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9. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell .. Dec. 31 Jan. 29 No emancipated negroes sent from
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Rear-Admiral Su' B.Wa1ker to the Secretary
to the Admiralty

Lieutenant McHardy to Rear-Admiral Sir
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King Catty. Not desirable to
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Capture of slaverby Her Majesty’s
ship “ anger.” .
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Capture of slaver by Her Majesty's
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“ Ville d’Aigues Mortes” visited by
“ ank"

Slaver captured by “ Flying Fish ”

Slave Trafle onWest Coast of Africa

“ Clarissa” boarded by “Ranger "

Slayer (558 slaves) capturedby He1
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132. ,, ,, .. July 5 Sept. 18 Introduction of slaves into Comoro
. 1 Islands by French agents for suh-

, sequent transfer to Nos Beh as-
free labourers .. . .. 176

133. ,1 ,, 1. . July 16 Sept. 18 Increase of Slave Trade'111Zanzibar 177
134. ,, ,, .. Sept. 15 .. Reciprocal right of. search within
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135. Lieutenant McHardy to the Secretary to the Nov. 13 rDec. 11 Murder of Lieutenant Fountaine . . 178

Admiralty
 

NORTH AMERICA AND WEST INDIA STATION.

1862 > 1862 '
136. Vice—Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary Mar. 8 Apr. 2 Capture of “ Laura” by “ Cadmus ” 184
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Class A.
 

CORRESPONDENCE

WITH

BRITISH COMMISSIONERS.

SIERRA LEONE.‘

No. 1.

Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—-(Received February 10', 1862.)

My Lord, . Sierra Leomr, December 31, 1861.
‘ I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that 110'- slaves have been

emancipated, and consequently none have been registered by the Courts of Mixed
Commission at this station, during the half-year ending this day.

' ' I have, &c.
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL.

 

., No. 2.

Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Earl RussellE—(Recei-ved February 10.)

My Lord, , Sierra Leone, January 2, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to transmit, ‘ herewith, to your Lordship a Return of

vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, Which have
been adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colonygduring the half-year
ending December 31, 1861, under the Act 2 and 3 Vice, cap. 73..

. I have, 8w.
(Signed) STEPHEN- J. HILL.

 

[57] Cmss A‘.  
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No. 3.

Her Majesty’s Judge-vto Earl Russell...—(Received May 12.)

My Lord, ‘ , Sierra Leone, April 1, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to, report to your; Lordship that M. Pio de Emperanza

and M. Narciso Perez Petinto, the. ne‘w‘lye-appointed. Jwigs and Arbitrator on the
part of Her Catholic Majesty in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice in
this Colony, took the usual oath of office on the 31st ultimo.

‘ ‘ . I have, Ste.
(Signed) G. SKELTON.

 

No. 4. ‘

Her Majesty’s Judge to Ehrerussell.—(Received August 11.)

My Lord, Sierra Léone, July 1, 1862.
. I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Return of the
only vessel captured onsuspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade,‘which has
been adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony, during the half-year
ending June 30, 1862, under the ,Act 2 and 3 Vick, cap. 73. ’

' , ‘ , I have, &C.
(Signed) , G. SKELTON.

 

 



I
n
c
l
o
s
u
r
e
in

N
o
;

4:
.

R
E
T
U
R
N

of
Ve
ss
el
s
Ca
pt
ur
ed

on
su
sp
ic
io
n
of

be
in
g
en
ga
ge
d

in
th
e
Sl
av
e
Tr
ad
e,

an
d
Ad
ju
di
ca
te
d
by

th
e
Vi
ce
-A
dm
ir
al
ty

Co
ur
t

at
Si
er
ra

Le
on
e,

fr
om

Ja
nu
ar
y

11
to

Ju
ne

80
,
18
62
.

 
St

at
ut

e
De

cr
et

al
pa

rt
u
n
d
e
r
w
h
i
c
h

W
h
e
t
h
e
r
pr

og
er

ty
c
o
n
d
e
m
n
e
d

_T
on
na
ge
,

af
S
e
n
t
e
n
c
e

h
a
s
b
e
e
n
so

(1
or

co
nv

er
te

d,
Se

nt
en

ce
,

w
a
s
pa
ss
ed
,

a
n
d
w
h
e
t
h
e
r
a
n
y
pa

rt
r
e
m
a
i
n
s
un
so
ld
,

R
e
m
a
r
k
s
.

En
gl

is
h.

w
h
e
t
h
e
r

or
a
n
d
in

w
h
o
s
e
h
a
n
d
s
th

e
Fo

rf
ei

tu
re

or
pr

os
ec

ut
io

n
pr

oc
ee

ds
re

ma
in

.
Re
st
it
ut
io
n.

in
st
it
ut
ed
.

N
“

o
‘

m
W
h
e
r
e

Pr
op
er
ty

ca
pt
ur
ed
.

se
iz
ed
.

R
u
n
e

of
V
e
m
l
.

Fl
ag
‘

of
Se
iz
or
.

Ma
st
er
.

‘uouvagpng‘pe am;

pawdwuzuua
ISQU-mfl WWI.

-aq pan) IaqxunN
‘panudua

sums 39 Jaqumn

‘aauawas go 9320;

'WB3° 349G

  

18
62

La
t.

‘
Lo
ng
.

18
62

B
a
r
q
u
e
,

ya
rd
s
a
n
d

W
.

H
.

A
n
d
e
r
s
o
n
,

a
n
.
,

J
u
n
e

5
..

.
..

.
U
n
d
e
r
19
th

se
c-

Fo
rf
ei
tu
re

..
.

2
8:

3V
ic
t.
,

T
w
o
a
n
c
h
o
r
s
,
1
8
f
a
t
h
o
m
ch
ai
n

ca
bl
e,

Ve
ss
el
eq
ui

p
e
d
f
o
r
B
l
a
v
e

sp
ar
e

C
o
m
m
a
n
d
e
r
of

H
.
M
.
8
.

ti
on

of
8

8n
ca
p.

78
1
fo
re
-y
ar
d,

lj
ib
-b
oo
rn
,
a
n
d
!
fi
g
u
x
e

T
r
a
d
e
:

a
d
n
o
pa
pe
r:

"
Fl
yi
ng

Fi
sh
."

DV
ic
t.
,

c.
89
,

h
e
a
d
t
a
k
e
n
ou
t
of

th
e
m
i
n
,
w
e
r
e

or
‘

co
lo
ur
s,

an
d,

it

61
0%
,‘
1;

to
ns

50
1d

b
y
au
ct
io
n

b
e
m
g

v
e
r
y
di
fic
ul
t
to

m
o
v
e

he
r,

sh
e

be
in
g

h
a
r
d

a
n
d

fa
st

o
n

a
m
u
d
-
b
n
n
k
.

sh
e
w
u

de
st
ro
ye
d
b
y
fir
e.

U
n
k
n
o
w
n

..
.

..
.
N
o
n
e

..
.
U
n
k
n
o
w
n

...
Ap
x.

15
Ri
o
Nu
ne
z.
..

...

SIERRA LEONE.

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
  
 

Si
er
ra
L'
oa
m‘
,
Ju
ly
],

18
62
.

’(
Si
gn
ed
)

‘
T
H
O
M
A
S
M
A
R
S
T
O
N
,

Re
gi
st
ra
r.



SIERRA LEONE. 5

No. 5.

Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.——(Received November 11.)

My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 30, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship my Report for the year

ending on this day, together with such informationrespecting the Slave Trade on
the West Coast of Africa as I have been able to procure.

During the above period no case has been brought for adjudication before any
of the British and Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony.

During the year three vessels have been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty
Court of this Colony under the Act of 2 and 3 Vict., cap. '73, all of them on the
ground of equipment. Of these vessels one was captured in the River Nunez, and
the other two in the neighbourhood of the Congo on the South Coast. ,

’ One native canoe, With 12 slaves on board, has also been condemned in the
Vice-Admiralty Court. This, however, was not a case of slave-trading. The canoe
in question, belonging to Mahometans of one of the neighbouring tribes,'can1e tot
Freetown in order to trade, having on board 1 man, 1 woman, and 10 boys,
domestic slaves, the property of the owners : the Harbour Master being made
acquainted With the fact that there were slaves in the canoe, seized her,,and she
was subsequently condemned, and the slaves emancipated'and registered. , ,

There have been no cases during the past year of natwe'canoesflcaptured whilst.
engaged in the transport of slaves through BritiSh waters within the jurisdiction
of this Colony. _ ' .

The Slave Trade during the past year has been almost entirely confined to the
Congo and its neighbourhood. No captures have been'made by Her Majesty’s
cruizers in the Eights of Benin or Biafra, and so far as Her’ Majesty‘s naval officers
are aware no slaves have been exported from any place within tho‘se Bights.

With respect to the Slave Trade on the South Coast, I have authority for
stating that during the past year there has been a decrease, as compared With the
previous year, but I do not‘possess any accurate infermation as to the cunmber of
captures which have been‘made by the squadron ; all the prizes taken on that part
of the coast, with the exception of the two to which I have already referred, having
been sent to St. Helena for adjudication. '

' I have, &c.
(Signed) G. SKELTON.

 

No. 6.

Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—-(Received December 13,)

My Lord, ‘ Sierra Leone, November 3, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Netherlands barque

“ Jane,” detained, by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Espoir,” Commander Douglas, on a
charge of being equipped for the Slave Trade, was brought before the British and
Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice in this Colony on the 1st instant. .

. There being no Judge or Arbitrator on the part of the Netherlands, the Lieu-
tenant—Governor of this Colony, Colonel William Hill,was SWOrn in on the above date
as Acting British Arbitrator, in order that the Court might be legally constituted
for the adj udication of the case. i

, I have, &c.
(Signed) ' G. SKELTON.

 

No. 7.

Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.-—(Received December 13.)

MY Lord, Sierra Leone, November 12, 1862.
. WITH reference to my despatch of the 3rd instant, reporting that Colonel

Wllliam Hill had been sworn in as Acting British Arbitrator in the British and
Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice, I have now the honour ’to inform your Lord-
ship that the functions of that office have devolved upon Major Blackall, the newly  
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appointed Governor of this Colony, Who arrived here on the evening of yesterday,

the 11th instant. His Excellency was accordingly sworn in as British Arbitrator

this morning, immediately after having taken the oath of office as Governor.
I have, &c. ‘

(Sigped) G. SKEL’I‘ON.

 

‘VNo. .8. ‘

Mr. Layard to Her Majesty’s Jnge.

Sir,- _> Farei Mn OfiCe, Décember 23, 1862.

‘WITH reference to your despatch dated the 3rd ultimo, reporting the arrival

at Sierra Leone ofthe Netherlands barque “ Jane ” in charge of a. 'prize-crew of Her

Mjesty’siship “ Espoir,” having been detained by the Commander of the “ 4spoir”

on Suspicion of being equipped for- the Slave Trade, I z‘Lm, directed by Earl Russell

to» transmit to you, for your information, the accompanying ccpy of a letter from

Mr. Beattie, the Acting British Consul at St. Jago de Cubafi‘e containing information

resPecting this vessel; ‘
I am also to- transmit to you copies of two despa‘tchesj‘ with inclosures, from

Her Majesty’s Consul at Rotterdam, reporting the resqlt of inquiries which he was

directed" to make respecting the “ Jane,” and the parties Iinterested in her.

‘ am, 8w.
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD.

 

mags, 1510.304; ' , ‘7 » .t‘ Ihiqués‘Lf'IGa‘ud m4;
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No. 9.

Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received January 29, 1862.)

My Lord, - Havana, December 31, 1861.
I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no emancipated.

negroes have been sent from this to Jamaica’du‘ring the present year.
I have,-&c.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 10.

Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge totEarl Russell.—(Received Mafch 3.)

My Lord, Havana, February 4, 1862.
I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a letter Which I have

received from Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu and Co., owners of the brig “ Castilla,” and
my answer thereto, relative to the payment of the amount awarded to them as
compensation for the capture and detention of that vessel by Her Majesty’s ship
“Barracouta,” in October 1860. ‘

And I have the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no claim has yet
been presented to the Court for compensation on behalf of the owner of the “ Lola,”
who died here, some time since, insolvent. ,

I have, 8m.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 10.

Messrs. Fewery Feliu Q 00. to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge.
(Translation.) .
Sir, ‘ ' Havana, January 30, 1862.

BE pleased to tell us if you have received instructions from your Government to pay us the 14,613 dollars
awarded to us by the Mixed Court of Justice at this place‘, by sentence dated the 17th of September, 1861, ,as
indemnity for damages, &c., in the cause followed out against our brig “ Castilla” for her unjustifiable capture
and detention. ' ‘

_ ' We remain, &c.
(Signed) FERRER Y FELIU 8: Co.

 

'Inclosure-2 in No. 10.

Her Majesty’s, Camwfiudm Judge to Megan. Fmér'y Felt?» (3- Ca.

Sirs, y. ‘ . Havana, February 1, 1862.
IN answer to your letter of the 30th ultimo (which ought to have been' addre§sed to Her Majesty’s

Commissary Judge), I'have to inform you that I have not yet received instructions from Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment authorizing the payment of the 14,613 dollars awarded to the owners of the brig “ Castilla,” in compensation
for her capture and detention by' Her Majesty’s ship "‘ Barracouta.” I' 8: , V ,

, , , am, c. -
' (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 



8 HAVANA.

No. 11.

Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—1-(Received June 28.)

My Lord, Havana, May 20, 1862.

THE official assignee on the bankrupt estate of the owner of the brigantine

“Lbla,” detained in October 1860 by Commander Wood, of Her Majesty’s steam.-

sloop “ Barracouta,” and sent to Jamaica in the first instance, presented his claim

on the 26th March, a copy of Which'I have the honour 01' inclosing herewith to your

Lordship, amounting to 16,430 dollars 22 cents. The Mixed Court having been

thereupon convened on the 23rd ultimo, awarded the eum of 14,899 dollars to the

claimant, and I have now the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of the

sentence of that date. As I have generally found to be the case With the present

Spanish Judge, Who has the advantage of understanding maritime affairs, having

been an officer in Her "Catholic Majesty’s navy, I found, DonJosé Manuel Espelius

perfectly just and reasonable in his deliberations and cenclusions, so that I found

little or no difficulty in striking off the objectionable items of the claim, and the

demurrage had to be increased, only 10L per day having been claimed; whereas

by the Schedule in the second paragraph of Article VII, Annex B, of the Treaty,

the allowance for the tonnage of the “ Lola ” (213 tons) is fixed at 111. sterling. '

In expressing my regret at the magnitude of these damages, I can only repeat

the observation which I did myself the honour of making to your Lordship on the

occasion of reporting the award in the case of the brig “ Castilla,” that they would

have been much less had these vessels not have been sent to Jamaica, and having,

unfortunately, been sent there, had there not been such. unaccountable delay in the

Court at that place.
The claimants in the case of the “ Castilla” have again applied to know

whether I have received your Lordshp’s authority t9) settle With them, having

brought that matter to your Lordship’s notice in my despetch 0f the 4th February last ;

End l'await the instructions your Lordship may be pleased to give me for payment

of the awards in both cases, respecting Which the parties are rather urgent.
’ I have, &C.

(Signed) ‘ JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 11.

CLAIM presented-by Don Antonio de la. Cruz Mufioz, as legal represel‘xtative. of the late Don José Ramon

Salazar, owner of the Spanish merchant-brig “Lola,” for damages, &c., on account of the seizure and

detention of the said vessel by Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Barracouta," Commander Wood, R.N.

viz ::—— ‘
5’ c. 4"? c.

1. For disbursements paid by Mr. John Hart at Jamaica, as per Ietter I

of 7th June, 1861 . . . . . . . . 566 75

For commission paid Mr. John Hart . . . . . . 200 0

For patties advanced for ship’s account by Mr. Joseph White, as

per account, 10th May, 1861 . . .. . . . 85 0

For amount paid by the Spanish Consul . . . . . . 20 0

For bottomry bond granted at Jamaica in favour of Don Juan

Hidalgo, for the sum of 1,573 dollars 47 cents and 15 per cent.

 

interest . . . . . 1,809 47

' ' —-— 2,681 22

For translation of sundry documents . . . . . . 30 0

For stamped paper and notarial expenses, 8m. . . . . 3,10 0

——-—-—— 340 0

2. For freight'and passage money which the vessel would have earned

on the voyage from ‘Matanzas to Gibara and back as per

charter-party, and as is justified by the previous voyage, viz.,

310 ho’gsheads sugar at 5% dollars, and 204 doIlars molre for

freight of sundries and passage money . . . . . . 1,909 0

3. For demurrage, the “Lola " being 213 tons; 230 days .at 101.

equal to,2,300l.: at 5 dollars . . . . . . . . . . 11,500 0

' ‘ ——-———————-

Total amount of claim I. . . . . ‘ . . 16,430 22'

Havana, March 26, 1862. y

, (Signed) ANTONIO DE LA CRUZ MUNOZ.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 11.

Award qfthe Mud Court quustz'L-e at Havana in the case qfthe Spanish brig “ Lola."

(Transiatiom) , Havana, April 23, 1862.
IN view of the representation, account, and certificates presented by Don Antonio de la Cruz Munoz, ofl‘icial

assignee of the estate of the late Don José Ramon Salazar, owner of the Spanish brig “Lola,” claiming the
indemnity Which is due to him by virtue of the sentence pronounced on the Ist of June last, in the case of the
seizure of said vessel by Her Britannia Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Barracouta ;"

Considering that the indemnity claimed in the first five items of the account presented, amounting to the sum
of 2,681 dollars 22 cents, is not admissible, because as shown by the vouchers exhibited, and which shall be
returned to their owner, it is made up' of the expense of maintaining the crew, and of other charges not
specified in the VIIth Article of Section. II, Letter A, of Annex B, and which are, moreover, included and
indemnified by the payment of demurrage, the said claim is declared to be null;

Considering legal the claim which is made in accordance with the same Article, for the sum of 340 dollars
for expenses incurred in defending the brig “Lula" at Jamaica,‘ the Commander of Her Britannia Majesty's
steamer " Barracouta,” Mr. William Wood, or failing him, his Government, is declared responsible for the
payment thereof ;

Considering also, in accordance with the dispositions of the afore-mentioned Article, Letter 13, the payment
of 1,909 dollars, claimed for the freight which the brig “Lola ” would have earned on the voyage upon which
she was seized, it is declared that said sum ought to be paid‘ by Commander Wood or by his Government ;

Considering, finally, that demurrage is due to the brig “ Lola,” according to the stipulations of the Article
and paragraph before-mentioned, it is hereby allowed at the rate of Ill. sterling per diem, which corresponds to
the vessel, her measurement being 213 tons; as has been certified, making at 5 dollars to the ll. for the 230 days
of her detention, the sum of 12,650 dollars, for the payment of which the said Commander Wood is responsible,
and which added to the other lawfully admittedplaims, forms a total of 14,899 dollars to be paid to Don Antonio
de la Cruz Mufioz, as legal representative of the heirs of the estate of the late Don José Ramon Salazar, by Her
Britannia Majesty’s Government, in terms of the latter part of Articles V and VII of Annex B to‘ the existing
Treaty.

(Signed) JOSE MANL.’ ESPELIUS.
JOS. T. CRAWFORD. ~ ' >
L. CRISTOBAL VALDEZ Y BAVENT, Secretary.

 

No. 12.

Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge.

Sir, , Foreign Ofice, August 13, 1862.
WITH reference to Mr. Crawford’s despatch dated the 20th of May last, I have

to acquaint you that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury .are
prepared to pay to Don Antonio de la. Cruz M‘ufioz, as legal representative of the
heirs of the owners of the Spanish brig “ Lola,” .the amount awarded to them by
decision of the Mixed Commission Court at the Havana, as Compensation for the
seizure and detentiOn of the “ Lola,” by the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship
“Barracouta,” on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade.

I have accordingly to authorize you to draw a bill at thirty days’ sight on the
Lords Commissioners of Her , Majesty’s Treasury, payable to , the order of Don
Antonio de la Cruz Mufioz, for the equivalent in sterling at the exchange of the day
of the sum of 14,899 dollars, together with interest at the rate of 5 per cent. on that
sum from the date of the award of the Mixed Commission Court to the day on which
you hand him the bill. , '

You will take a receipt in duplicate from Sefior Mufioz, one of which you will
retain in the archives of the Commission, and the. other you will forward to this
Department. ,

I am, &c. y ,
(Signed) RUSSELL. ‘

 

, N0. 13;

Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—-(Received August 29:)

My Lord, ‘ . Havana, July 21,_ 1862.
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

of the 18th ultimo, acquainting me, with reference to Mr. Commissary Jud'ge Craw-
ford’s despatch of the 4th of February last, that the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majesty’s Treasury are prepared to pay to Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu and C0,, the
owners of the Spanish brig “ Castillav,” the amount awarded to them by decision of
the Mixed Commission Court here, as compensation for the seizure and {detention

' CLASS A.
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of their vessel by the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship "‘Barracouta,” on. suspicion

of being engaged in the Slave'Trade, and instructing me how to prov1de for the

said payment. . _ 'V _ _

In obedience to your Lordship’s directions, I_ have this day drawn a bill at

thirty days’ sight on the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s. Treasury, Payable

to the order of Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu and Co., for the sqm of 3,1721. 83., being the

amount of the award (3,044l. 7s. 6d.), together With intei‘e'st thereon,rat the rate of

5 per cent. from the 17th of September last to this date (1281. Os. 6d.); and I have

taken a receipt in duplicate from Messrs. Ferrer y Feliu and 00., one of Which I

have placed in the archives of the Commission, and the other I have the honour of

transmitting herewith. .
I have, 8m.

(Signed) JpHN V. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 13.

Receipt.

I, THE Undersigned, Don Antonio Ferret y Feliu, head partner of the firm of Ferrer y Feliu and Co.,v of

.this city, merchants, owners of the Spanish brig “Castilla,” do hereby acknowledge to have received from

Her Britannia Majesty’s Government, by the hands of John Vincent Crawford, Esq., Her Majesty’s Acting

Commissary Judge in the Mixed Court of Justice established at this place "under the Treaty of June28, 18.35,

between Great Britain and Spain, for the abolition of the Slave Trade. the sum of 3,17%. 8.5-. sterling, belng

in full of the amount awarded to my said firm by decision of the said (Pourt, dated September 17th last, as

compensation for the seizure and detention of the “ Castilla,” by the Commander of Her Britannia Majesty’s

ship “ Barracouta," on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, together with interest thereon up to this

date.
Havana, July 21, 1862.

Por Ferrer y Feliu & Ca., v
(Signed) ANTONIO FERRER Y FELIU.

 

No. 14.

~Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Earl Russellar—(Received October 30.)

(Extract) Havana, September 30, 1862.
IT would be very gratifying if I could relieve the monotony of the Annual

Report upon the Cuban Slave Trade, by having it in my power to notice an
ii‘nprovement in the conduct of Spain With regard to the abolition of that infamous
raffic. .

I regret, however, to be obliged‘to report to your Lordship that there appears
to be as little disposition now on the part of that Government to fulfil its obliga-
tions under the Treaty of 1835, as there has been up to the present period.

By the inclosed statement; your Lordship will notice that the number of slaves
landed in Cuba during the last twelve months was 11,254, which‘compares favour-
ably with previous years, the importations in 1858 being 16,992; in 1859, 30,473;
in 1860, 17,877; and in 1861, 23,964.

This decrease is not to be attributed, however, to the vigilance of the Govern—
ment, but to the increased difficulty of obtaining any reliable information relative to
the Slave Trade, as large cargoes are brought to the uninhabited cays both north
and south of the island, and are there transferred to small coasting craft, which
convey the negroes in small‘lots to different places on the coast, and land them
without attracting attention, every impediment Which might be in the way having
been removed by collusion with the local authorities.

A few captures have been occasionally made by the Spanish cruizers, and
although positive ordei's have been issued at Madrid to pay the bounty or prize
money to the captur'ers, I understand that either from the exhausted state of the
Treasury here, or from some other reason, the money has not been paid (at least it
was not so a short time ago), and the consequence is that the Spanish naval
officers are disheartened, and more than one has been heard to say that from
henceforward slave-vessels may pass them Without molestation. _

The events which are now taking place on the neighbouring Continent, and
the Proclamation of President Lincoln declaring the freedom of all the Slaves in
the “ Confederate ” States, are creating the greatest alarm here, although the
Proclamation is considered a dead letter as regards its application in a territory
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over which Mr. Lincoln has no control ; and I have no doubt that they will have

the effect of hastening the determination of the Spanish Government respecting the
gradual emancipation of the slaves in this island—a subject which, I am credibly
informed, now occupies their serious attention.

The mortality in the Island of Cuba is so great, averaging 11 per cent. per
annum for the whites and 6 per cent. for the coloured races, that immigration
must be resorted to in order to keep up the population, and the Government is
perplexed howto act. The tenacity with Which Spain adheres to'her antiquated
iaws and restrictions, and her refusal to consider her Treaties with other countries

as extending to Cuba, or to her other possessions beyond sea (“ultramar”), preclude
the chance of any voluntary emigration of Europeans or the whites of other
countries to this island, and it is extremely difficult to see by what means labour

is to be supplied for the agricultural necessities of Cuba.
The Government does not appear to favour any further importations of

Chinese, and unless such importations were carried on with the same restrictions,

and in the same manner as theemigratiOnto Demerara,-and with a proper regard

to a. fair proportion of females being sent, I do not think that Cuba would gain by
such a colonization. . 7 ,

A project has been on foot for some time past to attempt theintroduction of
free negroes from Africa, and the Government has taken theopinion of some of the
most intelligent planters on the subject. I understand that they have been almost
unanimous in deprecating the idea, and in declaring the infeasibility of such a
Ian. :

p Independent of the deceit androguery which would take place (similar to that

which is now ractised With the poor emancipados, Who are put in the room of

deceased slaves , it would be impossible to carry on free labour and slave labour on
the same estate, With people who have as much right to their liberty the one as the
other, belonging to the same race, and perhaps to the same tribe. '

 

lnclosure in No. 14.

STATEMENT of the Number of Slaves Landed, and proportion Captured in the Island of Cuba, from October 1,
1861, to September 30, 1862.

 

 

 

 

   

Slaves; _ . y .
Date. Where Landed. Vessel. ' Remarks;

Landed. Captured. , - » v

1361 v ' ’ ‘ - ' ' ’

October Isle of fines 300 Unlmown... i Some of these negroes were taken to Calabazal, where
. they were sold. ' ~ '

,, , Yaguabo (Puerto Principe) ... 400 Ditto ... ... Taken to the estate Gunlcammar.

Nov. 19 Near Muzanfllo ... 750 Screw steamer. ‘ . - _, .

Dec. 8 Camarioon 200 173 Bflgantine Taken to the estate Bosan‘o and detained there, but

1862 ‘ ' afterwards released.

January Trinidmi 380 ... Brigantine, name unknm. . ‘

,, 15 Near Jardinillos 281 281 American briguntme M... Oapturefl by Spanish gun-hoat “ Venadito.”

Match . Jardinillos ... 450 . ... Unknown...’ Landed at various places in schooners.

April Ensenmin de Cochinos 650 Ditto ' This cargo consisted of Congo negroes. A large portion
wet}? taken to Naming and sold there at 561 dollar:

June Judinillos 1.200 Scrersteamer “Noe Daqui” Landed in coasters at various places. The vessel went
' ' _ to the coast of Honduras to refit for another voyage.

,, 12 Le Mulata (Bahia Honda) ... ‘750 ... American barqne “ Virginia Ann” Taken to estate Buena Vista. _

June Sierra Morena. . 620 Spanish brig. _ . ‘

July Cayo Cuco (Puerto Prineipe) . V 700 American barque “Oregon” (1’) Taken to Yayabacpa. 7 .

,, 15 Jalmnnito (Mariam) 460 ‘ , Unknown t Tins largo was seized by the Chief of Pelice at the estate
Toledo, about ten miles from Havana,but was released,

. and it is reported that an immense deal of bribery wag
done on the occasion.

Aug. 13 Jardinillos 1,400 .;. Screw steamer ... Thiq vessel asaed St. Iago de Cuba on the 11th A r,
Without a owing hervcolours, am! is reported to an

8,441 454. received her orders at Point Berracos.

Add one-thitd . 2,813 151 v ‘ V

Total ... ... ... 11,264: 605    
Havana, September 30, 1862; ‘ ' V '

, , ‘ (Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD, Acting C'ommissmy Judge.
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

 

No. 15.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russellr—(Receiyed January 2, 1862.)

(Extract) Cape Town, November 8, 1861.

WE have the honour to inclose to your Lordship Reports of the cases of

twenty-two dhows, adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Co‘rurt of this Colony on» the

5th instant. Of these vesSels, eighteen were taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,”

and four by Her Majesty’s ship “ Sidon.” On these qaptures condemnation was

decreed.
 

Inciosure in No. 15.

Report of Cases in the Vice-Aclmiralty Court,‘ November 5, 1861.

1. A dhow, 89 tons, name 'and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’e ship “ Lyra. ” on the 20th March, 03'

Kokoiony. Upon examination she was found to be completely fitted for the Slave Trade, without any papers or

colours, with a. crew of fifteen men apparently Joasmee Arabs. .

2. A dhow, 88 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” on the 22nd March

last ofi' Wasseen, with 99 slaves on board, without any papers or colours, anti only 2 of the crew on board, the

remainder having escaped to the shore when boarded.
Three of these slaves, two boys and one woman, were handed over to Her Majesty's Consul at Zanzibar,

two deserted on the. night of capture, and four died on board ; the remaining ninety were conveyed to Seychelles in

the “ Lyra,” and on the 15th of May were delivered over to the Civil Commissioner at that Settlement.

3. A dhow, 22 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” on the 25th March, off

the nerth-west of Zanzibar. When boarded four negroes, three males, and one woman were discovered below, who

stated that they had been kidnapped by the crew of the dhow, and were being taken to be sold as slaves at

Wasseen.
She had neither colours nor papers, and a. crew of fifteen men.

One of the slaves deserted at Zanzibar, the remainder were conveyed in the “ Lyra ” to Seychelles and handed

over to the Civil Commissioner.
4. A dhow, 64 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra ” on the 27th March,

between Wasseen and Tonga; she was found to be fully equipped for the Slave Tratie, with a crew of 12 men,

Joasmee Arabs, with no colours or papers. '
5. A dhow. 116 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “.Lyra ” on the lat April in

Zanzibar harbour. This vessel was equipped for the Slave Trade with a crew of 14 men, who stated that they

were Beloochees and bound to the Persian Gulf, although no colours or papers were produced.

6. A dhow, 68 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majestyis ship “ Lyra ” in Zanzibar harbour

on 3rd April, with 103 slaves on board, without any papers or colours, and only one of her crew remaining on board

the rest having escaped to the shore when boarded.
One hundred of the slaves were delivered over to the Civil Commissioner at Seychelles, and of the remaining

three, one escaped on the night of his capture and two died on board the .“ Lyra." ‘

7. A dhow, 70 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her MajestY's ship “ Lyra. ” on the 6th April in

Zanzibar harbour 5 on being searched she was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with neither colours nor papers,

and a crew of fourteen men, chiefly Arabs, who were landed on the mainland.

8. A dhow, 116 tons, name and master unknown, captured on the 8th of April in English passage adjoining

Zanzibar harbour. Commander Oldfield being in the gig of the “ Lyra” when the dhow was first observed,

attempted to board her, whereupon the dhow fired into the gig, which fire the gig’s crew returned and commenced

chase. After a running fight of about twenty minutes, the dhow having neared the land the crew jumped overboard

and swam to the shore. Upon being boarded she was found deserted, with no colours or papers, and thoroughly

equipped for the Slave Trade.
9. A dhow, 77 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra " on the 11th April, in

Zanzibar harbour, with three slaves on board, three children, who stated that they had been kidnapped by the crew;

she had neither colours, papers, new crew, the latter having been removed by his Highness the Sultan.

The children were taken on board the “ Lyra,” and subsequenfiy conveyed to the Seychelles and handed over

to the Civil Commissioner.
10. A dhow, 108 tons, name and master unknown, taken on the 11th April in Zanzibar harbour, without

any papers, colours, or crew, and found thoroughly equipped for the Slave Trade.

11. A dhow, 119 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” on the 12th April,
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in Zanzibar harbour; she was without colours or papers, and fully equipped for «the Slave Trade, with a crew of
twenty-five men, chiefly Arabs, who were removed to .the shore. .

12. A dhow, 99 tons, name and master unknown, taken on the 12th April in Zanzibar harbour. She
had a crew of eighteen men, who were removed to the shore, was fu1ly equipped for the Slave Trade, and without
any colours or papers.

13. A dhovr, 102 tons, name and master unknown, taken on the 12th April, in Zanzibar harbour. She was
found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, without any colours or papers, and a crewvof fifteen men, who were put
on shore at the time of capture. '

14. A dhow, 101 tons, name and master unhnown,-taken on the 13th April in 'Zanzihar'harbour.. She had an
Arab crew, who were ‘also put on shore; but no papers or colours, and was fitted for the Slave Trade.

15. A dhow. 89 tons, taken on the 13th April in Zanzibar harbour, vwithtno acrew, colours, or papers, but
equipped for the Slave Trade. ' ‘ '

These last seven were captures at the request of His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, who sent an ofiicer on
board the “ Lyra," who accompanied the ship's boats to point out the dhows ‘in ‘the 'hai‘hour which His Highness
wished to surrender. ‘

16. A dhow, 165 tons, name and master unknown. This vessel was taken :on the 14th April while ’at
anchor in Port Cleak by the “ Lyl'a’s” gig, under command of Lieutenantxde Wahl, ,thenvcruizing in Pemha
Channel. Upon being searched she was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with no papers or colours, and
only part of her crew, fourteen in number, on board, the remainder being-on shore. During the search the crew
of the dhow, being encouraged by the smallness of the captor’s force, rose upon them, seized their arms, and
commenced an attack. During the fight, Lieutenant de Wahl received two. severe sabre-cuts, one on each arm,
but he and his men, after killing several of their assailants, drove the rest overboard.

17. A dhow, 164 tons, name and master unknown. This vessel was observed by Her Majesty’s ship
“ Lyra,” when at anchor off the town of \Vasseen, creeping along the coast of the mainland, and upon a. gun being
fired to bringr her to she changed her course, and after a. long chase ran on shore: when boarded she was found
deserted by her crew, with neither papers nor colours, and 17S} slaves on board, '1 heavily fettered. These slaves
stated that when the crew deserted the dhow, they carried'ofl" 35 slaves to the shore. ’

The slaves found on board, excepting 1 woman who died on the voyage, were also handed over to Captain
Wade, the Civil Commissioner at the Seychelles. ' t

18. A dhow, 203 tons, name and master unknown, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra ” on the 14th April
in VVasseen harbour. When boarded she was found deserted by her crew, and fullygequipped for the Slave Trade,
without papers or colours. v ' V ’ ’ “ _ >

19. A dhow, 165 tons, name and nation unknown, taken by Her 'Majesty’s ship “.Sidon,” in Bemhatooka
Bay, on the 13th August last. This vessel at the time of capture had a crew of three persons, who subsequently
escaped to the shore. 'She was fui‘ly equipped for the Slave Trade, and, from the dirty state she was in, had every
appearance of having recently landed a. cargo of slaves. - I

20. A dhow, 77 tons, taken by Her Majesty’s ship “ Sidon ” on the 10th September last, name and nation
unknown, off the town of Angoxa, and found fully equipped for the Slave Trade. ’ ‘ ' . ,

21. A dhow, 73 tons, name and nation unknown, taken by Her Majestyzs ship “:Sidon” oh the 10th of
September, off the town of AngoXa, and found fully equipped for the Slave Trade.

22. A dhow, 100 tons, name and nation unknown, taken by Her Majestyis ship “ Sidon,” off the town of
Angoxa, on the 11th September, and found fully equipped for the Slave Trade. V

These dhows were all destroyed at the time of capture on being feundunseaworthy and unfit for a voyage to
any port of adjudication.

 

. No. 16. .

Her Majesty‘s Commissioners, to Earl .RuSSellQ—(Receiued February 22.)_

My Lord, , Cape TowntJanuary 3, 1862.
WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has been adjudi-

cated by the Mixed Commission of which we are members, during-the halftyear
ending December 31, 1861. A ' 7 7

We have, &C.
(Signed) GEO. FRE‘RE

FREDER‘IC 1R, SURTEES. ,

 

No. 17.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners toEurl Russellr-(Received February 22.)

My Lord, v Cage Town, Janum'y 3, 1862.
IN pursuance of the instructions given 17 us in the Earl of Aberdeen’s despatch

of the ‘20th February, 1843, by which we are directed to transmit, at the close
of each year, a “detailed Report of the judicial proceedings of this Mixed Commis-
sion, we have the honour to report that no case has been adjudicated by the Court
during the year’ ending December 31, .1861. ‘

_ We have, 8m. '
' (Signed) 'GE'O. FRERE.

"FREDERIC R. 'SURTEES. '
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‘No. 18.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(cheived February 22.)

My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1862.

WITH reference to instructions given to us by the Earl of Aberdeen’s despatch v

of February 20, 1843, to transmit to the Foreign Office at the end of each year a

certified copy of the register of slaves emancipated b? sentence of this Commis-

sion, we have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no vessels with slaves

on board have been brought before us during the year ending December 31, 1861.
. We have, &C. ,.

(Signed) GEO. FRERE.
FREDERIC R. SURTEES.

 

No. 19.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.——(chei~ved February 22.)

My Lord, Cape Town, January 17, 1862.

WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordshirly a Report drawn up by the

Mixed Commission of which we are members, in compliance with the provisions of

Article XI, Annex B, to the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and

Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in S1aves,ire1ating,——

lst. To the cases Which have been brought before the Court for adjudication.

2nd. To the state of the liberated negroes. .
3rd. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical

education of the liberated negroes. ‘
We have also the honour to inform your Lordship that our Portuguese

colleagues are about to transmit a duplicate original of the Report to the Govern-

ment of His Most Faithful Majesty.
We have, &C.

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. ,
FREDERIC R. SURTEES.

 

lnclosure in No. 19.

Annual Report qf the Mixed C'emmissiqn.

IN pursuance of Article XI, Annex B, to the Treaty concluded on the 3rd July, 1842, between Great

Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Traflic in Slaves, by which it is stipulated that the Mixed
Commissions shall transmit annually to each Government a Report, relating,—

Ist. To the cases which have been brought before them for adjudication.
2nd. To the state of the liberated negroes. ‘
3rd. To every information which they may be able to obtain respecting the treatment and the progress made

in the religieus and mechanical education of the liberated negroes.
The Undersigned, Members of the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope, have the

lfinPur to report'to’ the Go'vernment of Her Britannic Majesty, and to the Government of His Most Faithful
a1esty,--—

.lst. That one case, that of the Portuguese dhow, “Flor de Cabaceim,” was brought before this Mixed
Commission on the 30th December, 1861, and that the adjudication of the case had not terminated at the close of
the year 1861. .

2ud1y and 3rd1y. That no negroes have been emancipated by Decree of this Mixed Commission since its
establishment. , ,

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. AL. DUPRAT.
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. EDUARDO A. DE CARVALHO.

WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar.
Mixed Bfihleh and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, January 17, 1862.

 

No. 20.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.——(Recez'vecl February 22.)

My Lord, Cape Town, January 18, 1862.
WE have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, our Report

upon the case of the Portuguese launch “Flor de Cabaceira,” captured by Her
Majesty’s ship “Penguin,” and acquitted, without costs and damages against the
captor, by award of this Court on the 4th instant.

The cause of detention lay principally in the presence of eleven natives found ‘
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on board, who it was assumed were slaves 3 the crew, eleven also in number
according to m‘uster—roll, being supposed to have escaped in a boat about the time
of capture. No one could testify to having seen any boat leave the vessel from the
moment she was first sighted up to capture, and on investigation the Court had
every reason to believe that the eleven natives found on board were really the
crew.

In this case the captor failed to bring before the Court any of the persons
found on board, except two negro boys, the remainder of the crew, nine in number,
having escaped when landed in Rovooma Bay for the benefit of their health, and to
assist in procuring wood for the capturing vessel. '

In like manner, with the exception of two pair of shackles, none of the articles
of equipment alleged against the vessel were produced, nor any survey or inventory
thereof, such as would enable the Court to ascertain the correctness of the captor’s
opinion as to them ; and the vessel herself, with the little cargo she had on board,
being judged worthless, was destroyed by fire. ,

Some evidence of a hearsay nature was given by a krooman belonging to the
capturing ship, as to- a statement made by one of the negroes found on board, that
the vessel was engaged in the Slave Trade, and had been left by her crew at the
commencement of the chase; and one of the officers of the “ Penguin,” who was on.
detached service at Ibo, at the time of the capture, made affidavit of certain
conversations with the Governor of that Settlement tending to throw suspicion upon
the vessel. . V . I

On the other hand, the ship’s papers, which were all in regular order, and other
documents belonging to the owner, tended to prove that she was in the prosecution
of a legal trading-voyage to Arimba, near Ibo, where her owner had a small trading
establishment ; and the statement made by the two lads showed that the men found
on board were the same shipped at Mozambique, and not, as suggested by the
captors, part of a cargo of slaves. ,

The Court came to the Conclusion that the weight of evidence was decidedly in
favour of the vessel, and pronounced that, although the circumstances were such as
to justify her detention, the captors had failed to establish a case for condemnation,
and decreed accordingly. ’ , - ‘ >

We think it is to be regretted that vessels detained 'under this Treaty, which
cannot be brought before the Court, should be destroyed, unless when positively
unavoidable. It would be better for both parties interested that such vessels should
be made over to the nearest Portuguese authority, with whose assistance a survey

, of all that the captors think suspicious could be obtained, and in 'wh0se custody
vessels and goods might remain until the decision of the Court is known.

The endeavour made by this little vessel to avoid'capture, and the escape of'
those taken on board, when landed at’Rovooma, were, perhaps, to some'extent,
facts calculated to create suspicion, but they may be accounted for on other grounds
than those of guilty fear. a , __ a

The non-compliance with the IVth Article of Annex B of the Treaty with
Portugal, which stipulates that those on board detained vessels should be taken to
the port of adjudication, has caused, in this as in other cases, much complaint on
the part of our Portuguese colleagues; and we would observe; for ourselves, that
Annex B speaks of the examination of two or three of the principal individuals on
board as “ enabling the Court to judge and pronounce whether suspected vessels
have been justly detained or not,” without giving the power to elicit such testi—
mony ; therefore, the captors do not leave the Court in a position to decide equitably,
or, at any rate, in a full and satisfactory manner. , _' ' ' V ‘

. We have, «Ste. ,
(Signed) GEO. FRERE.‘

‘ FREDERIC R. SURTEES;

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 20.

Report qf'the Case 13fthe Portuguese Dhow “ Flor de Cabaceira.”

ON the 30th December, 1861, the following papers were brought into Court by the Admiralty Proctor, who
appeared for the captors :— - ' * ’ '

1. An affidavit made December 30, 1861, by John George Graham McHardy, Lieutenant Commanding
Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,” setting forth the detention and destruction of the Portuguese dhow “ Flor ole
Cabaceim ” on a charge of having violated the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal of July‘3, 1842, for
the suppression of the Trafic in Slaves. A
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The papers annexed to this affidavit were :—
2. A memorandum showing that on the 2nd of May, 1861, Mamade Gulamo Rendira sold his new vessel

the “Flor de Cabacei'ra,” built at Cabaceira Pequena, to Xatorhagi Dohbo for the sum of 1,10 mih'eis.

3. A certificate of registry, Mozambique, May 4, 1861, of the said xiessel, described as of 712010 tons.

4. A passport from the Governor-(ieneral of Mozambique, May 6, 1861, visé for Ibo May 21.

5. A muster r011, dated May 6th, for a crew of eleven men, vise for Ibo, May 2].

6. Manifest dated Ibo, June 17, 1861, of fifteen packages shipped for Arimba, value 295 dollars.

7. A License dated Ibo, January 6, 1861, for Chatabogo Lavadau t9 keep shop at Ai'imha.

8 and. 9. Manifests of two cargoes from Ibo shipped by Satrobojo Doiubudas in the “ Flor 'de Arimba "

July 10 and July 30, 1860.
10, 11, 12, and 13. Papers relating to private affairs of Xatox‘bagi Dplabo.

A mass of documents in Arabic.
14. An additional affidavit made by Lieutenant Me Hardy on the 30th December, 1861, setting forth that on

the 24th June, 1861, when cruizing ofi' Querimba Island he detained the “ Flor ale Cabaceira," after a chase of three

hours, in latitude 12° 32' south, longitude 40° 48' east; that she had 11 he ‘ro slaves on board, but no master or crew;

that he learned through one of the slaves that the master and crew had t' ken to theirhoat previously to the dhow's

shortening sail; that she had just returned from Ibo, where she had landed a cargo of slaves; that he found a

temporary slave-deck constructed of rattan, a larger quantity of coarse siave-mats than necessary for a merchant-

vessel; that two pairs of slave-irons were concealed under the cookinl' galley ; that he found a boiler and pots

suflicient to cook for fifty people, a small worthless cargo, and, as food, three bags of paddy, two of millet; that he

had her surveyed, and finding from. her small size (2985 tons), and from age and defects, that she was unfit'for

the voyage to the port of adjudication, he destroyed her, with the cargq, except some brass rings and some print,

which was divided among the slaves, who, with the exception, of one or two, were perfectly naked. That he

proceeded in Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin ” to Rovooma Bay, where he landed the siaves. except one sick child,

for the benefit of their health, and that they might assist the boat’s crew in getting wood, when they made their

escape. To this affidavit were added certificates by Lieutenant McHardy.

16. That the papers were sealed up by him until delivered to the Pr‘pctor for assortment.

17. That there being no captain on board the prize, the certificates required by the Treaty were not

Given.
a 18. That the vessel was 29'85 tons burthen, British measurement.

19'. A short declaration as to the grounds of capture and the condition of the negroes.

The usual monition was prayed for and granted, and the two negro hoys were delivered into the charge of the

Curator;
On the 31st- December the Court examined the two boys, from whose evidence it appeared that they went

from Mozambique to Ibo in the prize as sailors; that nine other then were on board, the same who Were

there at the time of capture, and that none others had been on boardt 019 had left the ship befOre- the English

came.
Louis Ropeyam was also examined on behalf of the captors. He spoke positively to having been told’ by the

head man ofthe crew of the prize that they had run some slaves at Ibo frpm Mozambique, and that a boat had gone

ashore from. the dhow on the morning of the capture.
Joseph Price also gave evidence as to the chase, and to the escape of the crew when landed at Rovooma Bay,

the discovery of the irons, and the existence of a slave-deck made of bamboos covered with mats. ’

Lieutenant McHardy also deposed that a boat might have been- dyopped from the dhow unseen when the

ehase commenced ; that he did not examine the papers further than the passport 3 that the powder on board and a

bale of cotton were used in the destruction of the vessei ; that he did net bring any of the articles he considered

suspicious for fear of injury to the health of his vessel.
On the 3rd of January, 1862, the Proctor put in an affidavit of Lieutenant Buckle (No. 25), to the effect

that at the Camera Islands two native interpreters were employed to examine the negroes taken on board the

“Flor ale Cabacei’ra," and that the latter stated that part of them were slaves recently brought down from the

interim"; that the dhow had just returned from Ibo, Where she had landed a cargo of slaves,who were put on

board a three-masted vessel there, and that three of the boys under the age of twelve years were slaves rejected on

account of some ailment; and further, that. the Governor of Ibo had, in conversation, admitted that if irons were

found on board he was quite satisfied with the seizure.
On the 4th January, the monition having been returned, the Court heard the Attorney-Generai on 'hehaif of

the captors, and after adjourning for an hour, came to the unanimoue coneiusion that although the suspicious

circumstances alleged by the captor were sufficient to justify detention, yet the evidence adduced would not

warrant a sentence of condemnation, when weighed against the proof afforded by the papers and cargo that the

vessel was on a legal voyage, and by the testimony of the negro boys as to the identity of the men on board at the

time of capture with the crew shipped at Mozambique. vBut. that shaekles having been produced as found on

board, no compensation for losses and damages consequent on the detentien could be awarded.

‘ (Signed) GEO. FRERE.

Cape Town, January 18, 1862. , ' FREDERIC R. SURTEES.

 

 

Papers- brought into Court by the Admiralty Proctor.

(No. 1.)

IN the business of the Portuguese ship “Flm- de C’abacei'ra,” whereof. Xatorbagi Dolabo is owner, and

Assuadi is master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, merchandize, and slaves on board the

(siame, talgen by Her Majesty’s ship of” war “ Penguin,” John George Graham Mcflardy, commander, and afterwards
estroye .

Appeared personally, John George Graham McHardy, Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,”
commanding same, duly authorized and empowered, according to the provisions of the Treaty of the 3rd of July,

1842, between Great Britain and Portzgal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, to make seizures of

vessels engaged in that Traffic, who being duly sworn, maketh oath that on the 24th day of the month of June,
1861, being in latitude 12° 32’ south, and longitude 40° 48’ east, the ship or vessel called “ Flor de Oab'acea'm,”
whereof Xatorbag‘i Dolabo was, owner an". Assuadi was master, was seized and detained, by reason that-the said
snip was employed in the Traflic in Slaves, contrary to the Treaty aforesaid. ‘

And the deponent further maketh oath that the paper writings and documents hereunto annexed, marked

from No. 1 to No. 50 inclusive, were found by him on board the said‘ ship; and that the same are now brought
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and delivered up, in the same plight and condition as when received by the depouent, without any fraud,

addition, subduction, alteration, or embezzlement whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof.

Lastly, the deponent maketh oath as follows :—That the said ship, when so. seized, had no crew on board,

having been deserted by them before she was boarded; that eleven negro slaves were on .board, two of whom have

been brought to Simon’s Bay; that the ship being unfit to encounter the perils of a voyage to this Colony, was

destroyed by the appearer.
On this 30th day of December, 1861, the said John George Graham McHardy was duly sworn to the truth

of the aforegoing affidavit.
(Signed) J. G. G. M0 HARDY.

Before me,
(Signed) A. DUPRAT, Commissioner.

(No. 2.)
 

(Translation)
I, the Undersigned, Mamade Gulamo Rendera, resident at Little Cabaeeira, declare it to be the truth, to

have sold my new launch, called “ Flor de Cabaceira,” with her fittings, to Senhor Chatrabogi Rolebo, a Banian,

for the sum of 110 milreis in sterling silver money; and as 1 have received at this date the above referred-to sum,

it, the said launch, from to-day, is the property of the said Chatrabogi as her proprietor; and I shall not cast any

doubt in Court of it; and because I do not know how to read nor to write in Portuguese, I have. requested

Firmeiro Couza Monteiro de Mattos, who writes thie himself, and signs it himgelf as witness, together with

myselfl-and the other persons who found themselves present, Ibramo Aberchame, Ragonagi Nutter, Mamagachame

Mulgi.
Mozambique, May 2, 1861.

(Signed) MAMADE GULA MO RENDERA.

Witnesses: (Signature in Arabic.)

(Signed) FIRMEIRO C. M. DE MATTOS.
IBRAMO ABERCHAME.

(Signature in Arabic.)
RAGONAGI NATTER.

(Signature in Arabic.)
MAMAGACHAME MULGI.

(Signature in Arabic.)

(No. 3.)
 

(Translation)
Extract of Register, granted by the Captain of the Port of Mozambique, Lieutenant Anto. Maria Guedes.

who certifies that in the proper book is registered the launch “Flor ole Cabaceira,” Xatorbagi Dolabo, a

Portuguese subject, proprietor.
Burden of launch, 7% tons.

 

(Signed) A. M. GUEDES.
And also signed by the Clerk who made the extract.

(Signed) LUCIANO ANTo. DA PIEDADE MACEIO.

(No; 4.) A
(TranslationQ

Passport for a Portuguese merchant-vessel granted by the Governor-General of Mozambique, Colonel Joi'io

Tavares de Almeida, to the vessel called “ Flor ole Cabacez'ra," a launch of the tonnage of 7%,}6 tons, Xatorbagi

Dolabo, proprietor. '

(Signed) J0A0 TAVARES DE ALMEIDA, Governor- General.

Passport granted, May 6, 1861 ; and registered, May 10, 1861.

The following visa is on the back of the passport:—
“ And prosecutes a voyage for Ibo; master, Assuadi.

“ Ofice qfthe Port Captain thazambique, ‘Ma. 21,’ 1861.

' ‘ 3/ (Signed) “ANTONIO MARIA GUEDES."

(No. 5.)
 

(Translation) _

MUSTER—ROLL made out by the Port Captain at Mozambique, containing List of Crew of the “Florhe

Cabaceira,” Xatorbagi Dolabo, owner, on a voyage from Mozambique to the Isles of Cape Delgado, havmg

passport from the deernor-General.
 

 

       

N0 Employment. Name. : Native of Age. State. Colour. Observations.

1 Master . . Assuadi . . . . Macua . . 22 Bachelor . . Black V . . g

2 Supercargo . . Xatorhag'i Dolabo . . . Diu ' . . 28 Ditto . . Tawny . . gm“;

3 Sailor . . . ‘Barada . . . _,‘ Macua . . 21 Ditto . . Black . . 2 f3

4 Ditto . . ‘M’éjo ‘ . . . . Ditto . . h 18' Ditto . . Ditto . . g E

5 Ditto . . Domingo . . . . Ditto . . l7 Ditto . . Ditto *5 3

6 Ditto . . Ussene . . . . Ditto . . ‘18 Ditto . . Ditto . . .6 S

7 Ditto . . Bacari .,. . . Ditto .. 28 Ditto .. Ditto . . g 3

8 Ditto . . Capitio . . . . Ditto . . 32 Ditto . . Ditto . . a": g

9 Ditto . . Nascito . . . . Ditto . . 29 Ditto . . Ditto . . 'g E

10 Ditto .“. Ullete . . .. Ditto .. ' 26 Ditto . . Ditto .. '3

11 Ditto . . Joaquino . . . . Ditto . . 25 Ditto . . Ditto m
 

This muster-roll contains eleven persons.
(Signed) ANTONIO MARIA GUEDES.

Mark P4 of the Master. L. A. E. MACEIO.

Vim on muster-roll :—
“ Prosecutes a voyage from Mozambique for her destination, the 2151: of May, 1861.

> (Signed) “ A. M. GUEDES."
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V (No. 6.)

(Translation.) . IIIang'fest.
He paid 80 reis for the
(SeaL)
Department qf Customs, at Ibo, June 17, 1861. v

(Signed) SALES.

Custom-house of Ibo. Launch “ Flor ole Cabaceira,” Satrabogi Dolbodas. Nationality, Portuguese.

Manifests Captain Hassuado. For a voyage to Arimba.

\

Marks. Quantities. Descriptipnof Goods. Value. Date.

13 Pieces of cotton . . . . . . .. . . 583000 J M

60 ,, linen . . . . . . . . . . 54 000

84 ,, goods . . . . ‘ . . . . 90 000 .

10 Shirts, for the use of the Moors . . . . . . 4 000
17 Head-dresses . . . . . . . . . . 15 000
6 Piéces of assorted handkerchiefs . . . . . . 11 000
1 ,, printed calico . . . .' . . 3 000

10 ,, satin 9 000

10 Parcels of assorted . . . . . . . 9 000
Papers '

2 { Packets } of cord . . . . . . ~. . ’ 1 500

'2 Barrels of powder, of 10 1bs..each . . 5 000
3 rMuskets . .. .. ., .. 13 000

40 Brass bracelets .. . . . q 3 000

1 Case with assorted dishes . 10 000

Ibo, June 17,1861.
Verified. (Signed in Arabic.)

(Signed) FERREIRA.

Cleared by this Department of the Custom-house at Ibo, June 17, 1801.
(Signed) The Directot', J. C. DE FIGO. NOGUEIRA.

The Clerk, JOSE ANTONIO FERREIRA.

 

(No. 7.)
License. '

License from the President of the Municipal Chamber of the Islands of Cape Delgado to Chatribogi Lavadau,
to keep open, in Arimba, his shop of goods, provisions, 8w.

' Valid for three months from the date of issue at Ibo, January 26, 1861.
(Signed) J. VICTORINO A. DE BRITO.

 

(No. 8.)
(Translation)

Manifest passed by Satrabogi Dolubudas, for the sailing of the launch “Flor de Arimba,” going to

Arimha.
Passed at Ibo, July 10, 1860.
Regularly endorsed at the Custom-house at Ibo, July 10, 1860.

Signed by the Director, J. C. F. NOGUEIRA.

 

(No. 9.)
(Translation)

Another Manifest passed by the same party for the same vessel, going to the same place.

Passed at Ibo, July 30, 1860. ‘ ‘
Endorsed with a permission to embark the goods manifested. ,

. (Signed by the Director Nogueira and the First Clerk.)

 

(No. 10.)
(Translation.) - Administration qfthe Council quozambiqua.

Chatrabogi Dolobadas, Portuguese subject, presehted himself at this office, arriving from Ibo the 27th

instant, in the boat “Boa. Noticia,” bringing in his company two servants, blacks, named Amissi and Alfane.

He announces his residence to be in Council-street. '
Mozambique, April 30, 1861.

(Signed) The Clerk, JOAO- DA CRUZ ALMEIDA.

 

(No. l 1.)
(Translation.)

Declaration made by Alave Bum Assane to have sold a certain piece of ground, situated in Arimba, to

the Banian Satarhorge Malabardas, 1iving in Arimba, for the sum of 1 dollar and l quarto.
Paper drawn up and signed at Arimba, September 25, 1860. ‘
Witnessed by Manoel B. de Morceio and Caetano J. Rezende.

 



CAPEOF GOOD HOPE. 19

(No. 12.)

Declaration of Alon Asam that he placed in the hands of ISatrabogo 8 pieces of goods (“pezos en
fizenda ”) to pay for 4 palm trees.

February 18, 1859.
(Signed) XAVIER ANTONIO.

ANTONIO PEREIRA.
 

 

(No. 13.)
(Tranelation .‘)

Declaration of Satrabogi Malmodosi, that by the present paper he gives to his daughter Robeia,——his
negress named Amina, a negro named Mucasabo, a house and 4 of wood, 10 pieces of “ palmas.”

(Signed in Arabic)
And by»—

X. A. DE LIMA.
(No date.) A. PEREIRA.‘

(No. 14.)
(Translation)
M. Satrabogi, (No date.)

The bearer of this goes to you, seeking that you will deliver to him the little “palmarinhas ” requested
by my letters 1 and 2, and this the 3rd, that be there 100 or 200; what they cost I bind myself to pay. Do not
fail me.

I am your friend,
. (Signed) JOAQUIM GANZAGA.

Addressed to M. Satrabogi, residing at Arimba. ‘

 

(No. 15.)

In the business of the Portuguese ship or dhow “ Flor ale Cabacei-ra,” whereof Xatorbagi Dolabo was owner
and Assuadi was master, her tackle1 apparel and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, and slaves on
board, the same taken by Her Majesty’s ship of war “ Penguin,” John George Graham Me Hardy Esq., Lieutenant
Commanding said ship or dhow, afterwards burnt, no crew found on board, the slaves or portion thereof brought
to Simon’s Bay. .

Appeared personally John George Graham McHardy Esq., Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty's steam gun-
vesse] “ Penguin,” who being duly sworn to depose the truth made oath : That on the 24th of June, 1861, Her
Majesty’s said gun-vessel was cruizing off Querimha .Isiand, when at about 8'30 A.M. they observed a dhow
standing to the southward and about eight miles ofl', upon which the appearer got up steam, made sail, and stood
towards her for the purpose of ascertaining her character. That the dhow thereupon tacked and stood towards the
land, on which the “ Penguin ” fired a blank gun as a signal for her to heave-to. That the dhow then hoisted
Portuguese colours, but no further attention was paid to the signal, on which they followed in chase, gaining on
her and firing from time to time three shotted guns. That at the third gun, the said dhow being then in about
latitude 12° 32’ south and longitude 40° 48' east, ofi' the Island of Querimba, shortened sail. That about a quarter
of an hour afterwards the “ Penguin ” arrived close alongside the dhow, when the appearer manned a boat and
boarded her. That the said dhow had 11 negroes, slaves, on board (8 men and 3 children), the latter under the
age of 12 years. That appearer saw neither master nor crew, and upon interrogating one of the said slaves who
spoke a little broken Portuguese through one of the “ Penguin’s " crew, who also spoke a little of that language,
the appearer learnt that the master and crew had taken to their boat previously to the dhow shortening sail, and
had probably esca ed to the land. That through the same source the appearer further learned that the said dhow
hadjust returned rom Ibo, where she had landed a cargo of slaves. That upon searching the said dhow the appearer
found she had a temporary siave-deck, constructed of ratta'tis and capable, of carrying from 40 to 50 slaves, ready
laid. That she had a_great number of coarse slave-mats, far larger in quantity than .was necessary for the use of
the vessel as a merchant—vessel. That two pairs of slave-irons‘ were discovered concealed under the cooking galley,
which irons are ready to be produced to this Honourable Court. That the said dhow had a good-sized copper
boiler, and a number of smaller pots capable together of cooking food for 40 or 50 people. That the only cargo
on board consisted of 2 small boxes containing pieces, of common print, 2 kegs of gunpowder, and a bale of cotton
wool, and about half a cwt. of brass rings. That in a box on deck were found the ' several papers annexed to the
appearer’s affidavit sworn in this cause on this day, and now in this Honourable Court. That the appearer caused
the pieces of print to be distributed to the slaves, who were, with the ex'ception of one or two who had a ‘waistcloth
0n, perfectly naked. That the food found on board consisted of three bags of paddy and two of millet. That the
appearer then caused the said dhow to be surveyed, when it was found that besides her small size (30 tons) and rig,
she was both from age and defects unable to encounter the perils of a voyage to a port of adjudication; and,
moreover, that the “ Penguin ” had two boats away on service, and could spare no more hands; whereupon the
appearer after measuring said dhow caused her to be sunk,’ after reserving the brass rings, the rest of the cargo
being worthless; That the said dhow measured‘45 feet in length, 12 feet amidships in breadth, and 7 feet in depth,
and was of the burden of 29'085 tons. That the “ Penguin ” then proceeded to RovoomaiBay, where the appearer
landed the said slaves (1 child who was very sick excepted) for the benefit of their health._ That the men were
engaged to assist the boat’s crew in taking some wood on board, when they availed themselves of the opportunity
to escape, carrying off one of the children, and succeeded in evading the pursuit which was instantly made after them.
That the remaining two children are now on board the “ Penguin," ready to he produced to this Honourable
Court.

(Signed) J. G. G. MC HARDY.

On this 30th day of December, 1861, the said John George Graham McHardy was duly sworn to the truth of
this affidavit before me. ' V i, ', V

(Signed) AL. Dorm”, Commissioner.
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(No. 16.)
“ Penguin,” June 25, 1861.

The papers found on board the dhow “Flor de Cabaceira, ” are too numerous and multifarious to number and

describe, but they have been sealed up by me in two packages marked by me No. 1 and No '

(Signed) J. G. G. M0 HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding.

The papers referred to in aforegoing certificate were opened by me for the purpose of being numbered and

attached to the captor’s affidavit verifying the same.

Cape Town, December 30, 1861.

V (Signed) CHARLES A. FAIRBRIDGE, Admiralty Proctor.

 I

(No. 17.)

No master on board the vessel at the times of boarding and seizure, therefore no certificate delivered.

Given under my hand this 25th day of June, 1861.
(Signed) J. G. G. M0 HARDY,

Lieutenant Commanding Her Britannic Mqiesay’s steam gun-vess-el “Penguin."

 

(No. 18.)

Sir, “ Penguin,” qfl“ Querimba Island, June 24, 1861.

In compliance with directions contained in your Memorandum of this‘ day, I have the honour to inform you

that on examining the dhow “Flor ole Cabaceira,” as to her fitness for making a sea voyage to any port of

adjudication, I beg to state that I do not consider her capable of doing so with safety, and, on measuring her, find

her dimensions as follows :——Length of upper deck, 45 feet; midship breadth, 12 feet; depth of hold, 7 feet;

which measurements make her to be of 29085 tons burden.
‘ I have, 8w,

(Signed) STOPFORD C. TRACEY, Second Master.

To Lieutenant J. G. G. MC Hardy, R.N.,

Commanding Her Majesty’s steam gun-vessel “ Penguin."

 

(No. 19.)

I, the Undersigned, John George Graham McHardy, holding the rank of Lieutenant in Her Britannic

Majesty’s navy, and commanding Her Majesty’s steam gun-vessel “ Penguin,” duly authorized by the Treaty

between Great Britain and Portugal dated the 3rd July, 1842, for the suppression of the Traffic 'in Slaves, do

hereby declare that on the 24th day of Jone, 1861, being in latitude 12° 32’ south, and longitude 40° 48’ east of

Greenwich, I seized the “ Flor ole Cabaceim,” for having violated the said Treaty; and I further declare that the

vessel had on board, at the time of seizure, eleven slaves (three of them children), and no other persons on board,

and I also declare that I found this vessel in the following state :—

The master, whose name was on her papers, was not on board. I found slave-irons stowed under her cooking

galley; none of the slaves clothed, with the exception of a cloth, and some of them perfectly naked.

These circumstances, and having had to chase her for three hours and a-half, and fire a blank gun and then

several shot a-head of her before I could bring her to, induced me to seize her as a vessel having been engaged,

or being engaged, in the transport of negroes for the purpose of consigning them to slavery.

And I further declare that I am of opinion that the master and crew must have deserted the vessel in a boat,

during the time they were being chased, without having been observed.

Given under my hand, this 24th day of June, 1861.
- (Signed) J. G. G. M0 HARDY,

Lieutenant Commanding Her Majesty’s steam gun-vessel “ Penguin."

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 8.

Evidence taken in the case qfthe Portuguese dhow “ Flor de Cabaceira.”

Evidence of Zenne, who being examined through Mr. Fields, interpreter, answered :—

That he does not know his age: that he is from the Mozambique country; was on board the “ Flor de

Cabacei'ra ;" was on board a Banian ship; was on board ten days; that he embarked at Ibo ; that he was on

hoard before the ship was at Ibo; that he went from Mozambique to Ibo in the same ship; that he did the same

work as a sailor; was a sailor on board, but a slave; that ten other sailors were on board; that they were the

same men on board when the English came ; that no men left the ship before the English came ; that a. waist-cloth

was all he had on; all the others had the same. (Shown shaekles.) That the men when they did no good were

put in them; that he was never in irons on board; that the Captain’s name was Pener; that he does not know

the name of any one else on board; that the other sailors were all put on board the ,English ship ; that he does

not know where they are now ; does not know Assuadi ; does not know Xatorbagi ; does not know Bararca

(names on muster-roll read) ; does not know any of them; that he does not know the names of any one on board -

that he loves the truth and does not tell lies (said in English). That all the seamen came from Mozambique tr;

Ibo ; that the other boy’s name is Unwun.
(Signed) N mark of Interpreter.

This deposition having been read over to the interpreter, he declared the same to be correct, and aflixed his

mark thereto. ,
V

’ (Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH.
Before ns,

(Signed) Gno. annn.
AL. DUPRAT.

Cape Town, December 31, 1861.
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Evidence of Unwun, who being examined through Mr. Fields, interpreter, answered :—
That his name was Unwun ; that he went on board a Banian ship at Mozambique; that he pulled the rapes

on board; that he, does not know how many were on board; that no one left the ship before the English came;
that the captain was a Mozambique man named Nacibo; that they were all black people on board; that he does
not tell lies; that they were all free; does not know how much wages he got a-month; that a Moor man, the
master of the ship, told him to go on board ; does know Arimba, the name of the country; it is the place they
were going to. (Shown shackles.) That he saw the irons on board; that they were tied up in linen cloths;
that before the English took the ship there were plenty of them; that the English after breaking them threw
them overboard.

(Signed) N mark of Interpreter.

This deposition having been read over to the interpreter, he declared the same to be correct, and afiixed his
mark thereto. ”

(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH.
Before us,

(Signed) GEO. FRERE.
AL. DUPRAT.

Cape Town, December 31, 1861.

 

Evidence of Louis Ropeyarn, stoker, who being sworn and examined, answered :— V
That he belonged to the “ Penguin ;” that he was on board at the day of capture, the 24th of June; that _he

was employed below when the chase began ; that he came on deck when the prize had stopped ; did not see
a boat leave the prize; that he did not go on hoard the prize; that he saw no crew when they came on board the
“ Penguin ;” that the captain had his clothes ; they were ten or eleven in number; thatrhe does not speak Portu-
guese well ; that he conversed with the head man in broken Spanish and Portuguese when he supplied them with
food, and asked him where he came from. To which he answered, “ We have run some slaves at Ibo from
Mozambique.” That the head man said, “ The morning before you took me, aboat from the dhow did go ashore ;”
that all the dhow’s crew were slaves ; that he reported this conversation to the captain of the “ Penguin ;” that he
does not know the name of the head man. , -

(Signed) N, mark of L. Ropeyarn. ‘

This deposition hating been read over to Louis Ropeyarn, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his

mark thereto. .
(Signed) WM. 'TASKER SMITH.

Before us,

(Signed) GEO. FRERE.
AL. DUPRAT.

Cape Town, December 31, 1861.

 

Evidence of Joseph Price, second—class petty officer, who, being sworn and examined, answered :—
That he was on board the “ Penguin” on the 24th of June. That he saw the chase; was at daylight shore in

sight; was on deck, but was not the look-out man. Did not see her when first reported. Got up steam afterwards.
Fancied two or three times that he saw a boat go from the dhow, but cannot swear, dhow running very fast. That
he boarded the dhow ; was about 100 yards from the dhow when she lay-to;- that she was brought-to in a seaman-like
way; that she appeared to be pretty-tidily handled while under sail ; that he found eleven people on board
altogether, including three children ; that the prize hoisted the Portuguese flag just before she came-to, and after
the guns had fired. That the crew were negroes. That he has been on board slave-ships full of slaves; that
these are the same class of people; that not one was clothed, but that some had waist-clothes. That he had no
communication With those on board. That he was ashore at Rovooma with the men; does not know the date;
that they were taken on shore in the cutter ; that all hands were told to keep their eye on them ; that some were
carrying wood and some were cutting wood. That there were sixteen white men, with the gunner; that they ran
away after dinner; that no one saw them go. That the best part of the whites were bathing; that they chased
after them the whole of the afternoon. That there were ten blacks on shore, and nine ran away; (shown shackles),
and identifies them; that they were found hidden under the cooking-galley, hidden under the'stonesithat‘he
saw no other irons; that he saw a slave-deck, made of bamboos; that it was covered with mats. Thinks the
vessel could have carried 100 slaves or more.

(Signed) >4 mark of Price.

This deposition having been read over to Price, he declared the same to be correct, and aflixed his. mark
thereto. - '

, (Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar.
Before us, ‘ '

(Signed) GEO. FRERE.
AL. DUPRAT.

Cape Town, December 31, 1861.

 

Evidence of Captain McHardy, who, being sworn and examined,_answered :——-
That he was on deck the whole time of the chase; that the chase was only visible from the mast-head. when

first seen. That the dhow was handled as well as dhows usually are. That the distance was so greatthat he
thinks that a boat could have dropped and escaped, unseen, at first. Did not examine the papers further than that
she had a passport from Mozambique. The powder was used in the destruction of the vessel, alsda bale of
cotton. Did not bring the slave‘-deck, or anyof the articles which excited suspicion,'except the brassrrings and
irons; for ‘fear of injuring the health of his ship on account of their filthy state,’as he considered that the slave-irons
and deck, and the naked slaves, were’sutficient evidence of a violation of the Treaty.-

‘ ' (Signed) J. G. G.'Mc HARDY,
Lieutenant Commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin.”
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This deposition having been read over to Captain McHardy, he declared the same to be correct, and afixed

his signature thereto.
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar.

Before us,
(Signed) GEO. FRERE.»

AL.r DUPRAT.
Cape Town, December 31, 1861.

 

1:”:In the business of the Portuguese ship or dhow “ Flor ole Cabace'ira," whereof XatorbagiDolabo was owner,

and Assuadi master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandise, and slaves on

board the same, taken by Her Majesty’s ship of war “ Penguin," John George Graham McHardy', Lieutenant
commanding-said dh’ow, afterwards destroyed. :—

Appeared personally Claud Edward Buckle, Lieutenant in Her Majesty’s Royal navy, who being duly sworn

made oath :—
That on the 30th day of June, 1861, the appearer, who was then a Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s gun-

ship “ Penguin,” and cruizing in command of two of her boats ofl' Comoro, fell in with the “ Penguin," and

rejoined her. That the appearer found on board the “ Penguin ” 11 negroes, whom he learnt had been taken out

of the Portuguese dhow “ Flor de Cabaceira,” captured shortly previously. That the “ Penguin ” proceeded to

Comoro, where two native interpreters were procured, who examined the said negroes in the appearer’s presence.

That the said interpreters tran slated their statement to the appearer (which translation the appearer verily believes

to; have been faithfully and truly made), which was to this issue, viz. z—That all of the said negroes were slaves

recently brought down from the mainland; that the said dhow had just returned from Ibo, where shehad landed

a cargo of slaves, who were conveyed on board a three—masted vessel lying there; and that 3 of the negroes, boys

under the age of 12 years, were slaves rejected on account of some ailment. That from Comoro the “ Penguin "

went to'Pemba Bay on the mainlanri, and thence to Ibo, where she arrived on the 8th day of July, 1861, at which

time Lieutenant Me Hardy was sick, and appearer doing duty in his stead. That the appearer being on shore on

business was sent for by the Governor of Ibo, and thereupon waited on him. That the Governor questioned the

appearer on the details of the capture of the “Flor ole Uabaceim,” stating that he knew her owner,vand believed

she was engaged on a lawful voyage. That the appearer informed the Governor that he was not present when the
vessel was captured ;' but that he would ascertain the particulars from Lieutenant Mc Hardy. That appearer
accordingly saw Lieutenant Mc Hardy, made himself acquainted with the causes for which the “ Flor de
C'abacei'ra, ” had been seized, and on the following day waited on the Governor with a copy of the Treaty between
Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade. That upon being informed that one of the
causes. of seizure was that two pairs of shackles had been found on boalgd; the G0vernor, who had previously
appeared to doubt the propriety of the capture, immediately changed his tone, said that if the irons were really
found on board the vessel, he was quite satisfied. with the seizure, and that if he could see the irons he would be
then more satisfied. That the appearer communicated the Governor’s desire to see said shackles to Lieutenant
Mc Hardy; who objected, however, to send the same on share on the ground that the Governor of Ibo could
exercise no jurisdiction in the matter.

And the 'appearer lastly saith, that at his interview with the Governor at Banian was present, who was stated
by the Governor to be the owner of the “Flor de Cabacez'ra ;” and that the said Banian on being informed of the
shackles found on board his said vessel, protested she had no such shackles on board when she left Ibo, and
expressed himself utterly unable to account for their presence.

On this 3rd day of January, 1862, the said Claud Edward Buckle was duly sworn to the truth of the afore-

going aflidavit. , .
E f (Signed) CLAUD E. BUCKLE.

. e are me,
(Signed) FRED‘ERIC R. SURTEES.

 

Inclosure 3 in N . 20.

Judgment.

THIS is the case of a vessel named the “ Flor de Cabaceira," built at Mozambique in 1861, and purchased
by a Banian, a Portuguese Subject,» in May of that year. This man, named Xatorbagi Dolabo, appears from the
papers to have been employed before this time in lawful trade, and to have had a small mercantile establishment at
Arimba, near Ibo.

He appears to have left Mozambique for Ibo in the -“ Flor ole Cabaceira ” about the 20th of May, With his
papers in proper order, visé for Ibo, the capital of the district of Cabo Delgado, within which Arimba lies. There
is nothing to show what cargo he took from Mozambique, but a manifest shows that he Cleared his vessel from
Ibo on the 17th June, with a small cargo for Arimba, valued at about 300 dollars. Two manifests found among-
the papers show that in July 1860 he made two similar trips in another vessel called the “ Flor de Arimba.” 0n
the 24th of June she was taken by Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Penguin," after a chase of three hours.

The reasons given by the captor for detaining her are—the chase; the eleven people found on board were
slaves; that she had a slave—deck laid 'with mats, and cooking utensils capable of cooking for fifty people, and that
two pair of shackles were found concealed under the oooking-place. '

The Court has not had the means of sifting this evidence, the captor having given the detained persons an
opportunity of escaping, of which nine availed themselves.

In regard to the absence of witnesses, the Court would observe that the Treaty is imperative as to their being
:11 brought before the Court, which according to Article VII of Annex B would almost seem to be precluded from
wining to a decision until two as three at least of the principal persons among those detained on board have been
examined, and if this is not done it is almost impossible to arrive at a satisfactory conclusions In like manner;
although it is impossible to bring a small vessel round to Table Bay, an exact desc iption and measurement should
be obtained of all articles upon account of which condemnation is sought; and in t is case the vessel herself might
apparently haw beenleft'hwthe hands of the authorities at Ibo or any other Portuguese Settlement, where a survey
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might have been procured, which would have been of great assistance to the Court, and by which the loss of the
vessel and cargo would have been avoided.

Under these circumstances, it is the opinion of the Court that the detention was justifiable, but that the
evidence produced by the captors is insufficient to warrant a sentence of condemnation, when weighed against
the proof afforded by the papers that the vessel when captured was employed. on legal traffic between Ibo.and
Arifnba, and by the evidence of the two negro boys that the persons on board were the same shipped as her
crew at Mozambique, and that no other persons had been on board, or left the vessel since her departure from
that art.

I:l‘he presence of irons on board brings the vessel within the provisions of the Xth Article of the Treaty
and no compensation for losses, damages, or expenses, consequent upon the detention, can therefore be awarded.
 

Court quz'xed British and Portuguese Commission,
Cape Town, January 4, 1862.

Before George Frere, Esq., and the Commander Duprat.

Present:
F. R. Surtees, Esq. . E. A. de Carvalho, ESq.

Wm. Tasker Smith, Esq., Registrar. _
The Honourable William Porter, Esquire, Her Britannia Majesty’s Attorney-General fur the Cape of Good

Hope, on behalf of the captors, prayed that the said vessel, cargo, and slaves, be condemned.
The Commissioners pronounced the said vessel “ Flor ole Cabaceira,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and

the goods, wares, and merchandize laden therein, to have been at the time of capture and seizure thereof engaged
in licit traflic, and as such not liable to condemnation.

That shackles having been found on board, no compensation for losses, damages, and expenses, consequent 011
the detention of the vessel, are awarded.

That the two negro boys be made over to the care of the Curator of Emancipated Negroes, if they do not
desire to be forwarded back to Mozambique.

A true extract,

 

(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar;

No; 21.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received March 31.)

My Lord, Cape Town, January 31, 1862.
WE have the honour to report to your Lordship the following particulars

relating to the adjudication in the Vice—Admiralty Court of this Colony 0n the
14th instant, of a dhow captured by Her Majesty’s ship “Penguin,” Lieutenant
Mc Hardy, upon Which condemnation was decreed. '

From the affidavit filed in the case, it appeared that, on the 29th of April last,
Lieutenant Mc Hardy, being in the “ Penguin’s ” boat off Saddle Island, Johanna,
observed a dhow running for the land under Muscat colours. Having intercepted
and boarded her, he found upon examination that she had a crew of twenty-three
men, and was fitted with three large water-tanks holding a quantity of water far
greater than was necessary for her use as a. legal trader, and a similar excess in the
number of mess-kids.

Upon the captor demanding from the master the usual passport carried by
dhows claiming to belong to 'the subjects of 'His Highness the Sultan of Muscat,
two documents were produced, one being a French passport of an Arab vessel
named “Reain ;”- the other a certificate of the Hanseatic Consul'belonging to a
dhow called “Fasul Gher,” conveying passengers between Zanzibar and Mada?
gascar. '

These circumstances, together With her fittings, induced the captor to seize the
dhow as engaged in the Slave Trade, and take her to Johanna, where in the course
of the same night the crew contrived to get on shore and escape. .

This vessel being found unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication was
destroyed.

Her burthen by admeasurement was 202%:— tons.
We have, 8L0.

(Signed) , GEO. FRERE.
‘ FREDERIC R. SURTEES.

 

, No. 22.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.-—(Received June 27.)

My Lord, - Cape Town, May 15, 1862.
WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that, by information reCently

received, no Slave Trade seems to have been carried on from the Portuguese
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possessions to the southward of Mozambique for some time past; only one vessel
is reported to have procured a cargo of slaves at Inhambane, but even of this our
informant could not speak with any certainty. From Quilimane the export trade had
disappeared, with the withdrawal of the vessels which formerly took slaves as engagés
for the French Government; but we much regret to learn that a large number of
slaves which had been collected by one of the persons engaged in that traffic, but
for Whomthere was no demand, in consequence of the non-appearance of the vessels
for which they had been procured, were allowed to perish miserably by hunger on
the island on which the depot was situated.

By an official bulletin also, issued on the 10th October by the Governor-General
of Mozambique, we learn that the Arab Chief of Angoxa, under whose authority
that place has so long been a notorious slave-market, has been at last expelled by
the Portuguese Government, which attacked him by means of an expedition over—
land from Quisungo. After two or three days’ fighting the Portuguese force took
possession of the island, hoisted the flag of His Most Faithful Majesty, and received
the submission of the inhabitants. This appears to have been effected about the
27th of August last, and on the 29th of that month three dhows were detained by
Lieuvenant Ross in the boats of Her Majesty’s ship_‘?‘Gorgon,” between the Port
Pangane and Mahatto Island ; on board one of which was the Arab Chief of
Angoxa, who it appears had made his escape down the river with all the slaves he
could lay hands on. He was subsequently allowed by Lieutenant Boss to make his
way to the shore in one of the dhows with his men, as the bad weather made it
dangerous to detain them, the other two dhows being destroyed, and the cases
brought before the Vice-Admiralty Court for adjudication.

We hear also that Dr. Livingstone, whose movements seem to be closely followed
by the Portuguese, met with several parties of slavea-traders from Tette, in the
neighbourhood of Mongomero, where the Mission under Bishop Mackenzie is now
located, and that the traders having fled, the slaves were settled at the Mission.
These slaves were no doubt intended for the supply of the Portuguese on the
Zambezi, and some possibly for exportation ; but this last, as we have already
stated, seems to have ceased for the present. A large trade, however, was being
carried on in the country near the Mission for the supply of the ports to the north-
ward, whence a great number of slaves are exported to the Persian Gulf : of the
vessels thus employed, no less than eighteen, varying from 60 to 200 tons, were
captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon,” under the command of Captain Wilson,
in the months of August, September, and October last ; these cases are now before
the Vice-Admiralty Court, and will be reported to your Lordship when adjudicated,
but there is no doubt that their capture and that of upwards of twenty others,
previously taken by Her Majesty’s ships “ Lyra,” “ Sidon,” and “ Penguin,” and
already reported to your Lordship, must have inflicted a heavy blow upon the
slave-traders from the Persian Gulf. ‘

These successes, coupled with the efforts of Dr. Livingstone, will no doubt tend
much to the suppression of the Slave Trade. We can, therefore, entertain the hope
that a serious impression has been at last made upon the Trade which Her Majesty’s
Government has so long striven to extinguish. '

We have, &C.
(Signed) » GEO“ VFRERE.

FREDERICK R. ‘SURTEES.

 

No. 23.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.——(Received August 17)

My Lord, Cape Town, May 31, 1862.
WE have the honour to inclose to your Lordship reports of the cases of eighteen

dhows adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony on the 17th instant,
and condemned as good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon.”

We have, &C.
(Signed) GEO. FRERE.

FREDERIC R. SURTEES.
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Inclosure in No. 23.

Report: quightem Dhow: condemned in the Vice-Admiraltg Court.

No. la—A dhow of 156 tons, captured on the 3rd of August by Lieutenant Harvey, in command of a‘boat of

Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon," off Lindy River. This vessel was observed at anchor at the mouth of the river, and

upon being boarded wae found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of twenty men, apparently Joasme
Arabs, and no papers or colours. She was destroyed after the crew were landed. _

No. 2.—-—A dhow, 84 tons, captured on 9th August by Lieutenant Harvey, in cemmand of two boats of Her

Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon," off Kiswara Harbour. Three dhows were observed 'tmheave in sight round Kiswara

Point, and taking no notice of a musket-shot being fired as a signal to bring-to, but still making the best of their
way to sea, the two boats gave chase, and succeeded in hoarding two of them. ' ‘ ‘

The first being searched was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and a crew of fifteen men, with no
coiours or papers ; being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, she was destroyed after the crew were

landed.
The second, No. 3, a dhow of 47 tons, was found also equipped for the Slave Trade, and a crew of twelve

men, Arabs, and no papers or colours; being found exceedingly leaky, was subsequently abandoned by the captors,
and soon afterwards foundered.

No. 4.——-A dhow of 172 tons, taken on the 19th Augustby Commander Wilson, in Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon,"

to the northward of Querimba Island. This vessel was observed on shore on the reef, and upon being boarded

was found with a crew of twenty-five men, Arabs, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with no colours or papers,
and with every appearance of having recently had a cargo of slaves on board. ' '

The master stated that on the previous evening, having then on board 100 slaves shipped at Conducia, he

had been chased by one of Her Majesty’s cruizers (supposed to be the “ Penguinfi’) and had run on shore in the
dark, and that after the stranding of the vessel the slaves had been landed on the island.

After the crew were landed, this dhow was destroyed, being much injured by the reef.
No. 5.»A dhow of 169 tons, captured on the 24th August by Mr. Guido Harris, second master ofHer Majesty’s

ship “ Gorgon,”' who was then at Zanzibar, in charge of a slave dhow detained by the “Gorgon.” Mr. Harris

having learnt from Colonel Rigby, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, that a Sooree pirate, of the name of Mohammed

Bin Alee, intended to run a cargo of slaves from Mlony, a point about seven miles north of Zanzibar, proceeded

after dark with an armed boat to lay in wait for the vessel, accompanied by one of the Consul’s boat’s' crew to

identify her if necessary. About midnight they perceived a dhow running to the northward. Upon attempting to

board her the crew resisted with drawn swords, whereupon Mr. Harris and his men opened fire, and‘ after killing

three or four, and driving the rest overboard, succeeded in capturing her. Upon searching the dhow, 17 slaves

were found stowed away in different parts of the vessel. She was completely fitted‘for the Slave Trade, with no
colours or papers, and being unseaworthy was destroyed.

No. 6.—-A dhow of 169 tons ; and No. 7, a dhow of 229 tons. These veSsels were captured on the 29th of

August by Lieutenants Ross and Price, while cruizing in the pinnace and whale-boat of Her Majesty’s 'ship

“ Gorgon ” between Port Pangane and Mahatto Island, when three dhows were seen standing for the land, and

after an hour’s chase these two were cut OE and forced to bring-to. Upon being boarded, they were found provided

with Arab colours, but no papers. On board of one was an Arab who styled himself the King of Angoxa, who

had neither passports nor papers, nor could he account for being without them. The only document he possessed

was a blank envelope addressed to Queen Victoria. He appears‘to have beenescaping from Angoxa with as many

slaves as he could get. These vessels were detained, and as the weather appeared threatening, were. anchored

with the “ Gorgon’s ” boats two miles to the south of Mahatto Island, but in consequence of'the weather becOming'

worse, Lieutenant Ross removed the crews and slaves from two of the dhows to the third one, and allowed her to

escape, and destroyed the two remaining. , -

On board the dhow where the King was, were found two revolvers, marked with the. broad arrow and the

letters B. 0., and respectively ‘numbered 18 and 24. It is believed that they belonged to two men of Her ,

Majesty’s ship ” Lyra,” who, about two years before this capture, were murdered in the Angoxa River.
No. 8.—A dhow of 109 tons, captured on the 6th September by Lieutenant Ross, while cruizing with the,

pinnace and whale-boat of Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon,” ofi 'Songa Island. This dhow was discovered standing
towards Quilloa. Upon being searched she was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with neither papers nor
colours, and a crew of thirteen Arabs, who admitted that they were bound to Quilloa to get a cargo of' slaves.

Being unfit for a voyage to a. port of adjudication, she was destroyed after the crew were landed. _
No. 9.—-A dhow' of 200 tons, captured by Lieutenant Harvey on the 8th September, while jcruizing in one of

the “ Gorgon’s” boats, ofl’ Pemba Island. This dhow was discovered coming to anchor in PortWangeeke, in
the north of the island. Upon being boarded she was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of
twenty men, Sevoodis, from the Persian Gulf, but no colours or papers; and heingunfit for a voyage to a port of
adjudication, was destroyed after the crew were landed. ‘ -

No. lO.—A dhow of 138 tons, captured on the 11th September by Lieutenant Ross, in Command of the

“Gorgon’s ” pinnace, while cruizing ofi' Wasseen Reefs. This dhow was observed at 6 A.M., standing towards
the land, her decks crowded with negroes, apparently slaves. At the captors firing across her to bring her to,
the crew ran her on shore into the mangrove bush and escaped. Upon being boarded, they fonnd that she had
recently been occupied by a great number of people. No papers, and fitted for the Slave Trade; Being' hard
aground, she was destroyed. [ '

No. l].—A dhow of 53 tons, captured by Lieutenant Ross on the 11th Septumber, in the “Gorgon’e”
pinnace, while cmizing ofi' Wasseen Reefs. This vessel was seen at 2 P.M., standing to the southward, and after
a chase of six hours ran ashore into the mangrove bush. During the chase the crew were seen driving a large
quantity of .grown-up slaves on shore, and carrying'ofi the boys and girls. Upon being boarded she was found
deserted; no colours or papers,'and fully equipped for the Slave Trade; and being unfit for a voyage to a port
of adjudication was destroyed. ' . A ~

No. l2.—A dhow of 66 tons, captured on, 14th September by Lieuteth Ross, while cruizing ofi’ Mombaza,
in the “ Gorgon’s ” pinnace. She was observed running in 'for Mombaza, and upon being searched she was found
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of thirteen men, Northern Arabs, but no colours or papers, and
after the crew were landed she was destroyed, being found unfit for a. voyage to a port of adjudication. ,

Nos. l3, 14, 15, and l6.—On the 16th September, Lieutenant Ross, while cruizing. in the pinnac‘e of Her
Majesty’s shi “Gorgon,” ofi' Melinda, stood into thatanchorage for water, accompanied by the whale-boat, in
command of ub-Lieutenant Price, when they saw three dhow: at anchor in the roadstead and a smaller dhow
Egoving ofi‘ from the shore with forty or fifty armed men on board, NorthernArabs, apparently bound to the

ows. , ‘

CLAIS A.
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Upon the attempt of the boats to intercept the dhow with the armed men, the Arabs opened fire, and the
crew of the other dhows jumped overboard and swam on shore; this fire was returned with musketry and grape

and canister from the pinnace‘s howitzer. After several of the Arabs had been killed and wounded, the remainder

escaped to the shore. The dhows were then searched, under a heavy fire from the shore, and captured as

follows :—
No,13, of 192 tons, found deserted and without colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade.
No. 14, of 101 tons, found deserted and no colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade.
No. 15, of 81 tons, found deserted and without colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade.
No. 16,'of 51 tons, the same one which had resisted and was afterwards abandoned, was found deserted, with

the exception of one negro, who stated that the other three dhows had landed 180 slaves, who were on shore

while the vessels were being cleaned and watered, and that when these slaves were reshipped and more obtained,
the dhows would proceed on their voyage to the Persian Gulf 5 and he added, that the dhow which he was in was
also destined to carry a cargo of slaves to the Persian Gulf, in company with the others. She had no colours or
papers, and was completely fitted for the Slave Trade.

These four were also destroyed as being unseaworthy.
No. 17.——A matapi of 75 tons, captured on 30th September by Mr. I'Ianszm, the boatswain, in command of

the pinnace of Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon,” while cruizing in Manda Bay, in company with the whale-boat and
gig, all under the command of Mr. Inglis, master of the “ Gorgon."

This vessel was observed coming out of the bay, and after a chase of about twenty minutes (during which an
exchange of fire was kept up) she ran on shore in the mangrove bush. Upon being boarded, she was found
deserted, with no colours or papers, and cleared of everything. During the chase, a. crowd of people were
observedon board, more in number than her crew could consist of, whom’ the captoi‘s believed must have been

slaves, and who were carried into the bush when the vessel was beached; otherwise there could be no cause to
avoid search, the object of the “ Gorgon’s ” boat being well known. She was therefore destroyed.

No. 18,—A dhow of 92 tons. captured on the 3rd October by the gig and whale-boat of the “Gorgon,"
under command of Mr. Inglis, while lying ofi' Shella Point. When first observed, she was running towards the
land, and when it was endeavoured. to intercept her, she was run on shore, and the Arab crew were seen with

drawn swords driving a crowd of slaves overboard. Upon being boarded, she was found deserted by her crew
with no colours or papers, fully equipped 'for the Slave Trade, and with 44 slaves on board—32 males and
12 females. After she was got ofl‘ the shore, and brought alongside the “ Gorgon,” the slaves were removed to
the “ Gorgon,” and the dhow being in a leaky state soon after foundered.

The slaves in these dhows were all conveyed in the t“ Gorgon ” to Seychelles, and handed over to the Civil
Commissioner, with the exception of 5 boys, who were brought to Simon’s Bay.

With respect to these lads the Court does not appear to have made any order, and it is understood that they
remain on board Her Majesty's ship “ Gorgon.”

 

No. 24,

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.——(Received October 30.)

(Extract) Cape Town, September 18, 1862.
.WE have the honour to lay before your Lordship our Report upon the Slave

Trade on the East Coast of Africa during the year ending on the 30th instant.
With regard to the Portuguese possessions, we learn that at Ibo slaves are

very plentiful and cheap, whence it is inferred that the export has not been very
great. The Governor is said to show every disposition to check the trade, and
prevent slavewessels, either European or native, from procuring cargoes: the
number of European vessels Which have succeeded in doing so during the past
year may be taken as not exceeding three, carrying from 1,200 to 1,500 slaves.
The last of these appears to have left the. coast about July last; and another,
Which made anattempt towards the end of 1861, failed, but is supposed to have
succeeded at some of the ports to the northward.

South of Ibo, the conveyance of slaves-in dhows has in a great part, if not
entirely, stopped. » '

From Mozambique itself no slaves are exported, but Mokamba to the south,
and Velhaco to the north, about fifteen miles from the seat, of Government, are
ports at which vessels engaged in the Slave Trade usually procure cargoes, and a
few cargoes have been taken thence for the Comoro Islands.

