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LIST OF PAPERS.

 

AFRICA. Consular—(Bigkt of Benin.)

No. Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1856 1856

1. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . Feb. 18 May 5 Respecting purchase of slaves by
Sierra Leone emigrants. Ob-
servations on retrog1ession
from civilisation of those who
formerly returned to Abbeo-
kuta . .. 1

2. ,, ,, .. Feb. 21 May 5 Reporting supposed disembarka-
tion of slaves at Cape Frio and
at Camamou,_ between Bahia,
and Pernam-biico 1.. , 3

3. ,, ,, .. Feb. 26 May 5 Remonstrance with the Sierra
Leone, &C., traders, and With
the A1ake and Chiefs of Ab-
beokuta, against their frequent
maraudingexpeditions. Desire
of Chiefs to obtain cotton-
cleaning machines . . 3

4. ,, ,, . . Mar. 24 May 5 Reporting his visit to River
' ' Beninin Her Majesty’s steam-

' vessel “ Bloodhound” . 4
5. ,, ,, 1 .. Mar. 26 May 5 Reporting an intention on the

part of Tinnahoo and others to
expel the Sierra Leone and
Brazilian emigrants and the

, ' merchants from Lagos 6
6. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . May 17 . . Purchase of slaves by liberated

' Africans residing at Lagos . 8
7. ,, ,7 ,, .. May '17 .. Approving steps taken to pre-

- v vent the marauding expedi-
tions of the Abheokutans . . 8

8. ,, ,, .. May 17 .. Approving proceedmgs in the
enin River. Has recom-

mended to Admiralty that it
should be revisited as soon as

, - avessel'ls available . .. 9
9- u 9 ..May 17- .. Approving proceedings respect-

1 ing conspiracy at Lagos. Has
recommended Admiralty to
keep a sufficient f'mce near

’ ' Lagos . 9
10- u , n‘ .. May 17 .. Transmitting copy of despatch

' froni Mr. Howard, respecting
ill‘treatment of emancipados
by masters of the “Geneml
Rego” and “ E11111 To
send any further information

, he can procme 9
11- ,, ,, . .. May 20 .. Transmitting copy of despatch

from Mr Howmd. Substance
' of depositions of Captain Lage,

‘ . ‘ ' of the “ General Rego” . 10
12- _ ,‘, . . ,, June 10 .. Transmitting copy of despatch

' ' from Mr. Howard. Proceed-
ings of Portuguese Govern-
ment against the Master. of‘
the “ Gene1a1Rego,”a1ias
“Africano” ' .._ 10   



0F PAPERS.“7 LIST

No. Date.
1856

13. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon May 1

l4. ,, ,, May 2

15. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . . June 30

16. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . May 26

17. ,, ,, . . May 27

18. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . . July 7

l9. ,, ,, . ; July 7

2o. ,. ' ,, .. July 14

21. ,, - ,, .. Jqu 15

22. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . June 14

23. ,. ,, .. June 24

24. ,, ,, . . June 26

25. ,, ,, . . June 26

26. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell ‘. ._ Aug. 30

27° n 7 I , i) .. Ang. 30

28. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . July .14

29. ,, ,, .. July 16

300 ” ‘ ” 0e July 29

31. _ ,g . ’5 "no Aug- 18  

Receipt.
1856

June 26

June 26

July 5

July 5

0.

July

July

July

July

.0

Sept. 5

Sept. 5

Sept. 5

Oct. 9  

SUBJECT.

Kosoko’s wish that his annual
stipend may be expended in
articles of ornament and utility

Reporting his visit to Palma,
Kosoko’s port of trade

Copy of Mr. Jerningham’s
despatch of May 9, respecting
ill-treatment of free Africans
by the masters of “General
Rego ” and “ Emilia ” .

Reporting Tinnaboo's expulsion
from Lagos . . . . . .

Practice of destroying twin
children and their parents in
Lagos. Suggesting a supple-
mental Treaty with the King
and Chiefs for its abolition . .

May pay Kosoko his allowance
in articles of ornament and
utility. . . . . . . .

Satisfaction at favourable re-
ports of state of Palma and of
interior of the country . .

Approving proceedings respect-
ing the expulsion from Lagos
of the woman Tinnaboo . .

Answer to despatch of May 27.
To endeavour to negotiate a
Treaty to stop practice of
destroying twins

Reporting great improvement
that has taken place in the
countries around Lagos since
Kosoko’s expulsion . . . .

Desirableness of steamer of light
draught for service in rivers
and lagoons in Eight of Benin

Reporting King of Dahomey’s
seeking the aid ofnative Powers
to join him in an attack on
Abbeokuta .. .. ' ..

Transmitting copy of letter from
Messrs. Cheetham and Henry,

- of the Benin River, complain-
ing of piratical attacks of the
Ejoe men on the trading canoes
proceeding with palm oil to
their factories . . .

Satisfaction at improved state of
the countries. around Lagos;
To make a communication to
native Chiefs to the effect
suggested in his .despatch of
June l4 . . . . . .

Major Ord’s communication on
behalfof the King ofDahomey.
Conditions upon which the
King’s claim to an allowance
will be considered . .

Development of the commerce of
the interior might suppress
slave-hunts of Felatah and
other tribes . . . . . .

Forcible debarkation of emanci-
pated Africans at Whydah.
Treatment by King of Daho-

n- .-

mey . . . . . . . .
Reporting death of Gezo, King
of Dahomey; and also of Wawu
end Possoo, two leading Chiefs
of Bedagry . . . .

Reporting embarketion of four
cargqesof slaves from Aghwey
and Little Popoe, since Novem-
ber 1855

Page

10

11

ll

12

13

14

14‘

14

15

I5

16

I7

19

21

21

24

25

26



  

LIST O_F PAPERS.

.No. Date. , Receipt.
1856 1856

32. Consul Campbell-to the Earl of Clarendon . . Aug. 19; Oct. 9

33. ,,7 ,, Aug. 30 Oct. 9

34. ,, , ,, Sept. 1 Oct. 9

35. ,The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell “ Oct. 14

36. ,, ,, Oct. 20

37. ' ,, ,, .., Oct. 22 .

38. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon ..' Oct. ’ 1' Nov. 8'7

39. ,, , ,, . .‘ Nov, 4 Dec. 9

1857
40. ,, ,, . ._ Dec, 4 Jan. 8

. 1857
41. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . . Jan. 22 ..

42. ,, ,, .. Jun. 22 ..

43. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon .. Jan. 5 Feb. 11

44. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . . Mar. 9 ..

.45. Cansul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . Feb. 2 Mar. 14

4s. ,, ,,t Feb. 4 Mar. 14

'47-. The’Earl of Clarendon to Consul‘ Campbell . . Mar. 19 .  

SUBJECT. ‘

’Hopes of slave-tradexjs excited
by successful emharkation of
several cargoes of slaves from
ports in the Bight of Benin.
Suggesting adoption of rigor-
ous measures against Chiefs of
Aghwey 3.th Little Popoe, fox? '
repeated infraction of their

' Treaty engagements . . . .
Transmitting letter from Chief
of Abbeokute. to HerlMajesty

Advising having drawn on the
Lords ofthe Treasuryfor 225L,
amount of Kosoko’s annuity
due December 31, 1855

Extract from Mr. Jerningham’s‘
despatch of August 1 2, respect-
ing 4 Africans. forming part of
the crew of a French fleesel at
Bahia. . . . . . _,

Answer to despatch of July 14,
recommending opening of com-
mercial intercourse with the
Felatah tribes. Board of Trade
have referred it to proper par-
ties . . . . . .

To confer with Commodore
Adams as to measures for
punishing Chiefs of Aghwey
and Little Popoe for infraction
of Slave '1‘ra_de Treaties ~

Reporting Kosoko’s intehtion to
attack Lagos, on his route to
‘Addoo . . . . . .

Reporting that Kosoko had
made no movement since his‘
previous despatch of October 1

Respecting embm'kation of four
kroomen on board French
schooner “ La Jeune Elise” . .

Approving proceedings relative
to embarkation of four kroomen
on board French schooner “ La.
Jeune Elise” . . . . .

Answer to despatch of June 24.
The “ Drake,” u. vessel of light
draught, is ordered for service
in the rivers and lagoons of
Bight 9f Benin ‘ .V. . .

Transmitting his report oh trade
of Lagos end of the Bight of
Benin for 1856 .. ..

Receipt of above. Desire of Her
Majesty’s Government to pro-
mote cultivation of cotton in
countries adjacent to the Niger

Reporting his visit to the Benin
, river, in Her Majesty’s steam-
vessel “ Bloodhound" . .

Reporting having received infor-
mation that two vessels had,
duriiig- the last month, em-
barked slaves from Appi Vista.
and Jaboo Vista . . . .

Approving No. 3 respecting his
visit to Benin River . . .

AFRICA; (Consumm—Bight of Biafm.

V '48. The Ea'fl o'f Ci’aréhdén to Cohan] Hutchinson Q
1856 ’

Apij. I5
1856

Code of ByealaWS for trade at
Cameroons may be sanctioned.
Cannot- guarantee possession
of ground for Court-house . .

V

Page

27

27

29

30

30

30

31

32

32

33

33

33

37

38

39

39

40



50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

59.

60.

61.

6'2.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

LIST‘ OF PAPERS.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon .

3)

‘H

91'

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson .

Mr. Hammond to Consul Hutchinson

H

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon .

i,

”,

n

"i

u

”

1’

:a'

)1

’i

n

5’

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson .

5!

’5

,3

J}

’9

9’

. July 7

July 15 

Date.
185 6

Mar. 24

M111'. 24

Mar. 24

Mar. 24

May 17

May 17

June 19

Apr. 30

Apr. 30

Apr. 30

Apr. 30

Apr. 30

A

May 24

May 24

May 24

May 24

July 7

July 7

July 7  

Receipt.
1 856

May 5

May 5

June 26

June 26

June 26

June 26

June 26

July 5

July 5

July :1

July 5

 

SUBJECT. Page

Acknowledging receipt of des-
patch relative to ex-King
Pepple'5 wish to proceed to
England . .

Acknowledging despatcii regard-
ing payment of Amacree'5 third
and last annual present .

Receipt of correspondence be-
tween Lord Howden and Gene-
1211 Zavala respecting Spanish
Roman Catholic Mission to
Fernando Po. .

Respecting Slave T1ade between
Zanga Tanga and Prince5
Island.

Answer to despatch of March 24.
Ex~King Pepple to be allowed
to reside at Sierra Leone . .
Approving his letter to Commo-
do1e Adams, reporting Slave
T1ade carried on between
7anga Tang'a and Prince’s
Island

Shipment of 1,000 silve1'dolla1's
for payment of King Amacree’3
last annual present

Inclosing Additional Articles to
Bonny Comme1cial Treaty..

Touching complaints made by
the supercargoes . .

Account of his visit to Kihg
Amaciee, and of the complaints
made against him by the super-
cargoes . .

Inciosing a letter fromthe supei-
cargoes at Bonny, with copy
of reply

Transmitting a letter, with in-
closure, from Consul Murray,
relative to the Spanish Roman
Catholic Mission to Fernando
Po . .

Explaining the two points of
Article II in the Treaty made
at Old Town, Old Calabar. on
the 2lst January last . ‘: .

Acknowledging approbation of
his form of manumission paper

Acknowledging approval of
having bound over two Sierra;
Leone men in Old Calabar to
keep the peace towards their
wives .

Acknowledging approval of Her,
Majesty’s Gove1nment and the
Board of Trade, of the Bye-
laws sanctioned at Cameroons.

Approving his sanctioning Addi-
tional Articles to Bonny Com-
mercial Treaties . .

Approving steps taken by himto
obtain satisfaction and com-
pensation for Messrs. Cahill
and Caine, two supercargoes .

Approvinghis language to King
Amacree with regard to com-
plaints made against him by

. supercaigoes . ..

Approving his answer to a letter
fiom Chairman of Court of
Equityin Bonny river . .

His explanation respecting the
two points in Article II of the
Treaty with Old Calabar satis-
factory . . . .

4O

40

41

41

41

42

42

42

45

45

46

47

49

49

49

50

50

5O

51

51

51



N09

70. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon . June 24

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

’2

D, ..

’9

:v

7’

LIST OF PAPERS.

76. The Earl of Clafendpn to Consfil Hutchinson .

77.

78.

:3

.J!

. ,,.

,,

79. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon .

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

”

27

D

’1

1’

,5

3)

2’

33:

3?

9")

87. The Earl of Clarendoh toConsul Hutchinsen .

58. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of' Clarendon .

89.

90.

91.

92.

,J)

J,

9,

a)

.u

93. The Earl of Clarendon t9 ConsulHutchinson .

94. Cenvsu‘l‘Hhtchinson to the E511 of Clarendon V .

Date.
1856

June 24

June 24

June 24

June 24

June 24

Aug. 12

Aug. 13

Aug. 23

June 24

July 28

July 28

Aug. 26

Sept. 24

Sept. 27

Sept. 29

Sept. 29

Nov. 17

Oct. 20   

Receipt.
1856

July

July

July

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct. a

Nov.

Nov. ‘

Nov.

Nov.

I Nov.

Dec.

31

31

31.

  
i

SUBJECT.

Transmitting complaints of mis-
sionaries of OIdCaIahar against
Duke Ephraim, King of Duke
Town ; remonstrance of super-
cargoes; and an Agreement
made with the said King . .

Has given Don Martinez y
Sanz a copy of the orders to
protect the Spanish schooner
“ Leonor" . . . .j . .

Complaint of Sierra Leone resi-
dents at Old Calabar, of
attempts of supercargoes to
drive them out . . . .

Rev; Mr. Anderson’s objection
to Mr. Lynslager’s arrange-
ment for the safety of twins at
Old Calabar . . . . . .

Respecting slave-tradi ng between

Island , . .
King l’epple’s removal from
Ascension to Sierra Leone . .

Approving protection given to
schooner “ Leonor” . . . .

Approving proceedings in Old
Calabar, and Treaty With the
King and Chiefs .. . .

Protection and encouragement
to be afforded to natives wishing
to trade on their own account .

Transmitting list of manumitted
slaves . . . . . . .

Application from supercargoes
in Old Calabar for assistance
in the Cross river .. . .

Receipt of 1,000 dollars for
King Amac'ree . .

taken to obtain compensation
for Messrs. Cahill and Caine .

Acknowledging approval of
twelve Additional Articles to
Bonny Treaties . .

Acknowledging approval of
> ansv’ver to Court of Equity letter
Acknowledging approval of ex-
planation of Article: II in
Treaty- with the Chiefs of V Old

L Town, Calabar . . . .
Assault on a British supercargo
by natives at Old Calabar . .

Respecting liberated Africans
settled at Duke Town . .

Investigation of assault on a

at Old Calabar ' , . .
Code of Bye-Iaws for regulation
of trade at Old Calabar. Grant
of land from the King .

Receipt, of approval of having
given documents for protection
to the Spanish schooner “Leo-
nor ’ . . . . . . . .

Acknowledging approval of pro-
ceedings relative to complaints
against Duke Ephraim

Respecting complaint of Sierra
Leone settlers at Duke Town,
against Captain Davies, for ex-‘

' citing King and Chiefs to turn
them out . . -

_ _ Respecting conduct of supeII-

9
cargoes at Old Calabar , . .

Formation of a1} Equity Court
by supereargoes at; Old Cala-
bal‘ .. .. .. .. 

Zanga Tangn and Prince’s -

Ackndwledging approval of ste.p‘s

British supercarg'o, by natives,

v11,

Page

51

56

57

60

60

61

61

61

61

62

63

66

66

66

66

67

68

69.

83

84

84

85

85



viii LIST OF PAPERS.

No. ‘ Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
- 1856 1856

95. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon Nov. 1 Dec. 9 Result of application to Calabar
autho11t1es concerningthe Egbo
flogging

96- n n .. Nov. 3 .Dec. 9 Aeknowledginé. approvzfl nofr
letters to the supercargoes a1:
(Lameloons

97- n ,1 .. Nov. 3 Dec. 9 Aeknowledging approval of pro-
ceedings with refelence to

‘ , afl'ailfls111 Old Calabar
98, The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson Dec. 18 .. Approving lette'L to Duke

Ephlaim about the custom of
lperiodwally sending a masked
1111111 to flog the slaves he meets

. . . V 1857 with . .
99. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon Nov. 21 Jan. 8 Receipt of King Amae1ee for

last annual payment. .
100- n u . . Nov. 22 Jan. 8 Treaty between Blitish super-

cprgoes and Kings and Chiefs
of the Bentoand B11155 rivers.

101. ,‘, ,. ' . . Nov. 26 Jan. 8 Respecting liberated Af1icans
v 1857 resident at Old Cnlabau . .

102. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson Jan. 19 . . Agprovingpayme11tof1astmstal-
. v ment to King Amacme . .

103. ,1 n .. Jan. 23 . . Respecting Code of Bye-Iaws
negotiated with Chiefs of Brass
River, and Treaty with King
Kaya for abolition of Slave
Trade .

104. Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon. Jan. 26 Mar. 14 Copceming Egho slave-flogging
1 111 Old Calabar . -   

AFRICA. (Consular)——Liberig.

" 1856. I 1857
105. Consul Newnham to the Earl of Clarendon. . Dec. 31 Mar. 14 Report on SlaVe Trade at

Lliberia during 1856 . . . .

AFRICA. (Consular)-—Sherbra River.

. ' 1856 1856 v ' ‘
106. Consul-Geneml Hill to the Earl of Clarendon Mar. 19 May , 5 A proval of cohduct of Messrs.

' allard and Pike has been
conveyed to them . .

107. . :9 1. Mar.19 May 5 Liberation of_ 7 slams by ex-
‘ 1 King Pepple .

108. n - .. .. Oct. 7 .. Capture of 36 slaves 11y Lieu-
tenant Harger . . . , . .

109. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-General Hill Nov. 17 . . Ditto.Approva1 . .
1857 1857

87

88

88

89

89

90

95

96

96

96

97

98

98

98
99

110. Consul-GeneraIHill to the Earl of Clarendon 19.11.28 Mar. 14 Approve! of Her Majesty’s -
Governmem has been conveyed
to Lieutenant H111ger . .

 

BRAZIL.

' 1856 1856
111. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham . . Apr: 8 . . Arrangements for purchase of

. v ' José Maria are nearly com-
v p1eted..

112. Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon .. Ma1'.6 Apr. 12 Thanks of B1azilian Govern-
‘ ' ment for appreciation of its

conduct1n case of “Mary E.
.. Smith'’ .

113. ,, ,, . . Mar. 8 Apr 12 Case of the 3 slaves of the 1:1te
V John Craven. . .

99

100

101

. 102



No.

LIST OF PAPERS.

114. Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon . .

115.

116. The Earl of' Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham . . .

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

n

b

”

u

5’

,I

”

’2

,,

122.1Mr. Jemingham to the'anrI of Clarendon . .

125.

126.

127.

H

M

,9

1!

‘ n'

’7

,1

I!

l!

128. The Earl of ClfirendOn to Mr. Jerningham . .

129.

130. V

131.

132.

.133.

134.

135. Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of_C1arendon

136.

.137.

138.

139.

CLASS B'.

V H

I)

Q)

l)

I,

n.

”

l)

’5

l)

'”

n'

3’

”

’l

3!

’7

Date.
1 856

V Mar. 8

Apr. 11

Apr. 11 1

. May 20

May 21

May 31

. June 4

June 1’4

Julie 6

May 8

jMay. 9 . May '12

.. May 12 

Receipt.
1856

Apr.

1 Apr.

.0

May

May

June

June

June

June

,June'

12

12

v Government '1'especting ship .
111

 

IX

SUBJECT. Page

Expected arrival of slaver
“Mary Stuart.” Confession
of the captain of the “Many.
E. Smit ” .. .. ..

Slaver abandoned near Cara-
vellas . . . . . '.

Approving proceedings respect-
ing Mr. Craven’s slaves

Approving his proceedings re-
garding the “Mary E. Smith ”

Approving proceedings respect-
ing certain suspected vessels; .

Loanda. Commissioners' report
of activity of slave-traders . .

Movements of slave-trader Avel-
Iar . . . . . . . .

Respecting conduct of Portu-
guese shipmasters in forcing

102

105

105

106

106

.106

106

liberated African passengers '
to disembark at Whydah and
Aghwey. Result of repre-
-sentation to Portuguese Go- ‘
vernment . . . . . ..

Rumours respecting landing of
300 Africans in Alagoas un-
founded . .. .. ..

Respecting emancipados in em-
ploy of Government, their
right to freedom-

Complaint of Brazilinh GOVEI:I'1- >
ment- respecting slaves con-
«cealed on English vessels.
Further proceedings respecting
slaves of late Mr. Craven

Correspondence with Brazilian

abandoned at Caravellas
Respecting expulsion ofthe slave-
trader Avellar from Brazil . .

Slave Trade movements at Bania.
Despatch from Consul Morgan

Information received. by Cunsul
Campbell of landing of two
cargoes 'of slaves in Brazil

Correspondence with Portuguese
Government. 11] treatment of
freed hegroes by masters of
-Portugl1ese vessels “General
Rego” and “ Emilia" . .

Depositions of Captain Lage of
“General Rego" . . .

Approving proceedings respect-
ing wreck of a slaver near

p Caravellas . . . .
Respecting position of libertos
inBrazfl . . . . . .

Regret ofHer Majesty’s Govern-
ment at delay of liberation of
the slaves, of the late J.VCraven

Supposed intention of contrac-
tors for $50 Francisco‘Railway

» to employ slave labour
His Imperial Majesty’s speech
on opening of Chambers _

Has reported to Imperial Go-
vernment barbarous conduct of
Portuguese captains at Lagos.

‘Has conveyed thanks of Her
Majesty’s Government to the
Imperial Government for cap-
ture of slaver “MaryE.Smith”

Expulsion of Avellar from Brazil
Was spontaneous act of the
Brazilian Government

Respecting fugitive slave José
M11 riu

107

107

108

109

111

114

116.

116

117

117

117

118

. 118

. 119

120



X V

No.

LIST OF PAPERS.

140. Mr. Jer'ningham to the Earl of Clarendon . .

141.

142.

143. The Earl of Clairendon to Mr. Jerningham .-

144.

”4

”

l)

H

145. M1. Jérniiigham 10 the Earl of Clarendon .

146.

147.

148.

149.

150. The Earl of.Claréndon 1.0,IM1'. Jemingham .

I51.

1!

)9

,3,

fl

”_

l,

‘9!

. _ 1’”

Date.
185 6

May, 12

May 12

May 14

June 19

June 30

June 9

June 10

June 112

- June 13

. June 13

no

152. M12 Jefiiingham tothe Em of Clarendon . .

153.

154. ' "

1‘55; _‘ 7_

156;

157.

158.

5’,

2.9"

n. g

,1,

,5!

”

‘i ’

,”

J,

159. The Earl of Claréildon- to Mr. Jemingham .

160'.

161.

39

n, -”

163. Mr.'Jer11111gh11111 to the Earl of Clarendon . .

164. ‘ '

165._

.166.

167.

’1'

, )2

3,

’5

,3.

3i

..  
July ’12

July 14

July 11

July 11

July 11

. July 11

July. 14

July 14

- July 14

Aug. 17

. Aug. 18

Aug. 19

Aug. 7

. Aug. 10

Aug. 10

Aug.'12

Aug. 1 2  

Receipt.
1856

June 9

Junev 9

June 9

July 9

July

July

July
<
D
<
D
¢
D
¢
D

July

Aug. 11

Aug. 11

Aug. 11

Aug. 1 1

Aug. 1 1

Aug. 11

Aug. 11

Sept. 8

Sept. 8

Sept. 8

Sept. 8

Sept. 8  

SUBJECT. Page

Has conveyed to Brazilian Go-
vernment Mr. Campbell’s des-
patch respecting increase of
Slave Trade in Bight of Benin 123

Has expressed to Brazilian Go- ’
vernment satisfaction of Her
Majesty’5 Government respect-
ing M. Monteiro’s proceedings
in case of José Maria. . . 123

Suspected slavers “ Cruz V"
and “ Santa Clara” . . 124

Respecting runaway slaves taking
refuge on board merchantmen
and men-of-war . . . . 125

Answer of San Francisco Rail-
way Company to charge that
their contractor intended to
employ slave labour . . . . 125

Respecting bond fo1 landing of
liberated Africans at places
designated by themselves . . 125

Respecting slaves of late J.
Craven . . 126

Cl‘rial and condemnation of slaver
“Mary E. Smith”.v 126

Reported landing of Africansat
Maranham . . . . 128

Depositions of master of “ Mary
E. Smit ” . . 128

Respecting expulsion of Aveliar . 1
from Brazil . - ' . . . 133

Approving representations to
Brazilian Government respect-
ing security for landing libe-
rated Africans Where they wish 133

Extracts of Report of Minister .
of Justice touching captme of
slavers at Serinhaem and St.
Matthew’s .. .. .. 133

Rumoured landing of slaves at 1
Itacaré 135

Speech of Viscount Albuquerque
on Slave Trade. Suggests or-
ganisation of Coast Guard . . 137

Detention of schooner “Emilia.”
Rumours of slave landings at
Turyassu and Itacaré .. 138

Continued bondage of certificated
negroes employed in public
departments . . 140

No reason to suspect landing of
slaves1n Brazil as reported by v
Mr. Campbell . . .. 140

Sentence on stealers of Africans
at Serinhaem. . . . . . 144

Approval of communications re-
specting suspected slavers ,
“Emiliw’ and “Africano” . . 147

Approving communications to
Brazilian Government respect-
iiig detention of ernancipados . 147

Hope that Brazilian Government
will put a stop to coasting Slave
Trade . . . . 147

Instructions concerning slaves
taking refuge on board British
men-of-war . . 148

French house suspected of slave-
trading speculations . . 148

Landing of Africans at Tury—
assu not confirmed. Security
required from consignee of ‘
“Emilia” .. 149

Captain of the “W.Wilson”
suspected of taking- a letter ,
for J. O. dos Santos . .. 151

Search of “Eliza Jane,” United
States’ schooner .. .. 154



LIST 0F ‘ PAPERS. ' X!
No. , Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page

1856 1856 .168. Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon . . Aug. 12 Sept. 8 Respecting employment of slave
labour on Pernambuco railway 158169. n , ,, . . Aug. 12 Sept. 8 Four free Bozal blacks brought

» in a French vessel to Bahia,. not sufi'ered to land . . . . 158170. ,, ,, ' . . Aug. 14‘ Sept. 8 Refutes assertion of Senhor Mm
reira that Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment were uninformed of- truth of Serinhaem affair . . 159171. The Earl of' Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham.. Sept. 8 .. Copy of Coast-Guard Regula-
tions for communication to;
Brazilian Government .. 161172. ,,‘ ,, .. Sept. 22 .. Brazilian Africans landed at'
Whydah from “General Rego”
put to death by the King of
Dahomey .. .. .. 161173. ',,r . ,, .. Oct. 6 .. Approving letters to Brazilian
Government respecting “Emi-
lia,” and other suspected‘ " slavers . . . . . . 162174. Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon .. Sept.,11 Oct. 11 Senhor Paranhos’ answer to

t ’ Memorandum on Slave Trade 162175. \ ,, ,', .. Sept. 11 Oct. 11 No slaves landed at River Mu-» ' cury; fears as to recommence-
ment ofSlave Trade in northern.
provinces . . . . . . 163176. ‘ . ,, ' ‘ , ,, . .1 Sept. 13 Oct. 11 Communication to Senhor Pa-' ‘ ' - ranhos on Slave Trade . . 164I77. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham . . Oct. 31 . . Approving communication to'
Senhor Paranhos . . 165178. The Earl of Clarenaon to Mr.’ Scarlett . . Nov. 8 . . Letter .to Pernambuco Railway~ ‘- ‘ ‘ Company respecting employ-

» ment of slave labour '.2 . . 165179. ~,, ,, y . . Nov. 9 .. Reply to Senhor Paranhos re-
specting Serinhaem case . . 165

Sept. 24 Nov. 12 Slave Trade movements at Ben- _
guella, Cabinda, and Loango . 170181. ,, ,, ,. . Oct. 13 Nov. 12 Respecting importation of slaves~ . . ‘ . from north to south provinces . 170182. -,, ,, ' .. Oct. 13 Nov. 12 Freedom of emancipated slaves ‘‘ ., demanded from Government of

v"
180. Mr. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon -

» '- . - -. ,. ~ > Brazil .. .. .. 171183. ,, ' . v ,, . . Oct. 14 Nov. 12 CopyofCoast-GuardRegulations. . - » T forwarded to Brazilian Govern-» . - ' ment.. .. .. .. 172184. ,, , ’ ~ . ,-, ‘.. Oct. 14 Nov. 12 Slavers suspected of taking in' v ' ‘ v V water, ‘&c., at the Canaries . 172185. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Scarlett . . Nov. 25 . . To urge Brazilian Government ‘' ‘ -' '- V ‘ to mitigate horrors of coasting
Slave Trade, if they cannot. abolish it . . ' .. .. 172186. - - ,, . -,, . _ Nov. 25 . . To make representations to Bra.-‘ . zilian Government respecting
Serinhaem afl'air ., .. 1'73. ~,, . . Nov. 26 .. Correspondence with Pernam-' buco RailWay Company, res-
pecting employment of slave, 7 labour .. .. .. 173188. ,, ‘ ,, .. Dec. 6 . . Correspondence presented to‘ é. ' House of Lords respecting_ , V 4. f ‘ Serinhaem affair ‘ . . . . 173' 1'89. ,, _ ,, . . Dec. 8 . . . Further correspondence with' Pernambuco Railway Company
respectingemployment of slaves
on their works . . . . 174190. Mr. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon . . Oct. 26 Dec. 9 Measures for prevention ofy . , . landing slaves at Sergipe, &c. 174191. ,, V ,, . . Nov. ‘11 Dec. 9 Expected landing of Blacks at. ' ' Jurapatuba river. Return of
Pareto, a notorious slave-_ , ' V ’ trader, to Brazil . . . . 175192. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Scarlett . . Dec. 18 . . Slave Trade proceedings in Por-’ , ' tuguese possessions 011 west_ . coast of Africa . , , . 1.77;, ,; - . . Dec. 19 . . - Approving communication to

- Brazilian Government respect-
ing contemplated landing of

. slaves, and return of Pareto . 177

. 187. » ”.,

193.    



xii LIST 011 PAPERS.

No.

194. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Scarlett

195. Mr. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon

196. ,j n

197. ,, v

198. ,, ‘ .

199. ,, n

200. ,, ' ..

201- ' ,, n

202. The Earlof Clarendon to Mr. Scarlett

203. ,, > .n

204. ‘,, u

205. ,, ,,

206. Mr. Scarlettvto the Earl of Clarendon

207. ,, »

209. ,, ' n

210. ,, I n

211. .The Earl of Clarendonkto Mr. Scarlett

212. - ,, ,,

V213. , ,, ‘ A n

' 214. . ,,' ,.

215. ,, / ,-. .

o:  

Date.
1856

. Dec.

. Nov.

. Now

.> Dec.

. Dec.

. Dec.

Dec.

. Dec.

19

1:7

15

4

11

ll

13

15

1857
. Jan.

. Jan.

. Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

. Jan.

Jan.

. Jan.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

. Feb.

19

26

27

27

ll

12

12

13

25

26.

27

28  

Receipt.
1857

Jan. 1

Jan. 1

Jan. 13‘

Jan. 13

Jan. 13

Jan. 13

Jan. 13

Feb. 14

Feb. 14

Feb. 14

Feb. 14

 

SUBJECT. Page

Her Majesty’s Government
trust justice will be done to
Mr. Dickson, at Paré . . I77

Measures to prevent landing of
slaves at Se1gipe, &c. . 178

O‘orrespondence with Consul
Vines on case of Mr.Dickson.179

The 3 slaves of M1. Craven
declared free by Court of Re-
lagao .. 182

No slaves have been landed at
Assn . 183

Acquittal of all concemedin
Se1inhaem affair by Court of
Relaeao. Dismissal of Judges 184

Arrival at Pernambuco of
suspected Portuguese brig
“Amalia" .. . . 184

Acknowledging instructions res-
pecting the Serinhaem affair
and Mr. Cowpe1’s exequatur. . 185

Relating to slave-vessels receiving
supplies from Canaiy Islands. 185

Satisfaction of Her Majesty’s
Government at dismissal of
Judges of Relaeao . . 185

Satisfaction of Her Majesty’s
Govemment respecting sen-
tence of Court of Relaefio for
freedom of Mr. Craven’s slaves 186

Approving steps respecting sus-
pected vessel “ Amalia" .. 186

Arrival at Bahia of the “ Jeune
Elise" with flee blacks as
eiew . . 186

Brazilian Government Will try
to mitigate evils of coasting
Slave Trade . . . . 187

Colonel Drummond has again
been prosecutedIn 'connection
with Serinhaem affair 187

Information respecting“ Sophia"
and “ MaryShunt". . . 188

T10press Brazilian Government
to conclude a Treaty that
shall effectually prevent rev
vival of Slave Trade . . . . 188

Respecting embarkation of 4
kroomen on board of the
“ Jeune Elise” . . 188

Brazilian Government might
introduce Law for preventing
coasting Slave Trade . . . 188

Satisfaction of Her Majesty’s
Government at granting of
Consul Cowpers exequatur. 189

Transmitting despatches from
Consul Cowper respecting pro-
secution of Colonel Drummond 189

 

BRAZIL.

216. 00113111 Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon

21 7| ’9 5’

218. The Earl of Clarendon to Consdl Morgan

£19. Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon . .

(Consular)—-Bahz’a.

o.

.1

 

1856 1856
. Mar. 4 Apr.12

Mar. 8 Apr. 12

Apr. 28

Mar. 31 May 16  

Receipt of circular respecting
Act prohibiting British sub-
jects to hold slaves . . . 190

Documents found in possession
ofa passenger on board “Ma'
E. Smith” relating to Slave
Trade. . . 190

Approval of conduct respecting
“MaryE. Smith." .. .. 192

Quarterly return of vessels trad-
ing with Africa . . . . 192



No.

LIST OF PAPERS."

220‘. Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon . .

221.

222.

223.

’l

3’

9’

1’

7’

'5’

224. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan ..

225.

226.

227.

228.

229.

230.

231.

232.

233.

234.

235.

236.

237.

238.

239.

240.

’3

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon .

9,

D

1,

,1

9)

’5

’1

,3

n

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan . .

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon .

3’

9)

D

53

3,

1’

,9

fl

”

Déte.
1 85 6

Apr. ‘6

. ‘Apr. 8

. Apr. 18

. Apr. 19

May 31

May 31

. May 31

Apr. 30

. May 17

May 29

. June 30

o-

241. The*Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan . .

242. Consul 'Mgrgap to the Earl 9f Clarendon

243.

244.

245.

246.

v

”

’7

. H

J;

'on 
. June 30

. July’ 10‘

July 11

. July 11

July 11

. July 14

Aug.20‘

Aug. 9'

. Aug. 11

Aug. 14

'Oct. 7

. Sept. 30

Oct. 4

Oct. 10

Oct. 14

I Nov.11- 

Receipt.
1856

May 16

May 16

May 16

May 16

June 9

June 9

July "9

Aug. 11

Aug. 11

Aug. 11

Aug. 11

Aug. 11

Aug. 11

Aug. 1]

Sept. '8

Sept. 8

Sept. 8

Nov. 11

Nov. 11

Nov. 11

Nov. 11

Dec. 9  

SUBJECT. Page

Condemnation of “Mary E.
Smith ” . . . . . .

Correspondence respecting sup-
pOsed attempt at slave-trading

‘ with Bahia . . . . . . 196
Copy of letter found on passe -
ger on board “Mary E.-Smit/z” 197

Proceedings of Brazilian Govern- _
ment with regard to parties
implicated in “MaryE. Smith” 197

Satisfaction at conduct of autho-
rities at Bahia for suppression >
of Slave Trade > . . . . 197

Thanks of Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment to President of Pro-
vince for his zeal in 're “Mary
E.sz'th” .. .. .. 198.

Approving letters to Mr. Jer-
ningham and Commander Need
respecting Slave Trade in Pro-
vince of Bahia , . . .. 198

Receipt of approval of proceed-
ings respecting “ 111mg E.
Smith ” . . . . . 198

Sentence against parties impli-
cated in “Mary E. Smith” . . 198

Receipt of despatch'relating to
documents on board "Mary E.
Smit ” . . . . . . 200

Half-yem‘ly Return of prices of
slaves.. .. .. - .. 201

Quarterly Return of vessels
trading with Africa . . . . 201

Copy of letter to Her Majesty’
Chal'gé d’Afi'aires at Rio re-
specting prevention of Slave
Trade. . . . . . . 204

Final sentence on parties impli-
cated in “.Mm'y E. Smith” . . 204

Receipt of despatch conveying
satisfaction of Her Majesty’s
Government at conduct of
authorities at Bahia ii) suppres-
sion of Slave Trade . . . . 206

Acknowledging approval of steps
respecting supposed Slave
Trade transactions at Bahia; . ‘ 206

Copy of' letter of thanks to Presi-
dent of Bahia for endeavours
to suppress Slave Trade . . 206

Suspicious ve‘ssel off south coast
of Bahia. Satisfaction at vigi-
lance of Brazilian authorities . 207

Correspondence relative to sup- -
posed Slave Trade ventures ofl"
coast of Brazil . . . . 207

Declarations by' late master of
“Mary E. Smith” . . . . 210

Capture of another person im-
plicated in “ Mary E. Smith” 212

Approving steps respecting sus-

194

‘ ‘pected slavers ofi‘ coast of
Paraiba . . . . . . 212

Quarterly Return of vessels -
trading with Africa. . . . . 213

Portuguese brig “Africano" sus-
’ pected of sl’aveétrading ‘ . . 215
Correspondence with Mr. Giolma.
respecting his position as
manager of a company for in—
suring the lives of slaves 215

Acknowledging despatch of
‘ August 20, respecting proceed— ‘
ings of authorities at, Bahia. . . 217

Correspondence with President
of Bahia respecting reported
landing of slaves in‘ Bahia . . 217



xiv LIST- OF PAPERS.

No. Date. Receipt.
1856 1856

247. Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarenden . . Nov. 11 Dec. 9

248. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan .. Dec. 18

' 1857
249. ,, v ,, .. Jan. 27 . .

. 1856 1857
250. Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon . . Dec. 31 Feb. 14

251. ,, - ' , .. Dec. 31 Feb. 14
, _ . - 1857

252. ,, ,, .. Feb. 23 Mar. 24  

SUBJECT. Page

Acknowledging approbation of
course pursued respecting sus-
ected slavers off coast of
araiba . . . . . . 219

Approving proceedings respect-
ing reported attempt to land
siaves at A336, and conduct of
authorities of Bahia . . . 1 219

Opinion of Law Oflicers respect-
111g proceedings of Mr. Giolma,
manager of a. company for
insuring lives of slaves . . 219

Half-yearly Return of prices of
slaves... 220

Quarterly Return of vessels
Wading with Africa. . . 220

Aqknowledging approvai of steps
respecting reported landing of
slaves at Assfi . . . . 222 

 

BRAZIL. (Consular)——Pard.

1856 1856

253. Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendon . . Apr. 28 June 24

254. ,, ,, .. Apr. 29 June 24

255. The Earl of Clarendon to Corisul Vines . . July 8 . .
256. Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendon . . July 30 Sept. 8

257. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines . . Oct. 7

258. Consul Vines tovthe Earl of Clarendon . . Sept. 29 Dec. 6
259. The Earl of Shelburne to Consul Vines . . Dec. 8 . .

260. Consul Vines to the Earl oflClarendon . . Oct. 30 Dec. 9

261. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines . . Dec. 19 . .57
- 18

262. Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendon .. N(N. 727 Jan. 14
185'

263 ,, , 1,, . . Jan. 21 Mar. 24

264. ,, , ,, .. Jan. 24 Mar. 24  265. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines . . Mar. 30 . .

 

Acknowledging approval of pro-
ceedings as to 2 slaves em-
ployed in the Government
arsenal 223

The case of Mr. A. Dickson’s
3 slaves .. .. .. 223

Ditto .. .. .. .. 224
The United States’ schooner
“Eliza Jane" suspected of
slave-trading.. . . . . 224

Approving steps respecting
“ Eliza, Jane” . . . . 226

Respecting Mr. Dickson’s slaves 227
Di'to. The whole case will be
brbught before Brazilian Go-
ve1nment . . . . . . 228

Diitlo. Further unsuccessful
representations to the Judge of
Orphans . . . . 228

Ditto.Instr11ctions sent to
Mr.Sca1'Iett.. . 229

Acknowledging approva1 ofsteps
respecting “Eliza Jane” .. 229

Annual Slave Trade report . . 230
Anticipates. favomable conclu-
sion in case of Mr. Dickson’s
3 slaves . . . . 231 Ditto. Approving proceedings. 231

BRAZIL. (Consular)f—Pernambuco.

. v 2 1856 1856
266. Consul CowPer to the Earl of Clarendon . . Apr. 15 May 16

267. ,, ' ,, ' . .. Apr. 15 May 16

268. The Earl of Clarendon 10,.Consu1Cowper . . June 30 1

July 4 Aug.ll269. Consul Coviper to the Earl 61’ Clarendon ‘ .

270. IV '” .1 ' 1‘ LI 7 1, V .. July 5 Aug.11

271. ~' ,',-. '1 - - V ,3 , .. Aug. 8 Sept. 8

272. I ' , ,V," _ > ,, 4 .1. Aug.16 Sept. 8  

Quarterly Repou: on Slave
Trade” 232

Respecting employment of slave
labom on Sao Francisco Rail-
way . .. 232

Answer of Sao Francisco Rail-
way Company to the chalge
that their contractor intended
to employ slave-labour . . 236

HaIf-yearly Retum of prices of
slaves . . . . .. 238

Qua1terly Return of vessels
trading with coast of Africa. . 240

Half-yearly Reture of prices of
slavesm Paraiba. . . . 242

Respecting employment of slaves on Pemambuco railway .. 242



LIST OF PAPERS. XV

No. Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page,
1856 1856

273. Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon .. Oct. 9 Nov. 1] Quarterly Report on Slave _
Trade . . . . . . . 244274- n a, .. Oct. 17- Nov.11 Remarks upon coasting Slave

Trade of Brazil. . . . . 246275. ,, ,, .. Oct. 20‘ Nov. 11 Statement of disposal of slaves
captured at Serinhaem . . 247276. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cowper . . Nov. 21 . . Approving his discouraging
coasting Slave Trade . . . 249277- n ,, . . Nov. 28 . . Approving‘refusal ofcertificate to
Portuguese schooner “ Ceres" 249278. Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon .. Oct. 29 Dec. 6 Recovery of 3 more Sel‘inhaem
Africans . . . . . . 249279. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cowper . . Dec. 8 . . Correspondence With Pernam-
buco Railway Company, res-
pecting employment of. slave

V labour . . .. .. . .. 249280. Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon .. Nov. 18 Dec. 9 Recapitulation . of Serinhaem" 1857. affair . . . . .. . . 253281 ,, _ n, .. Dec. 22 Jan. 14 Proposinga Mixed Commission
for inquiring into Serinhaem

1857 affair . . 254282. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cowper .. Feb. 3 . ..V Mr. Scarlett instructed to com-,
municate above propoposition

. ,. to Brazilian Government . . 254283. Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon ‘ . . Jan. 6 Feb. 14 Observations on correspondence
between Lord Shelburne and
Pernambuco Railway Company 254

   284. ,, -' ,,' .. Jan. 11 Feb. 14 QuarterlyReporton Slave Trade 255285. , . ”V " ,3 .. Jan. 13 Feb. 14 Returns of prices of slaves in‘ ‘ Pernambuco, Alagoas, and
Paraiba .. .. .. 257286. ,, ,, .. Jan. 14 Feb. 14 Opinion of Brazilian Govern-
‘ment on employment of slave

> labour on Pernambuco Railway 258287. ,, ,, .. Ja'n. 14 Feb. 14 Decision in case of Colonel
Drummond .. .. .. 259288. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cowper .. ' ‘eb. 28 .. Satisfaction at opinions enter-

- tained. by Chevalier Macedo,
respecting employment of slave‘ V labour on Pernambuco railway 259289. The Earl of Shelburne to Consul Cowper . . Mar. 7 . . Mr. Scarlett instructed to make: a representation to Brazilian
Government respecting prose-
cution of Colonel Drummond. 260290- Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon . . Jan. 24 Mar. 17 Annual Report on Slave Trade. 260291. ,, ,, .. Jan. 31 Mar. 17 Acknowledging receipt of Serin-. haem Correspondence pre- ‘
sented to Parliament. . . . 264   

 

292- ,, ,, .. Mar. 2 Mar. 24 Return of prices of slave,
Cearéu .. .. U 265

BRAZIL. ‘ (Consular)—Rz'o Grande do Sul.

V 1856 1856 ‘293. Acting Consul Gardener to the Earl of Apr. 19 June 9 Receipt of circular respeqtingClarendon ' l Act prohibiting British. sub-. ' 1857 jects to hold slaves . . . . 266294. Consul .Vereker to the Earl» of Clarendon. . . Nov. 1 Feb. 4 Half-yearly Return of prices of,,
slaves.. .. .. .. 266295. ,, ,, ' .. Nov. 1 Feb. 4 Ditto .. .. .. ..' 267296. .. ,, . >,, .. Dec. 31 Feb. 14 Ditto .. .. .. .. 267

 

BRAZIL. (Consular)’—Rio de Janeiro.

. . .» 1856 1856297. Consul WeStwood to the Earl of Clarendon . Mar. 10 Apr. 12 Receipt of circular respecting. x . Act prohibiting British sub-298. ,. . v ”. , . jects to hold slaves . . . .. . ' July 4 Aug. 11 HaIf-yearly Return of prices of
slaves.. .. .. .. 269

269



xfi

No. Date.
1856

299. Consul Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon . July 22

300. ” ‘ ” . Of§572

301. ,, . .1 ,, .. Jan. 5
302. ,, ,, , . Jan. 22

303. ,, > ,, . . Jan. 22

LIST OF PAPERS.

Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1856

Sept. 8 Quarterly return of vessels trad-
ing with Africa . . . . 270

Dec. 9 Dit‘to .. .. .. -. 272
1857

Feb. 14 Ditto . . .. 274
Mar. 24 No: slaves landed in 1856.

Amount and value of exports . 276
21 szdf-yearly return of prices of

slaves . .. ..
Mar.

276

 

BRAZIL. (Consular)—-St. Cathenine’s.

304.
vrendo‘n

305. ,, v

1856
Acting Consul Heaton to the Earl of C1a- Apr. 23 June 9

. Dec. 31

1856
Receipt of circular respecting
Act prohibiting British sub- .

1857 'fiects to hold slaves. . . . . 278
Mar. 24 £0 slaves during past year im-

ported from Africa . . . 278

 

BUEN‘OS AYRES.

306.

M O ‘
1

Consul Parish to the Earl of Clarendon

’.1 The Earl of Clarendbn to Consul Parish

1856 1857
Dec. 31 Feb. 14 ’Su‘spicions of a Spanish vessel,

1857
. Mar. 6

the “ Sultana.” being engaged
in Slave Traffic . . . . 279

. . Acknowledging above . . . . 280

 

. The Earl of Clarefidon 10 Lord Cowley

FRANCE.

1856
. Oct. 1 Arrival of a French vessel at

Bahia with 4 African blacks as
crew, who were not allowed to
lz‘md . . . . . . . . 281

 

309. Mr. Howard 1:0 the Ear1 of Clarendon

mm ’ n ”

311. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

312. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

313. v ' n

314. n ‘ n

315. u n

ma ” ”.

317-  7"” > I”'  

1856
. Mar. 18

. Mar. 28

Apr. 8

. . Apr. 3

Apr. 14

,m

Apr; ’18

Apr. 18

. Apr. 18  

PORTUGAL.

1856
Apr. 2 Correspondence with Viscount

d’Athoguia respecting embarka-
tion on board the “ Seamew"
of a settler and 10 slaves ..

Pumhase of fugitive slave José
Maris. nearly completed . 283

. . Approving note in re 10 slaves
.ex‘Kpoir'ted from Angola in “ Sea-
n‘new . . . . . . . .

Ha‘s readrto Minister for Foreign
A‘Lfl'airs despatches respecting

. fl‘lg'itive slave José Maria, and
rgnewal of Slave Trade in
Brazil . . . . . . .

Description of the “ Roberto,"
suspected ofa Slave Trade expe-
dition . . . . . . . 284

Correspondence with Viscount
d'Athogllia respecting the
s1ave-trader Avellar . . . . 286

Note to Viscount d’Athoguia re-
specting inhuman conduct of
masters of the “ General Rego”
and “ Emilia”? . . . 287

Communication with Brazilian
Minister on state of 'Slave
Trade. . _ . . . .

Has communicated to Portuguese
Government satisfaction of Her
Majesty's Government at pur-
chase of José Maria . .

282
Apr. 2

284
Apr. 12

284
Apr. 25

Apr. 25

Apr. 25

Apr. 25

288
Apr. 25  



No.

LIST OF PAPERS.

318. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon,

319.

320. The Earl of Clahendon to Mr. Ho'ward 1

321‘.

322.

323.

324.

325.

. 326.

327.

328.

329.

330.

331.

332.

$9 5’

l’ n

n n

n 5)

n ' 91

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendoh

” - :a‘

:3 ' . n

The Earl of Clarendon t6 Mr. Howard

’1 M

Mr. Howard to the Earl of crarenaon

’9 9)

383. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

334. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clahendon

335.

336.

337.

338. V

339.

340.

J! ’9

n H,

S, ’9

’9 ' 5’ '

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

’ 9"

CLAss B.

I 'd’

on

.-

May

. May_ 

Date.
1856

Apr. 18

Apr. 18

Apr.'26

Apr. 30

Apr.l30

May 1

May/ 1

Apr. -

Apr.

. 717

27

28

June 4

June 6 

Receipt.
1856

Apr. 25

Apr. 25

..'

.0

May

May

0‘

14‘

May 24

May

J une

June

June

24

xvii

SUBJECT. Page

Has notified to Viscount d'Atho-
guia approval of communica-
tion respecting settlers remov-
ing only their bondflda houSe-
hold servants. . . . . . 289

Project of Law for abolition of
slavery in India . . . .

Documents found in possession
of passenger captured on board
“ filmy E. Smith ” . .

Approval of application to Vis-
count Athoguia for description
of the “Roberto" . . . .

Approving request to Viscount
Athoguia that Portuguese Go- .
vernment would watch Avellar

Copy of despatch fromlLoanda
Commissirmers respecting in:
crease of Slave Trade to south
of Benguella . .

Report on Slave
Luanda for 1855 . . . .

Further particuhrs respecting
Portuguese vessel “ Roberta". 291

Purchase of José Maria, the
, fugitive slave, by Senhor Ma-
g‘alhaes . . . . . .

Communication with Portuguese.
Minister for Foreign Afi'airs
respecting- Slave Trade in Por-
tuguese African possessions.

Appmving language held to Por-
tuguese Minister respecting ,
“Roberta" . . ' . .

Satisfaction of Her Majesty's
Government at purchase of
fugitive slave, José Maria . .

Approving communication to
Portuguese Government re-
specting proceedings of slave-
dealers in Portuguese posses-
sions on west coast of Africa .

Arrest of Captain Lage for com-
plicity in Slave Trade in caSe
ot' ‘.‘ Emilia," . . . . .

Substance of deposition of Cap?
, tain Lage .. .. ..

290

. . 290

291

291

291
:1‘1'ade .a.t

291

293

293,

295

295

295

295

298
V “Approving proceedings respect-

' ing ill-treatmeut ot'free African
passengers on board “ General
Rego ” zmd “ Emilia, " . .

Haspommunicatéd to Portuguese
' _Governmen_t .,_information of
Commissioners at Luanda l‘e-
specting Slave Trade. Portu-

' guese Government are about,
to send out another corvette.
Proposal to expel slave-traders
from Portuguese possosfions. . '

Interview betwven Senhor Ma-
galhaes and the'fugitive slave
José Maria . . .». . .

Note from Viscount d’Athognia
concerning instructions to Go-
vernor-Gcneml of Angola. to
watch De Carpo and Silva
Correa . . . . . .

Has communicated to Senhor
Magalhaes satisfaction of. flex:
Majesty’sGovernment at pur-
chase of' José Maria . . . .

Note from Viscount d‘Athoguia
respecting “ General Rego ”
case . . . . . . . .

Article from “ Jornal do Com-
‘mercib” respecting expulsion -
of' Avellm‘ from Brazil . . 302

Approvilf‘g proceedings reported
I in despatch of 27th ultimo . 302

299

299

300

300 V

301

301 



xviii

No.

341. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

342. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

343. ',, ' . ,.

344. Mr.Howa1-d to the Earl of Clarendon

345. ' ,, , ,,

346. ‘ _ ” ’ u

347. The Earl of Clarendon to Count Lavradio . .

348. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard .

349. . ,, . u

350. Mr. Howai‘d to the Earl of Clarendon

351. ‘ ',, , ' , .1

352. L ,, . ,.

353. V ,. i ‘ . n

354. The Earl’of Clarendoh to Mr. Howard

355. Mr. Howard to the E3110? Clarendon

356. V ‘ ,. ;,

357i ,, L ,.

358. ,, ’ . 1,

359- .” 5}

360. The Earl of Clareiidon to Mr. Hofivard ‘

361. Mr.‘Howa1-d to the Earl of Clarendon

362. ',, ‘ ' ,,

o—

.-  

Date.
1856

June 14

June 26

June 30

June 27

June 28

June 28

Julv 7

July

1.1,
July

July . m
w
m
o
o

July 7

July 8

July 15

July 16

July 13

July 18

July 23

'July 27

Aug. 8 ‘

Aug. 2

Aug. 2

July

 

LIST OF PAPERS.

Receipt.
1856

June 26

July 4

July 4

July 4

July 9

July 14

July 14

24

July 24

July 24

Aug. 8‘

Aug. 3

r0

»Aug. ‘11

Aug. 11  

SUBJECT. Page

Copy of Memorandum to Mar-
quis de Lonlé respecting Slave
Trade matters . .

Despatch from Mr. Jerninghain,
stating that expulsion ofAvellar
was the spontaneous act of
Brazilian Government . .
Appioving Memorandum to Mar-
quis de Loulé in Slave Trade
matters . . 304

Correspondence with" Consul
Johnston and Marquis de Loulé
respecting suspected siaver
" Jacomoto'm” a . . .

Hrogress of Law for abolition of
slavery in Ambriz, Cabinda,
and Molembo . . . . .

Erogress of Law enacting libera-
tion of female slave children
born in transmarine Provinces
of Portugal . . . . . .

Commodore Adams denies hav-
ing- given orders for detention
pf Portuguese vessels carrying
§1aves coastwise . .

Correspondence with Count
Lavradio on above subject . .

Alpproving p1oceedings respect-
ing “ Lacomotora . .

Note from Marquis de Loulé re-
specting “ Locomotora" . . 308

Explanation in regard to Mr.
Jerningham’s despatch of May
12, respecting expulsion of
Avellar from Brazil . 1 . .

Further note from Marquis de
Loulé relative to “Locomo- ..
tom” . . 309

Law enacting liheiation of slaves
belonging to the State, to Mu-
nicipal Chambers, and to “ Mi-
se1icordias.” in Portuguese
Colonial Possessibns . - . 1

Receipt ofexplanation respecting
expulsion of Avellar. Satisfac-
tion at co~operation of Brazilian
Minister in Slave Trade mat-
ters . .

Has notified to Portughese Go-
vernmenf. satisfaction of Her
Majesty’8 Government at
measures respecting “Locomo-
tom” . .

Law enacting eventual abolition
of slaveryin Amb1iz, Cabinda,
and Molembo . . .

Law enacting liberation of slaves
upon enteiing the Kingdom of
Pmtugal ~ . . . . .

Has communicated to Marquis
de Louié Commodore Adams’
denial of orders having been
issued by him f01 detaining
all vessels carrying slaves he-
longing to P01tuguese colonists

Instructions to Govarmor of
Macao 1especting extinction of
slavery . . . . . . 315

Approving having communicated
to Portuguese Government
Commodore Adams’ denial of
orders imputed to him . . 316

Law providing for freedom of
child1en of female slaves born
in Portuguese Ultramarine.
Possessions .. .. 316

Law providing for freedom of
slaves belonging to Churches . 317

302

804 ,

304

306‘ '

306

307

307

308

309

311

312

312

313

315

314 "



LIST OF PAPERS.

No.

363. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

364- g, 3’

365. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

366. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

367. ,,V ' ‘ ,,

368. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

369- u u

370. >Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

371* 9’ V 3!

372. The Earl of Clarendon toMr. Howard

373- I g, :3 f

374. Mr. Hbvward ,to the Earl of Clarendon

375- ‘ 3: ‘ ' ' ,,

376. ,, ‘ ,,

377. » ,,v , ~ . ,,>

378. ‘ ,, v - t ,,

379. u t . ”_

380. ‘ ,, - ,,

381. ' ,, ,r,

382. The Earl of Clamnddn to Mr. Howard

Date.
1856

Aug. 26- o

.. Aug. 27

Sept. 8

.. Sept. 6

. Sept. 8

. . Sept. 20

. Sept. 22

- Sept.

. Sept.18

.. Sept. 26

.. Oct. 7

.. Oct. .5

Oct. 5

. . Oct. 5

. Oct. 5

‘.. Oct. 8

. Oct. 8

. Oct. 14

. Oct; 18

. . Oct. 24 

18'

 

Receipt.
I 85 6

Sept. 3

Sep 13

Sept. 13

Sept. 13

Sept. 24

Sept. 24

Oct. 11

Oct. 11

Oct. 1 1

Oct. 11

Oct. 13

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.  

Sumner.

Law providing for freedom of
all slaves arriving in Portugal
or Colonial Possessions in
India, &c. .. . . ..

Further inquiries respecting
“ Locamotora” . . . .

T'o thank Portuguese Govern-
inent for attention shown to
Dr. Livingston . . . .

Portaria respecting abolition of
Slave Trade in India. Hopes
of abolishing Slave Trade in
Cape de Verd Islands .
Report of Portuguese Colonial
Board respecting transfer of
slaves from Portuguese Posses-
sions in Africa . .

Satisfaction of Her Majesty’s
Government at diqmsition of
Viscount SE; to abolish Slave
Trade in Portuguese Colonial
Possessions . . . . . .

Confirmation of statement that
'Africans landed at Whydah
from “General Rego” were
put to death by King of Daa
homey . . . . . .

Portuguese corvette “ Goa”
sailed for Loanda. Brazilian
Consul gone to his post. Value
of “GeneralPinkney ” divided
between ofiicers ‘and crew of
“ Serra do Pilar” . .

Has expressed thanks of Her
Majesty’s Government for
attention shov’m to Dr. Living-
ston . . . . . .

Extract from declaration of
master of “Mary E. Smith,”
implicating Portuguese Con~
sul at Baltimore . . . .

Approving letter of introduction
furnished to Brazifian Consul
appointed to Loanda . . .

Despatch regarding extinction of
slavery in Portuguese Colonial
Possessions has been commu-
nicated to Minister of Marine
and Colonies . . . . . .

Copy of note to Marquis de
Loulé respecting confirmation
of statement that passengers
landed at Whydah by “ Gene-
ra] Rego” were put to death. .

Has communicated to Portuguese
Government deposition of mas-
ter of “ Mary E. Smith,” im-
plicating Consul at Baltimore.

Capture of a. vessel, supposed to
be the “ Roberto,” by H.M.S.
“Teazer” . . . . . .

.Portaria imposing restrictions
0n factories on Angola coast
approved by Royal decree

Condemnation of crew of “Ge-
neral Pinkney” . . . .'

Note from Marquis de Loulé
‘ respecting vessel captured by

the “ Teazer” . , ,
Correspondence respecting re-
shipment of negro children
from Oporto to Brazil

Approving communication to
Portuguese Government re-
specting fate of emancipados
landed at Whydah from “ Af-
ricano” and “ Emilia”

xix

Page

318

319

319

.. 319

320

322

323

323

323

324

324

324

324

325

326

. 326

327

327

.. 328

331



XX

N5.

383.

384.

385.

386.

387.

388.

389.

390.

391.

392.

393

394.

395.

396.

The Earl of'Clarendon to h‘h'.,Howard

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

l, J!

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

9’ i,

9) 3’

u g)

39 I )3

’2 ’9

fl 1 9!

Mr. Howard 'to the Earl of Clarendon

a: _ a:

,1 ‘ 9!

397. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

398.

399.

400.

401.

402.

403.

404. .

Mr._Howard m the Earl of Clarendon

’3 » H

9’ ’9

5! h

The Eaflof C1arendon to Mr. Howard

” 4’ n

)5 >9,

LIST

no

 

0F PAPERS.‘

Date.
1856

Oct. 25

Oct. 27

Oct. ‘27

Nov. 3

Nov. 3

N0v. 3

Nov. 3

Nov.. 3

Nov. 5

Nov. 21

Nov. 14

Nov. ‘

Nov. 15

Nov. 15

Nov. 26

Nov. 27

Nov. 27

Nov. 28

Nov. 26

Dec. 4

Dec. 6

Dec. 6  

Receipt. ‘
1 856

no

Nov. 2

Nov. 2

.0

Nov. 25

Nov; '25

Nav. 25

Nov. 25

Dec. '3

Dec. 3

Dec. 3

Dec. 3

co  

SUBJECT. Page

Approving communication of de-
position of master of “Mary
E. Smith” . . . . 331

Portaria respecting abolition of
slavery in Cape de Verds . 331

Marquis de Loulé considers
prize of the “Teazer” to be
the “ Roberto" . . . .

Copy of Loanda. Commissioners’
despatch respecting scheme for
escape of Benito Derizanz . .

Information from Commodore
Adams respecting capture of
“Roberio” by “ ‘eazer” .. 333

Correspondence with Marquis de
Loulé respecting negro children
brought from Brazil . . . .

Respecting permission given to
Senhor Pedreira. to transport;
100 freed negroes to Isle of
St. Thomé . . . . . .

To thank Portuguese Govern-
ment for kind treatment of
Dr. Livingston at Tete and
Quillimane .. .. .. 334

Copy of Consul Knper's de—
spatch of September 17, re-
specting schooner “ C. F. A.
C'ole ” . . . . . .

Mr. Scarlett’s despatch of Sep-
tember 24, respecting Slave
Trade movements on coast of
Africa. . ' .. . . . .

Has communicated to Portu-
guese Government Commodore
Adams’ information respecting
capture of “ Roberto” . .

Has conveyed to M. Monteir
and Marquis de Loulé satisfac-
tion of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment at co-operation‘in re negro
children shippedto Brazil . 335

Has thanked Portuguese Go-
vernmentfor hospitality shown
to Dr. Livingston ’ by Portu-
guese authorities at Tete and
Quillimane . -. . . . .

Relative to permission to Senhor
Pedreira to transport 100 freed
negl‘oes to San Thomé . .

Copy of despatch from Consul
Morgan respecting brig “Afi'z'-
cano,” formerly “General
Raga,” suspected of Slave
Trade . .. . . .. 336

Note from Brazilian Minister to
Marquis de Loulé respecting
“Mary E. Smith" . . . .

Notification in “Diario do Go-
‘veruo,” .respecting assistance
rendered to Dr-Livingston by
Portuguese Colonialauthorities 338

Portaria enjoining the education
of children of Chiefs at L‘oanda 339'

Despatch from Governor-Gene-
ralof Angola respecting"Mm-y
E.sz'th” .. ‘ .. ..

D1'._Livingston’s reportofjourney
. across the continent of Africa.
Approving steps respecting Por-
tuguese slave-dealers implicated
in “MaryE. Smith.” To thank
M. Monteiro for his communi-
cations . . . . . .
To thank Marquis de Loqlé for
his communications on Slave
Trade matters . . . .

332

332

333

333

334

334

334

335

335

335

339

341

341

341



2N0.

405.

406.

407.

408.

409.

410.

411.

414.

415.

416.

417.

418.

419.

420.

422.

423.

424.

425.

426.

427.

428.
4-29.

430.

LIST OF PAPERS"

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

u 3

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

H ”

Mr. Howard to the Earl Of Clarendon

” n

9: >9:

9’ ” '

The Earl of Clarendon t6 Mr. Howard

Mr. HoWard to the Earl of Clarendon

9’ 5’

The Earl of Clarendon toMr. Howard

9’ 9,

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

3! )5

Mr.Howard to the Earl of Clarendon "

7’ 9)

I» 59

--.

.9

Do 

Date.
1 85 6

Dec. 2

Dec. 3

Dec. 16

Dec. 8

Dec.

Dec. 26

Dec. 19

Dec. 19

Dec. 19

. Dec. 19

Dec. 19
1857

- Jan. 6

Jan. 5

Jan. 5

Jan. 7

Jan. 6

. Jan. 16

Jah. 16

Jan. 14

Jan.

Jan.

Jan. 26

Jan.

Jan.
Feb. 3

Feb. 5

24"

 

Receipt.
185 6

Dec. 9

Dec. 9

Dec. 17

Dec. 29

2 Dec.~ .29

Dec.

Dec.

Dec. 29

1857

Jan. 14

Jan. 14

Jan. 14

Jan. 14

Jan. 22

'Feb. 4

Feb. 4
Feb.

Feb. 14

29

 

SUBJECT.

Note to Marquis de Loulé thank-
ing him for Slave Trade com-
munications . . . . .

Has eommunicated to Portu-
guese Government Mr. Scar-
lett’s information respecting
Slave Trade in Angola, Ben-
guella, and St. Thomas

Approving proceedings reported
in despatch of 2nd instant

The Marquis de Loulé's answer-
to Brazilian Minister respecting
“111mg; E. Smith" ‘.. .. 343

Despatch from Luanda, Commie;
sioners relative to irregular
proceedings of Board of Pro-
tection at Angola. . . . 344

Result of trials respecting “ C.
F.A. Cole”.. .. ..

Has thanked Brazilian Minister
for co-operation in re “ Mary
E. Smith " . . . . . . 345

Has thanked Marquis de Loulé
for eommunicatidns on Slave .
Trade matters . . . . 345

Appointment of Senhor Demony
as head of a separate depart-
ment for dispatch of Slave
Trade business . . . .

Decree abolishing compulsory
labom‘offree negroes in Angola 346

Decree securing the enfranchise-
ment of liberated negroes

Acquittal ‘of Portuguese Vice-
Consul at Baltimore in case of
“ C. F. A. Cole" .. . .

Copy of note to Marquis de
Loulé respecting proceedings
of Angola Board of Protection

Law abolishing slavery in Macao
and dependencies . . . .

Portaria respecting application
of funds of Board of Protection
to remission of slave children .

Portm'ia respecting registration
of slaves at San Thomé and
Principe .. . .. 353

Copies of dospatches from L0-
anda Commissioners respecting
slave-tradcrs resident at Ben-
guella. . . . E .. .'.

Ditto, respecting transport of
slaves by Count d’Arpoar on
board the “Espefanga” . . 354

Relative to the- case of the
“ Flying Eagle ” . . . .

Satisfaction at views of Portu-
guese _ Government regarding
registration of slaves at San
Thomé and Principe . . . .

Copy: of despatch from Cape
Commissioners announcing
death of Senhor Rebello

To express satisfaction at pro-
ceedings of Portuguese autho-
rities res eating “ F17 in
Eagle” P.. .. Jig

Copy of note to Portuguese
Government respecting‘ laws
afl‘ecting slave-traders . .

Respecting Count d’Arpoar . .
Viscdunt Sé acquainted With
satisfaction of Her Majesty’s
Government at views respect-
ing registration of slaves .. 359

Has communicated to Portu-
guese Government intelligénce
Of death of Senhor Rebello . . 359

341

342

343

345

346

348

349

354

355

356

356

356

357
358



xxii

No.

431.

432;

433.

434.

435. .

436.

437.

438.

489.

446.‘

441.

442.

443.

444.

445.

446.

447. ‘

448.

449.

450.

LIST OF PAPERS.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

’1 V 91

3! 9’

9, 1”

9’ 5’

The Earl of Clarendon 1:6 Mr. Howard

)9 9,

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Ciaréndoh

3’ 9’

1, ’I

3, ’3

5’ ’9

9, ”

The Earl Of Clarendon to Mr. Howard ,

” - ,1

Mr. Howard to the E111 of Clarendon

‘ 9! u

’3 ,3

35- 1:

’7 3’

l”. 1 < .1,

. The Earl of Clarendon to 1111-. Howard

Date.
1857

. Feb. 5

.1

I . . Mar. 

Feb. 7

Feb.

Feb.

Feb. 23

Mar. 4

Mar. 6

Mar. 2

Mar. 2

Mar. 3

Mar. 3

Mar. 7

Mar. 8

Mar. 16

Mar. 16

Mar. 14

Mar. 14

. Mar. 14

Mar. 14

Mar. 17

18

Mar. 30  

Receipt.
1857

Feb. 14

Feb. 14

Feb. 23

Feb. 23 .

Mar. 3

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar. 15

Mar. 15

Mar. 24

Mar. 24

Mar. 24

Man}.

Mar.

.24  
 

SUBJECT. Page

Has communicated satisfaction
of Her Majesty’s Government
at approval by Po1tuguese Go-
vernment of measures of the
Jhdge of Benguellain case of
“P. Solé” .. ..

Appointment of Chevalier
Duprat as Portuguese Commis-
sioner at the Cape, and of
Spnhor Valdez as Arbitrator. . 360

Note from Portuguese Govern-
ment announcing above ap-
ppintments .. .. .. 361

Portaria. to Go'vernor-General
01" Mozambique respecting at-
tention to Dr. Livingston . .

P01tana regulating transmission
of slaves in Angola, Mozam-
bique, St. Thomas, and Prince

Satisfaction at Portaria. respect-
ing assistance to scientific tra-
wrllers

Reports of trials of Portuguese
Vice-Consul at Baltimore, and
others, for slave-trading in re
“0...FA Cole” .. ..

Correspondencewith the Marquis
do Loulé respecting loan by
Board of Guardians of Slaves
a1 Angola to Colonial Govern-
ment, and case of Fabiao . .

Note f1om Marquis de Loulé
respecting Count d’Arpoai' . .

Receipt of despatch of the 11th
ultimo . . . . . .

Anival of master and crew of
“ General Pinkneg,” and of
sipve-trader Benito Derizans .

Copy of note to Marquis de
Lhulé respecting “ Locomo-
tora” . . . . 368

Coirespondence respecting abo-
lition of slavery at St. Vincent

Approving steps in re “Loco-
mbtaza” .

Satisfaction at steps by Patti;-
griese authorities to abolish
slavery'1n the’Vnape Verds . .
Has communicated despatch of
4th instant to Viscount; Sa . .

Further particulars respecting
Portuguese Vice-Consul at
Baltimme .. ..

Pmitaria abolishing slaveiy at
St. Vincent, Cape de Verds . .

Portaria. addressed to Govern-
_ ments ofiMozambique and An-
gala. iespectiug tlansfer of
slaves in Portuguese Colonies
of Africa

Cixcular to Portuguese Consuls
in Brazil respecting fate of
negroes landed at Whydah,
coast of Africa . .

ngress of Project of Law for
abolition of slave1yin St. Vin-
cent ..

To thank Marquis de Loulé for
communication of his circular
to Partuguese Consuls in Bra-
zil, relative to inhuman conduct
of masters of Portuguese
vessels . ‘.. .. 376

359

361

362

363

363

363

365

367

367'

369

371

371

371

371

372

373 »

374

376



LIST OF PAPERS. xxiii

PORTUGAL. (Consular)—Cape Verds.
No. Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page» 1856 1856453. Consul Miller to the Earl of Clarendon .. July. 26 Aug. 11 Correspondence respecting “ N.

57"“ Hand" .. .. . 377454. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Miller . . Feb. 4 .. His suspicions respecting “A".
Hand” were well founded . . 378
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Copy of Mr. Crawford’s des-
patch of 121.11 April, stating
that his information may be
i'elied on . .

Copy of despatch fi'om 11/11:.
Crawfmgd showing demoral-
ising effects of Slave Trade in
uba. . . .

T1) express satisfaction at Cap-
1aiu-Geueml’s conduct in ex-
pelling siave-tr'adels fiom Cuba 388

T1? notify to Spanish Govern-
ment appointment of Messrs.
Crawford and Lousada _as
Judge and Aihitr'atm in Mixed
Commission Court at Havana

Copy of“ M1. Crawford’5 des-
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ing slaves landed at Granadillo
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troduction of free 111boure1s
into Cuba . .

Ditto, respecting vigourof Slave
1‘1'adein Cuba . .
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nespecting Prize Fund . .
quy of Mr. Crawford's des-
patch of 2Sth June, respecting
landing of slaves near Cabafias

ligport from Commodore Adams
wespecting proceedings of R0-
1mm Ca1holic_Mission sent to
the islands'1n the Gulfof Guinea.

The Spanish Government have
made inquiries respecting intro-
(111011011 01' free labourers into
Cuba.
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trespecting importa1ion of
13021113 in1o Cuba . . . .

Denial by Spanish Government
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11.111111211111110 and San Juan de
1118 Remedies. . .
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(11' landing of slaves at San
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of 1835 . .

Request of Spanish GoVernment
that instructions may be issued
to British authorities to recog-
nize ahme certificates . .

Official copy of above circular
19 Spanish Consuls . . ..

Answer to Senor P. Diaz’
denial of the accuracy of
Mr. C1"awfordsreturn of slaves
imported into Cuba111 1855.

Opinion of Hav-ana. Commis-
sioners that the scheme for
introduction of flee labourers
into Cuba only covers Slave
T1'.ade. - ..

Her Majesty.s Govem1nen1, can-
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cates as sufficient substitutes
for certificates mentioned in
Article X of Anti-Slave Trade
'1‘1'ea1zy with Spain of 1835 ..

qurespomience on claim of
Spanish G0101ument f01'6,000
111111115 paid by them to 011111915
01' “ 41200717111: Emilio.” as .
10.1 [101151111011 for her detention 401
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. Dec. 15

1857
Jan. 10
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Copy of despatch from Mr.
Crawford, respecting landing
of 600 slaves at Sierra Morena
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Copies of despatches from Mr.
Crawford respecting several
recent landings of slaves . . 410

Note from General Zavala
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Crawford, inclosing the answer
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Transmittting note from Spanish
Government announcing nomi-
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To endeavour to prevent intro-
duction of free labourers into
Cuba. and Porto Rico . . . 412
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Crawford. Landing of 400
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landing at, Zarza . . . . 412

Ditto. Landing of 485 slaves at
Sagua, and 304 near Rio
'Dominicn .. .. .. 413
Her Majesty‘s Government can-
not consent to alterations pro-
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1835 .. ' . ' 413
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chita" . .. . .. 415

SPAIN. (C'onsfilqfl—Baréelona.

Case of “ Conchita.” Not to
issue, for the future, such cer-
tificates as in above case . . 417
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519. ConsuI-General Crawford to the Earl of Apr. 12
' Clarendon . .

520. ,, ,, . Apr. 12

521. ,, ,, .. Apr. 13

522. g, ’ n 1 .. Apr. 14

523.'The Earl'of Clarendon to Consul-General May 30
Crawford

524. Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Apr. 24
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525- _ ,1 u 0. Apr. 28

526. ,,A ,, . May 7
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‘ Crawford
528. Consul-Genéral Crawford to the Earl of May 24
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529. V ,, 7 1. ,, June 28'
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532. ,, ,, .. June 28
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Clarendon

536. The Earl of Claiendon 'to Consul-General Sept. 30
Crawford ,  
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' respectingJ. Baptist Dasalu. 
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Receipt of despatch of 18th Ja-
nuary, respecting emancipados. 418

Re-ceipt of despatch of let Fe-
bruary, respecting facilities for
s‘lave—trading in Cuba .. 418

Landing of 524 Bozals at Sierra ,
‘ Morena. . . 419
Three slavers expected; one has
lpnded 350 slaves . .

Case of Cuaco and Jem Am-
brister

Expected landing near Cayo
Frances ..

Two arrivals of Chinese labour-
ers at Havana .

Respecting Cuaco and Jem Ani-
briste1 .. .. .. 423

Ditto . . . 423

420

422

422
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Has expressed to’ General Concha
satisfaction of Her Majesty’3
Government at measures for
n‘égistration of slaves. . . .

Re‘especting 14 free negroes and
some children proceeding to
Africa. . . . .

Approving measures i'especting
free negroes on their way to
Africa . . . .

Thanks for communication to
Spanish Government, of his
observations respecting landing
91f slaves at Granadillo . 425

qumoralizing effects of Slave
T1ade. Observations on “P
Saulé” . .

Ligt of slaveJraders recently
expelled from Cuba . . . 425

House of Menendez and Valde-
vieso provided with cedulas for
three expected caigoes of slaves 426

Dino. Approval of proceedings 426

424

424

424

425

Rqaported landing of slaves near
Pabafias not confirmed . 426

Recent landing of slaves at
(‘zranadiilo . . .. .427

Frustration of attempted landings
ofslaves at Batabano and Puerto
Principe . ..

Ditto. Satisfaction at vigilance
qf local authorities . .

Receipt of despatch of 81:11
April, respecting Cuaco and
Jem Ambrister . .

J. Baptist Dasalu Will be sentto
England on 10th July ..

Receipt of appmval respecting-
freed negroes returning to
Africa ..

Approval of proceedings respect—
ing abuses1n issuing cedulas. . 430

Landing of 300 Bozals near
Cabafias on the 81h instant.

Letter to Earl of Chichester

428

429

429’

430

430

431

432
Thanks of Church Missionary
Society for efi'orts in tracing
J. Baptist Dasalu ,.-. .. 432

Correspondence lespecting ab—
duction of Indians from Yucatan 433

Ditto.App10val .435
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Clarendon

538- 5, u .-
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The “ Shanghai,” under 'the
name of the “Havana,” sus-
pected of slave-trading . . v 436

List of" Chinese labourers im-
ported into Havana to Septem-
ber 30, 1856 .. .. . . 436

Correspondence with Captain—
General respecting reported
landing of slaves at Las Posas. 438

Copies of correspondence with
Spanish Government respect-
ing ‘reports of numbers of
slaveslanded in Cuba .

Receipt of approval of proceed-
ings respecting Yucatan Indians 439

Correspondence with Captain—
General respecting landing of
600 Bozals at Sierra Morena,
on the 18th instant . . 439

Ditto. Confirmation of report. 441
Memorandum to Captain-Gene-
ral, denouncing expected cargo
of negroes by “Paquete dc
Trinidad” a-

Letter to Captain-General de-
nouncing landing of 500 Bozals
at Las Charcas . . . .

Another landing of 400 Bozals
near Zarza. V . . . .

Answer of Captain-GeneraI' to
denouncement of landing of
slaves at Las Charcas . . 1

Letter from Captain-General
denying landing of slaves at
Sierra. Morena on the 18th
ultimo . .'.

Extracts from Luanda Commis-
sionet‘s’ despatches respecting
“Flying Eagle" ’.. .. 445

Note from Spanish Government
respecting landing of524Bozals
at Sierra Morena. in February >
1856 .. .. .. .. 445

Receipt of despatch of 15th
November, respecting accuracy
of reports of slave-Iandings in
Cuba.. .. s. ..’445

Landing of 400 negroes did not
take place at Zarza, but, pro-
bably, at Santa Cruz . . . 446

Letter to Captain-General de-
nouncing landing of 485 slaves *
near Sagua, and 304 at Rio
Dominica . . .‘ . . .

Extract from Acting J'udge Hill’s
despatch respecting 900 slaves
assembled ‘to north of Sierra
Leone waiting embal‘kdtion for
Cuba . . . . .

Copy of despatch from Vice-
Consul Parish respecting “Sul-
tana,” suspected of slave-trad-
mg . .' . . . . . .

Copies of despatches from Act-
ing Consul Bartlett, reporting
trials of Baptista and Stabell
for slave-trading , ,

Correspondence with. Captain-.
General respecting landing of
300 Bozals at Rio Monati . . 448

Another landing of 400 Bozals '
at Jibalfo. Arrest and expul—
sion of Diaz .. . . . . 449

Copies of letters to Cdmmodore
Kellett and Rear-Admiral Fan-
shawe resppcting Slave Trade. 449

Approving proceedings respecting
reported disembarkation of
slaves in Rio Monati . ._ 451

439

441

442

443.-

443

444

446

447
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561. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Generai Mar. 9
‘ Crawford V
562. ,, ,, . Mar. 10

563. ,, . ,‘, . Mar. 13

564. Consui-General Crawford to the Earl of Feb. 10
Clarendon

565. The Earl of Clarendon to ConsuI-General Mar. 19

Crawford
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-. The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Apr. 28
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Approving steps for expulsion of
Diaz and De Castro. . 451

To make representatiori to Cap-
tgin-Genela1 respecting facility
of obtaining cedulas for newly-
impoxted slaves
quy of despatch from Governor
of Sie11a Leone to Mr. Labou-
where, with further particulars
respecting slaves collected in
Rio Pongas for expmtation to
Cuba . . .. ..‘ 451

Correspondence with Captain-
General 1especting landing of
two cargoes of slaves at Jibaro
and Bahia Honda. .
quy of despatch from Mr.

‘3am11beil,1especting shipment
(11' two cargoes of slaves from
Eight of Benin, ' . . . 453

451

«452

(Consular)-—Porto Rico.

T'o co-operate with Brazilian
colleague in suppression of”
Slave Trade . . . . . . 454

567. Acting Consul Lindegren to the Earl of May 26 June 14 Receipt of above 1nst1uct1ons.. 454

Clarendon
568.‘ ,, -,. . May 27 June14 Case of, and correspondence re-

specting, negro girl Celinda. . . 455
569. The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul. June 30 .. Ditto. Approval .. 457

Lindegren
570. Acting Consul Lindegren lo the Earl of July 26 Aug.18 Ditto. Acknowledging approval 457

Clarendon '

SPAIN. (Consular)—Tener7_3fe.

1856 1857

571. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Murray . . Nov. 21 .. Copy of despatch from Mr. Scar-
, lett, respecting slave-vesseis

said to be provisioned for Slave
Trade at Canary Islands . 458

572. Consul Murray to the Earl of Clarendon .1 Dec. _24 Jan. 8 No intelligenceiespecting vessels
having taken in supplies at
Canary Islands . 458

573. ,, ,, ”Dec 30 Jan. 14 Copy of despatch f101n Vice-
C.‘onsul Topham. Slave-vessels
are not supplied with provi-
sions or water at Lanzarote 459

SPAIN. (Consular)—-Tm'nidad de Cuba.

1856 1856
574. Vice-Consui Smith to the Earl of Clarendon Mar 31 May 1 N11 landings of sh'wes during

quarter ending March 31 . . 460

575. u u

576. , ,. ,. .'. June 30 Sept.

.. Mar. 31 May 1 Visit of Captain-General to
'lrinidad and conversation with
him on Slave Trade matters. . 460

460
1 No landings of slaves during

quarter ending June 30 . .
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577. Consul-General Herman to the Earl’ of Apr. 28 May 20V Clarendon ‘ , .
578. The Eai‘l of Clarendon to. Consul-General May 28 ..

Herman
.

579. Consul-General Herman _.to the Earl of June 20 June 30
Clarendon ,

580. The Earl of Clarendon to ConsulsGeneral July 5 ..
Herman

581. Consul-Genera] Herman to the Earl of June 28 July 28
Clarendon

582. ,, ,, .. June 28 July 28

583. ,, 9’ .. July 1 July 28

584. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-General July 29
Herman

5S5. ,, ,, . July 30

586. ,, ,, . July 31
58.7. Consul-General Herman to the Earl of July 18 Aug 5

Clarendon

588. ,, ,, . Aug. 14 Aug. 26

589. ,, ,, .. Sept. 6 Oct. 11
590. ,, ,, Sept. 8 Oct. 11

591. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-General Oct. 30 ..
Herman , .

592. Consul-General Herman to .the Earl of Nov.15 Dec. 17
Clarendon '

.593. ,, , ,, .. Nov. 16 Dec. 17

594. The Earl of Clarendon to ConsuI-General Dec. 26 .
Herman

595..COnsul-General Herman to he Earl 5 of Dec. 12 Dec. 30
Clarendon

* ' V .
1857

596. ,, ~ ,, .. Dec. 26 Jan. 12

1857'
597. ,, ,, .. Jan. 2] Feb. 4

598. ‘,, ,, .. Feb..16 Mar. 9

TURKEY.

_. 1856 1856
599. The Earl of Clarendon ‘to Lord Stratford .. Apr. 26

600. Lord Stratfor’d to the Earl of Clarendon . .. Apr. 24 May 7

xxix

SUBJECT. Page

Exportation of slaves'from this
Regency abolished . . 462

Copy of deSpatch from Consul
Ongley respecting Slave Trade
from Tripoli to Crete . . . 462

Embarkation of 95 slaves for the
Levant . . . .. . . 462

Ditto. Approving proceedings. 464,

Deposition relating to bills of
health issued by Quarantine
Department .. .. . .

Reported shipment of 50 0'1' 60
slaves for the Levant in a
Tunisian xebeque . . . .

Respecting shipments of slaves 10
Candie . . . . . .

To call attention of Pasha to
flagrant evasion of port regu<
Iations by embarkations of
slaves. . . . . . . .

Respecting embarkation of slaves
on board Tunisian xebeque . . 467

Necessity of effectual measures
to Stop exportation of slaves. . 467

Acknowledging approval of pm- .
ceedings respecting embarka-

464

465

466

467

. . - . . 468
Seizure at Candia of the xebeque
which sailed from Tripoli, with
slaves . . .. . . . . 468

Steps taken by the Pasha for
prohibiting export of slaves . . 468

Receipt of despatch of July 30,
respecting seizure of slaver at
Cundia . . . . . .

Satisfaction .of' Her Majesty's
Government at steps' of the
Pasha to suppress Slave Trade 469

Extract of report from Consul at
Mourzouk on Slave Trade with
Algeria .. .. 469

Fresh infractions of the prohi-H
bitory firman at Bengazi and
Tripoli . . . . . 470

Instructions to Lord Stratford
respecting slaves found in
“ Messhaual” at Bengazi. To
send to Lord Stratford copies
of all his despatches on Slave

469

Trade matters . . . . 471
Embarkation of 40 slaves for
Smyrna, on board the “M98-
hauda” . . . . . . 472

Shipment of more than 100
negroes by' Imperial frigate
“ Shida Shaki ” . . . . 472

Orders issued for punishment of
owners of slaves shipped in

_ ' “Messhaud”. . . .. .472
Arrival of Her .Majestyfs ?ship
“ Recruit” to inquire into Slave
Trade.. . . . . .. 473

Slave Trade between Tripbli and '
Rhodes and Canea .. . . 475

Instructions to Pasha of. Tripoli
respecting Slave Trade .v. 475
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No. Date. Receipt.
1856_ 1856

601. The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford .. May 13 .. '

602. ,, ,, .. May 28

603. Lord Stratford to the Earl ofClarendon . . June 9 June 23

604. The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford June 23 ‘

605. Lord Stratford to the Earl of Claren‘d‘on . . June 26 July 9

606. ,, ,, .. July 10 July 22

607. The Earl of Clarendon to Lerd Stratford . . July 28‘ .

608. ‘ ,, ,, Aug. 8

609. ,, ,, . Aug. 8

.610. ,, ,, . Sept. 29 .

.611. Lord Stratford t0 the Earl of Clarendon Sept. 29 Oct. 8

612. The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford . . Oct. 9 .

613. ,, ,, . ‘Nov. 26

.614. Lord Stratford to the Earl of Clarendon .. Dec. 8 Dec. 18

615. The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford . . Dec. 26

616. ,, ,, . . Dec. 26

, I 1857
617. ,, ,, .. ‘Jan. 2 ..

1856 1857
618.‘Lord Stratford to the Earl of Clarendon . Dec. 29 Jan. 9

. 1857
619. ,, . ,, . Jan. 8 Jan. 9

.620. The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford . . Jan. 15

621. Lord Stratford to the Earl of Clarendon . Jan. 5 Jan. 25

622. ,, ~,, . Jan. 12 Jan. 25

, 623. ,, I ,, . Jan. 12 Jan. 25-

624. The Earl of Clarendon to Lerd Stratford‘ .. Jan. 28 ..
625. Lord Stratford to the Earl of Clarendon .. Jan. 26 Feb. 12

626. ,, ,, . Jan; 31 Feb. 12

627. The Earl; of Clarendon to Lord Stratford \ Feb. 13 ..

628. Lord Stratford to the Earl of Clarendon .. Feb. 26 Mar. 14
‘629. ‘ ,,1 .,,. .. Feb. 27 Mar. 14

630. ‘The Earl of Chrendon to Lord Stratford, n Mar: 18  

SUBJECT. Page

Governor of Tripoli should be
instructed to inflict summary
punishment on slave-traders. . 476

Hope of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment that prohibitory Decree
may be carried into efi'ect
immediately in Tripoli . .

Quegstion of Slave Trade under
476

consideration of the Forte . . 477
Respecting Slave V Trade at"
Rhodes - . . 477

Respecting slaves arrived at
Mytilene from Barbary . . 477

Representation to the Porte re-
specting Slave, Trade between
Turkey and Tripoli .. .. 478

Approving representation re-
specting Slave Trade . ..

Copy of circular to Her Ma-
jesty’s Consuls in the Levant
respecting Slave Trade from ,
Tripoli .. .. 479 '

Copies of despatches from Major
Herman of 281h June and
let July, respecting shipments
of glaves from Tripoli _ . 479

Despatches from Bombay Go-
vernment respecting Slave
Trade in Red Sea .. 479 '

Correspondence respecting con-
tinuance of Slave Trade . 483

Course to be adopted towards
Turkish Government respect— V
ing‘ Slave Trade . . . . 484

Respecting slaver captured by .

479

the Honourable East India
Company’s steamer “ Falk-
land" . . 485

Promise of Reshid Pasha re-
specting Slave Trade . . 485

Approving proceedings respect-
ing‘ Slave Trade carried on
With dominions of the Porte . . 488

Copy of despatch from Colone!
He'rman respecting slaves
found on board “ Messhaud” . 488

Dittp', respecting “ Meskauda”. 488

Assurances as to abolition of
Slave Trade .. .. _

The Porte’s official note abolish-
ing‘ slavery is placed in his
hands . . . . . . . .

Copy of" despatch from Colonel
Herman respecting Ottoman
frigate “ Saidi Shaki ” . . 489

Abolition of Black Slave Trade
sanctioned by the Sultan .. 489

Further respecting prohibition of
Traffic in Blacks . .

Copy of note to Ethem Pasha,
respecting slave transactions'at.
Bengazi and Tripoli . ' . . 490

Approving note to Ethem Pasha 491
Further as to official note respect-
ing abolition of negro slavery . 492

Copy of Porte’s note on aboli-
tion of negro Slave Trade in
the Sultan’s dominions . 492

To express gratification of Her
Majesty’s Government: at aboli-
tion of Slave Trade by the
Porte . . . . . . . .

Slave .Trafiic at Diarbekir .. .
Determination of the Sultan to
enforce suppression of the
Slave Trade .. .. ' ..

Not to relax in efforts for extinc-
tion of slavery in Turkey

489

489

490

494
495

495

496



LIST OF , PAPERS. . xxxi
, No.

Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page‘ . ‘1857 1857631. The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford _ . _. Mar. 18 . . Approving language held 'to:
the Sultan respecting abolition. , - A ' of slavery .. .. .o 496632- ,, ,, ‘ . .‘ Mar. 23 .. Satisfaction of Her Majesty’s' Government at instructions
sent to the Pasha. Governor of
Dardanelles, relative, to ves-
sels with slaves on board , .. 496

 

TURKEY, ( 00nsular)——Bagdad.

1856 1856633. Consul-General bKemball to the Earl 'of Sept. 30 Nov.y15 Capture of slaver carryingClarendon
' Turkish colours ‘ .. 497

TURKEY. (Consular)—-0anea in Crete.

1856 1856*' 634. Consul Ongley to the Earl of Clarendon .. Jan. 25 Apr.‘ 24 Arrival of two Turkish vessels6 . , x from Barbary, with slaves . . 504635. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Ongley . Apr. 26 .. To report to the Foreign Oflice* all cominunieations made to
i . Lord Stratford . . . . 504636; Consul Ongley to the Earl of Clarendon . . Apr. 25‘ May 14 Copy of despatch to Lord Strat- ‘ 'i i ‘ ford respecting Ottoman ves-

V _ » ' 'sel “Fowler ” . .' '. . 504637. The Earl of.Clarendon to Consul Ongley .. May 17 .. To express to Vely Pasha the. satisfaction of Her Majesty’s
Government at his having

V punished Arabs for cruelty to
"' ‘ ' ‘ their slaves on board “Fesula” 505638. Consul Ongley to the Earl ofiClarendon .. Apr. 10 May 20 List of vessels arrived from ‘‘ Tripoli with slaves on board . . 505639. ,, ,, ‘ .. May 13 July 7 Receipt of despatch of Apri126. 507'640. ,, ‘ - ~,, Q. June 12 July 22 Letter from Governor of Crete '' ‘ ' respecting “Fewla”. . .,. 507641. ,, ' ,, - s ' . . July 11 July 28 Arrival and detention of a vessel "' - ' with 54 slaves . . . . . 508642. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Ongley . . July ’30 . . . Ditto. Satisfaction at proceedings

2 ’ - of Pasha i..' ”.. .. 508643. ,, p ' .,, . . Aug. 3 . . Entire prohibition of exportation_ , > of'slave‘s from Tripoli ‘ ‘. . 508644. Consul Ongley to the Earl of Clarendon . . :Aug. 19 Oct. 18 Receipt of despatch of 30th July 509645; ,, ,, . .- Aug. 26 Oct. 718 Receipt ofdespatch of3rdAugust 509. 185 V646- u , u . . . Dec. 23 Feb. 14 Arrival of Turkish vessel, the
“ Maskallah,” with slaves, who' ' ' 1857' were set free.. .. .. '509647. The Earl of Clarendon to Con’sul Ongley . . Feb. 23 . . Ditto. Satisfaction at steps taken
by Vely Pasha. . . . .' 510   

 

TURKEY. (Consular)-—C'onstantz'nople,

1857 1857 .
648. Consul-General Cumherbatch to the Earl Mar. 16 Mar. 26 Examination respecting “ Kan-‘ of Clarendon V gm'bo" . . . . . . 51]

 

TURKEY. (Oonsular)—-qudanelles. V

‘ ' ‘ ' _ ‘1856‘ ,1856
649.. The Earl of. Clarendon to Consul Calvert . Aug. 3 . . ‘ Entire prohibition of exportation. V ' ' ' ’ ' . _ of slaves from Tgipoli .1 ’ -, , 520650. Consul Calvert to the EarlofCIaren'doh . . Sept. 2 Sept. 23. Receipt of above , . . ‘ 520
651. ,, ' ,, Sept. 11 Sépt. 23 Arrival of “Mea‘haud” ' Wm.‘ . » . 1’ [slaves . .. . .. .. 520352- 5., ,,' .. Sept. 20 Oct. 6 Arrival of “Mes‘muda,” from

Tunis, with slaves . . . . .520



xxxii 1 LIST OF PAPERS.

No. Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1 1856 1856 '

653. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Calvert .. Oct. 16 .. Respecting arrival of “ Me:-
souda” . . . 521

654. Consul Calvert to the Earl of Clarendon .. Nov. 18 Dec. 9 Explanations respectihg slaves
1857 1857 landedat the Dardaneiles .. 521

555. ” ,, .. Mar. 3 Mar. 20 The Go1ernor of the Darda-
nelles has received orders to
seize any vessels with slaves
on board .. .. .. 521

TURKEY. I (Consular)-—Diarbelpir.

1857 1857

656. Consul Holmes to the Earl of Clarendon . . Jan. 20 Mar. 14 Copy of a. despahoh to Lord
. Stratford respecting Slav eTrade

at Diarhekir, and liberation of
2 Georgian slaves . . 523

657. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Holmes . Mar. 18 .. Ditlno To convey to Bessim
Pa‘lsha thanks of Hel Majesty"s 7
Government. 525

 

TURKEY. (Consular)—Rhodes.

. 1856 1856
658. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . Mar. 31 Apr. 22 Slave Trade at Cyprus.Fo1'ty

» ‘ slaves imported f1om Barbary 526
659. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell. . Apr. 26 . . Receipt of above. To report to

Foreign Office his communi-
caFions to Lord Stlntford on

‘ Slave Trade matters. . . 526
660. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon .. May 21 June 11 8121119, Trade at Rhodes . 526
'66]. n s: i .. May 27 June 18 Slave Trade at Scio .. . 527
662. ,. , n .. June 4 June 18 Slave Trade111 Ottoman Archi-

» ‘ pelago . 527
663. ,, ,, , ‘ .. June 9 June 24 Slavie ”Made inM1ulene Ex-

tract ofdespatch from Mr. C01-
' naghi .. .. 528

7’ 664. ‘ ,, ,, .. July 6 July 22 Importation of .44 slaves into
‘ Scio .. . .. 528

1665.1u1y 12 July 28 Landing of 38 nog1oes in Scio . 528
666 The E1111g of Clarendon to Consul Campbell: Aug. 3 . . Euth'e prohibition of exportation

‘ ‘ ‘ of slaves from Tripoli . . 529
667. Consul Campheii to the Earl of Clarendon .. “Sept. 19 , Oct. 6 Receipt of above .. . . 529   

TURKEY. (Consular)-—Salom'ca.

' V 1856 1 S56
668. The Earl of Clarendun to Consul Blunt . Aug. 3 i. Entire prohibition of exportation

of' slaves from ’lripoii . . 530
669. Consul Blunt to the Earl of Clarendon . . Il Sept 3gScpt. 16 Receipt of aho1e . . . . 530

TURKEY. (Conshlar)——Smyrna.

' 1856 1856
670. The-Earl of Ciareudml to Consul Brant . . June 30 .. Extract from Vice-Consul C01-

' 11aglii’s,1'eport respecting arrival
p of slaves at Mytilene for sale

at Smyrna . . .. .. 531
671. Consul Brant to the Earl‘of Clarendon . . July 12 July 22 Receipt of above. No slaves

7 brought to ISmyma for sale
‘ ‘ v during last six months . . 531

672. The Earl ofClarendon to Vice-Consul Vedova Aug. 3 . . Entire prohibition of exportation
7 v . of slaves from Tripoli - . . 531

673.1hlice-Consu1Vedovatothe Em] of Clarendon Aug. 23 l Sept. ‘.1 Receipt of above . . n 532

 



LIST OF PAPERS.

UNITED STATES.

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

xxxiii

No.
Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1856 1856

674. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Crampton Apr. 28 . . Respecting use of United States’
flag in Slave Trade . . . . 533575. ,, ‘ ,, . Apr. 28 To co-operate with his Brazilian, colleague for suppression of» Slave Trade . . . . . . 533676. Mr. Crampton to the Earl of Clarendon .. Apr. fl 9 Apr. 29 Correspondence 'with United‘ States’ Government respecting' V “ Mary E. Smith” . . . . 534677. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr.‘ Crampton . May 2 Extract from ,despatch from
Luanda Commissioners re-
specting Slave Trade carried
in: under American flag . 534678. u 5, . May 16 Capture of a slaver under Ame-

" ridan colours, in Benguella
Velha. Bay, by “ Serra, do,

, ‘ Pilar ” . . . . . . 535679_ ,, ,, . May 30 Respecting siave-tradersexpelled
from Cuba, supposed to have
gone to the United States 535680. Mr. Crampton to the Earl Of Clarendon . ,May 27 June 9 Correspondence with United
States’ Government respecting .
abuse of American flag .. 535681. ,, ,, May 27 June 18 Correspondence with Brazilian'
Chargé d’Afl'aires on Slave
Trade matters . . . . 536682. Mr. Lumley to the Earl of Clarendon . July 22 Aug. 4 Extract from “New York He-
rald,” respecting fitting out of
slavers in port of New York. . 537683. ,, ,, . Nov. 30 Dec. 15 Message of Governor of South
Carolina in favour of revival of> Slave Trade .. .. . .. 539684. ,, ,, .. Dec. 6 Dec. 20 Inefficiehcy of United States’

1857 laws in preventing Slave Trade 543685. ,, ,, . Dec. 21 Jan. 5 Debates on question of re-open~
ing Slave Trade - . . . 544686. ,, ,, . Dec. 23 Jan. 5 Acquittal of Portuguese Consul
at Baltimore in connection with

1857 “ 0. EA. Cole" . . . . 555687. The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Napier . Feb. 19 Copies of correspondence re-
specting the “1V. Hand” . 555

UNITED STATES. (Consular)——Baltz°more.

1856 1856
688. Consul Kuper to the Earl of Clarendon .. July 16 Aug. 9 Suspicious attaching to the

“Barman” and “0. F. A., Cole" .. . . . . 557689. ', . Se 1:. 17 Oct. 3 Further articulars respecting” ’ P -«0. 11134. Cole” .. .. 557690. ,, ,, . Nov. 28 Dec. 20 Ditto. Trials of Baptism, Sta- .
1857 bell, and Baker . . . . 559691. Acting Consul Bartlett to the Earl of Dec. 23 Jan. 5 Ditto. Acqnitial of Baptista..' 561Clarendon 1857 '692, ,, ,, . Jan. 19 Feb 12 Ditto. Copies of indictments

against. Baptism, Stabell, and
Baker . .. .. .. 561593, ” ' n . Feb. 3 Feb. 14 Ditto. Reports of trials of Bap-‘ ‘
tista and Stabell, and separate
trial of Stabell . . . . 573

UNITED STATES. (Consular)—Boston.

1856 1856 7694. Consul Grattan to the Earl of Clarendon Apr. 30 May 19 Receipt of despatch of 19th ulti-
mo, respecting “ Mary E.
Smit ” . . . . . . 581695. The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul Grattan -.. May 30 Glad to learn that capture 91“
“Mary E. Smith" is viewed
with satisfaction by United
States” authorities in Bostdn . 581

 

CLAIS B.



xxxiv LIST OF PAPERS.

UNITED STATES. (Consular)—R'ichmond.

No. Date. Receipt. SUBJEéT. Page
. 1856 1856 >

696. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul James .. Apr. ‘28 . . Tq co~operate with his Brazilian
' colleague for suppression of

. c{lave Trade . . . . . . 582
697. Consul'James to the Earl of Clarendon . . May 26 June 16 cheipt of‘above . . . . 582

 



Class -B. ,
 

CORRESPONDENCE

WITH

’w FOREIGN POWERS.

  

AFRICA. '(,Constalar)é-Bz:glzt qf Benin).

 

No. 1.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon..—(Reccived May 5.)
My Lord, ‘ Lagos, February 18, 1856.I HAVE hitherto omitted, from various pressing matters requiring myattention, to bring to your Lordship’s notice the subject of Which the inclosedletter treats, namel , the purchase of slaves, ostensibly'for domestic purposes;by the Sierra Leone emigrants residing in Lagos. This practice has longbeen a source of deep . regret and sorrow to the missionaries, and theRev. Mr. Crowther, as well as the Rev. Mr. Gardiner, under the impressionthat these people Were British subjects, some time since applied to me tointerpose my authority and .put a step to it. I was obliged t0 inform themthat I had no legal control over the Sierra LeOne people, unless they Wereborn in the Colony, Which circumstarfce caustituted them British subjects. Thereverend gentlemen, however, do not fail from the pulpit, and in their private inter-Course with the Sierra Leone people, to denounce the purchase of their fellow-beings as a heinous sin; the Rev. Mr. Crowther in particular, himself/la-v,liberated African, in the most earnest terms, every Sabbath, exhorts his congre-gation against committing so gTeat an iniquity, and evincing such gross ingra-titude for the immense benefits conferred on them by the English Government,and the enlightened and philanthropic people of England Who send missionariesamong them. It is‘ to be hoped that the efforts made by Messrs. Crowther andGardiner will check the evil practice by the members of their different congrega-tions.

With regard to the Sierra Leone people who emigrated to Abbeokuta beforeKosoko’s expulsion from Lagos, numbering, as the late Dr. Irving estimated,some 3,000, their moral retrogression has been lamentably greater: but it mustbe borne in mind that at least one—third of that number called themselvesMahometans; that another third had probably never professed Christianity, oreven entered a Christian place Of Worship while at Sierra Leone; and that ofthe remaining third, excepting the comparatively few Who attached themselvesto and are employed by the Missionary Societies, many yielded to the pressureof the partial state of civilization existing in the Colony, and though there[213] CLASS B. ‘ ‘ ' ' »
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professing Christianity, took the earliest opportunity of returning home to free
themselves from what they felt to be its trammels. Most of these people are
residing in the neighbourhood of Abbeokuta on their farms, surrounded by
their many wives and slaves, and have returned to their former idolatrous and
superstitious practices. ‘ ‘

This circumstance must have been a source of much pain and regret to the
faithful missionaries stationed in the interior, and would have led them to
despair of their work, had they not been cheered on to hope by the many
converts they have made among the primitive natives, numbering in all, I am
now well informed, more than a thousand; upon the fidelity of these converts
every just expectation may be founded, as they have joined the Christian
churches under every adverse influence—the fierce opposition of their families,
the sneers and ridicule of their companions, and the bitter persecution and even
painful torture inflicted on them’ by their priests and priestesses, with. in many
instances, the sanction of their relatives. It is to be hoped, by the influences
which are now at work, that less of this persecution will be met with in future
by those natives who join the Christian churches in the interior, at Abbeokuta in
particular. It is a gratifying fact that these converts cease to traffic in slaves.

It is right that I should inform your Lordship that, in the strict sense of
the term, there is no Such thing as free labour in Lagos, except what is
imported, and even much that passes for free labour, that of the Gold coast
c'anoe-men, is in reality slavery, for very few of them, excepting the head men,
are really free men. I must also inform your Lordship that in consequence of
the existing state of peace and security, all classee ot' the population of Lagos,
native, Sierra Leone, and Brazilian emigrants, are now farming as well as
trading; and that by adding the former occupation to the latter, the Sierra
Leone people will, as well as the others, purchase slaves to cultivate their farms,
for no natiVe of free condition willhire himself to another to do farm work, ‘such
being regarded as exclusively the labour of slaves.

I have, &c.
(Signed) . B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in No. l.

. The Rev. E. A. Gardiner to Consul Campbell.

My dear Sir,

I HAVE received your note, and am much obliged for the interest and very
great trouble you have taken in the two cases about which I wrote you—Nancy
Randle’s andMl'. Johnson’s. v

I have always found the same difficulty With yourself, in obtaining from
the people here an intelligible statement of their grievances, which, of course,
occasions much trouble, and renders it difficult to pronounce a decision upon‘ the
matter in hand. ‘ s

I will,if'possible, get from Mr. Johnson a fair and open statement of the case,
and hand it over to you. I have sent him out on business this morning, but
perhaps by to-morrow morning I shall be able to let you have it.

i I am truly grieved to hear of all the atrocities and outrages these Egbas are
coutinually perpetrating, and fear it will lead, ere long, to something very
serlous.

There is one thing I have often thought of naming to you. I fear the
Sierra Leone people are becoming very lax as to the question of domestic
slavery. I have heard of many buying people, and saying that they have
redeemed them. This redemption work ought certainly to be put a stop to. If
the Sierra Leone people, when they redeem these persons, had, after a certain
period, say when their redemption money had been paid in serving the family
to give them their liberty, the. case would be different, but I never knew of ariy
such case having occurred. The fact is, these poor creatures are got into the
families of many of these Sierra Leone people, under the pretext of redeeminw
them, and they thus become slaves for life. It is even whisPered that II],
some quarters they are obtained in this deceptive way, and then sold When
opportunity or convenience serves their purpose to do so.  
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I shall certainly not fail to warn our people from the pulpit, plainly and
faithfully, of these crying sins and abominations. , I fear the Sierra Leone
people are becoming, many of them at least, very degenerate. I see they will
require by-and-bye to be held in check with a strong hand, or they will become
undistinguishable from the common heathens ny whom they are surrounded.

remain, &c;
(Signed) E. A- GARDINER-

 

. 'No. 2.

Consul Campbell t0 the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received May 5.)

My Lord, Lagos; February 21, 1856.
I HAVE received information, and from the source by which it has

indirectly reached me I fear it is but too true, that a cargo of slaves, Which had
been. shipped from some place on the south coast; had been successfully landed
at Cape Frio, near Rio Janeiro, a few months since, and that another cargo,
shipped from the Bight of Benin, had also been successfully landed about the
same time at Camamou, between Bahia and Pernambuco. .Your Lordship may doubtless have alreadyreceived information of these
eventsfrom Her Majesty’s Consuls in Brazil; I think it nevertheless my duty
to report them, my information coming frOm a quarter likely to be well informed
on such matters. ‘ . '

. I have, 810.
(Signed) .' B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 3. ‘

Consul Campbell to the ‘Earl ef Clarendon.—~—(Received May 5.)

My Lord, Lagos, February 26, 1856.
’ WHEN at Abbeokuta some of the leading Chiefs, as is their custom, paid
me private visits late in the evening; I did not fail on these occasions to impress
on them the impropriety of waging war against their neighbours.

Shumoi-, the principal Chief after the Alake, and who holds the title of
Basherun, or leader of the forces, on occasion of one of these visits, promised me
that the Abbeokutans should not in future carry war towards the Sea—shore. ,

Not long after my return to Lagos I learnt that he had started at the headof a considerable force to attack the inhabitants of a country called Esharbey,
situate between the Mahi country and the River Niger. v - 7 —Several weeks elapsing, and the traders of Abbeokuta not making theirappearance at Lagos (in' fact, they had been but twiCer in the previous tenmonths), considerable inconvenience and loss was thereby sustained by thecommercial commimity, more particularly these who had vessels waiting in‘theroadstead for cargoes. . y

Thinking that a remonstrance from the Sierra Leone and other traders tothe Chiefs generally, accompanied by one from me to the Alake, might have a,moral effect upon them, I summoned the traders to the Consulate to conferwith them on the matter ; and, at my suggestion, they sent messengers with aletter to the Chiefs of Abbeokuta, \deprecating their wars or forays against theirneighbours, and pointing out how much they,‘ the traders, were sufferers by thestagnation. of trade caused by those forays ; as the peaceful Abbeokutan traders,
who take no part in them, are not allowed to leave, their town while thesemarauding expeditions are absent. I also sent asletter by the same messengersto the Alake, reminding him that in a letter he sent to Her_Majesty some ’four
years since, and of‘ which the Rev. Mr. Townsend was the bearer, he hadexpressed, on the part of his Chiefs and people, the most anxious desire that theRiver Ogun should be opened for their trade to Lagos; that the river had been
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so opened, and with perfect safety and security, for now'upwards of two years ;
but that'insteadyof availing themselves of it for purposes of legal commerce, the
Chiefs; and people were engaging in slave-hunts and plundering their
neighbours.

These-letters,I am happy to inform your Lordship, had the immediate effect
of setting free the trade to Lagos, and the answers sent to the letters are most
satisfactory as to the future; that of the Alake to me in particular : he declares
that this last expedition of the Basherun’s was undertaken contrary to the
wishes of himself and the leading Chiefs, none qf whom accompanied the
Basherun, or allowed their followers to do so (this was really the case) ; that for
himself he disapproves of these war expeditions, but that his authority alone is
not sufficient to prevent them; he .thanked me for sending the letter disapprov-
ing ofthese wars, and he had summoned the Basheruns to hear the letter read.
The Alake further beggéd me, on any future occasion that I heard of any hostile
expedition being, in contemplation from Abbeokuta, to send and remonstrate
with the Basherun, who, he states, will be sensible to any reproof from me.

I certainly shall not fail to comply with the Alake’s wish in this respect;
and as the Y'orubas in general, and the Egbas in particular, appear to be a very
malleable and impressionable people, sensible of the reed already done to and
being done for them; above all, of the utter absence of any sinister views in the
endeavours now making to improve their moral and social well-being; I am not
without the hope that they 'Will abandon their marauding attacks on their
neighbours, and devote themselves in future to legitimate trade and to agriculture.
There is some prospect of their paying attention to the latter most humanising
occupation; some of the leading Chiefs are already cultivating cotton to a
hopeful extent, and others are following the example.‘ ‘

The Basherun and some other Chiefs have applied to me to obtain them
the machinery for cleaning the cOtton they have grown this last season ; and as
I am assured by a respectable person to whom they showed the fruits of their
Iastvcrop, that they really have a quantity of that useful staple on hand, with
which they will pay for the machines, I shall take on myself the responsibiiity of
ordering by this packet several of the cleaningmachines from England to be sent
out forthwith, and for Which I have no doubt those wanting them will gladly
pay.

I have, 810.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.»

 

No. 4._

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon;——(.‘Received May 5.)

My Lord, Lagos, March 24, 1856.
HAVING been urgently requested by the mercantile agents trading inthe Benin river to Visit them in a ship of war, in order to strengthen their positionin the eyes of the natives, I applied to Commander Hickley, of Her Majesty’sship “Childers,” the senior oflicer of this station, for a suitable vessel, andLieutenant Williams, commanding Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “Bloodhound,”was directed‘te convey me to the Benin river ; I accordingly embarked on boardthat vessel on the 2nd instant, and disembarked at this place on the 21st instant.There are two extensive establishments situated some six miles from theentrance or bar of this river, one, belonging to Messrs. Horsfall and Co., theother; to Messrs. Harrison and 00., of Liverpool. The capital employed by' these two firms in the trade of Benin, must fall little short of a quarter of amillion sterling; a large portion of this amount is in merchandize, deposited inbuildings on shore, to meet the wants of the trade, and certainly offers a greattemptation to the natives. Another large portion, at least 30,0001.,.is alreadyin the hands' of the trading natives iii the shape of trust, that is, goods given tothem on credit to trade with. , ,
After I had been some days in the river, Mr. Henry, the agent of Messrs.Harrison and (30., arrived from the toWn of Warree, and he sent me a letter, of
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which I beg to transmit your Lordship a copy, requesting I would proceed up
the river to the haunts of a set of piratical people, called Ejoe, or D’joemen,
many of whom live altogether by plundering the canoes proeeeding to the
factories with palm oil, and do not abstain even from plundering the boats
belonging to the establishments, almost in sight of them. ,

The agents of the other establishments concurring in Mr. Henry’s request;
I consulted With Lieutenant-Commander Williams, and it was determined toproceed with the “ Bloodhound ” to the towns inhabitedby these piratieal people,Mr. Henry undertaking to precurel a proper pilot. We accordingly proceeded
to Warree, once a town of great importance when the Slave Trade was flourishing;
but now, in appearance, a deserted village ;‘ here ’a person was received on board
the “ Bloodhound,” who, it was stated, from having been in captivity among
these people, could direct us to their towns, and we left Warree Vearlyin the‘
morning, under the pilotage 'of this person; after threading our Way through
numerous creeks, we came to a fine large open lagoon, with ample depth ofwater, along which we steamed rapidly till 5 ' o’clock in the afternoon, when we
grounded. On our progress up the lagoon, which certainly leads from‘Or into
the Niger, we passed many villages and t0wns inhabited by Ejoe men, but whom
our guide declared to be peaceful traders. This might be the case with some
of the villages, as the women and children all flocked to the water-side, express-
ing their astonishment and surprise; but at others which we passed, no womenor children were to be seen, only armed men, looking stealthily from behind
trees and the corners of houses, ready for attack or defence. It appeared,from inquiries we made, that We ascended the lagoon by which the lateMr. Consul Beecrof't- penetrated from the Benin river to theNiger. , ' ' *

Every effort was made to heave off the “ Bloodhound,” from the time 'she
struck, 5 o’clOck P'.M., till ' 1 o’clock past midnight, without success. Onrenewing those efforts at daybreak, the vessel floated off With comparative ease,
in consequence of the water haVing risen a few inches towards the morning. ‘ It
was ascertained that the? “Bloodhound ” had received no injUry. «0n, pressing
our guide, or pilot, as to the distanceof the towns we were proceeding to, he
evidently could give no account to be depended on, nor Whether there wasa sufficient depth of Water for the“ vessel to proceed; 'O‘n starting from 'Warr'ee"
soon after daylight in the morning, we were led to expect that we should reach
these towns in three hours, whereas, at 5 o’clock in the afternoon, we were still
at an unknown distance from them. _

Under these circumstances, and taking into consideration the great riskrun of injuring the “ Bloodhound” if we proceeded further without a competent
pilot; that we were, at least, 200 miles from the mouth of the Benin riVer; and.that frequent groundings of the “ Bloodhound ” would, by causing heavy labourand exposfire to the crew to get her off, certainly lead to sickness, and so incapa-t
citate the vessel for some time for further service; Iinforrned theagents,,Mesvsrs.,Henry, Cheetham, and Bryden, who were all on board the “Bloodhound,” that
I considered it most imprudent to proceed further without more correct inf'orrha-Vtion and a better pilot. We therefore steamed hack to Warree, the ‘ sameday. On the following day, I had an interview with the principalpeople inthe
town, there being at present neither King nor Chiefs appointed to it. Being Ldisappointed ‘in obtaining firewood for the ‘7‘ Bloodhoundf we, on the nextmorning, left VVarree, arriving ofl' thefactoriesiby 8 o’clock the same evening. 7

It is certainly desirable, if it can he done without running too great a riskWith» the vessel employed for the purpose, to make a people Sensible of our power,
who with impimity murdered the late Mr. Carr, when proceedingto take Ichargeyof the model-farm connected with Captain Trotter’s Niger expedition, who also,without having been punished for the same, murdered two officers _', of , Her
Majesty’s 'ship “Ayon ” while peaceably and usefully employed. in Surveying theRiver Escardos, and whose piratical pursuits havebeen the cause of preventing
the great commercial resources of the Benin river being gradually developed,
the extent of the trade having been, as positively stated by the agents, stationary
for-some years at 2,500 to 24,600 tons of, palm oil per annum. , 3 3

i ‘ t I have, &c. _ - ,
(Signed) - , _. B.» CAMPBELL.
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Inclosure in No. 4.

Mr. Henry to Consul Campbell.

‘ Sir, ‘ Fort Harrison, Benin River, March 12, 1856.

I HAVE to inform you that the lawful commerce of this river is very much

inlpeded by a class of piratical natives, “ the Ejoe men?” who seize and plunder

canoes coming down from VVarree laden with our property ;‘ through this the

native traders are prevented coming as often to the river as they otherwise ’

would come, and none can come unless under convoy.

I am of opinion that you .should make at once some hostile demon-

stration against this Biratical' horde to prevent our trade being thus injured.

Her Britannia Majesty s ship “ Bloodhound” is suited forthe lagoon.

Ifyou will consult other Europeans in this matter I think they will bear
out my opinion. »

I have, 820. _
(Signed) RICHARD C. HENRY,

Agent to Messrs. E. Harrison's; Ca.

 

Sir, ' Harsfall House, March 12, 1856.

WE, the Undersigned, beg to express our entire concurrence with the

foregoing requisition, and urgently request you will act uponit.
(Signed) ' . SAMUEL" CHEETHAM,

AgentfarMessrs. C. Horqfall 8; Sons.
' WILLIAM BRYDEN,

B. Campbell, Esq., . For‘James Henry, Esq.

Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul, Lagos.
fl.

 

No. 5.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clotrendom—(Received May 5.)

My Lord, , Lagos, March 26, 1856.

ON my return to this place from a visit to the Benin river, I learnt that

the woman Tinnaboo, assisted by the waneaptains Ashambong, and others, all

followers of the late King Akitoye, and who, with him, were reinstated at

'Lagos through the instrumentality of Her Majesty’s Government, had, taking

advantage of my absence and of there being at the time no man-of-war ofi'

Lagos, conspired to drive away the Sierra Leone and Brazilian emigrants, and

the merchants, English and foreign, and to plunder them. ‘

It appears they were so” confident of success, and so close on carrying" their

intentions into effect, that they were discovered .by some of Tinnaboo’s men

talking the matter over in the public streets. V‘

Mr. Savage, a leading man among the Sierra Leone people, at once

apprised Mr. McCoskry, who acted for me in my absence; an investigation took

place shortly after at the Consulate, King Docemo himself being present, when

the intentions of these people were ascertained beyond all doubt, and such

measures of precaution and security taken as were in the reach of the merchants

and the Sierra Leone and Brazilian emigrants; and four persons who- had been

heard to talk openly of the intended rising, were sent to the Kingsijail.

Her Majesty’s ship “Childers,”‘Commander Hickley, the senior oflicer of

the Bights division, arriving a few day_e after, damped the views of the insurgent

party, and gave a feeling of security to the, other. Mr; McCoskI-y at once

addressed a letter to Commander Hickley, acquainting him With What had

occurred; copy of this letter I have the honour to transmit.

After hearing the statement Vof the merchants, and allowing the excitement

of the moment to pass away, I summoned the leading men of the Sierra Leone
and Brazilian emigrants, and urged upon them the necessity of‘exercising the
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utmost vigilance, and of preparing themselves for an attempt Which, it» was
evident, sooner or later, will be made to drive them away. '

Her Majesty’s ship "‘Childers” having been since joined by the “Blood-
hound” and the “ Hecate,” a. feeling of 'security has returned, for the present;
but, as these vessels cannot, with their other duties to perform, be expected to
remain here much longer, I have addressed a letter to Commander Hickley for
the informationeof Commodore Adams. This letter explaining the cause of the
hostile feeling towards the merchants- and the Sierra Leone ' and Brazilian
emigrants, I beg to transmit a copy of the same for .your Lordship’s infer-
mation. ‘ V

From further information obtained, it is very evident that King Docemo
knew of the intentions of his war-captains and the woman Tinnaboo, but that
he is absolutely powerless to prevent them; for, ’tis certain that they actually
sent for him to attend one of their meetings, when they, after having reproached
his father for having concluded the Treaty with the English Government, Which
had been the cauSe of the suppression of the Slave Trade at Lagos,'and‘ of the
very people (Sierra Leone .and Brazil emigrants) who, as they state, had formerly
passed through their hands as slaves, and been sold by them to the Portuguese
and Spaniards, returning back to Lagos, and assuming a position of superiority
which lessens them, the war people, in the estimation of their neighbours, told
him they ‘were now determined to expel them and the merchants, particularly
the English. Docemo, after listening to them, remarked that they must act as
they please. '

On his return home he called. together his immediate attendants, informed
them of what had passed, and directed them to take no part With the insurgents,
and' On the outbreak of hostilities to put his valuables into a canoe and convey
them to the British Consulate. ‘ ' , ' "

_  lhav'e,&c. ~ " 
(Signed) , B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclesure l in No; 5‘. ’

Acting Consul Mc C'oskry to Commander Hickley.

Sir, ' ~ Lagos, March 18, 1856,
WITHIN the last few days there has been considerable excitement amongst

the Sierra Leone and other emigrants resident here, in consequence of a; repon‘
that obtained circulation, to the effect that a large portion of the native inhabi~
tants seeing the growing influence these emigrants were daily gaining, and
tearing the native influence would ultimately be lost, had determined to seize‘the
first favourable opportunity to expel them, and at the same time plunder the
“ European ” merchants. . From investigations that have been made, I am
satisfied the King did not approve of the measure, but his power would be
unable to prevent it being carried out, if the Chiefs and Cabooeeers had decided
to do so. v ' ‘

From what has already been done to prevent the break-out of the natives,
there is now less danger than a. day or two ago ; .but in case they'shouldpersist
in the attempt to carry out their intention, the presence of your brig in the roads
for a few days, or until the arrival .of the Consul, will be sufficient to deter them,
and will also reassure the immigrants and allay an excitement that has kept
them under arms several nights in succession. ’

(Signed) WM. Mc COSKRY.

 

InclOsure 2 in No. 5.

Consul Cavhpbell to Commander Hickley.

. Sir, ' ’ Lagos, March 26, 1856.
THE result of my interview, yesterday, with the leading Sierra Leone

people, and the African emigrants from Brazil, as well as the information I have
collected from various quarters, tend to confirm the statements in Mr. McCoskI-y’s
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letter to you of the 18th instant. It is not the growing influence of the Sierra

Leoues and Brazilians alone which has led to the native population of Lagos,

headed by the war-captains, seeking to obtain their . expulsion ; there is another

cause which prompts this movement—the utter prostitution 0f the Slave Trade,

and the hepeless prospect of its being revived at Lagoa.

The leaders of this movement, the war-captains, finding their occupation

gone, and with their numerous followers being disinclined, or unable, to accom-

modate themselves to the new order of things, will most assuredly make an

effort to rid Lagos of those whose presence, as they think, prevents a return of

Slave Trade, and lowers their position with the nativee. ‘ ‘

I have therefore to request of you to make known to Commodore Adams,

as early as possible, the present state of things at this place. V v

1 wish the Commodore to he informed that deoko and his followers are

in no way mixed up with this movement; it emanates; altogether from the very

people, . the late Akitoye’s followers, Who, by the instrumentality of the

Government, were reinstated at Lagos after the‘expuleion of Kosoko. ‘
. .1: , 1 . . 1am, &C. ‘ . . _

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

\ No. 6'. '

,V The Earl bf‘ClarendOfl to Consul Campbell.

Sir, ,. / ' H ' H ‘ ' Foreign Oficé, May 17-, 1856.‘ i

I HAVE received, your despatch of the 18th February, inclosing a letter

from_the;Rev. E. Gardiner, by which it appears that some of the Africans who

were liberated at Sierra Lone,’ and have settled at Lagos, not only purchase

slaves for domestic use, under pretence of redeeming them from slavery, but also

for the purpose of selling them whenever they, may find an opportunity of

doin so. , ~ ‘ ' i ‘ '
gAlthough these Africans may not be British subjects, I have to desire that

you will, nevertheless, take everysuiteble opportunity of informing them that

Herr‘Majesty’s Government must, of course, cease to take any interest in the

safety or welfare of persons who make such an ungrateful return for the asylum

afforded to them at Sierra Leoiie, and for the freedom Which they have acquired

through British intervention; and you will say that if it Shall be proved that

any persons” residing at Lagos have bonght slaves for the purpose of selling

them again, it will be your duty to require the King to expel them from Lagos,

under Article V of the Treaty of'January 1852. i ' . .

’ , , I am, 8w. .

(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

A , No. 7.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- Campbell.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofit'ce, May 17, 1856.

' I HAVE to acquaint you that I entirely approve the steps which you have

taken, and the line of conduct which you propose to pursue, as reported in your

despatch of the 26th February last, With the view to prevent the frequent

marauding expeditions of the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta against the native

tribes in their neighbourhood.
I am, 850.

(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 8.

TheEarl qf Clarendon to Consul Campbell. V

Sir, , , ' ' . Foreign Ofice, May 17, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch ‘of ' the 24th March; ’and I have to

acquaint you that I approve, your proceedings during the voyagewhich you,
made up the Benin river on board Her Majesty’s, ship “ Bloodhound,” in order
to check the piratical practices of the Ejoe men, Who seize and plunder cances '
bringing produce to the British trading stations near the mouth of that river.

' I have further to acquaint you that I have sent a copy of your despatch to
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and that I have pointed out to their
Lordships that it will be desirable that the Benin river should be Visited again,
with the same object, whenever a suitable vessel or vessels of war may be
available for the performance ofthis service. . y 4 _

. I am, &c. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘ No.9. _ , ,

The Earl of Clarendon to‘ Consul Campbell.

Sir, - V Foreign Ofice, May 17, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch offthe 26th March, stating that, While

you were up the Benin river, in March last, some of the followers of the
late King Akitoye took advantage of that circumstance, and of the absence of v
a British cruizer from the station, to conspire together :forlthe purpose of plun—
dering and expelling the European merchants and the liberated Africans resident
at Lagos, and for the purpose of reviving the SlaveTrade. . . , ' ‘ “ '

I have to acquaint youthat Her Majesty’s Governmentuhaveapproved the
vigilance andaetivity shown by Mr. Me Coskry andyyou upon that. occasion, and
the measures taken in order to counteract this dangerous conspiracy :;and that
I have represented to the Lords of the Admiralty the. importance ofkeeping a ‘
sufficient naval force stationed near Lagos. v ' f v. '

‘ ' - , -I. am, &c. t
- (Signed) , . , CLARENDON.

 

No. 10.‘ , y

I The Earl of Clarendon to’Co‘nsul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, Illay 17, 1856'. '
WITH reference to my despatch of the " 29th March last, I inc]ose,1

for your information, a copy of a despatch, from Her Majesty’s Minister at
' Lisbon} inclosing copies of his correspondence With the Portuguese Goveljnment

relative to the inhuman conduct ' of the masters of the two Portuguese vessels
“ General Rego ” and “Emilie,” towards certain self-emauci'pated Africans, '
Whom they had engaged to‘ convey from Bahia to Lagos. ‘ . ' ‘ .

And I have to instruct you to transmit to me, for communication to the
Portuguese Government, any further information which you may be able to
prOcure respecting this afl'air. .

I am, &c.‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

1‘ No. 331.
CLASS B. ‘
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No. 11.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, ' Foreign Oflice, May 20, 1856.

WITH reference to my desPatch of the 17th instant, I inclose, for

yohr information, a copy of a further deepatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at

Lisbon,* giving the substance of the depositions of Captain Lage, of the “ Afri-

cam,” late “ General Rego,” on the occasion of his having been interrogated by

the tribunal before which he was summoned by the Portuguese authorities.
‘1 am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

, No. 12.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Oempbell.

Foreign Ofice, June 10, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 20th ultimo, I inclose, for your

information, the accOmpanying cOpies of a- further despatch and its inclosure

from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon,'l‘ on the subject of the proceedings

‘adopted by the Portuguese authorities against the master and other parties

interested in the Portuguese vessel “ Africano,” late t‘ General Rego,” for their

conduct towards some self-emancipated Africans Whom they had engaged to

Sir, -

 

Convey from Bahia to Lagos. I am, &c.

' ' (Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

/ 1N0. 13.

Consul Campbell‘to ithc‘Earl of Clarendon.—(;Received June 26.)

My Lord',‘ ' I i I Lagos, May 1, 1856.

. THE first annual payment to Kosoko, agreeably to the Treaty engagement

mafie with him by myself and Captain Miller, of Her Majesty’s ship “Crane,”

having beecme due on the 31st December last, I notified to him that I Was

prepared to pay the amount he was entitled to receive, either in cowries or hard

dollars. . h ,

,I had no definite reply from him till a few days since, when on Mr. Peter

Diederiehsen' visiting Epé, Kosoko requested him to inform me that thevannual

Stipend to be paid by the Treaty would be of no service to him if paid in specie

orleOWriés, as he would be obliged to distribute the greater portion of it among his

Cahmceers ; but that he would gladly receive the stipend in articles of ornament

and utility, Which he enumerated to Mr. Diedrichsen.

As Kosoko has kept his engagement most faithfully, I hope your Lordship

Willlapprove of my gratifying his wish in this resPect‘. Some of the articles he

Wishesto obtain are to be procured here ; others it will be necessary for me to

order from England. '

A It has long ago [appeared to me very desirable to give the Africans, and

partieularly their Chiefs, a taste for articles of utility as well as ornameht.

Under the sole influence of the Slave Trade they have sought to appear

grand, hot only in the eyes of their people, but of Europeans also, by'dressi'ng

themselves up in the most grotesque costumes, such as'were formerly to be seeri

iii the theatricals at country fairs in England. It is hoped that a. better taSte

and feeling will now prevail, and that, instead of investing their profits as

heretofore in the purchase of slaves, they Will be devoted. to erecting more

eomfol'tahle awnings, and furnishingthem With articles of comfort and utility;

bixtthe lead in this improvement must be taken by the Kings and Chiefs—4it

would not be safe for any subordinate perison to show the example. '
' I have, &c.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

, 4: No.92. Jr Nessa.
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No. 14.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Olarendon.——(Received June 26.)

(Extract) V Lagos, May 2, I856. '
ON my way to the Benin river in Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “Blood-

hound,” I looked into Palma, Kosoko’s port of trade. . ‘
I found laying there four vessels loading with palm oil, one under English,

one under French, one under Dutch, and one under Hamburgh colours.
On landing I was gratified in seeing the extent of trade that was being

carried on, and that the French mercantile house of Rigis, at Marseilles, Which
has a large establishment at Whydah, and factories at Accra and other parts ‘of
the Gold Coast, had, With great spirit and confidence erected, at an expense
exceeding 2,000l., very substantial stores, with a commodious dwelling for their
factor and clerks, the materials for which had been sent out, with mechanics,
from France. a w ' . ' ' .

The Hamburgh house of O’Swald and Co., in connection with Mr. 'Diede-
richsen, have also an establishment at Palma; and they intend, I am informed,
sending out the frames of stores and a dwefling-hbuse from Hamburgh, to. be»
erected at Palma. - . , v v . .

,7 ‘ This feeling of security on the part of. themercantile houses engaged in the
commerce of these parts, will, I trust, be regarded by your lordship asan
indication of a new and better order of things than that Which Ifound existing on
my arrival at Lagos ; and, together With the great improvement that is taking
place in this town, the superior dwellings that are being erected, and the general
security of person and property, will,J hope, go far‘to disprove the complaints
that “ my measures tended to impede native civilization.” _ ‘ ’ j , .

In addition to the great change that has taken place for the better‘ . along
the seaboard, it is stated by the Rev. Mr. Bowen, an American missionary, Who
has been for the last three years in different provinces in the north-weSt of
Yoruba, and who is now here with Mrs. Bowen, waitinga passage" by the,
packet to England, that a considerable, degree of security exists , alongthe made.
between the various large towns in the interior; and that the traders are not
now necessitated, as formerly, to wait the accumulation of' large. caravans - for
mutual protection, but that they proceed from one town to another, f at their
convenience, in smallyparties, with their articles of trafic, in security. ,

_ I felt sensible 'Some time ago that a state of comparative security had super-
seded one of total insecurity in that part of the interior alluded to by: the Rev,
Mr. Bowen, from the circumstance of the large quantities of ivory which haVe
reached Lagos during, the last twelve months from the interior. .

I am sensible that much of this improvement is owing to the present great
diminution in the expert Slave, Trade from the Bight of, Benin; still, if peace
had not been established at all the large trading towns on the seaboard, as
well as security for person and property there, and on the road from such large
towns as Abheokuta,_the interior people would have, foundhomarket for the
productions of their'country. ‘ , ' ,' , , .

Tovattain the present'desirable change, I have devoted, inspite of great
opposition from persons to whom I had a right to look for assistanceahd
cooperation, much of my time and-attention. ' ., ' -

 

No. 15. ,

I The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell. I I

Sir, ‘ -. _ . ‘ Foreigh Ofice, June 30, #12856. '
, I TRANSMIT herewith, for yourinfermation, the aecompanying copies of

a despatch and its inclosure from Mr. Jemingham, &c.,* in reply to one which I '
add1:essed to‘him directing him to communicate to the'Braziliah Government
the infomiation contained in your despatch of the 2lst'of January last, with

* No, 136. '
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regard to the barbarous conduct of the masters of the two Portuguese vessels

“ General Rego ” and “ Emilia,” towards several liberated Africans whom they

had engaged to convey from Bahia to Lagos. .
‘ ‘ ‘ I am, &0;

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 16.

,Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(ReCei-uedJuly 5.)

My Lord», g . . . Lagos,fifayr26, 1856.
' IN my despatch dated 26th March, I reported to. your Lordship that,

during my temporary absence on a visit to the Benm river, the woman

Tinnaboo, joined by some of King Docemo’s war Cabooceers, had formed a.

conspiracy to drive away and plunder the English merchants and the‘Slerra

Leone people, but that their intentions had been discovered and thwarted. v

Tinnaboo having been connected with a previous attempt of the same kind,

and her Conduct being overlooked by King Docemo, ‘and relying on the impunity

.which had attended her from similar acts, proceeded to the extreme length of

sending a party of her people to dispossess some men‘belonging to the King of-a

house their master, the King; had. given to them; a severe struggle ensued, but

. Tinnaboo’s people being more numerous, and going '01; this errand well armed,

some of the King’s men were severely hurt, and the lives of three of them were

‘ for. sevega’l‘ days-in great danger. '
. "By many of the old residents in Lagos, who have witnessed similar, acts in

former days, it is stated that this violent attack on King Docemo’s people was

made. with the expectatiOn that it would be resisted, as in times past, with fire-

arms, and so lead to a general fight or civil war among the inhabitants. ‘

. King Docemo, on hearing of the Outrage, roused himself from his usual

state of apathy, and sent a party ofmen to apprehend the rioters; andthe leaders,

including Tinnaboo’s husband, named Badda, were thrown into v jail. Upon

hearing this, Tinnaboo went to King Docemo’s Council-room, Where, by that

time, iall "the Cabooceers had assembled, and demanded of the King, in the

most insolent manner, why he had imprisoned 'her' husband and people (her

husband is a Mahometan, and an old slave of the late Akitoye). Her conduct

was So unbearable that the King, backed by' his Chiefs, desired her_ to leave

Lagos in five days, as,‘ belonging to Abbeokuta, she was in Lagos only on

sufl'erance.‘ ‘ She insolently replied that she would leave only when it pleased

her} Upon this Docemo, unable to bearthe woman’s insolence any longer,

retired to an inner room, and sent me an account of what had Occurred, assuring

me of his'determination to expel the woman if I would obtain him the support

of same gun-boats fmm the senior officer“, then off Lagos} , , V

. - 0n making King Docemo’s wish known to Commander Hickley, of Her

Majesty’s ship “ Childers,”.on the morning of the‘fifth day, he crossed the bar
With five boats ,; their arrival was notified to the King, who sent messengers to
Tinnahoo desiring . her to quit the island before 4 O’clock P.M. Under this
pressure, the woman Would quietly have retired had she not been advised by one
of the merchants to conceal herself until night, when he, with others, hoped, by

presenting the vacillating King Docemo with a large quantity of:.cowries, to
prevail on him to allow her to remain, and to conceal her on his premises until

the gun-boats had left the river.
The evening having arrived, the King sent to me to say that Tinnaboo was

nowhere to he fonhd ; on my recommendation he sent out a proclamation forth-
with, threatening, with a heavy penalty, the party who concealed the woman ;
she was then compelled to leave her hiding-place, the house of 3. Sierra Leone
man named Turner, and surrender herself to the King. . _

It being evident there was some tampering going on, not by ordinary
persons, to induce King Docemo, through the prospect of obtaining a large

quantity of cowries, to allow the woman, after' all that had occurred, to remain,

I sent him word that the gun-boats would not leave the river until Tinnaboo
was fairly out of Lagos. 0n the following morning she was escorted across the

lagoon by the King’s people to the 'Abbeokuta-road, Where she was met by

several of her own people who'had been previously crossed over; after waiting
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on her yam plantation, aboutfive miles from Lagos, on the road to Abbeokuta';
for several days, in a the hope she would be allowed to return :to .Lagos,-she
proceeded, escorted by her numerous followers, to Abbeokuta; where she
noms. « » . . ,

Just prior. to Tinnaboo’s expulsion the Egba traders arrived from Abbeo-
kuta with the largest quantity of palm oil eter brought by them, at one time, to
market. This woman’s departure g'aVe the greatest satisfaction tothese traders,
who, before commencing their trade, sent a deputation of their leading men,
begging me to use myvutmost influence to prevent the Woman’s return, as' she
was the cause of so many of their number losing money, and of their irregular
visits to Lagos market ; and I have also received a written message from six of
the leading traders in Abbeokuta, who direct the operations and movements of
their numerous body, thanking me for having assisted King Docemo to expel

' the woman, and entre‘ating me on no account. to listen to lanytproplositions 'for
her return to Lagos. It is the numerous body of traders belonging ‘to.Abbeo~
kuta Who, of its large population, have the greatest interest in the (peace and
tranquillity ofLagos. , v . -. a v 7. ~ . a V ,- ,V _

Itappears, from‘an estimate that has been made, that the quantity of palm
oil‘ owing by. this woman to variOus merchants and- traders exceeds, in value
5,000l. ; yet, with but very few exceptions, the merchants and traders to whom
'she is indebted, are only too willing to sacrifice their claims, by her expulsion
'from the town:. indeed, her largest creditors have long given up all hope
of obtaining any portion of their claims from her. , ‘, ,, , . J ,,. .‘ 'Ihave,‘&c. ,.

(Signed) Bl. CAMPBELL.‘

 

No. 17. I

’Cons‘uZ‘Cemhbell‘ to. therEarl “of Olarendaiz.e~(Received July 5.) ~.

