Mary. {a

RETURN of NEGROES belonging to Sundriesin the Parith
and Ifland aforefaid, with the Total Number of Births and Deaths (on

an-Average of the laft Three Years); diftinguifhing what Proportion
ofthofe that died wereborn in faid Ifland, or had beenimported up-

wards of Three Years, and the Number of them who died that had

Been imported within Three Years of their Death. _ ,

— ee ies [og

3 ZEsiAs las .
ST. MARY’s = gees Bee g| 2) ,| &| ¢| elSeeliediasé

3 2 5 2| 8 -/#2-|2 S645 &
a < Aj'<|zs [48 |* &

For the ys 179} ae ng

1797, & 1798 24,448] 1,836 628; 15944 648 | 918 | go8] 118         
(1g.) In Earl of Balcarres’s of 22d March 1820.

JAMAICA. £
St. Mary. f°

RETURN of NEGROES belonging to Sundries in the Parifla

and Ifland aforefaid, with the Total Number of Births (on an Average

of the lat Three Years); diftinguifhing what Proportion: of thofe
that died were born in the faid Ifland, or had been imported upwards
of Three Years, and the Number of them who died that had been

impertcd within Three Years cf their Death.

 

          

| ~e |e be
= 3 nw o w v

,
- Se ging x Avs

5
237 A>rul--3

ST. MARY?’ 3 Se Filan|s 2 ¢

ee 3 SEL(OFR olleS
. , z So a 59 5 Eel sey El Babe

~ 3 a a a 38 s|4 212 &

g <5 » et 3) & sie 3°59

° wa = a 3 » Zz ou ze

E« a < g < Zz g a = - &

For the Years 1795,} ;
OU 12,224, 9431 31451 972] 324] 459; 454) 59

1797;& 1793. 5; 2,224, 943 | 314s 97 : !

‘
.

 
. — ew aae ad — j f I
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G. 52 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

Jamaica,
No. 8.—Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Balcarres

to his Grace the Duke of Portland, dated 23d
March 1800,

(One Enclofure.)

(Copy.) Jamaica, 23d March 1800,

My Lord,
IN obedience to. your Grace’s commands, I laid the fuggeftion, dated 21ft April,

and inclofed in: your fecret letter of the 23d April the fame Year, at a very

early.moment after its receipt before feveral of the principal Proprietors in this

‘Hland, who then undertook to anfwer them. .

Nearly twelve months having been elapfed without my procuring the promifed

reply, I thought it expedient to lay thofe fuggeftions before the Legiflature of

this Colony; but I am forry to report that the Houfe of Affembly pofitively declined
giving any anfwer. . ;

In this fituation it only remained for me to call on the Council, in their capacity as
-Counfellors, todraw upa reply to thofe fuggeftions, which I have now the honor
to inclofe.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(figned) Balcarres.

To the Duke of Portland,
&e. &c.. &e.

‘ In Lord Balcarres’s of the 23d May, 1800.

COUNCIL.

23d March 1800.
THE Committee:of the Council to whom your Honour referred certain queries

and fuggeftions, tranfmitted by his Grace the Duke of Portland, dated Whitehall,
April 21ft 1798, relative to the increafe of Negroes in this Ifland, and the improve-
ment of their ftate, have taken the fame into their confideration, and are of opinion:

“That the Legiflature of this IMand have for many years paft uniformly manifefted
the moft fincere and earneft intentions to improve the condition of the Slaves, to the
utmoft degree that their eftate is capable of, and thar is confiftent with the fafety and

_ welfare of the White Inhabirants, With this view was pafied the confolidated Slave
A&t in the year 17g1, wherein many effential conceffions and provifions are made in
their favour, and for their benefit, far beyond what the policy of former laws had
deemed expedient, which will clearly appear froma reference to the faid AG, and a

. comparifon thereof with the earlier A&s of this Ifland, regulating the management of
the Slaves. :
From this difpofition fo well evidenced, the Committee entertain the fulleft con-

fidence, that if the Legiflature in their wifdom, may hereafter perceive it poffible
fill to improve their condition, that they will cheerfully adopt all meafures for that
purpofe that can be reconciled to the principles of fafety and found policy.
With regard to the caufes which are fuppofed to have retarded the increafe of

Slaves, the Committee are inclined to think they are to be found principally in the
ignorance of, and want of skill in the midwives, and to the prejudices and immo-
rality of the Negro mothers in common. But as much more particular care and
attention are paid of late years, by the feveral Proprietors to the Negro women in
chikibed, than was the cuftom formerly, they think the evil may reafonably be
expected to be growing lefs.

In anfwer to the fecond Query, the Committee find by an official return made to
the Council by the Naval Officer of this Ifland, that there have been one hundred

thirty



JAMAICA.

thirty-one thoufandnine hundred and thirty-feven Negroes imported in the courfe of
the Jaft ten years, and that twenty-five thoufand four hundred and thi:ty-three Slaves
have been re-exported during that period; and it appears alfo to the Committee,

_ from the returns which have been already made by the Clerks of the Peace, that for
fourteen parifhes, the number tranfported off the Hland under judicial fentences,
during the laft ten years, is, taking them collectively, one hundred and eighty-five, and
“the number executed for crimes taken in the fame manner, and for the fame term, is
ninety-fix. But as to the number of thofe pira‘ed or kidnapped, your Committee
have not been able to obtain any information, but they have reaion co think the
number muft be very inconfiderable,

* With refpect to the number executed and tranfported, the Committee think it
proper to obferve, that of thofe before mentioned, feventy-five were executed, and
fixty one tranfported, for being parties concerned in the late rebellion of the Tre-
lawrey Maroons.

. The Commitiee is not poffefied of documents, nor are they attainable by them,
whereby to afcertain what has been on a comparifon of births and deaths, the annual
difference between them; nor can they afcertain what proportion of the numbers
imported has been wanted for the fupply of the eftates atually fettled, and what for
the annual increafe of cultivation,

In regard to the third Query and fuggeflion, the Committee cannot advance any
opinion a8 to what might be the fentiments of the Legiflaiure of this IMand, the
Affembly not being fitting; but they are fully impreffed with a conviction that they
will be ever ready to promote any meafure.in their power which may be conducive
to the improvement of the Slaves, and of their condition, as they have already in-
tumated in their anfwer to the firft query.
The Committee however cannot avoid obferving, that they believe it to be a

general, if not univerfal cuftom, to exempt pregnant women from field or any other
hard labour, during a period of more than fix weeks, or even two months of their
pregnancy ; and from all labour except the care of their children, for the fame time
after their delivery. At the time of their delivery, and during the confequent con-
finement, not only the mother, but the new-born child as well as all other young
children fhe may have, receive the aid and affiftance of the Proprietors, or thofe
acting fur them.

In refpect to the fourth and fifth Suggeftions, the Committee obferve, that they
are prevented from advancing any opinion on the important fubjects therein con-
tained, for the fame reafons which reftrained them in the cafe of the third fuggettiuns,
as they are matters referrable to the Legiflature at large. But the Committee cannot
heip obferving, as to the appointments of InfpeCtors or Vifitors to fuperintend and
enforce all regulations enacted in favour of the Negroes, inftead of the prefenc Courts
of protection, that {uch meafure is not expedient, and may be produttive of great
confufion and inconvenience,

On the fixth Query, the Committee have to ftate, that by a law of this Ifland,
paffed in the year of our Lord, 1797, intituled, * An Ac for the better eftablifh-
*“* ment of the Clergy of this Ifland, to oblige the Juftices and Veftries to build a
Church and a Parfonage-houfe in their refpective parifhes; an‘ for ettablifhing a
fund or provifion for the fupport and maintenance of the Widows and Orphan
children of deceafed Clergymen.”’ An addition is made to the ftipend of all the

beneficed Clergy in this !fland, who are by the faid law dire@led and required to allot
a portion of time, either before or after the perform.nce of divine fervice, every
Sunday in their refpe€tive Churches to chriften fuch Negroes or other Slaves as hall
defire it, as well as to iaftruét all Slaves who thall attend for that purpofe, in the
precepts of the Chrittian Reiigion. : |

This law evinces the defire of the Legiflature effeCtually to eftablifh the Chriftian
Religion amongft the Negroes, and by impreffing their minds with its principles and

rig. precepts,

«

9

¢
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Jamaica, precepts, effentially to improve all their habits and manners, thereby removing and

SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES.

wearing out their barbarous and heathenifh perfuafions, many of which tend ro the

prejudice of natural population, and are alike pernicious to themielves and their

O-rers. ‘This is an event interefting and doubtlefs greatly to be wifhed for, bug

which cannot probably be otherwile well produced than by flow degrees, and without

any ftriking appearances of innovation.

In anfwer to the feventh Query and fuggeftions, your Committee beg leave to

obferve, that the fame difficuity which occurred in advancing any opinion as to

what might be the fentiments of the Legiflature on the fubject matter of the

third, fourth, and fifth queries, applies in a more peculiar manner td the prefent,

from the novelty and importance of the matter therein contained ; the Commitee

however, have no hefitation in expreffing it as their opinion, that the meaiure of

attaching plantation Negroes to the foil, in the nature of adicripti yleba, would tend

effentiaily to their happincfs and welfare; but with refpect to the remedy by fe~

queftration, they entertain great doubts how far fuch a meat‘ure would from the

nature of Welt India property, be beneticial to the Debtor and Creditor.

(True Extract.)

M. Atkinfon,
Clerk Council,
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No. 9.—ExtraéofArother; 19:h May 1798 - - - - eee ee eee

LIs T:

No. ¢.—-Estra& of Letter from Prefidt Thomfon to the Duke of Portland; 19th July 1797- - p. 3.

No. 2.—-Extract of Another; t4h Oftober 17972 With - = - - = - «© - - + © =

(Three Enclofures) : P. 3

(.) Extra from the Council Minates of the Tflandof Antigua - - - - -} to

(2.) Report of Commi:tee on Laws refpecting Slaves - - = - - --- -\p.8.

(3.) Extraé from the Council MinutesofSt.Kitts - - - - 2 - - = -

No. 3.—Extract of Letrer from the Duke of Portland to Prefidt Thomfon; 1ft Jauary 1798 - p. 8.
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No. 1.—Extraa of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon
-to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chrifto-
pher’s, July rgth 1797.

HE Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April, enclofed in St.
your-Grace’s Circular Letter, I have this day laid before the Council and Af- Chriflopher’s

fembly of this Mand, and recommending the objects contained in that Refolution to
their moft ferious confideration, and the adoption of fuch meafures as from their
Jocal knowledge they may deem moft conducive to promote the humane and bene-
ficent views of the Legiflature of our Parent State. 1 fhall alfo, without delay,
tranfmit copies of the faid Refotution, with the like recommendation, to be fubmit-

ted to the Councils and Affemblies of the relpettive IMands within this Government, .
which I hope will not fail to have the defired effe&; and [ beg leave to affure your
Grace, that I fhall not fail to avail myfelf of every favourable inclination or difpofi-
‘tion which I may perceive in the Planters and other Inhabitants of thefe Iflands, to
effeGtuare the purpofes of the Refolutions, and inform your Grace from time to
time of all their proceedings relative thereto. .

I fhall alfo, as foon as I can colleét the neceffary information from the different
Iflands, acquaint your Grace, whether any meafures have been already taken by their
refpective Legiflatures, tending to promote the purpofes expreffed by the Refolutioa
of the Houfe of Commons,

No. 2.—Extract of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon,
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Se. Chrifto+ -
pher’s, Cctober 14th 1797.

1 BEG leave to inform your Grace, that I have litely reccived fome Refolutions
entered into by the Council and A@emb!y of the ifland of Antigua, in confequence of
the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th ofApril laft, and an Extract of
vour Grace’s Letter cf the 6th of May, which I had laid before them, requefting
me to convene a General Council and Affembly of the Leeward IMands, to take into
confideration the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons; which Refolution they wifhi
me to tranfmir to your Grace, and which you will be pleated to receive enctoled,
Now te  -
The Council and Affemblyofthis IMand were alfo proceeding onthe fame bufinefs,

and their Committee had-entered into feveral Refulutions, of which I fend your Grace
a+ _-a copy, which will fhew the progrefs they had made when this application froin the

0° . ” . . .
> Council and Affembly of Antigua arrived, in which they have concurred, as your

< >

 

Grace will be pleafed to obferve by their Refolutions, which I alfo enclole.
Hitherto the urméit readinets has appeared in every Hand of this Government, to

- fet about the adoption of fuch measures as feed to them beft caiculated to carry
into effet the Refolutionof the Houleof Commons; and they now readily unite in
the application made by the Council and Afizmbly of Antigua, of forming aGeneral

ounci
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Council and Affembly, to take the collective fenfe of the whole Body, on matters fo
rhriterher’s highly important in their nature.

The calling together a General Council and Affembly for this purpofe, will be the
‘means of rendering all their meafures uniferm and confiftent, and will probably make
them mere wife and efficacious, than if they had been feparately formed by the refpec-
tive L-giflature of each Hland. © .

I fhall therefore acquiefce in the general wifh, and convoke a Meeting ofthe Ge-
neral Council and Affembly, with all the expedition which the forms neceffary to
-be gone through for that parpofe will admit.of, which meafure, [hope, will meet with
your Grace’s approbation.

‘(1.}—In Prefident Thomfon’s of the 14th Oct. 1797.

. Extra& from the Council Minutes of the Mand of Antigua.
Lopy. ,

ANTIGUA. Ata Meeting ofhis Honour the Prefident, and the following
Members of the Council, by Adjournment, at the Court
idoufe in the Town of St. John, on Thurfday the <d
Day of Avgutt 1797.

Prefent ,
“The Honourable Edward Byam, Prefident,

Thomas Jarvis.
Thomas N. Kerby,
James Nibbs,
Samuel Achill,
Rowland Burton, and
Samuel Watkins, Efqrs.

HIS Honour the Prefident informed the Board, That he had received a Letter from
his Honour the Commander in Chief, accompanied by an extraét of a Letter from
his Grace the Duke of Portland to his Honour, erclofing a copy of a Refolution of
the Houfe of Commons on the 6th of April laft, all of which he begged to commu-
nicare to the two Houfes, in purfuance of his Honour the Commander in Chief's

_ direction, with a view cf availing himfelf of their affiftance to give his Honour the
information he requefted; and the fame baving been read at the Board, they were
fent down to the Gentlemen of the Affembly, with a meffage from his Honour the
Prfident. '

_ Circular.

«: - - St. Chriftopher’s, 20th July 1797.
Str, .

THAVE the honour to enclofe you an Extraét of his Grace the Duke of Portland’s
circular Letier of the 6th May laft, and likewife a Copy ofa Refolution of the Houfe
cf Commons, entered into on the 6th of lat April, which you will pleafe to lay before

_th: two Heutes of Legiflature of Antigua, and which I beg leave to recommend to
their moft ferious confideratios, and the adoption of fuch meafures, as, from their
local knowledge and experience, may be moft conducive to the intercft and welfare
of that Colony, and carrying the purpofs of the faid Refolution into effea&, which
are the great obj: cts his Majefty’s Miniiters have in contemplation; and I beg you
will affure them, that in this falutary and benficial defign, they may rely on my
fteady and conitant co-operation.
You will pleafe to inform me, whether any meafures have been already taken by

the Legiflature of Antigua, which may tend to promote the purpofes expreffed by
-the Refolution of the tioutfe of Commons, that 1 may traofmit fuch information to
his Grace, agreeabie to his defire.

I have the honour to be, &c.  -
His Honour Rob! Técmfon.

-Edward Byam, E{q.
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His Honour the Prefident in Council, to the Gentlemen of
the Affembly.

Gentlemen,
IN purfuance of the directions of his Honour the Commander in Chief, I now fend,

for the information of your Houte, a Letter received from him, accompanied by an

extra of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland to his Honour, enclofing a

copy of a Refolution of the Houfe of Commons on the 6th of April laft, all which

have been communicated to His Majefty’s Council, with the view of availing myfelf

of the afiftance of the two Houfes, to give his Honour the information he requefted.

By command.

Council Chamber, (Signed) W. Mathews,

Auguft 34 1797- Dep’ Sec’.

ANTIGUA. Ata Meeting of his Honour the Prefident, and the follow-
ing Members of the Council, by Adjournment, at the

Court Houfe in the Town of St. John, on Thurfday -
the 24th Day of Auguft 1797.

Prefent
The Honourable Edward Byam, Prefident,

Thomas Jarvis,
Thomas N. Kerby,
James Nibbs,
Samuel Athill,
Rowland Burton, and

Samuel Watkins, Efqrs.

The Gentlemen of the Affembly to his Honour the Prefident in Council,

THIS Houfe, having taken into confideration the circular Letter of the 6th of

April laft, from his Grace the Duke of Portland, thinks, that the matters contained

in that Letter are of {uch great importance to the welfare, if not the exiftence, of the

~ ‘Welt India Sugar Colonies, that it will be proper to take, as far as may be poffible,

the fenfe of the different Iflands within this Government upon the fubject, by a

General Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Ifands ; and if your Board agrees with

us-in opinion, we defire your concurrence, that his Honour the Prefident fhould be

requefted to apply to his Honour the Commander in Chief, to convene a General

Council and Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, according to the laws

already made for that purpofe.

(Signed) Fobe Burke, Speaker, pro tempore.

“Fis Honour the Prefident and Council to the Gentlemen of the Affembly,

‘Gentlemen,
THIS Board concurs in Opinion with your Houfe, that the circular Letter of the

6th of Aprillaft,from his Grace the Duke of Portland, is upon a fubject of fuch,

great importance to the welfare, if not the exiftence, of the Weft India SugarColonies,

_ that it will be-proper'to take, as far as may be poffible, the fenfe of the different

Iflands within this Government upon it, by a General Council and Aflembly of the

Leeward Charibbee Iflands; and his Honour the Prefident will take the earlieft

opportunity to requeft his Honour the Commander in Chief to convene aGeneral

Council and Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Ifands, according to the laws of

the Leeward Iflands made for that Purpofe, and now in force.

And this Board is alfo of opinion, if your Honour concurs therein, that a Copy of

_ our joint Refolutions, as contained in the Meffages which have pafied this day, fhould

be tranfmitted by the Prefident to his Honour the Commander. in Chief, fignifving.

at the fame time the withes of the two Houfes, that his Honour would be pleafed to

11g.. . forward

St:
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forward the fame to his Grace the Duke of Portland, in order to manifeft the inten.

Chriltopher’s tions of this IMand, to give the fubject of his Letter the fulleft confideration as foon
as poffible.

By command.
Council Chamber, ' (Signed) WY" Mathews,
Auguft 24th 1797. Dep’ Sec’,

The Gentlemen of the Affembly to his Honour the Prefident and Council.

This Houfe readily concurs in opinion with your Board, that a Copy of our joint
Refolutions, upon the fubject of his Grace the Duke of Portland’s Letter, fhould be

tranfinitted by the Prefident to his Honour the Commander in Chief, fignifying at
the fame time the withes of the two Houfes, that his Honour would be pleafed to

forward the fame to his Grace the Duke of Portland, in order to manifeft the in-
tentions of this Ifland, to,give the fubject the fulleft confideration as foon as poffible.

Fobn Burke,
Speaker, pro tempore.

‘Antigua, Auguft 25th 1797.

True Copies from the Council Minutes. " .
(Signed) W”™ Mathews,

‘ Dep” Sec”

Copy.
(2.)—In Prefident Thomfon’s of the 14th Oct. 1797.

Report of the Committee appointed to examine all the
Laws refpecting the Government of Slaves by their
‘Owners, and to examine into the Proceedings of the
Courts of Juftice where Perfons have been tried, and
punifhed, for Offences committed againft Slaves.

THE Committee, in examining the Adts of the Ifand relating to the better go-

vernment of Slaves, find, that though the neceffity of the cafe made it effential at
the firft fettlement of the-Colony to pafs feveral fevere laws in order to preferve
fubortlination and gocd order, yet few, if any inftances, have happened, where the
rigour of thofe Aéts have been enforted. On this fubject your Committee are of
opinion, that fuch Aéts thould be as foon as poffible revifed, correfted, and con-
folidated, as may appear expedient. ,

‘Your. Committee has .obferved, that wherever the Legiflature found any grievances
exifting, contrary to the rights of humanity, they have always adopted remedies
againft their continuance.

In the former exercife of the rights of Ownership, three or four inftances only
having occurred of Mafters having maimed or mutilated their Slaves, the Legifla-
ture pafied an Act {(A.), infli€ting the heavicft penalties on perfons guilty of fuch
offences, which has been found effectually to have remedied the evil.
The Legiflature have likewife fhewn a marked attention to the rights of the

Negroes, by paffing an A&t for preventing white or free perfons frombeating or
iji-treating them, or taking away from them any of their property. It was the
practice of fome of the -lower clafs of white perfons to beat and ill treat the

- Negroes, -and frequently to take from them any articles which they carried to town
for fale, upon the prefumption that, as the Slave could not produce fufficient tefti-
mony, it was impoffible that he could ob:ain any remedy. The Legiflature, there-.
fore, have authorized the Owner of the Slave, who has received any injury from any’
perfon wha'foever, to apply to a Magiftrate, who is authorized fully to examine the
perfon accufed, on oath, and to give ample remedy to the party injured, in cafe of
conviction. (B.)

It does not appear to Your Committee, that any other laws are neceflary for the
purpofe of giving protection to Slaves, againft any perfons who thall commit acts of

violence-
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violence or injuftice towards them, as they-find, on examination of the Court of

Records, that the Criminal Courts of Juftice have always taken cognizance of Chriftopher’s

barbarous treatment of Slaves, in the {ame manner as crimes of a fimilar nature

committed againft white and free perfons.
Your Committee therefore obferve, with great fatisfaction, that the laws of the

Ifland have afforded ample protection to Slaves; and, after a thorough inveftigation

of the general treatment of Slaves in this Ifland, we are of opinion that it is

humane.
Your Committee, in the courfe of their enquiries, found it neceffary, for the

complete purpofe of giving comfort to the Slaves (without encroaching at the fame

time on the rights and power of their Matters) to examine into their prefent fitu-

ation, in order to difcover if any meafures were proper to be adopted for their

amelioration. From this examination they are clearly of opinion, that fome con-

fiderations, which call very much for the interpofition of the Legiflature, ought par-

ticularly to engage their attention.
Obferving, with regret, that the feverity of our laws, which make a Slave not

only liable for his Mafter’s debt, and immediately fubje€& to a cruel imprifonment,

but which drags him from his little fettlement, his houfe, his land, his family, and

relations, convicted of no crime whatever, but liable to fuffer all thefe misfortunes

becaufe his Mafter happens to be indebted: Your Committee thinks fome provifions

fhould be made againft Negroes being liable to be fo fold for their Mafter’s debts,

and that they fhould become attached to the foil, and confider themfelves as enjoy-

ing a fort of fee-fimple right therein.
Your Committee is further of opinion, that it would tend very much to the

intereft of their Mafters, if the Legiflature would afcertain the quantity of food

and raiment that the Maittrs fhould be compelled to give their Slaves, as there are

reafons to believe fome Matters do not afford them a proportionate quantity of either

for their neceffary fubfiftence. .

Your Committee cannot help obferving on the impolicy of the meafure ufually

adopted by Mafters of Slaves, who generally calculate only on the expences they

incur by feeding and clothing them, without adverting to the additional advantages

that muft accrue by adding as much as poffible to their comfort, and rendering their

minds eafy, happy, and contented. .

A Slave well fed and well clothed, will be able to perform double the fervice of

one indiffcrently fed or clothed; added to this, that when a Negro feels fatisfied and

contented, it is reafonable to fuppofe that by working more cheerfully, he will per-

form a greater tafk thana Slave who goes repiningly and difcontented!y to his work,

hungry and naked, and who, while performing his tafk, has his mind conftantly.

engaged on the means of providing food as foon as his labour is finifhed.

Your Committee think, therefore, that if a imall portion of land was yearly given

to the Slaves to plant fruit and vegetables, that it would add very much to their

comfort, befides the advantage that would be derived by the inhabitants, in having

_ a plentiful fupply of articles which are now found fo fcarce and dear.

Your Committee are of opinion, that it would be advifable for the Legiflature

to adopt proper means for fecuring, to any perfons who fhall feli any quantity of

food and raiment, as limited for the fuftenance of any Slaves in this Ifland, a prior

lien on any plantation or freehold to the amount of their demands, as the apprehenfion

of lofing their debts, by a preference of former liens, may prevent merchants from

affording fupplies effentially neceffary to the maintenance and comfort of the Ne-

gtoes, and, confequently, may alfo diminifh the value of that very property, which

would be rendered more competent to the difcharge of all incumbrances by thofe

fupplies. .

Your Committee (while the Iflands are charged with improper conduct to their

Slaves) cannot avoid reprefenting to the Houfe, that, confidering the great cala-

mities they now labour under, thofe perfons are_ungenerous and illiberal who con-

ftantly accufe us of inhumanity, while, at the fame time, they deprive us of the

means of affording greater comfort to our Negroes, by continuing to burthen us

°
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with additional taxes, to increafe thofe already impofed, and to involve us in thofe
Chriltopher’s Gigculties which ought not to be fo feverely felt even in better times.

Will Woedley, Chairman of
Committee of Council.

feAa 261, page 162, New Ed. Jobn yon, Chairman of

‘ 0. 2073 Bee Pe 19 OS Committee of the Affembly.

Truly extracted from Council Minutes
of St. Chriftopher’s, 9 O&. 1797.

(Signed) £. Moore,
Clerk of Council.

Copy.
Y (3.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s of the 14th Od. 1797.

Extract from the Council Minutes of the Ifland of St. Chriftopher.

St. CHRISTOPHER’s. Ata Meeting of the Council and Affembly at the Court
Houfe in the Town of Baffeterre, on Thurfday the sth
Day of October. 1797.

IT was by both Houfes Refolved, That they concur in the Refolutions entered
“into by the Council and Affembly of the ifland of Antigua, as mentioned in Mr.
-Prefident Byam’s Letter, dated the 12th of September laft, to the Commander in
Chief; and therefore further Refolved, That his Honour be requefted to convene a
General Council and Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, agreeably to the General

- Laws ofthe faid Iflands made for that purpofe.

_ A true Extract from the Council ‘Minutes.
(Signed) '  E. Moore,

Clerk of Council.

No 3.—Extract of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitehall,
1ft January 1798.

“THE Meafures you have taken for convening a General Council and Affembly
- of the Leeward Iflands, to take into confideration the Refolution of the Houfe of
- Commons of the 6th of April laft, feem to be highly proper, with a view to their
proceedings being conducted with uniformity and effect.

No. 4.—Extra&t of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chrif-
topher’s, 1gth February 1798.

IN my Difpatch to your Grace of the 14th OCiober (No. 9) I enclofed a Refolu-
tion of the Council and Affembly of the ifland of Antigua, containing a requeft that J

- would convene a Geneial Council and Affembly of the Leeward iflands, to obtain the
collective fenfe of the whole, on the meafures neceffary to be taken. for carrying into
execution :hé Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April laft, which

~ was incft readily concurred in by the Legiflaturesofall the other IMands. I delayed,
for forne time, iffuing the writs for the eleCiion of members to compofe the General.
Affembly, in hopes that the negotiations at Lifle would have been productive of
peace, and their delibe:ations thereby rendered lefs liable to in:erruption; but when
I found that the inordinate ambition of the prefent Government of France tac put

- an end to that blifsful profpeét, I then fent the writs to all the IfMands; the elections
were
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were in confequence taken on the roth inftant, and the Meeting is to take place on

the 1ft of next month in this Ifland, whichI have feleCted for that purpofe as the

moft centrical and convenient of the-whole. ,
Your Grace will be pleafed to receive an AG, which has been paffed in the ifland

of Antigua, intituled, * A@ to repeal the fortieth and forty-firtt Claufes of an Act
« of this Ifand,” intituled, “ An A& for attainting feveral Slaves now runaway from

« their Matter’s fcrvice, and for the better government of Slaves; dated the ninth

« day of December, in the year ofour Lord one thoufand feven hundred and twenty-

« three; and to make perfons charged with, and found guilty of the murder of

¢ Slaves, liable and fubject to the fame pains and penalties as are inflicted for the

« murder of free perfons.” °

a

In Prefident Thomfon’s, of the rgth February 1798.

ANTIGUA. An Aé to repeal the fortieth and forty-firft Claufes of an
At of this Ifland, intituled ** An A@ for attainting

“ feveral Slaves now run away from their Mafter’s  fer-
“ vice, and for the better government of Slaves ;”
dated the ninth day of December, in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and tweaty-three;
and to make perfons charged with, and found guilty of
the murder of Slaves, liable and fubje& to the fame
pains and penalties as are inflifted for the murderof

free perfons.

WHEREAS by an Aé@ of this Ifland, intituled * An A& for attainting feveral

“ Slaves now run away from their Mafter’s fervice, and for the better government

“ of Slaves,” dated the ninth day of December, in the year of our Lord one

thoufand feven hundred and twenty-three, it is by the fortieth and forty-firft Claufes

thereof enacted and ordained as follows; that is to fay, “ And whereas feveral cruel

** perfons, to gratify their own humours, againft the laws of God and Humanity,

« frequently kill, deftroy, or difmember their own and other perfons Slaves, and

“ have hitherto gone unpunifhed, becaufe it is inconfiftent with the conftitution

* and government of this Ifland, and would be too great a countenance and en-

“ couragement to Slaves to refift white perfons, to fet Slaves fo far upon an

“ equality with the free inhabitants, as to try thofe that kill them for their lives ;

«© nor is it known or practited in. any of the Charibbee Iflands, that any free per-

fon killing a Slave is triable for his life, but particular laws (of which we are

« not provided) are made in feveral of them, for punifhing the aforefaid crimes,

& and are found very effectual in deterring perfons from fuch crimes5 Be it there-

© fore enacted and ordained, That if any free perfon or perfons whatloever, fhall

« wilfuily kill or caufe to be killed any Slave whatfoever, either belonging to him-

“ felf or another, in any fuch manner as is not excufable by the laws of Great

“ Britain, or allowed by the laws of this Ifland, whether the fame be by exceffive

© punifhment or otherwife, or fhall geld or difmember any fuch Slave, that then

‘© fuch perfon or perfons fhall and may be profecuted by prefentment, indictment, or

“information, before Jultices of the Peace in their Seffions, or Juflices of Oyer-

“ and Terminer and Gao! Delivery, and upon conviétion of any fuch killing, the

“ offender or offenders fhall be fined each in any fum not under one hundred

© pounds nor exceeding three hundred pounds, lawiul money of this Hfland,

*€ and be imprifoned till fad fine be paid, and all due fees, and firrd fureties for

“ their good behaviour for one year; and in cafe of gelding or difmembering, and

« conviction thereof, the offender of offenders fhall be fined each any fum not

“under twenty pounds or above one hundred pounds, lawful money of this

“ Ifland, and be imprifoned in the common gaol uil the fame be paid, and find

 fureties for their good behaviour for a year, fo as the profecution be commenced

“in one year after the offence of killing, gelding, or maiming, committed, and not

“ after, and fhail likewife pay double damages and cofts to the party grieved, to

“ be recovered by action of trefpafs in any Court of Record in this Ifland,the

119. “ moiety
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St.’ © moietyof which fines for killing, gelding, or difmembering a Slave, fhall be to the

Chriftopher’s < yfe of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, to be paid into the public treafury

« ofthis Ifland; to be employed towards repairing the forts and fortifications of

¢¢ this [fland, and the other half to the informer profecuting therefore.”

- And whereas, from the alteration of times and circumftances fince the paffing of

the above recited A@, it is become neceffary that the faid two Claufes thereof

- fiould be repealed, we therefore, Your Majefty’s moft dutiful, loyal, and obedient

fubjects, the Commander in Chief of Your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands,

and the Council and Affembly of this Your Majefty’s Ifland Antigua; humbly pray

your Moft Excellent Majefty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it, and

it is hereby enacted and ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid fortieth

and forty-firft Claufes of the above recited Aét, fhall be and are hereby declared to

be repealed and made null and void, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever, as fully

and effectually as if the fame never had been made.

And whereas, in obedience to the Divine Law, and from principles of juftice, hu-

manity, and policy, it is right that whofoever is guilty of the wilful murder, or of
wilful maiming or wounding a fellow creature, whether a free perfon or a Slave,

in any fach manner: as is not excufable by the common or ftatute law of England,

| fhould fuffer the pains. and penalties of death, or fuch other punifhment as by the faid

Jaws fuch Perfons are made liable to fuffer for the‘faid crimes; Be it therefore —

enaéted and ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That from and after the publica-

tion of this Law, every white or other free perfon, who fhall be charged with the

murder, or with the maiming or wounding a Slave, whether belonging to himfelf

or to herfelf, or to any other perfon or perfons whatever, and whether the fame be

by exceffive punifhment or otherwife, every fuch perfon fo charged, fhall be pro-

ceeded againft and tried in the fame manner as he or fhe would have been pro-

ceeded againft and tried for the murder, or for the maiming or wounding a free per-

fon, and upon being conviéted thereof fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment

by the laws of England fuch perfons would he fentenced to fuffer for themurder;

- or for the maiming and wounding a free perfon: Provided always, that fuch con-
vicion fhall not extend to the corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or

tenements, goods or chattels; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary thereof

notwithf{tanding.

Dated at Saint Chriftopher’s, the 28th day of Dec. in the
year of our Lord 1797, and of His Majefty’s reign
the thirty-eighth.

(Signed) John Burke, Speaker, pro tempore. -

Paffed the Council the 28th day Paffed the Affembly this 28th day of
of Nov. 1797. Nov. 1797+

By Command - (Signed) Fobn Hill,
(Signed) W" Mathews. _ . Clerk of the Affembly..

Dep’ Sec’.

Publithed this roth day of Jan. 1798.
(Signed) SFcbn Roberts,
, Dep’ Provoft Marhall.

No. 5.—Extract of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon to
his Grace the Duke ofPortland ; dated St. Chriitopher’s,

March 15th 1798. . .

AGREEABLE to the Return of the Writs iffued for convening theGeneral Council
and Affembly, they met in this IMand on the firft day of this month, when I delivered
to them the Speech, of which there is a Copy enclofed, and alfo Copies of their Ad-
dreffes, by way of anfwer to it.

I flatter
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‘| Hatter myfelf your Grace will be pleafed, when you obferve by thefe Addreffes
‘how much they are difpofed to enter upon the arduous and important bufinefs which

J have laid before them, and earneftly recommended to their moft ferious confidera-

‘tion; and your Grace may be affured, that I fhall not fail towatch over and pro-

«mote, by every means in my power, the advancement of a work which has humanity

and benevolence for its objects. I hope they will continue their Sittings from day

to day, till the whole bufinefs be completed.

© (1) In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland,
of the a5th March 1798. of

Extra from the Speech of Prefident Thomfon to the
Prefident and General Council, and to the Speaker and

Gentlemen of the General Affembly of the Leeward
Iflands. ,

IN compliance with the withes and folicitations of the feveral Legiflatures within

this Government, I have called you together to take into your confideration, and to

concert the beft means for carrying into effe& the objects contained in the Refolution

of the Houfe of Commons, entered into on 6th day of April laft, which I have di-

reéted to be laid before you.
You will find in that Refolution, Gentlemen, objects of the firft importance to the

Britith Sugar Colonies, which, by the wifdom of Parliament and His Majefty’s moft

gracious condefcenfion, are now fubmitted’ to a body of men, whole local know-

ledge and experience are beft adapted to form fuch wile and falutary meafures, as,

I have no doubr, will produce the happieft effects.
The increafe of our Negroes by propagation rather than by importation, is an ob-

jeét to be wifhed for by us all, who know the fuperior value of Creole Negroes to

thofe imported from Africa; and furely, to every humane mind, it muft prove a

fubjet of the moft pleafing contemplation, to behold his gang thriving and increafing -

under his foftering hand; I am therefore purfuaded, you. will devote your attention

to the removal of every kind of impediment that may appear to you to ftand in the

way of accomplifhing fo defirable an object.

The moral and religious improvement of our Negroes, by introducing more or-

der, and regularity in our gangs, you muft be fenfible will, among other good and

advantageous purpoles, contribute to the increafe of the fpecies; for it mutt be ob-

fervable by all, that a failure’in this refpedt is not fo much owing to oppreffive la-

bour, as to the licentious manners and habits of the Slaves.

If the Legiflature of the Parent State have wifely abandoned the idea of a forced

cand abrupt abolition of the Slave Trade, and with to fee whether ic can be gradually

-accomplifhed by natural means, lez us, on our part, do every thing that is in our

power to try the experiment fairly. _

It is with the greateft pleafure and fatisfaction that I have obferved, duringforty

-years refidence in this country, a gradual improvement and melioration in the

‘condition of the Slaves, and feveral laws paffed in the different IMands, to protect

them from cruelty and oppreffion; I am fully perfvaded, it will be your inchnarion

to extend thefe bleffings to that race of people, as.far as you fhall deem them con-

fiftent with that fubordination which has of late, more than ever, been evinced to

be fo effential to the préfervation of peace and good order in fociety.

1 am fure I fhall meet’ your wifhes, Gentlemen, in recommending to you a

revifion of all the Jaws which have been paffed, and are now in force in the different

Iflands of this Government, relating to Slaves, adopting all the wholefome regula-

tions, and rejecting thofe which, on certain exigencies, might have been deemed

proper, but from a change of times and circumitances are no longer neceflary, and

may appear to you to be harfh and oppreffive, and form an entire new code, an-

{werable to all the beneficial purpofes of our fyftem of Slavery, in which, no doubt,

among other things, the food and clothing of the Negroes will appear to you to be

objeéts highly worthy of attention. oe (2) In

Hi.
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(2.) In Letter from Mr.Prefident. Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
dated 15th March 1798.

Extra& from the Addrefs of the General Council of the
Leeward Iflands to Prefident Thomfon, &c. &c. &c.;
dated 2d March 1798.

WE are highly fenfible of the goodnefs that induced your Honour, in compliance
with the wifhes and folicitations of the feveral Legiflatures within this Government,
to call us together, to deliberate on the beit means for carrying into effect the ob-
jects contained in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, entered into on the 6th
day of April laft, which you have been pleafed to direct to be laid before us.
We beg leave to affure you, that we will cheerfully enter upon the duties of our

prefenc ftation, and give that ferious attention to the important objets you have
fubmitted to our confideration, which they demand.
We hope your Honour will believe, that, in fpite of the various calumnies which

have been for many years pait heaped on His Majelty’s faithful fubje&ts in the
Weft Indies, we view with the fame pleafure and fatisfaction which you have been
pleafed to exprefs, the gradual improvement and melioration in the condition of the
Slaves in the different IMands of‘this Government, and the prote¢tion afforded to
them by laws at once juft and humane ; and we look forward with the moft pleafing
fenfations, to the opportunity we now have of eftablifhing a fyftem, which, by further
improving their condition, by introducing more order and regularity among them,
and by promoting their improvement in morality and religion, as far as it may be
poffible, may tend to increalé their propagation, and enable us to diminifh the num-
ber of Africans to be hereafter imported. But we conceive that the Welt India
Iflands never could have been, nor ever can be cultivated to effeét, without the
right, of which we truft no power will endeavour to deprive us, of obtaining la-
bourers from Africa; a right under which our anceftors were induced to feutle in thefe
Colonies, which hath been fandctioned by repeated Aéts of the Britith Parliament,
and the violation of which muft be confidered as an act of the greateft oppreffion,

(3-)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland,
. of the 1gth March 1798.

Extract from the Addrefs of the Members of the General
Affembly of the Leeward Ifiands to Prefideat Thom-
fon; dated 2d March 1798.

WE, the Members of the General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, beg leave to
exprefs the grateful fenfe we entertain of your attention to the different paris of your
Government. The objects contained in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons
of the 6th of April laft, naturally impreffed the different Legiflatures with the
neceffity of mature and fpeedy deliberation, and your ready compliance with their
wifhes has afforded the mot fatisfa€tory reflcétion.

Whatever miaterially relates to fo important a part of the émpire as the Suga®
Colonies, mufl become an urgent fubject of confideration, and d: mands the greateft
energy and exertions on our part. Jt is with pride, Sir, we obferve, that in no
inftance has His Majefty’s parental care been more emphatically manifefted, than in
having confided to thofe, whofe -Iecal knowiedge and experiencerender them mofl
comperent, the enquiry and eftablifhment propofed. .
The natural increafe of our Negroes’ by propagation, is an objrct to be ardently

defired, and the Weft India character of humanity, with a very few exceptions, we truft,.
evinces the propriety of your Honour’s obfervation, that it is a fubject of the moft
pleafing contemplation to the Proprietor to behold his Slaves thriving and increafing
under his foftering hand. We fhall, however, direct our attention to thofe obfta-
cles that may appear to impede this ead, Ww

e
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We thall alfo attend to the moral and religious improvement of the Negroes

and we cannot but be fenfible that undifciplined nature is too prone to thofe icen-

tious manners and evil habits which your Honour has forcibly deicribed.

We truft and hope, Sir, that the Legiflature of the Parent State will wifely aban-

don the abolition of a trade fanctioned and encouraged by feveral Acts of Parlia-

ment, and which is clofely interwoven and connected with the commercial intereft
of the empire at large.

It is a pleafing reflection, Sir, that your Honour’s refidence of forty years in this
country, bears an unerring and ampleteftimony of a gradual improvement and

melioration in the condition of the Slaves. As it is our inclination, fo fhall it be

our endeavour, to-extend every blefling to arace of people peculiarly under our

~ care and protection, as far as is confiftent with the fubordination which is effential to

the prefervation of peace and good order, and to the actual fafety of His Majefty’s

Welt India Colonies.
We are fenfible, Sir, that a revifion of the laws relating to the Slaves, is in-

difpenfible; by paying a proper regard to them, we fhall be able to confirm and

enlarge fuch as may be deemed expedient, and reject thofe which appear oppreffive

and no longer neceffary.

No. 6.—Extract of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chrif-
topher’s, 17 April, 1798.

THE General Council and Affembly have proceeded a confiderable length in
their bufinefs, and I hope it may be completed in the courfe ofa fortnight more,

No. 7.—Extra&t of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitehall,
2d May 1798.