At Angoxa also the trade has lately declined. Towards the end of 1861 about
1,200 to 1,500 slaves were taken ofl’. Of nine dhows employed in these trans‘
actions one was captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Sidon,” and three were destroyed
by Her Majesty’s ship “Ariel,” after they had landed their cargoes, which were
disposed of atMajunga and other ports on the north-west coast of Madagascar,
where, and at the Comoro Islands, 3. sure market is always found. This trade is
principally carried on to supply the French colonists in Mayotte and Nos Beh, who
continue to import negroes from Mohiila and Comoro in vessels which carry a
French ofiicer, the Degrees being certified to be free men by the Government of
the port of shipment. It is said that these certificates cost 5 dollars a piece, and
that 30 dollars are paid for each man. It ‘is to be hoped that , as the Portuguese
have establishedtheir sovereignty at Angoxa, as reported by us in our despatch
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of the 15th of May last, the Slave Trade may be checked. The loss of life
and property amongst the wealthy and influential Arabs at the taking of the town
Will probably have contributed to that good result as far as regards the town of
Angoxa itself. ,

From Quilimane we hear of no exportation, but three European vessels are
reported to have taken cargoes lower down the coast, namely, from near Inhambane
two, and from Delagoa Bay, or its vicinity, one.

To the northward again, beyond the Portuguese possessions, the trade has
been carried on to a considerable extent by Arab dhows for the supply of the
Persian Gulf and the Somali tribes ; but the attempts made in September,
cOctober, and November 1861, were much impeded by the presence of Her Majesty’s
ships. Towards the end of November, however, when the south-west monsoon
ended, about 300 slaves were carried off, and a few more may have been taken in
December, when the cruizers were necessarily absent ; but the severe check
which had been given to the trade by the energetic action of Her Majesty’s ships
“Gorgon ” and “Ariel,” would, it may be hoped, prevent any shipments. Until
the monsoon set in again, the trade could not wellrbe carried on north of the line ;
and since March, When the monsoon commences,vmany more captures have been
made by Her Majesty’s ship “Ariel,” so that the traders must have suffered
«considerable loss. /

With regard to the dominions of' the Sultan, we learn that at Zanzibar twice
as many slaves are imported as are required for the service of the inhabitants.
This over—importation tends to keep up the trade on the coast, and the evil would
be much lessened if His Highness could be induced to prevent the export of slaves
from Quiloa and other of his ports, in excess of the, demand by his subjects. But
even if this were done it would be requisite to watch the entrance to the Persian
Gulf, for there are other less known ports on the coast, whence the traders would
arrange to ship their cargoes, the profit upon which is too great to be readily
abandoned, as will appear from the fact that slaves costing 5 dollars realize from
50 to 100 dollars in the Persian Gulf and on the coast of Arabia. '

At the Comoro Islands and at Mohilla slaves are still imported; chiefly from
Velhaco, though some are said to have been kidnapped from the neighbourhood of 7
Mozambique. At Johanna it is believed that none have been imported, but from
all these places negroes are sent as free men to Mayotte and Nos Beh. .

Allusion has been made to the activity of Her Majesty’s ships, and this has led
to sixty-nine cases having been brought in for adjudication during the year now
about to close, some of which were captured prior to the 30th of September, 1861;
Eighteen of these have. already been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court as
good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” Commander Oldfield; four to Her
Majesty’s ship “Sidon,” Captain Crawford; one to Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,”
Lieutenant McHardy ; and eighteen to Her Majesty’s ship “Gorgon,” Com-
mander Wilson. These cases we have had the honour to report to your Lordship,
and the Court of Vice-Admiralty has now before it for adjudication the cases of
twenty-six dhows seized by Her Majesty’s ship “‘Ariel,”VCommander Oldfield, v
and one seized by Her Majesty’s ship “ Narcissus,” Captain Bickford, the
particulars of which we shall have the honour to “lay before your Lordship in
another despatch. ’

One more vessel has been seized by Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,” Lieutenant
McHar‘dy, but has not yet been brought in for adjudication; and the case of one
vessel under the Portuguese flag was brought before the Court of Mixed Commission
by Her Majesty’s ship “Penguin,” and resulted in the captor’s failing to obtain
condemnation, though there were sufficient grounds to justify her detention.

Of these seventy vessels fortyeight were captured prior to the 30th September,
1861.‘ T‘he'captures to Which our Report relates amount to twenty‘two, of which ‘
six had slaves actually on board. The number of slaves captured was 278, but in
many cases the slaves were landed from the vessels before the captors could get on
board. Of these 278, 217 were landed and restored to freedom, 25 died, and the
remainder either escaped or were recovered by their owners. ‘ a a ’

' It is with much regret that wel’feelcalled‘ upon again to, draw attention tothe
alleged existence of the Slave Trade in the Transvaal; itis very difficult to procure
distinct information on the subject; but a declaration made by a Bushman girl
named Leya, who had been twice carriedbfl' by Transvaal Boerst‘and sold into
Slavery, but ultimately escaped into Natal, tends to confirm the reports. which
occasionally reach. us, that the system of procuring slaves by “ commandos.” against
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the natives is still carried on. We have the honour to inclose a copy of the

deposition made b Leya; and we beg to add that the subject has not escaped

the notice of the [IIgh Commissioner, but that the present state of the Government

of the Transvaal is such as to prevent action being taken in the matter by his

Excellency with any prospect of a good result.

 

Inclosure in No. 24.

Newspaper Extract.

NATAL.—By the overland post we have Natal news up to Jone 26. The following remarkable paragraph.

having reference to the existence of slavery in the Transvaal, is taken from a letter published in the “ Natal

Mercury " :——“ Statement made by a refugee Bushman girl, Leya, before C. L. Stretch, Esq., Field-Cornet, Upper

Bufi'alo Ward, Natal: Leya,—I am a Bushman gir1_(her age is apparently 25 or 26 years). I first lived in

Moshesh’s country, and the Magaliesberg Boers took me away when I was a young girl. The Boer who took me

was Peter Straydom. I ran away from him, and I came again to the Bushman's country. There I took a.

Bushman for a husband, and lived with him near Vaal River, where I lived three years. The Boers then caught

me again, after shooting my husband. I was» then taken to Verzamelberg with my child, aged about seven years,

by Christian Pretorins, who captured me. They then took my child away fi'om me by force, although he clung to

me, and I cried very much, telling me that other persons wanted my child as well as myself, and threatening me

that unless I left off crying I should get a bullet through my head. My child was sold, but I do not know Who

boughthim, as I was crying at the time. My child has since been sold tp Caspar Badenhorst (brother of the

Landdrost). I remember the commando when my husband was shot. There were about fifty Boers engaged,

amongst whom were Christian Pretorius (my master), Piet Joubert, and Caspar Badenhorst. These names I knoW.

Piet Joubert said that if we made so much noise he would shoot us all. III that commando five men and three

women were shot. They took prisoners all the women and children. It is about a year since I was caught for the

second time. Most of the children that were taken from the breast have since died. One of the girls that was

shot had a baby at her breast, and the child was taken from her. The girl not being quite dead at the time, the

Boer gave her a kick and killed her! The Boers said that we stole cattle, which was not true. The beasts had

strayed into Moshesh’s country, and have since been restored to the Boers. Shortly after this, my master (Chris-

tian Pretorius) went away again on a commando, accompanied with more Boers than on the first commando. On

the first occasion only one waggon went, but on the second commando several waggons went. The commando was

away about a week. I was not present. ‘ I was present when the commando returned. I wished to run away to

inform my friends that a commando 'was coming; but I was locked up and unable to do so. My master brought a

young Bushman, and an old Bushman girl. The former was my aunt’s son. The woman has since run away.

She told me that a number of Bushmen and girls were shot. When my master returned the second time, one

whole waggon-load of Bushman children were brought. These I saw. I do not know who has got them, as my

master would not allow me to leave the house. A boy (Hottentot) told me that if I got below the Berg I would

be on English ground, and that the Boers could not take me back. I was directed to go to the Field-Cornet, where

I should be safe. My master, with a number of Boers, having gone on another expedition, to shoot elands they

say, I left in the night, with two other girls, one of whom was a slave to my master, and the other in the service of

Weenen Pretorius (Christian’s father). I received no wages for my labour during the whole time. I was never

flogged, and was treated well. The reason I ran away was to try and get my child. All that I have said is true.
“LEYA, her N mark."

 

No. 25.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received October 30.)

My Lord, Cape; Town, September 19, 1862.
;WE have the honour to inclose to your Lordship reports of the cases of

twehty-three dhows adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony on the
18th instant, and condemned as good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ Ariel.”

We have, &C.
(Signed) GEO, 'FRERE.

FREDERICK R. SURTEES.

 

Inclosure in No. 25. _ ,

Reports of Case: 9)“ Twenty-th’ree Dhows condemned in the ViceoAdmi/ralty Court on the 18th September, 1862.

No. 1. A dhow of 761% tons, captured of Camera, August 28, 186L—On the 28th August, 1861, Sub-
Lieutenant Clark was cruizing in a cutter of the “ Ariel ” ofi‘ Comoro, when at 3 EM. 3. dhow was seen at anchor
off the north-west point of the island. Lieutenant Clark at once bore down to and boarded her. She had a crew
of fourteen Arabs, and Arab colours, but no papers of any description. She had a slave-deck constructed of
bamboo, and capable of carrymg about 70 slaves ; thl’ee large water-tanks capable of holding about four tons of
water, and_other slave-fittings. Lieutenant Clark detained the dhow until the 3lst August, when the “ Ariel "
having artiwed, Commander Oldfield seized the dhow on the charge of being engaged in the Slave Trade, the
crew admittmg that they had just run a cargo of slaves. Being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, the

. dhow was destroyed. She Was of 76 tons burden.
I‘m; 2. A dhow of 80-15% tons, captured ofi‘ Mohilla, Augustao, 1861.—-—On the 30th of August. 1861. the

“ Arie was standlng to‘ the westward of Mohilla, when shortly after daylight two dhows were observed running
along the land to the eastward. Commander Oldfield intercepted them. One being a legal trader was allowed to
proceed on her course; the other ran towards the beach and anchored within a couple of hundred yards fromthe
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share, her crew and a crowd of persons, apparently slaves, abandoning her as the ship’s boat approached. She
was found to be fully equipped for the Slave Trade, having a slav'e—deck laid, fit to carry about 90 slaves,
which had evidently just been used for that purpose ; a large number of coarse slave-mats, twelve feet-by four,
which had also just been used; two large water-tanks, two casks, and a number of earthenware pots capable of
holding from three and a half to four tons of water; a number of earthenware pots for feeding slaves, and a
quantity of cocoa nuts‘and rice for slave food. She had neither papers nor colours. Commander Oldfield seized
her on the charge of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and as she was unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication,
destroyed her. She was 55 feet in length and of 80 tons burden.

No. 3. A dhow of 162 tons, captured at Comoro, August 31, 1861.——On the 31st August, 1861, Com-
mander Oldfield, then in command of the “Ariel,” ofl‘ the north-West point of Comoro Island, having received
information that a slave dhow had landed a cargo of slaves in a creek to the north-west of' the island, dispatched
Sub-Lieutenant Fellowes in the gig of the “ Ariel " in search of the dhow. At about 6 P.M. Lieutenant Fellowes
discovered her in a creek, hauled up on shore within a stockade. She was deserted and dismantled, and without
papers and colours. She had a slave-deck partly removed, the crew having evidently been disturbed in the
operation of removing it; two large water-tanks, each capable of holding two tons of water‘; two large pots for
cooking food, and a quantity of coarse matting. She was seized, and being stranded and unfit for a voyage to a
port of adjudication, burnt. She was 73 feet in length, and- of 162 tons burden.

Nos. 4 and 5. A dhow of 403—} tons; a dhow of 117-3% tons, captured at Angoxa, September 7, 1861.—
On the 7th September, 1861, the boats of the “ Ariel,” under the command of Captain Oldfield, entered the
Angoxa river, and found four dhows at anchor. The local Governor informed Captain Oldfield that two 0f the
dhows he honestly believed to be lawful traders, but that the other two were Soorie Arab ,slavers, and that
Captain Oldfield had his full authority to search them and judge for himself. On the same evening Captain 01d-
field boarded the two suspected dhows, and found them fitted for the Slave Trade. Both were deserted and
without papers or colours, and both had slavedecks covered with matting, one capable of carrying from 60 to 80
slaves, the other at least 150, with large cooking ranges and water-tanks, and in all respects fully equipped as
slavers. Upon the evidence of these fittings, and upon being further informed by the Governor that the dhows
had been hired by the Sultan of Angoxa to carry cargoes of slaves, Captain Oldfield seized and destroyed both
dhows, they being unfitted for a voyage to a port of adj udication. One was of 40 tons and the other of 117 tons
burden.

Nos. 6, 7, and 8. A dhow of 79—}1—tons, a dhow of 6873-9;— tons, a. dhow of 79% tons, captured in St. Antonio
River, September 8, 1861.—On the 8th of September; 1861, the “Ariel" was lying at anchor off Angoxa, when
at about 2 RM. three dhows were observed standing to the southward, whereupon the“ Ariel” weighed and bore
towards them. The dhows then here up and ran to the fiorthward, and the “Ariel” made chase. At 5 P.M. the dhows
ran into St. Antonio River, whereupon Commander Oldfield dis atched Lieutenant Fairfax in command of the gig
and pinnace of the “ Ariel ” to continue the chase. At about PJM.‘ Lieutenant Fairfax discovered two of the
dhows hauled up in a small creek, and boardedthem. On seafch‘in the first he found her wholly deserted, and
without papers or colours. He also found that she was fittedzwith aglave-deck constructed of-rattans,-and capable
of carrying about 100 slaves. He further perceived that. from the human ordnre upon it, the deck had evidently
just been used for that purpose. There were on board the dhow of number of large coarse slave-mats, and a large
water-tank aud seven large water-casks, capable of hblding altogether upwards of three tons of water. He then
seized and destroyed the dhow, she being unsuited for a voyage to a port of adjudication. She measured 50 feet
in length, and was 79 tons burden. 0n boarding the second dhow Lieutenant Fairfax found her also wholly
deserted, and without papers or colours. She likewise had a slave-deck constructed of rattans, capable of holding
from 80 to 100 slaves, three large water—tanks and two large water—casks, capable of holding altogether from
three and a half to four tons of water, a great number of mats, and a large quantity of coarse rice, such as is used
for slave food. The dhow was then seized and destroyed, being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication. She
was 54 feet in length, and of 68 tons bu'rden. Shortly afterwards, in a bend of the river, Lieutenant Fairfax

’ discovered the third dhow. She, too, was deserted and without papers or colours, and was fitted with a rattan
slave-deck capable of carrying about 100 slaves, which from the human ordure upon it had evidently been quite
recently used for that purpose. Lieutenant Fairfax found a great number of mats which had- apparently been
recently used by slaves, also a large number of earthenware vessels such as are used in feeding slaves. Lieutenant
Fairfax seized and destroyed the dhow, she being unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication. She was 50 feet in
length, and of 79 tons burden. V .

No. 9. A dhow of122% tons, with 82 slaves, captured ofi‘ Pouna Point, March 2, 1862.—0n the 2nd March,
1862, Lieutenant Clark, in command of the “ Ariel’s ” pinuaoe, cruising ofi’ Pouna Point, at about 6 P.M., saw a
dhow at anchor near the shore. Having boarded her, Lieutenant Clark found she was‘regularly fitted for the
Slave Trade. and had 82 slaves on board——42 males and 40 females. She had no papers or colours, but had a
crew of nine Northern Arabs on board, beSides nine other persons, also Northern Arabs, said to be passengers.
Lieutenant Clark seized the vessel, and conveyed her to Zanzibar, where he arrived on the 12th March, and
landed the crew and passengers of the dhow. On the 3rd March one of the slaves died of dysentery, and at Zan—
zibar two others contrived to escape. On the‘ 24th March the “ Ariel” arrived in Zanzibar harbour, when the
slaves, 79 in number, were transhipped to her, and the dhow abandoned to the British Consul, she being unsuited
for a voyage to a port of adjudication. The slaves were subsequently landed at Seychelles The dhow was 62
feet in length, and her burden was 122 tons. . ‘ ,

No. 10. A dhow of 1303—}- tons, captured in Mazinga Harbour, Madagascar, March 14, 1862.-4-It having
been reported to Captain Oldfield that two of the boats of the “Ariel” had chased two dhows into Mazinga
Harbour, Madagascar. he stood into that harbour early on the morning of the '14th March, and found several
dhows at anchor. Upon boarding one of the dhows he found her deserted, and without papersor colours.
She had a slave-deck' thirtythree feet long, and was capable of carrying upwards of 200' slaves. From the
quantity of human excrement on the slave-deck and in the hold. it was clear the vessel had just landed a
large cargo of slaves. She was therefore seized by Captain Oldfield, and. being unfit for a voyage to a P0”
of adjudication, was destroyed. She was 64 feet long, 17 feet 6 inches in breadth, and had a poop 21 feet
long. She was of 130 tons burden. ‘ . - i '

. No. 1]. A dhow of 66% tons, captured at Pemba Island, March 20, 18'62.——On the 20th March, Sub-
Lxeutenant Clark was cruizing in the “Arie’s” pinnace ofi' Pemba Island,‘ when at ‘7 P-M- a dhow was
observed at anchor in Port rChak—Chakt The pinnace stood into the port, and Lieutenant Clark boarded the
dhow, which had on board a crew of fifteen persons, Northern Arabs, and 6 slaves, male children, but no papers
or colours. Lieutenant Clark seized the dhow, and, it being too dark to prosecuteany further search that night,
made the plnnace fast to her and remained alongside all night. At daylight on the following morning another
dhow was seen sailing Up the harbour, whereupon Lieutenant Clark proceeded ‘to examine her, leaving James
Blackmore, seamen, the only hand he could spare, in charge of the dhow detained on the preVious evening. The
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second dhow proved to be a regular trader, whereupon Lieutenant Clark returned to the prize, which he found had
been run on shore. Upon boarding her Lieutenant Clark found her deserted by the crew, who had carried away
the slaves. Blackmore, the seaman left in charge of her, was mortally wounded by sabre-outs on the head, and
soon afterwards died. The dhow being hard aground Lieutenant Clark set fire to her after first measuring her.
She was 53 feet long, 15 feet in the beam, and 18 feet deep, and was 66 tons burthen.

No. 12. A dhow of 180-‘3—3— tonsi captured ofl’ Zanzibar, March 24, 1862.-—-0n the 24th March the “Ariel ”
was at anchor in Zanzibar harbour. At daylight a dhow was observed at the entrance of the harbour standing to
the northward. Commander Oldfield intercepted and searched the dhow, being authorized by His Highness the
Sultan of Zanzibar to search all suspected vessels leaving his territories. She turned out to be a Somali Arab
vessel, equipped for the Slave Trade, with a crew of thii'ty-five persons. $he had a slave—deck and a cargg of
54 slaves on board, 35 males and 19 females. The crew produced a pass from his Highness the Sultan of
Zanzibar, which pass Commander Oldfield traII'Smitted to His Highness through the British Consul at Zanzibar.
His Highness caused the case to be investigated on the 27th March, and deeided that the dhow had no claim to his
protection, having been guilty of violating his ordinance expressly prohibiting the Slave Trade and the Treaty with
Great Britain, and thereupon adjudged her in open Durbar to he a lawful p'l'ize, whereupon Commander Oldfield
formally seized her. Her crew were distributed amongst vessels hound out of His Highness’s dominions. The
dhow being a large and tolerably built ship, was despatched with the negToes to Seychelles, where the siaves were
handed with the exception of such as died, and 13 who were subsequently brought to Simon’s Town, and delivered
to the Curator of Slaves there. The dhow being unfit for a voyage to the Cape was destroyed. She was of 180
tons burthen.

No. 13. A dhow of 425% tons, captured off Pemba Island, March 39, 1862.——On the 30th of March the
“ Ariel ” was cruizing ofl’ Pemba Island. At daylight in the morning a dhow was observed under sail under the
land, and was intercepted by Suh-Lieutenant Clark in the pinnace of the “Ariel,” and boarded. The vessel was a
Buddeen dhow, such as is commonly navigated by the Northern Arabs, and had a crew of eight men of that
race on board. She had 'Arab colours flying, and was fitted as a slaver. She had 6 slaves on board, 5 female
and 1 male. The crew, on being interrogated, admitted that the vessel was bound to Lamoo to take in a cargo
of slaves. Lieutenant Clark thereupon seized the dhow and took her alongside the “ Ariel.” The crew were
examined by Captain Oldfield and Lieutenant—Colonel Peliy, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, who was on
board the “Ariel,” when they produced a pass hearing the signature of His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar,
which was represented as having been issued in the year 1861; but upon the Consul examining the pass it
proved to he an aid one granted to some other vessel in 1857, and the crew having, upon further examination,
confessed that they were bound to Lamoo, there to take in slaves, Commander Oldfield seized the dhow. Her
crew were landed, and the slaves transferred to the “Ariel," on board of which vessel they were subsequently
conveyed to the Seychelles and delivered over to the Acting Civil Commissioner, Captain Cecil Dudgeon. The
pass produced by the crew was retained by the Consul for the purpose of being handed over to the Sultan of
Zanzibar. The dhow, which measured 45 feet in length, 11 feet in beam, and 8 feet in depth, and was of
42 tons hurthen, being unfit for a voyage to the port of adjudication, was; destroyed.

No. 14. A dhow of 198% tons, captured ofi' Brave, April 4, 1862.——On the 4th Aprii, the “ Arie] ” was
eruizing ofi' Brava Harbour when at sunrise a large dhow was observed standing to the northward. On the
“Ariel” standing towards her she bore up for Brava harbour, followed by the “Ariel.” At 7 A.M., the
firiel anchored at the entrance of the harbour, and Captain Oldfield proceeded in the gig, with the whale-boat
under the command of Lieutenant Blount in attendance, to search the dhow, which had also anchored. Upon
boarding the dhow Captain Oldfield found a crew of fifteen or twenty men, Northern Arabs, but neither papers
nor colours. The dhow had a slave-deck with appropriate fittings for carrying upwards of 200 slaves, ‘three
large water-tanks holding four tons of water, a quantity of slave-mats, and a large quantity of coarse rice and
inferior dates, such as are used for slave food. Captain Oldfield seized the vessel on the charge of being engaged
in the Slave Trade. The Arab crew having attempted to rise upon him and his men, were driven into their
boat, in which they escaped to the shore, and the dhow being unsuited for a voyage to a port of adjudication
was destroyed. She was 75} feet in length, 1’9 feet in breadth, 12 feet in depth, had a poop 18 feet long,
17 wide, and 5 deep, and was of the burthen of 198‘tons. _ '

No. 15. A dhow of from 150 to 175 tons, captured sixteen miles north of Brava, April 4, 1862.——On the
same day (4th April), at daylight, a dhow was observed to the north of Brava, rounding to the northward. At
9 A.M., thew“ Arie ” stood for her, When she immediately bore up for the land, upon which the “Arie "
made chase. At 11' A.M., the dhow anchored on the edge of the surf, about sixteen miles north of Brava,
and the “Ariel” at 12‘20 anchored about 800 yards off her. It was observed that she was full of slaves, and
that the crew with their effects were escaping to the land. Captain Oldfield proceeded with two gigs of the
“Ariel” and boarded the dhow, which was thoroughly equipped for the Slave Trade, and had from 80
to 1'00's1aves on board. When boarded the crew had cut her cables, and she was fast drifting, into the surf.
Her position rendered it impossible to remove the slaves, ,one man excepted. The dhow drifted on to the
beach, and the boats were in the most imminent peril; that commanded by Captain Oldfield being swamped,
and the crew with difficulty saved, while the shore was lined with armed men, who with muskets and spears
attacker}. the boats and such of the slaves as attempted to make for them. Captain Oldfield thereupon declared
the dhow seized as a siaver, and she soon afterwards became a. total wreck. Theslaves escaped to the shore,
where they were seized by the armed men, apparently Somali Arabs, and the dhow'being deserted, her des-
truction was completed by shelling her. She appeared to be from 150 to 175 tons burthen.

No. 16. A dhow of 1255“; tons, captured‘six miles north of Brave, April 4, 1862.~—While engaged in
aestroying this dhow above—mentioned, Captain Oldfield observed another dhow standing from the south.
When about three miles distant from the “Ariel” she altered her. course to the southward. At about 1 P.M.,
the “Ariel” weighed and made chase. When about six miles north of Brava the chase finding the “Ariel”
had get within shot range, anchored about 500 yards off the shore, and her crew, consisting apparently of
Northern Arabs, with about 25 or 30 slaves, were distinctly seen to take to their boats, which in three or four
trips carried them all to the shore. The dhow was boarded and found to be fitted with a slave platform and other
slave-fittings, and being without papers or colours she was seized and destroyed.

No. 17. A dhow of 141% tons, with 100 slaves, captured at Brave, April 5, 1862.—On the 5th April, the
“ Ariel” was at anchor in Brava Roads, when, at daylight, four dhows were observed standing to the northward.
At 8 A..M., the “Ariel ” weighed anchor, and stood in-shore to intercept them. Three of the dhows were found
to be lawful traders. The fourth was without colours 01: papers, had a crew of nine Northern Arabs, and was
reguiarly fitted for the Slave Trade. She had a slave-deek, and had on board 100 negro slaves—eighty-one
males and nineteen females. Commander Oldfielti seized the dhow, and afterwards destroyed her, she being unfit
for a voyage to a port of adjudication. The crew were landed, and the slaves transhipped to the “ Ariel,” on board
of which they were conveyed to Seychelles, where they were landed. '
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No. 18.——A dhow of 189%3— tons, captured otf Pemba Island, April 21, 1862.—On the 2Ist April, Lieutenant
Fairfax, cruizing in the “ Ariel’s” Whaler off the northern point of Pemba, at 5'20 P.M., observed adhow anchor of
Masnea, and boarded her. She had neither papers nor colours, but a crew of thirty Somali Arabs, and four
negroes, believed to be slaves, in a state of nudity. She had a slave-deck capable of carrying 250 slaves, water-
tanks capable of holding upwards of five tons of water, and a great quantity of matting. Lieutenant Fairfax
announced his intention of detaining the dhow, whereupon her crew manifested signs of resistance. The Lieutenant
then returned to his boat and fired a couple of rockets at the dhow to enforce submission. The crew of the dhow
and the negroes then made their escape to the shore, some by means of the boats, and others by swimming. The
dhow was then seized, and, having been damaged by the rockets, destroyed.

No. 19. A dhow of 94% tons, captured off Juba Island, Apri122, 1862.—,‘On the 22nd April, Sub-Lieutenant
Fellowes cruizing off the Juba Islands in the _“ Ariel’s " cutter, about 1030 AM. observed a, dhow running to the
northward, and stood towards her. She instantly made for the shore and the cutter gave ghase. After an hour’s
chase, the dhow was runtashore amidst the breakers on the mainland to the northward of the Juba Islands. The-
cntter approached within two hundred yards, as near as: was safe, and the crew of the dhow were observed to make
their escape on shore with about 60 negro slaves. The wreck broke up rapidly, but the coxswain and three men
from the cutter swam off to her and measured her. She proved to be of 94 tons burthen.

No. 20. A dhow of 121% tons, captured ofl' Murka Harbour, April 30, 1862.——0n the 30th of April,
Lieutenant Fairfax, in command of the Whale-boat of the “ Ariel,” lying at anchor in the Murka Harbour, saw a
dhow running into the harbour, and proceeded to intercept her. On the boat approaching her the dhow opened
aheavy fire, and wounded three of the boat’s crew. Lieutenant Fairfax and his men boarded the dhow, upon
which her crew jumped overboard and swam ashore. She had neither papers nor colours, and was equipped for
the Slave Trade, with a slave-deck and corresponding fittings, and had a cargo of 35 slaves on board, ten males
and twenty-five females. The dhow, which had drifted towards the shore during the capture, was anchored, but
about 5 PM. parted, drifted on shore, and became a total wreck, the whole of the slaves escaping, with the excep-
tion of one female, who was put on board the “ Ariel,” and subsequently landed at Seychelles. The dhow was of
121 tons burthen.

No. 21. A dhow of 115 to 140 tons, captured off Madagascar Harbour, May 1.——-On the lst May, 1862,
Lieutenant Fellowes, cruiziug ofl“ Madagascar with the “ Ariel’s ” cutter and‘gig, observed, about 3 P.M., a dhow
run into Madagascar harbour, and anchor. Lieutenant Fellowes followed with the boats, and as they approached
the dhow, he observed the Arab crew drive sixty or eighty negro slaves overboard into the surf, whence they
swam ashore, where they were collected into a gang by a number of armed Arabs, apparently Soories, who kept
up a fire out the boats. When the boats neared the dhow, her crew escaped to the shore 'in their boats, having

first cut the cables of the dhow, which drifted on shore and became a. wreck. The crew of the gig attempted to
board the dhow as she lay on the beach, but the Arabs on shore kept up so hot 3. fire that it was not deemed
prudent to risk the men’s lives. The dhow became completely broken up, and was abandoned, after being declared
to be seized as a slaver. ’ She was of the Buddeen build, and appeared to be of from 115 tons to 140 tons burthen.

No. 22. A dhow 0f 49% tons captured near St. Antonio River, July 14, 1862.—0n' the 14th July,
Lieutenant Fairfax was despatched by CommanderOldfield in command of the .cutter, Whaler, and gig of the
“Ariel,” to inspect the St. Antonio River. At about 2 P.M. he observed a dhow under sail, which, on seeing the
boats, bore up, and ran for the shore, ofl‘ which She anchored. As the boats approached, a number of people

' were seen to quit the dhow, some swimming and some in boats, and by the time the boats reached her she was
entirely abandoned. She had neither papers nor colours, and was completely equipped for the Slave Trade. She
had a slave-deck 25 feet long, fit to carry fifty slaves ; two large water-tanks, and one cask, holding together‘about
three tons of' water, a quantity of coarse rice, earthenware pots, and wooden dishes on board. She'was moreover
recognized as a dhow which had been recaptured from Sub-Lieutenant Fellowes 011' the coast of Madagascar, on
the llth of February, 1862, wounding three of his crew of five men, she having then 30 slaves on board. She
was therefore seized, and, being unsuited for a voyage to a port of adjudication, destroyed. She was 48 feet” in
length, and of 49 tons burthen. ‘

No. 23. A dhow of 68-3—3 tons, captured in St. Antonio River, July 14; 1862.—About 3P.M. on the same
day Lieutenant Fairfax observed a dhow in a. bend of the river. She had apparently just anchored, her sails
being" bent and loose, and sixty or eighty people, a large portion of whom‘Lieute‘nant Fairfax, took to be slaves1
were in the act of leaving her, some by swimming, others by boats. Those whom Lieutenant Fairfax took to be
slaves, were driven by the Arab crew of 'the dhow into the bush as they landed. The boats pulled towards the
dhow, and Lieutenant Fairfax boarded her. He found her quite deserted. , She had neither papers nor colours,
and was completely fitted for the Slave Trade. She had a slave-deck‘ capable of carrying 150 slaves ; three large
water~tanks, capable of holding between four and five tons of water; and a quantity of earthenware pots and
wooden dishes. Lieutenant Fairfax seized the dhow as a slaver, and destroyed her, she being unfit for a voyage to
a port of adjudication. She was 72 feet in length, and of 168 tons burthen. ‘

 

No. 26.

Mr. Lagm‘d to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

Gentlemen, Foreign Oflice, November 5, 1862.
I AM directed by Earl- Ruseell t0 acquaint you that the United States’

Secretary of State has informed Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afi’aires at Washington
that Mr. Alonzo S. Upham has been appointed to the oflice of United States’ Judge
in the Mixed Commission Court established at the Cape of Good Hope, under the
provisions of the Treaty concluded on the 7th of April last between Her Majesty
and the United States of America for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

Lord Russell has requested Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies
to Vmake known this appointment to the Government of the Cape of Good Hope,
and also to give directions that Mr. Upham may be received with the courtesy and
attention due to his official position.

' I am, &c.
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD.
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No. 2‘7.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Recez'ved November 28.)

My Lord, Cape Town, September 30, 1862.

‘ WE have honour to lay before your Lordship reports of the cases of three

dhows adjudicated this day in the Court of Vice-Admiralty of this Colony, as good

prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ Ariel.” ,
We have, 8w.

(Signed) GEO._ FRERE.
FREDERICK ‘R. SURTEES.

 r

Inclosure iptNo. 27.

Report offlte Cases qf Three Dhows condemned in the Vice-Admirale Court. on the 30th September, 1862.

No. l. A dhow of 43% tons, captured ofl’ Quiloa. Harbour, October 15, 1862.—-—-On the 15th October, 1861,

Lieutenant Blount was cruizing in the pinnace of the “ Ariel ” ofi' Quiloa Harbour, when at 6'30 P.M. he observed

a dhow running to the southward, and immediately stood towards her, whereupon she put about and ran before

the wind to the southward. He then caused a musket to be fired across her bows, but without effect. The crew

of the dhow fired at the boat with shot, which Lieutenant Blount returned. The pinnace then made chase 0f the

dhow, which ran for Quiloa. Harbour, where she anchored. At about 9-80 P.M. Lieutenant Blount found and

boarded her. The crew were busy removing slave-mats and other eti'ect‘s of a similar character, and as soon as

they perceived the pinnace alongside, jumped overboard and swam ashore. On boarding the dhow Lieutenant

Blount found neither papers nor colours; but three large water-tanks holding two tons of water, a lot of coarse

slave-mats, a great quantity of rattans 'and hamboos, evidently intended to be used in the construction of a slave-

deck, a. quantity of sand ordinarily used for slaves to sleep upon, a great quantity of rice and farinha, and a

number of muskets and ammunition ready for use. Lieutenant Blount seihed the dhow, and on the next morning,

having placed a prize crew and a. native pilot on board of her, proceeded to sea with the dhow in company,

intending to make for Zanzibar, but thirty miles from that place the dhow, without any assignable cause, unless

treacherously scuttled by the native pilot, sank, with the loss of two of the prize crew and the pilot himself. The

dhow was 44 feet in length, and of 43 tons burthen.

No. 2. A dhow of 107% tons, captured off Monfia Island, October 18, 1861.——On the 18th October, 186],

Lieutenant Blount, in command of the “Ariel's ” pinnace, cruizing off Monfia Island, at 9 A.M. observed two miles

off a. dhow in the act of landing a cargo of negro slaves, on Kisomang Point, Monfia Island. He immediately

pulled for the dhow, but before he could get alongside the crew had landed the last slave, and had themselves

taken to the shore, where they remained concealed in the bush. The dhow was fitted with a slave-deck capable

of carrying 150 slaves, and in all other respects thoroughly equipped for the cargo of slaves which she had

just landed, and which, as well as Lieutenant Blount could count them, amounted‘to not less than eighty. The

crew, apparently Soorie Arabs, opened a fire upon the pinnace from their cover, and at one period made an attempt

to regain possession of the dhow. A party of sixteen of them came off in a boat, but were repulsed by the fire

of Lieutenant Blount’s men. Lieutenant Biount seized the dhow, and not being; able to spare hands to navigate

her, set her on fire. She was 54 feet long and 18 broad, and her burthen was 107 tons.

No. 3. A dhow of 91—315- tons, captured at Brave, April 28, 1862.——()n the 28th April, Lieutenant Fairfax

in the Whaler, and Sub-Lieutenant in the pinnace of the “ Ariel," were cruizing off Brave. Harbonr, when at about

11 A.M. they saw a dhow in the harbour, which they boarded. She had neither papers nor colours, but a crew of

‘tweive Soorie Arabs, ten of whom made their escape in their boat. She had a slave-deck fit to carry 50 slaves,

three large water-tauks, and two very large jars, holding together four and a half tons, and a large quantity of

slave-matting covered with human excrement—a proof that she had just landed a cargo of slaves. She was

recognized as the vessel which fired on the “Ariel’s" boats in Mombas Harbour and made her escape up the

river. *She was accordingly seized and destroyed. She was of 91 tons burthen. ,
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No. 28. »,

Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. _

Gentlemen, " Foreign Ofiice, January 16. 1862.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for'your information, copies of despatches as marked

in the marginfie Which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, on
the subject of the Slave Trade 3 and with reference to the recent importation, in
considerable numbers, of negroes, said to be free, into the Island of St. Thomas, I
have to desire that you wilhuse your best endeavours to find out the real condition
of these negroes, and if you should ascertain that slaves have been, and are still in
the habit of being introduced into this island, under the guise of free labourers, in
violation of the Treaty stipulations between this country and Portugal, you will
call the attention of the Senior Naval Officer on the station to the fact,‘ with the view
to steps being taken to detain the vessels engaged in the transport of these slaves.

I have further to desire that you will acquaint the Portuguese authorities with
the nature of the instructions you have received, and that you will Warn them of
the serious responsibility they will incur if it should be ascertained that the negroes
imported into the Island of St. Thomas have been introduced in violation of the
Treaty stipulations between the two countries. ‘ '

 

I am, 8250: ’
(Signed) RUSSELL.

No. 29.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Recei11ed February 1, 1862.)

My Lord, Luanda, October30, 1861.
WITH reference to our despatch of the 28th ultimo, we have now the

honour to lay before your Lordship an abstract of the proceedings had before the
Tribunal de Prezas, in this city, in the case ofthe British vessel “ Lord offlte Isles,”
detained by the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes on the 24th of January last,
on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade. V ‘

2. Her Majesty’s Commissioner begs your Lordship’s indulgence for not having
sooner forwarded this Report, the pressure of 'other business not allowing _ him.
Opportunity, beforethe departure of the last packet, for goingzinto the subject with
that minuteness and attention which its importance requires. . . ,

3. Your Lordship is aware that the case of the “Lord of the Isles,” which
vessel arrived in this port on the 5th February, 1861; had, in the first instance,
been brought before the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission Court, under the
Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, but that it had subsequently been remitted to the Provincial
Government, as not being one which the Mixedeourt could entertain, the vessel
not having been detained by either a«British or Portuguese ship of war. Another
circumstance which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, took this case out of the
jurisdiction of the "Court, was-that..the “Lord of the Isles,” when detained, was
lying in a Portuguese port, and therefore amenable only to the municipal laws of
t e country. . 7 , a ,

4. The first meeting of the Mixed Commissionto take this case intoconsidera-
tion was convened on the 2nd March, 1861, but an incident occurred,,-in consequence
of his Excellency the Governor-General, who was acting as Portuguese Commis-
sioner, being absent on an official visit of inspection to the southward, which your
Lordship will find explained in the inclosed extract of the “Minute of Session of that

* Class B, presented‘1862, No. 122; Ibid., 1863, Nbs.-168 and 169.
CLASS A. ‘
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day, and the copies of two letters addressed by Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner
to the Secretary.

5. The Court again assembled on the 5th March, and its proceedings on that
occasion having been reported to your Lordship in a despatch from Sir Henry
Huntley, dated 8th March, 1861, it is now only necessary for us to bring to
your Lordship’s notice the particulars respecting the adjudication of the “Lord
of the Isles ” as they appear in the records of the “ Tribunal de Prezas,” access to
which has been obligingly allowed us by the President of that Court.

6. From the ample details contained in the documents relating to this subject
(translations of the most important of which we have embodied in the summary
which forms Inclosure No. 17 to this despatch), your Lordship Will be at no loss to
comprehend the merits of the case. The quantity of water found on board of the
“Lord of the Isles” when visited by the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes
was, no doubt, in excess for the number of persons she had on board when she
arrived in that port, and, coupled with the fact of her being also provided with a
number of casks of different sizes without the Custom-house certificate required by
the 6th section of Article IX of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, was considered to
form a primd facie case of unlawful equipment against her. Looking, however, to
the facts as they are established in the evidence we have recapitulated in the
inclosed abstract of the case, it appears that, so far from their having seen any
other ground for the detention of the “Lord of the Isles,” she was not even accused
of having on board any other article prohibited by the Treaty; on the contrary,
it is seen that the fitting and equipment of the vessel, in every other particular,
incontestably proved the innocent nature of the commerce in which she was
engaged, and bearing in mind the fact that the “Lord of the Isles ” was, moreover,
furnished with a document tending to prove this, signed by His Most Faithful
Majesty’s Consul at the port from which she cleared outwards, we are of opinion,
that such a combination of circumstances might have justified the adoption of more
lenient measures on the part of the Portuguese authorities in this particular instance.
It is diflicult, indeed, to imagine how any person acting in the spirit of the Treaty
of 1842, and desirous only of carrying out the objects of that Treaty, as expressly
declared in the Additional Article thereto, could have really supposed that this
vessel was destined to be employed in the proscribed Traffic in Slaves.

7. Nor can the case of the British vessel “Lady Sale,” which was seized by a
Portuguese ship of war and condemned in this Commission in its earlier sittings in
1845, be adverted to as a case relevant to this of the “Lord of the Isles.” Whatever
relevancy there may be in any other point, there is at least a clear distinction in
the first, and most material, point, viz., that the “Lady Sale ” was furnished with a
Custom—house certificate to the effect that bond had been given by her owners for
the lawful employment of the casks on board her; whereas the owner of the “Lord
of the Isles” had neglected to observe that formality. And they also differ in the
further material point, that, although both vessels were undoubtedly engaged in
lawful trade, in the case of the “Lady Sale” much suspicion was raised by the
Portuguese captors in consequence of various other peculiarities in her outfit,
besides the quantityof water and casks on board ; but in that of the “Lord of the
Isles ” no other ground Whatever is alleged to warrant the construction put upon
the character of the ship except those already mentioned. It was a voluntary and
reprehensible fault on the part of the master of the “Lady Sale? in filling up with
fresh water, in the River Congo, casks intended only to receive palm oil, which led
the captor into error, and, taken in cembination with various other circumstances,
was considered by the Portuguese Commissioners sul’ficient to justify a sentence of
confiscation ; but in regard to the “Lord of the Isles,” it was the neglect of the owner
in not giving security that the casks should be used only for purposes of lawful
commerce, according to the requirements of the Treaty, which led to her detention,
although all the other circumstances in her case Were certainly Of an ' extenuating
nature, and afforded, indeed, the strongest evidence of the legitimate course of trade
in which she was engaged. ‘

8. The restoration of the “Lord of the Isles ” was the inevitable result of her
trial before the Tribunal de Prezas, but she Was decl‘ared ‘ to have no right to.
compensation on account of any losses, damages, or eXpenses arising out of the
detention. ' '

9. We have thought it right to make the inclosed abstract more comprehensive
than is us11al, in order to furnish the means for any explanations which may become
necessary ; and we have been somewhat minute in detailing. the proceedings of the
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Tribunal de Prezas, as they successively occurred, in order that the whole of the
facts relating to the detention and adjudication of the “Lord qf the Isles ” may, at
one view,~be presented to your Lordship’s notice. ,

We have, &C. v
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

_ , H. V. HUNTLEY. ’

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 29.

The Governor quoxsamedes to the Governor-General qf Angola.
Translation.) ‘ .
xceflent Sir, Government quossamecles, January 25, 1861.

I HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that on the 2151: instant the English brig “Lord qf the Isles”
anchored in this port outside of the anchorage appointed for merchant-ships, with the intention of remaining there

“ in franquia ;" but not having asked it within the prescribed time, the Custom-house refused it, and directed her
to make entry, which she did. , '

The chief guard, being but little experienced in the service of the Custom—house, and still less in his duties

respecting the execution of the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, merely drew up the Report of Entry, of
which Inclosure No. 2 is a copy, without proceeding to search the ship; but as I saw by this Report that she'had
made a long voyage from the Cape of Good. Hope in ballast;vand this, coupled with the different statement in the
“ Port Register,” Inclosure No. 3, giving cause to suspect her, as the commander of the schooner “ Cabo Verde "
had informed me, I therefore addressed a letter to that oficer, Inclosure No. 4; and‘he having proceeded to
examine the brig, reported to me the result, as appears iii Inclosure No. 6.

The suspicions respecting the “Lord qf the Isles” being thus confirmed, I ordered the Custom-house to
proceed to a minute search, which having been made,this day, she was found to have contravened the provisions
of the above-mentioned Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, as is seen by the copies of letters from the
Administrator of Customs, Inclosures 7 and 8, as well as by the declaration of the Commander of the Portuguese

schooner of war, Lieutenant F. A. da Silva, Inclosure' No. 9. ‘
The Captain stated that he had left in Great Fish Bay a. number of Englishmen employed in fishing; and as

they had to remain for four or five months, therefore he had on board such a quantity of water. I consequently
sent the transport “ Rodovalho ” to that place to inquire into this, giving her the orders shown in Inclosures
Nee. 10,11, and 12. V > .

Under the circumstances now stated, I consider it my duty to send this vessel to your Excellency to be tried
according to law, inasmuch as I cannot attend to the reasons and excuses ofi'ered by the Captain, but must be
guided by the letter of the Decree. I therefore defiver the ship into the charge of the Commander of the
schooner “ Caho Verde," to he sent to Luanda forthwith.

Inclosed I send the passport, manifest, and crew-list of the “Lord qf the Isles,” the only papers Which
were delivered to the Custom-house and to the Captain of the port.

God preserve,&c. (Signed) ANTONIO JOAQUIM DE CASTRO.

 

. Inclosure 2 in No. 29.

Registoy/ quntw-y 19“the “ Lord of the Isles” in the Port 9fMozambique.

(Translation)
Nation and rig . . . . . . . . . . . . English brig.
Name of the ship . . ..' . . . . . . . . “ Lord 9)" the Isles."
Tons .. ' .. .. .. .. .. .. 146.
Captain . . ‘ . . . . . . . . . . . John McKenzie.
Crew . . . , . . . . . . . . 11 ‘
Guns .., .. .. .. .. .. '.. —--.
Where from t . t . . . . . . .., . . Table Bay.
Number of days out. . . . . ‘. . . . .L t . . 8.
Cargo . . '. . . . . . . . > ' .. . . Ballast.

‘ ’ (Signed) CARLOS PRAYCE, ,
Moseamedes, January 21, 1881. First Lieutenant and ‘ Captain 9fthe Port.

 

Inclosui’e 3 in No, 29. _

C’ustom-home Report (j Entry qf“ Lord of the Isles ” at Mossamedés.

(Translation.) Custam-hause, Mommedes.
Report of Entty, made at 4 RM. on the 2lst January, 1861.

Nation and fig . . . . . . . . V . . . .' English brig.
Name of ship . . . . ~ . . t , . . . . “ Lord ofthe Isles.”
Name of captain . . . . .l ; . . . . . John McKenzie.
Tons .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 146.
Crew .. .. .- .-. '... .. ‘11.
Where frum , . . ‘.. . . . . ' .- . ‘. . Cape of Good Hope.
Cargo . . t . . . . . . . . . ,- . Ballast.

t - I o u n e I o o '60-Number of days out
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Inclosure 4 in No. 29.

The Gooemor quoemmeJes to the Commander ofthe Portuguese schooner “ Cuba Verde.”

(Translation.)
Sir, Government ngossamedes, January .22, 1861.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your confidential letter dated the day, informing me of the suspicious:

you entertain that the English brig “Lord ifthe Isles ” is destined to be employed in the Slave Trade.

In reply, I have to state that I concur with you respecting the suspicious attached to that vessel. Her long

voyage from Table Bay in ballast and her not alleging any stronger motive for entering this port, must induce us

to believe that there is something which it is desired to conceal in respect tp this voyage.

I have much confidence in the honour of the Custom-house employés, but their vigilance may be eluded,

as they have no knowledge of the places on board a ship in which it is possible to conceal those articles employed

in carrying negroes, which are enumerated in Article IX of the Treaty of July 3, 1842.

As you fortunately happen to be in this port, I hereby authorize you to proceed to search the “ Lord If the

Isles” with all necessary formality, informing me of the result, in order that I may either proceed according to

law or not, if such suspicions should prove to be unfounded. , '

God preserve, &c.
(Signed) ANTONIO JOAQUIM DE CASTRO, Governor.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 29.

The Commander cf the Portuguese schooner “ Cabo Verde” to the Governor quossamedee. ‘

(Translation)
Sir, ’ “ Cabo Verde,” Mossamedes, January 22, 1861.

THE English brig " Lord qfthe Isles " has just anchored in this port, alleging that she comes from Table

Bay with two months' voyage.
The equipment of this ship tends to corroborate the suspicious arising from the improbable and contradictory

statements made by the captain relative to his object in visiting this coast’u I hasten, therefore, to communicate

this to you, in order that you may, should you deem it advisable, call the particular attention of the proper autho-

ritiesto this ship.
My mission as a cruizer on this coast, and the special Treaty with Engiand, would authorize me in proceeding

to an examination of the suspicious equipment on board this vessel, were she not under the vigilance and responsi-

sibility of the local authorities here.
God preserve, &c. (Signed) FRANCISCO D’ASSIZ DE SILVA.

 

Inciosure 6 in No. 29.

The Commander (fthe Portuguese schooner “ Caho Verde" to the Governor quossamedes.

(Translation .)
Sir, “ Cabo Verde,” Mbesamedes, January 23, 1861.

IN conformity with your request, I proceeded to search the English brig “ Lord of the Ides,” at anchor in

this hay, in order to'aseertain whether she had on board any of the articles of equipment mentioned in the Decree

of the 10th December, 1836, and Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, which might confirm the suspicious entertained of

her being employed in the Traffic in Slaves, and, as the result of this search, I beg to inform you that, at the

outset, I found one of the most condemnatory articles of equipment on board this ship, that is, a quantity of

water in vessels of different sizes, which I estimate at not less than forty pipes, besides some empty casks; no

documents being presented from the Custom-house at the port of her departure to prove the lawful purposes for

which this large quantity of water was required. She has on board, also, a great number of sacks of salt which

do not appear in the manifest, that document only specifying a small quantity of provisions, which I also found

on board. ’

The search was not so minute but thatthere may yet exist on board of" the “ Lord ofthe Isles” other articles

of equipment which would condemn her, but in consequence of the dificuity of removing the cargo of salt, and

raising the great number of casks filled with water. After the discovery, however, of the existence of such a

great excess of water, it will now be the duty of the 'Custom-house to proceed to a. further investigation, having

particularly in view the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, and ascertaining whether amongst the payers of

the ship now lodged in that Department, there is any oflicial declaration respecting the casks and water.

Finally, I have to inform you that the captain explained this contravention of the provisions of the above-

cited Treaty, by alleging that he was not aware thereof, and declaringrthat he had to supply a. company of fishermen

established in Great Fish Bay, where, he said, no water could he found, adding that the salt was for the use of the

 

said Company. .
God preserve, &c, (Signed) FRANCISCO VD’ASSIZ DE SILVA.

Inclosure '1 in No. '29.

The Adwfinietrator qfthe Custometo the Governor thmsamedes.
(Translation.) ‘ '
Sir, Oustam-houee, iHommedes, January 25, 71861.

IN compliance with your order, I went yesterday to search the English brig “Lord ofthe Isles,” suspected of

being destined for the Traflic-in Slaves, which it was my intention to have done on the occasion ofher departure.

By the inclosed copy of a Minute which I ordered to be drawn up, you will perceive that sufficient'equipment

having been found on board this vessel, shehas been seized, and‘is now placed at your disposal, her hatches and
all means of communication with the hold being sealed before I left her.
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Inclosed you will find a copy of“ a Declaration made by the Commander of the schooner “ Cabo Verde," who

assisted at the said search, as well as all the papers belonging to‘ the “Lord qftke Isles” which have been”

delivered to this Department.
. .

God preserve, 8w. (Signed) FERNANDO JOSE GUIMARAENS, Admmut'ralor.

 

Inclosure 8 in No. 29.

Minute ofSearch. 4
(Translation.) . u '

ON the 24th January, 1861, there was visited the English brig “Lord qf’the Isles, in consequence of the

suspicions attached to her, there being present the Administrator of the Customs, with the Treasurer and Searcher,

the Captain of the Cagadores, Gomes d’Almeida, and the agent of the “ Uniio Mercantil” Steam Packet Company,

Gil Thomaz dos Santos, with me, the Acting Clerk of the Customs. The hatches of the said vessel were opened

in order to ascertain whether there was any article of slave equipment on board of her.

In the square of the hatch there were found a great number of sacks of salt, supposed to be aboot 500, of 3

or 4 casongeis each. This salt having been femoved, there was found also a number of casks of different Sizes

with drinkable water, presumed to be equal to about 45 pipes. . .

There was found also amongst the salt and casks a great quantity of firewood, none of the foregomg articles

being duly manifested.
.

' in conformity, therefore, with the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, the Custom-house of. Mossamedes is

of Opinion that there are sufficient grounds to suspect that the English brig “ Lord ofthe Isles ” 18 destmeti tobe

employed in the Traffic in Slaves, and considering her seized, places her at the disposal of the Governor of the district.

1 And that it may so appear the Administrator ordered that the present Minute shouidbe drawn up and Signed

by all present, together with the Captain and Mate. ‘ ‘
‘ (Signed) F. J. C. GUIMARAENS, Administrator.

AUGUSTO T. DOS SANTOS, Treasurer and Searcher.

Witnesses: V
(Signed) M. G. D’ALMEIDA.

GIL THOMAZ Dos SANTOS. ‘
JOHN Mc KENZIE, Captain.
E. K. EERSLAN, xilate.

 

Inclosure 9 in No. 29.

Declaration ofthe Commander ofthe Portuguese schooner “ Cabo Verde."
(Translation) ,

I HEREBY declare that on the 24th January, 1861, having gone on board the English brig “ Lord qfthe '

Isles,” at the request of the Custom-house to assist at the search of the said vessel, with a view of discovering
equipment which might confirm the suspicions entertained that she is destined for the Traflic in Slaves : the
following articles were found, which, by the laws, and by the special Treaty with Great Britain, would authorize
the capture of any ship as engaged in the Slave Trade :— - '

l. A large quantity of water, which I found, by tasting it, to be drinkable, and contained in casks of difi‘erent
sizes, but which certainly exceeds 40 pipes. " ' L

2. A number of water-casks containing stones.
Beyond these articles, which are expressly declared in the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, and the

Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, to constitute condemnatory equipment, she has also a. large quantity of firewood,

and more than 400 sacks of salt, without any document whatever to justify their being on board, inasmuch as she
has no manifest.

For all these infractions of the laws, the “ Lard qf the Isles " would“ be captured by me as a cruizet if I met
her outside this port.

(Signed) FRANCISCO D’ASSIS DE SILVA,
' Lieutenant Commanding schooner “' Cabo Verde."

 

Inclosure 10 in No. 29. - . _

The Secretary to the Government quossameqles to the Commander (film “ Cabo Verde."

(Translation) ‘ ‘ y ’ v , ' ', :
Sir, ‘ ' ' ‘ . ‘ Secretmy of Government, Mossamedes, January 22, 1861..

THE Governor commands me to inform you'that he has just learned from the Administrator of the"
Customs, and through the Captain of the “ Lord qfthe Isles,” that Great Fish Bay is occupied by the Ehglish,
fit] that hay being in' latitude about 16° 25’ south,'is, therefore, within oili- limits, which extend" to 18° seuth of
e equator. ’ ' ' ' ‘ V A

In view, therefore, of the Treaties of 1810, 1815, and 1817, this occupation can only be by a party of
. ~fishermen, or some others who have gone there to speculate. B‘e this, as it may, it Cannot be lawful, because

it cannot be done without the authority of the Government. ' ’ . V
Yon being here, the Governor considers that you should proceed on the national service to that place, and

ascertain whether this occupation has a tangible character; or consists merely in some men taking shelter there
for _a certain purpose; warning, however, the chief of them, that they cannot remain there without previously
asinng permission, inasmuch as the territory belongs to the Crown of Portugal; and should they insist in giving
this occupation a legitimate character, you will protest against the infraction of the said Treaties practised by
these people, hearing in mind that should'it prove to be a factory for the Tratfic Vin Slaves, it ought to be
completelv extinguished. W ‘

God preserve, 82c. . (Signed) HONORATO J. DE MENDONCA.
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Inclosure 11 in No. 29.

The Secretary to the Government quasmmedes to the Commander qfthe transport “ Rodowlho.”

(Translation.)
Sir, Qflice ifthe Secretary to Government, Mossamedes, January 24, 1861.

I AM directed by the Govemdr to transmit, for your information, the inclosed copy of a despatch which
was addressed, on the 22nd instant, to the Commander of the Portuguese schooner “ ‘Cabo Verde,” in this port.

That schooner having to accompany the English brig “ Lord if the Isles ” to Loauda, her commander

cannot, therefore, proceed on the duty referred to. 'You are, therefore, requested, in the interests of the national

service on so important a matter, to proceed to Great Fish Bay, as pointed out in the inolosed despatch.
I am to add, that the Governor confides in your zeal and devotion in earrying out this important mission.

God preserve, 8w. ' (Signed) H, J. DE MENDONCA, Secretary.

 

r

Incldsure 12 in No. 29.

77:9 Secreta'rgy to the Government quossamedes to the Commander ofthe transport “ Rodovalho.”

~(Trans1ation.)
Sir, Ofice qfthe Secretary to Government, .Mossamedes, January 25, 1861.

ADVERTING to my despatch of yesterday’s date, the Governor commands me to say to you that the
captain of the English brig “Lord qfthe Isles- ” states that the people who are in Great Fish Bay belong to that
vessel, and that they are waiting for him to take a supply of water to that place.

You will, therefore, inform them that the “Lord If the Isles” hailing been seized on suspicion of being
engaged in the Slave Trade, and being about to be sent to Loanda, they cannot, therefore, expect that she will
take them any assistance; and you will, consequently, afford them a passage to this place on board the vessel
under your command, in order that they may follow their ship to her destination.

\God preserve, 8m. \ (Signed) H. J. DE MENDONCA.

 r

Inclosure 13 in No. 29.

The Governor quossamades to the Governor- General qf’the Province qungola.

Translation.)
xeellent Sir, Government quossamedes, January 25, 1861.
ADVERTING to my despatch of this day’s date, I have to inform your Excellency that the captain of

the English brig “Lord qft‘he Isles" presented a letter, which he stated to be from the Portuguese Consul at
the Cape of Good Hope, recommending him to the Portuguese authorities on this coast. '

In the first place, I do not recognize the signature of the Consul, nor has the document referred to any
oflicial character, because it has not even the seal of the Consulate; and secondly, the “Lord qfthe Isles" having
a suspicious equipment on board, this letter can in no degree destroy the same.

God preserve, Ste. (Signed) ANTONIO JOAQUIM DE CASTRO.

 

Inclosure 14 in, No. 29.

Extract qfthe Mnute qfSession qf the Mixed Commission 9n the 2nd March, 1861.

(Translation.) V

PRESENT_Doctor Luis Jozé Menzies Afi'onso, President of the Relaefio, of Luanda, acting as Commissioner
en the: part of HIS Most Faithful Majesty, in virtue of the Treaty of July 3, 1842, in consequence of the legal
impediment of the Governor-General of the Province, absent on public service to the south, at Benguela and.
Mossamedes, as appears by a public announcement in the ‘f Official Boletim” of the 23rd February; and also by
a despatch dated the saiae day, and requiring him, the said President of the Relag'ao, to act as substitute for the
Governor-General m this Commission; there being alsovprese'nt Albert Schut, sworn Interpreter to the Court,
GermanotPereu'a do Valle, the Advocate of the claimants of the English brig “ Lord of the Isles," together with
the captain, mate, and boatswain of the said brig. ‘

.The Arbitrator acting as Commissioner on the part of Her Britannia Majesty not appearing at the hour
apponiteii, t_he Secretarywas ordered to inform him that the Court was waiting, and one hour afterwards a
commualcatloa was receweri from Sir Henry Huntley, the said Acting Commissioner, which is hereunto annexed
in English, w1th an authentic translation in Portuguese, in which he says that he does not consider the temporary
Ihsehce of the Portuguese Commissioner (the Governor-General) as a vacancy; inasmuch as his Excellency is
within the'hmlts of the Province, and he (the Acting British Commissioner) is, therefore, under the necessity of
not appearing at this Session.

The Acting Portuguese Commissioner then saidz—lst. That Article 'X of Annex B to the Treaty of July 3,
11842,} very clear, where the following words are used :—“ death, illness, absence on leave, or any other legal
Impediment.

le. That the Acting British Commissioner was perfectly aware, by the “ Oflicial Boletim," of the Governor-
Geherai s absence from this city on public service, and that his Excellency was, therefore, legally impeded from
acting in this Court—for such impediment, indeed, might proceed from illness, even although communicated to the ,
Court but a short time before its meeting.

13rd. That the said Acting British Commissioner, is, therefore, responsible for all consequences which may
ffise from the non-fulfilment of Article 3 of Annex B, seeing that by his refusal to appear—as manifest as it is
Illegal—he prevents the .Court from proceeding with the case now before it; therefore an authentic copy of this
Act ought to he Immediately transmitted to the said fActing British Commissioner, with a request that he Will
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acknowledge its receipt, his reply being attached hereunto, in order that this Minute may serve as a protest, which
it now is, for all losses and damages arising from the non-appearance of the said Acting Commissioner at this

seem. '
Se ‘ The claimants’ advocate then requested it might be recorded that in the name and on behalf of his clients he
likewise protested for all losses and damages which might be caused to the brig “Lord qf the Isles,” against
Sir Henry Huntley, Commissioner on the part of Her Britannia Majesty, for obstructing, by his absence, the
regular course of proceedings in this case.

(Signed) LUIS JOSE MENDES AFFONSO, Acting Portuguese Comissibmr.
ALBERT SCHUT, Interpreter.
GE‘RMANO PEREIRA DO VALLE, Claimant’s Advocate.
ANTONIO U. P. DE CASTRO, Acting Secretmy.

 

Inclosure 15 in No. 29.

Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Secretary qfthe Mixed Commission.

11', Loanda, March 2, 1861.
WITHIN this last hour I have been informed that the Court of Mixed Commissions will assemble this day at

noon for the purpose of transacting business. , -
As I believe his Excellency the Governor-General has not returned from his tour in the province, I do not

see how the Court can legally assemble under the provisions of Article X, Annex B, of the Treaty of July 3, 1842‘,
as I do not consider the temporary absence of the Commissioner to establish the vacancy in the office, the

Commissioner being actually in the Province. C
With every respect and deference to those opinions which may difi'er from my own on this occasion; I must

therefore decline giving my attendance in this instance. ,
y I have, &c.

(Signed) ' H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 16 in No. 29.

Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Secretary y'the Mixed Commission.

Illustrious Sir, Loomda, JIIM'ch 2, 1861.
SENHOR VALLE having pointed out to me a passage in the Slave Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between

England and Portugal which provides for the place of the Commissioner being filled when by “ any legal impedi-
ment ” that officer shall be prevented from attending, I beg- you will inform the Judge of the Court of
Relaefio that in consequence I regret the delay I caused inadvertently to-day in the proceedings of the Court, and
that I shall be ready to act with him in the Court of Mixed Commissions on Monday, or such other day as may be
suitable. '

My error arose from the words “ any legal impediment ” appearing in the Preamble of Article X of Annex B
of the Treaty I had before me, and not in the body of the 3rd clause, or elsewhere iIn that&Treaty. /,

i am, e.
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 17 in No. 29.

Abstract qfthe Proceedings howl bgfiwé the Tribunal de Prezas at‘Loamda in the ease ofthe British vessel
“ Lord of the Isles.” ,

THE first point which the Tribunal was called upon to decide in the present case was, its competency to take
cognizance thereof. - , , ‘ ' '

It was urged in argument by the Advocate of the Crown, who appeared on behalf 'of the captors, thatthis
ease fell within the jurisdiction of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission, under the Treaty of 3rd July,
1842 ; and that gentleman pressed this viewtof the matter in the following terms: _ ’

“ The IVth Article of the Treaty says that within the ports of one of the High Contracting Parties, no
ship belonging to the other 'can be detained, unless assistance be requested in writing on the part of the
authorities of the country, and that those authorities are not allowed the right of seizure, but only to take
efficacious measures of precaution. ,

“ The latter part of this Article can only he understood as explanatory of what goes before, that is to
say, that the last of the measures which the authorities 0f the country are to employ is that of asking for the
assistance of a. cruizer, and that they can never of themselves detain a ship, inasmuch as the Article referred to
only confers on them the right of preventing any ship belonging to the other nation from violating the
dispositions 'of the Treaty. V ‘

‘5 From this it must be inferred that the fiscal» authorities of a. country can never be considered as captors,
and when, at their request, a cruizer interferes, her Commander must ‘ on his ‘own responsibilityefi'eet the
detention of the ship. Article V of the Treaty removes ‘all doubt on this point, and shows that ships
detained in the manner described have a right to receive compensation for damages within the period of one
year, reckoned from the day on which the Mixed Commission pronounces sentence. This Article clearly
Defers to the hypothesis. preceding it, which renders liable for' such compensation the nation whose amines
shall have been guilty of the illegal detention. From all this, tw_o conclusions must be drawn: ‘

“ 1. That the detention can never be made except by a cruizer at the réquest of the authorities I'm shore,
who are not allowed to take any other measures to prevent the violation of the stipulations of the Treaty,
except that of calling for the assistance of a cruiser; and ’
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" 2. That it appertains to the Mixed Commission to take cognizance of the cases of detention of this

nature, as is clearly laid down in the Article referred to.

“He, therefore, requested that the Tribunal, in view of the special law cited, would pronounce itself

incompetent to proceed to judgment in the present case.”

These arguments were not deemed conclusive by the Court, which, on the contrary, took an entirely different

’view of the matter, and on the 15th March, 1861, pronounced its opinion thereon, of which the following is a

translation :—
“ The Tribunal does not confirm the arguments of the Advocate of the Crown regarding its incompetency

to take cognizance of the case of the ‘Lord of the Isles,’ inasmuch as the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842,

prohibited the cruizers from visiting or detaining any ship within the ports, or within cannon-shot of the batteries

on shore, unless on a written demand for co-operation on the part of the authorities of the country; and it is

clear, that if the authorities on shore did not ask for this co-operation, or did not wish to ask for it, or if there

should not be within or near the port any cruizer from which such co-operation could be asked, it is the duty

ofthose authorities to cause the vessel to be visited, and to be detained in the event of there being found on

board of her any articles of equipment for Slave Trade; and the detention being made by the authorities of the

country, in the manner described (that is, the ship being at anchor within the port), it is evident that such a

prize cannot, and ought not, to be adjudged by the Mixed Commission, in view of Article III of Annex B,

which says—
“ ‘The Mixed Commissions are to decide upon the legality of the detention of such vessels as the cruizers

of either nation shall, in pursuance of the said Treaty, detaiu.’

“ This vessel, however, as is proved by the ‘autos,’ was not detained by a cruizer, but by the authorities

on shore, nor in conformity with the above-cited Treaty, but in accordance with the Decree of the 10th December,

1836, a special law to which all ships, whether national or foreign, are subject whilst at anchor within the ports,

or within cannon-shot of the batteries on shore, a limit over which all nations possess jurisdiction, and which the

aforesaid Treaty expressly recognizes; *

“ Consequently, this vessel does not come within the application of the dispositions of the Treaty, not having

been detained in virtue thereof ; but the case comes within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal de Prezas, created by

the Decree of the 14th September, 1844, to adjudge the prizes made at sea in conformity with the aforesaid

Decree of the 10th December, 1886, and not included in the Treaty referred to, whether such prizes may be

captured under the national or foreign flags, as is expressly laid down in the 131: Article of the said Decree of

14th September, 1844. - '

“ The Tribunal is, therefore, of opinion that the arguments of the Advocate of the Crown upon this point

cannot be admitted, and considering itself competent to decide upon the detention of this ship, it orders that

the proceedings may be continued, and that to-morrow, at 6 o’clock in the; morning, the survey, which was post-

poned from yesterday, shall be held, the necessary notice being given to this effect.”

On the 16th March, the members of the Tribunal de Prezas repaired on board the “ Lord qfthe Isles,” to

hold a survey on her, and from the Minute drawn up on that occasion, it appears that “about 500 sacks of

salt were found on board of her, containing probably 2,000 alqneiras.”

The claimant’s Advocate, Senhor Germano Pereira do Valle, then presented a petition, praying that seven

points, therein specified, might be submitted for the report of Arbitrators;

This petition was ordered to be filed, and the points submitted therein, tegether with the replies of the

officers appointed by the Court, were as follows :— ‘

1. The number of casks of drinkable water which may he found on board the brig “ Lord qfthe Isles."

A. Thirty-nine pipes and three barrels: of these pipes some are smaller than those used for wine and rum,

« and others much larger.
2. The number of gallons of water which these casks are capable of containing, and if the quantity of water

found on board, allowing for the wastage which always occurs, exceeds what might be requisite for the crew and

live stock, during the stay of this ship on the coast, fishing, at least eighty days; for her return to the Cape 0f

Good Hope, thirty days; and to leave seventeen fishermen on shore in a desert; Great Fish Bay, Where there is no

drinkable water, or supplies of any kind, to be had, allowing for these seventeen men sufficient water for drinking,

cooking, washing, and other requisites, for five months, at least.

A. The water which the above-mentioned casks could receive is about 1,257 almudes, but we find few

of them filled up, and some even empty, this being fully explained by the fact that casks always lose by leakage a

portion of the liquid which they contain; and the consumption of water by the crew during the voyage must also

be taken into consideration. Supposing all the casks to be full, and the ship having a crew of eleven persons, as

appears by the crew-list, she had on board water sufficient for twenty months.

3. If the vessel has on board any other casks besides those which contain drinkable water, stating their

capacity and contents, and if any, or all of them, are suitable or not for receiving oil, and salt or dried fish.

A. There area few barrels, with salt meat and fish. ,

4-. That the divisions,’bulkheads, and sleeping—places on board the “ Lord of the Isles,” whether in the hold,

on deck, or elsewhere, may be examined, and whether any of them, and which, are such as are found on board

vessels fitted for slaves. ,

A. This ship has no divisions or bulkheads other than those which are. requisite for, and usually found on

board of, vessels employed in licit commerce. ‘ V ’

5. That an examination may also be made of the utensils and gear for fishing, or of any other articles brought

by the transport “ Rodovalho ” from Great Fish Bay. '

A. The commander of the “ Rodovalho ” can alone reply to this. ,

6. That the surveyors may declare whether they find on board any planks, beams, or other articles of

equipment specified in Article IX of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842. , y

A. Beyond the water and casks already referred to, there are no other articles of equipment mentioned in the

Treaty, except they be concealed under the water—casks, which have not been unstowed. But this does not

appear probable, because through the interstices nothing could be seen but stone ballast.

7. And finally, that the commander of the aforesaid transport “ Rodovalho ” may declare, under oath, whether

he found the seventeen men which he brought to this port from Great Fish Bay, to which place he went to

receive them by order of the superior authority,»employed in any other occupation than that of fishing and

rocurin oil. -
P Ongthe 19th March, the Court met to proceed to the examination of witnesses, and there being present

Mr. Albert Schut, as sworn interpreter, Captain McKenzie, of the “ Lord of the Isles," was called and deposed

as follows:— , .

“That the vessel under his command was prepared'and fitted out at the Cape of Good Hope for a fishing

voyage on the coast to the north of that Colony near Ichaboe.
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“ From this latter place she proceeded to Great Fish Bay, where he was informed that there was an

abundance of fish, and afterwards he went to land provisions for the supply of a guano factory belonging to the

same owner.
“ That he went to Mossamedes to receive water, the quantity which he had brought with him being insufficient

for the crew, and for the persons employed in the fishery at Great Fish Bay That he had been informed that

water might be obtained at that place when required for the continuation of a fishing voyage; but that being

afterwards told there was great difiiculty in getting it, as it had to be carried two miles by land, he determined

on not taking any. >

“On being interrogated as to the manner in which he entered the port of Mossamedes, he declared that

whilst the ship was yet under sail, the Portuguese pilot came on board, and he delivered up to him the command

Inf the vessel, which was conducted to the anchorage on the 2lst January last. That he was visited the same day

by the Custom-house, and by the Lieutenant of the Portuguese schooner 'of' war ‘ Caho Verde,’ who, on the

24th January, after having searched the ship, caused the hatches to he closed. v
“ On being interrogated as to the absence of any manifest for the great number of casks found on board, he

replied that the owner of the ‘ Lard qf the Isles ’ has many other vessels employed in different parts of the world,
and that their water-casks are never manifested, and he was even ignorant that there was any Treaty which

rendered this obligatory. , ‘

“ On being interrogated respecting the number of persons which he had on board, he‘ replied that over and
above the number mentioned in his crew list the ship had on board when she left the Cape thirteen men who had

entered into a contract for the purpose of fishing, and that four negroes were afterwards engaged at Ichaboe for the
same purpose, the whole number on board for whose consumption water was required being, therefore, twenty-

ei ht.
, .

g ‘“ He deposed further, that the owner of the ship is the same mentioned in the register, and is established in
business at the Cape of Good Hope. ' V

“ That he, the deponent, has already .eonnnanded an English steamer, and been five years Captain of ships,
but that he never had any knowledge of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal,
and that during his services as Captain he has visited different ports, both -to the eastward and westward of the
Cape of Good Hope, but that this was the first voyage he had made to the Portuguese possessions in' Africa.

“ E. R". Eerslaw, mate of the detained vessel, ’being’c‘all‘ed an‘d' eXar'nined;' deposed, that the shili was fitted out
at the Cape of Good Hope with all the necessary appurtenances for a fishing establishment to the north of that
Colony, and proceeded thence first to [chaboe, where the owner had a guano establishment, and afterwards to
Great Fish Bay to form a fishing establishment, and "leave there the people who had entered into a contract for
that ur ose. '

I‘)‘ Tphat they afterwards went to Mossamedes in order to ascertain whether they couid get supplies of fresh
water there for the said fishing estabiishment, it being much nearer than the Cape of Good Hope.

“ That on their arrival at iMossamedes the vessel was visited by the authorities from the shore, and having
been detained, was sent to this port, where she now is. ‘ 4 ' a

“ That the casks on board were not manifested for the same reason that the casks on board ships belonging to
the same owner, and employed in connection with his guano factory, are never manifested. ‘ v -

" The boatswain, Carls Andersen, being examined, confirmed in every [respect the evidence of the mate,
excepting as to the manifesting of the casks, upon which point he stated that he was entirely ignorant, inasmuch as
it was foreign to his occupation to examine or inquire into the regularity or irregularity of the ship's papers."

The claimant’s advocate then prayed that, besides the point submitted in Article 7 of his petition, dated the
15th instant, the Commander. of the Portuguese transport “ Rodovalho” might be interrogated—

I. With respect to the information which he received in Port Alexander relative to the detained vessel and her
ca tain. '
p 2. Respecting the quantity of water given daily to each of the crew of a vessel to drink and cook, besides

what may be requisite for washing. ' ' '
Luis Antonio Themudo, ‘ Second Lieutenant in the Portuguese navy, and Commander of the transport

“ Rodovaiho," being therefore called, deposed :—
“ Thatvhavinggone to Great Fish Bay, by order of the Governor of Mossamedes, to ascertain if there were

there seventeen men belonging to the ‘Lord ofthe Isles,’ and, if so, to request them to leave that place, with a
view of accompanying their ship, which had been detained, he found those seventeen men » employed solely and
exclusively as fishermen, and even then in want of provisions and water. That he received these seventeen men
on board his ship, and brought them to this port, together with all the-fisiiing~tackie and'ute‘nsils which they had,
monsisting of a net, 'harpoons, hooks, spears, and choppers, such as are used yin'whraling, with' four boats for the
use of the said fishery, large vessels for' depositing fish, tables for salting them, wooden rafters to form stretchers
for fish, some studding—sail booms; and a sail of which they had made a tent; and, beyond this, more than 100
sects of salt, a great quantity of fish, some dried, some in barrels, and, others in tins, to be afterwards put into
cas 8. ~

“ That having, by order of the Governor of Mossamedes, gone to Port Alexander to inquire into the proceed-
ings of ‘the captain of the detained vessel at that place, he was informed that she had anchored oi!" the Peninsula
which forms the port, and, the following day, gone in and anchored near the lahd. ' ' '

“ That some of the people employed therein the fisheries had gone on board, and brought the captain on
shore, with whem they commenced eating and drinking, and that, when going off to the vessel again, they proposed
to the captain that he should buy a young negro who accompanied them. That the captain said he would, and
when they got alongside he threw a rope over to hoist the negre on board, but immediately drew it up again ;‘ and
all this did not ‘pass as a'joke amongst them. 7 i ‘ ‘ .

“ That the quantity of water which is allowed daily to each person on board ship, in ordinary circumstances,
is two ‘ canadas.’ one to drink and one to cook, 'beyond‘ which it is customary tn ailow seine ‘for washing, but that;
in places where water is readily o'btained, it is usual to allow to each as much as he requires to drink.”

On the 19th March the claimant's Advocate presented a petition, praying that the following papers might be
received in evidence, and annexed to the Process :— ' V . ,

l. A passport addressed to the Portughese authorities, and, signed by Alfred. Duprat, Commissioner; of the
British and Portuguese Mixed Cummission established at the Cape o'erood pre.’ '

2. A despatch from the said Commissioner addressed to theiPortuguese authorities Which be supposed to
e“Sist in Great Fish Bay, to which place the_"‘L'ard If the Isles" was bound. to establish a fishery.

. 3. Two letters of instructions, dated respectively the 8th and'26th Dethber, addressed by the 'OWner of the
Ship to the captain, 'with tfansiations annexed. ' i

'4. Copy o’f'a contract entered into with thirteen fishermen who’recently arrived in this port, from Great Fish
Bay, in the transport “Rodov’alho,” the original whereof remained, in the hands of thesaid owner. ,

CLASS A.
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The originals of the two documents referred to in the first and second paragraphs of this petition, which were
written in the" Portuguese language, having been returned by order of the Court to the captain of the “Lord. thker
Isles,” and no copies retained on the'file of the Court, they cannot here be given; but Portuguese translations of
the letters and contract mentioned in the third and fourth paragraphs having been annexed to the Records, the
following are re-translations of them :— '

Lette'rfi'om M‘. R. A. Granger to Captain Me Kenzie.

“ Dear Sir, “ Cape Town, November 8, 1860.
“ Proceed to Ichaboe, and inform the people there of the arrival of the ‘ Flibberty ;’ and afterwarfis proceed

to Sandwich Harbour and commence fishing for snack between that port and Hollowsberd, where Captain Spencer
left instructions with the Headman to permit the drying and storing of fish. ' .

“ You will continue this until the arrival of the ‘ Flower of Yawer,’ or :{my other ship which I may send With
salt, and which will meet you in Sandwich Harbour, and, having received it, you will proceed to Great I‘lsh Bay,
sending me all the fish which may have been taken by the vessel which conveyed the salt, should she be one of
in own.Y ‘4 I will send one of my ships to Great Fish Bay about Christmas, or perhaps sooner. I think it will be the
‘Annie Baker,’ and I will send you a supply of salt and provisions, &c., by her, With orders how you are to
proceed. '

“ Be careful that the fish is well salted, and in good condition.
“ If the fishermen can induce four or five of the natives of Sandwich Harbour to accompany them to Great

Fish Bay, you may take them, because they are very useful for cleaning and drying the fish. .
“ Teke care of your provisions, because you are only supplied for three months and a-half; but before

February another ship will he with you in Great Fish-Bay. _ .
“ Obtain all the information you can as to the healthiness of the bay, as well as the neighbourmg coast, and

its commerce. . ‘
“ Hoping that this speculation may be to our mutual advantage, I am, &e.

(Signed) “ R. A. GRANGER.”

“ NB. Should the fishermen remain at Great Fish Bay, leave with the head man the letters from the Portu—-
guese Consul, and the despatch for the Captain of the Port.”

Letterfrom Mr. R. A. Granger to Captain M; Kenzie.

“Dear Sir, ' “f Cape Town, November 26, 1860.
“ The ‘Wave Spirit ’ sails to-day, and has on board for you 500 bags of salt (200 of: Algae. _Bay and 300 of

Liverpool), and also two rolls of twine to mend the nets. 0:: the return of the ‘ Wave Spll'lt: I W111 put on board
of her 800 sacks of salt, and provisions for four months for the fishermen and crew, and I W111 send her to Great
Fish Bay to relieve you, by which time I hope you will have a cargo of fish. I trust you Wlll have on board
sufficient to ballast the ‘ Wave Spirit. ’ for her return voyage. ' .

“ Should there be an abundance of snock, it would be better for you to remain there some tlme longer, because
I 6.0 not know whether you will find that fish further to the north. V

“ This description of fish is sold at the Mauritius for 451. per ton, and the others for 25!. or 301.
“ My brother will furnish you with any provisions you may require.
” Hoping that you may be fortunate, I am, Szc. ‘

(Signed) “ R. A. GRANGEm".

Contract entered into between Mr. Granger and the Fishermen employed in Great Fish Bay.

“We, the Undersigned, hereby agree to proceed to Great Fish Bay, to catch, dry, and salt fish for Robert
Granger and‘Cog’of Cape Town, at the following rates, viz. : '

“ Shock, Guelbeck salmon, stock-fish, and steubras, 4]. per ton.
“ Hurders, cured in pickle and packed in casks, 2s. per 100. ,
“ Oil, properly tried out and strained and of pale colour, 20L per ton of 302 old gallons.
“ And should any of the fish not be properly cured, and spoilt in consequence of such neglect, we herewith

bind ourselves -to pay for the salt used for the same, providing the fish does not sell for the value of the salt.
“ The hurders’to be full size or no pay.

“ Scale 0 Provisions or a week er man;‘ P

“3 lbs. beef, 3 lbs. pork, 3 023'. tea, 9 025. cofi'ee, 1 lb. sugar, 2 lbs. flour, rice and breed as much as can be
used without waste, at discretion of head man.

“ And we further hind ourselves to be under the orders of the head—man left in charge.
“ This agreement to be binding for twelve months.”
 

0n the 2lst March, 1861, the claimant’s advocate presented his defence of this ship, of which the following
is a translation :—

“ The English brig ‘ 40rd qfthe Isles,’ whereof John McKenzie is captain, and Robert A. Granger of the
Cape of Good Hope, owner, was detained by the Custom-house at Mossamedes on the 24th January last on
suspicion of being engaged in the illicit Traflic in Slaves, in violation of the provisions of the Decree of the 10th of
December, 1836, and the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. ‘

“ The grounds ofher detention were :—-~
“ 1. Having on board a large number of sacks with salt.
“ 2. ‘A quantity of water more than is requisite for the consumption of her crew.
“ 3. Because the casks containing'the said water were not manifested.
“ Previous to the detention various circumstances occurred, amongst the most remarkable of which was that

of its being alleged at Mossamedes that this vessel wanted to ship slaves by force at Port Alexander, and that on
the day of her arrival at Mossamedes she anchored outside the place allotted to merehant-ships intending to ask
‘ franquia,‘ which was refused by the Custom-house.
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‘4 There is seen, however, at folios l3 and 14 of this process, a declaration signed by the Commander of the
Portuguese schooner of war ‘ Cabo Verde,‘ at anchor in the port of Mossamedes, on the occasion of the detention,
confirming the existence on board the detained brig of various casks not manifested, and a quantity of water
estimated at forty pipes. It is stated, moreover, in this declaration that there are on board a number of water-
casks containing stones. ‘ .

“ By the survey held on board in the presence of the Court it is proved :— ,
“ :1. That there are on board a great number of lacks with salt, which is not any proof of illicit commerce,

but on the contrary. ,
“2. That there are on board casks of various sizes (39 pipes and 33 barrels), some containing- water, others

empty, Which if they were all completed with heads might hold 1,257 almudes. '
“ 3. That there does not exist on board any other articles of equipment, the casks containing stones not

having been found in the vessel. ,
“By the five documents for the defence, from folio 78 to folio 88, by the unanimous declarations of the

eaptain, mate, and boatswain of the ship, and by the log, which was examined, it 'is proved—
“ 1. That the detained vessel sailed from the Cape of Good Hope with a crew of eleven persons and thirteen

fishermen, for the purpose of fishing and obtaining oil in Great Fish Bay, about ninety miles to the southward of
Mossamedes, or in latitude 16° 30' south. .

" 2. That she went to the Island of Ichahoe to deliver provisions for a guano factory there belonging to the
same owner, and having there hired four natives proceeded to Great Fish Bay.

" 3. That on her arrival at that place she established a fishery on shore, leaving there the seventeen men
whom she had on board for that purpose.

“ 3. That having afterwards touched at Port Alexander she went to Mossamedes, where she arrived on the
illst January last, for the purpose of purchasing provisions for her crew, and for the people, left at Great Fish
Bay, and also for obtaining water there when requisite (it being much nearer to that place than the Cape of Good
Hope), as well for the crew during the vessel’s stay on the coast; and her return voyage to the Cape, as for

leaving with the seventeen fishermen engaged for twelve months, who had to remain at Great Fish Bay until the
return of the ‘ Lord ofthe Isles,’ or the arrival of some other vessel belonging to the same owner. '

“Not only do those documents, and the declarations of the captain and others, with all the circumstances
here mentioned, fully prove that this ship was lawfully employed, but, furthermore, the sworn deposition of the
Commander of the Portuguese transport ‘ Rodovalho,’ respecting what he saw and observed in-Great Fish Bay—
to which place he had been by order of the superior authority at Mossamedes—leaves nothing to he desired. '

“ The existence at that place of the seventeen fishermen, of a great quantity of fish already salted and dried,
of all the tackle and utensils used only for fishing. of the oil and the salt, &c.,' which the Commander of the said
transport brought to this port, as well as the great quantity of salt found on board the detained brig, are incon-
testable pooofs in [favour of the claimants.

“ Great Fish Bay promised to the claimants great advantages in their fishery, in consequence of the abundance
of fish which is there found, and which fetches a high’price at Mauritius. It being, however, a Portuguese
Possession, they could not establish a fishery there without permission from the competent authority.

“ For this purpose the captain is furnished with two documents written and signed by thePortuguese Consular
authority at the Cape of Good Hope. ' ‘ _

“ This proves that the claimants respected the rights of the Crown of Portugal, and that they certainly
would not have established themselves in that desert without permission, if they had found there the authorities
which were supposed to exist; ‘ _

“ Captain Me Kenzie presented those documents to the Governor of Mossamede’s, as is seen by the‘ despatch
at folio 18, but due weight was not given to them, under the pretext that the signature was not recognized, as if
the want of that formality (difficult to be observed at Mossamedes), could justify the ignorance of the Governor
and other authorities there, who are supposed to know that, at the Cape of Good Hope there exists 'a Portuguese
Commissioner and Arbitrator, the former of whom acts as Consul.

“ It does not appear that the Tribunal ought to occupy itself with the uncalled-for declaration made at
Mossamedes by an ignorant person who did not understand English, to the effect that the captain of this ship
wanted to purchase slaves by ‘force in Port Alexander, a declaration which did not require the deposition of the
Commander of the “ Rodovalho” to destroy it, inasmuch as it destroyed itself. , ‘

“ Nor ought any weight to be attached to the allegation respecting the existence of ‘casks containing stones,
because no such things were found on board; nor, finally, to the circumstanceof the floral of the Isles ’ having
anchored at Mossamedes out of the proper position, inasmuch as it is declared by the Captain, and confirmed
by the Commander of the transport ‘ Rodovalho,’ who was present at the time, that the ship was under sail when
the pilot went on board, and anchored her where he thought proper. . n

“ We have only to deal, therefore, with the two supposed articles of equipment, viz., the casks of' different
sizes, and the water, which is said to be more than requisite; In the manifest, it is true, neither one nor thevother

_ is shown; but if we believe that no ship can navigate without. water, and that there is no law which obliges a
vessel to manifest ‘her casks and water, it must readily be acknowledgedthat the number of Vcasks found on
board this fishing vessel, whose voyage is of uncertain duration, is not. excessive. , y

“ The water was for twenty-eight persons, seventeen of whom would have to remain for five months at least
in the desert of Great Fish Bay, where there is no drinkable water, not supplies of any kind to be had ; and eleven
who would require water for eighty days, that being the time the vessel would be detained in ‘cnmpleting her
cargo of fish and oil. and thirty days beyond this to return to the Cape of Good Hope, or even more, having to
pmeeed to Mauritius to sell her cargo. ‘ 7 _ ' , v '. ‘ , , '

' “ The declaration hereunto annexed of the experienced Captain Thomaz Antonio Tarraeao,‘who cannot be
suspected of partiality, says that a vessel‘of the size of the ‘Lord qf'the [Sles' would requirefm‘ a certain voyage,
and 301' a crew of thirteen men,yat1east 26 pipes of water,which, at the rate of 28 almudes, are 728, (or, 8,736
cana as. . t t t

"‘ It is clear, therefore, that if for thirteen persons that quantity of water would be requisite, for twenty-eight,
which the ship had to supply, more than double the quantity mentioned would be necessary, and, consequently,
that the water which, was found on board would be insufficient, more particularly as the duration of thevoyage of
this ship was uncertain. : i i ' . . ' ‘ I

“It is a circumstance worthy of note, and one to which the Tribunal certainly will not fail to give due
consideration, that the fLorcl qft/m Isles' was not‘metwith inra suspicious locality, inasmuch asno one can
suppose that to the'southward of Mossame‘des‘it is possible toefi'ect a shipment of slaves, and more particularly
m a vessel having on board salt, waiter, and articles used only for fishing purposes, without money or any
valuable goods which might be used for purchasing slaves, provisions, 8w. ‘ .

The declaration made by the captain that he had no knowledge of the Treaty ought not either to have much(I
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weight,.because persons employed in navigating the eastern and western coasts of Africa, where it is known or
suspected the Traffic in Slaves is carriedon alone, make themseIVes acquainted with the laws and'Treaties prohibiting
that Trafiic. .

“ We will now proceed to inquire whether the quantity of water found on board the ‘ Lord qfthe Ikles" was

excessive or not, and if the captain was justified in going tq Mossamedes.
“ By the minute of detention, and by thedeclarationof the Commander of the Portuguese schooner‘of war

‘ Cab’o Verde,’ the quantity of water contained in all the casks was estimated at 40 pipes, which, at 28 almudes to
the pipe, is equal to 1,120 almudes, or 13,440 canadas, Portuguese measure.

“ The surveyors calculated it at 1,257 almudes, or 15,084 canadas.
“ Between these two calculations we must take the medium, and it appears, therefore, reasonable to say 1,1‘00

almudes, or 13,200 canadas, which is about the quantity estimated by the captain. '

“ According to the sworn declaration of aeompetent person at folio 75, it is customary to allow two-canatihs of

water daily to each of the crew on board a ship, one to drink, the other to ceok, besides what may be requisite for

washing.
“ For the consumption of the whole of the livestock on board it certainly will not be considered excessive to

allow two eanadas daily. v
Days. Canadas.

 

"‘ Having. therefore . . . . . t . .. . . 13,200
“For 11 men composing the, crew during the ship’s stay on the coast

waiting to obtain a cargo . . . . . . . . . . 80
“ Ditto, ditto, for the return voyage to the Cape of Good Hope ,. 30
“ For 17 fishermen during at least five months detention in fishing,

being the time allowed for the return of the ship ' . . ' . .‘ 150
“ 28 persons at 2 canadas per diem . . .'. . . . . 56
“ For live stock, 2 canadas, for 110 days. . . . . , . . 220

' —— 14,780

“ Water required more than the quantity on board“. ,. . . . . 1,580

“If, therefore, we take into consideration the-quantity of water which is: always wasted and' destroyed, and
also hear in mind the fact that all the water found on board the ‘Lord qfthe Isles’ was not drinkable, the
captain appears to have been fully justified in proceeding 'to Mossamedes, and the quantity of water- found on
board cannot be cozisidered excessive, unless, indeed, it- may be desired to' sustain the error committed by the
captors, Who, paying no attention to the legal passport at folio , and the declaration of the captain, did not
include in their calculation the seventeenrmen who had been left in the Desert at Great Fish- Bay, and whom the
ship was obliged to supply with water. ‘ '

‘ “With regard to the number of casks, ithas already been shown that it Was not extraordinary, bearing in
mind the people to be supplied, and the time this ship's voyage would occupy. In this. respect, alga, it has been
shown that it is neither customary nor necessary to manifest casks' and water for ships, inasmuch as for vessels
proceeding on a specific voyage, these are calculated by the time such voyage may occupy, and by the number of
the crew, passengers, 8w, '

“ The declaration of a competent person herewith annexed confirms this allegation.
“ We conclude, therefore. by praying for the restitution of this ship, as the consequence-of her illegal detention,

with the right to losses and damages. ‘
“Leandra, March 21, 1861,

“ GERMAND 'PEREIRA DO VALLE, Claimant’s Advocate.”

 

Annexed to the foregoing defence are two documents containing the written answers given by parties to whom
the claimant’s Advocate had referred; first, as to the number of water-caslxs requisite for‘ a ship of 160 or 200

tons, and their capacity; and, secondly, whether. it is customary to enter water~casks on the manifest of a Ship.
In answer to the first query, Captain T. A. Tarraeio, commanding a Portuguese merchant-ship in the harbour

of Luanda, replied as follows :—
The ber_qne “ Benjamin ” under my command is manned by thirteen persons, and has on board twenty-six

p'pes, each containing twenty—eight almudes of water. Other ships with the same number for their crew, and fora
like voyage, carry about the same quantity. h ~ ‘ ' -

, “ The water of a ship must always be'in proportion to the number of her crew, and the trade or commerce in
which she is employed; for example, a ship of a certain tonnage which is‘ employed in fishing must always be well
supplied with water, inasmuch as her crew is without doubt larger than that of another vessel of the same tonnage
employed in carrying merchandize.” ' . ‘ -

To the second query, Mr. Albert; Sehut, a merchant at Loanda, made the following statement :—
" In reply to your question, I have to state that in no part of the world, except in Portuguese ports, is it

customary to manifest the water of a ship, and this fact may be easily provedrby the manifests of- all foreianships
entering this port,‘which .ought to exist in the public Departments.” ' a ,

It is remarkable that no arguments were ofl'ered on the part of thevcaptors in suppgrt of their right to detain
the “Lord cf the Isles,” nor were any proofs presented against this ship beyond those contained in the papers
which formed the basis of these proceedings; but on the 23rd March, 1861,, the Tribunal metand pronounCed
judgment in' the following terms, viz. : ' ' v \

“Having examined the evidence relating to the detention of the. Englishbrig ‘Lord qf the Is‘les’ by the
Custom-house’authorities of Mossamedes, on suspicion of being engaged in the Traflic in Slaves, in contravention
of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, and Treaty of 3rd July,,1842., it is proved. that this ship belonors to
Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope; that she proceeded-from thence to Great Fish Bay, a Portuguese possessigr); to
the south of ’Mossamedes, to he employed in taking fish, some to he salted, and others for the purpose of extracting
oil; that she landed in that Bay all the apparel and gear for fishing,- as well as the persons who had entered into
a contract for that purpose (in— No. 17:) and that she then proceeded to Mossamedes to procure water, it being
nearer than the Cape, of Good Hope, having on board only her crew consisting of eleven persons, and. an extraor-
dinary, number of casks of different sizes, thirty-nine pipes and thirty~three barrels, none" of which were
manifested ‘or bonded as required by the abovenmentioned, Decree. of, December 10, and Treaty of July 3.; thatall
‘this led the fiscal authorities of Mossamedes justly to suspect thatit-heship was destinedfor the Slave Trade,, the
me so, as, being the first time, itwasnot crediblethat a: vessel would comeer the Cape. of Goed- Hope to
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fish in Great Fish Bay, and still less that which the 'captain’alleged, viz., that he had left people and fishing gear

in that Bay, this appearing more like a pretext to cover some crime, and avoid detention, than a reality. V
“ This ship having been detained by the aforesaid authorities on the grounds above stated, was sent before

this Tribunal to be adjudged, and now, not only by the documents presented in her defence, by the surveyheld on

board of her, by the appearance and presentation of all the requirements for the said fishery,,and the men who

were employed in it in the above-mentioned Bay, and some barrels of fish already salted, all brought here in the

Portuguese transport ‘ Rodovalho,’ which for that purpose had gone to Great Fish Bay by order of the Governor

of Mossamedes, and also by the extraordinary number of sacks of salt stowed on top of the easks; it is seen that

this ship had alone in view the licit employment at catching fish as well for the purpose of salting as for the

reduction of oil; that she went to Mossamedes to procure water not only for her crew, but 'for these whom she

had left employed in fishing at a place where, as is generally known,gthere is no drinkable water to be

found. '
“ The water and casks for «this lawful employment and to provide ‘for the delay ,hecessary to yield a good

result certainly cannot 'be considered excessive, although they might if they were intended only for the use of the

crew of the vessel. On all thesegrounds the Tribunal ahsolves the ‘Lord qf the Isles,’ and orders that she

be delivered' to the captain with .all her cargo, fishermen, .and fishing gear, and 311 her'papers anneXed to this
process, a receipt for the same, either from the Captain or his Proctor, being duly filed. ‘

' ' “ The Tribunal, however, considering that ‘the Captain took his 'vessel to, Mossamedes thus equipped withan

extraordinary'number of casks in proportion to her grew, the same being neither: manifested nor bonded asis

required by the aforesaid Decree of December ‘10, and the Treaty of July 3, besides the improbahility of the

Captain’s statement that he had 'left people employed ‘in_ a fishery at Great Fish Bay, all this presenting

strong and vehement suspicions that the ship was destined for the Trafiic in ‘Slaves across the seas—-
“ Adjudges the detention of theship by the authorities at MosSamedes to have‘been fully justified, those

authorities having acted‘in accordance with the said Decree and Treaty. ‘ ‘

“ Having ,in view, therefore, the provisions of Article X of the said Treaty the Court. does not award
ilqsses, damages, or expenses, arising from the detention of this ship, neither to the owner, or the Captain,

or any other party interested in her."
“Luanda, March 23, 1861.

