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"PAPERS

RELATIVE TO

THE SLAVE TRADE.

SWEDEN.

No. 1.

Extract from the Tagaty between Grear Bamrany and Bwrpey, sighed
at Stockholm the 3rd day of March 1813, .

et

Separate Ariicle.

Asa conscquence.of the cession made by His Bfitannic Majesty in the
§ifth article of the Treaty signed this day, of the island of Guadaloupe, His

Maijesty the King of Sweden engages; _
To f'c‘),rbid and_ prohibit, at_the period of -the cession, the introduction of

slaves, from ‘Africa into the said island, and the other possessions in the West
Indies of His Swedish Majesty, and not to permit Swedish subjects to engage
in the Slave Trade; an engagement which His Swedish Majesty is the more
willinfg t4 contract, as this traffic has never been authorised by Him.
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DENMARK.

No. 2.

Extracr of a Treaty between Great Britain and Denmark, signed at-Kiel,
14th January, 1814,

Article 8th.—Ilis Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ircland, and the British Nation, being extremely desirous of to-
tally abolishing the Slave Trade, the King of Denmark engages to co-operate
with His said Majesty for the completion of so bencficent a work, and to pro-
hibit all His subjects, in the most effectual manner, and by the most solemn
laws, from taking any share in such trade.

RUSSIA, AUSTRIA, axp PRUSSIA.

No. 3.-

Laris, May 20, 1814.
(Circular.) ’

The undersigned, One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, has
the honour. to transmit to his Excellency N. N. by the Prince Regent’s com-
mands, the enclosed Additional Article* on the subject of the Slave Trade,
which has becn signed' between His Majesty and the. King of France; and
which His Royal -Highness the Prince Regent is desirous should, without
delay, be communicated to the N. N. &c. &c. &e. . -

The Prince Regént trusts, that an object so interesting to humanity, will

‘at once attract the attention and call forth the carly exertions of His Majcsty

in its behalf,

His Royal Highness persuades Himself that the Powers of Europe, wheén
restoring peace to Europe, with one common interest, will crown this great
work by interpesing their benign offices in' favour of those regions of the

globe, which yet continue to be desolated by this unnatural and inhumin
traflic. '

The undersigned, &c.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGIL.
o the Ministers of Russia, Austria, ' '
- and Prussia, e, &e, &e.

* Sce No. 8.



No. 4,

.. 21 An,
| Paris, m;;}lsl-i.
Le Soussigné¢ Scerctaire d'Etat de Sa Majesté I'Empercur de toutes les
Russics a mis_sous les ycux de son Auguste Maitre, 'Office que S. E. Lord
Castlercagh, Sccretaire d'Etat de S. M. B. pour les Affaires Etrangeres lui‘a
passé sous la date du jour, une pidce motivée par tout ce qui doit intercsser
la liberté, le droit des gens, les lumidres, Ia justice et I'humanité ne pouvait
pas etre étrangére au Coeur de I'Empercur.  Depuis long tems Ses veeux
s'étaient accordés avec ccux de tous les bons citoyens en Angleterre pour

I'abolition du trafic connu sous le nom d¢ traite de Négres. Clest avec une.

vive - satisfaction que S. M. I. a appris que S. M. Trés Chrétienne etoit d’ac-
cord sur les mémes principes, et I'Empercur s’engage d’abondance de faire
scconder et soutenir de concert avec le Gouvernement Britannique au Con-
grés qui va-fixer les rapports definitifs entre toutes les puissances, la proposi-
tion de I'Abolition générale de la traite des Négres. -

Lec soussigné en s’acquittant des ordres qu'il a requs remplissoit une tache
trop intéressante pour. qu'il’ n'y mit point le méme empressemeént qu'a re-

nouveller, &ec. .
(Signé) - LE COMTE DE NESSELRODE.
A Son Excellence milord Castlereagh,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 4.~T'ranslation.

. 21 May

: Paris, 3 June,

The undersigned Secretary of State of His Majesty the Emperor of all the
Russias, has laid before his august Master the note which his Excellency
Lord Castlcreagh, His DBritannic Majesty’s Scerctary of State for Foreign
Affairs, has transmittcd to him, under date of this day. A proposal, founded
upon all the motives of liberty, the law of nations, enlightened reason, jus-
tice and humanity, could not but greatly intercst the heart of the Emperor.
His wishes have, for a long time, becn in unison with those of every good ci~
“tizen in England, respecting the abolition of the traffic known by the nanic

1814.

of the Slave T'rade. Iis Imperial Majesty learns, with a lively satisfaction,.
that His Most Christian Majesty likewise concurs in these priaciples,' and-

the Emperor engages, moreover, to take such steps, as that the Iropos_al con-
cerning the general Abolition of the Slave Trade may be agreed to and su

ported at the Congress, which is to settle the final relations between all t e

Powers, so as to second the views of the British Government.

" The undersigned, in complying with the order which he has received,
considers the above subject as a matter of too great importance not to feel
most anxious about it, and repeats, &c. &e.

| (Signed) " COUNT DE NESSELRODE.
His Excellency Lord Castlereagh, '
&. &e. &e.
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No. 5.

An ANswER to the above effect was also received from the Austrian Sedre-
tary of State, the Prince METTERNICH.

No. 6.

Paris ce 2 Juin, 1814,

Rien de ce qui interesse la cause de 'humanité en général ne pouvant eétre
dtranger & celle que les hautes Puissances alliées; se sont fait gloire de dé-
fendre, le Soussigné Chancelicr d’Etat de-Sa Majesté le Roi de Prusse, a dd
accueillir avec empressement la proposition contenue dans la Note de Son
Eixcellence Lord Castlereagh Principal Secrétaire d’Etat de. Sa Majesté Bri-

. taunique pour les Affaires Etrangeres, rélative 3 la traite des négres. Iin'a

pas manqué d’en rendrc compte & son Auguste Souverain, et il est autorisé de
déclarer au nom de Sa Majesté que Ia Prussc secondera, de tous ses efforts ay
Congrés qui doit se réunir  Vienne, toutes les démarches que fera leGoverne-
ment Britannique dans lintention de abolition générale d'un commerce
odicux, également contraire 3 la morale et aux principes magnanimes," qui
<caracterisent les Souverains alliés, - . '

Le Soussigné profite, &c. &e.
(Signe) HARDENBERG.
Son Excellence Lord Castlereagh, :
&e. &e. &e. .

No. 6.—Translation.

. _ Paris, June 2, 1814.
As nothing thdt intercsts the cause of humanity in general, can be foreign
to that which the high Allicd Powers have taken a pride in- defénding, the
undersigned, Chancellor of State of His Majesty the King of Prussia, could
not but with the utmost alacrity embrace the proposal contained in the note
of his Excellency Lord Castlereagh, His Britannic Majesty’s principal Scere~
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, respecting the Slave Trade, Ile has not
failed to.inform bis angrist Master of it, and is authorised to declare, in His
Majesty’s name, that at the Congress which is to asscinble at Vienna, Prussia

<

will support all the steps which the British Government shall take, in order

to the gencral abolition ‘of so hateful a traffic, which is equally at variance

with morality and the magnanimous 'principf::.s that characterise the Allicd
Sovereigns. ' ' '
The undersigned ‘avails himself, &e..
{Signed) - HABDENBERG.
His Excellency Lord Casheart.
&e. &c. &e.
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HOLLAND.

No. 7.

My Lorp, The Hague, 17th Ju_ne,_l‘su.

T herewith have the honour of transmitting to your Lordship, for the in-
forination of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, the copy of hig Excel-
Tency M. de Nagell's note of this date, this moment received, covering a trans-
lated copy also of the Decree issucd by the Prince of Orange in Council, re--
speeting the abelition of the Slave Trade. . .
I should hope that the line taken by the Dutch Government upon this.im-
-portant and interesting subjoct will prove satisfactorily to coincide with the
anxious vicws so strongly expressed by the orders I had received, and with the
wishes of tlic British nation in Parliament asscmbled. ' '
: : ' "I have the honour to be, &e.
S (Signed) - CLANCARTY.
Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
: ge. &e. &e.

(First Inclosure in No. 7.)

La Haye, cc 17 Juin, 1814.

Le Seussigné, Sccretaire d'Etat. pour les Affaires Etrangeres, s'empresse de
Jdonner connaissance 3 S: X. Lord Clancarty, Ambassadcur Extraordinaire
ct Plenipotentiaire de S. M. Britannique ,que_S. A. R. le Prince Sou-
verain, ayant pris Connaissance de la note de S. E. en date du 7 du Courant,
tendante A faire adopter 3 S. A. R. les mesures prohibitives pour le Com-
merce des Esclaves, a pris avant hier d'arét dont il a 'honneur de joindre ici.
une traduction, par lequel en conformité des désirs de S. A, R. Monseigneur
le Prince Regent ; l.%a traite des Neégres sur la Céte d’Afrique est entiére-
ment défendu, et 2. S. A. R. exprime le veeu que dans la convention éven-
tuelle pour la restitution des Colonics Hollandaises il y ait un article d'inséré
qui statue la prohibition du Commerce des Esclaves ‘dans ces - Colonies 3
perpétuité, o
. Le Soussigné saisit, &e. -
: (Signé) A.W. C.DE NAGELL.
. 8. E. Milord Clancarty.

'&ct &‘c«é‘&
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(First Inclosure in No. 7.—Translation.)

The ITague, 17th June, 1814.

The undersigned, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, is anxious to ae.
quaint his Jixecllency Lord Clancarty, His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador
¥xtraordinary and Plenipotentiary, that Ilis Royal II ighness the Prince
Sovercign, after perusing his Excellency’s note of the 7th nstaut, the object
of whioh is to engage Ilis Royal Highness to adopt prohibitive measures
with respect to the Slave Trade, has already issued a decree, of which the'
undersigned has the honour of inclosing a translation, and by which, in con.
formity with the wishes of His Royal ITighness the Prince Regent, ‘1. e
orohibits the  Slave Trade entirely on the coast of. Africa. 2, His Royal

Tighness agrces that in - the cventual Convention for the restoration of the
Dutch Colonics, an article shall be inserted declaring the perpetual prohibi.
tion of the Slave Trade in these colonies. T

The undersigned avails himself, &e. &c.

(Signed) A.W.C. DE'NAGELL,
His Excellency Lord Clancarty,
&e. &e. &e.

(Seccond Inclosure in No.7.)

We, William, by the Grace of Gad, Prince of Orange Nassau, Sovereign
Prince of the united Netherlands, &c. &c. &e.

Having heard the report of our Sccretary of State for F orcign Affairs re-
lative to the contents of & note recéived by him from the Ambassador of Great
Britain, bearing date the 7th instant, and requesting to obtain our prompt and
cffectual assistance in the measures which Great Britain has already adopted
for herself; and carnestly recommended to other European powers with regard
to the Slave T'rade; , A

And being desirous to embrace every opportunity of affording to His Royal
Highness the Prince Régent of Great Britain, proofs of our amicable senti-
ments, and of our readiness to contribute, as much’ as possible, to the attain-
ment of His.views; ' o ' ' '

Have decreed and' do decree; . _ T SR

Article 1.—Hene¢cforward no ships or vesscls destined to convey Negroes
from the coast of Africa, or from any islands belonging to that quarter of the
globe, to the Continent or to ‘the islands of Amcrica, shall be-clearcd out or.
expedited from'any of the harbours of roads within' the 'territory ‘of the
United Netherlands, the Financial Department being specially érdered to take

such prechutions that our intentions in this respect be complied with, and

that no ship or vessel be cleared out, which, from its equipment or from other
circumstances may lead to a supposition of its being destined to the. aforesaid

_purpose,” or of being any way connected with the Slave Trade, -

Article 2.—It shall be signified to the general Govermment of the ¢oast of
Guinea, that in none of the farts, offices, or possessions within the lin its of
that command, any chips or vessch destined or equipped for the Slave ‘I'rade
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shall be admitted ; and also that no inhabitants of that country, or any other
persons in the vicinity of those ports or oflices shall be sold or exported as
slaves; and to such ships or vesscls, in case they navigate under foreign
.colours, notice shall be given of the existing prohibition, and they shall forth-
with be ordercd to put back to sca; whilst such vessels belonging to the
inhabitants of the Netherlands shall be scized, and a report thereof made to
the Cominercial and Colonial Department. '
Article 3.—Copies of this present Decree shall be sent to, the Financial
and to the Commercial and Colonial Departments, that they may respectively
attend to the exccution of the same;.and also to our Sccretary of State
for Forcign Affairs, who is ordercd to communicate the conteuts of these
. prescnts. . ) '
« 1. To the Ambassador of Great Britain, in answer to his aforesaid note,
adding, that at the eventual negociations relative to the restitution of
the Dutch Colonies, we shall not be averse to having inserted in the
Treaty such an article as shall continue to bind the Government of this
State to the perpetual observance of the aforesaid measures, and to ‘the
effectual prohibition of the Slave Trade. .

¢ 2, To the Boards of Trade for the information of the trading parts of the .

inhabitants.” . .
Given at the Hague the 15th June in the year 1814, and of Our reign

the First. ‘
_ (Signed) ' WILLIAM.
By order of His Royal Highncss the Secretary General of State.
(Signed) A. R. FALCK. ~

FRANCE.

No. 8.

Exrracr. from the Definitive Treaty of Peace between GrEaT BriraiN and
. France, signed at Paris the 30th of May, 1814, .

deitz'onél Article.

Article.1.—ITis- Most Christian Majesty, concurring without reserve in the
sentiments of His Britannic Majesty, with respect to a description of traffic

which we live, engages to unite all His efforts to those of His Britannic Ma-
jesty, at the approaching Congress, ¢ ers
to (fc,crce the ;tlmlition ot the Slave Trade, so that the said trade shall cease

amiversally, as it shiall cease definitivcly, under any circumstances, on the

ipart of the French Government, in the eourse of five rears; ‘and that (!uring
the said period no slave merchant shall import or sell slaves, except in the

colonies of the state of which he is a-subject,

re m?nnnt to the principles of natural justice and of the enlightened age in

to induce all the powers of Christendom
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No. 9.

My Lorp, ' . Foreign-Office, August 4, 1814
- T am directed by Viscount Castlereagh to forward to your Grace the jn.
closed map of Africa, containing certain memoranda illustrative of the state

- of -the Slave Trade, as abandoned by other powers, and as now carried on by

the Portuguesc.

I have the honour to be, &e.

4 _ (SGigned)' W. HAMILTON,
Ilis Grace the Duke of Wellington, K. G.
&e. &a. e, - '

'No. 10, -
My Lowrp, + ' Forcign-Office, Angust G, 1814,

T am to signify to your Grace the communds of the Princo Regent, that
you do take' the carliest opportunity, after your arrival at Paris, to eall the
attention of the French Government to the 1mportant question of the Slave
Trade. - - . v . . :

That your Grace may be fully possessed of -the Frcscnt state of the discus-
sions with the French Government on this point, 1 send your Grace a varicty

.of documents according to the annexed schedule.

It having been my dyty to press the immediate abolition to the utniost; in

repcated conferences with the Prince de Benevent, you will find the

topics only ‘cursorily alluded to in the notes and letters which passcd be-
tween that Minister and myself. This correspondence will serve however to
prove to your Grace, that the British Government has every reason to
expect the cordial co-operation of the Government of France, in gradu-
ally circumseribing, and, at the latest at the end -of five years, absolutely
abolishing this offensive traffic. _ e
That your Grace may enter upon the discussion of this subject with the
weight and solemnity with which the Prince Regent, the Parliament, adi
the DBritish nation regard it, you will solicit a particular audience from His
Most Christian Majesty, for the purposc of presenting the accompanying
letter.  You will support the earnest representations therein contained, with
such arguments and facts as your Grace's knowledge of the public fecling,

~and of the state of the trade, may warrant you in laying before His Majesty;

and you will feel yourself enabled to press the measure with the more car-
nestness from the sacrifices made ‘in negociating theé peace, by the British
Government, " to what the King of France considered to be due to His own
situation, under the extent of prejudice amongst His subjects against an im-
enediate abolition. , - 4 ‘
Upon the subject of immediate abolition, the voice of the nation will not
permit me to omit nstructing your Grace to make another effort. Your
Grace will again urge all the arguments resulting from the experience of this
country 1n resoect 1o the safety of the measure of abolition. :
.- You may 1epresent, tnat 1t will be casier to prevent the revival, than to ter-
.minate it when once recommenced ; and above all, you will suggest, that as
wone of the strong objections brought forward by the Government of France,
namely, their repugnance o have a stipulation of this nature in appearance
forced upon themi, is new wholly at an end ; France having made its peace,
can, at the present moment, ith the highest character and with' true glo‘?‘.

yicld that to a principle of humanity which she would not concede as the
condition of peace, tmdP of the restoration of hercolonics. . =~ :
Should your Grace fail in this attempt, you will try what can be effectu-
ated in reduction of the import into the French Colonies. If the French
Government can be previiled on to confine the import of Slaves, to the

aaking good the deficicuccs in the gangs required for the existing plantations,
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much would be gained. This might be regulated by licences, to the exclu-
sion of import for breaking up and cuitivating fresh grounds. :
I sciid your Grace an Order in Council for the Registration of Slaves in
‘the Islund-of Trinidad ; it i¢ iatended, without delay, to extend this mea-
sure to the colouies lately ceded by France to Great Britain.: You will see
the importance - of .some regulation of ‘this nature, to check the illicit intro-
duction of fresh Slaves into the French colonies, where this traffic may either
be prohibited or limited. ' :
But the mdasure to which, in failure of absolute abolition, I am, above
all others, to direct your attention, is the preventing the revival of the trade

on the coast of Africa north of the Line. W’ith'ﬁm exception of some very
slight attempts ade by the Portugucse near Whiddaw, on the Gold.

Coast, I belicve I am warranted in stating, that, during the war, the whole
north-western coast of JAfrica has been fréed from this traflic, .and has’in
consequence made a certain progress towards a social and civilizing system of
commerce: A

Your Grace will press the importance of an carly decree on this subject on
the part of the French Government. If the traffic is onec suflered: to revive on
this coast, cven for the shortest time, it may estrange the nations from their
industrious habits, and renew'their tastc for those crimes which the Slave
I'rade generates. The nearer you can carry the point of demarkation to Cape
Lopez the beiter. It must not be further.to the westward than Cape Formoso,
else the enrrent of supply from the interior will only take another direction,
and veut itse!f between Cape Palma and Cape Formoso. - _

To guard against illicit trading, vessels found with Slaves on board, with-
in a certain distance of the coast, tothe northward ot the point nawed,
should be seizable.: Without this precaution they will run down the coast
from Sencgal and Goree, and rective the Slaves on board by boats from the
shore, without the necessity of entering a port. Such a regulation is.in fact
no hardship, as the coursce to the West Indies, for the vesscls having taken
Slaves' on board in the ports to the southward of the Line, -is large to the
westward, and docs not require them'to recross the Line, till far advanced
on their voyage. 4 ‘

A sccond regulation, highly important to prevail on France to accede to,
is, a reciprocal permission to our respective cruizers, within ce'rt'ain latitudes,
to visit tllne merchant shipsof the other power, and, if found with Slaves on
board, in contravention of the Iaw of their particular State, to carry or
send them in for adjudication. . To soften the exercise of this power, per-
haps it might be expedient to require the sentence of condemnation to be

passed in the Courts of* Admiralty of the country to which the ship detained

belongs; the proceeds, if condemned, being divided between the captors
and ‘the Statc.  Some power of this nature, 'within the track of the Slave
“T'rade is of the first importance. . .

Your Grace will urge the French Minister to take a decisive measure, at
least for the North Western Coast, before he' leaves Paris for the Congress.
The scason for vessels fitting out for this traffic approaches. Itis besides im-
portant that the. voice of His Most Christian Majesty should make itself
publicly heard on this question Wwithout loss of time. - Such a demonstration
of seniiment is of great moment, as well to give weight to the mediation of
the French Negociator at Vienna, as to crcate a public sentiment in France
upon a subject, to which théir’ Sovereign’ has solemuly vowed his unremit-
ting protection. ' _

' I am, &ec. ,
(Signed) CASTLEREAGIIL,
The Duke of IWellington, '

&r. &eo &eo
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(¥irst Inclosure in No. 10.).
Schedule.

Address of the House of Commons to the Prince Regent, 3d May, 1814
and His Royal IHighness's Answer. ’

Address of the Housc of Peers to the Prince Regent, 9th May,

Address of ' the House of Commons to the Prince Regent, 27th June.

Address of the Houseof Lords to the Prince Regent, 1st July.

(Second Inclosure in No. 10.)

: Carlton House, August 5, 1814,
Sir, MY BROTHER, AND CousIx.

Your Majesty’s long residence in this country has enabled You to appreciate
the sentiments of the British nation on the.subject of the Slave Trade. The
King's Ambassadorat Your Majesty's Court will lay before Your Majesty the
successive andsolemn appeals made to Me by both Houscs of Parliament, and -
the assurances I have given them of unremitting endeavours to deliver Africa
rom the long train of sufferings inseparable from this inhuman traffic.
However long rooted in the system of the world, Your Majesty’s benevo-
lent heart, I well know, recoils from the continuance of a trade which checks
all prospect of civilization and improvement in one great continent on the
globe, and [ entreat Your Majesty to employ Your powerful endeavours to
accelerate the moment of its universal extinction. The voice and example of
Your Majesty will in itself be productive of the most decisive and happy -
consequences in behalf of these suftering people. ,

Anxious in all mattcrs to concert My mcasures with Your Majesty for the
common peace and happiness of mankind, I own it would aftord Me the-
highest of all possible gratifications were We enabled together to cfface this

ainful and disgusting stain, not only from the practice of our Own, but of
all the other states with whom We are in friendly relations. ”

Entreating Your -Majcsty’s favourable reception of the representations which:
the Duke of Wellington is mstructed to lay before You on this, to Me, and to-
the nation, most interesting subject,

I am, &c.
my good Brother and Cousin,
your Majesty’s

~ good Brother and Cousin, :
(Signed) G. P. R.
His Most. Christian Majesty. - '

~ No. 11,
Secret and Confidential.

My Lorn, Forcign-Qffice, August 6, 1614.

As we must be prepared for a reluctance on the part of certain powers.to
adopt even the limited measure to which France has given her concurrence,
I mcan the abolition at the end of five years, it becomes necgssary .to. con-
sider how the interest of these powers may be made to operate in support of
their duties, orin-other words, how they can be deprived of the unjust ad-



a8 possible, as dirccted by your Lordship, arti
" revival on that part of the coast of Africa, in which it has been put an end

11

~antage of profiting by tlie sacrifices and forbearance ‘of other states, who
from a sense of moral duty, forsake this specics of commerce. ’ ’
_ Nothing scems more likely to have this effect than for the powers acting
in concert for eflectuating this great ohject to prohibit thc inportation into
their respective dominions of colonial produce grown within the territories of"
powers refusing to enter iuto the proposed concert,.

" This measure will leave them in possession of their own market, whilst it

takes from them an unjust motive for augmenting their cultivation in

counteracting the general system. :
I should wish your Grace to sound the sentiments of the Prince of Benevent
upon this subject. The impression here is very strong in favour of its
efficacy and perfect justice. ‘ o -
Iam, &c.

(Signed CASTLEREAGIL
Iis Grace the Duke of IWellington, (Bigned) ' AGH

No. 12.

My Logp, " Paris, August 25, 1814.

ITaving spoken to the Prince de Benevent, on the subject of the Slave
Trade, in a conversation which I had with him on the nightof the 23d instant,

. and having expressed a desire that His Majesty should give me a private

audience in order that I might deliver to His Majesty alctter from the Prince
Regent, and lay before Him the papers entrusted to me for that purposc, and
make those represcatations on that subject which your Lordship-directed nic-
to make,- I was appointed to.wdit upon His Majesty last night. '

His Majosty received me with Tis usual complacency, and having perused
the Prince Regent’s letter on the subject of the Slave Trade, He expressed I1is
determination to perform the stipulations of the Treaty, and all that e had
promised upon that subject. _

I then laid before His Majesty the Addresses of both Houses of Parlia-
ment, and apprized His Majesty of the carnestness with which the Prince
Regent and 11is Government, the Parliament and the nation, wished that Iis
Majesty would concur in immediately abolishing this traffic by his subjects,
and would.co-operate with the British Government in inducing the powers
of Europe to put an end to it entirely, -and I urged all those arguments sug+

gested in your Lordship's Dispatch, and such others as occurred to
me. : ~

His Majesty said, that Ie should be happy to be able to do any thing to
gratify the Prince Ragent and the British nation, and that He would un-
doubtedly pcrforﬂ; I1is ehgagements 3 but that He must attend to the opinions
and wishes of Ilis own people.~That theo inions in France were by no mean's
what they were in lingland upon this subject: that many years had clapsed,
and much discussion had ‘taken place, and great pains had been taken by
nany individvals and by societics, before the opinions in England had been
brought to that statc of unanimity upon’ this subject in which they were at
present, and it could not be expected that opinions in France should imme-

" diately agree upon it.

‘His Majesty to adopt measures to restrict the trade as_mucﬁ

I thea urged 1 | A ¢
and particularly to prevent its

to during the war; and. His Majesty said, that these were points of dctail
which be wished that I should britig under . His consideration in the official
form by note to Iis Minister, and that Ie was perfectly disposed to adopt.
any measure which he could adopt, consistently with the duc attention to

he opinions of Thes peoples to co-operate with™ the Prince Regent in Con-
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. gress, as.well as-clsewhere, to restrict the trade as much as possible, ang

finally to put an end to it at-the Yeriod sipcciﬁcd.
In the conversations which I had hiad with the Prince de Benevent, bt

previous to and since my sceing the King, ITis ITighness told me there would

be no objection to adopt measures to prevent the revival of \the tede in thase
parts in which it had been Yut a stop to during the wars and, he said lig
night, that orders had already: been given to the Minister of Marine on the
subject, which he promised to coninunicate to me.

In the mean timc, I propose to presenta note, in which I'shall detail alf -
the measures suggested by your Lordship, so as to bring them all to a decisioy
before the Prince de Benevent will go to the Congress,

From what I lcarn here I have reason to believe that the opinions in the
Legislative Body, and particularly in the House of Peers; arc very inuch
against the Abolition of:the Slave Trade, and that several ships are now
fitting out in Nantes and Bourdeaux, with the aid of British capital, to carry.
on the trade on the coast of Africa. _ :

I have the honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) WELLINGTON.
The Viscpunt Castlereagh,
§e. §e. §e.
NO. 13. .
My Lorp, ' _Pafe's, September 1, 18141
I have the honour- of inclosing a copy of the note which I sent to the

French Minister on the subject of the Slave Trade. )
I bave not yet received ‘an answer "to this note : but the Prince de Bene-

vent told me, the day before yesterday,’ that the King was determined to re-

strafri the trade of his subjects on the' coast ‘of Africa north”of ‘the ‘Line;
and that the measures which I had proposed were under the' consideration of
the Marine Dcpartment, =~ . , ,
' I have the honour to be, &ec. :
o (Signed) ‘WELLINGTON.
The Fiscount, Castlcreagh, K.'G. ’

&e: e, e..

(Inclosure in No. 13.) -

- ‘ Paris, Adugust 26, 1814.

The undersigned Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary has been
instructed by the Ministers of Ilis' Royal IIighness the Prince ?’{cgcnt, to’
draw the attention of Ilis Ilighness the” Prince de Benevent, Minister of
Forcign Affairs, to the existing state of the Slave Trade,' and to- reqiwest Iis
Highuess to urge His Most Christian Majesty to take” some steps to restrict
l‘lfi.at commecree by Iis subjects, previous to the assémbly of the Congress at

ienna. : . '

ITis Majesty has concurfed with the Prince Regent in declaring the Slave
Trade to be repugnaut to ‘the principles of national justice, and of the en-'" -
lighfened age in which we live ;'and further, that it 'shall cease definitively, on
the part of France, in five years, " B ' o

Adverting to the’ Powers' in Europe by whom the traffic in Slaves is still
carricd on, there can be no. doubt that the influence of His Majesty, as well ©
as that of the Prince Regent, on this question, iu' the approaching Congress;
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will be much incredsed, by ITis Majesty’s adopting sorije. practical measures,
which shall limit the commerce by Flis own subjccts entirq‘y to, supplying. the-
necessities, the existence of which. ‘alone justilics its continuance, even for a,
day, after His Majesty's declaration of the injustice of the trade.~ - . -
"The undersigned has therefore been instructed to. urge the Prince of Bene-
vent to the ddoption of the following measures : ) o o
- First—To prevent altogether the Trade in Slaves on the Coast of Africa.
between Cape Blanco and Cape Formoso. :
Since the abolition law, passed in England in the ycar 1807, and more
particularly since the French colonics of Scnegal and Goree fell by thie cvents.
of the war, into -the hands of the British Government,, and the commercial
treaty with Portugal, the trade in Slaves on the coast of Africa, between the
points abeve stated, has been virtually annihilated ; and has been supplanted
by a legitimate commerce with the parties in the productions of the country..
Great pains have been taken and some progress ‘has been made, in educating
and civilizing the natives;’ and it would be quite inconsistent with His Ma-

jesty’s declaration in the Treaty of Peace, and with the benevolent intentions.

which His Me:i'esty has manifested upan every other . occasion, if the cvily
and vices attendant upon the Slave Trade were again to be introduced inte
this partly reclaimed portion of the contincat of Africa. '

The undersigned likewise begs the Prince de Lencvent to observe, that
ander the commercial treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, the latter

power is restrained from trading in staves on any part of the coast of Africa, .

only when other powers refrain from trading (o the same ;and it would be~
a total dereliction of the principle on which Ilis Majesty acts, if e were to
open the trade to his subjects on.a part of the coast on’ which it has for soule
years entirely ceased, and thus were besides to open it to -the unrestrained
commerce of the Portuguese.- , , .
This measure, if also a consequence of the Prince of Bencvent's note to
Lord Castlercagh, of the 27th of May last, inasmuch as to admit it would
renew all the horrors of the Slave Trade, on points in'which they have virtu-
ally ccased for some years ; and as the-great supply of slaves has always been
drawn from the coast south of the cquator, the inconvenience io the traders
cannot be of very great importance. . S
_In order to avoid- illicit trading on this part of the coast, it would be
desirable, that all vessels should be liable to bé seized found with slaves on
board at a certain_ distance -from the -coast to. the north of Cape Formoso,
Such a regulation will not be attended by any hardship - to the. traders for
slaves, on the coast south of the Line, as the course of thair vessels to the
West Indies or the coast of America, is large to the westward ; and does not
require them to recross the Line, till far advanced upon their voyage. * -
%ccondly, That the ships of war of both nations should, within the north-
ern tropick, and as far to the westward as longitude twenty-five from Green-
wich, have the permission to visit the merchant ships of both, .and to, carry,
or send in for adjudication, thoss found with slaves on board, in contraven-.

tion of the law of the state to which they should belong.- It would be expe-.
dicat to arrange that the adjudication should take. place in the Courts of

Admiralty of the country to which the vessels seized should belong, and that
the proceeds, if ‘the vessel should be eondemned, should be divided between
the captors and the state. ' o : .
Thirdly, The undersigned would likewise bog leave to suggest to his High-
mess the adoption of some measures to restrict the nportation of slaves into
the colonics, to the numbers strictly ncecssary for the cultivation of the
existing plantations. . L . . o o
This measure may be effected by licerces; and the updgrsxgncd begs his
Highness to observe, that. it is inconsistent with. the principles which His

'Majesty has declared’in His Treaty, to allow of the importation into His’

colonics of more slaves than ‘are strictly necessary for ther cultivation; and
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. his high considcration. -
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that to limit the trade at the present moment, to what is absolutely necessary
for cultivation, will enable 1lis Majesty to put a definitive stop to it at the
end of five years, with more ease and less loss and inconvenience to [{js
subjects than they would feel if they were now to extend their trade in
slaves to the whole number that they could procure on the coast of Africa.
These are the measures which the undersigned has reccived the dircctions.
of his Court to submit to the consideration of the Prince de Benevent, as
those which at the same time that they, will give His Most Christian Majesty's
subjects the advantages they are supposed to require for the cultivation of the
colonies, will direct the course of their trade in the manner least hurtful to
the interests of humanity, will limit it to the supply of their necessitics, and:
will prove to the world Ilis Majesty's desire ‘to co-operate with the Prince
Rogcnt in putting an end to this condemncd trafhic; and will give to His

‘Majesty’s.interference great weight upon this question in the approaching

Congress. . i ) .
. In the hope that they will mect His Majesty’s approbation, the under-
signed' has the honour of assuring his Iighuess the Prince de Benevent of -

| (Signed) WELLINGTON,
The Prince Benevent, - o
&e. &e. &e.
, No. 14 | .
ExtraAcT. " Genevd, September, 3, 1814,

I shall not enter in this dispatch into the details of my discussion at Paris
on the Slave Trade, which your Lordship may be assured I urged with every
possible carnestness, as the Duke of Wellington has written fully on this
subject, the prosecution of which cannot rest in better b.ands.’ I shall only

observe, that I opened to the Prince of ‘Benevent the idea of a ‘concurrent

of colonial produce grown b

states dissenticnt from the general policy ; to
ncither of which measures he

expressed any objection ; but as.this was the

- system for repressing illicitglave'Trzidc,-; and a. league againist the import

first time his mind had been drawn to either subject, I do not consider this

as conclusive as to the offitial reception they may meet with from him here-

after, - ,
' .- (Signed) CASTLEREAGIL
- " The Eail Bathurst, L - S
Ge. §e. e, o
‘ No. 15. )
My Lorp, : -Paﬁ'_s, Saptc;mb_cr 4',' 1814. -

. T have the honour of inclosing a Letter from His Most Christian Majesty

to the Prince Regent, on the subject of the, Slave Trade, with a Copy of

it, which I reccived last night from the Prince de Benevent, S
- ' o I have thie honour, &e.. '

, : (Signed) WELLINGTON,

Viscount Castlereagh,

&e. §e. &, -
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(Inclosure in No. 1A5.)

Moxsieur, Mo~ FrErg, Paris, o 2de Scptembre, 1814.

. Le Duc Wellington m'a remis la Lettre par laquelle vous m'engagez i
Joindre Mes eflorts aux Votres pour hiter le moment de T'abolition totale de
Ia traite des Ndgres.  J'ai pris aussi connoissance des differentes pidees qui
se rapportent an méme objet, et qu' il était chargé de Me communiquer.
~Vous rendez justice anux sentimens de Mon conr en Me croyant disposé’s
adopter toutes les mesures propres & assurer le repos et le bonheur de Pespéee
ln;m!umc, et en particulier & concourir & T'extinction d’'un commeree qui la
flétrie; et edst surtout lorsqu’il Sugitde Me concetter avee Vous pour atteindre
un ‘but aussi salataire ({ue Vous Me tronverez tonjours empressé de Vous
seconder, assuré comme Vous Pétes deja, que “daccord avee Vous sur fe prin-
cipe, Je n'ai du mettre un delai A Fabolition finide etabsolu de la Traite des
noirs en ce qui concerne la France, que pour prevenir 'eflet de cette mésure
comme subite, Vous pouvez I'étre encore que pendant ce delai méme la Traite
n'aura licu que sous des restrictions graduelles : que soit dans Nos colonies,
soit dans cette partic de la cote d'Afrique ou l'on ¢st deja parvenu i y substi-
tuer un commerce d'unc autre et meilleure nature, je porterai Mes soins &
la décourager ; et que les moyens dont je M'oceupe pour parvenir i la fin
que Nous Nous proposons, Vous c¢n- offriront sous peu la preave la plus con-
vaincante. Enfin regardant comme cclui de Phumanité entitre Phonorable
intérét que Vous et Votre nation prenez & I'accomplissement de cette noble
_entreprise Je ‘me trouverais heureux de, pouvoir dans cette occasion Vous
donner un neuveau temoignage de I'inalterable amitié et de la parfaite estime
avee lesquelles Je suis, : g :
 Monsicur mon Frére,
Votre bon Frére, '
: (Signé). LOUIS.
. A Monsieur, Mon Frére,
le Prince Regent'd’ Angleterre.

. (Inclosure in No. 15.)—Translation.

Sir, My BROTHER. DParis, September 2, 1814,

The Dnke of Wellington has delivered to me the letter in which You wish
Me to join My cfforts to Yours for hastening the moment of the total abolition
of the Slave Trade. I have also taken into * consideration the various docu-
iments which have reference to the same subjeet, and which he was charged
to communicate to me.. You do justice to My sentiments in believing Me
disposed to adept all the mcasures calculated to ensure the repose and happi-
ness of the human race: and, particularly,. to agree' to the extinction of a
to coicur with You in accomplishing so salutary ah ob.icct, You may depend
upon always finding Me most solicitous in secouding You. Since You are
convinced that, being agreed with You as to thie principle, I should not delay
the final and absolute Abelition of the Slave Trade, as far as France 1s con-
cerned, further than is necessary to {prcvcnt the effect of any precipitation of
this mcasure ; You may, still more

‘erastination, the ‘I'rade shall be’ carried on only under gradual restrictions ;

that, not only in our colonies, but in that part of the coast of Africa where'

traffic that tends to the destraction of mankind.. When I am called upou_

irmly, be assured, that,.during this pro--
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they have alrcady succceded in sﬁbstituting a traffic of another and a better
description, I shall endeavour to discourage the former; and that the means

. now under consideration for attaining the object that We propose to: Our-

sclves will, very speedily, afford to Youthe most convincing proof of it.
Finally, considering the honourable interest, which You and Your nation
take in accomplishing this noble undertaking, to be, t}mt qf,t!xc yvhole human’
species, I shall think Mysclf happy to be able, on this occasion, to give You
a fresh testimony of the unalterable friendship and the perfect esteem - with

which I am, . - ) -
Sir, my Brother,

" Your good Brother, »
. _ - (Sigued) - "LOUIS.
To my Brotker the Prince Regent™ ' .
of England. ~ =~ '
No. 16. .
. . Paris, September 29, '1814.
- My Lorp, L o |

‘I have the honour to inclose the copy of a note which I sent to M. Le:
Comte de Jaucourt on the 26th instant, requesting an answer to my note of
the 26th August regarding the Slave Trade, and the copy of the answer from
that Minister. o S
' ' 'Y have the honour to be, &c. _

ST (Signed) , WELLINGTON. -
The Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. : -
. &es & &e.

(Ferst Inclosure in No. 16.)

Sir, Paris, September 26, 1814.

I beg leave to remind your Excellency that a month has now elapsed since
I sent to Prince Talleyrand a note on the subject of the Trade in Slaves on
the coast of Africa. o ‘

‘This note proposed certain arrangements for His Most Christian Majesty’s
considcration, which I have understood had generally met with His approba-
tion ; but itis vcg' desirable that I should be enabled to announce it ofhcially
to my Court, and I'shall be much obliged to you if you will let me have an
answer to the note of the 26th of August. - ' ' g

: : - "I have the honour to be, &¢.
" (Signed) WELLINGTON.

His Excellency the Comte De Jaucourt.