My Lprd, ‘ v _ a . ' “ ' ‘ 1.‘Layos,:May 27; .1856; "
_ ‘LI, LATELY learntiWith pain and surprise, that the Lcruel . and barbarous

custom which exists in the HBenin' and other rivers thetween this arid , the
Cameroons, of destroying twin‘ Children, as well as the mother that ‘hears‘thegl,
prevails also in this town. k ' ' ' I A . ' ' ' ’ 5 V

. I came to the knowledge of; this fact from being told by a person in whom
I place great confidence, that a young man in whose welfare Itake an interest,
had narrowly escaped being put to death in consequence of his=wite vhavingngiven
birth to‘ twins. It appears‘that from some symptom or suspicion prior to the birth,
the woman’s aceouchement Was kept a secret, and, that on her giving birth to
two infants, they, With the mother,,_ were, immediatelyput to death, and the
bodies doubtless sunk in the river; and in answer to inquiriesthat were made by
thegfi'iends I'ofthelwoman, and her husband, the answer given was, that‘the
woman died in childbirth. The husband of the woman was compelledto be
a" party 'to this to him most {painful proceeding ;‘ for had. he 110t“as'sented" to it,
according to the barbarous'eustOm of these people, his 'own’ life" would‘alsol'have'
heensacrificedl“ ‘ ' H ' ' '_ “ " V‘

‘ From inquiries I have m‘ade’of the Rev, Mr.‘ Ci‘ewther,’ arid some) inte‘lligefit
Sierra Leone people, I learn with‘ pleasure that the barbarohs practice of semi:
ficing twin children and their mother does not prevail in any part of Yoruba
country ; but, on the contrary, such an event as the birth of twin children is
hailed withgreat satisfaction. ., , , a

The inhabitants of Lagos are deseendants of a Benin army, sent by a former
King of that Once powerful tevvn and kingdom, vsome eighty years since, to
subdue the inhabitants of the Island of Eshalli, situatedpppo‘site to Lagos.
Failing in accomplishing that object; and 'not daring to return, thearmy settled
0n.the, island on which the‘town of Lagos is built; the Captain, 01' leader of
the army,iconstitutinghim'self King. The barbarous practice of destroying twins .
hasAtherefOI-e its ’origin from Bening-Where this and other frightful and barbarous
euStoms; such as human sacrificeson the full and change rOf'the IIIOOII, exist,
and will’continu‘e' so to do, until' ciyilizationand Christianity: have 'Inade some
progress in that tom; and ”country. ' _

’ ’ Althoughfthis barbamus custom may be an infraction of that Article of the



14 AFRICA. (Obnsular)—-Bight ”of Benin.

Treaty concluded with the late King Akitoye, abolishing human sacrifices, it

will, I'fear, be very difi’icult to get the Chiefs of Lagos, men Whose minds are

sunk in the grossest superstition, to admit of it. I therefore respectfully suggest

to your‘Lordship, that the abolition for the future of the cruel custom of

destroying twin children in Lagos (it appears that here the custom extends to the

mother, and even to the father of the twins), should, in a formal and special

manner, be abolished by a Supplemental Treaty with the King and Chiefs of

La 05.
.g I was quite taken by surprise when I heard of the circumstance above

reported to yourLordship; and I can only attribute t0 its’ rare occurrence, that

the missionaries in Lagos were ignorant of the fi‘ight‘fifl‘custom existing in this

town, in which so great a change has taken place within the last few years,

that it may be safely fiaid, that'here at least the groans of the unchained slave

have been exchanged'for the cheerful song of the free and unshaek‘led labourer

as he proceeds on the river, bearing to 01- from market the fruit 'of man’s

' innocent and lawful labour, not the victims of his avarice and oppression;

that the large buildings still called ban-acoons (a. name unpleasing to English

ears) are now filled with an article of legitimate - commerce, instead of unhappy

captives, the clank of whose chains have happily been superseded by 5‘ the

sound of the church-going bell.” ' , '

, ‘ ‘ I have, &C. .

' (Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 18..

The Earl of Clarendon te Consul Campbell. '

Sir, V ‘ - ‘ Foreign Ofice, July 7, 1856.

‘ I HAVE received your despateh of the lst of‘ May 1351:, stating that it

is the wish‘of King Kosoko'that the amount of the annual allowance due to

him under the Treaty engagement of the 28th of September, 1854, should be

paid to him in articles of Ornament and utility, instead of in specie or cowries ;

and I have to acquaint you in reply, that I‘ apprOve of your disbursing the

amount of the allowance due to Kosokov in accordance with his request. "
I am, 81c.

, (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

, ‘ No; 19‘.

The Earl of Clarendbn to Consul Campbell.

_ ' Foreign Ofiice, July 7; 1856. V

WITH: reference to your despatch of the- 2nd of May last, I have to

. acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government have received with great satisfac-

tion the favourable account which you give of the state of trade at Palma, as

Well as of the generally improved state of Lagos, and of the increased security

_ of the roads between the coast and the large towns in the interior.
' . I' am, &0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

Sir,

 

No. 20. ,

The Earl of Clarendon to (Bansul Campbell.

Sir, I , - Farez‘gn Oflice, July 14, 1856. .

I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th May, reporting the circums

stance under which the woman Tinnabo'o was expelled from Lagos, , and I

have to acquaint you that I approvethe steps taken by (you in this matter.
7 ' . 'I,am,&c.l ,

(Signed), CLARENDON.
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No. 21.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell. 1

Sir, . Fhreign Ofice, July 15, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 27th of May last, reporting that

YOU. have recently ascertained that the practice of destroying twin. children
and their parents exists in the tOWn cf Lagos, and in reply to have to instruct
you to endeavour to :negotiate With the King and Chiefs of that town the Treaty
which you suggest for the abolition of this inhuman custom.

v I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 22.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendoh.—(Recez’ved July '31.)

My Lord, ' . ‘ Lagos, June 14, 1856. '
IT will, I feel sure, be satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Government to learn

that its energetic and successful interference on behalf of the late King Akitoye,
which led to the Complete breaking up of this 011% great Slave Trade mart; is
now, I may say, fast fulfilling the hopes and expectations which were antieipated
would‘fol1ow so decisive a measure. ' y '

From Cape Formosa to Porto Novo the Slave Trade may’eonfidently he
said to be extinct; at Whydah, and the small ports east and west of ‘it, nearly
so; and if the Chiefs of those small ports, Aghwey, Great and Little Popoe,’ 350»,
who are all under Treaty engagements With Her Majesty’s Government. were
threatened with its severe displeasure if they again permitted the embarkation

' of slaves from their districts, they would, I am well. informed, use that as, ah;
excuse for refusing permission to the slave-dealers to embark slaves from within
their jurisdietions. ,Whydah would then be the only point from ‘which the
emharkation of slaves could take.place. , '

V The trade in palm oil is increasing atalI the ports in the Bight of Benin,
‘and, if the revenues derived from it do not satisfy all the old slave-trading Chiefs;
the profits of the lawful trafiic amply compensate the masses of thepopulations
who are now engaged in it ; moreover, this legitimate and peaceful trade is
working its beneficial influence in gradually ameliorating the condition of that I‘ ‘
large proportion of the population held in a state of bondage which is gradually
becoming nominal. It is also making it- the interest ofthe large bodies of people
to whom it affords employment and profit, that the roads from and to the inte-
rior should be free from the‘htigandag'e which infested them in the days of the
Slave Trade, and, happily, they can now be. traversedin safety by small parties,
and to a distance which has surprised me. . 4 , ' _

_ I have,'in' a previous despatch, in reporting to your Lordship the grett
improvement that .has taken place of late in the internal- communications of this '
part of Africa, mentioned that my passports ensured the safety of the hearers of
them as far as the town of Illorin. Inow 1earn that some Houssa and Nutfi
people ?(self-emancipated emigrants from the Brazils) who some m_Onths’ since
applied to me for passports, stating that they Were proceeding to Illorin, have
actually reached their homes in those countries in safety, and have sent word to
their countrymen living here,an‘d who have been waiting some yearsfor an
Opportunity to return to their homes, to obtain passports from ,me, and to

. venture to reach those countries. I accordingly complied With the request of a ,
native of Houssa and a‘ native ofthe Nufli country, and gave them each a passport,
'with which they appeared confident cf being able to reach those countries, and
they have promised, on their safe arrival, to return the passpOrts to me, With'&
notification in Arabic to that efi'ect. ' ' ' > g

V 011 vmentioning‘this eirCumstance’ in thecourse of' conversation with the
Rev. Mr. Crowther,‘he informed me that Dr. Barth, the traveller, had taken
with him to Ehgland two natives of Houssa, who are now in the-care of the
Committee of the Church Missionary Society, but that, great anxiety Was felt as
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tothe possibility of these two men being got back in safety to their country.

I entertain no doubt, my Lord, that, if sent here and provided With passports,

and put under the especial safeguard of the Chiefs of the large towns, to be

passed from one to the other without molestation, the two Houssa men would

reach their country in safety.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 2-3.

_ Consul Campbell to the Earl qf Clarehdon.—-(Received July 31.)

My Lord, Lagos, June 24, 1856.

THE late Commander-in—ehief, Rear-Admiral Bruce, in a letter to the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiraltydated November 24, 1853,* recommended

that their Lordships should cause to be built two on three small iron steam-

vessels, not drawing more than fOur feet water, for service in the Bight of Benin

and its lagoons and rivers. .

‘ The hostilities With Russia taking place shortly after, has probably been

the cause of this judicious,recommendation, of the ‘Rear-Admiral’s not being

carriedout. , I - . . , _ - . ‘

Several vessels of the description recommended by Admiral Bruce having

since been built for service in the Baltic, and the peace. having left them avail-

able for any other service, I beg leave most earnestly to submit to your Lord-

ship the great advantages which Will attend the following up of' Admiral Bruce’s

recommendation. , . y _ ' . _ . , .. ,

Intercourse with the English is, comparatively, quite new to the Chiefs and

people inhabiting ‘the shores: of the far-spreading lagoons of the Bight of Benin,

as well as to those inhabiting the interior countries, and nothing has impressed

them With an idea 'of- our great power so. much as a steanlfvessel; and the taking

the “Minx” steamer to Epé, a distanceof at least forty miles along the lagoon

leading from Lagos into 'the Benin river, was followed With all the results I

expected. It 'made a great impression on the people of the interior, and, I have

no doubt, materially assisted in giving weight to my urgent remonstrances

against warring and kidnapping, and, assisted by other influences, has led to the

present ‘greatly-improved facilities and security to the trading people travelling

in the Yoruba country. . - V

, Some change and improvement having taken place since the date of Admiral

B‘riuce’s, letter to, the Board of Admiralty, I venture to depart so far from the

Admiral’s recommendation ,as to suggest that one vessel of the description

mentionedrwould suffice for the lagoon-service of the whole Bight of Benin, and

that, instead of herheing employed as a- cruizer outside,~that she should be

anchored inside the her (there is no. better and more airy anchorage than of the

Consulate), and that, instead of being wholly manned, that she should be in

charge, of an officer‘of the rank of second master, with one engineer,-one stoker,

andvsome fourteen or fifteen kroomen, and ,if an assistant surgeon could be

added, a boon would be conferred on the European community of this place and

' the neighbouring trading establishments, at present without any medical man.

There Would, therefore, be only four Europeans constantly exposed to the

malaria of the river and lagoons, who, in case of sickness, could be changed or

replaced from the ships outside. 'The kroomen, when having no other employ-

ment; could cut mangrove wood for fuel.
‘ ,The Whole lagoon ‘from Godomey (within fifteen miles of' Whydah) to the

Benin river is navigable for such a vessel as I recommend, and the lagoons and

creeks from that river into that part of the Niger running through the Iboo

Country, are also navigable ; the late Mr. Consul Beecroft having, in the

- “Ethiope,” some years since entered the Niger from the Benin river by the same

route taken by Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “‘ Bloodhound ” in March last, the

“ Bloodhound ” drawing nine feet of water. V »

I wofild with all'deference recommend that the steamer should once a year

proceed as‘far as Godomey,‘ and twice a year, through the lagoon, Visit thejBenin

. *- Clas‘s A, presented 11854,, p. [196.
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river, and the lagoons from which the trade of that river are drawn, 'and in the
event of some of the Iboo people at Sierra Leone desiring to return to their
country, and of the Church Missionary Society carrying out its wish to form
stations in the Iboo and other countries on the Niger, to accomplish their
benevolent and Christian views, the steamer could, from this place, periodically
convoy the Iboo people in their canoes and boats to their country, and keep up
a communication between the agents of' the Society here, and those that may
be sent to the countries on the Niger, and by her visits and' presence impart a
feeling of security to the establishments that may there be formed. 1

When the steamer’s services are required for these expeditions, the necessary
complement of officers and men can be furnished from the senior officer’s ship or
others attached to the Bights division, Who would rejoin their ship, on' the _
return toLagos of the steamer. ,

A light draught of' water being a great desideratum, I beg to suggest that
the armament recommended by Admiral Bruce can be reduced to a medium 32-
pounder on a pivot or traverse, two' 24 brass howitzers‘, furnished with shrapnell‘
as well as the ordinary shell, and a rocket-gun ; i I also beg to suggest that the
steamer should not much exceed 100 feet in length, and that the accommoda—
tions for oflicers and crew should be made as airy as possible. . ‘

It is the universal opinion of all residents here and at the other towns and
trading establishments in the Eight of Benin, that a vessel of the above descrip-
tion, anchored in this river, and devoted ‘to the service of protecting theEuropean
establishments, giving security to the lawful commerce of ' all classes, would put
an end to the concoction of schemes for the expulsion of British people and
lawful commerce from Lagos, would impart a feeling of general security and give
confidence to enterprises for the extension of the great trade of which this
country is susceptible. ’ _ ' ' - ~ ~ v r

The success which attended the judicious and regular , use of quinine by
Mr. Consul Hutchinson, when’serving in the “ Pleiad ” on the late Niger 'eXpedi-
tion, leads to the confident hope that if a similar plan is followed on board other
vessels engaged on similar expeditions, mOrtality amongst the Europeans would
be in a great measure avoided; and the malaria fever, if not altogether escaped,
be reducedvin virulence, and made more manageable under professional treat-
ment. . ' ‘

The value of quinine'underwent a good test on board Her Majesty’s steam;
vessel “ Bloodhound ” during the last season; Mr. Ryan, the assistant surgeon
of that vessel, having administered it regularly to the oflicers and crew during
the visits of the “ Bloodhound” to the rivers in the Bight of Biafra and to
the Benin river, when the crew (sixty-five white men) were exposed some
forty days and nights to malaria, the only results of fever being five slight
cases which yielded readily to medical treatment. ,

I have, 8w.
, (Signed) . B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 24. , ,

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received July, 31.)

My Lord, . Lagos, June 26, 1856.
‘ SOME few weeks ago it began to be rumoured here that Gezo, King of
Dahomey and Whydah, was contemplating another attack on Abbeokuta.
this time a combined one; that, he had“ sent one of his own daughters (with alarge present of coral and silks) to Kosoko for a wife, With a View to obtain
his influence with the Jaboos to join in the attack on Abbeokuta; 'and that hehad also sent large presents to the Chiefs of Ibadda and Ijaye, to obtain their
co-operation also. ‘ _

The population ofIbadda, which town is stated to be much larger than Abbeo-
kuta, is mixed, and composed partly ofpeople from Yoruba proper, partly ofEgbasand ofJaboos ; that ofthe town of Ijaye, which is stated to be smaller than Abbeo-k_uta, is wholly so of Yoruhas proper, and is governed by a Chiefwho revolted from '
his Sovereign the King of Yoruba, and who, it is stated, governsthe population he
has gathered around him, estimated at 70,000, witha rigour tf'uly Draconic: he _is
Sovergign and sole judge; secondary punishments, not even that of being sold

LASS .B. '
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into slavery, are never resorted to ; death, and that inflicted with his own hand, is

the sole punishment for all ofi'ences. Yet, and it may be thought strange, this man’s

authority and person is respected, and his mode of government approved of by a

large population. Kidnapping, robbery, ahd other armies, are said to be have at

Ijaye. Those who speak with horror ofthis Chlei’s seventy, admlt that 1115 dem-

sions are founded on justice, and that he is‘ patient and impartial when presiding as

sole judge and arbiter. If this be the case, and it is generally represented to be

so, the moral to be drawn is, that the only method to well govern an uncivilized

population (in Africa at least) is by impartiality and justice, untempered with

mere .,
Irtis from this Chief and people that the Abbeokutans most fear Gezo will

obtain co-operation. In Ibadda the Egba portion of the population, it is said,

can oppose Gezo’s views.
I did not fail to acquaint the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta of the reports

of Gezo’s intention, current in Lagos, Which obtained general credence, and

which have since received confirmation as mentioned in the Chief’s letter to me

of the 18th instant, copy of which I have the honour to inclose.

FrOm a private and intelligent source, I learn that the Chiefs of Illorin,

after receiving Gezo’s letter, sent messengers to Abbeokuta to informtthe Chiefs,

and'that the Illorin messengers met those of Gezo in the town, and immediately

informed the Alake 0f the circumstance, When they were apprehended. The

fact of these messengers (selected probably to avoid suspicion) having traversed

so great a distance without molestation, confirms my report to your Lordship of

the great improvement that has taken place, and the security with which

persons can now travel through the greater part of the Yoruba country.

Illorin being inhabited principally by Mahometans, and the Felatah or

Foulah influence being great there, it is satisfactory to learn that they appre-

ciatethe position of Abbeokuta, as the town leading directly to communication

with Euroiiean‘ traders near the sea, and are desirous to be at peace with its

Chiefs andrpeople. . '

‘ I shall not fail to communicate with the senior officer and the Commodore

(who I believe ison, the south coast) on the subject of Gezo’s intentions, and

devise withth’em some means of thwarting them. It is evident from the great

loss of inCOme, power, and influence, through the very low state to which the

export Slave Trade is reduced in the Bight of Benin, that the King of Dahomey

is getting desperate. , ,

' . I have, 350.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in No. 24.

The Alake of Abbeokuta to Consul Campbell.

Aka, Abbeokuta, June 18,’ 1856.

THE Alake sends his best respects to Her Majesty’s Consul.

The Alake desires to inform the Consul of what he has recently seen of ,

- Gezo’s intention of raising his expedition against Abbeokuta the second time. '

What the Consul has heard is, without doubt, the fact; it is evident to be
so,_by having seized fear messengers, people from Ketu, Whom the King of

Dahomey employed for that purpose, and by whom he circulated a letter of

invitation to the different Chiefs of the interior, the Chiefs of Ijaye and Ihadda,
of Jaboo,j and of, other places, and as far as Illorin, with presents, to seek their

assistance to carry out his intentions ; whom the Alake put into stock at Ake.

These inhabitants of Ketu, whom Gezo employed as messengers, are four in
number, two aged men, a woman, and a boy. One of the aged, named Aronu,

he sent with the Arabic letter to a Mahometan, by the name of Amodu, at

Illorin, Who, after reading the letter, forwarded it to the King, who read it also ;

and not desiring to break the friendship that exists between him and the Egbas,

dispatched a speedy message to inform the Alake and the Chiefs of the .Egbas

of what he had learnt, without the knowledge of these messengers. Therefore,

When they were returning liome,. were Seized and bound as they had to pass

through Abbeokuta. It is related by the messengers bf the King of Illorin, that
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the King of Dahomey promised that if he would only assist him to destroy
Abbeokuta, that Gezo will be satisfied, and Will not care what will be done to
himself and his town Abomey; he may afterwards, perhaps, be burnt, or taken
captive, and the like; and that he is compelled, by the inability of his force, to
seek his aid, of joining his force to annihilate Abbeokuta, because he (Gezo)
imagines it to be a larger and populous town, more than .he could destroy alone.
The messengers of this Gezo are still in the stock. Of course the Egbas cannot
do them anything Without having a full information from the Ketu King, to
know of him whether he has any knowledge of it, as they are his people. The
Alake and Chiefs have, therefore, sent a message to him, Who have not yet
returned. But it is a. pity'to say that this town Ketu is divided against itself;
a part of the inhabitants are friends of the King of Dahomey, to which, without
doubt, these captured people belong; and the other part are, 'doubtleSs, the
friends of the Egbas. It is also said that Gezo intends'to attack Abbeokuta
earlier, just at the close of the rainy season,

Consequently, the Alake and Chiefs beg Her Majesty’s Consul-not to be
slack in his promise of duly reporting. the present circumstance to the British
Government ; also to entreat them for some more ammunitions, and also one
or two officers who would come to show them the way for using the cannons
that are at Abbeokuta. - , '

 

No. 25.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.f-—(Received July 31.)

(Extract) Lagos, June 26, 1356.

I HAVE the honour. to inclbse copy'of a‘letter I have just received from
. the commercial agents in the Benin river. ‘

' I have sent off, this morning, to the senior officer, a copy of Messrs. Cheet-
ham and Henry’s letter, With a request that he will be goodenough to render
such assistance as is in his power for the protection of the agents," and‘the
property‘of the firms they represent. ' ' ,- ‘

The only vessel attached to the Eights division at all available for‘ this
service, is the f‘ Minx ;” her draught of water is light, but her steani-power; Only
ten-horse high-pressure; is quite inadequate to her tonnage, 300 tons,’and is
unable to propel her against a current of two and a-half or three knots. Great
difficulty was experienced on returning from a visit to Epé, the wind; andelirrent
being both adverse ;. some of the tubes of the boiler gave way When it became '
necessary to increase the pressure of steam. The “ Minx v is, inother respects, -
a most objectionable vessel for service on the coast ofAfrica ; 'she has only four
feet eight inches height between decks, far *too little for persons below the
common stature; butt for ' persons who, like myself, have the misfo‘rttme to_ be
above the common stature, it necessitates living'altogetheiton deck, Which I was
obliged to do when I visited the Benin river in‘ this vessel last year. She will,
however, serve to protect the faetories in the Benin river 'from hattack‘ and V
plurider.‘ ‘ v i ‘ " > ,’

With respect to the surmise of MessrspCheetham and Henry, that there
may be a slave-vessel in the Forcados or Dodoyrivei’s, situate between the Benin
and the Nun fiver, and connected by innumerable creeks with the Benin, such
a circumstance cannot remain long ‘unkhoWn to the traders who do business
with the English factOries. ' - t. ' - ; ' “

The, movements of Don "Domingo Mustich, in the ' Spanish ‘barque
“ Conchita,” are suspicious and unknown; and it is not knownhere What has
become of ' the Spanish brig, which carried a number of passengers from Spain— to
Fernando Po, and whose fitments would be serviCea'ble' taller as a slaver.

With reference to the observation of Messrs. Gheetham and Henry, that
punishment of the piratical Ejoemen failed, on the “ Bleedhound’s” visit to their
haunts, through the incompetence of the pilot, I must differ with them, in this
respect. The pilot having, I believe, a good knowledge of the lagoons, had
taken us in the deep water during thewhole day; but when evening approached,
and we- neared the towns it was intended to punish, ho had some misgivings,
arising from fear or superstition, and took'ns from the fourbfathom channel 011
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the starboard hand, in which we were proceeding, to cross over to the other

side, where there was no depth of water; we consequently grounded, and on
sending boats to sound, we found that the deep channel we had left went a
considerable distance.

One of the inducements which led me to consider it, under all circumstances,
prudent to return; was, on learning from Lieutenant-Commander Wilhams,
while the “ Bloodhound” was aground, that there were on board but s1x rounds
of grape and canister for each gun. Now, as there were several towns to
punish, all with a thick jungle immediately in the rear of them, 1t would have
required the whole of this supply to cover the landihg-party at one town, wh1le
destroying the canoes and other property of the piratleal EJoemen. .

On our return to the factories; it was stated that we had taken a plot from
the wrong town, Warree, many of whose inhabitants are suspected of complicity
with the Ejoemen in~their piracies on the trading canoes; and that we should
have taken a pilot ’from the town of Battaree, whose inhabitants, having been
slaves of the old King of Warree, and employed by him in punish1hg these same
Ejoemen, had no friendly feeling for them, and were well acquamted Wltll the
la oons. '
g As this was a matter on which we depended on the local experience of the ‘

commercial agents, they must be considered partly to blame for the “Blood-
hound ” returning without having accomplished the object for which she
proceeded so great a distance. ' '-

 

Inclosure in No. 25.

Messrs. Cheethdm and Henryrta Consul Campbell.

Sir, Benin River, J2me l6, 1856.

SINCE our last petition to you, on the visit of Her Majesty’s ship
“ Bloodhound,” for assistance to punish the piratieal Ejoemen who infest the
creeks around the palm-oil markets of this country, to the serious obstruction of
lawful trade, we are sorry to have to report to you a great increase in their
depredations. The creeks between this place ancl Warree swarm with them,
and it is their avowed intention to attack Mr. Henry on his Way to that place,
in revenge, they say, for the visit paid them by you in Her Majesty’s steamer
“Bloodhound.” ' a

, They say that your return on that occasion without punishing them was
owing to the potency of their jeW-jews ; and relying Upon such protection more
implicitly than ever, they are becoming outrageous, and cause a serious loss to the ‘
British merehantstrading here. Within the last few days they have captured three
river canoes, having shot four men, and made about eighteen prisoners, who
will be sold as slaves 3. to say nothing of the serious loss of property in these
canoes besides.

Unless these pirates are put down, Sir, we believe it must result in the
iuin of the lawful trade of this river, and thereby a great loss to our respective
ouses. .

These Ejoemen are now so anxious to make captives, that it seems to us
there must be some market within a short distance of Warree, where they can
sell them, or they would not appear in such numerous hands; unless it is, as
they state, with the intention to capture Mr. Henry while on his way .to
Warree. Can‘there be any slaver secreted in, the Forcados or Dodo rivers?

When Her Majesty’s, steamer “Bloodhound” went up before to punish
them, she failed through the incompetence of the pilot, and shallowness of the
water; but they impute it to other reasons as above mentioned, and it makes
them bolder than ever. ’ , ‘

At the present time she could easily go up, as there is more water in the
creeks, and will be during the rainy season.

We most humbly, but earnestly, beg your assistance in" this case, as the
bulk of the property thusseized in these canoes belongs to us ; and' further, Sir,
we would state as our opinion, that such grave obstructions to the lawful trade
can only have the result of driving those men now engaged in it to their old -
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practices of continual warfare, for the captives they can make and sell to
slave .

?\rfe would beg an early answer; as much so as possible; our interests
involved being so great, that it is necessary we should know what assistance we
may depend upon, and take our measures accordingly.

We are, &c.
(Signed) SAMUEL CHEETHAM,
Agent for Messrs. Chas. Horsfall & Sons, Liverpool.

' RICHARD C. HENRY,
Agent to Thos. Harrison & (30., Liverpool.

 

No. 26.

The Earl of Clarendon ‘to Consul Campbell.

Sir, , Foreign Oflce, August 30, 1856.
HER Majesty’s Government learn .withfmuch Satisfaction? from your". ,.

despatch of the 14th of June last, the great improvement that has taken place at‘ .
Lagos and in the neighbouring countries, consequent upon the expulsion of
Kesoko, and the measures adopted by Her Majesty’s Government to put an end
to‘the Slave Trade which was carried on from Lagos and the adjacent coasts;
and with reference to that part of your (deepatch in Which you state that if the
Chiefs of the small ports of Aghwey, Great and Little Popoe, ' 810., who are, all _
under Treaty engagements with Her Majesty’s Government, were threatened
with its severe displeasure if they again permitted the embarkation of §laves
from their districts, I have to instruct you to make a comniunicatiOn ‘to the
Chiefs in question to the effect suggested by you, in sucha. manner as you may
think best. calculated to carry with it most weigh . ,

t ' ' I am, &c. ' ‘ .
(Signed) , CLARENDON.

 

No. 27. 7

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell;

Sir, , , ,. Foreign Ofice, August 30, '1856.
,I TRANSMIT to you herewith. a copy of a letter addressed by Major 0rd,

who has lately been, employed as Commissioner on the Gold Coast, to
. Mr. Iebouchere, the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, suggesting '
that a small annual stipend» in‘ the shape of presents should be granted to the King
of Dahomey, in consideration of the losses which he has sustained by the Agree-
ment which he concluded with Lieutenant Forbes in March, 1852, for the aboli.
tion of the Slave Trade from the ports of his dominions. ' » , x

I also inclose‘a‘copy of the answer which ,I have caused to be returned to . _
a letter from the Colonial Department, in whichMr. Labouchere requests to be
made acquainted with my opinion regarding Major Oi-r’s suggestion; and in '
conformity with what is stated in the letter to the; Colonial Oflice, I have to
instruct you, if you should think it useful and expedient to do so, to found upon
Major O'rd’s letter a communication to the King of ‘ Dahomey, stating that When
he concludes a satisfactory Treaty With Her Majesty’s Government, and faithfully
observes its stipulations, his claim to an annuity from Her Majesty’s Government
will be favourably-considered. ' - > , = ' ' e '

. Iam,&c.fi -
(Signed) , CLARENDON. .
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Inclosure I in No. 27.

Major 0rd to Mr. Labouchere.

Sir, The Hague, July 26, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to bring under your notice the subject of a conimuni-
cation I have received from the Rev. T. B. Freeman, of Cape Coast, hav1hg fo,r
its object the favourable recognition of the King of Dahomey by Her MaJesty s
Government.

. 2. Mr. Freeman, who is ah'eady known to the Colonial Department as the
head of the Wesleyan’Mission on the Gold Coast, has devoted himself fer many
years to the cause of humanity and civilization, and has great experience of
the character of the natives, over many of whom he possesses cons1derable
influence. . .

3. During one of his recent tours of inspection of the missionary estahhsh'-_
merits, Mr. Freeman received a summons from the King ,of Dahomey to Vielt
him at his capital, Abomey; and on his return frem this interview he commu-
nicated to me an outline of the subject to which it had referred; but as I was
then on the eve of' leaving the coast, and he was compelled to resume his
mission labours without delay, the details were neeessarily deferred until a later
period, and I have only now received them. ' V

4. ' It appears from Mr. Freeman's statement, that the King had been much
afi'ected by’the purport of a letter _received not very long before from Lord
Clarendon; and that, being desirous of making a communication to Her
’Majesty’s Government, he had selected Mr. Freeman as his agent for the
purpose. This gentleman urged the propriety of his causing a letter to be
written to make knewn his wishes to the Government, and offered, if he thought
fit, to write one for- him, as he had done in 1854. The King replied, that the
missionaries could not be always visiting him to read and write letters for him ;
and__he should much prefer, on the present occasion, placing him in possession
ofhis views, and leaving him to make them known to the Government in the
form that might seem most desirable. Mr. Freeman then acquainteduhim that
I was on the coast engaged in inquiring into certain matters affecting the condi-
tion of the British Settlements, and. suggested that he should request me to
gonvey to Her Majesty’s Government such communications as he might desire
to make—a proposal to which the King at once assented, and which is the
occasiOn of'my now addressing you on the subject. _

5. In substance, the King seems to haveexpressed himself to Mr. Freeman
as follows: ’ '

. 6. Down to the time ofCaptain Forbes’ first visit to him, he had personaliy
”engaged in the Slave Trade, that being the Trade by which, for many ages past,
the Kingdom of Daihomey had been chiefly sustained; ‘but‘ from the time of
Captain Forbes’ visit, be (the King)had~entirely ceased from taking any personal
share therein. He had taken that step at great pecuniary. disadvantage to
himself; $01er to gratify and meet the wishes of Her Majesty the Queen; 'and a
hope had been held out to him by Captain'Forbes that Her Majesty, inconsi—
deration of the sacrifice he was making in, foregoing those pecuniary advantages,
would kindly make him some small return annualiy, by sending him a suppIy of
cloth, cowries, &c., by way of aiding him in keeping up, under his disadVanta-
geous circumstances, the old‘ and time—honoured customs ‘of his ancestors, on
which occasions he is obliged to make large donations to his Chiefs and people.

7. He had waited year after year to hear scmething from Her Majestyjn
regard to this subject, and had continued to suffer disappointment; but he had,
nevertheless, extended his restrictions, bearing on thesuppression .of the ‘Slave
Tra&e, by prolfibiting his people from engaging in :the foreign Tra'tfic in Slaves,
and that his latest step had been to prcihibit their being shipped from any of the ‘
ports in his dominions. . ‘
f V ‘8. He declared that these» had been his own voluntary acts, :which he still
feels disposed to sustain ; and he now repeats his entreaties to Her Majesty kindly
to consider his_case, and the case of his comparatively impoverished country,
and render him some little annual assistance of the kind he has mentioned.

9. He further said that he cannot interfere with the internal Slave Trade,
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that being, carried on in all parts of Africa, but repeated. that all shipping of
slaves from the ports ofDahomey is prohibited.

10. He begs that Her Majesty will at once forget all past differences and
misunderstandings arising out of' the Slave Trade, and allow this communication
to be considered on his part as an entire reopening of friendly intercourse with ‘
England. . , ,

11. He entreats Her Majesty to take such steps in favour of himself and
Dahomey as may lead to an immediate influx of English traders into the ports
of his kingdom, Where palm oil can now be purchased to_ a large extent, and
which trade he is anxious to encourage and promote by every means Within his
ower. » , ’ a . _

P 12. Mr. Freeman further adds, in reference to this latter point, that since I
left the coast, he has travelled along the Whole seaboard to Porto Novo, which
is considerably to the eastward of Whydah, and that all he has seen tends to
impress his mind With the positive certainty that a great commercial change is
passing over and through Dahomey. The manufacture of, palm oil is increasing
to an enormous extent; and at two small ports (the easternmost of Dahomey),
Godomey and Contonea, two slave-merchants had converted their factories into
palm-oil stores, and, had shipped several hundred thousand gallons since the
commencement of theseason ; whilst the thousands upon thousands of gallons
which he saw at the quondam slave-ports proved the increase of the trade, and
left no doubt but that it was; being rapidly substituted for the ancient and
illegitimate Traffic. ' V .

I3. I would venture to observe upon the foregoing, that the information I
obtained leads me to the conviction that the growing demand for palm-oil is
fostering a trade Which, whilst it exists, must be utterly destructive of the Slave
Trade. We have no instance of the Slave Trade being supplanted by the spon-
taneous Springing up of a Iegitimate commerce, and at once suppressed by
external agency, and a profitable trade introduced calling for the manual labour
of theslave; and its self-extinction becomes a mere question of time, depending
upon the rate ‘at Which circumstances permit the trade to he developed.

14. It is the duty, as it is the desire, of the Government to aid this by_
every means in their power ; and although the King of DahOmey may be
mistaken in attributing to his own measures results which are properly due to‘
our intervention, it may be a 'subject for consideration whether it wbuld not
be politic to encourage him in the course he has adopted, and whether substan—
tial benefits to commerce might . not result from the payment t_a- him of ‘a.
small annual stipend (in the shape of presents), as a. reward for the sacfifice
Which the abandonment of the Slave Trade has certainly occasioned him.

15. The subject appears to he one not undeserving the attention of Govern-
ment, and I have therefore nothesitated to comply with the King of Dahemey’s
request, and bring it under yeur notice. V ‘

- I have! &c.
(Signed) . H: ST. GEORGE OED,

Major, Royal Engineers. ‘

 

Inclo‘sure 2' in No. 27.

The Earl ofszwzbme a Mr. Merivaie.

, , - Foreign Ofliee, August 28, 1856. ’
I HAVE laid before the Earl of Clarendon your letter of the 9th instant,

inclosiug a copy of a letter from Major Ord,‘who has been lately employed as
Commissioner on the Gold Coast, reporting- the substance of a communication
Which the King of Dahomey wisheci him to convey to Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and suggesting that a small annual stipend, in the shape of presents,
should be granted to that Chief in consideration of the losses which he has
sustained by the abolition of the Slave Trade from his ports. '

And in reply‘to Mr. Secretary Labouehere’s request to be favoured with
Lord Clarendon’s opinion with regard» to Major Ord’s suggestion, I am to state
to you that the King of Dahomey has already’been informed bx.Mr. Campbell,
Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, that it is useless for him to think of entering

Sir,
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into amicable relations with Her Majesty’s Government until he shall have
given proof Of his sincerity by a faithful observance of the agreement which he
concluded with Lieutenant Forbes in March 1852, for the abolition of the Slave
Trade from his dominions, and by signing a Treaty similar to those concluded
with other African Chiefs, which contain among other stipulations an Article for
the abolition of human sacrifices. y

I am to add that the reports which have recently been received from
Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, tend to show that the King of Dahomey has not
acted with good faith in the engagements which he has already contracted with
Her Majesty’s Government, for in February last Mr. Campbell reported that an
active revival of the Slave Trade had taken place at Whydah, the port of
Dahomey, and it appears by despatches which have recently been received from
Her Majesty’s Consul, that in spite of the remohstrances of Her Majesty’s
Government the King of Dahomey has been making; preparations for a renewed
attack mi a large scale on Abbeokuta. _ - .-

Lord Clarendon directs me to inclose for the information of Mr. Secretary
Labouchere, a copy ofa despatch received by the laet mail from Mr. Campbellfi‘
showing the great improvement that has taken place in the countries round
Lagos in consequence of the cessation of the Slave‘Trade; and Iram at the same
time to state to you that his Lordship proposes to transmit to Mr. Campbell a
copy of Major Ord’s letter, and to instruct him, if he should think it useful and
expedient to dc so, to found upon it a communicatien to the King of Dahomey,
stating that When he concludes 3. h satisfactory Treaty with Her Majesty’s
Governwent and faithfully observes its stipulations, his claim to an annuity will
be favourably considered.

‘ I am, &c.
(Signed) ' SHELBURNE.

 

No. 28.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—'—(Received September 5.)

My Lord, Lagos, July 14, 1856; _.
IN Mr. Consul Hutchinson’s narrative of the Niger, Tshadda, and Binue

Exploration, made in the “ Pleiad” steamer, occurs? at page 254, the following
observation :—

“ But it'. the Government do not step in to put an end to the lawlessness
of the ‘Felatahs,’ all ideas of a successful trade with the Niger, Tshadda, and
Binue countries, may be given up.”

Having had extensive commercial, and frequent personal, intercourse With
the three large sections of the extensive tribe of Foulahs who have, at various
epochs, during- the last two centuries, emigrated from Massina near to Timbuctoo,
and taken possession of the countries they now‘inhabit and rule over, viz., the
country called Boondoo, situate at the head of the Gambia river; that called
Footah Taro, situate onthe left bank of the Senegal; and that called Footah
Jallon,‘situate'at the head or sources of 'the Rivers Nunez and Pongo; I beg,
with eyery respect, my Lord, to submit my opinion,,that any representation or
appeal'to the Fel‘atah (Foulah) Chiefs and people to abandon their cruel predatory
expeditions against the pagan inhabitants of the Soudan countries, would ,be of
no avail, unlessat the same time commercial operations were commenced for
legitimate trade at points accessible to these troublesome and formidable people}
and that it could at the same time be explained to them, that the countries
ravaged by their fanatical energy "possessed Various articles of European value,
for which the commercial establishments were ready to give in exchange those
articles of European manufacture they (the Felatahs) are in" want 0F; and
Which‘they highly prize. v . , v , ‘

It must he remembered that 'the accounts of Clapperton, Lander, &c.,
represent a numerous portion of the Felatah tribe inhabiting Soudan, as a
peaceful, pastoral, and agricultural people ; and if a large, and mischievous

* No. 2‘).
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portion of the tribe have been for more than thirty years past the great feeders
of the former extensive Slave Trade in the Eights of Benin and Biafra, it was
because they really found no other commerce existing in Soudan ‘but that in
slaves ; the comparatively small quantities of ivory carried from the countries of
Soudan by the Moorish traders of Tripoli, Tunis, &c., on the backs of camels
across the Desert, representing but a minute portion of the valuable commerce
the vast interior regions of Africa are capable of yielding. ~

To develop this large neglected commerce of the interior, the power of
steam, and the highways of the Niger, the Tshadda, and their tributaries, must
be made available. - ‘

The influences which generated the virulent fever that attacked the Niger
Expedition under Captain Trotter, and which caused its failure, are now known;
and the result of the last expedition up the Niger and Tshadda in the “ Pleiad,”
proves that those influences fatal to health and life can be avoided.

There offer flow but few and trifling obstacles for the profitable employment
of capital in those parts of the Rivers Niger and Tshadda Which, while affording
some security to property, are yet within reach of the Felatah and other interior
people; 'and, should some enterprising merchants be willing to embark in a.
commerce offering every prospect of success, and Her Majesty’s Government 'be
induced to support such enterprise by its countenance and influence, in sending
a representative to treat with the Felatuh Chiefs, and to point out to them the
advantages ofoccupying themselves with peaceful, legitimate trade, instead, of. their ..
predatory excursions against the unofi'ending Pagan tribes, I beg leave, my Lord,
to tender myself for such service.

, Experience has proved that the Mahometan Foulahs in all those countries
before mentioned, of which they dispossessed the original occupiers, have, after
a time, Settled doWn to the peaceful pursuits of lawful commerce. Those of
Boondoo have long since felt the influence and enjoyed the benefits of legitimate
commerce with the Settlements on the Gambia ; those of Footah Toro have had

. the advantage and reaped the profits of an extensive commerce With the French
Settlements on the Senegal ; and those of FootahJa’Jlon have shown how highly
they esteem a free commercial intercourse with Sierra Leone, and with the
commercial establishments of the English and other merchants at Kykandy, on
the Rio Nunez, and at the Rio Pongo and other points accessible to their enter-
prise. Gradually, in all the countries above named, they have abandoned
marauding expeditions. As the Chiefs, the leaders of them,‘ became rich, they
felt disinclined to risk themselves again in slave-huuts, for such is really their
warfare, and preferred the more safe and peaceful gains ariéing from legitimate '

v commerce with the white mam ‘ ' ‘
I have, &e.

(Signed) B'. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 29. ‘

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received September 5.)

My Lord, , Lagos, July 16, 1856.
I HAD the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch dated 29th

March, 1856,* transmitting copy of your Lordship’s 'despatch to Mr. Howard,
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, and to Mr. Jerningham, Her Majesty’s
Minister at Rio de Janeiro, relative to the forcihie debarkation at Whydah of ‘
several emancipated Africans from Bahia, instead of landing them, as these
unfortunate people had stipulated for, at this place; in consequence ofwhich act
they fell into the power of the King of Dahomey, who 'put to death all the
adults. of the party, and retained their children as slaves. »

I have also had the honour to receive your Lordship’s further despatches
‘ dated 17th and 20th May, inclosing copy of c.01re8poi1dence between Mr. Howard
and the Portuguese Government relative to this painful and, on the part of the
Portuguese’cétptain and supercargo of the brig “General Rego,’_’ disgraceful afl’air.

All doubt as to the fate of these poor people has long ceased to exist.
Information of the occurrence came here from Whydah ; and the Abbeokuta

, ’ '3 Class 3, presented 1856, No. 33.
CLASS B.
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traders meeting those of Abomey periodically at the market of Ketu, a large
town situate about equi-distant from the two towns, are too well informed of
What passes at Abomey affecting their interest or security.

The masters and supercargoes of Portuguese vessels bringing African
passengers from Bahia are 10th to land them at this place, because I aIWays
urge upon them the necessity of their landing or destroying all the extra equip-
ments put on board for the use of the passengers, and inform them they Will
compromise the safety of their vessels by not doing so. In the case of a three-
masted Portuguese vessel, called the “ Linda Flor,” which brought aer0ss from
B‘ahiathe large number of 230 African passengers? I was very urgent that her
eXtra equipment should be landed ; and it transpired that the supercargo (under
Whose unders and directions these vessels mostly navigate, the master being
what they call the “ piloto ” or navigator) had landed the large copper Cooking
utensils belonging to the passengers at Whydah. His object in 'so doing cannot
be mistaken. The supercargo, however, had to pay their value to the Africans.

A small Portuguese schooner, the “ Aguia,” lately landed here 14 Africans
from Bahia.‘ The master, before leaving for that place, was Solicitous to know ~
from me whether his passengers had made any eomplaint. In this case the '
Africans had met with no difliculty, and they were landed with every particle ‘of
their baggage. , ‘

' I have, &c. j ~
(Signed) ‘ - B. CAMPBELL.
 

No. 30.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendbn.—(Received September 5.)

My Lord, , . Lagos, July 29, 1856.
. RUMOURS have been for some weeks past in circulation of the death of
Gezo, King of Dahomey. ‘ V

,In speaking (if the occurrence to one of the minor Chiefs of Abbeokhta
lately on a Visit to this place, he informs me that the circumstance has been
known in that town for some months ; also, that Gezo's son, who has Succeeded to
the-Throne of Ahomey, was urged by the father on his death-bed to follow up
his intentions against Abbeokuta. , ~ ', ‘ '

The son of_Mr. Hutton,; Who has an establishment at Aghwey, some few
miles west of 'Whydah, also informs me that about three months since the
Yervogar, or Viceroy of Whydah, Was suddenly summoned to Abomey, Where-
he remained until latelyu I1: is now generally stated that Gezo is dead.

A‘custom exists among most of the Pagan tribes of Africa of concealing for
somemonths the death of their Kings, orimportant Chiefs, until certain; I fear,
most barbarous customs have been observed before his su'ceessor can be
proclaimed, and although the death of the King or Chief is well known to

- every person in‘the country, no oneis allowed to speak of it.
,WaWu and Possoo, two of the leading Chiefs of Badag‘ry, have also died

within the last four months ; they Will he succeeded, it is to be hoped, by younger
men, not thoroughly wedded from childhood to the Slave Trade. '
- . 1 " ~ I have, &c.v '

(Signed) B: CAMPBELL.

 

. No. 31. _

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receimd October 9.)

My Lord, ‘ - ‘ Lagos, August 1.8, 1856. _
‘ SINCE the menth of January last, reports have from time to time reached
me of the embarkation 0f cargoes of slaves at some of the westernmost ports of
the Eight of Benin, Aghwey and Little Popoe in particular ; , the information I
had received not being of a decisive character, I did not, at the time, bring the
cases to your Lordship’s notice.

I now, however, feel meself justified in reporting to your Lordship that I
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,have good foundation for believing that no less than four‘shipments of slaves
have taken place from Aghwey and Little Popoe since November last; these
places are about six miles apart, and the embarkations take place about midway
betvveen them; the Chiefs supposing that by not permitting the shipment
of slaves in front of their towns, they commit no infraction of their, Treaty
engagements. ' L ‘ , '

The vessels that have Carried away cargoes of slaves, are, I have every
reason to believe,~—one of the three vessels brought from Barcelona by Domingo
Mustich; a schooner under American colours, sent out by Mr. J. A. Machado,
of New York, and named the, “ David,” or the "‘ Alemander Mitchel ;” a barque,
also under American colours, sent by Mr. Machado from New York, and named .
“ Hermitage ;” and lastly, a brig direct from Havana, longexpected, and supposed
to have no nationality; she was consigned to Senhor Byetta of Aghwey, but
loaded by himself and co-slave dealers. ‘ ' . ' .7 , v '

I had received positive information respecting the tworAmerican vessels;
the schooner, I am told, kept herself from observation at the Island of St. Thomas
until preparations were completed for loading her; the barque, on the contrary,
took in a ground tier of palm 'oil, and paraded up and dOwn the coast with it 3'
she anchored twice at Lagos for some days, apparentlywithout a business object.
She at length went, as I am credibly informed, to the Dutch Settlement'at
Elmina, sold the palm oil on board of: her, took in a ground tier of water, and
then proceeded to Little Popoe, where, in one afternoon and night, shereceived
from the shore the remainder of her water; provisions, fire-wood, and slaves.

A ' ' ~ f 'Ihave,&c. " ,
(Signed) , B. CAMPBELL.
 

No. 32.

C(msul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—«(Received October 95)

(Extract) ' Lagos, August 19, 1856.
THE successful shipments, from time to time, of cargoes of slaves from

some of the ports in the Bight of Benin (from Aghwey and Little Popoe, in
particular), tend to keep alive the hopes of the slave-traders, and of their chief
agents in this Traflic, the Kings and ruling Chiefs of the countries around, that
there will be a revival. of the Slave Tradein these parts; and the impunity
which has followed the infraction of their Treaty engagements by the Chiefs of
Aghwey-and-Little Popoe also tends to confirm the repreSentations‘ of the--'slave-
dealers to their fi-iends.,the Chiefs, that England is tired of the struggle; that '
she has her war with Russia to occupy her attention (it is not yet generally
knoWn among the natives that'peace has been made .withthat Power) ; .and that
Cuba and Brazils must have a supply of slaves, ait any cost. ' , ~ -

The evil influence of these successful shipments of slaves, and the repre-
SentatiOns of the slave-dealers, is felt even in this town. '

I shall call upon ‘King Doc'emo to exercise a proper, vigilance, and toput
his authority in‘ force to prevent the-shipment' of slaves from this touDomingo
Martins at Porto, Novo; but I "do not expect any energetic action from him in
this matter, for, until' some rigorous measures are takenwith those Chiefs Who
have prominently and repeatedly broken their Treaty engagements with/ Her
Majesty’s‘ Government, for the suppression of the-Slave Trade,,.my firesenta—
tions to King Docemo, or any other .native-Chiefs, om Slave Tia e,~,will have
little or no weight. ' i y 4 ‘ ' ' ' '

. , I

No. 33.

‘ Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 9.)

My Lord, , , . ,Lag'oéirfiuyust 30, 1856,
. I BEG to transmit to your Lordship a letter whieh‘l'the Supreme Civil

Chief and the Supreme Military Chief of Abbeokuta have addressed to Her
MaJesty, and requested me to forward, together With the articles mentioned
therein as presents. ' ' ’ ' ' '
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I- wrote to (the Chiefs to ask them in what light the war drum sent by them
as a present, was to be considered; that if they sent it to Her Majesty as a sign
or assurance that they had abandoned their aggressive attacks on their neigh-

bours, I could, in that case, forward it to England, sure of its being gmeiously
received ; that without such assurance, 8. war drum could not be accepted with

pleasure by Her Majesty, who, anxious for the welfare of the Abbeokutans, above
all things wished them to abandon predatory warfare, and to turn their attention
to innocent commerce and the cultivation of the fruitful soil of their country.

To my letter no satisfactory answer has been received; lshall therefore
forward by the first of Her Majesty’s vessels leaving this part of the coast for

England, the two leather cushions, which are meet ingeniously worked, and

the cloth, a specimen of the cotton manufacture of the country, but of average
ualit . ,

q 1¥he rumoured attack of the King of Dahomey 0n their town early next dry

season has, no doubt, called forth this letter from the Chiefs of Abbeokuta to

Her Majesty, with the hope of obtaining aid; and there is no doubt that the
King ofDahomey has (taking advantage of the ill feeling existing among the
Chiefs of the other large and populous towns of Yoruba towards the Egbas, for
having introduced the anti-Slave Trade English into the country, and for the
assumption of superiority by the Egbas over the other tribes, the position of
their town at the head of the navigable portion of the River Ogun commanding
the trade from the interior to Lagos) been tampering with the Chiefs of Ijaye,
Ibadda, Illorin, and Jaboo, to obtain their cooperation; as, without assisted
by the people of some of these populous places, the King of Dahomey is aware
his attack on Abbeokuta. will be attended with defeat. It is believed he has met
with no great encouragement from the Chiefs of the above towns; indeed, the
Chiefs of Illorin, a town greatly under Felatah influence, at once sent to apprise
the Chiefs of Abbeokuta of the King of Dahomey’s proposals. .

As the rainy season draws to a close, the King of Dahomey’s movements
will be closely watched by the Egbas, and his intentibns become better knowu.

. I have, 8w.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

, Inclosure in No. 33. _

The Alake and the Bushman of Abbeokuta to Her Majesty the Queen of England.

Madam, -; -' Abbeokuta, July 4, 1856.

THE Alake, or King, and the Basherun, or Field-Marshal, of the Egba

nation and next in rank to the King, present their compliments to Her

Majesty:
They congratulate the Queen of England and her Government for the

conquest of Sebastopol, as well as for the Treaty which the Russian, had signed

with England; they hope and trust that it will be a lasting-one to many
generations. , V

Their object in writing to the Queen is to thank Her Majesty for many a
past favours done to them ; for the emancipation of their children and country-
men from the bitterest bondage of slavery, and put them in Sierra Leone; and
not only so, but for allowing them to return to their native land; most of the
fathers and mothers who had been deprived of their children, and who never
dreamed of seeing them again, have had the pleasure of meeting their lost
children once more in the land of the living.

All these had taken place, and still going on, during the reign of Her Most
Gracious Sovereign Queen Victoria: May it please God to bestow his choicest
blessing upon Her Majesty, and to bless the Prince Albert, Albert Prince of

‘ Wales, and all the Royal Family. ,
The Alake, or the King of Egba, and the Basherun, beg to suggest to the

Queen and her Government, that they Egbas were agricultural race; their
forefathers were not slave-dealers, but always paid attention to‘ their farms,
which occupation they, their. children, were following, till the Ijebus, Iifeh, and
other surrounding tribes, combined together and brought a large force or army,
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and captured most of them in their farms, sold some, and reserved others for
men-servants and maidens.

Through the combination of other Powers, the Egbas’ towns and'territories
have all been broken up, and they were made slaves under their conquerors, who
taught them to war; but soon was they began to understand the art of war them-
selves, their conquerors, fearing lest they would rebel against‘them, killed the
Egbas’ war-chief, whose name is Lah-mud-dee. When they saw this they fled
away from them, and' came to Abbeokuta for refuge, where they are inhabiting
now. And when they were here for some While, their former enemies, who had
taken them for clients before, collected another large «army against them at a
place called Okay-owi-wi, or Oke-owi—wi, which war lasted for three months, ere
they were enabled, by God’s help, to defeat theirnenemies. . v

v When few years‘elapsed, they were attacked again byanother army, a very
great force, from their common enemy. It was a bloody war indeed, but they
gained a complete victory over their antagonist. . t. . _. ,, t, ; .

The last attack was that of the King of Dahomey, which was fought on
Monday, A.M., 3rd of March, 1850; although it was of short duration, yetit
was the hottest they ever fought. '

And now they heard and saw that the King of Dahomey is sending presents
to all other Powers to unite him to destroy their town, and. introduce that
abominable Traffic, the Slave Trade, which GOd and the British nation abhorred.

They beg to add, that were it only the King of Dahomey’s power alone,
they would not send to molest their greatest benefactor and the greatest friend
they have under heaven.

They therefore entreat Her Most Excellent Majesty earnestly to assist them
against those who mean to come and annihilate them and their children, and
even those whom the Queen and her Government had set free from Sierra Leone
and other places. ' _ '

~ They have nothing to, send to Her Majesty, fer tliev-‘freqiient%Wars?, which
not only have destroyed their country, but all their property'and wealth also,
and they know that Her Majesty'did not require anything from them. ' ,

' However; the Basheruh sent one gong-gong, 0r war-d‘rum, two cushions;
and a cloth, as a specimen of some of the production of 'theiricountry, to Her
Majesty, scarcely worth anything, and he begs Her Majesty will please to accept
theoffer. ‘ ‘ * ‘ ' ‘ 1‘ " v

Wishing Her Majesty long life; a good health, peace and happiness; and a
long and prosperous reign, with the‘seféw lines yoiir'hu’m‘ble "servants ‘begtto'
conclude. ' ,

V ' We beg, &c. ' '
(Signed) ' THE ALAKE,_on KING OF ABBEOKUTA.

' " THE BASHERUN. ‘ ‘ ‘ ' " " ‘ ,

P.S.—-—In care of the British Consul of Lagos, B. Campbell, Esq.

 

. v . , No. 34.

Consul Camphell ta tILeAEdrl of :Clareizdon.——,(Recetvecl October, 9;)“

My Lerd,.' ’ ‘ : ' ' " " 7 " ' Layne, Septiember l',-1856.
' i I HAVE the honour to advise your Lordship, that lhave 'thisr' dey drawn
onlthe Lords Cornhiis’éiofiersdf’Htar Majesty’s 'Treasury for the sum’ of 225l.,lto
the order of Messrs. Hallet, Maude, and Ballet, being for the annuity of 1,000
dollars due to Kosokof ['11 the 3l§t December," 1855, elid payable under the
Treaty made with that Chief. 0' ,, H , t . M' ‘ ' “f IhaVe,&c.;”_

(Signed) ' B. CAMPBELL.
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No. 35.

The Earl of Clarendon to‘C‘onsul Cqmpbell.

My Lord, Foreign (Mice, October 14, 1856.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith an extract of a despatch which I have

received from Her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Rio qle Jeneiro,=X< reporting that

in'Ju1y'1ast a French vessel arrived at Bahia, with four Africans on board, form-

ing part of the crew, and that the master stated that being short of his comple-

ment on the coast of Africa, he had shipped four free blacks, Her Majesty’s Consul

at Lagos making no objection to such shipment ; and I have to desire that you

will inferm me Whether the master of the French vessel has made a correct

statement of the manner in which the four negroes in question came on board

his ship. ‘ -
, 1 am, &0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 36.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, ' Foreign (Dfice, October 20, 1856.

I HAVE referred to the Board of Trade your despatch of the 14th of

July, in Which you point out that commercial intercourse with Europeans might

be‘made the means of inducing the Felatah tribes to ahandon their slave-hunting'

and'predatory habits, and that Capital might be profitably employed in those

parts of ' the rivers Niger and Tshadda which, While afl'ording some security to

firpperty, are also within reach of the Felatah tribes and other nations of the

interim ofAfrica; and I have to acquaint you that the Board of Trade has taken

steps to bring the suggestions contained in your deepatch under the notice of

various associations and individuals connected with the African trade.

' I am, 8w.
(Signed): CLARENDON.

 

No; 37.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cqmpibell.

Sir, , Foreign (Mice, October 22, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatches of the 18th and 19th of August,

suggesting the adaption of measures of cOercion agaipSt the Chiefs bf Aghwey

and Little Popoe, ‘in consequence of their having allowed four cargoes of' slaves

to be shipped from their territories since November 1855, I transmit herewith,

for your information and guidance, a copy of a letter which has been addressed

by 'my direction to the Secretary of the Admiralty, requesting that Commodore

Adams may be instructed to c(mcert with you'the adoption of such measures as

you may jointly consider most advisable in order to make the Chiefs of AghWey

and Little Popoe answerable for having permitted their'Treaty engagements

towards Her Majesty’s Government to be violated by the several embarkations

' of slaves reported in your despatch of the 18th August.

' I am, 820.
(Signed) ~ CLARENDON.

 

’1 No. 169.
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Inelashre in No. 37.

The Earl of Shelburnerto the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, Foreign *Oflice, October 16. 1856.
I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you the a‘c‘eom-panying copies of two despatches from. Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’sCOnsull et‘

Lagos}? reporting that, since November 1855, several cargoes of slaves had beenshipped from the territories of the Chiefs of Little Popoe and of Aghwey, incontravention of the Treaties for the'suppression of the Slave Trade which wereconcluded by Commander Forbes, of Her Majesty's ship “Philomel,” With theChiefs of Little Popoe, on the 24th of January, 1852, and With the Chiefs ofAghwey on the 2nd of February, 1852’. '
I am to request that you Will lay the incl‘osed papers before the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, and that you’ will move their Lordships t6instruct Commodore Adams to confer with Mr. Campbell upon this subject,. and .to take such measures as they may consider most advisable, in order to makethe Chiefs of Aghwey and Little Popoa answerable far 1311} _ violation, in theirterritories, of the engagements by Which they were. bound to prevent theexpertation of” slaves; " '
I am, 8:0. _

(Signed) - SHELBURNE.’

 

No. 38.

Consul Campbell to'the Earl of Clarehdons—(Received November 8.)

My Lord, Lagos, October 1, 1856.
I REGRET having to report to your Lordship that Kesokp, th hashitherto observed his Treaty engagement with scwpulous fidelity, is, by repertsfrom various quarters which are entitled to credit, preparing to violate it. V
.It was always expected that he would render 'his. assistance, covertly oropenly, to the Dahomians, in their contemplated attack on Abbeokutaé, Which,

. at the earliest, cannot take place before January next ; but this sudden move on _his part has taken every one by surprise. His intentiOB appears to be toremove to the town ofAdu, within the territory of the King of Porto Neva,
who is himself tributary to Dahomey; and in his progress thither, to effect a
landing on Lagos, to devastate and destroy, and then proceed to‘his destination.‘ Immediately after concluding the Treaty with Captain Miller and myself,"his tradingvport at Palma was Vieited by traders for palm oil. Three substan-tial and respectable establishments have been. formed there, two belonging to;
anch houses, one to a Hamburgh house; and'the amountof business done at .Palma. nearly equals that at Lagos, from the expert duties on which Kosoka‘'must-derive a goodrrevenue. "He is also .a great tradenbut he wishes tocarry
intothis, teuhim, new legitimate trade, the same arbitrary and monopolizi‘;- policy that :he pursued with the Slave. Trade lat Lagos, that of insisting that all?aeargoes should ‘he delivered to him on credit, which he afterwards distributeti,
atmonopolizingprizes; this has been resisted; however, credit‘to a considerableamount has Ebeen given to him, but as he fails to pay his debtsflurther credithas been refused by the French houses. TheI-Iamburgh house, after resisting'his.importunities, have just at this timercredited him largely. 7' - , ’. Kosoko’s'position at Epé,.'the~.territory of the King of Jeboo,*exercisihg,- as?he does; despotic sway'there, 'musthe regarfled "by the King of that countrywith jealousyand‘ uneasiness ; and it daubtless requires iconsiderabie presentsfrom Kosoko "to areconcile the King of” Jaboo *to Kosoko’s imgem'um in imperio;Which,'however, does not-diminish‘the jealousy of‘the "inhabitants of that cogntryagainst Kosoko‘»’s ‘monopolizing' swayover their trading operations'with the‘faétorriesv at Palm . These considerations, with old recolleCtions of the SlaveiFrade, and-the ”influences of "that Trade from Whydah and the Dahomian term”;

'9‘ Nos. 31 ‘and’l32:~
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tiny, together With a restless disposition, and, for an African, an unusual but

ill-directed energy, have, doubtless, urged him to remove to a town Where he is

assured of a. good reception, and will be, as he supposes, beyond the reach of

English hostilities. ‘
Commodore Adams has just arrived with a reepeetable force, and he wilt.

doubtless, see to the security of Lagos being meintained against [Kosoko’s

contemplated attacks. . ‘
' I have, 8w.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 39.

Consul Campbeli to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 9.)

My Lord, Lagos, November 4, 1856;

SINCE I forwarded my last despateh dated Oqtober 1, Kosoko has made

no movement, his' intentions having been paralyzed by the presence of the

steamer “Mink” in the river, and a steam—sloop at anchor in the roadstead.’ It ~

is'prohable he will remain quiet until the rivers running from the interior into

the lagoons become fordable, when the Dahomiang; will be enabled to move

towards Abbeokuta, should they not, in the meantime, be deterred by the strong

letter of remonstrance sent to the King by Commodore Adams.

It is the impression of persons here, of great experience, whose opinions are

entitled to some weight, that Kosoko has been ihcited to attack Lagos by

persons resident in the town. Hisvmovements are clpsely watched by the Chiefh

of Abbeokuta, who appear to entertain a. greater dread of Kosoko’s machinations '

than of any attack from the Dahomians; a long-qonceived plan of, Kosoko’s

being, to occupy the town and country of Ottah, so as to cut off the communi-

cation between Abbeokuta and Lagos; but steps 'h ve been taken to prevent

this, by pointing out to the Chiefs of Ottah how much better it is for them to
he on friendly terms with their twoypowerful neighbours, Abbeokuta and Lagos;

and they have sent messengers to the Kings and Chiefs ‘of both towns, assuring

them of their fidelity. ‘ n
_ y ' i have, &c. ,

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 40., ,

_ ' Consul Campbezz-to the Earl of Clarendow.—(Ret¢ivéd January 8,1857.) ‘

My Lord, ‘ i . ‘ H v Lagos, December 4, 18563, ,

' I HAD the honour to renei've youf Lordship’s despatéh- dated thel4th

of October =last,-'transmitting extract of a; despatch 'I‘ec’eived- by your‘L'ordsh’ija
from Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'aires’ i’et Rio Janeiro, reporting‘that ya Ffe‘nch
Vessel- had arrived 'at" Bahia with‘fou‘r Afriéans ‘pn 'boardj-‘fbrm-ing-i part 36f”

the crew, shipped withinthe’jurisdic‘tinn Of this. 'Céne‘ulfité’with'my sanctionyain'd ‘
requesting me to communicate to your' LordSh’i' Whether the ’Inastbfi-df the

Fré‘nch‘ves'sel‘had made a ‘cOrrect statement 6f 13 e manner'iih Which the four

negroes in question came on board his- ship; ' ‘ '_
I have to report’to your Lordsh'p, that the statement of M. Bowyef,

the master ofithe French vessel; “La Jeune Elise,” alluded to, is perfectly"

correct.. ‘ 1 , ' ' ' ,

The ‘vessel belongs to the heuse of Regis and Co.,of MhrseflIeS; and“ is
usually employed in voyages between their establishments on the coast and

Bahia, bringing cargoes of'.,roll tobaccoyand aguafrdiente from that port for they
supply-df the'establishmentsa. V ' V -- ‘ , ,-

On his, last voyage to Bahia, M. Bowyer called at this Consulate 'and
informedvme that, in'consequence of the death of some of his crew, and others
heing'obliged to rethrntb France “on aecount of ill-health, he- had been‘ obliged
to embark four kroomen on board “ La Jeune Elise’? as “'matelots auxiliaires,_,"-i.tb
enable himrto proceed on hi'svoyage t0 Bahia, and he req‘uestedflme t0 fliriiiéh
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him with a passport or permission to embark these four men. From the high
commercial standing of the firm of Regis and Co., and the general respectability
of the numerous agents they employ, I did net hesitate to comply with
M. Bowyer’s request, being well aware that a number of that useful tribe of
African vlabqurere, kroomelk‘xaare employed at :the different establishments of
Messrs. Regis.

M. Bowyer waited on me a few days 'since and complained of the trouble
the authorities at Bahia had given him on, account of these four krugmen, whom‘
on his return voyage to. the: Coast, he had landed, at their earnest requeég-

' at Beribee, on the Kroc Coast, their native plaeeyas he had re-formed a crew for
“ La, Jeune Elise” with some. Belgianflseamen, whqse vessel had. been condemned
at Bahia. 'I have not the slightestdoubt of the truth 0f M. ' Bowyer’s State-
ment. . . , , . V .

I mast inform your Lordship,.that a,_ Hamburghvesse’l, and, until lately, an
English vesSel, the ‘5 Coquette,” of Liverpooh have made frequent voyages. t0
Bahia from this; and that, in consequence of the casualties. to, seamen so frequent
on the coast, they have, when occasion. necessitated it, made up the complement
of their crews with natives of Africa, and that I never heard of the masters ,of
thesevessels having met with any difficulty,_inv consequence of having African
seamen on board thesevvess'els, from the authorities at Bahia.

- I have, &c. . .. .
(Signed). B, CAMPBELL.

 

No. 4.1.

The Earl of Claiefidon to Cbnsul Campbell."

Sir , Foreign OficeyJanuary 22, 1857.
" I HAVE received your despatch of the, 4th 'of December last, stating

the circumstances under which you; furnished {the Captain of the :‘French
ship. “ La. Jeune Elise” with a passport or permission to embark four kroomen
on board-his vessel, on 3 Voyage to Bahia; and I have to acquaint you that the
explanations furnished by you with regard to this matter are satisfactory,

' am, &c. ' V
- (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No.42. ‘

The Earl of Clarendon :5 Com! campbeu.’ V

Fbrez'gn Ofice; Januery 22, 1857.
. WITH réfetéhcetoyour despatch of the 24th of June last, I have

to acquaint yogi that I recpmmended to the favourable consideration of the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the; suggestions contained in that
ldespetch; pointing out the advantages that might be derived from employing, for
serweein the Bight of Benin and. its lagoons,ateam-Yessels of .lightdraught'; .
and Ifha-ve to aequaint-you that the Lords. of the Admiralty have informeci me
that they have ordered the “Drake,” a vessel of lightdraflghtand of 40 horse-
power, to be appropriated for that service. , 1 S ' ‘

. Sir,

Iam,&c. . '
. (Signed): ‘ CLARENDON.

 

N0; 43.

'C'ons'ul ogmpbegu .to the. Earl: of Ulqrmdonw—emueited Fewmi.1 .).;

My Lord, _ , , . V ., ' Lagesg January 5,1857.
I HAVE the honourto transmit herewithngy‘report of thetrade of the

Bight of Benin for the year 1856.
' The whole of the ports in the Bight of Benin being under the rule of

CLASS B.
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uncivilised native Powers, and having, except at Lagos, no regulations by which
the amount of produce exported from them can be ascertained, my estimate of
the amount of exports from all other ports except Lagos must only be regarded
.as approximative; but I feel certain, after having extended my inquiries, that
While I have, in the instance of Badagry, somewhat exceeded the actual quantity
of palm oil shipped, my estimates of the quantitiee of oil shipped from the other
ports to the westward must be considerably within the mark, as I have now been
furnished with the names of twenty-one vessels, in the aggregate of 6,500 tons,
fi‘omthe single port of Bristol, which annually load almost wholly in the Bight
of Benin; some four or five vessels from the port of London, of the average of
300 tons each, are alsousually chartered for the Bortuguese traders at Whydah,
Porto Novo, 810;, to load with palm oil for andon, the proceeds, of Which
cargoes are doubtless converted into Manchester and Glasgow fabrics, without
which no foreigners can carry on the trade in palin oil. It further appears that
some small vessels under Dutch, and, latterly, some under Spanish colours,
have loaded cargoes for their respective countriee, and one vessel under Sardi-
nian colours, of about 150 tons, has lately laden a cargo of palm oil, ivory, and
some cotton as a. sample, for Genoa. '

In my anxiety to avoid exaggeration, I finq I, have under-estimated the
total quantity of palm oil exported to all parts frpm the Bight of Benin, Which
is this. year little, if at all, short of 20,000 tons.

As the resourcesof the country are developed it is found that there are
several oleaginousgrains and matters from which good marketable oil can be
extracted, samples of which are being sent to England and elsewhere; but the
article of great interest and importance Which is now attracting some attention, .
is cotton. The whole of the Yoruba and other countries, south of the Niger,
with the Houssa and Nufl'ee countries on the north side of that river, have been,
from all time, ootton-growing countries, and notwithstanding. the civil wars,"
ravages, disorders, and disruptions caused by the Slave Trade, more than sufl‘i-
cient Cotton to clothe their populations has always been cultivated, and their,
fabrics have found markets and a ready sale in thoee countries where the Cotton- '
plant is not cultivated, and into which the th-briceof aManches‘te‘r and Glasgow

. have not yet penetrated. The cultivation of cotton, therefore, in the above;
named countries: is not new to the inhabitants; all that .is required‘ is, to:ofl'er
them a market for the sale of as much as they can Cultivate, and, by preventing
theexport-of slaves from the seaboard, render seme security to life, freedom,’

Property, and labour- 0
The quantity of cottonexported‘ from Lagos during the year past is only a

portion of that cultivated by some of the leading Chiefs of the ‘town‘of Abbeo-
kuta who possess a few cleaning gins, and is but a. fractiOnal‘ part of the quantity.
cultivated around the town of Abbeokuta. That grownthroughoutYoruba, and;
the other countries bounded by the Niger, must be» considerable, as not only
their populations (at least 1,500,000) are clothed with their town cotton fabrics.
butthe quantities: of these exported to other counties are considerable.

There appears, from the best" information I have obtained, to be exported
during the last, year from the different ports on the coast to the Brazils :—"

lbs.

 

 

200,000 cotton cloths of native manufacture,each containing, .
on an average, 231,- lbs. weight of cotton,which will give 500,000:

200,000 it is estimatedare sold into adjacent countries, \as
far as the Bonny‘and New Calabar eastward, and, the
Mahee and Borgoo countries westward. These are of
a- coarser and heavier description, to suit the tastes of
the natives of those countries, and contain, at least,
3% lbs. Weight of cotton each . . . . . . 700,000 .

And fer clothing 1,500,000 of population, the weight of "
4,1bs. of cotton each will not be an overestimate of the
quantityrequiredgas, woollen manufacturesare unknown ,
in thesecountries . . . . . . ‘. . 65000900

Total I o' , o n O. o 0:- 7,200,000

It may, therefore, be fairly estimated that the cultivation. of cotter: in
Yoruba and the adjoining States is equal to 7,200,0001bs. Whenever the
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cotton fabrics of Manchester and Glasgow are introduced; ‘by Way of the Niger,
to the upper parts of the Yoruba and adjoining countries, the natives of those
countries will find it cheaper and more advantageous to sell their cotton, and
clothe themselves With the lighter, but infinitely cheaper, eloths of Manchester
and Glasgow ;, and in order to obtain the many (to them) new and'useful articles
which English commerce will, ‘for the first time, introduce to them, they will be.
induced to extend the cultiVation of cotton, and the search after those natural
productions of the country which they did not before know possessed a value.

If it were attempted to introduce the cultivation of coffee among the people
of the interior, great difficulty wouldbe met with. . It would be to them a new.
thing, and the objection, universal with Africans, would be started, that their
fathers before them never cultivated coffee. But the greatest obstaCIe to the
cultivation of that berry would be, that, it requires care, attention, and intelli-
genCe, and the native would have to wait three, four, and five years before he
obtained any return for his labour. Possessing no capital but his 'own labour
and that of his slaves, he will always prefer cultivating that which Will give him I
a speedy return for his labour. We can, therefore, only look to cotton as an
agricultural marketable production to- he obtained from the interior. 4 v

In all the alluvial delta Countries bordering On the long line of lagoons
which run for so many miles close to the seashore, the cultivation of the ground»
nut might advantageously be encouraged, the-soil being most favourably adapted
for it, and the tranquil surface of the lagoons and creeks ofi'ering so easy and
cheap a means of transport. The great obstacle to be encountered by the
merchants in the shipment of ground-nuts will be the surf on the beach, but means
could be found to' overcome this, as cargoes of these nuts are now, being shipped
‘from places on the Gold Coast, on the shores of Which the surf breaks heavily.
The great obstacle to be met with by the cultivators, is the alarm and insecurity
frequently occasioned by the threatened hostile movements of the old Slave
Trade miscreant monarchs of these parts, the King of Dahomey and Kosoko,
who, encouraged by the old slaVe-dealers remaining on the coast, (10 not abandon
the hope of having the Slave Trade ‘reVived. ‘ - , v 7 ' ' .

The importation of B 'tish cotton manufactures in this part of Africa. has,
as yet, been' to an extent 'belowthe wants of cOmmerce, yet . their effect in
supplanting the use of the native fabrics among the populationof Abbeokuta is
already felt by the. numerous Weavers in that large town, who begin to find that
the primitive looms and shuttles used by them—the same as their forefathers
brought- With them from Egypt many ages since, time having wrought no
change, 'no improvement in a people shut out from all intercourse with other
peoples who' have made gradual, and some rapid, advances in civilization, and
who, until lately, never looked upon the face of the white man—cannot compete
With the leviathan power of steam and the ingenious inventions of Europeans;
Many Years will, therefore, not elapse ere the natives Will find it more advan-
tageOu's to sell their Cotton to the White man, receiving a portion of it back for
theirown wants in a better, and very'much cheaper, manufactured state.

. ' _ I have, &c.
’ (Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

‘Inclosure in No. 43.

Report on the Trade of itheflBight of Beninfor the yearlSSG.

THE ' greatrsta‘ple of the commerce of the Bightwofv Benin isnow palm oil; '
'ivary’ijs ,thevnext article in value exported; and cotton,,whichl is now being
extensively cultivated .around'Ahheokuta, .forms the third; _Th'ere' have been
Witedfi'flmlnagcs, during/the year ending Deeember 731,- 18.56," the fellowing
quantities of the: abnve commodities :-e .
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Average Value
in Europe

during the Year
' ’ 11856.

_ ‘ £
Palm oil . . . .. 3,884 tons ‘451. per. ton 174,780

Ivory .. .Q .. 16,057 lbs. 4.9.“ per lb. 3211

Cotton . a . . 33,491 lbs. 6d? per 1b. 837

' £178,828   
 

. Remarks.

In consequence of the dearth of shipping, and the tempestuous weather
which has prevailed- during so many months of the lest year, rendering it imprac-
ticable to ship palm oil by the packets. during their short stay off Lagos, about
800 tons of palm oil,_ :of the purchase of 1856, tremain to be shipped. The
above quantity of ivory, on Which duty has been paid, by no meanslcorrectly
represents the quantity exported from Lagos, it being notorious that more than
one-haif thequantity eXported is smuggled on boarc'i the ships in the roadstead,
to avoid the duty. ' * . L

' The readiness with which the inhabitants of the large town of Abbeok‘ute
have extended their cultivation of the cOtton-plant, merits the favourable notice
of the'manufacturer, of the philanthmpist, and, as a means of .supplanting the
Slave Trade, by its turning the attention of the native to the value of the soil
andof human'labour, of‘ Her Majesty’s Government? The same difficfilty which
attended its first cultivation in the United States; some seventy years since, is
now experienced by the Abbeokutan cultivators—the wantof maehines to clean
it; separate the seedffrom the fibre. In consequence of this difficulty, but a very
small proportion of the cotton cultivated around gAbbeokuta has as yet been,
prepared for shipment. - , . v I

The quantities 'of' palm oil shipped from other ports in the Bight of ' Benin
during the year 1856, are, as nearly as can be ascertained_,_ as follows :—

 

 

 

Average Value ,
. ‘in England

during the Year.

' V Tons. ‘ £
From the Benin River '.‘. . . .. ‘ ' . . 2,500 ‘ 112,500

From Palma and its neighbourhood . . l. . . . ‘ 2,250 ‘ 10i,250

From'Badagl-y . i .. .. ‘ .. .. . .‘ 1,250 96,250

From Porto Nova and other ports between Badagry and Whydah 4,000 180,000

From Whydah . .. .. .. .. 2,500 1:2,500

From Aghwey and neighbouring ports . .' . . . . 1,500 67.500

From various ports to the United States . . . . . . 300 13,500

Total (including Lagos, 178,828l.) Q. . . £862,328  
 

The above trade is carried on under the English, Hamburgh, French,
Sardinian, 'and Portuguese flags, and,‘ to a small extent, under the American
flag. The trade of the Benin river is wholly English; that at Palma is almost
solely carried on under the French and Hamburgh flags; that at Lagos, under
English, Hamburgh, French, Sardinian, and a, small quantity under the flag of
Portugal. The trade of the remainder of the Bight of Benin is carried on
principally under the English, French, and Hamburgh flags; those of Holland,
Sardinia, aniPortugal, enjoying a small portion.
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The European manufactures employed in this commerce, under all flags,are, principally, the cotton fabrics of Manchester and Glasgow; the hardware of
Birmingham and other towns; gunpowder, earthenware, silks, with velvet—both
silk and cotton,—coral, and a small quantity of beads, of Venetian and Bohemian
manufacture. At Lagos, Palma, and Whydah, it is necessary to' import the
cowrie-shell, ' it being the. currency of the country; and the inferior quality
obtained at Zanzibar, which is, however, only current in the Yoruba and Daho-
mian countries, is imported, by the French and Hamburgh houses, to the extent
of about 2,500 tons annually.' A ‘ ,

From Bahia, in the Brazils, are imported large quantities of roll—tobacco
and aguardiente, principally in vessels under the flags of Sardinia. and Portugal,the flag of Brazil being now rarely or never seen on this coast. Most of the
Sardinian, land the larger class of Portuguese vessels employed in this trade,after disgo‘sing ‘of their outward cargoes, load palm oil for. Europe, and 'forEngland’principally ; the smaller class of Portuguese vessels usually return to
Bahia ballasted with palm oil, and carrying some of the coarse native-manufac-tured cloths of the Yoruba and Houssa countries, which meet a ready sale amongthe Africans throughout the Brazils, on" account of their durability, and probably,also, on account of imparting reminiscences of their formervhomes and Country.' The French and Hamburgh houses having establishments at Whydah and
Lagos, employ small vessels of their own ‘to make the voyage from the coast toBrazil, and to bring them supplies of tobacco and aguardiente. ‘ It is diflicult toascertain the exaot quantities of these two commodities sold in the Bight ofBenin, as the Sardinian and Portuguese vessels laden with themiusually strike. the coast at the most windward or western fort on the Gold Coast, and then
proceed eastward‘as far as Lagos; but it has been estimated that at least 35,000
rolls of tobacco, and 2,000 pipes of aguardiente, have been imported this year;the value (if the fermer‘ being $ix dollars the roll, and of the latter seventy dollarsthe pipe. "Roll tobacco was farmerly, and still is, the‘principal medium ofpayment for slaves; a large quantity is carried‘into the interior, and the ivory,now finding its way to the sea-coast, is mostly: purchased with that article. i. This important legitimate trade in the Bight of Benin is, comparatively, ofmodern date. Twenty years since it was a fact,.established by respectable testi—mony in‘the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, that there was not onepuncheon of palm oil shipped in' the year in the Bight of' Benin. Fifteen yearssince, the late Mr. Thomas Hutton, after incurring a. loss of 800l. for demurrage,
obtained about thirty tons’ "of palm oil fi'om Whydah, the powerful influence of
the lateCha—cha, and other extensive slave-traders, having been used to obtainthisquantity, in order to pay for Mr. Hutton’s cargo (rum), which they greatly _needed at. the time. About the same time, small Liverpool tradinggvessels
entered the Benin river; and, ;after considerable detention and great. efforts,-obtained‘partial cargOes of oil, filling up with, gum—copal‘ and‘other commodities;
and. twelve , years since, the ,Hamburgh house, engaged in the Lagos trade, hadgreat diflieulty .in'lobtaining sufficient palm oil to ballast the small veSsels theythen employed. . , ' ; ' t . ' y = l . . 7x .,, The rapid development of the legitimate ‘ commercial resources 7of thisV'p'artOf Africa,“ demonstrates the enormous wrong done by the Slave Trade ”in ‘
staying, for so many years, the great natural resources Of the country; and;tearing away, by Violence and fraud, its inhabitants,‘,to cultivate, under the
pressure of‘ the lash in foreign lands, those very productiOns Whieh‘the'climateand soil of his own country are equally capable .of producing, by that natural
incentive to labour, the prospect of reaping and enjoying its fruits. ‘4 ' , . ‘ (Signed) :B. CAMPBELL, Consul;

 

, The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell. 0

(Emma) : ‘ ' y - 1" Foreign Office, March 9,1857“
- ‘ I HAVE received your despatch of the 5th of . January, transmittingereport updn. thetrade of the Bight of Benin for the year 1856. ‘I have to

Inform ' youthat I have perused the contents of that report with great interest
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and satisfaction, and I have to desire that after careful consideration ‘on the
subject, you win inform me whether there are any means which Her Majesty’s
Government could adopt in order to stimulate or assist the cultivation of cotton
in the countries lying to the north and south of the Niger. ' ‘

The deficiency in that most important article 9f manufacture and commerce
new engages the anxious attention of Her Majesty’s Government, and it would
be a signal benefit to this country if a steady and increasing supply of cotton
could be reckoned upon frbm Africa. If the matter is left solely in the hands
of the natives, it is to be feared that the productive powers of the soil will be
too slowly developed to satisfy the wants and impatience of the British manu-
facturer; but, on the other hand, it is possible that foreign interference might
be resented by the native planter, and not lead to the desired result.

The native planters might, however, not be indisposed to receive instruc—
tions founded on experience as to the best modes qf cultivating the plant, and a
spirit of competition might be eXcited among theni by the offer of prizes to the“
most successfuleultivator. _

I have also to observe that cotton seed, cotton gins, and agricultural imple.
ments might be supplied at cost price, for Which payment might be made by
instalments. In short, Her Majesty’s Government are prepared to use their
utmost efforts, and to incur experimentally a reasonable expense in order to
turn to account the favourable state of things which you have described, and the
disposition which appears to exist on the part of the natives to substitute
productive labour for the detestable Traffic in Slaves, upon which they have
hitherto depended for the acquisition of wealth. '

But Her Majesty’s Government would hesitate to embark in any such
undertaking, unless they felt some security that they were taking steps in a right
direction, and I have accordingly to desire that you will not only give your own best
attention to the subject, but that you will consult the persons upon whose
judgment or experience in such matters you can place reliance, and you will
repeat the result with the least possible delay. ‘ ' ' - '

In all future returns of the exports‘of the Bight of Benin, you will supply
those ‘ofthe preceding year, in order that a compar‘ison maygbe'instituted.

 

No. 45.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received March 14.)

(Extract) ' LagOs, February 2, 1857.

AT the request of the mercantile agents trading in the Benin river, I
visited that riVer in Her Majesty’s ‘steam-vessel “ Bloodhound ” after the
departure of the 'last packet for England, ' '

I found matters in a better state of peace and security than on my visit in
March last year. The appearance of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “Bloodhound”
at such a distance from the sea,_ on my last visit, had the effect of keeping the
trOublesome Ejoemen quiet for some months, until during the height of the

' rainy season, when they ventured in great force to within sight of the English
factories and committed great depredations, capturing several canoes With
cargoes of palm oil, making captives Of their crews. ‘ Upon being informed of this
circumstance, I requested the eenipr ‘ofiicer of the Bights diVi'sion to send Her
Majesty’s steam-vessel. “ Minx,” thebnly Suitable vessel then at his disposal, to
the protectioniof thefactories in the Benin river. ' This veSsel’s“ presence fer
some days anchOred‘ off the factories had the desired effect of dispersing the '
piratieal’ Ejoemen to their towns and villages near to the Niger. ,. a '

I, at the same time, strongly recommended to the agents that the native
trading canoes should proceed to the oil markets, in company and well armed
for mutual protection. This advice has been followed; the Ejoemen finding they
could not cope with the trading canoes when thus proceeding to and returning
from the markets, have made overtures of peace through a Chief, a leading
member of their tribe, unconnected with these outrages, and on fi-iend] terms
with the Benin traders. The agents expressed a wish for, me to procee to th’E
residenée of this Chief, with the object of encouraging him to bring matters to a
speedy termination. As the proposal for peace came from the Ejoemen them-
selves, I thought it better not to interfere, as these matters are settled more
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securely and binding by the natives among themselves, through the observance
of superstitious rites, of which they wish us to be in ignorance.

Whenever an active trade is established in the Niger, the Benin river will ~
become of importance as the best entrance .by which to reach the Niger and the
Tshadda. There is no great depth of water on the bar ; at spring tides there is
fifteen feet: it is a comparatively safe bar, being broadin extent, the set of the
currents well known, and not dangerously strong, and it is only in very bad
weather that, the bar breaks. On my visit in Her Majesty’s steami-vessel “ Blood-
hound” in March last, when the waters of the lagoons and 0f the Niger were.
at the lowest, we carried ample depth at a draught of, nine feet to within a
short distance of Aboo, 1.00 miles from the mouth of the Nun river.

I embarked on board Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Bloodhound ” on the 9th
of January, disembarking on the 17th.

 

. No. 46.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receiized Maréh'iléi.) ’

(Extract) , _ Lagos, February 4, 1857.
I HAVE heard, for several months past, of but two reports of successful

einbarkatiOns ofSlaves from'the Eight 'of Benin, which I fear have some founda-
tion in truth: one from Appi Vista. (Kootenoo of the natives), the same point
from which the ‘f Chatsworth ” was to embark her cargo, and on which she was
driven on shore by‘Her Majesty’s st’eam-ship ‘I‘Hecate g” the other, at Jaboo
Vista, about ten miles below Palma, :at which place M. Lamaignére ,(Do‘n Luis)
has an establishment in co-partnership with Senhor Jambo. , ‘

The native traders in the Benin river speak positively of this last. embarke-
tion having taken place at any rate in theneighbourhood of Jaboo Vista. ,

Both these embarkations it is stated were made on board vessels under the
flag of Portugal. ’ , , , - _

The American barque “ Hermitage,” the property of Mr. J. A. Machado, of
New York, is again in the Bight of Benin, with a very suspicious looking
schooner, as a tender, called the “ Gambril.” The protection afforded to these
vessels by the American flag is not parted With until the moment of embarking
the slaves, and not always then, When the embarkation is made on board such a
vessel as the “ Hermitage,” which is a barque of apparently from 350 to 400
tons. ' ' . v ' ‘

 

.No. 47.

TheEarl 'of Clarendon to Consul Cainpb'ell. , _

, , u , ‘ Foreign bfice, Main}: 19, 1857.
I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings on the Occasion

of your late visit to the Benin river in Her Majesty’s ship “ Bloodhound,” as
- reported by you in‘your‘despateh ‘of the 2nd ultimo. - 1 '

Sir,

V .I am, 810.
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.
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No. 48.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, April 15, 1856.
I, HAVE referred to the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade

the Code of Bye-laws for the regulation of trade in the Cameroons, which
accompanied your despatch of the 31st of January;* and I transmit here-
with, for your information, a copy of the answer which I have received from
that office, stating that under the peculiar circumstances of the case, the Board
of Trade is of opinion that the regulations in question may be sanctioned by
Her Majesty’s Government.

. I have, however, to state to you, with reference to the 2nd Article of those
Regulations, by which it is proposed that a piece of ground shall be purchased
for the erection of a Court—house, that Her Majesty’s Government cannot
undertake to guarantee the immunity and undisturbed possession of the piece of
ground and building in question. I am, &c. y

' ' ‘ . (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 49..

Consul Hutchineon to. the Earl of Clarendonfl—(Received May 5.)
MY Lord, ' . , ' Fernando Po, March 24, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
of the 5th ofJamuarynL instructing me to inform ex-Kipg Pepple that, if he should
quit‘A‘s‘censibn, Her“Majesty’s Government recommends that‘he should remain
quietly in any part of Africa where he can be in safety. ' '

I shall take the first opportunity toacquaint him w1th the, as well as to
impress upon him distinctly, that Her Majesty’sflqverhment cannot sanction his
proceeding to England; and that, if he permstsm 1t, ,‘hlS passage. thlther, as well
as the maintenance of his, family, must behentireglzy lneurred at 1118 own expense.

" ' ' ' I ave, c. ,
, _ (Signed) - , THQS J.. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 50.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Received May 5.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, March 24, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to’acknowiedge-vthe receipt of.your Lordship’s despatch
of January 15,1 instructing me to pay King Amacree, of New Calabar, the value
of the third and last annual present due to him in silver dollars.

There are no aceounts in the archives of this Consulate of the quantity paid
~ to him, on two former occasions, of powder, guns, and flints, nor can I ascertain
how much was the original amount by any records in the office here.

. "" Class B, preselited 1856, No. 66.
'f' Ibid., N0. 61. ’ » :1: Ibid.’, No. 62.
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I therefore await your Lordship’s further instructions on the matter, and
beg to state, meantime, that it will not be possible for me to pay him in silver
dollars unless your Lordship orders the money to be forwarded to my care, as a
sum of 500 dollars in cash is not possessed by any resident in Fernando Po.

I have, &c. '
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 51.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Olarendon.-—(Received May 5.)

My Lord. ' Fernando Po, March 24, 1856. "
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lo‘rdship’s

despatch of January 303* transmitting, 'for my information, copy of a despatch
from Lord Howden, with its inclosure from General Zavala, as well as copies of
your Lordship’s despatches to Lord Howden and the Admiralty, on the subject-
of the Spanish Government’s intention tobring thirty or forty African lads from
Fernando P0 to be educated in a seminary at Aranjuez.

 

I have, 8m.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

No. 52.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received May 5.)

,My Lord, 5 ‘ v _ Fm’nahdo Po, March 24, 1856;
. I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a letter I have

this day deemed it my duty to write to the Commodore of the West African
Squadron. ’ , , .

. . .I have, 850. ' . ., .
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.
 

Ihelosure in No. 52.

Consdl Hutchinson to Commodore Adams;

Sir, V . , Fernando Po, March 24, 1856.
I HAVE to inform you that a man, named Jamsee, arrived at Bassapoo, in

this colony, a few days past, having come in a canoe from Princes Island. He
reports himself to be one'of four who escaped fromjhat island'in two canoes,
"another of Whom, a woman, who was With him, died of hunger on the passage.

On examining him through an interpreter, he stated, that onlyka month
‘past, he was purchased; With about forty others, by Mr. De Silva, of Princes
Island, at Sangatang’a, to the southward of GabOOn. He further informed me
that he has known three cargoes of a like amount of slaves, having been bought
lately by the same party from and tothe before-mentidned localities.

: _, . I have,’&c. ' “
, . (Signed) , THOS. .J- HUTCHINSON.

 

No.53.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson. ‘

Sir, , Foreign Ofice, May 17, 1856;
I HAVE received your despatch of the 24th March,’r and I have, in

reply to informyou that Her Majesty’s Government have decided that eX-King
Pepple shall be permitted to reside at SierragLeone ; and that the Lords of the

* Class B, presented 1856, No; 64. 1‘ N0. 49-
CLASS B.
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Admiralty have been requested to instruct Commodore Adams to provide Peppte
and his family with a passage fi'om Ascension to that Colony on board of a ship
of war. ' » ' ' .

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 54.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul, Hutchinson.

Sir, .- .. »_ , Foreign Oflce, May 17,‘ 1856.

I. HAVE received your despatch of the 24th March,* and I have in
reply to inform you that I approve the letter which you addressed on that day to
Commodore Adams, reporting to him the information} which you had received
respectingSIave Trade carried on from Sangatanga tOIPrinces Island- .

am, &c.
(Signed; CLARENDON.
 

No. 55.

Mr. Hammond to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, .. Foreign Ofi'ce, June 19, 1856.

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acquaint you that, in
consequenee of the representation contained in your despatch of the 24th of
March 1ast,‘r.a,s to the impossibility of obtaining at Fernando Po a sufficient
quantity‘of silver dollars to enable you to pay-to King Amacree the sum of
1,000 dollars, the amount of the last annual prese‘ht due to him from Her
Majesty’s Government, his Lordship requested the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majesty7s Treasury to remit to you the amountin question in specie ; and I am
"now to inform you that the sum of 1,000 silver dollars will be shipped and
consigned to you by the African mail steam-packet which is appointed to leave
Plymouth with the mails of the 24th instant. I am tp desire that you will send
to his Lordship a receipt for the dollars, in order that the claim for freight may
be ‘settled in this country. , '

I em, &c.
(Signed) ' E. HAMMOND. '

 

No. 56. V

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 26.) .

MY Lord, I - ' Fernando Po, April 30, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, Additional Articles to the

Commercial Treaties of the 3rd October, 1850, and 3rd January, 1854, at
Bonny, which I sanctioned at the request of the superpargoes in the river.

Your Lordship will observe that they refer chiefly to the proper arrange-
ment of ships in the mooring ground, so as to avoid as much as possible the
communication of fire from one ship to another, which in the present arrange-
ment is scarcely avoidable.

I trust your Lordship will approve of the plan for expending the fines in
matters of local improvement.

‘ ‘ I have, 820.
(Signed) THOS. J . HUTCHINSON.

 

# No. 52. +. No. 50.
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Inclosure in No. 56.

Additional Articles to the Commercial Treaties concluded at Bonny on October 3,
1850, and January 3, 1854. , - .,

A CONFERENCE of the Court of Equity was held this day on heard the
ship “ Princess Royal.” ' '_ ,

Present :

Thomas Joseph Hutchinson, Esquire, Her Britanhic vMajesty7s Consul for
the Bight of Biafra; ' ‘

Lieutenant Williams, commanding Her Majesty’s steam-yessel “ Blood-hound ;” ‘
And the Chairman and members of the Court.

It was agreed to unanimously that the following Articles be appended tothe Bonny Commercial Treaties of the 3rd October, 1850, and the 3rd January;1854. A .
ARTICLE» I. .

That the Treaties before-mentioned be hereby ratified and confirmed.

ARTICLE II.

That, for the more effectual carrying out the laws and regulations of theEquity Court, these Treaties shall be considered as binding on those supercargoesWho were not in the river at the time of their enactment as on those Who made Lthem ; and that all native-traders be impressed with the necessity of respectingthem so long'as they constitute the law; , , ' ’ ‘

ARTICLE III.

[That any‘native refusing to pay a fine that shall be inflicted by the Courtbe stopped from‘going on board'any ship in .the river either for trade or anyother purpose, and any supercargo refusing to pay a. fine shall be denied theprivileges of the Equity Court. ' .

ARTICLE. I‘V.‘ ‘

That in the event of any native trader attempting to evade the penalty ofthe Court by non—appearance or otherwise, and noticeo'f such defaulter being’sent to all the masters, traders, ,or supercargoes, in: the river, such masters,traders, or supercargoes are‘hereby bound, under the penalty of lOOV‘crews, toforbid such defaulter coming to their vessels for trade, or under any pretencewhatever, and, if necessary, the final settlement to: await the arrival of HerBritannic Majesty’s Consul. . v

ARTICLE'VV.
That the Chairman of the Conrt of Equity, for the time being, take uponhimself to be harbour-master, and carry out the following regulations for theproper mooring of ships in the river in order to' prevent the communication offire from one ship to another. ' '

ARTICLE VI.

That no ship-master attempt to moor his ship without first having instruc-tions from the harbour-master; ,

ARTICLE ‘ VII.

That no ship shall he moored in the haWse or Wake of another eXcept atthe distance of,.at least; 200 fathoms. '
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ARTICLE VIII.

That no ship shall be allowed to moor so as to be nearer than seventy-five

fathoms fi'om any ship already moored in the harbour.

ARTICLE IX.

That every ship lying moored in the harbour shall have a spare anchor

hanging to the eat-head, and cable attached ready for use in case of aceldent.

ARTICLE X.

That every ship have her moorings ready fon' slipping at the shortest
possible notice.

ARTICLE XI.

That if it be found the master of the ship lest arrived shall have his
vessel moored nearer to the ships in the river than the distances above prescribed,

he shall be obliged to have his anchor raised and his ship properly placed ; and
that in case of his non-compliance the harbonr-mastex“ summon him before the

Equity Court, to whom a power is given of inflicting on him a penalty not
exceeding 10L .

ARTICLE XII.

That the harbour-master be required to furnish the sailing-master of each
ship coming in the river with a. copy of the above Regulations.

Given under our hands, on board the “Princess Royal,” laying in the
Bonny River, this 7th day of April, 1856. .

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, Her Britannic‘Majesty’s
' Consul for the Bight of Biafra and the Island of

Fernando Po. . _ v
G. B. WILLIAMS, Lieutenqnt-Commander, H.318.

“ Bloodhound.”
JAMES FINIGIR, Chairman.

CHAS. CAINE.
THUS; F. STOWE.
J. W. BIRKETT.

’ B. CAHILL.
J . WHITE.
F. GRANT.
W. H. L. CORRAN.

 

Additional Articles.

_ ARTICLE XIII.

That the present Chairman of the Court of Equity be requested to see all
these regulations carried out before his period of holding oflice expires.

ARTICLE XIV. ‘ ’

That half the fines levied as penalties by the Equity Court be handed over
to the Regents at Bonny, with the :comeys, for the public funds of the country,
and the other half be expended in clearing ground on the beach for cask-houses,
or any other work of local improvement ' ‘ -

 



AFRICA. (Oonsular)—Bight of mafia. - 45

1N0. 57.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Olarendon.——(Rcceived June 26.)

My Lord, Fernandd Po, April 30, 1856.
DURING my stay in Bonny a complaint was made to me by Mr. Cahill,

a. supercargo, of sails having been stolen from his boat, onthe shores at Bonny,and'by Mr. Caine, another supercargo, of Manilla Pepple,’ one'of the Regents,having one day drawn a knife at him, when he was demanding the payment ofhis debt. I deemed it my duty to summon a meeting at the Head Regent’shouse, to investigate these matters, all the supercargoes being present. , t
I was very glad to find that the Regents had already ofl'ered a reward Of400 manillas for the discovery of the felon in the first case, and had furtherdecreed to impose a fine of 2,200 manillas on the thief if found out. '. With reference to the second charge, Manilla Pepple expressed his regretfor the act, adding, as his exouse, that Mr. Caine had spoken harshly andseverely to him, and that he was a little intoxicated at the time—pleas which, ofcourse, would not hold good in any civilised society, but Which, after a severereprimand, I deemed it expedient to allow, on his humbly apologising; and, promising not to do the like again ; this promise was further guaranteed by hisbrother Regents. . '
At the same time I deemed it my duty to urge upon the Regents that theyought to rebuild the white man’s house destroyed in last year’s e’meute in Bonny,as there the supercargoes and traders had a place for meeting amicably to settletheir trade disputes and such palavers as the present. Its existence I believe tobe also likely to propagate and foster a feeling of goodwill between both parties.They promised to do something aboutit by the time of my next visit.

v v ' , I have, &c. ' ‘
. (Signed) THOS. J; HUTCHINSON.

 

No; 58.

' Consul Hutchinsmi to the Earl of Glarendow—‘(ReceivedJune 26.)

My Lord, _ ’ -‘ 1 ‘ Fernando Po, ApiilBO, 1:856. '
. l I HAVE the honom' to report t‘olyour Lordship. that I ‘visited' New" __

Calabar on the morning] of the‘8th instant, having sent to King Amaeree on the
night before an intimation of my intention to do so; and requesting that heWould Come on board Her Majesty’s stearnévessel “ Bloodhound ” at 12 o’clock.

He and all his Chiefs were punctual. to the moment; and,’ Whilst expreésing
my pleasureflat his courtesy, I told him that I regretted to hear very seriouscomplaints ‘from the supercargOes then on" board, Of the manfier in which he
has lately been dealing in his commercial"; transactions with them. Theircemplaints were to the effect that he "had given them ordei‘s for several thousand
pounds worth of manillas of a particular pattern, .and when these had arrived,he had put a prohibition against their ‘sales in the interior markets; no doubtexpecting the supercargoes would have to dispose of them to him at any price.Manilla‘s, which "constitute" the' c‘urreficy‘of 'tli‘e ceun'n-y, are cepp'er 'bars of "a
shape nearly approaching to a horse shoe, about three inches in circumference.
As thefe are ‘ fiveedifi'erent Species of them, your Lordship will see how seriouslyamarkput upon one k,ind,.,willalfectgthe interests ofgthe tradershereg - “

- «I told Amacree that :I bshou’lcl: deem it my duty to , agquaint yourLordshipof his condth ln thismattelgbefore,Itwould .pay him‘the. lastianhual tribute
due to him for‘ the‘anti-Slave} Trade guarantee, and ' thatl expected before mynext visitjto his river, he wouldhave all complaints 'of :thiskind done awaygwith,
as he would destroyall {tradejn his; country, and .oblige'the supercargoes,.zin
their own..defence, toltrade in other rivers. 1 v 4 ,_ ~. : .. ' ,_ '

‘ Trusting these remarks will meet your Lordship’s approbation, I have, 820;. . , ‘ ‘ (Signed) _ THOS.‘ J.; HUTCHINSON. .,
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No. 59.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of 'Olarendonr-(Received June 26.)

My Lord, ' Fernando Po, April 30, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, a letter which was placed in my'

hands as Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Bloodhound ’3 was about to start from

Bonny, and which is signed by the Chairman of the _Court of Equity for all the

supercargoes. ‘ ' ,

l The punishment alluded to for infraction of the Treaties, is a punishment

by fine of the Equity Court.
' I trust yeur Lordship Will approve of my reply to this letter.

I have, &c.

(Signed) THos. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 59.

The Chairman of the Bonny Court of Equity to Consul Hutchinsbn.

Dear Sir, Bonny River, April 10, 1856.

IN accordance with our feelings, we cannot think of your leaving us without

bearing with you a record of our high esteem and admiration of your impartial

' conduct, and our appreciation of your valuable asshstance, which was much

enhanced by the manner in which it was rendered.

We‘take leave to state our opinion that the Government of our country

have been singularly felicitdus, and ourselves fortunate, in having a. gentleman

appointed so well qualified to support the dignity of the Consular office, and

impress upon the minds, of the native Chiefs and traders of this, and the New

Calabar country, the fact that any infringement of the Treaty will be punished

according to its enactments, and justice strictly administered to both white and

black men. .
We may at the same time acquaint you, that we shall take upon ourselves

most respectfully to urge the necessity of your having a steam-vessel placed at

' your disposal ; the exigencies and importance of this trade demanding more

frequent 'visits than you can possibly favour us With under the present imperfect
regulations. _

_ Wishing you good health, and that we may soon have the pleasure of seeing

you again, we remain, &c. , ,
' (Signed) JAMES FINIGIR,

Chairman of the Bonny Court of Equity, and far all the Members.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 59.

Consul Hutchinson to the Chairman and Members of the Bonny Court of Equity.

(Extract) ' Fernando Po, April 24, 1856.
YOUR kind and courteous letter, planed in' my hands as I was about to

leave Bonny in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “‘ Bloodhound.” on the 10th instant,
I- had not opportunity to reply .to, and thank you for, till now..
' Believe me, when I asSure you,'that although 1 cannot feel conscious of
meriting in the slightest degree the high compliments paid to me in that letter,
the reception of such an honour from the representatives of the “ merchant
princes ” of Liverpool will ever be. duly appreciated 'by me. My duty to my
Gtwernment and my country cannot fail to be kept before my mind‘by such
approbation, and when I remember the source whence it comes—from gentlemen
who are “ first amongst the first ” of African traders, the pleasure and gratificm
tiOn of it are doubly enhanced. . ' -
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Although yet but a neophyte in Consular duties, and much the junior in

years of the majority of your Court, I trust you will not consider I am over-
stepping the bounds of my duty in- giving you my Opinion of some matters
relative to your Equity Court. . V

I wish the Bonny Equity Court to be considered the model after Which all
institutions of its kind are formed in the Bight of Biafi'a. There are many
reasons why this ought to be so, and which it is unnecessary for :me to explain
now. In order to have it worthy of imitation, it should be a Court of Justice in
the "amplest meaning'of the word; and it onght to be an institution for the
protection of your own interests as traders, for the generation and nurture 0f
amity amongst your body, as well as for the endeavour to establish a. feeling of
confidence between the natives and yourselves in commercial matters. I say
“ commercial matters,” because I believe that a great deal of injury may arise
from the supercargoes meddling in any way in the social laws, prejudices, or

' customs of the natives. ‘ ,
When you remember that thirty years ago fairs were held in Bonny, for the

sale of slaves, once or twice a-week, and when you know that from July 1854
to July 1855 above 16,000 tons of palm oil were sent from this and New Calabar
rivers to Liverpool, you will consider that in such. a short Space of time it is very
hard to expect of the people the growth of their knowledge in the morale, of
civilization, to proceed by equal footsteps with that of their knowing how
advantageous to their country’s interests are becoming their commercial relatiOns,
with Great Britain. This is their first acquired learning, and you know.,th‘at
civilization is in no part of the World the growth of a day. Moreover, you have
seen, as I have recognised it on my late Visit to Bonny, that the slaves—men of
that class who were formerly the market commodity there—-are coming up to
know that they have got as much capacity to trade as the head-men. Know-
"1edge, such as this, will, I have no doubt, eventually cause revolutions in; the
principal African kingdoms; and you will find it cannot be for your interests
in the slightest degree, to interfere with any of the social struggles that such a
changing conditiOn of affairs is likely to lead to—fmixed up, as , they will
doubtless be, with their ancient follies, superstitions, and ibrutalities.

I would not presume to write toryou thus, but that I feel confident you will
take my opinions as they are intended, not a presumption of advice, but as mere
ground for your own cogitation ’and reflection. ‘ , ‘

Accept each of you individually my best wishes for your health, happiness,
and prosperity, and believe me, 8m. . v

 

No. 60.

Cansu‘lvHutchinson tovthe Earl qf Clareridon.—‘-(Received June 26.)

My Lord, ' Fernando Po, April 30, 1856.
I>.HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a despatc‘h and inclosure I

received, per mail steamer “ Ethiope,” from M1".‘ConsulMurray,_of 'Tenerifi'e,
with a copy of my reply thereto.

, I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure I in No. 60. ‘

Oohsul’ Murrayto Consul Hutcliinson. '
7':

Sir, Canaryvlslandstenmjfie, March 3, 1856.
I BEG to report that a Government Roman Catholic Missi0n_arrived here

a few days ago, from Spain, under the charge of Don Miguel Martinez y Sanz, '
With the intention of proceeding to the Spanish islands ofFernando Po, Afmaboii,
and Corisco. The mission consists of four priests, nine inferior ecclesiastic’s,
fourteen sisters of charity, eight artisans, and three agriculturists.
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After a stay of a few days they departed for their destination, on board the
Spanish schooner “ Leonor.”

I have been informed that the Spanish Government have dovotcc13,000,000
reels (about 30,000l.) for the purpose of re-establishing these colonies, and that
three vessels of war are about proceeding there. The Senior 1 Tavail Officer
commanding is to assume the Civil Government at Fernando Po, and- is to exert
himself in establishing a palm oil trade with the natives on the coast.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY JOHN MURRAY.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 60.

Royal Order.
(Translation)

THE Ministerio de Estado acquaints me, under this date, with the following
Royal order:

Excelentisimo Sefior,

The English Minister Plenipotentiary at this Court, under date of the
5th instant, writes to this office as follows :

“ I have to acquaint your Excellency, that in answer to the despatch I
addressed to my Government, inclosiug your Excelleney’s note of the 16th ultimo,
Which informed me that Her Majesty’s Government had the intention of bringing
from the coast of Africa a certain number of' adult negroes, for education in
Spain, I have received instructions which authorise me to acquaint you that the
Earl of Clarendon has given, With reference to this request, the necessary orders
to the Admiralty, to be communicated to the Commender-in—chief on the station
of the West Coast of Afi‘ica. At the same time I ought to acquaint you that if,
previous to these orders reaching their destination. the ship conveying these
negro neophytes should meet with an English cruiser, it would be impossible
for the Commander to distinguish between such a transaction and one having
a Slave Trade object. Notwithstanding these observations I trust that no such
occurrence will take place, as it is to be presumed, from the tenour of your
Excellency’s communication, the afl'air in question will not be carried into effect
for some time to come,” V ‘

By command of Her Majesty I transmit the above for your information
and guidance. '

God preserve, &c.
Palace, February 7, 1856. ' .

, ‘ (Signed) MARTIN DE LOS HEROS.
To Don Miguel Martinez y Sanz, ' ‘ ‘

President of the Fernando Po Mission.

 

Inclosure 3 in No.‘ 60.

Consul Hutchinson to Consul Murray.

Sir, Fernando Po, April 29, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the

3rd March, informing me that a Roman Catholic Mission had passed Tenerifl'e
on its way to Fernando P0, in the Spanish schooner “ Leonor.”

And I have to thank you for this. as well as the rest of the information .
contained therein. “ ' ' ‘ ‘

I have, &c.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.
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No. 61.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of C'larendon.—(Receieed July 5.)

My Lord, , Fernando Po, May 24, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Lordship's despatch

of March 29)“ referring to the Treaty signed on the 215’: January last by me
and the Chiefs of Old Town, Old Calabar, and requesting an explanation of two
points in Article II of that Treaty. - .

With reference to the first, I beg leave to inform your Lordship that the
Chiefs of Old Town and Duke Town could not be persuaded to sign an uncom-
ditional Treaty, but King Eyo, of Greek Town, who has abolished this practice in
his territory, and who is the most influential man in Old Calabar, gave me to
understand that he would never allow it to be done elsewhere With his sanct on.

As to the second, touching the protest of the Rev. Mr. Anderson of the 18th
January, 1856, against'Acting Consul Lynslager’s Treaty of 18th January, 1855,‘
I cannot see why such a protest was made, unless because, to use the Rev.
Mr. Anderson’s own words, “ it was done without their concurrence.” All the
missionary body were present at the ratification of my Treaty, and it was with
their united assent the Second part was added to the Artiele in question.

I trust this explanation will be satisfactory to your Lordship, and I have to
return my, thanks for your Lordship’s conveying to me the satisfaction of Her
Majesty’s Government With reference to the other Articles of the Treaty.

I have, &c. . ,
(Signed) THUS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 62.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl ‘of Clarendon.-—(Reeeieed July "5.)

My Lord, . ' Fernando Po, May 24, 1856.
I' HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of March 27,1“ conveying to me your Lordship’s approval of the form
of manumission papers granted by me to the ten persons referred to in the.
Rev. Mr. Anderson’s letter, whereof a copy was inclosed in” my despatch _
of the 31st of January last.

‘ I hate to express my gratification at your Lordship’s approbation.
I have, &c.

(Signed) . THOS- J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 63‘.

' Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Receivad July 5.)

My Lord, , " Fernando Po, May 24, 1856.
I HAVE the honOur to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of March 31,12 conveying to me your Lordship’s approval of my having
bound over the Sierra Leone men, Paul and Boyd, resident in Old Calabar,
to keep the peace towards their wives. '

Your Lordship’s approval gives me very great satisfaction.
I have, &c.

(Signed) THOSr. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

’5 Class B, presented 1856, No. 73.
f Ibid., No. 72. . j: lbid., No. 74.

CLASS B. .
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No. 64.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendont—(Received July’5.)

My Lord, * Fernando Po, May 24, 1856.
I HAVE the honotxr to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordshipfs

despatch of April 153“ inclosing to- me a copy ofi the apprOval of the Lords
of the Committee ofthe Privy Council for Trade, of the Code of Bye-laWs fer the
regulation of trade in the Cameroons river, Which accompanied my despatch
of the 31st of January last.

I quite agree with their Lordships that the Bye—laws in question; were
“ crude,” and when I state to your Lordship that they were nearly copied from
those ratified by my predecessor, Mr. Beecroft, who was well acquainted with the
uncivilized nature ofthe people up all the rivers in the Bight of Biafra, amongst
Whom commerce: is yet in its infancy, I trust your Lordship will approve of my
not deviating from his plan, particularly as it was sanctioned by the supercargoes

, as well as the native traders. V '
On my next official visit to‘Cameroons, I shall take care to state to‘ the

British traders there that Her Majesty’s Government cannot undertake to
guarantee the immunity and undisturbed possession of the piece" ofv ground and

 

. building in question. I have, &c. y _
_ » , (Signed) THOS. J; HUTCHINSON.

No. 65.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, y queign Oflice, July 7, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 30th of April last, inclosing copies

of twelve Additional Articles to the Bonny Commercial Treaties 0f the 3rd
of October, 1850, and 3rd of January, 1854, which have been sanctioned by‘ you
at the request of the supercargoes in the Bonny river ; and I have to acquaint you
that I approve your proceedings in this matter, and I also approve the manner
in which it is proposed to dispose of the fines that may be levied under the
provisiOns of the Articles in question. ‘

‘ . I am, &c. .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

- No. 66.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, » Foreign Ofice, July 7, 1856.
I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve the steps taken by“ you, as

reported in your despatch of the 30th of April last,-lwith the view to obtain
compensation and satisfaction for iMessrs. Cahill and Caine, tw‘o supercargoes,
the former of whom had some sails stolen from his boat on the shores of the
Bonny-river, and the latter having been threatened with violence by Manilla
Pepple, one of theRegents of Bonny, when Mr. Caine was demanding payment
of a debt due to him. . , ‘ t

_ , _ I am, &c.v ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

4" No. 48.
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No. 67;

The Earlvof Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

. Foreign Ofice, July 7, 1856,
WITH reference to your despatch of the 30th April last, giving. an

account of your visit to the New Calabar river, I have to acquaint you that I_
approve the language held by yOu to King Amacree with regard to the com-
plaints made against him by the supercargoes of ships trading in that rlver.

‘ I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

Sir, .

 

No.68, :

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson. V

Sir, . Foreign Oflce, July 7, 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 30th April last,* ‘I have to

acquaint you that I entirely approve the answer which you returned to the
letter addressed to you by the Chairman of the Court of Equity established in
the Bonny river. ' ' V

I am, 8w. ‘
(Signed) ‘ ' CLARENDON.

 

,No. 69. .

The Earl 'of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 15, 1856.
I. HAVE received your despatch of the ' 24th of May,1- and I have in

reply to inform you that Her‘ Majesty’s Go'vemment are satisfied With your
explanation respecting the two points in Article II of the Treaty which you
concluded on the 21st of Januarylast, with'the Chiefs of Old Calabar, which
formed the subject of my despatch to you of the 29th of March.

I am, 8w. ‘
' (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 70. y .

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of‘ Clarendon.——(Recez'ved July 31.)

My Lord, _ ' ' ' Fernando Po, June 24, 1856. 7
‘I HAVE the honour to inform 'your Lordship that when Commodore

Adams. was about to depart hence, in Her Majesty’s steam—ship “ Seoul'g'e,” on '
the 4th instant, I received, per boat from Old Calabar, two 'letters‘from the
Rev. Wm. Anderson and Rev. SamUel Edgerley, With inclosure of a lemon-
strance addressed y the supercargoes of that river to Duke Ephraim, King of
Duke Town. \ ' ‘ ' - , y . ‘

My reason for not mentioning to your Lordship’before the circumstance of
this palaver, was because it. had not been brought officially under my notice
When I interfered, at the request of the Mission gentlemen, to leave these three .
innocents, under their protection, after having taken refuge at the Mission
prermsesv. , , .

As the boat returned the same evening, I wrote to King Duke, in the
( inclosethnglmAfrican patois, Which is the only form that ‘can' -be understood by
Such Potentates.. I deem it necessary to explain to your Lordship that the
terms “blood-‘men” describes a class of persons Who are commissioned to demand
vengeance for the life of any one killed by “‘ide” or Witchcraft, the reputed

*5 No; 59. + No. 61.
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cause of almost every person’s death in Old Calabar ; “ chop” signifies any kind

of food; “ book” means a letter ; and “ blowing Egbo” is the Calabar style of?
proclaiming martial law.

I immediately dispatched a .letter to Commodore Adams, and he very
kindly changed his previously intended route to Prince’s Island, in order to

return to Lagos, with the intention of sending Her Majesty’s steam-ship

“Alecto” down to me. Not finding the “Alectio’? he returned hither, and
accompanied me, in Her Majesty’s steamoship “ Seourge,” to the Old Calabar
river, on the morning of the ‘13th instant. 0n arriving there I Wrote to King

Eyo, Duke Ephraim, and the Mission gentlemen, requestingv'their presence on

board. As soon as they had arrived, I taxed-Duke Ephraim with his breach of
faith,.as I had charged him, when signing the Treaty at Old Town, 21st January
last, that I would hold him accountable for the due observation of its provi-
sions in his own district. He is a stupid, sulky old man. and made no reply.
King Eyo at once said, that the authorities at Duke Town being jealous of his

influence, he could not interfere, but had the missionaries or Sierra Leone

people applied to him, at Creek Town, he would have supplied them with any
provisions they wanted, despite of the Duke Town Egbo law.

The Rev. Mr. Anderson reiterated the facts mentioned in his letter, and

Rev. Mr. Waddell spoke at some length, to show that the Scottish missionaries
had not come to Calabar uninvited, which he proved by reading documents,

whereof I have the honour to transmit your Lordship true copies. The original

of the grant of land to the missionary body is deposited at the Presbyterian
Mission Office, 5, Queen Street, Edinburgh.

_I rebuked Duke Ephraim on the wickedness of his conduct, more parti~

cularly as his name is one of those attached to the request for the missionaries

to come out to Old Calabar; and Commodore Anams had further to express
his disapprobation at the discourtesy wherewith he treated our summons for him
to come on board. The Commodore having threatened him that a man-of-war

would be placed at my disposal to keep a watch on his ill-doings if he persisted
in them, I drew up the Article which I have the honour to transmit, and which

I trust Will meet with your Lord'ship’s approval.
. y I have, &c. .

(Signed) THOS. J . ‘HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosufe l in No. 70.

The Rev. W. Anderson to Consul Hutchinson.

V _, Mission House, Duke Town, Old Calabar,
' Dear Sir, . May 30, 1856.

I BEG leave to lay before you the following facts, in reference to the
procedure of the authorities of Duke Town.

You will remember that 'when you were here on an official visit in January
last, I showed you three individuals; an old woman named Abasi Odiong, a
young man named Okun Ya, and a young woman named Iqua Ya, 'who had
fled to me'for protection from the ordeal of the “ esere,” or poison bean, on the
foolish and superstitious charge that they had killed a boy with “’ifot” or “ free-
mason.” '

You were kind enough and humane enough to take these three persons under
your protection, and to write a letter to the Duke apprizing him of the fact and
holding him responsible for their safety.

I can certify, that with the exception ofthe young woman, who is staying pro
tem. with Mrs. Sutherland at Old Town, your protégés have never been off the
Mission premises at Duke Town. They have been afraid to leave them. '

Well,‘some four or five weeks ago, a brother of the young man died in the
plantations, ten or twelve, or, for a’ught I know, twenty miles from this. The
name of the deceased was Oko Odiong. The refugees are charged'with having
killed him by “ifOt ; ” and the Duke sent to the plantation to call the blood people
to come into the town with the view of compelling the refugees to take the
ordeal of the “esere.”

For this purpose, bands of the blood-men (as they are called) came into
Duke Town on the 26th and 27th instant. I spent the greater part of the 28th
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at Old Town, and on my return home, I learned that the Duke and Duke
TOWn gentlemen had sent for me three times.

On the morning of the 29th (yesterday), I was sent for again, Went off at
once to see what was wanted, found the Duke and his gentlemen in Parliament
assembled, when the Duke announced to me that I was to bring down Okun Ya
to town immediately, as all the gentlemen and blood people were in waiting to
see him take the “esere.”

Of course I demurred, chiefly on the ground that the young man was
innocent of any crime, as he had been at my house since December last ; that
being there, he could not; kill any person twelve or twenty miles distant, and
that “ ifot ” was nonSense. ,

I also reminded the Duke that you had taken the young man as well as the
two females under your protection, had also sent him a letter holding him
responsible for their safety, and forbidding their being molested. .

The Duke insisted on my giving up the young man, threatening that he
would do this and that, drive me away from the country With all the Mission
people, &c. a . ~ -

I left the meeting under the promise that I would be back soon.
Thinking that it might be well to have the refugees beyond the possibility of
capture, we got them quietly transferred to one of the ships. At the same-time
Idispatched a note to the gentlemen of the river, to which nearly all of them
110ny responded.

I hastened back to the meeting, accompanied byReV. Mr. Edgerley. We
met Captain Davies in the market-place. He accompanied us to the Duke, and

' supported us manfully in our resolution not to deliver up the refugees.
I need not at present enter further into particular detail. Suflice it to say,

that I told the Duke that I would not give up any of the refugees to death or to
the ordeal of the “ esere.” V ~ V

A number of the white gentlemen then held a meeting on board the
“. Africa,” and we prepared a letter for the Duke, which I took to him’ and read,
but Which he refused to receive; so that having read it and explained it, I
returned it to my pocket. I transmit it to you. (Inclosure No. 3.) ,

3 While we were on board the “ Africa,” the Duke was blowing Egho on the
Mission premises and on the Mission work. 7

The Egbo proclamation made, is as follows ;—

l. N0 one to carry provisions to the Mission-houses for sale, or otherwise.
2. All gentlemen who have children or slaves residing with the missionaries,

must take-them away instantly. ‘ '
3. No one must Visit the missionaries.
4. No child 01‘ slaveto be sent to school. » '
5. No one to attend Church or Sabbath meetings on the Lord’s day, and

no gentleman to allow God’s word to be preached in his house. '
Thus atotal step is attempted to be put to the work of the Mission, because

I will not give up the innocent torrisk of death; we are subjected to privation
and annoyance for protecting those whom you have already taken underyour ‘
care. '

The Sierra Leone emigrants, who have nothing whatever to do with the,
matter, are put under the same ban as the Mission families. They, as Well as
the servants of Mrs. Goldie, Mrs. Anderson, and Rev. Mr. EdgerIey,_were turned
back when on their‘way to market; were not allowed either to buy or to sell.

The case of the Sierra Leone emigrants. is one of peculiar hardship. We,
in the Mission, having supplies from home, can manage to get on’for a short
time without country provisions (vegetables, yams, plantains, fowls, &c.), but the
poor Sierra Leone people cannot do so as yet. To prohibit all commercial
InterCourse betweentthem and the Calabar people, is to sentence them to,starve.

I need not add more at present 3 I can give you moreof the minutiae of the
afi'air when you rcome over. ‘ V . , I

I shall only add that I meant to lay the above-mentioned facts before you
Withoutnote or comment, and'I shall not depart from that purpose further than
’60 say, that I think all the Europeans in the country, and a considerable proportion
of the most intelligent natives themselves, seem pretty Well satisfied that the
old Duke is not a fit person to rule the Kingdom of Duke Town. Nearly all
parties seem to be sick of his reign.
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It is to be regretted that the all-important work of propagating Christianity,

whose missionaries were guaranteed full protection and full liberty to prosecute
their work before they came to the country, and when they came to the coun-
try (and the guaranty has been frequently repeated since), is so entirely at the

mercy of such a man as Duke Ephraim, as it is just now, at least in so far as
Duke Town is concerned.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) WM. ANDERSON,

ll/Iissz'onary of the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 70.

The Rev. 8. Edgerley to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Duke Town, Old 'Calabar, May 30‘, 1856:

HOWEVER reluctant, as a general principle, I may be, to obtrude on the
attention of any’ representative of the interests of Her Britannia Majesty’s
subjects in a foreign ,land, any formal complaint, I feel, however, no hesitation

in placing you in possession of a statement of acme Serious grievances under

which some of the agents of the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland are at
present sulfering, confident that your best attention and usually prudent con-
sideration will be given to the matter.

As a mission of righteousness and peace to ‘Old Calabar, you will not
misinterpret my application as requesting the adoption of any physical or
coercive measures, but we are all persuaded that you will not withhold your
suasory influence when the welfare of a' cause exclusively devoted to the interests
ofa degraded and heathen people is in jeopardy, and the benevolent pecuniary
gratuities of a vast portion of Her Britannia Majesty’s subjects are at stake.

I need scarcely inform you that the United Presbyterian Church of
Scotland sent out in 1846, andat an immense expense, at the reiterated request
of the Kings and Chiefs of Old ‘Calabar, a hand of missionaries, to all of whom
the requisitionists pledged themselves to protect them in the country, and to
further the- objects of their work, by permitting the Gospel to be preached, and
in sending the native children to be educated at the mission schools.

Her Britannic Majesty’s Government at that period also,’with the usual
solicitude for the benevolent and religious enterprises of its subjects, and the
earnest desire for the improvement of Africa it has} ever manifested, was pleased
to throw its protecting shield around the little band of pioneers who volunteered
to open this mission, in the instructions which were issued to Commodore Jones,
the senior naval officer on the coast at the time. .

i There are several minor matters to which I should feel obliged by your
giving your earliest‘attention, but the subject of paramount importance to the
interests of ounmission at this time is, the fact that Duke Ephraim, the King
or headman of this town, has violated the promise or treaty that was made, in
all its particulars (prohibiting the blood people from entering the town), by
calling in their aid in numbers to coerce the missionary, Rev. Mr. Anderson, at
Duke Town, to deliver up three refugees to certain death, who are innocent of
any crime ! who sought a sanctum on the mission premises, and for the preser-
vation of whose lives, you yourself were kindly pleased to use your influence.

The determination on the part of the Rev. Mr. Anderson and other mission
agents notto participate in a deliberate and wilful murder of three human
beings, by delivering them up to the unjust and cowardly demands of a
sanguinary murderous mob, has caused Duke Ephraim to proscribe, by procla.
mation, the mission agents resident at Duke Town, as respects theii' labours
amongst the people, in their domestic relations, and in the obtaining the
vegetable and other provisions of the country, 011 which, to some extent, they
are dependent. ' ' I .

I believe you will concur With me (as all the merchant captains in the river
appear to do, by their united remonstrance to Duke Ephraim) that this matter
needs your judicious and prompt interference.

v I have, &C.
' (Signed) SAMUEL EDGERLEY,

Scottish Missionary.
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IucIosure 3 in No. 70.

The Supercargoes at Old Calabar to King Duke Ephraim.

King Duke,
Sir, “Afi'ica,” May 29, 1856.

WE, Whose names are at the end of this letter, hold'meeting here this day,
and unite in giving you our best advice about those three people who live at the
Mission-house, that you had better let them _ alone till Consul Hutchinson come
back to this river. . '

You know very well that the Consul see them people that time he live
here, and he say no man must trouble them. He send you book say they
cannot take “ esere.” You be King for town, and We know them blood people no
fit to do anything if you no will. Also, we hear say it be you send for them
blood man to come into town. We want to know if that be true. So if
anything trouble them man it be your palaVer. Better wait till Consul come _;
then that palaver can be set.

It no he missiOn bob, also it no hepalaver for ship captain, it be.ConS1i1
palaver. So you better take care what thing you do.

We are, 8105 7 V
(Signed) , EDWARD DAVIES.

JOSEPH ' CUTHBERTSON.
JAMES K. STRAW.
WM. HEARN. *

' J. BAAK, ESQ., _
WM. ANDERSON.
SAMUEL EDGERLEY.
SAML. MC MILLAN.
J. A. ALDCROFT. '

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 70.

Consul Hutchinson to King Duke Ephrdim.

Sir, Fernando Po, June 4, 1856.

I NEVER hear bad news all same as this, all the time I saby Old Calabar.
I hard for believe them bad thing you do.’ ' _ ~

You send for blood men come to town, then you tefl Mr. Anderson say he
must give up Okun Ya to chop-nut. That be‘very shame thing you (10, King
Duke. For that time I live in Old Calabar in mamof—war _“Bloodhound,” I
took them one man and two women live for Mission-house, and I send you
book, say they can’t take chop-nut, and no man must trouble them all time
they stop for Mission-house ; and now you make that book I jsend you stand for
nothing. Other'had thing you do for blow Egbo against Mission people, and
Sierra Leone men, far not let them go to market and buy their chop]5 and very
bad too for you to blow Egbo against your own people, for not let them go’to
Mission-house to hear God’s Word, or sell yams to Mission gentlemen. V

Mr. Anderson do proper thing for not give upthem people to you to make
them chop “ esere,” Better yOu take all them Egbo off} I tell you ttue, King
Duke, for Queen of England'be vexed too much suppose ‘she’ heat you try for
make her people starve. _ , ' ‘ 2

' I remain; &c. , . ‘
(Signed) , , THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

In‘clo'sure 5 in No. 70.

_ V . ’Agrem'nent.

AGREED to at a. Cunference on board Her Britannia Majesty’s ship
“ Scourge,” Commodore Adams :—- i

That, for the future, British subjects coming to, trading at, or residing
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within, the Calabar territory shall in no wise be maltreated without incurring the
displeasure of Her Majesty’s Government, and that, on a representation of any
infraction of Article VI of the Treaty sanctioned by John Beecroft, Esq., Her
Britannic Majesty’s Consul, on the 17th of April, 1852, any British subject
making a complaint to Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po shall
have a right to demand redress for such grievances. .

(Signed) KING EYO HONESTY.
. his

KING DUKE N EPHRAIM.
mark.‘ »

Witnesses:
(Signed) THOMAS HOGAN.

JOHN EYO.
his

ADAM M ARCHIBONG.
mark. '

V his

HENNY N COBHAM.
mark;

V his

EGBO YOUNG {>4 HOGAN.
mark. "

his
HOGAN N BASSY.

mark.

Given under my hand and seal, on board Her Britannia Majesty’s steamer
“ Scourge,” this 17th day of June, 1856.

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, Her Bm'tanm'c Majesty's
‘ Consul for the Eight of Biafm and the Island of

Fernando P0. ’
Witnesses:

JOHN ADAMS, Commodore Commanding.
JAMES C. PINHORN, Secretary to Commodore.
Jos. CUTHBERTSON, Supercargo.
JOHN S. MORGAN, Ditto.
HOPE M. WADDELL, Missionary.
WM. ANDERSON, Ditto.
HUGH' GOLDIE, Minister.
SAMUEL EDGERLEY, Missionary.
WM. WOODFINE, Sailing-Master.
JOHN HOLMES, Ditto.
EDWARD DAVIS, Supercargo.

 

No. 71.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendonn—(Received Jhly'Bl.)

My Lord, , Fernando Po, June 24, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on a communication

being addressed! to me by Don Miguel Martinez y Sanzv, whereof I inclose a
translation, I complied With his request, and gave him a' Copy of your Lordship’s
despatch of January 30,* with two of its inclosures—despatches to Lord
Howden, and t0 ‘the Admiralty, both of the same date.

The. body of missionaries here have, up to this time, failed in inducing a
singleone of the aborigines to put their children under their care to send to
Spain, and Don Miguel, on the 27th of May, sailed in the French cutter
“Leurette,” to Corisco, to try and get some thence: The Spanish schooner

, “ Leonor” has proceeded to Annabon, on the 3rd instant, With a. like intention,
as' well as to leave some missionaries on that island, under the guidance of
Sefior Emeterio Soria; and it was’ as a protection for the latter voyage that
Don Miguel urged me earnestly to give him the papers. Her Majesty’s steam-
ship “ Scourge” being here at the time of the “ Leonor’s” departure," ‘ Acting V

96 Class B, presented 1856, No.64.
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Governor Lynslager addressed a letter to Commodore Adams, requesting him
‘for a passport of security, in case the schooner, with her living cargo, should fall
inlwith a British cruizer. This the Commodore gave, at the same time apprising
Mr. Lynslager that if the “ Leonor” carried above forty (the number mentioned
in General Zavala’s despatch) she would -'most probably be brought to Sierra
Leone for adjudication.

I do not imagine they will meet with better success at Annabon than at
Fernando Po, for common sense ought to teach them that the negroes, who look
upon their nation as the prime movers in the Slave Trade, cannot _be expected
to place confidence in persons whom they have known only for a few days.

‘ . ‘ ' I have, 330. . ‘ ’ '
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. ,

 

Inclosure in No. 71.

Sefior Martinez 3/ Sanz to Consul Hutchinson.

(Translation.) ‘ ' . ' j
Sir, . _ Stylsabel Town, Fernando Po, May 27, 1856.

HAVING understood from his Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs
inSpain, that you have received a eommunieation from the Minister for Foreign
Affairs in England, that orders have been given that English ships of war should
not confound With vessels engaged in the Slave Trade the Spanish schooner
“ Leonor,” intended to bring negro boys from these islands to Spain, I have the,
honour to address myself to you, praying that you«will give, me a copy of these
orders, if it be not inconvenient'to you, in order that the “Leonor” may accom-
plish her mission with security. ,

That God may preserve you for many years is the prayer of V
(Signed) MIGUEL MARTINEZ Y SANZ.

 

NO. 72. ’

Consul Hutchinson t6 the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 31.)

My Lord, ' Clarence, Fernando Po, June 24, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a complaint I have'received from
the Sierra Leone people resident on the Mission-hill, Duke Town, in Old
Calabar river.‘ 0n summoning them on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Scourge,”
and requesting them to prove the charge they madeagainst Mr. Davies of having ‘
enticed the King‘to drive them out of the place, they could bring ,no substantial
proof on the matter before me. A great deal of this unpleasantness has arisen,
no doubt, from these men, resident on the Mission premises, becoming engaged
in palm oiltrade, and I deemed it. my duty to inquire from the Rev, Mr. Anderson
the facts of their relation'with the Mission. .

The first paragraph ofthe Rev.Mr. Anderson’s reply will show your Lordship
that they are natives of Calabar, from which they were taken in slavery. They
have become liberated at Sierra Leone, and nevertheless desire to return and live
in their oWn country. .

One of the brutalities of the Egbo law is to the effect that on Egbo days,
Which occur nearly every week, a man masked cap-d—pie, supposed to be a spirit
summoned from the woods, goes about the town ’with a huge whip in his hand,
and with liberty to lash as much as he pleases any slave. man, woman, or child,
whom he "meets. ' The Duke‘Town authorities will not recognize these persons
as freemen, because they know that formerly they were slaves. They are,
therefore, obliged 'to keep within their dwellings on any day when this Egbo
brutality is being enacted. ' 4

It is a matter on which I shouldlike to have your Lordship’s opinion, as to
whether, if permission be given to them to remain at Duke Town, they are to be
subject to the existing laws of ~ Old Calabar or to the protection of British
subjects. a

I have, &c.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON,
  

CMss B.
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Inclosure l in No. 72. i

The Sierra Leone Residents at Duke Town to Consul Hutchinson. i

, Old 'Calabar, Duke Town, Mission Hill,
Sir, ‘ May 30, 1856.

WE whd are under the British subject do heretqfore lay our complaints to
you, concerning Captain Edward Davies, supercargo ori board the ship “ Calabar.”
We recollect on the 8th of May, Captain Davies went and enticed the Chief of
this country, that is, King Duke, that he, the said King, must drive away all of
the Sierra Leone pegple who resided here into this Mission—hill; and on the 9th
May, he, the said Davies, go and tell the King of the town that if he don’t drive
us away from this town we will surely fetch war and kill the whole of the natives
and take away the country from them. And from sinpe we come into this town,
we reside with the Mission; we never disturb any of the Calabar men; neither
violate their law, neither disturb any of those captain in these river. Since we
came from civilized country, we show honaur to them as our superiors ; we
thinketh Within ourselves that market is for all men.

From since Captain Davies entice the King to drive us, there is no peace
amongst we and the country peoEle. As touching those three refuge who has
escaped for their lives and reside wit the Mission, and we thinketh within ourselves
that you have already deside the matters, and they stop here under our minister the
Rev, W. A., as their protector. And on the 29th May, all of the Calabar m_en
combined together that they must have those three refuge to be killed, and of

. which our minister reject of the same, that he cannot deliver them until such a
time our British Consul arrived here. Then the King of the country establish a
law that none of us to g0 into their market to purchase any food, and npne of
their children to attend day-school; neither they did not wish of any of our
minister Sabbaths preaching into their houses.

We request most earnestly as are British subjects to lay it before you.
No more to say.

‘ We remain, &c. .
his ‘ ,

(Signed) WILLIAM N MACAULY.
' mark. ,

his ' ' ‘

JOHN N ROBBINSON.
mark.

a hls
SAMUEL >4 WILIS.

mark.
his

JOHN M JACKSON.
mark.

his .

HENRY N JOHNSON. ’
, mark.

V his

THOMAS M PAUL.
mark.

‘ his.

ROBERT M BOYLE.
. mark.

his

THOMAS N BUCKNOR.
lxlriark.
is V

DANIEL N HEDD:
mark.
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Inolosure 2 in No; 72.

The Rev. W. Anderson-jo Consul Hutchinson.

Mission House, Duke Town, Old Calabar,
Dear Sir, June 17, 1856.

IN reply to your inquiries abOut the Sierra Leone immigrants I beg leave
to state— ‘ ' , ‘

-1. That some three years ago the Rev. Mr, Jones, of the Church Mission;
Sierra Leone, was here on a visit. ‘He told the Chiefs of Duke Town, as well
as King Eyo of Creek Town, that there were a number of Calabar'people at
Sierra Leone, who would be glad to come back to their natiVe country. To, the
best of my belief, both King Eyo'and Duke Town gentlemen stated that they
should be glad to see them. , y ‘ ' ‘

2. Some two years ago a few of the native Calaharese arrived here in the
mail steamers. I wished them to go to Creek Town, to live under King Eyo,
who was willing to give them grounds for houses and plantations, The immi-
grants, however, most of them elderly people, had originally belonged to Duke 7
Town territory, and wished to‘ spend'the evening of their lives where they had
spent their early days. ' '

3. Having beenhrought in some measure‘under the influence of Christianity
in Sierra Leone—indeed there are five of them whom I consider to be in reality
Christian men—they abhorred the idea of returning to the native town or towns,
and wished for residences in the neighbourhood of the mis‘sion-house and the,
church. 1 ’ '

4. A considerable portion of the land called the Mission Hill was at that ,
time unoccupied (I refer to the ground granted by King Eyamba and Duke
Town gentlemen to' the Mission in 1846). I personally had no objection to
allow them to erect temporary huts 01' houses thereon, as they wished to do so;
but I thought it as well to present themt’o Duke Ephraim in the first instance,
and to ascertain ‘it' he were Willing to allow them land elsewhere. . , . ,

5. One day, in the latter part of 1854,.I went down, to the Duke’s, accom-
panied by a few of the men; explained why they had returned to Old Calabar,
and asked him if he would give them ground on which to reside Hisreply
was, “ I can't speak for that word to-day, but when all gentlemen m_eetto—morrow morning I tell them ;, then We talk about it, and then I tell you what
they sa .” — . . ,, l _

6.y0n my visiting the Duke a day or two afterwards, he informed me thathe and his gentlemen had talked over the matter, and that they had no room forthem in the town; but that he and his gentlemen thought that “plenty bush,”
2'. 8., unoccupied land, was to be found near the mission premises, and that if theyand I were agreeable they might live there. ,

7. The Duke and Duke Town gentlemen thus indicated their willingnessthat the Sierra Leone people should live in the country. Had they not done so,I should have insisted on their going to Creek Town, as King Eyo was quite
willing to receive them. There are seven families in all,.who have erected sevencottages ; they all lived peacefully and .inofl'ensively in reference to the Calabarpeople, till very lately, that two of the men have engaged in‘ the palm-oil trade. .This offended the supercargoes in the river, and I understand that they havebeen endeavouring to lead the Duke and others of the gentlemen to belieVe thatlarge numbers of people will be here forthwith from' Sierra Leone, and that they ,will take possession‘of the country of Old Calabar. _‘ , ,This led the Duke lately torequest me to order all the Sierra Leone peopleopt of' the country; and also to state that they had been locatedhere withouthls ' knowledge or consent. You know the current value of the Duk’e’saverments. g , V , ' '

I feel grateful to you for the kindly interest you have taken in regard to thewelfare and security of the poor immigrants, and I am sure that they are deeplygratefial for the aid you have rendered them at this critical time. v
As I may not have another opportunity of writing you during your present
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stay here, allow me, in conclusion, to thank you for the friendly services which

you have rendered to the Mission at this station.

May every blessing be yours.
. I have, 8w.

(Signed) WM. ANDERSON.

 

No. 73.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendanm—(Recei'ved July 31.1

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, June 24, 1856.