THE harmony and good underftanding which happily prevail between you and

the Lepiflature of the refpective Iflands under your authority, cannot fail to promote

the public fervice in general, and the particular intereft of each. On the fubje& of

the Refolution of the Hovfe of Commons of the 6th April 1797, I refer you tq my

Letter (fecret) of the 23d ultimo, and its Inclofure; and mutt obferve, that the Act

patfed by the ifland of Antigua, «‘ making Perfons charged with, and found guilty

© of the murder of Slaves, liable and fubje@ to the fame pains and penalties as are

4© inflited for the murder of free perfons,” is fuch as highly becomes the wifdom
and humanity of the Legiflature.

No. 8.—Extracét of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon

to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chrif-

‘topher’s, May 4th 1798.

YOU will now be pleafed to receive a Bill, which has been paffed by the General

Council and General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, intituled “ An Ad more

4€ effe€tually to provide for the Support, and to extend certain Regulations for

“ the Protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage their Increafe, and generally

to meliorate their Condition,” and to which I have given my aflent.

It was deemed neceflary, on account of fome Claufes in the Bill whereby debts

contraéted for the feeding and clothing of the Negroes were made liens upon

eftates, and co take place of all others, to introduce a fufpending Claufe, to prevent

the Bill from being in force here till His Majefty fhould fignify his pleafure thereon,

The diftrefs which thefe {flands have fuffered froma feries of bad crops, and.the

confequent low ttate of credit to which eftates in fome of the [lands are reduced, I

11g. . . . - underftand
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underftand gave rife to this meafure, in order to facititate the procuring of thofe
articles, of which the Bill has directed an increaled quantity to be given; and your
‘Grace will be pleafed to oblerve, that thefe liens are not ailowed to run on trom year
tg year, fo as to accumulate and grow into a large fum, but the amount of the
neceflary fupplies of food and clothing muft be extinguiihed within the year,
otherwife all fuch contraéts lofe their priority. Under thefe reftrictions, Ifhould
conceive thofe Claufes in the Bill would rather operate in favour of creditors, who
are mortgagees of eftates, than to their prejudice, as they tend to keep up the
mortgaged premifes, which will be a means of ftrengthening their fecurity, or at
Jeaft preventing it from being impaired, ;
The Bill, in other refpeéts, embraces feveral of the objects pointed out by the

Refoiution of the Houfe of Commons, which your Grace did me the honour to
tranfmit, and upon the whole, though not fo full and complete as I wifhed it to
have been, I hope it will meet with His Majefty’s approbation.

I beg leave to fend your Grace copy of the fpeech which 1 delivered to them at
the clofe of the feffion.

(.) In Mr, Prefident Thomfon’s, of the 4th May, 1798.

Mr. Prefident, and Gentlemen of the General Counc'l,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the General Affembly,

THE zeal and unremitted attention with which you have devoted your time to the
arduous and important bufinefs you have had before you, do great credit to your=
felves, and merit the warmeft acknowledgments of the Ifands over which your
labours will extend their happy influence. The Bill you have paffed, to which I
have juft given my affent, is calculated to promote the caufe of humanity, and
having that for its objcét, it cannot fail to be highly acceptable to every well-dif-
pofed mind; and though the current expences of eftates may be thereby fomewhat
enhanced, yer if that augmentation, together with the other falutary provifions of
the Bill, will produce more comfort and happinefs to the Slaves, and be a means of
increafing their numbers fo as to render the importation of African Negroes un-
neceffary, I truft they will prove a full and ample compenfation.

~ I cannot clofe this feffion of the Genera] Council and General Affembly, without
returning you my moft hearty thanks: for the readinefs you have fhewn to adopt
every meafure which, at t'-e beginning of it, appeared to me neceffary to fubmit to
your confideration, all of which, I have no doubt, would have been carried into-
full effeét, had not the urgency of your private affairs, at this period, called you
from hence.
Tam, however, perfuaded, that whatever rerains unfinifhed of this great work,

you will, during the recefs, take into your confideration, and come prepared, when
the feffion again commences, to give it a final completion.

It now ony remains for me to recommend to you, Gentlemen, when you return
to your homes, to g:ve your aid, by your countenance and example, to the operation
of the Bill you have already paff-d in your refpeétive Iflands, and by narrowly
watching and obferving its effects, you will be able to difcover whether it will
require any alterations and amendments, and which you will have in your power to
make at your next Meeting.

St. Chriftopher’s,
April 23, 1798.

‘(2.}—In
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(2.J—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of the 4th May 1798.
CoPY:

St. CHRISTOPHER.
An A& more effectually to provide for the Support, and

toextend certain Regulations for the Protection of Slaves;
to promote and encourage their Increafe, and generally
to meliorate their Condition.

“YOUR Majefty’s loyal and obedient fubjeéts, the Commander in Chief of Your
“Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands in America, and the General Council and Ge-

wneral Affernbly of the faid Iflands, duly convened and affembled at the town of
Baffeterre, in the ifland of St. Chriftopher, having taken into their moft ferious

-confideration the Refolution of the Honourable the Houfe of Commons of Great
Britain, of the 6th day of April, in the 37th year of Your Majefty’s reign, re-
commended to their attention by Your Majefty’s {aid Commander in Chief of your

‘Leeward Charibbee Iflands, in obedience to Your Majefty’s orders, communicated

by his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of Your Majefty’s principal Secretaries of
‘State, and having maturely deliberated upon the meafures which appear to them beft

-calculated to obviate the caufes which hitherto may have impeded the natural in-

-creafe of Negroes already in thefe Iflands, gradually, as they hope, to diminifn the

-neceffity of the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead to its final termination, and

.defiring to grant unto the Slaves in thefe Your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee IMands
-every indulgence and encouragement which may tend to their moral and religious im-

‘provement, and to fecure to them the certain, immediate, and active protection of

the law, as far as the fame can poffibly be extended to them, confiftently with that
good order, difcipline, and obedience, which it is abfolutely neceflary to preferve
-and maintain in all places, where, from inevitable local circumftances, Slavery mutt,

-with fome reftriétions, be tolerated ; and defiring alfo to prevent, as much as poffi-

ble, any inftances of cruelty or oppreffion, and to compel all perfons to treat their
“Slaves with that humanity which is generally prevalent in thefe Iflands; Do humbly

pray Your Moft Excellent Majefty that it may be enacted and ordained ;

aft. And be it, and it is hereby enaéted and ordained by the Authority afore-

faid, That every Owner or Direétor of any Slave or Slaves within the Leeward

Iflands, fhall weekly and every week, under the penalty .of ten fhillings per head for
each and every Slave under his or her direction, for every omiffion, purchafe or pro-

vide, atthe rate of the following quantities of provifions; that is to fay, for every

Slave at the rate of nine pints of corn or beans, or eight pints of peafe or wheat,

or rve flour, or Indian corn meal, or nine pints of oatmeal, or feven pints of

tice, or eight pints of caffava flour or farina, or eight pounds of biicuit, or
‘twenty pounds of yams or potatoes, or fixteen pounds of eddoes, fanias or tyres,

or thirty pounds of plantains or bananas, and alfo one pound and one quarter of

herrings, fhads, mackarel, or other falted provifions, or double the quantity of frefh

fifh or other frefh provifions; all which faid provifions to be of good and whole-
fome quality: Provided neverthelefs, that every fuch Owner or Director fhall have

the abfolute and uncontroulable right of diftributing and dividing all and every fuch

quantities of provifions fo to be provided as aforefaid, unto.and among all and

every his Slave or Slaves, in fuch proportions, fhares, and allowances, as he fhall

think proper, according to the different labour, fize, age, and ftrength, or otherwife,
of all and every fuch Slave and Slaves, and as the fame hail appear to him in his

difcretion eligible or right; but notwithftanding fuch difcretionary powez, fuch
Owner or Direétor fhall a€tually diftribute weekly and every week among all his

Slaves, the whole quantity of provifions hereinbefore dire€ted to be purchaf-d or

provided, under the penalty aforefaid for every omiffion: Proviced alfo, that every

aged, fickly, or infirm Slave, and every Slave afflictedwith any loathfome or con-

tagious diforde-, or every Slave being incapable of labour, fhall receive weckiy and

every week, at leaft one full rate or ratio.of allowance aforefaid, nowvith{tanding

-the generaland difcretionary power of dividing the fame, hereinbefore permitted to
the
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the Owner, and notwithftanding any other power which he may have; and if any
Owner or Direétor of any Slave or Slaves within the Leeward Iflands, fhall omit or
negledt, under any pretext whatever, efpecially under pretext of abfence from the
faid plantation, or that the faid Slave is wandering about the towns or ozher parts
cof the [fland, or that he cannot be found, to diftribute and fhare weekly and every
week to any of his aged, infirm, or fickly Slaves, or to any of his Slaves afflicted
with any loathfome or contagious diforder, or incapableoflabour, fuch full rate or
ratio of provifions as aforefaid, he fhall forfeit for every fuch neglect or omiflion
the fum of twenty fhillings, unlefs fuch Slave fhail be provided for in the Hofpital
or Sick Houfe.

ad. And be ic further ena@ed by the Authority aforefaid, That it fhall and
may be lawful for every Owner or Direétor of any Slaves emploved on any plan-
tation in the Leeward Iflands, to reduce and diminifh, when he fhall be actually
making Sugar or cutting Canes on fuch plantations, for the whole week in which
he makes fuch reduétion, the quantity of provifions hereinbefore dire&ted to be dif
tributed among his Slaves, in the proportion which one-fifth part of the faid provi-
fions bears to the whole thereof, but on ‘no account in a larger proportion: Pro-
vided neverthelefs, that inafmuch as it-is neceffary for infuring the fubfiftence,
which is the principal object of this A&t, that in fome of the Leeward Charibbee
Iflands the provifions given. to the Slaves in crop-time fhould be increafed, and
may, without derogating from fuch fubfiftence, be ouz of crop diminifhed; that
no Owner or Director of any Slave within the Virgin Iflancs, fhall be permitted
to make the aforefaid reduction in any week in which he fhail be, or have been,
actually employed in the manufacturing Sugar or grinding Canes; burevery Owner
or Director of every Slave worked on any plantation within the faid Virgin Iflands,
fhall be permitted, out of crop, to make a reduction of one-fifth part of the dry
provifions hereinbefore directed to be given to his or her Slaves, whenever he
or fhe fhall give and allow to each and evcry of his or her Slaves as much land and
time as fhal!, with his or their labour on fuch land for fuch time, be likely to_pro-
duce the value of fuch dry provifions: And provided alfo, thar if the value of fuch
dry provifions fhall not be produced by fuch land, every fuch Owner or Direétor
thall make good to every Slave whofe lard fhall be lefs productive, the difference
between its produce and the value of the dry provifions to which fuch Slave under
this Act would otherwife be entitled.

3d. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That money fhall on no
account be giventoSlives in lieu of the provifions hereinbefore dire*ed to be pur-
chafed or diftributed, unieis in cafe of abfolute and unequivocal nec:ffitv; and that
if any Owner or Direétor of any Slave or Slaves, within the Leeward Iflands, fhall
offend againft this Claufe, he fhall forfeit the fum of fifty pounds.

4th. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever and as
often as any Owner or Director of any Slave or Slaves, within the Leeward Jflands,
fhall commute or exchange for money, the provifions hereinbefore dire€ted to be pur-
chafed.or provided for fuch Slaves, or any part of the fame, he fhall give and pay to
and among his Slaves at the rate of four fhillings per weck for each and every
Slave with whom he fhall make fuch commutation, and alfo give and allow two half
days in each week to fuch Slave, to refort to the beft market for laying out, to the beft
advantage, fuch commutation money: Provided neverthelefs, that it fhall and may be
lawful for every Owner or Diretor to divide, diftribute, and fhare fuch commuta-
tion money, among all and every his Slaves wich whom he makes fuch commutation
and exchange, in the fame manner, and with the fame difcretionary power, as is herein-
before velted in him with refpe&t to the provifions he is hereinbefore direéted to pur-
cha:e, procure, and diftribute,

gth. And whereas, from the fituation and local circumftances of many eftates in
the Leeward Ifl:nds, the Owners or Diredtors of fuch eftates are enabled to allot
portions of land to their Slaves more than fufficient for their fupport and main-
tenance, and from which fuch Slaves grow rich; and it would therefore not only be
unneceffary, but even unjuft and ruinous, to fuch Planters, to compel them to give the
{ame allowance with others who have not the benefit of fuch provifion grounds; Be

x
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it therefore Enactedby the Authority aforefaid, That whenever the quantity of pro-
vifien land under cultivation with the Owner’s time, upon any efiate in the Leeward
Ifands, fhall be in the proportion of one acre of land for every ten Slaves worked
and employed upon fuch eftate, and the produce of fuch land fhall be in proportion to
one halfof the quantity of provifions, or in any larger proportica by this A& di-
rected to be purchafed or procured for all the Slaves fo worked or employed, that
then it fhall and may be lawful for the Owner or Direétor of fuch Plantation to
diminith by one half, or in any other proportion, the quantity of dry provifions, ac-
cordingto the quantity of provifions produced from fuch land directed by this A&
to be purchafed or procured for and diftributed among fuch Slaves; provided the
whole produce of the land {o under cultivation, or the proportion hereby prefcribed,
is oppropriated to the ule of the Slaves fo employed; and provided alfo, chat the
‘Owner or Director diftribute or caufes to be diftributed among them, their full
allowance or rates of {le or freth provifions aforefaid: And provided further, that
fuch Owner or Dircétor fhall attend the Council Board in the IMand where fuch
‘Plantation hall be firuate, once in every twelve months, and then and there take
‘the following oath; viz.—** I do fwear, That there are now Slaves upon
“ or belonging to the Plantation under my direétion, in the parifh or divifion of
« and that there is under the cultivation of provifions upon the faid

Plantation, at leaft in the proportion of one acre of land for every ten Slaves
- thereon, and that the produce of the faid land has been for twelve months laft
“© paft, or for fo much of the faid twelve months laft paft as 1 have been Owner or
-« Dire&tor thereof, together with the quantity of provifions appropriated or dif-

tributed among the faid Slaves, fully adequate to the ratio of provifions directed
“© by this A& to be purchafed or procured, diftributed or fhared among them, and
« every other Slave for the time atorefaid; and that the faid produce has been ap-
‘ propriated, and the faid provifions have been fhared and diftributed agreeable

«“

«
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“‘ to the directions of this Act, to the beft of my knowledge and belief. Sohelp -
© me Ged.”

6th. And be-it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
Director of any Plantation within the Leeward Iflands, fhall allot and give to every
Slave of which he is Owner or Director, and who is capable of working thefame,
a piece or fpot of good well-laying land of forty feet fquare at leaft, immediately
round or clofe to his houfe, if the fame can be done, without pulling down or in-
joring any other Negro houfe; and if it cannot be fo done, then every fuch Owner
or Direétor fhall allot and give to each and every fuch Stave the tame quantity of
Jand, in fome part of the faid Plantation on which fuch Negro refides, and com-
modious for his working the fame, under the penalty of five pounds for every
offence againft this Claufe; provided there is fo much land as is hereby required to
be allotted as aforefaid on the Plantations of which he is fuch Owner or Director,
not ufually planted in canes, and if there is not, he fhall give and allow to every
fuch Slave as aforefaid, in lieuof the fame, an annual compenfation, which fhall be
equal to the annual value of the land ulualiy allotted as aforefaid, under the like
penalty of five pounds for every inftance in which he fhall omit or neglect to make
fuch compenfation.

sth. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
Direétor of any Slaves within the Leeward Iflands, fhall, twice in every year, that
is to fay, on the fir day of January and the firft day of Augufi, provide for and
give to each and every of his male Slaves, one jacket made of good found woollen
cloth, and one pair of trowfers made of good fovad ofenbrigs; and to each and every

of his female Slaves, one wrapper of fuch woollen cloth, and one petticoat of fuch

ofenbrigs: Provided always, that in cafe any fuch Owner or Dircétor fhall think
proper to furnith fuch Slave with a good and fufficient blanket, and a hat or cap,
with the confent of fuch Slave, the fame fhall be in lieu of one fuit of fuch cloaths
as afor: faid, .

_ §th. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaic, That once in every twelve
months each and every Owner or Direétor of Slaves hall, under the penalty of one
hundred pounds, appear before the Court of King’s Bench or Common Pieasof

119g. the
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. St: the Hland where fuch Owner or Direétor fhall refide, and fhall then and there take the
* Chriftopher’s . following oath, viz. “1, A.B. do {wear upon the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God,

‘¢ that I have truly and fairly dittributed, or caufed to be diftributed or appropriated, for

- the laft twelve months patt (or for fo long as the faid Owner or Director has had the

* direction of fach Slaves) between and among the Slaves under my direction, the
“€ full ratio of provifions and clothing, as directed by an AG, intituled, “© An Act
© more effe@ually to provide for the Support, and to extend certain Regulations for

“ the Proteétion of Slaves, to promote and encourage their Increafe, and generally
- tg meliorate their Condition,” to the beft of my knowledge, judgment, and
*¢ belicf, and without any fraud or intent to evade the faid a&t, So help me God.”

gth. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
‘Direétor of any Slave or Slaves within the Leeward Iflands, fhall give and allow to
every fuch Slave who fhall be employed in any field work, or any plantation, or in
the carrying, digging, removing, or making up manure, or in the picking grafs, or :
in any plantation labour, in the performance of which breakfaft and noon-time is now
ufually allowed, at leaft one complete half hour for every fuch Slave to eat his break-
faft, and at that time to reft and refrefh himfelf, but no Slave fhall at fuch time be
permitted to quit the field or place in which he is at work, without the particular
Jeave of fuch Owner or Direétor, or of the Overfeer or Driver acting under him; and
every fuch Owner or Direétor fhall alfo give and allow to every fuch Slavetwo full
and complete hours at noon or dinner-time, -to reft or refrefh himfclf, or to procure,
.drefs, or eat his dinner, during which two hours no fuch Slave fhall be employed
in any work, labour, bufinefs, or manner whatever; and any perfon offending
againft this Claufe, fhall for every fuch offence forfeit a fum not lefs than twenty
fhillings nor more than five pounds.

roth. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Owner or
DireCtor of Slaves belonging to any plantation within the Leeward Iflands, fhall call
or turn outto his work anv fuch Slave before the hour of five in the morning, nor
‘fhall any fuch Owner or Direétor continue any fuch Slave at work after the hour of
even o'clock in the evcning, except in crop time, or from fome evident neceffity,
under the penalty of five pounds. ;

rith. And be it further Enadted by the Authority aforefaid, That whereas many
‘Slaves, who have no Owners or Directors who can be difcovered and compelled to
provide for them, become incapable, from contagious diforders, old age, ficknefs,
or othcr infirmities, of labouring to procure a fubfiftence for them/elves, that in all
fuch cafes it fhall and may be lawful for the Veftry of any Parifh within the Leeward
Iflands, or the Prefident of the Council, or Speaker of the Affembly, or any
Juftice of the Peace where there is no Veftry, to provide in a fuitable manner. for
the fupport and maintenance of fuch Slave or Slaves, and to prefer the accounts
for the faine againft the public of the Ifland in which fuch Slave thall be found or
difcovered; and the faid public is hereby charged with and made liable for the pay~—
mentof ‘fuch accounts out of its treafury, or fuch other funds as it may choofe to
apply in payment of the fame.

_ tath. Whereas to avoid the inconveniences that do fometime arife from perfons
manumitting and fetting free their Slaves, when they are rendered incapable of.
fervice by age, infirmity, accident, or calamity, to avoid the expence of providing
a proper fubiiftence for fuch Slave, Be ic and it is hereby further Enaéted, That if
any Preprietor of a Slave fhall manumit or fet free any Slave in his or her pof-
feffion, who fhall be rendered incapable of fervice from any of the caufes aforefaid,
that fuch Proprietor fhall be obliged to pay into the hands of the Treafurer of the
Ifland where fuch Slave fhall be fo manumitted and fet free, the fum of three hun-.
dred pounds currency, from which fum fuch Slave fhall be entitled to draw half- .
yearly an intereft a.ifing upon fuch fum, according to the rate of intereft in .each
reipective Ifland, for his or her fubfittence during the life of fuch Slave; and that
upon the death of fuch Slave fo manumitced and fer free, the faid fum of three hun-~
dred pounds currency fhall be appropriated to the ufe of the public.

13th. And be it further Enaétd by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
Director of any Slave or Slaves within the Leeward Ifands, fhall keep and produce,

»whenever
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whenever legally required, a full, true, plain, and weekly account of all the pro-

vifions purchafed for or diftributed or fhared out among all or any of his Slaves,

and alfo of all commutation money paid in lieu of the fame, alfo a full, true, and

weekly account of the number of his Slaves, under the penalty of five pounds for

each and.every week in which he fhall neglect or omit to keep fuch account, and

aifo an account of all clothing given to his Slaves, with the times of his giving

the fame, and the number of Slaves of which he is the Owner or Direétor at fuch

times, under the penalty of twenty-five pounds ; and if he fhall refufe to produce fuch

account or accounts whenever he fhall be thereunto legally required, he fhallforfeit

the fum of twenty-five pounds.

14th. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, Thatifany white or free

coloured perfon, who is not the Owner or Director of any Slave ill treated as here~

inafter mentioned, fhall beat or ill treat any Slave, or fhall take away or caufe to be

taken away from any Slave any article or thing whatfoever, for which fuch Slave

fhall produce a ticket or note from his or her Owner or Director, authorizing him or

her to fell or poffefs fuch article or thing; or fhall take away or caufe to be taken

away from any Slave any flock, vegetables, provifions, grafs tops, vowra, or anyarticle

or thing which fuch Slave thall be authorized by any prefent or future exifting laws,

ufages, or cuftoms of the Ifland wherein he refides, to,feil or poffefs; or fhall, after

purchafing from any fuch Slave any of the articles or things aforefaid, refufe or omit

to pay him or her the price agreed upon for the fame, or fhall knock off from the

head of, or pull away from any Slave into the dirt or ftreet, or trample on the ground,

cr {catter about on it any fuch article or things whatever aforefaid, or caufe the fame

to be done, in any fuch cafes, on complaint made by the Owner or Director of the

{aid Slaves, though it may be without oath, to any Juftice of the Peace in or near the

arifh where the offence is committed, fuch Juftice fhall and is hereby authorized and

directed, by an order in writing under his hand, ftating the complaint made by fuch

Owner or Dire€tor, to command fuch perfon or perfons againtt whom fuch com-

-plaint was made, to appear at a time and place to be fpecified in fuch order before

him and any other Juftice who may be then and there prefent, that fuch complaint

-may be examined into; and fuch Juftices are hereby authorized to take the examina-

-tion of fuch perfon complained of, upon bis or her own oath with refpect to the faid

complaint, who fhall becompelled to an{wer on oath fuch queftions as the faid Juftices

may pvt to him or her; and if fuch perfon fhall not fully antwer fuch queftions, or,

having been duly fummoned, fhall refufe to appear as aforefaid, he or fhe fhall be

confidered as convicted of the faid complaint;or if fuch perfon, having fully anfwered

fuch queftions, fhall not fully exculpate him or herfelf, or fhall be otherwile con-

vided before the {aid Juftices, he or the fhall be fined by the faid Juftices in any fum

not exceeding ten pounds current money, CO be recovered by warrant under the hands

and feals of the faid Juftices, direéted to any conftable, commanding him forthwith

to levy on the goods and chattels offuch offender fufficient to pay fuch fine, wich all

cofts and charges attending all the proceedings aforefaid; and for want of fuch goods

and chattels, to commit fuch offender to the common jail for any time not exceeding

one month, and fuch conftable fhall excute fach warrant under the penalty of twenty

pounds current money aforefaid; and thefaid Juftices fhall and may, if they think

proper, difpofe of the fine.to the Slave fo ill treated, as a compeniation for the in-

juries he or fhe may have fuftained.

15th. And be it further Enacted by theAuthority aforefaid,That in order to remove

_any doubt which may arife as to the legality or propriety of punifhing the Owners or

Directors of any Slave for any crucl conduct towards fuch Slave, it is hereby ex-

prefsly declared and enacted, that if any perfon fhall cruely whip, maltreat, beat, or

imprifon, or keep inconfinement,without fufficient fupport, anySlave under his or her

dire@tion or care, fuch perfon fhall be indi@-d for the fame in the Superior Court of

Criminal Jurifdiation for the Ifland wherein fuch offence fhall be committed,

and uponbeing legally convicted thereof fhall fuffer fuch punifhment, by fine or im-

‘prifonment, or both, as the Judges or Juftices of faid Court fhall think proper to in-

Aidt; and the faid Judges or Jutuces are hereby authorized, if wey thali deem it necef-

fary, for the further protectionof the faid Slave, to order.the Marfhal orhisDeputy 0
eli
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{ell and difpefe of fuch Slave to any perfon (excep: the Cwner) at public outery, and
at the beft price that can be procured for fach Slave, and the monies arifing from .
fuch fale, after the payment of the fees, fhall be paid to the perfon having the fat hen
thereon, and in cafe of no fuch prior lien, then to the Owner of the faid Slave.

r6th. And be it further Enacted by the Auchosity aforefuid, Phat if any perion fh i
beat or maltreat any Slave not belonging to himfeifor herfel', fuch offender thai! Aot
only be indi&ed and punihhed for the fame in like raanner, but any puaifhment ine
A.ed by the Court ofCriminal Jurifdiation for fuch offence thail not be confdered
as a bar to any action or fuit at law which may be commenced by the Owners of
fuch Slave, or be confidered in mitigation of any damages which may otherwife be
given or recovered for fuch trefpafs or injury. oo

r7th. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That in cafe ary Juftice
of the Peace fhall receive any complaint or intelligence, which he, in his own difcre.
tion, fhall chink probable, that any Slave hath been mutilated, cruelly punifhed, or
otherwife maltreated, or confined without a fufficient fupport, it fhall be lawful for fuch
Juftice of the Peace to call to his affiftance fome other] uftice,and then fuch twoJuttices
fall be and are hereby authorized to order any conftable to bring fuch Slave before
them, or if the cafe fhall requireit, they are hereby authorized to go to fuch place
‘where fuch Slave thall be, and direét fuch Slave to be produced and fhewn to them,
‘that fuch enquiry and other prdceedings may be made and had as fhall be neceffary
for the further profecution of the offence; and that if fuch Juftices thali think proper
or neceffary, they fhall be and are hereby authorized to fend fuch Slave to fome public
place of {ecurity, or to the workhoufe, if any is provided in the Ifland where
fuch Slavefhall live, to be there kept and detained, and fupported at the expence of
the Owner or Dire@or of fuch Slave, until further enquiry fhall be made into the facaccording tolaw, =| . ;

18th. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That ifany Owner orDirector of any Slave within the Leeward Iflands, fhall fix round the neck of anySlave any iron collar with projecting bars, hooks, or any collar with a chain or weight" thereto, or fhall put or fix upon any Slave any chain or any piece or ring of iron,

lawful for the Coroner,
-and he is hereby authorized and commanded to hold an inquctt, not confiiting ofJefs than three perions, on the body of fuchSlave, to enquire into and return the

-either round the leg or any other part of the body of fuch Slave, other-than fuch asare abfolutely neceffary for fecuring the perfon of fuch Slave, it thall and may belawful for any Juftice ofthe Peace, on information or view of the fame, to order fuch-collar, chain, weight, hooks, bars, and rings, other than fuch as are neceflary as afore-faid, to be taken cff fuch Siave at the expenceoffuch Owner; and it hall alfo be lawfulfor fuch Juftice to iffue his warranc to bring fuch Owner before him, and if he is ofopinion that fuch Owner or Direétor has aéted wantonly and cruelly in putting onor fixing as aforefsid any fuch collar, chain, weight, hooks, bars, or rings, or that hewas not influenced folely by the motive of preventing the future defertion of fuchSlave, fuch Juftice fhall and may bind over every fuch Owner or Diredor, to ap-pear at the next Court of King’s Bench, to be held for the Ifland where fuch offence _thall be committed, then and there to anfwer for the fame, and upon conviétionthercof to be fined, atthe diferetion of fuch Court, in any fum not exceeding onehundred pounds current money. :1gth. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That any Owner or‘Diredtor of any Slave within the Leeward Iflands, who may, fromfi. knefs or any-other caufe, .{tand in need of medical affiftance, thall, without lofs of time, procurefuch affittance for fuch Slave, and alfo fhall provide for and furnith fuch Slave with-all tuch focd, wine, nourifhment, and with all and every fuch other neceffary and-néceflarigs of every kind as.the med‘cal perfon, whofe affiitance he may call in, fhallorder or dire&t, under the penalty of fifty pounds for every omiffion.2oth, And be it further Fna@ed by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever any“Slave, not under the age of fix years, nor from natural decay, who fhall die fud--denly, without having been vifited at leaft forty-eight hours before his or her dee.ceafe_by fome. medical perfon duly qualified topra@ufe phyfic, it thall and may be
or where there is no Coroner, for fome Juftice of the Peace,

caule
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caufe of ‘his or her death; and if any Owner or Dire&tor of any Slave within the
Leeward Iilands, fhall omit to-give notice to the Coroner or Juttice aforefaid, of the

deceafe of any fuch Slave under the circumftances aforefaid, within fix hours after

fuch deceafe, or fhall bury any Slave fo dying before he fall have given fuch

‘notice, or within eighteen hours after the fame, he fhall forfeft for every fuch

“ St
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offence the fum of one hundred pounds; provided that the perfon taking fuch-
inqueft, fhall in no éafe receive for the fame more than the fum of three pounds

fix fhillings, to be paid by the public of faid Ifland. ;
aft. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That every white or

free perfon charged with the murder or maiming of any Slave, whether fuch
Slave belong to fuch perfon or not, fhall be tried and punifhed for fuch murder or

roaiming, ‘in the fame manner, without any fort of diftinction or privilege, as if he

or fhe were charged‘ with the murder or maiming of any white or free perfon

-whatever: Provided neverthelefs, that if he or fhe fhall be convicted, fuch convic-.

tion {hall not extend to or occafion any corruption of blood, or forfeiture of
dJands or tenements, goods or chattels.

nod. And whereas the marriage of Slaves cannot give any particular right, either.
‘go the contracting parties or to their children, and it being unneceffary and even

improper to enforcethé celebration of any rcligious rites among the Slaves, in order

to fanctify contraas, the faithful performanceof which can be looked for only by

_aregular improvement in religion, morality, and civilization, and fhould not .be

immediately enforced by any compulfory methods, left the violation of facred vows.

dbe too often added to the crime of infidelity: And whereas it feems more-eligible
to encourage than coinpel fuch improvement in religion, morality, and civiliza-

tion-‘among fuch Slaves for the purpofes aforefaid, and for other good purpofes, Be.

_ it therefore. further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, Thatevery Owner and Di-

‘re€tor of any Slave on any eftate within the Leeward Iflands, fhall, within two.

months after the publication-of this Aét, and alfo on the firft day of January every

ar, convene and affemble together the Slaves under his dire€tion, and enquire

‘which of them have a hufband or wife, or more than one. and if an acknowledg-

-ment be made, in confequence of fuch enquiry, of more than one hufband or wife,

‘then fuch Owner or Dire@or thall compel fuch Slave making fuch acknowledg-

‘ment, to -eleé&t fome one Slave only as his or her hufband or wife, and when fuch

-eleétion if made, fuch Owner or Direétor fhall-enter the fame in a book to be kept

for that purpofe, and make the fame as public as poffible, by convening once in

-every twelve months all the Slaves upon iuch Plantation, and reading to them the.

fame in a diftin& and audible voice, at the fame time extolling the good behaviour

of thofe who have been faithful co their engagements, and reprobating the mifcon-

duét of thofe who have aéted to the contrary, doing his utmelt to Keep together in

harmony the parties who have made fuch election, and to encourage all the other

Slaves of which he is Manager, Mafter, ur Director, as they fhall arrive at the

age of maturity, to make fuch election as aforefaid, and adhere as ftrictly as pof-

fible to the fame. And every Owner or Dirc&tor of any female Slave, who fhall

- have a:child while the preferves her fidelity to fuch engagement as aforefaid, or

is reputed fo to do, fhall, in fix weeks after the bith of {uch child, if the fame be

then living, pay and give to the mother of fuch child four doliars, and the fame

jum, with one-dollar more for every other child the fhall bear and have under the

‘fame circumftances.; and if any Owner.or Direétor. fhall omit in.any-refpeéct to com-

ply with and fulfil the directions of this Claufe, he fhall foifeit the tum of fifty

pounds for every fuch omiffion.

23d. And be it further Enaéted. by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or

Direétor fhall give to every male and female Slave, who fhall live together faith-

‘fully and peaceably as aforefaid, as man and wife, one dollar each for every year

that they fhall fo live together. .
a4th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That as foon as any

female Slave fhall have fix children living, and who have been born during

sfuch cohabition as aforelaid, the youngeft of which fhall be feven years of age, the

“LIQ.
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Owner or DireGtor of fuch female Slave, fhall not oblige fuch female Slave to do

any other than light work, under the penalty of twenty pounds. — —_
agth. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Owner or

Direétor of any Slave, nor any Overfeer, nor any other defcrrption of white men on
any Plantation, fhall weaken the effect of the exhortations and enquiries enjoined by
this law, by his own irregular conduét, in cohabiting or having criminal commerce
with any female Slave, who fhall have elected her hufband as aforefaid, every fuch
perfon for every fuch offence, being thereof convicted by legal teftimory, before any

_ twovor more Juftices of the Peace, thall forfeic and pay the fum of one hundred
ounds, ; .

P 26th. And whereas it appears to be impracticable and ineffectual to endeavour to
compel any Slaves to adopt and conform themfelves to any religious eftablithment,
although they may be brought gradually to a confiderable degree of religious know=
ledge, by attention on the part of their Owners or Directors, and the Clergy, Be it
therefore further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That in cafe any Owner or Di-
vector shall in any manner whatfoever reftrain or prohibit, or caufe co be reftrained
or prohibited, any Slave (excepting fuch whofe fervices are neceflary on a Sunday)
under his or her direction, from receiving religious inftruétion by attending on Sun-
days at any church or chapel, or any other place of worfhip held by the regularly
eftablifhed clergy of any religious cliriftian fe& tolerated in the Leeward Iflands, or.
by receiving baptifm-according to the rites of the regularly eftablifhed church, or
other tolerated chriftian church, {uch Owner or Director for every fuch offence; hall
forfeit the fum of five pounds, and in cafe any regular clergyman, who has any liv-
ing in any of the Leeward Iflands, fhall refufe or neglect, when thereto reafonably
required, to baptize any Slave without fee or reward, on any Sunday. immediately
after Divine Service, fuch clergyman (hall forfeit and pay for every fuch refufaland
neglect the fum of thirty fhillings, provided that fuch clergyman fhall not be com-
pelled fo to do, in cafe of the ignorance or iff character of. fuch Slave fo requiring.
to be baptized; but that in all fuch cafes fuch clergyman fhall endeavour, by exhor-.
tation ard inftru€ion, to qualify fuch Slave as he may fo reject, to be thereafter
baptized and received into the faith of Chrift’s church. mo, .

27th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, Thit when any Slave.
fhafl be fick, or unable, from any accident or caufe whatfoever, to perform his ufual
duty or labour, his or her Owner or Director hall caufe fuch Slave to be vifited by
fome perfon duly qualified to pra&ife phyfic and furgery, according to the laws of
the refpective Ifand where fuch Slave fhall live, and fhall caufe fuch medicines,
food, and other neccffaries, as fuch qualified practitioner fhali from time to time rea-
fonably order or direét, to be duly adminiflered to fuch Slave, under the penalty of
five pounds. . ‘ . .

28th. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That every medical
man fo qualified as aforefaid, or a proper white affiftant, fhall attend each eflate to the
-care of which he fhall be appointed, at leaft two days in every week, whether thereto
efpecially called or not, urlefs he has notice in writing from the Proprietor or Di-
rector of fuch eftate, that his pre‘ence is not required; and fuch medical man or
white affiftant as aforefaid, fhall further attend at all times when efpecially called
upon fo to do, by the Proprietor or Dire€tor of the Slave refpettively; and if any
medical man fhall offend againft this Claufe, he fhall forfeit the fum of five pounds.

2gth And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid prac-
~ titioner orhis affiftant fhall attend, within eight hours.after the call has come to his
or their knowledge, under the penalty of ten pounds.

goth. And be it further Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Qwner or .
Director of Slaves fhall have, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, on thé.
-eftare or place where the Slaves ufually refide, a commodious hofpital -or fick houfe,
furnithed with proper conveniences for.the fick, anda fufficient number of attend-
ants, and fhall, under the penalty"of twenty ‘fhillings, either in his own perfon or by
fome white perfon under his dire€tion, attend as often as may be requifite at the:
hofpital or fick houfe, to fee. that the fick are furnithed with the medicines that may
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‘be ordered for them by the faid practitioner or his affiftant, in the manner fo or-
dered, and alfo with fuch diet as the faid practitioner or his affiftant fhall reafonably

.direé&t to be given.
gift. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That a book or regifter

“fhall be provided and kept ‘on every fuch eftate by the Owner or Director, under
the penalty of forty fhillings, in which the practitioner or affiflant fhall, alfo under
‘the penalty of forty -fhiilings, write in Englith language, oppofite to the name of
each Slave fo being fick, his directions as to the time or times of adminiftering the
-medicines he intends to prefcribe, ftating the form in which they are to be fent,
-whether in pills, powder, or mixture, or in whatfoever other form, and alfo as to
the diet to be provided for the Slave; and at the end of the fame directions, he

" fhall write his prefcriptions in the form ufually followed by medical practitioners.
gad. And be it further Ena¢ted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever any

‘Owner or Dire&tor of any Slaves fhall have occafion to fend a fpecial call to the
practitioner, who fhall have the care of the Slaves-under ‘his direction, he fhall fend
the fame in writing in the faid book or regifter, ftating the time of the day or night
-when he fends for the fame, to the beft of his-knawledge, and the naine, age, fex,

"and bodily appearance of the Slave or Slaves on whofe account fuch call is made,
‘together with the moft material or urgent fymptoms which fuch Slave exhibits, and
any other cireumftances that he may think will affift the faid practitioner in forming
a judgment of the.cafe, and may enable him to carry with him fuch medicine as
he may from fuch ftatement judge to be proper, if he can.go immediately to vific the
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faid Slave, or to fend. fuch medicines or direétions as may .be of ufe until he can -

-vifit him, ‘or caufe him or her.to be vifited by his affiftant or fome other practitioner,
if he has fuch other urgent medical bufinefs to attend as to prevent his vifiting the
aid Slave immediately ;.and that the faid practitioner, his affiftant, or fome other free
perfon, who may be kept to make up and difpenfe medicines for him, fall infert in
-the fame book or regifter, immediately after the ftatement hereinbefore directed to.
-be made by the Owner or Direétor of the Slave, the time, as nearly as he can, when
the faid call fhall arrive at the dwelling or other houfe of the faid practitioner as
aforefaid, under the penalty of forty fhillings.

33d. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That every practitioner
‘fhall keep, under the penalty of five pounds, on every eftate under his refpective
care, a fmall quantity of fuch medicines as may with fafety be left in the hands of a
perfon unfkilled in the fcience of medicine, to be at hand in cafe of fudden emer-
gency, with fuch dire¢tions as to their ufe as he may judge fufficient for the information
of the Owner or Direétor of the Slaves, which directions ought to be inferted in the
-firft page of every new book or regifter fo to be provided and kept as aforefaid,
under the penalty offorty fhillings.

34th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Proprietor
of an eftate thall employ fome medical gentleman, properly qualified, by the year,
provided the Proprietor of the iaid eftate is not a medical man himfclf, and provided
‘fuch medical affiftance can be procured upon reafonable terms, under the penalty of
.ten fhillings for every Slave upon fuch eftate.

35th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That, upon the firft
-day of January in every year, or at the firft meeting of the Council and Affembly
of the Ifland wherein the eftate hereafter mentioned may be fituated, the Owner or
DireGtor of every Plantation within the Leeward Iflands; fhall, under the penalty of
one hundred pounds, return upon oath before the Council and Affembly of the faid
Iflands, ajuft and true account of all births and deaths of the Slaves on fuch Plan-
tation, and alfo of the manner in which, to the beft of his opinion and judgment,
the faid Slaves have been attended and provided for when fick fcr the preceding
year, or during fuch time as he hath had the poffeffion or management of: fucis
:Plantation; and if any Proprietor, Manager, or Direétor, fhall quit a Plantation
where he has refided any time, between the firft of January in one year, and the firft
of January in.the enfuing year, fuch Proprietor, Manager, or Director fhall, within
ten days after he. has fo quitted fuch Plantation, make out fuch return, a3 before

directed, up ta the.time when he dees. fo remove, under the penalty laft aforefaid.
36th. And
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36th. And be it further Enafled by the Authority aforefaid, That the doer or
Chrifopher’s fyrseon of every Plantation fhall, on the firtt day of January in every year, or at

the firlt meeting ofthe Council and Affembly of the [Mand whercia fuch eflates
fhall be firuated, return as aforefaid, upon oath, an account of the Slaves who have
died upon fuch Plantation in the preceding year, or during fuch time as he hath had
the care of fuch Slaves, with the real caufes of fuch deaths, to the bef of his know-
ledge, judgmenr, and belief, and alfo of the manner in which, to the beft of his
knowledge and belief, the invalid and fick Slaves have been treated and attended
to, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every fuch offence againft this
Claufe.

37th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Owner or
Dire€tor of any female Slave within the Leeward Iflands, who fhall be five months
gone with child, fhall keep and detain fuch female Slave upon the eftate to which
fhe belongs, at all times when the other Slaves are at work, but not employ her
otherwife than in taking care of the children on the eftate, or other light work; and
fach-Owner or Dire€tor fhall upon no account fuffer fuch female Slave to quit the
faid eftate at the times the other Slaves are at work and employed thereon; nor
fhall any fuch female Slave be punifhed in any other manner than by confinement;
and if any Owner or Direétor as aforefaid, fhall offend agaisft this Claufe in any
refpect, he (hall forfeit for the fame the fum of five pounds ,

38th. And be it further Enagted by the Authority aforefaid, That wheneveraNegro
woman Slave fhall be pregnant with her firft- child, every Owner or Dire&tor of
every fuch Negro woman Slave, fhall ereét and build for her. a roomy and com-
modious Negro houfe of two rooms; provided fhe has no fuch houfe, and fuch Pro-
prietor fhall not chufe to compel her to lay in in the ward or hofpital for lying-in

* women hereafter mentioned, under the penalty of twenty pounds.
39th. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That where the num-

ber of female Slaves in any of the Leeward Iflands, in which a cargo of Slaves
fhall be imported, fhall not exceed the number of males, the fum of ten fhillings
fhall -be paid for every male fo imported; and alfo that the fum of fifty pounds
fhall be paid for every aged and infirm Negro Slave imported into any of the Lee-
ward }flands in any cargo, after the expiration of two years from the publication of
ithis AG. .

