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PAPERS

RELATING TO THE

ABOLITION of the SLAVE TRADE:

VIgZ.

No, 1.—Note from Lords Holland and Auckland, to Meffrs. Monroe and Pinkney; dated Downing-
Street, 15th Oober 1806,

No. 2.—Extra& of a Difpatch from the Honourable D. M. Erfkine, to Lord Vifcount Howick;
dated Wafhington, 30th March 1807.

No. 3.—Copy of a Difpatch from Mr. Secretary Canning, to Lord Vifcount Strangford; dated
Foreign Office, 15th April 1807.

No. 4.—Copy of a Difpatch from Mr. Secretary Canning, to Lord Vifcount Strangford; dated
Foreign Office, 17th April 1808,

‘No. 5.—Copy of a Difpatch from Mr. Secretary Canning, to Lord Vifcount Strangford; dated
Foreign Office, 17th April.1808.

No. 6.—Extra@ of a Difpatch from Lord Vifcount Strangford, to Mr. Secretary Canning; dated
, Lifbon, 4th June 1807.

No. 7.—Extra@ of a Difpatch from Lord Vifcount Strangford, to Mr. Secretary Canning; dated
Rio de Janeiro, 30th September 1808.

No. 8.—-Copy of a Difpatch from Mr. Secretary Canning, to the Right Honourable J. H. Frere;
dated Foreign Office, 7th October 1808.

No. 9.—Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Vifeount Strangford, to Mr, Secretary Canning; dated
Rio de Janeiro, 7th June 1809; with one Inciofure.

No, 10.—Copy of a Difpatch from Mr. Secretary Canning, to the Marquis Wellefley; dated Foreign
Office, 8th July 1809.

No, 11._—-Memurandum ; dated Foreign Office, 26th March 1810.
No. 12.—-Memorandum; dated Foreign Office, 11th April 1810.

a

Ordered, by The Houfe of Commons, to be printed, 12th April 1810.

 

 

—No. 1.—

NOTE from Lords Holland and Auckland, to Meffrs Monroe and Pinkney.

Downing-Street, 15th O&ober 1806.
ORD Holland and Lord Auckland have the honour to inform Mr. Monroe and

Mr. Pinkney, that a joint Addrefs of the two Houfes of Parliament, was pre-
fented to His Majefty on Wednefday the 25th June 1806; befeeching His Majefty to
take fuch meafures as in his wifdom he fhall judge proper, for eftablifhing,’ by nego-
tiation with Foreign Powers, a concert and agreement for abolifhing the African Slave
Trade; and they cannot help expreffing their confidence, as it is their earneft with,

that Mr. Monroe and Mr. Pinkney will be difpofed to co-operate with them in the
moft cordial manner, for effe€tually promoting the objeés of that Addrefs.

 

—No. 2.—

Extra€&t of a DISPATCH from the Honourable D. M. Erfkine, to Lord
Vifcount Howick.

Wathington, goth March 1807.
‘The Laws that were paffed during the'laft Seffion of Congrefs, have notas yet been

printed. But there were only two that were particularly conneéted with His Ma-
jelty’s intereft; the Abolition of the Slave Trade, from the 1t of January 1808, and
the Act.

wee

—No. 3.—

Copy of a DISPATCH from Mr. Secretary Canning, to Lord Vifcount
Strangford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, 15th April 1807.
After the folemn and final decifion of the Legiflature of this Kingdom, with refpe&

to the Abolition of the Slave ‘Trade, in as far as His Majefty’s fubje€ts have been
engaged therein; it is extremely defirable that the principles of juftice and humanity,
bywhich the King and His Parliament have been a¢tuated on deciding in this important

204. meafure,
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meafure, fhould notbethwarted nor fruftrated bythe pertinacity ofother Powers, inallow-
ing their fubje€ts to continue this difgraceful Traftick. By the concurrence of ameority
of the principal maritime Nations of Furope, it has been prohibited, and His Majetty
cannot entertain the fufpicion, that taking the advantage of the legiilative exclufion of
Britith Subje€ts from this Trade, the Subje€ts of Portugal will be encouraged in the
profecution, much more in the extenfionofit by the countenance or protection of their
Government..

I have therefore to fignify to your Lordfhip His Majefty’s pleafure, that you omit
ne opportunity to reprefent to the Portuguefe Minifters, the general benefit that would
refult from the acceffion of the Government of Portugal, to the fulleft extent of the
meafures which the Britifh Legiflature, after the moft patient and laborious invefii-
gation, has finally determined to adopt, on a-queftion which has fo long interefted and
agitated the public mind in this and in every other civilized Country.