&e. §e. §e.

A (Secand Inclosure in No. 16.) |
M Losp, - L . - Paris, Scptembre 37, 1814. |
J'airecu la lettre qué V., E. m'a fait honncur de m'adresser en-dite d'hier
unr rappeler la note rélative d la Traite des Négres, qu'elle avoit passé le 26,
Nt des ¢ _ 2

i M. le Prince de Talleyrand. - - . ,
Avant de repondre officiellement 3 V. E~M. le Prince dg Talleyrand,



i

avoit erti devoir demander au ministre de las marine quelques renseignemens
sur.les- moyeus d’execnter les. mesures qu'elle proposoit dans cette note, et
ue lc Roi Fest mountré «isposé A adopter. - o o
Ces renseigaemens n'ont point cucore ¢té donnés par le departement de la.
marne. ' '
Je viens de les demander. de nouveau ct.dds. quils me. seront.parvenus
jaurai soin d'adresser & Vi E. la reponse queclle m'a fait I'honneur de, me
«demander. ‘ J'ai, &e. &e. &e. ' '

8. E. le Duc de Wellington, K. G.
' &e. &e. §e.

(Second Inclosure.in. No. 16.)—Translation,
My Lorp, - Paris, Sept. 27, 18}4.

1 have received the letter which your Exccllency has done.me the honour
to address to me, under date of yesterday, iworder to call to my recollectién
the note relative to the Slave-Trade, which you had transmitted, ‘on the 26th
of August, to the Prince de Talleyrand." _ _ :

The Prince de Talleyrand, previous to returning to your Excellency an
official answer, judged 1t incumbent upon him to apply to the Minister of the
Marine for some information concerning the means of executing thé measures.

which you propose in that note, and ‘which the King has shewn Himself dis-

posed to adopt. o . S « :
“That information the Department of: the Marine has not yet furnished.

T have demanded it again ; and the moment 1 shall have received it, I shall-

‘not fail sending your Excellency the answer which ymfdo me the honour to

ask of me.
' I have, &c. &e. &ei

To the Duke of Wellington. .
&e, &e; &eov -

: No. 17. _
Extraot. : ' Paris, October 4, 1814.

- In pursuance of the Prince Regent's commands, to offer to the French Go-
vernment the cession cither of a sum of money or an islaud in the West Indies,
in order to obtain from them the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1
took the carliest opportunity of speaking. to Monsieur . de Talleyrand on the
subject on the night of the 12th ultmo.. I told him that the idea of making

' this offer had originated in a notion which ‘provailed generally, that the French

.Government were disposed to abolish the trade entirely if some concession
were made to obtain ‘that object.—Monsicur de Tall?rand replied, that no
such disposition existed, that both the King and he ha explained themsclves
fully to your. Lordship and to me on the subject. That the King was de-

‘termined to perform IHis engagements 3 and in the mcan time to restrict the

- (Signé) J.JAUCOURT.

(Signed) J. JAUCOURT.
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trade of 11is subjectsas fur as was possible, on those parts of the coast ol Airica
.which we had pointed out, and to co-operate with the British Government by
every means in His power, at Congress: and clsewhcere, to pat an end to thye
trade altogether. ‘ ' - :

Finding in the course of the conversaiion that no dispasition existed to
abolish the trade immediately, on any ground, I'did not.think it necessary,
or proper- to describe what concession the British Government were dis.
posed to make, any further than as ouc to compensate to the persons inte-
rested in carrying onthe Slave Trade, for the losses they might be supposed
to incur by the inmediate abolition. ‘ o

I reported this conversation to Lord Liverpool, who has expressed to me
a desire that the offer of a cession to the French Government should be re.

. corded in a more formal manner, cither at Paris or,at Vienna, as might ap-
pear most expedient to yoar Lordship. .
~ Itappcars to me most expedient that it should be dohe at Vienna, Mon-
sieur de Talleyrand being there, in whose ' conversations in socicty at Paris
the idea is supposed to have originated. I had spoken to him alone on the
*subject, and I was quite certain that he had reported to the King the offer
which I had made of a ccssion to obtain the immediate. abolition. I was
certain that the King would neither accept nor refuse the offer, without re-
ferring to Ilis Minister at Vienna ; and I conccived that time would be saved,
and other advantages would be gained, by leaviig tie matter to be settled
by your Lordship with Monsieur de Talleyrand. _ :
) Iy therefore mentioned on the 29th to M. de Jaucourt, what had passed be-
tween M. de Talleyrand and me on the night of the 12th Scptember, and
~ explained the reasons for wishing that the offer and the auswer to it should
‘be recorded 5 and in order to save time, begged him to prevail upon the King
te send orders to M. de Talleyrand cither to decline or accept the offer, as His
Majesty might think proper. ) ' _
. In’the course of this conversation Monsicur de Jaucourt, who was deci-
dedly of opinion that the business ought to be settled at Vicnna, stated, that
he thought that the offer of a sum.of money to obtain this, or any other po-
litical object, ought not to be taken into consideration; and that the cession
of a West India Island would not be considered by those carrying on the
Slave Trade, as a compensation for the loss they would sustain by its imme-
diatc abolition ; -and that they would contend that the State would gain no-
thing by the ccssion, as the continuance of the trade would bring as much
new land into cultivation and produce in the old colonies, -as would be ac-
quired in the newly ceded colony. M. de Jaucourt promised me to' report
to His Majesty what I bad stated, and to make me acquainted with the re-
sult, but I have'not been able to see him till this day. -

Having ealled upon him this day he told me that he had mentioned to the
King what I ha(mcsircd him, and that His Majesty had directed him to
report it to Monsicur de Talleyrand, and to leave it to Monsicur de Talleyrand
to come to an agrecment with your Lordship, informing Monsicur de “L'allcy-

-rand at the same. time, that Iis Majesty's sentiments and intentions, as last
communicated to him, were not altered. I asked Monsicur de Jaucourt
whether T was to understand that His Majesty accepted or declined the
offcr which had becn made ; and he said that he knew no more than he had
told me, and I must form my own opinion from what I knew of ‘Ilis Ma-
Jesty’s sentinents ; that he, Monsieur . de Jaucourt,- was not acquainted with
the instructions which the King had given Monsieur de Talleyrand, and that”
. he was only directed to refer to those instructions, and to report the cone

scrsation with me, - :
- , .. (Signed) WELLINGTON. -
The Viscount Castlereagh, K. G. - ' '
T S, e e
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~No. 18.
(Letract.) ' ' Paris, Octaber 10, 1814,
. .

In further pursnance of the instructions I have reccived, to make a fresh
cffort to induce the King to adopt the measures immediately to prevent the
Trade in Slaves on the north coast of the continent of Africa, suggested in
the note which I gave to Monsicur de Talleyrand, on the 26th of Xugust I
immediatelv waited upon M. de Blacas, and requested him to lay that rcp:)rt
hefore the King, and to point out to His Majesty the cvil cousequences which
must result from any further delay in the adoption of the measures to prevent
the trailick in Slaves on that coast, the principle of which had been already
agreed to, and their carly exccution promised. .- - . '

M, de Blacas promised me to lay the paper before the King, and to inforn
Ilis Majesty what I had said. ' . Tl ' ‘

I could not see M. de Jaucourt till this day, and I urged him in the most
carncst manner to let us have a decided answer upon this subject. I am
sorry to have to report, however, that the matter rests cxactly where it did,
in the department of the marine, and that although M. de Jaucourt prowised
me that .he would make every excrtion in his power to obtain a report from
that department, it i3’ impossible for me to fecl sanguine that I SL&H have
the decision of Government as soon as I wish, ' '

Your Lordship may rely upon it, that I will not lose any opportunity
which may offer of urging the King's ministers to bring thc business to a
conclusion. - o S R -

SRR " (Signed) | - WELLINGTON.
Viscount Castlercagh, - ' T S

© G- ge. e

4 ‘No.19. 4
My Lorbp, L Paris, Oct. 13, 1814,

.T waited dpon M. de Jaucourt yesterday, to inquire what steps had been
taken since 1 had last seen him, in order to restrict the Trade 1n Slaves on
the north coast of Africa, and he communicated to me a letter which he had

" written to the Marine Department, to point out the engagements into which
the King and Monsieur de Talleyrand had entcred on that subject, and to
urge the carly-adoption of measures to carry them into execution. .,
‘ %’ our Lordship may dcpend upon it that I will not fail to call the attention
of the Government to this subject, and urge every argument to induce them
to perform what has been promised. '

' ’ : I have the honour to be, &c. - . .

(Signed) ..~ WELLINGTON.

" The Fiscount Castlcreagh, K. G. . :

&e. - &e. . He.

e kY "

~ No. 20.
(Exrtract.) ' Paris, Oct.20, 1814.
“ T'have as yet received no answer regarding the restriction of the Slave .
Trade, on the north coast of Africa, notwithstanding that I-have twice urged

Monsieur de Jaucourt on, the subject since he shewed me the copy of his
letter to Monsicur Ferrand. ’

i
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. Ali Lord Buc de Wellington, -

0.

“¢ Your Lordship will obscrve in the publications of the duy, the degree
to which’ the public mind is agitated upon this subject. It has lieen dis-
cussed with a considerable degree of violence, and ‘prejudice against:‘the
British Government inthe Chamberof Deputies.”

(Signed) WELLINGTON.
Yiscount Castlereagh, ' ' '
&e. &e. &e.
"No." 217
{Extract.) | ‘ Par\:'s;‘l\sz‘e}itb'cr 3, 1814

- I have the honour of inclosing the copy of = Iétter and its inclosures from
Mons. ¢ Comte de Jaucourt, in the latter of which'you will find the orders:

" given by the Minister of Marine for -confining the French Slave Trade to the

coast of Africa, to the southward of Cape Formoso. - S

. Your Lordship will observe that much remains to be done to securc that the
iorders which have been given shall be strictly carried into execution ; and
to provide for the condemnation of slive vesscls taken in the act of disobcx:,-‘ .
ing these orders, and for the care of the captured slaves, and I will immedi-
ately enter upon discussions with the French Government on the subject.

(Signed) - WELLINGTON.
The Lord Viscount Castlereagh, K. G..
. o Ge Ge. e '

(First Inclosure in No. 21.). »
M1 Lorp, . : Pigris, 2 Novembre, 1814,

J'ai cu 'honneur de prevenir votre Excellence que je demandais au Ministre
«de ]a Marine les renseignemens sur les mesures qui il avoit prises pour remplir
les intentions du Roi rélativement 3 la Traite. : :
. Il vient.de m’addresser Pextrait de la correspondance: qu'ik'a eu Ioécasion
d'entretenir A ce sujet, et dans laquelle se trouvent consignés les principes du
‘Gouvernement,. et les ordres qu'il donne en conséquence. - »
J’ai I'honneur de transmettre cet extrait 3 votre%}xccllence; elle'y trouvers

- sans " doute la preuve-de la franchise de nos intcations: sur.ce qui tient 3
. Pexécution des clauses convenues, o T

J'ai Phonneéur, &e..

- {Signé) = ".JAU'COURT.-

&o. &e. §eoo.
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(First Inclosure in No, 21,)—Translation.

"My Lorb, Paris, Nov. 2, 1814,

. I have alréady had the honour of acquainting your Excellency that I had
applicd to the Minister of the Marinc for inforngm};ion res 'cct'inv{hc' measures
which he had taken for fulfilling the intentions of thc:lé; e '
Slave Trade.

I have just reccived from him an extract of the ‘correspondence which he
~ has had occasion to hold on this subject, and in which are laid down tha

principles of the Government, together, with the orders it has issued in con-
sequence, - - ‘

1 do myself the honour to transmit this extract to your Excellency. It

. will prove to you, no doubt, the frankness of our intentions upon what
relates to the exccution of the clauses agreed upon, =~ |
4 : S | haves the honour, &ec, ‘
A igned : JAUCOURT.
The Duke of Wellington, Oiged) o
&e. &e. &e.

(Second Inclosure in No. 21.)

Marine Direction des Colonies.

Paris, Septembre 22, 1814. -

- Chargé, Monsieur, du Ministére de 1a Marine, par interim, durant la ma-

. ladie de M. de Malouct, -et depuis sa mort, je me suis occupé des affaires de
e Ministere qui exigoient une expédition journaliere. Tout ce qui concernoit
le départ de Batimens pour les colonies orientales. et occidentales dont, 1a
France réprend possession, a particuliérement attiré mon attention, et je n'ai:
Pt en donner beaucoup 2 ce qui a rapport & la Cote d'Afrique; je ne puis
~done vous dire encore ce qui sera reglé relativement aux pointes de cette cote
<ou la Traite des Negres pourra se faire, mais je sais que-l'intention de Sa
Majesté est qu’ elle ait lieu plutét au dessous du Cap Formose qu’ au dessus,
et particulierement & la Céte de Guinée, et & celle d'Angole. L

(Signé) °~ LE COMPTE FERRAND.

" Armateur & Nantes. "

© (Second Inclosure in No,23.)— Z't_'a'mlatiqn. )
" Marine Colonial Department.
- S, , o Paris, Sepf..éﬁ, 1814. |
" The Department of the Marine having been placed under my direction, ad
interim, both during the #lness of M. de Malouet and.since his death, the
duties of that department, in which every day produces much official corres-
pondence, have constantly engaged my attention. "Whatever relates to the
departure of ships for the Colonies in the East and West Indies, of which

France recovers possession, has been an objett of -my particular care, but I
have not been. able to attend much to what concerns the coast of Africa. It

is therefore not as yet in my power to inform you of -the partxcular points on

ng, relative to the
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-that coast which it is in contemplation to sct apart for the Slave Trade; byt

I know His Majesty’s intention to be that it should be carried on below Cape

Formosa, rather than above it, and particularly on the Coast of Guinca and

of -Angola. ‘ T Lo
(Signed) . COUNT' DE FERRAI\D. .

To M. Genevois, -
Ship Owner at Nantes.

(7 /4{')‘3 Inclosure in No. 21.)

Circulaire. Marine Direction des Colonics.

MoNSIEUR, - Paris, :October 8, 1814.

Il m’ a été adressé plusicurs démandes en autorisation d’armamens pour la
Traite des Noirs. Le Roi ne m'a point encore fait connaitre Ses intentions -
definitives 3 ce sujet. S. M. m'a sculement manifesté le desir que ces sortes
d'expéditions ne se portassent pas en dega du sud du Cap Formose. En
conséquence, vous voudrez bicn vous borner quant 3 present & permettre dés
qu'ils seront prets A prendre la mer, le départ des Navires qui seraient des-
tinés & aller traiter que sur les pointes de la Céte de I'Afrique, qui sc trou-
vent au sud du Cap dont il s'agit. =Je vous prie aussi 'de donner avis aux
armateurs de votre arrondissement, des dispositions’ que je viens de vous
notifier. : T

" Recevez, .

(Signé) COMTE FERRAND.

A M. M. ls’ Prefets Maritimes

" et Commissaires chargés du
Serypice dans les Ports.

(Third Inclosure in No. 23.)—Translation.
Circular. Marine Colonial Departqleht.

Sir, ' ' . Paris, October 8, 1814,

Several applications have been made to me to permit the fitting out of
ships for the Slave Trade. The King has not yct communicated to me Ilis
final determination on the subjcct. %Iis Majesty has only manifested to. me

-tho desire, that such voyages should not be .made northward of Cape For-

mosa, Accordingly, you will have the goodness .to confine yourself only,”
for the present, to permit, as soon as they shall be ready for sailing, - the de-
parture ‘of vesscls intended for the Slave Trade,. to thosc points of the Coust
of Africa -whlcl.} are to the Southward of the Cape in'question; I alto
entreat you to ihform, the ship-owners.of your district, -of, the dispositions
that I have notified to you. . - :
.. Receivey' &c, &e. &e.: .

o . (Signed) © '~ COUNT FERRAND.
T'o Messrs. the Maritime Prefects

and Commissuries, appointed in

t,‘e Por“o o o h
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{(Fourth Inclosure in No. 21.)

MONSIEUR, ' Paris, Octobre 19, 1814,

Ma circulaire, du 8 de cc mois vous chargeoit de faire connaitre aux armateurs
de votre arrondissement, qitils pouvaicnt des ce moment expédier leurs na-
vires {)om_' la Traite des Noirs, pourvu qu'en conformité des intentions du
Roi, ils »’ exercassent é¢ ‘dommerce que sur les pointes .dela cote d’Afrique,
située au Sud du Cap Formose. ' -

Cette partic du Continent presente assez de resources pour leur laisser la-
faculté de pourvoir aux besoins indispensables de nos Colonies, en méme tems
qu'clle offre un débouché pour le produits de nos manufactures. -

Enfin la disposition rappeléc plus haut ne nuira point & la Traite de la
Gomme et du Morfil du Sénégal, puisque dans les habitudes de commerce,
«ccs dernicrs opérations sont toujours distinctes de celles qui ont pour bitla
“Iraite des Noirs.. e o : -

Quant A celle-ci, lc Roi, comme je vous Fai annoncé veut qu'clles soient’
restreintes dans les Inites indiquées; et comme il importe ‘de ne point four-
nir 'occasion du plus légere doute sur I'entiere et fidele exécution -des inten-
tions de Sa Majesté 4 cet dgard, les *ca{:itaines de nos batimens devront
soigneusement éviter, & leur rétour de la "Praite du Sud du Cap- Formosc, de
se tenir plus rapproches de la portion du cortinent d'Afrique, au nord du
dit Cap, que ne e rendra, néeéssaire, daprés leur pointe de départ, leur route
dirccte vers nos colonies.d’Amerique. : - o

Je vous recommande de ne laisser partir aucune batiment Francois pour la
Traite, sans lui donner, A titré d'instruction -obligatoire, une copie de ia pre-
sente circulaire, dont vous voudrez bien m’accuser reception. . O
S ' .Lec Ministre et Sécrétaire d'Etat de

. la Matine, parinterim.
. _ ~ (Signé). - % FERRAND.
- A M. M. Les Prefels Maritimes ‘
ot Administraleuss des Ports.

;(Fourﬂa Inclosure in No. 31.)—=Translation.

Marine Colonial Department. -
Circular. L
_ Sir, _ o ' Paris, October 19, 1814,

By my circular of the gth instant, you were directed to notify to the ship-
owners of your district, that, from that moment, they had permission to
. dlispatch vesscls for the Slave Trade, provided that, conformably to the
King's intentions, they should carry it on only on such points of the African

«<oast as are situated south of Cape Formosa.*

This portion of the Continent presents sufficient resonrces for enabling

them to supply the necessities of our colonics, at the samie thne that it offers
-a vent for our n'l:_mufeicturcs. T

" Neithcr will the “above regulations iaterfore- with. the gum and ivory trade -

«on the coast of Senegal, these branches of commcrce having hithierto always’
been kept separate froin"speculations in the traftick of negrocs. -
With respect to the Jatter, as I have .alrc'ady mfor_mgd you, ?t is ITis M‘{‘;
_jesty's pleasure that they shall be restricted to the‘_hml-ts-_stat_cd_., And as it
s of jinportancé not -to afford any occasion. for tho least doubt on the ‘entire_
and fait‘}fu'l exccition of Fhis Majipsg;’-s intentions inf thig respect, thé masters’
‘of ouf vessels must be careful, on -

Leir return' frony the trade to thé south-

'ward of Cape Formosa, to avoid approaching nearer to that portion of the”

African Continent which is situated north of the said Cape, than their direct

711



712

od M. M. Les Armateurs et Marins

24

course from (he particular point of their departure towards our American Co..
lonies shall render necessary. . . . - o
You will not suffer any French vessel to put to sca with a view of carryiy
on the Slave Trade, without furnishing her, by way of obligatory instruction
with a copy of the present circular; the receipt of which from me you wili
have the goodness to acknowledge. ' : '
The Minister and Sccretary of State for the Marine, ad interim,

{Signed) = FERRAND.
o the Maritime Prefects, and T '
Administrators of Ports.

{Fifth Inclosure in No. 21.)
Marine Direction des Colonies.

Paris, 19 Octobre, 1814,
. J'ai recu, et mis sous les yeux du Roi, Messicurs,.votre addresse en date da
3 de ce mois, relative A la Traite des Négres. :
L'intention de Sa Majesté est; que la Traite n'ait licu que vers les parties
de la cote d’Afrique situées au Sud du Cap Formose. - ‘

- Cette partie du Continent presente, Messieurs, assez de resources pour vous
laisser la faculté de pourvoir aux besoins indispensables de nos colonies, ct
offre, en méme tems, un moyen de débouché pour nos manufactures.

La disposition que Je vous annonce ne nuira point  la Traite de la Gomme
et du morfil du Sénégal, puisque, dans les habitudes du.commerce, cés opera-

 tions sont toujours distinctes de celles qui ont pour bdt la Traite des noirs.

Le depart de I'Expedition du Roi pour le Séiégal reglera celui des batimens
particuliers qui auroient la. méme s:stination, mais ricn ne s'oppose i ce que
vous vous livriez dés-a-preseént & la Traite des Esclaves, potivu qu'elle se fasse
dans les limites prescrites, oést-a dire, au Sud du Cap Formose:
: C ' Agrécz, &c. ' .

" (Signd) ~ COMTE FERRAND.

" dela Ville dd Havre.

e

(FYfth Inclosure in No. 21,)—Translation.
. Marine Colpniél Department. =

. 'GﬁN’l‘LEMEN,“ o - Paris, October 19, 1814,
I have received and laid before the King your application, dated the 3d

- instant, rclative to the Slave Trade. ‘

It is His Majesty's intention that the Slave Trade shall be carried on only
<on those points of the African coast situated south of Cape Formosa. '
_ That portion of the continent presents sufficient resources for enabling you
to supply the miost -urgent wants of our colonies, and offers, at the samo,
time, a market for our manufactures, . ‘ '

" . . This regulation will not affect the Gum and Ivory Trade in Senegal, in-
. asmuch as, according to the practice hitherto pursued, these commercial _
* #ransactions are carricd on distinct from the Negro Trade. The departure of
. the King's squadron for Sencgal, is to be, considered as the: signal for the'
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sailing of the private shipping which may be bound to that part of the world.

'You may, however, without any hesitation, enter immediately on*the Slave

Trade, provided that it be restricted to its. presomt.limits, - that is, to the

coast south of Cape Formosa. ‘ ’ .
Aceept, &c. &e.

- (Signed) COUNT FERRAND:
. Messrs. the Ship Owners and ﬂ[a;g'iner.)s' T FERRAND
of the town of  Havre, .
-No. 22. _
‘My Lorp,. : Paris, Noveniber 5, 1814,

"Having had an "oppoitunity of -;tillkin'g with the Minister of Marine last

night, regarding the measures to be adopted to-carry-into exccution:the King's
orders -for frcventmg the Slave ‘Trade on the north west coast of Africa, |
discovered that that proposed ininy note of ghe.26th-of August, addressed to

the Prince of Benevente, viz. * The -reciprocal search by ships of war of-

both mations, of vessels trading on the toasts,” was so disagreeable to the
Government, and T -had seen in different publications, -that it was likely to
be so much so to. the nation, that.there was no chance 6f -succecding ‘in

etting it adopted, -and theréfore I prepared:the memorandum, of whichl
inclose the copy, to be submitted to the Minister, ata meeting which'I was
to have with him this-day. .- - o R

I found there the Comte de Jaucourt, Monsicur ‘Reinhard, Monsicur

Ferrand, and the Director of Marine; and upon reading this memorandum,
but few, if any objections, were made-to what I proposed. -
" 'I;hcirzfriuciple'objection was to the Fourth Article. . They contended that,
i they b

there-would have been no objection to consider-as illegal traders, vessels, with
Slaves found -on beard, at a certain distance from the prohibited coast ; but
that vessels might be forced by weather from the coast south of Cape For-
mosa, to the coast between Cape Formosa and Cape Palmas, and, that the
detention of ‘those vesscls, even toshave their cases considered by a Court of
Admiralty, would be ‘highly injurious to'the owners, -and might be so to-the
interests of humanity. ' o - .

I explained that ‘my memorandum contrined only. a.general proposal for
regulations, which they were to draw out in detail ; and as they consented
to discuss them with me afterwards, I would:then point out what objections
1 conceived existcdl. to the «dotails they should propose; bearing always-in
mind the King's instruction to prevent the Trade in Slaves, on the coast as
far south as Cape Formosa, and the necessity of providing for putting these
inteutions into exccution, o -

They -also stated some ohjections to the sixt Article. They said that the
‘King had meither the -establishments, nor the facilitics, nor the means, at
Tlis settlements, that we had.at:Sierra-Leone; and they begged for informa~
tion on this proposition. 1 shall be'obliged to your-Lordship, if you will let
e have as nmc{: detailed information es can begiven regarding Sierra Leone.

It might-also be deserving of consideration, whether some of the means
Of the ‘African: Socicty might not be dirceted with advantage, to the forma-
tion of .establishments, for the benefit of the negroes in the French settle-
ments, of the same description with those at Sierra Econe. - '

Any information upon-Sierra’Leone, or any cxtension to the French settle-
ents, ofthe advantages which the Negrocs enjoy there, from the Funds of
‘the African Socicty, weild tend more than any thing elsc, to prove to_the
people of this country, that those of -ours have tilien up this subjéct, from
wotives of humanity-only. S

ad -confined their prohibition to the coast north of Cape Palmas,
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T beg to have your Lordship's opinion at an early period, regarding what
I have %)roposcd to the Minister of Marine, and suc dctaflcd?i?xstruitioxli,
on the different points proposcd, as your Loordship may think it proper to
give me. } .

: I have, &e. ' 4 _

' (Signed) ~ WELLINGTON.
Viscount Castlereagh,

&e. &e. &e.

 (Inclosure in No. 22.)

Mem. pour Son Excellence Monsicur le Ministre de la Marine, .ce 5
‘ Nov. 1814.

Sa Majesté ayant determiné par ses ordres dans le departement de la marine,
ue la Traite des ‘Négres ne sc feroit pas sur la céte d’Afrique, au nord du
gap Formose il reste 3 adopter Jes mesures pour assurer I'execution'de Ses
vucs bienfaisantes. ' - S = :

Les mesures ci-apres sont soumis 3 Monsicur le ministre de.la marine:

1. D'Instruire les Gouverneurs des. Etablissemens Frangois sur la céte
d'Afrique ci-dessus nommée dez intentions de- Sa Majesté, ct les ordonmer |
de veiller 2 leur exécution. _ ~ o

2. Enveyer un ot plus de batimens de guerre sur la céte 3-fin d’y veiller
par mer. , IR -

3. Ordonner que- tout vaisscau &c. qui_ seroit pris. faisant la Traite de
Négres dans les parages prohibés, scroit condamné avee sa cargaison comme
bonne prise au vaisscau de. Sa Majesté, aux troupes, ou a Pautorité” quil -
auroient pris... : _ L

4. Ordonner que tout vaisscau pris dans les é_parages ot la Traite scroit
prohibée, ayant 3-bord des esclaves soit consideré comme ayant fait la, T'raite -
des Négres dans ces parages, ct soit condamné avee sa cargaison.comme .
prise. o : . , o .

~ 5. Etablir dans la colonic.de Sénégal, ot 3 Gorée une cour de prises pour
prendre connaisance des intractions des ordres ' de Sa Majesté sur ce sujet.

6. Fixer les ‘moyens d'établir, et de faire vivre les Négres-qui scroient .

pris dans les yaisseaux dans les parages ob la Traite des Négres st prohibée

& linstar de I'établissement Anglois a Sicrra Leone. . » e
(Signé) - . . WELLINGTON..

(Inclosure in No. 23,)— Translation.

Memorandum ‘for his Ex'céllcnc}z the Minister of the Marine, Nov. 5, 1814.

~“Ilis Majesty having determined, by His orders issued to the Department of
the Marine, that the Slave Trade shall not be carried on, on that portion of -
the Coast of Africa which lics to ‘the northward of Cape Formosa, it be-
comes necessary to take measures for ensuring the execution of His benevo-
lent views, ' ‘ - ' o

‘Lhe following measures are submitted to the Minister of Marine :—

1. To inform the Governors of the French Settlements on the above-men-
tioned Coast of Africa respecting the intention of His Majesty, and to order
them to watch over their execution. - T .

2. To dispatch one or more men of war to tht Coast, with -2 view of”
guarding by sca agninst any infringement of the samie, ' ‘
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3. Toorder that any vessel, &e. detected in cai'rying on the Slave Trade
in the prohibited latitades, and captured in the same, shall,’ together with.-
her cargo, be condemned as a good prize to any of Iis Majesty’s ships, to-

the troops, or to any authority that may have taken her.

4. Tororder that any vessels, taken in those latitudes where the trade

shall be prohibited, and having slaves ‘on board; shall be considered as
having carried on the Slave Trade in those latitudes, and shall be considered,
with her cargo, as a good prize. ' ' '

5. To cstablish in the Colony of .Senegal, or at- Goree, a Prize-court, for
taking cognizance of any infraction of 1lis Majesty’s orders on this subject.

6. To determine on the means of ‘cstablishing and subsisting such negroes
as may be taken on board ships in the latitudes where.the Slave Trade
is ptohibited, after the manner practised in the English scttlement at Sieraa
Leone, ' ' '

(Signed) - WELLINGTON.
No. 23.
My Lorp, . ‘ Paris, Jan:23d, 1815.

1 inclosc a copy of tlie regulations by which the French Government pro-

pose to carry into ¢xecution their prohibition of the Slave Trade on the

N. W. Coast of Africa.

After receiving the paper, I had a mieeting with the Minister of Marine

and. the Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which I pointed out. the dif-
ference between what was contained in the inclosed reglement, and what
was proposed in the paper transmitted to your Lordship in my dispatch of

the 3d November, and I stated that what was now proposed to be done did

not perfoun the King's engagement, nor carry into execution his intentions,
as stated in the different notes, letters, and-conversations, which had passed
between 1lis Majesty or His Ministers, and your Lordship or myself. .
 After a long discussion, in which the Minister of Marine oftered to ex-
tend the prohibitive system as far as Cape Thrce Points, and I contended
that it should be carricd as fiist proposed to Cape Formosa, as the only.
mode of preventing the revival of the horrors of the Slave Tradé in_coun-
trics in which they had been effectually put an end to by-Great Britaini
during the war, it was agreed that I should propose such alterations of the
rdglement as would make it suit the views of my Government, and -that
we should have another mecting to take those alterations into consideration,

and that in the mean time the prohibitive ?stcm should be continued, as-

contained in the papers inclosed to your Lordship on the 3d November.
" I accordingly gave to M. de Jaucourt the memoranda of which the in.
closed are copies. e . Co
I have since had no meeting upon the subject, but I have had two or
three conversations upon it with ‘A\f. de Jaucourt and M. Beugnot,” the Mi-
nister of Marine, in each of which I cbserved an increasing disposition in
the French Government toact more entirely in our views of this subject, and
of colonial policy connected withit. . o
I attribute this measure, in'a great degree, to their incréasing knowledge
of the state of St. Domingo. L . .
It is evident, however, that nothing will be brought forward'on the sub-
fect till M. de Talleyrand returns; and as the. prohibitive system still
exists along the coast to Cape Formosa, I have thought it best not to press
them farther at present upon the réglement, . - R _ '
M. de Beugnot, the Minister of Marine, has, by the King's commands,
publickly disclaimed M. Lavaysse. 1 believe this person- was sent to Ja-
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“vraica to ascertain the state of. St. Domingo, but he could not have been ane
sthorised to write the letters which have been published as his, -
I have, &c. .
| (Signed) WELLINGTON.
T'o Piscount Castlereagh, K. G.

&e. §e. §e.

{(First Fnelosure in No. 23.)

"Monsizur LE Duc, ~ Paris le.3 Dccembre, 1814,

V. E. m’ayant témoigné dans la conférence que nous avons eu relativement
A Ia Traite des Neégres, le désir de connoitre les mésures adoptées par le
Gouverncment .Francois en, conséquence de la déclaration du Roi, du 27 Mai
dernier, j'ai.'honneur de vous envoyer cn communication le projét de régle-
-ment quej'ai 'intention.de soumettre a I'approbation.de §. M. Ce reglement
est (quant 3 la mesure dans laquelle le Commerce, dcla Traite sera dorenavant
permis, 3 les limites et aux restrictions qui -lui sont imposées) parfaitement
conforme aux bascs adoptées dans notre conference; et V. E. reconnoitra
Jespére, par les précautions priscs pour faire ¢xécuter ponctucllement les
ardres du Roi et obvier 3 la:fraude, que le Gouvernement Frangois remplit avee'
fidélité et dans toute son ctendue I'engagement. pris .de décourager-la Traite
des Negres.dans.certains parages. o ' ‘

R .Xgréez, Monsieur, &c. .

_ . {Signé)- FERRAND.
M. le Due dé Wellington.

(First Fnclosure in No. 23.)==Translation.

My Lokb, o Paris, December 3,1814.
In_the conference which we had respecting the Slave Trade, your Grace
having expressed a desire to be informed of the measures adopted by the
French ‘Government, :in sconsequence-of His - Majesty’s Declaration of the -
27th of May last, Ihave the honour herewith to-communicate:the projét of
the regulation, which it is my intention ‘to submit to His Majesty’s approba-
tion ;—This regulation (as far es relates 1to the modes in which the commerce
in Negroes will hereafter be permitted, and- to .the limits and restrictions to-
be imposed thereon) is in perfcet .conformity: with -the bases adopted in our
conference, and your Excellency will, T hope, perccive from the precautions
taken, punctually to exccate the King’s orders, and to prevent fraud, that tho
French ‘Goverpment fulfils with fidelity, and to-the utmost extent, her-en<
gagement to diseourage the traffick in negrocs, within cettain latitudes, - -
‘ Accept, Sir, &c. - L
 (Signed) . " FERRAND,
s Fwecllency the Dulie.of Wellington. '
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(Sceond Inclosure in No. 23.)

‘Réglement sur ln Traite des Négres.

C'Il,c Ministre et Scerétaire d'Etat ayantie Departement de la Mavine ot des
olonies. . ‘ .
‘Considérant que le Roi, dans des vues c’humanité, et d'un.commun accord:
" avec plusicurs puissances de I'Europe, s'est propesé de mettre bientdt un terme
2la 'Fmitc des Négres; ' .

Que Sa Majesté qui a déja manifesté 1a volonté de restreiridre cette Traite
dans les limites que les circonstances semblent Lui avoir assignées, a reconnu
toute fois qi'elle était nécessaire pendant quelque temis encore 3 des établisse-
mens importans pour leur métropole, afin de préparer successivement un
nouvdl ortire ‘de thoseset de rendre moins sensibles les sacrifices qu'il doit
‘entrainer; L : : :

" Que la continuation temporaire de la Traite est utile dans l'interét méwe
de la classe-d’hommes actuellement employés aux cultures de nos colonics; ®

Que les sujets du Roi contrarieraient les intentions formelloment, exprimes
‘par Sa Majest€’s ils renouvellaient la Traite sur des points de la cote d’Afrique,
.ot elle a effectivement cessé détre faite depuis plusieurs. années ol des éta-
‘blisscmens _ont"été fondés dans le dessein de civilizer les habitans de ces con-
trées et de remplacer le traftic des esclaves par-le @ommerce des productions
du pays. - ' ' '

-C?my;idéranf que Sa Majesté a ordonné que 1a traite des Neégrés cesserait
sdés 3 present dans la partie-de T'Afrique située au Nord du Cap de Palme.

Areéte.

Article 1.—Les capitaines ct armatcurs des biitimens destinés A la traite des
Négres continueront A s'abstenir de faire ce commerce sur la partie des cotcs
. Afrique située entre le Cap Blanc et lc Cap de Palme. - C

Article 2.—Le méme commerce est interdit 3 tout individu' faisant partic
‘des établissemens Francais 3 la cote d'Afrique; et si des Neégres avoient été

:achetés par quclques uns de ces individas, le commandant du Sénégal s'en -

emparcra, et il fera pour ces Negres ce qui scra fait pour ceux trouvés sur des

‘navires particuliers, en contravention au présent réglement.
" Article 3.—Les navires destinés 3 la traite des Négres pourront en se ren-
“&ant aux licux ol clle est permise, ranger les cotes d'Afrique depuis le Caps
Blane jusqu’ au Cap des Palmes, sur lesquelles ce commerce est prohibe,
“Inais A leur retour ils devront s'en €loigner, ainsi tout navire qui on trouve &

moins de quarante lieues au large des cotes situées entre le Cap Blanc et le

"Cap des Palmes, ayant des Négres  bord qui’ ne seroient Ppas portés sur le

‘réle d'équipage, sera consideré comme ayant fait la Traite dans ces parages} -

«en consequence il sera saisi et conduit au Sénégal. N
" Article 4.—Les événemens de la mer tel qu'un tems forcé; qui obligerait,
“un navire chargé des Négres 3 sc rapprocher malgre hui des cétes ou la traite
est prohibée, seront constatés 3-bord par un proces verbal qui sera signé du
~~capitaine, des officicrs et du_premicr maitre. Il scra également dressé un
" procts verbal dans le cas ol une voie d'eau ou tout autre accident qui emi-
pocherait un navire do continuer sa route I'obligerait & venir sur ces mémes
"cotes, soit pour sauver son équipage, soit pour y faire les réparations dont il
auraijt besoin pour sc rendre & sa destination. "'8i Tavaric justificla necessité
" d’ttre venu dans un parage prohibde, lcs t:o;nmal}d:ms. des batimens de $a
Majesté sont autorisés & relacher ce navire; ils Vaideront de tout leur pouvoir

:a6in qu'il puisse s'cn Learter sous l plus bref délai. :
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Les dits commandans seront tenus dladresser aa miaisive de la mariue ot
<es colenivs un rapport detaillé sur les circonstances de force majeure qui
awaicat contraint le navire & se diviger sur ta eote prolibée; ils joindrout 3
leur rapport une copic de toutes les pidces justificatives. :

Article 5.—Tout armateur ct capitaine qui fora la traite dans les partics de
1a cote o elle est autorisée, sera tenu, an moment on il quittera la cote pour
se rendic dans les colonies Francaises de 'Amérique, de " dicsser un procées
verbal constatant le nombre, le sexe, et 'age des noirs quil anra & bord, et les
parages dans lesquels-la dite traite aura.été faite, ce procés verbal sera signé
par les capitaines subrecargues et premicrs maitres, .

Article 6.—Deux batimens de Sa Majesté croiseront sur les cotes d’Afrique
afin d'assurer 'exécution des ordres da Roi. -+ .- .