4oth. And it is hereby further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That every
penalty and forfeiture impofed by this AG, not otherwife recoverable, fhall be re-
covered by warrant under the hands and feals of any two or more Jultices of the
Peace, directed to the Provoft Marfhall or his lawful Deputy, who is hereby autho-
rized to levy the fame on the goods and chattels of every perfon or perfons offend-
ing againft this Aé, and who fhall be conviéted thereof before fuch Juttices, and
fhall bring the fame to fale within ten days after fuch levy; and for the want of fuch
goods and chattels, fuch offender hall be committed to the common gaol of the
Ifland where fuch offence fhall be committed, for any time not exceeding fix months
nor lefs than five days, at the difcretion of fuch Juttices; and all fuch penalties and
forfeitures fhall go and belong to perfons informing againft fuch offender: Provided
neverthelefs, that every perfon fo convicted may appeal to the next Superior Court
of Criminal Jurifdiction, if he conceives himfelf agerieved,

4ift. And whereas many perfons have often been prevented from fupptying their
Slaves with fufficient food and clothing, by the encumbered ftate of their property,
their Plantations and Slaves being fome time charged with mortgages or other in-
cumbrances to fo great an amount, as upona levy and fale thereof to leave no fure
plus or fund for the fatisfaction of debts due for provifions or clothing furnifhed for
theneceffary fubfiftence of their Slaves, and merchants have therefore been dif.
couraged from felling provifions or clothing to perfons in doubtful or embarraffed
circumftances, to the very great diftrefs and danger of the Slaves, and alfo to the
mznifelt prejudice of mortgagees or other creditors whofe fecurities may cither
wholly, or in a very great meafure, depend upon the lives or good condition of fuch
Slaves; Be it therefore alfo enacted and ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That
all debts which, from and aft:r the publication of this AG, fhall be contraéted by

the



xhe Proprietor or Poffeffor. ef any piece or parcel of land cultivated and carried on

as a fugar, cotton, or coffee Plantation, by any Proprietor or Poffeffor of Slaves, not

‘Jefe than twenty in number generally employed as a tafk gang, or by the lawful

attorney or agent-of fuch Proprietor or Poffeffor, for any {pecies of provifions or

clothing hereinbefore mentioned and directed to be provided for Slaves, thall be

deemed and confidered as fpecific or prior liens, or incumbrances, upon all and every

Slave and Slaves belonging to fuch Plantation or tafk gang, as far as the eftate or

iotereft-of the Proprietor or Pofleffor of fuch Slave doth or can extend, to pay and

fatisfy the fame and that all and every fuch debt or debts fhall be paid and fatif-

fied in preference to any other debt or incumbrance whatfoever, although exifting

before the pafling of this AQ, except debts now due or hereafter to become due to

‘His Majefty, His Heirs or Succeffors; provided fuch provifons or clothingfhall

have been actually fold and delivered within the {pace or term of twelve calendar

months next before the commencement of any action or fuit for recovering or en-

forcing payment for the farne, and that fuch action or fuit be commenced, proceeded

upon, tried, and determined, in the manner and form hereinafter mentioned.

42d. And, in order to prevent perfons in diftreffed and embarraffed circumftances,

from fraudulently difpefing of or otherwit mifapplying any Negro provifions or

clothing, which they have procured in conlequence of this A, to the prejudice of

their former or other creditors, and that fuch frauds may the more eafily be de-

tected and punifhed; Be it alfo Enaéted and Crdained by the Authority aforefaid,

That whenever any Negro provifions or clothing fhall be fold, and the perfon or

perions felling che fame is or are defirous that the Slaves of the perfon or perfons,

to wnom or for whofe ufe fach provifions or clothing are fold and delivered, fhould

be fpecifically bound for the payment of the Monies due or owing for the fame,

a memorandum in writing of fuch fale and delivery fhall, upon the fame day, be

made and entered in a book to be kept for that particular purpote, and fuch

‘memorandum or entry fhall be figned by the perfon or perfons to whom or for

whofe ufe the faid provifions or cloching were fold and delivered, or by his, her,

or their lawful attorney or attornies, or known agent or white fervant; and if

the perfon or perfons to whom or for whofe ufe fuch provifion or clothing have

been fo fold and delivered, or his, her, or their attorney, or known azent or fervant,

fhall fell, give away, or exchange the faid provifions or clothing, or any part or

or parcel thereof, then and in fuch cafe the perfon or perfons fo offending, thall

for every fuch offence forfeit and pay the fum of five hundred pounds; and if

fuch fine fhall not be paid during the Sitting or Seffion of the Court before whom

the faid offence fhall be profecuted, fuch offender or offenders fhall fuffer one

year’s imprifonment, without bail or mainprize, in lieu, of the faid fine.

43d. And be it alfo Enacted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, Thac.

whenever any complaint or information, in writing, of or concerning the felling,

giving away, or exchanging any Negro provifions or clothing, contrary to the true

intent and meaning of this Act, fhall be made or exhibited to any Juftice of the.

Peace, it fhall and may be lawful to and for fuch Juftice, and he is hereby re-

quired to order and direét any perfon or perfons having in his, her, or their cuftoay,

poffeffion, or power, any book or books wherein any memorandum or acknow-

ledgmenr, in writing, of the fale and delivery of any Negro provifions or cloth-

ing fhall be made or entered in purfuance. of this Aét, to produce before him

fach book or books, and alfo to examine upon oath fuch perfon or perfons, or any

other perfon or perfons whom he in his difcretion fhall think proper, touching

the faid book or books, or the entries made or contained therein, fo far as the

w..
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fame fhall appear to be neceffary or material for the proof or fupport of the faid —

complaint or information, and alfo to require and take from the perfon or perfons

having in his, her, or their cuftody, poffeflion, or powe!s fuch book or books,

a recognizance in and for the fum of five hundred pourids current gold or filver

money, conditioned for the appearance of fuch perfon or perfons at the Court

wherein fuch complaint or information is intended to be further profecuted, and

for his, her, or their producing before the Grand Jury and Petit Jury of the

faid Court, fuch book or books, or writings, as in the faid recognizance fhall be.

119.
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particularly mentioned and fpecified, and for his, her, ortheir duly attending te
give evidence or teftimony at or upon the trial ofany indictment or information which
‘hall be preferred or profecuted for the felling, giving away, or exchanging any
‘Negro provifions or clothing, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this
A&, or to the like purport or effect; and if fuch perfon or perfons fhall refufe to

"produce fuch book or books, or to be examined touching the fame as aforefaid, or
to enter into a recognizance to the purport or effeét aforefaid, he, dhe, or they
fhall, by warrant-under the hand and feal of fuch Juftice, be committed to the com:
‘mon gaol, there to remain, without bail or mainprize, until he, fhe, or they fhall
fubmit to produce fuch book or books, and be examined touching the fame, and
to enter into fuch recognizance as aforefaid. .

44th. And be it alfo Ena@ted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That if
‘upon the trial of any indiétmenc or information which may be profecuted for the
faid offence, it fhall appear to the Court and Jury before whom fuch indiétment or
‘information fhall be tried, that, within the {pace of three calendar months next be-
fore the commiffion of the fa& charged in fuch indictment or information, any
‘Negro provifions or clothing have been fold and delivered in purfuance of thisAt, for the ufe of the Slaves belonging to the Plantation or tak gang in the pof-
feffion, or under the care or dire@tion of the defendant or defendants to fuch indict.‘ment or information, and that a memorandum or entry of fuch fale and delivery in
‘manner and form hereinbefore mentioned, hath been duly made, and the faid de-fendant or defendants thall not be able to prove that the Negro provifions andclothing, for the fale, gift, or exchange whereof the faid indictment or information
is profecuted, were not purchated and delivered in purfuance of this Aé, birt uponthe credic of the perfon or perfons to whom and for whofe ufe the fame were foldand delivered, fuch omiffion or want of proof by or en the part of fuch defendant-or defendants, fhall be deemed and taken as fufficient evidence or proof to the GrandJury and Petit Jury that’ fuch Negro provifions or clothing have been fold, given‘away, or exchanged, contrary to the intention of this Act.

45th. And be it alfo Enaéted and Ordained by the Authority aforefa'd, That when-any action or fuit hall be commenced and profecuted for the payment or recovery ofany monies due or owing for Negro provifions or clothing, and it is intended ‘that,fuch action or fuit fhall operate or take effe@ as a’ prior charge or lien upon theSlaves of the defendant or defendants to fuch action or fuit, or of his, her, or theirteftator or teftatrix, or inteftate, under or by virtue of this AG, the declaration or‘counts in fuch action or fuit fhall not mention or contain aay article, confideration, orcaufe of action whatfoever, other than the fale and delivery of fuch provifions orclothing; nor fhall theJury, upon the trial of fich aétion or fuit, find or aff-fs anyother or greater damages by way of intereft or otherwife, than the amount or value .of the provifions or clothing a@ually fold and delivered to fuch defendant or-defendants, or his, her, or their teftator, teftatrix, or inteftace, within the faid terra-of twelve calender months next before the commencement of fuch action or fuit ;nor fhall any damages whatfoever be found or affeffed in fuch action or fuir, onlefs aparticular account of the feveral quantities of the {aid provifionsor clothing, and theprice or prices at or for which the fame were actually fold and delivered, be. pro-duced and proved in open Courr; and itbe alfo proved, that a memorandum or ac-knowledgment, in writing, of the fale and delivery offuch provifions or clothing was_ Guly made and entered in the manner and form hereinbefore mentioned ‘and re-quired; nor fhall any other admiffion, acknowledgment, or confeffion of the desfendant or defendants in fuch ation or {uit, or of any other perfon or perfons on his,her, or their pare or behalf, be received or admitted as proof of the fale or delivery-of fuch provifions or clothing, or any part thereof; any law, ufage, or cuftom to thecontrary notwithftanding, =
46th. And be it alfo Enaéted and Ordained by the Authorityaforefaid, That imme-diately after the verdi& of the Jury thall be given in fuch ation or fuit, the fecretaryor clerk of the Court thall add to the entry of fuch verdié the following words, viz.** according to the form and effeé of the A& ofthe General Council and GeneralAffembly of theLeewardCharibbee IMands,” and the fame words fhall alfa be mentioned

in
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jn the entry of any jndgment which fhall be obtained: upon fuch verdict, and in any

‘writ of execution iffued uponfuch judgment, and alfo in the entry or notice of fuch Chri

execution, in the books of the Provoft Marfhal, Deputy Provoft Marthal, or other

perfon to whom the faid writ of execution fhall be delivered.

* g7th. And be it alfo Enacted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That all

Slaves belonging to the perfon or perfons to whom or for whofe ufe fuch provifions

or clothing were fold and delivered, fhail be bound and be liable for the payment or

fatisfaction of any writ of execution which fhall be iffued upon anyjudgment obtained

in fuch ation or fuir, in the manner and form hereinbefore mentioned, provided fuch

‘judgment fhall be obtained within the fpace or term of nine calendar months next after

the commencement of fuch action or fuit; and that when any writ or writs of exe-

cution have been already iffued againft the defendant or defendants in fuch action or

fuit, or his or their ancettor, teftator, or inteftate, the plaintiff or plaintiffs in fuch

action or fuit, or fome other perfon or perfons on his, ber, or their behalf, fhall make .

oath before any Judge or Juflice of the Court wherein fuch a@tion or fuit thall be

commenced, of the monies which, according to the beft of his, her, or their knowledge

and belieS, are really and bond fide due or owing unto fuch plaintiff or plaintiffs, and

deliver a true copy of fuch affidavit or depofition, after the fame hath been filed in the

proper office, unto the Provoft Marfhal, or ether officer whofe duty it may be to

levy the faid writ or writs of execution, together with a notice in writing, figned by

fuch plaintiff or plaintifis, or his, her, or their counfel or attorney, requiring thefaid

Provoft Marfhal, ‘Deputy Provott Marthal, or other officer, if any monies thould be

received by him under or by virtue of the faid writ or writs of execution, to keep and

retain fo much of the faid monies as will be fuificient to fatisfy any judgment which

may thereafter be obtained in fuch aGion or fuit.

48th.And be it alfo Enacted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, Thatall judg-

ments recovered againt any executors or adminiftrators for monies due or owing for

Negro provifions and clothing, fold and delivered co their ceftacor or inteftate, .in

purfuance of this Aét, fhall be paid and fatisfied in preference to anyother judg-

ment, incumbrance, or debt whatfoever, other than debts due to His Majefty, His

Heirs or Succeffors; provided that an aftion or fuit for the recovery of the faid

monies fo due and owing for Negro provifions and clothing, be commenced within

‘one calendar month next after the will of the perfon to wiom or for whofe ufe the

faid provifions or clothing were fold and delivered, hath been proved and recorded,

or letters of adminiftration of the goods and chattels, rights and credics, of the perfon

to whom or for whofe ule fuch provifions or clothing were fold and delivered, hath

been obtained, and that fuch fuit be profecuted tojudgment with effect, and wichout

any improper or unneceffary delay whatfoever.

4gth. And-be it alfo Enadled and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid,That ifany

doubt or difficulty fhall, arife upon the -conftrudion of any fe€tion, claufe, or

fentence, contained in this Act, fuch fection, claufe, or ientence, fhall always be

favourably conftrued, in fuch manner and form as will beft tend to promote and

fecure the protection and comfort of Slaves, according to the true intent and meaning

-of this At.
goth. And be it alfo Enatted and Ordained by the Authorityaforefaid, That if any

ation, fuit, or profecution, fhall be commenced or profecuted againft any Juttice or

Juftices, or any other perfon or perions, for any matter or thing done or performed

under or by virtue of this Act, it thall and may be lawful to and for the defendant or

defendants in fuch action, fuit, er profecution, to plead the general iffue, and to give

this Aét and the fpecial matter in evidence and if the plaintiff or plaintiffs, pro-

feeutor or profecutors in fuch action, fuit, or profecution, fhall be nonfuited, or dif

continue fuch action, fuit, er profecution, ot judgment fhall be given againft fuch

plaintiff or plaintiffs, or profecurer or profecutors, upon verdict, demurrer, or other-

wife, fuch plaintiff or plaintiffs, or profecutor or profecutors, fhall pay to fuch de-

fendant or defendants treble cofts of fuit, for which fuch defendant or defendants

- fhall have the like remedy as any other defendant or defendants have or may have

in other actions or fuits. sift. And
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‘Be -eyft. And beit alfo Enatted and Ordainedby thé Authority aforefaid,That-nothing

@Chriflophet’# p -inbefore contained fhall extend or be conftruedto extend to prevent or hinder

_ the Legifature ‘of any [Mand or Iflands within the government of the Leeward

‘Charibbee Iflands, from making and paffing any law or laws which may be thought

neceffary or proper for the betrer fubfiftence or protection of the Slaves in fuch

Ifland, or for explaining or amending any of the -claufes or fentences in this A@

hereinbefore mentioned and contained; fo as. fuch law or laws do not contain any

claufe, matter, or thing, which fhall ia any degree Icffen or reftrain any protection,

privilege, or indulgence, provided or granted to Slaves by this Act, according to

the true intent and meaning thereof.

gad. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Penalties here-

by impofed, and not hereinbefore provided for, fhall be recoverable by indi€tment

or information in any ofHis Majefty’s Courts of Record, within anyof the faid

Iflands where fuch penalties may be incérred; and that fuch penailcies, when fo

recovered, fhall be paid into the public treafury of the faid Ifland, to be appro-

priated for the public ufes thereof: Provided always, and it is hereby exprefsly de-

clared, that this Aé fhall not be in force, or have any effect or operation whatfo-

_ever, until approved and confirmed by His Majefty, and fuch approbation and con-

firmation fhall have been duly fignified and publifhed.

Dated in St. Chriftopher, this 21ft day of April, in the 38th year

of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the

grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King,

Defender of the Faith and fo forth, and in the year of our

Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight.

‘Read and paffed the General Affembly, Read and paffed the General Council,

this 16th day of April 1798. this 2oth day of April, 1798.
(Signed —~ Jat Ward, {Signed) | E. Moore,

Clerk ofGen’ Affembly. Clerk of the General Council.

(Signed) 0. YY. Ap,
Speaker.

(3.)—In Prefident Thomfon’s of 4th May 1798.

Proceedings of the General Council, St. Chriftopher’s, March and April 1768.

JOURNAL ofthe GENERAL COUNCIL, Thurfday

March 1, 1798.

SAINT CHRISTOPHER. .
At a Meeting of the General Council of the Leeward

Ifands, held at the Council Chamber, in the town

of Baffeterre, in the faid Ifland, on Thurfday the 1ft day
of March 1798.

Prefent
The Honourable Robert Thomfon, Efquire, Commander in Chief, &c. 8c. &c.

Honourabie Richard Iles, Efq. Prefidenc. ,
Andrew Hamilton,
Thomas J. Cottle,
William Woodley,
‘Sir Patrick Blake, Bart.
James Aihill,
John Taylor,
Edward B. Wyke, efquires.

HIS Honour the Commander in Chief having appointed Eumenes Moore,
efquire, the Deputy Secretary of Saint Chriftopher, the Clerk of the General

. Council,
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Council; and Thomas Berkeley, efquire, the ating Marfhal thereof, they refpec-

tively took the ufual oaths of Government and fubfcribed the teft.

The feveral mandamuffes for the iflands of Nevis, St. Chriftopher, Antigua,

and Montferrat, under the hand and feal of his Honour the Commander in Chief,

appointing the above Gentlemen members of the General Council, were then read’
by the Clerk, and by the direction ot his Honour, they feverally took the ufual

oaths of Government, fubfcribed the teft, and took their feats at the Board accord-"

ingly. . oo

Orhe honourable Richard Tles, being by writ of mandamus under the royal’

fignature the fenior Councellor, was thereupon, by his Honour the Commander’

in Chief’s dire€tion, called to the Chair, and took his feat as Prefident of the Board

accordingly. .

- The feveral Writs of election were then read, with therefpective Returns thereon

made, whereby it appeared that the following Gentlemen were duly elected to ferve

as Reprefentatives in the General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands:

‘William Higgins, George Webbe, Sen. Sholto Archbald, James Huggins,

William Laurence, efquires; for the ifland of Nevis. .

William A. Mardenbrough, Milward Crooke, John Whitehall, Richard

Julius, Clement Caines, efquires; for Saint Chriftcpber,
John Burke, Henry B. Lightfoot, Maac Field Thibou, Thomas Scotland,

Daniel Hill, jun. efquires ; for Antigua.

John Hugh Allen, Oliver Yeamans Ath, William Daniell, William Furlonge,.

~~ jun. Michael Furlonge, efquires; for Afontferrat. .

-His Honourthe Commander in Chief then directed the Marfhal to defire the.

attendance of the aforegoing Gentlemen of the General Affembly in the Council

Chamber to be fworn; and the Gentlemen attending accordingly, they took the

ufual oaths of Government and fubfcribed the teft. -

His Honour thereupon defired them to withdraw and make choice of a Speaker 5,

and they withdrew accordingly—The Gentlemen of the General Affembly again

repaired to the Council Board, and prefented John Burke, efquire, to his Honour,

the Commander in Chief, whom they declared to have unanimoufly chofen as their

Speaker, and his Honour was pleafed to declare nis approbation thereof. Mr.
Speaker thereupon took the ufual oaths of Government, fubfcribed the teft, and

made the ufual demand of freedom of debate and privileges in the name and on.

the behalf of himfelf and the General Affembly, as is exerciied by the Commons of

Great Britain; and then, together with the Gentlemen of thar Houfe, withdrew.

James Ward, efquire, as Clerk of the General Affembly, and David Kelly,

efquire, as Serjeant at Arms, attended the Board, and, by direction of his Eionour

the Commander in Chief, took the ufual oaths and fubdferibed the teft.

His Honour the Cominander in Chief again’ direfted the Marthal to defire the

attendance of Mr. Speaker, and the Gentlemen of the General Affembly in the

Council Chamber, who attending accordingly, his Honour was thereupon pleafed to

make the following Speech to both Houfes+

Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen of the General Council,

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the General Affembly,

IN compliance with the withes and folicitations of the feveral Legiflatures within

this Government, I have called you together to take into your confideration, and

to concert the beft means for carrying into effect, the objects contained in the Refo-

lution of the Houfe of Commons,’ entered into on the 6th day of April laft,

which I have direéted to be laid before you.
- ¥ou will find in that Refolution, Gentlemen, objects ofthe fittt importance to

the Britith Sugar Colonies, which, by the wifdom of Parliament, and His Majefty’s'

moft gracious condefcenfion, are now fabmitted to a body of men, whofe local

knowledge and experience are beft adapted to form fuch wife and falutarymeafures,

as, I have no doubt, will produce the happieft effects.
£19; The
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The increafe of our Negroes *by propagation, ‘rather than by importation, is an
Se.

Chrifopher’s ob}2€-to be withedforby us all, who'know the fuperior value of Creole Negroes
to thofe-imported from Africa; and furely to every humanemind it mutt pravea

fubje& of the moftpleafing contemplation, to-behold his Gang thriving and in~
creafing under his foftering hand. I am therefore perfuaded, you will devote your
attention to the removal of every’kind of impediment, that may appear to you te
ftand.in the way-of accomplifhing fo defirable an obje&. ;
~Themoral ‘and religious improvement of our Negroes, by introducing more

-order and regularity into our Gangs, you mutt be fenfible will, among other good
_and advantageous purpofes, contribute to the-increafe of the fpecies; for it muit be
eobfervable by all, that a failure in this-refpect is not fo much owing to oppreffive
Jabour, as to the licentious manners and habits of the Slaves.

If the Legiflature of the Parent State have wifely abandoned the idea of a
-forced and abrupt abolition of the Slave Trade, and with to fee whether it can be
gradually accomplifhed by natural means, let -us, on our part, do every thing in
-our power to try the experiment fairly.

Ic is-with the greateft pleafure and fatisfaction that I “have obferved, during forty
years refidence .in this country, a gradual improvement and melioratien in thecon-
dition of the Slaves, and feveral laws paffed in the different Iflands to protect them
from cruelty and oppreffion. I am fully perfuaded, it-will be your inclination to ex-
tend chefe bleffings to that race of people, as far as you fhall deem them confiftent
-with that fubordination which has of late, more than ever, been evinced to be fo
-effential to the prefervation of peace and good order in fociety.

I amfure I thall- meet your wifhes, Gentlemen, in recommending to you a revifion
-of all the lawswhich have been paffed, and are now in force, in the different iflands
of this Government, relative to the Slaves; adopting all the wholefome regulations,
and rejecting thofe which oncertain exigencies might have been deemed proper, but
‘from a change of times and circumftances are no longer neceflary, and may appear
‘to you harfh and oppreffive; and form an entire new code, anfwerable to all the be.
neficial purpofes of our fyftem of Slavery, in which, no doubt, among other things,
the food and clothing ofthe Negroes will appear to you to be objects highly worthy of
attention.

Among other matters of public concern to thefe Hlands, the ftate ofthe coinage
is one that requires your ferious confideration, The depreciation of the gold coin,
in particular, has got to that excefs, as threatens to be very deftructive to commerce,
and.cails aloud for regulation.
The alarming progrefs which the moft loathfome of all difeafes, the leprofy, has

made in thefe Ifands, demands your interference ; and I fubmit to you, Gentlemen,
whether a feparation of that miferable and unhappy clafs of people, from the found
and healthy part of the community, and tending them to fome proper place, where
they may be fupported at the joint and proportionate expence of all the [flands with-
in this Government, will not prove the moft effeétual check to that increafing
-evil?

1 will only now add, that the fubjects which I have laid before you are of deep
_and difficult confideration, and ‘therefore merit all that calmnefs and temper in your
deliberations and difcuflions which are fo neceffary to the elucidationoftruth, and
carrying conviction -to the mind; and befides theft, I fhall moft heartily and cheer-
fully co-operate with you in every thing elfe, tending to promete the general utility
and welfare of the Leeward Iflands.

In all-your proceedings, Gentlemen, I hope te fee unanimity prevail, and wifdom.
amark your pregrefs.
A Copy whereof having been delivered to Mr. Prefident of the General Council,

with a Copy of the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons mentioned in.his Honour’s
Speech, and Copies thereof unto Mr. Speaker of the General Affembly, the latter
then withdrew. ;

‘His Honour the-Commander in Chief here retired from the Board. 7
Ordered, Upon motion made and feconded, That his Honour’s fpeech be now

ead at the Board, and the fame having been read accordingly, the hoaourable Mn.
a . Achill,
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Athill, the ‘honourable Sir Patrick Blake, and the honourable Mr. Wyke, were,
‘upon motion made atid feconded, named by Mr. Prefiderit asa Committee of this
‘Board, to draw up an Addrefs, in an{wer to the Speech delivered this dayby his
Honour to both Houfes. |

Ordered, ‘Upon motion made and feconded, That the honourable Mr.Woodley,
-the honourable Mr. Hamilton, and the honourable Mr. Cottle, be a Committee to
draw up Rules and Orders to be adopted by the General Council for the regula-
-tion of its proceedings.

‘Ordered, Upon motion made andfeconded, That this Board do enter into the
following Refolution: —

‘Refolved, That a Meffage be fent to the Houfe ofGeneral Affembly, to requeft
that Houfe will appoint a Committee to join a Committee of this Board, to fettle the
-mode of adjournment to be adopted; and the following Meffage was fent accord-
-ingly's ‘
_° Y ‘His Honourthe Prefident.and-General Council, to the Gentlemen

Lo of the General Affembly,
Gentlemen,

THIS Board requeft- yourHoufe will appoint a‘Committee to join the one named
-by the Board,to feitle the mode of adjournment to be adopted ; and the Board has:
nominated ‘the honourable Mr. Athill and the ‘honourable Mr. Taylor as its Com-
smittee for that purpofe.

‘Signed, by command,
E. Moore,

Clerk of General Council.
‘Council Chamber, 1ft March 1798,

‘The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Préfident and General Council. .

THIS Hoofe concur with your Board in the appointment ofa Committee, to fettle’
‘the mode of adjournment to be adopted’; and has appointed Mr. Julius, Mr. Crooke,
‘Mr. Ath, Mr. William Furlonge, and Mr. Huggins, as aCommittee of this Houfe,
‘to join the Members nominated by your Board.

Affembly Room, rt March 1798. , Jobn Burke, Speaker.

The Gentlemen from both ‘Houfes, appointed as 2 Committee to fettle the mode
of adjournment to be adopted, then repaired to the Committee’Chamber; and after
forme time fpent therein, the Committee of the Board returned, and reported that
thejoint‘Committee had agreed to the following Report, which was then laid before
the Board and read:

“ The Committee appointed by the Honourable Board of General Council and
the Honourable Houfe of General Affembly, beg leave to fubmit the following
Report;
© That it is expedient for the perfect accomplifhment of the bufinefs for which

‘the General Council and -Affembly are convened, to preferve the two Houfes, as much
as poffible, from the interruption of each other.
« That a mutual adjournment will be attended with an interference which cannot

-anfwer even a formal end; but might-compel the attendance of both Houfes, when
there exifts a neceffityforone only. .

“ That each Houfe shall have.a power of ‘adjournment independently from day
to day; but in cafe of an adjournment for any further time, then the fame thall be
fubmitted to the difcretion of his Honour the Commander in Chief. sy

** That the meeting each day thall be at twelve of the clock; but it is the opi-
nion of the Committee, that Saturday fhall be a day of recefs,

Fames Arbill,
Fobn Taylor,

Rd, Fulius
Milward ‘Crooke,
O. Y. Ap,
James Huggins,
Win. Furlonge.

aft March 1798,

H.
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Ordered, Upon motion made andfeconded,- That this Board do approve of the
_ Ghridopher’s Report of its Committee, and that a Meffage be fent to the General Affembly, de-

firing the concurrence of that Houfe thereto—the following Meffage was fent accord-

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the Gentlemen
ofthe General Affembly.

‘Gentlemen,
THE Report herewith fent, has been laid before this Board by its Committee,

and approved; and if your Houfe concur therein, his Honour the Prefident will
fend a Copy thereof to.his Honour the Commander in Chief, for his approbation.

Signed, by command,
E. Moore,

Clerk of General Council.
Council Chamber, 1ft March 1798.

The Committee of this Board, appointed to draw up Rules and Orders as to the
‘mode of its Proceedings, laid before the Board the following Report, which, after
having been read, was, upon motion made and feconded, approved, and ordered to
-be entered upon the Minutes.

The Committee, appointed to draw up Rules and Orders to be adopted for the-
Regulation of the Proceedings of the General Council, fubmic the following Rules
and Orders to the confideration of the Board of General Council:

1. That the hour of meeting of the Board hail be at twelve o’clock at noon.
2. That the Board will continue to fic till five o’clock in the afternoon, unlefs pres

vioufly adjourned. .
3. That a Member fhall not quit the Board without permiffion from the Com-

mander.in Chief or Prefident.
4. That Members fhali carry down Meffages to the Houfe of Affembly in rota~

tion. 7
* 5. That every Member fhall rife from his feat, on a Meffage being announced.
from the Affemoly.

6. That every Member shall rife from his feat when he delivers his fentiments to
the Board.

7. That no Member fhall interrupt another Member whilft he is fpeaking, or by
any means interrupt the bufinefs of the Board.

8. That if two Members rife at the fame inftant to fpeak, the Prefident fhall de-
termine which fhall be heard firit.

g. That a Member fhall not be permitted to fpeak twice upon the fame fubjett,
unlefs for the purpofe of explaining what he may have previoufly faid, except in a
Committee of the whole Board. ,

10. That a Member fhalt not be permitted to ftart any fubjeét foreign to the point
in debate.

t1. That no fubje& touching the prerogative ef the Commander in Chief, or
the privileges of this Board, fhall be agitated in his prefence.

42. That no fubjeét touching the application of money, or with which the power
of the Commander in Chief is the leaft connected, {hall be agitated in his prefence. ~

13. That every motion made by the Members of this Board fhall be pur. in
writing.

Adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o'clock, then to meet the General Affembly.

Ly command,
E. Moore,

. Clerk of General Council.
Council Chamber, 1ft March 1798.

ST.
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st. CHRISTOPHER. Ata Meeting of the General Council of the Leeward
Iflands, held at the Council Chamber in the Town of Chriftopher’s
Baffeterre, in the faid Ifland, on Friday the 2d Day of
March 1798.

Prefent,
‘The honourable Robert Thomfon, efquire, Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c.

. onourable Richard Iles, efquire, Prefident.
Andrew Hamilton,
Thomas J. Cottle,
William Woodley,
Sir Patrick Blake, bart.
James Achill,
John Taylor,
Edward B. Wyke, cfquires.

THEE honourable Mr. Prefident dire@ted the Minutesof -the lait Meeting of the

General Council to be read ; and the fame were read by the Clerk accordingly.

The honourable Mr. Athill, from the Committee appointed to prepare an Addrefs,

in anfwer to his Honcur the Commander in Chief’s Speech, delivered by him at

the lat Meeting of the Board, reported that the fame was prepared, and laid tt before

the Board.
Ordered, That the Addrefs be read, and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, Upon motion made and f-conded, That this Board do approve ‘of the

Addrefs; and that the Marfhal do wait upon his Honour the Commanderin Chief,

to defire to know his pleafure when and where his Honour would be pleafed to

receive the fame.
The Marthal returned and informed the Board, that his Honour the Commander

in Chief haddireéted ‘him to acquaint the Board, that he fhould immediately repair

to the Board of General Council, and be thea ready to receive its Addrefs. His ©

Honour the Commander in Chief having taken his feat at the Board, the honourable
Mr. Pretident then addreffed his Honour in the following words:

To the honourable Robert Thomfon, efquire, Commander
in Chief for the time being, in and over all His Ma-
jefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands in America, Chan-
cellor, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the fame, &c.

&e. &e.

The Addrefs of the General Council of the Leeward Iflands.

May it pleafe your Honour,
WE his Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjects, the Prefident and Members

of the General Council of the L<-eward Iflands, beg leave to return our fincere and
hearty thanks for your Speech delivered to both Ficufes of Legiflature, now fitting
in General Affembly. ,
We are highly fenfidle of the goodnefs that induced your Honour, in comptiance

with the wifhes and folicitations of the feveral Legiflatures within this Government,

to call us together, to eliberate on the beft means for carrying into effect the ob-

je@s contained in the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, entered into on the

fixth day of April Inf, which you have been pleafed to dire&t to be jaid before us.

We beg leave to aflure you, that we wiil cheerfully enter upon the duties of our

prefent tlation, and give that fcrious attention to the important objects you have fub-
mitted to our confideration, which.they demand.
We hope your Honour will believe, that, in fpite of the various calumnies which

have been for many years patt beaped on His Majefty’s faithful fubjects in the Welt
Indies, we view with the fame pleafure and fatisfaction, which youhave been pleafed
to exprefs, the gradual improvement and melioration in the condition of the Slaves
in the different Iflands of this Government, and the protection afforded to them by

43g. ; _ laws
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laws at once juft and humane; and we look forward with the mot pleafing feafa-
tions to the opportunity we now have of eftablifhing a fyftem, which, by farther im-
proving their condition, by introducing more order and regularity among them, and
by promoting their improvement in morality and religion, as far as may be poffible,
may tend to increafe their propagation, and enable us to diminith the number of
Africans to be hereafter imported: But we conceive that the Weft India iflands
never could have been, nor ever can be, cultivated to effect, without the right, of
which we truft no power will endeavour to deprive us, of obtaining labourers from
Africa; a right under which our anceftors were induced to fettle in thefe Colonies,
which hath been fan&tioned by repeated atts of the Britifh Parliament, and the vio-
Jation of which muft be confidered 2s an act of the greateft oppreffion. _

The depreciation of the gold coin in thefe Tflands muft fill the inhabitants with
the moft ferious apprehenficns for its immediate confequences, and we humbly thank
your Honour for directing our attention to that as well as to the other objects you
have been pleafed to mention; and we affure you, that we will pay every atten-
tion to them, aad to every other fubject that may tend to promote the general utility
and welfare of thefe Colonies.
We defire your Honour will accept our particular thanks for the hearty and cheer-

ful co-operation you have been fo obliging as to offer, in promoting the great and
important objects of the Seffion of General Affembly; and we affure you, Sir, that we
will moft readily devote curfelves to the atiainment of thofe objects, by all the
means of which we are in poffcfiion,

Richard Iles, Prefident:
I. F. Cottle,
Jindrew Hamilton,
Patrick Blake,
E. B. i’yke,
James Athill,
Villiam Woodley,
Feen Taylor.

A verbal Meffage came from the Gentlemen of the General Afiembly to his
Honour the Commander in Chief in General Council, defiring to know if it was
his Honour’s pleafure then and there to receive rhe Addrefs of that Houfe in an-
fwer to his Speech; and his Honour fignifying that he was ready to receive the
fame, Mr. Speaker and the Gentlemen of the General Affembly attended in the
Council Chamber, and Mr. Speaker thereupon addrefied his Honour the Com-
mander in Chief in the following words :

To the Honourable Robert Thompfon, Efquire, Com-
mander in Chief for the time being, in and over all His
Majetty’s Leeward Ciiaribbee IMands in America, Chan-
cellor, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the fame, &c.
—&e. &e.

May it pleafe your Honour,
WE the Members of the General Affembly of the Leeward IMands, beg leave to

-exprefs the grateful fenfe we entertain ofyour att.ntion to the different parts of your’
Government. The objects contained in the Refolution of the Hloufe of Commons of
the 6th of April laft, naturally inyprefied the different Legiflatures with the necef-
fity of mature and fpeedy deliberation, and jour ready compliance with their wifhes
has afforded the moft fatisfaStory refl-Atioa,

Whatever materiaily reiates to fo important a part of the Empire as the Sugar
Colonies, muft become an urgent fubje& of confidicration, and demands the greateft
enesgy and exertions on our part. It is with pride, Sir, we obferve, that in no
inftance has His Majefty’s parental care had been more emphatically manifefted, than
in having confided to thofe, whofe local knowledge and experience render them moft
competent, the enquiry and eftablifhments prepcfed. The
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‘The natural increafe of our Negroes by propagation is an objet to be ardently
defired ; and the Welt India character of humanity, with a very few exceptions, we
tru{t, evinces the propriety of your Honour’s obfervation, that it is a fubject of the
moft pleafing contemplation to the Proprietor to behold his Slaves thriving and in-
creafing under his foftering hand. We thall, however, direct our attention to thofe
obftacles that may appear to impede this end. oO
We fhall alfo attend, Sir, to the tnoral and religious improvement of the Ne-

grces; and we cannot but be fenfible, that undifciplined nature is too prone to thofe
licentious manners and evil habits which your EYonour has forcibly defcribed.
We truft and hope, Sir, that the Legifiature of the Parent State will wifely aban-

don the abolition of a trade fanctioned and encouraged by feveral Acts of Parlia-
ment, and which is clofely interwoven and conncéted with the commercial intereft —
of the Empire at large.

It is a pleafing reflection, Sir, that your Honour’s refidence of forty years in this
country, bears an unerring and ample teftimony of agradual improvement and me-
Hioration in the condition of the Slaves, As it is our inclination, fo it fhall be our

endeavour, to extendevery bleiling toa race of people peculiarly usder our care and
protection, as far as is confiltent with the fubordinaticn which ts eflential to the pre-
ferva:ion of peace and good order, and to the adtual fafety of Elis Majeity’s Wett
India Colonics.
Weare fenfible, Sir, that a revifion of the laws relatine'to the Slaves is indifpen-

fible ; by paying a proper regard to them, we fhall be able to confirm and enlarge
fuch as may be deemed expedient, and to reject thofe which appear oppreffive and
are no longer neceffury.
The fluétuating and unfettled flate of the coin, we confidcr a ferious public con-

cern, and we fhall purfue fuch meafures as may prevent the depreciation thereof in
future.
The alarming proorefs, Sir, which the horrid difcafe of the Jeprofy has made,

calls upon us for our moft ferious attention, and we fhall endeavour co devile

effectual means for the removalofit, and to prevent the further increste of fo great
an evil.
We thall proceed, Sir, with unremitting exertions to the difcharge of the impor

tant duties committed to us, and we return your Honodr our fincere thanks for your

affurance of co-operating with us ia every thing tending to promore the general
utility and welfare of the Leeward Iflands.—
The Speaker, wiih the Gentlemen of the General Afembly, then returned back

to their Houtle.
His Honour the Commander in Chief here withdrew.
Ordered, wpon motion made and feconded, That an application be made by the

honourable Mr. Prefident to his Honour the Commander in Chief, requefting he

wou'd be pleafed to lay before the General Council a copy of his Grace the Duke of
Portland’s Letter, which accompanied the Refolution of the honourable the Houfe
.of Coramons, referred to by his Honour’s fpeech, and any other Papers that can tend

to afiiit the General Council in their enquiries on the fubject matters contained in

his Honour’s tpeech,
The honourable Mr. Prefident informed the Board, that he had made an appli-

cation to his Ffonour the Commander in Chief fer copy of his Grace the Duke of

Portland’s Le:ter and other Papers, and that his Honcur had given the neceffary

direétions to the proper officer to furnifh the Board of General Council with chat

and whatever Papers they might require.
Ordered, upon motion made and fecended, That a Committee be appointed to

infpeét the Laws refpe€ting the Slaves in the different Iflands of this Government, and

to report the fame as fpeedily as poffibie to this Board ; and the honourable Mr.

Wryke, the honourable Mr. Achill, the honourable Mr. Woodley, and the honour

able Mr. Cottle, were named as a Committee for that purpofe.
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JOURNAL of the GENERAL COUNCIL, Monday
‘March , 1798.

Ordered, That the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons,

mentioned in his Elonour the Commaader in Chief’s

Speech, withthe circular Letter accompanying it, be now

read; and the fame were read accordingly in the follow-

ing words:

Extraét ofa Letter from his Grace the Duke of Portland;
dated May 6th, 1797.

(Circular.) (Duplicate.)

Sir, ;

I HAVE received His Majefty’s commands, to tranfinit to you the enclofed Re-

folution of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft, rctpedting the Negroes

in His Majefty’s Plantations in the WeftIndies, and to fignify to you His Royal

Pleafure, that you fhould take the earlieft opportunity of communicating it to the

Councils and Affemblies of the Leeward Iflands, to whofe particular attention and

confideration you will recommend the formationoffach a fytem of meafures, as may

appear to them beft fuited to the attainment of the feveral important objects which

are fpecified in the Refolution, You will not fail to tranfmit to me from time to

time, accounts of the proceedings of the Legiflatures of your Iards, in confequence

of this communication; And I defire you will take care, in your firft difpatches, to

inform me whether any meafures have been already taken by the Legiflztures of

the Ifands, which may tend to promote the purpofes exprefled by the Refolution

of the Houfe of Commons.

Jovis, 6° die Apvilis, 1797.

Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that

His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions to the Governurs of His

Majefty’s Plantations in the Welt Indies, to recommend to the refpective Councils

and Affemblies of the faid Plantations, to adept fuch meafures as fhall appear to

them beft calculated to obviate the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural

increafe of the Negroes already in the Ifands, gradually to diminith the necefiity of

the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead to its complete termination; and particularly

with a view to the fame effect, to employ fuch means as may conduce to the moral

and religious improvement of the Negroes, and fecure to them, throughout all the

Britith Weft India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and active protection of the law5

and at the fame time affuring His Majefty, thac this Houfe will concur in fuch

meéafures as fhall appear requifite to be taken by this Houie, for the aitainment of

the fame object. .

Ordered, Vhat on Monday the sth inftant, this Board do form itfelf into a Com-

mittee of the whole Board, for the purpofe of taking into cosfideration the different

Laws of the feveral Leeward Iflands, and all Documents and Papers relating to the

condition and management of Negroes and other Staves.