' I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that when I was up in the

Calabar river, in Her Majesty’s steam4ship “ Scourge,” I deemed it my duty to

inquire of the Rev. Mr. Anderson touching the explanation required of me in your

‘Lordship’s despatch of March 29 last,* With reference to the protest addressed

to me on the 18th of January last against the stipulation contained in

Mr. Lynslager’s Treaty with Old Calabar of January 18, 1855.

Herewith I transmit to your Lordship the Rev. Mr. Anderson’s reply

to me.

 

Inclosure in No. 73.

'The Rev. W. Anderson to Consul Hutchinson.

MissioniHouse, Dulce Town, Old Calabar,_

Dear Sir, , Jams 16, 1856.

ALLOW me to state that I objected to Mr. Lynslager’s arrangements for

the saIVation of twin infants, and acquiesced in and pordially approved of yours,

inasmuch as, by Mr. L.’s arrangements, the infants were to be separated from

their mothers, and transported from' their native country; whereas by yours, the

children will be continued with their mothers, irt their country, under the

permanent supervision of the missionaries. , '

Another, though minor consideration, in my mind, was this: the infants

. committed to our care 'cost a great deal of anxious toil, and not a little expense,

for Which we receive no remuneration from any quarter, save what is included in

“ the testimony of a good conscience.” Now we were present when your

arrangement was made, and acquiesced in it. From the meeting at which

Mr. L.’s arrangement was made, we were, in effect, excluded; and I am a

holder of the (I suppOse British) maxim tha “ there should be no taxation

Where is no representation.” ' ' - ‘

” I have, Sac.
(Signed) WM. ANDERSON.

 

No. 74.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.——~(Received July 31.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, June 24, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

of May 17, approving of the letter which I addressed to Commodore Adams,

reporting to him the information Which I had received respecting Slave Trade

carried on from Zangatanga to Prince’s Island.

' ‘ I have, 820.
(Signed) 'THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. .

 

"-" Class B, presented 1856, No; 73‘
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No. 75.

Consul Hutchinson to the‘Earl of Clarendon.-—(Receizied July 31.)
My Lord, I Clarence, Fernando ,Po, June24, 1856.

, I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’sdespatch of May 17, informing me that Her Majesty’s Government havedecided that ex-King Pepple shall be permitted to reside at Sierra Leone, andthat the Lords of the Admiralty have been instructed to request CommodoreAdams to provide Pepple and his family with a. passage from Ascension to thatColony on board of a ship of war. 1 ' -
I have, &c. ,

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHlNSON.
 

N0. 76'.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofice, August 12, 1856.
WITH reference to your desPatch of the 24th June last, I have toacquaint you that I approve of your having furnished Don Miguel Martinez' y Sanz, the Chief of the Roman Catholic Mission sent by the Spanish Govern-ment to the islands in the’Gulf of Guinea, with the documents requested byhim, in order to protect the schooner “Leonor.” from molestationhy Britishcruizers on the mission on which she was about to proceed to Annabon.

I am, &c.
’ (Signed); J CLARENDON.
 

No}. 77.

~ The Earl of.Clarendon ta Consul -Hutchz‘nson.

Sir,
Foreign Ofice, August 13, 1856.I HAVE received your despatch of the 24th of J11:10 last, togetherwith its inclosures, relative to the complaints made by the missionaries of OldCalabar against Duke Ephraim, on account of his proceedings in stopping allcommunication with the Missionary Settlements, because the missionaries refusedto surrender three persons Who had taken refuge with them in order to avoid theordeal of the poison-nut, to Which they Were to have been subjected on a chargeof having killed a Duke Town man by witchcraft, and I have to acquaint youthat I approve your proceedings in this matter. I also approve the Agreementsigned by you and Commodore Adams with the King and Chiefs. of OldCalabar, with the View to prevent the molestation of British subjects; ._ ,

‘ I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) , i ‘ CLARENDON.
 

No. 78.

The Edrl of Clarendou to Consul Hutehinson‘

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofiice, August 23, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 24th of June last, inclosinga letter addressed to you by several Sierra Leone people resident on the MissionHill, at Duke Town, Old Calabar, complaining that Captain Edward Davies, thesupercargo on board the ship ,“ Calabar,”‘ has been endeavouring to incite theChiefs to drive them out of the Settlement, by representing that if they do not»do so, the Sierra Leone men will eventually expel the Chiefs, and take posses,-sion of their country; and it would appear. by the letter from Mr. Anderson,the missionary established at Duke Town, which is inclosed in your despatch,that there is some foundation for the complaints of these [Sierra Leone men, and
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that the reason assigned for the ill-will of the supercargoes towards them, is the

fact that some of them have engaged in the palm—oil trade on their own

account.
I have to state to you that Her Majesty’s querument learn With satis—

faction the growing disposition of the natives to embark in legitimate trade, and

desire that all due encouragement and protection should be given them. But

vou should warn themlto be careful, in all their dealings with the supercargoes,

hot to give just cause of offence; and you will report in detail any illegal or

arbitrary acts committed by the supercargoes, and let 1t be known among them

that you are instructed to do so. . ,

With regard to that part of your despatch whleh relates to the barbarous

practiee, sanctioned by Egbo law, of permitting a masked man to go about the

town on Egbo‘ days, with liberty to whip all the slaves—men, women, and

children—Whom he may meet, I have to desire that on the occasion of the first

visit which you may make to Calabar, you Will insiet strongly, in the name of

Her Majesty’s Gouernment, on the discontinuance of this barbarous custom.

I will answer, in a future despatch, your questiqn as to whether the Sierra

Leone men established at Old Calabar, are entitled to protection as British

subjects. ’
' I am, &0. ‘

(Signeu) CLARENDON.

‘ No. 79.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received July 31.)

My Lord, I Clarence, Fernando Po, June 24, 1856.

' I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of applications I have
received from the Rev. Messrs. Edgerley and Goldie, and from Mr. Haddison,

at Old Calabar, for manumission papers for the slaves therein mentioned. I

gave the certificates in a form similar to those granted to the Rev. Mr. Anderson,

transmitted in despatch of 3lst of January last, and approved by your Lordship

in your despatch of 27th of March last.
' I have, &c.

(Signed) THDS. J . HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 79.

The Rev. S. Edgerley to Consul Hutchinson.

Old Calabar, June 17, 1856.

I BEG to furnish you with the names'of the domestics of my household

who have been manumitted‘by me, by purchase, and Who are unconditionally
free, requiring only your Consular certificates to place them beyond the reach
of slavery, and to aWard them all the privileges of freedom. .

Sir,

 

Native Names. English Names. _ Country. ge. Remarks.

 

‘ Years.
Eyo . . . . . . Jno. Edgerley . e Egbo Sharry . . 60

' _ Legally married.
Iqua , . . . ... Amelia Edgerley . . Ditto . . . . 20

Ofi'roné . . . . . Rebecca Edgerley . Ditto . . . , 38

O'quo Esien . . . . Henry Edgerley . . Manyung . . . _ 17

Mincka . 1 . . . Cecelia Edgerley y. . Brukum . . . . 13 .

—-’-' . . . . Rose Edgerley . .. —-—'— . . . . 13' 'In England.    
 

‘ Ihaye, 8w." _ _
(Signed) 'SAML. EDGEBLEY.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 79. V

Mr. Haddison to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Providence Cottage, Mission House, June 16, 1856.
I BEG leave to acquaint you these few lines, to say that ‘I have redeemed

some of the natives of this country, which I request you to give me a’paper for
each, and you will very thankful oblige.

 

 

English Names. ' Native Names. 11%;:th Mark 3

I Years. 7
Louisa Haddison . . . . Esuno :Esien . , _ , .: m 1

Charles Haddison . . . r. Akamenu . _ _ .‘ - 13 None.

Betsey Haddisnn .. . . , Ansa. . . .V . . , . . 15 J  
 

I remain, &c. 7 _ -
(Sighed) ‘ . JAS. HADDISON.-g
 

Inclosure-3 in No. 79.

Declaration.

‘ . Duke Town, September 29, 1855._
I HEREBY declare, before these witnesses? thatI have redeemed! the girl

called “Agnes Caldwell” and that She is free, no person having any claim of
property in her. ' . ' ,

(Signed) HUGH GOLDIE.
Witnesses: v v ‘ '

(Signed) SAMUEL EDGERLEY,
MARY EDGERLEY.

 

ZIncIosure .4. --in No. 79.

Declaration,

_ I HEREBY declare, before these witnesses; that l.give up all claim to the
girl *“ Orji,” and that sheno longer belongs to' me. ‘

' his}
(Signed) HENRY COBHAMV N.

mark.
Witnesses: , V , '

(Signed) T. -,S. MORGAN.
W. R. PALIN;
C. S. EASTWOOD.
WM. DONALDSON.

‘*“Parama‘tta,'” Old Calabar,.May 21, 1856.

 

_ No.80. I ‘ ,

Cansul'Hu’tch’xinsan to the Earl 9f;Clarendon..——(Received September 5.) ‘

My Lord, ‘ ‘ ' ‘ Clarence, Fernando Po; July 28, 1856,
V I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a letter? I have received, 09 the
4th instant, from the supercargoes of the Old Calabar riVer, with cepy of my
reply, Which 'I trust will meet your Lordship’s appro‘bationf
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Your Lordship will observe, that in their acknowledgment of my two

communications, they have made no reference- to that which conveyed to them

the disapprohation of Her Majesty’s Government concerning the practice of

making one man liable for a debt due by another.
I have, &c.

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure l in No. 80.

The Supercargoes in Old Calabar River to ansul Hutchinson.

Sir, Old Calabar River, June 30, 1856.

WE, the undersigned supercargoes trading in the Old Calabar river, resPect-

fully and earnestly call for your attention and interference in the following

matter :—
About ten years ago, a most inhuman and unjustifiable massacre of Occona

people was perpetrated by a people called Omaun or Bosun. These Occona

people were in the habit of bringing large quantities of oil to Bosun to sell, and

it was on one of these occasions that the massacre tpok place: from that time

to the present not a single puncheon of palm oil has been brought to Old

Calabar from Bosun. Had the Old Calabar people the means of getting to

Occona, this could be remedied; but the Bosun people occupying an island in

the middle of the river, completely command all the passes, and prevent inter-

course between Old Calabar and Occona. Now, meaus of every kind have been

tried by the Old Calabar people to bring these opposing parties to terms, but all

have failed, and it is an annual loss to this river of qil to the amount of 1,800

puncheons.
From your experience and knowledge of the character of the pe0ple, we

nowthrow ourselves on you; for the Old Calabar people say, if you, as a British

Consul, in a vessel of war, will go to that country, that you can at once settle

the matter. The head Chiefs and traders will accompany you, and give you all

the information and assistance you may require. This is a matter, exclusive of

bringing a hostile people to terms of peace and trade, also of great value in a

mercantile point of view.
And now that we have explained that you are the only party that will be

able to settle it, we trust you will give it your best consideration and adopt the

best period of going to that country, which we hear is about August.

(Signed) WILLIAM HEARN, Ship “Abeona.”
J. BAAK, Esq, Dutch quque “ Eendragt.”
T. L. W. G. STERN, Dutch Barque “ Decima.”
JOSEPH CUTHBERTSQN, Ship “Africa.”
JAMES K. STRAW,‘ Ship “Hunts.”
JOHN S. MORGAN.
EDWARD DAVIES, “Celabar.”

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 80.

Consul Hutchinson to the Supercargoes in Old Calabar River.

Gentlemen, Clarence, Fernando Po, July 4, 1856.

I ‘HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of June 30,

requesting me to proceed in a man—of-war to Bosun, up the Cross river, in order

to try and settle a. palaver existing between the Bosun and Acoono-Coono

people, which causes an annual loss of 1,800 puncheons of palm oil to the traders

in the Old Calabar river. _
Before this application was made, I expected an‘acknOwledgment of my

communication to you, from Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Séourge,” on 17th June,

in which I gave you an extract from a despatch I had received from Her

Majesty’s-Principal Secretary of' State for Foreign Afi’airs, and which I again

repeat :— - , 7 a

“ I have to acquaint you that the first . of the above-mentioned agreements



AFRICA. (Consular)—Bz'ght of Biafm. 65

(that of detaining one man for a debt due by another) appears to me to be
manifestly unjust, and to be calculated to give rise to endless embarrassment
and disputes between the British supercargoes and the natives of Creek Town ;
and I have to instruct you. to inform King Eyo and the Committee of Super-cargoes at Creek Town, that Her Majesty’s Government cannot sanction that
Agreement, and that they must consider it to be cancelled.”

By the last mail steamerI have received a despatch from Her Majesty’s
Principal'Secretary of State for Foreign Afl'airs, in which his Lordship instructs
'me to inform the British supercargoes at Old Calabar, that if, “ in order to
recover debts due by the natives to them, they choose to have recourse to
unjust, violent, and high—handed measures, such as detaining one man on boardship as a hostage for another, 01' seizing palm oil, the property of one man, in
payment of a debt due by another, the British Consul at Fernando Po must
leave the British supercargoes to themselves, and abandon as hopeless all
attempts to arbitrate between them and the native Chiefs.”

I therefore feel under the necessity of forwarding your application to the
Foreign Office before I can give any reply to it, save the extracts from the
despatches which this letter contains. '

‘ I haVe, &c. i -‘
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON. '

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 80.

The Supercargoes in Old Calabar River to Consul Hutchinson.

Dear Sir, ' Old Oalabar River, July 16, 1856.
WE, the undersigned supercargoes in the Old Calabar river, beg toacknowledge the receipt from you of two despatches, dated respectively June 17and July 4. We much regret your declining to visit the Bosun and Ammo-Coono people; and remain, &c. ,_ ,

Yours very respectfully, -
(Signed) JOS. CUTHBERTSON, Ship “Africai’ ,. ‘

EDWARD DAVIES, “ Calabar.” w
J. BAAK, “Eendmgt.” V g .
JAMES K. STRAW, Shipf‘Hants.”
WILLIAM HEARN} Ship “Abeona.’.’

,H. MORGAN, “Paramat-ta.” '

 

No. 81.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received September 5.) '

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, July 28, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the 'receipt of Mr. Hammond’sdespatch of 19th June, acquainting me of the Lords Commissioners of HerMajesty’s Treasury having remitted to me 1,000 dollars for the payment of thelast annual present due to King Amacree from Her Majesty’s Government.I transmit herewith, ‘in acknowledgment of' Sir C. E. Trevelyan’s despatch(containing invoice and hill of lading), my receipt for the dnllars,~a copy ofwhich I have given to the Captain of the' Royal maiI-steamer' “ Retriever.”I Will take the earliest available opportunity of handing over this specie toKing Amacree, and forwarding to your Lordship his receipt for the same. ..

' I'have, Ste. ‘ '
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

CLASS B.
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No. 82.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received October 9.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, August 26, 1856.

IHAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of July 7th, conveying to me your Lordship’s approval of the steps
taken-with the view to obtain compensation and satisfaction for Messrs. Cahill
and Caine, two supercargoes in the River Bonny. ,

 

I have, &c. , A
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

No. 83.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received October 9.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernttndo Po, August 26, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the :‘receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of July 7th, conveying approval of the tWelve Articles added to the
Bonny Treaties of the 3rd of October,» 1850, and of the 3rd of January, 1854,
as well as of the manner in which it has been propesed to dispose of the fines
that may be levied under the provisions of the Articles in question.

I_ have, &C.
(Signed) THIOS. J . HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 8.4.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendonm-(Received October 9.)

-My Lord, Clarence, Fernqndo ‘Pa, August 26, 1856.

e I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
deSpatch of July 7th, acquainting me of entire approval of the answer which I
returned to the letter addressed to me 'by the Chairman of the Court of Equity
in the Bonny river; '

The approval of Her Majesty’s Government in this matter is to me a very
valued source of satisfaction. ,

 

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

No. 85.

Consul Hutchinsoh to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received October 9.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, August'26, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of despatch of
July 15, conveying to me the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government with
my, explahatiofl respecting Article II of the Treaty Which I Concluded on the
2151; Janna .. , with the 'Chief'srlof 01d Tewn, Old Calabar. ,

Yeur , rdshiéj Will have received, hefere this,'my despatCh of June 24,
giving a mere _luci' eXplanetiOn, which it efl'orde me great pleasure to perceive,
by your Lordship’s approval, is new unneeded.

- I have, &C.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.
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No. 86.

Consul‘Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 9.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, August 28, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a document which

reachedme per boat this morning, a few hours after the Royal mail-steamer had
departed hence for Old Calabar river. ‘

Although with this representation I have had returned to me from the
supercargoes my letter to King Duke Ephraim of Duke Town——a copy of which
was forwarded to your Lordship (Inclosure No. 4 in despatch of June 24*)—Which
-was not delivered, and the seal unbroken, thus still showing their disrespect to
the British authority out here, I deem it my duty not to permit such an
outrage as this to pass unexamined, and, if found correct, unpunished.

As I expect the steamer to touch here to-morrow for the mail bags, I have
written a letter to the Senior Oflicer of the Rights, requesting him to send me a.
manrof-War steamer at his earliest convenience. -

I have, 810.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 86'.

The Supercargoes of Old Calabar River to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, O_ld Calabar River, August 29’, 1856. '
WE, the undersigned supercargoes, trading in the Old Calabar river, call

your attention 'to the following murderous outrage committed on Captain J.
Cuthbertson, ship “Africa.” .

On the evening 'Jof Saturday the 23rd, Captain Cuthbertson, taking his
usual rounds to the traders, was waylaid by about twenty men, armed with sticks
and bludgeons, who attacked him from behind. He defended himself as well as
he could, and fought his way as far as Egbo Bassey’s, who gave him protection.
They, however, broke into Egbo Bassey’s yard, and thereragain attacked him,
knocked him down, split his head in three places, and made his right arm one
mass of bruised flesh ; and one scoundrel, a brother of Lame Henshaw Duke’s,
whilst he was on the ground, opened his legs out, and with a ‘six-feet stick
struck him on the abdomen and testicles. - ‘

This outrage was concocted and set in fnotion by Lame Henshaw, his two
brothers being the ringleaders. ,

Captain Cuthbertson now lies in a dangerous state.
We waited in a btdy on King Eyo, and toldhim the occurrence, which he

said he had heard, asked him for justiee on th'ese men. He said he would send
our demand to Duke Town, at the same’time saying we must not blame the
King Duke; for a man from Creek Town was in the Duke’s yard, when Lame -
Henshaw came there, and said he would send his gang to murder Captain
Cuthbertson, when theKiug Duke said, “ You want to break law.” He said
he would, did so,'and this is the result in the above murderous outrage. V , .

On Monday King Eyo sent his Egbo, and a large meeting of the natives
took place. We are informed the King Duke called all towitness that he told
Henshaw not on any account to do what he had done; but the reply was, that
they would do what they liked. We could get no satisfaction for the outrage,
and were given to understand we might expect as much ' ourselves. We ' are
defied, told that a man-of-war will not be able to take this Henshaw; but the. ,
Klng-Duke has blown Egbo on him, and says he will deliver him 'up to you, .
saying he is powerless himself to punish him, and that We must look to you
and ourselves for futureprotection. ' _ ' ' '

. Should this outrage not be promptly redressed, our lives are not safe for a;
smgle moment, and we have determined not to go on the beach again at present.
We intend to wait on you in a body on the arrival of the'mail; and should one

* No. 70.
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of Her Britanuic Majesty’s vessels of war he in Clarence, we would request of
you to detain her until you see us.

“’8 beg, Ste.
(Signed) - J . BAAK.

EDWARD DAVIES.
JOHN S. MORGAN.
T. L. W. G. STERN.

v JAMES K. STRAW.
WILLIAM HEARN.

 

’ Inclosure 2iin N0. 86.

71' . Consul Hutchinson t0 Commander Haswell.

Sir, ‘ Clarence, Fernando Po, August 29, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to inclose to you copy of a representation I have
received from the British supercargoes in the Old Calabar river, detailing the
facts of a gross outrage committed on one of their body, by which it appears his
life is in danger. ,

I beg leave to request that you will be good enough to send me a man-of—
war steamer as soon as possible, to convey me to that river, in order to
investigate this matter.

At the same time, if it would not interfere with the arrangements of the
Bights squadron, I would feel obliged by your permitting the steamer, on
returning from Old Calabar, to convey me to the River Bonny, in order to hand
over to King Amacree his last payment of the anti-Slave Trade tribute, Which
has been forwarded to me for that purpose by Her Majesty’s Government.

’ I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) THQS. J. HUTCHINSON.
 

N0. 87.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflice, October 19, 1856.

V I HAVE received your despatch of the 24th of June, inclosing a.
memorial from nine liberated Africans who have returned to their own country
from Sierra Leone, and who have settled at Duke Town in the Old Calabar
river, representing that they live in fear of being persecuted by the native Chiefs,
at 'the instigation of certain British traders in the river, whose displeasure it
appears they have incurred in consequence of some of the Africans in question
having engaged in the palm—oil tr'ade ; and you request to be informed Whether,
if these Africans are allowed to remain at Duke Town, they are to be subject to
the existing IaWs of Old Calabar, or Whether they are entitled to claim protection
as British subjects. , ‘ ' ' , ‘

I have to state to you in reply that Her Majesty’s Government have
previously had under their consideration the question as to the right of liberated
Africans to be considered as British subjects, and that it has been decided that
in the absence of any special legislation , to that effect, they cannot be‘ so
considered even in the Queen’s dominions; and under these circumstances they
cannot, 'of, course, be entitled to expect, as a matter of right, that they shall be
treated as British Subjects When they voluntarily retufn to, and become residents
in; the territory 'of the native Chief .whose subjects they Were by birth. Never-
theless Her Majesty’s Government can never cease to take a warm interest in‘
thewelfare and safety of those Africans who owe their liberty to British inter-

, vention, and Who have lived‘ for some years under the protection of the British
Government; and under the instruction of Christian pastors in a British Colony.

Her Majesty’s Government have accordingly learnt With much gratification
that the men referred to in your despatch are engaging in lawful and profitable
pursuits in their oWn Country; and I have to instruct you to make a formaI'visit
to the Chiefs of Old Calabar and of Duke Town, for the purpose of informing
them that the Africans in question are entitled to the sympathy and good offices
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of the British Government, who will not tolerate the persecution With which
those persons appear to be threatened, and will not fail to resent, as an insult to
this country, any ill-usage to which they may be exposed. You will, however,
state that Her Majesty’s Government, being desirous to avoid any misunder-
standing or interruption of friendly relations with the Chiefs of the OldflCalabar
river, have instructed you to propose to them the conclusion of a Treaty, by
which, for the satisfaction and security of the liberated Africans, their right to
enjoy British protection shall be duly recognised. i, ,

In proceeding to settle this affair with the Old Calabar Chiefs, you will take
care to warn the liberated Africans that they should be careful, in all their
dealings with the British supercargoes, not to give just cause of offence, but you
will report in detail to Her Majesty’s Government any illegal or arbitrary acts
Which may be committed against the Africans by the supercargOes, and you Will
let it be known among them that you have been instructed to do so.

I am, 8w. ,,
(Signed) ' CLARENDON. -

 

No. 88.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 8.)

My Lord, ' Clarence, Fernando Po,‘ September 23, 1856. ‘

AS I feel conscious of having been in too, great a hurry, 'when forwarding
to your Lordship (in my despatch of August 28', per “ Candace ’7) the
preliminaries touching an affair in the Old Calabar river, Which I have just
returned from investigating, I trust it will not be out of order, my making the
matter, from beginning to end, the subject of my present communication.

On the 28th ultimo I received a letter from the supercargoes' in' Old
Calabar (a copy of Which I again have the honour to traIISmit), and this Was .
followed up by-the supercargoes waiting on me next day, repeating their entreaty
that I would endeavour to obtain a steamer and go over as soon as possible, as
their trade had been stopped, they deemed their lives and propertyinsecure, they
knew not upon which of them another attack would be made, and there were
several hundred thousand pounds in value of their goods but on trust With the
natives. v ' ' ‘

In the course of our conversation I remarked to them that “ they. did not
seem to me to understand their position in Old Calabar, for they ought’to know
that trade, in all the rivers of the Bight of Biafra where trust is given out, 'can‘
be but a speculation, inasmuch as there exists no international [code of commerce
between Great Britain and the 'countries adjacent .to these streams, and in the
absence of such a code there is no tribunal of appeal or jurisdiction save the '
moral power of a Consul, combined with the physical, of a man-of-war. Neither
of these can be applied to enforcing the payment of debts due to you When you
resort to the practice of making one man resPOnsible for the debts contracted by
another. My chief duty out here, as eXpressed by her gracious Majesty’s
commission, is to ‘ aid and protect British merchants, and other British subjects,’
by all lawful means. Her Majesty’s Principal, Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs has intimated to me, in language that I have conveyed to you, that this
regulation cannot be recognised as in any way belonging to, or to be‘ supported
by, British law; and therefore, by yOur perseverance in it, you generate a feeling
of . hostility towards you amongst the natives, which is the most powerful aid in
neutralizing the Treaties signed by the Kings and Chiefs to guarantee protection
to British life and property.” ~

I am happy to add that they all expressed their concurrence in 'my opinions,
and assured me that, if I would give them a basis to werk upon, theywould, by
the time of my arrival in the river, prepare a set of bye—laws for my sanction, to
supersede those at present existing. ' l 7

Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Myrmidon ” having arrived at Fernando Po on
the 11th instant, I sent a request to Lieutenant Commanding Hastings St. John
de Robeck to accompany me, transmitting to him a copy of the letter I had
forwarded to the senior officer, and he at Once complied. I cannot express to
yourLordship the gratification I feel at the assistance I have received from this
gehtleman, whose views so exactly coincide with my own, of legitimate commerce
being the true extinguisher of the Slave Trade in Western Africa.-
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On arriving at Old Calabar on the 14th instant, I summoned the super-

cargoes, Kings, and Chiefs, on board to a Court on the following .niorning,

requesting of King Duke Ephraim that he would bring the accused partles w1th

him. King Duke having come without the latter, and deeming it courteous to

wait half-an-hour for their appearance, I read a letter written by King Eyo,

stating that he had blown Egbo upon them, to keep them for appearance before

me (thus proving by this act that Egbo law was of no use to bring them off) ;

adding, that I did not purpose to go on with the trial till they were on board, and

that if they did not come, I would make a request to Commander De Robeck

to send on shore and arrest them. I told the Kings that, from my experience

of Old Calabar, I had learned the ilieflicacy of their Egbo law to punish offenders

who had ill—treated British subjects; and, moreover; knowing that if I permitted

this Henshaw Duke to be punished by Egbo, all his slaves and their property

would be awarded as aprey to the heads of his different orders of Egbo. If

there were no other reason, this would oblige me to take the judgment of the

matter into my own hands, that one of Henshaw’s slaves, named Bassy Powder,

is the best and richest trader in Duke Town, consequently has the largest

amount of British property in his possession, all of which would be sacrificed

thereby. I further assured the Kings, that I did not purpose to interfere with
Egbo law for the government of their own people, and the punishment of crime

amongst them; but that, as I find it ineffectual to secure the payment of debts
taken in trust from British supercargoes, useless to prevent a clan organizing to
assault a British subject, and inefficacious for the conservation of Treaties
guaranteed to protect British life and property, it is my intention, for the future,
to guard these by the power that is vested in me, and by that alone.

Before Henshaw Duke had arrived, three letters were handed to me, two of
which I knew to be in the handwriting of the Rev. Mr. Anderson, and whom I
immediately sent for, in compliance with the request in that signed by the Duke
and Chiefs of Duke Town. I asked him (King Eye and King Duke not being
able to give me information) as to the person who had presumed to threaten
unpleasant consequences to any one coming on board a British man—of-war; but
he was equally unable to afford me any clue to the squrce whence it emanated.

The Headman, I-Ienshaw Duke, who is a cripple, having come off, and one
of his accomplices being on board, I proceeded to investigate the matter.

Having read the statement of the supercargoes to Captain Cuthbertson, he
deposed to the truth of the whole of it; and I then questioned Henshaw Duke
as to the cause of this outrage. He stated that Captain Cuthbertson had gone
into his h0use on four several times and assaulted hing, and that he was driven
to this by so frequent a repetition of the outrage. , '

After this, the Rev. Mr. Anderson and Baillie’s defence was handed in to
me ; but as the chief aggressor, the man Who had struck Captain Cuthberson on
the testicles with a stick, and. who is a brotherof Henshaw Duke; was not forth-
coming, I deemed it advisable to adjourn the further ihvestigation until this man
was brought forward ; and I made a request to Commander De Robeck to keep
these two men prisoners on board till I should have more ample means of inves-
tigating the matter thoroughly. At the same time, I considered it my duty to
observe to Captain Cuthbertson, in presence of the Kings'and supercargoes, that
“ lawlessness such as that practised in going into a man’s house and beating him
with a stick was far more ‘culpable in him (Captain Cuthbertson) than organised
violence on the part of the natives of Old Calabar ; and I would not shrinkrfrom
saying, that the man who would beat a helpless cripple'like Henshaw Duke with
a stick, either in the street or in his house, was little better than a coward and a
brute. The British traders ought to set the blacks a good example by being
peaceable, orderly, and humane, and not, by their conduct, goat} the natives on
to acts of savage reprisa1.- It would have been my intention to suggest to Lord
Clarendon the inquiry from Messrs. Wilson and Dawson if they conferred on him
any license to Commit such deeds, were it not my belief that; they are utterly
ignorant of them; and the utility as well as power of a Consul is utterly

' unavailing out here so long as such a course is practised by a superCargo whose
interests the Consul is instructed to protect.”

As the supercargoes had arranged a code of bye-laws and the formation of
an Equity Court during my stay in the river, I left the final adjudication of the
matter till the first meeting of the Court on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship
“Myrmidon,” on Saturday, September 20. I fined Captain Cuthbertson four
puncheons of palm oil (one for each assault), and bound him over in a penalty
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of 1001. to keep the peace towards all the residents at Old Calabar during his
stay in the river. At the same time, With. the consent of the Kings, a‘penalty of
twexity puncheons of palm oil was imposed on Henshaw Duke, with the provision
that his Egbov titles should be taken from him. I would not have made this
latter so seemingly severe, had it not been deposed before me by Messrs. Hearn
and Samuel Davis, one a supercargo and the other a surgeon in the river, that
many of the class of whom the late aggressors are members have threatened to
murder white men if they went to their houses demanding payment of debts;
and though I cannot agree with the system of reckless trust Which has hitherto
been given out in Old Calabar, I deem it my duty to use every precaution that
I may lawfully do, to prevent loss to British merchants within my jurisdiction.

No matter in the whole course of inquiry gave me so much pain as my
feeling compelled to mention to the missionary gentlemen that, in settling any
palavers between the native Chiefs, it Was not my intention tointerfere; but that
in disputes between the natives and British traders, Imust protest against their
interfering, as well because adjudicating the latter is one of the objects for Which
I am sent out by Her Majesty’s Government, as that their, meddling in commer-
cial affairs is likely to generate a feeling of hostility towards them on the part of
the British supercargoes. ‘ ' l y .

I trust your Lordship will not disapprove of my proceedings in this matter,
more especially as on all the points included in'it I came to, no deei§ion without
mature deliberation with Commander De Robeek, Which nyelt' myself bound to
do, as well from his good sense as from the remembrance that your Lordship
had, in a previous despatch, directed me “ to leave the British supercargoes to
themselves, and abandon as hopeless all attempts to arbitrate between them and
the native Chiefs.” ‘ , ‘ .

I have, 820. ' ‘ ‘ 7
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHTNSON.

 

Inclosure l in No. 88.

The Supercargoes of the Old Calabar River to Consul Hutchinson, August 29, 1856-

‘ [See Inclosure 1 in No. 86.] '

 

Inclosure '2 in No. 88.

King Ego Honesty to the Supercargoes of the Old Calabar River. '

My dear Gentlemen, Creek Town, August 26, 1856.
I SEND Egbo yesterday to Duke Town to blow them that flogs Captain

Cuthbertson, and keep them for house until we know what we can do for them ;
also I. think better we all meet here for my house, face to face, Duke Town and
Creek Town gentlemen, and all captain, and mission. If Captain Cuthbertson
fit to come up, then we know way to stop this bad fatson, and way to settle this
palaver. Ifwe can’t settle, you can send to the Consul Hutchinson. Please let
me know the day that I send to call all gentlemen. , ‘ ,

7 I am, dear friend, ' ' “
(Signed) KING EYO. HONESTY.
 

Inelosure 3 in No. 88. » -

The King and Chiefs of Duke Town, Old Calabar, 'to Consul Hutchinson. '

. ‘ Duke Town Mission House, Old Calabar,
Dear Sir, September 1,1856. V

WE, the undersigned Chiefs and Gentlemen of Old Calabar, hereby request
ypu, when you shall come here for the settlement of thevpalaver caused by thedlspute between Captain Cuthbertson and Henshaw Duke, to call a meeting forthe settlement of the same somewhere in the country, and not on heard any ship1n the river. We mean no disrespect to you whatever by preferring this request
to you ; but some gentlemen in the river have been threatening, that if we attend
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any meeting on the river, that disagreeable consequences Will ensue to us. We

are perfectly willing to attend any meeting which you may call, to he held either

at Creek Town, Old Town, or Duke Town; but We are not prepared to go on

board any ship in present circumstances.
We trust you Will indulge us in this matter, and we trust that the palaver

will be settled to the satisfaction. of all parties, and that we shall all continue to
be friends With the Queen of England, and With yourself, as her representativie.

(Signed) I King Eyo Honesty.
his

King Duke N Ephraim.
mark.

‘ his ‘

Tom N Ey’o.
' mark. '

. ‘ ’his V

Henry i><i Cobham.
,Vmark. ‘ , ,1 .

John Eyo,
‘ his

Doctor N Eyo.
' "mark! " ‘

'his ‘ ' "
1Egbor>< Eyb,

mark; . 1,.

his

M'A'ntaiiio [>4 ‘Ydung; ' V ‘ i
‘ mark.
his

, Hogan M Bassy.

(Signed)

' ' ' mark. ‘ '

Egbo Bassey.
his ‘ ‘

Black NDaVies.
mark.
his

7 J01111 N Ephraim.
mark.

his

Jemmy N Henshaw.
mark.

his

Ephraim N Duke.
mark. ‘

his

Yellow {>4 Duke.
mark.
his

Adam M Archibong.
mark.

his '

Tabby N Tom.
mark. V
his

Egbo M Tom.
mark.

- his

Etim N Effiong.
mark.

his

Effiong N Ludiana.
. mark.

David King.
John Boco Cobham.’

his

Boco N Cobham.
mark.

Witnesses :

Wm. Anderson.
Samuel Edgerley.
Zerub. Baillie.
Archd. Heward, Surgeon.

his

Egho ix} Boyok.
marl .
his‘

Etim >4 Efi‘iong Esien.
mark.

John Duke.
his

laptain N Duke.
mark.

his

Esien N Ambo.
mark.
his

Basi ix} Henshaw Duke.
mark.

his
Thcimas M Hogan.

niark.
his

Ifiasi N Africa;
mark.

his
Egbo M Young Etim.

mark. '
his

' Tom N Effiong.
mark.

his

Egbo M Young Okun.
mark.

King War.
his

Little N Captain Duke.
mark. '

his

Ukse Etim M Duke.
mark.

, his

Ephraim ix! Henshaw Duke.
mark.
his

Ephraim >4 Etim Duke.
mark.

' his

Qfliong M Muneshu.
V mark.

Young Big Adam
his

Old M George.
mark.

his

Basi Duke N Antario.
mark.

- his

'Egbo N Jemmy.
mark.
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We, the. Undersigned, having been unable to be present at the meeting,
may, however, state that we believe the foregoing letter to express the unanimous
feelings of the chief people of Calabar, and we beg to express our hope that this
painful business may be peaceably and satisfactorily settled.

(Signed) ‘ ' HOPE M. WADDELL.
HUGH GOLDIE.

 

‘ Inclosure 4 in No. 88. y ,

The King and Chiq‘s of Duke Town, Old Calabar; to Consul Hutchinson. r I

Dear Sir, ' a Duke Town, Old Calabar, August 26, 1856’."
PALAVER come up for Captain Cuthbertson and Henshaw Duke. I beg

them Captains hold meeting with all white gentlemen and‘all' black gentlemen for
settle that palaver, and they no will; say they send for man~of~war. I send you
copy of book I send them, and I send you the book they send me. The mission—
aries saby how stand past all them Captains for river, and I beg them write book
send you tell you all things true; so I beg you no say nothing about bob, till
you read what them missionaries write to you. I saby they no will make lie,
because they be God men. ’

I am, your friend, _ '
his "(Signed) King Duke'Ephraim. . ‘ ' .' "

his (Slgned) Antlero N Duke.
Egbo N Tom. ‘ . mark. y

mark. ' . hlS , , .

i this , ' 132151 N Africa.
Antiero M Young Eyamba. mark} “ ‘ ' "'

mark. 1113 V
his .eiAdam N'Duke.

Ephraim N Duke. marh.
mark. v--}ns

Thomas Hogan. "E‘ffiong' N Loodiana.
his , mark.

'e . , ‘5 ..
Blackmgjkpaw s = Jemmy N Henshaw.

' ' ‘ his} ‘-’- mark.

am 'Ar hib . _ 1‘13 " ~Ad mil. ° ‘mg Basr >4 Henshaw Duke.
his ' 4 , max-kr

J hn N E hraim. _ ,.his, A
0 (mark. P Klng N-Wary 4

his mark.‘

Yellow N Duke;
mark. ‘

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 5 in No. 88.

The King dud Chiqfs of Duke Town, Old Calabar, to Consul Hutchinson. ’

Dear Sir, Duke qun, September 14, 1856.

WE, the Undersigned gentlemen of Duke Town, beg you to permit Mr.

Baillie and Mr. Anderson, missionaries, Duke Town, to tell you all that they

know about the palaver between Captain Cuthbertson and Henshaw Duke. Some

things we are fit to say ourselves, but there are other things which they know

more about than we do, and will be better able to explain.

We are, &c.
his 4 his

(Signed) King M Duke Ephraim. (Signed) Yellow N‘Duke.
mark. mark.

his his

Antario M Duke. Little Captain N Duke.
mark. mark.

‘ his , his

John N Ephraim. ' Ephraim M Henshaw.
mark. ' - mark.

' his ‘ his

Old N George. Antario M Young
mark. mark.

his his

Jemmy N Henshaw. Ephraim N Etim Duke.
mark. mark.

his 7 his

Tobby N Tom. Efliong N Muneshu.
mark. mark.

David King. v Young Big Adam.
. hi5 John Duke.

Ephraim N Duke. his
, ' m_ark- Basi N Henshaw Duke.

his mark.

Thomas N Hogan. his
mark- . rl‘v‘om N Oifiong.

hi5 _ mark.

Ekporyong N Etlm. his
. mark. Etim N Efiiong Duke.

1115 v mark.
Adam M Oku. . his

' mark; " Ofliong N Loodiana.
. hls . mark.

Captain N Duke. his
_maak. - Ekpinyong >4 Ekpo.

his mark.

Egho N Bo. his

mark- . Basi Duke N Antario.
, hls mark.

Ephraim N Nacunda. his
mark- . Egbo N Jemmy.

1‘“ ' V mark.
Egbo Young M Okun. his

his mark- Adam M Archibong.
, ‘ , mark.

32131 N Afrlca.
mark.

his
Ukse N Etim Duke.

' mark.
Witnesses: » .

(Signed) Thomas Hogan
David King.
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Inclosure 6 in No. 88. V

The King and Chiefs Qf Duke Town, Old Oalabar, to the Rev. Messrs. Anderson,
Edgerley, and Baillie.

Gentlemen, Duke Town, Old Calabar; August 26, 1856.
YOU saby all thing about them palaver for Captain Cuthbertson and

Henshaw Duke ; so all Duke Town gentlemen beg you to'write book send to
Consul, we friend, tell him proper how the thing stand. We no saby how to
write hook for white man. ‘ 7 .

We be your friends,
8' ned Kin D ke E hreim. his

( 1g ) g hi:1 * P (Signed) Antario N Duke.
Egbo N Tom. ' mark.

mark. . hls .
. his Bas1 N Africa.

Antario’ M Young. mark_.
mark.‘ h'5 ' .' ' his ' Adam N:Duke.

Ephraim N Duke. , math.
mark. ' hls . ‘ .

Thomas Hogan. Effiong N Loodlana.
his . miek.

' 15Blackmikpawes. Jemmy N Henshaw.

his h-mntk. v

' IS ' '

Adammifikhrchlbong. Basi N Henshaw Duke.
his mihk.

‘ lsJohumzjk-Ephralm. King N ‘War.

his , mark.

Yellow N Duke.
mark.

 

' Inclosure 7 in No. 88.

The Rev. Messrs. Anderson, Edgerley, and Baillie, to Consul Hutchihson.

Duke Town Mission House, Old C'dlahar,Dear Sir, August 27, 1856. .
AT the request of King Duke Ephraim and the gentlemen of Duke Town,we beg leave to lay before you a plain statement of facts in reference to a matter ‘Which is exciting a-good deal of interest here, and Which will be brought before _your notice through another channel. We trust that you will not‘consider itpresumptuous or officious in us 'to comply'with the request of the Duke Towngentlemen, We feel assured that it is your earnest desire to do what is rightbetween man and man, and that yOu Will not blame us for ascertaining andcommunicating to you such facts as may aid you in forming a judgmentonan itlnportant matter, in connection with those for whose benefit weare spendingour 1ves. ' ‘ ' _ . '
In reference to the affair between the supercargoes in the river and thepeople of Duke Town, we beg to request your attention to the following ‘statements before you pronounce judgment :-'- ' ‘ "
l. The quarrel between Captain Cuthbertson and Henshaw Duke, inreference to a WOman who is generally understood to be a.“ friend” or ooncubineof Captain Cuthbertson, is of several months’ standing, so that magiste‘rial. Interference, if deemed necessary, might have been resorted to on‘your last Visitto this river. ,, , , ‘ ‘ - '. 2. During the last fortnight or three weeks, Captain Cuthbertson has fourtunes committed an assault on Henshaw Duke in his’ow’n house.‘ Captain C.
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has frequently gone into [Henshaw’s house; and sometimes, on seeing that

attendants were at hand, he has talked‘ to Henshaw in a friendly manner, and

gone away; but when he has found Henshaw unattended, he has, four times,

“cursed” him, and struckhim both with his fist and his stick. You know Henshaw

Duke, and are aware that he is not only a lame, feeble-bodied person, but one
of the most harmless persons in Duke Town; he is no match for such as

Captain C. He is, probably, the last man in Duke Town to whom any

honourable man would lift either cudgel or fist. ‘
3. The last assault committed by Captain C. was on the morning of the

23rd instant, when he found Henshaw alone—save that his wife was by him—
and struck him a heavy blow with his stick on the head. The ‘blOw appears to
have been within a hairbreadth of totally ruining the right eye. That stroke
caused a considerable effusion of blood. On a previous occasion, when Captain
C. was maltreating Henshaw, he declared to him that he (Captain C.) Would not
restsatisfied till he should have him killed. One great aggravation of Captain
C.’s conduct, in the eye of the Calabarese, is, that Henshaw is not in his debt—
“ does not owe him one flint.”

4. On the evening of Saturday, the 23rd instant, when a number of
Henshaw’s friends. were [with him, no doubt condoling with him on account of
what had transpired, the eye began to bleed afresh. The sight of the blood, and
the knowledge possessed by the young men as to the brutal treatment to which
he had been subjected, so excited them, that a few of them sallied from the
house into the town, with the View of giving Captain C. a few smart blows,
should they fall in with him; as a sort of satisfaction for the injuries inflicted 011
their kinsman.

5. The young men did fall in with Captain 0., and inflicted several smart
blows On his person (chiefly posteriorly) with canes or small sticks. He ran
into Egbo Bassy’s yard, and was put by Egbointp his women’s yard, till he
(Egbo) had scolded and dismissed the young men. We have heard, on what
seems to us good authority, that the wounds inflicted by the young men are
very slight, “ a mere scratch or two.”

6. To describe the affair as an “ outrageous attempt at the murder of
Captain C.,” as we observe is done by the Captains in their letter to King Duke
of the 20th. instant, appears to us to be simply absurd and ridiculous. We know
all the facts of the case, probably better than the Captains do, and declare our
firm belief that “ murder ” was not attempted—was never for a moment contem-
plated by any native concerned in the business. _

7 .‘ Had there been any real attempt. to murder any European, We, for our
own sakes, would have been ready to petition you for redress ;.and we cannot
help thinking that in such a case we would have been asked to join others in
representing the matter to you.

8. King Eyo and Duke Ephraim have both written to the River gentlemen,
pr0posing that a meeting of all the gentlemen in the country, both White and
black, be held for the settlement of theafi‘air, but the River gentlemen have
declined the proposal. They prefer sending ‘for you and a man-of-war. We

' think that they have“ put the case into good hands in submitting it to you. All
that is left for us to desire is, that you will give no decision in the case till you
inform yourself of all the facts necessary ,to be known, in order to “ a righteous ‘
judgment.” , , a

4 9. It appears to us, from What we know of the state of matters generally,
that there is a dispOsitionin some quarters to "interpret the Treaty made when
you were last here, as a license to white men to perpetrate any outrage they
chooselon the natives of Old Calabar, and as a preventive to the natives taking
any action whatever, even in self—defence. ‘ . V

10.- We would [call your attention to the fact, that a letter sent by King
Eye to the supercargoes and missionaries, yesterday, requesting a meeting for
the settlement of the affair, was intercepted by the River gentlemen, and has
not reached us. The' interception of a letter from the King of the country to
public parties, on the public business of the countr-y—for surely this is no
“ trade palaver”—-—has rather a suspicious look; and we cannot avoid the cenclu-
sion that, had ' the matter under consideratiOn been of such a nature as is fitted
to undergo a testing examination, the proposal of the two chief men in the
country would have been accepted by the gentlemen of the River;

-, Requesting your consideration of the above statements before you decide the
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matter, and With fervent wishes that in this, and, in all the other perplexing
duties to which you are called, you may be guided by wisdom from above, we
are, &c.

(Signed) WM. ANDERSON.
SAMUEL EDGERLEY.
ZERUB. BAILLIE.

 

Inclosure 8 in No 88.

Consul Hutchinson to Lieutenant dc Robecka

Sir, “Myrmidon,” Old Oalabar, September 15, 1856.
DEEMING it my duty,‘in order to make a proper investigation into the

matters connected with the assault on Captain Cuthbertson, to have the chief
aggressors here; and they setting the King of Calabar’s authority at defianoe,
by refusing to come on board; I have to request that you will keep the two men
which are here as prisoners on board this ship, until the other culprits are
forthcoming for trial. ‘

, I have, &c.
(Signed) THOS.’ J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure 9 in No. 88.

King Dulce Ephraim to Consul Hutchinson.

I Dear Sir, Duke Town, Old Calabar, September 15, 1856.
I BEG you to do something to stop white men from going into the houses

of Calabar men and knocking them. Some Calabar men afraid that when youleave the river Captain Cuthbertson go back to Henshaw’s house, and knockhim, and bring up new palaver. You white men have fashion to bind men to
keep the peace, so I beg you to do this, and no let palaver come up again.

All gentlemen beg you to do this. ' '
I am, &c.

- his

(Sigaed) KING DUKE N EPHRAIM.
*' ‘ ' ' * ‘ ' mark.

' Witnesses: ‘ ‘
(Signed) JAMES HADDISON:

his ' ,

ANTIERO N YOUNG EYAMBA.
mark. ‘

 

Inclosure 10 in No. 88. .

Bond. .

7 I, THOMAS JOSEPH HUTCHINSON, Her Britannic Majesty’sConsulfor theBight of Biafra, through virtue of the power vested in me by hergracmus Majesty’s Commission, “ to do and execute, from time to time, all andevery act and acts: thing and things, which I may, lawfully do and execute.and which may advance, increase, and be for the benefit of trade and mutualcommerce between our dominions and the territories” within my jurisdiction,
do hereby, in consequence of repeated assaults made ‘by, Captain Joseph Cuth-bertson on Henshaw Duke; and in compliance with a request made to me bypuke EPhraim, King of Duke Town, bind over the said Captain Joseph Cuthabertso‘n m a penalty of one hundred pounds (1001.), to keep the peace towardsall traders and others resident within the 01d Calabar territoryhduring the timeof his stay on board a ship in this river‘
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Giveh under my hahd and seal, on board Her Majesty’s steam—ship

“Myrmidon,” this nineteenth day of September, one thousand eight hundred

and fiftycsix.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON,

Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul.

 

Inclosure 11 in No. 88.

Guarantee.

“Myrmidon,” Old Calabar Riper, September 20, 1856.

WE, King Ey’o and King Duke Ephraim, hereby guarantee that twenty

puncheons of palm oil Will be handed over to the fungi of the Equity Court, and

all his Egbo titles taken from Henshaw Duke as a punishment for hls (Henshaw

Duke’s) late attaek on Captain Cuthbertson, to be paid and effected by the time
ofxthe Consul’s next visit. .

‘ (Signed) KING EYO HONESTY.‘
KING DUKE EPHRAIM.

Witnesses:
(Signed) H. 'J. DE ROBECK, Lieutenant, Commanding Her

Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Myrmidon.”
JOHN S. MORGAN, “ Paramatta.”
JAMES K. STRAW, “Hunts.”
WM. HEARN, “Abeona.”
JOSEPH CUTHBER’I‘SON, “Africa.”
EDWARD DAVIES, “ Calabar.”
T. L. W. G. STERN, “Eendmgt.”

 

No. 89.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Reccived November 8.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando .Po', Septemberv24, 1856'.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Code of Bye-laws'for the regu-
lation of trading matters between the British supercargoes and the native traders
at Old Calabar, which I deemed it expedient to sanction during my recent visit
to that river, in Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Myrmidoh.”

With this' I also inclose to your Lordship adOCument, granting a piece of
ground which was made over to me by King Duke Ephraim, without any
purchase, or solicitation, or threat, on my part, to obtain 'it from him, for the
purpose of building an Equity Court. I deemed it expedient to accept of it, as
Well because a house, which was , purchased from a Chief, named Egbo Jack, by
British supercargoes, formerly stood on that spot of land, and was. used as a
place of meeting for evening’s recreations, as because I deemed his offering it to
me to be in the. light of my sanctioning a security that white and black men
might meet there, without danger of the latter being arrested by the former.
The natives of Old Calabar are not a race of people who can be expected to jump
at once to the bestowal of their confidence in the executive authority of any class
of men who have so long treated them as I regret to say the former class of
supercargoes at Old‘ Calabar have done ; and although I assured the Kings that
the byeélaws I'had just sanctioned were to do away with the iniquitous code of

' making one man accountable for debts contracted by another, I deemed it judicious
not to refuse the grant, as I thought all the Chiefs would have more *faith in a
Court there than on board a merehant—ship. .

I must beg of your Lordship, in analysing the twenty-five Articles of this
Code, to bear in mind the peculiar condition of commerce in this river, and to
believe that there are some of them that I would not have sanctioned, were it
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not my determination to watch over their administration with attention. In
the first place, there is now an immense amount of goods out on trust : the
practice of giving it indiscriminately for the future—nnd one which I believe to
have been very much fostered by the former objectionable Code—it is intended
to try to limit by the nineteenth Article. The twelfth Article has been inserted
chiefly to prevent the Sierra Leone men resident on the Mission premises from
shipping oil to England, as they sometimes (10, and Which oil is virtually the
property of the British superCargoes, who bring out vessels and cargoes at great
expense. Goods are paid for this 011 1n trust, before it is delivered to the super-
cargoes contracting with the natives. . V "

The eighteenth Article was agreed to unanimously by the Kings and Chiefs,
after I had read it over to them more than once ; and though I represented to
the supercargoes that I did not think detaining a man on board- a ship as
prisoner would enable him to pay his debts, they were of a contrary opinion; and
so I succumbed, more especially 'as your Lordship will observe by Article 6
that all cases of appeal are to be suspended, in the action of judgment, till my
next visit or communication. The system of giving bills, as in Articles 20
and 21, is adopted in imitation of the Bonny Equity Court, whose proceedings
are carried on in a manner that is highly creditable to its members.

When I add that goods are now in the hands of the natives forlan amount
of' debt exceeding a year and whalf’s produce of the country, I trust your
Lordship will allow for the many difficulties that stand in the way‘of the super-
cargoes towards adopting a-more perfect code. V i ,

I quite agree with the supercargoes of Bonny and Old Calabar, of the neces-
sity there exists of having 'a man-of-war placed here for my more frequent Visits
to the rivers within my jurisdiction; from Clarence to Lagos, the only place
near this where, men—of-war are permanently stationed, at distance of 383 miles
interyenes. All the communication which can be effected between this place
and the latter, is by the maiLsteamer once a~month; men-of-war only touch
here when they are in want of Goals.

Your Lordship will, I trust, observe‘from this the unsatisfactory position of
a Consul for the Bight of Biafra, whose jurisdiction extends over 3 Coast extent
of nearly 500 miles, into» which twenty—eight rivers empty themselves.-

I have, &c.
(Signed) ’ ' THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure l in No. 89.,

Bye-Laws.

ATameeting of the British supercargoes and native traders, resident at Old
Calabar, held on board Her Majesty’s steam—V-essel “Myrmidon, Lieutenant
Commanding Hastings St. John de Robeck, R.N., the following Code of Bye-
laws for the better regulation of trading matters between the parties hereunto
subscribing, was unanimously greed to, and sanctioned by Thomas Joseph
Hutchinson, Esquire, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Biafra' and the Island of Fernando Po :—

Article '1. That an Equity Court be established in the Old Calabar country,'
to keep in their integrity the following hye-laws and regulations, and that the
Court shall consist of all the supercargoes, a corresponding number of the chief
traders of the locality being admitted at each meeting to hear the decisions of
the Court, whose Kings only shall have a vote in the proceedings.

Art. 2. That these laws now entered into be complied with and respected by
supercargoes absent from the river, or afterwards to be here; and any native
traders, who shall come up,» to be bound by them also ; and that a majority of
Votes at each meeting have the deciding power on any subject broughtbefore
them, the chairman’s vote being equal to two. L

Art. 3.. That this body have a monthly sitting, unless in special cases to be
summoned at any time; that a supercargo, each in his turn according to seniority,
be elected chairman for a month; and that a report of each meeting be forwardedto Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po.
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Art. 4. That the proposed Court-house be erected at the joint expense of

the supercargoes now trading in the river, on the ground Where Whitehall once

stood, to be considered British property, and under the protection of Her

Britannic Majesty’s Consul.

Art. 5. That in case of non-payment of just debts by the native chiefs and

traders, after the customary notice be given to them by the Equity Court, the

supercargoes refuse as a body to take any oil from the debtors, until the ship

first ready to go out be settled with, and that each snpercargo bind himself to

give intimation to the chairman of any oil being offered.

Art; 6. That any one member of' the Court have the power to make an

appeal against its decisions, the hearing of which is to be deferred, and action of

judgment suspended, till the Consul’s next Visit or communication ; and that if on

examining this appeal it be found frivolous or invalid, the appellants are to be

fined, at the discretion of the Court, not less than twenty or more than sixty

pieces of cloth.

Art. 7. That this Court shall apply the fines levied by it, to the expense of

the erection, and keeping in order, of the Court-house,‘ or otherwise, as the Court

asSembled may think fit; that the fines of palm oil be handed over to the ship

next in rotation for going out, her supercargo paying the worth thereof in

coppers to the chairman, who is treasurer for the time being, and who cannot be

at any time in the position of getting the oil for his own ship.

Art. 8. That any supercargo or native after receiving a formal notice to

appear at the Court at the time fixed for meeting (twp hours grace being given),

refusing to attend, thereby setting at defiance the laws of the Court, shall be

fined in the amount of twenty pieces of cloth, unless he can show clear cause

for his absence.

Art. 9. That in the event of any native trader attempting to evade the

penalty of the Court, by non-appearance or otherwise, and notice of such a

defaulter being sent to all the traders and supereargoes in the river, such

traders and supercargoes are hereby bound under the penalty of 100 crews of

good palm oil, to forbid such defaulter coming to his ship for trade, or any

other pretence whatever, and if necessary the final settlement of the case to
await the arrival ofHer Britannia Majesty’s Consul.

Art. 10. That any native refusing to pay any fine that may be inflicted by

this Court, shall be stopped from going on board any ship in the river, either

for trade or any other purpose, and any supercargo refusing to pay a fine shall
be denied the privileges of the Equity Court.

Art. 11. That all‘ future comeys be paid to King Eyo Honesty and Duke

Ephraim only, two-thirds to the former, and one third to the latter, and that

the rate of comey be twenty eoppers per register ton; and if at any time the

supercargo of a ship, after having paid or tendered the usual comey for the

privilege of trading, can prove that the trade of his ship has been stopped, either

directly or indirectly, upon any pretext Whatever (although no compulsory trust

is to be allowed), the Kings are to be held responsible for such stoppage, and
must pay one puncheon of saleable palm oil per day, for each 100 tons register

to the said ship, as compensation for the loss incurred. The said oil to be paid
within seven days, after such stoppage shall have been made, and to continue to
be paid as long as the trade of any such ship shall be stepped.

Art. 12. That no man can be recognized as a legitimate trader in the
country unless he pay, through the Court, a comey of 20,000 coppers
per annum, for the privileges of purchasing and a shipping oil, and that
persons who may attempt trading Without paying such comey, shall be liable to
have their oil seized as smuggled produce, and delivered to the supercargo next
in rotation to leave the river, be giving to the King an acknowledgment in book
or books for debts to the like amount due to him.

Art. 13. That all comey be tendered on the arrival of a vessel in the river,
and it not accepted, the. snpereargo may commence trade immediately, such
comey to be pald 1n cargo, and by said ship when subsequently demanded.
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Art. 14. That the existing regulations respecting cask-houseslbe held in

force, and the King Eye and King Duke Ephraim shall prohibit any of their
subjects, under any pretence Whatever, from entering any of the cask—houses
withOut a written order from the white trader to whom the cask-hOuse belongs :
if they do so, they are liable‘to be arrested and brought before the Court, which
shall fine them or those to whom they belong, and if any supercargo can prove
that his cask-house has been illegally entered or broken into by any of the
natives, and any property stolen therefrom, King Eye and King Duke Ephraim
shall make good all such loss themselves.

Art. 15. That British subjects having any complaint against the natives ofOld Calabar, will bring his or their complaint before the Kings, Chiefs, and
supercargoes assembled at the Court, and they hereby promise to redress any
such grievance by- punishing the ofi'enders;and if any British subject shalt
maltreat anative, he shall also be punished by a Court assembled for that
purpose.

Art. 16, That after the comey has been paid or tendered to the Kings,
every trader shall be allowed to trade in his own name, and neither the Kingnor any other trader is entitled to exact any other comey whatever.

Art. 17. That in the event of the Kings or any other of the traders
making any agreement to take goods from ashlp at a certain rate, all such
agreements shall be perfectly binding; and in case the goods agreed upon arenot paid for withintbe time specified, such goods shall be forfeited, and the oil
be considered due, as though the goods had actually been paid : such oil not paid
during the ship’s stay in the river to be deducted from the comey of the said ship
on a future voyage, or from that of any other ship in the same employ.

Art. 18. That in the event of any natiVe trader failing to pay his debt inthe time awarded by the Conrt of Equity, that the said native trader shall be
delivered up by the King and Chief's as a prisoner, until such time that his debts
be paid, unto the supercargo so demanding the said native trader on board
his ship. . '

Art. 19. That any native trader contracting debt after these laws shall
have come into force, must show to the satisfaction of the Court that he is in a
position, and intends, to pay his present debt before he shall be called upon topay the debt subsequently contracted. ‘

Art. 20. That those natives Who are at present guarantee for others, be 'held responsible for the debt of the parties whom they have guaranteed; and thatfor the future all trust shall he give out in bills, payable at such time as thecontractors may agree upon.

Art. 21. That no such bills are to be considered invalid in any way orshape, and are to be paid under the supervision of the Court. '

Art. 22. That all parties who shall not have paid their just debts con-tracted for, shall be posted in the Equity Court on the departure of the vessel toWhich they should have paid those debts, and that any supercargo giving trustto such an individual after his being posted, shall beydenied the aid of the EquityCourt to recover his debt. ' . , _ _,
‘ Art. 23. That in the event of the death of a native trader owing debtstoa ship 01' ships, if his successor be not of age, or otherwise unfit, that an orderfrom the Court shall empower the King and Chiefs to take Charge Of ‘the

Pltopel‘ty, and to pay all debts that maybe due to the s'upercargoe‘s, and that theKing and Chiefs become responsible ; no native debt being allowed to be paiduntil all the ‘debts due to supercargoes be discharged; 7 7’

Art. 24. ‘ That in case a native trader shall . be absent, from design or
otherwise, the Court shall order the King and Chiefs to send for'him, "and that
flight days be allowed as a maximum time for his appearanCe, after which theKing and Chief's shall be fined in the amount of twenty pieces of cloth for everyseven days until the said absentee be produced. ‘ ' i ‘

CLASS B.
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Art. 25‘ That these laws be considered the existing laws between British

supercargoes and the native traders at Old Calabar, and all former. codes shall
be by these abolished.

,Ratified under my hand and seal on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship
“Myrmidon,” in the Old Calabar river, this nineteenth day of September, one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-six. '

, (Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, Her Britannia
Afajesty’s Consul.

WM. HEARN, “Abeona.”
JAMES K. STRAVV, “Hunts.”
JOSEPH CUTHBERTSON, “Africa.”
T. L. W. G. STERN, “Eendragt.”
EDWARD DAVIES, “Calabar.”
JOHN S. MORGAN, “Paramutta.”
KING EYO HONESTY.
KING DUKE EPHRAIM.
JOHN EYO.

his

HENRY >4 CQBHAM.
mark.
his

HOGAN V N BASSY.
mark.

hl

ANTARIO >3? YOUNG.
h‘ mark.
ls

JOHN M ARCHIBONG.
mark.

hi

ADAM NS ARQHIBONG.
mark.

his
EPHRAIM N DUKE.

mark.
Witnesses:

(Signed) H. J. DE ROBECK, Lieuteflant, Commanding Her
- Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Myrmidon.”

FEEDC. KIRKHAM, Second Master.

 

lnclosure 2 in No. 83.

Grant of Landfor erection of Courthouse at Duke Town.

September 20, 1856.
_ BE it known to all whom it may concern, that I, Duke Ephraim, reigningng of Puke Town, in the 01d Calabar country, dd by these presents makeover, a§s1gn,' and demise unto Thomas Joseph Hutchinson, Esquire, HerBntamnc Majesty’s Consul for the Bight 0f Biafi‘a, and to his succe5501~sin thesame (?epartment of Her Majesty’s service, that piece of ground in Duke Townon Whlch the house called Whitehall formerly stood, being in extent about fourhundred square yards, or thereabouts. v ,' . And I, the said Duke Ephraim, herewith grant full power and liberty to theButtsh supercargoes at Old Calabar to erect‘on the said ground a house for anEqulty Court _and place‘of' meeting, to make stronger the ties of friendship andtrade transactlons between them and the natives of Old Calabar.And I hereby state, in presence of the officers of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ MyrmiQon,” the supercargoes of the Old Calabar river, King Eye, and.the traders of thls country, that I make this gift of my own free will and consent,
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without any offer of reward, purchasea bribe, or because of any threat, but
entirely in the spirit aforesaid. ‘

(Signed) KING DUKE EPHRAIM.
Witnesses: ‘

(Signed) KING EYO HONESTY. ‘
H. J. DE ROBECK, Lieutenant, Commanding Her

filajesty’s steam-vessel “ Myrmz'don.”
JOHN S. MORGAN, “Paramatta.”
JAMES K. STRAW, "Hunts.”

’ EDWARD DAVIES, “C'alabar.”
WM. HEARN, “Abeona.”
JOSEPH CUTHBERTSON, “Africa.”
T. L. W. G. STERN, “Eendragt.”

 

Inclosul'e 3 in No. 89.

The Supercargoes of Old Calaba'r River to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, , Old Calabar River, September 20, 1856.

WE feel very great pleasure in returning our united thanks for your
sanction of the establishment of an Equity Court, to carry out the regulations

1 you have approved of, and which we hope will lead to a more prosperous condi-
tion of our trade in this river, than has for a long time existed. We confess
ourselves convinced, from your arguments, that the mode of confining one man
as a hostage, or taking his goods in payment of a debt due by another, deserved
the censure of our Government; hut-you are aware that such a rule had been in
existence in this river long before we came to trade here. ‘

We respeotfully beg of you to lay before Her Majesty’s Government
our opinion of the necessity that exists of having a man-of-war permanently
stationed at Fernando Po, as we believe it essential that you should visit us
more frequently than you can do under the present arrangements. It is new
four weeks since the occurrence of this unfortunate affair, Which you have so
fully and so impartially investigated, and the suspension of our trade durin
that time has amounted to the united loss of from 10,000l. to 12,000l. The
presence of a man—of—war steamer at your disposal, will, we feel confident, tend
to place our trade on such a sure basis as Will give security to the large amount
of capital that we, and the other supercaI-goes of the Bight 0f Biafra, are placed
here to represent. ’ '

Earnestly begging that you will lay this matter before the Government, and
hoping for its success, we have, 810. , '

(Signed) EDWARD DAVIES, “ Calabar.”
' t. WM. HEARN, “Abeona.”

JOSEPH CUTHBER’I‘SON, “Africa.”
JAMES K. STRAW, “Hunts.”
T. L. W. G. STERN, “Eendragt.”
JOHN S. MORGAN, f‘Pammatta.”

 

No. 90. ,

Consul Hutchinson t0 the Earl of Clrtreitdon.é(Received November 8.)

My Lord, ‘ Clarence; Fernando Po, September 27, .1856;
' I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of August 12, approving of my having furnished Don Miguel
Martinez y Sanz, the chief of the Roman Catholic mission sent by the-Spanish
Government to the islands in the Gulf of Guinea, with the documents requested
by him, in order to protect the schooner “ Leonor " from, molestatiOn by British
cruizers on the mission on which she was about to'proeeed to Annabon.

I have, 8w. ‘ .
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.
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No. 91.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Recez'ved November 8.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernandq P0, September 29, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of 13th August, approving of my proceedings relative to complaints
against Duke Ephraim on account of his stopping all communication Wlth the
Missionary Settlements, because the missionaries refused to surrender three
persons Who had taken refuge with them in order to avoid the ordeal of the
poison-nut.

Your Lordship’s approval, contained in the same despatch, of the Agreement
signed by Commodore Adams and myself with the King and Chiefs of Old
Cavlabar; with the view to prevent the molestation of British subjects, affords me
gratification.

I have, &0.
(Signed) THQS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 92.

I Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendonn—(Received November 8.) I

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, September 29, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of 23rd August, referring to the subject of my despatch of 24th
June; Which inclosed a letter addressed by the Sierra Leone people resident on
the Mission premises at Duke Town, Old Calabar, complaining that Captain
Edward Davies, supercargo of the ship “Ca1abar,” had been endeavouring to
incite the Chiefs to drive them out of the Settlement, by representations that if
this were not done, they would eventually expel the Chiefs and take possession of
their country.

I quite agree with the Rev. Mr. Anderson, that the reason assigned for the
ill-will of the supercargoes towards them is the fact of their being engaged in the
palm oil trade on their own account ; and I await With anxiety your Lordship’s
promised answer to my question, as to whether Sierra Leone men established at
Old Calabar are entitled to protection as British subjects.

Your Lordship’s statement that “ Her Majesty’s Government learn with
satisfaction the growing disposition of the natives to embark in legitimate trade,
and desire that all due encouragement and protection should be given to them,”
affords me peculiar satisfaction; for I cannot conceive that any nation of men
have a better right to avail themselves of the resources of African industry than
those who are natiVFas of its soil.

I deem it necessary to mention to your Lordship, that the Sierra Leone
residents have no dealings with the supercargoes, and the only offence they give,
is by shipping oil in the mail-steamers to England, which the supercergoes claim
as their own.

I shall take care to report any illegal or arbitrary acts committed by the
supercargoes, and to inform them that I am instructed to do so.

On my next visit to Old Calabar, I shall obey your Lordship’s instructions
by insisting strongly, in the name of Her Majesty’s Government, on the discon-
tinuance of the barbarous system of Egbo flogging.

I, have, &c. '
(Signed) THOS. ‘J. HUTCHINSON.
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No. 93.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, November 17. 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 29th of September last, stating,

with reference to the arbitrary and illegal conduct of the supercargoes towards
the Sierra Leone residents at Old Calabar, that the only-ofl'ence these latter give
the supercargoes is, by shipping oil on their own account in the mail-steamers to
England; and I have to instruetyou to continue to afford every proper encourage-
ment to the native traders.

I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 94.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 9.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, October 20, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter I received from

the Old Calabar river, per boat, Which was sent over here on business afeW days
after the last mail—steamer left Fernando Po for England.

By the same conveyance I returned an answer which I trust your Lordship
will approve of. and believe my assurance that ‘I would not trouble your
Lordship with the perusal of documents of this kind, but that I feel convinced
they Will show more of the peculiar conditions of commercial mattens in the
rivers within my jurisdiction, than could be gleaned from any other source.

In trading stations like those of the Bight of Biafra, where, in consequence
of there. being no permanent British residents save the missionaries, it is
impossible for me to recommend to Her Majesty’s Government the appointment
of Vice-Consuls, I deem it expedient to sanction the formation of Equity Courts,
for the double purpose mentioned in my reply to the letter from the supercargoes
of Bonny (of which your Lordship has approved), as well ‘as to that from Old
Calabar, namely, to generate a feeling of confidence among the natives towards
the white men, and a corresponding sentiment of friendly relation in the
transactions of the supercargoesamongst one another; {both of which, I regret
to say,.have been too long out of existence, more especially amongst the traders
of' Old Calabar. _ . . ‘ ' , ‘

\Vhenyl inform your Lordship, that at the Iast-mentioned place everyveighthv
day is grand Egbo day, on Which the masked man goes about—suppOsed to bee.
spirit summoned from the woods, and bearing assumption of a sylvan character
by carrying a branch of a tree in the hand not engaged With the whipV—it may be .inferred what an injury must, be done to trade, when it is known that the slaveclass who come under the Egbo ban are the most active and most honest traders
0f the whole community.

Your Lordship will observe that at the conclusion of my letter to the
supercargoes, I gave them to understand that my assistance would 'be given tothem only on condition of their confining themselves to lawful practices in their
dealings witlr the natives. ,

I must confess myself in anxious expectation that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment willnot disapprove of the Bye-laws for the government of the Equity
Court. '

I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) THOS. ,J. HUTCHINSON.
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Inclosure l in No. 94.

The Supercargaes of Old Calabar River to Conaul Hutchinson.

Sir, Old Calaba'r River, October 4, 1856.
. WE did not intend permitting you to depart from Old Calabar river with—

Out conveying to you our warmest thanks, and the expression of our most
sincere admiration of the dignified manner in which you conducted the
proceedings which brought you up here. But we avail ourselves of the opportu—
nity of doing so now, and from your long acquaintance With the peculiarities of
our trade in this river, we feel fully confident that under the government of the
Equity Court, whose formation you have sanctioned, our trading connections
With the natives Will soon assume a more healthy condition than they have done
before ; and we unite in wishing you success in all the administrative duties of
your office, Which you seem so well qualified to strengthen and adorn.

We are, &c. .
(Signed) WM. HEARN, “ Abecna.”

JOSEPH CU'I‘HBERTSON, “Africa.”
EDWARD DAVIES, “ Calabar.”
JAMES. K. STRAW, “ Hunts.” .
T. L. W. G; STERN, “ Eendmgt.”
JOHN S. MORGAN, “Paramatta.”

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 94.

Coniul Hutchinson to the Supercargoes of Old Calabar River.

Gentlemen, Clarezzce, Fernando Po, October 8, 1856.
YOUR letter of the 4th October gives me more pleasure from the senti-

ments it expresses of your confidence in the establishment of your Equity Court,
than from the high and unmerited, compliments you pay to myself. True, I
have been longer acquainted with the peculiarities of your trade than With
those of any other river in Western Africa, and, therefore, I should feel doubly
intsrested in the prosperity of your commercial dealings with the native
tra ers.

I trust you will not be offended with me for saying, that ever since my first
Visit to Old Calabar river in 1850, I have lamented the deficiencyof commercial
morality which I saw existing between the supercargoes and the natives. I
know very well that the present body of supercargoes is not to blame for bye-
Iaws and regulations that were sanctioned and put into practice by their
Predecessors ; and although I believe that reform of ()1d abuses cannot be efl'ected
1n a day, I give it to you candidly, as my opinion, that the establishment of
Equity Courts, suéh as that which you have just formed, seem to me to be the
most effectual means of generating a feeling of confidence betWeeu your body
and the natives, and a more healthy condition of commercial amity between
yourselves than has hitherto existed.

. And let me assure you, as a point of my belief, that without simultaneous and
sympathetic action in trading matters, things will always be at odds and ends
amongst yOu. I do not wish men unanimous in their private tastes and habits,
for without difference of sentiments and sensations, the world of creation would ,not go round so harmoniously as it does ; but for examples in commercial
unanimity, look at the corn exchanges, the stock exchanges, the whole series ofmercantile communities at home, and you will see that they are governed and
kept in prosperity by the unanimity of their members. Let it not be said that,
in the infantile trade of Africa, the elements of discord are your upholding prop;
for depend upOn it these elements have not an invigorating nor enduring
power.

The peculiar position in which you are placed of having so many thousandpounds’ worth of goods out on trustwith the natives has induced me to assent toa few provisions in the Code of Bye—Iaws for the government of your Equity
Court that I ,would not otherwise have sanctioned; but ‘I trust that time will do
away with the necessity for these (Articles 18 and 22), because it is my firm
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conviction that you Will find yourselves in a more independent position, and
your employers’ property less liable to be sacrificed, if you do not. allow the
natives to take credit from you to such a large amount as they have hitherto
done.

The same advice as I have given to the Bonny supercargoes, not to meddle
with the superstitions 01‘ domestic broils of the natives, I give to you. On all
matters in which the brutality of Egbo law interferes With your commerce, I
would advise you to appeal to me; for trading can never assume prosperity in any
country where such an abominable institution exists ; and it is my duty to
protect you from its evil influence. Were there ‘no other reason for my opposi-
tion to it than the fact that a man tried and condemned by Egbo is doomed to
have all the property and slaves in his possession, Whether they behis own or
not, divided as a prey amongst its high-priests, I would deem it an obligation on
me to oppose its codes. But When I see that Egbo affords no protection to
British life or property, and that it is a system maintained to keep the slave
population in subjection by the grossest brutality, I am equally justified in trying
to suppress it. _ .

As many of your best and most honest traders are of the latter class—slaves,
you will be glad to hear that I have received instructions from Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs “ to insist strongly, in the name
of Her Majesty’s Government, on the discontinuance of the barbarous custom of
permitting a masked man to go about the town on Egbo days With the liberty to
whip all the slaves~men, women, and children—whom he may meet.”

Ishall watch with interest and attention oyer the grbwth of “the more
healthy condition ” of trading matters, which you anticipate from the Equity
Court, and shall at all times bewilling to give you my assistance by “ every lawful ”
means in securing you, and the merchants Whom you represent, from loss by the
dishonesty of the natives.

I have, &c.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 95).

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received December 9.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, NoveMber 20, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, copy of a letter I had addressed

to King Duke Ephraim, of? Duke Town, Old Calabar, previous to my last visit
to that river. , ’

'When all the members of the Equity Court, With the Kings and Chiefs of
Old Calabar, were assembled at the Palaver-house, I intrbduced the suhject to
their notice, and requested that the latter would inform me what answer to my
communication on the Egbo flogging they wished me to convey to Her Majesty’s
Government. - ' ,

A lengthened conference took place. among them, and'at the end King
Eyo said, he was commissioned by all the head men to tell me that obedience to ,
their laws could not be kept up without this practice, which he gave mye‘to
understand was the-zprop and pillar of Egbo authority in Old Calabar. He
further added, that the cruelty of it is not as much as it is repreSented, becauSe
an Egbo bell is tolled a few hours before Iyampe (the masked man) goes on his,
rounds, so as to warn the slave population to be outrof the way. * . , 7 '

then your Lordship recalls to mind that nearly tWo-thirds, of the popula;
tion of Africa are still slaves, it may be imagined what a diIfiCulty there exists in
impressing on those who constitute the goVerning power the fight of liberty,
and the wrong of tyrannic compulsion to serfdom. -

' I have,' 8w. '
' (Signed) "THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.
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Inelosure in No. 95.

Consul Hutchinson to King Duke Ephraim.

Sir, Clarence, Fernando Po, October 20, 1856.

I HAVE to acquaint you that I received, last month, by the mail—steamer
“ Niger,” 3 desPatch from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Afi'airs, in which his Lordship instructs me, “ on the occasion of my next visit
to Old Calabar, to insist strongly, in the name of Her Majesty’s Government,
on the discontinuance of the barbarous custon of a masked man going about the
town on Egbo days, with liberty to whip all the slaves—men, women, and
children—whom he may meet.”

I cannot command words to convey to you my ahhorrence of such a
practice as this, as well from its barbarous inhumanity as from its doing such a
material injury to trade; and I would give you a friendly advice, with the
commands of my Government, to discontinue it, as your country never can get
better, in a moral, social, humane, or religious condition, so long as it is
sanctioned or tolerated by you.

I have, &c.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 96.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—LReceived December 9.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, November 3, 1856.
I, HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of September 22, approving of my having addressed two letters to the
supercargoes at Cameroons, one in disapprobation of Captain Babington’s having
detained two elephant’s teeth, the propertyof Young King, for a debt due by
King Acqua; the other, communicating the refusal of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment to guarantee the immunity and undisturbed possession of the Court-house
and of the ground on Which it is to be built.

I have, &c.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 97.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 9.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fm‘nando Po, November 3, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of September 22, approving of my determination not to interfere in the
affairs of the Old Calabar supercargoes until I had received from them a distinct
assurance that they would abandon the mischievous practices disapproved ofby
Her Majesty’s Government, of detaining natives as hostages for other persons,
and 0f seizing the property of one native for a debt due by another.

Your Lordship will have observed, before this, that these objectionable laws
have been set aside by the bye—laws for the regulation of the Equity Court.

I‘have, &c. ‘
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.
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No. 98.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, DeCember 18, 1856.
' WITH reference to yOur despatch of November 1, inclosing a copy

of the letter which you addressed to the Chief of Duke Town, Old Calabar,
remonstrating against the barbarous custom of periodically sending a masked
man round the town to flog all slaves whom he may meet with, I have to
acquaint you that I approve your letter, and that I regret the refusal of Duke
Ephraim and of his Chiefs to abolish the practice in question.

I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 99.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received January 8, 1857.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, November 21, 1856.
I HAVE the henour to transmit herewith a certificate from the supercargoes

of New Calabar, stating that King Amacree had not resumed the Slave Trade ;
together with the King’s declaration of having published Mr. Beecroft’s Treaty,
and his receipt for 1,000 dollars I have handed over to him, as the last payment
of the anti-Slave Trade tribute given to him, by Her Majesty’s Government,

I have, Szc.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 99.

Certificate.

WE, the Undersigned, do certify, to the best of our knowledge and belief, I
no Slave Trade has existed in the River New Calabar, or been carried on in any
way from or through the territory of King Amacree, since the date of the agree-
ment concluded with him by Consul Bee‘crof’t on the 8th August, 1851.

Given under our hands, in the River New Calabar, this 10th day of
November, 1856.

J . THOMPSON, “Ambrosine.”
THOS. F.‘ STOWE, “ Sisters.”
J. BUCKLEY SANDERS, “Peru.”
E. W THOMPSON, “ Swiftswc.”
PETER IREDALE, “Mermaid.”
PETER THOMPSON.
J. PERRIN, “St. Andrew.”

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 99. ‘

Declaration.

I, KING AMACREE, of New Calabar, do hereby declare that the
Proclamation named in the first Article of a Treaty between myself and John
Beecroft, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, on the part of Her Majesty the
Queen of England, has been duly issued, and the laws therein—mentioned strictly
and fully enforced.

CLASS B.
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Given at the King’s House, New Calabar, this 10th day of November,
1856.

his
(Signed) KING N AMACREE.

mark.
Witnesses:

(Signed) Taos. J . HUTCHINSON, Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul.
ARTHUR R. WRIGHT, Lieutenant, I-I.M.S. “ Merlin.”
C. PARKINSON, Master, H.M'.S. “Merlin.”

. THOS. F. STOWE, “ Sisters.”
J. THOMPSON, “Ambrosine.” '
E. W. THOMPSON, “Swiftsure.”
J. BUCKLEY SANDERS, “Pew.”
PETER IREDALE, “Mermaid.”
JAMES FINIGIR, “P. Royal.”
MICH. HEARNE, "‘ Wm. Mlesw”

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 99.

Receipt.

RECEIVED from Consul Hutchinson the sum of 1,000 dollars in cash,
being the last annual tribute‘due to me by Her Britannia Majesty’s Govern-
ment in pursuance of the agreement-made with Consul Beecroft, 011 the 8th
August, 1851.

New Calabar, November 10, 1856. ‘
his '

(Signed) KING N AMACREE.
mark.

Witnesses: ‘ .
(Signed) THOS. J. ’HUTCHINSON, Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul.

ARTHUR R. WRIGHT, Lieutenant, H.M.S. “Merlin.”
C. PARKINSON, Master, H.M.S. “Merlin.”
THOS. F. STOWE, “Sisters.”
J. THOMPSON, “ Ambrosine.”
E. W. THOMPSON, “ Swiftwrefl’
J. BUCKLEY SANDERS, “Peru.”
PETER IREDALE, “‘ Mermaid.”
J. PERRIN, “ ShyAndrew.”
JAMES FINIGIR, “P. Royal.”
MICH. HEARNE, “ Wm. Miles.”

 

No. 100.

00105111 Hutchinson to the Earl of Clatendonr—(Rebeived January 8, 1857.)

My Lord, . Clarence, Fernando Po, November 22, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, a Treaty of twenty-One

Articles, Which I ratified on board Her Majesty’s steam—sloop “ Merlin,” on the
117th instant; between the British supercargoes trading in the Brass river, and
the Kings and Chiefs of the countries adjacent thereto.

, I deem it necessary to inform your Lordship that Kaya, King of O’Bulla~
mabry (Who is a nephew of the late King Boy), told me that Mr. Beecroft, on
his visit to this river, in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Myrmidon,” about three
years pasta promised that Her Majesty’s Government would pay him a subsidy,
similar to that Which had been paid to the Kings of Bonny and New Calabar,
fer the stlp'pression 0f the Slave Trade. Iasked the King if he did not find
that palm Oil trading was doing. more good to his country than exporting slaves,
to which he replied in the affirmative. He expressed his Willingness to sign a
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“ book ” to that effect, leaving it to Her Majesty’s Government to “ dash” himanything they pleased for so doing. He also informed me that it was more thanthree years since a slave-vessel appeared in any of the rivers in the neighbour-hood of Brass. . ‘
I told'him, that I had every hope Her Majesty’s Government would instructme to pay him something as a tribute, but that I had not authority to make,him a promise to any definite amount.
Thepeculiar arrangements alluded to in Article V, refer to the possibility

of any future demand being made, and acquiesced in by British traders havingfactories on shore, and will of course become equally binding on all British
supercargoes, if agreed to. 7 y _ _

The term “ custom-bar ” mentioned in Article VI, is different from comey,as the former expresses the revenue which is levied from the native traders forthe King, whereas the latter signifies the custom fees that are paid by theBritish supercargoes for the privilege of trading. _ ,As the Brass people are very timid in coming on board a man-of-warsteamer, Whose machinery they believe to have been manufactured by the devil,and as there has been only one specimen of this kind of ship in their river before,I thought it expedient to gratify their whims by yielding to their request that Iwould go ashore to a British factory, in order to hold a conference with them.I was accompanied by Lieutenant VVright,,R.N., and Master Parkinson, R.N.,,both of Her Majesty’s steam-vesse “ Merlin,” Commander Buckley being too illto leave his ship. _ i V . , v '
After the Treaty was signed, they all accompanied me to the steamer, whereI explained that they might always look on British men-of—war as friends tothem, as long as they abjured the exportation of slaves, and adhered to theemployment of these slaves in developing the industrial resources of theircountry. ,
To the supercargoes, before they quitted the ship, and in presence of theKings and Chiefs, I remarked that “ as the trade at Brass had beén morerecently established than at any other river in the Bight of Biafra, there were threeimportant points which I wished to impress upon them in reference to their futuremercantile relations with this localit , and all of which I deemed to be mostimportant for a healthy nurture of the commercial spirit amongst uncivilizedraces. The first was, to be just and fair in their barter-dealings with the natives;the second, not to interfere in their harmless superstitions and Country preju-dices; and the third (not least essential), to be unanimous’in their commercialtransactions with the native traders as well as with one another, forI had seenvery disastrous results arising in other rivers from British representatives, -agents of the same house, opposing one another in a manner that was very farfrom being conducive to their own interests, or those of the merchants whoseproperty was confided to them for profitable investment 'or speculation, ' .-I trust my proceedfngs in Brass river will meet with your Lordship’s appro-bation. ' , ‘ . , '

I have, &c. > - '
(Signed) THOS. J- HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure in No.'100.

Treaty with the Kings and Chiefs of the Bento and Bhass Rivers.

A CODE of Commercial Regulations being deemed advisable for filrtheringthe interests of commerce, as well as for the-better security of amicable connec-tlon between the British supercargoes trading in the Rio Bento, or Brass river,and the natives of the Brass country, the following Articles have been mutuallyagreed to by the British supereargoes, on, the part of themselves and' theirsuccessors, with the Kings of the territories adjacent to the Brass river, on thepart of themselves and the people of their districts, sanctioned by Thomas JosephHutchinson, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Biafra andthe Island of Fernando Po :—
,. ~
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ARTICLE I.

That the Kings and Chiefs of the countries connected in trade with Rio
Bento, duly appreciating the benefit of legitimate traffic, hereby guarantee that
from this day forward they shall not engage in or sanction the exportation of
slaves from their country.

ARTICLE II.

That the pilotage of vessels entering the riyer shall be sixteen pieces of
cloth, or eighty bars of other merchandize; and of vessels leaving the river,
twenty pieces of cloth, or one hundred bars of pther merchandize; and any
vessel detained for want of a pilot after being ready for sea, all her just debts
and her pilotage paid or tendered, though not taken, shall be entitled, as
compensation for delay, to half-a-puncheon of oil per day, from the Chiefs who
receive comey, who, on their part, are to reclaim such penalty from the pilot
causing this detention.

ARTICLE III.

That the comey of vessels entering the river for the purposes of trade be,
for vessels of two masts, to pay two puncheons" worth of goods. Vessels of
three masts to pay three puncheons’ worth of goods to each King (Kayo of
O’Bullamaby and Orishima of Bassamby); that boats 0r vessels coming here
With cargo and bringing no produce away are to be excepted; and that for each
ship taking part produce out of the river as tenderage to complete her cargo
elsewhere, the comey be five bars for each cask.

ARTICLE IV.

That should such comey not have been demanded on 01' before the fifth day
from the arrival of the vessel, the master may hoist his ensign or fire a gun as a
notification of his being prepared for trade, when all traders or other Brass men
are to be at liberty to visit the vessel for the purposes of transacting business,
equally as if trade had been broken formerly by the Chiefs in‘ person, but without
prejudice to the subsequent payment of comey when demanded.

ARTICLE V.

That this settlement of comey is not to nullify existing agreements between
supercargoes and Chiefs, nor to preclude the making of arrangements to suit
particular cases, as in the instance of British mercantile houses who may esta-
blish factories in the Brass ; such special agreement to be subjected to the
approval of Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul, and when confirmed to be as
binding upon the parties concerned therein, as though embodied as Separate
Articles in this Treaty. '

ARTICLE VI.
_ That the custom bar shall be collected by the Chiefs themselves, and atthelr own expense and trouble.

ARTICLE VII.

That the comey and pilotage being paid, no other tax or payment is to hedemanded under any pretence WhateVer‘; water is not to be refused in the pilot’stown called TWaw,' nor is’ any demand to be made for the privilege of watering. .Ground for the erection of houses, and for the storing of casks and goods, is tobe granted free of all charges, and is to be considered Whilst in the occupation of-any Biatlsh subjects as British property, and the occupant for the time being isanthonsed by the parties hereto subscribing to ex e1 trespassers, and to maintainhas right of occupancy ”and to defend himself an; property against any unlawfulagg'ressmm '
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V ARTICLE VIII. .
That it shall under no circumstances be compulsory on the master or super-

cargo of a vessel to give goods on trust, but when trust is taken, that'it shall be
incumbent on the Kings and Chiefs, and those to whom comey is paid, to see
that no losses accrue to British supercargoes from defaulting debtors.

ARTICLE IX.

That a limit of time to pay in debt be givenvto each trader, to be settled by
private contract. ,

ARTICLE X.

That should any trader or gentleman being indebted to a vessel in the river
fail to pay his debt When it becomes due, a notice of the same is to be given to
the Chief of the town where such trader resides, who is hereby required to see
justice done to the British supereargo, and if necessary is to take possession of
the trader’s oil 01' other property, and therewith liquidate the debt.

ARTICLE XI.

That any Chief of atrading town neglecting to act in eonformity herewith,
be held personally responsible for the debt. The Chiefs receiving comey are
required, and engage, to see this Article executed. , . V

ARTICLE XII.

That long detentions having heretofore occurred in trade, and much angry
feeling having been excited in the natives from the destructions by white men,
in their ignorance of the superstitions and customs of the country, of a certain
species of boa—constrictor that visits the cask-houses, and Which is “ jew-jew,” or
sacred to the Brass men, it is hereby forbidden to all British Subjects to harm or
destroy any such snake; but they are required, uponfinding the reptile on their
premises, to give notice thereof to the Chief’s man in Twaw, Who is to come and
remove it away. 4 i - '

ARTICLE XIII.

That should, unfortunately, any casualty of said reptile’s death again occur,
the master or supercargo who, by himself or his people, has been guilty of
causing the same, shall pay a fine of one puncheon of palm oil, and his‘trade
shall suffer no stoppage. Any detention occurring after this amOunt has been
tendered, Will render the Chiefs liable to a fine of one puncheon of oil peryday, as
in the ensuing Article.

ARTICLE XIV.

That in the event of any vessel’s trade being stopped, either directly by theChiefs, or indirectly and secretly by their connivance, without just grounds forSuch proceeding, the authorities receiving comey will be held responsible fer the
said stoppage of trade, and a fine or penalty of one puncheon of oil per day will
be levied from them, as compensation for the Vessel so detained during theperiod of such detenti0n.

ARTICLE XV.

That any supercargo or master having cause of complaint against a Chief,or native trader, or Brass subject, shall give notice thereof t0' the supercargoes
and masters at that time in the river, who shall, conjointly, inform the Chiefs
thereof, and require their presence, either on shore, or on board some one of thevessels 5 and the Chiefs and' gentlemen, on their part, consent and agree to
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assemble when so required, unarmed, and without hostile preparation, and then

and there discuss the matters brought before them, in friendly conjunction

With the White men present. The Brass Chiefs and others are to act in

like manner when they feel themselves aggrieved by any British subject;

and the supercargoes and others are to meet the Brass men When called upon

so to do.

ARTICLE XVI.

That the supercargoes and masters, on the one hand, and the Brass Chiefs and

gentlemen on the other, being assembled to remove grievances, and discuss matters

of complaint existing between them, do, on their several parts, engage t0 adjudi—

cate thereon in a friendly spirit; and endeavour to finally remove the causes

thereof in a manner that shall be satisfactory to the traders Who frequent the

river, and the native merchants. Any settlement so made, to be submitted to

Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul; and if approved and ratified by him, to become

a law of trade, and binding equally with the Articles of this Treaty.

ARTICLE XVII.

That in the event of any serious dispute arising between the British and

natives, or in the event of'any crime or outrage having been committed by either

party against the other, the native Chiefs, on their part, and the British traders,

on theirs (should it be deemed necessary by the British subjects to solicit the aid

of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul), agree to continue amicable relations With

each other, and to avoid hostilities (unless life or the security of property be

threatened or in danger), until Her Britannic Majestyfis Consul, or a British naval

oflicer, shall enter' the river, when a fair hearing will be given to all parties

concerned, a strict investigation take place, and due punishment be inflicted.

ARTICLE XVIII.

That upon the death of any supercargo in the liver, no second comey can

he demanded from his successor for the ship that is left vacant by such a death ;

and that all trust given out by any supercargo previous to such an event, shall

be considered a debt to the merChants of Whom he is the representative, and to
be paid to whomso'ever is appointed to succeed him.

ARTICLE XIX.

That a copy of this Treaty be furnished to each Chief receiving comey, and
a copy of that part referring to the pilotage, to the chief pilot ; 'the Chiefs to
produce it when receiving comey, and the pilot to show it to the masters upon

any vessels entering” the river; and that these Articles be held to be the laws

existing between British snpercargoes and the natives for the regulation of trade

matters, to be observed, so long as they continue law, by those Who were not
present at their enactment as by those who were.

' ARTICLE XX.

That the Chiefs and gentlemen of Brass, satisfied that payment of comey'

as well as the introduction of legitimate traffic to their country, is suflicient

compensation to them for the abandonment of the Slave Trade, hereby engage

to fulfil the conditions of this Treaty, and to become severally and. conjointly

responsible for the due payment of all fines to which they, or any Brass subject
or subjects, may become liable under its provisions.

ARTICLE XXI.

.. That the Chiefs of the Bento hereby pledge themSelves that no British
s‘ubJect shall, from the date of this, be detained on shore, maltreated, 01‘
molested In 'any way or under any pretence whatsoever. If any such maltreat-
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ment or molestation shall take place, the Chiefs of the Bento will. incur the
displeasure of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and be declared enemies of
Great Britain. 1'

115'

(Signed) KAYO N , King of O’Bullamaby.
mark.

his ‘
ORISHIMA N , ,K'ing of Bassamby.

mark.

his
PRINCE EBEISSAH N .

mark.
hi

ASSAMIA Ms.
mark.

his

SABOFOOMY N .
mark.
h's

INGOSHIGA p; .
mark.

THOMAS P. MITCHELL, Hulk “ City of
Rochester.” _ .

EDWARD W. MC CALL, Barque"‘Sevem.”
D. ‘E. PRARMAN, Barque “ Lottie Sleigh.” ,
ARTHUR R. WRIGHT, Meutenant, H.M.S.r

“Merlin.”
C. PARKINSON, Master, HMUS “Merlin.”

Ratified under my hand and seal, on board Her Majesty’s steam-sloop“ Merlin,” lying in the Bras's River, this '17th day of November, 1856.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON, Her Britannia Majesty’s

Consul for the Bight 0f Biafm and the Island of
Fernando Po. ' '

Witnesses:
(Signed) JOHN WHITE, Master, “Lydia;”

. JAMES STRATTON, Master, “Wm. Owen.”
WILLIAM ROBINSON, Master, “Severn.”
THOMAS B. LEE, Secretary to Her Britannia

Majesty’s Consul;

 

No. 101.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received January 8,1857.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, November 26, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatchof October 19, on the subject of the liberated Africans having returned to their'birth—place at Old Calabar, and Whether they are entitled to 'claim protectionas British subjects.

_ ’I shall obey your Lordship’s instructions in making a formal visit to the ,_Chiefs of Old Calabar for the purpose of informing them that the Africans inquestion are entitled to the‘ sympathy and good offices of the British Govern-ment, and shall endeavour, without any' misunderstanding or interruption offriendly relations with the Chiefs, to secure a treaty for the satisfaction andsecurity of these British residents, by which their right to enjoy British protec-tion shall be duly recognised.
‘

I haVe, &c. ' .
(Signed) THOS. J. ,I-IUTCHINSCIN.
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No. 102.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, January 19, 1857.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 2lst of November last, I have to
acquaint you that I approve of your having paid to King Amacree the last
instalment of the presents due to him from Her Majesty’s Government, under
the stipulations of the Treaty for the suppression of the export of slaves from his
dominions, Which he concluded With Consul Beecroft on the 8th ofAugust, 1851.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

, No. 103.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, January 23, 1857.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 22nd of November, inclosing
a Code of Bye-laws for the regulation of trade between British supercargoes and
the natives of the Brass country, which you have negotiated with the Chiefs of

. the Rio Bento or Brass river.
I have to acquaint you that I approve of your having proceeded to the

Brass river, and of your having effected a Commercial Agreement between the
British supercargoes and the natives, but it Will be necessary for me to refer that
Agreement to the proper Law Oflicer of the Crown for his opinion thereupon,
before Her Majesty’s Government can adopt and authorise you to confirm the
same.

With regard to the statement made to you by King Kaya, that Mr. Beecroft
promised, in 1853, to make him a present upon the conclusion of a Treaty, I
have to inform you that the Treaty which Mr. Beecroft was about to negotiate
with the King of Brass, was an anti—Slave Trade Treaty similar to the engage-
ment of which I inclose a draft ; and in conformity with the proposal made by
Mr. Beecroft at that time, I have to state that, if the King and Chiefs of Brass
should be ready to conclude a Treaty for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves
according to the inclosed draft, you will be at liberty to insert therein an Article,
promising that a present, either of 1,000 dollars or of goods equal in value to
that amount, shall be granted to the King, such present to be delivered only
upon the production of a certificate signed by the masters of British merchant
vessels frequenting the Brass river, to the effect that the stipulations of the
Treaty have been fulfilled with good faith by the King and Chief's.

 

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

No. 104!

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received March 14.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, January 26, 1857..

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of despatch dated Decem-
ber 18, 1856, acquainting me of your Lordship’s approval of my letter addressed
to the Chief of Duke Town in‘remonstrance of the barbarous custom of periodi-
cally sending a masked man round the town to flog all slaves whom he may
meet; and conveying your Lordship’s regret at the refusal of Duke Ephraim and
his Chiefs to abolish the practice in question.

, Your Lordship may rest assured that I shall lose no opportunity which
‘ presents itself of endeavouring to impress upon the native Chiefs of Old Calabar

that this barbarous custom is daily proving itself opposed to the principles of
common humanity, as well as to the interests of their country’s commerce, and
therefore objectionable to Her Majesty’s Government.

I have, Sac.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.
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No. 105.

Consul Newnham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 14, 1857.)

My Lord, Monrovia, December 31, 1856. '
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that I have not had occasion 'to write a, single despatch on the subject of the Slave Trade within the Republicof Liberia during the year 1856. ‘ ‘

I have, &C.
(Signed) J. G. C..L. NEWNHAM.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 106.

Consul-Geneml Hill to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Receivcd May 5.)

My Lord, Government House, Sierra Leone, March 19, 1856.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the
13th February last;* and agreeably to the request contained thereln, I have
conveyed to Messrs. Mallard and Pike the approval of their conduct by Her
Majesty’s Government.

I have, &c.
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL.

 

No. 107.

'Consul- General Hill to the Earl of Clarentlon.—(Received May 5.)

My Lord, Govermflent House, Sierra Leone, March 19, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordehip that 5 men, 1 woman, and

1 child, native Africans, were landed this day from Her Majesty’s ship “Sala-
mander,” for the purpose of being located in this Colony.

Those persons, formerly slaves belonging to eX-King Pepple of the Bonny,
were made free by their master through the intercession of Commodore Adams,
Commander-in-chief on this station.

, I have, &c.
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL.

 

' NO. 1080

Consul- General Hill to the Earl of Clarendon¢—(Received .)

My Lord, Government House); Sierra Leone, October 7, 1856‘.
'I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a slave-canoe from

the Sherbros, captured off the Banana Islands, within the jurisdiction of this
Colony, by Lieutenant Harger, of the 2nd West India Regiment, Acthlg Manager
of the Western District, was brought into Freetown on the 25th ultimo, having
on board 16 men, 4 women, and 16 children, making a total of 36 slaves 5 this
canoe was condemned on the 4th instant, in the Court of Vice-Admiralty, as a
lawful prize to Her Majesty. -

I regret to add that the capture was not made without resistance offered
by. the slavers, and two men of Lieutenant Harger’s boat, as well as two of the
canoe’s crew, were slightly wounded.

The captain of the slaver has acknowledged that he made four successful
trips previous to his capture; and I am, sorry to remark that the poor slaves had
been without food for more. than two days when'the canoe was taken. 7

Information having very lately reached the Senior Naval Officer of the
Northern‘division of the squadron, that two slavers were expected at the Rio
Pongas, Where cargo was being collected, Commander Day has proceeded to that

9‘ Class B, presented 1356, No. 82.
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river to watch the proceedings of those vessels ; and I have no doubt the natives
now rescued from bondage were intended for shipment on board those slavers.

The natives liberated are distributed as follows: 6 men enlisted in the
West India Regiments; 4 girls and 4 boys placed under the care of respectable
residents; 8 boys sent to school; and 4 women and 10 men located at Waterloo.

In conclusion, I have to express my satisfaction at the manner this
canoe was intercepted by the Acting Manager of the Western District ; the
weather at sea during this, the rainy season, being very boisterous, of Which the
slavers take advantage to make their run round Cape Sierra. Leone.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ‘ STEPHEN J. HILL.

 

No. 109.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- General Hill. .

Sir, Foreign Ofit'ce, November '17, ]856.' I
I HAVE received your despatch of the 7th ultimo, reporting the capture

in British waters, by Lieutenant Harger, Acting Manager of the Western
District, of ' a canoe With a cargo of 36 slaves ; and I have to instruct you to
inform Lieutenant Harger that Her Majesty’s Government have approved his
"conduct in this affair.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 110.’

Cansul-General Hill to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Recei'ved March 14-.)

My Lord, Government House, Sierra Leone, January 28, 1857. I
I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch dated

17th November, 1856, and I have informed Lieutenant Harger that Her
Majesty’s Government approve of his conduct in the capture, in British waters,
of a canoe With a cargo of 36 slaves. ' , ' . -

, I have, &c.
(Signed) STEPHEN J; HILL.
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No. 111.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr.Jemingham.

- Fpreign Ofice, April 8, 1856.
WITH referenée to my despatch of the 31$t ultimofi“ I jnclose, fer your

information, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minlster at. .Llsbonj‘
by whiCh you will perceive that the arrangements for redeeming the fugltlve sleve
José Maria were, at the date'of Mr. Howard’s despatch, on the point of belng
completed by the Portuguese Government. ‘

Sir,’

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 112.

Mr. Jerningham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—--(Received April 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, March 6, 1856.
I BEG to forward to your Lordship copy of a note from the Brazilian

Minister for Foreign Affairs, returning thanks for the appreciation by Her
Majesty’s Legation of their conduct in Slave Trade repression, evinced by the
capture of the North American slayer, the “ Mary E. Smith.”

f The note which I addressed to Senhor Paranhos, on the capture of this
slaver by the Brazilian eruizer “ Olinda,” was forwarded to your Lordship in my
despatch of the 8th ultimo, by the last mai1.,’§“

I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 112.

Senhor 'Paranhosto Mr. Jemz'ngham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, February 12, 1856.
THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of thenote that Mr. William Stafford Jerningham, &c., addressed to him on the4th instant, relative to the capture of the North American schooner “Mary, E. Sfin'th,” by the Brazilian brigantine “ 01inda.”
Mr. Jerningham manifests the pleasure Which that fact occasioned to theLegation of Her'BI'itannic Majesty at this Court, and holds out the expectationthat it Will produce a. similar emotion on the’minds of Her Britannia Majesty’s

Government. . '
Mr. Jemingham says, that the capture of that vessel by a Brazilian cruizer,being an indication of the firm resolution of the Brazilian Government toannihilate all attempts at reviving that detestable African Slave Trade, Will give

‘ * Class B, presented, 1856, No. 152.
1' No. 310. 1 Class B, presented 1856, Inclosure 2 in No. 142.
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more prestige and moral force to the Imperial Government, and will oblige the
ill-intentioned to reflect before running headlong into speculations of Slave Trade.

The Undersigned thanks Mr. Jerningham, in the name of the Government of
His Majesty the Emperor, for the ’just appreciation, this time, by Her Britannia
Majesty’s Legation at this Court, of the firm disposition which animates the said
Imperial Government to extinguish, once for all, the Slave Trade in Brazil.

According to official information, up to the present moment in possession of
the Imperial Government, it is known that the schooner “Mary E. Smith” was
captured sailing under the North American flag, and having. on board 350
Africans, off the bar of the port of St. Matthew’s (in the province of Espirito
Santo), on the 20th of last month, at half—past 5 o’clock P.M. ,

It is believed that the captain, crew, as well as those individuals who calle‘
themselves passengers, were all in the hands of the eaptor, who conveyed them,
as well as the Africans, to the port of Bahia, where they had already arrived.‘
Some of the Africans died during the voyage, in consequence of the privations
which they had undergone. . i V ,

The process and adjudication prescribed by the Law of the 4th September,
1850, and its Regulation of 14th October of same year, will take pla'ceveither .in
Bahia or in Rio de Janeiro, according to the orders given by the Minister of
Justice. ' a r . ‘ ‘

The Imperial Government hopes that the criminal speculation of‘ the
schooner “ Mary E. Smith” may .be fully investigated, and that, the authors and
accomplices who are already in prison, and those whomay still be discovered
and found within the territory of Brazil, may be punished with the-fulrlrigour of
the law. .V .-

 

No. 1135

Mr. Jerm'ngham to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received April 12.)

My Lord, . ’ . Rio de Janeiro, March 8, 1856.‘
I HAVE now the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a note which

Isent in, on the subject of Mr. Craven’s slaves, to the Minister for Foreign
Affairs on‘the 29th of January, which was omitted in our last mail to England. ‘

I have begged of his Excellency to cause the settlement of this business
once for alI to be effected, and to inform me that Mr. Craven’s three slaves have
received their certificates.

I have, besides, sent messages to the Minister of Justice, and received them _
from him upon this subject; but I am sorry to say that I cannot, as yet, get a
positive assurance from his Excellency that these slaves are actually in the
enjoyment of their freedom. ,

Your Lordship may be assured that‘I shall not rest, as long as I am in
charge of this Legation, to prosecute this matter to a just solution.

I have, &c. ' ’
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
 

' Inclosure in No. 113.

Mr. Jemingham to Senhor Paranhos.

Excellent Sir, Rio ole Janeiro, January 29, 1856.
. WITH reference to your Excellency’s nOte under date of the 12th instant,In which. your Excellency remarks, when touching upon the subject of theemanmpation of Mr. Craven’s slaves, that you had nothing further to communi~cate to me than what you had done on the ‘14th of October last, namely, thatout of especial deference to the request the Imperial Government had taken steps
tqremove the impediments which prevented the final legal proceedings frombeing concluded in the Relagfio, and that you were expecting shortly ulteriorInformation from the Minister of Justice, Her Majesty’s Government havecompletely approved of the part I have taken in this business of J. Craven’sslaves; and so much time has now elapsed since this question has occupied the
attention of Her Majesty’s Government and. this Legation that 'I must now,
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once for all, beg of your Excellency to cause it to be settled, and to inform me
that the three slaves of the late John Craven have received their certlficates of
manumission.

 

I avail, 810.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

No. 114.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Received April 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, March 8, 1856.
NOT very long ago I received from his Excellency Senhor Paranhos the

following note, copy of which I have now- the honour to transmit to your
Lordship.

By this it appears that the captain of the captured slaver “ Mary E.
Smith,” Cranovich, an American citizen, Who is; now ill at Bahia, and in the
hands of the judicial authorities, made the following revelations ; that two more
North American vessels, one a topsail schooner named “ Vilcot,” and another a
logger, had arrived at one of the African ports, between Cape Lopez and Loango,
to load slaves for Brazil.

The cargoes were to be sent, according to the captain’s testimony, by
, Joaquim Ignacio Rivercsa,’ brother of Don Francisco Riverosa.

His Excellency says the Imperial Government have taken all such measures
as are within their reach, and trust that their authorities will frustrate every
attempt of'daring speculators ; and his Excellency adds that they would be glad
if the Government of Her Majesty would particularly direct their attention to
those places on the coast of Africa where these speculations are being carried
into effect, as well as to the fitting out'of any such vessels in the ports of the
United States.

His Excellency is of opinion that the basis of the African slave-traders’
criminal speculations and operations for the Havana and Brazils, is established
in the United States, and that their agents reside in Angola, and other places
on the coast of Africa, to load and dispatch the cargoes destined for this country.

His, Excellency concludes by saying that the Brazilian Legation‘s and
Consulates continue to be furnished With such infl'ormation as has been obtained
in this respect, and that if Her Majesty’s Diplomatic Agents and Consuls choose
to understand and act in accord with those of Brazil, they will always meet With
the greatest willingness on the part of the latter to co—operate .with them.

I have communicated the contents of this despatch to Admiral Johnstone,
to informfihim, in the first place, of the announcement made by; the American
captain of the “Mary E. Smith,” and also With a view that he might inform, mid
St. Vincent, the officer commanding Her Majesty’s squadron on the coast of
Africa of the facts communicated by his Excellency.

I beg to subjoin copy of Admiral Johnstone’s letter to me on the subject.
In Consequence of further information which had reached me from Her

Majesty’s Consul ‘at Bahia, Mr. Morgan, I took occasion, when acknowledging
the receipt of Senhor Paranhos’s note, to inform him in the note herein inclosed,
that this gentleman had'stated that from investigations made by the police four
more vessels, belonging to the same Association to which the “Mary E. Smith ”
appertained, were expected on the coast of Brazil With slaves, and that the first
expected was the “Mary Stuart,” and that there'was even a report in Bahia,
When the post left, that the “ Mary Stuart ” had actually landed 1,400 slaves in
the River Mucury, in the Province of Espirito Santo.

I asked his Excellency forthwith to inform me if this rumour is founded, or
not. I havenot as yet received a reply.

. As his Excellency seemed to have been of opinion that the basis of the
African slave-trad‘ers Was in the ports ,of . the United States, I have ventured to
téll him that he cannot be unconvinced that the focus of the present attempt at
a renewal of the Brazilian SlaVe Trade is in, Rio .de Janeiro.‘

I have assured his Excellency that all Her Majesty’s Diplomatic Agents and
C'onsifls Would accept with pleasure the'invitation to oo-operate with those of
Brazil iii etideavourltig to rcrush the cruel and uncivilizing Traffic in Africans,
and no (me with more- activity than myself.

I haye, &c. ..
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
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Inclosure l in No. 114."

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Jemingham.

(TranslatienJ Rio de Jan'ez'ro, February 22, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to address myself to Mr. W. Stafford Jerningham, &c., in

order to communicate to him the following informatitm possessed by the Imperial
Government, relative to new attempts of the slave-traders.

The captain of the schooner or yacht “ Mary E. Smith,” recently captured
on. the bar of St, Matthew’s, by the Brazilian cruizer“ Olinda,” has divulged that
two more North American vessels, one of which a topsail schooner, the “ Vilcot”
of New York, and the other a lugger, had arrived at one of , the ports of Africa,
between Cape Lopes and Loango, to load slaves. for Brazil. ' '

‘Those cargoes were to be sent, according to the said captain’s testimony, by
Joaquim Ignacio Riverosa, a brother of Don Francisco Riverosa, Who, he says,
is in Rio de Janeiro. _

The Imperial Government have taken all such measures as are Within their
reach, and trust that their authorities will frustrate every attempt of the daring
speculators 0n the territory of Brazil; and they would be very glad if the
Government of Her Britannia Majesty would particularly direct their vieWs to
those places on the coast of Africa Where those speculations ' are carried into -
effect, as well as tO'the fitting out of such vessels in the ports of' the United
States. ,

It appears unquestionable that the African slave-traders have established a.
.basis for their criminal speculations and operations to the Havana 'and Brazil
in ports of the United States, and that there are agents in Angola, and other
places in Africa, commissioned to load and dispatch the cargoes destined for
these countries. v . ‘ . V _

y The Brazilian Legations and Consulateshave been and continue to be made
acquainted with such information as has been obtained in this respect, and if the
Diplomatic Agents and Consuls of Her Britannic Majesty choose to understand
and aceord with those‘of His Majesty the Emperor, they will alvvays meet with
the greatest willingness on the part of these to co-operate with them in as- far as
it may be possible. , , *

I avail, &c.'
(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.
 

Inclosure 2 in No. 114. 7

Rear-Admz'ml Johnstone to Mr. Jcrningham;

Sir, ‘ - “Madagascar,” Rio de Janeiro, February 26, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th

instant, and its inelosm'e, relative to'the fresh Slave Trade speculations on this
coast, and I beg you will be geod enough to inform Senhor Paranhos that, by
the next mail, I purpose forwarding a copy of his note direct, m'fl St. Vincent, to ~
the Commodore commanding Her Majesty’s squadron on the coast of Africa, as
Well as to the Admiralty; and that so far as the means at my command admit,
no efi'ort shall be wanting on my part to further the views of the Imperial
Government in checking this Traflic. ‘ ’

I shall also communicate to that officer the contents of your letter of, yester-
day on the same subject. ' i

I have, &c. v ‘
(Signed) ’ WM. JAS. HOPE JOHNSTONE.

 

r Inélosure 3 in No. ’114.

‘ J/Ir. Jemingham to‘ Senhor Paranhos.

(Extract) , l v Rio dc Janeiro, February 27, 1856.
I BEG to acknowledge the note which your Excellency did _me the honour

to address to me on the 22nd instant, communicating informa’uon relative to
fresh Slave Trade speculations to thiscountry.
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Your Excellency has informed me,‘that the captain of the “ Mary E. Smith ”
had divulged that two more North American vessels, the “ Vilcot ” and a lugger,
had arrived in one of the ports of Africa, between Cape Lopes and Loango, to
load slaves for Brazil. '

Joaquim Ignacio Riverosa, brother of Don Francisco Riverosa. is stated by
your Excellency, according to the Captain’s ot' the “ Mary E. Smith ” account,
to be the person who promotes these two Slave Trade enterprises. I have lately
received news from Her Majesty’s Consul in Bahia, who declares that four more
vessels belonging to the same Association to which t‘ Mary E. Smith ” belonged,
were likewise expected to arrive on the coast of Brazil with slaves, and that the
first expected was the “ Mary Stuart.” There was even a report current in
Bahia, when Mr. Consul Morgan closed his despateh, that the “ .Mary Stuart ”
had landed 1,400 slaves in the River Mucury.

I sincerely trust that this may not be the case; and I must request your
Excellency to inform Her Majesty’s Legation if the Imperial Government have
also been advised of such a rumour. ? . .

Your Excellency declared in your note of the 22nd instant, that the Imperial
Government have taken all such measures as are within their reach, and trust
that their authorities will frustrate every attempt of daring speculators on the
territories of Brazil; and they would be very glad if Her Britannie Majesty’s
Government would particularly direct theirattention to those places of the coast
of Africa where those speculations are carried into effect. Your Excellency also
adds, that it appears unquestionable that the African slave—traders have esta—
blished the basis of their operations to the Havana and Brazil in the United
States, and that they have agents in Angola and in other places in Africa, to
dispatch slave cargoes to these countries. *

. I shall take occasion by the next mail to forwarda copy of your Excellency’s
note to Her Majesty’s Government, who will learn with pleasure that the
Imperial Government have made due preparations to frustrate further Slave Trade
aggressions, and no doubt Her Majesty’s Government will immediately direct the
attention of the British squadron on the African shores to those points indicated
by your Excellency. ‘ ‘

In the meantime, I have communicated the contents of your Excellency’s
note to the British Admiral on this station, who will make known to the British
Commander on the coast of Africa, by the first opportunity, where the points
are that Senhor Riverosa’s vessels are supposed to be fitting out; and Admiral
Johnstone begs me to assure your Excellency that no effort shall be wanting on
his part to further the views of the Imperial Government in checking the Slave
Traffic. ‘

Your Excellency, at the end of your note, states that the Brazilian Legations
and Consulates have been, and continue to be, made acquainted With such infor-
mation as has heenobtained With respect to Slave Trade speculations, and that
if the Diplomatic Agents and Consuls of Her Britannic Majesty choose to
understand and harmonize With those of His Imperial Majesty, they Will always
meet with the greatest willingness on the part of those functionaries to co-operate
With them in as far as it may be possible.

Her Britannie Majesty’s Diplomatic servants and Consular Agents, no
doubt, will accept this invitation of the Imperial Government with the greatest
alacrity, and no one more so than myself, as far as my humble powers will
permit; and as we have the same. noble and hurnane object in view, there
Will be little difficulty existing in the way of the Agents of Great Britain and
Brazil mutually co—operating with each other to crush for ever the cruel, illegal,
and uncivilizing traffic in African slaves.

Your Excellency says the ports of the United States have been chosen by
the African siave—traders as a basis of operations, and that they have also agents
in Africa -, but I am sure your Excellency cannot be unconvinced that the focus
of the present attempt at a renewal of Slave Trade to Brazil is in this country
itself; if not, perhaps, as I am assured, even in the city of Rio de Janeiro.
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No. 115.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received April. 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, March 10, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a note which I

have written to Senhor Paranhos, to ascertain whether any information has been
received from the authorities of the Province of Espirito Santo, respecting a brig,
name and nation unknown, which had been reported to the Commander of Her
Majesty’s steamer “ Trident ” to have been found abandoned fourteen months
ago near Barra Secca, in the vicinity of Caravellas, with all sails set and fitted
out for the Slave Trade.

, ' Ihave,&c. ‘.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 115. ' i

, Mr. Jemz'ngham to ‘Senhor Paranhos.

(Extract) »- -- v » Rio de Janeiro, March 5,1856.
IN an interview which I had the honour of having with your Excellency

last- month, I called to your Exeellency’s notice, a circumstance which had been
revealed to the commander of the “ Trident” byjsome sea-faring people
on the coast of Espirito Santo, namely, that about fourteen months ago, a brig,
name and nation unknown, was' found on shore with all sail set, abandoned, and
equipped for the Slave Trade, near Berra Secca, between St. Matthew’s and Rio
Doee: the master and crew of the said vessel were represented to have arrived
at'CaravelIas with their clotlles, '&c., stating that they had been wrecked on the
neighbouring coast. ‘ . ’ ' - . ‘

After their departure fi’Om Caravellas, a perSOn came there from St.
Matthew’s who announced that a brig had in fact been wrecked about seven
leagues south of that village, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, but abandoned.

The launch of the brig, as the commander of the “ Trident ” was informed,
had been sold by the master at the bar of ,Caravellas, and was pointed out to
him. , ,

Four persons communicated this intelligence, who, in addition, stated that L
the master was a Spaniard, and the Crew Portuguese, and that a friend of his
had in his possession some fire-arms Which were found’on board the brig when
she was plundered of everything by the inhabitants of St. Matthew’s and Rio
Doce; not a vestige of this wrecked craft now remaining.

As your Excellency has read this report, and as I have already communi-
cated it to Her Majesty’s Government, I beg now to remind you of it in Writing,
in order to know if any previous information had reached the Imperial GOVern— ~
ment, respecting the strange appearance of this abandoned andslave-fitted-out
vessel, and on shore at Barra Secca, fourteen months; ago; and whether no
investigation has been set on foot upon the subject. Her Britannia Majesty’s
Legation hopes that the Imperial Government Will endeavour to obtain from
their authorities in Espirito‘Santo, for their own satisfaction, explanations that
may throw light upon such a suspicious occurrence,

 

V No. 116.

_ The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham.

Sir ‘, _ , - - a a . * Foreign Ofice, April28,‘18516.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 8th of Maroh, I have to

acquamt you that I approve the letter which you addressed to Senhor Paranhos
on the 29th of January, urging the Brazilian Government to take the necessary

CLASS B,
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steps in order to terminate the legal proceedings Which have been so long
pending with regard to the liberation of the slaves who belonged to the late John
Craven ; and I have to instruct you to state to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign
Affairs that Her Majesty’s Government regret to learn that this act of justice
has been so long and so vexatiously delayed. '

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON. '

 

No. 117.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

(Extract) ' Foreign Ofiee,«April 28, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th ultimo, inclosing copies
of a note from Senhor Paranhos and of your reply, and also a copy of a letter
from Rear—Admiral Johnstone, on the subject of the information communicated
by the master of the captured slaver “Mary E. Smith,” with regard to two
American vessels that had arrived on the coast of Africa for the purpose of
shipping slaves ; and I haveto acquaint you that I approve your proceedings in
this matter, as reported in your ahove-mentioned deepatch. . ‘

 

No. 118.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerm'ngham.

Sir, , . Foreign Ofice, April 28, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 10th ultimo, and I have to
acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government approve of your having called the
attention of the Brazilian Government to the movements of certain vessels
therein mentioned; which are suspected of being about to proceed to the coast of
Africa in order to procure slaves.

. I am, &0. '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No.119."

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, April 30, 1856,

I HAVE to inform you that I have lately received a despatch from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, stating that the Governor of BengUella has
reported to the Governor-Geueral of Angola that the manoeuvres 0f the slave—
traflickers are again in active operation, and that he attributes this state of things
to some relaxation of the restrictions which had of late impeded the importation

« of slaves into Brazil.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 120.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, . Foreign Ofi’ice, May 1, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a .despatch which

I have recelved fi‘om' Mr. Howard, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon}? stating

"‘ No. 314.
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that the slave-dealer Antonio Severino d’AveIlar, Who had been expelled from
Brazil, has arrived at Lisbon, and that Mr. Howard has applied to the Portuguese
Government to cause the movements of A‘vellar to be watched.

I am, &c.
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

N0. 121.

The Earl Of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingliam.

Sir, , 1 Foreign Ofiice, May I, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 29th of March, respecting theliberated Brazilian ,slaves who were forced to land at Whydah and Aghwey,I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch which '.I havereceived from ‘Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon} reporting the result of arepresentation on that subject which he has addressed to the Portuguese Govern-ment. . '

I am, &c. ‘ '
(Signed) , CLARENDON. ‘

 

No. 122.

Mr. Jernz'ngham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received May 16.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, April 9, 1856.
SOME months ago I communicated to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 21report which I had heard of a landing of 300 Africans in the Province ofAlagoas.
His Excellency having requested the Minister of Justice to make inquiriesrespecting its correctness, Senhor Paranhos the other day addressed me thefollowing note, copy of which I beg now to forward to your Lordship, informingme that according to the intelligence received from the President of Alagoas, thereport was unfounded.

» ,
I have, &C.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 122.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Jemingham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, April 4, 1856.I HAVE the honour to ,ecquaiht M1Jerningham, that having requested'the Minister of Justice to mstltute mqumes whetherthere was any foundation

falsity of the said report. ‘
_ I avail, 8L0. , ,

(Slgned) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

* No. 315.
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No. 123.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendonm-(Received May 16.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, April 9, 1856.

<WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of 19th February,* in

which your Lordship approved; of ‘ the note which I had addressed .to the

Brazilian Government respecting the free Afi‘icans Laudelino and Honorlo, who

were sent to Parz’i for the purpose of being employed in the Government arsenais

of the latter port, I beg now to have the honour to forward to your Lordship

copy of Senhor Paranhos’ answer upon that subject? . .

As long as the position of the emancipados in the service of the Bramhan
Government is not properly defined, I fear there will be a frequent recurrence

of complaints similar to those which I made in the case of the abovementioned

free bIacks. _ y >
Your Lordship is no doubt aware that the emencipados, in consequence of

the Government Decree of the year 1853, are entitled to their certificates of
perfect freedom after serving fourteen years in priyete families, being hired out
by the Government to them at'a low rate. However, these free blacks must then

present a petition in form to the Minister of Juetice, Who, usually, but not in

some instances without a little urging on by Her Majesty’s Legation, grants
them their liberty.

But the Imperial Government considers the time which the emancipados
have served in. their own employ as not giving these unfortunate people the

, same title to reap the benefit of the above Decree, which is evidently a manifest

injustice, especially as the labour which is pressed. upon them in Government
establishments, on public roads, in arsenals, and in barracks, is generally of a
more arduous nature than that which the hired emancipados have to perform in
the service of the nobility and gentry, who are not unfrequently good and easy
masters. '

Her Majesty’s late Minister, Mr. Howard, during his residence in.Brazil
V took up this question with great zeal; and your Lerdship will, undoubtedly,

recollect the correspondence which passed between Mr. HoWard. end Viscount
de Abaeté, then Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, in the year 1854, in which the
latter endeavoured to establish'that the emancipados’ Who were in the Govern-
ment employ did not ceme under the provisions of the Decree of the 28th
of December, 1853, No. 1,303.

_ In conclusion, I beg to state that it appears to me Very desirable that Her
Majesty’s Government should have the kindness tq emit an opinion upon this
point; for, in the eyes of justice and humanity, it would seem that the Imperial
Government, who are bound to re-export, at some time or other, those free
blacks, or emancipados, as theyvare termed, to Africa, should not be allowed to
consider them as‘ their legal property, and keep them in a situation which
presents them hardly a gleam, whether they give satisfaction by good behaviour
or hard work, Of ever recovering their liberty. . V i

I am happy to say, however, that lately, but not without frequent messages,
I have been able to obtain the freedom of a free African named Desiderio, of
the Mina nation, who had been constantly in the Government employ since the
year 1835, having been seized by' the Brazilian police at the engenho of Cabrito,
in the Province of Bahia, shortly after being landed, and the other daylhe came
to thank me for'having procured him his certificate of freedom. '

 

4‘ Class B, presented 1856, No; 141.
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Inclosure in» No. 123.

[Senhor Paranhos to Air. Jemingham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, April 2,‘_1856.
WITH reference to my note of the 7th January last, acknowledging the‘receipt of that which was addressed to me by Mr. W. S. Jerningham, for the

purpose of bringing to my knowledge the despatch received by him from the
English Consul in Para, who therein informed him of the arrival in that city of
two freed Africans, sent by the Imperial Government in the steamer “ Parana,”and that they were working in the Marine Arsenal, guarded and treated as if
they were criminals, and in a worse condition than the slaves, I have now the
honour to state to Mr. Jerningham that the Minister of Justice, to whom I have
addressed myself on this subject; sent me an answer on the 27th March last,’
containing the information furnished to him by the President of that province,
and the Inspector of the said arsenal. V . ‘ y ; . 'From that information it appears that the first of those Afiicans went on
to the province of' Amazonas; and that the second, along With two others who
went from this city, were kept there (in Para) to be employed in felling timber,
and hadalways been considered, in regard to service, diScipline, and pay, as

' belonging to the marine corgps, with whom they are lodged, and, in like manner,allowed furloughs on Sundays and close holidays, when their, tm'ncomes round;
all of which can be witnessed at any time, either by day or night, and was seen
some time ago by that same English Consul, when he visited the said arsenal,
and conversed with the Inspector of that Department, according‘to the latter’s
report. ‘ ‘ , ' i , .In communicating to Mr. Jerningham the information received from‘ the
two authorities in Para, I think that I have replied to his said note, and I

 

avail, 8:0. ' 7 b _
(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA, PARANHQS.‘

No. 124. ,

Mr. Jefningham tie the Earl of Clarénclon.-—(Received May 16.) ‘

(Extract!) ' . v Rio dc Janeen; Apfil 9, 1856.
WITH reference to a note which I wrote to Senhor Paranhos on the4th March, and which I forwarded to your Lordship 'in' my despatch ,of the22nd ultimo, acquainting his‘ Excellency that, in consequence of complaintswhich had reached me from the Imperial Government, that captains of Britishvessels trading to Brazil had endeavoured, and in two insta’nceslsucceeded, inenticing away slaves, the legal property of persons residing in this country, ,I _had addressed a circular to Her Majesty’s Consuls, requestingthem to warn all ,captains and masters of English vessels of the illegality of such a practice, and0f the penalties to which, ‘if carried out, they subjectedthems'elves ; I beg nowto submit 'to your Lordship copy of a note from his Excellency the Ministerial:Foreign Affairs, 'in which, at the same time‘that his EXc'ellency tenders me histhanks for the circular in question, he takes occasion to defend his Governmentagainst some remarks which I' was induced to make upon the alleged efficaciousprotection which the Imperial Government consider they afford to freed blacks,entitled “ emancipados.” ‘ ' a , 4 ‘, As I had pointed out to‘ his Excellency the extreme difficulty Her Majesty’sLegation were for ever struggling against in obtaining the manumission ofSome ofthlshnfortunate class, and as' I instanced the delay which had taken place inclosmg the legal proceedings with respect toer.‘ Craven’s 3 blacks, who hadbeen some time ago declared free by the sentence of theMunicipal Judge ofMananna, and about whom I' had not as yet been informed whethef they Werealyeady in the enjoyment of their freedOm or not, his Excellency declares that,thh regard to the blacks of Mr. Craven, the Imperial Government have actedyw1th the greatest deference towards Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation ; and his
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Excellency asserts that the case now pending in the Supreme Court of R10 de
Janeiro will shortly receive the final judgment of that tribunal. _

Senhor Paranhos endeavours to make out that the Imperlal Government
have done more in the affair of Mr. Craven’s slaves than in merely seeing to the
execution of the laws, by doing away with those impediments which retarded the
case in the Supreme Court of Justice.

 

Inclosure in No. 124.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Jefni‘ng‘ham. ‘

(Translation) Rio de Jamiro, April 4, 1856.
THE Undersigned, &c., has had the honour tp receive the note which, .on

the 4th ultimo, was addressed to him by Mr. William Stafford Jernmgham, Sta,
in aHSWer to that of the 12th February last, relative to the occurrence touchmg

» the captain of the English vessel “ Danube.” .1
Mr. Jerningham, in referring to the fact of 2 slaves havmg been found

sheltered on board the said vessel, as well as to the representation which, .111
consequence of analogous facts, some proprietors, addressed to the Imperlal
Government, stated that if the proceedings of the captains of English vessels
were such as therein asserted, they could not but 1);: highly reprehensible in the
eyes of Her Majesty’s Legation. , .

In consequence, therefore, Mr. Jerningham had the goodness to acquaint
the Undersigned that he was going to instruct the British Consul in Rio de
Janeiro, and the other British Consuls in Brazil, tq warn the masters of British
vessels not to shelter, nor. to carry away from this country, slaves who are
legally the property of Brazilian subjects, or 'of persons residing in the Empire.

, On this occasion, and (2 propos of some observations of the Undersigned,
Mr. Jerningham says that he does not see that the Imperial Government have
afforded efficacious protection to the freed Africans, that is, to those who entitle
themselves emancipados, and who ought to be considered as such; that, on the
contrary, Her Majesty’s Legation has struggled with extreme difliculty to carry
into effect the real manumission of ‘ some individuals of that unfortunate class;
and, as a prOof, Mr. Jerningham adds that he has not been informed whether
the slaves which belonged to the British subject John Craven, and who were
declared free by the sentence of the Municipal Judge of Marianna, were already
in the enjoyment of their liberty. 1 .

The Undersigned, in thanking Mr. Jerningham for the assurance given by
him, that Her Britannic Majesty’s Consuls in this Empire have already received
the necessary instructions to prevent the captains of British merchant-vessels
from incurring similar complaints to those of which the note of the Undersigned
treated, regrets having to tell Mr. Jerningham that he is very unjust in the
remarks which he made relative to the freed Africans.

The Imperial Government have acted, in this resPect, With the greatest
deference towards the Legation of Her Britannic Majesty.

The ease quoted by Mr. Jerningham, of the Slaves of the British subject
John Craven, is a proof of this truth. The Imperial Government did everything

, possible, and that depended upon them, to remove the obstacles which have
retarded the final decision of the proceedings for the freedom 'of those individuals.

The proceedings, as Mr. Jerningham knows, are already pending in the
Supreme Court of Rio de Janeiro; and, according to the information received
by the Undersig'ned from the Minister of Justice, he can assure Mr. Jemingham
that the final judgment of that tribunal Will not be delayed. :

The Undersigned therefore hopes that Mr. Jerningham, in consideration of
the nature of the impediments which have retarded the course of the said Cause,
and'which arose from the Want of a solicitor or attorney, Who should haveldone
that which is the province of individuals to do to guard their own interests; will
admit that the Imperial Government have done more in this afl‘air than tor see
to the execution of the laws, and that they have acted with manifest deference
to the Legation of Her Britannic Majesty. "

The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.
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N0. 125.

Mr. Jemingham fo‘the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received May 16.)

My Lord, V, - V ‘ Rio de Janeiro, April 11, 1856.
IN my despatch of February 123‘ I mentioned to your Lordship that

Lieutenant Hervey,: Commander of ' Her Majesty’s steamer “ Trident,” had,
during his cruize off the coast of Espirito Santo, been informed that a brig (name
and nation unknown) had been . found on. shore; abandoned, about fourteen
months ago, fitted out for the Slave-Trade. '

In a conference With Senhor Paranhosgsoon after Lieutenant Hervey’s
return, I communicated this fact to the Brazilian Government; but, thinking
that the expediency of making aninvestigation- into the matter might have
passed his Excellency’s recollection, on the 5thofiMarch. I addressed a note to
him, requestinginf‘ormation which the Brazilian GoVernment might have obtained
respecting the appearance of the suspicious wreck; _ v '

Therother day I received the note herein inclosed from the Brazilian Minister
for Foreign Affairs, stating that his Excellency the, Minister of Justice had no
intelligence of the alleged occurrence, but that he had ordered the Presidents of
Bahia and Espirito Santo to make the necessary investigations, and that when
the result might reach the Brazilian Government, it would be communicated to
Her Majesty’s Legation. ' '

I have, &c. V ' .
(Signed) ’ WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
 

Inclosure in No, 125.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Jetm'ngham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, April 4, 1856;
I 'HAD the honour to receive the note which Mr. William Stafl'ord

Jerningham, &c., addressed to me under date of the 5th ultimo, in which he
refers to the report, Which he showed me in a conference, of the Commander of
Her Britannic Majesty’s war-steamer “Trident,” whothad been cruizing on the
coast of the province of Espirito Santo, to the southward of Bahia.

I communicated to the Minister of Justice the news Which the Commander
of the “ Trident ” had heard, that, fourteen months previous, a brig, name and
nation unknown, With full fittings adapted to the Slave Trade, had appeared on
the coast of the province of Espirito Santo, between St. Matheos and Rio Doce;
that it was said that the crew of that vessel had gone to Caravellas, and there
stated that she had been wrecked on the neighbouring coast. '

His Excellency replied to me, that no accounts Of that fact had reached the
Ministry of Justice, and that he did not think it possible, but that', notwith-
standing, on the 12th of last month, ' he ordered the Presidents of the provinces
of Bahia and Espirito Santo to cause dueinquiries to be instituted, and to
acquaint him with the result. 4

As soon as the information called forby the Minister'of Justice is forWarded
to me, I shall have much pleasure in communicating the same to Mr. Jer-
ningham. ‘ ‘ * ’ - V .

I reiterate, &c. a ' -
(Signed) ' JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

No. 126. , I

' Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received'May 16.)

(EXtractJ ' 7 Rio de Janeiro, April 11‘, 1856.
IT appears that the deportation of Antonio Severino de Avellar, by Order

Of the Brazilian Government, on account of his haVing been’suppOsed to have
* Class B. presented 1866,\No. 146.‘
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been mixed up with the Slave Trade transaction of Serinhaem, has caused much

dissatisfaction amongst a certain set of individuals in Portugal, who have chosen

to vent their fury against the Brazilian Government in the Lisbon “ Jornal do

Commercio ” for having expelled from Brazil this well-known slave-trader.

As the captain and crew of the pilot—boat which arrived at Serinhaem with

Africans, escaped before the vessel was captured, the papers on board, which

probably would have proved who in reality were the guilty persons, likewise

disappeared.
Avellar, from previous information, which had reached Rio de Janeiro as

early as August or September, was denounced as being then privy to the fitting

out of two pilot-boats in the River Zaire for Brazilian Slave Trade.

His arrival in Rio in November per Royal mail-steamer, almost simul—

taneously with the news of the attempt at Serinhaem, and Other considerations,

caused this Government to give orders for his arrest, and he was accordingly sent

to Pernambuco, where legal proceedings were commenced against him.

I was, even before Christmas, informed by a person well versed inSlave

Trade matters, that Avellar had confessed all privately, and had also made some

revelations respecting certain points on the coast of Africa where slave-trading

was going on, which I mentioned to your Lordship in my despatch of
October 93* '

However, it appears there was not sufficient legal proof to convict him in

a Court of Justice; but the Brazilian Government, using their prerogative, and

not wishing to harbour in the Empire such a suspicious person and well-known

traflicker, ordered him to leave the country, and he was sent away some months

ago.
Thinking it might interest your Lordship to learn the present ostensible

sentiments of the Rio de Janeiro “ Jornal do Commercio,” which, formerly, like

its namesake in Lisbon, was not disinclined to plead the cause of disreputable

slave—dealers, I beg to have the honour to forward copy of extract from its

columns.
I am glad to hear from Her Majesty’s Minister in Lisbon that the Portu-

guese Minister for Foreign Affairs is not so inclined. to advocate Senhor Avellar’s

cause as the Lisbon “Jornal do Commerciofi’ '

 

Inclosure in No. 126.

' Ewtractfrom the “Jamal do Commercio” of Rio de Janeiro of April 4, 1856.

(Translation) ‘

, THE AFRICAN SLAVE'TRADE.-—THE LISBON “JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.”—

ANTONIO SEVERINO DE AVELLAn.—Doubts are no longer entertained that

new attempts and projects of African Slave Trade are being meditated, combined

and prepared contrary to the laws of Brazil. It is likewise a manifest truth,
proved by numerous and incontrovertible facts, that the Imperial Government

have evinced the greatest desire to repress this crime and to punish the criminals,

by employing for that purpose those means which are at their disposal, and
which they do and ought to make use' of with that severity called for by the

position in which their honour and duty have placed them, and above all from

the machinations of the slave-traders, who are encouraged by the desire and
hopes of fabulous profits.

The question is not only one of humanity and civilization, it is not only the
compliance with solemn engagements and with imperious duty ; it is still more,
it is one of public order and regarding the future. The Emperor’s Ministers
understood the mission which was confided to them, and since 1850 up to the
present day, they have shown that it has not surpassed their activity, energy,
and willingness.

V No considerations whatever have prevailed against the idea of duty. The
utmost vigilance and severity has been and will continue to be exercised against
slave-traders. They may rest assured that the Government do not lose sight of
them, whether they be in New York, Cuba, or Lisbon. Their steps are watched,
whether their speculations be directed to Havana or to Brazil. The Imperial

”' Class B, presented 1856, No. 113.
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Government will unceasingly pursue them with the whole rigour of the laws,
and are firmly resolved not to retain any oflici-als, whatever may be their rank,
who may nourish contrary sentiments. . V

The Slave Trade in Brazil is at an end; the nation does not wish it to be
Continued; attempts to revive it will cease. , ' '

Let these few words serve as the exordium to a reply which we owe to the
Lisbon “ Journal of Commerce ” of the 11th of January, which has just come
to our hands. , b

That journal published an article touching the imprisonment of Antonio
Severino de Avellar, a Portuguese subject, and his forced voyage to Pernam-
buco, in order that it might be ascertained what part he hadtaken in the attempt
made by the pilot-boat with Africans, which was captured at the bar of Serin-
haem. .

In that editorial article, as well as in the communication received by the
said journal, insults were lavished upon the Brazilian Government, and upon the
Portugueseagents at this Court z-— ' ,

“ The Government of Brazil proceeded brutally and violently in that impri—
sonment; they kept the prisoner incommunicable, they ill-treated him, and
occasioned his suffering heavy losses, in order to court the English Government,
when they ought to have been convinced of the innocence of Avellar, who left

, Rio de Janeiro in 1853 for Lisbon; went from thence to the Island ofTerceira,
his native place, where he remained until December, purchasing many lots of
national lands. From thence he went to London and the United States, returned
to London, and in August of last year went to see the Exhibition of Paris, arrived
.in Lisbon in September, and in October departed to Brazil in the- English
packet, and in November arrived in Rio de Janeiro, Where he was arrested.

“ The innocence of Avellar isthus explained, and who is there capable of
doubting it? A man who thus employed himself in visiting divers countries,
how could he be engaged in' slave-trading .9 -Is not the brutality,- the violence
of the Brazilian Government quite evident .9” , , . , ,

In all probability the author or authors of, those articles thOught that the
newspaper in which they were printed, would never, reach the hands of those
who could reply to" them, and who were as well acquainted with Avellar’s
proceedings as themselves; they wished to agitate the minds of the public in
Portugal, and thought that they might safely publish falsehoods without fear of
refutation. ’ ' ‘

The name of Antonio Severino de Avellar has long figured in the secret
registers of the police of the Empire as a famous ahd‘ daring African slave-
-trader; that individual has long been underthe vigilance of the policerauthorities, ,
who have never lost sight of him. /

In June or July last, the Government had knowledge that Avellar had
ordered two pilot-boats to be built in the River Zaire, which were to bring
Africans 'to Brazil. . i " ' . .

A pilot-boat arrives at Pernamhuco, and . is captured with negroe's atthe
Bar of Serinhaem, and the arrival of Antonio Severino de Avellar in Rio de ,
Janeiro coincides with the former. . . ‘ ,

Not to have arrested Avellar, not to have sent him to Pernambuco, for the V
purpose of confronting him with the commander and crew of the pilot-boat, if
they had been captured, would have been the most inexcusable of negligences.
How would not the authors of the articles which we now reply to have laughed
at the imbecility of the Brazilian police!

