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LIST OF PAPERS.

 

AFRICA. (0bnsular)—-Bz'glzt of Benin.

No.

1. Consul Campbell to the Earl 'of Malmesbury, .

V 2. ,,

3. ,,

4. . ,,
5. ”

6. ,.

”

”1’ n;

7. The Earl of Malmesbury'toflonsul Campbell .

8. ‘ ,,

9; Consul Brand to, Lord J. Russell.

10. v n ’3

11- , :r 1 '»

12. ,, ' V,,

,13.‘ Lord-J. Rinsel-lfta Conadi'Bz-and

14.; ,, ‘ ‘ ,, _

15. , ,, ' . ,,.

16;; , ,, . . , ,5

‘17.
. 'b'ui‘y ' 1

18; 1 ,, ., ,

19. . .” ,, 1 ,

20.
son

2]. p:

22. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hdtchihsoh I ._._.

o. .-

n.-

no

Dec. 30

‘Dec. 31

. Mar. 17 

Date.
» 1859

Mar. 4

Mar, 1 4

Mar. 4 5

Mar. 19
Mar. 22' M

Apr. 5

May 19

May 19

Dec. 31

1860
Jan; 18':

Mar. 117 ‘

Man] 7

Mar. 22  

Receipt.
' 1859

,Apr., 8,.

Apr. 8

Apr. 8

May 9
ay 9

May 9

1860
Feb. 13

Feb. ,13

Feb. 13

Mar. 13

'uo

SUBJECT.

,Visit to Eginie with Her Majesty’s
ship “Brune” and “Rainbow."
and' interviews with Kosoko’s
Chiefs .. .. ..

French agents urged Kosoko to

Mr. Williams's mission to Jaboo.
The King‘s determination to put
down Lagos palm-oil trade . .

Respecting Senhor Baeta of Whyda
Efl'orts of, merchants to obtain free

1 tmnsit of palm oil through the
territory of King of Jaboo.

King of Porto Novo. Has remon-
strated against obstructions made
by him in free trade of palm oil .

r What measures. Lean; he su
specting King of Jaboo’s refusal
relative to palm oil ? . .

Approving remonstrance with King
of? Roma Nam 193peetingapalmé
oil trade .. .. .- ..

Lagos Benevolent Association and
Abbeokuta. Road-improving :Com-
mittee . . . . . . .

Destruction of twin children and
their parents . . . . 7'

Form of certificate of freedom

ship “ Dahomey” . . . .

'0‘

Slaves rédeemed and registered 11p
, to December 31, 1.859 ..

Association . . . . . .
Draft of arrangement with Chief

practice 1, of , destroying V twin
children::; .n ..' . .1 . .- .1. -

Memorandum respecting suspected
vessels

Redeemed slaves. 'hppm'éng. co'n'-
duct . .

 

'1)

”,.

”J

Consul Hutchinsdn‘ to .the' Earl ’of‘ Malmes- ‘

The Earl of Malmesbury to Congul Hptchin-V ,

I’Mar. 4 .

11qu 2 

Feb. 24

Mar. , . 4

May ,19

May .19

 

1859
Apr. 8

May 9

May 19

v.‘

AFRICA: (C'onsuldfi—B'ight of Biafm.

, 1859
Correspondence relating to capture
of the “Juliet" . . . . .

_Emancipatéd girl ‘tévkenrfrom »Oldr
Calabar by ’a resident at' Fernando
Po . . . . ., . . ’ ' .

Manumission of two slaves at Cala-
bal' . . . . . . .

Approving proceedings respecting
V emancipated girl from Old Cala-
bar. ’ ..

. Emmipation Papers for.,tl3ree 111$;-soiis. 6f Presbyterian Mission; H '. ,
Copy of inclosure‘ ~in Admiralty.

furnish mangqofslgweafanemigrfint' .

rears

To givesupport to Lagos Benevoléhhf

of Lagos respecting abolishing .

arr.»

Page

’19}
l l

12

I4

' 14~

14 ‘

15;“

’16

16

18

19

2112

letter of July 23; respecting's'laves"
_ taken to Fernando Po under English flag . . . .

a 2
,20



iv LIST OF 11111111113.

No. Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page

1859 1859
23. Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson .. Sept. 23 . . Copy of inclosu1e'1n Mr. Buchanan’s

despatch of the 24th ultimo. Go-
vernor of Fernando Po not to give
up refugee negro siaves . .

24. ,, ,, .. Sept. 28 .. Copy of despatch to M1. Buchanan
respecting measures to be taken

. by Spanish Government to stop
' ' slavery at Fernando Po . .

25. Consul Hutchinson to Lord J. Russell .. Sept. 28 Nov. 11 Receipt of dgspatch ofthe 2nd ultimo,
respecting transfer of slaves"Irom

1860 mainland to Fernando Po. ..

26. ,, ,, .. Nov, 28 Jan. 11 Complaint made by some natives of
Gold Coast for being kidnapped
by a Frengh man-of—war . ..   
 

AFRICA. (Consular)—Slicrbro River.

1859 V 1859
27. Consular Agent Hanson to Lord J. Russell .. Sept. 30 Nov. 11 State of Slave Trade in Sherbro

, - country. Canoes captured near
1860 1860 ‘ Cape Shilling ..

 

28. ,, ,, .. Jan. 4 Jan. 15 Relative to decrease of Slave Trade
' in Sherbro country, and sugges-

tion for its suppression . . . .

BRAZIL.

1859 1859
29. The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Stuart .. May 21 .. Senhor Baeta. shipped slaves by

" Tyrant,” from coast of Africa.
Copy of Consul Campbell’s
despatch of March 19 .-. . .

30. Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury v . . Apr. 15 June 4 Prompt inquiries by President of
. ‘ ‘_ Bahia as to reported landing of

_ ‘ slaves near Jiquirica. . .
3]. ,, ,, , .. May 7 June 4 Intended landing of slaves at Itaba-

; V poana.Ene1getic measures of
, , Brazilian Government . .

32. ,, ,, .. May 31 July 4 Further respecting Senhor Pa-
' ranhos’ “Relatorio,"re1ating to

Slave Trade .
33. 99 u .. July 30 Sept. 2 Case of Senhor Baeta referred to

' , ' Minister of Justice .
34. Mr. Stuart to Lord J. Russell .. .. Oct. 4 Nov. 5 Precautions taken by Brazilian Go-

. vernment to prevent landing of
slaves . . . .

35. ,, v ,, .. .. Oct. 5 Nov. 5 French vessels in African emigra-

» tion scheme . ..
36. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Stuart . . .. Nov. 8 . . Satisfaction of Her Majesty’5 Go-

vernment at measures of Brazil
. with a view to the prevention of

V , Slave Trade . .
37. Mr. Stuart to Lord J. Russell .. .. Oct. 31 Dec. 7 Arrival of launch on .coast of

v . Brazil .1.
38. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Stuart . . .. Dec. 8 . . To thank Brazilian Government for

. . . 1860 energy against Slave Trade ..
39. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Clmstxe .. .. Feb. 11 . . Proposing Slave Trade Congress .

1860
40. Mr. Christie to Lord J. Russell . . .. Jan. 30 Mar. 5' Repiy to despatch of November 8, re-

, spectiug landing of slaves at Itaipu.
> ‘ Brazilian (rovernment determined
. V .. . . ' to prevent renewal of Slave Trade

41. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Christie . . . . Mar. 17 . . To thank Senhor Sinimbri for deter-
. mination of Brazilian Government

to prevent revival of Slave Trade.   
 

BRAZIL. (consular)_BaMa.
«4 ' , ‘ 1 1859 1859
42. Consul Morgan to the Earl of Malmesbury . . June 30 Aug. 4 Prices of slaves for half-yearended

1860 June 30 .. .. .. ..
43. Consul Morga'n to Lord J. Russell .. .. Dec. 31 Feb. 6 Prices of slaves . . .. ..

 

2O

20

21

21

23

23

'24

24

24

25

25

26

26

21
27

28
28 V

30

31



LIST OF PAPERS. V

BRAZIL. (Consular)—-St. Catherine’s.

No. Date. 5 Receipt. SUBJECT. Page‘
1850 1860

V
44. Consul Callander to Lord J. Russell . . . . Jan. 23 Mar. 5 General report on Slave Trade 'f'or

1859 .. .. .. 33
 

BRAZIL. (Cdnsular)—Para’.

1859 1859
45. Consul Vredenburg'to the Earl of Malmes- May 16 Aug. 3 Confirmation of acquittal of awoman

bury for the murder of a slave, as re-
’ ' ported October 15, 1858 . . . 34
46. ,, u .. June 30 Sept. 1 Return of'p'rices of slaves . .. 34

1860 '
47. Consul Vredenburg to Lord J. Russell ‘ .. Dec. 31 Feb. 6 Ditto’ .. . .. .. .. 35

 

BRAZIL. (Cofisular)—Pemambuco.

1859 1859 '
48. Consul Cowper to the Earl of Malmesbury . . .Apr. 6 May 6 Quarterly Slave Trade report .. 36
49. ‘n ,, . . July 13 Aug. 4 Prices of slaves for quarter ended

June30 .. .. .. .. 36
50. ,, ,, . . ,JuIy 13 Aug. 4 Quarterly Slave Trade report . . 37
51. Consul Cowper to Lord J. Russell .. .. Oct. 14 Nov. 5 No Slave Trade during last quarter 37

1860 1860
52- ,9 g, o o > . . Feb. 1 Mar. 5 Slave Trade return . . . .. 37

 

BRAZIL. .(Consular)—eRio Grande do Sul.

‘ 9 1859 1859 , ,
53. Consul Vereker to the Ear} of Malmesbury . June 30 Sept. 2 Prices of slavés . . . . . . '38

54. 1 ,, ' ,, .. . . June 30 Nov. 5 Slave Trade report for year ending
1860 June 30, 1859 .. .. .. 38

55. Consul Vereker to Lord J. Russell . .. ,Dec. 31 Feb. 6 Prices of slaves .. .. .. 39

BRAZIL. (Consular);1zio de Janeiro.

' 1859
Mar. 5

185,9 ‘ ‘
Jan. 18 Prices of slaves for quarter ended56. Cc‘msul Westwood tO'Lord J. Russell . .

- ' December 31, 1859 .. . . 40

   

 

DENMARK. (Consular)——St. Thomas.

57. Consul Lamb to the Eafl of Malmesbury 7.. Receipt ' of despatch respecting
1859 l 1859

1 ,. “Majesté” .. .. .. 41

Mar. 31 Apr. 14

 
 

FRANCE.

‘ 1859 1859
58. The Earl of M'alme‘sbury to Earl Cowley ., :Apr. 9 .. Copies of Qespatches from and to

z ' ' » Lord Napler respectmg right of
- . . ' _ ‘ visit .. .. .. .. 42. 59‘ ”. n :Apnrgg ,, » Copies of notes from and 170 the ‘

,. ' - ' Duke of Malakofl' respecting the. ‘
, v V. ,V 1, , . . “Phwnix” ‘ ‘.'. ' .; .." '4260. . _ 9” r: V 5” 4 iMay 14 .1. Cpr of despatch from Consul

Lawless respecting “Dahomed,”
' arrived in Martiniquewith Africans 47

.. June 4 .. Copy of despatch from Consul
Lawless respecting " Dahomed” .

. having left Martinique .. .. 47

61.
n ”    



V1

No.

62. Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley
63. ,, ,,

64. Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell

65. Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley

66. ,, ,,

67. ,, ,,

‘ 68. Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell

69. Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley

70' v u

71' n v

72' 9'! 9;

73- ' ” )9

74. Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell

75. Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley

FRANCE.

76.

77.7 ,, . ,

78. Consul Lawless to Lord J. Russell

79. ,, ,,

80. ,, ,,

.-

.0

LIST OF PAPERS.

 

Date.
1 859

June 30
July 9

July 29

Aug. 1

Aug. 27

Sept. 10

Sept. 18

Oct. 5

Nov. 26

1860
. Jan. 26

Feb. 11

Feb. 11

Feb. 29  

Receipt.
1 859

July 30

Sept. 19

1660
Feb. 12  

SUBJECT.

French proceedings at Zanzibar . .
To remonstrate with the French
Government respecting the Imaum
of Muscat, with respect to French
proceedings1n Zanzibar .

Has furnished Count Walewski
with memoranda respecting French
proceedings at Zanzibar . ..

Proceedings of French emigration
agents1n Congo liver

The French have ceased to procure
emigrants from neighbourhood of
Cape Mount .

Extract of Mr.Gab1-ielus annual
repmt as to French emigration
scheme ..

Count Walewski'5note verbale con-
taining angwei to allegations re-
specting emigration scheme . .

Copy of despatch from Dr. Living-
stone respecting Slave Trade by
French and Portuguese subjects..

Copy of de$patch of the 301;}: of
September from Consul Lawless
respectingar11va1 of African'immi-
grants belonging to Mess1s. Régis

Report of Commander of “Lyra.”
relative to French proceedings at
Zanzibar .
Copy of despatch from Consul
Lawless respecting the arrival of
“Spiendide” and “Tigre,” with
8461mm1g1ants . .

Proposing Slave Trade Congress:

French note verbale respecting con-
duct of Consul Rigby at Zanzibar

To call attention of French Govern--
ment to proceedings’ of Captain
Rigby and French Consul at
Zanzibar . u . . . . .

(ConsularFMartinigue.

Consul Lawless to the Earl of Malmeshury . .
1 859

Apr.
1859

2 May 3 Reporting

.. May 12 June 2

Sept.30 No'v. 1

o-

c.

Sept.29. Nov. 1
1860'

Dec; 30 Jan. 20

arrival of African
labourers, and departure of a
vessel for more ..

Screw-steamer gone to Africa for
immigrants

Anival of 562 African immigralits
for Loango . . . .

A1rival of Chinese immigrants ..

Arrival of 846 African emigrants. .

 

81. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Mathew

82. Mr. Mathewvto Lord J. Russell

83. ' ,,
l)

84. Lord J. Russell ’19 Mr. Mathew

MEXICO.

1859

Nov. 28
1860

.. ‘Nov. 29 Jan. 2

.. Dec.27 Feb. 1
1860

. Feb. 6

Mexican barque “Laura," captured
by Her MIjesty’s ship “ Archer”

Case of “ Laura," waiting adjudica-
tion .

Seizure of slaver “Catarina ' on
coast of Yucatan. .

Copy of inciosuie in Admiralty
letter of January 30, respecting
capture of “El Rosarito” by
“ Arrogant; ” . . . . . .

Page

.48

50

50

50

50

,5]

51

55

55

55
56

56

57

60

61

61
62

62

63

63

63

64



MEXICO.

No.

85. 00115111 (11111111111011 J..Russe11 '-

LLST 0F> PAPERS.‘
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Date.
1 859

Nov.  1 ‘Dec.

Receipt.
1859

 

(00mular)-—Vera - Cruz.

SUBJECT.

2 Arrival of Mexican-barque'“Laura"

 

' MUSCA'I‘.‘

86. Captain Rigby to Lord J. Russifll .. Sept. 1’ Oct.

87. Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Lord J. Russeli

88- n J! _

1859 . 1859

1860
‘Nov. 21 Feb: ’9

. 'Nov. 28 Feb. 9

"‘(C'onsulur)-—Zanzibar.

25 ‘ 'Slave Trade ‘carried on, on East
Coast of Africa, with the know-
ledge of the Portuguese authorities

Respecting Slave Trade proceedings
of Buona Ventura Mass. . . .

Ditto . . . . o n o o

 

  

NETHERLANDS;

 

Page

65

66

67
69

73

‘77

"'77

78

78

79

“81

82

83

83

‘ . 1859 , 1859 . 1
.89- Mr. Wan} ‘20 13116 Earl Of Mélmeéhugy .. ?Feb. '17 .Feb. 21 ’Péti'tion (1f Surinam calofiistsagainst

the Anti-slavery Bill . . . .
90- 1, ,, .. .. -.Ap1'. 30' May 3 Forwarding petition from Anti-

Slavery Society to the King of
' HoHand.

“91. LnrdJnRussell tmLordNapier .. ... iOct. 22 .. Copies of notes from and. to Baron
' Bentinck,re1ative to the abolition

of slavery in Netherland India.
1860 ’ Congratulations thereon. . . .

.92. ,, n .. .. .Jan. 31 .. Correspondence with Consul Munro
respecting British subjects holding
slaves111Sui‘mam . .

’93- n ,, .. .. Feb. 23 .. Correspondence with Consul Munro
4 ‘ respecting Mr. Wright and other

slave-holders'1n Surinam .
'94. u a, .. - . . fF'eb."25 .. Copiesof correspondence With Gon-

sul Munro relative to theImprison-
ment and release of John Smith
on board “ Adonis,” by Dutch
authorities . . . . . . .

NETHERLANDS. (Consular)——Surinam.

1859 1859
95. Lord J.‘-R.11ssell’ to Consul Munro ,.. .. ‘Aug. 16 .. To report respecting purchase of

, slaves by British subjects, 810. .
96. Consul Munroto’Lord‘J.”Russell .. .. Oct. 10 Dec. 2 Reply to the above. Information

respecting Mr; Wright and other
British subjects holding slaves in

a ‘ 1860 Surinam .. . .
97- ”j »,, .. .- .Dec. 1 ‘Jan. 2 Relative to imprisonment and re-

lease of John Smith on board
“ Adonis." Requests instructions

‘1860 thereon
98‘. Lord J. “Russell' to Consul Munro .. .. Jan. 27 .. Instructions 1especting British sub-

' 1859 ' jects holding slaves1n Surinam .
199. Consifl Munro‘to Lordt’J. Russell .. .. 'Dec. 3] ‘Feb. 1‘ Mr. Wright has pu1chased another

‘ ' _-1860 estate, with 156 slaves 011.11: . .
100. Lord"'.I.‘Russé’li'tO'ConshI Munro . .. 1Feb- 23 . . To inform Mr. :'Wright of ‘the ‘

~ A penalties he has incurred. . .
101' '1: ' n .. ..‘ Feb. '25: .. Instructions respecting capture of

, ' . slaves
102. Emsfil‘Munm‘to hord.iI..Bussé11 .. .. Feb. 16' ‘Mar. 16 Mrs. Gray, :1 British subject. now

V ' - in London, has purchased an estate,
with 85 slaves on it . .   
 



No.

103. Mr. Doria to Sir C. Wood ..

104. Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Doria. .I

105. Mr. Doria to Sir C. Wood ..

LIST OF PAPERS.

PERSIA.

.Date. Receipt.
l 859 1 859

.. July 26 Aug. 28

g. OCt- 20

us 001':- 17 NOV.19

SUBJECT.

Regarding importation of slaves
allowed by Chief of Lingah . .

Approving steps taken respecting
the above 0 a a o 0

Further respecting importation
slaves at Lingah . .

'Jf

 

  

PORTUGAL.

1 859 1859
106. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury . . Mar. 30 APT- 5

107. The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Howard . . Apr. 7 ..

108. ,, ,, .. June 8 ..

109. ,, u .. June 8 ..

110. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury . June 18 J1111a 25

111. ,, ' ,, .. June 18 June 25

112. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard .. .-. July 4 ..

113. Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell .. .. July 14 July 22

114. ,, ,, .. .. Aug. 2 Aug. 12

115. Lord .1. Russell to Mr. Howard ', .. . . Aug. 16 ..

116. Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell .. . . Sfipt- 6 Sépt. 13

117. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard .. .. Sept. 8 ..
118. ,, ,, .. Oct. 5 ..

119. ,, ,, .. .. Oct. 22 ..

120. Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell .. .. Oct. 15 Oct.‘ 22

121. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard .. .. Oct. 26 ..

1122. ” ” .. _ Oct. 3]. o 0

123. Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell .. . . Nov. 6 Nov. 13

124. ,, ,, .. .. Nov. 13 Nov. 21

125. ,, . ,, .. ., Nov. 16 Nov. 21

. 126. Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard ‘ .. . . Nov. 26 .

127. Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell .. .. Nov. 25 Dec. 4

12s. ' ,, ,, ~ ‘ .. .. Dec. 5 Dec 14
129. V g, 5, I u. .3 Dec- 10 Dec- 22

130- 9’ g, . .- 7. Dec. 14 Dec 22
‘ 1860

.131. Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis .. .. Mar. 6

‘ Loanda report for 1858

 

Declaration of Count Thoma:-
respecting “ Charles at Georges” .

Relative to' right of' cruizers to enter
rivers in Portuguese territories .

Relative to election of" Arbitrator at
Cape of Good Hope . . . .

Sentence against Benito Derizanz,
at Loanda. . . . . . . .

Sentence ,of Relaga’io Court on
Benito Derizanz . . .

Dispute of Cape Commissioners re-
specting (Izlection of Arbitrator . .

Approving conduct respecting Benito
VDerizanz u u n on u u

Acknowledging despatch of the 4th
instant respecting Benito Derizanz

Note from Portuguese Government
respecting choice of Arbitrator at
the Cape'.. .. .. ..

No record in Foreign Oflice re-
specting 17lores' return to Angola.

Runaway negro André has arrived
in Lisbon from Rio de Janeiro . .

Copy of Dr. Livingstone’s despatch
respecting Slave Trade by French
and Portuguese subjects . . . .

Despatch from Captain Rigby :-
specting alleged connivance of
Portuguese authorities at Slave
Trade on East Coast of Africa . .

The fugitive slave André, from Rio,
has been set at liberty . . . .

1,200 slavegs are reported by Captain
Rigby to have been shipped from
Ibo for Cuba. . . . .

To make known to Portuguese
Government Dr. Livingstone's
report respecting Portuguese 3.11-
thorities engaged in Slave Trade. .

Note to Duke of Terceira respecting
shipment of slaves a1: Ibo

Inquiries will be made respecting
the above . . . . .

Has addressed a noge respecting
Slave Trade at Quilimane . .

Report of Commander Oldfield re-
specting Slave Trade in Portu-
guese Africa. .. . ..

Slave Trade proceedings have beei'l
referred to Minister of Marine .

Note to Duke of Terceira respecting
Slave Trade from Angoxa . .

Inquiries will be made respecting
Slave Trade proceedings on East
Coast of Africa. . . 3 . . . .

Governor of Cape Delgado will be
dismissed . . . . . . .

To communicate views of' Her Ma‘
jesty’s Government respecting the
‘“ Barboleta. " captured by “ Viper"

Page

s5

ss

86 '

89

89

90

90

91

92

' 93

93

94

94

95
95

95

96

96

96

96

97

98

98

99

100

100

101

102

102



LIST OF, PAPERS. 1X

'. Date. Receipt. Sumner. P 0N" 1859 1860 ag132, .Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magenis . . . . Mar. 13 . . Instructions relative to Portuguese
. . . ‘ slave proceedings . .. . .

133. Sir A. Magems to Lord J. Russell . ., . . Mar. 14 Mar. 22 Portuguese Minister in London "11'
' ' be Instructed. to attend “Slave '

‘ Trade Conference ... .. 105

 

PORTUGAL._ (Consular)—'A20res‘.

‘ 1859 1859
134. Consul Vines to Lord J. Russell . . .. Dec. 8' Dec. ‘30 United States’ ship “ Wanderer"

is engaged in Slave Trade under
nameo “William" .. .. 105

  

PORTUGAL. >(Consulai')-1—Cape dc Verds.

1859 1859
135. Consul Miller to Lord J. Russell . . . . I Nov. 23 Dec. 17 Suspicious vessel under Spinish

colours . . . . . . 109.

 

 

 

PORTUGAL. (Consular)—Quilimqne.

 

 

- ' 1859 1859 .. , ,
136. Dr. Livingstone to the Earl of Malmesbury.. Mar. 4 Sept.19, Slave-dealings of Sefihor Cruz. _

» _’ Connivance of authorities. .‘. 110

SPAIN.

. . . , , , ‘1859 .1859 "
137. Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury . . Apr. 7 Apr. 13 Barque stranded ofi' Hun'mcao, with

. , 800 slaves .. , .. .. 111
138. ,, ,.. .. Apr. 9 Apr. 15 Has called attention of Pormg'uese '

Government to case of “Majkstic.” 111
139. ,, ,, .. Apr. 23 Apr. 29 Scheme of free emigration to Cuba. ‘

- ., by Cuban Cotton Company . . 112
140. ,, . ,, . . Apr. 25 Apr. 29' Steps taken by Porto Rican autho-

V rifles respecting "Majestic ’.’ . , 113
141. The Earl of Malmesbufy to Mr. Buchanan . May 13 . . Respecting “Mtgiestic” . . . 114
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144. ~ ,, ,, May 16 .. Slavers sailed from Havana for ‘

' . Africa .. .. .. .. 116
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Lord J. Russell to Consul Brackenbury . Dec; 9 . . Copy of Mr. Gabriel’s despatch of
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Malmesbury V v
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landing pf slaves near Sagu'a . . 174
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- _ neral respecting landing of slaves. 176
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‘ ‘ Trade .. .. .. .. 179
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, 'gation .. .. .. .. 183
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urge dismissal of Governor of.
Massowah . 195

254. Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell .. .. Aug. 16 Aug. 28 Dismissal of Kaimakam of Mas-
' v sowah .. .. .. 195
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265, Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury _ , Apr. 30 May 16 Reinforcements sent to United
' -‘ ' Staves’ African squadron . .. 223

266. The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons . . May 25 - - Report from Admxral Grey re-
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American barque “J. J. Cobb”
boarded by “Viper” .

United States’ ships “Hazard”
and “Ardennee” boarded by
“Pluto." “Ardennes” made over
to Unibgd States’ commander of
“Mari011”.. 226

“ 0mm" boarded by “ Pluto" . . 227
Boardng of “ Oman” by “ Triton" 227
Boarding o “ Sampson" by “Vesu-
vius" >

Boarding of “J. J. Cobb” iay
“V1per..

Her Majnsty’s Government do not
insist now upon a new Convention.
Abuseof United States' flag.
Insufficiency of instructions to
United States’ cruizers respecting .
definitioil ofa, slave cargo . . 227

Instructions issued to Commanders
of Uniied tates’ squadron on
African coast . .

Reply of General Cass to joint
invitation of English and Fiench
Government . 230

Vessels fm African and Cuban
' squadron will not be ready as soon
as was expected . .
New United States’ squadron will
be sent as soon as possible to the
Coast of Africa . .

General C’asss 1emarks respecting

226

227

‘ 227

228

230

231

new Convention 232
“ 31ownwille ” visited by “Pluto ”
in Congo river ,. . . . . 232

Respecting “J. J. Cobb”. 232
Extract of Mr. Gabriel’s Slave
Trade report for 1858 . . . .

Despatchfrom Mr.Gab1ieirespecting
United States’ corvette “Marion,"
the United States’ vessel “Ar-
dmnes,” “ Orion,’a11d “Emma
Lincoln"

Correspondence with Mr. Dallas re-
specting “01con” and “Triton”v233

Defective instructions to United
States’ ctuizers as to what consti-
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Relative to importation of negroes

233

233

235

to United States 235
“ Isla de (‘7MW visited .. . 235
.“ Stm ofthe East" boarded " . 235
“ Memphis” and “ Ottawa" boarded 236
Has given to Genéral Cass memo- '
raudum respecting“ defect in
American law .. .. 236

“ Lillie Mills" boarded by“Triton” 237
Captures and boardings of vessels. 237
“Rebecca” 11nd“J. Harris” sailing
under United States’ flag 237

“ Star qf the East” boarded by '
" Archer” 239

“ Emily” boarded by “ Triton” . 239
Apathy of Commander of Unified
States' ship “Vincennes,” relative
to suppression of Slave Trade' A

. 240
Necessity of greater poweis being
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detain slavers ..

Capture of “ Stephen H. Towns-
119ml” ,, ., .. 240

240



No.

304. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons

305. ,, . a)

306. ,1 n

307. s n n

308. Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell

309. u n

310. ,, . ,.

. 1.01:1 J. Russell to Lord Lyons

‘ . Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell
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Slave Trade. Instructions the1eon 258
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' ' Hams” . 259
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' “ Tr1ton . . 260
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No. 1. ‘ ‘

‘, Consul Campbell to the Earl bf Malmesbury.'—(Received April 8.),

My Lord, V Lagos; March 4, 1859.
CAPTAIN SANDERSON, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” the Senior Officer of

the Bight’s Division, having considerately acceded to my request and efficiently manned
Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Brune,” directed Lieutenant Lodder, the Commander, to
proceed with that vessel as far as the Egenie Market, about three miles west of Kosoko’s
town, Epé, to procure information of his movements, and the extent of his prepa—
rations for attacking Lagos. Lieutenant Lodder, in conformity withfhis instructions,
left Lagos on the 12th ultimo, it being arranged between Lieutenant Lodder and myself
that I should join him in the Consular boat on hearing of his arrival at Egenie
Market. ' - ‘

After the departure of the “Brune,” Dr. Baikie considered that it would be a
good opportunity for Lieutenant Glover to complete the survey of Lake Icorrodoo and
the Lagoon to Epé, which he had commenced during last rainy season (June to
August), and it was arranged that the “ Rainbow,” Niger steamer, should follow the
“Brunei Dr. Baikie kindly offering me a passage in the “ Rainbow,” I embarked on
the 14th ultimo, and we started at once, but had not proceeded more than eight miles
when we met the “ Brune,” and found she had been detained by the banks and shoals,
on Which, in consequence of her draft of water, sevenvfeet, she had repeatedly grounded.
The “ Rainbow’s” draft of water not exceeding four feet and a half, Dr. Baikie
decided on remaining With the “Brune,” to assist her in getting over the shoals by
receiving her heavy stores. on board the “ Rainbow,” and in heaving off the “ Brune,”
when she grounded. This detained us considerably, and the vessels did not reach theii
destination, Egenie Market, till the 20th ultimo.

. While at anchor, about ten miles from Lagos, Kosoko’s messengers arfived on
board the “ Brune” with complimentary messages, in‘ reality to, ascertain the object of
our visit.‘ I informedthem that we had 110 hostile intentions; that our object was to
ascertain the extent of his preparations, and to convince him of the inutility of them, and
of his seeking to reinstate himself at Lagos ; that having no‘wish to alarm the population
of Epé by the appearance of two steamers off the town, I would anchor off Egenie,.when
I hoped to see Tappa and the other Cabooceers of Kosoko.

The day‘after our arrival off Egenie Market, Tappa, = with other messengers of
'Kosoko, arrived, and I received them on board the “ Brune.” After a few complimen-
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tary remarks, I informedTappa and the others that I had received accounts from allquartel‘s'of'the extensive Preparations made by Kosoko to reinstate hlmself' 1n Lagog ;
that through them I warned him against making an atterhpt Wthh former experlence
ought to convince him could only result disastrously to hlmself' and to his numerous
followers. Tappa' at first denied that any preparatlons had been. made by Kosokoto
regain Lagos, but, 011 my remarking that the three large canoes Whlch had broughthlm
and his party, and were then alongside the “ Brune,” confirmed the accounts I had rece1veq,
as they were newly fitted for war purposes, having stout platforms on wh1ch they place then-
canuon and swivels, and bénches for the paddlers, all of new wood, rendering them
quite unfit to stow puncheons of palm oil in, Tappa and his companlons at once
admitted that preparations had been made for the purposes I had stated, and that
Kosoko had been induced to take this step at the instaHCe of several Chlefs of Abbeokuta
who had promised to assist him in getting reinstated .at Lagos, that they had arranged
this matter with the Acting Consul at Lagos, 8m. I mformed the messengers that l was
perfectly aware that Kosoko had many friends in Abbeokuta, and that 1 knew_well the
large presents he sent to them from time to time, but that the Abbeokuta Chiefs were
only deceiving him and enriching‘themselves at his expense, forthey had no means to do
so if they had the wish to bring Kosoko back to Lagos ; that 1t 1s_worse than useless for
Kosoko to make the attempt, and that if he committed any hostihty at Lagos by setting
fire to the town, it would then be for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government
Whether he should be allowed to remain at Epé, and that, come when he would to Lagos,
by night or by day, he would meet preparations to repel him. 'I then char'ged Kosoko
With having instigated the King of Jaboo to Interdlct any palm Oil from passmg through
his territory to the markets of Icorrodoo and Egenie, Whlch interdmtlon was the cause of
serious loss to the merchants, causing their vessels great detention in obtaining their '
cargoes, and, by Kosoko’s people losing their usual eniployment of trading, making them
more ready to assist him in his hostile intentions agalnst Lagos. Thls Tappa assured me
was not the case; that Kosoko had not moved the King of Jaboo to interdict the transit
of palm oil to the markets, for that himself and all the traders at Epé were great losers
by this interdiction ; and Tappa urged me to send my own messengers to the King of
Jaboo, when I should learn from him that the Chiefs of Abbeokuta and Ibadda are the
parties who influenced the King of Jaboo in this matter.

After more than an hour’s stay on board the “ Brune,” Taj‘ppa and his party left,
promising to relate faithfully to Kosoko all I had told them, and to return on the follow.
ing day with his answer. ' .

The day following Tappa and his party again made their appearance on board the
“ Brune,” but this time attended by several respectable looking Mahometans, visitors toKosoko. Tappa stated that he had related to Kosoko what had passed at our interviewthe previous day, that Kosoko sent me his assurance he would never have made hispreparations to return to Lagos but for the Chiefs of Abbeokuta, Who had assured himthat they had paved the way for his return by obtaining the sanction of the English,
and that when the moment arrived they would be ready to assist him; that without thesanction of Her laiajesty’s Government he knew he could not return ; that he had notinstigated the King of Jaboo to stop the palm oil trade, and he begged of me to send aconfidential messenger to the King to inquire into the matter, and he hoped I would usemy influence with the King of Jaboo to remove his restriction on the palm oil trade.This I promised Tappa and his party I would do without delay. I then entered intoconversation with the Mahometans, who, it appeared, had been attracted on board byAbdul Kader, Dr. Baikie’s Fellata Interpreter, a native of Foota Toro, 0n the Senegal.One of these Mahometans was a Morocco man, some were from Foota Toro, fromFootah Jallon, from Sokotoo, from Jenna, and from Sego 0n the Joliba or Upper Niger,I was quite aware of the object Which had principally induced these people to VisitKosoko, to enrich themselves by working on his superstitious belief in the power oftheir charms, verses of the Koran written in Arabic on pieces of paper. They asked meWhy Kosoko could not be allowed to return to Lagos; the reason I briefly explained tothem. I then entered into the question of the Slave Trade, explaining to them ourreasons for, and objects in, suppressing the exportation of slaves from the coast; that theBritish Government had no disposition to interfere With the state ofdomestic slavery existingin Africa; that We were very desirous to promote legitimate trade and to encourage it,not only on the coasthut in the interior of Africa, wherever a navigable river or streamgave facilities for the passage of vessels, boats, and canoes; that the small steamer, the“ Rainbow,” would proceed up the Niger as far as Rabba, as soon as the rainy seasonset in and rendered the navigation of that river practicable. As [many of theseMahometans had not long since passed through Illorin, they were aware of the wreck of
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the “Day Spring,” and the encampment of Dr. Baikie’s party near Rabba. The Moor

had been seen at the Felatah encampment at Bidda by Abdul Kader, whither he had

been sent by Dr. Baikie to visit the Felatah Chiefs, Osman, Zake, and Dasaba.
These people listened attentively to all we told them, and seemed desirous that a

trading communication should be opened with the Niger countries and an establishment

formed at Rabba. I pointed out to them the great advantage of persons being able to

travel about the country with safety to their persons and security to their property; that

I had been in the habit of furnishing persons proceeding from the coast to the interior

with passports printed in English, which, having been respected by the Chiefs of
Mahometan countries, I had caused some to be printed in the Arabic character, which

ceuld be read by many Mahometans; and I begged of them in their journeyings in the

interior, to request of the rulers of the countries they may pass thrOugh to give protec-
tion to the bearers of these passports; this they promised me to do, and requested I
would send‘ them some passports to take up with them. I have since done so.

Before Tappa and his party took their leave, I told them that, although after
Kosoko’s intended hostilities against Lagos I could not myself pay him the compliment
of a visit, that, if it was agreeable to him, Dr. Baikie and his party would visit Epé on

the morrow, and I requested Tappa to inform me that evening if Kosoko would receive

them. Tappa having sent a favourable message, Dr. Baikie and his party proceeded
with the “ Rainbow,” early the following morning, to Epé. They were well received

by Kosoko, who provided a good lunch for them. Lieutenant Glover availed himself of

this Opportunity to complete the survey and soundings of the Lagoon between Lagos and

Epé, and the “ Rainbow ” rejoined the “Brune ” that evening off Egenie. The
following morning both vessels started on their return to Lagos, the “ Rainbow ”
arriving on the morning of the 27th, the “ Brune ” on the morning of the 29th
ultimo. ‘ .

' I have, 8L0.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 2.

Consul Campbell to the Earlef fifalmesburyr—(Receivcd April 8:)

My Lord, » Lagos, March 4, 1859.

ON the failure of Commodore Protet’s mission to the King of Dahomey to obtain
from him the concession of the exclusive privilege for the French to purchase slaves at
Whydah, the screw steamers “ Stella” and “ Dahomey,” belonging to M. Régis, Which ,
had been waiting in Whydah Roads the result of the Commodore’s mission, set sail, the
former, it was stated, to the Congo, the latter to Palma.

I learn on good authority that the agent of M. Régis, at Palma, with the Delegate
of the Imperial Government, proceeded to Kosoko at Epé, and strongly urged him to
supply a cargo ofslaves for the “Dahomey,” that Kosoko wished to comply with the request
of the Frenchmen, but was reminded by Tappa of the Treaty he had concluded with
the English Government, in which he had strictly bound himself to make no more Slave
Trade; the Frenchmen, on the other hand, assured Kosoko that furnishing M. Régis
With slaves is not Slave Trade, because the‘slaves, after working for a limited number
of' years, are set at liberty, and will be sent back to Africa if they wish it. KoSoko, it
appears, was about to yield to the representations of' the Frenchmen, when Tappa,‘ and
the other Cabooceers pointed out to Kosoko the danger of his selling any ofhis slaves or
people who, having for afew years past enjoyed a great amount of personal liberty, and
having had, many of them, the privilege of trading for themselves, Would immediately
desert when they perceived he was selling them ; that not only would Kosoko’s people
run away, but those of the Cabooceers also ; that all of them were aware of KosokO’s
Treaty with the English, and would, if he began to sell them for shipment, probably go
111 a body to Lagos, and throw themselves on the protection of the English Consul.
Tappa’s fears and representations prevailed, and Kosoko declined to furnish a cargo for
the “ Dahomey 5” whither this vessel went afterwards I have not learnt, as I left Lagos
about that time for England.

. I have, &C.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.
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‘ No. 3. ,

Consul Campbell, to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Recewed April 8)

My Lord, ' . Lagos, March 5, 1859.
BEFORE leaving the anchorage off Egenie, I dispatched Mr. Williams, the

Consulate Interpreter, to the town of Odé, the residence of: the King of Jaboo. It
being hardly safe for Mr. Williams to travel alone I directed lum- to lure two persons to
accompany him, Whom I would pay for such serwce on their arrlval at Lagos.

Mr. Williams was instructed to ascertain from the King of Jaboo the cause and
object of his stopping the valuable palm oil trade, which, at this season of the year,
ought to be in full operation-at the two markets of Icorrodoo and Eg'enle, and he was
directed to remind the King that his doing so is a direct Vlolatiou of his Treaty engage-
ment with the British Government ; Mr. Williams was also directed to, ask the King why
the Native Agent of the Church Missionary Society, who, by previous permission, had
been allowed to settle at Icorrodoo, had been driven from there.

Mr. Williams returned to Lagos yesterday; he reports that he was well received
by the King of Jaboo, that he met there Kosoko’s messengers who had been sent to hear
the result of my message, that the King of Jaboo declared Kosoko had not influenced
him in interdicting palm oil from going .to the markets, that he was acting in this
matter in concert with the Chiefs of Ibadda, Abbeokuta, Ijaye and Illorin, Who were
all opposed to the palm oil trade as it yielded them no profit, and that their people
occupied themselves too exclusively with this trade, neglecting their plantations and
other work, by which the price of provisions had increased greatly. The King informed
Mr. Williams that, so firm is his determination to put down the oil trade, that he had
already executed some persons who had been detected carrying palm oil to the markets
clandestinely; that if he caught his own son transgressing this law he would take his
head off, and, if his daughter, he would commit her alive to the flames. Such, my Lord,
is the frightful despotism exercised in countries which, until the last few years, have
known no other commerce but the Slave Trade, and the present hostile movement
against the palm oil trade is evidently a combination of Slave Trade Chiefs, Who are
unfortunately able to put in force the frightfully despotic powers they possess, to put
down a commerce which, although it may bring them but little revenue, they evidently
perceive is elevating the position of the masses of the population over whom they have
hitherto exercised such despotic sway. The King then informed Mr. Williams that,
had it not been fer his apprehension that Kosoko might be again King of Lagos, he
would have driven him from his territory long since; that Kosoko, if reinstated at Lagos,
would have it in his power to prevent tobacco and rum being carried to. the Jaboo
markets, and so revenge himself for ahy‘harsh treatment he might conceive he had
received during his exile at Epé from the King. Mr. Williams assured the King that
Kosoko would never be allowed to return to Lagos. '

The King then entered into other matters, informing Mr. Williams that there are
but four crowned heads, or legitimate Kings, in this part of Africa, viz., himself, the
King of Benin, the Alake of the Egbas at Abbeokuta, and the King of Yoruba, at Oyo.
The King then dismissed Mr. Williams with some trifling presents, directing him to inform
me he would be happy to see my messengers oftener. I must here inform your Lord-
ship that I have always found great difficulty in obtaining messengers to go to this
King, on account of the delay and tedious formalities to go through before they can
obtain an audienCe, and it being required of them to take off their shoes before going
into the King’s presence; in the present instance Mr._ Williams was informed that he
would not be required to submit to that custom. ‘ ' ‘

This serious interruption to the palm oil trade is creating great uneasiness among
the trading community, and serious loss to the merchants, by the long detention of their
vessels. There are eighteen vessels of various nations at anchor off Lagos, and about a
third. of that number of? Palma, all waiting for cargoes. ‘

We are indebted, my Lord, for this state of things to the revival of the Slave Trade ‘
at Whydah, in the attempt made by M. Régis to carry out his contract by the purchase
ogfilage: there and at Palma, and to the shipments of cargoes of slaves occasionally from

y . a v ‘ ,
It is but poor consolation’ to know that, having a large expensive establishment here. .

and another at Palma, M. Régis must be a considerable sufferer from the total stoppage
of the palm oiltra‘de at both places.

Dr. Baikie returning shortly overland to Rabba, I shall beg of him, and of Lieutenant
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\Glover, who Will shortly follow him, to impress upon the Chiefs who take part in

this movement against the palm oil trade, the itnpolicy of theirvattempting to stop a

trade which has attained such growth and extension in a few years, that, if done in

hostility to'the English, who have put down the Slave Trade, the English are able, if

compelled to resort to such a measure, to stop all supplies of rum, tobacco, powder, guns,
&c., from being landed 011 the coast and sent into the interior.

I must express my apprehension, my Lord, that we shall have a hard struggle to

maintain legitimate trade against ‘the strong powers possessed and exercised by the

Chiefs in favour of Slave Trade. .
The opposition of several of the Abbeokuta Chiefs (those who head the trading

guilds of the toWn in particular) to the palm oil trade is not new, as I had occasion

to report upon it in a former despatch, dated October 2, 1855."!6
‘ I have, «Ste.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL;

 

No. 4.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.)

(Extract) I Lagos, March 19, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to transmit the “West African Herald” of 10th February
last, giving an account of the capture of a slave vessel, supposed to be the “ El Dorado,”
by Her Majesty’s ship “Sharpshooter,”'and of the escape, from Whydah, of another
slave-vessel, the brigantine “ Tyrant,” with. a full cargo of slaves. The former vessel, it
appears, was consigned to a Senhor Carvalho, of Whydah, who, I believe, is a subject of
His Majesty the King of Portugal, The person stated to be the shipper of the
slaves by the brigantine “ Tyrant,” is Senhor Baeta, a Brazilian, from the province of
Bahia. - _

My object in transmitting, this paper and bringing the statements of Slave Trade
therein contained to your Lordship’s notice, is the expectation that your Lordship
will deem it advisable to denounce the shipper of the slaves on board the “Tyrant,”
to the Government of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of the Brazils, so that, on
Senhor Baeta’s next visit to Bahia, he may be called to account for this transaction.
Senhor Baeta occasionally visits Lagos, on his again doing so I shall call upon King
Docemo to expel him. ' ‘

The “ Tyrant” is, [ expect, the same vessel Which, in my despatch. dated
February 3, 1859, I report as having escaped with a cargo of slaves. It is these-
occasional successful embarkations which raise the hopes of the slave dealer, and
stimulate the actions of the slave-hunting Chiefs.

 

Inclosure in No. 4-.

Extractfrom the “ West African Herald ” of February 10% 1859.

ON the 14th January, Her Majesty’s ship “ Sharpshooter,” whilst at anchor of!"
Quittah, reeeived' information that a slaver was expected at Whydah on the 15th or
16th, to take in her cargo. She immediately got under weigh and proceeded to that
place, Where she anchored at dusk the next evening; and 'as she was about to anchor
mother vessel was just coming in from the seaward, but it was too dark to make her
out. However,.at daylight, on Sunday, the 16th, two boats were dispatched to over-
haul the stranger, which, having no name, no colours, and no papers, and being perfectly
fitted up for the reception of 250 slaves, was at once taken possession of by the
“ Sharpshooter’s” boats. From papers found on‘ board, it appeared she had been
“El Dorado.” She was consigned to a Mr. Carvalho. of Whydah, and her slaves
were waiting for her on the beach when the ‘f Sharpshooter?’ came in so opportunely.
She was sent up to Sierra Leone in charge of an officer and ten” men from the
“ Sharpshooterfl . ' a ' ' i . I ' '

’The brigantine “ Tyrant,” which anchored in_D'utch Roads about the 10thlJan11-ai'y,

"‘ Class B, presented 1856, No. 17.
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under American colours, left'Whydah on the 14th January, _With a} full cargo of slaves,
shipped by M. Baeta. She got clear off, there beingvno cruizers 1n the nelghbou rho
at the time. We understand that there are a great number of slaves collected for
shipment on the slave coast, whenever a chance offers, therefore it behoves the cruizers
to be very vigilant, especially about the neighbourhood of Whydah.

 

No. 5.

‘Uemet Uemphett t0 the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 9.)

My Lord, Lagos, March 22, 1859.

AFTER the diepertere 0f the packet on the 9th instant, I assembled the merchants
at the Consulate, te eonemlt with them as to what measures shquld be taken to induce
the King et' Jebee to permit the passage of palm oil through his territories, and it was
aranged that a deputation of them, consisting of two Europeans and some of the leading
Sierra Leone traders, should proceed to Ode, the King’s residence, situated inland some
twenty-twe milee tfrom the Lagoon, and seek 'an interview With him. The deputation,
aecompamiedl by a messenger from King Docemo, proceeded thither, carrying some
hamctsome presents for the King in the event of his yielding to the request that his
territory should be opened, as heretofore, for the free passage of palm oil to the
markets. ' .

I regret to have to report to your Lordship that the mission proved a total failure.
The King, or rather the Chiefs, by whom he is governed, and who make themselves the
exponents of his policy and Wishes, expressed most forcibly their determination not to
permit the transit of' palm oil through their country. The mission was not treated with
common civility; they were compelled to purchase water to drink, were not presented
With seats .to sit upon during their interview With the Chiefs, and refused a guide to
show them the road to the Lagoon. The Chiefs and people appeared horrified'at the
presence of white men in their country, and sacrifices of 2‘oats, dogs, ‘fowls, &c.,
were made at Ode’, and at all the villages through which the mission passed, to
avert the evil ‘it was feared the white man’s presence in their country may give
rise to. ' ‘

I must inform your Lerdship that the people of Jaboo and their neighbours, the
people of Benin, are deeper sunk in barbarism and the observance of superstitious rites,
making human eaeriiiees, 3m, than the people of Yoruba, and that, although so many
hundreds ofJaheee ehcl Bemims have been released from slavery and located in Sierra
Leone, 1 are informed that met ene of these two peoples has been known to have
elevated himeelf hy hie imtmetm'y and intelligence beyond the position of a common
labourer: and, tent expleim tn yew“ Lemlehip the great importance of obtaining a free
transit fer palm Dill threhgh the Jeheo cemtry, and the Serious loss and inconvenience
occasional he the same heieg imterflieted, I have only to state, that the Whole of the
palm oil ehipped fmm the pert of Palma, amenntihg, in 1857, to 3,250 tons, and three-
fourthe 0f the quantity shipped teem Lagee, amounting, in the same year, to 3,714 tons,
total mtue in that year htflfltflt We, passes from the interior through the Jaboo
country to the markets tee. mm the Legeen.

I have, Sac. ,
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Ne. ti.

Consul Utmphett t0 the Emmi ef JMalmesbmy.—(Received May 9.)

(Extract) , ' Lagos, April 5,1859.
THE English supercargoee amt reeident traders at Badag‘ry having complained to

me that the King of Porto Note had stopped the palm oil trade for two months, and-
that' they were suffering great lose and inconvenience in consequence of the long
detention of their vessels, and l, regamting the King’s conduct for this proceeding as
arlsmg from the same motive as the Kings and Chiefs of the Yoruba towns—a desire
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to crush the palm oil trade, with the expectation that the Slave Trade would then be
revived in full force—prepared myselfto embark on board Her Majesty’s vessel “ Brune,”

to remonstrate With the King ofPorto Novo for the breach ofhis Treaty engagement with

Her Majesty’s Government, by which he had stipulated that British traders should at all

times be allowed to trade freely with his subjects in‘ articles of legitimate commerce, but

the services of the “ Brune” being otherwise engaged I made a requisition on Lieutenant
Glover, R.N., in charge of the “ Rainbow,” Niger Expedition steamer, 'to convey me

to Porto Novo, and that officer having complied with my request, I embarked on the
23rd ultimo, and at once proceeded to Porto Novo. On arriving at Badagry, I found
the “Brune” had the previous day returned from Porto Novo, but, as the stoppage
of the trade still continued, I requested Commander Lodder to proceed on in
company with the “ Rainbow,” to Porto Novo.

On anchoring off the town, the King, as usual, sent his stick With his messang'er,
complimenting me on my arrival, &c., and inviting me to visit him on shore. I replied
to his messenger, that my then visit not being like former ones—a friendly one—I could

not think of landing; that I came to complain of a breach of his Treaty engagement
in having stopped the palm oil trade for two months, to the great injury of the British
tradersand supercargoes, and that I requested he would forthwith withdraw the restric—
tion he had placed on a free commerce in palm oil. ' The trading Chiefs—that is, the
King’s immediate Gliiefs—eu'ere subsequently sent on board the “Rainbow,” to explain
why the trade had been stopped ; that the British and other traders now gave the
makers of the oil so extravagant a price for it, that the Chiefs who bought oil from the
makers to sell again could make no profit on it; that a certain measure of oil for Which
the traders and Supercargoes were willing to pay the price of ten heads of cowries
(233. value) should be sold by the makers of the oil (the inhabitants of the distant
villages) for five heads of cowries to the King’s wives and Chief's, who would then sell
it 'to the traders and supercargoes at the higher price. Against the gross injustice that
the drones around the King’s palace should derive so large a profit out of the industry
of the laborious bees, the villagers naturally revolted; they refused to bring oil to the
Porto Novo market, and ceased manufacturing any more. ~ '

Finding my efforts to alter such a system of trade were being frustrated by the
intrigues and misrepresentations of the old slave—traders, many of whom are now at
Badagry and Porto Novo, I begged of Lieutenant Glover (who was accompanied by the
English supercargoes and traders from Badagry) to proceedon shore, have an interview
with the King, and remonstrate with him, in my name, againstfithe gross injustice being
done to the manufacturers of' palm oil, Who would, rather than submit to it, keep back
their oil from market and cease to make any more, and, above all, the great injury
done to English commerce by the attempt to enforce such an arbitrary and unjust reguq
lation, as that the Villagers should surrender half the value of' the product of their
labour to be enjoyedby the King’s wives and Chiefs. After much talk and argument
with the King, and informing him that he would incurthe displeasure of Her Majesty’s
Government, and would lose the friendship of Her Majesty’s Consul, Which the King
had pretended he highly valued, he consented :to annul the decree and to throw the palm
oil trade thoroughly open as heretofore. Lieutenant Glover and his party then took
their leave, informing the King, as I had previously directed, that on the trade being
again freely open I would proceed to Porto Novo and pay him a friendly visit. ,

The King having subsequently proclaimed, in the usual way, that the palm oil trade
was to be freely open to all purchasers, the “Rainbow” and the "‘Brune,” on the
following morning, got up steam and left Porto Novo, the “ Rainbow ” reaching her ,
anchorage ofi' Lagos on the 30th ultimo; ' ' . ' - ‘ '

But great evil has been done by attempting to enforce the unjust monopoly to the
King’s Wives and Chiefs of the purchase of all oils brought to market for half its value,
as the villagers ceased making more oil, and two of the best months in the year for its
manufacture have been lost.

The whole of the palm oil shipped from the ports of Badagry, Porto Novo on the
Sea, Appi Vista, and Godomey, is bought at Porto Novo market, amounting in the
prosperous year 1857 to 5,750 tons, equal in value to 241,500!.; the total stoppage for
two ofwthe best trading months in the year was therefore most seriously felt.
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No. 7.

The Earl qf Malmesbury to Consul Campbell.

Sir, ‘ Foreign 017m, May 19, .1859.
I HAVE received your deepatch of the 22nd of March last, reporting the unsuc-

cessfu] efforts made by a deputation of merchants to induce the king of Jaboo to allow
the free transit of palm oil through his country, and I have to desire that you Will inform
me Whether you can suggest the adoption of 'any measures likely to induce the king and
chiefs of that country to come to a. more favourable determination in this matter.

I am. &c.
(Signed) ‘ MALMESBURY.

 

No. 8.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign; Ofice, May 19, 1859.
I HAVE: received your despatch of the 5th of April last,‘ reporting your having v

proceeded in the ‘“ Rainbow” Niger Expedition steamer, to remqnstrate With the king of
Porto Nave against the obstruction created by him to the free trade in palm oil; and I
have to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings in this matter.

I am &c.
(Signed) ’ MALMESBURY.

 

No. 9.

Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received February 13, 1860.)

My Lord, Layne, December 30, 1859.
, AS every movement tending to the social or material advancement of this place,

and the countries adjoining, must be interesting to your Lordship, I beg to inclose
herewith copies of two letters, addressed to me.

The first .is from the Directors of the Young Men’s Benevolent Association, inclosing‘
a copy of their rules and regulations. - ‘

' The second is from the Abbeokuta. Road-Improving Committee. This Committee,
as is seen by the paper inclosed in their letter, are at present. endeavouring to raise
funds to improve the roads between Ake and the two shipping ports of Am and
Agbamaya, 011 the River Ogun, an object worthy of support, as, if carried out, it Will
tend much to facilitate the transit of cotton and other produ‘ee from the district of
Abbeokuta to this place.

As bearing on the general subject of' the progress of civilization, I may mention,
that on the occasion of the Ammal Meeting of the Lagos Branch of the Wesleyan
Missionary Society, held a few days ago, King Docemo attended, made a speech from
the platform, and subscribed, in cowries, nearly the sum of 5l. towards the funds of the
Mission. ' . .

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. BRAND.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 9.

The Directors of the Young Men’s Benevolent Association to Consul Brand.

Sir ' Lagos, December 1, 1859.
WE. the representatives of the Benevolent Association of this place, have the

honour, and beg respectfully, to introduce ourselves to you, to welcome and congratu-
late you upon your safe arrival here, Which event we hope may be made the means of
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advancing the growth of the civilization and morals of Lagos and the surrounding

countr .
'Vge would beg to submit this pamphlet for your perusal, as containing the

rinciple of the Association of which we are the humble Directors. We do not‘presume
individually to claim your attention, but as a body, and, having had the patronage of
the late Consul Campbell, we, trust that you will be kind enough: to accede to our
humble request of the like patronage from your Consulship. , , ,

As British subjects, we cannot be too proud of the recognition of a British Chief,

whose interest, we believe, does not consist merely in his Consulship, but also in the
capacity of a sort of Vicegerent of the Almighty, to devise, direct, and superintend
such schemes or means as will ensure the legitimate commerce, civilization, and general
moral well-being of the people over whose interests he is appointed.

We glory in our being English subjects, and we cannot be too anxious to have
introduced, both among ourselves and our country people in general, the spirit; the
energy, and general calibre of our much valued friends and patrons the English. In
this every sensible and grateful African is ready to acquiesce.

Far from desiring to meddle with politics, we beg, however, to state our regret for
the non-existence of a proper Municipal Government in our Sierra Leone community of

this place. The spirit, the energy, and noble sentiments with which our elders should
be actuated are rather at the ebb. We Would, therefore,humb1y entertain the hope
that, under your kind auspices, things Will wear a favourable aspect in this respect, to
the satisfaction of the intelligent public of this place. 7 , ' ,, ,

That God, whose kind providence has safely brought you on our shores for our
good, may keep and protect you, blessing you With health and Wisdom, rightly 'to
disdharge the various duties oflyour arduous and responsible post, is ’the hearty
prayer of ,

Your most obedient, humble servants, -
(Signed) J. B. COKER.

T. E. WILLIAMS. V
J . H. WILLOUGHBY.
T. G. HAMILTON.
T. J. MARSHALL.
ABR. C. WILLOUGHBY.
SIMEON PUDDlCOMBE.

Directors of Benevolent Association.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 9.

The Committee of the Abbeo/mta Road—Improving Society to Consul Brand.

Sir, ' Aka, Abbeokuta, Deeember 13, 1859.

IN conformity with an unanimous vote of the Abbeokuta Road Improving Society,
we beg to tender you hearty congratulations on your safe arrival and assumption of
duties amongst us. We cordially welcome you to the shores of Africa, and pray that
health and strength might be vouchsafed to you equal to the arduous duties you are
called to discharge; and we sincerely desire that the blessing of ‘ the Almighty might
attend all you undertake for, the development of the country and the promotion of
lawful trade and commerce among its people. - ’ 2‘ A ‘

We have; 820. , ’ ‘ ‘
(Signed) SAMUEL CROWTHER, Jun.
_ ‘ V C. B, MACAULEY. . .

’ H. ROBBIN.
J.VG.‘ HUGHES. _ _'
ROBT’ CAMPBELLy
J. C. DEWRING.
JOSH. CROWTHER.
C. W. FAULKNER.
F. RIBEIRO.

‘ V Committee.

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 9. '

Prospectus issued by the Abbeokuta Road—Impraving Society.

THE great inconvenience, and, in many instances, utter impossibility. attending the‘ carriage of goods, &c., to, and from Abbeokuta, has rendered it‘ essentlal that, some
means he at once adopted for the removal of these difficulties; ' . . _ . 'With this view, a number of gentlemen, interested in the object proposed, haveorganized a Committee for the purpose of effecting it, as frequently and as far as themeans intrusted to them Will allow. , , , _ ,Africa possesses vast’ resources and abundant materials for her civilization ; but thepioneers in this Mission have to contend with numerous impediments, not the least ofwhich is the absence-of the means of transit, the removal of which is now contemplated.The particular object sought at present is the construction of five bridges, andrepairing the roads leading from Ahheokuta to Are and Agbamaya respectively, thefirst, four miles, the latter eight; The members of the Committee have contributed tothe extent of their ability; hut they need further aid from those interested in theelevation of this country.

They, therefore, make this appeal, hoping it will meet With a liberal response.
J. Gr. HUGHES, Chairman.

- SAMUEL CROWTHER, Jun., Secretary.Abbeakuta, Septemher 3th, 1859.

The Committee, 35 at present constituted, comprises the following officers andmembers :-—J. G. Hughes, President; Samuel Crowther, Junior, Secretary; H. Robbin,- Treasurer; Robert Gamphefl; C. B. Macauley; F. Ribeilfo; J. Crowther; C. W.Faulkner; and I. C. Dewring.

I The follovtring subscriptions have beenalready received :—,-

 

J. G. Hughes. . . . .. 5 bags.
S. Crowther, Jun. . . . . 5’ bags.
H. Robbin . . . . . . 5bags.
C. B. Macaulay . . . . 5'bags.
F. Ribeiro . . . . . . 5 bags.
J. Crowther . . . . . . 5 bags.
C. W. Faulkner . . . . 5 bags.
J. Dewring .. .. .. 5 bags.

No. 10.

(3'9an Brand to Lord I. Russell.—(Recez‘ved February 13, 1860.)

My Lord, Lagos, December 31, 1859.
' I OBSERVE among the series of despatches addressed to my predecessor,an- instruction directed to him by Lord Clarendon, in his Lordship’s despateh of July 15,1856‘, to endeavour to negotiate a, Treaty with the King and Chiefs of this town, for theabolition of' the inhuman custom of destroying twin children and. their parents.In the subsequent correspondence I do not find any reference to this instructionever having been carried out, and, in case your Lordship should direct me to take 111) thematter, I would respectfiflly suggest that the draft bf an agreement should be sent to me ,to be proposed to King Docemo.

‘ I have, 8m.
(Signed) Gr. BRAND. V
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No. 11.

Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—-(Reeeived February 13, 1860.)

’My Lord, ' , y - Lagos, December 31,. 1859.
‘ I BEG to'report the two follong cases of the redemption of Slaves ; the 'only eases

zillich have (been brought to this Consulate since I entered upon my duties on the 25th
timo'. ‘ ' ’ ‘ ' ' ‘ ' ‘

' The first was that of Moneyakpa or Réki, a female slave belonging to the Balogun of
Illorin. . She had obtained the Balogun’s permissiOn to Visit her mother, who resides at
Lagos, and who, during h‘er daughter’s visit, collected goods and money, which she
deemed sufficient to purchase her redemption, The girl proceeded to 'Illorin to plead-
with the Balogun to accept the price of her redemption; but, hearing on the way' that in
consequence of having. stayed over the time she had been allowed for the visit to her
mother, shewas s'ure, on her arriVal, to be ill—treated, she'returned to Lagos. There was
some irritation at the time On the part of the Balogun, who sent a messenger to Lagos
to identify his slave and take her back, but, as the girl would not‘ consent to go,
Mr. Lodder, then Acting Consul, sent a messenger to the Balogun with a small present,
asking him to agree to the redemption of his slave, in order that she might remain at
Lagos with her mother, to name a reasonable sum and to send a messenger to receive it.
The Balogun agreed to this, named twelve bags of cowries, .and sent two messengers to
receive them. The cowries were kindly provided by Mr. James Markson Turner, a settler
from , Sierra Leone, formerly himself a slave, and delivered over to the Balogun’s
messengers, .in ’my presence, on the 28th ‘ultimo. , .At the same time free papers,
registered at this Consulate, were delivered to the girl, who has thus been restored to her
mdther as a'free person. '

I‘think your Lordship will approve of the judicious conduct of Acting Consul Lodder
in‘ this matter, and also of the liberality of Mr. Turner, who has restored not a few of his
countrymento liberty in the same way. ' ' »

' The history of the other case, that of Ohlomo, a female slave, and a native of th
Yoruba country, is more remarkable. When .buta child her mother was carried away,
sold as a slave, and subsequently shipped on board a slave-vessel. The vessel was
captured and taken {to Sierra Leone, where the mother was restored to liberty. Ohlomo
gIeWup ignorant of her mother’s destiny. One day a person came to her native village
in the Yoruba country, and asked her' if she knew anything of her mother; She replied,
she did not. He said if she. would accompany him to Abbeokuta he would take her to
her mother. She agreed to do so; but instead of being taken to Abbeokuta, she was
carried to the Jaboo country and sold as a slave. She subsequently passed through
various hands, but at last became the property of Badda, one of King Docemo’s slaves,
and the husband of Madame Tinnaboo. '

In the meanwhile her mother was living at Sierra Leone, and having heard that
Ohlomo was at Lagos, sent a message to announce that she would shortly come to Lagos
also, and would purchase her daughter’s freedom. Badda,the owner. of Ohlomo, hearing
of this, and expecting that he could. turn her to better account, was about to sell her,
when she fled to this Consulate. I sent for Badda, whom I succeeded in getting to agree
to accept ten bags of cowries as the price of .the girl’s redemption, and to allow her ten
days to collect them. She collected the cowries among her friends in half the time, and,
on the 7th instant, the price was paid to Badda in my presence, and her certificate of
freedom registered here'and delivered to her. '

I inclose, herewith, a copy ‘of the certificate of freedom delivered to Ohlomo, in .
order to show the form of the paper which, with slight alterations according to the
glimmstances of each case, it has been usual to issue at this Consulate to redeem

ves.
. Ohlomo’s mother is expected to arrive here from Sierra Leone by next packet, and

thus, through British interposition, mother and daughter will meet, both as free persons,
after a separation of many years. *

I have, &C.
(Signed) ‘G. BRAND.
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Inclosure in No. 11.

Certificate of Redemption.

British Consulate for the Eight of Benin, Lagos, December 7, 1859.
THIS is to certify that Ohlomo, a female slave of the Léruba country, the property

of Badda, residing at Lagos, appeared before me this day, and, in my presence, paid over
to the said Badda the sum of'one hundred heads of cowries, equal to ten bags, Which the
said Badda did receive as the price of the redemption from slavery of the aforesaid
Ohlomo, and the said Badda. desires, by this instrument and written declaration, to set
free and absolve for ever the aforesaid Ohlomo. from all servitude.

I, therefore, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, call upon all Kings, Princes, Rulers,
and Chiefs of countries and towns in and around Lagos, to recognize from henceforth
the said Ohlomo as a person of free condition, and to protect her against the attempt ofany person claiming and seeking to reduce her into slaver .

Given under my hand and'the seal of this Consulate, date as above.
- (L.$.) ’ G. BRAND.

 

No. 12;

Consul Brand to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.)

My-Lord, Lagos, January 18, 1860.
I HAD the» honour to report in my despatch of the 31st December,- 1859, theonly two cases of the redemption of slaves that had occurred from the period of myarrival here up to that date. . : -
I have since carefully examined the book in which such cases are registered, andhave drawn up a list of those which I find recorded, and which I take the liberty ofinclosing herewith. I purpose, with your Lordship’s sanction, to send from time totime returns of cases of redemption. f ‘ . , ,The inclosed list, of course, includes only cases registered, and extends to the endof the past year.
During the present year only one case has yet been registered, that of an agedfemale slave freely emancipated by her mistress, a Brazilian emigrant, for long andfaithful, services.

I am, 8:0. v
(Signed) ' ‘ Gr. BRAND.
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N0. 13.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand.

Sir, Foreign Oficei March ’17, 1860.-

u I HAVE received your despatch of the 30th of December last, transmitting
copies of two letters, addressed to you, one by the Directors of the Young Men’s
Benevolent Association at Lagostinclosing copies of their rules and regulations, the
other, by the Abbeokuta Road Improving Committee. .

The objects which both these Institutions have in view appear to be on every
account deserving of encouragement, and I have, accordingly, to instruqt you to afford
them your countenance and support; and, if you should think it advisable to do so, you
may make a' donation, not exceeding the sum of 51., to be divided between the
Associations above referred to,- in such proportions ‘ as you may think fit, ahd you' will
charge the same in the contingent account of your Consulate. I am, 8:0.

. (Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 14.

0rd J. Russell to Consul Brand.

, . Foreign Ofice,'March 17, 1880.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 31st of December“ last, I transmit

to you, herewith, a draft of' an engagement between Her Majetty .and the King
and Chiefs ofthe town of Lagos, for the abolition, by the latter, of the inhuman practice
hitherto prevailing in that place of destroying twin children, and one or' both of their.
parents; and I have to desire that you Will use your best endeavours to induce King
Docemo and his Chiefs to sign this engagement, and to fulfil its stipulations.

I am &c.
(Signed) ’ J. RUSSELL.

Sir,

 

Inclosure in No. 14.

Engagement between Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and the King and Chiefs of
the Town qf Lagos. -

THE King and Chiefs of the toWn of Lagos engage to ,Her Majesty the Queen of
Great Britain, that, from and after the signing of this agreement, the practiee hitherto
prevailing at Lagos of destroying twin children, and one or both of their parents, shall
be utterly and for ever abolished; and that any person 01'- persons Who may hereafter
be found guilty of that inhuman and wicked practice shall be punished with the utn‘iost
severity. ' t

This agreement has been made and signed at Lagos, between George Brand, Esq.,

 

Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul, on behalf of Her Majesty, and . King of
Lagos, and his Chiefs, this day of one thousand eight hundred
and sixty. ' '

No. 15.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand.

Sir, Foreign Qflice, March 1:7, 1360."
, I APPROVE of your proceedings in the matter of the redemption of two

slaves, as reported In your despatch ofthe 31st of December last; and I have 'to instruct
you to express to Lieutenant _Lodder, and to Mr. Turner, the high sense Which Her
Majesty’s Government entertam of_' their conduct, the former in procuring the consent
of her owner, and the latter 1n finding the means to pay for the manumission of the slave
girl Moneyakpa. I am, 8w.

, (Signed) . J, RUSSELL.
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No. 16.

. Lord J. Russell to Consul Brand.

Foreign Qfl‘ice, March 22, 1860.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 18th of January .last, I have to
acquaint you, that I approve of your sending home, from time to tuge, tzhe Returns
Which you propose of slaves who may be redeemed, and whose emanapatmn may be
registered at the Lagos Consulate.

Slr,

,_I am, 8L9,
A (Signed) J. RUSSELL.
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No. 17.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 8.)

(Extract) Fernando Po, February 24, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to communicate to your Lordship, that on my recent visit to

the Brass‘river in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Sharpshooter,” I was informed of the
fact that during the past month, a slave-brig named the “Juliet ” had been taken out
of that riverby Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “Archer,” which came down from Lagos
for that purpose. , ,

It seems that she had crossed the bar of the Nun, whence her supercargo, whose
name was Senhor Baptista, had'proceeded to Brass Town to negotiate for a cargo of
slaves. These he failed to procure, only because he offered but two doubloons for each,
whilst the native Chiefs demanded three

I have been further informed that the Master of the ship having died at sea, she
was at the time of her being deserted in the Nun river———having got on shore there—
under the command of her mate named Stewart. who was formerly sailing-master in the
employment of Messrs. Stuart and DOUgIaS of Liverpool, and had command of a vessel
of theirs bound to Bonny. ~

Iimpressed upon King Keya, whom I saw ashore at the small town of Twa, andwho was afraid to come 011 board the man-of-war, the wickedness, of his allowing thisabominable Traflic to continue. I likewise added, knowing it to be a more effectual wayof remonstrating with men ofhis kind, that he ought to bear in mind, by the presence oftwo men-of-war in his river during the space of one month, that his attempts to revivethe Slave Trade must prove ineffectual.

 

No. 18.

Cansul Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesburyr-(Received May 9.)

My Lord, V , Fernando Po, March 4, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship a letter that was presented tothe on my recent visit to the Old Calabar river, touching the fact of two of the residentspf Fernando Po having taken away an emancipated girl as payment for a debt of 51.This, it will be observed, was effected without even making an application to the personWho owed the debt, and under whose care the girl was placed.
011 my return to Fernando Po, I wrote a letter (of which I have the honour totransmit a copy) to his Excellency the Governor of this Island. The girl was handedOver to me,‘arnd I sent her back to Old Calabar by the mail steamer which touched here,announcing the fact to Rev. Mr. Anderson.

7 ' I haVe, &c._
(Signed) THOS» J . HUTCHINSON.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 18.

The Rev. W. Anderson to Consul Hutchinson.

Dulce Town Mission House, Old Calabar, January 29, 1859.

MISS AMELIA MACINTOSH requests me' to bring before you the following
matter :—-~ ,

A. Mr. Knowles, accompanied by his wife, came hither, from Fernando P0, in a

boat, about the beginning of last week. They alleged that Miss Macintosh owed them
the sum of El. ; but, before applying to her for the alleged debt, they forcibly seized an

emancipated girl living under Miss M.’s‘ protection, and made her a prisoner on board
their boat. The husband was the party who seized the girl, but he was encouraged in

the lawless procedure by his wife. He seized the girl on the beach at Cobham Town,
on Thursday, the 20th instant. After seizing the girl, whose name is Rosanna, Mr. and

. Mrs. K. came to me with a complaint against Miss M., for refusing to pay the 51‘. The
complaint was brought to me, as Miss. M. is a member of the church under my care. I
called a meeting of the office bearers in the church, to investigate the matter.
Rev. Mr. Robb, Dr. Hewan. Mr. Edgerley, and myself, took part in the business of the
meeting. Mr. and Mrs. ,K. furnished no proof whatever that Mrs. M. owed them
anything at all, but, in compliance with the suggestion and request of Rev. Mr. Robb,
Miss Nh agreed, solely for the sake of peace, to pay them 51., and they agreed to put the
irl as ore. , '

g Miss. M. was not able to raise the 51. ready money, but Mr. Inglis (of Smith, Inglis
and 00.), agreed to. guarantee its payment to Mr. K., and Mr. Aldcroft offered to pay it
at once, by order on‘Mr. Simpson,‘o__f Clarence, Fernando Po. Mr. and Mrs. K. refused

both guarantee and order, and, on the 26th instant, left this river, having the girl on

board._ It'is reported to me that Mr. and Mrs. K. bought several slaves while here, and
that his boat, with these 011 board, is onher way, not, for, Clarence in the meantime, but

for North West Bay. It appears to me that slave-dealiug, of the kind carried on by
Mr. and Mrs. Knowles, is as much a' breach of Treaty between England and Old

Calabar as it would be were Mr. K., and such as he, to carry a cargo of human beings
to Cuba or to New Orleans.

11; will be a service to freedom and to humanity if you can procure the liberation
of Rosanna, and have her sent back to her protectors in Old Calabar, provided she

wishes to return.

Sir,

I have, &c. .
(Signed) WM. ANDERSON.

 

Inclosure 2 iii No. 18.

Consul Hutchinson to the Governor of Fernando Po.

Sir, ‘ ' Fernando Po, February 19,1859.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency copy of a letter addressed to

me by Rev. Mr. Anderson, Presbyterian Missionary at Old Calabar, in reference to the

abduction of a free girl from that country by. Mr. Knowles, Who is a resident in this
colon .

' ' thave, further, to acquaint your EXcellency that, previous to my recent departure
from Old Calabar, in Her.Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Sharpshooter,” Mr. Knowles had

consented to take Miss Macintosh’s proffered payment, in cash, of the debt of 51., which
she owed to him, and I, therefore, acquainted him that I proposed applying" to your_
Excellency to have the child delivered up to me, in order to have her returned to her
natural protectors. ‘

I have, 8m. ~
(Signed) ' mos. J.- HUTCHINSON.

 

CLASS B.



18 AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafraa.

Inclosure 3 in No. 18.

Consul Hutchinson to the Rev. W. Anderson;

Reverend Sir, Fernando Po, February 27, 1859.
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of January 29th, in

reference to a complaint. matie by Mrs. Macintosh against Mr. and Mrs. Knowles, of this
Island, for having forcibly seize&,and taken away with_ them, from O_ld Calabar, an,
emancipated girl, named Rosanna, living under Mrs. Macmtpsh’s protecuon. ‘

‘In reply, I have to inform you, that I have sent the glrl Rosanna by the presen
mail—steamer “Retriever,” Mrs. Knowles having informed me that she is not supplied
with clothes. ' e .

As Mm Knowles has refused to pay the girl’s passage over I have done it, but
expect that Mrs. M. will not allow me to be at a loss by this, nor by the guarantee
that I have given, in writing, to Mrs. Knowles, 0f Mrs.>M.’s 5l. about to be paid.

I have, 8w. '
(Signed) THUS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 19.

Gama! Hutchinson to the Earl of Malmesbmy.—(Received May 9.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, March 4, 18549.
‘ I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of applieations for emancipation

papers to be granted to three persons attached to the Presbyterian Mission. in Old
Calabar, according to a form of Which I have the honour to in close a copy, and which
has been approved by Her Majesty’s late Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the
Earl of Clarendon. ' ,

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 19.

Mrs. Edgerley to Consul Hutchinson.

My dear Sir, Duke Town, February 16, 1859.
I WILL feel obliged to you by letting me have a manumitted paper for a girl

seven years of age, a Mangan, named Lucy Baillie Edgerley, country name, Eyung.
And you will oblige, 8:0.

(Signed) ROSA R. EDGERLEY.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 19.

Certificute.

'Ikoneto; om Calabar, February 16, 1859. _
WE hereby certify thatiMr. Thomson has fully redeemed the man named Yellow

Will, native of New Calabar, aged about twenty years, from his late owners. .
- , AUBONG' ,OFIONG,.11isN mark.

' - _ ENIANG «OFIONG, his M mark.
Witness: : ‘ n ' y u ‘-

(Signed) A. HEWAN.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 19.

Declaration.

Ikometa, Old Calabar, April 27, 1858.

I HEREBY declare that the Ibo girl, Akanem Esien, whom I‘ now put into Miss

Johnstone's hands to be educated, is free, so that neither I nor any one else has hence-

forth any right of property in'her. ' , ‘ ' V _

a ‘ (Signed) ESHEN EYO HONESTY.
Witnesses:

(Signed) HUGH Gomm.
JANE Gowns.

 

Inclosfire 4 in No. 19.

Nuns of Free Persons connected with the 01d Calabar Mission House, beihg Natives of Old Calabar or
, neighbouring counties redeemed from Slavery.

 

English Names. Native Names. Born in or brought fiom. ‘ Age. ‘ Marks.

 

Lucy Baillie Ed erley . . . . Eyun .; . . Mangan . . . . . . 7 years. V None.
Yellow Will g.. . . . . . . g . . . . New Calabar . . . . 20 ,, ’ do. ' «
Mary Goldie . . . . .v. Akanem Eisen . . Ibo . . , . . . . ‘ . . 5 , ,, ' 
 

THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, Comul.

Fernando Po, February 19, 1859'. , ,

 

'Inclosure 5 in No. 19. V

Manumissian Paper.

TO all whom these presents come, greeting; Know ye that Lucy Baillie Edgerley
aged about seven years, Whose country name is Eyung, and who was born in Mangan
country, has been this day declared before me to have been originally a slave, but to be
now manumitted; This is,ytherefore, to declare that fact to all whom it may concern.
and to forbid any one into whose hands 'she may come from again making her a , slave
under the pain of incurring the displeasure of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, and
of suffering suchpenalty as the Government may attach to such a‘step. . v ~'

Given under my 'hand and seal at Fernando Po, thi 19th day of February,

 

1859. ' V , . 7 ,
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, Consul.

No; 20.

The Earl of MalMesbury to Consul Hutchinson;

Sir, V I I L H M Foreign Ofice, May 19, 1859.
"WITH reference to "your, despatch of the 4th March last,* I have to acquaint

you, that I, approve yourhaving "procured the restitution to her friends of the emancipated
girl‘who had been forcibly Seized and taken away from Old Calabar bthO;1‘esidentS in
FernandaPo.“ ' ‘ ~ ., , 5 ;, 7' 1 g v ;

. _ . a .V. - a ,I am,_&c. ,. ~ m
(Signed) ‘ MALMESBURY.‘ ‘. '

 

" No. 18.
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$10. 21.

The Earl of Malmesbury ta Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, May 19, 1859.

I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve your haying granted emancipation Qapers
to the three persons attached to the Presbyterian M1ss10n‘ m Old’ Calabar, a descrlption
of whom is given in your despatch of the 4th March last}?

I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) ‘ MALMESBURY.

 

No. 22.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, ' Foreign Oflice, August 2, 1859,
THE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have communicated to me a copy of

a letter addressed by Commodore Wise to the Governor of Fernando Po, requesting
him to prohibit the conveyance of slaves fretn the mainland to that Island under the
English flag.

I inclose, for. your infor1nation,’ a copy of Commodore Wise’s letter to the Spanish
Governord‘ and I have to desire that you will use every effort to prevent the abuse of the
English flag by vessels engaged in this Traffic, as well as to procure the punishment of
any British subjects who may be found transgressing the English laws for the suppres-
sion of the Slave Trade. v V ,

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
 

No. 23.,

Lord J. RusSell to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofice’, September 23, 1859.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a'translation Ofa Royal Order

communicated to me by Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid; Which has been addressed by
the Spanish Government to the Governor of Fernando Po, instructing him not to deliver
up, as claimed by theGovernor of the Portuguese Possessions of Santo Tomé and the
Prince, certain negro slaves who had escaped from thence and taken refuge in: the
Island of Fernando Po.

' ' I am, &c.
(Signed) ‘ J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 24.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Hutchinson.

SIT, ' . Foreign Qfiice, September 28, 1859. ‘
. ' WITH reference to my despatch of the 2nd ultimo, I transmit to you
herewith, ’for your information, a copy of a_ dispatch which I have addressed toMr. Bnehanan, Her Majesty’s Minister at Madfid,§~ from Which you will learn that
Her Majesty’s Government. have been informed that the Spanish Government have,
taker; measures to put an end to slavery at Fernando Po. V '
” ’ I am, &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

. "‘ No. 19. '0‘ Class A,Inclosure in No. 108’ ' i No. 159. § No. 163‘
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No. 25. . ‘ V

Consul Hutchinson 'to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received November 11.)

My Lord, ' Fernando Po, September 28, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of'‘ the
2116. Of August last, ineldsing for my information copy’of‘ a letter addressed by [Com-
modore Wise, to the Governor of Fernando Po, requestinghim to prohibit the conVeyance
of slaves from the main land to that Island under the British flag.

With reference to your Lordship’s desire that I should use every effort to
prevent the abuse of the English flag by vessels engaged in this Traffic, as well
as to procure the‘punishment. of any British subjects who maybe found transgressing

the English laws for the suppression of .the Slave Trade, I have to state that I

have made inquiries» from the Board of Trade, if a Consul possesses authority to
give (according to Commodore Wise’s suggestions) certificates to boats known to
belong to liberated Africans, and When aware their owners could not comply with the
provisions for registry according to the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854,, paragraph 54,
a communication in reply, received by this mail, from the Secretary to Board
of Trade, by direction of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade,
informs me that no such temporary register as that before referred to can be given; and
that liberated Africans can possess no right to hoist a British flag whilst they are
residents of a Spanish Colony. ,

I have, therefore, communicated the subject of the last-mentioned despatch to Com-
modore Wise (who is now in this harbour in Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Vesuvius”),, and
he has agreed With me, that it is advisable, pursuant to the opinions of the Board of
Trade on the subject, not to grant any more temporary certificates to boats possessed by
these people, and to leave to the few that hold them a ' possession of these papers during
the short time that will elapse before their period of protection shall have passed

 

away. .
I hate, &c._

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTGHINSON.

No. 26.

Consul Hutchinsm te Lord J. Russell.-—(Received January 11, 1860.)

My Lord, Fetnando Po, November 28, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy. of a communication which I received

a few days ago from Gaboon, and the original whereof I am forwarding, as requested, to
the Governor of Cape Coast Castle. '

It is needless for me to point Out to Her Majesty’s Government the evil results that
must inevitably flow from the new phase of French voluntary emigration, if reparation be
not made in the present case, and any like occurrence in future bevnot obviated.

_ I have, 8m. _
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON;

 

Inclosure in No. 26. .

Letter addressed to Consul Hutchinson by same Natives of the Gold Coast;

Sir, Gahoon, October 205 1859;

WE beg leave to acquaint honour a few lines Concerning our present state: that we
are people which belongs to Cape Coast, and we carried our goods to some place called
Assime in order to sell, and’ when we reached there in the midnight the Frenchmen came
and eutchs we and shipped we on their man‘ofqvar and carried we to the Goree, but
nobody knows not our going, and when we reached there they never 'let we close the men
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of letters, and now they brought we to the Gaboon : we all amounted 75; 20 died out of
75 ; but we hope you to try the best as you can and write the Governor of Cape Coast
Castle about our sorrowful case, so that we can get leave to go‘ to our mother—land and
you shall be highly oblige; ’

“ ' we remfisgfim‘ . ' ed , ‘-
(SIgn ) ARBACGAH. ,

BORDER COFFEE.
COFFEE AMMOO.
ASHON.
ARWELL.

. ’ 8m. 8m. 8m.
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No. 27.

Consular Agent Hanson to Lord J. RtmelL—(Rééeived November 11.)

(Extract) .Sherbro Island, September 30, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, so far as I have the means V

of knowing, this Consulate continues to be free from any renewal of the prosecution of ‘

the Slave Trade. ,

It has, however, come to my knowledge, that some native canoes, containing slaves,

were, very recently, captured near Cape Shilling; and I have also heard that it is

reported, or supposed, that the said canoes were freighted in the Gallinas river,

and that they passed, with their cargoes, through. the Sherbro waters;

 

No. 28. V

Consular Agent Hanson to Lord J. Russell—(Received January I5.)

(Extract) ' 4, N01folk Street, Park Lane, January 4, 1860.

IT afi‘ordsymev,gra.tifiCa-tian,r in. presenting this report 1113611 the condition of the

Slave Trade in the Sherbro country, to be able to assure your Lofdship that it has been

so surely and so constantly .on the decrease, that it is now alinosit extinct, and I belieie

that, if the trade in the natural animal and vegetable productiOns of the country—ivory,

teak-wood, camwood, palm—oil, palm-kernels,’ benniseed, and cotton—be constantly

fostered by the adoption and the maintenance of measures which will encourage the

Chiefs to prefer legitimate trade to the Slave Trade, and give adequate protection to the

merchants, and security for their property; in the course of a very short time it will not

only entirely cease to exist, but to be remembered with regret by the. people of that

country. ' ‘

In the course of the past year, no slave-ships have communicated, directly or

indirectly, with the Sherbro. Some canoes, conveying slaves to the Susoo country, have '

passed through some of the rivers and the Lagtmn; but I have reaSon to believe that

their cargoes were obtained in the Gallium. ' ‘

' The renewal of the internecine strife between some of the rival members of ‘the

Owlker family, in the Yawry Bay district, has,,no doubt, given hope and encouragement

to the Susoo dealers, Who are in the habit of buying slaves, chiefly youth, wheneVer‘ they

can get. them, and selling them to the ground-nut planters in the Susoo country (to the

north of the Colony of Sierra Leone), and they have been trying to profit by the

disturbances in Bompey; for, some Susoo canoes have been captured in or near Yawry

Bay by Her Majesty’s Oflicers, though in most of the recent instances of capture the

canoes and the slaves have belonged to natives of the Bompey district, who, desirous to

escape from the confusion and insecurity of a. Community in a. state of civil war, haVe‘:

been removing their‘households and efl'ectsto the Bullam shore country, It will be well

my Lord, fer the interests of commerce and humanity, if speedy and decisive stop be put

to the war which has been permitted to again arise in the district of country subject to

the jurisdiction of the Gaulkers. . , »

I'regret‘, my’Lord, to have to add that, the” satisfaction with Which I am enabled to

report the certain and very large deerease and the prospect’of the speedy cessation of

the Slave Trade among the Chiefs and the people of the Sherbro, is greatly damped by

the fact that there are many liberated Africans among those Who have settled in the

various districts of that country, especially in the Kittim or Kirrim' river, who, in

defiance of all law andauthority, buy andrhold, and use the unrequited labour of slaves;

and I beg most respectfully to Submit to your Lordship’s consideration Whether some

steps. cannot and ought not to be taken,” SOme measures be immediately adopted, for the

suppression of this practice, and. for the punishment of the offenders.
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No. 29.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Stuart.

Sir, ' Foreign 0172'“, May 21, 1859.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of a. despatch and its inclOsure

. from Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul at the Bight of Behinfik denouncing Senhor
Baeta, a. Brazilian subject of the province of Bahia, as the shlpper of a cargo of slaves
recently carried off from the Coast of Africa by the brigantine‘ “ Tyrant ;” and I have to
instruct you to communicate this information to the BrezilianI GQvernment.

v am &c.
(Signed) ’- MALMESBURY.

 

No. 30.

Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 4.)

(Extract) ' Rio de Janeiro, April 15, 1859.
IN justice to the continued efforts of the Brazilian Government to prevent any

revival of the Slave Trade,1 should report to your Lordship that a journal of this capital,
having in the course of last month given currency to a rumour that a. landing of slaveshad been lately effected near Jiquiriga, the President of the province of Bahia, although
dishelieving in the possibility of such an occurrence, despatched the, Chief of the Policewith an armed force in a Government steam-vessel to make a strict inquiry into the truthOf the allegation at the place indicated. . ,

The inquiry in question established conclusively that no such landing had taken

 

'No. 31. ’

Mr. Stuart to ”the Em‘l of Afalmesliury.——(Received Junev4.)

My Lord, V Rio de Janeiro,‘Mayl 7,- "1859.
A REPORT having reached the Brazilian Government last week, that an attemptto land'Slaves was likely to be made shortly at Itabapoona, which lies a little to the northof Campos, the Chief of the Police of this province was sent there in a steainer, with anarmed force, to sift the matter, and to take energetic measures to prevent and punish anyattempt of the sort, if contemplated. ~
Senhor Paranhos informs me that the report has turned out to be entirely false, andthat the inhabitants of Itabapoona. and the neighbourhood were found to be utterlyignorant of and indisposed towards any slave-trading project. The local authorities have

i‘ No. 8.
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nevertheless been desired to exercise the utmost vigilance, and every possible precaution

has been taken along the coast to prevent any reVival of the Traffic.
' The previous false report of . a. disembarkation of Africans near Bahia, which
formed the subject of my despatch of the 15th ultimo, appears to have arisen from .
the transfer made by a proprietor of some of his slaves from one property to another, but

nothing has, I believe, transpired toshow the origin of the present report, which may
erhaps be attributed to malice or to the desire of evil—di5posed persons to discover

whether the Brazilian Government are sincerely determined to enforce the laws of the

Empire against those Who may be implicated in Slave Trade transactions. _
Of such being the sincere determination of this Government there can no longer be

any doubt.
I have, &c.

(Signed) _ W. STUART.

 

No. 32. .

Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 4.) I

(Extract) , ‘ Rio de Janeiro, May 31, 1859.

IT may be as well to resume, in a sepaiate despatch, the substance of that portion

of Seuhor Paranhos’ “ Relatorio ” for the past year Which relates to the Slave Trade;
'His Excellency commences by mentioning that the Imperial Government are

exercising the utmost vigilance with a view to prevent Even the apprehension of any
fresh introduction of Africans into the Empire, quoting the "case of the. “ Mary E.
Smith,” in 1856, as the last effort of the sort which had been attempted.

Mention is next made of the false reports respecting attempts to introduce slaves
by way of Guiana, and to the reported landings of slaves at Jiquiriga,.near Bahia, and
at. Itabapoama, in this province; and much the same account is given of them as that
with which your Lordship has been made acquainted by 'my despatches of the St}
and 29th of November last, ' and of the 15th ultimo and the 7th instantf

Senhor Paranhos. further alludes to a reported project for the introduction of
slaves into the province of Rio Grande do Sul by way of the oriental frontier, along
the right bank of Lake Merim, and adds that, however improbable the existence of
such a scheme may be, every precaution has been taken to' prevent it. He states,
moreover, that the opinion of the country With respect to the Slave Trade is most
satisfactory.

 

No. 33.

Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(I;eceived September 2.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, July 30, 1859;
IN conformity. with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the

2lst of May last, I addressed a note (copy inclosed) to Senhor Paranhos, containing
the information received from Her Majesty’s Consul at the Bight of Benin, relative to
the shipment of a cargo of slaves, from the Coast of Africa,yot1 board the brigantine '-
“Tyrant,” by Senhor Baeta,‘ a Brazilian subject'of the‘province‘ of Bahia, and I have
now the honour to transmit .to your Lordship a copy of the answer which has been
returned to me by Senhor Paranhos, stating that he, has referred the matter ‘to the
Minister of Justice. , ‘ ' ‘ ’ i

, I have, 810;.
(Signed) K W. STUART.

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 15in No. 33.

Mr. Stuart to Senhor'Paranhos.

M. le Ministre, British Legation, July 11, 1859.

I HAVE been instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to communicate to your
Excellency the information contained in the accompanying extracts from a despatch,
and its inclosure, received from Her Majesty’s Consul at the Eight of Benin, by which
you will perceive that a Brazilian subject, of the province 0f Bahia, named Senhor
Baeta, is denounced as the shipper of a cargo of slaves recently carried off from the
Coast of Africa by the brigantine “ flymnt.”

I avail, 8w.
(Signed) W. STUART.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 33.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr, Stuart.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, Foreign Oflice, July 13, 1859'.

I RECEIVED the note dated the 11th instant, and whereby Mr. William Stuart,
Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Afi'aires,tinformed me of the communication of the
British Consul at Benin, relative to a Brazilian subject, named Baeta, and native of the
province of Bahia, Who is denounced to have freighted the brigantine “ Tyrant,” Which
recently left the Coast of Africa with a cargo of slaves. ‘

I. thank Mr. Stuart for this communication, Which I hasten to transmit to the
Minister of Justice.

I avail, 8w.
(Signed) J. M. DA §1LVA PARANHOS.

 

No. 34.

Mr. Stuart to. Lord J. Russell.—-(Received November 5.)

, My Lord, 1 ' Rio de anez'ro, October 4, 1859.

SENHOR SINIMBRI. informed me the other day that an intimation had been
lately received by the President of the province of Sergipe, to the effect that an attempt
was likely to be made to land a cargo of slaves on the coast between Sergipe and Bahia,
.and assured me that every precaution had been taken by the-Imperial Government,
both on shore and at sea, to repress and punish any attempt of the sort. '

His Excellency further assured me-of his conviction, that a revival of the Slave
Trade was at present impossible in this country, although isolated attempts to land a
slave cargo might occasionally be made by individuals. --

' _ I have, &c. ,
(Signed) W. STUART.

 

No. 35. _

‘ Mr. Stuart 7to Lord J. Russell..—(Received November 5.)

(Extract) ' Rio do Janeiro, October 5, 1859; _ -
IT was reported to me, shortly after the departure-of the last mail, that a French

vessel called the “ Splendide,” which, after landing some camels at Cearé, had brOught
herea cargo of Arab or Turcoman horses, was preparing to sail for the Congo Coast
with a; view to take on board a large number of Africans, Whom it is intended to hire,
on the part of the French Government, as free labourers, for service in the French
West Indian Colonies. It is moreover stated that three French steamers, and another
sailing—vessel, are to meet the “Splendide ” somewhere off Cape Lopez, the whole of
them equipped for the same purpose, 'in virtue of a contract between the French
Government and the house of Régis of Marseilles.
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It. turned out, upon further inquiry,. that there were tWo French officers on
board the “Splendide,” officially commissioned to superintend the engagement and

embarkation of the Africans. I have ebmmunicated the above information to Rear-

Admiral Sir Stephen Lushington, and with now reporting ittflyfur gordship‘. '

(Signed) ’ w. STUART._
 

No. 36;

Lord J. Rmell to Mr. Stuart. .

Sir, ' V a 'V . Foreign 05503, November 8, 1859.

WITH reference to your despatch 0f the 4th ultimo, I have to instruct You

to take an opportunity‘of expressing to Senhor Sinimbri, the satisfaction of Her Majesty's
Government at the assurance Which he gave to you that every precaution had been’taken

by the Brazilian Government, both on shore and at- sea; to prevent and: Punish any

attempts that may be made to land slaves in Brazil. ' ~ , ,
.

I .

(Signed) .“t J. nossEL-L.
 

No. .37.

Mr. Stuart to'Lord' J.VRussell,-9(Receieed Decéhzber 7.)

My Lord, , Rio de JaneirO,VVOctober 31, 1859.-

AN incident which at first excited the suspicions and alarm of thisGovernment, as
probably indicative of an attempt to revive'the Slave Trade on the Brazilian CoaSt, has
occurred here since the departure of the last mail, v

On the arrival of the Portuguese brig “ Julia ” from Angola, on the 12th instant, it
was reported and published in the journals that, some days before her departure, an
open launch had left Luanda, and had not been heard of since; and on the 15th instant
the Imperial Government received information that on the 13th two White men and three
Africans had landed from a launch at Tacutiaré, some fifteen miles north of the entrance
of the Bay of Rio de Janeiro, The police authorities of the province had lost no time
in repairing to the place, and in apprehending the, five men, who agreed in asserting
that they had been driven out of their course by a storm whilst on a voyage from
Luanda to Benguella, and that after navigating at hazard for thirty-three‘ days, they
had been threwn 0n shore, Where they were found. . The two white men, of, Whom one
i: a Pertuguese pilot, named Manoel Caetano dOS » PaSSos, who Owned the launch, and

, other a ”Brazilian seaman, named ManOel Thomas ode Bittencourt, stated that the
Africans Were hired for the voyage, and that one of them was a slave, and the other
two free men: but the «latter declared that they had been stolen and taken on board the
launch without rknowingvtheir destination. It was subsequently ascertained that the two
white men had endeavoured, When they landed, to sell their Companions, offering one as
a present to an inhabitant of Itaipfi,’ provided he would efi‘ect the sale of the other two.
The launch went to pieces shortly after touching the shore. :Some clothes, books, and .
papers, were seized by the police, as well as two Brazilian bank-notes, and some silver,
and Portuguese and English gold, found on the persons of Passes and Bittencourt. '

The improbability of so small a boat having succeeded in making a safe voyage
from so great a distance at once , led the Brazilian Government to discredit the
story, and to fear that the launch must belong to some vessel engaged» in landing slaves
on another point of the coast, and that it must have been detached in order to divert
the attentionvof the authorities from they point in reality determined upon. The most
energetic measures were therefore taken, with alpraiseworthy promptitude, in order to
thwart and punish any such attempt. , ,, _ - ' ‘ "

Two war-steamerswere sent to search the coast, and were furnished with powers to
require the active co-operation of all the shore authorities. The police were dispatched
in all directions with strict‘orders to arrest all persons whomight appear to have been
engaged either as authors, or as aiders or fabettors, in the landing or purchase of
Africans, and the President of the province was urged by the Minister of Justice’fto‘
leave no stone unturned, which could lead to the distovery of the truth, and to dismiss
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summarily any Magistrates who might show, wanttof zeal in the cause. The crew of the
brig “Julia” \vtte,‘ moreover, arrested, 'as well as the consignee, it being naturally
suspected that 'there‘ might have been some connection between that 'vessel and
the launch. 1 ‘ a ., ' ' . ‘

Thus far the‘resul‘t- has been that no disembarkation of Africans appears to have
been attempted on this side-of Cape Frio; that the Subdelegado of Itaipfi has been
dismissed for negligence, and that the confrontation of the crew of the “ Julia” with
the men'whe landed from the Iannch‘produced no evidence of previous acquaintance or
complicity. The pilot Passos is supposed to have been implicated in the murder of the
Captain of a vessel on- the Coast of Africa, and to have therefore had reasons for
attempting to escape at all hazards. , The. fact of his having, in conjunction With his
companion Bittcncourt, endeavoured to sell the Africans, renders the two former liable
to 'a criminal; prosecution in this country. 'Their incarceration will accordingly be
continued, and in the meantime further information will be reeeived from , Loanda with
respect to them, The three Africans will probably be re-‘embarked for: that port,
“should they desire .to return there. They understand and Speak tolerably the Portuguese
lan ua e. ‘ , , ' ‘ ., . '

gThe Minister for Foreign Affairs has kindly permitted me to peruse the ‘corre-
spondence between the different Brazilian authorities relative to the incident in question,
and its is from these that I have derived the greater portion of the above information.
I am: Consequently in a position to state my conviction that the activity and deter-
.mination Which the Government have shown in the affair entitle them to the highest
praise: and although they are now inclined to believe that their fears were groundless,
and that the story of thelaunch may in part'be verified, yet the measures which they
deemed it their duty to take need hardly beta matter of regret to them, inasmuch as
those measures will'doubtless have the'efi'ect of producing a saiutar‘y' terror in the minds

. of any individuals who may still be watching hopefully for opportunities of reviving. the
Slave Trade'uponvthese'shores, and of proving to such persqns that the laws ofthe
Empire W111 be enforced with the utmost vigour and severity shoald they attempt to
realize their odious and criminal speculations. '

> I~have, &c. v
(Signed) W. STUART. '
 

‘ No; 38. ‘

Lord]. Russell 'to Mr; Stuart,

'Sir, ' . ‘ V ' ' Foreign (Mice, December 8, 1859;
2 I HAVE received your despatches of the Slst of October last and lst ultimo,

reporting the proceedings of the BrazilianGovernment in the 'case of a launch Which
arrived. on the Coast of Brazil under circumstances that induced suspicionthat an attempt
had been, or was about to be made,_ to introduce a cargo of African slaves into that
country. v , ’ K

' ' I have, in reply, to instruct you to thank the Brazilian Minister for his courtesy in
communicating to you the correspondence of the, Brazilian authorities in this case,
and you will. at the same time eXpress the satisfaction ‘of Her Majesty’s Government

a at the determination evinced by the Imperial Government to frustrate any attempts that
maybe made to reopen the African Slave Trade, and at the energy displayed in the
afi‘air of the launch. ' , V _

. , I am, 810.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL;

 

, No. 39'. _

Lord J. RusSell to Mr. Christie.gt

Sir, I ‘ i 1' , , Foreign Ofiice, February 11, 1860.
IT is my painful duty, to- call your attention ‘to the increased and increasing

prosperity of the Slave Trade carried on‘between the'West and East Coast of Afrlca
and Cuba. , , _ . , ~ . » ‘ . .

* Similar despatches were addressed to Her Majesty's Ministers at Madrid, Washington; Paris, and Lisbon;
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It appears that the number of negroes introduced into Cuba last year was,
according to actual information, 22,000, and according to estimate, 30,000. It appears,

further, that United States’ capital hasvbeen more and. more employed in this Traffic.

It’is ascertained, by repeated instances, that the practice is for vessels to sail under

the American flag; If the flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British
cruizer can touch them, If no slaves are, on board, even though the equipment, the

fittings, the water-casks, and other circumstances prove that the ship is on a Slave
Trade venture, no American cruizer can touch them. The Master, indeed, often taunts

the Captain of a British cruizer with his impunity from capture. , .,
From the East Coast of Africa. a most profitable Slave Trade is carried on almost.

without interruption. It is such, that a cargo of 1,000 slaves was lately embarked on
board a single vessel, but the Captain finding he had not provisions and water for so-

many, deliberately threw overboard 400 of those unhappy beings, when he had got out
to sea.