- Article 7.—Tous lcs navires qui seront” rencontrds fpzn' les bitimens de Sa
Majeste faisant la traite des Negres dans les linvites defendues scront arretds et
conduits au Sénégal. - : - , . S _

Les commandans de ces bitimens procdderont 3 P'égard de. ces navires
suivant les réglemens usités en tems de guerre & I'égard des prises maritines,

Article 8.—Les Négres qui se trouveroient & bord des bitimens capturés
scront . immédiatement débarqués ct le commandant du Sénégal pourvoira &
leur-logement, subsistance, ct entretien, . . . ‘

Article 9.—I1 scra procédé & instruction de la procédure et au jugement
e la prise, par. une; commission qui scra formée aua Séadgal, - Cette comnis-

:sion procédéra conformément aux réglemcns .observds: en ‘tems.de guerre &

Pégard des prises maritimes. Elle sera composée du commandant pour le
Roi au Scnegal ct de deux fonctionnaires supéricurs. Un commis principal
remplira les fonctions de seeretare. -+ - . o 0 .
- Article 10.—Les navires capiurés seront aussitét aprés la decision de la
commission du Sénégal renvoy¢s dans un port Francais en Europe avee toutes
les pidees de la procédure; les marchigudises et cféts resteront 4 bord, sauf
.ccux dont la conservation exigerait le debarquement.
Le Commandant -du Sénégal et le Commandant du Batiment capteur se
concerteront pour nominet un coudugteur de prise, . S To
Le dit navire scra remis & I'Administration ;de la Marine dans le Port-
ol il sera amicné. - ) o s '
.Article 11.—~1Il scra formé A Paris unc Commission supérieure que pronon-

ccra en dernier ressort dans le cas d'appel sur les priscs faitos d'aprésles Arti-

cles 4 ct 5, sur.la cote d’Afrique. - : : o

Elie scra composée, de deux Conscillers d'etat deux Maitres des. requétes,
deux Officiers généraux. ou supéricurs de lanarine, quatre Officiers d’Admini-
stration de la Marine, dont un fera les fouctions de Procurcur du Roi, ct un
autre eclle de Séerétaire. , .- . 7 . LT
, ~Article 12.—Les partics-intcressées pourront rapeller & cette Commission
supéricure des decisions rendues par cellé du Sénégal. S

Article 13.—Les navires définitivement condamnés, ainsi que les marchan-
dises ‘et efléts trouvds A bord, seront vendu par les. soins dé¢ I'Administration
de la marine, dans le Port ol ils auront €té amenés, et le produit én sera versé
A la caisse-des invalides de Ja Marine sauf la déduction des depenscs qui resul-
teront de Parrestation ct de la garde des dits navires, delanouryiture etde I'en-
tretien des ndgres, e St

Article 1.4.—Lorsque, par suite des, décisions de la Commission du Sénégal,
ct de la Commission supéricurc, les négres trouvés sur les. Navirés eap-
turée iic devront pas étre restitués aux, armateurs, l¢ Commandant du Séné-
gal les emploicra comme cultivateurs et ouvriers libres, 3 moins qu'ils ne

préférassent retourner dans leurs pays. :

Article 15.—Il est particuli®rement recommandé aux,“armateurs et capi=
taines des batimens négriers de'traiter les adgres avec douceur, de leurs procu-
rer une nourriture saine et abondaute, de donner & leur conservation tous
les soins qu'exige I'humanité ct surtout de n'embarquer sur chaque bétiment
que le nombre d'esclaves qu'ilpourra contenir sans nuire 3 leur santé.
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Le¢s Gouverneurs et Intendants de nos établissemens d'Amdrigue feront
visiter les batimens négriers & leur arrivée dans nos colonies, et feraient con-
‘naitre au Ministre et Seerétaire d'Etat, ayant le Department de la Marine, les
Armatcurs qui n'auraient pas ponctucllement suivi les intentions bicnfai-
santes du Roi.

(Signé) : FERRAND.

+ (Second Inclosure in No. 23.)—-’-7'7‘a7tdatibn, ‘

" 'REGULATIONS 'CONCERNING THE SLAVE TRADE.

_The Minister and Seérctary of State for the Depnrtméht of the Marine and
of the Colonies, ' ) o .

Considering that the King, from - motives of humanity, and in- concert:

with several Powers.of Europe, has résolved speedily to-put an end to-the
‘Slave Trades S s : S

~ That His Majesty, who has alrcady manifested the desire of confining this
trade within those bounds which-circumstances scem to have assigned to it,

has ncvertheless found that it was still for some time necéssary to settlements,

which are of importance to their mother country, with a view of gradually .

jpreparing a new order of things, and of rendering less painful the sacrifices
which it must carry along withit; . S o
‘That as all the persons actually employcd in cultivating-our colonics, have
“an intercst in the temporary continuation of thiy trade, it is also useful :
‘That the subjects of the King would defeat the intentions formally ex-
-pressed by His Majesty if they were to renew the trade on those poluts of
:the ‘coast, of Africa where it has effectually ccased to be carried on’ for
several years, and where settlements have been established for the purpose of
.civilizing the inhabitants of those countries, and of replacing the tratlic in
slaves by that in the produce of the country ; and R
Considering that His Majesty has ordered the-Slave Trade to ccase imme-
«diately, in that portion of Africa which is situated.north:of Cape.Palmas ;

v

: " dtis Décrecd.: '

Article 1.—~The masters and owners of slave ships shall in future,
forbear carrying on this trade on that part of the coast-of Africa which is
situated between Cape Blanc and Cape Palma. ) e .

Article 2.—This trade is also prohibited to every individual inbabiting any
of the French scttlements on the coast of Africa, and should any Negroes
lave been bought by any of them, the Governor of Scnegal shall scize those
Negrocs, and dispose. of them in the manner of those found-on board private
vessels, in contravention of the present regujation. - o . ~

Article 3.—Slave ships, in sailing to those places where the Slave Trade
is permitted, may sail alon§ that part of the coast of Africa which extends
‘from Cape Blanc to Cape Palma, on which this trade i+ prokibited, but, on
their veturn, they must not approach it. Hence every vessel found within
lces than forty leagues of the coast situated bctwccn'Cnpc Blanc and Cape
Palma, and having negrocs on board that form no part of Lier crew, shall
be considered as. having carried on the Slave Trade in those quarters, and
shall therefore be scized and carried to Senegal.

‘Article 4.—Accidents at sca, such as stress of weather, which might .

forcc o slave-ship, against.her inclination, to go near that’ portion of tie
coast where the trade is prohibited, shall be verified on board by a written
occount, signed by the Captain, the officers, and the master. A similar

account shall be drawn up in ¢ase a leak, or.any other nccident,;calculatcd' _
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from- prosccuting her voyage, sliould oblige her to touch
r for the purpose of saving her crew, or of making such
repairs as may be neccssary to cnable her to proceed to her place of destinas
tion. If the diinye sustained justifies the necessit of Ler having entereda
prohibited course, the Commanders of ITis Majesty's ships are.authorised to
: succour her and aflord her every assistance in their power, in order that she
«may leave the coast as speedily as possible. -

The said Commanders shall transmit to the Minister of the Marine and of
the Colonies a detailed repert, concerning the circumstances of absolute ne-
cessity that may have compelled a ship to make for a prohibited coast; and
they shall annex to such report copies of thevouchers.

Article 5,—Every owner and Captain cngaged in this' trade, on such
tracts of the coast whore it is allowed, shall, at the moment of leaving the -
coast, in order to proceed to the French colonies in America, draw up an ac-
count, stating the number, the scx, and theage of the negroes on board his
vesscl, and the latitude in which the said trade shall have been earried on.
Such papers to be sigied by the Captains, .Supercargoes.and Masters, -

Article 6.—Tiwo of His Majesty's ships shall cruize on the coast of Africa,
in ordet to ensure the execution of the King's dircctions.

* Article 7.—All vessels carrying on the Slave Trade within the :prohibited
limits, on being met by Ilis .Nfajesty's ships, shall be Jetained and carried
into Sencgal. o '

The Commanders of thesc ships shall, with regard to such vessels, pro-
ceed according to -the regulations which are acted upon respecting prizes'in
time of war. ‘ .
~ Article 8:=Such negroes as may be found on board ‘the captured vesseis-
shall immediately be landed, and the Governor-of ‘Sencgil shali provide for
their being lodged, subsisted, .and furnished with necessarics, o

Article-9.—The formal proceedings, respecting the prize andl its adjufica- -
tion,-shall be under the dircction of a Commission formed at Sencgal, and
which shall gevern itsélf by the regulations observed in time of war relative
_to maritime prizes ;- it shall be composed of the King's Governor of Sencgal
‘and of two superior civil officers 3 and one -of the principal clerks -shall act

-as-Secrotary.” .- : , : ' C

Article 10.—Immediately after the decision of the Commission, ‘the cap- .
tured vesscls shall be sent’back to some French port in Europe, carrying
‘with them all the documents of their adjudication; the merchandizes and ef-
fects shall zemain on boerd, except those whose prescrvation may require
them to be landed. T : L

The Goveror of Senegal and thé Commander of the capturing vessel, °
shall, in concert, appoint a Conductor of the prize. | .= - -

"The said prize shall be given in charge to the Administration of theMa-
rine in the port to which she-shall have %;:'cn carried. o

Artiele 11.—There shall be formed at Paris a suporior-Commission for the
purpose.of pronouncing judgment, in the last resort, in case of appeal, upon
prizes made, -according to the 4th and 5th Articles, on the coast of Africa.

t shall be composed of two-Councillors of .State, two Maitres des Requotes,
two General or superior Officers of the Marine, and of four Officers of the
Administration of the Marine, onc-of ‘whom shall actas the King's Attor-
ney, and another as Secretary. - o .

“Article 12.—Jt shall be lawful for the partics concerned to appeal to this
superior Commission from the adjudications made by that at Seucgal. :

“Article 13.—"The vessels definitively condemnet, ‘as well as the merchan-
dizes and effects forindon board, shall be’ soldl through the agency of the
Administration of the Marine, cstablished in the port into which they shall
have ‘been carried, and ‘the proceeds of them sh:Sf, be paid over to the fund
cof invalid sailors.of the marine, deducting therefrom the expences caused by

to prevedt a ship
at that coast, eithe
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the detention and the guarding of those vessels, as well as by the subsistence
of the negroes and by supplying them with nccessaries: )

Article 14.—1n casc, pursuaut to the decisions of the Cemmission in Se-
mcgal and of the superior Commission, the negroes found on_board the cap-
tured vessels are not to be restored to the owners; the Governor of Senegal
shall employ them as cultivators and free labourers, unless they should pre-
fer returning to their country. '

* Article 15.~—1It is particularly rccommended to the owners and captains of
glave-ships to treat the negroes with lenity, to procuare for thein wholesome
and abundant food, and to employ in their preservation all the care pre-
scribed by humanity ; but, above all, to embark on board each vessel ouly
such a number of Slaves as she-can hold without prejudice to their health.

The Governors and Intendants of Our settlements in America shall cause
the negro vesscls, on their-arrival in ‘Our-colonies, to be inspected, and shall
report to the Minister and Secretary’ of State for the Marine the names: of
such owners as shallnot have punctually fulfilled the benevolent intentions of

the King.
U (Signed) FERRBAND.

- Third Inclosure in. No. 23.)

*~ Memoir des Amendemens proposés au Réglament sur la Traite des Negres.
. Dans _l‘article_premier changez les :mots des' Palmes 3, Formoso : dans 'ar-
ticle trois changez les mots des Pafmes dans la quatrieme ligne 3 Formoso,

.t apres les mots des Palmes dans Ia dixieme ligne, ajoutez les mots ou & diz.

lieux au large des Cltes- situées entre le cap des Palincs ct le .Cap Formosa

~ayant des Negres 4 bord. -
= Parie, Decembre 15, 1814

( Third Inclosure, No. 23 .)—\Translcftion.

Minute, of :the: Amendments proposedd in the Regulation upon the Slave
Tra ’ '

“In the first Article change the word Palng 40 Formosa. In -the third Ar-
ticle.change the words -Palma, in the fourth dine, to Formosa; and after the

word Palma, in the tenth line, add the words, or to ten leagues on the kigh-

seas from the coast lying between Cqpe. Palma and Lape Formosa, having-
Negroes on board. .
Paris, December 15, 1815.

(Fourth Inclosure in No. 23:)

' V'Memoir.'sur les Amendcﬁxcns proposés 3 S. E. le Ministre de la Marine 3

faire au reglement sur la Traite des Négres.
L.e réglement a pour ‘objet de mettre en oxécution les ordres déja donnés

par Sa Majesté pour décourager la Traite des Négres et la prohiber dans les.

parages ol cllea effectivement cessé. : R o
".Si 'amendement proposé n'est pas fait 3 I'Art, premier il y aura un change-
ament dans lcs ordres de Sa Majesté, et-S. M. permettra la traitc dans les pa~
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ragss ol elle a cessé.  D'ailleur sl'avantage de la prohibition de faire la traite
entre le Cap Blanc ot le Cap des P'alines seroit infiniment diminuée par la fa-
cilité que trouveroient. les comnicrgans ew esclaves d’acheter sur la cote entre
le Cap des Palines et le Cap Formmoso, les négres qui scroient pris.dans les
»ye entre le Cap des Palmes et le Cap Blane. Le changement proposé 3’
{’Art. trois doinera la securité qui est desiré & I'exccution des ordres de S. M.
et en'méme tems facilitera la navigation et le commerce de Ses sujets sur les
<cétes & I'Est et au Sud de Cayf Formoso.
Laris, Decembre 15th, 1814.

{(Fourth Inclosurs in No.23 J—Translation. .

Minute of the Amendments proposed to Ilis Fxcellency the Minister of
~ Marine respecting the regulation on the Slave Trade. . L
The object of. the regulation is to carry into cffect the orders already issucd
by His Majesty to discourage the Trade in Negroes, and to prohibit it in
those limits where it has actually ceased. . ‘
If the proposed amendment is not made in the first Article; there will be
an alteration in Ilis Majesty’s orders, and Ilis Majesty will allow the trade

. in_distriets -where it has ceased.  Besides, the advantage arising from the
. prohibition to carry on the trade between Cape Blane and Cape Palma would

be infinitely lessened,” by the facility whicli the dealers in slaves would find
to make purchases along the coast.between Cape Palma and Cape Formosa of ™

»

negroes; taken in the country between Cape Palma.and Cape Blanes . .

~= The alteration proposed in the third Article would give the desired sceu-

- . - . . " b . ~
rity for exccuting His Majesty’s orders, and at the same time would afiord.

facilities to the navigation and commerce of His subjects on the coasts to the

Paris, December 15th, 1814..

SPAIN

No. 24.

Latract. ‘ Madrid, June 17, 1814.

I have thought that your Lordship would approve of the insertion- of the
inclosed Article, for prohibiting His Catholic Majesty’s subjects from engag- -
ing in the Slave T'rade. I cannot, however, flatter myself that this Article
will be agrecd to, for none of the considerations which have determined other
nations to abandon the 'Slave ' Trade have sufficient weight with the Spanish
Government to’induce them to relinquish a'traffic,; which they consider to be
essential to the very existence of their colonies, =~

(Signed)- ' HENRY WELLLSLEY.
‘Viscount Custlereagh, '

§e,. §e. e.
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(Inclosure in No. 24.)

Projet of an Article to be introduced into the Treaty between Great

Britain and Spain, inclosed in Sir I1. Wellesley's Dispatch to Lord Castle-

reagh, dated June 17, 1814, . .
Tlis Catholic Majesty engages to prohibit the importation of slaves into

His colosics, and to take effectunl means, in order to prevent Iis subjects from .

engaging iu the tratlic of Negroes.

No 25.

My Lorp, : Madrid, July 6, 1814.

Tn my Dispatch of the 17th ult. I stated my apprehension that it would
not be possible to prevail upon the -Spanish Government to conscut to the
Article for the abolition of the Slave Trade as it stands in the projét trans-
mitted to your Lovdship. During the progress of the negotiation, I read in
the English newspapers the observations. which were made in Parliament
-upon the Artiele relative to the Slave Trade, contained in the Treaty of
Peace with France; and althsugh I had before failed in my cilorts to prevail

Lt . Ch . 54 v . .. . . .
upon the Duke of San Carlos to adimit the Article, as it stood in the projdt,

he viewed with satisfaction in England, which did not provide for the abo-
Lition of a tratiie whiclr was held in such detestation by the British vacon.’

These representations however produced little or no clicct-upon the Spanish
Govermment. The Duke of San Carlos lamented that there should be any.

14

viewed with so much interest in Yongland;- he observed, however, that in the
Buitish colonics at the time of the abolition, and for a number of years
preceding it,- there was a proportion of twenty Negroes to one European,
<hat our colonies therefore were not exposed to any immediate inconvenience,

by being compelled to relinquish this traffic, but that even with these advan-’

impediment to the King’s taking an active part in a measure which was.

tages, which were possessed by no other state, the British legislature had
abolition ; and that Spain,

been twenty years employed in effecting the
with & proportion of not more than one Negro to onc European, as appeared

by the last rcturns from the West Indics, was required, without a moment’s

deliberation, to sign away what constituted the very existence of her colonies.

Finding that the objections cutertained by the Spanish Government to
pledging themsclves to the abolition, were not to be overcome, I endcavoured
to frame an Article which should express the King’s participation in the
centiments  of the British Govermnent, with respect to the injustice and
inhumanity of this traflic; and which should bind His Catholic Majesty
Lot to allow His subjects to engage- in it, for «the purpose of supplying any
other islands or possessions - than those appertiining to Spain, nor to suffer
the protection of the Spanish flac to be given. to foreigners engaged in it.

The ‘acquicscence of the Spaniﬁl Governmert to the Article was obtained
with great ditficulty, after it had undergone some alteration, but thinking it
advisable that it should be submitted to the consideration of Ilis Majesty’s.
Government, previously to being inse : . . t
Dulke of San Carlos, that this and the Article for preventing ITis Majesty's
subjects from supplying the Revolted in America with warlike stores,

should_be transmitted to your Lordship, and if approved, _should be added ta

the Treaty as separate Articles.

Should the inclosed Aiticle relative to the Slave Trade be i}ecincd unsatis-’
factory, I trust that the other advantages of the Treaty will not on that -

I'again pointed out to him the little hope there was, that any Freaty would .

rted in the Treaty, I agreed with the’
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account be viewed in a less favourable light by his Majesty's Government,
The opinion that the abolition of this tratlic would endanger the existence
of the Spanish: colonies is not confined to the Government. * It is true that
a :motion was made in the Cortes by M. Arguclles, in favour of its'relin-
qnishment, but upon the representation of the deputies from the Havannah,
of the scrrous consequences with wln.ch it would be attended, the subject
appears to have beca dropped, at lcast it was never revived in that assembly,

(Signed) IIENRY WELLESLEY,
Piscount Castlereagh, ’

&e. &e. &e.

(Inclosure in No. 25.).

Extract from the Treaty between Great Britain and. Spain, signed at
- Madrid July 5, 1814. S

First Separate Article.

' His Catholic Majesty, concurring.in the fullest manner in the sentiments
of Iis Britannic Majesty, with respect to the injustice and inhumanity of the
traflic in slaves, will take into consideration, with the deliberation whiclr
‘the state of his possessions in America demands, the means- of acting in con-
formity with those sentiments. - . .

 His Catholic Majesty promises, moreover, to prohibit His subjects from
engaging in the Slave Trade, for the purpose of supplying'any islands or
g()sscssipns,' excepting those appertaining to Spain, and to prevent likewise,
y, effcctual measures and regulations, the protection of the Spanish flag
“belig given to forcigners who may engage in this traflic,” whether subjects of
His Britannic Majesty or of any other state or power:

No. 26.

. Siz, Foreign Qffice, July 15, 1814,
- T herewith transmit to you, by the express commands of the Prince’
Regent, a Copy of the Official Note which I addressed, when at Paris, to the
Tespective Ministers of the Emperors of Austria, Russia, and of the King
of Prussia,* urging the expediency of those: Sovereigns employing their best
endeavours at the ensuing Congress towards cffecting a eompletc abolition of
the traflic in slaves. ' . s - )

- His Royal Highness will never consider the great work of the restoration

of Peace, as complctely and satisfactorily accomiplished, until this object

also shall have been brought about. ' . -

. The return of the two great families of the Ilouse of Bourbon to their
legitimate thrones, and the approaching return of Ilis Royal Iighness the
Prince Regent of Portugal to His European dominions, appear to His Royal
Highness to present the most favourable concurrence of circumstances for-
securing from the hands of regenerated Europe the blessings of personal free--
dom and cxemption from exile, for the unfortunate inhabitants of Africa:

‘and His Royal Highness ¢onfidently hopes that His Catholic Majesty will .
- willingly lend ‘the influence of His name and character, in aid of an arrange- -
- ment which will reflect the most distinguished honour on ali who shall assist

in accomplishing this work, and even on the age in which we live, - )
. ‘The experience of cight years which have elapsed since thie total abolition

-of the Slave Trade, ‘ns far us Biitish interests are concerned, by the Parlia-

ment of the United Kingdom, has afforded ainple conviction that the cultiva-
a ‘ # Sce No. 8. ‘ '



tion of the West India sctfiements has not'suffered, from the cessation of the,
usual‘ s.npphcs of— African labour. These colonics ‘contiriue in a flourishing
-comhtu_m, aud since: there have been no new importations‘of slaves, the trcat?-'.
anentof those already possessed has been ameliorated, and the 1ights’of religion
«an® civilization have been spread amongst them, o
- T'am therefore commaudc"d by_" the P}'ince Regent to instruct your Excel--
lency to lay. these observertions immediately before tae. Government of His
‘Catholic Majesty, and that you will urge them to lose no time in taking 'this
umportant subject into their scrious consideration, and to give forthwith,
#6-the Spanish Plenipotentiary ta the Congress, directions to. concert with his
Majesty's Plenipoteatiary the most cligible mode of bringing forward and
carrying iiito cffect such prompt and decisive regulations as may be best cal-
.culated to attain this beneficent purpose.. - ' B
. L iuclose toyour Excellency, for your guidance in the exccution of thesein-
structions, copies of the several Addresses of the Ilouses of Lords and Com-
snous to the Prince Regent,—(See 1st Inclosure in No. 12)—and of His Royal
Highness's most gracious answer: you will gather from these documents how
warmly the British nation feels upon the subject, and how unanimous -all
ranks and partics are become, in pressing the Lxecutive Government to urge
- -pon theother States of Europe the adoption of some early and decisive mea~
sure of abolition. ' , . o
1 add also copics of the replics—(See Nos. 4, 5, and 6)—which I have:
received from the Austrian, Russian, end. Prussian Ministers, to the Note
mentioned in the early part of this dispatch, from which you will learn how’
readily Those Sovereigns have acceded to His Royal Highness’s proposition,:

~:and how -convinced They fecl of the impolicy and inhumanity of the Slave-

Trade. .

Of the horrors attendant on the details of this trade, and of the disgustin
crucltics which mark every stage of the traffic, even’in-its most improveﬁ
form, I need say nothing. 'Euough has already been written and said upon
that subject to furnish your Excellency with ~sufficient data to bring.the
.question hame to the conscience and 'to. the heait of His Catholic Majesty
and the whole Spanish nation. '

Iam, &c '
' (Signed) “CASTLEREAGH:
His Excellency Sir Henry WWellesley, ‘ .
Ke. &e. &e.
No. 27.

Sir, Foreign Office, July 30th, 1814.

“The qucstions treated of in your Excellency’s dispatches are so intimately
‘blended in tiie view of the British Government, that I consider they ‘can:

best be treated of together. . } o
And first, as to the 1larincip]c of any loan to be contracted for, under the

suarantee of the British Parliament, for the serviee of Spain, your Ixcel

fcncy well knows, that since the period of the Austrian loan, all such trans<

actions arc viewed, in’ this country, in no o
granted under 8 less generous name.

vances to Foreign Powers, “after the return of peace, would meet with the

bound to- declare to your Exeellency, that -in'

. greatest resistance; but I am boul 3 : a
. the present temper of Parliament and of the mation on ‘the subject of the

Slave Trade, any ‘attempt on the part of the Prince Regent's Ministers.to pro-

ther light than as a subsidy,:
‘You must also be aware that such.ad -

725



726

38

wvail on Parliament to raise a loan, for a State continuing to carry on a traffic
in slaves, would be utterly vain and hopeless. I am bound also to represent
to your Excellency, that the same considerations impose on Ministers the
wtmost reserve, in making any extraordinary pecuniary advances, without
having some substantial aets, on the partof Spain, in furtherance of the
hwiane and disinterested policy which the British nation has prescribed to
itsclf upou this subject, to bring forward as their justification. Your Excel-
lency’s dispatch, does not specify the proportion of the subsidy for the cur-
rent year that remains unissued. You will order an account of this nature
to be prepared, including the 100,000l. and, in framing the same, you will
give Spain credit for two months subsidy from the signature of the peace,
viz. from the 30th of May, a similar advance having been assigned to Aus-
tria and Prussia for the return of their troops.
- Beyond this extent of advance I cannot authorise your Excellency to go, -
unless you can bring the Spanish Government more nearly to a common .
system of policy, on the important subject of the Slave Trade. Iis Majes--
ty’s Ministers do not object to your Excellency’s:executing the two additional
Articles ; ‘as they are willing to accept from a Foreign. Power the smallest-
concession to the principle they have in view. I inclose the article
on. the subject of the Slave Trade, as agreed upon with France.—(Scc.
No. 8.)—As our discussions on these subjects were principally conducted in-
the repeated confercnces held with the French Minister for Forcign Affairs,
your Excellency will find the topies very generally noticed in the notes.
which passed. You will perceive, however, that we are entitled to cxpect:
that the French Government, ifi fixing five years for the extreme period of
the endurance of this commerce, will, in the mean time; adopt a restrictive
system in the mode of carrying it on, and T have every reason to hope that .
they will consent to prohibit their subjects from purchasing slaves in any
African ports northward of the Line. ' '
To preserve the north-western coast of Africa from a renewal of this evil,
is an object which the British Goverament has most deeply at heart, and to
.which yovr Excellency will direct your utmost exertions. The arguments -
for this concession are obvious and unanswerable; and as the coast in ques-
tion has, during the war, been ncarly exempt from the visits of the trader-
in slaves, your f]xccllcncy will have the means of satisfying the Spanish Go-
~vernment,’ that in adopting this regulation they sacrifice little, or rather no-
thing, whilst they render a great service to the cause of humanity, by pre-
serving, at least to-a portion of Africa, the prospects of civilization. In

“order, howeéver, to prevent evasion, and to render such a provision eftectual,

it will be necessary to render ships, found with slaves to the north of Cape
Lopez, liable to confiscation, if found within a certain distance of the
shore. Without this check the traders in slaves will illicitly receive them on
board along the whole line of the eoast; whercas a ship, that has received a
<argo to the southward of the Line, when navigating to the West Indies or
South America, need not, and cannot if she would, return to the north-
ward, at least not till she has proceeded considerably to the westward.

The other point to which it s the Prince Regent's pleasure that your Ex-
cellency’s utmost exertions should be directed, is, to induce the Government
of Spam to name some fixed. period for absolute abolition. Should your
Excellency prevail on them immediately to prehibit the trade on the Affican

~coast, north of the Line, and to adopt the same engagement France has -

taken for the final abolition at the end of five years, you will, in that case,
consider yourself as authorized to engage that .the full subsidy for the re- .
mainder of the ycar shall be advanced, the payments on account of which,

“ifnot nnticifpatcd, will amount %o above 800,0001., viz. from the 1st of August
. to the Ist o

January. Ia the event of Spain adopting thus far the principleof .-
abolition, although a measure of this limited nature would not Justify an ap-
plication to Parliament to guarantce the proposed loan .of ten millions of
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dollars, yet so far as the British Government could, without such guarantee,
<countenance a loan in this country upon such sccurity as Spain may have to
offer, they would be prepared to do s0; but it is fair to apprize your Excel-
lency, that it is the opinion of those most conversant with such subjects, that
an attempt of this nature would prove abortive.

The result of the above reasoning is, that your Excellency is authorized, 1st,
To complete the payments on account of the subsidy to the 1st of August, at
the rate of 2,000,000l. for the year, from the 1st of January last, To
assist in calculating the same, you will reccive an account of the value of
stores,. cloathing, arms, &c. supplied from hence for the service of Spain
within the said period. 2dly, You may promise the further instalments of
subsidy for the remainder of the ycar, upon condition that Spain will engage
to abolish the trade at the cnd of . five years, confining it in the mean time
to the coast to the south of the Linc, and agrecing to a common system for
seciprocally enforcing the same. - 3dly, In the event of Spain forthwith
abolishing altogether this trade, you may assure the Court of Madrid, that

_ the Gayernment will, in return, feel themselves justified in proposing to Par-
Tiament to raise the proposed loan of ten millions of dollars, upon the joint
eredit of the two States, for the service of His Catholic Majesty. I have only
farther to represeat to your Excellency, the extreme imnortaucc; I might
add, the nccessity of Spain adopting a- liberal system of Government, both
at home and abroad, if she wishes to strengthen sufficiently the hands of
Ministers . here, to enable them to afford her the aid above pointed out. A
continuation of the fprescnt internal system in Spain, or the adoption of mca-
sures, -restrictive of commercial intercourse, would inevitably disqualify the
Prince Regent’s confidential servants from fulfilling the wishes of the Spanish
Government. o
. I am, &e.. ‘ v

- (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

. His Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley,

&e. e, e - ;

, No. 28. '
" S, N . | Foreign Ofice, August 4,1814.

I am directed, by Viscount Castlercagh, to forward to your Excellency
the'incloséd Map of Affica, containing certain Memoranda, illustrative of the
Slave Trade, ‘as abandoned by other Powers,, and as now carried on by the
Portugucze. ' o _

' I have the honour to be, &é.

. o . (Sigoed) . WM. IIAMILTON.
I E. Sir Henry JWellesley, K. B.. : o

- No." 29.
" My Lorp, - " Madrid, August 25, 1814.

" Your Lordship's Dispa't'chés were delivered to me by Mr. Dawkins en the
17th instant. ' :
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After an attentivé perusal of them, I took an early opportunity of secing
the Duke of San Carlos, and I pointed out to him the hopelessness in the
present temper of Parliament, and of the nation on the subject of the Slaye
Trade, of'any attempt on the part of the Prince Regent's Ministers, to prevail
on Parliament to raise a loan for a Statc continuing to carry on a traflic in
slaves. I likewise represented to the Duke of San Carlos, that thic same
considerations would impose upon His Majesty’s Government the neeessity
of abstaining from any extraordinary pecuniary advances, unless the Spanish
Government could be brought more nearly to a common system with Great
Britain upon this subject.

“I-then stated that His Majesty’s Government would be willing to continue
to Spain the subsidy for the remainder-of the present year, and to propose to
Parliament to raise a loan of ten millions of dollars, upon the joint eredit of
the two States, for the service of his Catholic Mujesty, upon the following

" conditions

1st. That Spain should immediately abolish the Slave Trade.

2dly, . That the.commercial intercourse between the two anations should be
placed upon a libéral footing, and that, until a treaty of commerce could be
aitanged, Great: Britain should be admitted to trade with Spain upon the.
footing of the niost favoured nation, and that an Article to this effeet should
be inserted in the Treaty signed at Madrid on the 6th of July. :

I added, that in order to:¢nable Ministers to afford Sl)iin the aid which
she required, the adoption of a more liberal system of government both
at liome and abread was absolutcly necessary. e

In the coursc’ of our "conversation upon this subject, I made - use of the
arguinents stated in your Lordship’s dispatches, in favour of the abolition
of the traffic in slaves, I assured the Duke of San Carlos, that the cfforts of
nearly all the Powers whose interests -would be discussed at the approach-
ing Oongress, would be exerted in' order to put an end to this trade.

' ' I have the honour, to be, &ec..

o _ Signed HENRY WELLESLEY.,
Fiscount Castlereagh, (Sigoed) o "
&e. &e. §e.
My. Lorb, . - Madrid, August 25, 1814,

Inclosed is the copy of a note, which I have addressed to the Duke of
San Carlos, in which I have stated to him the conditions upon which the
Ministers of His Royal ‘Highness the Princé Regent would fecl themselves
Justified in proposing to Parliament to raise a loan for the service of S ain,
and in completing the payments of the subsidy for the remainder of the

year 1814. o
_ (Signed) HENRY WELLESLEY.
Viscount Castlereagh, ‘

e Geo &e.
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(Inclosure in No. 30.)

Madrid, August 21, 1814

The undersigned; Ilis Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary, having forwarded to His Majesty’s Minister for Foreign
Affairs, a copy of the Duke of San Carlos’s note to him of the 6th July, has
been directed to make the following reply to it: '
The undersi%rncd' has, in the first place, to remind the Duke of San
Carlos, of his bhaving rc})cqtcdly statcc{ to him, that the raising a loan in
“England for the scrvice of Spain, would be attended with the greatest diffi-
-culties. Such advances to Forcign Powers after the return of peace would
meet with the greatest resistance ; but in the present temper of Parliament
and of the Nation on the subject of the Slave Trade, any attempt, ori the
{)art of the Prince Regent's Ministers to .prevail on Parlmment to raisc a

oan for a_State continuing to carry on a tratlic in slaves would be utterly
vain and hopeless. .

"I'he same ¢onsiderations would imposc on Ilis Majesty’s Government the
utmost reserve in making any extraordinary pecuniary advances without .
some substantial acts on tlic part of Spain, in furtherance of the humane and

disinterested policy which the British nation has preseribed to itself upon-
thix subject, to bring forward as its justification. : -

The undersigned is, therefore, dirccted to state to the Duke of San
Carlos, that, in the cvent of Spain forthwith abolishing this trade, Ilis Ma-
jesty's Government will feel itself justified in completing, the payment of the
subsidy for the remainder of the year; and in proposing to Parliament to raise
a loan of ten millions of dollars upon the joint credit of the two States for
the service of his Catholic Majesty. .- .. o ) ,

Should the Spanish Government ohject 1o the measure of immediate abo-
lition, it tvill be impossible for the Prince Regent's Ministers to make any -
application to Parliament with a view to the proposed loan of ten millions of
dollars. But the British Government would still be willing to grant the sub-
sidy fur the remainder of the year, upon condition that S ain will engage -

“to abolish the trade at the end of five years, confining it in the mean time
. to the coast of Africa to.the south of ‘the Line, and agreeing to a common
. system for reciprocally enforcing this restriction. - g :
It appears upon the most accurate inquiry that the Spanish Slave Trade -
Tabours under all the disadvantages of being a smuggling trade. The vesscls
- bearing the Spanish ilag are found to be Americans or British in disguisc,
- «chicfly the former. They have been ‘seized whenever met with, and they
have in no instance been successfully reclaimed. Before the abolition by
* .Great Britain there was literally no Spanish Slave Trade ; no Spanish' ship
'had been scen on the coast’ ¢f Africa for a century, excepting one in 1797
.or 1798, fitted out by the Pririce of Peace. By-the stipulation already agreed .
_upon with Great Britain, the Spanish Government is bound to prevent, by
ceflectual regulations, the protection of the Spanish flag from being given to
Horcigners engaged in this traffic ; and as the coast to the .n.orthwaré’ of the
- Line has, during the- war, been nearly excrpt from the visits of the traders

in slaves, the Spanish Government, in agrecing to confine the trade to the |
southward of the Line, would sacrifice little, while it would render a
service to the cause of humanity, by _.prcscrving, at lcast to a portion of Africa,
-the prospeets of civilization. : ' o

In order, ltowever, to prevent evasion, and to render such a provision
«fectual, it will be necessary to render ships, found with slaves on board to
the north of Cape Lopez, liable to confiscation, if found within a’certain dis-
tance of the shore. ‘Without this check the traders in slaves will illicitly

zeceive them on board along the whole line of the coast, whereas a ship tha.t .
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has received w carea o the southward of the Line, wlhen navigating to the Waegt
Indies or South America, need not, and cannot if she would, return to the
northivard, at least until she-has jivoceeded considerably to the westward.

- The official communications which passed between Lord Castlereagh and
the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, entitle the British Government to .
expect that the Government of France, in ﬁxiyg .ﬁvc years as the extrome
period for the continuance of this commerce, will, in the mean timne, adopta
restrictive system in tlic mode of carrying it on : and there is every reason to
hope that His Most Christian Majesty will consent to });’ohibit His subjects
from purchasing slaves in any of the African ports to the northward of the
Line. ’ . )

In treating of this subject, the undersigned has not made any appeal to the
feelings: of humanity which could naturally influcnce the dscision of Ilis -
Catholic Majesty.

The rcturn of the two great families of Bourbon to their legitimate Thrones,
and the -approaching return of His Royal Highness the Prince, Regent of
Portugal to 11is European dominions, seem to present the most favourable cir- -

- cumstances for sccuring, from the Powers of Europe, the blessings of personal
freedom and exemnption from) exile, for the unfortunate inhabitants of

Africa: and Iis Royal IHighness the Prince’ Regent confidently hopes that
His Catholic Majesty will Tend the influence of His name and character in
aid of a measure which will reflect the most distinguished honour on all who
shall assist in accomplishing it.

The Emperors ofP Austria .and of Russia, and the King of Prussia, con-
cur in the fullest manner jn the sentiments of the Priuce Regent, with respeet
to the impolicy and inhumanity of the Slave Trade; and have promised to_
unite their infiuence to that of Iis Royal Iighuess in order to obtain its
complete abolition at the approaching Congress, A '

' (Signed) II. WELLESLEY.
His Excellency the Duke of San Carlos,
§e. &e.. §e. '

No. 31.

Lztract. . : . Madrid, August 31,1814, :

I am concerned to state, that it has not been possible to obtain from the
Spanish Government, any further concession with a view to the abolition of
the Slave Trade. . In the present distressed state of the finances of the king-
dom, the motives must have been very powerful which could have deter-
mined-the Government to reject the liberal pecuniary offers which I was au-

‘thorized to wake to them upon condition of their abandoning this Trade.

The abolition is vchemently opposed by all those who have any conncetion.

-with South Amecrica, or with tlic Spanish West India Islands ; and the Go-

vernment is apprehensive of the effect which it.would produce in the colonies,
particularly at the Iavannah, where public opinion is in a very unsettled
state. : : : :
Independently of the value attached to the Island of Cuba by the Spaniards,
it is considered to be of the utmost importance to maintain the King’s autho-
rity at the Iavannah, on account of its vicinity to Mexico, and its being the
principal point of communication betwéen that valuable possession and the
Mother Country. ‘ :
*From all the information which has reached me, -I am ‘induced to believe,
that the uumber ot negroes imported into the Spanish Settlements, for many.
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years back, have not exceeded two thonsund annuclly; and these supplies
have been furnished by foreigners trading in Spanish- bottoms. If this
statement be correct, little more would be required than that the stip(xla-
tions in the article as it now stavds should be strictly enforced.

(Signed) II. WELLFSLEY.

Fiscount Castlereagh,

§e. &e. §e.

No. 32,

Sir, ' Foreign Office, September 9, 1814,

Your Excellency’s dispatches of the 25th ultiino have been reccived aud
laid before the Prince Regent.

Fromn the tenor of® your communication of that date, respecting the spirit
in which the Spanish Governnent is likely to accept your propozals for the
immediate abolition of the Slave Trade, in rcturn for certain pecuniary ad-
_vantages which we might be able to afford them, I am led, with regret, to
belicve they arc not likely to be brought to a satisfactory conclusion.