It now becomes necessary to enlighten the correspondent and the editor of the
Lisbon “ Journal of Commerce” respecting Avellar’s Voyages, which it appears
were not known to those two writers. ' ,

Avellar left Rio de Janeiro in 1853, and in the early part of11854 he
efi'ected a disembarkation of Africans on the Island of Cuba from the brig
“ Laura,” of which he was the commander. From Cuba he'went to Liverpool
or London, and the greatest part of the time which intervened until 1855 he ,
passed in Cuba, endeavouring to liquidate a speculation in Africans confided to
a certain Don Salvador. ‘ .

We are acquainted with inanyof the particulars of that negotiation, and of
the influence used in Madrid by Portuguese, in order to interest General Concha
in its favourable result. We have both the names and dates in our portfolio,

’ and shall publish everything,-if necessary.
CLASS B.
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_ VAvellar is not the man to have're'm'ained idleduring the leisure hours at his
command whilst settling his afi'airs in Cuba. He kept up regular communica—
tions with the African slave—traders in the United States and in Portugal, and
gave Orders for the purchase in the Islands (of Azores) of a good fast-sailing
vessel for ‘the Slave Trade.

Tired of the discussion which 'Was mooted on the subject of that purchase,
he resolved, as it appears, to have those two pilot-boats, of which we have
already spoken, built in the Zaire.

We do not know Whether Avellar went to the Exhibition in Paris, nor
whether he accepted an invitation to visit a certain manufacturing city in
England, for the purpose of buying goods for the coast of Africa before he went
to Paris. Perhaps the author of the communication, Who appears to us to have
been the same person who invited him to do sq, might enlighten us on this
sub'eet.

J The Brazilian Government having so many proofs demonstrating that
Antonio Severino de Avellar is a. great African slave-trader, and so many. indica-
tions that he was turning his views towards Brazil, how could or ought they to
have remained inactive? V

The assertion that the repressive measures taken against Slave Trade
were dictated by the Wish to court the favour of the English Government has lost
much of its value. There was'a time in Which it might have served: now the
whole world knows that the Brazilian Government; act of their own accord, and
only accept of the cooperation 'of the British Government.

In what does the ill-treatment and violence practised by the Brazilian
Government towards Avellar, or through their agents, consist? If he suffered
losses from his imprisonment he has only to impute them to himself. He who
assumes the position in which Avellar placed himself must reckon upon these,
and even greater, losses. No one ever thought of computing the want of profits
and the losses arising and which have resulted from the imprisonment of a
criminal, and no authority can omit doing hisduty from the consideration of the
losses which may ensue to those who, by reiterated, facts,yprove themselves to be
inimical to the laws and to society. , .

Why did not the oflicial agents of Portugal in Brazil Iremonstrate against
the brutal and violent incarceration of Avellar ? Why? Because that brutality
and violence was only an offspring of the brain of the author of the communi-
cation in question, who perhaps was concerned in Avellar’s new speculations.

And With what right could Portuguese agents intervene against the acts of
the Brazilian Government? Ought they to seek the placet of the Portuguese
Legation when they may have to apply the laws to the subjects of His Most
Faithful Majesty, or to ascertain whether they are authors of or accomplices in
the crimes of slave-trading, false coining, &c. ’!
y , We now know that the flight of the master and crew of the pilot-boat
seized at Serinhaem, and the fatality with which the papers disappeared from on
board, prevented Avellar being convicted of connivance in that attempt. The
Government, however,‘ fearing the presence of so dangerous and audacious a

, guest, banished him from the Empire.
They complied With their duty.

 

No. 127.

‘Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received May 16.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, April 14, 1856.
I BEG to have the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a despatch

which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, acquainting me
that some new slave-trading adventurers are being initiated by an entirely new
set of men, petty shopkeepers, in that city.
‘ Some time ago, it appears, a few individuals endeavoured to tamper with a
rlch planter, in order to realize their malpractices; but this rich farmer, who had
formerly lent his property for such purposes, appears not to have yielded to their
suggestions from fiear of the authorities and 'of the law. '
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Mr. Morgan says that the success of some shopkeepers in a late venture to
the Island of Cuba, where each African was sold at the enormous price of
850 silver dollars, has been the origin of the actual intended speculation at
Bahia. '

The “ Siren ” brig is at Bahia; two days ago Rear-Admiral Johnstone
dispatched the “ Spy ” to that port, Mr. Morgan says it is evident the slave—
dealers care little‘for Brazilian cruizers, but that they stand in awe of the British
fla .
g He also laments the paucity of British cruizers at present on this stationzin

which lamentation I perfectly concur; for the men-stealers, besides the very great
temptation of being able to sell their cargoes at enormous prices, have imagined
thatBritish vessels of war have been withdrawn from hence for the purposes of
war in Europe, and having belieyed in a continuance of the gigantic struggle With
Russia until very lately, have devised these speculations for slave-trading.

' A vessel called the “Jove'n Dolores,” Captain Col], was here in December,
and left Rio for Pernambuco on the 25th of that month; I have been assured
that an old slave-captain thinks that this may be the vessel by which the Bahia
people, according to M1'.'Morgan, made such an encouraging and rich specu-
lation. v

The manifest of a cargo of Africans in a vessel called “ Dolores,” destined
for Havana, was found on board the “Mary E. Smith.” Her Majesty’s Consul
at Bahia has told me that he had furnished your Lordship with a copy of it : in
the one I possess, I find several Brazileiro-Portuguese, as well as Spanish
names.

Her Majesty’s Consul informs me that Cranovich, the captain of the
“Mary E. Smith,” died. in the hospital of Bahia, on the 19th of March.

It has been intimated to me that he is still alive, and had since been seen
at the United States’ Consulate in that city; _ .

I cannot vouch for .the truth of this assertion; but in this country many
things are possible, especially in slave-trading afi'airs.

There are still many slave-dealers who do a great deal of trade in buying
and selling Ladino blacks, and. dispatching them from one province to another,
chiefly from the north hither.
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Consul Morgan to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, ‘ Bahia, April 4, 1856.
I REGRET it is my duty to acquaint you that information has reached

me, from a reliable source,that some slave-trading ventures are being initiated
by an entirely new set at men, petty shopkeepers established in this city, for the
purpose of introducing Africans into the province. ,

Some time ago, I heard that a few individuals had been in negotiation with
a planter who has an estate on the River Comandatuba, south of Ilheos, to ‘
assist in the realization of these malpractiees, but the negotiation had been
protractedinot on account of_ any scruples the planter entertained, as he was
formerly much engaged in, and lent his property for, such purposes, but from a
fear of the Vigilance of the authorities, and the reality of the law. , 7

I cannot learn the names of the parties interested, as my informer would
not mention them; but it appears to me clear that they do not fear the Brazilian
cruizers, while they apprehend, if peace be effected in Europe, the coast of Brazil '
will again be narrowly watched by a new batch under the British flag. ,

These intended speculations seem to have originated'in the success some
of these shopkeepers had met in a late venture to the Island of Cuba, where it
is said they safely landed a cargo of Africans, which were Sold at the enormous
price of 850 silver dollars per head. I ,

I have seen 'both the President of the Province and the Chief of Police on
the subject, and I atn satisfied these respectable authorities will not omit any
endeavour to discover the parties I have indicated as about to revive this
infamous Traffic in the province. The latter told me he had no fear of any
attempt, eitherin the vicinity of the capital or towards the north, where no good
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port is to be found; but he expressed his apprehension of Caravellas and other

districts to the south, where so many favourable ports and rivers are to be met

With for clandestine disembarkations.

I cannot help calling your attention to the very inefficient force we have on

this station. Her Majesty’s ship “ Siren” can hardly be expected to perform

the laborious duties of cruizing over 600 miles with any effect, Without a consort.

As one cruizer is going south, another ought to be coming northward, and thus

the slave-dealers, who stand so much in awe of the British flag, would be

convinced that we have not entirely abandoned the determinationto put down

their infamous enterprises. The Imperial Government have, it is true,»sent the

steam-sloop “Magé” to reinforce their squadron here, but she arrived with four

feet water in her hold, and Will not be of any assietance for months to come;

while, were we to have a couple of men-of-war watehing on this station, it would

tend to stimulate the Brazilians to greater exertions, for fear of our cruizers

taking a prize.
It is to this very state of inefliciency in maintaining British cruizers

constantly on this station, under the mistaken idea some of these men—stealers

entertain that they had been withdrawn for the purposes of war in Europe, that

these speculations to the Havana, and now to the coast, have been initiated, and

are being carried out; and I should not be surprised if the slavers at Rio had

come to the same conclusion.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

No. 128.

The Earl of Clarendon to Afr. Jerningham.

Sir, Foreign 0flice, May 19, 1856.

I TRANSMIT to you, herewith, cupy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s

Consul at Lagos dated the 21st of February lasti’“ reporting that he had received

information from a source likely to be well informed on such matters, that two

cargoes of slaves had been landed a few months before on the coast' of Brazil;

and I have to instruct you to communicate the information contained in

Mr. Campbell’s despatch to the Brazilian Government.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

, No. 129.

' The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

311‘, Foreign Ofice, May 20, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the ,1st instant, I inelose, for

yoin: Information, the accompanying copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s
Minister at Llsbon,1' inclosing copies of his correspondenbe With the Portuguese
Government relative to the inhuman conduct of the masters of the two Portu—
guese vessels “ General Rego ” and “ Emilia ” towards certain self-emancipated
Africans whomthey had engaged to convey from Bahia to Lagos.

' I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

- ‘5‘ No: 2‘ + No. 331‘.
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No. 130.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham;

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, May 21, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 20th instant, I inclose, for

your information, a copy of a further desPatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at
Lisbon,”g giving the 'substance of the depositions of , Captain Lage, of the
“Afrieano,” late “ General Rego,” on the occasion of his having been interro-
gated by the tribunal before which he was summoned by the Portuguese
authorities. ' ,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 131.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Je’rm'ngham.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 31, 1856.
WITH reference to your - despatch of the 11th ultimofi I have to

acquaint you that I approve of your having addressed a note to the Brazilian
Minister for Foreign Affairs requesting to be furnished with any information
which the Brazilian authorities might be able to procure With regard to the
wreck of a vessel fitted out for the Slave Trade, which the Commander of Her
Majesty’s ship “Trident” reported to have been discovered on shore near
Caravellas in the early part of last year. '

I am, &c. '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 132. ' ,
'The Earl of Clarendon t0 MB‘. Jei‘nin'g'ham.

‘ ’ Foreign Ofice, J2me4, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the. 9th- of Aprilht relative to the

position of those negro slaves in Brazil who received certificates of emancipation
from the Mixed British and Brazilian Commission Courts. It appears by your
despatch, and by the correspondence upon this subject which passed between
Mr. Howard and the Brazilian Ministers in 1854, that although the Brazilian“
Government issued in 1853 a decree providing that negToes of this class, who
were in the service of private individuals, should be entitled to their freedom at
the end of fourteen years, yet the Brazilian Government have claimed for them-
selves the right to keep in bondage, for an indefinite period, any of the
certificated negroes who might be in the employment of the public departments.

I have to instruct you to address a note to the Brazilian Minister for
Foreign Afi'airs, stating that the regulations relative to the negroes in question,
Which are laid down in the Treaty concluded between Great Britain and
Poftugal onythe 28th of July, 1817, and adopted by Brazil in 1826, are still
binding upon Brazil, and that Her Majesty’s Government are, therefore,
entitled to claim the exact fulfilment of those Regulationsin regard to any
negroes who may have received certificates of emancipation from the MixedCommission Courts.

' I ‘. You Will point out to the Brazilian Minister that Article 7 of the Regula-
tions for the MiXed Commissions, annexed to the above-mentioned Treaty of
.1uly 1817, not only provides that the slaves receiving certificates of emancipaatlon from the Mixed CommissiOn shall be delivered over to the Government ‘inwhoseterritory the Commission emancipating them shall be established, to be
employed as servants or free labourers, but that Article also stipulates that

Sir,

4* No.332. Jr No. 125. n: No.123.
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“ each of the two .GoVernments binds itself to guarantee the liberty of such
portion of these individuals as shall be respectively consigned to it.” You will
say, that it appears manifest to Her Majesty’s Government that it cannot have
been the intention of the parties to these Treaties to prolong the period of
service of the Africans consigned to them to the extent to which the bondage
of the negroes employed under the public departments in Brazil has been, and
it appears may still he, protracted.

You will say that when it is borne in mind that the greater part of the
Africans so employed must have received certificates from the Mixed CommiSa
sion, Her Majesty’s Government consider themselves entitled to take an interest
in their fate, and more particularly in the emancipation of those amongst them
who were captured by British cruizers, and delivered over to the Brazilian
authorities; and you will add, that Her Majesty’g; Government rely upon the
honour and humanity of the Brazilian Government liberally and fully to carry
into effect the provisions of the Treaty of 1817 in favour of these unfortunate
negroes. ,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 133.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jem-ingham.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofiice, June 4, 1856.

WITH reference to that part of your despatch of the 9th of April,*
V which relates "to the 3 slaves who belonged to the late John Craven, I have to
instruct you to remind the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afiairs that this
matter was brought by you under the notice of the Brazilian Government so
Iong ago as the 8th of October, .1853, and you Will express the regret of Her
Majesty’s Government at the long delay which has occurred in an afi‘air appa-
rently so simple as the fulfilment of the promise made by the Brazilian Govern-
ment that these slaves should receive their freedom.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 V

No. 134.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

SW9 ‘7 _ Foreign O_fi‘ice, June 6, 1856.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s

Consul at Pernambucofr by which you will perceive that the contractors who
have engaged to construct the works of the Recife and San Francisco Railway
Lombany, intend to employ slave labOur in carrying on their works, notwith-
standlug that suche proceeding would he in direct contravention of the terms
on Which the Brazilian Government granted permissiOn for the construction of
the railway, by which the company were bound not to possess slaves, and not to
eiiiploy 1n the work of construction other than free people ; and if, upon inquiry
of Mr. Cowper,‘you should find that the contractors still entertain the idea of
employing slave labour in the construction of the works of the railway, I have to
instruct you to request that the Brazilian Governn'xent will require the parties
who are makiug this railway strictly to comply with their enga‘rement not to
employslaves 111 its construction. D

. I trausmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a, letter upon this
subject which has been addressed by my direction to the Secretary of the Recife
»Rallway Company:

I am, &e.
(Signed) _ CLARENDON.

 

4* No. 124. 1- No. 267. "i; Inclosure 1 in No. 26’3-
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No. 135.

Mr. Jemingham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—(Recetved June 9.)

(Extract) Rio de Janei1‘0,May 8, tests.
I BEG to have the honour to forward to your Lordship, copy of the speech

‘ of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, at the opening: of the present session of
the Chambers.

 

Inclosure in N0. 135.

Speech of the Emperor of Brazil, in opening the Session of the General Legislative
Assembly, on the 3rd of May, 1856.

(Translation)

MOST august and worthy Sirs, Representatives of the nation,—I congra-
tulate you on the present meeting of the General Assembly. , '

The epidemic which, in the course of the last year, invaded some pl‘ovinces
0f the Empire. and this capital, has successively attacked the greatest part of.
the other provinces. . V

The evils occasioned by that terrible scourge continue profoundly to afflict
my heart. I, however, confide in Divine. Providence, that, in His infinite mercy,
hearkening to our fervent prayers, He will for ever remove ‘it from Brazil.

My Government have not been sparing of' their efl’orts, nor" will they cease
to exercise them, towards affording relief to such populations as may be attacked
by the disease. ,

They have generally given proofs of resignation and courage ; and numerous
acts of charity and dedication have rendered themselves worthy of my especial
praise, and of public thankfulness. ,

Our agriculture has suffered a considerable loss of hands, and it- therefore
becomes daily more urgent to provide for the acquisition of industrious and
well-behaved colonists towards the maintenance and development of the produc-
tions of our fertile soil. '

This undertaking, however, does not only depend upon the powers of the
State ; it principally calls for, the spontaneous co-operation of all our rural
proprietors, and I reckon upon their patriotism, which will cause them to be
sensible of the truth of this statement. ' ‘ "

I watch with. the greatest solicitude over the accomplishment of this
national interest, and over the confidence which you may repose in my Govern-'
ment, by aiding them, as I trust, With the necessary means for the realizing of
so transcendent a benefit,‘ which Will be requited by decisive and persevering
execution on their parts. h . '

The public revenue, notwithstanding the unfavourable circumstances of the
last two years, has been superiOr to the forethought, of the Government. Its_
progressive tendency is manifested in such a manner, that Such an excess of
receipts Would appear in the budget which will be presented to you, if it were}
not for the natural increase of the public eXpenditure, and the differences
resulting from the general rise ofprices. I "

. As the nEW Customs Tarifl‘ contains some notable reductions of duties, it
will not be prudent to carry it into execution, unless you should enable them to
avoid the disproportion of the receipts, Which, however, there is reason to
suppose Will be but of short duration; . _

Notwithstanding all the measures taken for the repression of the abominable .
Slaye Trade, some adventurers have dared to attempt new speculations; but the
Vigilance of my Government, aided by public opinion, succeeded'in frustrating
then- designs, as I trust will ever be the case; ‘ '

The administration of " justice, the army, and the navy, still claim from
your wisdom those meaSIIres which, upon another occasion, I recommended to
your consideration. ‘ . . , _ V _

Peace with all other nations, the incessant object of my cares, suhsists
unaltered. ' .
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In accordance With the Government of the Republic of the Uruguay, I
resolved upon the cessation of the military aid which we afforded that State.

I saw, with pleasure, that the conduct of the Brazilian Division has always
been most praiseworthy, and that its discipline and morality were publicly and
solemnly acknowledged by the Government and the Oriental people.

The stipulations which for a length of time have hound us to the Argentine
Confederation have been confirmed and developed by means of a Treaty of
Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation, which is grounded on a solid and
durable basis.

A Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation has likewise been made
between my Government and that of the Republic of the Paraguay, by which
the question of navigation and fluvial transit is solved; that other respecting
boundaries being put off until a more suitable oceasion, within the term of the
said Treaty.

August and most worthy Sits, Representatives of the nation,-——Peace and
internal order are becoming daily more consolidated by the calmness which
presides over the spirits of the pnb1ic, and by the general tendency to labour,
and towards improving the state of the country.

This result, which is in a great part owing tq the policy hitherto followed,
justifies a continuation of the frank and decided support which it always has
deserved on your part. I therefore hope that, in paying attention to the neces~
sities pointed out by my Government, you will vote for the measures which they
call for, and thus promote the happiness and aggrandizement 0f the nation.

The session is opened.

 

V No. 136.

Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendonar—(Received June 9!).

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 9, 1856.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 26th of March,'*
forwarding a copyrof a despatch received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos,
Mr. Campbell, complaining of the barbarous conduct of the masters of two
Portuguese vessels, named “ General Rego” and the “ Anilia,” towards several
liberated Africans Whom they had engaged to convey from Bahia to Lagos,
I beg to state to your Lordship that I have communicated the contents of
Mr. Campbell’s despatch to Senhor Paranhos in a note, copy of which is herein
inc1osed, and have also verbally recommended to his Excellency, on the part of
Her Majesty’s Government, the adoption of the plan suggested by Mr. Campbell,
of obliging the owners of vessels taking liberated Africans from the ports of
Brazil to give bond for the disembarkation of such persons and their property
at the proper places designated by the Africans themselves at the time of their
departure.

The captain of the “Emilia,” mentioned in Mr. Campbell’s despatch, is
most probably the celebrated Jacinto Derizanz well known in Slave Trade history,
and who was in Bahia some time before the close of last year.

This man, since his escape after being captured by Her Majesty’s
steamer “Cormorant” in 1851, has been known to have successfully landed
cargoes of slaves in Cuba; and now, instead of quietly returning to his .native
country, Yenezuela, as he formerly intended, he has most probably given way
to his old sea-roving propensities, ready for any Slave Trade‘scheme that the

. slave—dealers may think proper to confide to his dexterous and intelligent
management.

In May 1854: this individual arrived at Rio de Janeiro in a North American
brig, “General Pierce,” when Mr. Howard, Her Majesty’s Minister, knowing
well his antecedents, and learning that he had. been making inquiries after his
former associates, called the attention of Viscount de Abaeté, then Minister for
Foreign Affairs, to Captain Jacinto’s presence, with a View of frustrating any
design this old offender might have in contemplation. ,

If Captain Jacinto, of the “ Emilia,” is the same person as Jacinta
Derizanz, there are strong groimds for believing that vessel’s advent to the coast

‘3‘ Class B, presented 1836, No. 150.
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of Africa had some other object in view, which suspicion the cruel and wanton
conduct manifested against the liberated Africans conveyed from Bahia would
seem to confirm.

Respecting the captain of the “ General Rego,” I know nothing ; but the
barbarous conduct of that individual, detailed in Mr. Campbell’s despatch,
proclaims him a more heartless personage than many an unscrupulous slave~
dealer.

I have, &c. , £ ,
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM. ,

 

Inclosure in No. 136.

Mr. Jemingham to Smhar Paranhos.

Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, May 5, 1856’.
I HAVE been instructed by Her Majesty‘s Government to communicate to

your Excellency the contents of a letter which has been received from Her
Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, complaining of the barbarous conduct of the masters
of two Portuguese vessels named “ General Rage” and the “Emilia,” toWards
several liberated Africans Whom they had engaged to convey from Bahia toLa 05. '

g It appears that the master of the “Rego” forced 40 Africans to land at
Whydah, a notorious slave-mart, where they were first plundered of theirproperty, and then sent to the King of Dahomey, who put them to death because
they were Eqbas, with which nation he. is at enmity ; and in the case of the“Emilia,” l5 Africans were put on shore at Aghwey; and although they had
the good fortune to escape from thence, their property was detained on board
that vessel. ‘

Such are the deplorable and unjust occurrences which took place to theliberated Africans who were returning to their native country in the above-
mentioned Portuguese vessels from Bahia; and I am directed to state that HerMajesty’s Government feel convinced that the Imperial Government of BrazilWill be ready to take any measures which may be in their power to prevent the
recurrence of such heartless and cruel treatment of the Africans, who are forcedby the Government of Brazil to quit this country as soon as they have beenliberated ; and Her Majesty’s Government beg to recommend to the Imperial
Government the adoption of' the plan suggested by Mr. Campbell, of obliging'
the owners of vessels taking liberated Africans from the ports of Brazil to givebond for the disembarkation of such passengersvand their property atthe placesdesignated at the time of departure by the‘Africans themselves. '

I avail, &c. ,
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNIN'GHAM. -

 

No. 137.

Mr. Jern’ingham to the Earl of Clarendon—(Re'ceived June 9.)

My Lord, ‘ Rio de Janeiro, May 9, 1856.
IN obedience to your LOrdship’s instructions contained in your despatch ofthe 17th Marchfi“ I beg to state that I have expressed to the Brazilian GOvernmentthe great satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at the capture by theBrazilian schooner of the North American slaver “ Mary E. Smith.”

I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM. ,

 

* Class B, presented 1856, No. 147.CLASS B.
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‘ Inclosure in No. 137.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Jerningham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, May 7, 1856.

THE Undersigned, &c., has .the honour tq reply to the note of the 5th

instant, wherein Mr.‘Jeruingham, &c., informs him that he has received instruc—

tions to manifest to the Imperial Government the great satisfaction felt by Her

Britannic Majesty’s Government upon learning the capture of the siaver schooner

“ Mary E. Smith,” ofl‘ the port of St. Matthew’s by a Brazilian war cruizer.

Mr. Jerningham added to this communication that, notwithstanding the

Legation of Her Britannic Majesty having already congratulated the Imperial

Government on the said event, he availed himself of the occasion to reiterate his

congratulations. ,

The Undersigned has the honour to request Mr. Jerningham to be so good

as to bring to the knowledge of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty,

that the Imperial Government have duly appreciated, and return thanks to Her

Britannia Majesty's Government for, the manifestation which they have been

pleased to address to them upon the occasion of a fact Which evidently shows

the zeal with which the Brazilian authorities have taken to heart the repression

of the Slave Trade.
The Undersigned, &c.

 

(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

No. 138.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 9.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 12, .1856.

I BEG to have the honour to state to your Lordship, with reference to your

Lordship’s despatch of the 31st March,ale in which your Lordship forwarded to me

copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister in“ Lisbon, respecting the order

given by the Brazilian Government for the expulsion of the slave-deaier Avellar,

and of the clandestine departure of Francisco José da Rosa from Rio de Janeiro for

Loanda, both of which had been communicated to Mr. Howard by the Brazilian

Minister in Portugal, M. Maciel Monteiro, that I have, in conformity with your

Lordship’s instructions, thanked Senhor Paranhos for having caused M. Monteii'o

to convey this intelligence to Mr. Howard.

I beg, however, to point out to your Lordship a little inaccuracy in

M. Monteiro’s statement. His Excellency says, that measures Were taken for

Avellar’s arrest, and, eventually, for his expulsion, by the Brazilian Government,

at my requisition; this is partly incorrect. I urged this Government to arrest

Aveliar, in order 'to undergo judicial proceedings, as he had been denounced to

Her Majesty’s Legation as being the person who had fitted out two pilot—boats

for slave-trading, one of which was supposed to be that which was captured near

Serinhaem ; but-his expulsion from Brazil was the act of the Imperial Govern-

ment alone, who never acquainted me of this proceeding until after the decision

had been taken and carried, I believe, into effect.

In speaking to Senhor Paranhos the other day, upon this subject, he quite

agreed with me, and said Aveilar’s being sent out of the country was the pure

act of the Brazilian Government themselves.
Avellar was suspected of being privy to the Serinhaem attempt at slave-

trading, was examined, and, as I haVe been told, reVealed a good deal on slave-

trading matters. There were, however, I susPeet, no legal grounds or proofs

to convict him in a Court of Justice; but the Brazilian Government having

ample reasons for not wishing for the further presence of this notorious slave-

dealer in the country, gave him his passport for Lisbon. In doing so they made

use of their prerogative, and I should not be sorry to see it put in force against

some others of M. Avellar’s felloW-countrymen, in the interests of humanity and

0f Slave Trade repression.
I have, 850.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM. '
 

* Class 13. presented 1856, No. 151.
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No. 139.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Reccived June 9.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 12, 1856.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 8th ultimo; in

which your Lordship incloses, for my information, 'copy ofe despatch from
Mr. Howard, announcing that am’angementsvfbr ~1'edeeming the fiigitive Brazilian
slave, José Maria, were upon the point of being, completed by the Portuguese
Government, I beg to state that I have acquainted Senhor Paranhos of the fact,
who told me he had also received a despatch on this matter from the Brazilian
Minister in Lisbon. -

I have, 8w. 1 , . 7
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
 

No. 140.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receivcd June 9.)

My Lord, Rio de Janei‘ro, May 12,1856.
I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the

27th March,# forwarding, for my information, copy of a despatch from Her
Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, Mr. Campbell, reporting the revival of -the Slave
Trade in the Bight of Benin ; and I beg to have the honour to state that, in
conformity With your Lordship’s instructions, I have communicated the substance
of Mr. Campbell’s despatch to the Brazilian Government.

I have also read this dcspatch t0 the British Admiral commanding Her
Majesty’s squadron on this station.

 

I have, 8:0. V
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

No. 141.

Mr. Jemingham t0 the Ea'rl 0f Clarendon.——(Rcccivecl June 9.)

My Lord, Rio tle Janeiro, May 12, 1856;
IN your Lordship’s despatch of the Slst of Marchj' your Lordshipforwarded to me copies of a letter addressed by Her Majesty’s Consul at Oportoto Mr. Howard, and likewise of a despatch from Mr. Howard, respecting thecase of a Brazilian Slave named José Maria, who having escaped from theBrazilian brig “ Iris,” at Oporto, was then taken prisoner, and was some time

afterwards put on board another Brazilian vessel, to be sent home to his master,upon Which occasion, having attempted to regain his liberty, he was wounded,and taken back to prison. I
Your Lordship refers meto Mr. Howard’s despatch, in Whichlit is‘to beseen that although the‘ Brazilian Minister, M. Monteiro, was obliged to demand,formally, the extradition of this slave, yet his Excellency did everything possibleto secure the liberatiOn of this individual, and also obtained from his Govern-ment the order directing the competent authorities in Brazil to prevent theembarkation of slaves on vessels bound for Portugal. ' ,
In consequence of your Lordship’s instructions I have expressed to theBrazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs the satisfaction‘with Which Her Majesty’sGovernment have regarded the proceedings of M. Monteiro in thisrbusiness, andthe orders issued thereupon by the Brazilian Government.
.1 must, however, state to your Lordship, that according to the law ofBrazil slaves are not allowed to be. employed or taken in vessels h0und forforeign shores, and are only permitted to embark in those which ply in thecoasting-trade of this country. ' ’

I have, &c. ‘ ' )
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
 

9‘ Class B, presented 1856, N . I49. 1‘ Ibid., No. 152.
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No. 142.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendonae—(Received June 9.)

My‘Lord, I Rio de Janeiro, May 14, 1856 ‘

I BEG to forward to your Lordship copy of a despatch from Admiral

Johnstone, inclosing to me extract of a letter from Lieutenant Christian,

commanding Her Majesty’s ship "Rifleman,” relative to two vessels suspected
of being destined for the Slave Trade.

The “ Cruz V” was a long time at Santos, and private information pointing

her out as an object for suspicion, Her Majesty’s brig “ Express,” Captain Boys,

went dowu there to look after her some time ago, and, lately, the Admiral directed

Her Majesty’s ship “ Rifleman ” to do the same. ,
The “ Cruz V," after the return hither of Her Majesty’s brig “ Express,”

published an advertisement for a cargo of coffee, and she has now left for Liver-

pool, I have been told; but Lieutenant Christian says, for Plymouth.

The “ Santa Clara” was lying at Santos ready for sea, having cleared out

for Pernambuco, when the “ Rifleman ’.’ left, with 20,000 arohas of coffee. This

vessel, howeve11,belongs to the well-known slave-trader Thomas da Costa Ramos,

and I shall write to Mr. Cowper to have her movements watched.

I have received, as yet, no authentic information respecting the reported

landing,near the Island of San Sebastifio, of 180 blacks (at Caraguatatuba). One

person, who knows the coast, says it would not be possible, as there is no road

over the Serra, and that the country is peopled, and that a detachment is

stationed, on the only road the Bozals would have to pass. However, I have

been assured from another quarter that this landing did take place at Caragua-

tatuba. Next month I shall be able to give more positive information.

The Commendador Bernardino Ferreira de Faria has been again arrested

(this time, at the request of the Chief of the Police at‘Bahia) for complicity in

a the Slave Trade speculation of the “ Mary E. Smith.”

I am informed the sailors of that captured schooner deposed against him.

This gentleman, respecting whom great interest and “ empenhas ” have
been made here by influential people, has left for Bahia to answer charges
preferred against him.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 142.

Rear-Admiral Johnstone to Mr. Jerm'ngham.

Sir, “ Madagascar,” Rio de‘Janeiro, May 9, 1856.

I BEG to annegt an extract of a. letter from Lieutenant Christian,

commanding the “ Rifleman,” dated from Santos on the 6th instant, relative to
the two Portuguese vessels “ Cruz V,” and “ Santa Clara,” suspected of being
fitting for the Slave Trade. '

I have, 810.
(Signed) W. HOPE JOHNSTONE.

 

Inclosm'e 2 in No. 142.

Lieutenant Chflstian to Rear-Admiml Johnstone.

(Extract) Santos, May 6, 1856.

WE met the Portuguese. brig “ Cruz V” going down the river on the
morning of our arrival. She was deeply laden with a cargo of coffee, and is

bound for Plymouth to await orders. . .
We found the barque “Santa Clara ” still lying here, but ready for sea.

She has on board 20,000 arobas of cofi’ee. She sailed the next day (May 4),
having cleared out from the custom—houee for Pernambuco.
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I have been endeavouring to get information respecting the latter vessel,the only one of the two that appeared to me to have anything suspicious abouther, on account of her looking rather light, but with no success.

 

No. 143.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.‘ . V

Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 19, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 30th of April. last, approvingthe circular despatch addressed by you to Her Majesty’s Consuls in Brazil,instructing them to warn the masters of British merchant-vessels of the liabilitiesto which they subjected themselves by'harbouring slaves on board their ships

with the view to carry them away, I have to state, that as merchant-vessels aresubject to the law and jurisdiction of the country in whose ports theymay be, itwas right that warning should be given to the masters of British vessels withregard to this matter ; but it should be borne in mind that if a, slave were totake refuge on board a British ship of war, it will still, as heretofore, be theduty of the captain to refuse to surrender such slave. '
I am, &c. ‘ , ,

(Signed) . CLARENDON. ,
 

No. 144.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerm’ngham.

Foreign Oflice, June 30, 1856. ‘
WITH reference to my despatch to you of the 6th instant, I now tra.n3mitto you, for ' your information, a copy of a letter, with its inclosure'sfl‘ whichhas been received at this Department from the Secretary to the Recife and SfioFrancisco Railway Company, containing the answer of the Board of Directorsto the charge that the contractors who have engaged to construct the Works ofthat line, intend to employ slave-labour in carrying them out. [ ‘

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

Slr,

 

No. 145.

Mr. Jerm'ngham ‘to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received July'9.‘)

My Lord, » ' 1 Rio de Janeiro, June 9, 1856. 1
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of May 1, transmittingto me copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, reporting theresult of’ the representation which he made, in fulfilment of your Lordship’s

instructions, to the Portuguese Government, in consequence of' the conduct of ,the captains of the Portuguese vessels “ General Rego” (now “Africano”), and
the “Emilia,” who‘ were said forcibly to have landed some liberated Africans atWhydah and Aghwey, who had taken passage in these vessels, instead of puttingthem ashore at Lagos, where they had intended tohave disembarkcd, I beg tostate that I spoke to Senhor Pai‘anhos again on this subject, and I begged hisExcellency to hgve the kindness to attend to the suggestions contained-in my
previous communication to him last month. that the Brazilian authorities shouldrequire the owners of vessels taking liberated Africans from the ports of Brazil'to give bond for the disembarkation of such passengers and their property at_ The places; designated by the Africans themselves at the time of their departurefrom hence. . , ' »I beg to annex copy of the note which I addressed last month to SenhorParanhos on this subject. , y ’ _

I I have, &c. , y , 1 f . '
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.‘
 

‘ »* Incloshre‘s in No. 268.



126 BRAZIL.

Inclosure in No. 145.

.Mr. Jemingham to Senhor Paranhos.

Excellent Sir, Rip de Janeiro, May 5, 1856.

I HAVE been instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to communicate to

your Excellency the contents of a letter which has been received from Her
Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, complaining of the barbarous conduct of the masters

of two Portuguese vessels named “ General Rego” and the “ Emilia,” towards

several liberated Africans whom they had engaged to convey from Bahia to

La as.
g It appears that the master of the “Rego” forced 40 Africans to land at

Whydah, a notorious elave—mart, Where they were first plundered of their

property, and then sent to the King of Dahomey, who put them to death
because they were Egbas, with which nation he is‘at enmity; and in the case
of the “ Emilia,” 15 Africans were put on shore at; AghWey, and although they
had the good fortune to escape from thence, their property was detained on board
that vessel.

Such are the deplorable and unjust occurrences which took place to the
liberated Africans who were returning to their native country in the above-
mentioned Portuguese vessels from Bahia; and I are directed to state, that Her
Majesty’s Government feel convinced that the Imperial Government of Brazil
will be ready to take any measures which may be‘ in their power to prevent
the recurrence of such heartless and cruel treatment of the Africans who are
forced by the Government of Brazil to quit this cquntry as soon as they have
been liberated; and Her Majesty’s Government beg to recommend to the
Imperial Government the adoption of the plan suggested by Mr. Campbell, of
obliging the owners of vessels taking liberated Afrieans from the ports of Brazil,
to give bond for the disembarkation of such passengers and their property at the
places designated at the time of departure by the Africans themselves.

I avail, &c.

 

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

No. 146.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received July 9.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, June 10, 1856.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 28th of April last,

approving the letter Which I had addressed to Senhor Paranhos on the 29th
of January last, respecting the question of Mr. Craven’s 3 slaves, I beg to
state I have written again on this matter to his Excellency, expressing to Senhor
Paranhos the regret which Her Majesty’s Government experience that this act of
justice has been so long and vexatiously delayed.

Three or four weeks ago I spoke upon the subject to the Under-Secretary of
State, Senhor d’Azambuja, When this gentleman ihformed me that he would
attend to it in earnest, and that he thought everything was now arranged
respecting it in the Department of the Minister of Justice.

I have, Sac. ,
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
 

No. 147.

1111'. Jeminghdm to the Earl of Clarendonr—(Receieed’ July 9.)

MY Lord, Rio de Janeiro,June 12, 1856. '

, _I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of the report of the
Sectlon of Justice of the Council of State upon the trial and condemnation of
the North American schooner the “Mary E. Smith,” captured With Africans
on board by the Brazilian brigantine of war “ Olinda” on the 20th of January last.

L ‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) WMi STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
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Inclosure in N0. ,147.

Report. of the Section of Justice of the Cquncil of State in the case of the “ Mary
E. Smith.”

(Translation)

Sire,

ON the 20th day of January of this year, at half-past 5 o’clock in the
afternoon, the brigantine of war “ Olinda,” commanded by the First Lieutenant
Bernardo Antonio Loureiro, captured the North American schooner “Mary
E. Smith,” which was at anchor two miles from the Bar of St. Matthew’s, bearing
south-west.

Besides the captain, Vincent Daniel Cranatich, eight men of the crew, and
two Portuguese passengers were taken prisoners on board, and 384 Africans,
some of them understanding and speaking the Portuguese language, and the
remainder being perfect Bozals.

The prize having been sent to Bahia, was there tried and condemned by the
Auditor of Marine, Whose sentence, dated the let of February last, declared
the schooner to be a good prize, and the Africans who came in her to be free,
ordering the fulfilment of the existing laws and regulations. '

An appeal from this sentence having been addressed to the Council ofState, your Imperial Majesty was pleased, by an order dated the 18th of last
March, to determine that the Section of Justice of this Council should take
cognizance of it. - _

From the examination of the official reports, the records of surveys, the
interrogatories of the captain, crew and passengers, and from the depositions ofwitnesses subpoenaed, as appears in the process, the Section has collected the
following facts :— , .

The “ Mary E. Smith” having been built in Essex, in the State ofMassachusetts (and for slave—tradiug purposes, as affirmed by the surveyors) of122 tons burthen, owned by the said Captain Cranatich, left Boston in ballast
on the 25th of October, 1855, destined for the coastof' Africa, with a crew ofeight persons, and the Portuguese Jofto José Vianna as passenger. ,

Arriving on the coast of Africa, to the south of Cape Lopez (as the captain
says), he met a canoe with an agent of the Spaniard Riveroza, there established,
Who proposed to the captain the fi'eighting or purchase of his vessel. '

' He accepted the former, and (as the sailor Manoel da Silva says) consented
to receive on board, at Cabega de Cobra and Mangue Grande, more than 400Africans, with the indispensable quantity of water and provisions, as well asanother passenger, Manoel Alves da Silva Bastos, and the sailors Ma‘noel daSilva and Manoel Luiz Antonio Leitfio, all Portuguese, Who (the captain says)undertook to put up the fittings on board. 'Thus being dispatched, the schooner left the coast of Africa on the 14th ofDecember last, and sailed for Brazil destined to Aldea Velha, in the province ofEspirito Santo, which place, the captain says, was pointed out to him by thesailor Leitfio.

. ‘On the arrival of the schooner in sight of this place, and Without coming toanchor, the passenger Bastos went on shore in the boat to speak to a brother of vhis, as he affirmed. Upon returning on board on the following morning, the??iilhBastos stated that it was impossible to effect a disembarkation at Aldeae a. ’
The schooner, therefore, proceeded to‘the Rivet Mucury, and afterwards tothedBar of St. Matthew’s, where she came to anchor, and was captured as abovesai . .
To these criminal facts the Section laments the having to add that a great ,n_umber of the Africans have died, not only during the passage across, but alsoSince the capture of the schooner. Nor could any other result have beenexpected from the atrocious accumulation of more than 400 individuals in thehold of a vessel of 122 tons.
In consideration, therefore,.of these facts, as set forth in the record of theprocess, although some of them may be incorrect; and principally from theessential fact, fully proved, of the said schooner having been captured in the
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territorial waters of Brazil laden with Bozal Africans, the Section is of" opinion

that the sentence of the Auditor of Marine relative to the “ Mary E. Smith”

is well founded, and ought to be confirmed.

Chamber of Conferences of the Section of Justice of the

Council of State, April 17, 1856.

(Signed) MARQUESS DE ABRANTES.
VISCONDE DE MARANGUAPE.

EUZEBIO DE QUEIROZ COUTO. MATTOSO

 

CAMARA.
Be it so.
Palace, May 17, 1856.

[(Signed by the Emperor.)

(Signed) JOSE THOMAS NABUCO DE ARAUJO.

No. 148.

Mr. Jemingham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.»—-(Received July 9.)

(Extract) ' Rte (10 Janeiro, June 13, 1856.

THERE is arumour, and I see it is mentiqned also in the “ Jornal do

Commereio,” that a disembarkation of Africans has; been effected on the coast of

the Province of Maranham.
It is stated that the President of the province has sent out a brig of war,

With thirty soldiers on board, in the direction of Tut'yassu, where this force, being

united with the 4th Company of “ Pedestres,” and twenty more soldiers employed

in the exploration of the Serra of Aricamba, and further to the north the garrison

of the Military Colony of Gurapy, will make a seareh and institute inquiries.

It is said, if the landing has been effected in that direction, neither the

delinquents nor the unhappy victims Will be able to escape through this military

circle.
I have been told the Government have no real intelligence of the matter,

but that they belieVe there may be Something in it?
I am‘told that it is i'eported that between 500 and 600 have been landed;

but nothing appears to be really known as yet either in that respect, or as to

What vessel imported them.
Senhor Paranhos has promised me information respecting the searches

made in the Rio Una to the south of Rio de Janeiro, Where it was said some

Bozals had been imported ; but his Excellency says that the result of these

researches has verified that the report was unfounded.

 

No. 149.

Mr. Jernihgham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 9.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro', June 13, 1856.

I BEG to have the honour to forward to yourLordship copy of the deposi-

tions of the master of the American slaver the “ Mary E. Smith,” and of several

intercepted letters respecting that vessel.
I have, &c.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in N0. 149.

Deposition.

(Translation)

THE said’deponent said, in answer to the interrogatories put to him by the

Chief of Police:
That his name is Vincent Daniel Cranotich ; that he is a native of Venice ;

an American citizen, of the State of Louisiana; 35 years old ; is a bachelor;

and is, a seafaring perSon. '
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That the “ Mary E. Smith” was his own property; that he caused her tobuilt in Boston, and that when ready for sea she cost him 15,000 dollars.That he sailed from Boston on the 25th or 26th of August last, for Monte-video, in ballast, and provisions for his crew for twelve months, and with eightpipes of water.

_That his crew consisted of eight persons, including himself—his mate, ,Andrew Wilson, having remained on the coast of Africa ; thatrhe did not bringa boatswain, because on his return from the coast of Africa he named the sailorJoseph Sisson to act in that capacity. ,-That he brought as passenger from Boston, the Portuguese subject JofioJose Vianna, who is a prisoner along with himself and the crew.That when he left Boston it was his intention first to touch in the ports ofAfrica, to try to sell his vessel ; and that on arriving to‘ the southward of CapeLopes, in latitude 2° 28’ south, a canoe appeared to him, with a Spaniard, agentof' Riverosa, who resides on the coast of Africa, who came to him with a letterfrom the said Riverosa, proposing to purchase or freight his vessel, which he,the deponent, accepted the first part of, with the condition imposed by RiVerosa,that he was not to leave the vessel until another crew was shipped, together withthe provisions, water, and captive; which were to be put on board, when he wasto receive the amount agreed upon, of 16,000 dollars. ‘That he having received on board the provisions, water, and about 400‘andodd slaves (he does not exactly know how many, as he did not count them), anEnglish steamer hove in sight, for which reason he, the deponent, put to sea, inorder to avoid her, and changing his route at nightfall, he stood for and enteredthe same port, having left his boat on shore, in which the sailor Joseph Sisson,and another, came on board, and told him that Riverosa, through fear of theEnglish, had retired, with the remainder of the Africans.
That he, the deponent, having waited some hours without seeing any onecome off from the shore, ,Went to sea, being apprehensive of being captured.That his passenger, Vianna, who came with him from Boston with theintention of going to San Paulo de Loanda or Montevideo, was then on board,and that the two sailors, both Portuguese, Manoel da Silva and Manoel AntonioLeitfio (the latter of whom arrived in a dying state, and is since dead), went onboard with the provisions sent off by .Riverosa and with his orders, and they toldhim, the deponent, that they were coming to Brazil, according to their conver-sation with Riverosa ; to which he, 'the deponent, replied, that the new crewand their captain were those who would know all about the destination ofthe vessel.That upon leaving Africa he followed the course of the winds, and that heintended going to Maldonado to deposit the slaves. - .' That although such had been his intention, when opposite the Abrolhoshe met with a strong ‘east-south-east wind, which forced him to run to thenorth, and carried away his stays, gib-boom, and split his sails, and for thatreason, and the want of water and provisions, he made for a port in Brazil;likewise on account of the increasing mortality of the slaves; and first‘arrived tothe south of Mucury, where he attempted to land, but could not go onshore, in consequence of a heavy surf, and therefore next day he stood out to sea andmet with a pilot—boat with slaves, the captain of which vessel told him that hecame from Macahé; that it was impossible to disembark Africans at present inBrazil; and that he, the deponent, having stood in for the shore, arrived atSt. Matthew’s, where he subsequently was captured by the brig-of-war “Olinda,”at between two and three miles from the shore, on the afternoon of the 20th ofJanuary, 1856. . i ' '

That Manoel da Silva served for two or three days, and Leitfio very little,on account of his infirm state, and that he was almost mad, having once attackedthe captain, and wounded him with a bludgeon. _
That the passengers Bastos and Vianna, who are prisoners, interested them-selves very much for the Africans, and distributed water and rations to them,and that he, the deponent, used to take notes of the deaths, 01' that the saidpassengers did so by his order. a
That he, the deponent, has, for the last eighteen years, made voyages toBi'azil, and that the ports he has most frequented. are Pernambuco, Bahia, and10 de Janeiro. ' _ I
That he has some knowledge of the coast of Brazil, and that he has belongedto the Brazilian Company’s steamers, acting as mate.
CLASS B. ’
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That Riverosa, who lives on the coast, has a brother in Rio de Janeiro,
Francisco Riverosa de Uzeda, with whom he, the deponent, is acquainted, but
that he has never had any transactions with him, and that the public voice
proclaims him to be a slave-trader. ’

That about 100 Africans had died on board before the “ Mary E. Smith”
was captured.

That he, the deponent, does not know the qaptain of the pilot-boat which
he fell in with (having slaves on board), when he departed from Mucury ; and
the deponent said nothing further, &c.

The said above-named Captain Cranotich having been further interrogated
by the said magistrate, deposed:

That he left Africa without any certain destination, as he had before said,
because at sea, after passing the Island of Trinidad, the Portuguese Manoel
Antonio Leitao, who came in the pilO’eboat by order of Riverosa, of Africa,
ofi'ering to serve as a sailor, told him that he had been captain of a cutter which
was captured by the English steamer “Pampesio,”‘*( with Africans on board, which
cutter was to have landed them at Aldea Velha (now called Carahype) in the
Province of Espirito Santo ; that the said Lcitfio gave him the latitude and
longitude of that place and of Victoria, of which he, the deponent, took a note
with a pencil in a Nautical Almanac of last year; and that he consequently
stood in for the port designated by Leitao, and upon arriving near to the shore,
the passenger Bastos asked the deponent to go on, shore to Aldea Velha, where,
he said, a brother of his resided, and he, the deponent, sent the said Manuel
Alves da Costa Bastos in the boat, with a sailor“ and a boy, and gave him an
ounce of gold to buy some refreshments on shore ; that this having taken place
at nightfall, the next morning Bastos returned on board, saying that he had
spoken with his brother, and that he and the sailors further said that they had
run away because a cavalry foree wanted to arrest them, where the deponent
left the coast with the pilot-boat, went to anchqr in the Mucury, and subse-
quently in St. Matthew’s, but that he had not anchored in Aldea Velha, and
kept under sail there close in-shorc. _

That he does not know the name of Bastos’ brother, but knows that he
had a provision store in Aldea‘ Velha; that he does not know if he was to have
received the Africans, because Bastos did not tell him the purpose of his visit to
the shore, but that the betbre-mentionedo Leitfiq told him that the Africans
which were on board the cutter captured by the English were to have been
landed at Aldea Velha, and to have been consigned to Bastos’ brother.

That, while on board, Bastos and Vianna cenversed with Leitfio, and that
he does not know but that, by a combination between them, it was that Leitfio
gave him the information about Aldea Velha, it being certain that after the brig

» of war “ Olinda ” had hailed the pilot-boat, which was at anchor in St. Matthew’s,
Bastos addressed himself to the deponent, and proposed to him the stranding 0f
the pilot-boat,’ which the deponent refused to do, saying that he preferred being
captured to the sacrificing so many lives.

That he does not know what became of the correspondence and letter of
instructions relative to the vessel’s cargo ; ‘that he did not know whether any of
the Portuguese who came in the vessel had brought them.

That Jofio José Vianna did not buy the pilot-boat of him ; that she is his
property, and that the only dealing he had respecting the sale of her was with
Riverosa, of Africa, as he had already deposed.

That Vianna came with the intention of remaining in Loanda, in the event
of the pilot—boat touching at that port, or, if not, to go on in her. That Bastos
went on board saying that Riverosa had sent him on board to he landed at any
port in the south at which the vessel might touch ; and that the others came as
sailors to work on board, and that it was those two who fitted up the false
deck.

 

5* Query, “ Plumper.”
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Interceptecl Letters.
(Translation)

Sénhor Joéio José Vianna.
My dear Sir, Luanda, April 21,1855.

YESTERDAY I received your esteemed favour, dated the 4th, in which you
tell me that you were goingin the “Bearer of Cunha,” with eighty-eight packages
on our account; and I sincerely hope you will arrive safe, and that we may be :
fortunate. By Virtue of accounts received from Rio, I learn that some business
is 011 the point of being done for that. place ; Bernardino Chorfio is shortly to
arrive here in the brig “Progresso,” and is Coming to prepare cargoes; the
p’artner of the late José 'Fortunato da Cunha says, that this vessel is going to
touch at different points; I have therefore thought that as soon as you receive
this, you ought to purchase a patacho or pilot~boat to carry 400 packages: she
must be a fast vessel, her being; old is of no consequence, it is sufficient that she
performs one voyage, and after being bought, fit her out with everything excepting
beef, because we can procure fish here. You know very well that the Voyages
to Rio average about thirty days : with from forty-five to fifty pipes of water on
board, we can ship from 400 to 450 packages; I need, not recommend you to be
careful in your purchase, because you know what you ought to do. Baltimore
is the best place for cheap vessels. The vessel is to come with the American
flag, and is to come to anchor at the “ Snake, six thirty—five ; ” it would be well
that you should seek for Miller, who knows Brazil well, is fortunate ahde good
pilot for that coast. '1 have resolved upon this, because I think we shall do a
good business ; whatever may remain to us from the proceeds of our packages,
you will send to me by way of Salem or New York to A1nbriz,’deliverable_ to
J‘unqueira, in order that we may buy people on our. joint account. You are to
come in the vessel, and to proceed in her to Brazil. I'Lhope you will give me
timely advice of the (lay on which you are certainly to arrive here,in, order that
the cargo, correspondence, &c.. may be ready. In New York everything is
dearer, and I think it is more difficult to fit out vessels there; in short, with the
greatest secresy you will find out what it is most expedient to do. Nothing
more for the present. I Wish you perfect health, being your friend and» affec-
tionate servant, , ' ’ _ ‘

(Signed) GUILI-IERME JOSE DA SILVA CORREA.

 

Senhor Joéio Jose Vienna. ‘ ’ ,
My dear Sir, , . Loanda, April 23, 1855.

On the 21st instant I wrote to you, and confirm the same, and have to .
add the following :—- , , v . ,

If what I have said to you in mine of the 2lst should not suit you, I have
to request you to deliver to J. Mazorro and Co. my half of the eighty—eight
packages, in order that they may do what I under this date have requested of
them; but I must, notwithstanding, tell you that, according to the accounts from
Rio, the business is certain to be very advantageous. You will hand ov‘er the
proceeds of the packages marked 4, to Messrs. Zulueta, Brothers. 'With'out'
anything more at present, much health and business is the Wish of your friend,

' reverencer, and obliged friend and servant,
‘ (Signed) GUILHERME JOSE DA SILVA CORREA,

P.S.—-In a few days I shall go to Cobras to wait for the “ Bearer.” V

 

Messrs. Carvalho and Rocha.
Dear Sirs, New York, September 18, 1855.

On the 25th ultimo, the American schooner “ Mary E. Smith ” sailed from
Boston for the coast of Africa, there to receive a cargo of ,n . . . . . for your
Empire, which vessel is on my account, on that of Guilherme José da Silva,
Correa, and of Jofio José Vienna: this last person goes in the vessel, and I have
ordered him to place in your hands the net proceeds, at least of my share of not
Only the vessel, but of what may have been sent on my account; this vessel
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goes to Brazil in consequence of Senhor Guilherme José da Silva Correa havmg
requested it. Now, in the event of this vessel being fortunate, I do not know
whether she certainly goes consigned to Mr. Bernardo Martins Ferreira, or to the

late partner of José Fortunato da Cunha, but I request you to ask those gentle-

men if they have any money of mine to deliveri to you, and should you receive
any, you Will have the goodness to send half of it to London, and keep the other

half at my disposal; if previous to the month ofMarch, the vessel which Is gomg
to Ambriz should not have arrived in Rio, you are to ship hldes and coffeeon
board any vessel to the consignment of Messrs. Figaniere, Biothei-s, of this c1'ty.

I hopethat you, my friends, will do all you can to realize this busmess, and give

me early information 011 the subject. I also hope that you W111 tell me some-

thing touching the continuation of those affairs. Wlthout anything more at
t. I h ou are well and am our very obliged friend,

prism 0P6 y ’ (Signgd) M. B. DA CUNHA REIS.
 

Senhor Jofio J036 Vianna.

My Friend, New York, October 2, 1855.

After thy departure Lima arrived, and learnt from some passengers the
instructions given to 'Guilherme, which were sent to Rio by Mr. F——-—-- ; there-
fOre I,‘ under this date, write to that gentleman, informing him of thy departure,
as well as recommending him,-as soon as this afl'air is liquidated, to hand over
my share to Carvalho and Rocha. Now, in the division that thou makest of
the freights of the vessel, thou must not omit reserving money for the vessel’s
expenses; also for the wages, dividing the remainder; for I want to have my
share here, for which purpose the barque“ Ilha de Cuba” is to go there to come
loaded with coffee in order that I may have money, and send off another vessel,
and let me know whether those are inclined to take an interest in another that I
have sent. In consequence of the occurrences at thy departure, the journals
were full of them, and I fear that the Montevidean Minister has written to his
Government about them ; it would for that reason be advisable that thou
shouldst put into some other place, in order to avoid anything happening.

' My friend, a great part of the cargo for the brig remained on shore; I
bought another vessel, and was forced to buy the greater part of her cargo on
credit, for which reason I am Without money ; I hope that thou Wilt do all that
thou canst in order to see the result as soon as possible ;' I hope that thou hast
arrived in good health and been fortunate; this is the wish of thy obliged friend
and servant, .

(Signed) Mt B. DA CUNHA REIS.
 

(No address.)

Esteemed Sir, New York, October 2,1855.
In consequence of advices received by me from Senhor Guilherme José da

Silva Correa, in whichhe tells me that he had received instructions from you to
put some cargoes of n ...... into the Empire of Brazil, and in the same advices
he told me to send a. conveyance; I consequently dispatched on the 25th of
August the American schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” fitted out to receive in Africa
from 500 to 550 packages. This schooner belongs, v one-third to Guilherme
José da Silva‘Correa, one-third to myself, and one-third to the ' supercargo Joéo
José Vianna ; as she is a very fast sailer, she must be with you in all the month
of December, or sooner ; I must have some packages on my account, laden by
Luis Antonio Ferreira. Reis ; I therefore expect that you will have the geodness
to liquidate these packages as well as that 'part of the vessel belonging to me,
and to deliver the amount to Messrs. Carvalho and Rocha ; as a vessel is to go
from Loanda to Rio, for those gentlemen to load her, for if We should continue
to send cargoes ' there, and it is not possible there to find conveyances, it is
necessary that I Should have funds here for that purpose ; I therefore hope that
you will not be unmindful of my request. I inclose a letter for Senhor Jofio
José Viauna, Which you will have the goodness to send to him to the place, "in
order that he may'soon receive it. y I have also to beg the favour of you, as soon
as the vessel arrives, and that nothing has happened, to let me know it, sending
your letters sealed to Messrs. Figaniere Brothers of this city by way of London,
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under cover of Messrs. J. Spencer and Budden of that city, for which favOur I
shall be much obliged to you. I hope you will command your obedient and
obliged friend, , .

(Signed) M. B. DA CUNHA .REIS.
1%

 

Messrs. Carvalho and Rocha, Rio de Janeiro. ‘ , .
Dear Sirs, New York, October 2, 1855.

After writing to you upon the afi‘air 0f the Schooner Which I dispatched
from Boston on the 25th of August, and spoke to you about the consignees, I
have learntthat the person who sent instructions to Guilherme José da Silva
Correa was Senhor F ........ to whom I write under this date,.and beg him, if
the affair should prove successful, to deliver to you the proceeds, and that by the
barquc “Ilha de Cuba,” which is shortly to sail for Loanda and your port, I
shall write to you circumstantially respecting such proceeds. Have the kindness
to cause the inclosed letter to be delivered to Mr. F ...... , for which favour I
shall be obliged to you. I hope you will command your much obliged friend,

(Signed) , M. B. DA CUNHA VREIS.

 

No. 150.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, ' Foreign Qflice, July 12, 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 12th of May last, I inclose

for your information a copy of a despatch from Mr. Howard, &c.,* con-
taining explanations with regard to the impression which he was under that
the expulsion of the slave-trader Avellar from Brazil had taken place at-your
requisition; and with reference to the last paragraph of Mr. Howard’s despatch,
I have to state to you that I have informed Mr. Howard that Her Majesty’s
Government have learnt with much satisfaction that 'Senhor Monteiro is in the
habit of co-operating cordially with him in all matters relating to the prevention
of the Slave Trade. ' ' '

' I ' I am, &e. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 151. ‘

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jefm'ng/mm.

, . Foreign Ofice, July 14, 1856. '
WITH reference to your despatch of the 9th ultimo,1 have to-vauain'tyou that I approve the representations made by you to the BrazilianGovernment as to the necessity of security being taken from the owners ofvessels carrying liberated Africans to the coast of Africa, for the due landing oftheir passengers at the ports in Africa. at which they may have bargained to bedisembarked. ‘

Sir,

I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON. ‘
 

NO: .1523 '

Mr. Jernz'ngham to the Ea-rl of Clarendon.—~(Receivecl August 11.)

My Lord, . Rio de Janeiro, July 1 l, 1856.
. I BEG to forward to your Lordship copy of an extract from the report ofthedBraZIhan Munster of Justice to the Legislature, on the African Slavera e. . . 7
Senhor Nabueo alludes, first of all, to the Serinhaem‘afl'air, where the pilot‘-boat With 162 Africans (according to Mr. Cowper, 181) was captured by Colonel

* No.351.
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Drummond and his son, on the 12th of October last; 47 of which, however,
were stolen, and whereof 21 are said to have been restored to what is termed
freedom, in Government arsenals and houses of correction.

The Minister next alludes to ‘the capture of the “Mary E. Smith,” by the
Brazilian brigantine“ Olinda,” with 350 Africans on board, near St. Matthew’s.

Senhor Nabuco enlarges, amongst other things, upon the vigilance 0f the
local authorities; and praises greatly the activity of the Brazilian cruizers.

His Excellency informs the Chambers, likewise, that from the lst of May
last» year to the 30th of April of the present one, 68 freed Africans have
received their certificates of emancipation.

’ I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 152.

Extract from the Report presented by the Brazilian Minister of Justice to the
General Assembly of the. Legislature, on the 15th of May, 1856.

(Translation)

THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.-—In my last year’s report, when speaking of
the African Slave Trade,'I said that we ought not to be confident of the complete
extinction of that barbarous Trade, so repugnant to civilization, but that, on the
contrary, we ought to be prepared to frustrate any attempts which might be
made _by daring slave-traders.

Adventurers have since made their appearance 3 the foresight of the
Government. has been realized. ’

A pilot-boat, With 162 Africans on board, was captured on the Bar of
Serinhaem, in Pernambuco, on the 12th of October last.

_ The captain of this vessel, Augusto Cezar de Mesquita, went, unwittingly,
to-Colonel Gaspar de Menezes Vasconcellos Drummond to report her arrival,
supposing him to be the Colonel J0510 de Barros Wanderley, whOm he was seeking.
Colonel Menezes, the Delegate of the District, although not at that time
exercising his functions, seized the vessel, but allowed the captain to depart.
Between the seizure and the arrival of the detachment,«the Crew absconded; the
vessel’s papers disappeared from on board; and 47 Africans Were stolen, of
whom 21 have since been restored to freedom. '

For this crime the following persons have been indicted; viz., 1050 José de
Faria, the fitter-out 0f the vessel on the coast of Afiica, and Augusto Cezar de
Mesquita, the captain of the pilot-hoat, as principals ;' and Antonio Elias
Salgado, Manoel Fidelie do Nascimento, Antonio da Silva Pereira, Dr. Antonio
de Menezes Vasconcellos Drummond, Francisco de Paula Cavalcanti Wanderley,
and .Joiq Francisco Accioli Lins, as accomplices ; all of whom, excepting two,
are 1n pnson.

Whatever my conviction may be respecting these facts, which I cannot but
deplore, I await the new investigations instituted. by the police of the Province of
Pernambuco, and the decision of the Court of Justice. I, however, assure the
Chambers that the Government is on the alert, and will promote the punishment
of the criminals and their accomplices by every means in their power.

-On the 20th of January, on the bar of ' St.‘ Matthew’s, the brigantine
“ Olinda ” captured the North American schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” with 350
Africans on board; the prize was taken to the capital of Bahia, and indictments
were instituted against her by the Chief _of Police of that province. The
Imperial Government knew of the destination of that schooner, since her sailing
from'Boston on the 25th of August last year, having cleared out for Monte-
video; consequently all proper measures were taken towards her capture if she
should come to any of the ports of the Empire- Onthe 5th of January she
arrived off the port of the town of Santa Cruz, in the Province of Espirito Santo,
which was her destination; but coming to anchor at a great distance, she only
stopped there four hours, having been informed of the danger that she ran from
the vigilance and hostile Spirit of the local authorities.

The following have been indicted for this crime; viz., Manoel Basilio da
Cunha Reis, Guilherme José da Silva Correa, J050 José Vianna, Manoel Alves
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da Costa Bastos, Bernardino Martins Ferreira, José Alves da Costa, and the
sailors Manoel da Silva, Nathaniel Standed, Joseph Lissan, 'William Bursley,
.and Damblement Eugenio, all of whom are in "prison, excepting José Alves da
Costa,'of the town of Santa Cruz, in the Province of Espirito Santo. .

The cruizers have evinced a degree of activity and zeal worthy-of praise.
The officers of the navy, entrusted. With that important commission, do not
content themselves with cruizing on the coast; they enter the ports, and commu-
nicate With the authorities on shore; they everywhere inquire and inform them-
selves eircumstantially respecting the places, tendencies, and facilities for slave-
trading. ‘ _

The result of the inquiries made by those ofi’ieers, and of the information
furnished by the Presidents and Chiefs of the Police, is that the local authorities
are duly apprised and are vigilant against the traffickers, Whose attempts may be
considered as rash and unsuccessful. ‘

The scourge, however, Which deprived our agriculture of so many hands,
may encourage the slavey—traders, who: dazzled by the fabulous profits Which they
expect to reap, run all risks in order to realize them. _ ' , ‘ _

The Government know what it is their. duty to, do, and they will‘
perform it.

 

FREED AFRICA Nsi—From the let Of May of lastvyear' to the 30th depriIef
the present year, certificates of emancipation have been given to 68 freed
Africans, in conformity with the Decree No. 1,303, of the 28th December, 1853.

 

N0. 153. .

M'r. Jeminglmm to the rEai-l of Cla¢endon.——{Received August 11.).

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, July 11, 1856.
I BEG to forward to your Lordship copy of a despateh received from

MnConsul Morgan, at Bahia, respecting a rumoured landing of Africans ,at
Itacaré, near the Rio das Contas, and the proceedings of. ,the Chief of Policeyin
this matter, Whose zeal and activity appear to have been highly praiseworthy.

I am awaiting an official communication from the Brazilian Government
With" regard to this rumour, but, in-the meantime, I have thought it right to
forward to your Lordship copy of extract from the “ Jornal do Commercio ” of
the 29th of June, giving a s‘ucCinct account of What has been efl'ected in making
investigations concerning this reported disembarkation.

It appears that suspicions were first of all entertained from the fact that,
some time since (I presume, in the early part of June), a vessel made her appear-
ance of? the port of Itacaré, and very close to the shore, with her sails furled,
and Without showing any colours ; but, after some time, she stood out ,to
seaward. , .

0n the 12th a large pilot-boat came in sight, neared the port above alluded'
to, also without any sails set, and only one flag at the poop, which appeared to
be white, when she fired two guns, and, after two hours’ stay, put out to sea in a
northerly direction. _ V .

These two facts certainly look very suspiciOus, and probably an attempt at
introducing slaves (or false money, perhaps) was meditated on this occasion, but,
I trust, not effected. {In fact, the diligence and energy of the Chief of Police,
Who certainly, from Mr. Morgan’s description, as well as that in the “Jamal do
Commel'cio,” distinguished himself by inquiries and investigations, tendsto esta-
blish a belief that, if this ominous barque or pilot-boat really conveyed slaves,
their. attempts to land them in the southern part of the coast of' Bahia have been,
it is to be presumed, frustrated. ‘ V

In the latter part of these extracts mention is made of ' the arrival at Bahia
of the “ Africano,” formerly “ General Rego,” against which vessel suspicions of
importing false money are entertained. » ,

In an interview with Senhor Paranhos, I requested him to inform me if
any fear of her being engaged in Slave Trade was harboured i and that, at all
events, if she intended leaving Bahia again for the coast of Africa With emanci-
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pated negl'oes, she-should be required to give bond fer depositing them at" the
right places in A‘f'rica which such passengers should indicate before leavmg Bahia.

His Excellency told me this was rather difficult with respect to a foreign
vessel, the “Africano ” being Portuguese, but ’ that he thought perhaps a
guarantee might be exacted by some means or other when such a vessel was
undergoing the fiscal process.

I have, &e.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 153.

' Consul Morgan to Mr. Jerningham.

Bahia, June 24, 1856.

LATE in the night of the instant, the Chief of Police of this province
suddenly embarked in a steamer With a detachment 'of troops, and was absent
several days. The schooner of war “ Canopo ” was on the same day ordered off
to sea with sealed instructions. ' ~

I have now learnt the destination and cause of that mission. The President
having received information of the appearance of a suspicious paihabote off the
point of ItaCaré near the Rio das Contas, that had a few days previous fired
two guns as a signal, and then stood off the shore, dispatched the Chief of Police
to make stringent inquiries and search along the whole southern coast, and to
communicate With all the authorities respecting that vessel.

The Chief of Police appears to have displayed'greatvactivity in the matter;
he visited the point in question, where a detachment of police is always main-
tained, and personally or oflicially communicated with the authorities along the
coast, and found them all vigilant, with no signs existing of any disembarkation;
in short, he brought back the gratifying assurance that the slave-traders have no
chance of support in the authorities of this province. .

You are aware of the high opinion I entertain of the good faith and energy
of the actual President of this Province, and of its worthy Chief of Police,
Dr, Mattos ; and it is doubly satisfactory to me thus again to bear witness to
their activity not to permit this province to be polluted by infamous » slave
trading speefllations. ' ‘

Sn‘,

‘ I have, &c. '
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

‘_ ‘ Inclosure 2 in No. 153.

‘ Ewtractfrom the Rio “ Jamal do Com'mercio ” of June 29, 1856.

(Translation)

. ‘SUSPICIONS were entertained in_Bahia of a disembarkation of Africans
having been efi'ected on the southern coast of that province. The authorities,
always vigilant, immediately took most energetic measures for the capture of
the Africans and slaVe-traders, if the current rumour should preve to have been
grounded. It, however, turned out to have been unfounded.

'The‘“ Jernal da Bahia ” has published the fellowing statement :—

“ Yesterday, the 19th June, at daybreak, the Chief of Police, accompanied
by a military force,‘ embarked on board the steamer ‘Parana,’ for one of the
southern ports of this province, where it was suspected that a disembarkation
of Africans had taken place. , .,

‘ “ On the 23rd, the Chief of Police returned from his voyage to the south. .
_ “ 0n the 19th, at 5 o’clock in the afternoon, he arrived in the ‘ Parana’ at

V , the town of the bar of Rio das Gentas, and communicated with the Delegate and
Judge of the district; from the investigations which those authorities ‘had
instituted, and those he himself set on foot, it became certain that no disem-
barkation had been effected at that place. i ,

“ The suspicions were suggested by the two following facts, which having
been submitted to the consideration of the [Chief of Police, caused him to deter-
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mine upon going personally to examine into the afi'air, and take such steps as
might be necessary. ,

“ The Commander of the patache of war “ Theresa ” informed the Delegate
of the town of Barre, on the Rio das Contas, that suspicions were entertained of
a disembarkation or re-embarkation of Africans in that district, and the Delegate,
in conformity with the orders of the Judge, proceeded with twelve [Soldiers of
the detachment, commanded by a seljeant, to; the port of Itae‘aré, four leagues
south Of that town ; he there cantoned‘ his soldiers,_ and upon inquiring of the
inhabitants of the place he learnt that on different days of the precedingweek ‘a
vessel made her appearance off the port [of Itacaré, and very Close to the shore,
with her sails fufled, and Without showing any colours ; that after some stay she
made sail to seaward; ‘ , _ 1 7 ' ‘ , .

“ On the 12th, a large pilot-boat came in sight which, having neared the
port, also without any sails set, and only one flag at the poop, which appeared
to be white, fired two guns, and after two hours’ stay put out'again to sea. in a
northerly direction. , _ V ' ‘ ' . e _ .

a ,“ The detachment then in Itarcaré was reinforced as soon as information
was obtained of this second fact. , H 7 . ‘ ' V

t “ It was that which occasioned the visit of the Chief of Police to that place,
from whence he addressed the Judge of Ilheos’ and the Delegate 0n the subject,
because, the district of Ilheos being next to that of Camamu, to which the town
of Barre of Rio das Contas belongs, and there existing in the saidriver accessible

, ports for dismbarkations, such as that of _ Mamuo, where formerly the “ Sam
Igual ” was captured, it was possiblethat some attemptmight there he made ; but
the authorities answered that having visited that spot, and instituted all due
investigations, they could affirm that no disembarkation of Africans had been
effected either there or at Ilheos. The Chief of Police, after haying adopted
such measures as he considered expedient, , retired from Rio das Contas on
the 22nd. ~ , » , - .

t “ Therefore, if the barque or pilot-boatconveyed slaves, their attempt to
land them on the southern part of the province has,.as it is to be presumed,
been frustrated.” . . . v '

 

No.154. , ‘ _ ’ _

Mr. Jemingham toithe Earl of Clarendont— (Received August 11.) .

(Extract) , W, . i ‘ . ' ' Riovde Janeiro,jJuly 11,1856. '
\I HAVE the honour totransmit to your Lordship copy of extracts from a

speech delivered inthe Brazilian Senate on the let of July, 1856, 'by Senator
Francisco de Paula Hollanda Cavalcanti, now Visconde gAlbuquerque, upon the
subject ofthe-Slave Trade: , , ,4 ‘ ' , ' . .. ,_ . . v, This gentleman who; in the worst'of times, when the Slave Trade, was at‘
its height, distinguished himself by inveighing against its abominationfs,»-is equally
worthy of attention when speaking upon the same subject now that the ;.'I‘ra,ffic
is represented as being almost extinct. ’ ~ ~-,

There is one remark, or suggestion, in this speech, which appears, to my
humble judgment; particularly worthy of consideration. ,Visconde ,de- Alber-
querque when alluding to the vigilance which ought to, be exerciSed on“ the
coasts, asks whether it would not be more expedient to organise a department ofCeaSt Guards. “' " ‘ " . ’ ‘ _ ‘ ‘ ' ‘

If such a suggestion was adopted and executed in an efficient manner, I am
convinced it would be a most excellent preventive measure, might save the
Brazilian GoVemment-much needless expense .in steam-cruizin , and extend a
chain of communication along the line of coast, by which any daring attempt
might be soon made known to the proper authorities and commandants‘ofmilitary stations._ M ' x t » ' ‘

 

OLAss B.
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Inclosure in No. 154.

Emtracts from (1 Speech delivered in the Brazilian Senate on the lst of July, 1856,
by Viscount Albuquerque.

(Translation)
LET us talk of the necessity of extinguishing the Slave Trade.
I grant that that is a necessity of the country, and am not one of those who

say that the Slave Trade is at an; end. No such thing, Sirs, and there will be
much greater risk of its continuation from the spreading of the opinion of its
being extinguished. I am certain that opinion has arisen from the wish enter-
tained that it should be put an end to ; we readily believe what we wish should
come to pass, and thus the public press, the reports of former years, and even
the speech from the Throne, has said that the Slave Trade is extinct. But I
always say, Mr. President, that we have to make great sacrifices with the
extinction of the Traffic; and who knows to what extremities these sacrifices
will lead us 1’ It is proper it should be known that I shall not retrograde,

. convinced as I am of the great necessity of putting a stop to this evil: but to
say that it is at' an end ! No, Sirs, the Traffic is net ' at an end, and we have to
submit to a great sacrifice; let us prepare to meet it.

I am one of those who presume that African negroes are still imported into
the United States. ‘

Sirs, the capital employed in the Slave Trade produces twenty times more
than that which is employed in any other speculation: yOu may therefore judge
Whether the Traflic is at an‘ end. ' ' ~

Sirs, let us 1001; to this afi‘air with the utmost attention ; it is necessary to
establishan especial repression, and greater vigilance against the Traflic.

Sirs, let us go into the question. It becmnes necessary to attend to the
necessities of providing against the continuation of the Traffic ; it is necessary to
watch our coasts—not that the simple watching on the coasts will prevent the
Traffic ; concurrence is necessary, a concurrence of measures upon the coast
and on shore, as we cannot extend our measures beyond the coast.

Would it not be more expedient, Mr. President, to organize a. department
of Coast Guards? Is there not a beginning of this branch of service in existence?
Has not the Customs a Coast Guard? And cannot that service be reorganized,
and the persons whose duty it is to detect smugglers of goods be also charged to
keep watch against the smuggling of negroes? Would it not he more econo-
mical to establish‘special vessels with special instructions .?

Sirs, I much fear that the police .of the coasts is very weak, and that the
vessel which may have landed her cargo remains unheeded.

‘I do not want imPossibilities ;' but why, Sir, are prepossessions which still
exist denied}. These sympathies for the Benjamins! Oh ! perhaps the walls of
this Chamber might still re-echo the opinions which have been heard here. '

Can any one be persuaded that our planters say they do not wish to have
slaves ’! Can We prevent seducers from going round from door to door, with the
phrase now in fashion : “ You are poor because you choose; ifi you choose it is
easy to become rich; we haVe an interesting business which you may have when
you like.” There are Catos of this sort, and it is said the Slave Trade is
extinct! '

I shall express one principle, and which is, that when negotiations are on
foot with powerful nations, it is necessary to be moderate in behaviour, in order
to effect the prevalence of the arguments preferred.

 

No. 155.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 11.)

My Lord, , Rio de Janeiro, July 11, 1856.
. I BEG to inclose to your Lordship copy of a communication wh' h

I addressed to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 29th. of Juhce,
suggesting, frOIn seeret information received, that the Portuguese schooner
“ Emha.’ now 111 this port should be searched, her papers examined, and that
the exactlon of a bond should be enforced before she left for Benguella.
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Three or four dayssince the Brazilian police went on board and made the
necessary investigation.

Senhor Paranhos, whom I saw yesterday, informed me that he believed
nothing had been found to justify detention, but that the Minister of Justice had
made the “ Emilia” give bond for her good behaviour. .

His Excellency has promised to answer my note on this subject before the
departure of the mail. , , ‘ I

I haveiikewise requested to be informed respecting the intentions of the
“ Africano” (“ General Rego”) now at Bahia, which is or has been in the hands
of the police on suspicion Of bringing false money. ' ' V

I have. also asked for any information which the Brazilian Government may
have received respecting the rumours of slaVe-landings at Turyassu; province of
Maranham, and Itacaré hear Rio das Contas, ‘ Bahia; respectirig all Which
reports his Excellency yesterday promised to satisfy me'in‘his answer as s00n as
he is put in possession of the result of ‘the'necessary inveStigati‘ons. .

' ' I have, &c. ' V ’ ’
(Signed) ' WM; STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.» ‘
 

‘ , Inclosure'in No; 155. .

Mr. Jerningham to Senhhr Paranhos.

Excellent Sir, - Rio» de Janeiro, June 29, 1856. _
HAVING received information that a Portuguese schOoner named "the

“ Emilia,” now in this port, is about to‘ proceed to Benguella, and it being
susPected that she may possibly be the “Roberto” which left the "port of
St. Martinho in Portugal on the 9th of March last without her‘ Commander or:
papers, and of which occurrence your Excellency has been informed, as well as
myself, as likewise of her being suspected of the intention to engage in the Slave
Trade, I beg to suggest to. your Excellency the expediency of‘ a proper investir
gation being instituted, in order to ascertain whether she is the vessel that she isrepresented to be, and that her papers are in order.

As your Excellency may likewise remember that a Portuguese vessel named“ Emilia,” as well as the Portuguese vessel “General Rego” (now the
“ Africano”), some time since conveyed emancipated blacks from Bahia destinedfor Lagos, who were unduly landed at other places, where in one case they fell
victims of the Chiefs of those places, and in the other case (that of the“ Emilia”) the poor people’s property was retained on" board, they reaching their ,
ulterior destination'by a lucky ehance offered by an English vessel; itmay bepossible that the “Emilia” now in Rio de Janeiro, may be one of the vessels
above alluded to, and therefore, that it would be desirable; in the cause ofhumanity, to make h2r enter .into a heavy bond not to repeat such heartlessconduct. ' ‘ i v ' i ' . a , '

I see by to-day’s “'Jornal do Commercio,” that the “-Africano” (“ GeneralRego”) which arrived at Bahia, is now in thehands. of the police uridervsusp'icion‘
of having conveyed false money. This vessel, as your Excellency will remember, ‘was also suspectedby the Portuguese authorities to be engaged in Slave Trade,as has been communicated to Mr. Howard in Lisbon by the Viscount dc Athoguia,
Who wrote to the Portuguese Vice—Consul at Bahia respecting this vessel, whilstMr. Howard informed Her Majesty’s Consul in this city of the suspicions enter-tained, both of them being desired to watch her proceedings, as the CaptainLage is known to be an old African slave-trader. I doubt not that the Imperialauthorities at Bahia will ascertain Whether or not these suspicions are borne outby facts, and that they will act accordingly. ‘ ' ‘ '

With regard to the reported disembarkations, at or near Turyassuv in theProvince of Maranham, and that at Itacara near Rio das Contas in the Provinceof Bahia, I shall be much obliged to your Excellency if you will have thekindness to communicate to me any information that the Imperial Government'may have received on this subject by the last vessel, from the north. '
I avail, &c. . , , .

(Signed) WM; STAFFORD J ERNINGI—IAM. '
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‘ No. 156. H y ,

Mr. Jem'ingham to the Earth Clarendon.-—¥ (Received August 11.)

My Lord, " ” " ' ' Riddle Jan‘eirogJuly 14, 1856;

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 4th ultimofi‘ on the

subject of the right which the Brazilian Government have claimed for themselves

With regard to keeping in bondage for an indefinite period any of those certi-

ficated negroes (emancipados) Who ‘might»be,_in the "employment of the. pubhc

departments, whilst those negroes‘ of this, class who had been in the service of

private families for the space of fourteen years,,were by the Imperial Decree

of 1853 entitled to their freedom, and instructing me to write a_ note on this

subject to the BrazilianMinister for Foreign Affairs, I beg to have,_thevhonour '

to state that I have obeyed your' Lordship’s orders, and have forwarded to

Senhor Paranhosf-under date of July ‘14, a note embodying the whOle of the

arguments and injunctions as literally expressed in your Lordship’s despatch.

The other day I casually touched upon this matter in conversation with

hisfixcelleney, when I told him I had orders to- address him a note on the

subject; Senhor Paranhos hereupon remarked that, it was impossible to set free

so many at once. To this I‘ answered that the Brazilian Government did not

treat all the emancipados alike, and that those in the service of Government

were as equally entitled to their freedom as those who had served fourteen

years in private families, because they 211% had equally received their certificates

of emancipation from the Mixed British and Brazilian Commission Courts.

We had no time to continue the conversation, as it was late ;, and I

announced to his Excellency the note which I had been ordered to send him on

this question, to which he said he would give his attention. .

~ _ . ‘ Ihave, 81.0. V _.
(Signed) 3 WM, STAFFORD JERNINGHAM._

 

No. 157.‘ ,

. Mr. Jerningltam to the Earl of ‘Ola7‘endon;~4(Received August 11;)

(Extract) . " Rio de Janeiro,.July 14;, 1856.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s des’patehof the 19th Mayd‘ forwarding
to me a copy of' a despatch from Mr. Campbell, British (Consul at Lagos,
reporting What. he had heard from a source likely to be well informed, namely,

that two cargoes of slaves which had been shipped from the South Coast of
Africa-and the Bight of Benin, had been severally landed, the onenot long after
the other, at Cape Frio, in the Province of Rio de Janeiro, and at Camaml’t

(between Bahia and Pernambuco, which place is not far from the Rio das Contas),
somemonths previohs to Mr. Campbell’s annohneeme‘nt dated May 19, being,
I-suppose, at the commencement of the present year, t or in Februaryrli beg to
state that I have acquainted Senhor Paranhos with the contents ofMr. Campbell’s
despatch, and that he considers the information therein contained as erroneous;
and upon my part I must assure yeur Lordship that I have not any intelligence
positive enough either from Mr. Consul Morgan, of Bahia, or from any other
sources, that would warrant the belief that any such landings were effected at
fiber of those places about the period indicated by Her Majesty’s Consul at

gas. ~ ‘
The two suspicious veSsels which were seen-ofl‘ Itacaré, near the Rio das

Contas, in June, mentioned in my despatch of the “11th instant; cannot, I
should think, he the same as those Which, according to Mr. Campbell’s account,
left Africa some months before the 19th of May. - , H

In the month of November or December there Was a rumour of a vessel
. having been seen off Cape Frio, . under suspicious circumstances, when the
military were called out, and, as far as we have been able to ascertain; no landing
took place there This information I have already conveyed to your Lordship,
in my despateh‘of the 9th November, 1'855.§ "

* No.132. _ + No.128'. > - 1 No.15'3. -'
§ Class 13, presented 1856, No. 117.
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In March, Mr. Morgan, when speaking of the capture of the “Mary E.
Smith,” off St. Matthew’s, by the Brazilian schooner “ Olinda,” on the20th of
January, reported that other slavers were to follow; and it was rumoured then
in Bahia. that the “ Mary Stuart ”‘ had landed 600 slaves. ‘ ,

’ This report he never confirmed, nor have I heard it again repeated, and I
mentioned it to other persons, besides the Brazilian Government; likely to bet
cognizant of such an event had it taken place, and never Could I perceive‘that ithad any foundation. Consequently had any such disembarkation taken place,
as Mr. Campbell is led to believe, I think by this time, at all events, something
of these matters would have eked out. ‘ ' 'It may be possible that these cargoes, which are reported to have left
Africa, were destined in the first instance‘for Brazil, but that the captains of thevessels conveying them having learnt the fate of the f‘rMary E. Smith,” Whichthey could have done had they only started in the middle of February, alteredtheir plans, and that they then changed their course for the Havana; they mayalso have neared this coast, and have found' here difficulties, as the “ Mary E.
Smith ” did, and have then departed for another destination.

However, everything is possible on this long line of coast; and although Ihave not had sufficient ground to believe that disembarkations occurred at
Camamfi or at Cape Frio, one thing has rendered me distrustfnl for some’monthspast; this is, the activity of the movements, to the north and south, of theLadino slave-de‘alers, who are continually upon the wing between Bahia,3 Rio,‘
and Santos. These men purchase slaVes in the northern provinces, and bringthem to Rio de Janeiro for sale,‘or take them to Santos, in the Provinoe ofSt. Paul’s, but few, comparatively speaking, are brought from St. Paul’s hither,
and this Trade, unfortunately, is a legitimate one, Now, Irwas told, on' goodauthority, that, between the 3rd of January this year' and the 3rd of ”June this
year, L400 had been brought south from the [northern provinces, where thecholera had been, as your Lordship knows, excessively severer ‘ ,‘I have often asked myself the question, how comes it that these agricuLturists and others who complain so much of’ want of ' hands, can afford toincrease that want by allowing so many blacks to be taken away from theirprovinces to the southern market? The only solution thatl'appears' to me to
suggest 'itsalf is that; somehow or other, unknoWn to Government, Africansmay be smuggled in by dribblets _ to some secret northern point, and afterwardsexchanged for Ladino slaves who are brought up coastwise hither- ‘ v * ' ' =, ' I also find that Her‘Majesty’s Censul at Maranham; Mr. Oyenden,’ e‘o'py-dfWhose despatch to me reSpecting the late rumoured landing at any’aSsu I hereinelose, entertains the possibility and practicability fof ‘a similar manner of _,proceeding. ' ' " ‘ ' ' ‘ ‘ . " ‘., Your Lordship will see, upon perusing that communication; thatMr. OVenAden is 'of opinion that the‘ Slave Trade can never be extinct a‘s-longva's it isallowed to convey slaves for sale from one province to another‘; and he pointsout that it is the policy of the slave-dealer, both; in‘ a. pecuniaryyiew,"and in thatfor ensuring success, to efi'ect exchanges of Africans for Ladinos in the out-of-the-way places wherethe farmers are ”poor and not over trustWOrthy,'fw}iiohputs him directly in possession of legal" property, for'which the provincial ‘.traflilfkers can get enormous prices in the richer and Lm’ohied provinces of the

The Minister of Marine last year made a: motion to endeavour to pass a,Bill in the Legislature to restrict, if not forbid, this interpr'OVincial sIa've-dealing;but his ExcellenCy met with enormous opposition from many members,'~and the
aim dmppéd- ' . ‘ i * ‘ ’M. Ferraz, not long since; during this session, has spoken upon thissubject very warmly; and during an interview the other. day I alluded to it‘lin 'aconversation with Senhor Paranhos. ‘ But his Excellency teld me such a Tradecould not well be interfered with, On account of the agriculturalinterests; ' I'then aoquainted him With my misgivi gs to which the quantity of blaclisrbroughtfrom the northern ports gave rise, and I stated that the number of 1,400 hédbeen sent hither in six months’ time, which I said might be accounted for bytheir" having possibly .been. exchanged for Bozals., This, however, SenhorParanhos assured me was not the case. ,, I beg to offer these remarks to your Lordship, to show what. may possiblybe the case, as well as to draw your Lordship’s attention to a species of provina
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cial Slave Trade, that as long as it is legal may open the door to abuse,

especially as it is in the hands of a set of professional slave-dealers. .

The slave-stores of one of these people have been v1s1ted thce by

the police since March, but nothing illegal was found; and the ether ciaythe

visiting officer on board the n Santos steamer, when she was leavmg this port,

examined minutely every black belonging to one of these dealers whlch he was
conveying to San Paulo. There is a tax of 40 Imlreis (5L) per head on these

Ladino slaves passing from one province to another: and a fine, I behave, of 200

milreis on the dealer if their passports are not in order. . .

It is to be hoped that growing civilization and a sense _of justice may urge

on the'Legislature to abolish this impolitic, cruel, and offenswe Traffic.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 157»,

Consul Ovenden to Mr. Jemingham.

(Extract) . Maranham, June 5, 1856.

I CONSIDER it my duty to report toyou that rumours exist in this city

of a cargo of slaves having been landed to the northward about six weeks ago.

In conjunction with M. Rouge, French Vice-Consul, I have made every
inquiry, but I am sorry to say without being able to obtain anything approaching

to roof.
P This rumour existed in the beginning of April” when Her Majesty’s steam-

vessel “ Sharpshooter” was here, and I called, with Lieutenant Parish, on the

President, and made inquiries. The President had already. sent out two cruizers,

in consequence of the report, but believed it to he a false alarm, and from all I

could learn I had reason to agree with him ; and in fact, if the slaver arrived, as

I believe she did, it was not until some time afterwards.

Report says a Company has been organized at Rio, for importing slaves
here, and afterwards sending them, or others who have been exchanged for them,

to the- Southern Provinces, and that the agents of this Company are, Anselmo

Fereira Condé, a coast slave—dealer, who has for some time back purchased

slaves in this province, and shipped them to Rio de J‘aneiro, and Manoel da Rocha

Miranda, agent or local managervof the Maracassumie Gold Company. It is also

said that the slaves lately landed were exchanged for others ,who could already

speak Portuguese, and that these latter were shipped to Rio de Janeiro. I am
not so fully convinced of this as of the fact that Condé and Miranda are the
parties implicated in this transaction. ,

I am well aware of the unsatisfactory nature of this communication, resting,
as it does, upon rumour; but as the report is universally believed here, I
considered it necessary to acquaint you with it. _

I do not believe that the President, or any of the higher authorities, are
disposed in any manner to countenance those concerned in the nefarious Traffic;
but I fear that the minor oflicials along the coast are but too much inclined to
participate is so profitable a speculation. . .

I believe. that if the Brazilian GoVernment could be induced to prohibit
or place restrictions on Slave Trade coastwise, that. no further attempts would
be made to import slaves in the Northern Provinces from Africa, as the great
impediment hitherto to the Slave Trade in North Brazil, has been the impossi-
bility of obtaining ready money for- a cargo of slaves, and the knowledge that if ,
they are sold on credit, the debt, not being a legal one, cannot be recovered
at law. , .

This difficulty does not exist for Cendé and Mirandaat present, as they are
amply supplied with funds from Rio de Janeiro, but if they?%Id be prevented
from shipping them coastwise, they would find the importation of slaves in
Maranham no lOnger a paying business.
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Inclosure 2 in N0. 157.

Ewtracts from a Speech delivered in the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies on the
4th of July, 1856, by .Donancisco Balthasar (la Silveim.

(Translation.) ‘ '
, I NOW remember, Mr. President, that the President of' the Council, reply-

ing last year to a question put to him by one of x our colleagues in this house
respecting the project of a law in which Mr. Wanderieyj thenflstill a Deputy,
and not a Minister, proposed to the Chamber for prohibiting the Traffic in
Slaves from the Northern Provinces to this capital, said, “Do not be afraid, that
will he put a stop to.” But, Sits, What is true is, that that horrible Traffic is
not at an end, and still continues in a most heinous manner. What is certain
is, that those slaves still continue to come, to the injuryvof' the agriculture of the
north, and the friends, the protégés of the Government, continue to enjoy the
profits which that horrible Traffic yields them ! And of what consequence is it
that the Northern Provinces are suffering? Have not the Government shown
the greatest indifference with regard to the evils occasioned by such a Trade .?
What do they care if it entails much misery ? What matters that this Traffic
causes an increase of immorality ? Unhappily we :seea child torn from the
arms of a poor female slave to be sent here; sometimes the woman is married;
but without any regard to morality, she is separated from her husband, and sent
here. Of what consequence are those disgraceful acts, that hideous immorality,
if the profits are certain and advantageous, if the Government care little about
it, provided their friends profit by them. I, ,

I was a Chief of Police, and had sometimes to wrest free persons from the .
claws of those harpies, who endeavoured to sell them ?,

But the Chief of Police cannot prevent any one from selling their slaves.
The Government can endeavour, by the means within their reach, to

moralize the country; but the Chief of Police has not the means which the
Government possess: he is a judicial authority who has. to comply with
the law. ,

' Still fuither, Mr. President, those slaves come huddled together on the
decks of the steamers, exposed to all the inelemencies of the weather, suffering
from the heat of the sun, from rain; and from dews, As far as male sex is _
concerned, the evil is not so great, but with regard to the females and the ,poor

' children? I have made two voyages to this capital in a steamer, whose Com-
mander merits all praise, and I avail myself of this occasion to manifest how
worthy ofesteem is Senhoi Antonio Joaquim de Santa Barbara. ' This person, who- ‘
commands a steam-vessel which [has not the necessary accommodations, does
everything in his power to diminish the sufferings of' these unfortunate beings,
by having them placed under awnings in the best way he can, and in taking
those who are sick into his own cabin. . V . . ‘

But sometimes 1'00, 200, are shipped! And how can so many he accom—
modated? How can their sufi'eiings ‘be lessened? What are those in com-
parison with the great profits derived? The essential part of the question: is, 7
that they must be brought here, where the compeers and friends (“of the Govern,-
ment) are residing! , , v , - »

Sire, I’make use of frank language ; it is harsh, unpalatable, but you must
have patience. I represent a province in the north, Which has already been
greatly inj ured, and will suffer more in future. How can the hands of which it
has been, and continues to be, deprived, be substituted '2 It pains me to see that
province falling into decay, and the Government do not even look to it. _

A noble Deputy for Bahia, now a Senator and Minister of Marine, presented
a proposal in this Chamber respecting this matter. Why was that preposal
hushed up? Why Was it not discussed? Why could not the Government,
composed as they are of so many enlightened. persons, and With such means as
they possess of consulting persons fully acquainted with our country, and even
those of foreign countries (which would not be unbecoming us), discover some
means of lessening this evil ? , 7 . , ' ’

y . _Some of the evils which I have mentioned it is the vigorous duty of
Mlmsters to put an end to : it is in their power to do so. They Wish to allow
Commerce to go on ‘with the evils and vexations to which it is subject.
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No. 158.

Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 11.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, July 14, 1856.

I BEG to forward to your Lordship copy of the sentence which has been
pronounced by Dr. Lopes de Leao, at Pernambucp, condemning Senhor Fran-
cisco de Paula Cavalcanti Wanderley (called Chico Cagador), and Senhor José
Francisco Accioli Lins (known by the name of Cazumba), convicted of the

abduction of Africans from the pilotboat which conveyed a cargo of Bozals to
the waters of Serinhaem, in the month of October of last year, to. six years’

imprisonment, and to a fine of 200 milreis (22L 103.) for each stolen African, as
likewise to incur the expense 0f re-exporting them to their own country, and to
the costs of the prosecution.

The other accused persons, Dr. Antonio Drummond, one of the chief

captors of the Serinhaem slaver, and Manoel Fidelisg the fisherman, who conveyed
the slaver’s captain on shore to Colonel Drummond’s (the father) house, instead
of to Colonel John Manoel de Barros, the real consignee of the cargo, have been
honourably acquitted. '

It appears that Colonel Barros has not yet been seized, although the police
have been searching after him.

Since the arrival of Senhor Macedo to act as President of Pernambuco,
matters touching upon' the Serinhaem prosecution have at last taken a satis-
factory turn, and justice has at last pronounced her verdict.

I am‘ sorry to find that the authorities of Pernambuco have arrested
Colonel Drummond, who, as your Lordship wellvknows by the interminable
correspondence which has taken place upon this most unfortunate, and, I fear,
disgraceful, business, was the main cause of the slaver being captured.

During my last interview, I represented this step of the Government, or of
the Courts of Justice, as a most anomalous, unjust, and impolitic proceeding,
and one which, no doubt, would provoke from Her Majesty’s Government
unpleasant remarks, since the fact of prosecuting Colonel Drummond,‘after all
the great things he had achieved, merely because he had not done all‘ his duty
(by letting the captain escape, 810.), would have a prejudicial effect in the
interest of SlaveTrade repression. That what Colonel Drummond had done
was incomparably greater than what he had left undone; and that a man at his
age,'sick, and without soldiers, and not in the exercise of the regular functions
of Delegado, did as much as ‘he‘ could to compass the capture of the pilot-boat
and her cargo; that if ' he had let off ' the captain, which he did not (for he took
himself off early in the morning), he acted thus from a motive of prudence, for
in Colonel Drummond’s letter, lately published,-he states, that had he seized the
captain, the report would have directly got abroad amongst the. Africanistas in
the neighbourhood and the vessel would have soon put to sea and have disap-
peared. . '

> However, Senhor Paranhos took shelter under his old arguments, and
seemed to look‘upon Colonel Drummond as guilty of a want of duty.

I told his Excellency, “ Well, Sir, if you prosecute Colonel Drummond for
not fulfilling all his duty, why do you not include President José Bento, and the
Chief of Police, Paiva, who appear to have neglected t_heirs, in the indictment 2'”

Senhor Paranhos then, defended the late President, as he always did. He
said that he was a worthy man, poor and without a fortune; that he had been a
Professor; and that he had acted in the best way he could in investigating the
Serinhaem affair; and that the Liberal Party were against him, as well as Her
Majesty’s Consul, and Colonel Menezes Drummond; and his Excellency added,
that President J056 Bento intended to give an explanation of his conduct in this
matter to the Chamber of Deputies. ' .

I have since heard that he did Speak upon it the other day, but the
newspapers have not yet given the report of ex-President J056 BentO’s apologe-
tical discourse. ’ '

Senhor Paranhos, amongst other things, declared that it was impossible for
the Brazilian Government and authOrities to put down and extinguish the
Traffic, if we were to interfere with the prosecutions, and to interest ourselves
fer individuals against whom the law authorities must proceed.



BRAZIL. 145

Senhor Paranhos exclaimed, “ It is all very well Colonel Drummond’s
endeavouring to make out his case in his letter,'but that is not sufficient; the
tribunal must‘decide if he is innocent.” ,

I replied to Senhor Paranhos, that Brazilian authorities could act as they
chOSe with their own countrymen, without my interference, but that in the case
of Colonel Drummond it was different, as England and Brazil were bound to put
dOWn the Slave Trade, and that if the Brazilian authorities prosecuted a man
who had been the main cause of a capture, and who had been thanked bythe
President, the Emperor, and' Her Majesty’s Government, in the name of
humanity, that such a manner of proceeding would have a pernicious influence
in Slave Trade repression, and Would give rise to animadversion. _ , _

, Senhor Paranhos wound up‘ by saying that he was unable to convince me
to take a right view of the whole affair; that I had founded my appreciation 0f
it‘upon Mr. prper’s reports, who, after all, was but a man, and liable to be
deceived; that foreigners could not judge of things so well in this country as
the Government 01' its authorities, yet that Her Majesty’s Government and
myself believed the versions given by Her Majesty’s Consul in preference to
that furnished to the Brazilian Executive;

As for Her Majesty’s Government, I assured his Excellency that they were
in possession of all that had been written upon this matter, and'had not hastily
formed their judgment concerning it, as I could convince him if he would have
the kindness to read your-Lordship’s despatch of the 6th June, which I handed
to him; that he would see that they had carefully considered this disgraceful
affair with regret, and that they suggested the dismissal of President José Bento

. and the Chief of Police from their oflices ; and that Dr. Antonio Drummond and
the captors of the slaver should be either immediately brought to trial or liberated.

Senhor Paranhos read the despatch attentively, but made no very remarkable
reply; I think he said we were unjust. - ' /

His Excellency intimated that from intelligence received from Senhor
Carvalho Moreira, who had had an interview with Viscount Palmerston, at a
levee, his Lordship was under the impression» that none of the slaves of the
pilot-boat captured at Serinhaem had been saved by the captors, but that they
had all been landed and conveyed inland. ' ' . 3 '

This, I told him, was impossible, for I could show his Excellency-‘several
despatches of mine, where the numbers who were captured by the Brazilian
authorities, and of those who were stolen by Chico Cagador. and others, were
distinctly mentioned. Besides, Mr.-. Cowper had also, no doubt, furnished your
Lordship with similar statements. , ‘ » - ‘ '
‘ Senhor Paranhos said, that Senhor Moreira had been ordered to present to \
Her Majesty’s Government a memorandum on the Serinhaem afi'air. ~

I broke ofl‘ my conversation with Senhor Paranhos very 'goodfi'iends, and
in doing so I expressed once more a final hope, in the name of humanity and
justice, that Colonel Drummdnd would speedily be declared innocent of the
charge imputed to him. " . i 2 ~ ' - - '

The Government and authorities appear now to be acting satisfactorily in
Slave Trade repression. , , ‘ ' ' '

 

7 Inclosure in No. 158.

Sentence.

(Translation)

ACCORDING to the tenour' of these records, Francisco de Paula Cavalcanti
Wanderley, known as Chico Cagador; José Francisco Accioli Lins, knoWn as
Cazumha; the Bachelorrof Laws, Antonio de Vasconcellos Menezes de Drum-
m01_1d ; and Antonioda Silva Pereira ; ‘are accused of having taken away 46 Bozal
Africans, conveyed to the waters of Serinhaem by a pilot—boat from Angola, by
thecaptain or commander of that vessel, Augusto Cezar de Mesquita, or Menezes,1n the month of October 1855 ; of having committedthat crime on the night of
the 1_2th of that month, conve 'ng the Africans, thus removed, by water' to the
Vlcmlty of Serrainby; Manoel Fidelis do Nascimento is accused of having
condlécted the said captain to the shore, being one of the guard of the citizens

Lass B. ' , ,
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who went on board to make the seizure of the negroes; of having consented to
the removal of the Africans ; and of having carried home, from on board the
pilot-boat, a tin of basilicon, a piece of rope, and other important articles.

The two first accused, in their defence, presented the witnesses at pages
to , who deposed that the accused, Wanderley, was, during the said

12th of October, at the sugar—estate of Coelhas, two and a-half leagues from the
Bar of Serinhaem; and that the accused, Accioli Lins, was at the sugar-estate
of Sibiré, at the same distance from the Bar of Serinhaem, where the pilot-boat
with the Africans was at anchor ; and that they knew this because they went to
the house of the former, and passed by that of the latter. The first witness
likewise says that he passed the night in the house of the accused, and did not
see him' go out. This witness isa journeyman (:abinet-maker, and is in the pay
of the accused. But upon being asked whether they knew if the two first
accused took any part in the removal of the Africans, they confined themselves
to stating that they were not aware of their being in possession of any of the
Africans taken from on board the pilot-boat.

The witnesses presented by the accused7 Antonio da Silva Pereira, tide
pages to , also confined themselves to deposing, upon oath, that they
were not aware that Antonio da Silva Pereira had in his possession any of the
Africans who were abducted, and that they did not see him leave his house on
the 'said 12th of October.

The said accused produced no other proofs in their defence.
The witnesses above cited did not destroythe accusation; on the contrary,

they confirmed it, because they did not prove that the accused did not commit
the crime, nor did they even depose in such a manner as to create doubts of the
possibility of the three accused having gone on board the pilot-hoat to effect the
abduction. Leonsequently, pronounce the accused, Francisco de Paula Caval-
canti Wanderley, known as Chico Cagador; José Francisco Accioli Lins, known
as Cazumba; and Antonio da Silva da Pereira, as having incurred the provisions
of the 2nd Article of the Law of the 7th November, 1831, and of the 4th Article
of the Law of the 4th September, 1850; and as the crime was committed at

V night, and the delinquents had agreed together to perpetrate it (circumstances
mentioned in. the 16th Article, 5 l, of the Criminal Code), combining the
179th Article with the first part of the 34th and 35th of the said Code, I condemn
the said accused, Francisco de Paula Cavaleanti Wanderley, known as Chico
Caeador; Jose Francisco Accioli Lins, knovm as Cazumba; and Antonio da

' Silva Pereira, to Suffer the penalty of corporeal imprisonment for six years, and
further, by virtue of the 2nd Article of the above-ucited Law of the 7th November,
to pay the fine ‘of Rs.200$000 each for every one of the abdu'cted Africans, and
the expenses of the re-exportation of them to Africa, each One of the condemned
answering for himSelf, and for the others, respecting the fine and expenses of
re-exportation, according to the terms of the Law last above cited.

I, however, acquit the accused Bachelor of Laws, Antonio de Vasconcellos
Menezes de Drummond, and Manoel Fidelis do Nascimento, of the crime of
Which they are accused; the former, because he has proved that ~he not only
took no part in the importation of the Africans, but that it was he who persuaded
his father, the Colonel Gaspar de Menezes Vasconcelles de Drummond, to assume
the functions of Delegate of Police in Serinhaem, in order to effect the seizure
of the Africans and of the pilot-boat '; that he assisted him with his counsels as
a lawyer and with his pen, and for t that purpose wasat the Trapiche Plantation
until after 11 o’clock at night of the 12th October, and went straight from thence
to, his own home, the Anjo Plantation, and that he only went on the 13th to the
Bar of Serinhaem in company with his father, in order to guide him in the
drawing out the warrants for the seizure, and in framing official reports, &c.;
finally, that as soon as he and his father knew of the abduction of 46 Africans
(an abduction which could only have been known to him and to his father, because
the captain has only acquainted the latter With the number he had brought, and
his father aeqhainted the accused with the same) he advised his father to commu-
nicate that circumstance to the Government without delay, and he himself wrote
the communication—a circumstance which excludes all probability of his having
participated in the crime, which it would have been most easy-for him to conceal,
not only for the reasons above mentioned, but because the capaciousness of the
accommodatiohs on board the pilot-boatwere entirely favourable for that purpose.
The accused further proved that he could not have had ‘any understanding with
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the two first, Wanderley and Lins, because he had no intercourse with the former,
and was not upon good termsrwith the latter.

I acquit Manoel Fidelis do Nascimeuto, because, even from the proof of the
accusation, it is seen that he, being well acquainted with Colonel Jofio Manoel
de Barros Wanderie’y Lins, and his shgar-plantation Serraria, Whom the captain
of the pilot-boat was seeking, he deceived him, and purposely conducted him to
the house and presence of the Delegate of Police of the District of Serinhaem,
Colonel Gaspar de MeneZes Vasconcellos Drummond, in"0rde1° to deliver the
prize to him. This proceeding ought to have placed him in the provision of the
5th Article of the Law of the 7th November, 183] .

As to Manoel Fidelis having brought on shore and taken to his house some
of the captain’s effects, that is not a crime foreseen by the cited Law; it is rather
to be believed that he did so the better to deceive the said captain; finally, it has
not been proved that Manoel Fidelis do Nascimento had in any way concurred
in the abduction of the 46 Africans Who disappeared from on‘ board the pilot— '
boat. ' ‘ . ‘ '

I further condemn the culprits Francisco de Paula Cavalcanti Wanderley',
known as Chico Cagador; José Francisco Accioli Lins, known as Cazumha;
and Antonio da Silva Pereira, to pay pro rata the costs of this suit, deducting
the share belonging to those who have not yet been tried ; and I condemn the
Municipality to pay the share of the acquitted ; besides which, each of the
condemned is to pay in full the expenses of their defence. » ' ‘

Recife, June 26, 1856. ' V
' (Signed) DR. POLYCARPOV LOPES DE LEAO. ‘

 

No. 159.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, , ' Foreign Ofice, August 17', 1856.

WITH reference to your two despatches dated the 11th ultimo, I have to
acquaint you that I approve the communications Which you made to senhor
Paranhos respecting the vessels “Emilia” and “Africano,” Which you suspected
of being intended for Slave Trade; and also respecting the rumoured landings
of Africans eat Turyassu and Itacaré.

I am, &c. '
(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

 

No. 160.,
, The Earl of Clarendon to M73. Jcrningham. '-

Sir, ' __ Fofeign Ofice, Augustlel‘S, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatch of the'l4th ultimo,* I have to acquaint
you that I approve the manner in which you have executed the instructions ,
contained in my despatch of the 4th of June, directing you to address a note
to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs respecting the continued detention
1n bondage of the negroes who were emancipated by the late British ,_ and
Brazilian Mixed Commission Court at Rio de Janeiro. .

I am, 850. x
(Signed) V CLARENDON.
 

No. 161.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham.

Sir, b ‘Fmign Qfiice,August19,1856. _
‘ WITH reference to your. despatch of the 14th jultimonL I have to acquaint
you that I concur With you in thinking that it is not improbable that
the slaves Who are transferred coastwise from the northerne‘to the southern

4" No. 156. Jr No. 157.
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provinces of Brazil, are replaced by African negroes secretly imported ; and I
have to instruct you to state to Senhor Paranhos that Her Majesty’s Government
trust that the Brazilian Government may induce thevLegislature to put a stop to
this domestic Slave Trade.

. I am, 850.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 163.

Mr. Jerningham’to the Earl of Clare-ndon.-—(Reccived September 8.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 7, 1856.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despateh‘of June 19, in which your
Lordship states, When alluding to a circular Which I had addressed to .Her
Majestis Consuls in Brazil, instructing them to warn the masters of Bntlsh
merchant-vessels of the liabilities to which they subjected themselves by
harbouring slaves on board their ships With the view to carry them away, that
although it was right such a warning should be given, to the masters of British
merchantmen in this matter, if, however, a slave were to take refuge on board a
British ship of war, it will still, as heretofore, be the duty of the captain to refuee
to surrender such slave, I beg to have the honour to announce to your Lordehlp
that I have sent a. copy of your. Lordship’s despatch to the British Admlral,
Commander—inechief of Her Majesty’s naval forces 011 this station, in order that
he may be perfectly informed of the views of Her Majesty’s Government upon
the point in question.

v i I have, &c.
(Signed) WM., STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

No. 164.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 8.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 10, 1856.
V A FEW days ago Admiral Johnstone communicated to me a copy of a

memorandum Which had been sent him from the Admiralty, which had been
furnished to Heir Majesty’s Chargé d’AH'aires at Brussels by the Brazilian Consul
in that capital, respecting a system stated to have been adopted by certain
speculators for carrying on the Slave Trade on a large scale in a disguised
mafiner, and under the veil of exporting ostensibly free colonists from the coast;
and it appears from this memorandum that French subjects and vessels are said
to be connected With this ingeniously planned and well-combined transaction.

As Sir Thomas Waller has most certainly put your Lordship in possession
of this information, it is needless for me to offer any remark ;~ but I' have
thought it my duty to communicate it M.‘ St. Georges, the French Minister here,
Who With great alacrity asked me fof a. copy, as he intended to address his
Government on the matter.

I also imparted it to Senhor Paranhos, Who did not exactly remember if
the Brazilian Consul at Brussels had communicated the same information to his
own Government; but he said he would revert to what had been received from
him, and let me know. -

His Excellency thought "this plan, if there was any truth in it, a remarkable
example of ingenuity.

He told me, however, that by the present laws of Brazil, no Bozal blacks,
free or slave, could land upon the soil of this Empire.

v v I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
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No. 165.

Mr. Jemingfiam to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 8.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 10; 1856.
I BEG to have the honour to forward to your Lordship, copy of two letters

Which I addressed to Senhor Paranhos on the 29th June and 27th of July,
asking of his Excellency information relative to Slave Trade ; arid alsoto transmit
copy of Senhor Paranhos’ reply declaring that the informations lodged of the
disembarkation of Africans at Turyassu, and to the southward of Bahia, are
groundless, and that the schooner “ Emilia’,’ is not the “ Roberto,” as it was
suspected she was, but is detained until security is given. . _

Since receiving this note from Senhor Paranhos, the “Emilia” has been
released by the Brazilian authorities, and has left for Fayal, a; security of 40
contos (4,5001.) having been required'and given, I am told. V ‘ _ '

Senhor Paranhos informs me that this “ EmiliaVis not the vessel Which
conveyed the “ emancipados” from Bahia to the coast of6 Africa, and landed them
at the place short of their destinations, as mentioned in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 29th of March. '

I have, &e. _
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

‘ Inclosure l in N0. 165.

Mr. Jemingham to Sanka? Paranhos, June 29, 1856.

[See Inclosure in No. 155.]

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 165.

Mr.“Jemingham to Seniwr Paranhos. .

Excellent Sir, Rio de JaneirmJuly 27, 1856.
I WISH to bring to your Excellency’s knowledge copy of a letter which

has been received at Her Majesty’s Legation respecting vessels su‘spected of
rslave-trading ; and I beg to call the attention of the Imperial Government to the
necessity of ' making a thorough investigation on the subject, and 'to ascertain
the truth, or not, of the report that the two vessels, having 600 blacks on board
each, all young and healthy, averaging from 15 to 25 years, and the greater part
speaking Portuguese, had arrived at the places Pipa and Macao, in Rio 'Grande
do Norte, and whether or not disembarkations were effected. '

Another vessel, with a similar cargo, is said to have effected a landing at
Goianna, Where all were sold at Rs. 400$000 each. '

Your Excellency will perceive by perusing this inclosure that two» more
vessels were expected.

'I avail, 8m.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
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Inclosure3 in No. 165.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Jemingham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, July 30, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to address myself to Mr. William Stafford Jerning-
ham, &c., in order to answer the letters which, 01:1 the 29th of the last and 27th
of the present month he was pleased to address to_ me, and wherein he asks for
and gave some information touching the Slave Trade.

The Portuguese schooner “Emilia,” now in this port, is not the patache
“ Roberto,” which clandestinely and without proper license sailed from the port
of San Martinho, in Portugal.

The schooner “' Emilia” is the property of Joaquim Teixeira Brazil and
Company, in which firm are comprised Francisco Candido Machado and his
brother Manuel Augusto Machado, Who is the present captain of this vessel.

She was employed last year in the trade from Lisbon to the Islands of
Azores, and this year in the conveyance of colonists to Brazil, with such clearances
and licenses as are required by the laws of Portugal.

As this schooner intends to continue conveying colonists, and has for that
purpose some articles on board which are specified in the Regulation of the 14th
of October, 1850, the Chief of Police was instructed to detain her until it be
shown, and a. guarantee be given, that such is her destination, and no other, of
which, however, there _is no reason to doubt.

The last official information received by the Minister of Justice contains
the assurance that the reported disembarkations on the coast of Maranham and
Bahia did not take place.

- The first delation was founded on the following facts :—

1. The barque “ Ilha das Enchadas,” having sailed from Rio de Janeiro on
the 22nd of December, 1855, entered the port of Maranham on the 17th of
February of this year, that is, after an interval of fifty-seven days.

2. The manager of the Mining Company established in that province,
undertook, in the depth of winter, a rapid voyage to the mines of Turyassu
shortly before the arrival of that barque.

.. 3. The coincidence with this VOyage that the telegraph more than once
made signals of the approach of a vessel to the coast, which vessel never arrived
there.

4. That the Company greatly felt the want of labourers.

From these circumstances it was concluded that the-said barque might have
effected a disembarkation of Africans upon the coast between the Rivers Tury-
assu and Gurupi, if that cargo had been sent for on account of the Mining
Couipany. '

The President of the Province, as Mr. Jerningham may have read in the
newspapers of this capital, immediately took the most active and proper
measures for the discovery of the crime, if it had been committed. He
promptly dispatched advices to the local authorities, a detachment to the
suspected point, and a vessel of war to watch that part of the coast where it was
presumed the 'disembarkation had takenzplace.

I have not yet received from the Minister of Justice an official communica-
tion 'of the result of those proceedings, 'but 1 can assure Mr. Jerningham that
such a disembarkation has not taken place ; and the Imperial Government have
always held this belief, because, besides the slight grounds of presumption which
gave rise to the delation, it was to he noted that the Province of Maranham kept '
free from the Slave Trade whilst it was being carried on with impunity upon the
coasts of the Empire, - .

The vessel'signalized by the telegraph, and Which did not go into port,
was a Brazilian vessel of war on a cruize.

The report of a disembarkation to the southward Of the port of Bahia, in
the vicinity of the Rio das Contas, was still more unfounded. The Chief of
Police immediately went to run along the coast; he conferred with the local

, authorities from whom he could obtain the best information, and on his return
he assured the President that the news was false.

As to what Mr. Jerningham was pleased to suggest to me respecting the
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Portuguese vessel “General Rego,” which it appears has lately returned to
Bahia, and relative to others Which convey emancipated Africans to the coast of
Africa, I can only upon this occasion reply to M1. .113111111011121111 that I have trans»
mitted his obselvations to the Ministe1 of Justice, and that I am sure that
everything possible will be done on the pait of the Imperial Government in
order to protect the lives of those emigrants.

I avail, 810.
(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

No. 166.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earllof Clarendon.—(Received September 8.), ,

My Lord, Rio de Jami?0, August 12,1856.

DURING my absence for a few days1n the O1gan Mountains foi' the sake of
getting a little fresh air, information was given to this Legation that the captain
of a North American brig, “ William Willson,” which had arrived here from
Charleston, had brought letters Which he delivered to a person named José
Carneilo Bastos, and that this individual made ovei the same letters to Antonio
Pedreira da Cunha, Com1nande1 of the steamer “ Josephina,” to be remitted by ,
him to Joao Octavio dos Santos.

This information when received was brought under the notice of the police,
as your Lordship will perceive by the inclosed correspondence; but according to
the Minister of Justice’s report annexed to Senhor Paranhos’ note to me, it
would appear that the captain of the “William Willson,” upon being interro-
gated, deposed to not having brought any letter for Bastos' or J050 Octavio dos
Santos, and that they were not even acquainted. It appears, however, true that
Bastos did deliver a lette1 to the Commande1 0f the"Josephina,’” addressed
not to Joao Octavio dos Santos, but to Jofio Octavio Nebias, explaining the
reason for this delivery and the object of it. The mail being closed, this was
his only resource, and as to the object, that was to request Senhor Nebias to
furnish him with four contos (4501) to pu1chase slaves in Rio de Janeiro,
Senho1 Bastos being a ladino slave-dealei, 01' a person employed by such people
in this unfortunately legitimate trade.

From letters seized (I suppose since) it appears that Senhoi' Nehias did send
Bastos four contos, and that he realized the p1oposed purchase.

, Since this correspondence occurred, I have been assured from the source
from whence the inf01mation proceeded that a pel'son,whethe1' captain or not of
the American vessel “ William VVilison,” did hand a packet of letters to José
Carneiro Bastos for Joao Octavio Nebias, not Santos.

The town of Santos has unt'o1tunately been sadly renowned in the history
of Slave Trade, and I fear that there isa great deal ofthe old 1eave11.still
remaining in that eity and thereabouts.

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 166.

Memorandum.

(Translation)

THE captain of the N01th American brig “ William Willson,” which
arrived here from Charleston 011 the 15th instant, brought a packet of letters f01
Jofio Octavio dos Santos,111 Santos, which letters he delivered to Jose Carneiro
Bastos, who iesides in the sheet of Sénhor dos Passos, at No. 53, and who
delivered the said letters to Antonio Pedro Carneiro Pereira da Cunha,
§omma-nder of the steamer “Josephma,” to deliver to said Joao Octavio,1n
autos.

The “ Josephma ” left this port for Santos on the 16th instant, and it being .
very probable that the answe15 to those letters (which are supposed to be upon
the subject of Slave T1ade) will not come in the mail-bags t0 the post office, but
privately1n the care of the commander of the “ Josephine,” in the same manner
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in Which they were sent, to be placed in the hands of J056 de Carneiro Bastos‘,
it appears to be a case of urgency that the latter’s house should be searched
immediately after the return of the steamer, in order to the seizure of any
letters Which may reveal the projects of the slave-traders.

Rio de Janeiro, July 22, 1856.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 166.

Senhoi‘ D’Azambuja to Mr. Morgan.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, July 24, 1856.

I HAD the honour to receive yesterday the letter Which you addressed to
me on the 22nd instant, in the absence of Mr. Jerningham.

I immediately transmitted the' said letter to the Minister for Foreign Afi'airs,

Who has already communicated With the Minieter of Justice on the subject of
which it treats.

In returning you thanks for the information you havevfurnished me with, I
avail, Sac, ‘

(Signed) JOAQUIM MARIA NASCENTES D’AZAMBUJA.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 166.

, Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Jcrningham.

(Translation.) 6 I Rio de Janeiro, July 29, 1856.

IN the absence of Mr. Jerningham, &c., Mr. John Morgan addressed a
letter, on the 22nd instant, to the Chief Clerk of the Office for Foreign Affairs,

to be brought to my knowledge, communicating that Her Britannic Majesty’s

Legation had received information that the Portuguese José Carneiro BastOs,
residing in this city, had received from the hands of the captain of the North

American brig named “ William Willson,” which arrived here from Charleston
on the 15th, a correspondence addressed to Joao Octavio dos Santos, alias J050

Octavio Nebias, Which was suspected to relate to some project of attempting to

trade in Africans; that the said Bastos had delivered that correspondence to the
commander of the steamer “ Josephina,” which left for Santos on the 16th, and

that it was very probable that the answers to that correspondence would come by
the intermedial agency of' the same person, to be forwarded to a brother of

’ Cunha’s, the fitter-out of the “ Mary E. Smith,” in Boston, who was in
Charleston When the “ William Willson ” left that port.

As soon as that letter was received, I apprised the Minister of Justice of its
contents, and his Excellency having caused the said Bastos’ house to be searched
by the police, in order to ascertain the truth of that information, no signs what-
ever were discovered by the searchers of any attempt at slave-trading, as
Mr. Jerningham Will see 'from the copy of the report of the Chief of Police,
Which explains the fact of thedelivery of the correspondence alluded to, to the
commander of the steamer “Josephina,” which gave rise to the suspicions Which
Mr. Morgan refers to. -

' As the circumstance of the delivery of the letters by the American captain
to Bastos is the principal and most important object of Mr. Morgan’s communi—
cation, it would be proper to know'how, when, and' in what place, they were
delivered to him. It is this explanation‘that the Chief of Police Wishes to obtain
in order to prosecute his researches and investigations.

I avail, 8m. ‘

(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS;
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Inclosure 4r,in No. 166.

The Chiqf of Police to the minister of Justice.

(Translation) , ' - Police Ofic'e, Rio ale Janeiro,
Most Illustrious and Excellent ‘Sir, ; , .. July 24, 1856.

HAVING taken due note of the subject matter of the letter written by the
English Consul to the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office, communicating his
having been informed that the Portuguese José Carneiro Bastos had received
from the captain of the North American brig “ William Willson,” which arrived
from Charleston on the 14th instant, a voluminous correspondence for J050
Octaviano dos Santos, in Santos; supposed to be relative to some: project or
attempt at trafiicking in Africans ; that the said Bastos had delivered that
correspondence to the captain of the steamer “Josephine,”jwhich .left for Santos
on the 16th, and that he naturally would have received Joao Octavio’s answer; by
the same steamer, which returned yesterday ; I ordered a strict search to be made
in the house of J0sé Carneiro Bastos, but no paper whatever'was found which
had any reference to the object of the deletion. I interrogated Bastos and the
captain of the “ William Willson,” and from their depositions, of which copies
are inclosed, your Excellency will see that the captain brought no letter for

, Bastos or J050 Octavio dos Santos, and that they are not even'acquainted. It
is true that Bastos delivered a letter to the commander of the “Josephine,”
addressed, not to Joao Octavio dos Santos, but to .1050 Octavio Nebias; but he
explains the reason for that delivery, and the object of it. He did deliver it to
the captain, whom he met with, because the mail was already closed; and, as to
the object of it, he therein requested him to ‘ furnish him with a certain amount
for the purchase of slaves in this city, a purchase which he realised, Nebias
having sent him four contos. as is ascertained from the letters seized; and of
which copies are annexed, written by Nebias, and by Manoel Carneiro, a brother
of José Carneii‘o. - , a a - ,,

As the principal and most important object. of the Consul’s communication
is the circumstance of the delivery of the letters bythe American captain to
Bastos, it wo'uld be proper to find out how, when,‘ and in what place, they were
so delivered. , > v ' a a

God preserve, &c. , , t ' , ,

(Signed) JOSE CAETANO DE ANDRADE PINTO.
 

Inclosure 5 in 'No. 166.

Mr; Jemingham to Senhar Pardnhos.

Excellent Sir, I ' Rio de Janeiro, July: 31,. 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Exeellency’s
private communication under date of the 29th of‘ July, forwarding to ‘me a copy
of a note from the Chief of Police to his Excellency the 'Minister of Justice,’
respecting the information which was furnished by Her Majesty’s Legation to
the Imperial Foreign Office, with regard to a correspondence said to have been 1
brought from Charleston, in the United States, by the captain of , the North
American brig “ William Willson,” and delivered by him to José' ‘Cat‘neiro
Bastos, who was reported to have handed it to the commander of the Santos
steamer “ Josephina,” for transmission to J050 Octavio dos Santos. " ‘ ‘

From the investigations of the police, contained in, the incloSure forwarded
by your Excellency to me, it appears the American captain denies having brought
any correspondence, but that Carneiro Bastos delivered a letter to the Commander
of the “ Josephina,” for a Senhor J050 Octavio Nebias', at. Santos, the nature of
which José Carneiro Bastos has explained after his, own manner. ,

At present I know nothing more about the business, and conseqUently am
unable to satisfy the Chief of Police as to where the captain of the American brig
was said to have delivered the letter to José Carneiro Bastos. _ ' , ' ’

The information that such a thing did occur was reported to Her Majesty’s
legation, and as, according to mutual understanding, and your Excellency’s wish
that t(his Legéttion should furnish any suspicious indications in matters of Slave

LASS ,, -



1'54 BRAZIL.

Trade to the Imperial Government, this report, such as it came to us, was
forwarded to your Excellency’s Department, in. order that the Brazilian autho-
rities might be put upon their guard against attempts that may be contemplated
to negotiate illegal Slave Trade transactions.

I avail, &c. ‘
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.‘

 

} No. 167. .

‘Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received' September 8.)

(Extract) , . - Rio de Janeiro, August'l2, 1856. ‘

I BEG to have the honour to forward to yOur Lordship copy of ‘a despatch
Which I have received from Mr. Vines, Her Majesty’s Consul at Para,‘together
with inclosed‘ reports of examination by the Brazilian authorities, respecting an
American fore-aud-aft schooner, Which entered the port of Para in the beginning
of July last, called the “ Eliza Jane,” and which, from the suspicious nature of
her cargo (empty casks), and a strong crew, nine of which were Portuguese, it
was deemed necessary by the Brazilian authorities to cause ‘ an investigation . to
be made on board. ‘ »

From the report of the persons charged to search the “ Eliza Jane,” it
would appear that she put into Para for the purpose of replenishing her provi-
sions, having been on a Whaling onage'; according to her register, she left Edgar-
town on the 22nd August, 1855, for whaling off the Falkland Islands, for which
the implements on‘board seemed to indicate she was destined, but from the
evidence extracted, it appears that no whales were found, which, it was alleged,
accounted for the number of empty casksv; the hold of the ship being nearly
filled With them. ‘ ’ '

The examiners upon inspecting the log-book; found it agree with the route
marked out'on the map; and the muster-roll was correct, twenty-one persons—
twelve Americans, nine Portuguese, with the exception of three Portuguese who
were not on the muster-roll, having been shipped at the Island das Flores, since
the departure of the “ Eliza Jane ” from the United States. '

Your Lordship will see that according to the words of the report, the
examiners having discharged the casks fi'om the ship, and having gone over her
with a diligent search, they did not find any proofs pointed out by the Decree as
evidences that she was engaged in the Slave Trade, not being able to take, as
such, the casks that formed all the cargo of the vessel, and would be beyond the
limits of the Decree. '

The “ Eliza Jane ” appears then to have been disembargoed, and cleared
out at the Para custoxmhouse for Edgartown; but Mr. Vines states, that the
master, Leander West, stated that it was his intention to proceed in a southerly
direction, and resume his search for whales. -'

The .Rio newspapers alluded to this business, but I see to-day in one of
them a short paragraph stating, “that a person whois well informed on the
matter, assured us that from the investigations Which took place on board the
North American Schooner ‘ Eliza'Jane,’ has resulted the conviction, that Vshe
was not employed in the African trafiic, but was a bond fide Whaler.”

Probably by the next packet from the north, something more may be
ascertained concerning the “ Eliza Jane; ” in the meantime I shall beg the.
Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs to cause vigilance to be exercised in case
she calls at the other ports in Brazil, and changes her occupation by endea-
vouring to ship such necessaries as might enable her to undertake a. slave excur-
s1'on. , ' .

' This vessel shipped, before leaving Para, 1,8001bs. of biscuit, 10 jars of
molasses, 2 arrobas of coffee, 24 pumpkins, and 3,000 pieces of firewood. v

In 1853, a vessel named the “ Sem Igual,” informed against by one of her
crew, a British subject, and employed upon a similar whalingexcursion, being
about this coast for a long . time, and as she was about to leave St. Catherine’s
under suspicious circumstances (one of Her Majesty’s cruizers being‘outside at
sea to intercept and examine her), she was, before leaving the port, embargoed
by the Brazilian authorities, and sent up to Rio de Janeiro t0 the Court of the
Auditor of Marine. »



BRAZIL. ‘ 155
I will do my best to cause this matter to be further investigated, ,
The suspicious vessels seen of? Rio das Contas, Bahia, and OK the coast of

Paraiba do Norte,~as mentioned in m‘y'despatch of the 11th'_1i1’timo,-* havenever been as yet satisfactorily accounted for. ‘ ‘ ' " ' ' ' ‘ ’ ‘

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 167., .

Consul, Vines £01117". Jerninglzam; , . . _ .

Sir, . , > , ‘ ,PardiJuly 17,1856.
I BEG leave to transmit to you the in’closed copies, With translations ?of-papers, which, on my application, were sent to me by the President of thlsProvince, Senhor Henrique de Beaurepaire Rohan; they contain'a'repor't of theinquiries instituted by the police authorities of this city, relating. to the UnitedStates’ vessel “Eliza Jane,” which recently visited this pert, under circum-stances calculated to give rise to suspicions that she had been‘ fitted out for:Slave Trade. ‘ ‘ , , ; ' _The “Eliza Jane,” which is a tbre—and-att' schoonei‘, without topsails,cleared the custom-house of this city for Edgartewn,’ on the 14th‘instant, andsailed hence yesterday, ’but the master of the vessel stated it'was 'his intentionto sail in a southerly direction, and resume his search for whales. , bYou Will observe'that the authorities express themselves, in, the. incloseddocuments, satisfied with the result of their investigations ;lnevertheless, I deemit advisable to furnish you with all the information I have been able to obtain inreference to the above-named vessel, that you may act in accordancewith anyopinion you may form, as to whether the circumstances, ‘as far as they are known,justify the suspicion that the “ ElizaJane” has been fitted 'out to engage inSlave Trade. ' ' , , . _ j

I have, &c.* y, .
(Signed) SAMUEL 'VINES.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 167,

Report of the Ewaminatians on the American jbre-and-qft Schooner '(Hiale). ., . v . “Eliza Jane.” ' ' '
(Translation) _ L , f

ON the 14th day of the month of July, in the year of'the birth of ourLord Jesus Christ 1856, in this city of St.”Mary of Belem, capital of theProvince of Grand Parzi, in the Police Office, present the Chief of Police,Dr. J01111 Baptists. G—ongzalves Campos, Where I, the temporary Notary‘Puinc inthe office of the before-named, came, and there he ordered me to report this case,that having made the necessary investigations about the American'fore-and-aftschooner “Eliza Jane,” entered into the port of this city, on the 4th of July,present month, besides other points, of Which I already gave an account ‘tothe most excellent President of the Province, I have, by order of the Said highauthority, and‘ iii- the order numerically marked, examined the following, whichI collected from his informationsand examinations to present to his Excellency,namely: . ‘ v V -,1 V. .

lst. That the said fore—and-aft schooner is of the burden of 174 tons(Brazilian measure); that it has 104 spans of length from stem to stem, and271—50- in the hatchways,>and 141—25 depth of hold, according to the’ scales andcalculations of the stereometre of the custom-house. * ' ' - v ‘-2ndly. That the proprietors of the said vessel are, Thomas Bradley, DavidP. West, Leander West, and Stephen Dillingham, of Falmouth,‘in the Stateiof'Massachusetts, and» George Hall, of Savannah; it hasano consignee in thisCity, Which port it enteredas one of call to replenish its preyisions. ' , ‘3rdly. That Edgartown is the» port of its registry, from Which it sailed the22nd of August, 1855, for the Falkland Islands, forthe Whale fishery. '

* No. 153.
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4thly. That the name of the captain is Leander West, one of the above
named proprietors, and a citizen of the United States.

5th1y. That the mate’s name is Edy C. Luce, which appears likewise on‘
the muster-roll of the vessel. ,

6thly. That its c'argo is empty casks, excepting two, with fish-oil, they not
having met any whales. ~

7thly. Besides services obtained from the Consul of the United States, it
only appears that he negotiated. a lean of money from Captain James Fairfield,
of the American brig-schooner “ Henrico,” to purchase provisions, &c., for the
port expenses; he embarked of provisions 1,800 lbs. of biscuit, 10 jars of
molasses, 2 arrohas of coffee, 24 pumpkins, and 3,000 pieces of firewood.

8thly. That its destination was the same port of registry whence it comes,
Edgartown, having cleared the custom-house to-day, July 14. '

The muster-roll of.the crew is as follows :

1. Edy C. Luce, First Mate.
2. William JOffers, Second Mate.
3. Charles AnthOny, Sailor. '
4. Thomas Pring, ditto.
'5. Michael'BeI-ran, ditto.
6. William Johnson, ditto.
7. William Norris, ditto.
8. John Gronies, ditto,
9. Charles Conrady, ditto.

10_. Thomas Burrell, ditto. _
11. William-Lynch, Steward.
12. Francis‘KuI-haugh, Sailor and Cook. '
13. Frank Sylvia, Sailor. '
1'4. ' Manoel Perry, ditto.
15, John Perry, ditto.

’ 16. Joseph Anton, ditto.

This muster-roll is dated to-day, and signed by the Consul of the United
States, Samuel G. Pond.

And that all may be known, the Doctor,'thief of the Police, ordered this
report to be drawn up, which goes to him signed and registered.

I, Marcellino Marques de Lima, acting Public Notary, who wrote this. '
(Signed) JOHN BAPTISTA GONCALVES CAMPOS.

As above. , .
(Signefl) ‘ JOAQUIM JOSE DA SILVA,

Secretary to the Government.

 

Incloeure 3 in No. 167.‘ ,

, Report.

(Translation) .
REPORT of the examinations oflicially made on the American fore-and-aft

schooner (‘fhiate”) “ Eliza Jane,” IA.D.‘1856', the 6th day of July of said year,
in my archives I find the report of the examinations as follows, to make'known
which I draw up the present report: I, M. de Lima, Notary Public, Who wrote it.

Report of Etcamination.’

AD. 1856, July 6, in the anchorage-ground of this city, met on board the
American vessel “ Eliza Jane,” the Chief of Police, Dr; JOhn Baptiste. Gongalves
Campos, with :me,‘ the Notary Public to the above-named; the Captain-Lieu-
tenant Gabriel Ferreira‘da Cruz, Commander of the brig of war “ Calliope ;” the
SecondLieutenant, 'Desiderio Celestino ‘de Castro; the first tide-waiter of the
custom-house, JoSé Joaquim da Gama and Silva; the under tide-waiters, ChriSa
toviio Antonio Cordeiro, and Antonio Bemado de Souza'; as well as the citizen
of the United States Samuel G. Pond, in charge of the Consulate of his nation;
the said Leander West, captain of the said vessel, and more persons of her crew
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When the Chief of Police declared, it being. said .that this vessel,'coming* frOm
Edgartown, had, on the 4th day of the present month, entered the port. of this
city as a pert of call to replenish water and provisions, 'but withoutamanifest ;
that it being said the .before-named captain broughtall. his casks empty, not
having met whales ;v that being a numerous crew, and beIOnging' tof difi'erent
nations (the greater part Portughese) ; that it being said the deck of the'vessel
was not caulked; all this had giVen rise to‘suspicions of her being engagedin
the Traffic of Africans; and consequently,-by the terms of the Decree No. 708 of
October 14, 1850,'he was obliged'to proceed to examine if the facts named were
real, and if there existed legal indications according to Articles 32 and 33 of the
sameDecree. j W ' _' - '. , ‘ H a ,H

\ To commence the ahove-named examination the Doctor, Chief of Police,
named as Examiners the before-named officers of the fleet, Cruz and Castro, and
for interpreter ofthe English language, the citizen José Pereira Dias. ' gr
. The said‘Examinerstand interpreter swore on the Holy Evangelists to well
and faithfully fulfil their tasks, truly deelaring what they discover and may meet,
and What, in their consciences, they understand. ' ' ' " i' _‘ ‘ ‘

And he exhorted them, the Examiners, that they should proceed to the
search of all the vessel, having in view the Articles 32'and 33 referred to, which
he read to them from the above-quoted Decree. ' "

The tide-waiter then immediately broke the seals, and Opened the hatches,
and began the examinations, during Which, and at the end, the Examiners declared
as follows 2— 5 ' '

l. ~That they found the hold of the ship almost entirely filled with casks,
and without room for anything else'.‘ - ‘ _

2. That they had the greater» part of these casks discharged (placing them
in a fighter). That they found there were 104 casks (between casks and half-
casks), including staves; ' ‘ ‘ . i r

3. That some of these casks had inscriptions, showing they hadheen used
for provisions; and that they found several having still Within them some remains
of provisions. ‘ ' ‘ '

4. That the casks, being for the most part empty, could he used to keep
liquids in. They did not, certainly, give indications of having served for this
purpose, and in that agreed with the captain’s declaration that they had not
found whales. . ,

5. That they had, besides, twenty barrels with meat, and two With biscuit,
Weighing about 6001bs.

6. That some of these casks contained salt water, for ballast.
7. That the ship is 127 tons, American measure. , ‘1 ; »
'8. That the muster—roll, including the captain, contains twenty~ene persons,

tWeIVe being Americans, and nine Portuguese, from the Azores.y . _ , / V
9. That, according to the different questionsput- to’ several persons of the

crew, they gather that three of the Portuguese, that arernot on‘the muster-roll,
Were taken in from the Island of Das Fleres in. the course of the. voyage,
End since the vessel, had sailed from the port of its departure, in the United

‘ tates. - , _ , , . ,r V :
10. That 0n the deck were constructed two stoves of tiles,. with pans, and

a cooler of copper, fit for making fish oil. _ : ~ - , - .i
,1 I. That in the proper places in the vessel were found all the preparations

for whale-fishing, as harpoons, pikes, chains to intercept, line and implements
for hanging up. '

12. That there were also four whale-bottts,’ three in good‘ repair, and one
damaged. V

13. That they found pieces of the skin of the sea—wolt' covering the oars
and the rowlocks in the right places. V , . : ’ "
‘ 14. That, besides four muskets armed with bayonets, there Was one more,
Intended for firing on the whales in the act of harpooning them. * '3

15. That the deck of the vessel‘was caulked, as ethersare. .; - -. u
16. That at first sight it might appear that the deckwas not caulked.

at there is a division between the-two; masts to. preserve thedeckwfrom damage
by cutting up of'the whales. ,, .; I . m ,L . m V. ,

17. That, examining the log-book of the vessel, they found itagree with the
route marked on the map, and with the evidences of the crew, that they, as well
as the Chief of Police, by interpretation, had collected from the crew, interrogated
separately, and variously, and together. '
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18. That these replies from them were always given Without hesitation,
without 'change of countenance, and unmoved. .

19. That, having discharged the casks from the ship, and having gone over

her, I say, with a diligent search, they did not find any proofs pointed out by

the Decree as evidences that she was engaged in the Traffic of Africans; not

being able to take as such the casks that formed all the cargo of the vessel, and
would be beyond the limits of the Decree.

That, finally, the above report is all the Examiners found to declare in their
search, and having nothing more, they consider as concluded this ordered

examination, and, from the whole, formed the present statement, and which I go

to Write and register by the Judge, and signed by the same Examiners, Inter-

preter, Consul, tide-waiter .of the custom-house, and witnesses, With me, the

Notary Public, M. Marques de Lima, which I made and wrote; all of Which I

testify. ‘

I declare in time; on the first page, at the twentieth line, there Will be found
an interlineation of the words “ consciences and (,ahanged,” which ought to be

understood. , - '
I deelare-it, Marques de Lima.
Police Ofltce, Pant, V1856. .

(Signed) ' JOHN B. G. CAMPOS.
- GABRIEL FERREIRA DA CRUZ.
DESIDERIO C. DE CASTRO, Jun.
S. G. POND, Unitezl States’ Consul, ad interim.
J. J. DA GAMA SILVA, Guarda M613
JOSE PEREIRA DIAS.
CHRISTAVAO ANTONIO CORDEIRO.
ANTONIO BERNADO DE SOUZA.

~ MARCELLINO MARQUES DE LIMA.
As above. , '

(Signed) ' JOAQUIM J051; DA SILfot, ,
Secretary to the Government.