The Governments of France, the United States, Portugal, and Brazil, have
co-operated with the Government of Great Britain, with a view to put an end to this
Traflic.

The Government of Spain alone have persisted in screening and favouring this
Trade. The corruption of Spanish official persons in the Island of Cuba is notorious;
the price of connivance is publicly known, and many of these persons have returned to
Spain, enriched by the gold they have amassed as the price of African blood.

The engagements made by Spain with the British Government, form part of the
public law of Europe. . , . _ ~

In 1817, Spain concluded a Treaty with'this country for the abolition of the
Traffic in Slaves north of the Equator, and in accordance with the stipulationsof that
Treaty, the British Government paid to that of Spain the sum of 400,0001., to
compensate Spanish subjects for losses which they might suffer as a necessary
consequence of the abolition of the said Traffic.

In 1835, a further Treaty was concluded by the Spanish Government with the
Government of this country, by which Spain declared the Slave Trade to be totally and
finally abolished in all parts of the world. ‘ '

Great Britain might enforce by her own means the observance of these Treaties;
but humanity recoils at a war undertaken to impose humanity by force and bloodshed.
Every expedient ought to be tried befofe an appeal to this lastpart is made.

Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, propose that the Ambassadors and Ministers
of the Courts of France, the United States, Spain, Portugal and Brazil, should be
instructed to meet in London in the month of May or June of the present year, to
consider what measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade, and
finally provide for its total abolition.

Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared‘to lay before such a Conference
their views on this important but distressing subject.

' - ' I am, &c. a
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 40.

Mr. Christie to Lord J. Rucsell.—-(Received March 5.)

(Extract.) Riode Janet'ro, January 30, 1860. ‘
» WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch addressed to Mr. Stuart, dated

the 8th of November last, I have informed Senhor Sinimbri of the satisfaction with which
Her Majesty’s Government had received Mr. Stuart’s report of the measures taken by
the Brazilian Government to prevent an expected landing of slaves about the end of
September last; His Excellency was gratified by the communication, and stated. that
he and his colleagues desired, above all things, that Her Majesty’s Government should
understand that the Brazilian Government was in earnest, and its determination fixed
and unehangeable against the Slave Trade, and that the revival of this Traffic in Brazil
was impossible.
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No. 41.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Christie.

Sir, ' Foreign Oflce, March 17,‘ 1860.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 30th of January last, I have to
instruct you to express to Senhor Sinimbri the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for
the gratifying assurance which he gave you of the fixed and unchangeabledetermi-
nation of the Brazilian Government to prevent the revival of the African Slave Trade
in the Brazilian Empire. _

I am, 8m.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
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No. .42, '

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Malmesbury.-‘—(Received August 4.)

My Lord, , Bahia, June 30, 1859,
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the accompanying List

of prices of slaves during the six months endedAthis day, and in Which 'no alteration has
taken place -in the value ofsuch slaves r '

I have, 8m.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, J1m.

 

 

 

 

Inclosure in No. 42.

Rnrunu of the Prim of Slaves within the district of the Consulate 6f Bahia at the respective times
undermentioned.

For the half-year ending Dwember 30, 1858. For the half—year ending June 30, 1859.

Description.

Currency. Sterling. Currency. , Sterling.

Reia. Rois. £ .9. d £ .9 11
African Males .. .. .. 1,500: to 1,80% 175 o o to 210 o o ' . .

,. Femalen .. .. 1,2003 1,5003 180 0 o 175 0 0 No alteratmn mthelast 51:: month;

Creole Males .. .. .. 1,600.} 1,800,? 186 13 4 210 0 0

,, with profession .. .. 2,2001 2,800,? 246 13 6 316 13 6

”2 Females .. .. 1,4003 1,500,!l 163 6 8 175 0 0     
 

Brim Camulate, Bahia, 30m J2me, 1359. (Signed) . JOHN MORGAN, Jun., 0m,

 

No. 43. \

Consul Morgan to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received February 6, 1860.)

, .My Lord, ' 0 V Bahia, December 31, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the han-yearly Return of the prices of
slaves in this city. I

‘ , I have, 8m. '
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.
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Inclosure in No. 43.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within theDistrict of the Consulate of Bahia, at the respective times under-

 

 

 

   
 

mentioned.

For the half-yenr ending June 30, 1859. For the half-year ending December3], 1859.

Description. '

Currency. Sterling. Curmngy. Sterling.

\

Reis. Reis. :3 s. (1. £ .9. d. Reis. Rein. £ 3. d. £ 3. d.
African Males .. .. .. 1,500,8‘to 1,800,? 175 0 0 to 210 0 0 .. 1.500% .. 136 5 0

,, Females .. .. 1,200,? 15003, 130 0 0 175 0 0‘ .. . 1,2000K .. 125 0 0
Creole Males .. .. .. 1,600.9 1,800,? 186 13 4 210 0 0 .. 1,200,? .. 125 0 0

., with profession .. .. 2,200,? 2,800,? 246 13 6 316 13 6 .. 2,0007? .. 208 6A 8
,. Females .. .. .. I,400,$ 1,500,? 163 6 8 175 0 0 800.0000 1,0003 83 6 8 to 104 3 4

\

Britt's}: Consulate, Bahia, December 31, 1859. " .
' (Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun., Consul.

N.B.—-A very considerable decline has taken place in the prices of slaves, owing to the monyhry crisis at present existing in this
city, caused by the drought and almost complete failure of our sugar crops this year.
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No. 44.

Consul Callander to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 5.)

My Lord, 1 St. Catherine’s, January 23, 1860.

I HAVE the satisfaction to report that no case of foreign slave-tradjng has occurred

within this province during the past year. The want of slave-labour is much felt, and is

i not sufficiently metby colonization. , ‘

The number of slaves Who have been exported'during the last eight years from the

capital and neighbourhood. will be seen from the following table :—

1 Number of Slaves

Years. ' ; Exported. .

1852 , .. ,. ..v 3467,
1853 .. .. , ,'.. 153 ,

1854 . . . . . . 114

1855 . . .' . . . . 103

$18561 .. ... .. 56

1857 . . . . . . 124

1858 . .- . .1 1-1 . 101 ,

1859 . . . . . . 74
__..—

Total 1,071

Slaves haverral-s’o heen eXported frem otller Vparts 10f the ‘prox/Iirice.

The following table shows the number of colonists who have arrived during the last

four years 2—7: , , 1 1 , V
' Number bf Colonists

Years. . arrived.

1856 1 .‘ ' ' ,. . ;854

1857 ..~ 1 . ..534
1858 . . - ‘.. . ‘ I . . 1,046

1859 ' ‘ . . - - ; .' 376
...—-

Total . . 2,810

These colonists come for the various settlements in the province, and not as seeking

employment as labourers ;' therefore, the want of hands continues unsupplied.

I consider the slave populationlof this province as- almost stationary at present, the

excess of births-over deaths being balanced by exportation.

In=1858 the population. of the province, not including the Indians, was. estimated at

127,786, in the following proportions :—

 

I Male. 1 Female. Total.

 

Brazilians” ~ .. 49,113 53,093 102,211

Foreigners . . 4.406 2,038 6,444

Slaves" ' .. 10,789 8,342 » 19,131
  ' Total .. 64,313 1 63,473 127,786

Theprices of slaves vary, from 100l. to 2001., according to age and capabilities, and

there is a tax of abeut 101. on each slave exported.
I have, 870. _

(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 45. ,

Consul Vredenburg to the Earl of Malmesbury.+(Receiqed August 3.)

My Lord, Pard, May 16, 1859.
WITH reference to my despatch No. 4 of the 15th of October last, I have the

honour to acquaint your Lordship that the verdict of acquittal, given by the jury in the
case of Maria Magdalena Pio Martins, Who was tried for the murder of one of her slaves,
has been confirmed by the Court of Appeal.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WATSON VREDENBURG.

 

No. 46.

Consul Vredenburg to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 1.)

My Lord, Pant, June 30, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to transmit a Return of the prices of slaves Within this district.

during the last half-year. * ‘
There has taken place an augmentation since my last Return, and slaves, never very

numerous in this province, are becoming daily more scarce.
The African Slave Trade has long ceased in this portion of the Empire, and I do not

anticipate any probability of its revival. .
I have, &c. ‘

(Sign d) WATSON VREDENBURG.

 

Inclosure in No. 46.

RETURN of the i’rices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Paré, during the HaIf-y'ear ending
the 30th June, 1859. , '

 

 

Description. Currency. ' Sterling. Remarks.

Rois. Reis. £ 3. . d. £ 5. , fl. ,
Males . . . . '. . 1,20% to 1,5003% 125 0 0 to 156 5 0 There has been a per-
Ditto, with trades .. 1,50% to 2,0003 156 5 0 to 208 6 4 ceptible increase in
Females . . .. 900$ to 1,200$ 93 15 0 to 125 0 0 the prices of slaves
Children, from 2 to 7 . . 400$ to 500$ 41 11 4 to 52 1 8 since the last return.    

Britiah Consulate, Parzi, June 30, 1859. .

WATSON VREDENBURG, 0mm.
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No. 47.

Consul Vredenburg to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received February 6, 1860.)

My Lord, Part5, December 31, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to transmit a. Return of the prices of slaves within this district

during the half-year ending to- day.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) WATSON VREDENBURG.

 

Inclosure ‘in No. 47;

RETURN of the Prices of'Slaves withinthe District of the Consulate of Paré, within the Half-year ending
3lst of December, 1859.

 

 

Description. Currency. , Sterling. ’ Remarks.

Reis. Reis. £ 3 d. .6 a. d.
Males . . . . . . 1,2005}; to 1,50% 125 0 0 to 156 5 0 , The price of slaves has
Ditto, with trades . . 1,500$ to 2,0005 ' 156 5; 0 to 208 6 4 not. varied since the
Females .'. . . 900$ to 1,2003 93 15 0 to 125 0 0 date of my last Re-
Children, from 2 to 7 . . 400$ to 500$ 41 11 4 to 52 1 8 turn.    

' British Consulate, Pard, December 31, 1859. ‘ ,.; ‘ . ~ ‘ . , -

WATSON VREDENBURG, Oomul.
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‘ H . N0. 48.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Malmesbury.——(Received May 6.)

My Lord, Perhambuco, April 6, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that there has been no renewal of
me Afiicam‘Slave Trade Within the limits of this Consulate during the past quarter. ’

1 have, &c. .
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

No. 49.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of. AIalmesbury.—(Recewed August 4.)

My MM, Pezmambuco, July 13, 1859.
III HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Return of the average prices

if slaves wifllin the district of this Consulate, for the half-year ended the 30th of June
Met.

1 have, 8m.
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

Inclosure in No. 49.

BMWM file Average Prices of Slaves within the District of the Province ,qf‘ Pernambuco, for the Half-year
ended June 30, 1859.

 

 

 

Deemiption. Currency. Sterling.

Reis. Reis. £ .9. (1 £ ‘ .9 11
WWME . . . . 1,500$000 t0 1,600$000 157 16 3 to 168 6 8

,, Females . . . . 1,000$000 1,5003000 105 4 2 157 -16 3
Cheek Memes . . 1,800$000 2,000$000 189 7 6 210 8 4

,, Females . . . . 1,600$000 1,800$000 168 6 8 189 7 6
,,, Males with trade . . V 1,500sooo 1,600$000 157 16 .3 168 6 8

Infants fmm birth to 5 years . . 8003000 1,000$000 84 3 4 105 4 2
@111de fimn 5 to 14‘: years . . 1,000$000 1,200fi000 105 4 2 .126 5 0

 

Exchange, 25d. per milrei.

3%WW, Permmbwa, June 30, 1859.
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, Consul.
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No. 50.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 4.3

My Lord, Pernambuco, July 13, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that there has been no renewal of

the African Slave Traffic within the limits of this Consulate during the quarter ended

the 30th June last.
‘ 7 I have, 8:0. . , .

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

No. 51.

Consul Cowper to Lord J. Russell.—(Receéved November 5.)

MY Lord, 1 Pernambuco? October 14, 1859.

I HAVE the honour_to inform your Lordship that t11ere11aSbeen no renewal of

the African Slave Trade within the limits of this Consulate during the past quarter.

 

Ihave,&c. , , A ,
($igned)" ' HLVVAUGUSTUS, COWPER.

No. 52.

Consul Cowper to Lord J. Russell.——(Received [March 5.)

MY Lord, . _ Pernambuco, February 1, 1860.}

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Return of the average prices

of slaves in this Province for the halffyear ending the 3151; December, 1859. _(
I have, 8w.

; (Signed) ’ H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

Inclosure in No. 52-.

RETURN of the Average Prices of Slaves within the District of the Pyovince of ?emambuco, for the Half—year

ended December 31, 1859. ' ‘

 

  

Description. Currency. A ” Sterling.

Reis. > Reis. 1 £ 3. d. £ 8. d. ,

African Males ... . .. 15008000 to [1,50%000 '157 16 3 -to 168 6‘ 8"

,, Females .. .. ‘1.000$000‘ 150035000 105 4 ,2 157 16 a

Creole Males' .. .. 1,80%000 2,000$‘ooo 1899 7 6 210 s 4.

,, Females .. .. 1.600$000 1,80095000 168 6 8 189 7 e

,, Males with trade .. 1,900$000 2,20%000 197 18 4 229 3 4

Infants under 5years .. 500$000 1,00%000 52 1 8 '104 3 4.

Children from5 to 14 years .. 500$000 1?400$000 52 1 ‘8 145 16 8 
 

Exchahge, 25d. per‘milrei.

Brittle]; Consulate, Pernambuco, December 31, 1859.
A _ (Signed) H. AUGUSTUS CQWPERICVomul.
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N0. 53.

Consul Vereker to the Earl‘of Malmesbury.—(Receive¢ September 2.)

My Lord, Rio Grande; do Sul, June 30, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Return showing the average prices of slaves in this
province during the six—monthly period ended this day.

, t I have, &c.
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

Inclosure in No. 53.

RETURN skewing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande; do Sul, during the Silk Months
ending 30th June, 1859, compared with the Prices in the preceding Half-year.

 

 

  

 

  

 

    
 

Average Prices in Six-Monthly Periods to D‘Ee’e‘gf: $031? 1" 1““

Classes 0f Slaves. December 3], 1858. June 30, 1859. Increase. Decrease.

Currency. Sterling. Ctirrency. Sterling. Sterling. Sterling.

Agricultural. ‘ Reis. £ 8. d Reis. :3 s. 91. £ 8. d. :6 s. d.
Males .. . 1,2503000 135 a 4' 1,25oygooo 135 8 4 , » '
Females .. 1,100$000 119 3 4 1,150$000 124 11 8 5 8» 4

Domestic.
Males .. ' 1,400$000 151 13 4 1,400$000 151 13 4Females 1,25osooo 135 37 4 1,25osoioo 135 8 4
Mm'ng . . None.
NewlyImporied None.

Exchange at 26d. per milrei.

British C’amulata, Rio Grande do suz, June 30,1359. .
V (Signed) H. P. VEREKER, Consul.

 

N0. 54.

Consul Vereker to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received November .5')

My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1859.
. I HAVE the honour to report that during the twelve-monthly period ended this day

no mformatlon has reached this Consulate of any landing of African negroes upon the
coasts of the provinces comprised in this Consular district, nor does there appear any
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reason to believe that a. renewal of the Slave Trade in this district has been in

contemplation. _ '

No perceptible change has occurred in the state of slavery, nor other events in

reference thereto deserving special mention, and it may be remarked that the observation

with which I concluded may report of the 30th June, 1857, retain full application to the

circumstances of the present time. ‘
The Provincial Assembly of this province has shown a wise desire 'to diminish the

number of slaves so as to encourage the large emigration Which is being directed towards

this district, and has accordingly voted a. law* to impose a. tax of 200 milreis (£20) on

each slave imported; it is however to be regretted that the Central Government at Rio

de Janeiro have interposed their authority, refusing to sanction this useful measure, on

the grounds, as I am informed, that the imposition of such atax (which practically would

amount to a prohibition to the importation of slaves), exceeds the attributes of a

Provincial Assembly. - It seems however diflicult, in view of the 12th and preceding

Articles of the Additional Act to the Brazilian Constitution, to comprehend how the

Assembly has the ‘power to impose a tax on the importationtof slaves 'to the amount of

' 31.4.9. or 61. 83. per head, which brings in a revenue, but is deprived of the power of

imposing the tax of 20l. per head, which would probably imply no revenue whatever from

this source, and which must therefore be considered to have been voted: through public

purposes for the benefit of the province in regard to-its special necessities: ;
I have pleasure in noting an improved feeling in reference to philanthropicefi‘orts t0

ffee slaves presented in auction, or otherwise, and also in the desire, supported by public

opinion, that those slaves whose colour is not much removed from'white should be free.
I have, &c.

(Signed) H. P.‘ VEREKER.

 

No. 55.

Consul Vereker to Lord J. Russell.—-(Reccived February 6, 1860.)

My Lord, Rio Granule do Sul, December 31, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Return showing the average prices of slaves in this

province during the six-monthly period ended this day. . ,
I have, 8w. -

(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

Inelosure in No. 55.

RETURN showing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande do Sul, during the Six Months

ending 31st December, 1859, compared with the Prices in the preceding Half-year.

 

 

 

 

 

. . . D'fi' ' P ' ' l 1:
Average Prices 1n Six-Mouthly Periods to 1 “egg: 30112;: 111 as

Classes 0f Slaves. June 30, 1859.. December 31, 1859. . Increase. Decrease.

Currency. Sterling. Currency. Stefling. Sterling. Sterling. I

Agricultural. * Reis. 3 s. d. Reis. ‘£ ' s. ' d. :5 s. d. as s. d.
Males. . . . . . 1,250$000 135 8 4 1,250$000 135 8 4

Females . . ' . . 1,150$000 124 11 8 1,150$000 124 11 8

Domestic. V ,

Males.. . . .. 1,400$000 151 13 4 1,350$000 146 5 0 . . 5 8 4

Females . . . . 1,250$000 135 8 4 1,250$000 135 8 V 4

Mining . . _. . None.
Newly Imported . . None.       

British Consulate, Rio Grande d5 Sul, December 31,1859. -
(Signed) . H. P. VEREKER, C'omul.
 

* See Report of June 30, 1857.
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No. 56.

Consul Westwood to Lord J. Russell.—(Recez'vedrMarch 5.)

My Lord, ' Rio de Janeiro, January 18, 1860.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Return showing the price of‘ slaves in
this province during the six months ending on the 3151: ultimo.

‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) JNO, J. C. WESTWOOD. .

 

Inclosure 'in No. 56.

RETURN 6f the Price of Slaves in the Province of Rio de Janeiro, during the Halféyear ending en the 3151: December,
1859, as far as can be ascertained by Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio de Janeu'o.

 

 

 

  

Price of Slaves. ‘' Pnce of Slaves
Class of Slaves. as per last _Retum,

In Currency. In Sterling. , m Sterhng.

Agricultural. Reis. _ Reis. ’£ 3; d. 38 s. (1.76 s. ,d- £ .9. d
Males . . . . 1,200$000 t0 2,0005000 125 0 0 to 208 6 8 140 12 6 to 225 0 0Females . . . . 1,000$000 1,500$000 104 3 4 156 5 0 112 10 0 180 0 0

Mining. . _

Males ‘ ' ' ' About the same as A " 1t 1Females . . . . gucu um '

Domestic; .

Males . . . . 1,200$000 to 2,000$000 125 0 0- to 208 6 8 140 12 6 to 225 0 0
Females . . . . 1,0003000 1,800$000 104 3 4 187 10 0 112 10 6 202 10 0 ‘

Newly Imported. ‘

15:15:13 ‘ ‘ ' ‘ }None landed within the district o'f'this Consulate during the last six months. 
 

Rio do Janeiro, January 18, 1860. ' " (Signed) JNO. J. C.’ WESTWOOD, Consul.
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No. 57.

Consul Lamb to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(Received April 14.)

My Lord, ' St. Thomas, March 31,1859.
c I HAVE the'honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

,dated‘16th instant, informing me that your Lordship Was pleased to approve of
the report made .by me to your Lordship, regarding the‘arrival of a vessel at Porto
Rico with a cargo-of slaves, J ‘ ‘ ‘ . V , -

v - ‘ I have, &c. ~ g .
(Signed) .R. B. LAMB.

 

CLASS B.
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No. ‘58.

The Earl of Mahnesbury to Earl Cowley.

My Lord, Foreign Olfi'ee, April 9, 1859.
WITH’ reference to my despatch of the 26th ultimo, I inclose . for your

Excellencys information copies of a further correspondence with Lord Nalner on the
subject of the adoption by the Governments of England, France, and the .Unlted States,
of a common code of instructions to be issued to the Commanders of them shlps-of-War
for their guidance in regard to the question of the right of visitfi3E ' '

I also inclose copies of communications, as marked in the Ihargm, whlch have
passed between the French Ambassador and myself on the same subjectxf

I am, &c.
(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

No. 59.

The Earl of Malmesbm'y to Earl Cowley.

My Lord, ‘ Foreigh Oflice, April 23, 1859.
I INCLOSE, for your Excellency‘sinformation, copies of a correspondence between

the Duke of Malakofl' and myself relative to the proceedings of Commander Hunt, of
Her Majesty’s ship “Alecto,” in forcibly Visiting the French ship “Phumix’” off the
African Coast- in the month of November last. , I am, &c.

. (Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 59.

The Duke of Malakqfi” to the Earl of Malmesbury.

M. 1e Comte, Londres, le 4 Mars; 1859.
J’AI I’hunneur de vous transmettre ci—joint une dépéche qui vient de 1n’étre

adressée par le Comte Walewski relativement £1 11119 visite 51 main armée dont 1e bétiment
Frangais 1e “Phénix ” a été l’Objet, de la part d’Officiers du navire Britannique
“l’Alecto.” Cctte piece contenant l’exposé des faits, je me bornerai :‘z recommander
particuliérement cette afl'aire a l’attention de votre Excellence.

Veuillez, &c.
(Signé) ML. PELISSIER.

* See “ Correspondence with the. United States’ Governme t ' ' ' ' ” ,to Parliament in 1859. Nos. 26 and 27. n on the questlou 0f Right Of V18“, presented1* Ibid., Inclosures 4 and 5 in No. 25; and No. 28.
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(Translation)

M. le Comte, _ London, March 4, 1859.

I HAVE the honour of transmitting to you herewith a despatch Which has been

recently addressed to me by Count Walewski relative to an armed visit to which the

French ship “ Phénix” has been subjected by officers of the British ship “ Alecto.”

As this document contains an account of the facts of the case, I shall confine myself to

recommending this afi'air to your Excellency’s particular attention.
(Signed) ' MARSHAL PELISSIER.

 

Inclosurc 2 in No. 59.

Count Walewski t0 the Duke of Mala-Icofi

M.1e Maréchal, ' ‘ Paris, le 1 Man, 1859.

LE b&timent Fl‘angais “ le Phénix,” employé au recru‘tement’dc travailleurs :1 la

Céte Occidentale d’Afrique, par suite d’une autorisation du Gouvernement de I’Empercur,

a été Pobjet d’une visite a main armée de la part d’officiers‘du navire Anglais “ l’AIccto,”

dansles circonstances suivantes :— ,

Les instructions données par‘ M. 1e Commandant. de Gorée et dépendances 51

M. Chevalier, Capitaine du “ Phénix,” et 21 M. Boute, Chirurgien de la Marine, qui await

été désigné pour surveiller les opérations en qualité d’Agent du Gouvernement Frangais,

leur recommandaient de ne pas recruter sur le territoire de la République de Liberia, ni

sur les possessions Anglaises. Se couformant '21 ces prescriptions, le Capitaine Chevalier

s’était rendu le 9 Novembre derznier au mouillage de Manna Rock ; é. neuf milles nord-

ouest du Grand Cap de Mante, et :1 environ sept millcs dans l’ouest du Village de

Manna Rock; il était donc 1101's des eaux de la céte d_e Galinas, et de celles de la Répub-

lique de Liberia, dont la limite nord est, d’aprés les cartes Frangaises et Anglaises, le

Gap Monte.‘ Afin d0 n’avoir aucun dout-e sur ce point, M. Boute interrogea les Chefs

de 'la Céte ; tons lui aflirmérent que le Cap Monte bornait efl'ectivement au nord ‘la

République de Libéria, et qu’ils li’avaient aucun lieu de dépendance vis-é-vis de cet

Etat. L’absence absolue de tout Agent du Gouvernement Libérien sur cette partie du

littoral confirmait encore toutes ces indications.

Le 13 Novembre, une embarcation de l’aviso 2‘1 vapeur de la Marine Britanniqile

“1’A1ecto," Capitaine James Hunt, qui était venu jeter l’ancre entre la terre et “ 1e

Phénix,” se dirigea vers le batiment Frangais qui avait arboré ses couleurs. Lorsque

cette embarCation fut a purtée, 1e Capitaine Chevalier demanda 5L l’officier Anglais qui

1a montait le motif de sa visite. Un noir,’ sans uniforme, qui se trouvait é. cété de

l’oflicier Anglais répondit qu’il était envoyé par le President de l’Etat de Libériapour visiter

1e navire et constater le genre d’opérations auquel i1 se livrait sm- cette partie de la

céte dépendante de laRépublique. Le Capitaine Chevalier s’adressa de nouveau a l’officier

Anglais,~ et i1 y eut entre eux l’échange suivant de questions et- de réponses :—-“Venez-

vous me visiter ? Oui.—Suis-je dans les eaux d’une possession Anglaise ?. Non.—-Recon-

naissez-vous mes couleurs’! C'est possible ; mais j’ai 1’01-dre de vous visiter.-——L’abrogation

des Traités de 1831, 1833, 1845, me vofis interdit-elle pas de Visiter un navire Frangais,

surtout en dehors de tout territoire reconnu? Cela ne me regarde pas.” »

Le Capitaine Chevalier également fit remarquer au Délégué Libérien qu’il nemse

trouvait pas sur un point reconnu du territoire de Libéria; que, mouillé a une grande
distance (111 littoral,’i1 était dans la mer commune, en ajoutant qu’il s’opposait, en consé- '

quence, de la maniere la plus formellc é l’acte de visite que l’on voulait exercer sur son

b&timent, et qu’il ne céderait pas que devant l’emploie de 13. force.» ' -,

Sur cette déclaration, l’embarcation Anglaise regagna “ l’Alecto,” mais elle revint

quelques instants aprés, portant deux officiers, 1e méme Délég'ué Libérien, 1111 policeman
noir, et lmit matelots; tous étaient armés. Mal'gré les nouvelles observations du

Capitaine Chevalier et du Représentant de ,17Admi11istration, un des ofliciers Anglais
..

annonga qu’il allait, d’aprés l’ordre (111 Commandant du navire de Sa Majesté Britan-

nique “l’Alecto,” Visiter de force “ 1e Phénix.” Ecartant 1111 pavillon' Frangais (1116

M. Chevalier avait i'ait placer devant'l’échelle du bord comme derniére protestation

contre la violence dent on le menagait, les deux officiers Anglais, 1e Délégué Libérien,

et le policeman, montérent en armes sur le pont du “ Phéuix,” 'tandis que les hommes

reste’s dans le canot avaient leurs sabres dégainélls, et le revolver au poing. Ils~ exigérent
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13. production de tous les papiers du navire, des pieces Ministérie’lles, relatives a sa
mission de recrutement, ainsi que des instructions adressées au Délegue de l’Adminis-
tration dont ils méconnaissent aihsi 1e caractére, et procédérent ensuite a l’interrogatoire
des onze engagés qui étaient a herd. Ceux-ci répondirent quills y étaient venus
librement, sauf 1111 seul, le nommé Sévé, qui ayant pris part a la revolte (1111 a eu lieu
sur la “Regina Coeli,” avait été capture par un Chef de la Céte, lors de son evasion de
ce bfitiment, et racheté par le Capitaine Chevalier dans l’ihtentlon de le remettre a
l’autorilé Frangaise. Cette homme ayant déclaré qu’il avait é-‘té amené dc.force sur “ 1e
Phénix,” et qu’il désirait retourner a terre, 1e Délégué [ilbériGiL sans temr compte des
protestations de M. Chevalier et de M. Boute, fit prendre 1e 11011- dans l’entrepont, et le
fit descendre clans le canot Anglais, s’engageant seulement 2‘1 renibourser 1e prlx de son
rachat, ce qui eut lieu en efi'et ensuite par la remise d’une somme de 150 fran'cs. A la
demande que le Commandant du “Phénix ” fit alors a liofficter Anglals et en
Délégué Libérien, a savoir s’ils étaient bien convaincus de la nationallté et de la régu.
larité de ses expeditions, ils répondirent que “011i.” Le Capitaine fut averti an peu
plus tard qu’il lui était interdit de communiquer avec la terre, sous 'peme de V01]? faire
fen sur ses embarcations, attendu qu’il devait considérer tous les pomts dc cette partie
de la cote comme dependant du territoire de la République de Liberia. 011 do territoire
Anglais. M. Chevalier fu‘t ainsi obligé d’appareiller, en laissant a terre sept emigrants
dont. i1 avait payé l’engagement dans la matinee, et que les Chef's ne purent envoyer a
son bord a cause de la presence du croiseur Anglais. '

Je vous prie, M. le Maréchal, de porter les faits qui précedent- a la c'onnalssance du
Cabinet de Londres, et pour que les circonstances dams lesqtlels 1_‘ls_se sont Qroduits puissent
étre, de sa part, l’objet d’une appreciation exacte, je vous i11v1te.a lalssel' cople de la présente
dépéche au Principal Secrétaire d’Etat de Sa Majesté Brltanmque. J6 He doute pas
que Lord Malmesbury ne considére l’acte de visite que M. 1e (Commandant James Hunt
’est cru permis a l’égard du “Phénix,” comma un incident gi’Iune extreme gtavité et
qui appelle la plus severe répréhension. Je .ne crois pas nécessalre, aprés en av01r exposé
les détails, d’en faire autrement ressortir 1e regrettable caractéi'e ; je me bornerai seule-
menta constater que c’est la seconde fois que le meme Officier Qe 13. Marine de Sa Majesté
Britannique met 1e Grouvernement de l’Empereur clans l’obligatlon de réclamer centre 33.
conduite.

Agréez, &c.
(Signé) ‘ A. WALEWSKI.

(Translation .)

M. 16 Maréchal, Paris, March 1, 1859.
THE French ship “ Phénix,” employed in recruiting labouyers on the West Coast of

Africa, in pursuance of a warrant granted by'the Government of the Emperor, has been
subjected to an armed visit by officers of the English vessel “ Alecto ” under the following
circumstances :—

The instructions given by the Commander of Gorée and its dependencies to
M. Chevalier, the captain of the “ Phénix,” and to M. Boute, naval surgeon, who had
been appointed to superintend the operations, in the capacity of agent of the French
Government, enjoined them not to recruit on the territory of the Liberian Republic, nor
in the English possessions. In conformity with these orders, Captain OheValier had gone,
0n the 9th of November last, to the moorings 0f Mannarock, nine miles north-west of the
Great Cape of Monte, and about seven miles west of the village of Mannarock; he was
thus outside the waters of the Galinas Coast and ofthose of the Republic of Liberia, of
which Cape Monte is the northern boundary, according to the French and English charts.
In order that there might be no doubt upon this point, M. Boute questioned the Chiefs of
the coast. They all assured him that Cape Monte was actually the northern boundary of ‘
the Republic of Liberia, and that they were in no way dependent upon that State. The
entire absence of any agent of the Liberian Government upon that part of the coast was
an additional confirmation of all these indications.

On the 13th November, a boat from Her Britannia Majesty’s steam-sloop “Alecto,”
Captain James Hunt, which had arrived and anchored between the land and the “ Phénix,”
directed itself towards the French ship, which had hoisted her colours. When this boat
was within hail, CaptainChevalier asked the English officer who was on board, what was
the object of his visit. A black, out of uniform, who was beside the English ofiicer,
answered that he was sent by the President of the State of Liberia to visit the ship and
ascertain the nature of the operations in which she was engaged upon that part of the
coast belonging to the Republic. Captain Chevalier again addressed the English officer,
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and the following interchange of questions and. answers took place between them :—

“ Are you coming to visit me '2” “ Yes.”——“ Am I in the water of an English Possession ’3”
“No.”-—-“D0 you recognize my colours ‘3” “Possibly; but I am under orders to visit

y0u_”——“ Does not the adoption of the Treaties of 1831, 1833, 1845, forbid you to visit

a French vessel, especially when out of the recognized territory ’2” “ That does not

concern me.”
Captain Chevalier also .remarked to the Liberian Delegate that he was not upon a

recognized point of the territory of Liberia _; that, being moored at a great distance

from the shore, he was on the high seas, adding, that in consequence he resisted, in the

most formal manner, the propoised visitation of his ship, and that he should only yield to

compulsion. _ . .

Upon this declaration the English boat rejoined the “ Alecto,” but returned a few

moments later, carrying two officers, the same Liberian Delegate, a black policeman, and

eight sailors; these were all armed. Notwithstanding the renewed observations of

Captain Chevalier, and of the representative of the Government, one of the English

officers announced that, in compliance with the orders of the Commander of Her Britannia

Majesty’s ship “Alecto,” he was about forcibly to visit the “Phénix,” putting aside a

French flag which M. Chevalier had caused to be placed before the boarding ladder as a

a last protest against the violence with which he was threatened; the two English

officers, the Liberian Delegate, and the policeman mounted, armed, upon the deck of the

“ Phénix,” while the ’men who remained in the boat had their cutlasses drawn, and their

revolvers in their hands. They demanded the production of all the ship’s papers, of the

ministerial documents relating to her recruiting mission, as also of the instructions

addressed to the representative of the Government , whose character they therefore failed

to recognize, and next proceeded to examine the eleven “engages” who were on board.

These answered that they had come there freely, except one, the man Sévé, who, having

been engaged in the mutiny which took place, on board the “ Regina Coe ',” on his

escape from that vessel had been captured by a Chief of the coast, and repurchased by

Captain Chevalier, with the intention of handing him over to the French authorities.

This man having declared that he had been taken by force on board the “Phénix,” and

that he wished to return to land, the Liberian Delegate, disregarding the protests of

M. Chevalier and M. Boute, caused the black to be seized between decks, and made him go

down into the English boat, undertaking Only to reimburse the price of his purchase;

which was afterwards done by the remission of a'sum of 150 francs. To the . question

which the Commander of the “ Phénix” then addressed to the English officer and to the

Liberian Delegate, as to whether they were satisfied of his nationality, and of the regw

larity of his instructions, they answered, “Yes.” The Captain was warned a little later

that he was forbidden to communicate with the land, under penalty of his boats being

.fired upon, inasmuch as he was to consider all the points of that part of the coast as

dependencies of the Republic of Liberia or of the English territory. M. Chevalier was

thus obliged to set sail, leaving on shore seven emigrants, for whose engagement he had.

paid in the morning, and. whom the Chiefs could not send on board on account of the

presence of the English cruizerst '- - . , _

I beg you, M. 1e Maréchal, to bring these facts to the knowledge of the Cabinet of

London, and, in order that the circumstances under which they occurred may be justly

appreciated by them, I invite you to leave a copy of this despaich with the Principal

Secretary of State of Her Britannic Majesty. I do not doubt that Lord Malmesbury
will regard the act of visitation which COmmander James Hunt thought himself justified
in exercising in the case of the “Phénix ” as an occurrence of extreme gravity, and

calling forth the most severe reprehension. I do not think it necessary, after exposing.
the details of this occurrence, to enlarge upon its deplorable nature; I Will-confine

myself to stating, that it is the second time that the same officer of Her Britannic
Majesty’s Navy has placed the Government of the Emperor under the necessity of

appealing against his conduct. '
- Receive, 8m. ,

(Signed) A. WALEWSKI.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 59. ,

The Earl of Malmesbury to the Duke of Malakofl‘.

M. 19 Maréchal, Foreign Oflice April 22, 1859.

I HAVE the honour toracknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of‘ the
4th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a despatch from Count Walewski, relative to the
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proceedings of Commander Hunt, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” in forcibly visiting
the Freneh ship “ Phoenix,” off the African Coast, in $1.. inonth of November‘last; and I
beg leave to acquaint your Excellency that .1 did not fall to transmlt copies of your
communications to the Admiralty, with a request that Commander Hunt mlght be called
upon for an explanation of his proceedings in this mattei'. .

Some delay has, however, unavoidably taken place 1n replynigto your Excellency’s
note, in consequence of the “Alecto” being no longer in commlssmn, and Commander
Hunt having felt it necessary to call upon some of the officers who served under him
to confirm certain statements which he has made in defenqe of his proceeding in this
case.

I will, however, at once state to your Excellency, that Her Majesty’s Government do
not pretend to justify Commander Hunt’s conduct in this matter. On the contrary, they
greatly regret that this oflicer should, although without any intention of offering an affront
to the French flag, have given, by his proceedings, just cause of complaint on the part
to the Imperial Government. For these proceedings the Admiralty have reprimanded
and admonished Commander Hunt, and Her Majesty’s Government acknowledge that an
apology is due, and they trust that it will be accepted in the same frank manner in Which
it is now tendered by Her Majesty’s Government.

Although, however, Her Majesty’s Government disavow the proceedings of the
Commander of the “ Alecto” in visiting the “Phoenix,” I think; it right that the Imperial
Government should know that Commander Hunt’s account of what passed on this
occasion is very different from that given by M. Chevalier the Commander of the
“ Phoenix.” ?

Commander Hunt states, that the “Phoenix” was not boarded until all other
measures had failed to ascertain her nationality ; and he adds, that he thought he had
good reason to suspect the nationality of this vessel :——.

1. From infonmation received by Colonel Payne, the Attorney-General at Liberia,
that a vessel at Manna Rock was receiving slaves, and not emigrants, which information
was corroborated by a white man and another person, detained in a canoe, who confessed
that they had assisted to put slaves on board, bound and lied;

2. Becausevthe Master of the “ Phoenix” refused, when re; eatedly requested before
being boarded, to show papers, register of authority of any kind, over the side of his
vessel, which Commander Hunt states would have quite satisfied the officer sent to
ascertain her nationality, and have prevented h’is going on board ; and———

3. Because, knowing that French vessels were prohibited by their instructions
from shipping emigrants from the Liberian territory, he did not believe that a French
vessel legally authorized would have been found in the act pf shipping negroes from
what he believed to be the shores of that country. ,

Commander Hunt moreover states, and his statement is confirmed by the Master of
the “ Alecto,” and by the log of that vessel, that the place where the “ Phoenix” was
anchored was within two miles of the shore, and, therefore, within Liberian waters; and
he adds, that M. Chevalier must have been fully aware of this fact, from his having,
When engaged in procuring emigrants on a former voyage, asked and obtained permis-
sion from the Liberian authorities to ship emigrants from Manna Rock, the very place
where he was engaged in procuring them when he was boarded by an officer from the
“ Alecto.”

It would indeed appear to be evident that Manna Rock is acknowledged by the
French authorities on the African Coast to be within the Liberian territory, from the
fact that Commodore Protet, in a conversation which he had With Commodore Wise,
informed that officer that he, Commodore Protet, had caused the Governor of Gorée to
be suspended and sent to France, for sending the “Phoenix” to Manna Rock in the
face of peremptory orders against vessels being sent to the Liberian Coast for
emigrants.

The statement contained in Count WaleWski’s despatch, with regard to the boat’s-
crew that conveyed the British Officers and the Liberian Att01°ney~G'eneral on board the
“ Phcenix,” being ready With drawn cutlasses and revolvers, is most positively denied‘by
Commander Hunt, as is also the statement. that the Liberian Attorney-General forcibly
seized, and, notwithstanding the‘ protests of M. Chevalier and the Surgeon of the
“ Phaanix,” took out of that vessel one of' the emigrants who had taken part in the
revolt 'on board the “Regina C(Bli. ;” the facts being, as regards the boat that visited the
“Phoenix,” that the crew, consisting of six, and not eight men as stated, remained
quietly in the boat ; the only persons who boarded the “Phoenix" besides the officer
Who made the visit, and who carried his side arms, being Mr. fiCoates, the Second
Master ofthe “Alecto,” the Liberian Attorney-General, the Interpreter, and a Policeman,
who were all unarmed.
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As regards the examination of the emigrants, and the removal of one of them from

the “ Phoenix,” Commander Hunt asserts most positively that the officers were invited

b M. Chevalier and others to see the recruits, and that the boy was not forcibly taken

out of the ship, but that, 011 the contrary, that it was on M. Chevalier’s own offer, sugges-

tion and permission, that the boy was received into the boat; and it appears, moreover,

that Colonel Payne’s reason for ransoming this lad was because he recognized him as

an apprentice belonging to a relation of his residing in Monrovia, from whence he had

been kidnapped and sold to the French Agents, and in the first instance shipped on

board the “Regina Coeli;” a'nd who, after his escape from that vessel, had been a

second time seized and put on board the “ Phoenix.”

I have, in conclusion, to obaerve, that the inquiry which has been made by Her

Majesty’s Government in this matter leaves little room for doubting that, except as to

the fact of the “ thnix" having been visited by a boat from Her Majesty’s ship

“Alecto,” the circumstances of the visit, and the proceedings of Commander Hunt

have been much misrepresented and exaggerated, and although, as I have already had

the honour of stating to ypur Excellency, Her Majesty’s Government do not pretend to

justify Commander Hunt’s conduct in this matter, they cannot but think that M. Cheva-

lier and the Delegate on board the “ Phoenix” are both of them open to blame for not

having at once, when the “ Alecto’s” boat was alongside, made known the fact that» the

“ Phoenix” was a Government ship with a Delegate 011 board. ' '

Had they done so, Commander Hunt states that he would not have proceeded

as he subsequently did, to verify the ship’s nationality. By the failure of the Ftench

OIficers-to make known the true character of their vessel they, in the opinion of Her

Mafjeslty’s Government, laid a trap for Commander Hunt, into which he allowed himself

to a].
‘

I think it right to add, with reference to the last paragraph of Count Walewski’s

despateh, in which he states that this is the second complaint made by the Imperial

, Government against the Commander of the “ Alecto,” that on the ' former occasion the

complaints made were against the Officers in Command of the “ Alecto’s” boats on

detached serviCe, when they were under the orders of another cruizet, and for which,

therefore, Commander Hunt could not be held responsible. ‘ '

* ' ' I am, &c. -

(Signed) MALMESEURY.

 

N0. 60.

The Earl of Malntesbury to Earl Cowley.

' My Lord Foreign Oflz'ce, May 14, 1860.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 17th of February last, I transmit here-

with for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Lawless, Her

Majesty’s Consul at Martinque,3g reporting the arrival at that island of the French ship

“ Dahomed,” belonging to Messrs. Régis, With labourers from the Coast of Africa; and

also announcing; the departure from Martinique ,of the “Ville d’Aigues Mortes,”

belonging to the same owners, fora further supply of AfricaIn labourers;
am 8w.

(Signed) ’ MALMESBURY.

 

No. 61.

The Earl of Malmesbury ta Earl Cowley. _

My Lord, ' Foreign Oflice, June 4, 1859.

. WITH reference to my despatch of the 14th ultimo, I inclose for your Exeellency’s

information a copy of a despatch from Her _ Majesty’s Consul at Martinique,1-

reporting the departure from thence of the screw—steamer “Dahomed” for the African

Coast, with a view to procure a further supply of African labourers to be introduced into

Martinique, and into the neighbouring Island of Guadeloupe.
' , I am, Sac.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.
 

* No. 76. 1 No. 77.
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No. 62.

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley;

(Extract) - Foreign Qfiice, June 30, 1859.
I INCLOSE for your Excellency’s information a copy of one’ letter and extracts 0

two others from Captain Rigby, the British Agent at Zanzibar? to the Secretary to the
Government of Bombay, Which have been communicated to me by the .Secretar Of
State for India, containing information respecting the proceedings of the Frenc at
Zanzibar and on the East Coast of Africa in connection with the Slave Trade.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 62.

Captain Rigby to Mr. Anderson.

Sir, ' Zanzibar, December 24:, 1858.

WITH reference to my letter to your address, dated the 13th instant, reporting the
arrival in this port of‘the French ship “Alexandre,” of La Réunion, having on board,
about 300 slaves of both sexes, I have the, honour to report, that I have since
ascertained from personal observation, that the majority of the slaves on board are.
young children of both sexes, of ages varying from five to twelve years, and also several
females with children at the breast.

2. I therefore beg to report this circumstance for the infonmation of the Governor
in Council, as I believe that the French authorities justify the Traffic in Slaves now
carried on under the French flag, on the East Coast of Africa, under the pretence
of the negroes exported being free labourers or “ engagés,” Who willingly bind themselves
to serve for a term of years in French Colonies. , _

3. The French ship “ Alexandre” has been condemned as unseaworthy and. sold
here, and the slaves transferred on board the schooner “ Glorieuee,” which, though owned
by a French merchant of this port, is under the flag of his Highness the Sultan Said
Majid; immediately I became aware of the slaves having been thus transferred, I
expressed to his Highness my hope that he would not allow the French to convey these
slaves away in any vessel under his flag, When I was pleased to find that his Highness
had already, immediately on being made aware of the transfer, intimated t0 the owners
of. the “ Glorieuse,” that he would deprive her of his flag and papers if she attempted to
leave the port With these negroes on board, and similar netice has been given to the
owners of all buggalows belonging to the port. v

, 4. The Customs’ Master atthis port informs me that upwards of 30,000 English
sovereigns have been remitted here Within the last few months from the small ports on
the Coast of Africa, situated to? the south of this ; as no direct trade, is carried on at these
ports with any foreign ships, this money can only have been received in payment for slaves,
and estimating the price paid at twenty dollars per head, this would show that nearly
8,000 slaves have been purchased this Season from this part of the coast alone. '

 

I have, &C. ‘
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY, Captain,

British Agent, Zanzibar.

Inclosure 2 in No. 62.

Captain Rigby to Mr. Anderson.

(Extract) ' Zanzibar, March 16, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to report for the information of the Governor in Council,

the following circumstances relative to the Slave Trade carried on under the French
flag on the East Coast of Africa. ' ,.

2. About twenty days ago, I was informed by the Customs’ Master at this port that
three French‘ships had arrived at Kivingia, a small port on the East Coast of Africa,
situate within the Zanzibar dominions, in about 8° 40’ south latitude, and which
is the destination of all the slave caravans coming from the interior and from the
Lake ‘Wanyassa, and from whence they are shipped to Zanzibar and other
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places within the {Zanzibar dominionsa." He informed me that two of these

French vessels had » come for the purpose ef‘ procuring slaves, and that the third
vessel was a French brig-of-war; that the inhabitants remonstrated with the French, and

informed them that the sale of slaves , to. any foreigners was strictly forbidden by the

Sultan, and that the Commanders of the French slavers pointed to the bri‘g-of—war,

saying that they were authorized by the French Government to "purchase slaves, andthat

the shipvof—war had come there purposely to protect them in procuring negroes, and to,

prevent any interferencewith them in so doing.- "

This information. has since been fully confirmed. . , .

' This open violation of the orders of the Sultan of Zanzibar, and the presence of a

French ship—of-war for the protection of a Traffic which his Highness has firmly resisted

every attempt on the part of' the French to establish, has caused considerable excitement

amongst the inhabitants here, and made apainful impression on his Highness, Who imme-

diately on receiving a report on the subject from the Governor 'of Keelwa, despatched

his yacht to Keelwa, with an order to the Governor, strictly forbidding the sale of slaves

to the French, and also a proclamation to the inhabitants of Kivingia and Keelwa, and

at the same time I sent a proclamation in the Guzaraté language to the same effect,

addressed to the Banians and other Indian residents at the ports. '

Two French slave ships recently arrived at, Zanzibar from La Réunion ,for the

purpose of secretly procuring cargoes of negroes, but finding that the cholera was raging

here, they left without cargoes. One of these, the “ La Gironde,” has gone to Muscat

and Bombay, the other sailed to the south, to procure negr'oes from the Comoro Isles. At

the time these vessels were in this port, a steamer under French Colours was seen

cruizing about to the north of the Island of Zanzibar; ‘near the'Island. of Pemba. and the

main land, evidently for the purpose of procuring slaves. I have heard for some time

past that a steamer is employed in the Traffic for the purpose of conveying slaves from the

coast of Africa to the slave depots at Noss-Beh and Mayotta. - ‘ ’

A few days ago I received ihformatiOn from Mozambique that at Mamomha, on

the west coast of Madagascar, six French vessels wer'eshipping slaves, that three Of

these vessels were totally wrecked there during a‘violent hurricane on the 13th of

February last,’ and that some men of their crews were murdered by the natives.

, The proceedings of French slave-ships on the coast of Madagascar are creating a

deadly feeling of hatred against all white men amongst the population of that coast, and

have caused a stoppage of' all trade. «About a year ago, a French vessel was seized and

burnt by the natives to the north of Manomba, and all the crew put to death, owing to

the natives of one tribe kidnapping those of other tribes to convey on board the French

shi s. ' '
P The American Consul at this port informs me thatphe has also made representa-

. tiens to his Government regarding the French Slave Trade, and the injury it is inflicting

0n the commerce of this port. '

 

Inelosure 4 in No. 62.

Captain Rigby’ to Mr. Anderson.

(Extract.) , April 4, 1859.

ON the 21st March, the day before the, arrival of the “ Assaye,” the French

Imperial schooner “ L’Estafette,” six ’g’uns, arrived here from Keelwa Kevanzia,

a small port on the coast of Africa, within the Zanzibar dominions, where she had

been for some time openly protecting two French slavers in procuring slaves, in

Vlolation of the Sultan’s authority and laws. ' , " ‘ »

On the 29th March, the French corvette “Cordeliere,” 20 guns; with the broad

pendant of ‘ Commodore 1e Vicomte A. Heurist 'de Langlé, commanding the French
Naval Division on the East Coast of Africa, arrived-here'from Mayotta. ‘ '

 

CLASS B.
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No. 63.

Lord J.‘ Rmsell to Earl Cowley.

(Extract.) ~ n Forcign Ofice,.July 9, 1859.
I HAVE to instruct you‘r Excellency to bring under the serious attention of the

French Government the conduct pursued by their agents in Zanzibar.
The proceedings of those agents, as far as regards the Slave Trade, appear to he at

variance with the orders of the Emperor Napoleon, that the Slave Trade transactions
which had been begun on the Eastern Coast of Africa should be discontinued; but

‘ further, your Excellency Will explain to Count Walewski that the Imaum of Muscat
enjoys the friendship of the British Government, and that the British Government takes
a. strong interest in his welfare and in his being free from molestation, and that the
Imaum is bound by his engagements. with Great Britain to prevent Slave Trade from
being carried on by his subjects or Within his dominions.

 

No. 64:.

Earl Cowley to Lord J. Rustellr—(Received July 30.)

My Lord, . , 7 Paris, July 29, 1859.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatches of_ the 9th and 25th instants, I have

the honour to inform you that, in compliance with your Lordship’s instructions to
bring the matters therein referred to under Count Walewski’e notice, I have placed
in his Excellency’s hands two memoranda, stating the principal facts which your Lord-
ship is desirous. should be made known to him. 7 . I have, 8m.

' (Sigued) COWLEY.

 

Ng. 65. .

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley.

My Lord, .7 , Foreign Ofice, August 1, 1859.
'I INCLOSE, ,for your Excellency’s information, the accompanying extract of a

letter from\ Commodore Wisef‘ containing information respecting the proceedings of
French agents in the Congo river in connection With their African Emigration Scheme.

Iam &c.
(Signed) ’ J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 66.

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley.

My Lord; « _, ' Foreign Ofice, August 27,’ 1859.
I TRANSMIT.'herewith, for your ExCeIlency’s information, an extract of' a letterfroux Cpmmodore Wisefi' Which has been communicated to me by (the Admiralty, fromwhichit W0}lld appear that the French Agents on the African coast have ceased toprocure emlgrants from the neighbourhood of Cape Mount, in the territories of theRepubhc of Liberia. , '

., _ I. am. m ,. .
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

* Class A, Inelosure in No. 113: 1- Ibid., No. 116.
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No. 67,

, Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. ‘

M! Lord’ , Foreign 011m, Septehzber '10, 1859.
I TRANSMVIT to your Excellency herewith, for your'informatibn, anextract of a

despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner in the? Mixed British and

Portuguese Commission established at; Loandafi'r containing infarmatic‘m respecting the
proceedings of French Agents in Africa in. relation to the French free' emigration.

scheme, and the injurious effect which thOSe proceedings have had on the comInerce and

\vell—being of these countries. ’ h ‘
' Ivam,y&c. '

(Signed), J. RUSSELL.

 

> No. 68. ‘

Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received September 19.):

(Extract) _ Paris, September 18, 1859.

I HAVE geherally communicated to Cm'mt Walewski extracts from the different
reports forwarded to me by your Lordship, relative “to the" working ,of the French
scheme for procuring African labour. ‘Yesterday'Coun’t Walewski plaCed in my hands
a note 'verbale, answering some of h the allegations made agamst, French Agents, of

which I do myself the honour to inclose a copy. - v 7 ,

 

‘ Inclosure‘in No.’ 68 .7 _

the Verbalke;

, LE Gouvernement de Sa. Majest'é Britannique a' communiqué au Gouvernement de
I’Empereur, sous forme _ d’une rnote verbale, des informations provenant de la Céte
.Orientale’d’Afrique, et ayant un caractére officie], au sujet de recrutements de travailleurs
effectués sur les territoires du Sultan d9 Zanzibar par desbfitiments de commerce
Frangais. ,. ‘ xv ' ‘ h h, _' ’

Cette note tend a établir une similjtude entre ces- recrutements et des opérations de
Traite, et résume en ces' termes ,les» difi'érent’s points sur_lesquels 1e Gouvernement dc
Sa Majesté Britannique croitdevoir appeler, a raison des renseignements qu’il a. regus,
l’attentiou du‘ Grouvernement de l’Empereur‘ :—, . ,, y , , , 7 _ ' , . , 7- ,‘

L’autorité‘du. Sultan de Zanzibar, eh ce:qui concerne les efforts qu’il fait pour remplir'
consciencieusement ses engagements, COnventionnels avec le 'Gouvernement Britannique
au su‘ét du commérce des esclaves, est 5, dessein méconnue par les navire’s Frangais; -

ées navires ne sont plus soumis 2‘; l’obligation-d’avoir 5. hard un Délégué de PAdmi—
n'istration chargé de prévenir' lés‘irrégularités‘dans l’embarquemenb des noirs: on se
procure ces noirs par unachat qui prouve, qu’iISrsont 'esclaves 'dans le, vrai sens du mot
ct inca-pables de contracter an engagement ,volontaire {pour servir dans les Colonies
Frangaises; en cernains Cas, ileurextréme jeunesse les metévidemmenthors d’état de
passer (le' semblables engagements ;- , - - ‘ 7 ' ' - ' ‘

’Le recrutement irrégulier de noirs pour Ies Colonies Frangaises se fait 'sur ,une trés
grand échelle; «’ ' ~ r 7 ' ‘ ' *

11 est protégé par les navires de guerre derla. Marine Impériale; ,
» Le, commerce ‘lég'itime en soufl’re partout,,et s’en trouve méme par suite compléte-

mentanéantis a Madagascar ; . . - v » ~ - , . » . ‘
, La recdnnaissance -,en dernier lieugclu Sultan ‘de Zanzibar par le 'Gouvernement

Frangais ‘et l’établissement dans ses eaux 'd’un Commandement‘ Naval Frangais spécial,
loin de mettre un terme 2‘1” de telles‘ calamités auront pour efi'eff, on 1e craint, de les'
perpétuer par la pression morale, si nonmatérielle, qu’on exerce sur le Sultan;

‘ * Class A, Inclosure inNo. 59.
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Les procédés des.‘Ag‘ents‘ Frangais en ce qui a‘ trait- au' commerce des' esclaves
paraissent étre en contradiction avec la“ résolution :Qe l’Emperepr d’anrréter' les» opéra.

Itions qui S’efi'ectuaie’nt a la. Cate Orientale d’Afnque, et qm avalent' motivé deg
représentations. ‘

La. note verbale'remise'par's0n Exéellence ile Comte Cowley a: été~examinée avec
l’attention prétée en toute' eirconstahce aux communications du Cabinet_ide.‘Londres-, ‘et
c’est aprés avoir pris 'tousllés renséigneme'nts nécessaires popr étre' éditfiéz‘ sur les faits
qu’e‘llé signale, qu’on va rép‘ondre’aux assertiongénumérées eLedessus; selonfil‘ordre dang

equel elles ont étéwémis‘es'. . ‘ ‘ ’ '_ . ‘ ' ' , .

VII n’est pas exact dev dire *que'ilegs' navir'e‘s ‘de Commel'ee'Franga13 out. .méconnu a

dessein‘leypouvoir d'u Sultan'de Zanzibar dans ’le'urs opérations "tie mcrutgment.~Antori's‘és
antérieilrement z‘L, engager des noirs par voie de rachat', il‘s’iont-l mitwir:profit’lawfacilité
qu’ils ont trouvée sur'plus‘ieurs points de la c‘6t-e 2‘), rachetcfr des Nm2}i-ns* des Scheiks

Arabes d‘es noirs qui étaient e11 état cl’esclavage, mais .loiq ‘ dg: voulorr; rdnnne‘rtéi ces

opérations, légsfles j‘usqli’au moment 01‘1 'I’Emp’ereur‘ en a, préScmtil"1nterrupt‘wn, le caractére
d’une atteinfe z‘L’l’autOrité du Sultan ‘de' Zanziba.r,‘ils' {mt chaqge» fois acquitbés lesdmoits

de douafie dus pour I’embarquemenfi'des erirélés, ‘ ' ’ ' '
r

En ce qui concerne 1'6 fait que des Délegués de'“ ‘l’Administrat-ionv' Frangaise- tie
surveilleraient plus les recrutements et le peu de moralité qui présidverait aux engage-

ments, on est fondé a‘L répondre que ces allégations pe’rdent toute‘ vraiéemhhthce e11
résence des instructions précises etrépété es émanées du Gouverneur de la" Réunion

2‘1 l’efi'et d’entourer 1e recrutemeht des garanties les plus sél'iqeuses de moralité et d’en

assurer en toute circonstance 1e confréle par des Agents spécia‘px.
_ Quaint 3.11, nombre des enrélements irréguliel's de noirs qui s’efi'ectuemienfi ppm 105

Colonies Frangaisesg'ilhst difiiciléqu’fl ait été aussi Con'sidér‘ahle“(11170111131 ’alflirm-e; attendu
:que lerecrutement par voie de rachat’ il’était p(?rlnis‘ par “16" Gauvernelir de la-”Réuni6n
que sur un trés-peu hombre de points. détermm'éé‘sz et qfi’e’n outre'Alv’autorisati‘on' dé s’y
rendre dans ce but n’était accorde’e que souS' certairies 'précautions“ et a ‘uin: nombrefde
navires tré's-restreintg ' ' ' "

L’aflégatidn que ‘l’es haV'il‘ES'_ de'v guerre - de “'13 _MarinegI’inrpéfiale-"protégeraient 31c
recrutement irréguliEr des noirs ne saurait ét-r'e admise 'u‘n?.ius-tant.‘_*'Le'sf:=.enga;gen11'ents
par voie de rachat étant licit'es jusqu’fi'. 1a *détermination 'pr1sQ Pannée ' demiérejpar Sa
Majesté Impériale, 115 out en eifefi dfi 'avoir lieu so‘us’les’T yen"); dc nairi‘fes‘,‘ de 5guerre
Frangais, mais 1a présence de c'es’ b‘fitiments, loili'ld’étre de lnat‘lp'e'a‘L-Apro‘voquer (1'85 obser-
vations, témoignait de la surveillance éxercée' :en' pareil cas, Conforméane'n‘t tank: intentions
du Gouvernement Frangais. ' _ .N __ ’

' Aucun fait, 31191111 IenS‘eignement pei‘Sofifielsne 111i ‘bntr‘jququ’iei'.:révélérd’aiflemvs 19

torfi qfie les opératibns "du recrutément'éont supposées aVo‘iI’ fait'au ‘c0n1111ex*ce"légitiméfct
i1 ne Siex1)1iq1ié1‘ait guéye c’ei pféjudiced’aprés-16'petit’nombm ?glez‘Ppints fsm-Tr ilesquelsi,
ainsi q'u’on'l’a'di't‘Ci-dessus’, les ‘ehgagemerits pal" voie de'rachaf; étaien-tsmttori‘sés;

Les appréhensions exprimées a l’occasion de la. l'econnaisSajhcedu.Sultan dc Zgnxibar
par 1e Gdu’vérnement Impé'riitl ét‘du' Commandement dés Forces vNaVales Eran‘gai‘é’és in 131
06129 Orientale d’Afrique, dont u’n oificier supérieur a été investi 1)a1_' une décisibpi‘récente, ‘
nc subsisteront sans doute plus apl‘és lefs é’clail‘cis'sementg ‘dans lesquéls on'é‘vva; ehfi‘er .sur
ces deux points. Le Commandement Naval dont 'il S’agit'nr’lest‘pasuue création.gllduvelle;
confondu antérieuremefii; zwec les functions dc Gouvemeu’r de ila i-Réunion‘; 112611: a ‘ éié
détnc’hé 'COmmje renti‘mfé dams 1'93 attfibutions-‘du Ministé‘re 'dQ-}a.”Mal‘ihe,€ lbrsdu’on a.
distrait ‘de‘cé‘Départément lé sfervice, des’ Colonies pour en‘fair‘e hn‘Mi'nistéré ’z‘z'partzfi ‘11
n’y'a done eli dangle fait signalé qu’uhe‘memxre motivée par 1m "remaniement -‘ d’a‘dzminis~
‘tl'a-fiOII intérieure ct 'jn’ayaht-ien elle-méme aucun sens 'particuliergr‘} N 1’égfir¢ fide' =13.
1'ec011jiéissaxlée (Tu sultan de Zanzibar, l’intéi'prétation qu"0n‘17ui'donné'rn’estjusfifiée par
alicun'des aéte‘s 9duC0mfnm‘1’d3ntde 1:; Division Navale Francaise‘ ou duCé-Iaisuilde Sa.
Majesté Im‘p'ér'ialé a ,Zariziba1‘;" Ce de‘rnifei' Agent n’estti’nte‘rvenu flanS‘ilesiZ‘dfifiévefifls’f‘du

' Sultan rSeicYMédj-id ‘avcc‘ son frére de Muscate, ’Seile-owein, ‘qlicfibutflconséillel' un
ac‘cohnfidde’m'ent, alors'qu’e' le'GOnSul d’Anglet'erre, Mr; Rigby;xte‘ndaitvaifi"contraigreyspnr
'so’n attitude, a mettrc' obstacle 5L 1a reconciliation de‘s‘deux‘ fréres;§ " On‘serait .enI-mésfire
dé’ fou’mir :1 cc su’jet 'de'si dét‘ailS’ trés 151‘ééis,¥“si On .116 rd‘ésifaifih éVitef d’énfirerflcfi‘ flans
des 'écrimimtions contre le Cdfisul (16' 8a Majesté Byitanni‘qu‘e Le'lGommahdant-“de ala
Division Navale Frangixisc 1121’" pais‘ ~suiV-i‘ <unéjaut1~efliigfle “'(1’9’C0fid11fi‘eq‘iué =16 Co‘iisul (le
l’Empere111";"i1I'a ten'li 'commé lu‘i; ‘dafiSfi'es'-.«1'"zt1)'port"s q11?i1a -étéfan‘1é1ié3éfiiiiwh' "ailee‘rle
Sultmy ‘1e;'1afigég” ‘lc'jfl'us’ tbiic‘iliant, e't‘ 10"15111'19’ ‘c’émfo‘r’tfiékau"respe‘éth(Kiwi Ssanmutarité.
L’un ct l‘autre V0116 agg "en 'c'd‘a, ,selong 10‘s vués dés‘intéi'éssécs' du Gouvern'ement 'de
l’Empéreur’. “Tim l‘écbn‘najséiméé du‘Sult‘zinflé Zafizibiirhm-été, ?poaar ain‘sir-d-i‘rey‘que la
démarche ordmzui'e dc courtbisie motii’ée par un avén'ement; etVdont‘rle'Gouvernement
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de Sa. Majesté Britannique s’est acquitté-le premier comme i1 était natural de le faire.

Elle a été rseulement retardée tenflce quit concerne le Gouvernement dc l’Empereur

par des :circonstances independantes de sa volonté et tenant PL l’éloignement de

Zanzibar. ’ . . ,

En réponse, ‘en de'rnie‘lj lieu, 5. ce qui est allégué de la contradiction apparente

existantventre les ordres de l’Empereur et 'les actes des Agents de son Gouvernement, on

fem observer qu’elle tient ‘uniquement A la date 51 'laquelle set rapportent less informations

sur lesquelles la note-verbale Anglaise a, été rédigée., Jusqu’au commencement de la.

pl-ésente année, les operations par voie de rachat 'étaient, en efl'et, parfaitement autor’isées,

vet 1e Geuvernement Britannique n’avait pas été tenu dams l’ignorance de la, maniére d’agir

de l’Administration Frangaise £1 cet égard. Mais les instructions envoyées dans les

premiers jours de Janvier out formellement interdit pour l’avenir Ies entreprises de cette

nature précédemment: permises 2‘: la Céte ‘Orientale d’Afrique. 'Seulement un certain

nombre de navires déjfi, partis, au moment’o-fi. ces ordres sent arrives a la. Reunion, ont du

pouvsuivre' et terminer l'eurs operations.- Mais aucun autre batiment n’a été. ni' ne sera '

alutOriséi 21 entreprendredes operations de cette nature, et le Commandant (les Forces

Navales de sa Majesté Imperiale :1 1a GéteOrientale d’Afrique ~se1'a. de nouveauainvité

h tenir- rigoureusement la. main 5, l’exécution des instructions du Gouvernement

Frangais; ' ' . ‘ . . i ‘

Septembre 1859.

‘ (Translation)

7HER Britannia Majesty’s Government has communicated to the GOVernment of the

Emperor, in, the formrrof a‘note verbale, information coming from the East Coast of

Africa, and: beari g an, official character, on the subject ofy the? recruitment of labourers

carriedon inthe, err-itories of the Sultan of ' Zanzibar by French 'merchant-vessels. j. ' " A

This noteytends to establi h a. similarity between these recruitments and Slave

Trade: operatiéns, and sums up in these terms the ~ difl'erent points to which Her

Britannia Majesty’s Government think it their duty, in consequence of information which-

theyfhave'received,.to call the Vattentionrof the Government of theV-Emperor :—.-— i »
:The authority of the Sultanof Zanzibar with referencegto the efforts Which .he' makes

conscientiously to fulfil .his constitutional:-engagements With the British Government 011'

-sthe:subject of the. Slave Trade, is designedly ignored by French 'vessels. > . ,

These vessels are no longer‘ submitted .to_ the obligationiofvhaving 0n - board a.

Government officer, whose duty. it is‘ to prevent irregularities in the shipment of negroes.

These negroes are-proeured-by ‘a. purchase, which proves that they are; slaves in the true

_-sense of the word, and incapable of entering into fa; voluntary engagement to serve in

the French colonies ; in come cases their extreme youth evidently incapacitates them for:

making suchengagements.g_ ,V . , ’ l ‘ ‘ " ‘
' The irregular recruitment of negroes for the French "coloni‘es is conducted on a very

great scale: ‘ _ y , , / --, * ,. r ,

Itis protected-sby ships'of waref the. Imperial navy. x - , ‘ ~ ~

' , .sLegitimate commerce suffers from .it everywhere, and at Madagascar is'even-com-

pletelyannihilated in consequence.- ‘ - ~ : .' . . ‘ , ‘ ' ~ -,: ' -
‘ “Lastly, therecOgnition of the fiultan of Zanzibar by thefiFrench Government3 and

the establishment‘in hiswaters of a special , French naval command, so far from putting

an: end to thesehalamitiesgfwi‘ll,‘ it is feared, have the effect of , perpetuating them by the
hldraI-i, if ,not natural,: coercion‘which is exercised against the Sultan. ’ g .; . ‘ n ‘

. Thexproceedingssof French agents, With reference 'to the—Slave Trade, appear to be

:in-eentradiction 0f.» the resolution of the: Emperor :to stop the operations which were
'efi‘e’eted 0n the East Coast ofAfrica, and which had given rise to representations.

. The; .nates-zverbale communicated= by , his fiExcellency the Earl Cowley has been

examinedeith that attentiqn;-Which isalways given to the comnumications of the'Eyglish
Cabinet ;' and it is after havingmade all, the inquiries necessary in order to be instructed

Illionthewihcts which that notepoints out that theassertions enumerated above :will be»
answeredinthe order in-which they were Communicated. '- ., - ' \ " ' " .
. .11: is not correct- to Say_tlla;t__French merchantmen‘ have designedly ignored the power
of ”the Sultan of Zanzibar in their rebmiting operations. “Having been formally authorized
'tO'engage-negroes‘by.rePu-rchasingthem, they have turned to account the facility which
‘they-havefound in severalpoints of the west, for vrepurchusing from the Arab .Scheiks
negi‘oes who werexin: a statetof slavery; butng from wishing to give to these operations
(whichewere‘ legalsu‘ntil the~Emperor forbade their continuance), the character of an
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attempt against the authority of theSultan of Zanzibar, they. have always paid the
Custem-house dues for the shipment of the labourers engaged. -

With regard to the fact that the oflicers of_ the French Government no longer
superintend the recruitments, and the want of morahty attendlng the engagements, there
is foundations for answering that these allegations lose all probablhty When_.contrasted
with the precise and repeated instructions issued by the Governor 0f :Rennlon, In order to
surround the recruiting system by the most serious guarantees of morality, and 1n every
circumstance to insure its control by special agents. , , . .

As for the number of irregular recruitments effected for the French Colonies, it can
hardly have been as considerable as is stated, inasmuch as the systenn of recrulting by
means of repurchasing was only allowed by the Government 9f Reunion at a very small
number of fixed places, and that, besides, authorlty to sail to those _places for that
purpose was only granted under certain precautions, and to e very hm1ted number of
vessels. _

The assertion that the, ships of war of the Imperial navy pretect the irregular recruit-
ments of negroes cannot be for a moment admitted. The engagements by repurchase
being licit until the determination adopted last year by His. Imperial Majesty, they
must certainly have taken place under the eyes of French men-otswar, but the presence of
these vessels, far from being of a nature to provoke temonstnance, Omarked thetwatch
which was kept up on these occasiuns, in conformity With the intentlons of the French
Government.

No fact, no personal inquiry has as yet revealed to the French Government the
injury supposed to have been done to legitimate conmnerce by the recruiting operations,
and they cannot explain to themselves how this prejudlce totrade can have arisen when
they take into consideration the small nu'mbenof places .(as above-stated) at Which
engagements by means of repurchase were authotlzed. _ . ‘ ~

The apprehensions expressed on the occasmn of the recpgnition of the Sultan of
Zanzibar by theImperial Government, and of the command of the French naval forees on
the'East Coast of Africa, with which an officer of high rank was invested by a recent
decision, will, no doubt disappear after the explanations which Will be entered into upon
these two points. The naval command in question is not a. new creation ; combined
formerly with the functions of the Governor of Réunion,_it was separated from them as
coming under the Naval Department, when the Colonial servieewas detached from the
Admiralty inorder to be made a separate department. Thus the fact pointed out was
only‘a measure caused by a reorganization of internal administration, and not having
any peculiar meaning in itself. With regard to the recognition of the Sultan of
Zanzibar,'the interpretation given to it is justified by none of the acts of the Commander
of the French Naval Division or of His Imperial Majesty’s (Donsul at Zanzibar. This;
last agent only interfered in the differences between the Sultan Seid Mudjid and his
brother- 0f\Muscat,VSeicl Jowein, at a time when the English Consul, Mr. Rigby, was, on
the contrary, tending, by the attitude which he assumed, to throw obstacles in the way
of a reconciliation between the two brothers. We should be in a position to furnish very
precise details on this subject, did we not wish to avoid here to enter upon recrimi-.
nations against Her British Majesty’s Consul. The Commander of the French Naval
Division did. not adopt a line of conduct difl’erent from that of the Imperial Consul.
Like him,’ in his relations with the Sultan, he has held the most conciliatory language in
conformity with the respect due to the Sultan’s authority. Both have acted in this in

' accordance with the disinterested views of the Imperial Government. The recognition
'of the Sultan of Zanzibar has been only, so to say, the ordinary act of courtesy con-
sequent upon an accession, which the British Government was, as was natural, the
first toy perform. _ ,It was only retarded in the case of the Imperial Government by
circumstances 0Ver which they had no control in connection with the distance. of
ZanZibar. ' a , V ‘

Lastly, in 'a'aSWer to the allegations respecting the apparent Contradiction existing
between the orders of the Emperor and the acts of the Agents of his Government, it must
be remarked that it only applies to the date which tallies with the information upon
which the English noteverbale was drawn up. Up to the beginning of the present year,
operations by means offlrepnrchase were certainly perfectly authorized, andthc British
Government had not been kept in ignorance of the mode of action of the French
Government in this respect. But the instructions issued early in January formally
forbade for the future enterprises of that nature which were formerly allowed on the
East Coast of Africa Only a certain number of vessels which had. already left when,

‘ these orders arrived at Reunion must have pursued out and concluded their operations.
But no other vessel was, nor will be, authorized to undertake operations of this nature
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and the commander of His Imperial Majesty’s naval forces on the East Coast of Africa

will be again invited vigorously to carry into effect the instructions of the French

Government.
'

September 1859.

 

No. 69.

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley.

’ ‘ Foreign Oflice; October 5, 1859.

, I TRANSMIT herewith for your Excellency’s information an _ extract of a despatch

from Dr. Livingstone, Her Majesty’s Consul at Quilimanefi“ relative to the measures taken

by French and Portuguese subjects to carry on the Slave Trade.
I am, 8m.

(Signed) J. RUSSE .

My Lord, .

 

No. 70.

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, November 5, 1859.

I INCLOSE for your Excellency’s information a. copy of a. deSpatch— from Her

7 Majesty’s Consul at Martinique,+ reporting the arriVal in that island of the French steamer

“ Stella,” belonging to MM. Régis, With 562 African immigrants. '

 

' 1am, 8m.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.»

No. 71.

y . Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley.

My Lord, - Foreign Oflice, November 26, 1859.].

I INCLOSE for your Excellency’s information a. copy of a letter from the

Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” containing information relative to the

proceedings of the French at Zanzibar} I
1 am, &c. ,

(Signed) . ' J. RUSSELL:

 

No, 72.,

. ’Lord J. Russell tn Earl Cowley.

My Lord, , Foreign Ofiice; January 26,1860.

I INOLOSE herewith, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch from

Mr. Lawless, Her Majesty’s Consul at Martinique,§ reporting the arrival in that island,

’ from the Coast of Africa, of the vessels “ Splendid ” and “Tigre,’3 with 846 negro

immigrants.
I am, &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

* No. 136. 1N0. 78. ‘ 1: Class A, No. 162. '§' No. 80.
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N0. 73.

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley, February 11, 1860.

[See despatch ‘of same date to Mr. Christie, No. 39.)

 

No. 74.

Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Recez'ved February 12.)

My Lord, Pam's, February 11, 1.860.

M. THOUVENEL has placed in my hands, With a request that I would call your
Lordship’s attention to the subject matter of it, a note verbale, of which I inclose a copy,
complaining of the conduct of Mr. Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar.

I have, 810.
(Signed) COWLEY.

 

Inclosure in No. 74.

Note Verbale.

LE Gouvernement de I’Empereur croit devoir appeler l’attention du Gouvernement
de Sa Majesté Britannique sur la conduite regrettable que le Cgmsul Anglais é. Zanzibar,
M. Rigby, a tenu dans une circonslance récente é l’égard d’un administré du Consulat
Frangais, M. Mas.

Le navire Espagnol “Caridad.” dont. M. Mas était consi nataire, 'étant arrivé z‘t
Zanzibar 1e 13 Novembre dernier, lcs papiers de ce b&timent avaient été déposés au
Consulat Frangais, 9t aprés s’étre convaincu de leur régularjté et de la legalité de'
l’opération commerciaie pour 1aqnelle la “ Caridad” était envoyé Fa Zanzibar, le Consul
de Sa Majesté Impériale avait chargé sa Chancellerie de l’expédition de ce navire. Mais
les Autorilés de Zanzibar firent des démarches répétées pour obtenir 1a remise des
papiers de ce bé‘ttiment, afin, disaient—elles, de les montrer a M. Rigby, qui représentait
1a “ Caridad ” comme venue 2). Zanzibar pour se livrer au Trafie des Noirs. Le Consul
de France s’étant assuré, comme i1 1e devait, qu’il n’en était rieh, et ne pouvant admettre
d’aillem-s que ses actes fussent soumis '21 1111 contréle autre que celui, de son Gouverne-
ment, 3 (hi nécessairement rcfuser de se dessaisir des papiers: de la ‘fCaridad.” Le
Consul de Sa Majesté Britannique a fait alors placarder sur le b&timent de la Douane de
Zanzibar 1111 écrit signé dc lui par [equal i1 désignait M. Mas eomme faisant 1e Trafic
des Noirs, et interdisait aux sujets Anglais d’avoir aucune, relatibn avec ce négociant.
Bien que rien dens Ies actes de M. Mas ne’ justifiait une semblable accusation, elle ne
pouvait manquer de porter une grave atteinte 5. son crédit et é. celui des deux maisons
Frangaises de Marseilles dont il est. le représentant. M. Cochet s’est donc v11 dans le
devoir‘ de protester centre l’asscrtion de M.- Rigby, et le lui a fait connaitre. Le
Gouvemement de l’Empereux-n’hésite pas z‘t penser que celui de 83. Majesté Britannique
ne saurait approuver l’attitude du Consul de la Reine dans eette aflhire—attitude si
o‘pposée aux bonnes offices que 103 Agents des deux pays doivent au contraire s’efi'orcer
de se rendre rééiproquement en toute circonstance, et qu’il Ie fera savoh' a M . Rigby.

Fe’zm'er, 1860. ’

(Translation)

THE Government of the Emperor feels bound to call the attention of Her Britannic
Majesty’s Government to the regrettable line of conduct Which Mr. Rigby, the English
Consul at Zanzibar, has pursued in a, recent circumstance respecting M. Mas, an employé
of the French Consulate.

The Spanish ship “Caridad,” of which M; Mas was the consignee, having; arrived at
Zanzibar on the 13th of November last, the papers of that vessel had been deposed at the
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French Consulate, and, after having satisfied himself of their regularity, and, of the
legality of” the commercial business for Which the “ Caridad’? had'been sent to Zanzibar,
His Imperial Majesty’s Consul hagl ordered his Chancelerieto despatch that vessel. But

the authorities of ZanZibalr took repeated steps to"obta.in possession of these papers, in.
order, as they said, to show them to Mr. Rigby, Who represented this vessel as having

come to Zanziba’ri iiiorder to "engage in the Slave"T1‘ade. ‘ 'The' French Consul having,
as was 'his duty, assured himself that this was not the case, and it being besides impos-
sible for him to admit that his acts should be submittedto any controul saving that of
his own Government, was necessarily compelled to refuse to give up the papers of the
“ Garidad‘,” Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, upon this, caused a. document, signed by
him, to be posted on the Custom—house building at Zanzibar, in, Which he denounced.
M. Mas as a. slave-trader, and‘aforbade Englisha'subjects to have :any dealings With that
merchant. Although nothing in M. Mas’ actions justified such an accusation it could
not fail seriously to injure his credit, and that of the two French houses at Marseilles Which

he represents. Mr‘._‘C‘orbet,therefore, found himself bound to protest against Mr. Rigby’s
‘aSsért-ioh, "and'iriform'ed him ac‘cdrdingly. "The“GOVerhment. o'f . the Emperor" has no
hesitation ’in believingthat'Her‘Britannie Majesty’s Goyefnment‘Cind 'not' approve the
Conduct of Her 'Majesty’sCOnsul in this afl'air, a Conduct Which'is'so opposed to the good
offices Which the “Agents of the two countries ought, on the contrary, mutually toexert
themseiv'es to render one another on every occasion, and that they Will make this known
to Mr. Rigby. .' ‘

February 1860.

 

“Not 75.

Lord J. Russell t9 Eafl Cowley.

My Lora, , Foreign" 017169; *Féb'ruary 29,1860,

I HAVE r‘e'CeiVed your EXCellency"s despatch 'of the 11th instant {ihclosi'ng a.
noteterbale which was placed in yonr. hands .byMede:Thouvenel,“complaining.Of the
eofidhct of'Celone'l' Rigby, Her Majesty’s 'Cons‘nl‘atfzanz'iban 1n having caused a: notice
to be atfixedv‘to the Walls of the Custom—housej at ,that‘fi‘p'laee, warning Brihishfsnbjects
net tOj ‘haVe any commercial dealings with aypefson‘named‘Bfiena’ Ventura Mes-

, I transmit ‘to'iyoulr 'EXCeliency herewith copies of £01m despat hes,,,ahd of" their
'ifiélosures,“froin CQIOIlel Rigbyfi" giving ‘a full, accomit'of this transactiOH,_whi'(:h:I'1f‘eCeived
'almqst simultafieonsly, With i‘you’r”Exce11ency’s‘ .despatch' containing the. Frenéhzcom-
plaint: .. " ‘ . fl '

The following is" Colonel Rigby’s Version'of'thi's affair ;-_- s
0n" the 11th of Noyember'last, a brig, under Spanish colours, arrived at, ZaLfizibalt;

she had noname painted 'oniany'part of her. hull ; her'rigging Was disguised :; she 'carried‘
eight gimson’ deck, which were not at the ports, but inboard fort conCeahIient ;: she was
'n0tébi1's‘ig‘ne'd to any house at‘ Zanzibar,’ and had no cargo on, board; and it appeared
'eirident to every na'nticalfperson‘ that She'wa‘s equipped ~ for the'Siave Trade. ‘ ‘. ItIWas
also aScei-tained that this vessel’had-come from Eboog'a port in "the Portuguese"'te_1‘ri;-
tories ‘on‘thé‘East Coast of Africa, where the eXport'Of’Slave's to Cuba, in yes‘sels'under
"the Spanish" flag; is statedito have been carried] on 'so'eXtensive’l‘y during the last'few
months as‘ to have exhausted the" supply of.slayes. _ . ' '7 . _ . . t .
A The Sultan bf‘Zanzibar, on hue‘coh'ling= aware of the facts Whiehf'indiiced suspicions '
,asitp‘theéhig‘abfei"of’ this vessel, sent the’Gaptain bf ' one of his ish’ips Loif-‘War' to inspect
"hefjpapefs,"w1‘1en;theMasterjof'the'VSpani'Sh brig havingjst'ateki that hegh‘a'd delivered
the‘rnfipjth'e Fréhch-CofisuLthe Sultan’S‘enti'the [s'ameofii’cer to the French Oohsnlate to

. desii‘eatiizit-he might’bet‘ permitted: to’insp‘eet the‘ship’s papers, With‘-a“view.to Satisfy him-
self of her country and character. ‘ . v i . '

The French'Consul thereupon stated that the vessel, although under Spanish
colours, was under French protecti011,vand that he would not permit his Highness, or any
of his authorities, to inspect her papers. . ,

h"z»At¢ 'th‘isi'Stageéoftheproc‘eedings Buen'a Ventura‘M-as, 'WhOf-lt seems is ay~Spaniard,
residing at iZan‘z‘ib‘zir, thoughcallinghimselfa French subject; andwho is restated to be a

— notOrious‘slavé—dealet, annehn‘cedztethe‘ Sultan of Zanzibar his intention of- proceeding
in the Sfianish brig to the port of Lamoo, situated on the East- Coast of Africa, within his
~Highness’s. dominions. » ' '

i“ Inclosures in Nos. 87 and 88.

CLASS B.



M. Mas was thereupon told by his-I-Iighness thatShe’ waulti .not permit the .vessel'fco
trade .at any of his portsiimtil theCommandef hadprodueed hts mpers, ,andsatlsfiedfthe
gauthorities that the vessel was 2a lawful trader. . , . ,

A further application rvvasthen made :by the'x-Sultan to the French Cessna, :msisting
on‘hiS right, as sovereign’of the country, to satisfy himself of the ~2character of every vessel

coming to trade; in his dominions, butthe .Freneh' Consuli- again , refused :to produce the
ship’s papers, and the brig sailed to Lamoo, with M. Mas on board, m-‘splte eof‘ the Sultan
having prohibited her from trading with h1s .dominlons. ,

As itris armatter-of notoriety that the export of slaves for the Cuban market has
been carried on to a considerable {extent during the past year; from the East Coast ‘ of
Africa, it cannot but "be admitted that the refusal to produce 1 this Spanish .brig’spapers
~flares calculated to give rise to just suspicions with regard to the nature ofthe voyage on
which the vessel was engaged ; and the characteraof M -Mas, the agent who proceeded
in her to Lamoo, wasmot such as to allay those suspicions.

Colonel Rigby states :that about two years ago a brig celled the “ Venusfi’ sailing
under Spanish colours, toucheda’tZanzibar under-the pretence of. trading, and'fthat
M. ‘Buena Ventura Mas embarked in her, and ‘went’ito Lamoo where he procured
.500 slaves, whom he shipped in the “Venus” for Havana. I may here observe, in vcorrou
horation of the above statement, that from information received by H61;Majesty’s Govern-
ment from Mozambique and from Cuba, the Spanish brig “ Venus” did actually .]and fa
cargo of slaves in that island in the year 1858, and that the slaves so landed had been
procured .from the East Coast of Africa.

Colonel Rigby further states that he has been informed by the Customs’ Master at
Zanzibar, that only a few months ago M. Mas sent a‘vslave-de‘aler to the port of Keelwa,
within the Zanzibar dominions, and provided him with mone; to purchase siaves—that
the slave—dealer, an Arab, by name Salim Jubram, accordingly purchased 424: slaves
on account of Mas, but that, in consequence of the vessel which was to export them
having become disabled at sea, the slaves were, by order of Mas, taken to Lamoo, and
that of the number originally purchased, Only 199 survived the transfer from one port
to the other, the remainder havingndied, and the survivors haying" been sold at Lamoo by
horder'and onaccount of M. "Mas. _

Itmoreover appears that.?Mas .obtained the money which he employed in this ‘ slave
'speculatiOns at Keelwa,surreptitiously from a M. Bérard, a Frenchman,'who is-esta~
"blished as ‘a-merchant at Zanzibar, and who is stated :to hear ;a strictly honourable
character; and "that M. Bérard, on learning that ,Mas‘ was employing the moneyxhe
had advanced in the purchase of slaves,7repndiated;the transaction. - ,

'M. Bérard informed ColonelBigby that he did not complain to he French Constfl'
because the latter would not attend to any. complaints agaiiist M. Mas, but he stated
that he had sent complaints to his own Government against M. Cochet, the French
Consul, for undue partiality-shown to Mas, to the prejudicerof his, ,M. Bérard’s,‘firm ;,
and M. :Bérard added that the Slave Traffic carried on by Mas is most injtirious:.to the
French trade at Zanzibar, as‘, With the profitsarising from it, Mas -is enabled to prevent
any competition against him in the'purchase of produce for shipment to France. a

:It was under the circumstances Which I have described that :Her Maj-esty725 Consul
issued the Warning to British subjects which has given rise to ,the complaint of the
French-Government. ' , ._

:Her Majesty’s Government'feel cenvinced that, when ’Mr de Thouvenel placed "the ~
mote merbale in your Excellencyh hands, the Imperial Government couidgnot have-:been
awaretcflf the true character of Mas, and'the nefarious transaetionsfin which he has been
engage . ‘

' ,Iflzas :Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt is the :case,".Coione1 Rigby’s account
of‘thisaifair is correct, Mus has, v'by his slave dealings, not only violated the faws of the
wountry in which he is residing, but also the laws :of France; and Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment feel, assured that, whethethe be a Spanish er French subj ect, his proceedings will
not be either countenanced or Supported by the Imperial Government.

ltis note-the intention of Her Majesty’sGovernment to make any comments on the
mnduethf the Ftench -'Consu1 at Zanzibar in employing in his Consulate, ‘and giving his
official support to, a person who has been notoriously engaged in the Traffic inSIaves,
ageeflduet-whieh can hardly .be suppdsed to :meet the approval. of the French Govern-
mefitr; but there is another matter with regard to which. it may perhaps be» oppor—
2tugne that you 2 should request (explanations from M. de Thouyenel.

"1111 the ““Moniteur de‘ la Colonisation” of the ‘27th of‘ Jannary :of last year, all
official announcement appeared, to the effect that the Imperial Government had given ,
directions that the recruitment of negro labourers on the East Coast of Africa for the
colony of Réunion should be abandoned.
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, Your Excellency Will perceive, from Colonel Rigby’s despatches, that, up to the

latest dates, French vessels have been engaged in shipping negroes clandestiuely from

the dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar, in violation of the laws of Zanzibar, and

in opposition to the wishes of the Sultan. . . , ,

Her'Majesty’s Government cannot doubt that these proceedings have taken place

contrary to the desire of the Imperial Government, and they feel confident that steps
will be taken by the Imperial Government to putfan end to thes; transgctions.

yam, c. '
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
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FRANCE. (Consular)—Martipique.

 

‘ No. 76.

Consul Lawless to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(Received May 3.),

My Lord, St. Pierre, Mgrtim'que, April 2, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship with the arrival at this Island of
another of Messrs. Régis’s vessels, the “Dahomed,” with labpurers from the coast of
Africa. This vessel sailed from Loango, on the west coast, on the 5th of February last,
with 407 male adults, 86 female adults, and 31 non-adults, of both sexes.
' She arrived in‘ Fort de France ‘Bay on the 25th ultimo, and landed two days
afterwards 335 men, '79 women, and 26 non—adults, ofboth sexes.

It follows that the mortalities on board during the voyage, comprised 72 men,
7 women, and 5 non—adults, and several deaths, I am informed, occurred subsequently
among them,befor’e they had been made over by Messrs. Régis’s agent here to the
Commissary of Immigration. ,

The labourers brought by the “ Dahomed” were recruited at "Congo and'Loango,
and the mortalities referred to appear to have occurred aimost exclusiyely among
those embarked at the last-mentioned place. Dysentery seems to have been the disease
which proved so fatal to these poor creatures. The “Dahomedf’ is an iron vessel, of 260
tons, French register, built at Glasgow, and she is provided with an auxiliary screw
engine, which the total want of. fuel prevented her from using during the voyage from
the coast to this island. To this regrettable circumstance may be attributed, no doubt,
the excessive mortality on board, fOr it seems that the disease,‘ Which proved so destruc-
tive, although it broke out shortly after the ship sailed from Africa, appears to have made
most of its victims during the last ten or twelve days of the passage. 1 have been
informed that the Master states in his report, that calms proved the» principal cause of
his being so long on the voyage to this island. '

The ship “Ville d’Aigues Mortes,” Whose arrival here, with African Immigrants
for Messrs. Régis, I had the honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch of the 13th
of December last, sailed from this port on' the 26th ultimo, for the avowed purpose
of introducing into this colony a further supply of African labourers; and I learn that the
“ Dahomed” also is at this moment preparing to return to Afriea on a similar mission. I
have the honour to inclose herewith a note of the principal articles Which the “Ville
d’Aigues Mortes” embarked here as sea stores. Among other things proeured in this
island are included 40,000 feet of pitch pine lumber, for the construction of the huts or
“ baraques” Which it seems that Messrs. Régis are about to have erected on the coast
for the reception of the labourers recruited by their agents there. If credit can be given
to the assertions of the person who is their representative in this island, Messrs. Régis
have no intention bf abandoning their project for the introduction of African labourers
into the French possessions in those seas; but the recruitment is in future to be car-
ried on at certain points only of the coast, and subject to new regulations, and the
supervision of an agent of the French Government. .

I feel bound. to mention, in conclusion, that the “Dahomed” appears to have been
provided with a properly qualified medical man, and that the Immigrants seem to have
been attended to on board as well as was possible under the circumstances.

I have, &c. '
(Signed) WM. LAWLESS.
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Inclosure in No.‘ 76.

Now. of Sea Stores shipped at Martinique on board of the French ship “ Ville d’Argues Mortes,” bound. to

. the West Coast of Africa. ‘

221 barrels of beans (haricots).
212 ,, Indian corn. .

150 ,, cassava (faxine de maniac).
50 ,, beef.
70 ,, pork.
50 tierces of rice.

1.300 lbs. of biscuit.
6,000 litres of mm (1,350 gallons, about).

6 tierces of lime.
6 ,, cofi'ee.

15 casks of Marseilles wine.
8:0. 8:0. Sac.

St. Pierre, Martinique, April 2, 1859. ‘

 

No. 77.

Consul Lawless to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-:(Received June 2)

My; Lord, St. Pierre, Martinique, May'12,'1859.

I' HAVE the honour to infarm your Lordship of the departure from this port, on

the 10th instant, of 'the screw steamer “Dahomed,” belonging to the firm of Messrs.

Régis of Marseilles, whose arrival at this island with African immigrants I had the

honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch of the 2nd. ultimo;

I'have been informed that the “ Dahomed’s’” destination just new is Congo and

Loango, on the coast of Africa, at which places she is to embark another cargo of;

Africans for conveyance to this colony, or to the neighbouring Island of Guadaloupe.

The departure in the “ Dahomed” of , the Government Delegate, who accompanied the

immigrants introduced by the vessel on, a late occasion, seems to confirm the above

 

report.
I have, &c.

(Signed) WM. LAWLESS.

N0; 78.

Consul‘Lawless to Lord‘J._Russell.—(Received November 1.)

My Lord, St. Pierre, Martinique; September 30, 1859.

I‘ HAVE the honour to report, for the information of your Lordship, the arrival at
Fort de France, in this island, of the auxiliary screw steamer “ Stella,” fromthe Coast of
Africa, With 562 African; immigrants. This vessel sailed from Loango, on the ' West,
Coast, on the 22nd of August, and she arrived at this island on' the 23rd 'i'nstant. She,
egnbarked on the coast 642 immigrants, as follows, viz, 461 male adults, 150 female '
.dltto, 29 non-adults,‘of both sexes, and 2 children. ' , .

. Of the above number 80 ‘died during - the voyage, Which lasted thirty-one days
pnnc1pally of dysentery; and many of those landed were in a Very weak state. ,

The “ Stella” belongs to the firm of Messrs. Régis and Co., of Marseilles, by Whom
these 1mmigrants have been introduced, and she has already sailed for Africa'for another
cargo, while it is said that the “ Dahomed,” a sister vessel, also the property of
Messrs. Régis, is expected to arrive from day to day, either here or, at the neighbouring
Island of Guadeloupe. '

. The official tonnage of the “ Stella” is 640 tons, including the space allotted for her
engmes 0f 60-horse nominal power, and 384 tons for cargo;
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I have to state, in conclusion, that the regulations in force 1n France respecting the

sanitary measures to be adopted on board, appear to: have been conformed to, and the
vessel was provided with a properly qualified medical attendant.

I have, 8w. '
(Signed) WM. LAWLESS.

 

No. 79.

Consul Lawless" to. Lordwli Rusflllh—(Rveceived November 1.)

(Extract.) St.‘ Pierre,.Martinigue, September 29, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to infbrm your Lordship of the aririval at this island of the
Frenehship “ Admiral Baudin,” from Shanghai, with 329 male, and 2 female adults

The “ Admiral Baudin’s” official registered measurement is 502 tons. Three
hundred and fifty-five passengers were taken on board in China, but of this number 24
died during the voyage, which lasted 13] days. V 7 ,. .

This is the first importation of Chinese labourers into this island; and it has been
made by the firm of Messrs.Ma.1evois and Co.,' who have since pontracted With the French
Government for the introduction of a. further supply of the above-mentioned class of

, immigrants to this island and to Guadeloupe, on terms which I have not yet learned.
Another vessel», belonging‘to the, same: firm,,.bronghtga cargo ti), Guadeloupe, but it seems
that the planters of that island are not disposed to receive favourably Chinese immi—
grants; only everysmell pertion. 0f the cargo was taken up at Guadeloupe. After a
delay of some weeks the Governor of that colony Was obliged to despatch the remainder
in 3. W371! steamer to this island,vwhere‘ they immediately found. employment, notszvith-.=
standing the rather onerOus Conditions of the engagement, obiigetoryin. the case. of this
class of labourers. , , . '

The number of Chinese receivedfrom Guadeloupe amounts, t0,225,,fbrming. atotal
qf'5i56' introduced. into this colony. '

 

No. 80.

Consul Lawless to Lord J. Russell.——(Received Janyary 20, 1860.)

My Lord, , St. Pierre, Martinique, December 30, 1859. 1‘
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship of the arrival at the port of Fort de

France in this island, of two vessels from the Coast of Africa; with negro immigrants.
One of these ships, the “ Splendide,” belongs to the firm of Régis and 00., of Marseilles,
the other, the “ Tigre,” has been charterefi forthe account of two wealthy" planters of this
co ony.

The formev’vessel- has come from ‘L'oango, and the latter from Gabon. - -
Thevtotal number of Afi'icanslandedihere from. both: vesselsis-stated; 'te. b91846; but-

the number embarkedé in Africa. h am. not as yet. acquainted with. I shall have the:
honour of transmitting toyour Lordship by the next mail: further particulars: connected!
with: these vessels, ‘ . ' ’

' I hsve, 8m. /
(Signed) WM. LAWLESS.
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MEXICO.

 

7 Neal

[Lord-J. I:Russevllio Mr. Mathew. ,

Sir, Foreign Oflice, Novembw' 28,1859.

, I‘TRANSMIT, (for your ithrmation,_the accompanying copies of a letter and its

inclojsures from Commander Hewett, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,”* reporting the

circumstances under which he had seized and sent to Vera Cruz, for adjudication, the

Mexican barque “ Laura,” for being equippedfor, the Slave Trade. . '

Although it is probable that the case of the “ Laura ” will have been adjudicated

in the Mexican Courts before this despatch reaches yea, I think it right that you should

be furnished witha copy of Commander Hewett’s report; and, I have at the L_same time

to acquaint you that, according to advices received by Her Majesty’s Government, the

""ZLaum” sailed from New Orleans fully equipped for,» land was destined for’einplbyment

ihjthe'Slave‘Trade. ' ‘ V , . . '
' 'I am, 83c. , “ ,

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No.82;

,Mr'. Mathew toLord.JgRussellF-(Received January 2, 1860.) t I

(Extract) , ,Me‘z'ico; November 29, 1859.

ON the [4th of Nevemberiastgl received intelligence from Vera Cruz that, 011 the

17th of October, Lieutenant Pitman, of Her Majesty’s ship “Archer,” had arriVed‘at

that port from the Coast‘of Africa in charge of theMexican barque “ Laura,” Which
had-been capturedes a slaver. . v.

In conformity with his instructions; Lieutenant Pittman, after an interview with

Mr: "Consul ‘Gifi'ard, de’livered‘o’ver the “‘ Laura" to the Local Alithority, Who placed

the matter for adjudication in the hands of the district Judge.
‘ From a subsequentfd‘espatch addressed to me by Lieutenant Pitman, it would

appear that there is a possibility of the case being given against the captors, and that

it would have to be carried ‘to’ the "Supreme Court of’Justice of the Republic.
I mayadd that, in a private letter which 1, received from Mr. Gifl'ard, it is stated

that the vessei-went to piecesin‘oneof the later gales.

 

, ' , No.83. '-
Mr. iMaithew to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received February 1, 1860.)

My Lord, ‘ ‘ " ‘ Mexico, December 2", 1859.

. I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s
Vice—Consul in Yucatan, under date of the 28th November, with regard. to the seizure
of the ship “Catarina ” as a slaver. ‘

The Government at Veni- Cruz,’Whose-rule extends over that province, have given
orders for her transmission to that port.

* Class ‘A, Ne. 138.
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M. Regil y Peon intimates that many vessels, coming from the United States, have
recently been fitted out for the African Slave Trade in Yucatan.

' I have, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE B. MATHEW.

 

Inclosure in No. '83.

Vice-C‘onsul Peon to Mr. Mathew.

Sir, Memida, November 28, 1859.

IN compliance with my duty, I beg to inform you that the ship “ Catarina,” having
been seized on the ceast of this Peninsula, upon suspicion of being engaged in the Slave
Trade, the competent Authority has decided upon placing her at the disposal of the
District Court of Vera Cruz, in conformity With the stipulatione of the Treaty celebrated
ifil the month of June, 1843, between Her Majesty’s Government and that of this
e ubiic.
P According to the declaration of the 'boatswain the vessel, in question‘is American,

as were also her crew; and they sailed from New York for Africa, from whence
they came to a the coast of the Island of Cuba; where they succeeded in landing
800 negroes. ,

The captain and mate haVe not been apprehended, the Authorities having only
secured the Boatswain, and two sailors, Greeks by birth, but naturalized citizens of the
United States. ' _ ‘ ‘ .

The G0vernment of this State, on rendering an account of this affair to the
Supreme Cohstitutional Government, have, I am assured, requested that the vessel might
not be sent to Vera Cruz, although judged there, but that,’ after being condemned, she
should be sold at Sisal, and the proceeds applied to meet the many exigencies of the
Administration. ‘

I haVe reason to fear, that as Sisal is an open and unproteeted port, and as, to save
expense, there may not be a sufficient guard on board, the eaid vessel may disappear
some night in derision of the fulfilment of the law.

I also avail myself of this opportunity to bring to your knowledge, although
without being able to vouch for the truth of the assertion, that I am told some vessels
have lately fitted out at the port of Campeachy for the Coast of Africa, and that some
of them return to the abovenamed port, after having landed hegroes on the Island of
Cuba. At this moment, it is said there is a barque there waiting for a crew from the
Havgna,‘ in order to set sail in the prosecution of this illegal and‘ abominable
Tra c. .

 

I have, 8w.
(Signed) PEDRO DE REGIL Y PEON.