' (Signed) “MEND‘ES AEFONSO.
_“J. GUEDES.
" FIGUEIREDO.”

On the 22nd April the “ Lard'of the Isles ” left Loanda and proceeded to the Cape of Good Hope.
Luanda, October 30, 1861. . V .

, (Signed). EDMUND GABRIEL.
. H. VL‘HUNTLEY.

 

No. 30.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to .Ewr‘l Russellg—(Recez'ved February 1! 1862.)

My Lord, , . Loanda, October 31., 1861.
WE have the honour to inclose herein to yeur Lordship a Report of the ease

of. the launch “‘ M&n‘ia Isabelg” 'which', having a cargo of slaves on board, and
being pursued by the Portuguese cruizer "“ Don Pedro V,” 'in latitude 6° 46’ south, v

and longitude 12°]3‘5’ east," on the 20th ,J-ta-nuary last, was, eitherdesignedly or
through the mismanagement of her crew, upset, and having afterWards drifted on
shore, was totally destroyed. 7, . . \

:2. ‘The "" Maria Isabel ”7 was owned bythe:notoriousJ‘oaquim.Martins Pam-
plona, .and when fallen in with by ’the “Don PedroIV,” was proceeding-to a place
called Vista, at 'the mouth of the River Congo, where‘th‘at individual has extensive
slave factories,-With'acargo Said to have consisted of ‘80 slaves, :who had been
embarked at. a .spot near Ambrizette the previous day; but of that number only 33
were rescued from drowning o'r slavery. ‘ ' '

3 ‘11: appears .from the Report of the Commander of the “ Don Pedro V,” that
anotheriauneh, which was in company With the‘ “ Maria Isabel,” ran on shore to
avoid capture on the same occasion, and was totally destroyed, but no proceedings
were instituted against her. . v ’ ,, " ' r. .-

4. The circumstances under which the “Maria Isabel” had been destroyed
Weresu‘fficient, inth‘e Qpinion of ?the Count, to authorize it “-in- r‘p‘rOCeeding to the
adjudication o’f theslaves rescued’from enzboa'rd. A sentence of emancipatiQh Of the
33 [slaves landed from this launch was accord‘ing‘ly-pronbuneed, [arid the Cabenda
man,~:0'neef her crew, whe hadbeenCaptured, was delivered ‘up t01the:Civilauthorities
here ”to be dealt “with accondingtdlaw. ’

, . "Welhave, &c.
u (signed) . EDMUND GABRIEL.

v A H. v. (HUNTLEY,
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Inclosure in No. 30.

Report ofthe case qfthe launch “ Maria Isabel."

THE circumstances attending the destruction of the launch “ Maria, Ieabel,” and the rescue of a portion of
her cargo of slaves by’ the Portuguese cruizer “Don Pedro V,” are detailed in the following translation of a
Report made by the officer commanding that cruizer to the Commander of the Portuguese naval station, dated
Luanda; January 23, 1861 :—

“ I have the honour to acquaint you that the vessel under my commend, being at anchor in latitude 6° 46'
south, and longitude 12° 35’ east, on the 20th January, two Portuguese launches passed close to her,‘at which first
some muskets, and afterwards a gun, was fired, without any notice being taken of them. As this led me to
suspect these launches, a. boat was sent manned and armed to chase them, and I got underweigh for the same
pur ose. ,

p“ When the'boat was coming up with one of thefie launches, she (the launch), from the way in which she
was managed upset, the crew swimming on shore, and part of the launch remaining above water, with several
negroes on it.

“ I proceeded towards her, and having anchoredl assisted the negroes, who 1 afterwards found were slaves,
who had been embarked at Liengula, which is a very short distance to the north of Ambrizette, and that they were
proceeding to Vista in the River Congo.

“ 0f the 80 slaves who had been embarked in this launch, I could only with great difficulty succeed in
savintr 33.

gThe other launch, Which also had slaves on board, ran on shore on the beach, and went to pieces in the
surf, the crew taking refuge in the Portuguese factories at Mangue Grande.

“ The launch which was upset was called the ‘ Maria Isabel,’ and, with the slaves on board of her,
belonged to Senhor Pamplona. She was manned by six natives of Cabinda, and a coxswnin called Franque.

“ Only the Portuguese flag was saved. and nothing more, as the sea was high, and we had only one boat.
“ The launch which ran on shore had received all her slaves in Macula, but I could not ascertain her name,

nor the name of her owner.”
On the 29th of January, 1861, a. copy of the foregoing communication was received by the Secretary of the

Mixed Court from the Secretary-General to Government, accompanied by a list of the 33 slaves who had been
deposited in the Department of Public Works.

On the 2nd of March, 1861, the Court met to institute proceedings, but the captor having in the meantime been
appointed to His Most Faithful Majesty’s steamer_“Sagres," and left Luanda, could not appear to depose to
the facts related in the Report given above.

Consequently on the 6th of March the Commission proceeded to take the evidence of the only witness in
this case, the Cabinda, man, who, with the 33 slaves, had been saved from the “ Maria Isabel."

This witness, named Zan, deposed as follows :—-
“ That he was a. native of Cabinda, and was one of the crew of the launch ‘ Maria Isabel,’ whereof Pamplona

.and one Oliveira, residing at Ponta da Lenha, were owners.
“ That the launch had upset at sea. That all her crew and the slaves on board her had been saved except

some of the latter, who were drowned.
I b ‘; :I‘hat the slaves who were brought to this port in the capturing ship with him all belonged to the ‘ Illaria
am e . ” v

The same day the Court pronounced sentence in this case as follows :——
“ Having examined the papers relating to the capture of 33 slaves in the launch ‘ Marta Isabel,’ belonging

to Pamplona‘and one Oliveira, which launch being upset at sea when chased by the Portuguese cruizer ‘ Don
Pedro V,’ Francisco Pedro de Villar Pinho, Commander, was lost, the said 33 slaves only having been saved out
of a much greater number which she had on board, and only one of her crew, a Cabenda man, captured ;—

“ The Court adjudges as lawful prize the said 33 slaves, to whom there shall be given certificates of
emancipation; and it orders that the said Cabenda man shall be placed at the disposal of the Juiz de Direito,
yyith e_view to proceedings being taken against him, and to his being punished in accordance with the laws in
orce.

St. Paul de Luanda, October 31, 1861.
, , (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 31.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received February 1, 1.862.)

My Lord, ‘ " Loanda, November 21, 1861.
' WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship with the‘arrival here, on

- the 30th ultimo, of the American barque “ J. J. Cobb," Which has been notoriously
employed in the Traffic in "Slaves between this coast and Cuba during the last two
ears. '

y 2. This vessel was boarded by’ Her‘ Majesty’s ship “ Arrogant ” on the 18th of
September last to the north of the Congo, but having an American register, which
Was found on examination to be apparently regular, she Was allowed to proceed on
her voyage. ‘ .

3. 0n the 29th September she was fallen in with by Her Majesty’s steamer
“Alecto,” Commander Baby, in latitude 6° 33’ south, and longitude 12° 16’ east,
When the person, then in charge of her stated that the captain had landed at
Mayumba, and that the barque was bound to Loanda to meet him. Again, on the
following day she was seen nearly in the same position. ’
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4. The “ Alecto” again, four days afterwards, for the third time met the
“J. J; Cobb ” at sea, hovering about within a few miles of the same spot where she

had first seen her, having made little or no progress towards Loanda. although the

wind had been favourable for her doing so. Commander Raby, therefore, without

. in any way interfering with the vessel, tendered the assistance of HerMajesty’s

steamer in towing her to Loanda, her avowed destination, and this being, accepted

by the person acting as captain, the “Alecto” arrived here in company with the

“J. J. Cobb.” ‘
5. 0n the 30th October the entry of this vessel was announced in the port

registry published in the “ Official Boletim,” in the following terms :--
“ American barque, ‘ J. J. Cobb,’ 307 tons, Captain D. Souper ; crew 15; from

New York, via Cadiz, in 120 days, With rum, provisions, and water—casks; two

passengers.”
6. Commander Rahy, cautiously abstained from all interference with the

“J. J. Cobb” either before or after she anchored in this port, and on the day
following his arrival, he, in conjunction with Her Majesty’s Commissioner, waited
upon the Governor—General to communicate the strong suspicions which he enter-
tained that this vessel was engaged in the Slave Trade, and that she had on
board, in fact, all the equipment req uisite for the reception of a cargo of slaves.

’7. His Excellency stated that the case of the “J. J. Cobb,” however flagrant,
or with whatever circumstances accompanied, could not have been matter for his
cognizance, and that even although fitted in every. particular for the Traffic in.
Slaves, she could not be made an object of prosecution under the Decree of the
10th Decem ber, 1836, inasmuch as he had received the most stringent instructions
from the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty not to interfere with vessels,
belonging to any nation With which Portugal had not entered into a Treaty
giving mutual right of search, beyond using due Vigilance to prevent them from
embarking slaves on any part of the coast within the jurisdiction of the Portuguese ,
Crown, 0r ordering them to proceed to sea When requested to do ’so by the Consul
of the nation to which they belonged. ‘ _ '

8. The Governor added that the “J. J, Cobb,” having made entry at the
Custom-honse here, became, of course, subject and liable to all the fiscal regulations
of the port; and his Excellency assured Commander Raby that those should be
rigidly enforced : but, as regards the suspicious character of the vessel, he distinctly
stated that he could not take cognizance of it. - Her Majesty’s Commissioner then
observed that, under-these circumstances, it appeared to him that the municipal
laws of Portugal against the Slave Trade must be utterly inoperative and useless,
as far as regards the prevention of that Traffic under the American flag in the
ports of this province. I

9. We take the liberty of submitting this case as one which merits the serious
attention of Her Majesty’s Government, because, although the instances of American
vessels fitted for the Slave Trade, arriving in the ports of this province have not
hitherto been numerous, it is much to be apprehended that they will increase in
frequency when it shall become generally known amongst the slave—dealers that.
their‘vessels may enter and remain in the harbour of Loanda with impunity, and
sail from hence equipped in every circumstance for the Slave Trade. ‘ ‘

10.. Her Majesty’s Commissioners at this place, in a despatch dated 13th of"
October, 1849, had the honour to bring under‘ the notice of Viscount Palmerston,
then_Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a‘ difference of
0p1n10n which had arisen between the superior authorities at this place and the
Gevernor of Benguela, with respect to the‘proposed search of thesUnited States’
brig “Imogene,” before leaving that place, and which resulted in the‘issue of a
Proelamation, ordering that‘all Vm‘erchant-vessels, of whatever nation, shall, on
leaymg any of the ports of the Portuguese possessions On this'coast, be subject to
VISlt andsearch as prescribed by the 10th Article .of ther- Decree of the 10th of
December,‘ 1836. It is evident that the instructions to Which the Gevernor~General
referred, must render these orders wholly nugatory. .

.- 11. As far as regards the case of the “J. J. Cobb,” which vessel we are
giformed was about to embark her slaves at Mangue Grande, two days after the
Alecto'” fell in with her, we hope that Commander Raby’s judicious proceedings

have entirely frustrated her criminal intentions; for, owing to‘irregularities in her
. Papers, and the fact of her being unprovided With certain documents from the
Portuguese Consulate at the port from which she cleared outwards, which are
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required to enable merchant-ships to make entry in this port, certain fines and
penalties have been' levied upon her by the Custom-house, and, in consequence of

the difficulty of meeting those demands, as well as of finding any one "person here

Willing to sign the bond which all vessels are required to enter into, not to engage

in the Slave Trade, we believe the “J; J. Cobb” will have great difficulty in
proceeding on her voyage. In fact, it is already rumoured that, in consequence of
her being in an unseaworthy state, the person acting as captain is about to call a.
survey on her, and sell her at this place. In the event of this taking place, she
will probably become Portuguese property, and assume a Portuguese nationality;

in which case we shall be carefui to see that the measures enjoined by the Treaty
of the 3rd July, 1842, are strictly carried into execution in regard to this vessel,
and, in the meanwhile, it only remains for us to assure you'r Lordship that we shall

notfail to possess you With every particular respecting this case when it is termi-

nated.
We have, Sac.

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 32.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.-—(Received February 1, 1862.)

My Lord, Loanda, November 25, 1861.
WE have much satisfaction in reporting that the “ Lyra,” a vessel which has

for the last month been waiting'a favourable opportunity to embark slaves in the
River Congo, protected, like several others, by the flag. of America, has been

captured by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Ranger,” Commander Wratislaw, about

sixty miles to the westward of Mangue Grande, and having on board, as far as

could be ascertained, nearly 900 slaves. .
2. No colours were shown when the “ Ranger,” after a short chase, came up

with this vessel on the 29th ultimo, and ‘on Commander Wratisiaw’s boarding her,
he was informed that she had no papers, and that the captain had died some days
reviously.‘ He, therefore, took possession of the “ Lyra,” and dispatched her to
t. Helena for adjudication.

We have. 8L0.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 33.

‘ Consul Sir H. Huntley to Earl Russell.'——(Received February 1, 1862.)

:My “Lord, Luanda, November 24,. 1861.
I HAVE ,the honour to piace before your Lordship copies of a correspondence

:which has passed between the Secretary of the Government,» under the direction of
‘his Excellency the Governor-General, and myself, upon the subject of a protest,
herewith. transmitted, Which has been presented by the master of the Portugnese
brigantine “ Tarugo Secundo,” representing that his vessel was illegally boarded and
searched in the Bay of Equimina, when lying at anchor there, s0uth of Benguela, in
waters subject to the dominion 0f the Crown of Portugal, by Her Britannic
Majesty’s ship “Alecto,” on the 11th, April, 1861. .

The only positive information that I am able to convey to your Lordship With
relation to this affair is, that Her Majesty’s ship “Alecto ” could not have'been the
vesse1 of [war which boarded the “ Tarugo Secundo,” because at that time Captain,
Raby, whocommands the “Alecto,” was with his ship 'to the north of the equator
then commanding the division of the British ships of war stationed in the Bights of
Benin and Biafra. ‘ , .

It is, however, the case that Her Majesty’s ship “Prometheus” was. at the time
specified in the locality of the bay mentioned, and possibly the “Tarugo Secundo’
may ’have been boarded by that cruizer.

\Your Lordship will, I trust, approve of my having forwarded copies - of the
several papers to Commodore William Edmonstone, whose inquiries probably will
fullyillustrate' the .case.
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I may point out a discrepancy in the statements of the Secretary of the Govern-
ment and the master of the “Tarugo Secundo,” the Secretary stating that the
master was “ obliged to go on board the steamer ‘Alecto,’ ” the master declaring

that he refused to leave his vessel, and that the officers of the vessel of' war went
awavaithout him.

_ I have, &C.
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure ] in No. 33.

, The Secretary General to the Government to Consul Sir II. Huntley.
(Translation.)

Sir, Luanda, November 18, 1861.
BY order of' his Excellency the Governor-General of this province, I remit to you a copy of the protest which

has been presented by the captain of the Portuguese brig “ Tarugo Secundo ” against the proceedings of the English
steamer of war “ Aleeto " towards her. At this time the said vessel was anchored in the Portuguese port of
Equimina, to the south of Benguela, and was entered by an armed force, rigorously examined, the papers many
times threatened to be seized, the captain obliged to go on board the steamer, so that he was kept from his vessel
ten or twelve hours, during which time he was told she could be made a prize.

This proceeding, as you will see, is a manifest violation of the IIIrd and IVth Articles of the Treaty of the
3rd‘of July, 184 2, and is of much consideration with regard to the flag, the territory, and, consequently, to the
dignity and rights of the Portuguese nation. V

His Excellency therefore hopes that by sending you in this manner the information, the Government of Her
Britanuie Majesty will provideyagainst the recurrence of such treatment, ‘

God preserve, 6:0. (Signed) JOSE BARBO'ZA LEAO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 33.

Protest quasé d’Oliveira Fannes, Captain ofthe Portuguese brig “ Taruga Secunda.”

(Translation)
1, THE Undersigned. Captain of the Portuguese patacho " Tarugo Secundo," declare that, having sailed from

Luanda the 26th day of March, 1861. bound to the ports of the south, With a colonial cargo, as manifested, and

having arrived in the port of Equimina the 6th day of April, I anchored at 3 PM. to trade in this/ port with the
Widow Tarugo and Sons, owners of vessels and merchants of Lisbon, with legality and the rights of national
commerce.

0n the 11th of the same month, at 7 P.M., was boarded and searched by a boat from the English steamer
of war “ Alecto," which sent a midshipman on board, with a crew all armed, and required of me the papers of
the vessel, which I presented, notwithstanding that I was in a Portuguese harbour, a. foreign vessel having no
right to visit mine there according to the existing Treaties. However, against force no resistance was ofi'ered. ‘
The said oflicer examined the papers, reserving myself to give the necessary information to the Governor-General
on my return to Loanda.

The officer, after having examined the papers, asked me leave to fire a pistol as a signal to the steamer. I
consented, and it was done. The signal not being acknowledged, he asked me for a lantern, to be placed as a
guide at the mast-head, which I ordered to be done. The midshipmen them, without asking my leave, fired a.
musket. Hearing this another heat came, and :1 Lieutenant leaped up with another armed crew, and going down
to the cabin, asked me afresh for the papers, and examined them some time. This Lieutenant intimated that he

should weigh the anchor and detain the vessel. To this I replied that I protested for all and whatever might
happen from the detention of the vessel, and that if he so intended to send his men, and take possession,
declaring that my mer} would unite with me in protesting against illegalities and infringements of the law. The
ofiicer said he did not understand me. Then all the men came on deck, separated about the vessel, and searched

everywhere.
At 9 P.M. the two officers returned to the cabin, examined the papers afresh, and then required me to’

weigh the anchor, which I refused to do, when they asked me if'I had an English flag on board. I said no.
Then again they desired me to weigh the anchoi'. I persisted in refusing, declaring; that if they decided upon
taking the vessel, they might do so, and that I protested for the vessel and cargo. They declared they could not
understand me, and‘they said many other things. - v

Then the Lieutenant of the steamer said he should report what had occurred to the Commander, leaving on
board, to guarci the vessel, the Midshipman, with an armed boat’s crew. Sentries were posted at the gangways,
and thus they had possession of the vessel. The steamer came near to speak to me, asking‘how many fathoms
of water I had. I replied nine. Then, speaking to the Midshipman, ordered him to bring the papers on board;
and it being required of me, I refused, declaring that they might see the papers on board, but that they should
not go out of my power. They then intimated to me to go into one of the boats of the steamer. I also
refused this. Then, after another examination, they ‘left the vessel,‘ when, the steamer “ Africa.” passing in sight,
coming from the south, they weighed and followed in the direction of that vessel.

I protest against all these offensive and vexatious proceedings of the English steamer of war “ Alecto,”
the visit which she made on the 11th of April to the vessel in my command being against the express stipulation
of, the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, finding myself in a Portuguese port,within.the limits which are not allowed
to he violated by any vessel, as well as the cruizing ships which are not permitted to act vexatiously as vessels
which visit, nor to seize the papers of vessels having law and right to navigate. ’

Equimina, April 12, l361.
(Signed) JOSE D’OLIVEIRA FANNEsyC’aptain.

BERNADO MARTINS. ‘
GEVRAS. SANTO PIAGS, 8w.

 

CLASS A.
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Inclosure .3 in No. 33.

00ml Sir H. Hmtley to the Secretary-General to, the Government.

'Il‘iustrious Sir, Luanda, November 21, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to have received your despatch of the 18th instant, accompanied by a Protest made‘hy

the master of the Portugueseipatacho “ Tarugo Secundo," alleging that his v{easel was boarded and illegally treated in

the port of Equimina, within the dominion of Portugal, on the 11th April last, by Her Britannia Majesty’s ship
“ Alecto."

I beg leave, in reply, to state that I immediately informed Captain Reby, who commands the “ Alecto ” and
is now in this port, of the accusation preferred by the master of the “ Tarugo Secundo.” ‘

Captain Raby at once proved to me that he was, at the time mentioned, (Im the north of the equator, commanding
the division .of the British squadron stationed in the Bights of Benin and Biafra.

I shall, however. feel it my imperative duty to forward a copy of your letter, 'as weil as one of the Protest, to
Commodore Edmonstone, who commands the British squadron employed upon this portion of the coast of Africa,
by the vessel uf"war which will proceed to him after having left here the mail in December, and I beg that you will
assure his Excelleneytthe:Governor-General that Commodore Edmoustane will ioseno time in making the necessary
iminiries.

I have, &0.
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

INo. 34;

Her Majesty’s UemmisSiomrs to Earl Russell.—(;Received March 14.)

My Lord, ' , Loamla, January 1, 1862.
WE have the humour to report to your Lordship that there has been no case v

adjudicated before the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission in this city during
the last six months.

We have, 8L0.
(Signed) EDMUMD GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 35..

Her Majesty’s Uommissioriers to Earl Russell.——-(Received April '2.)

My Lord, ‘ Loanda, January 8, 1862.
THE belief we expressed, in our Annual Report dated the 10th October last,

as to the increase of the practice which has recently sprung up in this province of
removing slaves to St. ‘Thomas’, has, we regret to say, been fully verified.

2. As a. proof of, this, we now beg leave to hand to your Lordship a list of the
vessels conveying those negroes which have sailed from this port during the last
three months, from which it will be seen that 467 have been embarked, under
different denominations, in that period. This added to the number reported in our
above-‘mentioned despatch, makes upwards of 900 that have been shipped Within
the year'just expired.

3. On the arrival of Commodore Edmonstone at this place in Her Majesty’s
ship “Arrogant,” in November last, we fully communicated to him the extent to
which this practice has been carried. We also handed to him for perusal a copy of
our despateh to your Lordship of the 10th of October of last year, and we solicited his
attention to this very important subject, because Her Majesty’s Commissioner sees
most clearly that it 'is the decided intention of the Governor-General to sanction the
continuance of this practice Without restriction, and it even already promises, if not
checked, to rival in extent and importance the scheme adopted by the'Government
of France for supplying its possessions in the West Indies With labourers.

4. Commodore Edmonstone and Her Majesty’s Commissioner had an interview
with the Governor-General on the subject, and the Commodore pointed Out to his
Excellency that, in the event of any of the vessels conveying these negroes being
met at sea. by Her; Majesty’s cruizers,-the officers sent to board them might expe—
rience" some difficulty in ascertaining whether such negroes were really in the
enjoyment of their freedom or not; and, in reply, the G‘overnor-General immediately
produced a. number of printed papers, which, he said, were the passports to be given
to every negro about to be embarked on board a vessel then on the eve of her
departure from this port for St. Thomas’; and he added, that he did not consider



that Her Majesty’s officers had any right whatever to look beyond those passports,
inasmuch as they were in themselves a sufficient guarantee that the negroes are not
slaves; ‘

5. From this view of the matter Mr. Gabriel felt it his duty to express his
dissent, and‘ he added that, although it was not known to him what measures the
Local Government takes. to satisfy itself that these negroes are in every case to be
considered “ free,” he had strong reason to believe that gress- frauds- had heen
committed by many of ' the parties who apply' for these passports. Her Majesty’s /
Commissioner stated, moreover, that, in his opinion, the passports upon which: the
GovernoraGeneral laid so much stress neither conferred liberty nor afi’orded‘ any
proof whatever that the negroes in question were not held in slavery‘randz thatthose
passports, on the arrival of_" the vessels at St. Thomas’, became so many valueless
pieces of paper. Mr. Gabriel did not hesitate, further, to express it: as his ogini'on
that, if Her Majesty’s naval authorities exercised the power conferred on them
under the Convention of the 3rd July, 1842, it would: be found that these negroes
were carried off by force, and doomed to compulsory separation from their“ own
country ; that they beioliged, in fact, to parties who, under the specious pretence of
requiring labourers for the cultivation of their. estates, buy the negroes brought to
them by dealers in slaves, and, whatever form of emancipation may be gone through,
ship- them to St. Thomas’ as objects of commerce, in open violation of the Treaty-
engagements which have been entered into. by His.Most Fai.thfu1.Majesty.,

6. His Excellency strenuously denied that the negroesz were destined to be sold
at St. Thomas’ ; but Mr. Gabriel, without stopping to argue that point, submitted,
that to constitute slave—trading it is not necessary that the parties who buy slaves
should intend, to sell them again, because, if the criminality of the transaction
depended on the subsequent sale, then the landed proprietors in Cuba might carry
on the Traffic with impunity, if, instead of buying slaves from the adventurers who
bring them from Africa, they were to send out vessels to this coast on their account,
and, by means of their own agents, purchase siaves for their own use.

7. The Governor—Generai expressed a decided unwillingness to abandon, or
even- to restrict, the system now being pursued ; and the interview terminated by
Commodore Edmonstone’s informing him that he shouid at once bring the matter
under' the notice of the Admiralty, and solicit instructions‘2 for his guidance,
thereon.

8. An instance recently occurred here of one-of these negmes attempting to'
commit suicide, when being marched down to the beach for em barka-tion. He was
immediately conveyed to the hospital, and soon afterwards, at his master’s request,
removed from thence to the jail, where he was kept in close confinement. Subse-
quently, under an escort of police, he was removed from the jail to be taken on-
board another vessel about to sail for St. Thomas’, but, after wounding one of the
guard, he fled and made his escape. ,

9. It is needless, my Lord, for us to expatiate upon the evils necessarily conse-y
quent upon this new form of Stave Trade. It is not without considerable pain that
Her Majesty’s-Commissioner begs to observe, in conclusion, that, in his Opinion,
this matter offers no hope'of being set at rest here ; anti, as we are persuaded that
nothing short of the most stringent instructions from the Home Government will
induce the local authorities in this province to put an end to it, we can only, there-
fore, anxiously await the result of any representations which your Lordship may
have instructed Her Majesty’s Minister to the Court of the King of Portugal to
make, with a view of preventing this Very serious evil from; being continued, or
becoming, as it assuredly will if not promptly checked, more frequent by
Impunity. '

We have, &C.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY'.
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Inclosure in N0. 35.

A LIST of Vessels which have Sailed from the Port of Loanda for St. Thomas, between October 1, 1861, and

January 8, 1862.

 

 

 

 

      
 

 

Number of

Dat . Name of Vessel. Rig. Name of Captain.
e “Escravost” “ Libertos.” ‘1‘.Pret?,s

1vx'es.

- 1862
Oct. 2 D. Antonia . . . Steamer A. J. Ramalho ,. . . . 10 52

,, 3 ' Andorinha do Tejo . . Brig E. A. Pereira . . 10 . . 1'2

,, 21 Zaire . . . . Steamer C. C. de F. Ferreira 9 2 8 79

Dec. 6 D. Pedro . . . . Ditto J. P. Leit'zio . . . . 10 70

,, 8 Tarugo II . . . . Brigantine . J. d’O. Faneoo .. . . . 10 2O

,, 10 Sofia . . . . Brig . . A. Netto . . . . . . 10 25

,, 25 Liherdado . . . . Brigantine . . J. A. Esteves . . 10 . . 21

Jan. 8 Estaphania . .. Steamer T. A. Oliveira .. . . . . 118

22 4s _ 397
. 48
22

467

St. Paul de Luanda, Janummy 8, 1862‘. » .

‘ ' (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
H. V. HUNTLEY.

No. 36.

Her htmjehty’s Uhmmtwteners to Earl Russell.—--(Received March 14.)

My‘ Lord, Luanda, January 15, 1862..
WE have great Measure in announcing to your Lordship the further successful

proceedings of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Ranger,” Commander Wratislaw, employed
in the suppression of the Slave Trade on this part of the coast.

2. 0n the let instant, Whilst cruizing off Mangue Grande, and Within a few
miles ofthe spot in which she captured the “ Lyra ” in October last, the “ Ranger ”
Observed a vessel of suspicious appearance, and proceeding in chase, shortly after-
wards succeeded in capturing a schooner with about 500 slaves, who had been
embarked two days previously.

3. There were neither papers nor colours on board, and Commander Wratislaw
immediately dispatched her to St. Helena for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty
Court at that place.

We have, $10.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 37.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.— (Received April 2.)

My-Lord, Loanda, January 27, 1862.
IN pursuance of the instructions issued for the guidance of Her Majesty’s

Commissioners at this place, requiring them to transmit, at the end of each year, a
certified copy of the Register of Slaves Who may be emancipated under sentence of"
the Court, we have now the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, the
register in question made up to the end of the year 1861.

' No register was sent for 1860, owing to the great difficulty Which Her Majesty’s
Commissioner has experienced, since resuming his duties, in ascertaining correctly
the number of negroes surviving from those captured in the launches “ Tigre ” and
“Paguete de Moanda,” adjudicated in October of that year, and how they had been ,
distributed or di3posed of.

Mr. Gabriel has only Within the last week succeeded, with the assistance of
the Curator of the Board of Superintendence, in obtaining the information requisite
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to enable us to.comp1ete this register; and, under these circumstances, we have
deemed it best to make it up to the end of the past year, 'and to include in it, not
only the number of slaves from the above-mentioned vessels, but also from the
“Maria Isabel,” adjudicated on the 6th March, 1861, which were delivered into the
charge of the Board of Superintendence at its first meeting on the ]st May last.

We have, &C. .,
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure in No. 37.

REGISTER of Slaves, Natives of Africa, liberated by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established
in the City of St. Paul de Loanda.

 

 Date of
Vessel in which Captured. Liberation. Observations.
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Portuguese boat, without name . 4 Math 29 4 as
.

Enlisted in the Portuguese navy.

Portuguese launch “Fortuna.” . 20 March 27 20 ... 16 3 1 Two enlisted in the Portuguese land
‘ 1860 forces.

Portuguese launch “Tigte” . 70 Oct. 30 40 2 5 The survivors of the shwes captured in
this vessel were deliveredover to the
Department of Public Works at
Loanda, on September 1, 1860. Sen-
tence was 110:9 pronounced on the
“Tigre” until the 30th October fol~
lowing; and no record exi‘sts to show
how many were surviving on that
date. They remained in charge. of
the Department of, Public Works
until May 1, 1861, wheri 40 only were
handed over to the Board of Super-
intendence for disposal.

Portuguese palhabote “Paquete 3 2 Oct. 30 5 "T .. 2
de Moamla.” 1861 ‘ . .

Portuguese launch “ Maria, 33 March 6 27 1 ... The 33 slaves captured m thls launch
Isabel” were. delivered over to the Depart-

ment of Public Works in‘Jmmax‘y'
186 L Sentence was not pronounced
until the 6111 March following, and no
record exists to show how many were
surviving on that day. They remained
in charge of the above-mentioned
Department until May 1, 1861, when
27 only were handed over to the
Board of Superintendence.         
 

Slaves liberated in 1845 - ~ - - - - - 4 Liberated slaves deceased - - - - .. - . 6
Ditto 1848 - - - - '- - - 20 Ditto absconded - - - - . - 8
Ditto 1860 - - - - - - - 45 In the enjoyment of full liberty - - - - .. - 20

Ditto 1861 - - - a - - - 27 Existing on December 31, 1861 - - . - .. 62

Total number of slaves liberated'up to December 31, 1861 - 96 96

Luanda, January 27, 1862. (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

No. 38.

Her Majesty’s COmmiss'ioners to Earl Russellt—(Received April 12.)

My Lord, Luanda, January 31, 1862.
WE have the honour to inclose herewith the joint Report of the British and

Portuguese Commissioners which Article XI of Annex B makes it incumbent on
them to transmit annually to each Government.

We have, &c. , .
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

' H. V.» HUNTLEY.
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Inclosure in No. 38.

Annual, Report, q; the. Mixed Commt'an.

Report for the year 1861, which the British. and Portuguese MixedCommission established at St. Paul de Loandn

in, virtue of' the—Treaty oi" the 3rd July, 1842, concluded between Great. Britain-and Portugal for the Suppres-

sion ofthe Slave Trade, is to transmit to‘each of the respective Governments, in conformity with Article XI

of Annex B to the, said Treaty.

1. Cases wbmiltedfir Adjudication.

1. The launch “ Maria, Isabel," belonging to Joaqhim Martins Pamglona, Portuguese subject.

This launch, having on board a cargo of slaves which she had shipped near Ambrizette fm- conveyance to the

River Congo, was chased by His Most Faithful Majesty’s cruizer “ Don Pedro V," on the 20th January, 1861,

in latitude 6° 46' south, and longitude 12° 35' east, and on the approach of that cruizer was upset.

Thirty-thrce slaves only out df her cargo of eighty were subsequently rescued from drowning, and one of

the crew, a native of‘Cabinda, was captured”.
The case was brought before the Mixed Cemmission in a despatch from Lieutenant F. P. de V. Pinho,

commanding the “ Don Pedro V,I’ dated January 23, 1861,.Which vesselhai‘ring onboard the 33 slaves referred, to,

arrived in this port on that date. ’
The Court met to take cognizance of the case on the 20th February, 1861, and the Cabinda. man who had

been saved from the “Maria Isabel " having been examined, deciared that all the slaves which had been

brought to thisport in the “ Don Pedro V” were taken from. the launch. “Maria Isabel," whereof Pamplomi

and one Oiiveira, residing at Ponta da Lenha,.were owners; and that the said launch having been upset at sea,

when chased by the “ Don Pedro V,” some sieves had been drowned, but that: all the crew had been saved by

.swimming on share.
A sitting for the judgment of the case was held on the 6th March,.when the Commissioners decided that the

:circumstances under which-this vessel had been destroyed, warranted them in proceeding to pronounce a sentence

of emancipation on the 33 sieves saved from the “ Maria Isabel,” and? they decreed that certificates of emancipa-

tion should be given to them accordingly. ‘
2. The English brig “Lord qf the Isles," belonging to R. A. Granger, of the Cape of Good Hope, John

McKenzie, Master, detained on the 24th day of January, 1861, by the Fiscal Authorities at Mossamedes, on

suspicionof being engaged in the ‘1ave Trade.
This ship arrived at Loanda on the 5th February, 1861, and the case was submitted to the Court in a

despatch fromthe General Government of the Province, coveringcopies of ail papers and documents transmitted
by, the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes, relating to the detention of the. “ Lard qf'the Isles."

On the 6th -March, 1861, the Court of Mixed Commission having aesembled for the purpose of’considering
the question of its competency- to take cognizance of the case of the “ Lord qfthe Isles,” resolved that this veesei

having been detained by the Fiscal authorities of Mossamedes, under the Decree of the 10th December, 1836,

and whilst at anchor in that port, and not having been seized by any British or Portuguese cruizer in virtue of

the Treaty of 3rd Juiy, 1842, under which the Mixed Commission is established, the case did not fail within the

jurisdiction of the Court, but appertained to the “ Tribunal de Prezas,” created by the Decree of the 14th of
September, 1844. .
‘ The Court thei'efm'e ordered that ail the papers and documents respecting the detention of the “Lord Q,“
the Isles " shouid be returned to the General Government of this Province for the necessary and legal purposes.

2. Condition afthe Liberated Negroes.

1 All the negroes liberated by this Commission prior to 1860 have been granted their full and permanent
ibertv.

In 1860 there were 75 negroes captured on board two launches, the “ Paquete cle Momzda " and “ Tigre,"
brought bei'ore this Commission for adjudication, and condemned on the 6th October of that year.

In 1861, 33 negroes were captured on board the “Maria Imbel,”‘which vessel was condemned on the

6th of March.
These together make 108 negroes captured in the two, years above-mentioned; of which number 98 survivors

were deiivereti to the Department of Phblic VVorksvas follows :——-

September 1, 1860 . . .. .. ... .. .. , ..l 55
September 17, 1860 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9
January 186-1 .. .. .. .. .. .. u .. 33

Total . . . . . . .V. . . . . 98

and that they remained there until the Board of Superintendence met for the first time on the let May, 1861.
On that date the Board took charge of the negroes then reported as existing in the Department of Public

Works, aitogetber 7'2, whereof his Exceiiency the Governor-Genera1 is informed that 17 died and 9 absconded;
and on the 15th of the same month it authorized their being distributed as follows z.—

To private individuals . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . 24
Municipavahambe-r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Department of' Public. Works ... ... ... . ., .t, 6
vaernmentv Depfit . . . . . . ., .. ... v. 1.

T0113] no u a o t o u to n e 72

Of these 4 have died and. 7 have absconded during the past year, leaving, on the present date, 61 liberated
negraes under the charge of "the Board of Superintendence.

3. General Information respecting Liberated Negroes.

On the 23rd of November, 1861, 27 of the negroes which had been temporarily conceded to the Municipal
Chamber were returned to the Government Depét, the Chamber no longer requiring their services. Twentv-three
of them were subsequently distributed out toprivate individuals by the Board of Superintendence; one his since
died in the hospital, and three are still in charge of the Provincial Government.
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The whole of th'e negroes now under the'eharge of the Board are in good health, and well treated by their

respective masters. They are, for the most part, young, none being more than 25 years of age, arid ’the majority

of them about 18. They are generalliy empleyed as domestic'servants, but from the short time which has elapsed

since they were actually placed-under the care and supervisionof 'the Curator, no satisfactoty report can yet be

suhmiftedas to ‘the'progress made by ‘themvin ‘theinreligious education.
Hall qf Sessions qf the British and Portuguese Mead Commission at

St. Paul de Loanda,~Januarg 30, 1862.

 

(Signed) SEB. 'LOPES D‘E CALH’EIROS E ME’NEZES, EDMUND 'GAfiRIEL,
Governor-Geneml. British ~Commissimwr.

No.39.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—-(Received May 4.)

My Lord, ’ Loanda, February 28, 1862.
'WE have tne honour to acquaint your Lordship that the'American barque-

“ White Cloud,” a suspected slaver, arrived in the River Congo a few days since,
and, we are happy to say, met a just and well~merited end. In endeavouring to
ascend that river, she grounded ofl“ a point called Scotehman’s Head; and the
natives, who have lately given a good deal of tre‘uhte t0 the Europeans residing
there, made a dash at her in force with a number of canoes, and were soonii-n

possession of her. 4 _ , .
2. The captain anderew immediately abandoned the vessel; and, destitute of'

everything but the clothes they stood in, arrived at the French factory at the
mouth of the river. Four of the crew, being too ill to accompany the rest, were left-
on board the barque; these the natives subsequently put into a,boat, and giving-
them one oar, sent them drifting out to sea, where they were afterwards picked up.

3. On taking possession of the “ White Cloud,” the natives proceeded to destroy
the rigging and plunder the whole of the cargo, consisting principally of agoardente,
tobacco, and slave~fittings; and so quickly and effectually was she stripped of"
everything, that When the siave-dealers at Ponta deLenha sent their boats to the
vessel’s assistance, it was deemed best to complete the work of destruction by
setting her on fire, which they accordingly did.

We have,&c. ’
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H; V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 40.

Her lilcgjesty’s Commissioners to Earl:Russell.——(Received Mag 4.)

(Extract.) V Loanda, March 8, 1862.
ADVERTING to the reports which it has recently been our painful duty to

make to your Lordship, regarding the system of transporting slaves from this,
Province to the Island of St. Thomas, we think it right to lose no time in informing
your Lordship that the Portuguese brig “ Saphia,” Which sailed hence on the
10th December last with 35 of these negroes, and having also a quantity of cattle
on boardfor St. Thomas, has succeeded in shipping a cargo of 600 slaves in the
Congo, and, with the Portuguese flag flying, left that river in the early part of last
month for Cuba. . .

V We have received this information from different reliable sources here, and it
has just been confirmed by Commander Raby, V.C., of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,”
who recently Visited the Congo, and was made acquainted with the fact by three
persons employed in the English and Dutch factories there.

Commander Baby has been for some time past employed as Senior Officer of
this Division of the squadron, and departed yesterday on his voyage to England via
Lagos. He has always afforded us his most cordialand zealous co-operation
carrying out our duties here. He is, moreover, thoroughly acquaintedwith in
everything that is passing in this province, and as your Lordship may be desirous
of“receiving- the latest information regarding the proceedings of the slave-deale'rs on
thlscoast, we have no doubt of the capability of Commander Baby to inform you
Upon the subject. ' .

We purpose bringing the circumstance of the escape of {the "‘ Sophia ” under
the notice of the Governor-Genera], and urging him to enforce the penalties of the
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law against the parties concerned in this criminal transaction. We shall hereafter

have the‘honour to lay the result before your Lordship.

In the meantime it is our disagreeable duty to state that the practice of

embarking negroes at this port for St. Thomas continues to be carried on in the
most open and scandalous manner.

The Portuguese brigantine “Clé” left this harbour to-day With 40 of these

negroes on board, shipped by a Portuguese subject here named José de Jesus

Rodrigues, who, as we are informed, purchases them at the rate of about 30 dollars

each, and—some form of emancipation having been gone through—they will, no

doubt, appear in the ensuing week’s official Gazette as “ pretos livres ;” but we are

told on very credible authority that small coasting-craft, palhabotes, schooners,

and large launches, the names of which do not appear, in the lists of departures
published in that journal, are constantly sailing hence with cargoes of these
unfortunate beings destined for St. Thomas.

.VVe have only to add, my Lord, that each succeeding act of the local

authorities confirms us in the conviction that neither humanity nor justice in this

matter can be expected at their hands. We cannot indulge in the hope. that any

measures of prevention or punishment may be expected from the Government here,

and it is alone to the decision and energy of Her Majesty’s Government that we

must look for the enforcement of that Treaty, the stipulations of which are now

being systematically. violated.
, We have, 8L0.

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 41.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—~(Received May 4.)

My Lord, Loanda, M’arch 12, 1862.

SINCE writing our preceding despatch, it has occurred to Her Majesty’s

Commissioner, as a circumstance not unworthy of being brought under your Lord—

ship’s cognizance, that some of the largest shareholders in the “ Uniz‘io Mercantil ”

Company, whose steamers run between this place and Lisbon, are British subjects

residing in that city and in London, and as a great proportion of the negroes now

being shipped to St. Thomas are conveyed in those steamers, we beg leave to

submit whether the parties referred to cannot be held to be amenable to the statutes

prohibiting Her Majesty’s subjects from aiding and abetting the Slave Trade, or

embarking capital therein, and liable to the penalties prescribed for those

penalties. .

2. Should it be found that the employment of British capital in such‘a,,manner

comes within the prohibitions and terms of the 4th, 5,th, and 10th sections of the

Consolidated Slave Trade Abolition Act (5 Geo. IV, cap. 113), we do not hesitate

to say that. in our opinion, even a warning from Her Majesty‘s Government to the

British subjects interested in the “Unifio Mercantil” Company might have a very

salutary efi'ect. —
3. We forward this, together with our preceding despateh, under flying seal, to

Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon.
' We have, 81c. , ,

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL."
H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 42.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.——-(Received May 12.)

My Lord, Luanda, March 25, 1862.
‘WE have the honour to inciose a copy of a despatch which we have addressed

to the Governor-Generai, in pursuance of the intention intimated in our correspond-
ence by the last packet,respecting the escape of the Portuguese brig “Sophia” with
a cargo of slaves, and the forcible conveyance of negroes from this province to
St. Thomas. ‘
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2. We are not sanguine, my Lord, as to any favourable effect being produced ,
by the representations which we have felt it our duty to submit to the Governor-

General in this despatch, but, pending the receipt of his Excellency’s reply, we
forbear to express any further opinion on this point. In the meanwhile, however,
we may be permitted to say, that we humbly hope your instructions, in reply to the
despatches which we have already had the honour to address to you, may enable us
successfully to combat the course which is now being pursued.

3. Your Lordship will find that in the inclosed despatch reference is made to a

case which recently came to our knowledge, in which between 30 and 40 of these
negroes were embarked in a small palhabote of less than twenty-five tons, which ~
was afterwards met at sea, off the River Congo, by a Portuguese merchant-vessel,
and, being short of water, the unfortunate beings destined for St. Thomas were in
a state of great suffering.

On mentioning this circumstance to the Governor-General, and pointing out to
him that the Portuguese law regulating the conveyance of emigrants prescribes
that not more than 2 are to be received on board for each five tons burthen of the
vessel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner was immediately met by the expression of his
Excellency’s opinion that the law in question referred only to the conveyance of
emigrants in voyages on the high seas, but that in coasting voyages no limit as to
number was prescribed. Senhor Calheiros, contrary to the expectation of Her
Majesty’s Commissioner, argued that voyages between this Colony and St. Thomas-
are strictly coasting voyages, and that, therefore, the law to which Mr. Gabriel
alluded was not applicable "to vessels conveying negroes from the one Colony to the
other. .

Her Majesty’s Commissioner never, throughout his long residence here, heard
it advanced before that the trade between this province and St. Thomas is, or can
be considered as, coasting trade. The Colonies are under separate and distinct
Governments, wholly independent of each other, and we believe that the laws and
Customs regulations of each, regarding coasting trade, are never applied to vessels
sailing between them. ,

4. Referring to the last paragraph of the inclosed despatch, Her Majesty’s
Commissioner begs to state that he deemed it expedient to insert it in consequence
of an observation which fell from the Governor—General at a recent interview
between them. . '

When discussing the subject of transporting negroes to St. homas, Senhor
Calheiros expressed his belief that the public feeling in E and, which had
prompted all the sacrifices made by her in favour of the African race, was not now
so strong as formerly, and that the policyhof other European Powers on the subject
of slavery had, of late years, been somewhat modified. , ‘ -

What may have given rise to such a remark on the part of the Governor-
General, Mr. Gabriel Will not presume to say ; but he thought it his duty at once to
undeceive his Excellency on this point, and to declare his conviction that neither
the views of the persons at present composing the Government and Council of Her
Majesty, nor the feeling of , the nation at large, had undergone any change on the
question of slavery and the Slave Trade, and that most assuredly no lukewarmness,
no relaxation of the measures of suppression adopted by .your Lordship and the
Administration of Viscount Palmerston was to be expected.

5. Her Majesty’s Commissioner begs to assure your Lordshipthat he shall not
fail to keep his attention directed closely to the subject of the removal of slaves
hence to St. Thomas, and he hOpes to be-honoured with the support of Her Majesty’s
Government in opposing a system which, if not put an end to, must encourage and
revive the Slave Trade here in all its force. a ,

We have, &c.
' (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

.. H. V. HUNTLEY.

P.S.——We transmit this despatch, under flying—seal, to Her Majesty’s Minister
at Lisbon.

E. G.
H. V. H.

 

Cmss A.
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Inclosure in .No. 42.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners ‘to the Governor- General thhe Province-qungola.

('Extract.) Luanda, March724, 1862.
"WE regret to be under-the necessity'of placing within the knowledge of your Excellency a case whieh has-

recently’occurred of the shipment of a cargo of slaves on board a Portuguese vessel which sailed fromthls “port
with negroes for St. Thomas. _ _

The brig “ Sophia,” Captain A; Netto, which cleared out hence on the 10th December last, haying on boai‘d
negroes and cattle for St. Thomas, left the :River Congo in the ‘early part of last month under the Portuguese flag,
with a. cargo of about 600 slaves, whom she had shipped in that river for Cuba, in contravention of the Treaty
subsisting between our respective nations for the abolition of this barbarous and piratical Tmflic. ‘ _

A report to this effect has been current here for some time past, but being desirous not to trouble your
Excellency on mere rumour, we waited until we had satisfied ourselves of its correctness. The commander "of Her
Majesty’s steamer “ Alecto ” having recently visited the Congo, 'and brought us a full'eonfirmation of the ifact, on
the authority of three gentlemen residing in that river, who saw the “ Sophia” proceed to sea with slewes on
board and with the Portuguese flag flying, we now feel it our duty to malge this communication, and in doing so,
We feel confident the most rigorous measures will be adopted by your (Excellency to trace out and bring to punish-
ment the authors of this criminal and disgraceful transaction, and all parties concerned therein.

Whether the “ Sophia” ever made her appearance at St. Thomas after leaving this port, and, if so, what
measures were taken by the authorities at that island to prevent her from engaging in the Slave Trade, or what
securities were given by the parties interested in her at the Custom-house at St. Thomas, in accordance with the
requirements of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, are matters upori which we have no means of acquiring
correct information, but which will probably be elucidated in the course of any investigation which your Excellency
may think fit to institute. ‘

This vessel, however, being one of several which during the past year have been employed in the conveyance
of negroes from this province to St. Thomas, we are naturally led to refer to this subject, which has nowvbeeome
one of so muéh interest and such great magnitude that we have felt it our duty, as Her Majesty’s Commissioner

recently had the honour of personally informing your Excellency, to submit full and detailed reports thereon to the
Government of Her Majesty the Queen.

It has been stated to us that upwards of 2,000 negroes have been conveyed hence to St. Thomas since the let
ofJanuary of the past year. We cannot vouch for the accuracy of this statement, but we do not think that it will
be found to be very far from the truth.

We should consider ourselves as betraying the cause in which our respective Governments have taken so
honourable a part, and departing from that friendly intercourse which it is our wish to cultivate With your
Excellency, were we not to infdrm you that it has been reported to us that the negroes now being transported in large
numbers from this province to St. Thomes are for the most part purchased at Loanda by private individuals for
the express purpose of being shipped for that island, and although it may be true that the parties who embark
them here are most careful to .arm themselves with every necessary document‘to show that the forms of emancipa-
tion have been duly gone through prior to embarking them, there can be no doubt, according to the information
which has reached us, that these Africans, who are of the mdest and most unenlightened class. recently brought in
from the interior, are subjected to forcible expatriation.

Although, by this plan of previous manumission, it may appear to your Excellency that the letter of the
Slave Trade Convention between Great Britain and Portugal is not infringed, yet the great objection still
remains—that the whole system is founded and depends upon the purchase and sale of human beings, and that
it not only operates, both in principle and effect, toencourage that criminal Traffic, which'the repeated declarations,
as well as the mutual engagements, of the two Governments bind them by every‘means in their power completely to
suppress, but is eminently calculated to revive a spirit of slave-dealing in the interior, the which, from the want of a
market, had become well nigh dormant in the Portuguese Possessions on this part of the coast, to the incalculable
advantage of their commerce and civilization.

We do not, Excellent Sir, pretend to say that‘the Treaty of 1842 can be interpreted'as preventing a system
.of emigration from this province to St. Thomas, provided it is -bomifiale voluntary. His M031: Faithful Majesty's
subjects of the African race are as free, we presume, to go to St. Thomas as any of' His Majesty’ssubjects 'are
to go from any one part of the Portuguese dominions to any other. But will any person, acquainted with this
country and its inhabitants, venture to say that 2,000 negroes could be found in Loanda. in one year, who of
their own wish and free consent would emigrate to St. Thomas? Between two Colonies, in both of which the
condition of slavery yet unhappily exists, it must obviously be most difficult to guard against abuse in such a
practice—to guard against any_possibility of an invasion of the liberty of the negro, and to ascertain that he is
really and practically free; not only that he goes by his own wish and free consent, but that no fraud or imposi-
tion has been used. Should it be shown in any manner whatever that, despite their emancipation, these Africans
have been torn from their native country and carried to St. Thomas by force, then we submit that such a
proceeding is opposed to the letter and spirit of the Treaty by which the two Crowns are bound; and under what-
ever denomination, or with whatever formalities, they may be embarked here, and landed at St. Thomas,’th‘e
vessels conveying them, and all parties concerned therein, become liable to the penalties prescribed in the
Treaty in question.

Whilst addressing your Excellency onthis subject, we cannot refrain from referring to another point connected
with the mode of conveying these negroes ; it is, that the number of them stowed away on board some of the small
vessels trading between this place and St. Thomas is excessive in proportion to the capacity of the vessels them-
selves, and that in some cases, we are informed, extreme misery is the result. We have heard of an instance in
which the number of negroes exceeded by more than one—half the number of tons hurthen of the vessel; and the
small quantity of water which the latter was capable of zstowing having been all consumed bet‘oreshe baa proceeded
half way on her voyage to St. Thomas, she was fallen in with by a Portuguese merchant-vessel at sea, with her
cargo of negroes in the most deplorable condition. 1

Her Majesty’s .Arbitrator, whilst acting as Commissioner: during the absence of his colleague, in April of last
year, ofiic1ally submitted to‘your Excellency the facilities which, in his Opinion, might be afforded to the operations
of the slave-dealers by making St. Thomas a depot for collecting slaves previous to their being shipped for Cuba.
If your Excellency would do_ us the favour to refer to a Memorandum containing information regarding the
moyeniehts of vessels engaged n} the Slave Trade, which we recently had the honour of communicating to you, and in
which it is stated that an American vessel called the “ Afi'ican,” Captain Lane, had landed a cargo of slaves on the
Cuban coast in August last year, from St. Thomas on the West Coast of Africa, we feel convinced that your
Excellency must acknowledge the above-mentioned opinion to have been well founded. ‘ a 1
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In submitting these brief remanks, we confidently hope that your Excellency will believe us to be animated
only bv a sincere desire to carry completely into efi'ect the abolition of the fatal Traffic in human beings, a Traffic
alike abhorred and rep‘robated by both our Sovereigns and Governments.

' We are able to assure your Excellency, in conclusion, that the national feeling in England, on this momentous
question, is as strong now as ever it was 3 and that the statesmen and parties who are the representatives of’ that
feeling, are not less vigilant, nor less Vzealous and desirous, now. than they have ever been, to effect the final
extirpation of a Traflic which has _not only carried desolation to Africa, but checked the course of civilization, and
ali‘eady doomed so many human Victims to misery and torment.

 

No. 43.

Consul Sir H. Huntley torEarl Russell.-——(Received June 12.)

My Lord, ‘ Luanda, April 7, 1862'.
ADVERTING to the joint letter addressed to the Governor-General of the

Province of' Angola by Her Majesty’s Commissioners, dated the 24th of March last,
a copy of which will be now before your Lordship, relating to the 'l'emoval of
negroes from Loanda t0 the Island of St. Thomas, under the representation of their
being emigrants induced by the attraction of' wages, and of their own free Will
Seeking labour in that dependency of the Crown of Portugal, it has become my
duty to place before your Lordship the letter herewith inclosed, addressed by me
to the Governor—General ; together with a copy of a‘Portaria with which I have
been provided by the Secretary to-the Government; two notes framed by me for
'my own guidance ; and lastly, the copy of a despatch addressed by the order of the
Earl of Clarendon, then Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to
Mr. Brand, at that time Vice-Constl at Loanda.

2. I have now, my Lord, the henour of detailing the circumstances Which
have originated the remission of these several papers, and the proceedings relating
also to them. .

a 3. Your Lordship will probably have in possession the letter jointly addressed
by Her Majesty’s Commissioners on the 24th 0f March last to the Governor-
General upon the subject, stated in the first paragraphof this despatch. V

4. 1t wasin reply to that despatch that upon the 1st of April I received a letter
from the Secretary to Government, by order of the Governor—General, dated the
237th of March last, directed to me as “Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul,” but
having ascertained the nature'of this letter, I thought it might have been incan-
tiously directed, and in the evening, under that im pression, I called on the Secretary
to the Government to have the direction altered, and “ HerMajesty’s Commissioners ”
substituted for “ Her Majesty’s Consul.” , '

5. I, however, learnt from the Secretary to the Government, that the letter Was
directed to the “Consul” by order of the Governor—General; and I was informed
in addition, that the Governor-General considered the. letter addressed to him on
the 24th of March last, by Her Majesty’s Commissioners, to involve a question with
which Her Majesty’s Consul, as the British Diplomatic Agent .here, alone should
deal, and‘ that it did not belong to the oflice of Her Majesty’s. Commissioners, Whose
powers the Governor-General believed to be limited to the superintendence 'fo .
matters actually in Court. , - *

6. I'replied that I could not entertain a similar view, and expressed my fear
that if the present direction of the letter addressed to 'me was maintained, it would
be my duty to decline receiving it. ‘

7. The same night I sent a note to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, Mr. Gabriel,
stating that I would call. upon him in the morning, having a matter of consequence
g) disclose; and, as a guide to myself, I made the two notes forming Inclosure

o. 3. ‘
8. The next morning, April 2, I met Her Majesty’s Commissioner. Having

stated the whole case as it stood, I'produced' the guiding notesI had made the
previous evening ; and upon referring I found in a despatch sent'by order. ofthe Earl of
Clarendon, dated May 19, 1854, to Mr. Brand, then ViCe-Consul at Loanda, a case -
50 similar to my own in principle, that the slender doubt I had at all sustained’as
to-the propriety. of declining to receive the despatch of the Secretary'to Government
of the 27th of March last, was altogether dissipated. [A copy of the .despatch sent
by order of‘ Lord Clarendon forms Inclosure NO. 4. y

9. Considering this despatch so conclusively supperting my own view in a case
geextremely similar, I took. it with me, and in the evening I called upon the
becretary to Government to whom I read it, hoping that it would convince the
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Governor-General of the impossibility of my receiving the letter of the 27th of’

March last, under the direction it bore; and I farther left the despatch with the

Secretary, as the Governor-General is staying upon the opposite island to recruit

his health, and would not be in the town till the next morning.
10. On the evening of the 3rd April the Secretary to Government, who is too

unwell to leave his rooms, invitedme to call upon him, Which I did. He informed me

that the views of the Governor—General remained without change. The question,
he maintained, was beyond the cognizance of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, and
therefore the letter must remain addressed to me as the Diplomatic Agent at
Loanda of Her Britannic Majesty. This communication I held to be final, and

I withdrew.
11. On the 4th 'of April I addressed the letter which forms Inclosure No. 1, to

the Secretary to Government, accompanied by the letter Which I had declined to

receive for the reasons already stated, and sent both.

12. Your Lordship will now permit me to observe, that during these conferences,

I repeatedly asked the Secretary to Government to explain upon What foundation

the Governor-General considered the subject embraced by the letter of Her Majesty’s

Commissioners one over which those authorities had no control. I pointed out that
their letter originated in a belief - that sundry persons in this Province were

surreptitiously sending negroes to St. Thomas’s Island, under the plea of their
being voluntary emigrants, but in reality to be sold as slaves , also that Her

Majesty’s Commissioners thereby considered the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842,
to be infringed ; that that Treaty was neither mercantile nor territorial, but one

standing by itself, as a means for suppressing the Slave Trade; and lastly, that
Her Majesty’s Commissioners were its actual guardians, in co-operation with
others, and therefore enjoyed an‘ unquestionable right to be heard upon any event
Which connected it with slavery, actual or shspected.

13. I conceive, my Lord, that Her Majesty’s Commissioners are not placed here
merely to judge and report upon cases which may call the Court of Mixed Commis-
sions into session, but that they are empowered and required by their respective
Governments to notice every occurrence that may appear to them even an intrusion,
much more an infraction of the Treaties which exist between Great Britain and
Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

14. If then, my Lord, my view of the duty of Her Majesty’s Commissioners is
correct, they have an undoubted right to address communications to the Governor-
General upon events threatening to abridge the liberties of classes protected by the
Treaties mentioned, and consequently have an equalvright to expect a reply to their
communications. ’

15. In the hope of, sparing your Lordship the amount of correspondence which
will ensue, I had urged the foregoing arguments, unha‘ppily without success ; and I
conclude by submitting to your Lordship that had I, as Her Majesty’s Consul, in
the presence of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, consented to have received the letter
of the 27th ofMarch from the Secretary to Government, I should have established a
precedent manifestly prejudicial to the future action of those to whom the care of
the liberty of the negro shall be confided, and have intruded upon, if not usurped
the powers of the Commissioners themselves ; but having seen the despatch of Lord
Clarendon upon a case in principle quite parallel, had I accepted the functions of
Diplomatic Agent—a position which from the. first moment I had repudiated—I
should have committed an errOr that would have justly, I submit, my Lord,
exposed myself to the severest disapprobation.

I have, 81c.
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure l in No. 43.

00ml 851‘ H. Huntley to the SecretaryGeneral to the Government qungola.

Sir, . _ Luanda, April 4, 1862.
THE necessity of obtaining a translation of your letter dated the 27th of March last, in the first place

caused some delay in proceeding with it ; and secondly, in consequence of that letter having been addressed to
me in my capacity of Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul, though replying to a communication addressed by Her
Majesty’s Commissioners to his Excellency the Governor-General, dated the 24th of March last, relating to
matiers connected with the Slave Trade, a further delay took place, as it became a question whether or not, as
Consul, I could receive a letter, in the presence of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, replying to one that had been
aigdiéessed, as before stated, by those authorities upon a question in their opinion purely belonging to the Slave
Ia e.
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I beg now to request the favour of your informing his Excellency the Governor«General that I have given
the question of my competency to receive a letter, under such circumstances, my most unreserved consideration,

and that, having carefully examined the several despatches relating to the free communication between the

authorities of His Most Faithful Majesty and those of Her Britannia Majesty at Loanda, I conceive myself

compelled, for the following reasons, to conclude— ’

Ist. That in these despatches, as also in the Portaria with which you have eonsiderately furnished me, it
is clearly agreed that the Commander of' the British squadron,’ and also the British Commissioner, should enjoy
'the privilege of freely communicating with the Portuguese authorities on all subjects connected with the Slave
Trade. ’ '

2nd. I am unable to find in any of the documents mentioned, any privilege conferred upon any authority
to address matters connected with the Slave Trade to Her Majesty’s Consul, in the presence of Her Majesty’s

Commissioners. '
3rd. Whatever may be the urgency involved in the present instance, it is very clear that that urgency can.

find no relief in addressing Her Majesty's Consul, more than it would had the reply of his Excellency been
addressed primarily to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. ‘

4th. In the despatch dated May 19, 1854, which you did me the favour to peruse and place before his
Excellency the Governor-General for consideration, I find distinct orders sent by the Earl of Clarendon, then.
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Afi'airs, to the British Consular authority at Loanda, informing
him that he not only should have declined to receive a letter from Captain Graga (then acting as Governor of
this province) upon a subject connected with the Slave Trade, but also that he should have referred Captain Graea
to the British Commissioner, as the only authority to Whom he could properly address himself on such occasions.
Certainly the British Consular authority was also in this despatch directed to communicate any such letters which
might afterwards he addressed to him, to the British Commissioner ; but this direction cannot diminish the strength
of the preceding very clear order. ,

Under this view of the position in which I find myself, and in order to complete my obedience to the com—
mands contained in ,the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch, already quoted, I have to request that you will acquaint
his Excellency the Governor-General that I must decline the reception of the communication addressed to me,
and herewith inclosed, influenced only by a rigid sense of duty, and with the most unqualified feeling of respect
for himself, and for the high office he holds by order of His Most Faithful Majesty.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) 'H. V. HUNTLEY;

Inclosure 2 in No. 43.

Portarz'a.

(Translation.) Naval and Colonial Department, Section ofiC’olonies.
HIS Majesty the Regent, in the name of the King, ordains through the Secretary of State for the Colonies

and Navy, that it be made known to the Governor-General of Angola, for his information and the due purposes,
that the British Minister in this Court, in addition to the notes of his predecessors, solicited permission for the
Commander of the British Naval Station and the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission at Loanda to-
correspond freely with the said Governor-General upon matters of the Slave Trade. The requested permission
was granted to be used only when in regard to the said matters, and when the urgency may be such as not to
permit to await without inconvenience its discussibn through the established course. This being under date-
transmitted to the Foreign Office for the proper purpose.

Palace, February 14, 1854. V
(Signed) VISCOUNT ATHOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 43.

Notes made an the lst‘qupfil, 1862, after returningfrom the Interview with the Secretary to Government.

lst. Not competent for Her Majesty’s Consul to receive replies to despatches written jointly by Her Majesty’s
Commissioners, those Commissioners being present. '

2nd. Not competent for the Arbitrator to receive replies to such deBpatches' when the Commissioner is 'not‘
onerated by any legal impediment. ,

(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

No. 44.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—-(Received July 10.)

My Lord, ' Loanda, April 1, 1862.
WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s steamer

“ Grifi'on,” Commander Perry, Whilst proceeding to this place With the last mail
from Fernando Po on the 27th ultimo, fell in with a barque and a schooner in
company,ofl‘ Black Point, in latitude 5° south, and longitude 11°. 45’ east. ,

2. Commander Perry immediately sent a boat to cut off the schooner whilst he ,
proceeded in the “ Grifl‘on ” in cha‘se of the barque, and having soon come up With ,
her, he found her to be fitted in every respect for the immediate reception of a cargo
of slaves, Wthh,‘ to the number of 800, she was to have shipped the following morn-
mg at Black Point, for the Island of Porto Rico. _ '
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3. This barque, which was about 400 tons, was destitute of all. proofs of
nationality, nor were there any papers found on board from Wthh her name could
be ascertained; but, from the statement of some of the crew, it appeared that she
had sailed from New York on the 1st December last, and touched at Campeche, in
Mexico, where the necessary equipment was completed.

4’. Later in the afternoon of the same day the Officer who had been detached
from the “Griffon” in pursuit of the schooner, returned on board in charge of
that vessel, having found her abandoned by her crew, and fully equipped for the
conveyance of slaves. .

5. This schooner being small, and incapable of safely undertaking a voyage to
St. Helena, Commander Perry, after causing her to be surveyed, destroyed he;- by
fire, sending the necessary evidence to St. Helena, i3”, order that the casemight,
with that of the barque, be brought before the Vlce-Admiralty Court In that
Colony for adjudication.

We have, &C.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY. ‘

 

V No. 45.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.——(Received August 11.)

My Lord, . Luanda, April 8, 1862.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th January last,

which reached us by Her Majesty’s ship “ Griffon ” from Fernando Po on the 31st
ultimo, we have now the honour to inciose copies of letters which, in fulfilment of
the instructions therein contained, we have addressed to the Governor-General and
to the Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s naval forces on this division of the Station.

2. Your Lordship will perceive that in our communication to the Governor-
General we took occasion to refer to the Portuguese brigantine “ Libertade,” which
is now preparing to receive a number of these negroes for conveyance to St. Thomas.
A copy of that, as well as of our previous letter to the Governor-General on this
subject, dated the 24th ultimo, we inclosed to Captain Smith, of Her Majesty’s ship
“Torch,” at present in command of Her Majesty’s ships on this part of the coast,
forwarding our letter, to that officer by Her Majesty’s ship “Griffon,” which left
this port yesterday.

3. In addressing ourselves to the Senior OFficer we also deemed it expedient to
request his aid and co-operation in regard to the disposal of the negroes found on
board these vessels in the event of any of them beingrdetained.

4. By the late Earl of Aberdeeu’s despatch‘ to Her Majesty’s Commissioners
here dated 3lst December, 1844, the duty of superintending the shipment to the
British West Indian Colonies of such portion of the negroes emancipated by the
Mixed Court of which we are members, as, under the -VIth Article of Annex B to
the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, may from time to time be at the disposal of the .
British Goternment, was entrusted to the late Mr. Vice-Consul Brand, and a Code
of Iastructions was furnished to that gentleman for his guidance in performing this
service; '

5. No case having; ever occurred of a vessel with slaves on board being captured
by a British cruizer and brought before this Court for adj udieation, the above-men-
tioned instructions have never been called into practice, and we are assured,
my Lord, that considerable difficulty would be experienced in carrying them out
here; indeed, we apprehend. it would be quite impracticable to do so in regard to
the negroes found on board the vessels to which this correspondence refers. The
number of those negroes shipped; on board each vessel rarely exceeds 100 or 120,‘
and it would be impossible, we are sure, at this place, to find vessels willing to
convey them to the West Indies on any reasonable terms. If they are re-landed
here they may, instead of being made permanently and entirely free, be soon reduced
again to a state of practical bondage, or remain permanently chargeable to Her
Majesty’s Government; and under these circumstances, pending the receipt of your
Landship’s instructionson: this matter, which we now respectfully solicit, we have.
deemed it prudent to suggest that should any of these vessels be detained, the
magmas, on being liberated, may be transported to St. Helena in a British cruizer,

6. We can hardly anticipate that, the Colonial authoritiea 0.3;“ that island v»
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have any Objection to receiving and disposing of them in the same manner as
negroes emancipated under the decrees of the Vice-Admira-lty Court; but should'
your Lordship be pleased to approve of this measure, it would. perhaps, be desirable
'to communicate with the Colonial Department in order to remove any doubts on the
matter. '

We have, &c. - v
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLE’Y.
 

Inclosure 1 in .No. '45.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Govemor—General qfthe Province ofAngola.

Excellent'Sir, Luanda, April 5, 1862.
IN conformity with instructions which 'we have reeentiy received from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary

of State for Foreign Affairs, it again becomes our duty to adtiress your Excellency on the subject referred to in
our despatch of the 24th ultimo. ,

Strong representations have been repeated to Her Majesty’s Government, fr'om undoubted sources, that a
considerable Traflic in Slaves is carried on, chiefly in small coasting-vesseis, between the mainland of this continent
and the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas; and accounts have also been received from which it is to be inferred
that the negroes embarked at this place for the last-mentioned island are not in the enjoyment of that freedom
which it is alleged they are. , ' V

We have, in consequence, most earnestly to beg your Exeellency’s _.co-operation in putting an end to these
practices, and specially to solicit your attention to the case of the hrigantine “Libertade,” which is .now preparing,
in this harbour, to receive a number of these negroes for forpible conveyance to St. Thomas; ,

As the best practicabie means which Her Majesty’s Government possess of carrying into full effect the
humane objects which both Governments had in view in concluding the Convention for the suppression of the
Slave Trade, we have been instructed to bring this matter under the attention of the Senior Oflicer of Her
Majesty’s ships on this part of the coast, in order that the Commanders ’of those ships may :be instructed to
exercise the power delegated to them under the said Convention, and ascertain, by strict veuarminatimx and inquiry
on board the packets and vessels engaged in transporting these negroes, whether they are in that state of entire
and‘ perfect freedom which may justify their removal to St. Thomas, and, if not, to detain the vessels and bring
them before the Mixed Court for adjudication.

In making this communication to your Excellency, it is also our duty to request your attention to the serious
responsibility which the Government of this province will incur should it be ascertained that the negroes now
being embarked here for St. Thomas have been introduced into that island in violation of the Treatyastipulations
between Great Britain and Portugal.

Should the legal commerce of Portuguese subjects, or others, be in any manner impeded by the efforts of Her
Majesty’s cruizers in suppression of the Slave Trade, your Excellency will permit us to state, at once, that those
impediments must be imputed to the undertakings of the parties concerned in the forcible removal of these negroes
to St. Thomas, and not to the proceedings of Her Majesty’s ofiicers.

' We have, &c. ’
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 45.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Captain Smith.
Sir, ' Luanda, April 5, 1862.

‘ HEREWITH we beg leave to lay before you copies of two despatches which we recently addressed to the
Governor-General of this province on the subject of the forcible removal of Degrees from this place to the Island
of St. Thomas; and in order that you may be able to form some idea of the extent to which this practice has
lately been carried, we also inclose a list of the vessels which have sailed hence'conveying these negroes to
St. Thomes during the last three months, viz., from the list January to the 3lst March of the present year.

This list has. been extracted from the official “Gazette ” published here, and shows that 469 negmes have
.been embarked in the period referred to; but we ought to add, that the names *of several small coasting-craft
which are employed in the same way do not appear in this “ Gazette,” and, in consequence, the number shown ’in
this list probably falls far short of the number that actually left Loanda. in the period above mentioned.

It is alleged by the Portuguese authorities, in justification of these proceedings,:first, that the negroes are
free, having been emancipated prior to their vembarkation; and, secondly, that. each of themris furnished with a
passport from the Government of this province allowing him to proceed to St. Thomas.

This latter statement is no doubt true, but the passports referred to afford, in our opinion, no proof whatever
, of the freedom of the negro; and With regard to the first point, we have reason to believe that some papers are
provided by the owners of the negl‘oes ’to show that they have been emancipated. From what we have ascertained,
however, there seems little doubt that this form of emancipation is only nominaI—a pretext, in order’tovalvoid-‘the
consequences of an infraction of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842—éthe negroeszbeing, in reality, purchased-atthis
place for exportation to St. Thomas, where they are consigned to .a life of slavery, in open inffingement of the
Stipulations of the Treaty referred to. , h .

It therefore becomes our duty, under the instructions-whiehwe have recently‘recéived from Earl Russell,
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State "for Foreign Afi'airs, to draw your attention to this important matter, and to
request that steps may be taken to board and examine the vesseisr engaged in the transport of these .negroee, in
order, by Strict inquiry, to ascertain whether they are da facto .free, and if not, to detain the vessels and bring
them before the Mixed Court for adjudication. ‘ V iIn the event of your'having recourse to this measure, we must request that strict instructions may he gives to
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the, Voflicers charged with conducting the vessels to this port to use the utmost vigilance in preventing any inter-
‘course between the negroes and the crew or passengers ; indeed, if, under the reservation contained in the
HM: Article of Annex B to the Treaty with Portugal, the negroes could be removed to the capturing ship, and
,eonducted, with the detained vessel, to this port, it might in some measure tend to promote the ends of justice.

On’ iieferring to Article II of Annex C to the ahove-mentioned Treaty, you will observe that the negroes found
on board vessels detained under the stipulations thereof are “to be delivered over to the Government to whom
belongs the cruizer which made the capture.” Should the vessel be condemned, we would certainly find it impos-
sible, at this place, to obtain a means of sending these negroes to any at Her Majesty’s West Indian possession,
and it occurs to us that‘the only satisfactory mode of disposing of' them would be to have them transported to
St. Helena, from whence they can, with facility, be sent to the West Indies; but as we are well assured that it
would be equally impossible for us to find any merchant-vessel here willing to convey them to that island, we are
under the necessity of earnestly requesting that you will make such arrangements as may be consistent with the
other important duties of the squadron, for having the negroes conve'ed to St. Helena in one of Her Majesty’s
cruizers as soon as possible after their liberation by the Mixed Court. It would obviously he most desirable to
avoid, if possible, the necessity for their being landed at all at this place‘,

We have, 81c.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 45.

.A LIST of Vessels which have Sailed from the Port of Loanda, conveying Negroes to St. Thomas', between the
1st January and 3lst March 1862.

 

 

 

       
 

E Number of
I

Date. ' Name of Vessel. Rig. 5 Name of Captain. “
K “3:9? “ Lihertos.” “ Escravos."
9 .

1862. i
Jan. 8 Estapham'a. . . . Steamer l T. A. d’Oliveira . . 118 .. . ,

,, 16 Quinta de Pontevel. Brigantine . . J. M. da Camara . . 20 . . 10
Feb. 2 Donna. Antonia. . . Steamer .. . A. J. Ramalho . .. 113 . . 10
Mar. 8 Clé. . .. .. Brigantine .. M. G. dos Santos . . 31 2 8

,, 14 Africa. . . . . Steamer . J. F. Caiado . . . . 105 . . 10
,, 29 Zaire . . . . Steamer ‘ J. M. de F. Branca . . 32 10 , _

1 419 12 38
\————v————/

F ' 469
l

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
Loanda, March 31, 1862. ‘ H. V. HUNTLEY.

No. 46.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russelln—(Received July 10.)

My Lord, Loanda, April 15, 1862.
IN our despatch of the 26th ultimo we had the honour to transmit to your

Lordship the copy of a letter which we had addressed to the Governor-General
of this Province, concerning the escape of the Portuguese brig “ Sophia,” with a
cargo of slaves from the River Congo, and also with reference to the forced convey~
ance of negroes from this place to St. Thomas’.

2. The correspondence, copies and translations of which accompany this
despatch, and which we respectfully submit as one requiring immediate notice, will
show your Lordship that the above—mentioned communication has been, as anticipated
by us, signally unproductiVe of any beneficial result. .

3. In reply to it, the Governor-General, advancing the doctrine Which had on
a. former occasion been asserted by the Portuguese authorities here, viz., that the
British Commissioners possessed no other powers than as members of the Mixed
Court, and over matters that come before the Court, addressed a letter to Her
Majesty’s Consul, stating that he was alone the functionary from whom he could
accept any communication relating to the Treaty between Great Britain and
Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

4. Her Majesty’s Consul having, as fully detailed in his despatches to your
Lordship, naturally weighed and considered all the circumstances connected with
this proceeding on the part of the Governor-General, and bearing in mind the
instructions addressed by the Earl of Clarendon to the late Mr. Vice-Consul Brand
on the 19th May, 1854, felt that he had no alternative than toreturn his Excellency’s
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letter, which he accordingly did ; fully explaining, at the same time, the nature of
the instructions referred to, and under which he considered himself precluded from
receiving a despatch addressed to him, by direction of the Governor—General, in

answer to one from Her Majesty’s Commissioners, having reference to Slave Trade

transactions.
5. On the 4th April, the day following that on Which Her Majesty’s Consul

returned the Governor-General’s letter, we received a communication from the
Secretary to Government (Inclosure N0. 1), forwarding to us “ for this once only,”
a copy of the letter which had been, by his Excellency’s commands, addressed to
Her Majesty’s Consul as above stated. That letter, however, had actually been
returned to the Secretary to Government before this “ copy ” of it was transmitted
to us, and, consequently, we felt it our duty to lose no time in replying to the Governor-
General (Inclosure No. 2), pointing out that the paper sent us was a copy of a letter
which, having been returned by the functionary to whom it was addressed, must,
in our opinion, be considered, so far at least as Her Majesty’s authorities here are
concerned, as having no existence; and that, under these circumstances, we deemed
it incumbent on us to decline to receive it.

6. In answer to this, his Excellency, on the 7th April, ordered that there should
be addressed to us a communication (Inciosure No. 3), which we have now the
honour to submit to your Lordship’s consideration. In it he expressly states that,
considering the subject of our despatch of the 24th of March last of such import-
ance that it ought not to remain unanswered, and being of opinion, moreover,
that he could not correspond directly with us upon such subjects, he had therefore,
addressed his reply to Her Majesty’s Consul; but that inasmuch as Sir Henry
Huntley, on the one hand, had declined to receive that reply, and we, on the other,
had declined to receive a copy thereof, he, therefore, returned our above-mentioned
despatch of the 24th March. . * '

7. The question of the powers of Her Majesty’s Commissioners to communicate
directly with this General Government on matters relating'to the Treaty, having
to be followed up in a correspondence With his .ExcellenCy to which we shall have
to refer in a subsequent despatch, we considered the letter above referred to from
the Secretary to Government as closing this correspondence.

8. We here, however, beg leave to state, for your Lordship’s information, that
‘ this same question having been raised by the Portuguese authorities here in 1850,
and brought under the consideration of Viscount Palmerston, at that time charged
with the Department of Foreign Affairs, in a despatch from Her' Majesty’s Commis-
sioner, dated December 16, 1850, his Lordship addressed a‘letter‘to Her Majesty’s
Minister at Lisbon, dated April ‘14, 1851 (printed among the papers on Slave Trade
for that year, Class B, page 537), stating that Her Majesty’s Government conceived
that both the Commodore of Her Majesty’s squadron and Her Majesty’s Commis—
sioner here ought to communicate freely with the Governor—General, and the
Governor—General with them, .011 all matters in regard to which they can mutually
assist each other in carrying into execution the Treaty engagements 0f the two
Crowns for the extinction of the Slave Trade. 5

9. In 1853, on a further representation from Her Majesty’s Commissioners
here, this matter was again brought to the attention of the Portuguese Govern-
ment, under the direction of the Earl of Clarendon, conveyed 'in a despatch to
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, dated June 26, 1853, (bide «Class B, 1854,
Page 402) ; and ultimately the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty sent out
instructions, in the form of a Portaria, to the Governor—General here, dated the
15th February, 1854, to communicate freely with the officer commanding Her
Majesty’s squadron, and with the Commissioner of the Mixed Commission, upon
subjects connected with the Slave Trade ;' “ but only when the urgency of the case
18 such as to render it inconvenient to wait a solution through the established course”
(Class B,‘ 1854, page 515). , .

10. It is upon this exceptional clause -in the above-mentioned Portaria, that
the Governor—General, although he fully recognizes the importance of the circum-
stances .represented in our despatch of ‘ the 24th ultimo, yet alleging that the words
f‘established course” refer to the Consulate as being the established medium of
international communication in such cases, defends the present preceedings on the ' .
ground that, in the presence of a British Consul, the right which the Portaria in
question confers on the Commander of Her Majesty’s squadron and the British
ComrhiSsiioner of communicating direct with this General Government, can never be‘
exercxse .

CLASS A.



66 LOANDA.

‘11. His Excellency is rather peremptory in his assertion of this view of the
case; but» we respectfully submit, my Lord, that neither Government could have
contemplated that such a construction would have been put upon the words of the
Portaria of the 14th February, 1854.

The words “ established course,” upon Which the Governor-General so confi-
dently rests his argument, clearly, in our opinion, refer to the course Which has
been uniformly followed here, of referring matters net of a very pressing or urgent
nature to the Home Governments fer consideration, and not, by any means, to the
practice for which his Excellency now contends, that of the officer commanding Her
Majesty’s naval forces, and the British Commissioner, addressing all their commu-
nications to Her Majesty’s Consul, to be brought by him to the knowledge of the
Grovernor-General; a practice which, although the Consulate was in existence many
years before the Portaria in question was issued, the archives of this Commission
prove to have never been, on any one occasion, adopted by Her Majesty’s Commis-
sioners here.

12. Should our views on this question meet With your Lordship’s concurrence,
we respectfully request that you will cause the matter to be submitted to the consi-
deration of the Portuguese Government, in order that the Governor-General may
be set right upon a point of so much importance to the efficient discharge of the
duties committed to our care. Meanwhile, waiting the result of any representations
Which your Lordship may think fit to make, we beg leave to assure you that upon
all occasions on which we may have good reason to) think that the Treaty with
Portugal against Slave Trade has been violated, we shall consider it our duty to
bring under the observation of the Governor—General such circumstances as may
come to our knowledge relative thereto, whether his Excellency is pleased to act on
our communications or not.

We earnestly hope that your Lordship may approve of the course which we
have followed, as explained in the inclosed correspondence. V

We have, &C.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY. ‘

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 46.

The Secretwry- General to the Government LfAngala to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

Erranslation.)
entlemen, ' , Ofice qf’the Secretary to the Government, Luanda, April 4, 1862.
HIS Excellency the Governor—Gen’era} has received the oflicial letter which you addressed to him under date

the 24th March last, and has duly considered its contents. -
As, however, the circumstances referred to in the Portaria. No. 2,996 of the 14th February last did not apply

to the case, according to which Portaria the Commander of the English Naval Station and the British Commis-
sioner in the Mixed Commission alone are allowed to correspond with the Governor-General of this Province on
Slave Trade matters, and this “ only when they may be of such urgency that they cannot without inconvenience
wait a decision through the established course,” there being a British Consul in this Province resident at Loanda,
his Excellency might decline to receive your letter.

But not wishing that it should remain unanswered, in consequence of the importance of the matter upon
which it treats, he has accepted it, and orders me to send you, for this time only, a copy of an oflicial letter which
he addressed on the subject to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in this city, the only British functionary whom he
considers competent to correspond with him upon the matters to Which theaforesaid letter relates, excepting under
the circumstances mentioned in the Portaria of the 14th February, already alluded to, a copy of which was sent to
the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commision on the 7th August, 1854. '

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 46:.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Gavemor- General ofthe Province qungola.

Extellent Sir, Luanda, April 6, 1862.
LATE in the afternoon yesterday we had the honour to receive a despatch signed by the Government

Secretary, and dated the 4th instant, inclosing to us a copy of a communication which had been addressed by him
to Her Majesty’s Consul, in reference to the matters treated of in our despatch of the 24th ultimo.

As your Excellency appears to have had before you the Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies of
the 14th February, 1854, and you acknowledge, moreover, that the matter in question is an important one, we do
not deem it necessary to enter into any controversy as to our competency to address your Excellency on such
Subjects as those referred to in our above-mentioned despatch. It Will he suficient for us to say that it has been
the invariable usage for the British Commissioners here to represent to the Governor—G'eneral of the Province
every circumstance appearing to them to be an infraction of the Treaty, previously to performing the duty of
submitting it to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. This course of proceeding we followed in
making- a representation to your Excellency on the subject of the escape of the “Sophia,” and other matters
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referred to in our despatch of the 24th ultimo, which we studiously endeavoured to do with the utmost

eference.
d Our respective Governments can alone decide whether we have passed beyond the strict bounds of our duty

or not in so doing. V _

But your Excellency, in answer to our despateh, which we are informed has been accepted, and the subject

of which is pronounced to be important, is pleased to order the Secretary to Government to send us a copy of

a letter dated the 27th ultimo, which had been addressed by him to Her Majesty’s Consul.

As Sir Henry Huntley, in that character, had officially communicated to the Government Secretary the

reasons which prevented him from receiving the above-mentioned letter, and had, with much regret, felt himself

under the necessity of returning it, and as that letter had actually been returned by Sir Henry Huntley to the

Secretary’s office before the despatch to which we have now the honour to reply reached us, we are confident

our Excellency wiil deem us justified in saying that it would be highly irregular for us to receive, in reply to a

communication'addressed to you by us as British Commissioners, a, copy of a despateh which, so far at least as

Her Majesty’s authorities here are concerned, had, in point of fact, no existence when this copy was sent to

115, the British functionary to whom it was addressed having been imperiousiy obliged to decline taking eo‘gnizanee

of‘it. ‘
We are, therefore, alike precluded from doing so, and now beg leave to return the copy to your

Excellency.
We cannot but deeply lament that these diflieulties should have arisen in our official intercourse, but it is

satisfactory to us to feel, as we do, convinced that they can be in no degree attributed to any want of a disposi-

tion on our part to cultivate the best personal understanding with your Excellency, and still less, we trust, to any

failure in that consideration and deep respect which we owe your Excellency as the Representative of His Most

Faithfill Majesty. '
We have, 8m.

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 46.

The Secretary- General to the Government Aqungola to Her Majesty’s Commiesz'oners.

(Translation) >
Gentlemen, Ofice qfthe Secretary- General to the Government qungola, April 7, 1862.

HIS Excellency the Governor-General received the despatch’ which you addressed to him under yesterday’s
date, and in reply directs me to say to you as follows :-—— ,

His Excellency on the 4th instant ordered that there should be sent to you, for your information, a copy of
the reply to your despatch of the 24th March last, which he thought proper to address to Her Britannia Majesty’s
Consul, because he considered he could not reply to yourselves.

Her Majesty’s Consul deemed it his duty to return that despatch, alleging that he was prohibited by his
Government from receiving correspondence upon the subject thereof ; and accordingly he did return it on the 4th
instant. ‘

Now you think you ought also to return the copy which had been sent to‘ you.
Therefore his Excellency considering that your despatch of the 24th March, from the importance of its

subject, ought not to remain unanswered, and finding that, on the one hand, you, and, on the other, Her
Britannia Majesty’s Agent accredited to this General Government, refuse to receive this reply, regrets to find
himself obliged to return the despatch ; and he orders that I should return it to you incios‘ed, as I now do,

, His Excellency is convinced that he has acted and is now acting in this matter according to his duty,
and that his Government will appreciate his proceedings. '

In conclusion, his Excellency appreciates the sentiments which you‘ express in the despatch referred to,
and orders me to say to you that they are reciprocated.

 

God preserve, &c. . (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO.

No. 47.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Receive'd July 10.) ,

My Lord, Luanda, April 20, .1862.
WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that on the 4th ultimo, in

latitude 6° 47’ south, and longitude 11° 10’ east, Her Majesty’s ship “ Torch,”
Commander Smith, fell in with and detained a brig, in every respect prepared to
receive a. cargo of slaves who were in readiness for her at Mangue‘ Grande

2. When a blank gun was fired from the “ Torch ” this slaver- displayed French
colours, but on the approach of the boat sent'to board her, they were hauled down
and thrown overboard, and as no official papers whatever were found on board to
establish the national character of the vessel, she was forthwith despatched to
St. Helena for adj udication .in the Vice-Admiralty Court of that Colony, under the
Act 2' 8L 3 Vict., cap. 73. v ' . ,

3. A few loose documents, however, which were picked up on board of this
vessel, and which have been obligin’gly handed to us by Commander Smith, confirm
the reports which had :preViously reached us here, that she was the Portuguese
brlg “.Alegre,” and that her present voyage. commenced under the command of a
person named Valentino Felix ade Magalhaes at Liverpool, from whence she was
cleared in July of last year. ' ' i i
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She proceeded from Liverpool to Lisbon, and as she came direct from thence to
this coast, it would appear that she must have completed her slave equipment in
the port of that capital. . ‘ . ‘ . . _

4. Believing that it may tend to facilitate any 1nqu1r1es into this mattenwhich
your Lordship may think proper to cause to be instituted, we beg leave to mclose
the original of one of the papers Which we received from Commander Smith, showing
the‘ name and address of one of the parties concerned in the voyage of the “ Alegre”
from LiVerpOOI to Lisbon.

Whether bond was given at the Custom—house at the latter place that this
vessel was not intended for Slave Trade, is a point which can only be ascertained
there ; but we think it our duty to add that it is generally reported that three other
vessels were fitting out in the Tagus for the same iniquitous purpose as the “ Alegre ;”
and we therefore respectfully submit to your Lordghip whether it might not be
desirable to instruct Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon to endeavour to elicit further
details on this important matter.

We have, 8m.
(Signed) ‘ EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.
 

Inclosure in No. 47.

Mr. Batten?! to Messrs. Johnston, Hodg'san @- Ca.
Gentiemen, . Liverpool, July 22, 1861.

I AM surprised to find the above—named vessel is still‘ here, notwithstanding several favourable opportunities
nave offered, since she has been loaded, of proceeding on her voyage. I therefore beg to give you notice
that I shall hold you responsible for all losses that may be occasioned by her unnecessary and unwarrantablev
detenlion, and request that the vessel at once proceeds ‘to sea.

 

I am, &c.
($igned) CHAS. BOTTERILL.

No. 48.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russellm— (Received July 10.)

My Lord, Loanda, May 5, 1862.
IN allusion to our antecedent despatches of the 8th and 15th ultimo,

relative to the transfer of slaves from this Province to St. Thomas, and also
on the subject of our right to correspond with the Governor-General of this
Province in matters relating to the execution of the Treaty with Portugal for the
suppression of the Slave Trade, we have now the honour to lay before your Lordship
copies and translations of a correspondence which we have subsequently exchanged
With the Governor-General on these subjects.

2. As was to have been expected, perhaps, the answer returned to our commu-
nication of the 5th ultimo proved in all respects unsatisfactory. His Excellency
alleges therein that the negroes embarked here for the Island of St. Thomas’s are
Portuguese subjects removing legally from one Portuguese Province to another,
with passports signed by him; and he denies that the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842,
confers any right on Her Majesty’s oificers to inquire into this matter on board the
vessels conveying those negroes. '

He, therefore, solemnly protests'against any such proceedings, and against the
detention or capture of any Portuguese ship under such a pretext, adverting very
pointedly to the distinction which he conceives such acts would present to the
world in the proceedings of British cruizers towards Portuguese ships, as com-
pared with their proceedings towards French ships, these latter having, he
observes, carried off tens of thousands of negroes from the River Congo, without
any opposition whatever on the part of Great Britain. , ,

3. Referring to the case of the “ Liberdade,” the Governor—General states that
he had given passports for 52 free Portuguese subjects and 10 slaves to proceed to
St. Thomas’s in that vessel.-

No steps whatever were taken, so far as we are informed, to investigate the
case of the negroes shipped on board that vessel. We are not told whether the 10
slaves were bond fide household servants accompanying their master, in conformity
with Article V of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, although from information
derived from other sources, we have reason to know that such was not the case, but
that they were slaves sent by parties here to their agents at St. Thomas’s.
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Considering, however, the ground and tone of the‘ correspondence on the part
of the Governor-General, a fair investigation of the circumstances attending the
embarkation of these negroes was not to have been expected.

4. In replying to this communication, it appears to us, expedient to set the
Governor-General right as to the state of the question mooted therein. We
proceeded, therefore, to explain that the positions in which French and Portuguese
ships employed in transporting negroes from this coast are placed as regards Her
Majesty’s cruizers are in no way analogous, inasmuch as there is no Treaty 1n
existence between Great Britain and France whereby the practice of transporting
the natives of Africa by sea for the purpose of reducing them to slavery was
declared to be a highly penal crime, and giving mutual right of search on board

’ vessels engaged or suspected of being engaged in that practice, whereas with
Portugal there is such a Treaty in existence.