 

No. 168.

Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendfin.—(Received September 8.)

My Lord, , ,Rio de Janeiro, Adgust 12, 1856.

WITH reference to your Lordship3s despatch of the 30th June,”“ forwarding
to me, with inclosures, copy of a letter Which had been received at‘the Foreign

. Oflice from the Secretary of the Recife and San Francisco Railway, containing the
answer of the Board of Directors to the charge that the contractors who have
engaged to construct the works of the line intended to employ slave-labour, I beg '
to say that last month I wrote to Mr. Coner, in obedience to the instructions
,eonveyed in your Lordship’s deepatch of the 6th June, in order to inquire if
that reported intention was still persisted in, but I have not as yet received an
answer respecting it. I have, therefore, in consequence, delayed communicating

. to the Brazilian Government upon this matter. . V
_ I have, &0. ' '

(Signed) » - WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

No. 169.

Mr. Jemingham to the Eerl of Clarendon.é(Received September 8.) I

My Lord, , ‘Rio de Janeire, August 12, 1856.
FOUR Africans arrived last month in a French vessel at Bahia, as free

men, and making part of the crew.
, The ‘fact, upon being discovered by or reported to the authorities there,

was ‘explalned thus: that the captain, not being able to complete his crew on the
coaet of Africa, shipped four free Bozal blacks, Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos
havmg nothing to oppose to such shipment; ' V

‘ * No. 144.
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Whether ethis is correct I know not; but that these Africans arrived .at

Bahia is quite certain, and the Brazilian authorities have not permitted them to
land, having caused the master of the vessel to give security not to allow them
to do so, and I believe, also, to take them back‘ to their own cOuntry. .

The other day M. de St. Georges, the French Minister, read me a note
Which he had received from the French Consul at Bahia, in which the obligation
of giving bond in this case, and whenever any French vessel cleared out from
that port for the coast of Africa, was animadverted upon as placing obstacles in
the way of commerce.

Respecting this exaction of a bond when foreign ,vessels proceeded from
hence to the coast of Africa, I told M. de St. Georges that it was a Brazilian
regulation, with which it appeared to me most proper to comply, and that if
such a requirement should be made with regard to any British ship about to
clear out from Brazil for the coast, I should be the first to request that
such security should be enforced. However, I told his, Excellency that Itthen.
did not quite understand why a bond should be exacted of his countryman
because he had four Bozals on board who were stated to be bond jide freemen.

Since my conversation with M. de St. Georges, who has had some talk on
this subject with Senhor Paranhos, I have learnt from the latter gentleman that
the preventive measure Which has been adopted at Bahia relative to these four
free Africans, is- justified by'the law of this Empire, which permits no Bozal
black, be he free or bondman, to disembark on Brazilian soil. ' ,

 

I have, &C. . g ,
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

No. 170. '

Mr. Jemz'ngham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 8.)

(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, August 14, 1.856.
. WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of June 30, in which

is inclosed, for my information, copy of a memorandum With two inclosures,
which had been placed in your Lordship’s hands by the Brazilian Minister,
Senhor Carvalho Moreira, and likewise copy of the answer which your Lordship
returned relative to the representation Which Senhor Carvalho .Moreira was
instructed to make to He]? Majesty’s Government with regard to the note which
was addressed by me to Senhor Paranhos on the 7th of last March, in confor-
mity with the orders contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 9th of .
January ; I beg to state-that I totally repudiate what Senhor Carvalho Moreira ‘endeavours to establish, name1y, that Her Majesty’s Government were not,
informed of the circumstances respecting the capture of the Africans ’ at
Serinhaem by this Legation, and I have only to refer to my desPatch of
November 12, 1855f“ with inclosures, invwhich I gave a whole account of it,
and distinctly stated that 162 Bozal Africans had. .been captured by theBrazilians, and that orders had been issued by the President of Pernambuco to ;cause the pilot—boat and the said Africans ’to be brought from the place of
capture to Pemambuco. .

Nat one single month has elapsed since November that I have not.addressed your Lordship on this .afl‘air: as my despatches of .December'l4,
January 14, February 12, March 14,‘Apr.il 12, and May'12, all can prove; andas I was determined that such a notion shouldvnot prevail here, I took all thesedespatches to Senhor Paranhos and read him a good part of my despatch ofNovember 12. His Excelleney-listened to it and' saw that I plainly'stated the
number of Africans, 162, which had been captured by the Brazilians and Were
ordered to be conveyed‘to Pernambuco; and that I even then also mentionedColonel Drummond as the captor, and likewise the suspicion that some had.been previously stolen before that event. - ' 7

The shortness of the time left before the departure of themail prevents me 'from dissecting Senhor .Carvalho Moreirais memorandum. ~ ~ 1 ' ' ,
However, Senhor Paranhos is .now convinced that I reported upon theSerinh‘aem capture, and :he spontaneously eXclaimed after reading to him mydespatch of November 12, "‘ Oui, j’ai toujours cru que vous l’avez fait.”

"" Class B, presented 1856, No. 118.
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Senhor Paranhos did not seem much inclined to discuss the Memorandum of
, M. Moreira, which,'I told- him,»appeared to me not correct in some respects.
His Excellency, however, said that Senhor Carvalho Moreira would be instructed
to answer your Lordship’s Memorandum.

Senhor Paranhosthen asked me why the Prime Minister was averse so to
Brazilians and Brazil, and that he-never would alldw them “ d’avoir raison.”

I replied that I believed that such was not the case; that on the matter of
Slave Trade his Lordship’s opinions were pretty well known ; but that if Brazil
proceeded to extinguish the Slave Trade entirely, I was convinced his Lordship
would be ready. to be on the best of terms with this country, and do anything
that might tend‘to its prosperity.

Her Majesty’s Consul writes from Pernambuco that everything relating to
the Serinhaem affairs has come to a dead stop; that the Drummonds are still
in prison untried; the twenty-nine remaining blacks in slavery have not as yet
been found (one, however, I see by the papers, has been discovered by the new
President); and an Irishman named Donelly has been interrogated without
effect ;- and he supposes the Provincial Government are waiting orders from
Rio de Janeiro.

I have had several conversations with Senhor Paranhos upon these trials,
and have greatly stood up for Colonel Drummond, and stated to his Excellency
that, having arrested this person, who was the chief captor of the pilot-boat,
merely because he let the captain of the slaver escape, and did not perform all
his duty, that such conduct, especially if Colonel Drummond was condemned,
would expose the Imperial Government to very unpleasant remarks.

I beg, to annex a translation of the Minister of Justice’s speech delivered
on the 14th of July, in the Chamber of Deputies, on the Serinhaem trials.
Dr. José Bento, late President of Pernambuco, has also made his defence in the
Chambers. '

Senhor Paranhos still maintains that Dr. José Bento acted properly.

 

Inclosure in No. 170.

Extractfrom 11 Speech delivered on the 14th Qf July, 1856, in the Brazilian
Chamber of Deputies, by tile Minister of Justice.

(Translation)
THE noble Deputy for the Province of ?Pernambuco, with his usual

energetic and bold manner of discussion, has raised up a question relative to the
affairs of Serinhaem‘; I allude to the disembarkation of Africans which took
place there; The noble Deputy sees a series of mysteries connected with those

I afl'airs which, the the honour of the Government, ought to be unveiled.
. Happily, Mr. President, the noble Deputy was followed by the eX-I’resident of

that province, who placed that question in its proper light, in bringing to your
knowledge all the circumstances, even the most recondite, all the oflficial corre-
spondence, even the most private. Nothing, therefore, remains for me to
elucidate in this respect. ,

I must, however, tell the noble Deputy that I do not see any of the
mysteries which he does. According to the noble Deputy it is a mysterious
circumstance that the Government should have sent to eulogize Colonel
Menezes, and that Colonel Menezes should now be imprisoned. Here, Sirs,
there is no mystery; when the Government sent to praise Colonel Menezes,
they only knew the fact of the glorious seizure of the Africans ; they subsequently
received information, which was duly ascertained to be correct, that Colonel
Menezes had had the captain of the pilot-boat in his own house, that he did not
arrest him, and allowed him to depart in peace, and to take the vessel’s papers
from on board, the documents of the crime committed; that he did not go to
the spot for the effective seizure of the pilot-hoat until 2 o’clock of the following
day ; that he did not adopt the necessary measures for the safe custody of the
unfortunateAfi'icans ; inasmuch as when the captain of the detachment arrived
on the spot, they were in a state of abandonment; what was to he done? _ The
glory of the seizure was demoralized and destroyed by the purloining of
47 Africans; it became then the duty of the Government to order Colonel
Menezes to be made accountable, beCause, the Government are not only contented
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with the seizure of the Africans, but further wish to punish severely those who
commit the crime of slave—trading; it was not in the power of an agent of the
Government, for any reason whatever, to set at liberty, to let go with impunity
and harmless, the principal criminal, the captain of the slaver. .

Neither is it mysterious that the son' of Colonel Menezes, whom the police
had indicated as being a criminal, should have been afterwards acquitted. The
Chamber knows that the proofs which are sufficient for an indictment are not
enough for a condemnation. ‘

I abstain from pronouncing a judgment respecting the sentence which has
been published by the press : I will, however, say to the Chamber that I have
great confidence in the present Chief of Police, who' conCluded that investiga-
tion. ' ’

I shall not add anything more upon this subject, beeause it appertains to
ustice and the tsibunals to decide it.

Sirs, the question of the cessation of the Traflic is one of life and death to
the Government, who will not compound with it. It is a debt of- honour which
they owe to the country, to the civilized world, and they Will fully satisfy it, as
they will not rest until they place before the bar of the tribunals all those who

' are connected with the introduction and abduction of Africans at Serinhaem, be
they whom they may. ’

Further, Sirs, it appears to me that there is no mystery in the fact that,
whilst the President was ordering the imprisonment of Colonel Menezes, that
Colonel was being praised by the English Government; because, Sits, the
English GOvernmentmay have been led into error, as the Brazilian Government
were, from being dazzled by the glory of the capture before they came to be
informed of the abduction and of its circumstances. _

As seen as I received information of the praise bestowed by theEnglish
Consul on Colonel Menezes, I protested against it in an official note which I
addressed on the 11th of April last, to the Minister of Foreign Afi'airs, because,
in truth, the sanction which the Government have a right to exercise over the
acts of their employés was thus evidently nullified, if they could be eulogized by
a foreign Government for the very acts of which they were being censured by
the Government of the country. ,

 

No‘ 171.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemz'nghtim.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofice, September 8, 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 11th of July lastfi‘ I inclose to

you, herewith, a copy of the general instructionsfor the Coast-Guard of the
United Kingdom, and I have to instruct you to take an opportunity of
acquainting Senhor Paranhos that you are in pessession of these regulations, and
that they are at his Excellency’s disposal in the event of the Brazilian Govern4
ment having it in contemplation to organize a Coast—Guard Service with the view'
to prevent the importation of slaves into Brazil. . » . '

You will add that Her Majesty’s Government will be happy: to afl'ord any
further information that may be required by the Brazilian Government, either
through you, or through the Brazilian Minister" at this Court. . ‘

, I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 172. .
The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, ' “ Foreign. Oficé, September 22, ' 1856.
WITH reference to former correspondence respecting the liberatedAfric-ans

returning from Brazil, who were landed against their will at Whydah and
AghWey, I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch which

'*'No.'154.'
CLASS B.
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I have received from Mr. Campbe11,'&c.,* stating that there is no longer any
doubt as to the slaughter of the passengers landed from the “ Genera1Rego,”
and calling attention to the fact that the supercargoes of Portuguese vessels
dispose of their passenger-fittings at places whele they can be used in slave-
vessels.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No.173.

The Earl of Old?enclon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, Foveign Ofice, October 6,1856.

WITH reference to yo111 despatch of the 10th of August, I have to
inform you that Iapprove the letters which you addlessed to the Brazilian
Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 29th June and 27th July, respecting the
“ Emilza” and other vessels suspected of being intended for the Slave Trade.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 174.

Mr. Jemingha'm to the‘Earl of Clarendonre-(Received October 11.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeh0, September 11,1856.

I BEG nowto have the honour to forwaid to your Lordship copy of a. note
from Senhor Paranhos, in answer to a memorandum which I presented to him
in June last on Slaye Trade matters, in Which his Excellency informs me that the
Chief of Police of the Province of Parana having proceeded to Guaratiba, had
ascertained that the rumour of a disembarkation of Africans havingbeen eifected
was perfectly groundless.

His Excellency also states that measures have been taken to defeat an
attempt on the part of the brig “Pensamento,’ ’ in case she should direct her
cOurse to any of the ports of this Empire.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 17.4.

Smhor Paranhos to Mr. Jemingham.

(Translation) . Rio de Janet?0, August 26,1856.
ACCORDING to the memmandum Which your Excellency had the good-

ness to give me on the 2lst of June last, you had leceived upon that date infor-
mation of the following facts:—- ,

1. Of a disembarkation of 180 Africans1n Guaratuba.
2. The departure of the b1ig “Pensamento,” from 'Ienerifl'e for Benguella,

on the 2nd of May, having on board a b1other of Flanolsco Riverosa.
3. Preparations for a disembalkation of Africans on the Ilha das Mogas,

near Ilha Grands.
Having brought this memorandum to the knowledge of the Ministe1 of

Justice, his Excellency informed me on the 26th of June, that he called upon
the Presidents of the respective Provinces’tor information touching the first and
third points, and recommended Vigilance to those of the maritime provinces
respecting the second.

To this information the said Minister added, in a despatch of the 11th
instant, that the Chief .of Pohce of the P1ov1nce of Parana having proceeded to
Guaratuba, had ascertained that the report of the disembarkation of Africans
having been efi‘ected “there was entirely groundless.

‘5 No. 29. ‘
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The susPieion, therefore, of Africans having been landed at Guaratuba
having vanished, and the necessary measures having been'taken relative to the
brig “Pensa'mento,” in case she should direct her course to any port of the
Empire, the fact of the preparations which are said to be made for a disem-
barkation on the Ilha das Moeas, is the only one depending upon further
information. ' .

I shall hasten to transmit to your Excellency any elucidations which may
be furnished to me by the Minister of Justice; not hesitating at once to assure
van that said report is unfounded.
. a I avail, &c. ' a . V _

(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

No. 175.

Mr. Jemz'ngham to the Earl of Clarendon.-¥(Received October 11.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, September 11‘, 1856. I
- I BEG to have the honour to forward to your Lordship translationuof a

note from Senhor Paranhos, under date of September 5, in answer to a commu-
nication of mine of the 27thof February last, in which his Excellency states that,
after a most scrupulous investigation, it has been ascertained that the rumour off
the disembarkation of 1,400 Africans in the River Mucury, of which . Her
Majesty’s Consul at Bahia had informed Her Majesty’s Legation, was [not
correct. , v . ,, v . , U .

Regarding the report of the commander of the Brazilian war-steamer ‘
“ Don Pedro II,” alluded ,to in his Excellency’s note, as to the Rio Mucury not
offering facilities for a disembarkation, I fear it is not possible to coincide with
that officer, when one reflects that steam intercourse takes place between, Rio de
Janeiro and that river, and although a smaller steam-boat ascends it to a
considerable distance from somewhere near the mouth, to which the larger «Rio,
vessels repair, yet the bar cannot be so bad but that a slaver of light draught
might enter; and from 'the, fact of the Mu'cury being now the shortest line to
Minas Novas, to which district from Santa Clara the Ottoni Cempany have'cut
a “ picada,” it would seem natural'that this would be ' a convenient road for
sending Africans up into the country without difficulty, or the danger of
incurringvobservation. At the commencement of this year I heard such was the
project of some slave-dealers, but that SenhorOttoni, theenterprising chief of a
the Mucury Company, would not listen to such suggestions.

As I have not heard Mr. Morgan’s rumour confirmed, I have no grounds
for disbelieving the statements contained in Senhor Paranhos’ note. .

The number of Ladino blacks'which have been imperted into Rio from the
northern ports, 'make me apprehensive either that something wrong has occurred
somewhere, or that it will soon be the case ; for how can the northern provinces;
where 4 negroes are most required, afford to supply the Rio and St. Paul’s
markets, when they themselVes, decimated by cholera, stand more in need of ‘
those kind of labourers for sugar plantations under a hotter sun than in these
provinces, where cofl'ee and Indian com, &c., requiring infinitely less toil, are
chiefly cultivated. , V . 2 ~

A Brazilian gentleman, to whom I fi-ankly communicated my, suspicions,
told me that he did not think at. present Africans were imported into the
northern provinces, but that the planters there, poorer than those in the southern-
ones. were compelled by necessity and debts to sell their slaves, which were
greedily bought up at Rio de Janeiro and St. Paul’s, Where they fetch at present
enormous prices. He also assured me that later on, if colonists were not
imported into the southern provinces in a sufficient quantity, so as to force the
black population 11p to the north, therewonld be great danger of V the northern
planters, for the sake of hands, embarking in contraband speculations;

One thing, however, is certain: the black population'during the Iastyear
have suffered severely, and the prices paid’ here for' Ladino slavesare enormous ;
those on the coast of Africa are excessively small. The people here have 'no
great liking for Portuguese or Island-men ; they prefer Creole blacks, and, if‘the
truth were knoWn, they would prefer Africans to Creoles. This, I am convinced,
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is the private feeling of most people, particularlythose who are engaged in
agriculture, whatever may be their ideas upon the heinousness of' Slave Trade.

The Emperor, however, is decidedly an enemy to Slave Trade: and if he
directs his great influence in the right quarter, he may keep it down; but to
extinguish it completely, one of the best authorities on such a point, Senhor
Euzebio, formerly Minister of Justice, said that it would take ten years.

l was told this evening that infOrmation had arrived by the “ Paquete de
Loanda,” a vessel carrying on legal trade between Rio and Africa, that two
North American vessels at Ambriz had taken on board slaves, andwere destined
for Havana. The names were promised me, but as yet I have not got them to
transmit to your Lordship.

 

Inclosure in No. 175.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Jemingham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, September 5, 1856. .

IN answer to the note which, on the 27th of February of the present year,
was addressed to ,me by Mr. W. S. Jerningham, &c., in reply to mine of the
22nd of 'the same month, I have the honour to acquaint'him that, having
brought the same to the knowledge of the Minister'of Justice on the let of
March last, his Excellency, in a‘ despatch of the 2nd instant, informed me that,
having issued'positive orders to the Presidents of the Province of Bahia and
ESpirito' saute to - send and investigate, with the most severe scrupulousness,
into the report given to Mr. Jerningham by the English Consul at Bahia, 'of the
disembarkation of 1,400 Africans 'in the River Mucury, it is now known, from
the reports officially rendered by those two Delegates of the Imperial Govern-
ment, by the minute investigations conducted by the authorities of both
provinces, ‘and from what the commander of the war-steamer “Pedro II”
asserts, that said report is groundless, because no disembarkation took place, nor
could any be effected, the place not affording facilities for that purpose.

' .' ‘ ' Iavail, &c. ‘ ' , '
(Signed) , JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANH‘OS.

 

. No. 176.- . . ,

Mr. Jerningham tothe Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received October 11.) '

My‘LQrd,- ‘ ' Rio de Ja-neiro,8eptember13‘,1856.
I BEG to'have thehononr to forward to your Lordship copy- of a

communicatlon which I have forwarded to Senhor Paranhos on Slave Trade
matters. i ' , ' ' 7

‘ ' ” I have, 810.
(Signed) . WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
 

H Inclosure in No. 176.

~Mr. Jerm‘ngham to Senhor Paranhos.

Excellent Sll‘, . ._ , Riade Janeiro, August 30, 1856.,
, IT has been communicated to me that. from the present time up to the

month of December, one or two vessels with: Africans might endeavour to disem-
bark then' cargoes somewhere upon the coasts of St. Paul’s and Parana, between
Ubetuba and. Paranagué; and I consequently, hasten to forward this intelligence
to the Imperial Government, in order that they may be ‘upon their guard against
any such unlawful attempts. . ‘

..It has also been reported that 500 shirts; 500 hats, 500 cotton trowsers
(s_tnped), 500 women’s ,.dresses, and 500 handkerchiefs, have been already
dispatched from hence 1n a small vessel plying between Rio de Janeiro and '
Caraguatubar and St. Sebastiio; from which 'it might be inferred that these
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articles are probably intended for .the use of the new blacks upon their arrival
on the coast of Brazil. . ,

It is further stated, that the knowledge of this alleged premeditated trans-
action has already reached the ears of the Municipal Judge of St. Sebastifio.

Thinking that the information in question might be usefulto the Imperial
Government, I have considered it my duty to impart it to your Excellency in‘
the state that it has been confided to me, hoping that, if it should prove to be
correct, the Imperial Government will be able, by the adoption of efficient and
successful means, to defeat any sinister machinations that may be centemplated
in the above-mentioned localities. "

V I avail, &c. - . ‘
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD‘JERNINGHAM. I

 

No. 177.,

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerm'ngham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice,.October 31, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th ultimo, and I have to
inform you that I approve of the communication on Slave Trade matters made
by you to Senhor Paranhos, of which a copy is therein inclosed. ‘

' ' , I am, 830. ' »
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 178.

The Earl of Otarendon to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

Sir, :. . Foreign Ofice, Novembér,8,-1856. _
WITH reference to my despatch .to Mr. Jerningham of the 6th" June last,

inclosin‘g a copy of a letter which, by my direction, had been addressed to the
Directors of the Recife and 8&0 Francisco, Railway Company respectingthe
reportedrintention of thevcontractorsto employ slavelabour in the construction
of the works of that railway, I now inclose, for .your information, a copy of a.»
further letter upon the’same subject which I have caused to be addressed to the
Directors of the Company in questionfi'“ , , w w ,

, : I am, &c.., A; .
(Signed) , CLARENDON;

 

. No; '179. ~ ,

The Earl of CZarendon to the Hon; P. C". Scarlett.- . 1

(Extract) : , . Foreign Ofice, Navember 9,1856. .

I TRANSMIT herewith a‘copy of a despateh which has been» communis-
cated to me by Senhor Moreira, containingvthe reply of‘S'e’nhor- Paranhos to the
Iobservaticns which, in my despatch of the 28th of April 1ast,"I. instructed
Mr. Jerningham to address to the Brazilian Minister, explaining the grounds of
the remonstrance Which Her Majesty’s Government addressed to that of Brazil,
ln'January'last, with regard to the conduct of the Brazilian authorities in the
platter of-the vesSel which brought a cargo of 'Africahs to the River Serinhae'm,
1n October 1855. V , ' " 7

In my despatch above-mentioned; I observed to Mr. ‘Jerningham that Her
Majesty’s‘Government perceived some evidence of a change in the 'course‘of'
Qpposition to the Slave Trade which had been pursued in BraZ-il fer'three years
previous to October 1855; and. I stated that Her Majesty’s Government‘had
come to this conclusion on observing 'the'want of ’vigour on-‘the‘ part of Vthe
President bf Pernambuco in the 'aflhir o‘f Seri'nhaem. " ‘ ' " ' '

9" Inclosure 1 in No.279.
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The reasons alleged by Senhor Paranhos in defence of the President of
Pernambuco, are as follows: ,

1st. That no one imagined the possibility of an attempt being made to land
slaves at Serinhaem ; ,

2ndly. That so soon as the President received positive information that
some of the slaves had been carried off, he ordered every effort to be made to
recover the stolen Africans, and also to arrest. and to bring to justice the
captain and crew of the vessel, and the other guilty parties.

The remaining portion of Senhor Paranhos’ exculpation of the President
consists solely of statements relating to the conduct of Colonel Vasconcellos
Drummond, Who, it appears, was a landed proprietor in the nelghbourhood of
the Serinhaem, and on learning what was the nature of the cargo Which had
arrived there, resumed the office of Delegate of Police, Which he had held in
1849, and proceeded to rescue and deliver to the Brazilian authorities 162
negroes. Senhor Paranhos says, that although Colonel Drummond seemed at
first to have acted in the business With good faith, yet it appeared afterwards
that 10 of the Africans had been preViouSly stolen from the vessel by Colonel
Drummond’s own son, and the Colonel is accused of having wilfully allowed
the captain of the slaver to escape, and of having resorted to fraud and evasion
for the purpose of screening his son, and of concealing his own suspicious
intrigues in this afiair; and Senhor Paranhos states that for these reasons the
Imperial Government ordered that Colonel Drummond should be dismissed from
his office of Delegate of Police.

I have to instruct you to observe to Senhor Paranhps that it cannot be
maintained that the attempt to land slaves at Serinhaem took the Brazilian
authorities by surprise, because, as early as the 5th of July, 1855, instructions
were publicly issued by the President of the'Province, directing the police
authorities of Serinhaem and Rio Formoso to be vigilant, as the Government
had received information of an intended landing of slaves at or near the mouth
of the River Serinhaem.

You will say that Her Majesty’s Governmentvare at a loss to find in his
Excellency’s despateh to M. Moreira; of the 13th of June, any satisfactory
evidence of vigorous conduct on the part of the President of Pernambuco, but
they find therein ample confirmation of the alleged fact that the President
directed his endeavours principally to the implication of the two Messrs. Drum-
mond in the Serinhaem affair, and that be neglected to use due diligence in order
to arrest Colonel de Ban'os, who was the consignee of the siave-vessel, and as
sueh the chief. delinquent. ,

You will remark that this person has not yet been brought to trial. And
with regard to the observation of Senhor Paranhes that inasmuch as the
47_ negroes who were stelen from the slave-vessel passed into the hands of
persons who were not the parties concerned in the adventure» in question, these
parties derived no advantage from that adventure, and, consequently, that, Her
Majesty’s Government were not borne out in representing that the affair at
Serinhaem would aflbrd encouragement .to the slave-dealers; you will state to
his Excellency that the representation in my despatch to Mr. Jemingham, did
not relate merely to the slave-deaiers concerned in the vessel which came to the
Selinhaem, but that I observed that the want of vigour on the part bf the
President of Pernambuco, and the indifference with which that remissness had.
been viewed by the Imperial Government, indicated a change of policy that must

» serve as an encouragement to siave-traders in general. '
'In the concluding portion of Senhor Pai'anhos’ despatch he instructs

M. Moreira to complain that after Colonel Drummond, the Delegate of Police,
had resigned his office, and after the Government had given orders that he should
be held responsible, Mr. Cowper, Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernamhuco, expressed
to Colonel Drummond, in the name of the British Government, their approval
and acknowledgments of his conduct in the affair of Serinhaem: and Senhor
’Paranhos goes on to state that inasmuch as Mr. Cowper has been' the cause Of
all the misunderstandings which have arisen respecting this afiair, the vohtntary
withdrawal of that officer would be the least that the British Government could
do, in order to neutralise the effect of acts which have so deeply afl'licted the
Brazilian Government, and have excited the resentment of the Brazilian nation.

You will state to Senhor Paranhos, in answer to this suggestion, that the



BRAZIL, . 167

notion of offering the acknowledgments of the British Government to Colonel-
Drummond, originated with Her Majesty’s Government and not With Consul
Cowper; and when it is borne in mind how lamentably the late President of
Pernambuco neglected his duty in not immediately arresting Colonel Barres,
the principal offender in this criminal attempt to import African slaves into
Brazil, and chose rather to direct the action of the laws against theMessrs. Drum—
mond, one of whom' already stands acquitted of the charge brougl‘lt against him,
and the other probably owes his imprisonment merely to a‘sentiment of personal
resentment, it is a perversion of the real facts of the case to call Mr. Cowper
the prime mover and author of the scandal which has attended this affair: that
scandal has been caused not by the representations of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, but by the apparent impunity which has hitherto attended the real.
originators of a criminal attempt to land slaves in BraziL :, ' -

‘You will therefore state that the conduct of Mr. Cowper has merited the
approbation of Her Majesty’s Government, and that the suggestion of" Senhor
Paranhos that he should be removed from his post cannot betentertained. ~ 7

You will acquaint Senhor Paranhos that Her Majesty’s Government are
' concerned to think that the animosity displayedagainst Mr. Cowper, [who has
done his duty in a manner that must be approved. by all persons. who sincerely
desire to check the revival of the Slave'lirade in Brazil, is a. corroboration of'
the opinion expressed by Her Majesty’s Government that the courSegpursued by
the Brazilian Government in the Serinhaem afl’air would serve as an encourage-
ment to slave-dealers ; and you Will request that the Imperial exequatur recog-
nising Mr. Cowper’s neW Commission may be forthwith issued. ‘ ' i -

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 179. '

Senhor Moreim to the Earl of Clarehdon.

My Lord, ’ " ,9: Cavendish Square, ce 4 Amit, 1856. _
V J’AI l’honneur de transmettre a votre Excellence une copie d_e Vla dépéche

de M. 16 Ministre des Afi’aires Etrangeres .du Brésil, da‘tée du 13 Juin del'nier,
dont j’ai eu déje l’opportunité. de vous donner connaissance dens notre
entretien du ] courant. ' . '

V ,Je saisis, 85c.
(Signé) C. MOREIRA.

 

inclesm‘e 2 in N0. 179.

V Smhor P(tmnhos ,to Sénkor Mofeim. 1

(Translation) ' ' Rio de Janeiro, Jame 13, 1856. ,
MR.VJERN1NGHAM, 0n the 5th instant, communicated to- me a despatch

from Lord Clarendon, dated the 28th April last, and'afterwards sent me the
inc'losed extract, accompanied by a private letter. « ~ ' ,

Although that despatch appears to have been written with' the intention of
softening the disagreeable impression which the Imperial, GoVemment must
receive from the proceeding of the British Government, manifested in the
threat held out to us of executing the Bill of 1845, nevertheless it is afl'ected by
the same e1'1*ors,;and by the false or incorrect information which gave rise to
that unjustifiable menace. '

After so many explanations given relative to the occurrences which took
place at Serinhaem,'after so many endeavours made to apprehend and liberate
the few slaves taken away from the vessel Which brought them, and to prosecute
and punish, the persons guilty of taking them away, it is still asserted in that
despatch—lst, that some evidence was perceived of a change in the courseof
opposition to the Slave Trade Which had: been pursued in Brazil for three years
previous to October 1855 ; and 2ndly, that there was a want of vigohr on the
part of. the. President of Pernambuco, and that theindifl'erence With which that
conduct of its agent had been viewed by the Imperial Government indicated a
change of policy which must serve as an‘ encouragement to slave-traders.

Your Excellency, then, making use of the information with which I have
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furnished you relative to the affair of Serinhaem, will endeavour to remove the
false prepossessions which gave rise to the despatch of' Lord Clarendon.

With this object, your Excellency will ask for a particular interview, and
after having proved that the Imperial Government follows, and has constantly
followed, in respect to the Traffic, the same policy which was begun in 1850,
will observe that the repeated steps ordered to be taken by .the Imperial Govern-
ment for the complete ascertainment and punishment of the act done at
Serinhaem, show that the accusation of indifference made by the British Govern-
ment is gratuitously offensive, and merely proves the ill—will which seems t
actuate it towards the Brazilian Government. ‘

You will also observe that there is an error in the assertion 'that the
attempt at Serinhaem must serve as an encouragement to the slave—traders.

The fact of the abduction of the 47 Africans out of those who formed the
lading of the vessel which arrived at that point of the Empire is certainly to be
lamented. But it is not less. certain that the traders made no profit or
advantage out of this attempt. Those 47 Africans; were stolen by persons who
appear to have been strangers to the speculation, and they did not do so with
impunity, for they were pursued and prosecuted, and 21 of these unfortunate
men have already been rescued from their custody.

And, therefore, the encouragement is absolutely imaginary, which . it is
thought might be given to the slave-traders, by the simple flight of the captain
and crew, effected with the total loss of the cargo.

Finally, your Excellency will observe that the Imperial Government is of
opinion that the accusation of want of energy made to the President of the
Province of Pernambuco in regard to the landing at Serinhaem, is not deserved.

The first information given to the President of the attempt at Serinhaem,
was communicated by the Delegate Gaspar de Menezes Vasconcellos Drummoud.

No one imagined the possibility of such an attempt, and as a proof of it
there is the fact that the British Consul in Pernambuco had dispatched from the
waters of this province one of the ships of the British navy which had been a
short time before in the harbour of Recife.

The first information given to the President by the said delegate did not
state that a single one had been carried away of the Africans belOngin‘g to the
cargo of the vessel be had ordered to be seized. And the number of Africans
found on board, with the smallness of the vessel, did not afford any presumption
of the diminution that had been effected.

So soon as the President received information which showed the abduction
ofpart of the cargo, of his own accord, and afterwards in pursuance of the com-
mands of the Imperial Government, he ordered every effort to be made. as well
to apprehend the Africans taken away, as to arrest the captain and crew of the
vessel, and to punish all the guilty parties.

The goodwill exhibited by the Delegate in assuming his office, as he said, to
effect the arrest, turned away from him all suspicion of want of truth in his
information. " ' ‘ ‘ ’ ' '

Thesubsequent fact of its being ascertained that the first carrying off of
10 Africans had been effected hy-the own son of the Delegate, explained his
silence in regard to it, the negligence which he exhibited in the emergency, and
his failure to co-operate With the Chief of Police, when that magistrate; by the
cOmmand of the Government, went to the place to proceed against the guilty
parties. ,~ 1 ' a '- i - ~ : v v

‘ v It was thei} remarked that the Delegate had omitted taking thevcontraban’dist
captain, who had gone'to‘his very'house, andVWho fell at his feet when-he
knew that he was in oflice. , - , : ~ - 7'

V ' It was remarked that the Delegate did not go immediately on board the
slaver with his own servants (Whom he had=in abundance),»or-' with5 the national
guards, of the place, who might have been called; .but that inorderxto make the
arrest,- he sent to demand forcerfi'om the troop 'of the line; when the latteriwa's at
a great distance from the port. of ’Serinhaem; «leaving the 'ship‘ to itselfinf the
meantime, and thus facilitating the flight of the captain'and crew, as well as the
abductionofpart ofthe Africans} = " "' ' , ' r ’ .: . - ,

This abduction would have been greater if the Commandant'of the force» of
the first linehad not used extraordinary efforts to get to the place of arrestirv ~

The Delegate admitted the diligence of the Commandant, andiin writingto
the President of the Province, he expressed. his approbation on this -acCount,
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saying he was surprised at his having made the journey so rapidly. But when
he saw that the Commandant had begun to suspect the abduction of some of the
Africans, and was endeavouring to discover the guilty authors, he did not hesitate
to write to the President, asking for the removal of the Commandant. f , ‘ _

It was from all these motives and' suspicions that the Imperial Gavernment
ordered Senhor Drummtmd to bedeprived of his oflice of'Delegate of Police;

The ex-Delegate', his son, and perhaps other guilty persons, angry With the
President in consequence of the steps taken' against them, endeavoured to
annoy him, sometimes abusing him in the opposition papers, and making unjust
insinuations' against him, sometimes plotting against him, and accusing him to
the English Consul, Who seemed desirous of finding . accusations against him in
order to excuse, his own proceedings. - » ' , ‘ , . -- ., t ' A

This is the best opportunity for your Excellency to speak to Lord Clarendon
of-‘the following fact, which is a matter of astonishment to the Imperial Govern-

It is known that the British Consul in Pernambuco, after the demissiOn
of the Delegate, and subsequentlyto the order sentfiom the Imperial Govern—
ment to put him on his trial, communicated to him the approbation and thanks
of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government for his proceedings in the affair of
Serinhaem. . , l . . A . .r .y .

' Your Excellency will observe to Lord Clarendon that this fact,'if it be true,
as it is believed, is more likely, to encourage slave-traders than the indifference,
which is not proved, iinputed by the British Government to_ that of Brazil;

‘ The Imperial Government Considers . that'ithiSact,’ by which the British
Governmeht conStituted itself judge between the Government of Brazil and ‘its
subordinates, interposing in a processewaiting the decision of the magistrates’ef
the country, besides being an encroachment on the independence‘of Brazil'litends
to diminish the moralforce of the Imperial Government in repressing theSI'ave
Trade. , ‘ ‘ . ‘ '

' Her Britannic [Majesty’s ‘ Governmentmustlbe’flWare‘ ' of‘ the _' Character
and tendency of the step taken by it, for which the Imperial Government has
a right to demand, 'ahdodoes'demand, a just and frank reparation. The volun-
tary withdrawal of the Bi'itish Consul in Pernambuco, ’the ea’use'of ‘all these
misunderStandings, and .who has other paSt circumstances against him, would be
the least that the British Government ceuld do to fieutraliz‘e‘the effects of the
acts which so deeply afflict the Imperial Government, andexcite the resentment
ofthenation.’ V 7 :5. " '1

Your Excellency will have also an: opportunity 'in. this conference to
remark (to Lord Clarendon, that the proceeding 10f the. Britisthovezf-nment is so
much the more .unjust inasmuch as ,it has not taken efficacious .measures to
restrain thefitting out of vessels by the slaveptraders ,in the ports of theUIiited
States. . , . , 3 f . " ' , '

After the Conference your Ekcéllency may oflfer, a copybr extract‘of the
present despatch to Lord Clarendon, and’you will duly edvisethis Minis‘tryio‘f
everything.‘ .i. .i . t: . v . I 7.‘ 1. hf

, ., Irepeat,&c. 1,3 g H. 4, ‘ ' _
, (Signed) JOSE MARIA‘D'A SILVA PARANHOSX

 

. _ Inclosufe 3: in No; .179. ‘ e

2‘ :The Edd of. Clareniloh ,to M7. Jefninghaml I '

(Extract) ,, Foreign Ofice, April 28, 1856. "
THAT nothing can be further from the intention of Her Majesty’s Govern-

meht than to be either harsh 01' unjust. They have, on the contrary, taken
every occasion, both in Parliament and in” oflicial despatches',‘ to‘ render justice
to the honourable and humane conduct of the Brazilian Government, and it was
thereforewith sincere regret that they perceived some evidence of a change in
the course of'oppsition to the Slave Trade which has been "pursued in Brazil' for
nearly three years previous [to October 1855, and that unmistakeable symptoms
of the revival of slave;trading‘had become apparent. ’ '

‘ The .want' of vigour on‘ the part ‘of the Presidentof Pernambuc‘o,fiin' the
afi'aircof'thels31aves landed at Serinhaem in October last, and the indifi'erence with

Lass . ‘
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which that conduct has been viewed by the Imperial G0vernment, indicate a
change of pelicy that must serve as an encouragement to slave—traders; and it
was upon this ground that Her Majesty’s Government desired to address a timely
warning to the Imperial Government. V

However grateful Her Majesty’s Government may feel to the Brazilian
Government for its successful endeavours to extinguish the Slave Trade, however
anxious they may be to cultivate the most friendly relations with Brazil, they
have yet a duty paramount to all others to perform ; and they are determined to
spare no exertion, and to use all the means at their command,to prevent the
revival of this inhuman Traffic.»

Her Majesty’s Government will with pain and reluctance resort to measures
which they know must be repugnant to Brazil; and theyearnestly hope that they
may be relieved from the necessity of adopting such a course by the proceedings
of the Imperial Government, which possesses now the same power that it has so
well exercised for the last few years, to suppress the Slave Trade, and to punish
those Who engage in it. ‘

 

. No. 180. . .

The Hon. P. ‘0. Scarlett to the Earl Of Clarendon.—-—(Received November 12.)

My Lord, I ' Rio de Janeiro, September 24, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that after the arrival at
Riode Janeiro of the “ Paquete de Loanda ” from Angola, I received informa-
tion that on the 4th of August last, two United States’ vessels, one a pilot-boat
the other a schooner, took on board 'cargoes of slaves, the first 390,‘ the second
300 to 380. , V ‘ ‘

” These cargoes are reported to be the property of Joao Pedro da Costa
Coimbra, and Francisco Riverosa, slave-traders, who were sent out of Brazil by
the ImperiallGovernment. They are supposed to have sailed for Cuba.

There is no. slave movement at Angola, but at Benguella, under pretext of
instructing them, there are, in different depots, 2,000 slaves, chiefly‘female.

.I am informed that Guilherme, the person who shipped the Africans on
board the “ Mary E. Smith,” and was part owner of, that vessel, is building a
pilot-boat at Boma, in the River Congo, Where he has a quantity of merchan-
dize, and 1,500 slaves in the barracoons. , ‘ '

> Also at a small village near Cabinda, 500 slaves are being taught to row in
the boats employed in the Slave Trade.

Numerous SlaVe Trade Agents are said to be at Loango, who trade with the
. American ships. and' the Island of St. Thomé, having their slaves in depots.
Among these agents, I understand, many are old Brazilian slave-dealers.

There is no expectation of any attempt to land slaves in this province,
which has lately been supplied with cargoes of Ladino and Creole blacks from
the northern pOrts; on account of the high price given here for slave labour.
The consequence is, that the want of hands on the sugar and cotton estates in
the northern provinces is greater than ever, and this fact will probany lead to
further slave-dealing speculations from Africa, unless great vigilance is used by
the Brazilian Government to prevent the Traflic. V

I am informed by the agent of a London house, that Brazilian sugar and
coffee in this market is higher at this moment than in London, and that at the
present'priees he would, if he exported his coffee to the London market, lose at
least ‘10 per cent.‘ This is, no doubt, the result of the scarcity of hands affecting
the; price of labour.

 

I have, &c. .
(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

. , No.‘ 181.

The Him. P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.)

My Lord, ' . Rio de-Janeiro, October 13, 1856,
WITH'reference to your Lordship’s despatch to Mr. Jerningham dated

August 19, instructing him to bring under the consideration of the Brazilian
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Government the transfer of Creole slaves from the. northern to the southern
provinces, with the view of inducing the legislature of this country to put a. stop
to this domestic traffic, I took the opportunity to-day of speaking to Senhor
Paranhos on this subject. ‘

' Upon my stating the fear entertained by your Lordship, that when slaves
were thus imported in any quantity and sold at Rio de Janeiro, the diminution .
of So many hands from whence they come, might hold out a temptation to
renew the African traffic, as a substitution'tor those taken away, his Excellency
assured me in the most emphatic manner that there was no cause whatever
for such a supposition, and he then gave me the follbwing explanation. ‘

He said that the high price of labour and want of hands on the sugar and
coffee estates in the southern provinces had Occurred precisely at a time when
the agricultural affairs of the northern districts had failed to offer the usual
advantages to the slave-holders. The northern sugar-planters, said his Excel-
lency, have found themselves lately in embarrassment from being unable to
compete with the other sugar—growing countries : many of them were forced in
consequence to limit their operations, and were too glad to sell their slaves at
high prices to the more flourishing planters of the south. * " ' ' ’

Senhor Paranhos gave as one reason for the production of sugar being
unprofitable in the northern provinces, the discredit in foreign markets Which a
system of adulteration practised in the warehouses had for some time past
brought upon the Brazilian Sligar‘. ' This, he Said, had brought into bad
repute the sugar exported to Hamburgh and other European ports from the
northern ports of Brazil. ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ,

His Excellency then observed that every attention had been paid that
humanity 'could dictate in providing for the ‘wants of the slaves So deported,
and that he considered public opinion so~strongly pronouneed all" over Brazil
against the African SlaVe Trade that no attempt wOuld ever ‘be "made“ again, to.
renew it. 7 » ~ “ ‘ f ' ‘f

Time only will show Whether these sanguine expectations will be realized.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

' No. 182.

The Hon. P. C.‘ Scariett to the'Earl 0f Clarhndoné—(Redived November 12.)

My Lord, ' " ‘ ‘ V ' i ’ / Rio de Janeiro, October 13,1856;

PREVIOUS to the arrival of your Lerdship’s despatch to Mr. Jerningham \
dated the 18th August, instructing him to demand thefl'eedom of those'sl‘ayes
who were emancipated by the Mixed Commission at Rio de Janeiro, I had already
addressed to Senhor Paranhos a note on this subject. , ' y

jTo'this' note I have reeeiVed, as yet; no Written reply, but ‘Senhor Paranhos‘
adverted to it to—day in conversation with me“. ‘ I , . ' H -

His Excellency admitted the fact of the retention of these blacks in slaVEry,
and he promised to give a written reply to my note before the November packet
sails, which; owing to a press of business, he had been unable to do in time for
this packet.‘ ‘ 1’ " " M " ‘ V" Y

He then said that, as there was a settled determination to abolish slavery
in Brazil,_I ought not 'to doubt the sincerity of the Government; and that,
although it was not expedient or 'safe to do so too Suddenly, I might rely upon
this determination being carried out; It was‘impossible, he said, With safety, to
emancipate many at once, both on their Own aecount and for apolitical reasons,
as it would cause too great a sensation among creole slaves; but, as a prOof of
their goodvfaith, he adverted to the conduct of the society called “' Ypiranga,” of
Which his Excellency is a member, and which is protected by the Emperor. ‘ i

This society, formed in memory of the independence of Brazil, is in the
habit of releasing annually'a certain number of slaves, making use of its funds
for presenting them with their freedom; and on the 7th of September last, at an
anniversary meeting, some slaves were publicly and Solemnly' liberated in the
church of the Carma, in the presence of the Emperor and Empress, after the
Te Deum. ' ' ' I have, 850.

(Signed) ~ P.I CAMPBELL SCARLETT.
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No. 183.

The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received November 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, October'vl4, 1856. ‘
'IN accordance with your Lordship’s instructions to Mr. Jerningham in your

despatch of the 8th September, I have ofi'ered to Senhor Paranhos, for the use
Of the Brazilian Government, a copy of the Coast-Guard Regulations received
by the packet “Avon,” which, I informed his Excellency, might perhaps he of
service, if this Government intended to establish an institution of this sort against
contraband trade, and particularly With a view to prevent the landing of slaves,

His Excellency gladly accepted this offer, with many thanks to Her Majesty’s
Government. ' '

‘ I have, &c. ‘
. (Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.‘

 

‘ V . _No. 184. . ‘ ‘

V The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to the Eafl'of Clarendon.—-(Receieed November 12.)

My LOrd, ' ‘ Rio de Janeiro, October 14, 1856.

_ , I AM informed that one of the places where slave-vessels take in their
water andinecessary stores for, carrying on the Traffic is in the Canary Islands,
where they are furnishedvby a. Portuguese named‘Lima. ‘ .

_ It may, therefore, be advisable to communicate this information» to Her
Majesty’s cruizers. ‘

‘ ' _ Ihave,&c.. - , .. ,
(Signed). P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.
 

No. 185.

The Earl .of Clarendon to the Hon. 1’. 0. Scarlett.

Sir, ‘ _ . Foreign Oflt‘ee, November 25,1856. >.
_ I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Cowper, &c.)“

reSpeeting the Slave Trade which is Carried on coastwise between the northern
and southern parts of Brazil, and with reference to the conversation ,on this
subject which you had with the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, as reported
in your; ,despatch of the 13th ultimo, I have to instruct you to appeal to the
humanity of the Brazilian Government to take measures for ,mitigating the
horrors of the internal Slave Trade, if it cannot at once be abolished.

V ,Her Majesty’s Government wish particularly to, draw the attention of the
Brazilian Government to that part of Mr. Cowper’s despatch which is underlined
iJIL‘I tlfxg copy inclosed to you, and which strongly setsvforth the inhumanity of this

ra. c. . , , .
_ You will inform the Brazilian Minister for. Foreign Affairs that in the British

Act of Parliament which, was passed in 1833 for the emancipation of slaves in
the British Colonies, provision was made» that if, during the period of one year
which was to intervene before. that measure was fully carried into efi'ect, the
services of the apprenticed labourers should be transferred to other places within
the Colony, such transfer was not to have the effect of separating those labourers
from their wives or husbands, parents‘or children, or from anyperson orvpersons
reputed to bear any such, relation to themt . h ,

. And you will suggest to his Excellency that the adoption in Brazil of some
humane regulations of this nature would redound greatly to the credit of the
Brazilian Government. ; _ i

I am, &e.
i , ‘ (Signed) CLARENDON. -

4* No. 274.
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No. 186.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

Sir, Foreign Ofi'ce, November 25, 1856.
IN e despatch which I received by the fast mail from Mr. Cowper, &c., he

informs me that Colonel Drummond,‘ his son Dr, Antonio‘DruInmond, and
Menoel Fidelis, the captors of the Serinhaem slaver, are still in prison; that
Colonel Jofio Manuel de Barros, the consignee of that vessel, is still at large;
and that the 29 Africans stolen from the slave-vessel whilst she wasat anchor
in the Serinhaem river are still in captivity, from which there Would appear 'to
be little chance now of their being redeemed. .

Mr. Cowper further reports that the only-step lately taken by the Brazilian
authorities in this case, is one in the wrong direction, namely, the committal for
trial of Colonel Drummond by the Chief. of Police, in the face of the' most
convincing evidence of his innocence, inasmuch as all the evidence produced was
not only not criminatory of Colonel Drummond, but in the highest degree
fayourable to him; and Mr. Cowper adds that’at the date of his "despatch
Dr, Drummond and Manoel Fidelis had been upwards of eleven months .in
prison, and Colonel Drummond himself upwards of four months. '
' On the other hand, the President of the Province and the Chief of
Police, the two officers whose duty it was' to have pro‘vided 'for the capture‘Of'
the slave-vessel immediately on her'arrival in Brazilian waters,’ and to have
arrested the parties implicated in this nefarious attempt to introduce slaves'int‘o
Brazil, not only remain unpunished, but one of them is rewarded by promotion.

I have to instruct you to bring the facts above recited to the notice of' the
Brazilian Government as a cdmplete verification of ‘the view taken by' Her
Majesty’s Government of this case, that the course pursued by the‘Brazilian
authoritiesin punishing: the persons who are innocent, and‘ leaving unpunished
those who are guilt , must operate as a ‘ direct encouragement to slave?-
traders. , , ' "' fl " ‘

' ‘ "Iam,&'c.V
(Signed) _' CLARENDON."

 

No. 187.

The Earl ef Olarendonlto‘ the Hen. P. 0. Scarlett. '

- V ‘ ForeignIQflice,‘Noeember 26, 1856.
WITH reference to 'my' despatch of the 8th instant, I inclose for your

information copies of a further =correspondence* which has passed between
this Department and theDirectors of the Recife VapdESfio Franclseq Rallway
Company, respecting the reportedemployment of Slaye labour in the censtreetlon
of the works of that railway. . _. . ' ' ‘ ' ‘

Sir,

I'am,’ 81¢? ‘ “
(Signed) , I n : CLARENDON. ‘,
 

No. 188-: , . , .
e . The Earl of C'ldrendon to the Han. P. 0. Scarlett l , ,

Sir: ~ ' . , , , , ‘ ' «- ; Foreign Ofi‘ce, Decemberfi, 185.6.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, two copies of a corresponda

ence'relating'to the Serinhaem Slave Trade afl'air, Which'has been presented to
the Heuse of Lords ’by command of Her Majesty, in pursuance of their Address
dated thelet ofJulylast. , ~ 1 _ ,, ,» , t ' I ~ ‘ ,-

(Signed) . ‘ CLARENDON.

* Inclesures 2 and 3 in NO; §79. ' I I
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No. . 18 .

The Earl ofClarendon to the Hon. P. c. Searlett.

Sir, ‘ > Foreign Ofice, December 8, 1856.

WITH reference to mydespatches of 'the 8th and 26th ultimo, I‘ inclose
for your information ecpies of: a further correspondence* which has passed
between this Department and the Directors of the Recife and 8210 Francisdo

Railway Company, respecting the reported employment of slave-labour on the
Works of that railway. ‘ ‘

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 190.

The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received December 9.)

My Lord, ” ‘ “Rio de Janeiro, October 26, 1856.
‘ INFORMATION has" been received at this Legation of an intended attempt

to land slaves in December next from the coast of Africa, at Sergipe in Brazil,
and’ at certain other places indicated to the north pf Bahia, where preparations,
I am assured, have been made for their reception, _ . ,

II embodied the information Which had been thus given to me in a note to
Senhor Paranhos and in a despatch to Admiral Johnstone, copies of which I
incldse; and I herewith transmit also copies of the replies I have received to my
cbmmunications, by which your Lordship will perceive that measures-will be
taken both by the Brazilian Government and the Commander—in-chief of Her
Majesty’s Squadron ,to watch those suspected places, and prevent, if possible, the
continuation of the Slave Trade. V ‘

Your Lordship will, observe that Senhor Paranhos takes occasion, in his
note, to, deny the truth of apitpjeeted attempt to land slaves at Turyassu,
mentioned by Mr. Jerningham in his despatch of August 12.

" ‘ I have, &cr ’
(Signed) . P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

 

Inclbsure 1 in No. 190.

The‘Hofi. Pt 0. Scarlett to Smhor Paranhos.1-

M. 16 Ministre,‘ ‘ ~ Rio de Janeiro, October 21, 18.56.

I HAVE reason to think, from information which has been given to Her
Majesty‘s IagatiOn, that a disembarkation of slaves from the coast of Africa has
been efl'ected at Assn or its neighbourhood, in the Province of Bahia.

It is also reported that in December next one or more slave-vessels will
attempt a landing on the coast of Brazil in the Province of St. Paul’s, as full
preparations for their reception are made, particularly at the small islands of
Trigo and Das Mogas, which, as well as the mouths of the Rivers Una, Bertioga,
and San Francisco, should be vigilantlvaatched.

Large canoes are ready at the above-mentioned islands, from whence slaves
can be passed over to the main, and landed in small creeks, during the night,
thirty or forty at a time. '

_ No population exists there; and they could be easily marched through the
woods into the interior without being seen.

A sailor who arrived at Santos the other day from Oporto reports that a
Portuguese schooner had sailed from the last-mentioned port on or about the
24th of August for the coast of Africa. _

This vessel was to touch at the Canary Islands, and is destined to return
with Slaves to Brazil. '

3' Inoiosures 4, 5, and 6 in No, 279.
1- A similar despatch, mutatis mulamh's, was addressed to Rear-Admiral Johnstone.
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She carries a signal at her foretop, red and White, and is sixty-five days out

at this date : name unknown. .
The same sailor states that the authorities at Oporto had taken away the

rudder and sails of another small’vessel, for the same purpose and bound to the
same places as the first—mentioned schooner.

The destination of these vessels is supposed to be the Ilha do T‘I‘i’go, near
Santos, or Caravellas, a little to the north of the Abrolhos'. '

It is my duty to inform yOur Excellency 0f the reports above mentioned,
which have been made to me in order that the Government of His Imperial
Majesty may take What measures they may deem necessary for preventing these
attempts to renew the Traffic in Slaves. ' .

. . I avail, &c. . , , -
(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.
 

Inclosure 2 in No. 190.

Rear-Admz'ral Jahnstone to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

Sir, “ Indqfatt'gable,” Rio de Janeiro, October 22, 1856
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter

of yesterday’s date, respecting the report that a disembarkment .of slaves from
the coast of Africa has been effected at Assu or its neighbourhood, in the
Province of Bahia; and likewise informing me that it is also reported that in
December next one 01' more slave-vessels will attempt a landing on the coast of
Brazil, in the Province of St. Paul’s. . '

In reply I beg to assure your Excellency that every means at my command
will be used to frustrate any such attempts, and I have this forenoon ‘sent the
“Syren” to the Islands of Porcos and St._Sebastian, to try and obtain further
information as to the report relative to the probability of a landing at the
Province of St. Paul’s; and 'I shall disPatch .the “ Spy” .to Bahia. on the 24th
instant to communicate with Her Majesty’s Consul at that port, with orders to
her Commander to touch on his return at different places on the coast between
Bahia and this port, according to the information he may obtain with respect to
the reported landing in that province. ~ V

1 have, 8m. ,
(Signed) W. J. H. JOHNSTONE.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 190.

Senhar Paranhos to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett."

(Translation.) I Rio de Janeiro, October ‘22, 1856'.
I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note dated yesterday, which

Mr. Peter Campbell Scarlett, &e., addressed to me. ' '
In this note eri. Scarlett informs me that :he has received information

which induces him to believe that a disembarkation of slaves ‘from the coast of ‘
Africa will be effected at Assu, or in its neighbourhood, in the Province of
Bahia, and makes mention of a rumour that in December next one ,or more
slavers will attempt to do the same on the coast of the- Province of St. Paul’s.

, He adds that great prepaiations were being made ‘for the reception of slaves.
at different points on the southern coast, and prineipalily in the small islands of
Trigo and Das Moeas, which it would be expedient to keep a watch'oirer, as
likewise over the mouths of the Rivers Una, Bertioga, and San Francisco:

That there are large canoes in those islands: which can ‘convey from thence
as many as thirty or forty slaves to small ports at a time, and easily send them
inland without being perceived : I _

That a sailor recently arrived at Sémtos from Oporto, states that a Portu-
guese schooner had sailed from thence on the 26th, of August, or thereabouts,
for the coast of Africa,.was to touch at the Canary Islands, and that her destinaa

' tion was that of Brazil, with slaves : . ’
That the said schooner carries, as a signal, [a red and white flag at the head

of hermain-mast, and is now fifty-five days out on her voyage, but that her .
name is not known: 1
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That the destination of this and other vessels is supposed to be the Island
of Trigo, near Santos, or Caravellas, a little to the north of the Abrolhos.

In answer I have the honour to state to Mr. Scarlett that I hastened to
bring his note to the knowledge of the Minister of Justice, requesting his Excel—
lency to take into consideration the communications of which it treats, and to
inform me of the result of his investigations.

Meanwhile, I must avail myself of this occasion to observe to Mr. Scarlett,
that Mr. Jerningham having on the 21st of June of the present year made an
identical communication of the disembarkation of 180 slaves in Guaratuba, and
of preparations being made in the Ilha das Moeas, near Ilha Grande, for the
same purpose ; and in a letter of the 27th of July; of an attempted disembarka-
tion at Turyassu, the Imperial Government immediately ordered the most
minute investigations to be instituted, and from the result of these it was ascer-
tained that the information given to Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation was
entirely groundless. '

With reference, therefore, to the information which Mr. Scarlett was
pleased to bring to my knowledge, I call his attention to the letter which on
the 26th of August I addressed to Mr. Jerningham in reply to the above-
mentioned communication. , '

I avail, &c. .

 

(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

No. 191.

The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received December 9.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, November 11, 1856.
I HAVE received information that a. landing of slaves from Africa. is

contemplated this month on the coast of Brazil north of Rio de Janeiro, between
the Juparatuba river and Alagoas.

I have therefore communicated to Senhor Paranhos in a note, the copy of
which ‘I inclose, the particulars Which have came to my knowledge on this
subject; and I have also addressed to Rear-Admiral Hope Johnstone a similar
note.

Your Lordship will observe also that I have requested Senhor Paranhos to
take measures for arresting a notorious slave-trader named Pareto, banished
from this country on account of having been unlawfully engaged in that Traflic,
but Who, I am informed, seeks a pretext for returning here again ; his real
object being to assist in the slave transaction above alluded to in my communi-
cation to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs”

V ‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

 

Inclosure in No. 191;

The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to Senhor Paranhas.

M. le Ministre, ' Rio de’Ja’he'iro, November 11, 1856.

FROM information lately received from Africa it seems probable that a
person named Cavalcanti Bandeira, a. native of the Province of Alagoas, may
soon attempt to land Africans .in Brazil. 1 ' I '

His vessel, which is capable of carrying 300 blacks, may be eXpected off
the coast of Brazil after the 20th of the present month, and till the end of the
next.

'The landing Will probably take place near the mouth 'of't'he Juparatuba
giver, twenty miles to the south of the River St. Francisco, in the Province of

.erglpe- . ,
Another person, named Botelho, is engaged in this affair as the partner of

CaValcanti. ' ' i I 7
In a shorttime I hope to be able to forWard to your Excellency further

particulars reSPecting the rig and appearance of this vessel, and the exact date
of her departure from Africa.



BRAZIL. m

I have the honour also to inform your Excellency that an Italian named
Pareto, who was banished from Brazil on account of his participation in Slave
Trade ventures, and who has been residing; since his expulsion, in Africa, is
makingpreparations to return to Brazil. ~His desire to return at this moment
is most suspicious, and leaves no doubt in my mind that he is connected with the
speculations of Cavalcanti and Botelho. I cannot doubt that your Excellency
will take immediate steps for his arrest or expulsion should he appear in
Brazil. » ‘ .

I avail,'&c. ‘ , _
(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

 

. ,NO- ”192» t . - .
The Earl of Clarendon to the Hon. P. 0'. Scarlett,

Foreign Oflice, December 18, 1856. .
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from

Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon,* inclosing a copy of a 'note addressed by-him
to the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, conveying to his, Excellency the
thanks of Her Majesty’s; Government for some information which he had
obligingly communicated to Mr. Howard relative to- certain Slave Trade proceed:

Sir,

ings in the Portuguese possessions onthe west coast of Africa.
'You» will perceive also from Mr. Howard’s note, that, in addressing the

Marquis de Loulé, he availed himself of the opportunity to support an application
made by his Brazilian colleague to the Portuguese Government for the punish-
ment of the individuals residing in the Portuguese possessions on the west coast
of Africa, whose guilt has been proved by the late judicial proceedings at Bahia
in the case of the captured American slaver “Mary E. Smith,” and I have to
acquaint you that I have approved Mr. Heward’s communication to the Portu-
guese Minister. . ' ' '

I am, 8w. ,
(Signed) , » CLARENDON.

 

No. 193.

The Eafl of Clarendon to the ,Hon. P; C'. 'Schflett.

. Foreign ‘Ofice, December 19,1856.
WITH reference to your despatch’ of the ' 1 1th of November, I have to

acquaint you that I approve the note you- addressed on that day to theBrazilian
Minister for Foreign Afl'airs-respecting a contemplated landing of slaves on the
coast of' Brazil, between theJuparatuba river and Alagoas, and also respecting the
notorious slave-trader Pareto, who is stated to be about to‘return to Brazil.-

‘Iam,&c. »' \ "
i " (Signed) ' CLARENDON.

Sir,

 

No. 194.

The Earl Qf Clarendon to the Hon. ‘P. 0. Scarlett.

Sir, v ' ' 'Forez'gnOflce, December'IQ, 185,6.
‘ MR. VINES, Her Majesty’s Consul at Para, has transmitted to me a copy

fo the despatch which he addressed to Mr. Jernin'gham on the 17th of October,
explaining the state 'of a base which has been pendingvbefore the Judge of
Orphans at Pare. respecting the children and property of a British subject named
Alexander Dickson, and respecting 3 slaves who belonged to Mr. Dickson’s
deceased wife. , ' 7 ' ~ " ' ‘ ‘ ' ‘

, You will have learnt, from Mr. Vines’ despatch, that ‘he has referred this
caserto aBrazilian advocate, who has stated it to be hisopinio'n that Mr. Dickson

5* N6. 405.
CLASS B. '
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has been unjustly and illegally treated, inasmuch as the Decree issued, on the
4th of June, 1855, by the 1ate_Acting Judge of Orphans at Para, ordering
Mr. Dickson to deliver up to his wife’s father his two; children, and the said
slaves along With them, was contrary to the'law of Brazil.

You will therefore state to the'Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs that
Her Majesty’s Government trust that thezGoveynmentof Brazil will see justice
done to Mr. Dickson in this affair without further delay, and that they will direct
the authorities of Para to restore to that gentleman the guardianship of his
children, and the exercise of such rights with regard to his slaves as may enable
him to carry into effect his intention to secure their mlanumigszsion.

am, 0.
(signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 195.

The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendhn.—‘(Received January 1, 1857.)

My Lord, Rio db Janeiro, November 17, 1856.

WITH reference to ' my despatch dated 11th November, by the packet
“Tamar,” I herewith transmit to your Lordship the reply I have received from
Senhor Paranhos to the note therein inclosed. '

I have, &c.
(Signed) 1?. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

P.S.——I also beg to transmit a copy of an extract of Admiral Johnstone’s
reply to me on the same subject. .

 

P. C. S.

Inclosure l in No. 1.95.

Senhor Paranhos to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett. ,

(Translation) : ' Rio de Janeiro, November 14, 1856.
I HAVE the'honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which Mr. P.

Campbell Scarlett, &c.. addressed to me on the 11th instant, communicating
the information received by him that an individual named Cavalcanti Bandeira,
a native of the Province of Alagoas, intends to effect a disembal‘kation of
Africans, from the 20th of the present month to the end of next December, at
the mouth of the River Juparatuba, twenty miles to the south of the River
S50 Francisco, in the Province of Sergipe or Alagoas, and that another individual
of the name of‘Botelho is'a partner of the said Cavalcanti.

‘ In the same‘note Mr. Scarlett states that an Italian named Pareto, who was
sent out of this Empire for having been concerned in the Slave Trade, and who
since then has been l'eSiding in Africa, is disposed to return to Brazil, which at
the present moment causes much suspicion, and the more so as Mr. Scarlett
does not doubt that this individual is concerned in the speculations of Cavalcanti
and Botelho.

- Mr. Scarlett manifests the hopethat the Imperial GoVernment will take
the necessary measures against that individual, in the case of his appearing in
Brazil. ,

fIn thanking Mr. Scarlett for the communication addressed to me in his said
note, I hasten to state to him, in reply, that I immediately transmitted it to the
Minister of Justipe, Who had been forwarned of the information given to me at
Our interview on the 7th instantLrespecting the delation of an early attempt to
disembark Africans on the coast of the Province of Sergipe and Alagoas, and
had immediately sent orders to the Presidents of those provinces, as well as to
those of Pernambuco and Bahia, in order that they, by every means in their
power, may prevent the perpetration of{that crime;

I renew, 8w. ,

(Signed) . JOSE MARIA DAISILVA PARANHOS.
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' 1ncl'osure‘2 in No. 195.. I

Rear—Admiral Johnstone to the Hon. P. C. Searlett.

(Extract) 1 ' ' November 15, 1856.,

. WITH regard to the reported landing of slaves that may he expected to
take place at the Juparatuba river, I beg to thank you for the informatien; and
to assure you that every‘ means in my power shall be adopted to prevent 1t.

 

. No.196. * . a . i
The Hon. P. C. Scarlett to the Eav'l of Clarendom—(Received January 1, 1857.)

My Lord, ' Rio de Janeiro, November 15, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a corr63ponde'nee

I have had With Mr.1Vines at Para, relating to a law—suit still pendingconcerning
the interests of Mr. Dickson, a case about which Mr. Vines has already been in
communiCation with your Lordship. ' , ' ' ' ' '

. , I have, &c. ' f ' , . ,
(Signed) . . .P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

 

Inclosurel in No. 196. , .

Consul Vines to' 11/17. jemingham. .

(Extract) Pard,’ October 17, 1856. _

i I HAVE had a tedious case in hand respecting the children and preperty of
a British subject, named Alexander Dickson, who has been for sixteen years resi-
dent in this province, who married into a family of position here‘v(that of Colonel
Lourengo Loucidora da Metta), and who lost his wife about two yearsyandar-half
ago, Mr. Dickson had two , children left him by his wife, and these childret
With himself, inherited the property of his deceased wife. " y V y _

The property in question consisted of a landed, estate in this province, ,and
of three slave-children cailed Jacinto, Ildefonqo, and Lazaro; _ , , '

According to Brazilian law, the slaves, forming part of the perSonaIity,
should have been-appogtioued to Mr; Dickson, and thellands to hisehildrenr '

But in compliance With [a petition addressed to the Judge ofaQrphans,‘ fo
thetime being, by Colonel, da Motta, above named, the functionary in question
reversed the regular course of law, and apportioned the slaves to the children,

‘ and the lands to Mr. Dickson, and also removed the children from the, control.
and guardianship 0f,.Mr. Dickson, so as thereby to. secure to Colonel da Motta.
the services of the slaves, together with the custody of his grandchildren;
Accordingly in the month of May 1855, Mr. Dickson appealed tome to protect
him against this resolution of the Judge of Orphansiasarbitrary and illegal. '

v I , however, felt much difl‘iculty in the matter on account of his share of the
property consisting of slaves ; and I explained that I could not interfere except
upon the understanding that the slaves should be manumitted. . Y _

In order to facilitate such a consummation, I agreed to give Mr. Dickson
the sum of » lOOl. as an equivalent for the enfranchisement 0f the slaves, as they
severally should attain the age of twenty-one years, reserving, however, the
condition that this arrangement should be wholly dependent on the determina-
tion of the Earl of Clarendon thereupon. ‘ , . * v

I communicated with his Lordship and received his Lordship’s reply, to the
eff'ect that the arrangement-in question could not with prepriety be carried Out,‘

7 and instructing me to give up possessidn of the slaves;
The slaves, together With Mr, Dickson’s children, were then seized by

Colonel da Motta. , . , 1' , ,
Mr. Dickson now commenced a Vlawésuit to be’ reinstated in the guardiane

ship of' his children, and to be enabled to recover possession of the slaves; and
after various proceedings in that behalf, he came to me and' 'complained that he
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could obtain no justice, offering to secure the manumission of the slaves as they

should’respectively attain the age of twenty-one years, without consideration,

provided that I would interfere.
. I accordingly wrote to the Earl of Clarendon under the date of the 29th of

April last (1856), a despatch explaining to his Lordship that I believed

the freedom of the slaves in question might be secured if Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment would interfere to procure justice for Mr. Dickson, by insisting on the

lands being apportioned to the children, and the slaves to the father, and that

Mr. Dickson should be reinstated as guardian of the said children.

To this despatch I received, in reply from his Lordship, the despatch

under' date of 8th of July last, and from which I inferred that if it could be

clearly shown that justice had been denied to Mr. Dickson, his Lordship would

interfere with a view to seeming the manumission of the slaves Jacinto,

Ildefohgo, and Lazaro, upon their respectively attaining the age of twenty-one

ears.
y Before I received this reply, the proceedings in the Court of Orphans had

terminated by formally depriving Mr. Dickson of the guardianship of’ his chil-

dren, apportioning the slaves. to the latter. ' ‘

Mr. Dickson had also applied to the President of the'Province, General de

Beaurepaire Rohan, to do him justice, and had been assured by his Excellency that

the matter should be properly investigated, and that justice should be done.

During the succeeding two months, also, Mr. Dickson had had two interviews

with the President, the whole case had been fully explained to his Excellency,

and Mr. Dickson had made repeated applications fer a reply, and for copies of

all the documents relating to the matter, but without effect.

About this time, and during an interview With the President of the Province

on other business, I cursorily alluded to Mr. Dickson’s case, telling his Excel-

lency that I did not feel authorized ‘to speak officially en the'subject, but that -

Mr. Dickson had complained to me of vexatious delays, and that I should

feel obliged to his Extellency if he would arrive at some determination oil the

Case. ' To this his Excellency replied, that he had resolved not to' interfere,

because he had heard that Mr. Dickson was an habitual drunkard. Upon my

reporting this reason privately to Mr. Dickson, he obtained a certificate signed

by sixty of the most respectable foreign and native merchants, and by all the

Consuls in the city, affirming that for the last fourteen years he had borne a

most exemplary character, being sober and industrious in his habits; In fact, I

found that the charge of drunkenness made against him was calumnious and

maliciously untrue. ‘ ‘ ‘
At this juncture ‘I received the Earl of Clarendon’s last-mentioned

despatch, and feeling,'that in point of fact, there was primd facie ground for‘
believing that justioe had been denied to Mr. DicksOn, I ' addressed myself

formally to the President, in ‘a despatch hearing date the 8th of September

last, copy of whichI have the honour to inclose, inclosing the above-named

certificate of character, and requesting to be supplied with the copies of the
papers relating to Mr. Dickson’s case. I- then consulted‘Dr. Paes de Souza on

the legality of the proceedings before-mentioned, and as to whether, in his

opinion; justice had been denied to Mr. Dickson. ' '
To this Dr. Paes, after carefully, perusing all the records relating to this

matter‘at the Court of ‘ Orphans, replied that there was, no doubt but that

Mr; Dickson had. been, throughout, unjustly and illegally treated, and moreover

that the Judge of Orphans, Dr. M. Francisco Duarte,-had repudiated all prior

proceedings aswholly informal, and had _promised to reinstate Mr. Dickson in

the guardianship of his children, and to apportion the lands to the said children,
and the slaves to iMr. Dickson, as the law required; adding, that all prior
proceedings had been the acts of former judges of the Court'of Orphans who
had only held the office ad interim, and who were not lawyers. '

' Dr. Fees also assured me that there would be no further difficulty or delay
in this matter, because the above-named Judge of Orphans had incurred very
serious penalties byrnot reversing the illegal decision referred to. ' ’

Believing that this opinion, and these ofi‘icial admissions, brought the case
completely within the condition reserved in- the Earl of Clarendon’s desPatch' as
above mentioned, I at once got Mr. Dickson to execute a deed of enfranchiSe-
ment drawn up . by Dr. Paes, and 7 by virtue of which the slaves in question will
become de facto free as they respectively attain the-age of twenty—one years,
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and in addressing the Earl of Clarendon further on, this subject, in' a despatch
hearing date the 29th ultimo, «I had the honour of forwarding a copy of this
deed to his Lordship. . . ,

Since that time more than a monthvhas elapsed, and notwithstanding the
declaration of the Judge of Orphans above referred to, Mr. Dickson is putofi'
from day to day, on all sorts of frivolous pretexts: first the Judge of Orpheus is
engaged on some other business; then' the Escrivfio is engaged, and so on.

Vexed by having such reports daily brought to me, I addressed myself to
the President, in a despatch hearing date the 10th of the present month, of
which I have the honour to inclosc extract, in Which I requested his Excellency
to bring about some prompt decision, His, Excellency favoured me with a
desPatch in part reply, bearing date the 13th of this month, but in which he did
not allude to Mr. Dickson’s case at all. ‘ ' ,, . ' ‘

I have not thought it necessary to address the Earl of Clarendon further on
the subject, as, being clear from all doubtful points, I save time by submitting
it to you directly. , , t _ . _ , - » . ; , i

I regret, however, that I cannot forward you copies of the documents which
relate to this case, and which are amongst the archives of the Court of Orphans,
as I have vainly applied for them both to the Judge of Orphansand to the
President, and as Dr. Paes has been equally unsuccessful, and declares himself
in despair in the matter. It is somewhat important that Iishould obtain, copies
of all those documents, because‘I am cognisant‘of their proper tenor, and it [is
necessary, for the ends of justice, that I should know whether or not they have
been tampered with. ,_ . . _

_ But if the Imperial Government should send a peremptory order to the local
authOrities .to do full and immediate justice to Mr. Dickson7s above-mentioned
claims, so as to secure Mr, Dickson’s rights of guardianship," and his pessession
of slaves, whereby he may carry out the provisions of his deed of enfranchise-
ment, there will be an end of the matter. '

 

Inclosure 2 inNo.- 196.

Consul Vines to the President of the Probince of Pant, : ‘

Most Excellent Sir, , Pard, September 8, 1‘856.‘
HAVING received by the last mail-steamer a despatch, under dateof the

8th of July, 1856, addressed to me by the Earl of'Clarendon, Her Britannia»
Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Atfairs, upon the subjecttmatter . of
Mr. Alexander Dickson’s complaint that justice hadvbeen denied hmi by the
Jedge of Orphans of this city, the circumstances of which yourrExcellency has
already been made acquainted with, it becomes my duty to Isolic1t, on behalf of
Her Majesty’s 'Government, and .for the express purpose of forwarding to the
Earl of Clarendon, copies of all the documents relating to this case, whichare
lying in the archives of the Court of the Judgeof Orphans at Para, beginning
from April 1854, which I am informed was the month in which the Inventory of
Mr.'Dickson’sproperty was filed in that Court, up' to the presenhdate, Inclutimg
the proceedings which have taken place before Senhor Maximiano Franmsco
Duarte, the Judge of that Court, by virtue. of which Mr. Alexander chkSOll, a
British subject, has been deprived of his children and his. property. I begleave
to call your Excellency’s attention to the inclosed copy of certificates of character
which the above-named Mr; Dickson has maintained during the sixteen years he
has been residing in this city. It is signed by sixty person’s, includnigfthe most
respectable Brazilian merchants, as well as BritiSh, French, V'Umted States,
German, and Pertuguese merchants; and seVeral' Consuls, _be81des my own
Consular certificate of his character; and your'Excell‘ency Will‘see how ee_mpletely
these certificates of eharacter refute the allegation'which your. Excellency inforiiied
me had been made to you,"that Mr. Dickson was an habitual ‘drunkard, which
was the reasOh of your Excellency’s refusing, toyintetfei‘e to have 1118 chlldizen
and preperty restored to him; 'but as Mr. Dickson’s, calise of ccrhplaint,
that justice has been denied him, is so shortly to form a SabJect of. dismissmn
between the GoVemments of Her Britannia Majesty and of HIS Ihipenal Majesty
of Brazil, I feel that I am relieved from the necessity 0f expressmg any opinion
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upon the judicial treatment which Mr. Dickson has receiyed from the autho-

rities Which have adjudicated in this case, or from sohmt‘mg from your Excel-

lency any other favour than that you will instruct the Jutige of Orphans to

furnish me, at his earliest convenience, With complete Copies of all the docu-

ments Which are contained in the archives of this Court, havin'g reference to

Mr. Dickson’s case.
v I have, &0.

(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 196.

Consul Vines to the President of the Province of Pard.

(Extract) . Pant, October 10, 1856.

I NOW proceed to the second case above referred to, namely, that of
Mr. Alexander Dickson, in which also I am obliged to complain that the Judge
of‘Orphans has failed to do his duty.

On the 8th ultimo I addressed a ‘despatch to your Excellency, in obedience
to instructions received from the Earl of Clarendon, Her Majesty’s Secretary of
State for Foreign Afi'airs, in which I requested t0 be supplied with copies of a11
the proceedings relating to Mr. Dickson’s case, in order that Her Majesty’s
Government might be able to examine into Mr. Dickson’s complaint that justice
had been denied him in the Court of Orphans.

I was induced not to press your Excellency for a reply to that despatch,
both because I knew that your Excellency was: overwhelmed with impertant
matters for consideration, and because the Judge of Orphans had voluntarily
aes‘ured me that he would not sustain the illegal acts of his predecessors in
office; that he had, in fact, issued an Order for‘ the delivery to Mr.Dickson of
his children and property, and that this order was in the hads of the “ Escrivfio,”
who was to carry it into execution on the following day.

This happened on the 26th ultimo. Since then the execution of the order
has been delayed from day to day on all kinds of unintelligible and frivolous
pretexts, until at last I am informed that tardy justice is again deferred in defer-
ence to some petition presented by Colonel da Motta, Mr. Dickson’s father-
in-law.

Inasmuch as the Judge of Orphans has admitted that, the acts of his prede-,
cessors in office in this matter are wholly illegal, and has further confirmed this
admission by the order above mentioned, I feel no delicacy in demanding the
execution of the order‘in question at your Ekeellency’s peremptory instance.

fMoreover, I must still urge your Excellency to give such instructions in the
proper quarters that I may receive copies of all the proceedings in reference to
this case, as befOre mentioned ; because, in the event of my being driven to the
unpleasant alternative of “ protesting ”in the matter of the Hesketh Estate, the
documents relating to Mr. Dickson’s case will serve to give Her Majesty’s
.GoVernment an insight into the proceedings of the Court of Orphans.

 

No. 197.

The Hon.‘ P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.—-'—(Received January 13, 1857.)

My Lord, ' 1 Rio de Janeiro, December 4, 1856.
WITH reference to Mr. Jemingham’s despatch dated October 13, 1853,

to Mr. Howard’s, dated 'May 1, 1855, and to subsequent correspondence on
the Subject of the 3 slaves, the property of the late Mr. John Craven,
who Were declared free by the Judge of y a Tribunal of First Instance, but whose
detention as slaves was protracted after an appeal to a superior Court at Rio
deJaneiro, on the plea that, the authorities who became curators of the property
of the deceased had not paid certain Costs and fees, I am noW informed by the
Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afiairs (a copy of whose note to me on this matter
I .incl-o'se) that the Court of Appeal of this city has recently confirmed the

V Sentence Which declared the freedom .of Maria Angola and her children,
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In any other country but in Brazil, that such inexcusable delay should
have been interposed until now to deprive these poor people of their liberty,
would be thought impossible, considering that Mr. Craven granted them thelr
freedom at Marianna, in the Province of Minas Geraes, at the commencementof
the year 1853. ‘

.AsI have no means of ascertaining here Whether the slaves in question
have received the benefit at. last accorded to them by the laws of the country, I
have desired Mr. Morgan, the translator to Her Majesty‘s Legation, to write to
a friend of his at Marianna, to learn Whether they are actually free.

‘ ‘ I ave, 8w. ‘ ‘ ‘
(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.
 

. Incloshre in No. 197.

Smhor Paranhos to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

(Translation.) ' Rio de Janeiro, November 26, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to communicate to Mr. P. Campbell Scarlett, &c.,that the “ Relagfio ” (Court of Appeal) of this city has recently confirmed thesentence Which declared the freedom of . Maria Angola and her children, Whowere slaves of the British subject John Craven.
‘The object of the divers notes of the Legation of Her 'Britannic Majesty,which urged the decision of this affair, being thus Satisfied, I avail, &c; , ‘

(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS,

 

, No. 198.

The Hon. P. C. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 13,- 1857.)

My Lord, ‘ Rio de Janeiro, December 11, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of October 26, relating to a reportedlanding of African slaves in the Province of Bahia, of which I had heard, ‘and‘ ofwhich I, in eonsequence, informed the Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, as well asAdmiral Johnstone, I have the honour now to incloseeopy of a note fromSenhor Paranhos containing an assurance that, after due inquiry, no suchlanding has yet occurred in the Province of Bahia as was reported to me.‘ I have,'v&c.

(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT. '
 

, ' Inclosfire in No. 198. , ‘

Senhht Paranhos to the Hon; P. 0. Scarlett.

(Translation) . : , ‘ Rio de Janeiro, November 26,}856.
” IN conformity with the communication Which I had the honour to addressto Mr. P. Campbell Scarlett, &c., I brought his ‘note of‘ the 2 1st. ofOctober lastto theknowledge of the Minister of Justice, and Which, amongst other, news,treats of a disemhai'kation of Africans which, it was said, had taken place atAssu, or in' its neighbourhood; in the Provinceof Bahia]. ~ ~ - - , ’I am now informed by that Ministry, that a communication has beenreceived from the President of Bahia, containing the assurance that no suchdis‘embarkation has‘been- effected at Assu. \ The said Pi'eSident grounds hisasseveration upon the reports of the local authorities, and of the commander fofthe yacht of war “ Montserrate.” ' ,7 ‘ ,In bringing this information to the knowledge of Mr. Scarlett, I avail, &c.(Signed) JOSE ‘MARIA DA SILVA ,PARANHOS.
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' No. 199.

The Hon. RC. Scarlett to the Earl of ‘Clarendon.-‘-—(ReceivedyJanuary 13, 1857.)

(Extract) . ' . Rio de Jdneiro, December 11, 1856.

I HAVE received a despatch from Mr. Cowper at Pernambuco, informing

me thatthe Court called the “ Relaefio,” which set in judgment'on all‘ those

persons who were accused before it of having a hand in the landing and theft of

African slaves at Serinhaem, has absolved the parties so accused, including those

Who are known to be guilty, and those who are considered by Mr. Cowper as

innocent of the charges Which were made against them;

This iniquitous decision, according to Mr. Cowper, has been arrived at by

an equal division of the votes of the six Judges who tried the case, the parties
being then by law entitled to an acquittal on. account of the doubt.

Against this decision the Promotor Publico, or Attorney-General of

Pernambuco, appealed to the Superior Tribunal of Rio de Janeiro; but I am
informed that Brazilian law does not admit of any appeal under such circum-

stances, and those who were accused stand for ever absolved.

The Minister of Justice, however, Senhor ,Nabuco, in consideration of a

strong opinion he entertains of the injustice of the decision, and of the bad effect

it will have‘ in setting at liberty those who are believed by the Brazilian

Government to be guilty, has determined to dismiss from their offices all the
judges who were engaged in the cause; and as this act is an arbitrary one, he

means to appeal to the Chamber in the ensuing session for a justification of his

own conduct. ‘

 

No. 200.

The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received January 13, 1857.)

My Lord; . ' Rio de Janeirb, December 13, 11856.
I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a correspondence I have had with

Consul Cowper, respecting the departure of , a suspicious vessel from Santos,

called the “ Amalia,” which has since arrived at Pernambuco.
‘ . I have, &c.

(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

 

Inclosure I in No. 200.

The Hon. 'P. 0'. Scarlett to Consul Cowper.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, November 13, 1856.

I HAVE received information that a. Portuguese vessel (name unknown), of

about 380 tons, sailed frOm the port 'of Santos on the 29th ultimo in ballast,

haying cleared out for Pernambuco. ‘ ' '

FrOm the circumstance of this vessel having kept on board thirty-seve‘n

extra water-casks, it is suspected that she is bound on a slaving voyage to the

coast of Africa, and may not in such case call at Pernambuco; but if she should

arrive there, I have to instruct you to watch her movements, and, if you should

collect‘suflicient information to lead you to conclude that the suspicion is well

founded, that you'will‘concert‘measure‘s with the Brazilian authorities ’for the
purpose of frustrating her evil intentions. ‘ ‘ r '

‘ ' I am, &c. ., , ' ‘ '
(Signed) “ , P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT
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Inclosure 2 in No. 200. I. I

Consul Cowper to the’Hon. 13.0. Scarlett.

.. - Pernambuco, November 30, 1856. ..
I HAVE the honour to inform you, in reference to your desPatch of the

13th instant, that the-Portuguese brig' “Amalia,” of 347’tons, arrived here in
ballast from Santos, upon the 20th instant, after a passage of twenty-two days.
She must consequently be the vessel to Which you allude, and I shall not fail to
watch her movements. . . , .

Sir.

' r Ihave,&c. ‘ ., .
(Signed) , H. A. COWPER.

 

No. 201. .

The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to'the Earl of Clarendon.—7(Receizged January 13,1857.)

(Extract) , Rio de Janeiro, December l5,' 1856.
I HAVE the. honour} to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 9th ultimo, instructing me to make certain representations to
the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afl'airs on the subject of the authorities at
Pernambuco, justly stigmatised ‘by Her Majesty's Government for not having
brought. to justice those parties who rendered themselves culpable" with reference
to the Slave Trade transaction at Serinha‘em in 1855,'as well as for‘the treatment
by those same authorities of Colonel Vasconcellos Drommond, Who was accused
unjustly, as it is supposed, of not having done his duty on that occasion. ’ ’ ,

With regard to the' first part of yeur Lordship’s despatch about! the
Serinhaem afi‘air, I have alrEady informed your Lordship,‘ in my despatch of' the
11th instant,* that all the parties accused, including Colonel Drummond, have
been acquitted by the tribunal before which they were arraigned.

 

. No. 202.

The Earl of Clarendon‘to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

Sir,‘ ' Foreign Ofice, January 19, 1857. ‘
I HAVE to' acquaint you that I transmitted to Mr. Murray, Her Majesty’s

Consul at Teneriff'e, a ‘copy of your. despatch'of the24th of December'.last,
stating that you had ,been informed that slaye-vessels Werehin the‘ habit of
receiving supplies of water and provisions from the Canary Islands ;- and 'I now
inclose, for your information, copies of two desPatches,1' and of their incloeures,
Which I have received from Mr. Murray in reply to the communication Whlch I
addressed to' him'on this matter. .

, I am, &c. . .
. (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 203.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Hon. P. 0'. Scarlett. .

Sir ‘ _ Foreign Ofice, January 26, 1857.
'I HAVE received your despatch of ' the 11th ultimo, referring to the

acquittal} ,.by the Court of ‘Relaofio lat Pernambuco, of all the persons accused
0f pertlmpation in the Serinhaem Slave Trade affair, and stating that the

. .Brazihen Minister of Justice has determined, in consequence of the bad effect
that th1s acquittal must have, to. dismiss the Judges who were engaged in the
cause.

‘
I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government have been gratified

*, No. 199. . , 1- Nos. 572 and ’573.
CLASS B. .
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at learning that the Brazilian Government have viewed this acquittal with
disPIeasure, and it appears to Her Majesty’sxGovet-nment that the determination
of Senhor Nabuco to dismiss the Judges is an evidence of his sincerity in this
matter. »

I have reCeived from Consul Cowper a despatch suggesting that Her
Majesty’s Government should propose to the Brazilian Government to sanction
the appointment of a Mixed Commission, to sit in Pernambuco, in order to
investigate the conduct of the ' late President of that province, and the truth of
Mr. Cowper’s statements With regard to the ,Serinhaem afi'air; and Mr. Cowper
states that he will be ready to abide the result of the proposed inquiry. .

I have to instruct you to make such a proposal to the Brazilian Minister for
Foreign Affairs, in answer to the charges made by the Imperial Government
against Mr. Cowper, and as a proof that Her Majesty’s Government are desirous
that his conduct, Which they think honourable and praiseworthy, should be
inVestigated. ' ' ’ '

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 204.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

Sir, ‘ ' Foreign Ofice, January 27, 1857.
. I HAVE received your despatch of the 4th ultimo; inclosing a 'copy

of a note addressed to you by Senhor Paranhos. the Brazilian Minister for
Foreign Affairs. stating that the Court of Relaefio has recently confirmed the
sentence Which decreed the freedom of the late Mr. Craven’s slaves, and I have
to instruct you to acquaint Senhor Paranhos that Her Majesty’s Government
havereceived with satisfaction the intelligence conveyedin his note.

I am, &c. . .
(Signed); CLARENDON.

 

No. 205.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 27, 1857.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 13th ultimo, I have to
acquaint you that I approve the letter Which you addressed to .Mr. Consul
Cowper, respectmg the Portuguese vessel “ Amalia,” Which cleared from Santos
on the 29th of October last, and was suspected of being about to engage, in the
Slave Trade. V V '

 

I am, &0,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

N5. 206.
The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of C'larendon.—(Received February 14.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, January 11, 1857.
. SENHORPARANHOS alluded, yesterday, in conversation, to information

given by the'ISrazilian Consul at Brussels last yean'to Her Majesty’s Government,
of the intention ofsome French'mercantile firm to carry on the Slave Trade with
Bizazfl frorri the coast of Africa, b engaging negroes on the ceast to enter their V
ehlps as sailors, and ’to re‘istet' t em as sheh iii ord‘er to facilitate their landing
iua Bramhan port, where hey might then be left without eXcitin’g anysuSpi- '
emu.

Whether this French firm had any serious intention of violating the Treaty
engagements Wlth other. Powers and infringing Brazilian law, which forbids the
landing of blacks in Brazil who are not n‘ative's’o'f this country, does not appear;
but the fact of a French vessel called the “ Jeune’Elise ” haviiig lately anchored
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at Bahia from the coast ,of Africa with four blacks on board, registered sailors,
seems to have excited the suspicions of the Brazilian authorities.

In consequence they exacted from the captain of the vessel, Senhor Paranhos
informed me, a sum of money, by way of precaution, as a guarantee against
their escape into the country. ' ‘

Against this measure the French Consul' appealed, and M; de St.
Georges has since received instructions fi'om Paris to demand peremptorily therepayment of the money, and a promise that a similar vexation to French
commerce should never be renewed under the same pretext. . . F : , a a

I have conversed on this subject With my French colleague, who assures
me he believes that the parties connected with the vessel in question-have had
no sinister views about Slave Trade, and that the English Consul atthe African
port at which they were embarked, there being no other, gave the captain a
certificate of their freedom before they were taken on board as sailors.

 

‘ No. 207. _ . .

The Hon P. 0. Scarlett to the‘Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February ‘14,.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, January 12, 1857';
ON receiving your Lordship’s despatch ofa. November 25, inclosing the

copy of a despatch from Mr. Cowper, Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco,
relating to the SlaVe Trade of native Brazilian blacks carried on. coastwise
between the northern and southern ports of the Empire, I took an early occasion
to submit to Senhor Paranhos the contents of that despatch, and especially
that part of Mr. Cowper’s deSpateh underlined, wherein he describes the horrors
of that Trade. ' ' ' '

In reply to the observations I had to make on the subject, his Excellency
assured me that the Brazilian Government would endeavour to mitigate as
much as possible the evils by which this syStem of separating families was
attended; and, to show that alth01'1gh this Traffic is permitted by law, it did notmeet with his approbation or sympathy, he said that very recently h’e‘had caused
a Brazilian naval officer, commanding a ship of ‘ war, to be dismissed from the
Service for taking slaves on board his vessel in a northern port to bring them toRio de Janeiro ; and, to indicate the opinion of the Imperial G0vernment, the
circumstances of the easehad been‘ officially mentioned in a newspaper; '

As long, however, as this Traflic in Slaves is tolerated by law, and until the
Legislature has resolved to put an end to this system altogether, I'fearthere is alittle chance of seriouslyfimeliorating the condition of these unfortunate people.

- Ihave, &c. ‘ '
(Signed) , P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT.

No. 209. 1‘

The Hon. P. 0. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received February 14;)

(Extract‘.) Rio. de Jazzcim, January 12, 18,57. .
‘ AT'my interview with Senhor Paranhos yesterday I communicatedto him

the contents of your Lordship’s despatch of November 25, with' reference
to the imprisonment of Colonel Drummond, his son Dr. Antonio Drummond,’
and Ma110e1Fidelis,the captors of the Serinhaem slaver, whilst other parties,
considered by Mr. Cowper as the real culprits, were at large. '

Your Lordship is now aware that the Relagao of Pernambuco acquitted
all the accused, including Colonel Drummond, and that the Government’ here
instantly dismissed the Judges of that Court on account of their decision.

I regret to say, however, that, although the tribunal above mentioned
appears to have confounded both guilty and innoeent in One acquittal,
Mr. Cowper writes to me that Colonel Drummond, of whose innocence he has.
never entertained a doubt in his correspondence, appears, since that decision, to
have been condemned by the Juiz de Direito of Rio Formoso for doing too little
in the .Serinhaem affair, and is to be fined to the amount of one~quarter of his1ncome. -
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‘ "As thisinformation‘ from Mr. Cowper is not official, I am in the hope that

he may have been erroneously informed. ,
- Senhor Paranhos, to whom I mentioned this report, did not deny the truth

of it, but appeared to be ignorant of the details. '

 

No. 210.

The Hoh P. 0. Scarlett to the Earlhof Clarendon.—(Received February 14.)

My Lord; Rio de Janeiro’, January 13, 1857.

' IN reply to your Lordship’s despatc'h of November 27, 1856, requesting

information fi'om what points on the coast of Africa the cargOes were shipped

referred to in my despatch of September 24 of last year, I have obtained on that

spbject the information which my informant was, I believe, at the time, unable to

give me. ,
One of the vessels in question, a small schooner called the “ Sophia,” took

in a eargo‘of slaves at Ponta de l’Este, on the coast of Africa.

The other, a. brig, name unknown, but supposed to be the “ Mary Stuart,”

took in slaves on the River Zaire, or Congo. 1

‘ I have, &c.r
(Signed) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT‘. V

 

No. 211.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Hon. P. 0‘. Scarlett.

Sir, ‘ ' I Foreign Ofice, Febmary 25, 1857.

‘ I HAVE received, your despatch of the 9th ultimo, inelosing an abstract

of a report Which you‘ have l'eceived‘respecting the large importation of slaves

into the Provinee of Rio de Janeiro .from the northern provinces, and the

neglect of the Brazilian Government to take any measures for the introduction

of European colouistsinto Brazil; and I have to observe that the report in ques-

tion furnishes arguments which you should press on' the Brazilian Government,

in order to induee them to conclude With Great Britain a Treaty which may be

really effectual for the purpose of preventing the revival of the Slave Trade.

' _ I am, &c. .

, (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 212.

The Earl of Clarendon to'the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

Foreign Ofice, February 26, 1857.

WITH reference to your deepatch of the 11th ultimo, I transmit here-

with, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul

at Lagosfi‘ stating the circumstances under which; he gave his sanction to the

embarkation, on board the French schooner “ Jeune Elise,” of four kroomen

as auxiliary seamen. ‘

Sir,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 213.

The Earlef Clarendon to the Hon; P. 0. Scarlett.

Sir, , 1 Foreign Oflce, February 26, 1857.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 12th ultimo, reporting youI‘

cenVers'ation With Senhor Paranhos respecting the evils of the coasting Slave

* No. 40.
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Trade in Brazil, and stating that this Traffic does notmeet with his approbation.
I have to point out that, under these circumstances, his Excellency might
successfully be urged to introduce a law for the prevention of the Traffic in
question.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON. '

 

N0. 214:.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett.

(Extract) , Foreign Oflice,February 27, 1857.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 12th ultimo, I have to acquaint

you that Her Majesty’s Government entirely approve your proceedings &as
reported in that despatch. . .

- ‘ I , I am; &c. .

" (Signed) CLARENDON; ,

 

No. 215.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Hon. P. 0. Scarlett. '

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflce; February 28, 1857.
WITH reference to your despatch Of the ‘12th ultimo, I transmit herewith

copy of a despatch Which I have received from Consul Cowper,* by which
it appears that the Juiz de Direito of Rio Formoso has condemned Colonel
Drummond to' be deprived of his titular office of police magistrate, to be
rendered incapable of holding'ofl‘ice for the future, and to be fined oneehalfof a
year’s income. ' '5 t z , ‘

Her Majesty’s Government learn With deep regret these proceedings against
Colonel Drummond, as' they are convinced that the slave-traders' will? derive
encouragement from the well-founded feat- which the gentry and landownersof
the Province of Pernambuco must in future feel, of theconsequences of attempting \
to check the revival of the Traffic in Slaves. ‘ ‘ ' . " . ~ - >
_- ‘ ‘ " -" *,'Iam,*&c. I j

* ~ (Signed) ”CLARENDON; -'

 

*- NOI 287.
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' No. 216.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.~,—(Received April 12.)

My Lord, ' ' ‘ Bahia, March 4, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yeur Lordship’s circular

despatch of the 19th of January last,* calling my attention to the Act 7 & 8

Vict., cap. 98, which absolutely forbids British subjects to own or hold slaves

under any circumstances.

 

I have, 8w. V '

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

No. 217.

Consul Mmganta the Earl of Clarendon.v-—(Received April 12.)

MyLord, , ' Bahia, March 8, 1856.
WITH referenCe to the capture of the Amei'ican slayer “ Mary E. Smith}?

I have the honOur to’ transmit, herewith, to. your Lordship translated copies of

two documents found in the possession of the passenger J050 .1056 Vienna, who
is now in prison in this city.

'Byr document No. 1 it appears that the said‘Vianna was, as far back as

April'ilast‘, on the Coast of Africa; making arrangements for the shipment of a

cargo, of slaves to the Havana, which document No. 2——.the manifest of the

Spanish vessel “ Dolores ”—clearlyrproves. ‘

That manifest Will show your Lordship the names of the shippers who thus

with impunity, and in the Portuguese possessions of Africa, carry on the

infamous Traffic. These shippers appear to be residents at Ambriz and

Loanda. ‘
I have, 8m.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 217.

’ Documents found on Senhor Jose’ Vienna, on board the “Mary E. Smith.”

(Translation)

Senhor Jofio Jose Vienna, , . _

‘ Sir, L‘oomda, April 21, 1855.

YESTERDAY came to hand your esteemed favour of the 4th of this
month, in which you tell me that in Cunha’s boat goes eighty~eight bales On our

' account. 1 shall be glad that they arrive safe and We may be lucky. In

consequence of neWs Which camefrom Rio I know that from that place is going

to begin some adventure. The “ lamenting” Bernardino' ought to arrive here

shortly in the brig “ Progresso,” and he comes to arrange shipments} The

'5‘ Class B, presented 1856, No. 160.
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partner of the’dead José Fortunate da Cunha says that for this vessel he is
going to send some “ pontos” (blacks); seeing this, I have thought that as soon
as you receive this, you should buy a p'atacho or palhabote of the size of 400
bales, which should be a good sailer; although she should be old it is the same,—
making one voyage is enough; and'after having bought her, fit her out complete,
except beef, for here fish can be got. You know well’that the voyages to Rio
seldom average more than 30 days, or less ;' with 45 pipes of water to 50 can be
loaded 400 to 450 bales ; by this you will calculate the requisites for'400- 'to
450. It is not requisite to recommend you to make a good pmchase, for yOu
well know What you have to do. The vessel in Baltimore will be cheaper; the
ship will come with the American flag and will here repair if necessary.

It would be well that you' obtain Miller, for you know he is very lucky
and acquainted with Brazil. I thought of this, fOI' I expect we shall do ‘a very
good business; what balance remains to us of our bales, you can send to me by
way of Salem or New York to Ambriz, to the care of Junqueira to buy us
people on our account ; you Will come in the vessel and will go in her to Brazil.
I hope to receive a sure notice of the day of your arrival in order to have the
cargo ready, correspondence, &c-. , , ‘ t

In New York everything is dearer ; and I apprehend it is more difficult to
fit out vessels. However, with ‘all secresy, you Will see what is best to be done.

No more at present. v . ‘
I wish you perfect health, and am, &c. ‘ _'

(Signed) GME. JOSE DA ’SA. CORREA.

PtS.—This goes to the care of Messrs. J. M. and 00., and if these
gentlemen wish to take a share in the vessel, you ‘can give it them, and undef-
stand with them for the same, for in this sense I write to them.

 

MANiFES'r of the Cargo of‘the barque caiied the “‘ Dolores.”

 

 

>1, r-I ,. 1: 7
Shil’Pel‘fi- MarkS- fig E ' Conaignees. Observations. [I

an
82 c? .

7 Bales}
Antonio J6. Muxao. Figueiredo V}. B B D . . 99 Salvador de Castro.

Ditto ... ... ... ... ... B BB D , .. 20 Ditto.

J056 Maria Junqueira .. P J D . . 30 Zulueta and He'rmanos‘.

Joaqm. Miz. Pampelona . . B MP D, .. 20 Salvador de Castio. 7

Jose Anto. Pto. Guimames] ... ... C [R] E .. ‘ 10‘ Zqueta and Hermanos 2 Absent t6 Salvador
, Castro.

Ante. Joaqm. Ferz. Games P LF D .. _ 53 Ditto .. . . . . Ditto.

Ditto ,.. ...- P 5. D . . ' '1 Ditto. ‘ ‘
Me]. Auto. tie Mages. e SilVa ... ... P 99 D , .. 30 Ditto.

Franco. Augusto d3 Silveim’ ... P [E D . , 6 Salvador de Castro. V

José Auto. Fonseca, 9 Costa ... ... I P T D . . > 5 Ditto.

José daSflm P 4 D .. l8 Ditto.

Ditto , E 4 D . . 10‘ Ditto;
Me]. .Ié. Lopeé‘Guimaraes ... " ... 2 L B .. V. I8 Zulueta. and Hermeuos.

Miguel Lamougo ... ... ... E T D . . 6 To the. shipper himself.

Pancho (boatewain of the baique) ... 2 '.l E ‘ . . ‘ 7 2 Ditto.

Antonio Marine ... ... V... B '1 D .. 2 Ditto.

Manoel J:5. Puna. P C D . . 2 Zulueta. and Hermanos.‘

Joan Dias Quintero ... ... B 2 D .. '_ 16, To the shipper himself j 'Ditto. .

Ramanl’au ... ... ... i...‘ E T D '7 .Q 40 .Ditto .,. .. '...7 Absent to Zulueta
’ V and Hermanos.Pedro (sailor of the barque) .... . P 7 D .. 1' Ditto. .

_ Bexiga Paste ... ... B C D .. _ 3 Zulueta and Hermanos.‘

José Vieira. G '0 D A .. , 1 To the shipper himself.      
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>r

Shippers. . . Marks. Ea g Consignees. Observations.

' 6: c5

Bales.

Carlos Labandeim ... C 4 D .. 10

Joao Campos ... ... C 5 D .. 2

Saute and Co. B 5 D‘

Jacobo Igrejaa E 5 D . . 1 Carlos Labandeim.

Bergm B RjD 1

Andre Gran .,. .. C R D . 1 .

Ramon Dias P F D 2 Tothe shipperhimself.

Captain of the Barque B F D 2 Ditto.

Mate ofthe same c F D 1 Ditto.

Joaquim J036 Garcia ..f P [P] E . . 33 ‘

Ditto E [9] D ' .. 5 Salvador de Castro.

Ditto I... P 'I E .. 4

José dESilva ... .. B F D .. 2

Joan José’vnma E 4%; D .. 108

Ditto s, M, > .. 2 . _

Johqm. José Garcia I Q [P] r 1 mm.

Joao Dias Quintero B 0 D ’ .. I v 5 To the shipper himself. Absent to Salvador
, de Castro.

Auto. José Fernandes E R E .. 21

' 595

No.218.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan.

(Extract) Foreign Ofice, April 28, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th ultimo, and I have to express
to you my approval of your having transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government
translations of the documents inclosed therein, which were found in the possession
of the passenger'captured on board the American slaver “Mary E. Smith.”

 

No. 219.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of ClarendoazuétReceived May 16.)

My Lord, ' Bahia, March 31, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship the accompanying Lists,

Nos. 1 and~2,'of the trade between this port and the coast of Africa during the

quarter ended'this day. ' '
I have, &c.

(Signed) ' JOHN MORGAN, Jun.
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No. 220.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon,—(Received May 16.)

My Lord, ‘ Bahia, April 6, 1856.

IN my despatch of the 8th ultimQ,-I had the honour to transmit to your

Ldrdship, Copies of two documents found on board of the American slaver

“ Mary E. Smith.” 1
I have now the honopr to inclose herewith, translated copy of the American

register of that schooner. It cannot be in the exact wording of the original, as I

only received it in the Portuguese language, into which it had been translated.

‘All the original documents were sent to the Minister of Justice at Rio de

Janeir'o‘, on the capture taking place. . .

I I likewise inclose translation of the sentence passed by the Auditor of

Marine, declaring the said “Mary E. Smith” a good prize to the Imperial

cruizer “ Olinda,” and as freemen all the Bozal Africans found on board.

The master of the slayer, Cranowitch, died on the 26th ultimo in the

hbspital, from a disease contracted on the passage from the coast of Africa.

With regard to the criminal process instituted against the remainder of the

crew and the two passengers, the Chief of Police has acquainted me that the

sentence has been purposely delayed by him, in order to obtain further confes-

sions. from the latter as to Who are their accomplices in Rio de Janeiro. He

states he is in possession of some facts compromising certain individuals residing

in that capital, Who would be little suspected of associating in these nefariOus

transactions, but, as yet, has not suflicient evidence to conVict them.

’I am happy in being able to bear testimony to the desire and zeal displayed

by his Excellency the President, Senhor 'Moncorvo e Lima, and the Chief of

Police, Senhor Francisco Liberato de Mattos, to frustrate any attempt .» to revive

this infamous Traffic in this province. ‘
, I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure l in No. 220. .

Register.

('I‘i‘anslation.) , V
['I‘emporary, No. 275. Seal of office]

IN virtue of an Act of Congress of the United States of America, entitled
an “_ Act relating to the Registry and Entry of Ships . or Vessels,” Vincent 1
D; Cranowitch, pf Dennissonville, State of Louisiana, having sworn to and
signed an oath prescribed by the said Act, and having sworn that he is the sole
proprietor of the ship or vessel called the “ Maw E. Smith ” of New Orleans, of
Which Vincent D. Crano'witch is actually master, and citizen of the United States,
as sworn by him, and that the said ship or vessel was built at Essex, in the
State of Massachflsetts, in 1853, in conformity with the Register No. 160, entered
in the books of this Department on the 15th of April, 1854, now by these
cancelled, having changed owners and district. And the said register certifying
that the said' ship or vessel has one deck and two masts; that her length is 70
feet 6 inches, her breadth, 22 feet 4 inches, her depth of hold 8 feet 3 inches,
and her ' tonnage 1223—2 tons; that she is a schooner with square poop, and her
hows of wood. And the said VincentlD. Cranowitch ”approves the description
and measurement aforesaid, and a‘sufficient bond having been furnished in the
terms of the aforesaid Act, the said schooner was duly registered at the port of
BostOu. Given under our hands and seal of Office at the port of Boston, this
23rd day of August, 1855.

' (Signed) C. G. GREEN, Naval Ofiicer.
O. DOGGES, Registrar.
C. H. ROSLEE, Collector.
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And I, Alexander'Borges de Barros, clerk of the Secretary’s Department of
Government serving" as interpreter of Said Department, translated the above
from the English language, and certify that the above is- conformable with the
ori ' . '

Bahia, February 6, 1856.
(Signed) ’ A. BORGES DE BARROS.

 

' Inclosure 2 in No. 220— '

Sentence in the case of the “ Mary E. Smith”,

(Translation) ~

AT sight of the documents, &c., proving by the Voflicial informations at ‘
folios 5 to 8, from the infomlations and interrogations folios 9 to 18, folio's 24 tr)
4.4, and 252, witnesses folios 46, &c., that the schooner “Mary E. Smith ” was
captured on the 20th January last at half-past 5 in ,the afternoon, being at
anchor of? the bar of St. Matthew’s, Province of Espirito Santo, two miles distant
fi'om land, with Africans on board, to the number of 384; it being further proved,
from. some of the interrogatories and note found attached to document at
folio 142, on examination of log-book at folio 229, that the aforesaid schooner
was positively bouncl’ for that province ; and finally it being verified by said
interrogatories and opinions of competent arbitratOrs ‘at folio 223, that notwith-
standing two of said captured Africans Spoke the Portuguese language, and some
few understand one word or another of that language by reason of having on
the coast of Africa. had communications With individuals of that nation, the
greater part of the other Africans found on board-ignore that language entirely,
and are consequently all Bozal negroes, and had come for the first time to
Brazil imported against the dispositions'of the Law of the 7th November, 1831.;
in conformity With the Law No. 581 of 4th September, 1850, and the Regular
tion No. 78 of 4th October of same Year, I condemn .the schooner “Mary E.
Smith ” as a good prize, with all its accessories mentioned in the inVentoi'y after
felios 7 to 9, and determine that after valuation and, put up at au‘ctiOn the
proceeds be placed in the public coffers to 'be, with the premium marked in.
Article 5 0f the above-mentioned Law of 4th September,rdeducted the per-
centage treated on by .the Decree No. 731 of the 14th November, 1850, divided
in accordance with Article 5 of the Alvaré of 7th December, 1796, between the ‘
Commander and crew of the brig of War “ Olinda,” who are entitled—to the
above premium in its totality, for the seizure of those Africans. I also judge the
said Africans free men, who are to remain at the disposal of Government, with
their tickets of liberty, which are to be passed, but not delivered until this
sentence is confirmed by the Council of State, to whose decision I appeal. The
latter part of Article 6 of the Regulation No. 708 of the 14th October, 1850, was
faithfullyrfulfilled relative to the christening of the Africans. ‘ The Scrivener, will
note the names, of the Africans who have died, as mentioned in the? muster-roll,
and deseribedzat the margin at folio 230. Leii the required intimations hemade,
and I mark the period of eight days for the extraction and copies of this process
in order to its being transmitted to the Council of State, through the medium of
the Secretary’s Department of the Presidency, from which it Will- recover a
receipt, and will join it to the copy; The steps taken and terms of this process
are open for inspection: from them it will be seen that, besides the criminal
process resulting from the same fact or apprehension, and from the commence- .
ment of these labours asseen at folio 223, some time elapsed ; the capturer, the
brig of war, on board of whieh were placed the captain, crew, and passengers of
the schooner, arriving several days after the prize ; and if sbme delay took place
in the ultimatio'n of this prOCess it appears justifiable. ’ 5

~ Bahia, February 21, 1856. . '
‘ (Signed) FRANCISCO L. DE MATTOS. "

 a_—
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_ ’NO- 221-. . ,_
Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendona—(Reeeived May 16.)

My Lord, ' Bahia,Apri18, 1856.

I BEG permission to hand your Lordship, goherewith, copies _of two

despatches I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Legatlon at R10_de Jenelro, end

to the Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Siren?” respectmg Informatlon

lately received of some intended slave-trafinlgfimnslalons 1n this provmce.
ave 'c.

(Signed) “’ JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

' Inclosure 1 in No. 22]. ‘ '

Consul Morgan'to Mr. Jemingham, April 4, 1856} I

h" > I . .: [SeeInclosure inNo. £127.12

 

Incloeure 2 in N6. 221.

Consul Morgan to Commander Otway.

(Extract) . _ ‘ ‘ ' ‘ V ‘ Bahia, April 7, 11856.
" ' I CONSIDER it proper to acquaint you that. I’ have communicated to

Her Majesty’s Legation at ,Rio de Janeiro, that information has reached me of
some. intended speculations from the coast of Africa to disembark Africans on.
the southern shores of this province. ‘ , I _

These ventures. are, I am sorry to say, undertaken by petty shopkeepers,
who, clubbing together, have been incited by the high prices of slaves at
present. - ‘ 7 , , . . I

No fear is entertained of any attempt on the northernlcoast of this province,
or_Se1fgipe, where no good ports or points exist for such infamous transactions;
but I am of opinion that'a good lookj-out should be had on all the small ports
and rivers south of Ilheos to Caravellas, being theflmore convinced of the neces-
sity' of such a step, as the slave-dealers stand much more in awe of the British
than of the Brazilian cruizers. _, I ; ,

I I do not mean to‘say there is any want of activity or goodwill on the part
of the officers of the latter; but my, information leads me to believe the slave-
dealers conceive they are more likely to be evaded than those under the British
flag.

 

7 No. 222.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendanw—(Received May 16.)

My Lord, ’ ‘ , . ' Bahia, April 18, 1856.
THE Chief of Police has just sent me a. certified copy of another letter'

found amongst the papers of the passenger J05.6 José Vienna; from on board the
captured slaver “ Mary’ E. Smith.”

It refers to the one written by Guilherme José da. Silva Correa, transmitted
to your Lordship in my despatch of the 8th ultimO. ,

I apprehend that the first part relates to some transaetion to the coast of
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Brazil, but the atter part evidently has connection with the cargo shipped on
board the Spanish vessel “ Dolores,” manifest of which was likewise forwarded to
your Lordship. '

y I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

‘ Inolosure'in:No.222. ‘ .

Simho‘r- Correia tq Seminar Vienna, April 23, 1855.

[See Inclosure in N . 149.]

 

No. 223.

Consul Morgan to the Earl Of Clarendon.—(Received May 16.)

My Lord, ‘ ‘ 1 ' Bahia, April 19, 1856.
WHEN I wrote to your Lordship in my despatch of the 6th instant,

stating that the. Chief of Police had formed suspicions of severalipersonslresiding
at Rio de Janeiro, as being implicated in the Vslaver “Mary E; Smith,” I little
thought So much had already been done towards bringing some of those indivi-
duals to justice. ' V . ' , , ' ' _ 7 '

On the arrival of the “Aven ” this morning, I received a private letter from
Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'aires, requesting to know whether the COmmandeur
Bernardino Ferreira' de Fafia‘had been sent up to this city to answer in the
criminal process instituted against the passengers and crew of that slaver.

, 0n inquiry of the Secretary of Police, I found every desire to satisfy my
wishes, and was informed that not only had Senhor Liberate de Mattos requested,
some time ago, of the Government at Rio de Janeiro the imprisOnment of that
individual, but that yesterday’s steamer took down the order for his immediate
removal to this city; and furthermore, from the confession of the two passengers
of the “ Mary E. Smith,” the said Commandeur has been sentenced ‘by the said
Chief of Police as having incurred the penalty marked out in the Law of the
Zithd of November, 1831, Article 2, as also in Article 179 of the Criminal
o e. - . ‘ . , ' . , , , - , -

. It is extremely satisfactory to me» thus to prove the zeal_ of the distinguished
President of this-province, who is so ably seconded by the Chief of Police, to put
down this nefarious Traffic in this part of the Empire. , , .

, I have, 850. '
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

No. 224.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan.

Sir,‘ , _ , i ‘ Foreign Ofice, May 3], 1856.,
I HAVE received your despatch of the 6th ultimo, inclosing a translation 66

the sentence‘of cendemnatiOn in the ease ofthe slave-vessel “‘MaryEflmith,” and
bearing testimony to the desire ofthe. President of the province, a‘ndof‘ the Chief
of Police, to counteract every attempt that may be made to revive the SlaVe Trade ;
and I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with great
satisfaction the praiseworthy conduct of the authorities at Bahia for the suppres-
tion of the Slave Trade. ‘ ‘

I amg,&e.-
(Signed): , , , CLARENDON.
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No. 225.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Mdrgan.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, May 31, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 19th ultimo, reporting the steps

taken by the Brazilian authorities With regai'd to parties implicated in the
affair of the American slaver “ Mary E. Smith,” and I have to instruct you to
express to the President of the province the thanks, of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment for the zeal which he has shown in this affair:

, I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 226.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan.

Sir, Foreign Ofice‘, May 31, 1856.

I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve of your having addressed to
Mr. Jerningham and to the commander of Her Majesty’s 'ship' “ Siren” the
letters, copies of which are inclosed in your despatch of the 8th ultimo,
containing information réspecting some intended Slave Trade transactions in the
Province of Bahia. “

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 227.

Consul Morgan to 'the Earl of Clarendon._(Received June 9.)

My Lord, ‘ . Bahia, April 30, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
of the 19th of March last,* conveying to me the gratifying approval of my
proceedings in relation to the American slayer “Many E. Smith,” and her
capture. 7 , ‘ . v

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

No. 228.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.¥¥(Received June 9.) I '

My Lord, , ‘ Bahia, May 17, 1857.
ON the subject of my late despatches on the slaver “Mary E. Smith,” I

have now the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship translated copy of
the sentence passed by the Auditor of Marine, on the persons implicated in that
transaction. ‘

. I have, _&c. ,
(Signed) ' JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

* Class 13, presented 1856, No. 165.
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‘ Inelosure in No. 228.

Certt'ficate of the Sentence in the case of the “Mary E. Smith.”

Translation.) ,- , . - :
I, LADISLAU PEREIRA PINTO, Knight of the Imperial Order .of the

Rose, Registrar of the Board of Trade of this city of Bahia, and of the Court of
Audit of Marine in this Province, by His Imperial Majesty Don Pedro ,II, certify
toallwhom these presents may cOncern, that in my oflice exist the criminal
deeds'vbetween parties: Plaintiff; the Court of Justice, and Defendants, Vincente
Daniel Cranotich, master of the American schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” and.
others; and on'examining them as regards the points , requested to be certified,’
the following is therein found :-—.—- _ ~ ' » .

Sentence pushed in the Deeds, fole'e 194. ,
On reference to the Register of Obituary, folios 149 and 192, I declare the

accusation against Vincente Daniel Cranotich and Manoel Antonio da Silva
Leitao as extinct, the former as master, and the latter seaman of the schooner
“Mary E. Smith.” ' 5 ~ , , '

The said accusation, however, prevails against Manoel Basilio ’da Cunha ,
Reis, Guilherme J056 da Silva Correa (Brazilian subjects residing, the ‘latter'in
Africa, the former in New York), Joao José Vienna, Manoel Alves daCosta
Bastos, Bernardino Martins Ferreira (merchant in Riede Janeiro), Mandel da
Silva, Nathaniel Stanton, JOse‘ph Sisson, Wiiiiam Black, William Bussiey,
Damblemout Eugene, and José Alves da Costa (merchant in Carahipe, ‘in {the
Provinceof Espirito Saute). . . ‘ . , ' ' -

Whereas the schooner “'Mary E. Smith,”"havi11g been captured on the
20th January of the present year by the brig of war “ Olinda,” whilst at apchor
at the bar of ‘St. Matthew’s, in the aforesaid Province of Espirito Santo, with
384 slaves on board, the importation of which being prohibited-by the Law of the
7th November, 1831, they were declared free, and the vessel condemned as-a
lawful prize, as is shown by the sentence folio 146', proved by the interrogations
contained in folio to folio , folio 178‘ to .folio ' 35, documents
folio 150-158 to folio- , and other documents annexed to the deetis.) ,

That to Manuel Basilio da Cunha Reis, Guilherme. Jpsé, daSilva Correa,
and Joao José Vianna, belonged in equal parts the aforesaid schOOner, which
vessel having been purchased and fitted out at Boston, left thence for the. coast
of Africa, where she took in a cargo of slaves, and proceeded to. the coast of.
Brazil, bringing on board the third accused, Joao José Viann'a, as supercargo,
for the better management of the enterprise, and that the fourth, Manoel Alves
da Costa Bastos‘, alsovcame on board from Africa as supercargo of a portion of
the cargo of slaves belonging .to different parties,_in order that at Carahipe,.
conjointly with his brother, José Alves da Costa, he might effect the discharge
in that quarter, not only» of the slaves Brought by the schooner, but also of those
that might be forthcoming. ' * , " V “

That the fifth, Bernardino Martins Ferreira, long since given to the Traffic '
of Slaves, wrote to Guilherme Correa, apprizing him that it was a fit opportunity
for the- importation in the Brazils, pointing out the quarter, Carahipe, and
others, for discharging, offering his services to receive the vessels and cargoes
to hisconsignment, andwas in fact the consignee of the captured vessel and the
greater part of her Cargo, thus being interested in the affair; .

That the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tentht and eleventh accused were
mere seamen of the said schooner, on board Which vessel they came from
1liggton, with. the exception of the sixth, Who was shipped on the coast of

ca. ' -
That thetwel‘fth, José Alv'es da Costa, was the manager at the discharging»

place,Carahipe, pointed out for the purpose; who. being aware that the said
landing ceuld not be effected there, owing to the measures taken by the-local
authOrities, of this he apprized his brother, Manoe‘l Alves da Costa Bastos, on
going on shore to consult With him; he consequently ordered the schooner to
proceed to St. Matthew’s t‘qjlefi'ect the discharge of the slaves there, this -
encouraging this criminalvact,’ and endeavouring to prevent the slaves being
apprehended, or the authdfitiesfiaving any knowledge thereof, &c. >
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By all which, and in conformity with Articles 3 and 4 0f the Law No. 531
of the 4th September, 1850, and of that, No. 731, of the 5th June, 1854, I
commit to prison, for being under the second Article of the Law of the 7th
November, 1831, with 'referenCe to Article 179 of the Criminal ‘Code—the
authors, Manoel Basilio da Cunha Reis, Guilherme José da Silva Correa, J050
J056 Vianna, Manuel Alves da Costa Bastos, and Bemardino Martins Ferreira
de Faria; the accomplices, Manoel da.‘ Silva, Nathaniel Stanton, Joseph
Sisson, William‘Black, William Bussley, Damblemont Eugene, and José Alvesda
Costa: not proceeding, however, against Antonie Francisco Guimarfies Pinheiro,
Carvalhe, and Rocha, and Jofio Augusto Ferreira d’Almeida; not against the
first, because the doubt which is manifest in the letter, folio 158 of his being or
not the consignee of the schooner “Mary E. Smith,” the same having been
negatived by. the declaration, folio 179-80, of J0510 José Vienna, part interested
and supereargo of the said schooner; not against the second, because the simple
fact of the letters, folio 148, addressed to them, Which contain an order to receive
and remit to sundries in Europe, amounts which others had to liquidate and
deliver to them, unaccompanied with previous circumstances relating to the
crime, therefore ,in; the face of the deeds they cannot be considered responsible
for the crime in question ;. not against the third, because he Spontaneously
presented the documents, folio 158, Which gave 'ounds, folio 171, on- the 11th
December last year, desistedveluntarily, expressly and opportunely, from the_
crime, and thus ceased tofbe responsible for the same, according to the rules of
criminal imputation; ' ‘ - _ ' - t _ . V ,_
i , , For ulterior judgment in this respect, I. appeal to the Supreme Tribunal
of Judicature, in conformity with Article 26 of the Regulation No, 708 of the
14th September, 1850. ’ '

Let the Registrar inscribe the names of the parties found guilty in the list
of the culpable, recommendwell lithose which are already imprisoned, and pass
orders for the apprehension of those still at large. , .

, Let the due intimations be made, and the costs paid respectively.
' The obligations of specifying the reasons of the delay in these proceedings,

imposed by Article 25 of the said Regulation, I fulfil, by referring to' those
alreadygiven in the judgment of the seizure, folio 146, the conclusionof which
interested those presents, and to which is to be added the necessity that existed
of waiting for further proofs and valuable documents, Which came to strengthen
theresponsihility, ofthe parties, whom I have found guilty, and committed.

Letthesepresents be sent to the Public Promoter, in order togpresent his
libel in. the first Audience.‘ ‘ ‘ ' ‘

, Bahia, April 16, 1856. » . ‘ ‘ 7 V f
. (Signed) FRANCISCO LIBERATO DE. MATTOS. .

. Nothing" further was contained in the said sentence, from which the present
certificate :has been taken, and is by me subscribed, together with another
Registrar. . , . V . . - > ‘

Conferrednand signed in this city of Bahia, this 23rd day of April, 1856.
I, Ladislau Pereira. Pinto, Registrar, subscribe the present. '

(Signed). . LADISLAU PEREIRA PINTO. V ' , : i
x , ‘ FORTUNATO CANDO. DA CTA. DORMUND,

, . g i : V Registrar, ad interim.

 

, 'No. 229. i.

' Consul Morgen to the Earl of Clarendqn;—(Received July 9.)

(Extract) 1 ~ , . , Bahia, May 29, 1856.
' I HAVE the honourto acknowledge the receipt of your-Lordship’s despatch

,of the 28th of April last; expreésing approval of my havingttransmittedto your
Lordship translations of the documents found in possession of a) passenger on
board the American slaver “ Mary E. Smith.” _ - '
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No. 230.

Consul Morganhto the Earl of Claréndon.—(Received August 11.)

My Lord, v . - f Bahia, June 30, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, the half.

yearly Return of the prices of slaves in‘ this city,
1 I have, 810;

(Signed) _ JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure in No. 230.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Conéulate of Bahia, at the respective times
undermentioned.‘ ‘ ‘ .

 

F t1! half- 11' D b 31 . V
or e ymlfi‘éaf"g ecem er ’ For the half-yeax- ending June 30, 1856.

 

 

Description;

Gummy. Sterling. Currency. _ Sterling.

Reis. Reis. £ 3. d. .1: 11. Rein; >Reis. £ a. d. :8 1.Affimn Males 1,0003%],100fi11613 4to 128 6 1,100‘fl1to 1,200,9128 6 8w 140 0

Creole Males 1,100.9 1.2009120 6 a 140 0
,, ,, with pmfeniom.l,7W 2.2003198 0 8 25013
,, Femalea "1,000.9 1,1W11613 4

1,200,; Lacuna 0 0 15113
1,700} 2,2005198 o a 25613

d.
a

,, Females 950,0 1,000,111016 s 110131 950,0 1,000,111010 0 11613

0

4

11 1,0000: 1,100‘11013 4 12s 0_128 0  «
$
1
5
3
0
9
5

 
 

(Signed) . JOHNTMORGAN, Jam, Consul.Bfithh'Coumlata,.Bah1'a, June 30, 1856. , ' ’ 1

 

‘ No. 231. ‘

Consul Morgan 'to the Earl of CIarenddn.—(Recqive'¢2 August 11.)

My Lord, 1' _ '_ Bahia, June 30, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit h rewith to your Lordship the accom-panying Lists, Nos. 1 and 2, of the trade ,betWeen this port and the coast of VAfrica, during thevquarter ended this day. :9 Q '

‘ I have, &c.. ,4
. (Signed) JOHN. MORGAN, Jun

 

Cums B. '
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No. 232.

Constil Morgan to the Earl of Cldrendowz.e-(Received August 11.)

My Lord, , .- ‘ , Bahia, July 10, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit your Lordship Copy of a despatch
addressed by‘me to Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Afl'aires at Rio de Janeiro, respecting

the appearané‘e of a. suspicious craft ofi’ the southern coast of this Province, and

20f the vigilance exercised by the President to prevent a disembarkation if

attempted. ‘ 5 ,
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure in No. 232.

Consul Morgan to Mr. Jemingham, June 24, 1856.

_ t [See Inclosure 1 in No. 153.] '

 

No. 233.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.-a-(Received August 11.)

My Lord, ‘ Bahia, July _11, 1856.

I COMMITTED an error in my despatch of the 17th of May last

when, on transmitting to your Lordship copy of the “ pronuncia,”'or finding of

a true bill against the individuals implicated in the afl'air of the American
schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” I styled that “pronuncia” the sentence given in
the case by the Auditor of Marine. 4 ‘ ,

Such was not- the feet, as I have now the honour to forward the final
sentence on the authors and abettors of that criminal speculation. '

Jofio JoséjVianna, Manoel ‘Alves da Costa Bastos, and the Commandeur

Bernardino Martins Ferreira de Faria, are each condemned to four years’

imprisonment, and to pay a fine corresponding to a. third part of that period;
besides the further fine of Rs. 76300335000 or 8,920l; sterling, being at the rate

of£5. 200$000 for each African found on board the “ Mary E. Smith.”
By BraZilian law the penalty in money of the third part of the original

sentence of four years’ imprisonment, is calculated at What» the individual
convicted would beebie to earn per diem, in his station of 1ife,.were he free to
occupy himself in his ordinary avocations; but if not willing or capable to pay,
the fine is commuted at the same ratio into a further detention.

Thus in the same manner is calculated the further penalty each of those
convicts will have to pay in the sum of Rs. 76,800$000, thereby rendering the
sentence now passed on them «by the Auditor of Marine equivalent to imprison-
ment beyond the‘natural existence of man. '

The Commandeur Bernardino Martins Ferreira de Faria has appealed from
his sentence to the “ Relagfio” of this District, and,in case of confirmation, there
is a. further appeal to the supreme Tribunal of Justice at Rio de Janeiro.
Considering, «however, the powerful support he appears to have in that capital,
from the number of letters of introduction he brought with him thence When
conveyed to this city to stand his trial as implicated in this nefarious transaction,
I should not be surprised if he is eventually absolved.

I have, &c. '
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

z_'- ‘_ ¢ ".4
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'Inclosure'in No.233. - , ,

. Senténee in the case of the “Mary E. 'Smith.’1

(Translation) , a . . , , t . H ,_ , ,. ,
LADISLAU PEREIRA PINTO, Knight of the Imperial Order of the

Rose, Scrivener of the Judge of Right and Commerce, and of the Auditory of
Marine of this Province of Bahia, by favour of His Imperial and Catholic
MajestyDom Pedro II, wh‘em God preserve, &c., certifies ,toz-all whom these
presents may concern, that in my office are to be found the “ autos” and
summary in which‘Justice is plaintiff, and defendants, Daniel Cranowitch, master
of the Ameriéan schooner ““Mary E. Smith,” and others; and on examining the
said f‘ autos,” of which a certified copy has been requested, the following sentence
isfofindthereinz‘ ‘ , - ' ~ ' ‘ ~ «3 " ,.

Sentence, folio ' 244.

"Having examined these “autos,” &c., in which are defendants Joao José
Vienna, Manoel Alves da Costa Bastos, Manoel da Silva, Nathaniel Staunton,
JoSeph Sisson, William" Blake,‘ William " Bushley, ' Da'mblemont‘ Eugerme, and
Bernardino Martins Ferreira de Faria, accused at folio of having incurred the
penalty of the 2nd Article of the Law of the 7th November, 1831, with reference
to Article 177 of the Criminal Code, the first, second, and third defendants as
authors of the crime of importing Africans, and the others as accomplices. Of
these defendants the last-mentioned alone defends himself, asat folio , all of
which. seen and examined, demonstrate, by the documents and ‘ interrogatories
inserted in the “autos,” that the first defendant is one of the owners of the
schooner “ Mary E.Smith,” which was. captured on. the 420th January? of this
year off the Bar of St.:Matthew’s with 384 Africans 0n board,vand that ‘he Was,
besides, the supercargo of the said vessel belonging also tb Manoel Basilib'da
Cunha Reis and Guilherme José da Silva Correa (defendants absent, equally
guilty) ;’ that the second defendant was also supercargo of part of the cargo of
Africans of saidschooner belongingto several interested parties; thatthe third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth defendants were seamen of the said
schooner that brought the Africans to Brazil, and that, by documents at folios
150 and 158, combined with the entries at folios 178, 186, and 203, the ninth
defendantwas the consignee of the said criminal negotiation; andwhereas the
replies at folio cannot prevail, because, if doubts existed as to his being the
identical individual to whbm the letter at folio 150 was addressed, none whatever
exists as to his being the person referred to in the one. at folios 178 and 186,
namely. of Manoel Basilio da Cunha Reis having entrusted, by letters at 'posterior
folios . and ’folios ’ ; and, 'at folio l58,“the liquidation
of part of the cargo belonging'to him to Jofio Augusto Ferreira de Almeida does
not exclude that the defendant was "net the consignee ef‘ the other part, Which
he was, and is proved at folio , when Vianna, who,‘ in Africa; received Y'all
orders and. instructions relative to this chiminal undertaking, expressly declares
that, in faet,’ two were the consignees, namely, the said J0210 Augusto, and the
defendant Bernardino Martins .Ferreira devFaria; and“ judging, as I do now
judge, as proved the accusation against the above-mentioned defendants, I
condemn Jofio Jose Vienna, Manoel Alves da Costa Bastos, and Bernardino
Martins Ferreira de Faria, as authors, and as having incurred the penalty .of the
3rd Article of the Law of the ,elth Septemhen, 1850, and‘of the’éthv June. 1854,
to four years’ imprisonment, and fine corresponding to the third part of that
period (medium degree of Article 179 of the Criminal Code), and to afmfther‘fine
of Rs. 200915000 for each of the 384 Africans imported, With the obligation, at
their own expense, to re—eXport'them when the Government shallise determihe
it '; in the same penalty incur, with the deduction of the third part of period of
fine, the ac‘cornplices,‘ Manuel 'da’ Silva,‘ Nathaniel Staunton,aJoseph_ Sisson,
William Blake, and Damblemc‘mt Eugene ; the other “accomplice; William
Bushley, to two years’ imprisonment, with the corresponding fine of a third: part
Of that period, as he has in ‘his favour the extenuating circumstance of para-
graph 10 of Article 18 of the v»above-mentioned~ Criminal Code; and: all the
defendants I condemn to pay costs; 35 ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ' ‘ ‘ ' »-



206 BRAZIL, (Oonselar),-—Bahia.

' The voyage I had to undertake on the public service to the south of this

province delayed but by a few days the final judgment of this case.

Bahia, June 30, 1856. ' ‘
(Signed) FRANCISCO LIBERATO DE MATTOS.

 

No. 234. ‘

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.-,-(Receiwed August 11.) "

My Lord, ' ' Bahia,.July 11, 1856.

I‘ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 3lst Of May last, acquainting me that Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment had learnt with great satisfaction the conduet of the authorities at Bahia.

in the suppression of the Slave Trade.
I have, &c.

(Signed) ' JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

No. 235. .

‘ Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendonm-(Received August 11.)

My Lord, ' . ‘ v Bahia, July. 11, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of , your Lordship’s

despatch of the Slst of May last, conveying to me your approval of the course

I pursued in relation to some supposed slave-trading transactions in this province.
‘ I have, &c. . h

’ (Signed) ' JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

No. 236.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendonwe-(Received August 11.)

My Lord, . ,Bahia, July 14, 1856.

I HAVE theuhonour to lay before your Lordship copy of the despatch I
' addressed to the President of this province in obedience to the instructions

Contained in your despatch of the 31st of May, thanking his Excellency
in the name of Her Majesty’s Government for the zeal he has Shawn inthe'
suppression of the'Traflic in Slaves. '

' ' - I have, &c. T '
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure in No. 236‘

Consul Morgan to the President of the Province of Bahia‘

(Translation) ‘ '

Most Excellent Sir, ‘ Bahia, July 3, 1856‘

I HAVE not failed to acquaint my Government of the steps‘and measures

taken by the authorities of this province for the suppression of the African Slave

Traffic, more particularly of those that have had relation to the capture of the
American sohoOner “ Mary E. Smith,” and her ulterior condemnation. V

It has ever been to me an agreeable duty to bear testimony as an impartial
witness to the untiring zeal displayed by your Excellency and the worthy Chief
of Police .in the execution of a solemn Treaty existing betWeen our tivo Govern-a
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ments; and I am now happy in having been instructed, in the name and byorder of Her Majesty’s Government, to express to your Exeellency Its thanksfor the zeal you have shown in so deserving an object, Whlch not only doeshonour to your sentiments of humanity, as it has proved that the law for. thesuppression of the Trafl‘ic has been, durmgvyour Excellencyts enllghtened admlms-
tration, an incontestable fact. '

I avail, &c.
(Signed) JOHN ‘MORGAN, Jun.

 

.No. 237.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgait. ‘

Sir, ' v Foreign Ofil‘ce, August 20, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatchrof the 10th ultimo, inclosing a copyof' a letter addressed by you to Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afl'airee at Rio ‘deJaneiro, reporting the steps taken by the Brazilian authofitiesyoh ’.th'ev_reoeipt ofinformation that a suspicious vessel, supposed to be a slaver, had made herappearance off the southern coast ofthe’Province of Bahia ; and in reply I hoveto state to you that Her Majesty’s Government learn with satisfaction the v1g1-'lance displayed, and the prompt measures adopted, by the Brazilian authoritieson the occasion in «question. v ‘

I am, &c. ,
(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

 

No. 238.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of C'larendon.—(Received September 8.)
My Lord,

Bahia, August 9, 1856.HAVING received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco infomationthat three vessels, suspected to be slavers, had been seen off the coast of Paraiba,I communicated that information immediately to the President of this Province.I beg to hand herewith copies of despatches which show the steps Itook on that «mcasion to prevent “the disembarkation in this Province. . V V
' I have, &c. ' ‘

(Signed) 1 JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure ,1 7in No. 238. ,

«Gansul Cowper to Consul Morgan.

Sir,
Pemambuco,July 11, 1856.I HAVE ’the honour to inclose to you two copies of notices of shipssuspected 'to be engaged in Slave Trade, whichI have received, the one fromDr. Krause, Acting Vice-Consul, Paroiba, and the other from Senhor Sergio deMacedo, Presidentof the Province, in «order that you may take whatever stepsmay appear to you requisite to prevent a successful, landing of slaves on anypart of the Consulate under your charge. '
I have, &c. - ,

(Signed) ‘ H. ‘A.V COWPEB.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 238..

‘Act-in‘g Vice-C‘bnsul Krause'to Consul Cowper.

Sir, Paraz'ba, July 4, 1856.

I BEG to informlybu that a few days ago I received intelligence, from a

trustWorthy person, that in the latter end of May (date‘uncertain) two vessels,

with African blacks, approached the coast, to the northward of this city, at a

place called Barra de Caramatuba, and had Communication with the shore ; but.

a detachment of soldiers having arrived at Bahia de Traiefio, close to the said

Barra, a day or two previously, in consequence of informations that I had given

to the President that slavers might be expected on the coast, the vessels,afte1'

having got bullocks,‘ farina, and cod—fish from the shore, put out to sea, Where

they remained until they could receive instructions from this city how they were

to act, and onemis said to have gone to a place called Pipa, and the other to

Macao,'both,VI believe, in the Province of Rio Grande do‘Norte. " ‘.

Thevessels are said to have had 600 blacks on board of each, all young

and healthy, averaging from fifteen to twenty-five years, and the greater part of

them. speaking Portuguese. , ' g . .

Another vessel, .with a similar? cargo, is said to have landed them at

,Goraima, where they were all sold at Rs. 40035000 each. , .

. I imparted this intelligence to the President and Chief of Police, Who knew

nothing at all about the matter, but they promised to‘ make every inquiry on the

subject. It seems to me very surprising that they should be ignorant of this,

as my informant tells me the thing is publicly spoken of in the whole neighbour-

hood.
Two more vessels are said to be expected, and I would take the liberty of

suggesting'that one of Her Majesty’s ships be sent td 'crui'ze’On ’thise‘coast as

soon as possible.
I have, &c.

(Signed) ., HENRY KRAUSE.

 

iIhc‘losure 3 in No. 238.

The vPres'ideVnt of the Proviace of Pernambuco to Consul Cowper.

(Translation) Govei‘nme-nt House, Pemambuco, July 5, 1856.»

“HAVING » been informed that on the 2nd of May last the brig “ Pensa-

mento” left Tenerifi‘e for Benguella, going in her a brother of Francisco Riveroza;

it is suspected that this vessel is intended for the Traffic of Africans, I commu-

nicate it to Her Britannic Majesty’s consul fit this Province, H. Augustus

Cowper, for his information, and that he may adopt such measures as are in his

, power, in order that the said brig may not escape the cruizers of Her Britannia

Majesty in those places where‘she can be visited and captured.
I renew, &c. ' ‘ ' ‘

(Signed) SERGIO TEIXEIRA DE MACEDO.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 238.

Consul Morgan to the President of the Prpvt'noe of Bahia.

(TtanslationJ ‘

Most Excellent Sir, ‘ I . Bahia, July 18, 1856.

I HAVE this day received information from Pernamhuco and Paraiba,

from which it appears that -three~slave-vessels were seen off the coast of the.

latter Province, there being suspicions that the cargo of one of these was landed

and sold at a place called Goraima. ' '
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I have likewise received copy of a despatch addressed by the President of '
the Province of Pernamhuco, communicating to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul
in that city, that on the 2nd ofi May had started, from Tenerifl'e, a brig called
“ Pensamento,”r for .Benguella, going. in her a. brother of the celebrated Riverosa,and, it is suspected that this vessel is intended for the Trafiic in Africans;

I feel convinced that your Excellency will be glad to receive this infor-
mation, inasmuch as it shows that the traffickers are in communicationiwithvarious parts of the Shores of Braz‘il,~and arenot yet convinced that the countr
repels such undertakings,and as’no such attempts have been made in thisProvince, 1 confide'in the anxiety your Excellency has always shown to eradicate
this pestiferous sore. ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ' ' , - , "

‘ ‘ y " 'I renew, &c." ' “ "
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inelosure 5 in No. 238.