No. 84.

Lord J. Russell to Mr; Mathew.

Sir, Foreign (?fiice, February 6, 1860.
IWTRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter from

Commodore Edmonstone,* repo‘rting the capture, by Her Majeety’s ship “Arrogant,” 0f
the brigantine “ El Rosarito,” fitted out for the Slave Trade, arid sailing under Mexican
colours, but Without any papers of nationality. ‘ i

I am, &c. ,
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

5" Class A, No. 153.
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. No, 85. , .

Consul Gifihrd to Lord J. Russell.—(Received Decembef 2.)

My Lord, _ , Vera Gruz, November 1, 1859.

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship the arrival here, on- the 17th

ultimo, of the Mexican barque “ Laura,” detained on the 10th of August on the'eoast of

Africa, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” for being employed in Slave Traffic.

Lieutenant R. Pitman, R.N., of the “ Archer,” Who had her in charge,lost no time,

pursuant to his instructions, in making her over to the Governor of the State, Who, at his

request, has placed the case, in accordance with the Treaty, into the hands of the judicial

authority for adjudication; and the evidence appears to me to be so clear against that

ship, that I have no doubt of her prompt condemnation. ‘

I need scarcely add that 'I have given , Lieutenant] Pitman all the advice and

assistance in my power on the occasion. , ‘
' ' v , ‘ 'v I have, &c.

(Signed) , ., ‘J. GIFFARD.

 

GLASS VB;
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No. 86.

Captain Rigby to Lord J.‘ Russell;——(Received October 25.)

My Lord, Zanzitar, September 1, 1859.
' I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying

copy of a despatch, which I have this day addressed to Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretary of State for India.

 

Ij'have, 8w. _
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY.

Inclosure in No. 86.

Captain Rigby to Sir C. Wood.

(Extract) Zanzibar, September 1, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that an extensive Slave Trade ,is being carried
on at the port of Eboo, situated on the East Coast of Africa, within the Portuguese
territories, in about 12°. south latitude, and with the full kuowledge and connivance
of the Portuguese Authorities of that port.

‘I have been informed that a large vessel approached the port of Ebo’o about two
months ago, and mistaking a vessel at anchor there for a British cruizer, hoisted
American colours and stood out to sea, but soon afterwards, having ascertained that it
was not a ship—of—war in the port, returned under Spanish colours, and commenced
shipping slaves for Cuba; this vessel carried a large crew and was armed With guns.

_ About a mom‘s. ago letters were received here from Eboq, stating that two large
slavers, under Spanish colours, had arrived at that port, and after making contracts and
all arrangements for receiving cargoes of slaves, had stood out to sea, and were to return
in about 20 days to ship the slaves.

On these occasions the slave-ships, having previously made all arrangements with
local agents, seldom remain more than a few hours in the port; some spot on the coast is
agreed upon, the slaves and provisions are collected there at the appointed time, and
Within aifew hours after the arrival of the slaver, they are all shipped, and the vessel
leaves the coast.

The slaves Which are provided at the Portuguese port of Eboo are taken by land
a few miles to the south, and shipped in a small bay called Poona; it is described
as having a very narrow entrance, and ships inside it cannot be seen by a vessel out at
sea. .

I have reéeived authentic information that, on the Zitth of August, a large
American ship, under Spanish colours, shipped 1,200 negroes for conveyance to Cuba
from a bay a few miles to the south of Eboo, and that all the boats belonging to Eboo
were employed in conveying them to the ship; and. also that the Pertuguese Governor of
Eboo received a fee of 10 dollars for each negro embarked, part of which amount he
distributes amongst the various oflicials of the port.

I believe his Excellency the Governor—General of Mozambique to be entirely
ignorant of the Slave Trade carried on at Eboo; he has been very zealous in putting a.
stop to the export of slaves from the port of Mozambique.

.1
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No. 87.

Lieutenant—C'olonel Rigbg to Lord J. Russell.——(Received February 9.)

VMyflLord, Zanzibar, November 21, 1859.

”I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the accompany-

ing copies of two despatches, dated the ,19th and 21st instant, - and which I’hav‘e

addressed to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State forlndia. ‘
, ‘ I have, 8m. '

(Signed) ' = C. P. RIGBY.

 

Inclosure T1 'in N0.. 87 .

Lieutenant-Cdlohel‘Rig'by toy sir C. Wood. ,

(Extract) ‘ Zanzibaf, November 19, 1859.

, I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, the following circumstances

which have recently occurred at this :por't :— "

On the 14th instant a brig arrived here under Spanish colours; no name was

painted on any part of the hull; the rigging was disguised, she carried} eight guns on

deck, they were not at the ports, but inboard for concealment ; she was 'not Consigned to

any house here, and had nocargo on board, and it appeared evident to every'nautical person

that she was equipped as a slaver. It was also ascertained that this vessel had come

from Eboo, a port in the Portuguese territories 011 the East Coast of Africa, where the

export of negroes to Cuba in vessels under the Spanish flag has been carried on ,so

extensively during the last few months that the supply is exhausted, and it is reported

that the inhabitants of that place have even disposed of most of their domestic slaves

to supply the demand. , , ' ,

His Highness the Sultan, on becoming aware of the suspicious character of this

vessel, sent the Captain of one of his ships of war to inspect her papers, and the

Commander of the Spanish brig having stated that he had delivered them to the French

Consul, his Highness sent the same ‘Otficer to the French Consulate, to desire that

he might be permitted to inspect the papers with a view to satisfy ‘himself of her

country and character. The French CODSIfl stated that the vessel, although under the

Spanish flag, was under French protection, and that he Wouldnot permit his Highness,“

or any of his authorities, to inspect the papers. ' , _

The following day a Spaniard who is’ residing here, a notorious slave agent, by

name Buona Ventura Mass, who calls himself a'French subject; called on his Highness

and stated his intention of proceeding in this, vessel to the port of Lamoo, situated on

the East Coast of Africa, within his sHighness’ dominions. His Highness told him that

he would not permit the vessel to trade at any of his ports until the Commander had

produced his papers, and satisfied the authorities here .of her being 'a lawful trader.

oHis Highness then made another application'to the French Consul, insisting on

his sovereign rights to satisfy himself of the character of every vessel coming to trade.

in his dominions. The French Consul again refused to produce the papers.
This morning the Spanish brig ~sailed for Lamoo with the ‘ Spanish slave agent on

_ board, in spite of- the prohibition of his Highness against trading at this ports. His

Highness has, therefore, despatched his new leervette “ Iskunder Shah,” 22 guns, to

watch this Vessel, and prevent her embarking slaves from hisdominions. ' ,

About two years ago the brig “ Venus,” under Spanish colours, 'came to this

port under the pretence of trading; ,the individual Buona Ventura Mass embarked
miher and went to Lamoo, under the; pretence of procuring a cargo, and he there

ptocured 500 negroes, and shipped them in the “ Venus,” and that vessel carried‘ them
, direct to Havana, having sold all her anchors and cables before sailing from Lamoo.

‘ His Highness the Sultan shows himself on every occasion most anxious to
falthfully act up to his Treaties with the British Government for the suppresion of the
Slave Trade; :but he states that if Spaiiish slavers are permitted to come to his ports,
and he is threatened‘with the armed interference of the” French'whenever he endeavours
to satisfy himself of the character of such vessels, it will be impossible to prevent the
Traffic in negroes from hisports on the coast of. Africa.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 87.

Lieutenant—Colonel Rigby to Sir C. Wood.

(Extract) . Zanzibar, November 21, 1859,

WITH reference to my despatch to your address, dated the 19th instant,
reporting that a notorious slave agent, by name Buona Ventura Mass, a Spaniard
residing here under French protection, had gone in a slave-brig under Spanish colours
to the port of Lamoo, in contempt of‘ the authority of his Highness the Sultan, I have
the honour to state that the Customs” Master of this port has since informed me that
Buona Ventura Mass, some months ago, sent a slave—dealexr to the port of Keelwa,
situated on the Coast of Africa, within the Zanzibar dominiongs, and provided him with,
a sum of 9,000 German crowns to purchase slaves. That the slave-dealer, an Arab, by
name Salim Jubran, accordingly purchased 424 slaves at Keelwa, 011 account of
Buona Venture. Mass; that the ship which was expected to embark them became
disabled at sea, and that, in consequence, the slaves were, ‘by order of Mass, taken
from the Port of Keelwa, situated about 9° south latitude? to the port of Lamoo,
situated in about 2° 30” south latitude; that of the 424 slaves 225 died, and
the surviving 199 slaves were re-sold at Lamoo, by order and on account of Buona
Ventura Mass ; that there was a loss on the transaction of about 5,600 dollars, and
that Buona Ventura Mass has now a claim pending against a M. Berard, a French
subject residing here, to reimburse him for the half of this lqss, as he states they were
in partnership in the transaction.

Salim Jubran has to—day confirmed to me all the circumstances as stated to me-
by the Customs’ Master, and he produced several letters, the following extracts from
which show the nature of the Slave Traffic in which Buona Ventura Mass and M. Berard
are engaged.
 

Extract from a. letter from Saad Jubran, at Zanzibar, to SaiimJubran, at Keelwa,
dated 1st Safr (10th September, 1858}.

“Oh Salim, M. Mass says to you, that he Will send you money by the hand of
Amber boo Bukr ; he will mention the amount when he sends it ; and M. Mass says to
you, ‘purchase six hundred slaves quickly, quickly’ ; the ship will soon arrive ; of every
100 slaves let ten slaves be females, and of the 600 slaves, sixty must be females, for
the Government at Bourbon insist that ten slaves of every 100 shall be females, or. they
will not accept them. This he tells me to write to you, and I inform you of it. And if
you have not money enough to purchase the slaves draw a bill on M. Mass.

‘ (Signed) “SAAB JUBRAN.”

Extract from a letter from Saacl Jubran, at Zanzibar, to Salim Jubran, at Keelwa,
dated V19th of Safr (28th September, 1858),

“ After compliments. .

“M. Mass salutes you, and desires me to say that his plans are disarranged ;‘ that
his ship, which he sent to Bourbon, put back from sea, and did not reach Bourbon.
The Captain told him she sprung a leak, and, in consequence, M. Mass desires me to
direct you about the slaves which you have. The full grown ones, which suit Europeans,
sell at Keelwa, and the remainder, the young ones, such as suit the local markets, and
the Sowahil, and the markets of Arabia,’ convey to Benadir and Sowahil (the small
ports on the mainland, t0 the north of Zanzibar, are thus termed) wherever you think
adviSable. Hire boats for' their conveyance; but call at Zanzibar on the passage, in
order that you and M. Massmay arrange together. And he told me to urge you
earnestly to hire the vessels for Benadir; do not delay, for he will certainly sends a ship
to Benadir; so when you arrive he Will make arrangements. . This is his Wish, and by
his command I write to you. ' ‘

~ , . ., " ’ (Signed) , “SAAB JUBRAN.”

Extract from a letter from Buona Venture Mass, at Zanzibar, to Salim Jubran, at
Lamoo, dated 6th of Jummadi e1 Awul (13th December, 1858).

“And oh, Salim, when you took leave of me I told you to deliver some slaves to
Allmass, such as Slut the} markets of Benadir; and now two months have elapsed, and
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011 have not informed me how many slaves you have delivered to him, and how many

slaves you have remaining; it is as if you were the master (or lord of the property), as

if I Were your agent. . .
(Signed) “BUONA, VENTURA MASS.”

Extract from a. letter from Buona Ventura Mass and'A. Berard, at Zanzibar, to Salim

Jubran, at Lamoo, dated 7th of Jummadi e1 Akhir (12th January, 1859);. ,

“ If you have sold all the slaves you took from Keelwa inform me of it, and send

the bill of sale, as one-half is on my account (B. V. Mass), and one-half on account of

M. Berard; and if you receive any letters or orders from M. Berard act according to

his directions, and whenever you Write to me send a copy of your letter to M. Berard.
(Signed) “Booms. VENTURA MASS.

"‘ A. BERARD.”

Salim .Iubran has delivered to me the original letters in Arabic, from which I

have translated the above extracts.
His Highness the Sultan has frequently expressed to me his desire to order.

Buona Ventura Mass to quit his dominions, but he fears that, were he to do so, the

French would make it a cause of quarrel.

 

No. 88.

Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Lord J. RusSell.

My Lord, ‘ Zanzibar, November 28, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information; the accom-

panying copies of two despatches. dated the 25th and 28th instant, which I have

addressed to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for India.
I have, 8:0.

(Signed) C. P. .RIGBY.

 

Inclosure [in No. 88.

Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby' to Sir C. Wood.

(Extract) , Zanzibar, November 25, 1859.

IN continuation of my despatches to your address dated the 19th and let instant
reporting the Traffic in Slaves carried on in the Zanzibar dominions by a Spaniard, by"
name Buona Ventura Mass, who is residing here under French protection, I‘ have the
honour to report that, on receiving positive proofs of the infamous nature of the
Traffic Buona Ventura Mass had been carrying on, I issued a notice to the British Indian.
subjects residing here, warning them. against having any commercial dealings with the
said Buona Ventura Mass, as he would never be admitted to the British Consular, Court.

The notice was written in the 'Guzeratti language, which is not understood b
any persons here except British Indian subjects, and it was made public to them in the
usual manner by the Customs’ Master of the port, who is a Britishsubject, and the head.
of the Indian community here; ' ‘ _ L i , f ‘ ’ _ ‘

The following day I received from the French Consul a note, copy of whch is
inclosed, marked No. 2; a copy of my reply to this is inclosed, marked No. 3; and a.
00py of the second note of the French Consul is inclosed, marked No. 4.
. In carrying on this cruel Slave Traffic, Buona- Ventura Mass has acted so openlv
1n defiance of the authority of his Highness the Sultan, that I was in hopes 'my notice
to the British subjects would induce the French Consul to interfere, and bring him to

' Justice, buthe has. taken no steps Whatever to prove his innocence or guilt, and appears
to attach no criminality to the acts which I have denounced. '

The atrocious cruelty of the Traffic, as conducted by Buona Ventura'Mass, is-
apparent from the fact that of 424 slaves purchased for him at Keelwa, only 199 lived
to reach Lamoo, and on my questioning the Slave Agent, Salim Jubran, as to this dreadful

' mortality, he said that the slaves were conveyed in boats from Keelwa to a point a few
mlles from Zanzibar, and detained on board these boats a long time by Mass’ order,
until he had decidedyhow they Were to be disposed of. , ,
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In December last year, the ship “Alexandre,” of La Réunion, came to this port
densely crowded with slaves, most of them being very young children, anti many women
With infants at the breast. This vessel was anchored just under the Wlndows Of the
British Consulate—a revolting and pitiable sight—and most of these poor creatures died
here of cholera. _

During the month of March last, the Governor of La Réumon published a
notice that the Port. of Keelwa was appointed a place of shipment for negroes, and sent
two vessels escorted by the French ship-of-war “ l’Estafe'tte” to that port to .procure
slaves in open violation of “the laws of his Highness the Sultan. ,, The Arab Governor
protested against their proceedings, and the Commander of the ‘_‘ Estafette” told himhe
did not care for the orders of the Sultan of‘Zanzibar, that his Sultan had sent him to‘ see
that the vessels procured negroes. On the passage to La ttéuriion cholera broke out On
board these ships, and/they landed the slaves on an Islarid (a dependency of the
Mauritius), and did not even bury the dead. .

The French corvette “ Cordeliére,” with the broad pendant of Commodore
1e Vicomte de Langle, Commander-in-Chief of the French squadron on the East Coast
of Africa, arrived here on the’26th ultimo.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 88.

M Cochet to Lieutenant—Colonel Rigby.

Zanzibar, le 23 Novembre, 1859.

HIER a quatre heures environ de l’apr'és-midi, a été affichée sur I’édifice de la
Douane une pancarte émanant du Consulat Britannique, et signé “ C. P. Rigby,
Lieutenant—Colonel, Her Majesty’s Consul, Zanzibar,” par laquelle il est fait interdic-
tion aux sujets Indo-Britanniques de faire du commerce avec M. Mas, qui y est désigné
comme se livrant au Trafic des Noirs. La‘dite pancarte est restée exposée a la vue du
public de Zanzibar pendant vingt-et—une heures, et n’a été enlevée qu’aprés 1a réclama- ,
tion faite au Sultan par le Consul de France.

Cette assertion caIOmnieuse et injurieuse centre 'un Administré du Consulat de
France, et de plus représentant d’une maison Frangaise des plus honorables, ainsi que la
mode de publicité qui lui a été donnée, obligent le Consul de Se Majesté I’Empereur de
protester contre la violation par M. Rigby des principes' du dreit des gens, de ceux de la
moralité, et enfin des cofitumes du pays.

Le Consul de France a I’honneur d’informer M. Rigby que des copies de la présente
protestation sont envoyées 5. Son Altesse 1e Sultan de Zanzibar et. a M. 1e Consul des‘
Etats Unis en cette Ville; i1 en sera également adressé uhe au Gouvernement de
I’Empereur, quien fera l’usage qu’il jugera convenable.

, Le Consul ‘de France,
(Signé) LADISLAUS OOCHET.

(Translation)

Zanzibar, November 23, 1859.
YESTERDAY at about 4 o’clock P,M., a placard emanating from the British Gon-

sulate, and signed “ C. P. Righy, Lieutenant—Colonel, Her Majesty’s Consul, Zanzibar,”
was posted on the Custom—house building, by which Indo—Britannic subjects are for-
bidden totrade With M. Mass, who is described in it as being ehgaged in the'Slave Trade.
The said placard remained exposed to the sight of the public of Zanzibar during 'twenty- ,
hours, and was only removed after an appeal made to the Sultan by the Consul of France.

This calumnious and-injurieus assertion against an agent of the French Consulate,
who is moreover the representative of one of the most'honourahle French houses, together
with the publicity Which was given to it, oblige the Consul of His Majesty the Emperor to
protest against the violation by Mr. Righy ‘of the principles of international 1aw,~vof
morality, and, lastly, of the customs of the country. ‘

The Consul of France has the honour of informing Mr. Rigby that copies of this
presentprotestation have been sent to His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, and the
United States’ Consul in this town; one will'he also addressed to the Government of the
Emperor, ‘who will make Whatever use of it they may think fit. ‘

" , The'Consul of France,
(Signed) LADISLAUS COCHET.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 88.

Lieutenant—C'olonel Rigby to M. Cochet.

Zanzibar, November 24, 1859.

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul and British Agent, Zanzibar,

has to acknowledge the receipt of a note dated yesterday, signed “Ladislaus Cochet,

Consul de France,” relative to a notice issued to British subjects residing at v this port,

warning them against having any commercial transactions with an individual by name

Buona Ventura Mass.
2. The Traffic in Slaves carried' on by Buona Ventura Mass, in the Zanzibar

dominions, has been for a long time a matter of so much notoriety amongst all classes of

the community here, and has, during the period of residence of the Undersigned at this

port, been so frequently a topic of conversation, that the tenor of the above note con-

siderably surprised the Undersigned, as it would appear from it that the Consul of

France is entirely ignorant of the Traflic in Slaves so long carried on by Buona Ventnra

Mass.
3. The Undersigned, on receiving positive proofs that Buona Ventura Mass had

been engaged in a Traffic which is stigmatized by every Christian Government, Which is

contrary to the law of France ; also contrary to the law of the Sultan of Zanzibar, and

in violation of the Treaties existing between Her Britannia Majesty and his Highness

the Sultan; the provisions of which his Highness endeavours to fulfil in the most loyal

and praisworthy manner,—-deemed it his solemn duty to warn all British subjects against

having any commercial dealings with the said Buona Ventura Mass.
4. By the law of England, if a British subject, residing in a foreign dominion,

engages in the Traffic of Slaves, he is debarred from the protection of English law; and

therefore, if a subject of a foreign Power engages in this infamous Traflic contrary to the

law of his own country, and of the State in which he is residing, and in violation of

Treaties, he cannot be permitted to claim a privilege denied to a British subject.

5. Buona Ventnra Mass will therefore not 'be admitted to the British Consular

' Court at this port, as a plaintiff, With respect to any claims against British sabjects; ‘

nor Will any complaints of British subjects against the said Buona'Ventnra Mass in

respect to any transactions subsequent to the issue of the notice be taken cogni-

zance of. '

6. The Undersigned has represented to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty

the-disgraceful and illegal transactions in which Buona V'enturaMass has been engaged

in the Zanzibar dominions ; and a copy of the note of the Consul of France, and' also .

of this reply to it, Will be ferwarded to Her Majesty’s Government by the earliest ,-

opportunity. ‘
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 88;

-M. Cochet t0 Lieutenant—ColonelRigby.

Zaméibarz le 24 Novembre, 1859.
. LE Consul de France 21 Zanzibar soussigné a l’honneur d’accnser reception 5M. 1e

Lléeutenant-Colonel Rigby de la note qu’il lui a fait l’honneur de lui adresser‘ aujourd’hui
m me.

_ Apres en avoir pris connaissance le Consul de France prévient M. Rigby qu’il main-
tlent clans toute son étendue la protestation motivée par la pancarte calomniense et
Injurieuse pour M. Mas, Administré de ce Consulat, émanant du Consulat Britannique et
exposeé a la vue publique sur l’édifice de la Douane de cette ville pendant Vingt-et-une
heures, et le rend responsable des prejudices que pent occasionner a la maison de
MM. Vidal Freres et a celle de M. Régis, ainé, de Marseilles, l’interdiction faite par
M. le Lieutenant—Colonel Rigby’ aux ,sujets Indo-Britanniqnes de commercer vavec leur-
représentant a Zanzibar. I i r

, . Le Consul tle France, 7
(Signé) LADISLAUS COCHET.
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(Translation)

Zanzibar, November 24, 1859.

THE Undersigned, Consul of France at Zanzibar, has the honour to acknowlegige the
receipt of the note which Colonel Rigby did him the honour of addressmg to him this
da .
y After having given his attention to it, the Consui of France annoances to Mr. Rigby

that he maintains in all its bearings the protestatlon which was given rise to by the
calumnious and injurious placard against M1'.Mass, an agent In thls Consulate, Which
emanated from the British Consulate, and which was publicly exposed on the Custom-
house building of this town during twenty—one hours, ahd that he considers him respon-
sible for the prejudices Which may be occasioned agamst. the house .of Messrs. Vidal
Brothers, and against that of M. Régis, the elder, of Marseflies, by Lleutenant-Celonel'
Righy’s forbidding Indo—Britannic subjects from tradmg Wlth thelr Representatlve at
Zanzibar.

The Consul of France,
(Signed) LADISLAUS COCHET.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 88.

Lieutenant—Colonel Rigby to Sir C. PVootZ.

(Extract.) . Zanzibar, November 28, 1859..

WITH reference to my despatch, dated 21st instant; in which an. extract of a
letter is given as “ Extract N0. 4,” signed “Bu'ona ’Ventura Mass ” and “'A. Berar ,”
from which'it would appear that the latter individual had been in' partnership in a' Slave
Traffic with the former; I have the honour to inferm you that M; Berard :has since.
called on me, and solemnly declares that Buona Ventura Mass ofbtain'ed his-signatureito
that letter surreptitiously, on the assurance that it related only to a joint speculation in
purchasing oil seeds. He declares that he has never been engaged directly 101' indirectly
in the purchase of slaves, and that immediately he became aware that Massvwasemp‘loy-
ing the money he had advanced in the purchase of slaves .at Keelwa, he repudiatedithe
transaction. He states that he did not complain to the French-Consul, as the latter
would not attend to any complaints against MaSS.

M; Berard also states that he has sent complaints tq his own 'Government
against M. Cochet, the French Consul, for undue partialityshown to BuenaVentura'
Mass to the prejudice of his firm ; , he states that the Slave Traffic, carried on by Mass
is most injurious to the French trade at this port, as With the profits arising from it,
Mass is enabled to prevent any competition against him in the Purchase of produce for
shipment to France. L

As M. Berard, who is a “‘ Capitaine‘ au long cours” in the French Mercantile
Marine, bears the character here of being a strictly honourable merchant, and I have
never before heard his name mentioned in connection with the Slave Trade, I deem it
due to him to make this communication.

I have also ascertained that Mass shipped 600 slaves in the French ship
“ Pallas,” which sailed from here on the 27th February last. The slaves were collected
secretly, and sent in boats to the south end ofthe Island of Zanzibar, where the “‘ Pallas’?
took them on board. Two hundred of these slaves were supplied to Mass on contraC‘t’ by
an Arab named Suleiman bin Abdoollad. ' ‘ ' '
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, N0. 89.

Mr. Wdrd to the Earl-of MalmesburyE—(Received Februwfy‘ 21.)

My Lord, The Hague, February 17, 1859.

AMONG the petitions presented to the Second Chamber of the States—General

against the Government Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in the Dutch West India

Possessions is to be found one on behalf of English colonists, owners of, or interested in,

plantations in Surinam.
'

The petitioners use the strongest terms With resPVect t0 the proposed measure,

characterizing it as an almost complete confiscation of their property in Surinam, and

not hesitating to declare their belief that there is no example in any civilized State of a

project so destructive of the rights of property as the one in question ever having been

taken into serious consideration, even during the anarchy of a revolution.

In conclusion, they express their opinion that the Chamber will find sufficient in the

argument which they have brought forward to refuse their assent to the measure, or, at

least, to introduce into it the following amendments— ‘ t

1. That the amount of compensation shall he proportioned to the value of the

property of which the petitioners are about to be despoiled.

2. That it shall be paid in cash, and the project of the bank be set aside.

3. That the plan of Government plantations be not approved of.

4. That the emancipated slaves shall remain in the plantations where they are now

- established, until provision shall be made for a sufficient introduction of immigrants.

This petition is signed by R.Kirk,rC. Gray, G. Nicholson, G. M. Donald, Adam

Pearson, and Widow Farrier. ‘ .

I have, 8m. ' '
(Signed) 'WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

N0. 90. ,

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Malmesbury.——(Received May 3.) I

My Lord, ‘ ~’ _ The Hague, April 30, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your LordShip’s information, a copy of a letter

addressed to me by. the [Secretary of the British and Foreign Anti—Slavery Society,

requesting me to take steps for placing in the hands of His Majesty the King of the

Netherlandsa memorial from the Society, on the ' subject of the petition of certain

British subjects, owners of slaves in the Dutch, colony of Surinam, which, as I had

the honour of reporting to ‘ your Lerdsh’ip in, my despatch of the 17th February

last, was recently presented to the Second Chamber of 'the States" General of the

Netherlands. ' , t , i
‘ I. have accordingly transmitted the memOrial to the Baron de Goltstein, requesting

111s Excellency to take an opportunity of placing it in the hands of His Majesty.

Copies of my note and of the memorial are likewise inclosed.
I have, 8m.

(Signed) , WILLIAM R. WARD.
 

CLASS B.



74 NETHERLANDS.

Inclosure 1 in No. 90.

Mr. Chamerovzaw to Mr. Ward.

Sir, London, April 25, 1859.

I BEG to transmit, through the medium of one of our correspondents at The Hague,
the original of a memorial to His Majesty the“ King of the Netherlands, Which the
Committee of this Society has adopted on the subject of a, petition which has been
recently presented to the Second Chamber of the States—General of Holland, on behalf
of certain slave-holders in Surinam, being British subjects.

The Committee are desirous that their memorial should he placed in the hands of
the King without any delay. I addressed a letter to his Excellency Baron Bentinck,
requesting him to forward the same for presentation; but his Excellency has declined
doing so, pleading that his instructions preclude his Interfetence 'in such cases, but
suggesting that I should send the document to you. I have, therefore, the honour to
submit to you, with the memorial, the wishes of the memorial? and to beg that you Will
please to take the necessary steps for placing it in the hands of the King.

‘ (Signed) L. A. CHAMEROVZOW.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 90.

Mr. Ward to Baron dc Goltstein.

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Afl'aires, has the honour to
forward to his Excellency the Baron de Goltstein, Minister of Foreign Affairs, a memorial
to His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, on the subject of‘ a petition Which has been
recently presented to the Second Chamber of the States-Genenal of the :Netherlands on-
behalf of certain slave-holders in Surinam, being British subjects. , ‘

This petition has been transmitted by the Committeeus of the British and Foreign
Anti-Slavery Society to the Undersigned, for presentation to His Majesty

In requesting the Baron de Goltstein to take an opportunity of placing this
memorial in the hands of the King his Sovereign, the Undersigned, 8L0.

(Signed) "WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 90.

Memorial to the King of the Netherlands.
Sire, ,

THE attention of the Committee of the British and Foteign Anti—Slavery Society
has been directed to a memorial, bearing date December 1858, addressed to the Second
Chamber of the States-General 0f the Netherlands, by the representations of certain L
slave-holders in Surinam, and by certain other slave—holders, themselves British subjects.
Were these persons subjects of the King of the Netherlands, interference on the part of
the Committee might be unbecoming and intrusive. The memorialists, however, are not
only British subjects, but- they address the Netherlands Government in that capacity.
The Committee therefore respectfully submit that this fact renders it incumbent upon
them, as the representatives of a. society whose object is to accomplish the universal
extinction of slavery, to protest in the strongest terms in their own, name, as well as in
that of their constituents, against every attempt on the part of their ewn‘fellow country-
men to perpetuate the system in a foreign colony. ‘ , V“ »

The memorialists t0 the Second Chamber can scarcely be ignorant of the strong
feeling against slavery Which pervades the mind of the British public, nor doubt that their
pretensions will be viewed in England With disfavour, as an outrage upon the enlightened
humanity of the age and the Christian sentiment of the country. Yet in taking exception
to the vital clauses 0f the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in the Dutch Colonies, now
under the consideration of the Netherlands Government, they are obstructing the
pi‘ogress of a measure, the object of which commends itself to every friendof humanity,
and the speedy realization of Which, is ardently to be desired.

The ‘memorialists complain: 1st, of the inadequacy of the compensation money;
2nd, of the mode in Which it is to be paid; 3rd, of the contemplated establishment of
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Gavernment plantations; and 4th, they demand that the slaves shall be obliged to remain

upon the estates where they are now located, that their emancipation shall, not take place

under a given number of years, and not until a sufficient supply of emigrants has been '

rocured. V
p The Committeedo not deem it to be their province to Offer any observation upon

the project of the ,Netherlands Government, to which the memorialists take exception.

They rejoice that It Is seriously addressing itself to the accomplishment of the great work

of emancipation, and Sincerely trust it will not allow itself to be turned aside by the

opposition it may encountei' frem those who are interested in the maintenance of the

present system, and that 1t W111 stedfastly resist the importunate demands of the

memorialists. Deeply d the Committee regret that any British subject should be found,

at the‘ present day, owning slaves and slaves’ property in a foreign land, and aggravating

the shame and the disgrace by impeding the progress of a measure framed with a view to

give immediate freedom to those they unrighteously hold in bondage. Shameful is the

confession of those men that they own, in value, one-third of the whole plantations in

Surinam. Other British subjects there are whose names are not appended to the present

memorial, but Who also hold slave-pr0perty in Surinam, and are therefore involved in ‘the

censure which attaches to the actual memorialists. They are H. Wright, B. Lyon,

J. Lyon, J. Tyndall, Gr. B. Conolly, J. Robinson, B. Wright, J. E. Ellis, J. B. Barry,

W. Jackson, W. Christie, A. McIntosh, Gr. Fraser, M. BalfOur and heirs, J. Hamilton,

B. McCruden, J. Robertson, and T. Green. To these may be added the names of

Sir J . Young, Bart, of London, late High Commissioner of the Ionian Islands, owner of

Plantation Petersburg, of 625 acres, with 292 slaves, and Plantation Kent, of 1,000 acres,

with 329 slaves; and Messrs. M. F. Barry, of Boulogne-sur—Mer and Bath, owner of

the half of Plantations Alkmaar and Fredericksdorp. The Committee cannot forget that

the parties last-named, together With Mrs. Ferrier, of Glasgow, the owner of the other

half of Plantations Alkmaar and. Fredericksdorp, petitioned the British Ambassador at The

Hague in 1852, through the Messrs. Wittering Brothers, of Amsterdam, to use his

influence With the Imperial Government to obtain compensation for them, and for the yet

unborn children of the slave mothers they owned, whom it was proposed by a Bill,

’ then before the Netherlands Government, to declare free as soon as they should be

orn. .

The Committee will not dwell upon the various pleas these slave—owners urge in

support of their pretensions, but they consider themselves bound to protest against the

ealumnious assertion that the emancipated negro Will not labour for wages, which is

alleged as one prime reason for advising the delaying of emancipation until immigrant

labour can be obtained. The Committee are aware that there is a pretalent tendency of

opinion in favour of this view, and that it is said emancipation caused a deficiency of

available labour and consequent abandonment of estates, followed by a great depreciation

in the value of West India property. These allegations, hewever, have been triumphantly

refuted over and over again. It is even asserted, on the highest official authority, that

no estate in the British West Indies can be shown to have been abandoned for absolute

want of labour, though many properties have been permitted to go out of cultivation for

want of requisite capital. Equally uhtrue is it to attribute to emancipation any depre-

eiation which has taken place in the value of property in the British West Indies. It is

established beyond a doubt that for many years antecedent to that great and memorable ‘

- act of national justice, the monstrous mismanagement, of estates had involved them

inextricablyin debt, and that the abolition of slavery onlybrought affairs to a crisis,

scarcely hastening the ruin already then inevitable. ,

i 'It may suit the immediate objects of the memorialists to promulgate statements

which are directly opposed to well—ascertained facts; but in doing this they are only

following the example set by the West India Proprietary in this country during the

agitation for the abolition of slavery throughout the British Colonies. It appears to the

Committee that the memorialists have given up their own case, by admitting that “ as a.

condition of their possessions they had accepted the risks attending the institution of

slavery.” Surelyone of these risks was the contingency of emancipation, upon Whatever

condition it might ultimately be declared. They haire therefore,'according to their own

admission, no right to ask the Netherlands Goternment to ar'rest, for their benefit, the

progress of the important measures under consideration, nor to make them the objects

of special favour. Besides, and referring to the scale of compensation awarded, to Dutch

slaye-holders in British Guiana under the British Emancipation Act, the utmost they

clann. at the outside is the rendering back of “ an equal measure of justice to the English

coloinsts of Elirinaiii.”_ The Committee submit most-respectfully that these persons have

,no nght to expect, still less to demand,.a1arger compensation than is to be awarded to

the Dhtch slave—holders. It is to be presumed that in fixing the amount of 30mpensation,
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theNetherlands Government, has been guided by, the experience of competent judges of
the actualzvalue of slate property in Surinam- The British slavegholders have cast in
their let- with the Dutch proprietors, and are bound to ablde by the declsien 0f the
Government which recognizes their claim :to compensation.

The Committee would observe; that the case of the memorialists is not strengthened
by the use they make. of, the consideljatien Which uideqy-the British, Government in
adopting compensation as a principle of their Act off, mancl'p‘atlona and m .reguiating the
amount of it. The fact is notorious,»that a considerable number ef'th'e Ant1:SlaVeI-'y party
in thiscountry, including 'Some members of the Cothm‘ittee ’ Who nhite m the present
address, were totally opposed to cempensatiOn,belieVmg:_, at any One was entltled tq’it,
that. person was the slave. _ But even were the Cemmxttee to admit that Compensatlon
ought to be a principle of emancipation, they'respectfully submut‘thathtl's'h‘Slaveaholders
in Surinam have no claim to be placed in‘ anexceptiona’l eateo‘ery. ‘ ' ‘

‘In this_opinion therC‘ommittee are strongly ,cenfirmefl hy the, very decided_ views
expressed by the Earl of Malmesbury in 1852;611 the occas1on of the shameful apphcation
made on behalf of Si? J01m Young and, others, through the Messrs. Wittering Brothers,
of Amsterdam, already referred to. On that occasion the Earl Of Malmesbury, then
Foreign Minister,_adclressed these memorable words to the British Ambassador at The
Hague, and instructed him to lay the whole correspondence befOre Baron van Zuyler van
Nyevelt :—-“ You willfsay, first, that HervMajesty’s Government have no sympathy with .
British subjects who own slaves in foreign countries; and secendly, that they think the
emancipation of slaves is so much more important to the welfare of the human race than
the interests 0f any British subjects who "may consider they are entitled to compensation
forlossesgsustained in consequence of the emancipation of slaves in foreign countries, that
far from throwing any obstaclein the way of any other G0ve1'nment which may entertain
an intention of,e1nancipating slaves, they'wi’ll nétr‘dai’m compensation torlosses sustained
hy'Briti‘sh‘snhjects’ through the enactment ofl'laws by any fqreign eountei'es'wis, thatin
case of emancipation, they shall be placed on the same fe'otin‘g as 'slaveuholders‘wheé are
subjectsor citizensofjthe emancipating country.” In these sentiments, save in so far as
the principle of compensation ‘is involved, the Committee most cordially concur, and would
ask What new‘ circumstances have arisen to warrant the preferring of so disgraceful a
request as that which. is now again addressed to the Netherlands Government by these
same British slave—owners.

The memorialists demand that emancipation shall not take place till a sufficient
supply of immigrant IahOur has been securei Here V again they furnish arguments
against themselves. They are at ’considerable pains to demonstrate that neither Africans, .
Indians, Chinese, nor Portuguese can be procured, save at an expensevtmhieh places
immigration out of the question. It (must be admitted that they establishtheir case, and
it would be doing themgi'eat injustice not to allow them the fullbenefit of "their qwn
conclusions. But if they foresee the failure of immigratiOn in‘te thelDutch colonies, "with
What degree of consistencycan they require that the Netherlands Government shall delay
emaneipation until immigration has rendered them independent of 'thejcmole labourers ?
Would not this be tantamount to an indefinite..poStpone1nent of the V whole guestiOn?
In replyto the objections of the memorialists to} the )reyisi’Ons 0f the proposed mea‘snre
for maintaining industrial, habits amongst the liberatelii Slaves, ’ it may be 'sq' ested that
the obvious remedy for the inconven’iénbe they "profess to ‘antieipat‘e’ is, t'o’ho’l out proper
inducements to the negroto remain upon the estates. It is a recognized fact that any
inconveniences which the planters of the British colonies may have been subjected from a
want ' of‘la‘h'o‘nr, ‘m’a‘y‘ be traced irr "'alm'ost-every case-to their own misconduct. Let the
Surinam planters but treat the emancipated slaves as men, justly, humanely, not with the
cruelty the 111emorialists admit is practised Upon them, and they will find no difficulty in
phtaining labour. At least this is the general testimony borne by competent witnesses
In our \Vest India Colonies.‘ N0 system 6f ‘apprentieeship will meet the anticipated
dilemma which the slave-holders in Surinam profess to fear; and it is in bold defiance of
facts the memorialis‘té assert that the system came to a premature close, in the sense of
havmg been terminated too'soonj-i’n the'British Qolvonies. :111,]:3riti§11,(i};uiana; the termina-
tion of, the- apprenticeship -systemy-Was,.the zonly, solutidli gt a stateyof things .which ‘
threatened the very existence Of: the ; eiolony. In one or mere 9fthe. ather‘colonies. the
planters would not avail themselves of it at all, and found their advantage iri ‘th‘i’sgeeurse.
None should know these facts better than the memorialists. The picture they have (Irawn
of thegaglvantages of the negro would enjoy under the system of apprenticeship advocated
by them is therefore purely imaginary. A similar one was painted by the opponents 0f
en1anc1patlon in this country. Freedomcannot bepartialn» (It must‘be absolute or it is
nothlng but a delusion. In cenclu's‘ion, the Cemmittee, while again referring to the
despatch of the Earl of Malmesbu‘ry abate queted,‘ as laying down what they conceive tQ
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be the only principle upon WhiCh the, claims of the memorialists ought to be adjusted,

would beg leaverespectfifliy to, submit the following copy of a circular despatch, addressed

by the Earl of Clarendon, in 1.856, to all Her Majesty’s Consuls, for their guidance.

(Follows despatch of January 19, 1856.)

The Committee conceive that they might, upon such grave authority as this, Venture

seriously to call in question the xightef the memorialists to assert any claim at ‘all for

cempensation; but, evenwere suchright indisputable, it is clear that they have no moral

justification for preferring a request which is calculated. to embarrass the Netherlands

Government, and to impede its efforts to effect the abolition of slavery. ‘

That these efi'orts may be eminently successful and favoured with the Divine blessing

is the sincere Wish of the Undersigned. . , . ‘

On behalf of the, Committee, ‘
, " (Signed) THOS. BINNS, Chairman.

V L. A. CHAMEROVZOW, Secretary.

27, New Broad Street, London, April 6, 1859., , '

 

No. 91.

. Lord J. Ritesell' to Lard Napier.

My Lord, ' ' , Foreign .‘Ofice, October 22,1859.-

I TRANSMIT herewith for lyeur Lordship’s information a copy of a note which I

have addressed to Baron Bentinck, &c., in reply to one from him announcing the

abolitien of slavery in Netherland India. . _ ‘ _
’ ‘ 11am, 8m.

(Signed) " J. RUSSELL.

 

Inclosure in No. 91.

Lord J. Russell ta Baron Bentinck..

M. '19; Minist‘re, , ‘ Foreignrofice, October , 1859.

> I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant,
inclesing a copy of a decree published by the Governor-General of Netherland India, by

, which slavery is abolished in those possessions.
. , Ihave to request you, M. le Baron, to convey to your-Government the best thanks

0f HerfMajesty’s Government fer the communication of this‘intelli'gence, which they
have received with unfeigned Satisfaction.

‘ I beget the same time that you Will offer the cengratulations of Her Majesty’s

Government upon the publication of this act ofjustice and wisdom.
' v ’ I am, 810.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 92.

Lord J. Russell to Lord, Napier.

My Lord, 1' Foreign Ofice‘, January 31, 1860;

. WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 18th instant, I transmit
herewith, fortyoeur information, copies of despatches as marked ,in the margin,* to and
facial Her Majesty’s Consul at Surinam, relative to British subjects holding slavesin that
e‘ tony. . . t

I am, 85c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

’5 Nos. 95, 96, and 98.
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No. 93.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, February 23,1860,

WITH reference to my despatch of the 3181; ultimo, I transmit to you here-
With for your information copies of a further. despatch and its; inclosure’ from Mr. Munro,
Her Majesty’s Consul in Surinam,* reporting the purchasp by Mr. Hugh Wright, a
British subject resident in that colony, of another estate With 156 slaves 011 it.

I likewise iuclose a copy of a despatch which I haVe adflressed to Mr. Munro upon
this subjectf ' ,

I am, 8m.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 94.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, February 25, 1860..

I TRA'NSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch
from Mr. Munro, Her Majesty’s Consul at Surinam,1 reportiqg the circumstances under
which a seaman, who was recognized as a runaway slaw belonging to‘ the Dutch
Government, was taken from on board the British schooner “ Adonis,” on the arrival of
that vessel in Surinam. '

I likewise iuclose a 'copy of a despatch which I have adq'iressed to Mr. Munro With
reference to this case.§ .

I am, 8w.
(Sigm‘ed) J. RUSSELL.

 

*No. 99. + No. 100. 1 No. 97. §No.101‘.
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No. 95.

Lord 'J. Russell to Consul Munro.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, August 16, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a letter and its inclosure from the British

and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, calling the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to

an extract from the “ Surinam Gazette ” 0f the 7th of May last, recording the transfer

to a. British subject of the name of Wright of five plantations, together with 22.34 slaves,

and I have to desire that you will furnish me with a full and particular report 1n regard.

to this alleged purchase Of slaves by a British subject; _ - -

You will perceive that this Society has also called the attention of Her -Ma3esty’s

Government to the proceedings of certain British subjects, slave-holders ix} Surmam,

who have memorialized the Netherlands, Government against ‘the measures in contem-

plationlby that Government for the emancipation of slaves in theDutch Colonies ;~ia_nd

lhave to desire that you will report to me generally upon the case of these British

sub'ects. , '

J In order that you may understand the bearing of the British laws in regard to the

possession of' slaves by British subjects, I inclose copies of the Acts 5th Geo. IV., cap. 113,

and 6th 8: 7th Vict., cap.- 98, which relate to this subject. ' I &
' am c.

(Signed) ’ J. RUSSELL.
 

Inclosure in No. 95.

Mr. Chamerovzowrto Lord J. Russell.

My-Lord, 29, New Broad Street, July 18, 1859.

I BEG, on behalf of the ; Committee of the British and Ferei‘gn Anti—Slavery

Society, to call your attention tothe‘accompauying extract from the “ Surinam Gazette ”
of the 7th May ultimo, the original of which is in the Committee’s possession, recording
the transfer to One H. Wright, 3. British subject resident in- Su'riuam, of five" planter

tions; two of which, namely, Plantations Sporksgift and Lodewijksburg, have been so

transferred with 234 slaves, the former having 120—54 men. 66 women ;' the latter 114

—-'74 ‘men and 40 women. These estates, With the slaves, were sold ' for the creditors of

a Mrs. A. Cameron, 3 Dutch lady, the Widow of a Scotchman, under an order of the

Supreme Court of Justice of Surinam, and are now the property of the said H. Wright.
According to- the 6th & 7th Vict., cap. 98, this transaction subjects the said

H. Wright to the pains and penalties of the 5 Geo. IV, cap. 101 ; and the object of the
Committee in addressing you is to ascertain Whether Her Majesty’s Government ‘is'
phepared to make any representation on this subject to the British 00115111 in Surinam,

,W1th a view to the prosecution of the said H. Wright for violating the laws of this
country for the prevention of slave-trading by British subjects.

, The printed document, which I also inclose, is a cepy of an addressfrom the
Comrmttee recently presented to the King of Holland on the subject of a memorial
subtnitted t0. the Second Chamber of' the States-General by certain slave-holders in
$urmam: British subj ects from whom the Dutch Government is experiencing considerable
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opposition to its projected measure of emancipation. Their names are set forth in the
Committee’s address to the King, a copy of which was forwarded to the Right
Honourable .the Earl of Malmesbury, on the 14th April ultimo, and the Committee
deeply regret to find amongst them that of Sir John Young, late High Commissioner of
the Ionian Islands, who, on his return, received a signal mark of favour from his
Sovereign. The Committee have reason to believe that amongst these British slave-
holders in Surinam are many who, as well as the said H. Wright, have violated the
statutes already cited, and the Committee would respectfully suggest that Her Majesty’s
Government shouldi institute an inquiry, through the medium of the British Consul, into
the circumstances under which the said British slave-holders acquired their slave-pr-operty.

The Committee believe that the effect of such an inquiry would prove most salutary
in its eli‘eets, and though it might not result in causing the British slave—holders in
Seriuaui to give up their preperty, it would operate to prevent other British subjects
from settling in that district of Surinam contiguous to Berbice, called Nickerie, which
has been paroeiied out in lots, on speculation, with a view to (attract British capitalists
to the spot

I have, &C.
(Signed) LOUIS ALEXIS CHAMEROVZOW, Secretary.

 

i

No. 96.

Consul Munro to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received December 2.) I _

My Lord, . , , V Surinam, October 10, 1859.7
I HAD the honour of' receiving, on the 9th September, your Lordshipfs despatch

dated the 16th of August last, with its inclosures, from the‘British and Foreign Auti-
Slavery Society, with regard to the purchasing of slaves by' H. Wright, a British
subj ect, as also regarding the other slave—holdi‘ng'British subjeets.

‘ Mr. Hugh Wright Came into this colony With his late uucle, Mr. Hugh McLeod,
about the year 1836, from Demerara, the latter having purchased at the time Plantation
Burnside, a cotton estate, with upwards of 300 slaves, in the upper districtrof Nickerie,
now called Coronie; the said plantation, about four ' years afterwards, was sold to the
late Thomas Gray. Mr. McLeod having about the same time bOught plantation New
Accanoribo, a coffee and plantation estate in the Commowyne river, with about 250
slaves attached. About the month of March, 1843, Mr. Hugh McLeod died, leaving
Mr. Hugh Wright, with others of‘ his family, heirs to his pi'operty. Afterwards, at
different periods, Mr. Wright bought several other estates, with slaves attached. In
1854 he purchased the cotton estate Leydenshoop, with a gang of 140 slaves attached,
but the negroes refusingto have him for a master, he got permission from the Court to
dispose of them separately and in families. The estates of Mrs. Adam Cameron he
purchased at execution sale, on the 25th of March of this year, With pm. 392
slaves attached, as also the wood ground Hanover, on the 9th September last, With
about 230 slaves attached; which makes him owner of upwards of 1,700 slaves. I»
believe he has gone on purchasing. under the idea that .he, being a burgher of Surinam,
is therefore not amenable to British law, asalso on the plea that heis not purchasing
slaves, but merely the properties on which they are attached ; and no doubt would, in
the event of a prosecution being entered against him, have t'ecourse to naturalization
as a Dutch subject. » ‘

With regard to the parties who signed the petition to the States-General of
Holland, first was Mr. Kirk, nephew of the late Dr. James Balfour, of Nickerie, who
died in 1841, leaving two fine sugar estates, with a wood ground, having in all about
800 slaves, attached and private. Mr. Kirk, with other members of his family, inherited
the whole of his property, the greatest part of .which has fallen into the hands of
Mr. Kirk by inheritance and transfer. , '

Mr. G. Macdonald became purchaserof Plantation Moy in 1853, from the heirs of
tIhe leite Alexander Ferrier, of Glasgow. Mr. G. Macdonald died about the 28th Of
une ast.- .

Mrs. Farrier and family inherited, in 1848, from the late ’Alexander Farrier, the
half share of Plantation Alkmaar and Frederiksdorp, having in all about 600 slaves
attached; the other half proprietor is the minor, T. B. Parry, of Bath. These properv
ties were in possession of Messrs. Ferrier and Parry, seniors, since 1827. ,

Mrs. C. Gray, of Plantation Burnside and Potosi, inherited these estates, with
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abOut 500 slaves,«in "1856, from her deceased husband. The former estate .was purchased

in "1840, the latter estate in 1854,.with about 150 slavesattached. , '

= Mr. George Nicholson, of Plantatien Hampton Court, Nickerie, has been owner of

said property forlupwards of aforty‘years; I' have- been informed that the petitioners

had- no desire tQ' retard :the measure of‘ emancipation, but will the .contrary,r0n1y-

demandingaifair and just compensationfor what'they'estee‘med as their property. Of -

those parties mentioned in the address of thesBl‘itish and’Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to

His MajeSty the King of the’Netherlands‘mauy aredead; those living are JoshuavLyon,

he- has been": o’wnei- of Plantation SuSaninas‘daal since 1838.- ” "His”son, Barnet Lyon,

became propietor- of’ éPlantation r'Iag'tlust; 'with 220 negroes, in‘ "1848,- by' purchase.

James Tyndall purchased, in 1842, Plantations L’Esperance, with 96 slaves; his father,

the late Joseph Tyndall, had been settledin' Nickerie for upwards. of forty years. He

died in %84.5,~1eavin'g his estate, = the Nursery, with about : 400 slavesg'to Mrs. Tyndall

and fami V; ' ' . . t ' ‘ -~

,JoSeiDh Robinson lately left this colony for‘Holland. He purchased, in 1846, the

Coffee estate Hugten Trorue, With five slaves. In 1852 he bought, at eXecution,

the Plantation Sara Maria, with about fifty slaves,;and,sold‘ altogether last year to the

proprietors of Plantation. Dordri-echt; ; ' '- , t .

R. Wright possesses no slave—property inthis colony. T. C. Ellis is proprietor of

Plantation Gondmyn, some time previous to'1'843; ’ ‘

' William Christie has been resident in the colony upwards of fiftyyears, and has

been a holder of slave property for the greatest part of the time.

George Fraser inherited. his slaves from his father. ,, Mrs. Taylor Hamilton inherited

her property from her husband. ' ' , »

George Cruden is a Creole, and a Netherlands subject. , ,

»Th0mas Greed hecameiiproprietor of the half share of Plantation ,Boxel (sugar

estate);,.fa11d ha1f5Plantation Maryshope, (cotton estate),in ~1,855,'bytpurchase, both estates

having in. ;all about 300slaves~ attached; , . - , '

{_Johi1i;Macyki-ntoshj ,(Nickerie), has vbecome . part proprietor of an estate With a few

slaves attached, through, marriage, his Wife having inherited ithemjfrom her.father, the

late James Garden, of' Huntly. 7 , ‘ . g . ‘ t \ -

, SirJ‘ohn‘ Young’s eonnecfitionwith slaves in this colony has . originated through. his

father, the late Sir: William, Young, whohad' been for many years connected with this

colony while -,;trading under theflrm of McKillop and Young, and as‘rActing Curator

" forvthe Bankaof England, holding mortgages upon many properties-here, most of which

have of late years-been closed. V ‘It is much to be regretted that the parties then here,

holdingHer. Majesty’s Commission as Slave Commissioners, at the time of the publication

of the; Act of 1853, for the more effectual suppression of the, Slave Trade, did not make

the same publicly known to the British subjectsiu this colony, as then such a thing as

ignoranceof such a law, existing could not ‘be p1earled,-and it isvto be hoped that the

measure of emancipation, proposed by the Dutch Government willspeedily be carried

through, which, will put- an end :to such unlawful transactions on the partaf British

subjects... ' '
. Ihave,&c.t _ ‘ ,

(Signed)fl _' _D_;.*C, MUNRO.

 

‘No. 97.

Consul Munro to Lord J. Russell.—((Received January 2:)

My Lotti; ' ' ‘ ' ‘ -Surinam,'-Deceniber1,1859.

% QN EFriday _aifterneoi1,_ the. 27th V'Novervfiber‘, 'the British schooner *“ Adonis,” of

‘GeorgeTown, Demerara, 1- ‘Maiishall, Master, was elearedgoiit at the public‘ofIiCes
here, to'sail that afternOOnfor Demarara With a cargo ‘of sugar and- gin; while alongside

0f the: weigh—house: stelling,» and during'the! time the; Master 'was busywith his crew
gettmg 32th? anchors up, the Captain was spoken tq from onshore by the Lieutenant of
Pohce,.w110' asserted that there Was 'a slave on board,'which the Captain denied; but ‘he,

supposing there was suspicion; that some slave from on shore might be there, replied, if there
was. he; could {take him; On which the Lieutenant of Police, with two policemen,

boarded the vesSel and seized holdiof' one 9f the sailors named John Smith, shipped at
George Town, Demerara, andwalked him“ off to prison, he having formerly been a slave

belongmg 1%the Dutch Government,‘ and had made escape from the Government
LASS . '
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steamer “ Paramaibo” while in Demerara for the mails about twelve months ago. The

Captain and broker having come to report the case, I advised them to apply to the

Procureur-Geueral for the restoration of the sailor, John Smith, to his vessel. The

Procureur-Geueral informed them that he would give them an answer in half—an—hour,

on Consulting with his Excellency the Governor. Later in theevening the Procureur—

General sent me, by the Commissary of Police, a ruessage, if I would do him the

pleasure of calling upon him, which I did; he'then Informed me that the sailor was

arrested and put in custoéy without his sanction. or'knowledge, but. that the sailor,

Smith, was now anxious to remain With 1115 family,v1f I would sanction his discharge

from the vessel. I informed him that the Master of the vessel must be consulted, and

should he be willing to give, and the sailor to take, his discharge, it was alone then that

I was permitted to sanction such, which in the present .case‘ I feared I would not be

sufficiently justified in doing, as, in the recently manumitted colony of Demerara, it

would be at once alleged that the man was forced to achnowledge willingness to

remain. ' I impressed upon the Procureur-General the proprlety of at once putting the -

man Smith on board the vessel wherefrom he had been so unjustifiably taken ; and as

the Government seemed willing to forgive the man they ceuld ofi‘er him a free. passage

back to Suriuam on board one of the Government steamers, which he coincided with, and

went afterwards to the Governor for his advice and sanction. His Excellency also

agreed, and in about an hour afterwards the seaman Smith was again put on board of his

vessel, which left this port the following mormng for Demerara; Still some of the

authorities esteem it as an act of grace and clemency on their part, as he was a Govern-

ment slave; but if he had been-formerly private property they would have no authority

or right in sanctioning his leaving this colony again, especially if the owners demanded

their interference; or that such were found walking about oh the streets. They even

suppose the police authorities would have the right of taking such a returned runaway

from ‘on board a vessel if in their ports or harbours. Should such a case occur, as

there are many runaways from this colony in Berbice and Demerara, your Lordship

will much oblige by informing me how to act under such circumstances, especially that

the greater part of the schooners and craft trading from Demerara to Surinam and

Cayenne, never have Articles of Agreement with their crews, or muster—rolls, so as to let

it appear What the crew consists of.
I have, &c.

(Signed) D. C. MUNRO.

 

No. 98.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Munro.

Sir, Foreign O_flice, January 27, 1860.

I I HAVE received and have referred for the consideration of the Law Officers of the

Crown your despatch of the 20th of October last, reporting the circumstances under

which Hugh Wright and certain other British subjects are slave-holders in Surinam.
I have to 'state to you in reply, that it appears to Her Majesty’s Government to be

clear, from the statements contained in your above-mentioned despatch, that Mr. Wright

and other natural—born British subjects resident in Surinam, have been guilty of a viola-

tion of the statue 6 8L 7 Vic., cap. 98, by. buying slaves in that colony, and have by

reason thereof rendered themselves liable to a criminal prosecution whenever they shall

be found within British jurisdiction. .

With reference to the latter part of your despatch I have to observe, that the fact

of .the statute of 1843 not having been published (if that were possible) by Her Majesty’s

Slave Trade Commissioners in Surinam, or of the British subjects holding slaves having

been ignorant of it, is immaterial in a legal point of view, although of course ver‘y material

in considering the question whether, in the event of the offender being within British

jurisdiction, any prosecution should or should not be iustitutedt -

I have, therefore, to instruct you to make known to all British residents in Surinam

the strict provisions of the law, and the determination of Her Majesty’s Government to

enforce it.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
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N0. 99;

Consuthum'oto Lord'J: Russell.—(Receivéd February "1,, 1860.)

My Lord, ‘ Surinam, December 31, 1859. '

I HAVE hereby the honour to communicate to your Lordship that Mr. Hugh

Wright, a British subject, has again yesterday bought Plantation. Bentshope, with about

1156 slaves attached, for the sum of 30,000 guilders; said estate was sold at execution

sale, and belonged to the heirs of the late John Bent, MessrsuFarwell and othersa of

Totness.
‘ ‘ ‘

Herewith I inclosethe Gbxrernment advertising paper with a notificationof' the sale»

and puréhaear, and a translation. V t

I have, 8m. ,
(Signed) " D. C. MUNRO.

 

Inclosure in No. 991.,

Notification-
(Translation)

' » At the Bar of the Court, Friday, December 30, 1859. '

. THE Plantation Bentshope, with all attached, situated, to the WarappaCreek,

belonging to JohnBent now his Boedel—30,000f.'—H. Wright. ' '

 

No. 100.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Munro.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 23, 1860.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 27th ultimo, and to your despatch

of the 31st of December last, reporting that Mr. Hugh Wright had purchased

another estate with 156 slaves on it, I have to instruct you specially to war'n that person

of the penalties Which he has incurred by this further violation of British laws.

 

I am, &0. .
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

No. 101.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Munro.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, February 25, 1860.

I HAVE received and have referred to the Law Officers of the Crown, your

despatch of the 1st of December last, reporting the circumstances under Which a

seaman, who had been recognized as a runaway slave belonging to the Dutch

Government, was taken from on board the British schoOner “Adonis” on the arrival

' of that vessel in Surinam; and I have, in reply, to observe that, as the case of the

seaman in question was amicably settled by the Dutch authorities returning him to the

“Adonis,” it will not be necessary that I should furnish you with any instructions with

reference to this case. .

With regard, however, to that portion of your despatch in which you infer that the

decision of the Dutch authorities might have been different if the runaway slave had
been the property of a private individual, I have to state, for’ your information and

guidance, that if a British vessel enters the port of Surinam, having on board one or

more sailors, being natural-born Dutch subj ects, and who by the laws of Surinam were,
and still are, slaves, the Dutch authorities will be justified, in arresting and taking such

- sailors out of the vessel, and that there can be no just complaint on account of such a

proceeding on the part of the British Captain, or of Her Majesty’s Government.
: I am, 8m. ,

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
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No. 102.

Consul Munro to Lord J. Russellz—(Received March 16.)

My Lord, ' - Surinam, February 16, 1860;

I HAVE hereby to report that a British subject”, Mrs. Charlotte Gray, born Cort,

widow of the late Thomas Gray, of Plantation Burnside, in this colony, now resident in
Lon on, has had purchased for her, and in her name, the cqtton estate, Hope, situated
in t e district of Coronie, to which are attached eighty-five slaves; said estate was
nurchased at execution sale on Friday last, the 10th day of February, for the sum of
173,600 guilders. Herewith I incluse the Government advertising paper, containing a

notification of the sale and purchaser, with a translation. ‘
I have, 8:0.

(Signed? D. C. MUNRO.

 

Inclosure in No. 102.

Notification.—Public Auction.
(Translation)

Before the Bar of the Court of Justice, Friday, February 10, 1860.

THE Plantation Hope, with all attached, situated in C(pronie, belonging to Cathe-
rina Susanna Medici, wife of Frederick Wilhelm Faerber-m13f600fl—Widow Gray.
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No. 103. ,

Mr. Doiia to Sir O. Wood.—(Received August 28.)]

Sir, ‘ _ Camp at Sultaniah,’Jul-y ‘26, 1859.

IN consequence of representations sent to me by Captain Jones, the British

Resident at Bushire, that several instances of importation and successfui landing of

slaves had lately taken place at Lingah, I addressed a letter to the Minister for Forelgn

Affairs, of which I have-the honour to inclose a copy for your perusal. ( y. 1
His Excellency, in compliance with my request, promised to issue mstruetrons

to the Prince GoVernor of Fars to guard against. the future recurrence of simllar

proceedings. ' ’ . , ‘

I have the honour to inclose a translation of his Excellency’s answer to my

Communication on the subject. , . . V , , y
I have, 85c;

(Signed) . V WM. DORIA..

 

Inclosure 1 in No“. 103.

MhDor'ia to Meerza Said Khan.

July 21, 1859.

- IT has again become my duty totrouble your Excellency 011 the subject of the-
Slave Trade which is openly carried on within the territory of the Chief of Lingah in
the Persian Gulf. ‘ ' ‘

I have the honour to inelose a list of vessels whichit has been ascertained have-
lately carried slaves to Lingah, and which have been successfully landed and taken?
beyondreach of being discovered. ‘ ‘ ‘ e v _ 'V y

This has been effected through the evasive answers given by the Chief of Lingah,
when first applied to by the Slave Trade Commissioners. "

The criminal conduct of the Chief of Lingah is deserving of signal reprehension.
From the 'inclosed’ extraCt, addressed to Captain Jones by the British Agent at

Lingah, your Excellency will observe that the Chief of Lingah; hasneither answered
his communication or granted him an interview.

I have to bring to your Excellency’s knowledge another case of open breach of the
regulations, with reference to a buglah'called the “ Sahab ; ” this vessel was boarded
and searched by the competent authorities while off the coast of, Oman, near Muscat.
A slave was founa on board, who the} owner pretended had’been in his possession this
ten years. This it is impossible to believe, because the slave could speak no language;
but his native tongue. Mereover, he was not furnished with the necessary passport, as
laid down by paragraph 2 of the Agreement made by the Persian Government, “ that
slaves who have been heretofore in Persia‘wishing teg'eby~ sea to Mecca or' India, must;
procure a passport from the officers at the head of the Passport ‘Ofiice jat' Bushiref’ .

The {Slave Commissioners, notWithstandi‘n‘g this? infraction of‘ the ;,regulations',,
refused to co—operate withthe’English officer, and the vessel was allowed ‘tq‘ proeeed on
her voyage; the vessel belongs to merchants‘of Lingah‘. ' 1 ' i y

‘In bringing these circumstances under the consideration of ' your Excellency, with
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view to the immediate suppression of this nefarious Trade,_ I beg to call to your

Excellency’s' recollection that it was only seven months since, by His Majesty the

Shah’s command, that a letter was addressed to the authorities for the suppression of the

Slave Trade, for the further prevention and better guarding against the introduction of
slaves, I therefore have to urge upon your Excellency the necessity of taking immediate

steps to insure the future obedience to the instructions and orders issued by the Persian
Government, and I venture to recommend to your Excellency that the Chief of Lingah

should he visited by some special mark of His Majesty the Shah’s displeasure.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 103.

Meerza. Said Khan to Mr. Doria.

(Translatibn.) July 26, 1859.
' AFTER fully understandihg your letter of the 21st, rethrring‘ to the behaviour of

the Sheikh of Lingah, and the non-fulfilment 0f the instructions issued to the
Commissioners, regarding the exportation of slaves, "which it was their duty to carry
out, and the other question regarding the Captain of the vessel named “ Sahab,”
it has become necessary to state to you in reply, that the Persian Ministers have been,
and are always ready to act in accordance With the Articles of the Treaty concluded
between the two High Powers. ’ This affair which you allude to, if' it should prove to be
correct, is of course contrary to the desire of the Persian Government, and it hasarisen
from the recent change of Governors i‘n Fars. His Royal Highness Sooltan Moorad
Meerza had not then assumed the Government, and had issued no orders regarding. the
administration of the said province and its seaports. V

Strict orders necessary in this case'have been issued, in order that any offence Which
may have been given by the Sheikh of Lingah or others, may be investigated, and
punishment administered to the offenders, in accordance with the Articles of the
Treaty; and likewise that an arrangement maybe made to insure proper order being
observed for the future, of which arrangement the Persian Ministers are to'be informed.

As it Was necessary that you should be informed of the orders issued in this matter
by the Persian Ministers, I have troubled you With this letter.

 

No. 104.

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Doria,

Sir, India: Ofice, October 20, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to inform you, in reply to» your letter of the 26th of JuIy last,

that the letter Which you addressed to the Persian Secretary for Foreign Affairs, respecting
$59 iglportation of Slaves allowed by the Chief of Lingah is approved by Sir Charles

00 .
I have, &c.

(Signed), > G. CLERK.

 

No.1.05. ‘

Mr. Doria to Sir C'. Waad.——(Received November 1:9.)

811', . , Camp near Tehran, October 17, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to inclose for your information copy of Meerza Said Khan’s

reply, With its two Inclosures, which his Excellency has favoured; me with, in answer to my
communication, transmltting to his Excellency a report Sent to me by Captain Jones
from 1-351sh1re, relative to the importation of Slaves in the Gulf; setting forth the
calpabihty of ‘ the Chef of Lingah in. sanctioning the clandestine. landing of slaves
Within his terntory, and their ultimate departure into the interibr‘. ‘

Notmthstandmg theassurances from the Persian authorities in Fare, addressed to
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Meerza Said Khan, .I cannot feel otherwise, than persuaded that the information

fiunished by Captain Jones is materially correct, and I shall take an early opportunity to

bring under Meerza Said Khan’s consideration, that an active and sincere co-operation

with the English authorities on the part of the Persian officers appointed for the

suppression of the Slave Trade in .the Gulf, is the only certain mode of insuring success

in their undertaking.
I have,.&c.

(Signed) WM. DORIA.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 105.

Meerza Said Khan to Mr.‘Doria.

(Translation) September 13, 1859.

I HAVE understood the contents of your letter of the 5th instant, in which you

state that fifty-one slaves had been landed at the Port of Lingah, and that the Sheikh of,

that place had failed to deliver them up. I have also carfully perused the copy of the

letter written by the Resident at Bushire. _ .

In reply, I beg to state, that in consequence of your first communication, I had

written to the authorities in Fars to make a careful investigation into the facts, and should

it appear that the Sheikh of Lingah was implicated in the matter, to bring him severely

to account, and prevent him from‘again engaging in a proceeding which was at variance

with the Agreement entered into by the Persian Ministers. About the same time when

your letter reached me, I also received the answers of the authorities 'in Ears, in which

the articulars are mentioned. As a perusal of these papers Will put you in possession

of al the details, it is unnecessary that I should recapitulate them here. I inclose copies

, of them herein.
, Notwithstanding this, as the Persian Ministers are most desirous to carry out the

agreement which exists between the two Governments, fresh instructions of a stringent

nature have been issued by them to the authorities in Fars to use their best endeavours

in preventing any contravention of the above Agreement.

Whatever they may reply on this subject will be communicated by me to you.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 105.

The Prince Governor of Furs to Meerza Said Khan.

Translation.)
I HAVE received your Excellency’s letters by the courier of the 1st of Moharrem

and I have understood their contents. Meerza Mahomed Ali has also shown me the

copies of your Excellency’s correspondence with the English Charge d'Aifaires.

' With regard to the matter of the slaves, which 'you wrote in strong terms about,

MeerzaMahmood Khan (the Persian Slave Commissioner) havingjust arrived here when

your letter reached me, I sent for. him and made inquiries into the question. It appeared

that some time since the English officers made a statement to him on this subject, and

accordingly he investigated the afi‘air, but could find nothing to prove the case. Meerza

Mahomed Ali has reported the particulars to you, with which you will become acquainted.

I have again given strong injunctions to Meerza Mahmood Khan and to Meerza Koochook,

Whom I have despatched to Lingah to act as superintendent there, to exert themselves in

order to prevent any infringement of the regulations in this matter. '

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 105.

Meerza Mahomed Ali to Méema Said Khan.

(Translation)

May-I be your sacrifice. _ _ August 16, 1859.

I HAVE received by the courier of the 12th of August, the letters Which your

Excellency wrote to me on the 3rd, and I have understood the instructions they contained:

With regard to the conduct of the Chief of Lingah and the want of attention on the

part of the Persian authorities to the fulfilment of the regulations regarding the Slave
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.Trade, and also With reference to the proceedings of the Captain of a bughal 'named ,
“ Sahib,” which, having been represented to your Excellency’by the English Mission, you
communicated to the Prince Governor and to myself, with instructions for me to ‘be
vigilant in the matter, it fortunately happened that Meerza Mahmood Khan, Who has for'
a. long time been superintending these afl'airs, under orders from the Persian Government,
and who had placed one of his subordinate ofiicers at the Port of Lingah to put a stoP to
this Trade, having received permission to come to Sheeraz for three months on sick leave,
had just arrived in this city.

The Prince Governor summoned him to his presence and made inquires on the
subject. He stated that, sometime ago, a, communication to the above effect having been
made to him by the British authorities, he had sent one of his officers to investigate the
matter, and one slave was found on board the bughal, the Captain, of Which brought forward
a number of witnesses to prove that this slave had been for years in his possession, that
he had a Wife then living in his house, and that he had not been recently imported.

With this exception no slaves were found on board. The Prince therefore gave
strict. orders to Meerza Mahmood Khan and also to Meerza Kopchook, Who is proceeding
to Lingah on the part of the Prince, to attend most carefully to this matter. He further
commanded Meerza Mahmood Khan, on his return to Bushire, to proceed himself to
Lingah and there to investigate fully the question; and to give strict injunetions on this
head. Meerza. Koochook is to reside at Lingah, and therefore. there is no likelihood of
any neglect being shown in the matter. * ‘I have presumeé‘i to state this for your
Exceflency’s‘ information. " > L ‘ '
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No. 106,

Mr} Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(Received April 5.)

My Lord, Lisbon, March 30, 1859,

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that in the sitting of the Chamber

of Peers ofthe 26th instant, Count Thomar rose and called the attention of the Chamber

to what had taken place with reference to the questionof the “ Charles et Georges,” on

the occasion of the discussion on the Address in answer to the Royal Speech.

His Excellency said that, acting upon the documents presented by the Portuguese

Government, and under the supposition, founded upon them and upon the Ministerial

speeches, that Portugal had met with the most complete neglect on, the part of England,

in this question, which Great Britain ought to consider as her owu, and in 'which she

could not refuse firm support to her faithful Ally, he had, as a true and patriotic Portu—

guese, stig-matised and censured the inexplicable conduct of the English Government

towards Portugal, and that he had done so under the conviction that such neglect had

actually taken place; but that upon seeing in the papers relating to this case, Which

were presented to the British Parliament,” the proofs that the English Government had

from the very commencement offered their good offices to the Portuguese Government,

and. had actually put them in practice to the extent of eliciting their acknowledgments

and thanks for the same, as stated in a document Which he would read to the Chamber,

and which statement had not been denied by the Government ; he felt bound, conscien-

tiously to declare to the House that he therefore withdrew the censure which he had

' without foundation imputed to the English Government, as being entirely unmerited,’

according to the uncontradicted confessions of the Marquisde Loulé, and that he reserved

his judgment upon the proceedings of the English Government in this case, until such,

time as the actual Cabinet, whose attention he now called to the documents published in.

England, as he had done that of their predecessors, should elucidate the question by

stating how far the assertions of the English Government were correct.

Coimt da Taipa made some observations tending to impugn the declaration of Count.

Thomar, and after some further Conversation the subject dropped. , '

The paper referred to by Count 'Thomar is my despatch to your Lordship of this-

series dated the 22nd November, 1858, and published under N0. 66 of the Correspond-L.

ence presented to Parliament. ‘ I ,
. I have, 8m.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 107.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Howard.

St», ' ' ' Foreign Ofice,April7, 1859.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your infermation, copies of a despatch and its inclm

sure from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope,* reporting what

passed in the Mixed Commission Court on the occasion of a question put by the Portu-

”‘ Class A, presented 1859, No. 58.

CLASS B.
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guese Commander to Commander Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” as to whe-
ther that officer considered that he had a right in the execution of his duties for the
suppression of the Slave Trade “ to enter the bays, rivers, and creeks, in the Portuguese

_ territories.”
I am, 8w.

(Signed) ~MALMESBURY.

 

No. 108.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 8, 1859.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith a. copy of a. despetch from Her Majesty’s

Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope} relative to a. question which has arisen
between Her Majesty’s Commissioners and their Portuguese Colleagues as to whether
an Arbitrator once? elected by ballot for the adjudication of at ease should undertake the
arbitration throughout that case, or whether as each point of difference occurred there
should be a. new ballot for the election of an Arbitrator.

You‘will see, on referring to the correspondence a's noted in the .marginj- that a,
similar question arose in the year 1849 between the‘British and'l’ortuguese’Commissioners
in the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda, when 'both the British and Portuguese
Governments placed on record their Opinion that an Arbitrator once elected should'be the
Arbitrator throughout the case.

I have accordingly to instruct you to remind the Portuguese Government of these
facts, and ybu will request that instructions may be sent to the jPortuguese Commissioners
'at the Cape of Good Hope in the same senSe on this point as it has already instructed
those at Loanda.

'I am, 8w.
(Signed) MALMESBURY. y

 

No. 109.

The Eafl ofMalmesbury to Mr. Howard.

Sir, _ Foreign ‘Ofice, June’B, I859.

‘ I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a. despetch from ”Her Majestyfs
Commissioner at Luanda} inclosing a copy of the sentence pmnounced by the Court of
Relagéo at that place on an appeal from the judgment of the Juiz de ‘Direito, in the
case of the notorious elave—ttaderBenito Derizans. ' I ,y (. ~

As this person has already escaped from Lisbon, the sentencejiDSO far as he is
goncerned, is not of much importance, butI have to call yeur special attention to it as
laying down a. rule Which Her Majesty’s Government cannot but consider contrary to the
spirit and letter of the Treaty between the two Countries for the suppresSion of the.
Slave Trade. , ' » ,

You will therefore make an immediate representation upon the subject. to the
Portuguese Government, who I am persuaded will not allow an interpretation to_ be put
upon law_s whlch have been passed with the object of putting an end 'to the Traffic in,
Slaves, If such interpretation be calculated, as in this instance, to afferd a. direct
encouragement to slave-dealers. ‘

I am, 8w. ‘ .
(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

'3'. Class.,A, ”No. 29. ‘ ,

, ‘i‘ Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Howard, October 26, 1849; 'Mr.‘Howa,1‘d to 'Viscount Palmerston,
Febrilarcy 14:38:10. 5§See Slave Trade Papers presented to Parliament, Class B, pp. 271 and 280.)

ass . o. . ‘ ' ‘ i
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1510.110;

Mr. Howard 10- theEarl of Malmesbury,—(Recez'ved Jane 25.)

My Lord. ‘ 'Ijisbon, June 18, 1859.

INGLOSED I have the honour of transmittingto your~Lordship a copy of a- note-

which I addressed under yesterday’s date to the, Duke of Terceira, containing the

representation Which I was directed by your Lordship’s despatch‘ of' the 8th instant to

make to the Portuguese Government, on thesubject of the sentence of Court of Relaeao

of Loanda on an appeal in the case of the notorious slave—trader Benito Derizans.
I have, 8:0.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 110.

7 Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terteim. , >

M. 1e Ministre, Lisbon, June 17, 1859».

IT, is my duty, in compliance with instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, to

bring under your Excellency’s notice the .inclosed sentence of the Court of-Relaga'o of

Loanda on anappeal from the judgment of the Juiz. de Direito in the case of the well

known slave-dealer, Benito Derizans. ‘ _

As this person has already escaped from Lisbon, the sentence, in so far as he is con-

cerned, is not of much importance. It acquires, however, a peculiar importance, as laying

down a rule Which Her Majesty’s Government cannot but consider contrary to the spirit

and letter of the Treaty between the two countries for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

That principle is that the penalties imposed for smuggling are to be applied to the crews

of vessels equipped for the Slave Trade, and that in order to render these delinquents

liable to the punishment awarded in the 19th Article ofthe Decree of the 10th of Decem-

ber, 1836, it is necessary that slaves should actually be on board the vessel at the time of

capture. This judgment is founded on the 7th Article of the above-mentioned Decree.

I beg your Excellency’s attention to the arguments by which the provisions of that

Article, which refer exclusively to the examination by the civil authorities of vessels

fitting out in the ports of Portugal to navigate to Africa, and the penalties incurred by

' the parties concerned in such vessels if found With articles designed for the Slave Trade,

are applied to individuals found on board ships detained on the African Coast com-

pletely equipped to receive slaves. '

For particulars respecting the condemnation of the “General'Pierce,” and of her

crew (including Derizans), I beg to refer your Excellency to my note of 4th April, 1857,

and to further correspondence of that year. It will be sufficient fer me to recall here

that he was in reality the captain and principal manager of this and of several other

slaving enterprises, that he was cendemned by the Tribunal of- Loanda on the 7th June,

1856, to serve three years without pay on a vessel ofthe State, as an accessory to the

offence of slave—trading. Finally, the said sentence was reversed by that now cem-

plained of, which assimilates his offence to that of smuggling and not to that of piracy,

0n the'ground of the absence of proof of any overt act of* having conveyed slaves. ' '

The last paragraph of the 9th Article of , the Treaty of 1842, between our two-

Sovereigns, after enumerating certain articles of equipment, declares the existence of such

on any vessel to be primd facie’evidence 0f the actual employment of that vessel in the-

Trafiic of negroes. By the 15th Article, that Trade is declared piracy, and Portuguese-

who shall take a part therein are to be subject to the most severe secondary punish.

ment. ' ‘

The sentence of23rd February, 1859, appears therefore to be not only an incorrect

interpretation of the Decree of 10th December, 1836, bat in’ direct contradiction. to the

Treaty of 1842.’ It cannot .but have the most pernicious reflect in regard to the final

eradication of the Slave Trade inthe Portuguese'pOSSessions. It is'to be feared that if

slaveadv'entures can be conducted by Portuguese subjects without other risk,“ until the

slaves are actually embarked, than the loss of the money which may be employed in

fitting out. theirexpeditions, and a trifling fine, manyyunprincipled men 'will readily be
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found to engage in a pursuit which offers to them the prospect. of such great pecuniary
advantages as invariably follow the successful issue of transactions of thls.description.

I feel convinced that the enlightened Government of HIS Most Falthf'ul Majesty
could never have contemplated such an interpretation of the law as has now fer the first
time, been established‘by the Court of Relaqfio at Loanda, and I do not entertam a doubt;
but that a knowledge of the facts which I have now the honour to report, Wlll produce
measures calculated to remove the existing defects in the Portuguese legislation on this '
unfortunate matter, and to deter notorious criminals like Benito Derizans from engaging
in a Traffic solemnly prohibited by the Treaty betwgien thin, gym Crowns. ,

' . ava , c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 111.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Malmesbury.—'—(Receiyed June 25.)

My Lord, Lisbon, June 18, 1859.
IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the '

8th instant, I this day addressed to the Duke of Terceira .the note of which I have,
the honour to inclose a copy, requesting the transmission by the earliest opportu-
nity of instructions to the Portuguese Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, to be
guided by the recorded opinions of both the Governments of Great Britain and Portugal
in respect to the election of an Arbitrator in cases of differences between them and the
British Commissioners in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 

 

Inclosure in No. 111.

Mr. Howard to the Duke of Terceim.

M. le Ministre, I Lisbon, June 18, 1859.
A QUESTION has arisen between Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of

Good Hope and those of His Most Faithful Majesty, as to whether an Arbitrator once
elected by ballot for the adjudication of a case should undertake the arbitration
throughout that case, or whether, as each point of difference occurred, there should be a
new ballot for the election of an Arbitrator. '

Your ExCellency will perceive, on referring to the correspondence of the year 1849,
that a similar question a’rose in that year between the British and Portuguese Commis-
sioners at Loanda, when both the British and Portuguese Governments placed on record
their opinion that an Arbitrator once elected. should be the Arbitrator throughout the
case.

The British Commissioners informed those of Portugal, in a case brought before the
commission last year, that, in 1831, the opinion of the King’s Advocate had been
given to the effect that a Commissioner of Arbitration having once been chosen in a.
particular case, he is the proper.pe1;son to whom all subsequent matters of dispute in the
same case ought to be be referred, and they pressed on their colleagues their desire to
abide by that opinion. ' . ' " ,

To this the Commissioners and Arbitrator of His Most Faithful Majesty declined to
agcede, expressing their determination not to proceed with the business rather than
a” opt it. ” ‘

This course of proceeding appears to be directly at variance with former
assurances received from the Portuguese Government._ In consequence of representations
from that of Her Majesty in the case of the ship “ Galianna,” Count Tojal, then Minister
for Foreign Afi'airs, informed Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afl‘aires, by a nbte dated February
7, 1850, that “ the necessary orders were about to be issued to the Commissioners of
Loanda, that in the event of an equal number of votes on any question, or in event of a
difference of opinion between the two Commissioners, the stipulations ofthe IVthArticle
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of the Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, be exclusively attended to, the

first Arbiter named serving to decide‘any difference of opinion which mayarise with

reference'to the same question.” ' , . , _ ,

‘ This being communicated by the Portuguese Government to their Commissioners at

Luanda. a minute was entered in the book of that Commission, to the effect that,

according to the construction of the Slave Trade Treaty taken by Great Britain and

Portugal, an Arbitrator once elected is to be the Arbitrator throughout the case in_whnh“

chosen. ' ' ' " ' ' , , ‘

These decisionshave been communicated to the Portuguese Commissioners at the

Cape. They, however, refuse to alter their former views, unless they receive instructions

from Portugal. . - -- ~ . y .

In order, therefore, to prevent any further obstruction of business, I have thehonour,

in compliance with the instructions which I have received frOm Her Majesty’s Principal

Secretary of State for Foreign Afl‘airs, to request that your Excellency will give'iustruc—

tions, by the earliest opportunity, to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioners at the

Cape that they shall be guided by the recorded opinions of both the Governments of

Great Britain and Portugal on the pointat issue. '
I ayail, 8w.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

”No. 112.

Lord J. Ruesell to Mr. Howard.

Sir, . - Foreign Ofice, July 4;, 1859.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th instant, inclosing a copy of a note
Which, in pursuance, of instructions from Lord Malmesbury, you addressed to the

Duke of Terceira on the subject of the judgment of the Court of Relaefio at Loanda,
in the case of the notofiousslave-dealer Benito Derizans, and I have to acquaint you,
that I approve the representation addressed by you'to the Portuguese Government in
this matter. ‘

I am, 8m. .
(Signed) J. RUSSEL .

 

No. 113.

Mr. Howard to Lord J. Ruésell.+(Received July 22.)

My Lord, ‘ . ‘ Lisbon, July 14, 1859.
IN acknOwledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch ofrthe 4th instant,

acquainting me with your Lordship’s approval of the note which, in pursuance of
the Earl of Malmesbury’s instructions, 'I addressed to the Duke of Terceira 011 the
.17th ultimo, relative to the'judgment of the Court of Relagao at Loanda, in the case
of the notorious slave-trader Benito Derizans, I beg to, state that I reCeived, on the .
11th instant, a note from his Excellency of the date of the 6th, informing me that he
had already brought the contents of my note to the knowledge of the Minister of
Marine, and that he hoped to be enabled shortly to send me a reply.

, Ihave, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 114.

Mr. Howard to L‘ard "J. Ruseell.—5(Received1Auyust 127.),

MyLord, - . Lisbon, August 2‘, 1859:

WITH reference to my despatch of the 18th of June last to the Earl of,

Malmesbury, I have the honour to inclose a copy and a translation oan.note of the

28th ultimo, which I have received from the Duke of Terceira, acquamtmg me that;

instructions, in the sense desired by Her Majesty’s Government; are about to be issued

to the Portuguese Commissioner in the Mixed‘Portuguese and Bntish Comm1ss10n at the

Cape of Good Hape, in respect to the election of_ an, Arbitrator. in, cases. of dlfl'erenee

arising between him and. the British Commissioner.
I have, &c.,

(Signed) . HENRY F HOWARD.I

 

Inclosure in No. 114.

‘The Duke of Tercez'm to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) ‘ Palace, July 28, 1859..

I HAVE before me the note which you were pleased to address to me on the 18th
of June last, in which, referring to, the difference of opinion which had lately arisen

between the Portuguese and British Members of the Mixed Commission established at

the Cape of Good Hope, upOn the interpretation which ought to be given to Article IV of

Annex B to the Treaty of 3rd of July, 1842,‘ in that part which treats of the naming ofan

Arbiter to decide upon any difference of opinion between the respective Commissioners,

you request, in the name of your Government, that instructions be sent to the Portuguese
Commissioner in the said Mixed Commission to observe in this case what has already!

been decided upon between the two Governments of Portugal and‘ of Great Britain. .
In reply to your said note I have the honour to state to you that, as in 1850, it was

decided, With reference to the Mixed Commission established at Loanda, that, in the

event of a casting-vote being required in any decision, or of a difference of opinion

between the two Commissioners, the Arbiter first appointed in accordance with the
said Article IV of Annex B should be the one to, decide upon all points in which a
difference of opinion might arise having reference to the case under discussion; the
necessary instructions are now about to be issued to His Majesty’s Commissioner at the
Cape of Good Hope, to the effect that the same principle be observed there, not only
from the necessity of harmonizing the labours of the two Mixed Commissions, but also
in consideration of that being, the most reasonable interpretation of the above—mentioned
Article IV of Annex B. '

Your above—mentioned request being thus complied with,‘ as preferred on the part
of your Government, I avail, 8m.

' (Signed) DUKE OF TEECEIRA.

 

. No. 115.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, August 16, 1859.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 6th instant, I have to acquaint you

that there is no record in this Department of any communication from Count Lavradio
regarding the permission granted to Senhor Flores ‘to return to Angola.

1 am, 8w. .
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
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No. 116.

Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.’——(Received September 13.)

My’LOl‘d, Lisbon, September 6, 1859.

M. VAN ZELLER, the Agent of the Royal Mail Steam-Packet Company here,

informs me that the police officer who visited the passengers Who arrived a few days agé

by the Company’s packet “ Tasmanian,” and have since been in quarantine, senttto him

this day a negro Who had not paid his passage nor was provided with a, passport, having

escaped from Rio de Janeiro. , .

The negro, Whose name is André, M. Van Zeller says, is about 24: years of age, his

owners are stated to be José Joaquim Lima e Silva. e Sobrinho, and his profession that of

a cook. - ' Z '

M. Van Zeller, on examining him, found that he had embarked at Rio on board the

“ Tasmanian,” at 7 o’clock on the day of sailing, unknown to the Captain of the vessel,

having purposely run away On account of bad treatment, that he had concealed himself on

board until the vessel had sailed, and afterwards passed himself 011' during the voyage as

a. passenger’s servant. On M. Van Zeller renouncing a11 claim to passage money, the

negro was taKen to the Civil Governor of Lisbon. '

By the laws of this country, and more particularly by the Law of the 18th of August,

11856 (a capy and a translation of which were transmitted in my despatch of the

26th of that month and year to the Earl of Clarendon, and Which, moreover, is published

at page 318 of the Parliamentary Slave Trade Papers, from April 1, 1856, to March 31,

1857), all slaves belonging, to foreigners landing in any port or anchorage _of the

Kingdom of Portugal, or of the archipelagoes of Madeira and of the Azores, are

considered free. ' , '

Should there arise any necesssity for calling the attention of the Portuguese

Government to the stipulations of this law as regards the negro Andre, I will not fail

to do so.
I have, «Szc. '

(Signed) ' HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 117.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, September 8, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the accompanying copy of a

despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at L0anda,* containing a, report

on' the State of the Slave Trade at that plaCe and in its vicinity, for the year 1858.

' ' am, Sac.I _
‘ (Signed) - J. RUSSELL.

 

No.1 118

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard. '

Sir, Foreign Oflice, October 5, 1859;

I_’ 'TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a. copy of a despatch from

Dr. L1v1ngstone, Her Majesty’s Consul at Quilimane,+ relative to the measures taken by

Portuguese and French subjects to carry on the Slave Trade,
I am, &c.

(Signed) J.’ RUSSELL.

 

"‘ Class A, No. 59. 513510.136.
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No. 119.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 22, 1859.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your ififormation, a copy ofa despatch from Captain

Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, relative to the eountenance alleged to be-
given by Portuguese authorities to 'slave-trading proceedings ohIthe E2? Coast of Africa.

am c.
(Signed) ’ J. RUSSELL.

 

Inclosure in N0. 119. ‘

Captain Rigby to Mr. Anderson, July 25, SI 59.

[See Inclosure in No. 86.]

 

No. 120.

Mr. Howard in Lord J. Russell.—(Received Oetober 22.)

(Extract) ~ Lisbon, October 15, 1859.
I THINK it as well to state that the fugitive slave Anfiré, from Rio de'Janeiro,

Who formed the subject of my despatch to your LOrdship of the 6th ultimo, was
placed in liberty by the Civil Governor of Lisbon, before‘ whom he was taken on
his arrivalt and remains at large in this capital under supervision of the Police.

JIt does not appear that any inquiries have yet been made- concerning him from Rio
de aneiro. ‘

 

No. 121.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard.

(Extract) Foreign 017m, October 26, 1859.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 22nd instant, inclosing a copy of a.

d’espatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, I have to instruct you to bring to the
notice of the Portuguese Government the facts reported by Captain Rigby, and in
doing so you‘ Will state to the Portuguese Minister that Her Majesty’s Government
do not doubt that the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty Will visit with their
severe displeasure those Portuguese Officers who, in defiance of the stringent orders
of their Government, havebeen guilty of conniving 'at the iniquitous Traffic in Slaves.

 

No. 122.

Lord J. Russell to MrLHoward.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 31, 1859.
_ IN my despatch of the 5th instant, I transmitted to you a copy of a despatch

whlch I had received from Dr. Livingstone, Her Majesty’s Consul at Quilimane, giving
an account of certain Slave Trade proceedings carried on in that neighbourhood with
the connivance of the Portuguese authorities.
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Although the proceedings referred to by Dr. Livingstone took place as far back

as the end of the last and the commencement of the present year, the accounts recently

received by Her Majesty’s Government, show that Portuguese subjects and. Portuguese

authorities are still engaged in carrying on the Slave Trade. 1,

Ihave to instruct you to, communicate the substance of Dr. Livingstone’s report

to' the Portuguese Government, andyou will at the same time represent to the Portu—

guese Ministers that these Slave Trade operations, besidesedepopulating the country,

and thereby depriving it of a source of Wealth, are perpetuating barbarism in regions

which Providence has supplied with prodigal liberality with all the means for commerce

advantageous to Europe and civilizing to Africa. ' '
a I am, 8m.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 123.

Mr Howard to Lord J. Russell.——(Received November ’13.)

(Extract) . Lisbon, November 6', 1859.

INCLOSED I have the , honour of transmitting a, copy of , the note which I
addressed to the Duke: of Terceira on the 3rd instant, bringing to his notice, the
case reported by Captain Rigby; Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, of a shipment of a
cargo of 1,200 slaves iii an American vessel under Spanish colours, from a bay a few
miles to the south of Ibo, and repeating your Lordship’s observations on the subject
of it. .

I have likewise Called the Duke of Terceira’s attention verbally to the subject of
my note.

 

Inclosure in No. 123.

Mr. Howard to the Duke of ’Te-rceim.

'M. le Ministre, ' _ Lisbon, NovemberB, 1859.

IN compliance with the instructions which I have received from Her Majesty’s.
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I have the honour to acquaint your
Excellency that a despatch has reached Her Majesty’s Government from Captain Rigby,
Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, reporting that he had received authentic information

that on the 24th of August last, a large American ship, under Spanish colours, shipped

1,200 negroes foreconveyance to Cuba from a few miles to the south of Ibo, , on the East

Coast of Africa, and that all the boats belonging to Ibo were employed in conveying

them to the ship ; and also that the Portuguese Governor of Ibo received a fee of ten
dollars for each negro embarked, part of which amount he distributes amOngst the
various officials of the port. ‘ ' -

It further appears from the information received by Captain Rigby that, since the
' Sultan of Zanzibar has so strongly forbidden the export of slaves from his ports in
foreign ships, Ibo is the chief market from which they are shipped, which cannot be
done without the connivance of the local Portuguese authorities, and that the above-
mentiened case of a large shipment is by no means the only one which has taken place
within the few last months from that port. ‘

The practice observed on such occasions is said to be that the slavers call at Ibo and
make all the necessary contracts and arrangements with the local agents for receiving
cargoes of slaves, stand out to sea again, and afterwards ’return within a certain period.
A point on the coast having been agreed upon, and the slaves and provisions having been
eollected at the appointed, time, the slave-ships on their return to Ibo, seldom remain long
111 port, but ship their slaves and leave the coast a few hours afterwards. The slaves
thus shipped are stated. to be‘taken by land about thirty miles south, and shipped in a
.smell bay called Poona, It is described as having a very narrow entrance, and ships
msuie it cannot be seen by a vessel out at sea. '

_ In thus bringing. to the notice of your Excellency the. facts reported by Captain
Rigby, I am directed by Lord John Russell to state that Her Majesty’s Government do

CLASS B. ' ‘
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not doubt that‘the Government of‘Her‘ Most Faithful Majesty will visit with their severe
displeasure those Portuguese Officers who, in defiance of the stringent‘orders of their
Government, have been guilty of connivinglat the ilquuitiIHS Traffic in. Slaves.

avaf &c.
(Signed) HENRY 1?6 HOWARD.

 

No. 124.

Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received quember 21.)

My Lord, . Lisbon, November 13, 1859.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 6th instant, I have the. honour to inform

your Lordship that I yesterday received a note of the 9th instant from the Duke
of Terceira, acquainting me that he was about to bring to the knowledge of the Minister
of Marine the contents of my note of the 3rd, relative to the shipment, as reported by
Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, of 1,200 negroes from the neighbourhood of Ibo, with
the conni'vance of the local Portuguese authorities; and that he awaited his ExcellenCy’s
answer, which he would not fail to communicate to me. '

' I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 

 

No. 125.

Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.——(Received November 21.)

My Lord, Lisbon, November 16, 1859.
IN execution of the instructions contained. in your Lordghip’s despatch ‘of the 31st

ultimo, I addressed to the Duke of Terceira, on the 13th instant, the note. of which I
have the honour to inclose a copy, communicating the substance of Dr. Livingstone’s
Report, of the 4th of March last, relative to certain Slave Trade proceedings carried on
in the neighbourhood of Quillimane with the connivance of the Portuguese Authorities,
and representing the evil effects of those Operations.

I have this day verbally called. the'attention of the Duke of Terceira, and of General
Ferreri, the Minister of Marine, to this note, as well as to that which I addressed to the
Duke 011 the 3rd instant, relative to a. large shipment of negroes from Ibo, and have '
received from both those Ministers the assurances, that they will take every means in
their power to prevent the'~ revival of the Slave Trade in the Portuguese African
possessmns. ,

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

’Inclosure in No. 125.

Mr. Howard, to the Duke of Terceira.

M. 1e Ministre, Lisbon, November 13, 1859.

IN my note of the 3rd instant it was my duty to lay before your Excellency the
information received by Her Majesty’s Government from Captain Rigby, Her Majesty’s
Consul at Zanzibar, in a. despatch of the 1st of September last, relative to a. shipment of ‘
1,200 negroes for conveyance to Cuba, from a bay near Ibo, on the east of Africa, with
the participation of the Governor of that place. '

. . In compliance with the further instructions which I have received from Her Majesty’s
annclpal Secretary of State for Foreign Afi'airs, I have now the honour to bring to your
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Excellency’s notice the information contained in a despatch, dated Tette, the 4th ofMarch

of this year, from Dr. Livingstone, Her Majesty’s Consul at Quillimane, respecting certain

Slave Trade proceedingsoarri—ed on in that neighbourhood with the connivance .of the

Portuguese authorities. ‘
Although the proceedings referred to by Dr. Livingstone took' place as far back as

the end of the last and the commencement of the present year, nevertheless Lord John,

Russell considers it desirable that His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government should be

made acquainted with them, as the accounts more recently received by Her Majesty’s
Gavernment, as communicated in my above—mentioned note of the 3rd instant, show that

Portuguese subjects and Portuguese authorities are still engaged in carrying on the Slave

Trade. V ‘ , ,

In Dr. Livingstone’s desPatch in question, he reports that about the beginning of

October, 1858, an intelligent native pilot informed him that a cargo of slaves had been

dispatched a few days before from Massengave or Sangave, a prayo or farm situated in

the mouth of the Maindo, a river lying some 15 or 20 miles south of the entrance to

Quillimane. The person who-shipped them is a Senhor Cruz, a resident in Quillimane and

. the owner of the farm. The proceeding had caused considerable uneasiness in the class

to: which the pilot belonged, namely, the 'calavos or serfs, for Senhor Cruz has forced ' his

sister-in—law to part with her domestic slaves in, payment of ' a debt, and had exported

them. AS household slaves and serfs were believed to=enjoy the privilege of rarely being.

sold except for crimes, the above-mentioned shipment had raised an alarm, but it was

- hoped that, through the influence of Major Secard, the example-would not be followed. up

the Zambesi. Information was also obtained from the Portuguese themselves, that

Senhor Cruz had made a contract with‘certain parties in Bourbon, to furnish several.

hundred slaves, to be exported. as free emigrants, at so much per head ;r but, being aware

of the prevailing disposition ofthe parties to slander each other, Dr. Livingstone says

that he had hesitated to report in a despatch the ensuing revival of the slave-hnnting in

the countries north-west of Quillimane, in order to the fulfilment of' the contract, until he

could feel positive that the representation might confidently be relied on.

It is now, he proceeds to say, notorious that Senhor Cruz ships cargoes ofslaves regularly

from the Shaindo, in French vessels, and the merchants at Tette acomplain that he is so

plentifully supplied with money as to be able to purchase up all the goods that came to

Quillimane, and that he will not part With them for anything but slaves, or food uSed in

exporting them. These merchants have no chance of selling their ivory except at a

ruinously low price, and will probably be forced to bring slaves to ’Senhor Cruz instead of

carrying on lawful commerce. ,

Senhor Cruz has an active agent for collecting slaves at Shupanza, named Senhor

Francisco, and a Portuguesewoman left Tette on the 3rd~of March, 1859, Witha cargo of

‘ slaves in irons for that depot. A feint was made to‘catch her after she had left, but the

n Governor of Quillimane was conveniently ill at the time, and all understand the- meaning.

of his connivance in Cruz’s dealings too well to hinder them. . > '

Dr. Livingstone observes, that it is painful to witness the infatuation with which the;

Portuguese again commence the Trade which ruined their power and commerce in‘ the

region in question; and that it might truly be said that they labour for a. trifle and

neglect fortunes lying at their feet. He could, he says, rise from his despatch and collect

many cartloads of indigo, growing as a weed in the streets of Tette, but that it would all

be allowed to rot, or be burned off as a nuisance. '

In thus having ,the honour to communicate the foregoing information, I have been

, directed by Lord John Russell to represent to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government that

these Slave Trade operations, besides depopulating the country, and thereby depriving it of

a. source of wealth, are perpetuating barbarism in regions which providence has supplied,
with prodigal liberality, with all the means for commerce advantageous to Europe and

civilizing to Africa. ‘ ' _ I avail, &c.
(Signed) V ' , HENRY F. HOWARD, ‘
 

No. 126, a _

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Howard.

Sir, v Foreign Ofice, November 26, 1859.

II TRANSMIT to you the accompanying extracts of a letter from' Commander
Oldfield of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra ”* relative to the Slave Trade in the Mozambique

* Class A, Inclosure in No. 162.
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Channel, and I have to instruct you to make known to the Portuguese Government the

substance of that part of Commander Oldfield’s report which shows the extent to Which

the Slave Trade is carried on from the Angoxa river, and from the other parts of the

African coast situate Within the limits claimed by the Crown of fortuial.

’ am c.
(Signed) ’ J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 127.

Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russellt—(Received December 4.)

My Lord, I ‘ Lisbon, November 25, 1859.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 16th instant, {I have the honour to
inclose a copy and a translation of a note of the date of the 22nd which I' have
received from the Duke of Terceira, stating that he had brought Amy note of the
13th instant relative to certain alleged Slave Trade proceedings in the neighbourhood of
Quillimane t0 the knowledge of the Minister of Marine, in erder to he enabled to reply
to me, but assuring me in the meantime that His Most Falthfiul Majesty’s Government
would not spare such individuals as might be foundiihmplicaged in that odlous Traffic.

, ave, c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in N0. 127.

The Duke of Terceira to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) . Palqce, November 22, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note Which you were pleased
to address to me under date of the 13th instant, relative to certain Slave Trade
operations said to have been effected in the neighbourhood of Quillimane, and at which
it is presumed that the Portuguese authorities have connjved.