We then observed that his Excellency was not correct in his assumption that
Great Britain had never raised the slightest difficulty in regard to those proceed—
ings on the part of the French Government to which he referred, and we pointed
out to him one fact regarding the transport of these negroes which appeared to us
to constitute a very essential difference in the two cases, viz., that in the case of
French ships the negroes were conveyed to Colonies where slavery was totally
abolished by law, whereas those embarked in Portuguese ships were introduced
into a Colony where the condition of slavery still unfortunately continues to be
maintained; and where, we might have added, it appears to us to be a‘matter of
some doubt whether the Portuguese authorities have the means of preventing them
from being, in the words of the Treaty, “ reduced to slavery.” ,

5. By the annexed copy of the Governor-General’s reply to our above-
mentioned letter, your Lordship will perceive that his Excellency sustains the
accuracy of the comparisons which he had advanced in his previous despatch of
the 7th ultimo, and repeats that Her Majesty’s officers can merely go on board
the vessels conveying these negroes for the purpose of ascertaining whether the
list of crew and number of passports correspond with the number of persons actually
on board. / ’ ,

The Governor-General then introduCes the subject of the measures adopted by
Her Majesty’s Government for the disposal of negroes found on board vessels of
unknown nationality captured by British cruizers, assumes (upon rather slight
foundation) that those negroes being “ torn from their native country by violence,
and coerced to go to a foreign country,” are subjected to ill-treatment in Her
Majesty’s Colonies, remarks that “Great Britain has not the shadow of a right to
dispose of these negroes, unless it be the right of being thestrongestf’ and then
(with a certain degree of assurance) proceeds to add, that all this is so manifest"
that it cannotbe controverted. . a _ , .

6. On the general tenor of this despatch, as, indeed,‘ of the whole of the corre-
spondence to which we now beg leave to request the favour of your Lordship’s atten-
tion, it will be for your judgment to pronounce; but we deemed it advisable not to
permit the statements advanced by the Governor-General—somewhat,irrelevantly,
as it would appear, but apparently with a view of establishingsimilar delinquency
on the part of Great Britain as regards the disposal andrtreatment of negroes f0und
on board captured vessels and sent to British Colonies—erroneous as those state-
ments really are, to remain on record without some early attempt at correction;
and it was under this feeling that we addressed to his Excellency the reply of which
a copy is inclosed. , '

7. We also added in this reply, that in virtue of the compacts founded on
common consent between the two countries, we could not concur in the very
restricted view taken by his Excellency of the duties of British and Portuguese
oflicers employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade. . '

8. On the 29th ultimo we received another despatch from the Governor-General,
dated .the 23rd April, in the first part of which, with regard to the disposal of
negroes found on board vessels captured by British cruizers, he endeavoured to
prove that the'right conferred on Great Britain by Treaties With certain foreign
Powers—which Treaties relate, he observes, only to the vesselsof the contracting
nations—cannot authorize the disposal of negroes found on board vessels of unknown
natlonality ; and explaining, at some length, the sense in which he used the words
contained in his previous despatch, he remarks that they were not susceptible of
the interpretation we had put upon them. Whether they were or not, the contents
0f iztléis despatch does not appear to us to afford any satisfactory explanation on the
ma. er.
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. 9. We, therefore, in acknowledging its receipt, limited ourselves to a few
cursory observations on the conclusion adopted by the Governor-General as to the
right of Her Majesty’s Government to dispose of slaves from on board captured
vessels, as founded on the stipulations of Treaties With foreign Powers, and to
commenting very briefly on the other topics of the above-mentioned despatch.

10. This letter was returned to us the following day, accompanied by the
despatch, a translation of which is subjoined, and which we considered as terminating
this correspondence.

1]. Your Lordship will not fail to observe the manner in Which the Governor-
General, throughout this correspondence, assumes that Her Majesty’s officers have
no right to inquire on board the vessels engaged in transporting these negroes
whether they are free or not. It is upon this assumption that he seems prepared to
make a stand, endeavouring, at the same time, to give a legal aspect to the
proceedings against which we have- been contendin by repeatedly asserting that
the negroes now being transferred to St. Thomas are Portuguese subjects removing
from one Portuguese province to another ; and in his despatch of the 23rd ultimo
(Inclosure No. 5) he says that “ they are Portuguese citizens whom the Portuguese
Government may consider it of interest to the public cause to oblige to change their
residence,” ,

12. This remark had previously been made and much harped upon by his
Excellency in conversation with Her Majesty’s Commissioner, and Mr. Gabriel had
assured him, in reply, that whilst Her Majesty’s Government sought but one object,
viz., the suppression of the Slave Trade, it would not, he felt persuaded, be baffled
by any subterfuge. _

13. It is absurd to say that these negroes are Portuguese citizens merely from
the fact of their‘being brought into this city from the interior as slaves, sold here,
and passports given to authorize their shipment to St. Thomas. ‘

14. It is ridiculous to maintain that, even supposing them to be natives of any
part of the interior within the nominal geographical limits of this province—and we
regret to say that slaves are obtained from many of the native tribes within those
limits—that that constitutes them Portuguese citizens ; for vast districts of this
country, although nominally within the Portuguese jurisdiction, are, in reality, as
independent as Portugal herself: and, in truth, it cannot be said that the Portuguese
dominion in Angola extends beyond a very few miles of the extensive line of coast
Which forms the seaboard of the province. ‘

' Here and there, no doubt, for a distance of 300 miles in the interior, there are
Portuguese settlements, and Portuguese authorities appointed to command small
detachments of troops; but the actual power and authority over the surrounding
tribes is known to be entirely in the hands of the Native Chiefs, who traffic in
slaves as freely and undisguisedly as if no European authority had ever been
established on these shores.

It may, therefore, be permitted us to ask, can the natives of those districts,
many of Whom appear for sale in this city, from time to time, be considered
Portuguese subjects? And again, my Lord, if they are to be considered in that
light, What construction are we to put upon the Governor—General’s dictum that the
Portuguese Government may consider it of interest to the'public cause to oblige
them to change their residence? If they. are Portuguese citizens we presume they
are not criminals, and whence, therefore, their arbitrary and forcible expulsion from
theirtcountry ?' , ,

[5. But, my Lord, it would have been as unwise as useless, we submit, for us
to have followed the Governor-Genera1.into such arguments. It is hard to
conceive that so palpably lame a defence of the system of transporting negroes
to St. Thomas could have been seriously set up by‘ his Excellency, and perhaps
no information Which we have yet been enabled to give your Lordshiptupon the
actuallstate of this question-throws more light upon the course and conduct of this
Local Government with respect to it, than the words which we have above quoted

‘ from. the Sepretary-General’s despatch to us of the 23rd ultimo.
~ 16.. Before concluding this despatch, we have yet to submit to your Lordship

au'i‘ew observations on the Governor-General’s repeated refusal to recognize in us any
right to address him upon‘matters afl‘ecting the execution of the Treaty.

It is worthy of remark, with regard to this matter, that his Excellency,
whilst returning our letters in accordance with the intention he expressed on a
former occasmn, has, nevertheless, thoughtproper to answer them at some length.

He now, however, intimates to us that he does not intend in future to notice
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any communications we may “make to him on matters relating to the Slave Trade,
being of Opinion that the duties of the Commissioners are those, and those only,
expressed in the Treaty.

, In the despatch of the Secretary General, dated the 2nd instant (Pnclosure No. 7),
we can see nothing more than a determination to carry out those views, and an
attempt to silence Us by again dictating a course which would, we respectfully
submit, materially abridge the effectual agency of the British Commissioners here,
and deprive them of a power the exercise of which his Excellency probably finds
distasteful. , ,

17. The Governor-General, towards the closed thiscorrespondence, completely
misinformed as to the precedents. on record, takes exception more‘particularly to
our corresponding with him collectively; and as we conceive that without any
essential detriment to the service or the duties confided to our care, we could so
far yield on this point as to prepose that the correspondence should in future be
signed by Her Majesty’s Cotpmlssmner only, we submitted this proposal to him.
His Excellency, however, declined to aceept it, and as we ,did not consider ourselves
authorized to make any further advances lest we might, in any degree, compromise
what we humbly conceive to be the acknowledged right of Her Majesty’s Commis-
sioners, the matter dropped. Nevertheless, should any case of importance _arise,.
requiring that immediate and decisive steps be'taken, we have no doubt but that
we can so arrange matters as to'secure a hearing on the part of the Governor-
General; and meanwhile having, as we“ felt it our duty to do, protested against
his Excellency’s views, we can only now wait with great anxiety your Lordship’s
instructions on this point. - “ V .

19. In endeavouring to establish our right to correspond with the Governor-
General, we took occasion, as your Lordship Will perceive,‘to refer to the practice
of successive Governments here since the .first establishment ‘of this Commission
in 1843, but more especially to the course followed by Colonel Amara], whose
administration of the Government of this province during a period of six years
was eminently characterized by a fair. and honourable fulfilment of the Treaty
engagements of Portugal towards Great Britain, and Who showed himself ever
ready to co—operate with us in our efforts to prevent the revival of the Slave Trade.
The present Governor-General, however, in denying us this right, defends himself
by asserting that he would fail in his duty if he did not “abolishabusive practices ;”
losing sight apparently not alone of the high public. reputation of the officer to
whose administration we had referred, but also of the important fact that the
constant practice alluded to was well known to the Government of His Most
Faithful Majesty, and countenanced and sanctioned by it. ' L 7

20. Such a declaration as this, my Lord, appears to us to be quite in keeping
With the whole tenor of this correspondence, from which we now respectfully leave
your Lordship to draw your own conclusions. It only remains, therefore, for us
to add the expression of our sincere hope that the answers whichwe have returned
to the Governor—General’s deSpatChes will meet with the concurrence of Her
Majesty’s Government,'and that your Lordship will not consider that we have
exceeded the scope or spirit of our duties on this occasion, or that there has been
any failure in that respect which we are well aware is due, and which we have been
ever most studiously careful, both in our conduct and language, to show to the
authorities of His Most FaithfulMajesty. . ‘

‘ We have, &C.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 48.

The Secretary— General to the Government qungola to Her Majesty's Commissioners.

(Translation)

Gentlemen, Ofice qfthe Secretmjy to the General Gove1nmént quoanda, April 7, 1862..
HIS Excellency the Governor-General of the Province has received your despatch of the 5th instant, and

examined its contents. , , ‘
You _no‘t being competent to address the General Government of Angola upon the matter to which that

despatch relates, as his Excellency observed in a letter addressed to you on the same day (the 5th), he might
abstain from taking it into consideration, or replying to it in any manner whatever. As, however, the subject of
this despatch is of the greatest moment, and Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul feels that he cannot receive despatches
from the General Government relating to this subject, the Govemor-Gene’ral is of opinion that the prescribed
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forms ought to be dispensed with this time, and orders that, in reply to the above-mentioned despatch, I say to
you as follows :— ,

His Excellency is convinced that the Government of Her Britannia Majesty labours under a mistake if it
tshink‘s that, from any other part of the Portuguese coast, excepting the port of Loanda, negroes have gone to

t. homes. "
The Government of this Province prohibits all its subaltem authorities from granting passports to St. Thomas.

It is certain that its orders have been obeyed; and it is not aware that, in an illicit way, any one has left this

yrovéice for the said island.
Therefore, whatever representations in this respect may have been addressed to the British Government,

they are without foundation, and their authors, whoever they may he, have been desirous of deceiving that

Government.
With respect to the negroes embarked at Luanda for the Island of fit. Thomas, they have been embarked in

perfect conformity with the law; each one of them being provided with a passport signed by the Governor-

General, granted after the observance of the most rigorous formalities. They are Portuguese subjects who are

removing legally from this Portuguese province to another neighbouring province, also Portuguese; and the

dispositions of the Treaty of July 3, 1842, in all their rigour, are observed in respect to them~——not more than

10 slaves going in. each vessel; indeed, this rigour, is ever carried beyond that prescribed in the Treaty, because

it is there stipulated that each settler cannot take more than 10 slaves in the same ship ; and, at present, whatever

may he the number of settlers, not more than 10 slaves are allowed to go, and the “ libertos,” to which the Decree

of the 14th December, 1854, alludes, are, in this point of view, put on fohting with slaves, although they are free

eo 1e. '
P pThus, also, any reports which may have been made in this respect to Her Britannia Majesty’s Government

are unfounded, and are intended to illude that Government.

His Excellency, therefore, has not to render you any co-operation in putting an end to a practice perfectly

legal, such as that of the emigration which has taken place from Loanda to St. Thomas—an emigration which is

carried on under the inspection of the Portuguese authority, the only anthority which has to take cognizance of

the matter.
As regaras the patacho “ Liberdadej’ his Excellency orders it to be said to you that she is about to sail for

St. Thomas, and that all the prescribed formalities will be observed; that all the passengers will have perfectly

legal passports, his Excellency having already given them to fifty-two fn'ee Portuguese and ten slaves ; and that,

beyond the passengers who may take passports, she will only have on board her crew, as specified in the muster-

roll ; that is to say, this vessel will sail in perfect harmony with the law? as they all do, because the authorities

discharge their duty. ‘

With reference to the instructions which you say have been received, and which will be given to the

commanders of the cruizers in order rigorously to examine and inquire on board the packets and other vessels

which transport these negroes hence to St. Thomas, “ if they are in that state of entire and perfect freedom Which may

justify their removal ; and, in the event of their not being so, to detain the ships and bring them before the Mixed

Commission;" and, referring also to your observation that the impediments which may thereby arise to licit

commerce must he imputed to those who are employed in the forcible conveyance of these negroes to St. Thomas,

and not to the proceedings of Her Britannic Majesty’s oflicers, his Excellency orders me to reply to you as

follows :—
The Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, neither in letter nor spirit, authorizes the English cruizers to inquire

on board the Portuguese ships, which they may examine, except as to whether they convey slaves, or present any

indications or preparations to engage in the Traffic; and it is only when they convey slaves, or present any

indications that they are about to receive slaves, that those cruizers can detain or capture them.

The ships which convey passengers from Luanda. to St. Thomas do not carry slaves (except those allowed

by law), nor do they present any fittings or preparations for receiving them. They cannot, therefore, be detained

or ca tnred. ,
x'l‘he English cruizers have not the least right to ask any one of these passengers, who is in a free condition,

.as shown by the passport which he takes, whether he goes or not by his qwn will;
There is not in the Treaties and Conventions a single word which authorizes any interpretation to the contrary,

and the'dignity and independence of Portugal rejects them.
Those eruizers, on finding all the negro passengers with legal passports, and the negroes who are said to

he sailors duly entered on the ship’s muster-roll, cannot, without offending the Portuguese nation, as a free and

independent nation, make any further examination or inquiry whatever, except as to the number of passengers

who go in the condition of slaves.
His Excellency, therefore, at once solemnly protests against the alleged pretension of a right on the part

of the English cruizers to inquire into any matter beyond that clearly specified in the preceding paragraphs. He

solemnly protests against any proceeding which may take place on board Portuguese ships in virtue of such

pretensions; and he likewise protests against the detention or capture of any Portuguese ship under this

'retext.
p And the impediments which may thereby result to licit commerce can never be imputed to those who

undertake the emigration from Loanda to St. Thomas with all the prescribed formalities, and under the protection

of the authorities and of the law, but to the cruizers which may abuse force, trample on right, and insult the

Portuguese flag and nation, in virtue of a pretension which is neither admissible nor justifiable. ,

His Excellency, however, hopes that such proceedings will not take place, because he cannot believe that the
ofiicers' of Her Britannia Majesty would wish that the world should witness such strange excesses and abuses

practised on this coast by the English naval forces towards Portugal, because she is a small nation, and compare

them with the condescensions and forbearance shown for so many years on this same coast towards France,

because she is a great nation, she having exported from the Zaire tens of thousands of negroes, purchased from
the natives, without England's raising the slightest difiiculty; negroes, moreover, who were not, like those which

go' from here to St. Thomas, French subjects proceeding from one Province to another of the same nation.
In conclusion, you say it is your duty to request his Excellency’s attention to the serious responsibility which

he will incur if it should be proved that the negroes now being embarked for St. Thomas have been introduced

there in violation of the Treaty stipulations between Portugal and Great Britain.
His Excellency views it as remarkable that the British Commissioner and Arbitrator should consider it to be

their duty to remind him of his responsibility as the Delegate of the Portuguese Government in this province,
because it is indeed remarkable; and consequently he only orders 'me to say to you that it was not necessary for
you to give yourselves the trouble of reminding him of the discharge of his duties, because he knows them, as he
knows also the responsibility which attaches to him it' he does not fulfil them. He will reply for his acts before
his own Government and country.
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Finally, I am commanded to say to you that his Excellency will not, in future, receive any despatches‘ from

on collectively or individually, except upon matters relating to the Mixed Commission or Board of Superintendende,

Which are those appertaining to you, or upon the Slave Trade, in those cases laid down in the Portaria of the

14th February, 1854, which on the 7th of August of that year was communicated to the British Commissioner;

that is, “ when the urgency of the case may be such that it cannot, without inconvenience, ‘wait a solution

through the established course,” a case which can never occur whilst there is here a Consul' of Her Britannic

Ma'est .
J Ahy despatches which you may address to the Governor-General, except on those matters and under those

circumstances, will be returned.
»

God preserve, &c. , (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO.

 

Inclosure 2' in No. 48.

Her filajesty’s Commissioners to the Governor- General qfflze Province qungala.

Excellent Sir, Luanda, April 11, 1862.
WE have been honoured by the receipt of the reply which your Excellency caused to be givento our despatch

of the 5th instant relative to the removal of' negroes from this province to St. Thomas. This reply we shall hasten

to bring to the knowledge of Her Majesty’s Government, and we now beg leave to subjoin a few observations ‘on
some parts thereof. ,

As your Excellency distinctly admits that the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, authorizes Her Majesty’s officers
to inquire, on board the Portuguese ships which they may examine, whether they convey slaves, it would appear
superfluous for us to offer any comments upon this point, more particularly as the 131: Article of Annex B to the
said Treaty is sufliciently clear and explicit thereon, Where it says “ that the Commander of any ship belonging to
the Royal British 01' Portuguese navy, who shall be furnished with the requisite instructions, shall have a right. to
visit, search, and detain (except within the limits excepted in Article II of the Treaty) any British or PortugueSe
vessel which shall be actually engaged, or suspected to be engaged, in‘ transporting negroes or others for the
purpose of consigning them to slavery.”

We feel it, therefore, quite unnecessary for us to insist upon the right Which Her Majesty's officers have
under the Treaty, to inquire whether the negroes whom they may find on board Portuguese vessels at sea are
destined to he consigned to slavery or not, and, should it be found that they are, then to take measures for putting
a stop to this abuse, and for securing to those negrOes the final and complete emancipation to which they are
entitled under the Treaty. ' ' >

Your Excellency, in expressing a hope that Her Majesty’s officers will not resort to such measures, adds that
it would present to the world a strange distinction in their mode of proceeding towards Portuguese ships as
compared with French ships; these latter having, your Excellency is pleased to say, carried off tens of thousands
of negroes from the Congo without any opposition on the part of England—negroes, moreover, whO’were not, like;
those which go from here to St. Thomas, French subjects proceeding from one province to another of the same
nation. - , ,

On what your Excellency has here advanced as to the difi’erence which might be observable in the proceedings
of British oflicers towards Portuguese as compared with French vessels, we cannot but. beg permission to remark,
that the positions in which the ships of the two nations are placed are in no degree analogous; they do not, indeed,
bear a moment’s comparison. , . ’

There is no Treaty between Great Britain and France in which the practice “ of transporting the natives of
Africa by sea for the purpose of reducing them to slavery is declared to be a highly penal crime in their respective
dominions, and For the subjects of their respective Crowns,” and giving mutual right of’search on board “ vessels
actually engaged, or suspected of being engaged, in transporting negroes or others for the purpose of consigning
them to slavery ;” but there is such a Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, and therefore there is no parity,
so far as regards Slave Trade acts or pursuits, between Portuguese and French ships. We will, however, observe
that, for a period, a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade did exist between England and France, throughout
which time the provisions of that Treaty were executed by the French with undeviating, fidelity; nor, while it
lasted», was the French flag found upon the coast connected with-negro bondage under any pretence.

We cannotconceal the surprise with which we find your Excellency labouring under a yet greater mistake, in
supposing that Gijeat Britain never offered any opposition to those proceedings on the part of the French Govern!
ment, to which refel‘enceiis made. , i ‘ . ‘ a '

She did not of course resort to those means of opposition which neither special Treaty stipulations nor
the general Law of Nations would have justified, but she did employ 'every means allowed her by the usages
of international cornity, until at last she has had the satisfaction of seeing her disinterested humanity and inde-
fatigable exertions crowned with success by the Decree of His Majesty the Emperor, of the Frenchforiputting
an end to the system referred to on, an apprOaching day. - ' ,

It will, no doubt, be gratifying to yeur Excellency to-vhear that we have just received information of a like

happy result having attended the efforts of Great ,Britain to obtain from another powerful nation, America,
that most desirable object for which she has been so long and so unremittingiy contending—éthe right of search.

With regard to Portugal, as to other nations ’with whom Great Britain has entered into Slave Trade
Conventions, she merely takes, as we are assured she will continue to take, ample measures for effecting a
scrupulous fulfilment of the solemn Treaties which subsist. ,

Referring to the comparison which your Excellency draws between the conveyance of negroes in French ships
from the Congo to the Westlndies, and the transport of n'egroes from one Portuguese Province to another, we
trust it will not be supposed that we have any wish to palliate or defend the proceedings of the French Govern-
ment in procuring African labour, if we venture to point out that they had at least one most important and
essential advantage over that of the removal of negroes hence to St. Thomas’s, which is,'that the Africans were
taken to Colonies in which the condition of slavery is absolutely and entirely prohibited by law, and where no
person can hold slaves; whereas those being embarked at Luanda are transported to a Colony where not only
does slavery exist, but where slaves are in greatdemaud, the market price of them in that Colony being about
five times more than the combined cost of obtaining and conveying-them thither from this ProVince.

In conclusion, it only remains for us to, refer to the opinion which your Excellency has expressed as to its,
not being within the sphere of our duties to address you on such subjects, although holding, as we do, thepositive
instructions of Her Majesty’s Government to that eifect, which we were careful to state to your Excellency in
our despatch of the 5th instant.

CLASS A.
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. ur Excellent: is; leased to $3 that outcannot acknowledgein Her Majesty’s Commissioners any right

to. adycigess yoil .upoii th;J matters to yiirhichZur above-mentioned despatch relates, notwithstanding the orders of
the two Governments, audithe practice hitherto invariably followed; and you decline to. receive any further corre-
spondence‘from them on these subjects.“ 0 _ 4 _ , _

Your Excellency is pleased, moreover, to express It. as your opinion that Her Majesty s. Consul is alone
theifunctionary to whom you ,can address yourself on such Ihatters’. althpugh you‘r Excellency 15 aware that he
has most reluctantly felt himself obliged to decline receivmg any coinmumcation from you on Slave Trade
subjecm , _ . . .

It is obvious, therefore, that the effect of these VIeWS must be to suspend all correspondence on such subjects
between this Provincial Government. and Her Majesty’s authorities i-esiding here. Whether such was your
Excellency’s wish in adopting the course which you have now thought pifoper to 510, we wxll‘not pretend to say ;
but we beg leave to add that, as wehave no choice in this matter, we mpst corisnier 1t o.ur duty to act under our
instructions until the pleasure of the two Governments be known upon the objections raised by your Eiicelleney,
and that we shall accordingly continue to address.to. your Excellency letters communicating any mformatlori which
we may receive, calculated to further the benevolent ends which the two High Contracting: Parties had in Vlew
by the Treatv of. the3rd July, 1842, and to assist your Excellency-in fpllowmg up that lreaty With the same

., i 'n which it was contracted.loyalty and good fa th 1 We have, 8w.

(Signed) ' EDMUND GABRIEL.
H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 48.

The Sécretary- General to the Government qungola to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.»

' (Translation) _ y
Gentlemen, Ofice qfflw Secretary General to Govewnment, Luanda, April 14, 1862.

' 1N conformity with what was stated to you in a despatch of the 7th instant, his Excellency the Governor-
General orders that I return to you'the despatch which you addressed to him on the 11th instant, which I now
return inclosei.

I am also commanded to say to you that it isuot without reason that his Excellency made the comparison
between the contemplated proceedings on the part of English cruizers with respect to ships bound from Loanda
to St. Thomas with passengers, and their proceedings up to the present time towards French ships leaving the
Congo with negroes.

, The Treaty which exists between Portugal and Great Britain cannqt by any means embrace the pretension
which is now put forward, according to your communications, that of English cruizers going on board Portuguese
ships conveying passengers from Loanda to St. Thomas’ to inquire if those passengers go by their own will.

These ships proceed to sea having complied with all legal formalities, and after having been duly inspected
by the proper authorities.» They take free passengers, all with passports in due form given by the superior
authority of the province; they are not, therefore, ships which take, or can be suspected of taking, negroes to
St. Thomas’ for the purpose of reducing them to slavery, and, therefore? the English cruizers can merely go On
board to see if the list of the crew and the number of the passports agrees with the population existing on board.
The above-mentioned inquiry, if made, would be a reproach upon the superior'authorities of Angola and St. Thomas,
besides being an illegality.

The pretension referred to cannot, therefore, be founded on the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and whoever
others it to Portugal,-with reference to free Portuguese subjects proceeding from one Portuguese province to
another, might, with much greater reason, offer to France the pretensioii that she could not buy human beings
from the natives ofAfrica, and carry them ofi' against their will from the Congo to her Colonies, and that they had
the right to oppose this.

France would not admit this pretension because she is a free and independent nation, and this is what his
Excellency does, protesting against the pretension which has been made to him, as he has protested and does
protest, on the part of the Portuguese nation. And his Excellency does this with so much more reason, because
he is certain that Great Britain undoubtedly would not admit a. similar pretension which Portugal might offer to
her, with much, if not entire feundetion, in reply to her pretension.

Portugal might say that the negroes captured by the English cruizers in ships without any established nationality
taken to the English Colonies, and there employed in labour by the planters, are coerced in all this, and g0, therefore,
much against their will, and that England cannot allege the shadow of a right to dispose of these negroes, unless it
be the right of being the strongest. ’ .

It is not possible to disprove this, because it is manifest, and neither pan it be alleged that these negroes are
more fortunate in British Colonies, because Portugal has an internal example which shows her the fate which
:‘irwaiits the labourers imported there. It is that of the colonists engaged some years since in St. Antonio, Cape

.er es. '
These negroes were treated in such a manner in Guiana that their cries of anguish crossed the Atlantic from

Demei‘ara- to Lisbon, and the Portuguese Government had to send a ship there to redeem them from the
martyrdom under which they were suffering; and can it he maintained that for the uncivilized negroes from the
interior of Africa, who remain there Without having any one from whom they can ask the slightest protection, a
better fate may be reserved ? '

If, therefore, it were admitted that the English cruizers might go on board Portuguese ships to inquire as to
the good will or otherwise of the free passengers who go from hence to St. Thomas, with their passports perfectly
legal, and might detain the ships when any of those passengers thoughtof saying that he did not go spontaneously,
what right would not the Portuguese eruizers have to detain the English ships conveying the above-mentioned
negroes, who are not English subjects, and who are torn from their native country by violence, and coerced to
go to a. foreign country 'I

His Excellency, therefore, orders it to he said to you that the comparison Which he made is perfectly
exact. That the Treaty recently Celebrated between Great Britain and France in no respect alters this question,
and in so much as you say that they had. no right to prevent the carrying away of negroes by the French from
the Congo, and they .would not allow that the Portuguese should detain English ships under the circumStances
above referred to, much less can they proceed towards ships employed in legally transporting free Portuguese
subjects from hence to St. Thomas, in the manner in which it is said to be intended. '
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His Excellency orders it also to be said to you. that in the same manner in which your State that ' you wjlll
continue to address yourselves to him, communicating any information 'which'you may receive, tending to
iromote the ends which the Governments rot' Portugal and England had in view by concluding the Treaty of the
3rdJuly, 1842, hel'declaresthat he will continue to‘return to you any despa‘t’ches which you 'mey'a‘ddress'to
him; not because he wishes to suspend the correspondence upon this subject, but because it is not with you he
ought to hold it. .

His Excellency will receive'all Information, he wishes that it should be'given to him, heeWill act’upon it ‘in all
respects as his duty may require him to do; but there is a Consul rof Her Britannia Majesty here, and hezis the
only functionary competent to communicate such information ofiiciaily to him, and with that funetionary you.
may come to an’ understandingfor the purpose.

‘In conclusion, his Excellency commands me also to state to you that the responsibility of any inconvenience
which may arise from such communications not-having been received, will fell upon the British authorities who
refuse to proceed in conformity with the general rules established between nations, and with the special arrange"
ments'which have been entered into between the Governments of Portugal and England.

God preserve, 8L0. (Signed) JOSE ‘BARBOZA LEAD.

 

‘Inclosure' 4 in No. ‘48.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Gavemar- General qftke Province qungola.

Excellent Sir, Luanda, April 19, 1862.
WE have received the despatch addressed to us on the vl4th instant, by your Excellency’s direction, in reply

to one from us dated the 11th, which you declined to receive. v
Respecting the right which the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, confers on British and Portuguese officers, of

boarding and searching ships conveying negroes, we do not deem it necessary to enter into any lengthened argument,
' and we therefore merely take leave to remark that'we do not find in that Treaty any stipulation confining the action
of those officers on board the ships in question within the very narrow limits laid down by your Excellency, viz.,
“ that of ascertaining whether the list of crew and number of passports correspond with the population existing on
boar .” y , .

We are assured, moreover, that such a restricted view of the duties of the oflicers .of the two nations will not
receive the concurrence of either_ of their Governments. V

But in support of the views expressed by your Excellency in a previous despatch of the 7th instant, and in
justification of the forced conveyance of negroes from this province to St. Thomas, your Excellency has now,
whilst returning our despatch of the 14th instant, thought proper, in answer to that. despatch, to advance some
statements which call for a brief reply. ' >

Your Excellency says that the negroes found on board ships captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers without any
established nationality are, taken by coercion to British Colonies, and there employed in labour by-‘the planters;
adding. that England cannot allege the shadow of a right to dispose of these negroes; unless it be the right of
being the strongest, and that this is so manifest as not to admit of disproof.

In reply to this, it might be sufiicient for us to remind your Excellency that in all the Treaties entered into by Great
Britain with foreign Powers for the suppression of the Slave Trade it is expressly stipulated that the negroes found,
on board ships detained under those Treaties “ shall be placed at the disposal of the Government to whom belongs
the cruizer which made the capture ;" but we cannot refrain from observing, also, that it is not necessary for Great
Britain to rest her justification in this matter upon Laws or Treaties, or any other human Ordinances, inasmuch
as, independent of them,vshe possesses a. far higher and more sacred right to dispose of these Africans in such a
manner as shall effectually redeem them from slavery; it is a right founded on the interests of religion, of justice,
and of humanity. _ ' ‘

But as we presume your Excellency will admit that the British Government is bound to dispose of these
unfortunate beings in some manner or other, may we be permitted to ask what mode of doing so your Excellency
would propose P ,

Would you deem it more advisable and more conducive to their welfare if they were re-landed on the shores of
Africa, from whence they had been embarked, to become again, .as they assuredly would, the Victims of the inhuman
Elavi-cglealers, and be either massacred or re-‘shipged to Cuba and consigned to a fate , more cruel even than
eat _ ‘ - , ‘

With regard to the treatment which these negroes receive in the West Indies, we regret to find that your
Excellency appears to have been so much misinformed. The information collected by the French Government on
the establishment and working (if the system of free labour in the West Indies, and the Reports of the Commie;
sioners‘appointed by that Government some years since to inquire into the results of the free labour system in the
British Colonies, show plainly and indisputably what have been the efi'ects of British emancipation; and should
your Excellency desire to be’ correctly informed oil this matter, the'Reports to which we refer, as well as the
extensive and minute information on this subject collected and printedvunder the authority of- the British Parliament,
shall be placed at your disposal, and will, we have no doubt, lead' your Excellency to very different conclusions
from those at which you appear to have arrived‘ from the alleged and isolated 'case of a few disappointed negroes
who emigrated from StrAntonio, in the Cape Verdes, to one of the British West India Colonies. , .

. Her Majesty’s Government, well assuredthat it is by truth only that the interests of humanity can be promoted,
have since tendered to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty permission'to send Commissioners to the British
Colonies in the West Indies to inquire into these matters, should it desire 'to follow the example of the French
Government. " . ' ' y ' ‘ , - ' ‘ ' y ,‘

_ In advertiug a second: time to the measures adopted by the British Government for- the disposal of the negroes
found on board captured slavers, your Excellency says, that “ they are torn from their native Vcountry by violence,
{ind coerced to go to a foreign country.” This is, no doubt, strictly true if applied to the Portuguese slave-dealers
on this coast,‘ who; in violation of the Treaty engagements contracted towards Great Britain by the "Crown of
gating], and in open defiance of the laws ofPortug'a‘l, continue in the, most scandalous manner to trafiic in human
es * ~ ‘

_ Her'Majesty’s ,dflicers simply rescue the Africans from the hands {of these miscreants, and send‘ them to
Colonies where the act of British emancipation having been} absolute and unqualified, there'does not exist a single
law; which makes any distinction: hetweenthe whiterman and the black. . y Y .1 . t ‘ ., '
,t, _- y’sthereque. in uSingthe words already‘quoted 'fijom youri'ExceIlency’sdespatchit should have been; your
mtentlon to charge the Bfit'ish Government with having caused these ‘negroes to be tom from their native country

3
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by violence, we cannot refrain from saying that it is much to he lamented that your Excellency should have

permitted yourself, however strong may be your prepossession against the untiring and generous efforts of the

British nation for the extinction of slavery and the Slave Trade, to hazard such an imputation upon Her Majesty's

Government—an imputation involving a violation of national honour: and faith, and a participation in acts which,

by whatever nation they are done or permitted to he done, are regarded in; England, and in the civilized world at

large, with increasing abhorrence. _ . _ V

In conclusion, we beg leave to observe that the doctrine that the British Commissioners at this place are not

authorized to treat with the Local Government on matters relating to the due fulfilment of the Treaty, although

once before asserted and frankly met by the Portaria of the Minster of Marine and Colonies, dated 14th February,

1854, has, independent of that Portaria, been actually set at nought hy the invariable practice of successive

Governments, since the first establishment of the Mixed Court in [843, and more particularly by the Government

of your Excellency’s predecessor, Councillor José Rodrigues Coelho dolAmaral, who, with that straightforwardness

of thinking and conduct which peculiarly characterized him,respecially in his laudable desire to promote the honour

and dignity of his nation by a faithful observance of Treaties, was on several occasions himself personally the first

to enter upon such matters with the Queen’s Commissmners.

Upon the course, however, which your Excellency has adopted in regard to our correspondence, we feel it

unnecessary to offer any fui-ther comments, but we consider. that we should fail in our duty if we were not to

protest against it strongly, or if we were so far to acquiesce m it as to abstain from the due discharge of those

duties the interruption of which, in this manner, we feel, directed. not against ourselves, but against the Government
whose commission we have the honour to hold.

Finally, it only remains for us to observe, with reference to the last paragraph of the despatch of the 14th
instant, that upon whoever your Excellency may think proper to place the responsibility of any inconvenience which
may arise from the course adopted by you, this appears to us to be a point the final decision of which belongs to
higher authorities. -

' We have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

1 H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 48.

The Seeretary- General to the Government qungola to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

(Translation)
Gentlemen, O_fiz‘ce qfthe Secretary General to the Gaye'mment at Loanda, April 23, 1862.

IN conformity with the communication made to you in the despatches of the 7th and 14th instant, his
Excellency the Governor-General commands me to return the letter which you_ addressed to him on the 19th, and
With reference to some passages of that letter he orders me to make the fqllowing observations :—

That which his Excellency ordered to be said to you in my despatch pf the 14th instant, respecting the rights
of English officers in visiting Portuguese ships, perfectly accords with what was stated in my despatch of the 7th,
and with the provisions of the Treaty.

The ships leaving this port perfectly legalized by the Portuguese authorities, it is for the cruizers only, so far
as regards the passengers, to see that the list ofthe crew and the passports agree with the number of persons existing on
board. They have nothing to inquire as to the circumstances of the persons legally allowed to leave this port, unless
it be whether there go a greater number of slaves than that stipulated in the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. Such
is the opinion of his Excellency, who will answer for the passports which he may give for the departure of these
Portuguese subjects, and he is certain that it will also be the opinion of his Govern‘menh

You say that in all the Treaties which Great Britain has celebrated for the suppression of the Traflic in
Slaves, it is stipulated that the Degrees found on'board captured vessels shall he placed at the disposal of the
Government to whom belongs the capturing ship. '

His Excellency orders me to say to you—
lst. That this is perfectly true, but w1th the essential difi'erence that those Treaties relate only to the ships of ’

the two contracting nations.
2nd. That the Treaties celebrated with a certain number of nations do not authorize the disposal of negroes

found on board ships of unknown nationality, which were those referred to in my despatch of the 14th instant;
and—

3rd. That the contrary could only be admitted if there were Treaties with all the 'nations of the globe, because
the ship which might appear without any distinctive nationality would belong to some of them.

His Excellency does not question the right founded on religion, on humanity, and on justice which you allege
in your despatch, seeing that England takes the slaves to fedeem them from Slavery, nor upon the means which
might beypreferahle to those now employed by her, not from what I was ordered to say in my above’mentioned

. despatch can it be deduced that he raised such a discussion.
The Governor wished to show that if England would not permit Portuguese cruizers to detain her ships

~eonveying the negroes referred to, which negroes she has no positive right to dispose of in that manner, and which
are taken away against their will, much less could Portugal accept from her the pretension now put forward
by you,—that of the English cruizers going on board Portuguese ships to inquire if any of the emigrants who go
to St. Thomas do not go spontaneously, and if so. to detain the ships, inasmuch as this latter case relates to a thing
which might be, and the former to a thing which is'known to be. The former refers to people of whom there is
no positive right to dispose against their will, the latter yes, because they are Portuguese citizens whom the
Portuguese Government may consider it of interest to the public cause to oblige to change their residence.

The conclusion, therefore, which his Excellency wished to draw is quite manifest, and his proposition perfectly
true.

. . His Excellency theGovernor-General directed me to say to you, in my despatch'of the 14th, for‘ the purpose
of proving the said proposition, “ that the negroes taken by the English cr‘uizers from the slave-dealers in' ship!
without any determined nationality, removed to the British Colonies, and there emplo ed in labour by the planters,
are coerced in all this, and go, therefore, much against their will.” Ami he directe me to add further on; “ that
these negtoes are positively known to have been torn from their native country by violence, and to be coerced to
go to a foreign country.” ,

. His Excellency, therefore, in stating that the English cruizers take the negroes at sea from the slaveodealers,
'thd. not say that those cruizers tore them from their nativecountry by violence, because torn from their native
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country they had already found them; aild in asserting that these negroes are coerced to go in English ships to
British Colonies, he asserted a truisrn, which no one can seriously contest, and he cannot believe that in so saying
he offended, even lightly, Great Britain or her Government.

It is, therefore, without any foundation that you use the last cited words. of my despatch of the 14th as a
pretext for the assertions contained in your letter, with reference to the sentiments of your Government andyour'

nation, as well as other civilized nations; of which sentiments his Excellency is a’ssuredyand which he also
professes: and for saying that those words are “strictly true if applied to the Portuguese slave—dealers on this
coast, who in violation of the obligations contracted by the Crown of Portugal towards Great Britain, and in open
defiance of the laws of Portugal continue in the most scandalous manner‘to trafiic in ,human flesh, and that the
English officers only rescue them from the hands of these miscreants,” upon which his Excellency orders me to
say to you as follows :——- _ v ’

In this province it may be sad that there are slave-dealers, because the existence of slaves is legal, and there
are those who purchase and who sell slaves; but where there are Portuguese authorities the trade in slaves is not
carried on in transgression of the Treaty with Great Britain, nor in contravention of the laws of the country.

Beyond the dominion of the Portuguese authority, if there are any‘ Portuguese slave~dealers, certainly they"
do not tear the negroes from their native country by violence, because they have not the force requisite for this.

But even if it were not absolutely so, there would be nothing to be astonished at. In every part there are
evil passions, and all their pernicious effects ; happy would he the nation whose citizens would not be bold enough
to transgress the laws, either in or out of their country; and if Portugal and England had this good fortune,
the Mixed Commisisions would not have been instituted to adjudge Portuguese and British slave-ships captured.

Therefore, that which you say in the passage above transcribed can merely be considered as an injurious and
gratuitous accusation used in seeking a pretext to fall upon the Portuguese ; and which, therefore, is repelled by
his Excellency. ,

Respecting the form of correspondence, upon which you dwell forcibly on the argument of establishetl
practice, his Excellency desires me to say to you that he finds in the archives of the Secretary-General’s ofiice
examples of the individual correspondence of each one of the British Commissioners who have served in the
Mixed Commission ; but that he would fail in his duty if he did not abolish this abusive practice. He, however,
only finds one instance, which occurred in 1854, in which the British Commissioner and Arbitrator constituted
themselves the Consular of Diplomatic Delegates of their Government, and as such addressed despatches
collectively to the General Government; despatches which do not appear from the registers of this Government
to have received any reply. y , V

This form, therefore, may be everything except the practice followed by a. long time, as you aflirm. That
which it is, so to speak, is a true innovation, commenced by you in your despatch of the 24th March last, and
which his Excellency cannot accept, notwithstanding your protests.

His Excellency orders me also to say to you that, however highly he may appreciate the endowments and
services of his predecessor, the Councillor José Rodrigues Coelho do Amaral—very appreciable, really—he does
not admit that he had more at heart than the Governor-General the honour and dignity of his nation, and the
faithful observance of Treaties celebrated by it. Nor can he accept as the rule of his conduct the proceedings of
Seuhor Amaral, where they may not be in acordance with those established principles and rules which guide his
Excellenc . , ,

In cohclusion, I am commanded to say to you that, inasmuch as you (although you cannot be recognized in
any oflicial character to address the Governor-Geueral of this Province upon Slave Trade matters) have allowed
yourselves to give to this discussion the character of a diatribe, to‘which his Excellency, by hisvposition and
character, cannot descend, in future, your despatches upon this subject will he returned without the most simple
observation, whatever may be the points upon which they touch. , ’ ‘

The British Commissioner and Arbitrator in the Mixed‘Commission have no other. functions than those
appertaining also to the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator, and can never even act together but in the
special cases laid down in the law. They are not recognized nor accredited here tolexercise any other functions
collectively, and even then it must be in session of the Mixed Commission, jointly with the Portuguese members.
For all other purposes his Excellency can only recognize, and will not recognize any but, the accredited Agent of
Her Britannia Majesty, which is her Consul serving here. ‘ , ’

If, by not wishing to subject themselves to these forms, which' are the legal ones, the Agents of Great Britain
should give cause for the interruption of . those relations with the General Government which appertain to each
one of them, upon his Excellency cannot be placed the responsibility of any inconvenience which may result
therefrom. ‘ ' ’

God preserve, &c. (Signed) V JOSE BARBOZA LEAD.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 48.

Her ‘Hajeséy’s Commissioners?!) the Govemor- Generdl qf'the Province qungolrtZ

Excellent Sir, , Luanda, April 30, 1862.
IN acknowledging the receipt of the despatch delivered to us yesterdaY, under datef'the 23rd instant, we have

the honour to apprise your Excellency that we will lose no time iii transmitting a Copy thereof 'to Her Majesty's
Government, together with the entire correspondence which has been exchanged between us,’arisiug out of the
communication which, in conformity with the precise instructions of Her Majesty’s Secretaryrof State for Foreign
Affairsrwe had the honour to address to your Excellency on the 5th instant. . . v 7 , V ' . ,

Adverting to the right which the several Treaties with foreign Powers confer on Great Britain, of disposing-
of negroes found on board captured vessels, your Excellency observes that those Treaties relate only torthe ships
of the two contracting nations, and that the Treaties celebrated with a certain number of ‘ nation’s 'cannot authorize
the disposal of negroes found on board ships of uncertain nationality. . ' ' , ’ V _

Portugal having, by the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, conceded to Great Britain the right of disposing of the
negroes found on board vessels navigating under the Portuguese flag, as freely and distinctly admitted by your
Excellency, we cannot refrain from saying that we were induced to hope that our Excellency, as the Representative
of Portugal in this province, would, with even greater reason, have as frnn 1y recognized her right to dispose“
negrbes found on board. vessels navigating piratieally, which are those vessels referred to v in your Excellency’s
despatch of the 14th instant; that is, vessels without colours and without papers, and’ther‘efore not entitled to claim
the protection of the flag of any nation or State—vessels navigating against the' laws of Portugal and of everyvo'ther
maritime Power. > » . . , y
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Butasryofir‘Excellency‘ in :your aboveameutioneddespateh stated that England “"hasnot the shadow ‘of a

tight to disposeof the negroes found on boardthese vessels," and added, moreover, that this is so manifest as to

he incontrovertible, we perceive but little utility in prolonging this correspondence by offering any further comments

onthis; oint. .

With referenceto thatpassageiu your Exeellency’s‘despatch in which you are pleased to observe that we

have uowg‘iven to this-discussion 2 the character of‘ a diatribe, we can only, in reply, beg permission to remind

your Excellency that in no one instance have we advanced beyond answering, as briefly and cursorily aspossihle,
:theseveral comparisonsand inferences drawn by your‘ Excellency, which we humbly conceived to be faulty. We

eouldmotbut have regarded ourselves as guilty of a derelictiou of duty'had we allowed those Comparisons and.

inferences to pass unnoticed. And we beg leave to assurevyou that we heve been- mostscrupulously and sincerely
desirous to abstain from trespassing on your Excellency with any observations on the points at issue, not called for
by the tenor of the despatches which we received.

.We will take the'liberty of submitting to‘ your Excellency only onerother observation. It is with reference
to theprecedents which are stated to be on record, of the British Commissioner and Arbitrator corresponding-
oollectively with this General Government.

Your Excellency stateshthat only one zinstance‘appears in which this fform‘of correspondence had been followed
anterior, to, our Communication of the 24th ultimo,,and even in that instence the records of this General Govern—
mentgdo not show thateny reply was'gie‘en.

We beg leave to assure your Excellency that .you are labouring under-an erroneous impression on these
points,_iuasmuch as theerch-ives of this Commission show- that, on more than one occasion the British Commis.

‘sioner, oud Arbitrator have jointly: addressed the Governor-General of this province, whilst a. British Consul was
actuallyresident here; andrthatjn thezpartieular instance referred to by} our' Excellency in 1854, a prompt reply
was given by the functionary then administering the government of the province, the original of which reply is
not 0th deposited in. thevarchives of this Commission, but- a copy thereef contained in the papers relating to the
Slave Trade; published andvpresented .to the British ’ Parliament by command of Her Majesty in the session of
1355. , '

If this mode of joint correspondence does not appear more frequently en record, this circumstance is attributable
no deuht, to the fact that there has rarely been a Commissioner and Arbitrator on the part of Her Majesty here

present at the same time ;, certainly, until very recently, such hadfinot been the case for the last six yerrs.
But, nevertheless,'as your Excellency takes v strong exception to ou'F acting collectively in these matters, we

beg to say'that, with every desire to meet your views, we will take upon ourselves the responsibility of so far v
y deflating from the established practice, and from the rule prescribed by our Government, that, pending its

decision on this point, Her Majesty’s Commissioner shall in future ihdividually address your Excellency on
matters connected with the Slave Trade, should-such a course meet with your Excellency’s acquiescence.

‘ We have, &0.
. (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

‘ ' H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure ‘7 in No. 48.

7729 Secretary-G'eneral to the Government qf‘Angola to Her Majhséy’s Commissioners.

-( Translation.) '
Gentlemen, Ofice qfflw. Secretary-General qfthe Government, Luanda, may 2, 1862.

.IN-conformity with what was stated to you in the despatches of the 7th, 14th, and 23rd of April last, I
am commanded by, his'.Excellency the Governor-General to return to you the ofilcial~ letter whieh you addressed

to him under date the 30th of that month. ‘
Lam likewise commanded to say to you that the despatches which you say will in future be addressedto

the Governor-Geheral by the-‘British Commissioner will also be returneda, inasmuch as his Excellency has alreadv
more than once categorically declared to you that he will not accept any correspondence from you, individually
or collectively, upon matters relating to the Traffic in Slaves, there being present a Consul of Her Britannia
Majesty, the only Agent of theBritish- Government accredited for this purpose, except in the cases prescribed in
the Portaria-of' the 14th February, 1854.

God preserve, 8w. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO.

 

No. 49.

Consul Sir H. Huntley to. Earl {Russellr-(Received July 10.) v

My "Lord, , . , ‘ Loanda, April 30, 1862. ‘

IN my-despateh of the 7th instant, I had .the honour of informing your
Lordship that -in’ consequence of the Governor-Geoeral of this Province having
persisted in answering to me, as Her Majesty‘s Consul, a letter addressed by Her
Majesty’s Commissioner and Arbitratdr V'ointly‘tohim, I had felt it to be my duty
to decliueto receive the lreply,.and there ore had returned it to the Secretary of
therGovernment, bywhom ithadbeen written underthe orders of his Excellency. »

2. Your Lordship being already informed upon my earlier proceedings With
regardtothisfl matter, I Will first observe that, in addition 'to thecircumstances of a.

ueryeimilar'case,,as quoted iumydespatch of the "7th instant, it appears to me
thetthepveslentinstance' is'much aggravated-by the faot’of the letter :addressed to
11131993" stated, being an'answerto ooe‘ ‘Writte‘n-b'y two other authorities, whose joint
letters had heretofore been received by the 'GovernorsGeueraLI off the .Jtime—certalinly
since the reCept'ion here of the Pertaxjia. of the 14th of February, 1854.
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3. I havenow the honour of presenting to your Lordship copies of the corre-.

spondence which "has ensued, togetherwith other papers, in the whole consmting of

eleven inclosures. V

4. Your Lordship will see that the arguments used bythe Gewernor—Genera-l in
support of withdrawing himself from corresponding With Her Majesty’s COmmiSv

sioner, under exceptions, are based upon two grounds, namely, international practice-

with regard to corresPondence, which points'out the chief Diplomatic authority

resent as the means’of communication; and secondly, the Treaty of the 3rd of

Julv, 1842, as restricting, Her Majesty’s Commissioner to operate, with other

merhbersof the Commission, in. cases actually befOre .the,Court,.anda]:so in his
capacity of member‘of the Board of Su‘perintendence. V

5. TheGovernor-General, therefore, denies Her' Majesty’s Commissioner any

right whatever to address the General. Government of the Provinceupon any public

question, separate from those Which are in progress intthose branches of the
serva'ce.

6. A questiOn, however, has arisenxuepon the meaning: of the Pertaria‘of the
14th of February, 18-54, in virtue of which it iszaderinitted. that the privilege of
addressing therGeneral Government is granted to- the Commander of the‘ British

naval forces on this coast, and also: to HervMajesty’sCo-mmissioner, “when-thev

urgency of the case bezsuch that the service would. sustain injury by proceeding

according to the established rules.”
7. The G0vernor-General defines: the “ urgency” to. consist in‘ the absence of

all British authority at Loanda invested With any class of diplomatic character;

and he says that “urgency” cannot occur, consequently, so. long, as there is a

British Consul here; and therefore, as “urgency ” cannotexist, .soneither can. the.
BritishNaval Commander, nor the British Commissioner, address the: General

Government, excepting as mentioned with regard. .to the latterauthority, from. the-
Court of the Commission or from the Board of- Superintendencei

8. The foregoing, my Lord, is the case of the Governor-General; and your
Lordship will see that “urgency ” is made, by it, to depend upon: the absence of a

certain class of officer, and not,» as I shall proCeed to show for: a time it has, upon

the nature of the event which shall have made an address .to the General Governul
ment a matter of impOrtance.

9. When by the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, the Mixed Commission was
instituted here, it was, of course, guided in its correspondence by the common rules
then in existence,- and the respective Commissioners addressed their own Govern-v
ments; a method of conveying intelligence then even more dilatory than at the
present time, and frequently causing much prejudice to the public service. '

10. In order, therefore, to remove this obstruction to beneficial results, an

application was made by the British Government to that of Portugal; this appli—
cation was ‘met by the publication of the Portaria of' the 14th, February, 1854, the
purport of which has been already stated in paragraph 6 of this despatch.
' 11. Conceiving the subject of this correspOndence. to involve a case of great
Importance, the final'decision upon which will determine an immense portion of the
useful powers of the British Commissioner, in' their relation tovthe suppression of
the Slave Trade, 1 proceed to exhibit, I think, strong reasons for concluding that
the'privilege of addressing the General Government of this province on afl‘airs
connected with the Slave Trade, was granted to the British Commissioner in a.
manner Wholly independent of the presence of any other British authority at
Loanda, and for the purpose of overruling- international practice With reference to
Cprrespondence, because it'was found to trammel the operations of the Commis-
snon mjuriously, in its'endeavours to execute, with alacrity and precision, the views
of England and Portugal with regard to the suppression of the Slave Trade.

. 12. Examining the archives of this Commission, I find a despatch, a COPY Of
which I inclose, dated December 16, 1850, and addressed to Lord Palmerston, then
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, by the late Sir George
Jackson, in Which is detailed the conversation that passed between him and the
then Governor-General, Senhor Adrifio Acacia da Silveira' Pinto, after having
discussed the case of the “ Veiga,” a vessel engaged in theSlave Trade.

~ 13. On perusing this despatch, your Lordship will, I think, be forcibly struck
Wlth the manifest courtesy and frank desire to meet the views of Sir George
Jeckson on the part of the said Governor-General; who, so far from objecting to
direct communication with the British Commissioner, hears him with readiness and
attention, replying to him in a tone indicative of a cheerful co-operation, and
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regretting that under existing forms these interviews can only be granted in
“ courtesy and condescendence ;” in the same manner, Senhor Pinto accepted
a despatch addressed to him by the naval officer commanding the British squadron
on this coast. Senhor Pinto expressed to Sir George Jackson at this meeting, that
“ he thought it very desirable, considering the intimate relations which existed
between Great Britain and Portugal, that such courtesy should be practical, espe-
Cially in such a case as that of the ‘ Veiga,’ ” a case, as your Lordship will see in the
despatch inclosed, which involved “ urgency.” ‘

14. Here then, my Lord, is the Governor-General, Senhor Pinto, directly
opposing his practice and opinion,’on precisely the same subject and precisely under
similar circumstances, to that of the Governor-General now presiding over this
province. The similarity of the past and present case is, my Lord, palpable: Sir
George Jackson, then British Commissioner, spoke of the slaver “ Veiga,”
Mr. Gabriel, now British Commissioner,~wrote of the slaver “ Sophia”—-—the cases
are equally flagrant. At the first period, Mr. Brand was Vice-Consul, and present
at. Loanda, and now I am here as Consul. But the conduct and feeling of the
respective Governors is utterly at variance.

15. Subsequently to this interview, and doubtlessly connected with it, the
British Government solicited from that of Portugal permission for the British Com-
missioner to address the General Government at Lpanda, and after some time the
Portaria, already often mentioned, was issued.

16. This Portaria, dated 14th February, 1854, must have reached this province
about the same time that Colonel Amaral assumed the administration of its Govern-
ment, as that distinguished officer relinquished his office in 1860, having held it six
years. Now, my Lord, in what sense was that Portaria received and understood
by Colonel Amaral ? Clearly it was admitted by him to convey to the British Com—
missioner the privilege to address the General Government of the Province directly,
because his letters and other communications there addressed, have been from that
time to the present period by that Government received and replied to; and this
view of the meaning of the Portaria was taken and adopted, although a British
Consul or Vice-Consul, the medium of international communications as a general
rule, was residing at Loanda at the time and afterwards.

1'7. The.privilege granted was to be used in cases of “ urgency.” By this word
“ urgency,” the absence of Consular authority never could have been meant; or if
it was, the Portaria meant something of which it spoke not one syllable. The
British Government undoubtedly applied for this pniviiege with a view of concen—
trating in its Commissioner the chief superintendehce over and exposition of its
intentions with reference to the Slave Trade, and to enable him readily to apply to
an amenable source for assistance to prevent the success of some suddenly devised
criminality, which, under the previous process of waiting the reply of the Home
Government, would infallibly have completed its object. If, my Lord, it is asked,
could not the Consul do all this? 1 think the simple answer is, that that officer has
other duties of importance to overlook, independently of the anomaly of making
two separate Departments embrace one subject. The entire attention of the British
Commissioner can be given to the one object, and unquestionably Angola promises
to demand his watchfulness. ' _

18. Your Lordship 'will observe that. the Governor-General, when reminded of
of the fact that for a long period, and in virtue of the Portaria of the 14th February,
1854, the letters addressed to the General Government by the British Commissioner
have uniformly been received, declares that course to been “ abusive practice.”
Colonel Amaral was not an officer liable to fall into an “abusive practice;” and
the Governor-Greneral, Senhor Pinto, regretted that, he could only concede that
“ abusive practice ” by “ courtesy and condescendence,” for in his time the Portaria
was not in existence; But the inexplicable part is, as it appears to me, my Lord,
how it happens that during six or seven years the Government of Portugal tolerated
the existence of an “ abusive practice,” which every mail must have proved to have
been in the fullest vigour. It is hardly worth noticing, but somewhat in unison
with the ease displayed by the Governor-General in describing the practice of his
predecessors, is the manner in which he remarks, with similar facility, upon the
despatches which the subject ’of correspondence has caused, and which are now laid
before your Lordship—to gain an apparent advantage, paragraphs have their
sentences dislocated, and, treated as if they had no connection.

19. I will, my Lord, in conclusion, observe, that in proportion as the well-
known latent feeling of this province in favour of the Slave Trade has began to
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unfold itself Under the plausible colouring of free emigration, so, concurrently with
its advance, unexpected and vigorous efforts have been made to retract the useful
privilegeso long‘enjoyed by the British Commissioner, of corresponding with the
General-Govermnent; as if ‘the-object was to reduce his action to the most harmless
limit, and render his vigilance of little avail. No officer upheld the rights and
dignity of his nation with more energy and judgment than did the late Governor-
Generai,‘Coionel Amara] ; under his administration of the affairs of this province,
the Slave Trade, neither real nor under the specious dress of voluntary emigration,
could show itself within the boundary of his rule. Colonel Amaral did not feel it a.
degradation to admit the now contested privilege of correspondence: the contrast
is manifest; and perhaps Ivmay'be allowed to ask, are the inferences of a pleasing
orr'com‘mendable aspect?

I have, 810. '
(Signed) H V HUNTLEY.
 

Inelosure 1 in No. 49.

He Secretmy-General to the Government qungala to Comml Sir H. Huntley.
(TranSlation,) ,
Sir, Luanda, April 6, 1862.

YOUR despatch of the ‘4th instanthas been received and submitted to his Excellency the GovernorsGeneral,
and his Excellency desires me to reply as=follows :——

'2. It is true, as you observe iiilyour first’proposition of:your letter, that the'Portaria of the 14th of February,
1854, gives the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission, as well as the Commander of the English
squadron, the right to correspond With the Governor—General of this province in matters of Slave Trade (“ 'Escrava-
tura"); but this only when the “ urgency be such that the service would be prejudiced by proceeding according to
the established ruies," which you will see ’in the copy of the Portaria that was given to you.

3. Now such a case will never occur so long as there maybe here a Consul, or other Agent of Her
Britannic Majesty, accredited to this General Government; and, therefore, the British Commissioner and
Arbitrator were not competent to address the Governor-General, as they did, by their letter of the 24th of
March last, because the said Pottaria does not ,gii‘ve that power to the British; Arbitrator in the Mixed Com-
mission, nor could his Excellency the Governor-General, if he Wished to answer, do so but by addressing you
as British Consul. , ,.

4. If 'you reflect a little more upon the subject of the second proposition contained in your letter, you
wiil find that everywhere, in the absence of Diplomatic Agents, the Consuls exercise, more or less the
functions of those Agents; and, therefore, it is With you that the Governor-General of the province has to
gait upon matters of'Sleve Trade, excepting under the circumstances mentioned in the Portaria of the 14th of
e ruar .

5. in, regard. to the third proposition, it is apparent that you have been 'led into error by the person who
translated the said Portaria; there,.nothing is said of correspondence from the Governor-Generai to the
Commander of the'Naval forCes and British Commissioner, but of their correspondence with the'General Govern-
ment; therefore the argument 'of “ urgency ” indicated by the 'Portaria is unduly applied; to the letter addressed
to you: that argument is, on the contrary, only applicable to that letter whiéh the British Commissioners
addressed to his Excellency.

6(Finaily, with reference to the fourth proposition, his Excellency desires me to say that according to
the communication addressed to the Vice-Consul here, Mr. Brand, on the 19th of 'May, 1854, Earl Clarendon
referring to the past says that he concurred in the opinion of Sir George Jackson, that Mr. Brand should
have declined to receive Governor Graea’s despateh, and‘should have caused it to 'have been forWarded to
(“,a caminhar”) the British Commissioner; but that in regard to the futilre, Mr. Brand was desired to send
the letters or despatches which he mightxreceive upon matters of Slave Trade, to the British Commissioner, who
was then Sir G‘eorgeJaokson. ‘ . ,

7. Therefore his Excellency Wishes ‘me to tell you that he cannot avoid remarking, that upon receiving
the Govemor-General’s despateh you should have decided to act in accordance with, the opiniou'as to the past,
and not with the order given with regard to the future; and that you should have preferred to return the letter,
rather than to receive and remit it to the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission.

8. His Exceileney remains certain of the feelings you express in the end of your 'ietter, as they apply
respectiveiy to himself, and the high office which he holds; 'he appreciates and reciprocates them.

9. In conclusion, his Excellency desires me to say, that as you have felt it right to decline letters ‘which the
Governor-General may address (to ,you upon the Slave Trade, he likewise determines not to receive those which
the British Commissioner and Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission may address to him, excepting under the
circumstances expressed in the Pottaria of the 14th of February, 1854. He has already made it ‘known to the
Commissioner and Arbitrator, and now communicates it .to you.,

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO ‘

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 49.

> Consul Sir £2ng to the Smawamml tovthe Government of Angola.

Sir, ' Luanda, April 10, 1-862.
> . I HAVE the'honour to acknowiedge the receipt‘of your letter offithe 6th‘ins'tant, which, with '9. translation

0}- it. was returnedyesterdayaftemoon to me. 7 . V
V 2. It was not at 511mg desire to have 'e‘iilarged this correspondence, nor should Ihave prolonged it now, .

haflhot some observations, ,eDn-Veyed'b reflex- of. hits Excéiieney the Govern’or-‘Ge’nerai, it; your letter,'rendete§i'

a'brief notice of them necessary; ,and { feel' that the fraiik objections ‘taken‘hy his 'Excéliency'to three out 56f
CLASS A.
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the four propositions displayed in my letter of the 4th instant Will ensure a liberal reception to my present

remarks.
3. It appears that my first proposition is admitted by his Excellency; . and I accept. the reading of the

Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, as stated in your letter of the 6th instant, that it is only when by the

“ urgency ” of the case the service would suffer by following the established rules, that the Bl‘ltlsh Naval Com—

mander and the British Commissioner have a right to address the Governor-General on' matters connected Wlth

the Slave Trade. But his Excellency proceeds to say, that “ such a case will never occur so long-as there may

be here a Consul, or other Agent accredited to the General Government, and therefore the British Commis-

sioner and Arbitrator were not the competent persons to address the Governor-General as they did by their letter

of the 24th of March last,” 8:0. I believe the translation of your lettei‘ of the 6th, as I have it, is correct;

and if so the presence of the Consul would be made to regulate the nature of events. The» ability .to apply to a,

Consul, it is needless to say, could not affect the “urgency ” of the event whlch dictated the apiihcation. The

word “ urgency ” in the Portaria applies to the event; one might take piace necessarily at any tune, and would

be as pressing in his presence as in his absence. I merely notice this, hecause your letter founds an argument

upon the “urgency,” as connected with the presence of the Consul, to deny then the competency of: the British

Commissioner and Arbitrator to address the Governor-General, even in cases of “urgency," on Slave Trade

matters.
4. I would, however, ask leave to call your attention to this fact, namely, that throughout the letters

addressed by his Excellency’s orders, either, to the British Commissipner or myself, the “urgency? of the

present case has been prominently and most justly asserted. The Portaria gives the British Cominissmner, in

cases of “urgency,” the right to address the Governor-General on Slave Trade matters. . “ Urgency ” is declared

to exist in this case by the letters written‘ by orders from his Excellency; “ urgency” is the exact element that

legalizes the address of the British Commissioner. Is not, then, the present action of his Excellency at variance

with his. constant admission of the existence of “ urgency P" With regard to the fact of Her Majesty’s Arbitrator

having signed the letter of the 24th of March last, in conjunction with Her Majesty’s Commissioner, I have

onlv to observe that that was done in unison with the practice which has prevailed in the British portion of

this Commission since its institution twenty years ago, under many different Governors-General, and no notice

having been given of any intention to object to its continuance, up to the 7th instant there was no reason to

suppose that exception would be taken to it. , ‘

5. Upon my second proposition his Excellency observes that, in the absence of Diplomatic Agents, the

Consuls exercise, more or less, their functions; and his Excellency says, therefore, it is with the Consul here

that his Excellency has to treat, “ excepting under circumstances mentioned in the Portaria of the 14th February,
1854,” a most important and conclusive admission.

6. I think I am entitled to complain a little that this proposition has not been Wholly considered. It
appears to me that my concluding words, “ in the presence of the pommissioner,” have been overlooked.

Undoubtedly the Consuls of England are always the medium of communication between the Government autho-
rities of the nation in which the Consulate is placed and the British Government, Where there is no superior
Diplomatic Agent, 1101‘ Court of Mixed Commission established there; and it is because there is no Court of
Mixed Commission established there, that the Consul becomes the channel of Slave Trade, as of other official
communications arising in his Consulate. Consuls, indeed, are enjoined to watch over and report upon all matters
having a Slave Trade tendency, when there is no Mixed Commission Court in their districts; but where such
Court exists the Consul is completely a secondary instrument in afl'airs of the Slave Trade.

7. With reference to my third proposition, no argument was intended: it contains a simple expression of a
Belief that, had the answer to the joint letter of the Commissioners being addressed to them instead of to the
Consul (as from the “urgency” of the case I think it should have beeri, it being one purely connected with
Slave Trade communications),‘the case itself would have received no injury.

8. Regarding the observations of his Excellency upon the fourth proposition of my letter of the 4th instant,
it is remarked that I have decided to act upon the past rather than to adopt the order for future proceeding in
similar cases; and that I returned the lettervof the 27th of March last, in preference to receiving and remitting
it to the British Commissioner. In the terminating paragraph of my letter of the 4th instant, I distinctly state
that to “complete my obedience to the orders contained in the Earl of“ Clarendon’s despatch,” I had only to
decline and return the letter of the 27th of March to your hands. I supposed when I wrote the word “ complete,”
in the instance cited above, that it would instantly have been inferred that every direction contained in Lord
Clarendon’s despatch had been executed, otherwise something more than declining the letter would have remained
to be done. However, the clear meaning of that passage having escaped his Excellency’s notice, probably by its going'
through translation, I avail myself of this occasion to say, that on the 1st instant I received your letter of the 27th
hIarch; about noon on the 2nd instant it was communicated to the British Commissioner, who read and returned
it to me. The British Commissioner was at liberty to take such steps as he thought most suitable. In the English
acceptation, “ communication ” does not imply necessity of acceptance—the receiver is free to act as he pleases with
the communication; and the letter being returned to me, I found myself at liberty to act as in my belief would
meet the approval of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Afl'airs. ,

9. Repeating the assurance of the sincere respect which I entertain for his Excellency the Governor-General,.
I have, 8m.

(Signed) H. V.’ HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 49.

The Secretary- General to the Government qungola to Consul Sir H. Huntley.
(Translation.)
Sir, Loamla, April 14, 1862.

THE despatch which you addressed to me under date of the 10th instant was presented to the Governor-
General, and his Excellency, having duly considered it, orders me to reply as follows :—

2. His Excellency thinks it unnecessary and useless to say more upon the interpretation of the words of the
Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, because he has already said suffieient, and its terms are clear. You are
free to understand it as may appear best to you.

'3. With regard to the manner in which Her Britannic Majesty’s Government may consider its functionafies
in this provinee, and the relative position which they may occupy one with the other according to the orders of that
??griiment, it is a matter exclusively belonging to it, with which his Excellency neither can nor ought to wish to
m e ere.
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4. You say that the “ Consuls of England are always the means of communication between the authorities of

the nation in which the Consulate is situated and the British Government, where there is no superior Diplomatic
Agent,” and thus you concur in the opinion of his Excellency, conveyed to you in my despatch of the 6th instant;
and, according to this principle, his Excellency has every reason to say that it is with you that this General '

Government has to treat upon Slave Trade affairs, excepting only those which relate to the Tribunal of Mixed

Commission and the Board of Superintendence. , '
5. But you add, that When there is a Mixed Commission within the district of a Consulate, the Consul is

completely a secondary instrument in afi'airs of the Slave Trade. New this is a proposition which his Excellency
cannot accept, because it has not the slightest foundation.

6. What the Mixed Commissions are, and the mission which they have to execute, is clearly determined in

the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, and in Annex B ; and the functions of the British Commissioner and Arbitrator

in those Commissions are pointed out in the said Treaty and Annex, also in’Annex C. »
7. The Mixed Commissions decide upon the legality of the detention of ships made by the eruizers in

conformity with the Treaty, and they adj udge all questions which may arise out of the capture and detention
of such ships (Article III, Annex B).

, 8. The Commissioner and Arbitrator are Judges of these Tribunals, and adjudge all oauses'which may be
submitted to them. They are members of the Board of Superintendence, whose mission it is to watch over the
'negroes emancipated in virtue of the said Treaty, in order that they may receive permanent good treatment, full
and complete liberty (Articles I and III, Annex C), and nothing more.' ,

9. There is not in any of the Articles of the Treaty nor its Annexes one single word from which it can be
sustained that the said functionaries have any other functions but those which have been just mentioned, and 'much
less that they should be superior to the Consular Agents, and ought to discharge a connection with the General
Governments, the functions of Diplomatic Agents in matters of the Slave Trade.

’ 10. Now the Treaty is the organic Law which regulates the Mixed Commissions and Boards of Super-
intendence, and the rule which ought to guide its members and the superior authorities of the country where they
are established. No part of this Law has been revoked. v

11. At the solicitation of the British Government the Portuguese Government conceded the privilege contained
in the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, within the expressed limits there established; that is, “ when it may
not be possible, without inconvenience, to wait a solution through the established means,” and these means are, the
Diplomatic Agents, in their absence, the Consulates, and in the absence of both, the English Legation near the
Government of Portugal.

12. In view, therefore, of this, your proposition to which I have referred is, as stated, without the slightest
foundation. It is alone in the absence of a Diplomatic Agent or Consul, and when there may be any incon-
venience in waiting a solution by reference to the Portuguese Government, that the British Commissioner and
Arbitrator can use the privilege conceded to them by the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854. '

13. His Excellency, therefore, would fail to execute the law, and the orders of his Government, and would
depart from the established forms, if he should treat, upon Slave Trade or other matters, with any but the British
Agent who is accredited to this General Government. > , ~

14. He therefore commands me to say to you, ale nova, for your information, that all despatches upon the
said subject which the British Commissioner and Arbitrator, as well as the Commander of the squadron, may
address to him, will be retumed, except in legal cases, and that the responsibility of any inconvenience which may
arise from this will rest with Her Britannic Majesty’s Agents who may refuse to proceed according to the general
rules established for international relations, and in accordance with the special arrangements entered into between
Portugal and Great Britain. ‘

15. His Excellency is ready to do everything that may he in his power, either by himself or in co-operation
with Her Britannie Majesty’s Agents, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, because he has true zeal 'in this
as in everything else regarding the duties of his oflice. Whenever, therefore, they may deem it expedient to bring
anything to his knowledge, or to solicit his co-operation, they have nothing to, do but to address him through the
proper channel, that his Excellency may take all into consideration, which he cannot do when they proceed in a
different manner. , ‘ ,

16. The Governor-General thinks it unnecessary to say more to you in reply to your despatch, except that
what has been stated are, in his opinion, the true principles ; that he thinks he ought not to withdraw from them,
and that he will not do so; and that it would be superfluous further to discuss these subjects, which Will be duly
settled by the respective Governments.

17. 'His Excellency most sincerely reciprocates the sentiments of which you assure him, and feels that you
entertain them towards him. t

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO.

 

Inclosure 4 in. No. 49;

0mm! Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary General to the Government qungola.

Sir, Luanda, April 17, 1862.
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of the letter sent by order of his Excellency the Governor—General dated

the 14th instant, and in reply to express my entire acquiescence in the opinion that the question contained in the
correspondence to which this letter relates should now terminate here, and be referred for the consideration of the
respective Governments; and I therefore abstain from all remark upon the conclusion at whichhis Excellency has
arrived with reference to my views being “without fonndatiou,”lfarther than to observe that those views have yet
to pass an ordeal which may reverse the judgment prematurely pronounced. I h & _

" ave, c.
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosute-5 in No.49; ' .

The Secretary]-General to theGouemmant ofAngola to Consul Sir H. Huntley.

' ' . Luanda, Age: ‘7, 1862;w .
BY order of his Excellency the Governor-General I remit to: you the copy ofHaidespateh eh is this day

fidressed .to. the British. Commissioner and Arbitrator in the MixedCommissieu, in} order that you ,maytake

V(Tranflation.)
Sir ;

“Enhance of its contents, and particularly of the solemn protest which his- Excellency‘has made in it.

J
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2. His Excellency. at the same time, commands me to say that he} makes the same protest before you, as the
Consul and accredited Representative of Her Britannic Majesty near this General Government.

3‘. His Excellency the Governor-General hopes that you will not fail to report to your Government his
proceedings in making this protest; with a view of causing to be duly observed the Treaties and dignity of his
nation.

God preserve, 8w. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO.

 

Inclosure 6 in No;,49.

The Secretary General to the Government qungola to Her Majesty} Commissioners.

(Tianslation) -
Gentlemen, Loamla, Apm'l.‘7, 1862.

HIS EXcellency the Governor-General of the Province has receivetl your despatch-of the 5th instant, anti
examined its contents. » '

You not being competent to address the General Government of Angola upon the matters to which that
despatch relates, as his Excellency observed in a letter addressed to you the same day (the 5th), he might abstain

from taking it into consideration or replying to it in any manner whatever.

As, however, the subject of this despatch is of the greatest moment, and Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul
feels that he cannot receive despatches from the General Goyernment relating to this subject, the Governor-

General is of opinion that the prescribed Forms ought to be dispensed with this time, and orders that in reply to the
above-mentioned despatch I say to you as follows :~

His Excellency is convinced that the Government of Her Britannia Majesty labours under an error if it thinks
that from any other part of the coast under Portuguese rule, excepting the port of Luanda, negroes have gone to
St. Thomas. The Government of this province'prohibited all its .subaltern authorities from granting passports for
St. Thomas. It is certain that its orders have been obeyed; and it is not aware that in an illicit way any one has

left this rovince for St. Thomas.
Thgi'efore, whatever representations in this respect may have been ad‘dressed to the. British Government, they

are without foundation, and their authors, whoever they may be, are desirous of deceiving that Government.

Whh respect to, the negroes embarked at Loanda. for the Island of t. Thomas, they have been embarked
in perfect conformity with the law, each one of them being'provided witha passport signed by the Governor;-
General, granted after the observance of the most rigorous formalities;

They are Portuguese subjects who are moving legally from this Portnguese province to another neighbouring
province, also Portuguese, and the dispositions'of 'the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, in, all their rigour, are
observed in respect to them, not more than 10 slaves going in each vessel; indeed, this rigour is even carried
beyond that prescribed in the Treaty, because it is there stipulated that each settler cannot take more than 10
slaves in the same ship; and at present, whatever may be the number of settlers, not more than 10 slaves are
allowed to go, and the libertos‘to which the Decree of the 14th of Decex‘nber, 1854, alludes are, in this point’of
view, put on a footing with slaves, although they are free people.

Thus, also, any reports which may have been made in this respect tl’ Her Britannia Majesty’s Government
are unfounded, and intended to illude that Government.

His Excellency, therefore, has not to render you any co-operation in putting an end to a practice perfectly
legal, such as that which has taken place from Loanda to St. Thomas, an emigration which is carried on under the
inspection of the Portuguese authorities, the only authority which has to take cognizance of the matter.

As regards the patacho “ Libertade,” his Excellency orders it to he said to you thatshe is about to sail for
St. Thomas, and that all the prescribed formalities will be observed; that all the passengers will have perfectly
legal paSsports, his Excellency having already given them to 52 free Porthguese, and 10 slaves, and that beyond
the passengers who may take passports, she will only have on board her crew as specified in the muster-roll, that
is to say, this vessel will sail in perfect harmony with the law, as they all do,» because the authorities discharge
their dut .

With reference to the instructions which you say have been receiveyi, and which will be given to the com-
manders of the crfiizers in order rigorously to examine and inquire on board the packets and other vessels which

trahsport those negroes hence to St. Thomas, “ if they are in that state of entire and perfect freedom which may
justify their removal; and in the event of their not being so, to detain the ships and bring them before the Mixed
Commission,” and referring also to your observation, that the impediments which may therefore alzise to licit
commerce must be imputed to those who are employed in the forcible conveyance of these negroes to St. Thomas,
iand not to the proceedings of Her Britannia Majesty’s oflicers, his Excellency orders me to reply to you as
ollows :—- '

The Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, neither in letter nor spirit, authorizes the English cruizers to inquire on
board the Portuguese ships which they may examine, except as to whether they couvey slaves 01' present indications
or preparation to engage in the Traffic, and it is only when they convey slaves, or when they present any indica-
tions that they are about to receive slaves, that these cruizers .can capture pr detain them.

The ships 'which convey-passengers from Loanda; to St. Thomas do not carry slaves (except those allowedby
law), nan do they present any fittings or preparations for, receiving. them; therefore they cannot be detained or
ca ture '.
P The English cmizers have not the-least right toask any one of these passengers Who.is .in a free condition,”

shown by the passport which he takes, whether he goes or not by his own will; there is not in the Treaties
agdPConverlitions a siifigle word which authorizes any interpretation to the contrary, and the dignity and independence
0 brtuga rejects t m.

. These cruizers, on finding all the negro passengers with legal passports, and the negroes who are said to be
sailors duly entered on the ship‘s muster-roll, cannot, without offending the Portuguese nation, as a free and
indepetlildent elation, rFallze any further examination or inquiry whatever, except as to the number of passengers who
0 in t e con ition o s aves.’

g His Excellency, therefore, solemnly protests against the alleged pretension' of a fighter: the part of the
English cruizers to inquire into any matter beyond that clearly specified in the preceding paragraphs. He solemnly
protests against any proceeding which may take place on board Portuguese ships in virtue of such pretensions,
and he likewise protestsagainst the detention or capture'of-any Portuguese. ship under this pretext. And the
impediment which may thereby result to licit commerce can never- h‘e imputed to those who undevtake the emigration
from Luanda to St. Thomasvwith all the prescribed femalities, and under the protection of the authority and of
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the law; but to the cruizers who xhay abuse force, trahlple on right, and insult the Portuguese flag. and nation; in

virtue of a pretension which IS neither admissible nor Justlfiable.
His Excellency, however, hopes that stich proceedings will not take place, htacause'h‘e cannot hel‘ie‘ve-that the

oflicers of Her Britannia Majestywould WlSh that the world should witness such strange excesses and abuses
pactised on this coast by the English naval forces towards Portugal, because she is a small nation, and compare

them with the condescension and forbearance shown for so many years towards France hecau’seshe isa great
nation, she having exported from the Zan-e tens of thousands of negroes purchased from the natives,- without England
raising the slightest difficulty; negroes, tnoreover, who were not, like those who go from'here to St. Thomas,
French subjects proceeding from one provmce to another of the same nation.

In conclusion, you say it is your duty to request his Excellency’s attention *to the serious responsibilitywhieh
he- will incur it' it should he proved that the negroes nowheing embarked for St; Thomas have been 5introduced

there in violation of the Treaty stipulations between Portugal and Great Britain.
His Excellency views it as remarkable that the British Commissioner and‘ Arbitrator should ‘consider’it mb‘e

theirduty to remind him of his responsibility as the delegate of the Portuguese Government in this Colony, because
it is, indeed, remarkable; and, coasequently, he only orders me to say to you that it was ‘not‘necessary for on to
give yourselves the trouble of reminding him.of the discharge of his duties; because he knows them, as he how's
also the responsibility which attaches to him If he does not fulfil them; he will anewerv'for his acts-hefdre‘his '0an
Government and country. _ ' '

Finally, I am commanded to say to you that his Excellency Will not in future receive any despatches from
on collectively or individually, except upon matters relating to the Mixed Commission or Board of Superintendence,

Which are those appertaining to you, or upon the Slave Trade in those cases laid down in the Portaria ot‘ the
14th of February, 1854, which. on the 7th of August of that year, was communicated to the British Commissioner,
that is, “ when the urgency of the case may be such that it cannot, without inconvenience, wait a solution through

the established course,” a case which can never occur whilst there is here a Consul of Her Britannia Majesty. Any
despatches which you may address to the Governor—General, except on those matters, and under those circumstances,

will be returned.
God preserve, 8w. (Signed) JOSE BARBOZVA LEAD. ,

 

lnclosure 7 'in No. .49.

Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary- General to the, Government QfAngolm

Sir, Luanda; April 14-, 1%24
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 7th instant, written by directiOn of his

Excellency the Governor-General, accompanied by the copy of another, which his Excellency had. desired to be
sent to Her Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner and Arbitrator respectively, for their informationion .certain
pints.

P 2'. His Excellency has also called my attention, as Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul, to the, solemn protest
contained in that copy; and further hopes that I shall not fail to report the circumstances which have caused
this correspondence, as well as the protest, to the Government of Her Britannia Majesty.

3. His Excellency may he assured that my best abilities will be usedtouplace the case before He]: Majesty's
Government with the utmost impartiality.

4. Since the reception of your letter of the 7th instant; with the view ‘of gaining every possible information
that might tend to elucidate and adjust differences which have lately arisen on the subject. of correspondence
between the authorities of His Most Faithful Majesty, and those of' Her Britannic Majesty at Luanda, I have
engaged myself in research, the result of which I beg to place before his Excellency, as it will assist, I think, in
the exposition of the question, namely, “ what were the ‘ established rules,’ of the .Court of Mixed Commission
here, where the circumstances occurred which induced the application for the privilege granted by the Portaria,
dated February 14, 1854 ff" These “ established rules ” have been referred to by: his Excellency, but no definition
of them has as yet been attempted. I therefore proceed to show—»

1st. That the Court of Mixed Commission here was instituted July 3, 1842, by Treaty between Portugal
and England, each nation supplying a Commissioner and Arbitrator, the Court having power to take cognizance
of matters connected with the Slave Trade. ‘

2ndly. ‘This Court necessarily established its rules, and proceeded to practise its functions. ,
3rdly. One rule of this Court was that the Commissioners should addresstheir .despatches to, and communie

cate with, their respective Governments.
5. So far then we have an established rule on the question of address and communication.
6. I will now notice that the first Consular appointment from England'to ,Loanda was that of Mr. Brand,

December 27, 1844; but Mr. Brand did not arrive till the 23rd of April, 1845 ; and then in consequence of
delay in the receipt of the exequatur, Mr. Brand did not assume his official duties tillJanuax-y 19, 1846 ; therefore
three years and-a-half having elapsed between the institution of the Court of Mixed Commission and the
recognition of a Consular authority at Loanda, makes it clear that that authority was, not included in forming -
the established rules of the Court upon the question of address and communication.

7. Subsequently it appears to have been felt that events might occur, rendering it very desirable that the
British Commissioner should have the right to address the local ahthorities at Loanda. V

Application for this privilege was accordingly made to the Government of Portugal, and in consequence His
Most Faithful Majesty issued a Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, granting, permission notionly toth'e
British Commissioner, but also to the British. NavalOflicer commanding Her Majestyis‘squadron upon this station.
to address the local authorities on matters connected with the Slave Trade, when the “ urgency” might be such
as to cause injury to the service by adhering to the “established rules ;” or, in other words, would by ,the practice
of following the “ established rule ” of addressing the Home Government, and waiting a reply, sustain injury,

8. Now I think it Would be puerile to argue that bythe term “established rulés,.." hsed in the Pertaria of
the 14th February, 1854, any other than those of.the Mixed Commission Court could have been contemplated
by that Portaria; and reasonable as this seems to be, the British Commissioner‘ Would then have the undoubted
right to address his Excellency the Governor-General of the province upon the subject of slavery when the
“ urgency ’f of the-case was evident. '

9. But his Excellency observes that the case contemplated by the Portaria» “ will never occur so long as
there may be here a Consul, on other. Agent accredited «to .the Government! I confess myself at a lossto see
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how the presence of the Consul can in any manner influence the case; but if it is meant that the existence of
“urgency” places the case under the consideration of the Provincial Government and the British Consul th
course adopted by his Excellency in the present instance, then I say that it becomes a mere change from, the
“established rules” of one institution to the established rules of another, and that by adhering to either the
Portari‘a falls ignored; for that document, as described, speaks only of departure from “ established rules ” and
that departure is comprehended in the act of the Commissioner addressing the Governor-General a power, taken
from him. though vested in him by the Portaria, if the Consul in such cases is made the sole organ Of’communication

10. I beg leave, in conclusion, to express my conviction that the British Commissioner has, by virtue of th'
Portaria cited, an undoubted right to address the Govemor—General of this province on Slave Trade affairs whee
the urgency of the case would render it injurious to follow the “ establislhed rules,” whether there is or is not 12
Consul here from England; and, therefore, I respectfully ofl'er it‘ as my opinion, that the British Conmniissionea
had full right to address to his Excellency the Governor-General the letter of the 24th of March last and thal;
the British Commissioner was justified in supposing that it'would have hhen received, and replied to in ahcordanc
with the practice which has prevailed here since the 14th February, 18514. ' e

11. I avail myself of this occasion to'explain that with reference to the custom of Her ' ’ - . ‘
afixing his signature to letters addressed by the British Commissioner to the Governor-Geliliziizilsqits igrggfigtf’r

obedience to the orders of the Secretary of State, to whom both are subordinate, and of course anyhb'ection m (in
to the practice will be duly reported. ‘ J a e

I have, &c.

(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY.

 

Inclosure 8 in N0. 49.

The Secretam- General to the Government qungola tt‘) Consul Sir H. Huntley.
(Translation.)

Sir: . . Luanda, April 19. 1862.
YOUR. despatch of the 14th instant has been laid before the Gq-vemor-Genernl of the province and his

Excellency commands me to reply to you as follows. i

2. His Excellency is certain that you will, as you assure him, bring to the knowledge of Her Britannia
'Majesty’s Government, with the impartiality which characterizes you, the protest which he made before the British
Commissioner and Arbitrator, and beforel yin. fi‘ ‘

3. With respect to the arguments w ic you 0 er upon the form 0" corres ondence to be v
the British Agents and the General Government of this province, it iappearspto his Excellerifiyefhsti ifitwg
suficiently and very clearly answered in the despatches which he has connmahded me to address to you y

4. He, therefore, thinks he ought to limit himself to saying that the Court of Mixed Commission even 'f
”it could address the General Government upon matters not relating to the cases of captured vessels subxhitted t1
it (which it cannot), could only do so as a Tribunal, that is, with the signature of the Portuguese and British
members; that if the British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission could, as you afl‘irm, address himself
Voflicially in that character to the Government of the province on matters relating to the Slave Trade the British
Government would not have solicited, some time urgently, as it did, until it succeeded, the faculty which for that
purpose was ponceded by the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, and that, therefore the Tribunal 0f
Mixed Commissions cannot by any means he considered as constituting that which the said Potharia calls “ e t
blished course.” (1 h f h h . s a-

5. In In last espate to you 0 t e 14t instant, his Excellenc elearl defined what '

means, aswgll as the functions of the Mixed Commission and of it); lnemhrexs, and he firhlley ?;liSreZStfdjlihhed
principle: which ghe1reasons. and irgfiments I(Iifi'ered by you in no degree ‘destroy: se

6. s at s t e ractice w ic on a e e, even rantin that it ma have existed hi '

in his duty fie shouldpsanction abusitZa practiges. g g l y , S Excellency would fall

‘ 7'.- I am,‘therefore, communded to sa to you once more that it is alone with on, 3

Britain, that the General Government of 3this province can correspdnd, and will chrespznilheuE:dlsgla:: 'lqrredlt
matters, and that it will only accept the correspondence of the British Commissioner, and of ’the Commande a 2'
the Naval Station, in the cases pointed out in the Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854 which can on] 0}” 0
when there may he no acc‘reditetli Agent of Her Britannic Majesty here. , y cent

8. In conclusion, his Excel ency commands me also to acknowled e the recei t of on
instant, and to say to you that he is duly acquainted with its conteng, and is gigsured tli'atietsllgctlhrglingl; 1:3)
discussion which has been raised upon the form of correspondence. ‘ s e "

God preserve, &c. . (Signed) JOSE BARBOZA LEAO.

 

Inclosure 9 in No. 49.

Consul Sir H. Huntley to the Secretary- General to the Govm'nment qungola.

Sir, . Luanda A 'l 2. , 2 1 .
p I HAVE to aeknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, the translation of wliiiZh camesffme
only yesterday evening.

2. Afiet that my letter of the 17th had been received, in which I stated an ac uiescence 'th th '
his Excellency,” expressed in your letter of the 14th instant, with reference 3:) agiy farther d‘ihcussisnvdgwhhg
questlen to which this letter relates, I Was not prepared to expect that my letter also of the 14th would hate
been discussed as “has been by your lettervof the 19th instant, now before me, more especially as to letter of
the '17th a:lmdeddeomment upon yours of the 14th instant. y

y 3. I s all 3. here still to what I consider to be an agreement to suspend further discussion ’ '. . . . . . . . though I feel It
imperative to disclaim any admission of the validit of the ar ments ta' d ' ,19th instants. y g‘u, con me myour letters of the 14th and

_ I have, 8w.
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY.
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Inclosure 10 in No. 49.

Portaria.

(Translation) Navy and Colonial Department, Section qfthe Colonies, No. 2,996..

HIS Majesty the King Regent, in the name of the King, ordains that through the Nayy and Qolomal

Department, it shall be transmitted to the Governor- General of the Province of Angola, for his ihformation and

the due purposes, that the British Minister at this Court having, in addition to the notes at hispredecessors,

solicited the privilege for the Commander of the British Naval Station, and British Commissloner 1n the Mixed

Commission Court at Loanda; to correspond freely with the said. Governor-General in matters of Slave Trade;

that privilege has been granted for them to use it only in the matters referred to, and when the urgency 9f the case

be such that it may not await a decision through the established course Without injury to the servme. This

having been made known to the Minister for Foreign Affairs for due purposes.

Palace, February 14, 1854.
,

' (Signed) VISCOUNT ATHOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 11 in N0. 49.

Her M'ajhstg’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.

My Lord, Luanda, December 16, 1850.
A MEETING of the Board of Superintendence having taken place this day, I took the opportunity to

ask the Governor whether, and What progress had been made by the “ Delegado ” in the matter of the “ Veiga.”
2. His Excellency replied that as yet he had received no report on the subject, and on'my expressing a

hope that he would enable me to report to my Government whetever might be the result of that officer's
proceedings, he said that he should‘have much satisfaction in doing so, as a matter of “ courtesy and condescen-
dance ;” that in this sense he had replied to a letter he had received from Commodore Fanshawe, and that he
thought it very desirable, considering the intimate relations which existed between Great Britain'and Portugal,
that such courtesy should be practised, and more especially in such a case as that of the “ Veiga ;” that he had
consequently used the utmost frankness and good faith (“ loyauté ”) towards both of us, but that he could recognise
in neither a right to address him on such matters ; that his instructions are, as regards the Commodore, to receive
from him any communications respecting the existence of barraco‘ons, and to concert with him with a view to their
destruction; and as respects myself, to recognize me as British Commissioner in the Mixed Commission, and to
treat me accordingly, but that I had no authority to make to the Governor-General of this province, nor had he
to receive fi'om me, any communication individually.

3. Having repeated this very emphatically, and that it was necessary we should understand each other on this-
head, his Excellency proceeded to tell me, under this reserve, that not having received any answer from the‘
“ Delegado,” to whom all the papers had been transmitted, at latest on the 6th instant, he had written a. second

despatch recommending to him the strictest zeal and attention in this matter; and that he was willing to argue
favourably from the delay. v

4. At the same time his Excellency spoke doubtingly of the identity of the “ Vega,” and of possibility of"
rovin it.

P 5? I told the Governor, in reply, that I could not, of course, know what were his. instructions, nor did it
become me to enter into the question which he had raised; but that I did not for my part consider my duties to
be confined to the Mixed Court, but that it was incumbent upon me to watch over and report upon all Slave
Trade transactions; that it was under the conception of my duty that I had addressed myself to him, and that
he had himself recognized the propriety of my doing. so.

6. He said my first visit had been extremely opportune; that at that very moment his mind was anxiously
intent upon what had occurred, and that in his conversation with me he had been really glad of an opportunity of
giving vent to his feelings.

7. This. he gave me to understand, had caused him to discard all reserve, and that having done so of his
own accord, he should of course be still ready ever to act in the same manner, should he receive instructions to
that effect from home.

8. I then took my leave with an assurance on the part of his Excellency that he would continue to inform
me of what might yet occur in the business, of which he was preparing a. most detailed and circumstantial
account to his Government.

9. In detailing to your Lordship the above conversation, I could not with a due regard to fidelity avoid-
mentioning incidentally that part of it which relates to the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces ;
but I need hardly, my Lord, assure you that in my reply to his Excellency, I abstained from all observations
whatever on that point.

10. With regard to what concerns myself, or rather the post I have the honour to hold, I shall be very
anxious to receive your Lordship’s opinion as to whether the view I have taken of my duty be correct on this
occasion, or not; namely, whether I should consider my functions as limited to the Mixed Court, or whether
I am not at liberty to address myself to the Governor-General of' this province on any matter having reference
to Slave Trade transactions, which may occur under his Excellenéy's jurisdiction.

11. Should your Lordship sanction this view, I venture to submit that it would greatly tend to place
the relations between the supreme authority of this province and Her Majesty’s Commissioner on a footin
from which much benefit might result to the Queen’s service, Were an instruction in that sense forwarded to the
Governor. . . ,

, ' I have, Sac. * ,
(Signed) GEO. JACKSON.‘
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' No. 50.

Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflice, July 23, 1862.

I TRANSMI'I‘ to you herevvith a copy of a despatch which, on the receipt of
Sir Henry’Huntley’s-despatch of the 7th April last,‘I addressed to Mr. Hermes,
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Afi'aires at Lisbon,‘ relatlve to the course pursued bx the

GovernoréGeneral of (Angola in declining to corresppnd with you as the Brltlsh
Commissioner iu.:the Mixed Commission Court, on matters connected with the

Slave Trade, as long as there 'was-a. Consular Representative of the British Govern-
ment resident in the Province.

Since writing my despatch to Mr. Herries, I have received the further volu-

minous correspondence on this subject, and on the subject of the removal of slaves
to'St.Thomas, which is contained in the joint despetches of Sir Henry Huntley
and yourself, dated the 15th April and the 5th May last. _ .

You will‘ be informed by the next mail of the action which Her Majesty’s

Government may take in these matters.
v I am, &C.