The President of the Province ovaah'ia to Consul Morgen.

(Translation.) Government Palace, Bahia, July 31, 1856.
I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the despatch which Mr.=Morgan,rHerBritannic Majesty’s Consul, addressed me, under. dateof the JSthinstant, and, ,thanking him. for the communication Which, he made me, of, which this Presi-

dency was already paltlysaw‘are, 1 shall continue to useall‘the means in mypower to preservethis Province from being the theatre of new criminal specu-
lations,'and-Which it already repels. 3 V v , -- a I ~ V ' ~‘ . y ‘ . , .. Irenew,&c. . .

i .t (signed), A-zFiDEV‘M. EVLIMAQQ.

 

‘ Inclosure 6. in No. 238.

Consul Morgan to Mr. Jerm'ngham, t,

Sir, . v , i Bahia, Julyv18,v1856'. , _.
, I BEG to hand you herewith copies of despatches received from Her

Majesty’s Consul at Pemambuco, relative to three suspicious vessels that were
seen off the coast of Paraiba. - , " z i “ g ‘ " u . - " v I

I have communicated their contents to“ the Commander of Her'Majesty’s
ship “ Spy,” and Ibelieve he'Will immediately proceed northward. * ,. . '_ ,

' I have equally advised the President of this Prayince 0f ‘ this fact; and his
Excellency promises to exert his usual vigilance on this coast." ' g ~ ‘ . ‘

y ' I shouldinot be Surprised if one of the vessels in question Wasthe one seen ’
off the point of'vItacar-c’l, in‘the Rio das Contas,’in the month of June’last, which
was the subject of my despatch to you of June 24. ' ' a ' , ‘ , -

I must again’beg permission to call your attention to the number of British
cruizers on this» station, now solely confined to the“ Spy.” The whole of this
coast is unprotected, and Who can foresee a. landing on some isolated point, eVen
With a11-thevigilance and honesty of this Provincial Government, when no
cruizer under the British flag is visible? ‘ ' ‘ " ~ ‘

I was about to request the Commander of' the ’“ Spy” to cruize southward;
When Mr. Consul Cowper’s despatch reached me this day, but as her pr'esenee is
more required northwards, we remain here without any cruizer to supply any4 urgentnecessity that may' arise. v: » ‘ ’ ‘ ' ~ ' ‘

' i ' I have, 850. j . « .
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 239.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of:Olarendoni—(Rweived, September 8.)

My Lord, Bahia, August 11, 1856.

WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the slaver “ Mary

E. Smith,” I have the honour to transmit, herewith, to your Lordship a transla-

tion of the declarations made by the deceased master of that schooner to the

Chief of Police of this city, from which it will be seen that the Portuguese

Consul at Baltimore is deeply impliCated in ilive—traging' venturesto Brazil.
ave, c.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Incl‘osure. in' No; 239,;

Declarations made by the late Master 6f the “Mary E. Smith.”

(Translation) . ,

JCERTIFICATE, passed by official order, and at the request of Her

Britannia Majesty’s Consul, the tenour of which being as follows, viz. :

‘I, Ladislau 'Pereira Pinto, Knight of the Imperial Order of the Rose,

Registrar of the Board of Trade, and Audit of Marine, in this ProvinCe of Bahia,

by His Imperial Majesty, &c., do hereby certify, to ali whom these presents may

come, that in my office exist the deeds of the capture, by the Brazilian brig of

war “01ind'a,” of the American schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” with 384 slaves on

hoard7 and on reviewing said deeds as regards the topics pointed out, and requested

to be certified by; superior order, the foll'oWing is therefrom extracted :~——

Interrogation made‘to Captain Vincente D. Granotich.

On the 8th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1856, in this city of

Bahia, and Hospital of Invalids, where appeared the Chief of Police and Auditor

of Marine, Francisco Liberato de Mattos, together with me, Registrar, attending

said Chief, there being present Vincente D. Cranotich, master of the schooner

“ Mary E Smith,” where he was sick and free from irons, and without the least

constraint, the said Judge proceeded in putting, to him the following questions:

On being asked if he knew the four letters presented to: him to be the

handwriting and signature of Manuel Basilio da Cunha Reis, two of which

addressed to Carvalho and Roche, merchants of' Rio de Janeiro, one under date

of 18th September, and the other of the 2nd October, 1855, and the other two

of the latter date a(ldressed, one to Augusto Ferreira d’Al-meida, and the other to
Jofio José Vienna, replied‘that from the knowledge he had. of the handwriting
and signature of the said Reis, recognizes the aforesaid letters as having been

written and signed by him. . , ,
On being asked why he said on previous interrogations that the schooner

“ Mary ,E. Smith ” had no other owner but himself, when the contrary appears by

the letters from said Cunha Reis, by‘whichit'is evident that others, and not himself,
are the owners of the said vessel,.rep1ied that, in truth, the schooner ‘? Mary E.

Smith ” belongs to Cunha Reis, Guilherme José da Silva Correa, and Joio José

Vienna, the latter of which having come on board as supercargo, he, the said depo-
‘n'ent, covering the property with his‘nam'e to enable the vessel to be dispatched as
American, and to use the respective flag, his real capacity being that of master
of the said schooner, for which service he earned the sum of 8,000 dollars.

On” being asked who was entrusted with the purchase: and fitting out of the
Schooner, and Who treated with him, deponent replied that it was Manoel
Basilio da Cunha Reis alone.

On being asked if Besides the port of Carahipe, of Which he had already
spoken in his last interrogatory, other ports were not pointed out to him for the



BRAZIL. (Consular)——Bahia. 21 1

discharge of slaves, and which were they, replied that, on the coast of Africa,
the only port that was pointed out to him was Aldea Velha, or Carahipe, in
ESPirito Saneto, as appears by a note found in an almanac, but that when Manoel
Alves da Costa Bastos went on shore at Carahipe, on his return said, that his
brother (whose name is unknown to him, deponent) not being able to receive
the cargo of slaves owing to the tumult, and steps taken by the authorities on
shore, ordered the vessel to proceed to St. Matthew’s, where he was going to
give directions for the discharge ofthe slaves. .

On being questioned if Bastos declared who was to take the management of
this afl'airat St. Matthew’s, replied in the negative.

Deponent being asked if he knew anyother ports in the Brazils where it
was intended to send slaves, and who were the owners or managers of such
coves, replied that in Espirito Sancto there was, besides the Carahipe, the Guari-
peri, adjoining Nossa Senhora da Penha, to the south of Capitania’, and in Porto
Alegre, the Bahia dos Tigres (Tiger Bay), the owners or managers of such coves
being unknown to him.

On being questioned who gave notice to the coast of Africa of the places at
which slaves could be discharged at present, and who oifered to receive them,
replied that when Cunha Reis treated with him,'deponent, he mentioned that
Guilherme Correa had wn'tten to him declaring that he had received instructions
from Brazil regarding the places at which slaves were to be landed, but did not
declare to him, deponent, the names of the parties who induced said Guilherme
to be party in the Traflic which was going to recommence: ,

V On being questioned who were the parties in the Brazils that were to
v receive the cargo, to whom was it addressed, and the vessel to be consigned,

replied that he knew nothing further than that Manoel Alves da Costa Bastos’
brother was the party who should receive the slaves at ‘Carahipe, and that once
discharged, the schooner was to proceed to Montevideo to complete her voyage,
and thence to return to Boston. ‘

On being questioned whether he knew the parties in Brazil towhom the
letters were addressed respecting the vessel and her cargo, replied that he did
not, nor did he see the letters, but that the same must have been brought by
Vianna and Bastos, who mentioned that the slaves belonging to venturers were
to their consignment, therefore they must have been in possession of the
resPective orders, as the contract that he, deponent, had made with Cunha.
Reis, was merely to undertake the navigation of the vessel. - .

On being questioned whether Bastos or Vianna had’ not mentioned to him,
at least, in the course of conversation, that Bernardino Martins Ferreira, Josio
Augusto Ferreira d’Almeida, and Antonio Francisco Guimaraes Pinheiro, partner V
of the deceased José Fortunato da Cunha, had induced Guilherme J0545 da Silva
Correa to send slaves to their consignment, and pointed out the places where he
should send them to, replied in the negative. .

On being questioned whether he knew by any other means that the
individuals above referred to have been addicted, and are actually employed in,
the Slave Trade, repiied » that their having traded a great deal to Africa is
notorious ; that it was generally reported in the United States that they
promoted the Traflic anew; and that even Bemardino Martins Ferreira had sent
orders to the Portuguese Consul at Baltimore for the purchase and fitting-out
of vessels for the Traffic of’SIaves for the coast of Brazil. '

On being questioned as to the name of the Portuguese Consul at Baltimore,
and if. he, deponen-t, knows that the said Consul executed, or was about to
execute, such orders, replied that the said Portuguese Consul was called a
Mr. Almeida ; that he is generally known by his. official title; that he is a
Brazilian subject, as he, deponent, presumes, and'was on the eve of executing
said orders, which he knows, because he, deponent, was invited by the said
Consul to take charge of a vessel belonging to the aforesaid Bernardino Martins
Ferreira, who. mentioned to him that, the Traffic to theBrazils' was'going to ,
recommence, and which he, deponent, declined on account-Uof his having been
already engaged with Cunha Reis. ‘

On being questioned whether Guilherme Correa and Cunha Reis were
Brazilian subjects, replied in the affirmative.

On being questioned if he knows Ca‘rvalho and Rocha of Rio de Janeiro,
and if they have traded, and continue to trade, in slaves for therBrazils, and also
What he knows of them with respect to the schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” and her
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cargo, rePlied that he knows Carvalho and Rocha, merchants of Rio de Janeiro,

who, in former times, as he was informed, were parties in the Traffic, but that

now he is not aware that they follow it, nor that they are compromised, directly

or indirectly, as regards the schooner “ Mary E. Smith.”
011 being questioned to whom belonged the cargo of slaves captured,

replied that the greater portion belonged to Cunha Reis and Guilherme, and the

others to difi'erent venturers, whose names were unknown to him.

On being questioned who threw overboard all the correspondence that came

by the schooner, replied that it was Vienna and Bastos, at St. Matthew’s, as

soon as they saw the brig-of-war’s boat approaching the schooner.

No further questions were put, and the above interrogations being read to

and signed by him, and subscribed. by the Judge, as being in conformity, all
which I faithfiilly attest. ‘ , .

And I, Ladislau Pereira Pinto, Registrar, Wifote these presents.
(Signed) FRANCISCO LIBERATO DE MATTOS.

VINCENTE DANIEL CRANOTICH.

Nothing further was contained in the aforesaid interrogations, which I had

faithfully extracted from the original deeds, and which is by me subscribed, and
conferred by another Registrar.

Conferred and signed in this city of Bahia, this 29th day of July, 1856.
I, Iadisla'u Pereira Pinto, Registrar, underwrite the present.
Conferred by me.

(Signed) LADISLAUV PEREIRA PINTO.
‘ J FORTUNATO C. DA COSTA DORMUND,

Registrar, ad interim.

 

. No. 240.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.»(Received September 8.)

My Lord, Bahia, August 14, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the Chief of Police of

this city has just informed me that the brother of Manoel Alves da Costa
Bastos, one of the supercargoes of the American slaver “ Mary E.. Smith,” who,

V as resident at Aldea Velha in the Province of Espirito Santo; was to have
reeeived the slaves ‘destined to he landed there from the said schooner, has been
captured by the authorities of that province, and is expected here in the first
steamer from Rio de Janeiro to take his trial, and will, I trust, receive the
reward due to his participation in that nefarious transactibn. ‘

The Chief of Police is in hopes 'of some further discovery in the impending
trial, so as to enable Government to uproot the whole of the nest of pirates who,
at Rio de Janeiro, intended to recommence slave-trading ventures to Brazil.

' I have, &c.v . ‘
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

. No. 241.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan; ‘

Sir, " Foreign Oflice, October 7, 1856.

‘ WITH reference to your despatch of the 9th of August, I have to
mform you that I approve the steps Which you took on hearing that three
vessels, suspected of being slavers, had been seen, of]? the coast of Paraiba.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 242.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendonn-u (Received November 11.)

My Lord, Bahia, September 30, 1856.
t I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the accom-

panying Lists, Nos. 1 and 2, of the trade between this port and the coast of
Africa, during the quarter ended this day. , ~

It affords me much satisfaction again to report that the Slave Trade in this
province is completely suppressed.

‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.
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No. 243.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Ctatendon.—(Recetved November 11.)

My Lord, ‘ ' Bahia, October 4, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to communicate to your Lordship that, in conse-

quence of a letter from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, respecting the departure
for Bahia, on the '4th of May, of the Portuguese brig “Africans,” formerly the
“ General Rego,” I acquainted the Brazilian authorities of there being strong
suspicions that she was about to be employed in Slave Traflic.

Upon the arrival of the “Africano 3’ at this port on the 20th of June, she
was minutely searched by the police, as was also the cargo on board, but nothing
was discovered to implicate the vessel.

After her discharge she loaded a cargo consisting of rum, tobacco, &c., and
sailed, on the 1st instant, for the coast of Africa. a

The proceedings of the parties connected With the “Africano ” during her
stay at Bahia have been carefully watched by the authorities, who are ever ready
to adopt any measures to. prevent the resumption ofthe Slave Trade,

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun. ,

‘ No. 244.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 11.) ,

My Lord, _ ‘ Bahia, October 10, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship copy of a letter I consi-

dered it my duty to address to Mr. T. Giolma, a British subject and a native of
Gibraltar, on the occasion of the establishment in this city of the “Previ-
dencia” Company for insuring the lives of- slaves, and of Which he figures as
manager, having affixed his name to the prospectus issued through the public
papers. ,

I conceived that the very fact of a British subject figuring as manager of
such an institution was illegal by our law, and the more so as one of the condi-
tions imposed by the statutes of the said Company declares that the assured,‘
besides the stipulations of the general insurance, were bound to pay an extra
% per cent. to the agency, and l per cent. for the risk incurred by a change of
residenceof the slaves from one province to another of the Empire; and that
thereby the aiding and abetting, as pointed out by the Act ,5 Geo. IV, cap. 113,
sec. 8, appeared to me self-evident. '

Mr. Giolma, in his reply, tries to oppose the sense implied inthe Company’s
prospectus, because the word “embark ” is not mentioned; but your Lordship,
from the inclosed translation of the paragraph in question, will, no doubt, find
that I have not forced the interpretation which that article evidently intended to
convey to the public ; and this is further grounded on the fact that the Previ-
dencia Company has no other branch but the one now established in this city,
and that they are about to establish another at Pernambuco, also under the
management of a British subject, by name Mr. Charles Nathan. , _

Your Lordship is aware of the number Of slaves that are annually sent
coastwise, both from this city and Pernambuco, to Rio de Janeiro. This legat-
lized Traffic was first mentioned by me‘in my despatch of the 17th February,
1853, and has gone on steadily increasing ever since ; [but if-British subjects are
to be interested parties as managers of such institutions, it may hereafter tend
to give greater force to such unprincipled speculations, on' the plea that British
agents in Brazil have not thought proper to denounce its existence. ‘ ,. ,,

If slavery has been stigmatised as inconsistent with the principles of Chris-
' tianity, and the attainment of its abolition the constant aim of Her Majesty’s
Government, the insurance of the lives of slaves Will of itself; in my humble
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opinion, be the greatest bar to that blessed boon, as it will create such a powerful
interest in the preservation of slavery that it must ultimately defeat its so much
wished-for extinction.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 244.

Consul Morgan to Mr. 'G'iolma.

Sir, Bahia, October 1, 1856.

I HAVE seen in the public papers the prospectus of the Previdencia
Company, established at Rio de Janeiro for the insurance of the lives of slaves,

and of which a branch has likewise been formed in this city, under your manage-
ment and inspection. '

, It is not my purpose to enter into the merits of such an institution, or to
question the rights of the subjects of the Empire to further their own interests

in the manner proposed, but when I see the name of a British subject styling
himself manager of a Company for the insurance of the lives of slaves, I conceive
that he is exposing himself, perhaps unknowingly, to the penalties attached by
his participation in such acts, which are prohibited him to perform, even in a.
foreign country. - ,. _ v ‘

Although the Acts of Parliament do not positively make mention of the
“insurance of the lives of slaves.” but merely refer to the insurance of slaves,
yet I hold that every British subject is bound to respect the spirit of that law,
which never could contemplate any equivocation as to its intent or purport.
But were I wrong in my interpretation, the fact alone that the Company include
in their risks the insurance of the lives of slaves when they embark from one
province to another of the Empire, for which an extra per—centage is demanded,
appears to me to be more than sufficient to prove that, whatever position you
hold under the Company, Whether as manager or clerk, you aid and abet in
performing an act clearly prohibited in 5 Geo.'IV, cap. 113, sec. 8.

The'Act 6 '8: 7 Vict., cap. 98, is equally stringent on the same point.-
In calling your attention to this subject I conceive'I am only performing a

public duty; but, in order that I may justify the step I have taken, it is my
intention .to lay the question before the Earl of Clarendon, for his information,
and ulterior instructions.

. ' I have, &c.
(Signed) . JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

' Inclosure 2 in No. 244.

Mr. Giclma to Consul Morgan.

Sir, , , , Bahia, October 2, 1856.

IN reply to the letter you were kind enough to address to merelative to
the Prev1deneia Negro Life Insurance Company, I have only to state that my
management of the branch established in this city, merely has reference to the
accounts to be rendered to the directors at Rio de Janeiro, The medical men
for the examination of the slaves, the directors have appointed, for which pur-
pose they sent up an especial agent, and who likewise appointed the cash—keeper,
collector, and other clerks. I have nothing whatever to do with the slaves,
further than to see that the life policy be made out and delivered to the
proprletor afterwards; the medical men being the parties who accept the risk
offered, and it is upon their certificate that the policy of insurance is made out.
I send you a, medical certificate, but cannot give you a policy, as they are bound
1n a. book and numbered to conform to the register. .

_ The orders all come from Rio, and I here transmit them to the directors
or any other persons for whom they may be intended. I keep the statistics of
the, Insurances and mortality here, and forward same to the directors at Rio at
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the end of every month—copies of everything, not even a journal or ledgerls
kept here, all being written up at Rio from thecopies mentioned.

Relative to the article you refer to as beingIn the conditions, youwill see that
the additional 1 per cent is not as a sea risk: it says merely “ pelo risco da.
mudanga da humaprovincia a outra; ” this refers either to sea or land, and1s an
additional per—centage tothe annual premium. The Company do not undertake
maritime risks upon slaves: your expressing “ embark ” altei's the meaning of
the sentence.

I am not a shareholder, nor have I any influence over the directors at Rio
de Janeiro, b11t am simply a chief clerk for the accounts, Without eve11 being the
book-keeper. '

I trust, therefme, that you will in your Correspondence With the Earl of
Clalendon, clearly poiht out my position1n the Company, as it would be exceed-
ingly disagreeableto be obliged to resign my post, and which I accepted With
the firm’ conviction that I was in no Way aiding or abetting the continuation of
slavery.

The published conditions I inclose foi' your govei-nment, to Which, you Will
see, is only subscribed the name of the Secretary of the Directory.

, I have, &c.
(Signed) ‘ ' THOS. ‘GIOLMA.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 244.

Ewiractfrom the P1ospectus of the Previdencia Negro I/ife Insurhnce Company.

(Translation.)

BESIDES the premiums stipulated inthese conditions, the assured Will
make a. further payment of 5 per cent. to the agency, and -1 per cent. for the
risk incurred by a change of residence from one province to another. This
change can only take place after a previous participation, and to such places only
Where agencies of this company are established. . _

 

No. 245.

00113111Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Rece1'ved Novemher 1.)

My Lord, ' " Bahia, October 14,1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of 20th of August, stating the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Govem—
ment in the vigilance displayed, and the measures adopted, by the Brazilian
authorities at Bahia, for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

I have, &c. ‘ i
‘ (Signed) ’ JOHN MORGAN, Jan

 

No. 246

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 9.)

My Lord, ‘ Bahia,Novemberl1, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit hei'ewith to your Lordship, a translation

of a. correspondence I have lately had With the PreSident of this province, conse-
quent on the arrivalin this port of I-IeI Majestys brigafitine “ Spy ” from Rio de
Janen-o, With the repmt that inf01mation had been given to Her Majesty’s
Legation of a. disembarkation of slaves at Assu, forty miles to the northward of
this city.

Although I saw therewas not the slightest foundation forsuch a 1eport,
inasméichas the traders have no chance111 this province, from the good faith and

LASS B.
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vigilance evinced by its authorities in the suppression of the Traffic, I neverthe-
less had no option left me in this instance but to conllmunieate With the Presi—
dent on the subject, as the ‘F Spy ” was specially dlsPatehed to this port, to
inquire into the afl'air, by the Rear-Admiral Commander-m-chief. ‘

From the reply of the President, your Lordship W111 see that the Provincial
Government did not hesitate one moment to take steps to verify the report in
question by sending a force to Assn, and the result is, 'as I had expected, that
no such landing there ever-took place. . ' . .

Your Lordship will also observe that the Pres1dent was hkerse cognlzant
of the sailing of the slaver said to have left Portugal on the 26th of August last,
and which was expected to attempt a landing either at Caravellas to the south-
ward of this province, or at Ilha do Trigo in St. Catherine’s.

I have, 850.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure l in No. 246.

Consul Morgan to the President of the Province of Bahia.

(TransiatiOn.)
Illustrious and most Excellent Sir, Bahia, November 4, 1856.

ALTHOUGH I am rather surprised at the information I have just received
from the commander of Her Majesty’s brigantine “5 Spy,” of a disembarkation of
Africans having been effected at Assn, in this rovince—information that has
reached Her Britannia Majesty’s Legation. at R10 de Janeiro,‘ but to Which I
cannot give credence—it is. my duty, notwithstanding, to make it‘ known to
your Excellency. . .

I feel persuaded that if such a disembarkatioh had taken place, the truth
could not have been kept secret, especially at sop short a distance from this
cit '.

y I have also to add. that it is equally reported that a vessel is shortly
expected from the coast of Africa, having left Oporto on the 26th of August
last, and Which vase! is supposed will call either at the Ilha do Trigo, near
St. Catherine’s, or will attempt a landing near Caravellas, in this province.
This slaver is to hoist at her foremast a signal flag, red and white, and a number
of canoes are to be ready at each place, to assist the projected landing of
Africans.

I have, 8150.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun
 

Inclosure 2 in No. 246.

The President of the Province of Bahia to Consul Morgan.

Palace of the Govefnment at Bahia,
(Translation.) . November 6, 1856.

ALTHOUGH I have no grounds to enable me to credit the correctness of
the information given to Mr. J; Morgan, Jun., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul,
by the commander of the brigantine “ Spy,” of a disembarkation of Africans at
the port of Assn, which opinion the said Consul appears likewise to entertain,
nevertheless, desirous that upon a. matter in Which the Imperial Government is
so interested to prevent and to punish, no doubt should exist thereon, I ordered,
yesterday, the Government piloteboat “ Montserrate ” to proceed to that point,
with troops on board, to inquire into the fact, and to seize the persons of such indivi—
duals as may be found. connected with so nefarious a crime; and I have transmitted '
instructions as shall not leave the slightest doubt of the inexactness of such a
report. To the Delegate of Police of Abrantes, to whose district belongs that
port, I have communicated that report, and have ordered him to co-operate with
the force now sent, and to prosecute inquiries in the sense of the discovery of
the truth. '

With reference to the information ‘of a slaver suspected to be destined for
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Caravellas, which Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul alSo mentions in his, despatch
of the 4th instant, I have to state that an equal denunciation was already
received at the Police Court of Rio de Janeiro, which has been communicated to
this Presidency by the Minister‘of Justice, and which I have made known'to' the
authorities of the south. I have also ordered one of the vessels of war belonging
to this station to proceed thence, and to make a vigorous cruize along the
suspected points. ‘ '

Ithank. the Consul of Her Britannia Majesty for the goodness he had in
promptly achainting me with the information he received from the commander
of the “ Spy ;” and on this occasion I renew to him my assurance that this
Presidency is not disposed to spare any means at its disposal to repress and to
punish the Traflic, should it, by any misfortune, be ever revived in this province,
because this is its duty, as it is by orders and recommendations received flow the
Imperial Government.

(Signed) J. L, V. CANSANCAO DE SINIMBU‘.‘

 

\ No. 247. _ ,

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received December 9.)

My Lord, ' Bahia, November 11, 1856. t
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 7th ultimo, conveying to me your Lordship’s approval of
the course I pursued in relation to some suspected slave-vesselsthat had been
seen off the coast of Paraiba. v

 

I have, 8w. '
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun. -,

No. 248.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 18, 1856.
I HAVE received your deSpatch of the 11th of November, inclosing

copies of the confespondence which passed between you and the President of the t
Province of Bahia, with regard to a reported attempt to land slaves at Assn, in
consequence of which report Her Majesty’s brigantine “Spy ” was sent from Rio
de Janeiro to Bahia. ‘ . .I have to acquaint you, that I approve your proceedings. in this matter, and
l have to state that it is with great satisfaction that Her Majesty’s Government
have learnt the vigilance and zeal so hono‘tirably manifested‘by the President and
authorities of Bahia. in preventing a renewal of the Slave Trade.

I am, _&c. -
(Signed) » CLARENDON.

 

No. 249‘.

_ The Earl qf Clarendon to Consul Morgan.

‘ - Foreign Oflice, January 27, 1857.
_ I HAVE received your despatch of the 10th of October last, inelosingf ,

copies of a correspondence which» you have had with a British subject named -Giolma, who has. undertaken the management of a. Company established for
Insuring the lives of slaves ; and I have to acquaint you that I have consulted
the proper Law Officers of the Crownwith regard to the question of the legality
of Mr. Giolma’s preceedings iii this afl'air, and that they'are of opinion that the
enactments of the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, secs. 2 and 8, are directed against

«the insurance of adventures in slaves, and not in terms against insuranceseffected on their lives, and that therefore M .Giolma is not liable to the penalties

Sll‘,
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imposed on those Who “ insure or contract for the insurance of slaves and their
procurers, counsellors, aiders, and ahettors.”

‘ ' It seems clear, however; that a. British subject in aesuming duties connected
. with effecting insurances on the lives of slaves, is acting against the spirit of the
statute ; but in order to affect Mr. Giolma criminally, he must be shown to come
within its direct enactments, which in- this case cannot, it would appear, be
done. '

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 250; ‘

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.——(R;eccived February 14,1857.)

My Lord, ‘ ' ' ‘ Bahia, Debember 31, 1856;'

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the half-yearly
Return of the prices of slaves in this city.

1 . . I have, >&c. - , h ‘
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclbsfire in No. 250.

RETURN 0f the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Bahia, at the respective

‘ ' « times undermentioned. '

 

For the half-year ending J11118 30, 18513. For the lialf~3vearleg1rg1hg December 31’”

Description.
 

Currency. , Sterling. Currency. Sterling.
 a

Reis. Reis. £ .9. d. £ 8. id. Reis. Reis. £ 5. 1!. £ a. 11.
African males}. 1. 1,100,110 1,200,;123 s to 140 0 01,320,1101,4403152 12 s to 166 10

Dimfegaalea .. , .. .. 950; 1,000,1110 16 11s 13 41,140,; 1,200,; 131 16 3 133 15

180 8 
Ditto,w1thprofessiana'. 1,7001 "2,200,1193 s 

8

8

Creole males .. .. .. 1,200,? - 1,300fil40’ 0 0 151 13 41,4441? 1,5605166 10

8

4 6
5
6
6
3
6
:

0

' 256 13 142,040,? 2,6403 235 1'7 ' 6 305 5‘

0 D1tto,femnles . .. "1,000,; 1,100,9111; 13
1

12's ‘6 8|1,2oo$' 1320,1131: 15 ’152 12 
‘ 1 V 7 t , (Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun., Consul.

V 'British Consulate, Bahia, December 31, 185 6. '

 

No. 251.

Consul Morgan to the Earl qf Clarendon.—(Received February 14, 1857.)

My Lord, _ , Bahia, December 31, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the accom—

panying Lists, Nos. 1 and 2,101' the trade between this port and the coast of

, Africa'during the. quarter ended this day; 7 - A ,

3- \ ._ - - , I have, &c, ‘
(Signed) , 1 JOHN MORGAN, Jun.
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No. 252.

Consul Morgan to the_ Earl of Clarendonr-(Received March 24.)

My Lord, , Bahia, February 23, 1857.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the recqipt of your Lordship’s despatch

of the 18th December last, approving my proceedings in regard to a reported

attempt to land slaves at Assn, in this province. - ‘

. ‘ I haw, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.
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No. 253. .
Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 24;) 1

My Lord, ‘ .VPani‘,‘ April 28, 1856.. ,
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’sdespatch dated the 24th January lastfl‘ and to thank your Lordship for ,itsexpression of approval of my proceedings wath regard to the 2 free Africans,Honorio and Laudelino, who had been sent by the Brazilian authorities fifomRio de Janeiro, to work as slaves ‘in the arsenal at Paré, as reported in mydespatch of December 1, 1855.

Ihave,&c. _ _ ,
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

No. 254.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Olarendan;—'(Received June 24;)

My Lord, Pant, April 29, 1.856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your, Lordship’sdespatch dated the 19th January lastj~ desiring me to inform your Lordshipwhether the 3 slave children, Jacinto, Ildefoneo, and, Elena, belonging toMr. Alexander Dickson, of Paré, the guardianship and temporary possessionofWhom I had assumed, are now entirely free, and if not,'what arrangements ‘have been made with regard to them. ‘ ‘On receipt of your Lordship’s despatches of the 12th ‘and 20th of Octoberlast: instructing me to give up possession of the slaveswin question,,I imme-diately placed myself in communication With the above-named Mr. Dickson,and the Judge of Orphans of this city, Senhor Maximiano Francisco Duarte, andit was arranged; as I had the honour of reporting to, your Lordship in mydespatch of the lst of January last,‘§ that the‘Judge of Orphans shouldreceive from me the slaves Jacinto and Ildefongo, and that the. girl ElenaVShouldbe registered free, and a minor in the Court of Orphans. She has been givenover to the charge of Colonel Lucidoro Loureneo da Motta, the grandfather ofMr. Dickson’s children, during her minority, With whom also Jacinta 'andI-Idefongo, as well as the slave boy Lazaro, have beenlplaced, as the property ofMr. Dickson’s infant children. . ‘The little girl Elena obtained her manumission from heroriginal owner,Mr. Dickson’s lzite wife,‘ havinga short time before her death signed a paperexpressing her wish that Elena should be fi'ee; and this document, requiring thesignature of Mr. Dickson to legalize her freedom, When he applied to me inMay 1855, to prevent his children and slaves being taken frOm him by theCourtof Orphans, I made it a condition of my interfering, that he should fulfilthe intentions of his wife towards freeing Elena, which he did by executing adeed, a copy of Which was contained in Inclosure No. 4 in mydespatch to yourLordship of July 30, 1855.” " '

'3‘ Class B, presentedvl856,No. 1.72. _ 1- Ibid;, No. 171‘. ‘1: Ibiquos. 1'68 and 169. . t § Ibid., No. 1.73.
' ' ’ || Ibid., No. 167-
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In reference to the poor boys. Jacinto, Ildefongo, and Lazaro, their fate is,
in some measure, pendingthe issue of a lawsuit between Mr. Dickson and his
father-in-law, Colonel Lueidoro Lourengo da Motta, in which the former is
endeavouring, first, to be reinstated by the Judge of Orphans as guardian of his
own children, which will again place him in possessxon of the above-named
slaves during the minority of his children ; and secondly, to obtain a redistribu-
tion of the property left by his wife, apportioning the slaves to himself, and the
landed estates to his children, it being now vice persc’i. He has ofi'ered me to
sign any document, securing the freedom of the three boys. on their attaining
their twenty-first year, if I would interfere with the authorities here, to procure
for him the accomplishment of his objects.

I beg leave to refer to the despatch which I had the honour of addressing
to your Lordship on these matters, dated} the 30th July, 1855,. wherein I

i mentioned, that in an interview I had with the then Acting President of Para,
Dr. Moraes, I stated to him Mr. Dickson’s case; and his Excellency admitted,
that the division made by the Judge of Orphans of the late Mrs. Dickson’s
property was not strictly in accordance with Brazilian law, and he promised me
that he would endeavour to persuade the Judge of Orphans to apportion the
lands to the children, and the slaves to the father. Shortly afterwards Dr. Moraes
expressed to me’ his regret, that having retired from’ the Presidency, he was
unable to fulfil his promise to me.

Your Lordship Will pardon me for adding, that I have no doubt of the
freedom of these slaves being secured on their arriving at the age of twenty-one,
if the Judge of the Court of Orphans here were instructed by the Imperial
authorities at Rio- de Janeiro t‘o apportion the slaves to Mr. Dickson, and the
lands to his children. , _

" I H ' ‘ I have,‘ &c.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

No. 255.

’ ‘ The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines.

Sir, ’ ’ Foreign'Ofiice, July'S, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 29th of April last, in which you
express an Opinion that the freedom of the 3 slaves, Jaeinto, Ildefongo, and'
Lazaro, who belonged to Mr. Dickson’s late wife, might be secured, on their
arriving at the age of twenty-one, if the Judge of the Court of Orphans at Para
were instructed by the Imperial authorities at Rio de Janeiro to apportion the
slaves to Mr. Dickson and the land to his children. ‘_

' {have to state to yen, in reply, that it appears to me that Her Majesty’s
Government would 1101: be justified in making suggestions to the Brazilian
Government, or in undertaking any ex parte interference with regard to the
lawsuit relating the late Mrs.‘ Dickson’s property which is now before. the
Brazilian Law Courts, unless item be shown that justice has been denied to
Mr. Dickson. _ *

‘ I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) , , CLARENDON. ,

 

_ , No. 256. .

Consul Vines to [the Earl of Clarendon—(Received September 81)

(Extract) - ‘ ' ' ' Pant, July 30, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, on the 4th instant, a

vessel, under the flag 0f the United States of North America, named “Eliza
Jane,” entered this port. ' ' _ 7 i V ‘

She is a fore-and-aft rigged schooner, of 127 tons burden, American
measurement. , ‘ - '

She was immediately suspected of being a slaver, and an armed boat was
placed alongside of her to watch her movements.

The statement of the master, Leander West, to the custom-house oflicers,
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that he had been on a cruiz'e‘for the last seven months in search for whales,
without finding any, and having an unusually large crew for so small a vessel, a
great number of which were Portuguese, tended to confirm these susPicions.

It was reported that the police authorities had laid an embargo on the
vessel as a slaver, and afterwards, that the United States’ Consul had satisfied
them that the “ Eliza Jane ” was a Whaler, and had embarked in a legitimate
trade, and that, on completing her shipment of fresh provisions, she would again
ut to sea.

P I addressed a private note to the President of this Province, General
Henrique de Beaurepaire Rohan, under date of the 10th instant, soliciting
information relative to the “ Eliza Jane,” and his Excellency courteously
complied with this request, sending me, as' well as replies to my inquiries, a
copyof the report of the examinations held by the Chief of Police on board the
“Eliza Jane.” translations of which documents I have the honour herewith, t0
inclose to your Lordship. , :

It appeared to me that, if the circumstances which gave rise "to the suspi-
cions that this vessel had been fitted out for the Slave Trade were not sufficient
to justify the authorities here in detaining her, it would seem almost impossible
to detect vessels engaged in that Traflie unless captured with AfriCans on board;
for that nothing could be easier than to assume a disguise (as the “ Eliza Jane ”
probably had done) which eonsisted merely in a few implements for fishing,
occupying no greater space than a boat’s oars, with utensils on deck for the
alleged purpose of boiling oil, which might be used for cooking food 'for slaves ;‘
that the statement contained in the report of the Chief of Police, that the hold
of the vessel was filled with easks, was intended, no doubt, to convey the impres-
sion that there was no room for slaves, but these casks,,when taken. to pieces,
would occupy only a small space as“ staves ;--and it struck, me that the vessel

' might even have landed a cargo of slaves on this coast, else why visit this port,
so altogether, out of the latitude of the whale fishery, this being the» single instance
of a Whaler ever Visiting Para ; and this appeared a point which had‘escaped the
notice of the police authorities in their report of the examinations, It was, too,
extraordinary that the police magistrate should make an exception in this case
to the usual practice of searching the persons and private papers of the master
and crew, suspected, as they were, of the crime of being engaged in a nefarious
Traffic.

During an interview which I had with the President, I stated to him the
foregoing impressions on my mind.

His Excellency evinced a laudable anxiety to elucidate the matter, and
assured me that he was deeply interested in detaining the ;“El__z'za Jane,” if he,
could prove that 'she was embarked in a Slave Trade expedition; for that he
had received most positive instructions from the Imperial authorities before
leaving Rio de Janeiro for the government of this province to use his best efforts
to suppress that Tratfic. , . V , . ,

”He read to me a description of a slaver, the main features Of which, he
observed, were wanting in the “ Eliza Jane,” namely, unusually-large hatchways,
decks not caulked, and a great number of firearms, with chains and manacles to
secure the slaves. ' - = . ' .1 . ‘-

The “Eliza Jane” cleared the custom-house here for Edgartown on the
14th instant, and sailed from Para on the 16th; but as it was generally knoWn
to have been the masteh"s intention to proceed" in a southerly direction, to
resume, as he alleged, his, search, for: whales, “1 reported this ‘case to MnJeI-ning-
ham, Her Majesty’s Charge d’AEaires at Rio de Janeiro, in a desp'atch’ under
date of the 16th instant, transmitting therewith copies of the inclosures.

 

Inclosure 1 in Not 256. ,

Consul Vines to the President of the Province of Pant. '

M. 16 President, , . . ‘ . , Pam, 06 10 Juillet, 1856.
.VO_US me pardonnerez, j’en suis- convaincu, ma deinande, enxfaveur du

motif qu1 me porte a venir faire un appel a votre complaisance.
Un‘navire du pavillOn des Etats Unis d’Amérique, nommé 'le “ Eliza Jane,”

est egtre dagsce port le 4 du courant, et le btiuitse répande que les employés
LABS . '
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'de 15. do‘uane de cette ville out des soupgons qu’i‘lv a été employé dans le Trafique
des Esclaves; et ea méme bruit je vous prie de me permettre de’ m’en servir
d’excuse auprés de votre‘ Excellence pour demander la faveur de me procurer
des réponses au questions ci-inclues, qui ont rapport A ce dit navire.

‘ J ’ofi’re, &c.
(Signé) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 256.

The President of the Province of Parti to Cdnsul Vines.

M. 1e Consul, Perri, le 16 Juillet, 1856. ,

J’AI l’honneu'r de vous remettre la copie (163 documents sur “Z’Eliz’a
Jame.”

Agréez, &c.
(Signé) HENRIQUE DE BEAUREPAIRE ROHAN.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 256.

Consul Vines-to the President of the Province of Parti.

M. le Présidént, Pard, cs 18 Juillet, 1856.
JE m’empresse devous ofl'rixr mes sincéres Ivemerciments pour la faveur que

vous m’avez faite en m’envoyan‘t les documentsflonnant les renseignements sur le
fiavire des Etats Unis “ l’Elz'za June,” at ce sera avec une satisfaction extréme
Que je les enverrai au Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Bfitannique, gui les recevra’,
'j’en suis convaiucu, comma une‘ nouvelle- preuve de la bonne f01 du Gouverne-
meat Impérial de Brésil, et de sa détermmatl’on de marcher d’accord avec celui
de la Grande Bretagne pour la répression du Trafique des Esclaves.

Je p'rie, 8w.
(Signé) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 256.

Report of the Examinations on the mneriwn fpre-and4qft Schooner (Hiate)
“Eliza Janef" ‘ ‘

[See Inclosure 2 in No. 167]
 

Inclosure 5 in No; 256.

Report. of Ehaminations held on board the American fore-and-aft Schooner
‘ “ Eliza. Jane.”

[See Inclosfire 3 in No. 167.]

 

N0; 257.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines;

Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 7,1856. '
I HAVE; received your despatch of the 30th of July, reporting, that

the American schooner “ Eliza Jane” had entered the port of Paré under
circumstances warranting the belief that she was a. slaver; and I have to inform
you that I approve your proceedings with regard to this vessel.

, I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.-
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No. 258.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Olarendon.—-(Reccived December 6.) -

My Lord, I Pant, September 29, 1856.
I HAVE the honour' 'to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated the 8th of July last,’ informing me, in reply to the opinion
which I had expressed in my despatch of the 29th Aptil, that the freedom of the
3 slaves, Jacinto, Ildefongo, and Lazaro, might be effected on their completing
their twenty-first year, if they were apportioned to Mr. Dickson, and the land to
his children, that with regard to the lawsuit relating. to this property, Her
Majesty’s Government could not interfere unless it could be shown that justice
had been denied MrJDickson.’ ' ‘ - ' v

To enable me to lay before your Lordship a clear and ample detail of
Mr. Dickson’s laW—suit, I employed one of the most eminent lawyers of this city,
Dr. John Paes de Souza, to furnish me with a legal opinion upon the subject of
Mr. Dickson’s complaint that justice had been denied him, and to procure from
the Court of Orphans copies of all the documents relating to the case.
Dr. Paes de Souza, after examining into the affair, informed me that there could
be no doubt that Mr. Dickson had been unjustly deprived of his children, and.
that as to the division of the property, the law certainly recommended that the
slaves, being personal property, should be allotted to the father, and that the
uniform practice had been departed from in this instance ; that on pointing out
to the Judge of Orphans, Senhor Dr. MaximianoFrancisco Duarte, the injustice
done to Mr. Dickson and the irregularity of the proceedings, that functionary
admitted there was reason to complain, but said they were the acts of his
predecessors, who had been merely judges pro tem,, not belonging to = the legal
profession; that he would not be bound by their judgments, and would, as
early as the forms of the Court permitted him, reinstate MnDickson as guardian
of his children, and if it could be shown that their interests would not be
injured by' an alteration in the distribution of the property, that he would ‘
apportion the land to them, and the slaves to the father.

I then explained to Dr. Paes de Souza, that'my object was to secure the
freedom of the slaves, and that I did not feel myself authorized to interfere
further in the matter than to transmit to your Lordship copies of those illegal
proceedings, unless that object were attained. . Dr, Paes de Souza assured me
in reply that he had no doubt of my being able to accomplish the manumi‘ssion
of the slaves, as the Judge of Orphans would do everything in his power to
remove all cause of complaint that Her Majesty’s Government might ha'Ve,
that justice had been denied to Mr. Dickson. ' ‘ , ' *

It appears, and Dr. Paes de Souza hinted as much'to me, that Dr. M. F.
Duarte, who for the last year has held the office of Judge of the Court of
Orphans in this city, is most ' anxious to prevent these illegal proceedings
becoming a suhject-matter of intervention, between Her Majesty’s Government
and that of Brazil, lest he should be called upon by the latter to explain
why he allowed so long a period to elapse since entering upon his functions,

' without reversing the illegal decisions of his predecessOrs‘. * .' ’
I hope that in the course. of a month or two, I shall be abletov report to ’

your Lordship the satisfactory termination of these proceedings, pending the
settlement of which, I thought it desirable to obtain from Mr. Dickson a‘
deed of afi‘ranchisement of the slaves Jacinto, Ildefoneo, and Lazaro, on their
attaining respectively the age of twentycone, a copy of which I beg leave here-
with to transmit to your Lordship. ' ‘ 7 : ‘ ’

' .Ihave,'&c., V ‘ - ,
* (Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosure in No. 258.

Declaration.

I, THE UnderSigned, declare that as soon as the competent Judge appor-~
tions to me theslaves as my share, Conformably to law, Which,» 'by the division of
the effects of mydeceased wife Dofia Antonio Fiorinda Freire da Motta, were
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apportioned to my sons,‘ the said slaves named Jacinto, aged 16 years, Lazaro,
aged 15 years, and Ildefongo, aged 9 years, I will consider them entitled to
their freedom arriving at the age of 21 years; bythis, Jacinto will be considered
free in 1862, Lazaro in 1863, and Ildef'ongo in 1868, the said slaves being
obliged to remain with me until the period that I mark for their manumission.

To testify which I write this with, my ow‘n‘hand, and sign it with two
witnesses. \ , v

Pard, September 20, 1856. ' ; v , , - .
, , (Signed) , ALEXANDER DICKSON; .

, Witnesses: , , t . , ,
' (Signed) 'HENRY DICKENSON.

JOAO PAEs DE SOUZA. ~ . -
SAMUEL VINES, Her Britannia Majesty’sConsul.

 

’ No. 259. _

The; 'Earl of Shelburne to Consul Vines.

Sir, I 6 Foreign Ofice, December 8, 1856.
I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of

your despatch of the 29th of September last, by which it appears that the
Court of Orphans at Para acted irregularly in depriving Mr. Dickson of the
custody of the young slaves who belonged to his late wife. v

Lord Clarendon trusts that the present Judge of the Court of Orphans Will
lose no time in doing justice to Mr. Dickson in this matter; but if it should not
be soon settled satisfactorily, his Lordship desires me to state that Her Majesty’s
Government must bring the whole case before the Brazilian Government.

I am, &c.
(Signed) SHELBURNE. .

 

’ No. 260.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Olarendon.-—(Received December 9.)

My Lord, _ ‘ ‘ Pard, October 30, 1856.
IN reference to the despatch dated the 29th ultimo, which I had '

the honour to address to your Lordship, respecting the 'manumission of the
. 3 slaves, Jacinto, Ildefongo, and Lazaro, forming part of , the personal property
Mr. Alexander Diskson, of this city, a British subject, I am sorry to have to
report to your Lordship that I have, been grievously disappointed in the hope I
then expressed, of being able, shortly, to transmit to your Lordship an account
of the favourable termination of those proceedings. v . , V

Notwithstanding that 'Mr. Alexander Dickson had executed a deed of
afi'ranchisement in favour of the 3 slaves above-mentioned, and that, after much
tergivefsation, the Judge of Orphans, Dr. Maximiano'Frapcisco Duarte, to whom
the matter stood referred, had issued a formal order that the 3 slaves should be
placed at the disposition of Mr. Alexander Dickson, that order remains unex-
ecuted to this day. ‘ . ' -

I found, indeed, that the Judge of Orphans, as well as the President of this
province, General Henrique de Beaurepaire Rohan, had been trifling with me in
this matter, as it was reported to me that Colonel da Motta, Mr. Dickson’s father-
in-law, who hoids'illegal possession of the 3 slaves in question, was intending to
sell those slaves ; wherefore I considered it my duty t6 lose no time in requesting
the President toenforce the order (if the Court of Orphans, as just mentioned,
and in submitting the matter (by the earliest mail) to Her Majesty’s Legation at
Rio de Janeiro. '

I accordingly included a representation on this subject in a despatch Which I
addressed to the President 011 the 10th of this month, in which I complained of

. the needless delays with which I had been met in this matter, and demanded the
' execution of the Judge’s order above referred to. ' -
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An extract, being a copy of that portion of the despatch in question which
relates to this particular matter,'I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship
in the Inclosure No. 1. _

To this representation I have received no reply. Nevertheless I am under no
immediate apprehension that, the sale of the slaves Will be effected, as slow legal
formalities would have 'to be gone through, and as I addressed a despatch on
this subject to Mr. Jerningham, Her' Majesty’s Chargé d’Afi'aires at Rio de
Janeiro, under date of the 17th of this month (a copy of Which forms IncloSure
No.2). ‘ ‘ i, . ‘. ~ = -

As I recapitulated the whole of the case, and stated it in’detail, up to the .
date of that cemmunication, and as your Lordship is already in possession of the
antecedent particulars in this matter, I have thought that your Lordship would
prefer that I should not re-enter into details. " *' t

' » ' 7 I have, 8w.
'I”(Signed) - ,, SAMUEL ‘VINES.
 

‘ Inclkosurevl in' No; 260. , . ._

Consul Vines to the President of the Province of Pam, Octoher' 10, 1856. ,

i i , [See IncloSure 3 in No. 196;] ,,

 

I IncIoeurev 2 it‘ll No. 2'60.- , ,

Consul Vinesto Mr. Jernt'hghahz, October} 17, I856; _ ‘ 7 i

' I ’ [See Inciosu‘re‘ 1- in No. 196.] 1'
 

No. 261. , ‘

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines. f '

Sir, - ‘ ~ Foreign Office, December-IQ, 1856. ,
WITH reference to your despatch of the 30th of October, I- have to

v inform you that I approve of' the steps Which you have taken for the purpose of
obtaining the reversal of the decree pronounced by the late Acting Judge of
Orphans at Paré, 'which deprived Mr. Dickson of the guardianship of his
children and of the custody of his late wife’s slaves. I have to acquaint you
thatI have instructeer. Scarlett to make a representation to the Brazilian
Government, in conformity With the statement of facts contained in your letter
to Mr. Jerningham of the 17th of October, and to request that the authorities of
Para’t may be directed to restore to Mr. Dickson the guardianship of his children,
'and the exercise of such rights With regard to his , late'wife’s slaves,‘as may
enable him to carry into effect his intention to secure Itheir manumission.

. ' > ‘ ~v v - am, &c. A

(Signed . CLARENDON.

 

No. 262. ,

Consul Vince to the Earl of Clarendon.———.(Received Jaynu-ary 14,1857.)

My Lord, ~ ‘ Pant, November 27, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yOur Lordship’s

despatch under date of the 7th ultimo, respecting the case of the “Eliza
Jane,” an American schooner which \ visited this port, under- circumstances
calculated to lead to the suspicion that such vessel was engaged in the Slave
Trade; and I beg 'most respectfully to thank your Lordship fat the approval ,
conveyed in that despatch. , . t . - . , ‘

, I have, &c.
_ (Signed) ’SAMUELMVINES.
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No. 263.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received March 24:.) ,

My Lord, _ Pant, January 21, 1857.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, during the year ending

on the 3lst of December, 1856, no vessel has arrived atthisport from the coast

of Africa, and that no vessel has left this port for the coast of Africa. _

The number of slaVes who have obtained their freedom during the past year 9

is officially stated at 15 persons ; but this return is gnost imperfect, owing to the

fact that very few emancipated slaves are at the pains to “register ” their
manumission. -

The number of slaves imported into this province from the southern ports

of Brazil, is officially stated at 212 persons ; and the number exported from this

province to the other ports of this Empire, is offieially stated at 167 persons.

The fugitive slave settlements, mentioned in my despatch of the 28th of

January, 1856, continue to be maintained, notwithstanding every effort of the

GoVeI-nment against them. I am told that some of them have removed their-

cantonments to more distant and inaccessible positions ; and that the authorities

of this province, despairing of any successful foray against them, have res"olved

not to molest them,‘ unless they should attempt piratical excursions upon the

navigable part of the Amazon and its continents.

Inclosed herewith I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Return
of the nominal quantities of produce, obtained by means of slave-labour, in the

Provinces of Paré. and the Amazons, and exported from this port during the past
year. But although the declared value of this produce exhibits a great increase

over that exported in 1855, no inference can be drawn from this fact respecting

the number of slaves employed. The difference Qf quantities and value has been

purely the result of a far more adVantageous and prolific season, and of a very
active demand in foreign markets (at greatly increased prices) for the produce in

question, especially as to cocoa for the French market.
The health of the slave population, since the extinction of the cholera at

the close of 1855, has been generally satisfactory ; but these provinces have not
recovered from the loss of such'numbers of their labouring population as fell
during the fatal season of 1855 ; and it is evident, on all hands, that the
numbers of slaves owned by the proprietors in these provinces, is still as much
reduced as it was at the beginning of last year. . i

A W I have, 8w.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES..

 

, Inclosure in No.1263.

STATEMENT of the Amount and Value ef Exports of staple Productions from the Provinces of Paré
and of the Amazons, the result of Slave Labour, during the year 1856.

 

Description of ‘
Produce. 'Quantities. v smiling Value.

 

Tons cwts. qrs. 1115. 36 s. d.
.Annatto .. .. .. 141 2 2 8 5,659 16 10

Rice,c1ean Q. .. 1,033 o 0 5,686 16 4

Cocoa .. .. I 2,35014 2

0

Rice, in husk .. .. 1,552 7 0 0 6,40310 3

s 113,12816‘ 3

0Tapioca .. ‘ .'. 122 5 l 1' . 2,31112 1

Cotton .. .. 33 3_ 2 20 1,199 6 10 ,

Sugar .. .. .. 92' 12 o 0 45456 '7 6
   Total value i . . . . £138,846 6 1
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No. 264.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 24.)

My Lord, Pant, January 24, 1857.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

dated the 8th of December last, respecting the unlawful detention of the
children and slaves of Mr. Alexander Dickson, notwithstanding a nugatory legal _
decision in his favour in the Court of Orphans of this city.

I beg leave also to thank your Lordship for the assurance that your Lord-
ship would represent the whole case to the Brazilian Government, unless the
law should be-promptly complied with, so as to restore Mr. Dickson to the
guardianship of his children and slaves, all of whom are minors. , ‘

Fortified With your Lordship’s abovefnamed despatch, I waited upon the
President of this Province, General Henrique dell Beaurepaire Rohan, on the
14th of this month, and then reopened the case with his Excellency, by explain-
ing the resolution which your Lordship had taken in the matter.

The President then promised me that he would instruct the Judge of
Orphans to do his duty in the matter promptly ;" and 'on-the‘22nd of thisinonth
I received a private note, of which the inclosed ' is a copy, from ‘his Excelleney,
assuring me that the decision of the Court of Orphans should be definitively '
pronounced, in Conformity With my wishes, as soon as the vacation was over,
that is, in the beginning of next month.

On the 23rd of this month, having occasion again ,to wait upon his Excel-
lency, I took the opportunity of thanking him for his attention respecting
Mr. Dickson’s case ; and I then received from the President a formal permission
to use his above-named note as an official communication, and to forward a copy
thereof to your Lordship. - ' , . , . .

The President admitted to me in this last—named interview, that the case of
Mr. Dickson was as clear as possible, and that the complainant had been most
shamefully treated by‘the Court of Orphans. . V , .

Under these circumstances, I now trust I shall shortly be _ able to report to
your Lordship that this troublesome .case has been so ’far satisfactorily closed,
inasmuch as the deed of affranchisement, executed by Mr. Dickson in, favour of
the 3 young slaves, Jacinto, Lazaro, and 'Ildefongo (a ' copy of which“ deed
was inclosed in my despatch of the 29th September, 1856), will come into force;

' ' I have, &c’. ' ’ .‘
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.” '
 

‘ y Idoldsure in No. 264. _

The President of the Province of Pant to Consul Vines. ‘

M. 1e Consul, ‘ I ' , I Pant, le 22 Janvier,‘ 1857'.
LE Juiz dos Orphfios, a qui j’ai parlé 's-ur l’afl'aire Dickson, m’a répondu

qu’aprés les vacaHCes il déciderait 1a question comme'vous 1e désirez. Avant lat
fin des vacances de pareils actes ne peuvent pas avoir lieu.

Je rofite, &c.

 

(Signé H. DE BEAUREPAIRE ROHAN.

N0. 265. ' ‘ .

V _, TheiEarI of Clarendon ta Consul Vines.

VSir, ‘ ' Foreign Ofice, March’30,‘ 1857,
, I HAVE received your :despatbh of the 24th January last, reporting
the steps taken by you in the case of MrgDickson’s slaves and children, Who
were unlawfiilly removed from his custody by the Brazilian authorities; and I ,
have to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings in this matter, as reported
in your above-mentioned despatch. , .

Iam, &c. .
(Signed) V ' CLARENDON.
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, -No.1266. ‘ ,

_ Cami Cowper to the Edrl erOlafendonr—(Received May 16.) '

My Lord, V 1 t y ‘ “Pernambiucov, Apfil 15,1856.

. I HAVE much satisfaction in stating that no overt act of foreign Slave

Trade has occurred within the limits of this Consulate during the pastquarter.
I have, &c. . ‘

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

, No. 267. ,

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received May 16.)

My Lord, ' .‘Pernambueo,.April 15, 1856.

I DEEM it desirable that the following fact should be brought under the
consideration of your Lordship : . .

A‘ liberal rate of interest upon all monies actually employed, in its forma-

tion, has been guaranteed by, the Imperial and Provincial Governments to two

British subjects, for the purpose of constructing a railway from this city to Agua

Preta, and, ultimately, to the Rio San Franeisco ; upon this guarantee a

Company has been formed in England, the neeessary capital subscribed, and

the contractor for the formation of the line is actually engaged upon it.

One of the conditions of the Imperial concession was, that none but free

people should be employed by the Company, and the prospectus, a copy of

1 which I inclose, holds this fact out as an inducement to the people of England to

embark their capital in the undertaking. » ‘
I find, however, that the contractors do not intend to carry out this arrange-

ment, and Contend that they may employ slaves indirectly, without infringing

it; thus, that if they employ a ‘sub-contractor, being a. .free'man, toeonstruct

any portion of the road, and he does so by slave labour, no breach of engage-

ment can be charged against them. ' v 1 *

This course of argument appears to me to be an evasion of their contract

with the Imperial and Provincial Governments upon the one hand, and with the

British public upon the other,— and is not supported, as they 'contend, by Article 12,

or even by the plea of necessity, for his'Excellency the President informed me

yesterday, that he had offered and could obtain for them 1,000 Indians whenever
they required them. _

I take the liberty of" submitting this case for your Lordship’s consideration
and- judgment, for which purpose I inclose copies 'of the Articles in question,

and would press upon‘your Lordship’s attention the fact, that a new and exten-
sive employment of‘ slaves in this Province must inevitably offer additional
encOuragement to the African slave-traders‘. ' ‘ '

‘ * ' ' Ihave,&c. 7 ~ ;
(Signed) ‘H; AUGUSTUS COWPER.‘
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Ihelosure ] in No. 267'.

Articles 9 and 12 of the Im’perial Decree respecting the Co‘nstmction‘ofa
, ' Railway in the Province'of Pemambuco. ' - u ' .

Article 9._ THE Company binds itself not to possess slavesrandxnot to
employ in the work of construction other than free people, Who, being natives,
cannot be recruited, or be obliged to do active service in the National Guard ;_
or, being foreigners, will be guaranteed all, the advantages that the law concedes
to useful and industrious colonists. . - t . , . , n

~ From the Statutes“ ~ 3 _ . , ,, . 0

Article 12. The Company can' efi'ect"éont1'act3‘ with competent_':_“_".Impre.-
terms,” or railway contractors, for‘the Construction of the line *A ' ‘ ”"f '
They being at perfect liberty to choose the people that they will employ: iii the
particular works that they engage to construct; these contracts entered ifitq
between the Company and the contractor, will not exonerate the former ‘from'
the obligations Which they contract‘w‘ith the Imperial~ Government. ' 'V 7'

 

’In‘closure 32in NO. 267.

Prospeetes. I ‘

BRAZILIAN (guaranteed 7.1. peereent.)iRai1Way.l ‘ .
, . The Reeife‘and'SfiovFranc‘i'see Pernambfieo Railway Cbifipafly. Sanctiohed

by Acts ‘of the Imperial BraZilian Legislature, and by Decreeof His Majesty the
Emperor. Incorporated in Ehgland under7 & 8 Victoria, cap. 110. ,

The grant of the railwayiS' 'in‘ perpetuity, with a guaranteed interest of
7 per cent. per annum for 90 years; viz., 5 per cent. by the Imperial Brazilian
Government, and 2 per cent. by the Provincial Legislature of Perhambuco, ' '
H Length 78 English miles. ' H V. , _ -

Capital, 1200,0001.- In 60,000 shares of 20;, each. 12,000 shares are
reserved for Brazilian shareholders. Deposit 32. per ’share.- ' j “ '

The dividends will be payable ‘half-yearly, at the Bankers'of, I the Company
in London; v , ' g , V j ,.

‘Dz’rectors.—Rober't Benson, Esq”: Old Broad Street, Chairman," J. H.
Reynell de'Castro, Esq., Manchester and Rio' de Janeiro; W. H. Dickson,’Esq’.,
Clapham Common; R. F. Davis,>Esq., Fenchurch Street ; Wm. Gladstone, Esq,,
Old Broad Street ;V W. B.'Greenfield, Esq., Po’r’chester Terrace ; R. W. Kennard, V
Esq, Upper Thames Street. Alfred de Mornay, Esq., P'ernambucog Edward
de Mornay, Esq., Holles Street,"Concessionnaires. " ' ' '

The Minister, or' other Brazilian Representative in London fer the' time
- being, is a Director, em qficio. ' ' . 2 ‘ " " ' ‘

Bankers.—Messrs. Heywood, Kehnards and 00., Lombard Street.

‘ Engineer.—Mi A. Borthwiek, M. Inst, (1E. , ‘ - _ '
Auditon—Wm. Smith, Esq., Victoria Dock House, London.

Secreta1y.4Wm. ‘Bl4ailsford,~Esq. ' . ' I ' , _ "
Solicitors.——Messrs. Prichard and Cellette, 57, Lincoln’s; Inn Fields. »

' Brokers.-—'Messi's. Laurence,_ Son, arid Pearce, Auction Mart; Messrs;
Joshua Hutchinson and Sons, 39, LothbuI-y. ' ' ~ ' " - , ~ . ,

The seat of the direction will be in Lohdon.~ Ofices.-—'Gresham House.
Old Broad Street. Half-yearly meetings Will be held in London in the months
of April and October. V , t . ‘ * ~ ~ I .

This Cempany is established for the purpose of Constructing, maintaining,
and working a. railroad traversing the sugar district of the Province of Pernam-

CLASS B. V v
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buco, commencing at the port of the Recife“ (Pernambuco), and terminating at
the junction of the Rivers Una and Pirangi, near the town of Agua Pretae The
line hasbeen carefully surveyed, and estimates have been made by 'Mr. M.‘A.
Borthwick, assisted by other English engineers of local experience ; and respon-
sible contractors have undertaken, for a'fixed sum, the construction of the entire
line ; provisional contracts have also been entered into for. the purchase of the
land required, at an agreed price. The. conclusion of theSe and other contracts

‘ (the extent of the rolling stoek 'being specified in the decrees) enables the
Directors to assure the shareholders that the proppsed capital of 1,200,000l. will
not be exceeded; on that sum the Imperial Brazilian Government guarantee an
annual interest to the Company of 5 per cent. f0]; ninety years, and the Provin-
cial Government of Pemambuco a. further sum of 2 per cent. for the same
period, making the minimum interest guaranteed thereon 7 per cent. per annum;
the Company being required to complete and stock the line, and provide all
means for efficiently working it within the term of six years,‘to date from the
2nd December, 1855. The Government has the power of purchasing the
railway at the end of thirty years, on terms advantageousto the shareholders,
by paying Over to the Company such an amount of Brazilian stock as Will give
a. rental equal to their mean net revenue during the five most lucrative of the
preceding seven years, such revenues accruing either from the working of the
line or the interest guaranteed by the Imperial and Provincial Governments.

TWO years, ending 31st December, 1857, are allowed for the construction
of the earthworks and bridges of the first section of the line, about 18i- miies,
but they can be completed and the section opened in about one year. Six years
are allowed for the completion of the remaining sections, varying from 12 to» 20
miles each ; and the Government gnarantees come into operation on the opening
for traffic of each Section; theamount upon Which the guarantee ispaid bearing
sueh proportion to the Whole capital as the length opened bears to the Whole line,

The plans have already been approved by the Brazilian Government. 3 '.
The Company binds itself not to possess slaves, and not to employ in the

work of construction other than free people, who, being natives,_ cannot be
recruited, nor obliged to do active service in .the National Guard,eand, being

’ foreigners, will be guaranteed all the advantages that the law concedes to useful
and industrious colonists. _ ' .

The city of Recife (Pernambuco) has at present a population of 150,000.
It lies between Cape St. Roque and Cape St. Augustin, and is the most easterly
point of South America. Owing to its geographical position it ‘is unquestionably '
one of the ”most important ports of Brazil. The Province of Pernambuco
contains above 500,000 of free inhabitants, irrespective of the slave population,
and has upwards of 1,000 sugar estates in active operation, which send. annually
to Recife (Pernambueo) between 65,000 and 70,000 tons of clayed sugar. .

Cotton, hides, and rum, in considerable quantities, are also sent from the .
interior to Recife (Pernambuco) for shipmentfiis well as large supplies of cattle“ ,
for the consumption of the city, and for purposes of draft; To this will be
added, Whenlthe railway is established, timber for shipbuilding, and ornamental
woods, farm produce, and fuel. The imports at Recife (Pernambuc‘o) for the
interior of the country, consist of hardware, machinery, every' description of
cotton and other manufactured goods, jerked beef, salt fish, flour, &c. ‘

The country through which the' line will pass is singularly fertile; and,
besides sugar plantations, abounds with maize, riee,_and manioe fields, and with
forests of. the most valuable woodsf Immediately beyond the cane district, lies
the great cotton Country of Brazil ; and in the neighbourllood of the 850
Francisco salt is found, and is transparted on pack-horses in large quantities to
the surrounding provinces. Here, also, are the breeding-ferms, Where the horses
and cattle that supply the coast—country are reared. The proposed railroad Will
serve-for transporting almost the entire produce of the above districts to the
market, and by diminishing the demand for labour for transport, will augment
that applicable to the cultivation and production of the soil.

At present there is no made road through the country, and but few bridges;
the difficultiesof transport are consequently very great, and the charges enor~
tnous. All produce is forwarded on the backs of horses, except such as is grown
1n the immediate Vicinity of the city, and a very inconsiderable portion that

* The Post of the R’ecife is known in 'Europe as Pernambuco, but the latter is the name of the
Province of which Recife is the eapital.’ ‘
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comes by sea. During the dry season the conveyance to market of sugar alone,
gives employment to 20,000 horses and 10,000 men. The present rate of
freight is 2.9. per ten per mile for sugar ; and many articles are much higher.

After the completion of the distance between the Recife (Pernambuco) and
the Pirangi, the Company have full powers to continue the railway in the same
direction, until it reaches the great Rio de Sfio Francisco; above the falls and
rapids of Paulo Afl'ongo, Sz‘io Felix, &c.* This will open‘up from the coast the ,
traffic of a great part of the interior of the Empire. .

The concession confers many valuable privileges and immunities, amongst
which are the following : v

lst. The grant of the railway in‘perpetuity.
2ndly. A minimum guaranteed interest of 7 per cent. for ninety years. ,
3rdly. N0 competing line, within 20 miles on either side, can be constructed

during the said term of ninety years. , " ' ' . »
' 4thly. The right to all minerals and precious stones discovered on the line

of railway within 20 miles on either side. / ‘
5thly. The right to import into the Brazils all machinery, plant, and other

materials, for the construction and maintenance of the railway, free of duty,
during its construction, and for ten years after its completion; anddof coal for
sixty years. ’ v ‘

The amount of ’ capital to be subscribed in Brazil will, to a great extent,
cover the cost of native labour, While the capital subscribed here Will be devoted
to the purchase of the material required for the permanent way of the railway;
as plant, machinery, rolling stock, &c., &c.'; thus an objection sometimes made
to foreign railway enterprise, as causing a drain of gold, will not apply in this
instance, the money received here being principally expended in this country.

. The Cdmpany, under their deed of Vsettlement, possess powers to ”borrow
money to the extent of the calls that may at the time be unpaid, and should the
Directors, instead of‘ calling upthe full amount of 201. per share, deem it expeé
dient; they will avail themselves of these poWers. - . '

The statistics obtained relating only to present traflic, show that a.-larger
return than that guaranteed by the Brazilian Government may be Confidently
calculated on within a short time after the opening of the railway, While the
progressive development of . the resources of the "country, consequent, upon the
establishment of a line of so much importance, will considerably augment, from
year to year, therevenqe ofthe Company. ' s ,

The capital of 1,200,000L covers the estimates sufficiently to admit of the
payment to the shareholders of interest at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum
during the construction of the line, and accordingly the shareholders will receive
interest at this rate 'upon the. amount of the calls, dating from the day of
payment, as well during the construction of the works as afterwards.

No call Will exceed 2l. per share,» with an interval of at least three months
between each call, of which one month’s previous notice, by advertisement, will
be given. But it is contemplated to extend the payment of the calls over as
long a period as may be compatible with the interest of the shareholders

The shareholders have the option of paying up at once =5l. per share on
the number of shares allotted to them, and on such adVances interest at therate
0f 7 per cent. per annum will be allowed. ' g . ' . s

The statutes of the Company will at all times -be accessible to the share-
holders, at the ofice of the Company. '

Applications for shares to be addressed to the Brokers of theCompany,
Messrs. Laurence, Son, and Pearce, Auction Mart, London; and Messrs. Joshua.
Hutchinson and Sons, 39, Lothbury, London.

For the convenience of subscribers not residing in London, the following
Bankers will receive deposits :-—;

Liverpool.—Messrs. Arthur Heywood, Sons, and Co.
Manchester.——The Bank of Manchester.
Edinburgh, Glasgow—The Bank of Scotland. ~

9* These Falls exceed in magnitude and extent those of Niagara. . The difi'erenc‘e of Jewel between
the_upper and lower navigable sections of the river is 1,000 feet, and the extent of river obstructed by
rapids and waterfalls is 300 miles. The Sfio Francisco and its tributaries above the Falls Vere
naVIgable for large vessels for nearly 1,000 miles. , ,, . ' t .
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Each applicant for shares will be required to pay into one of the Bankers
of the Company one pound (1L) per share, on the number of shares applied for,
in part payment of the deposit of 3L, in exchange for which a voucher will be
given. In the event of the Directors allotting less than the whole number
applied for,‘the amount paid in Will be appro‘pliated towards the deposit of 31.
per share payable on those allotted. Should no allotment be made to the
afiplicant, the money lodged at the Bankers will be forthwith returned, free of
c arge. ‘

Form of Application fer Shares. .

To the Directors of the Recife and $50 Francisco Pernambuco Railway
Company :— '

GENTLEMEN,-—Having paid into the hands of Messrs.
the Bankers of the Company £ to your eredit, I request that you will
allot me shares of 20l. each, in the above-named Company, and I hereby
agree to accept such shares, 01- any less number that may be allotted to me, and
to pay the deposit and calls thereon at the appointed times, and to execute the
deed of settlement, and all other necessary documents, when required to do so.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

Name in full.

Profession or Decupation

Residence in full.

Place of Business, if any , ,

Applicants desirous of availing themselves of‘ the option referred to in the
prospectus, of paying up 5l. per share, an allotment, are requested to sign the
following :— , ‘ ‘

I desire to pay five pounds on each share allotted to me. '

 

No. 268. ‘ _

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cowper.

Sir, ' . Foreign Ofice, June 30, 1856.

I HAVE to inform you that the statements contained in- your despatch
of the 15th of ApriL as to the'alieged intention of the contractors who have
undertaken the construction of the works of the, Recife and 850 Francisco
Railway, to employ slave-labour in carrying them out, have, been commu-
nicated by my direction to the Board of Directors of that line ;, and I now
transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a letter, with its inclosures,
which has been received from the Secretary of the Company, in reply.

‘ I am, &c.
(Signed) , CLARENDON.
 

Inclosure ’1 in No. 268.

Mr. Hammond'ta Mr. Bellamy;

Sir, , Foreign Ofice, May 28, 1856.
I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to request that you will state to

the directors of the Recife and. $50 Francisco Pernambuco Railway Company,
that it has been represented to his Lordship that the contractors, who have
engaged to carryion the works of that railway in Brazil, intend to employ slave-
labour in their construction, notwithStanding that such a. proceeding would be in
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direct contravention of the conditions upon Which the Brazilian Government
granted permission for- the construction of the railway, and would 'also .be
contrary to the terms of the prospectus issued by the Company in England, by
which they bound themselves not to possess slaves, and not to employ in the
work of construction other than free people. _ -

Lord Clarendon has been informed that the contractors contend that if they
employ a sub—contractor, being a free man, to construct any portion of the road,
and if the sub-contractor employs slave-labour, no breach of engagement can be
charged against them; but such a course of argument appears to Lord Clarendon
to be an evasion of the engagement entered into by the Company with the
Brazilian Government and with the British public; and his Lordship trusts that
the directors of the Company will take such steps as they may deem best
calculated to prevent their agents from employing slave-labour either direetly
or indirectly in the works of the railWay, as any new and extensive employment
of slaves in Brazil must inevitably offer additional encouragement to the African
slave-traders. ‘ ‘ Q ' ' ' 4 »

" ’ "‘ Iam,&c." '
’(Signed) ‘ , ‘E. HAMMOND.‘

 

Inclo'sure 2 in No. 268.

Mr, Bellamy to 'MrL Hammond.

Recife andeio Francisco Permmbuco Railway Compdny,
98, Gresham House, Old Broad Street,

London, June 17, 1856._
I HAVE not failed to lay before the Boardvof this Company the com-munication dated the 28th of May, which, by Lord Clarendon’s directions, youaddressed to me. o . , ' i 1 ", In reply, I am directed by the Board V to transmit to -y0u,: for LordClarendou’s information, a copy of the clause in the Contract .by which thedirectors have bound the contractor to fulfil to the utmost every obligationimposed on the Company by the Imperial Government of Brazil. , I have alsoto request you will bring under‘ Lord Clarendon’s notice the passage 1 havemarked in the accompanying report of a speech delivered by the Chairman of- theBoard, at the first meetin‘gxof the shareholders of the Company, on the 22nd ofAprillast.. - v , W v ~~
These two extracts, Will, the directors are persuaded, satisfy Lord Clarendonof their good faith onthe point to which he has called their attention. « :. At the same time, I am desired by the Board to, state, that they had notheard of, nor do they believe the existence of, any suchl’intention " on the parttofthe contractor, who is an Englishman of undoubted character as‘well a_s‘respecta‘tébility. From the brief period which has elapsed since he left. England forPernambuco, it appears to the Board scarcely possible thatany information of atrustworthy character could have reached London at the date of your letterasto his alleged intentions ; and equally strange how such a defence as that con-tained in your letter should have been anticipated.
The Beafii have not, however, failed to communicate to him what they cannotbut regard as a‘ serious Charge; they have also directed the attehtien of their Trea-surer, Major the Honourable S- P. Vereker, the authorized agent Of theCompany in Brazil, to the subject. V a _ ' l‘ -'The‘ directors Would respectfully and earnestly request of Lard Clarendonnot to give encouragement or‘ credenCe to 'ev'ery‘rumour that mayj'reach theForeign Office from Pernambuco,» where,‘ as in other7places, there‘are doubtlessto be found persons who originate, dr'give currency to, reports without eitherascertaining on whatigr‘ouuds they have‘to rest, or reflecting that their tendency,as in this case, might be to prejudice Her Majesty’s Government against anenterprize which, if allowed to be successfully carried out, must greatly promotethe objects of the Imperial Government of Brazil, by securing access to theinterior of the country, whereby its resources may he developed, inducement

Sll’,
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afforded for immigration of colonists, and a. field opened for the employment of
' free labour in lieu of that until recently supplied by the Slave Trade.

I have, &c.'
(Signed) W. H. BELLAMY, Secretary.

 

In‘closure 3 in No. 268.

Ewtract-from the Agreement qfithe Contractor with the Reczfe and 8&0 Frahcisco
7 . Railway Company.

‘ ,' THAT in the execution of the works and buildings hereby contracted
for, he, the said George ‘Furness, shall and will exactly observe and conform to

, the provisions and directions of the several decrees and contract hereinbefore
respectively recited orrreferred to, and any present or future consolidation or
modification thereof, and the laws and regulations for the time being in force of
the said Imperial and Provincial Governments respectively, and the deed of
settlement of the company. And that the said George Furness shall and will
at all times save and indemnify the said company from and against all penalties,
damages, costs,. charges, and expenses incurred or sustained by the said company
in consequence of any infraction by him or his agent of the said provisions or
directions, or any of them. ‘

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 268.

Ewtmctfrom the Speech of the Chairman of the Recife and 850 Hancisco
‘ _ Pernambuco Railway, April 2', 1856. V

_ ONE of the great objects of the Brazilian Government in' introducing
railways is to facilitate immigration and the supply of free labour; a subject in
Which every Englishman must feel censiderable interest. True it is that the
Calamity of slavery still exists there; but it cannot be denied that the G0vern-
ment of Brazil have behaved most henourably in executing the Treaties they
have entered into for the suppression of the Slave Trade. I have-ventured to
make this incidental allusion to the question of slavery in the Brazils, inasmuch
as some of us have been connected with What is known as the anti-slavery party

y in this country ; and I think it rather explains our motives for having become
eonnected with a i‘ailway in a country where slavery exists, believing that the
Introduction of railways is one of the best and most efficient means that can be
employed, not only fOr developing the resources and capabilities of a. country,
but for promoting civilization and ameliorating and improving the Condition of
the‘people, That, at all events,‘is'the view [take of the question. '

 

No. 269;

Consul Cowper toothe Earl of Clarendon.—-(Reeeived August 11.)

My Lord, ‘ Pemambuco, July 4, 1856.

.I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship 'an account of the prices
of slaves within the province during the half-year‘ending the 30th June last;
likeWiSe those of the. 'Vice-Consulates of Cearé and Maceio. ‘

i . I have, &c. , , .
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER,
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RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the. Con
half—year ending June 30, 185 .

Inclosure I in No. 269;

239

sulate of Pernambuco, during the

 

 

    

Description. Currency. Sterling. Remarks.

Reis. _- Reis. . £ 3. d; '11 .9. d.African males .. .. 700$000 to 800$000 80 4 2 to 91 13 4

Ditto females . .. .. 65075000 ' 7507000 74 :9 ' 7 85 18 9
Creole males . .. . 800$000 900$000 91 13 74‘ 103 2 6

Ditto, with trades .. .. LOOO$000 1,5QO$000 114 ll 8 171 17 6'

Ditto, females . . . . . 700$000 800$000 80 4 2 91 13 4'

Infants, sucking, to 5 years 100$000 300$000 11 9 2 34 7 6

Childl'eri; 5 to 12 years . . 300$000 50033000 34 7 6 57 5 10

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, Consul.Bm'tish Consulate, Pema-mbuca, June 30, 1856.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 269.

HALF-YEA RLY Return of the Prices of Slaves within the limits of the City of Maceio and Province

 

 

of Alagoas.

Description. Foreign Money. Sterling Money. Remarks.

.
Reis. £ 8., d.Domestic Male and Female Slaves, of brown, yellow, and pale g 8 " 3white colour .. .. .. .. .. ._ .. .. 1,2005000 135 0 0 a, .5 g:,

an o >
Domestic Males and Females of black colour .. .. .. 900,$‘000 101 5 6 5"; E 5

0 g dOther descriptions of able—bodied slaves .. .. .. .. 8003000 90 0 0 5 F963 .5) g 'E
o 0 1:, :1Little children .. .. .. .. '~ .. .. .. 3005000 to 500.5000 7 331. to 56!. '5“. '5 H E E    

British Vice- Consulate,"Maceio,
(Signed)

July 1, 1856.
JAMES BURNET, Vice-C'omul.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 269.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Vice-Consulate 0f Cearé,

 

 

  
 

during the
half-year ending June 30, 1856.

Description. Currency. Stefling.

Reis Reis £ 3. d; V £ 3. d.
Africanmales .. .. u .. 850$000 to 950$000 97 7 11 to 108 17 1

Ditto females .. .. , .., , 80050000 900$000 91 13 4 103 2 6

Creole males .. .. .. .. 85033000 1,000$000 97 7 11 11-4 11 8
Ditto, with trades .. V .. .. 1,100g000 1,200$000 126 010 137 10 '0
Ditto females .. .. .. .. 850$000 11,00075000 97 ' 7 1-1 V 114 11 8
Infants, sucking, to 5 years .. .. 200$000 400$000 22 18 4 57 5 10

Children, 5 to 12 years . .. .. 600$000 850$000 ‘68 15 0 97 7 11

(Signed) JOHN WILLIAM STUDART, Vice-Consui.
British Vice- Consulate, Cearzi, June 30, I856.
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N0. 270.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 11.)

My Lord, Pernambuco, July”.1,1856.

I HAVE much satisfaction1n reporting that no further attempt has been
made to land Africans upon this coast during the quarter ended upon the 30th
June.

I inclose to your Lordshipa Return of all vessels which have sailed from
this port for the coast of Africa during that period, and of those Which have
arrived here from thence.

I have, &p.
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.
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No. 271.

Consul Cowper to‘ the Earl of Clarendonn—(Rece-ived September 8.)

My Lord, Pemambuco, August 8, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Return of the prices

of slaves within the Vice-Consulat'e of Paraiba during the half-year ended the

30th June last. '
I have, &c. ,

(Signed) H, AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

Inclosure in No. 271.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Vice-Consulate of Paraiba, during the

half-year ending June 30,, 185 6.

 

 

V Currency. Sterling. Remarks.

Reis. Reis. £ 3. 11. 1|? 8. d. ,

African males... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .,. .— No new African slaves have been
imported; the older ones regulate

Ditto females .. .. .. .. .. ~ .. .. .. .. the same price as Creoles.
A number of slaves of all descrip-

    
Creole males. .. .. .. .. 900,911) 1,0005“ 101 5 0 to 112 10 0 tions have been» purchased by

‘ agents from Rio de Janeiro, and

Ditto, with trades .. .. .. 1,0003 1,200,? 112 10 0 125 0 0 sent coastways in the Brazilian
steamers, paying a. provincial tax

Ditto, females- .-. .. .. 800,9 900$ 90 0 0 101 5 0 ofRs. 1003000 a-hea/d.

Infants (suckingtofiyears) .. 200,; 400,9'22 10 o 45 0 0

Children (5 to 10 years) .. .. 500,9 800$ 66 5 0 90 0 0

(Signed) HENRY KRAUSE, Acting Vice-Consul.

British Vice—C’onsulate, Pamiba, June 30, 1856.

 

‘No. 272.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendonr-(Rece'ived September 8.)

My Lord, Pernambuco, August 16, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship‘s despatch

of_the 30th June, inclosing me the copy of a letter from Mr. Bellamy, Secretary

to the Recife and SE10 Francisco Railway Company.

The teuour of this letter greatly surpfiéed me, for, as I had made your

Lordship a mere statement of facts, transmitting copies of the Company’s

prospectus” the 5th Article of the Imperial Concession, and the 12th Article of

the Statutes, Which appeared to me to be in contradiction to the opinions and

practice of their Agents here, I conceived that, unless those facts could be

denied, my conclusion was incontrovertible. I will, however, state the case in

greater detail than in my despatch of the 15th April. -

According to the 5th Article of the Imperial Concession, the Messrs. de

Mornay are bound not to employ slaves in the construction of their proposed

railway. These gentlemen dispose of their concession to a Company, who so

perfectly understand this that they bring the fact prominently forward in the

prosPectus which they offer to the British public. The Company contract with

Mr, George Furniss for the formation of the railway ; and, in October last, two

gentlemen, Messrs. Gardner and Lowden, arrived here, immediately commencing

operations; the first sod having been previously turned, in presence of all the

authorities, upon the 7th September. , ,

Upon hearing that slaves were engaged upon the line, I inquired of these

two gentlemen by What authority this was done ; and they replied,-by Mr. Furniss’,

who had the right of doing so if the slaves were indirectly engaged; and, as your

Lordship Will perceive by the inclosures, this fact has since been confirmed by

Mr. Lowden.
Subsequently to this, Mr. Alfred de Mornay, one of the Goncessionnaires
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and a Director of the Company, reached here; Mr. Furniss himself came out;
and Mr. Tucker arrived as the representative of the chief engineer. Upon

' speaking to these gentlemen respecting the employment of slaves, the question
assumed a more decided and, I may say, conflicting Character, by Mr. de Mornay
declaring that the contractor had the right of employing slaves directly or indi-
rectly—in fact, whom he pleased—under the authority of the 12th Article'ot' the
Statutes, which he took the trouble to bring for my "perusal; and "When I
observed thatI did not think the intention of that Article was to apply to the
condition of the labourers, or, indeed, to labourers at all, he replied that, as: he
had obtained the privilege himself, he of course knew what was intended by it.

This, of course, was unanswerable; but how can it be reconciled with the
statement in theprospectus, or the toneof Mr. Bellamy’s letter ? ‘

I have since spoken with Mr. Vereker, who now represents the Company,
and who has convinced himself, by inquiry, of the employment of slaves uponthe
line, 'but Who expresses an opinion that the Directors, many of whom are leading
members of the anti-Slave Trade movement, do not claim, nor do they conceive
that they possess, the right of employing slaves.’ If this be the case, they
cannot have conferred a. right upon another Which they did not possessvthem-
selves ; and yet Mr. de Mornay, one of the Concessionnaires and a Director, thinks
otherwise, and Mr. Furniss, the contractor, agrees with him. ,

Mr. Bayliss, who now represents Mr. Furniss, declines the expression of an
opinion upon his right, but he assures me that no slave is now employed upon
the works. ~ '

The question, however, is one of principle rather than of fact. Is the railway
to be completed under the obligations of the 5th section, and- the prospectus, or
under the privilegeof the 12th Article? Of course it is gl'eatly to be desired ‘
that the Company will abide by the pledge they have voluntarily made to the
public ; but if they have rights under the 12th Article, and find it impossible to
complete their great undertaking without the employment of slaves, it Were
better openly to avow those privileges, and their intention to exercise them, for
there exists no law of Which I am aware which prohibits British subjects (not
officers of the Government) from so doing. _‘

It is very far from my intention to prejudice Her Majesty’s Government
against the undertaking; on the Contrary, it has my best wishes for its success,
and, whenever it may require it, shall have my hearty co-operation. V

. I have, &c. ,
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COVVPER.
 

.Inclosure l in No. 272. ‘

Consul Cowper to Mfr. Lowden.

Sir, , - Pemambuco, August 1, 1856.
YOU will oblige me by stating if, during the period of your administration

of the railway works here, you employed slaves, directly or indirectly, upon
them ; and, if so, whether you did 50 upon your own responsibility, or in conse-
quence of orders received from Mr. Furniss. ’ ‘ t

You will also be good enough to state to me, as far as your recollection will
enable you, the tenour of an argument which. took place, at my house in your
presence, betwixt me upou the one part, and Messrs. De Mornay and Tucker
upon the other, respecting the legality and propriety, of thus employing slaves.

I am, 850. ' .
(Signed) . H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

‘Inclosure 2 in No. 272.

Air. Lowden to Consul Cowper.

Dear Sir, , Pemam‘buco, August 2, 1856. y
'IN answer to’ your letter of the lst instant, it was in consequence ofv

instructiohs I received. from M1. G. Furniss, that I employed slaves in the
constructlon of the rallway. The letters containing such instructions I am
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unable to produce, owing to Mr. G. Furniss having surreptitiously obtained

possession of them; but in one the words were these, f‘ Tell Lowden to go down

with De Mornay, and make arrangements at Villa de Cabo with the slave-

owners for the employment of a thousand of their slaves, for De Mornay tells
me that there are plenty to be got there.” This letter was dated from London,

March 8, 1853, signed by G. Furniss, and addressed to R. B. Gardner, his
agent here.

On the 4th of April, at your house, in company with Messrs. A. de Mommy

and Tucker, an argument took place as to the legality of the Company to

employ slaves. You told: De Mornay that should slaves be employed upon the

line, it was your duty to represent it to your Government, as the prospectus

stated that no slave-labour was to be employed, and that the Company, accord-

ing to their concession, could not employ slave-labour; and being an English

Cempany and British subjects, they could not possess slaves. De Mornay stated

that he had been to Rio to get that clause altered, and that the contractor was

not bound ,“ not to employ slaves.” You consitlered that the contractor was a

servant of the Company, and could not legally employ slaves, having stated in

their prospectus that they would not do so. '
- I am 850.

(Signed) THOS. D. LOWDEN. ,

 

No. 273.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.~——(Received November '11.)

My Lord, . Pernamb-uco, October‘9, 1856.

I HAVE the honour ' to report with much satisfaction that no further

attempt at Slave Trade has been made within the district of this Consulate

during the past quarter: indeed, the energetic measures adOpted by the Govern-

ment in consequence of the Serinhaem exposures,‘ haVe rendered any such

attempt utterly hopeless; but I do not entertain the slightest doubt that the

vessels reported by the Acting Viee-C-onsul at ‘I’araiba to have communicated

with the shore, and to have received provisions; from it, were engaged in that

infamous Traffic, and proceeded, in all probability, to Cuba.
The Portuguese schooner “ Ceres,” as you]: Lordship will perceive by the

inclosed Return, was the only vessel Which left here during that period for the

coast of Africa. There are circumstances of suspicion attached to this vessel,

Which nothing but the fact of her being consigned to a British mercantile firm

’ can modify. She sailed from here direct for Angola in the month of November

last, having left New York in October; the master was most urgent in request-

ing me to give him a certificate of the legality of his voyage, which I declined

doing, and the Admiral, who was here at the-time, approved of my determina-

tion. I subsequently. received confidential information that it had been the

intention of the master to have shipped a cargo of slaves, but that, foiled by the

proximity of the cruizers, he returned here with pne of palm oil, &c. He sailed

again for Angola upon the 6th of July last, Messrs. Rostron, Rocker and Co.
signing the requisitebond for 18,000 milreis (about 2,00%). Upon this occasion

also the master asked me for a certificate, which I again refused; I also declined

certifying any document connected with the vessel, as, in addition to her small

1(:argo of sugar and rum, I found that she had 407 empty casks or shocks on

card. v ‘
I trust your Lordship will approve of these proceedings.

I have, Ste. '
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER;
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No. 274.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarenddn.—-(Recez'ved November 11.)

VMy Lord, Pgrnambuca, October 17, 1856.-
I CANNOT abstain from recurring to the Subject of the coasting Slave

Trade carried on in this Empire, that your Lordship’s good offices may be exerted
in defence of that race, which has suffered, is suffering, and I fear has yet to
sufi'er, such unmerited and inhuman treatment. .

One of the arguments adVanced in favour of the African Slave Trade is,
that the slaves are removed from a state of barbarism and paganism, to one of
civilization and Christianity, and notwithstanding the practical untruth of this
assertion (for no slave. ever made a filrther acquaintance with civilization than
enabled him to contrast his own miserable state with that of the dominant race ;
or with the blessings of Christianity, further than the initiatory act of baptism),
I amnwilling to allow the argument such merit as it deserves.

But it can have neither weight nor place in discussing the coasting Slave
Trade”, which presents its naked and corrupt body to the view without a healthy
or redeeming Spot. Children are torn from their parents, parents from their
children, the tie of husband and wife, which no man is “ to put asunder,” is
severed like the Gordian knot, the tenderest feelings of our nature, the love of
country, with its thousand associations of heme, love, or friendship, are all
violated and disregarded, and the unfortunate descendant of the African victim
finds that, notwithstanding the Christianity and eivilization of his new country,
the wrongs of his race have been transported across the Atlantic to be perpe-
tuated in him. ' 'i

A very extensive and increasing trade in slaves, amounting to many thou-
sands annually, is now carried'on betwixt Rio deJaneiro' and the northern provinces
of Brazil; the traders make periodical visits, and return with their unresisting
victims, indifferent alike to the tears of the women and the curses of the men.
Many of the young females are bought by these rascals for the express purpose
of public prostitution in the capital : a case of this‘description fell under my own
personal knowledge, when 2,400 milreis (nearly 3001'.) were offered for twin
sisters of fourteen years of age, which I am happy to be able to add their owner
refused. A woman ' who had born thirteen children, and thus considerably
increased the means of her master, is now threatened with eternal separation
from them, by being sold for the south -by this same master; ‘and a young
mulatto man was thus recently sold by his “own father, a Portuguese. It is
unnecessary to multiply these cases of human suffering, well worthy of the
touching humanity of a Beecher Stowe. .

I em aware that Her Majesty’s Government possesses no right of interference
. in this essentially internal Traffic, but surely no Government could feel. offence at
the friendly suggestions of another with which it is at amity, when those sugges- '
tions are based upon the purest grounds of humanity and justice. This is not a
questiOn of political rights, or even of social rights, but one of human rights.
Could not a law be enacted guaranteeing to the slave the right of country? for to
him there can exist no real difference betwixt a voyage of 2,000 miles from Para
to Rio de Janeiro, and one of 2,000. miles from‘the coast of Africa to Brazil.
The stringent provincial laws respecting the exportation of slaves, and the
duty of 100 milreis, are insuflicient to stop the evil, and are oftentimes
evaded. Could not the law forbid the separation of man and wife, of parent and
child, at least beyond the precincts of the province in which they reside? This
would not only be an act of humanity, but of :policy; it would dry the tears of
thousands, and fill their hearts with contentment, and it would stop that drain
upon the labour of the northern provinces which cannot fail to be shortly felt.

It would, indeed, be only a very small instalment of the crowning natural
right of liberty, but it-would render so many defenceless and oppressed creatures
comparatively happy, and is so entirely devoid of all political bearing, that I
cannot believe, were your Lordship to suggest such a measure, that the Imperial
Government, with its otherwise mild and humane laws, and its enlightened and
liberal Course Of policy, would refuse so just'and charitable a proposition.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ' 'H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.
 



BRAZIL. (Oansular)——-Pemambucb. 247

No. 275.

Consul Cowper t6 the Earl qf Clarendon.——(Received November’ 11.)

(Extract) ‘ PemaMbuco, October 20, 1856.
I INCLOSE to your Lordship a translation of the official account of the

manner in which the 181 Africans captured at Seri'nhaem have been disposed of
by‘the Government ; 42 are unaccounted for, and may be presumed to have
died, or to have been stolen; V ,- ' '
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No. 276.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cowper. ‘

a ‘ Foreign Ofice, November 21, 1856. ,
WITH reference to your despatch of the 21st ultimo, I have to acquaint you

that I approve of your discouraging, by a1] proper means, the‘ Traffic 1n SlaVes
which is carried on coastwise from one part of’Brazil'to another.‘ ' ‘

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

Sir,

 

No. 277.' ‘ .

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cowper. .

Sir, . ‘ Foreign Ofice, November 28, 1856.
I HAVE» received your despatch of the 9th ultimo, relative to thesuspicious character of the Portuguese schooner ‘.‘ Ceres,” Which sailed, on the6th of July last, from Pernambuco to Angola ; and I have to acquaint you thatI approve of your having declined to give the master of that vessel a certificateof the legality of his voyage. , '

, , ~ ' I am, &c.
(Signed. CLARENDON. .

. I No. 278. _

Consult Cowper to the Eafl of Clarendoa.e—-(Receiaed December 6.) "
(Extract) . , Pernambuco, October 29, 1856.

I HASTEN to inform your Lordship: that 3 more of the Africans stolen atSerinhaem have been recovered : they fled from the engenhosat which they, werelabouring,,and surrendered to the police.-, ‘ ~ . . , i ' aThe GOvernment canvclaim no merit from this circumstance ; but it affordsit an opportunity of- proving its sincerity by the arrest of the proprietors of theseengenhos. ' . , . . . ' ' : ' ~ W

 

No. 279.

The-Earl of Clarendon to ConsulOowper. , _
Sir,‘ - I _ . I Foreign Ofi'ce, December 8, 1856. _

WITH reference to your despatch of the 16th August, 'reSpec‘ting the employ-' ment of slaves upon thePernambuco Railway, I transmit herewith, for your inforsmation, and for .any- Observations you. may have to‘ make thereupon; the accOm-panying copies of a correspondence which has passed between this Departmentand the Pernambuco Railway Company with regard to that affair. '
- ' I am, &c. , ,

(Signed) . ’ CLARENDON.‘ ’
 

'Inclosure -1 in No.279. _

The Earl of Shelburne to Mr. Bellamy;

Sir, ' - ‘ Fofeign Ofice, November 7, 1856.
WITH reference to your letter to the Earl of Clarendon of the 17th ofJune last, stating that the Directors of the Pernambuco Railway Company didnot believe that the contractor for the works of that company intended toemploy slaves upon those works, I am directed by Lord Clarendon to acquaintCLASS B,
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you, for the information~ of the directors, that his Lordship has instructed
Mr. Cowper, Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco, to make mqulriesas to this
matter, and has received a despatch from that gentleman, by which it appears
that he required Mr. Gardner and Mr. Lowden, two agents of the company, to
state by what authority slaves were engaged to work upon the railway in ques-
tion ; and that Mr. Lowden informed himthat this was done in consequence of
written instructions from Mr. G. Fumess, the contractor for the works, who
directed Mr. Lowden to go With M. de Mornay to Villa de Cabo, and to make
arrangements with the slave-owners there for the employment of 1,000 of their
slaves. : a

Lord Clarendon desires me to remind you that the company are bound
both by their engagements towards the Brazilian‘Government, ahd by the terms
upon which their'undertaking was recommended to the pubhc in this country,
“ not to possess slaves, and not to emp10y in the work of construction other
than free people ;” and his Lordship trusts that the directors will see the neces_
sity of instituting a Searching inquiry into the facts of the charge Whlch has been
made as to the employment of slaves by their contractor.

I am, 850.
(Signed) SHELBURNE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 279.

Mr. Bellamy to the Earl of $helbume.

Recife mid Sdo Francisco Parnambuco Railway Company,
' ' 155, Gresham Housp, Old Broad Street,

My Lord,‘ London, November 12, 1856.
IN‘accordance With my letter to your Lordship of the 8th instant, that

Which your Lordship did me the honour to address to me on the 7th, for the
information of the Board, has been laid by me befpre them;

I .am directed by them, in answer to it, tq state that Mr. Gardner and
Mr, Lowden are not agents of this Company. > -

That Mr. Furness, the contractdr, happening to be at this moment in this
country; the Board availed themselves of the opportunity of requesting his
attendance before them, in order that-they might learn from him what were the
faCts' of the case, With reference to the statement which appears to have been
made to your Lordship by Mr. Cowper, upon the authority of Mr. Lowden;
viz., that the 'latter was directed by Mr. Furness ‘{‘ to go with M. de Mornay to
Villa de Cabo, and to make arrangements with the slave-owners there for the
employment of 1,000 of their slaves.”

That, in reply to this, Mr. Furness informs the Board that the statement is
not true; he deniesever having given any authority, either in writing or by
word of mouth, for the engagement or employment of slaves upon the works.

, That Mr. Gardner and Mr. Lowden went but to the Brazils in his‘employ, but
left it in May last, having acted for him for three months only,

The Board learn with some surprise, from M1“. Furness, that a heavy
Consular tax, per head, is, as he informs them, levied by Mr. Cowper upon the ‘
introduction of labourers from this country. v y
' They trust that Lord Clarendon will give direction that this impost shall be
abandoned ; and Will point out to Mr. Cowper the inadvertence into which he
has been led in communicating to his Lordship information so erroneous, and so
calculated to leave upon his mind impressions unfavourable to this Company.

The Board regret that Lord Clarendon should have felt it necessary again
to remind the Directors of “ their engagements towards the Brazilian Govern-
ment,” or of “ the terms upon which their undertaking was recommended to the
people of this country.” , e V

'I have, &c. .
(Signed) W. H. BELLAMY, Secretary.
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Inclosure 3 in No; 279.

The Earl. of Shelburne to Mr. Bellamy. i

Sir, , Foreign Ofige, November ’18,‘ 1856.
I HAVE laid before the Earl of Clarendon your letter of the 12th instant;

in reply to one which, by his Lordship’s directions, I addressed to you on the
7th of November, respecting the employment of slaves in the construction of the
Works of the Recife and 850 Francisco Railway Company; and with reference to
that part of your letter in which you state that Mr. Furness, the contractor for the
works, denies having given any authority, either in writing or by word ofmonth,
for the engagement or employment of slaves upon the works of the railway, I
am directed by Lord Clarendon to transmit to you, to be a laid before the
Directors, the accompanying copies ,of. a correspondence between Mr. Cowper,
Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco, and Mr. Lowdenf‘ an engineer who was
for some time employed on the works of the Company, and from this officer’s
letter it would appear that the charge against the agents of the Company of
having employed slave-labour is not Without foundation. , ' ‘ . '

I am to add that Mr. Cowper will be called upon, for‘ an explanation with
regard to the Consular tax stated to be levied .by him upon the introduction, 'of
labourers from this country, and as soon as his answer shall have been received,
a further communication on this matter will be addressed to you. . .

, ' . ' lam; &c. ' i -
(Signed) SHELBURNE.’ _

 

Inclosure 4111‘ No. 279. _

Mr. Bellamy to the Earl of Shelburne.

Recife and 8'50 Francisco Pemambuco Railway Company,
155, Gresham House, Old Broad Street,

My Lord, London, December 2, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’sletter

of the 18th instant, addressed to me by directiOn of the Earl of- Clarendon, and
covering a correspondence between Mr. Cowper, Her Majesty’s Consul at
Pernambuco, and Mr. T. D. LoWden. ‘ ' ' ‘ ‘

The Board of Directors have not failed to give to this communication all
the consideration it deserves, and having desired Mr. Furness to be in attend;
ance for the purpose of informing the Board upon the allegations made by
Mr. Lowden, I am directed to offer Lord Clarendon the follOwing explanations;
which the Board are of opinien will completely disp‘os’e‘of the ‘case Which
Iggi Cowper has deemed it to be his duty to transmit to the Foreign

ce.
I have first of all to refer to an allusion in my former letter, viz., that

Mr. Lowden went to the Brazils, and after three months Mr. Furness dispensed
With Mr. Lowden’s services, and to point out to your Lordship that the tone
and spirit of his letter to Mr. Cowper indieatethe existence of unfriendly, if
not vindictive, feelingstowards his late employer. The ill—will which existed at
the date of this correspondence on the part of Mr. Lowden to Mr. Furness, theBoard understand was notorious at Pernambuco amongst the English residents ;
and the reliance which Mr. Cowper placed on his testimony under s'uch circum-
stances, appears to the Board to have been unwarranted. , ,

Mr. Furness aflirms, that thequotation affected to be given by Mr. Lowden
from a letter of his, , is f garbled and incorrect; that the allegation of his having
obtained possession of any letter “surreptitiously,” is an untruth—ethe fact
belng, that letters addressed by Mr. Furness in the {course of business to
Mr..Gardner when in his employ as a surveyor, were, When ’Mr. Gardner’s
servmes were dispensed with by Mr. Furness, has a matter of course required tobe given up. , , , , I ' ., ,

Mr. Furness affirms positively, that since the commencement of the works
the labourers employed consist indifferently of mulattoes, blacks, Indians; and

5" Inclosures 1 and 2 in No. 272. "
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Portuguese, and are worked in gangs, as in England, under the direction of

skilled labourers as foremen or Superintendents : V
That they are, and have been from the first, engaged individually, at daily

wages, which are paid to them, individually, in money, either weekly, or in the

course of the week, as wished by themselves:
That each man finds his own victuals, is subject to no punishment at the

hands of any one, is in no way, so far as Mr. Fuirness knows, under the centrol

or authority of any one while engaged in his service, except that of himself or of

his staff, and is employed or discharged, at any time, at pleasure:

That in faet the whole of the men employed upon the works are engaged,

paid, treated, worked, and discharged in all. respects as they would be in

England, there being foremen or superintendents according to the number of
men superintended. » t

For the correctness of the above statement, which was read over to him in

draft in the presence of the Board, Mr. Furness distinctly vouches.

Scattered through the ProvinCe of Pernamhuco, there ex1sts a large ‘body

of 'free labourers of the races already referred to. The ordinary rate ‘of wages

paid in the interior for their labour averages from 13. (id. to 23. a-day in English

.money. Mr. Furness, however, informs the Board that the rate of wages he

pays for unskilled labour on' his works is 23. 3d. aday. This increased rate of

payment is, your Lordship will at once see, calqulated to draw to his works all

the able-bodied free labourers'in the district; and another inducement to obtain

employment under him, is the exemption of all native free labourers so engaged V

from liability to military recruitment and active service in the National Guard,
which otherwise press heavily on free labourers.

I have, 820.
(Signed) W. H. BELLAMY, Secretary.

 

i Inclosure 5 in No. 2179;

« «The, Earl of Shelbhme -to Afr. Bellamy.

Sir, ‘ V ' Foreign Ofiice, December 5, 1856.

‘ I HAVE laid before the Earl of Clarendon your letter of the 20d instant,

containing further eXplanations with regard to the statement that slaves have
been employed as labourers on the Pernambueo Railway. ‘ 1‘ ,

And with reference to the assertion of Mr. Furriess, that the letter from
Mr. ’ Lowden to Mr." Coner, a copy of which accompanied my letter tojyou of
the 18th ultimo, 'contains a garbled and incorrect versidn of the letter from
Mr. Furness therein referred to, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to
observe that the production of the letter in question would be the most satis-
factory mode of testing the accuracy of Mr. Lowden’s statement. I

I am, 850. ,
(Signed) , SHELBURNE.

 

i Inelosui'e 6 in No. 279.

Mr. Bellamy to the Earl of Shelburne.

‘ , Recife and 8&0 Frahcisco Parnambuco Railway Company,
y 155, Gresham House, Old Broad Street,

My Lord, , London, December 6, 1856,
I HAVE the honour- to acknowledge‘the receipt of your Lordship’s letter

of yesterday’s date. ' v ' , , - i ‘ ,
I have the‘au‘thority of the Directors for’stating that the. Board have, out

of respect to the Earl of Clarendon, taken much trouble in order to satisfy his
LordshiB that slaves were not employed on' the'works of the railway. The result
of their Inquiries was communicated to your Lordship in my last letter.

They decline further to pursue that part ,of the subject to which your
Lordship’s letter of to-day refers. They have no right to call upon thecon—
trachr to produce his private papers; and, evenifthey had the right, they do
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not consider themselves justified, for the attainment of no practical object, in
taking a step Which might have the effect of bringing him into collision With a
erson Who is no longer in his service, and who is evidently influenced by no

friendly feelings towards him. ‘ ~ ~
‘ ' '1 have, &c. _.

(Signed) W. H'. BELLAMY, Secretary.

 

No. 280. r ‘

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 9.) '

(Extract.) i ’ Pernambuco, Noveinber 18, 1856.

I HAVE 'the honour to inform your Lordship that M. de Macedo has
informed me that the statement contained in my despatch of the 29th ultimo was
correct, and that the 3 Africans had escaped from the engenho Sibirfi,
belonging to Senhor ‘José Francisco Accioli Lins, then a prisoner for theSeri-
nhaem robbery; and I have now to communicate to your Lordship that that
tedious and lamentable affair has at length been brought to. 3. Conclusion, in as
extraordinary and unsatisfactory a manner as it has beenuconducted'jfrom its
cemmencement. ' 1 , , ‘ g 7 '

Upon the 7th instant. Colonel Drummond was honOquably- acquitted, by
the Court of Appeal, of the charges so‘absu'rdlyand yindictively brought against
him. by the late President ; and upon the 15th his son Dr. Drummond; and
Manuel Fidelis, the fisherman, were also absolved by the Same tribunal; but
these acts of dilatory‘justice were also accompanied by the liberation of ‘Sehhor
Francisco“ da Paula Cavalcanti‘ Wanderley, surnamed Chico Cagador, axid
SenhorJosé Francisco Aceioli Lins, surnamed‘ Cazumba,‘ the owner, ofithe
engenho Sibirb,‘ and the robbers of the Africans. ; . ‘ ' ' ‘ , " ' . '

M. de Macedo has, as your Lordship is aware, effectually prevented ,my
addressing him upon this subject until I had received further instructions 5' butI
would respectfully submit for your Lordship’s' consideration, whether the faith
of Treaties is maintained, or the laws of Brazil henestly’ex'ecuted', by the above
result; Let me briefly recapitulate the facts of this case :

1st. The Government was informed of an; intended landing of slaves lat
Serinhaem, but when the vessel arrived at the very Spot designated three months
afterwards, the cruizing had been suspended, and every police authority with-
drawn from the district. ' ‘ ' , ,

aniy. Colonel J050 Manoel de Barros was declared‘to he the eons'ignee of
the slaVer. ' ' , ' ‘ ' ’ . " ‘

3rdly.‘ Chico Cagador'and Cazumba boarded the vessel, "and‘stole from her
49 slaves. . ' ' ‘ 7 ' " ' ‘

4thly. Colonel Drummond, his‘ son, and Manoel Fidelis’, captured the
slaver, and delivered her, With'her remaining 162 Africans, to‘ the Government;

The consequefiees ‘on these acts to the parties concerned'were :' > *' “
. 1st. The Government, for their neglect of duty, escape with absolute
Impunity., ‘ i . V , W [A ,V ,,f.; " I

2nd1y. Colonel Manoel de Barrosis not arrested.p ‘ , .- . u .
3rdly. Chico Cagador and Cazumba are arrested; the first, ysix menths

after the commission of hiscrime, and the latter, eight months ;‘ and they are
now both unconditionally liberated, y, 7 1 , . _ , '

4th1y. 'Dr. A_ntonio Drummond and Manoel Fidelis are arrested immediately
after their praiseworthy action, are refused bail for a bailable offence, and suffer
eleven .months’ imprisonment; Colonel Drummqnd is arrested eight months

' after his, and suffers four months’ imprisonment: they are now honourably
acquitted, but without a word of compensation' for their enormous losses.
' 5thly. Twenty-six Africans still remain in slavery, a reward to their fortué
nate‘robbers. ' . ~ v ’~ ~- v *1 . '

Is this an encouragement to, Slave'i‘rade, or not ? h »
Colonel Drummond intends to lay his wrongs , personally before His

Imperial Majesty. . - 4 . ' ‘1 ' V ‘ 7 i
For myselfl‘I can only say that I have been actuated in all my acts during
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this painful afibir by neither personal enmity upon the one hand, uor friendship
upon the other ; but by a sense of duty, and a love . of liberty and of my fellow-

creatures. I have been censured by a Liverpool journal for attachlng “ one of
our best customers,” and by the Brazilian, in a manner Which I dld‘ not expect

from .its generosity or deserve from my antecedents, for I prize Constitutional

Government too much not to show towards it a partiality which I feel, and do

justice to its many merits when in my power ; but there still remains to me one
thing of which no one can rob me, and that is the heartfelt satisfaction which I
shall ever feel at having been instrumental to the liberation of many of my fellow-
creatures and their descendants from hereditary slavery, and in having defended,
to the best of my ability, an honourable and persecuted family.
 

V ‘ No. 281., . ‘

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Cltti'endon;—-7(R¢;ceived January 14,1857.)

(Extract) ' ‘ Pemambuco, December 22, 1856.

« MR. JERNINGHAM, my Lord, was kind enough to observe in one of his

de‘spatches to the Brazilian Government, that “ he; believed me to be a gentleman

of honour, incapable of making a statement which I did not believe,” and I now
declare to your Lordship, upon my honour, that I have never ventured an accu-
Sation in this. case, without having been fully convinced ‘of its truth: all have
been proved to be true by the decisions of the tribunals but the one great vital
point in the attain, namely, the complicity of the eX-President ; and this I have

been prevented from proving by obstacles presented by the Provincial Govern-

ment utterly impossible for me to have overcome ; but to show your Lordship
that I scorn to attack any man without giving him the opportunity of defence,
I . would request your Lordship to propose to the Brazilian Government to
sanction the appointment of a Mixed Commission to sit in Pernambuco, to
inquire into the conduct of the late President ‘ and the truth of my charges in
reference to the, Serinhaem affair ; and I Will abide by the result.

 

No. 282.

The Earl ofClarendcit t‘o ‘Coneul Cowper. 4

Sir, ' y . '- Foreign Ofice, February 3, 1857. ‘

. I HAVE received your despatch of the 22nd of _ December of last year,
suggesting that Her- Majesty’s Government should propose to the Brazilian
Government to, sanction the appointment ,of a Mixed Commission to sit in

' Perhambuco, in order to investigate the conduct of the late President of that
. province, and the truth of your statements With regard to the Serinhaem affair,
and in whiehyou state that you will be ready to abide the result of the proposed
inquiry.

I have to inform, you that I have instructed Mr. Scarlett to make such a
proposal to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs,- in answer to the Charges
made by the ‘ Imperial Government. against you, and as a proof that Her
Majesty's Government are desirous that your conduct, Which they think
honourable and praiseworthy, should be investigated. ‘ » ' ‘

' ' ‘ ' ' ' I am, &c. '
' (Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 283; .

Cansul waper to the Earl of Clarendonw-(Received Februafy 14.) '

My Lord, v Pernambuco, January 6, 1857.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

of the 8th ultimo, together with copies of a correspondence which has taken
place, by your Lordship’s command, between Lord Shelburne and the Secretary
of the Pernambuco Railway Company.

This‘ correspondence is very little Creditable either to the Company or to
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the contractor. In Mr. Bellamy’s letter to Lord Shelburne of the 12th November,
he states “ that Mr. Furniss declares Mr. Lowden’s statement to he untrue; that
he denies ever» having given any authority, either in writing or by word of
mouth, for the engagement or employment of slaves upon the works ; and that
Mr. Gardner and Mr. Lowden were employed by him for three months only.”

Your Lordship having directed a copy of Mr. Lowden’s letter to me to be
forwarded to the Board, Mr. Bellamy, in his reply of the 2nd December, states
that thevquotation made by Mr. Lowdenv from Mr. Furniss’ letter “ is garbled and
incorrect ;” and when your Lordship naturallygsuggested that the production of
the original letter would at once decide upon the accuracy of Mr. Lowden’s
statement, Mr. Bellamy, in his letter of the 6th December, declines doing so,
The conclusion is obvious, namely, that Mr. Lowden’s statement would have
been confirmed, and not refuted, by the production.

It is not a fact that Messrs. Gardner and Lowden were employed for three
months only by Mr. Fui'niss, and then dismissed ; they were engaged, I believe,
provisionally for three months, but they were actually employed for eight, when
they voluntarily resigned.

I must, nevertheless, in justice to the contractor, repeat, that I believe no
slaves to have been employed upon the works since May last, when Mr. Bayliss
took charge of them ; and, moreover, that it is his desire .to finish the Whole
undertaking, if possible, by free labour. ,

It is,- however, my duty to state to your Lordship my fear that the Article
No. 12, obtained by Mr. De Mornay subsequent to the original Concession, does
give the Company (strictly speaking, the contractor) the right of employing
slaves; and that, consequently, it would be no breach of their engagements to
the Imperial Government, or any infraction of the laws of England, were they
to do so : but that which astonishes me, is that a Company possessing a privilege
of this sort should have recommended itself to the notice of the British public
by an assertion at variance with this fact. ‘ H .

Perhaps your Lordship would allow me to suggest that. the opinion of the
Imperial Government itself may be taken respecting this rightheither of the
Company or the contractor, for it has been argued that although the Company
may not, the contractor may, employ slaves. ~M. Carvalho Moreira, Who is e.»
qflicio a Director of the Company, may perhaps be enabled to answer the question
authoritatively. '

 

' I have, 8w;
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

No. 284.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.:—(Received February 14.)

My Lord, ‘_ Pev‘nambuco, January 11, 1857.
ALTHOUGH I am enabled to report that no actual attempt at African

Slave Trade has been made upon the coasts of this Consulate, the Government
journal of this day announces” that ‘the President had received information of a
projected one, and had caused the men of war-steamers “ Recife” and 5‘ Beberibe”
to cruize during the last fortnight, in order to prevent it. '

I inclose to your Lordship a Quarterly Return of vessels engaged in Africancommerce, and suspected bf Slave Trade.
I have, &c,,

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.
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No. 285.

Consul Cowper t0 the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 14.)

My Lord, . . Pemambuco, January 13, 1857.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship Returns of the prices of

slaves in this province, and that of Alagoas, during, the two halves of the past
year, and your Lordship cannot fail to observe the great increase which has
taken place in those prices. '

I have, &c. - ~ ~
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

P.S.-—I add the Return from Paraiba, Which I have just received. ,
H. A. CL

 

,Inclosure 1 in No. 285.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Pernathbuco, during the
Year 1856.

 

Half-year ending J11119 30, 1856. HaIf-year ended December 31, 1856.
Description.

’ ' 
Currency. Sterling. Currency. V v. , Sterling.
 

Reis. Reis. £ 8. 11. £ .9. d. Reis. Reis. £ a. da » £ a. d.African males . u -. 700,? to 800$ 80} 4 2 to 91 13 4 850;? to 950$ 97 7 11't0108 l7 1

Ditmfemales .. .. 050,; 7505 74 9‘ 7 V 85:18 .0 850,11. 950,11 97 711 10017 1
Creolemales .. 1 .. .. 300,0 90019113 4 103 2 01,000,; 11,200111411 s 137 10 o
Ditt0,withtmdes .. ”1,0000 1,500,;11411 s 171 17 61,500,5‘ 1,000,;17117 6 ‘ 103 6 8
D1110, females . .. .. _700,0 800,? 30 4 .2 19113 41,000; 1,200,011411 a. 13710 0
Infants, sucking, 105 years 100,0 300,0 11 9 2 34 7 6 150,0 500,1 17 a ‘9 57 510

0 57 510 500,11 9001157510 103 2'6
 Children, 5 to 12 years . . 300,9 ' 500$ 34 7    
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, 00ml.British Consulate, Pemamlmco, December 31, 1856. ' " ‘ -‘

 

IncloSure 2 in No. 285.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of >the Vice-Consulate of Paraiba, during- the, half-year ending December 31,1856. ' , ‘

 

 

Description. Currency. _ Sterling. Remarks. 0

’Reis. Reis. £ 3. d. ‘ £ 8. d. ‘ ' .African males 1» .. .. .. .. .. .. .. None imported during the
' period. ‘ ‘Ditto females .. u 0.. 7 .. . V .. .. e. V 0 The eXportation of slaves coast-

‘wise has diminished greatlyCreole males » .. .. ..V ,000fito 1,2001;K 112‘ 10 0 to 125 since the prices have risen.

D1100, with trades .. .. , .. 1,2005 1,5005 125 ‘0 _0 156

Infants, sucking,to5yea.rs .. 1 200,? ’ 400$ 22 10 0 45 
0 0

5 0

Ditto, females .. .. .. 1,000,? 1,20%‘ 112 10 0 125 0 0

0 0

0 0Children,5to 10 years .. .. 500,13I 1300,? 56 5 0 _ 90  
 

(Signed) ' HENRY KRAUSE, Acting ch-oonguz; "British Vice-C'ansulate, Paraiba, December 31, 1856.

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 285.

RETURN of the Prices oi Slaves within the District of the Vice-Consulate of hiaceio, at the

' respective times undermentioned.

 1

For the half-year ending For the half—year ending

 

 

     
 

 

June 30, 1856. December 31, 1856.

Description. ' _ Remarks.

Currency. Sterling. Currency. Sterling.

Reis. £ s.‘ d. Reis. ,4: s. d. I

Domestic malesand females, of brown, yellow, ' 7 8 53: 5,4

and pale white .. .. .. .. .. 1,200; 135 q 0 1,400}; .157 10 0 £1 song é
9' S 3

Domestic males and females ofblaek eolourn 900,; 101 a 6 1,20% :135 0 0 -§ S g“:
V '

53%

Other descriptions of abIe-bodied slaves .. soot 904;. 0 1,000,; 1112 10 o E at ‘07,:
7-113} . g a:

Little children .. .. .. .. -2 31mm 500,; 332. to 561. 300; to 600 332. to 67!. a 0 '"'

l

(Signed) JAMES BURNE'lCT, ch-Consul.
Brittle?» Vice-C'omulate, Maceio, January 2, 1857.

No. 286.

Consul Cowper 'to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received February 14.)

My Lord, * Pemambuco, January I4, 1857.

I SOUGHT an interview yesterday with M. de Macedo to arrange certain

details respecting the treatment of British subjects at the Lazaretto, when his

Excellency informed me that he had been ordered to inquire into the‘ particulars

of a complaint Which I had made to your Lordship respecting the employment

of slaves upon the railway. ‘ . , y .

I recounted the facts of the caSe to his Excellency, which it is ufinecessary

for me again to repeat to your Lordship in detail. I told him . that slaves had

been employed upon the railWay When under the direction of Messrs. Gardner
and Lowden; that these gentlemen, the Chief Engineer, and Mr. Alfred de

Mornay, one of the Concessionnaires, not only did nottdeny this, but insisted

upon their right to do so ; th’atas the Company had recommended itself to the

British public, chiefly, for the very reason that slaves were not to be employed, I

considered this assumption of the right so extraordinary and so important

that I deemed it an imperative duty to report the fact to your Lordship.

That. upon the arrival of Mr. Fumiss and Mr. Bayliss, these gentlemen

finding that free labour was obtainable, ceased to employ slaves, and I believed

had continued to do so to the present day; but they insist upon the right with

the same tenacity as the others, and in this they are supported by M. E. de

Mornay‘, the joint Concessionnaire and Managing Director of the Company, upon

the apparently unanswerahle ground, that he himself obtained. the introduction
of the 12th Article of the Statutes to enable the contractor to employ slaves in
case of need. , ‘ ' '

The President appeared to be much surprissed at this statement: he assured
me that nothing could be further from the intention of the Imperial Government
than to permit the employment of slaves even in_ the most indirect manner ; it
indeed had no power to do so, for the Concession, which specifically forbids it,
was granted upon terms approved by the Legislature, and those terms could not
be invaded by any subsequent statutes; he begged me to point out Article 12,
Which I did, and his Excellency, taking my first view of its meaning, declared
that it did not apply to lahomrers at all; he added that. if M.. de Mornay could
speak authoritatively upon: this; point as Concessionnaire, so in like manner could
he, as the Minister who had negotiated the Concession and the statutes. He
gave me an instance of the determination of the Imperial Government, to
prevent all evasions or quih'hles: the contractors, carrying the argument ad
absurdum, had urged that the enactments 0f the Concession were unnecessarily
stringent upon the subject of the indirect employment of slaves, and inquired if
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they sent a piece of iron to a foundry for repair, and the work was performed by
a slave, if they would be liable to the penalty, and the Imperial Government had
disapproved of his having answered in the negative.

M. de Macedo promised to write by this mail to the Company in this sense;
and he added, “ If you become aware, Senhor Consul, of the further employ-
mentvof slaves 1upon the railway, you need not complain' to your own Govern-
ment : do so to me, and I Will enforce the penalty?

At the same interview his Excellency confirmed the reports of the expected
arrival of some Portuguese Slayers. ‘

 

, I have,i&e. '
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

No. 287.

Consul Cowper to' the Earl of CZaq’endon.——(Received February 14.)

(Extract) .Pm'nambuco, January 14, 1857.
YOUR Lordship will be good enough to hear in mind that the Drummonds

have been honourably and unanimously acquittedhy the Judges of the Court of
Appeal of all improper conduct in the Serinhaemv affair.

I request your Lordship also to recollect that upon the 2nd July last,
M. de Macedo in addressing me respecting Colonel Drummond made use of the
following expression : “ He may perhaps justify himself completely, or perhaps
he will find a last resource in the clemency of the Emperor 5” and that in my
accompanying despatch of the 17th of July, I stated it to be my conviction that
the Government had determined upon this as the course to befollowed. ,

V I'have nowheard that the Juiz de Direito of Rio Formoso has“ declared
that Colonel Drummond, at the time of his capture of the palhabote, was the
Delegate of the Police; that he did not perform that duty with suflicient
alacrity; and that for this omission he condemns him to be deprived] of his
' ppointment (which in point of fact he has never held since 1849), to 'be rendered
incapable of being employed for the future, and to be fined one—half of a year’s
income! This, the loss of 10,000l., and five months’ imprisonment, are the
rewards of this venerable and honourable gentleman for delivering 181 of his
fellow-creatures from captivity. , ‘ y V

In a public point of view, I beg your Lordship to observe, that if
anything can be more eondemnatory of the late President than another, it is the
decision that Colonel Drummond was, at the period in‘ question, Delegate of the
Police; if so, how can the eX-President satisfactorily account for not having
given notice to the chief police authority of the district of the expected arrival of
the slaver’! '

 

N0. 288.

The Earl of Clarendon 'to Consul Cowper.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofilec, February 28‘, 1857; - I
I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch of the 14th ultimo, reporting

What passed at a conversation Which you had with the Chevalier de Macedo
upon the subject of the employment of slave7labour on the works of the
. erilambuco and SEO Francisco Railv'yay ; and I have to state to you that Her
Majesty’s Government learn with great satisfaction that his.- Excellenoy is Of
opinion that the contractors have no right. toemploy slaves on the works of the
railway, and that he is determined to prevent the employment of slave-labour
on those works. ' ‘ , ' ,

I am, &c. '
(Signed) , CLARENDON.
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No. 289.

The Earl of Shelburne to Consul Cowper.

(Extract.) Foreign Oflice, March 7, 1857.
I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to ecquaint you that Her Majesty’s

Minister at Rio de Janeiro has been instructeril' tn make a communication to the
Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs upon the subject of the proceedings
adopted by the Brazilian Government against Colonel Drummond, as reported
in your despatch‘of the 14th of January last.

 

NO. 290.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendonar—(Received March 17.)

(Extract) . Pernambuco, January 24, 1857.

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the following report upon
Slave Trade and slavery for the year 1856 2——

During that period no attempt at foreign Slave Trade has proved successful,
but that an extensive and regulate organization amongst vthe‘traders for the
renewal of the Traffic, embracing in its rmnificetions this country, the United
States, Portugal, and Africa, was formed at the end of 1855. there can now exist
no doubt. The drain upon the northern provinces of the Empire by the increase
of the coasting Slave Trade to the south ; the destructive effects of the cholera
morbus upon the labouring population; and the impunity calculated upon,
from the supposition that the vigilance of the Government would have relaxed
eta part of its' coast so long free from these pirates’ visits, in all probability
gave rise to this combination. Its first overt aets were those of, the “ ZVIary
E. Smith” and the- Serinhaem slaver, but the first was captured by a Brazilian
cruizer and carried to Bahia, and the latter by a private gentleman of large
landed property upon the coast of Serinhaem, Colonel Gaspar de Menezes
Vasconcelles de. Drummond. V .

The admission of the captain of the latter slaver, that he had left other
Vessels loading upon the coast of Africa belonging to the same owners, the
appearance of three [suspicious vessels upon the shores ,of the Provinces of
Paraiba. and Rio Grande do-Norte, and, still more recently, of another upon
that of Alagoas, proves that, had it not been for some opposing and unlocked-
for causes, the Traffic would have been resuscitated in all its vigour.

I must beg your Lordship to consider the aflair under the following separate
‘ heads :-—

l. The speculatiOn;
2. The capture;
3. The robbery of the Africans ; and
4. The conduct of the authorities.

1. In the speculation, Colonel Jofio Manuel de Barros, a proprietor already
prosecuted for a former slave-trade transaction, has confessed himself, in the
public journals, to have been her consignee, notwithstanding which, he is still at
liberty, nor has he ever been arrested, and, in fact, no inquiry has‘ been made
into the afl'air as a speculation, or Who were the parties concerned in it.

y '2. In the capture, Colonel Drummond, Dr. Antenio Drummond, and _
Manoel Fidelis-were concerned, and they have all suffered a lengthened impriL
sonmeht, although now honourably acquitted; ’ '

3. In the robbery of the Africans, Chico Cagador and Cazumba were
concerned, and these men have received 22,000 milreis (about 2,500l.) from the
ex4authorities for the delivery of one half of the Africans whom they stole; they
retain the remainder in perpetual slavery, and after having been condemned to
six years’ imprisonment, are set at liberty without having endured a month of
that imprisonment.

4. The responsible authorities were the ex-President, the ex-Chief of the
Police, and, according to a'recent decision, Colonel Drummond: the two first
suspected, upon the strongest grounds, of connivance in the speculation, have
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never been que stioned; on the contrary, the former has been returned a mem-
ber of the Imp: :rial Legislature, solely through the influence of the Government;
and the second has been elevated to the bench; whilst Colonel Drummond,
Who liberated l 81 of his fellow creatures, has been imprisoned, persecuted, and
condemned to deprivation of office, incapacitated from holding another, and
fined one-half 013a year’s income, for having failed in his duty. ‘ ’

‘ In a general point of view the African Slave Trade may be said to have
ceased to exist in Brazil,‘ and I most willingly attest the behest desire‘of 'the
Government to asuppress foreign Slave Tradey and to supply the wants of labour
by other means .and from other sources. ‘ ’ - V

But there taxists another Species of Slave Trade,‘ not less cruel in its details
than the African , Which is more difficult to deal with, inasmuch as it is permitted
by law, is supported by the influence ‘of the proprietbrs,‘ the1 interests of the
vagabonds engaged in it, and is beyond the legitimate sphere of foreign inter;
ference; I mean the Coasting Slave Trade, to Which I have already Called'yonr
Lordship’s attent ion. The coasting traders have their establishments atthe‘ports‘,
and purchase th(:irs1aves from men of the lowest order, generally horse-dealers,
who bring them down from the interior; this is the real source whence the
coasting traffic is derived. ' ' , ‘ '

Your Lordship may imagine the state of demoralization into which this
trade, if encoura ged or even permitted, will eventually plunge the rural popula-
tion; man-stealing, the sale of'children by their parents, and all the horrors of ~
which we read a s occurring in Africa, will be », re-enacted here, and I am sure
that Brazil has a» greater interest in the sprreSsiOn of this native trade than
even that with th e coast of Africa, Whether she regards her progress in civilizae
tion, or feels a proper desire for the happiness and welfare of‘her people _: other—
wise, a native bar barism,will' be engendered more fatal toher prosperity than
any she could import from abroad. ‘. _ f ’ ' ’ 0‘ I - ' “ y 4
' To thehono ur of her legislators; however, a measure has alreadybeen
proposed to render, the export of slaves from one province to? another illegal :"I
regret to add without success ; but as referms are usually tardy under Constitu-
tional Governments, I do not deSpair of its final triumph. ‘ The ‘PrOvin‘VC‘ial
GOvernment, dreading the effects of the loss 'of labour which results fromthis
continual drain upon their population, have enacted stringent laws to check’it‘;
in this province the: export duty upon a ‘Slave'i’has been; raised to 200‘ milreis
(about 221.), and the: number allowed to accompany their masters as domestic
servants is strictly limited : the law is nevertheless evaded to a very great extent,
so muoh so that duty was paid upon only 37 slaves during the whole of last
year, and yet passports were granted to 606, who actually left the province
during the same period; and it is notorious that as many as 70 have left
by one vessel. I consider the real number of slaves annually exported from
this Consular district to amount to 1,500. v The Viee-Consul at Alagoas informs
me that 500 at least are exported from that province, and the Vice-Consul at
Paraiba, although satisfied of its incorrectness, can obtain no higher return
there than 30. I have not yet received returns fi'om Cean’). or Rio Grande do

orte. * ' V ,
I inclose a table based upon the official returns, Whichwill be sufficient to

show that upwands of 1,100 of the youngest slaves of these provinces are
annually torn from their country, relations and friends, and the physical capitalof the land reduce d‘ by the removal of that portion of its labour. _ -

No laws have: been enacted during the past year relating to slavery ; and, the state of the “slave in Brazil, excepting those ills which the increase of the
coasting trade has brought upon him, has neither ameliorated nor deteriorated.
Acts of gross barbarity are rarely practised, bUit that disregard of his humanity,
the inevitable cons equence of slavery, still exists, and will exist until the hydra.itself be finally des troyed. .. . ,
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Inciosure 1 in No. 290.

Acting Vice-Consul Krause to Consul Cowper.

(Extract) Paraz'ba, Decen Iber 3], 1856.

I HAVE the honour to state that, during the year ended this day, there

have heed no new African blacks imported into this province, al though it is my

firm belief that attempts have been made to do so. 1 e
The epidemy of cholera morbus which prevailed here during the months

of February, March, and April, caused great lliortgxlity amongst the slave popu-

lation; and the Want of field labourers is greatly felt by the Sllgar planters, the

greater number of them not being able to grind ell the canes Which are in their

fields‘read‘y to be cut for the present crop. . ‘
Free labourers are very scarce, and the wagee paid are enormous, averaging

from 800 reis to 1,1 milreis per diem, and even at those rates it is almost

impossible toge‘t them to work more than three or four days during the week.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 290.

Vice—Con‘sul Burnett to Consul Cowper.

Sir, ' * Macez'o; January 1, 1857.

, WITH Keference to the SlaVe Traffic, ‘z'I have the honour to inform you that t

' during the last quarter ’two Brazilian walr steamers and a “brig of war, arrived in

this £30143. and after remaining a few days, departed on a eruize to the north and

SOUth 912 the city. ‘ .
The President and Chief of ?olice are extremely watchful and VigorOus in

their dOings ‘on the ceast of this Prevince; detachments of soldiers are

Stationed in some places, and. military delegates are still in power at the small

’p’orts,
'

. During the true year no vessel of any description cleared out for the coast

of Africa, or arriVed from thezace. ‘ ‘
I have, &c. . _ U ‘ V

(Signed) JAMES BURNETT.

 

Enclosure 3 in No. 290.

Acting iVie-e-Odnsul Krause tO‘Gonsul Cowper.

(Extract) - Paraiba, 'Navember 8, 1856.

IN compliance with your circular Of the 17th October last past, I beg leave

to inclose herewith a. table, showing the number Of slaves that have been

dispatched through the public =ofl5ces of this Province for exportation, since

the 1st January this year, , , v

I must at the same time re: mark, thatvl consider this fi'n‘below the number

that really have been exported, because, in order to avoid payilg the export tax,

many’s‘lave-ownerseither 'take‘onze or? two slaves with them when they embark,

as their servants on ‘thezpassage,‘(')r manage ' to send them in the same capacity

by-one Or other of their aequainté nee who may be travelling: acne.

The business was at first ver' y lucrative, but since-t-he- cholera the prices of

slaves of all descriptions have risi 311 so much that it would be hardly worth the

while to purchase them here, pay the export-tax, passage, &c., to Rio.
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Inclosure 4 in No. 290.

TABLE showing; the Numberpf Slaves that have been Exported from the City of Paraiba from
January 1 to October 31, 1856, their Names, Place of Destination, and the Export Tax paid
into the Provincial Treasury. .

 

 

Datest ‘ Names of Slaves. No. . V Destination. ; I A$§§hts

. 1856 .. 2 ‘ 5 I A ' ' Reis.
May , =’l7 Izidro . .. .. .. 1 Rio de Janeiro .. 1003000

,, 17 Faulo . .. .; ' 1‘; Ditto .‘ .. .. 1003000
Juné 7 ' Manuel Coitinho . . , l Ditto . . . . . . I 100$000

,, ‘12 Rita. ,, _, 1 :- Ditto . .. .; magma

g, 14 José . . . .' . . . . 0 1 -Ditto . . . . . . . 100$000

,, 17 Justinho . . . . . . 1 Ditto . . . . . . . 10033000

July “18 José .. .. ..J .. 1 ‘Ditto - H .. .. .. 100$000

,, é4 Angelicé .. .. 1 ‘0in . .. ;. .. 1000000
,, 28 11mm , .. 1 : Ditto . .. ,,1 1003000

August 22 Chtharina .. ..; 1 [Ditto .. .. .. 10053000
,, 22‘ Bernarda I .. .. ,. '1 Ditto . ., 0 '.. ‘ .. 100$000

,,. 231050 .; ., ,_ ‘ >01 ‘ Ditto . .. .. 10035000

,;, 23; Bepedito .. .. 1‘ : Ditto . .. .. .. 10055000

,, 27; Francisco in .. .. ‘ 1 Ditto . .. .. 100$000

September 3' Joaquim .. .. . 1 Ditto . .. .. ..' 1003000

,, 5= Francisco .. .. .. 1 Ditto . .. I 100$000

,, Catherina .. .. .. l ' Ditto . .. .. 100$000

:Alexandre .. .. 1‘ Ditto; .. 1000000”

e
'
c
‘
p
m

,, Antonio ,. _, _ __ 1 Ditto . .. .. 100$000'

October 1 Monica ;. . . . . I 1 Ditto . . . l. . . . 100$000

,, 1 Benedito .. .. .. 1 Ditto ; .. I .. 10055000
,, 1 7 Thereza. ‘ . . I . .1 . . 1 Ditto . . . . . . . i00$000

,_, 17 v_i‘cieme' ., ,_ ,, 1 Ditto . .. .. 100$000

» 17 Bernardo ‘ . . . . I . . 1 Ditto . . . . .r . . 100$000

,, 18 Laurinda .. ,‘, .. 1 - Ditto . ,. __, , ' .. ,aoogooo
,, 28‘ Franco. and Mel. Pinto 2 Ditto . . . . . .'. 200$000

—————~

Total .. ’ .. 27- .. .. .. '.~. .. 2,70%000

     
 

,1 (Signed) HENRY KRAUSE, Actihg Consul.
British Viceiconsulate, Pmm'ba', November 6, 1856. ,
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Inelosure 5 in No. 290.

Vice—Cansul Burnett to Consul Cowper.

Sir, Maceio, November 12, 1856.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt" of 3mm despatch of the ‘18th of
October, requesting me to acquaint yon 0f the number, of slaves who have been
exported from this Province, for sale, during the last twelve months, stating at

the same time Whether this species of Traffiq has latterly been upon the
increase, or otherwise. I .

In reply I have to state, that during the last twelve months the number of
slaves exported from Maceio, San Miguel, and Perredo, to Rio de Jan eiro, has
not been less than 500 of the choicest description of slaves ; that this inhuman
Traflic has latterly been on the increase, caused by the high prices current for
them in the Rio market. I ‘ »

I have, &c.
(Signed) JAMES BURNETT.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 290.

LISTAOf the Numbers, Sex, and Age of Slaves Exported coastwise from the Consular district of
Pernambuco in 1856.

 

 

 

 

         
 

Age.. ,

Province. Males. Females. ‘ y Total. Remarks.

5 to 10. 101:0 20. 20 to 30. 30 to 40.

I

, ' . o s: a. e
Pernambuco 410 196 . 86 345 ‘130 . 45 606 = a 3,3;

' '5 5 a 1-1

Paraiba . . . 3. . . . . . . . . . . ' '30‘ E 3 ES
V . ' 8‘3“: 3 :5

Alagoas .. )0 .. ' .. .. .. .. 500 "Emu?

1,136 4: ... a u. U
E H

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, Consul.
British Consulate, Pernambuca,‘ January 1, 1857. ‘

_ No. 291.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendonm-(Received March 17.)

My Lord, ’ Pemambuco, January 31, 1857.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the printed Correspond-
ence between Great Britain and Brazil relative to the Serinhaem Slave Trade
afi'air. ‘

. As the course which your Lordship has adopted has no doubt been based
upon my reports of the facts of this case, it is my duty to your Lordship to repeat
that I maintain the truth of every statement Which I have made as a fact ; that
many of the assertions of M. Carvalho Moreira have been already, and others
can be, disproved. Under the first category falls his accusal of Dr. Drummond,
who has since been twice honourably and unanimously acquitted; under the
Second, his assertion that the police authorities were not removed from Serinhaem
at the time of the slaver’s arrival, for, if your Lordship deem it necessary, I Will
forward you translations of the official despatches which removed them; thirdly,
I deny that Colonel Drummond ever confessed to me that he had permitted the
slave-captain to escape; and lastly, every possible importance has been attached
by him to my having transmitted to Colonel Drummond the thanks of Her
Majesty’s Government, whilst no mention is made of the important fact that
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he had previously received those of his own Government for the very Same
services.

I inclose a small pamphlet by Colonel Drummond, which contains in the
appendix the official document alluded 10.1 crave your Lordship’s pardon for
not translating them upon this occasion, as the number of British deaths from
yellow fever, and the heavy duties resulting from them, occupy my whole
time.

. I have, 851:.
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

No; 292

ConsulCewperto the Earl 0f Clarendon.——(Receiwd March 24.)

My Lord, V V . V Pemambuco, March2,1857
I HAVE the honour to inclose toyour Lordship a Returnof the pmces of

slaves1n the Province of Ceara for the last half-year of 1856.
' I have, &Hc. _

(Signed) H.AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

Inclosure in No 292.

RETURN of the Prices of Slavas within the District of the Vice-Consulate of Ceai'ei. during the half-
yeai ending December 31,1856.

 

 

Description. i , Currency. _ V Sterling. ‘ ,. :Reiiiarkt.

‘ V ' Reis W > Reis. , H :6 a. (1.5 ‘ £0. (£1
African males .. .. 850$000 to 1,0003000 97 7 11 to 114 11 8

Ditto females .. .. 850$000 950$000 97 7 11 106 17 1

Creolemaies .. .. 1.0001000, 120051000 11411 8 13710 0

Ditto,withtrades .. .. 1,2003000 V, 1,3003000 13710 0 14019 2

Dittofemules" 1,ooosooo 1 1 1,2003000' 11411? 8‘" 13711070

Infants, sucking,to5 yeai's. ‘ 560$OOOV 700$600 57 ‘5 16 ‘80 4 2

Children,stol2ye111's 800$!)00 , 11001000 91» 13 .4 IV 126 010    
 

(Signed) - J; W.,STUDART, Vice-Consul.
British Vice-C'amulate, C'eard, December31,1856. ' ‘ '

 

CLASS B.
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’ No. 293.

Acting Consul Gardener to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receéved June 9.)