Having given the most serious attention to What you state in the ‘above—mentioned‘
note, I thought it right to bring the same to the knowledge of the Minister of Marine,
in order that he. may enable me to reply to you; but Ican in the meantime assure you
that His Majesty’s Government will not spare such as may be found implicated in that
odious Traffic.

I renew, &c.
(Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA.
 

N0. 128.

I Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 14.)

My Lord, . Lisbon, December 5, 1859. ‘

HEREWITH I have the honour of transmitting a copy of‘ a. note Which I yesterday
addressed to the Duke of Terceira, bringing under his notice, in compliance with the
instructiOns contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 26th ultimo, the substance
of, that part of the Report of Commander Oldfield, of Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,”
therein inclosed, Which shows the extent to Which the Slave Trade is carried on
from the Angoxa river, and from other parts of the African Coast,"situate within the
limits claimed by the Crown of Portugal.

, I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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Inclosure in No. 128.

Mr; Haward to the Duke of Terceira.

M. 1e Ministre, ’ ’ Lisbon, December 4, 1859.

IN compliance with instructions from'Her Majesty’s Government, I have the honour

to report to your Excellency the following information, dated April and May of this year,

derived from Commander Oldfield of Her Majesty’svship “ Lyra,” showing the extent to

Which the Slave Trade is carried on from the Angoxa river, and from other parts of the

African Coast, situate within the limits claimed by the Crown of Portugal.

A French brig obtained 200 slaves at Angoxa. about, that time; also two dhows

arrived at Comoro from thence, and were shipped, together with others, from the neigh—

bourhoood of Quiloa. Two or three dhows (one of them the 0“ Eleonora”) were also

stated on unquestionable authority to have arrived on the coast of Madagascar from

Angoxa. since October, 1858, carrying respectively 450 and 350 slaves. In oneof the

cases the Sultan himself shipped 80, and on a large portion of the remaining number of

slaves shipped, he received head—money (at the rate of 4515 per head) 44$ being the price

paid by the receivers (Frenchmen). ,

Besides these shipments, four, ifhot more dhows (it is believed nine), have run cargoes

of slaves either to or off the bays on the north-west coast of Madagascar, or to Comoro,

for shipment on board French engage’ ships; One of the four dhows, which are known

with certainty, being the personal property of his Highness, as likewise the cargo.

2,000, if not more, slaves since October last, nine dhows and two ships, have, to

Commander Oldfield’s certain knowledge obtained cargoes from the rivers Angoxa, Saint

Antonio, Tegungo, Linyimga, and Monia. Those from the last named places are generally

transshipped to Angoxa for ulterior shipment. V
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY, F. HOWARD.

 

N0. 129.

Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.——(Received December 22.)

MyLord, -. . , Lisbon, D/ecember 10,’ 1859.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 5th instant, I have the honour to transmit

herewith a translation of a. note of that date, which I this day received from the Duke

of Terceira, stating, in reply to my note of the 4th, relative to certain Slave Trade

operations on the East Coast of Africa, reported by Commander Oldfield «of Her Majesty’s

ship “ Lyra,” hat the Portuguese Government do not cease to employ every means for .

the suppression of the Slave Trade, that he had immediately communidated to the Minister

of Marine the information I had conveyed to him, with a view to the institution of the

necessary inquiry into the case, and that he reserves to himself to acquaint me with the

measures to be taken. _ .

’ I have, 8m. '

(Signed) ’ , HENRY F; HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 129.

The Duke of Terceira to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) ‘ V Palace, December 5, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receiptof the note Which you were pleased

to address to me under date of yesterday, acquainting me with the information received

by your Government relative to certain Slave Trade operations, said to have been efi‘ected

fmhngoxa, and: other Iiorts in the Portuguese possessions on the Eastern Coast 'of

ca. ~ ' . v , . »

Having taken note of what you state in your above mentioned-note, it is my duty

to say-to you, that His Majesty’s Government do not cease in the employment of every;

' means for the extinction of the Slave Trade,, and. with regard to the information to which
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you refer, it was immediately communicated by me to .the Minister of Marine, in order
that the case may receive the investigation that it requn'es, reservmg to myself to make

known to you such measures as maybe taken. _
I» and, 8:0.

(Signed) DUKE OF TERCEIRA.

 

N0. 1‘30.

Mr. Howard to Lord J. Russell.—(Received’ December 22.)

My Lord, Lisbon, December 14, 1859.

WITH reference to my despatches of the 6th and of the 16th ultimo, I" have
the honour to inclose a copy and a' translation of a note of the ,12th instant, which
I have received from the Duke of Terceira, in reply to my , notes of the 3rd and
13th of November, relative to a shipment of 1,200 slaves from Ibo to Cuba, and to other
Slave Trade operations oh the East Coast of Africa.

From this note your Lordship will perceive that the Minister of Marine has issued
orders for the removal of the Governor of Cape Delgado from his post, and for the
institution of an inquiry into the circumstances pointed out in my notes, with a view
to the punishment of any Portuguese subjects found guilty of carrying on the
Slave Trade.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD,

 

Inclosure in No. 130.

The Duke qf Terce'im to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Palace, December 12, 1859.

IN reply to the two notes which you were pleased to address to me, under date of
the 3rd and 13th of November iast respectively, relative to a shipment of 1,200 slaves,
said to have been efi'ected' in the neighbourhood of Ibo, and wherein accusations are
made against certain authorities and Portuguese subjects 01; the East Coast 'of AfriCa,
with reference to that Traffic, I have the honour to state to you that the Minister of
Marine informs me, in a despatch dated the 5th instant, that oh the same day the proper
orders were issued to the Governor-General of the Province of Mozambique, to cause the
First Lieutenant of the Navy, Jeronymo Romero, now Governor of Cape Delgado, to be

- removed from his governorship, and to substitute him provisionally by some person whose
conduct may hold out a guarantee for the faithful discharge of his duties; and also to ,
cause an investigation to be made into the circumstances pqinted out in your above-.
mentioned notes, in order to proceed against such persons as may be found guilty, and
to make use of every means in his power to put an end, as His Majesty’s Government
desire, to any accusations against Portuguese subjects of cqnnivance in the infamous
Traffic in Slaves.

In bringing the above to your knowledge, I avail, 8:0.
(Signed) DUKE OF LTERCEIRA.

 

No. 131.

Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magem's.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, March 6, 1,860.
I _TI.tANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s

Commissmner at Loanda,* inclosing copies of a correspondence Which has passed between

# Class A, No. 83.
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file GoyernorhGeneral of Angola, Commander Hewett, of Her Majesty’s ship “Viper,”

and Mr. Gabriel, arising out of the proceedings of the Commander of the “Viper’? in

detaining and sending to Leanda a launch called the “Barboleta,” the property of a

Portuguese subject named Pamplona. _

It would appear that when uCommander 'Hewett detained the “ Barboleta” he was

under theimpression that'the Portuguese regulations required that the small coasting

rcraft‘should renew their passports ‘or sailing licensesannually, whereas the ordinance

which prescribed this formality had been abolished in 18-54, of which fact, however, the

Commandersin~chief of Her Majesty’s vNaval Forces, and the Commanders of British

cruizers on the African station, by some oversight, do .not appear to' have been

informed.
' This omission, however, is immaterial, as far as the proceedings of the Commander

of the “ Viper” are concerned; for, I'aszthe “ Barboleta” was not suspected of being

engaged in the Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to justify

Commander Hewett’s conduct in detaining this vessel, and they think it, right, therefore;

at once to disavow his proceedings. , - '

I cannot refrain, however, from making some observations with regard to the claims

put forward by Senhor Pamplona on accountof the detention of his vessel; and with

regard. also to .the exaggerated terms in which the Governor—General of Angola has

thought proper to denounce the proceedings of the Commanders of British cruizers engaged

in the suppression of the Slave Trade.
Senhor Pamplona, in his sworn protest, estimates his losses on account of the

detention of the “ Barboleta ” at 1,065l., and these losses are made up as follows,

ViZt :‘u-
v i

_ ' 5
lat. For value of goods stated tO' be existing ’01] board the “ Barboleta” at the time of her detention 100

2nd. For‘ valuerof provisions on board the'vessel . . . . . ’ , . . . . . . . 25

- 3rd. For deterioration of the vessel in consequence of her being towed from the Congo to Loanda. . . 40

4th. For sum required to ransom and indemnify seven Cabenda men, composing the crew of the

“Barboleta,” who are stated to have beenput on shore at a. place where they would be

detained as prisoners by the natives - . . ' . . . . '. . . a 200

5th. For‘estimated losses by the interruption of the business for which the cargo was intended . . > 200

6th. For injury done to the Protester by the suspicion thrown upon him as being engaged in the {.

Slave Trade . . . . ' n . . . . . . . . 500

Makingatotal’of .. .. , £1,065

Now, as regards the 1st, 2nd, and 5th items of claim, it appears, from the statement

of ' the Commander of the “ Viper,” as will be seen on referring to the letter from

Mr. Gabriel to the Governor-General of Angola of - the 7th of November last, that the

“Barboleta ” had not, at the time of her detention, any cargo or provisions whatever on

board, and that she came down the River Congo for the sole purpose of communicating

With the Commander of the, “ Viper,” with the view to ascertain what had become of

another boat which Commander Hewett had detained, but which was subsequently

released. ‘ ‘

There can be no ground, therefore, for making a claim for the value of a cargo and

for provisions which did not exist, and this answer will apply equally to the claim made

by Senhor Pamplona under the 5th head, for damages in consequence of his business

being paralyzed by the loss of a cargo which never had any existence. , .

With reference to the 4th item of claim, viz., 200l,, the sum estimated to be required

to ransom and indemnify the Cabenda men who formed the crew of the “ Barboleta,” and

who are stated to have been put on shore at a, place where they would be detained as'

prisoners by the natives, it appears, according to Commander Hewett’s account, that the

crew of this vessel was composed of two White men and three or four negroes, and that

they were transferred to the boat, regarding which the “ Barboleta”. had been sent to

make inquiries, but which had already been released as above stated, and in this boat

they all, at their own request, returned to Ponto da Lenha. , _ ‘_

As regards the _6th and largest item of laim put forward by "Senhor Pamplona,

namely, 5001., for the injury which his character will sufi'er by the suspicion thrown upon

him .of being engaged in the Slave Trade, I have in the first place to observe, that,

Commander Hewett, in his correspondence with the Governor-General of Angola, states

that the “ Barboleta” was not detained on a charge of being- engaged in the Slave Trade,

but because he was under the impression that she was navigating in violation of the ,

?ortuguese Laws for regulating the Coasting Trade, and that he was consequently justified

in seizing her ; and, as regards any damages Senhor Pamplona’s character may suffer

from the imputation that he had been engaged in the Slave Trade, I'have to observe, that
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it has been notorious for some years past that Senhor Pamplona. has been engaged in
that inhuman Traffic. _

In the year 1857, When the American slave-yesse “Mary E. Smith ” was captured
by the Brazilian authorities ofl’ the coast of Bram], Senhor Pamplona’s name appeared
in the papers of that vessel as one of the shippers 0f the slaves found on board.

Since that period, amongst the correspondence found on board a slaver, captured by
a British Cruizer on the African Coast, there is a letter addressed to Senhor Pamplona

by his correspondent at Havana, which proved that he has been engaged in the .Cuban

Slave Trade. It will scarcely, therefore, be contended that Segnhor Pamplona’s clalm for

damages, under this head, could be sustained. . . .

There remains, then, to be considered the 3rd item of clalm, namely, 401., for
deterioration of the “Barboleta,” in consequence of her haying been towed from the
Congo to Loanda ; anti with reference to this claim, I have t9 state that, if, after a survey
ofthe “ Barboleta” by competent persons, which the authorities at Loanda will, doubtless,
have already caused to be made,” it should prove that this vessel did actually suffer
damages to the amount of 401., that sum, or any less amount which maybe awarded by the

Surveyors, will be paid by Her Majesty’s Government. "
It remains for me to offer a few observations with regard toethe Governor-General’s

statement, that the legitimate coasting trade, both in Portuguese and in native vessels, is
the object of “ unheard—of violences” and “ atrocious ~ persecution” on. the part of
Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers.

When such accusations are made against the Commanders of British cruizers, it is to
be expected that they would have been supported by specific charges, but with the
exception of the case of the “ Barboleta,” Her Majesty’s Government are not aware that
any Portuguese vessels have been improperly detained or interfered with by British
cruizers on the West Coastvof Africa; nor, as far as the reports. which have hitherto been
received would shew, have any native vessels been captured or destroyed, except upon well—
grounded information that they have been engaged in the Slave Trade. '

So far from legitimate trade being subject to persecution and violence by’British
cruizers, Her Majesty’s Government have no hesitation, in asserting that, on the greater
part of the African Coast where legal trade does exist, it owes such existence to the policy
pursued by this country, and to the unwearied exertions of the Commanders of British,
cruizers for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

' I have to instruct, you to make a communication to the Portuguese Minister of
Foreign Affairs in the sense of this despateh, and, if he should desire it, to give him a
[copy of it. I am, 8m.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
 

No. 132.’

Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Magem's.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 13, 1860.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of two despatches from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope :* one containing their Report upon the Slave
Trade which has been carried on from the East Coast of Africa during the past year,
the other inclosing a letter from Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. Grey, containing
information which, corroborated as it has been by reports received by Her' Majesty’s
Government from other sources, leaves no room for doubting the fact that the Slave
Trade has been extensively carried on from the Portuguese possessions, and that the
Portuguese Governor of Ibo, as well as the authorities on other parts of the Coast, '
have connived at the Traflic. , ' -

I have to instruct you to communicate c0pies of Admiral Grey’s letter and its
inclosure, and also the substance of the Cape Commissioners’ despatches to the Portuguese
Government, and in doing so you will state that Her Majesty’s Government feel assured
that the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty will cause immediate steps to be
taken for the investigation ‘of the circumstances reported by Admiral Grey and the
Cape Commissioners, with the view to the removal and punishment of those Officers Who
may be proved to have engaged in, or to have connived at, the Traffic in Slaves. '

' ’ ' I am, 8w.
(Signed) ~ J. RUSSELL.
 

9‘ Class A, Nos. 41 and 42.
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7 . No. 133.

Sir A. Magem's to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 22.)

My Lord, ’ Lisbon, rMarch 14, 1860.

THE inability of the Duke of Terceire, from continued indisposition, to receive at

the Foreign Office the Corps Diplomatique, prevented me from carrying out immediately

your Lordship’s instructions, contained in your despatch of the 11th ultimo, Which

reached me on the 21st. '

I saw his Excellency, however, last week at his own house,‘ and delivered to him a

copy of that despatch, in conformity with your Lordship’s instructions, and he promised

to instruct the Portuguese Minister in London to take part in the Conference Which

your Lordship proposes should meet in London in’ May or June next to consider What

measures can be taken to check the increase of the Slave Trade.
’ I have, &C.

(Signed) ARTHUR G. MAGENIS.

 

CLASS B.
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Consul Vines to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received December 30.)

My Lord, St. Miehael’s, December 8, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying copy of a
despatch (Inclosure No. 1), which I have this day received from Mr. James Mackay,
the British Vice-Consul at Flores, together with a copy of a. statement (Inclosure No. 2)
made by a carpenter, of the name of Major T. Donnell, whq was one of the crew of an
American schooner the “ Wanderer ” of Savannah, the real name of the Master of which,
according to the carpenter’s statement on oath, is Mr. Lincoln Patten, of Bath, State of
Maine. " ,

I beg respectfully to call your Lordship’s attention to the facts stated by the
carpenter; that‘this American ship master had first assumed the name of D. S. Martin,
and then that of George D. “Talker, and changed the name of the vessel under his
command from the "’ Wanderer” to the “ William,” altered the destination of his ship
three times, and gave false reports to the vessels Spoken with at sea, from all of Which it
would appear that he was about to engage in the Slave Trade.

I have, &c.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 134.

Vice-Consul Mackay to Consul Vines,

Sir, Flores, November 12, 1859,
I' HAVE to inform you that, on the 6th of the current month, there arrived here

an American schooner called “ William,” Captain, George D. Walker; the said Captain
stated that he had encountered very bad weather, and lost his spars and sails and spoilt
his provisions. After noting his protest, and calling a survey on his vessel, he gave
large orders for provisions, and bought an anchor and chain and several spars, and
employed carpenters on board of the said schooner, as Well as on shore. The said Captain
was repeatedly desired by his Consul to bring his ship's register on shore, but alway
made some excuse. To—day he was ordered to go on board and get the ddcument ; a
the same time some of the parties who furnished his supplies requested him to bring
money to settle. Afterwards the said Captain went on board of his Vessel, slipped from
his anchor, and made sail. In his hurry he left his carpenter on shore, who states, on
oath, that the real name of the vessel is the “ Wanderer,” of Savannah, US, and
that the Captain’s real‘name is Lincoln Patten, a resident of Bath, in the State of
Maine, U.S. A few days after leaving Savannah the said Captain stated to the crew
his intention of going to the East Coast of Africa for a. cargo of slaves. I herewith
inclose a copy of the statement made by the carpenter;

' ' I am, 8w; ‘
(Signed) JAMES MACKAY, Jun.
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l» Inclosure 2 in No. 134.

Statement.

ON Friday, the 14th day of October, 1859, I shipped on board the schooner

“ Wanderer,” the Captain of which then called himself D. S. Martin, and bound 'to V

Matanzas, West Indies; wages to be 18 dollars a-month, and advance 15 dollars, which

Inever received. Worked on board the ship and slept on shore until the.18th, when I

asked the Captain to let me get my clothes and tools on board, but he kept me at work,

the schooner’then lying in the stream, and taking in provisions on board. Thatnight,

between 10 and 12 o’clock, Captain D. S.‘ Martin came on hoard,‘accompanied by Captain

Black, the Shipping Master, who‘brought with him a set of Articles. The two Captains

came down into the cook’s room, and called all hands that Were on board; and Captain

Martin said, “ The ‘ Wanderer ’ has to go to sea this night.” - We all asked him if he

would let us get our clothes, but he refused, and said that Charles Tamarri'é had told him

not to allow a man to go on shore, and that he was rich enough to pay us all for our

clothes. He then called all hands into the cabin to sign the Articles that Captain Black had

brought with him, and which he read over to the crew. I have forgotten the name of

the place we were to go to, but I know that it was on the coast of Africa. Captain

Martin then compelled every man to put his name to the Articles, saying he would

shoot every man that would not sign, and he and his mate were both armed with a pistol

each. And when we had all signed, we were fifteen men all told, Captain, mate, ' second

mate, cook, and steward, and ten men before the mast; then the Captain made the two

men that came in Ned the hoatman’s boat with Captain Black sign too, and that made

us twelve men before the mast, and we had left some men on shore who had already

signed Articles for the West Indies. Captain Black then wanted to go on shore, but

Captain Martin would not allow him, and’swore that the first man that offered to go over

the rail he would shoot. He then ordered me and another man to load all the muskets;

there were twelve in all, but only ten good ones, and he said he would fight the Revenue

Cutter. Whilst we were loading the guns he gave the order to get under weigh, putting

tackles 0n the chain, and abegan to haul in by hand, making aslittle noise as possible,

not to be heard on shore. Captain Martin told the second mate he had shot a man on

shore, but did not know if he were dead. Ned the boatman said he was dead. The

schooner got aground twice that night, but floated off at high water. Just outside the

bar hauled up Ned’s boat, and gave him 0111' boat and a spar for a mast, and a horse

pistol and cutlass to Captain Black, and. then cast them off. It was understood when we

left that Charles Tamarr was to meet us outside in a steamer with more men- and more

provisions ; but captain Martin, fearing to hang on the coast, for, not seeing the cutter,

, heexpected she had gone to Charleston to get the other cutter to help her, he decided

to run for St. Thomas’s, to get provisions and other necessaries there, he having neither

chronometer or chart, and but one quadrant and one Pidamy. On the 20th the Captain

told me to build a false tail on the stern, and said he was in a hurry for it, and I worked

at it until night. Same night spoke a ship, and told. her we were from Rio, bound to

Halifax with cofi'ee. Friday, 2lst,-the Captain told me to paint out the schooner’s name;

gave it two coats of paint that day. Same day, saw a sail on weather-bow, it blowing

fresh she passed our course; we kept away for her, ran up the American flag, got the

starboard gun ready for use, and myself ready with a match. The vessel was an

American barque, and our Captain said he suspected there were slaves on board. I have

forgotten her. name. The Captain asked what we wanted ; we said to know his longitude,

which he gave us. For Some days rather stormy weather, which did much damage to- our

ship. I was kept constantly at work. On the 31st, spoke the ship “ Charlotta Morrison ”

of Bath, bound south; told. her to report us as the schooner “William ” of Savannah.

Also spoke an American schooner from New York, bound to Matanzas ; told her we were

from New York, out eight days, bound to St. Thomas, and askedher to report us as the

“Ida ” of Boston. On Wednesday, the 2nd of November, saw a full rigged brig ahead,

but wind being light could not come up with her. The Captain thought it was the brig

“Echo,” also a slaver. On Friday, the 4th. we signed a new set of Articles, George D.

Walker, Master, bound to Smyrna. The Captain changed his name to suit the name on

- an old set of clearances he had on board. AJSO cut out and put up and painted the name

of “ William ” on the stem, the old name being carefully scraped out and painted over.

About 4 o’clock, on the 6th November, made land. The Captain then called all hands

aft, and said he was going into Fayal to get provisions and clothes; said he would not

‘9 Probably the owner of the “ 'cmderer.”
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stop more than forty-eight hours, and gave us all some instructions What to say,

Anchored, on the 6th November, at 10 o’clock in the morning, to the south of Santa
Cruz, Island of Flores. The health boat came alongside, and then a pilot and officers_

Captain shawed his papers, all but clearances, which he said he could not find. After the

officers left the mate got them, and altered them to suit. On the Monday the Captain

ordered provisions and spars, and various other things. I was on shore at work, and the
Captain, on being applied to for money 'for all the purchases he had made, said he would
go to his vessel to get money, and instead of returning to shore he, on that same day, the
11th of November, slipped his Cable, and stood ofi to sea, leaving me on shore, and I
have seen no more of him. ’ ' '

The above I have written of my own free will and accord, at Santa. Cruz, Island of
' Flores, November 16, 1859. .

’ (Signed) MAJOR T. DONNELL.
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No. 135. ,

Consul Miller to Lord J. Russell.——-(Received December 17.)

My Lord, ‘ St. Vincent, Cape dc VerdevIslands, November 23, 1859.

AT this moment, when the mail is about to close, I have received information of the

appearance of a. susPicious craft bearing Spanish colours between the Islands of Brave. and

Pogo, the most leeward of this group.
The Captain of the vessel boarded a. small coasting schooner belonging to the

islands, called the “Esperanga,” and after commanding his boat’s crew to lay off from

the schooner’s side, to prevent their communicating with the crew of the “Esperanga,”

demanded to be supplied with sugar, 8m, which were furnished, but were not paid for.

The Patrao (Master) of the “Esperanga” states that the vessel was a. brig, a very

fast sailer, and that’he supposes that she is a slaver. After the Captain of the Spaniard

took the stores he wanted. from the “Esperanga,” he ordered the Patrao to make sail,

which he did, but he says that the brig seemed to be pursuing no definite course, being

at times sharp hauled'clo‘se by the wind, and at times running with the wind free on his

quarter. ,

This circumstance occurred about fifteen days since.‘

‘ ' I have, 8m. *
(Signed) THOMAS MILLER.
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No. 136.

Dr. Livingstone to the Earl of Malmesbury.-—(Rcceiaed September 19.)

(Extract) Tettc, March 4, 1859.
ABOUT the beginning of October last, an intelligent native pilot informed me that

a cargo of slaves had been dispatched a few daysbefore from Massangane or Sangane,
a “prazo ” or farm, situated in the mouth. of the Maindo, a river lying some fifteen or
twenty miles south of the entrance to Quilimane. The person who had shipped them is a
Senhor Cruz, a resident in Quilimane, and the owner of the farm. The proceeding had
caused considerable uneasiness in the class to which the pilot belonged, namely, the
“ Colonos ” or serfs, for Senhor Cruz had forced his sister-inJaw to part with her
domestic slaves in payment of a debt, and exported them. As household slaves and serfs
were believed to enjoy the privilege of rarely being sold, except for crimes, the above
shipment had raised an alarm, but it was hoped that through the influence of Major
Secard the example would not be followed up the Zambesi.

Information was, also obtained from the Portuguese themselves that Cruz had made
a'contract withlcertain parties in Bourbon to furnish several hundred slaves to 'be exported
as “free emigrants” at so much per head, but being aware of the prevailing disposition
of the parties to slander each other, I hesitated to report in a despatch to Her Majesty’s
Government the ensuing revival of the slave hunting in the countries north—west of
Quillimane in order to- the fulfilment of the contract, until I could feel positive that the
representation might confidently be relied. on.

It is now notorious that Senhor Cruz ships cargoes of slaves regularly from the
Maindo in French vessels, and the merchants here complain that he is so plentifully sup-
plied with money as to be able to purchase up all the goods that come to Quillimane; and
as he will not part with them for aught but slaves or food used in exporting them, they
have no chance of selling their ivory except at a ruinously low price, and will probably be
forced to bring slaves to Cruz instead of lawful commerce.

Sehhor Cruz has an active agent for collecting slaves at Shupanga, named Senhor
Francisco, and a Portuguese woman left this yesterday With a cargo of slaves in irons for
that depot. A feint was made of catching her after she had left, but the Governor of
Quillimane is conveniently ill at present. and all understand the meaning of his con-’
nivance in Cruz’s dealings too well, to hinder them. It is boasted' that though English
men-of-war were in the Mozambique channel, they dared not interfere with these emi-
grants in irons; and when persons in authority are asked if their home Government did
not disapprove of this new slave trade, they reply—of course it did, but no one knows or
cares about what is done in this country except the Viscount de 851 da Bandeira.

It is vexatious to Witness the infatuation with which the Portuguese again commence
the trade which ruined their power and commerce in this region. It may truly be said
that they export their labour for a trifle, and neglect fortunes lying at their feet. I
assure your Lordship that I could. rise from this letter, and collect many cart-loads 0f
indigo growing as .a weed— in the streets of Tette. It will all be allowed to rot or be
burned. off as a nuisance.
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No. 137. ,

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesburyr—(Reaeived April 13.)

(Extract) ' Madrid, April 7, 1859.
I TRANSMIT herewith a. report I have received for your Lordship, under flying

seal, from Her Majesty’s Consul at Cadizf‘6 in reply toa despatch which he had received.

from your Lordship, on the subject of a vessel stranded at Puerto Rico With slaves on board.

 

No. 138. '

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of MalmesburyE—(Received April 15.)

My Lord, Madrid, April 9, 1859.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 7th instant, I have‘ the honour to
transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, the copy of a note which I

have addressed to M. Calderon Collantes, in conformity with the instructions conveyed
to me in your Lordship’s despatch of the 10th ultimo, urging the Spanish Government
to institute a stringent inquiry into the case of the slaver “ Magestad ;” which was lately
stranded on the island of Puerto Rico with a cargo of slaves on board, and which is
alleged to have been fitted out at Cadiz.

I have, 850.
(Signcdi » ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 138.

Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Collantes'.

Sir, , V _ * ‘ Madrid, April 9, [859.

IN conformity with instructions which I have received from the Earl of Malmesbury,
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of, State for Foreign Affairs, I have the honor
to call your Excellency’s attention to the circumstances reported in the inclosed
copies of despatches from Her-Majesty’s consuls at Puerto Rico and St. Thomas, under
which the “Majeste’,” a large vessel alleged to have been fitted out at Cadiz, had been
stranded at the port of Humacao, on the east end of Puerto' Rico, with 850 slaves on
board, the survivors of a cargo of 1050, with which she had left the coast of Africa. It
does not appear certain whether the vessel had actually intended to land these slaves at
Puerto Rico, or to carry them on to Cuba, but your Excellency will learn from the report
of Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Thomas, that he had not only been assured that this cargo
of negroes was intended for the former island, but that a small cargo had been safely
landed some time previously on the southern coast. a . V ‘

I feel assured that your Excellency will read With the indignation which it justly
excites, the description which Mr. Vice-Consul Ick has given in‘his private letter to Her
Majesty’s Consul at Puerto Rico, ofthe disgraceful and horrible condition in which these
unfortunate negroes' were landed ; and that your ExCellency will feel with me, that no
consideration for the dis'satisfactidn which the measures that may be necessary to suppress

~"* No. 183. _
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so odious and detestable a traffic, should for one moment deter a Christian Government
from adoPting them. . '

In making this communication to your Excellency, I have also to state, 1n obedience
to my instructions, that the Government of the Queen, my Soyerelgn, confidentlyexpect

that stringent enquiries Will be made, With the view to 'the pimlshment oi the Parties Who
may have been engaged, either in planning the expeditlon in Puerto Rico or in Cuba,7 or
in fitting out the vessel at Cadiz, as the case may be.

I have, &cu‘
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN,

 

No. 139.

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbwy.——(Received April 29.)

My Lord, Madrid, April 23, 1859.

DON JOSE MARIA LAGO, an Agent of the Society for the introduction of Cotton
Cultivation into the Island of Cuba, addressed to me somedays ago the letter of which
a translation and copy are inclosed, accompanied by some samples of Cuba grown
cotton, and requesting me to support a scheme for the immigratlon of free labourers from
the Coast of Africa into the island. ‘ »

I inclose for your Lordship’s information a translation of my reply, in Which I have
taken occasion to point out to him, that Her Majesty’s Government would not only
oppose any attempt to establish a system of emigration from the Coast of Afrlca, as likely
to degenerate into a Slave Trade ; but. that. while slavery exists in Cuba it would even
be impossible for them to sanction the emigration of free labourers from any of Her
Majesty’s dominions in the East to that island.

' I have, &c.,
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.-

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 139.

Sefior Lago to Mr. Buchanan.
(Transiation.) '
Sir,’ ' . Madrid, April 18, 1859.

HAVING been commissioned to represent at this Court the Company called the
“ Algodonera de la Isla de Cuba,” for whose prosperity your EXCellency has evinced so
noble and generous an interest, by using yourgood offices to indHCe the Spanish Govern—
ment to grant that protection and support Which this most important branch of Cuban
agriculture deserves, I consider it my duty, in offering you, on behalf of my principals,
my most hearty thanks, to bring under your notice the samples of this fine and
delicate plant, which have been forwarded to me by the Company.

I avail myself of the occasion thus afforded me of having the honour of addressing
your Excellency to inclose to you at the same time a copy "of project of free African
immigration into Cuba, Which Was submitted some years ago to the decision of the
Government by Don José Suarez Argudin, a‘proprietor in the island, as well as a note
describing the course Which the proceedings on this subject have taken hitherto, and
their actual position‘at the present'time. , » ' .

The want of field labourers in Cuba, in consequence of the epidemic diseases,
which in a short Space of time have deprived agriculture of more than 100,000 arms; the
unfortunate results Which have sprung from the European and Asiatic immigrations
attempted since 1848, and the consequent urgent necessity of supplying to the rising

. cotton cultivation interest the strong arm, which alone is capable in that climate of
. supporting the severe labour demanded by the preparation of the lands intended for this
purpose, have urged the author'of the project to seek permission from the Government
for the introduction into Cuba of. 8’000 or 10,000 free African labourers, with every
imaginablevguarantee, and without prejudice to carrying out the said project in every
point at some future period. ,

I cannot but callyour Excellency’s attention to this most interesting subject, which
is one of- life and death for Cuban agriculture, and. more especially for the branch of
it relating to cotton, the development of ' Which would be impossible Without the
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powerful, element of .African labour, and, therefore, I cannot but hope from your great

courtesy, that 1n continuing as hitherto 13" afiord your Powerful protection to the interests

of the Company, you will assist efficaciously in disPosing Jthe Government to decide

promptly and favourable the still pending scheme of Suarez Argudin in reference to

African labourers.
,

I
I have, &c. _

(Signed) JOSE M. LAGO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 139.

Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Lago.

(Translation)
Sir,

Madrid, April 23, 1859.

I HAVE received your letter of the 18th instant, together with the samples

which accompanied it of Cuban grown cotton, and . in returning them, I have much

satsifaction in congratulating you on the prospect of that plant increasing before long

the prosperity and the commercial importance of Cuba. ,

With reference, however, to the memorandum and pamphlet inclosed in your

letter, and your Wish that I should use my_influence to promote the establishment of a

system of free immigration into Cuba from {the Coast of Africa,.I have to observe,

that, however much the Government of the Queen my» Sovereign may feel interested in

the success of the efforts now making to introduce cotton cultivation into that islandl

‘ they will not be disposed to encourage it by giving their sanction and support to the

views of Don José Suarez Argudin.
The social condition of Africa, and the odious practice of man-stealing which the

Slave Trade has established among the pe0ple, entirely preclude the hope of any

system of emigration from thence being carried on for many years to come, and

until a complete change has been effected in the habits and principles of the natives

which would not be attended with the abuses of the Slave Trade; and, besides,

the existence of slavery in Cuba, would be a serious objectiou in the eyes of Her

Majesty’s Government to the adoption of such an experiment for the purpose of

promoting immigration into-that, Spanish colony. , '

Indeed. I may observe, that the feelings of Her Majesty’s Government are so

strong upon this latter point, that though they have learnt with much satisfaction

that the Spanish Government are disposed to encourage the introduction of free

Chinese colonists into Cuba, they‘consider the existence of slavery in the island an

(insurmountable obstacle to their sanctioning the emigration of labourers for that

destination from a British celony. :

With reference to your remarks on the failure of Chinese labour in Cuba, you

Will perhaps allow me to observe that the fault may not have lain entirely with the

labOurer, and that the system of field—labour in the island may have in some degree

contributed to render him an unwilling or a useless servant. I have every reason to

believe that in British Colbnies the same complaint of the result of Chinese immigra-

ion' does not exist. Indeed I am assured that the native of China has proved himself

’00 be a more industrious and willing free field-labourer. than .the negro, while the

money which such men save from their day’s earnings, with a view to their eventual

return to their OWn country, is the most satisfactory answer which can be given to

13110? who object to their employment on account of their vices and unprincipled

con net.
I am, 8w. .

(Signed) ‘ ANDREW ‘ BUCHANAN.

 

No. 140.

Mr. Buchanan to Earl of MaZMesbury.——(Received April 29.)

My Lord, ‘ » Madrid, April 25, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy and translation of anote from

M. Calderon Collantes, acquain‘ting me with the steps which have been taken by the

authorities of Puerto Rico in consequence of the stranding on that island of a vessel with

a large cargo of African negroes.
CLASS -B.
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Your Lordship will perceive that M. Gollantes consiclers the name .of the vessel to

have been “ questy,” which he says leads to the presumption of her havmg been English

or Anglo—American, and he represents her Commander, who had dled, on the passage, "to

have been an Englishman. _

Although upwards of 1,000 slaves were embarked on board th1s vessel, the Puerto

Rican authorities report only 653 to have been landed.
I have, &c.,

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in N0. 140.

897107 Collantes to Mr. Buchanan.
(Translation)
Sir. Madrid, April 12, 1859.

I HAVE received the note which you have been pleased to address to me under
date of the 9th instant, in fulfilment of the instructions of your Government, respecting
the disembarkation of negroes efiected in the island of Puerto Rico, to which the
Communications from the Consuls of Her Britannie Majesty in the said island and in
that of St. Thomas refer, and which you inclose to me in copy?

From the documents which exist in this office it appears that truly in the night of
the 5th of February last a ship of large dimensions, and apparently laden with a
considerable number of African negroes, was discovered stranded on the beach of
Candelero, and at the port called the “Frenchman’s,” belonging to the jurisdiction of
Humacao. Having been apprised of this event, the competent authority ordered a
prOper report to be drawn up, a Magistrate of the Tribunal being stationed in the village
of Humacao for the purpose of instituting the necessary proceedings. From the reports
existing in the said Supreme Tribunal, the only result which was known up to the 13th of
February was, that prompt orders had been issued for the capture of two culprits who had
fled; but, from confidential intelligence, and from particulars obtained by the Govern-
ment of the island, it is known that the ship is truly one of those employed in the illicit
Negro Traflic; that it comes from Santiago de Cuba, from whence it sailed more than
six months ago, apparently for New Orleans ; that, out at sea, it changed its course,
going to the Coast of Africa, where it took on boardfrom 1,00Qto 1,200 negroes, of whom
a large number perished during the passage, the Captain, who it seems was an English-
man, having died. also ; that, whilst sailing in the direction of Cuba it accidentally
stranded where it was found; that it had on board 653 negroes and a crew of 30 men;
that the former have been taken possession of in virtue of Government regulations ; and
will be conveyed to the capital of the island in the steam-boat “Ferdinand Cortes,”
together with the ship, which was already afloat again, thanks to the measures taken by
the said steam-b'oat; and the latter, that is to say, "the crew, were incarcerated in the
prison of Humacao, and are at the disPosalrof the Tribunals; and, finally, that the ship
has upon it,valthough somewhat efi‘aced, the name of “May'esty,” which leads to the
presumption of her being English or AnglO—American. ‘

This statement will bring to your knowledge that, With the exception of some slight
variation, the facts elicited confirm those referred to by the British Consuls in Puerto '
Rico and St. Thomas in their communications ;'and I am able to assure you that the
perpetrators of such a crime will be dealt with by Spanish tribunals according to justice,
in the same manner that the unhappy beings who were on board the vessel referred to
will be treated with all the interest which their miserable situation required.

Such is all I can say in reply to your note above referred to.

 

I avail, 810.
(Signed) SATURNINO CALDERON COLLANTES.

No. 141.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 13, 1859.
WITH referenceflo my despatch of the 10th of March last, I transmit, for

your informatlon, comes of a despatch and its inclosure from Mr. Lennon Hunt, Her
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Majesty’s Consul at Puerto Rico,* reporting that out of the cargo of slaves recently

djsembarkedvat Humacao in that island from the stranded vessel “Maiestz'c” or “Majesty ”

and which was reported to. consist of 850 negroes, only 512 remained hltimately accounted

for by the Spanish authorities, the rest having been stolen with the connivance of the

authorities, and reduced to slavery. . '

I observe in the note from Senhor Calderon Collantes, of which a copy was inclosed

in your despatch of the' 9th ultimo, that the number of negroes stated by the

Spanish Mmister to have been found on board the stranded vessel, and to have been

taken possession of by the authorities, amounted to 653, but whether the number given

by Her Majesty’s Consul, or by the Spanish Minister, is correct, it is evident in either case

that a large proportlon of the unfortunate human beings, whose liberty ought to have

been assuted to them when once under the protection of the Spanish authorities, have

been again kldnapped 1nto slavery through the remissness 0r connivance of those

authorities. 7 a

I have to instruct you to address a strong representation on this subject to the

Spanish Government, and you will state that Her Majesty’s , Government confidently

trust that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty will prove that they are in earnest in

their endeavours to put a stop to the Slave Trade, not only by taking measures for the

recapture of the kidnapped negroes, but also by punishing severely those persons Who

may have connived at, or engaged in, their abduction. ‘ I
I am, Sac.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

' No. 142.

The Earl of Malmesbztry to Mr. Buchanan. _

Sir, Foreign Ofiz’ce, May 13, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Shelton, Her

Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierre Leonej~ reporting the

decease, on the 7th ultimo, of M. Joaquim (1e Zugasti, Her Catholic Majesty’s Judge in

the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice established in that colony, and I have

to instruct you to communicate the intelligence of this melancholy event to the Spanish

Government.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

No. 143.‘

The Earl of Malmesbmy 'to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, , 1 Foreign Ofiice, May 13, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of despatches which I have received from

Mr. Crawford on the subject of Cuban Slave Trade:

You will see from these papers, not only that there has been a considerable

increase in the number of slaves introduced into Cuba in the year 1858, as compared

with the previous year, .but also that the proportion captured by the Spanish authorities

during the same period is very much smaller, the numbers being 10,436 landed and

2,324 captured by the Spanish authorities in the year 1857, against 16,992 landed and.

639 captured in theyear 1858. - , , a

By your despatch of the 24th of February last, reporting what passed at a

conversation which you had with the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of

the Cuban Slave Trade, it appears that Sefior‘ Gollantes expressed his conviction that

Mr. Crawford’s reports as to the number of slaves introduced into Cuba are greatly

exaggerated, for that according to accounts received by the Spanish Government from

General Ooncha, the number of slaves introduced into Cuba had not latterly, exceeded

5,000 annually. V L‘

* No. 241. ' 1- CIassA, No: 3.
i Nos. 186, 187, and. 189; and Class A, Nos. 14 and L5,.
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But it is useless for the Spanish authorities to deny the aceuracy of Mr. Crawford’s

Statements,'wheu they are corroborated by the reports reoelved by Her Mayesty’s

Government from other and totally independent sources.

To show the extent of the Cuban Slave Traffic, I need only mention that thirteen

vessels were captured by British cruizers during the past year on the West. Coast. of

Africa, either with slaves on board or equipped for Slave Traflic, and the followmg vessels

are reported by Commodore Wise to have escaped with full cargoes of slaves destined for

the Cuban marketz—t-he “Merchant,” “ Telegraph,” “Putnam,” “ William Montague,”

“Blooming Youth,” “ Trovador,” “ Charlotte,” “Ellen,” and “ Venus.” And besides the

vessels above enumerated, other vessels, Whose names are not given, are also known to .

have escaped with cargoes of slaves destined for Cuba. . ’

Mr. Crawford gives also the names of the following vessele as havmg landed cargoes

of slaves in Cuba:—the “Nancy,” “Peruanaf? “Iberia,” “Haidee,” “E. A. Rawlings,’_’

and “E. A. Chase.” And, as it is known that these vessels were at one time on the

African coast, and destined for Slave Traffic, there can be little doubt that Mr. Crawford

' is correct in stating that they successfully landed their cargoes on the Cuban coast.

The advices, moreover, received by Her Majestyh Government tend to show that

preparations are making for carrying on the Slave Trade on a still more extended scale

during the present year.
Besides the vessels mentioned in Mr. Crawford’s despatch ‘of the 2nd of March

last, as being intended for employment in the Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government

have received information that fifteen other vessels have either sailed, or are about to

sail, from American and Cuban ports, destined to be employed in this Traflic.

I have to instruct you to communicate these facts to the Spanish Government, and

you Will at the same time state to Sefior Collantes that unless some effective steps are

taken by the Spanish authorities to fulfil the solemn obligation into Which they have

entered to put a stop to the Cuban SlaVe Trade by means Which they undoubtedly have

at their command, Her Majesty’s G0vernment cannot but foresee that those friendly

relations, which is the earnest desire of Her Majesty’s Government to maintain with that

of'Her Catholic Majesty, may be most seriously impaired. ‘
I am, &c.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

N0. 144.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 16, 185.9.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith an extract of a despatch which I have received
from Her Majesty’s Judge‘ in the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone,* containing

a report upon the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa during the past year.
1 also inclose a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul—General in Cubaii‘

containing further information respecting preparations for carrying on the Slave Trade

in that island, and I have to instruct you to make use of the information contained iI'i
these papers in the communication which you are directed by my despatch of the
13th instant to make to the Spanish Government on the subject of the Cuban Slav
Trade. ,

I am, &c.
(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

No. 145.

The Earl of Malmesbm'y to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 22, 1859.
. WITH reference to my .despatch of the 13th instant, I inclosed for your
mformation copies of a further desPatch and its inclosures from Her Majesty’s Consul at
Puerto 3,100,: relative to the abduction of the Africans landed at Humacao from the
stranded slave-vessel “Majestic” or “ Majesty.”

I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

“’5 Class A, No. l. 'I' No. 195. ' 1: No. 243.
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. No. 146.

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 26.)

My Lord, ' Madrid, May 21, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy of a note which, in obedience

to the instructions {conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch ofthe 13th instant,

I have addressed to the Spanish Government, reporting the death of M. Joaquin de

Zugasti, Her Catholic Maj esty’s Judge in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice

at Sierra Leone. ‘
I have, &c.

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure ‘in No. 146.

Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Collantes.

Sir, Madrid, May 21, 1859.

Ichonformity With instructions which I have received from the Earl of Malmesbury,

it is my painfulduty to inform your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government have

received a despatch from Mr. Skelton, Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission

Courts at Sierra Leone, reporting the decease on the 7th ultimo of M. Joaquin de

Zugasti, Her Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice

established in that colony. ‘

Mr. Skelton also reports that M. de Sanguirico, the Spanish Consul, had, in conse-

quence, assumed the office of Acting Judge on the part of Spain. ‘
I avail, 8:0.

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

No. 147.

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl ‘of Malmesbury.—(Received May 26.)

My Lord, V Madrid, May 21, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy. of a note which, in conformity

With the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch of the 13th

instant, I have addressed to Her Catholic Majesty’s Government respecting the negroes

Who were kidnapped from the cargo of the vessel “ Majestic,” stranded on the coast 'of

Puerto Rico; ’ I
I have, &c. .

(Signed) ANDREW. BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 147.

Mr. Buchanan to Sefwr Collantes.

Sir, Madrid, May 21, 1859.

WITH reference to your Excellency’s note of the 12th ultimo on the subject of the
slaver‘“ Majestic,” or “ Majesty,” which was stranded on the coast of Puerto Rico in the

month of February last, I have now, in conformity With instructions from the Earl of
Malmesbury’, to inform your Excellency that out of the cargo of that vessel disembarked
at Humacao, Which was reported to consist of 850 negrOes, only 512 were ultimately
accounted for by the Spanish authorities to be apprenticed as emancipados, the rest
having been stolen With the connivance of the authorities and reduced to slavery.
Mr. Consul Hunt reports to Her, Majesty’s Government that the stolen negroes were the
strongest and healthiest of the cargo, while the Weakly and sickly were left invpossession

of the authorities; and he also mentions that the Military Commandant of Hu‘macao,
who was the principal delinquent in their abduction, had been removed from his
command, and was awaiting his trial by a. court-martial at Puerto Rico“
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' eference to this sub'ect, I have also to inform your Excellency that Her

Majelsiigfsh 1tionsul addressed a hote to General Cotoner ' 0n the 22nd of hebruary,

requesting that none of the emancipados might be ass1gned to the estate-holders of the

Department in which the Africans had been landed, In order that 1t might be more easy

to identify the numbers who were known to be secreted there; and after some hes1tation

this suggestion was complied with; but, notw1thstandmg, on the 23rd of March last there

was hardly, an estate in the district (although no ernanelpado had been aSSIgned to them)
4 on which some negroes from the cargo of the ‘f Mayestw ” were not to be found.

' Indeed, at that time, only five of the mlssmg negroes had been captured by the

police, and Mr. Hunt, therefore, addressed to the Actmg—Goyernor (General Cotoner

being absent on an official tour) the note. of Wthh a copy 18 inclosed, nammg several
estates upon which these negroes were detained, and calling upon h1s_ Excellency to take
measures for their liberation. General Medinella, however, only rephed by the letter of
Which a copy is also inclosed, that Mr. Hunt’s note'would be forwarded to General
Gotoner, although he was himself competent to act 1n the case, and delay was thus
allowed to occur which could hardly fail to render useless the statements made by Her
Majesty’s Consul, as the planters would undoubtedly, before any search was made, he put
upon their guard, so as to make the measures which might be ultlmately adopted by the
authorities entirely abortive. .

In the Island of Puerto Rico, however, there was no excuse, as Mr. Hunt Justly
observes, for not discovering the missing negroes, as the pathless forests and thmly
inhabited districts do not exist there, by which the authoritles 1n the Havana enfleav'our
to palliate their usualrwant of success in the'prosecution of inyestigatlons of thls kind.
On the contrary, he says, as the country is thlckly populated, of hunted extent, and ofi'ers
no facilities for concealing negroes, not one could-have been removed from the charge
of the authorities, if they had done their duty, instead of merely making a show of
carr in out the law to savea earances.

yInginstructing me to subriiit this statement to your Excellency, the Earl of Malmes-
bury observes, that he is aware your Excellency’s note above referred to represents the
number of the negroes found on board the stranded vessel, and taken possessmn of by
the authorities, as having only amounted to 650; but that, whether the nurnber glven by
your Excellency or by Her Majesty’s Consul in Puerto R100 is correct, 1t 1s eVIdent 1n
either case that a large number of human beings, whose llberty ought _to have been
assured to them when once under the protection of the Spanish authorlties, have .been
again kidnapped into slavery through the remissness‘or connivance of those authorities.

I have consequently been instructed to press this case on the senous attention of
Her Catholic Majesty’s Government, and to state that the Government of: the Queen,
my Sovereign, confidently trusts that Her Catholic Majesty’s Government w111 prove that
they are in earnest in their endeavours to put a st0p t0 the Slave Trade, not only by

' taking measures for the recapture of the kidnapped negroes, but also by punishing severely
those persons who may have connived at, or been Engagiried8:11, their abductlon.

ava , c. ,
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

No. 148.

Mr. Buchanan to tile Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 30.)

My Lord, . Madrid, May 25, 1859.
' I HAVE the henour to inclose herewith a copy of a note which I have addressed

‘ to Seiior Calderon Collantes, in conformity with the instructions conveyed ‘to me in your
Lordship’s despatch No. ’7 of the 13th instant, and I have also read that despatch to
Sefior Collantes, and had some conversation with his Exeellency on the arguments
which it contains, in support of the authenticity of the reports which have reached Her
Majesty’s Government respecting the increased development of the Cuban Slave
Trade.

Sefior Collantes, Who had not yet received the inclosure, asked how I could expect
Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to place more reliance upon the reports of a foreign
Consular Agent in Cuba than upon those of the Queen’s Governor, who mnSt have
better means of information than any other person ; to Which. I replied, that it must be
remembered that almost all the subordinate local authorities were believed to be
interested in concealing the truth from the Captain-General, and I therefore begged his
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Excellency to read calmly and impartially a note which I had addressed to him, founded

on your Lordship’s despatch, and containing an abstract of the late reports which had

been received by Her Majesty’s Government from Cuba, the United States, and the

West Coast of Africa, as I felt assured it could. not fail to convince him that Her

Majesty’s Government had not hastily arrived at the conclusion that General Concha had

formed far too low an estimate of the number of negroes annually imported into the

island. '

Sefior Collantes said the only effectual means of checking the Trade would be the

establishment of a proper system for introducing free labour into the colony, and that

this question Was at present occupying the serious attention of the Government.

He spoke, however, of Chihese labourers as having hitherto given little satisfaction

to the Cuban planters, which I said was to be attributed to the harsh treatment and

overwork to which field labourers were subject in the colony, an evil Which would never

be corrected until the Government interfered for their protection.
I have, 8:0.

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 148.,

Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Collantes.

Sir, Madrid, 'May 21, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, a statement which has been received by

Her Majesty’s Government from the British Commissary Judge at the Havana, showing

the number of slaves known to have been landed in the Island of Cuba during the year

1858, and the proportion which had been captured by the Spanish‘authorities, the former

amounting to 12,744, and the latter to only 639. Mr. Crawford further states in his

report transmitting the inclosure, that, if to the above number of negroes landed be

added the usual allowance of a third, as the approximate number of those respecting

whom no information has been obtained, it would appear that the enormous number of

16,992 slaves have been landed during the year, and he expresses a belief that so many

cargoes have been run, respecting which neither the Government of the island nor the

Mixed Commission had any intelligence, that their real number far exceeds the proportion

of the one—third at" which they are estimated. ' ' '
In making this communication he says, he will doubtless be charged With“ credulity

by the Spanish authorities, as on former occasions, but he declares that he has fully

investigated the information which he has received, and has entirely satisfied himself of :

its authenticity. . \ '

He mentions the district of Cardenas as having rendered itself conspicuous for it‘s

slave-trading transactions during the year, but that the Lieutenant-Governqr has, never-

theless, been allowed to retain his post ; and that when General Concha sent an “ oidor”

from the Royal “Audiencia” to investigate matters at that place, no proofs could be

obtained of the slave-trading whichhad been carried on almost publicly in the district,

to the scandal of the inhabitants, who were witnesses, but durst not, or would not declare

what they had seen. ’ ' *
In proof of his assertions of the extent to which the Slave Trade has been ycarried

on since the' date of the Treaty of 1835, Mr. Crawford says, in the same report, that it is

only necessary to consider the enormous slave population required to produce 1,800,000

boxes, or nearly 450,000 tons of sugar, besides the tobacco and other eXpo'rts of the

island, and to reflect that nearly twenty-four‘ years have elapsed since the ratification of

the Treaty ;‘ for, though the ordinary mortality must have carried off, all, or - a great

proportion of the slaves existing in 1835, there is a larger African population in Cuba at

present than at that time, whichcertainly does not arise from the very limited fecundity

of the Degrees, and can only be accounted for by a constant stream of Bozals, which was

last year considerably increased, and which is likely to be still further augmented by the

facilities afl'orded to the. slave-tra'ders by the, abuse of the flag of the United vStates—a

state of things] which is encouraged by, the, impunity that slave-traders have always

enjoyed, there not being one instance of a conviction under the penal law, 01' of one

slave-trader, though most of. them are well knoWn, having ever been subjected to its

operation. ' . ,

With reference to this subject Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana,

addressed notes on the 30th of January and 25th of February last .to the Captain-
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General, of which copies are inclosed herewith, respecting two cargoes of Bozals, said to

have been landed in the district of’Sagua la Grande.

In replying to these communications General Concha expressed a disbelief in the

landing of the cargoes in question, but he admitted that about the time at which it was

reported. to have taken place, a suspicious vessel had been seen near Cardenas, and

another at Sagua la Grande, in pursait of Which vessels Spanish cruizers had been

despatched, without, however, falling in with either of them ; and Mr. Crawford presumes

that" they may not only have evaded the cruizers, but succeeded in landing their

car oes.
g On the 12th of March, a report from the English Commissary Judge states that the

following vessels were preparing to proceed to the coast of Africa for slaves, the

“Ines,” Spanish fore-and—aft schooner of 126 tons, painted green with red mouldings;

the “Enterprise,” American fore-and-aft schooner of 120 tons, Moran, master, which was

seized and sold as a slave—vessel at Jacksonville, was repurchased by the slave-traders, and

was then at the Havana painted black with red mouldings; There were also a barque,

a brigantine, and a schooner, fitting out in the port, and the “Antelope,” an American

vessel of 244 tons, had sailed from New York 011 the 30th of January for San Jnan de

los Remedies, from thence to proceed to the Coast of Africa. The same despatch states

that the coaster “ Estrella” had lately carried to Cabanas the fittings for a slaver; and

the coaster “Vengativa,” :1 similar cargo in the direction of Cape San Antonio; and

that the notorious slaver, Captain Don Eugenio Vifias, was at the Havana, with the

intention, it was understood, of proceeding to the coast of Africa in the “ Eloisa,” a

Chilian vessel of 487tons. ,
In the same despatch, Mr. Crawford states that about a fortnight previously 500

Bozals had been landed at the Ensenada 'de los Cochinos, from a vessel named the

“Pancho,” and that the “ Dorado,” one of Don Julian Zulueta’s slavers, was daily

expected on the Cuban coast.
In another despatch, dated the 23rd of April, Mr. Crawford mentions that he had

received a letter from Mr. Mnre‘, Her Majesty’s Consul at New Orleans, dated the 4th of

the same month, reporting that the ship “Rebecca” of 543 tons, Carter, master, had

sailed from thence for the Congo river, manifest not to be seen, and cleared by the

Spanish firm of Prats, Pujol & 00., there being little doubt as to the nature and object of

her voyage; and Mr. Mure adds that the slave-traders had become bolder in their

operations, and no longer cleared their ships for Tenerifi'e and a market, but direct for

the Slave Coast of Africa.
In the same despatch Mr. Consul—General Crawford reports that the Captain—General

had informed him on the 16th of April of his attention having been called to the clear-

ance for San Tome of the American brig “ William .M. Grottoh,” of 240 tons, by a person

named Don Gregorio Tejedor, but that the result of the investigation which his Excel-

lency had ordered was, “ that although it was suspected said vessel was to be engaged in

the Slave Trade, as her papers were all in order, and there was nothing to warrant a

formal detention, he was obliged to allow her to depart.”

With reference to this case, Mr. Crawford observes, that Don Gregorio Tejedor is a

notorious slave-trader, and that he has ascertained, since the “ Grotton” sailed, on the

19th of April, that she had on board 38 pipes of water, and 160 shooks to be set up for

more water—casks, 244 bags of rice, 60 barrels of biscuit, and a cooking stove—f’acts

/ sufficient to condemn her, should she fall in with one of Her Majesty’s cruizers. 'He also

reports, in the same despatch, that the American brig “Lillie Mills,” of 199 tons, was

cleared on the 20th of April at the Havana for San Pablo de Loando, by a certain

J; Newcomb, who calls himself an American citizen, and whose services the slave-traders

have employed for along time to cover their ownership of American vessels. _ i

" The “Lillie Mills” had been stranded on the Colorado Reef, from whence she had

been got OE, and sold cheap, and was eminently fitted for slave—trading purposes.

Mr. Crawford further states in this despatch, that Don Eugenio Vifias was said

to have sailed for the Mozambique Channel on board a large vessel capable of carrying

1,000 or 1,200 slaves, but that his supporters and partners were so influential that no

notice had been published of the clearance or sailing of the ship in Which be went,

although there is little doubt that he did sail on the 9th of April, in the Chilian ship

“ Eloisa,” referred to in the Commissioner’s despatch of the 12th March.
On the 2nd March, Mr. Shelton, the British Judge in the Mixed Commission at

Sierra Leone, reports that the list of condemnations of slavers during the year 1858 shows

a decrease in number as compared with those of 1857, fifteen having been condemned

during the former year in the Vice-Admiralty Court of the colony, and one in the British

and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, but he regrets to add that this decrease in the
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number of captures made by Her Majesty’s eruizers is far from being a proof of a

decrease in the Slave Trade carried on from the West Coast of Africa. On the contrary, a
he says, it is but too clear, from the reports of Her Majesty’s Naval Officers employed

«on the station, that during 1858 the trade'had been carried on With greater activity and

success than had been the case for many? previous years, and that he has unquestionable

authority for affirming that between 10,000 and 11,000 slaves are known to have been

exported from the West Coast during the year, while many other shipments must have

taken place, which had not become known to the British authorities.

:1 have thus brought before your Excellency, in detail, statements Which

Her Majesty’s Government believe must satisfy Her Catholic Majesty’s Government that

.not only a considerable increase has taken place inthe number of slaves introduced into

Cuba in the year 1858, as compared With the previous year, but also that the proportion

captured during the same ,period is verymuch smaller, the numbers being 10,436 landed,

and 2,324 captured by Spanish authorities in 1857, against 16,992 landed, and 639

* captured in 1858.
The Earl of Malmesbury, in instructing me to bring this fact before your Excellency’s

consideration, refers to a report which I forwarded to his Lordship in February last, of a

conversation Which I had with your Excellency upon the subject of the Slave Trade, in .

which you expressed a conviction that Mr. Crawford’s statements as to the number of

slaves introduced into Cuba were greatly exaggerated, for that, according to accounts

received by Her Catholic Majesty’s Government from General Concha, their number had

not latterly exceeded 5,000 annually. Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State,

however, observes, that it is useless for the Spanish authorities to deny the accuracy of

Mr. Crmrford’s statements, as they are corroborated by reports received by Her Majesty’s

Government from other and totally independent sources. ,
To show the extent of the Cuban Slave Trade, his Lordship says it is only necessary

to mention that thirteen vessels were captured by British cruizers during the past year,

on the VV’est Coast of Africa, either with slaves on board, or equipped for Slave Traffic,

while the following vessels Were reported by Commodore Wyse to have escaped with full

cargoes of slaves destined for the Cuban market :—The “Merchant,” “ Telegraph,”

"‘Putman,” “William Montague,” V“B100ming Youth,” “ Trovador,” “ Charlotte,”

“Ellen,” and “ Venus.” And besides the i'essels above enumerated, other vessels, Whose

names are not given, are known to have escaped with cargoes of slaves destined for

Cuba. » '
Mr. ConsuI-GeneraI Crawford also gives the names of the following vessels as

having landed cargoes of slaves in Cuba :——The “ Nancy,” “ Peruana,” “Iberia,”

“Haidee,” “E. A. Rawlings,” and “E. A. Chase.” And as it is known that these

vessels were at one time on the African coast, and destined for Slave Traffic, there

can be little doubt that Mr. Crawford is correct in stating that they landed their

cargoes in Cuba. - .
The advices, moreover, received byHer Majesty’s Government tend to show that

preparations are making for carrying on the Slave Trade on a still more extended scale

during the present year. Besides the vessels mentioned above as having been reported

by Mr. Crawford on the 2nd of March last, as being intended for employment III the

Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government have received information that fifteen other

vessels have either sailed, or are about to sail, from American and Cuban ports, destined

to be employed in that Traffic. , '

Amongst other vessels, also, Which have this year arrived in the West Indies with

slaves on board, the “ Majestic,” lately stranded on the coast of Puerto Rico, must be

mentioned ; and there is the best authority for stating that this vessel, which is capable

of carrying upwards of of 1,000 negroes, had previously landed several cargoes on the

Cuban coast. , -
Her Majesty’s G0vernment cannot, therefore, admit there are any grounds to

call in question the truth of the reports Which they have received as to the present

frightful extent to which slave—trading is carried on between the coast of Africa and

the Island of Cuba; and I am to state’to yOur Excellency that unless some effective

steps are taken by the Spanish authorities to fulfil the solemn obligation into which

Her Catholic Majesty’s Government have entered, to put a stop to the Cuban Slave

Trade by means which they undoubtedly have at their command, the Government of‘ the

Queen my Sovereign cannot but foresee that those friendly relations which it isthe

earnest desire of Her Majesty’s Government. to maintain with the Government of Her

Catholic Majesty may be most seriously impaired.
‘ I have, 8m.

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.
 

CLASS B.
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No. 149.

Mr, Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.——(Received June 3.)

Sir, 1 Madrid, May 28, 1859.

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy and translation of a letter from

the Minister of Finance to the Director—General of Customs, which has been published

in the “ Gazette,” acquainting him with a Royal Order, that the Xth Article of the

Treaty between Great Britain and Spain for the suppreseion of the Slave Trade shall

be included in the Customs’ Regulations now in force in the Peninsula, in order that

vessels proceeding to the West Coast of Africa for palm oil may not, through ignorance,

have difficulties in satisfying Her Majesty’s cruizers upon the coast as to their being

engaged in legal pursuits,
I have, &:c. ,

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 149.

The Minister of Finance to the Director-Geneml of Customs.

(Translation)

Most Illustrious Sir, Madrid, April 13, 1859.

THE Queen (whom God preserve I) having been acquainted with a communication

from the Department of Itate, in which it is stated, with reference to the Spanish

Consul in Sierra Leone, that the Spanish polacre “Joven Jacinta,” from Tarragona,

had presented herself in that port, with fifty unmade-up casks for loading palm oil, but

without the document referred to in the Xth Article of the Treaty solemnized with
England on the 28th of June, 1835, her Captain, D011 Sian Alcina, having stated that

he was not aware that it was necessary, in order to prevent any difficulty with the
cruizers charged with the repression of the Slave Trade, Her Majesty has been pleased
to command, in accordance with your proposal, and in order that ignorance may never

henceforth be alleged, that the Xth Article ef the said Treaty shall be included in the
Customs’ Regulations now in force, in the section of “Exportation to Spanish Possessionsg”
and that a replyshall be made to the Department of State, informing it of this Royal
Order, as well'as that a copy of the said Article has been circulated to the Custom—houses

of the Peninsula through your Direction—General, charging them to bear it in mind, and

to fulfil, and cause to be fulfilled, by the commercial community, the orders therein

contained. '
Which I mention to you by Royal Order, for your information and guidance.
God preserve,~ 8w.

(Signed) SALAVERRIA.

 

No. 151.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 10, 1859.

W1TH reference to my despatch of the 13th ultimo, instructing you to make
known to the Spanish Government the decease of M. Joaquin der Zugasti, Her

Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone, I regret to
have to inform you that, by the packet which arrived this day with the African mails,

I have received intelligence of the death of M. de Sanguirico, the Spanish Vice—Consul,
and Her Catholic Majesty’s Acting Judge in the said Court. ~ '
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I 'have toyinstruct you to communicate to the Spanish Government the intelligence

of this melancholy event, which leaves Her Catholic Majesty without a representative in

the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone.
~ I am, 8m.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

No. 152.

Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.——(Received June 12.)

My Lord, ' Madrid, June 3, 1859.

, I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 22nd

,ultimo, transmitting to me copies of a further correspondence between Her Majesty’s

Consul at Puerto Rico and the Captain-Greneral of that island, respecting the abduc-

tion of a portion of the negroes landed from the stranded slaver “ May'estic,”

and I have the honour to inclose herewith the copy of a note which I have addressed

to Seiior Calderon Collantes, communicating to his Excellency Mr. Hunt’s observation

upon this subject.
I have, &c..

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 152'.

Mr. Buchanan to Sefior Collantes.

Sir, Madrid, June 3, 1859.

WITH reference to my note to your Excellency of the 21st ultimo, relative to the

abduction by certain parties in Puerto Rico of a portion of the negroes Who formed

the cargo of the slaver “Majestic,” lately stranded upon that island, I have the

honour to inclose herewith, for your Excellency’s information, copies of a further

correspondence which has taken place between the Captain-General 0f the island

and the Consul 0f the Queen my Sovereign upon this subject. ,
Mr. Hunt states to Her Majesty’s Government, in forwarding the inclosures, that

the abduction and dispersion of a large body of negroes, where the cargo of the

“Majestic” was lauded, w0u1d have been impossible without the knowledge and

connivance 0f the authorities; and it may be inferred that the Captain-General

entertains a similar opinion, from his Excellency, after receiving Mr. Hunt’s note,

having placed the Captain of the port and the Alcalde of Humacao under arrest,~to take

their trial at the capital. of the colony for complicity in the abduction and disposal of
the missing negroes.

His Excellency appears also to have assured Mr. Hunt that he would cause any

estates to be searched on which there was reasonable ground for suspecting that negroes

were concealed. _ .

Your Excellency will, however, I feel assured, be of opinion that the» case is one

which calls for the most energetic measures on the part Of General Cotoner, not only

because free men in the charge of Her Catholic Majesty’s officers have been kidnapped ‘

into slavery, but more especially with a view to the future, for if the negroes are not :

Iecovered, and if such transactions are left unpun‘ished, the Island of Puerto Rico, .

Which has hitherto afforded no encouragement to the slave-trader, will undOubtedly‘ -

become a new market for his inhuman and demoralizing Traffic ; and the African Slave :

Trade, instead of being extirpated in the Island of Cuba, will be extended to another :
Spanish colony. -

I avail, 860.
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.
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N0. 153.

The Earl of Malmesbury to MT. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 16, 1859.

WITH reference to Lord Clarendon’s despatch to Lord Howden, dated the
11th December, 1856, I now inclose to you, for your information, the accompanying;
copies of a correspondence which has passed between Her Catholic Majesty’s Legation
in London and this office respecting the claims put forward by Messrs. Vidal and Rivas,

the owners of the Spanish vessel “ Fernando Pa” for compensation on account of the
wreck of that vessel in the harbour of Sierra Leone, after she had been acquitted of a.
charge preferred against her of being equipped for the Slavie Tradéez.

‘ am, c.
(Signed) MALMESBURY.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 153.

Sefior Conte to the Earl of Malmeshury.
(Translation)
My Lord, Spanish Legatiqn, London, April 9, 1858.

THE Government of Her Majesty the Queen my august Sovereign commands
me to address your Excellency, asking for an indemnificatiqn in favour of Messrs. Vidal
and Rivas, Spanish subjects, owners of V the corvette the “Fernando Po,” 10st at
Sierra Leone.

Her Majesty’s Legation in this city solicited this indemnification before, but Her»
Britannia Majesty’s Government was of opinion that it could not be acceded to as it

‘ was-exhibited. The letter of the Treaty gives no right to the owners of a ship detained
to claim reparation, when her capture is justified, and Her Britannic Majesty’s.
Government goes upon this principle in rejecting the claim of Messrs. Vidal and Rivas.

But that which Her Catholic Majesty’s Government asks for in favour of these
Spaniards is not precisely a reparation for damages occasioned t0 the corvette
“ Fernando Po” by the detention she suffered. The damages in question are independent
of those injuries. After the fact of the capture, and also of the detention in Sierra
Leone, another occurred more serious in its results and in itself ; that is to say, the loss
of the ship.

This accident has nothing to do with the losses and damages of the capture and
detention referred to in Article XI of the Treaty of 1835 ; it is a fact tantamount to the
burning of the ship, or to her destruction by violence, or to any other mishap distinct
and independent of the'capture, and not a necessary result thereof, nor the consequence
of a fortuitous accident. The Treaty cannot provide for it? and, in fact, the stipulations
of that Article are not applicable thereto.

Justice demands that he who caused this misfortune is responsible for it ; and as it
is shown by the statement of' shipwreck that it was due to the neglect of the English
officials to whom the care of the ship was entrusted, it is evident that it belongs to
Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, who can require the responsibility of those officials,
to indemnify the owners.

The Mixed Court of Sierra Leone, on information ofthis unfortunate event, decreed
that the question to Which it gave rise should be left to the determination of the
Governments of England and Spain. The resolution, of that Court, copy of' which
I have the honour to forward to your Excellency, proves that the Judges considered
insuificient the indemnification of 25L sterling, Which they had decreed in their former
sentence, in conformity with the provisions of the Treaty, and that they were of opinion
that the affair, by the especial character it has assumed in consequence of the
circumstances that had occurred in it, ought to be settled equitably. For such motive,
they abstained from taking cognizance of a case which could not be decided in
accordance with the Treaty, and they left it to the decision of the two Governments, in
order that they should decide it in conformity with the laws of universal justice.

Her Catholic Majesty’s Government hopes, then, that Her Britannic Majesty’s
Government will not disregard this question, but that, on the contrary, looking at it
with due impartiality, it will give another proof of the spirit of justice by Which it is
actuated, in agreeing to grant to ‘Messrs. Vidal and Rivas the indemnification they
ask for. I have, 860.

(Signed) AUGUSTO CONTE.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 153.

Extract from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Miwed Commission Court at Sierra Leone.

IN the case of the Spanish barque “ Fernando Po,” Thomas Torrens, Master.

With reference to that part of . the Decree of Court, in the case of the restored

Spanish barque “Fernando Po,” stating that the expense of refitting her for sea, as she

was at the time of detention, should be divided between the captors and. claimant, which

refitment was ascertained by an authorized Surveyor of the Court to amount to the sum

of 25L, it is now determined by the Judges of the said; Court, that as the “Fernando Po ”

has subsequently become a wreck, and cannot therefore be refitted, this matter should be

left for the decision of the two Governments of England and Spain.
(Signed) T. C. WESTON.

CHEV. GUILLEMAR D’ARAGON.

 

Inclosure 3 in No, 153.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Sefior Conte.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 17, 1858.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I referred to the Lords Commissioners of

Her Majesty’s Treasury your letter of the 9th, of April last, renewing, by direction of

- your Government, a claim made on a former occasion by Her Catholic Majesty’s Legation

at this Court, for compensation for the owners of the Spanish barque “Fernando Po,”

which was detained by a British cruizer on the African coast on a charge of being

equipped for the Slave Trade, and having been acquitted of that charge by a decision of

the MiXed British and Spanish Commission at Sierra Leone, was subsequently wrecked in

that harbour. ,

It appears from your letter that this renewed request is founded on the assumption ‘

that the barque “ Fernando Po,” when she was wrecked, was at the time in the possession

of the British authorities, and that it was in censequence of the neglect of the!

officers who were in charge of her that she suffered the injuries which caused her

destruction.
But I beg leave to acquaint you that it has been represented to me by the Board of

Treasury, that you are in error in supposing that the “ Fernando Po ” was in the hands of

the British authorities when she was wrecked, the fact being, that after that vessel had

been given up to her own master and crew, she was beached by them in one of the bays

of the pmt, and there grounded on a rock, and received so much injury that she was

condemned as unseaworthy.
Such being the facts of the case, I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment would not feel themselves called upon to make any compensatiOn to the owners of

the “Fernando Po ” for a loss which would appear to have been caused by the aetsv of

their own servants.
. I am, &c.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 153.

M. de [starts to the Earl of Malmesbury.

(Translation).

My Lord, ‘ Spanish Legation, London, November 24, 1858.

THE reply which your Excellency was pleased to return to the note of Sefior Conte,

iated the 9th of April, relative to the indemnification claimed by the owners of the

gorvette - “Fernando P0,” was made known in due time to the Government of my august

overe1 n. ,
That reply merely stated that Her Majesty’s Legation was mistaken in asserting

that the “Fernando Po ” was in possession of the British authorities when she was

wrecked, and that the truth was that, after the ship wasgiven up to the owner and crew,

they left her exposed to the waves on one of the shoals of the harbour, and there she

settled down on a rock, and was so much damaged that she was condemned as unable to

go to sea.
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But Sefior Conte did not say that the corvette “Fernando Po ” was iu possession of

the British authorities when the shipwreck took place. HIS words .m his note of the

9th April, to which your Excellency refers in your communlcation. of the 12th of

September, were as follows::——“ It is ‘shown in the statement of the shlpwreck that this

was caused by the carelessness of the English officers, to whom _the guard of .the vessel

was entrusted.” He did not mean by this that the shlp was in the possessmu of the

English at the moment of the wreck. What he. meant was, that the Enghsh had

kept her until that moment, and this circumstance 1s the bas1s on which our clalm IS

foumi‘fiid, in fact, if the vessel had been in the possession of the English oflicers at the

moment of the wreck, there would have been no need to put forward a claim. Her

Britannic Majesty’s Government would not have requlred. the Government of Her

Catholic Majesty’s to solicit a reimbursement. The reunbursemeht would have

been so necessary a consequence of the facts that the British authorities themselves

would have hastened to furnish it. There being no doubt about the fact, there would

not have been a doubt about their responsibility. . _ . .

In regard to the case before us, the circumstance Whlch gives use to Ithe.cla1m,

and calls upon Her Majesty’s Government to bring forward the proofs which It does

bring forward, is, that the ship was wrecked because the Enghsh officers Who'had been

left in charge of her had been so careless that the vessel remained in a condltlon unfit

to resist the action of the sea and the waves. This is the fact which the Government of

His Catholic Majesty had to prove, and has already proved by documents which are in

the hands of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty.

Her Majesty’s Legation hastened to transmit them to your Excellency’s prede-f

cessor, inclosed with the first appeal which it considered right to make to hlm upon

this business, on the 5th of August, 1856. It is shown by them that after long and

bitter disputes between the Mixed Court and the Oflicers of the Royal English Navy,
the vessel remained in the exclusive possession of the latter; it is shown that during

the three months which the detention of thevessel lasted, those same officers were the

only persons who guarded her; it is shown that it was by the carelessness of those
officers that the provisiOns were damaged, and the hull and spars _of the yessel injured to
such a degree that she was not fit to go to sea. The acconipanylng coples, duplicates of

those that were transmitted in 1856 to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, will be

sufficient to convince your Excellency of the truth of these statements.

In view of all this, it is not possible that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty
should refrain from now urging the claim it has already put forward. It is, then, by its
command, that I now address your Excellency, calling on you to consider again, with
due attention, this lamentable affair. ‘

The question is one of a claim founded in equity. A $panish vessel was captured
by English officers and carried to Sierra Leone‘ A long contest was raised there between
the captors and the Mixed Court upon the question of who should be her keepers
during. the trial. It was adjudicated that the possession should be in the hands of the
capturing officers; that is to say, of one of the two parties interested. Those oflicers
allowed the provisions to rot, the rigging to be lost, the sides and the deck to be
damaged; they‘never moved the vessel; they never raised or changed the anchors. In
the meantime the Court pronounced sentence, and the corvette was acquitted of all
blame; but this sentence of acquittal was of no use. The English officers gave the
vessel 'up to her owners, but they gave her in such a state, that, not being able to resist
the beating of the sea, she was wrecked immediately on the coast.
‘ These are the facts: this it is which gives rise to the claim of Her Catholic
Majesty’s Government. The Mixed Court of Sierra Leone, in passing sentence,
considered that this circumstance should be submitted to the equity of the. two Governs
ments, and this sentence implies in itself the admission of the fact that the vessel was
lost by the fault or the carelessness of the English officers entrusted to keep her ; for it
is iudubitable, that if she‘ had been injured by the want of care of the Spanish crew,
there would have been no cause for this discussion between the Judges, and they would

,, not have turned their attention to it for a moment ; the owner of the corvette would be
the loser by the damages and injuries which the abandonment, the carelessness, or the
guilt of his servants, had caused to him, and, consequently, they would have had nothing
to leave to the decision of the two Governments, because this circumstance would have
been a private matter completely foreign to their intervention. Good faith and a right
judgment are sufficient to infer this deduction from the sentence pronounced by the
Court of Sierra Leone. To this document, already transmitted previously to Her
Britauuic Majesty’s Government, 1 call very particularly your Excellency’s attention. If
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our Excellency considers itwith full impartiality, if you consider also the documents

a duplicate of which I have the honour to inclose, and particularly the one a marked

No. 3, where the damages caused .to the ship by the carelessness 0f the English officers

.are proved, I Venture to h0pe that your Excellency will acknowledge the justice With

which the Government of my august Sovereign claims an equitable indemnification in

favour of Vidal and Rivas. I have, 8m.
(Signed) XAVIER E ISTURIZ.

 

Inclosure 5 in N0. 153.

The Earl of Malmesbury to .M. de [sturiz._

Sir, I Foreign Ofice, June '7, 1859.

ON the 15th of December last, I had the honour to inform you that I had referred

to the proper department the note which you addressed to me on the 24th of the previous

month, containing a further statement of the grounds on which Her Catholic Majesty’s

Government claimed compensation for the owners of the Spanish barque “Fer-

nando P0.”
The circumstances of this case have again been attentively considered, and I shall

now proceed to explain the decision by which Her Majesty’s Government feel'that they

must abide.
‘ In the note which I had the honour to address to Sefior Conte on the 17th of June

last, in reply to his note of the 9th of April, 1858, I stated that it appeared'from his com—

munication, that the renewed request for compensation for the owners of the “ Fernanda

P0” was founded on the assumption that the “ Fernando Po” when she was wrecked, was

at the time in the possession of the British authorities,and that it was further assumed

that it was in consequence of the neglectofthe officers who were in charge of her that

she suffered the injuries Which caused her destruction; and varoeeeded then to state that

Sefior Conte was in error in supposing that the “Fernando P0” was in the hands of the

British authorities When she was wrecked, the fact being, that after that vessel had been

given up to her own master and crew, she was beached by them in one of the bays 0f

the harbour, and there gTounded on a rock, Where she received so much injury that

she Was condemned as unseaworthy. V '

But in your note of the 24th of November, you observe, that Sefiorl Conte did not say

that the “ Fernaudo P0” was in possession of the British authorities when she wrecked,

that the words in his note of the 9th of April was as follows :———“ It is showu in the

statement of the shipwreck that it was caused by the carelessness of the English

officers to whom the guard of the vessel was entrusted.” That he did not mean by

this that the ship was in the possession of the English at the moment of the wreck;

that what he meant was, that the English had kept her until that moment, and that

this circumstance is the basis on which the claim is founded. '

V You then proceed to explain that the circumstance which gives rise to this '

claim is thefact, that the wreck of the ship was occasioned by the carelessness of the

English ofiicers who had been left in charge of her, and that it was owing to them that

the provisions were damaged, and the hull and spars of the vessel injured, to such an

extent that she was not fit to go v to sea. You further state that the officers in charge of

the “Fernando Po ” never moved the Vessel, ’that they never raised or changed the

anchors, and that when the Court pronounced sentence, and acquitted the vessel, the

sentence of acquittal was of no use, for the English Oificers gave the vessel up to- her

owners in such a state, that not' being able to resist the action of the sea, she was

immediately wrecked on the coast. You add, that this view of the case is supported by -

the sentence of the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, to which you call particular

attention, and which, in your opinion, implies an admission of the alleged facts,

and justifies the reference suggested by the Court,’ to the equity of the two

Governments. ) ,
You, therefore, argue that it is is undoubted that if the “Fernando Po ?’ had

been injured by the want of care of the Spanish crew, there would have been no

call for the discussion between the Judges ; that the owner of the vessel would have been

the loser by the damages and injuries which that neglect, the carelessness, or the guilt, of

his servant had caused, and that, consequently, nothing would have been left for the

decision of the two Governments.
But the Report of the 'oflicers appointed by the Mixed Court at Sierra Leone,

to survey the “Fernando Po,” at the time when she was given up to theSpanish Master
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and crew, forbids the assumption that the subsequent loss of that vessel could have
been in any way owing to the carelessness" or neglect of the“ British Officers, for it is
satisfhctorily established by the Report of the Officer appointed by the Mixed Court to
survey the “Fernando Po,” that, after three months’ detention, the vessel being at the
time more than twenty years old, the sum of 251. was all that was required to place the
“Fernando Po ” in as good a condition to proceed to sea as she was when she first
arrived at Sierra Leone. V

It is-important to observe that. this'Report, of which the following is a copy, was
approved by both the British and Spanish Judges :—- ~

“ Sir, , “ Sierra Leone, November 2, 1855.

“Agreeable to instructions received from you yesterday by order of the Honourable
the Judges 0f the Court of Mixed Commission, I this day repaired on board the restored
Spanish harque ‘Fernando Po,’ taking with me a practical than, and, in the presence of
Mr. Tapril, the officer late in charge of said barque, minutely examined her below and
aloft, and do conscientiously believe that the sum of 25L sterling will place the said
barque in as good a condition to proceed to sea as when she arrived here.

“I have, 810.
(Signed) “ J. E, TAYLOR.

5;; .Apyroved, and an addition of two guineas to the Surveyor.
(Signed) “ T. C.‘ WESTON.

“ A. DE. GUILLEMAR DE ARAGON.”

Moreover, the sentence of the Mixed Court at Sierra Leone cannot be held to imply
an admission that the “ Fernando P6” was lost by the fault or carelessness of the
English officers, because the wreck did not occur until eleven days after the sentence.

In alluding to the sentence, however, as bearing out your view of the case, you

probably meantto refer to a Minute of the Mixed Court which was, passed subsequently
to the wreck of the “ Fernando P0.”

The following is a copy of the Minute in question :—

“ British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice.
“,Inthecase of the Spanish barque ‘ Fernando Po,’ Tomas Torrens, Master.
“With reference to that part of the Decree of Court in the case of the restored

Spanish'barque ‘ Fernando Po,’ stating that the expense of refitting her for sea as she
was at the time of detention should be divided between the captors and claimant, which
refitment was ascertained by an authorized surveyor 0f the. Court to amount to the sum
of 25L, it is now determined by the Judges of the said Court that, as the ‘ Fer-
nando Po’ has subsequently become a wreck, and cannot therefore be refitted, this
matter should be left to the decision of the two Governments of England and Spain.

' (Signed) “ T. C. WESTON; ’
“ A; DE GUILLEMAR DE ARAGON.”

This Minute, however, had reference only to the disposal of the above-mentioned
sum of 251., which had been awarded by the decision of the Court for refitting the
“ Fernando Po,” and which could not be applied to that purpose when the vessel was
wrecked. It had nothing whatever to do with the general question of the loss of the
vessel, and_when._subsequent1y one moiety of the 25L, and one moiety of the W. 2.9.,
the Surveyor’s fee, amounting together to 13L 113., the proportion payable by the
captors, was paid at Sierra Leone to the agents of the Spanish owner, and was included
in an account forwarded by the Marshal of the Court and paid by Her Majesty’s
Government nothing was left to be decided by the two Governments, and neither the '
Spanish oWners nor the Spanish Government had any further claim against the British
ca tors. '
P I have in conclusion to observe, that there can be no question of the fact of the

“Fernando‘Po” having been in the sole charge and possession of her Spanish master
and crew at the time when she was wrecked, the sentence of the Court. releasing the
vessel having been pronounced on the 30th of October, 1855, and the vessel having been
given up to her master on the same day, whilst the wreck of the “ Fernando Po ” did
not take place till the night‘of the 10th of November, when she had been eleven days
in the hands of her Spanish crew.

The wreck, moreover, was caused, not by the action of the wind or the waves, which
the “ Fernando Po,” owing to the assumed dilapidation of her bull or spars, was unable to
withstand,.but'by the'act 0f the parties at the time in possession of her, who, for the
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purpose of cleaning her bottom, beached her in one of the bays oi the port of Sierra

Leone, where she grounded on a rock, and, being an old vessel, received so much injury

that she was subsequently condemned as unseaworthy. ,

The immediate cause of the loss of the “ Fernando Po ’1 was, therefore, the want of

judgment or carelessness on the part of the master and‘ crew ‘in beaching the vessel

in an improper place, and, however much Her Majesty’s Government may regret her

owner’s loss, they can only signify their entire concurrence in the position laid down by

you in your note of the 24th of November, that the owner of the corvette must alone

be the loser by the damages and injuries which the neglect, the carelessness, or the guilt,

of his servants has been shown to have caused.
I am, &c.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

No. 154.

The Earl of Malmesbury to. Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, June 17, 1859.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of despatches, as marked in

the margin, from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, relative to the Cuban

Slave Trade.‘
I am, &c.

(Signed) MALMESBU'RY.

 

_ No. 155. ,

.Mr. Buchanan to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 22.)

My Lord, Madrid, June. 17, 1859.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 10th instant, I have the

honour to inclose herewith the copy of a. note which I have addressed to M. Calderon

Collantes, conveying to his Excellency the intelligence Which had been received by Her

Majesty’s Gove .ment of the death of M. de Sanguirico,‘ Spanish Vice-Consul and. Her

Catholic Majesty’s Acting Judge in the Mixed Commission .Geurtat Sierra. Leone.

I understand that Her Catholic Majesty’s Government had'heenf already made

acquainted with this melancholy event, and had consequently appointed. a successor to

M. de Sanguirico. < ’ ’
I am, &c.

(Signed) ANDREW. BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 155.

Mr. Buchanan to Senior Collantes.

Sir, \ Madrid, June 16, 1859.

WITH reference to the note which I had the. honour of addressing to‘ year

Excellency on the 21st ultimo, reporting the decease of M. Joaquin de Zugasti,

Her Catholic Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court ?.t Sierr-a. Leone, it is now

my painful duty to inform your Excellency, in conformity with instructions which I have

received from the Earl of Malmesbury, that the packet which arrived in Great Britain

on the 10th instant with the African mails brought intelligence of the death of M. de

Sanguirico, the Spanish Vice—Consul, and Her Catholic Majesty’s Acting Judge in the

above-mentioned Court. , ‘ . '

In acquainting your Excellency with this melancholy event,. which leaves Her

Catholic Majesty without a. Representative in the Mixed Commissmn Court at Sierra

Leone, I avail, &c. '
, (Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

* Nos. 194nm! 195; and Class A, .\"o. 18.

CLASS B.
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N0. 156.

Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.——(Received July 2'.)

My Lord, . Madrid, June 25, 1859.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 17th instant, on the subject of the

decease of M. Sanquirico, late Spanish Vice—Consul at Sierra Leone, Ihave the honour

to inclose herewith the copy and translation of a note which I have received from Sefior

Calderon Collantes, informing me that Don Manuel de Zea Bermudez, Who has been

appointed to succeed him, will proceed shortly to his post, and act as Cousul-General

until a successor is named to the late Sefior Zugasti.
I have, &cu‘

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 156.

Sefior Collantes to Mr. Buchanan.

(Translation)

Sir, ‘Aranjuez, June 21, 1859.

IN reply to the note which you had the goodness to address to me on the 16th

instant, acquainting me With the decease of Don Teodoro Sanguirico, Vice-Consul of

Spain at Sierra Leone, I have the honour to inform you that Her Majesty the Queen has

been pleased to name, in succession to that officer, Don Manuel de Zea Bermudez, who

will shortly start for his post, in order to take charge of the Cpnsulate-Greneral until the

arrival of the person nominated to fill the latter appointment. *
I am, &c.

(Signed) SATURNINO CALDERON COLLANTES.

 

No. 157.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, , _ _ V Foreign Ofiice, July 31, 1859.

WITH reference to Lord Malmesbury’s despatch of the 7th ultimo, I transmit,

for your information, copy‘of a further despatch from Mr. Lennon Hunt, Her Majesty’s
Consul at Puerto Rico,* by which you Will perceive that there can be. little doubt

but that 76 of the negroes who were recently landed at Humacao from the slaver
“Majestic ” have been embarked at that port for Cuba. on board the Spanish schooner

“ Terrible.”
I have to instruct you to bring the facts of this case, as reported in Mr. Hunt’s

despatches, to the notice of the Spanish Government, and you Will request the Spanish
Minister to inform you What steps have been taken by Her Catholic Majesty’s Govern-

ment, or what measures they propose to adopt for the punishment as well of the persons
engaged in the abduction of these negroes as of the authorities at Humacao, without
whose connivance it would have been impossible that they could have been kidnapped in
the first instance or subsequently embarked for Cuba.

 

I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

No. 158.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, August 11, 1859.

I TRANSMIT herewith for your information, copies of despatches as‘marked in
tho. margin,+ which I have received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-Geueral in Cuba,
and from the Acting British Judge in the Mixed Commission Court established in that
island: on matters relating to the Cuban Slave Trade.

I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

t No». 244, 1“ Nos. 200, 201, and 202 ; and Class A, No. 20.
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No. 159.

Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received August 30.)

My Lord, San Ildqfonso, August 24, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith for your Lordship’s information'the copy

and translation of a Royal Order, addressed to the Governor of Fernando Po, instructing

him, on the ground that all men are free in countries where slavery is not acknowledged,

not to deliver up, as claimed by the Governor of the Portuguese possessions of Santo

Tomé and the Prince, certain negro slaves who had escaped from thence, and taken

refuge in the island. _ I have, 8w.

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 159.

Royal Order.

WITH reference to your communication of the 20th ofJune last, giving account of a

request made by the Governor of the Portuguese possessions of Santo Tomé and the

Prince, that certain refuge slaves, belonging to various merchants of those possessions,

who have sought an asylum in the Island of Fernando Po, should be delivered up
to him :

Considering that the title of a property in a slave can only be valid in those coun-

tries in which the laws recognize the existence of slavery;
Considering that in all countries where slavery is not admitted, all men of whatso-

ever class, or whensoever they come, are necessarily‘reputed as ”free ;
Considering that'as the validity of the title which serves as the foundation of this

request is not recognized, the request cannot be taken into consideration ; ‘

COnsidering, finally, that in Fernando Po and its dependencies the existence of slavery
is not admitted nor recognized in any manner whatever, Her Majesty the Queen has been

pleased to dispose that you shall in no case whatsoever accede to claims of the nature of
that put forward by the Governor of the Portuguese Islands of Santo Tomé and the
Prince. v , ,.

Which, by Royal Order, I communicate to you for your information and guidance.
God preserve, &c.

 

(Signed) O’DONNELL.
San Ildqfonso, August 18, 1859.

No. 160.

Lord .1. Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, September 10, 1859,

WITH reference to my despatch the 31st of July last, I transmit to you
herewith, for your information, copies of despatches from Mr. Hunt, Her Majesty’s
Consul at Puerto Rico,* containing information respecting the fate of the negroes landed

from the “ Majestic,” who were seized by the authorities at Humacao, reporting the
steps taken by General Cotoner to apprehend the persons engaged in transporting a
portion of those” negroes to Cuba on board the Spanish steamer “ Term’ble,” and detailing
the circumstances of the capture of that vessel, together with her crew.

. ' I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 161.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, Septembef 10, 1859.
I _'1:RANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from

the Brltlsh Acting Consul—General at the Havanafi inclosing copies of a correspond-

* Nos. 245, 246, and 247. 1 No. 204.
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ence which he has had with the Captaifi'iGerieral of Cuba relative to the landing of a
cargo of slaves at Sagua. ‘ ' .

I am, 8w.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 1'62;

Lard J: Rfiééell ta=4M’fi.' Buchanan;

Sir, ' ‘ ~ Foreign? Ofifie, ‘ September':10;'218691

. ‘ WITH reference 10;,5n3ygdespatchrpfi itb'e 413111;, 1119“]qu rI in_clpse . forfqufirci‘nfbljnga-

tion "the accompanying copy Poi“ a dealaatclaefitolna 34:1,!th .GranQrd’ yth-Gi...,1_3¥ltlsh
Almin‘g‘benEuI‘SGeneral‘at the ‘Havanafiacpntgimng: Jquymafigoni _1_fe§9ecftflpg¢the movements

of vessels suspected of being destined for employment In the ipl'ilve Tride. ‘

' ram 'c.
(sigma; ’ ' 'J".=”“RUSSELL.
 

' No. 163.

Lord J. Russell to M'r. Buchanan.

Sir,- Foreign Ofl’ice, September 26, 1859.
M. ISTURIZ called at this office a few days ago, and etated that he was desired

bv his Government to declare, \x-‘itll'ti'ié‘eference to the complaints of Commodore Wise
tfiat slavery existed at Fernando 130,311th firthe Spanish Government had not only given
positive orders against it, but h‘a‘d also "enjoined thavif' any person should be landed in,
,theJiSIandiina a.gstam Qf-gslayc‘ryyhc should be set at; liberty.

I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

N0. 164.

Lord J. Russell to JVIr. Buchanan.

Sir, , Fereién‘ Ofiee,‘ '1Oetfoberv20,‘ 1859.
I TRANSML-T “herewith, forvyourgilifoxmation, copies ‘of‘ a‘ letter “and"its’inclo-

sures, from the Adn1iralty,T reporting the Capture, by Her Maje'sty’s' ship“ Pluto,”
of a brig, supposed ’tb‘bé‘the‘ Spanish brig “ Esperanza,”>which vessel. being found to be
fully equipped for the Slave Trade has been sent to St. Helena for adjudication.

I am 810.
(Signed) ’ J. RUSSELL.
 

' No.1265.

Lord .7. :Rdésell to'Mr. Buchanan:

Sir, ,. . . FafeignvOfi‘ce,’ October #538,51859.
LE: 'TRIANSI‘I’IIT‘ ,to yqu herewith a. copy .of mdespatjch ,frbni" Hei" " Maiestfj,”S-5"Cons111

:It. Zamibar,},1-'epd1'£ing the“ shipment ‘of 1,200 slaves" ffom: ‘HIéf'fieig’hbm’ifhebd of
. ?'th‘eaPOrtuguese settlgemcutfof‘jbo'1hr 111C Cuban market; . I"'th'irik ,itT'right‘ ~5€Iiiit vuu,
shouldbe:made'acquainted_3ngi;}1_i;hese,gbipmenfs of slaves:"jf‘l‘cn‘m’fhé'fiEas'fie'Srn-" Ceasf 0f
Afi-ioaefor-Cubep,‘ 35¢}?ny tendflo. shim" tliefl extenfiftoqxi'hich the Slave Tiede‘fiiéarried
0n 311-21:th island; ‘ ‘ - A

L _ , I am, 8:6. ,
(Signed). JJR‘USSELL.

* No. 205. Jr Class A, No. 119. , 1 No. 86.
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No, 166.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, _ 1 Foreign O_flice, November 1, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies "of despatches-fromvHer-Majesty’s Acting

Consul-General at the Havana,* respecting the continued importation of slaves into

Cuba. . '
I have to instruct you vtozm'epresent to the Spanish Government the several cases

specified by Mr. Crawford, and you willsay that in regard to such matters the Spanish

Government‘appears entirely to, owerlook the obligations by which it is bound towards

thiscountrY- . . , .. . t ’
It is ”notorious; that”thé‘SlaVeidéatlei‘s bribé‘th’e‘ ideal authoritiesin Cuba, and it is

scarcely too muchtoassumeflithetg'i’niallg firebabflity’, every Civilgflfiicer‘ in Cuba, from

the highesttd thevl' est,,i’s,"m’aking‘ié.'fO‘x‘tilfieioutiof-the»"misei‘y='andi degradation of his

fellow men; t ' ' ,

The Spanish" Gaveitnment, although it has received a large sum of money from

Great Britain" as the price of its consent to abolish the Slave Trade, is the only Govern-

ment whicbepeniyandwnotoriously favours thatflti'gde,‘ by the countenance which it

affords to its colonial authorities, and the facility it suffers them to enjoy'for carrying on

their malpractices With impunity.
‘You will read this despatch to Seiior Collantes.

I am, &c..
4

(Signed) , . J.VRUSSELL.
 

N0v"'§'].67 o

Lard J: 33.74853”; ‘to Mr. Buchhhani

Sir, , Fdr‘eign‘ 'Qflice; 'No'eeirtb‘er *8; E 1859.

WITH‘referenee tomy despatch of the '1st instant, I inclose, for your information,

a_copy Of a further despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana”-

containing information felatii'r'e‘ to‘th‘e‘ Cuban" Slave Tracie.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

P.S.—-—I also inclose an extract of a letter from Commodoi'e W’ise, which has been

:eomuiunieated;t0,«mea,byfihezAdmiralty,I reporting the capture of several slave—vessels '
bythr;»Majesty’sicri1izerS .911 the‘Af‘rieaneoast, and containing information whiehi'tends

to; show ’the‘ extent: to which {the Cuban Slave Trade is‘ ‘i‘io‘stf'? Cél‘i‘iédifl'fi;

 

No. 168.

Mr. Butihanan to Lord J. Russell.—(Receiued December 9.)

My Lord, _ Madrid, Novembew 30, 1,859.

‘ I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s iuformation,the
translation of a memorandum, Which I have had drawn up in Spanish, from the inclosure
in your Lordship’s degpateh. of the ”1st iiistant, which I placed in M. Calderbn
vCollantes’ hands some days ago, after calling ’his Ekeellency’s attention to the more
flriki-ngp'roofs whieh itxaifonds of the extent to which slave-trading is now carried on
between ,Guba‘andflthe VQQ‘ngIZS of Africa. I @159 pointed out more particulariy‘to his
vExceliflanlhali .Her.‘ .Qathgilic’ngestyg ‘Gevegnmenti were responsible foi" the impunity
with -.which; siaimtiihdiiig”vyfer'eseis”fare fitted'hut‘i'u thé‘poi‘t's‘ij‘f 'Cu‘ba', 'in' Consequence of
4211*.) QfithiQ—G‘géfieraiibeing"o'f ppiiiion that thespiefiish penai“ law eaimotf‘be appiied to

them .;;,1§1pgi {gig ;.the,;- fliidaCifiyfl with 'B’w‘vvl’i‘i’éh‘l’ 'sitc’hf'vessel'é, brot'ECt‘ed: 3 by' paper‘s iebtained in
Cuba, carry mi 'tJheii? flétéstab‘le “f1‘2’1’ific'iir‘1déi’the‘guns‘ 'of HierMajefity’e cfl1izer8é;’~ and I
added, that‘i‘unltil a remedy was applied to this evil, it VWould be i’m’pessihle to expect
that, Her 'Majestyfs . queijnment would give Her Catholic Majesty’s Government credit
for doing everything ih‘tlieir power to suppress the trade.

'3 Nos. 207 and 208. + No. 213. ' 1; Clash; No;- 1-27.»
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His Excellency replied, that, prima facie, it appeared to him that there could be no

good reason for not causing the penal law to be enforced against all vessels frequenting

the ports of Cuba, and he promised to read the memorandum and to give this part of

the snhj eat his serious attention. I then said that, having acquainted him With the facts

which had lately come to the knowledge of Her Majesty’s Government, I must also, in

obedience to my instructions, acquaint him with the impressions which they had made

ipon them ; and, in conformity With your Lordship’s directions, I read to him your

Lordship’s despatch above alluded to.

M. Calderon Collantes endeavoured to defend the Spanish Government and the

CaptaimGeneral of Cuba, but I said that, until some means were adopted to prevent the

constant disembarkation 0f negroes 011 the island, and the facility with which “cedulas”

were obtained for newly imported slaves, it could not be doubted that the local civil

authorities were in league with the slave-traders, and that until efficient measures were

taken for the punishment of the guilty, Her Majesty’s Government would continue to

consider that the Spanish Government sanctioned the daily violation of the obligations

which Spain had contracted to Great Britain with respect to the abolition of the Slave
Trade. I have, 8m.

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 168.

Memorandum.

THE proceedings of the British squadron on theCoast Qf Africa during the months

of June, July, and August, show the extent to which slaves are being shipped from

thence to Cuba. ,

Commodore Wise reports, on the 27th of August, that on the 13th of June, when

in latitude 0° 50’ south, longitude 4° 30’ east, Her Majesty’s, ship “Viper” proceeded,

under steam, to Anabon, passing that island on the night of the 14th. On the following

morning, she chased and captured a large brigantine without ,papers or colours, fully

equipped for the Slave Trade, which, being considered unfit for a long passage, was
surveyed and burnt.

On the’15th of June, Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope” captI'Ired a barque ten miles

north of Killongo, of about 250 tons burthen, and without name, colours, or papers. She

was fully equipped to receive a cargo of slaves, and was sent to Sierra Leone for

adjudication. This vessel was believed to have been once the American barque “ Antelope,”

but upon capture she was represented to have been formerly the “ Amanda and Maria,”

the joint property of Ximenes, Martinez, and Lafitte, a wealthy Havana firm connected

with Paris andeondon, and of her Master, Antonio Huerta. ,

She was consigned to Silva, and the money for the purchase of the slaves had‘been

forwarded to the Congo, m‘a Liverpool and London.

On the morning ofthe 4th of July, Commodore Wise boarded, in Banda Point Bay,

the celebrated American slaver “Isla de Cubafi’ but her papers being perfectly cerrect,

even her coppers, plank, and. provisions being entered in her manifest, he ‘was obliged to

leave her unmolested.
On the 22nd of July, Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer” fell in with the slave schooner

“ Stephen H. Townsend,” and, after watching her movements, captured her on the 26th,

her Master having destroyed her flag and papers. She was fully equipped for theSlave

Trade, and was about to ship 500 slaves from Mayumba, where 1,000 were collected.