A verbal Meflage from the Gentlemen of the General Affembly to his Honour
the Commander in Chief, defiring that his Honour would give diretions to that
Houfe to adjourn themfelves to Monday the sth infant; to which Meffage his

Honour anfwered, by fignifying to the members who brought up the fame, that

Mr. Speaker had his affent to adjourn accordingly.
The honourable Mr. Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the

Commander in Chief's affent to adjourn the General Council, in like manner as had

‘been fignified to the Houfe of Affembly. .
The Board was thereupon adjourned "till Monday the 5th inftant accordingly.

By Command,
E. Meore,

Clerk of General Council.

Council Chamber, 2d March 1798,
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5T. CHRISTOPHER. At a Meeting of the General Council of the Leeward
Iflands, held at the Council Chamber in the Town of
Baffeterre, in the faid Ifland, on Monday the sth Day
of March 1798.

Prefent,
Honourable Richard Ifles, efq. Prefideat.

Andrew Hamilton,
Thomas J. Cottle,
William Woodley,

Sir Patrick Blake, bart.
James Achill,
John Taylor,
Edward B. Wyke, efquires.

HIS Honour the Prefident direéted the Minutes of the laft meeting of the General
Council to be read; and the fame were read by the Clerk accordingly.

His Honour the Prefidene laid before the Board, a Letter from his Honour the
Commander in Chief, which, after having been read, was ordered to be entered upon
the Minutes.

Stapleton’s, March 5, 1798.
Sir,

I HAVE received, and confidered the Refolutions entered into by the joint Com-
mittee of the General Council and General Aflembly, appointed to fettle the mode of
adjournmert to be adopted ; and as they are of opinion, that your having leave to
adjourn the General Council from day to day, will facilitate the progrefs of the im»
portant work they ave abour to enter upon, | thall not hefitate to grant fuch leave;
and when they are defirous of being adjourned for any longer period of time, f£
thall very readily permis it, upoa your application to me for that purpofe.

I have che honour to be,
with very great confileration,

Sir,
Your moft obedient,

humble Servant,
Robt. Thomp/ca.

The Hon. Richard Iles, efq.
Prefidene of the General Council,

The honourouble Mr. Achill, from the Committee appointed to infpect the laws
refpecting the Siaves, &c. laid before the Board the following report, which, after
having been read, was, upon motion made and fecondd, approved.

Your Committee, appointed to revife and report the ftate of the laws in the
different IMands of this Government relating to the Slaves, apprehendirg that much
time muft elapfe tefore they could obtain an accurate ftatemenr of the laws of the
refpeclive Iflands, and having feen a complete Reportofthe Lords of the Privy
Council of Great Britain, printed by authority, to be laid before the Britifh
Parliament, which is now in the poflefion of the honourable Willam Woodley,

one cf your Committee, and finding that Report w contaia a complete ftatement of
all the. cxifting laws of the different Mlands which 1elare to the Slaves, pray leave

to offr the Report itfelf as a part of their Report, and fubmic it to: the. Board,

whether it wiil not be proper to order the fame to lie on its table for the information
of itsMembers.

Your Committee’farther pray leave to report, That there may be fone laws
which have been paffed in the different fands fince the forming the Report now
prefented to the Board; and particularly, thac a law hath lately paffzd in Antigua,
making it felony, wichout the benefit of clergy, to’murder a Slave. Your Commiztee
therefure humbly pray, thas they iuay have leave.to fit again, in order to obrain
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fach information as may enable them to report more fully the regulations that may

havebeen introduced fince the Report of che Privy Council was printed.
‘. F. Cottle,
William Woodley,
_E. B. Wyke,
James Athill.

“Ordered, spon motion made and Teconded, That the votes and proceedings of

‘this Board be publifhed from time to time, by any printer that fhall be duly

‘authorized by his Honour the Prefident of this Board; and thac twelve copies be

furnifhed to his Honour the Commander ia Chief and each Member of the

Board.
O:dered, upon motion made and feconded, That his Honour the Commander in

Chief be requefted to give this Board the neceffary information, whether or not his

Honour has received a circular Letter to the different Governments of thefe Ifiands,

containing obfervations from Sir W. Young, on the proceedings in the Houfe of

-Commons on the Slave Trade; as well as the Report of a Committee.of Planters

and Merchants, upon thefe very important fubjects now for our confideration ; and

fhe has received it, to requeft he will order a.copy of the fame to be laid before

this Board and alfo if he-has not received fuch Letter, to requeft he will -immedi-

ately apply to Mr. Prefident Byam, of Antigua, for a Copy of the letter received

from Sir. W. Young, as well as a copy of the Report of the Committee of Planters

-and Merchants refpecting the Slave Trade.

Ordered upon motion made and feconded, That itis the opinion of this Board,

that the Prefident has an indifputable right to give his vote whenever a queftion is

agitated.
The honourable Mr. Woodley propofed certain Refolutions for the confideration

-of the Board; when after reading’ the fame, a motion was made and feconded, That

the fame do lie on the table, and be taken into confideration to-morrow.

The honourable Mr. Taylor moved the following amendment, and was feconded

by Sir Patrick Blake, That the Refolutions do lie on the table, and be taken into

confideration on Wednefday next; and upon the.queftion being put on the amend-

ment, it was carried in the affirmative.

For the amendment—The honourable Mr. Taylor, the honourable Sir Patrick

Blake, the honourable Mr. Wyke, the honourable Mr. Hamilton, his honour the

' Prefident.
Againft it, and for the original queflion—The honourable Mr. Athill, -the

honourable Mr. Cottle, the honourable Mr. Woodley. oo,

Ordered, upon motion made and feconded, That the Duke of Portland’s Lecter

.of the 6th of May 1797, to his Honour the Commander in Chief, and the Refo-

lution of the Houfe of Commons, be read, and the famewere ‘read accordingly,

pro forma.
Ordered, upon motion made and feconded, That the above Papers, with all the

other Docum-n's relative to the Slaves in thefe iffands, now on the table, be laid

before the Conmittee of the whole Boaid, for coafidering the ftare ard condition

of the S'aves in the Leeward TMlinds. : 7

Ordered, That the order of the day for going into a Commitieeof the whole

Board, on ti. ftate and convition of the Staves in the Leeward iflands be difcharged,.

and tiat the Committee be ordered to fic to-morrow. .

Ordeied ‘upon motion made and feconded, That this Board do adjaurn them-’

felves till to-:norrow the 6th inftant, at 12 0’¢lock. And Me. Prefident declared

that the Buard do ftand adjourned accerdioy!y. OS a

‘By Command,
E. Moore,

. ‘Clerk of General Council.
‘Council Chamber, 5th March 1798.
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“ST, CHRISTOPHER. At aMeeting of the General Council of the Leeward
IMands, held at the Council Chamber in the Town 0
Baffeterre, in the faid Ifand, on Tuefday the 6th
Day of March 1798

Prefent,
‘The honourable Richard Iles, efquire, Prefident.

-Honourable Andrew Hamilton,
Thomas J. Cottle,
William Woodley,
Sir Patrick Blake, bart.
James Athill, ,
Jchn Taylor,
Edward B. Wyke, efquires.

HIS Honour the Prefident directed the Minutes of the laft meeting of the Generat

«Council to be read, and the fame were read by the Clerk accordingly.

His Honour the Prefident laid before the Board a Letter from his Honour the

“Commander in Chief which after having been read, was ord.r-d to be entered upon

-the Journals. ,

Sir,
I have this moment had the honour to receive your letter-of this day’s date,

-enclofing a Refolution of the General Council, requefting that 1 fhould give them
information, whether or not I had received a circular Letter, containing obfervations

from Sir William Young, on the proceedings in the Houfe of Commons on the

‘Slave Trade, as well as the Report of a Committee of Planters and Merchants,

“mpon thefe very important fubjects now under the confideration of the General

Council. . ,

I beg you will inform them, that no fuch Papers have ever come to my hands,

otherwifeI would immediately lay them before them; but I thall,’agreeably to their

-défire, apply to Mr. Byam for them by the firft opportunity that offers for Antigua,

and as foon as I receive them they fhall be fubmitted, without delay, to the Board

‘of Council.
J have the honour to be, Sir,

Your moft obedient,

‘Stapleton’s, March 5, 1798. humble Servant,
The honourable Richard Nes, efq, Rob Thomfon.

Prefident of the General Council.

The-honovurable Sir Patrick Blake propofed certain Refolutions for the confidera~

‘tion of the Board, when, after the fame had been read, Sir Patrick Blake moved,

and was feconded by the honourable Mr. Wyke, that the fame do lie on the table.

The honourable Mr. Athill moved the following amendment, and was feconded by

Mr. Woodley, that the 1ft, 2d, 3d, 4th, 11th and 12th Refolutions, produced by the

honourable Sir Patrick Blake, do lie on the table of this Board for further confide-

ration; and that the sth, 6th, 7th, 8th, gth, and roth, and the Refolutions relpecting

_ the quantity of provifions and valuation of lands; be fubmitted to the Committee of

tthe whole Board for taking inzo confideration the {tate and condition of the Slaves;

.and upon the queftion being put on the amendment, it was carried in the affirma-

tive. : .

For the Amendment—The honourable Mr. Athill, the honourable Mr.Woodley,

the honourable Mr. Hamilton, the honourable Mr. Cortle, his Honour the Prefi-

dent. .

Againtt it—The honourable Sir Patrick Blake, the honourable Mr. Wyke, the

honourable Mr. Taylor. —
Upon motion made and feconded, the order of the day was called for and read,

and the Board thereupon refalved itfIf into a Committee of the whole Board. —
~ ‘ Ordered,
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Se. Ordered, upon motion made and feconded, That thé honourable Mr. Cottle do

Chriltopher’s take the Chair; whereupon his Honour the Prefident quitted the fame, and the ho-
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nourable Mr. Cortle took his feat as Chairman of the Committee of the whole Board

accordingly; and after fome time fpent thercin, his Honour the Prefident refumed

his feat at the Board; when Mr. Chairman reported to the Board, that fome progrefs

had been made in the meafures fubmitted to the confideration of the Comnaittee of

the whole Board, and begged leave to fit again, which, upon motion made and

feconded, was ordered accordingly.

Ordered, vpon motion made and feconded, That this Board do adjourn till to-

morrow the 7th inftant, at 12 o'clock; aad the Prefident declared that the Board do

ftand adjourned accordingly.
By Command,

E. Moore,
Clerk of Gene:al Council.

SAINT CHRISTOPHER. Ata Meeting of the General Council of the Lee.
ward Iflands, held at the Council Chamber in
the Town of Baffeterre, in the faid Ifland, on
Wednefday the 7th Day of March 1798.

Prefert,

The honourable Richard Hes, efgr. Prefident.

Honourable Andrew Hamilton,
Thomas J. Cottle,
William Woodley,
Sir Patrick Blake, bart.
James Achill,
John Tayior,
Edward B. Wyke, efqrs.

HIS Honour the Prefident directed the Minutes of the laftmeetingof the General -

Council ro be read ; and the fame were read by the Clerk accordingly.

Ordered, upon motion made and feconded, That the order of the day for taking

into confideration certain Refolutions laid before the Board by the honourable Mr.

Woodley on Monday the sth inftant, be now read; and the fame were read ac-

cordingly.
Refolved sft, That.the condition of the Slaves withia this Government, has been

gradually meliorating from the filt eftablithment of the Sugar Colonies.

Refolved ad, That this melioration has not been effeéted by laws alone, but by

the increafe of confidence between the Mutter and Slave, and by the found and hbderal

policy of the Britifh Planters, who have availed themiclves of every meafure which

j.umanity and experience have pointed out for fo beneficial a purpoie.

Refvived 3d, That any meafure which may tend to leffen this confidence, or weaken

the cies by which the intercft of the Mafter and his Siave are connected, is impolitic

and dangerous.
Retolved 4th, That it is of the utmoft importance, that all changes made in the

fentiments and habits of a prople fhould be graduaily and cauuoufly cffétcd5 be-

caufe a confiderable revolution in the fentumentsand habits ofapeople, is generally

fullowed by a revolution in the flare.
Refolved g:h, hat the inten:perate-zeal with which the condition of our Slaves

has been ag sued in England, and the pernicious fy {tem introduced into the Frenca

Colonies in the Weft Indices, have already produced a contiderable revolucion in the

fentiments and habits of our Slaves, manifefted by the great licentioufnels of their
manners.

Refolved 6th, That an abolition of the Slave Trade (fuppofing it to be practi-
cable), a trade fanctioned, as it has been, by repeated Sratuics aad Royal Procla:na-

tions, and forming, as we afiim it. does, the very b.fis of our colonial fyftem,

would be oppreffive tu the Buit.th Trader, a breach of compact with the Britiln
Planter,
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‘Plancer, deftructive to the Sugar Colonies, and confequenily to the Britifhh Revenue;
and of no benefit to the Africans themfeives,
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Refolved 7th, Thar the Colonial Legiflatures, and more efpecially the General proceedings

Afferbiies of the Leeward Iflands, are aione competent to form laws for the internal

regulation of their Slaves; and that from local knowledge and experience, they

alone are capable of doing fo with effcct.

Refolved 8th, That this Board will proceed wich unremitted attention to co-ope-

rate with the Commors Houfe of General Affembly now fitting, in promoting His

Majefty’s moft gracious intentions, contained in the Letter of his Grace the Duke

_of Portland to his Honour the Commander in Chief, dated 6th May 1797, by

framing laws for enlarging the comforts of che Slaves in thefe iflands, and tor their

religious and moral improvement; with the pleating hope. that, among other happy

confequences, their numbers may increafe, and the necefiry of the Siave Trade

ceale to exift.
Refolved gth, That, upon the whole, whatever meafures we are induced to take

for the melioration of the condition of Slaves, proceed chiefly from metives of hu-

manity, and a difpofition to proma:e His Majefiy’s benevolent views in their favour,

and not from any profpe&t of an immediate termination of tie Slave Trade, which

at prefent is effentially neceffary to the exiftence of thefe Colonics.

The foregoing Refolutions having been taken into conlideratioa, and maturely

weighed by the Board, it was, upon motion made and feconded,

Réfolved unanimoufly, That the feid feveral nine Refelutions be agreed to and

adopted by this Board.

The following Meffage was received from the General Affzmbly, and read :

The Gentlemen of the General Aflembly, to his Honcur
the Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe has Refolved, That the Serjeant at Arms, attending this Houfe, do

provide a proper perfon to attend in the lobby of the Houle, to receive and deliver

notes and meffages to the feveral Members of the General Council and General

Affembly, during the time of their fitting, and that fuch perioa be paid for fucia

fervices ; to which they defire the concurrence of your Board.
Foku Burke, Speaker.

Affembly Room, 7th March 1798.

Ordered, upon motion made and feconded, That the Board do concur in, and the

following Anfwer be fent to the above Meflage:

His. Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentiemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen,
This Board concurs in the Refolution of your Houfe, That the Serjeant at Arms,

attending the General Aflembly, do provide a proper perfun to attend in the lobby

of that Houfe, to receive and deliver notes aod meflages to the feveral Members of

the General Council and General Affembly, during the time of their fitting, and that

fuch perfon be paid for fuch fervice. ot
; . Signed, by Command,

Council Chamber, 7th March 1798. .. . £. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

The following Meffage from the General Affembly was received, and read :

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour
. the Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe has Refolved, That ali Slaves ought to be provided with fufficient

food for their daily fubfiftence, without being under the neceffi:y of employing, the

time allowed to them for fleep or refrefhmenr, in feexing the meansofprocuring
119. add:tional
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additienal or proper fupport, either by extra labour in the cultivation of land which
may be ailort-d to chem for that purpofe, or by the exertion of cheir indultry or abi-

lities. ~I: being the opinion of this Committee, that, as the Proprietor of Slaves is

entitled to every benefit which may arife from their ufual labour, he is bound in

juflive to furnith them with a certain fubfiftence5 and that any benefits which Slaves

‘may derive frorn their extra labour or indu.lry, ought to be confidered as their own

eculiar property.

Thata Scle& Committee of this Houfe be appointed to confider of the weekly

‘rations or allowances of veg*table food and falted provifion, which fhall appear to

them fully fufficient for the fubfiitence of Staves employed upon fugar, coffee, or

cotton plantations, according to their difvrens ages and occupations ;~-and the feveral

funs of money which ought to be paid in eu of fuch weekly rations or allowances, if

the fame canroi be duly procured; diftingu:fhing the fams which ought to be paid

for each weekly ration or allowance of veeranle food and falred provifions refpec-

tively ; and the feveral fums of money which ought to be paid for the weekly fubtitt-
ence of Siives not employed upon fuyar, coffee, or cotvan plantations, according to

their refpeGtive ages and occupations ;—aad alfo the quantity and quality of fuch

clothing as fall appear to them neceffzry or proper for Slaves, according to their

relpective ages, and the time or times wien fuch cloching ought to be delivered;

and alfo whether any and waat quantity of land oughe to be allowed to each Slave, to
be cultivated for his or her peculiar benefit.

Refolved, 3. That the weekly rations or cHowances of provifions, or the feveral

Tums of moncy to be paid in Jicu thereo‘, fhall always be furnithed or paid in ad-
vance, either for the enfuing week or feven days, or for the enfuing three or four
days, ac the difcretion of the Proprietor cr Director of the Slaves ;—provided that no
provifions, or monics in leu thereof, be delivered or paid oa a Sunday, that Slaves

may not be prevented from attending religious wo-fhip or iatruction, from the ne-

tefiity of waiting for, or ctherw.f: providing for their daily toad.

Refolved, 4. Phac whenever any Slave fhail be fick, or unable, from any acci-
dent or caufe whatfoever, to perform their ufual duty or libour, they ought to be
vifited by fome perfon duly quaiified to practiie phyfic and furgery, ac:ording to the

‘Jaws of the refpective Ifland where fuch Slaves fhall live 5 and fuch medicines, food,

and other neceffaries, as (ach qualified p-actiticner fh.dl from time to time reatonably
order or dirc&t, ought to be duly adanniflered to fuch Slaves.

Refolved, 5. That whenever any Slave fhell die fuddenly, or fhall d:e from any
caufe whatfoever, without having been vificed by fome qual fied practivoner at leaft
forty-eijht hours before his or her deceate, that the death of fuch Siave ouzht ro
be enquired of by the Coroner of the Ifland wherein fuch Siave flail die, and fuch
ingueft taken, and fuch proceedings thereon had, as ought by law to be had or taken
in cafe of the fudden death of any white perfun; and thac the corpie of fuch Slave
ought not to be removed cr curied, until after it hath been infpedted by che Coroner.

Refolved, 6. That every ficld Slave empioyed upon any plantation, fhall be al-
lowed, according to cuitom, half an hour tor breakfaft, and two hours for dinner
and that no Slaves thail be compelled to any manner of field work upon a plancation,

before the hour offive in the morning, or after the nour of icven at nigit, e.cept
during the time of crop.

Reiolved, 7. That every white or other free perfon who thall be charged with the
murder, or with the maiming or wounding of any Slave, whether belonging to hin-
felf or herfelf, orto any other perfon o1 perfons, auc wherher the fam: be by excef
five punifhment or o:herwife, ought to be proceeded againft and tied in the fame
manner as if the crime or offence had been commuitied aginft an, winte or tre pere
fon; and upon convictionof the offence, ought to fuffer death, or fuch otnrr puaith-
ment as by the laws of kngland tuch p tluna wouid be fene:cd co fuffer for che
murder, or for the maiaing 9. wounding of a whie or free peifons but that fuch
copvidtion ought not to ex.cnd to the cortuptiva of biodu, ur the foricture of iauds
or tenements, good. oF Chaitcls.
And we now len. tie fad .:efolucion to your Board for your confi leration.

Affeibiy Kocm, 7h March 17y8. Yebn Buike, Spvaker.
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The honourable Mr. Athill moved, and was feconded, That the Board do refolve

itfelf into a Committee of the wole Board; and it was ordered accor ingly.
His Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the honourable Mr.Cottle took

the chair; ard after fome time fpent therem, his Honour the Prefident refumed his
feat at the Board; when Mr. Chairman reporved to the Board, progrefs, and begved
leave to fit again, which, upon motion made and feconded, was ordered ac-
cordingly.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
Council Chamber, 7th March i798. E. Moore,’

Clerk of General Council.

Thurfday, March 8, 1798.
TEE Board having refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole Board, the

honourable the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cortle took
the chair; and after forne time {pent therein, h's Honour the Prefident refumed the
chair; when toe hon. Thomas J. Cottle, as Ciairinan of the Commiccce of the whole
Board, reported, that the Commiitee had unanimoufly agreed to the firlt Refolution
contained in the Mecffage from the General Aflembiy; and that the faid Committee
had come to a Refolution on the fecond contained in the General Affembly’s
Meflage, which Mr, Chairman Jaid before the Board, and afked leave to fit again;
aad ic was ordered accordingly.

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report from the Committee of the
whols Board, and unanimoufly adopt the firft Refolution contained in the Mcilage
of yefterday from the General Alembly,

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report from the faid Committee,
on the (cond Refolution contained in che faid Mifflage. That the Board do adope
the fame Keport, and enter into the following Retolution, to be fent to the General
Aikmibly ing Meffage from this Board, which was done accordingly.

His Honour the Prefitent and General Council, to the
Gen:lemen of the General Affembty.

Gentlemen,
This Board concurs unanimoufly with your Houle, in the firit Refolution contained

in your Mefface of yefterday: and in a Committee of the whole Bard have come
to the following Refolution upon the fuljeét of your fecond Refolution, which
has been approved and adopted by this Bourd, and is now fent down for your con-
currence.

Refolved, That a Seleft Committee of this Board be appointed for the purpofes
mentioned in the fecond Refolution, fent up to this Board fiom the General Aflem-
bly. And that the Committee be defired to report whether any and what quantity
of Jand and time may be given to Slaves, in leu of vegetable and falied provifions,
with a provifo, that in cafe the land {o given fhould by any 2¢t of God be rendered
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unproductive, the Proprictor fhall be bound to give the fame rations as if no fuch |
Jand had been given, And that a Meflagebe fent from the General Affeinbly,
defiring their concurrence that the Committee of both Houfes fhould aé as a joint
Committee, and make a joint Report; and allo defiring their concurrence in the
above additional inftruction.

Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 8th March 1798: Clerk of General Council.

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the Prefident

aod General Council. ,

This Houfe agrees, that the Committee appointed for the purpofes mentioned in
. the
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the fecond Refolution of this Houfe, fhould a& jointiy with the Committce of this
Houle appointed for the {ame purpok 's, and that they fhall make a joint report.

Affembly Room, 8ch March, 1798+ John Burke, Speaker,

Ordered, By the Honourable thePrefident, upon motion made and feconded for

the purpofe, that the hon. James Achill, thehon. Andrew Hamilton, the hon.
Edward Byam Wyke, and the hon. SirPatrick Blake, be the Sele@ Committee of

this Boardto join the Sele& Committee appointed by the General Affembly.

Ordered, ‘That this Boaid do adjourn themfelves till to-merraw, uwelve o'clock :

and the hon. the Prefident acjoutned the Board accordingly, .
By Command,

hy Alsre,

Council Chamber, 8th March 1795. Clerk of General Council.

Fiidav, March o, 1798.

ORDERED, That the Refolutions paffed at this Board on the 7th initant, be fent

down to the General Affembly, with a Meffage requefting their coniideration of, aad

concurrence inthe fame; which was done accurdingly.
e

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the

Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen,

The following Refolutions have been unanimoufly entered into bythis Board,

and are now fent down for the confidcration and, concurreace of your Houle.
Signed, by Command,

E. Moere,

Council Chamber, gt March 1798. Clerk of General Council.

A copy of the Refolutions alluded to in the above Mefluge, and entered into by

the Board on the 7th inftant, accompanied it.

The following Mcflage was received from the General Affembly, and read:

The Gentlemen of the General Affemply, to his Honour the

Prefidenc and General Council. |

This Houfe has refolved, That in order to remove any donbts which may arife as

to the iegality or propriety of punifhing the Owners or Directos of Siaves for any

cruel or improper condudt, it ought to be expreisly declared and enicted,- “Toat if

any perfon fhall crvelly whip, maltreat, bea:, or imprifon, or keep in confinement,

without fufficient fuyport, any Slave.under his or her direction or care, he or fhe

fhall be fubjeét to be indiéted for the fame ia the Superior Court of Criminal Juri

dition for the [flind wherein the offence fhail be committed, and upon being legaily

convicted, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment by fine or imprifonment, or both, as the

Judges or Juftices of fuch Court fhali think proper to inflict. And that if any

perton fhall beat or maltreat a Slave not belongingto himfelfor herfelf, the offender

ought not only to be indiQed and punifhed for the fame, in like manner, but that

any punifhment infli@ed by the Court of Criminal Juriidiction, ought not to be

confidered as a bar to any aétion or fuit at law, which may be commenced by the

Owner of the Slave, or be confidered in mitigation of any damages which ought

otherwife to tave been given, ‘or 1ecovered for the trefpafs or injury.

That incafe any Juitice of the Peace fhall receive any complaint or intelligence,

which he in his own difcretion fhall think probable, that anv Slave hath becn mu-

tilated, cruclly punifhed, or otherwife maltreated, or confined without fufficient

fupport, it ought to be lawful for fuch Jullice of the Peace, to call to his #ffittance

fome other Juftice, and ihat fuch Juft:ces ought to be authorized to o-dei any cou-

ftable te bring fuch Slave before them, or if the cafe fhali reauire, to go to fech

place where fuch Slave fhall be, and direét fuch Stave to be produced and fhew.: to

them, that uch inquiry and other proceedings may be made and had, as {hus ve
neceffary
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neceffary for the further profecution of the offence. And that if fuch Juftices fhall

think it proper or neceffary, they ought alfo to be authorized to fend fuch Slave to

the common gaol, or to the workhoufe, if any is provided in the Ifland where fuch

Slave fhall live, to be there kept and detained, until further inquiry fhall be made

into the fact according to law. And we now fend the faid Refolution for your

confideration.

Affembly Room, gth March 1798. | ¥ebn Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the foregoing Refolutions be taken into confideration by a Com-

mittee of the whole Board.
Ordered, That the Board do refolve itfeif into a Committee of the whole Board 5
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whereupon the honourable the Prefident quitted his feat, and the honourable .

Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after fome time fpent therein, the Prefident

refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported to the Board, that the Committee

had agreed to the 4th, 6th, and 7th, and had made feveral amendments to the 3d

and sth Refolutions contained in the Meffage received from the General Affembly

the 7th inftant, and afked leave to fit again, and it was ordered accordingly.

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report of the Committee of the

whole Board, and unanimoufly adopt the 4th, 6th, and 7th Refolutions contained in

the General Affembly’s Meffage of the 7th inftant. And that the Board do approve

of the amendments made by the Committee in the 3d and sth Refolutions contained

in the faid Meffage.
Ordered, That the Board do fend the above proceedings to the General:

Aflembly in a Meffage, which was done accordingly.

Eis Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the

Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen,

This Board concurs unanimoufly with your Houle in the fourth, fixth, and fe-

venih Refolutions, contained in your Meflage of the 7th inftant.

And the Board alfo concurs in the third and fifth Refolutions contained in fuch

Meffage, with the following amendments:

In the third Refolution leave out all the words at the end of that Refolution,

beginning with the word “ provided.”

In the fifth Refolution, after the word “ deceafe,” infert the following words, “ ex-

cept when achild fhall die within one month after its birth,” and after the words “ Slave

fhall die,” infert the foliowing words, “ provided the faid practitioner fhall not ac-

count in writing to the Coroner for the death of fuch Slave, by fome malady inci-

dent to the human frame,” and to add the following words to the end of the faid

‘fifth Refolution, “ provided that fuch Inqueft thall confift of not Jefs than three

perfons.” To which amendments we requeft youraffent.
Signed, by Command,

Council Chamber, gth March, 1798. E. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-

mander in Chief’s dire€tions to adjourn ’till Monday the rath inftant; and there-

upon declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly.
By Command,

Council Chamber, gth March, 1798. E. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

Monday, March 12, 1798.

UPON motion made and feconded, the order of the day was called fer, and the

Board refolved itfelf into a Committee; and after fome time fpent therein, the Chair-

man reported that they unanimoufly agreed to the firft Refolution fent up on the gth

inftant, and had agreed to the fecond, with the following amendment, and prayed

leave to fit again:
Ordered,

119.
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St. Ordered, That the Committee have leave to fit again, and that the Report of the
Chriftopher’* Chairman be received, and the Refolutions, with the amendments, be adopted by this
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Board.
Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly:

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen, ; .

This Board unanimoufly concurs with your Houfe in the firft Refolution con.

-tained in your Meffage of the 9th inftant, and alto concurs: unanimoully in the fecond

Refolution contained in the fame Meffage, with the following amendments, which are

now fubmitted to yourconfideration : After the words, “¢ authorized to fend fuch Slaves,”

“omit from the words, “ the common gaol” to the word “ Ifland,” and infert “ fome

“ public place of fecurity ;” and after the words, “ kept and detained,” infert the

words, “and fupported at the expence of the Owner or Director of fuch Slave.”
a By Comniand,

Council Chamber, 12th March, 1798. E. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn themfelves *till to-morrow, 12 o'clock, and

‘the honourable the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
By Command,

SCouncil Chamber, -12th March, 1798. E. Moore,
Clerk of General Council.

Tuefday, March 13, 1798.
THE Order of the day was called for, and upon motion made and feconded 5
Ordered, Thag the fame be difcharged, and that Mr. Chairman have leave to fit

again to-morrow.
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and the

honourable the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
, By Command,

‘Council Chamber, 13th March 1798. E. Moore, .
, Clerk of General Council.

Wednefday, March 14, 1798.
THE order of the day for the Board going into 2 Committee of the whole Board,

was difcharged, and,
Ordered, That the Chairman have leave to fit again to-morrow.
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o'clock; and the

honourable the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
By Command,

Council Chamber, 14th March, 1798. E. Moore,
Clerk of Generel Council.

oo Thurfday, March 15, 1798.
“HIS Honour the Commander in Chief laid before the Board the writ ofmandamus

for the Virgin Iflands, which was by his Honour’s dire€tions read, whereby it ap-
peared that the honourable Richard Hetherington, and the honourable Richard
Auguftus Fahie, efquires, were the Members called to the Board for the Virgin
Iflands; and the honourable Richard Hetherington attending the Board, did, by.
his Henour’s direétions, take the ufual oaths of government, fubfcribed the teft,
and tovk his feat at the Board accordingly.
The wiit of election, under the hand and feal of his Honour the Commander in

Chief, for the Virgin Iflands, wes then read, with the return thereon made, whereby
it appezred that the following Gentlemen were duly elected to ferve as Reprefenta-
‘tives in the General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands:

James
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James Robertfcn, Maurice Lifle, John Shannan, Charles Frederick Bartlett,
George Hannah, efquires; for the Virgin [/ands.

His Honour the Commander in Chief then direéted: the Marthal to defire the

attendance of fuch of the foregoing Gentlemen who had arrived from Tortola, in

the Council Chamber, to be fworn; and James Robertfon, Maurice Lifle, and John

Shannan, efquires, attending accordingly, they took the ufual oaths of govern-

ment, and fubfcribed the telft.
A verbal Meffage from the Gentlemen of the General Affembly to his Honour

the Commander in Chief, requefting he would fend down to that Houfe the writ

of eleétion for the Virgin Iflands, when the fame was delivered and carried down

accordingly.
His Honour the Commander in Chief here retired from the Board.
Ordered, That the honourable Richard Hetherington be named as one of the

Seleé&t Committee of this Board, to join the Seleét Committee. appointed by the
General Affembly for the purpofes mentioned in the fecond Refolution of the General
Affembly’s Meffage, fent up to this Board on the 7th inftant,
The following Meffage was received from the Gentlemen of the General Affem-

bly, which was, by order, read in the following words:

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe has entered into the following refolutions, and are now fent for the’

conGderation of your Board:

Refolved 11, That as an improper practice hath fome time prevailed of punifh.

ing ill difpofed Slaves, and fuch as are apt to abfcond from their Owners, by atfix-
ing round the necks of fuch Slaves an iron collar, with projecting bars or hooks, or
an iron collar, with a chain and weight, thereto annexed, in order to prevent the future

defertion of fuch Slaves, or by way of additional punifhment. That fuch practice ought
to be declared unlawful; and that any Juftice of the Peace ought to be authorized

and required, on informationor view of fuch offence, to order any collar, irons, or

weight, other than fuch as are abfolutely neceffary for fecuring the perion of the

Slaves, to be immediately taken off from the Slave wearing or bearing the fame.
Refolved 12, That for the better care of Slaves during ficknefs, the following

regulations ought to be inforced : .
Every medical man, fo qualified as ftated in the fourth refoluticn, or a proper

affiftant, ought to attend each eftate to the care of which he fhall be appointed, at

leaft two days in every week, whether thereto fpecially called or not, unlefs he has

notice in writing from the Proprietor or Director of any eftate that his prefence is

not required, and ought further to attend at all times when {pecially called upon

fo to do, in writing, by the Proprietor or Director of the Slaves on each eftate

refpectively. .

That to avoid unneceffary delay in complying with fuch fpecial call, the faid

practitioner. or his affiftant ought to be compelled to attend within eight hours after

the call has come to his ufual place of refidence, or the place where he ufually keeps

his medicines.
That every Proprietor or Director of Slaves ought to have, at the eftate or place

where the Slaves ufvally refide, a commedious hofpital or fick-houfe, provided
with proper conveniences fer the fick, with  fufficient number of attendants, and
ought, either in his own perfon, or by fome white perfon under his direction, to

attend as often as may be requifite at the hofpital or ficx-houfe, to fee that the fick

_ are furnified with the medicines that may be ordered for them by the faid practi-

. tioner or his alfiftant in the manner fo ordered, and alfo with fuch diet as the faid

pradtitioner or affiftant fall reafonably direct to be given, and with noother.

That in order to prevent any miftakes in-the adminiftration of medicines ordered

for different fick Slaves, and allo to prevent any difpute when the fick may have

been neglected, as to the perfon guilty offuch neglect, a book or regifter ought to

be provided and kept on each eftate, in which the practitioner or afiftant oughtto
write
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write in the Enolifh language, oppofite to the name of each Slave fo being fick,
his direétions, as to the time or times of adminiltering the medicines he intends to
prefcribe, ftating the form in which they are to be fent, whether in pills, powder,
mixture, or in whatever form, and alfo as to the diet to be provided for the Slave;
and at the end of the faid directions he ought to write his prefcriptions in the form
ufually followed by medical practitioners.
That whenever any Proprietor, or other perfon having the immediate direction

of Slaves, fhail have occafien to fend a fpecial call to the practitioner who fhall have
the care of the Slaves under his direétion, he ought to fend the fame in writing in
the faid book or regifter, {tating the time of the day or night when he fends the
fame to the beft of his knowledge, and the name, age, or fex, and bodily appear-
ance of the Slave or Slaves on whofe account fuch call is fent; together with the
moft material or urgent fymptoms of which fuch Slave complains, and any other
circumflances that he may think will affilt the faid practitioner in forming fuch a
judgmentof the cafe, as may enable him to carry with him fuch medicines as he

_ may from fuch ftatement judge to be proper, if he can go immediately to vifit the
faid Slave, or to fend fuch medicines or. directions as inay be of ufe until he can
vifit him, or caufe him to be vifited by his affiftant, or forme other practitioner, if
he has fuch other urgent medical bufinefs to attend as to prevent his vifiting the —
faid Slave immediately.- And that the faid practitioner, his affiftant, or fome other
free perfon, who may be kept to make up and difpenfe medicines for him, ought to
infert in the faid book or regifter, immediately after the ftatements hereinbefore
direéted to be made by the Proprietor or immediate Direétor of the Slave, the
time, as nearly as he can, when the faid call fhall arrive ac the dwelling or other
houfe of the faid praCtitioner as aforefaid.
And that all practitioners ought to keep on each eftate under their care, a finall

quantity of ‘fuch medicines as may with fafety be left in the hands of a perfon un-
fkilled in the fcience of medicines, to be at hand in cafes of fudden emergency,
with fuch direétions as to their ufe as he may judge fufficient for the information of
the Proprietor or Director of Slaves, which directions ought to be inferted in the
firft page of every new book or regifter, fo to be provided and kept as aforefaid.

Refolved 13, That every Proprietor of an eftate ought to be obliged to employ
fome medical Gentleman, properly qualified, by the year, provided the Proprietor
of the faid eftate is not a medical man himfelf, and provided fuch medical man can
be procured upon reafonable terms,

Refolved 14, That upon the firft day cf January in every year, or within ten days
after, the Proprietor or Manager of every Plantation cught co return upon oath,
into the Secretary’s office of the Ifland where he refides, a juft and full account of
all the births and deaths of the Slaves of fuch Plantation, and alfo of the manner
in which, to the beft of his cpinion or judgment, the faid Slaves have been at-
tended and provided for when fick, for the preceding year, or during fuch time as
he hath had the poffeffioi or management of fuch Plantation. oo

Refolved 15, That the doctororfurgeon of every Plantation ought, on the firft
day of January in every year, or within ten days afterwards, to return upon oath
into the Secretary's office of the Hland where he refides, an account of the Slaves
who have died upon fuch Plantation in the preceding year, or during fuch time
as he hath had the care of fuch Slaves, with the real caufes of fuch deaths, to
the beit of his knowledge, judgment, and belief, and alfo of the manner in
which, to the beft of his knowledge and belief, the faid Slaves have been treated or
managed,

Refolved 16, That every qualified practitioner employed for the care of any
Plantation, ought at leaft to be paid the annual fum of ten fhillings for each and
every flave upon fuch Plantation, asan equivalent for every fpecies of medicine, of
every medical and furgical affitance, except midwifery and inoculation.

Afflembly Room, 15:h March 1798. ‘¥cbn Burke, Speaker. |

. Ordered,
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Ordered, That the feveral Refolutions contained in the foregoing Meffage, be
i

oS o 3

referred to the Committee of the whole Board.

The following Meffage was received from the General Affembly, and by order
read in the following words:

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and Genera! Council.

This Houfe concur with your Board in the firft, third, and fourth Refolutions,
contained in your Meffage fent to this Houfe on the gih inftant, and the Houfe pro-
pofe the following amendment to the fecoad Refolution, viz. that the word “ between,”
be erafed, and infert “on the part of,” after the werd and ;” in the fame line infert
“ of fiielizy and attachment on the part of;” after the word “themfelves,” infert “and
are availing themfelves.’—Ana to the fifth Refolution propote the following amend-
ments: afier the words “ Weit Indics,” “might Lave produced a dangerous revolut7n
in the fenciments and habits of our Slaves, had they not beenfirmiyattached to their
Mafters,” and to ftrike out the remainder of the faid refolution. ° ,

Aflembly Room, 16th March 1799. John Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the faid Meffage and ainendirents therein, do tie on the table for
the farther confideration of this Board.

Ordered, That the order of tie day for the Board’s going into a Committee of
the whole Board be difthaiged, and that the Chairman have leave to fic again
to-morrow. / .

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn ’till to morrow, twelve o’clock; and his

Tlonour the Prefident adjourned the Board accerdinaly.

By Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 15th March 1798. ' Cierk or General Council.

Friday, March 16, 1798.
THE order of the day was called for, and upon motion made and feconded, the.

Board refolved itfeif into a Committee of the whole Board, the hou. Thomas J.

Cote taking the chair, and after fome time fpent therein, he quitted the fame, and

his Honour the Piefident reftumed his feat at the Board, when the chairman reported

pregrefs, and afked leave to fit again, which was ordered accordingly.
His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-

ma der in Chief’s direétions to adjourn till Monday the roth inflanr, then to meet

in the Secrerary’s Office at twelve o’clock at noon; and thereupon declared that this

Board do fiand adjuuined accordingly.
By Command,

E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 16:h Mirch,1798. Clerk of General Council.

Monday, March 19, 1798.

THE order of the day was called for, and upon motion made and feconded—

Ordered, That the Board do refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole B aid,

whereupon his Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. John Tayior
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took the chair; and after fome time {pent therein, his Honour the Preficent refumed —

the fame; when the Chairman reported to the Board, that the Committee had

unanimoufly agreed to the Refolution numbered 13, and had inade feveral
amencments,in the Refolutions numbered 11, 12, 14, and 15, but had rejected the

laft Refolution numbered 16, contained in the Meffage from the General Affembly

of the 15th inftant, and afked leave to fit again; which was ordered accordingly. -

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report of the Committee of the
whole Board, and unanimoufly adopt the Refolution numbered 13, contained in

the Meffage from the General Affembly of the 1gth infan', and that the Beard do

119. a alfo

301



302

H.

St.
Chriftopher’s

No. 8.
Inclofure

(3)

 

go SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES

alfo approve of the feveral amendments made in thofe numbered 11, 12, 14, and

15, and adopt the rejection of the. laft Refolution numbered 16, contained in faid

Meffage. /

Ordered, That this Board do fend the above proceedings to the General Afiem-

bly in a Meffage, which was done accordingly.

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the

Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen,

This Board concurs unanimoufly with your Houfe in the numbered 13 of the

Refolutions contained in your Meffage of the 15th inftant; and the Board alfo con-

curs in numbered 11, 12, 14, and 15, of your Refolutions contained in fuch Mel-

fage, with the following amendments.
In numbered 11, after the word “ annexed,” in the fifth line, infert the following

words, “ or by affixing pieces of iron round the legs when out of confinement or

at work.”
In numbered 12, after the word “ proper,” infert the word “ white.”

In numbered 14, at the end thereof, add the following words, * and if any

Proprietor or Manager fhall quit a Plantation where he has refided at any time

between the firft of January in one year, and the firft of January in the enfuing

year, he ought, within ten days after he fhall. fo quit the Plantation, to make the

return as before directed up to the time when he does fo remove.”

In numbered 16, after the word “ belief,” in the laft line but one, omit the relt of

the Refolution, and infert the following words, ‘ the invalid and fick Slaves have

been treated and attended to.”
But this Board is forry they cannot concur with your Houfe in the laft Refolution,

contained in your Meffage of the 15th inftant, numbered 16, as they coafider it as

more proper for the difcuffion of the Legiflatures of each diftinét Ifland.
Signed, by Command,

E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 19th March 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Ordered, That this Board do. adjourn ’till to-morrow, twelve o’clock, and his

Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
. - By Command, _

E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 1gth March 17 98. Clerk of General Council.