My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, April 19', 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reqeipt of your Lordship’s circular

despytch of 19th January last, citing a case of a purchase of slaves by one of

Her Majesty’s Consuls in Brazil, and observe that this is contrary to‘ the statute

6 & 7 Vict., cap. 98, even when the ultimate advantage may be in favour of the

slaves. ' ' .
, . I have, 8w.
(Signed) JOHN GARDENER.

 

No.294.

Consul Vefeker to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 4, 1857 .)

My Lord, Rio Grande, do Sul, November 1, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Return showing the average prices of

slaves in this province, for the six-monthly period ended 3lst December last.
I have, &c. \

(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

Inelosure in No. 294. '

RETURN showing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Prqvince of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, during

the six months ending December 31, 1855, compared with the‘Prices in the preceding haIf-year. '

 

Difference in Price
Average Pnees m 31:: monthly peueds to . in last six months.

 

Classes of Slaves. June 30, 1855. December 3], 1855. ‘ Increase. Decrease. Remarks.
 

Currency. Sterling. Currency, Sterling. Sterling. Sterling.

    

Reis: £3. d. Reins. £3. d, £s. d. £5. d.

 

’Agricultural.

Males . . . 72013000 78 0 0 800,5000 8613 4 813 4

Females. . . . swoon 7o 8 4 725mm 78 10 m 8 2 6

Domestic.

Males .. .’ . BIOMD 87 15 0 BWOO 93 V 3 4 5 8 4

Females. . . 75019000 8150 8003000 86134 584

Mining . . . None.

Newly Imported . . None.       
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER, Consul.

British Consulate, Rio Granola do Sul, November 1, 1856; y '
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No.1 295.

Consul Verblcer to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Februaryll, 1857.)

My Lord, I \ Rio Grande do Sul; ,November 1, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to inclose a Return showing the average prices of

slaves in this province, for the six-mouthly period ended 30th June last.
At the present moment there is a considerable demand for slaves for Rio de

Janeiro, and prices are consequently rising.
' _ , I have, 8w. , '

(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

Inclosure' in No. 295.

RETURN showing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande do Sulkduring the
six months ending June 30, 1856, compared with the Prices in the preceding half-year.‘

 

Difl'erence ih ma
. ' in last six months,

Classes of Slaves. December 31, 1855. June 30, 1856. Increase. Decrease. Remake.

Average Prices in six monthly periods to ’

 

 

Currency. Sterling. Currency..Ste1-ling. Sterling. Sterling.

 

Reis. £ .9. d. Reis. £V 3. 11. £ 3. 11. £ a. d.
Agriculimal. ’

Males . . . 3000000 ssi3v4 8803000 95 e s 3134
Females . . . 7253000 73 10 .10 3003000 86 13 4 s 2 6

120mm.

Males . . . 8603000 93 3 4 950W00 102 18 4 915 0

Females . . . 800W00 86 13 4 9205000 99 13 4 13 0 0

Mining . . . None.

Newly Imported . None. I       
 

, (Signed) H. P. VEREKER,, 00ml.
British Consulate, Rio Granule do Sul, November I, 1856. ‘

 

‘No. 296.

Uafls‘ul Verek‘er to the Eafl Qf Clarendon.—-(Received February 14, 1857.)

My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, December 31, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Return showing the average prices of
slaves in this province, during the six months ending this day.

' I have, &c;
(Signed) H. P. VEEEKER;
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RETURN showing the
months ending December 31, 185 6, compare
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Inclosure in No. 296.

Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande‘do Sul, during the six
(1 with the Prices in the preceding half-year.

 

Average Prices in six monthly periods to
Difference in Price
in last six months.
 

 

 

       
 

Classes of Slaves. June30,1856. December 31, 1856.‘ Increase. Decrease. Remarks.

1

Currency. Sterling. Currenqy. Sterling. Sterling. Sterling.

. ' ‘ ‘ Reis. £ 3. d. Reis. £ 3. d.‘ .4: s. d. :6 s. d.
Agricultural V

Males . . . 8805000 95 6 8 1,0005000 108 6 8‘ 13 0 0

Females . . . 800.3000 8613 4 9403000 101 16 8 I5 3 4

Domestic.

Males . ‘- 9503000 10218 4 1,1205000 I21 6 8 18 8 4

Females ‘- . . 92mm 99 13 4 1,050fi'000 11315 0 14 l 8

Mining . . 1 . Rune.

Newlylmpomd . None.

(Signed‘ H. P. VEREKER, Consul.

British Cbnaulate, Rio Grande do Sul, December 31, 1856.
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, v , , Nb;291 7 _ ,, . ,
Consul Westwaod t0 the Earl of ClarendonE—‘(R'eceéved Aprill21) , ‘

My Lord, ‘ . ‘~ ‘4 1 ' ' _ _R-io de Janeiro, March 10, .1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknOwledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

dated the 19th January last, having reference to a case Which occurred, in which
one of Her Majesty’s Consuls undertook to purchase, and to assume the
guardianship of, 3 young slaves ; and I beg respectfully to thank your Lordship
for the information therein contained.

 

I have, 810.
(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.

No. 298.”

Consul Westwoocl to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receieed August 11.)

My Lord, 7 Rio de Janeiro, July 4, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a Return

showing the prices of slaves in this province during the six months ending on
the 30th ultimo.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.
 

Inclosure in No. 298.
PAPER showing the Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio de Janeire, during the half-year ending

June 30, 1856, as far as can be ascertained by Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio de Janeiro. '
 

 

 

 

  

Price of Slaves. > Price of Slaves Remarks.
Class of Slaves. ' as per last Iteturn,

In currency. In sterling. m Sterlmg.

Reis. Reis. £ 3. d. :8 s. d. i. s. d. :6 s. d.
E h

Agricultural. ‘5 g
Males .. .. l,000$t01,400$ In 10 Oto 157 10 0 112 10 Oto 157 10 0 E, g”

Females .. .. 800$ 1,1000 90 o o 123. 15 0 90 o 0 123 15 0 3%;
£3 g
5 $5 ‘

Mining. 23 3

Males . . . . L. 3 3':
About the same as Agricultural. in § 6

Females . . o gm E
5 ““5 Z;

2:85
Domestic. , :5 E ,3 'g

Males .. ..1,000$ 1,600g 112 10 0 180 0 0 11210 0 180 o 0 135,35
é-aii ”

Females .. .. 1,0003; 1,400$,112 10 0 157 10 o 112 10 0 157 10 0 «aggg
8 H' :1 g,
'E: :2 9.? 5
Big; 0

Newly Imported. g” 2 5

Males .. .. E 3.3%
> None landed within the district of this Consulate during the past 3 g g;

Females .. six months. E5653;

 

(Signed) 1110. J. 0. WESTWOOD, Consul.
Rio ale Janeira, July 4, 1856. 7
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No. 299.

Consul Westwqod to the Earl of Clarendon.—r(Received September 8.)

My Lord, . Rio de Janeiro, July 22, 1856.

' I HAVE the honour to/ report for your Lordship’s information, that no

vessels are reported as having ar'rived at this port from the coast of Africa
during the quarter ending on the 30th u‘ltimo; a1;1d I transmit herewith a list of

the departures for Africa during the same period.
1 I have, 8w. '

(Signed) > JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.
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No. 300.

Consul Westwood to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received December 9.)

My Lord, n ' Rig de Janeiro, October 2, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to' transmit herewith a, Return of the vessels which are
reported to have arrived at this port'from the west of Africa during the quarter

ending on the 30th ultimo ; and also a list of the sailings for Africa during the

same period. ‘ ‘ I 'x
I have, &c.

, ' (Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.
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No. 301.

Consul Westwoadk to the Earl of Clarendonr—(R'eceived February 14.)

My Lord, . Rio de Janeiro, January 5, 185_".

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith for your Lordship’s information

a Return of the vessels that are reported to have arrived at this port' from the

coast of Africa during the quarter ending on the 3lst ultimo; and, also a list of

the Sailings for Africa during the same period.
, I have;, 8w; _

(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.
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No. 302.

: Consul Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 24.)

My Lord, . Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1857.

IT gives me great satisfaction to be enabled to report to your Lordship that

during the past year no slaves were landed in this provmce from the coast of

Africa; and that the authorities continue to emgloy the moststrmgent measures

to prevent any reappearance bf the Traffic. .

AI transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a Return showmg the

quantity and value of the staple productions (the result of slave 1abour)exported

during the year. 1856.
I have, &c.

(Signed) . JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.

 

Inclosure in No. 302.

STATEMENT of the Amount and Value of Exports of Stagle Productions from Rio de Janeiro, the

' result of Slave Labour, during the year 1856.

 

 

   

- Sterling value,

Description of Produce. Quantity. including Shipping Total.
' Charges and Duties.

tf; a. d. .3 s. d.

Cofi‘ee .. . . .. 2,098,312 bags 8,710,565 13 11 ' ‘

Sugar .. .. , .. 5,756 cases 150,177 10 0

Rosewood. . .. * . . 23,687 planks 78,364 2 3

» ~ ‘ 6,939,107 6 2

The value of other articles of produce, such as Hides, Horns, Ipecacuanhh, '

Rice, Rum, Tapioca, Tobacco, &c., exported during the year 1856,

may be estimated at . . . . . 400,000 0 0

 

367,339,107 6 2 
 1

‘ (Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD, Consul.

Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1857. ‘

 

No. 303.

Cbnsul’ Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 24.)

My Lord, I ' Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1857.

I HAVE the henour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information,
a Return showing the price of slaves in this province during the six months
ending on the 31st ultimo.

During the last year the value of slaves increased so much in this province
that large numbers were purchased in Bahia, Pernambuco, and other ports, by‘
unfeeling speculators, and brought to this city for sale. Many of these unfor-
tunate beings were brought from estates where they were born, and torn away
from relations and old associations in the most inhuman and cruel manner
possible.

A . I have, 8w.
(Slgned) ?JNO. J, C. WES'PWOODt
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PAPER showing the Price of Slaves in the Province of Rio de Janeiro, during the haIf-year ending
December 31, 1856, as far as can be ascertained by Her Majesty’s Consul a9 Rio de Janeiro.

 

Class of Slaves.

Price of SlaVes.

 

In Currency. In Sterling.

Price of Slaves
as per last Return,

in Sterling.
' Remarks.

 

Agricultural.

Males .. ..

Females ..

Mning.

Males ..

Females .. ..

Domestic.

Males .. ..

Females .. ..

Newly Imported.

Males .. ..

Females . . 0.

Reis. Reis. £ a. d. .33 s.

1,200$t01,800$ 137 10 Oto 206 5

800$ 1,4ooys 91 13 4 160 s 
} About the same as Agricultural.

1,00% 2,0002; 114 11 8 229 .3

1,000$ 1,60% 11411 8 183 6

 
11. £ .9. 01. £ a.

0 112 10 Oto 157 10

4 90 O 0 12315

4 112 10 0 180 0

8 112 10 0 , 157 10

d.

O
D
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Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1857.
(Signed) ,

 

JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD, Consul.
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No. 304.

Acting Consul Heaton to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received June 9.)

My Lord, St. Catherine’s, April 23, 1856.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the reception of a circular relating

to a case of the purchase of 3 slaves by one of Her Majesty’s Consuls, and shall

take due notice of the same.
The circular bears date of January 19, 1856?.

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. M. HEATON.

 

. No. 305.

Acting Consul Heaton to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received March 24, 1857;)

My Lord, St. Catherine’s, December 31, 1856.

I HAVE the satisfaction to report that, to the best of my knowledge, on

slaves have been imported direct from Africa into this province, and no vessel

has been fitted out for the Slave Trade, during the past year.
I have, &c.

(Signed) G. M. HEATON,
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BUENOS AYRES.

 

No. 306.
Consul Parish to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 14, 1857.)

My Lord, Buenos Agree, December 31, 1856,
FOR sometime past I have been made aware of suspicions being enter-

tained by Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio, that the facilities 'ofi'ered in the River
Plate for fitting out vessels for slaving voyages were likely to lead to attempts
being made by some suspected parties; and by last packet I was provided with '
a recommendation from the Mission at Rio to a Portuguese, Don José Alvarez
da Cunha, who, I was informed, had been useful in procuring information there,
and who could acquaint me with the intentions of several slave-traders as to
fitting out vessels ‘in these waters. This person had already communicated with '
Mr. Thornton, Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afl'airesvat Montevideo, and had given
him notice of a Spanish barque called the “ Sultana,” then lying in port, being
fitted out for a slave voyage. He further stated that this vessel had landed,
about four months previously, on account of the captain and a partner, a
Dr. Sevilla, a cargo of 800 slaves near Matanzas in Cuba, who Were. sold at 32
ounces a-head. These suspicions .were communicated, as I understand, to the
Spanish Charge d’Afi'aiI'es at Montevideo, and the captain, fi'om fear of being
searched, threw overboard the boilers' and feeding utensils he was provided With.
This statement was made known to me by Mr. Thornton. The vessel subse-
quently obtained a charter, and proceeded up the River Uruguay to load a cargo
of jerked beef, on account of Messrs. Sybils, Bujares, & Co. a Spanish house of
business of Montevideo and Buenos Ayres. I have made. since then, endeavours
to obtain some corroboration of the suspicions of myinformant, but as yet without
any success; but as I have been continually assured since of the intentions ofthe
captain of the “ Sultana ” to prosecute a voyage for slaves, and hearing at
length that the vessel was seen lying off the port of Gualeguaychu near the
mouth of the Uruguay, I thought it prudent to report all the circumstances to
Commander Derriman, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Harrier.” On my doing so, 'he
agreed to dispatch Her Majesty’s surveying schgoner "‘ Indian ” with a proper
ofiicer and crew to obtain information respecting the whereabouts of this vessel,
and if it were possible and advisable on the information obtained to search her,
to do so. The result of this inquiry I will report to your Lordship. In the
meantime I think that some watch should be kept on this vessel, which, if she
is on a slaving voyage, might, if not prevented, reach the coast of Africa in about
forty days from this date, from whence my informant states she would'proceed
direct to a part of the coast of Cuba, near Matanzas, where Dr. Sevilla holds, as
he says, some'three Ieagues of land on the coast, where he landed hisklast
cargo. I shall be glad to_have any special instructions which may be applicable
to the searching of vessels in the River Plate'to provide for any cases that may
occur.

w I have, &c.
(Signed) FRANK PARISH.

 



280 BUENOS AYRES.

No. 307.

The Earl of Clarendon to Comsul Parish.

Sir, queign Ofic'e, March 6, 1857.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 315:1: of December last, and with

reference to the concluding paragraph of that despatch in which you state that
you will be glad to receive any special instructions Which may be applicable to
the searching of vessels in the' River Plate, I have to acquaint you, in reply,
that I cannot perceive What the circumstances maybe which call for special
instructions in the case referred to in your despateh.

You acted rightly in communicating the circumstances relative to the
“ Sultana” to Commander Derriman of Her Majesty’s ship “ Harrier,” who
seems to have had no doubt as to his right to detain that vessel if it should
appear that she was equipped for the Slave Trade ; and I am not aware why
any such doubt should be entertained, as the Treaaties for the suppression of the
Slave Trade, concluded between Great Britain and the Argentine Confederation,
and between Great Britain and the oriental Republic of the Uruguay, authorize
the Commanders of British cruizers to detain slave-vessels under the flags of
those Republics without limitation as to the places where such vessels may be
found whether in the River Plate or elsewhere. And with regard to slavers under

' the Spanish flag, the only limitation in the Treaty between Great Britain and
Spain is, that “ the reciprocal right of search and tietention shall not be exercised
within the Mediterranean See, or within the seas in Europe, lying without the
Straits of Gibraltar, and which lie to the northward of the 37th parellel of north
latitude, and also within and to the eastward of the meridian of longitude 20°
west of Greenwic .”

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 



'C 231 )

FRANCE.

 

.No. 308.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Cowley.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, Ocyober l, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith, ‘for‘your Excellency’s information, a copy of a

despatch which I have received from Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro,*
reporting that in July last a French vessel arrived at Bahia with 4 free African
blacks on board, Whom the master had shipped as part of the crew on the coast
of Africa, and that, in compliance With Brazilian law, the authorities of Bahia
had refused to allow the negroes in question to land.

' ' ‘ I am, 820.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘ No. 169.

CLASS B.‘
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PORTUGAL?

 

.No.. 309'.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendbnm—‘(Rece'ified April‘2.)

My Lord, * . I Lisbon, March 28,, 1856.

. WITH reference 'to my despatch of the 28th of February last,* I have

the honour of inelosing a translation of a. note, dated the 24th instant, which I

have received from Viscount d’Athoguia, informiqg;me that no report had been

receivedbythe Marine Department from the Governor-General of Angola, with

respect tothe embarkation of a settler With 10-Vslaves on board theAmerican

vesse ‘5 Seamew,” bound for St. Thomas, Which formed the subject ofmy note

of the. 25th of ‘February,,but that orders have been dispatched to that functionary

to .Sendtqevery information concerning it. Considering that, as it is evident that

the Governor-General takes an erroneous View- of the stipulations .of Article

V of the Slave Trade Suppression Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Great

Britain and Portugal, further infractions of them might take place during the

interval which must elapse before Viscount d’Athoguia can receive Senhor

Amaral’s report, I addressed to his Excellency this day, the note of Which the

annexed is a copy, requesting him not to delay tnansmitting instructions to the

Governor-General not to allow settlers, removing from the territories under his

administration, to take with them other slaves, 111‘ the specified numbers, than

such as are their band fide household servants." "
' I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure l in No. 309.

. Viscount d’Athoguia to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) ‘ Palace, March 24, 1856.

WITH reference to the note Which you ti'ansmitted to me on the 25th

February last, I have the honour to acquaint you'that a communication was

made to me from the Marine Department on the ‘13th instant; to the effect that

”no informatiOn could be given With respect to the embarkation of a colonist

Witth slaves on board the. American vessel “ Seamew,” bound for St. Thomé,

which formed the subject of the documents whieh you sent to me, because no

report had been reeeived from the Governor-General of Angola of that transac-

tion,_ though possibly it might .have come by the brig “ Oriente,” Which was

unfortunately shipwrecked on entering the port of Lisbon. Nevertheless, 'in

order to meet the Wishes of Her; Britannic Majesty’s Government expressed by

,you, the necessary orders‘were dispatched at that date to the said Governor-

General to send every information, Which Will be transmitted to you as s00n as
it comes to the knowledge of His Majesty’s Government. .

' . .1 take, &c; 7 _ ‘
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

* Class B, presentea 1856, N6. 253.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 309.

Mr. Howard to Viscount d’Athoguia.

I/isbon, Merck 28, 1856.
THE Undersigned,‘ &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt" of the

note addressed to him, under date Ofthe 24th instant, by his Excellency‘Viscount
d’Athoguia, and acquainting him that no report had been’ received 'by the
Marine Department ' from' the .Governor-Generel of Angola, relative to the
embarkatien of a settler with 10 slaves on board the American vessel “ Seamew,”
heu'nd for ‘St. Thomas, Which formed the subject of the note of the Undersi‘gfned
of the 25th of February last, but that orders had 'been dispatched to that
functionary to send eVery information respecting it.

The Undersigned, in thanking Viscount d’Athoguia for this communication,
begs to submit that his ExcellenCy has already had the means of judging, fromthe Governor-General’s letter of the 7th September last to Sir George Jackson,
of which a copy was inclosed in the above-mentioned note of the Undersigned,
that Senhor Amaral takes an erroneous view of Article V of the Treaty. of the
3rd of Jul'y: 1842, between Great Britain and Pertugal, for the suppression of the
Slave Trade, inasmuch as he does not consider himself called upon, as has
been shown in the case of the “ Seamew,” to prevent the shipment of. slaves,
toWbe employed as field labourers, to‘ the enumerated Portuguese islands ; whereasthat Article expressly provides “that the 10 slaves by which a. settler removing
definitively from his residence in a Portuguese possession'on the coast of Africa.
shall be permitted to‘ be accompanied, shall be 601212 fide his household servants;

The Undersigned therefore begs to express the hope that Viscduntd’Athoguia Will not await the reply of the Govemor-General before acting up tothe wishes Which the Undersigned has had the honour of‘ conveying to him on
the part of Her Majesty’s Government, but that in order to obviate any infraea
tion, in the meantime, of the stipulations of Article V of the Tréaty, he Willgat
once transmit orders to Senhor Amara] , not to allow settlers, removing from the
territories under his administration, to take with them other siaves; in the
specified numbers, than such as are their band flde household servants, accord-ing to the literal aaceptation in which the term of “ bandfide household servants”is used in the Treaty. ' ‘ ‘ '

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) ' HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Not 310, , . .

MrQI-Ioward t6 the Earl Of Clarendon.—(Re‘ceived'April 2.)

My Lord, V ‘ , ‘ ~ Liston, March 28,’ 18:56.2;
“ , WITH reference to my despatch- of the .14th instant} I have thehonour to inform your Lordship that I learn from the Brazilian Minister, SenhérMonteiro, that, according to his last accounts from Opo‘rto, the purchase ef the 'liberty of the fugitive slave José Mairia, onthe part of the Portuguese Govern-.ment, was on the point of being completed, and that the affair may be consideredas terminated“ ‘ 7 1 , ' ‘ " t '

Viscount d’Athoguia told me that Orders had already been transmitted bythe Minister of the Interior for the payment of the money. ‘ ‘
. -I have, 8w. , _ . A v

(Signed) ' HENRY F.‘ HOWARD.

 

' *7 Glass B‘, presented 1856, No;-260a
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No. 311.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, ' Foreign Oflce, April 8, 1.856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 28th ultimo ;* and I have to

ac uaint you that I approve the note which you addressed to the Viscount

d" thoguia, requesting him at once to transmit girders to the Goyerhor-General

of Angola. not to allow settlers removing from the territories under his adminis-

tratiOn to take With them other slaves than such as are their band fide “ house-

hold servants,” according to the literal acceptatiqn in which that term is used in

the Slave Trade Suppression Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. No. 312.

Mr. Howard to'the Earl of Clarendonur-(Received‘Apr'il 12.)

MyLord, ' ' ‘ Lisbon, April 3, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

two despatches of the 19th ultimo, and one of the 26th. of the same monthsf

. I, this day, read to Visccunt d’Athoguia the two despatches of the 19th

March, the first approving of my representations relative to the fugitive slave

Jose Maria, and directing me to state to his Excellency the satisfaction with

which Her Majesty’s Government had learnt his concurrence with the Bill intro-

duced into the Chamber of Peers for the repeal of the law under which the

surrender'of that negro was claimed ; and the second, approving of my commu-

nications to his Excellency on the subject of the attempts which have been

made to renew the Slave Trade in Brazil. ' '

. ‘ i I have, &c. V v
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 313.

Mr. Howdrd to the Earl of Clarendonq—(Received April 25.)

My Lord, Lisbon, April 14, 1856.
IN answer‘to a question addreSSed to Viscqunt d’Athoguia in the sitting of

the Chamber of Deputies of the 29th- ultimo, his Excellency confirmed the
fact of the disappearance, about two months ago‘, from the port of St. Martinho,
in this Province, of a. Portuguese vessel, the “ Roberto,” under suspicions,
arising from the large quantity of articles of food she had taken on board, and

$5113 her having left her papers behind her, that she was destined for the Slave
a e. , ‘ '

. His Excellency stated that immediately on Iearning the fact, he had ordered
a strict inquiry into the case, and the suspension, pending it, of the Captain of
the Port and Harbour Master, and that he had likewise given directions, through

the Departments of Marine and of > Foreign Affairs for the capture of the'
vessel in whatever part of the Portuguese dominions she might make her
appearance. '

Under these circumstances, I addressed to Viscount d’Athoguia, on the let
instant, the note of which I' have the honour to inclose a copy, stating my wish
to co-Operate with His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government on this, as well as
on all other occasions which may present themselves, towards the objects of the
Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, and
requesting his Excellency, With that view, to be so good as to furnish me with
a description of the “ Roberto,” in order that I might transmit it to Her Majesty’s

“’5 N0. 309. ‘
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Government and to Her Majesty’s Representative at Rio de Janeiro, forthe use of Her Majesty’s cruizers. on the coasts of Africa and of Brazilrespectively.
I have now received from his Excellency the paper of which I have thehonour of inclosing a translation, but Which does not contain all the particularsI should have wished respecting the vessel. . '
I have forwarded a copy of it to Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afl‘aires at Rio deJaneiro. . '

I have, &c.
, (Signed) HERNY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure l in No. 313.

Mr. Howard to Viscount d’Athoguz'a.

Sir, Lisbon, April 1, 1856.
HAVING observed from the explanations given by your Excellency in theChamber of Deputies on the 29th ultimo, that about two months ago a patacho,called “Roberta,” had disappeared from the port of San Martinho, undersuspicions, arising from the large quantity of articles of food she had taken on.board, and from the circumstance of her havingleft her papers behind her, thatshe was destined for the Slave Trade; and being desirousOf cooperating “withHis Most Faithful Majesty’s Government on this occasion; as well as ‘on'all'others which may present themselves, towards the objects of the Slave? TradeSuppression Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, 'betWeen Great Britain V andPortugal, I shall fee] obliged if your Excellency will be ‘so good as to furnish mewith a description of this vessel, as Well as With. the particulars in yourpossession relative to her nationality, her master and crew, ther‘ tonnage andfittings, and her presumed destination, in order‘that I may transmit such desirableinformation to Her Majesty’s Government and to Her Majesty’s Representativeat Rio de Janeiro, for the use of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the coast of Africa.and of Brazil respectively. V _ ' -In addressing this request to your Excellency, I need not, I feel persuaded,remark upon the valuable assistance which might be rendered by,the Commandersof Her Majesty’s cruizers towards attaining the object Which your ExCellencystated you had in view, of effecting the capture of the vesSel in questiOn, in caseof the suspicious attached to her being realized. '

I avail, 8m. ' '
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No". 313.

1 Description of the brig-schomer- “ Roberto.”

, (Translation.)
BURTHEN, 10] tons. ' ’ ' .
Length, 1024 spans (the span is 8 inches).
Beam, 26'1 spans. . '
Depth, 12 spans‘ ’ " ' , a . ' ' VWith head, square stern, bulwarks, and a raised quarter—de‘ck. .‘ ' ' -’Her registerof ownership is made at the Inspector’s office here, under dateof 22nd November, 1855. ’ "The owner is Alexandre Magno Femand’es, residing at Bemfica, but he'isthe’ partner of A. O. Guimaraens; office at the Caes d0 Sodre.‘ '

(Signed) . FRANCO. ANTO. GONCALVES CARDOZA,
‘ ‘ Inspector;
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No. 314.

Mr. Howdrd to the Earl of Olarendom—fiReceived April 25.)

(Extract) Lisbon, April 18, 1.8.56.

THINKING it desirable that the proceeriings of the Portuguese slave-
trader Antonio Severino d’Avellar, Who, on his expulsion from Brazil, has
lately arrived in this capital, should be watched? I addressed on the 5th instant

to Viscount d’Athoguia the note of which 'I have the honour of inclosing a

copy, suggesting the expediency of measures being taken towards that object,
and I have since received from his Excellency the note dated the 9th instant,
of which I likewise annex a translation, acquainting me With his having written
officially to the Home and Marine Departments? with a view to the adoption of
such measures. ' '

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 314:.

Mr. Howard to Viscount d’WAthogm'a.

Sir Lisbon, April 5, 1856.
THE Portuguese subject, Antonio Severino d’Avellar,a notorious slave-trader,

who has lately been expelled from Brazil under strong suspicions of having been

connected with a landing of slaves which took place last autumn on the coast of

that Empire, having, as I have been informed, atrived in this capital, and there
being reason to fear, from the experience of the past, that he may engage in some
new slave-trading speculations, I take the liberty of suggesting to your‘ Exceh
lency the expediency of causing his proceedings to be watched, and in case he
should proceed to any other part of the Portugixese dominions, of transmitting

orders to the authorities of such places to exerciee similar vigilance.
I beg to remark that Aveflar was formerly a resident at the Island of

Terceira, whence, according to the information given to Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, he was in the habit of directing slave-tradi‘pg undertakings.

, Although I am fully aware of your Excellency? anxiety to take every

measure calculated to; suppress the Slave Trade, yet, thinking it possible that
your attention might. not have been directed to the nature of this individual’s
antecedents, I have deemed it advisable ta make tq you the suggestion

contained in this letter.
. I avail, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inelosure 2 in No. 314’.

Viscount d’Athoguia to'Mr. Howard.

(Translation) ' ' Palace, April 9,‘ '1856. "

I HAVE received the note which you were pleased tp'addr‘ess to me on the
5th instant, requesting that the Portuguese'subject Antonio Severino d’Avellar,

who has lately arrived in Lisbon, should he watched, inasmuch as having been

expelled from Brazil, upon suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, it is

to be feared that he will attempt fresh speculations of this nature. '

‘ Having examined the subject of the ahoVe-mentioned note, I have the

honour to‘ inform you that, under this date, I have addresSed official letters to

the Home and Marine Departments, in order that such measures as may be
found'expedient should be taken. ' ‘ ‘ ' ’

' . I renew, 8w.
(Signed): VISCOUN'l“-D’ATHOGUIA.

. ,._a
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No. 315.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendbn.-—~(Received April 25.)

My Lord, ‘ Lisbon, April 18, 1856.
I HAVE the honour of inclosing a co ”y of the note which, in [fulfilment

of the instructions contained in your Lords ip’s deSpatch of the 29th ultimo}t
I addressed to Viscount Athog'uia on .. the 151511 instant, bringing under his
notice the inhuman conduct, as reported by Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, of
the masters of two Portuguese Vessels named the “ General Rego” and the
“ Emilia,” towards several self—emancipated Africans Whom theyhad eri‘g‘agedto
convey from Bahia to that port. , A A, .

On my referring to the subject of this note at an interview Which I'had with
Viscount d’Athoguia yesterday, he expressed mu'eh horror at the co’hduct‘ of the
masters of the Portuguese vessels in question, and said that he Would giVe the
question his best consideration ; but that he feared it would be diflieult to bring
the offenders to punishment, inasmuch as theonl'y means which the Government
would have of proceeding against them Would be to prosecute them before the
tribunals, for Which purpose they would require witnesses, who could not be
procured unless some of the sailors belonging to the vessels could bediscovered‘,
and induced to bear testimony against the masters; the best means, he thought.
of preventing the recurrence of "stick misconduct would be to represent the
matter, as I had stated in my note your Lordship had done, to the Brazilian
Go‘vernment, in order that security should he exacted from the _ masters of
"vessels conveying liberated Africans to the coast of Africa. On his part,,he
added, he would write to the Portuguese Consuls in Brazil, directing them'to
afford to those negroes every assistance in their power.

I explained to his EXCellency that What Mr. Consul Campbell had recom-
mended was precisely that ”such masters of vessels shohld be required in Brazil
to give security for the performance of the engagements they entered into With
the class of Africans referred to.

I have, &c. .
(Signed) HENRY F‘. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure in No. 315. ,

'Mr. Howard to Viscount d’Athoguia.

_ Lisbbn, April 15, 1856.
IN compliance with the instructions which I have received from Her

Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Afl'airs, I have the honour of
bringing under your Excellency’s notice two cases, as reported by Mr.- Campbell,
'Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, in a despatch of the 21st of January last, of the
grossest injustice and breach of faith on the part of the masters of the Portu-x
guese vessels “ General Rego ” and “ Emiliaj” towards several self-emaneipated

Sir,

Africans Whom they had engaged to convey from Bahia to thatportg , .
, The “ General Rego,” commanded by Domihg'o Jo‘sé dayCOsta Lagel with
Angelo Ribeiro Dehar‘co as Supercargo, transported some ‘40 of these Afrieans as
passengers, under contract to land them With their; property at Lagos. _ Instead
of this, theSe unfiirtunate people were forced on share at Whydah, where they _
Were first plundered of their property. and,_on account of their being Egbes, ,were subsequently sent up to the King of Dahomey,- w'ho put ”to death all the,
adults, retaihing the childrenas slaves. _ ' “ . y .

The schooner “Emilial’? Captain Jacinto, supere'argo 'Cht'istophrCustodel,
also transported abdut 15 of the same class of Africans as passengers, but
instead of landing them at Lagos as Was agreed upon. put them on Shore againsttheir will at Aghwey, from which place they were only able: to get away through
the instrumentality of a Sierra Leone trader, named Harry Johnson, . who, ,
passing through Aghwey, gave them a passage in his Vessel, but the property ofthese poor people was retained on board the “ Emilia.”

* Class B, presented 1356“, no. 262.
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With regard to these cases, the Earl of Clarendon remarks, in his despatch

containing the above-mentioned instructions, that it is to be presumed that the

men whose deplorable fate is narrated by Mr. Campbell, must haye toiled

through several years of hard slavery in Brazil before they earned then: liberation

and obtained sufficient means to purchase an putfit; and to pay their passage

back to Africa; and that it is a peculiarly heartrending circumstance that on

reaching the coast of their native country, after so many hardships, 40 of them ‘

were forced on shore within the power of a merciless tyrant, who put them to

death, and that 15 others were plundered by the master of the vessel, and

exposed to, the imminent risk of being again sold as slaves.

The Earl of Clarendon, who has directed Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'aires

at Rio de Janeiro to make a representation to the Brazilian Government "upon

this afl'air, with a view to procure the adoption pf some precautionary measures

against similar violations of the engagements entered into by the Inasters of

vessels conveying Africans from the ports of Brazil to the coast of Africa, is not

aware how far the two Portuguese shipmasters who have been guilty of the acts

of inhumanity in question, can be made amenable to the laws of Portugal; but

he has instructed me, in making this communication to your Excellency, to state

that he feels confident that His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government will readily

take any steps in this matter Which may serve to stigmatize such heartless

conduct with the reprobation which it deserves.

I beg to add the observation that this question appears the more worthy of

the serious attention of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government, inasmuch as,

according to Mr. Consul Campbell’s report, it is principally in Portuguese

vessels that the self-liberated Africans take passage from the Brazils to the coast

of Africa.
I avail, &c. v

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 316. ‘

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received April 25.)

My Lord, Lisbon, April 18, 1856.

CONFORMABLY with instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 3lst ultimofi“ I have expressed to Senhor Monteiro, the Brazilian

Minister, the acknowledgments of Her Majesty‘s Government for the communi-

cations he made to me on Slave Trade aifairs, as reported in my despatch of the

14th of that monthd' -
Senhor Monteiro was much gratified by the message I had thus conveyed to >

him from your Lordship; and repeated the assurances of his anxiety to co-operate‘
with me on these questions.

, He then communicated to me two despatches which he had recently received

from the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Paranhos. The first, dated

February 19, relates to two matters which I had already brought under the

notice of the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, in consequence of a

letter from .Her Majesty’s Charge d’Aflaires at Rio de Janeiro, viz., the report

that an individual of the name of Pompeio Pompilio del Carpe, well known as a

former slave-trader, is the consignee of a Portuguese vessel fitting out at Angola

for the importation of 300 slaves into Brazil, and that two schooners are

preparing for the same service at Ambriz under the directions of Guilherme da
Silva Correa. The second is a circular despatch, dated the 22nd of ' the same

month. In this despatch Senhor Paranhos states, that the Brazilian Govern-

ment are induced to believe, by the late captures which have been made, that
the slave-traders intend renewing their criminal speculations in Brazil; and that

‘ the war in which the British ravy are engaged (it will be remembered that the

peace had not been concluded When Senhor Paranhos wrote), and the Brazilian

expedition to Paraguay, were the causes of this bold resolution. The slave-

traders, Senhor'Paranhos proceeds to say, have established the principal basis of

their operations in the United States and on the coast of Africa. Vessels for

the Slave Trade are built in the United States, and proceed from thence, directly,

* Class B, presented 1856, No. 263. 1- Ibid.. No, 259,
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or by Portugal, Brazil, and the River Plate, to the coast of Africa, the latter
route being preferred. . ,

The captain of the American vessel “ Mary E. .S'm'it ,” captured last
December by the Brazilian war—steamer “ Olinda,” off St. Matthew’s, in Brazil,
with a cargo of slaves on board, revealed that two more American vessels—a
lugger and a schooner, the “ Vilcotfi’ of New York—had entered one of the
perts of the west coast of Africa, between Cape Lopez and Loango, ‘in order to
take in a cargo of Africans for Brazil. The mulatto, José de .Parias, who
expedited the schooner seized in October last, near Pernambuco, resided at
Angola, where he built her. . The two vessels in question were to be expedited
by Joaquim Ignacio Riverosa, brother of Francisco Riverosa, the notorious slave-
trader, of Whom it is unknown whether he is in Brazil, or not.

Senhor Pallanhos, in view of these circumstances, directs Senhor Monteiroto require reports from the Brazilian Consuls in Portugal of any information
they may be able to procure, and to invite the co-operation of the Portuguese
Government towards carrying out the views of the Brazilian Government for thesuppression of the Slave Trade. .

He concludes his despatch by saying, that the British Government not ’being the less interested in that suppression, if its Diplomatic and ConsularAgents would come to .an understanding, and act in unison with those of HisMajesty the Emperor of Brazil, it is the will and determination of that augustSovereign that his Agents should accept and cordially lend themselves to. thatco-operation. . V
Having, on my first arrival in Brazil in 1853, proposed to the BrazilianGovernment, and succeeded in establishinguwith them; a co-operation on SlaveTrade matters, I cannot but consider as very satisfactory the wish now evinced bythat Government to extend the sphere of the common action.

' ' I have, 8m. , ' _
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. ,
 

No. 317. 4 . , ..

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendonre-(Received April '25.) .
My Lord, 1 Lisbon,-April 18, 1856.

AGREEABLY to the instructions contained in youi' Lordship’s ‘despatchof the 3'lst ultimofi‘ I have expressed to Viscount d’AthOguia. the» satisfactionwith which Her Majesty’s Government have learnt the decision of the Portu-guese Government to purchase the freedom of José Maria, the fugitive slavefrom the Brazilian schooner“ Iris ” at Oporto. ~ v ,

 

v . I have, &c. ' I
' (Signed) -‘ HENRY VF; HOWARD.

~ ‘No, 318.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 25.)

My Lord, ’ V ' Lisbon, April 1.8, 1856.‘
. IN order to strengthen the effect of the note which I addressed to Viscountd’Athoguia. on the 28th ultimo, requesting him at once to transmit orders to theGovernor-General ‘of Angola not to allow settlers removing from the territoriesunder his administration to take with them other 'slaves than Such as are theirband fide “household servants ” accqrding to the literal aeceptation in whichthat term is used in the Slave Trade Suppression Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842,I notified to'his Excellency, on the 14th instant, the approval of that note 'whichyour_Lordship has been so good as to convey to me 'in your despatch of the8th instant; - . ' . . ‘ _ ,The question has been referred by Viscount d’Athoguia to the UltraeMarineCouncih . "

_I have, &c.'
(Signed) ‘ HENRY F. HOWARD.

4‘ Class B, presented 1856, No. 264.
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No. 319.

Mr; Howard to the Earl 'of Clarendoma—(Received April 25.)

(Extract) Lisbonzn April 18, 1856.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship the translation

of a Project of Law presented to the Chamber of Deputies by Viscount d’Athoguia

on'the 7th instant, providing for the abolition of slavery, in the district ofAmbriz,

six menths after the publication of the Law in the Official Gazette of Angola;

and in the territories of Cahinda and Molembq, six months after What is termed

the terestablishment, by the Government, of administrative and military autho-

rities in each of them.
V Your LOrdship will perceive that the limits assigned by this Bill to the

district of Ambriz are, the Rivers Lifune to the south, and Zaire, 01- Congo, to

the north.
 

InclOsure in No. e19.

, > , Project of Law.

(Translation)
Gentlemen,

THE territory of Ambriz, in the Province pf Angola; was recently organized

[as a district Of that province, principally with a view to the suppression of the

Slave Trade, which has, notwithstanding all the measures taken for preventing it,

‘ Been constantly carried on there. ‘ In order, then, to put a stop to this inhuman

' Traflic in that district, and in the territories of Cabinda and Molembo, I have the

honour to Submit for your consideration, after having consulted the Ultramarine

Council, the following project of law :—- »

Article 1'. The state of slavery is hereby abolished in the following terri-

tories of the Province of Angola :—

1. In the district of Ambriz from the River Lifune to the River Zaire.

,2. In the territories of Cabinda and of Melembo.

Art. 2. This law shall come into force in the district of Ambriz six

menths after its publication in the “ Boletim Otficia ” of Angola, and in the

ether territories mentioned in the preceding Article, six months subsequent to

the reestablishment by the Government of administrative and military autho-

fities in each of them. ‘ ‘
Art. 2. All, legislative enactments to the eontrary are hereby revoked.

. ' (Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

Secretary of State’s Ofice for Marine amt
Colonial Afiairs, April 7, 18.56.

 

No. 320.

The Earl of Cldrendon to Mr. Howard._

Foreign ofice; April 26, 1856.,
h I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a. despetch which I have received

fi'em Her Ma‘ esty’s Consul at Bahia,* inclosing translations of two documents

eentaming information relative to the Slave Trede carried on from the» Portu-

guess flos‘session's on the west coast of Africa, which were found in the possessidn

of a Ortugueselnamed Joio José Vienna, who. was a passenger on board the

Amman vessel V“ Mary E Smith,” caP’Cfured with a cargo bf slaves on board off
the eeaSt 6f Brazil by a Brazilian etuizer in February last ; and I have t9 instruct

yen to communicate, to the Partuguese G0vemment the inclosures in the above
despateh' from Mr. Mergan. ’

sir,

 

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

* N6. 21-7.
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' No. 321.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, April 30, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 14th of April, and I have to

acquaint you that I appmve of your having applied to the Viscount. d’Athogula
to furnish you with a description of the patacho “ Roberto,” whlch 1s supposed
to have sailed from San Martinho on a slave-trading expedition. I also approve
of your having sent to Mr. Jemingham a copy of Viscount d’AthOguia’s answer
to your application. ,

I am, 850. >
v (Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 322.

The Earl of Clarendon to M1'. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, 411775130, 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 18th of April, I have to

acquaint you that I approve of your having addressed a letter to the Viscount
d’Athoguia, requesting that the Portuguese Government would watch the pro-
ceedings of the slave-trader Antonio Severino d’Avellar, Who has been expelled
from Brazil, and has lately arrived at Lisbon. .

V I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 323.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, May 1, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a deepatch whichI have received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda,* respecting the

increase of the Slave Trade on the coast to the south of Benguella.
I am, &c. .

(Signed) CLARENDON. 1

No.324.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiw, May 1, 1846.
I TRANSMI‘T herewith, for your information, copies of two dcspateheswhich I have received fi'om Her Majesty’s Commissioner’s at Loandaj‘ containing

their report respecting the state of the SIaNe Trade in 1855, and inclosing a
copy of a. Portaria therein referred to, imposing restrictions on the establishment
of factories on the coaet of Angola. ' ‘

v I am, 850. '
(Signed) CLARENDON;
 

No. 325. ,

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—'—(Received May 5.)

My Lord, ~ , Lisbmz, April 26, .1856. ,
WITH referenceto my despatch of the 14th instant,- inclosing a description, furnished to me by Viscount d’Athoguia, of the. Portuguese schooner“Roberto,” suspected of being destined for the SlaVe Trade, I have the honour

’7' Class A, No. 57. - f Ibid., Nos. 58 and 61.
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of transmitting herewith translations of a note of the 18th instant, which I

have received from his Excellency in reply to mine of the lst, and of the

despatch which accompanied it from himself as Minister of Marine, containing

particulars relative to that vessel, and to the circumstances under which it

disappeared from the port of San Martinho in this province.

In thanking Viscount d’Athoguia yesterday for this communication, I

pointed out to his Excellency the necessity of sitting this affair to the bottom,

with a view to ascertaining the complicity of persons in this country as well as at

An 01a. u ,
g His Excellency assured me that he- had already taken measures with this

view, and that the Government would do everything that is in their power to

frustrate the designs of the slave-traders. V

The Brazilian Minister, Senhor Maciel Monteiro, has been pressing upon

Viscount d’Athoguia and the Duke of Saldanha, as President of the Council of

Ministers, the urgency of keeping the strictest watch, both in the mother

country and in the Portuguese possessions oil the coast of Africa, over the

proceedings of all persons who have been engaged in the Slave Trade, and he is

to have a further conference with the Duke of Saldanha on the subject.

I have told both Viscount d’Athoguia arid the Duke that my Brazilian

colleague‘and I are acting in concert in this matter, and I have begged them to

consider the requests he may make to them respecting it as if they came from

myself, saying that if our three Governments cordially co—operate, at. this

juncture, towards the prevention. of the Slave Trade, our efforts cannot but be

successful. Both of these Portuguese Ministers have assured me of their anxiety

to afford their best co-operation in this respect, but the Government in this

country do not appear to possess any well organized or efficient means of

carrying out the necessary supervision.
I have, &c. .

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. $25. .

Viscount d’Athoguia to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) ’ Palace, April 18, 1856.

IN answer to the note which you were pleased to address to me on the

lstinstant, and in addition to my communication of the 11th, I have the honour

to place in your hands the inclosed copy of a qlespatch which was addressed to

me by the Marine, Department on the 12th of this month, containing all the

information which that Department has been able to obtain respecting the brig-

séhooner “Roberto,” which sailed unexpectedly from San Martinho on the 9th

March last. ‘

In thus complying with the wishes which you have expressed, I avail, 820.
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATI-IOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 325.

The Minister of Marine and Colonial Afayfirs io-Viscount d’AthOguia.

('I‘ranslation.)

Illustrious and Excellent Sir,

IN answer to the despatch which your Excellency Was pleased to address to
me on the 9th instant, together with a translation of a note from Her Britannic

Majesty’s Minister at this Court, in which he requests some information
respecting the brig-schooner “ Roberto,” which 'vessel sailed unexpectedly 011 the

9th of March last from'the port of San Martinho, where she was detaineil by the
custom-house of that place ; I have to state to your Excellency, for the informa-

tion of the said Minister, that the vessel in question having come under the
suspicion of being destined for the Slave Trade, in consequence of the nature of
her cargo, the custom-house and the Captain of the port refused to give up her
papers until such time as it should be ascertained whether these suspicions were
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well founded, in the event of which her departure would be prevented ; however,
in the meantime, the mate absconded with the vessel, leaving behind him the
ship’s papers ; from these papers it appears that the vessel is called the “Roberto,”
is Portuguese, and rigged as a brig—schooner, of the burthen of . 101. tons, length
1024: spans, beam 26'1 spans,,depth 12 spans; the owner is Alexandre Magno
Ferreira of this city, and who being called upon to give some information
respecting this occurrence, stated that at the time of the ship’s disappearance, he
was not her owner; for three days previous he had sold her to Jesé Antunes da
Costa, a Loanda merchant: this statementhe confirmed with the deed of sale,
Which he presented. V ' - .

By the official reports received here it also appears that the captain of the
vessel remained on shore, and that she was carried away by the mate, whose
name, according to the muster-roll, is Vidal José Preira Miranda, the rest of the
crew consisting of four seamen and five boys. »

God preserve, &c. ‘ .
Secretary of State’s 0ficéfor Marine and Colonial Afiairs.

 

No. 326.

M; Howard to the Earl 'of Clarendon.—fReceived May 5.)

My Lord, ‘ Lisbon, April 26, 1856.
WITH reference to my previous correspOndence relative to the fugitive

slave, José Maria, from the Brazilian vessel “ Iris” at Oporto, I have the honour
to report that Viscount d’Athoguia has informed me that the purchase of
his freedom has been completed ; Senhor Rodrigo da Fonseca Magelhaes, the
Portuguese Minister of the Interior, having paid the price of it, upwards of
1551., out of his own pocket. ' v > 1

The slave is, I understand, still in" prison, but Viscount d’Athoguia tells
me that he is so only temporarily on account of his violent assault upon the
police at the time he made his escape, and that there is a question of employing
him in the Portuguese navy. '

' , I have, &c..

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 327. ' , ‘

Mr. ‘Howard to- the Earl of ‘Clarendon.-4(Received May 14.). {

My Lord, V Lisbon, May 8, 1856.

IN execution- of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch
of the 26th ultimof‘ I addressed to Viscount d’Athoguia, on the 5th instant,
the note of which I have the honour to inclose a copy, covering the extract
of ‘ a Memorandum relative to the Slave Trade proceedings, at Angola and
Ambriz, of Arsenic Pompeio ‘Pompilio del' Carpe and Guilherme da Silva
Correa, fiirnished by Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Afl'aires at Rio de ‘Janeiro to the‘
Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, as well as translated copies, as trans-
mitted to your Lordship by Mr. Consul Morgan, at Bahia, in his despatch of '
the 8th of March last, of two docilments found in the possession of Joao José
Vienna, a passenger on board the American vessel “ Mary E..,Smith,” which‘was. ,
captured ofi‘ the coast of Brazil in December last, With a cargo of slaves; viz. :
1st, a letter addressed from Loanda by G. da Silva Correa to ‘Vianna; Vand,’
2ndly,- the manifest of the Spanish Vessel “Dolores,” supposed to haverbeen‘
engaged in the Havana Slave Trade. ' . , ; , .

I beg to observe that I had already, two months ago, in consequence of a
letter from Mr. Jerningham, brought the information contained in his-Memo-
randum relative to Del Carpe and. Correa,‘ under the notice of Viscount
d’Athoguia; and that Senhor. Monteiro, the Brazilian Minister, had likewise
done so, and received from his Excellency the assurance that orders hadheen
sent to the Portuguese authorities on, the west coast of Africa to keep a strict
watch over those individuals. '

a No. 320,
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On the receipt of your Lordship’s two‘ above-mentioned despatches, I
communicated their inclosures to Senhor Monteiro, who, at my request, .has
been so kind as- to say that he will write to the authorities at Bahia for legalized

copies of the two documents transmitted, in translation, .by Mr. Morgan, as well

as of any other papers that may compromise persons reeldmg 1n the Portuguese

dominions, with a view to communicate them to the Portuguese Government,

and to enable the latter to proceed judicially against such slave-traders.

At an interview which I had with Viscount Athoguia yesterday, I observed

to him that the letter which I had sent him, as written by Correa, contained

clear proof against him, and that the Spanish manifest of the Spanish veSSel»

“Dolores” was extremely important, as giving the ”names of the shlppers of her

cargo of slaves, and that these shippers appeared to be residents at Loanda and

Ambriz. »

I then ‘mehtioned that Senhor Monteiro intended writing for legalized
copies of those documents for communication to him, and that I'trusted that, in

the meantime, the Portuguese authorities on the coast of Africa would exercise

the greatest vigilance over the proceedings of the slave-traders in question.
His Excellency replied, that not only was he most anxious to root out and

punish those individuals, but the authorities at Angola were so likewise ; that it
was, however, very difficult to obtain legal proofs against them, and the

Government had not the power of expelling Portuguese subjects ; he should

therefore receive, with great satisfaction, any papers which might authorize

judicial proceedings against the culprits likely to lead to their conviction.
I have, 850.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. .327.

Mr. Howard to Viscount «Z’Athogm'a.

Sir, ' Lisbon, May 5, 1856.
IT will be in your Excellency’s recollection that, some time ago, I had the

honour of _ Blacing in your hands a .Memorandum containing the information

which had been transmitted to me by Mr. Jemin'gham, Her Majesty’s Charge

d’Afi'aires at Rio de Janeiro, relative to the Slave Trade proceedings of two
individuals, by the names of Arsenic Pompeio Pompilio del Carpe and Guilherme

da Silva Correa, at Angola and Ambriz, and xequesting that orders might be
transmitted to the Portuguese authorities on the coast of Africa, to keep a strict
watch over them.

I have now the honour of inclosirig to your Excellency, by the Earl of
Clare‘fidon’s directions, the extract of a Memorandum furnished by MrJerningham
to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, containing similar information.

I_further annex, likewise by the Earl of Clarendon’s orders, translated
copies, transmitted to his Lordship by Her Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, of two
documents which were found in the possession of Joa'o José Vienna, who was a
passenger on board the American vessel “ Mary E. Smith,” Which was captured
ofi'VSt. Matthew’s, on the coast of Brazil, by a Brazilian cruiZer, in December
last, with a cargo of slaves on board, and who is now in. prison at Bahia ; viz'. :
lst, a letter addressed from Loanda, on the 2lst of April, 1855, by the above-
mentioned Guilherme da Silva Correa, to the said Vianna, containing various

.' plans and instructions for the active prosecution of the Slave Trade. 2nd1y, the
manifest of the Spanish barque “ Dolores,” deStined, as it would appear, for the
Havana Slave Trade, with the names of the shippers.

These papers show in what a determined manner the Slave Trade is still
carried on in the Portuguese possessions on the coast of Africa, under the very
eyes of the authorities, and will, I feel persuaded, convince your Excellency of
the urgency of enjoining upon those authorities the exercise of redoubled Vigi-_
lance, in order to defeat the projects of the slave-traders, and to bring the
offenders to punishment.

I avail, &c.’_ ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 328.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.
Sir, Foreign Ofice, May 14, 1856;

I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th ultimofi‘f together with
its inclosures, containing further information respecting the Portuguese vessel
“Roberto,” Which disappeared from the port of San Martinho under circum-
stances which lead to the belief that she is about to engage in the Slave Trade,
and I have to aequaint you that I approve the language held by you in. this
matter to the Portuguese Ministers, as reported in your above-mentioned
despatch. '

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 329.

The Earl of Clarehdon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, 1,. Foreign OfiCexMay 14, 1856}
I HAVE receiVed your despatch of the 26th ultimo,1L stating that the

Portuguese Minister of the Interior has, at his own private expense, redeemed the
slave who, in August last, escaped from the Brazilian vessel “ Iris ” at Oporto;
and I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt withgreat satisfaction this highly creditable act of Senhor Rodrigo de Magelhaes.

- Iam,y&c. ,y '
(Signed) ' CLARENDON. ‘
 

No. 330.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Qflice, May 16, 1856.
'WITH reference to your despatch of the 8th instant, I have to acquaint

you that I approve the note which, in execution of the instructions conveyed
to you in my deepatches of the 26th ultimo, you addressed to the Portuguese
Government relative to the proceedings of certain slave-dealers in the Portu-
guese possessions'on the west coast of Africa. '

' ~ ' I am, &c.' ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 331.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Claréndon.——(Receiv_ed May 14.)

My Lord, , Lisbon, May 8, '1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 18th ultimo,i transmitting a copy

of the note of the 15th of last month, in which 'I brought under Viscountd’Athoguia’s notice the inhuman conduct of the masters of the two Portuguese
vessels, the “ General Rego” and “ Emilia,” toWards certain self-emancipated
Africans whom they had engaged to convey from Bahia to Lagos, I have the
honour .of inclos' g herewith translation, of his reply of the 2nd instant,received on the 5th ; copies of.two further notes from myself to his Excellencyof the 30th ultimo and 6th instant; and translation of a second note fi'om him
.Of the 6th instant. ' y iFrom Viscount d’Athoguia’s firstnote, your Lordship Will perceive that onthe 24th ultimo orders ‘were'given t0 the Crown lawyer to prosecute Domingos
Jose da Costa Lage, the captain of the“ General liege,” which has changed

*5 No. 325., 1» N0. 326." , 1 N9.-815.
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her name to that of “ Africano 3” that with regard to the “ Emilia” his Excel-

lency had written to the Consul at Bahia to make inquiries; and that he

expresses to me the wish that I should furnish him with any further information

which might come to my knowledge concerning the transactions in which these
vessels have been engaged, which information he conceives Her Majesty’s

Government might obtain through Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos.

In the second note Viscount d’Athoguia informs me that legal proceedings

had been' instituted, and that the captain, mate, master, and a passenger of the

“ Afi'icano” had been arrested, but that the judicial tribunals ‘not having
discovered any traces of crime against them, they had been acquitted, and the

vessel had taken her departure for Bahia. .,

The facts of the case are these: the yessel was embargoed on the

26th instant, just as she was about to put to sea, and the captain was arrested

and taken to prison on an accusation of complicity with the homicide of the

negroes whom he had deposited at Whydah. A few hours afterwards the other

three individuals, having been the only persons on board the vessel who had

performed the voyage in question, from Bahia to the coast of Africa, were also
arrested. Captain Lage defended himself by saying that the engagement he

had taken was not to land the negroes at Lagos, but at the last port where he

should take in cargo, and this turned out to be X’Vhydah, where, he stated, there

was an English as well as a Portuguese fort, ahd that he could not be held

responsible for the misfortunes which afterwards befell them. His companions

confirmed this story, and, as Viscount d’Athog‘uia informs me, there was no

means of obtaining evidence against him. ‘
The vessel’proceeded from the coast of Africa with a cargo of palm oil and

other produce to London, whence she took her departure for Lisbon, in December

last. Her papers are Stated to be in order. ‘
It appears that Lage is a well-known Slave Trade captain, and he boasts of

some daring feat against a British'cruizer.
Viscount'd’Athoguia considers that there are reasons to suspect that the

“ Africano” is destined for the Slave Trade, and he therefore writes to the

Portuguese Consul at Bahia to have her Watched on her arrival there, and I
have undertaken to do the same to Mr. Morgan.

When the “ Afi'icano” was stopped, staves were found on board her, but
not in sufficient quantity to authorise proceedings against her, the motive

alleged for their existence being the circumstance of their being required for the
palm-oil trade, in which the vessel is engaged. The fact of the same passenger
performing several journies with Captain Lage, is likewise calculated to excite
suspicion. " -

Although, as I understand, a dinner was given to Captain Lage on his
release, I feel convinced that the circumstance of his imprisonment for four days,
and of the detention of the vessel, will inspire some fear into the slave-traders.

On the arrestation of the captain and principal officers, the owners aban-
doned the charge of the vessel to the Government officers.

1 have, 810.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 331.

Viscount d’Athogm'a to Mn Howard.

‘ (Translation) , Palace, May 2, 1856.

IN answer to the note which you addressed to me on the 15th of April
last, respecting the conduct of the captains of the Portuguese vessels “ Emilia”
and “General Rego” (which last has lately changed her name to “Africano”),
towards some liberated negroes whom they had conveyed on board from Bahia
to Lagos, on the coast of Mina, I have the henour to inform you that a commu—7
nication from the Marine Department, dated 24th 'ultimo, states that on the
same date orders had been issued to the Crown lawyer to bring, Without delay,
an action against Domingos José da Costa .Lage, captain of the “Africano,”
now anchored in the Tagus. . ' ‘

With regard to the “ Emilia” I haVe to state to you that, according to the
above-mentioned communication, some suspicion has fallen upon the schooner
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“Emilia,” belonging to the port of Bahia, which was formerly called the “Eliza
Maria,” and, in consequence, I. am about to write oflicially to the Portuguese
Consul at that port, that he may state whether the said schooner had been on a
voyage from thence to the coast of Africa, and whether, on her muster-rolls, the
name of Jacinto 0r Christovao Custodioloceurred. ’

His Majesty’s Government wishing, however, to obtain all possible informa-
tion, in order to enable our Courts of Justice to act with certain knowledge of
the case, I have to request that you Will be so kind as to transmit to me any
fresh information which may come to your knowledge upon this subject.

I renew, &c.
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’A’I‘HOGUIA.
 

Inclosure ‘2 in No. 331.

hfr. Elozlsnwl t0 Viscount tll-‘ilhoguia.

Sir, Msbon, April 30, 1856.

WITH reference to the note which I had the honour of addressing to yeur
Excellency on the 15th instant, and of which you were so good as to acknow-
ledge the receipt in yours of the 17th instant, relative to the inhuman conduct
of the masters of the two Portuguese vessels “ General Rego” and " Emilia,”
towards certain selflemancipated negroes whom they had engaged to transport
from Bahia to Lagos, on the west coast of Africa, Inow beg leave to inclose
two certified extracts from the despatch to which I therein referred, of Mr. B.
Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, of the 21st of January last, to the
Ear}. of Clarendon, containing his statements relative to the cases of those vesseis.

I do myself the honour of transmitting these extracts to your Excellency,
iu the event of their being of use to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government in
the prosecution ofthis aflhir. . ’ ' ' ’

Your Excellency will perceive that,’ according to the account given by
Mr. Consul Campbell, it was to’ Lagos that the masters 'of the two above-named
vessels had engaged to transport the negroes they had taken on board at Bahia.

v I avail, &c.’
(Signed) , HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure 3 in Noi 331.

It’Fr. Howard to Viscount d’Athoguiai

Sir, ' Lisbon, May 6, 1856.

'I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, yesterday, of your Excel-
lency‘s’ note of the 2nd instant, in which you are sorgood as to acquaint me
with the steps taken by the Marine Department, in consequence of my note of
the 15th ultimo, bringing under your notice the inhuman conduct ofthe masters
of two Portuguese vessels, the " General Rego” (now “ Africano”) and the
“ Emilia,” towards certain self—‘emancipated uegroes, whom they had contracted
to convey to Lagos on the coast of Africa. In thanking your Excellency for
the adoption of ‘ the measures thus announced to me, which Her Majesty’s
Government, to whom I propose sending a copy of your Excellenoy's note, Will,
I am persuaded, learn with. much satisfaction, I beg to state that I will not fail,
in compliance with your request, to furnish you with any further information
Which I may receive on the subject in question. ,

Awaiting the obliging communication by your Excellency of the result of
the legal proceedings instituted against Domingos J'ose’ da Costa Lage, Captain
of the “ Africano,” I avail, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 331.

Viscount d’Athoguia to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) Palace, May 6, 1856.
I HAVE before methe note which you were pleased to address to me on

the 30th April last, and, in thanking you for the transmission of, the documents
which accompanied it relating to the Portuguese vessels “ General Rego ” and

CLASS B.
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"‘ Emilia,” I am about to make the proper use of them. It is my duty; however,
to acquaint you, in addition to my communication dated the 2nd instant, that I
am informed, through the Marine Department, that a criminal action had been
instituted against the captain, mate, master, and a passenger of the ship
“Africano,” and their arrest effected; and I am further informed that the Courts
of Justice, having failed in discovering any vestige of criminality, these indi-
viduals were discharged, and the vessel has alneady sailed from this port for
Bahia.

I renew, &e.
(Signed) . VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

No. 332.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendonn—(Received May 16.)

My Lord, Lisbon, May 10, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 8th instant, reporting the measures

taken by the Portuguese Government in respect to the vessel “ General Rego,”

now called the “Africano,” which last year conveyed certain liberated negroes

from Bahia to the coast of . Africa, I have the honour of subjoining a statement

which I have obtained of the substance of the deposition made by her' captain,

Domingos José da Costa Lage, on his being interrogated by the tribunal before
which he was summoned.

It appears from this deposition that the “ Africano ” belongs to a Portuguese

merchant settled at Bahia, Estevfio José Brochado, and that she left the port of
Bahia. on the 17th March, 1855, bound for the coast of Mina with a cargo of
rum and tobacco on the owners’ account ; that there was a supercargo on board,

under whose orders the captain, Domingos da Costa Lage, acted; that the cargo

was sold on the coast, fiom whence the vessel groceeded to London; that the

captain had taken on board, at Bahia... some 40 liberated negroes, to be landed

at such ports on the coast of Mina as these negrees might choose, that is to say,

at the ports situated between San Jergé da Mina and Lagos, if the vessel should

put into this latter port, otherwise, in the last port where the vessel might

complete her cargo : 3 of these. negroes landed, 9f their own accord, at Aghwey,

the others went with the vessel to Ajuda, where the supercargq, Angelo da Costa
Ribeiro, toid the captain that, as the vessel had completed her cargo, there was

' n0 occasion to touch at Lagos, and he consequently put the negroes on shore;

Some of them, having previously intended to remain in that neighbourhood,
landed of their own consent ; others, however, expressed their disappointment
at not proceeding to Lagos. The captain did all that was in his power to satisfy
the latter. An English vessel happening to be at anchor at Ajuda, he thought
ofputting these negroes on board in case it should be the intention of the master
of this Vessel to go to Lagos, which, unfortunately, he had not. .The “Africano”
remained in the port some time after the landing Of the Iiegroes, during which
they were not iH—used. Nothing had since been. heard of the ill-usage of which
these negroes had been represented as the victims, nor is creditgiven to such
representations, since the King of Dahomey is a man of a humane and mild
disposition, and, besides, much in the habit of living on a good understanding
with Europeans. The negroes, after their landing, kept on the best terms with
the captain, and even applied to him for assistance when some of them were
attaeked by fever.

The magistrate, not having any substantial proofl has been obliged to dismiss
the charge. ‘

The supercargo above mentioned did not accompany the vessel to Europe.
The other individuals who were arrested here on the same occasion, as

reported in my above—mentioned despatch, deposed to a Similar; effect. ‘
From Captain Lage’s account of the humane character of the King of

Dahomey, your Lordship will be able to judge of the degree of veracity to be
attributed to his deposition.

' I have, &c. '
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 333.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, May 20, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th instant, and I have» to

acquaint you that I approve the notes, of which copies are therein inclosed,
which you addressed to the Portuguese Government respecting the inhuman
conduct of the masters of the tWo Portuguese vessels “ General Rego”_and
“ Emilia,” towards certain selfaemaneipated Africans whom they had engaged to
convey from Bahia to Lagos. ,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 334.

Mr. Howard to the Ea'rl of Clarendon.——-—(Received AIay 24.)

My Lord, Lisbon, M'ay I7, 1856.
I HAVE communicated to Viscount d’Athoguia the despatch of the

22nd of January last, from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loandato your
Lordship, a copy of which was inclosed to me in your Lordship’s despatch
of the 1st instant, * reporting the shipment on the 3lst of the preceding
month of a cargo of upwards of 500 slaves on board of an American vessel
bound for the Havana, from a spot situated between the River San Francisco
and Cape Mary, as well as the proceedings of the slave-dealer Lucas, in
connection with that embarkation, and of other slave—traders, as exemplifying .
the fears there are of a revival of the Slave Trade in the Province of Angola»

His Excellency was already in possession of the information contained in
that despatch relative to the reported shipment, and said that every measure in
his power should be taken to prevent the renewal of the Trade; that he was
about to send out another cruizer, a corvette, now in port here, to Angola, but
that he much regretted that thePortuguese Government had 110 steamers to
employ on the service in question, and could not afford to purchase any for the
purpose. , .

Viscount d’Athoguia stated that he was sorry to say that Captain Rodovalho,
the commander of the Portuguese naval station on the west coast of Africa
station, was coming home on account of his health, but that he should send out
a good man to replace him.

I stated that I knew that Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Afi'aires at Rio Janeiro
had recommended an increase to the steam force of Her Majesty’s squadron on
the Brazilian station ; that in consequence of my own experience I fully concurred
in his recommendation, and that I did not doubt but that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment would now have it in their power to augment their steam power on the
west coast of Africa.

Viscount d’Athoguia informed me that Viscount Sé. had brought into the
Chamber of Peege a Bill authorising the expulsion from the Portuguese posses-
sions of notorious sIave-traders, which, if passed, would apply to cases like that
of Lucas. '

I have likewise stated to Viscount d’Athoguia the approval conveyed in the
despatch of Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, dated the 29th of January

‘ last, of which I received a.copy in your Lordship’s despatch of the 1st instantj'
0f the Portaria isshed by the Governor-General of Angola on the 28th January,
With regard to the control to be exercised over the establishment of factories in
that province, and the employment of slaves in them. '

I have, &c. H
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

* No. 323. , + No. 324.
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No. 335.

Mr. Howard to the EM of Clarendon.—(Received May 24.)

My Lord, Lisbon, May 17, 1856.

7 IN:order to conclude the history of J056 Maria, the fugitive slave from the

Brazilian vessel “ Iris ”'at Oporto, which has formed the subject of much corre—

spondence between Her Majesty's Legation and your Lordship, I beg to report

that he arrived here a few days ago, and proceeded at once to return his thanks

to the Minister of the Interior, Senhor Rodrigo tla Fonseca Magalhaes, who had

paid the price of his freedom out of his own putse, falling upon his knees and

calling Seuhor h’Ingalhaes his master.

Senhor Magalhaes explained to José Maria that he was now his own master,

and was perfectly free, but hitherto the negro has been unwilling to quit the

house of his benefactor, where he remains until he finds a situation.

, Viscount d’Athoguia informs me that Jose Maria states-himself to be a

native of Angola, and to have been kidnapped qn that coast whilst fishing, and

' sold into slavery; and that he has refused a free passage, which has been offered

to him, back to his own country.
. I have, &0.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 336.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendo-rt.——(Received June 3.)

My Lord, Lisbon, Mray 26, 1856.

‘ WITH reference to my despatch of the. 8th instant, transmitting the

copy of a note which I addressed the 5th to Viscount d’Athoguia, calling

his attention to the Slave Trade proceedings, at Angola and Ambriz, of Arsenic

Pompilio Pompeio de Carpo and Guilhemie da $i1va Correa, and inclosing trans-

lations of a letter from the latter, and of the manifest of a Spanish slaver, the

“ Dolores,” found in the possession of Vianna, a passenger on board the

American slayer “ Mary E. Smith,” captured ofl" the coast of Brazil in December

last, I have the honour of forwarding herewith a translation of a note of the 21st

instant, which I have received from his Excellency, and in which, after alluding

to his preliminary answer of the 8th, he informs me that instructions had

already been sent on the 7th April last to the Governor-General of Angola to

cause a watch to be kept over the movements of the above-mentioned indi-

viduals, and that on the 17th of this month my note of the 5th and its inelo-

sures had been transmitted to that functionar‘y, in order that he might take

such measures as might seem the most appropriate in regard to those

individuals. '
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

Inclosure in No. 336.

Viscount d’Athoguia to Mfr. Howard.

 

(Translation) ' Palace, May 21, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, in addition to my note of the 8th of

this month, that the Marine Department has informed me that, by a Portaria

dated 7th April last, the proper instructions were transmitted to the Governor-

General of the Province of Angola to cause a watch to be kept upon the move-

ments of Arsenio Pompilio Pompeio de Carpo, and Guilherme da Silva Correa,

who are stated to be the principal agents in that province for the odious Traffic

in Slaves ; and that, on the 17th instant, the said Governor-General was made

acquainted with your note of the 5th, and with the other documents which it

inclosed, in order that he may take such measures as may seem most appropriate

with regard to those individuals. .
I renew, 810.

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA‘
#1
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No; 337.

Ma Howard to the Earl of Clarcfidon.—(Reeeived June 3.)

(Extract) ’ Lisbon, Mtg 27, 185.6. 4‘
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

two despatches of the 14th instant.
V Having met the Minister of .the Interior, Senhor Rodrigo da Fonseca
Magalhaes, at the Palace a few days ago, I took an opportunity of stating to
him that I had received a despatch from your Lordship expressing the satisfac-
tion withwhich Her Majesty’s Government had learnt his highly creditable act
in redeeming, at his own private expense, the slave, José Maria, who escaped,
in August last, from the Brazilian vessel “' Iris ” at Oporto. '

His Excellency assured me that, even if the purchase of the slave’s freedom
could not have been completed in this country, he had concerted means with the
Brazilian Minister here, Senhor Maciel Monteiro, for effecting it in Brazil by
taking advantage of a Brazilian law Which prescribes certain cases in which a
master is obliged to sell his slave. ' - x ‘

His Excellency said that he should not fail to press through the Cortes,-
during the present session, the Project of Law introduced into the Chamber of‘
Peers by Viscount Sé, repealing the Decree under which José Maria had been"
claimed.

At an interview which I had this day with Viscount d’Athoguia, I read to
him your Lordship’s above-mentioned despatch, and took upon myself to place
a copy of it in his hands for communication to Senhor Magalhaes.

 

No. 338.

MT. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendon—(Received JuneB.)

My Lord, , Lisbon, May 28, 1856.
WITH reference to my ‘despatch of the 8th instant, I have the honour

of inclosing, herewith, a translation of a furthernote‘of the 26th instant;
which I have received from Viscount d’Athoguia recapitulating the reasons for
which the captain of the Portuguese vessel “Africano,” late "‘ General Regofi’
and the other individuals belonging to that ship, who had been arrested on a.
charge connected withvthe inhuman treatment experienced by certain liberated
negroes landed on the West coast of Africa, had been set at liberty by order Of
the judicial authorities, and informing me that :15, according to the declarations of
the Attorney-General of the Crown, it had appeared from the prOCess Which had
taken place that the principal criminal was in the Province of St. Thomas, the
necessary documents were being collected, and every judicial measure was being
taken in order to the institution of the proper legal proceedings in that
provmce.

'I propose writing to Viscount d’Athoguia to thank him for his obliging,
communication on this subject. ‘ V 7 ‘ _ '

' Ihave, &C. V _ . ' _
(Signed) _ HENRY‘F. HO WARD.

 

Inclosui'e in N0. 338. V

L Viscount déAt‘hoguia to Mr. Howard; 7 x ‘ .

(Translatio11.) V ' ‘ . Palace, May 26, 1856.
IN addition to my notes of the 2nd and 6th, instant, and in afi‘SWer to that

Which you addressed to me on; the latter date, I have the honour to inform you
that the Marine Department has communicated to me on the 2Ist instant that,
according to a despatch of the Attorney—General, no proof having been elicited
0f the crime of' which Domingo's José da Costa Lage, captain of the “ Africano,”
and the other persons belonging to that ship were accused, they were discharged
by the Judges' ‘ . i
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I further state to you that the Marine Department also informs me that,

according to the statement of the same Attorney-General, it appears from the

rocess that the principal criminal being, most likely, in the province of

St. Thomas, he would proceed to collect all the necessary documents, and to take

all judicial measures for instituting the proper action in that transmarine

province.
I renew, 819.

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

No. 339.

ThetEarl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, . Foreign Ofice, June 4, 1856.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a deepatch fi'om

Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afl’aires at Rio de Janeirqfi“ inclosing a copy of an article

taken from the “ Jornal do Commercio ” of that capital, in reply to one which

was published in the “ Jornal do Commercio ” of Lisbon, on the subject of the

arrest and expulsion from Brazil'of the Portuguese slave-trader Antonio Sev'erino

d’Avellar.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.
v

No. 340.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 6, 1856;

WITH referenCe to your despatch of the 27th ultimo, I have to acquaint

you that I approve of your having placed in Viscount d’Athoguia’s hands, for

communication to Senhor Magalhaes, a copy of my despatch of the 414th ultimo,

expressing the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at his conduct in

redeeming the slave José Maria, who escaped from the Brazilian vessel “ Iris”

at Oporto.
I am, 810.

(Signed) CLARENDON».
 

No. 341.

Mr. Howard 50 the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Received June 26.)

My Lord, ‘ Lisbon, June 14, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatches‘ of the 4th and 6th instant.
. Thinking it expedient to draw the attention of the new- Minister for Foreign

Afi'airs, the Marquis de Loulé, to the various Slave Trade matters which I have

treated with his predecessor, and some of Which are still pending, I read to his

Excellency, on the 12th instant, and delivered to him, the Memorandum of

which I have the honour to inclose herewith a copy.

The Marquis de Loulé stated that he was not yet conversant with the

questions which formed the subject of my Memorandum, but that he would give

his best attention to them.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

* No. 126.
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Inclosure in No. 341.

Memorandum.

MR. HOWARD croit devoir appeler l’attention de son Excellence l_eMarquis de Loulé sur les preuves fournies par leg documents annexés 5. 1a noteen date du 5 Mai, qu’il a eu l’honneur d’adresser flu Vicomte d’Athoguia, de lapersévérance avec laquelle des ne’griers bien ‘connus, et entre autres ArsenicPompeio Pompilio del Carpe et Guilherme da Silva Correa, attirés par laperspective des grands profits qu’ofl'rent les prix e’levés des esclaves, continuent éfaire la Traite, avec le Brésil et la Havana, dans les possessions Portugaises duPortugal sur Ia cfite occidentale de l’Afrique, sous les yeux, on pourrait presquedire, des autorités Portugaises, et malgré les efforts que font, comme Mr. Howardest prét 5. 1e réconnaitre, 1e Gouverneur-Général actuel d’Angola et le Com-mandant de la station navale Portugaise, Ie Capitaine Rodovalho, pour lasupprimer. ‘ -
Mr. Howard a regu avec un bien vi'f plaisir de M. le Vicomte d’Athoguia Iesassurances les plus formelles que le Gouvernement de 83; Majesté Trés Fidéleavait déjé donné les ordres nécessaires pour faire surveiller, et punir s’il étaitpossible, les nég’riers en question, et qu’il prendrait toutes les mesures en sonpouvoir pour frustrer leurs desseins‘ iniques. Mr. Howard ne do'ute pas unmoment que le Ministére actuel ne renouvelle ces ordres et ne mette en exécu—tion 'les intentions annonce’es par celui qui l’a précédé. Les sentiments élevés deson Excellence le Vicomte de Sé da Bandeira pour la suppression de la Traite‘etl’abolition de l’esclavage lui en sont 1e gage 1e plus sfir. D’aprés une note queMr. Howard a adressée é. M. 1e Vicomte d’Athoguia en date du 5 Avril dernier, 1eMarquis de Loulé verra qu’il juge nécessaire que Ie négrier Antonio Severino deAvellar, sujet Portugais, derniérement arrivé en cette capitale aprés avoir étéexpulsé du Brésil, soit surveillé par les autorités Portugaises. Mr. Howard crOitqu’il serait également convenable d’exercer une stricte vigilance sur les enter-prises des autres négriers résident taut ici qu’a Oporto. '
Mr. Howard croit aussi devoir appeler l’attention de son Excellence leMinistre des Afi'aires Etrangéres sur la question du traitement barbare quen’éprouvent que trop-souvent les 'Africains libérésd’e 1a part des capitaines desvaisseaux Portugais sur Iesquels ils s’embarquent généralement poulflretoumerdu Brésil en Afrique, qui fait l’objet des notes que Mr. Howard a adressées aM. 1e Vicomte d’Athoguia en date du 15 et 30 Avril, et du 6 et 31 Mai. LeVicomte d’Athoguia a déjé pris, dans [es cas spécialement indiqués parMr. Howard, toutes les mesures que les circumstances réclamaient, mais i1 serait édésirer que son Excellence le Marquis de Loulé ne perde pas cette question devue et continue £1 recommander, comme Ie Vicomte d’Athoguia await p’romis' dele faire, aux Consuls Portugais au Brésil, ainsi qu’aux autorités Portugaises surla céte d’Afrique, de s’intéresser dans 16 sort de ces Africains. . 7Il reste encore :21 Mr. Howard de se référer 3112 notes qu’il a; adressées auVicomte d’Athoguia 1e 25 Fevrier, 1e 28 Mars, et le 14 Avril, mais auxquelles i1n’a pas encore regu de réponse définitive, relativement au transport qui ‘s.’estfait de Loanda pour l’Ile de St. Thomas sur le batiment Américain “ Seamew,”de certaines esclaves en contravention du Traité du 3 Juillet, 18.42,, entre laGrande Bretagne et la Portugal, pour la suppression de la. Traite, et d’engager sonExcellence 1e Marquis de Loulé de vouloir bien, en conformité au désir eXprimédans la nofe de Mr. Howardren date du 28 Mars, transmettre des ordres, si celan’a. pas été déjé fait, au Gouverneur-Général d’Angola, qui parafit avoir mal-intéliprété 1e sens del’Article 5 du susdit Traité, de ne pas permettre aux colon’é qulquittent 1e territoire sous son administration, de prendre avec eux, dans Ie Hombre,déterminé, des esclaves autres que ceux qui sont bondfide leurs serviteurs domes-tigues (“ bond fide household servants ”), d’aprés l’acceptation Iittérale. damslaquelle Ie terme de “ bondfide household servants” est employé dans lg-Tr-aité.‘Le’gation de Sa Majeste" Britannigue, ‘ '

Lisbanne, le 12 Juin, 1856.
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No. 342.

The Earl of Clarendon to My. Howard.

Sir, Foreign 017568, June 26, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 14th of March last, I inclose,

for your information, a copy of a despatch Which I have received from Her

Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Rio de Jaueirofl" stating that the expulsion of

the Portuguese slave—trader Avellar from Brazil was the spontaneous act of the

Brazilian Government. . -
I am, 810.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 343.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, 7 Foreign Ofice, June 30, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 14th instant, I have to
acquaint you that I approve the Memorandum which you delivered to the

Portuguese Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, calliqg his attention to the various

questions cOnuected with 'the Slave Trade on which you had been in correspond—

ence with his predecessor, and which were pending at the time of the dissolution

of the late Portuguese Ministry; and I have to state to you that if, after a

reasonable delay, you should receive no answer to your representation, you
should again call the attention of the Marquis de Loulé to the matters treated of

in your Memorandum.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 344.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receivcd July 4.)

My Lord, Lisbon, June 27, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a despatch of the 20th instant,

which I received on the 23rd from Mr. Consul Johnston at Oporto, covering the

» copy of a letter from him of the first-mentioned date to the Intendant of Marine
at that port, communicating the information which had reached him that a

schooner, the “ Locomotora,” then in the Douro, was destined to be employed

in the Slave Trade. . .
Immediately on the receipt of this despatch, I addressed to the Marquis de

Loulé the note of which the inclosed is a copy, requesting the earliest possible

transmission of orders to the Portuguese authorities at Oporto, to detain the

“ Locomotora,” and to cause a strict inquiry to be instituted into the suspicious

circumstances connected with her.
On the following morning I received a message from the Portuguese Foreign

Department, stating the transmission by the Marquis, at 6 o’clock, of the

necessary orders on the subject, to the Civil Governor of Oporto, and yesterday;

the very satisfactory note of the 25th instant, of which I have the honour to
annex a translation. was delivered to me, detailing the various measures taken

by his Excellency, in consequence of the information conveyed by me to him'
concerning the “Locomotora.”

Besides returning my acknowledgments personally to the Marquis deLoulé

at an interview Which I had with him yesterday, I addressed to his Excellency
this day a note, of Which the accompanying is a copy, expressing my thanks for
the full and prompt manner in which he has acted up to my wishes in this
matter. ,

* No. 138.
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I have acquainted Mr. Consul Johnston with the measures thus taken by
the Marquis de Loulé in regard to the “‘Locomotora,” and I have instructed him
to centinue to watch this case, and to report to me its progress.

I have, &c. .
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure I in No. 344.

Consul Johnston to Mr. Howard. ,

V Oporto, June 20, 1856.
I BEG to inclose a. copy of a letter which I have addressed to the

Intendant of Marine in Oporto, respecting a vessel called the “Locomotora,”
now in the Douro, which I believe to be designed for the Slave Trade;

Her consignee here is Senhor Bernardo José Machado, Who was consignee
of the “ Guerra,” mentioned in my letters to Sir Richard Pakenhamfof the 21st
of January and 2nd of February, .1854. '

Sir,

, I have, &c. ..
(Signed) EDWIN J. JOHNSTON.
 

Inclosure 2 in No. 344.

Consul Johnston to the Intendomt of Marine.

Excellent Sir, / Oporto, June 20, 1856.
I BEG leave to inform your‘Excellency that it has been stated to me thatthe schooner “ Locomotm'a ” (said to have sailed from New York under the flag

of the United States of America, as the “ Locomotive ” , which now lies in the
Douro, and is likely to sail very soon, in ballast, is intended to be employed inthe Slave Trade ; that her present crew is not Portuguese, but is composed of
men of. different countries ; and that it is with the same crew that she 'is intendedreally to be manned when at sea, although means will be used to give her the
appearance of sailing, in all respects, as the laws of Portugal require.

' I have, &c. , ' ’ »
(Signed) EDWIN J. JOHNSTON.
 

Inclosure Bin No. 344.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.
Sir, Lisbon, June 23, 1856. i

I HASTEN to transmit to your Excellency a copy of a letter which was
addressed on the 20th instant by Mr. Johnston, Her Majesty’s Consul at
Oportd, to the Intendant of Marine at that port, communicating the informa-
tion which he had received relative to a vessel called. the “Locomotom,” now. in
the Douro, which Mr. Johnston believes to be destined for the Siave Trade;
and I have at the same time the honour to request your Excellency to be so
good, as to cause the earliest possible instructions to be forwarded to the autho-
rities at Oporto, in order that this vessel may not be permitted to leave ‘the
Douro until a strict inquiry shall have taken place into the ' suspicious-circum-
stances connected with her, and that, if sufficient ground should be found for so
doing, legal proceedings may be set on foot against her master, crew, and
owners, Or other persons having an interest in'her; moreover, that all such
other measures may be taken as are calculated to frustrate the nefarious purposes
for which it appears she is intended to be employed.

I beg to add that the suspicions attached to the “ LoComotara ” are increased
by the fact which is reported to me by Mr. Consul Johnston, viz., that her
consignee at Oporto is Senhor Bernardo José Machado, who was consignee of
the “ Guerra,” a well known slaver, which upwards of two years ago succeeded
in-evading the Vigilance of His Most Faithful Majesty’s authorities in that city.

. I await, &c. , '
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

CLASS - B.
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Inclosure 4 ‘in No. 344.

The Marquis de Loule’ to Mr. Howard.

(Trimslation) Palace, June 25, 1856.

I RECEIVED the note Which you were Pleased to address to me on the
23rd instant, bringing to my knowledge the cpmmunication which the British
Consul at Oporto made to the Marine authonities at that city, respecting the
ship “ Locomotom,” suspected by him to be destined to the Traffic in Slaves.
Having taken into due consideration the remarks contained in your abOVe-
mentioned note, I have the honour to inform you that yesterday, at 6 o’clock A.M.,
a telegraphic order was sent to the Civil Goyernor of Oporto to proceed in
accordance with the law and the Treaties, should the information respecting this
vessel prove to be (correct; and I have to aqid that the Portuguese, Consul-
General in the United States having made known to this office the purchase and
change of flag of the said vessel, by the Portu uese subject Antonio Rodrigues
Vieixja, I acquainted the Minister of Marine Wi h the same on the 16th instant,
and on this day I write officially to the same Minister, as well as to the Minister
of the Interior, upon the subject of your note, ‘m order that those Departments
may take such steps as the case requires. ,

I reserve myself then to make known to you the result of the inquiries
about to be instituted, and I avail, &c.

(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE.

 

,Inclosure 5 in No. 344.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

' Sir, Lisbon, June 27, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, yesterday, of your Excel-
lency?s note of the 25th instant, communicating to me, in reply to mine of the
23rd instant, the various measures which you have been so good as to take in
respect to the schooner “Locomatom,” at Oporto, susPected of being destined
fer the Slave Trade, and I hasten to return your Excellency my best thanks for
the full and prompt manner in Which you have acted up to the wishes expressed
in my above-mentioned note.

I ayail, &c.

 

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 345.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 4.)

My Lord, Lisbon, June 28, 1856.
. , THE Project of Law, the presentation of which to the Chamber of Deputies
by Viscount d’Athoguia I had the honour tq report in my despatch of the
18th of April, providing for the eventual abolition of slavery in the district of
Ambriz, and in the territories of Cabinda. and Molembo, on'the west coast of
Africa, having passed in that Chamber on the 14th instant, was yesterday adopted
by the Chamber of Peers.

 

I have, 8m.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 346. '

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 4.)

My Lord, . V Lisbon, June 28, 1856.
y I HAVE the honOur to’ report to your Lordship that a Project of Law,

Which engtnatEd 1n the. Chamber of. Peers, enacting the liberatiOn of the children
of iémale slaves. born 11! the transmarine provinces of Portugal subsequently to
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its publication, passed, in the Chamber of Deputies, on the 14th instant, with an
amendment, proposed by the Deputy Senhor Moraes Carvalho, to the effect that
such children shall be obliged to serve the masters of their mothers, gratuitously,
until the age of 20 years, these masters being obliged, in their turn, to provide
for their board and education, and that such service may cease upon the
payment of an equivalent for'the expense of board and education. It is further
stipulated by this Bill that children, up to 7 years old, shall always accompany
their mothers in the event of the latter being sold or exchanged; that female
slaves obtaining their liberty be allowed to take With them their children up to
the age of 4 years ; that the children of the women having a right to maintenance
are likewise entitled to be maintained by the masters as long as the gratuitous
services of the mothers last; and that the Government are likewise authorised
to take the necessary means for carrying out these provisions.

This Project of Law Will now revert to the Chamber of Peers.
I have, &c.

(Signed) . HENRY F. HOWARD. '

 

No. 347.

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Lavradz'a.‘

M. 1e Comte, ForeignOfice, July‘7, 1856.
WITH reference to the letter Which I had the honour to address to you on

the 12th of March lastf" acquainting you that no information had been received
at this office With regard to certain orders Which the Government of His Most
Faithful Majesty was under the impression that Commodore Adams, the Com-
mander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the west ‘coast of Africa, had
given for the detention of all Portuguese Vessels employed in carrying slaves the
property of any Portuguese colonist who may be proceeding from one port to
another of the Portuguese possessions on the coast of Africa, I now beg leave to
acquaint you that I have received a commuication from the Board of, Admiralty,
stating that Commodore Adams denies having given any such orders as those.
imputed to him, and disclaims any intention to act otherwise than in strict
accordance with the stipulations of Article V of the Treaty of the 3rd of July,
1842, between this country and Portugal, for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

' I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 348.

TheEarl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign 'Oflice, July 8, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, the accompanying copies of

a correspondence with Count Lavradio resPecting an impression entertained by
the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty that Commodore Adams, the
Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the west coast of Africa, '
had given orders for the detention of all Portuguese vessels employed in carrying
slaves, the property of any Portuguese colonist who may be proceeding from one
port to another of the Portuguese Possessions on the coast of Africa '

' ' I am, &c. '
(Signed) , CLARENDON
 

Inclosure l in No. 348.

- Count Lavradio to the Earl of Clarendon, February 11, 1856.

[See Class B, presented 1856, No. 245.]

 

V ‘1‘ Class B, presented 1856, No. 254.
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_ Inclosure 2 in No. 348. .

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Layradio, July 7, 1856.

[See No. 347.]

 

No. 349.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 8, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 27th ultimo, inclosing copies

of your correspondence with the Marquis de Loulé respecting a. vessel called the
“Locomotom,” fitting out in the Douro, Which Mr. Consul Johnston reported
was suspected of being destined for the Slave rDrade, and I have to acquaint you
that I approve your proceedings in this matter; and I have to instruct you to
express to thevMarquis de Loulé the satisfaqztion with which Her Majesty’s
Government have learnt the prompt measures that have been taken by the
Portuguese authorities with regard to this vessel.

I am, 810.
($igned) CLARENDON.

 

,No. 350.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July '9.)

My Lord, . Lisbon, July 3, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour
to transmit herewith a translation of a further note of the 30th ultimo, which I
have received from the Marquis de Loulé, containing the information which had
been forwarded to him by the Civil Governor of Oporto, relative to the suspected
slaver, the schooner “ Locomotom,” now in the Douro.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 350.

The Marquis de Loule’ to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Palace, June 30, 1856.

IN addition to my note of the 25th of this month respecting the schooner
“ Locomotom,” I have the honour to communicate to you that the Civil Governor
of the Oporto district informs me, in a despatch of the above date, that the said
schooner entered the Douro on the 29th of May last, from New York, in twenty-
five days, with a crew of nine men, including the Master J050 da Cunha Ferreira;
that she brought a cargo of log-wood, consigned to Bernardo Jose Machado,
aCcording to the statement of the Master.

The Civil Governor adds, that the change of flag consequent upon her
becoming Portuguese property was provisionally authorised by the Portuguese
ConsuI-General at New York, and as she could not leave the Douro without
legalising this change of flag, it appears that application had been made to the
Oporto custom—house for her measurement, in order to obtain the Royal passport
from the Marine Department, thus legalising her Portuguese nationality.

He further adds, that on the same day he held a conference with the
Intendant of Marine, who was already placed on his guard, as well as the
Director of the custOm-house, and the police authorities, to take such measures,
in concert, as the case might require. ‘ v

That magistrate concludes by stating that it is said the above-mentioned
schooner is about to return to the United States with a cargo of wine ; that in
ther meantime the Intendant of Marine had remarked that the proportions of
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the schooner more resembled those of a crui'zer than of a merchant-vessel, having
as yet no cargo on board.

In transmitting to you this' information, and. reserving to myself to make
known to you any which I may subsequently receive, I avail, &c.

(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE;

 

No. 351.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received July 9.)

My Lord, Lisbon, July 3, 1856.
IN the despatch of the 12th of May last, from Her Majesty’s Charge

d’Afi'aires at Rio de Janeiro, of which a copy has been transmitted to me in your
Lordship’s despatch of the 26th ultimo, Mr. Jerningham, With reference to my
despatch of the 13th of March, remarks upon there being a little inaccuracy in
the statement of the Brazilian Minister here, Senhor Maciel Monteiro, to me,
relative to the measures taken by the Brazilian Government for the arrest and
eventual expulsion of the notorious slave-trader Avellar fiom Brazil, having been
adopted at his requisition,rfor although he had urged the arrest in order to
judicial proceedings, yet the expulsion was the act of the Imperial Government
alone.

In reply, I beg to observe, as will be seen by a reference to my above-
named despatch, that it was not a statement of Senhor Monteiro, but a
despatch from Senhor' Paranhos to that Minister which I wasquoting, and in
Which mention was made of Mr. Jerningham having urged the adoption of
proceedings against Avellar, and that the mistake has been neither that of Senhor
Monteiro, nor of Senhor Paranhos, but my own, for having erroneously inferred
that‘the expulsion as well as the arrest’of Avellar had taken place at Mr. Jer-
ningham’s requisition, in the same manner as similar expulsiOns had been
previously urged by Her Majetsy’s Legation at Rio de Janeiro.’ I am glad,
however, to learn that the merit of so wholesome a measure as that of the
expulsion in question belongs to the initiative of the Brazilian Government, as
it is a new proof of their anxiety, when the absence of sufficient legal evidence
precludes the convictiOn of a slave-ti'ader, as was the case with Avellar, to inflict
such punishment upon him, when his moral guilt is made clear to them, and so
far to frustrate his designs as may be in their power. '

I beg to add, that Senhor Monteiro continues to communicate and co-operate
in the most cordial manner with me, as I do With him, on all Slave Trade
matters, and that we have held to the Marquis de Soulé, on his assumption of
office, and subsequently, identic language on vafious pending questions. connected
with those matters.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 352.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received July 14.)

My Lord, Lisbon, July 7, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatches of the 27th ultimo and of the 3rd
instant, relative to the schooner “Locomotom,” now in the Douro, suspected
of being destined for the Slave Trade,I have the honour of transmitting here-
with a translation of a supplementary note of the 4th instant, which I‘ have
received from the Marquis de, Loulé, covering the copy of a despatch from the
Intendant of Marine at Oporto, reporting the measures taken by‘him in concert
with the different authorities in that city, in' order to prevent any slave-
trading attempt by the above-mentioned vessel, and inclosing a description
of herr ‘

The Marquis de Loulé adds, that the Minister of Marine has transmitted
orders that the “ Locomotom” should be rigorously searched shortly before 7she
sails, and that an embargo should be laid upon her if any of the articles
mentioned in the Decree of December 1836, should be 'found in her; the
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Governors-General of the TranSmarine Provinces having been made acquainted
with the suspicions attaching to her, and a description of her having been
forwarded to them.

I have this day addressed a note to the Marquis de Loulé, thanking him for

his present communication, as well as for his previous one of the 30th ultimo,
of which a copy was inclosed in my before-named despatch of the 3rd instant,

I have, &0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. $52.

The Marquis de Loule’ to M'r. Howard.

(Translation) ‘ Palace, July 4, 1856.

IN addition to my note of the 30th June last, relating to the suspicions
which were entertained that the schooner “ Locpmotom,” now anchored in the

Douro, was intended for the Traffic in Slaves, I have the honour to place in your

hands, for your information, the inclosed copy of the deepatch which the

Counsellor-Intendant of Marine at Oporto addressed on the 27th of said month
to the Major-General of the Navy, upon the subject of the measures which he
had adopted in concert with the different autherities of that city, for opposing
any attempt of that nature.

Onthis occasion it becomes my duty to state to you, that the Minister of
Marine informs me that he has issued orders to the above-mentioned Counsellor,
to cause a strict search to he made on board that vessel a short time previous to
her departure; and should any of the articles mentioned in the Decree of 10th
December, 1836, be found, to place her under embargo; the Governors-General
of the Transmarine Provinces having been also informed of the suspicions
attached to that schooner, and her descriptiop, as contained in the annexed
document, having also been forwarded to them in order that she may be duly
watched. ~

I renew, &c.
(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE.

 

Inclosure 2‘in N0. $52.

The Intendant Qf Marine to the Major-‘xGeneml of the Navy.

(Translation) Intendqnt of Marine’s Ofice, Oporto,
Illustrious and Excellent Sir, June 27, 1856.

I HAVE the honour, to inform your Excel ency that in this port is
anehored a schooner of American build, called the “Locomotom,” Which
amved from New York laden with logwood, bearing the Portuguese flag, by
authority of our Consul, and with acrew of different nations. Some days ago
I recelved a notice from the English Consul With [eSpeet to this schooner,
as well as to another one Which he mentions, but‘which has not yet arrived,
that they were both intended for the Slave Trade. As soon as I received the
said notice, I went on board, and I could perceive that she was more fitted
for a ormzer than for burthen, having very little flooring, and being very sharp
both .fore and aft, Which gives her very fine lines. I also found out on this
oceasmn that she was a fast sailer and a good sea-hoat; that she was about to
holst the Portuguese flag, in order to proceed to the port from whence she came,
W}th a cargo of_ wine; having still a crew consisting of a mate, who states
hlmself to bee Brazilian, but is 'a Frenchman, three sailors of the latter nation,
and oxie Itahan. I immediately wrote to the Director of the Custom-house,
lhformlhg h1m of the informations respecting this vessel, and requesting him t0
and me In watehuig her. He, in reply, said that, previously to the receipt of my
despatch, he had-mformed the Government of the suspicions Which I mentioned,
and that, on his part, he would take every measure in his power, and would
expect me to do the same.
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I had also, With the Civil Governor, a conference relating to the vessel in
question; and in consequence of an instruction which he received from the
Home Department, we both agreed to keep a close watch upon this vessel, and
to search her strictly upon her departure.

Having made known to your Excellency the measures which I have taken,
and assuring you that I Will do all in my power in compliance with my duty,
but I admit that, after leaving this port, the vessel may go to another port, to
take in What is necessary for her supposed destination, or even transship her
cargo to another vessel, or meet at a given port, and exchange it for the neces-
sary articles for her speculation, and therefore I considered it my duty to trans-
mit to your Excellency the. accompanying description, by Which the schooner
“ Locomotom” may be known on the African cruizing-ground, as well as at our
islands.

I am informed, also, that application has been made at the Custom—house
for her measurement, for enabling her to obtain her register, and subsequently
the Royal passport; that they wish to take the same crew that she has on her
mustef—roll, and if this is not allowed, she will take them as. passengers, alleging
that they were engaged under condition of being taken back by theyessel, which
arrangement I cannot prevent, inasmuch as, by law, one-third of the 'crew may
be foreigners, and passengers may be conveyed.

Having thus acquainted you with What has passed respecting the schooner
“ Locomotora,” ]. await your Excellency’s further instructions;

God preserve, &c. ' . '
(Signed) J0A0 PAULINO VIEIRA.

 

Inclosure Sin No. 352.

Description of the Schooner “Locomotora.”

(Translation)
HULL Without any sheer; square, 10W stern; long how, painted black ;

dipping bowsprit; high and slender masts, leaning very much, aft; fore-topmast,
top-gallantmast in one and gafiltopmast; a raised companion on deck from the
main-shrouds; and coppered.

(Signed) JOAO PAULINO VIEIRA, Intendant.

 

No. 353.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Rece'£ved July 14.)

My Lord, ‘ ' Lisbon, July 8, 1856.
IN my despatch of the 16th of February last,* I reported that the

Chamber of Deputies, in sanctioning the Royal Decree of the 14th of December,
1854, for the registration and partial emancipation of slaves in the Portuguese
Colonial possessions (a translation of Which was inclosed in Sir Richard
Pakenham’s despatch of the 8th of January, 1855), had passed‘& resolution
extending to the slaves belonging to the Municipal Chambers, and Charitable
Institutions called “ Misericordias,” the freedom stipulated by the single para-
graph in Article 6 of that Decree for all slaves belonging to the State.

The Chamber of Beers having approved of this resolution, it has been
converted into the law of which I have the honour to transmit herewith a
translation, signed by His Most Faithful Majesty, under- date of the 30th ultimo,
and published in the official Gazette yesterday. ,

I have, &C.
(Signed) 7 HENRY F.’ HOWARD.

 

'5“ Class B, presented 1856, No. 249.



312 PORTUGAL. .

Inclosure in No. 353.

Law liberating Slaves belonging to the State pmd to certain Corporations.

(Translation)

DOM PETER, by the grace of God, King of Portugal and the Algarves,
Sac.

We hereby make known to all our subjecte that the General Cortes have
decreed, and we confirm, the following law 2—-

Article 1..The Decree of 14th December, 1854, containing measures for
effecting the liberation of slaves in the transmam'ne provinces, and. for affording
protection to these and to the liberated negroes, is hereby confirmed with the
alterations set down in the following Articles. '

Art. 2. Besides the slaves belonging to the State, to whom liberty was
granted by virtue of the section of Article 6 of the said Decree, those belonging
to the Municipal Chambers and to charitable institutions (“ misericordias ” ), are
also free from the date of the official publication of this law in the respective
provinces.

Art. 3. Such slaves as may obtain their liberty by virtue of the provisions
of the preceding Article, and of the section of Article fifof the above-mentioned
Decree, are bound to serve the State or the corporation to which they lately
belonged, in the manner and for the period stipulated by the Regulations of 25th
October, 1853.

Art. 4. The stipulations contained in the sections of Articles 6 and 29 of
the said Decree of the 14th December, 1854, are by the present law specified
and extended, and all legislative enactments to the contrary are by the same
revoked.

We therefore order all the authorities whom the knowledge and execution
of the said Law may concern, to carry it out and, cause it to be carried out and
observed fully as therein expressed. The Minister and Secretary of - State for
Marine and Colonial Affairs shall cause it to be printed, published and made '
public

Given at the Palace of the Necessidades, 30th of June, 1856.
' ' V (Signed) KING.

(Countersigned) Viscoum SA DA BANDEIRA.‘
(Signed with the Great Seal.)

 

No. 354.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign aficc; July 15, 1856.
I HAVE received your desPatch of the 3rd instant, containing explana-

tions with regard to some remarks in Mr. Jerningham’s despatch of the 12th of
May last, to the efi'ect that the expulsion of the slave-trader Avellar from
Brazil was the act of the Imperial Government alone; and with reference to
the last paragraph of yourdespatch, I have to state to you that Her Majesty’s
Government learn with much satisfaction that the Brazilian Minister at Lisbon
co-operates cordially With you in all matters relating to the prevention of the
Slave Trade. ,

' I am, &c. '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 355.

Mr. Howm'd to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 24.)

My Lord, ' Lisbon, July 16, 1856.

IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch
of the 7th Instant, I yesterday notified to the Marquis de Loulé the satisfaction
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with Which Her Majesty’s Government have learnt the prompt measures that
have been taken by the Portuguese authorities, with regard to the schoonel
“ Locomotom” now in the Douro, suspected of being destined for the Slave
Trade.

I have, 810.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 356.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received 11113124.)

My Lord, 1’ Lisbon, July 18, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour

of transmitting herewith a t1a11slation of the law as promulgated by the
King in an Ordinance dated the 5th instant, and published in the official
Gazette of the 15th instant, f01 the eventual abolition of slavery111 the District
of Ambriz, and1n the teriitories of Cahinda andMolembo, on the west coast of
Africa.

Your Lordship will peiceive f1om this Law, that Viscount d’Athoguia’5 Bill,
of Which I had the honour of inclosing a translation in my despatch of the 18th
of April last, has passed without alteration.

I have, 81c. ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 356.,

Law abolishing Slavery in certain Territories of the Province of Angola.

(Translation.)

DOM PETER, by the grace of God King of Portugal and the Algarves, &c.
We hereby make known to all our subjects that the General Cortes have

decreed, and we confirm the following Law:~—

Article 1. The condition of slaveiy"1s hereby abolished in the following
territories of the Province of Angola—

1 In the distiict of Ambriz, from the Rivei Lifune to the Rive1 Zaire.
2. In the territories of Cabinda and Molemho. -

Art. 2. This law shall come into execution, in the district of Anibriz, at the
expiiation of six months from the date of its publieation in' the “ Boletim
Officia ” of Angola; afid in the other territories mentioned in the preceding
Article, six months from the establishment in each, by the Govemment of
administrative and military authorities.

Art. 3. A11 legislative enactments to the contiary are hereby revoked.

_We therefore command all the authmities to whom the knowledge and
execution of the above Law appertains, to 0211137 it o11t,and cause 'it to be ca1ried
out and observed fully, as therein contained. The Minister and Secretaiy of
State for Maxine and Colenial Afi'airs shall cause it to be printed,pub1ished and
circulated.

Given at' the Palace of Necessidades, on 5th Juiy, 1856. - _
(Signed) KING.

(Countersigned) VISCOUNT SA DA BANDEIRA.

(Sealed With the Royal Arms.)

 

CLASS B.
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No. 357.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received July 24.)

My Lord, Lisbon, July 18, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the $th of March lestfi‘< I have the

honour of inclosing the translation of a Bill yvhich was introduced into the

Chamber of Peers by Viscount; de Sé da Bandeira‘t in order to guard against cases

similar to that of the fugitive slave Jose Maria from the Brazilian brig “ Iris,”

at Oporto, and which, after having been passed by that Chamber, was yesterday

adopted by the Chamber of Deputies. .
This Bill provides, by Article 1, for the freedom of slaves entering any port

or anchorage of the Kingdom of Portugal, 01' of the Archipelagoes of Madeira and

the Azores; and by Article 2, for that of all sleves belonging to foreigners 'on

their landing in any of the above-mentioned territOries, the stipulations,'however,

of existing Treaties With foreign Powers being ohserved in respect to such libe-

rated slaves, who will have to be given up to the Commanders of the vessels to

Which they .may belong.
Article 4 secures the freedom of slaves entering the Kingdom of Portugal

by the frontier. ,

Article 5 extends the prow'sions of Articlee 1 and 2, With a distinction as

to the period of their coming into execution, tq the territories of the States of

India, and to the city of Macao and its dependencies.

Article 6 repeals the Aivaré of the 10th of March, 1800, and other

legislative enactments to the contrary under Which the slave José Maria was

claimed. ,
I reserve to myself to transmit a. copy of this Law when officially promul-

gated.
I have, &c.,

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 357.

Law liberating Slaves upon entering the Kingdom qf Portugal;

(Translation)

' Article '1. ALL slaves embarked on board of Portuguese vessels become free

on entering any port or anchorage of the Kingdom of Portugal, or of the Archi-

pelagoes of Madeira and the Azores; _

Art. 2. A1] slaves belonging to foreigneqs shall become equally free on

lending in any of the Portuguese territories above mentioned.

§. With regard to such slaves as, although they have become free by

virtue of the provisions of the preceding Articles? will have to be given up to the

Commanders of the vessels to which they belong, the provisions of Treaties

entered into with foreign nations shall be observed.

‘ Art. 3. The provisions of the preceding Articles are applicable to slaves

entering the Kingdom of Portugal by the frontier.
Art. 4. The stipulations contained in the two first Articles shall cbme into

execution six months from the date of the publieation of this Law in the “‘Diario

do Governo.” .
Art. 5. The stipulations of Articles 1 and 2 of this Law shall be observed

in the territories forming the States of India, and in the city of Macao and its

dependencies. The period treated of in Article 4 shall be extended to one year

‘ for these territories. ‘
Art. 6. The Alvarét of the 10th March, 1800, and all other legislative

enactments tothe contrary, are hereby revokedt

 

* Class B, presented 1,856,100. 255.
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No. 358.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 3.)

My Lord, Lisbon, July 23, 1856.
V HAVING referred, in conversation with the Marquis de Loulé on the 2151:

instant, to the correspondence between your Lordship and Count Lavradio (of
which copies were transmitted to me in your Lordship’s despatch of the 8th
instant), relative to an impression entertained by the Portuguese Government
that Commodore Adams, the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s Naval
Forces on the West Coast of Afiica, had given orders for the detention of all
Portuguese vessels employed in carrying slaves, the property of any Portuguese
colonist who may be proceeding from one port to: another of the Portuguese
Possessions on the coast of Africa, I found his Excellency unaequainted with
that correspondence, and I therefore showed him your Lordship’s note of the
7th of this month to Count Lavradio, communicating to him Commodore
Adams’ denial of having given any such orders as those imputed to him. '

I have, &c.
(Signed) ‘ HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 359. _

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received-August 3.)
My Lord, ' Lisbon, July 27, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a State Paper signed on the25th instant, by the Viscount de'Sé da. Bandeira, as Minister of the Marine andColonies, and published in yesterday’s official “ Gazette,” directing the Governorof Macao, by order of the King of Portugal, to report whether and on Whatterms slavery, which is stated to be happily extinct de facto in that city, can beproclaimed to be likewise extinct ale jure. ,
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. _HOWARD.
 

Inclosure in No. 359.

Instruction to the Governor» of Macao respecting the Ewtinctz'oh of Slavery. \
HIS Majesty the King having been made acquainted with the despatchrfrom the Governor of the Province of Macao, Timor, and Solor, dated7th May last, Which inclosed a copy of the despatch addressed to him by‘theBoard of Guardians of Slaves and Liberated Negroes, representing the impossibi-lity, or rather the uselessness, of applying to them the provisions of the Decree of14th December, 1854 ; and His Majesty observing, from What is set forth by thesaid Board, and confirmed by the Governor in his despatch, that slavery may ,beconsidered extinct at Macao, and that the few‘indi‘viduals still registered as slavesand liberated negroes, can hardly be termed such, inasmuch as ,they remainvoluntarily with their masters as household servants, owing to their ignorance 'of a. mechanical trade, and to their being almost all of an advanced age; fromwhich circumstance the inference may be drawn that, without inconvenience orloss to the masters of those so-called slaves, but rather with their goodwill, and 'with much credit to their sentiments of humanity, slavery might be declared 'extinct in the city of Macao de jure, as happily it is already de facto, thus. obtaining the honour of being the first of the Portuguese Colonies where thisgreat principle of civilization was proclaimed: His August'Majesty commands, ,through the Marine and Colonial Department, that the said Governor, inpresenting these views to the Colonial Government in Council, shall, giveinformation through the same Department as to whether, they can be carried out,and as to the best method for so doing. ' . , 7 'Palace, July 25, 1856. y

' (Signed). VISCOUNT DE SA DA BANDEIRA.
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No. 360.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, ‘ ‘ Foregn Oflice, August 8, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 23rd ultimo, I have to acquaint

you that Iapprove of your having shown to the Marquis de Loulé the note which

I addressed on the 7th of July to Count Lavradio, communicating to him Commo—

dore Adam’s denial of having given any such orders as those imputed to him with

regard to the detention of Portuguese vesselgs employed in carrying slaves the

property of any Portuguese colonist who ma‘ be proceeding from one port. to

another of the Portuguese Possessions on the poast of Africa. -
I am, 8w.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 361.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 11.)

VMy Lord, Lisbon= August 2, 1856.

WITH reference to my desPatch of the 28th of June last, I have the

honour of transmitting herewith a translation of the Law therein referred

to, dated'the 24th ultimo, and published in the official Gazette of the 30th of

the latter month, providing for the freedom of the children of female slaves

born in the Transmarine Provinces of Portugal, subsequently to its publi-

cation.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 361 .

Law providing for Freedom of Children of Female Slaves in the 'Pransmarine

Provinces of Portugal.

(Translation) ‘

DOM PETER, by the grace of God, King of Portugal and the

Algafires, 8m.
x We hereby make known to all our subjects that the General Cortes have

decreed, and we confirm the following Law :4—

' Article'l. The children of female s}aves’boru in the Transmarine Provinces,

subsequently to the publication of this law, shall be Considered free.

Art. 2. The children of female slaves mentioned in the preceding Article

are bound to serve their mothers’ masters gratuitously up to the age of twenty

years.
Art. 3. The owners of female slaves are bound to provide for the board

and education of such children as are born of ' them subsequently to the publica-

tion of this Law, during the whole period of their gratuitous service.

Art. 4. The service of the children of females, as specified in Article 2,

shall cease whenever the person having a right to such service shall be compen-

sated, either for the value of the remaining ‘period of service according to the

said'Article, or for the expenses incurred for board and education as provided by

the preceding Article.
§. The Government, in concert With the Colonial Board, shall take such

measures and frame such regulations as may be found I necessary for deter-

mining the mode of compensation in such cases as may demand it, and with

reference to the local circumstances, and t0 the different manners and customs.

. Art. 1.”). In sales or transfer effemale slaves either made by contract during

lifetime, by testamentary dispositions, or by right of succession, the children of
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such slaves declared free by virtue of this Law, and not exceeding seven years of'
age, shall always accompany their mothers. ‘

Art. 6. The children of female slaves not exceeding the age of four yearsshall be delivered up to their mothers When the latter obtain their liberty,provided they Wish to take them, and in that case the engagements contained 1n
Articles“2 and 3 of this Law shall cease.

Art. 7. The owners of female slaves are also bound to maintain'the childrenof the daughters of such slaves, provided that the mothers respectively are
entitled to their meintenance, as specified in Article 3 of this Law; This engage-ment, however, on the part of the owners, shall cease as soon as their right tothe gratuitous ‘service of the mothers of such children ceases.

Art. 8. The Boards of Guardians for slaves shall see that the provisions ofthis Law are faithfully carried out. ~ V
Art. 9. The Government are hereby authorized to create any establishments

or associations, and to make the necessary outlay, in order to afford due protec-‘tion to the children of' female slaves mentioned in Article I, as well as to theeffect that this Law may be fully and promptly executed. ‘Art. 10. All Legislative enactments to the contrary are hereby revoked.
We therefore command all the authorities to whom the knowledge andexecution of the said Law may apply, to carry it out, and cause it to be carried 'out and observed as fully as contained therein. . . ' ' _The Secretary of State for Marine and Colonial Affairs shall cause it to beprinted, published, and circulated. 'Given at the Palace of Cintra. on the 24th July, 1856.

 

(Signed) KING.
(Countersigned) VISCOUNT SA DA BANDEIRA. *

(Royal Seal.)

No. 362.

Mr, Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received August 11.) I ’
My Lord, Msbon, August 2, 1856.

IN my despatch of the 8th ultimo, I had the honour of transmitting trans-lation of a Law of the 30th of June last, extending to the slaves belonging tothe Municipal Chambers, and charitable institutions called “.Miserico’rdias,” in _the Portuguese Colonial Possessions, the freedom stipulated by Article 6 of theRoyal Decree of the 14th otl December, 1854, for all slaves belonging to theState.
'I have now the honour of inclosing a. copy and translation of a further Lawpassed by the Cortes during the last days of the session, dated the 25th ultimo,and published in the official Gazette of the 30th of that month, likewise extendingthe same freedom to the slaves belonging to churches. : L

I have, Sac. : fl
(Signed) HENRY F; HOWARD.
 

Inclosure in No. 362;

Law providing for Freedom of Slaves belonging to Churches 2% the Dominions- V i
of Portugal. -

(Translation) , 7 , '
DOM PETER, by the grace of God, &c.
We hereby make known to all our subjects that ethetGeneral Cortes havedecreed, and we confirm the following Lew : —
Article 1. The provision contained in the sing1e§ to Article 6, cap. 2, ofthe Decree of 14th December, 1854; is made extensive t0 the slaves belongingto churches. _ ‘
Art. 2. The provisions coutained in Article 29 and its §, of the said Decree2f 141th December, 1854, are applicable to the slaves mentioned in the preceding~rtic e.
Art. 3. All Legislative enactments to the} contrary are hereby revoked.
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We therefore command all the authorities to whom the knowledge and execu-

tion of the said Law may apply, to carry it out, and cause it to be carried out and

observed as fully as therein specified. The Secretary of, State for Marine and

Colonial Afl'airs shall cause it to be printed, published, and circulated.

Given at the Palace at Cintra on 25th July, 1856.
(Signed) KING.

(Countersigned) VISCOUNT SA DA BANDEIRA. '

(Royal Seal.)

 

N9. 363.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received September 3.)

My Lord. \ Lisbon, August 26, 1856.

' WITH reference to my despatch of the lSth ultimo, I have the honour

of inclosing a translation of the Law signed by the King of Portugal on

the 18th instant, and published in the “ Diario (lo Governo” of yesterday’s date,

providing for the freedom of all slaves entering, in Portuguese or foreign vessels,

the ports or anchorages of the continent of Port’pgalland of the adjacent islands,

as well as the Portuguese possessions in India aqd the city of Macao, or arriving

in the ctmtinent of' Portugal by the land frontier.
- I have, &c. .

(Signed) ' HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

l

Inclosure in No. 353.

Law providing for I/ibemtion of Slaves on entering the Kingdom of Portugal.

(Translation)

DOM PETER, by the grace of God, &'c. V
We make known to all our subjects that the General Cortes have decreed,

and we confirm, the following Law:

Article 1. All slaves shipped on board of Portuguese vessels, on entering

any port or anchorage of the Kingdom of Portugal, or of the archipelagoes of

Madeira and of the' Azores, shall be consideredva‘s free. '
Art. 2. All slaves belonging to foreigners, and landing in the above-men-

tioned Portuguese territories, shall also be considered free.
' Single §. With regard to claims made for the delivery of individuals compre-

hendedJn the two preceding Articles, to the commanders of their respective
ships, the stipulations of existing Treaties shall he observed.

Art. 3. The provisions contained in the preceding Articles are applicable
to slaves entering the Kingdom of Portugal by the frontier.

Art. 4. The provisions contained in the-two first Articles shall come into
execution six months from the publication of this‘ Law in the “Diario do
Governo.” . ' .

Art. 5. The provisions of Articles 1 and 2 pf this Law shall be observed in
the territories forming the Indian State, and in the- city of Macao and its
dependencies. The term mentioned in Article 4, shall be extended to one year
for these territories. ' . .

Art. 6. The Alvaré of 10th March, 1800, and all Legislative enactments
to the contrary, are hereby revoked... ‘

We therefore command all the authorities, &ca
Given at the Palace of Cintra, Angust 18, 1856.

. (Signed) KING.
(Countersigned) MARQUIS DEs-LOULE.

JULIO GOMES DA, SILVA SANCHEZ.
VISCONDE DE SA DA BANDEIRA.

 



PORTUGAL. 3 19

No. 364.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received September 3.)

(Extract) Lisbon, August 27, 1856.
WITH reference to my previous correspondence on the subject of the

vessel called the “Locomotom,” now in the Douro, and suspected of being
destined for the Slave Trade, I beg to report that I recently received a despatch
from Mr. Consul Johnston atOporto, observing that the fact of the Portuguese
Consul—General at New York having notified to his Government her sale to a
Portuguese subject, did not fitted his belief as to the design of her owner or
owners, and stating that he had mentioned his opinion on the subject to the
United States’ Consul at Oporto, who, as Mr. Johnston believed, not feeling
assured that the law concerning the sale of vessels in America had been complied
with in the case of the “ Locomotom,” had reported the matter to the proper
authorities there.

I took an opportunity‘ot' communicating the contents of Mr. Johnston’s
'despatch, confidentially, to the Viscount de Sé de Bandeira, the Minister of
Marine and Colonies, who stated that if I would address the Government on
the subject of it, it would afford him a further pretext for delaying the delivery
of the ship’s papers to the “Locomotom ;” as the circumstance of the sale of
the vessel being regular according to Portuguese law, and of the other formali-
ties required by the latter having been observed, would otherwise render it
difficult for him to stop her departure any longer. Accordingly, on the
18th instant, I wrote a hate to the Marquis de Loulé, in which I stated- the fact.
of Mr. Johnston having been in communication with the United 'States’ Consul
relative to the sale of the “ .Locomotom,”..as reported ?‘by the Portuguese Consul-
General at New York, and the doubts entertained by the American Consfil» as
to the American law having been comph'edwith in her case ; and I have since
received a note from his Excellency, dated‘the 23rd instant, stating that on that
day new orders had been transmitted by the Viscount de ‘Sé to the Intendant
of Marine at Oporto, to watch her and prevent her sailing.

I may add, that I have communicated my proceedings in this matter to. the,
United States’ Minister here, Mr. O’Sullivan.

 

'No. 365.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, September 8., 1856.
I TRANSMIT to you, herewith, copies of a despatch, and its inclosure,from Mr. 'Surtees, the Acting British Commissionervat Cape '1];‘v0)7sr1;1_,"‘i containingintelligence of the arrival of the Rev. Mr. Livingston, the African traVeller, atTete, in the Portuguese possessions of the Mozambique, having safely accom-.plished his journey across the African continent from Luanda.
You will perceive that Mr. Livingston mentions in grateful terms thekindness he has experienced at the hands of the Portuguese authorities, and .Ihave to instruct you. to convey to the Portuguese Government, in Suitable terms,the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the attention shown 'by thePortuguese authorities to this enterprising traveller. '

 

_ . I am, &c.
(Signed). CLARENDON.

No. 366.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 13.)

My Lord, Lisbon, September 6, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 2.7th July last, relative to thecontemplated abolition of slavery at Macao, I have the honour of transmitting

* Class A, No. 45.
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herewith a translation of a further Portaria issued, on the 25th ultimo, by

Viscount de 821 (1a Bandeira, the Portuguese Minister of the Marine and Colonies,

and published in the oflicial “ Gazette” of the let instant, notifying His Most

Faithful 'Majesty’s commands that the GOVemor-General of the Portuguese

possessions in India shall be instructed to lay before the Local Council the

expediency of declaring slavery to be extinct de jure in those possessions, as it is

stated to be happily extinct de facto, and to repqrt upon the feasibility of such a
measure, and upon the best means of carrying it out. I had some conversation,

a few days ago, on this subject with Viscount fie Sé, and he then told me that

he likewise hoped to be able to take measures for’the abolition of slavery in

some of the Cape de Verd Islands, by adopting the same plan as had been

followed in the case of Ambriz, viz., that of‘ allowing an interval of a few

months between‘the publication of the Decree of Abolition and the period fixed

for its execution, by which means the proprietors of slaves were enabled, if they

thought proper, to dispose of them previously, and the Government were

relieved from the necessity of giving to such slaye-holders a compensation which

they could not afford.
The Viscount’s praiseworthy object is, by narrowing the circle of slavery as

much as possible, to pave the way for its compiete extinction in the Portuguese
Colonial possessions.

I have, &C. .
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 3fi6.

Portaria.

(Translation) _.

HIS Majesty the King having seen the despatch .of the Governor-General

of the Indian States, dated the 2nd July last, in which he transmits a list of the

slaves existing in those States, and registered in accordance with Article 3 of

the Decree 'of the 14th December, 1854, declaripg that these slaves, although by

right they may be considered as such, yet, in point of fact, they are not slaves,

inasmuch as their masters do not prevent them from going wheresoever they

please ; it appearing from this declaration that, Without loss or inconvenience to

the masters of these so-named slaves, slavery might be declared extinct de jure,

as happily it is already extinct de facto, in the "Portuguese possessions in India;

His Majesty commands that the Marine and Colonial Department shall give

instructions to the said Governor-General to lay before the Local Council this

suggestion, and to report as to whether it can he carried out, and also the best

method for so doing.
Palace, August 25, 1856.

(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA.

 

No. 367.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—.-+-(Received September 13.)

My Lord, v I Lisbon, September 8, 1856.

I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith a translation of a note of the

4th instant, together with its inclosure, Which I have received from the Marquis

de Loulé in reply to the notes addressed t9 his predecessor, the Viscount

d’Athoguia, by Sir Richard Pakenham on the 19th 'of January, 1855, and by

myself ori the 25th‘of February, 28th of March, and 14th of April of this year,

as reported by Sir Richard Pakenham in his despatch of the 19th January,

1855, and by myself in my despatches of the 28th of February, of the 28th

of March, and of the 18th of April last, to your Lordship, urging upon the

Portuguese Government the observance of the stipulations of Article V of

the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for

the suppression of the Slave Trade, and the transmission of orders ‘to the

Governor-General of Angola not in future to allow settlers removing from the

territories under his administration to the Portuguese possessions off the coast

of Africa to take with them other slaves within the specified number than
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such as are their band fide household servants according to the terms of that
Article.

In this note the Marquis de Loulé ineloses a copy of the Report of the
Colonial Board upon the subject of the above-mentioned notes of Her Majesty’s
Legation,’ and states that instructions were forwarded by the last mail to Count
Lavradio to come to an understanding with Her Majesty’s Government on each
of the seven points of the Report With a View to the definitive settlement of the
matter in question, and to the transmission of the proper orders to the Portuguese
authorities in the transmarine provinces.

From the first point your Lordship will perceive that the Colonial Board
propose the adoption of the interpretation by Her Majestyfs Government of
Article V of the Treaty of July 1842. .

The second point relates to the precautions to be observed in respect to the
shipment of liberated negroes from Angola for the Islands of St. Thomas and
Prince.

The third point contains the opinion of the Board that the/conveyance of
slaves by sea, from one part of the continent to another, Within the same Colony,
should not be admitted as constituting an infraction of the Treaty, but that
certain specified precautions should be taken to prevent abuses. .

The fourth and fifth points relate to the Conveyance of liberated‘negroes
from one place in a. transmarine province to another, which is to be prohibited in
foreign vessels. » .

By the sixth point it is recommended that the shipment of liberated negroes
to any foreign country should be prohibited. ,

And by the seventh, that the authorities who may transgress these stipula-
tions shall be made strictly responsible.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F; HOWARD.

 

Inclosure l in No. 367.

The Marquis ole Loulc’ to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Palace, September 4, 1856.
THE Marine Department having been made acquainted with the subject of

the note which Sir Richard Pakenham addressed to my predecessor on the 19th
January of last year, as also with those Which you addressed to him on the 25th
February, 28th March, and 14th April last, relating to the interpretation of
Article V of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Portugal and Great
Britain, for the abolition of the Slave Trade, and in which you referred to the'
shipment of 10 slaves on board the American vessel “ Seamew,” at Loanda, for
the Island of St. Thomas ; that Department has communicated to me the Report
of the Colonial Board upon this subject dated the 12th August. last.

In transmitting to you a copy of the above—mentioned Report, it becomes
my duty to state to you that by the last packet the Count de Lavradio, His
Majesty’s Minister in London, _ received the necessary instructions to come to an
understanding With Her Britanuic Majesty’s Government upon each of the
points of the said Report, in order to settle definitivelythe matter in question,
and to issue the proper orders to the Portuguese authorities in the transmarine
provinces. ‘

I renew, 81c. ‘
(Signed) . MARQUIS DE LOULE.
 

Inclosure 2 in No. 3617.

Re art.
(Translation.) 10

THE Board are of opinion—
.1. That your Majesty’s Government, in order to show their soiicitude for

'p‘uttmg a stop to the Traflic in Slaves, may agree to declare Article V of thelreatg of thi33rd July, 1842, to be as interpreted by the British Government.
LASS .
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2. That it should be enacted that such liberated negroes as leave Angola

for the Islands of St. Thomas and Prince, may embark only at the city of

Loanda, and at no other place, and that they must be furnished with certificates

of registration, the erhbarkation to be effected under the supervision of the

administrative authority and of the Board of Guardians of Slaves and Liberated

Negroes, and that such liberated negroes may only be conveyed from Loanda

direct to the city of St. Thomas, Where they shall he landed and placed under

the supervision of the local Board of Guardiansg. - .

3. That the prohibition to convey slaves by sea from one part of the

continent to another within the same colony, ghould not be admitted, as it goes

beyond the stipulations of the Treaty, but that in order to prevent abuses, the

greatest supervision should be exercised, that the" slaves should be furnished

With an authenticdocument from the proper authority, that they should only go

in national merchant—vessels, and not more than five slaves to be conveyed on

each voyage, a greater number to be permitted only in open boats going direct

from one district to another, or within the same district, but always accom-

panied by authentic documents containing the names of all and each of the

slaves.
4. That the conveyance of liberated slaves from one place in a trans-

marine province to any other place should not he allowed in foreign vessels of

any description, the captains or masters transgressing this rule to incur the

penalty set down in the police regulations;

5. That it should be enacted that no vessel should convey, on each voyage,

' more than ten liberated negroes, unless by a special order from your Majesty’s

Government. ‘

6. That the shipment of liberated negrqes to any foreign country, even

alleging that they are engaged as free men for certain temporary service, should

be prohibited throughout the, entire Portuguese territory in Africa; and that the

stipulations of this Article should be made extensive t0 the aborigines of the

Islands of Timor and Solor. . L _

7. That the authorities who may transgregs these stipulations shall be made

strictly responsible. _

Your Majesty Will above all determine what is best.

Lisbon, Council Chamber, August 12, 1856.

. (Signed) J. F. PESTANA, Vice-President.
J. J. DA SILVA GUARDADO.
D. C. ARONCA.
A. J. D’O. LIMA.
J. M. MARQUES.
L. J. MONIZ.
JQAO DE ROBO-REDO.

Secretary of State’s Oflice for Marine am} Colonial ’

' Afairs, August 18, 1856..
(Signed) ANTO. PEDRO DE CARVALHO.

 

No. 368. I

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, September 20, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 6th instant, stating that the

Portuguese Government have recommended the Governor-General of the Portu-

guese Possessions in India to complete the extinction of slavery in those

Possessions, and that the Viscount de 82’). de‘ Bandeira, the Minister of Marine

and Colonies, contemplates the adoption of measures for the abolition of slavery

in some of the Cape Verde Islands; and ‘I have to acquaint you that Her

Majesty’s Government have learnt with satisfaetion thatViscount de Sé. da Bandeira

is so well disposed to aCcomplish the complete extinction of slavery in the

Portuguese Colonial Possessions.
I am, 830.

(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 369'.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, September '22, 1856.
WITH reference tovformer correspondence respecting the liberated Africans

returning from Brazil, who were landed against their will at Whydah and
Aghwey, I transmit herewith, for your information. a copy of a despatch Which
I have received from Mr. Campbell, HerMajesty’s Consul at Lagos,* stating that
there is no longer any doubt as to the slaughter of the passengers landed-from
the “ General Rego,” and calling attention to the fact that the supercargoes of
Portuguese vessels dispose of their passenger-fittings at places Where they can
be used in s1ave-vessels. ,

 

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

N0. 370.

M'. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 24.) .

My Lord, ’ Lisbon, September 18, 1856.

i I 'HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Portuguese
corvette “ Goa,” Captain Pinho, sailed on the 12th instant for Loanda, to relieve,
on the Angola station, the brig of war “ Serra (lo Pilar,” Captain Rodovalho,
Whose term of service has expired, and that Viscount de Sz’i da Bandeira, the
Minister of Marine and Colonies, has assured me that Captain Pinho is a good
officer and Will follow in the traces of his predecessor as regards the suppression
of the Slave Trade, having formerly been employed in cruizing on the eastern
coast of Africa. , ,

I am happy to say that the price at which the slaver “ General Pinkney ” or
“ General Pierce ” has been valued and taken by the Portuguese Government,
has been apportioned as prize—money amongst Captain Rodovalho and the officers
and crew of his vessel. The “ Goa ” has taken out as passengers to Loanda,
the newly appointed Brazilian Consul there, Senhor Noguera da Gama, to whom
the Brazilian Minister at this Court, Senhor Maciel Monteiro, informs me that
he has given the most stringent instructions in respect to the suppression of the
Slave Trade.

Senhor Monteiro being desirous that Senhor Noguera da Gama should
co-operate towards that end With Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul and Commissioners
at Loanda and take counSel from them, and having accordingly requested me to
recommend him to them, I furnished him with a. letter of introduction to Sir
George Jackson, as I believed Mr. Vice~Consul Brand to be at present on leave
of absence, but I made it equally applicable to the latter and to‘Mr. Gabriel.

 

I have, &c. _
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. ,

. ‘ No. 37].

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received September 24.) _

My Lord, Lisbon, SeptemberIB, 1856.
IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 8th instant, I conveyed to the Marquis de Loulé,’ in a note of the
15th instant, the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the attention shown
by the Portuguese authorities on the coast of Africa to the Rev. Mr. Livingston,
the enterprizing African traveller; ' ' . '

I have this day received a note of yesterday’s date from the Marquis, stating
that he was bringing the contents of my note to the knowledge of the Minister
of Marine, and that it was extremely agreeable to His Most Faithful Majesty’s
Government that the conduct of the authorities in question towards that traveller
should have been justly appreciated by Her Majesty’s G0vernment. _

. ' I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

9‘ No; 29.
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No. 372.

The Eml of Clarendon to 1%. Howard.

Foreign Ofice, September 26, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, and for communication to

the Portuguese Government, the accompanying extract of a deposition'* made by
Vicente Cranotich, the master of the slaver “ Mary E. Smith,” Which was

. captured on the 20th of January last off St. Matthew’s, by the Imperial Brazilian
cruizer “ Olinda,” from which deposition it will be seen that the Portuguese
Consul at Baltimore is implicated in slave-trading ventures to Brazil. - ‘ '

‘ I am, &c. ‘
($igned) CLARENDON.

Sir,

 

_‘ N0. 373.

The Earl of Clwendon to Mr. Howard.

‘ \ Foreign Ofiice, October 7’, 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 18th September, reporting

that Senhor Noguera. da Gama,- the newly-eppointed Brazilian Consul at
Loanda, had sailed for that 'place from Lisbon, I have to inform you that I
approve of your having furnished Senhor da Gama vsith a letter of introduction
to Sir G._ Jackson or to Mr. Gabriel.

Slr,

 

, I am, 830.
7 (Signed) CLARENDON.

No. 374. .

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received October 11.)

My Lord, ~ Lisbon, October 5, 1856.

I HAVE communicated to Viscount de $51 da Bandeira, the Minister of
Marine and Colonies, the ‘ contents of yam; Lordship’s despatch of the
20th ultimo, stating the satisfaction with Which ‘Her Majesty’s Government had
learnt that his Excellency is so well disposed to accomplish the complete extinc-
tion of slavery in the Portuguese Colonial possessions, and he ex’pressed himself
much gratified by this communication.

 

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

. No. 375. ,

M73 Howard ,to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received October 11.)

My Lord, v Lisbon, October 5, 1856.

VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA, in his note, to me of the 2nd of May last (a
translation of which was transmitted in my despatch of the 8th of that month),
expressed the wish that I should'furnish him: with any further information
which might reach me on the subject of the inhuman conduct of the masters
of the Portuguese vessels “Emilia,” and “ General Rego,” now “Africano,”
towards certain self-emancipated Africans Whom they had contracted to convey
to Lagos. . '

I therefore, 0n the receipt of your Lordship’s ’despatch of the 22nd
ultimo, brought to the knowledgezof the Marquis de Louie, in the note of
the 3rd instant, of Which I have the honour of inclosing a- copy, the contents
of Mr. Consul Campbell’s despatch of ' the 16th of July last, to your
Lordship, confirming his ‘former statement concerning the horrible fate of the
passengers forcibly landed at Whydah from the “General Regofi’ and calling
attention to the fact that the supercargoes of Portuguese vessels dispose of their
passenger fittings at places where they can be used in s1ave-vessels.

' ' I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD‘

*5 Inclosure in No. 239.
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Inclosure in No. 375.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Sir, Lisbon, October 3, 1856.
YOUR Excellency’s predecessor, the Viscount d’Athoguia, having, in his

note of the 2nd of May last, requested me to furnish him’ with any further
information Which might reach me on the subject ofthe inhuman conduct of the
masters of the two Portuguese vessels “General Rego,” now “'Afrieano,” and
“ Emilia,” towards certain 'self—emancipated negroes, whom they had contracted
to convey to Lagos, 0n the .coast of Africa, I have the honour to inform your
Excellency that the Earl of- Clarendon has received a despatch from Mr. Camp-
bell, Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, dated the ltith of July last, confirming his
former statements relative to the forcible debarkation at Whydah, by the master
and supercargo 0f the “ General Rego,” Domingos da' Costa Lage, and Angelo
Custodio Ribeiro Debarco, of some 40 of those Africans, whom they had brought
from Bahia, and to their having, in consequence, fallen into the hands of the
King of Dahomey, who put all the adults to death, and retained their children
as slaves. Mr. Campbell, in his despatch, observes that all doubt as to the fate
of these poor people has long ceased to exist. -

Information of the occurrence came to Lagos from Whydah ; and the
Abbeokuta traders meeting those ofAbomey periodically at the market of ’Ketu,
a large town about, equidistant from the two towns, are too well informed of
what passes at Abomey affecting their interest or security. > ,

Mr. Campbell further observes, that the mastersiand supercargoes ofPortu-
guese vessels bringing African passengers from' Bahia, are 10th to land them at
Lagos, because he always urges upon them the necessity of their landing or
destroying all the extra equipments put on board for the use of the passengers,
and informs them that they Will compromise the safety of . their vessels by not
0mg so. , , ,

In the case of a three-masted vessel, called the “Linda Fler,” which brought
across from Bahia the large number of 230 African passengers, Mr. Campbell
was very urgent that her extra equipment should he landed; and it transpired
that the supercargo (under whose orders and directions the vessels mostly navi-
gate), had landed the large copper cooking utensils, belonging to the passengers,
at Whydah. His object in doing so could not be mistaken. The supercargo,
however, had to pay their value to the Africans, , , a l

A small Portuguese schooner, the “ Aguia,”'lately landed at Lagos, fourteen
Africans from Bahia.’ The master, before leaving for that place, was solicitous
to know from Mr. Campbell whether his passengers had made any complaint.
In this case the Africans had met with no difficulty, and they were landed With ,
every particle of their baggage.

In bringing these particulars to the knowledge ,of your Excellency, I

 

avail, 8w. _ ,
(Signed) , HENRY F. ' HOWARD.

No. 376.
Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-—(Received October 11.) ,

My Lord, ' ' ' Lisbon, October 5, 1856; i I
. IN Compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 26th ultimo, .I communicated to the Marquis de Loulé, in the
note of the 3rd instant, of which I have the honour to inclose a copy, the
extract, _a copy of which. was transmitted to me by your Lordship, of a deposition
made by'the master of the slaver “ Mary E. Smith,” which was captured on the
20th ofJaiiuary last, ofl'St. Matthew’s, by the Imperial Brazilian cruizer “ Olinda,”
incriminating the Portuguese Consul at Baltimore as being implicated in slave-
trading ventures to Brazil.‘ ' ‘ ‘ . _ '
' I beg to observe that in this depOsition thename of the Portuguese Consul
at Baltimore is stated to be Almeida, whereas the real name of the Portuguese
Consular officer in that city who holds the rank of a Vice-Consul, is' Baptiste. "

' , , I haVe; 8w.
(Signed) HENRY'F. HOWARD.
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Inclos’ure in No. 376.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Sir, Lisbon, October 3, 1856.

IN compliance with the instructions Which I haye received from Her
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign, Affairs, I heve the honour
of‘communicating herewith to your Excellenc ' the accompanying extract 91 a.
deposition made by Vicente Cranotich, the master of the slaver “ Matty E. szth,”
which was captured on the 20th of January last, off 'St. Matthew’s 1n Bra'zll, by
the Brazilian cruizer “Olinda,” from which ‘depesition your Excellency will
perceive the implication of the Portuguese Consul at Baltimore, in Slave Trade
ventures to Brazil. ,

I avail, 8m. .
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 377.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendonq—(Received October 11.)

My Lord, Lisbon, October 5, 1856.

THE Viscount de S5. da Bandeira, the MiniSter of Marine and Colonies,
informed me yesterday that he had just received, with much satisfaction, from the
Governor-General of 'Angola, the intelligence of the capture to the north of
Ambriz, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Teazer,’_’ 06 a vessel without papers corre-
sponding to the description of the “ Roberto,” the disappearance of which from
the port of San Martinho, in this province, forms the subject of' my despatches
of the 14th and 26th of April 'last. V

Viscount de St observed that the Governor-General had expressed his
regret that the circumstance of the‘Commande‘r having landed, on some part of
the coast, the crew, who had stated themselves to be Montevideans, would render
it more diflieult to investigate the matter; but that, having in the meantime
received the commqnications forwarded to him by Viscount d’Athoguia, relative
to the suspicions attaching to the “ Roberto ” of being destined for the Slave
Trade, he should cause search to be made after those individuals. .

The Viscount added, that he thought he was able to trace the authorship
of the contemplated venture to some Spaniards who came from Barcelona to a
watering-place called Caldas, and one of whom paid a visit to San Martinho the
day before the “ Roberto ” disappeared.

 

I have, &c. '
(Signed) ‘ HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 378.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.g—-(Received October 13.)

My Lord, Irisbon, October 8, 1856.

HER Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, in their despatch of the
29th January last, a copy of which was inclosed to me in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 1st of May, transmitted the copy of a Portaria issued by the
Governor-Genera] of Angola on the 28th of the ‘first-named month, imposing
restrictions on the establishment of factories on the coast of that Province.

By a Royal Decree of the 27th ultimo, published in the “ Diario do
Governo” of this day, this Portaria,‘ of which Her Majesty’s'Commissioners
speak so favourably in their report, has been approved of with, only a slight
amendment in Article IV, according to which. it is the retaining and not the
placing of slaves in irons which is rendered penal, and the provisions of the
Article are not to apply to slaves who, not being so detained, are undergoing, by
orders of their masters, punishments permitted by the police regulations.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 379.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received October 13.)

My Lord, Lisbon, October 8, 1856.