- The claim which they may possibly bring torward, in reply to -your note:
of the 20th of August, namely,-that we should continue the subsidy for
the current year, and guarantee the loan of ten millions, in consideration of
the eventual abolition of the Slave Trade after tive years, and the immediate
abolition of it north of the Line, is ‘totally inadnissible on our part,” and
you need not hesitate to give them a positive declaration to that effect.

" You will, at the same time, inform the Spanish Governmncat, that you are
still ready to agree to an arrangement upon the principie stated in Lord Cas-
tlereagh’s dispatch No. 27, and you will urge the advantage of their acceding
to this arrangement, before the question shall have been brought under the
consideration of the Congress at Vicnna.

Although the Austrian, Russian, and Prussian -Governments, are not in-
- possession of any colonies, yet they are not without the means of materially
influencing this question, by an agreement that they will admit of the im-

portation of colonial produce into their dominions from such countries only -

-as have consented to the abolition of the Slave Trade.. o
" Such a stipulation could not justly give offence to any independent Power,
and it might operate more prejudicially to the colonial and commercial in-
terests of Spain than the abolition of the Slave Trade. .
' (Signed) BATHURST.
- Sir H. -WWellesley, K. B.

) NO. 330
My Lonb, Aledrid, Scptember 20, 1814,

" I have the honour to inclose a translation of a note which I have received

from the Duke of San Carlos, and which I believe is intended as a reply to
. 4 . 5 B

of thix year, relative to the Slave Trade. . ) )
The Duke of San Carlos states, that His Catholic Majesty has given un-,

equivocal proofs of His desire to strengthen Ilis relations of amity, with Great

mine of the -20th of August, inclosed in iny Dispatelr of the 25th'of August,

Britain, but that a compliance with the proposal of the British Government

" for the abolition of the traflic in slaves would 'give additional cause for dig-
.content in Spanish ‘America; at'a moment when' His Majesty is using His
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utmost endeavours to re-cstablish. the tranquillity of IIis possessions in that
quarter. These considerations had compelled the King to decline the
pecuniary succours offered by Grpat Bl:xtain, although. so much required at
the present moment, but that Ilis Majesty trusted that the article of the
Treaty, which relates to the Slave Trade will convince the British Govern-
ment of His disposition to put an end to that traffic-as soon as circumstances
would admit of it.
I have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) II. WELLESLEY.
To Lord Viscount Castlereagh, K. G.
&e. &e. §e.

(Inclosure in No. 33.)

Sty, Madrid, August 31, 1814;

His Britannic Majesty has already had fresh proofs of the desirc of the
King, my Master, to draw closcr, by every possible means, His relations of
friendship with Great Britain, but the measure which your Excellency pro-
poses, relative to the Slave Trade, would produce a’ bad effect in Spanish
America, and would augment the discontent which prevails there, ata mo-

‘ment when we are about to employ all possible means for the re-establish-
“ment of tranquillity in that country. This consideration has so much weight

with Tlis Majesty, that Ile has thought it impossible to-come to any resolu-
tion upon the subjéct at present, notwithstanding the pecuniary aid | offered
by Great Britain, and depending upon ‘this question,  and under .circum~
stances even which renders that aid very opportune.  Iis Britannic Majesty.
cannot doubt, however, of the dispositions of Ilis Catholic Majesty, ex-.
pressed in the article of the Treaty which rclates to this matter, and about-
which I{is Majesty will occupy Ilimself with duc rcflection, as soon as ever
circumstances will admit of it. = L , _
~ England, on her part, canuot do Jess than give to Spain equal proofs of.
frankness and friendship. No proof can be more proper, at this moment,
than the advance of the subsidy for the remainder of the year; for, more-
over, that this request is not extraordinary, when all citcumstances are taken
into consideration, the subsidy having been, authorised, it will certainly be
an additional motive fof increased confidence on the part of the nation, in
England, and therefore most satisfactory. ‘
I am, &ec. &ec. &c.
(Signed) DUKE OF SAN CARLOS.
To his Lxcellency the British
Ambassador, &c. §e. §e.

No. 34.

My Lorbp, “Madrid, October 23, 1814.

Ilaving failed in my cndeavours tc prevail upon the Spanish Government
to consent to cither of the propositions which I was instructed to make to
them relative to the Slave Trade, I begged of the Duke of San Carlos to as-
certain whether His Catholic Majesty could be induced to make any further
concessions, with a view to the abolition of this traflic, than those contained
in the Treaty, and I have now the honour to inclose a note which I reccived
from him, justas I was about to dispatch the messenger, The note, how-
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-over, requires some explanation. Tunderstand the Duke of San Carlos to

mean, that the trade shall instantly be abolished upon the coast to the south--

ward of the Line, and upon the coast to the northward of the 10th degree
north of the Line, and shall be confined exnlusively to the coast of Guinea,
-where it:isfinally to be abolished at the end of eight years.

The period which the Spanish Government first had fised for the final

abolition was ten years,'and although I used every endeavour to prevail upon -
them to reduceit’to five years, ‘they would only be brouglit to consent that’

the tratlic should cease entirely at theend of eight years..

I have taken care not to hold outany expectations that the concessions now
proffered by the Spanish Government, -in addition to those contained in the
treaty, would be considered by Ilis Majesty’s Government-of sutlicient im-
portance to justify the grant of the subsidy for the remnainder of the year.

I take the'liberty of requesting that I may. be favoured with the deterini-
natioa of -Government without delay.
' d have.the.honour to be, &c. , ‘
: _ ~ (Signed) JH. WELLESLEY.
“iLord Fascount Castlereagh, K.G. - '
' " e e, §e.

' .’(Inclo;mrc’ in No. 34.)

Sir, " o Palace, 22d October, 1814. -
‘In the second Additional Article of the Treaty of Friendship and Alliance
. with His Britannic Majesty, the King, my master, promises to'tdke into
“consideration, with the dchberation- which 1s necessary, the means of put-

iting an end to the Slave Trade, consistently with the necessitics of His pos+

sessions in America. Faithfal to.Ilis promiscs, as He has always been, and
moreover induced by that desire inseparable from his own principles, to ac-
.cede to-those of His Britannic Majesty, as far as His-duty permits, ITis Ma-
jesty -chooses to give an illustrious proof of thistruth ; a proof which must
convince every body that tlie King, my Master, if ITe is-great by His virtucs,

is .not less so by the manner in which Ie exercises them with respect to His -

friend and ally, Great Britain. . 5 ; .

As soon, thercfore, as .the discussion relative to-the abolition of the Slave
Trade began,. which your Excellency urged by repeated solicitations, he éms-
ployed Himself in the examination of this business, listening to the opinion

of lcarned and zcalous persons, that He might proceed with the wisdom 1t.

required.

I should not do justice to yot.xi' Excclluncy’s'.pene’tr;ation, if I detained you

at present by pointing out that the nature'of the subject is in itself-so deli-

-cate, that it requircd a deliberate and careful examination. Your Excel- .

lency’s good faith cannot do less than to acknewledge this ; and to confess-at,
‘the same time, that the offer of Ilis Majesty 18 the greatest which He can
make. - : :

It is reduced to -this; that the Slave Trade shall continue for eight ycafs,‘

after which it shall ccase entirely, and that during this period it shall be con-
fined strictly from the Line to the tenth degreenorth of it. ‘ '

" "This promisc on the part of His Majesty, whilst it does honour'to his gene-*

rous and noble manner of proceeding, will excite the praise of Great Britain
to which without doubt it has a claim. . . :
As in your Excellency's note on thissuhject, you also mentioned the fatvar-

able disposition of the Government of 1lis Britannic Ma'es*y towards con- ..
tinuing the subsidy, and facilitating the pecuniary assistance of which Spain’

is at present in need, it appears beyond all doubt that She may reckon upon

itimmediately. Ilis Majesty having acceded to the desire of Iis Britannic

i
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Majesty on a point of s6 much' interest, I trust, therefore, that your Excel.
lency will think proper to give me a decisive answer to the one and the other-

roposal, v
PIOpo I avail mysclf, &e. &e. &e.

, (Signed) = DUKE OF SAN CARLOS.
The English Ambassador. :

v .

No. 35.

Str, - Foreign-Qffice, November 11, 1814,

Your Excellency’s - dispatches to the 25th ultimo inclusive have been re-
ceived, and laid beforc His Royal Highness the Prince Regent. ,

I reference to the note reccived by your Excellency from the Duke of San
Carlos, transmitted in your dispatch of the 23d of October, proposing to’
abolish the Slave. Trade entircly, at the.end of eight years, and in the mean
time to confine the traffic from the line to the tenth degree north of it, I
have to inform your Excellency that such a limitation would be inno way sa-
tisfactory to this Governmnent, or to.the DBritish nation, as such a line of de-
markation would include that part of the coast of Afiica on which the Slave
Trade’ has ceased for several-years, and on which it is the earncst desire of
His Majesty’s Government that it should be immediately and entirely abo-
lished ;. I cannot, therefore, in any way authorisc your Excellency to hold
out to the Government of Ilis Catholic Majesty any expectation whatever
that a regulation of the traffic in Slaves, in the manner proposed, will entitle

.

them to receive from Ilis Majesty’s Government any further assistance than

-what you are already instructed to furnish. I am, &c.

Sir Henry Wellesley, K. B,

(Signed) BATHURST.

No. 36.
. My Lorb, , ' " Madrid, January *26, 1815,
I hiave the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your Lordship's dispatch, .

dated Vienna, January 2, and inclosing a copy of a note addressed by your .
Lordship to the Chevalicr de Labrador, ou the subject of the Slave I rade,*.

" Your Lordship desires likewise to be informed of the situation of my nego-
ciations and engagements with the Spanish Government on the subject.

The last proposal of the Spanish Government, relative to the abolition of .
the Slave Trade, is. contained in a note trom the Duke de San Carlos to me,
under date of the 22d of October.—In this note the Spanish Government
proposes to confine the trade to the coast of Guinea, and immediately to

“abolish it north and southi of that coast, aud to abolish it entirely at the ex-

piration of eight years. » , , -

~ I transmitted a copy of .this note for the consideration of Ilis Majoesty’s
Government, and upon the receipt of Lord Bathurst's reply, declining the’
proposal contained in it, I renewed my discussions with the Duke of Sau

- Carlos, who soon afterwards resigned his oflice, and was succeeded: by M. de

Cevallos, v ,
Since the appointment of M. de Cevallos I have had frequent conversations
with him. upou the subject of the Slave Trade; but I cannot flatter myselt

toat taere 1s any disposition in the Spanish Government to do more than is-

proposed m the Duke-of San Carloss note.  Théy urge, that ITis Catholic

. Majesty, anxioas to conform Himself to the wishes of Iis Royal “ITighness

the Prince Regent, has alfeady made great conecssions, and that Ilc cannot’

-go beyond IHis last proposition, without endangering the safety of the Island-

of Cuba’; for that to abolish the trade upon the coast of Guinea would probably
occasion an insurrection in that island, o ' o
: * See 2d and 3d Inclosures in No; 41,
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Immediately upon reccipt of your Lordship'’s dispatch T-addressed a note
to the Minister of State, of which a copy is inclosed, transmitting to him
likewise a copy of your Lordship’s note to the Chievalier de Labrador.~I have
likewise had a conference with him, in which I used my best.cndeavours to
prevail upon him to send instructions to the Chevalier de Labrador, conform-
able to your Lordship's suggestions. I urged the example. of the King of
Franee, Who, since the Treaty of Paris, had consented to the immediate abo-

. lition of the Slave Trade between Ca'pe Formosa and Cape Blanco. I Jikewise
adverted to the promiscs of the Court of Portugal, as noticed in your Lord- .
ship’s note to M. Labrador. , T ‘ V

M. de Cevallos said, that the example of the French Government od'gllt
not to be urged on the present oecasion, for that the-situation of the French

“and Spanish colonies would not bear any comparison. - -

That France, at the conclusion of the war, had received her coloriies from
Great Britain in a state of the highest prosperity, when the Slave Trade had
.been abolished in them' for several years, and when a new system had grown
up which rendered any further importation of negrocs unnecessary —But this
was by no means the case with Spain.  The attention of her Government'
had been entirely occupied by the arduous war in which the nation had been
engaged, in defence of its independence, and they had ncither had time to.
attend to the ‘wants of their colonics, nor the means of supplyiig them.—
Tliat accordingly representations were perpetually received from the Woest
Indics, particulasly from the IHavannah, of the mjury sustained in consc-
quence of the great scarcity of negroes :. that he trusted these considerations -.
would have their due weight with the British Government, and that they
would do justice to the sincere desire of Iis Catholic Majesty to abolish this.
traffic as soon as it could be done with safety to Iis colonies. Ile concluded.
by saying, that he would submit your Lordship’s note to M. Labrador to the-
King in Council, and that he would appoint an carly day for sceing me again.

: 1 have the honour to be,- &c. - v
» (Signed) ~ = HENRY WELLESLEY.
To Fiscount Castlereagh, K. G. . )

&e. §e. §e.

( Inclosuré in.No. 36.}
' Mudrid, January.20, 1815.

* The undersigned Ambassador Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of 1lis Britaunic Majesty, has the honour to inclose to his Excelleney Don’
Pedro de Cevallos a copy of a note, addressed by Lord Castlereagh to the,
Chevalier de Labrador, on the subject of-the Slave Trade. -

- His Excellericy Don Pedro de Cevallos will pgrecive, from this note, that’
_since the Treaty of Paris the Government of France has altogether prohi- .
bited the trade in” Slaves to the north of Cape Formosa, and thatwith the.
same bencficent view Portugal has declared her intention of entering into an
arrangement for its immediate abolition north of the Line. S
Ilis Royal ITighness the Prince Regent persuades himself that ILis Catholic
Majesty will not refuse to join himself to the other Powers, for the benevo-.
rent purpose of protecting this portion of Africa from the revival of ‘the hor-
Jors.of a tratfic which has for some ycears catirely ccased, and which hasbeen..
succeeded by a legitimate commerce with the natives in the production of
the country. Ilis Royal Ilighness has the less hesitation in urging His Ca-,
tholic Majesty to the adoption of this mcasure, becatse, as is sta_.tea by Lord
Castlercagh, ¢ the coasts south of the Equator, are mere than equal to meet
any, demands the subjeets of the Crown of Spain have been in the hubit of .
waking upon the population of Africa.” | : ] S
' Thc'Pr{ncc Regent has therefore counnanded the undersigned to renew, in
the most urgent wmanner, . his representations to the Spanish Government
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. mpon thissubject, ‘in the:anxious Liope that Ilis Catholic Majesty will be in. -

‘Wduced to send immediate instructions to his Plenipotentiary at the Congrcss,

* «eonformably to the principles laid down in the inclosed note.
.-+ "Fhe undersigned avails himsclf, &c. &e. &e.

e - (Signed) | H. WELLESLEY,
His Lxcellency. Don: Pedro Cevalles,. . -
&e. &e. e

PORTUGAL.

ll

Substance of a Convention between Great Britain and Portugal, signed at-
T Vienna the 21st of January, 1815. : '
Whereas His " Majesty and The Prince Regent -of Portugal, are
«cqually desirous to terminate amicably all the doubts which have arisen rela-
tive to the parts of the Coast of Africa with which the subjects of the Crown
of Portugal, under the laws of that kingdom and the Treaty subsisting
with Iis Britannic Majesty, may lawfully carry on a trade in slavesy and
avhereas several ships, the property of the said subjects of Portugal, have been
detained and 'congcmued, upon the alledged ground of being engaged in an
illicit traftic in slaves; and whereas His Britannic Majesty, m order to give -

. to Iis intimate and faithful Ally the Prince Regent of Portugal, the most

unequivocal proof of His friendship-and of the regard Ile pays to His Royal
Highness’s reclamations, and in consideration of regulations to be made by
the Prince Regent.of Portugal for avoiding hereafter such doubts, is de-
sirous to adopt the most speedy and effcctual measures, and without the de-
lays incident to the ordinary forms of law, to provide a liberal indemnity for
the parties’ whose property may have been so detained under the doubts as
aforesaid. S ' : o

"It is thercfore agreed that the sum of three hundred thousand pounds be
paid in London, to such person as the Prince Regeut of Portugal may ap-

,point to reccive the same; which sum shall constitute a fund .to be em-

ployed, under such regulations; and in such manner as the said Prince
Regent'of Portugal may direct, in discharge of claims for Portugucse ships
detained by British -cruizers previous to the first day of June, one thousand

. cight hundred and fourtcen, upon the alledged ground of carrying on an il-
. licit traffic in slaves’; and that the said sum shall be considered to be in full

discharge of all claims arising out .of captures made previous to the first’
day of June, one thousand eight hundred and' fourteen. - '

No. 38.

Substance of a Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, signed at Vienna
: : the 22d of Junuary, 1815.

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal having, by the Tenth
Article of the Treaty of Alliance, concluded at Rio de Janeiro, on the 19th
February 1810, declared His determination to co-operate with His Britannic -
Majesty in the cause of humanity and justice, by adopting the most eftica- -
cious means for bringing about a gradual Abolition of the Slave Trade, and.
His Royal Highness, in pursuance of Ilis said Declaration, and desiring to
cficctuate, in concert with Ilis Britannic Majesty and the other Powers
of Europe, who have been induced to assist inthis bencvolent object, an
immediatc Abolition of the said I'raflic upon the parts of the Coast of Af-
rica which are situated .to the northward of the'Line; His Britannic Ma-’
Jesty and His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, equally ani-
mated by a sincere desire to accelerate the moment when ‘the blessings of

. peaceful -industry and an innocent commerce may be encouraged through-
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out this cxlensive portion of the Coutinent of Africa, by its being delivered
trom the cvils of the Slave Trade, have agreed to cnter into a Treaty for the
said purpose. o _ ‘ :

. It is therelore agreed, that from and after the Ratification of the present
Treaty, and the publication thereof, it shall not be lawful for any of
the-subjects of the Crown of Portugal to purchase Slaves, or to carry on
the Slave Trade on any part of the coast of Africa, to' the northward of
the Equator, upon any pretext, or in any manner whatsocver. ‘Provided,
nevertheless, that the said provision shall not extend to..any ship or ships
having cleared out from the ports of Brazil, previous to the publication of
such ratification : And provided the voyage, in which such’ ship or ships
are engaged, shall not-be protracted beyond six months after such publi-
cation as aforcsaid. ' - \ :

Iis Royal Ilighness the Prince Regent of Portugal further agrees by: this
instrument, and binds Himself to adopt, in concert with His Britannic
Majesty, such measures as may best conduce to the cffectuzl execution of the
preceding engagement, according to its truc intent and mcaning, and
Ilis Majesty engages, in concert with IHis Royal Highness, to give
such orders as may cfiectually prevent any interruption being given to Portu-
guese ships resorting to the actual Dominions of the Crown of Portugal, ot
®5 the territorics which are claimed in the said Treaty of Alliance; as be-
Jonging to the said Crown of Yortugal, to the sputhward of the Line, for
the purposes of trading in Slaves, as aforesaid, during such further period as
the same may be pcrmittcd to be carried on by the Laws of Portugal, and
under the Treaties subsisting between the two Crowns.. . ) L

The Treaty of Alliance concluded at Rio de Janciro, on the 19th February
1810, being founded on circumstances of a temporary nature, which ha_vq'
happily ccascd to exist, is by this instrumecat declared to be Ymd in all its

sarts, and of no cfleet; without prejudice, however, to the ancient Treaties
of Alliance, Friendship and Guarantee, which have so long and so happily
ubsisted between' the two Crowns, and which: are hereby renewed by the -
Iigh Contracting Parties, and acknowledged to be of full foree and effect. The
Iligh Contracting Partics rescrve also to themselves by the same instrument,.
and engage to determine by a scparate Treaty, the period at which the trade.
in Slaves shall universally cease, and be'prolnblted throughout thq entire
Dominions of Portugal ; the Prince Regent of Portugal herchy renewing his
former declaration and engagement, that, during the interval which 1s to
<clapse before such general and final abolition shall take effeet, it shall not
be lawful. for the subjects of Portugal to purchase or trade in Slaves, upon
any parts of the Coast of Afiica, execpt to the southward of the Line,
as &peciticd in the sccond Articlc of this Treaty ; nor to engag}e in the same,
or to permit their Tlag to bc.UScd, except for the purposc o supplying the,
*I'ransatlantic possessions belonging to the Crown of Portugal. ‘

His Britannic Majesty agrees at the same time to remit, from the date at
which the ratification snentioned in the First Article shall be promu]gatcd,
such further payments as may then rcmain. duc and payable upon: the Loan
of Six Iundred Ihousand Pounds made in London for the service of Por-.
tugal, in the Year 1809, in consequence of a Convention stgncq on the 21st of
April of the smne year, which Convention, under the conditions, spccxﬁcd-.
as aforesaid, is declared to be void and of no effect. o

The present Treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be exchanged -
at Rio de Janeivo in ‘the space of five months, or sooner if 1possrble. o .

It is further agreed, that in.the event of any of the "ortugucsc scttlers
being desirous of retiring from the settlements of, the Crown of P?rtugal
on the coast of Aflica, to the northward of the Equator, with the Negrocs
bond fide their -domestics, to-some other of the possessions of the Crown
of Portugal, the same shall not be decmed unlawful, provided it does not -
take place on board a Slave-trading vessel, ,am‘l provulq_l they be furnished
with proper passports and certificates, according to a form to be agreed on-

bhetween the two Governments,
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CONGRESS.

No. 39.
My Lorp, Vienna, October 9. 1814.

In pursuance of the Prince Regent’s 901111n311(_1s, I addressed to Prince
Talleyrand the official note of which the inclosed is a copy. '

I thought it material to employ our utmost means to bring France to adopt
the measure of immediate abolition, bcfore the discussions in Congress were
entered upon. g .

I have lost no occasion of favourably preparing the minds of the several
Plenipotentiaries for the approaching discussions, and have taken mcasures
for supplying them with the necessary informatjon to enable them fully to
understand the question. - I'am sorry however to find that, as yet,

" neither the Ministers of, Spain nor Portugal have reccived any authority

from their respeetive Courts. to enter upon ‘the discussion with the Plenipo-
tentiarics asscmbled here. ' K
__— : I have the honour to be, &e.

Earl Bathurst, §e. &e. &e. - (Signed) - .CASTLEREAGIL.

(Inclosure in No. 59.)
Fienna, Octoher 8, 1514,
. 1t having been represented to the British -Govcrnmcnt, that some eXPres-
tions had lutcly'droppcd from His Iighness the Prince de Taileyrand, is,

Most Christian Majesty’s Principal Sceretary of State for Forcign Affairs,

- to the effect—¢ That the French Government would not object to the im-

mediate abolition of the Slave Trade, provided they were enabled to Justify

"such a sacrifice as that measure might be supposed to involve, by some ac-

quisition procured for the nation, or some compensation secured for their
planters:” _ S ) :

" Though nothing which passed in the course of the discussions in May
last at I?aris', on the subject of the Slave Trade, was in the smallest degree
calculated to give countenance to such an idea, Ilis Royal ITighness the

" Prince. Regent; always eager to- scize upon every suggestion which can

afford hiin a prospect of terminating, or cven of narrowing, this great social

. evil, has commanded the undersigned, Principal Sccretary of State for Fo-

reign Affairs, to invite the French Government to ncgociate for the absolute
and immediate abolition of the Slave Trade, upon the following basis, viz. -
the cession by Great Britain, in full sovereignty, to France, of an island in -
the West InXics, or, if more acccptable, the advance by Great Britain of
a sum of money, to be applicd by Iis Most Christian Majesty’s Govern-
ment to the benefit of the French colonists, in compensation for any loss
they might be supposed to experience’in cousequence of the trade in slaves
being forthwith abolished, instead of at the end of five years, as stipulated
by the first additional article of the Peace of Paris, S

It will afford to His Royal Ilighness the Prince Regent the truest satis- .
faction to make this further sacrifice, ‘on the part of the British nation, to -
the interests of humanity, and to the progress of a cause which He deems
it not less his pride than his duty to sustain ; and his.Royal Highness will

" experience an increased gratification, if Ie can thus enable Ilis Most Chris- -

stian Majesty to carry into immediate exccution Ilis. own .benevolent inten-
tions, without making, what Ilis Majesty might otherwise consider,.an .
andue sacrifice of interest on the part of His subjeets,
- The undersigned requests Iis Highness, ‘&e.
The P,;‘?cets,l 'aéleyraml, o " (Signed)” CASTLEREAGIL
¢ &e. &e, :
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No. 40.

Ea'lra‘ct. A Vienna, Nov. 11, 1814.
I have the honour to transmit the answer which I have received from the

Prince de Talleyrand to my proposition for an immediate abolition of the
Slave Trade.

-S. d ¥, 4
Larl Bathurst, &e. &e. &e. (Signed) CASTLEREAGH.

(Inclosure in No. 40.,)
A-Vienne, ce 5 Novembre, 1814.

Le Soussigné Ministre de S. M. T. C. et Sou Scerctaire d'Titat au Departe-
ment des Affaires Etrangéres a regu_la note que S. E. Lord Viscount Castle-
reagh lui a fait I'honncur de lui addrusser, et par laquelle il propose de s'cn-
:tIg.ndre pour une abolition actuelle ¢t immédiate de la traite de la part de
France. '

Les sentimens du Roi par rapport & ce genre de trafic Lui font sincérement . -

desirer que son abolition immediate puisse étre trouvée compatible avec un in-
téret auquel il doit subordonner Scs determinations avec interet de Son
royaume et des Ses colonies. Mais P'etat de celles ¢i ne Lui est point encore
connu. Ilyen a méme une partic dans la posscssion desquelles la France
n'est point cacore rentrée. Ainsi, des éléments sans les quels il est impos-
sible de se former une opinion dans une matiére aussi grave, les uns man-
quant totalement, les autres doivent étre recucillis dans les portes et les villes
de commerce, un nombre d’expeditions ont été déja faites ou préparés sur la
foi du traité du 30 Mai. Il faut avant tout pouvoir les réunir tous, ensuite
les comparer et les- discuter, ce qui exige nceessairement du temps. "Il en
faut d'aillcurs -pour preparer 'opinion et surinonter des préjugés contre les
«quels on n'a point en France comme cn Angleterrc le secours de Uexperience. -

Cest pourquoi S. M. T. C. qui S'estengagée et qui est préte 3 unir tous
Ses cfforts.a ceux de S. M. Britannique pour faire prononcer I'abolition géné-
rale de la traite par toutcs les Puissances .de la Chrétienté, pense qu'il est
necessaire de-Se borner pour le moment & cet objet, en Se reservant de s'en-
tendre sur la proposition contenuc dans la note de S. E. Lord Viscount Cas-
tlercagh -lorsque les operations du Congrés etant terminées ct la France ayant -
obtcnu les renscignements qui lui manquent, la question pourra étré traitée
avec toute la maturitd qu'elle requiert. - _ : _

Le soussigné se plait & espirer qu'elle pourra Ietre dlors & la satisfaction re-.
ciproque'des deux puissances. '

: _ Le soussigné, &c. &e. o
(Signed) . LE PRINCE DE TALLEYRAND.

A Son Excellence. Vicomee Castlereagh,

&e. &e. &e.

3

¢ Inclosure in No. 40,)—Translation.. .
Vienne, Novembre 5, 1874,

The undersigned, His Most Cliristian Majesty's Minister and Sccretary of
‘State for the gcpartmcnt of Forcign Affairs, has received the note whith -

7

T
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his Excellency Lord Viscount Castlereagh did hiin the honour to address to
him, in which he proposes to confer respecting the actual and immediate
abolition on the part of -France of the traflic in slaves. .
The sentiments of the King, respecting this species of traflie, make IT;;
sincerely desirous that its immediate abolition may be found compatible
with the interests which oughtto direct His determinations respecting tire
welfare of His kingdom and of Iis colonies. But the state of these last is not
not yet sufficiently known to Him. ‘There are some of which Irance hias
not yet taken possession. Therefore, of the, necessary information, without
which it is impossible to form an opinion on a nicasure _ol such deep interest,
part is totally wanting, and part must l_)q gathered from t]xc cormereial
ports and cities from whence many expeditions have already sailed, or arc
preparing to do so, under the faith of the treaty of the 3oth of May. Itis
first necessary to bring all the information togcther, and then to compare
and discuss it; this will nccessarily take up time.  Besides, it is necessary
to prepare the opinion and to surmount -the prejudices, against which there
is not in France, as Engiand,- the aid of experience. , '

- For these reasons His Most Christian Majesty, who has engaged, and is
ready, to unite IHis cfforts to those of His Britannie Majesty, to persuade all
the Powers of Christendom to declare the general abolition of the traffic,
conceives that it is necessary to confine IHimself for the moment, for this ob-
ject, in reserving to IHimself to treat of the proposition contained in the note
of his ‘Excellency Lord Viscount Castlercagh, when' the operations of the
Congress shall be finished, and France. shall have obtained the information
wanting, at which peried the question will be discussed with all the delibe-
raticn 1t requires. - D , '

_ The undersigned flatters Limself with the hope that it will then be .dis-
cusscd to the reciprocal satisfaction of the two Powers, o

' The undersigned, &e. &e. &e. ' T
. (Signed) . - LE PRINCE DE TALLEYRAND.
To His Ezeccllency Viscount Castlereagh, '

e &e. §e.

- No. 41.
My Lorbp, : .- Vicnna, January 2, 1815.

I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that I have addressed the en-
closed letter to the Austrian, Russian and Prussian Ministers, requesting to
be admitted to an audience of their respective Sovercigns.

The Emperor of Russia received me the following evening, and I had an
opportunity of explaining to Ilis Imperial Majesty, at considerable length,
the objects with which I, was charged, the importance attached to theni by the
Prince Regent, and the mode in which His Imperial Majesty could most
contribute to their succesful accomplishment. :

I began by satisfying the Emperor that Great Britain had left no incans
untricd which depended on her to cffect a complete and total abolition of this

- odious and criminal traffic. That the British Parliament had now, for some

years, in opposition to every prejudice and suggestion of national interest,
abolished absolutely the - traffic throughout the whole extent of the British
dominions. That they had further made it an invariable objeet in all their
Jiegociations to promote this measure; that, in consequence, engagements
had _been entered into by Sweden, Denmark, and Iolland, immediately to
abolish, and by France at the. cnd of five.ycars ; that France had, since the
Treaty of Paris, conscuted to abolish forthwith, to. the north of Cape Fors
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mosa, and that we were in negociation with Spain and Portugzl, for the pur-
pose of dclivering, without further delay, this portion of Africa at lcast.
from the evils of the Slave Trade. ' ‘ ?

That‘ our ‘enflcavours had not been confined to mere representations ; -but
that offers of direct and considerable value had been held out by th2 Prince
Regent’s commands to France, Spain, and’ Portugal, in order to reconcile
them, if possible, to the measure of immediat® abolition. :

Iaving explained the nature and extent of the exertions which Great Bri-

tain had made to eficctuate this object, I represented to the Emperor that .

our means of being of use were, in a great measure, exhausted, and thut it
depended much more upon His Imperial Majesty and the other Sovercigns
who had no colonies, now to act, than it did upon Great Britain. '

" The Emperor listened with much attention to every part of my statement,
and particularly to this, in which I endeavoured to shew that, upon reason-
able notice, the Great Powers of Europe would not only be justified, but’
bound in morality and sincerity, to cXc]u«Ye from their ports colonial produce
“groiwn within the dominion of states who, within a reasonablc period,. re-
tused to adopt the principle of -abolition. That to do so must at_once be cf-
fectual, and to do less was to make themselves parties, in breach of their pro-
miscs to the crimes and scandal to which their demand for colonial produce.
gave occasion, and which they ought preferably to supply from those coun-
trics where the culture was not carried on by newly imported slaves.- =~

The Emperor gave me every assurance of support, and dirccted Count
Nesselrodeto consult with me, on the measares to be adopted. .

With respect to the period of abolition to be urged, His Imperial Majesty -
declared His dcsire, it possible, to prevail upon France to reduce the period
of five years, and that Spain and Portugal should be urged to conform to
whatever period France might be prevailed on to adopt. -

- The Emperor expresscd satisfaction -at the idea of constituting a standing-

<commission in London and Paris, composed of the Ministers of Powers -

friendly to this object, whose duty it should be to follow it up with the un<
ldivide! weight of their respective Governments, 'till finally cffected. .
His  Imperial Majesty received my representation throughaut in the most:
gracious manner, and authorised me to assure the Prince Regent, that His
Royal Highness.might rest satisfied He should do His utmost to-second Ilis,
exertions on this interesting subject.
: : I have the honour to be, &c.

. (Signed) CASTLEREAGHL
Earl Bathurst, &e. &e. &e.

P. S. I inclose to your Lordship a copy of a dispatch whiich I have writ=
ten to his Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley on the same subject, together with
the inclosure therein referred to.

(1st Inclosure in No. 41.)

Vienna, December 25, 1814;

Lord Castlereagh, His Britannic Majesty's principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, ?\aving reccived the commands of his Royal Highness the
Prince Regent to solicit a special audience of His Majesty the |

, for' the purpose of making a representation in His Royal
. Hlighness’s name to His Majesty the ' '
on the subject of the Slave Trade, begs His Excellency
to submit this request to Tis Majesty, the. .
that he may be honoured with an audience for this purpose.
Lord Castlercagh takes this opportunity, &e. '

o Count Nesselrode, Prince Metternich,
and Prince Hardenberg.
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2d Inclosure in No. 41,)

SR, FPienna, Janvary 2, 1815,

I bave the honour to enclose copy of a note which I have addressed to
the Chevalier Labrador on tha subject of the Slave Trade. I have to signify
to your Excellency, the Prince Regent's pleasure, that you do use your uf-
‘most cxertions to ‘prevail upon the Spanish Government to send immediate
instructions to their Plenipotentiary at Congress, conformably to the prin-
ciples therein laid down. : -

- I'should wish also to reccive from your Excellency, by the return of the
‘messenger, a precise statement of the situation of your negociations and en-
gagements with the Spanish Government on this subject, under any late in-
structions you may have reccived from home in reply to your Excellency's
Dispatches. : '
I have the honour to be, &e.

CASTLEREAGIL

Zo His Excellency Sir Henry IWellestey, K. B. )
&e. &e. e '

{3d Inclosure in No. 41.)

Fienna, 27th Dccember, 1814..

The undersigned, His Britannic Majesty’s Principal Sccretary of State for-
Foreign Affairs, having understood fromn Ilis Catholic Majesty’s Pleni potentiary
to the Congress of Vienna, that the instructions of his Court authorise him to
agree to an immediate abolition of the Slave Trade on all parts of the coast
of Africa, except between the Equator and the tenth degree of latitude north,-
-within which limits it is intended to permit its being carried on for the.
space of eight years, when this traffic 1s-wholly and universally to be pro-
hibited by the laws of Spain, feels it ‘nccessary to solicit His Excellency’s:

_ immediate attention to the nature of this arrangement. '

The undersigned forbears on the present occasion to enter into the con-:
siderations which have inilueniced the decision of the Spanish Government
in assigning so extended a period as cight years for the discontinuance gene-
rally of this trafic. IHe is desirous at present merely to point his Excel-
lency’s attention to the particular limits within which Spanish subjects will
be permitted, under the proposed regulation, to carry on the trade. If the
vestriction had assigned for this purpose the coast of Africa to the southward:
of the Line, the undersigned would have had nothing to object, as this
coast, so long as other nations permit the traflic, must be cxposcd for some
time longer to its desolating influcnce ; but the regulation, as announced, the
~undersigned presumes to . represent, will altogether disappoint the benificent
views with which Ilis Catholic Majesty has been induced to place the trade
under restrictions. -

. The coast of Africa northof the Line, bya varicty of concurring circum-
stances, and by the persevering efforts of Great Britain, has very nearly been
delivered from this calamity, and a considerable and growing comnieree, of an
innocent nature, has been substituted in its room. To preserve and cherish

_ this’ amended system of society on the northern coast, must be the object
of all Nations. France, sincc - the Treaty of Paris, has in this benevolent
view, as will appear ‘from the correspondence, altogether prohibited the,
trade to the north of Cape Formosa, and Portugal has declared her inten-
tion of entering into an arrangement for the immediate abolition north- of
the Line ; this will render more than the half of Africa a sanctuary against
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the traders in sl:weg, 1f _Ihs .Cathr'»lic Majesty, by an alteration of the pro-
posed regulation, will join himsclf to the other Powers, who, though dif-
fering upon the question of immediate abolition, all concur in the bencevo-
lent poliey of protecting this portion of Africa against the revival of a trade,
which' must at once arrest its population in their progress towards industry
and civilizaticn..

"I'he undersigned persuades himself that Iis Catholic Majesty can have the

less hesitation in confining the traflic to the southward of the Liue, as the”

ficld is there more than ample for any demands the subjects of the Crown of
Spain have been in the practice of making upon the population of Africa.
The undersigned, &e. L
: (Signed) . © CASTLEREAGIL,
- To His Excellency the Chevalier Labrador,” = - .
o &e. &e. &e. -

, No. 42. o g
My Lorp, ' Vicnna, January 8, 1815.
Since I had the honour of detailing to your Lordship thé nature and re-
sult of my interview with His Iinperial Majesty the Emperor of Russia, in’
consequence of the circular note which I addressed to the three Plenipoten--
tiaries on the 25th ultimo, I have been honoured with audiences of His

Imperial and Apostolic Majesty, and of Iis Majesty the King of Prussia, in.-

which I did not fail to represent in the strongest manner the great interest:
felt by {Iis Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and by the British nation in-
general, upon the subject of the Slave Trade; and I have the satisfaction to
acquaint your Lordship, that Their Majesties were pleased to repeat the as-
surances which had already been conveyed through Their Ministers, of Their
sincere determination to use Their utinost influence with the different Powers
concerned, i assisting Great Britain to bring about as carly an abolition as
possible of the traffic in question.
. I have the honour, &c. _

(Signed) CASTLEREAGII.

Earl Bathurst, &e. §e. &e. ‘

o No. 43.
My Lorbp,.

- 1 have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Treaty, this day signed

by wme with the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries, for the final and immediate’

abolition of the Slave Trade ta the north of the Iquator.
I ulso inclose a convention signed with the same pyrtics, for terminating,

in conncction with tlie former arrangement, the disputes- subsisting, for

some time past, with, the Court of Portugal, relative to their ships ditained

on the coast of Africa. ‘ ‘
I request your Lordship will submit these instruments for the Prince Re-
sent's gracious approbation and ratification. - ,
‘ Lam, &c.- S
‘ (Signed) CASTLEREAGIL.
Larl Datlurst, '
&e. &e. &e.
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(Inclosures in No, 43.)

See substance of Treatics,-Nqs. 37 and 38.

No. 44.

"My Lorp, Vienna, January 26, 1815,
In pursuance of the intention announced to your Lordship, I .re-
newed, in a general conférence of the eight Powers, on the 16th instant,

‘my proposition for the consideration of the Slave Trade, in special sittings,

to be dedicated to this object by all the Powers conjointly. S

Your Lordship will observe, from the accompanying protocol, that the at-
tempt to have it discussed, not as a general but as a colonial question, was
renewed. ' The importance of resisting this, and upholding the authority of
‘the Continental Powers, was obvious, . and the result was satisfactory.