Tuefday, March 20, 1798.
A VERBAL Meffage from the General Affembly to his Honour the Com-

mander in Chief, informing his Honour, that George Webbe, fen. efq. one of the
Reprefentatives returned by the ifland of Nevis to ferve in the General Affembly, at-
tended to be fworn, whereupon his Honour directed the writ of election and return

thereon made to be read, which was done accordingly, and then the ufual oaths of

government were adminiftered to, and the teft fubfcribed by the faid George Webbe,
fen, efq. who, together with the two other Gentlemen of the General Affembly,
returned to their Houfe.

His Honour the Commander in Chief withdrew from the Board.
His Honour the Prefident dire€ted the Minutes of the laft meeting to be read,

and the fame were read accordingly.

The following Meffage from the General Affembly was received, and read as
ollows:

. The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the.
Prefident and General Council. ,

This Houfe has entered into feveral Refolutions, and are now fent for the con-
fi2. .. ‘on of your Board. a

1..i:ved 17, That the Juftices of the Court of King’s Bench and Grand Seffions
. . 9
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of the Peace, or otherCriminal Court, held next after the firft day of January in every

year, ought to be authorized to order'the fum of eight dollars to be paid to the Ma-

nager of every plantation, by the Proprietor or Director thereof, forevery Negro‘Slave

born upon fuch plantation during the preceding year, and refidence of fuch Manager,

and which fhall be then living after deduéting the decreafe, and that the Proprietor

of fuch plantation ought to have a dedu‘tion of the monies fo paid from the firtt of
his or her public taxes that fhall afterwards be due or papable.

Refolved 18, That if the Proprietor of any Slave fhall be conviGed of any of

the offences mentioned in the foregoing ninth refolution of this Committee, the

Court before whom the offender fhall have been convicted, ought to be em-

powered, if they fhall think it neceffary for che future protection ot the Slave, to

take the Slave from the power of the Mafter who has ill-treated him, and the

property in fuch Slave ought to be transferred, by the order of the Juftices convict.

ing fuch Mafter, and for a price whichthey fhall eftablith, to fome other Owner ;

but the price obtained for fuch Slave, ought to be paid to the Mafter in return for

the lofs of his property. ;

Refolved 19, That no Proprietor, Poffeffor, or Director of any Slave, ought to.
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be permitted to turn away or cifmifs from his or her protection and fupport, fuch -

Slave, on account or by reafon of fuch Slave being incapable of labour or fervice

from fickne{s, age, or infirmity, or to fuffer fuch Slave to wander about and be-

come troublefome to others for fulenance, but cught ro be ebliged to keep fuch

Slave in his former or ufaal place of abode, cr in fome other proper place, and

to provide for fuch Slave fuficient food and clothing.

Refolved 20, That as it may fometimes happen, either from the deceafe or re-

moval of refidence of Proprietors, or from the manumiffion cf Slaves without a

fuitable provifion for their maintenance, many unhappy objects affli€ted with con-

tagious diftempers, or incapable of labour by fickneis, cid age, or otherwife, having

no Owner who can be compelled to provide for them, may become a public bur-

then or nuifance, the veftries of the feveral parifhes in each Ifland ought to be em-

powered and required to provide for the fubfiftence of fuch unhappy objects, and

that the expences attending fuch provifion ought to be defrayed out of the public

treafury of each Ifland. ;

. Affembly Room, March 20, 1798. Fobn Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the foregoing Refolutions be taken into confideration by the Com-

mittee of the whole Board. ,

Ordered, That the honourable the Chairman of the Selec Committee, appointed

for the purpofes mentioned in the fecond Refolution of the General Affembiy, fent

up to this Board on the 7th inftant, do bring up his Report; when the hon. An-

drew Elamilton, the Chairman, brought up the fame, which was read i the ioliow-

ing words :

REPORT of the Committee of both Floufes of General

Affembly, appointed to confi:'er and report the Quantities

‘of Provifens, Clothing, and Land, to be aliowed to

Slaves.

The Committee of both ifoufes appointed under the fecond Refotution fubmit-

ted to the General Council and General Affembly, beg leave to fubmit the fol-

lowing as their Report.
That every Owner, Renter, or Poffcffor of any Slave or Slaves within the Lee-

ward Iflands, ought weekly and every week, under the penalty of .

for every omifficn, to purchafe or provide at the rate of the following quantities of

provifion for every Slave, of whom he is the Owner,Renter, or Poff:for. That is

to fay, at the rate of 9 pints of good found corn or beans, 8 pints of like peafe,

8 pints of like wheat flour, 8 pints of like ryz flour, 8 pints of like Indian corn~

meal, 8 pints of like oatmeal, 7 pints of like rice, 8 pints of like caffada flour, or

farine, 10 pounds of like bifcuit, 20 pounds of like yams or potatoes, 16 pounds of
¢
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like eddaes, tannias, or tyres, 30 pounds of like plantanes or bananas, and alfo x
pound and 1 quarter of like herrings, fhads, mackarel, or other like falted provi-
fion, or double the quantity of frefh fifh or other fref: provifions, Provided never-
thelefs, that every fuch Owner, Renter, or Poffeffor, ought to have the abfolute °
and uncontroulable right.of diftributing anddividing, but then It ought to be done
weekly and every weck, all and every fuch quantities of provifion fo to be pro-
vided as aforefaid, unto and among all and every his Slave.or Slaves, in fuch pro-portions, fhares, and allowances, as he fhall think proper, according to the dif-
ferent labour, fize, age, and ftrength, or othetwife, of all and every fuch Slave and
Slaves, and as the fame fhall appear to him in his difererion to be eligible or
right; but then he ought actually to diftribute every weck among his Slaves the
whole quantity of provifions hereinbefore direAled to be puichafed or provided,
under the penalty of for every omiffion.

Provided neverthelefs, That every aged, infirm, or fickly Slave, even thouzh in-
capable of work, ought to receive weekly and every week, at leaf one full race or
ratio of allowance as aforefaid, notwithftanding the general and difcretionary power
of dividing of the fame hereinbefore permicted to the Owner. And if any Owner,
Renter, or Poffeffor of any Slave or Siaves within the Leeward tflands, thall one
or neglect to diftribute and fhare to any of his aged, infirm,or fickly Slaves,
weekly and every week, fuch full rate or ratio of provifions as a‘orefiid, he onze
to forfeit for every fuch neglect or omiffion, the fum of unifs he
or fhe fhall be otherwife provided for in the hofpital or fick-houfe.

That it ought to be lawful for every Owner, Renter, and Pofleffor of any Slaves,
employed onany plantation in the Leeward Ifands, to reduce and dimini‘h, when
he fhall be actuality making Sugar or cutting Canes on fuch plantation, the quan-
tity Of provificns hereinbefore direéted to be diftribured anong his Slaves, in che
the proportion which one-fifth part of the faid provifion bears to the whole thereof,
but on ‘no account ina larger proportion.

_ That money ought, on no account, to be given to Slaves in eu of the provi-
fion hereinbefore dire&ted to be purchafed or diftribuced, unlefs in cafe of ab!o-
lute and urequivocal neccflity; and that if any Owner, Kester, cr Pofleffor of any
Slave or Slaves within the Leeward Iflands, fhall offend again{t this Clauf, he ought.
to forfeit the fum of
And in order to determine and afcertain the circumftance under which fuch ne-

ceffity fhall be deemed to exift, it ought to be declared, that whenever there fhall
be for fale in any Merchant’s ftore in the Ifland, where a n-ceflity of commuting.
provifions for money is pretended or alledged, 2c barrels of flour, or the fame quaa-
tity of any other provifions, no Planter ought to be allowed to pretend or alledge
that he cannot procure provifions, nor fhall he be allowed to commute formoney,
any part of the quantity of provifions direéted to be given to anv Slave hy this A&,
under the penalty of for every time he fhall in aay refpect cffead againtt
this Claufe. .

That whenever and as often as any Owner, Renter, or Poffffor. of avy S'ave or
Slaves withia the Leeward Iflanas, thall commute, or exchang? for money the pro-
vifions hereinbefore direfted to be purchaf.d or provided for fach Slives, or any
part of the fame, he ought to give and pay to and among his Slaves at the rate of
four thi'lings per week, for each and every Slave of which he is the Owner, Renter,
or Poflafor, and with whom he makes fuch commutations or exchange, and ought
further to allow to every Slave with whom he fhall make fuch commutation, two half
dzys in each week to refort to the beft marker for laving out to the belt advantage fuch
commutation money. Provided neverthelefs, that it ought to be lawful for every
fuch Owner, Renter, and Poffeffor, to divide, diftiibute, and fhare tuch commu-
taticn money among all and every of his Slaves with whom he makes fuch com-
mutation and exchange, in the fame manner, and with the fame difcretionary power, |as is hereinbefore vetted in him with refpe& to the provificns he is hereinbefore

' dire€ted to purchafe or procure and diftribure.
That whenever the quantity of provifion land under cultivation, with the Owner’s

time, upon any eftate in the Leeward Iflands, hell be in the proportion of one
acre
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acre of land for every ten Slaves worked and employed upon fuch eftate, and
the produce of fuch land fhall be in proportion to one half of the quantity of Chriftopher's
provifions by this A&t directed tobe purchafed or procured for all the Slaves fo
worked or employed. That then it ought to be lawful for the Owner of fuch
Jantation to diminith, by one half, the quantity of dry provifions dire€ted’by this

Aét to be purchafed for, and diftributed among fuch Slaves ; provided the whole
produce of the land fo under cultivation is appropriated to the ufe of the Slaves fo
employed, and provided the Matter alfo diftributes among them their full allow-
ances or rates of falt provifions; and provided alfo, that fuch Owner fhall attend
the Council Board in the Iland where fuch plantation fhall be fituate, once in
every three months, and then and there take the following oath:

I do fwear, that I have had for three months paft Slaves employed on
my plantation, or under my direction, in the parith of and that there is
under the cultivation of provifions upon the faid plantation, at leaft one acre of
land for every ten Slaves employed thereon, and that the produce of the faid land
has been for three months laft paft, together with the quantities of provifions di-
re€ted by this At to be purchafed or procured, diftributed and fhared among
them, and that the faid produce has been appropriated, and the faid provifions have
been fhared and diftributed, agreeably to the directions of this Ac.

So help me God.

That every Owner, Renter, and Poffeffor of any plantation within the Leeward
Ifands, ought to allot and give to every Slave of which he is Owner, Renter, or
Pcffeffor, and who is capable of working the fame, a piece or {pot of good well
laying land of 40 feet fquare at leaft, immediately round or clofe to his houfe, if
this can be done without pulling down or injuring any other Negro houfe, and if
it cannot be fo done, then every fuch Owner, Renter, or.Poffeffor, ought to allot

and give to each and every fuch Slave the fame quantity of land in fome part of
the plantation on which fuch Negro refides, and commodious for his working of
the fame, provided tuch Owner, Renter, or Pofleffur, has fo much land as is hereby
required to be allotted as aforefaid, not ufuatly planted in Canes; and if he has
not, he ought to give and allot to every fuch Negro as aforefaid, in lieu of the fame,

an annual compenfation, which fhall be equal to the annual value of the land ufually
allotted as aforefaid.

That every Owner, Renter, or Poffeffor of any Slave or Slaves ‘within the Lee-
ward Iflands, ought to keep and produce, whenever legally required, a full, true,
plain, and weekly account of all provifions purchafed for, or diftribuied or fhared out

among all or any of his Slaves, and alfo of all commutation money paid inlieu of the

fame, under the penalty of and every week in which he fhall
_ negleét or omit to keep fuch account, and if he fhall refufe to produce fuch account,

whenever he fhall be thereunto legally required, he fhail forfeit the fum of
That every Owner, Renter, and Poffeffor of any Slave within the Leeward

Iflands, ought twice in every year, that is to fay, on the firit day of January and the

firft day of Auguft, to provide for and give to each and every of his male Slaves,

one jacket made of good found woollen cloth, and one pair of trowfers of good

found ofnabrigs; and to each and every of his female Slaves, one wrapper of fuch

woollen cloth, and one petticoat of fuch ofnabrigs.
Refolved, That this Report fhall be figned by the honourable Andrew Hamilton,

Chairman of this Committee.
Andrew Hamilton, Chairman.

Ordered, That the faid Report do ftand for the confideration of this Board to

morrow.

The Order of the Day being read, and upon motion made and feconded ;—

Ordered, That the fame be difcharged, and that the Chairman of the Commit-

tee of the whole Board have leave to fit again to-morrow.

11g. Ordered,
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Ordered, That this Board do adjourn ’till to-morrow, 12 o'clock ; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 20th March 1798, Clerk of General Council,

Wednefday, March 21, 1798.
HIS Honour the Prefident laid before the Board, a Letter to him from his Honour .

the Commander in Chief, enclofing extract of a Letter to his Honour, from his
Grace the Duke of Portland, which were read, and directed to be entered upon the |
Minutes of this Board.

Sir,
I beg leave to enclofe you an extract of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of

Portland, which you will be pleafed to lay before the Board of General Council.
I have the honour co be,

, Sir,
Your moft obedient and

moft humble Servant,

Robert Thomfen.
To the honourable Richard Iles, Efq.

Extract from his Grace the Duke of Portland’s Letter; dated
Whitehall, ift January 1798.

“ The meafures which you have taken for convening a General Council and
« Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, to take into confideration the Refolution of the
*« Houie of Commons of the 6thof April laft, feem highly proper, with a view to

' “ their proceedings being conducted with uniformity and effect.”

The following Meffage. was received from the General Affembly, and read as
follows:

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.

‘The Houfe has entered into the following Refolutions, and are now fent for the
confideration of your Board.

Refolved 21, That it ought to be enaéted, That in one month after thepaffing
the Ad, the Proprietor of every eftate within thefe Iflands, and Owners of Slaves not
attached to an eltate, or in his, her, or their abfence, the Attorney, Manager, or
other perfon, under whofe care and direétion fuch ettate or Slaves may happen to
be, fhould affemble together the Slaves under his, her, or their direétion, manage-
ment, or care, and fhould enquire which of them have a hufband or wife 3 and if ic
fhould fo happen that an acknowledgment is made of more than one -hufband or
wife, fuch Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon aforefaid, fhall compel
and caufe the Siave fo acknowledging, to make his or her eleétion and declaration,
which Slave he or fhe will confent to confine him or herfelf to as his or her wife or
hufband;and when fuch acknowledgment or eleétion is made, to enter the fame in a
book to be kept for that purpote, and make the fame as public as poffible; and from
thenceforth the faid Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon as aforefaid,
fhail do his utmoft endeavour to keep together in harmony and tranquillity,the par-
ties fo electing to live together, and difcourage and difcountenance, during the life
of the parties, any connexion inconfiltent with the acknowledgment or election fo
made. And the faid Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon as aforefaid,
fhall promote and encourege, confine and reftri@, the union cf one man to one
woman, as they fhall come under his or her care, or to years of maturity, and from
time to time regifler and make notorious as aforefaid. And the better topreferve
and encourage the conftant attachment and cohabitation aforefaid, every Proprie-
tor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon having the charge of the female Slave, for
every child, the fruit of fuch intercourfe, living fix weeks after the birth, fhall re-

ward
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ward the parties in the following manner; for the firft child four dollars, for the

fecond one dollar, and in the like proportion of advance for every other child. And.

every Proprietor, Attorney, Manager, or other perfon omitting or neglecting to do

and perform what is hereinbefore directed, fhould ferfeit and pay the jum of twenty

ounds.
P And whereas example is much more effectual than precept, therefore all Pro-

prietors, Managers, and Overfeers, aud every other defcription.of white men, upon

eftates, ought to be reftrained, by the fevereft penalties, from weakening, by his own

irregular conduct, the effect, of the exhortations and enquiries which are enjoined by
this Act.

Refolved 22, To avoid the inconveniences that do fometimes arife from perfons

manumitting and fetting free their Slaves, when they have been rendered incapable

of fervice by age, infirmity, accident, or calamity, to avoid the expence of pro-

viding a proper tubfiftence for fuch Slave, it ought to be refolved, that if anv Pro-

prietor of a Slave fhall manumit or fer free any Siave in his or her poffeffion,

who fhall be rendered incapable of fervice from any of the caufes aforefaid, that

fuch Proprietor fhall be obliged to pay into the hands of the Trealurer of the Iflind

where fuch Slave fhall be fo manumitted and fet free, the fum of three hundred

pounds currency, from which fum fuch Slave fball be entitled to draw half-yearly,

an intereft arifing upon fuch fu,according to the rate of intereft in each refpective

Jfland, for his or her fubfiftence during the life cf fuch Slave; and that upon the

death of fuch Slave fo manumitted and fet free, the faid fum of three hundred pounds

currency, fhall be appropriated to the ufe of the public.
TFobn Burks, Speaker,

Affembly Room, 21ft March 1798.

Ordered, That the foregoing Refolutions be referred to the Committee of the

whole Board.
The order of the day for taking into confideration the Reportof .che Sele&t Com-

mittee, appointed for the purpofes mentioned in the fecond Refolution of the Gene-

ral Affembly, fent up to this Board the 7:h inftant, was called for, and the Re-

port read.
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The hon. William Woodley moved the fullowing amendment, and was feconded, .

that the words and figure “ g pints of corn or beans,” in the 7th line of the faid Re-

port be erafed, and in lieu thereof inferr “ 8pints of corn or beans,” which amend-

ment, upon the queftion being put, was negatived :—
‘Contents 4—Not Contents §.

The hon. James Athill moved, and was feconded, that the faid Report be now

received and approved by this Board, and upon the queition being put, it was car-

ried in the affirmative:—
Contents 8-—-Not Content 1.

The order of the day for the Board's refolving irfelf into a Committee of the whole
Board, was called for, and upon motion made and feconded, his Honour the Pre-

fident quitied his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after

fome time fpent therein, his Honour the Prelident refumed the fame: When the

Chairman reported to the Board, that the Committee had taken into confideration

‘the Refolutions contained in the Meffage from the General Affembly, fent to the

Board on the 20th inftant. That the Committee had unanimoufly agreed. to the

Refolutions numbered 17 and 1g, and had: made the following amendments in the
two other Refolutions contained in the faid Mcflage:

In numbered 18, at the end thereof, add the following words, ‘ or to any perfon
having the prior lien on the faid Slave.”

In numbered 20, after the words, “ in each Ifland,” infert the following words, ‘or

the Prefident of the Council orSpeaker of the Affembiy when there are no Veltries ;”

and afked leave to fit again, which was ordered accordingly.

_ Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report of the Committee of the
whole Board, and unanimoufly adopt the Refotutions numbcred 17 and 19, and

shat
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St. that the Board do alfo approve of the amendments made in thofe numbered 18 and
Chriftopher’s 46, contained in the faid Mcflage.
No.8. Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and his
Inclofure Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

(3-) By Command,
E. Mocre,

Council Chamber, 21{t March 1798. . Clerk of General Council,

Thurfday, March 22, 1798.
Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly :

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

_ Gentlemen,
THIS Board has taken into its confideration, the joint Report ofthe Select Com-

mittee, appointed for the purpofes mentioned in the fecond Refolution of the Gene-
tal Affembly, fent up to this Board the 7th inftant, and approved the fame.

' , Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 22d March 1798. Cleik of General Council.

Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly:

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen, .
This Board concurs unanimoufly with your Houle, in the numbered 17 and 19 of

the Refclutions contained in your Meffage of the 2oth inttant; and alio concurs in the
numbered 18 and 20 of the Refolutions contained in the fame Mcff.ge, with the
following amendments, which are now fubmitted to your confideration.

1n numbered 18, add the following words at the end thereof—* or to any perfon
having the prior lien on the faid Slave.”

Jo numbered 20, after the words, “ in each Ifand,” infert the following words, * or
the Prefident of the Council or Speaker of the Affembly, when there are no
Vettries.”

Signed, by Command,
. E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 22d March 1798. Clerk of General Council.

The Order of the day for the Board's refolving itfeif into a Committee of the
whole Board, was called for, and upon motion made and feconded, his Honour the
Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and afier
a fhort time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame; when the
Chairman reported to the Board, that the Cominittee -had taken into confideration
the Refolutions contained in the Meffage from the General Affembly, fent to this
Bea.d on the 21ft inftant, and that the Committee had agreed to tue fame; and
afk-d leave to fit again, which was ordered accorcingly.

Ordered, That this Board do adopt the faid twoRefolutions, and that the fol-
lowing Mcffage be feat to the General Affembly:

His Wonour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Genilemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen,
.__ This Board concurs with your Houfe, in the two R<folutions contained in your
Meffage of the 21ft inftant.

- Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 22d March 1798. Clerk of G.neral Council. -

The
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The following Meffage from the General Affembly was received, and read:

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour
the Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe has entered into the following Refolution, and is now fent for the
confideration of your Board.

Refolved 23, That in cafe any white or free coloured perfon fhould beat or ill-
treat any Negro or other Slave not belonging to him or her, or to take away from
any fuch Slave by ferce, or without his or her confent, any article or articles what-
foever, for which fuch Slave hall produce a ticket from his or her Owner or Direc-
tor, authorizing him or her to fell or poffefs, or any article or articles which the faid
Slave is aushorized by the laws, ufages, or cuftoms of the faid IMand wherein he or
fhe refides, to fell or poffefs, or fhould pull away from any Slave, knock down, or
{catter any grats, vegetables, or other articles or things as aforefaid, or otherwife
interrupt, intermeddle with, or annoy fuch Slave in the peaceable exercife of any
legal right or privileges limited to him cr her by his or her Owner or Diredtor, that .
then and in fuch cafe, upon compl.int made by fuch Owner or Dire&tor, without
oath, to any Juftice of ti: Peace in or near the parith where the offence may be
committed, fuch Juftice fould be authorized to order fuch perfon to appear before
him andanother. Juftice, to anfwer to fuch complaint; and in cafe the two Jultices
vpen fuch examination fhou'd find it nece Mary, from the want of evidence, they
ought to be authorized to examine fuch perfon or perfons upon his, her, or their
own oaths, as to fuch complaint; and upon conviction of any of fuch offences afore-
faid, the faid two Juttices ought to be authorized to infil any penalty not exceed-
ing £.20 current money, to be recovered by a fummary mode of proceeding;
and in cafe fuch perfon or perfons fhouid refufe to obey the order of fuch Juftice of
the Peace, and make default, or fhould refufe to make oath as to fuch complaint
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againft him, her, or them, when required by thefaid two Juftices, or to anfwer fuch -
queftions upor cath, as the faid two Jultices fhould think proper to afk him, her, or
them, fuch perion or perfons fo making default, or refufing to make oath, or an-
fwer fuch queftions as aforefaid, fhould ftand convicted of the offence as charged

~ againft him, and fuch Juftices fhould be authorized to infli&t fuch penal:y not ex-
ceeding £. 20 as aforefaid, as they in their difcretion fhould think proper, and fuch
Juftices fhould be authorized to commit fuch perfon cr perfons refufing or negle&-
ing to pay fuch penalty, to the common gaol of fuch Ifland, for any time not exceed-
ing three months; and fach Juftices fhould be authorized to deliver and pay into the
hands of fuch Slave or Slaves the penalty fo impofed, as a compenfaiion for the
injury received.

Affembly Room, 22d March 1798: Fobn Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the above Refolution be referred to the Committee of the whole
Board.

The following Mefizge from the General Affembly was received and read:

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour
the Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe, in anfwer to your Meffage ofthe 19th of March, have agreed to the
Several amendments propoied therein by your Board.

Affembiy Room, March 22, 1798. Fobn Burke, Speaker;

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o'clock; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
. E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 22d March 1798. Clerk of General Council.

119. “riday,
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Friday, March 23, 1798.St. . .

Chriftopher’s FITS Honour the Prefident laid before the Board the following Letter from his
 

- No. 8.
Inclofure

Go)

: Honour the Commander in Chief, enclofing a copy of Sir William Young’s Letter
to.his Honour the Prefident of Antigua, with the Report accompanying the fame,
which, after having been read, were ordered to be entered upon the Minutes.

(2. Sirs o, ..
‘have the honour to enclofe you an authentic copy of Sir William Young’s

Letter, and the Refolutions entered into by the Society of Weft India Proprietors in

Parliament, which I have. procured from Mr. Prefident Byam, agreeable to
~ the Refolution of the General Council on that fubje&t5 which you will be pleafed to

lay before the Board of General Council.
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your moft obedient, and
moft humble Servant, .

ee . , Robert Thom/on.
Stapleton’s, March 23, 1798. .

Tothe Honourable Richard les, Efq.

$9, Harley Street, London, June 7th 1797.
Sir,

. AS a Proprietor and Planter in Antigua, and deeply interefted in the profperity
of that IMand, and of the Weft India Colonies ingeneral, I feel it incumbent on
me, in duty and regard, to tranfmit the grounds on which myfeir and others, at the
fame time having eftates in the Weft Indies, and being Members of the Britith
Houfe' of Commons, proceeded in fupporting Mr. Charles Eihis’s motion on the
Slave Trade, and efpecially the fituation of the Negroes in our Iflands. [ think I
cannot better ftate the grounds ofconduct, than by tranfmitting a Report of the
Committee of a fociety which we have thought it neceffary ar this crifis to infticute,
confifting of Members in either Houfe of Pariiament, being landholders in the Welt
India Iflands. . mo
We thas have been enabled to a& in concert, and hitherto have, in confequence,

acted with uniform fuccefs.. ~ .
I have likewife.taken the liberty to tranfnit pamphlets, containing the fubftance of

debates on that interefting queftion, and which have been colleced. with fome
care. i tee : . .

Having had a perfonal knowledge in the years 1791-2, of the general kind at«
tention of Maiters to their Slaves, and fecling the highcft refpect for the great abi-
lities and integrity of the gentlemen I prefume to addrefs, through the honour of
your communications, | have little to add tu the Documents which accompany this

- Letrer. |
But I cannot omit the declaration, that, on every ground of paft experience in Par-

liament, from the fi:it agitation of the queftion I advert to, and from all fpeculation
on the furure that my mind can reach, it appears to me indifpenfably neceffiry to
take fome fteps in our Colonies by Legiflative provifions, touching the fituationof
Ne,roes in refpect to fociety, and to promote a natural increafe of their population,
and thus nat only ftop for the prevent, but gradually fupercede t'e very pretenfions,
at a fu.ure ;eriod, to a mesfure cf dire& abolition of the Slave Trade by the Mother
Country, a ineaiure which would blait the root of all our fetlements of property—
change the foundations of every b:queft, loan and ‘ecurity - turn every mortgage
into an annuity onthelives of. Negrocs—inftitute a general f\ftem of ‘foreclofures
and dzpieciating our cftates, preclude all immediate refources, and ruin every in-*
terct. . . . ' .

I hope this fatal and fure alternative will be precluded. I hope ’ere next Winter
Seffiens of the Beitihh Patlia net, to be favoured with a copy of fuch Aé&, 18 the
witiom cFcour, Colosial Leg flacure fhall fugg-ft, in concurrence with the Addrefs
of che Zduale of Commons, and His Majefty’s directions in confequences

| Feeling
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Feeling the ftrongeft intereft in the profperity of the colony of Antigua, I be
you to confider this Letter as the effufion of zealous attachment, and fo in kindnefs Chritophers
reprefent it. With due refpeét and regard, I have the honour tc be,

Sir, your faithful humble fervant, oo
(Signed) — *W. Young.

The Prefident of the Council of Antigua,

Your Committee having been appointed to take into confideration, whether any
and what fteps fhould be taken refpecting the Slave Trade, are unanimoufly of
opinion, that fome meafures ought. to be taken in Parliament by the Weft India
Proprietors on that fubje€t, and they are led to this opinion by thé following con-
fiderations: ; oo.

ift. Ibat the repeated difcuffion of the abolition of the Slave Trade in Parlia-
ment, may produce confequences of the utmoft danger to the Colonics, and that if
an Act for this purpofe fhould ever pafs the Britifh Parliament, it will be fatal to
them. ,

ad. That the queftion of abolition will continue to be agitated year after year,
ard as often as the forms of the Houfe permit, and that neither the Houfe of Com-
mons ner che Country in general will fuffer it to reft, “till fume fle;s have been
taken which may afford them reafon to helieve, that every regulation has been
adopted which is confiftent with the fafety of the Colonies.

. 3d. That many perfons of great weight and character, though con‘cious of the
danger to be apprehended from the meafures propofed by Mr. Wilberforce, have
fuppo: ced, and will continue to fupport them, becaufe ro mode of conduct at all
compatible with their ideas of humanity has been propofed as an alternative.

4th. That, on the other hand, many perfons who have hitherto oppofed the mea-
fures of Mr. Wilberforce, will feel themfelves.under the neceffiry of fubmitting to
them, unlefs fume plan of regulation fhall be brought forward. .

_ sth. ‘Yhat there is reafon tobelieve, that befides Mr. Wilberforce’s: Bill, there
will be propofed fome more fpecious plan ofmoderate reform and gradual abolition,
which will meet with very general fupport, and that it is of the utmoft importance
that fuch a plan fhould be anticipated, becaufe the Weft India Proprietors, from
their local knowledge, are theonly perfons to whom the formation of it can be
fafely entrufted, .

6th. That, confequently, for the joint purpofes of oppofing the plan of Mr. Wil-
berforce, and eftablifhing the character of the Welt India body, it is effencial that
they fhould manifett their willingnefs to promote atively the caufe of humanity, by
fuch fteps as thall be confiftent with fafety to the property of individuals and the
general interefts ofthe Colonies. . .

Convinced, however, that the Colonial Legiflatures are alone qualified to sudge of,
competent to enact, and able to enforce, any internal regulations, your Committee,
with a view of reconciling thefe confiderations with the neceffiry of fome proceeding
in Parliament, futmit to you, that ametion to the following effect thould be made
as your general opinion :

“ That an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that His
« Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions, that it be recommended to
* the Governors of His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, to adopt fuch
« meafures, in concurrence with the Councils and Affernblies of each Colony, as
“ fhall tend to regulate and controul the importation of Slaves from Africa; and
“ by obviating the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of Ne-
“ proes already in the IMands, fhall render that trade lefs neceffary, and ultimately
“ Jead.to its termination; and further, with a view to the fame effect, the adoption
* of every meafire which may conduce to the moral and religious improvement of
“ the Negroes, and promote their happinefs by fecuring to them the certain, im-
‘© mediate, and active protection of the Law, and at the fame time affuring His
“ Majelty, that this Houfe will concur in whatever meafures may be conducive to
© the attainment of thefe objects.” . A
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At a Meeting held on Wednefday December 14th, 1796.
Prefent.

Sir Richard Gamon, Mr. G. W. Thomas,
Mr. Nefbitr, Mr. B. Edwards.
Sir Charles Bunbury, Mr. Lufhington,
Mr. Charles Ellis, Mr. Mitchell,
Mr. Barham, Lord Lavington,
Sir William Young, Mr. Macdonall,
Mr. Manning, Mr. G. Ellis,
Mr. Praed, Sir G. Webfter Vaffal,
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Tudway,
Mr. Colhoun, Sir George Thomas.
Mr. Petrie,

The Report of the Committee, appointed to confider whether any and whatfteps
fhould be taken refpeéting the Slave Trade was read.

Refolved ift, That the faid Report is highly approved of,
ad, That Mr. Charles Ellis be requefted to make the motion approved of, and

that he give notice that, on an early day after the recefs, he will make a motion oa
the fubject of the Slave Trade, and the fituation of the Negroes in the Iflands.

3d, That Mr. Ellis and Sir William Young do wait on Mr. Dundas, and fub-
mit the motion to his confideration.
-4th, That the Committee have leave to fit again, and report on fuch meafures as

may be deemed further advifable, and that they be authorized to communicate with
Minifters on the fubject.

Mr. Petrie then moved, That out of refpect to the Legiflatures of the Iflands,
the Committee be requefted to communicate to the Agents of the different Iflands
the intended motion, with a view that they may tranimit the fame to the different
Committees of Correfpondence.-—Ordered.

Ordered, That the foregoing Letter and Report be referred to the Committee
_of the whole Board.

The Order of the day being called for, and upon motion made and feconded, his
Honour the Prefident quitted. his feat, and the honourable Thomas J. Cuttle took
the chair, and after a fhort time fpent therein, his Honor the Prefident refumed the
fame; when the chairman reported co the Board, that the Committee had taken
into confideration the Refolution contained in the Meffage from the General Affem-
bly, fent to the Board on the 22d inftant, and that the Committee had unanimoufly
agréed to the fame, and afked leave to fit again, which was orderedaccordingly.

Ord<red, That this Board do unanimoufly adopt the faid Refolution, numbered
23, and that the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly:

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly,

Gentlemen,
This Board unanimoufly concurs with your Houfe in the Refolution numbered

23, contained in your Meffage of the 22d initant. .
Signed, by Command,

E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 23d March 1798. Clerk of General Council.
“The honourable Richard Hetherington informed the Board, that he had his

Honour the Commander in Chief’s leave of abfence for a fhort time, and that as
"his intention was to return by the ea:lieft opportunity, fhould the General Council
continue to fit, he hoped it met with the approbation of the Board. When, upon
motion made and feconded, it was

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the indulgence of leave of abfence for
a fhort time, granted by his Honour the Commander in Chief to the honourable
Richard Hetherington. °

Eis



LEEWARD ISLANDS. 1

His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Efonour the Com-
mancer in Chief’s directions to adjourn ‘till Monday. the 26th inftant, at twelve
o’clock.; and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly. ,

By Command,

Council Chamber, 23d March 1798. Clerk of General Council

| Monday, March 26, 1798.
THE Order of the day was called for, and difcharged ; and ordered that the

Chairman have leave to fit again.
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn ‘till to-morrow, twelve o'clock d shi

Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly. ocks and fis
By Command,

E. Moore,
Council Chamber, 26th March 1798. ‘Clerk of General Council.

Tuefday, March 27, 1798.
The following Meffage from the General Affembly was received, and read:

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council,

THIS Houfe has entered into feveral Refolutions, and are now fent for the con-
fideration of your Board. ,

That it appears to this Houfe, that the following caufes principally tend to im-
_ pede the natural increafe of population among the Slaves, viz.

Refolved 1ft. The greater number of males than females imported from Africa.
ad. The number cf abortions arifing from different caufes.
3d. The number of deaths within che firft month after birch.

qth. The unneceffarily protracted time-ufually beitowed by mothers to the aurfing
of their infants. .

That, in order to obviate the above caufes—

Refolved, That fo heavy a tax ought to be aid on the importation of aged and
infirm mate and female Slaves, as to amount, in fa&, to a prohibition.

Refolved, That abortions frem to arife principally from the pregnant women

being allowed to ab‘ent themfelves from ali work, and from the eye of the Pro-
prietor or Manager, the moment they declare their pregnancy, becaufe they then

ramble about getting into broils, and carry too heavy burdens for themfelves and
others to market; and, in fome inftances, from being kept to improper work, or

being improperly punithed: That,therefore, every female Slave when pregnant,

ought to be conftantly on the eftate, either in the field (where fhe ought not to

do aay other work than weeding, or any other light work, or taking care of the
young children whofe mothers are at work) or about the houfe of the Proprietor

or Manager, and that no pregnant woman ought to be punifhed in any other man-

ner than by confinement. a
Refolved, That every Proprietor or Manager ought to have on the plantation

under his care, a commodious and diftin@ward in the hofpital or elfewhere, which

fhall be appropriated folely for the ufe of lying-in-women, furnifhed with proper

convenjences for their accommodation ; and that the Proprietor or Manager ought

to take care thar the women are furnithed with proper food, clothing for the infant,

and fuch other things as are ufually provided in lying-in-hofpitais for women under

fimilar circumftances. ;

Refolved, That with refpet to the time of weaning children, this Houle is of

opinion, that nothing effectual can be done by law; but that when the caule is

pointed out, there is reafon to hope, that the.Proprietor or Manager will take every
means in thcir power to obviate it.

Affembly Room, 27th March 1798. Fobn Burke, Speaker.

119. Ordered,
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Ordered, That the foregoing Refolutions be referred to the Committee of the whole
oard,
The Order ofthe day being called for, his Flonour the Prefident quitted his feat,

and the honourable Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after a fhort time fpenc
therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported
fome progrefs, and afked leave to fit again ; which was ordered accordingly. .

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, 12 o’clock ; and his Honour
the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
E. Mocre,

‘Council Chamber, 27th March 1798. _ Clerk of General Council.

. Wednefday, March 28, 1798.
THE Order of the day being called for, his Honour the Prefident quitted his feat,

and the honourable Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after fome time fpent
therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported,
that the Committee had taken into confideration the caufes affigned, and the Refolu-
tions contained in the Meffage from the General Affembly, fent to thisBoard on the
27th inftant, and had agreed to the fame with feveral amendments, which the Chair-
man fubmitted te the Board, and afked leave to fit again; and it was ordered ac-
cordingly.

Ordered, That this Board do unanimoufly adopt the amendments reported to
have been agreed to by the Committee of the whole Board, to the Meffage from the
General Affembly fent to this Board the 27th inftant; and that the fame be fent to
the General Affembly in the following Meffage:

‘His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen,
This Board concurs with your Houfe in the caufes affigned as principally tending

- to impede the natural increafe of population among the Slaves, and the feveral Refo-
lutions contained in your Meffage of the 27th inftant, with the following amend-
ments, unanimoufly adopted by the Board; and which are now fubwnitted to your
confideration. .

After the words, * from Africa,” infert “ No, 2. The vague, premature, and un-
re{trained connection of the fexes among young Slaves.” And alter the Numbers
“2,3, and 4,” into © 3, 4, and 5.”

After the word, “ That,” omit the words, “ fo heavy a tax ought to be laid upon the
importation of,” and infert the words, ‘a tax ought to be laid upon all male Slaves
‘imported in any of the iflands of this Government, where the number of female Slaves
does not exceed the number of males, and to be fo heavy upon.”

After the word, “ prohibition,” infert the following words:
._ © Refolved, That every Proprietor ought to be compelled to give every male and
female Slave, who live together peaceably as man and wife, one dollar each, once in
every year that they fhall fo live together, and alfo as foon as any female Slave hall
have fix children living, born during the exiftence of fuch conneétion, provided the
man fhall not die before, or by any other fimilar connection with a Slave if one man
fhall die, the youngeft of which thall be feven years of age; the Maiter ought not to
oblige fuch female io do any other than light work.”

, Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber 28th March, +798. - Clerk of General Council.

A verbal Meffage from the General Affemblv, acquainting the Board, That that
Hou‘e had read three times and paffed a Bill, intituled, “ An A@ for making fome
“ provifion for the Secretary or Clerk, and other Officers of the General Council
«© and General Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, now affembled in the
“ Iland of Saint Chriftopher, during their fitting, and for printing the Journals of the

“ fai
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« {zid. General Council and GeneralAffembly,” and defired the concurrence ofthe
General Council thereto.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do lie on the Table.

The following Meffage from the General Affembly wasreceived, and read:

H.

St.
Chriftopher’s

Proceedings
of the
General
Council.

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the ©
Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe agree to the amendments propofed by your Board, to the Refolu-
tions fent from this Houfe yefterday.

Affembly Room, 28th March 1798. Fobn Burke, Speaker.

The following Meffage from the General Affembly was received, and read :

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe have entered into feveral Refolutions, which are now fent for your
confideration. .

Affembly Room, March 28th 1798. Fokn Burke, Speaker.

ift. That it is the opinion of this Committee, it is impracticable, if it were even pru-
dent, to endeavour to compel the Slaves in thefe Iflands to adopt and conform them-
felves to any religious citablifhment; but that they may be brought gradually to a con-
fiderable degree of religious knowledge by attention on the part of. their Mafters
and the Clergy, evidently appears from the great fuccefs that has attended the pious
exertions of the Moravian and other Miffionaries in the feveral Iflands of this Go-
vernment, whofe mode of inftruétion and difcipline, feem to be particularly adapted
to the minds and capacities of their- hearers, and who take great pains to inculcate
upon them as a principle of religion, the neceffity of conjugal fidelity; feverely and
publicly reprimanding fuch as are guilty of infidelity, and fometimes excluding them
from their chapels until they have amended their concuct: bur that no Proprietor
ought to be allowed to reftrain in any manner the Slaves under his direétion from
receiving religious inftruction, or the rite of baptifm, from any qualified pe:fon who

may voluntarily or otherwife engage himfelf in fuch an undertaking: and that the
regular Clergy in each IMand, ought to be enjoined to baptize all fuch Slaves who

may offer themfelves for that purpofe, in the Church, after the performance ofdivine
fervice, without any fee or reward, unlefs thev fhall have reafon to refule fo doing on

account of the ignorance or ill charaéter of the perfon fo requiring to be baptized;

and thai ia all fuch cafes the Clergy ought to endeavour, by exhortation and inftruc-
tion, to qualify fuch perfons as they may fo rejeét, to be thereafter received into the

faith of Chrift’s churci.
od. That as the mariage of Slaves cannot give any particular right either to

the contracting parties or to their children, it doth not appear to this Committee to

be neceffary or even proper, to prefcribe the celebration of any religious rite in

order to fanctify a contract, the faithful performance of which muit or is rather to

be wifhed than expeéted, left the violation of facred vows be too often added to the
crime of infidelity.

3d. That in any Bill which may be framed for carrying into effcé& fuch of the
Retolutions of. this Committee as have been, or hereafter may be approved by the

Houle, it will be proper and neceffary to infert a claufe or claufes for the appoint-

ment of proper perfons, whole particular duty fhall be to attend to the due execu-
tion of the law:—And that the perfons fo appointed ought to be invefted with

fuch powers and authorities, as may be neceflary to enable them effectually to per-
form their fuid office.

ath. That in order to eftablihh a fure and fufficient credit for the fubfiftence of

Slaves upon eftates, where the Owner, Renter, or Poffefior fhall be in bad or doubt-

ful circumftances, and without either money or produce to make immediate pay-

ments, it ought to be provided, That all fupplies furnithed for the food and rai-
ment
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merit of. Slaves-upon eftates and plantations, and for medical alfiftance, within twelve
months antecedent to their being taken out of the powrr or pofleffion of the per=

Ordered, That the foregoing Refolutions, No, 1, 2, 3, and 4, be referred to the
“Committee of the whole Board.