(Signed) RUSSELL.
 

No. 51.

Her .Mcy'est'y’s' Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received August 11.)

MyLord, Luanda, May 30, 1862.

ADVERTINGto the despatch from this Commission dated the 8th ultimo,

inclosing to your Lordship copies of communications which had been addressed to

the’z'Governor-General and to the Senior Officer of this division of the squadron,

respecting‘theremoval of .slav‘es from this Province to St. Thomas, and reporting
that‘thegPortu-guese brigan-tin'e “ Libertade” was then on the eve of sailing from
hence-with a numberof those'negroes, I have now the honour to report to your Lord-
ship that'I-Ier Majesty’s ship “Torch,” which was lying in this harbour when the
embarkation-vof negroes took place on board the “iLiberdade,” left a few hours
after that vessel, and having fallen in with her at sea the following day, boarded her,
and allowed her. to proceed on her voyage.

I have, &C.
(Signed) ‘ JEDMUND GABRIEL.

 

No. 52.-

an'rl Russell to Her ‘Majesty’s Commissioner.

Sir, Eqreign Qfipe, August 28, 1862.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 23rd July last, inclosing a copy

01' ranxinstruction which I addressed ‘to Mr. Herries, Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'aires
at'7‘Li.sbo=n,,.onlthesubject of the refusal of the Governor-General of Angola to corre-
spond With 'Her' Majesty’s Commissioners on Slave Trade matters, 1 now inclose,
for ggyourainformation. and guidance,iazcopy;of a despatch from Mr. Herriesfl- by which
you will perceive that the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty disapprove
thefline.nf_.conduCt adopted by the Governor-General in this matter, and that
instructions-in conformity with the views ,of Her Majesty’s Government will be sent

‘ 1ntheiGovemor-General withmtrdeiay. '
I‘taketh‘is ortuxiityvofiinforming you that I entirely approve the conduct

aufi'proceedings 1 0th of yourself and Sir HenryHuntley in the communications
' which "have pasSed ubetween you and the Governor-General of Angola on this
matter; ' ’

I' am, 8w.
(Signed) RUSSELL.

 

4* CIasn B, No. 189. Jr Ibid'., No. 196.
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No. 53.

Earl Russell ‘to Her Majesty’s Commissioner.

, Foreign Ofice, August 28, 1862.
I HAVE received your despatches to the 23rd May, inclusive, and With refer-

‘ence to the despatches noted in the margin} 1 have to acquaint you that Her
Majesty’s Government entirely approve the language and proceedings of Her
Majesty's Commissioners in the communications Which have passed between them
and the Governor—General of Angola, on the subject of the transfer of slaves from

. that province to the Island of St. Thomas.

 

I am, 8w. '
(Signed) V RUSSELL.

No. 54.

Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner.

Sir Foreign Oflice, September 23, 1862.
,WITH reference to my deSpatch of the 28th ultimo, and to previous

correspondence upon the subject of the exportation from Loanda of slaves for
St. Thomas, I transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a despatch from
Mr. Herries, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Afl'aires at Lisbonfi stating that he has been
informed by the Marquis de Loulé that the Portuguese Government have taken
effectual measures to put a stop to this practice,‘an.d that both the Governor-
General and the Provincial Secretary of Angola have been lately recalled. '

I am, &Lc.
- (Signed) RUSSELL.

 

No. 55.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—-(Received September 27.)

My Lord, Loanda, July 5, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report that no case has been brought for adjudication

before the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission ,in thiS' city during the
halfgyear ended on the 30th ultimo.

‘ I have, &c.

, (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
 

No. .56.

Her Majestyis Commissioner to Earl Russell.——(Received September 27.) -

My Lord ‘ , Luanda, July 10, 186.2.
THE despatches addressed to your- Lordship by this Commission during the

present year have made you fully acquainted with the abusive practice which is
now being openly carried on here of shipping negroes to the Island of St. Thomas,
imder the pretext of their being free; and with the steps which, iinvpursuanee of the
Instructions conveyed in your Lordship’s desjpatch of the 16th of January last, ,I
had taken with the view of putting an end to this system. ~

2. It is with unfe’igned regret I have now to report that the practice referred
to has in no way abated, but that each 'vesselvand each packet leaving this portfor
St. Thomas continue to ship negroes for that island in the same, open and
undxaguised manner as heretofore. ' .

3. The 'mail-steamer “Dona Antonia,” which sailed hence on the 2nd instant,
conveyed 82 of these negroes to St. Thomas, under the usual varied denominations
of slaves, libertos’, and free negnoes, Who were embarked in the presence of Her

CLASS A.
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Majesty’s ship “ Arrogant,” bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Edmonstone,
commanding the squadron on this coast. .

4. Judging from this circumstance, and the fact that the “ Liberdade,” as
reported in my despatch of the 30th of May, 1862, had been boarded, and allowed
to proceed on her voyage to St. Thomas after she hagi been of‘fimally (ienounced by

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Governor—Generai and to the Senior Officer .on
this division of the station, my conclusion is that Her Majesty’s naval authorities
have resolved to refrain from interfering with these vessels, and this in consequence,
as I am given to understand, of their not having reeeived any instructions on the
subject from the Admiralty. _

5. Whatever may be the cause of this apparent resolution on the part of Her

Majesty’s naval ofiicers, desPairing, as I do, of receiving any assistance from the
local authorities here in suppressing these malpractices, I cannot too strongly
express my conviction that unless Her Majesty’s Aqlvisers take this matter into
their own hands, no hope can be entertained of this ls1y.§:.ten§zbeing abolished.

ave, c.
(Signed) ‘ EDMUND GABRIEL.
 

No. 57.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.——(Received September 27.)

My Lord, Loanda, July 10, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope,” Lieu-
tenant Allingham commanding, captured on the 4th ultimo, off the Congo, a vessel
without colours or papers, and having on board 558 slaves who had been shipped
in that neighbourhood the day previous.

2. From the description given me by Lieutenant Allingham of the state in
which he found the prize, I believe that in the annals of this wicked Traffic no more
cruel and striking case of excessive crowding is to be ‘found than this. The vessel
was not more than 85 or 90 tons; yet she had, besides her crew, 558 negroes crowded
on board of her, which gave the almost unprecedented small space of 1 ton for the
accommodation of 7 persons. The slave-deck was not more than 30 inches in
height, the quantity of water and provisions which the vessel was capable of
carrying was insufiicient for the subsistence of so many persons during a voyage,
probably of fifty days, to the‘Havana, unless the slave-dealers had calculated on a
great decrease from death among the victims of their lawless cupidity; and although
only one day at sea when captured by the “ Antelope,” such was the filthy state of
Ellis vessel that not more than one-half of these slaves could have reached the
avana.

3. Lieutenant Allingham very properly removed a great number of the slaves
into the “ Antelope,” and accompanied the prize to St, Helena for the purpose of
bringing her before the Vice-Admiralty Court in that Colony for adjudication.

4. Rumours have been circulated to the effect that this vessel was the “ Paquete
de Luanda,” a Portuguese brigantine which cleared out from‘ this port with cattle

‘ on the 22nd of May last for the River Congo; but, notwithstanding all my inquiries,
I have not succeeded in obtaining any information sufficiently precise and conclusive
on this point to warrant me in addressing an official representation to the Governor-
General thereon. The practice of clearing out with cattle from this place for
St. Thomas and the Congo is, I have reason to suspect, resorted to by the slave-
dealers here merely as a pretext for leaving this harbour with certain fittings
required for“ receiving slaves, such as water-acasks and other articles. The cattle
themselves, which are of little or no value, are easily disposed of when the slaves
are to be embarked, and as, in consequence of the energetic measures of the
United States’ authorities at New York and other American ports, the slave—dealers
on this part of the coast have been lately hard pressed from the want of vessels to
convey to the Havana the slaves with which their factories are now filled, there
can be no doubt but that they Will readily take advantage of any facilities which
are afl'orded them by that apathy on the part of the Portuguese authorities in thi
province which I am sorry to say has latterly been but too apparent. '

I have, &C.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
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No. 58.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.)

My Lord, Luanda, July 12, 1862.
HIS French Imperial Majesty’s frigate “Junon,” bearing thebroad pendant

of Commodore M. le Baron Didelot, commanding the French naval forces on this
coast, arrived here on the 10th instant, and, having proceeded on board for the
purpose of paying my respects to that officer, I am happy'to be able to acquaint
your Lordship of his having informed me that the system of exporting negroes to
the French West Indian Colonies was formally put an end to by him on the
30th ultimo, in accordance with the orders of his Sovereign, and that he had himself
witnessed the last shipment, on that day, from the establishment of Messrs. Régis
at the mouth of the Congo. .

2. I observed to the Commodore that I felt assured Her Majesty’s Government
would receive this intelligence with great satisfactidn, and that, so far as regarded
its immediate bearing on the duties confided to me at this place, I unhesitatingly
added, that no measure could have been adopted by the Government of the Emperor
more desirable and opportune than the termination of a system which the Portu-
guese authorities in this province had but too plainly evinced a disposition toview
in alight highly prejudicial to that sacred cause which the British and French
Governments had so much at heart—the suppression of the Slave Trade.

3. On other points connected generally with this question the language of the
Baron Didelot was most satisfactory. He assured me that the desire of(the Govern-
ment of His Imperial Majesty for the suppression of ’ the Slave Trade was no less
earnest and sincere than that of the Government of Her Majesty the Queen; and,
in reply, I observed that he might always rely upon my best co-operation and
assistance in carrying into effect the humane views by which both nations were
animated. ‘

I have, Ste.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

No. 59.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Recez'ved September 27.)

My Lord, Luanda, August, 1, 1862.
, I HAVE much satisfaction in reporting to your Lordship that Her Majesty’s
ship " Wye,” Valentine G. Roberts, Esq., commanding, Whilst'proceeding from this
place to Fernando Po, and being about twenty miles to the southward of the River
Congo, in latitude 6 20° south, and longitude 12’ 15° east, on the 25th June last
captured a schooner, with 295 slaves on board, bound to Cuba.

2. It appears, from the information gained by Mr. Roberts, that this vessel,
which is supposed to have been called the “ Concepcion,” sailed from Matanzas in
January last and proceeded to the Gallinas, where she failed in obtaining a sufficient
number of slaves. Being deterred from remaining on that part of the coast by the
rumoured presence of one of Her Ma'esty’s cruizers, she left that place direct for
fiangg‘e Grande, Where she shipped er slaves the day previous to her capture by

e I‘ e"! L

. 3. I)"; was stated, also, that she would have embarked .50 or 60 slaves more, but,
In consequence of the heavy surf which was running at the time, two canoes were
upset in conveying them on board, and several of the slaves having been drowned,
the slave-dealers refused to ship any more.

4. This schooner displayed no colours when boardedlby the “ Wye,” and, being
destitute of any proof of nationality, Mr. Roberts sent her to St. Helena for adjudi—
cation. , .

‘ I have, Ste. ‘
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIELg
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No. 60.

Her.Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russellr—(Rpceived September 27.)

My Lord, Loanda, August 2, 1862.
I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship the capture by Her

Majesty’s ship “ Dart,” Commander Richards, of a brig, without colours or papers,
found by that cruizer on the 11th ultimo, in latitude 8° 30' south, and longitude
12° 56’ east, and fully prepared to receive slaves. ,

2. The ca 'ture of this vessel was effected within a distance of thirty miles of
this port, and it was stated that the captain and sqpercargo had landed in the
neighbourhood of Ambriz to make arrangements for shipping the, slaves who, to

, the number of 750, were to have been received in the Congo a few days afterwards.
3. The detained vessel being in a leaky condition, Commander Richards caused

her to be surveyed, and, on receiving the report of the officers appointed to
perform that service, he deemed it advisable that she should be destroyed.

4. The necessary evidence was sent to St. Helena in order that the case might
be duly adjudicated before the Vice-Admiralty Court there.

' I have, 8m.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

No. 61.

Hm~ Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27)

My Lord, Luanda, August 4, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship

“ Espoir,” Commander Douglas, 0n» the 22nd ultimo,‘ in latitude 6° 45’ south, and
longitude 12° 25’ east, captured a barque of about 250 tons, and having on board
every fitting requisite for the immediate reception of a large cargo of slaves.

2. From the statement of the crew, and other evidence, there is no doubt that
this vessel. was called the “ Traviata,” and that she fitted out at Cadiz, which place
she left on or about the 16th May last.

3. Her captain was a Portuguese named Vianna, who is well known to have
been for many years engaged in this inquitous Traffic,’ and who made it his boast
011 this occasion that although he had been captured by British cruizers six times,
he had succeeded in carrying off five cargoes of slaves from this coast. In 1859 he
was serving as mate of the Portuguese steamer “ Don Pedro,” one of the packets-
Which run between this place and Lisbon, and having since then made two
successful voyages as captain of slavers, he, on the 11th May'last, left Lisbon for
Cadiz to take command of the “ Traviata.”

4. This notorious slave-dealer was allowed to leave Loanda in the Portuguese
brig “ Assombro,” which sailed hence for Lisbon on the 25th ultimo, and we shall
soon doubtless hear of his re-engaging in his former nefarious pursuits. It is worthy
of note that his name was omitted in the announcement of the “Assombro’s ”
departure, as published in the “ Official Gazette,” although. it is invariably the
practice to insert the names of passengers on board vessels leaving this port.

. 5. Commander Douglas sent the detained vessel to St. Helena for adjudication
in the Vice-Admiralty Court there.

' ’ I have, 8L0.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
 

No. 62.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.)

My Lord, Loanda, August 8, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope,” Lieutenant

Allingham commanding, arrived in this port yesterday, having on board 203 slaves
Who had been captured on ‘the 4th instant of 'Ca'benda, in a small vessel bound for
Havana, the person who figured as captain producing no papers,‘ and disavowing
all right to the protection of any flag.
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2. It appears that this craft was built at Cabenda, and was subsequently fitted
out by the American barque called the “ Joshua Bragdon,” of New Bedford, which;

has been hovering off that part of the coast for some time past, avowedly employed

as a Whaler. The compass and other fittings found on board the slaverv btme the

name of the “ Joshua Bragdon,” and on Lieutenant Allingham’s subsequent]

visiting that vessel, the manner 'in which the captain conducted himself toward:

that officer was most insoient- and overbearing.
3. Nearly all the slaves found on board this craft were children, and I have

ascertained by personal inquiry from the few adults among them, that they were

shipped by two of the most notorious slave-dealers in the Congo—Joao Nicolao de

Barros and D. B. Carvalho—Portuguese subjects whose criminal pursuits in that
quarter cannot but be well kHOWH to the local authorities here. The vessel herself

being small, and quite unfit to perform the voyagejo St. Helena, Lieutenant

Allingham removed the slaves to the “Antelope,” for conveyance to that island, and

caused the prize to be totally destroyed.

 

I have, &tc. '
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL;

No. 63.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.)

My Lord, Loanda, August 9, 1862.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th ultimo, [ have- now the
honour to acquaint your Lordship that, from information given. me by Lieutenant

Allingham, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “Antelope,” there is no longer any

doubt but that the vessel captured by him on the 4th of June last, with 558 slaves

on board, was the Portuguese brigantine “‘Paquete de Loanda,” which was sold. here
to the slave-dealers for 8,000 dollars, and afterwards fitted out in this harbour. for
the Traffic in which she was engaged When captured.

2. The above information, which, subsequent to the date of my despatch

already referred to, I had received from the French Commodore, and various other,

reliable sources, fully proves that the rumours mentioned in that despatch were not

without foundation. , »
3. I would venture again to draw your Lordshi-p’s attention to the fact of' this

vessel having been allowed to leave this harbour fully equipped for the Slave Trade
under the pretence of conveying cattle to the River Congo, another circumstance
which, as well as the continued activity and efl'rontery of the slave-deaiers in this
quarter, I shall feel it my duty to bring strongly under the notice of the Governor-
General, the result of which I shall have the honour to report to your Lordship in

a subsequent despatch. - ,

 

I“ have, Ste.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL;

No. 64. .

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—-—(Received November 11‘.) .

My Lord, Luanda, August 20, 1862.
I HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Lordship the accompanying co

0f adespatch which I have addressed to the Governor-General of this province
concerning the capture of the Portuguese brigantine “Paquete de Luanda” by Her
Majesty’s steamer “Antelope,” With 558 slaves on board, a few days after her

departure from this port. '
I have 8w.

(Signed) ’EDMUND GABRIEL.
 

Inclosure in No. 64. .
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Gavmor-General qfthe Province qungola.

Emma“ Sir, , ' Luanda, August 19,1862. '
t . I REGRET to be obliged to acquaint your Excellency that I have recently received infomation,.. on
which I have every reason to rely, respecting an infraction of the Treaty which mbsisw between our magm—
tive Governments for the Suppression of the Slave Trade.
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Her Majesty’s steamer “Antelope,” while cruizmg in the neighbourhood of the River Congo, on the 4th
June last, captured a vessel with slaves on board, and in consequeqce of all traces of her nationality having
been carefully made away with before being t boarded, she was sent to St. Helena for adjudication in the
Viee-Admir’alty Court there.

It appears, moreover, from the information given me by the pommander of the “ Antelope,” that this
embarkation of slaves was efiected with circumstances of attendant atrocity which aggravate even its inherent
guilt, 558 Africans having been crammed into a space far too small to contain them without the greatest
degree of torture and suffering.

Reports reached me soon afterwards to the effect that this vessel wes the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete ole
Luanda," which cleared out from this port on the 22nd May last, with cattle for the River Congo—only a few
days prior to her capture; and after close inquiry into this matter, I have since obtained such information as verifies
these rumours. It will not escape your Excellency’s penetration that the practice of shipping cattle for the River
Congo must tend to facilitate the evasion of the law, unless additional precautions are taken in regard to vessels
employed in such a manner, inasmuchas man}? of the fittings requisite for carrying cattle are precisely those which
constitute a Slave Trade equipment, such as water-casks and other artieles.

Whether sufficient security was given, as required equally by the law of Portugal and by the Treaty of 1842,
that the extra number of water-casks on board the “ Paquetede Loanata " should be used for legal purposes only,
and whether, in accordance with the practice folloWed here, a bond was entered into by the parties interested in
this vessel that they would not employ her in the Traflic in Slaves, are points which can alone be ascertained by
reference to the records of the Public Departments here ; but in taking leave to bring this subject under the notice
of your Excellency, I feel confident that you will see the necessity of setting on foot a severe inquiry into the
circumstances under which the vessel in question was allowed to leave this port, with the view of' enforcing in due
course the forfeiture of the bond, and of bringing to punishment the Earties concerned in this scandalous trans-
action, should it be'found that they have been guilty of the crime imputed to them.

‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

N0. 65.

.Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.——(Received November 11.)

. My Lord, Luanda, August 20, 1862.
HAVING received information, and upon such authority as induces me to

credit the correctness of the statement, that the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete dc
Massamedes,” now preparing for sea in this port, is about to be engaged in a Slave
Trade adventure, I immediately called on the Governor-General, and acquainted
him with the several circumstances connected with that vessel Which seem to me to
be of a. very equivocal nature, requesting his Exceileney, at the same time, to cause
a close investigation to be made as to her real destmetion, and dlrectmg his earnest
attention to the necessity of causing her proceeqings to be watched, and due
precautions taken in .order to prevent, in the present instance, a repetition
of proceedings such as‘ recently took place in the case of the “ Paquete de
Loanda.” ,

, 2. The Governor-General did not deny that there are strong grounds for
suspicion against the “ Paquete de Mossamedes,” but he added that, notwithstanding
her doubtful character, so long as she kept- Withip the letter of the law, it was
impossible for him to interfere With her. As his Excellency, therefqre, evinced no
disposition to take any active measures in this matter, I thought It expedient to
write immediately to the Senior Officer and Commander of Her Majesty’s ships on
this division of the Station, communicating to them the suspicions I entertain that
this vessel is destined to be employed in the Slave Trade, and I have now the honour
to subjoin a copy of my despatch on this subject, of which I trust your Lordship
will approve.

I have, &C.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

RS. Septembef 16.——The originals of this and of the preceding despatch were
forwarded under flying.seal to Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon on the 7th
instant.

E. G.

 

Inclosure in No. 65.

Her Majesty': Commissioner to Commander Haskt'm.

, . . Luanda. August 19, 1862'.
I LOSE ' no time in acquainting 'you that a report has reached me upon credible authority that the

Portuguese brigantine “Paquete dc Monumedu,” Captain M. H. d’Oliveira e Silva, now on the eve of her
departure from this. port, ostensibly bound to ‘Rio Janeiro in ballast, is about to be engaged in the Slave
T . ,

Sir
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The.“Paguete cle Mosmmedes” is an American-built vessel of about 25,0ftons, zinc bottomed, and of_

verv clumsy appearance, painted blacix, With a narrow white streak,.ahd black mast-heads: She was sold

aboht April last to a Portuguese suh3ect,and.1s saihhg under .a'prov1smnal passport or register granted her

by His Most Faithful Majesty’s Consullat Rio Janeiro authorizing her to assume the _flag of Portugal, and

to proceed to Lisbon, 'uz'd this port, Within the space of oneyear from the date thereof, Wltll a View of obtaining
permanent papers as a Portuguese vessel, in aceordance with the laws of Portugal. Instead of proceeding

hence to Lisbon, however, for the purpose mentioned, she IS now allowed to clear out here on a return voyage

to Rio Janeiro, still sailing under the prov1sional register referred to. ,

I have spoken to the Governor-General respecting this vessel, and requested: him to cause a strict

investigation to be made as to her proceedings, in order to ascertain whether any Just grounds exist for

suspicion against her. His Excellencyim reply admitted his belief 1n the susptcxous character of the “ Paquete

de Mossamedes," but declared his inability to interfere with her so long as. she keeps Within the letter of-the

law. It is consequently impossible for me, through the Portuguese authorities here, to interpose any effectual

check to this vessel’s proceedings; and I have it only left to me, therefore, to request that should she be

fallen in with by any of. Her Majesty’s cruizers on this coast, she may be subjected to a rigid examination

under the Treaty with Portugal of 1842.
‘ . I have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

No. 66.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russellg—(Received November 11.)

My Lord, Luanda, September 16, 1862‘.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship

“Zebra,” Commander Hoskins, whilst cruizing about eighty miles west of Black
Point to the north of the River Congo, 011 the 27th ultimo, captured a schooner of
about 200 tons, completely fitted to receive slaves, and without papers or colours.

2. The captain of this vessel, who has been long employed in the Traffic, and
was captured on a former occasion by one of Her Majesty’s ships, declined to give
any information respecting her; but she is supposed to have been named the
“ Volador,” and she had on board a crew of twelve Spaniards, from whom it was
ascertained that she left Cuba in company with two other slave-vessels; and that
having communicated with Kilongo, she was, according to an arrangement made
with the slave-dealers at that place, waiting in the ofiingrfor twenty days While
her slaves were being collected. V '

3. Commander Hoskins finding the prize to be wholly unseaworthy, caused her
to be surveyed; and on receiving the report of the officers appointed to perform
that service, he totally destroyed her by fire, and purposes sending the case to be
adjudged before the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena.

I have, 850.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

No. 67.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received November 15.)

My Lord, Loanda, September 17, 186-2.
WITH my despatch of the 20th ultimo, I had the honour of laying before

your Lordship a copy of a communication addressed by me to the Governor—«
General of this province on the subject of the sailing of the Portuguese brigantine
“ Paquete de Luanda,” which was shortly afterwards captured by Her Majesty’s ship
“Antelope” With slaves on board.

2. To that communication I received a reply, translation of which I now beg
leave to subjoin (Inclosure No. 1), expreSSed in terms similar to those which have been
of late uniformly employed by the Local Government to evade the just fulfilment of
the Laws and Treaty. A hope is therein expressed that I would be able to furnish
some “ positive document ” or other proof of slaves having been shipped on board
the “Paquete de Luanda,” without which it is said that the forfeiture of the bond
cannot take place until the expiration of time established by law; and with
reference to my suggestion that extreme vigilance should be observed in regard to
yessels leaving this port with cattle for the Congo, his Excellency inquires whether
it IS my wish to extinguish this and all other branches of commerce between
Loanda and the ports of the North. ,

It is then alleged that casks are brought from England and sold in the River
Congo at a more reasonable rate than they can be procured here; and various



96 , ‘ LOANDA.

observations are made upon the expediency of prohibiting the trade in powder and
arms ori this part of the coast, with a view of checking the Slave Trade. .

. 3. In my rejoinder (Inclosure No. 2), after having stated that it was not in my
power to furnish these positive and precise proofs respecting the proceedings of the
vessel in question which the GovernoréGeneI-al required, I felt it my duty firmly but
respectfully to disavow any-such intention as had been attributed to me in regard
to impeding licit commerce with the po_rts OI the north.

Respecting the facilities with Wthh it was alleged that vessels about to be
employed in the Slave Trade could fit out for that purpose 1n the River Congo, I
expressed my conviction that if his Excellency, could now, 01'. at any future time,
furnish me with the details of any case in Which casks had been supplied by British
merchants for the equipment of slave-vessels, Her? Majesty’s Government would
immediately take steps to meet the case. V

I deemed it best to refrain=from entering into any discussion with the Governor-
General as regards the proposed prohibition of the ti‘ade in powder and arms, and I
Will‘now take the liberty only of saying, that althou h the pernicious effects of such
a measure on British commerce in this quarter might be extensively felt, its assumed
utility in discountenancing the Trade in Slaves would be found, I conceive, very
illusor . v

4.yOn the 3rd instant I received another despatch (Inclosure No. 3), in which no
further allusion is made to the several irrelevant topics above referred to ; but it would
appear that the tenour .of my despatch of the 19th ultimo _has- been t_nisinterpreted
in regard to the proofs of Which it was supposed I was in possession, and I am
informed that, as they could not be furnished by me, the Governor-General
had issued directions to the Crown Attorney to institute a judicial inquiry into the
matter.

5. The following day I forwarded a reply to the Governor—General, in which I
limited myself to an explanation of the sense in which I had previously stated that
the rumours respecting the “Paquete de Luanda ” had been, in my Opinion,
confirmed, and I 'trust your Lordship will consider the terms in which I’ addressed
his Excellency in this, as well as in my antecedent despatch, as meriting your
approbation and support.

”6; Soon after I had transmitted the above reply, I received a communication
from the Judge, requesting me to appear in Court 0131 “a matter of public interest ”
(“fa bem de servieo pnblico ”) ; and on my doing $0, the question was put to me
Whether I wished to lodge a criminal information against the parties concerned in
the"‘Paquete de Loanda,” and whether I had any proofs to present of .the illicit
employment of that vessel.

,7. In reply I stated that I did not consider it formed any part of my duty to
takesteps to indicate such violations of the laws of the country, and that having, as
British Commissioner, officially communicated to the Governor-General all the
information which had reached me respecting the movements of the vessel in
question, I must leave it to his Excellency to make such use of the powers with
which he was armed as he might deem best calculated to promote the ends of
justice. V "

8. It remains now to be seen what endeavours may be made by the local
authorities for investigating this matter, and for enfercing the penalties of the law
against the parties who signed the bond that the “Paquete de Loamla” should
net be employed in the Slate Trade; but from the obstacles which constantly
arise in the course of legal proceedings here for the suppression of the Slave
Trade, I fear that it is almost hopeless to expect that the bond will be
forfeited. q

. . I have, &C.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

Ihelosure l in No. 6'7.

Similar France 'to Her Majeéty’s ’C’ammim‘onw.
(Trauma) ' ‘
Site . . Palace qf’the Government, .Loanda, August 28, 1862. y

Y HIS Exceile‘ncy the GoVemor-General ofthis Province has seen your despatch dated the 19th instant, in the
,fii‘st'pa'rt of which you mention that the British Steamer "‘ Antelope)” while cruizing on the 4th June last in the
neighbourhood of the River Congo, captured a vessel with 558 slaves,‘andithat this vessel having been carefully
waxanfined, ‘waa found-praewding :on her voyage'destimte hf'nationality.

, ~2. “imth'e 3rd paragraphqof yw-despatehyou say thathaving been informed that this was the Portuguese
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'brigantine “ Paquete. d9 Luanda,” which left thisiport on the 22nd May last, with a cargo of cattle for the River

Congo, you inquired into this matter and found thls report to be correct.
3. As the case provided for in the Royal Portaria of the 14th February, 1854, now occurs, there not being in

this Province a Consul 01‘ Representative of the British Government, the Governor-General orders that I reply to

on as follows :—
y 4. His Excellency would be very glad if you could furnish him with proofs of the fact referred to, in order

that he might be able to institute proceedings thereon.
5. You add, moreover, in the same paragraph, that “ it will not escape the penetration of his Excellency that

the practice of carrying cattle to the. River. Congo tends greatly to facilitate the violation of the law unless addi-

tional precautions are tahen respecting .shlps employed in that manner, inasmuch as the articles necessary for

conveying cattle are precisely those which constitute a Slave, Trade equipment,~such as water-casks and other

articles.”
His Excellency does not know to what new series of precautions you refer beyond those prescribed in the

Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. Those precautions are always taken when the case provided for occurs, and in

general they even exceed those prescribed by the law,—the ships of this province instead of one bond giving two.

With respect to what you say as to the practice of conveying cattle, would you wish that this branch of commerce

should be prohibited, as well as all others successively, so'that the navigation between Luanda and the ports to the

north should thus be rendered impossible ? .

6. If there are any ships which, sailing from this port, are employed in illicit commerce, they do not

require water, inasmuch as they can find it cheaper on any point of the coast,especially in the River Congo;

nor do they require either to take casks or any other articles from this port, which would uselessly give rise to

serious suspicions, because illicit commerce, without excepting even the English, furnishes in all ports on the coast,

and without infringing the Treaties, the articles necessary for the most extensive Slave Trade, and principally

manufactured goods, the greater part of Which is English, for the purchase of slaves. Cask staves in great quan-

tities are brought from England and sold in the River Congo and its vicinity to whoever wishes to buy them, and

forwhatever purpose they may be required, at the rate of 40 reis per gallon, or 53200 ([45. 6d.) each. In Loanda

the same casks would cost about 88800 (24.9.) and there are not ‘suflicient of them for the requirements of

commerce. v
This evil is certainty very difficult to remedy without considerably embarrassingllicit commerce.
Nevertheless some goods might be prohibited, such as powder and arms, now almost exclusively furnished by

English commerce. These two last-named articles contribute at present more than any others to increase the

discards in this part of the African territory, and more than any other to attract the negioes from the interior, who

bring down and sell slaves at the points where these goods can be obtained.
7. The suppression of the trade in arms and powder would be a measure of international good faith, and. of

great importance in contributing powerfully towards the attainment ofvthe'desired end—therextinction of the‘ traffic

for which the Treaties were framed. Certainly those Governments, animated by philanthropic sentiments, and

which feelso lively an interest in the complete suppressionvof the Slave Trade, cannot omit to take into con-

sideration a measure of this nature the momentit may be brought before them, nor would they sacrifice a cause

so important to the comparatively insignificant profits of so prejudicial a branch of commerce.
8. You well know that some days since a British steamer of war was in this port with a cargo of Africans,

which she was conveying to the Island of St. Helena, and, that those Africans were found on board of a vessel

which the British cruizer sank off Devil’s Point, near Cabenda, according to the information received, after

having tranalripped the negroes. You are aware also that this craft was built on the coast, and found there all

means of construction, equipment, and lading. V . , ,

9. In the fourth paragraph of your despatch you say that it can only be ascertained through the proceedings

of the Public Department here whether the vessel in question left this port in conformity with the Treaty and

with Portuguese law, giving bond for the extraordinary number of casks, and also that they should not be
employed in illicit commerce. . .

10. No ship has left this port without entering into the proper bonds, and thus the , brigantine “ Paquete d9

Luanda” proceeded on her voyage. She did not take any “extraordinary number of casks for water, or any"

other vessels to contain liquid,” as is expressed in Section 6, paragraph 9, ‘of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842.

She left this with the water necessary for her crew and for a cargo of twenty-five bullocks, of which four belonged

'to the French Station, and were sent by the contractor, being legally manifested and despatched, and having 'even
left five of the water-casks which she had on board when she arrived in this port. So careful are the officials in
the Public Departments upon this point, that even you, in a despateh dated the 24th March last, complained to
the General Government of the want of principles of humanity in the case of 'a Portuguese ship which had

' been met at sea, bound to St. Thomas' with passengers, and in want of water. f _

11. Finally, you dwell upon the necessity of . causing a strict inquiry to be made, in order that the fine may

be enforced, and due punishment inflicted on the culprits, if there be any. This cannot take place before the

expiration of the period established by law unless by means of a criminal process, to fonnd'which. it would be

necessary for you or some other person to furnish a positive document, which his Excellency would be very glad
to receive in order to proceed immediately against the parties suspected. '

God preserve, &c.
In the absence of the Secretary-Generai, ’

(Signed) MANUEL DA SILVA FRANCO. Oficial Motor.»

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 6‘7.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Gouemor- General qfthe Province qung-ola.

Excellent Sir, . Luanda, August 29, 1862.

I DULY received the despateh which, under your Excelleney’s, directions, was addressed to me in reply _to

mine of the 19th instant, relative to the capture of the Portuguese 'brigantiner “ Paquete dc . Luanda " With

558 slaves, who had been shipped on board that vessel only a few days after her departure from this Port. _

_ 2. The interpretation of the Royal ,Portaria of the 14th of February, 1854, has been brought into question

111 this despatch, but I must respectfully decline to enter again into any discussion with you}- Exeellency upon that

point; I shall still, however, feel it my bounden duty, whether there he a British Consulun this Provmce or not.

to continue as heretofore, in accordance with the right conferred upon me in that Portarla, and in obedience to

Cues A.
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instructions which I hold from Her Majesty’s Government, to communicate to your Excellency any information I
may receive calculated to bring to a successful issue the humane exertions of the Governments which we have
respectively the honour to serve. . . . ' .

3. I am sorry to say that it is not in my power to furnish your Excellency with those positlve and precise
proofs respecting the illicit employment of the “Paquete dc Loamlai’ which, in your opinion, appear to be
necessary to enable you to pursue the investigations into this tuatter , but I will lose no time in transmitting a copy
of your Excellency’s despatch for the information of Her Majesty's Government.

4. With reference to that passage in your Excellency’s despatch which relates to the conveying of cattle to
the River Congo, I am glad to find that you do not deny that this practice may tend to facilitate the evasion of
the law, but I cannot conceal my surprise that in such cases the necessalfy precautions should not have occurred
to you; and I shall hope that your Excellency, as the Representative of I-lis Most Faithful Majesty, will adopt
such administrative measures as may prove that Portugal is as anxious and determined as Great Britain to-oarry
out the Treaty, not alone in its letter, but also in its spirit. ‘

5. Because I suggested that vessels employed in carrying cattle to the River Congo should be subjected to a
strict surveillance, your Excellency asks me whether I wish to prohihit this branch of commerce, and you,
moreover, inquire if I desire to extinguish all navigation between Loanda and the ports of the North. Your
Excellency has strangely mistaken me. I must disavow any such views, a‘nd I but deem it due to myself to add
that, throughout my long residence in this province, I have never lost an opportunity of impressing, both verbally
and in writing, upon the several Portuguese authorities with whom I have had the honour to be associated, the
necessity of fostering and encouraging all branches of lawful commerce as the surest means of supplanting the
Traffic in Slaves—a Traflic equally opposed to the interests of humanity and to the prosperity of Angola; nor,
indeed, have I refrained from expressing these same views to the Government of the Queen on every suitable
occasion. , V

6. Adverting to the intimation thrown out by your Excellency to the effect that British merchants supply
the casks requisite for the equipment of slave-vessels, I feel it incumbent on me‘ to request that your
Excellency will have the goodness to communicate to me the details of any case of this sort which at any
time have come or hereafter may come to your knowledge; for if Her Majesty’s Government can be furnished
with the slightest information that assistance or encouragement has been afforded to this hateful traffic by
British subjects, such information, I feel assured, would be acted on vigorously and eflicaciously.

7. Your Excellency appears to think that the prohibition of the trade in powder and arms would essentially
contribute towards the suppression of the Slaye Trade in this quarter. Permit me upon this point, with‘ all
due deference, to differ from your Excellency; but as this is a measure I hardly feel called upon to discuss
on the present occasion, I will limit myself to suggesting that it should be left to the consideration of our
respective Governments.

8. In expressing your opinion that it is not necessary for vessels engaged in illicit commerce to have recourse
to Loanda to prepare for the reception of slaves, your Excellency loses sight of' the fact that although those
articles of equipment, the prices of which are mentioned in your despatch, may he obtained at a more reasonable
rate at the ports of shipment, yet the advantages gained by avoiding the additional risks caused by detention
at those plaCes would more than compensate the slave-dealers for any extra expense which might be incurred
in fitting their vessels out here.

' ’ 9. In support of the opinion above referred to, your Excellency cites the case of another small craft, captured
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope ” in the same locality as the “ Paquete ale Loandw," which, it is asserted, was
“built, fitted out, and laden with slaves on the coast.” It is true, so far as my information extends, that this
vessel was built by the natives at Cabenda, but with respect to her fittings and cargo I regret to have to say that
there are circumstances connected with her capture which, no less than in that of the “Paquele ole Luanda,”
demonstrate the complicity of some parties in this city, and prove that Portuguese subjects were deeply con-
cemed in this inhuman and criminal speculation.

10. The vessel your Excellency alludes to was fitted out by the American Whaler “Joshua Bragdon,”
then cruizing off Cabenda; her slave-fittings and her provisions, such, as mess-kits, spoons, beans, rice, salt-

V beef, and medical stores, were sent from this city ; and I have ascertained that the Africans found on board
this vessel were embarked by two Portuguese subjects, notorious s‘lave-tlealers in the River Congo, named
Jofio Nicolai de Barros and D. F. Carvalho.

11. In conclusion, whilst on the one hand I cannot but regret, Excellent Sir, that the motive which dictated
my despatch of the 24th March last appears to have been misinterpreteti, on thelother I learn with satisfaction
from your despatch that no ships have left this port without entering into the bonds required by law, and' it only
remains for me to add the expression of my hope that those bonds may be duly enforced in the cases with which
it has been my unpleasant duty to occupy your Excellency’s attention, viz., those of the Portuguese vessels
“ Sophia” and “Paquete ole Luanda," both of which cleared out from hence with cattle for the North, and
subsequently shipped slaves; as well as that of the “ Gilpz'n’s Bride," likewise a Portuguese vessel. which is well
known to have been employed in the same iniquitous Traflic more than tweive months ago, and that such other
measures may be taken as may defeat and bring to punishment future Slave Trade undertakings in the’ Province
under your Excellency’s administration.

I have,"&c.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
 

Inclosure 3 in No; 67.

Senhor Franco to Her Majesty’s Commigsioner.
Translation.)
' , Ofice offlw Secretary thhe Government, Luanda, September 2, 1862.
daI’IIS Excellency the Governor-Geueral of this Province has seen your} despatch of the 29th August, received

to- y.
Not having at'present time to enter into the difl‘erent matters referred to in that despatch with reference to

the one which was addresSed to, you from this Oflice on the 28th of the same month, which will be done on a.
better opportunity, bis Excellency commands me to reply as follows upon the principal points :—

1 Under date the 28th last month, by order of 'the Governor-General I stated, with reference to the fact
_ denounced by you of the brigantine “ Paquete dc Loanda " being employed.in the Slave Trade, that “ his Excel-
lency would be very glad if you could furnish him with the proofs of the fact referred to, so that he might be able
to form upon them the basis of legal proceedings.” IIn the last paragraph of your despatch of the 19th ultimo, you say that the Govemor-General will recognize
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the necessity of institutinga severe inquiry “ for the purpose of duly enforcing the penalty and bringing to
unishmeut the parties involved Hi this scandalous transaction.” To this I replied in the above-mentioned despatch:
« This (the enforcement of the penalty and the punishment for which you asked) cannot ta'ke place before the

expiration of the time established by law unless by means of a criminal process, to ground which it Would be ‘
necessary that you or some other Person should furnish a positive document, which his Excellency would be very
glad of, in order to cause , proceedings to ‘be taken immediately against the parties indicated.” .

The Governor-General is sorry that now you cannot furnish him with this positive proof, which might be
either documentary, oral, or in any other form which you might consider convenient, having stated in your

despatch of the 19th August that “ after having duly inquired into this matter you at once obtained such infor-

mation as proved the veracity of these rumours.” _ ,
If you had furnished the particulars which proved, as you say, the veracity of these rumours, proceedings

would have been immediatelylinstituted. A judicial inquiry was unnecessary, inasmuch as you said you had the

proofs which you could furnish directly or by means of any other person. V
In the third paragraph of your last despatch you say, you regret that you cannot furnish his Excellency.

with those positive and precise proofs respecting the illicit employment of the “ Paquete de Luanda." Now this
very much alters the case, and is not what you said in your former despatch respecting the information you V
obtained with so much facility, and which proved the veracity of these rumours. In this latter case a judicial
inquiry shall be instituted, and orders have therefore been given to the Crown Attorney'for that purpose.

God preserve, &c.
In the absence of the Secretary-General,

(Signed) MANUEL DA SILVA FRANCO, Qflicial'Maidf.
 

Inclosure 4 in No. 67.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Governor- General of the Province ofAngola.

Excellent Sir, ‘Laanda, September 4, 1862.
I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt of an official communication addressed to me, by command of your

Excellency, in reply to mine of the 20th ultimo, respecting the illicit employment ,of the “ Paquete d9
Luanda.” ,

. From this despatch I perceive that your Excellency expected me to supply you ,with such proofs of the trans-
action referred to as might serve to form the basis of judicial proceedings against the parties implicated therein.

In reply, I take leave to observe that in stating the information which I had received “verified the rumours,"
I of course supposed your Excellency would have understood that I had satisfied 'my own mind of their correctness"
Such was my meaning. I now beg to state that in this as in all similar denouncements, I have purposely refraineii
from bringing mere rumours under your Excelleney’s notice‘until I have obtained suflicient confirmation thereofto
induce me to give them full credence.

I may be permitted to add that this confirmation of the reports respecting the “Paquete de Luanda" was not,
as your Excellency says, obtained with great facility, but after patient and diligent inquiry.

It is no part of my duty, however, to prosecute before the Courts of Justice here in such cases, and I must
leave it to your Excellency, who has at your command the administrative and police organization of the Province,
to ascertain the details requisite to bring the offenders to punishment, and by the exercise of due vigilance and
energy to prevent a recurrence of such transactions. ,

V I have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

No. 68.

Her Majesty’s Comissidner to Earl Russell—(Received November 15.)

(Extract) Loomda, September 27, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that on the 17th instant his»

Excellency José Baptiste. d’Andrade arrived at this place to assume the office of
Governor-General of this province, to Which His Majesty the Kin? of Portugal has
lately appointed him in the room of Major Sebastifio Lopes de Calheiros e Menezes,
Who has been “ exonerated ” from the government.

2. Having, according to the usual practice, attended, by invitation, the
ceremony of his: Excellency’s inauguration, l afterwards took an early opportunity
of personally tendering ’ my respects. Senhor Andrade, who is a. captain inth‘é
Portuguese navy, and has seen much “service in' this'part of Africa in Command of
cruizers, as Governor of Ambriz; and in" other offices of trust, has been selected
for the important functiOns now assigned to him in consequence of his, high
Fhai'acter and his-intimate acquaintance with the affairs of this Colony; and i am
inclined to hope that that supineness in the fulfilment of the Treaty regarding the
Traffic in Slaves which it has of late been so frequently my duty to detail to your
Lordship will no longer mark the administration of the Government of this
provmce.

3. At the audience I briefly explained to Senhor Andrade that it'was no less
the express desire of Her Majesty’s Government than my own individual wish to
act in perfect accord with his Excellency and with all the authorities of His Most
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Faithful Majesty in carrying out the special duties confided to my care, and I
expressed a hope that on matters connected Wlth those dutles Her Majesty’s

Commissioners would no longer meet with any ebstruction 1n corresponding
directly with the General Government of this province. _ . .

4. In reply, his Excellency assured me that 1t was his earnest Wlsh to maintain
always the best understanding With the British functionaries here, and although on
his assumption of the government he had purpose]; refrained from making any
public announcement of his intended policy, it woul‘d ever be his desire to uphold
the honour of his country by a scrupulous fulfilment of the Treaty for the extinction
of the Traffic in Slaves, and that he should feel happy in communicating with me
at any time, either personally or by letter, for the ‘furtherance of that desirable
ob'ect.

J 5. Senhor Calheiros, on the occasion of his publicly resigning the reins of
government to his successor, delivered an address, in which, after giving a succinct
review of the present state of the province, finapcial and political, and the
unsatisfactory nature of the relations existing With seme of the native tribes in the
interior, he spoke as follows :—

“I ought now to refer to a matter of great importance. At the commencement of
my administration, the amicable relations between the General Government of this
province and the Commander of the United States’ naval forces were seriously
threatened; they were not, however, interrupted, and the solution was satisfactory.

“ The demands which the Agents of Her Britannic Majesty have at various
times pressed upon this General Government have been met in accordance with the
law, and as became the dignity of the nation. ,
. “ The relations with the Commander of the naval forces of His Majesty the
Emperor of the French have been most cordial.”

6. Senhor Calheiros leaves this to-morrow for Lisbon in the Portuguese mail-
steamer “ Zaire,” and the person who has held the office of Secretary—General under
his administration has also been removed.

 

No. 69.

Earl Russeli to Her M(y'esty’s Commissioner.

Sir, Foreign Ofl‘ice, November 24, 1862.
I HAVE received your despatch of the ’20th of August last, relating to

the capture of the Portuguese brigantine “Paquete dc Loanda,” with slaves on
board, which vessel cleared frovaoanda on the 23rd of Mayvlast, with cattle on
board for the River Congo; and I have to convey to you my apprOval of the note
which you addressed to the Governor-General of Angola, requesting that inquiry
might be made, with the view to proceedings being. adopted against the parties
implicated in this affair. ,

‘ I am, 8w.
T(Signed) RUSSELL.

 

' No. 70.

Earl Russell to Her M(y'esty’s Commissioner.

Sir, , Foreign Oflice, November 24, 1862.
I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings as reported in your

despatch of the 20th of August 1ast,*in-r ard to the Portuguese brigantine
“ Wk dc Mossamedes,” suspected of being - estined to be employed in the Slave
Tr e . ,

, I am, fine.
‘ {Signed} RUSSELL.
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No. '71.

Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, December 23, 1862.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 17th of September last, inclosing

copies of a. further correspondence between the Governor—General of Angola and
yourself, relative to the case of the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete de Loanda,”
which sailed from Loanda With a. cargo of cattle for the Congo River, and was
shortly afterwards captured by a British cruizer with slaves on board; and I have
to acquaint you that I approve the communications addressed by you to the Governor-
‘General in this matter.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) RUSSELL.
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No. 72.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(I‘fieceived April 2, 1862.)

My Lord, Loanda, December 21, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship, thathaving convened a

meeting of the Board of Superintendence on the 20th of October last,. for the
purpose of resuming my seat as a member thereofhl found thet nelther his
Excellency the Governor-General nor Her Majesty’s Actmg Commxssmner, who had
been ofliciating during my absence from my post, had taken the oath requlred by
the IIIrd Article of Annex C to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, before entering
uponthe‘duties of their emcee.

I accordingly felt it my duty to propose that, before the_Board proceedecI to
transact any business, his Excellency should take the prescrlbed oath, to whlch,
after some hesitation, he assented; and having done so in the presence of the
rincipal Magistrate of the _ place, the Board met yesterday, and ordered that the

fact ‘should be duly entered on its records.
I have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

No. '73.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.——(Received April 2, 1862.)

My Lord, ' Loanda, December 29, 1861.
I BEG leave to report to your Lordship that, at a meeting of the Board of

Super‘intendence yesterday, I proposed to-his Excelleficy the Governor-General that,
in consequenCe of the prolonged absence of Sefior Constantino Antonio Vares Ferro,
who has for some years past ’held the office of Curator of Liberated Negroes,
?Senhor Manoel Alves de Castro Francine, the gentleman Who has been employed as
Assistant Curator, and since 1857 discharged the dl‘lties of the office to the entire
satisfaction'of- my late colleague Governor Amaral and myself, should be confirmed.

His Excellency at once acquiesced Vin this proposal; and Senhor Castro
Francine. having accordingly been appointed Curator; the oath prescribed by the
IVth Article of Annex 0 Was duly taken by him befqre the Board, and a record of
the fact entered on the Minutes.

I have, 8w; "
” (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

No. '74.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—F(Received April 2.)

My Lord, Luanda, December 31, 1861.
THE Board of Superintendence having recently been reconstituted, in confor-

mity with the stipulations of Annex C to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, as my
previous despatches of this series will have informed your Lerdship, the first step
which it appeared to me necessary to take was to legalize the course taken by the
members who sat at its meetings in May last, inasmuch as the fact of neither of
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these gentlemen having [taken the oath prescribed in the IIIrd Article of the Annex
referred to, before entering upon their offices, rendered all their acts, in my opinion,
ripso facto invalid, and of none effect.

2. I ascertained that the individuals amongst whom a portion of the eman-
cipated negroes had been distributedby the orders of the Governor—General and
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissmner m May last, were willing to retain their
services, and that the negroes themselves were satisfied with their present situations,
therefore it did not seem to me necessary that the, arrangements which had been
previously made should be cancelled or revoked ; but I submitted to my colleague
the Governor-General a proposal that the Board, being~ now regularly and legally
constituted, should enter on its Minutes a formal confirmation of those arrange;
ments.

3. Your Lordship will perceive, from the extract of the Minute of Session of
the 28th instant (a translation of Which I do myself the honour to subjoin), that the
Governor-General concurred in this proposal, adding, however, certain counter-
observations and opinions of his own upon this point which I did not deem it requi-
site to combat, or even to reply ‘to, inasmuch as the Board had Virtually adopted
the proposal submitted by me.

4. After considerable difficulty, my Lord, I have succeeded in learning that
the whole of the negroes Who were brought into this port with the launches adjudged
by the Mixed CommiSsion during my absence from my post, were handed over to
the Department of Public Works at this place, and there remained employed as
common labourers until a meeting of the Board of Superintendence was convened
by the Governor—General on the 1st May, 1861, seven months after their emancipa-
tion.

5. There is nothing on record in the archives of the Mixed COurt t6 show the
number that died in the interval between the capture of those launches. and» the
promulgation of the sentences, nor how many of them actually received certificates
of emancipation from the Court. All that it is now possible to establish With any
degree of certainty is, that 108 were captured, that 98 were delivered over- to the
Department of Public Works, and 72 transferred, on the date above mentibned, to
the charge of the Board of Superintendence. ' It has been quite out of my power to
arrive at any satisfactory conclusion as to the manner in which the remaining 36
were disposed of ; but it certainly does seem to exceed credibility that this prepor-
tion could have died in the period intervening between their capture and their being
transferred to the charge of the Board of Superintendence; and the circumstance of
so many being deficient cannot fail to excite the worst suspicions as to the conduct
of those under whose care those unfortunate beings were improperly placed. .

6. The 72 emancipated negroes delivered over to the Curator on the 1st May,
1861, are all, under these circumstances, that the present Board can be called upon
to account for, and ‘I am able to assure your Lerdship that I shall spare no effort
in securing to the survivors of those people the full enjoyment of the benefits stipu—
lated for them by the Treaty.

‘7. By an early opportunity I shall have the honour of handing to your Lord'-
ship a list of the several individuals to whom the Africans are new apprenticed out,
showing the numbers conceded to each person, and their occupations.

. I have, &c. ,
(Signed), V ‘ EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

Inclosure in No. '74.

Extract qfflze Mnute of Session qfthe Board 9)“ Superintendent: éfDeember 28, 1861.
(Twanslationq '

Present :

L , His Excellency the'Governor-General. M ‘
Edmund Gabriel, Esq., British Commissioner. ' ‘ .
Seiior Manuel Alves de Castro Francine, Curator end Aching Seovetaryt

>I'waas stated by Mr. Gabriel that, in his opinion, the proceedings of the Board, as recorded in the Minutes
of Session of the lst and 15th May, 1861, require to be legalised, inasmuch as neither his Excellency the
Governor-General, nor Sir Henry Huntley, the British Arbitrator acting in the absence of him the British
Commissioner, had previously taken the oath required by Article III of Annex C to the Treaty. He, there-
fore, proposed that the Board, being new legally constituted, should adopt and confirm the arrangements previously
made, es set forth in the Minutes of the above-mentioned dates.

His Excellency the Govemor-General replied that, although in his opinion the Board pf Superintendence
had been regularly constituted, and the resolutions passed by it were therefore perfectly legal, he had no hesitation
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in .acqutescing in the progosal of-_the British Commissioner, inasmuch as it amounted to nothing more than a.ratlficatlon of the proceedmgs whlch had been already taken, without thereby giving any additional legality tothose proceedings. He therefore considered as 1e 31 and tifi d th t f ' 'of the lat and 15th May, 1861. g ra e e ac s o the Board recorded In the Mmutes

 

No. ’75.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russellar—(Received April 2.)

My Lord, Loanda, January 5, 1862.
HEREWITH I have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a

translation of the Report for the Quarter ended on the 31st ultimo, received by the
Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes from the Curator.

I have, &C.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

lnclosure in No. 75.

Report qfthe Curator quiberated Africans.
ITranslation.) ‘

I HAVE the honour to report to the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes that, during the
quarter ending yesterday, I visited at difi'erent times the liberatect negroes in charge of the Board, and
found—

1. That they are properly treated.
2. That the liberated uegroes entrusted to private individuals are employed in various domestic occupations,

and that those conceded to the Municipal Chamber are in the service of the town.
3. That the Municipal Chamber having intimated to the Board in a despatch dated the 25th November last,

that it no longer required the services of 27 of the liberated negroes, which had been conceded to it, they were
therefore returned to the Government depét. One of them died in the hpspital on the 10th December last, 23 were
iistributed amongst private individuals, and 3 are yet in the said depbt.

St. Paul de Luanda, January 1, 1862.
, (Signed) M. .‘A. CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator.

 

No. ‘76.

Earl Russell to He? Majesty’s Commissioner.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, April 17, 1862.
I HAVE to acquaint» you that I approve your proceedings as reported in

"your despatch‘ of the 3] st December last, relating to the disposal, of the negroes
captured on board the launches that have been recently condemned in the Mixed
Commission Court at Loanda. .

I have, however, to observe, that there appears to have been great neglect in
having delayed for seven months to assemble the Board of Superintendence for the
purpose of taking charge of these liberated Africans;

. I am, 8pc.
(Signed) RUSSELL.

 

'No. 7'7.

_Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russella—(Received July 10.)

My Lord, Luanda, April 5, 1862.
HEREWITH I have the honour 'to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a.

translation of the Report for the quarter ended on the 31st ultimo, received by the
Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes from the Curator. '

‘ I have, &c. .
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.
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Inclosure in No. 77.‘

Report cfthe Curator ofLiberated Africans.

(Translation)
I HAVE the honour to bring to the knowledge of the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes’

that, during the quarter ending yesterday, I visited at difi‘erent times the libertos in charge of the said Board, and

found as follows :—
1.’ That they are properly treated. ,

2. That the libertos in the service of private individuals are, for the most part, employed in domestic occu-

pations, and some in agriculture, in the suburbs of the city, and that those remaining in charge of the Municipal

Chamber are employed in the service of the town. _

' 3. That the liberto Paulo Sumbo, who was conceded to Antonio Joaquim Carneiro Homem, returned to

the Government depét on the 17th of January last, the said individual no longer wishing to retain his

servmes. -
4. That on the 18th of January last the liberto Vula, who had been conceded to Joaquim Fernandes

Moreira da Costa, died bf diarrhoea, and that I ordered the corpse to be interred after having duly igientified

the same.
5. That the Municipal Chamber, by letter of the 7th of February last, stated that it no longer wished to

retain the services of the three libertos of whom it had retained charge in December last year, and they Were ’

accordingly returned to the Government depbt. It communicated also the death in the hospital of the- other

three libertos, and that the negress Adriana Huelle was under treatment there._ '

It appears also from information subsequently received that this negress also died in the hospital, but that

the Municipal Chamber was not made acquainted with it; and therefore there are now in charge of the said

Chamber only six libertos.
‘

St. Paul de Luanda, April 1, 1862.
(Signed) M. A. DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator.

 

No. '78.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.——(Received August '11.)

My Lord, ‘ _ ' , Loanda, June 10, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of
the 17th April last, approving of my proceedings as re 'orted in my deSpatch

dated the 31st December last, relating to the disposal of t e negroes captured on

board the launches condemned in the Mixed Commission at this place in 1860.
Your Lordship observes, however, that there appears to have been great

neglect in having delayed for seven months to assemble the Board of Superintendé
ence, for the purpose of taking charge of Liberated Africans. ., ’

, Whilst returning your Lordship my best acknowledgments for the approval of
my proceedings, as conveyed in the above-mentioned despatch, I trust I may at the
same time be permitted to observe that I am in no way responsible for the delay
which occurred in reconstituting the Board of Superintendence, inasmuch as I Was
on leave of absence throughout the whole of that period; and it was only on
resuming‘my duties in September last, that after considerable difficulty I succeeded
in ascertaining how and when the negroes liberated during my absence had been'
disposed of. , '

4 I have, 8L0.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

> 'No. 79.

Her Majesty’s‘Commissianer to Earl Russell.—(Received September 27.) ,

My Lord, Loanda, July 5, 1862.
_ WITH this despatch I have the honour to submit to our Lordship a transla-
tion of the Re ort addressed to the Board of Superinten ence by the Curator for
the quarter enged on the 30th>ultimo.

II have, 8w. _
(Signed) ‘ EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

Cues 'A.
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Inclosure in No. '79.

Report qfthe Curator quibemted Afrtcans.
(Translation) _

I HAVE the honour to bring to the knowledge of the Board of Superintendence of ,beerated Negroes that,

in the course of the quarter ended yesterday, I visited at difi'erent times the libertos in charge of the said Board,

and found—
]st. That they are properly treated, .‘ ’

2ndly. That the libertos in the service of private individuals are employed, some m domestic occupatmns,

and others in agriculture in the suburbs of the city; those of the Corporation being engaged in the service of the

town.
3rdly. That the negress Christina,-who was in charge of Francisco Martino Gomes ‘Teixeira, was returned to

the Government depét on the 8th of April last; the said Teixeira having dtscharged her.

4th1y. That, on the 27th of April, the liberto Pedro Canga, who was in the service of-Dona. Thereza, de Aguiar

e Castro, died, and the body, after being duly identified, was interred. That the liberte Jofio disappeared from

the service of the said Dona Thereza without any justifiable cause. .

5thly. That there returned to the Government depét, on the 27th of“ May, the negresses Maria and Isabel,

who were captured by the police in the suburbs of the city, having deserted before the distribution of theLiberated

Negroes had taken place. .‘

6thly. That, on the 20th of June, the liberto Sahi, who was 'in the service of Francisco Barboza Rodrigues,

died under medical treatment in the hospital ; and the liberto named Jofio has disappeared from the service of the

said Barboza.
St. Paul de Loanda, July 1, 1862. V ‘

, (Signed) MANUEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator.

 

No. 80.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.)

My Lord, Leanda, October 5, 1862.

INCLOSED I have the honour to lay before your Lordship a translation of the
Report for the quarter ended the 30th ultimo, received from the Curator by the
Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes.

' ‘ ‘ I have, Sic.
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL.

 

Inclosure in No. 80'.

V Report ofthe Curator quibemtecl Africans.
(Translation.)
’ - I HAVE the honour to inform the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes that during the quarter
ended yesterday, I visited several times the libertos under the care of the Board, and found—

1. That they were properly treated.
2. That the libertos conceded to private individuals were employed, some in domestic occupations, others in

labour in the suburbs of the city, and those hired by the municipality, in the public service of the town.
3. It appears that the liberto Jofio, who had, as stated in the report for the second quarter, absconded from

D. Thereza de Aguiar Castro, hes returned to the service of the said lady. '
4. That the liberta Marianna, who was conceded to Ignacio José de Moraes, junior, has been discharged

from the hospital,r.where she had been under treatment since the 6th September.
d _ 5. That on the 10th of the same month the Iiberta Thomasia, concedeti to Luiz Gomes de Carvalho Vieira,
ied.

St. Paul de Leander, October 1, 1862. ‘ .
(Signed) MANUEL 'ALVEZ DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Cm'ator.
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REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS.
 

WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION.
 

No. 81. '
Commodore Edmonstone'to the Secretary to the Admiralty. v

1 , V “Arrogant,” at-St. Paul de Luanda, November 18, 1861.
.I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty, that Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner at ’Loanda in August
last brought under my notice a practice that is now being carried on by direction
of the Portuguese authorities of shipping, principally by the periodical packets,
so-called free negroes or emigrants from that placeto‘the Island of St. Thomas,
in apparent contravention of the existing Treaty between Great Britain and
Portugal. , ‘ '

The Governor being absent, and the services of the “ Arrogant ” urgently
required elsewhere, I was unable at that moment officially to look into the matter,
but, on my return to Loanda a few days since, I lost no time in communicating
With the Governor, Which I preferred doing in the first instance personally, and in
the presence of Mr. Gabriel, rather than enter into any correspondence. '

As all the bearings and working of this new scheme-have already been so fully
reported upon by the Commissioners to the Foreign Oflice, it is not necessary that
I should again on this occasion enter into any further details, but will merely
express my earnest conviction that no time shOuld be lost in ‘ arranging this
important business between the two Governments, in order that our future course
may be made clear, and that the serious responsibility of interfering with these
packets may be avoided. ' , I ' 7

The‘Governor, who is a very able and intelligent man, and I believe sincerely
desirous of putting down the Slave Trade, has evidently organized this new scheme,
no doubt also encouraged by his own Government. At my late interview with him
he did not at all attempt to evade the queStion ; on the contrary, he assured me that
it had- been well considered; that he had taken, and Would take, everyypossible
precaution that only bondfide free blacks were embarked; that every one individually
carried a passport, which he showed me, endorsed by some responsible party; and
that he did not think he would be justified in preventing a free black more than he
would a free White in emigrating in the manner described. ' . ' j

I Bointed to his Excellency what abuses this practice would open the door. to;
that it evidently was not contemplated, when the original Treaty was enacted; and
.I suggested to him the propriety of deferring any further shipment until the views
of our Government had beenascertained on that point; but he declined acceding to
my proposal. '. , g ' I ,

> As this matter evidently is of some importance, and might lead ultimately to
unpleasant results, I trust it will not escape the earliest attention of Her Majesty’s
G0vernment. , y ' _' H V 7 C i

I may mention that the Island of St. Thomas is only one-tenth part cultivated»;
therefore labour being very valuable, it is not likely that slaves would be resold
frem there,'but' it is obviously possible, and not ’imprObablez that at any time it
might suit the convenience of the slav’e-dealers to do so.

, ' ‘ Ihave,&c.~ .1 “
(Signed) ‘ W. ‘EDMONSTONE
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No. 82.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “Arrogant,” at St. Paul de Loanda, November 18, 1861.

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lords Commis-

sioners of the Admiralty, a c0py of my report to the Commander-in-chief on the
state of the Slave Trade between the Ist January and the 30th September, 1861.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.

 {

Inclosure l in No. 82.

Commodore Edmanstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker.

(Extract.) “Arrogant,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 57’ 8., Long. 9° 55' E., November 7, 1861'.

I HAVE the honour to report on the state of the Slave Trade, &q., on the West Coast of Africa, between

the 1st January and 30th September, 1861, being a continuation of my letter of the 24th March last to Rear-

Admiral Sir Henry Keppel, K.C.B. '
As I am greatly indebted to the cruizers under my orders for the material to enable me to form my Report,

and which, owing to the particular nature of the Station, has only lately reached me, I was unable to make my

Report at the proper time; but as I am now in possession of information on this subject up to the 30th September

from the cruizers in the Bights, having recently paid Lagos a visit, and having been personally on the South

Coast, I have thought it proper to extend my Report over a period of nine months, so as to furnish. you

with all information on Slave Trade matters, up to as recent :1. date as possible, which I hope will meet your

a roval.
PP Eighty-two vessels, capable of conveying 45,143 slaves, are supposed to have been engaged in this nefarious

Traflic duringrthe period of this Report.
I am happy to say 10 vessels, capable of conveying 3,643 slaves, have been captured by Her Majesty’s

ernizers, thereby rescuing 1,032 human beings from slavery, 8 of these vhssels being empty when taken.

In addition to which the “ Bloodhound” captured a boat with 5 shaves at Batanga on the 27th of August;

and Commander Wildman, of the “Philomel,” was the means of releasing 11 more, the property of a Dutch

subject, as brought to your notice in my letter of the 22nd September laet, making a. total of 1,048 slaves that we

have emancipated.
In my last Report I had the honour of alluding to the successful efforts made by the United States;

cruiZers in putting a check to the Slave Trade under their flag.‘ I have now the satisfaction of recording the

capture of three more vessels, capable of conveying 2,800 slaves. One of them, the “Mghtingale,” was taken

while in the act of shipping, with 960 on board, and the other two were empty; this makes a grand total of

13 vessels, capable of conveying into slavery 6,443 human beings, that have been captured by‘ the joint

exertions of the United Stat’es’ and our own squadrons, the number of slaves actually released being 2,008.

It is, however, greatly to be deplored that, in spite of our mutual efforts to check the Slave Trade, no less

than 15 vessels, capable of carrying away 8,400 of our fellow creatures, have escaped during the period of this
Report, as shown in Inclosure 4. This is a serious increase to the number supposed' to have got off between June
and December 1860, viz., 5, but I am happy to say the number of vessels captured is also greater than I had the
honour of showing in my last Report.

The following vessels have been fallen in with and boarded by Her Majesty’s cruizers on the South Coast :—

“ Lucy Johnson,” “Empress,” “Fleet Eagle," “ Brutus," “J. J. 04266,” “Man'quita,” and the “ Thomas
Watson,” the whole under the American flag. . ‘

I think that the number of vessels that have escaped, viz., 15, having on board between 8,000 and 9,000
slaves, chiefly procured from this part of the coast, is, perhaps, under, but certainly a pretty fair average of the
probable supply, obtained without delay or difliculty. I may also mention here that vessels are generally three or
four weeks making their arrangements for shipping, and I consequently cannot imagine that so large a number
could at difi'erent timesthave come across for that purpose, without being seen by either the United States' or
our own crulzers. , ' ‘ .

I now beg to bring under your notice the following vessels which havebeen fallen in with, but not during the
period of this Report:——“ Orlando,” American, was boarded by Her Majesty’s ship under my command at Sierra
Leone, and the “ Justiee Story,” American, by the “ Alecto ” in the Rights; as also the Portuguese vessels
“ Esperanza,” by “ Alecto,” at Quittah, and the “ Paquete dc Porto Neva,” ofl' Whydah, by the “ Espoir.” '

I now proceed to bring to your notice the nnder-mentioned vessels, all under American colours, as they have
been boarded by Her Majesty’s cruizers :—“ John Gilpin," at St. Paul de Luanda; “ St. Helend,” at St. Paul de
Loanda; “Elizabeth,” at the Isles de Los; “ Warren White,” in the Bights, “ C’ah’om'da,” in the Sherbro
River ; “ Irilh'an," at Sierra Leone; “ Robert W'ing,” at the Isles de Los; t‘MarshaZl,” in the Eights; “ George and
Mary,” Whaler, on. the South Coast; “ City of Manchester,” at Cape Coast Castle; “Said Bin Sultan," at
Whydah ; “ Seamew," off the Congo ; “ Nye,” wlialer, off the Congo ; and “ Concordia,” Whaler, off the Congo.

‘ ‘ The vessels are in all probability honest traders, and some of them arewell known as such, making regular
trips to and from the coast ; those fitted as Whalers are, perhaps, the most suspicious out of the number.

The Slave Trade is now, with a few exceptions, entirely carried on under cover of the' American flag, and
taking into consideration the great protection it affords to that illegal Trafiic, I think the success met with by
our cruizers during the past nine months ought to be a subject of congratulation; and I feel confident that were
our powers of interference not so limited, many more vessels would have been captured, as thelappearance of bond
fide slavers on this coast has been much greater than has been seen for some time. '

While the Withdrawal of the United States’ squadron gives additional facility to the slaver, who can now
carry _on this barbarous Trafiic_ with the utmost impunity, it now, more than ever, cripples our efi'orts to check it;
for in former, times a vessel under American colours having slaves on board, when met with by any of our- cruizers,
would prefer destroying her register and throwing her flag overboard, and thus become denationalized and a prize
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to such cruiser; than be taken to an United States’ vessel. Now, however, they have nothing to dread, and will, of

course, defy the interference of om: cruizers, whether full or empty, and the Spanish Slave Trade to the Havana

will be carried on under the Amencan flag more freely, and With less risk than ever. The number of suspicious

vessels on the coast is a proof of how they appreciate the absence of the American squadron.

Should such a case happen that a vessel with slaves on board, under American colours, is met with by any

of our cruizers, it would have the best effect if we were to be permitted by the United States’ authorities to send

her across to the States under charge ofa prize crew, to be delivered'over'to the proper authorities; the “ Saratoga "

being the only American man-of—wai: on the station, and her movements very uncertain indeed. She, therefore,

can afford little or no asSistance to us in suppressing the Slave Trade. . ’

If this course were to be adopted once or twice, it would go far to prevent the United States’ flag from being

any longer so openly a protection to the Spanish Slave Trade.
I need scarcly allude to the antual good feeling that I am happy to say existed between our respective

s nadrons to the last : the satiSfactory manner in which we have at all times co-operated is a proof of that feeling,

and the capture of the “ Triton ” and “ Falmoutk,” as shown in Inolosure 3, the result of such cd-operation.

I am convinced that Flag Oflicer Inman and his oflicers have throughout been in earnest to put a stop to

the Slave Trade from being carried on under the American flag, and had the law of the United States. admitted of

vessels with the usual slave-fittings only being condemned, the blowto that illegal Trafiie would have been

something very considerable. As it is they have taken 8 vessels capable of carrying 6,225 slaves, and succeeded

in releasing 3,885 human beings from captivity during the period I have had the honour of being Senior Officer on

this portion of the station under your command. .

I now beg‘to draw your attention to the principal localities where the Slave Trade is at present carried on.

In the
North Division

Ifear that this inhuman Traflic has increased; 4 vessels have been captured since my last Report, and 1 got

ofi' from the River Nunez. King Catty is supposed to have supplied the slaves in the latter case; but as reliable

information of the movements of those known to be interested in the Trade is easily procured on this part of the

coast, which is the most civilized, and where legal commerce is developed to a greater extent, there is no hope of its
ever reviving very much.

At present it is conducted by a Spanish Company, who employ small vessels to suit the navigation

of the rivers, as will be seen on referring to Inclosure 2, but I am thankful to say as yet they cannot have

succeeded in their discreditable enterprise; this, in a great measure, is owing to the exertions of Commander

Smith, who has during his service on the North Coast captured 5 vessels. '
It appears that slaves are procured and shipped principally in the Nunez, Pongas, Debruka, Sherbro,

and in the Gallinas; but the River Pongas is without doubt ‘the head-quarters of slavery in this Division,
and the Sherhro and its neighbourhood the market from whence supplies are chiefly procured.

As King Catty is evidently engaged in connectiOn with Mrs. Lightbourne in carrying on the Slave
Trade in this river, I have issued directions, in compliance with Admiralty letter of the 24th of June last,
addressed ,to you or the Senior Officer at Sierra Leone, to punish that Chief for breaking his Treaty with
Her Majesty’s Government, should suflicient proof of his having doneso be established, communicating on the
subject with Governor Hill.

I look forward to the permanent establishment of a timber trade in the Bagroo with great interest,
as it will certainly be the means of doing away with the Slave Trade from theiShe’rbro in a great measure,
by the wholesome check it must afford to the movements 'of those engaged in that illegal Traffic, as also
tending to introduce legitimate commerce to -a greater extent in_that river. ' -

Slaves are also occasionally taken from the Sierra'Leone River in canoes, but I have not heard to
what extent. The'principal description of Slave Trade in the North Coast is, however, domestic. The Spanish
Company already alluded to has only been recently set oufoot, ‘and appears not to have answered as yet. ,

That portion of the Coast over which the Liberian Government have any influence is, I am happy to say,
entirely free from the taint of slavery.

I have the honour to bring under your notice some information which has reached me regarding the legal
trade in this Division;

At-Cape Settlement‘there appears ‘to he avery‘flourishing- trade in *palm oil, cane, and other description
‘of dye-woods, ivory, and sometimes ‘a little‘gold dust; but :I hear that 'at present we-are not represented: there
is, however, a factory belonging tothe house of Hatton and 'Coo'hson of Liverpool, about three miles from the
entrance of the ‘Cayalla River.

The palm-‘oil :season commences here "in December, when the nut is gathered, and the oil is ready for
shipment during the months ofMay and June; the quantity exported, exclusive of‘the English factory, of which no -
statistics could he obtained, is about 300,000 gallons annually. ' “

The "‘Fal'con” visited Cape Palmas by my order ,in July last, 'when Commander Heneage ascertained
without-douht that suspicious vessels do frequently call in there, and also 'at Monrovia, for information of the
movements .of our c 'zers, 'and toprocure their letters, &c., that arrive by the mail. ,

. The export otlusllaves from the Bights Division is chiefly carried on ‘within that part of the Coast over
which Dahomey’s power and influence is felt, amine a ruleit may he‘said from nowhere else in this Division to
.any serious extent. ’The usual shippingep'laces are Aghwey, Great'andLittle 'Popoepand Whydah.

I have only positive knowledge of one shipment having taken ,place,‘and that is supposed to have been
'the “African ” 'from the Coast between'Quittah and Addah. -

) I‘leam,’however, with regret from Major dez-Ruvignes, latelythe Commandant at Accra, that two known
slavesvessels undertthe Amefimn flag ‘haveiheen seen at anchor in"the.Du‘tch roads ; in all'probahility they have got
Ofi',vasVI have‘notiheardfurther newsof.them,'nor have they been metwith‘by any of our cruizers.

‘ That ro'fiic‘er also informs me thatslave factories .are inexistence in the Volta Islands. I have therefore
ordered Commander Bedingfeld to cause this ?,patt .of :the Coast'to be constantly watched for some time to
come. .. . ,.

4,131 ‘the iBrasaRixer' I am happy ‘to .say'this, illegal Trafic has entirely ceased‘to rexist, ‘no 'vessel of a
rausploious nature having been seen in its ficinitysin‘ce ftheone capturedby the} “ Archer,” about two years ago; but
thereappears to he a little slaving'in the SegamaRivei', principally‘rcarried on during the dry season, and by small
Eessela. in this instance slates are collectedibetween the ‘Segama and Nun, and taken outside the Bar, from whence
ey are s lppe .

In the rivers in the'Bigh‘t of Biafra. the .palm-oil trade has altogether superseded this nefarious Trafic,
but domestic slaverystill exists, and a greatcinclination to rise against their masters has lately manifested itself on
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the part of .the former, but no disturbances have taken place, and the rivers are being constantly visited by our
orulzers.

It is to he hoped that our new position at Lagos will have the wholesome effect in time of checking the
Slave Trade in Dahomey’s country, which I can confidently assert is the only part of the Coast 1n thls Division
where it prevails to any serious extent. ‘

There is no doubt that -the destruction of Porto Novo is the greatest blow that has been for some time
past inflicted on this illegal traffic, and I believe it has had a good'm‘ioral efi'ect on the neighbouring tribes, and
now that our traders are permitted to enjoy the same privileges of resxding there, which formerly was onl
accorded to the Brazilians and other known slave-dealers, a check will pecessarily be placed on the movements of
those interested in this barbarous traflic.

Legal Trade.

There are several American and Portuguese traders who compete with us and the Hamburgh shipping at
Lagos and the coast to windward: but the greater portion of the palni oil finds its way into the English market ‘
from the rivers in the Bight of Biafra, where at present, I am thankful to say, things are pretty qulet, and trade,
on the whole, satisfactory. ' _ .

In the Benin some outrages have taken place, and matters are not so promismg as I should Wish. I
cannot but think that the supercargoes very often, by their own conduct, and other reasons which I will explain
hereafter, bring about these disturbances, which are readily created, but not so easily put down, and very inj nrious
to our commercial interests and the development of trade.

Our merchants, who have so much at stake, cannot be too careful in selecting their representatives in
these rivers, for it requires great tact and judgment to deal with an ignorant and unprincipled race, such as the
native traders mostly are ; and as the evils of the old trust system, npw happily exploded, are still felt on both
sides, by the supercargo or agent in endeavouring to collect the bad debts of several years’ standing, and by the
native trader, who cannot or will not pay, but prefers selling his oil to a new trader in the river to whom he owes
nothing, and will, therefore, get his cloth or other articles in exchange, an unpleasantness is often the necessary
consequence; and hence follow those frequent checks so injurious to trade and the commercial spirit which it is
our. object to establish, and sometimes even more serious disturbances, which the presence of a man-of-war alone
can check.

Cm King Pepple having been properly re-installed in the Bonn , I took an early opportunity of commu-
nicating with him by letter, telling him that we shall expect great things of him, and that he must do all that he .
can to preserve order, and increase the trade of the river. A copy of that letter, as well as one to the Chairman
of the Court of Equity, I annex, for your information, and I trust you will be pleased to approve of what I have
done in this matter. At present, I am happy to say, everything is quiet in the Bonny, so far as our traders are
concerned, and I venture to hope will remain so. ,

All the information in my possession relative to the Niger I had the honour of furnishing you with in
my letter of the 29th ultimo. _ ‘

King Jack at Batanga, I regret to say, has several times evinced a disposmon to he troublesome to our
traders settled there, but the “ Bloodhound” having lately visited that place, I hope it will be more quiet.

I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice thattWiiliam McCoekry, Esq., at present the Acting Governor
of Lagos, has procured from England a steam-tug vessel, capable of ei-assing the bar, and that, in consequence,
several vessels have already been towed into the Lagos River, and shipped their oil, &c., inside, instead, as formerly,
of having it sent out in the cargo-hoats, entailing great expense and risk, and frequently serious loss of property.

South Division.

The Slave Trade in this Division is almost general, and without doubt the principal market from whence
the Havana is supplied. I regret to say it has cbnsiderably increased. since my last Report, in many parts of the
coast where it was nearly extinct, viz., the neighbourhood of Cape LoRez, and to the southward of St. Paul de
Loanda. and I fear it will continue to do so, so long as our hands are tied, and the demand for slave labour in
Cuba remains; for it is too profitable a speculation, and at the present moment without much risk, to he easily
given up, by those who have so much interest in it.

The following places along- the coast are selected for shipment :—
North of the Congo :—-Banda Point, Black Point, Landano, Maleinba, Cabenda Bay.
In the Congo z—Bullembemba, Bullock Island, Ponta da Lenha. . ' '
South of the Congo :—Mangue Grande, Vista, and the coast between Muella and Fonda Bay.
But beyond}. doubt the River Congo, its‘immediate neighbourhood, and Cabenda, are the principal.
Embomma; one of the greatest slave-marts in Africa, being only thirty miles from Ponta da Lenha, with

‘which place it has a water—communication, and there being one also between Landano, a little to the northward of
of Cabenda, via the River Kacongo and Ponta da Lenha, an almost uninterrupted water—communication is
established between Embomma and Cabenda. This fully accounts for the facility with which large numbers of
slaves are so easily collected, both in the neighbourhood of the Congo and at Cabenda, and they can easily transfer
them from one place to the other when requisite. ' ‘

Although the Portuguese are not actually found on board slaye-vessels as a rule, they (individually)
certainly take a very prominent part in this nefarious Traflic as agents, and make the necessary arrangements for
collecting and shipping the slaves. .

The following are a few of the localities where Portuguese slaveadealers reside, viz., Kilongo, Loango Bay,
Longo Bonda, Killo River, Black Point, Landano,.Cabenda, and at Chincoxo, about six miles to the northward of
Cabenda. ' There are also several in the Congo and at Mangue Grande. _ '

Some of these places have barracoons, and. others not; but it is difficult to gain. positive. information on
this point, as they may be there to-day, and gone to-morrow. According to circumstances, they are scarcely ever
visible to a ship passing, being erected a little distance inland. . .

At Cabenda one Franoisco Frank ls mixed up greatly in the Slave Trade, and has large harracoons,
which, on my late visit to that place, I engeavoured to discover, and sent my head krooman on shore for the
purpose; but the approach is well guarded, and they would not let any one near the place. We heard, however,
that slaves werecollected there in great numbers, and, when necessary, they are sometimes sent to Bullembemha.

I was mistaken in my idea that King Jack of Cabenda had much to do in providing slaves, but I believe
his men and canoes sometimes assist in shipping them. -

From Cape Lopez, Zanga Tanga, and the River Nazareth, a regular Slave Trade, I am sorry to say, has
been established with the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas, carried on chiefly by small coasting vessels, and
harracoons have been fermed. ,It is also reported that a person of the name of Benz'ebat, Portuguese merchant
at Princes, is concerned in it.
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Whether these slaves go to the Havana eventually, I am not in a position to say, but it is a_well-lmown

fact that slave-vessels not unfrequently call in at St. Thomas. I myself saw the “African ” off that island in

last. ,
JuneHowever, I believe that a want of labour to cultivate the coffee plantation is felt on that island. This,

erhaps, may account in a measure for the importation of slaves, the only difference being that, instead of

503113 to Cuba. they go '90 St- Thomas, where I understand they sell for 100 dollars, being Purchased on the

coast for about 20 dollars.
I look upon this as a most serious addition to the Slave Trade,' as there is no knowing to what an extent

it may in time be carried, and“ the difficulty we may have to stop it; Perhaps it is in contemplation to make
St. Thomas an intermediate depot. Ihavedrawn the attention of the senior officer of the Division to the necessity
of closely guarding Cape Lopez and its neighbourhood.

At St. Paul de Loanda a great deal of domestic slavery is carried on.
The Slave Trade, I regret to say, has also revived to the southward of Luanda. Barracoons are erected

n-éar Cape Martha, and a Portuguese of the name of José Correa has one also at Caranjumba Bay, the first bay
to the southward of Cape Martha, whose boats, With proper Portuguese papers, are to be constantly met with along
the coast, loaded with food for slaves.

Equimina has two Portuguese establishments, one having a' large Slaveoyard; and Commander Beding-

feld, of the “ Prometheus,” reports that hevsaw a large barracoon capable of holding several hundred slaves, about
two miles south of the Rio Mamangando. V

I have mentioned these circumstances to the Governor-General of Angola, when he at once denied all

knowledge of the fact ; and I believe that, so far as his.Excellency is concerned, he seems really anxious to put down
this nefaribus Trafiic. ‘

I have taken proper measures for a cruizer constantly to ‘visit this part of the station, and trust it
may tend to check the evident attempt at reviving the Slave Trade, which I fear is intended. The vessels usually
met with in this neighbourhood are those ostensibly fitted as Whalers.

I have much pleasure in bringing to your knowledge the capture of the “ ngrz ” by the “ Ranger ’.’ on the

28th of October last, at sea, about sixty miles to the westward of Mangue Grande, with 890 slaves on board. This
vessel shipped in the Congo, and is not shown in Inclosure 3, as the information reached me after I had commenced
this Re ort. -

I 12am also with regret that the “ Gilpin’s Bride ” succeeded in making her escape, with 300 slaves, in
May last, and the “ Fleet Eagle,” with 500, about the 15th ultimo, both from the Congo.- Neither of these
vessels are included in the annexed Tabular Statement (Inclosure- 4); the “ G'iépz'n’s Bride" has been for several
years past engaged in legal trade on this part of the coast. . v

The' “J. J. Cobb,” boarded by the “ Alecto," under American colours, ami' towed ‘into St. Paul de
Luanda, as reported in Commander Raby’s letter of the 4th ultimo, has been detained by the Portuguese autho-
rities, being unable to procure any seeurities that she will not engage in the Slave Trade.

I believe at present there are no suspicious vessels on this part of the coast except the “J. J. Cobb,"
at least none have been seen by our cruizers ; and I may here observe, that from March to October is the time
when the greater number of slavers come across from the western ports.

This concludes all the information I am in possession of relative to the Slave Trade on the station.
French emigration, still continues from the depots at Loango, and Banana in the Congo, but their

transports do not arrive regularly, and at times large quantities of emigrants are awaiting shipment.
The French authorities pay on an average about 40 dollars for them, being double the value of a slave;

but they look better in appearance, and however had the system undoubtedly is, I am happy to say they are at least ’
well'treated, and seem contented with their lot. Both these establishments have been visited by oficers from the
“ Arrogant,” who were received with great courtesy, and shown over the premises, 8m.

Commander Beamish, of the “ Wrangler," reports that there were no less than five emigratibn-ships at
anchor ofl’ Banana on the 22nd of May last, when he took an opportunity of going on board some of them,’
and informs me that they are most scrupulously clean, well-ventilated, and roomy; and the provisions appear to be
very good. '

Legal Trade.

The French settlement in the Gaboon is well conducted. The principal buildings consist of an hospital,
barracks, and a depbt capable of containing 5,000 tons of coal. They have also a hulk fitted as a hospital-ship,
and store-houses.

Supplies of bees’-wax, ivory, gum, and ebony, but there are no French merchants engaged in the trade,
which is carried on entirely by agents from our English houses. Palm oil could be had, but the natives are too
indolent to procure it.

The establishment of the French Emigration 7Dep6t at Loango, I regret to say, has proved very preju-
dicial to actual legal trade at that place, for when a native is in want of goods, he can procure them without any
trouble to himself, by selling one of his slaves at the Depét. Of course they prefer this to the labour of procuring
iVOTY, wax, copper, gum, &c.; and I am told that if this emigration was to continue for any length of time, the
English factory would have to he closed. I trust this will not be necessary now that the French Government are
going to put an end to their scheme for procuring labour for their Colonies.

_ Chincoxo and Landano are the two best places for procuring palm—oil to the northward of the Congo;
this is accounted for by the facilities afi'orded by the river communications already alluded to, and I hear, with
pleasure, that the supplies of this article have increased lately. .

At Cahenda large quantities of wood—of the satin or box-wood description—called “souza,” might readily
be procured. The natives are certainly the most industrious and useful of any that'I have seen; .in fact, the
Cabeuda men may justly be called the kroomen of the South Coast. Stock, in fowls, goats, pigs, and the usual
tropleal fruits and vegetables, can he purchased alongside in great quantities. I am sure if afactory was established
$3118 place a very considerable palm-oil trade would soon be developed; as it is, I hear that it has been increasing
a y. Y '

In the, Congo I regret to say legal trade has sufi'ered very much, in consequence of the increased demand
for slaves, ahd also the French emigration system; and I am told that the factory belonging to the firm of Hatton
:fild Qookson, of Liverpool, is going” to be broken up, and that eventually all legal traders will be obliged to leave

e river. '

Mr. Meecham, Agent for the-house of Tobin and Son, was the other day compelled to 'leave his factory
at Ponta de Lenha, as the natives had threatened to make a prisoner of him; he managed to escape, under cover
0f the night. I here beg to inclose a copy of a letter which I have received from that gentleman, as it will show
you, better than I can explain, the present state of affairs in the River Congo.
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At Kinsemho I am glad to say that things are quiet, arid a. coxisiderable trade in ivory, gum, and cofi'ee,
is being carried on.

The exports from St. Paul de Loanda are palm-oil, coffee, grou‘md-nuts, gum, hees’-wax, orchilla (a kind

of dry moss , and copper ore, which latter article is increasing in quantity.
The following is a correct list of the legal American traders whieh have visited that port during the nine

months ended September 30, 1861, and which information I was en‘abled to procure through the kindness of

Sir Henry Huntley, Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, from the Custom-hrouse a6 Luanda, viz. :—-“ Lucy Johnson,"
“Tidal Wave,” “ Gilpin," of Boston, “ Swallow," “ Hazard,” “ St. Helena,” New York; and the “ Shailer," of

Salem. ‘
I am told that some valuable coaI-mines have lately been discovered a. short distance from Luanda, up the

River Congo.
The trade to the southward of Luanda consists principally of dried fish at Little Fish Bay, and the orchilla .

at Elephant Bay : this mess makes a valuable dye, and fetches 401. pem’ ton in the English market. Empty colliers

frequently go South to take in a. cargo, or, I should say, as much as they can get, for it is scarce and dificult to
t it.

ge The Portuguese, I hear, are endeavouring to establish a Settlement at Embomma, but I do not know how
far it is true.

In conclusion, I hope you will be pleased to approve of the efforts made by the squadron under my
orders towards the suppression of the Slave Trade, as detailed in this Report, which has been carefully made out
from the infomation I have received from the cruizers on this station, Find my own personal experience.
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Inclosure 5 in No. 82.

Commodore Edmomtone to the Chairman qfthe Court quqm'tg, River Bonny.

Sir, “Arrogantfl at Prince’s Island, October 29, 1861.
' HAVING received a communication from King Pepple relative to his position in the Bonny, 820., I thiuk-it
proper and necessary that the gentlemen in the- river should he made acquainted with my rep y. I therefore-
inclose a copy, which no doubt you, as Chairman of the Court of 'Equity, will be good enoug to present to
them.

Pepple complains to me that he is not permitted to attend the meetiugs ofthat Court. Of course it is quite out.
of my province to say anything in the matter, but I do hope that the gentlemen in the Bonny will use every
endeavour to keep up a good feeling with the natives, as it is only by suph means that’we can hope to retain our‘
footing in the African rivers, or advance our commercial interests.

I have, 81c.
(Signed) w. EDMONSTONE.
 

l

Inclosure 6 in No. 82.

Commodore Edmonstone to Ifing prple.

King‘Pepple, , “Arnogant,” at Prince's Island, October 29, 1861.
I HAVE thehonour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, and inclosures, relative

to your present position in the Bonny, &c.; and before proceeding furthe“ , I embrace the opportunity of congratu-—
lating you on your once more resuming the sovereignty of that river.

You allude to the uon-payment of the comey to you, and inclose, for my consideration, a copy of the
correspondence that has taken place on the subject between the supei'cargoes and yourself. I regret to say I
cannot, as you so well know, interfere, it being contrary to the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government.

With regard to the interferehce of Commander Wildman, of which rou make a complaint, I have to state that
that oflicer never did so, in the sense objected to by Lord Wodehouse; he merely gave his opinion when referred
to by a British subject, which any oflicer in his position had not only a perfect right to do, but was also his duty,
when British interests were concerned.

You must be fully aware that the Commander of the “Philomel,” not being a member of the Court of’
Equity, could not in any way affect its decision.

I trust that your return to the Bonny will be the means of increasing the palm-oil» trade in that river, and
preserving peace and good-fellowship between the English and your subjects; and I feel certain that if you and
your people act honestly with the merchants in the Bonny, they will on their part do everything in their power to
make your reign a prosperous one, and your return will be looked upon as a real and lasting benefit to your
countr . 5

III conclusion, I have seriously-to reflect on that most harbaroue custom of cannibalism which I regret to
hear still prevails in the Bonny; and .I sincerelyvhope that, with your great advantage of education, and recent
intercourse with England, you will at once see its inhumanity, and exer ' your utmost influencevto do away with a
custom not only degrading, but repulsive to those within the lowest grades of civilization. Finally, I would
impress upon you that by our acts, and not mere promises, are we judgedT

I shall be happy to hear from you on this subject.
1 have, 8m.

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.

 

Inclosure, 7 in No. 82. _

Mr. Mecham to Commodore Edmonqtone.

Sir, Loamla, November 13, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated September 24, acquainting me that you

had burnt and destroyed severaltowns and canoes in the neighbourhood of Shark’s Point, and that you had'ordered
the “ Alecto'” frequently to visit Ponta da Lenha, in order that by her presenee there the natives might be kept in
restraint. ‘

I am indeed much gratified by your adopting such measures, and till lately I was inclined to think they would
have been attended with some beneficial result, the more so as CommandeF'Raby informed me that on his last visit
there everything appeared in a most tranquil state. ' ,

I regret extremely, however, that from several communications receiyed from my agent 'in charge there, the
tribe of,Missolonghis have again commenced their depredations by attacking and seizing launches and boats, and
thereby completely obstructing the navigation of the river; the locality where they practise these euonnities is
between Bullock’s Island and Palm Tree Point,_ and they have rendered themselves more formidable in this fresh
outbreak by'manning and arming the-launches thus seized, and sallying‘g out in themto attack others; so it is
literally unsafe forrauy boats to approach this neighbourhood. I have in eonsequence given orders that my launches
do not proceed further up the river than Banana.

' In the mean time I am greatly apprehensive about my factory, as they have threatened to burn it down, and at
present I am unable to transport the property elsewhere, having no vessel at my command.

It is difiicult to suggest, under those existing circumstances, what would be the most prudent course to pursue.
I foresee the utter impossibility of carrying on any further trade there, and am resolved on finally leaving the
river, but I fear I cannot effect this till about February next ;, till such timle I shall be guided by peaceful views, but
nevertheless will take all precautions against treachery, and in order to carry out my intention fot the protection of
the property under my charge, it would be most desirable that meu-of-viar boats should occasionally visit Pouta
da Lenha, thereby ensuring us more effectively from further molestation.

I have, fire.
(Signed) MAUNSEL MECHAM.

Agent to Messrs. Than. Tobin «3* Son, Liverpool
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No. 83.

Commander Baby to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

“Alecto,” at Sea, Lat. 9° 26’, Long. 9° 9' E.,

Sir, ‘ August 24, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to report that I this day boarded the barque “George

and Mary," under American colours, examined her papers, which were found to be

correct; the Captain made no complaint, and wished no entry made in his log.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) HENRY J. BABY.“

 

No. 84.

Commander Baby to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Alecto,” St. Paul ale Loanda, October 4, 1861'.

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 27th ultimo, ’in latitude 6° 35’ south,

longitude 12° 13’ east, Mangue Grande south 85, east 15 miles, I came upwith 'a
barque under easy sail, flying American colours, With "‘ J. J. Cobb,” New York, on her
stern. Having reasons to suspect her, and she being under easy sail, I judged it
right to send an officer on board, whose report I inclose. ,
V On his return I determined to board her myself, and, accompanied by the

former officer and Mr. Kitchen, Assistant Paymaster in charge, I went on board.
The vessel’s papers appeared to me decidedly irregular, but I could not be certain
about the register being legal. I told the ‘mate my suspicions of him, and that I
should watch him. He made no complaint; and I entered my visit in his log at
his request.