Our first sitting was held on the- 20th instant, of which the protocol is
inclosed*. Although tolerably full, it cannot, of course, convey more than
the heads of .what passed: I 'beg your Lordship will, however, be assyred,
that no effort was neglected to promote the object, and- I hope enough will
appear before the Prince ‘Regent, on the face of our proceedings, to sa-
tisfy His Royal IMighness that His servants have endeavoured to obey His
commands. : '

-« To-morrow we resume our sittings.—As we are all' agreed upon tlie prin-

ciple; and the Plenipotentiarics of France, Spain, and Portugal are limited

by their instructions upon the point of modification, I conceive two more’
“deliberations will terminate our labours, ' :

I hope we shall have brought every question so completely into view, as’
to lay the best ground for the commissions, hercafter to be permanently con-

stituted, to follow up the negogiations.

I hope essential progress has been made, at least upon one branch of this
question, I mean the liberation of the northern.parts of Africa from the mi-.
scries of this trade. ‘The foundation has also been laid for an entire cessat
tion of the evil ata definite period, with a prospect that the auspicious epoch
may be accelerated by future exertion; and what I consider of great im-
portance is, that the attention of the Ministers here has been awakened to
this important subject, in a degree much beyond what I could have hoped for,
considering the multiplicity of their avocations, and their former ignorance
of the question. -

. ' I have the honour to be, &e.
S (Signed) CASTLEREAGIIL
Larl Bathurst, : '
&c. -&c. &‘0&

(Inclosure in No. 44.)

Extrait du Protocole de la Conférence, du 16 Janvier, 1815,

Lord Castlercagh a renouvellé sa proposition de 's‘occupér des moygns de-
faire cesser universellement la traite des noirs. Son avis a été, qu'il ne falloit
Ppas nommer pour cet effet une commission proprement dite, mais traiter la ques-

. ® 8Sce Protocol, as amended, 1st Inclosure in No, 44,
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tion dans I'Assembleé des huit puissances en les invitant & nommer chacun un de
leurs P. P's pour former des séances particuliéres, exclusivement consacrées 3 cet
objet, sanf A rendre comte du résultat des délibérations & I'Assemblée générale.
M. le Comte de Palmella a combattu cette proposition en déclarant qu'il ne
concevoit pas pourquoi la marche généralement observée jusqu’ ici de ne faire.
tutervenir dans les discussions que les puissances plus ou moins intéressées al

" objets qui s traitoient, ne s'appliqueroit pas de méme i la question de aboli-
tion' de la traite des noirs ; question qui ne regardoit absolpment que les pnis-

sances posscdant des colonies. M. le P. s'est opposé au projet de délibérer -

sur cette question dans un Comité composé des P. P.s des huit puissances, en
ajoutant que les puissances sans Colonies, ayant une fois cmbrasseds le prin-

cipe de I'abolition, et n’¢tant arritées dans Pexécution de ce principe par au- -
cun interét partxcuhcr, ne pouvoient pas dtre considerées comme entiérement -
impartielles dans une affaire dont, par un zele louable en lui méme, elles pré--

cipitéroient peutétre la Marche aux dépens des états que leur position parti-
_culiére obligéroit aux plus grands ménagements. o i

M. le Chevalier ‘Labrador se réunissant d’avis @ M. le Comte de Palmella

a observé: Que toutes les puissances, sc trouvant d'accord sur le principe géné-

- ral de Pabolition de la traite, il serait inutile, d’en faire un-objet de discussion ;

que la scule question 3 examiner étoit célle des mayens d‘exélcution, et surtout

du-terme 3 choisir pour faire cesser ce commeree; que cette question, se ré-

duisant enticrement 3 des details et & des considerations locales, ne pouvoit

. étre traitée que par les puissancés qui possédent des Colonics, ct qu'il serait,

si non injuste au moins inutile, &'y admettre les autres ; qu'il était facile de

condamner la tiaite par des assertions générales, mais, que les puissances, dont .
ie systéme colonial avoit été fondé jusqu'ici sur Iimportation des négres se-

trouvoient pour aiusi -dise, placées entre deux injustices, I'une envers les ha-
bitans de I'Afrique, Pautre cnvers lear propres sujets,. propriétaires dans les
<olonics, dont-les jntéréts seroient griévement compromis par un changenient
trop brusqac dans le régime actuel; que’cette derniere consideration étoit
.d'unc importance particuliére pour I'Espague, spuisque Fetat dagitation od se
'trouvoicnt les colonics Espagnioles de terre ferme, imposoit au Gouvernement
le devoir de redoublar de soins pour la conservation ct la prospérité des
Isles de Cube et de Porto Rico; enfin que. 8. M.. C. ne pouvoit pas, avec

la meilleure volonté, s'éngager pour l'abolition de la traite & une terme plus-

rapproché que celle de huit années. , .
M. M. Ie P. P. de Russie, d'Autriche, de Prusse, ct de Sudde ont soutenu,
.que comme question de morale publique et & humanits, 'abolition de la traite
.interressoit indubitablement toutes les puissances : que celles qui n'ont point
des colonies ne prétendoient point dinger les détails d'une mesure pareille,
‘mais que les opinions sur ces details, et notamment sur le terme de l'aboli-
‘tion, se trouvaut partagé parmi les puissances directement intérressées dans

“cet afluire, I'intervention des autres serait toujour utile pour concilier les .

.opinions, et pour amener un résultat conforine au veeu de 'humanité entiére,
Lord Castlereagh a déclaré quel’Angleterre, quoiqu’en attachant alabolition

de 1a Traite un intérét bien prononcé, étoit. cependant loin de vouloir d onner .
i ) It

la loi & cet égard A aucunc autre puissance; que le tems de la durée, et le¢
0 . 4 .
mode de préparer graducllement la suppression de co tratlic, étoient sans

doute des questions sur lesquelles chaque puissance possédant des colonies,

pouvoit avoir opinion particuliére, mais qu'une commission exclusivement
ceomposée, de ces puissances ne repondroit pas au bit qu'il avait en vii, en
provoquant la discussion de cette affaire; quil s'agissait de.connoitre du-
thentiquement les seatimens ct la manidre de voir des principales puissances
relativement 3 une affaire d’un interét aussi générol, et qu'il regardout la forme
de délibération proposée par lui comme le seule propre a fournir 3 cet égard
les. éclaircissemens satisfaisants, - . S .
A la suite de cette discussion, M. le Prince de Metternich a établi la ques-
toin préalable, sur la quelle on’avoitd prononcer, dans les termes sulvans:
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« Laffaive de Tabolition de Ta Traite des négres doit-clle 8tre remis en
premier lieu & une connmission composée de P. Ps. des puissances possedunts
des colonies, ou traitée d’abord par les P, Ps. réunis des huit puissances "

"« M. M. les P, Ps. de Portugal et d’Espagne ont persisté dans leurs avis de
nadmettre & la discussion, que les Ministres des puissances posédans dey
colonies. M. le Comte de Palmella a demandé en outre que dans le eas que
Topinion contraire prévaloit, il fut inséré aux protocole, que les P. Ps, de
Portugal, sans sc soustraire & la délibération commune, ne rcgfxrdoxcng pas la -
question dont on alloit s'occuper, comme une.question de droit public: De
Yautre coté, M. M. les P. Ps. d'Angleterre, de Russie, d'Autriche, de Prusse
- de Sudde et de France out voté contre la commission particulire, et ‘pour
Pirtervention des huit puissances dans cette question. .

Lord Castlereagh en resumant sa premiére proposition, 8 dit alors qu'il
n'insistoit pas 3 n'admettre dans ces déhl?éran?ns qu'.un. I’: ’de chaque
Puissance ; que le nombre de ceux qui y assisteroicnt étoit indifférent ; que
son intention avoit sculement été de faire consacrer A’ cet objet quelque séances
particuliére pour le ¥raiter avee suite, et pour ménager l¢ tems que d'autres.
aftaives posrroicat re 'lamc_sr. _ L o o

- Il sest reservé d'inviter M. M. les Plenipotentiaires 4 se reunir 'en ‘con-
férence dur cette question, aussitdt qu'il sera préparé 3 I'entamer. . '
- Rur.quoi, la séance i étélevde, -

{Inclosure in No. 44.)—Translation. _
Pro.técdl of the Conference of the 16th J a_nuﬁ'ry, 1815,

- Lord Castlercagh renewed, his preposal of considering the means where<
by the universal abolition of the Slave Trade might be effected. His
opinion was| not to appoint for that purpose a commission properly so called;

- but to trcat the question in an assembly of the eight powers, by inviting them
severally to name.cach, one of their Plenipotentiarics to form the particular sit-
* tings, to be c.\'clusivelfr confined to that object, and to render an account of
- their deliberations to the general assembly, c
Count Palmella combatted this proposal, declaring that he did not sce why
‘the course of the proceedings hitherto gerierally adopted, of confining the
_discussions to those powers more or less intarested in the subjects discussed,
should not equally apply to the question of the abolition of the Slave Trade v,
- 'a question which alone concerned the Powers possessing colonies. That Ple-
“nipotentiary opposed the plan of deliberating this question in “a-Committee
<omposed of the Plenipotentiaries of the eight Powers, adding, that the powers
‘without colonies having once embraced the principle ot abolition, and not
“beitig restrained from carrying it into effect by any private interest, they could
not be considered as entirely impartial in a matter of which they ight, by a -
“zeal in itself praiseworthy, possibly precipitate the proceedings at the ex-
-pence of other States, who, from their particular situation, mustact with the .
utinost caution, , o '
+ " The Chevalier de Labrador joined in opinion with .Count ' Palmella, and
- observed:—That as all the powers agreed upon the general principle of the
“abolition of the trade, it would be uunecessary to make it an object of ‘dis-
_cussion ; that the sole question to examine was, ‘the .means of carrying it
- mto effect, and especially the time to be fixed upon for its termination ; ‘that
the question being reduced eatirely to considerations and details of a local
sature, could alouc be treated upon, by the powers possessing colonies, and
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that it would be at least uscless, if not. unjust, to admit others to thie
«liscussions ; thatit would be casy to condemn the trade by general assertions,
- Mt that the powers, whose colonial system had hitherto been founded upon’
the importation o.f'ncgr'oes, found themsclves placed, as it might be said, be-
tween two acts of injustice, onc towards ' the inhabitants of Africa, the other
towards their-own subjects, being colonial proprictors, whose interests would.
‘be sorcly affected by too sudden a change in the present system ; that the 1ast
~ consideration was -one of particular importance for Spain, since the present.
agitated state.of the Spanish colonies on the terra firma made it the duty of
the ‘Govermuent to redouble its attention for the prescrvation of the prosperity.
of the Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico;'in a word, that TIis Catholic Ma-
jesty could not, with the best inclination, pledge Himnsclf for the abolition of
the Trade within a shorter space than eight vears. . -
~ 'The Plenipotcntiarics of Russia, Austria, Prussia, and Sweden, maintained
* that, considered as a question of public morality and humanity, the aboljtion
of the Slave Tradc unquestionably interested all the Powers; that those nots
possdssing “colonies by no means pretended to dircct the détails of such a.
measure, but that as the opinions of the powers dircctly interested in this
question might be at variancé on the details,” and especially as to tie period
“ of the abolition, the interposition of the other powers would always be useful
to conciliate the opinions, and to produce a result inconformity to the wishes
of humanity at la ge. o : o o
~ Lord Castlvrcagﬁ said, that although England attached a most decided in~
terest to the abolition of the trade, she nevertheless was far from wishing to
~ dictate on the subject to any other Power; that the duration of this tratlic,
and the mode of preparing for its gradual suppression, were, without doubt,
' questiéns upon which every Power posscssing colonies might have particular
opinions, but that a Commission, composed exclusively of tﬁose Powers, could
‘wot answer the purpose for which the discussion of this measure was in-
stituted 3 that the question was, to ascertain correctly the sentiments of the
Erincipal Powers, and their view of a subject of such gencral interest, and that
¢ considered the form of the deliberation proposed by him as the only one,
which could produce satisfactory elucidation on this head. ' B
"This discussion being ended the Prinee Metternich established the pre-.
- liminary question upon which a decision was’ to be taken, in the following
terms : : : '
“« Shall the measurc of the abolition of the Slave ‘Trade be referred, in
. € the first instance, to a commission ‘composed of the Pleuipotentiaries
«¢ posscssing colonies, or be immediately treated upon in a general meeting -
s of the Plenipotentiaries of the eight powers ™" - o
" The Plenipotentiarics of Portugal and Spain persisted in their opinion,
»of admitting to the discussion the Ministers of the Powers possessing colonies -
exclusively. : S ' -
Count Palmella required, moreover, that in case tlie contrary opinion should
* prevail, an entry should be made in the Protocol, stating, that the Plenipo-
tentiaries of Portugal, without ,withdrawing themselves from the general de-
liberation, did not_consider the guestion about to ‘be cunvassed, as'a question *
of public right. On the other hand, the Plenipotentiaries of England, Russia,
Austria, Prussia, Sweden and France, voted against the particular commission,
and for the interposition of the eight powers in this question. . : .
Lord Castlereagh, in resuming his first proposition, said, that he did not
3nsist upon admitting only onc Plenipotentiary of cach power to these delie-
‘berations; that the nuinber present was . matter of indifference; ‘that his
‘intention had been purely to sct apart for this object some articular sittings,
“in order that the ,dli)scussion might be conducted without interruption from
the pressure of other affairs. . _ '
The Plenipotentiarics will be invited to a general conference upon this
question as soon as the necessary preparations arc madc for that purpose.
" Upon which the sittings broke up. :
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No. 5. .
My Loro, : Flenna, February 13,1815,

I transmit herewith to your Lordship an amended copy of the Protocul
of the 20th ult. on the question of the Slave Trade, together with the subses
quent proceedings on the same subject. ,

It did not appear to me that uny uscful purpose could be answered by
protracting the discussions here, concciving that any further attempts to
accelerate the epoch of abolition, will he made with a better chance of
success after these discussions "in Congress are promulgated, for which
éndeavour the proposed comniissions in London and Paris will afford tln
necessary facilities. o _ e

. I have the honour to be, with great truth, &e. &e. &e.
' (Signed) CASTLEREAGI!.

Larl Bathurst, ' :
&e. &e. &e. -

(Inclosure in No: 45.)
Protocole de Ia Séance particulicrd du 20 Jauvier 1815, consacrée 3 deli-
berer sur Uabolition de la Traite des Négres. ‘ '
" Présentes,—Lord Castlercagh, Premier Plénipotentiaire de S. M. Dritan-

-nique, o

- Lord Stewart, Plénipotentiaire de S. M. Britannique. , :
M. le Prince de Talleyrand, Premier Plénipotentiaire de S. M. trés
Chrétienne, " , . - . .
M. le Chevalier de’ Labrador, Plénipotentiaire’de S. M. le Roi I'Espagne’
M. le Comte Palmella : M. le Comte de Saldanha; M. le Chevalicr de

‘M. le Comte de Nessclrode, Plénipotentiaire de’ §. M. 'Empereur de

“toutes les Ruassies.

M. le Comte de Lowenhiclm, Plénipotentiaire de 8. M. le Roi de S_u‘éilé.
M. le Baron de Humboldt, Plénipotentiaire de S. M. le Roi de Prusse. ..
- M. le Baron. de Bender, remplacant, M. le Prince de Metternich, Premier

“Plénipotentiaire de S. M. l‘Emperegr d’Autriche.

Les Plénipotentiaires des puissances qui ont signé le Traité de Paris, ayant
arreté dans leur assemblée générale du 16 Janvier, et consigné daus le proceés
verbal de ce Jour, que pour. s'occuper des moyens de faire cesser universelle-

~ment le traite des Neégres, chaque puissance noinmeroit un- ou plusicurs

plénipotentiaircs, qui s¢ réuniroient dans des counférences particuliéres, ex-
clusivement consacreés A cet objet, sauf 3 rendre compte du resultit de leurs
deliberations & I'assemblée générale, la premiére de ces conferences a eu licu
aujourd’ hui dans un des Burcaux de la Chancelleric de cour d’ctat de S. M.

‘Impériale et Royale Apostolique.

.Lord Castlereagh  a fait ouverture de cette conférence par un discours,
dans le quel il a rappelé ce que TAngleterre, a tait depuis un certain nombre
d'années pour proscrire dans tous les puys soumis a ses loix, et pour par-

~venir par des négociations avec dautres” puissances 3 faire généralement

abolir un commerce incompatible avee les princifcsde_ la réligion Chréticnue,
de la morale universelle et de I'humanité. 11a observé, que s'il fallait

* encore des preuves pour convainere IEurope que I'Angleterre n'a été guidee

dans toutes ces démarches que par les motifs les plus purs et les plus dcsin-:
téressés, on les trouveroit suffisament dans les differentes communications qui

:avoient ‘cu licu 3 ce sujét, entre le Gouvernement Britannique .ct les autres

puissances maritimes, ct'surtout dans les sacrifices impodrtantes que PAungle-
terre avoit Taits ou proposé¢ de” faire pour atteindze le but auquel elle tendoit.
1l a développé ensuite les raisons, qui avoient détermingé son gouvernement
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a soumeltre cctte question importante aux délibérations du Congrés, ct 1a.

marche qu'il comptoit suivre dans ces déliberations.

Aprés cette introduction Lord Castlercagh a fuit lecture de I'Article L.
additionel au Traité de Paix signé & Paris le 30 Mai 1814, cutre la Grande
Bretagne et la France, Article concu én ces termes: ¢ Sa Majesté trls
« Chrétiennc partagéant sans réserve tous les sentimons de Sa M. Britan-
< nique, rélativement 3 un genre de commerce -que repoussent ct les principes
¢ de'la justice naturelle et Ies lumitres des tems ol nous vivons, s'engage
4 unir, pu fatur Congres, tous Scs cflorts. & ‘ceux de Sa "Majesté Britan-
“ nique, pour faire prononcer par toutes les puissances de la Chrétienté, 'abo-
4¢ lition dc la traite des noirs, de telle. sorte que la dite traite cesse univer-
«¢ gellement, comme clle cessera ‘défnitivernent ct dans tous les {as, de la
4 part de la France, dans un delai de cing années, ct qu'en outre, pendant fa
<, durée de ce delai, aucun trafiquant d'esclaves n’en puisse importer ni vendre
s¢ ailleurs que daus les colonies de 'etat dont il est sujet.”

Lord Castlereagh a observé que cet article admettoit et exprimoit un objet
.commun & toutes les puissances en établissant la nécessité de travailler 4 I'abo-
lition universelle de Iz traite, et que toutes ayant reconnu le principe géaéral,
clles étoient égulement lides 3 chercher les moyens de la mettre en pratique

aux époques les plus rapprocliées compatibles avee la situation particulicre de -

leurs dtats.

Conformément & ces bases, Lord Castlercagh a annoncé, qu'il propeseroiten
premier licu unc declaration des puissances réunies, proclamant leur adhiésion
au principe général de Iabolition de Traite des Négres, et leur voeu de réa-
liser cette mésure daus le plus court délai possible ; qu'il procederoit ensuite 2
vécucillir les opinions de M. M. les Plénipotentiaires présens sur la possibilité
.Jung abolition innndédiate ou d’un rapprochement du terme que chaque pu-
issange pouvoit avoir fixé pour Pabolition définitive ; Et qu'il entreroit cnfin
dans P'examen des moyens d'obtenir immédiatement I'abolition partielle de ce
trafic.

Avant d'cntamer ‘ces’ differentes ‘questions, Lord Castlercagh 2 commu-

niqué des renseignemens authentiues pour prouver que I'abolition .de la
traite; opérant’ d'un Coté un bien réel et inapréciable, ‘en delivrant -les
Labitans de I'Afrique d’un des plus terribles fleaux, n'étoit pas de Tautre
c6té, comme on l'a cru pendant long-tems,. contraire aux. intéréts. des
puissances possedant des colonies ou aux intéréts bien entendus des pro-
priétaires dans'ces colonies, attendu que dans tous les établissemens coio-
niaux ot I'importation. des ndgres étoit defendue, leur augmentation par les
voics naturclles et légitimes- avoit été plus que proportionnée 4 la diminu-
tion du nombre causée par la cessation de la_traite; que I méme, ou de
nouveaux défrichiemens n'avoient pas cu licu, la culture n'zvait ancunement
rétrogradé, ct que la tranquillité et la prosperité générale de ces établissemens

avait essenticllement ct considérablement” gagné.  Ces mémes documens
tendent A établir que les dangers qui ménacent les colonies Europdennes dans
Jes Indes occidentales ct dans I'Amerique néridionale, ne peuvent qu’ aug--
menter sensiblement par Fimportation sans cesse rénouvelée des negres, et que
cette scule considération suflit pour convainere les puissances de I'Europer
comnme il cst exprim¢ daus June de ces piecds “ que dans cette affaire Jeur
« intérdt se tronve du méme coté que leur devoir, et que laloi de leur propre
«conservation autant que celle de lhumanité leur préscrit de s'occuper & tems
« des movens d'arréter un torrent prét & les engloutir.” _

A lasuite de ces explications préalibles, Lord Castlereagh en cst venue &
sa premiere proposition rclatw,c Y une .declaratlon par laquelle 1és'1;y1$sap_ces
agissant au nom du Congrds, cnouciroient leur voeu commun peur l'aboliticn
universelle de la traite.

M. le Prince de Talleyrand a appuyé cette proposition, en ajoutant -que
J'aprés Tengagement que la France avoit contracté par-le traité de  Paris, il
s& croyoit appe}é i séeondés la.marche que’Lord Castlereagh -avait adoptée
pour la discussion de cet objet; ot q'il approuveit enticrement. INadit
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-qu'il né ponvoit y avoir, -vt qu'il n’y avait én efidt gu'une voix parmii les Soy.

verains de 'Euvope sur la nécessité et le devoir de fairé cosser un traffic auss]
odicux d'autant plus que le principe deT'abolition était hautement avoud pap
Ceux mamcs qui par des’ eousidérations particulidres se croyent oMligés dl'cn
sudpcndre T'exéeution illimitée. La déclaration oposée par Lord Castle-
reagh, produira selon M. le Prince de: Talleyrand, Peffot le plus salutaire, en
avertissant les sujéts de toutes les (}zu’a_ssancas ct les propriétaires dans toutes
les colonies de I'intention séricuse de léurs gouvernmens de me plus perdre de.
vae I'abolition de la traite, ct en les empéchant de se livrer A des illusias syr
la durée indéfinée de ce commerce. »

M. le Prince de Talleyrand est persuadé -en- outre qu'une pareille déclarz.

“tion sera bien accucillic par la ‘partic saine ct éclairée du public de tous lvs

pays, et gu'cllefura honneur au Congrés.

M. de Comte de Nessclrodo a annoncé que S M. IEmpercar son maitre
étoit absolument d'accord avee le principe de T'abolition de la - traite, et porté
pour tout e qui ‘pouvoit assurer ct accéléror 'exéeution’ de cette mesures que
dans ccs vucs, I'limpercur 1'avoit chargé de seconder en ‘tout les démarches
que Lord Castlereagh jugeroit nécessaires pour I'accomplissement d'un aussi
goble objet.  Il'a wppuy¢ suns reserve la promidre proposition de Lerd Cas-

ercagh. o '

‘M. M. Tes Plenipotentiaires d'Autriche, de Suéde; et de Prusse'se sorrtex-
pliqués daus le-mene sens. o

M. le Chevalicr -de Labrador, Plenipotentigire d'Espagne, a:4it que.son
intention :n’etoit pas de woter contre la proposition, mais que dims {'ctat, ol
plusicurs' puissances sctrouvoient vélativemert ‘& leuss colonies, il dui parais-
soft mdispensable de futre entror duis la déclaration ipénérale une: clause, wre-
servant & chaque gouvernement la diberté de détermmer I'epoque ‘i I'uboki-
tiontde la, Traite ‘des Negres ‘pourroit passer en loi dans ces. ‘0tats, saus
blesser des dntéréts:qui mérrtoient Jesplus grands :ménapemens. ‘

M. Ic Comte de Palmella, Plenipotentiaire de: Portugal, a observé, que
lanéceessité de mettre un tenie i ta Praite des Négres étant 'pléinement re-
connuepar soh gouvernement, il e pouvoit pas avait d'objection rontrela dé- -
claration propusée ‘par Lord Castlereagh, bien entendu qu'elle scroit cougue
de mianitre 4 ne pav préjuger Ta question du terme définitif, guestion sur
laquelle - clraque - puissunice’ devoit -avoir le -droit “de consulter ses ‘prapres
interéts.. -

M.Ie Prince:de Talleyrand a dit, que la restriction réclamée par M. M.

les Plenipotentiaires d'Espagneet.de Portugal scroit certainement admise par
toutes les aufres - puissances, et que la déclaration générale n'en. seroit pas
moins utilé 3¢t Lord Custlereagh a ajouté 3 cette observation que son désir

étoit, que Ja pifee ‘en question fut redigée dans des termes propres A -

brasser ‘les pinions de tous les gouverncmens; et de cecux-mémes, que des

cousidérations particulitres avoient 1¢ plus empechts jusqu’ icido concourir

efficacéinent 4-cette mésure bienfuisante.

A la suite “de cette discussion, tous les Plénipotentiaires présens, btanit .
d'accord qavec -la proposition de Lord Castlcreagh, le redactcur du‘procés-
verbal .de la- couférence "a ¢té chargé de rediger un projét de déclara-
tion conforme aux bases convenues, ¢t ‘de le -présenter dans unc séance
prochaine. '

Lord Castlereagh a procédé ensuite 2 la question du terme 3 fixer pour la
cessation -entiére de la Traite des Nogres; ctil a déclaré que ses principés,
ses devoirs, et les vocux de son gouvernement et de la Nation Britannique J'en-
Rageoit & ouvrir cette discussion par une ‘tentative de déterminer toutes” les
puissances’ .3 abolition immdédiate .d’un commerce que tout:le monde re-
gardoit enfin comme immoral, inhaimnain, et dangereux. A la longue pour la
conservation ‘méme des colonies. Il a invite "M. le Prince de Talleyrand 2’
I’ appuyer dans eette tentative, en-observatit, que - Iés motifs gue sla FPrance
pouvoit avoir cus ‘pour *s’opjroser:dJibolition Sumrédiate; dors deda Spmatun
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«du Traité de Paris, avoient cessés dexister ou perdu vine grande parti de leur
puids ;' que le terme de cing ans ¢tant une fois articulé dans le traité, le Gou-
xernement Francais ne seroit plus taxé d’avoir sujvi une impulsion {trangére,
pouvoit sans compromettre sa dignité ‘satisfairc aux principes de jusﬁ?:i: et
d'lumanité, suxquels N1, 'de:. Talleyrand venoit'de rendre hommage; que
-dailleurs I'état des. colonies Frangaises restitudes par la paix, et la difficulté
“de se remncttre en possession de I'Isle de St. Domingue,- ne pouveit qu'af-
oiblir lintértt deda France & maintenir I'ancien systeme colonial; qu'il pe-
roissoit en outre que:les ‘préventions qui subsistoient en France contre la sup-

.pression de-ce comierce comnencoit 4 s'¢teindre graducllement, ct dinil-

.nuoient de jour enjour parles Cclaircisscments repandues daus le publie;.
que ces considérations réunies ne lui permettoicut pas de rénoncer 3 '{'cspoir
-que cette puissace se’joindrdit A I'Angleterre, pour faire cesser des-d<présent.
Alimportation des négres, daus ses colonies, et Jla traite, :qui; dés lors devien-
dreitigutide, - o T .
- .M. le Prince de Talleyrand. a repondu, que la France étoit bien prondncée
sur J¢ principe de L'sbelition de la traite, quelle rempliroit éxactement Len-
. gagewrent pris par le Traité de Paris, que de gouvernenrent auroit sein-de toyt
_préparer, pour que fexéention de la mésure-ne.rencontrdt aucun obstacle &
Tépoque prévue, ct qu'il ticheroit méme sids-d.present de décourages ses
.sujdts du commerce des Négres, par Ja-marche. qu'il suivroit, et par.les

reglemens qu'il adopteroit 3 cet ¢gard; mais que I'abolition directe et Linm-

.digte pardissait avair dei gifficultés insurmiontables.” o o
.- Aprés e tiouvelles instances dela part de Lord Castlereagh, M. le Prince
+d Talleyrard a £ini par -déclarer quela France -s'engageroit A abolition cer-
.tame su terme convent, au découragement effectif de la traite dans lintervalle,
".aaais que pour Je mament elle ne pouvoit aller plus loin. . L
. /Lor.d Castlereagh est entré alors en explication avec M. le Prince e Talley-
rand sur la possibulité d'avencer le terme de Pabolition définitive de la truite,
~ct.il a allégué differens argumens pour engager la Franee, & substituer an
anains le terme de trois -ans pour la durée de laitraite, & eclur de cing, stipulé
‘dens le Traité de Paris. . o o :
+ - M. le Prince -de [alleyrand a- repondu, que celte question. tenoit & des
-cimconstances -particuliéres qulon ne pouvoit pas calculer d'avance avee pré-
. cision, qu'elle tenoit surtout a-I'effit que produiroient les mesutes du gouverne-
-ment Frangais pour décourager. ses sujits de la traite, que si cet efict &oit tel.
‘que Jes -personnes intdressées ) e commerce: se disposcoient 3 'abaudonner
.-.I)!ut?:t, le Gouvernment u’auroit aucun. objection A admottre ou & proposer
ui-méme une époque plus rapprochée pour I'abolition-finale; que suns poy-
.voir :s¢ préter aujourd’ hui d-un engagement positi sur cet Article, Ia France,.

toit decidée & toirt faire pour avaucer le termeide la cessation entidre -de o2

trafie. . 0o e T e
Lord Castlereagh s'est adressé alors 3 M, le Chevalier ée Labrador, pour
savoir s'il y avoit lieu & expérer que IEspagne e déeideroit 3. une abolition

.. immédiate de la traite, ou & fixer au moins un tcrme modéré pour cette
- dnesure.” T L ST S
~+.M. le Chevalier de Labrador a repondu—Que S. M. le Foi d’Espagne
#'¢tant éngagé ‘envers la Grande Bretagne & prendre-en considération les
moyens de concilier Son vocu pour I'abolition de la Traite avec les devoirs
que -Lui'imz)osoit.la conscrvation de Scs possessions en Amerique, It Se croiroit
-toujours li6 par- cct engagemeut, que cependant le Roi, aprésavoir consulté
-xur cet ohjét les proprittaires dans plusicurs colonies ct surtout ccux des Isles
de Cuba et de Porto-Rico, Sétoit convaincu de I'impossibilité de pronoucer
T'ubdlition immddiate, ou de fixer seulement un terme trop approché pour faire
.cesser Fimportation des négres dansces Isles, que dlaprés le résultiit de toutes
Jes deygarches faites jusqulici il seroit bien diflicile de s'astreindre pour 'abo-
ition déAnitive & un. terme plus rapproché que celui de huit ans; que quant
Aulul,dlarétoitpes. eutorisii2 aller plus Jain,.mais, que d'un autre coté Il croyoit

-
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pouvoir garantir que le Gouvernement Espagnol ne permettroit dans aucun

cas que des bitimens Espagnols fissent le commerce des r_légrcs pour-des colox

nies étrangares, ou prétassent lear pavillon & des expéditions contraires aux
loix des autres puissances.

Lord Castlereagh a repliqué & cette déclaration. 11 a dit que, quoique loin
de répondre & scs vocux, elle renfermoit au moins l'assurance que I'Espagne
vouloit fixer un terme pour l'abolition définitive du trafic des négres ; 1l s'est
réservé d'employer tous les moyens de négociation pour engager I'Espagne 2
restriendre ccterme, ct pour la disposer  entrer dans des nouvelles explica-
tions avee ses colonies; il a en méme tems appelé aux Plenipotentiaires des
antres puissances pour faire causc commune avee I'Angleterre dans ces né- .
gociatiens. .

M. le Comte de Nessclrode Plenipotentiaire de Rassic a pris la parole, pour
scconder cette proposition et pour engager tous les Plénipotentiaires présens
a réunir leurs cfforts afin d'obtenir de M. le Plénipotentiaire d'Espague une
déclaration plus conforme 3 leurs vocux communs, .

M. le Chevulicr de Labrador a obscrvé qu'une'démarche pareille seroit
inutile, puisqu’il ne pouvoit passer outre ses instructions, et’que d'ailleurs il
s'agissoit ici d'une affaire dans laquelle le Roi son maitre ne pouvait pas suivre
sans reserve Nes propres impulsions, que cependant il ne se refuseroit pas
informer a cour. des dispositious et. des vocux des autres puissances i cet
égard. '

Lord Castlercagh s'adressant de nouveau 3 M. de Labrador a discuté la
question sous difierens rapports.—Il a surtout observé que la réuaion des puis-
sances pour un ohjét aussi respectable fourniroit aux Souverains ‘des colonies
des moyens vis-d-vis de leurs propres sujcts pour les engager & abandonner la
T'raite, et pour disposer les habitans des colonies & se souméttre A un systdme
plus conforme an bien de I'humanité et en ‘méme tems: beaucoup plus favor-
able 4 leur interét réel et permanent que celui ‘de I'importation’ toujours
renouvellée des negres. ‘

M. le Prince dec Talleyrand a fortement.appuyé ec raisonnement.” 11 a dit
que ¢'étoit sans doute un avantage pour les puissances possédant des cojonies,
que toutcs les autres puissances s¢ chargeoient vis-d-vis des propriétaires dans
les colonies d'une partic de I'odieux que la mésure de I'abolition pouvoit- avoir
d’aprés leur maniére de voir, ou d’apres leurs préventions actuelles. Il a ajouté
que d'aprés son opinion, la déclaration’ solemnelle sur laquelle on vénoit de
sc réunir, ne maseyecoit pas d'offrir anx Puissances coloniales des moyens
efficaces pour restriendie la durée de la Traite, cn. manifestant leurs intentions
a’cet égard d'gsdranitre irrévocahle, ‘

Lerd Castlerragh a declaré alors qu'ayant épuisé tous les argumens qui
pourroient déteiminer le Gouverneinent Espsgnol, soit A abolir la Traite i-
médiatement, soit & avancer au moins le terme qu'il paroissoit avoir fixé pour
cette mésure, il insistoit. sursa proposition de faire intervenir les autres puis-
sances’ duns: cette tentative, ct il a invité M. M. les Plénipotentiaires présens
a séconder ees démarches.

Sur cela M, le Comte de Nesselrode a prié M. le Chevalier de Labrador de
porter & Ia conunoissance de sa Cour, le vocu énoneé par'M: le Plénipotentiaire
de S. M. Britannique’et partagé par 8. M. 'Empercur son maitre que le terme
fixé par S. M. l¢ Roi d'Espague pour I'abolition de la Traite des ndgres dans
Ses Ltats soit raccourci autant que possible ct cn tout cas suffisamment pour
coincider avec-celni que la France avait admis dans le Traité de Paris.

M. Le Prince de Talleyrand s’cst -engagé 3 ‘employer ses bous offices pour
le méme effét.

M. le Barou de Binder, parlant au nom de M. le Prince Metternich, en
déclarant que le vonu de Sa Majesté I'Empereur son Maitre s'accordait abso-
lument avec celui du Gouvernement Britannique, a réuna ses instanees 3 celles
de Lord- Castlercagh, ct de: M.le Comte de Nessclrode. - It ajouté que I on
avoit d'eutant plus d'cspoir de réussiv auprds de I'Espagie que la France




65

venoit de engager d'une mandire si peu éguivorque 3 concourir de tous ses
moycns au plus prompt suceés de cette grand inésure. - ‘

‘M. le Baron de Humboldt, Plenipotentiaire de Prusse a parlé dans le méme
sens,.en annoncant que 8. M. le Roi son maitre contribucroit bien volontiers,
et autant qu'il séroit en Lui 3 tout ‘cequi'pouvoit accélérer I'abolition finale

-de laTraite. Ila observé qu’ on pouvoit ce flatter que I'inégalité méme des-

termes adoptés par les différentes Puissances possédant des colonies, les unes

étant cngagées A abolir ‘dans' cinq ans les autres en demandant huit pour.

cet cfitt, deviendroit un motif pour les . déterminer toutes 3 restreindre la.durée
da.ce commerce. ' : . - A o
‘M. le Comte de Lowenheilm Plénipotentiaire de Suede, a declaré avoir les
.mémes instructions de son Gouvernenient et s'est joint aux autres Plénipoten-
tiaires pour démander abolition dans le plus, court délai possible. - :
La question rélativement 3 I'Espagne se- trouvant ainsis terminde, Lord
‘Castlercagh s'est adressé 3 M. M. les Plénipotentiaires de Portugal pour ap-
prendre qu'clles -¢toient  les intentions du Gouvernement Portugais: 3 cé
anéme sujet. . _ o ' :

" .M. le Comte de Palmella a rcpondu que 8. A. R. le Prince Régent de Por-
tugal avoit adheré depuis long tems au principe de l’abolition‘-fe" la Traite ;.
qu'il l'avoit formellement” déclaré dans un Traité concld en 1810 avec lef
-Gouvernement Dritannique et gue depuis cette époque I avoit pris plus d'une
mesure tant pour restreindre ce genre de commerce que pour en.détourner Ses

suitts ; que cependant la situation du Gouverncment Portugais etoit sous ce

‘rapport particulierement délicate, que le Brésil ctoit un pays immense, qut

n'avoit pas, & beaucoup prds, les bras qu'il lui falloit pour sa culture, qu'un

changement brusque dans le régime dc ce pays - et Pinterruption subite de

importation des Négres lui feroit vn mal incalculabie; qu'une mesure-

pareille seroit également pernicieuse pour les ctablissemens Portugais sur la
cote de I'Afrique, v qu'il falloit uncertain nombre d'années pour faire changer
entidrement le systéme intéricur de ces colonies; qued'ailleurs les Portugais
. transportant les {Iégres de leurs colonics sur la cdte d’Afrique 3 leurs colonies
Americaincs avoient des moyens qui manquoient’aux autres nations pour
adoucir le traitement dec ces Lsclaves tant au lieu du depart que pendant la
- traversée, qu'enfin il étoit de notoriété publique que les loix de police inté-
ricure rélativement aux Esclaves avoit toujours été extrémement humaines
dans le Brésil; que toutes™ ces considerations méritoient: d'étre miGrement
Ppésées ct seroient probablcmcntjugés'sufﬁsantes pqu’:_‘_-j'i‘ié,’ti”t:lge‘_r en faveur du
. Portugal une cxception de la régle générale; que dans tous Iés vas il ne seroit
pas juste d'en vouloir au Gouvernement Portugais s'il procétioit dans cette
affaire avec mesure ct circonspection en se rappelant qud TAugleterre elle-

méme avait mis un trés long intervalle entre les premiéres ‘propositions pour

abolir la Traite et Pexécution finale de cette mesure. .