If, however, from any contracied, and (as there is no doubt that -it will prove to
be) miftaken policy, the Portnguefe Government fhould perfitt in allowing their
fubjeéts to profecute this Tiaflick, His Majefty has an undoubted -right to require
that: their commercial cperations fhould:be confined to the territories in Africa, which
the Portuguefe ‘Traders have hitherto been accuftomed to frequent, and fhould not be
extended tothe Traét of Coaft which His Majefty has determined to.abandon,and to
leave to the undifturbed pofleffion of its native inhabitants.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) GEO. CANNING,

 

—No. 4.—

Copy of a DISPAT CII from Mr. Secretary Canning, to Lord Vifcount
Strangford.

“My Lord, 17th April 1808.
The Portuguete Settlement of Biffas on the weftern coaft.of Africa, is in the midf

of a Territory in which the Slave Trade is now nearly difufed, and, from its fituation,
interrupts the progrefs of the endeavours which has been made of ‘late years, to afford
to, at leaft a confiderable portion of the Coaft of that Continent, a chance of improve-
mentand_repofe.

If your Lordthip fhould fee no immediate profpéé ofbeing able to obtain the affent
of the Portuguefe Government, to the principle which, by my other Difpatch on the
Slave Trade, you are dire€ted to inculcate; your Lordthip will endeavour to perfuade
the Portuguefe Government, even ifin other places the Slave Trade {hall ftill continue,
to abandon the Traffick in Slaves at this particular Settlement, (retaining whatever
other Commerce may belong to it), or to afccrtain-whether on any and what Condi-
tions the Portuguefe Governinent‘might be induced to cede it to HisMajefty.

lam, &c.
(Signed) GEO. CANNING.

 

—No, 5.—

Copy of a DISPAT.C II from Mr. Secretary Cunning, to Lord Vifcount
Strangford.

‘My Lord, Foreign Office, April 17, 1808.
‘Your Lordthip was inftruéted by me, during the laft year of your -refidence at

Lifbon, to make earneft reprefentations to the Portuguefe Government, on the fubje&
of the African Slave Trade.

I ftated on that occafion to your Lordfhip, the grounds on which‘it appcared to the
Britifh Government to be no lefsfor the intereft than for the honour of Portugal,
that fhe fhould not continue to maintain a Traffick as unjuftifiable as impolilic; pro-
duétive at once of fo much mifery to the Country, from which the-fupply of Slaves
is drawn, and of fo much infecurity to thofe into which they are imported.

If thefe’ confiderations were preffed upon the attention of the Portuguefe Govern-
ment, at a time when its South American pofleffions were only fecondary objeéts
of its folicitude, their importance is increafed ten-fold, now that Brazil is become
the Seat of the Monarchy, and when therefore to augment and itrengthen.the popu-
Jation of that Country, .i3 aconcern of the moft vital neceflity.

A continued importation of Negroes, capable neither of béing incorporated into
fue
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the clafs of the community, nor of imbibing any fentiment of attachmentfor’the.
Prince, muft contribute to weaken the general power of refiftance againft an Enemy,
to multiply the fources of ‘internal danger, and to check the prozrefs of valuable
improvement, and the growth of a native population. °

On the other hand, that article of produce to which the labour of Slaves is for the

moft part applied, and which it will probably be ‘contended by the Portuguefe

Government is not to be raifed by the exerticns of any other defcription of Labourers,

is unqueftionably that, from the cultivation of which the Brazilian Empire is likely to
derive the leaft part ofits permenent profperity, and ofwhich even the immediate
profit in the prefent ftate of the World, fcarcely repays the coft of it’s produttion.

With refpe& to Cotton, though raifed by the fame means,atprefent there is nothing
inthe nature of it’s Culture that fhould render the labour of Africans peculiarly
applicable to-it.

But whatever be the motives of immediate convenience, or the force of exifting
habits, the immenfe intereft which the Prince Regent has at {take in the permanent
-profperity of his Country, will, it is hoped, overbalance mere temporary confiderations,

and lead his Royal Highnefs to take fteps at leaft for the gradual difufe, and ultimate

-and notdiftant: Abolition of a ‘Trade fo difyracetul to human nature.

Your ‘Lordfhip is plainly to fignify.to the Portuguefe Government, that in any

freaty which fhall contain the final arrangement of the relations of the two Countries,

you will be inftru€ted to propofe an article for this obje&t ; and you will exprefs His

Majefty’s juft expe€tation, that fo long as that Trade fhall be continued by the Por-
tuguefe, they fhall at leaft abftain from furnifhing Slaves to other Nations, and fhall
forbear from any parts of the Coaft of Africa, to which Britith Ships have hereto-
fore been ufed to refort, and which by the benevolence and juftice of the Britith.