From information received from this vessel, Mayumba has become a favourite shipping

place, and slaves are shipped as far north as Cape Pibras.
On the 9th August, her Majesty’s ship “ Archer” captured, ofl' Banda Point, a

vessel, which proved to be the American barque “Laura,” which cleared from New

Orleans. She was' fully fitted for the Trade, and was despatched, as a prize, to
Vera Cruz. ‘

On the 17th August, when cruizing in the neighbourhood of Mayumba, the

“ Archer” chased and captured a topsail schooner, without papers 01' colours, fully

equipped fbr the Trade, supposed to be the Spanish schooner “Juana,” which sailed

from the Havana on the 20th of May last. As she was cut down to the water’s

Edge, faring the chase, to increase her speed, she was considered unseaworthy, and

urne . -
On the 30th July, Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton” boarded the American slave

barque “ 0ttawa;” the Captain of the “ Triton” having subsequently heard that the

“ Ottawa” and “Lillie Mills,” another slaver, had 'passed up the River Congo, he
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followed, and overtook them at Porto de Lefia. The papers of the “ Lillie Mills” were

very irregular, and though there is little doubt she is Spanish property, she hoisted

American colours. She landed her slave cargo the following day.

On the morning of the 11th, the “ Ottawa” weighed, followed by the “ Triton,” and

anchored at a 15art of' the river where a cargo of slaves had been recently shipped in

the “ Brownsville.” Being then closely watched, the “ Ottawa” left the river, and pro-

ceeded seaward, and 700 slaves; ready for shipment, near where she had anchored, were

dispatched inland. It was supposed the “ Ottawa,” would try Ambrizette 0r Moanda.

On the 16th July, Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto” chased and captured, ofi' Cabinda

Bay, a brig without colours or papers, fully fitted for the Trade, said to have been once

the Spanish vessel .“ Esperanza.” She was sent to St. Helena for adjudication.
Commodore Wise further states that, in the last eight months, twelve certain

shipments had occurred, while six more are almost certainly known to have taken place,

and he had received information of no less than twenty slavers, exclusive of those

captured 0r escaped, Which had left for the coast within the last five months. ‘

Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar reports that, on the 4th August, a large American

ship, under Spanish colours, shipped 1,200 negroes, for conveyance to Cuba, from a bay

a few miles to the south of Ibo.
The reports which Her Majesty’s Government receive from the Havana tend equally

to Igove that no diminution has taken place in the importation of negroes into the Island

of uba
On the 5th of September, Mr. Acting Consul—General Crawford reports that he has

received information respecting seven cargoes, or about 4,500 slaves, having been landed

during the month of August, in difi'erent parts of the island, namer—At Santa Cruz

(Canasi), about 800 Bozals, from a vessel supposed to be the American brig

“ Brownsville ;” at Siguapa, near Cardenas, a cargo of' 1,700, from a large American

clipper ship, and two cargoes of 310 and 70 negroes respectively in the neighbourhood.

of Cardenas, of Which the former was landed from the Spanish vessel “ Reglita,” at

Las Pozas, and the latter from a vessel which left the Congo with 1,100 negro'es, and

lost all except 70, from an epidemic which broke out on the voyage. ~

An American vessel lamled 1,400 slaves on the 15th August, near Sagua. A cargo

of about 700 was landed near Bahia Honda, and another of 340 at Santa Espiritu.

From the annexed copies of correspondence between Mr. Crawford and the Captain-

General, it would appear that his Excellency had only received information of the cargo

of 340 landed at Santo Espiritn, and that he had’fin consequence removed the Governor

and some of the authorities of the district, and that he doubted the landing of 800 at,

Santo Cruz, as a steamer had been sent to cruize in those waters, in consequence of

preparations having been reported to him for a landing there.

Mr. Crawford, however, states that the slaves Were landed, “not at the Santa Cruz'

alluded to by his Excellency, which is, on the south side of the island, but at another

Santa Cruz, about twenty—five miles to the Windward of Havana.

Mr. Crawford also states that the “ Terrible,” which sailed from Puerto Rico with .

seventy—six negroes in June last, succeeded in landing them upon the coast of Cuba, but

no information has reached the Captain-General on the subject, another proof of the

powerful means employed by the slave—traders to insure the silence of the local

authorities. ‘ .

The British Vice-Consul at Cardenas reports that, on the 27th of July, the American

brig “ Taverm'er” was cleared for Fernando Po, it being notorious that she left for a cargo

of slaves, her extra water-casks and provisions being embarked, in open day, from the

main wharf, under the very eyes of the authorities, the Captain of the port acknow-

ledging that she appeared to be destined for the Slave Trade, but declaring that he had

no authority to search her. The-satne Vice—Consul reports that the American barque

“ Corinthian” Was also being fitted out for Fernando Po, which is become a favourite

rendezvous for Slayers, from whence they clear for the Havana, when their cargoes are

ready for embarkation on the mainland, thus diminishing considerably the risk of

condemnatiOn in case of capture. 7 , -
Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General reports, on the 9th of September, that

the “ Corinthian,” above mentioned, had been stranded near Cardenas, and purchased by

a company of notorious slave-traders. He als'o states that on the evening of the
7th September, the Chilian brig “La Mar” sailed from the' Havana, cleared from

Valparaiso, but in reality bound for a slave—voyage. The “ La Afar” had been formerly

the American brig “ W. H. Stewart,” which was sold in the Havana to slave-traders.

Mr. Crawford had also received information that three vessels were fitting out in

the harbour for the Coast of Africa, of which one was said to be. the “ Nicolasa,” and

another the “ Angelita.” With reference to the facility» with which such vessels are

fitted out at theEHavana, two letters are annexed Which the 'Captain-‘Greneral addressed



136 SPAIN.

to Mr. Crawford in the month of May 1ast,'respecting the American brigs “ Lillie Mills,'{
and “ W. M. Grotton,” the former of which is mentioned above as being watched by Her
Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” both of which took in all their fittings and prov1s10ns at Havana,
”and were cleared at the Unstmn—housc for St. Paul de Loanda, and the Island "of

St. Thomas, on} the coast of Africa, the-Captain-General not considering himself autho-
' that though aware of‘their destination, to cause them to be searched and detained, his

Excellency being ofopinion that the penal law of 1845 is applicable only to Spanish vessels.
Consul-Gemeral Umwforti having returned to his post, states that the purchaser

of the “ W; H. Stewart,” mentioned above, was a certain Don Pablo Calvet, said to be a
. citizen of Chili, anti she ehtained the Chilian flag by the authority of the Chilian Consul
at the Havana, and sailed under the name of “ La Mar,” cleared in ballast for Valparaiso.
He also states that the American barque “ Pamphylia,” of‘ 240 tons, cleared 011 the
21st September, in ballast, for Omoa ; the American schooner “ J. H Toone,” of
145 tons, cleared in ballast on the 17th September for Ruatan, and that the American
brig “ Tallulah,” of 195 tons, was sold by his owner, Don A. Orta, an American citizen of
New Orleans, to a certain Don Jmm Bapt'sta Alexandre, said to be a Mexican citizen,
and has obtained Mexican colours from the Consul of the Republic at the Havana.

All these vessels were believed to be engaged in the Slave Trade. Mr. Craward
also expresses his belief in the existence of a joint-stock company at the Havana, with a
capital of 600,000 dollars, for the purpose ofslave-trading. ‘Some‘of the members being
wealthy and i11flu\ential persons, who arrange for the secret landing of the slaves, and
for providing them wit “ cedulas” and passes for their protection and transit.
 

No. 169.

Lord J. Russell [0 Mr. Buchanam

Sir, Foreign Oflice, December 14, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of two despatches, and of their inelosures,
from Her Majesty’s Consul—General at the Havana,* on matters connected with the
Cuban Slave Trade. I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of these
despatches to Seiior Calderon Collantes, and to say that the impunity with which the
numerous cargoes of slaves have been introduced into Cuba is a further proof how
entirely the instructions of the Spanish Government for the suppression of this Traffic
are disregarded. I am, 8w.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

P.S.—-Since writing the'foregoing, I have received further despatches, on the same
subject, from Mr. Crawford, of which 1 inelose copies.+
 

NO. 170.

Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received January 14.)

My Lord, Madrid, January 7, 1860.
WITH reference to the observations in Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s" despatch

of the 27th of last October, of which a copy was transmitted to me in your Lerd-
Ship’s despatch of the 14th ultimo, relative to the abolition of the system of “cedulas”
or tickets of protection for slaves, I think it right to state that the measure has
‘been represented to me to have been adopted in consequence of its having been disco-
vered that large quantities of forged cedulas were imported into the Island of Cuba from
New York, and distributed among the slave-traders. ‘

I have, &c,
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

No. 171.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, January 25, 1860.
I '1‘.RAl:‘TSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of despatches from

Her Majesty s Censul-General and from Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Havana}; relative
to the expected Increase of the Slave Trade and to the landing of slaves in Cuba.

I am, &e.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

' Nos. 214 and 215. + Nos. 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, and 223.
, Nos. 225, 226, 227, 228, and 229 ; and Class A, No. 2t
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No. .172;

Lord J.'Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, January 26, 1860.

I ,INCLOSE, for your information, the accompanying, eopies of a correspondence

which has paSse‘d‘ between the Spanish Legation at this Court and this Department,

arising out of the condemnation ,of the Spanish barqfle, “ Conchita” by the Mixed

Commission Court at Slerra Leone, on a. charge of being equipped for the Slave

Trade. '
' I am, &c,_

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

Inclosure 1 'in N6. 172.

M.’ de Isium'z to the Earl of Malmesbury.

(Translation‘J'

My Lord; Spanish Legation, London, Nevember 6,‘ 1858.

BY commandef theGovernment of, the Queen myaugust Sovereignglnhave the

honour to address your Excellencyvin protest against the sentence of the Courtef Sierra

Leone of the 7th of November, 1857, condemning the Spanish corvette “ Conchita,”

and claiming a suitable indemnification in. favoup/of the owners of the ship, Messrs. Vidal

and Rivas, merchants of Barcelona.
The chief grounds for this pretest and this claim are two :--1.. That the organization

of the Court of Sierra. Leefiewas, :in the case in question, vicious and inequitable; and,

2. That the Sefltence of the. said Court was unjust “inre minime dubiaf

Theserrtwo. points are,_ verygclearly :proved by the documents which; are in my

possessmn. . V , _ V . _

The Court was netduly constituted, beeause theGovemor of Sierra Leone did, not

comply with the provisions of Clause 4', Article IX,‘ of Annex 13,, nethaving given

immediate'notice tothe Qaptain-General 0f the; Canaries 0f the vacancy. occurring on

the part of Spain, whereas the Treaty says the vacancy shall be filled hp in the shortest

periodpossible. This precaution was the more necessary on the part’of the Court,

inasmuch as it had no intention to admit as Spanish Arbitrator the person who was then

in charge of the Spanish» Consulate. ‘Moreov‘er‘, Her BritanfiieaMajesty’sGovernment,

interpreting the letter of the Treaty in an illiberai spirit, Would not aeeed‘e‘ to the request

which was at the time addressed to it by the Legation of Her Catholic Majesty in

London, to acknowledge M. Porchat, the French Consul, as Spanish ArbitratOr, notwith-

standing that the Governor of Sierra Leone had officially acknowledged him as in charge

of the Spanish Consulate, publishing such ackhoWledgement'by' means of papers posted

in the streets of the town, and notwithstanding that the faculty of being Arbitrator

appertains to the office of Vice-Consul. , . - , I . ‘ -

.By the fault, then, of Her Britannic Majesty’erovernmeht and it's authorities in

Africa, the Court which condemned the “ Conchita” Was not mierI, ”and the interests of

Spain were not represented in it in any way: , ' a " L '

The “sentence pronounced by this Court; yieioflsly' constituted; was‘ pnjuStff‘in re

minime dubai,” because the grounds on which'it was based'ide net 'eonstitutega. sufficient

proof of the offence which was imputed to: the f‘ Conchitafl ,Infa‘et, neither'the circum-

stance that the vessel was detained witha cargo of tobaece and“b'rancly, nor that ‘of' her

having 01} board caskesnffiqient to'cofitain‘3,290 gallons of water and fifty-five planks,

which are the principal points supporting the sentence, can appear Sufficient to a just

and dispassionate mind. The Treaty'does not declare the nature of the cargo to be an

indication of guilt, nor can it be said that tobacco and brandy are suspected articles.

If they are, as the Court of Sierra Leeae says, much esteemed by the negroes, and if

they are usually given in exchaiige for slaves, it ‘is ‘also 'certain that they may serve, as

they were to have served in the preSent case, to buy palm oil. ‘ 4

, Messrs, Vidal and. Rivas, thepwnerspf the shiphshqw the epntraet oifvsale made With

the wellsknowh; firm _._Qf 'SOuZaNobreéfindsthat GDhiraCEp 3; duly. Certified 99,937. of Whiph
1s among the papersisent tQ’éthe SpanishyALegat‘ion, prove that the cargp in 1 qiie’stiOa had

not an illegal destination, " This fact is shown so clearly that arguments founded on

Opinigns-and conjectures .pannot be admitted against it; and if the iudgment 0f the

LASS B. ' "
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Court be'admitted in this case, an indefensible novelty will be the result in the juris-

prudence of captures, and it will be the case that this Court Will be able, by its own

will, to restrain lawful Spanish trade on the Western Coast of Africa. It 1s ev1dent that

there is no justice in bringing forward, as a proof of guilt 1n the corvette “ Qonchita,”

the fact of her having on board such or such a cargo, as the Court may cons1der more

or less Suited to purchase slaves. If it was good for such an exchange, It was also good

to purchase palm oil. ,
' In regard to the number of planks and casksfound on board, that fact also

cannot be admitted in the case of the “ Conchita,” as a proof of her guilt.

3,290 gallons of water is not an excessive quantity for a ship of the burden

of the “ Conchita,” which carried a crew of thirteen men, and had undertaken

a voyage of many months on an unhealthy coast, where good water is not

found with the same facility as in other countries; but It 18 also the case that the

corvette “ Conchita” was authorized to carry the casks and planks by competent

certificate of the Cnstom—house of Barcelona, which was the point of departure for

her voyage. This certificate, which is legalizefi by the Consulate of' He]; Britannic

Majesty in Barcelona, and a certified copy of whlch ex1sts also In Pier Cathohc Majesty’s

Legation in London, was considered insufficient at the Court of Sierra Leone, and the

grounds on which it supported this opinion is a further proof of the small degree of

justice With which it acted in this affair. In fact, the grounds were that the certificate

was not valid, because the corvette “ Conchita,” after leaving Barcelona, had touched

on Africa, and had gone on to Brazil. Such an argument introduces another inadmis-

sible novelty in the jurisprudence 0f the,Court of Sierra Leone. The Treaty does

not require that vessels bound for Africa should go there direct, nor does it state in

any way that the certificate which is carried is to proceed from the “last Pomt or points

where they may touch after their departure from Spain. Not only Is this the case, but

Her Britannic Majesty’s Government has not hitherto acceded to the offers of' the

Government of Her Catholic Majesty to exempt Spanish vessels from such certificate

of the port of origin, and has refused to admit the certificates of Spanish Consuls

resident at the points where they may touch after their departure from Spain ; so that
if the corvette “ Conchita ” had not presented the certificate of Barcelona, or if she had
presented the certificate of a Spanish Consul at any point of the globe, the Court of

Sierra Leone would have condemned her as guilty of unlawful commerce, and now

does condemn her because she presents the former, and has not procured the latter;

and it may be added to this that, even if the Captain of the corvette “ Conchita”

had been able to foresee that the certificate of the Custom-honse of Barcelona would

not be considered valid, it was not easy for him to get another in the Custom4house

of Bahia, which was the point from which he proceeded to go to Africa, because, not

being a Brazilian ship, the Brazilian authorities of Bahia could not well guarantee the

lawfulness of the trade in which she might engage afterwards.

Paragraph 6 of the Xth Article, in saying “ the point from Which the vessel has

departed,” designates a Spanish port, and not other foreign port 01' ports where the

vessel may'have touched during her voyage. Thus it has always been understood, and

thus Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, no doubt, understood it, when it refused to

admit certificates of Spanish Consulates in foreign countries. It is in Barcelona that
the ownersof the corvette “ Conchita? reside; from Barcelona comes the security
required by the Treaty which Messrs. Vidal and Rivas had given. The Certificate of
Barcelona, which they sent to the Court of Sierra Leone, and which was formally
legalized by Her Britannic Majesty’s Cons111ate,_is then a sufficient document to prove the
innocence of the “ Conchita.”

But in addition to this legal and formal proof, it is necessary to consider that the
circumstance of having on board a number of casks sufficient to contain 3,290 gallons
of water; Which was one of the chief grounds of the sentence, is by no means suspicious,
and is insufficient for the condemnation of the ship. This circumstance is so far insufii-
cient, that, in the Conference held in London in 1845 between the Plenipotentiaries of
Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia, it was declared that that alone did not
Constitute a sufficient suspicion for the detention of a merchant ship, and it is therefore
net just to bring it forward in the case of the corvette “ Conchita,” as a very principal
ground for the condemnation of 'this vessel. ‘

But the- truth is, that the Court, in its zeal for the repression of the Slave Trade,
has converted even the most unimportant matters into proofs. There were on board the
“ Conchita” neither chains nor fetters, nor large mess-boilers, nor an extraordinary
quantity of rice or maize flour. The corvette “ Conchita? came with documents en
régle, and with the evident intention of engaging in lawful commerce; it was therefore
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necessary to take advantage of the most insignificant things to give some colour of

justice to the sentence of condemnation.
As a proof of this assertion, your Excellency'will allow me to point out for your

consideration several contradictions visible enough, which the Court has fallen into.
The Court says that the corvette “ Conchita ’-’ took on board at ' Bahia the ‘fifty-five

planks which were found there, and confesses, nevertheless, that the certificate of

Barcelona mentions as many as forty-eight; wherefore seven only were taken in at

Bahia, unless it was that the captors reckoned among the planks small pieces of wood

which ships commonly carry for fire—wood, which may have been found on board.

At Lagos, where the “ Conchita ” was before going on to Bahia, the Vice-Consul of
Spain gave a fresh certificate that the corvette was engaged in lawful commerce, but,

nevertheless, this certificate also is also declared completely inefficient, which gives

reason to suppose that even if the Captain of the “ Conchita ” had foreseen that the certi—

ficate would not be considered valid which he took from Barcelona, and he had

procured another equivalent document from the Spanish Consul in Bahia, that circnmc
stance which the Court now wants, would not have prevented the sentence of

condemnation. ,
Messrs. Vidal and Rivas prove by documents worthy of entire credit, and which are

also in the possession of the Legation of Spain, and may be examined if the Government

of Her Britannic Majesty chooses, that the “ Conchita” complied with all the forms

required by the law, but yet the Court maintains that she did not depart from Bahia

en 75 le. ' '

él‘he planks found 011 board were not wide enough to form a middleadeck, but the

Court says that a middle-deck might be formed by helping out With the casks and

?\ipeS, so that if at some future time any slaver should take a fancy to carry slaves upon

pieces of cloth, hammocks of sail—cloth, or other extraordinary plans, any other ship

would find itself exposed to be declared good prize, if,’ not knowing ' this circumstance,

it should take on board a certain amount of cloth to mend the sails, or 'for any

other uses. ’ , ‘

The Court suspects that the “ Conchita” was already prepared to‘ receive slaves on

board in Whydah, where she was captured; but nevertheless it knows that she had
already bartered her cargo for palm oil to the respectable firm of Souza Nobre of

that ort. v
ii‘he Court also supposes that the first station of the “ Conchita ” on the coast of

Africa was suspicions; but nevertheless it knows at What points she touched, at What

points she left a part of her cargo, the persons with whom the Captain had any inter-

course, and that the “ Conchita ” was then visited by an English cruizer, who found her

{en Tégle, and that she had Don AleXandro Creus, the Spanish Consul, on board, as may

be seen in the log-book (1’) and in the ship’spapers.
Finally, the Court gratuitously supposes that the corvette,“ Conchita ” was suspicious

during her whole voyage ; but in spite of the very great efi'orts which the Court makes
‘ to give importance to insignificant facts, it does not succeed in giving to its Opinions any

other character than that of purely arbitrary indications. Thus, for instance, it is

desirous of attributing a suspicious aspect to the circumstance that there were notches
in the hatchway of the “ Conchita ;” but these notches were worm-eaten, and they Were

such as are used in Catalonian ships to fix the cargo, and there was nothing of the

netting which, by the Treaty of 1835, constitutes a Suspicious indication. It also makes

reference to the casual circumstance that one of the consignees 0f the “ Conchita ” was

a suspicious person as a dealer in slaves, as if it was so easy to find in Africa consignee
who are wholly free from‘ those same objections and suSpicions. , . v

To sum up the Whole, the sentence condemning the corvette “ Conchita ” was not

founded 'upon any direct proof, nor on any of those facts which leave no d011bt of the
guilt of a ship ; and this, which is always necessary, was much more So when the Court
was not mixed, and When the Government of Her Britannic Majesty would not wait for

the arrival of the Spanish Consul in Africa, nor consent that the person then
in charge of the Spanish Consulate in Sierra Leone should also be entrusted with

the defence of Spanish interests in the trial 'in question. The sentence is based

on facts which, When they accompany others more important, may perhaps add force to

proofs of guilt, but Which by themselves would not be sufficient ‘ to justify completely

even the detention of the ship, as the “ Conchita ” exhibits the certificate of Barcelona
for the forty-eight planks and for the casks. .

The Court and Audiencia of the Canary Islands, in two consecutive instances, have

. acquitted the Captain and .crew of the, corvette “ Conchita” of‘ all guilt; and this
acquittal, baSed upon an impartial examination of the document‘s and'excnlpatery
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evidence presented by the owners of the vessel, more aud Ihore confirms the Government.

of the Queen, my august Sovereign in the opinions whlch It [has concen‘ed from the first

relative to this lamentable affair. The public opinion of Spam has also protested unani-

mously against the sentence of the Court of Sierra Leone through the press, through

interpellations in the Cortes, and by respectful but energetle addresses made to Her

Majesty’s Government by the commercial bodies of the most important poets of Spam,

I have then most earnestly to request your Excellency to glve your most serious attention
to the matter which is the subject of the protest that I address to your Excellency in the
name of the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, and to consider What would be the

consequences that must necessarily follow if Her Britannia Majesty’s Government should

refuse to give a suitable indemnification to the owners of the corvette “ Oonckzta.” If

the facts on which the sentence of the Court is based are to be considered sufficient to

oonclemu this vessel, the consequence will be that Spanish ships, in order to be able to

sail aml trails in Africa without the risk of capture, must not only carefully avoid. all the
circumstances enumerated in the Treaty as indications of guilt, but also mtlst ascertain

What quantity of water the Court considers sufficient for such and such a number of

tous and of persons, what number of planks for repairs to the ship or other purposes the

Court may opiue to be sufficient or excessive, of what size the planks should be, so that

there may be no possibility of suspecting them of serving to build a double middle-
deck; what notches or mortices may be formed to hold fast the cargo so as not to give
cause for suspicion ; what sort of articles of lawful trade may be carried to Africa
Without fear of there being declared suspicious, because of the more or less liking
negroes may have for such articles; and it will be necessary also that they should sail
there directly, without touching at any intermediate point, and that before selecting a

consignee, the Court should be ' asked Whether he is, in its opinion, a person above’

suspicion, and if they may have intercourse with, him Without the danger of being

ca tured.
p Her Britannia Majesty’s Government cannot but admit that these inferences are

correct, and that these alone are sufficient to prove one or the other of these two things:
—-either that the sentence of the Court of Sierra Leone in the case of the corvette
“ Conchita,” should not be valid, or else that the interpretation and application of the
Treaty of 1835, Which have been made to this case, are so much opposed to the develop—
ment of the bond fide trade of Spain on the Coast of Africa, that it Will become the duty
of Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to ask for such an elucidation of the Treaty as
may prevent the repetition of such unpleasant occurrences as the one Which has given
rise to this note. .

I venture, therefore, to hOpe that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government will do
justice to the representations of the Government of my august Sovereign, and that it will
give a proof of the spirit of justice by which it is actuated, granting to Messrs. Vidal and
Rivas, of Barcelona, the reparation Which they solicit. ‘

I have, &c.
(Signed) VXAVIER E ISTURIZ.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 172.

Lord J. Russell to M. de Istum'z.

M. 1e Ministre, Foreign. Ofice, January 18, 1860.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I am now enabled to reply to the note
which you addressed to my predecessor on the 6th of November, 1858, protesting against
the condemnation of the Spanish barque “ Conchita ” by the Mixed Commission Court at
Sierra Leone, and claiming compensation for her owners, Messrs. Vidal and Rivas of
Barcelona, on account of the losses which they have sustained by reason of the confiscation
of their vessel and her cargo.

Before, however, entering into (any of the particulars of this case, I have to express
to you my regret at the unavoidable delay that has taken place in replying to your
above—mentioned note.
t The chief grounds on Which you make this protest and claim are stated to be
wo :— » ’

1st. That the organization of the Court at Sierra. Leone was, in the case in question,
“vicious ” and “ inequitable ; ” and,

2nd. That the’ sentence of the said Court was unjust “ in re minime dubia; ” and you
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add, that these two points are very clearly proved by documents in your possession. You
further state that the Court was not duly constituted, because the Governor of Sierra

Leone did not' comply with the provisions of Clause 4, Article 9, Annex B of the Treaty

between Great Britain and Spain of the 28th June, 1835, not having given immediate

notice to the Captain-General of the Canary Islands, of the vacancy occurring on the part

of Spain; whereas the Treaty says that “the vacancy shall be filled up in the shortest
period possible;” and an objection is likewise taken that the person in charge of the
Spanish Consulate was prevented from sitting in the absence of the Commissioners on the
part of Spain. '

As regards the-first point of objection, viz., that the organization of the Court of

Sierra Leone which condemned the “ Conchita ” was “vicious ” and “inequitable,” I have
to observe, that this position appears to me untenable, inasmuch as the provisions of the

Treaty in regard to the organization of the Court are precise, and they were strictly
adhered to in the case of this vessel.’ _

By Clause 4 of Article IX, Annex. B, it is provided as follows :—“ On the part of
Spain, and in that Court _ which shall sit within the possessions of Her Britannic

Majesty, in case the vacancy be both of the Spanish Judge and Spanish Arbitrator and
there be neither Spanish Consul nor Spanish Vice-Consul to fill ad interim the vacancies,

then the British Judge and the British Arbitrator shall sit, and in all cases brought

before them for adjudication shall proceed to judge the same and pass sentence
accordingly.”

Now, the Commissioners on the part of Spain and likewise the Vice-Consul, were
absent with the knowledge and consent of the Spanish Government, and M. Porchat,

the French Consul, who was in temporary charge of the Spanish Vice-Consulate, not
being competent to sit ad interim on the part of Spain, the circumstance arose which ha:l
been provided for by the Treaty, of the absence of all Spanish oflicers authorized to fill
the posts of Spanish Judge and of Spanish Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission Court,

. and the case was consequently ‘ adjudicated by the British Judge and the British
Arbitrator, as is provided by the stipulations of the Treaty under such circumstances.

And as regards your further objection, that the Court was not duly constituted
because immediate notice of the vacancy occurring on the part of Spain was not given
by the Governor of Sierra Leone, I have to observe, that there was not, in fact, any

vacancy of the office of either Spanish Judge 01‘ Spanish Arbitrator inasmuch as the
Spanish Government had omitted to fill up those appointments, and had appointed Sefior
Ogea, the SpaniSh Vice-Consul at Sierra Leone, to the post of Acting Arbitrator ; and it
was in consequence of the absence of this officer, which was known to and ought to have

been provided for by the Spanish Government, that the duty of ’adjudicating in the case
of the “ Conchita ” devolved on the British Judge and British Arbitrator.

With regard to your statement, that the sentence Of the Court was unjust, “ in re

minime dubia,” I have the honour to observe that the “ Conchita” was detained in the

roadstead 0f Whydah by Her Majesty’s ship “Firefly,” on the 27th of August, 1857;
that she had on board at the time of seizure a cargo of roll tobacco and aguadiente,
twenty-two empty casks, and four containing water, the whole capable of holding 3,290
gallons; fifty-five pieces of plank, adapted for laying a slave-deck, and not mentioned in the
manifest or in any other of the ship’s papers; together with casks, containing a quantity
of rice, calavances, and farinha. She was not provided with a certificate from‘ the Custom-
house at Bahia, her last port of clearance, for her extra water-casks, and she was also
without clearance-papers from that port.

Such an equipment clearly brought her within the provisions of the Xth Article of the
Treaty of 1835, and rendered her liable to be lawfully detained and brought before the
Mixéd Commission Courts for adjudication. , _

, It further appears that the “ Conchita ” cleared from the port of Barcelona 0n the
23rd of December, 1856, bound for Whydah; that on leaving Barcelona, however, she
proceeded to Gibraltar, and from thence to various ports on the West Coast of Africa ;
and that she did not proceed to Whydah (her alleged port of destination); and it was in ‘
consideration of these suspicious circumstances (unaccounted for), in addition to her
cargo, which was, according to Treaty, pm‘ma facie evidence of the actual employment of
the vessel in the Slave Trade, that the Court condemned the “ Conchita” as lawful
pnze.

‘

Under these circumstances I have the honour to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s
Government are advised that there is no valid ground of objection against the constitu—
tion of the Court that adjudicated the case of the “ Conchita,” and that that vessel was
lawfully condemned for being engaged in the Slave Trade ; and further, that the owners
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of the “ Conchita ” have no claim Whatever to compensation from Her Majesty’s Govern.

ment on account of the condemnation of their vessel.

' I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

No. 173.

Lord J. Russell to M7“. Buchanan.

Foreign 019506, January 26, 1860.

WITH reference to my desPatch of the 10th of September last, I transmit here-

with, for your information, a copy of despatch from Mr. Hunt, Her Majesty’s Consul

at Pucrto Rico,aie reporting the result of the proceedings instituted against some of the

crews of the slave~ships “Majestic ” and “ Terrible,” and also against the promoters of

expedition in which the latter vessel was engaged.

Sir,

I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 174.

Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Rhssell.—(Received January 27.)

My Lord, I L Madrid, January 18, 1860.

WITH reference to-my despatch of the 30th November last, I have the honour

to transmit herewith translation of a note which I have received from Se'fior Calderon

Gollantes, stating that he has forwarded the documents communicated to him on the

find of November last to the Colonial Department, “in order that such measures may

be taken as the Slave Trade therein referred to between the East Coast of Africa and

Cuba may require.”
I also inclose the copy of a reply Which I have addressedto his Excellency,

expressing a hope that the promised measures will be such as to satisfy Her Majesty’s

Government that the Spanish Government will employ energetically all the means at

their disposal for the suppression of the Traffic complained of, and. in which I communi-

cate to his Excellency the substance of Mr. Consul—G eneral Crawford’s reports, of Which

copies were transmitted to me in your Lordship’s despatch of the 14th ultimo. In
this note I state to his Excellency that so many cargoes of negroes have been landed

in Cuba during the months of October and November; that such incidents cease to be
of an exceptional character, and appear to enter into the general commerce of the island ;

and with respect to the alleged intention of the Spanish authorities to abstain in future

from liberating neg'roes after they have been landed, as they are then to be considered
the property of the holders : I state that it is hardly to be conceived. that Her Catholic

Majesty’s Government Will permit such a doctrine to be the rule for the conduct of their
coionial officers With respect to the treatment of human beings.

I also stated, as instructed by your Lordship, that the impunity with Which the

1) umerous cargoes of slaves reported by Mr. Crawford have been introduced into Cuba is

a further proof that the instructions of the Spanish Government for the suppression of

the Trade are disregarded,
’ I have, 8w.

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inciosure 1 in N0. 17 4:.

Sefior Collantes to 1W7". Buchanan.

(Translation) *

Sir, ' Palace, January 5, 1860.

I HAD the honour to receive in due course the note which you had the goodness to

address to me on the 2nd. of November last, forwarding to me various documents relative

* No. 248.
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to the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa, which have been translated and sent to

the Direction—General of the Colonies, for its information, and in order that it may adopt

the measures Which it may deem most fitting in this case.

, I avail, 8m.

(Signed) SATURNINO UALDERON COLLANTES.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 174.

Mr. Buchanan t0 Sefior Collantes.

$ir,
Madrid, January 12, 18.60.

,I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s note of the 5th, informing me

that you had forwarded to the Colonial Department the documents which I communicated

to your Excellency 0n the 2nd of November last, respecting the Slave Trade between the

East Coast of Africa and Cuba, in order that such measures might be adopted as the case

might appear to require, and I trust that those measures will. be such as to satisfy the

Government of the Queen my Sovereign, that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty

will employ energetically all the means at their disposal for the suppression of the Traffic

complained of. I regret, however, that I have been again instructed by the Government.

of the Queen my Sovereign to inform your Excellency that they continue to receive

reports from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, from which it apgears that the

Cuban Slave Trade 'is carried on With increasing activity and perfect impunity, and that,

though the Lieutenant—Grovernor of Cardenas and Pinar del- Rio were suspendecl before

General Uoncha left Cuba, these oflicers were allowed to remain at their posts long after

they were suspected of conniVance With the slave-traders. Mr. Crawford states that it

would be difficult to ascertain the number of slaves landed in the district of Cardenas

while Colonel Gayangos was Governor of that district, but that there was gbod ground for

believing four cargoes, or from 1,700 to 2,000 slaves, were landed at‘Pinar del Rio during

the last nine months of Brigadier Teran’s command, without any measures having been

adopted to capture the slaves, or to detect and punish those engaged in thus iviolating the

laws of Spain and the Treaty engagements by which Her Catholic Majesty has under-

taken to suppress the Slave Trade; The corresPondence of'Her Majesty’s Consul—Gener‘al

with the Captain—Greneral ofCuba, during the months of October and November, reports

so many cases of cargoes of negroes being landed in the island that they ceased to

bear the character of exceptional acts, and appear to enter into the general commerce

of the island. , , .

On the 26th of September last, Mr. Crawford addressed a letter to the Captain-

General, denouncing the landing of a cargo of about 740 slaves from a Portuguese brig

0r barque, near Cienfuegos, and of about 300 more from a Spanish vessel in the

neighbourhood of Cardenas.
On the 4th of October he addressed inquiries to his Excellency, respecting a cargo of

350 Bozals said to have been landed at Yaguajar, near San Juan de los Remedios. ‘

On the 11th of October he reported to his Excellency that 320 Bozals had been

landed about ten days previously at Guauhanamo from the brigantine “ Trueno,” and

conveyed to the haciendas of Santa Rosa and Esperanza, '

Again, on the 18th of October, he reported to‘his Excellency that 550 slaves were

landed'on or about the 12th of that month somewhere between Matanzas and Cardenas,-.

from a barque which was afterwards scuttled; and Was seen in a sinking State by the

masters of several Vessels which had subsequently arrived at the Havana and at Cardenas,

and it was said that the crew of this slaver had come to the Havana, where they stated

that they lost 100 slaves 0n the voyage from Africa, from whence they had sailed in

company with a brig, which had sucCeeded i'n landing 350 Bozals in Cuba.

0n the 25th , of October, Mr. Crawford wrote to the Captain—Greneral that a report

had reached him of 1,700 negroes haying been landed in the previous week near

Cardenas from a‘ Spanish barque, and 0f 800being landed near Remedios; and on the

29th of October he received information, on which he could thoroughly rely, that a.

landing of 400 Bozals had been effected a few days previously near Coloma, where several

other cargoes had been landed in the course of the year, and the Captain—General

acknowledged, in an answer dated the 8th November, that the landing near Coloma had

taken place. ' . _ ,

_ 0n the? 14th of November, Mr. Crawford reported to the Captain-General the

dlsembarkation of 700 slaves on or about the 6th of that‘month, near Sagua, from a.
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vessel which was probably destroyed, and was supposed to be an Americana as the crew,

consisting of twenty persons, who arrived at Cardenas on the. 8th, were Citizens of the

United States. . .

On the 17th of November, Mr. Crawford complained to the Captam-General that

700 negroes were landed on Sunday the 6th of that month from a ship of about 320 tons,

at Cayo de los Dos Leguas, where she was met by a sloop-rlgged llghter and a number of

boats, into which the Bozals were transhipped and‘sent on shore; and Mr. Crawford states

that he received this information from an eye—witness of the transaction.

The Captain—General replied to the letter on the 21st, stating that such a disem-

barkation could hardly have taken place, as the war—steamer “ Don Juan,” was cruizing

in the neighbourhood, but his Excellency subsequently admitted verbally that he

hadreason to suspect that a disembarkation of slaves had taken place somewhere to the

eastward of Trinidad, and that he was in correspondence with Lieutenant-General Comte

on the subject; and on the 18th of November, Mr. Crawford reports to Her Majesty’s

Government the capture of Cayo Romano, by the Spanish man—of—war steamer “ Blasco

de Garay,” of a steamer with 480 Bozals on board. ‘

With respect to the question of slave-trading generally, Mn Crawford observes, that

however great the abuses which have been committed by the sale of cedulas to slave-

traders, the immediate effect of the decree abolishing their issue in future, has been to

secure permanently to the slave-traders all the negroes who had been recently imported,

and Who had not yet been protected by such certificates.

It was a law, he states, understood in the island, that in future the authorities would

abstain from pursuing or attempting to capture negroes after they were lauded; as no

registry of slaves would be kept, they would, when once landed3 be cons1dered the property

of their owners, and no longer liable to seizure. ’
It is hardly to be conceived, however, that Her Catholiq Majesty’s Government will

permit such a doctrine to be adopted as a rule for the conduct of their officers in Cuba
with respect to the treatment of human beings. .

In thus acquainting your Excellency with the substance of the reports which have
lately reached the Government of the Queen my Sovereign on this painful subject, I am

to say, that the impunity with which the numerous cargoes of slaves, therein referred to,
have been introduced into Cuba, is a further proof how entirely the instructions of the

Spanish Government for the suppression of Slave Trade are disregarded.
I avail, 8m.

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

No. 175.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 27, 1860.
I HAVE to acquaint you that in the month of September last Her Majesty’s ship

“Conflict,” captured off the African coast a barque, without name or papers, fully
equipped for the Slave Trade, and believed by the captors to have been fitted out either
at Santander or at Bilbao.

It appears from‘ information which has reached Her Majesty’s Government that the
vessel in question was originally the barque “Santos ; ” that she was purchased by a
merchant and shipowner of Santander, named Benito Otero, for a Spanish Captain named
Silverio Cargijal ; that her name was changed to the “'Primero Quijano,” and that under
this name she took in part of her slave-fittings at Santander, and sailed from thence
0n the 7th of August for Rivadesella, a small port in the'Asturias, where she completed
her Slave Trade equipments and cleared for South America. ‘

It is scarcely to be supposed that the Spanish oflicials at those perts should not have
been aware of the equipment and the destination of the ?‘ Primero Quijano,” and you will
call the attention of the Spanish Government to their proceedings with a view to inquiry
into the facts.

I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
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No. 176.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 8, 1860.

I TORANSMIT. to you herewith, for your information, copies of despatches as

marked 1n the margm,* from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, on matters

connected with the Cuban Slave Trade.
I am, 8:c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 177.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Buchanan, February 11, 1860.

[See despatch of same date to Mr. Christie, No. 39.]

 

No. 178.

Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received February 11.)

My Lord, ' . ’ ’ Madrid, February 6, 1860.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 27th ultimo, I have the

honour to transmit herewith a copy of a note which I have addressed to M. Calderon

Collantes, calling the attention of Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to the suspected

connivance of the local authorities at Bilbao and Riva—de-Sella, in the fitting out at these

ports of the “'Primero Quijano,” 'a s1ave—vesse1 Which was captured off the African Coast ,V

by Her Majesty’s ship 1“ Conflict,” on the 18th of September last.
I have, 8:0. ‘

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

, Inclosure in No. 178.

Mr. Buchanan to Senior Collomtes. ,

Sir, Madrid, February 1, 1860.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, in conformity with instruction

from the Principal Secretary of State of the Queen my Sovereign, that in the month 03

September 1ast,‘ Her Majesty’s ship “ Conflict” captured off the African coast a barque

without name or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and believed by the captors

to have been fitted out either at Santander or Bilbao.

I am also to acquaint your Excellency that it appears from information which has

reached Her Majesty’s Government, that the vessel in question was originally the b’arque

“ Santos,” that she was purchasedby a merchant and shipowner of Santander, named

Benito Otero, for a Spanish shipmaster named Silverio Cargijal, that her name was

changed to the “ Primero Quijano,” and that under this name she took in part of her

slave—fittings at Santander, and sailed from thence on the 7th August for Riva-de-Sella, a

small port in the Asturias, where she completed her Slave Trade equipments, and cleared

fer South America.
Your Exceflency Will doubtless be ofthe opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, that

it is scarcely possible, under the circumstances, that the Spanish Officers at the ports of

Santander and Riva-de—Sella, should not have been aware of the equipment and destination

of the “ Primero Qmjanof’ and I have therefore been instructed to call the attention of

' ‘ Class A, Nos. 26 and 2S.

CLASS B.
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Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to their proceedings, with a view to an inquiry being

° 12' t (1 into the facts. '

ms 1tu e I avail, &c.
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.
 

No. 179.

Lord J. Russell to Sir A. Buchanan.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 5, 1860.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of two despatches
from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul—General at Havana,"l containing information

respecting matters connected with the Cuban Slave Trade.
I am, &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 180.

Mr. Buchanan to Lord J. Russell.—(Rece'ived March 22.)

My Lord, - Madrid, March 17, 1860.

I PREPARED a short memorandum, a copy of Which I inclose,’ of the substance
of Mr. Consul—General Crawford’s despatches, of which copies were transmitted to me in
your Lordship’s despatch of the 5th instant; and I placed it in the hands of Sefior
Calderon Collantes at an interview which I had with his Excellency yesterday, stating
at the same time that the information which it contained would convince him of the
impunity with which vessels were daily fitted out for the Slawe Trade at the Havana,
under the eyes of the local authorities; who took no measures whatever to prevent them
from proceeding on their illegal voyages.

While reading the inclosure, Sefior Calderon observed that the Spanish GOVernment
could not be responsible for the conduct of vessels after they left the port of Cuba, or for-
their leaving at night without a clearance from the Custom-house, but when he found
that two of those reported by Mr. Crawford to have sailed in that manner had been
previously denounced verbally to the Captain—General as fitting out for the Slave Trade,
he said that he would send my memorandum to His Excellency, and call upon him to
explain why vessels, with Whose ”illegal destination he had been made acquainted, should
have been permitted by the Captain of the port to escape from the harbour without
having cleared at tho Custom—house.

I have, 850.
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 180.

Memorandum.

IN a despatch dated the 26th of January last, Mr. Consul-General Crawford reports
that the "’ Triton” had sailed under the American flag for the Havana, cleared for New
Orleans, but suspected of having proceeded to the coast of Africa.

He also states in the same despatch that the “ Sunny South,” which he had mentioned
in a previous report, the ship “Iberia,” a 'topsail schooner, and two screw steamers, all
Spanish property, but Which would show the flag of the United States, were either
preparing or were ready for sea, with the intention, it was believed, of proceeding to the
coast of Africa. ‘

After describing these vessels for the information of British cruizers, Mr. Crawford
mentions in the same despatch that he had information respecting several cargoes of
slaves expected to arrive on the coast of Cuba, and recommends that measures should be
adepted by Her Majesty’s Squadron in the West Indies for intercepting them.

* Nos. 233 and 234.
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In a subsequent despatch, dated the 8th of February, he reports that one of the

screw steamers (formerly the “ Colon”) mentioned in the preceding one, had sailed on

the night of the 6th, without clearing at the Custom-house, and that a Spanish barque,

also intended for the Slave Trade, had done the same onthe night of the 5th of the same

month, whilethe full—rigged brig, formerlyvthe “Eagle,” of Baltimore, was ready for

sea, would probably leave in the same manner in a day or two. .

He says that the “ Sunny South” being nearly ready, had hoisted Spanish colours,

and that there was another large cIipper—ship in port, suspected of being about to be fitted

out for the Slave Trade. ' , , ' .

The steamer above-mentioned as havihg sailed, had altered her paint and rigging a

few days before she left, and Mr. Crawford had denounced her verbally to the Captain-

General, and also the ship which left the day before her; and his Excellency promised

to place them under the surveillance of the Captain of the port, but, as it appears,

fruitlessly.
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No. 181.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Young.

Sir,
Foreign Qfice, November 17, 1859.

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you the accompanying extract of

a letter from the Commander of ' Her Majesty’s ship “ Conflict,” reporting the capture on

the 18th of September last off the African coast of a barque without name or papers,

fully equipped for the Slave Trade, which is supposed to have fitted out at either

Santander or Bilbao; and I am to desire that you will endeavour to ascertain, if you have

any means of doing so, whether the suspicions entertained, by the Commander of the

“ Conflict ” with regard to the port at which this vessel is supposed to have fitted out are

well founded; and if so, that you Will report to his Lordship the name of the vessel, and

any further particulars resPecting her Which you may be able to obtain.
I am, 8m.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 182.

Consul Young to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 24.)

(Extract)
Bilbao, December 19, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that in accordance with the instruc-

tions I received in your Lordship’s despatch of the 17th ultimo, directing me to

endeavour to ascertain Whether the suspicious entertained by the Commander of Her

Majesty’s steam-sloop “Conflict ” with respect to a slave-vessel captured by him

on the 18th of September last ofl‘ the African Coast, were correct, I have instituted

certain inquiries, the result of which I have now the honour and satisfaction of reporting

to your Lordship.
'

I have ascertained that the vessel in question cleared from Santander in August last,

bound for Buenos Ayres; that she proceeded to a small port named Riva—de—Sella in

Asturias, Where she received extra men and slaye-fittings, and that she was captured by

the ,« Conflict ” in latitude 1° 35’ north,'1ongitude’10° 10’ west, as described in your Lord-

ship’s despatch above referred to.
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No. 183.

Consul Brackenbury to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13.)

My Lord, Cadiz, March 31, 1859.

IN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch dated the 10th

instant, transmitting to me two despatches, one from Her Majesty’s Consul at Puerto

Rico, the other from Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Thomas, containing information

respecting the stranding of a barque with 800 slaves on board, off the port of Humacao,

at the east end of the Island of Puerto Rico, I have the honour to acquaint your Lord-

ship that I have not been able to obtain any information of this vessel having been fitted

out at this port.
Should my efforts hereafter be more successful, I will not fail to apprise your

Lordship.
I have, &c.

(Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY.

 

No. 184.

Lord J. Russell to Consul Brackenbury.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 9, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information a copy of a despatch from

Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loandaj" reporting the captureby Her

Majesty’s ship “ Viper””of a slaver called the “Rosa,” which is stated to have cleared

from Cadiz in March last under Spanish colours for the West Coast of Africa.

I have to instruct you to make inquiries as to who were the owners, or other parties

interested in this vessel, and you will endeavour to obtain any further particulars

respecting the “Rosa ” which may tend to show who were the parties interested in this

slave-trading adventure.
I am, &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
 

No. 185.

Consul Brackenbury to Lord J. Russell.——(Received February 28,)

My Lord, Cadiz, December 31, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship in reply to your despatch dated
the 9th instant, that the Spanish brigantine “Rosa” was purchased by a Portu-
guese, Antonio Augusto Olive'ira Botelho, and was fitted for a slave-trading adven-
ture, in conjunction with a Spaniard, D. Emfliano Martinez, Who:arrived here from Lisbon,
and; both embarked in the “ Rosa," Which was commanded by José Vidal, and was
cleared at this Custom—house on the 13th of March last with fruit for Campeché. -

Botelho has been here lately, and returned to the Havana. in the Spanish packet on
the 12th instant. ‘ ' -

I have, &c.
(Signed) J-. M. BRACKENBURY.

 

* Class A, No. 69,
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No. 186.

Consul-General Crawfdrd to the Earl of Malmesbury.——.-(Received April 5.)

My Lord, Havana, March 4, 1859.

I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a letter which, on the 30th of

January, I addressed to the Captain-General of Cuba, complaining of and requesting

information respecting a landing of 500 Bozal negroes, Which took place about ten

days previously, in the district of Sagua la. Grande, and I have to report to your Lordship

that at this date I have not received any answer from lliils1 Ex’cellency.
ave, 8w. ‘

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in‘ No. 186.

Consul—General Crawford to the Captain—Gene'ral of Cuba.

Havana, January 30, 1859.

I BEG leave to request that your Excellency will be pleased to favourvyme, forthe

information of Her Majesty’s Government, with any particulars which may‘ have been

received relating to the landing of a cargo of 500 and odd Bozal negroes, Which (I

have learnt) was effected about ten” days ago in the district of Sagua. la. Grande at

Las Pozas.
This violation of the law was, I understand, carried into effect With complete success,

the negroes having been sold as soon as thevaere landed, and distributed upon the estates

in the neighbourhood. '
I have, &c. .

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 187. ,

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.-—(Received April 5.)

(Extract) , Havana, March 5, 1859.-

'I HAVE the honour of laying. before your Lordship a translation of' a
communication Whleh, on the 25th'u1timo, I found’it my duty to address to the Captain-
General ‘of'VCuba, 1n censequence of detailed information I had then received of the
landmg, at Raneho Velez, in the district of Sagua la Grande, of a numerous cargo of
slaves, and their transit nearly across the island, from the place of landing to Santa
Isabel de las Lajas, with an escort and the connivance of the Spanish authorities. ‘ ' .

I Your Lordshlp will notice that this is another landing in the district of Sagu‘a Since
that denounced 1n my letter to General Concha of the 30th January, referred to in my
last despatch to your Lordship, so it would seem as if that place were likely to’ become
as notorious z asCardenas has been of late for the successful disembarkation of expedi—
tlons from Afnca. ' ' ' v ' ,
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Inclosure in No. 187.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Captain—General of Guba.

(Translation) V Havana, February 25, 1859.

I have received the following communication :
“ On the evening of Friday, the -18th instant, a lot of Bozal negroes. of the

Congo natiOn, were introduced into the district of Santa Isabel 'de las Lajas from the juris-

diction of Sagua. la Grande, having been landed at Rancho Velez, the Captain (police

oflicer) of said Sag-ua, it is said, furnishing them with cedulas. They were introduced into

the district of Las Lajas by the north side or Cuarton de Soledad, and are hidden by

D. Narciso Madrazo on his estate at Santa Rosa, in considerable number. The Captain

of the district is aware of this scandalous affair, having been bribed. Among the

armed men who accompanied the negroes was D. José Lage, Lieutenant of the district

of Soledad', through which they were passed into this.

“ The negroes are now on the sugar estate, but they can be hidden upon three more

properties, viz., the Esperanza, Buen Retiro, and another farm, “all in the 'district, and

belonging to Madrazo, but if the commission (from the Government) is given to the

Captain of the district, it will be productive of nothing, as he is in league with the

slave-traders. Let the sugar estate and its woodlands be searched, and they will find

the negroes, and in case of their being hidden, let the properties mentioned be also

searched. With these particulars, it is impOssible for them to escape capture, that is,

if the Judge fulfils his duty and executes it with the greatest silence.”

Which information I hasten to lay before L’your Excellency, in order that you

may take whatever steps in regard thereto Which may be considered necessary.

God preserve, 8:0. ‘ ,

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 188.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul—General Crawford.

Sir, v Foreign Ofiice, April 8, 1859.

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, an extract of a despatch from

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope} relative to the Traffic in

Slaves which is carried on on the East Coast of Africa for the supply of the Cuban

market.
I am, &c.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.
 

N0. 189;

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Rece73ved April 11.)

My Lord, Havana, March 12, 1859.

WITH reference to my despatch dated the 4th instant, I have the honour of

laying before your Lordship a copy and translation of the Captain-General’s answer

to my communication addressed to his ExCellency on the 30th January, and referring

also to the letter I addressed to him respecting the landing of Bozai negroes‘ at Sagua’,

and at Bahia de Santa Clara, in the district of Cardenas. ‘ ' '

Your Lordship will perceive that General Concha denies the landing of those

Cargoes, although he admits that a suspicious vessel Was seen near Cardenas, and another

near Sagua, after which a Spanish cruizer was despatchedvin both instances, but without

having succeeded in falling in with either of them.

I have no doubt that both these slavers were abie toevade the Spanish cruizers,

and I am equally satisfied that they} succeeded in safely landing their cargoes and

escaping afterwards, to repeat their voyages to the Coast of Africa.

_ ' I have, &c. ' ‘ . .

~(Signed) JOS.» T. CRAWFORD.

 

* Class A, presented 1859, No. 56..
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Inclosure in No. 189.

The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

(Translation) Havana, March 5, 1859.

I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of' the 4th instant, in which you
acquaint me that you have been informed of a landing of 400 to 500 Bozals in the
jurisdiction of Cardenas, and that another disembarkation had taken place on the 28th
of the same month.

I have heard nothing of the second landing, and, therefore, believe it did not take
place. As regards the first one, I am enabled to state to you, that the Capitan de
Partido of Guamutas informed me, on the 27th ultimo, that at RM. that day a suspi-
cious vessel had been seen, which had fired several guns. He gave the same report to
the Lieutenant—Grovernor of Cardenas, who immediately sent out a schooner-of-war,
and according to what he reported to me next day, the suspicious vessel had disappeared
from those waters; but a suspicious vessel having also been seen near Sagua on the
2nd instant, the Lieutenant—Governor of that district sent out another war-schooner in
chase of her, and, on receiving this information by telegraph? the same day, I instantly
despatched Her Majesty’s steamer “ Conde de Venadito,” not having yet heard the
result, and I believe that the suspicious vessel has finally gone away, if she has not been
lost, and that, consequently, the landing has not taken place.

God preserve, 8m. , ,
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 190.

The Earl of Malmesbwy to Consul—General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, April 28, 1859.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of two despatches received at
the Admiralty,* the one from the Commander 'of Her Majestyls ship “ Triton,” reporting
the capture off the River Killongo of a brigantine fully equipped for the Slave Trade,
Without colours or papers ; the other, from the Commander of ‘ Her Majesty’s ship
“Sharpshooter,” reporting his having captured a brigantine ofl’ Whydah, supposed to be
the “ Dorado,” fully equipped for the Slave Trade, also Without colours or papers.

I am, &c. '
(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

N0. 191.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Malmesburyr—(Received May 16.)

(Extract) Havana, April 23, 1859.
THE preparations for slave—trading continue upon an extensive scale, which, indeed,

is not to be wondered at, considering the golden results of such expeditions. The com-
paratlvely small cost of their equipment, and the chances in favour of success, as they are
sure of getting the negroes safely introduced here, they know that we have no cruizers in
these waters, and that they have only to escape our African Squadron, in Which so many of
them have succeeded, and so many are -'sent out, that it is impossible to intercept them
all, even With the untiring vigilance Of our naval officers. I

The slave-traders continue to avail themselves of American vessels, which are
despatched under the American flag, whether from the ports of the United States, or from
Cuba, and they are so covered, that neither the authorities here or in the States are able
to detain them. , , '

From New Orleans I learn that the ship “Rebecca,” 534 tons, Carter, Master, had.
cleared out for the Congo river; manifest not to be seen; cleared by the Spanish
firm of Pratts, PllJO] 8: Go. There can be little doubt as to the nature and objects

* Ctass A, Nos. 93 and 94.
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of this vessel’s voyage. , The slave-traders have become more bold in their operations,

and no longer clear their ships for Tenerifi‘e and a market, but direct for the Slave

Coast of Africa. , . ,

His Excellency the Oaptain-General, under date the 16th instant, informs me that

his attention having been called to the clearance for San Thomé of- the American brig

“ William M. Grotton,” 240 tons, by a person, Don Gregorio Tejedor, he had ordered

an investigation, and that the result was,fthat “ although it was suSpected said vessel was

to be engaged in the Slave Tradebas her papers were all in order, and there was nothing

'to warrant a. formal declaration, he was obliged to allow her to depart.”
Don Gregorio Tejedor is a .‘notorious slave—trader, and as I have, since the vessel

sailed (19th instant), ascertained that she had on board 38 pipes of water, and 160

shocks, to be set up for more water-casks, 224 bags of rice, 6O barrels of biscuit, and a

cooking stove. Should .the “ Grotton," be fallen in with by any of our cruizers, there

will be enough found to condemn her; but I presume that,- like all the rest of similarly

despatched vessels, she will be at once given up, as being without papers of any

kind. ,
On the 20th instant the American brig; “ Lillie Mills,” 199 tons, was cleared at this

port for St. Pablo de Loanda, by' J. Newcomb. Said Newcomb is a person calling

himself an American citizen, whose Services the slave—traders have for a long time

availed of here to cover their ownership of American vessels, and the “Lillie Mills”

having been stranded on the Colorado Reef, from whence she was got off and sold cheap,

was eminently suited .for the slavers’ purposes.
The notorious Captain Don Eugenio Yifias, it is said, has lately sailed again for

the Mozambique Channel on board a large vessel, capable of bringing 1,000 or 1,200 slaves,

but his supporters and partners here are so influential that there is no notice published

of the clearance or sailing of the ship in which he went, although there is little, doubt he

sailed in the Chilian ship“ Eloisa,” (sailed 9th April) referred to in the Commissioners’

despatch of the 12th ultimo‘

 

No. 192.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the’ Earl of Malmesbury.-—(Redeited June 2.)

My Lord, ‘ Havana, May 3, 1859.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

dated the 12th March, transmitting to me a copy of a despatch from his Excellency

the Governor of Jamaica, inclosing copy‘ of a despatch dated 17th December last, which

he had received from the Superintendent of British Honduras, by which it appears

that a trade in Yucatan Indians is still carried on to Cuba. ’ ‘

In obedience to your Lordship’s instruction that 1. should report to your Lordship,

and also to’ her Majesty’s Minister at Mexico, whether any considerable number of these

Indians are now introduced in to this island, I have the honour of stating to your Lordship

that, for some time past, there have been very few Indians brought here from Yucatan,
and I am of opinion that these poor people, having become fully aware of the practice

and inducements held out by the authorities of that country to entrap them ‘and force

them to contract themselves, are now so cautious that they evade the diligence of their

persecutors. .0 _ , ‘ '

I had notlost sight of this infamous Traffic, and had the fullest information as to

all the circumstances, and the participation of the Government of Merida de Yucatan in

the profits of this ungodly man-stealing; but as it has, happily, dwindled into insig-

nificance. there is, at present, hardly any room for interference ; but I beg to‘assure

your Lordship that my vigilance is not diminished, and I shall not fail to interpose my

preventive representations upon any well-authenticated symptoms of a revival of those

iniquitous and oppressive measures, which are a disgraceto the whole inhabitants of
Yucatan.

I have, 8w.
Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 193

Consul-Gcmrel Gruugford to the Earl ofVMalmesburyém-“(Received June 2.)

My Lord, ’ Havana, May 6, 1859.

I HAVE the honnur of acknowledging the receipts of your Lordshi ’s despatch

dated the 19th March, inclesing, for my information, a copy of adespatc from Her

Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, reporting the capture of the slave vessels. “Juliet”. and

“Dorado” by Her Majesty’s! ships “ Archer” and “ Sharpshooter,” and containing

information respecting the Slave Trade in the Bights of Benin and Blafra.

Mr. Consul Campbell’s remark as to the increased Influence of the slave-traders

with the Chiefs and Rulers at that part of the coast of Africa, wi1_l easfly be understood

by your Lordship. after having seen my despatches as to the extenswe preparations made

here for carrying on the Traffic, which it has been my duty to report for solhe time past i so

that it would seem as if there was really no checkwhateyer to their abommable practices.

Indeed, they know that, if they can escape the vigilance of our African Squadron, they

may Count upon success here, and an enormous gain.
I have, $10.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 194.

ConsuI-General Orawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—,(Received June 16.)

My Lord, Havana, May 20,1859.

IT is now about three weeks since a merchant vessel, which arrived here, reported

having seen, two vessels, apparently steamers, which were hovering or laying to off

Nnevas Grandes, a place near Bayamo, in the 01d Bahama Channel ; and as the

Filibnsters from New York, Whose expedition'miscarried, and who were taken to Hayti,

intended to'ha‘ve effected their landing at that place, it was supposed that said steamers

might have brought an armed force of some considerable importance ; and, in

consequence, the “ Petronella” (screw) frigate was sent off to that part of the coast,
from whence she returned, without her having fallen in with anything suspicious.

But a day or two after the frigate had left this, it was rumoured that the two
vessels, apparently steamers, reported as having been seen off Nuevas Grandes; had landed,
not a force of Filibusters, but a number, variously stated at 3,000 and 5,000, slaves; and

this rumour was not only most generally circulated, but as generally believed; and the
Spanish Admiral’s version of it to me was, that these slaves had been brought to America
first, and were from then‘ee brought in tWO American steamers to the Coast of Cuba.

Subsequently, I received a report from the British ViCe-Consul at Cardenas to, the
effect that a large number of Bozals had been landed t0 the eastward, and, by the
following mail, he reported the place of landing to have been ' Bayamo, and the
number 3,000. ‘ ' '

Under these circumstances, I, on the 12th instant, wrote to the Captain—General,
requesting information as to this afi'air. Copy of my letter, and of his Excellency’s
answer, I have now the honour of laying before your Lordship. General Concha states
that the Government have no intelligence whatever of such landing, that the disem-
barkation of such a number of slaves could hardly have been effected without their
leaving some traces, and that there having been no unusual number of cedulas taken
out, his Excellency is disposed to' conclude that the information whichI communicated to
him was incorrect.

I, on the contrary, have no doubt that two very numerous expeditions of slaves
were landed from the two vessels which were seen off Nuevas Grandes, probably
exceeding the 3,000 which I denounced to his Excellency. That they were landed is the
1381.181: of every body here ; and if we advert to numerous other well—authenticated cases of
a s1m11ar nature, When as many as 900 Bozals, with amounted escort of some 200 white
men, have passed through the country, withOut its having been reported to the Govern-
meht,_ or theirhavmg experienced the slightest let or hindrance at their landing, or on
their Journey, it is not at all extraordinary that they left no trace: ’
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Nor is the allusion made to the cednlas a better test, since it is quite well known

that’any number of these protections can be obtained at any time by the slave-traders

to answer them purpose.
I have, 8w.

(Signéd) JOS. ‘T. CRAWFORD.

 

Incloeure 1 in No. 194.

Consul-General Orawford to the Captain-General of Cuba;

Havana, May 12, 1859,

IT has been reported to me that a very extensive landing of Bozal negroes has

been effected lately on the north coast of this island, near Bayamo; the numbers

are said to have been upwards of 3,000, brought by two steam-vessels, which left the

coast soon after the disembarkation of their cargoes.

I request that your Excellency Will be pleased to acquaint me, for' the information

of Her Majesty’s , G0vernment, such particulars as may have reached your Excellency

upon this subject. _ .
I have, 8w.

(Signed) JOS. 'T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. [194.

The Captain-General of Cuba to Consel-Geneml Orawford,

(Translation) Havana, May 18, 1859.

I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 12th instant, in which you

placed before me the information which you have received of a. disembarkation of 3,000

Bozal'negr‘oes having been effected lately on thenorth coast of the island near Bayamo,

which are said to have been brought by two steamers, which left as Soon as the disemé

barkation was effected. *

This is the first report I have of such an occurrence, and of which neither the

district authorities nor those adjoining have notified me. ,

Your Honour is aware that so numerous an expedition could not have been intro-

duced without leaving some trace, and as 'no note of such an oCcurrenue has been made

in any of the Government dependencies, I hold as unfounded the rumours which your

Honour intimates to me, being strengthened, in my opinion, by there not being any

perceptiblechange in the issue of cedulas of this class. Any such change being neces-;

sarily’ evident were the occurrence which your Honour intimates in your said communi-

cation certain.
God preserve, Szc. ,

‘ (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

N0. 195.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.——(Received June 16.}

My Lord, Havana, May 20, 1859.

I HAVE the honour of laying before your lmdship a copy of a letter which I

addressed. to the Gaptain—Geneml of Cuba, on the 16th instant, denouncing a‘landing of

250 and more Bozal negroes, which took place recently at Punta de Perdicee, in the

Ensenada de Coehincs, on the south side of this island, with a, short history of the

preceedings of the slave-tradere and those in eonneflon With them, in this instance,

Which has been sent to me by .a person of my confidence, upon whose information I can

implicitly rely, , , ‘
And, with reference to the observations which I dlfl myself the honour‘ of submit-

ting to your Lordship upon the fleptain-General’s answer with regard to the disembark-

ation complained of as having been efl’ected recently at Baymo, I woutq respectfully
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draw your Lordship’s attention to the fact of the 250 Bozals of" this expedition, helonging

to Don TomasTerry, having passed from the place of landingi‘to “, the Qarmaneraz”

thence on a “ chaian” or flat boat, to Mr. Terry’s store in Cienfuegos, without their

transit being reported to the Government, and to the other fact, of their being prowded

with cedulas from Havana for their protection—the objectlon of the coast—guardman,

or carabinero having been overbalanced by the ciose texture of the metal in the ten

gold pieces he accepted, and which purchased his Silence on thls occaswn.
I have, &C.

: “ (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 195.

CensaZ-Geneml Crawford to the Captain-Geneml of Cuba.

7, , Havana, May 16, 1859;

IT is my disagreeable duty to complain to your Excellency of a landing of Bozal
negroes, which teok place lately at Punta de Perdi‘ces, Ensenada de Cochinos. _

The Vessel, a brig of American build, was under the charge of a certain Don
Emeterio Undures, a Biscayan. I have not been informed as to the Whole number of
slaves that were landed, but 250 of them were brought by land to a place called
“the Carinanera,” from whence, in a flat chalan, they were brought to Cieufuegos, and
deposited in the store of Don Tomas Terry, ,

This operation was observed, by one of the carabineros, to whom the cedulas
obtained from Havana were shown, but the carabinero, seeing that the negroes were
entirely Bozals, was not satisfied, and it was necessary to purchase his connivance with
gold, which wasdonea Afterwards, I am informed, those 250 Bozals were distributed
on the estates of Don Tomas Terry and of Don Julio Lebral, who is the refaccionista of
several estates, and the rest of the negroes of this cargo are at a corral, between the
south coast and the north-east part of the Bay ofJagua‘ (en el Monte).

.I haVe stated these facts for 'such measures as your Excellency may deem it
expedient, and I have to add, that there are two more cargoes of slaves almost hourly
expected to arrive at that part of the coast of this island.

' I have, 8m. .
(Signed) J0S. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 196.

Lord J. Russell to Gensul-Geneml Crawford,

’Sir, ‘ ‘ w Foreign Oflice, June" 29, 1859.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter'from Lieutenant

Burtoh, Commandmg her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” * reporting the circumstances
attendmgr the capture of a schooner called- the “ Regla,” fully equipped for the Slave
Trade, off Mesel, on the 4th May last. I am, &e.

(Signed) v . J. RUSSELL.

, No. 197.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(Received June 30.)

My Lord, Havana, May 23, 1859.
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

dated the 8th of April last, transmitting, for my information, an extract of a despatch
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, relative to the Traffic in
Slaves which is carried on on the East Coast of' Africa forthe supply of the Cuban
market. ' I have, 81c; ‘ v ‘

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

' Class A, No. 102.
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. No, 198. ‘

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury,—(Receiued June 30.)

My Lord,” . , , ' Havana, May 23, 1859.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your. Lordship’sflespatch of

the 28th ultimo, inclosing, for my information, copies of two letters received at the

Admiralty, the one from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” reporting the

capture, ofi' the river Kilongo, of a brigantine, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, Without

colours or papers, and the other from the Commander‘of Her Majesty’s ship “ Sharp-

Shooter,” rreporting his having captured a brigantine ofi‘ Whydah, supposed to be the

“ Dorado,” fully equipped for the Slave Trade, also without colours or papers.
Ihave, &c. .

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 199.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbztry.—(Received June 30.)

My Lord, . ‘ - rHavana, Junei9, 1859.

ON the 30th ultimo, the American merchant schooner “Cumberland ” brought into

this port a barque, which she fell in with, abandbned' at'sea, about thirty miles from

Matanzas, and from the fact of a log-hook being found on board, bearing the name

“Julia J. Cobb,” there is no doubt that it is the same vesSel denounced in my‘ despatc

of the 31st December last, as having sailed on the 20th for the ceast ofAfrica.” -

Subsequently, it has been ascertained that the “Julia J. Cobb” landed a cargo of

about 640 Bozals between Canasi and Santa Cruz, two small inlets» neat Matanzas, and

Mr. Vice-Consul D’Costa reports to me that a portion of the expedition has been captured

by the authorities, the cargo having been sold at 850 dollars for each ' negro, with

cedulas! “ ‘ ' ‘ v ,

Mr. Vice-Consul Rebello has also reported that a landing of Bozal negroes tookplace' on

the 4th instant at Punta. de la Tejo, and that the Lieutenant~Governor of Cardenas had

gone to the Spot, in order to inquire into the matter. 7 ' ' - ' i 9 '

I have duly denOunced these mfractions of the law and of the Treaty to the

Captain-General, but have not yet received any reply from his Excellency.

I have to report that the American schOoner “ Enterprize ” cleared for Carthagena in

ballast, and sailed on the 3rd. instant for the coast of Africa. She belongs to the

notorious slave-trader Don Gregorio Tejedor. ' ..

The yacht “Wanderer” sailed for Matanzas on the 5th instant, and will no doubt

complete her outfit for the Slave Trade either there or at some of the cays on the north

side of Cuba.
The American brigantine “Brownsville,” 147 tons, is likewise said to have proceeded

to Africa in search of slaves. ‘ ’

A Spanish brig, the “Fomento,” was cleared on the 6th instant for Savannah by a.

slave-trading firm, and it is suspected that she 'is'also destined for the Slave Trade.

, I have, 8m.
(Signed) " JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

' 'N¢.'i2o‘o.’r : ,

. Acting Coriéul—Génerai Crawardeto the. Earl bf Mqlmesbwyr—(Received August 5.)

My Lord; f . . ‘ t . , '- a Havana,;June 29, 1859.

MR. HUNT, Her Majesty’s Consul in Puerto Rio0, having informed me that a.

Spanish schooner, the “ Terrible,” had been .despatched from the port of Humacao, in

ballast, for the Island of St; Thomas; on the 27th of May last, but that instead of going

there she had proceeded to this island.” with a cargo consisting of seventy-six Africans,

Who had formed part of the cargo which was landed at Humacao from the barque

“ Mty'estic,” in February last, I lost no time in acquainting his Excellency the Captain.

General with this circumstance, and I havethe honofi‘r of laying'hefore your Lordship a
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copy of my letter to him, and of his Excellency’s answer, by Which it appears that no

report of the landing of these negroes had reached this Government up to the 22nd

instant.
,

As the voyage from Puerto Rico to Cuba is very short, I have not the least doubt .

but that the schooner “ Terrible ” accomplished her adventure in safety early this month,

anti it is not remarkable that no intelligence of the landing should have reached the

Captain-General, inasmuch as the operations of the slave-‘traders are carried on in such a,

manner as to frustrate the orders of the Government and to insure silence on the part of

those whose duty it is to oppose any attempt at the infraction of the Treaty between

Great Britain and Spain for the abolition of the Slave Trade.
I haye, 8w,

(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 200.

Consul Hunt to Cansul-General Crawford.

Sir, Puerto Rico, June 2, 1859.

IN the month of February last about 850 Africans were landed from the barque

“Majestic,” flag unknown, near the port of Humacao, in this island ; the vessel and her

cargo were seized by the authorities and full possession of them obtained. Notwith-

standing this, however, upwards of 350 of these negroes were subsequently kidnapped and

reduced to slavery. I have now the honour to transcribe," for your information, an extract

of a communication received from the British Vice-Consu1~ at Humacao relative to the

disposal of‘seventy-six of these missing Africansz— .

“ The Spanish schooner ‘ Terrible; was despatched from the port of Humacao,

apparently in ballast, for the- Island of St. Thomas, on Friday the 27th instant; but,

instead of going there, she has proceeded to the‘Island of Cuba, taking on board at this

port seventy-six of the Africans from the “ Majestic,- ” these unfortunate creatures were

from the estates of Ramon Pon, José Maria Rios, Guzman, and a person called José

Mi ue .”
g “I am also informed that Don Salvador Cordov’a had taken' out his passport at

Humacao for the United States and has proceeded to the city (Puerto Rico) to take the

Havana steamer, and it is supposed that he goes to sell these negroes.”

Should any information reach you with reference to , this matter, I should be much

obliged if you would be good enough to communicate it to me, as General Cotoner is

disposed to doubt the accuracy of the statement.
. I have, 8:0.

(Signed) LENNON HUNT.

 

|Inclosure 2 in No. 200.

Acting Gansul-General Grawfwd to Consul Hunt.

Sir, Havana, June 22, 1859.

I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, respecting

the clearance of the Spanish schooner “ Teirible ” from Humacao for St. Thomas on the

27th ulti1_no, but in reality destined for this Island of Cuba, with seventy-six of the

Africans who formed part of the cargo of the “ Majestic.”
I immediately informed the Gaptain—General ‘of this circumstance, and also that

D. Salvador ,Oordova might be expected here’ from the United States to sell these

negroes, but up to this time 'I have not received any answer from his Excellency nor
have I been able to ascertain anything about the schooner “ Term'ble ” or her cargo.

Should I hear of any authenticated fact in connection with this adventure, I shall hot fail
to communicate it to you. . '

I have, &C.
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD.
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Inclosure-3 in No. 2002

Acting Consul-General Crawford to the Captain—General of Cuban

Havana, June 13, 1859.
I HAVE the honour of acquainting your Excellency that the Spanish schooner

“Terrible ” was despatched from the port of Humacao, Puerto Rico, apparently in ballast,
for the Island of St. Thomas, on Friday the 29th ultimo, but ' instead of going there she
has proceeded to this island with seventy-six Bozal negroes, who formed part of the cargo
cf the “Majestic,” which vessel landed about 850’ Africans near Humacao, in February
last. ‘

TheseIBozalis were from the estates of Ramon Pan, Don José Maria Bios, and others;
a person called Don Salvador Cordova having left Humacao for Cuba for the purpose of
selling the negroes in this island. . . '

_ I trust that this information will .lead to the capture of the above-mentioned
ex edition, and I request the favour of. your Excellency to acquaint me, for the
i ormation of Her Majesty’s G0vernment, with such particulars as may have reached
your Excellency, regarding the arrival of the “ Terrible,” and the result of her voyage.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN ”V. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 4: in No. 200.

The C'aptain-Geneml ‘of Cuba to Acting Consul—General Orauzford.

(Translatibn) Havana, June 22, 1859.

I HAVE redeived your Honour’s communication of the 13th instant, informing me
of the departure of the Spanish schooner “ Terrible,” in ballast, from Humacao for
St, Thomas, which destination was a feigned one, as, instead of going there she arrived
in this island with seventy-six negroes, Bozals, part of the cargo of 850 disembarked from
the “Majestic,” at Humacao last February, which negr‘oes belonged to the individuals
you mention, and were brought here by one Don Salvador Cordova.

I have not received any report of such circumstance, hut in view of the details
furnished by your Honour, steps are being taken to investigate the matter, and in due
time I shall advise the result to your Honour.

God preserve, 8m.
(Signed) JOSE DE LA GONGHA.

 

‘ . . No. 201. _ ,

Acting Cohsul—General Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Receiecd August 5.)

(Extinct) I Havana, July 6, 1859;
I HAVE the h0nour of reporting to your Lordship, that two more cargoes of slaves

have heen-landed within the last three weeks on the north Side of this island, 'in the
jurisdiction of Puerto Principe; the one consisting of about 600 Bozals, from an American
harque, and the other of about 800, from a ship under Chilian colours.

These infraetions of the Treaty have been duly, brought under the cognizance of the
Captain—General; but my letter dated the 30th ultimo has not yet elicited any reply
from his Excellency, nor has any notice been taken of my denouncement of the landing
which took place near Punta. de Teja. on the 4th ultimo. '

In the meantime .the slave-traders have not been idle, and I have .to report the
sailing of the following vessels, wh0se destination is said tube the Coast of Africa. :-—‘-—

The Spanish schooner “ Villa de Tocoa,” “of about 100 tons, cleared in ballast for
Genoa on the'12th ultimo, and belongs to Giral 82. 00., well known slaye-traders.

The “ Grimm,” alias “Luisa,” Which has been ,so often noticed in my despatches,
sailed on the 19thu1timo as the Mexican brigantine 7“ Eloisa,” Diaz, Master, cleared for
La Guaira. in ballast. It appears that a. certain Don Lorenzo Alfarro figures as the
owner, and that the ?Mexican Consul, Don Ramon Carvallo, furnished the vessel with the
papers requisite to leave this port. The “ Eloisa” is an Arnerican built brigantine, with
a main topsail, has a billet-head, and is painted black.
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The Spanish brig “ Guanch‘e,” 294 tons, was cleared on the 22nd ultimo for

St. Mary’s in ballast, but is reported to have sailed for the Congo.

The Spanish brig “ Eco ” sailed on the 2nd instant: no entry of the clearance of any

such vessel being found at the Custom-house. _

The American brig “ Wild-Pigeon,” 194 tons, formerly a tratler between this and

New Orleans, left the latter port some time ago for the’Coast of Africa.

The American yacht “ Wanderer ” has returned from Matanzas to Savannah, where

her. arrival is noticed in the American newspapers, Mr, Lamar, her owner, having failed in

selling her over here.
The Slave Trade has seldom been so brisk as it appears to be at the present moment,

P.S.——I‘ have just learned that the vessel which sailed on the 2nd instant under the

name of “ Eco,” was the Belgian brig “Rubens,” of Antwerp, Which was stranded some

time ago near Cardenas, and was bought by Rodriguez' and other slave-traders of

Matanzas: she was got off, and has been repaired here. She sailed under the Belgian

flag.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 201.;

Acting Conshl-General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba.

Havana, June 30, 1859.

IT has been reported to me that two vessels, an American barque and a Chilian
ship, succeeded in landing respectively about 600 and 800 Bozal negroes on the north
coast of this island, in the jurisdiction of Puerto Principe,,about ten days ago.

I respectfully request the favour of your Excellency to acquaint me with such
particulars ‘as may have been received upon [this subject, for the information of Her
Britannia Majesty’s Government ‘ . ‘ \

' ’ I have, Szct
g (Signed)_ JOHN V. CRAWFORD.
 

’ Inoloshre 2 inNo. 201..

I Consu'l-Geheral 'Crdwfofd to the. Qaptaih-General of Cuba.

~ . , “I _ ‘ ,7 V Havana, June 7, 1859.

I HAVE received intelligence, to be relied on, that. a landing of Bozal negroes
took place On the 4th instant at Punta de Teja, and that the Governor of Cardehas had
gone to the spot in order to investigatetthe matter.

I have to request that your Excellency will do me the favour of acquainting me
with such particulars as may have been received upon this subject, for the information
of Her Majesty’s Government.

~ , a , - I have, &c.
(Signed) . JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

V . No. 202.,

Acting Consul-Gencrdl Chawford to the Earl of Malmesbury.——(Received August 5.)

My Lord, » » Havana, July 9, 1859. -

WITH reference to my despatch of the 6th instant, I have now the honour
of laying before your Lordship a transiation of the Captain-General’s answer to
my letter of the 30th ultimo,-denouncing the landing of two cargoes of slaves in the
district of Puerto Principe. ' . ' 1‘

His Excellency does not positive! den the accurac ‘of'v’m ' inform '
“ convinced of the morality and zeal of the late?Lieutenant-Ghvernoriof that dij‘stthaghjhlet

judges 1‘ imP°SSible that anyrsuch occurrence could have. taken Place without that
officer’s knowledge. ' ,

The slave-traders generally con‘sider'n'o“ mement so favourable as that when a
change of Governor 1s about to take place, and it has always been, observed that, on
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such occasions, landings are successfully effected, probably owing to the ex—Governor

and his successor being occupied in the formalities attending the delivering up of the

command, and also to the inaction of the subordinate authorities of . the district, who

generally wait to ascertain the animus of their new Chief, .as has been so frequently seen“

of late, especially in the jurisdiction of Cardenas. ‘ ' _ >

' Without wishing in any way to detract from, the ‘ Captain-General’s. favourable

opinion of the Brigadier Morales, de Rada, the late Lieutenant-Governor of Pueyto

Principe, I beg leave most respectfully to state to your Lordship, that as my information

comes from a trustworthy source, I must conclude that the landings complained of did

actually take place, although they may have escaped the vigilance ot' the superior

officers of the Government of the island.
I have, &c. ,

(Signed) JOHN V, CRAWFORD.

 

Inclo‘sure in No. 202. ‘ u

, The Captain-General of Cuba to Acting Consul—General Orawafd.

(Translation) ‘ 'Havana, July4, 1859. ‘ "
I_ HAVE received your Honour’s communication of 30th ultimo, stating to

me that you had received information of two landings of 600 and 800 Bozal negroes in
the jurisdiction of Puerto Principe, and, at the same time, requesting to be made
acquainted with any particulars which this Government might have received upon the
subject, for the information of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. »

Absolutely no advice nor‘information, either verbal on written, have I received
with respect to any such landings, and,. far from believing that they'hav‘e been effected,
convinced as I am of the morality and zeal of the Brigadier Don Joaquin Morales de
Rada, who has just given up the command as Lieutenant-Governor of that district, I
deem it impossible that said landings could have even been attempted without their
being instantlyreported to him, and his'making use of eyery resource at hisfeommand
to prevent them or to capture all the negrOes. , ' " '3 3 ' f t I '

This is all I can inform your Honour in reply to your said communication. ' '
- v ‘ ‘ ' " ’ 7 ' (Signed) ‘JOSEgDE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 203.

Lord J. Russell to Acting Oonsul—General Crawford.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofice, August 30, 1859.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 29th of June , last, I, Zinclose ' for your

infermation a. copy of a. letter from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope ”
to Commodore Wise,'* reporting the circumstances attending the capture of a 'barq-ue
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, which is stated to have sailed from Havana. on the
25th of March last. , ’ ' V‘ - . . ' ,_ 4. . _ ,

> ‘ ~ ‘ ‘Iam,j&c. I
_ (Signed) J. RUSSELL. _

 

No. 204. . ,.

Acting Consul-General Crawford to'VLqrd J. Russellr—(ReceivediAugus-t\31‘.)

My Lord, ' ' Havana, August 4, 1859.,
MR. SMITH, the British Vice-Consul at Trinidad, having reported to me that some

of the employés of the Sagua. and Villa Clara.’ Railway had been arrested under suspicion of
having connived at the landing of some Bozal negroes,. I addresseda letter on the "subject
to the Captain—General,_ and have now the honour of laying‘a. copy thereof before .your

, *5 Class A, No. 114.
CLASS B.‘
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Lordship, with the answer ofrhis Excellency; whieh; witheut throwing any- light upon the

affair, fiflly'aehnowledges» the correctneseof‘ my Informatmn. .. fl . . ,

I have since learned that the Manager and Clerke-of the Sagua. .Raxlroad'vwere

liberatetl-for want of proofs against them, but that it‘ is nevertheless true = that '~ a; cargo:

of Africans was lauded near Segue, and (that -sixty-fonr of the slaves were, conveyed

diningthenight by-train into the ~c‘ountry. I h & '

h : eve, c.
(Signed) JOHN v. CRAWFOm).
 

Inclosure 1 in No; 204.

Acting ‘Co‘nwl—General Grawfoi'd to the Captain-General of Cuba.

Havana, July 29, 1859.

IT having been reported to me: from a: trustworthy source that a, cargo of Bozal

negroes was landed the week before last near Segue, and that some of the employee of

the Segue Railroad. are under.- arrestaa. accomplices. in, said disemberkatlon, I. most

respectfully request the favour of your Excellency to inform me what, lfany, partmulars

of this occurrence havereached your Excellency.
‘ I have,h&c..
(Signed) ' ‘ JOHN; v... GRAWEORD.
 

Inclosure; 2 inNe. I204. ‘

The OajtaimGeneral offiCuba' to Acting'rCansul-Gemral Urawford.

(Translatibn) Havana, July- 21, 1859.
I HAVE receivedyour: Honour’s communication: of the 12th instant, denouncing the

disembamkationefa cargo of 302315 in the j'utisdiction-of Segue, in‘ consequenceaof which
some of the employés of the Sagua. Railroadhave been arrested; and‘ requestingv-to be
informed pf the. particulars; ‘

In answer I must'state to your Honour: that proceedings have been instituted in
order to clear up the circumstances which you communicate, and which the authorities of
Sagas. had'previously reported‘to this Government. ,

God preserve, 8w. ,
(Signed) JOSE DE' LA CONCHA.

 

No. 205. ,

Actingv'cemul»Gama; A Ofawardzto : L’ordJ.’ *Rassezze—(Receiwdnugmt~31.)

(Extract) . > Havana, August 6; 1859.
THE"scheonerl“¢EfitemrI£Ze,” which sailed‘fr’omjhis port on the 3rd ofJline last, was

run ashore on the coast of Florida by the crew, who murdered the Master and plundered V
the vessel, but some ' of them,.who had proceeded in a boat to a. lighthouse vessel,
representing «themselves as' shipwrecked seamen, were arrested and sent for trial to
Key West by the United States’ revenue-cntter ‘.‘ John Appleton.”

' The brig “ Gnanche,” Which cleared hence for St. Mary’s, is said to have loaded there
for Tenerifi‘e. , '

The Vice-Gonsul at Cardenas has reported the sailing of the American brig
“ Tavermier” from that port for the coast of Africaona. slave voyage. This- vessel was
cleared for Fernando Po‘ by well'known sla‘ve-traders, and after loading an assorted cargo
of rum, muskets, and provisions, at Cardenas, she took in her water-casks and fittings at.
Cayo‘Gupeyw: ‘ , .

The Americanbrig; “'WizR: Kibby,” "returneda-herewith- cattle: from: Florida, and is
nowgfitting;.outz for Africa,;buther-latemasterhawing dieiof .yelleW—‘fe'ver a. few- days agot
the expedition may be, perhaps;..aha.ndoned~. ., _ -

Ihave‘justubeen .informed’that; the American brig: “WH; Stewart;”‘of- "200' tons
burden, has been sold here to the slave-traders, and that she 'will no doubt proceed to
the coast of Africa. ‘
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-.;N0.~'206.

LordJ. Russell to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Foreign Oflice, September 16, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, forynur information, the copy" of a report which

has been received at the Admiralty from Commander Hewett, of Her Majesty’s ship

“Viper,”* detailing the cire’umstances under which he boarded and captured a brigantine,

without colours or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade.
, I am, 8m.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

Sir,

 

No. 207.

Acting Consul~General Crawford to Lord J. RusselL—(Received-October 3.)

My Lord, Havana, September 5,» 1859.

IT is with great regret that I have to report to your Lordship that the Slave Trade

continues to be carried on here almost as if there did not exist any obligation on the part

of the Spanish Government for its suppression. * ' *

Notwithstanding the vigilance of our cruizers on the coast of Africa, many slave-

vessels contrive'to escape, and during the past month no less than seven cargoes, con-

sisting of about 4,500 slaves, are reported to have been landed at different places in this

island viz. :—-— .
Pit Santa Cruz (Canasi), a cargo of about 800 Bozals, from a vessel supposed to be

the American brig “ Brownsville.” ‘ _

At Siguapa, near Cardenas, a cargo of 1,700 from alarge American clipper ship. '

Two cargoes of 310 and 70 negroes each, in the neighbourhood of Cardenas.

The former expedition was brought by a Spanish vessel called the “Reglz'ta,” and

the latter was landed from a, vessel whichleft the Congo with 1,100 Africans, and lost all

but 70, owing to an epidemic which broke out'on the voyage. ‘

An American vessel landed 1,400 slaves on the 15th August, near Sagua.‘ ‘

A cargo of about 700 was introduced near Bahia Honda, and another of 340 at

Sancti Espiritu. ' ' '
_ I have the honour of laying before your Lordship, copies of two letters which .I

addressed to the Captain—General upon the subject, together With a translation of

his Excellency’s answer, in which he states that he has no ,knowledge of any other
landing than that of 340 slaves in the jurisdiction of Sancti Espiritu, ‘in .cOnsequence of

which he has removed the Governor and some of the other authorities of that district.

His Excellency doubts'the fact of the landing at Santa Cruz, because'upon a report of

preparations for such an event the Governor of the Eastern Department, had sent a steamer

to cruize in those waters: but he confounds the two places; that where the denounced

ending was effected being about twenty—five miles to windward of Havana, whereas the
other Santa Cruz his Excellency alludes to is on the south side of the island, and as it is

a well known fact that all slave-vessels Which reach Cuba succeed in landing their illicit

cargoes, it is to be feared that another lot of human beings has been forced into hopeless
slavery, the particulars of whose disembarkation have not transpired; for, ifthe adventure
the Captain-General mentions as having been expected at Santa Cruz on the south side.

dild not efi'ect-a landing there, it has no doubt been managed at some other spot in this.
is and. '

The “Terrible,” which was reported in my despatch of the 29th June last, succeeded.

in running the seventy-six negroes she brought from Puerto Rico, butrwhere has not been

made public, and the authorities of the district in Which these slaves were landed have-
not reported the circumstance to the Captain—General. j - » ’ ' , ,

.That his Excellencyshould therefore be deceived, 017' that the numerous infractions
of the Treaty of whichI have complained should not have been reported to him ,by the
officers in whose districts they occurred, is not surprising, the means emp10yed by slave-

traders to insure silencebeing allepowerful. ' , ‘ ’

~2 * Class A,;No. .118.
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- Unless some means are devised to check the operations of the traders on this side

I fear that the zeal and activity of our African Squadron will effect but little 1n putting

down the inhuman Trafiic.
I have, &c.

(Signed) ' JOHN V. CRAWFORD.

 

Inelosure 1 in No; 207.

Acting Uen‘mLGeneral Crawford to ”the Captain-General of Cuba.

Havana, August 11, 1859.
IT is again my disagreeable duty. to denounce to your Excellency that a cargo

consisting of about 310 Bozal negroes was landed on the 7th instant in the neighbour.
hood of Cardenas, and that Messrs.- Moré and Ajuria, of this city, are said to be the
owners.‘

~ Another expedition is reported to be daily expectedat the same place Where the

abe‘ve-mentioned landing was effected. ‘ .
I shall be happy to be informed that 'your Excellency’s orders have been strictly

enforced by the authorities of Cardenas, and that the Whole of the slaves have been

captured, and I request the favour of your Excellency to furnish me with any details
Which may have reached you respecting this occurrence, fer the information of Her

‘ Majesty’s Government. ' ,
, I have, Ste. ,

, (Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 207.

- Acting Consul-Gen’eral Crawford'to the Captain- Generalfiof Cuba.

Havana, August 24, 1859.

INTELLIGENCE having reached me that three cargoes of Bozal negroes have
' been landed since the beginning 0f>this month, one of about 800 at Santa Cruz (Canasi),
another of about1,_'700 at Siguapa, and a third of about 700 near Bahia Honda,‘ Ihasten

to report these infractions of the law, hoping that not only has this intelligence already
been made known to your Excellency, but that some, if not the Whole of these expedi-
tions have been captured,.and that the parties implicated have been brought to justice.

' The circumstances attending the landing at Santa Cruz are said to have been most
scandalous. . . ‘ "

The vessels which brought the negroes to Siguapa and Bahia Honda are reported to
have been American, but I have no doubt that these scandalous proceedings have not
escaped tllev'vigilance of your Excellency’s‘officers, and" I respectfully request to be made

acquainted with such particulars as may have reached your Excellency, for the informa-
tion of Her ‘Britannic Majesty’s Government. '

‘ ' I have, 8m.
‘1 (Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD.
 

. V " ”Inclosure 3 in No. 207.

The Captain—Gefierdl of Oahu to Acting Oonsul-Geneml Crawford. ,

(Translation) , . Havana, August 27, .1859.

. I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 24th instant,’ denouncing
thelanding‘ of three cargoes of Bozal negroes at different places in this island, and,
asking me for information or for the particulars of said landings.

In» answer I have to state to your Honour that‘I do not believe that the landing at
Santa Cruz hasLtaken place, because I have been advised by his Excellency‘the Com-
‘mamiant-General ofthe Eastern Department, that in consequence of a rumour that a
landing was being attempted, he had immediately sent the steamer “ D011 Juan‘de
Austria.” to cruize in those waters. ' ,

Neither have I received advice either privately of officially of any other disem-
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barkation than that of' 340 negroes in the jurisdiction of Sancti Espiritu, in consequence

of which I have superseded the Governor of that district and the other functionaries,

subjecting them to a Judlcml inquiry into their conduct; »
God. preserve, 8m. ' .

(Signed) JOSE'DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 208.’

Acting Consul—General Crawford to Lord J. Russell,——(Received October 3.)

(Extract.) , Havana,_>;$'eptember 9, 1859.

WITH reference to my desPatch of the 5th instant, reSpectingthe great increase

of the Slave Trade, I have the honour of transmitting herewith an extract'of a letter

corroborating the information which Ihad previously reported to your Lordship With

regard to three cargoes of slaves landed in the jurisdiction of Cardenas. H

I have further to report that the‘American—built barque “ Corinthian,” of about

250 tons, is now fitting out at Cardenas for the coast of Africa, and although she will

probably be cleared for Fernando Po, there is no doubt whatever asto the ultimate obj ect

of her voyage. This vessel was stranded on a reef near Cardenas, and was purchased

bya company of notorious slave—traders. -. ' , , t , ,‘ '

On the evening of ,he 7th instant, the Chilian brig “ La Mar,” sailed from this port,

cleared for Valparaiso, but in reality bound on a slave voyage. This vessel was formerly

the American brig “ W. H. Stewart,” which was sold'here to the slave-traders. V ,

I have been informed that there are now fitting out in this harbour a brig and two

schooners for the Coast of Africa. One of these last is called the “ Nicolasa,” and the

other it is suspected is the “ Angelita,” but I have not yet been able to obtain the

particulars. '

It seems almost superfluous for me to remark to your Lordship that there are

numbers of vessels fitted out forthe Slave Trade between Africa and this island, both

here, at other ports in Cuba, as well as in the United States, of which no information

reaches us, for it is extremely difficult for Her Majesty’s Officers here to obtain any

reliable accounts of such matters. '

' Remonstrance With the authorities is of scarcely any weight, and if a stop is ”to 'be

put to these scandalous proceedings, the remedy must come for ourselves, for the slave—

traders manage their affairs so adroitly, that all hindrance to the Outfit and departure of

their vessels is removed some way or other, and in proof of this assertion, ,1 have the

honour of laying before your Lordship copies and translations of two letters which I

received from the. Captain-General some time ago, irelative t0 the American brig

“ Lillie Mills” and “ W. M. Grotton,” both of which took in all their fittings and provi—

sions at this port, and were cleared at the Custom-house for St. Paul de Loanda, and the

Island of San Thomas, on the Coast of Africa, and yet, notwithstanding that the Captain-

General was aware of the destination of these vessels, he did not order them to be

searched or detained, because their papers appeared to be in order, and their clearance

quite regular, his Excellency also considering that the penal .law‘ of 1845 is not

applicable to any but Spanish vessels. . . ,

If such is the case, there is nothing to prevent American or any, other foreign

Vessels from fitting out here for the African Slave Trade, and thus it is that so many sail

from this and other ports of Cuba, with perfect impunity.

 

Inclosure 1 in 7N0; 208.

.._._———-

 

to Acting Consul-General Crawfordfi

(Extract) _' , - September 7, 1859. ‘

I HAVE succeeded in collecting the following details of' sundrylandings‘ 0f .Bozal

negroes, effected lately. in the jurisdiction of Cardenas. ' ' "

The chief one has beenthat of no less than 1,700 negroes, Which took place abOut

the 14th ultimo,' at a small place called Signapa in this bay. This cargo was brought

from the coast in a large American clipper ship, on which'an extra deck was built above

the main deck, at the time 'of her leavingthe Congo. I have not been able to discover

her'name, but I am informed that she was scuttled as soon as her cargo was landed.
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Information has also been received of the landing of about 310 negroes, at Las Pozas,

about the same ‘date, from a schooner called the “Reglz'ta;’_’ This lot, like the one

above-mentioned, belongs, it is said, to a Joint Stock Company, which has been secretly

formed for slaving transactions. The “Reglita,” it appears, was .concealed for several

months in a river on the Coast of Africa, waiting for her cargo, 1h fact, for so 'long a

period that her owners had given her up, thinking that she had been captured by some of
our cruizers. , .

Another landing ‘of a lot of seventy negroes (the sad rehct of a cargo of over
1,100) has taken place Within the last few days. There are sundry rumours afloat of
insurrection, massacre, fearful mortality by fever, &c., all differing 1n their various

intensities of horror, but the fact of the numbers taken on board and landed is

acknowledged. . -
The despatching of vessels for the coast of Africa has of late been earned on here

without any regard to existing Treaties. . .
On the 27th July, the American brig “Tavernier” was cleared from Cardenas for

Fernando Po. She went, and every one was aware of the fact, fora cargo of slaves.
Her extra water—casks and provisions were sent on board, not surreptitiously, but in open

day, from the main Wharf, and under the very eyes of the authorities.
, Another ship, the American barque “ Corinthian,” is new being fitted out at Car-

denas, and it is presumed Will encounter no greater opposition in obtaining her papers
thandid the “Taverm'er.”

The Island of Fernando Po appears to have become the i'ende2vous of slavers. It is
understood that they clear thence for Havana, previous to taking in their cargoes, when
the latter areready for them on the mainland, and thus very considerably diminish the
risk of condemnation in case of capture. It is known that such are the arrangements
proposedfor the “ Taverm'er’s” voyage. "

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 208.

The Captain- General of Cuba to Acting Cansul—General Orawford.

(Translation) ‘ Havana, April 16, 1859.

IT having been reported to me that the American brig “ William M. G’vrotton”
was preparing to sail for the Portuguese island of San Tomé on the Coast of Africa,
for which place Don Gregorio Tejedor was despatching 'her, I endeavoured to obtain
the necessary particulars in order to ascertain Whether there wa any motive for
detaining her. '

. With this view I addressed the Chief of the Police of the island who states to me
his suspicions that the.'vesse1 is destined for the Slave Trade; but as her papers are in
proper order, anti as there is no sufficient reason for a formal detention, I could not do
otherwise than allow her to sail; which _I state to your Honour in order that you may
repart it to your Government in case it should think fit to give any instructions to the
gritgh naval forces stationed on the African coast for the suppression of the said

. ra c.
God preserve, 8:0.

(Signed) ’ JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 1208.

The Captain—General qf Ouba to Acting Oonsul-General Crawford.

(Translation) Havana, May 9, 1859.
THE Intendente-Geral communicated to me, on the 14th and 19th ultimo, that the

American brig “ L. Mills,” Weeks, consigned to Francis Newcomb, had opened her
register for San Paulo de Loanda, on the coast of Africa.

From the private information which I asked for from the Chief of Police it appears
that this vessel is intended to bring a. cargo of negroes to this island; but notwith-
standing these particulars, and considering that the provisions of the penal law of
1845 do not apply to foreign vessels, I have in reply instructed the Inten‘dente not to
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interdiCt the departure of said brig, ordering at the same time that the fact be made

known to your Honour, for such purposes as you may think proper, and that it be
reported to Her Majesty’s Government, which I shall do by the next mail—packet.

God preserve, (3c.
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONGHA.
 

No. 209.

Lord J. Russell to Cansul—General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 27, 1859.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy. of a letter from Lie ch has
Simpson, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “Pluto,” to Commodore \Vise,* and Whi rsed

been communicated to me by the Admiralty, reporting the capture of a slaver suppo
to be the Spanish vessel “ Esperanza.”

.1 am, &c.
(Signed) ' J . RUSSELL.

 

No. 210.

Lord J. Russell to Consul—Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofléa, Getober 31, 1859.

WITH reference to my "despatch of the 27th'instant,_ I transmit herewith,

for your information, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Burton, of Her. Majesty’s
ship “ Triton,”-f Which has been communicated ,to me by the Admiralty, reporting the
capture of. a schooner, without colours or papers, fully equipped, for the Slave
Trade. ' ' ' '

I am, &c.
(Signed) J.. RUSSELL-

 

No. 211.

Lord J.,Russell' to Consul—Geneml Orawford.

Sir, Foreign v Ofi'ce, October 31",‘1859.

WITH reference to my other despatchof 'this date, I i'nclose’ far your information
the accompanying extracts of a letter from Gammodore Wisej which has been commu—-
nicated to me by the Admiralty, reporting the captures of slave-vessels recently. made?
by Her-M‘ajesty’s cruizers on the African Coast-

‘ , I am, &c.
(Signed) J.. RUSSELL.

 

No., 212.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 1.)

Myinord, , ‘ Havana, October 3, 1859'.

I HAVE the honour ofacknowledging the receipt: ofl your .Lordship’s ,despatch
dated. the. 30th.'of August, iuclosing‘ for my informationa, copy of a letter from the ;
Commander of Her, Majesty’s ship ‘_‘ Antelope ” to COmmodore Wise,:. reporting the
circumstances of the capture. of a barque, fully equipped for the» SlaveTrade which;
is’ stated to have sailed from this port on the 25th of Marchvlast. V

* LieutenantvCommander. Pike,.. in his letter to Commodore Wise, says,., that the
capturedbarque was stated by the. Master» (Antonio. Huerta) to have” been, formerly the.

tacos”, No; 119. ' + Ibid.,No. 129-. , 1mm, No. 126;"
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“Antanda and Maria ;” but I can find no trace of , any such vessel having been here so
as to have sailed 'on or about the 25th of March last.

The American barque “ Amanda,” Bennis, Master, belonging to the House of Moses

Taylor; New York, cleared from this port for New York With a cargo of produce on

the 24th February last. She is at this moment in Havana from .New York ; the

respectability of her owner leaving no room for a suspicion of her havmg been engaged

in Slave Trade, and no other “ Amanda ” has been here during the last twelve months, so

that Don Antonio Huerta must have invented a name for the captured barque, probably

to prevent the captors from examining the vessel more minutely, and discovering her real
name, and the place she came from.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 213.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received November 1.)

My Lord, Havana, October 3, 1859.
THE Slave Trade continues to be carried on with increased activity, and few

days pass by without the purchase of vessels for this demoralizing and detestable
Traffic. V

The “ W. H. Stewart,” reported in the Acting Consul—General’s despatch dated
the 6th August, I have ascertained was sold here 24th of that month, to a certain
DOn Pablo Calvet; said. to be a citizen of Chili. She obtained the Chilian flag by
authority of the Consul here, and sailed under the name of the “La Mar,” cleared in
ballast for Valparaiso.

