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Copy of an ORDER of HIS MAJESTY in Council,
dated the 15th of Auguft 1805; made for prohibiting
the Importation of SLAV ES into any of the Settle-
ments, Iflands, Colonies, or Plantations, on the Continent
of America, or in the Weff Indies, which have been
furrendered to-His Majefty during the prefent War.

“At:the COURT at Weymouth,
(L. S.) .the 15th day of Auguft 1805; Prefent,
The KING’s Moft Excellent MAJESTY in Geuncil.

T is this day OrpErep, by HIS MAJESTY, with the Advice of His Privy
1 Council, That from and after .the firft day of December next, or upon the
publication of a Proclamation -to that effe&, within each Colony, it fhall not
‘be lawful, except by Special Licence .as hercinafter mentioned, for any Slave
or Slaves to be -landed.upon any of the Coafts, or imported or brought into any
of the Ports, Harbours, Creeks, or Roads, or within the Limits, J urifdi&tions, and
Territories of any .of the Settlements, Iflands, Colonies, or Plantations, on the Con-
tinent of .dmerica, or in-the Wefft Indies, which have been furrendered to His
Majefty’s Arms during the prefent War, until further Order, upen pain that all

‘Slaves fo landed, imported, or brought,.contrary to the true intent and meaning of

-this Order, together with the Veficls bringing in the fame, or from which the {ame
fhall belanded, and their Cargoes, -thall become forfeited to His Majetty, His Heirs
and Succeffors: BuT whereas it-may be expedient to-permit.the annual introduction
of alimited number of Slaves,under due regulations, for the purpofe of fupplying any
‘wafte that fhall take-place in the Bopulation on particular Eftates, from extraordinary
or unavoidahle caufes, and thereby of keeping up 'the cultivation of the Lands
.already cleared and cultivated ; IT 15 therefore Ordered, That any number of Slaves,
not exceeding three for every hundred of the-whole number of Slaves in the faid
‘Settlements, Hlands, Colonies, and Plantations refpetively (returns of the number
whereof fhall be made from time to time in purfuance of inftrutions to be tran{-
.mitted by one of our principal Secretaries of State) may be imported in each year
(provided cafualties to that extent fhall appear to have taken place in the preceding
year) under licences tobe previoufly granted by the'Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
-or Officer adminiftering the Government of the faid Settlements, Iflands, Colonies,
and Plantations, from any other of His Majefty’s Colonies in -the Weft Indies, into
the faid Settlements, Iflands, Colonies, and Plantations refpectively 3 uch Licence, or
a Copy thereof, to be produced by.the Mafter of the Ship on which® uch Slaves are
laden, as his authority for having Slaves on board deftined to the Stttlements, &c. as
aforefaid : Provided always, That, until the firft day of January one thoufand eight
hundred and feven, fuch Timited importation may be made from other places than
His Majefty’s Coloniesin the Weft Indies as aforef2id, and without its being necef-

‘ far§ for the Mafter of the Veflel, if met with at Sea, to producs the faid Liccnceéor a
4 ' . Lopy
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Copy thercof, as his authority for having the faid Slaves, deftined as aforefaid, on
board ; but fubje@ neverthelefs to fuch Licence being firft had and obtained as
atorefaid, before any Slaves (hall be permitted to be landed or fold from fuch Veffel
in any of the faid Sctilements. AND WHEREAS fpecial Inftructions will be
immediately tranfinitted by one of His Majety's principal Secretaries of State to the
Governors, Lieutenant-Governers, or Officers adminiftering the Government of the
faid Colonies, Scttlements, and Plantations refpectively, containing the regulations
proper for carrying this Order into effeCtual execution, dire&ting and empowering
them to grant Licences for the Importation of.iuch llml_ted number of btlaves as
atorefaid, fubje& to fuch Bagulations as in the faid inftructions will be provided:—
IT is His Mujelty’s further Order, That fuch Governor, Licutenant Governor, or other
Officer as aforefaid, thail be, and they zre hereby re{petively authorized and em-
powered to grant {uch Licences, upon fuch terms and conditions, and fubjec to
tuch Regulations, as, in cenformity to, and in furtherance of the objet of fuch
inftruions, may trom time to time be required 5 AND it is hereby further Ordered,
‘That the prohibition hereinbefore contained, thall not extend to prevent the import-
ing and landing of any Slavcs which fhall be imported into the faid Colonies, Iflands,
and Plantations, by Licence firft had, for importing the fame, under the Hand and
Seal of His Majelty’s Governor, Lizutenant Governor, or Officer adminiftering the-
~Government of the Colony, Scttlement, or Plantation,into which fuch Slaves are to
e imported, {pecifying the Ship or Veflel permitted to import the fame, in confor-
miity with the inflructions to be received from one of His Majefty’s principal Secre-
taries of State as aforefaid; but that all Slaves, except fuch Slaves as may form part
of the Crew of any Veflels, or may be Houfehold Servants to the paflengers therein,
which fhall be landed without fuch Licence as aforefaid, and without conforming to
fuch Regulations as fhall be contained therein, fhall, together with the Veffels
bringing the {fame, or from which the {fame fhall be landed, and their Cargoes, become
forteited to His Majefty, His Heirs, and Succeflors.