Legiflature have been delivered from thatvifitation.
Tam, &e.

Vifcount Strangford. (Signed) GEO. CANNING.

 

—No.6.—

Extra of a DISPATCH from Lord Vifcount Strangford, to Mr. Secre-
me,

tary Canning.

Lifbon, June 4, 1807.

T have lately had fome interefting converfation with M. d’Aranjo, on the fubjeé
‘of your Difpatch, No. 1.

He began by declaringhis ignorance of the precife wifhes of His Majefty’s Govern-

ment, relpe@ting the fteps to be taken by Portugal for the Abolition of the Slave

Trade. If His Majefty’s Government expeéted Portugal to annihilate, or even to dif-

courage that Trade, he had no difficulty in declaring, that fuch a meafure was utterly

impracticable at prefent; and that there were no means.of colleéting public opinion

in this Country, nor of rendering the Abolition fo generally popular as to make the

rights and intereft of Colonies a comparatively fmall confideration.

That thofe Colonists were in effeét the very perfons whom this Government feared

moft to difoblige; and finally, that England could afford to make experiments, which

would:prove deftruétive if hazarded by any other Nation.

He admired the philanthropy of His Majefty’s Government, but ‘he declared

frankly that he fhould be forry to imitate it.
He entered at great length into accounts of the a&tual ftate of the Portuguefe

Colonies, and endeavoured to prove that their very exiftence would be endangered

by the adoption of any new fyitem of cultivation, however plaufible and apparently

favourable to the -general interefts of humanity.

I do not repeat M. d’Aranjo’s arguments, becaufe I am perfuaded that His

Majetty’s Government will find nothing new in his mode-of treating the fubjeét.

But on the other hand, faid M. d’Aranjo, if Great Britain merely expeéts an

affurance that the Portuguefe Legiflature will not hold out improper and extraordinary

encouragement to the perfons concerned in the Slave Trade, thus taking undue ad-

vantage of-the legal incapacity of Britith Subje€ts to carry on that Traffick; if fhe re-

quires a promife that the Portuguefe traders will abandon that Tra& of Coaft which

His Majefty has determined to leave to the undifturbed pofteffion of its native inhabi-

stants, no helitation will be made to give fuch affurance, in any mode that may be

tcemed expedient. 1
z
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It is, however, he continued, to be diftin@ly underftood, _ that Portugal will
not forego’ the right which fhe undoubtedly poffeffes of providing her own Jolonies
with Slaves from other parts of her Dominions, and that theTraffick thereof is ftill to
be kept up at Cabinda, the fource from whence the Portuguefe Colonies are principally
fupplied.

 

—No. 7.—

Extra& of a DISPATCH from Lord Vifcount Strangford, to Mr. Secre-
tary Canning.

Rio de Janeiro, 30th September 1808.
My communications with the Portuguefe Government on the fubjett ‘of the

African Slave Trade, have affumed an official form, and fhall be dulylaid: before

“T dare not, however, flatter myfelf that my exertions on that mof interefting fub-
je& will be completely. fuccefsful.

I have fome reafon to believe that the Prince Regent would be contented to cede
the Settlement of Biffau to His Majefty, either in perpetuity or for a term ofyears,

I have not yet received any regular overtures on this matter, but fhould fuch a
propofal be made to me, I fhall not hefitate to take it “ adreferendum.”

 

—No. 8.—

DISPATCH from Mr. Secretary Canning, to the Right Honourable
J. H. Frere.

Foreign Office, 7th O&ober 1808,
Sir,

I enclofe to you a Copy of a Difpatch which I addrefs by His Majefty’s commandsto Lord Strangford, His Majefty’s Envoy Extraordinary and MinifterPlenipotentiaryto.the Prince Regent of Portugal, at the time of that Minifter’s departure for the
Brazils on the fubje&t of the Slave Trade, as conneéted with the Portuguefe
Dominions in South America.

So many of the circumftances and arguments ftated in this Difpatch apply alfo to
Spanith America, that I have thought it right to put you in poffeffion of them; and,though I am not to inftrué& you to bring forward at’ prefent any diftin& propofitionupon the fubje&t of the Slave Trade, I have yet to defire that you will keep that fub-je& fo far in your view, as to omit no favourable opportunity of explaining andenforcing the principles which have guided the conduét of the Britith Governmentupon it.

 

Tam, &c.
(Signed) GEO. CANNING.