The American barque “Pamphglia,” 240 tons, cleared 21st September, in ballast,
for Omoa. ‘ , , '

The American schooner “ J. H. Tome,” 145 tons, cleared“, in ballast, 17th September,
for Ruatan. , '

The American brigantine “ Tallulah,” 195 tons, was sold by her owner, an American
citizen, Don Antonio Orta, of New Orleans, to a certain Don Juan Bautista Alexandre,
said to be a. Mexican citizen, and has obtained Mexican colours from the Consul here.

All those vessels are, it is said, to be engaged in the Slave Trade ; and I believe
that there is no doubt a J0th Stock Company, With some $600,000 of capital, exists here
for the purposes of slave-trading. The principals are wealthy and influential parties,
who arrange forthe safe and secret landing of the slaves, and providing them with
cedulas and passes for their protection and transit, all lipon the surest and best
regulated bases, entitling them to reckon upon a continuous supply, if their vessels only
succeed in escaping the vigilance of our cruizers. ' - '

I need not state to the clearer perceptions of your Lordship, that necessarily such a
Company has been formed and the business carried on with great caution and secrecy.
I might name the principal shareholders, and the connexions of these trafiickers, but it
would be impossible for me to prove the facts against them.

 

No. 214.

Consul-General Crawford to Lord J. Rassell.——(Received December 2.)

(Extract.) Havana, October 27, 1859.
V . I HAYE the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship, atranslation of a Decree
Much has Just been promulgated by General , Concha, doing away with the cedulas
or tlckets of: protection ‘for slaves in this island, a measure adopted in the year
18:54, and.whlch 1.13 was supposed would have operated as a full and accurate registry, but
Whlch, owmg to 1ts ma1:administration, was converted into a means (extensively had
recourse to) for protecting newly landed slaves; the sale of said cedulas serving only
the purposes of the slave-traders.

There has never been any statement published by the Government of Cuba that
went to show any ‘greater number of slaves in this island who, being protected by cedulas,
may have been $3.16. to be registered, than 374,806, which was probably. about half the
number of that unfortunate class of persons; and General. Conehav must have, known, eyer
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since the statements were published, Which are referred to in the Slave Papers, Class A,

page 18, 1856—57, that the issue of cedulas was of 'no use whatever as a. registration; _

But the almost unlimited abuse of the issue of those tickets of protection which have

been used by the slave—traders has greatly facilitated the introduction of Bozals during

the last four years that the Traffic has so much increased and has become so flourishing, so

thatthe'holders of such immense numbers of newly imported negroes were uneasy, least

the corrupt system, I hawe so often denounced‘should .be corrected, and the law of

registry be honestly administered, which would affect their property; moreover, there

must be considerable numbers of recently imported negroes,‘ unprotected by cedulas, Who

had to be kept concealed, and. so this sweeping measure has been. deviSed of doing away

with them altogether and reverting to the old system, authorizing the, Governors,

Lieutenanthovernors, and Captains of Districts, to give passes for the transit of slaves as

formerly. _ ' v

I need not point out to the superior intelligence of your Lordship, that all the

' negroes, no matter how introduced (and my, other despatches show how numerous they

have been of late), are now safe, and that the slave-traders, up to the present time,

are secure, and as their profits are enormous,vthere appears to he no check to the

extension of their adventures, they are daily becoming more numerous .and influential

here and elsewhere in the island. V . '

 

Inclosure in No. 214. ~

, I Debreef , .

(Translation) , . Havana; October_25, 1859.

THE dispositions which this supreme Civil Government has, from time to time,

issued since the year 1854, in order to establish and organize the registration of slaves,

and to put a stop to the abuses arising from the facility of of the forgery of the cedulas

created for that purpose under the Decree of 19th December of that year, have not

produced the desired reSults. Experience having therefore shown the necessity of

- modifying those dispositiOns, meanwhile Her 'Majesty’s Government comes to a determi-

nation respecting'the definite suppression of said documents, establishing the form in

which the registry of slaves is to be carried out, without the necessity of individual

cedulas as they are at present provided with (the renewal of which, for the ensuing year,

will not be effected until the said sovereign resolution is made known), and Considering

that these documents, as declared by the Resolution of 23rd March, 1857, should never‘

have been looked upon 'as proof of the legitimate . ownership of slaves, I have thought

proper to decree— . ‘ ' ' ‘ . ‘ ‘

1. The Governors and Li'eutenant-GOvernors, the Captains of Districts, the

Employés ofPolice,‘the Civil Guard, and the other public functionaries, who are directly

charged with the maintenance of order and the enforcement of the dispositions of the

Government, shall desist, in future, from requiring the» exhibition of the tickets of

protection of slaves under any of the .ciicumstances in which this formality was called for

by the dispositionsin force up to this date. ' ’ ,

2. The dispositions contained in the Instruction of 8th April, 1849, for regulating

the removal of slaves from place to place in. the island, are re—established. In conse-

quence thereof, the proprietors or their agents should, for this purpose,'provide themselves

With the necessary transit licences or passes at the corresponding Government ofiices,

under the forms prescribed in the'said InstructiOu. ,
(Signed) , JOSE DE LA CONCHA.’

 

‘IJo.215.'

Oonsul-General Crawford to Lord J.‘ Ru'sselL—(Received December 2.)

Emma .,. “ermNWMWfimm
IT has been to me a most unpleasant duty, so repeatedly and for so long a period,

to represent to your Lordship the increased extension of therSlave Trade, which con-
tinues to be carried. on, not only with the most clompletely successful impunity, but, there

is much reason forbelieving, with the connivance of some of the Spanish authorities; and
Iconsider it proper to state, that although General Concha has lately removed Colonel
Gayoso, the LieutenantrGovernor ofCardenas, and Brigadier Terén, the Lieutenant-

Goveénor ofl‘3 Pinar del Rio, they Were allowed to remain at- their stations long after it

LASS .



1‘70 SPAIN. (Consular)—-Hawna.

was known that they must have been bought over by the slave-traders. So that it
would be difficult to ascertain the number of slaves which have been landed in the
district ofCardenas and its neighbourhood during Colonel Gayoso:s command, but, during
the nine months of that of the Brigadier Terén, at Pinar del R10, I am satisfied that at
least four cargoes, with 1,700 to 2,000, have come in ; nor have I heard of any measures
having been adopted, either by the local authorities .or by the orders of the Captain.
General, to capture the slaves, or to detect ,and punish those engaged In such flagrant
breaches ofthe law, and of the existing Treaty. _

I have. the honour of inclosiug herewith to your Lordship, a copy of a letter which I
addressed to the Captain—General, dated 26th September, denouncing the landing of a.
cargo consisting of about 740 slaves from a Portuguese brig or barque, near Cienfuegos,
and of about 300 more from on board of a. Spanish vessel in the neighbourhood of
Cardenas ; copy of my letter to his Excellency, dated 4th October, as to a cargo consisting
of 350 Bozals landed at Yaguajay, near San 'Juan de los Remedies; copy of my letter
to his‘ Excellency, dated llth October, respecting 320 slaves, which were landed from
on board the brigantine “ Trueno,” at Guanhanamo; copy of' my letter to his Excellency,
dated the 18th October, denouncing the landing of 550 Bozals between Matanzas and
Cardenas; that same slaver having left the Coast of Africa in company with a brig
which is stated to have successfully landed her Cargo of 350 elsewhere in this island;
copy of my letter to his Excellency, dated the 25th October, as to a reported landing of
1,700 Bozals near Cardenas, and of 800 more near Remedies ; and copy of my letter to
his Excellency, denouncing the landing of 400 Bozals near Coloma, and of several more
cargoes ofslaves on that part of-the island, previously in this year.

Respecting the cargo of 1,700 which I had heard it reported as having been effected
near Cardenas, and which I noticed to General Concha on the 25th ultimo, I wrote his
Excellency on the 3rd instant that that report had not been confirmed, and that I was
disposed to think that it was unfounded. I have not reeeived from General Concha
any acknowledgment or answer to any of these letters. ,

It is rumoured here that, under no circumstances, for the future, will the Spanish
authorities pursue or capture negroes after they are landed, much less will they be
followed to be captured on the estates; and as there is not now the semblance ofregiStry,
a complete security. is presented to the slave-traders for every negro they can land.

My Lord, the Slave Trade is receiving new impulses. It is all but openly advocated.
All the checks to its prevention are removed; so that it is no longer hazardous on this
side the Atlantic. The Spanish ships-of—war no longer cruize for slavers. There is
much reason for believing that the system of connivance is perfectly regulated ; and the
temptation is so great, that it would be difficult to say how high it reaches, whilst, as a
matter of course, in such organized corruption, it is imposSible to prove venality against
any one, and so the Slave Trade goes on and flourishes.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 215.

Consul-General Crawford to the Captain—Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, September 26, 1859.
A LANDING of about 740 negroes has been reported to me as having taken place

from on board of a Portuguese brig or barque near Cienfuegos during the past week,
?nddanother cargo of about 300 Bozals from a Spanish vessel in the neighbourhood of
)ar enas. ' .

I hasten to bring these facts under your Excellency’s notice, and 1 request the
favour of being made acquainted With such particulars as may have reached you upon
this subject.~ I have, &c.

» ' (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 215.

Oonsul-General Orawford to the Captain-Geneml of Cuba.

/ Havana, October 4, 1859.
I HAVE this day been informed that a cargo, consisting of 350 Bozal neuroes

was safely landed about a week previous to the '28th of September, at or' iii thé
heighbourhood of Yaguajay, on the north side 'of this island. '
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As there is no doubt of the disembarkation of these slaves, I' request your

Exceflency Will be pleased to favour me with such particulars as may have transpired,

for the information of Her Majesty’s Government. > . '
I have, 8m.

(Signed) ' JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

. Inclosure 3 in No; 215.

Consul-Geneml Crawford tethe-Captain-Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, October 11‘, 1859.

V I HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that I have received information, dated'the

4th instant, as to the landing of 320 Bozal negroes, which took place a few days

previously at Guantanamo.

I learn that said slaves were landed from on board the brigantine' “ Trueno,” and

that they were taken to the haciendas Santa Rosa and Esperanza, but your

Excellency will, ere now, have received full particulars from the local authorities, and I

shall be much obliged if your Excellency will be pleased to favour me with the facts

of this case, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, as no doubt the greater

part of these Bozals, if not all of them, have been captured by your Excellency’s

oflicers. ' '
I have, 8m.

(Signed) JOS.,’I.‘. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclos‘ure 4 in No. 215.

Gonsul—Gen'eml Crawford to the Oaptain-Geneml qf‘Ouba.

Havana, October 18, 1859.

I HAVE heard that 550 slaves were landed, on or about the 12th instant, some-

where between Matanzas and Cardenas, from on board a vessel, barque rigged, which

was afterwards scuttled, and was seen," in a sinking state, by the Masters of several

vessels which have since arrived here and at Cardenas, and said Masters state that. the

Slave-vessel referred to appeared to be American built.

I have also heard that, the crew of said slaver have arrived in Havana, and that

they say that, besides the 5501anded, they IOSt about 100 slaves on their passage from

Africa, from whence they sailed, in company with a brig, which has also safely landed,

350 802315 in this island.
I hasten to communicate the above particulars to your Excellency, and request the

favour of such further intelligence respecting the. slavers, or. either of them, as may

have been‘obtained, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government.

‘ , ‘ . I have, 8w.
(Signed) ‘ . J0S; T. CRAWFORD;

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 215.

Consul- General Orawford to the Captain—Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, October 25, 1859.

IT has been reported to me that a cargo of Bozal negroes (said to have consisted of

some 1,700), was lauded last week, near Cardenas, from on board of a Spanish barque,

and that another cargo, consisting of some 800 Bozals, has been landed near Remedies.

I am desirous of knowing, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government,

whetherthis information has reached your Excellency, and if so, such particulars as

may have trahSpired with regard to such landings of slaves on this island.
- I have, &C.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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InclOsure 6 in No. 215.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba.

Havana, November 3, 1859.

IN an official communication which I did mySelf the honour of addressing to your
Excellency, of' date the 25th ultimo, I stated that it had been reportedfito me that a
cargo of 1,700 Bozal negroes had been landed», the previous week near Cardenas, and I
requestefi that your Excellency would be pleased to let me know whether that mfor-
mation had reached this Government.

I have not been favoured by your Excellency With any answer to that communi-
cation, and the result of the inquiries I have made respecting that expedition not being
confirmative of what I had heard, I am disposed to think that no such disembarkation
was efi'ected near Cardenas at that "time.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure '7 in No. 215. .

Cansul—General Crawford to the Oaptain-General of Cuba.

A . _ . Havana, October 29, 1859.

I HAVE received information that is reliable as‘ to the landing of' 400 and odd
BozaI negroes, which was effected, a few days ago,'near Caloma, and I‘ learn, from the
same source, that several more slavers have landed their cargoes at that part of the
island previously in this year.

I request that your Excellency will be pleased to favour me With such intelligence
as may have been received upon this subject, for the information of Her Majesty’s
Government.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J OS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

. No. 216.

Consul- General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—-—(Reccived December 2.)

My Lord, Havana, November 7, 1859.
I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship~that the brig “ Tallulah” having

been converted into the Mexican brig “Rosario,” sailed from this port on the 2151; ultimo
for the Coast of Africa, and the Anlel'iean barque “ Williams," of New York, James R.
Malcolm, master, 2313—2 tens, is fitting out here, and almost ready to sail, also for the
Coast of Africa, to be engaged 'in the Slave Trade.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) JOS. '1‘. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 217.

Lord J. Russell to Consul» Gehe-ral Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, December 9’, 1859. V
_ I TRANSMIT herewith for your information, a copy of a. despatch from Mr. Gabriel,
Her Majesty’s Commissioner atkLoandafi reporting the capture by Her Majesty’s ship
“Pluto,” of a slaver supposed to be the “Esperanza,” Which is stated to have left
Matanzas in the month of March last. ,

I am, Szc. ,
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

4“ Class A, No. 72.



‘ SPAIN. (Consular)—Havana. 173

No. 218.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Receii2ed December 14.)

(Extract)
Havana, November 11, 1859.

I HAVE the honour. of laying before your Lordship a translation of a letter,

"dated the 8th instant, Which I have received from the Captain—General in reply to

that which I addressed to his Excellency 0n the 29th ultimo, respecting the landing of

slaves, which took place (at Laguna del Gato) near Coloma, and your Lordship 17111

observe that General Concha asserts 1211 t that was the only expedition from Africa whlch

had been landed in the Western District during this year. .

I understand that an officer of the “police has been sent to Pinar del Rio to investi-

gate this matter; but I venture to predict that the result will be like all former

commissions of'inquiry as to slave—trading, fruitless as to the detection and punishment

of the slave-traders and their confederates.

 

Inclosure in No. 218.

The Captain- General of Cuba to Consul—General Crawford.

(Translation) ‘ Havana, November :8,‘ 1859.

REPLYING to your Honour’s communiCation of 29th ultimo, in which you ask for

information respecting a disembarkation of Bozal negroes, effected a few days previously

near Coloma, as well as with regard to other cargoes, which you are informed were

landed during the current year near that place, I have to state to you, that the only

landing which took place in that part of the island is the one Which. your Honour

denounces, and I am assured that it is the first that has been effected this year in that

jurisdiction.» ‘ a ' '
‘ As regards the effecting of the said disembarkation, I must also state to your Honour

that the Government has taken its measures to hold the authorities of the district

responsible, should they not have fulfilled their duty in every respect. ,
God preserve, 8L0. , , '

‘ (Signed) , JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

.No. 219. »

Consul- General Crawford toLord’J. Russell.—(Received Deha-mber 14:.)

My Lord, , V I Havana, November 17, 1859.

I HA VE the honour of inclosing' herewith tQ your Lordship copy of a letter
and its translation which I have received from General Concha, and also a copy of my
answer thereto, respecting the American ship “‘- IVilliam,” 9* which, in my despatch

dated the 7th instant, I reported to your Lordship as fitting out here, and about to sail
for the Coast of Africa to be engaged in the Slave Trade. 1

I have, 8m.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 219.

The Captain-Geneml of Calla tc Consul— General Crawford. I

(Translation) , Havana, November 12, 1859.

THE Chief of Police has reported to me, in a letter dated yesterday, that from

the inquiries he has made respecting the intended voyage of the American ship
“ William,” Malcom, master, it cannot be brought to light that she is going to be
employed in the Slave Trade, it being credible, on account of her having been loaded
with rum and‘arms, that the object of her voyage is that of lawful commerce with the
Coast of Africa. ‘

. s u T,“ William” was subsequently captured, With a Cargo of slaves on board, off the Cuban coast, by an
United States’ cruizer. '
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Fer these reasons, and the Intendant—General having informed me that the house

of Hamel and Company has applied for the clearance of the “ William ” for San

Thomé, Ambriz, and the River Congo, the suspicious to Which the vessel rendered

herself liable, not being sufficient, in a legal sense, to justify her dete11tion,~ I have

considered it right to authorize her. clearance, making it known to your Honour,

nevertheless, in order that, should you deem it necessary, the vessel may be watched at
the places mentioned. _

God preserve, 8:0. ’
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

Inclosure 2‘ii1 No. 219.

Cansul—General Crawford to the Captain-‘Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, November 16, 1859.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of

the 12th instant. respecting the American barque “ William,” Which vessel is about to

sail from this port cleared for San Thomé, Ambriz, and Rio Congo. '

I am very‘much obliged to your Excellency for this information, which I shall take
the earliest opportunity of reporting to Her Majesty’s Government, so that this vessel

may be watched on the Coast of Africa-i'n case she should, as there is much reason for

believing that she Will, be employed in the Slave Trade.

I have}, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,

 

No. 220. '

Cansul-General Crawford to Lord J: Russell.—(Reaei'ved December 14.)

My Lord, ’ Howana, November 18, 1858.

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that the Spanish man-of-war
steamer “ Blasco de Garay ” has captured and brought into, Nuevitas a slaver with 480
Bozals on board, which said steamer fell in with off Cayo Romano; It is said that the
slave Captain, and Mate were not on board, and that the vesssel’s manoeuvrings drew the

Captain of the “ Blasco de Garay’s ?’ attention towards her, else otherwise she would

have escaped. I also learn that the slaver did not show any colours, that this crew
were chiefly Americans, and the vessel Baltimore clipper—built.

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 221.

Consul-Geneml Grawford to Lord J. Russell.—-—(December 14.)

(Extract) ' Havana, November 19, 1859.
HAVING received information that a cargo of slaves had been landed at Sagua,

consisting of about 700, from on board a vessel, supposed to have been an American,
as the crew (20 in number)were all of that Republic, I lost no time in complaining to
the Captain—General of this violation of the law and ot the Treaty, and I have now the
honour of inclosing herewith to your'Lordship a copy of my letter to his Excellency,
to which I have not been favoured With any acknowledgment or reply.

These waters appear to' be teeming with vessels bringing slaves to Cuba, and I
learn that the expeditions gone to the Coast of Africa, and expected on that of this
island, ere most numerous, Which, by the by’, is‘ not to be wondered at, as, with the
exception of the accidental capture at Cayo' Romano, the slave-traders have had no
check, and it is now many months since we have had a cruizer on this station.
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, Inclosure in No. 221. _

Oohsul-Gmeral Crawford to the Captain—Geneml of Cuba.

. Havana, November 14, 1859.

I REGRET that it should be my duty again to complain to your Excellency of a

disembarkation of slaves, which, according to the account which I have received, took

place on or about the 6th instant near Sagua, the number 700, and the vessel, which

probably was destroyed, is supposed to have been American, as the crew, I understand

(twenty persons), landed and came on to Cardenas on the 8th.

I shall be much obliged if your Excellency will favour me with any further parti-

culars which may have reached this Government for the information of Her Majesty’s

Principal Secretary of” State. . , , ‘
I have, 8m. '

(Signed) , JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 222.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received December 14.)

(Extract) ' Havana, November 21, 1859.’

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a letter which I

addressed to the Captain—General on the 18th instant, complaining of1a .disembarkation

‘ of slaves, which was effected by means of a sloop and boats on the 6th instant at the

Cayo de las Doce Leguas, from on board a ship apparently of about 320 tons, clipper-

built, and there can be no doubt but that said slaves have been safely landed on the

southern coast of this island. ' _

 

Inolosure in No. 222.

Consul- General Crawford to the Captain—General of Cuba.

Havana, November 17, 1859.

, I HAVE to complain to your Excellency of another landing of slaves on this island,

which was effected from on board of a ship of about 320 tons, at Cayo de las Doce

Leguas, on Sunday, the 6th instant, in number exceeding 700.

The slave-vessel was met at Doce Leguas by .a sloop-rigged fighter, and a number

of boats, into which the Bozals were transhipped and sent on shore, but the exact place

Where they were landed I have not yet learnt, as the information I have is from an

eye-witnesss who saw the slaves when they were being put from the ship into the lighters

at Cayo de las Doce Leguas, but it is conjectured by my informant that they were probably

landed at Santa Maria or San Pedro, in the jurisdiction of Principe, or at a place

called Sarabano, which is on the limits between that jurisdiction 'and that .of ‘Santi

Spiritus, but that they have been landed there is no doubt whatever.

' - * ' _ I have, &c. ‘

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

‘ , No. 223.

Consul—General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Rece'£ved December 14.)

My Lord, Havana, November 23, 1859.

WITH reference to my despatch dated the 2lst instant, respecting- a cargo of

slaves which were transferred from a ship , at Gaye de las Doce Leguas on the 6th instant

into a 5100p and boats, for the purpose of being landed on the mainland of' this island,

I have nonr the honour of laying before your LordShip a copy and translation of the

Captain—G e'nerai’s answer, to the effect that,,this Government had no intelligence from

any other source than my denouncement of this expedition, notwithstanding that the
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steamer-of—war “ Don Juan de Austria” is cruizing in the waters of said Cay. But in

a conversation which I have just had with his Excellency, he informed.me that, although

he has not received official information as to the fact of this cargo being landed, he has

'reason to suspect that a disembarkation of slaves has. been effected- somewhere to the

eastward of Trinidad, andhad put himself in communication Wlth Lleutenant-Governor

Conti of that district upon the subject.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 223.

The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul—Geneml Crawford.

(Translation) Havana, November 21, 1859.

CONSEQUENT to your honour’s communication of the 18th, I have to state to you
that this Government has not received any information With regard to the disembarkation

of negmes which your Excellency says was witnessed at the Cayo de las doce Leguas.

Notwithstanding this, Her Majesty’s steamer “ D011 J11311 de Austria,” being on a cruize
precisely in the waters corresponding to the said Gay and the other places your honour
mentions, I flatter myself that she will exercise the necessary vigilance, in order to prevent
any transgression.

‘ God preserve, 8w.
‘ (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

, No. 224.

Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, December 21, 1859.
V WITH reference to my despatch of the 9th instant, I inclose, for your information,
the accompanying copy of a letter from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Spitfire.”
to the Secretary to the Admiralty}: reporting his having captured a brigantine without
colours or papers, having on board 500 slaves. '

‘ In the event of your being able to ascertain the name of this vessel, .1 have to
desire thatyou will acquaint me with it. ~ ~

_ I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

* P.S.—-Since the above was written it has been ascertained that the vessel in question
was the “ J. Harm's,” of New York. ' .

 

No. 225.

Consul-General Crawford to Lord J; Russell.——(Received January 2, 1860.)

(Extract) ' Havana, December 3, 1859.

WITH reference to my despatch dated the 21st ultimo, ‘I received further intelligence
respecting the landing of the cargo of slaves which arrived at the Gaye de las Doce Leguas,
to the effect that said cargo having been purchased at the Gay by the firm of Zulueta. and
00., for 400 dollars each, the negroes were brought to Maceo Bay, a plade only three
miles from Trinidad, and thence to Zulueta’s estate, the Savanilla, where he resold them
at 900 dollars each, and I lost 110 time in complaining to General Sérrano of this most
scandalous violation of the law and of the Treaty.

I have the honour of laying before your Lordship a. copy of the correspondence
' which has passed with his Excellency, and I have the satisfaction of being able to state to
your Lordship that, whether it is because 'of the Lieutenant-Governor 'of Trinidad’s
connivance in this offence, or for some other reason, Brigadier Conti is superseded in the
command of that district, which has been conferred on the Brigadier-Primo De Ribel‘a,
who has lately arrived from Spain, and proceeds to Trinidad on the 7th instant.

 

* Class A. No, 145.
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‘ ‘Inclosure 1 in No. 225.

Consul-Geneml Orawford to the ‘C'aptain- General of Ouba.

Havana; November 29, 1859.
WITH reference to my communication addressed to your Excelleney’s predecessor,

dated the 17th instant, complaining of a disembarkation of Bozal negroes, which took

place" at the Gay de Doce Leguas, 0n the 6th, I have now to report to your Excellency

that said slaves were landed at the Bay ofMaceo, quite near to Trinidad, and were thence

taken to the estate called the Savanilla, where they were sold, on the 17th instant, to the

highest bidder, for about 900 dollarseach, excepting about forty—six of the number, who

Were week from sickness, and for whom a person from Sa’nti Spiritus offered 630 dollars

each. The crew of the slaver came on from Trinidad by the steamer “Rapido,” on the

19th, and several more cargoes are expected to arrive there very soon.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 225.

The Oaptain—Geneml of Cuba to Cousul—Geneml Crawford.

(Translation) Havana; December 1, 1859.

IN attention to the details commu‘nicatedin your Honour’s letter of the 29th ultimo,

I have ordered that proper measures be taken to inquire into thetruth of reports Which

have reached your Honour respecting the disembarkation of Bozals in the Bay of Maceo,

near Trinidad, which your Honour states was effected on the 16th of that month, and,

' consequently, previous to my arrival in" this island. ~ V ' ;

With that view, I have given most positive orders to the Navy, and to the subaltern

authorities of this supreme Government, that they redouble their vigilance, and impede,

at all hazards, any landing of negroes, in accordance with the wishes of Her Majesty’s

Government and with mine, that the existing Treaties relative to this matter be respected

and punctually complied with. , '
God preserve, 8w. ' ‘ ' ' '

(Signed V FRO. SERRANO.

 

IInclosure 3 in No. 225.

Consul—General Orawferd‘to t/ze CaptainfGeneml of Oub'a.

Havana, December 2, 1859.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of

the let instant, in answer to my communication of the 29th ultimo, respecting a disem—

barkation of slaves which took place at Maceo Bay, near Trinidad. ,

It Will afford me much pleasure in transmitting this correspondence to Her Majesty’s

Government, to prove, by the prompt meaSures adopted by your Excellency for inquiring

into the circumstances of that violation, and the orders issued to the ships—of-war and

officers of this Government, your Excellency’s determination to give effect to the wishes

of Her Catholic “Majesty’s Government to respect and observe the stipulations of the

subsisting Treaty fer the suppression of the Slave Trade. ' . » '
_ » I have, &c. ‘ ‘ , “

(Signed) ‘ JOS. T. CRAWFORD. ~

 

No; 226.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to Lord J.’ Russell.—(Received January 2, 1860.)

(Extract) ’ -' i i ‘ Havana; December 3, 1859.

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a letter which

I have received from Cardenas, respectingra cargo consisting of 750 Bozal negroes,

Which was landed at Punta de Tejas, about a fortnight or three weeks ago, and in

CLASS B.
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' ' ' ade of an amount of cruelt having taken place on the voyage of

27171232132?cigar:Still: Mozambique, an amount 37f atrocity which can hardly be equalled

' ' slave-tradin ‘. . ’ .

1n tha‘lhéstggsgi which I haée every reason to believe was the _Oh1han barque “ Elozsa,”

of-rabout 500 tons, fitted out and sailed from. thlsimrt, 1n 19:]?1'11 last, under the charge

of the notorious slaver,- Captain D00 Eogemo Vmas, has, It. appears, agam :gone off to

the Coast of Africa, and no doubt W111, .1n the due course of tune, returnto land another

cargOY'Vhethef the circumstances of the wholesale murders turn out to be true to the

full extent that rumour gives them, or not, I can assure your Lordshlp that of 1,200

Macquas taken on board, only 750 were landed, :haymg survwed: the voyage. .

But notwithstanding such enormous loss of hIe,- the result of the adventure 1s far

from discouraging, and so a new crew was at once obtained, and sent from hence,. and

the barque has sailed, as- I- hear, under command of Vmas’s thephew. Of: the servwmg

750, 29 died after landing; and the 721 have been sold at 311 average price of— -

1,000 dollars each . . . . . dollars 721,000

 

I estimate the cost of 1,200 Macquas, at 50 dollars . . F 60,000

The cost of the ship and outfit . . ' .4. . . 40,000

I am credibly informed that they expended 1n brlbes . . 102,000

Cost total, and expenses . . . . . . . . 202,000

Leaves , , .V a . . . . "519,000

But the ship was not destroyed, and‘ is worth ., . ,. . . . ”21,000

Making up ;. m 540,000
From which deduct the crew andgofiitBers’ wages. . ..:. .. . 240,000

Profit .. . 0. . . . 500,000

 

Such results are'too lucrative to“ be 'desisted- from, and youri'Lor'dship will'at once perceive
that the Traffic cannot be put an end to without the exercise of force, Carried out With
energy and decision. , . ‘

I deemed- '1; my duty to complain to the Captain—General of these so repeated
violations, and also to bring 11nder.]:fisExce11ency’s notice the atrocities reported to
have been committed on the voyage by the master and crew of the slaver that
landed the survivors of her cargo at’La Teja. A? copy of my letter to General
Serrano upon this subject I have now the honour of, inclosing to your Lordship, and
I shall not fail in reporting the" result.

 

"Inelosure 1 in No; 226.

.,.__g———_ ,

 

, ~#0“'Conwl~Geneml Crawford.

(Extract) Cardenas, "November 230, 1859.

ANOTHER successful "landing of '750 negroes, (Bozals) was effected ‘last week
at the out-port of La Teja in‘ this district. “I have'been unable to learn the name of
the vessel, but ; I am credibly informed she was an American bottom. , Her Captain was
.a Spaniard. 'He'left the coast with over 1,200 slaves on board, and, when a few days
out, finding that he had neitherwater.norprovisions sufficient for so great a number,
deliberately threw overboard 400 negroes. His employers were cognizant of the fact,
and, as soon as the cargo was discharged, refitted the vessel and again despatched her
for the Coast of Africa.

Three other landings ‘haVe also been effected in the'past fortnight on this north
coast, between this port and that of San Juan de los Remedios, and the several cargoes
have ‘been publicly disposed of on the beach, at prices "ranging from 185l. to 2101.
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Inclosure 2? 'in .No. 226'.

Cbnsul-General Crawford to the Captain-General!

. Havana, Decembérf2, 1859. V

IT is my most unpleasant duty to complain to your Excellency of so many repeated
violations of the law for the suppression of the SlaveT-rade.’ ,

I have to state to your Excellency that within the last fortnight or three weeks no

less than four cargoes of Bozals have been landed on the north side of this island,

between Cardenas and San Juan de Remedies, and, I regret to say, with the connivance

of the local authorities. » ' '

Seven hundred and fifty Macquas were landed at La Tejai

Six hundredand fifty Lucnmis at Remedios, and two cargoes (the numbers-I have
not yet been able to ascertain) 'at Sagua; ,

But, your Excellency, l have to relate such atrocity- with regard to the first of
these expeditions as is too shocking to humanity, but quite characteristic of the nature

of this abominable Traffic. The vessel ,on board Which that cargo of slaves was

brought and landed at La Teja, I have reason to believe, was the Chilian ship “ Eloisa,”
which sailed from this port in April last, bought by certain parties, and a was sent to

. Africa, under the charge of an experienced slaver. They took on board 1,200 Macquas,
and, after they had been some days at sea, finding that they were short of provisions
and water, they deliberately threw 400 of the negroes overboard.

Such is the terrible story of this slave-voyage, as it has been told to me, and,
besides those thrown overboard, there was a considerable mortality.

I have been informed also, that the amount expended in bribes to obtain the

landing of the 750 that survived exceeded 100,000 dollars.
I have learnt that the landing at Remedies was effected with the connivance of the

authorities, and that the slaver, with her cargo of negro'es 011 board, passed quite under

the guns of Her Catholic Majesty’s vessel—of—war at that place, without interruption. ‘
I feel satisfied that such scandalous instances Will not be allowed to pass unnoticed

by your Excellency, nor the wholesale-murderersof the 400 men thrown overboard at
sea, in; the manner I have stated. to your Excellency, be allowed to escape.’

The ship, I regret to shy, has been refitted, and has again sailed for“ the Coast of

Africa; but the person Who was. in command when the murderswerecommitted'may.
still befound in this city,. as I understand that he came here.

I have, &c.-,. _ .
(Signed) . JOS. 0T. CRAWFORD.

 

No'. 227., ,

Consul—Geneml Crawford to Lord .7. Russell.—(Received' January 14,1860.)

(EXtract.) ’ _ Havana, December 16, 1859;

THE outfits and preparations for' the Slave Trade» are being carried on with
undiminished activity, and, according to the accounts which I am receiving. from various
quarters, respecting the operations 0 \the year now drawing to a close; there is no doubt
that many more cargoes of slaves have been landediin Cuba'than I have yet reported;
and many more eXpeditions have been‘igsent out than I have heardv'of, notWithstanding
my unabated vigilance, and that of my agents, all over the island, for these matters are
managed with the greatest secrecy. - ,

At this moment we have here the American brigantine “ Triton,” 151 tons, sold,
and fitting out for the coast. a The “ Triton” is painted (at present) black, with a red ‘
ribbon streak, and has a house on deck: Also, the American brig "‘ W. R. Kibby,”
190 tons, now ready 'to clear for New York, Where she will complete her fittings, and
thence proceed ,to the coast to bring a cargo of slaves to this island.

The Spanish schooners “Paquete dc Chases” ”and “Paquete de Oienfuegos,” belonging
to Don Francisco L'abandiera, are both engaged in the Slave Trade. The former landed
600' Bozals- at Savana 1a Mar, west of Batabano,'in June last, thence went to the main
for: a'cargo of cattle, which She brought here, and-is-again supposed to have proceeded
to theéG'oast“ of Africa" -

, The slavertthatviandedz'750’BOZaIStat:La Teja; reported in my'despatchdated the
3rd instant, as having probably‘been the Chilain barque “ Eloisa,” and her having again
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sailed for the slave coast, it is said, is heavily armed and manned for resistance.

I hear that the port of Marcenda, ‘in Madagascar, is that frequented by the slavers

going to the Mozambique, although what advantages It possesses over the Bays of

Majambo, Bombetok, and Boyana, I have been unable to learn. The slaves, I am told,

are brought from the distant parts of the North East Coast of Afrlca, where they are

said to be cheap and abundant. .

 

No. 228.

Consul—General Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 14:, 1860.)

My Lord, . Havana, December 16, 1859.

WITH reference to that part of my despatch dated the 3rd instant, and my

letter to his Excellency the Captain-General, relative to atrocities which are said to

have been committed on board the slaver therein alluded to, I have now the honour of
laying before your Lordship a' copy and tianslation of General Serrano’s answer, which

I received a few days ago; since which I have had no communication upon the subject,

excepting that . my informant states that there is no doubt the report as to the dreadful

acts committed on the voyage of that slaver is mainly true.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

InclOsure in No. 228.

{The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-Gcneml Crawford.

(Translation.) ' -
Sir, ' Havana, December 7, 1859.

I RECEIVED your Honour’s communication of the 2nd instant, in which you give

me the intelligence you had received relative to the disembarkation of Bozal negroes on

the north coast of this island, which disembarkations are said to have been effected
previous to my having taken possession of this Government.

Your Honour is already aware by my'letter of the let, that as soon as I had infor— ’

mation of the acts denounced, in compliance with the instructions, and corresponding with
the wishes ofHer Majesty, to respect and to enforce respect for the international Treaties

which bind Spain and England on this point, I gave most positive orders to the navy
and officers dependent on this supreme Government to redouble their vigilance,- and

impede, at all hazards, the effecting of any disembarkation on the coasts of this island.

”Now, with the information afforded me by your Honour, and for which I am sincerely
obliged, I adopt the measures calculated for inquiring into the certainty of the acts which

have come within the knowledge of your Honour ; but as these acts,‘ even in case of their
being true and not exaggerated, are always difficult to prove in the tribunals which alone

are competent to punish the delinquents, I should be exceedingly thankful to your
Honour to furnish me all the documents and reliable proofs which you may posseSs in
relation to the matter, and very specially respecting the conuivance of ‘ certain function-
aries in the disembarkation in question,,so as to exact at once from the persons liable
the most speedy and strict gubernative responsibility, and take care that they be made
personally answerable for what they may have incurred. , ’

' I have, &c.
(Signed) FRO. SERRANO.’

 

No. 229.

ConsuLGeneml Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—-(Received January 14, 1860.)

(Extract) . . , _ ‘ Havana, December 21, 1859. .
I HAVE the honour of .acquainting your Lordship, that the Master of a vessel

which arrived yesterday in this port from Campeche, reports that he saw at anchor of
that place “a full—rigged ship, seemingly Americanbuilt, and. of about 700 tons measure:
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ment, which vessel, as well as a schooner then in'that port,both under Mexican colours,

as he understood, were about to sail for the Coast of Africa. fitted for the Slave Trade;

but that he was unable to learn their names.. , , ' .

' The Master also stated, that two other schooners had recently been fitted out and

sailed for the Coast of Africa. from Campeche, to be employed in the Slave Trade

(probably the American schooners “Maryland,” 288 tons, and “Red Eagle,” 249, that

. cleared 17th November ’for Laguna and Vera Cruz in ballast). .

-I have reason, however, to suspect. that the- ship seen off Gampeche, was either-

the‘ “Bordeos g 'chamo,” 446 tons, Captain Ugarte; or the “ Bordeos y Havana,” 440

tons, Captain Gortina, both Spanish, which cleared from this portfor Laguna on the

30th ultimo. ’ . t

Vessels of such burden going to a place like Laguna de Fermissos in Yucatan, where

they could not enter for the want of water, attracted my attention, and" gave rise to a

suspicion that they were about to proceed on a » slave-trading expedition, which is, most

probably, well founded, and it may be that those vessels will use indiscriminately Spanish

and Mexican colours. ‘ > ‘, . A V 1

It is said also that the American ship- “ Sunny South,” 700 tons, has been sold here,

and'is to be employed in the Slave Trade, and as it is certain that the crew which brought

her here, engaged by the run from New York, havebeen discharged here, and that the

American Master has left her, there can be little doubt as to her destination.

 

Nb.23e

Lord J.‘Russell to Consul—General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 31, '1860.

_ WITH reference to your despatch of the 27th Cf f' October, I transmit to

. you herewith a Copy of a de‘spatch from Mr. Buchanan, Her Majesty’s Minister at

Madrid,’ relative to the reasons alleged by the Spanish Government for the abolitiOn

of the system of cedulas in Cuba. - _, ‘* , ' '

' W - ‘ , Iam,'&c.'
' (Signed) J. RUSSELL. ‘

 

l§0.231.

Law] J. Russell to Consul— General Crehgford.

Foreign Oflice, January 31, 1860.

I.INCLOSE, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s

Commissidner at Loandaj' reporting the capture, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” of the-

American brig “ Taverm'er,” of New York, with 518 slaves, but Without colours or

papers.

Sn‘,

‘ . Iam, 8w.
(Signed) . J . RUSSELL.

 

, No. 232. ‘ _

Lord J; Russell to Cansul-General Crawford.

Sir, ' ' ' Fareign Ofiice, February 6, 1860.

I 'TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your informationge copy _of a letter from

Commodore Edmonstone,1 reporting the capture, by Her Majesty’s _Sl11p “ Arrogant,” of

the brigantine “El Rosarito,” fitted out for the Slave Trade, and S&lllflg ‘ under Mexican

colours, but without any papers of nationality.
"Iam,&c. l' _'

(Signed) J. RUSSELL. ‘ '

 

* a No. 170; 1 Class A, No. s4; 1 I'bid.No.A 153.
l .

'
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N0; 233.

Consul-G'eneral Crawford to Lord J. Russell:;———(Received February 22;) --

(Extract) , _ Havana, January 26, 1860.

THE‘ activity of the slave-tratiers; so far from beingjdiminished, it appears,- is-on. the:

increase here and elsewhere in the island; The brigantine “Triton,” tons, sailed=

yesterday, cleared for.NeW.'0rleans,. but is vbound,1it is said,‘ for the Coast .of Africa.

The “Iberia,” Spanish ship, is.- nearly ready to sail; also a; topsail. sehoonerL..

(Spanish) and two screw steamers, also Spanish property, ”but all these; vessels. Will-show 1‘

American colours. ' ‘

 

No.- 234; 7

Consul-Geneml Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February-28.)

(Extract) Havana, February 8, 1860..

A SPANISH barque, intended for the Slave Trade, slipped aWay' to sea two
nights since, and a full-rigged brig, formerly the “ Eagle"? of Baltimore, is about
ready, and will probably be missing out of the harbour to-morrow or next day.

The ship “ Sunny South” is also nearly ready; she has hoisted Spanish colours; and

there is another large clipper ship in port, Which it is suspected is also about to be fitted
out for slave-trading. ' ' ,

 

’, No. 235.

Lord J. Russell toConsul—GeneraerI-awford.

Sir, ' ‘ Foreign Ofice, March 1, .1860.

I INCLOSE for your information a copy of a letter from the Commander of Her.

Majesty’s ship “Triton” to the Secretary to the Admiralty,*’ reporting the capture of a

brig without colours or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and supposed to b

the “ Dos Hermanos,” which sailed from Cardenas on the 1st of May last.“ ,
' ' ' I am; 8:0: *

(Signed) , J. RUSSELL.

 

N0. 236.’

Lord J. Russell to Consul- General Crawford.

1 -Foreign Oflce, filarc/a 10,' 1860.

I TRANSMIT‘hereWith for ‘your information, ccpies of ,a‘ letter and: its inelosure
from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton” t0 the Secretary to the Admiraltyfi-

reporting the capture of the barque “ Pamphylia,” With upwards of 700 slaves on board,
and without papers or colours.

Sir,

I am, &c. .
(Signed) J'. RUSSELL;

 

No. 237. V

Consul,- General Crawfmd to Lord J. Russell.-——(Received March 31.)

(EXtrac’tJ ' Havana, February 24,» 1860.

' t 'I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch‘
dated the 3lst ultimo, in 'which,.With reference to mine of the 27th of October last, your'
I ordship transmits to me a copy of a de'spatch from Mr. Buchanan, Her Majesty’s
Minister 'atMadrid, relative to- the reasons alleged for the abolition of the system of
cedulas in‘ this island. , ' V ‘

The system of‘cedulas,» fully and-honestly Carried into operation, would necessarily
have been a complete registry of the slaves, and therefore a means, if the Government

* Class A, No. 155. 1‘ Ibid., No. 156.
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had such wish or intention, for putting an end' to the Slave Trade; since, had all the

slaves been at once furnished with cedulas,-there could have been no more issued, ‘

excepting t0 slave-born children, Whose'birth's ought also to have been authenticated by

the proof of registry before issuing their corresponding cednlas. Had that system been

fairly, fully, and honestly carried into operation; there would have’been no demand for

false cedulas, and none would have been fabricated, but the system was not enforced; the _'

greatestjn'nmber issued by this, Government was 374,000, probably less than twe-t-hir'ds

of the number of slaves in theisland. :That laxity gave room ' for Cednlas being con-

stantly wanted, not by the owners of slaves Who had neglected to take out that protection

"for their working hands, but by the'SIave-traders, "and as ’falsifiedrcedulas cost them less

than they 00111611116 obtained for their purposes from the Government Officers, it

is quite true that those documents were made and sent here in Considerable numbers. a

fact ' that must. haV-e beenvknovvn to the Government, .however,xlong beforethe cedulas

awereabolished. . - '

' The Government also must have known that,”inot only the falsified cednlas, but those

in which some of their own Officers had ' traded so ’ luc'ratively, hadavailed the traders

for the introduction of great numbersofslaves, nay.more,“it had been decided. by the

Royal Audiencia, that the seizure of' slaves, whose masters claimed them on falsified

cedulas, could not'be sustained, and‘theseized slaves were restored upon the principle

that “‘the masters obtained the falsified eedulas, believing them to have been genuine,”

by such decision showing the nselessness arid' iniquity of the"virhole system of cedulas.

 

Nb. ii238.. ' .

Oonsuthenemlr-‘Grawford to'Lord J.1Russellv.—(Received _March 31.) »

§My Lord, . ' . ; Havana, February‘25, 1860.

' I-HAVE the honour of“acknew1ettging ?the‘1receipt .of‘=-yonr =Lerdship’sdespateh

dated the‘315t‘of January, inelosingffer ':my*infermatien, a copy of {a despatch from

'-‘Mr.— Gabriel; ?Her Majesty’s Commisbioner atsiLoanda, “reporting the capture, by Her

EMajesty’s ship‘ “Viper” of the ?American‘bizig' “.Tavemi‘er,” of New York, with 518

éslaves ‘on‘beard, but 'Withont’colonrs or papers. Thei“1Tavemiei-”"was: fitted= out by parties

in- Cardenas, from-whiehport of< this‘i island'..eheasailed; {[‘he'vr'naster'z-andtrew, :er'at

least the supercargo and part of the crew,‘fwere landed’atfztheicoast Ief Africa,"after their

Vessel was 'captnreid,‘-where theyffennd: aeslaver’iinizasashert time, by “ Whiéh they took

passage,~and the supercargo, Who‘hasvretnrnedfby that apportunity tothisaisland, states,

that said slayer succeeded in a landingi'6001fBoza1sv-:at Guantanamo, about’ffive-Weeks ago,

without any interruption, Which- circumstance. Isishall‘net.‘ fail to repartand complain of

to his Excellency the Captain—General. 7 , . '
- ‘ , I have, &c.

(Signed) .108. T. CRAWFORD.

 

' No. 239.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to Lord-J. Russell.—(Received March 31.)

(Extract) . ‘ ' -“Havana,"March 3, 1860.

‘WlTH reference to the copies of my communications, addreSSed to the Captain-

General of' this island, dated 117th November and 2nd December last, which I did myself

the honour of laying before your Lordship, inelosures in my despatches of the 2lst

of November and of the 3rd of December, I have received an answer from General
Serrano, stating that the AlCalde-Mayor of Trinidad, to whom this Government
confided the investigation of the affair of the transhipment of the slaves which took

place at Cayo de doce Laguas on the 6th of November, and my complaint of “their

having been subsequently landed at Maceo Bay (which is close to Trinidad), and sold at
the estate called the Savanilla, had reported, that “ neither at the time mentioned by

me, nor previously, nor afterwards, had any'such landing been effected at that place.”
It was not likely that’the landing could be proved, for I have to state to your Lordship
that, perhaps, in the history of slave—tr-ading in the Island of Cuba, there has not been
a more glaring case of violation and corruption than that which took plaCe near

Trinidad, the subject of my complaint herein alluded to. '
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No: 240.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 31.)

My Lord, Havana, March 5, 1860.

I HAVE the honour Of laying before your Lordship .a copy of a letter Which I

addressed to- the Captain-General on the 25th ultimo, respeeting a cargo of 600 slaves

which the supercargo 0f the captured rslaver “ Tavernierfi? reported as having been

landed atGuantanamo from on board the vessel by which he took passage from the Coast

of Africa.
.

General Serrano has caused inquiry to be made at Cardenas for said supercargo,

but it appears that he is not to be found, and it has been reported in answer that he is

gone away. The probabilityis that he had notice of his being wanted, and is hidden

out of the way of the police, and I'presume that the inquiries at Santiago de Cuba as ,

to the slates Which were landed will be equally unsatisfactory. '

' , I have, 810. .
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 240.

Consul-General Crawford to the Captain- General of Cuba.

Howand, February 25, 1860.

IHAVE the honour of acquainting your Excellency that I have received official

intelligence of the capture, on the 4th of November last, a few miles ' north of

Ambrizette 011 the coast -of Africa, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” of the brig

“ Taverm‘er,” with‘518 slaves on board, but Without national colours, or papers.

The “ Taverm'er ” fitted out and sailed from Cardenas, under American colours, and

the crew and supercargo having been put on shore 'on the coast 'of Africa, after they

were captured in the “ Tavernier,”*soon afterwards found 'a. slaver-vessel, by which they

returned to Cuba, Which vesselianded 600 Bozal .negroes about a monthflor six weeks

ago at Guantanamo without any interruption from the authorities. , ,

. Your Excellency may be assured of the correctness (pf my infOrmation_ as it has

been obtained from the supercargo ofthe “ Tavernier,” who returned .on board the

. slaver that landed her cargo at Guatanamo, and 'who is now at Cardenas.

In the execution of my instructions, I. hasten to cemmunicate this information to

your Excellency.
.I have, &c. ,

(Signed) Y JOS. T. CRAWFORD}
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No. 241., . ,

Consul'Htmt to the Earl of Malm'esbury.—¥(Received April 24‘.)

(Extract.) ‘Puerto‘ Rico, March 28, 1859.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 12th ultimo, in Which I had the honour

to inform your Lordship that the barque “Majestic,” with about 850 negroes on board,

had been captured by the authorities 'at Humacao; I now beg to state, for the information

of your Lordship, that outof this number only 512 remained ultimately at the disposal

of the Government to be apprenticed as e‘mancipad'os, the rest having been stolen With the

connivance of' the Military Commandant of' the Department, and are now on various

estates at. the east end of the island, Where they have been made slaves. ' ‘ ,

The stolen negroes were the strongest and the healthiest; all the weak and the

sickly were left undisturbed in the possession of the authorities. , - , .

The Military Commandant of Humacao has been removed from his command, and

is now awaiting his trial by court—martial in Porto Rico. ; , I t

I addressed a note to General Cotoner on the 22nd ultimo, requesting that none of

the emancipados might be assigned to the estate-holders 0f the Department in which

the Africans had been landed, in order that, as it was known that numbers were

secreted there, it might be more easyto discover their whereabouts whenever a search

might be made; and this suggestion? was ultimately carried out.

Notwithstanding, therefore, that no emancipados have been assigned to that district

with whom the stolen Africans mightsotherwise be confounded, there is not an estate

there, with one or two exceptions, upon which some are not to be found. a ’

Finding that so much time had elapsed, and that five negroes only, in the possession

Of a planter named Paniagua, had, been captured by the police, and these only because

the assumed proprietor, who wastnoving them at night himself frOm one department to

another, refused to bribe the policeman .who made the capture, I addressed myself

officially to the Acting Governor (General Cotoner 'liimself' being absent upon an official"

tour), naminggseveral estates upon whichythese negroes were to be found, and calling

upon his‘Excelloncy to take steps to liberate them. Tothis General Medinilla replied

that my note should be forwarded to- General Cotoner for his decision, although he

was himself competent to act in a case‘where promptitude of action only could secure

the end in view. I have the honour to inclose to‘ your Lordship herewith a copy of

my note, together with a copy and translation of_ the» Acting Governor’s reply.

 

, , Inclosure‘l in No. 241.-

, Consul‘Hunt to GeneratMedinilla. '

, \ Puerto Rico, March 23, 1859.

THE Undersigned, &c;, has the» honour to call the serious attention of his Excellency

to the following facts, having reference to the negroe‘s recently disembarked at Humacao »
under the superintendence of the authorities at that place.

' The number, according to the statements of persons likely to be informed upon the

sulxlgeét, (lid Igot fall below 850, but of these only 494 have been actually retained in the

'LASS . ' ' ,
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custody of the Government, plus a further number ofI 18, which his Excellency General

Cotoner informed the Undersigned were still in Humacao, leaving, at the very lowest

calculation, 338 to be otherwise accounted for. -

These Bozals, who have been thus kidnapped into slavery after they had been in the

possession of the authorities, were the strongest and the hardiest who had most resisted

the effects of the voyage, while those who ultimately remamed at the disposal of the

Government were, from their youth and from the emaciated condition in which they had

arrived, unfit for immediate employment. '

In the department of Humacao, with two or three exceptions, every estate holder is

in possession of some of these negroes, and the Undersigned is informed'that the planters

are now stealing them from each other. On the estates in the department of Hayo_

mules, belonging to Messrs. Esquiaga. and. 00., Messrs. Elzuburn and 00., M. Machicate,

M. Vinas, and M. Vizcarrondohthere are numbers, varying respectively from ten to

twenty-five of these twice—stolen Africans. .

Up to this date, although the negroes have been so widely dispersed and moved into

various departments, only five have hitherto been seized by the police, and it is the

duty of the Undersigned to call upon his .EXCellency to take the necessary steps to secure

to these persons who are free by right the same advantages as are enjoyed by the

emancipados and. at the same time to enforce the law against the individuals in whose

possession it is notorious‘that they now are. ,

Whenever British subjects have been shipwrecked on the coast they have 'imme
diately been made prisoners, although treated with the greatest kindness and humanity,

and have only been given intovthe charge of British agents; in several cases after the

gcal authorities had received instructions to that etfect from his Excellency the Captain-

eneral. . . . ,

On a. recent occasion a British subject travelling from Manatz to the capital was

not permitted by the police to remain and work for a. few days at Viga Baja, but was
forced to leave that place at once aLndproce‘ed to town. » ‘

His Excellency will 'not‘fail to perceive that the vigilance of the loéal officers in these
cases forms a striking Contrast to the'apathy which has been displayed by them in all the
departments in which theSe negroes have been ferced into slavery at the very doors of the

authorities.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) ‘ LENN0N HUNT.
 

'Inclosure 2 in No. 241.

General Medin'illa to Consul Hunt.
(Translation)
Sir, , Puerto Rico, March 26, 1859.

I HAVE received. your Honour’s communicationof the 23rd instant relative to the
African negroes from the vessel which was stranded on the coast of Humacao, and under

this date I "communicate it to his Excellency the Captain—Greneral for the resolution which

 

he may please to adopt.
God preserve, 8w. (Signed) J. M. DE MEDINILLA.

No. 242.

The Earl of'Malmesbury to Consul Himt.

Sir, I Foreign Ofice, May 14, 1859.

I HAVE received your despaLtch of the 28th of March last, reporting the steps
taken by you on learning that a. large number of the uegroes, who were landed at
Humacao from the stranded slave-vessel “Majestic,” or “Majeste’,” had been kidnapped
and reduced to slavery with the connivance of the Spanish authorities; and I have to
acquaint you that I approve your proceedings in this matter,

I have at the same time to desire that you will continue to keep me informed of the
. steps that may be taken by the Spanish authorities in thisvcase. , '

'I am, &c.
(Signed) MALMESBURY.
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No. 243.

Consul Hunt to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 20.)

(Extract) Puerto Rico, April 18, 1858.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
ot' the 16th ultimo, directing me to furnish your Lordship with any information that I
might be able to procure respecting the parties engaged in the landing of Bozal negroes

' at Humacao, and in reply I beg to inform your Lordship, that everything relating to this
exnedition has been conducted with so much secrecy, that but little trustworthy evidence
has reached me hitherto upon this point. '

The expedition is said to have been successful in a pecuniary point of view; in spite
of the large proportion of negroes who remained in the charge of the Government to be
apprenticed as emancipados. ,

I have the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith'a copy and translation of the
reply of General Cotoner to‘ my note addressed to| the Acting—Governor, a copy of
which was inclosed in my despatch of the 28th ultimo. In this communication his
Excellency requests me to furnish him with legal proof of the facts brought forward by
me ; this, as your Lordship will perceive, is merely fencing with the question.

In my reply, a copy of which I also inclose herewith, I reminded General Cotoner
that the correctness of my statements was proved by the number of negroes remaining in
the hands of the authorities, compared with that actually disembarked at Humacao; that
the reports of the British and French Agents at that place entirely agreed, and were,
moreover, confirmed by an abundance of independent testimony. ' '

I also relied upon the circumstance, that these negroes. having fallen into the hands of
the authorities, became. free at once, and were in a difi‘erent legal position to that which
they would have occupied had they been obtainedyby the planters under the orclinary
conditions attending the introduction of a cargo of Africans. ‘

Shortly after the receipt of my note, the Captain of the port and the Alcahie of
Humacao were placed under arrest, and sent to the capital to take their trial for compli-
city in the disposal of the missing negroes.

On the return of General Cotoner to Puerto Rico from' his tour through the Depart»
meuts, I sOught an interview with him upon this subject, and endeavoured to induce him
to take measures to place the negroes reduced to slavery upon the same footing as the
emancipados. He replied, that he had, in fact exceeded his instructions by causing
certain estates to be searched, and he stated his intention of proceeding with the examina—
tion of estates where reasonable suspicion existed that negroes were concealed.

 

, Inclosure 1 in No. 243, .

General Cotoner to Consul Hunt.’

I (Translation) , . Ponce, lllarch 29, 1859.

THE Governor and Captain—General of the island has informed himself of' the
serious facts that your Honour makes known to his Excellency the Second in Command,
in a note of the 23rd instant, with reference to the negroes from the coast‘of Africa
disembarked in the jurisdiction of Humacao, and concerning Whom your Honour states
that the Government was only informed 6f 494, together With 18 others, so that as there
were 850, the number withdrawn and converted from emancipados in_to slaves amounts
to 338, who have-been, in the judgment of your Honour, distributed among various
planters w ose names are specified, and who have committed the double crime of stealing
these negr es from each other. , ,» ‘ , .

In ad ressing yourself to the supreme authority of the island, with the‘inforlnation
of occurr nces so criminal and so important, I do not doubt that your Honour will have
proceeded in virtue of equal proofs which evidence them, and which I hope to obtain
i’rom your kindness, in order to lay them before the cOmpetent tribunal in these matters,
In conformity with what has been done in the' case of the five negroes taken up to the
present time, and to whom your Honour refers in the note 'above cited, which serVice the
Government excuses itself in recommending to you, jealo'usas the most sensitive, for the
faithful fulfilment of the laws by the authorities which have deserved its confidence.

With respect to the complaint that incidentallyryou produce, in order ,to place in
evidence the conduct of some authorities on this occasion compared with that Observed
previously with British subjects, I reserve the reply until provided with details. I can
devote to it more time than I can at present dispose of on account of the journey in
which I am engaged at present. I have, 8m. .

' ‘ (Signed) v FERNANDO OOTONER.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 243.

Consul Hunt to General Cotoner.

Puerto Rico, April 2, 1859.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to ackiiowledge the ieceipt of the note of

his Excellency, 81.0., dated the 29th ultimo, requesting the Undemgneti to flirmsh proof

of the facts referred to in his» communication-of the 23rd nlt1mo,‘a-nd 1n reply he hesto

state that the information conveyed to his Ex‘cellency‘was derived from the ofhcml

reports of the British and French agents at Humec‘ao, , and‘eonfiifmeci by the statements

of private persons who had opportunities of acquiring a' knowledge of what took place

with reference to this matter., ' ‘ . . . _' ‘

All the reports which have reached the Undermgnedegreeas- tothe prommate

number of negroes landed, which has never been set down’at:1es‘s”th9.n 850, and the

same agreement prevailsyas to the estates upon which the 338 missmg negroes have been

distributed. 7 , ' . . _ . ' V .

The Undersigned begs to call the attention'of hls Exeellency to the fact that these

negroes, having been actually in the poseession of the _a11thorlt1es, whence they were

illegally removed, are in a legal position different to that m winch they wmild have been

placed had they proceeded to the various estates dlrect from the v‘eesel 111 which they

were imported without having fallen into the hands of the authorities. Once there,

they became free by right; and the Undersigned trusts that it may not be tennd to be

impracticable to place these Africans upon the same .footmg as the exnanmpados, not,

only in their interest, but with a view to the greatdlscomfagement which would thus

be given to renewed‘attempts to revive the Slave Trade in this Island. ,

 

The Undersigned, 8m. (Signed) LENNON HUNT.

'No. 244;

Consul Hunt to the Earl of Malmesbu-ry.——(Reeeived July 19.)

(Extract) ' ' Puertb Rico, June 26, 1359.

I HAVE received information to the effect that 76 0f the negroes recently intro—

duced here in the barque “ Majestic” were shipped on beard ‘Of the Spanish schooner

“ Terrible” at the port of Humacao, on the 27th,u1tinio, and that the ves’sel ostensibly

cleared for St. Thomas, but that she has actually proceeded to Cuba.

I immediately conveyed this intelligence to General Ootoner, and a stea1n~vessel,

bound for Havana, being about to sail from this port, I addressed the British Acting

Consul-General there on the subject. , -

General Cotoner appointed a Comihis'sion‘to inquire into the circumstances attending

the departure of the “ Terrible’? from Humaeao, but. the $teps taken by the Commis-

sioners upon these occasions are exclusively governed by thedesire to exonerate: those

persons obviously implicated in the infraction of the law. ‘

‘ The fact of the “Terrible ” not having proceeded to the ostensible port of destina-

tion, distant only sixty miles, would necessarily be conclusive as to the illegal character

of the voyage in Which she was engaged ; I therefore requested Her Majesty’s Consul

at St. Thomas to be good enough to inform meiwhether she had arrived there. I
inclose a copy of his reply, stating that the “ Terrible” had. not been‘ there for some

months past. u , ' . , ,, , .

I sent to General Cotoner a copy of Mr. Lamb’s despatch, and now beg to inciose,
for the information (if your Lordship, copies and translations of General Cotoner’s replies,
simply acknowledging the receipt of my communications on the matter.

I waited upon General CotOner yesterday,and, in the course of my conversation
with him, expressed my apprehension that the facility With which this operation had been
eirried out in the presence of the local agthorities, would operate asv’an incentive to
renewed attempts to revive this Traffic in the island. His Excellency replied, that he
should continue to exert his authority to the utmost in order to bring the guilty parties
to justice, and I believe that full credit must be given to him fora, sincere desire to
prevent infractions of the lawv'in this respect, atthe same time, the action of the chief
authority is so apathetic, that the inferior officers do. not. hesitate‘to betray their trust
whenever the opportunity is presented. V . . a , .

The cmharketion of 76 negroes, at a point in a thickly populated district, is
a very significant fact, occurring as it- does in a country where no foreigner of any class
,can move ten yards without being brought face to face with the authorities.
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Inclosurenl in No. 244.

‘ Consul Hunt to GeneralfC'oztoner.

Puerto Rico, May 31, 1859.

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, has the honour to‘state to his

Excellency the Governor and Captain—Geneml of this island, that ,he has received

infermation upon good authority that the Spanish schooner “ Terrible,” was despatched

from the port of‘Hu‘macao ostensibly in ballast for the Island of St. Thomas on the 27th

instant, and that she took on board at Humaca, '76 of the Africans, recently landed there

from the barque “ Majestic.” . ,

These 76 negroes are stated to have proceeded from the eStates of Messrs. Ramon

Pom, José Maria Rios, — Guzman, and José Miguel. It .is also affirmed that a person

named Salvador Cordova, who took out his passport at Humacao for the United States

is implicated in this busineSs, and that he has proceeded to Cuba in order to sell these

 

negroes.
,

The Undersigned, &c. V ' (Signed) LENNON HUNT.

, Inclosure 2 in No. 244.

Consul'Lamb to; Consul Hunt.

Sir, ' ‘ St. Thomas, June17, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 13th

instant, and in reply tostat'e, that I find, on application to the Custom-house of this

island, that the Spanish schooner “ Terrible" arrived here on the 28th February last

from Humacao, and left on the 5th March for Naguabo, with dry goods, since which

time she has not returned here. u .

 

I have, &c. .
(Signed) , R. B. LAMB.

Inclosure 3 in No. 244.

General Cotoner to Consul Hunt.
(Translation)
Sir, ‘ Puerto Rico, June 1, 1859.

I AM informed by your Highness’s communication of yesterday’s date of the
departure from Cuba of 76 African negroes, forming part of those landed at Humacao,
conducted from said port by the schooner “ Terrible,” - cleared in ballast for St. Thomas
on the 27th of May; as alsoxof the complicity which may have in it a certain Salvador
Co'rdova, Who preceeds to Cuba in charge of the said negroes with a passport for the

United States; « ' . ‘ ‘ . . .

, , . I renew, &c. .
(Signed) ‘ FERNANDO COTONER.

 

‘IncloSure 4 in No. 244.

, General Ooto'her to Consul Hunt.
(Translation) , ' . _ y .

Sir, V V ‘ Puerto Rico, June ‘25, 1859.

' BY your‘ Highness’s note of the 21st instant I have received the despatch from the
Consul at St. Thomas, which your Highness is pleased to transmit to me, and which
Inferms me that on that'datetth‘e schooner “ Terrible” had not arrived at St. Thomas,
whlch I apprise you of in reply to your above-mentioned comm‘unicatiom

I have, &c.
(Signed) FERNANDO COTONER.
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No. 245.

Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell.—(Receiued August 31.)

My Lord,
Puerto Rico, August 10, 1859.

IN my despatch of the 26th of June last I had'the honour to report to the

Earl of Malmesbury the steps which I took- on learning that 76 of the negroes

landed at Humacao from the barque “ Majestic” had been embarked on board ofthe

Spanish schooner “ Terrible" for conveyance to Cuba, with the object of selling them

into slavery.
.

General Cotoner, finding that the information recelved from me was confirmed by

the non-arrival of the “ Terrible ” at St. Thomas, the ostensible port of destination, caused

the persons indicated in my note as the promoters of the scheme to be apprehended,

and proceedings to be taken against them for the alleged ofi'eince.

This step on the part of the chief authority has caused a considerable sensation here,

as the principal individual concerned, Don Ramon Pon, is a man of some note in the

island. He was at first permitted to remain at large within. the walls of the city, under

the surveillance of the police, on the authority of a medical certificate; but he is now

confined in the Fort, together with Salvador Cordova, Juan Carmona, Pedro Rios,‘and

Casimiro Perez, who are assumed to be his accomplices in the transaction.

The suit instituted against these persons, be its result what it may, is a great blow

to the designs of the slave—traders here. It is a check applied in the proper quarter, and

cannot fail to have the" effect of completely discouraging the project which appears to

have been entertained, of reviving the Slave Trade in Puerto Rico.

There are many men here who would not object to embark their money in these

enterprises, but who would hesitate to engage in schemes Which might have the eifect, if

unsuccessful, of endangering their personal liberty. , ,

I have constantly endeavoured to impress upon General Cotoner the necessity of

reaching the promoters and principal agents of these schemes rather than the subor-

dinates, who, whatever may be the degree of their guilt, are certainly less culpable than

their principals, and the promptitude with which his Excellency has acted upon this

occasion must be regarded as a. proof of the sincerity of the profession which he has as

constantly made of his desire to prevent a renewal of this Traffic within the limits of

his Government.
I have, &c.

(Signed) LENNON HUNT.

 

No. 246.

Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received August 31.)

My Lord, Puerto Rico, August 11, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of your Lordship, that the Master

of the Spanish schooner “ Terrible ” succeeded in making his way to Cuba, and there

disposing of his living freight. I have hitherto been unable to learn the precise place at

which these negroes were disembarked, and no intelligence upon this point appears to

have reached the British Acting Consul-General in Havana, with whom I have been in

correspondence on the subject. ' .

I have, however, the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that the “ Terrible,” having

been brought back to this island, was seized at Guanicé, a small port for coasting—vessels

on the southern coast, and the whole of the crew were made prisoners and committed

for trial. The declarations of the crew served still further to imphCate the promoters of

tihe schime, who are also in close confinement, as I stated to your Lordship in a previous

espatc .
The Master of “ Terrible,” it is reported, remained in Cuba; I have not obtained any

positive information on this point yet. It is a curious circumstance, attending the

proceedings of the authorities, that the Mastiers and Supercargoes of slavewessels usually

contrive to escape. ,
I have, 8m. '

(Signed) LENNON HUNT.
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. No 247.

Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell.¥(Received August 31.)

My Lord, I Puerto Rico, August 13, 1859.

I HAVE, from time to time, in my communications to General Gotoner, indicated

to his Excellency the names of the owners of those estates upon which the negroes are

secreted that were landed from “ Majestic,” and were seized by the authorities at

Humacao, out of Whose possession they were kidnapped by their present holders.

Although a search was at first instituted in a part of the countryr where there were-

few or none of the missing negroes, the principal ofl'enders pointed out by me have not

been molested hitherto in the po’ssession of these slaves. , . ‘

The Government afi'ects to consider that it is relieved from all further necessity of

endeavouring to restore these negroes to comparative liberty, and of placing them upon

the same footing as the emancipados by the the terms of the IXth Article of the Royal

Order of the 2nd of March, 1845, which provides that no planter is to be molested in the

possession of his negroes' by any question that may he raised as to the' manner in which

he obtained them. , ‘ ‘ l, '

The negroes in question, however, having been actually in the charge of the authori—

ties, became free from that fact alone ; the'actual possessors are known, and one planter

at Humacao, named Linzanares, works some of them openly, and, even ostentatiously.

These negroes are as distinct from the negroes of the island as if they had fallen from

another sphere, so that no dOubt whatever can eXist as to the facility With which they

might be identified. I have, therefore, the honour tosubmit whether, in the opinion of

your Lordship, I have done everything [that is practicable, under the circumstances, to

obtain their restoration to comparative liberty, or if I should be justified in again calling

upon the Government to procure their emancipation, which, if effected, would probably

set the question of the revival of the Slave Trade here permanently at rest.
, I have, 8w.

(Signed) LENNON HUNT.

 

No. 248.

Consul Hunt to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 19, 1860.)

My Lord, Puerto Rico, December 23, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that thirty individuals of the crews of

the slave—ships “ Majestic” and “ Terrible ” have been condemned, under a sentence of

the Supreme Court, to penal servitude for four years in the chain-gang" employed at the

Arsenal here, and that this punishment has already commenced to take effect.

The suit is still pending that was instituted against the promoters of the expedition

in which the “ Terrible ” was engaged, and which formed the subject of my despatch

of the 10th of August last, These persons, namely, Ramon Pon, Salvador Cordova,

Juan Carmona, Pedro Rios, and Casimiro Perez, after having been imprisoned for

some time, were liberated, on giving security to the amount of 10,000 dollars 'in each

case that they will be forthcoming whenever the sentenCe of the Court maybe promul-s

gated. .
' , I have, 8m. , ' , .
(Signed) . LENNON HUNT. ,
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No. 249.

Consul Murray to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(R¢ceived July 11.)

My Lord, ‘ Tenerifi'e, June 20, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies, together with their translations,

of a correspondence which has passed between this Consulate end his Excellency'the

Acting Captain—General of the Canary Islan'ds, upon theeulgeet of the suspcmus .

proceedingsat Grand Canary of a Spamsh bug called “Deltozas,” whlch vessel It had

been reported to me wasfitting out for Slave Trade purposes at the port of La Luz,~_in
that island..,

It appears from his .Excellency’s reply, that he had obtaihed sileilar information as

myself, and that the Captain—Superinteudent 0f Mantle 9f 1}].le prownce was about to

proceed to Grand Canary, to investigate the affam' In person. The “ Delieias,”

however, has come to this port, probably with the View of endeavouring to dissipate the

suspicions that have attached to her proceedmgs at Grand Canary.

As I consider, notwithstanding this plausible lprocedure, that the “ Delicias“ will

not ultimately relinquish her imputed object, I sha 1 communicate these facts for the

information of theoflicerseommanding the several divisions of Her-Majesty’s ,squadmn
on the West Coast of Africa. I have,.&c‘. _ - y , V ‘

_ , (Signed) HENRY JOHN MURRAY.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 249.

Consul Murray to the Acting; Captain-General of titefCanary Islands.

(Translation) Santa 0mg, Tenerifi‘e, June 11-, 1859.

INFORMATION has just been received at this Consulate, that the Spanish brig
“Delieius,” Ber’ris, master, Under the pretext of repairs at the port of La Luz, in the
neighbouringisland of Grand Canary”, has constructed a. slevedeck, and every requisite
equipment for a voyage ‘tbthe Go‘ast of Africa to engage in the Slave'Tl‘ade, and is
on the point if éepartu‘re.

‘ I have the honour to immediately communicate this information to your ’Exceflepcy,
so that, in the eVent of this accusation 'heing Well founded, you may be pleased: to
adopt, in reference thereto, such ‘measures as ’the case demands, and which your
Excellency may deem expedient. _ , , ' , V ‘

God preSefir’e, 86c. , I (Signed) HENRY JOHN‘ MURRAY;
 

Inclosure 2 in No. .249. . ,

y The Actihy CaptaiatsGenev‘al‘of the, Canary Islaflds’ito th‘szili'MuWag/V.

(Tmfifletiom) ' - ” Sama-(kufi, Tenefife, June H, 1859." ‘

¢_PBEV10US::to-youn communication of. this (fate, the 'Oaptain Superintendent of
Meghe. of"1.311659 Islandis‘a informedflne; yesterday‘of having'i'received Confidential infer»
mahoga, whleh mdueefllsome ‘suspicionrespectingi the equipment of‘ the brig “Delicitts ”’
at Granfi Qanary, in' consequence of which he was prepm‘ing‘i to set out to-da'y'in“
the “vaana,” under the pretext of proceeding to the Island of Palma, in order to
ascertam Qawwally the factsef the case, and take such steps as may be" necessary.

NotWIthstandmg this, I have transmitted to him a copy of your communication,
anti _I beg to thank you for your interest regarding a. service Which is so strictly
enjomed by the Government of Her Majesty my Sovereign Lady the Queen.

God preserve 8m. , t A
(Signed) ‘ JOAQUIN RAVENET.
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NEE 2'50,

Consul-Genefdl Herman ‘to' Lord 1.7; 'Ritsséllsé—(Reeeived December 30.)

My Lord, ' . ' Tripoli; Deeember 7, 11859.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that’some eighteen or twenty months

ago, a Tunisian, named Sheik Omar 'el" Shenaun-y, arrived at ‘Ghadames from Tunis. 'with

the avowed object of proeeeding to the interior for” the purcha’se'ef slaves: j ' ‘ '

Although warned by the authorities that the Slave'Trad’e‘ was’abelished, he never-

theless persisted in his design, and 'sdme time afterrretfimed to Ghadames with twenty-fo‘uii

slaves. , , _ , .

013 this flagrant audacity being reported to the late GoVernor-VGenex-al, Osman Pasha;

he immediately transmitted orders to send‘ doWn Omar e1 Shenauny to Tripoli under cloSe

arrest, and to ma‘numit the slaves. On the line of maTCh,"howeVer, the Turkish escort”

was attacked and overpowered by a party of E1 Shenauny’s friends, and himself rescued.

Notwithstanding this, some two months ago this man returned from Tunis to Tripoli,

and established his‘ quarters at the residence of the Tunisian Censular Agent. After a

short sojourn, he left clandestinely for Ghadames; and on arrival there, through the

culpable connivancc of the local authorities—edespite the energetic remonstrances of Her

Majesty’s Vice-Consul, Mr. Freeman—he'was permitted to leave the town with eighteen of

the original party of slaves, and to move upon the Tunisian frontier.

On my reporting this afi‘air to the Governor-General, he first dispatched we detachment

of Cavalry to intercept the fugitives ; secondly; reported the matter to his agent at Tunis;

and, thirdly, sent orders to send down under arrest to Tripoli, three or .four individuals

denounced by'Mr. Freeman for their complicity'in E1 Shenaflny’s ,operation.» On their

arrival here, they were for some time (confined in the public prison. and Would have been

made a further example of but for the iqterces'sion of MF-' Freeman. The Mudir of

Ghadames Will be superseded, and the Medjlis entirely reorganized. \And, lastly, I yesterday

' received a. deSPatch from Hex: Majesty’s Agent and Consul-Gen‘eral at Tunis,;to whom I

also wrote on the subject, reporting that, uponhis representation, His Highness the Bey

of Tunis had caused El Shenauny to be arrested, and had manumitted the eighteen

negresses. \ ‘ ,

Throughout this affair, the conduct- of his Excellency the Governor-General has been

marked by energetic promptness and extreme good faith; but so enormous are now the

profits realized by. the slave-dealers, that, independent. of :other causes, no measure of

example or of punishment Will, I fear, fora length of time to come, arrest the Traflic‘in,

Slaves. Only last night, I received a despatch from Her Majesty’s Vice-C’onsul at

Mourzouk, reporting that a caravan of 150 sieves had left Ghat for the district'of Bengasi

or Egypt. The last-named country I deem. to be the most probable direction of their march;

where an extended ‘line of. frontier renders the Contraband introduction of slaves an

operation of perfect impunity. ' .
' . ' I have, &0«

(Signed) G. F. HERMAN.

 

C-LA s5 B,
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No. 251.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Sir H. Bwlwer.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofice, April 18,- 1859.1
I TRANSMIT to your Excellency, herewith, a copy of a letter from Brigadier

Coghlan, the Political Agent at Aden, which has been communicated to , me by the
Secretary of State for India, relative to the encouragement of the Slave Trade by the
Turkish authorities at several of the ports in the Red Sea ; and With reference to my
despatch of the 30th of November last, I» have to request that your Excellency will
inform me what steps yOu took in execution of the instructions contained in that despatch,
and whether you have received any reply to the representation which I instructed your
Excellency to make to the Turkish Government, demanding the dismissal of the Governor
of Massowah, on account of the threats held out by him to the British Vice-Consul at that
place. ' ‘

I am, &c.
(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

No. 252.-

7 Sir H. Bulwer to the Earl of Malmesbury.———(R¢ceived July 6.)

My Lord, Constantinople, June .23, 1859.
, WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 18th of April ,last, I have
the honour to inclqse, herewith, a. translation of a Vizirial letter; directing the Pasha of
Jeddah to use his best exertions to put a. stop to the Slave Trade in the Red Sea.’ The
original of that letter has been transmitted by me to Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Jeddah
for delivery to the Pasha; ' ‘

I’have, &c. _
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER.

 

Inclosure in No. 252.

Vizirz'al Letter to the Governor of Jeddah.
(Translation) -

SOME reports have been received to the effect that the Slave Trade has- just now
been revived at MassowahL , ' '

As your Excellency is well aware, the importation of slaves into the ”Ottoman
dominions from Nigritia. and Abyssinia, and their Traffic, has been forbidden. It' is there-
fore neeessary to persist in the execution of the orders contained in the firmans and
Instructions senteverywhere on this subject some time ago. Massowah being the outport
for slaves brought from the interior, your Excellency is requested to issue stringent orders
to the functionaries of the Ottoman Government in those parts, bidding them to adopt the
Eficesfsary measures for preventing the importation of slaves thereto, and their exportation

ere rom.
June 21, 1859. ' (Signed) MpHEMED EMIN AALI.
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No. 253.

Lord]. Russell Ito eir H. Balm.
Sir, , ; ‘ Foreign Oflice, July 23, 1859.

. I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch of the 23rd ultimo, addressed to
the Earl of Malmesbury, inclosing a translation of a Vizirial letter addressed ‘by the

Turkish Government to the Pasha of Jeddah, instructing him to use his best exertions to

put a stop to the Slave Trade in the. Red' Séa ; "and I have to acquaint your Excellency

that I approve of- your having transmitted the original of that letter to the British Vice-

Consul at Jeddah for delivery to the Pasha. . , " , . ‘
' I have, hoWever, to remind your Excellency that no report has yet been received

from you of the steps which you may have taken in execution of the instructions contained

in ‘Lord' Malm‘esbur'y’s de'spatches of the 30th of November, 1858, and of- the 18th

of April last,.by which you were directed to demand the dismissal of the Governor of
Massowah, on account of the threats held out by. him to the British Vice-Consul at that

P However strong maybe the Mussulman feeling in some of the Turkish provinces in
favour of the Slave Trade, the threat of a Turkish Governor to repeat the horrors of
Jeddah, and to join in the massacre of . Christians, because a. British officer used .his best
exertions to put a stop to the sale of slaves, is 'a . matter of too great . importance to 'be
allowed to pass with impunity.- ‘ ‘ ' . . '

I have accordingly to desire that your Excellency will explain to me what steps you

havetaken to procure the dismissal of the Governor of Massowah, and that you will
, transmit to me copies of any communications on the subject which may have passed
between you and the Turkish Government; and if the Governor should not yet have been

removed from his post, your Excellencywill' lose no time in repeating the demand for his
dismissal. ' ‘ t

I am, &c. , .
(Signed) ‘ MALMESBURY.

 

No. 254.

Sir H. Bulwer to' Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 28.)

My Lord, . , rTh‘erapi'a, August 16, 1859.
WITH reference to your Imrdsh‘ip’s despatch relative to thedismissal of the Kaimakam

of Massowah, I have the honour to state that the cOntents of.Lord Malmesbury’s despatches
alluded to by your Lordship were communicated by me tothePorte, a modevof dealing
with it which I have‘generally found! most eifectual, and, Whilst I obtaineda Vizin'al letter ,

giving rigid and renewed instructions relative to the suppressiongof the Slave Trade at

Massowah, I understood that the conduct of the Kaimakam at that place would be properly
inquired into, and that, unless he cOuld satisfactorily clear himself of the charges brought
against him, he Would be dismissed. , . . ‘ - > , , » ‘

As far as I can learn, it would appear that the Kaimakam’s version of 'the remarks
made by him is somewhat different from that given byHer Majesty’s Consular Agent,
inasmuch as he appears to say, that all' he desired to convey to that Agent 'was the
necessity of a certain degree of caution in his proceedings; since a revolt might otherwise
suddenly he provoked which he would not be able to repress, But it does not, on' the
whole, seem to me that theinquiries that have been madejclear up the matter, or that the
Kilimakam in question has been duly dealtwithzg nor am I entirely satisfied with the draft
of an instruction which Fuad Pashaproposed to have now addressed to theK-Pasha; at
Jeddah 'on thesubjeet’, since. in ordering the strictest examination into the conduct of the
functionary against whom an accusation is brought, he does not state that the accused
party shall be at once remOVed or suspended, but that a report should be made here, giving
.the result of the examination. I have thought it desirable, therefore, to, insist peremptorily
on the removal of the Kaimakam in the 5 first instance, who Should be summoned to
Constantinople; there ‘to account for, his conductg'siuce this will be the best means of
etriking terror into pers'ons' similarly situated, by removing them from the sphere of those
influences by which they are now affected, and by which they imagine that their conduct
will be protected. ’ I ‘ '

_ I have, 8w.
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER.
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N0; 255.

Sir H. Bulwer to 1401011.]. Russellg—(Rec’eived September 2.)

My Lord, ' a y , Therapia, Auguet 245, 1859.

THE Porte consents to summou' at” once theiKair‘uakamofMassowahto Constantinople

to explain and answer for‘his conduet; _~ . . .. . . '

In agreeing, liOWever; 150% my propdsalytheOttoman'Mlm‘sters have requested Vme‘vto

place upon 1'ecord_‘that this Acomp‘lianee‘on' the part of the‘Porte ‘lS 'vn'Otvto serve-as‘a

precedent in future, beCause We ourselves should‘vnetyapproive 6f the 301258 coorlemning‘or

dismissing its functionaries without first hearing what tlhiy hay; to’stat‘e In'thelr d_efenc’e.
: ave, c.

(Signedi) HENRY L‘. BULWER. ‘

 

No: 256. '

Sir H. Bulw’er mLord J. Rwsge-l~l.—(Receiv‘e'd"th’émbé‘r 19:)

My Lorn. , 1 D‘rib‘dzj‘metléé‘, Noeemberee, 1859.

HAVING been informed by Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Saloniea that‘a ‘patty‘of

negroes and negresses had arrived at that port in the Ottoman steamer ““Btiroiit'e‘ssTecco ”

from Tripoli, andch'at. .sflspicious wereentertained of their being furnished Vw1th forged

papers of manumission, Itook the opportunity of calling upon the- Porte to repeat its

orders in peremptory terms, and to put- a stop, «mice for all, to ‘this infamous Traffic.

Translations of the Vizirial letters which, at my request, have been forwarded to the

Governors of Tripoli and Salomca-Tespeetively, a‘re inelaSed herewith for your Lords'hip’s

information.
I have, 810.

(Signed) ' :HENRYe-IDZ’===But-EVVER.

Tnclosui‘e l in NAG} 2:56.

Vififidt’ili‘c’fiei: ?tb‘atiia Gazzzn-flev-L?Gt7ierat of‘Triflh‘l’E initiéWeé’t. ‘
(I’ranslatioug) _ ,.

' IT 11as"'been":’h’e€ir&‘ theistafjjarty'of.‘ 11‘6ng l?Iaves- h’avela’tety‘reaefiédi S&Tbfiiea-fi‘orn

Tripoli by the steamer ‘f Baroness Tecco,’_’ under the Ottoman flag. V

The‘eonveyzuiceiofl‘ahd Traflic in Negro Slaves having, as I need not tell you, been

positively ’forhiddén, by Hisi*Mafe‘sty’s order, in His Majesty’s dominions, nothing will he

allottel to take place 1n Violation of this order, and when such things do occur, the provi-

sions of the prohibition are immediately enforced. But the complete enforcement and

maintenance of this order can only be attained by putting a stop to this illicit Traffic at its

very source, that is, by adopting effectual measures for preventing the exportation of a

single negro slave, male or female, from those parts. 1

You Will, With your usual sagacity and knowledge, renew and enforce afresh the

provisions. of the above prohibition in the places placed under your jurisdiction, and adopt

some permanent mode foru'preventingyinsfuture; the transport and exportation of such

negro slaves, and you will put it in practice. . ., , -
_ But it is moreover reported, that these negroes are carried away and made to pass as

free persons. It would not be becoming to prevent the circulation, in the interior of His

Majesty's province, of '_persons of free condition, so that, if they are really free, nothing

can be said to them ; but as it is probable that these persons may, in the first instance, be
designated as free, and then sold as slaves tothis person and to .that person, it will he

necessary‘to be constantly on the look-out to asaertain Whether such negroes as are about

to be sent away fi'om theze are free or not. You will, therefore, establish it as a rule,.-and,

in fact, as the sole method of puttinga stop to this evil, that an inquiry is to be instituted
and proof to be adduced before the Mehkeme and Medjlis as to the freedom of every

negro or negress to be carried awayfrom thence, and the “ teskeré ”.to be given them is

to be filled on accordingly; ’ . .
Octolm 19, 1859.
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Inclosure 2 in' No. 256.

Vizirial Letter to the Pasha of- Salom'ca.

(Translationo
.IT has been heard that a party of negro slaves has recently come from Tripolito

Salonica by the steamer “Baroness Tecc‘o,” under'Ottoman colours. The transport of,

and trade in, negro slaves being, as I need -not tell 'you, positively forbidden in His

Majesty’s dominions, nothing Wifl ’be alloWed ‘to take place in defiance of this prohibition ;

and when such acts do occur, the provisionsiof the prohibition will be immediately enforced.

But, nevertheless,:the most effectual mode of enforcing this measure is. the prevention of

this illicit traffic at its very source ;, that is, the adoption of" measures for: preventing the

exportation from Tripoli of 3a single negro, male or female. I

You will, therefore, with your acknowledged sagacity and discernment, institute a

minute inquiry as“ to where the slaves conveyed by that steamer haxie come from, and in

what capacity they we‘re thus conveyed; ’ ' Should they haire been really brought thither as

slaves, and for the purposes of sale, you will‘ proclaim their liberty and see that they are '

allowed to use it, afi'ording them the necessary assistance for (suitable) quarters. .

It is moreover reported “that these. slaves are, free: personsin reality. Even if this

report is correct, it is still necessary to practise towards them the rites of humanity ;’, so

thatyeven if free, you will provide for their comfort, as far as possible, at the hands .of

GOVernmenh ' ‘ ’ ' i '

October 19,- 1859.

 

No. 257.. .

LordJ. Russell to Sir H- Buzwer.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofiice, November 26, 1859.

WITH reference t0 your Excellency’s despatch of the '9th instant, I have to

acquaint your Excellency, that I approve of your having called upon the Porte torepeat,

in peremptory terms, the orders which'have‘ been for "some time past in force,‘ prohibiting

the Trafiic in Negro Slaves from thetWflSdn Tripoli.

I have, however, to observe,vthat if, as appears to be the case, this Traflie still

continues, it eXistsFi-ather’ fmmthe” omission, f. theTui-kish Government 310 punish the

offending parties than from the want of stringent orders for its repression; angli Izheye to

instr.uct,:’yjou11.-; meelleney Tito take; anopportunity of “pointing this outmtorthex'I‘eurkish

Government. ‘ ‘ ' ‘ ' ’ ' ’ , - V. ‘-
. I.-am.~&c-g -

(Signed) ’ J. t RUSSELL.
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No. 258.

Consul—Geneml Colquhdun to Lord J. Russell.—-(Rece,£ved January 13.)

My Lord, Cairo; January 3, 1860.

IN Consequence, of a despatch received a few days ago from Her Majesty’s Consul-

General at Tripoli,» I have addressed the note, of which copyis inclosed, to his Excellency

Cherif Pasha, our Foreign Minister, requiring the Viceroy’s Government to take energetic

measures to prevent the entrance into Egypt of . the caravan of slaves alluded to in Major

Herman’s despatch.
1 have, &c.

(Signed) ' ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN.

 

Inclosure in No. 258.

CoMLGmeral Colquhoun to Chmf Pasha.

M. 1e Ministre, ' ‘ Le Gain, 18 2 Janvier, 1860.

JE erois de mon devoir de porter $119. connaissance (In GouVernement de Son Altesse

le Vioeroi, que je viens. de recevoir une dépéche de l’Agent et Consul-Général de 83.

Majesté 2‘1 Tripoli, m’annonqant qu’une caravane conduisant 150 esclaves est partie de

Ghet, sa destination e’tant ou le districte de Bengazi ou I’Egypte; ' On a~lieu a croire . que
c’est pour ce demief,‘ ear sa' ligne étendue de frontiere rend trés facile 1e passage en

Egypte, par contrebande, d’es esclaves. ' ' t _ ' , I

Le Gouverneur-Général de Tripoli a pris des mesures énergiques en envoyant un fort

détachement de Cavalerie pour couper la marche a cette caravane, et j’espére que le

Gouvernement éclairé (I6 8011 Altesse ne Vmanquera pas de son cbté de faire tout son

possible pout seconder les efforts du , Gouvernement de Tripoli, et faire avorter un attentat

de renouveller l’odieux trafic en» chaire humaineQ
Je prie, &c.

(Signé) ROBERT G; COLQUHOUN.

. (Translation)

M. 1e Ministre, Cairo, Jauuary 2, 1860.
I THINK it my duty to make known to the Government of His Highness the

Viceroy that I have just received, a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent ‘ and Consul-

General at Tripoli, announcing to me} that a caravan conducting 150 slaves has left Ghat,
its destination being either the district of Bengazi or Egypt. There is reason to belieVe
that the latter was its destination. for its extended line of frontier offers great facilities for
the contraband introduction of slaves into Egypt. ‘

The Governor-General of Tripoli has taken energetic measures to cut off this caravan
by sehdmg a strong detachment of Cavalry, and I hope that the enlightened Government
of HIS Highness Will not fail, on their side, to do their utmost to second the efforts of the

Government of Tripoli, and to render abortive an attempt to renew the odious Traffic in
human flesh. ‘

I have, &c. ’ '
(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN.
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No. 259.

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Oolquhoun.

Sir, . Foreign Ofiice, January 14, 1860.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 3rd instant, inclosing a copy of a note

addressed by you to Cherif Pasha on learning from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in

Tripoli, that a caravan of slaves was expected to enter the Egyptian territory from the

neighbourhood of Ghat, and I'h‘ave to acquaint you that‘I apfirove the note addressed by

you to the Egyptian Minister on this subject; ‘
I-am, r&c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 260.

Consul-General Colquhoun to Low?! J. Russell.—(Receiwed January 21.)

My Lord, 0 , V ' Cairo, January 9’, 1860.

REFERRING to my . despatch of the 3rd instant, I have the honour to inclose
for the information of 'Her Majesty’s Government the reply ofhis 'Excelleney Cherif Pasha,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the subjeCt of the‘caravan of slaves Which'it was surmised

might possibly be directed on the Egyptian frentier. ‘ ‘
‘ . I have, &c. ,
(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUI-IOUN.

 

Inclosure in No. 260. ,

Chemf Pasha to Cahsul-Geneml .Colquhoun. ‘

M. l’Agent et Consul-Général, Le Cain, le 7 Janm'er, 1860.
EN réponse a la dépéche que vous- m’avez adressée 1e 2 courant, relativement a

une caravane d’esclaves qui serait partie de Ghat pour Bengazi ou l’Egypte, jfai l’honneur
de vous informer que je me 'suis empressé d’écrire‘ 5. son Excellence 1e Ministre de
l’Intérieur, en l’invitant h transmettre h qui de droit, les ordres nécessaires, afin d’exercer
une surveillance active, et au besoin une repression severe, é, l’égard de toute Violation que
pourrait tenter cette caravane contre. 1es:reg1ements applicables 51' l’Egypte.

' ' , Veuillez, 820.
Lee Ministre des Afi'airesv Etrangeres,

(Signed) CHERIF PACHA.

(Translation)

' , Cairo, January 7, 1860.
IN replyto the despatch which ydu addressed to me on the 2nd instant, respecting a

caravan of slaves supposed to have left Ghat for Bengazi or Egypt, I have the honour to
inform you that I hastened to write to his Excellency the Minister of the Interior, inviting

him to issue to the proper parties the orders necessary. in order to keep an active watch,
and, if necessary, to. take severe repressive measures in regard to any violation of the laws
in force in Egypt which might be attemptedrby this caravan. 4 . .

t The Minister for Fdreign Afl'airs, .
(Signed) CHERIF PASHA.

Slr,

 



TURKEY. (censular)—M0,nastir.

 

No. 261.

Consul Langworth to the Earl of Malmesbury.—-(Received April 23.)

My Lord, iManastir, March 31, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith inclosed to your Lordship, copies of two

despatches dated January 25th and March 22nd, to Her Mejesty’s Ambassador at

Constantinople; also a letter to me dated 15th instant, from Mr. Vice—Consul Blunt.

All these documents have reference to a case alluded to in the correspondence of

Mr. Blunt, under date of April 30, 1858. .

i I beg also to inclose a copy of the letter from Her Majesty’s Consul—General vat

Tripoli, therein referred to. V
v " I have, 8w.

(Signed) J. A. LONGWORTH.
 

Inclosure l in No. 261.

Consul Longworth toSir H. Bulwer.

Sir, lthonastir, January 25, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a, despatch under date of the

7th instant, from your Excellency, together with an inclosed Memorandum from the
Foreign Department of the Sublime Porte; wherein 'it is stated that the Roumely-
Vzalessy had just reported that two female negro servants, a short time ago, stole a jewelled

flower the property of the General of Brigade, Achmet Pasha, and took refuge in the house
of the British Consul. Your Excellency “ is therefore requested to be so good as to instruct

the Consul to send those persons back, or if they refuse to return, to recover and restore

the flower which they have stolen, sending this instruction to the Sublime Porte for
transmission to its destination.” ' _ _

With reference to this Memorandum, I have to acknowledge the considerate course

taken by your Excellency in forwarding it to me for my remarks, instead of, acting on
the unsubstantiated statements and unreasonable demands contained therein. Though
docketed, I perceive, as a “ complaint against Mr. Longworth,” it is founded on circum-
stances which occurred while I was absent from Monastir. ‘ . 7 .

For a full inquiry into the details of the case, Imust refer your Excellency to the
correspondence of Mr. Acting Consul Blunt with Her Majesty’s Embassy during the course
of last year, or perhaps the inclosed copy of a despatch from HerMajesty’s Consul-General
at Tripoli may be considered Sufficiently conclusive as to its merits.

Among the troop mentioned by Major Herman as having been marshalled before him
for manumission, were the two runaway slave-girls now claimed by Achmct Pasha. To
evade the orders of the Government, the Pasha furnished them with “azad tezkerehs”
(manumission tickets); and, to lull their suspicions previously to shipping them to Salonica,
he delivered these in the presence of Her Majesty‘s Consul-General, who was thus made a
party to and security for the engagements contained therein. The negroes embarked on
the faith of the certificates so guaranteed, which ‘on arrival at‘ Salonica were treacherously
taken away from the poor creatures and destroyed.

Under these circumstances, we cannot feel surprised that they should make their
escape, and take refuge in the first British Consulate they found open to them.

The charge of theft brought against them is a mere pretext, and, your Excellency will



TURKEY. V(Consular)v-—lllonastir. 201

permit me to Observe, a. most shallow one. It has become a stale practice to acclise

runaway slaves with robbery. The corpus delicti being for the most part apportioned to

the estimated value of the slaves in the market, little attention is paid to any other point;

and with respect to the article alleged to have been stolen, sometimes the most absurd

statements are made. A negress, for instance, who last year took refuge in the French

Consulate, was, by a strange confusion of ideas, charged with running away With a coach,

value 4,000 piastres. , 7‘

It is not true, as the Pasha states, that no satisfactory answer on the subject was

returned from the Cdnsulateiflflri theacontrhhy, wh'hfiié the? ‘eharge of theft was first

advanced by him (which was only a month after the children had been at the Consulate,

and when it was found they would not be given up), I immediately acceded to his request

, that the matter should he":iny”e’s‘”ti§ated at the “Consulate, or any other place he might

appoint. But he took no steps in the matter, unless it were to write to Constantinople,

and misrepresent it entirely. , . ~ ,

In the meanwhile, as the girls begged earnestly not to be sent back to Achmet Pasha’s

harem, where theysaiti theyhad been mostgrcruelly treatedh arid as noiotherplace could be

found for thein, Mr. Blunt took'thein into his service. ' Shhséqiientlyfflien they were

about to be removedflith the rest of the family to Uscup, I gave due notice to the Pasha,

requesting to 7heve,the§matten of the; alleged robbery, examined, but. he. declined to

._interfefe, '

,‘S'Iiifld yOur .Exwlliéncxnow thitik'fitatjo authorize an7i1iiqliifii‘ii'f".h.oiiéit may be insti-
gigiltptl,§tjUscup,t the‘Ro‘umely Veléssy; he’s hims'elfl‘fsignified""‘t6' me his: 'wish to that

‘efi'eCfi. ’ ' ' t i ~

i 7, In) my, humble; 091111913; 13119: only. _dehgqgent {in the .Qtihe ' 1‘5 AC

 

. t. ,. _ ‘ mt Pasha ;' hes deserves
to'he severely punished for breach bf f"ith' V ~o ’Hei“Meje‘sty‘s C'ori§ixl:Gefiérzil"zit Tripoli, and

for contempt 0f the orders issged by his own Government. ‘ ' " E 1' 5'5 . '

.7 Mr. {Blunt will be ‘foun‘d'g'I believe, to have acted with firmness and consistency

throughout the affair, and I trust his 'éonduct will meet yOu’r Excellency’s approval.

To conclude with the words oftbe Memorandum, Which 'I have herewith the honour

to return inclosed, and in which it is requested that if these persons refuse to return them-

selves, the flower they have stolen :mayfibe returned; -I: can only say that the parties have

positively refused to return; and as to the flower, it is, as I have. already explained, merely

a flower of speech, signifying eicéitainr" amountv'ofr piastres; the purchase-Inoney of the

slaves, Which I do not suppose your Excellency Will order to be restored.

, I have, &c. \ '

{Signeda VI. A; h@NGWORTH.

 

Ihelosure' 2 in-No‘. 2611

consulat-‘mgwmh 't‘o 'Sivau‘Bulwert

, ' ._ 'vMonast'iié; MWCh22‘,‘ 1859.

I HAVE" the5‘honour to'~ acknowledge::the-sre‘eeiptidf ~yburrExcelleney’sjdespatch

‘underjdate of the 728th’nltimo; relative to the twos‘lave-girls who escaped from the harem

of»- AchmetPashe to this Consulate; 1' , . 7 '

In‘ eompfian'ee with-y0u1""'.Excéllehey*s.=fdesifie‘itha 7-“I‘shouldxsendr-yon some clear

statement as to. the manner in whichth’é manumis‘si‘onmpaperstoV‘WhichrvI allude? Was taken

from these'girl's; andraS’to the person- 'by whomit'wastakenfl‘al hegrto..trensu1it herewith

inclosed gthe" Jeopy ‘ofa'il'etter' from“ Mr. Vice-Cofiéul:~‘Blfint;i-'Iw’hdi was Acting , Censnl at

=Monastir’when thei’eircumstances "in'conneetion with this-‘atfairtook ?plece, ,

This statement, your Excellency observes, ‘fitogether‘ withwth7e~ vdeSpatch‘vtroin the

'Cons‘nl—General‘ at Tripoli; would7‘sufliciently prove'that‘ithe girls in question are free.”

The identity of these girls with the. parties mentioned-‘v‘ in the Vdespatch isnotdenied:

their freedom; therefOi‘e,*" ‘d'eites? from theé-rdelivery of- 1their'-maniilmi3sion papers, which the

despat‘ch'flone: ?suflicefsf‘to"prove: The; factgof their "no "-l'origer having them in‘ their

'pOsSession—for'othé’i-Wi’se-they iWould“ ofily ‘hay‘e heeni‘too-‘vgladjrto ‘p1‘od11ce them—r—afi'ords a

stronger‘eVidencefthan?any statement they" can make,»onmthe7 subject that the papers‘have

been‘=taken away from them. ' , ' *

This treacherous proceeding, added‘to thecruel treatment they experienced in Achmet

Pasha’sharem, to whichil‘referr'ed‘ in general terms in' my despatch of the 25th January,

and ‘of which Mr. Blunt ffirhishes'partieelars' ‘in‘ihisjletteii,’ shows, ‘in'the manner whieh

'yourCExcellgncypronounces t’p'gbe {conclusive “th‘at‘they Were bond fide confined and

LABS . '

Sir,
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treated as slaves previous to their flight, thus ’afi‘ording a fair reason, Without the robbery

alleged, for their elopemen .” “ 7 . .
Your Excellency proceeds to say, “ It would be necessary to'make an inguiry at the

place you deem most suited for it, with resPect to the robbery Itself: ’ Th1s had been
already done, though, to say the truth, I laid little stress on what might be said by the

parties implicated either in one way or the other. ' .

The lady of Abdy Pasha, whose daughter is married to a son .of Achmet Pasha, and
lives with his harem, came on their part to the Consulate to negotlate .for the recovery of
these girls, and, With reference to the theft, expressed her disbelief of it. She said it was
“ bosh”—fahu10us. .