Ordered, That this.Board do adjourn ’till to-morrow, twelve o'clock; and his
-Honour the Prefideat adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
LE. Moore,

Council Chamber, 28th Mareh, 1798. ‘Clerk of General Council,

Thurfday, March 29, 1798
ORDERED, That the Bill, inticuled, * An A& for making fome provifion for

** the Secretary or Clerk and other Officers of the General Council and G«neral
*« Aifembly of the Leeward Charibbee IMands, now affkmbled in the Mla:d of
“¢ Saint Chriftopher, during their fitting, and for printing che Journals of the ‘id
*©’General Council and General Affembly,” be now read for the-firft time, and the
fame was read the firft time accordingly. -

Ordered, That the faid Bill be read a fecond time to-morrow.
- The Order of the day being called for, and, upon motion made and feconded,
bis Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the honourable Thomas J. Cottle
tock the chair, and sfier fome time {pent therein, his Honour the Prefident re-
fumed the fame: When the Chairman reported, that theCommittee had taken into
confideration the feveral Refolutions fent to the Board by the General Affembly on
the 28th inftant, and had agreed to the three firit of fuch Refolutions, and ordered
the laft to He.on the Table for further confiderasion, and afked leave to fit agains
which was ordered accordingly.

Ordered, That this Board do approve of the Report frem the Committee of the
«whole Board, and that the following. Meffage be feat to the General Affembly, and
ithe fame was fent accordingly. '

‘His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlesien of the Gencral Affembly.

Gentlemen, ,
This Board concurs in the three firft Refolutions contained in the Meffage re-

ceived from your Houfe yefterday, and although we entirely approve the principle of
the laft Refolution, we are of opinion that it will be nore proper to br introduced into
-a diftin& Bill, together with a provifion for preventing Slaves trom teing liable to be
feparared from the cftates to which they are attached, or from their families and connec-
‘tions: becaufe we conceive that a Law which would fo materially alcer the nature of all
rfecurities which creditors now have on Weft India property, could not properly be
‘paffed without a fufpending claute, which, if added to the Bill, to be for.ned in coa-
Mequence of the Refclutions that have been adopted by the two Houles, would too
‘Jong delay the operation of the many falutary provifions contained therein; in con-
‘fequence of which, a Member of this Board has already: given notice of his inten-
ition to bring forward a Bill to comprize the ebje“is above ftated; which Bill is now
in a great flac of forwardne!s, and will be tuk-n into confideration by this Board
vwithout delay.

Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

‘Council Chamber, 29th March, 1798. Cierk of General Council.

‘Ordered, That the two following Refolutions No. 6 and to, being two of the
- ‘Refolutions directed to be fubmitted to the Committee of the whole Board for taking
into confideration the ftaté and condition of the Slaves, at the Meeting of this
Board on the 6th inftan:, benow reads and the fame were read accordingly.

No. 6.
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No. 6. Refolved, Thatit would contribute much to the comfort, and happinefs
of Slaves, were they to beattached to the foil by enjoying an uninterrupted right
therein.
No. to. Refolved, Thatit is highly neceffary to adopt proper means. for fecuring.

to any perfons who. fhall fell any quantity of food and raiment for the proper fup-
port of anySlaves, aprior lien on any plantation or freehold, or on fuch Slaves, to
the amount of their demands, as the apprehenfion of lofing their debts by a pre-
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ference of formerliens, may prevent Merchants and others fromaffording the fup- -
plies effentially neceffary to the maintenance of the Slaves.
The honourable James Athill, in confequence of notice previoufly given, moved

for leave to bringina Bill upon the ground of the foregoing Refolutions, which.
was feconded, and leave given accordingly: and ordered that the honourable
Thomas J. Cottle, the honourable Sir Patrick Blake, and the honourable Edward
Byam Wyke, be appointed to affiftinbringingiin the faid Bill.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn *till_ to-morrow, twelve o'clock; and his
Honour the Prefident acjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
, E. Moere,

Council Chamber, 2gth March 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Friday, March 30, 1798.
THE Order of the day being called for, and upon motion made and feconded:
Ordered, That the Bill for making fome Provifion for the Officers of the General

Council and General Affembly, &c. be now read a fecond time ; and the faid Bill
was read a fecond time accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftapd for commitment on Tuefday next.

Thefollowing Meffage from the General Affembly was received, and read:

"The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to: his Honour
the Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe are forry that your Board has not concurredin our laft Refolution of
vefterday, and we beg leave to obferve that we are ftill of opinion, thatir will be
better to comprize the fpirit of the faid Refolution in the Bill now preparing by a ~
Committee of this Houle, as we conceive the faid Refolution very materially con-
tributes to the principal object cf the Biil.

Affembly Room, 30th March 1798. Fobn Burke, Speaker.

Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly:

Bis Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Geatlemen of the General Afiembly.-

Gentlemen,
As the Meffage received this,day from your Houfe does not contain any anfwer

to the principal part of our Mcflage ofyefterday, and particularly as nothing therein
contained, tends to do away. the reafon on which our opinion was founded, we are
forry that we cannot alter that opinion, more efpecially as we conceive the two
objects mentioned in our former Meffage ought not to be feparated, fince both
equally, in our opinion, contribute to enlarge the comforts of the Slaves.

Signed, by Command,
- E. Moore,

Council Chamber, joth March 1798. Clerk of General Council.

The Order of the day for the Board’s refolving itfelfinto a Committee of the
whole Houfe, was difcharged; and ordered, that“the Chairman have leave to fit
again.
=

His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Cont-
119. mander
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mander in Chief’s dire€tions to adjourn till Tucfday the 3d of April next, at twelve

o’clock; and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly.
By Command,

E. Moore,

Council Chamber, goth March 1798. Clerk of General Council,

Tuefday, April 3, 1798.

THE Order of the day being read, for the commitment of the Bill, intituled,

& An Ad for making fome Provifion for the Officers of the General Council and.

« General Affembly, &c.” And upon motion made and feconded, his Honour

the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle teck the chair, and

the faid Bill being gone through, claufe by claufe, his Honour the Prefident re-

fumed his feat at the Board; when the Chairman reported feveral amendments to

the faid Bill, which were read and approved of by the Board.

Ordered, That the {aid Bill, with the amendments, be read a third time to-morrow.

The Order of the day for the Boards’s refolving itfelf into a Committee of the

whole Houle, to take into confideration the ftate and condition of Slavery in the

Leeward Iflands, was ditcharged;and ordered, that the Chairman have leave to fit

” Ordered, That this Board do adjourn ’till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and his.

Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
, By Command,

E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 3d April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

. Wednefday, April 4, 1798.

THE Order of the day being read, the Bill, intituled, «* An A& for making

« {ome Provifion for the Officers of the General Council and General Affembly, &c.”

with the amendments, was read the third time.

Ordered, That the faid Bill, with the amendments, be now paffed this Board, and

fent down to the General Affembly in the following Meffage; which was done ac-

cordingly.

Elis Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the

Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen,

This Board has read and paffed the Bill fent up from your Houfe, intituled, « An

“ A& for making fome Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk, and other Officers of

the General Council and General Affembly, &c.” and has made therein feveral

amendments therewith fent, to which the Board defires the concurrence of your

Hovfe.
Signed, by Command,

E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 4th April, 1798. Clerk of General Council.

In the firfl fetion, inftead of the words “ fix pounds twelve fhillings,” infert the

words “ five pounds,” and inftead of the words “ fixty-fix fhillings,” infert the

words * fifty fhillings.” ;

Leave out the whole of the recital, and the enating part of the fecondclaufe,

and infert the following words :— .

“And whereas it has been ordered, that the votes and proceedings of both the

« fyid Houfes of Legiflature fhould be printed from time to time, Be it, and it is

hereby enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon or perfons fully

« authorized to print or caufe to be printed, the votes and proceedings of the faid

General Council or General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, as they thall from

time to time be given to him or them by the faid Secretary or Clerk of the

«¢ {aid General Council and Clerk of the faid General Affembly, properly attefted

“*-by them, fhall be paid for fuch fervice, the fums agreed. upon between him
oo “ or
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te or them, and the perfons authorized by the General Council and the General

« Affembly to make fuch agreements.” And in the laft fection inftead of the

word “tenth,” infert the word “ twelfth” and inftead of “ one,” in the laft line

of the fecond folio, infert “ two” and inftead of ‘the remaining tenth-part,”

the fecond line of the third folio, infert the words, ‘ two twelfth-parts,” and in

the Jatt line but two, of the fecond folio, after the word printer,” infert ‘ or

rinters.” .
PU The Order of the day for the Board’s refolving itfelf into a Committee of the

whole Board, to take into confideration the ftate and condition of the Slaves in

the Leeward Ifands, was difcharged ; and ordered that the Chairman have leave to

fit again.
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn ’till to-morrow, twelve o’clock; and his

Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
By Command,

E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 4th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

. - Thurfday, April 5, 1798.

ORDERED, That the Order of the day be difcharged, and that the Chairman

‘have leave to fit again, -

His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-

mandcr in Chief’s directions to adjourn, till Monday the gth Inftant, at 12 0’Clock ;

and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly. oo
Signed, by Command,

. — E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 5th April 1798. Clerk of General Council,

. . Monday, April 9, 1798.

ORDERED, That the Order of the day be difcharged, and that the Chairman

have leave to fit again.
His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-

mander in Chief’s dire€tions to adjourn till Wednefday the rith inftant, at twelve

o’clock; and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly.
By Command,

'  E. Moore,

Council Chamber, gth April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Wednefday, April 11, 1798.

ORDERED, upon motion made and feconded, That the honourable Edward

Byam Wyke have leave to bring in a Bill, intituled “ An A& to prevent the Im-

_ portation of Bafe Coin, and to fix the weight of Gold Coin to pafs current within

_ € the Iflands of this Government;” and the faid Bill having been brought in accord-

ingly, ic was, upon motion made and feconded, |
Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read for the firft time, and the fame was read

accordingly.
Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for a fecond reading to-morrow,

" Ordered, That the Order of the day for the Board’s refolving itfelf into a Com-

mittee, be difcharged. Lo
Ordered, That-this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock ; and his Honour

‘the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.
By Command,

E, Meere,

Council Chamber, 11th April 1798. Clerk ofGeneral Council.

Thurfday,
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. . oo Thurfday, April 12, 1798.
THE ‘Order. of the day being called for, and read, it was upon motion made and

feconded,
Ordered, That the Bill, intituled, * An A& to prevent the Importation of Bafe

_ © Coin, &c.” be now read for the fecond time; and the faid Bill was read accord-
ingly. ; .
“Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for commitment on Monday next, the 16th

inftant.
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-merrow, 12-0’clock; and his Honour

By Command,
. E. Moore,

‘Council Chamber, 12th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Friday, April 13, 1798.
HIS Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-

mander in Chief's cirections to adjcurn till Monday the 16th inftant; and declared
that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly.

By Command,
a E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 13th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Monday, April 16, 1798. °
A VERBAL Meffage from the General Affembly, attended by their whole Houfe,

to his Honour the Commander in Chief, informing him, that, in confequence of their
late Speaker, the honourable John Burke, having, by permiffion, reGgned his feat,
and returned to Antigua, they had proceeded to make choice of another Speaker,
and begged leave to prefent the honourable Oliver Yeamans Afh, Efquire, whom
they declared to have unanimoufly chofen as Speaker; and his Honour having figni-
‘fied his approbation thereof, the ufual oaths of government were adminiftered to,
and the teft fubfcribed by the Speaker, who then made the ufual demand of freedom
of debate and privileges, in the name and on the part of the Speaker and the General
Affembly, as is exercifed by tle Commons of Great Britain.
The Speaker and the Gentlemen of the General Affembly then returned to their

own Houfe.
Here his Honour the Commander in Chief was pleafed to retire from the Board.

| The Order of the Day being read, ic was upon motion made and feconded, or-
dered that the Board do refolve itfelf into a Committee, when his Honour the Pre-
fident quitted his iezt, and the’ honourable Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and
“after fome time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame; when the
Chairman reported that the Committee had gone through, clavfe by clauf, the Bill,
intituled, “ An A& to prevent the Importation of Bafe Coin, &c.” with the feveral
amendments fubmitted by him to the Board.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read, with the amendments, and the fame was
read accordingly, and approved of by the Board. -

Ordered, That the faid Bill be ingrofied, and reada third time to-morrow.
A verbal Meffage from the General Affembly to the General Council, acquainting

the Board, that their Houfe had read three times and paffed the four following Bills,
defiring the concurrence of this Board thereto, viz.
A Bill, inticuled, “ An A@ for making fome Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk

and other Officers of the General Council and General Affembly of the Leeward
*¢ Charibbee Iflands, now affembled in the Ifand of St. Chriftopher, during their
“ fitting, and for printing the Journals:of the faid General Council and General
“ Affembly:”
A Bill, intituled, “ An A& more effectually to provide for the Support, and to

“* extend certain Regulations for the Proteétion ofSlaves, to promote and encourage
“ their Increafe, and generally to meliorate their Condition.”

A Bil
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A Bill, intituled, “ An A& to admit, upon conditions, white, perfons profeffing
«¢ the Roman Catholic religionin the Leeward Iflands, to all the rights andprivileges

enjoyed by Proteftant fubj:ts within the tame,” And,
A Bill, inticuled, “ An A& co reftrict the colleGion of the 4! per cent. duty,

« pranted to His Majefty on the exportation of the-produce of the Legward Charibbee
«¢ Iflands.”

O:dered, That the * A& for making fome Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk
«¢ and other Officers of the General Council and General Affembly,” be read the
firft time; and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now rejected by thisBoard, and that a Meffage to
theGeneral Affembly, informing that Houfe thereof, be fent to-morrow.

Ordered, That the “Act more effectually to provide for the Support ofSlaves, &c.”
‘be now read for the firft time; and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faidBill be read a fecond time to-morrow.
Ordered, That the * Act to admit, upon conditions, white perfons profeffing the

« Roman Catholic religion, to the rights of Proteftant fubjects, &c.” be now read
for the firft time; and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be read a fecond time to-morrow.
_ Ordered,’ That the “ A& to reftri€t the coliection of the four and half per cent.
duty, &c.” be now read for the firft time, and the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be read a fecond time to-morrow.
Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o’clock ;. and liis

Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.,
By Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 16th April 1793. Clerk of General Council.

‘Tuefday, April 17, 1798.
THE firft Order of the day being called for,it was, upon motion, ordered, That

the following Meffage be fent to.the General Affembly, and the fame was fent
accordingly.

His Honour the Prefident and GeneralCouncil, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen,
This Board has read and rejected the Bill, intituled, “ An A& for making fome
Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk and other Officers of the General Council
and General Affembly of the Leeward Charbibee Iflands, now affembledin the
Ifland of Saint Chriftopher, during their fitting, | and for printing the Journals of
the faid General Council and General Affembly.”

Signed by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 17th April 1798. Clerk ofGeneral Council.

The next Order of the day being read, the hon. James Athill moved, and was
feconded, that the Bill, intituled, « An AG to prevent the Importation of Bafe Coin,
&c.” do now pafs this Board, and that the fame be fent with a verbal Meffage to the
General Affembly, defiring the concurrence of that Houfe thereto; and upon the
queftion being put, it was carriedin the affirmative.
The faid Bill was thereupon paffed, and fent to the General Affembly ace

cordingly.
The next Order of the day being read, it was ordered, that the “ Ac to reftri& the

collection of the four and half per cent. duty, &c.” be now read a fecond time; and
the fame was read accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for commitment to-morrow.
Ordered, That the other two Orders-of the day, for a fecond reading of the * A&

“* moreeffectually to provide for the Support of Slaves, &c.” and the “ A& to ad-
** mit, upon conditions, white perfons profeffing the Roman Catholic religion to

119. ; “© the
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« the rights of Proteftant fubjects,” be difcharged, and that the faid two Ads: be
read a fecond time to-morrow.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, ten o’clock; and his Honour
the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 17th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Wednefday, April 18, 1798. —
THE firft Order of the day being read, it was, upon motion made and feconded,

ordered, That the Board do refolve itfelf into a Committee, when his Honour the
Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and
after foe fhort time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the ‘ame;
when the Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through, claufe by
claufe, the Bill, inticuled, “ An A& to reftri&t the collection of the four and half per
cent. duty, &c.” without amendment,

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for a third reading on Friday next.
_ The next Order of the day for reading a fecond time, the ** Act to admit, upon
€ conditions, white perfons profeffing the Roman Catholic religion, to the rights
© of Proteftant fubjedis, &c.” being called for, the faid Bill was read a fecond time
accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for commitment to-morrow.
The Order of. the day being called for reading a fecond time the © A& more

effectually to provide for the Support of Slaves, &c.”” the fon. William Woodley
moved, and was feconded by the hon. Edward Byam Wyke, that the faid Bill do
lie on the table, amd be taken into the. confideration of this Board at the next Sef-
fions cf the General Affembly;and upon the queftion being put, it was negatived;
and the faid Bill was thereupon ordered, and read a fecond time accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now committed to the Committee of the whole
Board, when his Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J.
Cottle took the chair, and after fome time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident
refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported progrefs, and afked leave to fit
again; which was ordered accordingly, ,

His Honour the Prelident here informed the Board, that private Bufinefs of im-
portance had (though very reluctantly) compelled him to apply to his Honour the
Commander in Chief, for leave of abfence, which his Honour had been pleafed to
grant, whereupon the Board fignified its approbation thereof.

Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, twelve o'clock; and his
Honour the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly.

By Command,
E. Mecre,

Council Chamber, 18th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Thurfday, April 19, 1798.
_ HIS Honour the late Prefident having left the Ifland, in confequence of the
leave of abfence granted; and the honourable Andrew Hamilton, being by writ
of mandamus under the royal fignature, the fenior Councillor, was, by his Honour
the Commander in Chief’s directions, called to the chair; and having taken the ufual
oaths of government, and fubfcribed the teft, his Hfonour thereupon took his
feat as Prefident of the Board accordingly. Here his Honour the Commander in
Chief withdrew.
The firft Order of the day for the Board’s refolving itfelf into a Committee, on the

«© A& to admit, upon conditions, white perfons profeffing the Roman Catholic
religion, to the rights of Proteftant fubjects,” being read, his Honour the Prefident
quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the chair, and after fome fhort
time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the fame; when the Chairman

reported
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reported that the Committee had gone through the faid Bill, claufe by eclaufe, with-

out amendmenr. .

Ordered, That the faid Bill do ftand for a third reading to-morrow.

The next Crder of the day being read, for the Board’s refolving itfelf into a Com-

mittee on the * A&t more effectually to provide for the Support of Slaves, &c.’ his

Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas J. Cottle took the

chair, and after fome time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident refumed the

fame; when the Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the faid

Bill, claufe by claufe, and adopted the following amendments, viz.

out In the firft claufe, in lieu of the words “feven pints of rice,” read “ fix pints

of rice.”
,

ad. In the feventh claufe, after the word “ woollen,” infert the words “or ofnabrigs,”

and after'the word ‘‘ ofnabrigs,” infert ** or woollen.” , ”

_ 3d. In the twenty-fixth claufe omit the word “ compel” in the 7th line, and infert

the words “ earneftly recommended to.” ,

And upon the, faid three feveral amendments being read at the Board, the hon.

James Athill moved, and was feconded by the hon. John Taylor, Thar the faid amend-

ments be rejected by the Board; ard upon the queftion being put, it was carried in

the affirmative.
Contents: The hon. James Athill,

The hon. John Taylor,
The hon. Thomas J. Cottle,

The hon. Andrew Hamilton.

Not Contents: The hon. Sir Patrick Blake,

The hon William Woodley,

The hon. Edward Byam Wyke.

The hon. James Athill then moved, and was feconded by the hon. Edward Byam

Wyke, that the provifo, fufpending the operation of the Bill, inticuled, “An Ad

more effectually to provide forthe Support of Slaves, &c.”” until His Majefty’s plea-

fure is known, be rejeéted 5 and upon the-queftion being put it was negatived.

Contents: The hon. James Athill,

. The hon. Edward Byam Wyke.

Not Contents: The hon. Thomas J. Cottle,

The hon. Sir Patrick Blake,

The hon. William Woodley,
The hon, John Taylor.

It was thereupon moved, by the hon. James Athill, and feconded by the hon.

John Taylor, That the faid Bill be reada third time to-morrow; and upon the

queftion being put, it was carried in the.affirmative.

Contents: The hon. James Athill,

The hon. John Taylor.

The hon. Thomas J. Cottle,

The hon. Sir Patrick Blake.

Not Contents: The hon. William Woodley,

The hon. Edward Byam Wyke.

A verbal Meffage from the General Affembly, acquainting the Board, That that

Houfe had read and paffed “ An A& for making fome Provifion for the Secretary

“ or Clerk and other Officers of the General Council and General Affembly of the

* Leeward Charibbee Iflands, now affembled in the Ifland of St. Chriftopher, during

“ their fitting, and for printing the Journals of the faid General Council and

« General Affembiy,” and defired the concurrence of the Board thereto. .

Ordered, That‘the faid Biil be now read a firft time; and the fame was read

accordingly. .

Ordered, That the faid Bill be read a fecond time; and the fame was read

accordingly.
Ordered, That the faid Bill do Rand for commitment, to-morrow.

Ordered,
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Ordered, That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, 12 o'clock, and hisHonour
the Prefident adjourned the Board accordingly. .

By Command,
E. Meere,

Council Chamber, rgth April 1798. Clerk of General Council,

Friday, April 20, 1798.

THE firft Order of the day for reading a third time the Bill, intituled “« An Act
“ to admit, upon conditions, white perfons profeffing the Roman Catholic religion in
s- the Leeward Iflands, toall the rights and privileges enjoyed by Proteftant fubjects
“¢ within the fame,” was called for, and

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read a third time; and the fame was read ac-
cordingly.. .

Ordered, That the faid Bill do pafs this Board; and the fame was paffed accordingly.
The next Order of the day for reading a third time the Bill, intituled “ An A&

* more effectually to provide for the Support, and to extend certain Regulations for
“ the Protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage their Increafe, and generally to
‘ meliorate their Condition,” was called for and read; when the hon. James Achill
moved, and was feconded by the hon. John Taylor, That the faid Bill be now read
a third time; and upon the queftion being put, it was carried in the affirmative ; and
the Bill was read accordingly.
The hon, James Achill then moved, and was feconded, That the faid Bill do now

pafs this Board; and upon the queftion being put, it was memine contradicente ordered;
and paffed accordingly.

_ The next Order of the day for reading a third time the Bill, intituled “An A& to
_ © reftri€t the collection of the four and half per cent. duty granted to His Majefty, on

** the exportaticn of the produce of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands,” was called for ;
and upon motion made and feconded,

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read a third time; andthe fame was read ac-
cordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do pafs this Board ; and the fame was paffed accordingly.
The Order of the day for commitment of the Bill, intituled, “* An A@ for making

* fome Provifion for the Secretary or Clerk and other Officers of the General Coun-
* cil and General Affembly of the Leeward Charibbee Iflands, now afiembled in the
“ Ifland of St. Chriftopher, during their fitting, and for printing the Journals of the
“* faid General Council and General Affembly,” was called for, and upon motion
made and feconded, his Honour the Prefident quitted his feat, and the hon. Thomas
J. Cottle took the chair, and after a fhort time fpent therein, his Honour the Prefident
refumed the fame; when the Chairman reported, that the faid Bil had been gone
through, claufe by claufe, inthe Committee, without amendment.

Ordered, That the faid Bill be now read; and the fame was read for the third time
accordingly.

Ordered, That the faid Bill do pafs this Board, and be returned with a verbal
Meflage to the General Affembly; and the faid Bill was paffed, and fent down to that
Houfe accordingly.

Ordered, That the following Meffage be fent to the General Affembly, and the
fame was fent accordingly:

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

_, Gentlemen,
- This Board has read and paffed, without any amendment, the following Bills, fent

up from your Houfe, which will be, by his Honour the Prefident, laid before his
Honour the Commander in Chief, for his affent.
A Bill, inticuled “ An A& more effeCtually to provide for the Support, z:d to extend

“ certain Regulations for the Protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage their
** Increafe, and generally to meliorate their Condition.”

Lo A Bill
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A Bill, intituled * An Act to admit, upon conditions, white perfons profeffing the
« Roman Catholic religion in the Leeward Iflands, to all the rights and privileges
« enjoyed by Proteftanc fubjects within the fame.”
AndaBill, intituled “ An A& to reftrict the colleétion of the four and half per cent.

«duty, granted to His Majeity on the exportation of the produce of the Leeward
‘© Charibbee Ifands.”

Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 20th April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

A motion was madeby the hon,- Sir Patrick Blake, and feconded by the hon.
Thomas J. Cottle, that the following Mefflage, with the Refolution therein contained,
be fent to the General Affembly, which was, upon the queftion being put, ordered
and fent accordingly.

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen,
This Board has entered into the following Refolution, to which they defire the

concurrence of your Houte.
Refolved, That the Bill, intituled, “ An Act more effeftually to provide for the

« fupport, and to extend certain regulations for the proteCtion of Slaves, to promote
“and encourage their increafe, and generally to melioraty tieir condition,” be
printed as foon as it receives the alfent of his Honour the Commander in Chief,

and that his Honour and each Member of the General Council and General Affembly,
be furnifhed with a copy of the fame.

Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 20th April 1798. Clerk of General Council,

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.

This Houfe concur with your Board, that the Bill intituled, * An Ad more
* effe@ually to provide for the fupport, and to extend certain‘regulations for the
** protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage their increafe, and geicrally to
“ meliorate their condition,” be printed as foon as his Honour the Commander in-

Chief has given his affent thereto, and each Member of the General Council and
General Affembly be furnifhed with a copy of the fame.

. Oliver Y. Afo, Speaker.
Affembly Room, 2oth April 1798.

The following Refolution was, upon motion made and feconded, fent to the General
Affembly in the following Meflage:

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen ofthe General Affembly.

Gentlemen,
This Board has entered into the following Refolution, to which they defire the

concurrence of your Houle: ;

Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to draw up an Addrefs to bis Honcur

the Commander in Chief, to ftate to his Honour, that a Bill has paffed the two

Houfes of General Affembly, to refttid the collection of the four and half per cent.

_ duty, humbly to reprefent to his Honour, that this Houfe derive a confident hope,

that he will be pleafed to give his confent to the faid Bill, from a conviction,

-arifing from his pat condu€t, that he has fincerely at heart the interefts of the

Hands at prefent under his government, to flate to hisHonour, that the four and

half per cent. duty, operating partially upon the inhabicants of thefe Iflands, which

are peculiarly liable to the dreadful effets of dry weather, and burthened with in-

tolerable debts, is felt as the greateft oppreffion; that his Honour’s giving his confent

to the Bil, will not give it the immediate effect of a law, nor have any effect on the

1196 revenue
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revenue of His Majefty, unlefs His Majefty fhould be gracioufly pleafed to confirm
it; that therefore, we are not fenfible of any poffible injury that can arife from his
giving fuch confent; that, on the other hand, if his Honour fhould fo far difegard
the interefts of thefe Iilands, and the humble entreaties of this General Adembly, as
to refule his confent, the Bill never can have the effect of a law, even though His
Majefty fhould be difpofed to take our oppreffed condition into his royal confider-
ation, and to have given his conient to the Bill; and that a General Affembly may
never meet again, {fo that we may for ever be debarred of an opportunity of laying
our grievancesat the foot of the throne, with any profpect of having them redreffed.
That there are fo many ways lefs partial and oppreffive, in which the fum derived
from the faid duty may be reimburfed, fo that His Majefty’s revenue may ast be
in the leaft diminifhed; that we humbly conceive, as there is no reafon whatever for
his Honour to withhold his confent, he will not hefitate to do a thing which may be
productive of the higheft advantages to thefe IQands. And that the Houle of Af-
fembly may be requefted to join this Board in the faid Addrels.
And if your Houfe agree to the foregoing Refolution, the Board has named the

honourable James Achill, the honourable Thomas J. Cottle, the honourable Sir
Patrick Blake, and the honourable Edward Byam Wyke, as its Committee, to join
fuch Committee as may be appointed by your Houfe for the above purpofe.

- Signed, by Command,
E. Moore,

Clerk of General Council.

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour the
Prefident and General Council.

Council Chamber, 20th Apnil 1798.

This Houfe concur with your Board, in the appointment of the Committee to draw
up an Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chief, agreeable to your Meilage;
‘and the Houfe has appointed Mr. Lightfoot, Mr. Daniell, Mr. Mardenbrough, Mr.
Caines, Mr. Whitehall, and Mr. W. Furlonge, jun. as its Committee to join the
Members of your Board for fuch purpofe.

Oliver Y. Ah, Speaker.
- Affembly Room,:2oth April 1798.

The following Refolution was, upon motion made and feconded, agreed to, and
ordered to be entered upon the Minutes.

Refolved, That his Honour the Prefident be requefted to inform his Honour the
Commander in Chief, that the General Council and General Affeinbly with to prefent
an Addrefs to his Honour on Monday next, on the fubjeét ef a Bill which has paffed
both Houfes, for reftricting the collection of the four anda half per cent. duty; and
defire his Honour to ftate, whether it will be convenient to him to be in town on
Monday, to receive the Addrefs, or where and at what time he will receive it,

The following Refolution was, upon motion made and feconded, fent to the
General Affembly in the following Meffage:

Bis Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
. Gentlemen of the General Affembly.
Gentlemen, ;

This Board has entered into the following Refolutions, to which they defire ‘the
concurrence of your Houfe :

Refolved unanimoufly, That a Committee be appointed to prepare an humble
Addrefs to the King, to thank His Majefty for having been gracioufly pleaféd to give
directions to the Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iflands, to recommend to the
Councils and Affemblies of the different IMands under his Government, to adopt

. fuch meafures as thould appear to them beft calculated to obviate the caufes that have
hitherto impeded the natural increafe of the Negroes in thefe Iflands, to lead to their
moral and religious improvement, and to fecure to them the certain, immediate, and
active protection of the law; to affure His Majefty, that his dutiful and loyal fub- -
jects, the General Council and.General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, have
been impreffed with the moft fincere anxiety to proceed with effect, but at the fame
ime with neceffary caution, to enact the moft falutary provifions to promote Fis

Masjefty’s
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Majefty’s gracious and beneficent intentions. To affure His Majefty that the con-

.duét of the Planters in general which refpect their Slaves, has been fuch, as to leave

them no ground to apprehend any iil effects from the minutelt fcrutiny, but that,

fenfible of the deficiency ofthe laws in the different Iflands of this Government, to

afford certain protection againft evil minded perfons, the General Council and General

Affembly have cheerfully proceeded to pafs a law, fuch as we truft will convince His

Majefty, that we are zealoufly difpofed to promote all the purpofes which His Majelty

has been pleafed to recommend to us, and to affure [is Majefty, that we will be

ready at all times to make fuch farther regulations as we may find to be neceflary.
Humbly to ftate to His Majefty, that the General Council ancl General Affembly

of the Leeward Iflands, feeling ourfelves moft grievoufly opprefied by the collection

of the dutv, eommenly known by the name of the Four and Haif per Cent. Duty,

collected in all the Ifands of this Government, upon the exportaticn of our ftaple

commodities, could not omit the prefent opportunity, when we are collected

together, to lay at His Majefty’s feet the partial and oppreffive nature of that duty,
operating, almoft exclufively, upon the inhabitants of thete [flands, which are, from a

variety of circumftances, the leaft productive of any of Elis Majefty’s fugar colonies,

and producing a neat revenue in no degree equal to the buithens impofed by chat

duty on us, while a much larger revenue might be derived from Weit India articles

imported into Great Baitain, which, operating over the whole Weft India body, would

be but little felt by any, and fo His Majefty’s loyal fubjects of thefe INznds would be

relieved from a grievous, partial, and oppreffive burthen, without any injury whatever

to His Majefty’s revenue. That on thefe confiderations, we have proceeded to pa‘s a

Bill to reftriG the colle€tion of the faid duty, with a claufe therein, declaring, that the

faid Bill thall not have the effect ofa Law until His Majefty’s gracious approbation

thereof hath been fignified; that we have humby folicited his Henour the Commander

in Chief for the time being, to give his affent to the faid Bill, and that we truft and

hope that His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give his affent, if the Bull faouid

be forwarded for fuch affent. And that if the Commander in Chicf fhoutd decline to

pafs the faid Bill, humbly to requeft His Majefty to be gracioufly pleafcd to inftruct

the Governor or other Commander ia Chief of thefe iflands, to give his affent to

fuch Bill or Bills at fome fucure time, as may be paffed either by a General Affembly

of the Leeward Iflands, or by the feparate Legiflaturesof each Ifland, for the purpofe

of reftricting or finally abolifhing the collection of the faid duty.

Humbly to reprefent to His Majefty the great difficulty which the inhabitants of

thefe I@ands labour under, in procuring the neceflary provifions for the fupporc of

their Slaves, from the reftridtions laid upen the American trade by the laws of Great

Britain; and earneflly to entreat His Majefty to inftruct the Governor or other Com-

‘mander in Chiefofthefe ands, to permit us to export Sugars in fuch foreign veffels

as are or may be from time to time allowed to enter our ports with provifions, in

prt payment of the faid provifions, as the {carcity of money in thefe Iflands is fo

great, that, without fuch permiffion, we may be reduced tothe urmoft diftrefs for the

neceflariesof life. And this Board has appointed for fuch purpofe, the fame Com-

mittee as named to prepare the Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chief.
Signed, by Command,

E. Meere,

Council Chamber, 2oth April 1798. Clerk of General Council, .

The Gentlemen of the General Affembly, to his Honour

the Prefidencand General Council.

This Houfe concur with your Board, in the appointment of a Committee to

prepare an humble Addrefs to His Majefty cn the fubject of the Refolutions of

your Board: And have appointed the {ame Committee as named to prepare the

‘Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chief, for that purpofe.

Oliver Y. Afb, Speaker.

AffemblyRoom, 2cth April 1793.-

, His
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His Honour the Prefident informed the Board, that he had his Honour the Com-

Chriftopher’s pander in Chief’s directions to adjourn ’till Monday next the 23d of April, at
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twelve o’clock; and declared that this Board do ftand adjourned accordingly.
By Command,

E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 2oth April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

Monday, April 23, 1798.

- THE honourable the Chairman of the Committee, appointed to prepare an

Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chief, reported to the Board, that the

fame was prepared, which being read, was, upon motion made and feconded, ordered,

That the faid Addrefs be approved, and fent down to the General Affembly in a
Meflage from the Board.

To the honourable Robert Thomfon, efquire, Commander in Chief
for the Time being, in and over all His Majefty’s Leeward:
Charibbee Iflands in America, Chancellor, Vice Admiral, and

Ordinary of the fame, &c. &c. &c.

The Addrefs of the General Council and General Affembly
of the Leeward Iflands.

May it pleafe your Honour,
We His Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fulyects, the General Council and General

Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, duly convened at the town of Baffeterre, in the

Ifland of St. Chriftopher, beg leave to addrefs your Honour on a fubject of the greateft
importance to the welfare of thefe IMands. oo,

Full of confidence in your Honour’s attachment to the intereft of your Govern.
ment, and difpofition to co-operate with the other branches of the Legiflature,
actively to promote them, a confidence derived from your long refidence in this
IfMand, and your paft conduét in the adminiftration of the Government, we humbly
hope, that a Bill, paffed after the moft mature deliberation, by the General Council
and General Affermbly, to reftri& the collection of the four and half per cent. duty
in thefe Iflands, will meet with your Honour’s hearty concurrence and approbation,
and that your Honour will do whatever may be in your power to recommend the
fame to His Maje‘y’s royal favour.

With the greateft deference to your Honour’s fuperior judgment, we humbly con-
ceive the following reafons will be a fufficient juftification for your complying with
the ardent withes of the General Reprefentation of all the Iflands forming this Govern-
ment. The duty now intended to be reftricted, hath been collected for confiderably
more thata century paft, almofl exclufively in thefe Iflands, and we have experienced,
for a long feries of years, that the profperity of the Iflands hath been gradually
diminifhing, juftly imputable, we conceive, among other calamities, to the payment
of this partial and oppreffive tax, while other more flourifhing fifter Colonies have
been fortunately exempted from the fame. At the fame time your Honour need
not be told, that of all the Sugar Colonies thefe Iflands are, from a variety of
circumftances, leaft able to bear any exclufive burthen. Far lefs is it neceffary for
us toimprefs upon your Lonour’s mind, that this Bill, fhould ic be finaly paffed
into a law, wil! not affect His M-jefty’s revenue, which we would on no account,
efpecially at this time, propofe. We need not, however, point out the various modes
whereby a fum might be levied upon a!l Weft India commodities imported into
Great Britain, equal to the neat revenue arifing from the four and half per cent.
duty, which, operating upon all the Colonies equally, would relieve thefe !Mands
from the grievance fo long complained of, without being much felt by any other of
His Majefty’s fubjects.
We defire your Honour to be affured, that we have been induced to avail ourfelves..

of the pretent cpperiunity, fo propitioufly ofered to us, to frame this law, as the
moft certain and eff-Gual, perhaps the only mode of obtaining His Majefty’s royal
favour; we cannot but hope that your Honour will not, by witabulding your

confent
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confent to the Bill, deprive us in one moment of every profpect of removing fo
intolerable a burthen. For fhould yourHonour fo fardifregard the interefts of thef
Iflands, and the entreaties of the General: Council .and General Affembly, as to
reject the Bill, it never can be pafled into a Law, even though His Majefty fhould -
be gracioufly pleafed to think favourably of the defires of his taithfyl fubjects in this
Government; whereas if your Honour fhould fo far comply with the wifhes.of the
people over whom you prefide, as to give your confent, the Bill will not have che
effe&t of a Law, for it can only be from His Majefty’s gracious affent, that we are
to expect the attainment of this object.
As therefore there docs not appear to us that there is or can be any juft ground

for your Honour to deny your affent to the Bill in queftion, and as on the other hand

there are fo many and tuch prevailing reafons to induce you to pafsir, as far as
depends on your Honour, we cannot permit ourfelves to doubt but that your
Honour will feel a cordial fatisfaction in gratifying the defires of His Majefty’s loyal
fubjects of thefe Iflands, and concurring heartily with the General Council and

General Affembly in fo effentially promoting their interefts.
_ Andrew Hamilton,

.Prefident of the General Council.
Oliver Y. Af,

Speaker of the General Affembly.

The Chairman of the fame Committee then reported and laid before the Board
the Addrefs to His Majeity, which being read was, upon motionmade and feconded,

fent down to the General Affembly, together with the Addrefs to his Honour the

Commander in Chief, in a Meffage from the Board.

To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty.

The humble Addrefs of the General Cvuncil ard General Affembly
of the Leeward Ifands.

Moft Gracious Sovereign,

H.
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Chriftopher’s

Proceedings
of the
General
Council.

WE Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeats, the General Council and General.

Affembly of Your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands in America, beg leave to offer

our fincereft thanks to Your Majetty, for having been gracioufly pleafed to dire the

“Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iflands to recommend to the refpective

‘Legiflatures under this Government, to adopt fuca meafures as fhould appear to

them beft calculated to obviate the caufes that have hitherto impeded the natural

_increafe of the Negroes in thefe Iflands, to lead to their moral and religious improve-

ment, and to fecure to them the certain, immediate, and active protection of

the law.
We humbly affure Your Majefty, that the feveral Iflands within this Government,

readily complied with the invitation of the Commander in Chief in forming the

General Council and General Affembly, which have been convened, and have been

impreffed_ with the utmoft anxiety to proceed -with effect, but at the fame time with

the greateft cauticn, to enact the moft falutary provifions to promote Your Majefty’s

moft gracious and beneficent purpofes.
We can with confidence affure Your Majefty,. that the conduct of the Weft India

Planters in general, with refpect to their Slaves, has been fuch as ta leave them no

grourid to apprehend any ill effects from the mizuteft {crutiny; bu, fenfible of the

deficiency of the Laws in the Ifands of this Government to afford certain protection

againft evil wiinded perfons, we have cheerfully proceeded to pafs a Law, fuch as,

we truft, will convince Your Majefty that we are zealoufly difpofed to promote the

humane obje€ts Your Majefty has been pleafed to recommend'to us. my
We can with truth affure Your Majefly, that no opportunity, no circumftances

(which may at any time enable us to make further provifions to fecure to every

pérfon in this Government the certain and immediate protection of the Law, in pro-

portion to their improvement in religion and morality) fhall be neglected3 but we

muft at the fame time declare, that we have been and are actuated by motives of

rrg. . humanity
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and not with any view to the ‘immediate termination of the Slave

Trade. | Y

With the greateft humility we prefume to ftate to Your Majefty, that the right of

-procuring labourers from Africa has been fecured to Your Majefty’s faithful fubjects in

“the Weft Indies, by repeated Acts of the Britifh Parliament and Royal Proclamations,

ors have been induced to fettle in thefe Colonies under the moft

folemn promifes of this (abfolutely neceffary) affiftance: We therefore never can

abandon, or do any thing that may render doubtful, this effential right; at the fame

time we have the firmeft reliance on Your Majefty’s parental affection, that this right

will remain inviolate, fo long as we fhall continue to be faithful to Your Majefty,

and true to the allegiance we owe to the Crown of Great Britain.

We beg leave further humbly to ftate to Your Majefty, that (feeling ourfelves

mott grievoully opprefied by the collection of the four and half per cent. duty, in

the Iflands within this Government, upon the exportation of our ftaple commodities)

we cannot omit the prefent opportunity to lay at Your Majefty’s feet thepartial and

oppreffive nature of that duty, operating almoft exclufively upon the inhabitants of

thefe Iflands, which are, from various calamities, the leaft productive of any of

Your Majefty’s Sugar Colonies, and producing a neat revenue in no degree equal to

the burthen impofed by that duty, while an adequate revenue might be derived from

all Weft India articles imported into Great Britain, which, operating on the whole

Welt India body, would be but little felt by any, whereby Your Majelly’s loyal

fubjects of thefe Ifands would be relieved from a grievous, partial, and oppreffive

tax, without any injury whatever to Your Majefty’s revenue.