—No. 9.—
DISPATCH from Lord Vifcount Strangford, to Mr. SecretaryCanning.
Sir, Rio de Janeiro, 7th June 1809.Tt has been reprefented to me, that the Mafter of a Britith Merchantman, whichfailed from this port fome time ago (bound to the River of Plate), having fallen in with.a Portuguefe African Trader, did attually purchafe Slaves on board of thatVeffel,and convey them in his own Ship to Buenos Ayres, where they were fold by him in aclandeftine and illegal manner.

In order to guard againft the recurrence of fimilar practices, I have taken uponmyfelf to infert a Claufe (of which a Copy is annexed) in the body of the Licencegranted by me in the name of the South Sea Company, to Britith Veffels tradingwith Spanith America, declaring that thefe Licences fhall become altogether null andvoid, in cafe it fhould appear that the Ships to which they had -been granted had,direétly or indire€tly, engaged in the Slave Trade, or in the conveyance of Slaves,fubfequently to the dates of the Licences,
I have, &c.

(Signed) STRANGFORD.
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Cincloture referred to in No. 9.)

Additional CLAUSE ‘inferted by Lerd Vifcount Strangford, in Licences
yea “a Pr . zoe ~ 34 -

granted to Briufh Ships trading to the Kiver of Plate.

Provided, however, that tie faid Ship or Vefel be not employed, dircélly or
‘Gndireéiiy, by her Owncrs or by others, in traflicking er tradiag in SJaves, or in the
tranfporting or conveying thereof; in which cafe the preient Licence is to ftand null
‘and void, and the faid Ship or Vetel is to become Hable to the pains and penaltics
enumerated in the faid Aét of: the ninth of Queen Anne.

No. 10.

Copy of a DISPATCHfrom. Mr. Secretary Canning, to the Marquis
Welletley.

Foreign Odice, 8th July 1809.
My Lord,

‘In my Difpatch, No. 8, to Mr. Frere, your Excellency will have obferved, that

1 tranfniitted to that. Minifter a Copy of a Difpatch to.Lord Strangford, His
Majefty’s Envey Extraordinary and Minifter Plenipotentiary to the Court of Prazil,
in which I fignified to Lord Strangford His Majelty’s conunands, that he fhoald
exert himfelf to procure the confent and co-operation of the Court of Brazil, to the
great work of abolilhing the ‘Trade -in Slaves; and that I recommended to Mr.

Frere to take any favourable opportunity of inculcating fimilar fentiments among
the perfons in authority in Spain, though of courfe without making any demand,
or requiring any formal pledge upon the fubje&.

I have now the fatisfaétion to inclofe to your Excellency the Copy of an Article in
a Treaty, which has been concluded* between Lord Strangford and the Portuguefe Note»~This Trea-
Government at Rio de Janeiro, in which your Excellency will find the principles which ty bas not yet been
His Majefiy was defirous of feeing adopted by his Aily, recognized to their fullratified,Having
extent, and confiderable hopes held out of their being at leaft gradually a&ted upon the Brazils with
by the Brazilian Government. fome alteratic 2.

Such an admiffion by .a Government which may be fuppofed to be fo much
‘interefted at the prefent moment in the continuance of a Trade interwoven with the
habits of their Subjeéts, and with the fyftem of cultivation throughout the Dominions
where the Court at prcfent refides, will furnifly your Exccllency with new topicks fer
urging the adoption of a fimilar policy by Spain, whenever a -fit opportunity-thall
occur for bringing that difcuflion forward.

I have the hcnour to be, &c.
His Excellency (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

Marquis Wellefley.

—No. bl.—

MEMORANDUM.

Foreign Office, March 26, 1810.
An Article upon the fubject ofthe Slave Trade has been inferted in the Brazil

Treaty, now under confideration, ftipulating for the adoption, on the part of the
Prince Regent, of meafures for effe€ting a gradual Abolition of that Trade througuout
his Dominions.

 

—No. 12.—

MEMORANDUM.

Foreign Office, April 11, 1810,
The following Article on the fubjet- of the Slave Trade, was inferted in the Ame-

rican Treaty, which was figned on the 31{t December 1806, by Lords Holland and

Auckland, and by Mefirs.James Monroe and William Pinkney, but was returned
from America not ratified.

204. Article 24.
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Article 24.

The high contraéting Parties engage to communicate to each other, without clay,
all fuch Laws as have been-or fhall be hereafter enaéted by their refpeftive Legifla-
tures, as alfo all meafures which fhall have been taken for the abolition or limitation
ot the African Slave ‘Trade; and they further agree to ufe their bett endeavours
to procure the co-operation of other Powers, for the final and complete Abolition of
a Trade fo repugnant to the principles of juftice and humanity.
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