M. le Comte de Palmella a fini par déclarer, que le Portugal ne pouvoit
pas se décider a I'abolition immédiate de la Traite, mais qu'il sc flattoit de pou-
voir y mettre un terme au bit de huit ans, rauf & adopter les modifications
que fes circonstances pouvoient indiquer pendant cet intervalle.

" “Lord Castlercagh a observé que l'inicrét bien entendu du Brésil ne s'op-

poseroit certainement pas A T'abolition dé la traite, ct que S.-A. R. le Prince.

Regent de Portugal étoit convenu lui-méme de cette vérité en récounoissant

ar Farticle 10 du traité de Rio Jaheiro du 19 Fevrier 1810—* les grands

- % desadvantages qui resultoicnt de la nécessité d’in.troduirc ct de renouveler

¢ continuellement une population étrangere et factice pour cultiver les terres
< ot soutenir I'industric dans les colonics Americaines.” o

.Quant aux établissémens sur la Cote d’'Afrique, Lord Castlercagh a été d'avis
qu'ils ne méritoient pas d’entrer pour beaucoup dans la discussion ; ces etablis-
semens n'étant fondés que sur le systdme inhumain de la traite des négres, il
étoit naturel qu'ils tombassent avec ce systéme. Rélativement au terme de huit
amées que le Portagal sembloitindiquer pour procéder & I'abolition définitive,
Lord Castlereagh a déclaré qu’ apres Tarticle susmentionné du traité de 1810,
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par lequel 8. A. R. I Prince Regent de Portugal S'étoit engagé 3 prendre les
* mesurcs les plus cflicaces pour abolir graduellement le commerce des négres
“.dans toute I'étenduce de Ses possessions,” I’Angleterre n’avoit pas pu s'attendre
d ce -que cing ans plus tard Faccomplissement de cette promesse ne se trove
Toit pas assez avancé pour dispenser le gouvernement Portugais d’'un nouveau
délai aussi considérable que cclui qu'il paroissoit avoir en vue.

M. le Comte de Palmella a répliqué, que quant aux établissemens de la-
cote d'Afrique c'étoit precisément pour empécher qu'ils ne tombassent tout-i~
fait avec I'abolition dc la traite, comme Lord Castlereagh I'avait annoncé, que-
le Portugal demandoit du tems afin de pouvoir changer le sytéine agricole et
commercial de ces établissemens ; et que par rapport aux engaganens “con-
tenus® dans l'article 10, - du traité de 1810, le Portugal avoit déja pris des me-
sures efficaces pour les remplir en diminuant sensiblement I'intérét que les,
marchands d'esclaves ct les propriétaires de vaisscaux trouvoit dans ce trafic;
que I'abolition graduelle stipulée par le dit artjcle, n'y étoit énoncée que d'une -
maniére vague et générale, saus que rien ne fut statué sur le.terme definitif;
que néanmoins 8. A. R.le Prince Regent fidéle aux principes ‘quelle avait
unc fois adopté, nc sc refuseroit pas & préferer le termede huit ans pour la
cessation finale de la traite, que cependant la question se trouvant ¢troitement
lie 3 tout le systéme conumercial du Portugal, ct 'abolition de la traite de-
vant néeessairement altérer ce systéme, les mesures ultérictires 3 prendre
pour cet objet ne pouveient que dépendre du resultit des discussions com-
merciales que se trouvoicnt eatre le gouvernement: Portugais et celui de la
Grande Brétagne. L

Aprés cette explication Lord Castlercagh a prié M. M. les Plénipoten-
tiaires presens d'adresser A M. le Plenipotentiaire de Portugal Ies mémes
propositions accompaguées des mémes instances qui avoient eu lieu vis-a-vis
de M. le- Plénipotentiaive d’Espagne ; et M. M. les. Plénipotentiaires de.
Russie, de I'rance, d’Autriche, de Prusse, et de Sudde ont renouvelé vis-a-vis-
ML le Comte de Palmella leurs.déclarations précédentes.

Sur quoi la Séance a été levée. . A -

Lecture faite du précédent protocole A la Séance de samedi 28 Janrier M. le.
Chevalier de Labrador, Plenipotentiaire de S. M. le Reéi d’Espagne, en sc
référant A des dévéloppemens. ultérietres donnés A son opinion sur le terme
de I'abolition de la traite dans la Séance du 20, a demandé’ d'insérer au pro-
tocole les explications additionnelles dont la teneur suit:— . :

¢ Si les colonics Espagnolles d’ Amérique étoient pour ce qui concerne les
négres dans le méme état que les . colonies Anglaises 8. M. C. ne balanceroit:
pas un seul mnoment 3 prononcer I'abolition immédiate dc 1a traite, mais les
questions de I'abolition ayant été agitées dans le Parlement Anglais depuis
1788 jusqu & 1807, les propriétaires Anglais ont cu tout le temps de faire
des achits extraordinaires d'esclaves, ct en efiet ils les ont fait de fagon que
dans la Jamnaique ol il n'y avoit en 1787, que deux cents cinquante mille
esclaves, il y en avait 3 Pepoque de l'abolition en 1807 quatre cents mille:
Au contraire les propriétaires Espagnols ont éte peudant les derniers vingt
ans privés presqu’ entiérement de se procurer des esclaves, car él'tat de
guerre dans lequel I'Espagne s'cst trouvée engagée avec I'Angleterre pendant
la plupart de cc temns rendoit presqu’ impossibles les expéditions des bati-
meps négriers, et le reste de la mdme époque toute l'attention ct tous les
moycens de la Peninsule et de ses colonies ont été dirigés contre Paggression
du Tyran du Continent. En conséquence de cette position extraordinaire
dans “laquelic L'Espagne s'est trouvée, les propriétaires des colonics Espag-
noles n'ont pas pd renplacer les esclaves que Ia mort a culéyés. ou l'age a
rendu inutiles depuis vingt aus; ils possédent des établissemens ol ils ont”
cmployé des sonines immicnses et qu'ils ontentretenus 3 grands frais, avee
Tespoir de pouvoir un jour se procurer les esclaves néeessaires et I'abolition
immediate de la traite les raineroit pour toujours. Ils ont reclamé la pro-
tection ct Ia justice quc Jeur Souverain leur doit, et Sa Majesté leur a prowmis
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ale permicttre Ta continuation de la traite pendant huit ans, tems fort inféricur
3 celui qu'ils démandoient, ct dont ils avoicnt besoin pour se rembourser des
capitaux employés dans leurs plantations. i quelqu’un peut encore douter:
de la nécessité de cette mesure, il suffiva de lui faire observer, qu’ 3 la’ Ja-
maique il y a dix esclaves pour chaque blane, lec nombre'de ceux-ci n’étant
quc de quarante milles et celui des négres de quatre cent milles, et qu'a I'Isle
de Cuba, le micux fourni d’esclaves de toutes les colonics Espagnoles, ily a
deux cents soixante quatorze mille blancs ct deux cent: douze mille esclaves
-seulcment. ' ' '

Vi et approuvé.

’ INESSELRODE.
STEWART, L. Gen.
CASTLEREAGH.
TALLEYRAND.
A { PALMELLA.
{Signdés) < SALDANHA.-
' LOBO.
' LOWENHIELM.
GOMEZ LABRADOR.
LE BARON DE BINDER.
{HUMBOLDT. ‘

{First Inclosure in No. 45 J)—Translation.

Protocol of the Eitraordinafy Sitting of the -20th of January, appointed
+ . ta deliberate upon the Abolition of the Slave Trade.” :
Present—Lord Castlercagh, Principal Plenipotentiary of IHis Britannic
Majesty. ) '
Lord Stewart, Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty. -

The D'rinec de Talleyrand, Principal Plenipotentiary of Iis Most Chris-

tian Majesty. .-
Spain.

Plenipotentiaries of ITis Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal. -

The Count de Nessclrode, Plcn?potentiary of Ilis Majesty the Emperor of '

all the Russias. o Nt -
The Count de Lowenhiclm, Plenipotentiary: of Ilis Majesty the King of
Sweden. C e

The Baron de I—iumboit; 1‘1cnipotenti.a.ry of Ilis Majesty ‘the King: of :

Prussia. . : A o . o
The Baron de Binder, in room of the Prince de Metternich, Principal
Plenipotentiary of Ilis Majesty the Emperor of Austria.

The Plenipotentiarics of the Powers, who signed the Treaty of Paris, hav-

ing decreed in their general mecting of the 16th of January, and enacted in -

the procds-verbal of this day, that, in order to employ measures for the entire

cessation of the Slave Trade, cach Power should name Oue or more Plenipo-
tentiarics, who should meet in separate conferences, exclusxyc]y appomycd for
this purpose, in order to give an account of the result of their deliberations to -

‘the general assembly ; the first of these Couferences was held yesterday in

ode of the offices of the . Chancery of Court and State Ilis I;'rl’l)_crial.'axxd "

Royal Apostolic Majesty.

Lord Castlercagh opened this Couference by a discourse, .in which he .

stated what England had done for a certain number ‘of -yéars, to prohibit in

The Chevalicr de Labrador, Plenif;otentiary of Ilis Majesty the King ;().f"

The Coﬁ\xt. Paimclla, the Comte (ic Saldanha, the: Chevalier de Lobo, -
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every country subject to her. laws, and to attain by negociations with other
Powers the universal abolition of a commerce incompatible with the princi-
ples ‘of the Christian rehigion, with cvery species of momlitye and with hy-
manity. i ]

He observed that, if proofs were still wanting to convince Europe that Eng-
land had been guided in all these proceedings, enly by the purest and most
disinterested notives, they would be found abundantly in the different com-
munications which hrad taken place upon this subject between the British Go-
vernment and the other maritune Powers, and above all, in the important sa-
crifices which England had made, or proposed to make, to attain the end in
view. llc explained afterwards the reasons which Lad detérmined his Go-
vernment to submit this important question to the deliberations of Congress,
and the measures which Le should endeavour to follow in these deliberations.

After this introduction, Lord Castlereagh read the first additional article of
the Treaty of Peace signed at Paris on the 30th of May 1814, between Great
Britain and France. The article ran in these terms : ¢ His Most Christian
Majesty concurring without reserve in all the scutiments of His Britannic
Majesty respecting a species of commerce, which is repugnant to the natural
principles of justice, and to the enlightened sentiments of the times we live in,,
engages to unite at the ensuing Congréss, His utniost efiorts to these of [is
Britannic Majesty, for inducing all the Powers of Christeadom to pronounce
the abolition of the traffic in slavés, soas that the said traflic should univer-
sally ccase, as it will definitively cease, in all events, on the part of France, at
the expiration of five years;—and that, morcover during the interval, no
trader 1n slaves shall import, ior sell any where, but in the colonies of the
state whereof he 1s a subject.” _ '

Lord Castlereagh observed that this Articic admitted and cxpresscd an’
object comimnon to all the powers, by determining the necessity of labouring
towards an universal abolition of the trade; aud that they all, having recog-
nised the general principle, were equally bound to seek out the means for
putting it in practice, at the earlicst periods compatible with the particular
state of their possessions, o S

In conformity with these bases, Lord Castlercagh announced, that he should

roposc in the first place, a declaration of the Powers assembled, proclaim-
ing their adherence to the general principle of the abolition of the traffic in
slaves, and their desire to earry this mcasure into effect with the least possible -
delay. That he should then proceed to coilect the opinions of the Plenipo-
tentiaries present, on the possibility of an immediate abolition, or'of an
abridgement of the term which cach Power might have fixed on for the dé-
finitive "abolition ; and that he would, lastly, enter on the examination of
the means for attaining immediately a partial abolition of this traffic. -

Before the discussion of these several questions, Lord Castlercagh com-
municated authentic accounts to prove, that the abolition of the traflic ope- .
rating on the one hand, a real and inestimable good, by dclivering the in-
habitants of Africa from a most terrible scourge, was not, on the other hand, -
as had for a long time been believed, contrary to the interests. of the Powers
possessing colonics, or to the interests, well understood, of the proprictors in-
those colonies, since “in all the colonial establishaients, where the im-
portation of negroes is forbidden, their augmentation by natural acd legi-
timate mcans had been ‘more than proportioned to the diminution of the num-
ber caused by the cessation of the traffic; that where fresh lands had not
been laid down to cultivation, the agriculture had not, in an degree,
gone backward, and the "general tranquillity and prosperity of these esta-.
blishments - had essentially -and - considerably improved. These documents
go likewise to establish, that the perils which menace the European colonies
in the West Indies and South Awerica, must sensibly increase, by the in-
cessantly rencwed importation of negroes, and that this single consideration
is suflicient to convince the Powers of Europe, according to the cxpressions
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in one’ of these papers, *“ that in this matter theirmterest is on the same side
with their duty, and that the law of sclf-preservation, no less than that of”-
humanity, prescribes to them, that they should seek timely means of stem-
ming a torrent, which might otherwisc overwhehin them.” o

Following up these prefatory observations, Lord Castlercagh came to his
first .proposition, rclative to a declaration by which the Powers acting in the
name of the Congress, should proclaim ‘their common desire for the univer-
sal abolition of the trailic. '

The Prince de Talleyrand supported this proposition, adding, that accord-
ing to the engagement contracted by France in the Treaty of Peace, he felt -
self calledupon to second the step which Lord Castlereagh had adopted, in order
to the discussion of this subject, and which he entirely approved of. Tle
said that there could be, end that tliere was in fact, but one veice among
the Sovercigns of Euarope, on the necessity, and the duty of putting an
end to so odious a tratlic, more particularly since the principle of abo-
Jition had been openly acknowledged by those even, who, moved by parti-
cular considcrations, conceive themsclves obliged to suspend the entire éxe-
cution of the -same,  The decclaration propesed by Lord Castlereagh, would
produce, according to M. de Talleyrand, the most salutary eficet, by giving
avarning to the subjects of all the powers, and to the-proprictors n cvery
colony, of the scrious intention of their Governments, 1icver to lose sight of
sthe abolition of the traffic, and would thus prevent their giving way to iliusive
ddeas, as to theindelinite duration of -this commeree. '

The Prince dc Talleyrand is mereover persuaded, ‘that such 2 declaration
would be well received by the sound and enlightened part of the public of every
country, and that it would do honour te the Congress. _

M. ic Comte de Nesselrode announced, that Ilis Majesty the Emperor his
amaster, perfectly concurred in the principie of the abolition of the traffic,
and inclined towards every thing which could insure and accelerate the exe-
cution of this measure; that with this view, the Emperor had charged him.
to second in every thing the steps which Liord Castlercagh might judge ne-"

cessary for the- accomplishment of so-noble an object. He ;up,po‘rtcd with-

out reservation the first-proposition of Liord Castlercagh. . .

The Plenipotentiaries of Austria, of Sweden, and of Prussia, expressed
themselves to the same purport. ' . ) )

M. le Chevalier de Labrador, Plenipotentiary of ‘Spain, said, that it was
mot his inteation to vote against the proposition; but that, bearing in view
the situation of several powers with respect to their colonies, 1t appeared to
him indispensable, to ansert in the general declaration a' clause, reserving
to cach Goverzment the liberty of determining the cpoch, when the abolition
.of the traffic in slaves «could be decreed within their possessions, without
sprejudice to interests which were deserving of the greatest consideration.

M. lec Comte de Palinclla, Plenipoteutiary of Portugal, observed, that
sthe necessity of putting an cnd to the traflic in slaves being full{ acknow-
Jedged by 'his Govermnent, he could have no objection to the declaration
pproposed” by Lord Castlercagh, provided it were so cexpressed as not to pre-
gudge the question of the definitive cessation, this being a question on which
cach power. had a right to consult its'own intcrests.. ) )

- *I'he Prince de Talleyrand said, that'the restrictions claimed by the Pleni-
potentiaries of Spain and Portugal woukl doubtless be admitted by all the
other Powers, and that the generai declaration would not thereby be of less,
use; and Lord Castlercagh added to this observation, that it was his wish that
the document in question should be drawn wp 1n such terms, as to cmbrage
‘the opinions of all the Governments, including those who had hitheito
‘been prevented by special considerations from concurring eflicaciously towards
this beneficent mcasure. a L L
" When this discussion had ended, all the Plenipotentiares present agreeing:

' in the 'proposition of ‘Lord Castlereagh, the Clerk of the. Conferences was -
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-and humanity, to which the Prince de Talleyrand hac

%0
dirccted to draw up a project of a declaration in conformity with the basis
agreed upon, and to present-the same at the ensuing Sn.ctmg. .
Lord. Castlereagh then "proceeded to the question of the term to be fixed
upon for the complete’ cessation of the traffic in slaves ; ‘and he dc;clarcd that
his priuciples, lis duty, ‘and the wishes of  his Government and of the
British nation, urged hiin to open this discussion by a renewed attempt toobtain

.the detcrmination- of* all the Powers for the immediate abolition of a com-

merce which the whole World looked upon at length as immoral,” inhuman,
and in the end dangerous cven to the preservation of the colonies. e jno
vited the Prince de Talleyrand to support him in this attempt, and observed,
that the motives which France might have had for opposing an immediate abo-

dition, ‘at the time of the signature of the Treaty of Paris, had ccased to exist,

or had lost a great portion of their weight; that the term of five years being
once stipulated for by treaty, the’ French* Government could not now be
charged with having been ld by foreign influence, and might, without com-
promising its dignity, render full satisfaction to those lprinmples of justice

Just paid howage ;
that moreover, the state of the French Colonies which had been restored upon
the peace, and the difficulty of recovering possession of the island of St. Do-

mingo, must diminish the object France had to keep up the ancient colonial

o

system; that it appeared besides, that the prejudices which subsisted in Fuanee

.against the suppression of this commerce were beginning gradually to sub- -

side, and were daily lessening from the information diffused abroad; that

.these. united | considerations “would not. permit him to renounce a hope that

this Power would join England for prohibiting heuceforward the importa-
tion of negrocs into her colonies. - ' . - :
The Prince de Talleyrand answered, that France was quite decided upon
the principle of the abolition of the traffic; that she would scrupulously
fulfil the engagement contracted by the Treaty of Paris; that the Govern-
ment would take care to prepare every thing, so that no obstacle should oc-
cur to the execution of the measure at the stipulated period, and that they .
would'endeavour, even from this time forward, to discourage the .sub-
Jects of France from ‘the trade in negroes, by the course’they should follow,
and by the regulations they should adopt in this respeet, but that there ap-
peared insurmountable obstacles to adopting an immediate abolition. .
After rencwed entreaties on .the part of Lord Castlereagh, the Prince de
Talleyrand ended by declaring that France would bind hersalf to the absolute
abolition at the period agreed upon, and to the effectual discouragement of
the traffic during the interval, but that for the moment she could go no:
further, o o
Lord Castlereagh then entered iuto explanations with- the Prince de Talley-
rand, oa the possibility of abridging the period of the dcfinitive abolition

‘of the traffic, and alledged various arguments for engaging France to sub-

stitute at least the term of three yeats, for the duration of the traftic, instead
of the five stipulated in the Treaty of Paris. - .
The Prince de Talleyrand answered, that this question 'had relation to
{mrticular circumstances, which-could not be calculated with precision before-
and ; that it was connceted particularly with the eficct which might be
produced by the ‘measures of the French Government, for: discouraging its .
subjects from the traflic; that if this cffect should be such as that the persons
interested in the commerce should Le disposed to abandon’ the same
sooner, the Government would have no objection to aduiit, or to propose
an cpoch nearer to the present for the final abolition; that without being
able to lend herself at this preseint moment to a positive engageinent upon
this Article, France was decided on doing every thing to shorten the period
for the entire ccssation of this traffic. o o :
Lord Castlereagh then addressed himsclf to the Chevalier Labrador, to
learn whether there was reasou to hope that Spain would decide on an,imme-
diate abolition cof the traffic, ar on lixing at least'a modcrated periad for ths
mceasure, :
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M. le Chevalicr..de- Labrador answered, that Tlis Majesty ‘the King of’

Spain baving engaged Iimself with Great Britain to take into counsideration -
‘the means of conciliating Ilis desire for the abolition of the traffic, with the
duties unl)oscd upon Him for the preservation of Ilis possessioiis in America,
e considered Iimsclf always bound by this engagement’; that nevertheless
ths King- having consulted upon, this subject the proprictors in several
~ polonics, and particularly those in the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, was
convinced of the impossibility: of adopting the measure of an immediate
abolition, or cven of lixing upon too carly a period for causing the impor- -
tatien of Negrocs into thosc islands to cease; that according to the result of
all the steps ‘hitherto taken, it would be very difficult to engage for the dcfi-
nitive abolition at an earlicr period than cight ycars ; that, in vespect to him-
self, he was not authorised to go farther, but that on the other side the

Spanish Goverament had engaged, not in any case, to permit Spanish vessels -

to cirry ou the trade in Negroes for foreign colonics, nor lend their flag
for cxpeditions contrary to the laws of other Powers. T

\

-Lord Castlereagh replied to this. declaration; he said, that, although far
from. corresponding .to his wishes, it contained at_least the assurance, that-
Spain would fix a period for the definitive abolition of the traffic in Negroes.
He reserved to himself the employihent. of all means of negociation for en-,

gaging Spain to reéduce this period, and for disposing her to enter.anew, upon
explanations with her colontes: he ‘appealed at the' same time to the Pleni-
potentiaries of the other Powers for muking common cause with England in
}xer negociations. . . s : ' S
M. le Comte de Nesselrode, Plenipotentiary of Russia, took up the-oon-

_wérsation to second this, proposition, and to engage all the Plenipotentiaries

present to_ unite their cfforts,.in order to obtain from the Plenipotentiary of
.Spain a declaration more in conformity with their common desire.

M. le Chevalier de Labrador ebserved, that such-a step would be uscless,
since he could 'not go beyond his instructions, and the aflair in question was
onc.on which the King his master could not foliow, unreservedly” the
impulse of Iis own feclings ; but, nevertheless, that he would not rcf{se to

acquaint His Court -with the dispositions and wishes of the other Powers n

this respect. . . » . S , _
Lord Castlereagh, dgain addressing himsclf to M. de Labrador, discussed
the question on various grounds, He :particular‘]{ observed thut the union
«of the Powers for suchan honourable object, would give to those Sovereigns
avho posscssed colonies, the most persuasive'arguments to. prevail upon their
subjects to abandon the trade, and to dispesc the inhabitants of the colonies
1o submit to a system more conformable to_ the welfare of huanity, and at
the same time more favourable to their own real and permanent interests,
;\‘han that of the renewing their population by successive importations of
Jegroes.: e v o
"The Prince de Talleyrand ‘warmly supported this reasoning. He observed
it was doubtless an advantage for the Igowcrs who possessed colonies, that
all the other Powers should’ bear, in the eyes of the' colonial proprietors, a
share of the odium which in their way, or according to their prejudices, of

wiewing the subject, would fall on’ the _proi)osed measure of abolition. " Ile .
aration which had been agreed -

added, that in his opinion, the solemu dec ;
upon, would not fail to. present to the colondal .PO\VCl'ﬁ,'(.‘ﬂ.C(‘.tl_l.al means fqr
restricting the’ duration of the trade, in manifesting theirintentions on this
subjectin an irrevocable manner. - o0 .

Lord Castlpreagh then declared, that having exhausted cvery argument
which could induce the Spanish ‘Governinent. cither to abolish imnmediately
the trade, or to hasten, at least, the period that it appared to have fixed for.
.that mecasure, he could only urge Lis. preposition that the other Powers
.should lend their assistance to this cffort, and he invited the Plenipotentiaries,
.then present, to second his undertakings.. R ‘

3

+  Upon that, the Count de Nesselrode begged the blxé\'z'\liér de’ Labrador 0.
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as during their voyage; that, finally, it was notoripus that the

7
acquaint lis Court of the wish expressed by the Plenipotentiaries of His B
tannic Majesty, and concurred in by Ilis Majesty the Emperor his master,
that the period fixed upon by Iis- Majesty the King of Spam, for the aboli-
tion of the Slave Trade in His states, should be shortened as much as possible,
and, at all cvents, sufliciently so to coincide with that period which France
had admitted in the Treaty of Paris.

" The Prince de Talleyrand cugaged to employ cvery effort in bis power to
the same effect.

The Bron de Binder, in the name of the Prince de "Metternich, in de-
<claring that the wish of Ilis Majesty the Emperor his Master, perfectly
accorded with that of the British Government, united his solicitations to
those of Lord Castlercagh and the Count de Nessclrode. Ile added, that

‘they had much greater hopes of cffecting it in conjunction with Spain,

inasmuch as France had just engaged, in so unequivocal a mauner, to afford
cvery means of which shc was possessed for the most speedy accomplishinent

“of this great objeet.

The Baron de ITumbolt, the Prussian Plenipotentiary, concurred in the

same sentiments, and declared that I1is Majesty the King his Master, would
contribute most willingly, and to the utmost of his power in accclerating
the final abolition of the trade. He observed, that they might hope
that cven the incquality of the periods adopted by the different Powers who
possessed colonics, some having engaged to abolish it in five ycars, others
requiring cight for that purpose, would . offer an inducement for them all
tp determine upon restricting the duration of this commerce.

The Count de Lowenheilm, the Swedish Plenipotentiary, declared that he
had similar instructions from his Government, and joined the other Plenipo-
tentiaries in demanding the abolition with the least possible delay.

The question relative to Spain being thus terminated, Lord Castlercagh ad-
dressed the Plenipotentiaries of Portugal, to learn what were the intentions of -
the Portuguese Government on the same subject. . - o .

The Count de Palmella replied, that His Itoyal Highness the Prince Re-
gent of Portugal had adhered, for a length of time, to the principle of the

abolition of the trade; that he had formally declared it, in a Treaty con-

~cluded in 1810, with the British Government ; and that since that cpoch He

had taken more than one measure, as well to restrict this species of commerce,

‘as to dissuade His subjects from it; that' the Portugucsc Government was,

however, peculiarly situated with regard to this delicate subject ; that the Bra-
zils was a large country, which had not within itself near the quantity of hands -
which were suflicient for its cultivation ; that it ‘would experience an incal-
culable evil from an over hasty change of its regime, and from the sudden
interruption to the importation of slaves; that a.similar measure would be
cqually injurious to the Portugucse establishments on tlie coast of Africa,
as it must require a certain number of years to work an entire change in the
anterior . systemn of those colonics; that, besides, the Portuguese who tran-
ported slaves, from their colontes on the ccoast of . Afiica to their American
colonics, had mecans which other Nations did not possess of ameliorating the
condition ‘of thosc slaves, as much prior to the period of their departure

; {aws of
the interior police relative to slaves, [ad always been extremely humane in
the Brazils; that all those considerations ought to be maturely weighed, and
would probably be deemed suthicient to Justify, in favour of Portugal, an ex~

_ecption to the general rule; that under all these circmnstances it would not

be just to reproach the Portuguese Government if it proceeded in - thiis
‘affair gradually and with circumnspection. Ile stated that England herself
‘had allowed a very long time to clapse between the first propositions for_the .
abolition of thie trade and the final execution of that measure, L
. The Count de Palmella concluded by declaring, that Portugal could not’

decide upon the immediate abolition of the trade, but that he hoped to, be -
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able to put an end to it, at the expiration of cight years, and in the interva
to adopt any modifications which -circumstances might point out. '
Lord Castlereagh obscrved, that the real interest of the Brazils was eer-
*tainly 1ot to oppose the -abolition of the trade, and that His Iloyal High-
mness the Prince Regent of Portugal was Himself aware of this truth, in

acknowledging, by the 10th articlc of the Treaty of Rio Janciro of the 19th

~wof February, 1810, ¢ the-great disadvantages which arise from the neeessity -

.of introducing and continually renewing a foreign and factitious population,
jor the purpose of labour and industry witlin His South-American do-
:minions.” z . : SRR
With regard to the establishments upon the coastof Africa, Lord Castlereagh
“4vas of opinion that they werenot deserving of much consideration in the dis-
cussion; thcse establishments being dependent upon the inhumizn system
of the Slave Trade -alone, it was mnatural that they should fall with that
system.—As to the period of cight years, which Portugal scemed to appoint
dor the definitive abolition, Lord-Castlercagh declared, that, after the above-
‘ancntioned article of the Treaty of 1810, by which IHis Royal IHighness
- the Prince Regent of Portugal had ‘engaged “ to‘take the most clicctual
«¢ measures for gradually abolishing the:Slave Trade throughout the whole
¢ extent of “His possessions,”—England could not have expected, that, five
_¥cars later, the fulfilment of:this promisc should not be sufiiciently advanced
10 enable the Portuguese Government to-dispense with a fresh delay so con-
siderable as that which it seemed to have in view. ' A
Count de Palmella Teplied, thet as te the settlements on the -coast of
Africa, it-was precisely with intent to prevént their being entirely ruined by
the abolition of the-Slave Trade, as Lord Castlereagh had announced, tliat
. Portugal -required time to -enable her to-change the agricultural and com-
.anercial system of those settlements; andsthat, in reference to the cagage-
ments contained in the 10th article of the Treaty of 1810, Purtugal had al-
ready taken effectual measures for exccuting thei, by considerably diminish-
‘ing the advantages derived by the slave-merchants and owners of slave ships
from this trafiic; that the gradual abolition, stipulated by the said article, was
only mentioned there in a vague and general way, without specifying, in any
manner, the ‘ultimateperiod; that, nevertheless, 1is Royal IHighness the
Prince Regent, faithful to, the principles which Ie had once adopted, would
not refuse to adopt the term of eight years for the final cessation of the
+ 1oy that, however, the question being closely connccted with the com-

nrial. system of Portugal, aud the ablition of the trade having the necessary -

consequence of altering - that system, ‘the ulterior measures to be taken on
this subject, must dcpend on the issue of the commercial discussions set.on foot
between the Govornments of Portugal and -of Great Britain.:
~ After this explanation Lord Castlereagh requested the Plenipotentiaries
.assisting at the conference to make to the Pienipotentiary of Portugal the
same proposals, accompanicd by the same entreaties ‘that had been addressed.
to the Plenipotentiary of Spain; and the Plenipotentiaries of Russia, of
France, of Austria, of Prussia, and of Swoden, repeated to the Count de.
Palmella their preceding declarations.
I'he conference was then adjourned. ) : _
On the above protocole being read in the-conference of Saturday, January

28, the Chevalier de Labrador, Plenipotentiary of His Mujesty the Kiug of -

Spain, referving to the construction which liad been subsequently put upon:
his opinien respecting the period’ of ‘the abolition of this trade, in the conu-

ference of the 20th,. requested to bave inscr ted in the protocole, some. further

.expanations ‘to the following purperts— . ., . , S

¢« Were the -Spanish.colonics in Americas with regard to the negrovs, In
the samne situation as the Englih colonics, His ‘Catholic " Majesty would not
hesitate a moment to declare the immediate abolition of the trade; but the’
wuestion concerning the abolition laving beeiagitated in the English Perlia-
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“tienne.
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wment from 1788 to 1807, the Eng]iéh planters had ample time allowed

‘them to make additional purchases of slaves, .and this they had done to such

an extent, that in Jamaica, where in 1787 there. were only two hundred and
ﬁfhy thousand slaves, there were, at the epoch of ‘the abolx.tlon, n 1607, four
hundred thousand: whercas the Spanish planters have, during the last't_wen!;y
years, ‘been almost entirely prevented from J)rocm:mg slaves; the warfare in
which Spain: has been engaged with England, d_unng the greater part of that
time, haing rendered the voyages of slave ships nearly impracticable, and
during the remainder of that period.all the attention and all the means of the
Peninsula and of its colonies, having been dlr.ectqd against the aggression of the
tyrant of the Continent. In consequence of this extraordinary situation, in
which Spain was placed, the planters. of thc Spanish coloples bave found it
impossible to replace the slaves whom either death has carried off, or age has
rendered usecless, for twenty years past; they have scttlements whcrc. they
have laid out immense sums, and which they have kept up at.a great'expernce,

. . . ) A 1 i \ N
-In the hope of being able, one day, to procure the. requisite slaves, and an

immediate abolition would ruin them for ever. Thév. have cl:mimcd. the pro-
tection and Justice which their Sovereign owes theth, an.d Iis Majcsty has
promised them to allow the continuance of the trade for cight years ;. a term
far short of that-which they demanded and wanted for. clearing the capitals
employed in their plantations. Should any one still entcrtain doubts about
the necessity of this measure, it will be sufficicnt to dircct his attention to the
fact, that in Jamaica there are ten s,lavqs for every white person, whose nem-
ber amounts- only to forty thousand, while that of the negroes is eoinputed at
tour hundred thousand, and that in the Isle of Cuba, which of all the.Spanish

‘colonies is best provided with slaves, there are two hundred and sceventy two -

thousand whites, and only two hundred and tivelve thousand slaves.

Seen and approved.

[NESSELRODE. .
'STEWART, L. Gen,
CASTLEREAGH.
| TALLEYRAND.
| PALMELLA.

{Signcd) < SALDANHA.

' | LoBo. |
| LOWENHIELM.
GOMEZ LABRADOR.
'} LE BARON DE BINDER.
| HUMBOLDT.

{(Second Inclosure in No. 45.)

Protocole de 1a sccond confénence particulidre rélative A I'Abolition de la
, Traite des Negres, le samedi, 28 Janvier, 1815. ‘

~ Presentes—Lord Castlereagh, = Preiier Pkénipotentiaire de S. M. Bri-

tannique. , . :
Lord Stewart, Plénipotentiaire de S: M. Britannique. .
M. le Prince de Talleyrand; Premier Plénipotiaire de S. M. Trés Chré-

M. le Comte de Palmella, M. le Comte dc Saldanha, M. le Chevalier; de
Lobo, Plénipotentiaires de S, A, R. le.Prince Régent de Portugal.

M. le Chevalier de Labrador, Plénipotentiaire de'S. M. le Roi d"Espagne..
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- M. le Comte de Nesselrode, Plénipotentiaire. de. S.. M. I'Empereur de
gtoutes les Russies.

‘M. le Comte de Lowenhjelm, Plenipotentiaire de S. M, le Roi de Sugde.

M. le Baron de Humboldt, . Plenipotentiaire de S. M. le Roi de Prusse.

M. le Prince de Metternich, Premier Plénipotentiaire de S, M. 'Empe-
teur d’Autriche.

M. ]Je Baron de Binder.

Il a été fait lecture du procés verbal de la séance précédente, lequel.y
compris l'article additionel inséré sur la demande de M. le Plénipoter.tiairg
d'Est'agnc, a éte approuvé et signé. _ T

M. le Prince de Metternicli, Premicr Plénipotentiaire de S. M. 'Empe-
reur d'Autriche, n’ayent pas pu 8tre-présent en personne A la premidre conte-
rence a confirmé tout ce que M. le Baron de Binder y auroit dit, et déclae
son adhésion aux différentes résolutions qui y ont été p)’ises. Il a désire
qu'il en fut fait mention expresse au protocole.

“Ou’a lu ensuite "le projet de déclaration rédigé & la suite de la premiére:
séance, et en est convenu que-ce projet seroit. mis en circulation, et discuté
dans unc séance prochaine.

Lord-Castlereagh reprenant le filde la délibération, a observé, que, puisque
le. résultat de la premidre conférence ne permettoit pas d'esperer la cessation
géndrale ct immédiate de la Traite des Nogres, il croyoit au moins néces-
saire de s'occuper sans delai de P'abolition particlle de ce commerce, et den
assurct surtout le bienfait & cette partic dc I'Afrique, que, graces aux mesures
du gouvernement Anglois, se trouvoit aujourd’hui presqu’ enti¢rement dé-
livré du fledu de la traite. Il a dit, que I'Angleterre, s'étant trouvée en pos-
sgssion pendant le derniére guerre de tous les établissemens Européens sur les
cbtes de.I'Afrique au nord dela Ligne, 3 I'exception de ceux de -Portugal,
ayoit eu lg tewns. de mettre 3 profit le'bien que Ia cessation scule de la traite:

a fait A ce pays, pour leur préparer une existence plus heureuse ; que les me-

sures adoptées A cet effet n'dvoient pas été infructucnses, que sur plusicurs.
points de ces cotes I'économic intérieure, la culture et lindustrie, 3 en jugee
d'aprés Paugmentation du commerce en marchandiscs indigénes, paroissoient,
avoir fait des progrés sensibles, et que Ia valcur annueile de lears productions.
exportées, ne montant avant I'époque de I'abolition qu'd environ 80,000l st.
avoit excédé cn dernicr lica la somme de 1,000,000l st. Lord Castleréagh
a ajouté qu'il scroit infiniment & désirer, que ce germe d'amélioration ne fut
pas étouflé dans sa naissance par la réintroduction de” tous les désordres, " et
de tous les malheurs inséparables du conmymerce des négres ;- et que ces pays,
aprés avoir gouté les premiers avantagds d'un meilleur ordre de choses, ne.
fussent pas livrés de nouveau aux calamités ct aux dévastations de la traite.

S'adressant enfin 3 M. le Prince’ de'Talleyrand, Lord Castlereagh a renda
‘hommage -aux dispositions bienveillantes et salutaires par lesquelles S. M. le
Roi de France et Ses Ministres, en restreignant la sphere du commerce 'des
négres sur les cotes d'Afrique au nord de la Ligne, avoicnt essenticllement
concouru au soulagement actucl et 3 la prospérité future dé cette partié de
Y Afrique.

M. le Prince de Talleyrand a vépondu par la déclaration suivante:—

S. M. Trés Chrétienne ne S'est point bornée a ‘préparer. I'exécution du
Traité de Paris par une.déclaration spéciale et antérieurc & ce traité, par la-
quelle clle S'étoit engagée A décourager les tentations que Ses sujets pouvoient
faire pour renouveller la traite des noirs &ur toute i'ctendue des cotes
d'Afrique comprise_cntre le Cap Blane, et le Cap des Palmes. Dés qu'il a

été reconun que Von pouvoit se dispenser de la faire sur ces cotes, S. M. le Rot

de France, ai Yicn de décourager simplement les tentations de Ses sujets, leur
a positivement défendu d'en faire coutume sous peine da confiscations des ba-
timens que scroient trouvés avoir contrevenus A.Ses ordres. -Entfin l¢ Roi de
France, ayant cru que dés-h-préseat la traite pourioit étre plus restreiute en-
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core, a étendula rigucur de la prohibition 3 cent licues environ au dela du

~Cap des Palmes..