Under thefe confiderations, we have proceeded to pafs a Bill to reftrict the

collection of the faid duty, with a claufe therein, declaring that the faid Bill fhall not

have the effect ofa Law, until Your Majefty’s moft gracious approbation thereof

and that our anceft

“fhall-be fignified, to which we humbly folicit Your Majefty’s royal affent, if the

Commander in Chief of thefe Your Majefty’s Leeward Iflands fhould pafs the fame;

-and we have further to entreat Your Majefty, in cafe he fhould refufe to pafs the faid

Bill, that Your Majefty, taking into your royal confideration the diftreffed ftate of

. your loyal fubje€ts in this Government, will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions
to the Chief Governor or other Commander in Chief of thefe Ifands, to pafs any

Bill or Bills of a like tendency, that may hereafter be paffed, either: by a General

. Ifands comprized in this Government.

' Mefiage :

Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, or by the refpective Legiflatures of the different

We alfo beg leave moft humbly to reprefent to Your Majefty, the great difficulty

which the inhabitants of thefe Iflands labour under in procuring the neceflary pro-

vifions for the fupport of their Slaves, from the reftriftions laid on the American trade

by the Laws of Great Britain, and earneftly to entreat Your Majefty to inftruct Your

Governor or Commander in Chiefof the Leeward Iflands, to permit the exportation°

of fugars in fuch foreign veffels as are or may be from time to time allowed to enter

our ports with provifions, in part payment for the faid provifions, as the fcarcity of
money in thefe IMands is fo great, that without fuch permiffion our Slaves may be
reduced to the utmott diftrefs for the want of the neceffaries of life.

The following Refolution was fent to the General Affembly in the following

His Honour the Prefident and General Council, to the
Gentlemen of the General Affembly.

Gentlemen,
This Board has entered into the following Refolution, to which they defire the

- concurrence of your Houfe.
Refolved, That the Addrefs to his Honour the Commander in Chief,befigned by

the Prefident, and fent duwn to the Affembly, to be figned by the Speaker of that
Houfe, if they approve the fame. And that the humble Addrefs to His Majefty be

_ approved, and fent down to the Affembly for their approbation; ‘and that it be after-
wards engroffed and figned by the Prefident and Speaker, if approved by the Ailcm~=

bly s
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bly and that the Prefident and Speaker be requefted to forward it with a Letter to

the honourable Richard. Hawkthaw Lofack, efquire, Lieutenant General of the Lee-

ward Iflands praying, him to prefent the fame to His Majetty.

, Signed, by Command,

, E. Moory

Council Chamber, 23d April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

The following Anfwer was received from the General Affembly:

The Gentleman of the General Affembly, to his Honour the

Prefident and General Council. ,

This Houfe concur with your Board, in approving of the Addrefs to his Honour

the Commander in Chief, and alfo in the humble Addrefs to His Majefty; and that

the faid Addrefs be engroffed and figned by the Prefident and Speaker; andthat. the

Prefident and Speaker be requefted to forward it with a Letter to the honourable

Richard Hawkfhaw Lofack, efquire, Lieutenant General of the Leeward Iflands,

praying him to prefent the fame to His Majefty.
. Oliver Y. Ape,

Affembly Room, 23d April 1798. ~ Speaker.

His Honour the Commander in Chief having repaired to the Board of Council,

agreeable to his Honour’s verbal anfwer by the Marfhal to the Board, in confequence

of their Refolution conveyed to his Honour on the 2oth inftant; and his Honour

having fent a verbal meffage to the General Affembly, defiring their attendance in

the Council Chamber, and to fignify to that Houfe, that he was then ready to receive

the joint Addrefs of both Houfes. The honourable the Speaker, accompanied by the

Gentlemen of the General Affembly, attending accordingly, his Honour the Prefident

thereupon made the foregoing Addrefs in the name of both Houfes, to his Honour the

Commander in Chief, and having prefented a copy thereof, his Honour delivered the

following Anfwer thereto:—

Mr. Prefident and Gentlemenof the General Council,

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the General Affembly,

The fentiments contained in the Addrefs you have juft now prefented to me,

which are expreffive of the favourable opinion you entertain of my attachment to,

and difpofition to promote, the interefts of thefe Colonies, and of your approbation of

my paft conduct in the adminiftration of this Government, flowing from fo refpectable

a body as the General Council and General Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, cannot

fail to be highly flattering and gratifying to me; and I fhall ever retain the moft

lively and grateful fenfe of them. :

I hope youwilldo me the juftice to believe, Gentlemen, that nothing but my feel-

ing it to be altogether incompatible with my duty, could poffibly prevent my ready

compliance with your withes, by giving my affent to the Bill to reftrict the collection:

of the four and half per cent. duty.

By a reference to the 20th and arft Claufes of the Royal Inftructions, which are

in thefe words, “And you are particularly required not to pafs any law, or do any

“ aét by grant, deed, conveyance, or otherwife, whereby our revenue may be leffened

“ or impaired, without our {pecial leave or command therein.”—

The arft, “ Whereas great mifchiefs do arife by the frequent paffing of Bills of

an unufual and extraordinary nature and importance in the Plantations, which Bills

“ remain in full force there from the time of enacting, until our pleafure be fignified,

“ to the contrary: We do hereby will and require you not to pafs or give your

« affent to any Bill or Bills in any of the Affemblies of the faid Iflands under your

“ Government, of an unufual and extraordinary nature and importance, whereby our

“ pretogative, or the property of our fubjeéts, may be prejudiced, nor to any Bill or

«¢ Bills whereby the trade or fhipping of this kingdom fhall be any way affected, until

*¢ you fhall have firft tran{mitted unto us, by one of our principal Secretaries of State,

* and to our Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations for their information, the
« draft
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« draft of fuch Bill or Bills, and fhall have received our royal pleafure there.
upon, unlefs you take care in the paffing any fuch Bills, as aforementioned, that

© there be a clauie inferted therein, fufpending and deferring the execution thereof,

“© until our pleafure fhall be known concerning the fame.”—You will find by the

latcer inftruétion, that althougha difcretionary power be vefted in me to pafs Bills

of the nature therein defcribed, provided they contain a claufe to fufpend their ope-

ration until they receive His Majefty’s fanétion, yet that by the former no fuch lati-

tude is given; on the contrary, | ampatticularly required not to affent to any Bill,
which has for its objet a diminution of the royal revenue, whether it has or has not

a fufpending claufe, or however it may be modified, without His Majefty’s fpecial

leave for that purpole.
I thall, however, Gentlemen, meet your wifhes as far as it is in my power, by em-

bracing theearlieft opportunity to tranfmit copies of the Bill and of this Addrefs, and
recommending the meafure, upon the terms you have propofed, to his Grace the
Duke of Portland; and fhould J, fortunately for thefe INands, obtain His Majefty’s

gracious leave for the introduction of a Bill of that kind, at your next Seffion, it fhall
then, with the utmott readinefs and cheerfulnefs on my part, meet with my approbatio

and affent:
St. Chriftopher’s, April:23, 1798.

His Honour the Commander in Chiefwas then pleafed to make the further following
Speech to both Houfes :

“Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen of the General Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen ofthe General Affembly.

The zeal and unremitted attention, with which you have devoted your time to
the arduous and important.bufinefs you have had before you, do great credit to your-
felves, and merit the warmeft acknowledgments of the Iflands over which your
labours will extend their happy influence. The Bill you have paffed, to which I have
juft given my affens, is calculated to promote the caufe of humanity ; and, having
that for its objeét, it cannot fail to be highly acceptable to every well difpofed ‘mind.
—And though the current expences of eftates may be thereby fomewhat enhanced,
yet, if that augmentation, together with the other falutary provifions of the Bill, will
produce more comfort and happinefs to the Slaves, and be a means of increafing their
numbers, fo as to render the importation of African Negroes unneceffary, 1 truft
they will prove a full and ample compenfation.

- I cannot clofe this Seffion of the. General Council and General Affernbly, without
-returning you my moft hearty thanks, for the readinefs you have fhewn to adopt
every meafure, which, at the beginning of it, appeared to me neceffary to fubmit to
your confideration; all of which, I have no doubt, would have been carried into full
cffe&t, had not the urgency of your private affairs, at this period, called you fram
hence. , .

1 am, however, perfuaded, that whatever: remains unfinifhed of this great work,
you will, during the recefs, take into your confideration, and come prepared, when
the Seffion again commences; to give it a final completion.

It now only remains for me to recommend to you, Gentlemen, when you return to
your homes, to give your aid, by your countenance and example, to the operation of
the Bill you have already paffed in your refpe¢tive Hlands, and by narrowly watching
and obferving its effects, you will be able to difcover whether it will require any alte-
rations and amendments, -and which you will have im your power to make at’ your
next Meeting. ;

‘St. Chriftopher’s, April 23, 1798.

“The honorable the Speaker and the Gentlemen of the General Affembly hereupon
withdrew; his Honour the Commander in Chief then delivered the following Pro-~
clamation to the Marfhal, direCting him to publifh the fame forthwith ; and declared
the General Council and General Affembiy prorogued accordingly.
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By the Honourable Robert Thomfon, Efquire, Commander in Chief, Gener:
(L. S-) for the time being, in and over all His Majefty’s Leeward Cha-

ribbee Jflands in America, Chancellor, Vice Admiral, and
Ordinary of the fame, &c. &c. &c.

WHEREAS the General Council and Affembly of the Leeward {flands, met in the
Ifland of St. Chriftopher on the firft day of March laft, to confider of and prepare fuch
Laws as might be conducive to the general interefls and welfare of the whole, and
for the difpatch of bufinefs, did continue to fit from day to day (Saturdays excepted)
until this prefent day of April: And Whereas a further continuation of their fittings
might, at this feafon of. the year, be highly injurious to the private affairs of the feveral
Members compofing the faid General Council and Affembly, I do therefore, by
virtue of the power and authority in me velted, declare, That the faid General
Council and Affembly be prorogued to Thurfday the firt day of November next,
to be then holden at fuch place as fhall be appointed and notified by a further Procla-
mation: And this General Council and Affembly is accordingly prorogued to
Thurfday, the firft Day of November next, :

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, this 23d Day of
April, 1798, and in the 38th year ofElis Majefty’s reign.

By his Honour’s Command, | Robert Thomfon.

William Thomfon, Secretary..

By Command,
, E. Moore,

Council Chamber, 23d April 1798. Clerk of General Council.

 

 

No. 9.—Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon, to his
Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Saint Chriftopher’s,
toth May 1798. ;

I EIAVE the honour to fend your Grace duplicates of my Letters by His Majefty’s

fhip Alfred, Captain Totty, and likewife duplicate of the Bill paffed by the General

Council and Affembly, intituled “ An Act more effectually to provide for the Support,

and to extend certain Regulations for the Protection of Slaves, to promote and en-

courage their Increafe, aud generally to meliorate their Condition.”

No. rc. —Extract ofa Letter from his Grace the Duke ofPortland, to
"Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitehall, 26th May

1768.

" 1 HAVE laid before the King your Lecter, No. 13, enclofing your Speech to the
two Houfes of General Council and General Affembly, with their refpective Addreffes
to you in confequence thereof, with refpect to the important objects propofed for
their confideration; namely, the molt effectual means of increafing the population of
the Negroes in our Weft India IMands, promoting their welfare and happinefs, and

improving their fenfe of moral and religious duties; [ ob‘erve with the greatett fatis-
fa€tion, every meafure which leads to the attainment of objects of fuch high impor-
tance, and offo beneficial a tendency in every refpect, both as they regard the Negroes
themfelves, and the general and permanent interefts of the IMands.

£19.
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No. 11.~—Extract of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon, to his
Grace the Duke of Portland ; dated Saint Chriftopher’s,
22d June 1798. ;

I HAD the honour to receive your circular and private Letter of the 23d ofApril,
with the fuggeftions therein enclofed, which I ‘hall not fail to communicate as your
Grace has defired. .

I regret very much that they did not reach me during the Seffion of the General
Council and Affembly of the Leeward Iflands, as my being poffeffed of your Grace’s
fentiments upon the important bufinefs which gave rife to their Meeting, would have

_ enabled me to lay the fubjed& more fully and completely before chem, than I had it in
my power to do merely from my apprehenfions ofthe {cope and tendency of the Refo-
lution of the Houfe of Commons.

I however truft your Grace will be ofopinion, that I called their attention to the
principal points ofthat Refolution, and that the Bill they paffed for the melioration of
the condition of the Slaves, which I had the honour to fend your Grace, embraced
many of the objects which were contained in the faid Refolution.

Befide the various matters which I had recommended to their confideration, there
were two of the propofitions which your Grace has fuggelted that I had agitated in
the General Affembly; namely, the attaching the Plantation Negroes to the foil, fo as
to prevent their being fevered from it, and fold for the Mafter’s debts; and the ap-
pointment ofGuardians in the different parifhes, to take cognizance of, and by con-
fequence to preventall harfh and cruel treatment of the Slaves.
The firft was thrown out, becaufe it feemed to involve in it matters too extenfive for

the time they thought they could devote to the confideration of it, rather than from
any diflike they feemed to have to its principle ; and as that appeared to be the cafe, ]
am ftill in hopes of getting the Ifands feparately to pafs Acts for the adoption of that
meafure, or to carry it through at the next Meeting of the General Council and
Affembly. I will try to get this Ifand totake the lead; andifI fucceed here ingetting
them to pafs an A&t for that purpofe, 1 truft the other IMands in the Government will
be inclined to follow the example.

In refpe& to the appointment ofGuardians, your Grace will be pleafed to obferve,
that by the Law they have vefted that power in the Magiftrates, though not in fo full
and ample a manner as { could have wifhed it to have been. I believe they were a
little apprehenfive of loofening the bond between the Matter and Slave, ‘and thereby
introducing infubordinaticn in the latter. However, 1 truft there will be little occa-
fion for the interference ofaMagiftrate in fuch cafes; for as the general voice is de-
cidedly in favour of humane treatment, few will dare to incur the public odium by a
contrary conduct. . ;
How far the A&t appears to be calculated to carry into effe@ the wife and benevolent

intentions of the fioule of Commons, your Grace will be able to determine when it
comes under your review; and wherein it may feem to be deficient, if your Grace will
be pleafed to point out fuch further meafures as you may deem necefiary for that pur-
pofe, [ am pertuaded I poilefs influence enough to obtain adifpafionate confideration
of them, cither by the Affemblies of the different Iflands feparately, or by the whole
of them jointly, when they meet again, and if they are found likely to eticétuate the
ends propofed, I have no doubt of their being readily acceded to.

I have the fatisfaction to obferve to your Grace, that one fentiment feemed toper-
vade the whole of the Members who compofed the General Council and Affembly,
which was, a fincere defire to adopt fuch meatures as they thought would tend to
make the Negroes happy and contented, and thereby promote the defired object of
increafing their numbers by propagation.

Before I conclude, I will beg leave to obferve to your Grace, that as the great ob-
jects of the Refolution of the Houfe of Commonsoflaft year, feemed to be left to the
Colonial Legiflatures to carry into execution, and as it would tequire time to deter
mine whether, by any means that could be devifed, the number of Slaves could be
kept up without importation, the agitation of the queftion of abolition again this year
was rather unexpected by the people of this country.
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No. 12.—Extraé&t of a Letter from Prefident Thomfon to his Grace Chriftepher’s
_ the Duke ofPortland; dated St. Chriftopher’s, 28th June

1798.

IN addition to what I had the honour to mention to your Grace on ‘the fubjec&
of the Negroes in the Colonies, I beg leave to obferve, that befides the eftablithed

Clergy of the Ifands, there are Moravians and Methodift minifters fettled in all of

them, for the purpofe of affording moral and religious inftruction to the Negroes,

and their congregations are very numerous. ,

To evince to your Grace how fuccefsful thefe Miffionaries have been in their

labours among the Leeward Ifands, I will endeavour to procure an exact account of

the number of Negroes who have been admitted into their congregations, and

tranfmit to your Grace as foon as ‘it can be obtained.

The feet of Moravians appear to be well calculated to gain the affections of the
Negroes, and thereby to inftil into their minds the principles of Chriftianity; andL

have obferved, that the Negroes of their communion are more decent and orderly

in their behaviour than any of the reft.

I have for fome years palt orderedfome fugar or rum, to be given annually by

every eftate under my direction in this Ifland, to the Miffionaries, as a {mall gratuity

for their attendance upon the Negroes, and the practice has been followed by many

others, though it has not yet been general.

It appears to me highly probable, that, in the courfe of years, every Negro in

thefe IMands will receive baptifm, and be admitted into the communion of one or

other of the religious fects.

No. 13.—Extra@ of a Le tter fromMr. Prefident Thomfon to his
Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St.Chriftopher’s,
the 20th of July 1798. |

IT makes me very happy to find that my Speech to the two Houfes of General

Council and Affembly, at the opening of their Seffion, met with His Majelty’s ap-

probation; and I flatter myfeif that he will alfo be gracioufly pleafed to approve of

the Act they paffed, for meliorating the condition of the Slaves.

No. 14.—Extraét of a Letter from his Grace the. Duke of Portland

to Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitehall, the 16th

Auguft 1798.

- ‘THE favourable difpofition which the General Council and Affembly of the

Leeward IMands have thewn, for promoting the falutary objects propofed in the Re-

folutions of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April 1797, makes me concur

with you in regretting that my circular and fecret Letter of the 23d April laft, did

not reach you during the Jate Seffton.
The provifions which the General Council and Affembly have already made for

the melioration of the flate and condition of the Negroes, afford the ftrongeft pledge

of their readinefs to adopt {uch further means as fhall be found mott effectually and

fpeedily to promote the welfare and happinefs, and confequently the population of

thefe people in the Weft Indies. You will, therefore, L imagine, have frequent

- opportunities of recommending the meafuresI fuggelted to you, to the fair and

candid confideration of the individuals who compofe the General Council and Af-

fembly, or of the Councils and Affemblies of the refpective Iflands, as may be

judged moft advitable. . ,

You are perfectly right in your conception, that the object of the Refolutions of

the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April 1597, was left to be carried into effect

by means of the Colonial Legiflatures; and it is upon this very prefumption, and

in order that it may appear that adequate meafures for attaining fo defirable an ob-
ject
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_ jet have been adopted by the Colonial Legiflatures, that I have been led to fuggeft
Chriftopher’s ‘fixch ideas, as I conceived would have an ‘immediate tendency to promoce thofe very

defirable objects.
Since writing the above I have received your Letter, N° 23, and itis with great

fatisfaction I obferve the care that is taken to inftil the principles of the Chrittian
religion into the minds of the Negroes; it is the great and leading ftep to the in-
troduction of the other meafures I have fuggefted for their benefit.

N°? 15.—Copy of a Letter from John King, efq. to Mr.
. Prefident Thomfon.

Sir, Whitehall, 7th March 1799.

I AM dire&ed by the Duke of Portland to fend enclofed His Majefty’s Order
in Council of yefterday’s date, confirming an Act paffed by the Legiflature of the
Leeward Iflands, inticuled, “ An Act more effe€tually to provide for the Support,
‘© and to extend certain Regulations for the Protection of Slaves, to promote and
*€ encourage their Increafe, and generally to meliorate their Condition.”

lam, &c.
j. King.

Mr, Prefident Thomfon.

N° 16.—Extract of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland, to Mr. Prefident Thomfon; dated Whitehall,
ift May 1799. - ,

IT gave me particular pleafure to lay before the Houfe of Commons the A& of
the General Legiflature of the Leeward IMands, for promoting the aatural increate
ofthe Negroes, and for the general improvement and melioration of their condition
in thofe IMands. The Houfe muft have feen with pleafure the conformity of the
provilions contained in that A&t, with the Refolution of the €th of April 1797, and
cannot fail to obferve, that thofe provifions muft have been framed for the exprefs
purpofe ofcarrying into effect the humane and benevolent objects pointed out by that
Refolution. 1 muft therefere confider this proceeding as a pledge, that the AG will
undergo the further confideration of the united wifdom of the General Council and
Affembly at their next Meeting; and that it will be rendered ftill more effeCtual for
attainment of the objects which it is intended to accomplith,

N°17.—Extraét ofaLetter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon,
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated Saint
Chriftopher’s, 26th O&ober 1799.

SOME difficulties having occurred to the Privy Council of Antigua, about
receiving an exemplification of the Ac for meliorating the condition of the Slaves,
which was paffed by the General Council and General Affembly of the Leeward
Ifands, for publication in that Ifland, they requefled that I would fend them the
original Act for that purpofe; but that could not be done, without a manifett rifk of
its lofs, either by the enemy or by tempeftuous weather in the hurricane feafon; for if
it had been fent to one Ifland in the Government, it muft have gone to all of them, as
each was equally entitled to receive it.

I have, however, at length been enabled to obviate all their objections, and fent
them an exemplification of the Act, under the Great Seal of His Majefty’s Leeward

~ Vflands, which the Attorney and Solicitor General were of opinion was of fufficient
validity to authorize its publication, and putting it in force in each of the IMands
within this Government; but this neceffarily took up fome time, and the Act was
not publifhed in the Ifland of Antigua until the 27th of laft month, though it had
been ia force in the other IMands above two months before that period, ©

This
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“This delay necedarily occafioned my poftponing the Meeting of the General
«Council and General Affernbly, which was to have been on the firft day of next
-month to the fecond day of March next, in order that.people may have time to dif
ecover from the operaticn of the A& wherein it may be defective, and what alteration
-and amendments may be neceffary to be made, to promote the humane ends it was
-originally intended to effet; and I beg leave to enclofe your Gyace a Copy of the
;Proclamation which I have iffued for that purpofe, .

[The Proclamation referred to is not amongft the Corre{pondence.]

 
 

Ne. 18.—Exxtrad of a Letter-from Prefident Thomfon, to his Grace
the Duke of Portland; dated St. Chriftophei’s, 22d
March 1800.

(Six Enclofures.)

‘AS the General Council and General Affembly of 1i:2 Leeward IMands had been
-prorogued to meet at Antigua, it became neceffary thai | fhould be prefent at fuch
Meeting, and [ accordingly got there previous to the time appointed; but the
Members of that Body, who were to go from the ether Ifands to Antigua, did not
affemble; and finding that they chofe to avoid the trouble and expenceofgoing from
one Ifand to another, under the idea that whatever had beenleft unfinifhed by the
-General Council and General Affembly of te importance bufinefs upon which they
chad been convened, might be done as well by feparate Aéts of the Legiflature of the
-refpective ]fands, as by a General Affeinbly of the whole, I thought a further pro-
rogation would anfwer no good purpofe.
Had the General Council and General Affembly met,- it was my intention to lay

-before them the fuggeftions which ycur Grace did me the honour to tranimit foon
after the clofe of their laft Seffion; but as their Meeting did not take place, | thall
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snow fubmit them to the confidération of the L egiflature of all che Ifans within this —
‘Government feparately, fo that by the aid of them, and the experience they have had
of the operation of the A to ameliorate the condition of the Slaves, which was paffed
by the General Council and General Affembly, they will be enabled to difcover how
far the intentions of the Houfe of Commons have been anfwered, and by feparate
Aéts of their own, attain all the benevolent objects which that Honourable Houle
had inf view by their Refotutionofthe 6th of April 1797. ;

- While I was at Antigua, and likewife at Montferrat (at which Ifaid I called in
my return here) 1 convened their Legiflatures, and in my Speech to each of them,
copies of which and their Addreffes in aniwer, I have the honour to enclofe, your
Grace will fee how ftrongly I recommended your fuggeftions to their fair and candid
.confiderations, and how favourably fuch recommendation was received, -

(1.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of 22d March 1800.
Extra&t of an Addrefs of the Affembly of the Iland of

Antigua, to Prefident Thomfon. :

WE fhall not fail to pay due attention to any fuggeftions for promoting the
awelfare of this Colony, which your Honour may think fic ro communicate, and to
adopt fuch farther regulations for meliorating the condition of our Slaves, as ftiall
appear to us compatible with that due fubordination fo effentially neceflary to the
peace and welfare of the Colony. .

(2.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of 22d March 1800. _ .
Extract of an Addrefs to the Council and Affembly of the

Ifland of Antigua. ,

AS the General Council and General Affembly of the Leeward lands have not

‘met at-the time and place appointed by their laft prorogation, it becomes neceffary
that I fhould lay before you, and the Legiflatures of the other Iflands within this

Government, fome fuggeftions on the very important bufinefs which had occupied—
their attention during their fitting, which I had the honour to receive from his Grace
‘the Duke of Portland foon after the clofe of their laft Seffion,

11g. Thefe
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ce to you the anxiety of [is Majefty’s minifters ‘te
y their turning their thoughts to a fubje& of

this nature, at a time when their minds mutt have been deeply engaged by other

‘matters of preater national import; | am therefore perluaded they will meet with

‘your moft ferious and.candid confideration.

By them, and by the operation cf the A& which was paffed by the General

Council and General Affembly, to meliorete the conditionof the Slaves, you will be

enabled to difvover how far the humane and -benevolent intentions of the Houfe of

Commons have been anfwered; and what may yet appear neceffary to be done for the

completion of fuch imporrant olyects, you can effectuate by an Act of your own

Legiflature, which I fhall more chearfully and readily jain you ia paffing for fo faluiary

2 purpofe.

‘Thefe fugzeftions will evin

(3-)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfen’s, of 22d March 1890.

Extraét of the Anfwer of the Council of the Hland
of Antigua.

SUCH fuggeltions as:your Honour may think proper for communication to us,

on the important bufinefs which has fallen under the attention of the General Council

and General Affembly, will at all times meet our beft confideration; and we truft

‘that, in our earneft endeavours to diicharge the relative duties of our ftation, His

Majefty’s minifters_ will never find caufe for abating their zeal for the promotion of

thefe Colonies; nor your Honour, during your adminiftration, will ever have reafon

to relinquith your recommendations of this Ifland to their beft offices, and to our

Sovercign’s gracious favour.

We receive great content in finding that the A& paffed by the General Council

and General Affembly, for meliorating the condition of Sleves, has had an impreffive

efle& on the humane and benevolent intentions of the Houle of Commons: what

after appear from the teft of experience as defe&tive or miftaken in the

t his Aét, we fhall be happy in contributing to remedy as far as we‘good intentions of t

confitutionally may, and hall rejoice in your affiftance to our efforts.

may here

(4.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of 22d March 1800. |

Extraét of an Addrefs to the Council and Affembly
of the Ifznd of Montferrat.

IN confequence of the General Council and General Affembly-of the Leeward

Hands not having met at the Time appointed by their aft prorogation, I fhall lay

before you fome fuge: fions which I have received from the Duke of Portland, focn

afer the clofe of their laft Seffion, by which you will difcover how muchof his

Grace’s time and attention have been dedicated to promote the prof;erity of thefe

Coionies, and which cannot fail to enfure to them your moft ferious confideration.

Thefe fugg:ftions, together with the operation of the A& which was paffed oy the

General Council and General Affenibly to meliorate the condition of the Slaves, will

point. cut to you wherein that Aé& has been deficient for carrying into full effect the

objegt contained in the humane and benevolent Refolution of the Houle of Commons,

of the 6th of April 797s and fuch deficiency, as far as it relates to this ffland, you

can fupp!y by a feparate A&t of your own Legiflature, which I fhall moft readily con-

cur with you in palling.

-(5.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of 22d March 1800.

Extract of the Anfwer of the Council of Montferrat.

AWE fhall readily attend to the fuggeftions cf his Grace the Duke of Portland, and

awill ufe our ucmott exertions to further the benevolent in:entions of the Houfe of

Commons, exprefied in their Refolution of the 6th of April 17973 and fhould we

find the A& paffed by the General Council and General Affembly, to be in any re-

{ped deficient, you may be affured our endeavours fhall not be wanting effectually

to meliocaze the condition of our Slaves.
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(6.)—In Mr. Prefident Thomfon’s, of 22d March 1800..

-Extragt of the Anfwer-of the Affembly of Montferrat.

“WE fhall not fail to pay due atrention to any fugcefticns from your Honour, for

spromoting the public good; and we fhail be always ready to make fuch laws and

regulations to meliorate the condition of our Staves as humanity dictates, 2nd which

smay be found compativie with chat degree of fubordination fo neceffary to the

speace and fecurity of the community.

 

 

No. 19.—Copy ofa Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon,
to his Grace the Duke of Portland dated Saint
Chriftopher’s, 26th March 1809.

ST. CHRISTOPHER’s. (Twenty Inclofures.)

My Lord,

IMMEDIATELY on the Receipt of your Grace’s circular Letter of the 12th

July, enclofing an Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, Iwrotea cir-

‘cular Letter to the Prefidents of the refpective IMands within this Government; copy

-of which I have the konour to enclofe. 7
With a view of obtaining an accurate account of the number of Negroes in thefe

‘Iflands, and of the births and deaths for the laft three years, in conformity to your

-Grace’s direétions and the terms of the Addrefs; I found it would be neceffary to

have Bills paffed by the Legiflatures of each for that purpofe, to compel fuch an

-account to be taken.
L accordingly got a Bill introduced in this Ifland without delay, copy of which [.

beg leave to enclofe your Grace; it was very quickly paffed by the Council and fent

to the Affembly, where, after being twice read, it was thrown out upon a divifion,

‘owing to an idea which then ftruck them, that fuch an account as had been required,

was intended to favour the abolition of the Slave Trade, and that it was preparatory

to that meafure; a fimilar Bill has however been paffed by the Affembly at Antigua,’

and is now before the Board of Council, and if your Grace ftill wifhes for fuch an

‘accurate account, as the Bi!l was meant to obtain, I hope I may be enabled to get

ahe new Affembly, which wiil be eleGted in June next, to pafs it.-

WhenI found that great delay would attend the paffing of thefe Bills in the diffe-

rent Iflands, { loft 10 time in obtaining from the public and parith Regifters of

Antigua, Nevis, Tortola, and this Iffand, an account of the number of Negroes for

three years back, diftinguifhing the number for each year, together with an account

taken from the Cultom Honfe books of each of thefe {flands, of the imports and

‘exports for the fame period of time; and from the Iflands of Montferrat and Anguilla,

an account was fent me by the Prefidents of each of them, in confequence of my cir-

cular Letter, all which I have now the honour to enclofe your Grace. °

I beg leave to obferve to your Grace, that the numbers of Negroes which are in-

ferted in either the public or parith Regifters, are all given in upon oath by the re-

fpe€tive Proprietors or Poffeffors of them, and therefore the account taken from

them, afcertains the exact number of the whole in each of the Mlands, which, if com-

pared with the imports and exports, will give the increale and decreafe upon the

wholefor the laft three years.
J have the honour to be, &c.

Robt. Thom/on.

His Grace the Dukeof Portland,
&c,. &c, &e,

(.\—In

Ti.

Se
Chrittaphes’s

No. 19,
with Twenty
Inclofarcs.
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Chrittopher’s
(1.)—InLetter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;

, 26th March 1860,

Cory ofa circular Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to
the Prefidents of the feveral [lands within the Leeward
Ifland Government; dated Saint Chriftopher’s, 18th Sep-
tember 1799.

(Circular.)

Sir,” . ’
I HAVE the honour to enclofe you copies of a Letter-from his Grace the Duke

-of Portland, dated rath July, and of an humble Addrels of the Houte of Commons
to His Majefty, of the 11th cf the fame month, and I have to requeit that you will
cufe the beft means in your power to obtain, wich the utmoft expedition, an authentic
and accurate account of the number of Negroes now in the Iland of
-and of the births and deaths upon an average for the lalt three Years, diftinguifhing
what proportion of thofe who died were born within the Ifland, or had been im-
ported more than three years b:fore; and what number of thefe that ciedhad been
imported within three years of the time of their death, in conformity ta his Grace’s
directions, and the terms of the faid Addrefs. And you will be pleafvd, as foon as
you can get fuch Account prepared, te fend it to ime, together withthe Documents
‘on which itis founded, with Duplicates thereof, that the fume may be tranfmitted
to his Grace the Duke of Portland, without lols of time, as you will fee by his
J.etter how very anxious he is to receive it.

I have.the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) Robt Thoinfor.

The Prefdents-of the feveral Iflands within
the Leeward Lfland Government.

{2.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfen to the Duke of Portland ;
26th March 1800.

An ACT for the effectual obtaining a juft and corre@
Lift of the Negro and other Slaves within chis Ifland,
and for other Purpofes therein fpecified.

WHEREAS the honourable Houfe of Commons of Great Britain did, on the
eleventh day of July, in the prefent year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred
“and ninety-nine, refolve that an humble Addrefs fhould be prefented to HisMajeity,
requefting that His Majetty would .be gracioufly pleafed to give directions to the
‘Governors of His Majefty’s Ifiands and Plancations in the Welt Indics, to tranfmit an
account, fpecifying, as far as the fame could be made up, the toral number of Negroes
an each of fuch Iflands gnd Plantations refpeCtively, and the total number of births and
‘deaths on an average of the laft three years, diftinguithing what proportion of thofe

- that died were born within fuch Ifand or Plantation, or had been imported morethan three years before, and what number of thofe that died had been imported_ within three years of the time of their deaths, together .with the Documents onwhich fuch accounts fhould be founded, in order that the fame might be laid before
:the Houfe of Commons in the next feffion of Parliament. And whereas His
Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to fignify his fpecial cammands to the Com-‘mandez in Chief of the Leeward Iflands, that he fhould, with all poMible difpatch,-caufe to be prepared in and for the IMands. under his goverament fuch an accountas above fpecified, in conformity to the terms of the Addrefs which wasprefentedto His Majefty in purfuance of the faid Refolution, and to tranfmit fach account,
without lofs of time, to his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of His Majetty’sprincipal Secretaries of State, to be laid before the Houle of Commons at theopening of the next Seffion; to the end therefore tc carry into effect His Majefty’sgracious pleafure, and to obtain a complete and accurate account of the objectspropofed by the faid Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, we, YourMajelty’s

loyal
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loyal fubjeéts, the Commander in Chicf in and over all Your Majefty’s Leeward
Charibbee Iflands in America, and the Council and Affembly of the Ifland of St.

Chriftopher, do pray Your moft Excellent Majefty that ic may be enacted, and be.
it and it is heréby enacted by the faid Commander in Chief, and the. faid Council
and Affembly, and by the authority of the fame, That every Owner, Renter, or

Poffeffor of any Slave or Slaves, and in cafe of the abfence of any Owner, Renter,
or Poffeffor, then the Manager or Overfeer, or Attorney of fuch abfent Owner,
Renter, or Poffeffor, fhall and are hereby enjoined to attend at fuch place and at
fuch time as fhall or may be hereafter appointed, by the perfons hereinafter named,

by their feveral Precepts, to be directed as hereinafter dire&ted ; and fhall then and
there give in, upon their feveral corporal oaths, a jufl and true account of the num-
ber of Slaves whicheach and .either of them feverally own, rent, or poffefs, or
which they feverally have the direction of as Manager, Overfeer, or Attorney, as

alfo of the number of their Slaves who have been born, or who have died fince the

fitft day of November, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feveh hundred and

ninety-fix, diftinguifbing what proportion of thofe that died were born within the

Ifland, or had been imported: more than three years before, and what number.of

thofe that died had been imported within three years of the time of their deaths,
‘under the penalty of one hundred pounds current money for neglecting to attend

and giving fuch account as aforefaid, having been duly fummoned as hercinafter

direted, or for wilfully giving a falfe account; fuch penalties to be levied and

recovered by warrant of diftrefs, under the hands and feals of any two Magiftrates

within the faid Ifand, dire&ted to the Provoft Marfhal of the faid Ifland, or

‘his lawful Deputy, who is hereby required and directed to execute the fame im-

mediately‘on the receipt thereof, and to fell at public cutcry the thing that fhall be

diftrained by virtue of any fuch writ of diftrefs to him or them direéted, in ten

days after fuch diftrefs fhall be made, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for
every omiffion or negle&t ; and every fuch penalty fhall and may be levicd and

recovered, upon due conviction of any fuch omiffion or neglect, before any two

Juttices of the Peace within the faid IMand, who are hereby authorized and required
to hear and determine the fame, by warrant under their hands and feals, directed to

any of the Coroners within the faid Ifland, who are hereby authorized and required

to diftrain the goods and chattels of the faid Provoft Marfhal, or his lawful Deputy,

Bg
H.
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that fhall be convicted as aforefaid, and fuch diflrefs to fell within ten days after the.

fame fhall have been made, under the penalty of being for ever difqualified from

aéting as a Coroner within the faid Ifland, after due conviction before two Magi~

ftrates of his negle€&t or omiffion to execute fuch warrant of dillrefs that fhall be

dire&ted to him as aforefaid.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That the Clergymen’ of

the faid IMand fhall, and are hereby authorized, required, and empowered, to take
fach accounts as hereinbefore required, within their refpective parifhes, and they

are hereby enjoined and required to iffue, within twenty days after the publication of

this AG, their feveral Precepts directed to fome Conftable or Conftables of the Ifland,

commanding him or them to fymmon the feveral Owners, Renters, or Poffeffors of

any Slave or Slaves within their refpeétive parifhes ; and in cafe of the abfence from
the Ifland of any Owner, Renter, or Pofleffor of any Slave or Slaves, then the

Manager, Overfeer, or Attorney of fuch abfent Owner, Renter, or Poffeffor, to

attend at fuch time and place within their refpective parifhes as fhall be appointed by
fuch Precept refpectively (the time of attendance not to exceed ten days from the

iffuing fuch Precept) and then and there to give in fuch account of their Slaves,
and of the deaths and births of fuch of their Slaves as have died within the period
aforefaid, diftinguifhing refpecting the deaths as hereinbefore required 5 and if any

‘Clergyman fhall negle& or omit to iffue fuch Precept:within his parifh or parifhes,

or to take fuch Account, and to return the fame to the Prefident of the Council, as

is hereinbefore and hereinafter direéted, he fhall forfeic and pay the fum of one

hundred pounds current money for each parith that he fhall neglect or ornit to iffue

fuch Precept in, or to take fuch Account as hereinbefore direéted; every fuch penalty

to be recovered in the like manner as is hereinbefore directed in the firft claufe of

this AG, for the recovery of the penalties in fuch claufe mentioned,
139. And
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the Clergvmen

Chrittopher’s aforefaid hall, and they are hereby authorized and required to adminiiler on oxth, in

their refpective parifhes, to every perfon who fhall give in fuch Accountas is herein-

before required, that fuch Account is a juft, correct, and trie one, in the f:veral

particulars fpecified, according to the belt of their knowledge, info: mation, or

belicf; and thall alfo return tothe Prefident of the Council of the faid Ifland, within

ten days after the day appointed for taking the fame, the Account which they thall

feverally have taken as hereinbefore dire&ted, in order that the fame might be de-

Jivered to the Commander in Chief, to be wranfmitted to His Majefty’s principal
Secretary of State for the purpole aforefaid.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every Owner, Renter,
or Poffeffor of a Slave or Slaves within the faid Ifland, and in cafe of his or their

abfence from the Hand, then the Manager, Overfeer, or Attorney of fuch abfent

Owner, Renter, or Poffeffor, fhall be perfonally fummoned to attend at fuch time

and place within the parifh where he refides or his eftate is ficuate, as fhall be men-

tioned in each feveral Precept by the Conftable to whom fuch Precept hall be
dire@ted, or by fuch Conftable leaving word with any white perfon upon the eftate,

or in the dwelling of the perfcn to be fummoned, of the time and place when and

where fuch perfon is to attend for the purpofe hereinbefore mentioned; and if any
Conftable to whom any Precept thall be direSted, thall omit or negiect to fummons

in manner aforefaid tne feveral Owners, Renters, or Poffeffors of Slaves, and ia

cafe of their abfence -from the IfMand, their Managers, Overfcers, or Attornies, to

attend at fuch time and place as fhall be fpecified in fuch Precept, fach Conftable

fhall forteit and pay the fum of twenty pounds, to be recovered ia like manner as

is hereinbefore dire&ed in the firft claufe of this A&t for recovery of the penalties

mentioned in fuch claufe; and the Conftables thall feverally receive the ufual fee

for terving their refpeCtive warrants.
And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon thall be

fued or molefted for any thing done by virtue of this Act, he, fhe, or they, may
plead the general iffue, and give this Aét and the fpecial matter in evidence for their
jottification ; and if the plaintiff or plaintiff be nonfuited or difcontinue fuch action,
“or a verdict be found againft fuch plaintiff or plaintiffs, or if judgment be awarded
for the defendant upon a demarrer or otherwife, in each and every of the faid cafes
fuch plaintiff or plainuffs fhall pay treble cofts of fuit; and this Act is hereby
declared to be a gencral law, and all Courts, Judges, and Juttices, are to take notice
thereof accordingly. .

Read and paffed sth Nov. 1799. Read in the Affembly twice,
W D. Beard, and afterwards rejected.

Clerk of Council. We Bryan,
Clerk of Affembly.

(3.)—In



343

LEEWARD ISLANDS. ot H.

(3.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thom/on to the Duke of Portland; St.

26th March 1800.
Chriftopher’s

ST. CHRISTOPHER’s. An Account of the Number of Negroes and other

Slaves, taken in the Parith ofTrinity Palmeto Point,

for the Years 1797, 1798, and £799.
 

 

YEAR N° of Negroes

. and othesSlaves,

a 15537

1798 - -| 1,508

1799 - - 1,539
 

Amount 41584.     
1 JOSEPH WARNER, Reétor and Incumbent of the parifh of Trinity Pal-

meto Point, in the Ifland of Saint Chriftopher aforefaid, Do certify that the above

Account of the number of Negroes and other Slaves, taken for the years 1797, 1798»

and 1799) from the Regifter of the faid parith, is juft and true.

In witnefs whereof I have hereunto fet my hand and feal, this 15th

day of February 1800,
(Signed) — Jofeph Warner. (L. S.)

(4.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;

dated 26th March 1890.

Years. Slaves.

1797) 2 7 7 7 7 2735+
17932 - = 7 5 te 2741S

1799, - 7 7 tt 29736-

THESE are to certify, That the number fet oppofite to each year above, is the

total amountof the annual Lift of Negroes and otker Slaves, delivered upon oath,

for the laft three years, as appears by the Parith Regifter of Saint George, Baffeterre,

Saint Kutt’s, kept by the churchwardens. Befides which, it is fuppofed that there

are from fifty and one hundred more annually, part of which belong to poor peo-

ple, who are excufed from paying taxes, and part to others who find means to evade

doing fo. R. Pemberton,

Rect ofabove Parifh,

Saint Chriftopher’s,

agth March 1800.