Mr. Blunt’s Statement on this head is fully confirmed by Mrs. Longworth. It is
undeniable that “‘ if there is nothing in the bare statement of a robbery having been
committed to show that such a robbery was committed, there is nothing in the bare state-
ment that it was not committed to prove such a contradiction to be jus .” Still your
Excellency would, I doubt not, give character and credibility, as between the accuser and
the accused, their due weight; whilst it is no less certain tizhat'the burden of proof rests

always with the accuser. ‘ ' .

No facility for an inquiry has been withheld by this Jonsulate. As I stated 1n my
despatch of the 25th January, the Valy has been repeatedly invited to take what steps he
pleased in the matter, and that course is still open to him and to all concerned, I have
stated as much before, and partly for that reason forbore to enter minutely into the
question till it could be duly investigated.

Of what then do they complain? Manifestly, it is not an inquiry they want. They
ask for the property alleged to have been stolen without an inquiry (well aware that no
such objects can be found), that they may obtain the recovery of the slaves, which is the
alternative stipulated in the Memorandum. Is it not perfectly clear that if these jewels
had been stolen their restitution would, under all circumstances, be insisted upon?

In one point relating to the charge of theft, your Excellency will permit me, perhaps,
to explain my meaning. which I have failed apparently in making clear to you, since you
add : “ Nor is there anything in the fact that one person was accused absurdly of having
stolen a coach to disprove the assertion of another person having stolen a jewelled flower,
an object which," if anything was stolen, was probably one for theft.”

The scope of what I said was simply to illustrate that charges of this kind were
hackneyed, and, as a proof of their being so, I cited one instance out of many of the
heedlessness with which they were preferred; everything, in fact, but the estimated value
of the fugitive property being lost sight of.

In a country where falsehood and perjury are held so light, countercharges of this
nature cannot be entertained with too much caution. Were such an advantage conceded
to slave—dealers, not one of their victims could possibly escape or be rescued—the shield of
the Consulate would no longer avail them.

_ Your Excellency, I fear, may have thought that, with reference to this charge of theft,
I did not in my despatch of the 25th January meet it with the careful consideration which
its gravity seemed to require. In acknowledging that I may have been wanting in this
respect, I may be allowed, perhaps, to plead that with the moral certainty there‘was of its
being simulated, it was not easy to treat it seriously. I at the same time feel the full
weight of your admonition “ that the greatest care should be taken in all these cases to
act with the strictest justice, and not to give the authorities reason to suppose that we act
beyond our just powers, whilst at the same time we are firm in having those just powers
respected.”

I shall have credit I trust with your Excellency formy desireto act in the spirit of
this instruction. It has been more particularly in dealing with. the vast and delicate
question of domestic slavery in Turkey that. I have felt this circumspectio-n to be necessary.
I have more than once also had cause to regret that I was not in possession of some
general instructions for my guidance on the subject; and in this particular case of the
importation of slaves by Achmet Pasha, though solicited by Mr. Blunt as supplementary
2% the Turkish firmans, they were not furnished by Mr. Alison, to Whom he applied for
em. ‘

In the absence, therefore,‘ of instructions I have had to shape my course by such rules
as circumstances and a sense of equity appeared to dictate, and in so doing it has occurred
to me that there was one broad distinction to be drawn—it is between the mass of slaves
domesticated in the Empire, and those who, in violation of theSultan’s firmans, continue
to be imported from Africa. The prevention of this Traffic, by whatever moral influence
they possess, is, if I mistake not, the bounden duty of Her Majesty’s Consuls. As'to the
slaves alreadyin the country, Ihave always been under the impression that the less I
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undertookvto do for them, which might be construed into vexatious or ad captamdum

interference, the better it would be on all accounts, not only because I believed that the

same allowance should be made for the Turkish Government that has been evinced for

every other, Which in respect to slavery may have had a great social difficulty to solve,

and vested and conflicting interests to reconcile, but also' because I have been persuaded

that the isolated efforts of a few Consular Agents could do little to ameliorate the lot of

the slaves themselves. It is possible that some few out of the many thousands may, as

in the case of those harboured by Mr. Blunt, find a happier home and more indulgent

masters ; but this cannot affect the destiny- of the multitude to whom, when once
imported, it can make little difference whether they be emancipated or not. After all, the

crime consists chiefly in bringing them here, and of this I must, with all deference, submit

to your Excellency Achmet» Pasha has, by Mr. Blunt’s vigilance and persevering exertions,

been clearly convicted. . How far it is aggravated by the attempt ' to make Her Majesty’s

Consul-General at Tripoli accessory to the fraud, is for your Excellency to consider.’
I have, &c. ‘

(Signed) » J. A. LONGWORTH.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 261.

Vice-Oonsul Blunt to Consul Longworth.

Sir, ' 'Uscup, March 15, 1859.

I DULY received your official letter of the 10th instant, in which you request me, with
reference to a despatch of the 25th ultimo from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople,
to forward to you a statement of such particulars as have come to my knowledge relative to

the manner in Which the manumission papers were taken from the two girls alluded to in
that despatch, and as to the person by whom they taken ; I am also requested to furnish
you with any information I can obtain as to the treatment of these girls while living in the
harem ot' Achmet Pasha; and you conclude by observing that it would be desirable to
examine the girls as to the circumstances connected With their flight to the Consulate at
Monastir, and to ascertain. whether they went there directly and spontaneously without
communicating with other parties. a -

As to the information you require respecting the destruction of the manumission
papers, I think I Cannot do better than repeat the statement made to me , by the boy

Osman, who had taken refuge in Her'Majesty’s’Consulate at Monastir during the periOd I
directed its affairs ; but before I do so it may be proper to state that Osman belonged to
the troop of slaves brought from Tripoli to Monastir by the Major-General Achmet Pasha.
He, together with another boy of the party (Selim), was sent as a present by Achmet Pasha

to his immediate Chief, Ismail Pasha, the Mushir of Roumelia.’ This ‘ present was not at
first rejected by his Excellency, as I afterwards learnt from Osman. The two boys
remained about eleven weeks in the harem of the Mushir, when they were both suddenly
returned to their first master. Osman. in consequence of having been cruelly treated by
the chief groom of Achmet Pasha, and on' hearing that he Was to be sold to Abdi Pasha,
the Commander of the troops at Scutari, took refuge in’ the Consulate, and applied to ' me
for protection. I did not refuse to interest myself on his behalf, and I felt I could do

so actively, as a few days before I had been put in possession of Major Herman’s important
despatch respecting the slaves of Achmet Pasha. A few hours after Osman 'had run away
a person in the service of Achmet Pasha, his harem Kiahayasi, I believe, came to the
Consulate and insisted on taking him away, declaring that he was the property‘of ' th‘e
Pasha. As the boy refused to accompany him, I did not. allow him to effect 'his object.
I availed myself of an early opportunity to acquaint the Governor-General at Monastir of
Osman’s flight to the Consulate. His Excellency proposed that I should take the boy ,
before the Medjlis. I consequently did so the next day; When to my great Satisfaction it
was there and then decided by his Excellency, with the c'oncurrence of the Medjlis, that,
in virtue of the Imperial orders (which his Excellency had only received a few days before),
and on the strength of the evidence conveyed in Major Herman’s despatch, Osman was
free, and at liberty to go where he liked. ' "

It now appears from information given to me last week by the Kaimakam Hadji
Venedic Fetah Bey, a member of the Military Council at Monastir, now charged with a
mission at this place, that Achmet Pasha applied, through his Son, to the Mushir of
Roumelia to nullify the decision of - the local Medjlis. His Excellency thereupon referred
the application to his Military Council, where it was rejected on admission being made
that Osman had been furnished with an “ aZad kiayat ” (manumission paper) before Her
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Majesty’s Consul—General at Tripoli. After it had been decided that Osman was free, I

took him to the Consulate, as he was ill, and had him properly clothed and attended to.

When he was sufficiently well to be able to travel he applied to the Governer—General for

a passport for Tripoli. His Excellency gave him.one. With a llttle pecuniary ass1stance

the boy left Monastir, and I have since heard nothmg of hue. _ . ‘

I beg now to furnish you with the information I obtalned frorrl Osman respecting the

delivery and destruction of the manumission papers distributed to him and. to twenty others,

natives of Africa, in the presenee of Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Tnpoh, before their

departure fi'om there. > . , : . .

Herein I have the honour to inclose a list of the names of these persons given to me

by Osman, and afterwards confirmed by the two girls Eekiriyeh atld Renghi Sefa. It

appears that Achmet Pasha caused his slaves, twenty-one m number, including Osman ahd

the two girls in question, to be brought before Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Trlpoh a

fewdays previously to their embarkation for Salonica ; that MaJor Herman asked them if

they were willing to accompany Achmet Pasha in the capacity of servants to Monastir,

and that on their replying in the affirmative they were all furnished With letters of manumis-

sion by the Pasha, and were given to understand both by the Pasha and the COnsul that

they were “ azadlus” (possessors of such papers—manumitted) ; that they were allowed to

retain these papers till the day they were conducted on board ship, When they were taken

from them by a certain Achmet Effendi, the Pasha’s Aide-de-camp and secretary, who

accompanied them ; that on entering-the port of Canea the papers were returned to them‘

by Achmet Effendi, when they were all told that in the event of any person coming on

board to question them they were to say they were “ azadlqs” (manumitted) ', that during

the vessel’s stay in the above-named port the slaves were not permitted to land, that they

were only allowed to go on deck when it. was dark, and were forced to remain in the ship’s

hold during the day ; that On leaving Canea, Achmet Efi'eridi again took the papers from

them, kept them till the ship was anchored in the port of Salonica‘; he then gave them

back. On landing at Saloniea the slaves were all conducted into a khan situated in the

Turkish quarter, and there the said Achmet Effendi took from them for the last time their

manumission papers and destroyed them. ,

The foregoing statement I obtained from Osman during the few weeks he remained

near me. I often cross-questioned him 011 the subject, when I did not meet with a single

instance of preyarication on his part; moreover the information he gave me was subse-

quently fully confirmed by the two girlsnow near me, as well as by the other girl, Hosh

Kadun, that took refuge in the Consulate, and who, as you are aware, while in the vicinity

of Hussein Cavass’s house, was seized on by two Turkish women, placed on the back of a

Jewish porter and thus carried screaming away.
This incident, accompanied With other facts I am about to state, will, I hope, be

deemed sufficient evidence that v the twenty-one persons brought from Tripoli to Monastir

by Achmet Pasha were treated by him and his harem as slaves. V
The Mushir of Roum‘elia, Ismail Pasha, distinctly told me when I renewed to his

Excellency my representations on Achmet Pasha’s conduct, that the latter declared to
him he “considered the Arabs he brought with him from Tripoli as his own property”

(“kendu mallu”), and that he was at liberty to “ sell or give them away ;” hut Achmet

Pasha did not confine himself to making this declaration—he acted on it. Besides Osman
and Selim that he gave to the 'Mushir, but were afterwards returned to him, he sent two other
boys to Constantinopleas presents tosome high dignitary there. The boy Selim he subse-

quently gave to the Khaznadar of the Mushir,’ and another boy I am‘told' he sent to 'a

relative of his at Karaferia in the province of Salonica. Of the girls one was given to
Abdi Pasha and two others sent to Constantinople, and the two girls now here were, they

tell me, destined to pass into other hands as slaves. They both complain bitterly of
having been badly, nay cruelly treated, by the .ladies of Achmet Pasha’s harem; and it

appears the chief Khanum particularly distinguished herself in this respect : “ she,” I beg
Eouse the expression of the girls, ‘ “ treated us like beasts, as if we too were not human
eings. ’ ‘ V . , .

During the severe winter from December 1857 to March 1858, they were left to
suffer much from cold; they had no bedding, and nothing to cover themselves with when
they went to sleep. I am further informed that when they arrived at the Consulate (at
that time I was absent in North Albania) their clothing was scanty and very'dirty, and
that their persons were covered with vermin. ‘ When at the harem during a period of ten
months, they were allowed to go only once to the bath. The chief Khanum appears to
have beaten thenr ti‘eqnently and unjustly. Iheg to state-‘an instance. The girls were
often required to do duty in the kitchen: on such occasiOn they applied for a piece of cloth
to use as a protection from burning theirfingers in taking the hot pans of? the fire; the
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Khanum not only refused the assistance, but forced them by dint of heating to remove

the hot objects with their naked hands. I have examined the girls as to the cirCumstances
connected with their flight: they tell me that the evening before, they ran away to the
Consulate they had been severely beaten by the Khanum, they thereupon determined to
leave the harem; that next morning one of them Fekiriyeh; the youngest, was sent to
give a small packet containing money to a certain Fatisnah, a friend of the Khanum’s
living close by ; that Renghi Sefa, the other girl, accompanied her; and that after they had
placed the packet in Fatisnah’s bands, they ruShed ' straight to the Consulate Without
communicating with any other parties. They add that “ We felt sure we would have been
well received, for when at Tripoli we often heard that the English Consul there had often

saved slaves.” _ ‘ _
As to the charge of robbery brought against them by Achmet Pasha’s harem, they

both declare that it is false. ' . _ ' »
With respect to this charge, I beg to state that three days after the flight of the girls,

the harem of ‘ Ahdi Pasha, relatives of Achmet Pasha, called on Mrs. Longworth and

Mrs. Blunt to request them to force the girls to return to their mistress. On Mrs. Blunt
referring to the robbery of the diamond» flower, the Khanum of Abdi Pasha laughed and
said, “ 0 bush shei dur ! ” (There- is nothing in that!) I avail myself of this opportunity
to state that from what these girls tell me, it appears Achmet Pasha before he left Tripoli
frequently .sent slaves to Constantinople, and that when he went there on his way to

‘Monastir, he took with him three slaves and sold them to persons. at that place. In.
conclusion I beg to say that these two girls have been near me about six months; during
this period they have shown themselves honest and very good, and on the whole by their
conduct they have acquired the afi'ection and good wishes of Mrs. Blunt and myself. I
have to apologize for the'prolixity of this despatch ; but I deemed it my duty to furnish
you with all the information I possess onthe subjectyou referred to me. *

' ‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) J. E. BLUNT.

 

; Inclosure .4 in No.- 261.

Consul-Gen’eml Herman to Vice— Consul Blunt.

' ' v , ' j _ ‘ Tripoli, June 12, 1858.
YOUR despatch of the, 30th of April last, with the deposition of Mr. Panajotti,

reached me only yesterday. When the negroes, as .he states, were trooped in my presence
at the residence of Achmet Pasha, each was filmishedIWith letters of manumission executed
before the Cadi; having exhibited which, they were queStionedrwhether now, as they were
free, they would accompany the Pasha, in the capacity of servants, to Monastir: all
answered affirmatively. ' ' Yr ‘ , ' ,

Since the prohibition of the exportation of slaves from this Regency, as I have had
more than once occasion to bring to the notice of Her' Majesty’s, Secretary 'of State for
Foreign Afi'airs and Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte, every ingenious deviCe and
surreptitious manoeuvre has been resorted to, from the highest to the lowest authority in
the country, to neutralize its operations, one of which is the fabrication of simulated
letters of manumission duly executed by the Cadi, but Which are destroyed as soon as
the slaves reach the port of disembarkation. A ‘ ' =

Of the fact of the slaves having each their manumission paper Mr. Panajotti must be
aware, as he was present‘when What I now related took place. Should, therefore, Achmet
Pasha attempt to dispose of any'of them or retain them against their Will in his service,
the case should be decidedlyreported to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte.

I have, 850. V
(Signed) G. F. HERMAN.

Sir,
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No. 262.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, May 5, 1859.
I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information; copiee'of a correspondence between

the United States’ Minister at this Court and myself relatiVe to the proceedings of certain
British cruizers *on the African coast Which have formed the subject of complaint on the
part of the United States’ Government.

» I am, &c. ;
(Signed) ‘ MALMESBURY.

 

Inclosut'e 1 in No. 262.

Mr. Dallas to the Earl of Malmesbury.

My Lord, Legatz'on of the United Statee, London, January 18, 1859..
IT has been made my duty, by special instruction, to submit to the notice of Her

Majesty’s Government. the accompan 'ng oflicial copy of a communication addressed-by
the Honourable the Secretary of the avy to the Department of State at Washington.

Your Lordship Will perceive in these documents testimony tending to disclose an
alleged practice on the part of British naval oflicers on the Afi'ican Station to warn
suspected slavers sailing under the American flag that, if they are captured by United
States’ vessels, they Will be sent home for trial, and probably convicted ;, thué encouraging
{he destruction of evidences Which would render them liable to the-penalties of American
aw.

In such a practice there could not fail to be recognized an abuse demanding remedy,
if remedy can be devised.- ' '

. , It is confidently hoped that Her' Majesty’s Government Will deem. the subject worthy
of inquiry, and Will‘ cause. the practice to be abandoned as soon as convinced of its exist-
ence. ‘

Renewing, &c.
(Signed) G. M. DALLAS.

 

Inclosure 2 ityNo. 262.

Mr. Toucey to Mr‘. Dallas.

Sir, Navy Department, December 16, 1858.
I HAVE the honour to submit herewith, for your perusal, two letters; dated the

8th and 9th of October last, written to Flag Officer Conover, commanding the African.
squadron, by Commander Totten, of the United States’ sloop “ Vince'nnes,” in relation to
the recent capture of the American vessels “Kate Ellen” and “Isabella ” by British war-
steamers on the coast of Africa. . '

With great respect, &c.
(Signed) ISAAC TOUCEY.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 262.

Commander Totten to Flag Oficer Conover, UKS.N.

, “ Vincennesf’ Luanda, October 8, 1858.

I WAS told, yesterday, that there were two or more persons here who were in the

American schooner ,“Kate Ellen” when she was taken possession of by Her Britannia

Majesty’s steamer “ Viper ” on the 15th September. One man, a Portuguese, was along-'

side this morning; I had him up, and, in answer to my questions, I found that he was

not in the “Kate Ellen,” but was in another vessel, the “Isabella,” and was lying near to

the schooner when she was taken by the “ Viper." ' '.

He saysthat the crew of the “Kate Ellen ” Were on board, and were landed by the

English, but is not certain that the American colours were flying at the time. .

He says that there are two men now in the hospital at this place who were in the

. “Kate Ellen” at the time. ' ’

He also says that,’ a few days after the “Kate Ellen ” Was taken, the"‘Isabella ” was

boarded by the Engliish and captured; her hatches were forced open, although some of

the crew attempted to prevent it; and that, by threatening to deliver her up to an

American cruizer, When they would all be imprisoned, and promising, if taken by them,

that all would be liberated, the captain of the"‘Isabella” was induced to haul down his

flag, some of the crew attempting to prevent it. .

The man was so contradictory and evasive in his replies, that I could give little credit

to his statement. a

I asked him if he would' go before the American Consul and take an oath to the truth

of his statements; which he declined doing. , V

, It is barely possible that something more reliable may be' obtained- from the persons

on shore at the hospital, but if I sail this afternoon, as I purpose-to do, I would not have

the opportunity of attending to it. ‘ -

I send herewith a copy of Certificate given me by the prize-master of the “ Kate Ellen,”

whom I met at sea on September 19, 1858.
I have, &c.

(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN.

 

Inolosure 4 in No. 262. .

Certificate.

SLAVE—SCHOONER captured, at anchor ofl' Killongo, by Her Majesty’s ship

“ iper,” Commander Hodgkinson,‘ on Wednesday, the 15th September.

’ On boarding her; found her deserted, with no colours and no papers on board; and a

slave-deck laid, and the words “‘Kat'e Ellen,’ Plymouth,” covered over on her stern.

(Signed) W. M. BRIDGES, Oficer in’charge of Prize“

 

‘Inclosure‘ 5 in No. 282‘.

, " zCQmmandc-r Tatten to Flag Ofiicer Gananer, U.S.N.'l

. ' “ Vincenncs,” Loanda, October 9, 1858. .

ACCORDING to your instructions," I Went, yesterday, with the'American' Consul,

Mr. John‘ G. Willis, tothe hes‘pital at this place. I could find no one there who had been

in the “Kate Ellen ” when she was captured, in September, by the English steamer

“Viper ;” i but we found a person there, a Portuguese or Spaniard, Who stated that he was

in the “ Isabel‘la” when she was taken possession of by the English. The accompanying

affidavit will show the information we obtained from him. ' .
As‘ there is a discrepancy between the statement received, yesterday morning, from

another individual and this, I mustadd that I am di5posed to attach more credit to this,

inasmuch as there was no hesitancy of manner of contradiction on the part of Fernandez

‘ while giving it. ‘ '

511‘,

I have, 8w. .
(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN.
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Inclosure 6 in No. 262.

Declaration.

I,’ BUN‘ITU FERNANDEZ, do solemnly swear that I shippeti on board the brig
“Isabella” at Havana; that, while lying at anchor near Black ?omt, on the coast 'of
Attica, a boat from the English hrig—of-war “ O_rion ” came alongSIde', and the oflieer and

crew came on board. The American flag was flying at the time,‘ and Was kept flymg for

three days, during which time the hatches were broken open, and‘ they then eommeneed
overhauling the cargo, which consisted of rum‘, wine, and beef. . At the explratmn of three
days the captain ordered the mate, under threats "from the English oflicer, to .haul. the flag
down, which was done, against the will of the crew; who remonstrated agamst It. The.
captain, cook, and steward were taken to- St. Helena, and the mate and crew were 'put on
shore at Cabinda, with starvation staring them in the face.

Hospital da Msericordia, Loanda, October 8, 1858.
his

(Signed) BONITO‘N FERNANDEZ.
. mark;

Witnesses to signature: .
. (Signed) B. J. TOTTEN, Commander,-U.S.N,

JOHN W. VRAIN, Purser, U.S.N.

 

United States’ Commercial Agency, Loanda,
‘ . OetoberB, 1858.-

I, JOHN G. WILLIS, United States’ Commercial Agent for this port, do hereby
certify that the. above affidavit was taken in my presence. ‘ . _ .

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my signatureand $ea1 of office, the day and date
above named. ' ‘ ~

’ (Signed) , JOHN G. WILLIS.

 

Inclosure 7 in No.8 262.

Mr. Dallas to the 'Earl of Malmesbury.

Legation of the United States, London, January 31, 1859.
, THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United

States, has the'honour, by special direction from his Government, to submit to the consi-
deration of the Earl of Malmesbu'ry, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, a series of papers, being copies duly'authenticated under the seal of the Department
of State at Washington on the 5th instant, respecting the capture of the American schooner
“Lydia Gibbs,” Thomas Watson, master, by one of Her Majesty’s armed cruizers off the
coast of Africa. » ' ‘

The Undersigned, at the instance of the Consul of the United States at Liverpool,
and with a view to relieve, if possible, the solicittides of the family and friends of Captain
Watson, had the honour to address, on the 13th of December last, a note of inquiry on
this subject to the Eat] of Malmesbury, and his Lordship was good enough, in a reply 0f
the 21st of December, to state that “ the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty had been
unable to‘furnish any information respecting the ‘Lydia Gibbs ’ and her crew further than
that the vessel in question was captured, on the 29th of May last, of Whydah, by Her
Majesty’s ship ‘ Trident,’ without colours or papers, and fully equipped for the Slave‘Trade,
and that she was sent for adjudication to Sierra Leoue, where she was condemned in the
Viee-Admiralty Court on the 14th of July last.” i '

In laying before the Earl of Malmesbury the papers now presented, the Undersigned
cannot avoid briefly adverting to certain facts deducible from them in regard to the “Lydia
Gibbs” Which, he trusts, may present to Her Majesty's Government motive and occasion
for an investigation more perfect than has heretofore been made :—

l. The “Lydia Gibbs ” arrived at Whydah on the 22nd May, 1858, where, discharging
a portion of her cargo, she’ remained till'the 29th May; her captain and Commander Close
being known to each other, and having some degree of social intercourse. She had left
Charleston about the 20th January, and Havana about the 9th March preceding.

2. The “Lydia. Gibbs” had “colours and papers ” attesting her American character:
the flag of the Unlted States, the. register, the shipping articles, the list 9f crew, the
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invoice of cargo of 150 pipes of rum and of stores, the Consular certificates; all genuine

and satisfactory.
3. The “Lydia Gibbs” had given, by‘her course of procaeding, no ground to suspect

her of being engaged in illicit Traffic; not an article of her cargo or equipment was of

questionable character; and the certificate of Commander Close himself, left at the time

of capture, asserts his only object of search to have been “ to ascertain whether she is

engaged in the Slave Trade under false colours.” .

4. Captain Watson refused to exhibit the schooner’s papers at the demand of

Commander Close; he had previously stated his reason for doing so to that officer; and,

When she was finally seized, he left his vessel, went, as it would seem, to Whydah on the

30th May, was attacked by the yellow fever, and died on the 15th July. The fate of the

“Lydia Gibbs” was equally expeditious: she was taken to Sierra Leone, a considerable '

distance from Whydah, libelled in the Vice-Admiralty Court there, and condemned, solely

for the non-preduetion of papers then far away in the hands of her dying master.

The Undersigned will await the result of any further inquiry into this painful: case

Which Her Majesty’s Government may direct; not doubting that, when the particulars

shall be fully developed, every readiness will exist to disclaim and redress whatever wrong

may be found to have been inflicted.
. He begs, 810.

(Signed) ' G. M. DALLAS.

 

lnclosure 8 in No. 262.

Certificates, Sic.

Consulate- General of- the United States of America,

Havana, ‘March 9, 1858.

I, THE Undersigned, Consul-General of the United States of America for Havana,

and the dependencies thereof, do hereby certify that, on the days of the date hereof, before

me personally appeared Thomas Watson, master of the schooner “Lydia Gibbs,”

of Charleston, and made oath, in due form of‘ law, that the seamen or 'mariner

hereinafter named, and Who is noted on the crew list of the said vessel as deserter,

absconded from the said schooner, at the port or place hereinafter named, without his

knowledge or consent, at or about the times hereinafter placed opposite his name

respectively. , '

And the said Thomas Watson, master, further declared that the said seamen or

mariner, deserter. as aforesaid, was duly shipped at the time and place, and the monthly

wages and advance hereinafter stated, and as per contract of shipping articles ; that the

wages advanced abroad, expenses ineurred on account of desertion, goods supplied to

said seaman or mariner, as hereinafter stated opposite to his name respectively, were

honestly, justly, and truly advanced, expended, incurred, and supplied, as stated, to and

for account of said seaman or mariner. ‘ — , '

And he doth likewise declare, that the balance of wages due on account of said seaman

or mariner, deserter as aforesaid, placed hereinafter opposite his respective name as aforesaid,

is the true, correct, and just balance which the said seaman or mariner would have been

entitled to had he been duly discharged and paid 01f, for the period Of time mentioned,

and for which he has to aCconnt to the Collector of Customs 0f the port Where the crew

of said vessel are accounted for, as forfeited wages, to became the property of the United

States.
‘ ‘ '

And I, the said Consul-General, for myself,1do hereby. certify that Thomas Watson,

master, aforesaid, exercised due , diligenCe, with my co-operation and assistance, to

recover and secure said seamen or mariner, who deserted at this port, but without success.
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Consulate- General of the United States, Island"of Cuba.
I, Andrew K. Blythe, Consul-Geneial of the United States of America. for the Island of

Cuba, residing at Havana, do hereby certify that R. C. Welling, John Russell, James
Anderson, Richard Nash, John Barber, and John Donahue, Whose names ap ear on the
crew-list hereto annexed, have on the 8th instant entered, in this city, into a new contract
with the maste1 of the brig “ Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, to proceed1n said vessel “ fi'om
Havana to Annabon, fromthence to a port of discharge, Whethe11n the West Indies or the
United States, ” on the terms set forth1n the shipping articles signed by themin this city.

Given under my hand and officia] sea] at Havana, this 9th dbay of March, 1858.
(Signed) A. K. BLYTHE,
'By Thos..‘Savage, Deputy Consul-General.

Storesfor Schooner “ Lydia Gith.”

12 barrels beef.
7 ditto pork.

46 measures bread.
6 ditto alum.
4 ditto mackerel.
l ditto sardines.
4 boxes codfish.
4 ditto herrings.
60 lbs. bacon.
6 American hams.
6 Westphalia ditto.
l2 tongues.
36 tins preserved meats.
12 Dutch cheese.
1 keg 125vlbs. butter.

10 lbs. green tea.
24 tins sardines, in tamatnes.
14 lbs. sausage.
6 measures stockfish.
4 cuarterulus vino.
4 boxes French wine.
1 ditto sherry.
1 basket champagne.
4 boxes ale.
2 dozen bottles pickles.
6 small boxes figs.
2 globe lamps.
8 gallons lard oil.
1 barrel molasses.
2 water-pumps.
2 American cheese.
50 lbs. iron hoops.
20 yards red stuff, for colors.
8 ditto blue ditto, ditto.

8 ditto yellow ditto. ditto.
30 empty kegs for rum. >
10 boxes of assorted maccai-oni.
4 barrels flour.
12Jars olive oil. .

10 kegs lard.
4,097 lbs. rice.

25 ditto candles.
40 measures red beans.
40 ditto white ditto. '
350 lbs. Spanish peas.

5 quarters split peas.
8 barrels potatoes.
2 ditto brownlsugar.
3 ditto White ditto.
2 bags coffee.
4 barrels vinegar.
4 kegs eiives.
4 canisters Spanish sausage.
2 dozen boxes jelly.
2 dittoJalS sweetmeats.
1 box capersr
4 ditto cognac.
1 demi of aniset.
3 boxes gin.
I demi best rum.
1 box soap.
28 measures jug beef.

8 covers fer ditto.
6 gross wooden spoons.
2 dozen sponges.
4 ditto tin mugs.
1 barrel fluid.
2 boxes wax matches.
1 bushel salt.
1 bag red pepper.
6 lbs. cotton wick.
3 bottles saga.
1 canister g— lb. safl'ron.
1 box assorted spice.
2 lbs. laurel leaves, for cooking.

20 maucueruns (bunches of garlic).
60 ditto. (ditto of onions).

8,053 lbs. Indian com.
20 lbs. fishing-line. '
1 ream paper.
1 ditto ditto, Spanish.
8 dozen fish-hooks.
2 lbs. copper wire.
1 box wafers.
2 packages copper tacks.
6 streamers. ‘

300 corks.
20.1bs. chocolate.
6 dozen common brooms.
l ditto corn brooms.
2 hotse brushes.
2 small eofi'ee-pots.
I candlestick. ‘
8 large tin plates.
3 funnels;
6 wooden cocks.
6 padlocks (patent);

24‘ sheets of tin.
l harpoon.
2 assorted needles.
1 hatchet.
1 axe.
3 cooking knives.
6 files.
6 jars of mustard.
1 corkscrew.
1 glass blasket.
6 dozen tumblers.
6 ditto plates.
1 pig.
1 dozen iron spoons,

1,000 eggs, put up in salt.
ens, ink, 81c.

Fire utensils.
2007 horse-load of wood.
12 doxen'bottles eau de Cologne.
2 boxes tobacco.
1 gross pipes.

1,740 lbs. corn meal.
1 iron ladle.
1 iron roasting pan.
1 chest black tea.
8 lbs. Salaeratus.
2 copper kettles (large).

0'
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- 3 large tin plates. 6 lbs. cream of tartar.

1 crude cake. ” ; 301013 lates

ts. ‘ ozen p .

gitfiigfiewfl ' 2 ditto tumblers.

1 cheese grinder. 1 ditto plates and saucers.

1 tin to take up sweepings. ‘ 1,500 lhs. copper_sheets.~

2 knives to cut dough with. 4 ditto dltto.

1 saueepan. 2 gnnlets.

2 jars for cofi'ee. l hatchet. . .

1 belt of duck. _ 100 lbs. of nmls (superior).

1 bolt of Russia. - ‘ 25 lbe. .of‘fine salt.

Shipped in good order and well—con(1iti0ned, by ,J_ Cz‘impa, on board the American

schooner called the “ Lydia Gibbs,” whereof is master for this present voyage, Watson,

now lying in the port of Havana, and bound for Annabon, tq say :—

One hundred and fifty pipes of' rum, being marked and numbered as in the margin,

and are to be Jelivered in the like good order and condition 'at the aforesaid port of

Annabon (the dangers ofthe sea only excepted), unto order 01" to assigns, he or they paying

freight for the said with primage and average accustomed.

In witness whereof the master or parser of the said vessel hath affirmed to two bills “

of lading, all of this tenor and date, one of which being accpmplished, the others to stand

void.
Havana, March 8, 1858.

(Signed) THOMAS WATSON.
 

May 23,, 1858.
I am going to sea for a cruize as soon as my topmast is ready, which will be to-night

or to-morrow morning ; . so I send you my. address {01' the cigars.
(Signed) F. A. CLOSE, Commanding H.M.S‘. “ Trident."

To the care of the American Consul, Sierra Leone.

[On the outside of this note is the name “ A. J . Burke?” in three places]

 

I, Francis A. Close, Commander in Her Britannic Majesty’s navy, and commanding
Her Majesty’s ship “ Trident,” do hereby-eertify that the only object of searching this
vessel is to ascertain whether she is engaged in the Slave Trade,‘1jnder false colours.

Dated this 29th day of May, 1858.
. (Signed) F. A. CLOSE, Commanding HWMS “ Trident.”

 

Whydah, West Coast of Africa.
This is to certify that the schooner “ Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, South Carolina,

Thomas Watson master, arrived here on the 22nd day of May, 1858, where she remained
until the 29th. She disCharged a portion of her cargo during this time. On the morning of
'the 29th she sailed again: the same morning was brought back by the British cruizer
“ Trident,” Commander Close.»

' Attested‘, '
(Signed) J . T. HOWE.

C. J. SRA. NOBRE.
 

Inclosure 9 in No. 262.

' Mr. Miles to General Cass.

Sir, V ' ‘ Washington, December 19, 1858.
YOU will oblige me by communicating any information which may have reached our

Government touching the seizure of the schooner “ Lydia Gibbs,” Captain Watson master,
on the coastvof'Ati‘ica, in May last, by Captain Close, of Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizer
“ Trident.” Captain Watson had his home in Charleston, South Carolina. Since the
seizure of his vessel he has died of yellow fever at Ayuda (?). His widow and family are
extremely desirous of learni‘ngell the facts of the case. None of his crew have yet returned
to the United States. . ’ _

It .is impossible as yet to collect regular evidence in the case. "Meanwhile some
demand from the British Government for an account of so high-handed an affair would be
but just and proper. '
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I inclose herewith all of Captain Watson’s ship’s papers in his possession at the time

of his death. I beg to refer you to several notes and letters accompanying them, parti-

cularly the letter of William Summerfield, giving a version (though at second—hand) of the
whole transaction. ' _, ‘

Your early and prompt attention to this matter will greatly oblige me.
I am, &c.

(Signed) WM. PORCHE MILES.

 

Inclosure 10in No. 262.

Mr. Suminerfield to Mr. Burke.

Dear Sir, Havana, October 24, 1858.

IT becomes my painful duty to announce to you the death of my old friend Captain
Watson, which took, place at Ayuda, on the coast of Africa, On the 15th day of July last,
according to certificate inclosed in package sent in care-of the purser of steamer “ Isabel,”

and directed to Mrs. Watson.
The first intimation that I received of this sad event was on Sunday last, when on my

return from Cardenas I learned that a gentleman from the coast of Africa had called on

me to inform me of this sad event, also to deliver into my hands a package. 'I'imme-
diately called upon him as directed, but I am Sorry to say that he had left for the United
States three days before my return from Cardenas, leaving, however, the packageto be

delivered to me, and which I’found' upon examination to be the schooner’s register, and

other papers belonging toher (papers which have been announced by the English papers as

being thrown overboard when the schooner was taken possession of by Commander

Close). . a ' _ , ' , *‘

I regret very‘muchnot having seen this person. It appears that he boarded for some
days in the same house with Captain-Watson, and had heard the captain speak of the
reason the schooner was seized; It appears that Commander Closeihad either been school-
mate or playfellow with the captain: at any rate they were well acquaintedwith each
other’s families; so much so that they visited each other in a friendly way,‘ until one day
the subject of conversation turned Upon the right of search, when Captain ‘Vatson
promptly declared, should war take place on that account, he would fight for the flag
under which he sailed, and would never submit to be searched ; and should such a thing

be attempted on him he would abandon the ship, but would never show his papers, and
would trust to his Government-to see him righted.

This assertion on the part of Captain Watson so irritated Commander Close that he
took his departure, swearihg that he would find means to search the damned Yankee

schooner yet. On the following morning, May 29,. he sent Captain Watson a note,

directing him how to consign some cigars that he had previously ordered, and stating that
he was going to sea for a cruize. v

The schooner also got under weigh the same morning to proceed on her trading

voyage, when she was abruptly ordered to heave-to, and on being boarded by the officer of
the steamer her flag was torn down by him, and the British flag hoisted. ‘ V , '

On being asked by Captain Watson the reason for such a course, he v answered, ‘-‘ I’ll
damn soon let you see!” and without further delay ordered his men to search for the
money (slavers are Supposed to 'aIWays have a large quantity on board) ; and so exasPe_

rated was he at not finding his darling prize-money, that be robbed every man. on board

of not only money, but clothing, even to their shirt—buttons and rings. - A , ‘

Captain Watson determined to abandon hisvessel, which he did. _

On finding that he had no proof suficient to condemn the schooner, unless he could
obtain her papers, Commander Close attempted to purchase them, and Captain Watson
has been heard to declare that Commander Close had offered him, the sum of 1,000l. sterling

if he would deliver up his papers.

Captain Watson was for. making his way home to present his case to the United
States’ Government, when hewas taken sick With the disease which terminated his life.

It now remainsfor you to‘ aid his widow in claiming such damages as will in some
way remunerate her for 11619 husband’s death, that is, as far as money can aid ; but I know
full well that a void has been created that can never be filled.

You must therefore place this affair in the hands of some active lawyer; who] will not
allow the matter to sleep until justice has been done in this matter.

I had almost forgotten to say that the gentleman who brought these papers called
upon the Secretary ot'the British Commission in Sierra Leone, and was informed by him
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that the “ Lydia @thhs ” had been condemned merely because she had no papers. The

cause offleptein Watson’s death will explain this matter of why her papers were not forth-

‘eo ‘ 0'.
mfmWilli memember me kindly to Mrs. Watson, and believe me I condole with her, but

I heme not the eaurage at present to write her one word, or say further than that I' am at her

service, amt trust she will not fail to call upon me in case she may require my aid for any

purpose.
Yours, &c.

(Signed) ‘ WM. SUMMERFIELD.

P.S.—Please keep me conversant with your proceedings in this case, as his friends

will be anxious to hear about it.‘
W. S.

 

Inclosure 11 in No. 262.

Certificate.

, THIS is to certify that Captain Thomas Watson, of the American. schooner “ Lydia

Gibbs,” who has been here with three of his crew, boarded in my house since the 30th of

May, departed from this life on the 15th day of July, 1858, of yellow fever.

Having respectably buried him in the'yard of the English fort, the under-mentioned

kind friends, who kindly attended the funeral, were invited to see and examine the estate

of the Captain. The following papers, books, and maps, were found in his trunk, viz. :—

register of the vessel, articles, the chartering parties’ roll, and some other certificates

belonging to the above—named schooner, six charts, and six navigation hooks, all of which

being found in good order, Mr. Yg'nacio Torrens has taken charge of. in the presence of the

undersigned Witnesses, to be handed over to the American Consul in Havana.

The triplicate of this paper is given to Captain Howe, of the American barque

“ Warren White,” and one to anacio Torrens. , n
- Attested by,‘ ,

(Signed) CARLOS JH. NOBRE.
,J. T. HOWE.
FRANCISCO JOSE MIDEIROS.
Jos. DAWSON.

 

Inclosure 12 in No. 262.

Register of the “Lydia Gibbs.”

IN pursuance of an Act of the Congress of the United States of America, entitled

“ An Act concerning the registering and recording of Ships or Vessels,” Thomas Watson,

of the city of Charleston, South Carolina, having taken or subscribed the oath required by

the said Act, and having sworn that he is the only owner of the ship or vessel called the

“ Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, South Carolina, whereof said-Thomas Watson is at present

master, and is a. citizen of the United States, as he has sworn, and that the said ship or

vessel was built at Patchogue, in the State of New York, in the year l851, as appears by

her enrolment, No. 17, issued at Providence, Rhode Island,‘ on 22nd day of May, 1857,

now surrendered, property. and district changed. And the 'said certificate of enrolment

having certified that the said ship or vessel has one deck and two masts, and that her

length is 81 feet 2 inches, her breadth 25 feet 4 inches, her depth 6 feet 6 inches, and

that she measures 114% tons; that she is a schooner, has a square stern, no galleries

and a. hillet-head. _

_ And the said Thomas Watson having agreed to the decription and admeesurement

above specified, and sufficient security having been given, according to- the said Act, the
said schooner has been duly registered at the port of Charleston.

Given under our hand and seal at Port of Charleston, South Carolina, this 11th day

of July, in the year 1857.
' ‘ (Signed) HENRY M. HOWARD, Naval Oficer.
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‘ Inclosure '13 in No. 262. V

Certificate.

Consulate- General of the United States, Island of Cuba.

1, ANDREW K. BLYTHE, Consul-General of 'the United States of America for the

Island of Cuba, residing at Havana, do hereby certify that ,R. C. Welling, John Russell,

James Anderson, Richard Nash, John Barber, and John Donohue, Whose names, appear on
- the shipping articles of the brig “ Injdia Gibbs,” of Charleston, hereto annexed, and signed

at Charleston, have entered into a new contract, to proceed “ from Havana to Annobon,

from thence to ‘a port of discharge, whether in the West Indies or the United States,”

on the terms set forth in the shipping articles hereto attached, and which were signed by
said persons, respectively, in this city on the 8th instant, and each of them acknowledged

that be fully understood the contract, and had signed his name thereto of his own free will

and accord. ‘ ,
Given under my hand and official seal at Havana this 9th day of March,- 1858.

(Signed) A. K. BLYTHE,‘ ,
By, Thomas Savage, Deputy , Consul-General.

 

Inclosure 14 in No; 262.

Muster-Roll and Agreement.

WE, the Undersigned, seamen or mariners, for and in’consideration of the monthly
wages hereinunder set opposite our respective signatures, do hereby mutually agree with
the master and owners of the schooner “Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, whereof Thomas
Watson is master (or whoever shall go- for master), to'proceed in the said vessel from
"Havana to Annobon, from thence to a port of discharge, whether in the West Indies or
the United States, and to do our duty faithfully in our respeetive stations, abiding by
the rules and regulations stated in her original shipping articles, hereunto annexed, in the
same manner as if our names had been subscribed thereto. '

 

 

        

Date . u .
1- Country to which Monthly - - , . WltnenEIftfl'y ' Lame: of Seaman. , they belong Wages. Age. Height. Complennn. Colour of Ham to Signing.

1858 D015. Ft. in.
211'. 8 Thus. Watson, Captain. , . . . -
,, 8 R. C. Welling, Mate United States ... ... 30 25 5 10 ngr Dark Danwau'us.
,, 8 John Russell (his mark), Cook New York 25 17 5 5 ' Light Dark brown Ditto.
,, 8 ques Anderson (his mark), Seaman Dittu ... 20 25 5 6 Ditto Light brown Ditto.
,, 8 Richard Nash (his mark), Seaman . Boston ... ... 20 , 21 6 2 Ditto Dark br'own Ditto.
,, 8 John Barber (his mark), Seaman Philadelphia 20 89 5 8% Ditto Ditto ... Ditto.
, B IJohn Donahue (his mark), Seaman . Boston‘ ...' 20 28 5 94 Ditto Light brown' ;:. Ditto.

 

Inclosure 15 in No. 262.

Certificate by Mr. Blythe, dated Havana, March 9, 1858.

[See Inclosure 9 in No. 262.]

 

Inclosure 16in No. 262.

Muster-Roll and Agreement.

V United States of America;

IT is agreed between the , master and seamen, or mariners, of the schooner “ Lydia
Gibbs,” of Charleston, whereof Thomas Watson is at present master, or whoever shall go
for master, now bound from the port of Charleston, South Carolina, to one or more ports in
the Gulf of Mexico, and back to a. port of discharge in the United States. ‘

And it is expressly agreed that should the said ship on the said-voyage be seized,
detained, or fined, for smuggling tobacco, or' any other article, by one or more of the
undersigned sailors, cooks, or stewards, they shall all be responsible for the damages thence
resulting, and shall severally forfeit their wages and all their goods and chattels on board
to the amount of such damage, and that the certificate of the person or persons who may
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seize, detain, or fine said ship for smuggling, signed by him or them, and verified by the

American Consul at , under his seal of office, shall be conclusive evidence

of the facts therein stated in all Courts whatsoever, especially and as to the fact that

smuggling had been committed; the individual or individuals by whom the same had been

committed; the amount of the fine imposed therefor upon the said ship; the incidental
expenses thereon; and the number of days the said ship was detained in consequence

thereof. No grog a110Wed, and none to be put on board by the crew; and no profane
language allowed, or any sheath knives permitted to be brought or used on board.

That in consideration of the monthly, or other wages ayainst each respective seaman

or mariner’s name hereunder set, they severally shall and will perform the above-mentioned

Voyage; and the said master doth hereby agree With and hire the said seamen or mariners

for the said voyages, at such monthly wages or prices to be paid pursuant to this agree-
ment, and the laws of the Congress of the United States of America; and they, the said

seamen or mariners, do severally hereby promise and oblige themselves to do their duty

and obey the lawful commands of their officers on board the said vessel, or the boats there—

nnto belonging, as become good and faithful seamen or mariners; and at all places where

the said vessel shall put in, or anchor at, during the said voyage, to do their beSt endeavours
for the preservation of the said Vessel and cargo, and not to neglect or refuse doing their

duty by day or night; nor shall go out of the said vessel on board any other vessel, or be
on shore, under any pretence whatsoever, until the above said voyage be ended, and the

said vessel be discharged ofher loading, without leave first; obtained of the captain or

commanding oflicer on board; that in default thereof, he or they will be liable to all the

penalties-and forfeitures mentioned in the Marine Law, enacted for the government and

regulation of seamen in the merchant service, in which it; is enacted : “ That if any
seaman or mariner shall absent himself fromon board the ship or vessel, without leave of
the master or officer commanding on board, and the mate 01; other officer having charge

of the log—book shall make an entry therein of the name of such seamen or mariner on

the day on which he shall so absent himself ; and if such seaman or mariner shall return

to his duty within forty-eight hours, such seaman or marine]; shallforfeit three days’ pay

for every day which he shall so absent himself, to be deducted out of his wages; but if
any seaman or mariner shall absent himself for more than forty—eight hours at one time, he
shall forfeit all wages due to him, and all his goods and chattels which were onboard the
said ship or vessel, or in any store where they may have been lodged at the time of his
desertion, to the use of the owner or owners of the said ship or vessel; and, moreover,
shall be liable to pay him or them all damages which he or they may sustain by being
obliged to hire other seamen or mariners in his or their place.”

And it is further agreed that in case of desertion, death, or imprisonment, the wages
are to cease. ‘ .

, And it is further agreed by both parties, that each and'every lawful command which
the said master or other officer shall think necessary hereafter to issue for the effectual
government of the said vessel, suppressing immorality ancl» vice of all kinds, shall be
strictly cOmplied with, under the penalty of the person or persons disobeying, forfeiting
his or their whole wages or hire, together Wltheverything belonging to him or them on
board the said vessel.

And it is further agreed on, that no officer or seaman' belonging to the said vessel shall
demand or be entitled to his wages, or any part thereof, until the arrival of the said vessel
at the said vessel’s final port of discharge, and her cargo delivered.

And it is hereby further agreed between the master, officers, and seamen of the said
Vessel, that Whatever apparel, furniture, and stores each of them may receive into their
charge, belonging to the said vessel, shall be accounted for on her return; and in case
anything shall be lost or damaged through their carelessness or inefficiency, it shall be
made good by such oflicer 0r seaman by whose means it may happen, to the master and
owners of the said vessel. '

And whereas, it is customary for the officers and seamen while the vessel is in port,
or While the cargo is delivering, to go on shore at night 'to sleep, greatly to the prejudice
of such vessel and freighters: Be it further agreed by the said parties, that neither officer
nor seaman shall, on any pretence whatever, be entitled to such indulgence, but shall do
their duty by day in discharge of the cargo, and keep such watch by night as the master

shall think necessary to order relative to said vessel or cargo.
And whereas it frequently happens that the owner or captain incurs expenses while in

a foreign port relative to the imprisonment of one or more of his officers or crew, or in
the attendance of nurses, or in the payment of board on shore for the benefit of such
person or persons : Now it is understood and agreed by the parties hereunto, that all such
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expenditures as may be incurred by reason of the foregoing premises shall be charged to

and deducted out of the wages of any officer, or such one of the crew by Whose means or

for Whose benefit the same shall have been paid.

And Whereas it often happens that part of the cargo is embezzled after being safely

delivered into lighters, and as such losses are made good by the owners of the vessel:

Be it therefore agreed by these presents, that whatever officer 'or seaman the master

shall think proper to appoint shall take charge of her cargo in the lighters, and go With

it to the lawful quay, and there deliver his charge to the vessel’s husband or his representa-

tive to see the same safely landed. v

That each seaman or mariner Who shall well and truly perform the above—mentioned

voyage (provided always, that there be , no desertion, plunderage, embezzlement, or other

unlawful acts committed on the said vessel’s cargo or stores) shall be entitled to the pay- ‘

ment of the wages or hire that may become due to him pursuant to this agreement, as to

their names is severally affixed and set forth. -

Provided nevertheless, that if any of the said crew disobey the orders of the said

master or other oflicer of’ the said vessel, or absenthimself at any time without liberty,

his wages due at the time of such disobedience or absence',shall be forfeited; and [in case

such person or persons so forfeiting Wages shall. be reinstated or permitted to do further

duty, it shall not do away such forfeiture. i . ’ ‘ ' -

It'being understood and agreed by the said parties that parol proof of the misoonduct,

absence, or desertlon of any officer or any of‘ the crew of the said vesSel, may be given in

evidence at any trial between the parties to this contract, any act, law, or usage to the

contrary thereof notwithstanding, '

In testimony whereof, and for the due perfOrmance of each and every of the above-

mentioned articles and agreements, and acknowledgement of their being voluntary and

Without compulsion, or any other clandestine means being used, agreed to and signed by

us, we have each and every of us hereunto affixed our hands, the month and day against

our- names as hereunder written. ' ‘ ' ‘

And it is hereby understood and mutually agreed; by and between the parties afore-

said, that they will render themselves on board’the said vessel on or before Wednesday,

the 20th day of January, 1858, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. '

 

I . I .. v I . i * V -. Wages Ativance
Names. Statlon. Blrth—place. Age. Height. per , VVTt e s.

Month. Wages- 1 n S ,
 

Thos. Watson .. Captain. Ft- in. g . X .

 
R. C. Welling - . .' Mate‘ , . . . Smith Carolina . . 25 5 10 30 V ‘20 3,9: ‘

Jos.:Williams . . Cook and steward Ditto . . . . , 38 5 7 25 15/ 3 fig

John Barber . . Seaman . . , . . Pennsylvania . . 42 . 5 7 14 10 5‘5 9..

Richard Nash _ . . Ditto . . . . Massachusetts . . 21 5 4 14 g 53‘

Jas. Anderson . . Ditto . . . . .. . . . . . . ' . . ’ 14 ' :2

John Donohue .. Ditto .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 14 10 - 42°

John Russell , . . Ordinary seanian. South Carolina . 16 5- 4- 6 t ' ., '       
List of Persons cOmposing the Crew of the Schooner “ Lydia Gibbs,” of Charleston, »

whereof is Master, Thomas Watson, bound for the West Indies. '

 

\ Of What. N Description of their Persons.

 

 

Places I L Places of' Country
Names. of Birth. Residence. Citizens or V .

\ ' v Subjects. Age. $Height. Complexion; ' Hair.

Ft.’ in.

Thomas Watson. ' ' =
R. C. Welling .. South Carolina. Charleston . United States . 25_ 5 10 Light , . . Brown.

J05. Williams . . Ditto . . . . Ditto . . Ditto .. . . 38 _ 5 , 7 Dark . . Dark.

John Russell . . Ditto . . . . Ditto . . Ditto . . . . ’ 16 ' 5 '4 Light . . Brown.

John Barber .. Pennsylvania . Dim; ‘ . . Ditto . . v '. . 42 ' a V5 7 "Ditto ' . . ' Ditto.

5- 4 Ditto, . . Ditto.Richard Nash ;. Massachusetts . Ditto . . Ditto ..’ .. 21
Jas. Anderson . . No proof. ,
John Donohue . . Ditto.       
 

I, Thomas Watson, do solemnly, Sincerely, and truly swear that the within list

CLASS B. .



218 UNITED STATES.

contains the names of the crew of the schoOner “ Lydia Gibbs," together with the places

of their birth and residence, as far as I can ascertain the same.
(Signed) THOS. WATSON.

Sworn this ‘20th day of January, 1858.
Before me,

(Signed) THOS. D. JERVEY, Deputy Collector, Charleston.

I do certify that the within is a true cepy of the list of the crew of the schooner

“ Lythw Gibbs,” of Charleston, whereof Thomas Watson is master, taken from the original

on file in this office. .

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the Custom—house, the 20th day of

January, 1858. y,
(Signed) THos. D. JERVEY, Deputy Collector.

I do hereby further certify, that the within-named persons who compose a part of the

company of the above-mentioned schooner, whereof Thomas Watson is at present master,

have produced to me proof in the manner directed in the Act entitled ‘5 An Act for the

Relief and Protection of American Seamen.” And pursuant to the said Act and to the:

Act Supplementary to the Act concerning Consuls and Vice-Consuls, and for the further

protection of American seamen, I do hereby certify that the said crew, except the last,

named' two, are citizens of the United States of America. ‘

Given under my hand and seal of ofiice this 20th day 01;? January, 1858.
(Signed) THOS. DT JERVEY, Deputy Collector.

 

Inclosure 17 in No. 262.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Dallas.

Sir, _ Foreign Ofice, April 30, 1859.

IN the letter which you did me the honour to address to me onthe 18th of January

last, you state that you have been directed to bring to the notice of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment certain documents tending to disclose an alleged practice on the part of British

naval officers on the African Station, to warn suspected slavers sailing under the American

flag, that if they are captured by the United States’ vessels they Will be sent home for trial
and probably convicted, thus encouraging the destruction of evidences which would render

such vessels liable to the penalties of American law“. You state, further, that in such a
practice there cannot fail to be recognized an abuse demanding remedy, if a remedy can be

devised; and you express a h0pe that Her Majesty’s Government will deem the subject
worthy of inquiry, and will cause the practice to be abandoned as soon as convinced of
its existence. » ‘

In reply, I beg leave to observe that the documents inclosed in your letter, and on
which the representation which you have been instructed to make to. Her Majesty’s
Government appears to he founded, relate to the capture by British cruizers, of two vessels,
stated to be the “ Kate Ellen” and the “Isabella ;” but it is only with regard to the latter
vessel that the charge is made that threats and intimidation were used by the British
officer who boarded her, to induce her master to haul down his colours and to give his
vessel up as a prize. And the evidence adduced in support of this charge is given by two
sailors, Portuguese or Spaniards, who state,that they were on board the “Isabella ” when
she was captured.

In the case of one of these men, a Portuguese sailor, Commander Totten, of the United
States’ sloop “Vincennes,” who examined him, reports that the man was so contradictory
and evasive that he could give little credit to his statement; and that when asked whether
he wouldvgo before the American Consul and take an oath to the truth of his state-
ment, he declined doing so. _

It can scarcely, therefore, he expected that Her Majesty’s Government should give
more credit to this man’s statement than is accorded to it by the Commander of'the
United States’ ship of war who was on the spot, and was better enabled than any one
else to form a. correct opinion of the value of the man’s testimony. .

As regards the statement of the sailor Fernandez, whose deposition respecting the
capture of the “ Isabella” was taken in the hospital at Loanda, I have to observe that
this man- asserts that the “ Isabella ” was. boarded. by a boat’s crew from the English brig-
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of_war “ Orion,” and that the master, acting under threats from the English oflicer, ordered

, the mate to' haul the flag down, which was done against the will of the crew. '

But I beg leave to state that there is no British cruizer named the “ Orion”

employed on the African Coast, nor has any information been received by Her Majesty’s

Government of the capture by any of Her Majesty’s cruizers of a vessel called the “ Isabel”

or “Isabella.” It can only be inferred, therefore, that thisman’s statement is as little

deserving of credit as that of his companion the Portuguese sailor, who was examined by

the Commander of the “ Vincennes.”

I have, in conclusion, to add, that Her Majesty’s Government are most anxious

to put a stop to any improper interference on the part of British officers with bondfide

American vessels; but the evidence adduced in the present instance seems so utterly

valueless, and is given by persons whose evident' connection with the SlaveTrade render -

their statements altogether untrustworthy, that, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment, it fails entirely-to prove that there has been any improper interference on the part of

British ofiic'ers with American vessels.
I am, &c.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

Inclosure 18 in No! 262.

The Earl of Malmesbwy to Mr. Dallas.

Sir,- ' Foreign Ofiice, April 30. 1859.
I HAVE not failed to cause inquiries to be made respecting the case of the schooner

“Lydia Gibbs,” the capture of which vessel by Commander Close, of Her Majesty’s ship
“ Trident,” formed the subject of your note to me of the 31st. of January last; and

although I am not yet in possession, of the reply of Commander Close to the statements
contained in your note, purportingvto give an account of the circumstances under which the
“ Lydia Gibbs ” was captured, I am enabled to otfer a few observations with regard to the
representation which you have been instructed to make to Her Majesty’s Government in
this case.

You state that the following facts are to be drawn from the papers inclosed in your
letter :—

1. That the “ Lydia Gibbs” arrived at Whydah on the 22nd of May, 1858, where,
discharging a portion of her cargo, she remained till the 29th of May, her captain and
Commander Close (Who made the capture) being known to each other, and having some
degree of social intercourse.

That she left Charleston about the 20th of January, and Havana about the 9th of
March preceding.

2. That the “ Lydia Gibbs ” had colours and papers attesting her American character,
the flag of the United States, the register, the shipping articles, the list of crew, the invoice
of cargo, of 150 pipes of rum, and of stores, the Consular certificates—all genuine and
satisfactory. . a

3. That the “ Lydia Gibbs ” had given, by her'course of proceeding, no ground to
suspect her being engaged in illicit Traffic ; that not an article of her cargo or equipment
was of questionable character ; and that the certificate of Commander Close himself, left

at the time of capture, asserts his only object of search to have been “ to ascertain whether
she is engaged in the Slave Trade under false colours.” '

4. That Captain Watson refused to exhibit the schooner’s papers at the demand
of Commander Close; that he had previously stated his reason for doing» so to that officer;
and that when she was finally seized he left his vessel, went, as would seem, to Whydah
on the 30th of May, was attacked by the yellow fever, and died on the I 5th of July.
You add, that the fate of the “ Lydia Gibbs ” was equally expeditious; that she was taken
to Sierra Leone, a considerable distance from Whydah, libelled in the Vice-Admiralty
Court there, and condemned solely for the non—production of papers, then far away in the
hands of her dying master. ‘

As regards the first two points, Which relate to the movements of the “ Lydia Gibbs,”
and to- her having been at one time furnished with genuine papers, I have to observe that
there is nothing contained. in the statements in your note on these heads at all inconsistent
with the fact of that vesSel having been subsequently, and' at the time of her capture,
engaged in the Slave Trade, without colours or papers; and I do not purpose, therefore, to
offer any further comment on- these points.

But with regard to the third point, in which you state that the “ Lydia Gibbs ” had
2 F 2 '
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given, by her course of proceeding, no ground to suspect her being engaged ,in illicit

Traffic, and that not an article of her cargo or equipment was questionable, I have to state

that the information it the possession of Her Majesty’s Government leads to a totally

difi'erent conclusion.
Commander Close, in his report of the capture of this vessel, states as follows :—“ 0n

the morning of the 29th May, 1858, in latitude 6° 13’ north, long1tude 2° 0’ east, I chased

and captured a fone-ancl-aft—rigged schooner, fully equipped for the Slave Trade; and at

the time of capture she had no papers or colours on board, but she hears the name on her

stern of the ‘ Lydia Gibbs.’ By the little information I could obtam from_ the people on

board (who called themselves passengers), it would appear she filled up w1th fresh water

and her slave cargo at Havana, and that she had been boarded by Her Majesty’s ships

‘ Sharpshooter’ and ‘ Hecla.’ The money for the slaves and 150 casks of spirits had

been landed at Aghwey or Popoe. There were seventeen people on board at the time of.

capture, half of‘whom were secreted under hatches. In the hold I found the slave-deck,

a ground tier of water—casks full of fresh water, slave-food for 600 slaves, very large slave-

coppers, large quantities of fire—wood, tin utensils, and wooden spoons for the slaves.

“ The cargo of slaves for the ‘ Lydia Gibbs ’ had been marched down from the town

on to the beach the day before 1 took her.” . '

I cannot permit myself to doubt that you will see In the foregoing Report of

Commander Close, a statement of facts totally inconsistent with the assertlon that not an

article of the “ Lydia Gibbs’s” equipment was of a questionable character, and that she

had given by her course no grounds to suspect her being engaged in illicit Traflic.

But if further corroborative evidence were required of the illegal nature of the

“Lydia Gibbs’s” voyage, it will be found in an official communication received by Her

Majesty’s Government from the United States, dated the 211‘d‘0f June last, just two days

after the capture of this vessel by Her Majesty’s ship “Trident.”
It is therein stated :—
“There sailed from Charleston a short time since, a schooner called the ‘Lydia

Gibbs] eommanded and owned by a person named Watson, ostensibly on a voyage to the

West Indies, in the trade between which and Charleston Watson has been engaged for

upwards of twenty years. Until now, however, he has never had a vessel of his own,

but has sailed in the employ of Mr. Chapman, a merchant of Charleston. ,

“ At the time of the vessel’s departure no particular suspicions were entertained that

she was about to engage in an illicit traffic; but when she arrived in the Havana she was

sold to persons unknown for the sum of 12,000 dollars (her whole cost when new-having

been 7,000 dollars), and she has proceeded under the command of Watson to the Coast
of Africa, manned by a crew of Americans, and beyond doubt under her original American

papers. The owner himself is a. Scotchman, but naturalized in the United States. He is

to receive 6,000 dollars for the voyage; Whether successful on not, 6,000 dollars more if he

escape detection, and, in addition, a certain number of the slaves actually landed in Cuba
for his own share. . '

“ The schooner is said to be very fast indeed, haying been built for great speed, and
furnished with every appliance for insuring it. y ' '

“At the present juncture, it becomes important that Her Majesty’s Government
should be- furnished with every possible proof of the shameless manner in which the
flag of the United States is used to cover the Slave Trade.”

Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul—General in Cuba, also informed Her Majesty’s
Government that the “ Lydia, Gibbs” had been purchased by the slave-traders in that
island for the purpose of being employed in the Slave Trade.

These reports, from sources entirely different and unconnected with one another,
must, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, force conviction on any impartial
mind that the “Lydia Gibbs” was equipped for, and engaged in, the detestable Traflie in
Slaves at the time when she was captured by a British cruizer.

I now come to the fourth point alluded to in your note. It is thereby made to appear
that the “ Lydia Gibbs” was seized because Captain Watson refused to exhibit. his ship’s
papers to Commander Close, to Whom it is alleged that he had previously explained the
motives of his refusal, and that Captain Watson having abandoned his vessel when she
:was finally seized, and having taken his papers with him, the “Lydia Gibbs” was sent to
Sierra Leone, where she was condemned in the Vice-Admiralty COurt, solely on account
of the non-production of her papers, then far away in the hands of her dying master.

The foregoing statement appears to have been made by some person unknown,
Whose account of what passed between Commander Close and the master of the “Lydia
Gibbs,” previous to and on the occasion of the capture of that vessel, may be judiciously
quoted.
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It runs as follows :— , . ' ,
“ Commander Close had either, been schoolmate or playfellow With Captain Watson.

At any rate they were well acquainted with each .other’s families; so much so that they

visited each other in a friendly way, until one day the subject of conversation turned upon

the right of search, when Captain Watson promptly declared, should war take place on

that account, he would fight for the flag under which be sailed, and Would never submit

to be searched, and should such a. thing be, attempted on him, that he would abandon his

ship, but would never show his Papers, and would trust ‘to' his Government to see him

ri hted.
g “ This assertion on the part of Captain Watson so irritated Commander Close, that

he took his departure swearing that he would find means to search the damned Yankee

schooner yet. On the following morning, May the 29th, he sent Captain Watson a nete

directing him how to consign some cigars that he had previously ordered, and stating that
he was going to sea for a cruize. The schooner also got under weigh the same morning

to proceed on her trading voyage, when she was abruptly ordered to heave—to, and on
being boarded by the officer of the steamer her flag was torn down by him, and the British
fla hoisted. .
g “ On being asked by Captain Watson the reason for such a course, he answered, ‘ I’ll

damn soon let you see,’ and without further delay ordered his men to search for the

-money (slavers are supposed to always have a large quantity on board), and so exasperated

was he at not finding his darling prize-money that be robbed every man on board of not
only money, but clothing, even. to their shirt-buttons and rings. Captain Watson
determined to abandon his vessel, which he did. On finding that he had no suflicient
proof to condemn the schooner, unless he could obtain her papers, Commander: Close
attempted to purchase them, and Captain Watson has been heard to ' declare that
Commander Close had offered him the sum of . 10001. sterling if he would deliver up
his papers. ' . , '

“Captain Watson was for making his way home to present his case to the United
States’ Government, when he was taken sick with the disease which terminated his life.”

Now when such statements as those which I have just quoted are made the subject of
an oflicial representation to Her Majesty’s GOVernment, it might, in justice, be expected

that some proof would be adduced in support of the serious charges brought against a.
British officer; but there is positively not avvestige of evidence of' any kind. The whole of
the foregoing statement is given not by a person who could bear testimony to facts of

which he himself was Witness, but is founded on hearsay, the name of the person on WhOse
authority it is made not even being mentioned; indeed, it appears from the documents

inclosed in your note that Mr.‘ Summerfield, the person at the Havana at whose instigation
it would appear that the case of the “Lydia, Gibbs” is taken up, never even saw the
anonymous gentleman from Africa on whose alleged authority it is that the representation
which you have been instructed to make to Her Majesty’s Government is founded.

The case of the “ Lydia Gibbs ”' appears to be a type of the usual course pursued by
the Cuban slave-traders in carrying on their Traffic. ’ ‘

An American vessel is purchased ; and although she has passed into the hands of
Spaniards, and is no longer entitled to the protection of the United States’ Government,
she is sent to the African coast with her American papers and colours, and these protect
her up to the moment when all her arrangements are made, and she is about to ship her
cargo of slaves. Then, if detected by a British cruizer, the papers are usually destroyed,
and the vessel given up ; or, as in the 'case of ' the “ Lydia Gibbs,” the papers are retained
by the American master, and serve as a basis whereon representations are founded by parties
connected with the Slave Trade, who endeavour to make use of a foreign Government in
order to prevent the interference of British cruizers With the Slave Trade.

I feel assured, Sir, that your Government, apart from all other considerations, cannot

but view this case in. the same light in which it is regarded by that of Her Majesty.
, . , I am, &c.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.
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No. 263.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiice, May 6, 1859.
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s

Judge in the Mixed Commission Court atrSierra Leone, cqntaining a Report upon the
Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa during the past yeatfi"

I also inclose extracts of a Report on the same subject from Commodore Wised‘ ,
It Will be seen from these Reports that the Slave Trade bontinues to be extensively

carried on on the African coast, and almost exclusively by vessels sailing under the
American flag, and provided with genuine American papers.

It moreover appears that while the American flag is made to cover a Traffic which is
declared to he piracy by the laws of the United States, and American citizens engage in it
almost With impunity, the squadron or naval force of vessels of suitable numbers and
descriptions to carry in‘ all not less than eighty guns, which the United States are bound by
Treaty to maintain on the African coast for the suppression of the Slave Trade, is practically
reduced to one sailing-vessel of twenty guns.

Commodore Wise, in his Report to Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. Grey, the
Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the African station, states as follows:

“Although American men-of-war on this station have apted with considerable energy
during the last few months, yet their services can be of small avail when, as you are aware,
the disposition of the squadron may be stated as follows :1—Cumberland (flag), 24 guns,
visits the coast for a few weeks, generally twice a-year ; the ‘ St. Louis,’ 20 guns, has
never visited the coast, to my knowledge, since July 1857. The actual cruizing is divided
between the ‘ Marion,’ 16 guns, and the ‘ Vincennes,’ 2O guns; but for want of a depét of
provisions at any other place than Porto Praya, within a few weeks after either of these
vessels reaches St. Paul de Loanda, she is obliged to return for provisions to Porto Praya;
and as both vessls are seldom on the coast together, the United States’ squadron of 80
guns is reduced to one sailing-corvette of 20 guns, present about nine months of the year.
Their efforts to prevent the prostitution of their flag must therefore be unsuccessful.”

This statement is corroborated, also, by reports received from other. official sources,
and Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt that, if the United States? Government will
call upon the Commander of their squadron on the African coast for a Return of the
number of days the vessels under his orders have been actually employed in cruizing off
the coast of Africa, it will at once be seen how inadequate have been the means employed
to prevent the American flag from being used to cover a Traflic Which the Government of ,
the United States has solemnly repudiated.

Nor can it, in justice, be stated that there has been any exaggeration in the extent to
Which the United States’ flag has been used to cover the Slave Trade.

Besides the numerous vessels Which have been captured during the past year by Her
'Majesty’s cruizers, the following vessels, sailing under American colours, and, it is believed,
furnished with genuine American papers, are known also to have escaped with cargoes of
slaves : the “Merchant,” “Telegraph,” “ Wm. Montague,” “ Blooming Youth,” “ Troeador,”
“ Charlotte,” “ Ellen,” “ Venus,” “ Wanderer ;” and to these may be added the several
vessels taken by United States’ ships of war. j

At the present moment Her Majesty’s Government are in poSsession of information
showing that not less than fifteen vessels, sailing under the American flag, and destined to
be engaged in the Slave Trade, have either recently sailed or are about to sail from American
and Cuban ports, and although several of these vessels are known to have been sold to the
Cuban slave-traders,‘ they still retain their American colours, and are furnished with
American papers. ,

I have to instruct your Lordship to bring to the notice of the United States’ Govern-
ment the state of things which I have above depicted; and you will "express the hope of
Her Majesty’s Government that the measures proposed by the President for placing
small steam-vessels on the coast of Africa, may, Without loss of time, be carried into effect.

 

1' Class A, No. 1. 1 Ibid., No. 95.
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No. 264.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, ‘ Foreign Oflice, May 13, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to ,your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel,

Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Loandafi“ reporting that the

American barque “Panchz‘ta” succeeded in shipping a cargo of slaves from the African

Coast at Mangue Grande, between Ambrizette and the River Congo, with which she got

clear ofi' ; her Amerioan colours and papers having prevented Her Majesty’s cruizers from

interfering With her, although the traffic in which she was destined to be engaged was

perfectly well known to the commanders of several of Her Majesty’s ships by whom she ,

had been previously fallen in with.
Your Lordship will communicate the substance of Mr; Gabriel’s report to the United

States’ Government.
I am, &c.

(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

No. 265.

Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbwy.—(Received May 16.)

(Extract) Washington, April 30, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to report that General Cass told me this‘ morning that the orders

had been, already issued for the departure of two steam-vessels for the Coast of Africa ;
indeed, that one (the “ San Jacinto ”), had, he believed, already sailed. He added that

three steam-vessels would (as he had before told me), be sent to the neighbourhood of

Cuba, so soon as the return of the squadron from Paraguay should place vessels of that

description at the disposal of the Navy Department. ’

 

No. 266.

The Earl of Malmesbm'y to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, May 25, 1859.
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship the accompanying extracts of a despatch from

Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. W. Grey, reporting upon the Slave Trade on the
African coastxl- '

The greater part of the information contained in this Report has already at various
periods been communicated to Her Majesty’s Legation at Washington; but it may,
perhaps, be useful to you in “ any discussions Which you may have with the United States’
Government relative to the Slave Trade, to be in possession of Admiral Grey’s opinions on
the subject. '

I am. &c. v
(Signed) MALMESBURY.

 

No. "267. .

Lard Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.'—?(Receiee¢3l June 12.).

My Lord, * Washington, May 28, 1859.
. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, yesterday, of your Lordship’s

despatch .of the 13th instant, and to transmit herewith a- copy of the note which, in
obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, I addressed to the United States’ Secretary of
State upon the subject of the escape-of the “ Panchita,” to which thatdespatch related.

. I have, &c.
(Signed) , LYONS.

 

"’ ClassrAA, No. 49. ‘ 1' Ibid., No. 100.
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Inclosure in No. 267.

Lord Lyons to General Cass.

Sir, Washington, May 27, 1859.

I AM directed by Her Majesty’s Government to acquaint you that they have received

an official report from Luanda of the escape of the barque “ Panchita,” under American

colours, with a. cargo of slaves on' board, which she had suceeeded in shipping at Mangue

Grande, between Ambrizette and the River Congo. V

The character of this vessel, and the nature of the Traffic in which she was engaged,

were perfectly well known to the commanding officers of several of Her Majesty’s ships,
who had previously fallen in with her; but her colours, and the American papers

with which she was regularly provided, protected her firom all interference on the
part of British cruizers.

It Was reported at Loanda that the “ Panchz'ta ” left New York on the 6th of" Septem-

her last; that she was owned by J. T. Dobson, of that city, a name said to be well
known in connectien with Slave Trade enterprises on the African coast; that she was

commanded by an American citizen named P. R. Stanhope ; and that she had on board
two Spaniards 0r Portuguese as passengers.

It is further stated that this same vessel was detained and sent to the United States
by Her Majesty’s ship “Sappho ” in May 1857, and that [her escape is specially to be
lamented, inasmuch as it will certainly tend to inspire the slave-traflickers with greater
confidence in the security and protection offered them by the American flag.

I have, &c.
(Signed) LYONS.
 

No. 268.

Lord Lyons in tlie Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 20.),

My Lord, Washington, June 6, 1859.

IN my despatch of the 28th ultimo, I had the honour t9 transmit to your Lordship a.
copy of the note which, in obedience to the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 13th ultimo, I addressed to General Cass respecting the escape under
American colours of the notorious slaver “ Panchita.” ‘

I have now the honour to inclose a copy of the note which General Cass has addressed
to me in reply, expressing the regret of the United States’ quernment at the occurrence,

and their hope that the contemplated change in the composition of their African squadron
may put a stop for the future to this abuse of the American flag.

I have, &c.
(Signed) LYONS.

 

Inclosure in No. 268.

General Cass to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, . V Washington, June 2, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to ackpowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s note of the 27th

ultimo, advising me‘of the receipt by Her Britannia Majesty’s Government of an’ ofl‘icial
report from Luanda of the escape of the barque “ Panchita,” under' American colours,.
with a cargo of slaves on board, in which report the escape of that vessel is Specially
lamented on the ground that it will certainly tend to inspire the slave-traflickers With
greater confidence in the security and protection afforded them by the American flag.

, In reply, 1 have the honour to statethat the Government of the United States regrets
exceedingly to learn of the escape of the “ Panchita,” which has now a-second time eluded
‘the grasP of the law; but it is confidently hoped that the measures proposed by the
Preeideht for placing small steam-vessels on the Coast of Africa and Cuba will, when
earned 1nto effect, do a great deal towards putting a stop to the abuse of the American flag
for Slave Trade purposes.

I have, &c.
(Signed) LEW. CASS.
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No. 269.

Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.——(Received June 20.)

(Extract) Washington, June 7, 1859.

THE inclosed Circular, requesting masters of American vessels to display their

colours Whenever they meet a ship-of-war at sea, has been issued by the Treasury Depart-
ment to the Collectors of Customs, and has beenvpublished in several newspapers. It has
not been communicated to me by the State Department, but I have ascertained that it is
authentic.

 

Inclosure in No. 269.

Circular. ,

, Washington, _Mayr26, 1859.
THE Secretary of the Treasury has prepared a circular, addressed to the Collectors

of Customs, saying: “ The immunity of Our merchant—vessels at sea from seizure, search,
detention or visit, in time of peace, by the vessels of war-of any foreign nation, being now
admitted by all the maritime Powers of the world, it is very desirable that the nationality
of our vessels should always be promptly displayed in the presence of a ship-of-war. The
Secretary of the Treasury is directed by the President» to instruct Collectors of the Customs
to request the captains in the merchant service, at their respective ports, always to display
their colours as promptly as possible, whenever they meet upon the ocean an armed cruizer
of any nation.” .

 

No. 270.

Lord Lyons to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(RecyeivedJune 27.)

' My Lord, . . Washington, June 13, 1859.»

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th ultimo, I have the honour
to inclose a copy of a note which, in obedience to your instructions, I addressed to
General Cass, respecting the circumstances attendingthe. boarding of the American barque

“ Catherina,’? and also a copy of a note in Which General Cass acknowledges the receipt of ,

my above-méntioned communication. , - '
I have, &c.

(Signed) LYONS.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 270.

Lord Lyons to General Cass.

Sir, , , Washington, June 6, 1859.
I HAVE been instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to acquaint the Government

of the United States that Commander Bowden, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Medusa,” in a letter
dated the let of March, at Badagry on the Bight of Benin, has reported to the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty that on anchoring off that place he perCeived a vessel
in shore without any colours flying, and that considering she might be engaged in the Slave
Trade he caused her to be boarded. Finding her, however, to be the American barque
“ Catherina,” and apparently a legal' trader, he did not interfere With her.

‘ ' ' I have, &c.
(Signed) LYONS.

 

Inclosure 2 in No._ 270.

General Cass to Lord Lyons.

My LOrd, I - , ' V ' Washington; June 7, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s note of yesterday,

in which, under the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government, you bring to the knowledge
CLASS B. '2 G ‘
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of the Government of the United States the fact of the boarding, by Qommander Bowden, '

of Her Majesty’s ship “ Medusa,” of the American barque “ Catharina,” on susplcwn of

her being engaged in the Slave Trade.

 

~I avail, 8w.
(Signed) LEW. CASS.

No. 271.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiice, July 8, 1859.

, THE archives of yeur Lordship’s Mission will furnish evidence of the repeated

instances in which Her Majesty’s Government have, with regretg-sfound themselves

compelled to call attention to the fraudulent'use of the American flag for Slave Trade

urposes. . '

p This abuse, as your Lordship is aware, is no longer confined to hoisting the United

‘States’ ensign, but is systematically covered by the produqtion of ships’ papers, which,

although originally genuine when the vessel sailed from the United States, are, in reality .

fraudulent when produced on the coast of Africa, in consequence of transfers Which have

taken place in the interval.
Such a system might 'at once be checked by the active interference of United States’

cruizers; but owing to the insufficiency of the squadron now maintained, this interference

cannot be effectively carried out, and the Slave Trade is consequently increasing to an

alarming extent. ’ . _ ‘

A striking instance of this is shown in a despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioner

at Loanda, of which I herewith transmit to you a copyfl‘= Your Lordship Will read that

despatch to General Cass, calling his Excellency’s particular attention to the latter part of

_ it, which shows that notwithstanding that Mr. Gabriel has pointedout to‘American officers

that the River Congo is the great slave—mart to which American vessels resort, no cruizer

of the United States has entered that river for six months.

 

No. 272.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, ‘ queign' Ofice, July 15, 1859.
I TRANSMIT, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a. 'despatch addressed by

Commander Hodgkinson, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” to the- Admiraltyfl~ detailing
the circumstances under which he boarded the American barque “ J. J. Cobb,” suspected of
being engaged in the Slave Trade. U ‘ ‘ .

. V I am, &c. .
(Signed); J. RUSSELL.

 

, No. 273;

1 Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

(Extract? ' . ‘ v Foreign Ofice, July 15, 1.859.
I INCLU$E, for your Lordship’s information, copy of a flesp‘atch addressed to the I

, Admiralty by Ineutenaut Simpson, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto.” detailing the
Circumstances under which he boarded the United States’ barque “ Ardennes,” and enabled
the Commander of the United States’ corv‘ette “ Marion ” to take her in charge;

 

» vi ChssA. No.‘ 54. , ,r 1bid.,No.io4w . 7 ’ 1 Ibid.,No.'103.
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No. 274,

Lord J.- Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, . I ‘ Foreign Oflice, July 15, 1859'.
I TRANSMIT, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a letter and its inclosure

from Lieutenant Simpson, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto,”* reporting , the

circumstances under which he boarded the American barque“0rion,” ofi' Magna'Bona,

on the 9th of April last.
‘ I am, 8w.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

(

No. 275. '

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, _ , , Foreign Ofice, July 22, 1859;
WITH reference to my despatch of the 15th instant, I 'inclose, for. your Lord-

ship’s information, copy of a letter from Commander, Burton, of Her Majesty’s ship

“ Triton,” to theSecretary to the Admiraltydi reporting his‘having boarded and detained

the barque “ Orion ” under American colours, and inclosing copi'és of a correspondence on
the subject which has passed between him and the Cemmander of the United States’ sloop
of war “ Marion.” '

 

I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

No. 276;

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons. '

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, July ‘39, 1859.
V I TRANSMIT‘herewith, for your ‘Lordship’s' information, copies of a letter and, its

inclosure from Commodore Wisefi; reporting the circumstances attending the boarding of'
the American brigantine “ H. C. Sampson,” by an oflicer from Her Majesty’s ship
“ Vesuvius.”

 

_ I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

No. 277.

Lord J._ Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, I Foreign Ofice, July 29, 1859.
I INCLOSE, for your Inrdship’sinformation, the accompanying extract of a letter

from Lieutenant Hodgkinson, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” to Commodore
Wise,§ reporting the circumstances under Which he had boarded the American barque
“J. J. Cobb.” , '

I am, &c.
(Signed) J . RUSSELL

 

No. 278.

Lord J. Russellto Lord Lyons.

(Extract) , ' ‘ ' - ‘ ‘ Foreign Oflz‘ce, July 29, 1859.
I HAVE to instruct your Lordship to call theattention of General Cass to the fact that

the Slave Trade is very greatly increasing, and that it is carried on almost entirely under the
. United States’ flag; information having reached Her Majesty’s Government of between fifty

# Class A, No.105. r 1mm, No. 106. 1 Ibid., No. 107. § Ibid., No. 112.
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and sixty vessels having left the United States’and Cuban ports within the last few months
for the purpose of engaging in this Traflic. . _ _ _ ' .

a Her Majesty’s Government 0 a not suppose that thas‘lTrade IS earned oh 1h order ‘ to

supply the Southern States With slaves, but as a profitable traffic by u_npnnc1p1ed men.
The price of a slave in Cuba is often from 800 to 1,000 dollars, and Spamsh agents often

receive as much as from 8,000 to 10,000 dollars for their ‘connivauce at the landing of a
single cargo of slaves. . 4 . , , _

No representations made to the Spanish Government are of any avail to check the
corruption and venality Which prevail among their magistrates and agents, high and low,
in Cuba.

This state of things is very serious. The natural susceptibilities of the United States
in regard to their flag, and the strict rules of' international law, prevent any effectual inter-
ference With the Slave Trade by British cruizers iii the case of American ventures. But so

much the more it behaves the United States’ Government to take effectual means to

save the honour of their flag from this abuse of its immunity.

It appears, moreover, from accounts recently received by Her Majesty’s Government
from the African coast, that slavers under the American flag are enabled to carry on their
nefarious Traffic, event in the presence of United States’ cnuizers, owing to the omission
in the‘laws of the United States, or in the instructions furnished to American cruizers, of
provisions to define what constitute the fittings of a slave-vessel, and I have to instruct your
Lordship to bring this defect to the notice of the Unite& States’ Government. .
‘ ' ‘ I need not tell your Lordship that e. do not in any way question the zeal and sincerity
of the United States’ Government in this matter. .

 

No. 279. ’

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—(Received AuguSt 1.)

(Extract) ‘ Washington, July 19, 1859..
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies 'of a note addressed to me

by General Cass, and of a paper inclosed in it Which contains an extract from instructions
given by the Secretary of the Navy to the officer appointed to command the United States’
squadron on the coast ofAfrica. ‘ _

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 279.

General Cass to Lord Lyons,

My Lord, Washington, July 18, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, for the information of Her Britannic

Majesty’s Government, extracts from the instructions .of the 6th instant, given by the
Navy Department to Captain William Inman, appointed to command‘the squadron of the
United States on the African Station. '

' ' I avail, &c.
/ (Signed) LEW. CASS.

 

Inclosure 2 in, No. 279.

Mr. Taucey to Captain Inmmz. V
(Extract) " , July 6, 1859.

IN regard to your duties in suppressing the Slave Trade, the following views. are
stated for your guidance.

_ The United States are sincerely desirous wholly to suppress the Traflic, and With that
new ‘haye declared it piracy. They have by their Treaty with England come under specific
stipulations upon the subject, to which your particular attention ‘is called.

The objects which the two Governments have in view, and the mode in Which they
propose to accomphsh it, Will at once be perceived from the plain language of the English
Article of the Treaty.” ' . V

I ueett not impress upon you the importance of ’ strictly observing this stipulation, and
preservmg mylolate the pledged faith‘of your country upon this ,point. Nevertheless the
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following suggestions may be found useful'in enabling you to understand fully and precisely
the views of your own Government upon this delicate subject.

The Government does not acknowledge the right in any other nation to Visit and
detain the vessels of American citizens engaged1n commerce.

The flag which the vessel wears is primafacie, although it is not a conclusive, proof
of nationality: it is a mere emblem, and it loses its true character when it is worn by those
who have no right to wear it.A11y vessel that displays the American flag claims to be an
American, and may therefore be rightfully boarded and examined by an American cruizer
if there beany circumstances attending her to justify a suspicion that she1s not what she
professes to be. But this privilege does not extend to the cruizers of any other nation.
The United States do not claim that the mere hoisting of their flag shall give immunity
to those who have no right to wear it. Such a pretension would subject their flag to
degradation and dishonour, because it would make it a cover for piracy and other crimes
of similar atrocity, but their own citizens, who rightfully display it, are entitled to absolute
immunity and protection. You will, therefore, at all times be prompt to prevent the
search or detention of vessels of the United States on the high seas in the time of peace
by the armed vessels of any other Pov’ve1.'

' Should a vessel of the United States falsely assume the flag of any other nation, it
will Constitute noprotection. You wi11,however,1n all such cases where, from informa-
tion or appearances, you have just reason to believe that the flag of any other nation has
been falsely assumed by an American vessel, proceed With great care and caution. If it
should be ultimately made to appear that she is a vessel of the United States, the case
will be free from any difficulty or embarrassment. But if, on the other hand, she'1s in 7
fact a vessel of any other nation, then you have no right whatever to arrest, detain, board,
search, or examine her, or divert her from her course.

The authority to do so depends upon her natiOnality, whatever appearances may be,
or whatever may be your information of her character.

You should, therefore,111 all cases of apparently well-grounded suspicion, proceedwith
great consideration and caution, in order to guard against mistake.

You may approach the suspected vessel, and speak with her, shewingyour- own flag.
You may request her to display her flag, if she refuse or- omit to do so, you may discharge
towards her a gun loaded with blank cartridge Only. If she still refuseor omit to display
her colours, you may discharge a shotted gun, pointing it so as' not to hit or endanger her.
If she display the colours of any foreign nation, yen can proceed no further, except upon
apparently well-grounded suspicion of fraudulent assumption of foreign colours by her, and
upon your own respons1b111ty

such case it would be a reasonable course, With due notice of your intentibn, to
send a boat to her for verification of her nationality.

If she exhibits the requisite authentic documents to establish her foreign nationality,
you will neither board her, nor detain her, nor inquire into her commercial operations, nor
exercise any authority over her; and if your course has been reasonable, both with rega1d
to the extent and manner of the verification, any claim of indemnity for detention of the
vessel or interruption of the voyage, especially where thefaultlies With her, Will be nominal
or of little account.

You will note the circumstance upon her papers if requested; and, in all cases,
immediately report the facts to your own Government, that they may be communicated
to the Government of the country to Which the suspected vessel belongs.

The United States,1n stipulating to keep a squadron on the coast of. Africa, meant to
give to England and all the world an assurance of her determination and ability to protect
her own flag against abuse, and thus remove all pretext for any interference with it by
other nations.

England accepted this stipulatiOn as satisfactory so far as she was concerned, and
therefore she has no reason, and I trust no wish, toinvade thefights of the United States ‘
in that respect. I advert to the subjeet here onlyto put you in possession of the views of
your own Government for your guidance1n forming such arrangements as you may find it
convenient to make for co-operation with British cruizers. I would consider it highly
desirable that a vessel of each nation should, as far as possible, oruize in company with a
vessel of the other, so that each might be1n a condition to prevent abuse of the flag of its
own coun

In thisway all just ground of difl'erence or cellision would be removed, while the
harmonious co-operation oftwo Powers will go far to insure the fullaco0mplishment of
the common object1n the suppression of the Slave Trade.

It13 to be borne1n mind that while the United States- sincerely desire the supp1ess1on
of the Slave Trade and design to exert their power in good faith for the accomplishment
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of that object, they do not regard the shccess of their efforts as their paramonnt interest

nor as their particular duty. They are not prepared to sacrifice to It any of their rights as

an independent nation, nor will the object in view'justify the exposure of their own people

to injurious and vexatious interruptions in the prosecution of their Ianul pursuits. Great

caution is to be observed on this point.

 

No. 280.

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russellr—‘(Rece'iqu August 4.)

My Lord, Washington, July 21, 1859.

ON the 9th May last the French Minister and I, in execntion of instructions from our

respective Governments, addressed. notes to the Government of the United States, inviting

'it to issue to its cruizers Instructions identical with those' provisionally adopted by Great

Britain and France, in regard,to the verification of the nationality of merchant-vessels at

sea. , ' . ,

The, Secretary of State informed us, in reply, on the 12th May, that the United

States’ Government would prepare fresh Instructionsto its naval Officers with reference to

that subject, and would furnish us with a copy of them so econ as they should be issued.

I have to-day been informed, verbally, by General Caes, that the Instructions issued

in fulfilment of this promise are contained in the extract, of Which, and of the note which

accompanied it from the Secretary of State, copies were inclosed in my despatch to your

Lordship of the day before yesterday. I find that the same extract, accompanied

by a similar note, was commumicated to the French Charge d’Afi'aires.

The extract in question does in fact contain, among many other things, 'some

instructions nearly the same in substance, although .very far from identical in form, with.

those adopted by Great Britain and France with respect to the verification of the nationality

of merchant—vessels. I did not, however, when I transmitted the extract to your Lordship

the day before yesterday, understand that it contained the Instructions promised in reply

to the invitation of the British and French Governments. The note from General Cass,

which accompanied it, made no allusion to that invitation; and the form and contents of

the extract itself naturally led me to suppose that it was sent to me only in execution of

the promise contained in General Case’s unoflieial letter to me of the 7th July, to 5

communicate to me the general instructions to be given to the officers commanding the

vessels about to be added to the squadron on the Coast of Africa. ~
~ ‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) LYONS.

 

No. 281.

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—-(Receiued August 4.)

(Extract) ~ Washington, July 21, 1859.

GENERAL CASS told me this morning, that, in consequence of the conversations

I had had with him on the subject, he had caused inquiries to be made at the Navy

Department, respecting the steam-vessels about to be‘ added to the United States’

squadrons on- the Coasts of Cuba and Africa. He said the result had annoyed and disap-

pointed him, for these steam-vessels were by no means in such a state of forwardness as

he had thought. He was assured, however, by the Navy Department, that every exertion

should be used to equip them, and send them to their destination as soon as possible.

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a Memorandum Which was
given me, unofficially, by General Cass, and which contains a list of the vessels and an

estimate of the time still required to get them ready for sea. '

 

Inclosure in No. 281.

Memorandum of Vessels intendedfor the United States’ Squadron on the Cuban and'
, ' African Coasts.

FOR Coast of Africa :-—. ~ . ,
“ San Jacinto,” propeller. Sails this week from New York.
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“Mohican,” new steam-ship; at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Ready ,for her

crew in about six weeks. '

“Sumpter” and “ Mystic.” Say four weeks. At New York; propellers; light

draught. ‘ '

For Cuba :—- '
“ Fulton,” paddle; at Norfolk. Waiting for crew.

' “ Crusader,” at Philadelphia. Ready in about four weeks.

“ Wyandotte” and “ Mohawk,” at New York. Ready in about four weeks.

“ Waterwitch,” paddle-tender; at Norfolk. Ready in about two months.

th/.8,1859.
 

IJo.282L

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russ'ell.——(Received August 8.)

My Lord, ' ' Washington, July 25, 1859.

ON,the 22nd instant, in obedience to the instructions conveyed to me by your Lord-

ship’s despatch of the 8th instant, I read to General Cass the despatch addressed to

the Earl of Malmesbury by Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda on

the 5th of March last, with respect to the scandalous abuse made of the American

flag for Slave Trade purposes.
- I called General Cass’s particular attention totbe latter part of the despatch, from

which it appeared that although Mr. Gabriel had pointed out to the Officers of the United

.States’ squadron that the River Congo is the great slave-mart to Which vessels under the

American flag resort, no cruizer of theUnited States had entered that river for six months.

Further, I stated to General Cass that Her Majesty’s Government were most anxious to

learn when the steam-vessels destined to reinforce the United ‘States’ squadron on the

Coast of Africa would be despatched; and that Iwas instructed to urge that sailing—orders

'. should be given to them with the least possibledelay. Finally, Iasked the General to

give me, in writing, a statement of the number and force .of the vessels of which the

reinforcement was to be composed. ’ ’ . ‘ .» , _ , , _

General Cass observed, in reply, that of all the subjects Which he had to treat, this

question of the abuse made of the American flag by traders in slaves was the most annoy-

ing and the most perplexing. It was impossible, he» said, that any one could doubt that

the President and the present Administration .were sincerely and heartily desirous that this

' abuse should be efl'ectually suppressed. With this object, no less; than nine steamers

would be disPatched to reinforce the squadrons on the coasts of Africa and Cuba. He was

not prepared to admit that there had been any general laxity: on the part of the naval

officers of the United States. At any rate, a new Commander—in-chief had been appointed

to the squadron on the Coast of AI 'ca, and it was to be hoped that with the more

' efficacious means 'which that officer would have at his disposal, the abuse of the'American

flag would be entirely put a stop to. . , - '

General Cass concluded by saying that the information for which Her Majesty’s

Government wished respecting the steam—vessels about to be dispatched, was contained in

a paper. which he had given me the day before. 7 He had (as he had then told me) been

verymuch disappointed to find that these vessels were not in a more forward state ; but

the Navy Department had promised that every exertion should be made to equip them as

fast as possible. v , ‘ ,, ' ‘ _ ‘ 1 ' y Y

. 'The paper to which General Cass referred is that, a copy of which was inclosed' in

my despatch of the 2lst instant. I reminded the . General that» it did not_specify

the force of the steam-vessels,' and he promised, at my request, to procure and communicate

to me a further statement supplying this deficiency. ‘

In eXecution of this promise the General has sent me the paper of which I have the

honour to inclose a copy herewith. ' -
V I have, 820.

(Signed) LYQNS.
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Inelesure in No» 282.

LIST of VESSELS of the United States destined for the Coast of Africa. and Gulf of Mexico,
with number of guns, &c.

 

 

   
 

Name. Mechanical Power. '12:;an , Destination.

San Jaciute . . . Steam-px'opeller . . 17 Coast of Africa.
Mohican . . . . Ditto 7 Ditto.
Sumter . . . . Ditto 6 Ditto.
Mystic . . . . Ditto . . 6 Ditto.
Fulton . . . . Side—wheel steamer 5 Gulf of Mexico.
Crusader . .’ . . Steam propeller 6 Ditto.
Wyandotte . . . . Ditto 6 Ditto.
Mohawk . . . . Ditto . . 6 Ditto.
Waterwitch . . . . Side-wheel steamer 3 Ditto.

N0. 283.

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.-,-—(Recez'vecl August 27.)

(Extract) ' ' Washington, August 16,, 1859.
‘ - ON the 12th instant I communicated to General Cass verbally the substance of your

Lordship’s despatch of the 29th ultimo. I called his attention to the fact that the
Slave Trade was very greatly increasing, and was Carried on almost entirely under the
United States’ flag; and I beggedhim to bring to the notice of the proper authorities the
disadvantage which appeared to be caused by the omission in the Law of the United
States, or in the instructions given to their cruizers, of provisions to define what constitute
the fittingsof a slave-vessel. In conclusion I said that it was needless to add that Her
Majesty’s Government did not in any way question - the zeal or sincerity of the Govern-
ment of the United States in the matter of the suppression pf the Slave Trade, -

General Cass replied, that as to What fittings constituted such evidence of a vessel’s
being engaged in the Slave Trade as to warrant her capture, he thought it diflicult to lay
down precise rules beforehand, and was of opinion that a great deal must be left to the
judgment of the officers employed for the suppression of the Trade. With respect to the
earpest desire of the President and the present Administration effectually to put a stop to
the Traffic, there could, the General said, he no doubt. The' large proportion of their
navy employed, or on the point of being employed, for this purPOSe, was in‘itself a
convincing proof of this desire.

 

No. 284.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyonsq

(Extract) , Foreign Ofi'ce, August 29, 1859.
I TRANSMIT herewith for your Lordship’s information an extract of a letter from

Commodore Wise to the Commander-in—chief QfII-Ier Majesty’s naval forces on the African
station} reporting the circumstances under which the American brigantine “ Brownsville ”
was visited in the Congo river by a boat from Her Majesty’s ship ‘F Pluto.”

 

No. 285.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

' My Lord,- , , 4 ' Foreign Oj’ice, September 9, 1859.
WITH reference to mx despatch of the 29th July last, I transmit to your Lordship

‘hEI'EWIth, for your mformatlon, a copyvof e despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s

* Class A, No. 117.
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Commissioner at Loandaf reporting that the barque “ J. J. Cobb,” under, American

colours, had shipped a cargo of slaves in the neighbourhood of Loango, with which she

had sailed for Cuba. ‘ , v
I am, , &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 286'.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, v Foreign Ofice, September 9, 1859.

' I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith, for -your information; an extract of a

despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner“ in the Mixed British and
Portuguese Commission established at Loanda,’r containing information concerning the

Slave Trade carried on under the United States’ flag on the West Coast of Africa. during

the year 1858, and the baneful effect Which that Traffic has had upon the legitimate

commerce of the country. -
I am, &c.

(Signed) 'J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 287.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, ' Foreign Ofiice, September 9, 1859.
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith, for your information, the accOmpanying'".

copy of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner in the Mixed British
and Portuguese Commission established at Loandafi reporting'the arriVal at that place of ‘
the United States’ corvette “ Marion,” and stating What passed at an interview he had had
with her Commander. ‘ -

, , ‘ I am, &c. ‘ ‘ - '
(Signed) ' J. RUSSELL.

P.S.-'—-I inclose a copy of a further despatch from Mr. Gabriel,§ detailing the proceed-
ings'of Commander Brent, of the “ Marion,” in relation to the capture of the American
barque “ Orion ” and the American brig “Ardennes,” as well as to the detention and
subsequent release of the United States’ rbarque “ Emma Lincoln.” . ' i ‘

 

Lord .1. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, . ‘ Foreign Ofice, September 9, 1859.
I INCLOSEfi'or your Lordship’s information, copies of a correspondence between the

United States’ Minister and myself relative to the proceedings of Lieutenant Burton,
Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Triton,” in boarding and detaining the American
barque “ Orion,” which have formed the subject of complaint , on the part of the United
States’ Government. ' ' ' .

V : v i I am, &c. * '
'. (Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

Inclosure l ih No. 288.,

Mr. Dallas t’e‘Lordi’J. Russell.

My Lord, ' Léga’tion of the United States, London, August 29, 1859.
THE President has specially instructed me to bring to the notice of Her Majesty’s

Government, with a viewto inquiry, the following acts of misconduct alleged to have

'1 .Class A No. 53. + Ibid. No. 59.‘ 3; Ibid.,No. 60. § 1m, No. -s2.
CLASS B. , -
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been committed by Lieutenant Robert Heron Burton, Commander of the British war-

steamer “ Triton.” V . .

It would appear that, on the 2lst of January last, the Amerlcan ?barque “ Omen,”
Hanna, master, sailed from New York, bound for a trading voyage on the coast of Afnca ;
that on the 9th of April shewas boarded by Lieutenant Burton off Shark’s Point, Congo
riyer, and detained until the 19th of that month ; that her register and papers were exacted
by force, her flag, her captain, and crew, insulted ; and. that bribes were offered, publicly
and privately, at the instance of Lieutenant Burton, to 1ndtice the captaln and crew of the
“ Orion ” to throw her documents into the sea, and to deliver her up as a Spanish Vslaver.
It is stated, as one of the painful consequences of this proceeding, that Captain Hanna,
under the menaces, humiliation, and responsibilities to which he was subjected, died of a
broken heart. _ _ , , '

These incidents, if ultimately established, areso calculated to create angry feehng, and
to disturb the existing relations of the two countries, that no doubt is entertained 0f the
readiness with which Her Majesty’s Government would interpose to punish them and
prevent their repetition. V I have, therefore,to request that your Lordship will cause the
circumstances to undergo full investigation, with a view to the adoption of such measures
as the result may require.

 

I have, &0.
(Signed) G. M. DALLAS.

Inclosure 2 in No. 288.

LordJ. Russell to Mr. Dallas".

Sir ' Foreign Oflice, August 31, 1859.
, I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant,

stating that you have been instructed by the President to bring to the notice of Her
Majesty’s Government the misconduct of Lieutenant'Burton, Commander of Her Majesty’s
ship “Triton,” in boarding and detaining the American barque “ Orion,” off the African
coast in the month'Of April last. , . ,

I have the honour to acquaint you, in reply, that Her Majesty’s Government have
already received from Rear-Admiral Grey a full report on the transactions referred to in
your letter; and it appears that the Admiral, On being made acquainted With them, at once
intimated to Lieutenant Burton that he entirely disapproved his conduct; and it further
appears that the Admiral would have brought that officer to a court-martial for disobeying
the orders by which he was prohibited from interferingwith American vessels, if he had
been able to convene a suflicient number of officers to form the Court.