+ Lord Castlereagh, aprés avoir exprimné de nouveau la satisfaction Gue ces
mesures du Gouvernement Frangais feroient éprouver a tous les amis de Phy.
manité, a dit, qu'il y ‘aveit cependant deux observations qu'il ne pouvoit, pas
s'empéclier de présenter & M. le Prince.de Talleyrand. . Premiérement, qué
-d'aprés unc communication faite par le Ministre de France le 8 du nois
d'Octobre, 1814, la prohibition de la traite devoit s'étendre Jjusqu'au Cap
Formose, par conséquent beaucoup plus loin que M. le Prince de Talley-
rand venoit de I'annoncer. Lord Castlercagh a dit que la différence étoit
d'autant plus intéressante qu'en bornant cette mesure & cent licues au dely
du Cap ('{cs Palmes, non seulement toute e céte méridionale de la Guinée,
objet purticulier des sollicitudes “de 'Angleterre, scroit meoacée de houveay.
des ravages de la traite, mais les partics méme de Pintéricur de IAfrique
qu'on en avoit cru déliveés par la -cessation de ee corimerce sur lcs cdtes oc.
¢identales, s’y ‘trouvcroient de nouvean exposées par Jles débouchés, que la
cote méridionale offriroit aux vendeurs d'esclaves. Llautre observation’ de
Lord Castlercagh a été qu'il scroit digne des principes sages et humains ma-
nifestés déjd A4 cct égard par S. M. le'Roi'de France; de défendre Qes-}-pré-
sent la traite 3 Ses sujets sur toutes les .cétes au nord-de I'Equateur, ‘et de
rassurer par 1 la grand moitié de I'Afrique contre le retour de ses ancionnes
calamites.

M: Ie Prince-de Talleyrand a répliqué, que, quant i Hobicet de Ta premidre
observation, 1l en counsulteroit avee le Ministre’de la Marine de France; ‘et
quant & la scconde il .ne manqueroit pas de la soumettred son Gouv rhiement,

Lord Castlercagh ayaut dit dans le cours de ees explications, gue I'aboli-
tion de Ja traite sur toutes les cotes au Ngrd de PEquateur, Hoit surtout dée
sirable, comme fournissant lcs moyens les plus simples et les plus surs pour
mettre un terme & tout trafic itlegal et frauduleux, et pour exercer la ‘police-
«contre les batimens qui sc préteroient ¥ un pareil trafie, M. le Prince Talu
leyrand a prié Lord Casilercagh de diterminer le sens de cette dorniére exs
pression. Lord Castlercagh a répondu, qui'il entendoit par cette police cclle
que tout Gouvernement excergoit en vertu:de .sa propre.souveraineté ou de.ses
traités particuliers avee d'autres puissances. o

M. l¢ Prinee de Talleyrand et M. le Comte Palmella ont dit, qiils w'ad-
mittoient cu-fait de police maritime que celle que chaque puissance exerce
sur.ses propres-batimens. -Sadressantensuite 3 M. le Chevalier de thl'ador,
Lord Castlercagh s'est expliqué sur Pintention de 8. M. le Roi d'Espagne de
défendre ds & présent & Ses sujéts le cominerce des noirs sur tontes les parties
des cotes d’Afiique, excepté eelles qui sont comprises entre IEquatcur et le
10°'dégré de latitude septentrionale ; intention dont M. de Labrador Tui avoit
.donné connoissance.. .il a réprésenté & M. de Plenipotentiaire d'Espagne, qu”
-une mesure pareille scroit non sculenient-de peu d'utilité, mais dircotement:
opposée au but auquel on visoit et i celti ménie que l'on devoit attribudr,. ¥
-S. M. le Roi d'Lispagne, attendu que cette pariie des cétes QAfrique qu’ elle’
excluroit des bienfaits de Tabolition ¢tgit precisément ceile qui e avoit joui

usqu’ -4 présent-par les Lois et les soins du Gpvernemicut Lritanuique, -celle’

ol l'amdiloration du systéine social avoit fuit des prazros réels A la suite de
Fabolition de I traite, et i laquelle on pouyoit espérer de coutinuer cos avane.
tages, par les réglemens que d’antres Gouverneniens avoient {aits -ou -(tolenst
4 la veille de faire, pour y cmptcher le retour de ce-commerce,

Lord Castlercagh a fuit lecture de la note qu'il avoit adressée 3 M. le Pleni-
potentiaire d’Espagne le 27 de Decowbre, <1814 etil a prié M. de Labrador
de demander des .éc!aircilsscmcns 3 sa cour surle mesure projetée, et de I'ene

ager & concourir immédiatement & Pabolition pure.ct sinpic sue es le
565'8 au nord de la'ligne. , 7 pie sar towtes les
- M. le Chevalier Labrador a dit qu'il ne contestait pas les obscrvations de
Lord Castlercagi ; que sans dtre suffisamment instruit pour rendre éom.ptc’de
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ce qui pouvoit avoir donné licu & la restriction en question il eroyoit pouvoir

.assurer que son GGouvernement, en proposant cctte.mesiire, avoit voulu faire:

une chose agréable au Gouvernemenent Britannique, qu'il pouvoit y avoir en

squelque malentendu de part ou d'autre, dans les explications Ministerielles &
' glddrid, ct qu'ayant déji informé sa cour des observations contenues dans la
mnote de Lord Castlercagh, il esperoit d'obtenir des_éclaircisscmens ultéricurs
sur cct objet. Lord Castlereagh, en invitant alors M. M. les Plenipoteatiaires
«de Portugal X s'expliquer sur la question, a dit qu'il leur adressoit cette invitas

tion avee unc satisfaction particuliere, aprés Iarrangement qui venoit d'avoir

licu A cet égard.entre le Portugal et 'Angleterre. ,

- M.le Comte Palmella a declaré, que’le Portugal avoit en cffet signé un
Traité avee I'Angléterre, moyennant laquelle il s'engageoint A abolir immé-
diatement la ‘L'raite sur toutes les cotes de P'Afrique au Nord de PEquateur,
-Convention qui wexigeoit plus que la Ratification formeile des deux Gouverne-

~mens sans dépendre d'aucunce autré condition préalable. '
‘La discussion de cette question sc trouvant ainsi terminée, Lord Castlereagh
a annoncé, qué pour donner suite aux délibérations entamées ici sur les moycus
d'arriver le plutét possible 3 Iabolition géuérale et définitive de la Traite, il
proposcroit dans le séance prochaine une mesure tendante & concilier les vocus
de Thumanité avee Ios égards dus aux intéréts et aux droits des puissances
indépendantes. H a ajouté, que sa proposition auroit pour but d'établir &

" Loundres et & Paris des Conférences Ministérielles ct des communications per-'

.manentes, consacrées i cet objet.’

" Plusieurs de M.DM. les Plénipotentiaires présens ont fait des observations.

préalables sur ce projet ; mais on en a ajourné la discussion & la prochaine
Kéauce ; et celle danjourdhul a été levée.: '

¥4 et approuvé
(METTERNICIL
LOBO.
SALDANTIA.
PALMELLA.
TALLEYRAND.
. CASTLEREAGH.
(Signés) 3 WELLINGTON.
STEWART.
GOMEZ LABRADOR.
LOWENHIELM.
IHUMBOLDT. -
| NESSELRODE.
Gextz, Rédacteur du Protocole:

-(Second Inclosure in" No. 45.)—Translation.

“Protocol ‘of the second special Conference relative to the abolition-of the
Slave Trade.~Saturday 28th of January, 1815.

Present, Lord Castlereagh, First Plenipotentiary of Ilis B.rit_a'nnic Majesty.-

" Lord Stewart, Plenipotentiary of Ilis Britannic Majesty. .
Prince de Talleyrand, First Plenipotentiary of Iis Most Christicn Majesty.,
"The Chevalier de’ Labrador, Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of

Spain. : , A . L e
Count Palmella; Count Saldanha, the Chevalier de'Lobo, Plenipotentiaries
of Ilis Royal 1lighness the Piince Regent of Portugal.,
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Count Néssélrodc, Pl'enipotcniiary of 'His Mﬁjcsty’the Emperor of all the
Russias. - T ' ' ‘
Count Lowenhielm, Pleripotentiary of His Majesty the King of Sweden.
‘Prince Metternich, First Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of

" Austria.

Baron Humboldt, Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of Prussia,

Read Minutes (procds verbal) of the. preceding Sittings, which, together
with the additional article inserted at. the desire of the Spanish Plenipoten-
tiary, were signed and approved.. * . L o

Prince Metternich, First Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of
Austria, not having been able to be present at the first Conference, confirmed.
cvery thing that was said by Baron de Binder, and deelared his assent to the.
several ‘resolutions therein passed. He desired that special mention thercof

~ should be made in the Protocol.

The projét of the Declaration dfawn up at the closé of the first Sittings was
read, and it was-agreed that it should be put in circulation and discussed at
an appreaching Sitting. : o ) _ .

Lord Castlereagh, resuming the thread of his deliberations, observed, that
as the resultof the first conference did not afford a hope of the general and
immediate termination of the Slave Trade, he thought it at least necessary to
take steps for the partial abolition of that traffic without delay, and es ccially
to secure that blessing to that portion of Africa which found itsclf at this mo--
ment, (thanks to the measures of the British Government,) -almost entirely
Iiberated irom its scourge.

"~ Te said, that LEngland being in possecssion, during the last war, of all the

European establishments on the coast of Africa, north of the Line, with the
exception.of those of Portugal, had had time to take advantage of the good
which the maere cessation of the trade had ‘produced to that country, hy
preparing for them a more happy existence ; that the measures.adopted for
that purpose had not been fruitiess; that in many parts of those coasts, in-
terior economy, cultivation, .and mdustry, appeared to have made scisible
progress, if one can judge froin the increase of indigenous merchandize ; and
that the value of their produce exported annually, which only amounted,
before the period of the abolition, to about cighty thousand pounds sterling,
had latterly exeeeded one million, Lord Castlercagh added, that it was greatly
to be wished that this'germ of amelioration should not be stifled in its birth,
by introducing anew all the disorder and all the miserics inseparable from
the conmerce in Negroes, -and that these countrics, after having tasted the
first fruits of a better ofder of things, ought not to be given up again to the
<¢alamities and the devastations of that traflic, '

Then addressing himself to Prince Talleyrand, Lord Castlereagh acknow-
ledged the benevolent and salutary dispositions of Ilis. Majesty. the King
of France, and his Ministers, in restricting the limits of the Negro trade on
the coast of Afiica to the north of the Line, which had essentially conduced
to the present relief and to the future proxperity of thiat portion of Africa.

Prince Tullevrand replied in the tollowing mauner:

Ilis Most Christian’ Majesty did not confine Himself to prepare for the
exceution of the Treaty of Paris by a special and anterior dccli)ai'atim), by
which He engaged to direourage the attewmpts that His subjects might make
to renew the trade in Slaves, aloug the whole coast, of “Africa which lays
between Cape Blune and Cape Palina. »

As soon as it was ascertained that the trade could be dispensed with on
those coasts, His Majesty the King of France, instcad of simply discouraging
the attempts of Iis subjects, positively forbid the commerce, under penalty
of confiscating the vessels employed in disobedience of His orders. In short;
the King of France, believing. that still further restraints might be put upon
the ‘trade immediately, has extended the rigour of the' prohibition to about,
one hyndred leagues beyond Capc Palma.

- Lord Castlereagh, atter baving - again expressed the satisfaction -that all
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f_;-xends of himanity must’experience from ‘these measures. of - the: Frenca
‘Government, said, that there were iowever two observations which he must’
beg leave to make to Prince Talleyrand: first, that according to.a com-
munication made by the Minister of France on the 8th of Octcber 1814,
the prohibition of the trade was to extend as far as Cape Formosa, conise~.
quently much farther - than Prince Talleyrand had -just mentioned. Lord.
‘Castlereagh said that the difference was the more interesting, because, by
fixing the restriction ‘to -one hundred leagues beyond Cape Palina, not only
the whole southern coast of ‘Guinea, a particular object of British solicitude,
would be threatened again with the ravages of the trade, but the very‘nar.ts
of the interior of Africa which were considered to'be frced from it by the
- ¢essation of the traffic on the western coasts, would find themselves again
exposed to it, by the opening which the southern coast would offer to the
dealers in slaves. - The other observation of Lord Castlereagh was, that it
would be worthy of the wise and humane principles which, His Majesty the
King of France has ‘manifested on this head, to forbid immediately His sub-
jects from carrying on the traffic on any of the coasts north of the Equator,
and thereby to'sccure the larger portion of Afiica from the recurrence of its’
former calamities.

‘Prince Talleyrand replicd, that as to the object of the first ‘obscrvation, he.
would consult with the Minister of the Marine of France upon it. “That for
the sccond, he would not fail to submit it to his Government.

~ Lord Castlereagh having said in the course of these explanations that the
abolition of the trade on all the coasts to the north of the Equator was espect-
dily desirable,:as furnishing the most sure and simple means of putting ‘an
end to all fraudulent and illegal traflic, and for exercising regulations of
police on vessels engaged in such trafiic, Prince Taileyrand requested Lord
Castlercagh to. determine the meaning of this last expression. Lord Castle-
reagh’ answered, that he mncant by regulations of police, that which every.
Government excreiged in right of its owii Soverciguty; or of particalar tréaties
with other Powers.. o .

Prince Talleyrand and Cownt Palmella said that in point of fact they could
admit no other maritline police than that which every Power exercised over
its own vessals... ' . ‘ _

Lovd Castlercagh thon, addressing the Chevalier de Labrador, entered-into
explangtions respeeting ithe intention of His Majesty the King of Spaiu, to.
forbid immediately Ilis subjeuts from trading in Slaves upon any part of the
coast of Africa, excepting :such as lay between the Equator and the 10th
degree of north latitude; of which intention M. de Labrador had apprized
bim. He represented to the Spanish. P.Lcnipotcntiary, that such a mcasure
would be not only of little service, but directly coutrary to the object in
view, and even to what Iis Majesty the King of ‘Spain was supposed to aiin
at, since that part of the coast of Africa which would thereby be excluded
fromn the advantages of the abolition, was precisely thespot which had hitherto
rcaped the benefit of that blessing, under the laws and. fostering care of
Great Britain, where theamelioration” of the sociak ‘system had made real

rogress in causcquence of the abolition of the trade, and where it might.be
1oped thut these advantages would be continucd in. consequence- of the
regulations which other Goverinnents had made ‘or were on the point of
making, to prevent the resumption of -the Slave Trade. _

Lord Castlercagh read a noe which he had written to the Spamish Pleni-
potentiary on the o7th December, 1514, and hie requested M, de Labrador
to ask explanations from his Court upon the proposed edsure, and to‘induce
the Government of Spain to concur tarthwith, in the pure and simple abce
lition along the-whole coast to the north of the Line, ~ -,

M..de Labrador said, that he did not dispute the observations ‘of. Lord
Castlereagh; that without being suflicientl instructed to ive an”account of
what might havé. produced the restriction 1 guistion, he thonglit-he might
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declare that his' Government, in proposing this measure, wished to do what
was agrecable to the British Government ; that there x.night have been some
misunderstanding on one side or the other in the ministerial explanations at
Madrid, and that having already informed his Court of the observations
contained in the note of Lord Castlercagh, he was in" hopes of ob“caining'
further information upon the subject. Lord Castlereagh then inviting the
Plenipotentiarics of Portugal to explain themselves upon the question, said,
that he made this request with particular satisfaction after the arrangément
which had just taken place on.that point, between Portugal and Great
Britain.

Count Palmella stated, that Portugal had actualiy signed a Treaty with
England by which she engaged to abolish immediately the Slave Trade,
along the whole coast of Africa to the north of the Equator, and thit this
Convention only required the formal- ratification of the two Governinents,
without depending upon any previous condition. .

“The discussion of this question being thus finished, Lord Castlercagh
aunounced, that in order to follow up the deliberations cutered into_here,
respecting the means of obtaining as soon as possible the general and defini-
tive abolition of the trade, he should proposc in the next sitting a measure
vishes of humanity with the attentions due to the

tending to reconcile the _ ,
interests and the rights of independent Powers. Ile added, that his pro-
osal had in view the establishing ministerial conferences at London and

{)’aris, and permanent communications dedicated to this object.

Several of ‘the Plenipotentiaries present made some obscrvations on tlus
projét, but the discussion of it was adjourned to the cnsuing sittings, and
the present onc broke up.

“Secen and approved.

(METTERNICH..
LOBO.

SALDANHA.
PALMELLA.
TALLEYRAND.
Sioned) J .CASTLEREAGIHL.
(Signed) } WELLINGTON.
STEWART.

GOMEZ LABRADOR.,
LOWENHIELM.
HUMBOLDT.

_ NESSELRODE.-
Gextz, Compiler of the Protocol.

(T%ird Inclosure in No. 45.)

Protocole de la Conférence du 4 Fevrier sur les mesures 3 adopter pour F'Abos
lition de la.Traite des Négres. :

AprésTa lecture du procés verbal de la séance du 28 Janvier quia été ap-
orouvé et signé par tous les P. P. présens, Lord Castlereagh a repris le dis-

e . oK .
cussion des mesures qu'il restoit a prendre pour-assurer le grand objet des

ddlibérations actuclles. .
Il a fait le résumé de ce qui avoit été conclu dans les deux premidres

séances eonsacrées A cette question de ses efforts dans la. premiére, - pour cn-
gager la France, Espagne et le¢ Portugal 3 abolir inmédiatement ou- au
moins le plutét possible le commerce des négres daprés le vocu exprimé par.
tontes’ les autres puissances ; du succds quil avoit obtenu dans la seconde,.
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»élativernent 3 Ta cessation du commerce sur les edtes TAfrique an nord de
I'Equateur. Il a dit que, tout en se fdicitant, et en félicitant humanitd,
d'avoir remporté dans ces discussions quelques avantages récls, ‘il sentoit ce-
pendant que sa” propre conviction, les instructions de sa cour, ct les voenx
de la nation Britaunigue ne lui perincttoient pas de sc contenter de ccs ré-
sultats.

Malgré tout ce qui avoit {te nis en dvant de la part de quciques puissances
sur la nécessité de prolonger Ia Traite des Négres: jusqud teile ou telle
époque,. le Gouvernement Britannique ne. renonceroit point & I'esperance de
voir rapprocher ou pour le msius généralement égaliscr le terme de Iabolition
définitive, ct ne discontinueroit pas ses efforts pour amener un changement
gussi heureux. Quant & Tabolition partiel! " au nord du Ligne, il y avoit en-
core quelques incertitudes 3 fixer, et quelques difficultés & applanir. Lo
Trance paroissoit vouloir donner i cette ‘mesure uncétendue moins grande,
que celle que le Portugal venoit de lui assigner, et il n'étoit pas asscz clair
dans quelles limites clle seroit redlisée par I'Espagne. ’

"Poutes Ios questions exigeoient des” explications et des négociations ulté-

“ Leey e e . . B “ « . .
ricures, - qu'il étoit impossible d’entamer pendant le Congrés, vu i2 distance -

de quelques uns- des. Gouvernements dout les P. P. serolent obligés. de du-
mandér: de nouvelles instructions.  La forme qu'il alloit proposer pour dou-
rier suite 4 ces déliberations, conviendroit également 3 Pexamen des mesures.
commuiics 3 adoptér’ pour maistenir I'exéeution de ce qui avoit €té une fois
décidd et arrété dans les différentes branches de cette question ; mesures sans
sesquelles les déteiminations les plus positives, les résolutions les plus génd-
reuses pr’lscS"z‘( -cet égard, setoit ¢videmment vaines ¢t illusoires. Lord Cas-
tlereagh & ajouté-d ecs observations; “que le sort"des malheureux habitans-de

I'Afrique, ct.les bicufaits que I'Europe leur conféroit en sabstenant d'un

commerce-qui ne pouvoit que perpétuer leur misére, £toient de ces objeta
qui, quoique ‘du’plus grand interét*pour humanité, ne s'oublioient que. trop
facilement ‘au milicu de taiit d’autres interéts affectunt les gouverheniens': Bu-
ropéens d'unc maniére plus dirgete et .qu'a moiny- de-quelque concert -perma-
nent, fixant Iattention genérale sur:cts questions et prolongeant les discus-
cussions actuelles au’ deld les borvics™du Congrds, il:¢étoit & craindre qu'an
ne'les perdat absolunient de vue. - Ce concert Inia paru d'autant plus utile,

qu'outre qu'il serviroit & lever beaucoup de doute, ct & prevenir beaucoup de’

désagrémens, il contribueroit selon lui:a - faciliter aux puissances, dont’ le ré-
gime colonjal éteit: fondé encore sur. limportation des ndgres, les moyens de
conduire léurs propres.sujets & uu ordre de choses plus désirable, et de vaincre
les difficultés qui s'oppasoient & 'abolition de la traite. Aprés ces observytions,
Lord Castlercagh a’dit”qu'il croyoit avoir adopté dans la redaction du projet
qu'il alloit présenter & Tassemblée, les formes les plus conciliantes et le plus
amicales, telles qu'elles convénoieit d~un governement, qui, quoique.bicn
décidé A ne pas se relicher. sur cet, objet,. jusqu’ & ce qu'il soit finalement ac-
compli, n’en observeroit pas inoins soigneuscment les égards dis 3 toute autre
puissance independante.

I1 a lu apres ccla son projit, congu en ces termes @

Afin de mettre les puissances en état de réaliser plus efficacement ct plus
complettement par des négociations amicales Jeurs intentions bienfaisantcs
par rapport A Iabolition finale d¢la traite des négres, telle qu'elles se trouvent
exprimées dans leur déclaration commune, d’établir entr’ elles, et avec d'autres
Gouvernemens un concert propre 3 prevenir d'un coté un traffic d’esclaves
iliégal sur les cotes d'Afrique, ct A-émpécher de Tautre coté toute infraction
aux droits d'un état indépendant, auquel les vaisscaux armés d’un autre, pour-
roicut se porter, on proposera d'autoriser les Ministres acerédités & Londres et
3 Paris par les cours maintenant réunies, ct par d'autres puissances qui. vou-
droient concourir i ccs niesurcs, .d traiter conjonitement, les objets importans
¢ dessus mentionnds, et de leur enjoindre de rediger & la fin de chaque annde,
pour J'information de leurs cours respectives, “un rappory commun sur I'état
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du commicree desndgres d'Afrique. d'apres les rénscigneinens les- plus réeons,
ctsur les progrds de la diminution, ou de I'abolition de ce commeree.

M. le Plénipotentiaire d’Espagne a fait sur ce projét la déclaration suivante,

Le Dlenipotentiaire de S. M. Catholique au Congrés a eu Thonneur de faire
observer plus d'une fois que tout ce qui concerne la traite des ndgres, st une
affaire particuliére de chaque état, et nullement du ressort du Congres, qui
u'a pas €té formé pour regler la législation des nations, non plus que-pour de-
cider des questions de morale.” Par conséquent que c’est par un effét de pure
condescendance des puissances qui ont des colonies, que Pon s'est occupé de
la traite des ndgres.  D'aprds cette. déclaration, que le Plénipotentiaire Es-
pagnol a recu ordre de répéter, il ne croit pas sa cour disposée A sc préter 3 la
formation d'un comité, soit & Londres, soit 3 Paris, ou ailleurs, pour conti-
nuerla discussion surla traite des négres, d'autant plus que cette discussion, si
Ton doit s'occuper dans le comité, du termne 3 établir pour l'abolition, seroit
pour ce qui regarde I'Espagne, complettement inutile, S. M. C. ayant promis
aux députés de Ses provinces d’Amérique de leur permettre T'intreduction
d'esclaves pendant le terme de huit ans. . Elle ne sauroit point dtre d'une plus
grande utilité, si I'on sc propose d'aviser dans le comitéaux moyens i prendre
pour aurveiller I'exécution de ce qui.doit rester convenu concernant la partie
de la cote d'Afrique, dans laquelle la commerce des négres doit cesser immé-
diatement; car S. M. Catkolique, en'méme tems qu'elle déclare sa resolution
d’empécher les contraventions, de la part de Ses sujets, déclare aussi qu’ Elle
n’entend pas accorder & une ni au plusicurs puissances, le droit d'excrcer sur
eux, aucun acte de survcillance sous le prétexte d'infraction de ce .quiscra fixé.
Neanmoins le Plénipotentiaire Lspagnol fera part & son Gouvernement de la
proposition d'établir le comité, ct il se fera un devoir d'en communiquer le
resultat au Congrés,

M. le Prince de Talleyrand a reconnu que la proposition de Lord Castle-
reagh pourroit étre de Ja plus grande utilite. Il'a promis deé Tappuyer au-
pres de son gouvernement; mais il 3 déclaré en méme tems, ‘que se troyvant.
sans instruction pour aller plus loin, il devoit prendre ad referendum la pro-
position actuclle, ct toute proposition ultéricure. -

M. Comte de Palmclla a dit.. que -M. M. les P. P. de Portngal ne pour-
roient s'expliquer sur cette propcsition sans avoir demandé les instructions de
leurs Cours, - et quiils le prenoient ad referendum. .

M. le - Prince de Metternich a été d'avis, que le projet proposé par Lord
'Castlcrcag]),‘ ¢toit non seulement’ exécutable ct salutaire, mais neccssaire
meme. pous suivre, ct soutenir le question discutée jusqu’ 3 présent et pour
empécher, qu'elle ne fut abandonnée dé nouveau, et cnsevelie dans I oubli
apres . le- Congrés. 11 croit, que pour mettre chaque Gouvernement dans le
cas de concourir & Iexccution ¢t au développement-des mesures Jusqu’ ici
adoptées, et de connoitre I'etat des choses dans chaque epoque dounée, il faut
qu'il y ait un point central, ou chacun puisse s'instruire. Il approuva par
cette meéme raison les rapports annucls sur les progrés et les obstacles de I'abo-
liton. M. le Prince de Metternich regarde diailleurs les réunions propo-
sées par Lord Castlercagh, comme éminément utiles sous un point dc vue
qui ne sauroit qu' interesser toutes les puissances. Sans un arrangemeht
Farcil il est A prevoir, que lc Governement Britannique, pressé par le” Par-

ement ct les vocux de sa nation, seroit obligé de tems cn tems de renouveler
ses Instances. aupres des autres cours, pour les engager 3 accéléror et & com-
pletter I'abolition de la Traite, ce qui pourroit bein plus facilement conduire &
des explications, ct & des collisions désagréables, que la marche réguliere
et eonciliatire, assurée par 'etablissement de ces réunions.

M. le Plevipotentiaire de Russic, a parlé dans le méme scns, et a adopté
sans rescrve le projet de Lord Castlcreag{

M. Je Plénipotentiaire de Prusse, a dit que, ne pouvant cntrevoir aucune
espéce d'inconvénicnt & ces réunions permancntes, et étant persuad¢ plu-
tot qu'elles offriroient toutes sortes d'avantages, ct de fucilités, il appuyoit de
méme ce projet.
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M. le Plénipolentidgire de Suédea déclaré qu'il se joignoit -4 I'avis de M. M.
les Plénipotentiaires d'Autriche, de Russie et-de Prusse, que ne pouvant pas
adhérer de suite 3 la propesition de Lord Castlercagh, sans connoitre interi-
tions de- Sa cour, il ‘en feroit son rapport, mais. qu'il ne: prévoyoit aucune
dithiculté, | o : .

Lord Castlereagh' a procédé ensuite 3 une seconde proposition rélative-
ment -aux mesures A prendre dans le cas que 'une ou P'autre Puissance retar-
dit T'abolition définitive au dell d'un terme justifie par des motifs de néces<
sité réclle. “Avant de la faire connoitre, il a.observé, que quoiqu’ aimant ¥
croire, que le eas -prévu. dans cette proposition.ne se réaliseroit. pas,
il lui paroissoit toutefois juste et.prudent de s'occuper de quelque moyen
éventuel, soit pour le prevenir, soit pour cn affoiblir les mauvois efiéts, et pour
mettre 3 1'abri des chances A I'avenir le succés d'une cause aussi intéressante;
en faveur de laquelle I'Angleterre s'étoit si hautcment prononcée, et que tart:
d’autres grandes Puissances venoient de placer sous leur sauvegarde ; que Ia
mesure qu'il proposoit ici comme dernitre ressource, contre la prolongation
gratuite d’'un commerce, sur le caractére duquel tout le monde £toit d’accord;

ne portoit que sur l'exercise d'un droit incontestable ct de plus sur unz

obligation morale, inséparable du principe solenincllement avoué par toutes
les Puissances ; qu'il croyoit d'ailleurs avoir congu sa proposition avec tous
le ménagement possibles, et dans les terines les plus mesurées qu'il eut pu;
choisir. '

Aprés ces observations préalables, Lord Castlercagh a lu-la proposition,
suivante :— _

En terminant les dclibérations actuelles sur. les moyens de faire
cntidrement cesser la traite des ‘négres, -les puissances . avjourd'hut
réunis pour cet-objet sont iuvités & prononcer (indépendamment do
leur. déclaration - générale) -leur adhésion pleine: et entidre 2 Tarticle
additioncl . au Traité  conclu; & Paris entre le Grande. Bretsgne - et la
France, comme indiquant, d'aprés leur avis, I¥poque la plus réculée que I'on
puisse raisonnablement exigér: ou. admettre pour la durée ultéricure de la-
traite ; et & déclarer que tout en reconnoissant le devoir de respecter serupu-
leusement les -droits d"autres états indépendans, et en nourissant 'espoir de
s'entendre amicalemnent avee eux sur cette branche importante de la question
les puissances croient avoir, dans le’ cas que leur atteate fut trompée, une:
obligation morale 2 remplir cclle de ne pas souffric que la consommation:
de denrées coloniales dans leur pays devienne le moyen d’encourager et de
prolonger gratuitement un traffic aussi pernicieux ; de déclarer en outre, que
sous ce point de vue d’obligation morale, clles se reserveut dans le cas que la:
traite des négres seroit continué par I'un ou I'autre état au.deld du terme jus—

tifié par des motifs de nécessité réelle, de prendre des mesures convenables -

pour obterir les dites denreés coloniales, ou des colonics appartenant & des
«£tats que ne toléreroient point la ;prolongation gratuite de ce traffic, ou bien
de ces vastes régions du globe fournissant les mémes productions par le tra-
vail de leurs propres habitaus, o _

M. le Comte Pilmella a dit, que ce projet impliquoit I'intention de forcer.
les puissances aux quelles des considérations particulitres ne permettoient
pas d'abolir la traite avant un certain nombre d'années, 3 se soumettre au
systéme de celles, qui croyoient pouvoir ra procher le terme, intention qui
ne s'accordoit point avec les principes admis dans les conférences, et reconnus
méme dans le déclaration. _ o

Lord Castlereagh a repordu, que pour opérer méme le plus grand bien, il
ne faudroit jamais forcer une puissance méépcndantc dans le sens que M. le
Plenipotentirie de Portugal pardissoit attachier-2 ce mot ; mais que &, dans
une affaire qui, par un principe fondamental intéressoit I'humanité toute
entidre, un Gouvernement persistoit  contrarier le voeu connu de tous les
autres, ceux ci étoient indubxtablcmcn@ autorisés b.' songer de leur c{»té aux
moyens d'atteindre leur bt commur, puisquen adméttant méme le droit d’une
puissance de maintenir chez elle un systtme g}énérql\cment.: regardé comme
immoralet pernicieuy, ce droit ne pouvort pas qerong a cclui deg autres puis-
ssances de retuser toute protection dirccteau indirecte d ce sytc-xrff

f

; que d'uilleurs -
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lés"Gouvernemicns avoidnt soiivent exercé le droit dexclure des marchandises
étrangéres de Jeur-pays par des.considérations simplement ‘administrafives,
sans avoir ¢t¢ taxé d’aucunc intention hostile. 4

M. le Plenipotentieire d'Espagne: asdéeclaré sur cela, quesi une mesure-
parcille étoit n(ioptéc par unc puissanee quel-conque, 8. M. le Roi &'Espagne,
sans disputer 3 cette puissance le droit d'agir d'aprés ses propres principes,
ayroit recours A de justes réprésailles, en portant dans Ses Etats des loix pro-
hibitives contre la branche. la plus utile du commerce du pays’ dont I
Gouvernement auroit provoqué cet acte de réciprocité,

M. M.le P P. de Portugal, ont adhéré i cette déelaration.,

M. le Prince de Metternich a dit, que le droit d'unc- puissance d’exclure de
ses Titats telle branchie de commerce étranger qui ne lui convenoit ‘pas, ne
pouvant étre mis endoute cn ancun cas, on ne sauroit lui contester non phis
celui de repondre Jpar des réprésailles  un acte d’humnanité dontelle ce croyoit
blessée ;—mais - qu'il dépendoit également de. toute autre Puissance dé - se
soumcttre pour quelque années & un i_ncop.vénicnt ou a une privation‘réelle,-
plutét que de renoncer i une mesure Justifiée par des motifs de bienveillance,
générale, ct tenant A un systéme solemnellement recommnu ot adopté par clle.

M. le Comite de Nessclrode a déclaré qu'ii croyoit: étre assez instruit des
intentions de 'Empercur son maitre, pour ne.pas douter,.que S. M. n’hé-
siteroit point & faire aux-principes qu'clle avoit une fois’ embrassés'le sacrifice
méme de quelque intéréts temporaires, et que par. conséquent il partageoit
Pavis de M. le Prince de Metternich, cspérant toutefois- que le-cas que Jon
suppesoit ici’ nc sc realiseroit Jamais, et,que la proposition méme de Lard:
Castlereagh et les. déclarations ' conformes «des autres' puissances- contri-
bueroient 4 les dispenser, d’umie mesure pareille.

M. le Plenipotentiaire.dé Prusseis’est ¢xpliqué dans le méme sens,

M. le Plenipstentiaire-de Sutde & dit'qu'il né pouveit pas-adhérer 4 Ia pro-
position de Lord Castlereagh; sans en' avoir réf &€& sa’cour s qu'il- avoit ces
pendant tout lieu de’ croire- Gue. son' Goirvernement, Quprés ses dispositions
connucs, ¢t son, aésir de seconder, duis:tout ¢ qui-regardoit cétte quéstion .
marche de I'Angleterre; I'adopteroit sans difficulté; que'la mesure éventuclle-
ment proposée, n’avoit selon lui aucun- caractére hostile, et ne sorfoit aucune:
ment de Ja Iigue.des droits que ¢haque. Gouvernement pouvoit: exercer dans
son pays; qu'il éspéroit: d'ailleurs avee Lord ‘€astlercagh; que.les puissaices
réunies pour I'abolition de Ia Traite, ne-se verrolent pas dans la néeessité d’en
venir & I'execution de cétte mesure, _

Aprés quelques aptres observations de lapart de M. M. les'P.P. qui avoient
adopt¢ le:projet de Lord Castlereagh, 14 discussion de.ce projet a été terminée,
et laséance a été levée.. . "
‘ Vi et approuvé,

(METTERNICIL
} Loso. |
'SALDANHA.
PALMELLA.
TALLEYRANND.
CASTLEREAGH. |
(Signés) 3 WELLINGTON.
STEWART. |
GOMEZ LABRADOR,.
LOWENHIELM.
HUMBOLDT.
UNESSELRODE.

‘Gextz, Redacteur du Protoccle.
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- {Third Inclosure in No. 45.)——Translation.

Protocol of the Conference of the ath of February, upon the measures to be
adopted for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.

After reading the Proces Verbal of the Sittings of the 28th of Januazy,
which were approved and signed by all the Plenipotentiaries present, Lord
Castlereagh "resumed the discussion "of the measures which remained to be-
adopted to securc the grand object of the present deliberations. ,

He gave an epitome of what had been settled in the two first Sittings set-
apart to this question ; of his efforts in the first, to induce France, Spain,
and Portugal to abolish immediately, or at least as soon as possible, the trade:
in'Negroes, in pursuance of the wishes expressed by all the other Powers :—
of his success in the second, with regard to the cessation of this traffic on the-
coast of Africa to the north of the Equator, he said, at the same time tirit
hie congratulated himself and the cause of humanity on the real advantages:
he had obtained in.those discussions, he still felt from his own conviction,

from the instructions of his Court, and from the wishes of the British natioy, -

that he must not rest sutisfied with thosc results. .

Notwithstanding all that had been urged, on the part of some Powers, of-
the necessity of prolonging the Slave Trade to such or such a period, thz
British Govermment would not relinquish the hope of seeing the term of its
definitive abelition at least approximated to that agreed upon by Franee, if
not shortened, and that he should not relax his endeavours to obtain so
desirable a change: . .