On the following day I fell in with her again, but did not go near her, but she
was under the same easy sail, and was then within nine miles of her former position.
I’did not see her again till on the 2nd instant, and then only about twelve miles ,to
windward of her former position, still under easy sail, and evidently not steering
for St. Paul de Loanda, though the Wind Was fair at the time. '

I then steamed up alongside of her, and hailed him to say I'Would come along-
side, which I did, accompanied by Mr. Christie, Second Master. I then said to the
captain, or mate as he called himself, “ You are making poor work of it ;” When he
answered, “Oh, do not speak, I am driven mad with these currents? I said to him,

“I am going to St. Paul’s and will tow you there.” He said, “ I shall be so glad,
I want to get into harbour, she leaks so.” He repeated this. I asked him then if
he would‘make the hawsers fast if I sent them to him; to which he immediately
acquiesced. I ,

I sent two hawsers to him and took him in tow. When about seven miles
outside the harbour of St. Paul’s, I sent a. boat to ascertain if he still wished to be
towed in, and he said “ Yes,” and said he was thankfulrfor being towed. ’

' Immediately on anchoring I waited on Captain Glendy, of the United States’
ship “ Saratoga,” and told him the whole circumstance, and he wrote to me the
next day to say that he had no doubt she was a slaver, and liable to detentionvand
fine by the Portuguese authorities, for having no captain and no manifest.

.I waited on his Excellency the Governor—General of the Province, in company
with Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s CominiSsiOner, and made his Excellency acquainted.
With my suspicions. ‘ y , 'y _ >

This vessel appears to be notarious, and is repeatedly mentioned in some of the
Iate Blue Books. She appears to have made ”one if not two successful runs; one
In 1859‘ With 800 slaves. ' I trust my mode of acting in this case Will meet With your
approval. No oflicerv-or man went outboard; he got the hawsers on board with his
own crew, and even put the parcelling on which I sent him. ' '

' ' ' I have, &c.- ' ,
Signed) HENRY J. RABY.
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Inclosure in No. 84.

Mum's. Christie and Nankwell to Commander Baby.

“ Alecto," at Sea, Lat. 6° 35' 8., Long. 12° 13’ E.,
Sir, September 27, 1861.

’I HAVE the honour to report to you that, in pursuance of your orders, I proceeded on board the American
b‘arque “J. .J. Cobb,” accompanied by Mr. E. R. Nankwell, Master’s Assistant. On going alongside and

receiving permiSSion’-to go on board, we went on deck, and were received by a. person who spoke broken Englidl,
and who said he was the mate, and that he was in charge of the ship, the captain having landed at Mayumba “ to
collect the cargo,” and the ship was bound to St. Paul de Loanda to piek him up again.

The mate showed me‘his papers, some of which I was unable tp read, being in Portuguese; her register
appears irregular, for in 'it the vessel is represented as belonging to Baltimore, and the mate said she belonged
to Boston, and on her stem is “ J. J. Cobb," New York. Her mutter list is also incomplete, inasmuch as no
master's name appears on it. I asked tobe allowed to muster the crew; the mate said, certainly; I did so, and
found scarcely one of them knew, his name as on the list; they were evidently not Americans.

I asked the mate if he had any objection to open his hatches; he said not the slightest, and immediately
ordered the main-hold to be opened. I went into the hold, as did also Mr. Nankwell, and found the cargo to
consist of a quantity of large casks (whether full or empty I do not know), and also a great quantity of rice or
farina in bags. The cargo was stowed so as to leave a clear space fore and aft the ship of about 5 feet in height;
a ledge of about three inches in width runs along her side, and is well suited to rest the ends of planks for a slave-
deck; she has also uprights in midships to secure the other ends of the planks to. I do not think there is an
Americanon‘hoard the vessel. She has two passengers on board, who, I should say, are either Portuguese or
Spatiis’h. When I asked the mate if he objected to open his hatches, I celled the coxswain of the gig up as a. witness
{Gemge Betteswotth, second captain fore-top). The mate was very civil, and said he had no complaint to make.
lihenvileft, having detained him about twenty minutes ; at his request, I noted my visit in his log.

V We have, 8m.
(Signed) GEO. CHRISTIE, Second Master, H171.8. “Alecia."

E. R. NANKVI’ELL, Master’s Assistant.

 

No. 485-

Commander Roby to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

“Aleeto,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 21’ 8., Long. 10° 55’ E.,
Sim, June , 1861.

:I BEG to ‘in'close herewith the report of the boarding officer on his return from
”boarding the fore and aft schooner "‘ Wells” under American colours, reported to
me as being fitted as a. privateer as well as a. siaver.

I have, 8w. ,
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY.

 

lnclosure in No. 85.

Lieutenant Kellsall to Commander Baby.

Bit, ' “Alecia,” at See, Jane $6, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to meport that, "in compliance with your dinections, I proceeded. accompanied 3by

Mr. G. Christie, Second Master, tetchasea fore—and aft schooner, and, pn boarding, found her to he the “ Wells,"
of Greenpoint, under American colours. I examined her register, thch appeared to be correct. The master
made no complaint, and wished no entry made in the ’log. '

I have, &c.
(Signed) T. M. .KELLSALL.

 

No; 86.

flomedore Edmanstone to :the Secretary to the Admiralty.

(Exam) . , “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, January 1, 21862.
‘ IN compliance with your letter dated the 10th September, 1861, addressed

to Admiral Walker or the Senior Officer at Sierra. .Leene, theduplicate of which
was sent to me, to call- upon Commander ‘Smith, of Her Majesty’s steam~,sloop
“march?” to state on What ghounds he visited the French Vessel “ Bertha ;” I now"
beg to mclose‘ a copy of that oflicer’s explanation of the circumstance, which, I
trust, will prove satisfactory to their Lordships.
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Inclosure in No. 86.

Commander Smith to Commodore Edmanstm.

r, , “ Torch,” Sierra Leone, November 26; 1%].

IN reply to your memorandum of October 22, directing me to state, for their Lordships’ information, on- what

ounds I caused the French brig “ Bertha” to he visited, I have the honour to inform you that on the 23rd of

July last, at about 5 RM, being off Cape Verga (bearing north-west about fifteen miles), a sail was reported to they

westward, when the “ Torch ” proceeded in chase.

On coming up with their vessel, and when between two and three miles off; a blank gun was fired to enforce

colours. After an interval of about twenty minutes, as no colours were shown, a second gun was fired ;no attention

being paid to the second gun, and when about 500 yards astern of her, a third blank gun was fired. On the

“ Torch " ranging up alongside, I hailed and desired her to show colours .md to heave-to, which I enforced by firing

two blank muskets. French colours were then hung- over the side, but as it was now dark, and there had been such

apparent reluctance to show colours, I considered it my duty to verify her nationality. I accordingly desired

Lieutenant Martin and the second master to visit this vessel and inspect the paper's. No complaint was made by

the master of the French brig, and the boarding Voflicers quitted her without delay.
«I have, 823'.

(Signed) J. H‘. SMITH.
 

No. 87. ,

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

(Extract) , “Arrogant,” at Ascension, January 2, 186.2.
ON referring to the annexed documents, it Will be seen howiutterly useless it

is for us to place any reliance Whatever on native promises. Even the Abbeokutans,
who have received so much consideration and support at our hands, break a. solemn
Treaty a few days after it is signed ; I allude to the one (a copy of Which is inclosed)
effected by Commander Bedingfeld to do away with the barbarous custom of
sacrificing human beings, which still prevails at Abbeokuta.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 87.

Commander Bedingfild to Commodore Edmamtane.

(Extract.) December 9, 1861'.
16th.——A MESSENGER arrived from Abbeokuta. Heard that another human sacrifice had taken place

there, and, from all accounts, in defiance of the Alake, who tried hard, or professed to do so, to prevent it. I in
consequence sent his messenger back, demanding a full explanation. .

5th.—-Received letters from the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta, in explanation of the recenthuman sacri-
fice, a copy of which was sent to the Acting Governor, and another annexed. I trust that the publicity now
given to the Treaty against this horrible crime will be of use, but’the power of the Alake is very small. From
private sources I hear that he is really in earnest, and is doing his best.

I regret to say I have been informed that another veSSel has shipped slaves near Whydah, the shipper being
the notorious De. Carvallo, who is now here going home by the mail. I think'it a pity something eannot he done
to these men, who come out openly in the mail-packet to Lagos, and proceed up to Whydah, and having got off
their cargo, return to Lagos to go home by the mail. '

As the “ Griti‘on " and “ Antelope” were both watching this vessel, I still hope I may hear of the capture, but
I have not heard of'any prisoners being landed along the coast. .

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 87.

Commander Bedingfild to Acting Governor Mo Cosby.

(Extract.) “Prometheus,” Lagos, ‘Nommtber 16, I861
I HAVE the honour to report to you, for your information, my proceedings at Abbeokutaa
We arrived on Tuesday the lst instant: on Saturday had an interview with the Alake and Chiefs. .Our

reception, in the first instance was not very cordial, but we understood each other better before I left. The usual
present of a goat, sheep, and two bags of cowries was made, and we appointed Monday the 4th for our first
pa aver.
' On Monday, after having received an explanation of the insulting answer to your letter; we entered, firstly,
Into the history of the war, the case of human sacrifice, kidnapping, and Mr. Crowther’s case.

The Alake and Chiefs paid me the compliment of coming to visit me on Tuesday the 5th; and 011! ml
pelaver, when the annexed Articles were signed, took place on Thursday the 7th. I had several privateintervwn
w1th the different Chiefs in the meantime, and endeavoured to explain matters fully. We started for this. place on
Tuesday morning.

The Alake having expressed his satisfaction at my having spoken plainly ‘to him upon-aII these subjects in
QUGSllona and having patiently listened to all they had to say, as a mark of their esteemhe presented me. with a
horse on‘leaving. '

I trust our visit will have done some good in queuing- thelpublic mindthewegand alleging the'ifl‘ritatieu against
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the Christians that was daily ipcreasing; and as I told the Alake and Chiefs plainly that we could not be friends
with them if they did not keep faith with us in their Treaty, and committed such abominations as human sacrifices,
kidnapping, 810., I think they will be more cautious for the future, and with a little careful diplomacy much may be
«lonetowards putting an end to'the war.

With regard to the insulting letter in answer to yours ofi'ering t9 mediate in the present war, it seems they
were in a great state of irritation, in consequence of some reports from Lagos that we wanted to pick a quarrel in
order to take Abbeokuta, most likely sent by the same party who lately advised the King of Ijebu not to receive
white men, for the same reason. They also did not clearly understand how you could be Acting Governor;
upon this being explained, they at once expressed their regret, and having written the annexed letter of apology,
'promised to treat you with all respect for the future.

I fear there is little doubt that the human sacrifice that lately took place outside the walls was done» by the
Alake’s directions, although he stoutly denies it; he seems to have b en persuaded to do it in order to insure
success in the war, and I suppose thought to clear himself by having it done by the Ifee people outside the town.
The man'who was ofi'ered was brought from Teseiu. I am sorry to say that I was informed that these human
sacrifices had taken place within the last few years. I told them if such a thing was to happen again, it would
most likely caase a rupture between us, and that we were quite sure to hear of it; and I also told them that the
English Government would insist upon their fulfilling their promises.

They professed allgsorts of contrition, of course, and declared we should never have occasion to complain of
their want of faith in' future.

The kidnapping is explained in this way: there seems little doubt: that the Ijees are starving, and that in
order to save some of their people they have been selling each other to great extent.

The Egbas made a law that the Ijee men who absented themselves from the war, and were found skulking
.at home, should be sold, as they declared the war was commenced op their account, and some have gone this
way; but I heard of one clear case of kidnapping in the town :——,‘A slave woman, left in the care of the
Rev. Mr. King whilst money was collected to redeem her, was stoleri and sold; she was afterwards recovered
and identified. The man belongs to a village in Abheokuta over which the Alake and Chiefs he has now
withhim seem not to have much power ;- they. however, tried the man and found him guilty, ordered him to go
Home to “ go to sleep” (or, in other words, take poison); it seems he' has objected to this quiet way of settling
matters and is still alive, and they are afraid of creating a civil war it they attempt to seize him whilst the war
Chiefs are away. The Alake gave me his word that he should not escape, and that I should shortly hear of his
capture and punishment. I told him that although we insisted upon the man being punished, we did not want
them to take his life, but if he was made to pay the redemption money for the woman and set her free, it would
be a sufficient warning to him this time; to this they agreed, and they also promised that they Would use all the
means in their power to stop the selling of slaves, although they confessed that they could not hope to stop it
entirely while the war was going on, as there are many ways of senqling slaves without coming to Abbeokuta;
and that anyof their enemies selling slaves on the coast are only too glad to say they come from them, in
order to create a bad feeling between them and the English; they haye sent men, as mentioned in the Articles
they signed, to Okeodon, to identify any Egbas selling people there.

The war palaver is still, I fear, far from being brought to a finish, as they seem about equally matched, and
without some intervention neither party like to give in. Their statement of the commencement and progress of
the war seems tome straightforward, as far as one can judge, hearing ohe side only.

They state that they have been always anxious for peace ; that it leas not until after the Ibaddans had taken
two or three of their towns in their endeavour to form a junction with Dahomey with the declared intention that as
soon as they had conquered the Ijees they would come on to attack Abbeokuta, that they were driven in common
prudence to take the field ; and that they have come to the determination to drive the Ibaddans beyond their limits in
order that they may live in security and return to their peaceful occupations. There is no doubt, I think, that the
King of Dahomey has much to do With the war ; he sends large presents to the Ibaddans and also Ijees : the latter
informed the Abbeokutans of the fact, and that Dahomey’s army marched out the last dry season to join the
Ibaddans if. possible, in order to attack Abbeokuta ; they were prevented by a severe visitation of small-pox obliging
them to return.

The spies have informed the Alake that'he (Dahomey) is now again making sacrifices and preparations for
another attempt this season; under these circumstances they beg us not to try and patch up a peace that would be
but short, and leave them in atmost insecure position. This is their story, and, from all the private information I
could pick up, I believe it is not far from the truth. The Illorins sent down just before I left to say they would
help the Abeokutans. I think it highly desirable to endeavour to communicate with the Ibaddans, and also the
King of Ijebu, so that if We find the former to be really in fault, and not amenable to reason, we might induce
the King of Ijebu to make a combination‘with the Egbas and Illorins to force them to quiet, and we might‘easily
put a. pressure on them from this side by stopping their supply of powder, &c., by the Icorrodu market. The
importance of putting an end to this war cannot be overrated, as it is the main supply of the Slave Trade in the
Sights, and is a perfect ruin to legal trade, and the advancement in civilization the natives were making before the
war commenced. Should we hear nothing by the mail on the 2151; to prevent it, and please God I remain in good
health, I should have no objection to try what can be done, as I believe it suficiently important as regards the
increase of the Slave Trade, legal commerce, and humanity, to justify me in leaving. my ship for a few 'weeks. I
have received a civil message from the King of Ijebu requesting me to some and see him with a present of sheep
and yams; and asrhe seems now inclined to be friendly, I hope somethi‘hg might be done to open out his magni-
ficent country to trade.‘
 

Inclosure 3 in No. 87.

The Alake and Chief? ofAbbeokuta Io Acting Gwernor Mo Coskm.

To his Excellency the Acting Governor.
(After the usual compliments.)

THE Alake and Chiefs regret that in their answer to a letter of the Acting Governor, ofl'ering to mediate
between the contending parties in the present war, the terms they made use of were considered offensive ; they now
beg to state that it was not their intention to insult Her Majesty’s Representative in any way, but simply to
decline the ofi'ered mediation.

_ (Signed) THE ALAKE, his N mark.
Written by order of the Alake and Chiefs, this 7th day of November, 1861.

(Signed) DAVID WILLIAMS. ‘
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Inclosure 4 in No. 87. '

Agreement with the Alain anal Chiefs qubbeo/mta.

IN consequence of the representation of Commander Norman B. Bedingfeld, R.N., Senior Officer of the

Bight Division of Her Majesty’s ships, the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta express their regret that there should

have been occasion for the complaint of their want of faith in keeping the Treaty made between them and Her

Majesty’s Government by Commander Forbes in 1852. They now solemnly declare that the three Articles

mentioned below, and to which they have now affixed their names shall be strictly enforced for the future, and be

at once made public. , .. _ _
lst. With a view of strictly enforcing the Ist Article of the above-rhentidned Treaty the Alake and Chlefs

hereby promise to stop the roads leading to Akeodon and other places by which slaves are sent to the Coast for

exportation, against such export, as far as it is in their power, and they will also punish severely any of their own

people against whom it can he proved that they have broken this law. '
2nd. The Alake and Chiefs also solemnly declare that now and after this date no human being'shall be

sacrificed either by them, their people, or others inside or outside the walls of the town, or anywhere else in their

territor . - y
31%, It having been fully explained to the Alaise and Chiefs by Commander Bedingfeld, the injury caused to

legal commerce by shutting the road between Lagos and Abbeokuta, out of friendship to the Queen of England
they are willing to promise that that road shall never again be stopped on any pretext whatever, without the
consent and approval of Her Majesty’s Government at Lagos, provided always that when it is deemed expedient
to prevent the Egbas from going to Lagos the merchants must provide themselves with canoe-men from that
(lace.
P Signed at the King’s Palace, this seventh day of November, 1861.

(Signed) THE ALAKE, his {*1 mark.
APESI ERUNOON, his M mark.
A. ROLOMO, his N mark.
APESI KENTPA, his N mark.
LEMO IPORU, his N mark.
NORMAN BV BEDINGFELD, Commander RJV, and Senior

Oficer que'r Majesty’s ships in the B'ghts Divisions.
RICHD. T. BURTON, Consul, Fernando Po.
HENRY EALES, Surgeon, Her Majesty’s ship “Prometheus."

Witnesses to the above signatures:
(Signed) DAVID WILLIAMS, Acting as Secretary to' the Alake.

S. WILLIAMS, Interpreter.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 87.

Captain Jones, 13.13., to the Alake and Chief? qubbeok'uta.

, Lagos, July 3, 1861.
THE Undersigned, Captain in Her Majesty the Queen of England’s army, offers his salutation and

respect to the Alake and Elders of Abbeokuta. It will be in their recollection that he has constantly impressed
upon them the advantage and desirability of obtaining peace with‘ the Ibadans as soon as possible, in order that
their tribe may return home and cultivate those peaceful occupations which had ,up to the commencement of the
present war brought them the blessings of commerce and intercourse with the subjects of the Queen Her Most
Gracious Majesty. '

Having proceeded to Lagos to await the arrival of the mail, and also consult with Her Majesty’s Acting
Consul, the Undersigned there received instructions to send 'back to Sierra Leone the soldiers which Were
intended to teach the Abbeokutans the art of firing big guns so as to preserve them from their enemies. Whereas
the Egbas now find themselves unable to drive away their enemies, which with much boasting they said they
would do. 'Your trade also is stopped, and great misery and unhappiness caused to the peeple. The Queen of
England and her subjects will now lose their good opinion and seek to trade with other tribes who will not run
into unnecessary wars. Seeing all this, Her Majesty’s Acting" Consul, and the undersigned Captain in her army,
are about to take a last step to bring about peace, when, if they should not succeed, it will be the painful duty of
Her Majesty’s Acting Consul to take' strong measures to restore trade invthe river, which you have kept shut up
contrary to the solemn promise made to the late Consul Foote, and all the advantages which > the trade with the
English have been the means of bringing to Abbeokuta may be lost for ever. ' ‘

The Undersigned, Captain A. Jones, desires, therefore, that the Alake and Elders will take his words into
their; serious consideration, and endeavoui‘ to bring their minds to accept terms of peace if they should be offered
0 t em. ’

Hoping that the terms of friendship and mutual regard hitherto existing between the English nation and the
Efglfiis tribe will not be interrupted, and with the sincere desire of the Undersigned for the earthly happiness
0 a . . ,

Always in much respect,
(Signed) ARTHUR T. JONES.

 

Inclosure 6 in'No. 8'7.

The Aldlce and Chiqfi- quIzbeolcuta ta Commander Bedingfild.

' , Aké, November 29, 1861.
THE Alake'and Chiefs send their respects to you, and wish you health. v . ,

. The Alake and Chief's do thaxikfully acknowledge the receipt of your letter dateti Lagos the 18th instant, and
111 feply to which they’ have to confess, with regret, that in reality another human sacrifiee has been offered
against their wish and without their knowledge, and 'they beg to inform you that althmigh they are the authorities

CLASS A.
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of the town, there are some hundred tOWnship‘s’ in Abhe'oh‘ut'a, each of which had its King and Chiefs, whilst in
their ruined towns each had its different way of worshipping its gods, and each town now manages its afi‘airs here,
and only an important case is usually brought before the AIa'ke. .

Some of these towns offered human sacrifices annually, which otheir towns never did ; this pl'zictice they have
continued to carry on since, and they must be specially spoken to before they can be prevailed on to give it up.

"When the Tr'eat'y was signed by the Alake and Chiefs, the townspeople in general Were not a'Wai‘e of it, and
’to make it kno‘Wn the Alalc-e and Chiefs took it. at once to consideration any fit day a public meeting should he
held, when the purport of the Treaty Would be publicly made known to all people, and ere this day arrived this
human sacrifice had already taken place, which having come to the hearing of the Aiake and Chief's, greatly grieved

them, not only on account of the breach of the Trealty, but because it was done greatly against their Wish ;
consequently the meetingday was deferred till the 27th instant, and a hesty reply to your 1ette‘1" alsokac‘cord'ing to
request, has been postponed, for it has been résolved on not to return a reply till‘ the meeting has been called, and
the Treaty be rehearsed to the difi‘erent townships, and their unanimous consent be re'Ceived.

The meeting 'was subsequently held on the abo‘ve-me‘ntioned date; it was well. attended both by the natives
and Europeans. a strict order was then given, accompanied with threatening to any township that may henceforth
venture to offer human sacrifice. The assembly being asked whether‘ they would keep the Treaty, a'll unanimously
answered they would do‘ so. ,

Having now been assured by the people in general, the Alake andChiefs have, therefore, seized the first
dpportimity to express their utter‘ignorance of this act, and to inform you of the terms they have come 'to with the
people respecting the same, and they have now solemnly promised tip hinder those townships fr‘o‘m anymore
ofl'ering‘ human sacrifices, and strbng measures will be taken with any towfis‘hips’ that would, henceforth, do~it, and
any one that may in future sacrifice human beings must either leave the town, otherwise the Alake will leaVe it for
them.

(Signed) THE ALAKE, his N mark.
APESI OF ERUWO‘N, ’his N mark.
APESI 0F KENITA, his N mark.
()KONLOMO, his .54 mark.

Written by me, by order of the King and Chiefs,
(Signed) _D. WILLIAMS.
 

No. 88.

Commodore Edmonston‘e to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Arrogant,” a! Ascension, January 2, 1862.
WITH reference to my letter of the 10th of September last, reporting the

orders that I had given to the Senior Officer of the North Division for proceeding
against King Catty, on the River Pongas (after communicating with the Governor
of Sierra Leone), with a. view to enforce due execution of his Treaty engagements, I
have the honour to state, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, thatvas his Excellency, in his letter to medated the 25th of October last,
of which the in‘closure is a copy, does not think it desirable to adopt hostile measures
against that Chief, no operations will be undertaken at present; but should it
at aey future time be necessary, the employment» of boats would scarcely be
required, or much eXposure to the men incurred, by reason of King Cattyf’s town
being accessible to vessels of the “ Torch’s” class.

I have, 8L0.
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.
 

Inclosure in No. 88.

Governor .Hill to Commodore Edmonstone.

(Extract) Government House, Sierra, Leone, October 25, 15861.
I HAVE the hoxiour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated the 10th ultimo, on the subjeet

of King Catty being mixed up with the Slave Trade in the Pongas River!
I have no moral doubt that King Catty, who is an habitual drunkard, and very' weak-minded man, is mixed

up with any siave—deailing' that may be carried on the Pongas; but he is such an imbecile that I cannot consider
him'worthy Of further notice than stopping his stipend, should it appear he has broken his Treaty engagements
by permitting anyislave-deaiing within theterritory under his jurisdiction. .

I . consider " '1'. Faber is the principal s'lave-dealer at the Pongas; but I cannot glean from my many
sources of information that the Slave Trade has increaSed at the Pongas‘ nor do I believe any slaves have been
shipped‘from thence since Commander Smith burned a vessel under Faber’s house in January last.

I hope I need not assure you that should Commander Smith, or any of your officers, require my assistance
or advice, I shall be too happy to afi'ord every information in my power relative to the Slave Trade, or any other
subject. -
 

No. 89.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, V “Arrogant,” at Ascension, January 2, 1862.
IN reference to your letter dated the 10th september, 1861, addreSSed to

Admiral Walker, or the Senior OfliCer at Sierra. Leone, to call upon Commander
Smith for a full report of all the circumstances» connected with the capture and
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destruction of a Spanish slaver by Her Majesty’s ,eteam—sloop ‘FTereh’.’ in the
Gallinas River, the vessel at the time being a prize to the Liberian schooner
“Quail,” I have the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of my Lords
CommissioneI'S'flf'the Admiralty, the duplicate of a letter which I have received from

?Commahder Smith dated the 30th November last, giving the explanation required
by their Lordships‘. ‘

" II have, 8w; '
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.

.
 

IncIosure 1 in No. 89.

Comander Smith to Commodore E'c‘hnonstom.

(Extract.) “ Torch," Sierra Leone, November 30, 1861.

WITH reference to your Memorandum of the 22nd October, directing me to furnish you,: for the information of

their Loniships, with a full report of all the eircumsta—nees connected with the capturewand destruction of a

Sganish slave-vesselv in the Gallinas River on the 13th June last, I have the honour to‘ inferm you that, en mi)?

retum to Sierra Leone. on the lOth June, his Excellency'the Governor informed me-thererw‘as eISpanish slave—

vesse] in the Gallinas River. I accordingly left as soon as possible {qr that locality, where I ‘arrived at daylight

on the 13th, when a. schooner was observed at anchor in that river. '

As the ‘surf was toe heavy to admit of our beets entering the river, I proceeded to So‘lyma to obtain

infoumetignvfrom the residents at an English factory there. On arriving off this factory e. ki'oqmen came eff and

informed me the schooner at the Gallinas was the Spanish sievesvessel we were in search of, .ofiering at the same

time to show us the best place for landing in the boats. I returned with him to the Gallinas. and after

reconne’itering for the best place to attempt to land, I detached the two whale-boats at 1'15 P.M., under the command

of Lieutenant Martin, with orders to seize the said slave-vessel; the boats landed safely, and proceeded for the

slayer, as narrated by Lieutenant Martin, whose report I inclose.

At 2'11 P.M. the slaver was reported to have hoisted American comets, which proved to he Liberian.

At 2'40. PM. the- boats were alongside the schooner, and shortly afterwards hpisted the b1uee‘nsign.

At 3 P.M. the Liberian schooner “Quail" arrived and anchored, when I sent Mr. Cunningham, Second

Master, to hoard her, with the customary complimentary message, and likewise to ask if the Commander welfld

inform me why the Spanish slave-vessel had hoisted the Liberian colours. On his return, Mr. Cunningham] informed

me that the “ Quail ” hadseized this vessel sixteen days before, on the grounds _of her being engaged in the Slave

Trade in Liberian waters. ' ,

The following morning, having in the meantime very maturely weighed and considered what course of

conduct I had better pursue under the circumstances, I dispatched Mr. Cunningham, Second Master, with my

compliments, to inform the Commander of the “Quail " that lhad signalized to Lieutenant Martin to destroy the

slave-vessel by fire, which was accordingly done. .

It appeared to me, that the Liberian Government were affiaid to act decisively in the matter. I accordingly

wished to co-operate with them in their very praiseworthy endeavours in suppressing the Slave Trade, and therefore

I consider I assisted them very materially in their good intentions when I decided to burn this veSSel for them,

heping, as I did at- the time, to release them 'from any unpleasant misunderstanding with the Spanish nation,

assist to render it impossible for any Spanish vessel of war to recapture her. ' .

The statement of Mr. MingoCamey, Second Officer of the “Quail,” who was in charge of the Spanish

slaver, on our appearing on the morning of the 13th, that he showed his colours to us, is not true. No colours

were hoisted until our boats were safe in the river on the afternoon of that day. I irfclose a declaration to that

effect.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 89.

Lieutenant Maria»; ta Commander Smith.

(Extract) “ Torch,” Sierra Leone, 1Vouember 3Q, 1861.

IN compliance with your instructions, ceiling 'upon me to give you a. full and detailed account 'of all the

cifienmstancesrconneebed with the burning of the Spanish slaveaschooner‘in theyGalIinas River, on the 14th June

138i. I have the honour to inform you that‘after landing and hauling the beets across the beach -i_n-tp a brauch.,ef

the river. varoceeded for the vessel. which was concealed by bushes, 'and on sighting her I observed that she was

flying Liberian colquns. ‘ , 9
"On our arpi-val on board, 'I found “her: in eharge of” a party from the ‘._‘~Quail‘.” I then opened the hatches,

and examined the halitemi being satisfied that the vessel was engaged in the Slave Trade, I pointed out to this

person that the Liberians had no Treaty with ‘rSpain‘ for the‘suppressien'of the Slave Trade, and that as. the

Gallinas. Was not. within the Liberian territory, they had,,nov1tight to seizethe vessel, to whichhe assented. I

then, with his consent. hauled down the Liberian flag, hoisted the English ensign, and took charge at the schooner.

 

Inclesure 3‘i_n No, 89.

J5me ‘13, 18.6.1.

“ Torch,” Sierra; Leone, November 30, 186) .

WE, the umiersigmdyofioers, having been on deck; doing duty in our respective callings,_ on the mening-

of June 13, 1861,} do hereby positively declare that no colours were shown from the Spanish slaver maids

Beclamfi‘an respecting-the Calou'rs qf’a, Spaniel: Slaver in the Gallium River mt bei/flg'fiaified >0“
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the Gallinas River, on the occasion of the “ Torch” passing the entrance of that river, on the afore-mentiou'ed

mmmg' (Signed) T. J. MARTIN, Lieutenant.
WM.. T. CUNNINGHAM, 2nd Master.
JOSEI‘PH PENDENIS, Acting Boatswam.

I can also personally declare to the truth of the above statement, having heen constantly on deck during
th '1) watchin this vessel ver attentive] .
e morn! g, g y y (Signed) T. H. SMITH, Commander.

1

 

No. 90.

Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Edmonstone.

“Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 53’ 8., Long. 12° 5’ E.,
Sir, Jamuary 2, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to report that yesterday, 1st instant, when cruizing
between Ambrizette and the River Congo, Manghe Grande bearing at noon
north 79, east 61 miles, at 1'30 P.IM. I observed and chased a schooner, which vessel
I came up with at 6'20 P.M., and found her without name, papers, or colours, but
with about 500'slaves on board. I therefore took possession, and despatched her
the same night to St. Helena, under charge of Mr. Warren, Second Master, and eight
men, with orders to place her in the Vice-Admiralty Court for adjudication.

The slaves had been on board two days, but I was unable to ascertain Where
they were shipped, or any information respecting the vessel.

I presume from where I captured her the negroes were taken on board at the
same place as the “ Syms,” captured on the 29th Octqber last.

Inclosed is a. copy of the Report of examination of the vessel, and health of the
crew.

I hewe, 81c. .
(Signed) H. R. WRATISLAW.

'\

 

Inclosure in No. 90.

Messrs. Keenan and Santa to Commander Wratislaw.

Sir, , f‘ Ranger,” at Sea, January 2, 1862.
HAVING been on board the schooner, name unknown, containing about .500 slaves, and captured yesterday

afternoon, we have the honour to report to you that we consider the slavee particularly healthy, and the vessel well
found in everything necessary for them, and that the schooner is sufficiently roomy to convey them to St. Helena.

We have, 81c.
(Signed) ‘C. KEENAN, Assistant Surgeon.

GEO. SANTO, Gunner, 3rd Class.

 

No. 91.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “Arrogant,” Fernando Po, March 3, 1862.
WITH reference to your letter dated the 30th May last directing me to

carry out the Wishes of his Grace the Duke of Newqastle, and endeavour to make
peace between Little Popoe and Aghwey people who are at war with one another,
I have the honour to transmit herewith, for the information 'of my Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, copies of reports of proceedings, &c., which I have received
from Lieutenant Dolben, late in temporary command of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel
“ Bloodhound,” who was employed'on that duty.

I am quite of Commander Bedingfeld’s opinion, as expressed in his letterto
me of the 26th November last, of which Inclosure Ne. 1 is a copy, that both those
towns are inhabited by a lawless and slave-dealing opulation, who immediately
they are in want of slaves enter into hostilities with one another, and I do not
believe that the people of Little Popoe deserve any more consideration at our'hands
than the Aghwe people; in fact, it would appear from Lieutenant Dolben’s report
that the latter, i anything, need protection from the former. '

. I have, 8w.
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE;
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lnclosure 1 in No. 91.

Commander Bedingfild to Commodore Ednianstone.

Sir, > “Prometheus,” Lagos. November 26, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to return the correspondence relating to Little Popoe, and also the report of

Lieutenant Dolhen, Her Majesty’s ship “ Bloodhound,” who was sent there, as I could not leave this place

self.
my You will see that he found the people actually wanting- protection were those of Aghwey, but Lieutenant

Dolben had no orders to offer it to them, which he states in 'his letter of proceedings he has done; and as they

have signed the inelosed Agreement, they have already asked for it against the Popoes, who, when called upon,

refused to sign any agreement whatever for peace, and scorned the offer for protection.
The facts are just these : both the places are inhabited by a lawless set of slave-dealing vagabonds, who are

constantly at war when they want slaves; at one time Popoe, and at another time Aghwey has the advantage,

and both are actually under the sway of Dahomey. Little can be done there until energetic measures are carried

out from this place along the Lagoon, so as to cripple Dahomey, and stop the export of slaves, when these petty

villages will settle down to peaceful occupations. .

I have, 8m.
(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 91.

Lieutenant Dalbm to Commodore Edmomtom.

(Extract.) “Bloodhound,” Cape Coast Castle, October 18, 1861.
I HAVE to inform you that in obedience of orders of Commander Bedingfeld, Her Majesty's ship

“ Prometheus,” Sehior Oflicer of the Bights Division, I left Lagos roads on the 12th instant for Aghwey, to
endeavour to make peace between that village and Little Popoe, according to the wishes of Her Majesty’s Govern—
ment.

On landing at Aghwey I saw the man who is designated as Queen Koomie, who appears to he the Chief
there; also the other Chiefs.

I told them what I had come for, and after about two hours’ palaver they signed the inclosed Treaty for peace
with the people of Little Popoe .

They do carry on the Slave Trade there, but from the fact of their pressing me to ask Government to send
them somebody to trade with them, that masters of vessels were afraid to come on shore on account of the war,
but that if they had a white trader in the place they had plenty of trade to make. I believe that by encouraging
legal trade there, a stop must be put on the Slave Trade, or at any rate a check. I omitted to state before that
from the statements of the Chiefs of Little Popoe from those of Pedro Kodgo, and of a Dutch trader there,
besides from what I heard in the first place from the canoe men as I was going on shore, I discovered that King
Dahomey is on very good terms with them, and that there is frequent communication between that place and Little
Popoe. Several bags of cowries were sent down to Kodgo some little time ago. Kodgo stated that they were in
return for goods that the Dahomey people stole from him when they had war with Little Popoe Lawson speaks
about human sacrifices ; he has some right to do that, as only a short time ago a man was ‘caught at Little Popoe
poisoning the wells. The Chiefs cut a. piece of flesh out of his shoulder, cooked it, and then made him eat it; then
they burnt him. ‘

I hope the above account will give you an idea of the state of afi'airs here, and that I have done what I could ;
one thing must be remembered, that in landing at these places you are wholly in the power of the natives, as you
must be dependent upon them for getting ofi' again. '

Even now, which is the best time of the year, no ship’s boats can land.

 

Inclosure 3 in‘ No. 91.

Agreement. -
Aghwey, October 14, 1861.

, I PROMISE to fight no more with the people of Little Popoe, except, suppose they come attack my town,
then I drive them away; no more. Suppose they make peace palaver, I make peace palaver.

(Signed) ' ' CHIEF QUACHIE. his {)4 mark.
CHIEF LARTURY, his >4 mark.
CHIEF PHILIP, his N mark.
MRS. ILLEWAY, his N mark.

" , CHIEF DADOREY, his #4 mark.
Witnesses: QUEEN 'KOOMIE, his N mark.

(Siggled) A. D. M. DOLBEN, 1Liew’emmt and Commander. ,
J. W. JAMES, Assistant Surgeon.
F. W. HAMPSHIRE, Engineer in charge.
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Ieclosure 4, in No. 91,.

Lieutenant Dolben to the Chief? ngghwey.

“B100dhound,” Aghwey, October 14, 1861.
WHFREAS you have signeda statement before me this day that you will act no moreon the aggressive

towards the inhabitants of.'Little~Popoe, you are hereby informed that the same statement will be required £rom
the people of "Little Popoe towards you ; and if either party commence hostilities again, they will have to stand
the consequences from Her Britannia Majesty’s Government for breach, of Treety.

(Signed) W., D. M DOLBEN.

 l .

' Inclosure 5 in No. '91..

Lieutenantflalbeu m Gommadpm Eclhmnstam.’

Sir, “Bloodhound,” at Sea, November 16, 1861, Aghwey N.E'. % 1V. 3 miles.
I' HAVE the honour to informlyou that, having received intelligence at Accra that Mr. Lawson had gone to

Little Popoe from Sierra Leone, wishing, if possible, to carry out furth r your instructions in Memorandum dated
“ Arrogant.” St. Paul de Luanda, August 20, 1861, with reference to making peace between Aghwey and Little
Popoe, en the arrival of the ship under my command at Qella Cofl‘er, 1 proceeded in the cutter to, Little Popoe.
When I landed there I found that Mr. Lawson had not come, but a messenger from him, Mr. Jackson, with a
copy of the petition from Mr. Lawson to his Grace the Duke of New astle. I saw M. Hausek, 'a Dutch trader,
who when Iwas there before, was kind enough to let me have the palaver in his house. He informed me that
the Chiefs, since the arrival of Mr. Jackson, were very much dissatisfied with what I had done, or, rather, had not
done, when I was there before. As he, Mr. Jackson, had read the petltion to the Chiefs, and had read a certain
part of the end, thus, “ that Her Majesty's Government will be graciohsly‘pleased to grant their protection to his
countrymen against those Chiefs who endeavour, if possible, to deetroy them, and dispo‘ssess them of their
countr .”

This they suppose I ought to have done. M. Hausek told them the contrary, but they would not believe it.
Healso told methat the Chiefs had then said that they would have waif, and that even if the English burnt their
town, they would go'into the bush and fight the Aghwey people. I ha‘d not time that evening to have awpalaver,
and after the way the Chiefs had behaved, I would not wait to see them the next day, so I told Mr. Lawson, in
the employ of‘Mr. Hansel: (the King’s cousin), to tell the Chiefs what was actually written in the petition.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) W. D. M. ,DOLB‘EN.

 

Inclosure 6 (in No. 9.1.

The Chiqfé. qughwey to Lieutenant Dolben.

WE beg the favour to write these few lines to the Consul to know what’s been happened to us. On the 19th
instant of O’ctober, the Her Majesty’s ship “ Bloodhound," Lieutenant and Commander, they come in here to let
us sign the Treaty, that we may not take war to Little Popoe. We told him plainly that we will not do any
more war. But'when Little Popoe people try and come with war, then we shall fight with them too, and the
accountol’ the Queen’s name we 'did sign the Treaty. And now Pedro Cevdgue send-to shoot one of our King’s
brothers, Escopol Poorfellow, travelling from Cordah to some village lladuhay. So we write to Counsel to tnink
about this case, as we are under the English, we will never refuse what English men of war, we tell us. We will
always believe their will tell us.

We are, «1w.
(Signed) CABOCIAN HOOMIE, S. Mayhsty.

EGGOO, his {>4 mark.
OBARGA, his N mark.
QUASHEE, for OROSO, his >4 mark.
‘ILLAINEE, his N mark.
TARTUY ISAITUE, his 54 mark.

The Chiefs sigu—

 

No. 92.

Commander Smith to Commodore .Edmonstone.

“Torch,” at Sea, Lat. 6947’ '18., Long. 11° 50’ E.,
(Extract) March 4, 1862.

I HAVE 'the honour to report to you that I this day chased and captured a
brig fully equipped for the Slave Trade, but no slaves were on board: name and
nationality unknown. V '

1 believe this vessel was of Spapish build, and touched at Lisbon last,
andt1:11tended to have shipped her slaves (650) at Mangue Grande, latitude 6° 47'
sou .
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On a blank gun being fired to enforce colours, the French ensign} was

"ted.
hmson getting within hail; I hailed to say I wished to send a boat on boergl.
Accordineg, Lieutenant Martin and Mr. Cunningham, Master, proceeded to Vlsrt

the vesselybut befOre they got alongside the French flag was hauled down and

thrown overboard. _ . ,

. No other colours or papers were found on board, and I' dispatched her at

1 RM. the same day, with Lieutenant Martin in charge, to St. Helena, for adjudr-

catiom ,

 

No‘ 93.

Commodore EdMonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty..

(Extract) “Armgant,” of Lagos,-Apri-l 8, 1862.
WITH reference to your letter dated 23rd January- last, respecting a shipment:

of slaves having recently taking place at Whydah, and_-the increase of the Slave
Trade in these Eights, having called upon Cemmander Bedingfeld, of'Her Majesty’s
steam—sloop “ Prometheus,” the late Senior Officer of the Eights Division, to furnish

me with any information on the subject in his power, knowing very We‘ll ifflthe ship-
ment had taken place it Would certainly be public at Lag0s ;- I have the honour to
forward that officer’s reply, dated the 12th ultimo, for the information of my Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, and regret to say that the intelligence furnished
by Her ngesty’sflConsul at Rotterdam appears to be only too true; and I believe-

that the blave Trade, from various causes, has increased on the seaboard 0f
Dahomey’s territory.

I am sorry to add, that While at Whydah I heard of a very large shipment
having taken place onlya few days before in a screw steamer flying French colours.
"Il‘lhis is in all probability the “ Noc Dacqm‘,” but I did not see any suspicious vessels
t ere. '

 

Inclosure in No. 93.

Commander Bedingfild to Commodore Edmonstone.

(Eth‘act.) , . , “ Prometheus,” Lagos, March 12, 1862.
IN reply to your Memorandum of the 11th of February, 1862, from Sierra Leone, directing, me to report to

you my opinion as to the increase of the Slave Trade in the Eights, I have the honou‘fl‘fi“? inform you that the duly
vessels that I have information of having shipped, all of' them at 01‘ near Whydah, are the “African,” in July last,"
“ Thos. Acorn,” in December, and “ Seaman," this last month 5 the cutter “ Pbrto Novot’HWas also reported to
have shipped, but she was' afterwards boarded empty, and she is under a heavy bond in the Brazils. ‘

The three fermer vessels were under American colours, and there being no American mau-of-war on the
coast, and the orders being .so positive not'to molest tnem, render it next to impossible to prevent their" shipping,
as‘ they keep their paper andflag to‘ the last.»

Other ships may have got away with perfect impunity, as, owing to the cession 0f LagOS'and‘ the' non-arrival
of the troops, I was obliged to keep a vessel almost constantly outside. The “ Antelope ” had to go away with the
.SiCk’ so that Whydah has frequently and unavoidably been left unwatchec‘z, and the shippers have the, very‘best
Information of the movements of the me‘n-of—war from their 'fi'iends here. The “ Seaman; " actually remained
here for orders.. * '
. I'l'egret to say, therefore, that the trade has increased, and likely to increase still further, as Dahomey has
Just been on a slave-hunt, and has captured a large town called Meeco,vnear Porto Novo.

 

No. 94.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. ,

MY Lord, . , "" Arrogant? ofl' Lagos, April 8, 1862.
,. I HAVE. the honour to incleseg for the information of my Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty, a. copy of a- letter dated the 12th u]tim‘o,-Which-I have‘received
from Commander Raby, of'Her Majesty’s .steam-sloop “ A‘l'ecto,” late Senior Officer
or the South Division, respecting some copper mines to the8szf‘:uthxward of Benguela.

I have, , .-.. I .,
(Signed) W.- EDMONSTONE;
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Inclosure in No. 94.

Commander Baby to Commodore Edmanatone.

(Extract) “Alecia," art Sem,.March 12, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report that having heard a great deal abeut the richness of some copper mines to the

southward of Benguela, lately granted by the Portuguese Government to Senhor F. A. Flores, I determined to
visit them, to ascertain personally the truth of those statements.

I called at Benguela in October last, and made inquiries as to the position of Cino, and arrived at that- place
on the lst November.

M. .I. J. Monteiro, the manager of the mines, is a very accomplished gentlemen, and has received a flrst-rate
English education; has been his Whole life in England, and has thoroughly English ideas ; he has a diploma from
the Government School of Mines, and is a correspondent of Sir J. W, Hooker's.

I may add that Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at St. Faul de Loanda, has known M. Monteiro for
some years, and has the highest opinion ,of him. I accompanied him to the mines; they are situated about four

V miles from the beach, the road for the first three miles being over a dead flat, at the termination of which the rocky
hills commence, and rise so suddenly to the height of 400 feet, as to r=nder the formation of an inclined plane and
tramroad to the beach very easy. Once at the top of this hill, abou‘t three-quarters of a mile brings you to a
hollow in the hills in which copper seemed to be in great abundanqe, cropping out on all sides, and the whole
surface appeared one bed'of copper ore. Although working with merely crowbars and shovels, and native labour,
M. Monteiro was obtaining and sending down to the beach about sever‘t tons of copper ore daily, containing on the
average 25 per cent. of copper; and the ore was improving as he rot further from the surface. With proper
machinery, and adequate means, I should think these mines would be qf immense value.

The whole tract of country concederl to Se'nhor F. A. Flores by the Portuguese Government, in that locality,
is about nine square miles. Cino Bay is the hay described in the “ Directory ” as Leach, and famous, in former
days, as a shippingplace for slaves from Benguela.

The great inconvenience is the utter’ absence of fuel and water, hath requiring to be brought a considerable
distance.

I heard, on my last visit to St. Paul de Loanda, that Senhor Flores has received a fresh grant of land, to the
same extent, some few miles inland of Benguela.

 

No. 95.

Rear-Admz'ml Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty

(Extract) “'Narcissus,?’ Simon’s Bay, March 29, 1862.
‘ COMMODORE EDMONSTONE’S Report on the Slave Trade on the West

Coast of Africa, dated the 7th of November, 1861, has recently reached me, and a
copy of it having already been forwarded to you, fer the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, by that officer, I have only to add the following
remarks thereon.

The above-mentioned Report embraces the period between the 1st January
and 30th September, 1861, four months of Which is prior to my assuming the
command, and during the remaining time I have been prevented by a variety of
circumstances from visiting that part of my station, so that these observations are
gathered from letters received.

Taking into consideration the several operations which have been performed
by the squadron under the orders of Commodore Edmonstone, I consider that the
active movements of Commodore Edmonstone, amt the vigilance of the squadron,
have been satisfactory. From the Returns transmitted to me I gather that the
cruizers are, on the whole, efficient, and generally healthy. '

I regret to learn that the deplorable Traflic in Slaves has shown an increase
upon the previous six months; owing, nodoubt, to the withdrawal of the American
squadron, which had, really begun to make some effort to stop it in their own
merchant—ships; and I am apprehensive that the eontemplated state of affairs in
North America Will stimulate the Spanish and other dealers to greater activity in
this unlawful pursuit, as, in the absence of the United States’ ships of war, the
American flag will be used almost With impunity to cover their nefarious transac-
tions. . -

I am sorry to find, and I would desire to call their Lordships’ attention to
the fact, that there is another scheme of emigration of negroes now being carried
on between St. Paul de Loanda and the Island of St. Thomas by the Portuguese
authorities; Whatever grounds may be assigned for these proceedings, it is‘ feared
that they will lead to abuse; particularly with a Government, so limited in its
p0wers on the West Coast of Africa as that of Portugal.

Commodore Edmonstone’s full and interesting account shows a decline of
Slave Trade in the North and Bights Division, in which ’I can only trace four
captures of small empty vessels. This,‘I think, may be attributed to the steady
progress of legitimate commerce, to the extension. of the territories of Liberia, and
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to the occupation of Lagos, which, together With the Settlements on the Gold

Coast, are fast closing up the seaboard in that direction to all illicit Traffic.
The River Congo and adjoining coasts, north and south, are the favourite

haunts for the Spanish and American slavers, and it is from these localities that

most of the shipments are reported to have taken place. By'Commodore Edmon-
stone’s Returns, the numbers embarked during the nine months terminating on the

30th September, 1861, are as follows :—

 

V Negroes.

Captured by British cruizers . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,043
Ditto by United States’ cruizers .. . . . . . . n . . 1,600
Reported to have been embarked in vessels escaped . . ' . . . . . . 6,450

Total from Congo and coast adjoining . . . . . . . 9,093
(Making about an average of 12,000 a-y'ear.)

There are rumours of shipments at Whydah, but they are doubted. .
It is a source of much satisfaction that a time has been fixed for the discon-

tinuance of the free emigration of negroes, a system which, however it may be
designated, has helped to increase the horrors of slavery in Africa.

The time, Itrust, is fast arriving When all the maritime Powers Will jointly
co-operate for the suppression of the export Slave Trade. Such a step towards.

’ civilization, together with the steady progress of Christianity,must inevitably crush
the thirst for it, now only kept alive by narrow-minded policy. ' '

The great exertions of England during the last halflcentur , if they have
not been successful in the extirpation of the revolting Slave Trade, have at
least brought about a growing taste for the cultivation of the land and legitimate
commerce, now manifested in the increasing annual exports from>Western Africa of
its palm oil,- cotton, ground—nuts, &c.; sources Which will furnish abundance. of
labour for its own population, and develop produce far more profitable than that
of the sale of human flesh and blood. ‘ ,

The establishment of Consuls with magisterial powers, to protect the natives
from lawless dealers, as well as to enforce good faith in business transactions,
will, in my opinion, be of great advantage wherever there is .a disposition to
'open‘fair trade. The prOgress of lawful commerce has been frequently checked
and interrupted by unprincipled agents and supercargoes not fulfilling their
engagements, &c. The Consuls would stop such practices,zand afford means to?
the natiVes to redress their grievances,-and their presence would also have a whole-
some efl’ect on slave-dealers. ,

I regret much that the unsettled state of our foreigh' relations in the early
part of this year has detained me at the Cape of Good Hope, and prevented my
visiting the West Coast Of Africa during the favourable season, as I am most
anxious to obtain personal observation of the statelof the Slave Trade, as well as of
the progress of British interests in that quarter, to enable me to report more fully
upon these important subjects. ,

 

No. 96.

Commander Mc Hardy to Rear'Admiral 8131-3. Walker.

‘ Sir, V , , “Penguin,” at Sea, May 2, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that this day! sighted a barque which
showed‘Spanish colours; I suspected her to be engaged in the illicit Traffic of ,
Slaves, and, therefore, caused Mr. Cole, Second Master, and second in command of
Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Penguin,” to board her. I inclose a copy of his
Report.

' I have, 8w. '
(Signed) J. G. G. MC HARDY.

 

Inclosure ih No. 96.

Mr. Cole to Lieutenant Me Hardy.

Sir, . V “Penguin,” at Sea, Mag 2, 1862.

in EN pursuance to an order received from you, I boarded the Spanish barque “ Matilde," and- make the follow-
3 @011}:—

CLASS A.
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, That on boarding the said barque, after having shown the Master the Special Instruction from the
Admiralty for Her Majesty’s‘ ship “ Penguin ” to carry the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain into effect,
giving also the required certificate of Form No. 2, I proceeded to exarhine her papers, which were correct, and
after a careful search, made with all due regard to propriety, I found her to be a legal trader.

Before leaving the vessel, having ofi'ered to make an entry in her 10g, which was accepted by the master,
I did so. The time of detention was forty minutes, no complaint being tnade whatever.

I beg to state that during the examination of the vessel IIVEas accompahied by Mr. Maxwell, clerk.
lave, &c.

(Signed) JAMES COLE, Acting Second Master.

 

1

No. 97.

Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone.

Sir, “ ITorch,” at Sea, April 26, 1862.
- I HAVE the honour to report that I this day caused the American barque

“Lark,” of Greenport, to be boarded by Mr. W. J. Cunningham, master, When
cruizing ofl' Mangue Grande. This vessel hove—to of her own accord, evidently
wishing to communicate.

The register was examined and appeared correct, and a notation of the Visit
was made in the ship’s log at the request of the master.

I inclose a copy of the boarding officer’s report.
I have, &C.

(Signed) F. E. SMITH.

 

Inclosure in No. 97.

Mr. Cunningham to Commander Smith.

“ Torch,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 40’ 8., Long. 12° 10' E.,
Sir, April 26, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to report that in compliance with your orders I boarded the American barque “ Lark,”
and examined her register, which was apparently correct.

At the request of the master, I made a notation in the log of my haying done so.
There was no complaint made of the visit.

I have, &c. V
(Signed) W. J. CUNNINGHAM, Master.

 

No. 98.

Commander Perry to 00mmodore Edmonstone.

Sir, . “ Grt'fl‘on,” of Black Point, March 27, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to inform you that at 4'15 P.M. of this date, While ,off

Black Point in latitude 5° 0' south and longitude 11" 45’ east, I observed a barque
and small schooner in company. I at once chased; the schooner made sail, and
stood in for land; the barque stood out to seaward. v

On nearing I lowered a cutter, and sent her in charge of Lieutenant Acklom
to endeavour to cut schooner off from the land ; went on myself ‘in chase of barque.
At 6 P.M. I boarded barque, and found her'to be a veesel of about 300 tons, without
name, papers, or colours ; she was fully equipped for the Slave Trade. I therefore
seized her, and have sent her to St. Helena for adjudication.

From some of the crew I learnt that the barque had left New York on the
1st of December, and touched at Campeche in Mexico, where she received some of
her slave cargo;

She was to have shipped 800 slaves at Black :‘Point on the morning of the
28th March, and conveyed them to Puerto Rico. ‘

At 7'30 P.M. Lieutenant Acklomreturned on board, having seized the schooner;
which had been deserted by her crew. ' '

On the following morning I, examined her, and found on board a cooking
copper, some rice, farinha, and water; as she was too small and unseaworthy to
send to St. Helena, I caused her to be surveyed, measured, and burnt. I have
forwarded the billet-head, anchor, and a pig of ballast belonging to her to St. Helena
for adj udication. ,

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN L. PERRY.
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No. 99;

Commodore Edmonstone to‘ the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Arrogant,” Kinsembo, May 19, 1862.

IN forwarding the inclosed copy of a letter dated 12th instant, with its inclosure,

which I have received from Commander Smith, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Torch,”

reporting the boarding of the Portuguese brigantine “ Liberdade,” I have the honour

to state, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on

my recent visit to St. Paul’s de Loanda, I made a point‘of having an interview with

his Excellency the Governor of Angola, on the subject of this (said to be free)

emigration to St. Thomas. '

His Excellency gave me distinctly to understand that he was acting in

accordance With instructions from Lisbon, and could not accede to my request

to suspend operations, pending the views of Her Majesty’s Government; and as I

do not feel myself justified in taking the serious responsibility of detaining a vessel

met with at sea under similar circumstances to the “ Liberdade,” although I believe

the negroes thus imported into St. Thomas are only nominally free, I beg to request

you will be pleased to move their Lordships to submit the matter for the decision

of Her Majesty’s Government.
, I have, 8w.
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.

 

Inclosure I in No. 99. ,

Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonston'e.

Sir, V ‘ v - “ Torch," St. Paul de Loanda, May 12, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to report to you that on the 19th of April, 1862, in latitude 7° 15’ south, longitude

11° 52' east, I boarded the Portuguese brigantine “Liberdade” from Luanda to St. Thomas, having upwards

of 60 negroes on board as passengers, provided with passports from the Governor-General of Angola, apparently

all correct. ‘

I inclose the boarding oflicer’s report.
I had previously received a communication from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loandag calling my

attention to the fact of this vessel preparing in the harbour for this voyage, and urging me (in compliance with

instructions they had recently received from Earl Russell) to take the necessary steps to board. and examine any

such vessels, in order by strict inquiry to ascertain whether these negroes were de facto free, and if not, to

detain‘ and bring them into port for adjudication before the Mixed Commission Court.

As the boarding officer’s report was so very clear as to the fact of these negroes proceeding to St. Thomas

of their own free will and accord, as far as he could ascertain, and no complaints of any kind having been made

by the negroes,’ I accordingly allowed the vessel to proceed on her voyage, as 'has been the usual course pursued

by Her Majesty’s cruizers hitherto.
‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) F. H. SMITH.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 99.

Mr; Cunningham ta Commander Smith.

Sir, 7 - " Torch,” St. Paul. de Loanda, May 12, 1862;

IN compliance with your orders on 19th April, I visited the Portuguese brigantine “ Liberdade," accompanied

by Mr. Joseph Beedeu, boatswain, and Alexander Hughes, ward-room steward, a'native of'Africa,‘ and who has

a fair knowledge of the Portuguese language, to act as interpreter. '

On going on board I saw the master, who informed me through the interpreter that he was from St. Paul’s

d6 Loanda, and bound to the Island of St. Thomas With 65 negroes, free emigrants, and four Portuguese

passengers, and that his crew consisted of 17 men, including himself; after exaxfiining his papers and passports

from the Governor-General of Angola for the negroes, I proceeded to count his crew and passengers, separating

the crew from the negroes, and found them to correspond with his papers and statements; and, as far as I could

ascertain, to the best of my knowledge and belief these negroes were going to the Island of St. Thomas of their

own free will and accord. No Complaint Was made’by the negroes, who appeared to be quite happy and

contented.
I have, 8m.

(Signed) WM. J. CUNNINGHAM, Master.

 



132 , REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. ,

No. 100.

Captain Philips to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

“ Brisk,” at Sea, Ll‘lt. 5° 58’ 8;, Long. 11° 50' E.,
> April 23, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that having‘ received information of three
vessels being some miles up the River Congo inteiiding to ship slaves the first
opportunity, on Saturday, April 19th (having previoqsly detached boats in opposite
directions); I took up a position in latitude 5° 58’ sohth, longltude 11° 50’ 30” east,
about twenty-three miles from the entrance of the riyer, in the hopes of being able
to intercept them coming out. . .

On Tuesday, April 22nd, at a quarter to 5 in the afternoon, it being very misty,
a sail was reported'coming from the. direction of the :‘river. The Senior Lieutenant,
Henry G. Belson, and Acting Lieutenant Elwyn, both went aloft to make her Out,
and said they thciught she was a brigantine.

As it was so near dark, I did not consider it advisable to let her see us, so
waited until after sunset, when I weighed and proceeded in chase, u‘nder steam, and
at 7-15 observed the vessel on lee bow, which proved to be a ship, under all sail,
but with no lights. I altered course for her, and fired a blank gun, When she
showed .her how lights, and one on quarter.

I hailed her of my intention of dropping a boat, but not understanding her
repl , I fired another blank gun, steamed ahead, sent the Senior Lieutenant in the
cutter to board her, giving him orders, if she proveci to be a French ship with an
officer on board, he was not to attempt to board, but return immediately. If a.
French ship without an officer on board, directly he was satisfied she was bond fide
French, he was to return also, and in either case t9 offer to enter in her log a
statement of his proceedings. _

Lieutenant Belson went alongside, and got half-way up her side before he saw
a French officer, who then objected to his coming on card, but was very courteous ;
and when asked the name of the ship, requested the eaptain of the ship to write the
particulars down on paper for my information, which he did as follows, viz. :—
“Trois—mats, Frangais, ‘Ville d’Aigues-Mortes,’ Capitaine L. Pignord, M. Quordan,
Chirurgien de premiere classe de la. Marine Impérialq, délégué du Gouvernement.”

The French officer, a surgeon, asked the name of the English man—of—war and
captain, which Lieutenant Belson told him verbally, and then offered to write in his
log a statement of proceedings, but he expressed himself perfectly satisfied without
it. Lieutenant Belson then returned on board, and reported verbally to me, and
immediately afterwards gave a report in writing, a cepy of which I inclose.

I have, ficc.
7 (Signed) ALEXANDER PHILIPS.

Sir,

 

Inclosure .in No. 100.

Lieutenant Balsam. ,to Captain Philips.

Sir, . . “Brisk,” February 22, 1862.
IN obedience to your orders I went alongside, at a little past ‘8 P.M., a ship named the “ Ville d’Aigues-

Mortes." I did not go over'the gangway, as, I found a French officer there who objected to my coming on board,
but was courteous enough to request the captain of the ship to write on ‘a slip of paper the name of the ship, for
your-informatiou. I then offered 'to enter in his 10g my reason for having gone alongside. ‘but ‘he expressed himself
perfectly satisfied, and asked me ‘your name, and the name of your ship, Which Ivgave him

He then filled immediately, and I returned.
I have, 8m.

(Signed) _ HENRY G. BELSON.

 

No. 10-1. ,

Commander Anderson ?to Commodore Edmonstone.

Sir, V “Flying Fish,” SierraLeone, June 13, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that in consequence of information

from Rio Nunez, that a. vessel there was endeavouring to ship slaves for
exportation, I proceeded to that river on Wednesday, {April 16th and anchored
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ofi' Victoria Point the following, Friday; accompanied by the two cutters 0f »
Her Majesty’s ship under my command, I proceeded. up the river and after
pulling for some considerable distance found a barque of 600 tons on shore on
a mud-bank, with' masts standing and yards across. Our informer declared on
oath that she was the same vessel he had seen in a creek a. few days previous, and

that the master was endeavouring to purchase slaves for' shipment. I directed
Lieutenant Butler and Mr. Anderson, boatswain, to examine her; they reported

loose planks in the hold, a deck laid in the after part of the ship with fittings for
bulkheads; everything ‘else had been removed, and no person or papers were on
board. I therefore considered the circumstances such as to warrant my taking her

as a rize.
5. No anchor having been let go when the ship went on shore, she had been

driven by the flood tide on a shallow bank. The river being too narrow at this
point to admit of Her Majesty’s ship “Flying Fish” being brought up, and not
wishing to expose the ship’s company for several days’ hard work in boats, endea-
vouring to get her afloat, I gave orders that she should be burnt, after being care:
fully measured, and the following articles removed—two bower anchors, chain
cable, jib-boom, and main-tOpsail yard.

3. On my return to Sierra Leone, these articles were handed over to the Prize.
Court, With the necessary affidavits, and I have this day received intimation that
the vessel has been condemned as a. prize to Her Majesty’s ship “Flying Fish,”
under my command, in consequence of her being engaged in the Slave Trade.

‘ ' I have, 8m.
(Signed) W. HASTINGS ANDERSON.

 

No. 102.

Commodore Edmonstone to Rear—Admiral 8731' B. Walker.

(Extract.) “ Arrogant,” at Kinsembo, May 20, 1862.
MY report on the Slave Trade to the 30th September, 1861, has already been

received by you, and I hope to furnish you with a further report on the subject at
the end of the present quarter; and it now gives me much pleasure in being able to
state that this obnoxious Traffic is at present completely at a stand-still, not from
a scarcity of slaves, but the want of vessels to ship them in: The satisfactory
result is no doubt to be attributed to the evident wish at this moment of the
American Government to stop the Slave Trade from being carried on under the
protection of their flag, and the severe measures lately taken by them to punish
those engaged in it. ‘ »

I have it on good authority that all the 'barracoons in the neighbourhood of
the Congo and Cabenda, &c., are full of slaves, who are kept together at a. great
cost to the owners; but I confidently trust (now that the squadron has been increased),
by keeping a. good and constant watch, to be ableyto prevent many successful
shipments when the Traffic revives, Which it is certain to do ere long With renewed
vigour, either under the American or some other flag.

Excepting the slavers recently captured by the “ Ranger,” “ Grifi'on,” and
“ Torch,” viz., five, very few vessels have been met with by our cruizers during the
past three or four months ; and, at present, I do not think there is a. single suspi-
cious vessel on the whole of the South Coast.

The health of the squadron generally, I am thankful to say, has been very good,
with the exception of the “ Espoir” and one or two other ships, which have been
employed a good deal up the rivers. - ' '

Unless anything occurs to alter my arrangements, I purpose leaving St. Paul
de Loanda. and the South Coast, about the 10th August next 'for my inspection of
Ascension, proceeding from thence to Sierra Leone, &0. ' '

 

\ No. 103. ‘

Commander Wi'at'islaw to Commodore Edmonstone.

“ Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 2° 25’ M, Long. 8° 48' E.,
~ ' ‘ May 25, 1862. .

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 23rd instant-in latitude 2° 19’ north,
longitude 9° 10’ east, I ordered Lieutenant Dale to board, and afterwards boarded

Slr,



1'34 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS;

myself, the barque “ Clarissa,” of New York, under American colours, to ascertain
Iéer nationality. She was proceeding from Cadiz, hound to Punta. da Lenha, River
on o.

gThis vessel had no register, only a certificate signed by the United States’
Consul at Cadiz; other papers were apparently cortect. ,

N0 complaint was made, and she was allowed to proceed to her destination in
River Congo, and will, Without doubt, ship a cargo of slaves.

‘ I have, 8L0.
(Signed) ' H. R. WRATISLAW.

 

No. 104.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

(Extract) “Arrogant,” St. Paul de Luanda, June 20, 1862.
I AM happy to be able to report that the “Antelope” captured a small

brigantine off the Congo on the 4th ultimo, under no colours, and name unknown,
having on board 1558 slaves. As the vessel was chh more than usually crowded,
it was thought advisable to take 100 of the negroes on board of the ‘~‘ Antelope,”
in Which state they proceeded to St. Helena for adjudication.

 

No. 105.

Commodore Edmonstone t0 Rear-Admirql Sir B. Walker.

Sir, “Arrqgant,” Benguela, June 13, 1862.
‘WITH reference to Admiralty letter dated the 27th of March last, the duplicate

of Which reached me at Elephant Bay on the 10th instant, respecting the Portuguese
brig “ Tarugo Secundo ” having been searched by one of our cruizers While in the
Portuguese harbour of Equimina on the 11th April, 1861, I have the honour to
report, for your information, that, immediately on learning that a. complaint of this
nature had been made against one of Her Majesty’e cruizers, I addressed a memo-
randum, dated the 27th February, 1862, of which Inclosure No. l is a copy, to the
Commander of the “ Prometheus,” thinking that perhaps she might be the vessel
alluded to by the “ Tarugo Secundo,” and, if so, to get at the particulars of the case.

The “ Alecto ” was not on that part of the statihn at all in April 1861.
. Captain Bedingfeld’s reply, of which a. copy is annexed, proved that my

surmises were correct. I then took an early opportunity of communicating With
the Governor—General of'Angola on the subject, and beg to attach a copy of my
letter,‘ to which I have not received any reply from his Excellency.

I have forwarded a copy of this despatch and ihclosures to the Secretary of the
Admiralty, and h0pe that my proceedings in the matter will meet with your appro-

 

bation.
I have, &C. . '

{Signed} W. EDMONSTONE.

linclosuresl in NO'.' 105.

Orders addressed to Commander Bnggféld.

Memo. ‘ I “Arrogant," Fernando Po, February 27, 1862.
I INCLOSE certain documents which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Paul de Luanda

respectmg the boarding of a Portuguese vessel by one of our cruizers, and as I am led to believe that the
‘5 Prometheus ” is the vessel alluded to in the complaint made by the captain of the merchant-vessel in question, I
salve to direct you (should my surmises be true)‘ to furnish me with at full explanation of the oecurrence Without:
e ay.

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Oficer.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 105.

Commander Bedingfeld to Commodore Edmomtone.

Sir, “Lagos,” March 11, 1862.

IN reply to your memorandum dated Fernando Po, 27th February, 1862, I have the honour to inform you

that I called upon Lieutenant Dolben and Mr. Barnes, Master’s Assistant (the boarding oflicers), for a. detailed

account of their proceedings. Their statement I annex, and I have further to state what passed under my own
rvation :—-—

obse On standing into Elephant Bay the day mentioned, the brigantine was sighted at anchor in Equimina Bay

without colours; as soon as I anchored, I sent two boats to ascertain what she was. About midnight Lieutenant

Dolben returned, reporting“ that he thought her very suspicious from the quantity of water and mats on board, and

that one of the crew reported that she had two 01' three slaves on board; not being able to read Portuguese he ~

could not make out the manifest, and had, in consequence, left the cutter with the master’s assistant to watch her

during the night. _ ,

As soon as it was light enough I got up steam and stood round to Equimina Bay, anchoring near the
brigantine; I hailed Mr. Barnes to come on board and to request the captain to do the same. 011 coming on

board, the master of the vessel showed me his manifest, and, laughingly, observed that my Lieutenant, not being

able to speak Portuguese, thought he had found a siaver, but that the large quantity of water, as well as the

passengers, were entered in the manifests. Upon looking at this document, I found it was as he stated, and I

therefore told him I hoped that he had not been put to any inconvenience by the boat’s crew ; he said, “ Oh, not at

all, it was of no importance, as he was not going to leave the place till he had watered.” He made no complaint

whatever; never mentioned that the oflicers wanted to weigh his anchor, hut, in a friendly way, stayed in my

cabin, giving me a good deal. of information about the South Coast; he also showed me a well of water at Equimina,

dripping through a rock, whlch he assured me was the best water on the coast. I afterwards met him ashore, and
had another chat, but no complaint or protest of any kind.

The port of Equimina is simply a bay near Elephant Bay, having a small house and a slave-barracoon, and

when I was there, there were no authorities, and no flag was hoisted on shore.

The protest is'a tissue of mis-statements, evidently got up some time after the event.
I have, 810. . .

(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD.

 

lnclosure 3 in No. 105.

Lieutenant Dolben to Commander Bedingfild.

Sir, , “ Prometheus,” Lagos, March 5, 1862.
IN obedience to your orders to give a detailed account of the boarding of the Portuguese brigantine

“ Tarugo Secuudo” in April last, I have the honour to inform youythat, in obedience to your orders, I left this ship
in Elephant Bay in the first cutter, accompanied by Mr. Barnes, Master's Assistant, in the second cutter, about
5'40 P.M. on the 10th of April last, to board a vessel we had sighted when coming into Elephant Bay. .

It being nearly dark when we left the ship, I directed Mr. Barnes to keep close in-shore while I kept out to
windward in case the vessel should attempt to escape. Several fires were lighted along the shore when we left
the shi . ' - '

I Psailed on in the direction of the vessel until I came to a Cahenda boat at anchor. I made out from the
crew of her that I had passed the vessel. Just then we saw the flashes of a couple of guns or pistols; I pulled
back, and in about twenty minutes observed a vessel with a light in rigging.

I boarded her, and found Mr. Barnes on heard her. He asked to what nation she belonged. The captain

did not seem to understand him ; but when he asked him what his cargo was, he immediately voluntarily lifted
her hatches. He then asked Mr. Barnes to come down to his cabin. Mr. Barnes endeavoured to make him
understand that he did not want to see the ship's papers till I came. Being unable to make himrunderstand that,
he went down and saw the papers out on the table. He looked at the manifest, but not being able to understand
much of it, Went on deck again. The captain followed him, and Mr. Barnes asked him leave to signalize tome

by firing. The captain assented, and Mr. Barnes fired two pistols and a rifle. Mr. Barnesthen asked the
captain for a lighted lantern, and one of the boat’s crew held it up in the rigging. Up to this time Mr. Barnes
was under the impression that none of the vessel’s crew understood English.

Nothing more occurred till I came on board. I met the captain in the gangway, and, to the best of my
recollection, he asked me down to his cabin. I went down with Mr. Barnes, and we looked over all the papers
the captain showed us,- which, as far as I could make but, .appeared correct. We then went on deck again and
walked round. I found sixteen large water-casks on deck. The mate came 'up to me, and informed me in
tolerable English that there were 3. Vsiaves for Mossamedes on board; afterwards said that they were passengers.
I asked the captain, through the mate, what he had come here for, and where he was bound; and he said he had.
come here for wood and water, bound for Mossamedesi; both his boats Were out. He then opened his batches,
and I saw more \‘vater-casks, bamboos, and some jerked meat. In the cabin there were 120 mats, such as are
used for slaves, and a large quantity of farinha in bags. I ‘did not break the cargo, or examine it further. I
asked him then to show me his colours, which had not yet been produced, and he brought out three or four
Portuguese ensigns, and an English pilot-jack, and a private flag. I then went down into the cabin and had
another look at his papers. ' v ‘ - , ' -

On account of my slight knowledge of Portuguese, I did not feel certain as to the papers being correct; and
as I considered the cargo suspicious, I told the captain that I should leave Mr. Barnes on board till I saw you,
and ordered the boat’s crew out of the boat on the poop, to which he made no objection. One of the boatis crew
was ordered to keep watch; the rest slept under the boat’s sail on the poop. The captain asked Mr. Barnes
below to sleep. Nothing more occurred. '

I beg to call your attention to the following'errors in Senhor José d’Almeira Fannes’ letter :—
1. The date of boardng 11th instead'of 10th. , '
2. The statement that Mr. Barnes asked for the papers, which he did not.
3. The statement about the signal to me. ’
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4. The statement that I said I should weigh his anchor, which I deny.

5. The statement of protestation on his part, which I also deny.

6. The statement that I requested him to weigh his anchor, which I also deny.
7. The one man watch on the poop being converted into a sentry 911 each gangway.
The truth of the last part of the letter you can judge of better than I can, as I was not on deck till after the

captain came on board of this vessel (which he has omitted to mention). I
I have copied the nature of the cargo from theremarks that I wrote on the boarding-book on board the

brigantine, and read to you on my return.
I have, &c.

(Signed) W. D. MACKWORTH DOLBEN.

I certify that the above is a correct and full account of the boarding of the Portuguese brigantine “ Tu'ugo

Secundo,” on April 10, 1861.
(Signed) JOHN F. BARNES, Master’s Assistant.

 

I

Inclosure 4 in No. 10573.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Governor- General qffthe Province qungola. \_

Sir, “Arrogattt,” at Prince’s Island, April 22. 1862.

IT has been brought to my knowledge through Sir Henry Huntley, Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul at

St. Paul’s de Loanda, that a complaint has been made to your Excellency by the captain of the Portuguese

hrigantine “ Tarugo Secundo,” of his vessel having been illegally detained by Her Britannia Majesty‘s ship “ Alecto ”

in April last, while at anchor in Equimina Bay, on the West Coast of Africa.

Your Excellency has already been informed by Sir H. Huntley that the “ Alecto " could not possibly have

been on that part of the station when this occurrence took place, as she was then cruizing in the Bights of Benin

and Biafra, to the ‘north of the Equator. ,

As the “ Prometheus,” a similar vessel to the “Alecto,” was at that time stationed to the southward of

St. Paul’s de Luanda, I felt it my duty to make every inquiry into this matter, and have now the honour to

state that the vessel in question was boarded by the boats of the “ Prometheus ” on the 10th, and not on the 11th

April, 1861, as reported to your Excellency, and beg to inclose, for your information, a report of the circum-

stances attending it from the Commander of the “ Prometheus,” as also that of the boarding ofiicers.

In conclusion I would respectfully draw your Excellency’s attention to the great difference in the statements
made by the master of the “ Tarugo Secundo ” and the boarding officers, and regret that a complaint of so serious
3. nature should have been so lightly made against a British cruizer, but Which I venture to hope the annexed

documents will entirely remove.
I have, &c.

(Siigned) W. EDMONSTONE.

 

No. 106.

Meutenant Allingham to Commodore Edmonstone.

Sir, “ Antelope,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 7, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report that, on the 4th instant, I took, from information

gained by a native, a vessel With 203 slaves on hoard. She had no papers or
colours at the time of capture.

It appears, from the story told to me by the Captain, that the vessel had been
fitted out by an American barque called the “Joshua Bragdon,” and I have not the
smallest doubt that such was the case, as all her gear and fittings were American,
and I knowthe vessel was decked over in the Bay of Cabenda.

The Captain of the “ Joshua Bragdon ” was very insolent to me for boarding
him, and tried to fire a gun at me.

I am under the firm impression that she is about to take slaves from this coast,
and I think she was laying off Cabenda for that purpose.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) C. O’D. ALLINGHAM.

 

_‘ “Arrogant,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 11, 1862.
Forwarded for the Information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.
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7 No. 107.

Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker.

(Extract) “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, September 2, 1862.
IT is with much satisfaction that I have now to bring under your notice the

several captures which have recently been made' by the cruizers on the South
Coast :— '

The “Wye,” on the 25th June, captured the “ Concepcio,” ofi' Mangue Grande,
“with 295 slaves on board;

The “ Dart,” an empty brig, Without name or‘nationality, on the 11th July;
The “Espoir,” a large barque, under similar circumstances, on the 22nd of

that month ; .
The “Torch” captured the “Clarissa,” empty, on the 24th July;
And the “Antelope,” a small cutter, no name or nationality, in Cabenda Bay,

with 203 negroes on board, on the 4th ultimo.
These frequent captures must be a heavy blow to the Slave Trade; still, I hear

that active preparations are being made to carry on With vigour that nefarious
Traffic : but I trust, now that the squadron has been so greatly increased, and the
American Treaty about to be put into force, we shall be able to hamper very
seriously the proceedings of the slave-dealers on this coast, although a great deal
of sickness has prevailed in the Bights, and Sierra Leone is at present very
unhealthy. . -

I am thankful to say our cruizers have not suffered.

 

No. 108.

Commander Symons toy Commodore Edmonstone.

Sir, “ Lee,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 1, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, on the 16th ultimo, I ordered the

Portuguese schooner “Massango” to be boarded, at sea, in latitude 2’ 11° south,
longitude 6° 3’ east, thirty-seven days from the Island of St. Thomas, bound to this
port. V

I inclose copy of the boarding officers’ report. ,
I have, &C.

(Signed) EDWIN SYMONS.

 

Inclosure in No. 108.

Report quroceedings 'o'n boarding the Portuguese schooner “ Massango.”

BOARDED the above-named vessel, in pursuance of orders from Commander Edwin Symons, at 2'15 P.M.,
and left her at 3 EM. on the '16th July, 1862; .

I found, on searching her, that her cargo consisted of cofl'ee: and it appears from her papers that she Was
gound to St. Paul de Luanda from the Island of St. Thomas, having been out from the latter place thitty-seven
aye. , ,1 :

After ascertaining her character, everything was put to rights that had been disturbed by the search.
No complaint was made by any person on board.
I appended the following statement to her log, at the request of the Master :—
“I hereby certify that 1, Lieutenant C. E. Foot, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Lee,‘ by order of Edwin Symons,

Esquire, Commander of the said ship, boarded the Portuguese sehooner.‘ Massango ’ at 2'15 P.M., and left her
at 3 P.M., having complied with the instructions.” ,

Dated this 16th day of July, 1862, at sea, on board Her' Majesty’s'ship “Lee.”
' (Signed) C, E. FOOT, Lieutenant.

Witness : ' . .
(Signed) WM. BENNETT, Master’s Assistant. ' ,/

 

No. 109. .

Mr. Roberts ta Commodore Edmonstane.

, ' “Wye,” Fernando Po, July 27, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report for your information, that Von Wednesday 25th

Juneb1862, when proceeding to the northward from Loanda, twelve or fifteen miles
. 1.458 A.

/

Sir,
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ofi-shore, and about the parallel of Mangue Grande, avessel was reported close in-
shore making sail. I continued on my course at an easy rate, and soon after saw
the vessel (a fore topsail schooner) standing to the north-west with fore tcpmast
studding sail set (the wind not strong for a sea breeze, three to .four) was
gradually closing us, as she was sailing faster than we steamed. I continued on my
course till about 2 P. M., when I fancied from indecisiqn about the course the vessel
in sight was making, at one time going off, and another time regaining her original
position, that she was not what I first supposed~-a legal trader. At 2 P. M. Iedged
in to close the land and her, but showed no colours. At 4 P. M. I observed- chase
had altered her course to close the land, so shaped a course to ensure closing on
him, and this tookus in a little to the northward .of Margaret Head by 6 P. M., by
which time we were sonth-westward of him about three miles. I fired two blank
guns, and showed our colours; to the last gun he acknowledged our presence by
letting go most of the halyards of his sail. And at G'IO P. M. we stopped the engines,
then about a mile Off-shore a little to the southward of Cape Desert, when I lowered
a boat, and sent Mr. Gulliver, the Second Master,. to board her; he sent for answer
that she had slaves on board. I then went on board myself and ordereer. Gulliver
to anchor the “Wye,” and when in satisfactory positionI anchored the detained vessel,
transferring seventeen of the prisoners out ofnineteen to the “ Wye.” By 8 P. M., from
information given me by the Captain and supercargo, in most cases confirmed by a
cross-examination of several of the crew while on boai‘rd, it appears that the vessel,
which is said to’be the “ Concepcio,” a fore topsail schoqner of 110 to 120 tons, left the
port of Matanzas in Cuba almost the latter end of January, 114 days beforel took her ;
that she came direct to the'Gallinas River, where she remained six days in anticipa-
tion of a freight. The reason stated to me was that there were not suflicient slaves to
complete a paying cargo, and as it had been told them that their arrival there had
been reported at Sierra Leone, and that a steamer was hkely soon to visit *them,
they could not afl'ord to run the risk of capture ; so left, leaving three passengers
interested in the speculation of the vessel at Gallinas, and that they came direct to
Mangue Grande, and that the vessel arrived there the‘day before they shipped the
slaves (June 25‘ ;, that she would have embarked fronn fifty to sixty more, but in
consequence of two canoes having capsized and several slaves being drowned, the
shippers had refused to send more off, and the vessel herself was rather
too close to the shore, with the rollers commencing to set in: and having, as he
supposed, from 300 to 310 slaves on board he determined not to wait as he was
obliged to shift his berth further out; so cleared off at once, having on board a
German (a naturalized Portuguese) as agent to the shippers and supercargo. This
man was taken similarly oceupied in the vessel taken a short time since with
900 slaves in her by Her Majesty’s ship “Ranger,” and has been captured
twice in a subordinate position, and twice as agent for the cargo; in both the
latter-cases the freight taken on the well-understood terms of half cargo disposed
of. The actual Captain of the vessel, Pedro Juan (papo, has been sixteen times
for slaves to various ports in Africa since 1838, but chiefly from the Bights of
Benin, Gallinas, and Cape Lopez; the two latter places previous to 1848 He is
a Catalonian by birth, but has long resided in Cuba. She had on board when
I detained her a crew of nineteen; showed no colours, and delivered up no
papers, and officially had neither name nor nationality; had 296 slaves on board,
viz., 133 men, 55 women, 80 boys, and 27 girls, and‘equipped as regards provi-
Isions and water for sixty days for 350 slaves. She was bound to any, port in
Cuba most convenient for landing. .I was assured by both Captain and super—.
cargo that six or seven vessels that they knew of, some American, but clearing out
of Cuba, were engaged in the same sort of speculation as regards the vessel
and equipments, and having no other connexion With the shippers than letters
of introduction to the several shipping places on the coast of Africa. The super—
cargo, who has been nearly four years 'on the South Coast, Congo, and Mangue
Grande, and has been captured on every occasion of his trying to leave, told me
that slaves were scarce in the factories at Mangue Grande, and although they might
be had in large numbers, they were not always to be procured at short notice,
as the European traders avoided purchasing beyond a certain number to save
the expense of keep, in consequence of the uncertainty of an opportunity
to ship them off, and that the native traders near them did not encumber
themselves too soon for the same reason, and that to the best of his knowledge
there were‘not above 250 slaves in the factories at Mangue Grand'e when these were
shipped off. On 26th at 2 P. M. I sent Mr. Gulliver, Second Master, five seamen,
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and two kroomen belonging to this ship, and the supercargo and cai‘penter of

the detained vessel, to navigate her to St. Helena for adjudication in the Vice-
Admiralty Court at that Island.

I have, &C.
(Signed) V; G. ROBERTS, Master Commanding.

 

No. 110.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, V ‘ “Arrogant,” Cabinda, July 22, 1862.
. I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, that on the morning of the 11th instant, observing .a, sail ofi'
Mangue Grande, the great shipping-vplace a little to the southward of the Congo, I
immediately proceeded in chase; and having caused the vessel to‘ be boarded, she
proved to be the American barque “ Seamew,” of Salem, a legal trader, ninety—eight
days out, and consigned to a Mr. Cunningham, merchant, at St. Paul’s de Loanda.

. I beg to annex the boarding oflicer’s report, with the usual return, and
have, &c.

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.

 

Inclosure in No. 110.

Lieutenant Herqurd to Commadore Edmomtane.

Sir, “Arrogant," at Sea. Lat. 6° 21' 3., Long. 11° 59’ E., July 11, 1862.
IN compliance with ybm- order I this day boarded the American barque “ Seamew,” and beg to inform you

that I found her register correct. v
The Master did not require any notation made in his log, and made no complaints.

' ‘ Ihave, 8m.
(Signed) E. W. HEREFOR D.

 

No.- 111.

Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Equnstone.

“Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 8° 7' 8., Long. 10° 26’ E., 7
, , July 17, .1862. ,

, I HAVE the honour to report that I this day directed Lieutenant Dale ,to
board the American barque “Joshua Bragdon',” and examine her register; which
Was apparently correct. , . V , . ,

There was no detention,'and the master had no complaint to make.
I inclose a copy of the boarding officer’s report. '

Sir,

I have, 8L0. .
(Signed) H. WRATISLAW.

 

Inclosure in. No. 111.

Lieutenant Dale ta Cammmfier Wrafivlaw.

Sir. “Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 8° 7' 3., Long. 10° 20’ E., July 17, 1862. .
In obedience to to your order I this day boarded the American barque “ Joshua Bragdon,” and examined

her register, which was apparently correct. V
TheMaster made no complaint of the visit. , . 7

I have, 816., . ;
(Signed) A. T. DALE;

Witness: , ’ “
(Signed) ' 'H. C. Tnmmm.

 



140 . REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS.

No. 112.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, , “Arrogant,” at Ascension, September 2, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report, for the' informatiqn of my Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty, that I deSpatched Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Mullet” on the
3rd ultimo for 'Lagos,‘ with the necessary instructiqns for thef‘Investigator” to
prepare and proceed without delay to communicate with Dr. Baikle at the Confluence
of .the Niger. , _ ‘

Lieutenant Lefroy has been furnished with full instructions for his guldance,
and. directed to take charge of the presents sent out to the Native Chiefs, who have
shown much kindness to Dr. Baikie. Mr. Southwiek, Master’s Assistant of the
“ Espoir,” who was up the river last year, has also been lent to the “ Investigator,”
in compliance with their Lordships’ orders.

In the event of anything occurring to delay the “Investigator” beyond the
time mentioned in their Lordships’ despatch, I have directed the senior officer of
the Rights Division, Captain Luce, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Brisk,” to send the
“ Handy,” which vessel has been ready for service in the Niger for some time, in

 

her place.
I have, &C. -

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.

l

No. 113.

Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone.

“ Espoir,” at Sea, Lott. 6° 45' 8., Long. 12° 25' E.,
Sir .1th 22, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to report that I have this day detained a barque of about
250 tons, having no name, and sailing- under no colours, having a slave-deck laid
for about 900 slaves, and being in all respects fitted fer the Slave Trade.

Having taken out of her fourteen of her crew, consisting in all of seventeen
men, Spaniards and Portuguese, I detached Lieutenant Murray and a. prize—crew of
eleven men to navigate her to St. Helena.

From what I learn from the crew, I believe this vessel fitted out at Cadiz ;. she
was to have shipped her slaves about Mecula. _

Her master (a Portuguese) states that he has been backwards and forwards
from the coast for the last twenty years; that this is the sixth time he has been
taken; and that he has escaped with cargoes of slaves five times.

I had received no previous information of the movements of this vessel. .
I have reason to believe she sailed from Cadiz abput the 16th of May, and that

she formerly sailed under the name of the “ Waviata.”
' I have, 8w.

(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS.

 

No. 114.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

(Extract) -. , “Arrogant,” Oabinda, July 22, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report, for the informatidn of my Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty,'that on the 11th instant, while off the River Congo, I fell in With
and boarded the barque “ Clarissa,” under American colours.

She had no register, but produced a certificate signed by the American Consul
at Cadiz, to the effect that her register having been lost on the passage between
New York and that port, he had given the certificate to enable her to claim the
protection of the American flag. .

. Under these circumstances, I permitted the “ Clarissa ” to proceed on her
voyage, but I am convinced she is not a legal trader, and that she will certainly
ship a eargo of slaves as soOn as afavourable opportunity offers.

Thls vessel was again met with by the “Arrogant,” two days afterwards,
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in the Congo, and is now being watched by the cruizers on the South Coast, and I

sincerely trust will not succeed in her inhuman object.
I beg to annex the bOardi‘ng officer’s report, with the usual return.

 

Inclosure in No. 114.

Lieutenant Huntley to Commodore, Edmonstone.

“Amragant,”at Sea, Lat. 6° 21' 8., Long. 11° 59’ E.,

Sir, July 11, 1862.
IN compliance with your order I this day boarded the American barque “ Clarissa,” and beg to inform you

that I found she had no register, the nmsterproducing a letter given him by the American Consul at Cadiz, Which
stated that the register had been lost on the passage from New York to Cadiz. which letter I believe to be authentic
The master did not require any notation made in his log, and made no complaints.

. I have,‘ 8:0.
(Signed) SPENCER R. HUNTLEY. ,.

 

N0. 115.

Commodore Edmonstone tothe Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Arrogant,”at Ascension, September 12, .1862.
I HAVE the honour to report, for'the information of my Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty, that I have this day received intelligence from Captain Luce,
of Her Majesty’s ship “ Brisk,” the Senior Officer of the Bight Division, that the
“ Investigator” was to have left. Fernando Po, 'properly equipped, on the 30th
ultimo, for the River Niger, .in pursuance With their Lordships’ instructions. '

An officer from the “ Espoir” was on board; also, that the crew were healthy
and cheerful. V

The “ Brisk "’ is to meet the “ Investigator ” at'the entrance of the Nun, With
a hired covered boat containing about twenty—five tons of coal, which she will turn
over to her. This is a very thoughtful arrangement on the part of Captain Luce,
as the boat can easily be towed by the “Investigator,” and will enable her to ,
replenish her fuel when "necessary, it not being prudent to burn wood, and thus
insure their' Lordships’ directions With regard to this important service being
efl‘iciently carried out. ‘ i '

I beg leave here to add, that great praise iisdue 'to Lieutenant Glover, of the
“ Handy,” for the very valuabletand ready assistance afforded by him to Lieutenant
Lefroy in equipping the “ Investigator.” Although he must'have been disappointed
aat'no‘t being permitted ~to proceed up the Niger, as previously arranged by'me,
still he freely gave the ‘benefit of‘his experience and and advice; and I feel it due to
that oficer to bring the same under their Lordships’ notice. L

‘ ' , [I have, 8L0. .
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.

 

No. 116.

Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone,

(Extrac‘t.) ' ‘ ‘ "‘ Torch,” Sierra Leone, August 20, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report «to you that the barque “‘ Clarissa,” detained by'

‘Her Majesty’sship “ Torch ” :inzth'e River'Congo on the 24th day of July, 1862, on
theground of being engaged in the Slave Trade, was. this day condemned in the
V‘iceaAdmiralty Court as not being .entitl'ed-to the protection of the American flag.
or that'of any other State or rnaitio . '

 

No. 117.

Commander Simpson ‘to ?Commodore Edmonstohe.

Sir, " “ Mullet,” .017 the River Congo, August 9, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to forward the inclosed letter from Lieutenant A. J. Brooke,

of Her Majesty’s sloop under my command, reporting the destruction of a.
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schooner loaded with slaves, through being run on shore in the surf near Point
Padron.

The vessel was observed from the masthead of the “ Mullet,” shortly before
she was chased by Lieutenant Brooke, and was taken to be one of the large class
of coasters. She passed in-shore of the “ Mullet” (then at anchor about six miles
from Point Padron) close to the surf.

Knowing that Mr. Brooke would most probably intercept her on his return
from Shark’s Point (where I had sent him to obtain information of the movements of
the “ Espoir”), I did .not board her from the ship.

The following morning I proceeded in the Whaler to obtain What information I
could relative to the wrecked vessel and her living freight. To my astonishment,
not a vestige of her was to be seen on the beach where she had run on shore, and
nothing to indicate that anything unusual had happened, beyond innumerable foot-
prints and other marks on the sand; also, great numbers of natives moving about
in the bush beyond.

The surf being too heavy to beach the boat Without 'risk, I proceeded to Shark’s
Point, Wherel heard that the slaves had been marched off into the bush, Where also
the pieces of the vessel had been drawn as she broke up on the surf. It will conse-
quently be seen that it was impossible to obtain a more accurate measurement
ff the vessel than the estimate given by Lieutenant Brooke in the inclosed
etter.

I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice the gallant conduct of
Lieutenant Brooke and his boat’s—cr‘ew of Kroomen, in beaching the boat through
a most dangerous surf, by which means they were enabled to save the lives of many
of the unfortunate slaves, though it is to be regretted that, unavoidably, many
perished, and none were redeemed from slavery. ‘

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON

Inclosure in No. 117‘»

 

Lieutenant Brooke to Commander flimpson.

Sir, “Mullet?” (317' the River Congo, August 9, 1862.
IN compliance with your order, I this day proceeded in the whale boat of Her Majesty’s ship “ Mullet ” to

Shark’s Point, and on my return observed a schooner making for the mouth of the Congo.
As she appeared a suspicious vessel, and there was great confusion} on board, I pulled towards her, when her

helm was put up, and she ran on shore in the surf.
I immediately beached the Whaler, but the people belonging to the schooner (one of whom was a white man),

together with about 150 young negroes (whom I conclude to have beep slaves) escaped into the bush directly -the
schooner struck. V

Several of the slaves who were injured by the falling of the masts I managed to drag out of the surf ; a
great number, I regret to say, were drowned : as night was coming on I could render them no further assistance.

The surf was so heavy that it was impossible to board the schooher. She was apparently without colours,
and as near as I am able to judge, about 60 or 70 feet long, with 14 qr 15 feet beam, 9 or 10 feet depth of hold, ,
and of about 70 or 80 tons.

I remained on shore until the schooner was entirely destroyed, when with great difficulty we launched the
Whaler through the surf, and returned to the ship. '

I have, &c. ,
(Sigu‘r‘d) ARTHUR T. S. BROOKE.

 

No. 118.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiraity.

Sir, ‘ “- Arrogant,” at Ascension, September 12, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of my Lords Commis-

sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter, dated 23rd ultimo, from Commander
Perry, of Her Majesty’s steam4sloop “Grifl'on,” which has only to-day reached
me at this anchorage, and of its inclosure, respecting the very recent atrocities
committed by the King of Dahomey.

7 I have, &c.
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.
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Inclosure 1 in N0. 118.

Commander Perry to Commodore Edmonstone.

Sir, “ Gmflbn,” at.Lagos, August 23, 1862.
I BEG to inform you that I forwarded. by last mail a copy of the inolosed information, but as Her Majesty’s

ship {I Wrangler” is now leaving for Ascension, I send another copy so that you may receive it as soon as

sible.
pas I am sorry I could- not obtainfany information concerning the warlike tactics of the Dahomians from

Mr. Euschut, as he was not permitted to leave the immediate vicinity of his hut during his stay at Abomey,

except when taken to see the sacrifices. ‘

However, I firmly believe that the information he has given is strictly correct, except that from his answers

to my questions about the space the troops covered, the time they took marchingypast,&c., I feel sure he has

greatly exaggerated their number.
I have, 82c.