AND in cafe any Veflz] fhall contain more Slaves than the number permitted to
be imported in fuch Veflel by any fuch Licence or Licences, fuch number of the
moft valuable of the Slaves on board fuch Veflel (other than fuch Slaves as may
form part of the Crew of fuch Vefftl, or_may be houfehold Servants to the Paf-
fengers) as fhall be equal to the excefs beyond the number mentioned in {uch
Licence or Licences, fhall be forfeited to His Majefty, His Heirs, and Succeflors,
and fhall be fcleted and ditpofed of in {uch manner as may be in that behalf
directed by any inftructions from one of His Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State,
to be given to the refpeive Governors, Lieutenant Governors; or other Officers admi-
niftering the Government of fuch Colonies, Settlements, and Plantations as aforefaid.
AND 1t is hereby further Ordered and Provided, That nothing kerein contained

fhall be extended, or conftrued to extend, to the landing, importing, or bringing in

of any Slave or Slayes, from or by any Veflel, which, by ftrefs of weather, or by any
other peril, thall be driven on the Coaft of any fuch Colony, Settlement, or Plan-
tation, or compelicd to take refuge on fuch Coatt, or within the Creeks and Har-
bours of fuch Colonies, Settlements, or Plantations ; provided the Slave or Slaves
which thall be {o imported, landed, or brought in, as laft aforefaid, thall be exported
to fome place or places other than any of the Colonies, Scttlements, or Plantations
to which this Order applies, within ten days from the importation, landing, or

+bringing in of the fame, unlefs further detained by ftrefs of weather; or provided

the fame {hall, within fuch ten days, be fold under the Special Licence of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Officer adminiftering the Government of the
Colony, Settlement, or Plantation, where fuch Slaves may be, to fuch perfon or
perfons as, under the circumftances of his, her, or their cafes (which circumftance
{hall be inferted in fuch Special Licence) may, at the date hereof, be entitled to
obtain a Licence or Licences to import fuch number of Slaves as he, (he, or they
fhall, in and by fuch Special Licence or Licences, be permitted to purchafe : And
the Right honourable Vifcount Caftlereagh, one of His Majefty’s principal Secre-
taries of State, fhall give all neceffary directions herein accordingly.

And



I 3 1

ANDitis hefeby further Ordered and Declared, That One-third of e\lrery'Forfeiture |

avhich fhall accrue, in confequence of this Order, to His Majefly, His Heirs and
Succeffors, fhall be granted to the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or Officer ad~
miniftering the Government of the Colony;-and One-third to the party who fhall
inform and profecute for the fame.

AND it is hereby further ordered, That all fales of Slaves, imported after notice
being publifhed to that effett by the Officer adminiftering the Government of the
Colony, thall be made publicly, in the prefence of fome Officer of the Cuftoms,

and the returns thereof {hall be kept according to the Regulations which fhall be.

prefcribed for that purpofe, in purfuance of the Directions to be tran{mitted for

that purpofe by Vifcount Caftlereagh, as above-mentioned. AND the Right -

honourable the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Treafury are to give the
peceflary Dire&ions herein accordingly.

(Signed)

STEPH. COTTRELL.
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Copy of an ORDER of HIS MAJESTY in
Council, dated the 15th of Auguft 1805; made
for prohibiting the Importation of SLAVES
into any of the Settlements, Iflands, Colonies,
or Plantations, on the Continent of 4merica, or
in the Wef Indies, which have been furrendered
to His guwo»w during the prefent War,

Ordered to be printed 18 April 1806,
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