With respect to the abolition to the north of the Line, therestiil remaized
some uncertainty to clearaway and some difficulties to remove.. France ap-
peared desirous of giving a less extensive scope to this measure than that
which Portugal had assented to, and it wus by no means clear what were the
‘precise limits to which Spain wouid extend it. :

. All these questions required further explanations and negociation, which
it was impossible to enter upon effectually - during the Congress, on ac-
count of the distance which some of the Plenipntentiaries would Tave to refer,
in order to receive instructions from their respective Governments,

The plan which he was about to propose for the purpose of giving eflect to
these deliberations, would equally promote the examination of the general
measures to be adopted for carrying into execution what had already becn
decided upon and fixed, in the several branches of this question; measures,
avithout which the most positive determinations and the most generous reso-
lutions on the subject, would be vain and illusive. Lord Castlercagh added
to these obscrvations; that the lot of the unhappy inhabitants of Africa, and
the blessings which Europe conferred on them by abstaining from a traflic
which could only perpetuate their inisery, were objects which, although of
the ~highest interest for bumanity, were but too readily forgotien in the
midst of so many other iuterests affecting the European Governments in a
mére direct manner; and that without some permanent concert, which
shouldfix the general attention to these questions, and prolong the present
discussions beyond the close of the Congress, it was to be apprehended that
they would be lost sight of eltogether: This concert: appeared to him the
more uscful, as, besides serving to remove much doubt and to prevent much.
unpleasant controversy, it would, in his mind,’ contribute to facilitate
to the Powers, whose colonial system stil] remained grounded on the impor-
tation of ncgroes the meaus of leading their subjects to a more desirable:
arder of things,, and' to-surmount the ditficultics which opposed themselves

to theabolition of "the''trade.  After these observations, Lord Castlereagh

said, that’ia ‘the fiaming of the proiet which be was about to lay betore
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the meefing, he had adopted the most conciliatory and ‘the most friendly
Forms, sucl us became a Government which, although perfectly determined
wot to relinguish the object ‘unti) it was finally accomplished, w.f)uld not the.
dess sorupulously ‘observe the attentions due to every other independent
Power. o v

Ile then read his projét, ceuched in the following terms :— _

In order to enable the Powers to realize, more effectually and completely,
‘by amicable negociations, their bhenevolent intentions, with respeet t6 the
final abolition” of the trade in' Negroesy in the manner set forth in thejr
conunon Ieclaration, and to establish amongst them, and with other Govern-
ments, a' coucert, calculated to-prevent, on one hand, an illegal: traffic in
slaves upon the coast of Africa, and, on the other hand, - to prevent any in-
fraction of the rights of independent States, which might be attempted
by the armed vessels of other Powers, it is proposed to authorise the "Mi-
nisters of the Courts now assembled, and of other Powers who may wish to-
concur. in theso measures, who shall be ‘accredited ‘at Loudon and Paris -to
treat conjointly.on the iinportant objects heréin-before mentioned, and to
enjoin them ‘to prepare, at the end of each yéar,: for - the ‘information of"
their respective Courts, 2 general repoit on the state of . the trade’ in’African
Negrocs, according to the most recent information, and oa the progress of
the diminution or of the'abolition of that trade. '

The Spanish Plenipotentiary made the following declaration apon this

projiti— , _
P The Plenipotentiary of His Catholie Majesty at the Congress has had the
honour ot ebscrving, more than once; that every thing which relates to the
trade in Negroes is a particuler affair of each State, ‘and in nowise of the
-cognizance of Congress,” which was not formed to rcgulate the legislation ‘of
Nations, no more than to decide upon questions of morality : conscquently
it is the cffect of pure condescension on the part-of the Powers possessitig
colonies, that they have occupicd themselves about ‘the - Slave Trade. In:
consequence of this declaration, ‘which the Spanish Plenipotentiary: has re-
ceived orders to repeat, he does not think his Court will be inclined to. listers
to the formation of a committee, either at London or ‘Paris, or elsewhere, to
continue the discussions oni'the trade in Negroes, more especially because this
discussion, -if the period ‘at ‘which the abolition should take place is to be
<considered, would be.wliolly useless, His Catholic Majesty having promised
to the deputies from His American provinces, to edntinue to them the permis~
sion to import slaves for eight years; nor could it be of greater utility if it
should be proposed to consult upon the meins of sccuring the execution of the
micasures agreed upon, relative to that part of the coast of Africa in'which
the Slave Trade is to cease immediately ;. for "His Catholic Majesty, while
He declares His determination to prevent any contravention on the part of His
~subjects, ‘declares, at the same time, that he'-does not intend granting to
one, or te scveral Powers, the right of exercising over Ilis subjects any act
of superintendence, under the pretext of infraction of what has been settled..
The Spanish Plenipetentiary will, nevertheless,” communicate to his: Govern-
ment, the proposal to establish the commiittee, and he will consider it a duty
to communicate” the result to the Congress,

Prince Talleyrand admitted that the proposal of Lord Castlereagh might
be of the greatest seryice. - He promised to support it with -his Government ;
but he'declared, at the same" time, that being without instructions to pro-
ceed farther, he must take the present, and any-future proposal, ad re-
terendum. . ,

The Count Palclla said, thatthe Plenipotentiaries of Portugal could'not
enter into cxplanation on this point, without'asking instructions from ‘their
Court, and that they took it «d referendum. _

‘The Prince Metternich was of opinion, that the projét proposed by Lord
Castlereagh was not only feasible and salutary, but even necesvary, Yor the



‘purpose of following up anil supporting the quesiion discussed to the pre-
sent moment, and to prevent it from being again abandoned and buried in
oblivion after the Congress.  1le thought that inorder to enable every Go-

vernient to coneur in the exccution’ and developement of the measures hi--

therto adopted, and to know the. state of the business as existing,” from
dinie to time, there should be a centrzl point, where each might obtain
information. e approved, for the same reason, the annual :'cp%r»ts on the
progress and on the obstacles standing.jn the way of the abolition.  Prince
Metternich, morcover, considered the miectings preposed by Lord .Castle-

rcagh as cminently usefel in a point ‘of view which cannot but interest all

the Powers. Without 2 similar arrangement, itis to be apprehended that
the British Governnieat, pressed by Parliament and the wishes of the Na-
tion, would be compelled, from time to time, to renew its representations to
other Courts to accelerzte and compicte the abolition of the traffic, which
would be much more calculated to lead te explangtion and disagreeable “eolliz
sion, than the regular and conciliatory proceeding secured by establishing
the meetings 2bove-mentioned. . S

The Plenipotentiary of Russia éxpressed the same sentiments, and adonted
without reserve the projét of Lord Castiercagh. _

The Plenipotentiary of Prussia said, that not foresceing any sort of incou-
wenience from these meetings being established, :and being of opinion ‘that
tbey would be productive of many advantages and facilities, he also
should support the projét. . _ )

The Plenipotentiary of Sweden declared that he united in opinion with
the Plenipotentiaries of Austria, Russia, and Prussia, but not being able
immcdiately to subscribe to Lord Castlercagh’s proposal without. being in
possession of the sentiments of: his Court, hewould make his report upon if,
bt he did not foresée the smallest objection.

Lord Castlevcagh then proceded to a second proposal, respecting the mea=
L .o oh . . R ? s : .
sutes to bé adopted in- case one, or other of the Powers, should retard the -

definitive abolition beyond the period which mrotives of real necessity could

justify. Before making it kuows, he observed, that although he would fuin -

belicve that the cascunticipated in. this proposal would not arise, it pever-
theless appeared to. Lim to be just an({) prudent to. concert some eventual
aneans either of preventing it. or of weakening its bad eflects,.and to protect,
from any futurc chances the success of a cduse so interesting in its nature,,
in favour of which England . had so decidedly declared ‘herself, and whijch
50 ‘many, great Powers had now- taken under their protectiony that the
aneasure he was about to propose as a last resource against the gratuitous.
rrolongation of a commerce, upon the character of which' the whole world
d but one opinion, rested upon the excrcise of an incontestible right; aud
was enjoined by a moral obligation inscparable from the principle solemnly
avowed by all the Powers;-that he also trusted that he had framed his pro-
sal in the most conciliatory manner and in the most measured termns
possible. L .
After these introductory observations, Lord Castlercagh read the following,

proposal : In closing the Ercscnt dcliberations, as to the means of totally

‘suppressing the trade in Negroes, the Powers this day assembled with that
view, are invited to pronounce {independently of thewr general declaration)
their full and entire concurrence in the additional Article concluded -at.
Paris between Great Britain and France, as pointing out, in their opinion,
the most distant period that may be reasonably rcquired or allowed for the
ulterior duration of the Treaty ; -and to declare, that at the same time that
the-most scrupulous respect for the rights of other independant States 18
admitted, and the hope of coming to an amicable understanding with them’
upon this.important part of the qucstion 18 chcnshcd, the .Pow_'ers, in case
thair, cxpectations should fuil, consider they have a moral obligation to fulfil;-
viz, that of aot permitting the consumption of colonial produce within their
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-dominions, to become the means of encoura ing and prolongmg\gratliitously,

f0 pernicious a trafiic ; to declare besides, that ‘in point of moral opligati(,n
they reserve to themsclves, “in case the Slave Trade should be continued by
any other State beyond the period justified by real necessity, to adopt proper
measures to obtain the said colonial produce, either from the colonies of
Powers who do not tolerate the gratuitous prolongation of this tralic, or else
from those vast regions of the globe which supply the same produce by the
labour of their own inhabitants. '

The Count Palmella said, that this projot implicd an Intention of forcing
the Powers, who from particular motives could not abolish the trade before.

-2 certain number of years, to submit themselves to the system of those who .

deemed it practicable to shorten the term of- a_bolitir_)n; an intcption~ which
by no means accorded with the principles nglmxttcd i the Coutcrenccs, nor
acknowledged in the Declaration. - ; .

Lord Castlercagh answered, thateven to produce the greatest good, he
would never force an independent Power, in the sense that the Plenipotentiar}{
of Portugal appeared to attach to that word, but that it in'a question - which
by a fundamental principle interested hum;_m.xty at large, a Government per-
sisted in running couutér to the general wish of all the others, the latter
bad on their side an undoubted right to consider of the means of attaining
their common object; for cven admitting the right of a Power to upliold,
within Its territories a System generally considered as immoral ‘and per-
nicious, this right cannof invalidate that of the other Powers to refuse all
protection, direct or indirect, to such a Systerq. That? besides,. Governments
had frequently exercised the right of excluding foreion merchandize . from
their Dominions, simply from municipal considerations, without haviig had.
any Lostile intentid unputed to them. | '
" Upon this-the Plenipotentiary of Spain declared, that were such a measure
adopted by any Power whatever, His Majesty tiie King of Spain, without
disputing with such Power the right of acting according to its own princi-
ples, would have recourse to Jjust reprizals l;y enacting 1n his States prohi-
bitory laws against the most uscful branch o the commerce of thc..CouUtry,-
whose Government should have provoked this act of retaliation,

The Plenipotentiaries of Portugal declared the same sentiments.

Prince Metternich said that the right of a Power to exclude from 'its
States whatver branch of foreign commeree it thought proper, could not in
any case be called in question; nor could it be denied that it possessed the
right to’ reply by reprizals, to an act, however dictated by considerations of
humanity,” by whiel it wight consider itself "injured : but that it was
equally within the comFetcncy of any other Power to submit for years
to inconvenience or absolute privation, rather than to renounce a measure
Justilied by motives of general "benevolence, and connccted with a system
solemnly acknowledged and adopted by it.

Count Nessclrode said, that he thought himself sufficiently informed of
the Emperor's intentions to be convineed that His Imperial Russian Majesty’
would not hesitate to submit to*sone temporary inconveniences to support the
principles he had once embraced; and consequently that he agreed in opinion
with’ Prince Metternich, hoping however that the case put hypotheticaliy:
would: never be realized, and that the proposal itsclf of Lord gastlerearrh,.

. Al . - . D
and the deliberations of the other Powers in conformity thereto, would tend

to prevent the necessity of such a measure,

The Plenipotentiary of Prussia held the same language.

The Plenipotentiary of Sweden said that he could not support the proposal
of Lord Castlereagh without reference to his Court, that however he had

every reason to believe, from the known disposition of his Government, and

its c:s-irc to act in unison with England in cevery thing which rclated. to this
question, that it would adopt it without dithculty.” That the measute
eventually proposed, in his opinion had no hostile charactcr, and depericd in
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no respeet from the just rights which every Government might exercise
within its own Territory. '

That besides, he hoped with Lord Castlereagh, that the Powers united for
the fibohtan of thc. trade would not sce themselves under the necessity of
putting the measure into force.

A After some other qbscrvations on the part of the Plenipotentiaries who
had adopted the projét of Lord Castlereagh, the discussion of the Pprojét
closed, and the Sittings broke up. . '

Seen and approved.
rMETTERNICHL
LOBO '

" SALDANTIIA.
PALMELLA.
TALLEYRAND.
Sinsd CASTLEREAGH.
WBigned)  { WELLINGTON.
STEWART.

GOMEZ LABRADOR.
LOWENHIELM. -
HUMBOLDT.
NESSELRODE.

Gestz, Compiler of the Protoco).

(Fourth Inclosure in No. 45.,)

Protocole de la quatriéme et derniére bonférericc'pariiculiérc, consaeréé i
I'Abolition de la Traite des Négres, Le 8 Fevrier, 1815.

. Présentes—Lord Castlercagh, Lord Stewart, Lord Wellington, Plénipo.
teatiaires de S. M. Britannique. : . _

‘M. de Prince de Tallcyrand, Plénipotentiaire de S. M. Chréticnne.

M. le Chevalicr de Labrador, Plénipotentiaire de S. M. Catholique.

M. le Comte de Palmella, M. de Saldanha, M. de Lobo, Plénipotentiaires
de S. A. R. le Prince Regent de Portugal.

M. le Comte dec Lowenhielm, Plénipotentiaire de S. M. le Roi de Suéde.

M. le Baron d¢ Humboldt, Plénipotentiaire de S. M. lc Roi de Prussc.

M. le Comte de Nesselrode, Plénipotentiaire de S: M. 'Empereur de
Russic. '

‘M. le Prince de Metternich, Plénipotcntia{rc de S. M. l'Empcreur‘_

d'Autriche,

Lecture avant &té faite du protocole de la séance du 4 Fevrier, Messrs. les:

Plénipotentiaires présens Uont approuvé ct signé.—Rélativement 3 la seconde
propuosition de Lord Castlereagh consignés dans ce, protocole, M. M. les P. P.
de Portugal ont 1G une déclaration, dont ils ont demandé Iinsertion au proto-
cole. On est convenu de la joindre au procés verbal de la séance d'aus
Jjourd'hui, ) o

On est revenu ensuite au projét de déclaration 14 pour la premidre fois & Ia
Stance du 28 Juuvier, et dont la rédaction définitive avoit été ajournde.
Ce projet aprés avoir éprouvé plusieurs modifications, a été adopté et signé
par M. M. les P. P. tel qu'il se trouve joint au. Jpresent procés:verbal.  Lord
Castlercagh a proposé de communiquer cette déclaration et copie des proto-
coles des quatre conférences au Gouvernement Danois, et 3 celui des Pays bas,
vu_ Pintert particulier avee lequel ces deux gouverneinens se sout prononcés
sur la mesure de Pabolition.
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Cette proposition étant adoptée, Lord Castlereagh a déclard, Yue les (}’.f-'
férentes questions qui étoient Tobjet de ccs conférences, ayant été traitées,
Yune aprés Paatre, ct les puissances ayaptlt!onnle leur avis sur chacung de
ccs questions, il ne croyoit pas, que lgs dchbémtgpns .actuc}\lcs pouvoient
&tre poussées plus loin; 1l ne lui restoit donc qu’ exprimer & M. M. es
P. P. préscns, combien il étoit sensible 3 I'intérit qu'ils avoient accordé &
cgs. propositions, et la bienveillance avec laquelle ils l’gu_/m(-‘nt secondé dans sa
marche; ‘qu'il avoit des remercimens particuliers 3 faire & M. le Prince de
Talleyrand, appelé conjointement avec lui A Fexéeution ™ de TI'article’ du
Traité de Paris, qui avoit formé la base de ces délibérations qulil y avoit.
eu, i la_vérité, quelques explications décourageantes, pour les amis de cctte
cause, de la part de M. M. les P. P. d'Espagne ct de Portagal, mais qu'il
persistoit & croire, que les circonstances dont 1l étoit parti dans ces explica~
tions, se trouveroient déjd sensiblement changés aujourd’hui, -ct changeroient
de plus cn faveur de Pabolition de' la Traite ;—qu'il dtoit persuadé que la
nouvelle suite de ces conférences, et de la manidre dont les puissances de
I'Europe réanics au Congrés avoient envisagé cette question, produiroit un -
grand cfét dans les colonies, pour concilicr les esprits avee unc nicsure, sur
J'exécution- finale de ' laquelle il ne resteroit plus de.doutcs. .‘x élever: quiil
regardoit c1: outre comnie un avantage précicux, davoir pu diriger attention
de tant d'Illustres hommes d'Etat sur un objet, qui sembloit ne pas avoir été -
encore assez exactcaient connu dans plusicurs pays du Continent; et, & en
Juger par les premiers-cffits des discussions actuelles, y exciteroit dorénavant .
un intérét beaucoup plus vif: — qu'enfin Ia déclaration géudiale, un des
principaux resuitats de ces discussions, lui' offroit L prospective la pius
rassurante, ct le meilleur augure d'un suceds définitif,

A Tappui de ces observations de Lord Castlercagh, M. le Prince de Met-
ternich a dit, que, quoique l'ibolition de Ia Traite des négres ne touchit pas
aux intéréts dircets des puissances qui ne possédent pas des colonies, elie ne
leur étoit cependant point- étrangere par ses rapports avee le bien de, I'hu-
manité;—aque les Puissances qui se trouvoicnt dans cette catégorie regrets
teroient d'autant moins d'avoir pris part 3 I'examen de cette. question, que,
dans le cours méme des discussions actuclles une manitre de voir différeate,
non pas sur’ le principe fondaniental, mais sur les détails ot I'epoque de son
exécution s'étant manifestée parmi les Puissances possédant des colonics,
Yintroduction des autres qui étoicnt absolument impartiales dans cette branche
particuliére de la question, n'auroit pas été sans utilité; que sous cc méme
point de vue, il approuvoit entidrement les communications, ministérielles
apres le Congrés, telles que Lord Castlereagh les avoit proposées :—ct que si
Jamais dcs collisions désagréables pouroicnt avoir lieu cntre les Puissances’

-maritimes sur un objét, pour lequel la plus grande harmenie étoit si fort 3

désircr, les cabinets placés ct pensans comme celui d’Autriche, s'empresscroient;

certainement d'employer leurs bons offices pour les mettre d'accord, ct pour

applanir tous les obstacles qui sopposersicnt au succds final de cette cause,
Sur quoi le Protocole de ces contérences a été conclu ct signé.

(4tk Inclosure in No. 45.)—Translation.

Protocol of the fourth and last Private Conference dedicated to the aboli«
tion of the Slave Trade, the Sth of Feb. 1815.
Present,~~Lord Castlereagh, Lord Stewart, Lord Wellington, Iis Bii-
tannick Majesty's Plenipotentiaries. A ‘
Prince Talleyrand, His Most Christian Majesty's Plenipotentiary,
Chevalier d¢ Labrador, His Cuthalick Majesty's Plenipotentiary,



. ’ ¢4 Qo ) ' . .-
Jount de Palmclla, M. de Saldanha, and M. de Lobo, Pienipotentiariés of
Ilis Royal Highuess the Prince Regent of Poytugal.

Count de Lowenhiclm, Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Kingof Sweden.,.

Baron de Humboldt, Plenipotentiary of Iis Majesty the King of Prussia.

Count Nesselrode, Plenipotentiary of Iis Majesty the Emperor of Russia.

Prince Metternich, Plenipoteatiary of 1lis Majesty the Emperor of
Austria,

The Protocol of the Sitiing of the 4th of February having been read, the

Plenipotentiarics present approved and signed it. The Portuguese Plenipo-

tentiaries having demanded the insertion in that Protocol of a Declaration,
respecting the second proposition brought forward by Lord Castlcrcag_h in
that Coufcrence, it was agreed to annex it to the procés verbal of this day's
Sitting, _

The consideration of the projét of the Declaration, read a first time at the
sitting of the 23th of January, and of which the definitive correction had
been deferred, was then resumed. This projdt, after having undergone.several
modtifications, was adopted and signed by the Plenipotentiaries, such as it
now appears annexed to the present proces verbal. ,

Lord Castlercagh proposed to communicate this Declaration, together wit!
copics of the Four Conferences, to the Danish Government, and to that.of
the Low Countries, in consideration of the particular interest these two
Governments had evineed for the abolition.

This proposition having" been adopted, Lord Castlereagh declured; that,
as the different questions which had been the obicct of these Conferences had
been scparately discussed, and the Powers had given their ‘opinion upon
cach of those questions, he did not think that the preseut’ deliberations
could be carried further ; it therefore only remained for kim to cxpress to
the Plenipotentiarics present how seusible he was of the intercst which they
had taken in those propositions, and of the good will with which they
had seconded his proceedings; that he had to cxpress his particular thanks
to Prince Talleyrand, who had been called conjointly with himseclf, to
exccutd the Article of the Treaty of Paris, which formed:the basis of these
deliberations; that it was true, he had experienced, on thé part of the Spanish
and Portugucse Pleaipotentiaries, some discouraging explanations for the
friends of this cause, but that he persisted in believing that the circam-
stances on which those explanations rested, were already sensibly changed,
and would change more aud more in favour of the abolition of the trafiie;
that he was persuaded . the natiire of these conferences, and the man-
aer in whicli the Powers of Europe assembied in Congress had taken
up this question, would produce a great efiect in the Colouies towards con-
<ciliating their minds to a incasure, for the final execution of which no doubt
remained to be removed; that he besides looked upon it as a great advantage
to have been enabled to draw the attention of so many illustrious Statesmen
to a subject which did not appear to have been sulliciently understood in

- several countries of the Continent, and to jadge from the first cfiects of the
present diseussions, would excite in than a more lively interest in future ;
that, in short, the general Declaration, one of the principal results of these
«discussions, oflered hiw the most cncouraging prospect, and the best omen of
ultimate suceess, . ,

T'o these observations of Lord Castlereagh, Prince Metternich added, that,
although the abolition of the Slave "Trade would -not afoct the direct in-
terests of those Powers who did not possess colonies, still, by “its coundction
with lumanity, it was not altogether indifferent to them ; that the Powers
who found themsclves in.this situation would the less regret having takea part,
in the ¢xainination of this question, as a difference of ovinion having ex-
isted, in the course of these discussious, amongst “the -Powers possessing
Colonies, (not upon the_ fundamental prineiple, but upon tlie details ane
the period of its cexecution,) the interference of ‘the oihers, who were o1

this particular point absolutely impartial, had not been entirely ‘useldss’; that
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under this point of view, he entirely approved of the Ministerial Conferences
after the Congress, such as Lord Castlercagh had proposed; and that if
ever unpleasant collisions should arise between the maritime Powers upon an
object on which it was so desirous to preserve harmony, the Cabincts situated,
and thinking like that of Austria, should hasten to cmploy their good oflices
to settle such diffcrences, and to do away the obstacles whicli might oppose
themselves to the final succes of this cause.

Upon which the protocol of these Conferences was concluded and #igued.

(Fifth Inclosure in No. 45.)

Declaration.

Les Plenipotentiaires des Puissances qui ont signé le Traité de Paris du

.30 Mai 1814, réunis en Conférence :—Ayant pris en Consideration que le

commerce connd sous le nom de T'raite des Négres d Afrique a été cnvisagé
par les hommes justes et éclairés de tous les. tems, commie repugnant aux
principes d’humanité et de la morale universclle; Que les circonstances par-
ticulitres auxquelles ce commerce a dd sa naissance, et la difficulté d’en in-
terromipré brusquement le cours, ont pd couvrir jusqu’ & un certain point .

ce quil y avoit d'odicux dans sa conservation; mais quenfin la voix pub-

lique s'est élevée dans tous les pays civilisés pour demnander qu'il soit sup-

primé- le plutét possible;: que depuis que le caractére ct les details de ce

‘commerce ont été micux connus, ct les maux de toute espece qui l'accom-

pagnent, complétement dévoilés, plusicurs des Gouvernemens Européens ont
pris en efftt la Résolution de la faire cesser, et que successivement toutes les

Puissances possédant des colonics dans l¢s différentes partics du moudc ont

reconnucs soit par des Actes Legislatifs, soit par des Traités ct autres lingage-
mens formels, Pobligation ct la nécessit¢ de Pabohir; que par un article
séparé du dernier Traité de Pars, la Grande.Bretagne et la I'rance sc sont
engagées 3 réunir leurs efforts du Congrés. de- Vicnue pour faire prononcer
par toutes les Puissances de la Chretienté I'abolition universelle et definitive
dé la traite des négres; Que les Plenipotentiaires rassemblés dans ce Con-
grés nc sauroient mieux honorer leur mission, remplir leur devoir, et mani--
fester les principes qui guident leurs augustes Souverains, quen travaillant

& réaliser cet engagement, et en proclamant au notn_ de leurs Souverains, le
“yocu de mettre un terme 3 un fléau qui a si long tems désolé I'Afrique, de-

gradé I'Europe, et affligé Fhumanité; les dits Plenipotentiaires sont con-

venus d'ouvrir leurs délibérations sur les moyens d'accomplir ui objet aussi.

‘salutaire par une Declaration solemnelle des principes qui les ont dingé daus

ce travail. - En consequence, ct diement autorisés & cet acte par I'adhésion
unanime dé¢ leurs Cours respectives au principe ‘énoncé dans le dit article
séparé du Traité de Paris, ils déclarent a la face de I'Europe, que, regardant
Fabolition universelle dela traite ¢es Négres comme une inésure particulidre-
ment digne de leur-attention, conforme 3 Pesprit du Sikcle, et aux principes

~généreux de leurs augustes Souverains, ils sont aniinés du désir sincére de

concourir & I'éxecution la plus prompte et la plus efficace de cette mdésure,
par tous les moyens & leur disposition, et d'agir dans Pemploi de ces moyens
avee tout le zéle ct toute la persévérance qu'ils doivent 3 une aussi grande-
et belle cause.

"Trop instruits tontefois des sentimens de leurs Souverains, pour ne pas.
prévoir, que quelqu’ honorable que soit leur bit, ils nele poursuivront pas
sans de justes ménagemens pour. les intérlts, les habitudes et les préventions
mémes de leurs sujets, les ({its Plenipotentiaires reconnoissent en méme tews
que cette Déglaration géulrale ne sauroit préjuger. le terme que chaque
Puissance. ¢ particulier pourroit envisager comme-le plus convenable pour

"abolition dcfinitive du commerce des Négres :—Par conséquent la détermi-
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nation de I'époque olt cc comméree doit universellément ‘cesser sera un objét
de négociation entre les Puissances; bien entendu que T'on ne negligera
-aucun moyen. propre d en assurer et 4 en accélérer la marche; et que I'en-
gagement récipraque contracté par la présente Declaration eutre les Souve-
rains qui y ont pris part, ne scra considéré comme rempli qulau moient ol
un succds complét aura couronné leurs cfforts réunis. En portant cette D«
~claration 3 la connoissance de I'Europe, et de toutes les nations civilisées de
la terre, les dits Plenipotentiaires se flattent d’engager tous les autres Gou-
vernemens, ct notamment, ceux qui en abolissant la traite des Négres oat

manifesté deji les mémes sentimens, i les appuyer de leur suffrage dans -une, -

«causc dont le triomphe final sera un des plus beaux monumens du sidcle qui
I'a embrassée et qui Paura gloricuscment terminée. -
Vienne, le 8 Fevrier 1815.

(Fifth Inclosurc in No. 45.—Translation.)

Declaration.

The Plenipotentiaries of the Powers who signed the Treaty of Paris, the
3o0th May 1814, assembled in Congress:

Having taken into consideration;—that the traffic known under the name

of the African Slave Trade, has been regarded, by just and enlightened men
of all ages, as rcpugnant to the principles of humanity and of universal
‘morality ; that the particular circumstances to which this traffic owes its
origin, and the difficulty"of abruptly interrupting its progress, have to a
«certain degree lessened the odium of continuing it ; but that at last the pib-
lic voice in all civilized countrics has demanded that it should be suppressed
as soon as possible ; that since the character and  the details of this traffie
have been better known, and the evils of cvery sort which accompanied it
completely unveiled, scveral European Governments have resolved to sups
press it, and that successively all Powers possessing colonies in different parts
of the world, have acknowledged, cither by legislative Acts or by Treaties
and other formal' Engagements, the obligation and necessity of. abolishing
it; that by a scparate article: of the last Treaty of Paris, Great Britsin and
France cngaged to unite their efforts at the'Congress at Vienna, to engage all
the Powers of Christendom to pronounce the universal and definitive aboli=
tion of the Slave Trade: that the Plenipotentiarics assembled at this Con-
gress cannot better honour their mission, fuliil their duty, and manifest the
principles which guide their angust Sovercigns, than by labouring torealize
this engagement, and by proclaiming in the name, of thcir Sovercigns the
desire to put an end to a scourge which has so loug desolated Africa, de-
graded Lurope, and afilicted humanity :— . o

The said Plenipotentiaries have agreed to-open their deliberations as to
‘the means of accomplishing so salutary an object, by a solemn Declaration of
the principles which have guided them i this work. I

Fully anthoriscd to such an Act by the unanimous adherence of their re--
spective Courts to the principle annomiced in the said separate a"xjtxclc of the
Treaty . of Paris, they in consequence declare in the face™of Europe, that,
looking upon the universal abolition of the Slave Trade as a measure particu-
Jarly worthy of their attention, conformable to the spirit of t‘ng age, a-x_xd to
the gencrous principles of their august Sovercigis, they are animated with a.
sincere desire to concur, by every means in their powcr, in'the most prompt
and cffectual exccution of this measure, ‘and to act in’ the ‘employment of
those mcans.wjth.all the zeal and ull the perseverance’ which so great and
good a.cause merits, - o o

Too .well informed of the, sentiments of their Sovereigns not to foresee,
that;- however hongursble.may be, their object, they wauld not pursué it
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without a just regard to the interests, the habits, and even the prejudices of
their Subjects ; the said Plenipotentiarics at the same tune acknowledge, that
this general Declaration should not prejudge the period which each paruculur
Power should look upon as the most expedient for the definitive abolition of
the Tratlic in Slaves. Conscqueatly the determination ot the period when
this traflic ought universally to cease, will be an object of negociation-be-
tween the different Powers ; it being however well understood that no means
proper to cnsure and accelerate its pragress should be ncglected—and that
the reciprocal engageineat coatracted by the preseut Declaration between the -
Sovéreigns who have taken part in it, should not be considered as fulfiiled
until the moment whea complete success shall have crowned their united
efforts.

In making this Declaration known to Europe, and to all the civilised Na-
tions of the carth, the said Plenipotentiaries flatter themsclves they shall en-
gage all other Governments, and particularly those who, in abolishing the
‘Praflic in Slaves, have already manifested the same sentiments, to support
them with their suflrage in a cause, of which the final. triumph will be one
of the greatest monuments of the age which undertook it, and which shali
have gloriously carried it into complete effect.:

Vienna, February 8, 1815.

{Sixth Inclosure in No.45.)

FVienne, lc6 Fevrier, 1815

Les Soussignés Plénipotentiaires de 8. A. R, 1e Prince Regent de Portugalay
Congres, sc conformant aux vues bicnfaisantes ct libérales de leur auguste
Maitre, n'out pas hesité i se joindre 3 M. M. les Plénipotentiaires des autres -
Cours signataires du Traité de Paris pour attester publiquement par -une
déclaration solemnelle leur désir d'accélérer I'époque od la cessation générale
£t absolue de la Traite des Negres pourra avoir lieu.

Draprés le méme principe ils ont eu dej4 I'honrecur dannoncer dans la con-
férence du 28 Janvier I'engagement qu'ils. veuaient de prendre au nom de 8.
A. R. dans un Traité avec Sa Majesté Britannique de défendre immédiate-
ment aux navires Portugais ce commerce sur toutes les Cotes de I'Afrique
situées au Nord dc I'Equateur; engagement beaucoup plus étendu que cclui
qui a &té pris par les autres puissances qui continuent encore la Traite. _ Les
Soussignés sc flattent d’avoir dans lc cours déla discussion qui a eu licu 3 ce
sujet entre M. M. les Plénipotentiaires, demontré jusqu’. 2 Vevidence les ob-
stacles qui empéchent S. A. R. le Prince Regent de Portugal de suivre pour
Textinction du systéme de la Traite une marche trop précipitée, qui détrui-
rait Ja prospérité naissante de Scs Etats ' Amiérique et causerait la ruine d'un
grand nombre de Ses Sujéts. Ils ont cependant deelaré dans la Conference
du 20 Janvier que le Portugal s'engageroit ainsi que I’ a fait 'Espagne 3 abolir
d¢finitivement la Traite des Esclaves au bout de huit ans, mais qu'ils étoient
forcés d'exiger toutefois comme une condition indispensable pour cette: abo-
Iition finale que Sa Majesté Britannique Se pretit de Son coté aux changemens
qu'ils ont proposés dans le systéine commercial entre le Portugal et la Grande
Bretagne, attendu que la prohibition que I'on a-cn vue doit nécessairement
eauser des variations.dans tout le systime commercial des Etats Portugais,

Aprés toutes ccs explications aussi franches que précises les Soussignés
esperoicnt avoir convainct: M. M. les Plénipotentiaires des hautes puis-
sances signataires du Traité de Paris, de Pimpossibilité o) se trouve S. A. R.
le Princc Regent de Portugal d’outre-passer, sans blesser les intéréts de Ses
Sujéts, les mesures qu'ils ont annoncées. Clest donc avec peine qu'ils ont
enteéndu dans la conférence du 4 de ce mois une proposition de S. Excellence
Milord Castlereagh tendante & faire entrevoir.qu'on se reservoit” d’'employer
d'autres moyens que ceux de la-négociation- pous engager Jes Puissances qui
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continucroient la Traité au deli de cing ans, & adopter forcément une mesure
qui ne peut jamais ¢tre demandée que comme un acte volontaire de toute

Puissance indépendante.

1is croyent de leur devoir de declarer en cette occasion que S. A. R.le

- ) . 4
Prince Regent de Portugal Se reserve (quelques soient Ses engagemens pre-

ecdens avee les autres Puissances qui défendroient chez elles I'introduction des

denrées colontales Portugaises) d'exercer une retaliation bien justifide, en’

srohibi.tant dans Ses Ktats deSon c6té I'importation des produits commerciaux
¢s nations qui auroicnt adopté A Son égard une mesure aussi inusitée.

Les Soussignés en profitant de cette occasion pourassurer L.S. E. 1. M. M.
~ les Plenipotentiaires des Puissances signataires du Traité de Paris de leur plus;
haute consideration, demandent que la présente déclaration soit transerite par
«entier dans le protocole des conférences de la commission.

- 'LE COMTE DL PALMELLA.
(Signés) :{A DE SALDANHA GAMA.
LJOAQUIM LOBO DA SILVEIRA.

{ Sizth Inclosure in No. 45.)—Transluiion.

' Vienna, February €, 1815.

‘The Undersigned Plenipotentiaries of His Royal Highness the Prince Re~
gent of Portugal ‘at the Congress, in conformity with the bencvolent and
liberal views of their august Master, have not hesitated to join the Plenipo-
tentiaries of the other Courts, signing parties to the Treaty of Paris, in pub-
licly attesting, by a solemnn declaration, their desire to.accelerate the period
wlhcn the general and absolute cessation of the traffic in slaves shall take

ace. :
P According to the same principles, they have alrcady had the honour to
announce, in the Conference of the £8th of January, the engagement which
they had just made, in the name of His Royal Iighncss, by a Treaty with
His Britannic Majesty, immediately to prohibit Portuguese vessels carry-
ing on this commerce on the coast of Atrica to the north of the Equator : An
engagement much more ‘extensive than that -cntered into by other Powers
who still continue the traffic. The undersigned flatter themselves that, in
the course of the discussions which have taken place on this subject between
the Plenipotentiaries, they have demonstrated to conviction the obstacles

which hinder IHis Royal Iighness the Prince Regent of Portugal from follow=

ing too precipitate a course in abolishing the system of this traflic, which
would destroy the growing prosperity of His Amcrican States, and cause the
ruin of a great number of His Subjects.” They liave, nevertheless; declared,
"in the confcrence of the 20th of January, that Portugal engages, as Spain
has done, to abolish definitively the tratlic in slaves at the end of cight ycars,
but that they are forced to exact, ‘as‘an indispensable condition “of this final
abolition, fthat His Britannic Majesty should, on Ilis part, comply with the
alterations which they have proposed in the'commercial system between Por-
tugal and Great Britain, since the prohibition in contemplation wust neces-

sarily cause alterations in. the whole commercial system of the Portugucse

States. _

After all these explanationis,” as frank as tliey are precise, the undersigned
hoped to have convineed the Plenipotentiavies of the Thigh Powers, signing
parties to the Treaty of Paris, of theimpassibility of His Royal Highness the
Prince Regent of Portugal to go beyond the measures: which they have an-
aounced, without hurtiug the interests of His Subjects. It was therefore with
pain that they hedrd, in the' Conférence of the"4th of this month, aproposi-
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tionof his Excelleney Lord Castlercagh, tending to establish % reservation tor
employ other means than those of negociation to engage those Powers who
should eontinue the traffic beyond five years, forcibly to adopt a measure-
which never can be demanded of an independent ‘State but as'a voluntary act.

~ They think it their duty on_this occasion, to declare, that Iis Royal
Highness the Prince Regent of Portughl reserves to Himself (whatever may
be His former éngagements with any other Powers who shall prokibit the in-
troduetion of Portuguese colonial productions irito their States) to.cxercise a
just retaliation, by prohibiting, on His side, the importation into His Domi-
nions of the commercial productions of those nations which - shall have
adopted, with respect to Ilin, so unusual a measure.

" The undersigned, in profiting by this occasion’ to’ assure- their Excels
lcncies the Pleunipotentiaries of the Powers, sighing partics to" the Treaty: of
Paris, of their bighest consideration, demand that the present declaration -
should be transcribied at length in the protocol of the Conferences of the com-

‘mission. ,
LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.
{Signed) {ADE SALDANHA GAMA.
JOAQUIM LOBO DA SiLVEIRA.
No. 46.
My Lorbp, ' Vienna, Iebruary 14, 1815,

I have thé honeur to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s’information,
copy of a note addressed to me by the Portuguese Plenipoteatiafics on the
11th instant, and of my answer to the same, '

I have, &c.

A (Signed) CASTLEREAGII.
The Earl Bathurst,
&c. &e. e

(First Inclosure in No. 46.)

 Vienne, ce 11 Fevrier, 1815.

Les Soussignés Plenipotentiaries de 8. A. R. le Prince Regent de Portugal,
ayant par plusieurs declarations officielles admis le principe de Tabolition
totale de la Traite pour le Portugal en huit ans, sousla condition expresse que
8.M. Britannique Sc preteroit de Son ebté 4 abolir le Traité de commerce du
19 Fevrier 1810, esperent de la franchise aves laquelle 8. Excellence Bilord
Castlereagh a conduit jasqu'd présent cctic negociation qu'il voudra bien
avant son depart leur laszer un Aocmnept'quc couvre {eur responsabilité, en
repondant par Cerit A cette uote qu'il w'aura pas de difficulié & poursnivre la
negociation sur - ces -deax bases avee les Ministres que 8. A.-R. le Prince
Regent de Portugal autorisera pour cet cfitt.

Les Soussignés saisissent avec empressement cacore-cette occasion pour
?ricr, S. E. Milord.Castlereagh d’agréer les assurances de leur considération

a plus distinguée. _
{LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.
(Signé) A DE SALDANHA DE GAMA.,
o JOAQUIM LOBO DA SILVEIRA,
8. E, Milord Castlereagh, :
&.c &c. §e.
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{First Inclosure in No. 46.)—Translation.

, _ Vienna, February 11, 1815,
The undersigned Plenipotentiaties from is Royal Highness the Princd
egent of Portugal, having, in several official declarations, admitied the

principle of the total abolition of the Slave Trade on the part of Portugal

in eight ycars, under the express condition that His Britannic Majesty would
consent, on His part, to anuul the Treaty of Comnierce of the 19th of Fe-

bruary 1810, hope, from the sincerity with which his Excellency Lord
Castlereagh has shewn throughout this negociation, that he will be good
enough, before his departure, to leave thein a Document which might cover
their responsibility, by giving a written answer to this note, that there will

be no objection to pursuc the negociations upon these two bases, with the
Ministers whom His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal shall

anuthorize for this purpose.

'The undersigned, &ec.

' ~ LE COMTE DE PALMELLA.
(Signed) {A DE SALDANIIA DE GAMA.
o , JOAQUIM LOLO DA SILVEIRA.

Viscourit Castlereagh.

&e. &e. &e.

(Second Inclosure in No. 46.)

Vienna, February 13, 1815.

The undersigned, Iis Britannic Majesty’s Principal Sccretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, and His Plenipotentiary atthe Congress at Vienna, has the
honour to acknowledge the note of the 11th instant, signed by the Ministers
of the Prince Regent of Portugal. I

The undersigned feels it necessary to preserve the course which his Court
may deem it necessary to pursue, for accelerating the abolition of the Slave
Trade, wholly unfettered by any conditions ; but he can have no (}dﬁculty in
assuring the Plenipotentiarics of His Royal Highness that he is not only
willing, but desirous of entering; on the part of his Government, without
delay, into the negociation of a new commercial Treaty, in the hope that an
arrangement may be framed more acceptable to the views of both nations.

The undersigned will experience the utmost satisfaction, s}xould he have the
good tortune to conclude, with the Plenipotentiaries of the Prince Regent of Por«
-tugal,, an arrangement which may induce the Portuguese Government to ac-
celerate the final abolition of the Trade in Slaves.

' o The undersigned, &c. &e.

‘ CASTLEREAGH.
The Portuguese Plenipotentiaries,
&C. &'0.. %‘C.

Piuted By R, @ Clacke, Canaon-Row.
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