(Signed) J. L. PERRY.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 118.

Commander Pewy to Commodore Edmonstone.

Sir, “'G'I"iflbn," Little Popoe, _August 6, 1862.
I THINK it my duty to lay before you, with as little delay as possible, the following information concerning

Dahome :—-—
Ony5th August, when at anchor of Little Popoe, I received a letter from the shore, stating that Mr. Euschut,

aDutch merchant, residing at Popoe, had just returned from Abomey, and had news of great interest for my ear.
This Mi: Euschut I have had frequent communications with, and I have every reason to believe his information to
be most accurate,trustworthy and reliable; I therefore borrowed a surf-boat from a Dutch brig laying in the
roads, and having manned her with ten of our Kroomen, I with great difficulty efi'ected 'a landing, two boats out
of three that tried the beach on that day being capsized owing to the very heavy surf.

I give the substance of Mr. Eusohut’s information as closely as possible, having j otted it down in my note-
book during our conversation. . '

It appears that Mr. Euschut went to Whydah on trade business in the middle of June—on June 24th.
While still at Whydah he received the “ stic ” of the King of Dahomey, with any intimation that his presence was
required at Abomey. Mr. Euschut tried every method of evading the journey, but without avail; the Cabooceers
0f Whydah plainly telling him that he would be carried to Abomey as a prisoner if he did not at onoe willingly
obey the King’s message. Accordingly at 1 EM. of June'26, having provided himself with six hammockmen, he
left Whydah for Abomey, escorted by an. armed party of Dahomians. The same evening he reached Atada, the
old residence of the Kings of Dahomey. '

June 27.—-At l P.M. left Atada and arrived at Tafour at 10 P.M. ' -
June 28,—At 5'30 A.M. started for Kannoo through swamp, very little water over swamp; and easily passed.

Ar. 2'30 P.M. reached Kannoo, about twelve miles’ journey; arrived outside walls of Abomey at 7-30 P.M., the
road the whole way being very good. He was at once shown into a very fair house, and told to remain there during
the night.

June 29.—Reeeived a message from King that he was to be presented the next day. ,
Jm’ze 30.——Entered walled part of town through Royal gate; received there by two Cabooceers, who saluted

him, saying, “ King had never seen a Dutchman; King’s father had never seen a Dutchman, and now they had
plenty of people to kill, they were very glad to see a Dutchman." He was then ordered to drink the King’s V
health four times, after Whlch the Cabooceers danced round him, singing and firing guns; He was then conducted
to the King’s place, and received there by the Prime Minister, who told him the King would receive him the
next day. ' v

July 1.——Received by the King. who was seated outside of the palace on araised dais, surrounded by Amazons.
He saluted the King in the European style; the King at once got up and shook hands with him, saying he was

‘ very glad to see a Dutchman. .He continued talking Portuguese for about ten minutes With the King, and was then
ordered to return to his house and remain inside for three days. .

July 5.—He was brought to the market-place, where he was told many people had been killed the night before.
He first saw the body of Mr. William Dogherty, at Sierra Leone man, and late Church Catechist at Ishagga
The body was crucified against alarge tree, one nail through the head, one through the chest, and one through
each hand and foot,’the left arm bent, and a large cotton ufnbrella in his grasp. Mr. Euschut was then taken to
the King, who was seated on a raised platform, from which he was talking to the people much “ war palaver," and
promising them an attack on Abbeokuta in November. Cowries, cloth, and rum were then distributed.

In front of the market—place rows of human heads, fresh and go , were ranged, and the whole place was
saturated with blood. The heads evidently had belonged to some 0? the Ishagga prisoners, who had been
killed during the night, after having been tortured in the most horrible manner. '

.dUntfl July 10th Mr. Euschut was ordered to remain quiet in his house, and not to move or look out after
sun 0W1]. , ‘

July 10.—-The ground shook violently, evidentlv, from the date, the effect of the » earthquake felt at L
Accra. Mr. Euschut was at once brought to the market-place, where he found the King again seated on the raised
platform, surrounded by Amazons. , ' I

The King told him that the “ ground shaking” was his father’s spirit complaining that “ customs ” were not
“made proper." ' . -

_ Three Ishagga Chiefs were then brought before the King, andtold they were to go and inform his father’s
Spirit tliat “ customs ” should be “made ” better than ever. Each Chiefwas then given a- bottle of mm, a head of
eowries, and then decapitated. ‘ v , - ‘ _

Twenty-f‘our men were then brought out, bound in baskets, with their heads just showing out; they. were
placed on the platform in front of the King, and thrown down to the people, who were, dancing and singing below.
.As each man was thrown down, he was seized and beheaded. The heads were piled in one heap, and the bodies
In another. Each Dahomian who caught a victim and cut the head 011' received one head of cowries (about 23.).

u
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After all were killed, Mr. Euschut was conducted home.
July ll.-——Taken to another part of the town, where exactly similar horrors were being perpetrated.
July l2.——A11 the platforms were taken down, and the programme appeared to he firing guns, singing, and

?:ncihgilétll day. There were no public sacrifices for ten days. but Mr. Euschut‘ believes many took place during
a. e mg .

July 22.—Taken to see the “grand custom" at the palace of the late King, at the gates of which two
platforms were being re-erected. On each platform sixteen men and four horses Were placed.

Inside the palace was another platform, on which were placed sixteen women, four horses, and one alligator.
The men and women were all Sierra Leone people, captured at Ishagga; they were dressed in European

clothes. Each group of sixteen was seated (bound) in chairs, placed round a table, on which glasses of mm were
put for each person.

The King then ascended the platform, where he adored the Dahomian fetish, and made obeisance and
spoke to the prisoners, whose right arms were then loosed to enahle them to drink the King’s health. After
the hgalth had been drunk, the “efl'ects” of the late King were pa‘raded, and worshipped by the people as they
passe .

{A grand review of troops then commenced, and as each regiment marched by the King harangued them, and
promised them the sack of Abbeokuta in November.

Nearly the whole of the troops bore fll‘e—arms ,- a few select corps; had rifles, but the greater number old flint-
cock muskets. The artillery consisted of twenty-four guns, lE-ponnders.
t The number of troops could not be less than 50,000 including ]0,000 Amazohs, all apparently well—disciplined
mops.

After the review was over the prisoners were beheaded, their heads being hacked OH with blunt knives.
At the same time the horses and alligator we're despatched. particular care being taken that their blood should '
Imingle With that of the human prisoners. AW‘hen all was over, Mr. Eu‘schut was permitted to leave Abomey, which
11: IS needless to say he immediately did, having received the munificent viatica of eight heads of cowries, one piece
of cloth, and two flasks of rum.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. L. PERRY.

 

No. 119.

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “firrogant,” Sierra Leone, October 6, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to inclose for your information a letter, dated the
28th August last, and other papers which I have repently received from Lieutenant
Stokes, of the “ Bloodhound,” by which it will be seen that our affairs in the Benin
are at present in a very unsatisfactory state. .

Taking into consideration the peculiar nature of the rlver, and consequently the
many difficulties to be met With in resorting to hostile measures against the natives,
I certainly think an entire stoppage of all trade for a short time, _in the manner

proposed by Lieutenant Stokes, With a man-of-war constantly to Visit the Benin,
would be the best mode of regaining tranquillity in the river.
. I have issued instructions to Captain Luce of the “ Brisk,” the Senior Ofiicer

‘ in the Bights, to order a cruizer on this duty, should my views coincide with those
of his Excellency the Governor of Lagos; and I only trust the European traders in

the Benin will agree together and positively refuse all intercourse with the natives,
until thechme to such terms as Governor Freeman may think proper to impose as
a punishment for the outrages committed on British subjects.

I have, &c.
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 119.

Lieutenant- Commander Stokes to Captain Luce.

, “ Bloodhound," Lagos, August 28, 1862.
HAVING received orders from Commander Beamish on the 18th July to proceed to Fernando Po for coal,

and to take Her Majesty’s Consul there to Prince’s and St. Thomas’s Island for the benefit of his health, I have to
inform you that in‘yconsequence of an urgent requisition from the said Consul (copy inclosed) to proceed to the
Benin to protect the lives and property of British merchants, I embarked the Consul and left Fernando Po on the
let August and anchored in the Benin on the 4th, finding the state of the river most unsettled.

The Consul on our arrival forwarded a despatch to the principal Chief, named Jerry, requesting- he would
roeeed on board to have an interview, but he refused on the plea of being detained. Another mes‘sage rwas sent,

but he still refused on the'following day. ‘
Jerry signed a Treaty in the year 1851 (wide Hertslet, vol. ix, p. 14) in the presence of Consul Beecroft

and Captain Bedingfeld, R.N. The Consul made him Chief of the River, and gave him possession of the
Queen’s Stick, which he still retains. . .

On the 8th instant, the Consul and myself proceeded up to» Warree to have an interview with the Chiefs, but
the result was they had not suficient power to interfere in the matter. '

Sir
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On the 16th instant I accompanied Consul Burton to the Chief of Benin to try and persuade the Kingto use

his influence and send down some of his Chiefs to assist us in settling this affair. The King having promlsed to

do so, we waited for five days, but they heuer came; in fact, I think the King had no intention of sendmg them

down, as he appeared to have but very little power.

On the Consul’s arrival the merchants agreed to stop trade, as they imagined the Chiefs would come to .our

terms by delivering up A-keobouir, the Chief who committed the outrage on Mr. Henry’s faetory. - . .

After having the trade stopped for twenty-two days, no effect was produced, and I ,thmk myself the Chxets

would hold out for at least six months or so. ‘

After weighing over the matter the Consul and myself thought it advisable to leave the river, and lay all

particulars before Governor Freeman. - .

There is only one course to be adopted—the merchants must leave theu' factories and reSIde on board the

ships outside the bar, and I think in the course of six mhnths the natives would be happy to come to any terms

which might be laid before them. V

Nearly all the villages are up narrow creeks, and we should sustain loss in attacking them. _

The settlement of the Chief Akeobouiris said to be fifteen- miles up a. very narrow creek. To attack hlm

would at least require 100 men. Canoes could proceed up, but beats would have great difliculties. .

‘On the 6th instant a boat was sent to Lagos with despatches, but unfortunately she was capsized. Havmg

remained nearly a month in the river, I was not justified in remaining longer, as I had not received orders from

on, and I was only acting under a requisition. Also Consul Burton wished to have an interview with Governor

hreeman about the state of the river. V

I crossed the Benin Bar on the morning of the 27th, and proceeded to Lagos to report my proceedings.
I am 8w.

(Signed) ’ JOHN E. STOKES.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 119.

Consul Burton to Lieutenant-C’ommander Stokes. '

Sit, Fernando Po, ‘
I HAVE received an urgent requisition for assistance from Mr. Henry, merchant, Benin Riyer: a copy 01’ '

it is’herewith inclosed. . y , v ,

‘ Relying upon your long experience upon the coast, and your zeal for the protection of British interests, I
venture to request that you will defer your cruize to Prince’s Island and St. Thomas’s, and that you will lend me
your able assistance in affording defence to British life and property, which are now threatened in the Benin River.

- I am, 8w.
(Signed) ' R. F. BURTON.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 119,

Mr. Henry to Consul Burton.
Sir, Fernando Po, July 28, 1862.

ON the 24th May of this year, my establishment at Benin River was forcibly Plunderéd by about 200 armed
natives, and property to the amount of about 8,000l. taken away, two of my servants nearly killed, and my wife
grivlein from her home through swamps to save her life, or from otherwise being worse treated. " It has resulted
ate y. ' .

Y My own life is in danger at any moment unless I have-protection from our Government, and 1 now throw
myself (as a‘British subject) on your hands, in the hope that I may obtain that Which every Englishman expects
_.“ justice.” ' ‘ I

I cannot return to Benin without this matter being taken up by the Government. Should I do so, I firmly
believe every European establishment would be plundered. I ’ , V ‘ '

Within the last ten days, Messrs. Horsfall’s establishment there would have been plundered to a large amount
lJ'f money, had it not been for Captain White and the writer, though protection was given at great risk to our own
IVES. . ,

If I am not to be left to the mercy of natives of Benin River,vI must have immediate assistance.
. ' . I'have, 8w.

(Signed) R. C. HENRY.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 119.

Mr. Henry to Lieutmant—Commander Stokes.

Sir, ' ‘ Fernando Po, July 29, 1862.
. .I HAVE been obliged to leave my residence at Benin River to seek protection and assistance from the

British flag against the inhabitants of that river. They on the 24th of May last plundered my establishment to
avery large amount of property, nearly killed two of my servants, and caused the death of my wife, having driven
her from her home through swamps to seek protection at another European establishment. '

Within the last ten days Messrs. Horsf'all and Son’s establishment was threatened to be plundered, and would
have been had not the writer and another agent exerted themselves to protect it, which services were rendered at
8. Very great risk of life. , ’

I have a large amount of property in the Benin River, which I now advise you is in imminent danger unless
I have your protection. ' V

Awaiting your decision, I am; 8w. .
(Signed) RICHD. C. HENRY.

CLASS A.
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No. 120.

Comander Hoskins to the Secretary 759 the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Zebra,” at Sea, of Black Paint, August 29., 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report to you that on the evening of the 27th instant,

when about 80 miles due west of Black Point, I captured an American-built clipper
schooner, without name, papers, or colours, fully equipped for the Slave Trade.

I lay by her for the night, and in the mornihg, she appearing to be quite
rotten and unseaworthy, I ordered the proper officelfs to survey her ; and in accorn
fiance with their report (a. copy of Which I inclose), ‘I measured her, and set her on
re.

Having seen her burnt to the water’s edge, I proceeded to Black Point, Where
I have this day landed her crew consisting of 12 Spaniards.

The master declined entirely giving any information respecting her, but one of
the crew stated that her name was the “ Volador,” from the north coast of Cuba,
and that they were waiting in the offing for twenty days for their cargo 01'400
negroes to be collected.

I have, &c.
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS.

 {

Inclosure in No. 120?

Messrs. Lang, Baurchz'er, anal Bemwt to Commander Hoskins.

Sir, “ Zebra,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 32’ 3., Long. 10° 36’ E., August 28, 1862.
IN pursuance of orders from you we proceeded on board the slave schooner (name unknown) captured by

Her Majesty's ship “ Zebra,” under your command, on the 27th instant, in latitude 4° 32’ south, longitude
10° 36’ east; .and have the honour to report that after a strict and careful survey we found that she appeared to be
a vessel of great age, timbers and other parts very rotten, champiates hroken and defective, and altogether, in our
opinion, quite unseaworthy.

Having measured her for tonnage we find her dimensions to be as follows :—
Length, from after part of stem to fore part of stem post, between perpendiculars, 108 feet; breadth, at

36 feet abaft the stem, 22 feet; depth of mainhold from under side of deck to kelson, 11 feet 3 inches.
And we hereby certify that we have taken this survey and measurement with strict care and accuracy.

We have, &c.
(Signed) O. T. LANG, Lieutenant.

W. L'. BOURCHIER, Master
W. BENNET, Carpenter.

 

No. 121.

Commander Hoskins to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Zebra,” of lhlangue Grande, October 4, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report to you that I yesterday morning captured off

this place a barque Without name, papers, or colours, and Whose figure-head had
been sawn ofi, fully equipped for the Slave Trade. Spanish colours were shown for
a short time while we were approaching 'her, but were hauled down before she was
taken possession of. ' ,

The master declined giving any information respecting her, and every document
had been most carefully destroyed. ‘ '

I landed the crew at Mangue Pequeno, and despatched her last night to
St. Helena. for condemnation, in charge of Lieutenant'Lang and a prize crew.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS.

 

No. 122.

Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir E. Walker.

(Extract.) “Arrogant,” Oabinda, July 20. 1862.
.I AM desirous, Of bringing to your notice the present unsatisfactory state of

afi'alrs in the River Congo.
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Last year, as was duly reported, 1 was obliged to punish the natives of Shark’s

Point and its vicinity for a piratical outrage upon the schooner “ Shark,” stranded

upon the Point itself, and belonging to Messrs. Tobin and Co. of Liverpool.
About two months ago Mr. Meecham,having previously signified his intention

to remove his business altogether from the Congo, was attacked at Punta da Lenha

by the natives, part of his house burnt, the property stolen, and he himself taken '

into the bush. They demanded a ransom, which was paid, and they immedlately

released him. On inquiring into the matter, I am led to believe that the natives

acted thus on account of a personal enmity towards Mr. Meecham.
On my recent visit, however, to the Congo (11th instant); I sent two boats up

the river to visit Punta da Lenha, when I received intelligence that a Mr. Adams,

agent to Cookson and Hatton’s house, was kidnapped a few days previously, and

taken into the bush, but that he was about to be ransomed. ‘ -

At present there is only one English factory at Punta da Lenha, one American,

one Dutch, one Spanish, and nine Portuguese; and as that place is the great focus

of the Slave Trade on the South Coast, it is only reasonable to suppose that these

nine Portuguese have something to do with it.

 

No. 123.

‘ Commander Symons to Commodore‘Edmonstonet .

(Extract) » - ' _ . “Lee,” at anchor of Great Popoe, August 27, 1862.
I HAVE» the honour to inform you that, while running along the coast this.

day, a barque was seen at anchor ofi'Great Popoe, under Portuguese colours.
Immediately afterwards she was observed to haul them down and hoist the
American ensign. Thinking this proceeding looked suspicious, I stood in and
came to an anchornealf her, and sent two officers on board to ascertain her
natiOnality. They found she was the American barque .“ Elizabeth,” of New York,
but was commanded by a Portuguese Captain. It was stated that her former
master died at W‘hydah on the 22nd July last. , "

Therewas scarcely any’cargoon board (one or two casks of rum and the same
of tobacco); but in_the, hold‘ there were eighty-four large casks (hogsheads). The
master stated that it'was his intention to proceed to New York in salt—water
ballast, for which purpose he had these casks on board. ' a

On my boarding. this'vessel I requested the master to allow me to see'the
Custom-hOuse certificate that these casks were to be used for lawful purposes,
but which he could not produce, and stated that before he left Great Popoe
a certificate would be given him that these casks were for the purposes he
stated. ' . . ‘ ' ~ ‘

On looking over his papersI observed, by a bill of lading for his outward cargo
from New York, that a certain number of stakes had been taken on board there,
which would probably have sufficed to have made the, number of casks he had on
board. Taking this intorc'onsideration', as also the fact of the death of the fermer
master, and‘ the present one not understanding the. English language, I thought it
might account- for his having'no manifest, for the log not being written up since, the
12th of May, 1862, and forhis papers being in such disorder;

Neither-the master 'nor any person on board had any complaint to make
relative to the visit, of whichfact, together with- a notice of having boarded the
vessel, I made in‘ her log [sic].

The master denied having hoisted the Portuguese colours as stated in the first
part 01: this letter, which " not having seen myself, I thought might have been a
mista e. , ' '

 

- No. 124.

Commodore Edmonst'one to Rear-Admt'ml Sir B. Walker.

(Extract) ' ~ . “Arrogant,” Sierra Leone, October 22, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report on the state of the Slave Trade on the West

Coast 0f~ Africa, 'betWeen' the 1st October, 1861, and- the 30th- September, 1862,
being a continuation of my letter to you dated the 7th November last.

My reasons for extending this report over a period of twelve months are
partly those stated in. thesecond. paragraphvof the abox‘reeq-uotedz letter ; also that
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on my arrival at Sierra Leone from Ascension, having received information on the
subject to a very recent date from the cruizers under my orders, and at the same
time expecting shortly to be relieved by Commodore Wilmot, I felt 1t would be
better to extend this my final report to the 30th ultimo, so as to leave as few
unexecuted duties as possible to be performed by my successor.

, Eighty—eight vessels, capable of conveying 52,272 slaves, have been, or are
supposed to have been, engaged in this illegitimate Traffic during the period of my
Re ort.

p The following vessels, seen and boarded by Her Majesty’s cruizers, have been
reported to me as suspicious :—

“ Belle,” American brigantine, boarded by “ Zebra ” on the 22nd June, 1862;
“ Samuel Churchman,” American brig, boarded by “ Dart” on the 12th May, 1862 ;
“ Sylphide,” Hamburgh brigantine, boarded by “ Wrangler ” at Lagos, on

the 11th May, 1862, and by the “Dart ” on the 13th June, 1862;
“ Potomac,” American brigantine, boarded by “ Espoir ” at Isles de Los, 0n the

'25th April, 1862, and by the “ Flying Fish ” on the 4th June, 1862, off Bassao ;
“ Acasa,” Portuguese barque,boarded by “ Gritfon ” on 1st November, 1861, at

Badagry, and by the “Wrangler” on the 7th Deqember, 1861, and again on the
16th June, 1862, off Jelli Coffee ;

“ Panchz'to,” Portuguese brig, boarded by “ Wye ” at sea on the 28th February,
1862 ; ‘

' “Lark,”American Whaler, boarded by both the “Torch” and .“ Ranger,” ofl'
Mangue Grande, on the 26th April, 1862 ;

“Mondego,” Portuguese schooner, boarded by the “ Wrangler,” of Whydah,
on 17th June, 1862;

“ Warren White,” American barque, boarded by the “Brisk,” at Jelli Coffee,
on I7th August, 1862 ; ‘

“Elizabeth,” American barque, boarded by the “Grifl'on ” on the 28th June,
1862, on the 14th August ofi' Whydah, and again att Great Popoe on the 6th Sep-
tember, 1862 ; and by the “Lee,” at Great Popoe, pn the 27th August, 1862;

“ Joshua Bragdon,” American barque (Whaler), boarded by the “ Dart” on the
19th July and 1st August, 1862 ; by the “ Ranger” on the 17th July ; and by the
“Antelope” on the 4th August, 1862, on the South Coast of the Congo, and at
Cabenda.

The “ Mondego ” is said to be employed in carrying slaves from Whydah to the
Island of St. Thomas, and the ‘flEh’zabeth” I am infotmed at first hoisted Portuguese
colours, but there being an American register on board, and the flag hoisted, she
was allowed to proceed on her way. ,

Although this evidently shows an increase (on paper) over former Reports
in the number and size of vessels supposed to be engaged in this illegal Traffic, I
hope to be able to prove that a considerable check has been placed on the Slave
Trade by the squadron under my orders, since I last had the honour-of reporting
on the subject.

Out of the 99 vessels said to beem‘ployed in the African Slave Trade, I am
very happy to say that 15, capable of conveying no less than 8,262 negroes, have
either been captured or destroyed by Her Majesty’s cruizers, thereby rescuing
2,457 of our fellow-creatures from slavery, 9 of the vessels being empty When taken,
and 1 runon shore at Point Padron, Where she was soon destroyed by the surf,
some of the slaves escaping into the bush, and several being drowned.

The American barque “J. J. Cobb,” mentioned in my last Report as being
detained at St; Paul’s de Loanda, has since been' sold by the Portuguese autho-
rities, on her failing to procure the bond required by the Government of Angola
that she would not embark in the Slave Trade. '

, The “Manuel Ortiz” has also been detained and condemned at Cape Coast
Castle, by the Governor of the Gold Coast.

Again, a slave vessel, name not known, is said to have got on shore in the
Congo, on her way up to Punta da Lenha, and to have been pillaged and destroyed
'by the natives.

I have also, only a day or two since, received verbal intelligence that the
“Dart ” has just captured a vessel in the neighbourhood of Goree, but I cannot of
course answer for the correctness of thereport. If true, it would make a total of
19 vessels, actually engaged in the Slave'Trade, that have been either captured or
destroyed during the past twelve months.

Had there been such an American squadron on the coast as when I first
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had the honour of taking the command, the blow to this inhuman Traffic would
have been very much more severe; as it is, I feel certain the loss has been something
considerable to the slave-dealers. _

On reference, however, to Inclosure 2, it will be seen, I regret to say, that
12 vessels, having on board 5,810 slaves, have succeeded in eluding the vigilance
of our cruizers. This is_ less than the number of vessels said to have escaped

during the period of my last Report, while the number captured and destroyed is
much greater. .

The following suspicious vessels have been met With by our cruizers, viz. :—
“Mcmuel Ortiz,” already reported as condemned by the Governor of the Gold

coast;
“ Mom'quita,” seen on the South Coast frequently, but to my certain knowledge

has never taken slaves, althou h belonging to a suspicious firm ;
“ Ocilla,” on her way up t 6 Congo.
I beg now to draw your attention to certain important incidents bearing upon

the supply and exportation of slaves.
While the abandonment of the French Emigration Scheme has doubtless

tended to make slaves more plentiful on the SouthCoast’, I am rejoiced to say that
on account of the stringent steps taken by the American Government, vessels have
been in a great measure deterred from» entering into this illegal Traffic, in spite of
the favourable opportunity offered by the withdrawal of.the American squadron.

The result has been, as shown in the Tabular Statements annexed, that
that those vessels which have been engaged in the Slave Trade have been found
overcrowded when taken. Witness, the case of the brigantine Captured by the
-“Antelope ” on the- 5th June, thereby'adding considerably to the sufferings of the
unfortunate negroes.

The want of vessels, especially on the South Coast,‘ to receive the slaves
collected at the various barracoons, has, I am. told on good authority, been a very
serious loss to the slave—dealers, Who have had to Support them for a considerable
time at great expense, the price of food being raised in pr0portion to the increased,
demand. ‘ ‘

We ought, therefore, to be thankful, all things considered, that the absence
of the American cruizers from the coast (so much regretted by me) has been, at a
time When slaves were more than usually cheap and plentiful, productive of less.
mischief to our cause than we could possibly have hoped, Whilst the loss, not
including captures, to those interested has been very great. .

Now, however, that we have a Treaty with America conceding to us the
right of search, with the prospect of another squadron, and our oWn having been
materially increased, I anticipate the best results and feel confident that the
shipment of slates will be’greatly reduced. . , ,

In a short time, when the American Treaty is‘ in full force, ‘and a few
vessels detained in consequence, slavers will, of course, resort to other than the flag
of the United States to Cover their nefarious occupation ; and' I ‘very much fear that
our own, together with that of France, will frequently be employed. , -

The French, on account of our limited power of interference. It may here
be remembered that the brig taken by the “Torch” on the 4th March last, first
hoisted the French ensign ; but on seeing the determination of Commander Smith
to board, the colours were hove overboard, and the vessel became denationalized.
Had the Commander of the “ Torch ” not boarded the brig, which I'think would
have been thecourse followed by most officers on account of the responsibility
thereby undertaken, she would, in all probability, have shipped her cargo of slaVes,
and got off without much difficulty. * . ‘ ‘ ,

The inducement for resorting to our- flag .(of course without a register) Will
be the want of suspicion ever entertained by Her Majesty’s cruizers to its being
[imployed to cover other than legal trade, therefore not so likely to provoke the
Interference of our cruizers; the few English vessels ever boarded quite confirms me in
thls opinion. Strict orders should consequently be issued to the squadron to
examlne every vessel met with under the English flag.
. I now, beg to point out the principal localities, &c., where the- Slave, Trade
1s at present carried on. In the North Division, I am'happy to find from the
reports which I have received, that it’is decreasing fast, and must- in a. few years
become totally extinct,—-—I mean, of course, the “ export ” of slaves. ' . ‘ '

The two Vessels mentioned in ‘Inclosnre No. 2 as having got away, and the
one destroyed by‘ the -“ Flying Fish,” I believe are the only ones which have been

a
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actually engaged in this illegal Traffic on that part of the coastlciuring a periosi of
twelve months; although -I hear that several vessels have Vis1ted the Galhnas
for the purpose, but were not able to get the slaves. The schooner taken by the
“ Wye ” was one of them. _

The six vessels captured by the “ Torch ” during her cru1ze on the North
coast was a great loss to those concerned, and I have no doubt was the means of
completely checking the efforts made by a certain Spanish company to rev1ve this
illegal Traffic. ~ . .

The little slaving that still goes on in this division is almost Invarlably
conducted under the Spanish flag, and in vessels of small tonnage. _

While in the neighbourhood of the Gallinas, the , “ Philomel,” however,
reports having chased, on the 19th June last, a steamer under Americancolours,
supposed to be engaged in the Slave Trade, which she could not come up With. On
a gun being fired the vessel hauled down her colours and steamed on.

The Trade is almost entirely confined to the Bramiah, Debreeka, Pongas,
and Nunez Rivers; Sangaree Bay being a rallying point, between Which there is
nearly an uninterrupted communication by inland creeks. Slaves are also taken
from the Sierra Leone and Sherbro Rivers to Sangaree Bay.

The practice which formerly existed of marching the slaves which were
procured from the country south-east of Sierra Leone through the Quiah country to
be shipped in canoes down the Sierra Leone River, and along the coast to the rivers
and creeks about the Pongas, is almost discontinued, in consequence of the road by
Which they were conveyed (Quiah) being now part of British territory.

When the barracks are built at Bulama, and, troops regularly stationed, a
considerable check Will be placed on any atterhpts inade to export slaves from the-
vicinity of the Nunez, if not rendering it almost impessibie. '

Fro'm the Gallinas reports are often heard of slaves being in the neighbourhood.
This formerly was a noted shipping-place. The Liberian authorities, though not
endued with much power, are, I believe, sincere in endeavouring, by their influence,
to put down the Slave Trade.

Commander Wildman, on his recent visit to the Gallinas, found no trace
whatever of any slaving being carried on, not even a barracoon. This, When taken
into consideration With the fact of several vessels having visited that part of the
coast for slaves, but without success, as already stated, justifies our supposing
that the nefarious Traffic has gradually given place to legitimate commerce.

_ As mentioned in former Reports, the presence 9f any suspicious vessels on the
North Coast is soon known at Sierra Leone, when a cruizer immediately proceeds
to look after her.

I am informed, on the authority of the Spanish Consul at Sierra Leone,
that the Spanish vessels trading between the Canary Islands and the North Coast
have all to enter into heavy securities with the authqrities that they will not embark
in any slave speculations. This is, no doubt, a very necessary and wholesome
check, for I frequently notice that vessels clear from the western ports for the
Canaries, and they are generally of small tonnage, and well suited to navigate the
rivers where slaves are to be procured. .

Domestic slavery continues to increase in proportion as legal trade is
developed, but I am happy to say is conducted With more humanity and consider-
ation for the individual than in the Bights and other parts of the station.

Legal Trade,——-Commander Wildman (senior oificer of the division) informs
me,is visibly on the increase everywhere. So many as four well-known legal traders
were seen trading at the Pongas, at one time, by the “ Espoir.”

The legal commerce from the Gallinas cOuntry. is at present estimated at
100,000!. annually, and is on the increase. I

Caast between Cape Palmas and Cape Three Paints.

Rumours having reached me that on the Ivory and Grain Coast, between
Cape Palmas and Cape Three Points and the French Settlements at Grand Bassam,
the Slave Trade was being actively carried 01],; I directed Captain Luce, in the
“ Brisk,” to examine that locality..

After a careful investigation, this ofiicer reported to me that he could find
nothing apparently to justify any. such supposition, though it is impossible to say
from what point, When least suspected, slave—dealers may. not carry on their opera-
tions, This is a part of the coast lying between the North and Bights divisions.
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Rights Division.

The five vessels reported to have escaped, having on board 3,250 negroes,

and the schooner captured by the “ Griffon ” (the only prize that has been taken

for nearly three years), is a clear'proof that the Slave Trade has. increased in this

division, since I last had the honour of reporting on the subject.
I'beg, however, to remark that the vessel which got away, did so between

November 27, 1851, and April 26, 1862, When the “ Prometheus ”' was inside

the bar at Lagos, and peculiar circumstances,-—such as sending the “Antelope ”

With fevercases to Ascension on two occasions, the detention of a schooner at

St. Helena, and also of one at Ascension,——rendered it impossible to keep so good

a watch on the coast as I could have Wished. 7

On looking over reports from Commanders Beamish and Perry, I find that
at the end of last year, and the early part of this, there were plenty of slaves in the

barracoons ready for shipment, and I have not the slightest doubt that the slave-

dealers, who on this part of the coast are men of long experience, and Where

everything connected with this nefarious Traffic is conducted with an ability and

system worthy of a better cause, readily took advantage ofthe opening unavoidably

afi'orded by the absence of our cruizers. ' t ,
Domingo Martinez at Whydah, and Lima at Quittah, are the most active

of that body, to whom a great number of the vessels met with in. the Eights under

Portuguese colours are consigned, and it is well known that these men rarely deal

in anything butslaves, The vessels come principally from the Brazils, and have on
board the cargoes usually carried by palm—oilers. ' .

The Slave Trade in this diVisipn is confined almost entirely to Dahomey’s
country; as stated in my former Reports ; Little Popoe, Aghwey, Great Popoe and

Whydah, being the places where the shipments are usually efi'ected,vand barracoons
are said to exist all along that part of the coast. ' y ’

Adda, on the Volta, a large river contiguous to our Gold Coast Settlement,
is also a great nest of slavery; but as the anchorage off the bar is insecure, and
not a good place for the shipment, thetslaves are generally taken by inland water-
carriage, at the back of Quitta, to some one of the beach towns already mentioned
on Dahomey’s seaboard. _

Slaves between the Volta and Aghwey cost from 40 to 50 dollars, while
those purchased at Whydah sometimes fetch as much as 80 dollars. ‘ ‘ fl , ‘

I hear that a. considerable number of slaves have lately been collected], and
that a steamer and three other vessels are shertly eXpected to arrive in the Rights;
but I feel confident now that we have five cruizers stationed on that part Of the

coast, they will have great difficulty in effecting their purpose. 7
The following circumstance Will show you What a good look-outis now

being kept :—-—A small Hamburgh steamer On her way to Lagos, was a short time
since boarded off Whydah by three of’ our gun-boats, each coming from a different
point of the compass. » y f ’

This attempt at reviving the Slave Trade should be put down at any cost,
or it will certainly be very detrimental to the cbmmerce which has' of late years
developed itself so much in the Rights. \ , ,

The “Griffon’s” prize was condemned at Lagos. 'The formation of a Vice-
Admiralty Court at that place Will, ‘I 'am sure, prove of great benefit to the
squadron, andincrease the efficiency of our cruizers employed on' that part of the
coast. ‘ '

Domestic slavery continues to increase, and is carried on With the greatest
cruelty in our'palm-oil riVers, 'but'more‘ 'particularly so' in the Bonny, Where an
able-bodied slave is only calculated to stand three years’ work in consequence of
the ill—usage he receives. Nor is this to be wondered at, seeing that the natives
are mostly cannibals, though we have had missionaries living amongst them for
years. ‘

Legal Cl‘mcle.'—-Palm oil' is plentiful in the Eights 0f Biafra, ‘ excepting the
Benin, Where, as usual, things are in a very unsatisfactory state; and of late
frequent outrages of a revolting nature have occurred, as alreadyreported.‘ ,
. ,In the Bonny, trade has increased very much, and‘ the supplies of palm oil
1s said to be greater than all the West Africanrivers put together. ,

At Anamaboe, a little to the seuthward of Cape Coast Castle, a prosperous
trade is being carried on; also I am informed'that Whydah, Great and Little
Popoe, 8m, furnish palm oil in small quantities. This will account for the legal
traders that are met With by our cruizers on that part'of the coast.
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Most of the trade from Accra, though jointly occupied by the Dutch and
ourselves, finds its'way into the English market, in spite of the Customs dues (2 per

cent. on all imports, levied by the Government of the Gold Coast), while the Dutch
impose none; but in consequence of all suspicieus vessels anchoring in Dutch

waters, to avoid the search of our cruizers, most of the port dues fall to their lot.

A brisk trade, principally in palm oil, is carried 011 along the coast betWeen

Great Benby and Ivory Town by the British merchapts, who I hear send out annually

about twenty brigs of 250 tons burden. _ ' _
Good stock may be had at Adda, Accra, and Jelli Coffee, with facfllty, and

at a very reasonable price. At the latter plate, sheep weighing 15 lbs. are

bought at 2 dollars, ducks and fowls six for a fiollar, and turkeys from 7 to

11 lbs., I to 1% dollar each. .

On account of the wars that have raged so long, all the oil was not collected
last year, the exports from Lagos being considerably below the average, amounting

Gnly to 3,865 tons of palm oil, 2,618 lbs. of ivory; 1,303 bales or 153,754 lbs. of

cotton. 1,200 tons of oil were collected at Palma, end about the same quantity at

Badagry. This year, however, I am happy to say, the palm oil from Lagos has
increased, and the season promises to be remarkably good. Great quantities of oil
are regularly sent home by the mail-packets. '

‘ The cotton trade is increasing very rapidly at Lagos in spite of the wars,
but the want of some person With a knowledge of the growth, &c., of this most

useful article is greatly felt, and would tend much to improve its quantity as well
as increase the returns.

The Lagos trade comes chiefly from the direction of Porto Novo and-Badagry
to the westward; from Abbeokuta and its river, the Ogun, to the northward and
north-westward; from the town of * lbadan to the north-eastward; and finally to
the eastward of Lagos, from the Jaboo country. Commander Beamish’s Journal
to the 30th June last gives a full and very interesting account on this subject. ’

, Supplies of beef, yams, corn, vegetables, and fowls would be good at Lagos

were itdnot for the present unsettled state of the cpuntry. Beef is 7d. per 1b., and

yams 2 .

South Division.

Although slaves have been more than usually plentiful, I am happy to sew,

owing to the circumstances already explained, the $lave Trade from this portion of
the coast, so far as relates to the export of slaves, has materially decreased. ‘

The few suspicious Vessels seen on the South'Divisio'n during the past twelve

months has been subject of general remark, while to the slave-dealers a matter
of considerable loss, not only on account of the number of slaves they have had on

hand With no opportunity of shipping them, but also that a greater number of
vessels havebeen capturedby our cruizers in proportion to those that are said- ’60
have got away.

The fact that during the “Torch’s” visit to Punta da Lenha in June last,
the master and several of the crew of the brig captured by that vessel in the previous
March ‘were met with, proves the scarcity of slave-Vessels.

The Congo still continues to be the inexhaustible source ‘of this inhuman
Traffic, the slaves being brought down from the upper countries by 'water-carriage,
‘and shipped principally at the undermentioned platees, viz. 2—-
V’ tNorth of the Congo.-——Banda Point, Landano; Black Point, Cabenda, and

1s a.
In the Congo.———Punta da Lenha, Bullock Island, and Bullembumba.
South of the C0ngo.-—'Mangue Grande, Mecula,Moanda, Kiléongo, Ambrizette,

and Bahia Funda. ' -
Cabe'nda, the Congo, and its immediate neighbourhood, are, however, more

generally employed for this purpose. ‘ '
Slaves, I hear, are still continued to be shipped from Cape Lopez to the

, Island of St. Thomas, in small. coasting vessels, but I do not think it is carried on
to any great extent

In consequence of this and the so-called free emigration from Loanda, also'
the fact that the Portuguese schooner “ Mondego” is said to be employed in taking
slaves from Whydah to' that island, I have ordered a cruizer (“ Wrangler”) to
proceed toSt. Thomas for the purpoée of gaining information on the matter as to
Whether these negroes are actually required for and employed on the island,- or
whether St. Thomas is simply a sort of halfway house between Africa and the
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Western ports. I have not yet had time to receive Commander Beamish’s

ort.
rep A suspicious vessel was on the coast to the southward of St.Paul de _Loanda

the end of last year, endeavouring to procure a cargo of slaves, but I do not think

she succeeded. . . V, , .

. This part of the station has been visited by the “ Arrogant,” Alecto” (twice),

and “ Philomel ” during the past twelve months, but no indication of any slaving

was discovered, and I certainly do not think that much exists, although it is said

that slaves are shipped in 'small numbers whenever a favourable opportunity offers,

'at Equimina Bay, by a Senhor Ignasio, and who carries on a considerable trade in

rum, employing about 800 slaves. ‘ .

At Benguela, also, slaving is supposed to be carried on at times ; there

certainly appears not to be sufficient legal trade to account ’for the prosperous

appearance of this town. The natives are here more intelligent than those generally

met with on this part of the coast. -
The Slave Trade, as stated in former Reports, is conducted by agents mostly

Portuguese, who are stationed at various points, and deal with the native brokers,

Punta da Lenhafabout twenty-six miles up the Congo, being still the head-quarters

of this nefarious Traffic. It is there that all the arrangements are made for shipping,

such as laying the slave-deck, filling up with water, and in some cases even taking

on board the slaves ; here also vessels often change hands, as well as Captains.

Punta da Lenha is a mere assemblage of factories built on piles, a. dense bush

coming down to within fifty yards in the rear of the houses. The last time the

“ Arrogant’s ’7 boats visited this place (in July), there were nine , Portuguese

factories, one Dutch, one American, and only one English, belonging to Messrs.

Tobin and Sons of Liverpool.
The natives around are remarkably lawless, so much so that our own merchants

‘ have been frequently maltreated, and, as we are not able to afford them protection,

are removing their business elsewhere. 3 .

As the legal trade from this point is very inconsiderable, and certainly not

sufiicient to keep up so many factories, it is Only reasonable to suppose that these

nine Portuguese firms, must be interested in fostering the Slave Trade ; and it is a

noticeable fact, that in many parts of Africa When there is not, much commerce,

merchants derive a great part of their profits directly 'from the Slave Trade and

intestine wars: for, if a slave is to be bought, the dealer goes to the merchant ; an'd

Eds also well known from whatquarterthese commodities and the hard cash are

, erived. -

The usual price of a slave on the South Coast is twenty- dollars. Those

procured at Kilongo are said to be most sought after in Cuba. ' '

It is worthy of remark that thetlast cargoes taken have been found to consist
almost entirely of children, thereby showing that slaves are furnished as much by

V barter (with their parents) as from prisoners taken in battle. '
I find, from information received from the crew of the “ Zebra’s ” prize, that

two more vessels had sailed from one of the north-east ports of Cuba, at the same

time that she did for this part of the coast. , , .
French Emigration.—The purchase of negroes under this head, I am told, ceased

0n the 30th of June last on the West Coast. The following-particulars will give
you some idea how extensively the system has been carried on.‘ ,

Four hundred negroes were shipped in November 1861 from Loango, and
there were 300 at that depét the following month. ' , ’ ‘

. About the end of February last there were 600 emigrants at the depot at the
Bananas, Rivet; Congo; 200 at Embomma, thexgreat slave—market' in the interior,

about thirty miles from P_unta da Lenha; and 200 at Loango: in all 1000 emigrants.
Commander Smith, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Torch,” visited the depot at

Bananas on the 20th of May, where he was very cordially received and shown over
the establishment. He reports the “ Ville d’Aig‘ues Mortes ” having sailed with a
largenumbei' in the early part of April; they (the emigrants) appeared to be well

loeked after and cheerful. I am informed the Agents pay about the value of from
thlrty to forty dollars for each emigrant. ‘ _ _ , _ , V

This scheme, by keeping up‘ a regular market in the «interior, has, beyond a

do_ubt, tended towards the increase of the Slave Trade, for the negroes Who are
rejected by thevFrench Agents are available to be bought upvby the slave-dealer‘s
at a reduced price. ’ ' ' ‘

ghe soxalled free emigration to St. Thomas’s, froin St. Paul’s de Loanda, is
LASS .' . V t
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still being carried on, under the protection of passports signed by the Governor-
General of the Province of Angola.

This has already been made the subject .of special communication, and is a
question that, I imagine, can only be settled by the ‘respective Home Governments.
I have, however, left no opportunity of remonstrating with his Excellency; and "I
am‘happy to find that the English Directors of the Portuguese mail—boats having
strongly objected to‘it, those vessels will no longer assist in the transport of the
me roes. ,
g The annexed List (Inclosure 3), which waskind‘ly furnished me by Mr. Gabriel,

Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, shows that so many as 881 of these Africans
were shipped between the 2nd October, 1861, and the 17th April, 1862, Whether
under compulsion or of their own free will is a matter of doubt which calls for an
explanationfrom the Portuguese Government. .

Commander Baby, of the “Alecto,” reports having visited the “ Tarugo
Seeundo,” With 30 of these peOple on board, on the 11th December last. They
were all dressed alike, and their passports in the Captain’s charge.

Legal Trade.—-The frequent lawless and piretical acts committed by' the
.natives in the Congo ha‘ve compelled Mr. Meecharn, agent to Messrs. Tobin and
Sons,'of Liverpool, to remove elsewhere; and Mr. Plough, of the firm of Hatton and
Cookson, has by this time, no doubt, followed. 1 find also that the American
house has been broken up, and the agent joined the slave-establishment at
Moanda; so' the river is now left entirely in the hands of the slave—dealers as far as
we are concerned.

Only s0 recently as last month one of the “ Espoir’s” boats, on her way to
Punta da Lenha, was fired upon when ofi' Bullock Island by a boat and several
canoes, full of blacks; and for some time past it has been unsafe for the traders’
launches to go up and down the river, the natives always attacking them if in
sufficient force to do so, When the Gabenda crew are murdered without hesitation,
and the boats pillaged, each boat thus captured being made use of to increase their
force.

The Dutch factory at Bananas is, I believe, the only really legal house in
the Congo, and being close to the entrance of the river‘is less liable to the molesta-
tion of the natives, and at the same time in a better position to command the protec-
tion of men-of-war. ‘

I feel certain, in the course of a short time, when the Slave Trade Will have
become a more hazardous speculation, in consequence Of the increased powers
po‘ssessed by our cruizers by the recent Treaty with America, that a very good
palm—oil trade might easily be established at Bananas. At present, however,I
think it would be of little use to do so. ‘ ,

The English and Dutch factories established last year at Chincoxo and
Landano, to the northward of the Congo, are, I am happy to say, doing well.

At Loango, now that the French Emigration Depot has been closed, no
doubt the trade in ivory, wax, copper, gum, &c., will soon revive.

At Kinsembo there are several Eumpean faetories. including two English,
and it is getting a. place of considerable importance. I Visited it in May last. The
chief articles of commerce are ivory, gum, ground nuts, hides, bees’ wax, coffee
and copper in‘ small quantities ; it has also a good supply of stock and vegetables;
also bullocks: but unfortunately it labours under the serious disadvantage of a
bad landing. , ,

The copper mines at Cuio, south of St. Paul’s de Loanda, are doing very
well indeed, and quite a settlement has been formed in conseQuence. The “ Alecto”
visited this place on the .lst of November last year. Commander Raby reports
that the mines are situated four miles inland, and that so much as seven tons of ore
are sent down to the beach daily, containing on an average about 25 per cent. of ,
copper. Since then Senhor Flores has had machinery out from England which has
greatly facilitated the working of the mines, and increased the returns.

, In concluding this Report,’it must be evident to all that, however much
.the exertionsof our cruizers may hamper the operations of the slave-dealers, as
long as the demand exists, and the Spanish authorities are not made to keep faith
with us, according to existing Treat. , slaves will always find their way across, the
temptation being so great and the remuneration certain. I, however, anticipate
great results from our Treaty with America. ‘
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Inclosure 3 in No. 124.
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A LIST of Vessels which have sailed from the Port of Luanda for St. Thomas, between October 1, 1861, and
April 30, 1862

 

 

 

 

Number of

Date Name. Rig. Captain. am; :5: :1? Total;

33 5’ § 2°
w A Ln Z

7361
Oct. 2 D. Antonia. . . . Steamer A. J. Ramalho . . . . , 10 52 62
—” 3 Andorinha do Tejo .. Brig .. . E. A. Pereira .. 10 . . 12 22
,, 21 Zaire .. .. Steamer . . C. C. de P. Ferreira. . . 2 8 79 89

Dec. ' 6 D. Pedro .. .. Ditto . . . . J. P. Leitao . . . . 10 70 80

” 8 Tarrugo Secundo .. Brigantine ., J. de 0. Franco . . . 10 2O 30

,, 10 Sofia . - .. Brig . . . A. Netto . . . 10 25 35

,, 25 Liberdade . . . . Brigantine . J. A. Esteves . . 10 . . 21 31

1862
Jan. 8 Estaphania. . . . Steamer . . T.A.d’01iveira . . . . . . 118 118

n 16 Quinta de Pontevel . . Brigantine . . J. M. de Camara . . 10 . 20, 30

Feb. 2 D. Antonia. . . . Steamer . . A J.Rama1ho . ., 10 . 113 1-23

March 8 Clé . . . . Brigantine . . M. G. dosSantos . . 8 2 31. 41

,, 14 Africa. . . . . Steamer . . J T. Caiada . . 10 . . 105 115

29 Zaire .. .. Ditto .. J. M de Branco . . .. 10 32 42

April 17 Liberdade ».. .. Brigantine ., J. A. Esteves 11.0 .. 53 63

70 60 751 881       
 

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, C’om’madore‘and Sem'ar 0' car.

 



(160)

EAST COAST OF AFRICA STATION.

 

No. 125.

Lieutenant MoHardy to Captain Philips.

“Penguin,” tender t9 “Narcissus,” Pomony Harbour,
Sir, August 15, 1861.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 24th June, When twelve miles
south fifty-six east of Quirimba Island, 1 boarded a dhow with Portuguese colours;
she had on board 11 slaves (3 of them children), who were navigating the dhow
(no other crew on board). I found in her two pair of slave irons; and this circum-
stance, and that the captain, whose name was on her papers, was not on board,
induced me to seize her as a vessel engaged, or haying been engaged, in the illicit
Traffic of Slaves. .

The vessel not being fit to make a voyage to any port of adjudication, measured
her and then scuttled her.

During our stay at Rovooma Bay, 8 of the slaves ran, leaving the three children
on board.

I have, &C.
(Signed) J. G. M0 HARDY.

 

N0. 126.

Rear—Admiml Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Narcissus,” h‘imon’s Bay, November 20, 1861.
I REQUEST you will lay before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty

the half-yearly Reports from the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cr‘uizers named in
the margin,'on Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa, for the period between the
1st January and 30th June, 1861, together with‘ the accompanying abstract of
slave-vessels captured and slaves emancipated. »

From these documents it will be seen that the Slave Trade is still most
actively carried on, more particularly by the northern Arab vessels which come
down from the Red Sea and Persian Gulf with the last of the north-east monsoon,
in the months of January, February; and' March, and return again at the commence-
ment of the south-west winds, in April, freighted with human beings, I believe
that forty or fifty of these craft pass and call at Zanzibar annually, on their way
to the rivers and ports in Africa, where they kidnap the natives, commit all sorts
of ravages and depredations, to the annihilation of legitimate commerce, and carry
offevery year upwards of 10,000 negroes of both sexes into slavery. These vessels

. belong to the independent and piratical Chiefs on the coasts of Arabia, and they
defy the present weak and corrupt Government of the Sultan of Zanzibar with the
greatest impunity. ‘

This year,’however, I am glad to observe that they have received a severe
check, by the prompt and salutary measures of Commander Oldfield, who I learn,
at the request of the Sultan, burnt (several of their vessels at Zanzibar, and
destroyed others in that neighbourhood, numbering altogether eighteen, which have
been duly condemned in the Vice-Adm‘iralty Court at the Cape of Good Hope.
The,“ Sidon” also seized seven vessels on that coast, which were adjudicated at
Mauritius. '_ ' '

It is estimated that each dhow will take from 100 to 300 slaves, which” shows
the fearful extent to which this abominable and depopulating Traffic is Carried 0n
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‘by this means alone. I purpose to have the coast, both north and south of
Zanzibar, rigorously watched 1n the ensuing season, and to’ endeavour to stop the
vile proceedings of these maritime Arab tribes.

Some of these tribes have located themselves at different places en the coast of
Africa and at the ‘Comoro Islands, betWeen which and Madagascar they carry on a
considerable Slave Trade in conneetion with the French and Portuguese, by'hative
vessels and dhows, several of which have been intercepted. And'it. is from these
sources that the Spanish vessels, Brazilian, and those of distant slave—trading
nations obtain, their cargoes, at dephts formed in Some of the'western ports of
Madagascar; and I have reason to believe that although only one Spanish vessel
was captured by the “Persian ” in January last, yet several others have'escaped,
probably in consequence of the limited-number of cruizers' in the-l‘vlozambique,
which, from a variety of causes, was unavoidable. ' ' . ,

Had not the disturbed state of the Colony of Natal, together with other circum- .
stances, prevented it, I should have Visited the East Coast of Africa in my flag-ship,
and strengthened the squadron for a short period. I trust, hewever, .to give their
Lordships a more satisfactory account of the exertions of the, cruizers on that
division in my next half-yearly Report. The several ships” companies, by my latest
accounts, were healthy. ‘ . v ' ~ - - . .

In conclusion, I beg to observe that from all the - information. receiVed,‘;I learn
that the so-called French emigration of negroes from the East Coast of. Africa is
carried On With as much vigour as ever.. ' ' ' ' ' '

I purpose to visit the West Coast of Africa early in the ensuing year, and hope .
to be enabled to furnish their Lordships with -a:Report of theSlave Trade on that
part of my station. .Ihave just learnt that all the American vessels of war have
quitted that coast to return to the States. ' \ ~

'_ _ ,lhave,&c. .
'(Signed) B. 'W. WALKER.

 

' Inclosure 1 in No. 126.

Report on Slave Trade by Captain de Horsey.

HER, Majesty’s ship under my command having been employed about the Cape of Good Hope during the
hast half-year, I have at present no observations to make upon the Slave Trade, as requiifed by the instructions
for the suppression of the Slave Trade. . ; . V

* , (Signed) A. J. R. DE HORSEY, Captain.
“Brisk," at Sea, Jams 30, 1861. i , ' ' « . ._

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 126.

Report an Slave Trade by Commander Olql/ield.

DURING the months of December, January, and February,'dhows. the property of Arabs from the piratical
coast in the Persian Gulf, to the number of 100 or_ upwards, visited Zanzibar, and by the end of March had
obtained possession, by theft ‘and purchase, of slaves to the number of 4,000. , y

2. Between'the 10th and 20th of March, the wind having'set in from the southward, a fleet of some 15 or 20
of these northern dhows, with some 1,000 or 1,500 slaves on board; started on their return north. '
_ 3. Between the 20th of VMarch and 20th of April, during which time Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” was at or ,
3n the vicinity of Zanzibar, 1,500 or 1,800 slaves were shipped, and, in most part, for the Persian Gulf ; and, had
It not been for the exertions of Her Majesty’s Political Agent, Lieutenant-Co’lon‘el Rigby, together with the
presence of the “Lyra,” 1,500 more would have been shipped. ' i ‘ ‘ - ' ' .

4. 0f the last 1,500 or'l,800 slaves shipped, 350 to 450 were in dhows, the' prepe'rtyr of Arabs from the
coasts of Madagoza and Somali. ' V i V ‘

. 5. By the 20th of April the fleet of dhoWs from the Persian Gulf, with only five or six exceptions, was seen
by thef‘Lyra ” out of Zanzibar harbour, and north of the Pemba Channel, the strength of wind and current
greventing their return until the change of monsoon, namely, about November. The exceptionsreferred to were
In the River Tonga, namely, aboilt twenty—five to thirty miles south of Wasseen, and could not be reached by the
boats of the “ Lyra,” although they attempted to reach them, stress of weather causing the failure. The number
of slaves on board these five or six dhows was about 300. , ’

6. The number of these northern dhows that went away empty was‘ about forty-si-x or fifty, and the number
of full 'seizureé made by the “ Lyra. ” was four, and fourteen empty. ‘ ' ,

' 7. The practice of piratical dhoWs coming from the Persian Gulf to Zanzibar is a yearly one, and ‘when‘e‘n
ironic the ports south of Lamoo are visited for the same purpose as Zanzibar. Those'that succeed en route South
form a depét at a port south of the one of'their success until their return visit; ' '
, 8. On their arrival at Zanzibar they commit theft and murder without fear'of punishment, both one and the
other being carried’on with the knowledge, and, in many cases, connivance, 'of the highest of the oficers of
HIB‘Highn'ess the Sultali. In proof thereof Her Majesty’s Political Agent can’g'ive many instances;

9- Hi5 Highness the Sultan is in such fear of these Northern Arabs that on their demand he annually
CLASS. A. '

>
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dispenses a sum to the amount of 15,000 and 25,000 dollars. As an instance of their efi'rontery, on the 8th of
March last'a number of Beni-Boo~Ali Arabs assembled around the American Consulate; they severely wounded
four servants of the Consulate, and locked the Consul in his house and blockaded it all day. Other Northern
Arabs at the same time went through the town brandishing drawn swords, and calling out that they wanted the
blood of a white man; and it was only after paying a sum of 500 dollars to the Sheik of the party that the
blockade of the Consulate was withdrawn. On more than one occasion has Her Majesty’s Political Agent been
compelled to seek the aid of His Highness’ soldiers to insure his life and property from the attack or insult of these
Northern pirates.

10. On the setting in of the south-west monsoon, namely, about he middle of April, dhows, in most part the
property of the Zanzibar Arabs, run cargoes of slaves to Lamoo and tp the ports north of Zanzibar, which dhowS,
With very few exceptions, run their cargoes without the sanction of His Highness the Sultan; and, in consequence
of having defrauded the Custom-house by passing outside of the Islanfi of Zanz1bar, and having no Custom-house
clearance, are by His Highness acknowledged as amenable to seizurefbeing guilty of a breach of‘ the Treaty Of
1847, in spirit, if not in letter.

11. To intercept vessels of this description I should have stood pfl' and on the East Coast of Pemba in the
“Lyra,” and watched Lamoo and its immediate vicinity with the pinnace and gig.

12. Of European vessels, I have ‘been informed that, late in Fehruary or early in March, a brig obtained a
cargo of slaves froth Mungqlho. Another vessel, namely, the Spanish brig “ Cafidad," visited the coast between
Mozambique and Mombaza between the months of February and Match, and, although with nothing seizable on
board, was engaged in the Slave Trade, being atjthat time, and snbseq‘pently, employed as a tender and spy by two
slave-vessels. One, I have reason to believe, intended to ship her cargo on or off the coast of Madagascar, and
the other in the vicinity of Ibo; the duty of this brig being to assist in or arrange the purchase and shipment of
slaves, and to find out the eruizing-ground of the several cruisers. Sl‘lch was the employment of the Spanish brig
“Numa,” last year, in connection with the three or four vessels seeking slaves in the vicinity of Zanzibar.

13. The station south of Cape Delgado I have not visited, but know that slaves were plentiful and cheap
in February last at Mozambique, and I do not doubt that many were exported from there during the last six
months.

14. Into the Comoro Islands I cannot find that many slaves have been imported during the last six months.
Into Mayotte very few, if any, have been; the dread of capture by the “Lyra” being such that no Arab will
gentile to run a cargo for the planters, although they offer tolerably high premiums over and above the ordinary
rei tage.

g 15. Towards the end of the monsoon, namely, about September, attempts will be made to run some few slaves
to the coasts of Madagoza, Somali, and the Persian Gulf, or, rather, such is the yearly custom, the number
averaging between 500 and 1,000.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 12$.

Commander Stirling to Rewr-Admzral Sir B. Walker.

(Extract.) “ Wasp,” Mauritius, June 30, 1861.
MY visit was limited to that part of the coast of Africa which lies between Mazimba, in latitude 11° 20’

south, and Maunbané Point, in latitude 13° south. I found Portuguese influence everywhere prevailing, and
their supremacy generally acknowledged; but in some parts the hatives, whilst unwillingly admitting their
power, yet deny that they have any sort of right to any part of the coast. , . ‘

The Portuguese have established themselves at intervals all along the'coast, and their principal trafiie is in.
slaves, which are shipped at from 25 to 35 dollars a head. Their chief settlement hereabOuts is Ibo, which is
the seat of Government of" a province called the “ Isles of Cape Delgado,” which extends from Cape Delgado,
in the north, to some point between Mozambique and Maunbané Phint. This Government is subordinate to
that of the Province of Mozambique, where there is a 'Governor-Get‘leral. The settlements next in importance
seem to be at Point Pangane, the Island of Matemo, and the mouths of the Rivers Coamacomo and 'Ltimba05 to
the northward of Ibo: and Point Quisanga, and the Island of Queremba, which is separated from Ibo only at
high water, to the southward. - ' ‘ . ' ‘ ' ,

At the time of my visit, there were about 55000 or 6,000 slaves on this part of the coast, all ready for
embarkation. . 1 -‘ ' > ~

At Ibo the town swarmed with slaves, and every house had a barraeoon attached. No signs of commerce
or agriculture presented themselves, and I 'believe that :none exists. The Governor, Major Tito, is said
formerly to have been very friendly to the British and hostile to the Slave Trade, but now he certainly
countenances the Traflic, if, indeed, he is not himself amassing a fortune by it. , 'j

There is also a settlement at Pemba Bay, on the southernmost point, at the entrance of that‘capacious
harbour; but the country around is so sterile that the Portuguese there areientirely'dependent on Ibo for '
supplies, while water can only be procured at a distance, and is very badhaiid’ they are so sickly that there is
some likelihood of their abandoning it. Their present practice is to cross thebay in boats, make aforay among
the nearest tribes, kidnap as many as they can, and then return to their settlement, Where the slaves are kept
’until dhows arrive from Ibo with provisions, 8w. ' ' ' ‘

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 126.

Captain Crawford to Rear-Athm'xral Sir E, Walker.

' “ Sidon,” at Mummies, June 30, 1861.
_ WITH reference to Article III. Section 2, of the Instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I

have the honour to ac luaint yo, ‘ that fmm my observation, added to the information. recently received on the
East African Station, the Slave Trade has been particularly active for some time past, and. has of late years
engrossed nearly the entire attention of the Portuguese in the difl‘erent settlements of the Mozambique-

The Slave Trade has also, for some time past, been carried on from the chief Portuguese settlements, suchas Mozambique, Ibo, Quillimane, Inhamhane, &c., by Arabt-dxhows, which ship the slaves in small quantitiGS, at

six,
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the places mentioned, for conveyance to the different ort f 1

Nos Bell, &c., wiltlere the slaves are reshipped to large veielssdgstifihdgffgzh’a and to the French settlements at

Ma£11£ifigzlioszvgagc§§§getlilalayathe“: Sfi-don ” 1131 ngruary last, wlvith 275 slaves on board, on her way from

Johanna. 1 . p om a r. oseph, an assxstant to Mr. Sunley, the British Consul at

Three vesse s, boarded by the “Sidon,” cart ' ' '. _ . . ,ymg slaves were In the o ' '
gl?::sR§;y,P:h;ifizgxstl; Cgmsul atdZanfilbar, and one vessel, with 37 glsjnglfiagdpta:518): ffgfisstlllegitl'zng11;:

em e, un . ‘ ' 'Slaves. , 1) er 1; e Impresswn that the Consul 3 pass was a guarantee for not carrying

I would, therefore, respectfully recommend that the C '. . ensuls may be lustructed not 1:
the future, which can serve no good purpose, and 1n some instances have proved detrimgngfiz ihzllsgggizzggl‘l‘
of the Slave Trade.

. I have, 8m.

(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD.
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i No. 127. ‘ '

Rear-Admz'ml Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

(Extract) ‘ “Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, December 19, 18.61.

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissmnets

of the Admiraly, Commander Oldfield’s Report of his proceedingsvat Zanzibar In
Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” in the months of March and April last, and 0f the

services he had rendered to the Sultan of Zanzibar, at that Sovereign’s request,

made to him through Her Majesty’s Consul, in clearing that port of a number of

piratical dhows.

 

Inclosure 1 ‘in No. 127.

Commander Oléfield to Captain .De Horsey.

(Extract) “Lyra,” Mahé, Seychelles, June 8, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to report my proceedings since my departure from Mahorige Roads on Wednesday.

6th of March. ' ‘
Saturday, March 9.-—Arrived ofi‘ the entrance of the River Ravooma; found awaiting my arrival

Dr. Livingstone in Her Majesty’s ship “ Pioneer." ' 4
Monday, March 11.—Embarked the Lord Bishop of Central Africa and chaplain on board Her Majesty’s ship

“ Pioneer,” having previously provisioned and coaled her. Shortly after noon Dr. Livingstone and party
proceeded in the “ Pioneer ” up the river. . ,

Thursday, illarch 14.——Returned on board, having accompanied Dr. Livingstone as far as twenty~five miles
up the river. Great difficulties were experienced in attaining 'even that short distance in three days. In two
places not more than 5 feet water could be obtained in the whole width of‘the river (the average depth of the
river being from 9 feet to 15 feet). ‘

Friday, March 15.—-Proéeeded for Zanzibar. ' ‘
Monday, March 18.——-After dark anchored ofl" Kivaly Island, distant eighteen miles south of the anchorage of

Zanzibar. Communicated, without loss of time, by boat with Her Majesty’s Consul.
Tuesday, March 19,—Noon, anchored in Zanzibar harbour, moving north to the anchorage of Boobooboo, V

viz., a distance of six miles, at sunset. ' L ’
Wednesday, March 20.—-—-Proceeded to sea before daylight; _‘with the intention of visiting the varidus anchorages

as far north as Lamoo, hoping thereby to intercepta great part of a fleet of slavedhOws, the property of Arabs from.
the Persian Gulf, and who had left Zanzibar some few days previous to my arrival there. The number of slaves
stated to be contained in the said fleet (of from fifteen to twenty vessels) is supposed to exceed 1,200. . y ‘ ,

Inclosure No. 2 is a copy of a letter from Her Majesty’s Political Agent at Zanzibar, calling, in my opinion,
for active measures, “ and without loss of time.” '

V Before proceeding to sea I dispatched Lieutenant De Wahl in charge of the pinnace and second Whaler, ton
watch the movements .of a Spanish brig lying in the harbour, and to check the export of slaves from the port and
its immediate vicinity during my absence. _ . , ,

Sunday, March 31.——Anchored in Zanzibar harbour, having during my twelve days’ cruize proceeded no further
north than Wasseen, viz., 100 miles; the number of cases of fever amongst the "working men 'of the ship's
company rendering a further movement away from Lieutenant De Wahllan'd the boats unadvisable, notwith-
stahding I had certain information of four dhows with slaves in being within sail, and easy reach to the northward.
During the eruize I made seizure of three slave dhows, as is shown in Inclosures Nos. 2, 9, and 11. Lieutenant '
Maxwell during the game period, inthe pinnace, made a seizure, as is shown in Inclosure No. 10. .

Another reason independent of the boats' chews and other working- men being more or less ill, the condenser '
gave out, and with only two tons of water in the ship. Had I, therefore, proceeded north, and having to water.
with the small means at my disposal, I should not, in all probability, have succeeded in returning to Zanzibar
until after thesetting in of the south-west monsoon, or, in other words, until after the departure of the larger
portion of the fleet of slave-dhows,‘ bound to" the Persian Gulf, with (prbbably) 2,000 slaves on board. '

April15.-—Having started from out of Zanzibar harbour, the whole of the dhows, the property of the'
Northern Arabs, to whom His Highnew the Sultan would not give passes of protection (vim, one stating his
Ibelief as'to their honesty of purpose’),'I proceededfor >Wasseen with ther’intention of visiting the ports and
anchorages south of it, so ’as to ensure the departure of ’all suspicious vessels from the coast; as, when once north

‘ 0f Wasseen, the strong monsoon and current insured no return for at least four months, by which time I doubt
not hut that some man-of-war will be selected to work this division of the station. Lieutenant De Wahl preceded
me in charge of' the two Whalers, having left Zanzibar on ,the 12th instant. . , ' j

April I7.—Ar'1chored in Waeseen harbour. ' - ,
Monday, April 22.—Proceeded 'for the Seychelles, the health of the ship’s company {rendering such 3' step ‘

§0mpulsory’_ a, longer Stay on the '_coast being by "no means admissible, very heavy .rains having set in; and
pudependent 'of the ship’s company, to the number'of 25, including the surgeon, suffering from fever and

. dysentery, the slaves, of whom I had 210 on board, began to complain of bowel complaint, although, en the
' ._wh_ole,' wonderfully healthy; and were an epidemic, 'such as dysentery, to break out amangst them, theillnese

.of the: surgeony and the paucity of medicine on board, would have rendered it next to impossible to have
t - H ' assisted them.

I regretted having to leave so suddenly, as, could I have prolonged my stay on- the cQaSt another week, '
Idoubt not but Ishould have'succeeded 'in making seizure of four dhows, with slaves in, south of Wasseen,
whatever else I might have done no‘rth. Those south Lieutenant Maxwell endeavoured to reach in the pinnace
and gig, but was obliged to bear up from stress of weather. ‘ , ,

Monday, May 13.—After a tedious passage of twenty-one days, arrived here. I regret to say that during
that tige, gft- G. Magee, Gunner, and one petty oficer, died from dyse'ntery,‘and G‘slaves also died from the
ame Isor er.

Wednesday, May l5.-f-Landed the slaves, the Colonial Government taking charge of the same in conse—
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quence of my representing that, for the health of the ship’s company, and for the benefit of the service, they Should

he removed from the ship without delay.
The Inclosures Nos. 12 to_21 inclusive are explanatory of my preceedings in the capture of fourteen slave

dhows between the lst April and 17th April inclusive. Inclosures N93. 3 to 7 are copies of the correspondence
authorizing me to act as I dicl in the harbour of Zanzibar and its vicinity. Inclosure No. 22 is a detailed acéount
of the two gigs of Her Majesty’s ship under my command having heen beaten off from a piratical slaver on
the 4th April, a. circumstance much to be regretted.

To efi'ect the seizures, and to check the shipment of slaves from the port of Zanzibar and its immediate

neighbourhood, the boats of the “Lyra” were away both night and gay, and most arduously and creditably did
the officers and men perform their duties; and although my success was by no means as satisfactory as I could

have wished, I don’t conscientiously think more could be expected f‘rom'the small means at my disposal. It
being the commencement of the rainy season, heavy rains were at times experienced, and during the day strong
breezes, very much stronger than other but long and fast boats coulfi he expected to contend with fast-sailing
vessels of the dhow build; and run excessively fast they certainly do.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 127.

Lieutenant—Colonel Rigby to Commamiler Oldfield.

Sir, Zanzibar, March 19, 1861.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that this harbour is at present full of dhows and bedens belonging to

the piratical Arabs of the Persian Gulf, who come here every year at this season, solely for the purpose of stealing
children and slaves, which they convey to the Persian Gulf for sale.

2. Thousands of these pirates are at present residing in this town and its environs; they are the terror of the
inhabitants; they commit the greatest outrages with impunity; the soldiers of His Highness the Sultan are afraid
to interfere with them Not a day passes without slaves and children heing stolen from the inhabitants, and it is

estimated that between 5,000 and 6,000 are every year taken north for sale by these pirates.
3. On the 8th instant, a large number of these wretches assembled near the American Consulate, they

severely wounded four servants of the Consulate, and then locked the Consul in his house, and blockaded it all
day; others went through the town brandishing drawn swords, and cailling out that they wanted the blood of a
white man.

4. By Article V of the Treaty entered into by all the Maritime Chiefs of the Persian Gulf with the British
Government, dated 8th January, 1820, it is agreed that all vessels belonging to subjects of the Chiefs Who are
parties to the Treaty shall “ have in their possession a register, signed with the signature of their Chief, in which
shall be the name of the vessel, its length, breadth, and how many kerahs it holds ; and they shall also have in
their possession another writing (port clearance), signed with the signeture of their Chief, in which shall be the
name of the owner, the name of the nakoda, the number of men, number of arms, from whence sailed, at

w‘hattime, and to what port bound; and if a British or other vessel meets them, they shall produce the register

and the clearance.”
5. By Article IX of the same Treaty, it is agreed that “ the carrying 011' of slaves, men, women, or children,

from the coast of Africa, or elsewhere, and the transporting them in veesels, is ‘ plunder’ and ‘ piracy.’ "
6. By the terms of an Engagement entered into between Her Majesty and the Maritime Chiefs of the

Persian Gulf, dated 30th April. 1847, it is agreed that the cruizers of the British Government shall seize and

confiscate any vessels belonging to their respective subjects found exBorting slaves from the coast of Africa, or
elsewhere, upon any pretext whatever.

7. I consider it very advisable that a British ship of war should remain at this port, or in the neighbour-
hood, until the pirate Arabs have taken their departure; owing to the winds they must all leave within the next
month. Owing to the weakness of the Sultan’s Government, all classes of people here are in fear of these
pirates, and your presence will tend to restore confidence, and be a grhat eheekto the export of slaves by these
piratical Arabs. '

I have, 8w.
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY.

 

' ”Inclosure 3 in No. 127.

Lieutemt-Colomlmm #0 commando; 'Oldfield.

Sir. , Zanzibar, April 8, 186-1.
I HAVE. the honour to inform you that two of the chief Arabs of Zanzibar, by name Sayyid Mahomed bin

Salem and Sayyid Hamood, called on me yesterday with a letter from His Highness the Sultan, in which he
desires me to consult with them, acting on his behalf, and with full powers from him, respecting the best measures
to adopt to get rid of the piratical Arabs who have been committing such outrages and piraeies here.

2. It has been agreed betweenius that all the piratical dhows now in the harbour shall be allowed two days to
leave the harbour, unmo'lested, ‘provided they did so in a. peaeeahle manner, and permit the visits of the boats of
Her Majestyts ship under your command on arriving outside the harbour, in order to ascertain whether any
Akita: shaves are on board. 7

3. His Highness' Secxetary has this morning called upon me with a message from His Highness, stating that
he fully approves of the stipulation we have made, but has allowed the piratical Arabs a third day to depart; after
which they have been informed they will he treated as “ pirates” and “outlaws.”

’ , I have, 8m. = \

(Signed) c. P. RIGBY.
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Inclosure 4 in No. 127.

Commander Oquield to Lieutenant-Colanel Rigby.

Sir, “lyra,” Zanzibar, April 10, 1861.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the agreement entered into at the solicitation of His Highness the

Sultan on the 7th instant, viz., that the Northern Arabs, and other “ slave-dealers” end “ pirates ” from the North,
“although guilty of having stolen and brought large numbers of slaves here,” “ in contradiction to the Treaties
made with Her Majesty’s Government by His Highness the late Sultan, in October 1845, and by the- Chiefs of the

Persian Gulf in 1820, 1838, 1839, and 1847,” should be allowed three days to leave the port, provided they went

away without slaves, nor their vessels fitted for the reception of them, and permitted without opposition, when out

bf the harbour (Zanzibar), a. visit from an officer of Her Majesty’s ship under my command, for the purpose of

seeing that the terms of the agreement were fulfilled, has on two occasions been broken, viz.:—
2. On the afternoon of the 8th instant, when off Mtony, and Outside of this harbour, I was attacked by two

dhows; and only after a‘running fight of some thirty minutes, and killing and wounding some eight or ten of their

number, did succeed in boarding one. Her consort, in consequence of the favourable strength and direction of the

wind, escaped me.
3. At or about 3 o’clock this morning some six dhows, the property of the Joasmee or Beui Boo Ali

Arabs, full of slaves, ran past the boats of Her Majesty’s ship under my command, thereby evading being
boarded; the strength of the wind pgevented the. oflicer enforcing the same.

4. I beg also to bring to your notice the facts that came under your own observation this morning, viz., the

detection of slaves on hoard of two Sooree dhows, the same being brought to the notice of His Highness the Sultan

and his officers by yourself. By Articles I and II of the Treaty made by His Highness the Iate’Sultan with Her

Majesty’s Government in October 1845, His Highness the Sultan is bound to stop such proceedings. I would

therefore suggest that you call upon His Highness to fulfil the terms of the said Treaty, and to confiscate the

vessels of the said Sooree siave-dealers or pirates. If he is unable to do ,so in consequence of the firm hold that

the Sooree and other Northern slave-dealers and pirates appear to have over him, he should deliver over ‘to me, or

authorize me to seize and destroy, the said vessels, and deliver into my keeping, for conveyance to one of Her
Majesty’s Colonies, the slaves found therein; and'if His Highness should deem fit, their crews, for conveyance out

of his dominiens. ,

" I have, 8m. ‘
(Signed) ‘ ‘R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 127.

Lieutenant—Colonel Rigby to ‘C'ammo‘mder Oldfield. '

Sir, ' Zanzibar, April 11, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, during avisit which I paid to His Highness the Sultan, this morning, _

I complained of the treacherous conduct of the pii‘atical'Arabs here in attacking your boat, and in carrying off,
during the night, upwards of 500 slaves, after they had entered into a. solemn engagement to take their departure
quietly within three days, and to peaceably permit their dhows to he boarded by the boats of Her Majesty’s ship
under your command. >

2. His Highness replied, that they are thieves and rogues, and would not attend to the orders he had given;
that they should all quit the harbour ; and that he therefore “ authorized you to seize and ,destroy all their dhows
found in the harbour.”

3. I then alluded to the pirate dhows at anchor in the harbour, on board of which you and myself had observed
slaves the previous morning, and I desirefl His Highness to either destroy them himself or hand them over to you,
and also to deliver up to you the slaves found'ou board.

His Highness replied, that he would’sendt‘he slaves to you for disposal, and that your boats might seize and
destroy the two dhows on board of which they were found. ' 7 ‘

4. An officer of His Highness will attend at the British Consulate, this afternoon, to accompany your boats,
to point out the pirate dhows which you are authorized to seize. ‘

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY.‘

Inclosure 6' in No. 127.

Commander Olqfield to Lieutenant- Colonel Rigby.

Sir, “Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 13, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, and I beg to inform you

of the steps taken by me on receipt thereof and subsequently. ,
2. Immediately on its receipt I availed myself of the services of your serang, and through him informed the

Joasmee and other Northern Arabs of the authority granted me by His Highness the Sultan, and of my intention
of acting on it after 8 A.M. on the 12th instant (vim, on the marrow).

3. 0n the morning-of the 12th instant I availed myself of your kindly-ofi'ered assistance of an interpreter,
and went round and informed each dhow, the property of the Joasmee or other Northern Arabs, that, if she had
fofiluitted the harbour by noon, I should make seizure of her as a piratical slaver, without she could produce proof
0 e contrary. ‘ ,
_ 4. At 3 PM; on the 12th instant I seized three dhowg, the V property of the Joasmee or other Northern Arab

Pirates, and fitted for the reception and carriage of slaves. Two of the dhows were in the outer, and one in the
inner, harbour. L > ‘ v

5. On the afternoon of the 13th instant (this day), between the heur-svof 4.,and 5,’ I seized tWO dhows, the
Pgolferty of Northern Arabs, of what tribe I know not, as their vessels were deserted. Their fittings were those
0 s avers.
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6. The whole of these five seizures I have destroyed by fire.
7. His Highness the Sultan sent an officer with me to point out such of the Joasmee or other Northern Arabs

to whom he had given protection. These dhows were not interfered with (not visited).
8. I should like the purport of this letter conveyed to His Highness, so that if my proceedings have exceeded

his Wishes, I may have the same made known to me previous to my departure on the 15th instant.
, I have, &c.

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

i

Inclosure '7 in No. 127.

Lieutenant— Colonel Rigby to Comma'pder Olegfield.

Sir,
Zanzibar, April 15, 1861.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in reporting this day your approaching departure from this
port to His Highness the Sultan, I communicated to him the wish expressed in the last paragraph of your
letter to my address, dated the 13th instant.

I have just received a reply from His Highness, in which he states that he has already in the conversations
I have held with him on the subject, conveyed to me his sanction and approval of all that you have done
in the harbour of Zanzibar, in its vicinity,,and to the northward. '

I have, 8m.
(Signed) C. P.’ RIGBY.

 

Inclosur‘e 8 in No. 127.

Commander Oldfield to Captain QYrawjbrol.

SirL “ Lyra," Pungany, March 20, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day seiqed a. dhow, name and nation unknown, for

being engaged in the Siave Trade. The seizure was made off the nprth-west end of Zanzibar on the following
rounds :-—- .

g l. A slave platform 40 feet long, made of rattan.
2. Twenty-four large coarse mats, each mat 14 feet long by 3% to 4 feet wide.
3. Four large cooking-pots (metal).
4. A number (upwards of 30) of earthenware pots, such as are used for feeding slaves.
5. Twelve large bags of very coarse rice, such only as is ueed to feed slaves on, also a quantity of

dates.
The crew mustered ten men, and were of the Sooree tribe of Arabs.
,The dhow being unfitted for a. voyage to a port of adjudication was destroyed by scuttling.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

InclosurerQ in No. 127.

Commander Ololfleld to Captain Orawfbrd.

Sir, . “ Lyra," Wasseen Roads, March 23, 1861.
, I HAVE the honour to report the seizure of a slave dhow, n‘ame and nation unknown, with 99 slaves

on board, at 8‘30 P.M. yesterday. The seizure took place in latitude 4° 46' 30" south, longitude 39° 30’ 30”
east, vizz, thirteen miles south-west by west of the anchorage. In making the seizure in the first Whaler I
was opposed for some short time with musketry, stones, and heavy missiles, but after succeeding in killing
and wounding three of the crew, I took her without further casualty. y '

The killed and wounded men were Soores. I am, therefore, of opinion that the remainder of the crew
whom I allowed to jump overboard and swim on shore were likewise of that tribe of Arabs.

. I have, 8w,

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

Inclosure 10 in No. 127.

Lieutenant Maxwell to Commander OMfieM.

Sir, . “Lyra,” Zanzibar, March 31, 186].
ON the evening of the 25th instant, while lying at anchor ofi“ "the north-west end of Tumbat Island in

latitude 5° 48' south, and longitude 39° 11' east, I observed a dhow anchor about a. quarter of a mile 011'.
'I immediately weighed and boarded her; I found her to be a dhow bound for the northward, having on board
four slaves from Zanzibar Island. She had neither papers nor colours, and carried slave-fittings. I therefore
received the slaves into the pinnace, and finding the dhow not seaworthy destroyed her.

I have, 8:0. '
(Signed) WM. R. MAXWELL.
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Inclosure 11 in No. 127.

Commander Olalfield to Caplain Crawfiard.

Sir, “I/‘I/ra,” Tanga Roads, March 27, 1861.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day seized a dhow, name and nation unknown. for being
en a ed in the Slave Trade. The seizure was made five miies to seaward of these roads, viz., in latitude 5° 2'

south, longitude 39° 21’ 30” east on the following grounds :—

1. A slave platform 32 feet long made of rattan. .

2. Three large water-tanks.
3. A quantity of coarse matting.
4. Two large cooking pots (metal).
5. A large hearth or cooking range. .
s. A quantity (10 bags) of coarse dirty rice, such as is only used in the feeding of slaves.
'l'he creW, consisting of 12 persons, were of the Sooree tribe of Arabs.
The vessel on survey being reported as unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, was destroyed by fire.

- I have, 8w.
(Signed) . R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

Inclosure 12 in No. 127'.

Commander Oldfield to Captain Crawjbrd.

, “Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 2, 186].
I HAVE the honour to inform you that at 7 P.M., yesterday, I seized, off the west side of Zanzibar

(distant about three miles and a-half from the anchorage}, in latitude 6° 7’ south, and longitude 39° 14’ east, 3.

slave-dhow, on the following grounds :—
l. A slave platform made of rattan, 40 feet long.
2. Twenty large coerse mats, 14 feet by 3% to 4 feet wide.
3. A large cooking-pot, 3 feet in diameter. ,
4. Three large water-tanks. -

5. Twelve or fourteen bags of coarse rice, such only as 'is used in the feeding of slaves, and a. few bags of

 

data.
The crew consisted of fourteen men, and were of no partidular tribe, more than, they came from the Persian

Gulf. ‘ '
I have, 85c.

(Signed) R. 3. OLDFIELD.

Inclosure 13 in No. 127.

Commander Oloffield to Captain Crawjbrd.

Sir, A V“Ly/ra,” Zanzibar, April 4, 1861. V
VI HAVE the honour to report the seizure of a slave-dhow, name and nation unknown, with 103 slaves on

board, at or about 10 P.M. yesterday. The seizure was made ofi' the west side of- Zanzibar, in latitude 6° 6‘ 30"
south, longitude 39° 14' east, viz., at about three to ‘four miles north of the anchorage. ' y _

The crew, who were landed shortly after their seizure, were of the tribe of Beni Boo Ali Arabs, and numbered
twenty-seven. , ‘ , .

The dhow has been destroyed by fire, in consequence of being unfitted for a voyage to a port of adjudicatioix,
the slaves having been removed to the “ Lyra." ,

- I have, 8m. ‘
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

Inclosure 14 in No. 127.

M‘. Parker to Commander OlqlfieM. .

Sir, “Lyra,” Zanzibar,” April 6, 1861.
I‘ HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day, when in command of the seond Whaler, seized a

dhow, name unknown, for being fitted for the SlaveTrade. _ ’
The seizure was made off the west. side of Zanzibar, latitude 6° 6' south, longitude 39° 14’ east.
No colours 'er papers were found on board.
Her fittings were as follows :—
1. A slavejdeck, 35 feet long, made of r'atta‘n. . '
2. Fifty large cocoa-nut mats‘, each about 12 feet long by 4_feet wide. ' _

la. 3. A large quantity of dates, cocoa—nuts, calavances, and coarse rice, such . only 'as is used in feeding
s ves. . ,

4. Several earthenware pots, such as would. be used for feeding slaves.
5. Three large water-tanks.
6.“ A large hearth with three large pots attached (metal).
The Vessel being, by you, considered unfit for a voyage to a port of adjudication, I destroyed her, by your

orders, after having taken her measurement, [which was as follows :—
Length, inside stem and stem posts, 50 feet; breadth, inside gunwale, 14 feet; depth of hold, 9 feet : poop-

length, 15 feet; breadth, 8 feet; depth, 6 feet. Making a total of 70—33— tons.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) W. C. E. PARKER, Master’: Assistant.
 

CLASS A.-
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Inclosure 15 in No. 127.

Commander Olqlfleld to Captain C’mwfird.

Sir, “Lyra," Zanzibar, April 9, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to report that being in my gig at or abput 1'30 P.M., yesterday, of Mtony, distant

three to four miles from the anchorage, Zanzibar, I was fired on by two dhows, and after a running fight (at a.
distance of from ten to seventy yards) of about thirty minutes, I succeeded in running alongside, and
carrying one.

Her consort, I regret to say, succeeded in escaping, in consequence of the favourable strength and direction
of the wind, but not before I had succeeded in killing and wounding some six or eight of her crew.

The crew, numbering eighteen or twenty, were of the Beni Boo Ali tribe ,of Arabs, and were allowed to
escape on shore by swimming, as I had, at the moment of carrying her, hoped to have secured her consort.

No colours or papers were found on board.
Her fittings as a slaver were as follows :—
1. A slave-deck, upwards of 25 feet long.
2. A quantity of matting.

. 3. A quantity of coarse rice, such only as is given to slaves.
4. Three large water—tanks.
5. Two large cooking-pots (metal). V
The only casualty amongst my gig’s crew, although very severely attacked, was Geo. Games, A.B.,slightly

wounded from a splinter.
On board the dhow, the casualties were two killed and two severely wounded.

' I have, &c.
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

Inclosu're 16 in No 1227.

Commander Olotflelal to Captain Crawford.

, “Lyra," Zanzibar, April 11, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to inform you that His Highness the $ultan, at 4 EM. this day, delivered into my

hands two slave—dhows, one the property of the Sooree, and the other of the Joasmee, or other Northern
Arabs, on the grounds that they had been detected with slaves on hoard in this harbour (Zanzibar) yesterday
mormn .

TIIe dhows,»on being towed alongside, were found with the following fitments on board :—
1. Slave platforms made of rattan ; one 32 feet long, and the other 40 feet.
2. A quantity of matting.
3. The one three large tanks and the other four.
4. The one two large metal cooking-pots, and the other three, capable of cooking for eighty and one hundred

people respectively.
His? Majesty’s Consul and myself observed the slaves on board these dhows on the morning of yesterday at

6'30, and brought the same to the notice of His Highness the Sultan, who sent an oflicer to make seizure of the
dhows, their crews, and the slaves. I regret to sa‘ythat of the marity slaves on board at the time of our first
observation of this irregularity, 6 only were discovered by the officer gent 1) His Highness; and these, together
with the vessels, he sent, and requested me to receive and dispose of, as I might consider most in accordance with
the spirit of his Treaty with us for the suppression of the Slave Trade?

A public exhibition being by melconsidered expedient, I destroyed both vessels by fire in the part of the
harbour most conspicuous from the quarter ‘of the town inhabited by the Joasmee and the other piratical and slave-
dealing Arabs. ‘ v

Sir

I have, 8m.
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD-

 

Inclosure 17 in No. 127.

Commander Ololfleld, to Captain Orawfiwd.

Sir, “Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 12, 1861.
I HAVE_ the honour to inform you that in the harbour of Zanzibar, between the hours of 2'30 and 4 P.M. this

day, I made selzure of three dhows, the property of certain Northern Arabs, fitted for the Slave Trade.
Their fittings were as follows :— ‘ -

(No. l.)
1. A slave platform of rattan 38 feet long.
2. Three very large tanks.
3. A quantity of coarse matting. ~
.4. Two large cooking meta] pots capable of cooking for upwards of 100-persons.
5. Twelve bags of coarse rice such as is used in the feeding of slaves. .
No colours or papers were found on board. The crew of this vessel numbered 25, and were of' the Betti

Boo Ali or other Northern Arab tribe.

. (No. 2.)
l. A siave platform of rattan 45 feet long. '
2. Three large water-tanks. ,
3. A number (twenty) of earthenware pots such as are used in slave-dhoWs.
4. Three metal pots capable of cooking for 100 to 150 people.
5. A quantity of coaISe matting.

f AN}? colours or papers were found on board. The crew numbered 18, and were, I think, of 'the Joasmee tribe
0 ra s. ' '
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' (No. 3.)
1, A slave platform of rattan 40 feet long. _
2. Four large water-tanks.
3. A large quantity of matting.
4. Three large metal cooking pots capable of cooking for 100 to 150 people. <

No papers or colours were found on board. Part of the crew of this vessel deserted; the remainder, numbering

15 were of the Beni Boo Ali or Joasmee tribe of Arabs. “ ,

These seizures were made at the request and under the authority of His Highness the Sultan.
The crews are detained as prisoners, and will be landed out of His Highness’s dominions.
These dhows being unfitted'for a voyage to the port of adjudication were destroyed by fire.

' - I have, Ste.
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

Inclosure 18 in No. 127.

Commander Olglfield to Ca4atain C’mugfbrd.

Sir, . t , “I/J/m,” Zanzibar, April 13, 1861.
I HAVE the honour to mform you that, in the harbour of Zanzibar, between the hours of 3 and; 4 EM. this

day, I made seizure of two dhows, the property of certain Northern Arabs, fitted for the Slave'Trade.

Their fittings were as follows :-- ' ’

(No. l.)

l. A slave-platform, 25 feet long, made of rattan.
2. Three water-tanks.
3. Three large rolls of coarse matting.
4. Two large cooking-pots, metal, capable of cooking for 100 persons.
No colours, papers, or crew were found on board. ’

From her build and fitments, I have reason to believe this dhow belongs to the Beni Boo Ali tribe of

Arabs.

(No. 2.) .

1. A slave-platform, made of rattan, 32 feet long.

2. A quantity of matting;
No papers, colours, or crew were found on board.

Three large water-tanks, that had been on board the day previous at 3 P.M., when the oficer of His Highness

the Sultan pointed out her fitments as those of a slaver, were found to have been removed.
I have, Sac.

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD.

 

Inclosure 19 in No. 127.

Lieutenant Waby to Commander Oldfield.

Sir, “I/yra,” qfl“ Chak-chak, April 14, 1861.

IN pursuance of orders from you dated the 11th April, I proceeded in the gig, with a. crew of five men and one

boy, to search the harbour of Chak-chak, where I found two dhows, one a. small Pemba. dhow, Which I released, and

the other a large dhow, entirely fitted for the Slave Trade, manned by a. crew of fourteen or fifteen Sooree Arabs,

all of whom were armed. '
I told them to lay their arms down. Some did so, but the others refused, and seeing a large number of

armed men running- down to the Paint (011’ which the dhow was anchored), and embarking, I threatened them,

and told them I had more men coming in other boats, on which, giving a. yell, they attacked us with their swords,

amt it was not until we had shot four and wounded several, driving the remainder overboard, that we obtained

possession. I then immediately towed her out of range of the musketry of the men on shore.

Her fitments were as follows :— ‘

1. Five tanks, full of fresh water, containing at least 3%‘tons.

2. Wood placed to form a level' deck.
3. Twenty large mats for covering ditto. V > _ ‘

4. Two large copper boilers, measuring respectively 2' meet 8 inches in diameter and 1 foot 2 inches in depth ;

and 2 feet in diameter and 1 foot in depth. '

5. A large oven for baking, and an extremely large cearking-range.
6. Thirty or forty bags'of negrb-rice.
7. Twenty or thirty bags of dates.
8. Ten or fifteen bags of calavanees.
Her measurement was as follows :— . '

Length over all, 73 feet; breath, extreme, 15 feet; depth of hold, 12 feet. .
Poop: length, 18 feet; breadth, 12 feet; depth, 3 feet 6 inches,

During the attack I received a sword-cut on each arm. , No other casualties occurred on our side.

I destroyed her in the evening, 'after seerehing ,her thoroughly. One pair of eleve-irons were found on

board.
I have, 8m; '

(Signed) ' H. D. WABY.
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’Inclosure 20 in No. 127.

' Mr. Ms Canachy to Commander (;)lc!field.

Sir, V “Lyra," Wasseen, April 18, 1861,.
I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the afternoon of the "17th instant, being in charge of the second

whaler of Her Majesty’s ship under your command, I made seizure of e slave-dhow belonging to Sooree Arabs, off
the entrance of Wasseen River, latitude 4° 38’-25" seuth, and longitude 39° 25' east, destroying her by fire on the
evening of the same day.

‘ My reasons for so acting being as follows, viz. :—
l. The dhow was run on shore off the entrance of Wasseen River to avoid being boarded, and the crew having

deserted her, leaving only 7 out of the 30 slaves she originally had 911 board, and for the carrying of whom a
slave—platfonn was formed out of the small cargo of wood she had on beard.

2. I found neither the Sultan’s pass nor any colours on board.
3. A large quantity of cocoa-nuts, some rice and dates, three large wooden tanks filled with water, a. large

cookihg‘rauge, and a quantity of matting.
4. The 7 persons on board, 1 of whom was in irons, gave me perfectly to understand that they were slaves,

and that they had been stolen by the Sooree crew, which consisted of spme forty men.
5. The dhow being on shore, night setting in, knowing that the Sooree crew were not far ofl‘, and a night

:ttfik not improbable, I thought it advisable to destroy her, and after taking a strict measurement of her, I did so

. I have, 8m.
(Signed) C. W. Mc CONACHY, Master's Assistant.

Dimensions qukow.

. Length over all, 66 feet ; extreme breadth, 16% feet; depth of hold, 13 feet. ’ V
Poop:—Length, 18% feet ; breadth, 14 feet ; depth, 5 feet : making a tonnage of 164%% tons.

(Signed) . - C. W. Mo CONACHY, Master’s Assistant.

 

Inclosure 21 in No. 127.

.C'ommander Oldfield to Captain O‘rawford.