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have approved Admiral Grey’s proceed-
ings; and I instructed Lord Lyons, by the mail of the 26th instant,fto communicate to
General Cass the censure passed on Lieutenant Burton ; and I doubt not that the Govern-
ment of the United States will see, in the course adopted on this occasion, a further proof
of the determination of Her Majesty’s Government to__restrai11 their officers engaged in the
suppression of Slave Trade from any acts of Which the Government of the United States
would .have just reason to complain. ,

I think it'due, however, to Lieutenant Burton, to add, With reference 'to'that passage
in your letter in Which he is;aceuSed of tampering-with the mate and crew of the “ Orion,”
that it appears, from the correspondence which passed between Lieutenant Burton and the
Commander 0f the United States’ sloop ofwar “ Marion,” on the occason of the detention
‘of the “ Orion,” that Lieutenant Burton most emphatically denied that threats or intimida-
tion of any description whatever had been used by him, or by any of the officers belonging
to Her Majesty’s ship, to induce Captain Hanna, the master of the “Orion,” to give up

‘ his’ ship, or to destroy his papers or colours. '
I must also observe that whatever may be the character or destination under or for

which the “ Orion ” sailed from New York,’the information which Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment have received respecting her tends to show that she had been sold to parties in the
Havana, and was engaged on a slave-trading venture when she was detained by Her
Majesty’s ship “Triton ;” and this information is corroborated by the result of the
examination of the “ Orion’s” cargo made by Captain Brent, the Commander of the
“Marion,” .for it was then ascertained that the “ Orion” had on board tWolarge slave-
eoppers, a complete 'slave-deck, a ground tier of water (about 4,000 gallons), a great
quantity of extra water-casks, and other articles, and a large quantity of medicines which,
in the opinion of the Surgeon of’ the “ Marion,” were suited to meet the requirements of
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a numerous party of slaves, and which might be safely admixfistered by persons who had

not received a. professional education. . _ , .

Her Majesty’s Government, however, deeply regret that any interference With the

American flag calculated to disturb the friendly relations which subsist between Her

Majesty and the United States should have taken place,
I am, 8w.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 289.

Lord J; Russell? to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, . . Foreign Oflice, September 16, 1859.

THE communications from Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, of' which copies

have been sent to your Lorétship, will enable you to point out to the Government of the

United States the difficulty which attends the operations. of the American vessels"cruizing

for the suppression 'of the Slave Trade, in consequence of the want of authority similar to

that contained in the Equipment Article of the Treaties between Great Britain and other

Powers, by Which they would be able to treat as being engaged in the Slave Trade any

American vessels having on board such things as are usually found in vessels so engaged.

If the Government of the United States earnestly desire the suppression of the Slave

Trade, they should call the attention of Congress to this serious defect in their legislation

upon this subject. . , ;

. We do not propose, of course, any negotiation or Convention other than the subsisting

Treaty. » ,
, I am, &c. .

(Signed): J. RUSSELL.

 

'Noy. 1290‘. ’

Lord J. Russell ta-Lordl/ytms.

My .Lord, Foreign Ofice, October 7, 1859.

I INCLOSE herewith, for your 'Lprdship’s information, a. copy of a despatch and

of ,its inclosure, from Mr. Bunch; Her Majesty’s Consul at Charleston,* relative to the

‘ importation of negroes intothe United States. -

 

, I am, '&c. .
(Signed) J. RUSSELL:

N0. 291.

Lord J. Russell to, Lord Lyme.

My Lord, ' Foreign afice, Octobtr 19, 4859.
. I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s'information,~a copy of a. letter and of its

inclosures, from the Admiralty,1~ reporting the circumstances under" Which the Arnerican

barque “ Isla de Cuba,” of‘ New York, was visited by Lieutenant Allingham, , of Her

Majesty’s ship “ Vesuvius ” in July last. ‘ -
t I am, &e. ,

(Signed) J., RUSSELL.

 

Ne; 292..

Lord; ‘J. Russell" to Lbrcl'Izyom.

Mnyord, . , _ Foreign Ofice, October. I9, 1859.

. . I TRANSMIT herewith, f0r~your Lordship’s i'nformatioma copy=of¥ a- letter and of

1ts-1nclbsures, from the'AdmiraltyJ' reporting the circumstances under: which the barque

* No. 327: ' 1 Class A, No. 125. ‘ . 3; me, No. 122.
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“ Star of the Eastfi’ under American colours, was boarded by a boat of Her Majesty’s ship
“ Vesuvius,” at Bahia Fonda in August last. '

 

I am, &c. »
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

No. 293.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, Foreign Ofl‘ice, October 19, 1859.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copy of a letter and of its

inclosures, from the Admiralty,* reporting the circumstances under which the .vessels
“ Memphis” and “ Ottawa,” under American colours, were boarded by Lieutenant Burton,
of Her Majesty’s steam—vessel ‘.‘ Triton ” in July last.

I likewise transmit a copy of a further letter, and of its zinclosures, from the Admiralty,

relative to the boarding of the “ Mmphis.”'r .
I am, &c. .

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 294.

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—,(Received October 25.)

(Extract) thlu'ngton, October 11, 1859.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th ultimo, I have the honour

to inclose a copy of a Memorandum which I have placed in the hands of General Cass,
for the purpose of calling the attention of the Cabinet of Washington to the defect of the
law, in not providing that the fact of an American vessel’s being evidently equipped for
the Slave Trade shall suffice to warrant her being treated as a. slayer by the United States’
crulzers.
 

Inclosure in No. 294.

Memorandum. .

THE operatious of the United States’ squadron employed for the suppression of the
Slave Trade appear to be seriously impeded by the want of definite authority to regard
the discovery of articles usually found only on board vessels engaged in that unhallowed
Traffic as sufficient ground for treating as a slaver' (inabsence of proof to the contrary),
the vessels on board of which the discovery is made.

Among the articles which have been considered as affording primd facie evidence that
the vessel on board of which they are diseovered, is destined to be employed in the Slave,
Trade, the following may be enumerated :—

I-Iatches With open gratings, instead of the close hatches usual in merchant-vessels ;
Divisions or bulk-heads in the hold or on deck, in greater numbers'than are necessary

“for vessels engaged in lawful trade ; " '
Spare plank fitted for being laid down as a second or slave-deck ;
Shackles, belts, or handcuffs; * ,
A larger quantity of water, in casks or in tanks, than is requisite for the consumption

of the crew of such vessel, ; I
_ An extraordinary number‘of water-casks or other receptacles for holding liquid, unless
1t be proved that such casks or other receptacles are destined Only to hcld palm-oil, or for
other purposes of lawful commerce;

A greater quantity of mesS-tubs or beds than are requisite for the use of the crew ;
A boiler or other cooking apparatus, larger or capable of being made larger than is

reqmsrte for the use of the crew, or more than one boiler or other cooking apparatus of
the ordinary size; ' . ' ' '

An extraordinary quantity of rice, of the flour of Brazil, manioc 0r cassida, commonly
called “ farina,” or of maize or of Indian. corn, or of any other. article of ..food beyond the

* Class A, No. 123; + Ibid., No.121.~
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probable wants of the crew, unless such extra quantity shall appear on the manifest as

forming part of the trading cargo of the vessel ; 1

A quantity of mats or matting greater than is necessary for the use of the vessel,

unless such mat or matting be entered on the manifest as forming part of the cargo ;

An extraordinary quantity of medicines, of a nature suited to the requirements of

slaves, and admitting of being safely administered by men not skilled in the medical}

profession. ' ' 1 ‘ 7

It is understood, however, that the laws of the United States, as well as the instruc-

tions issued to the officers in command of their cruizers, are silent as to the nature or

description of articles which are to be considered as evidence of the employment in the

Slave Trade of the vessel on board of which they are found, and that consequently much

difliculty is experienced by those oflicers in interfering with vessels not having slaves

" actually on board. '
It would appear, therefore, extremely important, with a view to rendering the means

employedhy the United States for the suppression of the Slave Trade really efi'ective, that

the attention of Congress should be called to this serious defect in the legislation _ on the

subject.
Ottober 10, 1859.3

 

No. 295.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, _ Foreign Ofice, November 4, 1859.

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a. copy of a letter from the Commander

of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” which has been' communicated to me by the Aamiralty,

reporting his having boarded the brigantine “ Lillie Mills,” under American colours.*

 

, I am, 8m.
(Signed) J . RUSSELL.

No. 296.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons: L. ‘ Y

My Lord 5 ' Foreign Ofice, October 31, 1859.

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying extracts of ailetter

from Commodore Wise, which has been communicated to me by the Admiralty,1' contain-

ing information relative to the captures of ' slave-vessels recently made by Her Majesty’s

cruizers on the African coast, and also reporting the boarding of several slave-Vessels

under American colours.
, Lam, &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 297.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, ' 1 . . Foreign Oflice, November 16, 1859.

I TRANSMIT toyour Lordship, herewith, copies of two letters : one ‘from Commo-

dore Wise, reporting that he had caused the American ship “ Rebecca,” of New Orleans,

to be boarded in LondinO'Bay'on the 4th of September last, for the purpose of ascertain:

ing her nationality ; the other_from Commander Fitzroy, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Falcon,”

reporting the circumstances under which he had ordered the vAmeriCan brigantine

‘.‘ J. Harris,” of New York,'to be visited by two oflicers’ from Her Majesty’s ship under his

command; : , , ' ‘ , ' _

You will see that, in the case of , the “Rebecca,” the master of that vessel did not

hesitate to avow that he had come 'to the African coast for the purpose of shipping a. cargo!

of slaves. , v - - ' '

This vesselis stated to belong to the notorious slave-trading firm- of Pratts, Pujols,

* Class A, No.128. + Ibid., No. 126. H 1: Ibid., No. 131.
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and Co'.,- of‘ New Orleans, who were the- owners also of the “ Brownsville,” a brig under .
American colours that landed a cargo of slaves a short time since in Cuba. ,

In the case of the brigantine “ J. Harm's,” the slaves destined to form her cargo were
already on the beach, ready to be shipped. . '

I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of these reports m a note to
General Cass, and in doing so you will say that Her Majesty’s Government cannot but
lament to see the American flag so prostituted.

' I am, 836. *
(Signed) ‘ J. RUSSELL.

 

Inclosure l in No. 297.

Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Vesumhs,” Killoo’, September 5, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to report "the boarding, at 7 RM. on the 4th instant, of the

American ship “ Rebecca,” of New Orleans, Which was erroneously stated to have shipped
at Mayumba on the 28th July last. ‘ v

The inelosed boarding oflicers’ report will give you the history of the ‘,‘ Rebecca,” to
which I have only to add that she was detained by the United States’ Marshal for one day
at New Orleans, but released for want "of proof of being engaged in the Slave Trade.
Subsequently sailed from thence with the emancipated slavee of the lateMr. McDonough,
of New Orleans, Who were landed, in execution of his will, as emigrants at Monrovia.
The “Rebecca” has since visited Mayumba, and, is now abeut to proceed to the Congo.
Her master, Mr. Carter, apparently an Englishman, has the efl‘rontery to acknowledge hen
intention of shipping slaves, knowing that Her Majesty’s cruizers have no power to molest
him. - ' v ‘ "

= The “ Rebecca ” is Spanish property, belonging to the Spanish house of PrattS', Pujol,
and Co., of New Orleans, who also owned the “ Bronsm'llefi’ which lately escaped with a
cargo of slaves from the Congo. ‘

There is now no check‘on the Slave Trade under the American flag, and little risk of
capture; consequently, as a rule, instead of worthless bfigaiitines, &c., large and valuable
elipper-built ships are daily arriving.

The “ Rebecca’” is one of the swiftest sailing-veSsels afloat, and her master showed
several runs ofmore than 240 miles in 24 hours laid down upon the chart.

' I have, &c.. '
(Signed) CHAS. WISE.

 

Inclosure 2 in ”No. 297.

Boarding Oflz‘cefsi Repert.

“ Vesuvius,” ofi' Killqo, September 5,' 1859.
_ THE Undersigned, agreeably with your. orders, proceeded, at 7 P.M. of the 4th of

September, to ascertain the nationality of a ship-rigged vessel anchored in Londino Bay,
and having no flag flying. . V

By inspection of her register (which we believe to be correct), she proved to be the
“ Rebecca” of New Orleans, 534 tons, ship-rigged, owned by the Spanish house of Pratts,
Pujol, and 00., of New Orleans, and commanded bya Mr. Carter,Iwho. is-apparently an
Englishman. V '

The master of the f‘ Rebécca ”did not conceal his intention of shipping slaves; said
he would first proceed to the Congo, and supposed Her Majesty’e cruizers would keep a
sharplook—out for him. ‘ - V

, The “'Bronsville ’*~ belongs to his owners, and he was- much: pleased to heard her
. escaPe, in June last, with a cargo of slaves.

.(Signed): W. G» ALRICH, Master;
HENRY CAMPION, Paymaster.
WM. BOND RISK, Secretary.,
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‘ InclosurefiiinTNo. 297.

Lieutenant Simpson 'to Commodore Wise.

Sir, , a ' _ “Pluto,” of Londino, September 4, 1859.

HEREWITH I beg to inclose the boarding oflicers’ report of having this day boarded,

‘ the American ship “Rebecca,” T. Carter, master, T. Pratt, of New Orleans, owner. Her

register proving correct, she was not detained or molested; but I have reason to believe

she has come on the coast for slaves, as she is bound to the Congo, and‘the master refused

to state what his cargo consisted of, or to whom it was consigned. . .

No complaint was made by the master, or any other, person on board, nor did the

master require any notation made in his log. .

Myreason for boarding her was, on account of her standing in for the land at Londino;

and knowing she had been standing on and off the land for the last month without any

apparent object. - ‘ - . » , , _ ~
I have, &c.

(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 297'.

Boarding Oflicers’ Report.

“ Pluto,” of Loudino, September 4, 1859.

‘ AT 1215, in latitude 5° 10’ south,» longitude 11° 45’ east, boarded the American ship

“ Rebecca,” T. Carter, master; owner, TrPratt, of New Orleans. Examined her register,

and finding it correct, did not detain or molest her. .

No complaint was made by the master, or any other person on board, nor was any

notation required to be made in her log, ‘ ‘

(Signed) ' C. H. SIMPSON, Lieutenant and Commander.
WM. HAY, Assistant Paymaster, in charge.

 

No. '298.

Lord .7. Russell to Lord Lyons. _

My Lord, - Foreign Oflice, November 16, 1859.

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from the Commander

of Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer ” to the Seeretary to the Admii‘altyfi‘6 reportingéthe circum-

stances under which he boarded the American barqu “ Star of the East "’ 011? the African

coast, on the 23rd of July last. . , ‘ '

 

I am, 8:0. ~*
(Signed) ' , J. RUSSELL.

No. 299.

Lord J. Russell fo Lord'Lg/ons.

(Extract.) Fareiga 017m, November198,91859.
- I TRANSMIT to your Lordship, herewith, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Burton,

commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” to the Secretary to the Admiraltyd‘ reporting

his having boarded the American ship “ Emily,” fOr the purpose of _ ascertaining her

nationality. ‘ ' ' ‘ 1 ' ‘
It will be right that the United States’ Government should be made acquainted with

the fact of the» numerous vessels under American colours that are now hovering off the V

Africancoast, with no other object in view than to ship slaves: and I have, accordingly, '

to instruct you to take an opportunity of verbally acquainting General Cass with the suspi-

cions entertained. withmgard to the “ Emily,” and to the other vessels under the American

flag that have been recently visited by British cruizers. .

 

* Class A, No. 134. i 1‘ Ibid., No. 135.
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No. 300. ,

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, » Foreign Ofiee, November 18,1859.
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship, herewith, copies of a letter amI its inclosures‘fyom

Commodore Wise,* relative to the apathy which appears to .characterlze. the proceedmgs
of the Commander of the United States’ ship-of-war “ Vmcennes ” 1n regard to the
suppression of the Slave Trade by vessels sailing under Ameriéan colours; and I have to
instruct you to communicate the substance of . these reportsg to the Umted States" Govern-
ment. ' —

 

I amz &c..
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

No. 301..

Lord'J. Russell to Lord‘L‘yons.

My‘Lord, Foreign 017%, November 19', 1859‘. ,
WITH reference to my despatch of the 16th of {September last, I inclose, for

your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from ReaIr-Admiral the Honourable Sir
F. W. Grey.1- calling attention to the necessity of greater powers being furnished to the
Commanders of United States’ cruizers for detaining and sending for trial vessels 'under the
United States’ flag equipped for the Slave Trade.

‘ ‘ I am, &c. - _,
(Signed) ‘ J . RUSSELL.

 

No. 302.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons,

My Lord, v ‘ Foreign Ofice, November 19, 1859.
IN my despatch of the 4th instant I transmitted to your Lordship a copy of a

letter from Commodore Wise, reporting the capture by British cruizers of several vessels
equipped for the Slave Trade, and amongst them the . schooner “ Stephen H. .Townshend”
was mentioned, which up to the time of her capture had been flying American colours.

A I now inclose, for your information, a copy of a .lettei; from the Commander of Her
Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” reporting the particulars of the capture ofthis vesseld: . ,

 

‘ ' I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

No. 304.

Lorch. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, 1 Foreign Ofiice, December 2; 1859.
_I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying copies of letters

from thelCommander of Her Majesty’s ship ‘F Archer,” reporting the circumstances under
which he had captured two Vessels fully equipped for the Slave Trade, the “ Lillie Mills.”
and, “ Eloisa,” which had'been previously met with under, American colours.

, , I am, 810.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

4* CIaseA, No.136. , ‘ 1* 1m, No. 139. ' 1 lbid.,No.137.
§ Ibid., Nos. 141 and 142., V
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No. 305.

Lord J. Russell to Lard Lyons;

My Lord, ‘ , Foreign Oflice, December 9, 1859.-

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from

Commodore Wise, the senior officer in command of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the

African Coast)“ inciosing a copy of a letter addressed by him to Commander Calhoun, of

the United States’ sloop of war “Portsmouth,” expressing his satisfaction at the capture

by that officer of the slaver “ Emily,” under the American flag, and acqflainting him with

the nature of theorders which he had given for the co-operation of British officers With

the commanders of United States’ cruizers in the suppression of the Slave Trade.

Your Lordship will take an opportunity of acquainting General Ca‘ss with the tenour

of the instructions issued by Commodore Wise to the [commanders of British cruizers.
, I am, 8w.

(Signed) J . RUSSELL.

 

No. 306.

Lord .L Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, ' . Foreign. Oflice, December”, 1859. V.

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying copies of a note

and its inclosures addressed on the 12th of April last by Mr. Dallas, the United States’

Minister at this Court, to my predecessor in office, and also a copy of »my reply to

Mr. Dallas, relative to the capture and destruction of the brigantine “ Rufus Soul ” by one

of Her Majesty’s cruizers off the African Coast in the month of October 1858.
j . . I am, 810.

(Signed) J.~ RUSSELL.

.1

' Inclosure 1 in No. 306. >

Mr. Dallas to the Earl of Malmesbm‘y;

My Lord, . Legatt'on of the United States, London, April 12, 1859.

AT the interview with which I was honoured on the 14th day of March last, I read

to your Lordship a despatch addressed to me by my Government, under date of the 13th

February, and, agreeably to instruction, left with you a copy thereof. ‘ ‘
Permit me to recall the following passage of that despatch.’ It relates to the alleged

manner in which British naval officers, cruizing upOn ' the WesternCoast of Africa, after

hoarding American merchantmen, have induced the masters of those Vessels to throw their

papers overboard :-—- ' .

“ Commodore Wise seems to be under the impression that this reprehensible practice is

now abandoned. The information received from our African squadron justifies a different

conclusion; and indeed the circumstances attending the capture of the ‘ Rufus Soule’,’ in

October last, as reported to the Navy Department, lead to the opinion that some such

means are yet resorted to, and with the same protection of the criminals against punish—

ment; for the crew of that vessel were landed upon the coast and suffered todepart. The

facts connected with the capture and burning of the vessel are very differently represented

by the American and British officers. The prOCeedings were attended with circumstances

so very reprehensible, if not clearly justified by the situation of the vessel, that I desire,

when the Reports from the Navy Department reach you, that you request an immediate
investigation of the transaction, and the adoption of such measures of redress and preven-
tion as, the state of the case may call for.”

In compliance with this injunction, I have now the honour to communicate to'your

Lordshipfa copy of the Report from the Navy Department of the United States in relation
to the seizure and burning of the “ Rufus Soule’” in the month of October last, and to

‘ impress, with the utmost deference, upon your Lordship, the expediency of causing to he
made the fully inquiry desired by Mr. Cass into all the circumstances of that transaction.

' ‘ ' ‘ 1am, 850.
(Signed) G. M. DALLAS.
 

‘ ‘ ClasaA No. 143
Cmss B.- ' >’
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Inclosure 2 in No. 306.

Commander Totten to the Secretary to the Navy.

Sir, “ Vincennes,” December 1‘0, 1858.
I HAVE the honour to forward to the Navy Department the accompanying papers in

relation to the capture and destruction by fire of the “ Rufus Soule’,” a brigantine under
American colours, by Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Viper,” on or about the ] 1th or
12th of October, 1858. .

As I am not to meet with Flag Ofl‘icer Conover before the latter part of February,
and supposing it important that the facts, as appearing in these papers, should be commu-
nicated to the Department as early as possible, I forward copies of a Report I have
prepared for the Commander—in-chief on this station.

I trust that my reasons for this direct communication will appear sufficient to the
Honourable the Secretary of the Navy.

_ I have, &C.
(Signed) B. J. TO’ITEN.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 306.

Commander Totten to Flag Oficer Conover.

Sir, “ Vincennes,” Waist Coast of Africa, December 10, 1858.
I HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying papers, in relation to the capture

and destruction by, fire of an American brig, the “ Rufus Soule’,” in the vicinity of Banda
Point. by Her Britannia Majesty’s steamer “ Viper,” Lieutenant Commanding Hodgkinson,
on the evening of the 11th and the morning of' the 12th of October, 1858,.

I was approaching the anchorage ofi' Cabenda, in this vessel, on the morning of
October 14th, and, seeing a steamer coming out from the direction of Cabenda, Which I
supposed to bean English cruizer, I shortened sail and hove-to, to show that I Wished to
communicate, also making a signal, as established between the two squadrons. As she
came near to us, I found her to be the “ Viper,” and, expressing a wish to communicate,
I went on board. ‘

The Commander of the “ Viper ” showed me his log in relation to the capture of the
“Kate Ellen,” Which corresponded precisely With the statement I had obtained from theofficer in charge of that vessel when I met her at sea on her way to Sierra Leone.

On the afternoon of the same day (October 14th) I anchored off Cabenda, and, onthe 16th, I received a. note from a person on shore, Who stated that he and anotherAmerican citizen had been landed at that place by the ‘? Viper,” and aiso all the crew ofthe American brig “ Rufus Soule’,” which vessel had been eaptured by the “ Viper.”. I sent an officer on shore the next morning to bring the two Americans 03' to theShlp. The headman of the place (Franco) being absent, his son refused to allow them to
leave the shore. I immediately got this ship under weigh, ran close in, and sent a partyof fifty meni under command of Lieutenants West and Braine, With orders to bring themgfi‘ to the shlp. By sunset the party had returned. bringing off both of the men, with theiraggage. ‘

. The accompanying statements made by these men, examined separately, and swornto 1n my presence, an'd corresponding so closely, presented to my mind a case of such grossoutrage 0n the American flag, and irregular conduct on the part of the Commander of theEnghsh c1:uizer, that I felt it my duty to return at once towards Loanda in hopes ofmeeting With yop or- of falling in With, there or on the passage, the steamer “Viper” (herCommander hevmg informed me that he was bound direct for that place\ to ask a state-mentor exglanation from him. I was also induced to this course by the following consi—deratlons, V1Z.I—
. It appeared t9 me strange that the Commander of the “ Viper,” having on board of 'hlS vessel at the tune I visited him the captain of the “ Rufu-SI Soule’,” and the captureand (iestructlon of that vessel having only occurred two or three days previously, shouldnot, if he felt that-lt had been a lawful or justifiable capture, have communicated thefact to me: You W111 see, by the statements of these men (viz., William Peterson andPeter Cordina), that the “Rufus Soule’” was captured on the 11th of October, burned onthe same nlght. The men were landed at Cabenda on the 14th, on the afternoon of' whichday I met and communlcated With the “Viper;” and also, in reply to my inquiry “ if
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' there were any suspicious vessels on the coast,” that, with this case fresh1n his memory,
the Commander of the “ Viper” should have stated that “ there were none.”

The facts also, as contained in the statements of these men, appear to me strongly
corroborative of a rumour which has been for some time current, viz.., knowing that the

United States have never conceded to England the right to capture, or evento search,

vessels while having the American flag, however strongly appearances may be that they are .
not legal traders, that improper threats are made, and strong inducements held out to the

captains of these vessels to haul down their flags and destroy their papers.
The fact, as stated by both of these men, that the papers of the “Rufus Soulé” were

demanded and examined on three separate occasions by the officers of the “ Viper,”
‘ aflbrds strong presumptive evidence that they were in all respects correct. .

And also the fact that the captain of the “ Rufus Soule’,” and the three passengers,
were taken care of, while the crew, including the chief mate and another seaman, both
claiming Ame1ican p1otection, were landed at a native toWn in a destitute condition, with
all the horrors of coast—fever and starvation before them,1mpresses me Very strongly with
a Suspicion that such a course as is stated above was taken by the Commander of the

, “Viper ” on this occasion. N01 does it matter whetherthe “ suggest1on was made by
him personally, or by the oflicer who accompanied him.

Whethe1 these English cruizers are justified in forcibly “taking intow ” vessels
carrying the American flag to drive the captains to haul down their flags—asIS satisfac-
torily proved that they have done on previous occasions,-—or to use anythreats for the
same purpose; or whether the captors of. a vessel which was visited while having the
American flag flying, and which flag was subsequently hauled down in consequence of
unjustifiable threats or unwai'rantable inducements, have a legal right to destroy such
vessel before she is condemned by a proper tribunal, is a matter which I respectfully,
submit to your consideration.

I beg leave, however, to refer you to certain passages in “ Kent’s Cominentaries of
the Laws of Nations,” vol. i, Lecture 5:~—

Page ]08: “ When a prize is taken at sea, it must be brought with due care into
some convenient port for adjudication by a competent Court.”

Page 109: “ Some Marine Ordinances, as those of Louis XIV, and of Congress during
the American War, made twenty—four hours’ quiet possession by the enemy the test of
title to capture."

Again, page 109: “ But by modern usage of nations, neither the twenty-four hours’
possession, nor the bringing the prize infra prwsidz'a (within jurisdiction),1s sufficient to
change the property in the case of maritime capture. A judicial inquiry must pass upon
the case, and the present enlightened practice of commercial nations has subjected all such
captures to the scrutiny of judicial tribunals, as the only sure way to furnish proof that the
seizure was lawful,” 8111.

Again, page 110:“ Until the capture becomes invested with the character of prize,
by sentence of condemnation, the right of property is in abeyance, or in a state of legal
sequestration. It cannot be alienated or disposed of, but the possession of it by the:
Government of the captor is a trust for the benefit of those whomay be ultimately
entitled.”

This salutary rule, and one so necessary to check irregular conduct and individual
out1age, has been long established in the English Admiralty, and is now everywhere
recognized as the law and practice of nations.

After a short passage of four and a—half days, I arrived at Loanda onFriday, the 22nd,
and I found Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “Viper” there at anchor. I immediately
sent to the Commander of said vessel a communication (a copy of which is herewith
inclOsed). 011 the afternoon of the 23rd I received a reply, a copy of Which1s herewith
f01waided, while reading which I was informed by the oflicer of the deck that the
“ Viper” was getting under weigh. I immediately sent a boat, with a second communig
cation ve1y hastily prepared; and as the “V1per was already standing out of the
harbour, I made a signal that I wished to communicate. Although my signal was.
answered, and the boat from this vessel must have been seen pulling so as to head her ofl‘,
the “ Viper’ was not hove-tc until our boat was near to her. To which communication
the Commander of the “ Viper” returned a verbal reply, that he was in a hurry to get
on his station ofi' Snake’s Head; that he ought to have been there before, and that he
would reply tome by the first convenient opportunity;

I considered that the Commander of the “Viper” was somewhat remiss inoflicial
courtesy, in not making the usual visit to this vesse1,either1n person, or by one of his
oficers, particularly as I had visited him previously on the 14th off Cabinda. This,
however, may have been owing to his being occupiedin preparing for sea.
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I had not .been as explicit in my first communication to Lieutenant-Commanding

Hodgkinson as I might have been, because it was my intention that the correspondence on

my part should only evince a desire for a full and plain statement of: facts from hlm:

hence I had reason to be much surprised, and not at all satisfied With his reply ; tar

although he professed to have answered me as frankly as possible, “ and m the same spirit

as shown in your [my] letter,” I failed to receive from him any statement (as I had

requested) of the circumstances of the capture and destruction of the “ Rufus Soule’,” and

while my communication was plainly asking for information, his reply was as plainly

withholding it. . _
As I was getting under weigh from Loanda, on the morning of the 26th, Mr. WIIIIS,

the United States’ Commercial Agent, sent on board, for my perusal, a letter he had just
received from Kinsembo, a part of which (relating to the capture and destruction of the

“Rufus Soule’fi’ and containing a‘ statement made by Captain Anderson) I copied, and
herewith forward; ‘ i

I arrived, and anchored ofl' Ambriz on the 29th, and‘ remained there until the evening
of the next day, with the hope of meeting the flagship “ Cumberland” (as I was led to
expect by the American Consul at Loanda) ; but as so much time had elapsed, I did not

feel at liberty to remain longer. .
On the 3lst I found the ‘F Viper ” at anchor ofl‘ Snake’s Head, and I anchored near to

her, when I received a communication from her Commander and returned a reply, copies
of which are herewith forwarded. .

This, as the previous communication from the officer in Command of the “ Viper,” I
did not consider such as I had a right to expect, and as he evidently evinced a determina—
tion to withhold from me, as much as possible, a fair and, full statement of the circum-
stances attending the capture of the “ Rufus Soule’,” I thought it advisable (and not for the
reasons stated in his letter), under the circumstances, to db as-he suggested, viz., to refer
the matter to high authority.

It cannot be necessary to point out to you the very strange inconsistencies in the last
reply of Lieutenant—Commanding Hodgkinson, dated 26th October.

From all I can gather by'the accompanying statements (and they bear strongly the
impress of truth), the certain surveys and formalities, referred to by the Commander of the
‘f Viper,” consisted merely in three separate examinations of the papers, unwarrantable
threats, and other irregular conduct on the part of the captors, to intimidate Captain
Anderson, which resulted in his hauling down, or allowing them to haul down, and throw

overboard, the American flag. , >
I .By information from the English Consul at Havana, lists of all vessels sailing from
Cuba for the coast of Africa are forwarded to the English cruizers, and if they meet with
one mentioned on the list, she is at once treated as a slaver, and though wearing the
American flag, and possibly an honest trader, is subjected to detention, threats, and other
annoyances. ‘ -

Whether the “Rufus Soule’” was engaged in the Slave Trade or not, is not the
question. She wore the American flag, which was hauled, down under a threat; and her
destruction before a judicial condemnation, and the careful separation of her captain,
passengers and crew, removed all reliable evidence of her legal or illegal character, except
what may be obtained from the statements of the captors, who have the strong induce-
ments of pnze-money to bias their minds and invalidate their testimony.-
. It IS possible that I may have taken a wrong view of this case, but I can see nothing
in the whole matter, as contained in the foregoing, to warrant the summary proceeding of
the ofiicer 1n command of Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Viper.” '

' . I have, &c.
(Signed) J. B. TOTTEN.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 306.

Declarations.

1, PETER CORDINA, aged 29 years, of my own free will, do solemnly swear that
Iwas born 111 England; am a seaman by profession. My parents brought me toNew
York,_ m the United States, when I was about six years old. I have been sailing in
American vessels, out of the ports of the United States, for the last sixteen years—some-
times _1n English yessels. .I have never been naturalized as an American; I have had an
American protectlon for sixteen years, which I got in New York; I have always considered
myself, and hailed for, an American citizen. I had not time to bring all my things from
the brig, and my protection was in her when she was burned. ‘
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. I shipped for the American brig “ Rufus Soule’,” Captain Anderson, at Matanzas, on

the 9th of July, as a foremast—hand, at 20 dollars per month; she sailed on the 10th, as I

understood, for Fernando P0. The first land we sighted was the‘ Cape de Verde Islands, and

the next land we made was the African coast, near to Banda Point; the day I‘ do not

recollect—I think it was Sunday. It fell calm in the evening, and we let go an anchor;

at daylight we got under way, and were boarded in about one or two hours by an English

boat ; after the boat left us we commenced heating to the southward ; soon after we saw a

steamer coming towards us; about the middle of the day the steamer was near us, and

sent a boat on board; the Captain of the steamer “ Viper,” and another oflicer with him ;

they asked for the papers and mustered the crew, and questioned us all about where we

belonged. I was at the wheel, and heard the Captain of the “Viper ” tell Captain

Anderson that he would give him one hour to make his mind up, and if he did not deliver

the vessel up he would take us in tow; and then the Captain of the “ Viper” returned on

board his vessel, leaving the other officer on board. Some time after, about half-an-hour,

the order was given by the English to open the hatches ; I then saw, for‘ the first time, that

our flag had been hauled down. -
The English oflicer then waved with-his handkerchief to the “ Viper,” and the captain

of the steamer came on board. The hatches were then opened. He then ordered us to

get our clothes ready to go on board the steamer. We were then all sent on board the

steamer. ' Afterwards, they brought on board from the brig all her sails and small

stores. ' -
The brig was set on fire about 7 in the evening, and was burning all night. In the

morning several shots were fired at her from the “ Viper ” before she went down»
I heard it said by some of the crew of the V“ Viper,” that she was burned because they

had no men to send away in her, and that they had orders to burn one out of every three-
vessels which were taken. ,

The “ Viper ” got under way in the forenoon, and the afternoon of the same day we
fell in with the English Commodore in a steamer. The Captain of , the “.Viper ” went on
board, and afterwards the order was given for Captain Anderson and the three passengers
to go on board. After about half-an-hour the Captain of the “ Viper ” returned, bringing
Captain Anderson back with him. We then started off, , leaving ' the three Spanish
passengers on board the Commodore’s ship. We were tben told that we were going to he
landed at Cabenda. - * ‘ ' '

We arrived at Cabenda on Wednesday evening the 13th, and we were landed at-
daylight on the beach the next morning, and the boat returned to thevessel leaving us

there. , ‘ ‘ = -

I had two and a-half dollars, which were taken from me when the brig was taken and

were returned to me when they landed us on the beach." I believe all the rest of the men
had a little money which was taken away, and returned to them as mine had been. No
provision was made for our support. If the “ Vincennes ” had not come in,‘ I don’t know
how we could have lived after we had' sold all our clothes. We heard , that the “ King
Franco ” was going to send us all in a launch to the Congo.

I told the English officers that I was an American citizen, and was- sick. The chief
mate lived with me in the upper part of the King’s house, the rest of the‘men lived in
the lower part.

\Ve were boarded three times by the “ Viper’s ” boats; the first time was'the’day we.
made the land. The second time was about three weeks afterwards, and the last time was
the day after, when we were taken, and- the brig burned. f

. ' (Signed) PETER CORDINA.
Witnesses to signature: '

(Signed) J. W. A. NICHOLSON, U.S.N.
WM. C. WEST, Lieutenant, U.S.N.

 

The above-named persbn, Peter Cordina, appeared before me this 20th day of
October, in the year of our Lord 1858, and _ made oath to the truth Of the foregoing, and
his signature was witnessed in my presence. . i ,

(Signed) B. J. TO'ITEN, Commander, US.N.
“ Vincennesfi’ October 20, 1858. . , , a

 

I, WILLIAM PETERSON, aged 37 years, of my own free will do solemnly swear
that I was born in Sweden. Am a seaman by profession. 'I have been Te‘s’ifling in the
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United States since 1836, and have sailed from there in American trading vessels. I was

naturalized an American citizen in New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, in the year
1844. I have a wife and children now living in New Orleans, which I consider my place
of residence.

I shipped for the “Rufus Soule’,” Captain Thomas Anderson, at Matanzas, Cuba, on
July 10, 1858, and sailed on the same day in her in the capacity of chief mate, under- ,
standing that we were bound direct for Fernando Po, and to touch afterwards at one or
more ports on the African coast. Our cargo consisted of 100 barrels of aguardiente, some
beef, pork, two or three boxes of tobacco, two or three boxes of dry goods, 75 water-casks
of 100 and 120 gallons each, filled with salt water, a quantity of lumber, about 100 sacks
of rice, each weighing about 200‘ lbs. «.

I am very sure there was no money in the vessel. We had three passengers

(Spaniards) on board.
The first land we made, after leaving Matanzas, was a little to the southward of Banda

Point, abreast of Kilor river. We were then boarded by the boats of the “ Viper,” and
our papers examined. We then attempted to beat dOWn towards the Congo river, the
passengers wishing to go there; after beating about twenty days, we again made Banda
Point. On October 10th, at l P.M., we anchored about five miles to the northward of
Banda Point, and about 4 in the morning we got under way, and at daylight we saw a
boat approaching us, which boarded us ; the boat had English colours, and we had

American colours at our peak. The captain told the English officers that we were bound
to Fernando Po. He showed his papers at the same time. The English boat then
left us. ‘ ,

The Spanish passengers then made disturbance in the vessel because the captain
intended to go to Fernando Po instead of the Congo. The captain then hauled by the
wind to beat down to the Congo river.

It was about 11 A.M., we were then standing in-shore, when the English steamer-of—
war “Viper” hove in sight, standing for us; about 1 PAM” the steamer ordered us to
heave~to. They then lowered a boat, and the captain of the “ Viper” and another officer
come on board, and demanded our papers. This was the third time they had examined
our papers. He (the English captain) then said to Captain Anderson, “ I am going to
take you as a prize. If you will not give the vessel up willingly, I will take you in tOWi”
At this time the American flag was flying at our peak. The English captain then left us
and returned to his steamer. There was then only the English ofl‘lcer; Captain Anderson,
and the helmsman on the poop. I had gone down on the main~deck. Immediately after,
the order was given by the English oflicer to open the hatches. I then looked aft and saw
that the colours had been hauled down; I do not know by whom. The English then
anchored their own vessel, the “ Viper,” and also anchored our vessel.

The English captain had gone to his own vessel, but returned again immediately, when
he ordered me and the passengers to take all our things out of the cabin. He overhauled
them all as they were passed out, except my trunk, looking apparently for money.

He then hailed the steamer, and ordered them to send‘ some boats and men on board.
He then took from our vessel some spare spars, all our sails, stores, viz., beef, flour and
bread, and all the small stores in the cabin, which he sent to the steamer. I then heard
him {the English captain) say that he had no officers or men to spare to send the brig
away, and that he was going to burn her. We were then all taken on board the steamer.
None of us were allowed to return to the brig for anything we had left, but our captain
(Anderson) was at liberty to go back and forth as, he pleased.

The brig was set on fire about twilight, and I think that Captain Anderson was on
board of' her with the English captain at the time that she was fired. This was on the
llth of October (sea time, the 12th). The brig was burning all night, and as she had not
gone down at daylight, the big gun forward on the “Viper ” was fired at her with shot
six or seven times, to sink her. She went down about 7 in the morning of the 12th..

The “ Viper” then got under-way, and in the afternoon of that day we fell in with
the English Commodore, I think in the steamer “ Vesuvius.” The captain of the “ Viper ”
went on board, and, on his return, took back to the flag-ship Captain Anderson and the
three passengers; then, after remaining on board the “Vesuvius ” about 'half—an-hour,
the captain of the “ Viper ” and Captain Anderson returned to the “Viper,” leaving the
three Spanish passengers on board the’ Commodore’s vessel. The captain of the “ Viper ”
then told me that he was going to land me at Cabinda, and When I told him that I did
not wish to be left in such a place as that, he said that he had orders to land me there,
and he would do so. I then begged him to put me in a boat, and let me get to the Congo
as well as I could, which he refused, threatening me that if I said anything more about it
he would land we abreast of the vessel where there was no one living. ’
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The steamer arrived at Cabinda on, I think, the 13th, about 8 P.M., and in the

morning at daylight they landed us, viz., myself and another American seaman, named

Peter Cordina, and seven foreigners, Portuguese and Spaniards, in one of their boats, on

the beach at the. foot of the town, and left us there.

I had a little money, which was in my trunk. but I do not believe any of the others

had. They were obliged to shift as they could, exchanging their clothes for fish and

whatever they could get. The other American seaman shared with me. The others

being able to speak with the natives, managed better than us.
The head-man, Franco,1et me and the other American stay in his house, and the

others in the lower part of it, but he gave us nothing to eat. I had an American protec-

tion on board, but it was in possession of Captain Anderson, and I neglected toget it. I

told the English officers that I was an American citizen, and they replied to me that they

did not care’anything about that.
Wemade the Cape de Verdes on our passage out, ‘and then the next land we made

was, as I stated before, the African coast, near to Banda Point.

To the best of- my belief Captain Anderson is an American citizen. He told me that

he was born in England, but had been in the United States since he was a little boy. I

have seen him for some time about New Orleans, sailing from there as mate and captain of

American vessels. I think he is about 27 or 28 years of age.
(Signefl) WILLIAM PETERSON.

Witnesses to signature:
(Signed) J. W. A. NICHOLSON, Lieutenant, U.S.N.

WILLIAM C. WEST, U.S.N.

The above—named person, William Petersen, appeared before me, this 20th day of

October, in the year of our Lord 1858, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing, and

his signature was witnessed in my presence. / ,

“ Vincennes,” October 20, 1858. ‘
(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN, Commander, U.S.N.

 

I, William Peterson, of my own free will do 4 solemnly swear, in addition to my

previous statement, made on the 20th day of October, that the first time we were boarded

by the “ Viper’s ” boat was on Sunday, September 19th. The captain of the »“ Viper ”

came on board accompanied by another oflicer who, I think, was the parser, and] was

called Thompson. The captain of the “ Viper ” then examined our papers, and in about

halfvan-hour left us. ' . ’ ‘ /
The second time we were boarded wason the 11th of October, in the morning. The

“Viper" was not in sight. The:.boat was a launch, and only one officer. in her, who said

that he was the gunner of the “ Viper.” ' He examined our papers, and made some memo-

randums in his book,‘ He left us after about fifteen or twenty minutes. ~

The third time we were boarded was on the same day, the 11th of October, about

1 P.M. ; the “ Viper ” was then near to us. The captain of the “ Viper” came on board

accompanied by the same officer who had attended him on the first occasion (Mr. Thomp-
' son) ; our papers were then eXamined for the third time, and on this occasion the crew was

mustered. '
I forgot to mention in my previous statement that, on this third visit, when'the

captain of the “ Viper ” told Captain Anderson that he would “ take us in tow unless he -
gave up the vessel," that he also said, “ I will give you two hours to make up your mind.”

The captain of the “Viper” then returned to his vessel, leaving the other officer on board

with Captain Anderson. In about half—an—hour this officer made some signal to the
“ Viper,” when the captain of the “ Viper ” came on board. It was then I saw that the
flag had been hauled down, and I heard the order given to open the hatches.

The “Rufus Soule’” was a strong, well-built, and tight vessel. She leaked only enough
to keep her sweet. We only pumped her out every morning, when fifteen or twenty
strokes would be Suflieient to clear her. She was repaired. at New Orleans in‘ 1857._

(Signed) WILLIAM PETERSON.
Witnesses to signature: - '

(Signe'd) J. W. A. NICHOLSON’,‘ Lieutenant! U.S.N.

WILLIAM C. WEST, Lieutenant, 'U.‘S.N. '

, The above-named person, William Peterson, 'ap 'eared before me this Vlst day of
November, in the year of our Lord 1858, and made oat to the truth of the foregoing, and
his signature was witnessed in my presence. :

(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN, Commander, H.828. “'Vincennes.”
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Inclosure 5 in No. 306.

Commander Totten, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Hodgkinson.

Sir, “ Vincennes,” Luanda, October 22, 1858.

I HAVE to ask that you will do me the favour to furnish me with a statement of
the facts in relation to the eapture and destruction by fire of the brig “ Rufus Soule’," on
or about the 11th or 12th of this month, to the north of Cabinda. . . .

I would beg leave particularly to ask information on the following pomts, VIZ. {—-
lst. If she had the American flag flying when visited by your boat.
2nd1y. If her papers were found correct. , .
311113]. If the American flag was still flying when her hatches were opened; and, If

not, under what circumstances and when it was hauled dowp. ' ,
I ask these questions became I have information that the “ Rufus Soule’ ” was captured

by the .“ Viper.” - a ‘
I am, &c.

(Signed) B.- J. TOTTEN.

 

Inclosure 6 *in No. 306.

Lieutenant Hodgkinson 'to Commander Totten‘, U.S.N.

' , i “ Viper,” Loanda‘, October 23, 1858.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 22nd of

October, relative to the capture of a brigantine called the “ Rufus Soule’,” and containing
three categorical questions 1— '

1st. Had the vessel the American flag flying at the time she was visited by the boat ?
-—A. She had theAmerican flag flying; and from information from the British Govern-
ment dated the 8th and 22nd July last, there was every just cause to believe that in this
case a fraudulent use of the flag was being made, and that the vessel was engaged in the
Slave Trade; consequently she was visited.

2ndly. ‘ If her papers were correct ?—A.' In my opinion they were incorrect; some of
them undoubtedly so. a ‘

3rdly. If the American flag was still flying when the hatches were opened, and, if
not, under what circumstances and when was it hauled down ?—-—A. The American flag was
not flying when the vessel’s hatches were opened ; neither had a single seaman quitted the
visiting boat up to the period of the opening of the hatches. The flag and papers were
thrown into the sea by the voluntary act of the captain, without even a suggestion on my
part. She was boarded at 1'30 P.M., and I should think it was 2 P.M., as nearly as
possible, that the captain committed the act mentioned above , ' '

I have answered your questions as frankly as possible, and in the same spirit as
shown in your letter. I trust that they will prove ample and satisfactory to you.

I have, &c.
(Signnd) AUSTIN B. HODGKINSON.

Sir,

 

Inclosure 7 in No. 306.

Commander Totten, U.S.N., to Lieutenant .Hodgkinson.

Sir, * . “ Vincennes,” Loanda, October 23, 1858.
YOUR communication in reply to mine of yesterday is received, and I regret to say

that it Is not entirely satisfactory, inasmuch as nothing is therein said in relation to
the destruction by fire, previous to a judicial condemnation, of the “ Rufus Saule’.”
Also m relation to the papers of said vessel. I have information that she was visited
on three separate occasions, and her papers examined, on each of which examinations
a period of about twenty days elapsed. If so, and the' papers not correct, why these
several examinations ’! 7 . , , - e .

You also say nothing in relation to the disposition of the crew of said “ Rufus Soule',"
-two of them being American citizens. , I
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As you are now under Weigh. will you be pleased to say Where and when I may hear

again from you, or have an opportunity of communicating? ‘ ,
\ A ‘ . Ihave, &c. , .

(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN.

 

. Inclosure 8 in No. 306.

' Mr. Cunningham to M'. Willis.

(Extract) v - - ' Kinsembo, October 23, 1858.

, THE barque “ Seamew ” sailed from here the 19th instant for Salem, passengers all

well. I , ,

The captain of the brig “ Rufus Soule’” was put on shore here last Sunday from Her

Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop “Viper.” He was taken the Monday previous by the

same steamer off the mouth of the River Congo, and took passage to the United States

in the barque “ Seamew.” His statement was as follows :—
He was boarded by Her Britannia Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” some three weeks since,

and showed his papers all correct, having sailed from Matanzas for Fernando Po. After

Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Viper ” left him, he stood on to this, coast, and fell in with

a boat‘of the same steamer again, and was boarded by the gunner, and proved still to be

legal. After the boat left him, he stood out to sea again, and remained out twenty-one

days, and then stood in to the coast again, and again fell in with Her Britannia Majesty’s

steamer “ Viper,” and was boarded by the same. The Commander then told him that he was

suspicious of him, and if he did not choose to throw his flag and papers overboard, he would

be under the necessity of towing him to an American man-of-war,rand he gave him ,two

hours to consider. At the expiration of the two hours, the Commander went on board

again, and advised him to throw his flag and papers, saying that by so doing he would

let him get clear, and would also protect all his personal property; and after some time

the captain of the brig complied, and gave up his vessel, when they immediately went to

work and took all the valuables out of the vessel, andset fire to her, fired six shots into

her, and sunk her. When the steamer hove in sight here last Sunday, he was then bound

up to Loanda; but seeing an American vessel, I suppose they thought it a good chance to

get clear of the captain. The English Commander also told the captain previous to

coming in here that When he should arrive at Loanda he would have to keep secreted,

and not on anyaccount to let the American Consul see him. . ’ " I

The captain of the brig “ Rufus Soule’,” his name is Anderson. 'Hesays he has still

got/the brig’s register, and‘did not throw it overboard with the papers -‘ . .- ,

The above is .a correct statement to the best of my knowledge, which l heard from
the captain of the brig “ Rufus rSoule’.’-’

 

Inclosure 9 in No. 306.

Lieutenant Hodgkinson to Commander Totten, U.S.N.

Sir, - . “ Viper,” ofi‘ Snake’s Head, Octobm~ 26‘, 1858.
I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd October, and

regret that the answers to your questions in my letter of the 22nd are not satisfactory.
Ibeg to point out to you that the three questions in your first letter related to

proceedings anterior to the vessel becoming a prize; therefore I answered them as openly
as possible. After a vessel has forfeited her right to the protection of the flag of any
State or nation, she then comes under certain Acts of Parliament, and it is by. those that

we are guided; the destruction by fire or other means is by those Actsperfectly recognized,
certain surveys and formalities having been completed, which insure the vessel’s condemna-
tion at the Court of: Admiralty. \ ' , , ‘ l '

I have already given you my opinion of the papers of the vessel in question. As to
' her being visited on three occasions, your . informant is better informed than I am. She
made the land on the 19th of September, off the Killoo river, was chased and , boarded by
the “ Viper.” I myself wentto her, as I saw so many Spaniards about her decks. I had
then no information from the British Government about the vessel; . so after glancing
merely at her papers, she proceeded on her voyage after I had been on board about five
minutes. I felt perfectly certain, from what I saw then, What the vessel’s errand on that
coastcwas, aéul advised Commodore Wise (by letter) of her arrival, and my suspicions

‘Lsss . . ‘  
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regarding her. , I saw no more of her until the 11th of October, when she was captured
under the circumstances already detailed. .

As to the crew, all were landed, according to the Acts of Parliament, at a civihzed and

inhabited part of the coast, viz., Cabinda. The captain was not lauded there, as both

Commodore Wise and myself thought that it ' would be better to separate him from the

Spanish crew, as they might have done him some injury on shore.
In conclusion, I would suggest that, as this correspondence may lead to some

difficulties between us, it would perhaps be better if the letters that have passed hitherto,
together with any others that you may wish to write, should be forwarded to the Commander-
in-chief, Admiral Grey, through the Senior Oflicer.

Both Admiral Grey and Commodore Wise have been informed by me of all the
particulars of the capture of the vessel in question, and, dpubtless, would be able to give
you more satisfactory answers than I seem to be able to.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ‘ AUSTIN B. HODGKINSON.

 

Inclosure 10 in No. 306.

Commands?” Totten, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Hodgkinson.

Sir, “ Wnoennes,” October 31, 1858.
YOUR communication of the 26th is received. As you suggest (and, probably, it is

the proper course), I shall refer all the information I- have obtained in relation to the
capture and destruction by fire of the “ Rufus Soule’ ” to the Commander-in-chief of the
United States’ naval forces on this station, and also to my Government.

, , I have, &c.
(Signed) B. J. TOTTEN.

 

\ Inclosure 11 in No. 306.

' Lord J. Russell to Mr. Dallas?

Sir, , Foreign Ofiice, December 12, 1859.
WITH reference to the letter which you addressed to my predecessor on- the 12th of

April last, requesting that a full inquiry might be made into the circumstances attending
the seizure and destruction of the brigantine “ Rufus Seule’” by Her Majesty’s ship
“ Viper ” off the African coast, in the month of October 1858, I beg leave to acquaint
you that I am now enabled to furnish you with the following particulars relating to this
transaction :— ' '

It will be necessary, however, in order to a right appreeiation of the proceedings that
took place in regard to the “Rufus Soule',” that some account should be given of the
history of this vessel previously to her arrival on the African coast.

In the’month of June 1858, the “Rufus Soulé” arrived at the port of Matanzas in
Cuba, owned and commanded by Captain Davis. She was, shortly after her arrival, sold
to a Spanish subject, a noted slave-dealer, her American captain and crew were discharged,
and a Spanish master and crew shipped, and on the 6th of July the vessel was cleared, and
sailed for the African coast, nominally under the command of her former mate, Anderson,
who was to persenate the character of American master, in the event ‘of the vessel being
overhauled by a British cruizer ; but the ' “ Rufus Soulé ” was actually in charge of the
Spanish captain and crew.

The sale of this vessel, her destination, and the object of her voyage, were so publicly
canvassed at the time at Matanzas, thatthe British Vice-Consul considered it his duty»
to represent the case to the United States’ Consul at that ,port, in order, that he
might bring it to the attention of the Commander of an A1neriCan‘ship-of~war which was
then in the harbour of Matanzas ; but the “ Rufus Soule’” left the port before the United
States’ Consul had an opportunity of communicating with the American naval officer.

"l‘he “ Rufus Soule’” in due course arrived on the African coast, and on the 19th
of September she was first met with by Lieutenant Hodgkinson, commanding Her
hliajesty’s ship “ Viper,” and visited by him, for the purpose ’of ascertaining her nation-
a 1ty. . t

The following is an extract from Lieutenant Hodgkinson’s report to the Secretary to
the Admiralty of What passed on this occasion :— . .
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“ Viper,” ofi‘ Killoo River, September 19,1858.
“I have the honour to inform you that on the 19th instant a brigantine was seen

standing in for the land. The Wind being light, I expected that she would pass close to
us, and therefore waited until 1030 A.11., when, finding the wind fresher, I steamed out,

and at l P.M. came up with the ‘ Rufus Soule’,’ of New Orleans. Her suspicious appear-
ance (the hull was old, and,evident1y, she was not cared for as a legal trader under the
American flag usually is), together With the Spaniards that were visible on board,induce<1
me to visit her.

“ The captain received me with civility. On demanding his register he demurred to
producing that document. It was, however, at length ploduced. In my opinion it was
correct; the lower seal was very indistinct, but it was evident that the seal had been
there.

“ The captain produced voluntarily his other papers, consisting of articles and a
sealed clearance from the Spanish authorities at MatanZas. The articles did not seem to
me, particularly on the agreement with the crew to sail the ship from Matanzas to
Fernando P0, to be certified in a proper manner by the Consul. The captain excused
himself from going to Fernando Po on account of the passengers—three1n number, all
with passports, Who were to be landed at the Congo previous to the vessel going to
Fernando Po.

“ Taking all circumstances into consideration, I allowed the vessel to proceed on her
voyage to the Congo. I did not seaieh her1n any way. At the same time, I must say
that the ‘Rufus Souls” is a most suspicious vessel. Her cargo, which is entered in a
book, not in a regular manifest (the real manifest is sealed up), is exactly of the very
nature that constitutes a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade.”

On the 11th of October the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper ” again fell'1n
with the “ Rufus Soule’;” butIn the interval betWeen the first and second time of meeting
this vessel Lieutenant Hodgkinson had received information from Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and also from the African coast, which revealed the true character of the “Rufus
Soule’.”

The subjoined18 an extract from Lieutenant Hodgkinson’s Report of what took place
on the second time of meeting the “ Rufus Saul.”’

It should be premised that, one of the boats of Her Majesty’8 Ship “Viper” having
been on detached service, the “ Viper” was running down the coast to pick her 11p when
she sighted the “ Rufus Soule’ ” for the second time.

Lieutenant Hodgkinson reports as follows:—
“ About 11 o’clock A.M. on the 11th of October a hrigantinewas seen, and, shortly

afterwards, the cutter1n chase.
, “ The brigantine heldon hei course close to the wind on the starboard tack, which,

at 120, brought her down close to us. She had the American flag flying, and, although
' her name (which had been most conspicuously displayed on boards, with gilt letters) had
disappeared, and the name entirely obliterated from the stern, we had no difficulty in
making her out to be the ‘Rufus Soule’,’ the veSsel that I had visited on a previous
occasion.

“Having the communication of the British Government With me, I boarded, and
having read it to the captain, I taxed him with being engaged in the SlaVe Trade. I
then asked him if he had any objection to his crew being mustered by the articles; he
said that he had none and on proceeding to the muster the result was, that out of the
whole crew on board therewas only one seaman that answered to his name on the paper,
and he was the sole American seaman on board the ship.” ,

At this stage of the proeeedings the “ Viper’s ” cutter returned, when Lieutenant
Hodgkinson repaired on board his own ship to receive the report of the officer who had
beenin charge of the boat, leaving Mr. ThompsOn, the officer who had accompanied him1n
his visit to the “Rufus Souls,”’ still on board that vessel. ~

The followingis an extract fmm the Report of. the ofiieer who had been1ncharge of
the boat:——-

> “ At daylight on the morningof the 11th of October, being'1n charger'of the cutter of
He1 Majesty’s ship ‘ Viper,’ and cruizing ofl': Banda Point for the suppression of the Slave
Trade, I sighted a brigantine an anchor, and made towards her. When drawing near, I

‘ observed 11131 slip her cable and make all sail to the northward and westward, close hauled
011' the land on the port-taek heating to windward.

“ I arrived on board after chasing for four hours, when I asked the folloWing questions:
. What was the name of the vessel; the captain answered, ‘Rufus Soule’.’ When I said,

‘ We boarded you before, 011' Kilongo, he directly said No, and that this was the first day he
had made the land, andthat he was bound for Fernando Po. I then said, You are a great



252 UNITED STATES.

deal out of your reckoning; when he replied, I don’t know what part of the coast We are

on, my chronometers are out of order. He then asked me whereabouts he was; when I

told him about seven miles to the north of Banda Point. Before I left him he told me all

his men were sick, and that he did not know what he should do if it was not for the

three passengers (Spaniards) that were on board. He then inquired where my ship. was;

I told him the ‘Viper’ was some miles to the north, but that I enpected her up In the

course of the day, When he said that he would endeavour to fall in w1th her.

“ I then left the ‘ Rufus Soule',’ at 9 A.M., and close-hauied the cutter for Banda Point.

When about four miles to windward of her, I observed him back, and stand to the south-

ward, in a directly opposite way either to meet the ‘Viper’ or to make good his way to

Fernando Po. I then anchored, when he shortly after crossed my bows about three miles

a-head of the cutter, still going southward, and standing for Banda Point. I then again

weighed in chase, and at l P.M. observed a steamer, which proved to be Her Majesty’s ship,

‘ Vi er.’ ”
1)On being made acquainted, verbally, with the substance of the above Report; Lieute-

nant Hodgkinson was about to return to the “ Rufus Soule’,” when he observed the American

colours and papers to be thrown overboard.
Lieutenant Hodgkinson states as follows 2'—
“ No influence on my part was used towards the captain to induce him to commit this

act, with the exception of informing him that, from correct information, he was a slaver:
neither were any threats or inducements held out by Mr. Thompson. v

“What, perhaps, operated more strongly on the mind of the master of the ‘Rufus
Settle” than anything I could bring to bear upon 'him, was that in this case it was not, as

is usual in most slave-vessels, that the balance of power is equally divided, that is to say,
that the American portion of ' the crew are equal in number, or nearly so, to the Spanish ;
here all the power was in the hands of the Spaniards; who entirely governed the Americans,
only three in number, namely, the captain, the mate, a Swede (though, according to

his own account, a naturalized citizen of the United States), and one seamen; one

other American seaman having died, from sheer brutality and neglect, three days before
her capture. Constantly had there been disputes, and the Spaniards had threatened, the
moment the slaves were shipped, to do away With the Americans. This it was I afterwards

found to be what worked on the captain’s mind more than anything we could have said to
him. . - -

“After the vessel’s papers and colours were thrown away, my boat’s crew came in,
and on the hatches being opened, the ‘Rufus Soule” was found to be as fully equipped for

the Slave Trade as any vessel could be. , I never, however, in all my experience of vessels

taken out here, saw one so ill-found. She was upwards of eighteen years old, and leaky.
, . “ Having one prize-crew already away, I should not have been justified in sending this
vessel to Sierra Leone without a large crew, and I theifefore had her surveyed and
destroyed. , ~ . v .

"‘ The ‘ Rufus Soule’,’ from the captain’s statement, had been privately sold, that is to

say, no transfer of either register or articles took place: the old crew were paid off, a fresh
one was entered, and the papers, articles, and all, were got from the American Consul by

means of money furnished by aSefior Toriento. The Consul’sname was not appended
to the re-entered crew, although it was to the crew paid off.” a ' .

It, only remains for me now, Sir, in order to complete this case, to quote the following
statement from the Report of Mr. Thompson, the officer who accompanied the Commander
of the “ Viper ” on the occasion-of his second Visit to the “ Rufus Soule’,” when that vessel
became a prize to Her Majesty’s ship. 1 ' . '

Mr. Thompson states that, on his accompanying Lieutenant Hodgkinso’n on board
the“Rtgfus Soule’,” that officer “ taxed Captain Anderson with his vessel being engaged in
the Slave‘Trade, at the same time reading to him information received from the British
Government of this very vessel, and also quoting information received from Killongo. T0
tIhiSdCaptain Anderson, after some little hesitation, denied that he was engaged in the Slave
ra e. a ,

“ The captain was asked if herhad any objection to produce his papers ; he had none,
and, on obtaining them, Lieutenant Hodgkinson asked the eaptainif he had any objection
to his crew being mustered: the captain said the had none. I was then ordered to call
over the names of the crew (thirteen in number), when only one answered to his name,
J. Coutino, anAmeI-ican seaman. V ,

“ Lieutenant Hodgkinson then informed Captain. Andersonthat all the circumstances
combined made the suspicions he already entertained as to his being a slaver still stronger,
and that he would not be doing his duty if he allowed him to proceed without watching
him, and that he shouldl‘i nerefore‘ remain by him. ‘ ' : V
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“ Lieutenant Hodgkinson then repaired on board his own ship, leaving me on board
the ‘ Rufus Soule’,’ to convey or answer any questions the captain might have to ofi'er.

“ Shortly after Lieutenant Hodgkins‘on left, the mate (W. Peterson, a Swede, but a

naturalized American), came aft to me, and said he hoped I would protect him and his
property; that he was afraid of the Spaniards (the Spanish captain having landed at Killoo

on the evening of the 19th of September) ; that he had a wife and children in America ;

and that in shipping for mate, if he had only known what lay the ship was on, he would
not have come, he at that time not having found out the voyage she was going on, and on

finding it out was afraid‘to say anything on account of the Spaniards,‘they being in the
preponderance. I proceeded to ask him what he meant, when he replied, ‘ It is no .
use to carry on this way, for you know what we are.’ ,

“I then taxed him with the vessel being an illegal trader, when he said, ‘Yes, the
vessel is.’

“ The captain, Thomas Anderson, during this conversation was down below packing
up his things (of this he subsequently informed me), when, on receiving a message from
Lieutenant Hodgkinson, directing me to inform the captain that he thought his vessel was
going in rather close} and that he had better go about, I sent down to the captain, who
came on deck, and put the ship about; but on his giving the necessary orders, I noticed
that the crew appeared perfectly indifferent as to whether they obeyed him or not (which I
casually pointed out to him), when he replied, ‘It’s no use, I’ll give her up to you as a
slaver, and choose the least of two evils.’ He also said if we had only waited five minutes

longer the first time we boarded him on the 19th of September, he would have given her
up then, and we should have a lot of money; and he added that he Was sorry he did not,
now that he found how the Spaniards had treated him. v ’ V

“ The captain then voluntarily threw his papers and colours Overboard, When I 'waived
to the ‘ Viper ’ for a boat, and at 2'30 P.M. Lieutenant Hodgkinson came on board, when
I delivered over to him the vessel, the captain acknowledging that he had no papers or
colours, and that he claimed no nationality. , ,

“ On leaving the ‘ Rufus Soute’ ’ to go on board the ‘ Viper,’ Captain Anderson
observed, Ah! there’s my niggers on the beach; and if it had not been for the rollers,
he would have shipped them the night before, and that neither the ‘ Viper ’ nor the
‘ Viper’s’ boats would have seen him during the short time that would have sufficed for
transporting the negroes from the shore to the ‘ Rufus Soule’.’ ”

I do not doubt that the foregoing statements will convince the Government of the
United States that the information on which the Commander Of Her Majesty’s ship
“Viper ” acted was well founded, and that the “ Rufus Soule’” was at the time of her
capture engaged in the Slave Trade, and that she was not entitled to the protection of the
United States’ flag. 1

The case of the “ Rufus Soule’ ” is, in fact, only a type of many cases'in whichvessels
have been enabled to carry on the Slave Trade under the American flag by means of papers
fraudulently obtained, or by retaining their American papers after- the vessels have been
transferred to foreigners. _ , , - ' ‘ ‘

Before concluding this note I cannot help observing on the readiness with which credence
has, in many instances, been given by United States’ officers and by the United States’Govern—
nient, to statements made by individuals who have 'formed‘portions of the 'crews of slave-
vessels which have been captured by British eruizers, and Which have not been entitled to the
protection of the United States’ flag. On the representation of these perSon's, unsupported
by any corroborative testimony, complaints have been made by the United States" Govern-
ment to the Government of Her Majesty; and it is the knowledge on the part of the
slave-dealers that their complaints are listened to by United States? oflicers, anditheir eases
taken up by the United States’ Government, that has not a little emboldened their proceed-
ings, and tended so much to the abuse of the American flag. ‘ : ‘ ‘ ,

In making the foregoing observations, I can assure you, Sir. that I do 'sornot in any
captions spirit, nor with the wish to shield British officers from the just consequences of
any improper interference on their part with bond fide American vessels, but because I
believe the Cabinet of Washington to be sincerely desirous to put a stop to the prostitution
of the United States? flag for Slave Trade purposes, and because. nothing would tend so
much "to this end as its being well understood by the slave-traders that no case would be
taken up by the United States’ Government, unless on satisfactory proof that the vessel
on behalf of which a complaint may have been made was bond fide entitled to .the protection
of the American flag. ' '

. 7 I am, 8w.
(Signed) . J-. RUSSELL.
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No. 307.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, Foreign Oflce, December 17, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to your Lnrdship herewith a copy of a despatchfrom Mr. Gabriel,

Her Majesty’s Cbmmissinner at Luz‘amha,‘1F containing information relative to the extent to
which the American flag is abused for Slave Trade purposes, and inclosing copies of a

correspondence which has passed between him and the Commander of the United States’

ship of war “Vineemmes,” on this subject. ,.

‘ 1am, &c. . »
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

N0. 308.

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—(Rcceived Deeember 20.)

My Lord, 9 Washington, December 6, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to 'inelose the copy of a note in which, in obedience to the

instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th ultimo, I have commu-
nicated to General Cass the substance of the official reports which have been received
by Her Majesty’s Government‘respecting the “ Rebecca” and the “ J. Harris,” tWO vessels
under the American flag engaged in the Slave Trade.

- I have, &C.
(Signed) LYONS.

 

Inclosure in No. 308.

Lord Lyons to General Cass.

Sir, V Washington, December'S, 1859.
I AM directed by Her Majesty’s Plincipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to

communicate to you the substance of oflicial reports which have been made to Her
Majesty’s Government respecting two vessels under the Amerioan flag, the “ Rebecca,” of
New Orleans, and the “J. Harris,” of New York, which appear to have been recently
engaged hr! the Slave Trade on the coast. ‘

It seems that a ship-rigged vessel anchored in Londino Bay, and having no flag flying,
was visited 0n the 5th September last by three officers. from Her Majesty’s ship
“ Vesuvius.” These officers report that by her registry (which they believe to be correct),
the vessel was shown to he the “ Rebecca,” of New Orleans, 534 tons, ship—rigged, owned
by the Spanish house of Pratts, Puj 01 and Co., and commanded by a Mr. Carter, who was
apparently an Englishman. They state further, that Carter did not conceal his intention
of shipping slaves; that he said that he should first proceed‘to the Congo, and that he
expressed great pleasure on hearing of the escape With a cargo " of slaves, in June last, of a
vessel belonging to his owners, called the “ Brownsville.”

Her Majesty’s Government are informed that the “ Rebecca” had been detained by
the United States? Marshal for one day at New Orleans, but had been released for want of
proof of her being engaged in the Slave Trade; that she had subsequently sailed thence
with the emancipated slaves of the late Mr. Mc Donough, of that city, and that she had
since Visited Mayumba. She is stated to be one of the swiftest sailing-vessels afloat.
Tier master showed several runs of more than .240 miles in 24 hours 1aid down upon the
0 art. ' ' a

With respect to the other case, that of the “ J. Harris,” it appears, that in conse-
quence of information that slaves were actually on the beach, branded and destined to be
shipped on board that Vessel, she was visited 01f Whydah by officers from‘Her Majesty’s
ship “Falcon,” who ascertained by her papers, which were found to be correct, that she
was entitled to carry the American flag. The master made no complaint respecting the
visit. ‘

In bringing the foregoing particulars to the knowledge of the Government of the

’5 Class A, No. 77.
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United States, I am instructed to say that Her Majesty’s-Government cannot but lament to

see the American flag thus prostituted.
I have, &c.

(Signed) LYONS.

 

,No. 309.

Lord 1410113 to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 20.)

My Lord, ‘ Washington, December 6, 1859..

_ IN obedience to the instructions conveyed to me by your Lordship’s despatch of the

18th ultimo, I yesterday took an opportunity, of acquainting General Cass, verbally,

with the suspicious entertained with regard to :the “ Emily” and to other vessels under

the American flag which have been recently visited by British cruizerson the Coast of

Africa. , ' -

General Cass said that the present Government of the United States had sent to

the Coast of Afiica and to the neighbourhood of the Island of Cuba, a considerable number

of vessels of the description best calculated to act against slavers, and were doing every-

thing which depended uponthem to prevent the trade in slaves being carried on under the

American flag. I h &
. ave, c.

(Signed) LYONS.

 

No. 310, »

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.——(Received Decemberi 20.)

My Lord, Washington, December 6, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a note in Which, in obedience to the

instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatches of the 18th and 19th ultimo, 1 have

communicated to the United States’ Government the substance of reports from Commodore

Wise reapecting the apathy concerning the suppression of the Slave Trade manifested by

Commander Totten, of the United States’ corvette “Vincennes.” ,

 

I have, &c. A
(Signed) LYONS.

Inclosure 1 in No. 310.

Lord Lyons to General Cass.

Sir; ‘ Washington, December 5, 1859.7

THE inclosed Memorandum will make you acquainted With the substance of official

reports which have been received by Her Majesty’s Government respecting the proceedings

'of Commander Totten, of the United States’ ship “ Vincennes,” on the Coast of Africa. .

I have been instructed to communicate this informatiOn to the Government of the "

United States, and in doing so to state that it is not the intention of Her Majesty’s

Government to make any comments upon the apparent apathy of Commander Totten in

the fulfilment of the duties With Which he was specially entrusted, because Her Majesty’s

Government feel convinced that the Government of the United States, ' on being made

acquainted With the facts, Will not fail to take the necessary steps to ascertain Whether, in

the case of the “ Isla ole Cuba ” and in the cases of the other vessels referred to, that officer

took proper measures to prevent the flag of the United States from being used as a cloak

to cover the Traffic in Slaves.
I have, &c.

(Signed) LYONS.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 310.

Memorandum.

ON the 15th August, 1859, Commodore Wise, senior officer of Her Majesty’s naval
forces on the West Coast of Africa, addressed a letter to Commander B. J . Totten, of the
United States’ corvette “ Vincennes,” informing him that the noted. slavers “Memphis,”
“ Star of the West,” and “ Ottawa,” were Openly cruizing, tinder American colouts, between
Ambriz and the Congo, waiting until the slaves were cpllected to form then cargoes.
Commodore Wise added that very many slavers, under American colours, were still on the
coast, while a considerable number had escaped since the let of January, owing to the
protection afforded .by the American flag. Finally, the Commodore stated the circum:\
stances which led him to believe that the “ Vincennes” would have it in her power to
capture the “ Memphis” and the “ Star of the East,” together with several other slavers
under American colours, and urged Commander Totten to hringhis ship to the spot as
soon as possible; or, if he were precluded from doing that, to dispatch boats to the
neighbourhood of Bahia Fonda. ~ - ,

This letter was delivered to Commander Totten, on the 19th August, at St. Paul de
Loanda by Lieutenant Burton, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton.” Commander
Totten attended to the representation made to him so far as to dispatch two boats, which
were conveyed by the “ Triton ” to Bahia Bay, and which proceeded thence on_ the 24th
August along the coast as far as the Congo, but no satisfactory result. was obtained.

On the 26th August Lieutenant Burton communicated with the “Vincennes” at
Fonda Bay, and pointed out to Commander Totten the slave-vessel “Memphis,” bearing
north-west. The wind being very light, Lieutenant Burton offered to get up steam and
tow the boats of the “ Vincennes ” to examine the “ Memphis ;” but Commander Totten
declined this offer, saying that he thought he could overtake her in his own ship. He did
not, however, attempt to do so, and in consequence of this want of alacrity the “ Memphis ”
escaped a visit which must, it is believed, have resulted in her capture.

On the 28th August Commodore Wise wrote a second letter to Commander Totten,
transmitting to him information which showed that several vessels had: obtained genuine
American papers by means of' gross perjury.- Commodore Wise had fallen in with one of
these vessels, the “Isla de Cuba,” in Black Point Bay, flying American colours. The
beach at the time was thronged with natives, who were, it was believed, on the point of being
shipped on board. The “ Isla de Cuba,” having been visited, a register, obtained by the
nefarious practices referred to, was produced, on which the Christian name of the master
had been altered from “ John ” to “ Lahren.”

On the following morning Commodore Wise, having: well considered the case, felt
convinced that he should not be justified in leaving the “Blade Cuba ” at liberty. She
had, indeed, hoisted United States’ colours, but the Commodore was persuaded that her
assumption of being American was fraudulent. He knew that she was the property of the
Portuguese slave-dealer Reis, and that her real master was a Portuguese of the name of
Correa. He had discovered that she was fully fitted for the Slave Trade; her slave-
coppers, water, and provisions being on board, and her slave-deck partially laid. He
conceived therefore that his only course was to send her to one of the cruizers of the
country to which she claimed to belong, that being, in his opinion, the most effective method
of exposing the nefarious practices by which Spaniards arid Portuguese contrive to carry
on the Slave Trade under the protection of the United States’ flag. Having stated these
Circumstances, Commodore Wise concluded his letter by expressing his conviction, that
Commander Totten would make every exertion to bring the master, owners, and crew of
the “Isla dc Cuba ” to the punishment they so justly deserved.

On the 20th of August Commodore Wise placed an officer on board the “Isla de
Cuba,” and instructed him to‘ transfer her to the jurisdiction of the United States’ corvette
“Vmcennes ” at St. Paul de Loanda, or to that of any other American man—of—war he
might fall in with. > ' '

On the let of September Commodore Wise communicated with the “Vincennes,”
and furnished her commander with a duplicate of the letter of the 28th of August
mentioned above.

Commander Totten informed Commodore Wise that he was on his way to Porto
Prayaiand that he expected to go on thence to America; but, in coinpliance with a
requISItlon from the Commodore, he promised to remain seven days at Mavumba, to which
place the Commodore had ordered the officer in charge of the “ Isla de calm ” to proceed
with that vessel in the event of his not meeting the “ Vineennes ” at Loanda.

0n the 7th of September Commodore Wise himself anchored at Mayumba, and was
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much surprised to ascertain, from the Whalers at the anchorage, that the F‘Vincennes”

had not even looked into that neighbourhood. Two days after the “ Isla de Guba ”

arrived, and the officer in charge reported , that‘not haVing found the “ Vincennes” at

Loanda he had followed her with all despatch along the coast, and should have fallen m

with her had Commander Totten adhered to his engagement. 4

By the breach of that engagement Commodore Wise was deprived of the only meaqs

of bringing the “ Isla, de Cuba,” to justice, except sending ,her to the United States. The

he did not deem it expedient to do for the reason (among others) that she was so badly

fitted that he did not not feel justified in exposing a crew to encounter, in so unseaworthy .

a. vessel, the weather Which prevails on the American coast in the winter months. He was

therefore obliged to release her, and she forthwith made all sail to Black Point.

It is not doubted that her Portuguese captain will there haVe taken on board her

cargo of slaves, and that thus this vessel will be added to the long list of those who have

carried on the Slave Trade with impunity under the American flag.

 

No. 311.

Lord J. Russell to Lard Lyons}-

My Lord, ‘ _ , Foreign Ofice, December 23, 1859.

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of a letter from the Commander of

Her Majesty’s ship “ Spitfire” to the Secretary of the Admiralty}? reporting the capture

of a brigantine without colours, papers, 'or name, having on board 500 slaves- '

It would, however, appear from the accompanying extract of‘ a report from the

Governor of Sierra Leone, to which Colony the prize was sent for adjudiCation, that the

bfigantine in question was supposed to be the “ J. Harris” of New York. ‘

This vessel is one 'of those mentioned in my despatch No. 32 of the 16th ultimo, as

having been visited off Whydah by ofl‘icers from Her Majesty’s ship “ Falcon,” on Which

occasion she was furnished with American colours and papers. '
Your Lordship will take an opportunity of verbally acquainting Generai Cass of this

capture, ‘ ‘ ' ' ‘
I am, 8w. .

(Signed), J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 312'. 7 a ,

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—(Rece'ived December 26.)

My Lord, . , , - Washihgton, December ‘12, 1859. ‘
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a note in which General

Cass has acknowledged the receipt of the note which I addressed to him oh the 3rd instant,

respecting two vessels under the American flag, the, ‘,‘ Rebecca ” of New Orleans, and the

“ J. Harm's” of New York, supposed to have been recently engaged in the Slave Trade.
A copy of my note was transmitted to your Lordship with my despatch of the 6th instant.

 

, I have, &c.
(Signed) LYONS.

Inclosure‘in No. 312.

General Cass to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, Department of State, Washington, December '8, 1859.

I HAVE the'honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s note of the '3rd,
instant, reSpecting two vessels under the American flag, the “ Rebecca,” of New Orleans,
and the “J. Harris,” of New York, supposed to have been recently engaged in the'Slave
Trade.
' ' . I have, &0. .

(Signed) LEW. CASS.

 

#5 Glass A; No. 145.
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‘ No. 313.

. Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, V Foreign Ofice, December 29, 1859.

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, the- accompanying copies of a. letter

and its inclosure from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” reporting the

circumstances under which he visited the American ship “Rebecca,” of New York, in the '

. Congo river in the month of September last. . , , -'

I also inclose copies of a letter and its inclosure from the Commander of Her Majesty’s

ship “ Archer}? relative to the boarding of the brigantine “Frances Ellen,”‘of Charleston,

'by an officer from Her Majesty’s ship under his command. I
I am, &c. *

($igned) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 314.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, January 4, 1860.

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith copies of a despatch and its inclosures

from Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Michael’s,jj containing information respecting the move-

ments of the noted slave-yacht “ Wanderer,” and the proceedings of her master since she

clandestinely left Savannah in the month of October last. ,
i I am, 8w.

(Signed) J . RUSSELL.

 

No. 31?.

Lord J. Russell toILord Lyons. .

My Lord, . ‘ Foreign Oflice, January 14, 1860.

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letter from the Commander

of Her Majesty’s ,ship,“Triton,”§ reporting the circumstances under which he boarded the

brig “ Taverm'er,” under American colours, and stating his suspicions that this vessel is

intended to be employed in the‘Slave Trsde.
7 ' I am, 8w.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 316.

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russellg—(Received January 30.)

My Lord, 'V ‘ Washington, January 17, 1860.

IN obedience to the instructions conveyed to melby your Lordship’s despatch of the

9th _ultimo, I this morning took an opportunity of acquainting General Cass with

the tenour of the orders given, on the 4th October last,~by Commodore Wise to the

Commanders of British cruizers on the coast of Africa, With regard to co-operating with

the Commanders of cruizers of the United States. - ,

 

, I have, &c.
(Signed) LYONS.

No. 317.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, January 31, 1860.
I _TI§ANSMIT to yOur "Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s

Comnnssmners at the Havana,“ representing the extent to which the Slave Trade is now

* Class A,No.148. 1 Ibhi. No. 149. No.134.
§ Class. A, No. 152. t . ’ u me, No. 2h.
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(earried on in Cuba, and the preparations that are making for pursuing this Traffic on a

still more extended scale.

Her Majesty’s Government have been for some time aware that the Slave Trade on

the East Coast of Africa has been upon the increase, and that several large vessels under

the American flag have shipped cargoes from thence for the Cuban market.

The despatch now inclosed Would 'seem to indicate an intention on the part of the

slave—traders to resort more extensively to the Eastern Coast of the African continent, and

the recent reinforcement of the United States’ squadron on the ‘West Coast will doubtless

account for this change. _ ' '

But on the East Coast of Africa,’ as far as Her Majesty’s Government are aware, there

are no American cruizers, nor any authority competent to prevent the abuse of the

American flag, either by United , States’ vessels, or by vessels fraudulently assuming the

flag of that country. ' , , ' ,

I have to instruct your Lordship to take an opportunity of bringing this matter to the

notice of General Cass, and in doing so, you will state that the object of Her Majesty’s

Government in instructing you to make this communication, is to obviate those complica-

tions which might arise owing to the absence of any United States’ oflicer to whom an

appeal might be made by the Commanders of British 'cruizers when vessels engaged in the

Slave Trade are suspected of fi‘audulently assuming the United StIates’ flag.
am, &c.

' (Signedx J. RUSSELL.

 

No. 318.

Lord J. Russell to~ Lord Lyons. I

My Lord, Foreign 015563, January 31, 1860.

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s _

Commissioner at Loanda,* reponting the capture by Her Majesty’sship “Viper,” of the

American brig “ Tavernier,” of New ,York, with 518 slaves, ‘but without colours or

papers. , _ '

I have further to acquaint your Lordship that I have received intelligence of the

condemnation of this vessel by the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena.

' I am, &c.
(Signed) J . ‘ RUSSELL.

 

No. 319. ,

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.——(Received February 6.)

My Lord, , * , Washington, January 2?, 1860. -

IN obedience to the instruction contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 23rd

ultimo, I this morning took an opportunity of , verbally acquainting General Cass

of the capture, by Her Majestyk ship “ Spitfire,”[ of a brigantine with 500 slaves on

board, having no colours, papers, or mark 'of her name, but supposed to be the “J. Harris,”

of New York. ' ' '
I have, &c.

(Signed) \ LYONS,

 

No. 320. ‘ , .

Lard J. Russell to Lord Lyons, February 6, 1860.

[See despatch to Mr. Christie, dated February 1]», 1860, No. 39.]

 

"‘ Class A, No.84.
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No. 321.

Lord'J. Russell to" Lord Lyons.

My Lord, I Foreign Oflice, March 9, 1860._
‘ I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s .informatien, copies of a letter and Its

inclosure from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton” to the Secretary to the
Admiralty,ale reporting the capture of Va barque With upwards of 700 slayesuon board, but
without name, papers, or colours, and supposed to be the “ Pamghylw, a vessel that
sailedfrom the Havana in the month ‘of September last under theI Unltegl States’ flag.

' am e.
' (Signed) ’ J. RUSSELL.
 

No. 322.

Lord Lyons to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 13.)

My Lord, ‘ ‘ Washington, February 28, 1860.
ON the 25th instant, in obedience to the instructions conveyed to me by your

Lordship’s despatch of the 3lst ultimo, I took an, opportunity of drawing the atten-
tion of General Cass to the transfer of the operations; of the slave-traders from the
Western to the Eastern Coast of Africa. I pointed out that, so far as Her Majesty’s

- Government are aware, neither are there any United Statee’ cruizers on the Eastern Coast,
' 1101‘ is there, on that Coast, any'authority competent to prevent the abuse of the American
'flag-by vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. I concluded by saying that the object of Her

_ Majesty‘s Government in instructing me to make‘the communicatlon was to obVIate those
complications Which might arise flow the absence of 2111' United States’ officer to Whom
appeal might be made by the Commanders of British ct'uizers, with respect to vessels
suspected of fraudulently assuming the American flag on the Eastern Coast. .

I have the honour to inclose a copy of a short Memorandum'which I thOugbt it well
to leave with General Cats, in order to guard against thie matter being forgotten amidst
the multitude of subjects by which his attention is at this moment engaged. ' ,

‘ I have, &c. .
(Signed) LYONS.

 

Inclosure‘in No. 322.

eMemomndum.

IT appears “that the Slave Trade has been for some time onthe increase on theEastern Coast of Africa, and that several large vessels, under the American flag, haveshipped cargoes of slaves there for' the Cuban market. There are ,now indications of’ anintention on the part of the slave-traders to resort still more extensively to the EasternCoast. ThiS‘is, doubtless, to .be accounted for by the recent reinforcement of the UnitedStates’ squadron on the Western Coast '
It is believed that on the Eastern Coast of Africa there are no United States’ cruizers,and that there is there no authority competent to take cognizance of the abuse of theAmerican flag, Whether by vessels really American or by vessels fraudulently assuming theflag. It is desired to bring this matter to the notice of the Government of the UnitedStates, in order to obviate those complications which might be occasioned by the absenceof any United States’ officer to Whom an appeal might be made by the Commanders ofBritish cruizers, when vessels engaged in the Slave Trade are suspected of fiaudulentlyassuming the United States’ flag.

.

 

*1 Class A, No. 156. V
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No. 323.

Lord J. Russell to Lord Lyons.

My Lord, , Foreign Ofiice, March 16, 1860. '

I TRANSMIT herewith, For your Lordship’s information, copies of a letter and its

inclosure from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Pluto,”* reporting his having

boarded the brigantine “John R. Rhoades,” under American colours, for the purpose of

verifying her nationality.
‘ ‘ I am, &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

 

/ ‘ . No. 324.

' Lard Lyons to Lqrd J. Russell.———(Received March 20.) v

My Lord, ,3 , . Washington, March 5, 1860.

ON the 2nd instant, in ooedience to your Lordship’s orders, I read to General Cass

your Lordship’s despatch of the 6th ultimo, and left with him a COpy of it. '

General Cass said that theUnited States’ G0vernment would not fail to take into

consideration the proposal which it contains, that theMinisters of the United States and

of other Powers shall meet in London in the month of May or June next, to consider What

measures can be taken to check the increase ofv the Slave Trade. -
I have, &0

(Signed) ' LYONS.

 

*5 Class A, No. 159. *
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No. 325.

Consul Lou‘sada toL/ord‘J. Russell.——(Received August 5.)

My Lord, Boston, July 22, 1859.
I HAVE the honour of forwarding an account of the seizure of the ship “ Atlantic,”

as a suspected slaver, at New Bedford, a port within this Consulate.
I have, 8w.

. (Signed) FRANCIS LOUSADA;

 

Inclosm'e in No. 325.

?Ewtmctfrom the “ New Bedford Standard” nf July 21? 1860.

THE ship “ Atlantic,” which has been fitting at New Bedford since her arrival here
on the 30th of Jone, for a pretended whaling voyage, but which has been suspected of not
being exactly in that line of' business, was this morning taken in charge by United States’
officers, upon information lodged in the United States’ District Court in Boston, by parties
residing in New York. The process was placed in the hands of' Deputy Marshal Freeman,
Junior, who has the matter in charge.

The “ Atlantic,” which has been in the stream for several days finishing loading'and
taking in water, cleared yesterday for the Indian Ocean, was towed to the lower harbour
yesterday afternoon, and was to proceed to sea this morning, having waited, as it has been
said, for some passengers who were bound to Faya], where the ship was to touch. Her
officers and crew were all on board. But this morning an oflicer was placed on board from
the United States’ revenue cutter “' Campbell,” which came round from NewPort, shehaving been in this Vicinity for several days. ,

The “ Atlantic ” is a ship of .699 tons; was built in 1836; and is owned by her
Commander, Captain Francis J. Silva, a Portuguese, but a naturalized citizen of the United
States, having purchased her of Captain J. S. C. Maciel, master and owner of the ship“ Comoro,” brought to this port from Boston, and now fitting for a whaling voyage. The“Atlantic” was formerly a Whaler from New London, but has lately been engaged inthe merchant service out of New York. Captain Silva was formerly master of ship“ Governor Tronp ” of this port.

We understand that parties have been on the look-out for the past ten days, and inconstant communication with the authorities elsewhere; and that the seizure is made notWh‘tiil'ly on account of the manner of outfit, &c., but upon circumstances not known to thepu IC. -
There are many rumours in circulation about the streets in relation to the matter, butwe do not think best to give them publicity, as the affair will undergo a legal investiga-tion. '
The ship is of a. larger burthen than veSsels generally employed in the whaling service,and cleared With but twenty-three men, while she was supplied with seven whale.boats-the deficiency in men, however, could be supplied from the Western Islands. She has no,first officer. which might be also supplied in the same way. The second officer, we aretold, was shipped with the understanding that he was to be the third When at sea. Thereare but three try-pots on board, and one of these is cracked.
She is not coppered in the usual manner of Whalers, being coppered on the skin,whereas they are coppered on a sheathing; and, besides, she is only coppered low down,
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and as she now lies, the metal is two feet under water. This also may, have been done as

a matter of economy. ‘

The lower hold is said to be stowed with casks full of fresh water, whereas Whalers

generally fill the casks in the lower hold with salt water. -

The “Atlantic ” has on board L200 bushels 'of corn to be disposed of at Fayal,‘and

provisions-shipped by Portuguese to their friends residing 'at the islands, and a very large

mail for Whalers expected to touch at the islands. She had nineteen Portuguese passengers

en aO‘ed. - . ‘
g ?J‘he affair has created a great excitement in this city to—day, The wharves have been

visited by large numbers inquiring for particulars in relation to the matter, and the subject

is one of general'conversation throughout the city. ‘

P.S.'-—-Our reporter has just; "returned from a“visit to the ship and the cutter, which

now lie in the stream.’ He gleaned the following additional intelligencez—Information

concerning both the “Atlantic” 'and “ Camera ” has been in the possession of Marshal

Rynders, of the Southern District of New York. He was informed that the sum ’of

20,000 dollars had been sent from a house in Havana to the house of Amedes, Ambreges,

and 00., of Pearl-street, New York, for the purchase of two ships for the Slave Trade.
Marshal Rynders dispatched Deputy Marshal Lorenzo de vAngelis, who discovered the

purchase of the ships “ Atlantic” and “ Camera," and has been watching their outfit.

Amedes has been in New Bedford, it is presumed, as he was on board the Fall River

boat on Saturday night. Mr. Angelis joined the cutter“ Campbell” on Tuesday night,
and set sail to intercept the vessels.

Had the cutter been fully manned, she was to have taken the “Atlantic,” and then

lay off for .the “ Camera,” but as it was, they were obliged to take the “Atlantic” this

morning, and Lieutenant R. H. Travers was put in charge of her. ‘ .
The “Atlantic” will have to be discharged, in order to search her, and this will be

done at once. i 4
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No. 326.

Consul Bunch totlze Earl of Malniesbury.—(Received May 10.)

(Extract) ‘ ' Charleston, April 21,1859..
IN my despatch of the 13th of December last, I had the honour to acquaint yom

Lordship that the gxand jury impanelled at Coluinbia, the capital of this State, had‘
refused to find a bill against the sixteen persons taken on heard of the slaver “ Echo,” by»
the United States’ schooner “Dolphin,” on the 2lst of August, 1858. 1 stated, further,
that the prisoners had been recommitted to jail, and brought to this city to aWait the next
term 01' the United States’ Circuit Court, in April 1859.

' It has now become my duty to repqr't .to your Leidship that the Court met in
Chaileston on the 9th instant, being presided ove1, as before, by Judges Wayne and
Magrath, and that an indictment for piracy against the prisoners was plesented to a grand
jury, Who found that there was a true bill; upon this a trial took place, commencing on
the 12th and terminating on the 16th instant, when a verdictof “ not guilty” was returned.
I sh0111d state, for greater acCuraey, that ten prisoners were tried first, and the remaining
tix ‘a day or two afterwards, the result1n each case being the same.

 

N0. 327.

Consul Bunch to Lord J. Russell.+(Received September 19.‘

(Extract. ) Charleston, September 5,1859.
’ A RECENT number of the “ New York Herald ” professes to furnish positive proof
that one cargo, at least, of Africans has.been lately landed1n the Southern country.

Although I am not disposed to believe that any considerable number of negroes have,
thus far, found their way into the territory of the United States, I am nevertheless fully
satisfied that some Africans have been successfully introduced.

1 may add, that a friend of my own, Who was passing through Alabama about three
weeks ago, saw With his own eyes thirty-five newly-landcd Africans who were travelling
upon the same railroad With himself.
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No. 328. .

.Consul Tulin to the Earl of Malmesbury.-—-(Received April 19.)

' (Extract) , Mobile, March 29, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that several wild African negroes,

about twenty in number, have been working in the town of Mobile; and their utter igno- -

rance of any other language than their own evidently shows that they have very recentlyr

been imported. , ' ' ' . ‘

> The fact of their being fresh—caught gnen is incontestable.

Some Africans imported by the “ Wanderer ” have been released.

 

No. 329,-

C'ensul Tulz'n to theanfl vof Malmes‘bury.-e(Received'April 25.)

(Extract) ,_ Mobile, March 31, 1859.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a Bill, of which I inclose a copy,

i'epealing'in part the law providing for the incarceration of free negro, sailors while their

vessels are in port, has been introduced in the House of. Representatives'in Washington .

by Mr. Mallony, United States’ Senator for Florida. ‘ . . , - '

I may now take occasion to mention that a similar Law exists in, the States of

-A1abama, on the condition that the consignee of the vesSel carrying such coloured sailors

give a bond as a guarantee against their entering the State. '

 

Inclesure in No. 329.

An Act to remove, in part, Obstruction to Commerce at the Port of Key_'West..

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of "Representatives of the

State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That from and after the passage of this

Act, all vessels arriving in the port of Key West, with free negroes’, the same may remain,

on board of such 'vessel,'or you the wharf at Which said vessel is‘ 1ying,ywithout'being

arrested'and confined in jail: Provided, that if any such free negro or ,mulatto shall be

found beyond the Wharf to which said vessel may be lying, the said free negro or mulatto

shall be subject to all pains and penalties as» is .now prescribed by law.

Section 2.‘ Be it further enacted, That the master of every such vessel shall be held

liable for all fines and costs which may be assessed against any, such free negro or mulatto

on board-of such vessel. v v _ ' i ‘ - L ‘ ‘

(Passed the House of Representatives, December 23, 1858. Passed the Senate,

December 23, 1858. Approved, January 5, 1859.) , ,

State 'of Florida.

I hereby certify the foregoing Act toy be a true and correct copy of the original

Act on _file in the office (if .the Secretary of State. ' 1 , _

Witness my hand and the Great Seal of State of ‘Florida. Done at the capital‘m

, Tallahassee this 17th day of January, A.D. 1859. ‘

(Signed) , F. L. VILLIPIQUE, Secretary of State.

CLASS B.
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No. 330.

Consul Tulin to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 16.)

My Lord, _ 'Mobile, April 21, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that having heard say, at Mobile, that

one or more vessels connected with the Slave Trade had been wrecked ofi' the Coast of
Florida, I addressed a despatch on the 25th ultimo to Mr. Pinkney, the Acting British
Viee-Consul at Key West, instructing him to inform me, by return of post, of all the
particulars he could reap. on that subject ; and I have now the honour of inclosing herein,
for your Lordship’s information, copy of Mr. Pinkney’s reply on the subject, by which
your Lordship will be able to learn that a brig of 210 tons burthen, supposed to be the
“ Tyrant,” was found to be ashore near Key West, and that the crew thereof were arrested
and brought before the United States’ Commissioners, and afterwards released, With the
exception of the master, Who will be tried on the let of May next.

I have, 820.
(Signed) CHARLES TULIN.
 

InclOsure in No. 330 ‘

Acting Vice—C'onsul Pinkney to Consul Tulin.

' Key West, April 7, 1859.
I AM in receipt of your despatch of the 25th March, calling ifor information about

one or more slavers wrecked on our coast. _
A brig, supposed to be the “ Tyrant,” of 210 tons burthen, was found ashore about

ten miles from this place by a wrecking vessel, and the crew were taken 06? and brought
to this port, Where they were arrested and brought before the United States’ Commissioner;
the crew were all released, but a man supposed to be the master was committed for trial
upon the charge of having been engaged in the Slave Trade, and will be tried on the 1st of
May next. From appearances I should judge that this vessel had landed a cargo of slaves
a few days previous to being run ashore upon the Florida Reef. The ship had no anchors
and chain, which shows that the vessel must have left in haste ; report says that the vessel
slipped her chains on the coast of Africa, having been chased by a British steamer. The
brig was got off by the wreckers, and seized by a revenue officer, and has been forfeited to
the United States for being engaged in the Slave Trade, and will be sold on the 18th of
this month by the United States’ Marshal. The negroes were landedin Cuba.

Sir,

 

_ I am, &c.
(Signed) W. PINKNEY.

No. 331. ,

Consul Tulin to Lord J. Russell..—(Received December 26.) ,

(Extract) Mobile, December 6, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to report to your, Lordship that, oh the 20th ultimo, the United

:States’ steamer “Mohawk,” Lieutenant T. Augustus Craven. commanding, arrived in the
harbour of Key West, in Florida, having in tow the American brig “Cygnet,” of New York,
captured, on the 18th instant, about twelve miles from the entrance of Sagua la Grande,
:Cuba. She had landed a cargo of slaves about twelve hours previously. The slave-deck
had been removed, but the evidences of one Were still there; She had on board 5,000
“gallons of water, a large quantity of beans, fish, and other articles. , '

The vessel was partially stripped, the water hot in the coppers, and the breakfaSt-table
set, but no one was found on board. '.

From memoranda found, she had landed about 250 slaves, and was commanded by
«one Gunderson. She was lying within a. mile of the Key, ‘and inside of the reef. A prize-
«crew was put on board, and the vessel towed into the port of Key west.

The “ Oygnet,” is reported to be a fine brig of upwards of 200 tons, was built in Calis,
M238, in 1856, coppered in Baltimore in 1858, and has a new suit of sails and a good
on .
1 The case will be tried at the January term of the United States’ District Court at that

p ace. , '
The “Mohawk ” afterwards left Key West for Cuba.
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UNITED“ STATES. (Consula7‘)—-—Nem Orleans.

 

No. 332.

V Lord J. Russell to Consul Mara.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofice, January 21, 1860.
HER Majesty’s Minister in Mexico has recently transmitted to me a copy .of a‘note

received by him from the Mexican Government, . acquainting him that Don Francisco - '
Reche and Mercia, the Consul at New Orleans of the Government established at Vera ,-
Cruz, has furnished letters of marque, under the Mexican flag, to vessels engaged'in the
Slave Trade. _ ' ' '

I inclose herewith a. translation of the Mexican Minister’s notefi'e and I have to desire
that you will endeavour to ascertain Whether ‘ his information is well founded; and, if so,‘

' that you will furnish me with the names of the vessels Which have been thus furnished
with letters of marque.

I am, &c. ‘
(Signed). J. RUSSELL.

 

*" Inclosure in No. 82.
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UNITED STATES,’ (Consular)—Savanna/z.

 

No. 333.

Acting Consul Taylor to the Earl of_Melmesbury.—.—(Received May 24.)

(Extract) Savannah, May 6, 1859.
I HAVE the honour to report that the trial of the ‘yach “ Wanderer,” for being

implicated in the Slave Trade, is postponed until the next Term of the Court in November
proximo. . ‘ .

In reference to my despatch of the 15th of January, I have the honour to Inform you
that the case of the barque “ Angelita ” was dismissed, and the vessel delivered to her
owners.

 

No. 334.

Consul Molyneuw to Lord J. Russell.—(Receiv¢d December 20.)

My Lord, ‘ Savannah, November 28, 1859.
I HAVE the'honour to transmit to your Lordship newspaper slips containinga. report

in detail of the trial, at the present term of the United States’ Circuit Court, of Nicholas
A. Brown, Juan Rajesta, and Miguel Arguirer,., three seamen belonging to the yacht
“ Wanderer,” against whom bills of indictment were found at the January term for being
engaged in the Slave Trade.

The trial lasted several days ; and after an able charge from Judge Wayne, the jury,
having deliberated nearly twenty-four hours, rendered a verdict of N0t Guilty.

‘ ' " ' ‘ Ihave,&c.
(Signed) E. MOLYNEUX.

 

Inclosure in No. 334.

Newspaper Extracts.

 

No. 3315.

Consul Molyneua} to Lord J. Russell.‘—(Received December 20.)

My Lord, Savannah, November 30, 1859.
A I HAVE to report to your Lordship that Nicholas A. Brown, one of the crew of the

yacht “ Wanderer,” has beenttried, on a second indictment,. ’for bringing Africans into the
jurisdiction of the United States, and holding them as slaves; but, pending the delibe-
tration of the jury, the Foreman being taken ill, by consent of Counsel the jury were
discharged, Judge Wayne announcing the case a mis-trial. ’

It is rumoured that the jury stood eight for acquittal, and four for conviction.
The prisoner Brown is still in custody, there being a. third indictment against him.
In the second indictment preferred against the other two seamen of the “ Wanderer,”

Juan Rajesta. and Miguel Arguirer, the Grand Jury found “ N0 Bill,” and they have been
discharged. ‘ '

, ' I have, &c.
(Signed) E. MOLYNEUX.

 