(5.)—In



344

H. 9 SLAVE TRADE—WEST INDIES

Se.
Chritopher’4

(5.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomf,

PORT of BASSETERRE
An ACCOUNT of the Number of SLAVES Imported into this TMland,

between 1ft January 1797 and 3ift December 1799.

 a

 

 

 

  

Date of | . . - Number
ate o Veffels Names. Matters Names. From whence, of S'aves

Entry. 1 Imported, 3

1797+

goth Jan. -| Henry - - -|H. Kennedy - -| Angola - - - 141

sth May -[ Nubby - - -| Jn°Munro - -]| Banana ~ = -| 96

237
1798. ; . el

2th June -| Harlequin - -| Jeffee Topping -| Angola. - - - 274

5th O@ober | Mary- - - »-| WaFarquhar -]| Ditto- -~ - - 181

7 455
1799+ —=

sth Jan. -| Maria- - - -|1. Phillips - -{ Angola - - - 117

 

aft Feb. -| Telegraph - - J. Maginnis - -| Ditto- - - - 135
goth April -| Succefs - - -| R.Reap- - -{ Martinique - - 0
— Three Sifters -|W"Coram - -|Nevis- - - - 18

13th May -| Enterprize - -| Jn°Brine- - -| Angola - - - 348

| =:668     =

 

Thefe are to certify, That the above is a true Account of the Number of

Slaves imported. into this Ifland, between the 1ft of January 1797 and

the 31ft of December 1799.

Given under our Hands,

at the Cuftom-Houfe, Baffeterre,
this 20th February 1800.

Geo. M. Tapfire,
Act® Coll’,

W H Male,
A&® Comp’
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to the Duke of Portland; 26th March 1800.

sAIN T CHRISTOPHER ’s.

An ACCOUNT of the Number of SLAVES Exported from this Ifand, _

between 1ft January 1797 and 31ft December 1799.

93 H.

‘ St.
Chriftopher’s

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

7 Dateof - , ’ Number

1797+ .
gth Jan. -| Pinkerton -- - E, Phillips - -{ Nevis- - - - 12

éth Feb. -| Suckeys Polly -| G. Penifton - -| Montferrat - - 32

th —- - Pinkerton - - E. Phillips - -| Nevis- - - - 30

ijth March | Mary Ann - -| M.Levy- - -| Ditto - - - - 32

106
1798. je

aift June -| Eclipfe -.- -| J. Harrifon - -| Nevis- - - - 60

{> — |May Flower - -|-C Carroll - -| Ditto- - - - 27

joth — -| Stanley - - -| M,N. Chambers | Antigua - - - 59

and Ot, ~-| Wheel of Fortune |-W" Beek - -| Nevis- - + - 53

- Scourge - - - A.G.Dow <= - Antigua - - - 93

292
1799. =<

1sth Jan. -| Two Sifters - -| D. Prudden - +] Nevis- - - - 10

_ Adive - - _|B. Turner - -| Ditto- -- + - 25

ait Feb. -| Barton - - -| A.G.Dow - -| Antigua - - - 135

4th April -] Fanny- - - -|D.T. Rivers -| St. Vincent - - 20

toth May -| Kitfey- - = - | Ja° Brown - -| Montferrat - - 54

_ Teazer .- - -{| Cha O’Brien -]| Ditto- - - - 50

_- Beauty - -.-| W™Bennet - -| Nevis- - - - 25

16th — Mary Ann - -| W"Smith - -| Dito- - - - 18

17th — =| Enterprize - -{| Jn°Prine- - - Antigua --- 13

35°

 

Thefe are to certify, That the aboveis a true Account of the Number of

Slaves exported from this Ifland, between 1ft January 1797 and 3ift

December 1799.

Given under our Hands, at the
Cuftom-Houfe, Baftterre,

acth February 1800.

119,

Signed Geo. M. Tapfrire,
Acs Coll’.

We" A. Male,

A&ct® Comp’.
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(6.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;

26th March 1800. .

An ACCOUNT of all NEGROES and other SLAVES Imported into the Port of

Saint Joun in Anticua, between 1{t January and 31f December 1799.

 

    
 

 

1797-

1gth Jan. |Sch, Walfingham |M. Chambers -} Nevis - - -| 30 NewNegroes.

| 26th — -| — Nettle- -:iR. Richardfon - |Dominica - ~-| 60 Ditto.

6th March |ShipRanger - IR‘ Rogers - “-| Africa - - ~ |150 Ditto.

26th May |— Young RalphiJofeph Gibfon - | Ditto - - - ‘230 Ditto.

1798. . — Total in 1797 - 470

gth July - |Sch. Stanley - (M..N. Chambers St. Kitt’s - -| 59 Ditto.

2gthNov. Ship Britannia - Ja’ Carfhore -| Affica- + - 1337 Ditto.

1799. — Ditto in 1798 - 396

26th Jan. |B. Pr. Royal - |B. Cornith - -| Martinique  - |110 Ditto.

rath Feb. {|Sch. Columbia - |Geo. Potter -| Dominica - -| 16 Ditto.

23d — -|— Amiable -|J.Criffen - - | Martinique ~- [130 Ditto.

26th —- -| — Succefs - |Rob. Reap - - {| Ditto - - -| 60 Ditto.

— — - (Ship Barton - |A.G.Dow- -| Saint Kitt’s - {135 Ditto.

a4th May |— Enterprize [JohnBrine - -| Dito - - -| 13 Ditto.
Ditto in 1799 - 464

1,330

Thefe are to certify, That the above is a true and faithful Account, taken from the

Cuftom-Houfe Books.

Given under our Hands, (Signed) FofiabMartin, Coll’.
4th March 1800.

W. Jervis, Comp'. —

(7-}—Ia
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(7.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland; St
26th March 1800. Chriftopher's

ST. CHRISTOPHER’s.  Parith of Saint Mary Cayon,

A LIST of Slaves, as given in on Oath, for three fucceffive years 3 Viz.

Forthe year - 1797. - - = 2,100,
_ - 1798. -© - = 2,080.
= = 1799. - = .e 2,080,

I certify the above to be a true Copy of the Parith Regifter.
. (Signed) Jofeph Barnes,

Rector of the Parifh of St. Mary Cayon,
1gth April 1800,

(8.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800.

NEVIS.. Parith of Saint James, 21ft March 1800.
I do hereby certify, That the following Statement of the Return of Negroes for

the laft three years, as given in on Oath before a Magittrate, is a true and exact
Copy; taken from the Veftry Book of the above Parifh; viz.

In - 1797. - - - - - = 2,019.
——~ -« 1798. -~ + 2 = = = 2,025.

— - 1799. - - - -~ = = 2,023.

(Signed) Sam! W™ Harman,
Rector.

N. B. The Return for the prefent year has not been given in.

(9.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800.

A LIST of Negroes in the Parith of Saint George, in the Ifand of Nevis, for
the years 1797, 1798, and 1799; taken from the Veftry Book of the faid
parith, ;

17977 - = - 2 © 2149.
1798. - = 2 = 2 2,140.

3799. - ss - 7 252576

(Signed) | WY™ Green,
Rector of the Parith of Saint George.

. (10.)—In Letier from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800.

SaintPeter, Baffeterre, in the Ifland
. of Saint Chriftopher.

The number of Negroes and other Slaves in the Parifh and Ifland aforefaid, in

the year 1797, was 2,902. ‘
In the year.1798, the number of Negres and other Slaves in the faid Parifh,

was 2,859. . ; .

In the year 1799, the number of Negroes and other Slaves in the faid Parifh,

was 2,822. .
I certify, ‘That the above Account of the numberof Negroes and other Slaves in

the Parith of Saint Peter, Baffeterre, in the Ifland of Saint Chriftopher, in the years

1797, 1798, and 1799, is taken from the Parith Regifter.

{Signes) W Davis,

aift February 18009. Rector of the faid Parifh.
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St. ,

Chriftopher’s (11.)—In Leiter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800.

A LIST of Negroes in the Parifh of St. Paul, in the Ifland ofNevis, for the
years 1797) 1798, and 1799; taken from the Veftry Book of the faid Parihh.

1797 - - - - 818.

1798 - - - - 792
1799 ~ = - > 824.

(Signed)

W™ Green,
Rector of the Parith

of Saint Paul.

(12.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800.

An ACCOUNT of the number of Negro and other Slaves within the Virgin
Iflands, in the years 1796, 1797, and 1798; taken from the Treafurer’s Books for the
Virgin iflands, this 11th March 1800.

1796 - += - = = 7,238.
1797 - & 5 = = 732946
1798 - - - - = 7,219.

Ido hereby. certify, That the above is a true Account of the number of
Slaves, appearing by the Treafurer’s Books to be within the Virgin
Iflands, in the years 1796, 1797, and 1798.

(Signed)

W™ Geo. Crabb,
Treafurer,

(13.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
' 26th March 1800

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’s, 1gth April, 1800.

Parith of Chrift Church, Nichola ‘Town.
A LIST of Slaves, as given in on Oath for three fucceffive years; viz.

For the year - 1797 = - ~ 2,102
— - 1798 2 = + 2,09!
— - 1799 - = - 2,098

I certify the above to be a true Copy of the ParifhRegifter.

(Signed)

Fofeph Barnes, |
Rector of the arith of Chrift Church,

Nichola Town, —

(14.}—In
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(14.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;
26th March 1800,

Saint Chriftopher’s, aed Feb. 1800.
A LIST of Negroes and other Slaves, taken from the Parifh Book in the Parifh

of Saint John Caritterre, for three years following; viz.

For the Year - 1797 - - = 1,814.
—_ - 1798 - - © 1,706.

— - 1799 - - > 4,712.

I hereby certify, That the above is a true Copy, taken from the Parith
Book of Saint John Capifterre, by me, ’ .

(Signed)
H. C. C. Newman,

Rector of the Parith aforefaid,
in the Ifland aforefaid.

(15.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;
26th March 1800.

MONTSERRAT.

THE Committee of the Council and Affembly of the faid Ifland, appointed to

take an Account of the total number of Negroes, and of the total number of births

and deaths, agreeably to a Requifition contained in his Grace the Duke of Portland’s

Letter to his Eionour the Commander in Chief of the Leeward Ifands, which was

laid b:fore both Houfes by his Honour the Prefident, have proceeded ia conformity

thereto, and do report, That it appears to them, from the mode annually adopted

of taking four Lifts of Slaves by lawful authority, and fram thofe not confidered

as objects of taxation, the Proprietors thereof being in indigent circumftances, that

the total number now in the Ifland collectively is 7,725.

And the faid Committee do further report, That fromthe.enquiries and the

information they have obtained, having applied tothe feveral Owners, Proprietors,

and Direétors of Negroes in the faid Ifland, the numbers of births and deaths upon

an average, for the laft three years, appear as follow; viz.

Number of births of Negroes for the laft three years - - - - - - 640

Number of deaths of Negroes for the laftthree years - - - = - = 514

Number of thofe who died, born in the IMand - - = -'- - = - 426

Number of thofe who died, imported more than three years before - - 77

Number of thofe who died, imported within three years of the time of
their deaths - - - - - - = - - = - - = = = = - © It

(Signed)
Edw? B. Wyke, Walter Morfon,
Fokn Barrey, W Danniel,
Fobn Dyer, Rob Morjon,
Thomas Underwood, Fobn Hugh Allen,

Members of the Council.

arft November 1799.

119.

H.

St.
Chriftopher’s
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Si.

Chrittopher’s

1796.

17th Nov.

1797-
rath July.

1798.

17th Sept.

26th O&.

1796.
» $th Dec.

1797-
goth Jan.

a

- x4th July

1798.
ygth Sept..

SLAVE TRADE~WEST INDIES

26th March, 1800.

IMPORTS.

Brig Rodrey, John Sillers, from the Coaft of Africa, with 124
males, 69 females, above four feet four inches; 25 males,
16 females, under four feet four inches - - - ee

Schooner Thiftle, Rob‘ Bafden, from ‘Saint Vincent’s, with 40
new Negroes: - = + = - - - - = = = = |

Lugger Greyhound, Jer. Fifher, from Martinique, with so
“new Negroes for exportation - - -« - - - = = «

Sloop Jare, Matt” Worthington, from the Coaft of Africa,
with 20 mates and g females, above four feet four inches; 36
males.and 24 females, under four feet four inches - - - «

Total

EXPORTS.

‘Sloop Jack, A. Gibbons, to St. Croix,. with 51 new Negroes,
condemned as prize, at Tortola, to His Majefty’s fhip Favourite

Schooner Betfey, 1. Lougair, to St. Thomas, with to new Negroes,
condemned as prize, at Tortola, to His Majefty’s thip Favourite

Sloop Agent, W. Wainwright, to St. Croix, with 95 new Negroes,
~ condemned, at Tortola, as recapture. to His Majefty’s thip

L’Aimable - - - - - - - = + - - 5.2.
Sloop Agent, John Gufley, to St. Thomas, with 34 new Negroes,

condemned as prize, at Tortola, to His Majefty’s thip Favourite
Schooner Thiftle, Adam M‘Aclan, to St. Thomas, with 34 new

Negroes, part of the cargo inwards 7 ee et ee

Lugger Greyhound, Jer. Fifher, to St. Thomas, with 50 new
Negroes entered in faid lugger for exportation “2 + -

Total
--Cuftom Houfe, Port of Tortola.

Thefe are to certify, That the ‘above Imports and Exports are taken
from the Books.in this office.

Tho! Thomafon, Coll’,
Jobn Pafca,.Comp'.

(16.)—!n Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland;

234

o
o
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w |
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34
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— (17.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland; St

26th March 1800. Chriftopher’s

NEVIS.
. Parifh of Saint John.

- Slaves,

4797 - = - = + 25237.

1798 - - - = - 2,278.

1799 - - = 7 = 25333:

Parifh of Saint Thomas.

Slaves.

1797 - 2 7 @ © 15794.

1798 - - = © = 1,730.

1799 = - - = = 1,665.

N. B. No Lift given in this year by W" Scarborough.

I do hereby certify, That the above are true Extracts from the Veftry Books
of the Parifhes of Saint John and Saint Thomas, in-the Ifand aforefaid.

Given under my Hand,
th March 18co,

Will” Fenes,
Redtor of St. John and St. Thomas.
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(18.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland ;
26th March 1800.

An ACCOUNT of all NEGROES and other SLAVES Exported from the Port of

‘Saint Joun in Anticua, between rft January 1797 and 3rft December 1799.

 

 
 

Date. Veffei’s Name. Matter’s Name. Where bound. Number of Slaves cleared,

1797+

26th January|Sch. Peay} J. Cameron -| Martinique ~- | 13 Seafoned Negroes.

sth March|— Poon J. Newton -| St. Vincent’s -| 30 Ditto.

1gth June -| — Walfingham| J. Morrifon -| Montferrat -| 20 New Ditto.

gift July - | — Catherine - | C. Johnfton -| St. Vincent’s -| 10 Seafoned Ditto.

ift Auguft} — Lydia - - | T. Atkins - -| Trinklad - -| 6 —

— — - |SloopBob&Kate} W. Bowman - | Ditto - - -| 8 —

8th Decem. |Brig Commerce | D. Sullivan -| Martinique -| 30 _

— — -|Sch, Two Sifters | A.Dow - -| Montferrat -| 20 _
— Total in 1797 - 137

1798.

18th January Brig Fortunatus |J. Baker - - | Demerary - -| 30 New Ditto.

sth April |Sch. Lydia - - | H.M‘Minn -| St. Vincent’s - |100 Seafoned Ditto.

roth July - |— Richard - |W. Brown ~- | Trinidad - -| 5 Ditto.

— —-|—Hawk- -| JohnEddy -| Ditto - - -| 25 Ditto,
— —«Ditto'in 1798 - 160

1799.
.22d January |Brig Venus - -| James Shaw -| St. Vincent’s - | 70 Ditto.

28th Nov. - Sch. Scourge   S. Tapper -  Trinidad - 2§ Ditto.
Ditto in 1799 - 95

—e 392
 

Thefe are to certify, That the above isa true and faithful Account; taken from the

Cuftom Houf: Books.

Given under our Hands 4th March 1800.

Antigua, Port of St. John.
(Signed) Jo Martin, Coll*

W. Fervis, Comp’
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. (19.)—In Letter from Mr. Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland; =, St.
26th March 1800, Clirifte sheste

An ACCOUNT of New NEGROESImportedinto the Ifand of
Nevis, from sth January 1797 to sth January 1800.

 

 

Date of Entry. Veffel’s and Matfter’s Names. From whence. 3 5

2%

1797-

8th: February - | Sch. Pinkerton, E. Phillips - St. ‘Chriftopher’s| 30

18th Mar..

1798.

sad June + -| Sch. Eclipfe, John Harrifon - - -| Ditto - - -| 62

Slo. Mary Ann, Mofes Levy - Dito - - = { 32

23d —— - -| Sch. May Flower, C. Carroll- - -| Ditto - - -| 27

23d Octo" “2 =| Wheel of Fortune, W" Beck - - ~j} Ditto - - -| 53

1799-

16th Jan’ - -| Slo. Adtive, B. Turner - - - -} Ditto - - -| 25

— — =: -| Slo Three Sifters, W. Coram Ditto - - 10

gth Mar. - - Sch. Succefs, R. Reap - - ~- + ~-| Martinique 50

Dito - - -| 40wzth—— + ~-| Slo. Enterprize, W. Groves -

t1th May - ~ |} Sch. Beauty, W. Bennett - - = -| St.Chriftopher’s| 25

r7th——— = -| Slo, Mary Ann, W. Smith - Ditto - - -| 18
    372
 

Nevis, 15th January 18co.

“We do hereby certify, That che above are true Extracts, taken from the
Cuftom Houfe Books of the faid 1flandof Nevis.

Ja’ Ward, Coll’.
Rich! Stanly, Comp’.

An ACCOUNT of the NEGROES Exported from the Ifland of
Nevis, from sth January 1797 to sth January 1800.

 

 

 

Date of Clearance, Veffel’s and Mafter’s Names. Whither bound. $ 2

Zz

1797-

16th January -| Sch. Walfingham, M.N. Chambers -| Antigua - - | 30

1799> ;
goth April - -| Slo, Three Sifters, W. Coram - ~-| St. Chriftopher’s| 18

48  
 

We do hereby certify, That the above are true Extracts, taken from the—
Cuftom-Houfe Books of the aforefaid IMand of Nevis.

JaWard, Coll’.
 Rich4 Stanley, Comp’.

i1g..
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| Bte - (20,)—In Letter from Mr.Prefident Thomfon to the Duke of Portland
Chriftopher’s (20) 26th March 1800, ‘

Number of Slaves inthe years - - = 1797 1798 1799.

Jn the parith of St. Ann, Sandy Point 2,188 2,128 2,240.

— — St. Paul, Capifterre- 1,953 1,890 1,939.

In the Ifland of St. Chriftopher.

Saint Chriftopher’s, 17th Feb. 1800. .

I do hereby certify, That I have examined the Lifts of Slaves given in on Oath
for the three years laft paft, in the parifhes of St. Ann and St. Paul in this Ifland,
which are recorded in the Veftry Books of the faid parifhes; and that the amount of
the faid Lifts, or the number of Slaves in each of the years and parithes aforefaid,
as it appears in the Veftry Book, is truly exhibited above.

(Signed)

William Fokn Fulixs,
Reétor of the Parifhes of St. Anne, Sandy Point, and St.

Paul Capifterre, in the Ifland of Se. Chriftopher.
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(Copy-) ,
No. 1.—Copy ofa Letter from Governor Seton to his

Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Vincent,
6th July, 1797.

My Lord,
'y YESTERDAY had the honour of receiving the duplicate of your Grace’s Letter,

circular, of the 6th of May, enclofing a Refolution of the Houfe of Commons,
of the 6th of April laft, refpe¢ting the Negroes in His Majefty’s plantations in the
Weft Indies, which I immediately laid betore the Council, and fhall lay it before
‘the Affembly on Tuefday next, for which purpofe I have {ummoned them to meet
on that day, to whofe particular attention and confideration I fhall recommend
the formation of fuch a fyftem-of meafures as may appear to them beft fuited to
the attainment of the feveral important objects which are fpecified in the Refolu-
tion ; and I fhall not fail to tranfmit to your Grace, from time to time, accounts of.
the Proceedings of the Legiflature refpecting the fame, nor to do every thing in
my power, at all times, to avail myfelf of every opportunity of cultivating and im-
proving the difpofition in the Planters and Inhabitants to promote the humane
and beneficent views which the Legiflature of Great Britain has fo eminently
manifefted in this Refolution; but, as the Mail-Boat ftays fo fhort a time at this
Ifland, it will be impoffible, by this Packet, for me to acquaint your Grace with
the refult of the deliberations of the Legiflature on this fubject.

i have the honour to be, &c.
Fa‘ Seton.

To his Grace the
Duke of Portland,

&c. &c. &e.

(Copy.) ;
No. 2.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Seton to his

Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Vincent,
tath July 1797.

(One Enclofure.)
My Lord,

HEREWITH I have the honour to tranfmit your Grace a Copy of the anfwer I
have this day received from the Council and Affembly in confequence of the com-
munication made to them of your Grace’s Letter, circular, of the 6th of May, and
fhe Refolution of the Houfe cf Commons of the 6th of April, relative to the Slave
‘Trade. .

. I have the honour to be, &c.
To his Grace the Fa Seton.
Duke of Portland,

&e. &c. &e.
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(Copy.) _
\ Copy of the Anfwer from the Council ‘and Aflembly of

St. Vincent to Governor Seton; dated rath July 1797.

(1.}—In Governor Seton’s Letter of the 12th July 1797.

His Honour the Prefident and Council, the Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Affembly, to his Exceliency the Governor in Chief:

In reply to your Excellency’s communication of the Duke of Portland’s Letter,
and the Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April, we beg leave
to obferve, that the Siave Laws of this colony are now under confideration: We
thall moft readily adopt every meafure that can be fuggefted, which appears calcu-
lated to obviate the caufes (if any exift) that havehitherto impéded the natural
increafe of the Negroes already in the Ifland, and affure YourExcellency we thall
be happy indeed if we can devife fuch means and regulations that the Slave
Trade may be gradually diminifhed, and, in time, rendered totally unneceffary.

Signed.) James Hartley, Prefident of the Council.
(Signed) Ge, Lowman, Speaker of the Affembly.

12th July 1797.

 

 

No. 3.—Extra¢ts from the St. Vincent Legiflative Council Minutes.

In Governor Bentinck’s Letter of the 2oth July 1798.

HIS Excellency communicated to the Board the following Letter from his Grace
the Duke of Portland, and Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons.

(Circular.) ,
. Sir Whitehall, 6th May 1797.
I HAVE received His Majefty’s Commands to tranfmit to you the enclofed Refo-

lutions of the Houfe of Commons, of the 6th of April laft, refpeCting the Ne-
groes in His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies; and to fignify to you His
Royal Pleafure, that you fhould take the earlieft opportunity of communicating
it to the Council and Affembly of the Ifland of Sr. Vincent, to whofe particular
attention and confideration you will recommend the formationof fuch a fy{tem of
meafures as may appear to them beft fuited to the attainment of the feveral im-
portant objects which are {pecified in the Refolution. You will not fail to tranfmit
to me, from time to time, accounts of the Proceedings of the Legiflature of your
Ifland in confequence of this communication; and I defire you will take care in
your firft difpatches, to inform me whether any meafures have been already taken
by the Legiflature of the Ifland, which may tendtopromote the purpofes expreffed
by the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons; and you will alfo be attentive at
all times to avail yourfelf of every opportunityof cultivating and improving the
difpofition you obferve in the Planters and Inhab:tants, to promote the humane
and beneficent views which the Legiflature of this kingdom has fo eminently mani-
fefted in the Refolution which is herewith tranfmitted to you.

lam, &c.
To the Governor of the Portland.
Ifland of St. Vincent.

Jovis, 6° die Aprilis, 1797.
Refolved, .

_ THAT an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that: His Ma-
jefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give direGions to the Governors of His Majefty’s
tantations in the Weft Indies, to recommend to the refpeGtive Councils and Af-

blies of the faid plantations, to adopt fuch meafures as fhall appear to them
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beft calculated to obviate the caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural

increate of the Negroes already in the Iflands, gradually to diminith the neceffity

of the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead to its complete termination, and partie —

cularly with a view to the fame effet, to employ fuch means as may conduce to

the moral and religious improvement of the Negroes, and fecure to them through-

out all the Britith Weft India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and active protec

tion of the Law; and, at the fame time, affuring His Majefty, that this Houfe

will concur in fuch meafures as will appear requifite to be taken by this Houfe for

the attainment of the fame objet.

His Excellency retired from the Board.

The following Meffage was fent to the Affembly by Mr. Glofter.

Lis Honour the Prefident and Council to the Speaker and Gentlemen of the

Affembly :

Turs Board fends herewith to your Houfe a Letter from his Grace the Duke of.

Portland, accompanied with a Refolution ‘of the Britifh Houfe of Commons.
By Command,

, Bernard,

sth July 1797. Clerk of the Council.

The Board was adjourned fine die.
_ Certified by

, Bernard,
Clerk of the Council.

~ ‘Mr. George Sharpe and Mr. Fairbairn, from the Affembly, came into Council,

and delivered the following Meflage:

The Speaker and Gentlemen of the Affembly to his Honour the Prefident and
Council:

We requeft you will appoint a Member of your Board to join Mr. George

Sh and Mr. Slater, as a Committee to addrels his Excellency the Governor on

the fubje& of his Grace the Duke of Portland's Letter, and the Refolution of the

Houfe of Commons, communicated to us by your Board this day. ,
Geo. Lowman,

11th July 1797- Speaker.

The following Anfwer was fent to the Affembly by Mr. Glafgow.

His Honour the Prefident and Council to the Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Affenabty:

Tuts Board has appointed Mr. Glofter to join Mr. George Sharpe and Mr. Slater

as a Committee, for the purpoie expreifed in your Meflage of this day.
By Command,

F. Bernard,

1ith July 1797- - . Cleik of the Councii.

HIS Honour the Prefident tigned the following Aniwer of both Houfes to his

Excellency’s communication of the Duke of Portland’s Letter, and Refolutioa

of the Britith Houle of Commons of the 6th of April laft.

His Honour the Prefident and Council, the Speaker and Gentlemen of the

Affembly, to his Excellency the Governor in Chief:

In reply to your Excellency’s communication of the Duke of Portland’s Letter,

and the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April, we beg leave

1ge , °
to
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to obferve, that the Slave Laws of this Colony are now under confideration: We
fhall moft readily adopt every meafure that can be fuggefted which appears calcu-
lated to obviate the caufes (if any exift) that have hitherto impeded the natural
increafe of the Negroes already in the Ifland, and affure your Excellency we fhall

. be happy indeed if we can devife fuch means and regulations that the Slave Trade
may be gradually diminifhed, and in time rendered totally unneceflary.

His Honour the Prefident-communicated to the Board the following Letter.

Sir, 59 Harley Street, London, 7th June 1797.
AS a Proprietor and Planter in St. Vincent’s, and deeply interefted in the pro-

fperity of that Ifland, and of the Weft India Colonies in. general, I feel it incum-
bent on me, in duty and regard, to tranfmit the grounds on which mylelf and
others at the fame time having eftates in the Weft Indies, and being Members of
the Britifh Houfe of Commons, preceeded in fupporting Mr. Charles Ellis'’s Mo-
tion on the Slave Trade, and efpecially the fituation of the Negroes in our Iflands.

I tiink I cannot better ftate thofe grounds of condud, than by tranfmitting 4
Report of the Committee of a Society which we have thought it neceflary at this
crifis to inftitute, confilting of members in either Houfe of Parliament, being Land-
holders in the Weft India Iflands.

_ We-have thus been enabled to act in concert, and hitherto have in confequence
acted with uniform fuccefs.

I have likewile taken the liberty to tranfmit pamphlets containing the fubftance
of debates on that interefting queftion, and which have been collected with fome
care.
Having had a perfonal knowledge in the year 1791-2, of the general kind atten-

tion of Mafters to their Slaves, and feeling the higheft refpect for the great abilities
and integrity of the Gentlemen I prefume to addrefs through the honour of your
‘communications, I have little to add to the documents which accompany this letter;
‘but J cannot omit the declaration, that on every ground of palt experience in Par-
liament, from the firft agitation of the queftionI advert to, and from all fpecula-
tions on the future that my mind can reach, it appears to me indifpenfably neceflary
to take fome fteps in our Colonies by legiflative provifions, touching the fituation
-of Negroes in refpect to fociety, to promote a natural increafe of their population,
and thus not only flop for the prefent, but gradually fuperfede the very pretenfions
at a future pertod to a meafure of direct Abolition of the Slave Trade by the Mother
Country, a meafure which would blaft the root of all our fettlements of property,
change the foundations of every bequeft, loan, and fecurity, turn every mortgage
into an annuity on the lives of Negroes, inftitute a general fyftem of foreclofure, and
depreciating our eftutes, preclude all immediate refources, and ruin every interetft.

I hope. this fatal and fare alternative will be precluded! [ hope ere next winter
feffion ofthe Britith Parliament, to be favoured with a copy of fuch A& as the
wifdom of your colonial Legiflature fhall fuggeft, in concurrence with the Addrefs
of the Houfe of Commons, and His Majefty’s dire@ions in confequence.

Feeling the ftrongeft intereft in the profperity of the colony of Saint Vincent's, I
beg you to confider this Letter, and fo in kindnefs reprefent it, as the effufion of
zealous attachment. ,

With due refpect and regard,
I have the honour to be, &c.

WH. Young.

To the Honourable the Prefident
of the Council of St. Vincent.
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YOUR Committee having been appointed to take into confideration, whether any
and what fteps fhould be taken retpecting the Slave Trade, are unanimoufly of
opinion that fome meafures ought to be taken in Parliament by the Weft India
Proprietors on that Subject ; and they are led to this opinion by the following con-
fiderations: |

1ft. That the repeated difcuffion of the Abolition of the Slave Trade in Parliament

may produce confequences of the utmoft danger to the colonies; and that if
an AQ for this purpofe fhould ever pals the Britith Parliameat, it will be fatal
to them. .

ad. That the queftion of Abolition will continue to be agitated, year after year,
and’as often as the forms of the Houfe permit; and that neither the Houfe of Com-

mons, nor the Country in general, will fuffer it to reft till fome fteps have been taken
which may afford them reafon to believe, that every regulation nas been adopted
which is confiftent with the fafety of the colonies.

3. That many perfons of great weight and character, though confciousof the

danger to be apprehended from the meafures propofed by Mr. Wilberforce, have

fupported and will continue. to fuppor: them, becaufe no mode of conduct

at all compatible with their ideas of humanity has been propofed as an alter-
native.

4th. That on the other hand many perfons who have hitherto oppofed the mea-

fures of Mr. Wilberforce, will feel themfelves under the neceflity of fubmitting

tothem, unlefs fome plan of regulation tha‘l be brought forward.
sth. That there is reafon to believe, that befides Mr. Wilberforce’s Bill, there

will be propofed fome more fpecious plan of moderate Reform and gradual Abolition,
which will meet with very general fupport; and that it is of the utmoft importance
that fuch aplan fhould be anticipated, becaufe the Weft India Proprietors, from
their local knowledge, are the only perfons to whom the formation of it can be
fafely intrufted.

6th. That, confequently, for the joint purpofes of oppofing the plan of Mr. Wil-

berforce, and eftablifhing the character of the Weft India Body, it is effential that
they should manifelt their willingnefs to promote actively the caufe of the Negroes,

by fuch fteps as fhall be confiftent with fafety to the property of Individuals, and

the general iatereft of the colonies.

Convinced, however, that the colonial Legiflaturesare alone qualified to judge

of, competent to enaét, and able to enforce, any internal regulations, your Com-

mittee, with a view of reconciling thefe confiderations with the neceflity of fome pro

ceeding in Parliament, fubmit to you that a motion to the following effect fhould
be made, as your general opinion:

Tnat an humble Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, requefting that His Ma-
jefty will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions that it be recommended to the

Governors of His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies, to adopt fuch meatures,

in concurrence with the Councils of Affemblies of each colony, as fhall tend to

regulate and controul the importation of Slaves from Africa; and by obviating the

caufes which have hitherto impeded the natural increafe of Negroes already in the

Iflands, thall reader that Trade lcfs*nece(fary, and ultimately tend to its termination;

and further, with a view to the fame effet, the aduption of every meafure which

may conduce to the moral and religious improvement of the Negroes, and promote

their happine(s by fecuring to them the certain, immediate, and active protection of

the Law, and at the fame time affuring His Majefty that this Houfe will concur in

whatever meafures may be conducive to the attainment of thefe cbjects.

 

At
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Ata MEETING held December 14th 17963

7 PRESENT, ~

Sir R‘ Gamon, Mr. G. W. Thomas,
Mr. Nefbitt, Mr. B. Edwards,

Sir Cha’: Bunbury, Mr. Lufhington,

Mr. Cha’ Ellis, Mr. Mitchell,

Mr. Barham, Lord Lavington,

Sir W" Young, Mr. Macdouall,

Mr. Praed, Mr. G. Ellis,

_Mr. Lewis, Sir G’ Webfter Vaffall, _

Myr. Colhoun, Mr. Tudway,

Mr. Petrie, Sir Geo. Thomas;—

Mr. Manning,

“The Report of the Committee appointed to confider whether any and what
meafures fhould be taken refpecting the Slave Trade, was read ;

- Refolved,
rft, That.the faid Report is highly approved of.

ad. That Mr. Charles Ellis be requefted to make the motion approved of, and
that. he give notice, that on an early day after the Recefs he will make a motion
‘on the fubje& of the Slave Trade, and the fituation of the Negroes in the
Iflands.

3d. That Mr. Ellis and Sir William Young, do wait on Mr. Dundas, and fubmit
the motion to his confideration.

4th. That the Committee have leave to fit again, and report on fuch’ meafures
as further may be deemed advifable; and that they be authorized to communicate
with Minifters on the fubject.

Mr. Petrie then moved,

That out of refpect to the Legiflatures of the Iflands, the Committee be re-_
uefted to communicate to the Agents of the different Iflands, with a view

that they may tranfmit the fame, to the refpective Committees of correfpondence.

Ordered.
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No. 4.—Extract of a Letter from his Grace the Duke of
Portland to Governor Seton; dated Whitehall, 2d Oct’

1797>

Lhave much fatisfaction in obferving the readinels you have fhewn in attending
to the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 6th of April laft, refpecting

the Negroes in His Majefty’s plantations in the Weft Indies.

(Copy.) .
No. 5.—Copy of a Letter from Governor Bentinck to

his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Vincent,
8th June 1798.

My Lord,
| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s circular Letter

of the 23d of April, tranfmitting various points for enquiry upon the Proceedings of

the Legiflature of this Ifland, for the laft ten years, as far as they relate to the

importation and treatment of the Negroes, with fuggeftions tending to add to

their comfort, to increafe the population, &c. &c.
Thefe are objects of fuch magnitude, that I thall by every confidential means,

and every public endeavour, exert myfelf to procure Your Grace the clearcit aniwer

to the queries propofed; but as it will be neceflary for this purpote to confult

each branch of the Legiflature, in addition to the private information I may be

enabled to obtain, aided by my own perfonal obfervation, I muft wait the meeting

of the new Houfe of Affembly, the former having been diffolved, when I fhail

recommend as one of the firft objefts the inveftigation propofed, and tranfmit

Your Grace fuch am opinion upon the feveral points for enquiry as will enter

fully into the detail, and reply to each propofition diftindtly.
I have the honour to be, &c..

W. Bentinck.

To his Grace the
Duke of Portland,

&c. &c. &e.

No. 6.—Extract of a Letter from his Grave the Duke of
Portland to Governor Bentinck ; dated 14th Auguft
1798.

1 fhall be very anxious to receive the report. of the communications and-

proceedings you propofe making in confequence of my Letter to you of the

3d of April, touching the moft effectual means of promoting the welfare, hap-

pinefs, and population of the Negroes in the Weft Indies.

No. 7.—Extra&t of a Letter from his Grace the Duke
of Portland to Governor Bentinck, dated Whitehail,

22d March 1799.

“My former correfpondence with you upon the ftate and condition of the Negroes,
will fufficiently enable you to judge of the fatisfaction it gave me to lay before the
Houfe ofCommons the Aéts which have been paffed by the refpective Legiflatures of
the Leeward Iflands and Grenada, to promote the natural increafe of that defcription
of perfons, and generally to improve and meliorate their condition in thofe Iflands; alfo
the meafures which have been propofed for the fame falutary purpofes by the joint

Committee of the Council, and the Houfe of Affembly of Tobago, and the Provi-
fions of an At, paffed in the Ifland of Jamaica, for limiting the importation of

Negroes into that Ifland to fuch as are of the age ‘of 25 years or under, and for
119. fecuring
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fecuring to them the advantages of moral and religious inftructions. Thefe pro-
¢eedings muft be particularly acceptable tothe Houfe of Commons, from their
conformity to the Refolution of that Houfe of the 6th April 797, and from their
having been evidently taken by the feveral Colonial Legiflatures for the exprefs
purpofe of carrying into effet the humane and benevoient objects pointed out
by that Refolution.
"Phe confideration of thefe proceedings, in addition to the fuggeftions I tranf-

mitted you in my Letter of the 23d April laft, will, I. am perluaded, induce the
Legiflature of St. Vincent to adopt meafures of a fimilar nature, togetiier with

the introdu@tion of fuch provifions and amendments as may be moft likely to

accelerate and fecure the advantages which muft heceffarily refult from the attain-
tent of the objeé&ts which were in the contemplation of the Houfe of Commons,

when the Refolution of the 6th of April 1797 was voted, and which Refolution
appears to have had fo beneficial and falutary an influence on the determination of
the Legiflature of thofe Iflands, whofe conduct I have ftated to you.

No. 8.—Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Ottley
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Vincent,
6th of June 1799.

Your Letter of March 22d, refpecting the fituation of the Negroes in the Weft
Indies, together with the printed documents accompanying’ them, I had the ho-
nour to receive by the packet, and I laid them all before the Council and Af-
fembly, at a meeting of the two Houfes yefterday, the firft which has been held
fince the packet arrived. Idid not fail at the fame time to recommend a re-
vifal of our Siave Act as a meafure moft neceffary, and I have reafon to believe,
that previous even to this recommendation, the two Houles had made confider-
able progrefs in a Bill calculated as far as poffible to put this defcription of people
into a fituation of comfort and fecurity.

‘It gives me great pleafure to affure Your Grace, that, notwithftanding fome dif-
gracetul claufes in our old Slave A&, the practice of the community in the
treatment univerfally at prefent fhewn to Slaves, renders their fituation as happy as
that of thofein any other colony in the Weft Indies which I am acquainted with ;
and it is my fincere opinion that the Negroes in this Ifland are annually increaf-
ing in numbers, and that the old fettled ‘eftates will in a very few years be
fufficiently -ftocked .to render any further importation of African Negroes
unneceflaty.

The uncommon mortality in the courfe of the late infurrection, arifing from a
variety of caufes, certainly has produced a demand. for Slaves which would ‘not
otherwife have exifted ; but that demand will fhortly be fatisfied. . It is much to
be withed that fome fyftem of religious inftruction could be adopted for the
benefit of the Negroes; at prefent the only opportunity which they have of re-
ceiving any is from one clergyman, and from one or two preachers fent out by
the fociety of methodifts.

No.9.—- Extraét of a Letter from his Grace the Duke
of Portland to Prefident Ottley; dated Whitehall, roth
Auguft 1799.

I have preat fatisfaétion in learning that the Council and Affembly of St.Vincent,
previous to your communicating to them my difpatch of the 22d of March,
with the documents which accompanied it, had made confiderable progrefs in a Bill
calculated to promote the welfare and population of the Negroes in St.Vincent’s:
froin the account you give of the increafing population of thofe people, and the dif-
pofition of the Legiflature to promote their increafe, and thereby finaily to render the

, Importation
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{mportation of Negroes unneceffary, Ilook with impatience to receive from you,

before the commencement of the next feftion of Parliament, or early in the courfe

of it, the particulars of the meafures which the Legiflature of St. Vincent will

have taken for the attainment of the great and falutary object recommended by

the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons of 6th April 1797.

I fo entirely agree with you in opinion refpecting the importance of religious

inftruétion for the Negroes, that I confider fome fpecific and adequate provifion

for that purpofe as ablolutely necefiary to make a part of the Legiflative meafures

now in contemplation in St. Vincent’s. I therefore defire to refer you to what has been

done by the Legiflature of Jamaica, as far as relates to that point, and to what is

contained in the fuggeftions which accompanied my Letter to the Governor of St.

Vincent’s, of the 23d April 1798.

No. 10.—Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Prefident Ottley
to his Grace the Duke of Portland; dated St. Vincent,
2oth March 1800.

I have the honour to tranfmit the returns of Negroes, as refpecting their increafe

and decreafe in the colony of St.Vincent, for the years 1797, 1798, 1799. No. 1.

No. 131.-—Extract ofa Letter from Mr. Prefident Ottley

to his Grace the Duke of Portland, dated St. Vincent,
ift of May 1800.

I tranfmitted by the Mail Boat, which left this Ifland on the 23d of March, the

original documents refpecting the increafe and decreafe of Negroes in this colony, for

the years 1797s 1798, and 1799 3 as I was fupplied only with the originals, certified

by the Commiffioners appointed by Law for the purpofe of taking returns of fuch

increafe and decreafe, it is not in my power to tranfmit to your Grace duplicates of

the fame; a teport is here current that the Mail Boat was captured on her way to

St. Chriftopher’s, where the is appointed to meet the packet,I have therefore applied

to the Affembly for frefh documents, whichI thall have the honour to fend you as

foon as I can after I receive them. .

No. 12.—Extraé&t of aLetter from his Grace the Duke of

Portland to Mr. Prefident Ottley; dated Whitehall,

12th July 180c.

I fear I muft attribute my not having received the returns of the increafe and

decreafe of Negroes in the colony of St. Vincent for the years 1797, 1798, and

1799, and the copies of fuch Bills as had paffed the Legiflature fince the departure

of Governor Bentinck from his government, to the capture of the Mail Boat on her

paflage from St. Vincent to St. Chriftopher’s ; you will of courfe fee the neceflity

of immediately furnifhing me with duplicates of them.

 

The Returns
referred to,
were never
received.
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