Sir, ’ ‘ , “Lyra,” Wasseen, April 18, 1861.
I _HAVE the honour to inform you that 1 made seizure at 8 RM. yesterday of a slave dhow, manned by a

crew of Sooree Arabs, but not entitled to the protection of any flag or hation, no papers 01' colours being found on
board. V

'The grounds on which this seizure was made were as follows :—
1. A siave~deck, 45 feet long.
2. Nine pairs of slave-irons. ' I ‘
3. Twenty [bags of coarse rice, such only as is used in the feeding pf slaves.
4. Twelve large eooking-pots, meta], capable of cooking for 300 people. .
The seizure was made in Wasseen Roads, latitude 4° 39' south,.longitude 39° 28’ east.

- The crew, consisting of about thirty Soorees‘, desertedywith the ei‘lception of ' ten between the time of being
boarded at 7 EM. and taking possession of at 8 P.M. '

I have, &c. .
’ (Signed) R.‘ B. OLDFIELD.

 

Inclosnre 22 in No. 127.

Commander, Olqlfleld to Captain C’mwfbrcl.

Sir, ‘ . v ' 5 , . “Lyra,” Zanzibar, April 5, 1861.‘
I HAVE,» with regret, to report the repulse of the second and third Whalers of Her Majesty’s ship under my

command by a piraticai slave dhow, manned by upwards of sixty Northern Arabse - v , '
The circumstances of the case are as follows 2— I
The second ahd third Whalers, in charge of 'Mr. George A. Magee, gunner, and manned collectively by a

crew of twelve men, were‘eruizing lofi' Mtony, distant three to four'miles north, of this anchorage, Zanzibar, for
the purpose of intercepting slavers known to run their‘ cargoes constantly of a night from out of this harbour. '

At or about’ 11 RM; yesterday, Mr. Magee on observing a dhow running, to the northward‘past Mtony,
hailed he;- to heave-to,’ upon which he was fired upon. Mr; Magee seeing that the dhow‘ was manned by a crew
of some sixty men and upwards, engaged her at a distance of about 100 yards for some twenty minutes; at the
expiration of which time be judged that he had so far intimidated the enemy that he might carry her, boarded;
and, although he succeeded in. gaining a footing -on the poop with some of his men, and-maintaining-his hold for
some five to ten minutes, he'was at length driven with his men into the second. Whaler, the . third Whaler having
been stove by a hedge, or some heavy substance; having been hove. into her by the enemy. ' ' ' '

‘ Out of the few men who obtained a footing, the casualties were as, follows :— ‘ '
'Johh Granger, chief boatswain’s-mate,lsevere sabre cut on left arm. ‘
William Poole, captain foretop, severe Sabre cut on left arm and’ head.
Henry Scott, A.B., sevex‘e sabre cut on head. ‘ '
Had Mr. G. A. Magee made use of fire-arms after boarding, no doubt exists in my mindthat he would

without difiiculty have {naintained his footing, as little opposition was shown on his first boarding; the loss of
:me 'tvyenty men, prev10us to being‘boarded, having at the moment in a very great measure broken their spirit

reins ance. .
The cargo of this slayer consisted of upwards of 90 souls.
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During the latter end of March and early part of April, dhows, the property of the Arabs from Pirate Coast
in the Persian Gulf, run large numbers of slaves (3.000 to 4,000) from this port, the greater portion of whieh,

are stolen from the subjeets of His Highness the Sultan; the Traffic in Slaves,.even when purchased, being in

contradiction of the Treaties between Great Britain and the Chiefs of Pirate Coast, Persian Gulf, 1820, 1847,
and with His Highness the Sultan, October 1845. - ,_ -

I have, therefore, had since my arrival here on the 19th ultimo, two boats rowing guard outside the harbour,
night and day, hoping thereby to check this illegal traflic. With the small means at my. disposal I do not expect
to stop it, knowing that with verytfew (if any) exceptions, the oflicers of His Highness the Sultan *connive at the
Traflic, and very many participate in the profits of it.

Her Majesty’s Political Agent and Consul, Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, has remonstrated most strongly with
His Highness the Sultan on the gross violation. of the Treaties between His Highness and Her Majesty, but with
no avail. His Highness neither appears to wish to check the gross misconduct on the part of his own Ministers
and subjects, or the acts of piracy and murder of the Northern Arabs. '

Strong and stringent measures have been, therefore, called for from Her Majesty’s Political Agent and

 

myself. *
I have, 8m.

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD.

No. 128.

Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to‘the Admiralty.

Sir, V I i “ Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, February 20, [1862. 1
WITH reference to your letter of the 14th December last, relative to a com—7

plaint 0f the French Government against the preceedings of the crews of Her
Majesty’s ships on the coast of Zanzibar in September last, I beg to acquaint you,
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that, prior to the
receipt of your letter, 1 had ordered an inquiry to be made into the circumstances
alleged; and by my latest accounts the dhows in- question have not been adjudi»
ated. »,.  ’

I have, 8L0,
(Signed) B. W. WALKER.

 

No. 129. ' _

Rear-Admz'ral SirvB. Walker tolthe Seeretary to the-Admiralty.

, W ,2 - “Narcissusf? Simon’s Bay, May 21, 1862..
FORWARDED for, the information of the LordsCemmissioners of the Admi-

ralty. , . _ _
This vessel’s proceedings. gave 'room for 'suspecting-that shewas not a legal ‘

 

trader. ‘ >3. t v-, ' V .._ -'- , . (Signed) S g B. W. WALKER. ‘

, ' Inclosilreljin‘No. 129p . -’ >

V higa'zenang'Maflardg‘ta Rédf-Adm‘z'ral SiriB; Walker. _ . . .

(Extract) ' v ' ’ i i i I i ' :“-Penguin,” Algea Bay, Mag 6, 1862. i
I» HAVE the honour' to inform you jthat at 2 o’clock yesterday afternoon, a. sailhwas observed a. little on

on the weather-bow (the ship at. the time steering E. % N.) Shortly before 3 o’clock I made the. vessel out‘ to
he a barque, steering westmoi'th-west, having the 'wind abaft‘ her port beam,,_with'her port topmast and lower
studding-sails set. I keptaway two points,’ with the intention of passing suficiently close to‘ strangeij tovascer-r
tain her character. ' ' ’ " v. . .

At ten minuteslto 4, being then Vahourt twd miles from her, I showed Englishrcolours, namely, the blue
ensign and pendant. Almost immediately after the pendent Was broke, I observed that the harque put; her‘helm
“P; it occurred to my mind that she might have dropped a man overboard. I kept my telescope on her, and Saw
her brace her yards round. and' up on the starboard tack, ‘with the studding-safls hanging the port side. .I
then noticed her take in the port studdiIig-sails, and rig out the starboard booms. Considering this suspicious,
I ordered, steam to be got up with all despatch; trimmed sails, and altered course in chase of harque. [At
4 o'clock I observed some colOurs hoistedhy the vbarque, and immediately aftenwards—hauled down, before I was
able to make out what colours they were. 7 At sixteen minutes past 41 observed harque hoisted the United States’
flag. Barque gained on us considerably until 5 o’clock, when we went aheaqunder steam. Evien with steam
We came up with her Vvery slowly, so at twenty-three minutes past 5, there being very little more daylight, I
thought it advisable to causeher to heave-to, lest she should escape under cover” of the approachihg darkness;
therefore fired a blank cartridge, which causing no‘alteration in 'her: movement, at twenty-Vseven minutes -past 5
fired a shot 'aimed so as to drop well clear of her. This not having the desired effect, at thirty-two minutes
P3513 5, I ordered the gunner to drop a shot as close to her as possible, without actually'hitting her. Accordingly.
a shot from one of the 25-pounder Armstrong guns was dropped about two yards from her how (although
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she Was distant nearly three miles). ‘She immediately went round, and shortly afterwards hove-to on purl;
tack.-

At‘a. quarter to 6 we came up to her; she had then no colours flying; but as our boat shoved ofl", I saw
the United States’ flag hoisted a little above the tafl’rail, then a little higher, then hauled down a little,- and so
kept for about a minute, and then hoisted up. ’ .

I sent Mr. Cole, Acting Second Master, and second in command of Her Majesty’s steam gun-vessel
“ Penguin," to board her, as, from the circumstances I have detailed, .I conceived her to be a dishonest vessel,
and suspected her of hoisting a. flag to which she was not legally entitlelfl, in order to evade seizure.

I annex the written reports made by Mr. Cole and Mr. Maxwell (whom I ordered to accompany Mr. Cole) for
the purpose of observing carefully everything occurring during the visit.

From. the behaviour of this vessel I have very strong suspicion that she was not an honest trader, and I regret
not having boarded her myself. Having, however, referred to the Mercantile Navy List, I observed the name
of the “ Storm King" in the list of registered vessels, and as the rig and tonnage there given correspond with
that of this vessel, and my second in command being of opinion that she was an honest trader, I permitted the
vessel to proceed on her course.

 

Inciosure 2 in No. 129.

Mr. Cole to Lieutenant Mo Haydy.

Sir, V “Penguin,” Lat. 30° 8’ 8., Long. 27" 30' E., Mag 5, 1862.
IN pursuance of an order received from you, I boarded the United States’ harque “Storm King,” and

make the following Report. -
‘ That on boarding the said barque I proceeded to examine her pepers, after a careful examination of which

I found her to bee. legal-trader, thirty-five days from Zanzibar, bound to Salem, Massachusetts, with a cargo of
hides and cloves. The reason they gave for altering the course so suddenly, was that they could not see our
colours, and mistook the “ Penguin ” for a Confederate privateer. _
' A passenger was on board who stated that he had lately been the United States’ Consul at Zanzibar, and
was then on his passage home.

on leaving the vessel the Master complained of the detention of his ship. I made an entry in her log,
giving as a reason for hoardingher, that she had altered her cout‘se very suddenly on Her Majesty’s ship
“ Penguin ” showing British colours. Time of detention half-an-hour.

, I have, 8:9.
(Signed) JAMES COLE, Acting Second Mater.

 

I

Inclosure 3 in No. 129.

Mr. Maxwell to Lieutenant Ma Hardy.

“ Penguin,” at; Sea, Lat. 34" 8’ 8., Long. 20° 36’ E.,
Sir, May 5, 1862. 7

IN pursuance of an order from you, I accompanied Mr. James 001e,; Acting Second Master, in boarding
the United States’ barque “ Storm King,” for the purpose of being a witness to all that took place on board.

Mr. Cole asked for her papers, which were produced. After haying made a strict and careful examination,
found them to be correct. She was thirty-five days from Zanzibar, boqnd to Salem, Massachusetts, with a cargo
of hides and cloves.

When asked the reason why he had altered course so suddenly upon our hoisting the Britishflag, stated
they thought we were an American privateer; also said that they could not see our ensign distinctly, and that it
was a blue one instead of white (Admiral Waiker being Rear-Admiral of the White).

There was a person on board that stated he was the late United ‘States’ Consul at Zanzibar, told us he had
seen the “ Penguin " there, and that the “ Semiramis ” and “ Zenobia” had sailed with Colonel Pelly on board; that
the “Pantaloon” had gone on shore at Pemha. Bay, and was at Mozambique. Spoke of Captain Oldfield, who
had taken some prizes. ‘ _

On leaving the ship the master complained of having been detained, and the Consul led us to suppose that
we should hear more of it. She was detained half-an-hour. '

I have, 8w.
(Signed) J. H. MAXWELL, Clerk.

 

No. 130.

Captain Biclgford to Rear-Admz'ml Sir B. Walker.

- “Narcissus,” at Sea, Lat. 21° 11’ 8., Long. 42° 43' E.,
Sir, June 22, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that this afternoon a suspicious sail was
sighted from the mast-head on our weather-beam, standing to the southward, Whilst
Her MaJesty’s shlp hearing your flag was, standing to the northward. By your
direction the course was altered to intercefit the stranger, and steam got up to
enable us to close her before dark. '

A1: 6‘P.M., as hight set in,_ we came up With the chase, and unable to see any
colours, I sent Actmg Lieutenant George E. Price, accompanied by Mr. Edward R.
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Foster, Acting Sub—Lieutenant, both of this ship, in a cutter, to examine her, as

from her locality and other circumstances I suspected her to ‘be engaged in the-Slave

ade. ‘
Tr The visiting officers’ report I have the honour to inclose for your infor-

mation, and it appears that the vessel proved to be the French barque “ Indéfati-

gable,” of Bourbon, the master of which had no complaints to make, and was very
civil in giving the information you were so desirous of ascertaining as to where the

French Commodore might be found.
I have,&c.

(Signed) J, G. BICKFORD
 

“ Narcissus,” at Sea, Lat. 21° 22’ 8., Long. 42° 30’ E.,
‘ June 22,_ 1862. . '

Forwarded for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.
From the circumstances of this vessel standing'to the southward, on the Mada-

gascar coast of the Mozambique Channel, and helj not heaving-to after the first

blank cartridge was fired, I was induced to suspect that she was an illegal trader,
and was taking her then course to evade the cruizers on the, East Coast of
Africa. ‘ ' ‘

As there was no probability of catching her before nightfall, Idirected- stea
to be got up. On'coming up with her after dark, n0 colours having been previously
seen, aboat was detached to discover her nationality, and she proved to be» the.
French barque “Indéfatigable,” 0f Bourbon, as described in the accompanying
letter 7 , _

' (Signed) ‘ B; W. WALKER.

 

Inclosure in No. 130.

Acting Lieutenant'P'rz'cp to Captain Bickfbrd.

“ Narcissus,” at Sea, Lat. 21° 22’ 3., Long. 42° 30’ E.,
Sir, , , June 22, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in pursuance of your order, I boarded the ship named in the margihfi
and that I found as follows :— _ .

That she is the Frengh barque named» “ L’Indéfatigable,” belonging to the Isle of Bourbon, and' that she is‘
employed in picking up a cargo of hides and maize at the vafious ports on the West Coast of>Madagascar.

That she left the River Mandeloule on the 20th instant, and is now bound to St.Augustine's Bay.
Having correct papers, log, and colours, and there being nothing in any way suspicious about her, she was

allowed to proceed. v . V . e ‘
‘ That, before leaving, I ofi'ered to notice the fact of' his having been aboarded in his log, which he declined;

and I also asked him if he had any complaint to make against the proceedings ; to which the Captain replied that
he had none whatever. . v _ ' ,

The Captain informed me that he had met and been boarded by the “Ariel” (or an English corvette answering
to her description ), on the 5th March, in Bemhatooka Bay; and that he had also found there an American barque
taking in the same cargo as himself. ' I ' V '

That he helieveJ the French Commodore was at present at Nos Beh, and that two French men-of-war were
expected to visit St.Augustine’s Bay about this time. ‘ _ . » ‘ ’

That, on the 20th iustantx on standing out from his anchorage in latitude 20° 38’ south,_he saw a large barque
standing along .shore to the northward; that she ' showed no‘ colours, and, being four or fife miles from him, he
could not ascertain her character. , 2 ~ ~ , ' ' ' ’ i

. , ' I have, 8w. ,
(Signed) EDW. E. PRICE. ,

 

N0. 131.

Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, ' V “Narcissus,” at Johanna, July 5, 1862. ‘
REFERRING to your letter of the 8th November, 1861, and to the inclosure

therein, viz., a communiCation from Sir George Grey, late Governor at the Cape
of Good Hope, to the Dukeof Newcastle, dated the 18th June, 1861, upon the
subject of Mr. Sunley, Her Majesty’s Consul at the Comoro Islands, employing
upon his sugar plantations at Johanna slaves hired from Arab slave—holders, I beg to
acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that
It is true that Mr. Sunley does so obtain labourers; but it isright that I should
mention that he informed me he paid wages both to the slave and the owner at the
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same time, and whilst they are in his employment they are treated as free labourers ,
would be.

_ l inclose a. copy of a letter from Captain Alan Gardner, of Her Majesty’s ship
“ Orestes,” on this subject.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. W. WALKER.
 

Inclosure in No. 1311.

Captain Gardner to Rear-Admz'ral Sir .3. Walker.

(Extract) “ Orestes," Johanna, July 3, 1862.
I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 22nd April, directing me to report on certain

allegations made by Mr. Sunley, Her Majesty’s Consul for these Islands, that the French import slaves from
the Comoro Isla‘nds t0 Mayotte and N05 Beh under the designation‘ot' free labourers. Also on the alleged use of .
the French flag by British cruizers engaged in watching Arab dhows. V

I‘ would observe that the assertion in 1V1. Thouvenel’s letter that in the Islands of Comoroz and Johanna, and
Mohilla, slavery does not exist is very incorrect,»For in these islands a considerable number of the population are
slaves, and although owing to the continued presence of Her Majesty's Consul, and the occasional visit of British
cruizers, the Slave Trade has been almost entirely stopped at Johanpa, I believe that a considerable number 0f
slaves are brought from the mainland to Comoro and Mohilla in dhows (some of which carry the French flag) to
Mayotte and Nos Beh, under the name of “ engages.” . '

' With regard to the use of the French flag I have ascertained that it has been used by two or, perhaps, more
of the cruizers as a disguise for the purpose of approaching vessels suspected of being slavers, but that they have

‘ never opened fire with that flag flying, which wouldhe illegal. '
It is a fact that Mr. Sunley employs indiscriminately free men arid slave on his plantation, but they come to

him for hire, and I understand are treated with kindness. He probably would find a difiicuity in carrying on the
sugar estate with free labour alone in present state of the population; and without this, or some other occupation,
could not maintain himself on the island, where he acts as a very usefiui English Agent, without which the Native
Government would probably fail to pieces.

 

No. 132.

Rear—Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “Narcissus,” at Johanna, July 5, 1862.
REFERRING to your letter dated the 8th of Ndvember, 1861, containing

several inclosures relative to the allegations made by Mr.,Sunley, Her Majesty’s
Consul at the Comoro Island, “ that French agents introduce slaves into those
Islands from the African Coast to be eVentually transferred as free labourers to the’
French Colony of Nos Bé,” on which subject I. am to_ make inquiries, and particu-
larly as to the use of therFrench flag by British. cruizers employed in watching
Arab vessels susPected of, being engaged in Slave Trade, I request you Will be
pleased to inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that, on my visit to
this island, I have ascertained that the circumstances related in Mr. Sunley’s letter

‘ dated May 2.1861, to Earl Russell, are substantially correct. V ‘ '
_ I further learnt, from the highest authority at Johanna, that two months ago

five dhows had embarked full cargoes of slaves a few miles to the northward of
Mozambique, at Conducia, and conveyed them under the French flag to Mohilla,
where they were landed, and after, remaining a. shoi't time on that island they were
to be'removed to the French Settlements at Mayotte and Nos Bé as free labourers.

This scheme has revived the Slave Trade between the East Coast of Africa
and the Comoro Islands to a very serious extent; and the official authorities of the
French Settlements cannot but be fully aware of it. "

With regard to M. Thouvenel’s statement,- “ that the recruitment system is
allowed and maintained between the Comoro Islands and the French Settlements
at Mayotte and Nos Bé, because slavery does not exist'in those islands,” I am
informed that two—thirds of the labeliring population of these islands are slaveS,
the majority of whom have been surreptitiously conveyedthither from the East
Coast of Africa by native vessels and Arab dhows,‘ some of which have carried the
French flag. ' ’ * ' i‘-

The great demand of the above-named French Colonies for free labourers from .
the Comoro Islands could not be met‘il‘unlessthis subterfuge was resorted to; ‘
and the inducementvoffered by the French agents is so ,remunerative that the
cupidity 0f the Chiefs, Who are poor, ’is stimulated to prefer this contraband t0

' legitimate trade. ' ' -
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It will be seen by reference to the chart that M. Thouvenel’s assertion, “ that

Nos Bé belongs to the same Archipelago as the Comoro Islands,” is quite a mistake,

as the island lies close to Madagascar, of which its inhabitants were a part and

arcel. , t

P Referring to the use of the French fie? by Her Majesty’s cruizers to watch

Arab dhows suspected of being engaged in S ave Trade, I find that the signal-flag'
No. 2 has been occasionally hoisted for the purpose of approaching such vessels,

but only when cruizing between Comoro and the East Coast of Africa, where there
is reason to suspect that the French ensign may be fraudulently used by them.
M. Thouvenel observes that the Arabs do not mistrust the sight of the French flag;

that is quite true, because their pursuits, whether lawful or not, are not questioned

by it, and this is a reason for their using it, without a right, sometimes, which

makes it necessary for our cruizers to visit them for the purpose of verifying their
nationality; but none of Her Majesty’s ships have fired under such circumstances.
Where the pursuits of both nations are so well, known as they are on the East
Coast of Africa, I cannot see that the French merchant—vessels are likely to suffer
from pillage; especially by the Arabs, who have such confidence in the flag of that
nation.

In conclusion, I would remark that whilst such encouragement is given to the

Slave Trade by the so-ealled Recruitment System, it gives little hope for the
advancement of legal commerce, or of Christianity and civilization, in the Comoro

Islands; and I should be glad to receive their Lordships’ instructions as to whether

the few Chiefs of thESe Islands are to be permitted to continue their unlawful
practices with impunity. ‘ - ,

I have,&c.
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. ‘

 

No. 133.

Rear—Admiml Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “Narcissus,” ofl' Melinda, July 16, 1862.

I REQUEST you will inform my Lords Commissioners of ' the Admiralty that
on my visit to Zanzibar I took occasion to make inquiries as to the nature and

extent of the Northern Slave Trade, which has become so notorious in that neighbour-

hood, and to which my attention was called by Lieutenant—Colonel Rigby, in a
rletterl submitted to their Lordships on the 19th of August last year, and I now
inclose another copy thereof. . , V

2. I am sorry to say that I find that the Treaty with the Sultan of Zanzibar
for the abolition of the export of slaves from his dominions is a dead letter. I have
Iearnt that several foreign ships have obtained cargoes of slaves thence; and there
Is, besides, an enormous Traffic in human flesh openly and shamelessly carried on in
Zanzibar. Arabs from Muscat and other parts of Arabia were porchasing slaves
of both sexes in the great market of that tOWn for exportation, even whilst I was
there, and there appeared to be no check Whatever to such proceedings, although
positively prohibited by the Treaty. . , i
. 3. As an instance of the boldness with which this trade is conducted, I received
information in Zanzibar, that four Muscat dhows, which had lately shipped full
cargoes of slaves under the windows of the Sultan’s palace in that port, were then
lying at Melinda refitting, and Waiting for moderate weather to prosecute their

Voyage to Arabia. I caused- the Sultan to be informed of these circumstances, but
HIS Highness expressed ignorance, of them, and only promised investigation. I .
therefore determined to ascertain the truth, and ran down to Melinda in my flag-
ship, accompanied by the tender; there we found one of the vessels, measuring
175 tons, undergoing repairs; the other three had sailed the day previously, taking
the cargo of the feurth dhow with them. ‘ The chief man of'the’place readily admitted
that these dhows had arrived from Zanzibar with their human :freights, and stated.
that he could not prevent their remaining, as he had no means of driving them away.
He pointed out the above-mentioned vessel as one of‘ them, and as she had all her
slave-fittings in, without'papers or Colours, the boats burnt her. The “ Penguin ”
then proceeded in chase of the others. V r _ '

Under these glaring circumstances, I submit whether the time has not
come for Her Majesty’s Government to take some measures to enforce the Sultan
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to adhere to the Treaties made with his father, the late Imaum of Muscat, for the
entire prohibition of the export of slaves; and, furthermore, to abolish the Slave
Trade in his territories, as I feel confident that, until this is done, no other means
will stop it, and civilization and Christianity cannot progress in that quarter.

The utmost exertions have been made with the united force at my command
during the last eighteen months to arrest this great northern illicit Trafiic; and a
severe blow has been inflicted on it by the “ Lyra ” and “ Gorgon,” and their boats,
which have captured no less than sixty dhows employed therein.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) B. We WALKER.

 

No. 134.

Rear-Admz'ral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

(Extract) V “ Narcissus,” at Simon’s Bay, September 15, 1862.
I HASTEN to call the attention of my Lords Commissioners of the Admifrahy

to the 4th Rule of Article I prescribing the reciprocal right of search to be exercised
within 200 miles from the coast of Africa; '

Advantageous as this privilege is to the cruizers on the West Coast of this
Continent, it is of little avail on the East side, beeause the American slave-vessels
are now in the practice of proceeding to some of the west ports of Madagascar for
their cargoes, which places are beyond the limits; laid down in the Treaty, and
therefore it can be evaded by them with impunity. The ports alluded to are
independent of the King of that island, and the slaves are conveyed thither in
native vessels from the East Coast of Africa, to be shipped off as opportunities
ofi'er.

 

No. 135.

Lieutenant Commander Mo Hardy to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Penguin,” Alloola5 North-East Coast of Africa, November 13, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to forward to, you a. copy of a Report addressed to my

‘ Commander—in—chief, together with its inclosures‘, relating to the massacre of
Sub-Lieutenant- Fountaine and fourteen men, whp had been detached from Her
Majesty’s gun-vessel “ Penguin.”

w . I have, 8m.
(Signed) J. G. G. MC HARDY.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 135.

Lieutenant—Oommdmler MHardy to Rear-Admiml Sir B. Walker.

Sir, “ Penguin,” Alloola, North-E’qtst Coast qufiica, November 13, 1862.
IT is my painful duty to acquaint you that Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine and fourteen men, who were detached

by me in a cutter and Whaler from Her Majesty’s gun-vessel under my command, have been foully' murdered by
a party of Somalis at a place called Bareda, about fifteen, miles west of Cape Gnardafui. The following are
the circumstances connected with this sad event :—

On the afternoon of the 131; of September I dispatched two boats (an eight-oared cutter and fo’ur-oared
Whaler), under command of Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine, with orders tocruize, for the suppression of the Slave
Trade, between Kwyhoo Island and Juba, River, rendenvousing at Port Dumford every third day after the
14th September.

The day after the two boats left the ship I sighted Ju'ba River, and then proceeded to Zanzibar.
At Zanzibar, things (as reported in my letter of proceedings dated the 15th September, addressed to Captain

Gardner) occurred which caused me to think I should not be at Port Dumford as soon as I had intended; there-
fore, on the 13th September, I dispatched a native dhow to Port Durnfotd with provisions and further orders to
Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine. , ' .

On the 19th September I anchored Her Majesty’s steam gun-vessel “Penguin” outside Port Dumford;
saw no boats or dhows until the morning of the 2151:, when the dhow which iefl; Zanzibar on the 13th September
arrived. Directly she was observed I proceeded into Port Dumfordi and communicated with her. She had
heard nothing of the two boats under the command of Snb-Lieutenant Fountaine‘; I therefore sent her up the
river, with an officer and interpreter, to make inquiries concerning these two boats. The next day she returned,
having heard nothing of them, and as this was seven days after the time aPpoin ‘ for them to rendexvohs at
Port Dumford I felt'very anxious about them; and, being unatie to leave Immediately in the “ Penguin," on
amount of her engines being out of order, on the 23d September Irsent anatiie dhrow, with an ofiioer and
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interpreter, and provisions, with orders to proceed as [far as Juba River in search of the boats, or information
concerning them. On the 29th the dhow returned, havmg heard nothing of the boats.

On the lst October I sent the same dhow to Brave, with orders to coast the whole distance, and make
inquiries at evelléy place and of all dhows or fishing-boats that they might meet, and to await the arrival of the
a n 'n” at rava.
Pe 5:11]the 3rd October,,the defects in the machinery having been made good, I proceeded'to Brave, where I

arrived on the evening of the 5th, having boarded several dhows, and one American Whaler, without. hearing
anything of the boats. The dhow sent from Port Durnford arrived at nearly the same time, having been unable
to gain any intelligence concerning the boats.

The following day, the 6th October, I landed, and learnt from the Chief of Brava that the two boats had
been seen to pass Marka on the 4th September, and ofi' Magadoxa on the 5th September (four days after leaving
11 shi . ' '
t e I 53w at Brava a man who was at Magadoxa on the 5th September, and he stated that the smaller of the
two boats made an attempt to cross the reef, but, not knowing the passage, was unable to do seem account of
the surf. The two boats were then seen to run northward. At the time, a fresh breeze was blowing from the
uthward. ‘ a

50 In consequence of this information I made arrangements with the Chief of Brava, that one of his dhows,
which was to leave the next morning for Maculla, should coast the whole way to Cape Guardafui, and make
inquiries for our boats, and, in the event of meeting them, provision and water them, and render them every
assistance in their power. I put on board of this dhow orders for Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine Which directed him
to proceed to Maculla, and there remain until the arrival of the “ Penguin,” sending with these orders a tracing
of the chart fi-om'Brava to Maeulla, as he left the ship with a chart extending only as far north as Juba River.
I decided on Maculla for two reasons; first, that it was the nearest friendly port for our boats to have made for,
provided Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine knew of it ; and secondly, because I knew that a very large number of dhows,
just at this season, arrived there from the territory of the Sultan of Zanzibar, so I was likely to gain information
from all parts of the coast, as many of them call at different places on their way for water. '

‘ 0n the morning of the 7th October I left Brave and proceeded northward, keeping during the day suficiently
close to the shore to enable any boat in-shore of us to be seen.

011 the evening of the 12th, anchored in North Hafl'oon Bay, and remained there until the morning of the
18th, for the purpose of communicating with the dhow from Brave, which I concluded had not yet passed this
lace. V .

P On the 13th October I communicated With the people at the village Hundah, and they denied having heard
or seen anything of our boats. The same day I boarded two dhows, which stated they came from a place a little
west of Ras Guardafui, and that theyhad seen or heard nothing of our boats.

I did not land at Hundah, not thinking it safe, as I had' only a dingy, and was out of reach of the ship’s
guns, but talked to them, keeping the boat a few yards from the shore. The people stated they were friendly,
and several times asked me to land, but I refused. ‘

On the 18th October I left Hafl’oou and proceeded to Maculla, where we arrived on the 23rd, having on the
way boarded several dhows without being able to gain any intelligence of the two boats under the"command of
Sub-Lieutenant Fountaine, but I have, information of the two other boats which are detached from this ship, and
I have not picked them up in consequence of being in search' of the other two. They were safe at Zanzibar on
the 3rd October, and as that was the place appointed for the ship to meet them, I feel no anxiety concerning
them. '

At Maculla we found Her Majesty’s ship “ Semiramis,” LN. ; she had arrived a few hours before,
having on board Captain Playfair, Assistant Political Resident at Aden, who had been sent to inquire into a
report that had reached Aden that two European boats' crews had been massacred on the African coast. The
rumour was, that they were an English man-of-war’s boats, and had been led north in chase of two slave-dhows,
Which had escaped them, and afterwards conveyed the news of the massacre to Maeuila (where they had landed
their slaves), from whence it had reached Aden. '

{hire could be little or no doubt that the boats referred to in this rumour were the lame as I was in
searc o . t ‘

As the massacre was reported to have taken place in the territory of the Somalis, Captain Playfair decided
to pioceed to Bunder Muriyah (the nearest place on the coast to the residence of the Somali Sultan) and Captain
Adams, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Semiramis,” I.N., having ofi'ered to take» the “ Penguin ” in tow, so as to
economize coal, that evening we left in tow of “ Semiramis,” and anchored at Bunder Muriyah‘, on the morning of
the 25th of October. A letter was immediately dispatched to the Sultan, requesting his attendance as early 'as
possible. It was found that it would take at least four days for the letter to reach the Sultan, and the same
number for him afterwards to comply with the request, so Captain Playfair decided to visit the scene of the-
inassacre in the “ Semiramis ;” it was not intended to take any measures to seek retribution until after the
interview with the Sultan, so it was unnecessary that the “ Penguin ” should accompany: therefore, having
securely moored her, I availed myself of an invitation frOm Captain Adams to take passage in the “ Semiramis.” '

We anchored ofl' Bareda on the afternoon of the 26th, and remained until noon of the 27th, when we
proceeded to Alloola, for the purpose of communicating with Salek Mahommed (the man referred to in
Inclosure 4); he was not at‘Alloola on our arrival, but was sent for, and arrived on the morning of the 29th, and
1118 evidence having been taken, we returned to Blinder Muriyah. _ .

For the information gained at Bareda and Alloola, I have the honour to refer you to Inclosures 3 and 4.
Qn the 3rd November, the Sultan arrived at Blinder Muriyah ; a tent was pitched on shore, in which

Captain Playfuir received him, and demanded the follOwing reparation for the massacre :-— '
1. That he should deliver up as many of the murderers as possible. ' ‘
2.’ That he, the Sultan, and fithe elders of the tribe, should come on the quartendeek of' the “ Semiramis,"

and there express their sorrow, and ask for pardon from the British Government for the foul massacre that had
been perpetrated by some of his subjects. V , ’

3. That all the arms, and what plundered property could be found, should be delivered up. ‘
He agreed to these demands, after demurring a little at the second. He required ten days to catch the

murderers, whicl} was granted, as he assured us he could not do it in- less. '
' 0n the 10th November we came to this anchorage, in tow- of the “Semiramis,” and to-day, the ten days

hfl‘fmg expued, I landed with Ca tain'Playfiair and met the Sultan. He had only eight of the murderers to
deliver up, and two rifles, one cut , and one pistol. The Sultanhstated that only fifteen Somalis were present
at the massacre; that three of those were killed by our men, two had escaped from the coast in boats or dhows,
W0 Were still at liberty somewhere in the hills—he had not yet been able to catch them; he was ready to take

oath that he believed only fifteen Somalis were any way ooncerned in the massacre—that there were not.
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more even present. After some talking, Captain Playfair told the Sultan that he had come to keep peace, not
in the capacity of a soldier, and that he must abide by his first demands ; and it was now neCESsary for_ him to
consult with Captain Adams, and therefore the Sultan was requested to send one of 1115 party on board Wlth us to
learn lhe ultimatum. which he did. .

The temns were soon decided on, which were the following: the Sultan should cause the eight murderers
that he had in custody to be executed on the beach, in sight of. the ships; the ships should then.leave for th'
day: (as he said our being present was a hindrance to his catehlng them), and at“ the end of that time‘one or both
would return and demand from him at least twelve more of the murderers; if _they were not immediatel
delivered up, all his towns would be destroyed. The Sultan requested Six weeks instead of thirty days, which
was granted him. . _ . ” .

At sunset this evening the eight were executed; Six boats from the .“ Semiramis > and one from this .ship,
manned and armed, being present. Haji Awadth (the man .referred to in Inclosure 4) was one of. the eight;
just before he was executed, I asked him how many Somalis were present at the massacre; he said only ten.
By reference to Inclosure 4, it will be seen that Mahmood Baleooz says he told him between eighty 01-
niuet . i

It is quite impossible to arrive at anything like a true account, but to believe that fifteen Englishmen, armed
as these boats’ crews were, could have ever been murdered by anything like an equal number 0f Somalis is Out
of the question; but as the Sultan has shown himself really in earnest by executing these eight, I think it reason.
able to allow him the time he has asked for to catch the others. Captain Adams is of the same opinion, but had
the Sultan refused to execute these eight, or to accept the ultimatum, he. was quite prepared in that case,
provided Captain Playfair turned the duty over.to him, to have taken upon himself the responsibility of 'imme.
diately making an example, by blowing all his towns down, and then blockadmg the coast until instructions
were received from Government.

My orders from Captain Gardner direct me to rendezvous at Johanna on the 25th Decernher, and Mozam-
bique on the lst of January, having previously spent three weeks at $eychelles. If I comply With these orders, I
cannot be up here when the time allowed in the ultimatum expires; but as I feel confident Government will
direct the demands made to be strictly enforced, it is my present intention to proceed immediately to Zanzibar to
pick up the boats and the crews which are there, and then, in the event of not belng able to communicate with
any senior officer, to make the best of my way to Aden to coal, as .‘I shall be obliged to use steam to come up
against the monsoon. At Aden I shall place myself under the orders of Captain Adams, I.N., Senior Naval
Officer at Arlen. of course using all dispatch to get back to the station the moment the demands are complied
with, or, in the event of the Sultan failing to comply, the instant the towns are destroyed. I trust that these
steps, which I have decided to take upon my own responsibility, may meet with your approval, as at Aden I
shall be able to obtain fresh arms and stores, even if her presence shquld not be required to obtain the reparation
demanded;

Captain Adams has supplied me with a cutter, coals, and such pther stores as the ship was in need of.
I forward a copy of this letter, with its inclosures, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, by the “ Semiramis,”

and shall address three to you, one directed to the West Coast, another to England via Marseilles, to be forwarded
by Cape mail, and the third via Mauritius.

, I have, &c.
(Signed) J. G. G. M0 HARDY.

 r

Inclosure 2 in No. 135.

Lieutenant— Commander Ma Hardy to Captain Adams.

Sir, “ Semiramis,” 01f Bareda, October 27, 1862.,
HAVING by your orders landed in command of the party dispatched from Her Majesty’s ship “ Semi-

ramis,” to search for evidence of the massacre of the boats’ crews of Her Majesty’s steam gun-vessel “ Penguin,"
I have the honour to make the following Report.

On landing yesterday afternoon we separated a short distance, and traversed the beach, hoping to find some
of the bodies. ~We soon had proof, by finding some remnants of the nnfortunate men’s clothing, that we were at
the place of the massacre ; that numbers of huts had been recently removed was apparent by the remains of fires
and fresh goat's dung. ,

Captain Playfair accompanied us on shore, with the old Somali that, at his request, you brought from
Bunder Muriyah. Soon after we came across the first traces of our murdered couniz'ymen, I observed this old
Somali making ofi‘. Lieutenant Moreland called to him to stop: as he did not comply, I ran after and stopped
him, and put him in charge of the interpreter (Juma). Following this Somali separated me a little from the more
advanced of our party. When I came up with them I learnt that a piece of our cutter had been found burning
close to a small hut, which Captain Playfair immediately set fire to. '

One of your men, who had searched farther from the beach than the rest, informed us that he had seen two
huts, and a Somali run out of one of them. On receiving this information, Lieutenant Moreland and myself
expressed our opinion to Captain Piayfair that it was imperative they should‘be burnt. As we had already fired
one, he agreed, and we proceeded to the spot where the man stated he had seen them, and there we found five
wretched huts, all containing some of the property of the murdered men, or gear of the boat. Amongst the
thingsfound were a small pair of parallel rulers and a small camel’s hair pencil that had belonged to Sub—Lieu-
tenant Fountaine, which had certainly not been in the water. This proves that the boat was not capsized in
the surf, as some of the Somalis have stated. ' . 7

We set fire to the five huts, and then returned on board, as it was dark. On our way to the boats the old
Somali again tried, to get away from us.

This morning by your orders I landed with the same party, with the exception of Captain Playfail', who
did not accompany us, to make further search for the bodies. We came across three more wretched huts about
two miles inland, which we burnt. They all contained something that had belonged t3 our boats.

Jnet after setting fire to these huts, a Somali was observed a few hundred yards ahead. We gave chase,»
and shortly afterwards heard the report of a musket or rifle-—I think it was the latter. We proceeded in the
direction of_ the sound, which was the same as the Somali had taken, until we observed fifteen Somalis on
top_of the hill on one side of adeep ravine, while we were about half way up the hill on the other side of the
ravme. They were unfortunately not within range of our muskets, and to have attempted toreaeh them over
such ground as it was would have been madness; therefore I directed your Somali interpreter to advance alone,
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and to hail them '10 observe that he was alone, and intending no harm, merely wishingto speak with them. He

accordingly advanced, and shouted to them until a conversation was opened. I then Jomed your Interpreter, mid

told him to make known to the Somalis that if one of them would come down and point out thebbdles, his

safety was guaranteed. He could not induce any one to approach, therefore he went hlmself, and Jamed their

of fifteen. ,
PartyAfter waiting some time, being disappointed in the hope that a Soumali gouldeome down, I approached

them to within a few yards, and, with the assistance of the interpreter, trle to persuade one to come and

pint out the bodies, and give an account of the massacre, but did. not succeed.

The interpreter told me that there were seventy Somalis 0n the hill, although I only saw fifteen; he also

stated that there were a much larger number just the other side of the b111,, .
A11 endeavours to induce one of the Somalis to trust himself with us failed, and I reluctantly ordereda

return to the beach, Which was obeyed, but clearly only from the force of discipline, for it was very apparent

that it was with a heavy heart that every man left the murderers of his countrymen unscathed ; hut we stood ‘at

such a very great disadvantage owing to the nature of the ground, that an attack would certainly have been

ssful.
mswhefom the information gained by Baleooz, it appears that the bodies of those murdered men who were not

drowned were burned; we, therefore, returned on board, thinking any further search would be useless. _ ,

I do not detail the information gained by the interpreters, as immediately on our arrival on board their

statements were taken down by Captain Playfair, and he will doubtless furnislhhyou vg’th a copy. ,
ave, c. _

(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 135.

Evidence taken by Captain Plagfat'r.

Infirmatz'on obtaineel by Mahmaod Baleaozhat the Scene qf the Massacre 9f the Cutter’s Crew qf Her
Majeséy’s ship “ Penguin,” an the African Coast, at Bareda,flfleen miles west QfRas Asseer.

MAHMOOD BALEOOZ states :—
Of' the people I saw on shore this morning, one named Haji Awadth, 0f the Soba Karone branch of the

Mijerteyn tribe, admitted that he had been present at the massacre of the European seaui'eh; the others said
they had not been present at the time, but had lately come to Bareda.

Haji Awadth said that one month and twenty-five days ago, a boat arrived in the middle of the bay, one
day about sunset, and asked the Somalis, of whom twenty—five or thirty were present, for water and sheep. The
Somalis pointed out another place where there was water; and leaving one their number with the Europeans
told them by signs to take the boat there: the boat anchored all that night there, and the next morning the
Somalis dug a well, filled their breakers with water, and sent people to the hills for sheep. On their return,
the Somalis sent the sheep on board the boat, and three of them also went on board and asked for the price of
the water and sheep. When they got into the boat, the English, perhaps, thinking that some treachery was
intended, took up their swords; the Somalis getting frightened attempted to jump into the sea; two succeeded,
but the third fell down in the bottom of the boat, and a sailor wounded him in the arm with a sword. The boat,
was anchored, and also tied to a piece of wood stuck into ‘the sand. When this occurrence took place, the
sailors tried to get up the anchor, but at the same time the Somalis caught hold of the rope tied to the shore,
and begun to pull the boat on the beach, which they succeeded in doing. As soon as the boat touched, seven
men jumped into the sea, and the otherstook their arms in their hands. Whichever way those in the sea tried
to reach the land, the Somalis prevented them; this continued so long that they were drowned.

The sailors in the boat defended themselves for' a long time, and wounded ten or fifteen people ; one they'
killed, and a second died of his wounds in a few days. ‘ '

By this time eighty 0r ninety Somalis had collected, and the defenders of the boat were killed with spears
cast at them from the shore; one man escaped, and was found by a Somali, who said he would not kill him, but
took him into the interior a little way, to the village Which we burnt last night. At last he sent this prisoner
with a Somali to Alloola; it was too hot to travel by day, so they did so by night. On the road two Somalis
met him; thrashed the Somali who was with him, and killed the sailor. ‘ ' , '

The name of the man who saved the sailor is Salek Mahommed, of Alloola. , ‘
When the Haji told me this, I told him to come and see Captain Playfair, but he refused. 'I then asked

him what had become of the bodies; he replied that he could not say for certain, as the next time he visitedthe
scene he saw no corpses 5 he thought that after the boat'had been drawn up on the beach; and'pillaged of all it
contained, the bodies were burnt in it. ' ‘ ‘ '

. My informant distinctly told me that, with the exception of the man who was saved by Salek, none were
killed on shore; those who were prevented from landing were drowned, and the others speared in the boat.

The Haji told me that they did not hear of what had taken, place at Hafi'oon, or wherever the first boat
was lost, untilafter this occurrence. ‘

I asked the Somalis whom we met this morning, how many men were in the boat. One man replied ten,
but Haji Awadth, Said, “ What is the use of telling lies Pr there were fifteen.”

Before me, this 27th October, 1862.
(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR.

 

Information of Ismail Ladak Somar, an inhabitant of Kuteh, residing at Alloola, who saith :—
I have been here six months. Of my own knowledge I know nothing of this massacre, but theSomalis

talk freely of_it, and' the following is what I have heard :-— > ‘
. 1]: 1s sand that two boats put into Ras Matiber, on the coast below Hafoon, for water; whether the
Inhabitants gave it or not I cannot say, but the boats opened fire on the people, and the Somalis ran away; L

One boat remained. at anchor some distance from the beach, while the smaller one went close in and asked
for water; the well was some'little distance inland. On landing, the crew met one or two ‘SOmalis, bf whom th
a:lied the way 5 the latter demanded money, which the, sailors promised to give; After they had walked some
stance the sailors, seeing no signs of the well, threatened their guides; in the meanwhile a larger number of
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Somalis came to the spot, and a fight ensued. One of the sailors struck a man with his sword, and then, all
taking to flight, abandoned their boat and swam off to the larger one. Oh this the Somahs pulled the small one .
high and dry on the beach. It is said that a Somali was killed. ‘

We did not hear of this afi'air until after the massacre at Bareda.
Again, on the 23rd of Nowroz (26th of September), the larger boat with fifteen men arriyed on this coast at

a spot called Bareda; I cannot say at what hour. They asked for water, using the Sowahlh term “magee.”
The Somalis told them to come, ahd they would point out a well. They brought five breakers on shore, and
were allowed tofill them; when they had put three on board, the Somalis asked for money; they promised to
comply with this re quest, and the other two were put on board. Three Somalis then went on board and
demanded the money ; the sailors refused to give any; one of them then, pointing to his penis, sald they might
have that.

All the sailors then taking up their arms, ordered the Somalis todeave. One of the Somalis was wounded
With a sword, and a struggle ensued. Five sailors were killed in the boat which was on shore, and three
Somalis fell; the rest pulled the boat right up on the beach. V

The boat was anchored at one end, and a rope was made fast to the shore from the other ; and it was by
this rope that she was pulled up on the beach;

Ten of the sailors on this jumped into the sea‘. and of these one swam to a cape to the east and got ashore;
the other nine were drowned. A man named Salek Mahommed, of Alloola, met this. man. protected him, and
promised to send him to me.

Near that place was a Soorie boat from Zanzibar. Salek asked the nacoda to take the sailor to Alloola for
for 10 dollars to be paid by me ; the Soorie refused, Salek then entrusted him to three Somalis for the
purpose; they comiucted him by a road some little distance from the beach, and there meeting with some of the
same people Who had massacred the sailors, they killed the last survivor, and heat off the men Who had charge '
of him. '

This was three days after the massacre.
Before me, this 27th October, 1862.

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR.
 

Information of SalekxMahommed, of the village of Alloola, who saith :—
When the massacre took place I was living at Asseer, cutting wood. One day—I cannot specify the date—

I went down to the beach for the purpose of returning to Alloola for a few days ; there I met a bugalow, which
had come from Zanzibar. I knew the nacoda, and he asked me to get him some water; I replied that I would
cause him to be supplied. He remained there all night. .

Next morning a Somali arrived with news that a boat with a European crew had arrived at Bareda, and a
fight had taken place between them and the Somalis. ‘

I inquired particularly if it was a ship or. a boat, and learnt that it was a boat containing fifteen men, and
that some had been killed and others drowned. .

When I heard this news I remained that night at Asseer, as did the nacoda. In the middle of the night an
European and two natives entered the village, and the latter declared that they Wanted to sell or hold to ransom
the former to the nacoda of the bugalow. I advised him to satisfy the Somalis, and take the Englishman with
him, as he would profit by the transaction. He refused to have a British sailor on board his boat, saying that if
such a person were on board he would not stay in his company.

I had intended going to Alloola in this boat; but when I found that both the nacoda and his crew refused
to receive the sailor on board, I would not accompany them. I agreed with the Bedouins that the man should
be given up to me for 10 dollars. .

At last, owing to the repeated solicitations of the nacoda that I should accompany him to point out a
watering-place, I agreed to do so, and entrusted the European to four Somalis after having had him washed,
and' his feet, which were much out by walking bare-footed, dressed and bandaged; I also gave him food and
?IOflAillllg-la He remained a day at Asseer to rest, and on the following day he set out by land with four Somalis
or 00 .

On the way four men of the party which had massacred the others met the European, and beating 011' the
men whom I had sent, took him prisoner. In a very short time as many as forty arrived at the spot, and killed
the European with swords and spears. This must have been four or five days after the massacre.

The European was about my height. with dark brown hair; no hair on his face. He had no shoes on, nor
any clothing except a short pair of trousers reaching from the waist to the knee; these were black. His age
appeared to be from 20 to 22 years. ‘

The name of the nacoda was Mahommed bin Seroor. I do not know the name of the budeen, but it
belonged to the Island of Maseerah; it was laden with slaves and grain from Zanzibar to Maculla. It was more
the fault of the sailors than the nacoda that the man was not received on board; if the former had consented,
the latter would not have objected. , '

0n the day that I heard the news of .the massacre, but before the European reached Asseer, we saw a
steamer which appeared to be going towards Aden.

Before me, this 29th day of October, 1862.
(Signed) ‘ R. L. PLAYFAIB.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 135.

Orders adtiressed to Sub-Lt'eutem’mt Fountains.

Memo. _ “Penguin,” of Guam, September 1, 1862.
YOU W111 take command of the port-cutter and Whaler, and proceed to watch the coast for the suppression

of the Slave Trade between Kwyhoo Island and Juba River.
2;]; ngct to he at Port Durnford by the 14th of September, so after that date I wish you to call there

every n: y. ' ' '
3. In the event of your making seizure of vessels or dhows with slaves in, you will detain them at Port

Dumford until my arrival. , .
4,. Ifyou find any dhows deserted having in them clear and incontestable evidence of having been recently

em loyed 'm the Slave Tsade, you will burn them, after taking careful measurement, and bring away with you
sue things as stamp their calling to be that of a slaves.

' (Signed) J. G. G. M0 HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding-
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Inclosure 5 in No. 135.

Standing Orders to Oficers on Detached Boat Service.

‘10 preserve the health of the minds and bodies of your crews is to be your first consideration; to obtain this

all-importnnt object, it is necessary that the spirit of the following instructions be carefully acted up to :—

1. Directly rain—awnings are furled in the manning, every man to be seen take a dose of quinine.

,2, Unless some very good reason for the contrary, breakfast and tea to be cooked regularly morning and

evening, no matter under what difficulties, as it is most essential to the health of Englishmen that they should

have a warm beverage morning and evening, more particularly in this climate: without this being attended to

you will very soon have discontent, for good living is as necessary for preserving the health of the mind as the

bod .
'y3. -The men are to wash themselves, clean the boat out, and shifi; into day clothing every morning after

reakfast.
b 4. Rain-awnings to be spread during rain, and immediately after sunset, when the service will permit.

5. In wet weather blanket clothing to be worn, every favourable opportunity being taken to dry and air the

same, and when it has been necessary to expose the crews to the wet I recommend a small quantity of spirits

(about a quarter of a gill) being served out.“
6. You will never, if possibly to be avmded, anchor in the rivers for the night, but outside. If obliged to

remain in a river during the night, you will, if possible, anchor off a sandy spit, or in the widest place you can

find, and as near the centre as possible.
7. You will discourage growling and squabbling, and encourage singing, or any innocent amusements that

you can devise to relieve the monotony of hoat—cruizing. '

8. Any man misconducting himself while on detached service will incur my displeasure to a far greater

extent than if the same misconduct took place on board the ship; while, on the other hand, any man reeom~

mended to my notice for a cheerful and zealous performance of his . duty while detached, thereby tending to

lighten the responsible and arduous duties of the officer in charge, may feel certain that I shall avail myself of the

first opportunity that may occur to show my approbation.
8. I rely with confidence upon your zeal in carrying out these instructions, for’upon your exertions mainly

depend the health of the crews, and, therefore, efficiency of the ship. -

(Signed) J. G. G, MC HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 135.

List 0 “ Penguin’s” Boats’ Crews, showing how they were Armed when they left the Ship an the
lat September, 1862. ;

Cutter.——Armed with 12-pounder rocket-tube. Containing Suh-Lieutenant Fountaine, armed with sword ;‘

William M’tchell, Quartermaster, With cutlass and revolver ; John Kemp, A. B., With outlass and revolver; John

Pratt, A. B., with cutlass and revolver; James Watson, A. 3., with rifle and sword-bayonet; Henry Stole, A.B.,

with rifle and sword-hayonet ; Charles Kennedy, ordinary, with rifle and sword-bayonet ; John Ghilds; 151; class

boy, with rifle and sword bayonet; George Horton, private, Royal Marines, with rifle and bayonet; Charles

Foley, private, Royal Marines, with rifle and bayonet. V '
Whaler.—Containing John Carpenter, gunner’s mate, armed with cutlass and revolver ; William H.

Williams, A. B., with rifle and sword-bayonet; Martin Foley, A. B., with rifle and sword-bayonet ; Richard

Heath, A. B., with cutlass and revolver; Arthur Mathews, ordinary, with cutlass and revolver.

' (Signed) J. G. G. M0 HARDY, Lieutenant Commlmding.

List qf‘Pram’siom in the “Penguin’s” Boats when they left the Ship on the lat queptember, 1862.-

Water, 54 gallons; biscuit, 2531bs.; peas, none; pork, 102 lbs.; spirits, 5 gallons and 15 gills; sugar,

46% 1113.; chocolate, 20 lbs. 10 oz.; tea, 5 lbs. 2 oz. ; lemon juice, 5 lbs. 2 oz. '

Government money 101. _
(Signed) J. G. G. M0 HARDY, Lieutenant Commanding._

 



(184)

NORTH AMERICA AND WEST INDIA STATION.

No. 136.

Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Nile,” at Bermuda, March 8, 1862.

I BEG to transmit, for their Lordships’ information, a. despatch from Captain

Hillyar, of Her Majesty’s ship “'Cadlnus,” dated the 10th ultimo, and its inclosure,

giving details of his having captured, on strong euspicion of being engaged in

the Slave Trade, a brig named the “Laura,” under British colours, and with a
provisional British registry from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General at

Havana. ‘
2. Captain Hillyar subsequently reports to me, under date of the 17th ultimo,

that on Wednesday, the 12th instant, the “captain, ofi‘icers, and crew of the
brig ‘Laura’ were convicted before the Magistrate, Mr. Black, of having been
engaged in the Slave Trade, and removed to prison (bail refused), for trial at

the Court to be held on the 4th March, 1862, and that myself and several other
Witnesses are bound over, With the penalty of 502. each, to prosecute the said captain
and crew in the name of Her Majesty on the 4th prqximo.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 136.

Captain Hillgar to Rear-Admiral Sz'm' A. Milne.

‘Sir, “ Cadmus," St. John’s, Antigua, February 10, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to inclose for your information copies of‘ an affidavit concerning the capture of the

brig “Laura,” Which will give you every information respecting her.
Owing to her bad sailing on a Wind, and to prevent detention, I got up steam on the afternoon of the

22nd January, and took her in tow, arriving at English Harbon 1', Antigua, on the morning of the 24th, when the

cargo was cleared alongside dockyard for a general and efiicient search being made as to its description.

I immediately reported her arrival to the Governor, and commenced proceedings against her and crew in

the Court at St. John’s. Up to this date they have been daily engaged at the Police Court,10dging criminal

proceedings against the captain, oflicers, and crew for felony. The Vessel and crew were placed in the Vice—

Admiralty Prize Court the 7th February.
On the 3rd instant, the wind being variable and light, I got up steam in two boilers, and with the brig in tow

proceeded to St. John’s, where she was placed in charge of the Marshal of the Admiralty Court, one officer

and four seamen remaining on board. Her sailing under the British colours will, I fear, make it a long and
serious business, as the crew are at present confined in jail awaiting their trial.

If I can possibly get away, it is my intention to proceed to St. r[“homas, for the purpose of getting more
information concerning her, and of procuring provisions, which are not procurahle at this port

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. S. HILLYAR.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 136.

Afidam't qf Captain fIillyar.

In the Vice-Admiralty Court.

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the ship or vessel called the “Laura," whereof Nicolas Dionissis was
Master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, stores, goods, wares, and merchandize seized by Henry Schank
Hillyar, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty’s ship “ Cadmus."

APPEARED personally Henry Schank Hillyar, Esq., C.B., Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Cadmus,"
and made oath :-—-

That on Tuesday the 7th day of January instant he arrived with the said ship “Cadmus” at the Danish
Island of St. Thomas, and on his landing at said Island of St. Thomas, he was met by Her Britannia Majesty’s
Consul, R. B. Lamb, at 'St.-Thomas, who gave his deponent a letter which had been addressed by Joseph T-
Crawford, Esq., Her Britannia Majesty's Consul—General at the Havana, in the Island of Cuba, to him, the said
R. B. Lamb, a. copy of which said letter, and under the Consular seal of the Island of St. Thomas, is hereunto
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annexed, and marked with the letter A, and that the said‘ R. B. Lamb pointed out to this deponent the said brig
“Laura,” which was lying in the harbour of St. Thomas, at a short_distance from Her Majesty’s said ship

uCadmus,” and as a vessel preparing and fitting out fora Slave Trade adventure; whereppon this deponent

gave orders that the strictest watch should be kept upon the said brig, and that on the stern‘of the said brig, in

painting, only the name “Laura," without the name of her port of registry or any other port being added

hereto.
t 2, And he further made oath that the said brig took in and shipped large quantities, about l00 tons of

goods and stores, at the said Island of St. Thomas, as will appear by the list of such goods and stores, hereunto

annexed, and numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, as being five of the documents or papers delivered up relative to said

bri .
g 3. And he further; made oath that the said'brig got under way and sailed out of said harbour of St. Thomas

at about half-past 6 o’clock on the morning of the 20th day of January instant, under British colours, and

steered away on the port tack, the wind blowing at that time easterly, and that at about 10 o’clock on the

morning of the same day this deponent, thinking that the sail brig had got fairly to sea, and that he could cut

her 06 and capture her before she could get into waters which would afl’ord protection to her, weighed under all

steam out of the said harbour of St. Thomas, and as soon as he got onside the harbour, made all plain sail, the

wind still being easterly, and the direction taken by him, this deponent, being south—east, and within a very

short time after clearing the small islands in the neighbourhood of St. Thomas, this deponent caught sight of

the said brig standing away and steering.about south-east, she being at that time about eight or ten miles from

Her Majesty's saiti ship “ Cadmus,” and immediately upon catching sight of the said brig, this deponent gave

chase to her, and .that during the time that this deponent was chasing her, he noticed that twice the said

brig altered her course as if for the purpose of increasing the brig’s speed and nearing the Island of St. Croix,

and thereby obtaining the protection of the waters of that island; there having been no change of wind which

rendered necessary such alteration of the said brig’s course, and that as often as the said brig altered her

course, this deponent altered the course of Her Majesty’s said ship “ Cadmus,” for the purpose of nearing the

said brig, and that the said brig, seeing that Her Majesty’s said ship “ Cadmus ” was nearng her very fast, either

tacked or were and stood on the starboard tack; and upon closing the said brig, this deponent fired a blank gun

to leeward, upon which the said brig’s mainsail was hauled. up, and this deponent tacked, hailing the said brig, and

at the same time directing the captain of the said brig to shorten sail and heave to, and this deponent told the

captain of the said brig that an oficer of Her Majesty’s said ship “Cadmus” would be sent to‘board the said

bri .
g 4. And he further made oath that Neale Dottin Fonnereau Lillingston, Esq., the First Lieutenant of Her

Majesty’s said ship “ Cadmus,” received his orders from this deponent ,to board the said brig, examine her papers,

and to report upon her papers and 'cargo, which the said Neale Dottin Fonnereau Lillingston accordingly did, and

a true copy of his report is hereunto annexed, marked with the letter B, and which report this deponent verily

believes to be correct.
5. And he further made oath that the said brig had on boarda certain amount of scantling and planks,

which are of the length and deseription used for the purpose of fitting and preparing a spare or slave—deck, there

being no account among the papers of said brig of such seantling or planks being on board thereof, and the captain

of the said brig having no manifest of such seantling and planks as cargo shipped on board the said brig, the

same having been shipped at St. Thomas, and that on alist of his goods and cargo being demanded from the

captain of the said brig he made out such list and handed it to the First Lieutenant, Neale Dottin Fonnereau Lillingston,

and is hereto annexed as one of the writings and documents delivered up relative to the said ship, and numbered.

6. And he further made oath that there was found on board the said brig a certain quantity of fire-hricks and

other bricks, such as he verily believes are commonly laid on the deck of vessels engaged in the African Slave

Trade for the purpose of laying thereon the fire-places and fires at and by which the food for the slaves iscooked,

and that there was also found on board the said brig certain iron bars which, with a common fish—kettle, would

afinrd and be the means of cooking the food of slaves.
7. And he further made oath that the said brig has on board three wooden tanks, each containing 600 gallons

of water, and two more tanks of the same size in pieces, and ready to be set up for use, and nine casks, containing,

on an average, 240 gallons of water each, the said brig thereby having water, and means of carrying water, ready

at hand for immediate use to the extent of about 20 tons of water, which this deponent considers to be a far

larger quantity of water than is required and usually carried on a legal and ordinary voyage by a merchantman.

8. And he further made oath that on board the said brig were found 42 horns such as this deponent has

been informed, and verily believes, are generally employed and used on board vessels engaged in the Slave Trade V

for the purpose of handing round water to the slaves.
9. And he further made oatht hat on board the said brig “ Laura ” were found 121 pipes of rum, and 200

barrels of rum, 1 box containing 10,000 cigars, 100 barrels of salt, which this deppnent hath been informed,

aad verily believes, are staple articles of commerce for sale on the coast of Africa, and commonly and generally
given as barter in the purchase of slaves on the said coast of Africa. .

. 10. And he further made oath, that the said Nicolas Dionissis, the Captain of the said brig- “ Laura” (as

thllsldeponent hath been informed, and verily believes), said to the said First Lieutenant, Neale Dottin Fonnereau
ELilhngston, in the presence of Alexander McKechaie, a midshipman of Her Majesty’s said ship “ Cadmus," that 1
If he did not succeed in selling his cargo at the Swedish Island of St. Bartholomew, to which he was bouné £50m
§t. Thomas, he should go on to St. Helena; and on being asked by the said Neale Dottin Fonnereau Lillingston

if he, the said Nicolas Dionissis, supposed that he would find a market for the things he had on board the said

brig at St. Helena, he, the said Nicolas Dionissis, then said in the presence of James Tugwell, 'a seamen on

b°al_'d Her Majesty’s said ship “ Cadmus,” that he was not certain of going to St. Helena, he might go to Port 'of
Shaun, of the Island of Trinidad, and, in fact, the goods on board were shipped on speculation, and that he, the said
Nicolas Dionissis, was looking for a market. ‘ .

11. And he further made oath, that there was on board the said brig an American “ jack," and that this
deponent hath been informed, and verily believes, that 'the said Nicolas Dionissis told the said Neale Dottin
Fonnereau Lillingston that he had also on board an American ensign, which has not,.however, been sincerfound ;
and that he hath been informed, and verily believes, that the said brig was purchased at Havana by her present

Captain and owner, who this’deponent hath been informed, and verily believes, has never before sailed under
English colours, and that the reason of the said Nicolas Dionissis availing himself of an opportunity of sailing
under English colours, was for the purpose of thereby obtaining protection from capture by the men-of-war of the
Federal States of North America, the said brig being originally a New Orleans vessel, and thus being of' and

bel‘mgmg to a port of'the Confederate States of South America, and then liable to captureby a man-of-war of the

Stighern Federal States, in consequence of the war now being carried on between the said Federal and Confederate

s. ,

CLASS A.
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12. And he further made oath, that the agreement for service made by the seamen engaged on board the said
brig, as shown by the writing or document delivered up as relative to the said ship, and hereto annexed, and marked
with the letter , is not such as this deponent hath been informed is legal and usual, there not being specified
in such agreement for what particular voyage or for what space of tinge the said seamen age to serve on board the
said brig “ Laura,” and that on the said brig “ Laura ” being seized by this deponent, there were found on board
of her two men more than the number mentioned in the muster-roll subjoined to the said agreement of the seamen
to serve on board the said brig, and whose names are not mentioned in the said muster-roll, as this deponent can
discover.

13. And he further made oath, that the said brig is built and fitted up in the most finished and expensive
style, and wholly unsuited to trading among the islands, and that the whole of the said brig’s cargo and general
equipment is suitable and usual in vessels engaged in the African Slave Trade, and that the rate of' Wages payable
to the cook and steward especially, and to the crew of the said brig, as appears from the said brig’s articles, is
extravagantly high, and much above the rate of wages in the legal mercantile marine. \

14. And he further made oath, that it appears from the report annexed hereto, and marked E, made to him
by the carpenter of the said “ Cadmus," and which report he verily believes to be correct, that the scantling and
planks and boards found on board said brig corresponds in quantity and length to length and breadth of said brig,
and of the area ofher holds and her requirements for a second or slave deck, and that the crew of the said bri
slept on deck in bunks fitted up for the purpose, and not in the foreeastie as is usual in merchant-vessels, thus
having more room for a second or slave deck ; and that there was on board said brig a large supply of new canvass,
and that this would answer instead of matting for slaves to sit upon, and several hundred of empty demijohns, which
could be used for landing the mm on board, thus leaving the casks and barrels containing that rum available for
water.

15. And he further made oath, that the hatches of the said brig are not divided into two parts or portions, as
is usually the case on board ordinary merchant-vessels engaged on a legal Traflic, but that the main hatehway is
covered in by means of four divisions or pieces, thereby affording the Captain an opportunity of removing one of
such pieces for the purpose of admitting air to the hold or lower deck of the said brig, without having too great an
opening, which this deponent hath been informed, and verily believes, would be one of the methods adopted for
ventilating the deck or space on or in which would be placed and confined the slaves.

16. And he further made oath, that among the papers delivered up by thersaid Captain of said brig, annexed
hereto as delivered up; is the Provisional Registry (marked F) of said briggunder the seal of Her Britannic
Majesty's Consul-General for the Island of Cuba, and the declaration of ownership annexed thereto, whereby it
appears that the said brig is registered as a British vessel; and the said Dionissis declared himself a British subject
and sole owner and master of said vessel.

17. And he further made oath, that among the papers delivered up by the said Captain of the said brig is the
papers or clearance from St. Thomas, annexed hereto, as delivered up and marked with the letter ; and that
it appears from said clearance that the said brig left St. Thomas laden with provisions and salt for the Island of
St. Bartholomew; and that no mention is made in said clearance of the various other articles hereinbefore as
mentioned; that upon the seizure of the said brig the hatches were fastened down according to the regulations of
the service, and the hold thereby rendered secure and inaccessible as was supposed, and that the Captain of the
said brig and his oflicers were allowed to remain on board, and use his cabin; but that lately a private and
unsuspected communication through a sliding or panel door was discovered, between the Captain’s cabin in said
brig and that part of said brig which in slave-vessels fitted up with ,a lower or slave deck forms the compartment
in which the female slaves are confined, and that such a communicatiqn is usual and customary in slave-vessels,
and made for the purpose of enabling the Captains of slaves to be familiar with such of the female slaves as they
may fancy; but that such a communication between the Captain’s cabin and the hold is unknown: in vessels of the
legal mercantile marine, and that through this private mode of communication. the Captain of the said brig has had
access to the hold thereof, and an easy mode of destroying evidence which might contribute materially to the
condemnation of the said brig as a slaver.

18. And he further made oath, thattthere was also found on board said brig a very large and undue supply of
firewood; and that all the papers and documents delivered up by the said Captain of the said brig are annexed
hereto as delivered up, and among the rest one, marked G, purporting to be a receipt for 4,500 dollars, as the
purchase money of the said brig. then bearing the name of “ Ida Raynes,” and dated Havana, October 1861, but
that such sum is much too small to represent the value of the said brig.

19. And he further made oath, that annexed hereto, and marked with the letter H, as one of the papers and
documents delivered up, is the log-book of the said brig, which commences with the departure of the said brig from
the port of Havana on the 2nd. of December last, 1861, and ends with the 25th of January, 1862, but that said log-y
book contains no mention of any cargo shipped there at Havana, or at St. Thomas; and that from the 1st
day of January instant, on which, as appears from said leg, the said brig arrived at St. Thomas, to the
26th day of January instant, when said brig left St. Thomas, the said leg is a blank, contrary to the customary
and usual moiie of keeping log on board a merchant-vessel. '

20. And he further made oath, that there are two hatchways on the said hrig’s deck; one of these is
new, very recently cut, and was not built in said ship, and quite unsuited to the purposes of loading and
unloading cargo, a large ship’s beam traversing the centre of said hatchway; and said new hatchway is
covered with a companionéhatch fitted with sliding-doors, and which would enable, and was intended to permit,
the said hatchway to be kept open for ventilation in the heaviest sea, and thereby superseding the necessity
for gratings being declared by law, as this deponent is advised and believes, primd flwie evidence ,of the
vessel in which they are used, being fitted for being employed in the African SlaVe Trade; and that the
said vessel being manifestly fitted and equipped for being employed in the African Slave Trade,'and her
cargo, provisions, and supplies having been shipped for and suited to such employment contrary to the laws
enacted for and relating to the abolition of the Slave Trade, this deponent, the Captain of Her Majesty’s
said ship “ Cadmus,” did thereupon seize the vessel and cargo, being authorized by his Commission in Her
.Majesty’s navy so to do, as liable to forfeiture to Her Majesty, and brought the same into the port of
English Harbour in this island.

21. And he further made oath, that the papers, writings, and documents, hereunto annexed and marked with
the respective letters and numbers hereinbefore mentioned are the whole of the papers, writings, and documents
which were found on board or delivered up, relative to the said ship or cargo, and that they are in_the
same plight and condition as when received by this deponent, saving the numbering, and lettering thereof,
without any addition or subduction whatsoever. ' . ‘

22. And. lastly this deponent made oath, that it appears by the said ship’s papers that the said Nicolas
Dionissis, the Captain of the said brig, is the sole owner of said ship and cargo. .

On the 26th day of , 1862, the said Henry Schank Hillyar was sworn to the truth of this affidavit.
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No. 137. ‘

Vice-Ad’miml Sir A. .Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

(Extract) v ' March 24, 1862.

CAPTAIN HILLYAR, of the “ Cadmus,” under date the 12th instant, informs

me, in regard to the case of the “Laura,” that on the 5th instant criminal proceed—

ings were proceeded With (at Antigua) against the captain, ofiicers,- and crew of the

brig “Laura,” before the Grand Jury, who found a true. bil‘l against them. for

elon . , '

f lgroceedings are still going on in the Vice-Admiralty' Court, which at the

present very slow rate it is impossible to know when they will terminate. This

day we have commenced to discharge the perishable cargo of the “Laura,“ in

pursuance of an order given by the Judge. ,
[beg to inclose a cepy of a letter I sent to the Attorney-General 'in conse-

quence of the delay. ‘
Trusting my proceedings will meet With your approval, 8w.

 

lnclosure in No. 137.

Captain Hill’gyar to the Attomeg- General, Antigua.

Sir, _ “ C'admus,” StrJohn’s, March 8, 1862.

I HAVE the honour to report-to you, as Her Majesty’s Attorney-General, the very great and serious incon-

venience which occurs to Her Majesty’s service by the detention of Her Majesty’s ship under my command being

kept so long idle, waiting the trial of the oflicers and crew of the brig “ Laura,” brought by me to’ this island

for adjudication, as suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, under British colours, and against whom ’a

true bill on all points was found by the Grand Jmy on the 7th instant. ‘ _ '

I well know the difliculty of this case, but most earnestly remind you of the ‘fact that the “ Cadmus ” is the

only man-of-war on this part of the station, and that in these critical times her presence is absolutely required

in other parts, and that to further the good of Her Majesty’s service the trial of the “ Laura,” captain, ofiicers,

and crew, should be brought to an issue at the' earliest moment consistent with law. _,

With regard to the perishable stores and cargo of the “ Laura,” I consider it right and just they should he

landed and sold for the good of allyparties concerned, but I must and do strongly protest against the landing of the

bulk of the cargo, viz., nearly 400 pipes and barrels of rum, 100 barrels of salt and salt provisions, which are

perfectly safe and in good condition on board the “ Laura,” and which can only he landed at a very heavy cost,

not only for stowage, but for damage done by landing, and which, should the “ Laura " not be condemned, will

have to he re-shipped at the cost of the Crown. \
I do not believe this has been properly brought to the notice'of his Honour the Judge (Sir W. Snaggs), and

have therefore to request that you will be pleased to lay this circumstance before him. . .

A copy of this letter will be forwarded for the information of the Commander-in-chief, and of the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty.
I have, &c. '

(Signed) H. S. HILLYAR.

 

No. 138.

Commander Wilson to Commodore Dunlap.

Sir, . “ Spitqful,” at Sea, June 1, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to report to you that on my arrival at the port of Truxillo,

on the evening of the 28th May, I found at anchor a .screW-steamer under Spanish
colours, which, from information received by me'shortl after anchoring, I considered
myself justified in believing to be a slaver. I imme iately waited upon his Excel—
lency the Governor, and made him acquainted with my suspicions. He admitted
that the vessel was there under very, suspicious circumstances, and stated that the
reason she had not been ordered to quit the port was that, having so slight a force
at his disposal, he could not enforce his orders. '

I informed him that I thought it was but right that her character should be
pmperly ascertained, and the Governor at once agreed to her being searched, and
appomted an officer then present to go on board, accompanied by Lieutenant Croke,
for that purpose. , , . »

I considered it my duty to take this step, believing her to be a slaver, from the
following circumstance ;—— ‘ , - , '
. This vessel, I was informed, had arrived at Truxillo some eighteen days before
111 ballast, and immediately employed a number of men from the shore to clean out
her holds; out of which a. quantity of human excrement was reported to have been
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taken, and the ship cleansed throughout. Some ten days after she had been at
anchor, a brigantine under Spanish colours made her apRearance off the port, and,
on a private signal being exchanged (consisting of a whlte flag With a black ball)
between the steamer and herself, she immediately ran alongside and supplied the
steamer with Coals, provisions, and a new captain and crew; the old crew were
afterwards dispatched in two vessels belonging to Belize for Batabano, on the
Cuban coast. I was informed by the Commandant’s Aide-de-camp that the steamer
was employed as a cattle-vessel between Truxillo and Batabanoathis, however, '
was evidently a mis-statement, seeing that only vessels Wlth a very llght draught of
water can enter the latter—named port. She had also cleared out from Matanzas
for Matamoros, but had stated that she was endeavouring to get into an American
port.to ship a cargo of cotton, but she had been at sea for the space of ninety days,
during which time there was no record whatever of her proceedings.

Lieutenant Croke, by my directions, repaired on board the next day, accompanied
by the officer appointed by the Governor for the purpose of searching her; a report
of their proceedings I have the honour to inclose; V

On the afternoon of the 29th I had an interview with the Governor, and
informed him, from the report I had received from these officers, my suspicions were
more than confirmed; and that afternoon I made the communication No. 2, to which,
on the following day, I received his Excellency’s reply (Inclosure No. 3). It will
be observed in the Governor’s reply that he states Mr. Melhado had gone “ beyond
his limits, and entirely changed the meaning of his words;” this I do not for a
moment believe; if it were so, why did not the Aide-de-camp, Who spoke English
well, point it out on the spot? Again, with reference to the production of the
ship’s log-book, the Governor assured me that he had not seen it, and that he did
not know where it was. Further, he states in his letter that the reason of the
vessel being supplied With coals, &c., and a new erew, was explained to me in the
interview, which I must here most decidedly state is not the case, this having been
a point which he was not only totally unable to explain away, but which he himself
admitted was the very reason which had strongly excited his suspicions. It will
also be seen that both captain and crew profess to be totally ignorant of the
name of the owner.

I have the honour to inclose herewith the depositions of two of the most
respectable merchants of the place, one of them being the American Consul. I
also beg to forward copies of a correspondence which took place between myself and
the Governor, and to state that, although the conviction was strong in my mind
that this vessel was not only a slaver, but that she was again fitting for a voyage
to the coast of Africa, and that the authorities of the port were in connivance
therewith, I yet did not consider it compatible with my duty to take it upon myself
to seize this vessel while lying under the protection of the Honduranean flag.

‘ I consider it to be due to Mr. Melhado to state that I am much indebted for his
assistance in this matter, there being no properly aecredited Consular .Agent at this
port. My thanks are due also to Mr. ' Prudot, the American Consul, who also came
forward and offered his assistance on the occasion.

I take the earliest opportunity of forwarding this despatch to the Senior Officer,
in order that no time may be lost in communicating the character of , this vessel to
Her Majesty’s Government, and of intimating my suspicions that the port of
Truxillo has been allowed to become a port for fitment of vessels en aged in the
Slave Trade. On my return I looked in at the port of Truxillo, an found both
steamer and brigantine had sailed. , ,

‘ I have, 8w.
(Signed) WM. C. F. WILSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 138.

Lieutenant Cruise to Commander Wilton.

Sir, “ Spiteful,” Trutillo, May 29, 1862._
IN compliance with your orders I proceeded. in company with the Fort Major of this town, to board and

examine the steamer under Spanish colours at anchor in this port. t
On going on board, the Captain, who stated his name to he Serapio Equidarer, informed me that she was

the “Noe d’xlgm',” from Matanzas to Matamoros. It appeared by a clearance from the former port, which
he produced, that it was ni‘nety'days since she left' Matanzas, and neither he nor his crew could tell in what
manner the vessel had been employed during that period; neither could they assign any reason for her being
in the port of Truxilio, having been sent from Cuba. to join her in a brig laden with provisions and coals. The
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former captain and part of the crewr have proceeded to Cuba in an English schooner, and the remainder of the

crew are on board the said brig now In harbour. .

On my demanding the Iog-book and the requisite ship’s papers none were found to be forthcoming, and

captain and crew professed to be in entire Ignorance of the name of her owners, or of his or their employers.

Her engineer stated that he hacbcome from the Havana to repair the engines. On my inquiring what were

the defects, he could not pm‘ticuiarlze a single one, and then said the vessel was going to France for repairs.

Ithen proceeded to search her below, and found between 80 and 100 oasks of What I suppose to be salt

meat, also about 20 bales of sarsaparilla, and several bags of salt. ' '

In consequence of her hatchway being piled up with sand, and the deck built on her bottom covered with

about three feet of ashes, I was unable to search her minutely down below; nevertheless, I discovered some tin

pannikins usually used in slavers.

Her holds (fore and after) had been thoroughly cleaned and whitewashed in this port by labourers from

the shore, notwithstanding which, and the precaution her captain had taken of strewing ashes as before mentioned,

a most offensive smell still existed, evidently arising from human filth.'
On her main deck I found a considerable quantity of plank, which could not be requisite in a vessel with

two regularly-built decks, and could only be used for bulkheads. ,
The captain stated her tonnage to be 356 tons, but my own opinion is that she is a vessel of at least 750

or 800 tons. including space occupied by engine-room and bunkers, which do not occupy 200 tons; hut coals

were stowed in every available part of the ship. ,

I remarked while in the engine—room that the plate bearing the name of the makers had been removed, and

I could not ascertain who they were.
From the above stated suspicious circumstances relative to her proceedings since leaving Matsuzas, and

from having visited on the coast of Africa many vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, 1 am fully persuaded,

and do not hesitate to offer it as my opinion (in which the Fort Major fully coincides), that she has not only already
run a cargo of slaves, but is now about to proceed on a similar voyage.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. N. CROKE.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 138.

Commander Wilson to the Governor of Zh'ua'illo.

, “ Spiteful,” Truxillo, May 29, 1862.
HAVING on my arrival at this port discovered a steamer under Spanish colours at anchor, which I had

every reason to believe was employed in the nefarious Traffic of slavery, I considered it my duty to call upon
you and to represent the nature and character of the said vessel.

At an interview held withyou and your officials which took place last night you admitted her to be a

most suspicious vessel, but you stated that owing to the slight force at your disposal you had not considered

it advisable to order her to quit the port, seeing that you could not enforce your orders.

At your suggestion an officer was appointed on your part, and I having appointed Lieutenant Croke on
any part, the vessel was this morning examined and searched, and from the report of the officers above named
no doubt remains on my mind that this vessel has carried a cargo of slaves, and is about to renew a voyage
for the same purpose. . '

There are circumstances which place it beyond the possibility of a doubt that she is employed on an illicit
Traffic; since her arrival in this port she has been supplied with coals, and a total change of crew and captain,
by a vessel which brought them over from the Coast of Cuba, and which vessel is now at anchor under most

suspicious circumstances. She possesses no clearance from her last port, and there is no documentary evidence
to prove in what manner she has been employed since she ieft Matanzas for Matamoros, a period of ninety days,
since she has a large quantity of provisions on board, for which neither captain nor crew can account. There is
no log-book produced, and both captain and crew professed to be unaware of the name of the owner.

It is thus evident that a. slaver has been permitted to remain in this port for a space of eighteen days,
during which time no cognizance has been taken of the suspicious manner in which she has, been acting. I
shall therefore feel it my duty to represent to the Government I have the honour to serve the state of things
at present existing in' the port of Truxillo, and to state it as my opinion that this place has been allowed to
become a port whence vessels may fit out for the Slave Trade.

I am warranted in believing that this is the case, as this vessel was never warned to quit the port, and
has been receiving the same civilities and attentions as though she were a legal trader. - '

I beg to state that in my opinion the Government of Honduras, between whom and the EnglishGovem-
ment friendly relations at present exist, would be much compromised were the English Government aware that
vessels suspecteii of being engaged in the Slave Trade were allowed to harbour in the port of Truxillo.

I therefore have to suggest that as you yourself have stated to me it is not in your power to enforce your
orders, which is the only reason why you have not ordered this vessel to quit the port, that you'will aid me in the
suppression of Slave Traflic (which this vessel is now engaged in) by authorizing me to seize this vessel in this
port. I beg to point out that there exists a mutual Treaty between Great Britain and Spain for the abolition of
slavery, the flag of which latter country this vessel is now flying. ’

In case of your arriving at the decision of surrendering this steamer to Her Britannia Majesty’s ship
“ Spiteful,” I shall be prepared to place a crew on board to take her to Jamaica for adjudication. '

‘ ' I have, 8m.
(Signed) WM. C. F. WILSON-~

 

lnciosure 3 in No. 138.

The Governor qf'Trum'llo ta Commander Whom
(’I‘ranslation.)
811‘ Government House, Truxillo, May 30, £1862. ‘’

I HAVE the honour of answering your esteemed oficial letter of yesterday’s date in the following
manner:—

After the interview which took place the night before last in this Government House, in which interview
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Mr. Wm. Melhado performed the ofiiee of interpreter, I had the displeasure of being informed by my Adjutant,
the Lieutenant Cloter, that said interpreter not only went beyond his limits, but also entirely changed the
meaning of‘ the wards. I did not doubt it from that moment, and it is now corroborated by your note, Which
alludes to words I did not use. The iriterview was to investigate the Efipanish steamer “Noe d’Ag‘ui,” anchored in
this port, and flying the flag of her nation.

It was for the Undersigned equally an honour and a pleasure to give to the Coromandant of Her Britannia
MajeSty’s steamer the details which were in his knowledge, so as to slept up the susplolons winch you had that the
said steamer was employed in the criminal Traflie of Negroes.

For this purpose I agreed to your wishes, permitting the search of the steamer, which you desired to he done,
b a subaltern officer, and showing- you the most important papers with which she has been admitterl into this port,
Both things tools place yesterday, and, as you will remember, in your Bresence I ordered the captain to be told to

present tome the log-book, according to your desire, and it is yet In this office.

You have informed me that from the report of the searchers yet} have not the least doubt that this steamer
has brought a. cargo 'of slaves, and that she is ready to make another voyage of the same purport, which you infer
from her having been supplied with coal and a new crew; the reasen of this I have explained to you in the
interview, as well as other remarks which your note contained,

The ninety days’ voyage is explained in the log—book that was shown to me with the other papers of the
vessel. The name of the owner or proprietor is in the register given by Her Catholic Majesty, on the 13th of
May, 1860, and couhtersig’ned by her Minister of Marine with the Royal Seal; and in the muster—roll, if it is
overlooked carefully, will be found her entries and departures in some ports of England. 011 this account she has
been received in this port. and her captain has answered all my inthrrogatories; otherwise, as'the Commander
may rest assured, she would not have been admitted, as the laws and chstoms of this country are entirely opposed
to it. ,

You conclude by asking me to deliver said Spanish steamer to Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Spiteful,”
for which you are ready to put a crew on board of her and carry her tq Jamaica. to he confiscated.

Although I am well disposed to have the suspicions which are entertainedi cleared up, I am opposed to
the delivery, hecatuse it would bring‘on my Government compromises end iliifieulties of immense importance.

I elearly and decisively said‘. to you, on the night of our interview, that it shoulci not be my measures that
woulol put my Government in an international question with foreign Rowers, among which is Great Britain, with
whom she has the most friendly relations.

The Undersigned concludes, informing the Commander that I Will put the Whole affair in the knowledge of
my Government, and that it is a pleasure for him to reiterate the sentiments of esteem with which he subscribes
himself, 810.

(Signed) A. FONSECA.
 

Inolosur‘e 4 in No. 13$.

' Certificate.

WE, the Undersigned, merchants of Truxillo, ilo hereby eer‘tit‘jr that the steamer now laying in this port
arrived here under most suspicious circumstances, iaurl we are of opinion that she has already been employed
carrying slaves, and is about to proceed on another similar voyage; and what confirms this opinion is, that many
men from this shore have been employed on board in cleaning the halal, where we have been made to umleretaml
that a large quantity of human filth was taken out, and white lime thrown clown as e disinfeetant. Furthermore,
the said steamer arrived here in ballastfind after remaining some time h brig came oil this port, and on the steamer
making her out a white flag with black hall was placed as the private signal, when brig in1mediatelly.r went alongside
and delivered her cargo, consisting of coals and provisions, and a new heptain and crew for said steamer, the old
crew having been shipped as passengers on board the schooner “ Dolphin ”and brig “ Kate ” hound for Bataham.
We, therefore, are convinced that, unless some repressive measures are taken, this coast will mpinlly become a
plane where slavery Will he carried on, and this port'allowed to biem‘ime a port of fitment for vessels ehout to
proceed in this nefarious Traffic. M ‘

Mr. Edwarfl Pr‘udot, one :of the Undersigned, and the appointeé‘l Government Measurer for Tonnage, is of
opinion that the‘said steamer is, at least, 700 tons, whereas she is represented to be only 350 tons, and he
had no orders from the Collector of Customs to measure her.

In witness whereof we hereto attach our respective signatures.
fiuwillo, May 30, 1852. ‘

(Sigmed) U. PRUDDT.
WM. MELHADU',

 

lnolosmre 5 in No. 138. .

Evictmoe taken m thepresenee ostssrs. Prudot meal Methado, Memohwhth of Tmtlh

ALFRED LEE makes the following statement :--—
That he was employed to work on board the brig which arriveul in this port on the 213111 with a oargo of coals

and provisions, and a. new eurew and captain fom- the steamer, anchored in this port; that whiting the time on board
the brig that one of the ofli’eere of steamer asked it“ he would like to he employed on board the steamer as fimman.
He replied, yes; but would dasire to know to what port she was hountl, and also at what rate they would pay.
The ofiioer replied that the mines in Havana were 3D to 4i] dollars, but on board the vessel higher rates would he
given, and he would like to get three more men from shore in the same mpaeity; he also stated that he could not say
to what port the steamer was bound; that he (Lee) was eftertwortls employed as a labourer on hoard the steamer,
and was orflered down in the after4hold to stow away coals, amt during the time he was clown there, and having
been in the African trade was arousetl at seeing a large quantity of pans and several harrels tot" tio-pots, and also a
very large galley for the size of the vessel ; he times also olfem-ed 150 tlollars atlvanoe to go if he wohltl ship, which
he declined, having been oonvinoeflvfirom all he saw that she was hehntl for the wast of fifties. It was hrgenl by
the ofioer that sailors have no right to inquire to what part vessels em homul, hot that he would guarantee him
that if the vessel made a safe voyage that he woultl at the ship’s expense mthm him to Havana.

Milk, May 30, 1862.
(Signed) ‘3‘ PRUDM.

WM. MELHADO.
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Inclosure 6 in No. 138.

Commander W'z'lson to the Governor qf Tmillo.

S'r, “ Spiteful,” T/rum'llo, May 30, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s date,land in reply thereto I beg to

inform vou that I consider it contains a number of statements quite at variance with the facts ofth‘e case ; therefore
no othei' course is now open to me but the one of forwarding to Her Britannia Majesty’s Government, through the

proper channel, the representations I have made to you, together with the proofs which lead me 'to believe the

steamer in question is engaged in an illegal traffic, Which opinion I still continuIe £0 maEtain.
‘ ‘ ave, c.

(Signed) V WM. C. F. WILSON.
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Commander Hickley to Vice-Admiml Sir A. Milne.

Sir, “ Greyhound,” Nassau, June 5, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, having left Nassau under sail, on

Sunday, the 25th May, I proceeded en route for Anguilla Islands, and on. rounding
Stirrup Key I exchanged, colours With a United States’ man-of—war steamer at
anchor three and a—half to four miles to the westward of the Key, ,and, the weather
becoming unusually squally, thick, and threatening, the wind being f'oul, I came-to,
to ensure position from the effects of the Florida Stream, the same evening, under
the Great Isaacs.

2. The weather moderating the following morning, I proceeded under steam,
and, anchoring at Anguilla Island at noon on Tuesday, the 27th, landed forthwith
all boats’ crews and searched it to the north-west, commencing about three-quarters
of a mile them its south-east end, and found nothing but the effects of recent bush-
burning, and places where temporary wells had been sunk.

3. On the 28th I steamed along the coastof the northernmost island to examine
it, and, being treeless and low, I could see very definitely and satisfactorily every
object with a glass from the mast-head, so did not land, being ' persuaded that it
would be only loss of time to do so, but proceeded back to the last anchorage and
landed another party to search the remaining south-east portion of the south island'
and at 5 RM. succeeded in finding three Spaniards secreted in the centre of the island,
in the thickest 0f the woods, being in two huts, who described themselves as fisher- ‘
men, but their appearance, possessions, wardrobe, &c., quite contradicting this, I
sent them on’ board the ship as prisoners, for the ultimate purpose of bringing them
to Nassau to be dealt with by the Governor. , V ‘

4. At 6 on the following morning I observed a schooner abting suspiciously,
standing in for the land, and on making us out, edging away again, and, as she
increased her distance, edging more away, I made sail in chase over the Cay Lal
Bank, getting steam up meanwhile, and, overhauling her, found her to be a large
Spanish coasting-schooner, from Havana, with water-casks, rice, salt fish, &c., on
board, but not a full cargo, bound for Fares, on the coast ofCuba. I have little doubt
that she was actually coming to land her Cargo on Anguilla for slave purposes, but
her papers being clear, and not anything to detain her legally, I was reluctantly
obliged to let her go, asI believe she had been chartered by the prisoners to complete
one part of their arrangements. _ ' V .

5. I returned again to the anchorage to make further search for arms, &c., and
taking off all articles already found, and succeeding in the discovery of a musket, a
double-barrel pistol, and a fo‘wling-piece, hid in the bushes. The boats returned at
sunset. ‘ . .

6. On the 30th, not to leave anything undone now the ship was. on this, service,
I again landed with a strong party, and, men lining the beach on the south, advance&
to the north side of the island, in hail of each other, and keeping each the direct
course through his own ground, the thicket being quite imperviOus at some points
except by crawling on hands and knees, and in’ all parts exceedingly difficult to pass
through. This manoeuvre was completed twice, and resulted in finding more water-
casks of water, slave mess—tubs, spoons, and a 30-foot gig, all stowed away most
cleverly, but no more arms, which I had hoped to find. The gig was only seen 'by
firlng the bush, and was in flames to such an extent that attempting to save her
Was useless, likewise most of the tubs, with the exCeption of a few, which, with a.
1:ng number of spoons, were succeeded in being saved as a testimony against the

Isoners. ‘
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'7. The search being now completed, and the boats returning at sunset, I
weighed and proceeded in chase of a brig at anchor on the bank, and at 9 boarded,
the Spanish ship “ onlfls,” bound to the Havana from Brazils and Porto Rico; and
having searched her, I released her the following morning, and, waiting Wind
myself, remained at anchor until 3 P.M., when I weighed under sail to a light air
from the northward, which falling soon after, I steamed up the Florida Stream,
making my way back to Nassau, where after having anchored at the Great Isaacs,
Stirrup Key, and Berry Bank, on account of the unusually thick, squally, and
unsettled weather, I have the honour to report my arrival this day with the three
prisoners, their huts being burned, their money, books, papers, and ammunition
being in my possession, their clothes and necessary personal property being given
to them, as also a. sufficient quantity of their supplies for their own use; the
remaining portion of the eatables having been served out to the ship’s messes.

8. Among the prisoners’ papers being compasses, protractors, navigation, and
work books, I have the honour to express my opinion that the three prisoners are
the captain and mates, or mate and supercargo, of a slaver to be fitted out from the
Anguilla Islands, where, having previously accumulated the necessary supplies, the
vessel herself with her crew, by the preconcerted signal of firing a large portion of
the bush, arrives, and all arrangements are made for the voyage for procuring, as
well as for disembarking, negroes,

9. There are indications of these fires in many parts of the island, Which could
be easily seen by a vessel off, if not on, the coast pf Cuba, and the slaves are then,
I conclude, run in Steamers or small schooners to mthe cays adjacent, or the port of
Cardenas ; everything in the position of the look—dut place, the prisoners having a
green signal light, the cleverly contrived standing of the huts, the labyrinth—like
arrangements of the paths themselves, and their completely blind appearance to a
stranger, induce me to take this opportunity to bring to your notice the fact that
the Southern Anguilla is a regular fair-way for the Spanish Slave Trade, and that
it bears its own evidence to the fact.

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. D. HICKLEY.

“ Nile,” at Halifax, June 23, 1862.
TRANSMITTED for their Lordships’ information With reference to my letter

of the 18th September last, and to previous correspondence on the subject of
these cays being made use of as a slave-depét. By my letter of the 28th April,
their L'ordships will have learnt that the “ Landrail” has been cruizing for the
suppressiOn of the Slave Trade in their vicinity.

(Signed) ALEX. MILNE.
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Commodore Dunlap to Vice-Admz'ml Sir A. Milne.

Sir, “ Imaum,” at Jamaica, June 22, 1862.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your consideration, copy of a

letter from Commander Wilson, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Spiteful,”* inclosing copies
of a correspondence between him and the Governor of Truxillo, relative to a
Spanish steamer lying at that port supposed to be a slaver.

2. As it appears to me that the Governor of Truxillo did not act with the
energy Which he ought to have shown, I shall transmit a copy of this corre-
spondence to Her Majesty’s Minister at Guatemala, with a view to his conduct
being inquired into. ’ '

3. In consequence of this correspondence it is my intention to send a vessel as
efrften‘ as possible to Truxillo and the coast of Honduras to watch proceedings.

I am, 850.
(Signed) ‘ HUGH DUNLOP;

 