YOUR Lordship will no doubt have already learnt from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at Loanda, that John E. Silva, the master, and Manoel José
Dias, the mate, of the slaver “ General Pinkney” or “ General Pierce,” which
was captured in February last in the waters of Benguella by the Commander of ‘
the Pertuguese naval station on the west coast of Africa, have been condemned,
by a judicial sentence of the 9th of June,‘ to the galleys for three years and to a
fine of 500 milreis, and that the saiiors who composed the crew, and the
notorious slave-trader Benito Derizanz, who figured as a passenger, have been
sentenced to serve three years without pay in vessels belonging to the State, and -
to pay the'costs.

The Viscount de Sat da Bandeira, the Minister of Marine and Colonies, in
communicating this intelligence to me, showed me a despatch from the Governm-
Genera1, Senhor Amaral, expressing the great annoyance he had felt at the
intelligence, which he first learnt from Sir George JackSon, that the Substitute
of the Judge and the Delegate of the Attorney—General had in the first instance
given Dom Benito D‘erizanz permission to embark on board the Portuguese
vessel “Perpetua” for Lisbon, there to await, the result of' his appeal from his
sentence to the Superior Court in this capital.

Against this permission Senhor Amaral immediately protested, declaring
that he should render the Delegate responsible for the consequences if
Derizanz escaped, and the consequence appears to have been its withdrawal, but
on the arrival of the “ Perpetua ” hereon the 4th instant, Viscount de 851
nevertheless caused strict inquiry to be made whether that individual had come
on board of her, the result of Which was that he had not.

' I have, the.
(Signed) ENRY F; HOWARD. -
 

No; 380.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received Octobef 24.)

My Lord, Lisbon, October 14, 1856.
WITH reference tomy despatches of the 14th and 26th of April last, and

of the 5th instant, I have the honour of transmitting herewith a translation of
a note of the 11th instant, Which I have received from the Marquis de Loulé,
requesting me to obtain from my Government information concerning the result
of the trial by the Prize Court at Sierra Leone of a Vessel fitted out for the Slave
Trade, which his Excellency states to have been captured on the west coast of
Africa, by Her Majesty’s cruizer “ Teazer,” and to appear, by all accounts, to be
the “ Roberta,” which sailed from the port of San Martinho, in this province,
clandestinely, some months ago. - v .

In my reply, of this day’s date, I have stated to the Marquis de Loulé that
I Would not fail to communicate his request to your Lordship, and to acquaint
him with the answer which I might receive.

I have, 8w. - . _ ‘
(Signed) . HENRY F. "HOWARD.

 

1qclosure in No. 380.

The Marquis de Loule’ to Mr; Heward,

(Translation) 1 ‘ Palace, October 1.1, 1856.

HIS Majesty’s Government having learnt, from a communication of‘ the
Governor-General of the Province of Angola, of the capture ilr those waters by
Her Majesty’s steamer “Teazer,” of a vessel found fitted out for the Slave
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Trade, and which, by all accounts, appears to be the brigantine “Roberto,”
which sailed clandestinely From the port of San Mnrtinho, and to] which the note
addressed by you to my pi’edecessor on the 1st of April last, referred ; and His
Majesty’s Government desiring to know the result of the trial 01' the said vessel
by the Prize Court at Sierra Leone, as well as any information upon this
question, I beg that you will have the goodness to obtain the same from your
Government, in order that it may be made known in the proper quarter.

' I ayail, &c. , 7
(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE.

 

No. 381.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.i—(ReCeived October 24.)

My Lord, ‘ Lisbon, October 18, 185?.

IN a despatch of the 3rd instant Mr. thnston, Her Majesty’s "Consul at
Oporto, inclosed to me the copy of a letter which he; had addressed to the Civil
Governor of that district, calling his attention to the information which he had
received, that several negro children who had been brought from Brazil to
Portugal had, at diiferent times, been sent bach: to that country, and that means
not having been taken, at thetime of the delivery of passports for them at
Oporto, to make known to the proper authorities in Brazil that those children
were fi'ee, they had been liable, upon being landed, to be reduced to slavery,
and, in some cases at least, had actually been sold as slaves.

In the same letter to the Civil Governor, Mr. Johnston stated, that he had
also heard that a boy, named Julio, who was to be embarked in a few days
on board a vessel called the “Nova Subtil,” bound for Rio de Janeix‘o, was
likely to be exposed to that risk. ‘

Upon the receipt of Mr. Johnston’s despatch, on the 7th instant, I brought
its contents under the notice of the Marquis de Loulé, and submitted, at the
same time, the expediency of his Excellency directing the Governor of Oporto,
without loss of time, to take such measures as might serve not only to guarantee
the boy Julio, but likewise all other negro children in similar circumstances,
against the risk of being considered as slaves on their return to Brazil, and of
instructing the Portuguese Consuls in the Brazilian ports of arrival, to claim the
protection of the Brazilian authorities in favour of such children.

To this note of mine the Marquis de Loulé "replied by one of the llth instant,
acquainting me that on its receipt 3. telegraphic message had been sent to Oporto,
instructing the Civil Governor not to fail to .mention in the passport of the
negro named Julio, that he was free, and that by the trans-Atlantic steamer
which was shortly to leave Lisbon for Rio de Janeiro, his Excellency would write
officially to the Portuguese Consul-Generai theme, recommending him to use the
utmost Vigilance in' order to prevent a repetition of the abuses Which I had
pointed out, in respect to negroes who are taker; back to the Brazilian Empire.

Mr. Johnston having, in the meantime, in a despatch of the 6th instant,
reported to me thatthe Civil Governor of Oporto had informed him that there
was no reason to apprehend that, the boy Julio would return to a state of
slavery, both the Brazilian and Portuguese authorities who had granted him
passports having recognised him as free; I mentioned this statement to the
Marquis de Loulé, in the note which I addressed to him on the 14th instant,
thanking him fer the readiness with which he had been so good as to comply
with the wishes which I had expressedupdn this matter.

, I. have the honour of inclosing, herewith, copies of Mr. Johnston’s despatches
* and of my notes to the Marquis de Loulé, and tranélatiOn of his Excellency’s
note to me, above referred to. ’

Having likewise brought the intelligence communicated to me by Mr. John-
ston to the knowledge of the Brazilian Minister here, Senhor Maciel Monteiro,
he at once, withvthe alacrity which he always evinces in acting up toany wish
Which I may express on Slave Trade matters, wrote to ,the Brazilian Consulat
Oporto, directing him to take especial care to mark on the passports which he
delivers to. negro children, the fact of their being free ; and by the ti-ans-Atlantic
steamer which left Lisbon on the 13th instant for Rio de Janeiro, he transmitted
to his. Government a Copy of the letter which I had addressed to him on the
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subject, and requested that measures might be taken, on the landing of' such
negroes' in Brazil, to guarantee their freedom. ' .' ' '

Of the various steps Whiqh I have thus taken in this matter, I have not
failed to inform'Mr. Consul Johnston.

I haVe, &c.‘ , A
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure l in No, 381.

Consul Johnston to Mr. Howard;

(Extract) A ' . . 7 ~Oporto,October 3, 1356;
I BEG leave to inclose a copy of a letter which I addressed to the Civil

Governor of Oporto, this evening, in consequence of my having been informed
that several negroes brought from Brazil to this country, Who had resided here
for some time, but were still so young and ignorant as to be altogether at the
mercy of those whom they looked upon as their masters, had been sent back to
Brazil,and there treated as slaves. ‘

I understand that the children in question were not furnished With “ cartas
d’alforia,” or any other documents, to show in Brazil that they were free.
However, had they had such certificates, they Would probably have been unable
to use, or even keep them. They were, of course, helpless.

The “Nova Subtil,” in which it is said the boy Julio is to embark, is
likely to sail for Rio de Janeiro a few days hence. W .
 

IncIosnre 2 in No. 38I. .

Consul Johnston to the Civil Gowemor of Oporto.

(Extract) ,, Oporto, October 3, 1856.
IT has been stated to me that several negro children who have been brought

from Brazil to Portugal have, at different times, been sent back to that country,
and that, means not having been taken, at the time of the granting of passports for
them here, to make known to the proper authorities in Brazil that those children
were free, they have been liable, upon being landed, to be reduced'to slavery,
and, in some instances at least, have actually been sold as slaves. V ;

I have also heard that, a boy named Julio, or Julius, Who is to be embarked
in the “Nova Subtil ” on the 5th instant, is likely to be exposed to the risk
above mentioned.

These statements I deem it my duty to. lay before your Excellency, being
confident that, upon the matter coming under your Excellency’s notice, what-
ever it may be proper for your Department to do will be done, in order that
such children,incapab1e as they must be of asserting their rights, or defending
themselves against fraud or violence, may not be robbed of their liberty.

 

. Inclosure 3 in No. 381.

_ Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’t V

Sir, Lisbon, October 7, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Excellency the copy Of a despatch

of the 3rd instant addressed to his Excellency. the Governor of Oporto by
Mr. Johnston, Her Majesty’s Consul in that city, stating that it has come to his
knowledge that several negro children who have been brought 'from Brazil to
Portugal have at different times been sent back tothat country, and that means
not having been taken, at the time of the granting, of passports for them at
Oporto, to make knoWn to the proper authorities in Brazil that those children
were free, they have been liable, upon ”being landed, to be reduced to slavery,
and, in seme cases at least, have been actually'sold as slaves.

MrJohnstOn further states in this despatcb that he has heard that a boy
CLASS B. I " ' .
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named Julio, o'r Julius, who was to be embarked in a few days in the vessel
called “Nova Subtil” for Rio de Janeiro, as he informs me, is likely to be

exposed to the above mentioned risk.
In calling yourExcellency’s attention to. these facts, Ibeg to submit the .

expediency of your Excellency directing, without loss of time, the Governor of
Oporto to take such measures as mayserve? not only to guarantee the boy

Julio, but likewise all other negro children in eimilar circumstances, against the

risk of being considered as slaves on their return to Brazil, and of instructing

the Portuguese Consuls in the Brazilian ports of arrival to claim the protection

of the Brazilian authorities for such children.
Your Excellency will, no doubt, likewise see the propriety of causing strict

vigilance to be exercised in 'respect to the vessels conveying such children, and

may further, perhaps, deem it advisable to come to an understanding with'the
Brazilian Government, in order to prevent the evasion Which, supposing

Mr. Johnston’s information to be correct, appears to be this practised of the

Portuguese law, providing for the liberty of slaves arriving in this country, and

to put an end to this new and refined form of Shave Trade.
I evail, &c. _ ‘

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 381. ,

The Marquis de Loule’ to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Palace, October 11, 1856.
I HAD the honour- to receive the note which you were pleased to address

tomeon the 7th instant, bringing to my knowledge a communication from the

British Consul at the city of Oporto, relating to the re—shipment of some negro
boys for ports in the Brazils.

In view of what you State upon this subjept, I have the honour to acquaint

you that, as soon as I received your above-mehtioned note, a telegraphic notice

Was sent to that .cityinstructing the Civil Governor not to fail to mention, in
the passport of the negro named Julio, to whom you refer, that he is free; and
that, by the transatlantic steamer that Will shortly leave this port for Rio de
Janeiro, 1 Will write officially to the Portuguese Consul-General at that city,

recOmmending him to use the utmost vigilanoe in order to prevent a. repetition

of the abuses Which you point out with reference to negroes who are taken back

to the Brazilian Empire. ,

Having thus complied with the wishes expressed by you, I avail, &c.
(Signed) ' MARQUIS DE LOULE.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 381.

Consul Johnston to Mr. Howard.

Sir. Oporto, October 6, 1856.

WITH reference to’ my despatch of the 3rd instant, concerning some negro

children Who had been sent, and a'boy named Julio, who was about to go, from

Uporto to Brazil, I beg leave to acquaint you that the Civil Governor of Opo‘rto

has informed me that there is no reason to apprehend that that boy will return

to a state of slavery, both the Brazilian and Portuguese authorities, Who have
granted him passports, having recognised him as a free person.

I am, &c. .
(Signed) EDWIN J.' JOHNSTON.
 

Inclosui-e 6 in No. 381.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Sir, ' Lisbon, October 14, 1856.
IN. aeknowledging the reeeifit of your Exeellency’s note of the 11th instant,

in reply tomme of the 7th, .on t e subjeCt Of the re-shi'pment of negro children
from Qp'orto to the BraZIISJ have the honour of offering my best thanks for the
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ready manner in which your Excellency has been so good as to comply with my
wishes for the adoption of certain measures With a View to securing the freedom
of those negroes on their return to Brazil.

I beg to add that, subsequently to the date of my note of the 7th instant, I
received a despatch from Mr. Johnston, Her Majesty’s Consul at Oporto, stating
that his Excellency the Civil Governor of that district had informed him that
there was no reason to apprehend that the boy Julio, referred to in that note,
would return to a state of slavery, both the Portuguese and Brazilian authorities
having given him passPOI-ts as a free man.

I avail, &c.r . v
. (Signed) ' HENRY F. HOWARD;

 

No. 382.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard;

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofiice, October 24, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 5th instant, and I. have, in

reply, to inform you that I approve the letter Which you addressed on the
3rd instant to the Marquis de Loulé, embodying the statements , contained in
Mr. Campbell’s despatch of the 16th of .July, relative to the fate of the
liberated Africans from Brazil Who were forcibly landed at Whydah and Aghwey
by the masters of the Portuguese vessels “ Africano” end “Emilia.” “ ‘ ' "

I am, 83c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. No. 383.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr.’ Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, October 25, 1856
I HAVE received your despatch of the 5th instant, and I’ have to inform

you that I approve of your having communicated to the Marquis deLoulé the
deposition of the» master of the ,“ Mary E. Smith,” inclosed in my despatch to
you of the 26th ultimo, Which incriminates the Portuguese Vice-Consul at Balti-
more as being concerned in the Slave Trade. , , v

. I am, &c. . '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 384. .

Mr. Howard to the Earl qf Clarendon.—(Recéived November 2.)

My Lord, , Lisbon, October 27, 1856'.
WITH reference to my despatch of.._the 6th ultimo, I have the honour

of transmitting herewith translatmn of a Portaria issued on the 20th instant by
Viscount Sé da Ba'fideira, the Minister of Marine and Colonies, and published
in the “ Diario doGoverno” 0f the following day’s date, conveying the commands
of His Majesty the King of Portugal that the GovernoréGeneral-of the Cape de
Verd Islands should report whether it Will be possible to declare at onCe, or
When, the complete extinctign of slavery in one or some of those islands, the
necessary time being allOWed for the. proprietors of slaves in the islands in
Which slavery is to be abolished, to dispose of them in Other islands in the
same manner as has been determined by law in regard to- Ambriz. n

~ I have, &C.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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.Inclosure in No. 384.

Porta'ria.

(Translation), _ .

ALTHOUGH various circumstances do net permit the immediate cessation

of the condition of slavery in every part of the Portuguese Monarchy, His

Majesty the King is desirous that such condition should be gradually abolished,

and at the‘earliest possible period, Without prej hdice to the legally vested rights

of slave owners, according to the provisions of the Law of the 5th of J1in last,

pubiished in the official “ Gazette” of the 1 5th of the same month, regarding the

district of Ambriz ; and His Majesty, considering the small number of slaves

now held in some islands of the archipelago of‘ Cape Verd, as well as the little

importance Which slavery appears to have in those islands, directs, through the

Secretary of State’s Oflice for the affairs of Marine and Colonies, the Governor-

General of the Province of Cape Verd to report whether it may be possible,

either now, or at some later period, to proclaim the entire cessation of slavery in

one or more Of those islands, while allOwing, with this obj ect, sufficient time for

the IslaVe-holders in the'islands in Which slavery is to be abolished, to dispose of

their slaves in the other islands in a similar manner to that provided in the said

Lawfor Ambriz. . .
Palace, October 20, 1856.

(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA.

 

. No. 385.

Mr Howard to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received November 2.)

My Lord, Lisbon, October 27, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 14th instant, I have the

honour to inform your Lordship that I have received a.furthe1' note of this
day’s date from the Marquis de Loulé, acquainting me that according to the

communications received by the Minister of Marine from the Governor-General

of the Province of Angola, and from the Commander of the naval station on

that coast,'there appears to be no doubt but that the slaver hrigantine captured

in the Séaof Congo bythe English war steatn-vess‘el “Teazer,” .is the vessel

“ Roberto,” Which sailed clandestinely from San Martinho, in this Pfovince.

In concluding this note, the Marquis de Loulé states that he awaits the
information which Her Majesty’s Government may be so good as to commu-

‘ nicate to him relative-to the result of the trial of that vessel by the Prize Court
at Sierra Leone. '

I have, &c. .
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 386.

' The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir,’ fl Foreign Oflice, November 3, 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 8th ultimo, respecting the sentence

passed on the crew of the “ Gene'ml Pierce,” and the attempt Which was made
to induce the authorities at Loanda to allow Benito Derizanz to embark on board

'a. vessel bound for Lisbon, under pretence of there'awaiting the, result of the
appeal Which he has instituted in the above case, Itransmit to 'you, for your
information, a copy of a despatch Which I have received from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at Loandafi‘ stating the particulars of the scheme Which was
planned for the escape of Derizanz, and the manner in whichit was frustrated. .

. , I am, &c. -
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

" C138! A, N0. 834
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No. 387.

Thailand of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Foreign Ofice, November 3, 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 14th ultimo, inelasing a copy

of a letter from the Marquis de Loulé, requesting information relative to
the brigantine believed to be the “Roberto,” which has been captured by_Her
Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Teazer,” I transmit herewith, for your information,
and for communication to the Marquis de Loulé, copies of two despatches,‘ which
have been received at the Admiralty from Commodore Adamsfi“ and which
contain the latest informatibn that has reached Her Majesty’s Government
respecting the vessel in question. ‘ ' ‘ ‘

Sir,

. I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON. ‘

 

No. 388.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 3,1856.
I HAVE receiVed your despatch of the 18th ultimo, inclosing copies. of your

correspondence with Her Majesty’s Consul at Oporto, and with the Marquis de
Loulé, respecting the negro boy Julio, and the unprotected condition of other
negro children who have been brought from Brazil to Portugal, and have at
different times been sent back to Brazil.

I have to acquaint you that I entirely approve the steps which you have
taken in order to obtain protection for these children, and I have to instruct yOu
to inform the Marquis de Loulé and Senhor Maciel‘ Monteiro that Her Majesty’s
Government gratefully acknowledge the readiness which they havegshown in
complying with your applications to themiipc’m this niatter. & ‘ ' _

. ‘ am, 0. . ‘ . -
(Signed) CLARENDON; ’

 

No. 389.""‘

The Earl of Clarehdon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, . ‘ Foreign Ofice, November 3, 1856.
WITH reference to the correspondence which passed in 1855 between this

office and Her Majesty’s Legation at Lisbon, on the subject of the‘ permission
which was given by the Portuguese Government, by a Decree published on the
2nd October of that year, to Manoel José daCosta Pedreira, a. resident of the
Island of San‘ Thomé, to transport 100 freed negro’cs to that‘island'vfrom
Angola; I now transmit to you a copy ,of a despatch which I have received frOm
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda,’r containing observations upon the
license granted to Senhor Pedreira, and pointing out wherein it differs from
a similar permission which was granted to Senhor de Souza Almeida in 1853.

And I have to desire ,that you will call the attention of the Portuguese
Government to this subject. ' » a ‘ v v e '

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* Class A, Nos. 126 and 127. 1‘ lbid., N0. 85.
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No. 390.

The Earl ef Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

(Extract) Faheign Ofice, November 3, 1856.

I HAVE received ‘a letter from Dr. Livingston, announcing his arrival at
the Island ‘of Mauritius, after having crossed the African continent from Luanda
to Quillimane, and I have to instruct you to eonvey to the Marquis de Loulé

the grateful acknowledgments of Dr. Livingstonz and of Her Majesty’s Goveen-
ment, for thevery kind and hospitable reception which that gentleman met w1th
on the part of the Portugueseauthorities‘ at Tete and Quillimane.

 

No. 391.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

(Extract) ‘1 V Foreign Ofice, November 5, 1856.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for v your information, a copy of a despatch which
I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Baltimorefi“ stating that a true bill
has been found against Captain Baker as priucipa], and Messrs. Baptiste and
Stabler as accessoriesju the crigne o'f equipping for the Slave Trade the schooner
“ C. F. A. Cole,” ' ’

 

No. 392.

- The‘ Earl of‘ Clarendon to Mr. Hme-d.

‘Sir, Foreign Oflice, November 21, 1856.

I TRANSMIT to you, herewith, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Scarlett?
&c., containing the substance of information Which has reached him respecting
Slave Trade movements on the coast of Africa ; and I have to instruct you to
draw the attention of the Portuguese Government to the Slave Traffic which,
according to theiuformation received by Mr. ficarlett, continues to be carried
on in Angola, Benguella, and St. Thomas.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

’ No. 393. ’

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendonrr—(Received November 25.)

rMy Lord, Msbon,'November 14, 1856.

IN compliance with your Lordship’s instructions,,I communicated, on the
12th instant, by note, to the Marquis de Louie, the two despatches of the let
and 15th of July last from Commodore Adams, of which copies were inclosed to
me in 'your Lordship’s despatch of the 3rd instant: containing the latest
information 'Which had reached Her Majesty’s Government relative to the
bfigantine, believed to be the "‘ Roberto,” Which has been captured by Her
Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Teazer.”

I stated, at the same time, that When I received any further information
'fi'om your Lordship on the subject of that vessel; I would not fail to bring it to
his Excellency’s knowledge. .

' I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

as No. 639.» + No.180. 1 No. 387.
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No. 394.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received November 25.)

My Lord, Lisbon, November 14,1856.
IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s‘ despatch

of the 3rd instant,* I have informed the Marquis de Loulé, and Senhor Maciel
Monteiro, the Brazilian Minister,,in writing, that Her Majesty’s Government
gratefully acknowledge the readiness which they have shown in complying
with my applications to them respecting the negro boy Julio, at Oporto, and
the unprotected condition of other negro children Who have been brought from
Brazil to Portugal, and have at different times been sent back to Brazil. '

M. Monteiro has expressed himself to me as being much gratified by your
Lordship’s obliging communication. ‘ t

I have, 8w. . V
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

No. 395.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 25.)

(Extract) , ' Lisbon, November 15, 1856.
IN execution of the instructions. contained in your Lordship’s ‘despatch

of the 3rd instant,’r I addressed a note to the Marquis de Loulé 'on the 12th
instant, conveying to his Excellency the grateful acknowledgments of Dr. Living-
ston and of Her Majesty’s Government, for the very kind and hospitable recep-
tion which that gentleman met With on the part of the Portuguese authorities
at Tete and Quillimane. .

I have since received a note, of yesterday’s date, from the Marquis de
Loulé, observing how flattering to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government
was the manner in Which that distinguished traveller had expressed himself on
the subject of the reception he met with from the Portuguese authorities, and
stating that he was about to bring my communication to the knowledge of the
Minister of Marine.

 

No. 396. .

Mr; Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 25.)

My Lord, , Lisbon, November 15, 1856,
INCLOSED I have the honour of transmitting to your Lordship a copy of

a note which, in compliance With the instructions in your Lordship’s despatch
of the 3rd instant;r I yesterday addressed to the Marquis de Loulé, calling
his attention to the subject of the permission which was given by the Portuguese ‘
Government, by a Decree published on the 2nd of October of last year, to
Manoel José da Costa Pedreira, a resident of the. Island of San Thomé, to
transport. 100 freed negroes to that island from Angola. ‘ ‘

I have, 810. , ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. '
 

Inclosure in No. 396.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule.

Sir, , ListowNovember 14, 1856.
'ON the 12th of November of last year,‘Her Majestjr’s Chargé d’Afi'aireshad the honour to address a note to your Excellency’s predecessor, respecting a.

“ No.'388. 1- N0. 390. :t No. 389.
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Decree, hearing date the 25th August preceding; by which permission was
granted to Senhor Manoel Jose’ da Costa Pedreira t0 tran5port a certain number
of freed men from Angola to the Island of San Thome’. In that note Mr. Ward

brought to Viscount d’Athoguia’s notice, by the instructions of Her Majesty’s

Government, the objeetionable nature of some of the provisions of that Decree,
to which the attention of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government had

previously been drawn by Sir Richard Pakenham, with reference to a similar
permission granted in 1853 to Senhor J050 Maria da Souza Almelda. '

Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has now
instructed me to bring this subject again under the consideration of His Most
Faithful Majesty’s Government, with reference to another point in which the
license granted to Senhor Pedreira differs from that concession to Senhor

Almeida, and which appears to Her Majesty’s Government to be of no slight
importance. v

Senhor Almeida was, as it appears, an inhabitant of the Province of Angola,
and the concession made to him applied to 100 of those slaves of Which he was

assumed to be in actual possession in that province ; whereas the Decree of the
25th August, 1855, represents Senhor Pedreira to be, as Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment are informed he in fact is, a proprietor and merchant in the Island of
San Thomé. v .

This circumstance would seem to do away: even With the slight pretext by

Which Senhor .Almeida sought to free himself from the prohibition contained in

Article V of the Treaty of 1842, of Which thigs latter concession seems to be a

direct infraction ; nor is the fact which is further seen in the preamble, that

Senhor Pedreira’s petition, though only partially acceded to, extended to a

grant of 200, by any means without its signifieancy, inasmuch as it does away
altogether With the idea of domestic or' household slaves, and appears to reduce

the transaction to a simple case of slave-dealing, which Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment feel persuaded that His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government will not
permit. -

I avail, 8m.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

N0. 397.

The Earl of Clarendon to M. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, November 26, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from

Mr. Morgan, Her Majesty’s Consul at Bahia,* reporting the steps that have been
taken with'regard to the Portuguese brig“Africano,” formerly “ General Raga,”
in consequence of information which he received from you to the effect that the
vessel in question was suspected of being about to engage in the Slave Trade.

 

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

' No. 398.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.«-—(Received December 3.)

My Lord,- ' , Lisbon, November 27, 1856.

IN my deSpatch of the 3rd of May last, I reported that Senhor Maciel
Monteiro,» the Brazilian Minister at this Court, had kindly undertaken to
write to the Brazilian authorities at Bahia for' legalized ccpies of the two docu-
ments which were transmitted to your Lordship, in translation, by Mr. Morgan,
Her Majesty’s Consul at that port,‘ in his despatch of the 8th March, and
which were found in the possession of Vianna, a passenger on board the captured
American'slaVer “Mary E.’ Smith,” viz., a letter addressed by Guiiherme da
Silva Correa to the same Vianna, and the manifest of the Spanish vessel
“ Dolores,” engaged in the Havana Slave Trade, as well as of any other papers
which might compromise persons residing in the Portuguese dominions, with a

‘3‘ No; 243.
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view to communicating them to the Portuguese Government, and enabling the
latter to proceed judicially against the slave-traders. ‘

M. .Monteiro having fulfilled his promise, and received in the course of time
from Bahia a certified copy of the judicial proceedings taken there against the
crew and passengers of the “ Mary E. Smith,” addressed on the 13th instant, to
the Marquis de Loulé, a. note inclosing such extracts from these proceedings as
had reference to the slave-traders residing in the Portuguese West African
possessions, and amongst these papers a copy of the above-mentioned manifest
of the harque “Dolores,” and urging, in very pressing terms, the prosecution
and punishment of the offenders, as well as the exercise of increased Vigilance
on the part of the Portuguese local authorities on the coast of Africa; to prevent
the shipment of slaves. ' '

M. Monteiro having been so good as to communicate to me his note to the
Marquis de Loulé, with special permission to bring it to your Lordship’sr know-
ledge, I have the honour of transmitting herewith a translation of it,

At an interview which I had with the Marquis de Loulé on the 22nd
instant,-I stated to him that Senhor Monteiro having communicated to. me his
note, I fully associated myself to the requests contained in it, and I remarked
that one of the most effectual means of suppressing the Slave Trade in the
African possessions of Portugal would be the punishment of its authors, Who had
hitherto escaped paying the penalties of their crimes. V

i ' ‘ I have, &c. ' ' -

(Signed) , HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclo’sure in No. 398.

Senhor Monteiro to the Marquis de Loule’.
(Translation) _ ,
Sir, Lisbon, November 13, 1856.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to address himself to theMarquis
' de Loulé, &c., in order to bring to the knowledge , of his EXcellency the accom-
panying documents, being extracts of the proceedings taken in the city of Bahia
against the crew and passengers of the American ship “ Mary E. Smith," taken in
the waters of the Province of Bahia with 384 Africans on board. -

By the cargo-book of the barque “ Dolores,” found among the papers of the
ship in question, “ Mary E. Smith,” the guilty participation of certain subjects of
His Most Faithful Majesty residing in his dominions in the crime of slaveLtrading
is demonstrated. And ‘By the correspondence likewise found on board the
captured vessel, evidence is given of an attempt to commit the same crime on
the part of others, Who, with incredible efl’rontery, are endeavouring to re-establish
a trade which, while it transgresses all the rules of Christian morality, at the
same time violates the laws as well of the Portuguese'Mnnarchy as of the
Empire of Brazil. ' -

The proofs of the crime, from the documents already alluded to, are so con-
clusive and so legitimate, that the Undersigned has no doubt of the éonvictien
of the accused, once the proper proceedings are regularly instituted in the
foreign locality of their domicile, and are prosecuted with zeal and uprightness
by the judicial authorities lawfuiiy competent for the cognizance ofsueh trans-
aetions, and for the trial of the delinquents. '

In this persuasion, the object of the Undersigned in transmitting to the
Marquis de Loulé the above-mentioned documents, which have been extracted
by this Legation from a certified ‘copy of the proceedings, Which, if necessary,
Will be submitted for the satisfaction of the Portuguese Government, is to claim
the punishment of the guilty parties, a punishment which, if properly carried
out, as is to be hoped on account of the enormity of the offence laid to their
charge, will be for the future an effectual means of securing the prevention
g‘f such ofi'ences, and of for ever-putting an end to such a wicked and odious
raflic. ‘ ' ‘

The Undersigned fully appreciates the laudable desire Which inspires His
Most Faithful Majesty’s Government in their purpose of preventing the depar-
ture of Africans from the ports of their several colonies ;' and. rat the same time
he equally acktiowledges their solicitude in the issue of adequate orders for

_ CLASS B. '
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enforcing respect to the latvs of the country with regarti to this great question,

so interesting to humanity: he cannot, however, With due regard to the orders
of his Government, exduse himself from calling the serious attention of the

Portuguese Government to this subject, and claiming from them the greatest

vigilance and zeal in the matter in question, in order to take precautions against
the repetition of new attempts

With this View, the Undersigned considers it his duty to observe t0 the

Marquis de Loulé that, even if the information furnished should not prove, as it

seems to he,'suffieient to secure the punishment of the accused, the notoriety of

the crime at some points of the African coast, and the suspicions attaching to

such individuals on account of their characters as acknowledged slave-dealers,

might serve as a guide to the police authorities in the discovery of fresh proofs,

which might supply what in strictness of law is wanting in the documents now
transmitted by the Undersigned to his Excellency.

Anxious as the Imperial Government is to employ every means within the

limits of their powers for the prohibition of so inhuman a Traffic, by strictly

forbidding the importation of Africans into their territory, they are convinced

nevertheless that, in order that their persevering efl'orts may produce the com~

plete results which they have in view, it is absolutely necessary that the Portu—

guese Government should, on their part, exercise the most active vigilance in

the matter in’ question ; since, as the crime takes its origin in Portuguese terri-

tory, it is especially incumbent On that Government to check it in its original

combinations, and to control its consequent effects by means of the active inter-

ference of the local authorities, Whose zeal arid diligence it is important to stir

up carefully and frequently for the interests of public morality, of the laws of the

country, and of the dignity of the Government.
Having a profound reliance on the wisdom of His Most Faithful Majesty’s

Government, and in their good wishes for effectual co-operation With that of

His Majesty the Emperor, in carrying out so beneficial a design, the Under-

signed rests satisfied with the flattering hope that, in the matter Which forms the

subject of his note, peremptory orders will be given for the trial and conviction

of the persons accused of the offence of slave-dealing, according to their desig-

nations in the accompanying documents.
The Undersigned, &c.

(Signed) ANTONIO PEREGRIN'O MACIEL MONTEIRO.

 

No. 399'.

'Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received December 3.)

My Lord, Lisbon, November 27, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 15th instant, reporting my

having conveyed» to the Marquis de Louié,‘ in execution of the instructions.

contained in your Lordship’s despatch if the 3rd instant, an extract

from Dr. Livingston’s letter from the Mauritius of the 26th of August last,

expressing his grateful acknowledgments fat the kind reception he met with on
the part of the Portuguese authorities at Tete and Quillirqane, in the Province of
Mozambique, and at Cassange, in that of Angola, I have the honour to inform

your Lordship that a Notification signed by Viscount de Set da Bandeira, the
Minister of Marine and of the Colonies, appeared in yesterday’s “Diario d0
Governo,” stating that Her Majesty’s Government having communicated that
extract to His Most Faithful Majesty’s GoVernment, His Majesty had directed
its transmission to the Governor-Generai, With instructions to him to publish
it in the. official “ Gazette,” and in the name of His Majesty to thank the
authorities of that Province therein referred to for the assistance which they.
rendered to Dr. Livingston in his labours, Which must be of great utility in
promoting the geographical knowledge as well of the Portuguese ti'ansmarine
Possessions as of the scientific establishments of Europe.

The notification is followed by a translation of the above-mentioned
extract.

I have, 810.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 400.

I Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Re0eived Decembef 3.)

My Lord, Lisbon, November 28, 1856.

I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith translatiOn of a Portaria
issued by the Minister of Marine and Colonies, Viscount de 85 da Bandeira, on
the 19th instant, by command of the King of Portugal, and published in the
“Diario do Governo” of the 20th instant, setting forth the expediency of the
children of the principal native Chiefs, and other potentates of Angola, being
well acquainted with the Portuguese language, and receiving a regular education
which may qualify them for following the usages of civilized life, and directing
the Governor—General of that Province, With that view, to employ the means he
may think most fit in order to bring the children of the most notable of those
Chiefs as scholars to Loanda, for the purpose of being well instructed in the
Portuguese language, in reading, writing, and arithmetic, and in the Christian
doctrine. ' '

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.- '

 

Inclesure in N9. 400. ,,

Portariu.

(Translation)

AS it is expedient that the sons of the principal Chiefs, 'Sobas, and
other Potentates of the Province of Angela, should be well acquainted with
the Portuguese, language, and should have an education which may qualify them
for following the practices of civilized life: His Majesty ordains, through the
Secretary of State for the Marine Department and the Colonies,‘ that the
Governor-General ofthat Province, employing all the means he may think most
proper, should require that the $0115 of the most notable Chiefs be sent as
pupils to Loanda, in order to learn the Portuguese language, reading, writing,
a_nd arithmetic, and Christian doctrine ; the said che'rnor-General being autho-
rlzed to assemble these pupils in a proper edifice, ggder, the tuition of masters,
and to expend the necessary sums for their board, their clothing in the European
style, and theireducation; for which purpose the items of the corresponding
expenditure will be examined before a financial Board, in order to be included at» '
the proper time in the general estimate of receipts and expenditure of the
Province. *

Palace, November 19, 1856. I V
(Signed) “ VISCOUNT DE SA DA BANDEIRA.

 

, ' No. 401..

Mr. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendoniae—(Receivéd December 3.)

(Extract.) ' V Lisbon, November 26, 1856.
IN my despateh 0f the 8th of May last, I had the honour of forwardng

to your Lordship the copy of a note Which-I addressed on the 5th of that
month to Viscount d’Athoguia, in execution of your Lordship’s instructions, ‘
lriclostng the extract of a -Memomndum- drawn up by Her Majesty’s Chcrgé
d Afl'aites at Rio V de Janeiro, relative to the Slave Trade proceedings of Arsenio
Pomplthompe‘io del Carpe and Guilherme'da Silva Correa, as well as trans—
lated coples oftwo documents found in the possession of:Vianna, a passenger‘ron ‘
board the captured American slaver “Mary E. Smith,” viz.,’a letter addressed
from_Loanda by the same Silva Correa to Vienna, and the manifest of the '
Spanish vessel “ Dolores,” engaged in the Havana Slave Trade. v .
_ ' I have now the honouLQf transmitting a, translation of a note of the 25th
Instant, and of its inclosure, Which I have this day received from the Marquis de
Loulé, containing the information 'furnished to the Minister of Mafiné by the
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Governor—General of the Province of Angola, relative to the subjects treated of

in my above—mcntioned note. .

From that despatch your Lordship will percelve that Senhor Amaral

acknowledges the truth of the facts adduced, and confirms that of {many of the

names of Ishippers found in the manifest of the “ Dolores” being those of

notorious slave-traders; the most active and shameless of all he eonsxders to be

Silva Correa, who was undoubtedly the author of the Slave Trade adventure of '

the “ Mary E. Smith.” ' .

Senhor Amaral likewise gives an account of the measures taken. by 11an to

prevent the employment in the Slave Trade of the two palhabotes referred to 111

‘Mr. Jerningham’s aboVe-mentioned Memorandum. . _ ' .

I propose thanking the Marquis de Loule’ fer th1s Informatlon.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 401.

The ILIaTquis de Loule'to Mfr. Howard.

Palace, November 25, 1856.

THE Marine Department having been made acquainted with the contents

of the note which you had addressed to my predecessor on the - 5th May last,

together with the documents accompanying it, with respect to certaln slave-

dealing operations in which Guilherme José da Silva Correa and Arsenlo

Pompilio Pompeio del Carpe appeared to be implicated as prmcnpals, I have.

received from that office the confidential despateh from the Governor-General ot

the Province of Angola, an extract of whichI have the honour to transmit to

you in copy.
You will see" from this despatch that the said Governor-General was already

in posSession of information on this subject, anti was following up the measures

which he had devised for putting a check on these illegal adventures. ’
I renew, Ste.

(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE.
 

Inclosure 2 in No. 401.

The Governor-G’cncral of the Pv'ov'ince of Angola to the Minister of Marine and
the Colonies.

(Translation.)
(EXtract.) Loanda, August 13, 1856.

FOR the subject on which they Speak, and notwithstanding the shortness of
the time, I here acknowledge the receipt of the confidential Portarias 3,565,
3,580, 3,588, and 3,589. A communication to the same effect as that contained
in the last of these, had already been made to me by the British Commissioner,
Sir George. Jackson. The facts reported are true. ‘ Many of the names of
shippers found in the manifest of the barque “ “Dolores ” are those of notorious
slave-dealers. The most active and shameless among them all is Guilherme
Jos'é da Silva Correa, settled on the Zaire. No doubt can be entertained that
the slaving adventure of the American ship “ Mary E. Smith,” which was
captu'red on the coast of Brazil, ought to be laid to his charge.

Of the palhahotes to which the Portaria 3,588 refers, one was already
completed and came to this city, where she received papers for regular naviga-
tion, after taking the usual securities ; the other is still in construction in the
Zaire.

At Ambriz there is no apprehension to be entertained ofslaving adventures,
as I have already assured your Excellency. In the Zaire it is different. The
schooner“ Conde do Toja ” is there. It is due, beyond adoubt, to the obstacles
placed by her commander, by my orders, in the way of the sailing of the two
palhabotes in question without the express permission of this Government, that
the former has not been already employed in some illegal adventure, and that
the other shall not at some future period be engaged in a similar pursuit. I am
persuaded that they were designed for a bad purpcme. Your Excellency may
rely that I will endeavour to thwart all these wicked designs.
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No. 402.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 4, 1856.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith six copies of a Report from Dr. Livingston,*

containing some interesting information respecting the countries through Which
he has travelled on his journey across the African Continent, and I have to
instruct you to communicate two copies of this Report to the Marquis de Loulé,
and also the Viscount de 82’: 'da Bandeira.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

, No. 403.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sit', ‘ Foreign Ofice,;December 6. 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 27th ultimo; I have to acquaint

you‘ that Her Majesty’s Government approve of your having supported the
application which Senhor Monte'iro addressed on the 13th ultimo to the Marquis
de Loulé, urging the prosecution of the Portuguese subjects in Angola, whose
slave-trading transactions were exposed in some of the papers found on board
the captured slave—vessel “Mary E. Smith.”

And I have to instruct you 'to convey to Senhor Monteiro the thanks
of Her Majesty’s Government for having communicated With you upon‘ this
matter. , ,

I am, &e.
‘ (Signed) , . CLARENDON.

 

_ No. 404.

‘ The Earl of Clarendon toer. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 6, 1856;
WITH reference to your despatch of the 26th ultimo, inclosin’g alcopy

of a. note which you had received from the Marquis de Loulé, communicating '
an extract of a despatch from the Governor-General of Angola, relative to
the information obtained from the correspondence found on board the “ Mary E.
Smith,” as to the Slave Trade transactions of Arsenic Pompilio Pompeio del
Carpe, and Guilherme da Silva Cerrea, I have to instruct you to convey the
thanks of Her Majesty’s Government to the Marquis de Loulé for this and
other useful Communications which he- has obligingly made to Her Majesty’s
Government.

I am, Sac. ,
(Signed) . CLARENDON.

 

, N0. 405. _

Mr. Howard to the 117er of Clarendan‘u-(Received December 9.) ,

My Lord, Lisbon, December 2, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 28th ultimo, I have the

hOnour of transmitting herewith a copy of a note which I addressed to’ the
Matquis de Loulé on the 29th of that month, returning my thanks for the infor‘
matlon communicated to me by his note of the 25th of the same month, relativeto Certain Slave Trade proceedings in the Portuguese Possessions 0n the west, coast of Africa. L

4* Class A, Inclosure in N . 89;
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Your Lordship will perceive that I took that opportunity of associating

myself to the request conveyed to the Marquis de Loulé by my Brazilian

colleague, M. Maciel Monteiro, in his note of the 13th ultimo (translation of

which was forwarded in my deepatch of the 27th of that month), for the

prosecution and punishment of the individuale residing in those Eossessions,

whose guilt has been shown by the late judicial proceedings at Bahia 1n the case

of the captured American slayer “ Mary E.‘ Smith.” ‘ '
‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. $05.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Sir, Lisbon, November 29, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note

of the 25th instant, and to return my thanks for the obhging communication

contained in it of the despatch addressed on the 13th of August last by the

GovenioreGeneral of Angola, to his Excellency the Minister of Marine, upon the

subject of my note of the 5th of May last to your Excellency’s predecessor,

relative to the Slave Trade proceedings of certain individuals, having their head-.

quarters, or residing, in that Province.
‘As I perceive that his Excellency the Goveirnor-General is himself convinced

of the culpability of those individuals, and as I understand from. my Brazilian,

colleague that he has been enabled to place at yeur Excellency’s disposal a

certified copy of the proceedings in the case of the American slayer “ Mary E.

Smith,” captured at St. Matthew’s, on the qoast of Brazil, some time ago,

comprising, amongst others, two of the papers Which I had the honour of

annexing in translation to my above-mentioneti note, I beg to express the hope

that His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government may be able to find sufficient

grounds for prosecuting the guilty parties, and hringingthem to condign punish—

ment.
It appears to me that this desirable object could not fail to be attained if

the evidence contained in the papers, to Which I have alluded. were diligently

followed up, as, from the zeal displayed by his Excellency Senhor Amaral in the

suppression'of the Slave Trade, it may he expected that it will be.» The

experience of every day convinces me that untii these old, and hitherto incor-

rigible offenders are punished, no hepes can he entertained of that complete

suppression of the Traffic in the African Poseessions of Portugal which His

Most Faithful Majesty’s Government are so desirous of bringing about.
I avail, Sac. '

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 406.

Afr. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendont-r-(Rewived December 9.)

My Lord, Lisbon, December 3, 1856.

INCLOSED I, have the honour of transmitting a copydof the note of this
day’s date, in‘which, in execution of the instructions contained ifi your Lord—
ship’s despatch of the 21st ultimo, I brought to, the knowledge of the Marquis
de _Loul_é the information on Slave Trade matters contained in Mr; Scarlett’s.

deepatch of the 24th of September last, and drew the attention of the Portuguesc

Government to the Slave leafiic Which, aeoording to that information, continues
to-be carried on inrAngola, Benguella, and St. Thomas.

7 I‘have, &c. v 7
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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Inclosure in No. 406.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Sir, Lisbon, December 3, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the Earl of Clarendon

has received a despatch from Mr. Scarlett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de
Janeiro, stating that after the arrival in that port at the vessel called “ Paquete
de Loanda” from Angola, information had reached him that on the 4th of
August last, two American vessels, one a palhabote, and the other a schooner,
had taken on board from the coast cargoes 0f<sIaves, the first 390, the second
from 300 to 380, and are supposed to have sailed for Cuba.

These cargoes are reported to he the property of Jofio Pedro da Costa V
Coimbra, and Francisco Riverosa, slave-traders, who were expelled from Brazil
by the Brazilian Government. ‘ '

According to Mr. Scarlett’s information, there have been collected at
different depéts at Benguella 2,000 slaves, chiefly female, under the pretext of
their being instructed.

Moreovei', Guilherme (da Silva Correa), who shipped the Africans on board
the captured American slaver “ Mam] E. Smith,” is stated to be building a
palhabote at Boma, in_ the River Congo, where he has 1,500 slaves in the
harracoons. Also at a small village near Cabinda, 500 slaves are said to be in
course of being taught to row in the boats employed in the Slave Trade.
Numerous Slave Trade agents are stated to be at Loango, who trade With the
American ships and the Island of St. Thomé, having their slaves in depéts.
Among these agents, Mr; Scarlett understands that there are many old Brazilian
slave—dealers. .

In bringing these particulars to your Excellency’s knowledge, 'I have been
directed by the Earl of Clarendon to draw the attention of His Most Faithful
Majesty’s Government to the Slave Traffic which, according to the information
received by Mr. Scarlett, continues to be carried on in Angola, Benguella, and
St. Thomas. '

I avail, 8w. , ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. ‘

 

No. 407.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard. ’ ,

Sir, . Foreign ’Qfiice, December 16, 1856‘.
WITH reference‘to your despatch 0f the 2nd instant, I have to acquaint

you thatI appprove the note Which you addressed 'to the Marquis ‘de LOulé,
thanking him for the information which he obligingly communicated .to you',
relative to certain Slave Trade proceedings in the Portuguese possessions on
the west coast of Africa, and I also approve of your having availed yourself of
the same opportunity to support the application of your Brazilian colleague for
the punishment of the individuals residing in the Portuguese possessions, Whose
guilt has been proved» by the late judicial proceedings at Bahia in the case of the
captured American slaver “ Mary E. Smith.”

‘ . I am, &c. .
(Signed) CLARENDON. v

 

V No. 408.

.Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(ReceieecliDecember 17.)

My Lord, , Lisbon, December-VS,‘ 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 27th ultimo, inclosing a translation

of a. note addressed, on the 13th of that month, by the Brazilian Minister at this
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Court, Senhor Maciel Monteiro, to the Marquis de Loulé, inclosing extracts from

the judicial proceedings instituted at Bahia against the crew ant] passengers of

the American slaver “Mary E. Smith,” and urging the transrmssxon of orders

for the prosecution and punishment of the individuals residing in the Portuguese

Poss‘essions on the west coast of Afi-ica, comptromised by the evidence in those

proceedings, 1' have now the honour of forwardi‘hg to your Lordship a translation

of the reply, dated the 22nd ultimo, returneti by the Marqms to the above-

mentioned note. .

V In this reply the Marquis de Loule’ states that he has communlcated Senhor

Monteiro's note and its annexes to the Minister of Marine, and has called his

special attention to the facts mentioned in it, in. order that the most peremptory

orders may be dispatched to the competent authorities for the neceSSai-y

oh'ects.
J His Excellency adds, that he has seen with the greatest satisfaction that

Senhor Monteiro appreciates the desire twhi‘ch animates. His Most Faithful

Majesty’s Government, to prevent, by all the means in them power, the repeti—

tion of such highly criminal attempts, and assures 111m that thls favourable

Opinion will be corroborated by the efficiency of their proceedings.
I have, 810. ' ‘

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. €108.

The Marquis de Loule’ to Senhor Monteiro.

(Translatioh.)

Illustrious and Excellent Sir, ' Palace, November 22, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which your

Excellencywas pleased to address to me under date of the 13th instant, together

with the documents to which it refers, and extracted from the criminal action

instituted at Bahia against the crew and paesengers of the American vessel

“Mary E. Smith,” which was captured in these waters with 384 Africans on

hoard. ‘
This day I purpose to bring the said note and documents to the knowledge

of the Minister of Marine, calling his Excellency’s particular attention to the ‘

facts contained therein, to the end that the most peremptory orders may be

issued to the proper authorities for' the necessany ends.

Perceiving with the greatest satisfaction that your Excellency does not

overloOk, and appreciates, the desire of His Majesty’s Government to forbid and

' restrain, by every means in their power, the recurrence .of attempts so highly

crihiinal, I assure you that such favourable opinion shall be confirmed by the

efficient proceedings of the said Government, who take much interest in causing

the law, public morality, and their own dignity? to be duly respected.
' I avail, &c.

(Signed) . MARQUIS DE LOULE.

 

No. 409.

The Earl of Clarendon to Air. Howard.

Sir, :Foreign Ofli’ce, December 26, 1856.

I‘ TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of Va, despatch which I have received
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loande,93E commenting upon the proceedings

of- the Board of Protection established in the Colony of Angola under the provi-
sions ofthe Portuguese Decree of" the 14th of December, 1854, for the registra-

tion and partial emancipation of slaves in the Portuguese Colonial Possessions.
You will perceive that the Commissioners accuse the Board of having

misappropriated the funds in their possession, inasmuch as they lent to the

* Class A, No. 94.
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Colonial Government, for the purpose of carrying out the expedition undertaken
to the mines of Encoge, the money assigned to the Board of Protection from the
product of the registration fees, and which should, in accordance with the spirit
of the Decree above referred to_, have been'applied for the education and instruc-
tion of the libertos and slaves, instead of being diverted to the purposes for
which they have been applied. Moreover, the conduct of the Board of Protec—
tion in refusing to receive from the slave Fabifio, as the price ‘of his manumission,
the sum at which he had been originally Valued, and their subsequent proceedings
with regard to this man, appear to be in direct opposition to the letter and spirit;
oftheDecree ofthe 14th December, 1854, which secured to the Whole slave popula-
tion the privilege of purchasing their own freedom at evaluation to be conducted
upon fair and liberal principles ; and I have to. instruct you to bring these
matters under the consideration ofthe Portuguese Government, who will doubtless
take measures to prevent a recurrence of similar proceedings on the part of the
Board. I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 410.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 26, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from

Mr. 'Kuper, Her Majesty’s late Consul at Baltimore,* reporting the result of
some of the trials Which have taken place in that city in the case of the schooner
“ C. F. A. Cole,”1ately engaged in the Slave Trade, and in which M. Baptiste, the
Portuguese Vice-Consul at Baltimore, was one of the parties accused as owner
of the vessel in question. - I am, &c. . 1

, (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 411.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Recei'ved December 29.)

My Lord, ‘ , Lisbon, December 19, 1856.
IN compliance with the instructions contained in . your Lords'hip’s despatch

of the 6th instant, I have conveyed to Senhor Monteiro, the Brazilian Minister
at this Court, the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for having commu-
nicated With .me on the subject of his recent application to the Portuguese
Government for the prosecution of the Portuguese subjects in Angola, Whose
slave-trading transactions were exposed in some of the papers found ‘ on board
the captured slave-vessel “Mary E. Smith.”

 

I have, &c. , '
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.-

No. 412.

Mr. Howdrd to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Decanter 29.) '

My Lord, . Lisbon; December 19, 1856.
IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s, deSpatch

of the 6th instant, I yesterday addressed a note to the Marquis de Ioulé
conveying to him 'the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the communica;
tions referred to by your Lordship, as well as for other useful communications
which he has obligingly made to Her Majesty’s Government on Slave Trade
matters. .

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F.‘ HOWARD.
 

* No. 690.
CLASS B. '
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No, 413.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendonrr—(Received December 29.)

My Lord, ,Li'sbon, December 19, 1856.

THE Viscount de 86 da Bandeira, in his capacity as Colonial Minister, has

recently provided for the better dispatch and centralization of all the business

connected with the Slave Trade, and with the Boards for the protection of slaves

and freed men, created by the Law of the 14th December, 1854, ‘as well as

with everything bearing upon the‘ condition and education of such free men,

by creating a separate department for this purpose in connection with the

'Marine and Celonial Oflice. _ '

The gentleman placed at the head of this Department is Senhor Guilherme

Cypriano Demony, late member of the Mixed British and Portuguese Commis—

sion at Loanda. .

It will be his business to prepare all the subjects to be submitted for

discussion to the Colonial Council Board, as well as those which, having been

already discussed, arevnow waiting for the final decision of that Board.

The Portaria directing this appointment, and bearing date the 15th of this

month, was published in the official “ Gazette i’ of yesterday.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 414.

Mr, Haward to the Earl of Clarendon-r—(Received December 29.)

My Lord, Lisbon, December 19, 1856.

I HAVE the honour of transmitting, herewith, a translation of a Royal

Decree of the 3rd ultimo, published in the F‘ Diario do Governo” of the 9th

instant, abolishing in all the territories of the Province of Angola the forced

labour called “rservieo de carregadores” (porter’s' service), and other forced

labourshitherto exacted from the free negroes.
. Viscount > 895. da Bandeira, the Minister qf Marine and Colonies, on whose

preposal the Decree is issued, tells me that he had been endeavouring, for a long

series of years, to efl'ect the object Which it has in View; that he attempted to

do so when Minister at a former period, by the Portaria of January 31, 1839,
referred to in the Decree; but that his successor in office having given up the

Portaria after it had only been twelve months in operation, he had now had

recourse to the form of a Royal Decree, in order to carry Out his 'views.
A second Decree, bearing the same date, enacts an increase in the tribute

called “ dizimo,” paid by the free negroes in such of the districts of the Province

of Angola as furnished “ carregadores.” The preamble of this Decree states,

that in consequence of the great benefits Cenferred upon these negroes by the
abolition of the system of forced labour hitherto exacted from them, and by the

improvement in the means of internal communication between different parts of
the province, as contained in the provisions of the first—mentioned Decree, they

will be enabled to pay with ease a higher rate of contribution than that to Which

they are at present subjected. This contribution, it is stated, can, without

pressing heavily, be progressively raised to the maximum annual Slim of
1,400 reis provincial currency (about 33. -11d.)’for each hearth, exclusive of the
811m of 200 reis at present paid for each hearth, under the same denomination ;
this increase being at the rate of 600 reis, (about Is. 8d.) for the first year, and

to reach the specified maximum in three years, the total sum being still inferior
to that exacted from free .negroes residing in other parts of Africa subject to the
dominion of foreign Powers, and whose social condition does not differ from
that of the negroes of Angola. In the body of the Decree it is stipulated that
this tribute (“ tribute. de dizimo”) may be paid either in money or in the
produce of the Province of Angola, such as coffee,ycotton, iron, cattle, but never
in goods produced or manUfaCtured out of the province; the inhabitants of the
chief towns must, however, pay the tribute in meney. The Governor-General
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in Council is empowered to extend the provisions of, the Decree to. the other
Districts and Presidencies of the Province, according as their respective circum-
stances may admit of it. .

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inc'losure in No. 414. ‘

Decree abolishing Campulsory Labour of Free Negroes in'Angola,

(Translation)
IT being strictly in accordance With justice to abolish, [as soon as pessible,

the abusive practice which has existed from remote times in a portion of the
territories of the Province of' Angola, consisting in obliging free negroes, Pottu—
guese subjects, to perform the laborious work entitled there “ porter‘s service”
(“ servioo de carregadores”) ; considering that the right which, aceording to the
Constitutional Charter of the Monarchy, belongs to all Portuguese subjects,
without distinction of race, colour, or religious creed, of di5posing of their 'own
labour and industry as it best suits them, ought to be secured to the saidfi'ee
negroes; censidering that, far from the enforcing of this compulsory labour
being sanctioned by law, a Royal Order, dated 1796, expressly forbids the
exaction of any forced labour from the negroes of Benguella; and that previous
Royal enactments provided that in Angola no person might engage the services
of free people without paying them ; and that a Portaria, dated January 31, 1839,
also strictly prohibits the forced labour of “ carregadores” in the whole extent
of the said province; and inasmuch as this abuse, being promoted and kept up
bv avarice, and exercised in oppoSition to these Royal piovision's,has. annulled
the right of the above-mentioned negroes to dispose freely of their own'labour;
considering that the argument put forward for preventing the abolition of this
vexatious practice, viz., that if the negroes were not forced to perform the said
service (“ de carregadores”), all trade With the interior of the province would

' cease, as well as that with the independent tribes in the interior, is a pretext,
to be classed‘with those made use of by the advocates of slavery, against the
adversaries of such iniquity ; inasmuch as in all the Portuguese territories of
Angola where the said forced labour is not exacted, free negroes are to be found
Who voluntarily hire themselves for the purpose of ' conveying the merchant’s
goods, and during the period that the said Portaria of January 31, 1839, was
in execution in that province, free negroes came to offer their services for
conveying cargoes, in the same manner as the free negroes of Bihé, Songo, and
various other places, do now, in the same province, as well as in all the Portu-
guese territories in Guinea and in Eastern Africa; Finally, considering that
such Violence ought no lorrger to be tolerated, it having for more than a century
been .stigmatized'by. variom zealous and intelligent authorities of that province,
who considered it as the cause of serious impediment to the advancement Of the
province, and conforming with the reports of the Colonial Board; dated respec-
tively December 10, 1851, and' September 12, 1854, I think it right to decree
the following: ’

. Articlerl. The forced labour *oallet “ servig:o de carregadores” is” hereby
abolished and prohibited (in all the territories of the Province of Angola, without
any exception. ‘ , . v ‘

Art. 2. All other forced labour, of whatsoever denomination, .is , also
abolished.

Single §. The following are not included in the above provision :
1st. Military sefvice, and the services to Which the inhabitants of the conti-

nental portion of the kingdom and adjacent islands are bOund aCcording to law.
2nd. The service set forth in Article 3 of this Decree. '
3rd. The service of ‘the sluices 'or' dykes, for preventing the ravages of

inundations, and which is called there “ servigo de bongues.” , , .,
Art. 3. The inhabitantsrof the Districts and Presidencies of the province

.are also obliged to contribute towards the service of the construction and repairs
of the roads in their respective districts, in the proportion not to exceed twelve
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days’ labour, either consecutive or otherwise, to be furnished in person or by a
substitute, in - each year.

Single §. The Governor--General in Council shall, ' as soon as possible,
propose the roads to be opened first, and all else relating to the internal inter-
course of the Province of Angola, and transmit a detailed report thereof, together
with estimates of the outlay.

Art. 4,. This Decree shall be published in the “ Boletim Oflieia ” of the
Governorship of Angola, as soon as received at Loanda, and Without delay
published in all the Districts and Presidencies, by proclamation, in the usual
manner, in order that it may be carried out fully throughout the province, at
the expiration of ninety days: from its; pu’blieation in the 'above-mentioned
“ Boletim.” .

Art. 5. Any of the authorities Who may, subsequently to the publication 0
the present Decree, be convicted of having obliged, directly or indirectly, or
consented, that any of the free inhabitants of the Province of Angola should be
forced to perform the compulsory labours abolished by the present Decree, shall
be dismissed from his post, and shall make compensation to the individuals thus
injured, such Compensation to be adjudged in accordance with the Penal Code.
The Viscount Sé. da Bandeira, Peer of the Realm, Minister and Secretary of
State fo'r Marine and Celonial Afi'airs, shall thugs understand and cause it to be
carried out. , .

Palace, November 3, 1856. . (Signed) KING.
(Countersigned) VlspOUNT DE SA D11 BANDEIRA.

 

No. 415. .

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 29.)

My Lord, ' ' Lisbon, December 19, 1856.
. I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith a. translation of a.
Portaria of the 5th ultimo, addressed by Viscount 85 da Bandeira to the
Governors of all the Transmarine Provinces of Portugal, and published in the
“ Diario do Governo” of the 9th instant, containing directions with a view to
Secure the full enjoyment of freedom by liberategl negroes being entitled to it.

I have, &0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

. Inclosure in No. 415.

Decree securing the Enfranchisement of Liberated'Negroes;

(Translation)

HIS Majesty the. King, desiring that no delay‘or obstacle may be placed to
the legal enjoyment of liberty by individuals who, in virtue of legislative enact-
ments, belong to the class of liberated negrqes, When once they may have
complied with the requirements of the law, and conforming to the representation
of the Colonial Board, has thought proper to determine the following :——-

1. That if there should be found, in any of the transmarine provinces,
liberated negroes to whom, from any motive whatsoever, letters of enfi'anchise-
ment may not have been given in due time by the proper authority, the
Governor-General of the province shall immediately furnish them with the
same.

2. That as soon as the said liberated negroes may have completed the term
of service to which they were bound by law, the 'Governor—General of the
province shall cause them to be declared smI juris, provided they be of age, and
if not yet of age he shall cause them to' be declared free, subject however to the
guardianship of the Board appointed by Article X of the Decree of 14th Sep-
tember, 1854, till such time as they become. of age. His Majesty commands
that the execution of the provisions of this Portaria be strongly urged upon the
Governors-General of the transmarine provinces, in order that no_ delay may
ever occur in declaring the full enjoyment of liberty to such liberated negroes as
have actually, or may in future have, completed the term of service to which
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they Were bound by law : all of which is made known through the Marine and
Colonial Department, to the Governor—General of the Province of Cape Verd,
for his information and due performance. ,

Palace, November 5, 1856. . .
' (Signed) , SA. DA BANDEIRA.

Similar Portarias were issued to all the Governors of the transmarine
provinces.

 

No. 416/ x

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Foreign Ofice, January 6, 1857.
WITH reference to 'my despatch of the 26th December last, I ’inclose,

for- your information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Bartlett, the Acting
British Consul at Baltimore,* reporting that M. Baptiste, the Portuguese'Vice-
Consulin that city, has been acquitted of the charges brought against him in
the case of the American schooner “ O. F. A. Colé,” lately engaged in the Slave
Trade. ' * '

Sir,

I am, 8w. ' . ' 7
, (Signed) CLARENDON;

No. 417..

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.f——(Received January 14.) I

My Lord, . ' Lisbon, January 5, 1857‘.
INCLOSED I have the honour of transmitting ‘a copy of the note which I

addressed to the Marquis de Loulé on the 3rd instant, bringing under his consi-
deration, in Campliance With the instructions contained in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 26th ultimo, the proceedings, as reported in the despatch of Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda to your Lordship, dated the 30th September
last, of the Board of Protection established in the Colony of Angola under the
provisions of the Portuguese Decree of the 14th December, 1854, for the regis-
tration and partial emancipation of slaves in the‘Portuguese Colonial Po'ssessiens,
in respect of the loan made by them to the Colonial Government for the purpose
of carrying out the expedition to the mines of Encoge,'and to the case of the
slave Fabiio, whom they refused to manumit on the payment by him of the sum
at which he had been originally valued. ' ' ’ " 4

v , . I have, &c. ' ' ' '
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 417.

Mr. Howard to ‘the 'Marquis de Loule,

Sir, ' Lisbon, January 3, 1857. ,
HER Britannia "Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda have reported to Her

Majesty’s Principal Secretary‘of State fer Foreign Afi‘airs', two circumstances
respecting the proceedings of the-Board of Protection, appointed according to
the provisions of the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, in the Province of
Angola, to which it now becomes my duty, by the instructions of the Earl
of Clarenclon, to call the attention of His jMost Faithful Majesty’s Government.

The first of these cirCumstances is the alleged misappropriation of a portion
of the funds of the Board of Protection, which has, upon the application of the
Treasury Board, been advanced by way of loan to, the [Colonial Government
onr' the purpose of carrying out the projected expedition to the mines of
ncoge. 2 ,

Although the Decree of the 14th December, 1854,i_s‘si1entas to the purposes

* No. 691
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to which such funds should be applied, yet its spirit seems to point out that the

sole object in view must 'be the improvement, by education anti every other

possible means, of the slave or liberto, under whichever denommation or elass .he

may be specified, and that to promote this object they should be religiously

reserved, from whatever source they proceed. ‘ ‘

One of the members of the Board in question, as Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment have been informed, When the proposition for a loan was under discussion,

not only pointed. ofit to his colleagues what he apprehended to be them obliga—

tions, according to the spirit of the Decree, but also suggested a specific applica-

tion of their funds with a view to the improvement of the condition of their

charge, both socially and morally. His propose], however, did not meet with

that support which it merited, and the casting vote of the Presxdent of the Board

is stated to have determined the grant of the loan.

The other circumstance which I have been directed to represent to your

Excellency, is, according to the Report of Her Majesty’s Commissioners7 an act

of misconduct, for which the parties concerned‘ ere amenable to the law, suppos-

ing it to have been actually transgressed, or to the censure of the Heme

Government for their remissness.

The particulars of this case are as follows i'r—A slave of. the namevof Fabifio,

who was valued on the death of his master, Silva, under the authorityof the

Juiz de Direito, as part of, the inheritance of the widow, at 50 milreis, claimed

his liberty on the 12th of July last, in virtue of the 27th Article of the Decree

of the 14th December, 1854, depositing the amount for which he had been so

valued with the Board of Protection, who instructed the Curator to proceed

according to law, causing the slave to be plaeed in deposit inthe meantime,

agreeably to the 21st Article, and to the 2nd section of the 28th Article. The

Curator allowed a lapse of three days to occur without making any report, and

then gave it as his opinion that the slave was not. entitled to redeem his liberty

at the originalrvaluation, the proceeds of the estate of the deceased master of

the slave having been divided at the time between the heirs thereof. The_Board

upon this directed the Curator to proceed in the manner prescribed by the

Decree ; on which he summoned the widbw before the Court‘ of Conciliation,

On various excuses, however, acquiesced in “by the Curator himself; without

any attempt to enforce the summons, she did not obey the mandate, until, on

the 28th of July, a certain Senhor José de Senza de Cruz presented a bill of

sale of the said slave, purporting to have been that made to him by the widow,

for the sum of 300 milreis, dated the lst of July, tendering payment at the

same time of the 5 per cent. ordered bythe 3rd section of the 36th Article.

The Treasurer refused to receive this “ siz‘a,” upon the assurance of Fabit'to

that. he had no knowledge of his having been sold to >Senhor Cruz or any other

person; that upto the day of claiming his liberty he had lived as usual, in the

house of the widow, and had been in the habit of delivering his daily earnings to

her, and receiving orders from her as her slaveT In the propriety of this refusal

the Treasurer was soon confirmed by the appearance of a public document, in

Which the widow requires the Chief of the Police on the 25th of July to cause

he‘r'slave Fabifio to be taken out of ‘the custody of the person With whom he

had been placed in deposit.
This petition was negative‘d, and three days afterwards, namely, the 28th of

July, Senhor Cruz presented this fictitious bill ,of sale, ante-dated the lst of

the same month ; and at the same time deposited, under judicial authority, the

amount of the “siza” on' the sum alleged to have been paid by him for the

slave. .

The Court then recognized Senhor Cruz as the owner of Fabiao, and

ordered him to be cited before the Court of Conciliation; but no agreement

being come to there, the course prescribed by the 23rd Article was pursued, and

a final award of 300 milreis was made by the Arbitrators as a proper compen-

sation to Senhor Cruz for a property which he had thus surreptitiOusly acquired,

but to which he had no just or rightful claim. To enable him to defray this,

Fabifio petitioned the Board for a loan of 250 milreis, engaging at the same time

to repay that sum out of his wages. ' V

- The Board replied that the money could not be lent from the funds at their

disposal, unless upon interest, and under the further condition that the

slave should'deposit some article of s‘uflicient value as security for its repay¢
ment.
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These conditions might have put it out .of the power of the slave to obtain
his freedom, and been, moreover, the cause of exposing him to much vindictive
feeling On the part of his owner, had not the President of the Mimicipal
Chamber, who, as a member of the Board, had voted against the above condi-
tions, offered, on behalf of the slave, to mortgage some article of his own private
property for the amount.

This offer was eventually acceded to, and 250 milreis were delivered to
Fabifio from the funds of the Board, and by him handed over .to the
Curator. _

The conduct of the Curator in this business appears to, have been very
reprehensible ; but one of the most scandalous and crying features in the case is,
perhaps, the simulated sale in order to put so much money into the widow’s
pocket, when she found the slave was about to obtain his freedom, and the
countenance and aid which she met with in that endeavour in quarters Where
she ought least to have found such. - -

Her Majesty’s Commissioners have reported their opinion, that much of the
mischief occasioned in this instance would have been prevented if the regulations
directed by the 17th Article of the Decree under which the Boardiof Protection
is constituted, had been drawn up and put in force; but up to the date of their
Report, no such regulations had been promulgated. ,

On a review of the circumstances so reported to them, Her Majesty’s
Government consider the refusal of the Board of Protection to receivefrOm the
slave Fabiéio as the price of his manumission the sum at which he had been
originally valued, and their subsequent proceedings with regard to this man, to
be in direct opposition to the letter and spirit of the Decree of the 14th of
December, 1854, which seemed to the whole-slave population the privilege of
purchasing their own freedom at a valuation to be conducted upon fair and liberal
principles. _ a

They have therefore directed me to bring this matter, as well as the conduct
of the Board of Protection in granting a loan of their funds to the Colonial
Government in prejudice of the objects for Which those funds were entrusted to
them, under the consideration of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government, iri
the confident expectation that adequate measures Will be taken to prevent a
recurrence, of similar proceedings. ' , ' _

I avail, &c. ‘
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD,

 

, No. 418. .
Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received January 714.)

,My Lord, ' « . Lisbon, January 5, 1857.
WITH reference to my desp'atch of the 27th of July last, .inclosing atranslation of a Portaria issued on the 25th of that month by the Viscount deS5. da Bandeira, the Minister of Marine and Colonies, directing the Governor OfMacao to report upon the feasibility of preclaiming slavery to be extinct de jurein that city, I haVe the honour of transmitting herewith a translatibn of a'Deefeesigned by the King of, Portugal on the 23rd ultimo, and published in the“ Diario do Governo” of the 30th of that month, declaring,- with reference tothe- report received from the Governor of Macao, slavery to be at present andfor ever abolished in that city and its' dependencies, and eulogiZing the conductof the Governor in carrying out His Majesty’s instructions, and that of the0Wners of slaves in Macao in giving the latter their filll' liberty. _ '

I have, &c. ' V '
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure, in No. 418.

Law abol' h‘ Sl _ - .(Translation) 28 mg , avery m Mactzo

, ‘ MY GoYernment havinghin a Portaria of, the 25th of July of this yeari'andr1.11 ‘conmderatlon of the peculiar circumstances attending the city of Macao
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instructed the Governor of that city to state whether it were possible to declare,

without delay, that the cofidition of slavery was de jure abolished there; and the

said Governor having forwarded, on the 11th of October last, an authentic copy

of the deed drawn up in presence of the Judge of that district, in which all the

owners of slaves, by an act extremely creditable to them, agreed to consider

and to declare all slaves then existing in the city to be free; and considering

that the Decree with force of law dated the 10th December. 1836, prohibits

the importation of slaves by sea, and that the introduction of this class of indi-

viduals by land was prohibited by the Decree with force of law dated the 14th

of December, 1854; I haye thought proper to declare that slavery is at present

and for ever abolished in the city of Macao and its dependencies; and further, I

am pleased to declare that the conduct of the said Governor, in causing my-

Royal intentions to be carried out, has merited my Royal approval; and that

the news of the humane and disinterested proceeding of the inhabitants of

Macao who. were owners. of slaves, in givirlg these their full liberty, is duly

appreciated by me.
The Viscount Sé da Bandeira, Peer of the Realm, Minister and Secretary

of State for Marine and Colonial Afl'airs, shall have thus understood, and cause

it to be carried out. '
Palace, Devicembei~ 23, 1856.

(Signed) KING.

 

‘ (Countersigned) VISCOUNT SA DA BANDEIRA.

No. 419.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receizied January 14.)

My Lord, Lisbon, January 7, 1857.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith a translation of . a Portaria.

addressed by the Viscount de 82’; da Bandeira, on the Slst ultimo, to the

Governors-General of the, Provinces of Angola, Cape Verde, and the Mozam-

bique, and to the Governor of the Province of St. Thomas and Prince, and
published in the “ Diario do Governo ” of yesterday, on the subject of the appli-
cation of the funds administered by the Boards of Protection of Slaves and

Liberated Negroes, created by the Decree of the 14th December, 1854.

The object of this Portaria is to resolve the doubts entertained as to the

right of applying a portion of the funds assigned to the Boards of Protection to
the manumission of children of slaves, according to the provisions of the 31st

Article of the Decree in question, and likewise to grants of assistance to such

slaves as may have means of their own, but nqt sufficient for their redemption.

Instructions are now given to the Boards to_ make an estimate and appro-

priation 0f theamount applicable to such purposes at the end of every halféyear,

after providing for the other charges upon their funds; and they are severally

required to apply such amount as shall not exceed the estimated residue, to cases
of the nature of those above referred to,_making their selection either in'the

order of the dates of application, or by lot, in the event of the number of appli-
cations exceeding the means at their disposal; and they are instructed to state,

in their half-yearly reports, the seVeral cases of. redemption, With the reasons of
their preference of one of these modes of selection over the other.

Your Lerdship will perceive that the provisions of this Portaria. fully hear
outthe interpretation p1aced,,hy Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda (in

their despateh of the» 30th September last, to your Lordship), upon the clanses
0f the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, relative to the appr0priation bv the
Boards of Protection of the funds committed to their charge. .

1 have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 419.

Porttmiat
(Translation.) ,

HIS Majesty the Kihg having learnt, from despatches received by this
department, that some of the Boards of Protection of Slaves and Liberated
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Negroes, which were created by the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, have
been in doubt as to whether they are permitted to dispose of a portion of the
special fund which they administer respectively, to be applied to the manumis-
sion of children under 5 years of age, by handing in, at the time of their baptism,
5 milreis, as ‘specified in Article 31'. of that Decree ; and also to assist such
slaves as may possess a sum-of money of their own, but not sufficient to effect
their redemption; and it being desirable that the above-mentioned Boards should
act in uniformity upon this subject, Which so nearly affects humanity and the‘
objects of the said Decree of 14th December, 1854, His Majesty has been pleased
to cause it to be made known that, in accordance with the provisions of that
Decree, the management and administration of the general property of slaves and
liberated negroes belongs undoubtedly to the above-mentioned Boards, and'that'
one of the objects of their institution being to promote by every means. in their
power the liberty of slaves, and one means being certainly to contribute a’portion
of the said funds for the purpose of' obtaining their liberty, it is therefore incum-
bent upon the said Boards to consider and set apart, at the end of each half-year,
the sum which they may be able to appropriate during the ensuing half-year to
the above-mentioned purposes, keeping in'view the othercharges Which these
funds may have to defray; and that, under this understanding, and within the
limits of the several sums thus set apart, the different Boards may respectively
apply such sums, either to such cases as may eventually arise, or, if the number
of cases be excessive with reference to the disposable amount, by drawing lots;
the several Boards, in their half-yearly reports, as required by Article 44 of the
said Decree, to give a detailed account of the cases 'of liberation effected through
these means, and to specify the motives for preference of one or the other method,
as the ease may be. . _ .»

The Governor-General of the Province of Angola shall communicate the
same to the Board of Protection of Slaves and Liberated Negroes for that
Province. .

Palace, December 3], 1856.

(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA.

Similar instructions were issued to the Governors-General of the Provinces
of Cape Verde, and of Mozambique, and to the Governor of' the Province of
San Thomé e Principe.

 

No. 420., .

‘Mr. Howard to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received January 14.)

My Lord, ‘ ‘ Lisbon, January 6, '1857.
A DESPATCH has been received from the Governor of the Province of San

Thome’ e Principe, pointing out, in the report of registered slaves transmitted by the
same mail, the circumstance that certain Gaboons (inhabitants of the neighbouring
coast of the continent of Africa), being underage, were included in the register,
because there was a possibility that they might have beeh legally introduced,
and desiring to be furnished with instructions how he should proceed with respect ,
to such Gaboons, if it should be evident that, by reaSonpf their age, they must
have been introduced subsequent to the Decree of the 10th December,_1836; '
which prohibited. the introduction of7 slaves by sea into any'of the dominions' of
the Portuguese Crown.

The Portaria. Of which I have the honour to inclose a translation, hearing
date the 29th of last month, and published in the official journal of the same
date, conveys His Most Faithful Majesty’s commands that the Minister for the
Colonies should acquaint the Governor of San Thomé e Principe that all
persons borne on the register, without a certainty of their being slaves, were
improperly so entered, for that the presumption was in favour of liberty, and the
condition of slavery requires to be established by proof, according to the express
provision of the Decree of the 14th December, 1854 (Article 28, § 1% and,
consequently, it became the duty of the public authorities to claim the liberty of
any persons who might be improperly deprived of it. .

I have, &c. ' ‘
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure in No. 420.~

Portrm'a,
(Translation)

HIS Majesty the King was made acquainted with the cohfidential despatch
of the 11th September last, in which the Governor of the Provmce otSan Thomé
e Principe, referring to the lists of registered slaves which he transmitted by the
same mail, in accordance with Article 3 of the Decree of the 14th December,
1854, says, that on the said lists are entered. some Gaboons (ihhabitants _of the
neighbouring coast of the continent of Attica} under age, but Whlch are registered
because they might have been introduced in a lawful manner, and requests to
know Whether he ought to take proceedings in furtherance of the liberation of
these minors, should it be ascertained that, from their age, they must have been
introduced into the islands subsequent to the Decree of the 10th December,
1836, whichprohibited the importation of slaves by sea throughout the Portu—
guese dominions, with the exception contained in Article 2. And His Majesty
commands it to be declared to the said Governor, through the Marine and
Colonial Department, that all individuals whp were not With certainty known to
be slaves, were unduly registered as such, inasmuch as their liberty was to be
presumed, and their state of slavery ought to be proved, as required by the
Decree of the 14th December, 1854 (Article 28, § 1), and it is therefore the duty
of the public authorities to re-establish the liberty of individuals in any way
unduly deprived of it. And as, from the list transmitted, in which only the
names, sexes, and ages of the registered sieves are stated, nothing is known
resPecting their place of birth, it will be neceesary that the Governor should seek
to (>an legal proofs to show the true condition of any individual who may
come under consideration.

Palace, December 29, 1856.
(Signed) ' SA DA BANDEIRA.

 

No. 421.

The Earl of Clarendon tp Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 16, 1857.
WITH reference to my deepatch of the lst of May last, I transm

herewith copies of despatches from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda,*
relative to the proceedings if Senhor Luiz‘ José Mendes Afi‘onso, Portuguese
Judge at Benguella, in regard to the cargo of a schooner belonging to the
United States, Which arrived at Benguella in August last, and which proceedings
led to the discovery that several persons resident at Benguella were concerned
in carrying on the Slave Trade between the west coast of Africa and Cuba.

You Will learn‘ from the inclosed rde‘spatehes that Senhor Affonso has
proposed, for adoption by the Portuguese Gpvernment, various amendments of
the existing law, which may tend to facilitate‘the detection and punishment of
persons engaged in slave-trading transactions; and as some of those amend-
ments seem to be very useful and well calculated to effect the objects pointed
out by Senhor Afl'oflso, I have to instruct you to recommend their adoption to
the favourable consideration of the Poituguese Government.

1 am, 8:0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 422.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 16, 1857.
I TRANSMIT herewith copies of two despatches which I have received

frorh H61: Majesty’s Commissioners at LoandaqL stating that a French gentleman
calhng himself the Count d’Arpoar, embarked at Loanda, in October last, on

*Class A, Nos. 97, 99, and 101. 1- Ibid., Nos. 96 and 103.



PORTUGAL.- 355

board the Portuguese transport “ Esperenga,” on his way to a southern port of
Africa, taking with him 10 slaves of his own, and 10 more said to belong to a.
working smith Whom he had engaged to accompany him.

I have to instruct you to call the attention of the Portuguese Minister for
Foreign Affairs to this case, and to state that this proceeding, Which has been
tolerated by the authorities of Angola, appears to Her Majesty’s Government to
be an abuse; and that, if the “ Esperanea” had been met at sea by‘a British
cruiz‘er she might tohave been detained under Article II of the Treaty between
Great Britain and Portugal of July 1842, as being engaged in transporting
negroes for the purpose of eonsigning them to slavery.

’I‘am, &c. . ,
(Signed) CLARENDON. '

 

No. 423.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-—(Received Januwy 22.)

My Lord, Lisbon, January 14, 1857. ,
IN my despatch of the '8th ultimo, I“ had the honour of reporting

to your Lordship the information cemmunicated to me by Viscount de 85. da
Bandeira, relative to the recent measures taken by the Judge at Benguella
against certain slavevtraders, and t0 the- embargo laid by him upon 432 SOVe-
reigns landed from the American vessel “ Flying Eagle,” being the proceeds of
the sale of slaves. ,

I now beg to inclose a copy and a translation of a Portaria issued by his
Excellency on the 10th instant, and published in the “ Diario do Governo” of
the 12th instant, referring to the particulars of those measures, and stating the
hope entertained by His Most Faithful Majesty, that the Judge in question, as
well as the other authorities of the Province of Angola, will continue With the
greatest perseverance and zeal to observe, and cause to be observed, the laws
Which prohibit the abominable Tratfic in Slaves. V

-Your Lordship will perceive from this Portaria that no less than 41 indivi-,
duals of different nations have been indicted by the Judge for having. {been
engaged in a shipment of slaves for the Havana, which is now shown to have
taken place from the. vicinity of Benguella 011 the 3151; of December; 1855.

This appears tolbe the most serious blow Which has ever been struck at the
slave—traders by the authorities at Angola. Should it be duly followed up, as
Viscount de 821 hopes it will be, it cannot fail to have most intportant results;

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure in No. 423.

. V Portaq‘ia.
(Translat10n.) ’

HIS Majesty the King having seen the despatch which theJudge of the
district of fienguella, Luiz J056 Mendes Afl'onso, addressed, under date of the-
12th of September last, to the Marine and Colonial Department, in which -he
states that the American vessel “ Flying Eagle ” having arrived at the port of
that city in the preceding month of August, having on board a considerablesum
of money and other. valuables, all of Which he, the Judge, knew to, be the
proceeds of the sale qf' slaves, he had in the discharge of the duties of his otfice
proceeded to take the legal steps required by the laws which prohibit the expor~
tation of slaves from the ports of the Portuguese Monarchy, and had therefore

_ laid an embargo upon 432 sovereigns, English currency, Which were already
landed, placing them in legal deposit, having’also apprehended in the above city
and in Novo Redonde, where he went in person, numerous decuments, showing
not only, that on the beach of Lucira, situated some leagues to the south Of the
above city, the crime of embarking 479 slaves on board the ship ‘called the
“ P. 8016’,” had been perpetrated on‘the 3lst December, 1855, these slaves.
bemg conveyed to the Island of Cuba and there sold; but also the names of the
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' persons who took part in this transaction, and the profit which each had

obtained, or was about to obtain, from this outrage ; the result being that he had

indicted 41 of these individuals, natives of different countries, and residing in

different parts of the world, in order that they might be tried by the proper

tribunals.
His Majesty commands that, through the Marine and Colonial Depart-

ment, it may be stated in reply to the said Judge, that although it is a matter cf

deep regret to His Majesty to know that the exportation of slaves is not yet

entirely discontinued in the dominions of the Crown of Portugal, notwithstanding

the laws which prohibit it, and the measures adopted by his Government for

putting a stop to it; and that some of his subjects, in conjunction with

foreigners, are included in the aforesaid indictment; yet he cannot fail to signify

to the said Judge his trust, that he, as well as the other authorities of the

Province of Angola, will continue with the gifeatest perseverance and zeal to

observe, and cause to be observed, the laws whiph prohibit the abominable Traffic

in Slaves, which has been the scourge and the pause of the ruin of His Majesty’s

African provinces.
Palace, January 10, 1857.

(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA.

 

No.‘ 424.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Fm‘eign Oflice, January 24, 1857.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 6th instant, inclosing a copy

of a Portaria issued by the Portuguese Government on the 29th December last,

conveying instructions to the GoVernor 0f the Province of San. Thomé e

Principe with regard to some Africans called Gaboons, inhabitants of the neigh-

bouring coast of the continent of Africa, who have been included in the list of

registered slaves .furnished by the Portuguese Governor in accordance with

Article 3 of the Decree of the 14th December, 1854 ; and I have to acquaint you

that Her Majesty’s Government learn With satisfaction the View taken by the

Portuguese Government with regard to the registration of slaves-as set forth in

the Portaria above referred to.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 425.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

I Sir, Foreign Ofiice, January 26, 1857.

I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a despatch which I have received from

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hopef’“ announcing the death,

on the 10th of November last, of their Portuguese colleague, Senhor Luis Carlos

Rebello, and'I have to instruct you to communicate this information to the

Portuguese Minister for Foreign Afi'airs.
, I am, 810.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

1510.426. ‘
The Earl of ‘ Clarendon to Mr. Howard. ‘

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 26, 1857.

I HAVE received your deepatch oi'the 14th instant, inclusing" a copy
of a Portaria of the 10th instant, relative to the measures taken in' September

last by Senhot“ Afl'onso, the Juiz de Direito of Benguella, Who discovered on

board the American vessel “ Flying Eagle” several documents containing

* Class Ag’NOa 47a
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evidence upon which he indicted forty-one persons resident in Angola and else-
where Who, in December 1855, embarked, at Lucira, near Benguella, on board a
vessel called the “ P. Sole',” 479 slaves, Who were landed in Cuba. v

I have to instruct you to inform the Marquis de Loulé, and also the Viscount
de 85 da Bandeira that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with great satis-
faction that the zeal and energy shown by Senhor Afi‘onso upon this occasion
have been approved by the Portuguese Government, and that the authorities of
Angola have been exhorted likewise to persevere in the adoption of effective
measures for the complete eradication of the Slave Trade. ,

You will, at the same time, state that Her Majesty’s Government 'are
desirous'of obtaining copies of any of the papers brought to light in this afi'air,
such as the letters of Lucas .inentioned in Sir Geerge Jackson’s‘ despatch of the
16th October, Which may enable Her Majesty’s Government to prove to the
Governments of Spain and 0f the United States the manner in which, the laws
of those countries against Slave Trade have been'violated by the parties concerned
in the affair of the “ P. Sole’." .

‘ I am, 8w. '
(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

 

No. 427. . 5

Mr. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received Februaiy 4.)

My Lord, , ‘Izisb'on', January 26, 1857.
ON receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th instant, which

reached me on the 22nd, I addressed to the Marquis de Loulé the note of Which
I have the honour to transmit a copy, with reference to the'obserVations made
by Senhor Luiz José Mendez Afl'onso, the Portuguese Judge at Benguella, on the
expediency of certain alterations in the law affecting the prosecution and trial'of
offenders engaged in slave—trading transactions. ' . , '

'Your Lordship will perceive thatI have recommended to the favourable
consideration of the Portuguese Government the adoption of the suggestions of
Senhor Affonso, as reported in the despatches of Her Majesty’s Commissioners
at Loanda of the 16th October and 13th November of last'year. '

, » I have, &c. i -
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD;

 

Inclosure in No. 427.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Sir, ' " Lisbon, January 23, 1857.
HER Britannia Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda have reported to Her

Majesty’s GOVernment the steps which; Senhor Luis José Mendez Afl'onso, late
Juiz de Direito at Benguella, had considered himself justified in_ taking with
respect to the proceedings instituted in the case of the parties implicated in a ‘
shipment of slaves. effected on the 31st December, 1855, at a place called
Lucira, between Benguella‘ and Mossamedes, as well as 'the observations which
that magistrate made as to the expediency of various changes in’ the law as it
now stands, the enforcement of Which would, in his opinion, gofar to put a
stop to the Trade altogether; V ’ V ' . . , , ,

I have accordingly been inStructed by Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs to draw the attention :Of His MoSt Faithful MajeSty’s
?vernment to the suggestions of Senhor Afi'onso, which are to the following
e ect: ' , t , ' .

In the first place, the permission (all due regard being had to‘the constituu
tional guarantee on this head) to‘open sealed letters seized on board suspected
vessels. v - ‘ ‘

A second suggestion is, that, the judicial authority be empowered to
embargo the goods consigned to the parties “pronunciados,” and to.pr'oceed
against all parties implicated in any ‘Slave Trade transaction, even though
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absent, in the same way as if they were present, and further that, whenever a
shipment of slaves shall be known to have taken place at any particular spot,
all persons residing at that immediate locality shall be considered primdfacie as
accomplices, unless they give information of such shipment being intended; and,
moreover, that whenever any slaves are seized as being destined for embarkation
the expense of Supporting those slaves,‘pending the trial, shall fall on their
owners, whether they may have been themselves arrested, or shall have
absconded.

Another amendment proposed has reference to the penalty annexed to the
crime of dealing in sraves. This should be increased to the highest grade of
punishment short of capital; while it is yet more desirable that power should be
given, such as is conceded in the higher grade 'of punishment, of arresting
persons before the commencement of legal‘ propeedings against them, that is to
say, without “ culpa formada,” where strong and sufficient grounds of ' suspicion
exist, and where there is danger of parties known to be implicated escaping
before that necessary preliminary could be effected.

Some of these amendments seem to Her Majesty’s Government to be very
useful, and well calculated to, effect the objects pointed out by Senhor Afl'onso,
and they have accordingly directed me to recommend their adoption to the
favourable consideration of the Portuguese Government. '

In compliance with these instructions, therefore, I have now the honour to
lay them before your Excellency, and I take, &p. Y

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

NO. 428.

Mr. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendou.+—(Received February 4.)

My Lord, - Lisbon, January 26, 1857.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of the note which I have addressed
’ to_ his Excellency the Marquis de Loulé, in conformity with the instructions
conveyed to me in your Lordship’s des’patch of the 16th instant, to call the
attention of the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs to the circumstance
of the conveyance ’of certain slaves by a French gentleman calling himself the
Comte d’Arpoar, from Loanda to a southern port of Africa, on board the
Portuguese transport. “ Esperanga.”

' I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 428.

Mr._ Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Sir, Lisbon, January 23, 1857.
HER Britannia Majesty’s Government have been made acquainted, by

official information from Luanda, with the circumstance of a- French gentleman
named the Comte d’Arpoar having embarked at that port in October last, on
board the Portuguese transPert “ Esperanga’,” on his way to a Southern port of
Africa, taking with him 10 Slaves of his own', and 10 more said to belong to a
working smith whom he had engaged to accompany him.

' The Earl of Clarendon, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, has instructed me to call your Excellency7s attention to this case,
and to state that this proceeding, which has been tolerated by the authorities of
Angola, appears to Her Majesty’s Government to be an abuse ; and that if the
“ Esperanga ”' had been met at sea by’a British cruizer, she ought to have been
detained, under Article II of the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal of
July 3, 1842, as being engaged in transporting negroes for the purpose of
Consigning them to slavery. '

In inviting your Excellency’s attention to the facts which have beenabove
stated, I take advantage; &c. ‘

V (Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 429.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 14.)

My Lord, Lisbon, February 3, 1857.
VISCOUNT DE SA DA BANDEIRA having called upon me yesterday,

I took that opportunity of communicating to him your Lordship’s despatch to
me, dated the 24th ultimo, stating the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’sGovernment had learnt the view taken by the Portuguese Government Withregard to the registration of slaves, as set forth in his Excellency’s Portaria of
the 29th of December last, conveying instructions to the Governors of the
Provinces of San Thomé e Principe, respecting some Africans called Gaboons,
inhabitants of the neighbouring coast of the continent of Africa, Who had beenincluded in the list of registered slaves furnished by the Portuguese Governor,
in aCcordance with Article 3 of the Decree of December 14, 1854.

I have, &c. ' , ,
(Signed), , HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

‘ No. 430.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received February I4.)

My Lord, . _ ’ Lisbon, February 5, 1857.
IN compliance with the instructionseentained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 26th ultimo, I communicated, by note, on the 2nd instant, to the
Marquis de Loulé, the intelligence conveyed to your Lordship by Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, of the death, on the 10th of Novem-
ber . last, at Cape Town, of their Partuguese colleague, Senhor Luis Carlos
Rebello, His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner in the Mixed British and
Portuguese Commission. ' V v . y

. I have since received a note, of the 3rd instant, from the ‘Merq‘uis de Loulé,
thanking the for that communication, and expressing: the regret with which His
Most Faithful Majesty’s'Government have learnt the loss of so valuable -a public
servant as Senhor Rebello. . t . , f V

. , . I have, &c. ' , '-
. , (Signed). HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

No. 431.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Recei‘ved- February 14.) 5

My Lord, ' ' Lisbon, February 5, 1857. g
INCLOSED I have the honour‘of forwarding a cOpy of ‘ the note Which Iaddressed to the Marquis de Loulé on the 2nd instant, conveying to his Excel-lency, in obedience to the instructions contained in yOur Lordship’s despatch' of the 26th ultimo, the satisfaction with Which Her Majesty’s Gavernmenthad learnt the ' approval by the Portuguese Government, of the‘ measures

taken by Senhor Atfonso, late Judge at Benguella, against certain s1ave4traders
implicated in a shipment of slaves; which took place near that locality in
December 1855, on board the vessel called “ P. Soleé” and requesting .the
communication of copies of any of the papers brought to light in this afl'air,
which might enable Her Majesty’s Government to prove to the Governments of
Spain and of the United States,' the manner in which the laws of those countries
against Slave Trade have been violated by the parties Concerned in the case ofthe “ P. Sole’.”

-5 Besides requesting the Marquis de Loulé, in this note, to make the Viscountde Sé da Bandeira- acquainted with itseontents, I availed mYSelf of the Oppor-tunity Which a visit on the same dayfrom the Viscount afforded me, to commué-nicate to him your'Lordship’s above-mentioned despatch, and he asSured me thathe should be happy to furnish the papers desired by Her Majesty’s Government.
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I have since received from the Marquis de Loulé a note, of the 3rd instant,

acknowledging the receipt of my above-mentioned note, as well as of that which

I addressed to his Excellency on the 23rd ultimo, and of which a copy was

inclosed in my despatch of the 26th of the same month, and stating his commu—

nication of them to the Minister of Marine.
I have, &c.

- (Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 431. ‘

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Soule’.

Sir, ' Lisbon, February 2, 1857.

I HAD the satisfaction of communicating to Her Majesty’s Government

a copy of the Portaria issued from the Marine and Colonial Department,,on the

10th of January last, by which his Excellency the Viscount de 82’: da Bandeira,

referring to recent measures taken by Senhoi' Luiz José Mendez Affonso, late

Judge at Benguella, against certain slave-tradevs, expressed the hope entertained

by His Most Faithful Majesty, that he, as well as the other authorities of the

Province of Angola, would continue, With the greatest perseverance and zeal, to

observe, and cause to be observed, the laws Which prohibit the abominable

Traffic in Slaves. ' ‘

The attention of Her Majesty’s Government having been directed to the

measures taken-by Senhor Affonso, as well as to the notice taken of his conduct

.by the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, I have received instructions

from the Earl of Clarendon to inform your Exeellency, as well as his Excellency

the Viscount de Sé da Bandeira, that they haye learned with great satisfaction

that the zeal and energy shown by Senhor Affqnso upon this occasion have been

approved of by his Government; and that the authorities of Angola have been

expected likewise to persevere in the adoptiqn of effective measures for the

complete eradication of the Slave Trade. ‘ '

By the same deepatch conveying these instructions to me, I have also been

directed to "state, that Her Majesty’s Government are desirous of obtaining

copies of any of the papers brought to light in this affair, such as certain letters

which Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda have reported as being among

those taken on this occasion from a well-known slave-dealer, of the name of

Lucas, which may enable Her Majesty’s Government to prove to the Govern-

ments of Spain and of the United States, the manner in Which the laws of those

countries against Slave Trade have been violated by the parties concerned in the '

shipment of slaves on board the vessel called the “ P. 8013',” in the month of

Décember 1855.
I have the honour to‘ request your EXeellency to communicate to the

Viscount de 851 da Bandeira the expression 9f the sense entertained by Her

Majesty’s GoVernment of his Excellency’s notig:e of these proceedings, according

to’ the instructions which I have above detailed; and also to request his Excel-

lency to have the goodness, to furnish me with copies of the papers to which I

have particularly alluded, as Well as of such, others as may tend, to throw light

upon the practices of the slave-dealers in this and other similar transactions, in

order that they may be communicated to Her Majesty’s Government. ,

' , I take, &0.

n, (Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

‘ N0. 432. ‘

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 14.)

(Extract) Lisbon, February 7, 1857.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 5th instant, I have the honour

of acquainting your Lordship that the Marquis de Loulé informed me

yesterday that'he had decided upon appointing the Chevalier Duprat to be Com-

missioner in the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good

Hope,‘in the room of Senhor Rebello, deceased, and Senhor Francisco Travassos
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Valdez, formerly Arbitrator at Loanda, to the same post at Cape Town, in the
place of the Chevalier Duprat; and that the Royal Decrees conferring these
appointments upon these two gentlemen would be submitted for the signature
of His Most Faithful Majesty this day.

I stated to the Marquis de Soulé that Iwas persuaded that the appoint-
ment of Senhor Valdez would be viewed with satisfaction by Her Majesty’s
Government, on accOunt of the confidence which his well-known’ sentiments on
the subject of the Slave Trade was calculated to inspire. ’ ' “

 

. ' No. 438.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendont—(Received February 23.)

(Extract) - . Lisbon, February 12, 1857.
I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith a translation of a note of

yesterday’s date, Which I havereceived from the Marquis de Loulé, acquainting
me, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, with the nomination. of
Senhor Alfredo Duprat as His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner, and of
Senhor Francisco Travassos Valdez as His Majesty’s Arbitrator, in theBritish
and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. ‘

 

Inclosure in No. 433. V _

- The lilarquis de Laule’ to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) . . . PalaceQFcbmhry 11,, 18.57;. i '
I HAVE the honour to inform you that His Majesty the King- has 'been

pleased, by a Decree dated the 4th instant, to appoint Alfred Duprat to the post
of Commissioner in the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission established
at the Cape of Good Hope, in virtue of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842,
between Portugal and Great Britain, for the suppression of the 813% Trade ;
and that by a Decree dated the 6th,, His Majesty was pleased to name Francisco
Travassos Valdez Arbitrator in the above-mentioned Commission, a post which
he has already'filled in the Mixed Commission established at Angola.

In requesting you to have the goodness to acquaint your Government with
the appointment ofthcsetwo officers, I avail, 8:0.

 

(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE. '

> No. 434. , _

Mr. Howard‘to the Earl 'of Clarendon.——(Received February 23‘.)

My Lord, 9 ‘ ' ‘ Lisbon, February 12, 1857.
I HAVE the honoflr of inclosing herewith a translation of a Portam'a,

hearing the date of the 10th instant, and published in the “’Diario do Governo”
Of yesterday,$addressed by Viscount de S5 da'Bandeira'to the GoV’ernor-General
of MOZambique, transmitting, by order of ' the King, a translation of the reselu-
tions passed at the meeting of the Royal Geographical Society in London, on
the 15th of December last, and yet a meeting» held on the following day:at
F‘reemason’s‘Hall,’ of' which» the Earl of Shaftesbury was President; gratefully
acknowledging the important assistance rendered by the Portuguese authorities
in Africa to Dr. Livingston. '

‘ This communication is stated to be made not only for the information of
the Governor-General, but likewise for that of the Governors of Tete and
Quillimane, Whom the Governor-General is to thank, in the name of His
Majesty, for having so well corresponded to his intentions in the assistance they
rendered to Dr. LivingstOn, adding that His MajeSty directs that the Governors
and authorities of the Portuguese deminions in Africa should afford similar
assistance to other scientific travellers. , V " '

An’ identic Portaria, mutatis mutandis, hasbeen addressed to the GoVernor
General of Angola. ‘ ' “ > -

‘3‘ 7 ~ Ihave,&e.~' ~ v
(Signed) HENRY F; HOWARD,
 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure in No. 434.

Portom'a.
(Translation)

THE Foreign Oflicehaving sent to this Department desPatches dated the
27th and 30th ultimo, With the tWo original resolutions, eontaining spontaneous
and cordial thanks to the Portuguese authorities who afforded to Dr. David
Livingston the assistance which was in their power, for the successful issue of
the exploring journeys Which he had lately unfiertaken in the interior of Africa,
When he crossed from the city of St. Paul de Loanda. to the forts of Tet'e and
Quillimane, the above-mentioned thanks being voted in the two great meetings
held in London on the 15th and 16th of December last, one at the Royal
Geographical Society of that capital, and the ether at Freemason’s Hall, for the
purpose of celebrating the return of that dietihguished traveller: It is His
Majesty’s commands that a translation of the said resolutions be sent through
the Marine and Colonial Department to the Governor-General of the Pro-
vince of Mozambique, not only for his own satisfaction and information in
as far as it may concern himself, but also for the satisfaction and information of
the Governors of Tete and Quillimane, signifying at the same time to them
His Royal approbation of their conduct in havihg thus carried out the favourable
intentions of His Majesty in the aid afforded to Di“. Livingston; and further
commanding that similar assistance be in future afi‘orded by all Governors and
authorities in the Portuguese dominions of Africa, to any travellers purposing to
enlarge the geographical and scientific knowledge Qf that part of the world,
more particularly When such travellers are of such recognized merit as the above-
mentioned' Dr. Livingston.

, Palace, February 10, 1857.
. . (Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA.

 

No. 435.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 3.)

My Lord, Lisbon, February 23, 1857.

I HAVE the satisfaction of transmitting herewith a translation of a
Portaria issued by the Viscount de Sé da. Bendeira on the 17th instant, and
published in the “ Diario do Governo” of the 21st, stating that, it being proper
that the transport of slaves from one point in the Province of Angola to another
in the Same province, should be regulated in cqnformity with the stipulations of
the'Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for the
suppression of the Slave Trade, His Majesty the King directs that the Governor:
General of the Province of Angola shall not give passports to slaves to go by
sea from one point of the said province to another point in the same province,
except in entire conformity with the letter of Article V of the above—
mentioned Treatygwhich His Majesty desires should be literally carried into
execution in all the transmarine previnces.

Identic instructions have been transmitted to, the Governor-General of
Mozambique, and to the Governor of the Islands of St.'Thomas and Prince.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inelosure in No. 435.

‘_ ‘ Portarz'a.
(TranslatiOn.) ‘ , ‘

WHEREAS it is requisite to regulate the conveyance of slaves by sea from
one part of the Province of Angola to another part of the same‘province, in such
manner that this conveyance may be effected in conformity with the stipulations
of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, entered into with Great Britain, for the
sappressiOn of the Traffic in Slaves, Which Treaty His Majesty desires shall be
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carried out to its fuliest extent in the Portuguesa dominions, a measure which
will greatly benefit legal commerce by diminishing the motives for a greater
strictness and severity in the exercise of maritime law; His Majesty the King
commands that the Governor-General of the Province of Angola shall not
furnish slaves With passports for going by sea, from one part of the province to
another part of the same province, otherwise than in strict conformity with the
letter of Article V of the above-mentioned Treaty, which it is His Majesty’s Will
shall be literally carried out in all the transmarine provinces. This is therefore
communicated through the Marine and Colonial Department to the said
Governor—General of the Province of Angola, in order that he may carryit out,
and cause it to he carried out, by his subordinate authorities. '

Palace, February 17, 1857. i '
- ’ (Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA.

Similar instructions were issued to the Governor-General of Mozambique,
and t0 the Governor of the Islands of St. Thomas and Prince. '

 

No. 436.

, The Earl Qf Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign‘Qflice, March 4, 1857.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a

Portaria addressed by the Viseoimt de Sé da Bandeira to the Governors—General
of Mozambique and Angola, stating that the Portuguese Government have
approved the conduct of the Portuguese authorities in Africa in rendering
assistance to Dr. Livingston, and 1 haVe to state to you that Her Majesty’s
Government learn, with much satisfaction, that the authorities in the Portuguese
dominions in Africa have been directed to afford similar assistance to any other
scientific travellers in that part of [the world.

, I am, &c. V
(Signed) _ CLARENDON.

 

No. 437.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard;

Sir, Foreign Oficé, March 6, 1857.

‘WITH reference to former correspondence respecting the prOCeedings of
M. Baptista, the Portuguese Vice-Consul at Baltimore, in the case of the slave-
vessel “ C. F. A. Cole,” I transmit herewith, for your information, and for com-
munication to the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, the accompanying
papers which I have received from Mt. Bartlett, the Acting British Consul at
Baltimore,* containing a report of the trialof M. Baptista and of his clerk
Albert C. Stabell, for having fitted out the “ C. F. A. Cole.” for employment in
the Slave Trade. V , ‘ y ‘ _

You will observe to the 'Marquis de Loulé that, although on account of the
disagreement of the jury, M. Baptiste was not found guilty of the charge in,
question, yet the evidence of his criminality and of his connection With slave—
tradi-ng transactions is so strong that Her‘M-ajesty’s Government canth doubt
that the Government of His Most Faithful 'Majesty will mark'their sense ,of
M. Baptista’s conduct. " . ‘_ . V ' ’

V ‘ Lam, &c.' , ' ‘ '
(Signed) CLARENDON.‘

 

‘ ‘ , No. 438. V , . ,

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarenden.-—(Received March 10.) '

My Ldrd, ' Lisbon, March ,2, 1857.
WITH reference to my des-patehof 'the 5th January IastfiI have the

honoUr of transmitting herewith a translation of a note, and of its inclosure,

‘ " Inclosurej' in No. 693.
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which I have received from the Marquis de Loulé in answer to that which I
addressed to his Excellency 0n the 3rd of that month, in compliance with the

instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 26th December,

1856, on the subject of the loan made by the Board of Guardians of Slaves and

Liberated Negroes at Angola. t0 the Colonial Government, in order to carry out

the expedition to the mines of Eneoge, as well es of the conduct of that Board
in the case of the slave Fabifio.

In the Viscount de 821 da Bandeira’s letter of the 18th ultimo, which forms

theinelosure in the Marquis de Lou1é’s note, his Excellency explains and seeks

to justify the loan in question, on the ground that it was to bear interest, and to

be refunded in two years, subject to the decision of the Home Government, and

states that the case of the slave Fabifio had been before the Colonial Board in

this Capital since the 15th December last for its report, in order to enable His

Most Faithful Majesty’s Government to take a decision respecting it in accord- '

ance with justice. ‘

In the meantime your Lordship will have received, in my despatch of

the 7th January, a copy of the Portaria issued on the 3lst of the previous month

by the Viscount de Sé, relative to the appropriation of the funds admimstered by
the Board of Guardians of Slaves and Liberated Negroes, which I trust will

prevent the recurrence of similar cases.
' I have, 8m.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 438. y

The M'mvjuis de Loule’ to M'r. Howard;

(Translation) Palace, February 25, 1857.

I BROUGHT t0 the knowledge of the Minister of Marine the note which
you were pleased to address to me on the 3rd January last, relating to the
conduct of the Board of Guardians of Slaves and Liberated Negroes established
in the Province of Angola, by virtue of the Decree of the 14th December, 1854,
and. with reference to the loan of a portionof its funds made to the Government
of that province, and also with reference to the circumstances which took place
upon the occasion of the slave Fahifio claiming his liberty. ‘

I have, therefore, the honour to transmit to you a copy of the reply which
that Minister has addressed to me upon this subject, under date of the 18th
instant, and I feel confident that, upon perusal of his Excelleney’s statement,
you will admit that the conduct of the said Board does not deserve censure.

’ ' I renew; 8w. ‘ _
(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE.

 

lnclosure 2 in No. 438.

The Minister of Marine and the Colonies to the Marquis de Loule’;

(Translation) 1 ,' Marine and Colonial Department,
Illustrious and Excellent Sir, February 18, 1857.,

'I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellencyfs
deSpateh dated the 16th January of this year, with which you were pleased to
send. me the translation of the note addressed to you on the 3rd of that month
by Her Britannie Majesty’s Minister at this Court, containing, by order of his
Government, Various observations respecting the conduct of the Board of
Guardians of Slaves and Liberated Negroes at Angola, not only with reference to
the loan of a portion of its funds to the Government of Angola, but also as to
the proceedings of the Board towards a slave of the name of Fabiz'io, who claimed
his liberty ; and in which yeur Excellency calls my attention to they subj ect of
the said note, and requests me to enable you to reply to the said Ministerupo
these points. '

Having therefore examined the subject of the said note,-II find that the
observations laid down by the BritishMinister are reduced to this s that .the
funds lent to the Government of the province ,Were by that act diverted from
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their due application, namely, the improvement of the condition of slaves and
liberated negroes ; and that the interpretation of the law in the case of the
emancipation of the slave Fabifio was erroneous, stating the bearings of the case;
and concluding by a hope that measures may be adopted for preventing a
recurrence of similar proceedings. ’

Notwithstanding that these questions belong exclusively to the internal
administration of the country, and that in consequence I would be entitled to
decline to reply to the claim of the British Government upon this subject; yet as
it is connected with the object Which both Governments take so much to heart,
that of doing away With slavery, and besides, desiring that Her Britannic
Majesty’s Government may see that the Portuguese Government do not neglect
to watch over the execution of the law, especially that which relates to these
important matters, I have the honour to lay before‘your Excellency the following
statement 2—— V V .

That it is true that the loan spoken of was made to the Colonial Govern-
ment of the Province of Angola ; that, however; 'as it was not yet decided by
His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government Whether the fund from Which this
loan was taken should be considered as capital, the returns of which were to be
applied for the benefit of slaves and liberated negl‘oes; the Government consi-
dered that the loan in question, as it was effected, far from injuring only
improved the said capital, by adding to it the interest due upon it, and that,
besides the condition for the payment of the legal rate of interest, there was one
for the refunding 0f the lo‘anwithin the term of two years, one of which is almost
expired, subject, however, to the decision of His Majesty’s Government uponthe
nature of that amount, i.e., whether it is to. be considered as capital, the proceeds
to be applied in favour of slaves and liberated negroes, 01' as an. item of the
receipts to be expended. It is to be remarked that the Boards of Guardians still
retained a sum sufficient to meet for a 10139; time the calls imposed by the Law
of the 14th December, [854,- in favour of slaves and. liberated negroes. .

Lastly, with regard'to the proceedings on the occasion of ,the emancipation
of the slave Fabiao, this question so far merited the attention of His Majesty’s
Government, that since the 15th December,,1856, the .case. has been before the
Colonial Board for its report, in order to enable the Government to take a
decision upon it in accordance With justice. _

This is what I have the honour to state to you Excellency in reply to your
above-mentioned despatch. v ‘ .

God preserve, &c.

(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA.
 

No. 439.

' M9. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.———(Received March 10.) '-

My Lord, , y Lisbon, ~Manh 2, 1857.
INCLOSED I have the honour. of transmitting to your‘Lordship', with

reference to my 'despatch of the ‘26th January last, a translation of a note of the
25th ultimo, and of its inclosure, Which I" have reCeived from the Marquis de
Loulé in .reply to that whiCh I addressed-to his Excellency on the 23rd of'the
former month, in conformity with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s
despatch dated the 16th of the same month, relative to the conveyance ofcertain
Slaves by Countd’A‘rpoar, a Frefich gentleman, fr‘Om Loanda 'to. a southern port
01 Africa on board the Portuguese transport “Espe'rangza.” \ 5

FromyViscdunt de 85 da Bandeira’s letter of the 17th 'ultim‘o,‘ inclos‘ed ‘in
the ‘Marquis‘ de Loulé’s note, your Lordship Will perceive that his Excellency
states that he is unable to enter fully into this subject, as he has 'not yet
received any communication from the Governor-G‘eneral of Angola respecting
it ; but that he explains that Count d’Arpoar, who had left Brazil, where he had
an agricultural establishment, being soli‘citous 0t" Settling 'in the Province of
Angola, the Pertuguese Government, who had rEasOns for knowing that hewas
not an adventurer, had. given him a recommendation to the GoVernor-General
of that pr’ovince'in order that everyifacility might be afforded to him for carrying
out his projects. The Viscount then remarks that it was probably not Only on
account of this recommendatiOn that the Governor-General did not object to
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Count d’Arpoar taking the slaves in question from the northern to the southern

districts of Angola, but because he was convinced that the slaves were not

intended for the Slave Trade, and he did not consider that the transfer involved

an infraction of the Treaty of 1842 with Great Britain, as it was to take place

not to another Portuguese possession, but from one part of the province to

another part of the same province.
His Excellency concludes his' letter by referring to the instructions issued

to the 'Governor-General fully to carry out the letter of Article, V of the above-

mentioned Treaty. The in_structions thus alluded to are those contained in the

Viscount’s Portaria of the 17th ultimo, a translation of Which I had the honour

of forwarding to your Lordship in my despatch pf the 23rd of the same month.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

Inclosure l in No. 439.

 

The Marquis de Loule’ to‘Mr. Howard.

(Translation) . ' Palace, February 25, 1857.

HAVING written officially to the Marine Department, as I informed you

under date of the 3rd instant, with reference to the conveyance of slaves by the

Count d’Arpoar, on board the ship “ Esperanga,” mentioned in your note of the

23rd of January last, I have the honour to transmit, for your information, a

copy of the despatch addressed to vme by that Department on the 17th of this

month. - - e

t From the contents of this despatch you will be made acquainted not only

With what passed in this .city When the Count d’Arpoar proposed removing his

agricultural establishment to Angola, not being able to carry it on in Brazil for

the reasons pointed out in said despatch, bht also With the opinion of His

Majesty’s Government with regard to that establishment; and, further, that

instructions have already been sent to the Governor-General of Angola for

the full execution of Article V of the Treaty concluded in 1842 with Great

Britain. ‘
I renew,&c.

(Signed) MARQUIS. ‘DE LOULE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 439. . . _

The Minister for Marine and the Colonies to the Marquis de Loule’.

(Translation) , Marine and Colonial Department,

Illustrious and Excellent Sir, February 17, 1857.

WITH the despateh which your Excellency was pleased to address to me

on the 3rd instant, was transmitted a translation of the note of the 23rd

January last, which your Excellency received from Her Britannic Majesty’s

Minister, in which, by order of his Government; he represents against the fact

of the Count d’Arpoar, a French subject, having taken with him from Angola,

in the transport, “ Esperanea,” to one of the southern ports ,of Africa, 10 slaves

belonging to himself, and 10 «other slaves Which he said belonged to the

workman smith, whom he had engaged to accompany him; Her Britannic

Majesty’s Government considering this to be an abuse tolerated by the Portu-

guese authorities of Angola Which might lead to the seizure of the “ Esperanea ”

had ‘she been met by a British cruizer. Your Excellency’s requests me to

enable you to reply to the said Minister. ' ,
Being unable to comply fully with your Excellency’s wishes, inasmuch as I

have received no communication upon ' this subject from the Governor-General,

of Angola, it Will be my duty, however, to inform your Excellency of what took

place in this city with reference to the Count derpoar When he purposed going

to Angola in order to settlein that province; and What my view of the trans-

action in question is. ' This individual having left Brazil, where he had an

agricultural establishment, which he was’ obliged to break up owing to the Want

of hands, consequent upOn the measures now'in force in that Empire, Which
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effectually repress the Traffic in Slaves, addressed himself to His Majesty’s
Government, being solicitous of settling in one of the Portuguese Colonies, with
preference in Angola, and requesting that the Government should grant him
land for his establishment. The Portuguese Government, being aware that this
person was not an adventurer, as they knew that he had in the hands of, a
commercial firm of Lisbon a sum of nearly fifteen contos of reis destined for the
establishment which he proposed setting up, did not hesitate to recommend him
to the Governor-General of Angola, in order that he might afford him every
facility for carrying out his agricultural projects; and from the latest accounts
received at this department it appears that the said Count, after having visited
part of the northern districts of Angola, was expected at Huila in Mossamedes:
it is, therefore, to be supposed that having found the northern districts to be
too unhealthy he had determined upon going to Mossamedes, and as a basis for
his establishment in that district had taken with him the said slaves, which the
Governor-General had not objected to, not only owing to the recommendation
of His Majesty’s Government, but also because he felt certain that these slaves
were not intended for the Traffic in Slaves, as they were conveyed in a vessel of
the State, and besides this, because her most likely considered that itwasno
infraction of the Treaty with Great Britain, as they were not conveyed to
another Portuguese possession, but only from one part of the province to
another part of the same province, the bondfidé character of the removal and.
destination being guaranteed by their going in a vessel of the State. , .

The Portuguese Government confiding in the zeal’ disPlayed by; the
Governor—General of Angola in the Suppression of the nefarious Traffic in
Slaves, entertain no doubt but that these were the reasons which induced the
above-mentioned Governor to consent that the Count d’Arpoar should take With
him these slaves for the purpose of commencing his establishment. - , , -

I must inform your Excellency that in conversation with Her BritannicMajesty’s Minister, I stated to him what I have now had the honour of“laying
' before your Excellency in reply to your de'sPatch, and Iikewise that instructions
were furnished to the Governor-General of Angola fully to carry out the' letter
of Article V of the Treaty with Great Britain, in granting passports for theremoval, by sea, of slaves from one part of the province to another part of the
same province. ‘ , '

God preserve, &c.

 

(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA

No. 440. . .
Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon;—(Received March 10.) . '

My Lord, ' Lisbon, MarchB, 1857.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 25th ultimo,yofyour Lordship’s despatch of the 11th of that month, with the instructionscontained in which 1 have not failed to comply. ,

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F, HOWARD.

No. 441. _

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received March 10.)
My Lord, Lisbon, March’3, 1857.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, with reference to my despatchdated the 8th October last, that the master and crew of the condemnedslaver “ General'Pinkney,” and the notorious slave-trader'Benito Derizanz, who 'figured as a passenger on board that vessel, arrived here some time ago fromLoanda on heard the Portuguese man-of-war “ Dem J050,” and are now confined1n the criminal prison of this capital, pending .the result Of their appeal to theCourt of the Relaeao from the sentences to which they were respectivelycondemned by the tribunal at Loanda. ‘ ' v 5 '
I have, 8w. - '

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 442.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clav-entlovz._(Receivecl March 15.)

(Extract) , Lisbon, March 7, 1857.

WITH reference to my despatch of the: 27th August last, and to my
previous correspondence on the subject of the vessel called “Locomotom,” which
was then in the Douro, and was suspected of being destined for the Slave Trade,
I have the honour to state, that information was recently received here that
this vessel, which, after having been embargoed for several months at Oporto,
had at length received permission to sail, had taken in, outside the bar, a French
captain and provisions, with the apparent intention of proceeding to the coast
of Africa; that the French captain was subsequently murdered by the Portuguese
crew, whom it had likewise been intended to replace by another; and that the
vessel had put into Setubal, where the authorities were investigating the '
case.

Under these circumstances I addressed, on the 28th ultimo, t0 the Marquis
de Loulé, the note of Which I have the honour of inelosing a copy, asking for
information as to the real state of the matter, inasmuch as the Slave Trade is
concerned, in Order to my reporting it to your Lordship. ‘

At a meeting which I had yesterday with the Viscount (16 Set da Bandeira, I
pointed out to him how strongly What had taken place confirmed the suspicions
I had formerly communicated to the Portuguese Government respecting the
“ Locomotora,” and I suggested that judicial proceedings should be taken against
her consignee, Senhor Bernardo José Machado,‘ at Oporto, who, it appears, is
the brother of the Machado in the United States, the owner of the American
vessel “Flying Eagle,” the arrival of which at Benguella not long ago gave rise
to such important Slave Trade discoveries.

 

Inclosure in No. 442.

Mr. Howard t0 the Ii/Iarqu-is de Loule’.

Sir, ' Lisbon, February 21, 1857.

YOUR Excellency was so good as to infqrm me in the note which you did
me the honour to address to me on the 23rd of August last, that new orders
had been transmitted by the Minister of Marine to the Intendant of Marine at

Oporto, to watch and prevent the sailing of the schooner “ Locomotomg” Which

I had denounced to your Excellency as "suspected of being destined to be

employed in the Slave Trade.‘
Not long ago I learnt from his Excellency the Viscount de sa da Bandeira,

that His. Most Faithful Majesty’s Government; not considering themselves

authorized to detain the “ Locomotora” any longer, had given permission for
her sailing.

' My attention has now been attracted by an article which appeared yesterday

in one of the journals of this capital, and in which it is stated that the “Loco-
motom” had actually sailed from Oporto ; that outside the bar she had taken in
further provisions, and the French captain, Who it appears had only been tempo-

rarily substituted in command of her, in order to divert the suspicions that

attached to_her in connection with the Slave Trade from the nature of her crew ;

that this individual had subsequently been murdered at sea ; and that the vessel

had finallyput into Setubal, where the authorities are employed in investigating
the case. v v ‘ '

It will be in your Excellency’s recollection that in the letter addressed on

the 20th June last by Mr. Johnston,‘Her Majesty’s Censul, ,to the Intendant of

Marine at Oporto, of which I had the honour of inclosing a copy in my note of

the 23rd of that month to your Excellency, he stated as a ground for suspecting

the “ Locomotom” of being destined for the Slave Trade, that her crew was
composed of men of ditt'erent countries, and that it was with the same crew that

she was intended really to he manned When at sea, although means would he
used. to give her the appearance of sailing'in all respects as the laws of Portugal

require, » , -



PORTUGAL. . 369

Should, therefore, the statement contained in the newspaper article to
which I have referred, that the “Locomotom” had taken on board a foreign
captain outside the bar, prove to be correct, this fact would show the accuracy
of Mr. Johnston’s information, and Would confirm the grounds of his suspicions,
and I beg to submit that it ought not to escape the attention of His Most Faithful
Majesty’s authorities in the investigations which they are said to have set on
foot, and Which I conclude will not be confined to the case of the murder of the
foreign captain, but will be extended so as to discover the connection of the
vessel With the Slave Trade. ‘

Being anxious to acquaint Her Majesty’s Government with the real state of
the matter, as far as the Slave Trade is concerned, I should feel much obliged
by any information which your Excellency may be able to communicate to me
respecting it.

I avail, &c.

 

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

N5. 443.
Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendonr—(Received' March 15.) I

My Lord, . ' Lisbon, March 8, 1857,
I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith a copy of a despatch of, the

24th ultimo7 which I received this day from Mr. Miller, Her Majesty’s Consul
at St. Vincent’s, together with a translation of the copy inclosed to 'me by him,
of a letter addressed on the same day by the Governor—General of the Cape de
Verd Islands to the Minister of Marine and Colonies at Lisbon, stating the
circumstances under Which he had procured the (liberty of the few slaves left by
the cholera. at St. Vincent’s, and pressingia request previously made to, that
Minister to declare as speedily as possible the abolition of slavery, in. the said
island. .

I saw the Viscount de Sé da Bandeira shortly afterWardsv, and- he informed
me that he had already given directions for a Decree to be drawn up, declaring
the extinction of slavery at St. Vincent’s, approving of the proceedings of .the
Governor-General, and praising the conduct of the proprietors mentioned by
the latter as having liberated their slaves. The GOVernor-General’s second
letter had not yet reached his ExeellenCy’s hands When I had my interview
With him. ‘ i ' .

The Viscount de Set is turning in his mind the best means of extinguishing
slavery in some of the other Cape de Verd Islands, a question to which, as your
Lordship Will have perceived from my- despatch of the 27th of October; last, his
attention has some time been directed. ' ' . ' '

I have, &c. - ' ‘ '
(Signed) 'HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

l

Inclosure l ii1 No. 443.

Consule'llei‘ to Mr. I-Iowa'rd.

Sir, ' St. Vincent, Cape de Verde, February 24, 1857. ‘
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from his

Excellency the Governor-General of these islands to the Ministro de Marinha e
Colonies of Portugal. , . V > 7 . ' * a

I feel much pleasure in the act of transmitting this document, and
hopefully trust that the good intentions Contained in it may be realised. . '

His Excellency Major Antonio Maria Barreiros Arrobas has takenadvantag’e
of a propitious moment to do an act which redounds the greatest Credit to him.
Upon his arrival here a few days ago hefound that of the slaves that origi-
nally existed here, the cholera had only left a few, and for these he has obtained
their liberty. ' « a a

The Island of St. Vincent, therefore, at the present moment has not a
single slave in it, and his" Excellency is‘ desirous that henceforth there shall
be none, so that at least one island‘of the group may be exempt for ever from
the curse of slavery.

CLASS B.
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I sincerely hope that it may be in your Excellency’s power to assist in

gaining for this place the honourable distinction Which Senhor Arrobas desires to

obtain for it.
I have, 8:0.

(Signed) THOMAS MILLER.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 443.

The Governor-Gmeml of the Cafe de Verd Islands to the Minister of Marine
and the Colonies.

(Translation) Government Ofiice, Island of St. Vincent,

Illustrious and Excellent Sir, February 24, 1857.

.IN my despatch of the 21st instant, which I had the honour of trans-

. mitting to your Excellency by the steam-packet “ Teutonia,” I informed your

Excellency that on arriving at this island my first care was to learn the number

of slaves still existing, after the invasion of the cholera. ; and that having learnt

that only five individuals Iemained in a state of slavery, I had determined to

free them at my own expense, and that their masters had refused any remune—

ration, and had given them their liberty gratuitously: these slave-owners, who

are worthy of the highest praise for their creditable act, and as an example for

others, are, as I informed your Excellency, the following: Antonio Ignacio

Nobre, who freed two slaves; José Gabriel Cordeiro ; Antonio Joaquim

Martins; and Dona Maria Martins Burnay, all of whom freed their slaves.

All the other slaves either died or were freed by their masters during the preva-

lence of the cholera, by virtue of vows made by the slave-owners in the time of

peril; previous to the epidemic there were 34 slaves.

It has just come to my knowledge that there is another individual in the

Island of St. Vincent, who, having been the slave of a priest in the Island of

St. Antao, was abandoned by his master during the famine, and told by him to

consider himself free, and to look out for his own livelihood; this slave engaged

himself as a free man, to work at the Island of St. Vincent, and, I am told, has

been here for nine months. About a month ago the priest demanded that he

should be given up to him again; As I eonsider the man to be free, by the

declaration of his former master, and owing to his having abandoned him, I

have caused his letters of manumission to be given to him. It" I have done

wrong I am willing to compensate his master, should he be able to prove that

his slave ran away from-him. ‘ ’

In my abovementioned despatch I requested your EXcellency'to be pleased

to submit to His Majesty the urgency of causing slavery to be declared abolished

in this island, thus freeing our laws from a stigma. I will now, in addition to

that despatch, offer some considerations to prove that great inconvenience may

arise through failing to proclaim, without delay, the abolition of slavery in the

Island of St. Vincent. The laws, and the Treaty with England, allow Portu— '

guese settlers changing their residence front the Portuguese State of Guinea to

the Island of St. Vincent, to bring 10 slaves each, and, further, that any‘person

'may, in going from one island to another,jtake with them 2 slaves, bond fide

household,servants, and supposing that'teii settlers should remove their place

of residence to the Island of St. Vincent, and that twenty inhabitants of the

other‘ islands should come to reside temporarily in thisisland, each bringing

with him 2 slaves, bond fide household servants, there may shortly be in the

Island of St. Vincent 140 slaves or more, and things would then return to a

worse state than before. Now the abolition of slavery can be decreed, without

affecting acquired rights in the Island of St. Vincent, inasmuch as at present

there are no slaves here; but should this measure be delayed, the result would

be a loss to the owners of slaves who may arrive subsequently at this island,

or to the Treasury that may have purchased their liberty; and, besides, it would

establish a precedent to the prejudice of any measure to be adopted in another

island, inasmuch as the owners of slaves in the other islands would have a right V

to compensation under the same circumstances, and the slaves alone of the

Archipelago are worth upwards of 400 contos of reis (88,888l.), and the State

has not this sum to give to the slave-owners'. For this reason, and because it is

always urgent to proclaim the emancipation of mankind, I would press upon .
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your Excellency to be pleased to cause, withvas little delay as possible, the
abolition of slavery to be declared in this island; and also to commend the four
siave-owners who have just given their slaves liberty.

God preserve, &c. t '
(Signed) ANTO. MA. BARREIROS ARROBAS.

 

N0. 444.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, March 16, 1857.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 7th instant, I have to acquaint
you that Her Majesty’s Government approve of your having called the atten-
tion of the Marquis de Loulé to the case of the “Locomotom,” and of your
having requested his Excellency'to communicate to you the result of the investi-
gation said to have been set on foot at Setubal, with regard to the murder Which
was committed on board that vessel.

v I am, 3:0,.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 445. ,

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice,~March 16, 1857.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th instant, stating that the
Governor—General of the Cape Verd Islands’having procured the liberation ,
of the few remaining slaves who were in the Island of St. Vincent, and having
recommended the Portuguese Government to abolish, as soon as possible, the
state of slavery in that island, the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira has ' caused a
Decree to be prepared, declaring the extinction of slavery at St. Vincent’s, and
approving the proceedings of the Governor-General, as reported in your
despatch.

I have to instruct you to inform the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs
that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with much satisfaction that the
Portuguese Government are determined to take measures for the abolition of
slavery in the Cape Verd Islands. , -

I am, 8zc. -
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.
 

V No. 446. _
’Mr. Howard to the Earl of Olarendan.~’-—(Received March 24.)

v My Lerd, ‘ Lisbon, March 14, 1857.
I HAVE Communicated to the Viscount de 881 da Bandeira your» Lord-

ship’s despatch of the 4th instant, stating the satisfaction with which Her
Majesty’s Government had learnt that the authorities in the Portuguese domi-
nions in Africa had been directed to afford to any other scientific travellers in that
part of the world assistance similar to that rendered by them to Dr. Livingston.

. I have, 8w.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD,

 

No. 447. .

Mr. Howard to tha Earl of Clarendon.-—-—(Received March 24.) '

My Lord; ' Lisbon, March 14, 1857.
_ INC.LOSED I have-thre honour of transmitting a copy of the note which,
m executlon of the instructinns contained in your Lordship’s despatch dated
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the 6th instant, I addressed on the 13th to the Marquis de Loulé, communicating
the papers received by your Lordship from Mr. Bartlett, Acting British Consul
at Baltimore, relative to the trial of M. Baptiste, the Portuguese Vice-Consul at
Baltimore, and of his clerk, Albert C. Stabell, for having fitted out the
“ C'. F. A. Cole” for the Slave Trade, and stating the reasons for which Her
Majesty’s Government cannot doubt that the Government of His Most Faithful
Majesty will mark their sense of M. Baptista's conduct.

As soon as I shall have an opportunity I Will not fail to speak to the
Marquis de Loulé on the subject. 1 should nhention that subsequently to the
receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 6th January last, transmitting
Mr. Bartlett’s report of the acquittal of M. Baptista, I have 011 more occasions
than one spoken to the Marquis in the sense of the observations conveyed in
your Lordship’s above—named despatch of the 6th instant.

I have learnt from M. Maciel Monteiro, the Brazilian Minister here, that
M. Baptista was recognised and accosted by the Brazilian Consul at New York,
as a certain Florim, a former employé in the Imperial Treasury, who had
absconded from Rio de Janeiro with a large sum of money belonging to the
State. .

Baptiste. pretended not to be the person fqr Whom the Brazilian Consul had
taken him,'but the latter was not shaken in his conviction of Baptista’s identity
With Florim, whom he had known at Rio de Janeiro. M. Monteiro has commu-
nicated this circumstance, by orders of his Government, to the Marquis de Loulé
with a View to Baptista’s dismissal. The Marquis has, on his side, asked for
some documentary evidence of the alleged fact, Whilst M. Monteiro has stated
his opinion that his communication ought to be accepted'as sufficient ground for
M. Baptista’s dismissal. ‘

The Marquis, in conversation With me oh this subject not long ago, said
that if he had any proof of this statement he would dismiss M. Baptista at once,
Without awaiting the result of the examination by the Attorney-General of the
papers relating to him.

I have, 85c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure in No. 4147.

, ‘Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Sir, Lisbon, March 13, 1857.

WITH reference to my notes of the 24th August and 3rd October last,
and to my various conversations With your Excellency respecting the proceedings
of M. Baptista, the Portuguese Viee-Consul at Baltimore, in the case of the
slave-vessel “ C. F. A. Cole,” I have the honour, in compliance With the instruc-
tions of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to
communicate herewith to your Excellency the accompanying papers, Which the
Earl of Clarendonhas received from the Acting British Consul at Baltimore,
containing a report of the trial of M. Baptista, and of his clerk, Albert C. Stabell,
for having fitted out the “ C. F. A. Cole ” for employment in the Slave Trade.

In making this communication, I am instructed by the Earlof Clarendon
to observe to your Excellency, that although, on aceeunt of the disagreement of
the jury, M. Baptista was not found guilty of the charge in question, yet the
evidence of his criminality, and of his connection withslave-tradiug transactions,
‘is so strong that Her Majesty’s Government cannot doubt that the Government
of His Most Faithful Majesty will mark their sense of M. Baptista’s conduct.

I avail, &e.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

N0. 448.

Mr. Howard t0 the Earl of Olarendon.—-—(Received March 24.)

My Lord, Lisbon, March 14, 1857.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 8th instant, I have the honour

to transmit herewith a translation of a Portaria issued on «the 10th instant
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by the Viscount Sé da Bandeira, and published in the “ Diario do Governo ” of
the 11th, prohibiting the deiivery of passports for the conveyance of slavesto' '
St. Vincent’s from the other islands or from the continent of Guinea, thus
abolishing de facto, as it is obseryed, {the condition of slavery in that island,
until such time as it shall be abolished de jure by legislative enactment.

The Portaria likewise contains the King’s approbation of the conduct of the
Governor-General, as well as of the inhabitants of St. Vincent’s who had
liberated their slaves. ‘

The Viscount de 851 mentioned to me yesterday that he intended presenting
a Project of Law to the Cortes, providing for the legal abolition of slavery at
St. Vincent’s, and in such other of the Cape de Verde Islands as might be in
similar circumstances.’ '

- ' I have, &c. -
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. A

 

‘Inclosure in No. 448.

Portaria. -
(Translation) ‘

WHEREAS a Portaria, under date of the 20th October last, having bEen
issued to the Governor-General of the Cape de Verde Islands, instructing him,
with reference to the peculiar circumstances of those islands, to state When it
would be possible to proclaim the abolitiou of slavery in one Or more of those
islands ; and the said Governor-General having, in a despatch dated 21st February
last, stated that there were no slaves in the Island of St. Vincent, inasmuch as
those who had escaped the cholera had been liberated by their masters, With the
exception of 5, who, at the instance of the Governor had been just liberated by
their masters; and the said island being thus, de factb, without slaves; His
Majesty the King has been pleased to direct that instructions be sent through the
Marine and Colonial Department to . the above-mentioned Governor-General, to
issue the proper orders to the effect that n0'passp01'ts be granted for the convey-
ance of slaves from the other islands, or fiom the continent of Guinea, to the
Island of St. Vincent, revoking so far the Portaria of the 2lst February, 1851,
and thusabolishing, de facto, the condition of slavery in that island, until such
time as it shall be abolished, de ‘jure, by legislation. His Majesty further
commands it to be stated that the conduct of the Governor-General in. carrying
out the Royal intentions has merited his Royal approbation, as also the humane
and disinterested conduct of the inhabitants of the Island of St. Vincent who
owned slaves. ' L v

Palace, March 10, A1857. ‘
(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA.

 

. 'No. 449.

MfiHoward to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Recez'vad March 24.)

My Lord, . Lisbon, March 14, 1857.1
I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith a translation of a note of

the 9th instant which lhave received from the Marquis de Louvl'é, communicating
to me, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, with reference to his
previous note of the 25th ultimo, a copy of the Portaria addressed on the 17th
of the latter month by Viscount de 823. da Bandeira to the Governors-General 'of
Angola and of Mozambique, and to the Governor of St. Themes and Prince,
directing that the conveyance of slaves from. one part to another part of the ‘
same province should only be permitted in strict 'accordanCe with Article V‘ of
the Treaty of July 3, 1842, for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. ' Transla-
tions of the Marquis’ note of the 25th February, and of the Portaria of the '17th v
of that month, were respectively forwarded to your Lordship in > my‘ despatches
of the 2nd March and of the 23rd February; " ‘ ‘ ' ,

I likewise beg to inclose a copy of the note of the 12th instant, by which I
acknowledged thereceipt of his Excellency’s communication of the'9th. ’ ’
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Copies of my notes of the 24th August and 3rd October last, therein alluded

to, accompanied my despatches of the 28th of the former, and of the 5th of the

latter month, respectively.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in‘No. 449.

The Marquis de Loule’ to Mr. 'Howard.

(Translation) Palace, March 9, 1857.

WITH reference to the latter part of the despatch of the Minister of
Marine, a copy of which I had the honour to transmit to you on the 25th ultimo,

it; is now my duty to send to you, for your information and that of your
Government, the inclosed translation of a Portaria, marked Circular, which was

addressed by the above Department, under date of the 17th of February last, to

the Governors-General of Angola and of Mozambique, and to the Governor of

the Province of St. Thomas and Prince, to the efl'ect that the conveyance of

slaves from one part to another part of the same province be only permitted in
strict accordancelwith Article V of the Treaty (pf the 3rd of July, 1842, for the
entire abolition of the Slave Trade.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 449.

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de Loule’.

Lisbon, March 13, 1857.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which your

Excellency was so good as to address to me oh the 9th instant, inclosing to me

a translation of the circular Portaria, issued on the 17th of February last by his
Excellency the Minister of Marine, to the Governors-General of Angola and

Mozambique, and to the Governor of the Province of St. Thomas and Prince,

directing that the transport of slaves from one point to the other of the same

province should only be permitted in strict conformity with Article V of the
Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, for the suppreesion of the Slave Trade.

In reply, I beg to acquaint your Excellency that I had already forwarded,
on the 23rd of February last, to Her Majesty’e Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, a translation of that Portaria, as published in the “ Diario do
Governo” of the 21st of that month, which‘ I am convinced will have caused
great satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Government, but that I will not fail to
transmit to the Earl of Clarendon a copy of your Excellency’s note.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

Sir,

No. 450.

Mr. Howard toythe Earl qf Clarendon,—(Received March‘24.)

My Lord, 7 Ixiebon, March 17, 1857.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 5th of October last, transmitting

a copy of a note which I wrote on the 3rd of that month to the Marquis de-
Loulé, concerning the horrible fate of the liberated ‘negroes Who were landed
at Whydah, on the coast of Africa, from the Portuguese vessel “ General Rego,”
I haye the honour of forwarding herewith a translation of a note of the
14th Histant, which I have this day received fiom his Excellency in reply, and,
of Its inclosure, being a translation of a circular addressed by him on the 13th
instant to the Portuguese Consuls in Brazil upon that subject.

In the circular the Marquis de Loulé states that His Majesty the King
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directs that the Portuguese Consuls, and the Vice-Consuls saborciinate to them,
should only deliver passports to liberated negroes proceedlng 1.“. Portugueee
vessels to Africa, when ports wherethere are .Europea'n authorltles are their
destination; and should exercise the greatest Vigilance 1h order to Prevent the
laws for the suppression of the Slave Trade, as concerning the equipment and
victualling of vessels, from being evaded. .

, I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclesure l in No. 450.

The Marguz's de Loule’ to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) Palace, March 14, 1857.
WITH reference to the note Which yOu were pleased to addreSS to me,

under date of the 3rd of October of last year, relating to the inhuman conduct
of various captains of Portuguese vessels, who, having left the ports of Brazil
conveying as passengers to their native land some liberated Africans, had obliged
them to land at different places from those agreed upon, the result of which was
that some forty of these liberated negroes, who were forcibly landed at Ajuda,
fell into the power of the King of Dahomey, Who causedthe adults to be killed
and reduced the children to slavery, I have the honour to place in your hands,
for your information and that of your Government, a translatidn of the circular
whihh, under yesterday’s date, I caused to be issued on this subject to the
Portuguese Consular Agents in the Brazilian Empire. ' , '

' I renew, &c.
' (Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE.

 

Inclosure 2 in NO. 450;

Circular addressed to Portuguese Consuls in Brazil.

Secretary of State’s Oflt'ce for Foreign Afiairs,
(Translation.) March 13, 1857. '

WHEREAS it is indispensable to put a stop to the inhuman conduct of
certain captains of Portuguese vessels who, having left the ports of Brazil
conveying as passengers to their native land some liberated Africans, had obliged
them to land at different places from those agreed upon, the reSult of such'a
practice being, as it appears, from the representatigns of Her Britannic Majesty’s
Minister at this Court, that some forty 9f these liberated negroes, whowere
forcibly landed at Ajuda, had 'fallen into the power of the King of Dahomey,
who caused the adults to be put to death, and reduced the children to slavery;
His Majesty the) King commands that you, and the Vice-Consuls under your
orders, shall not furnish passPorts to liberated negroes going to Africa. in Portu-
guese vessels, excepting for such ports as have European authorities established
in them. And Whereas some vessels thus engaged had on board an excess of
provisions, and equipment of doubtfiilapplication,His Majesty further, commands
that .you, and the above-mentioned Viee-COnsuls, shall employ the greatest
vigilance iii order to prevent, under such pretext, any infraction of the laws for
repressing the Traflic in Slaves ; or that, even when such equipment is made in
good faith, these vessels may not be exposed to legal detention owing to the
equipment bearing indications of the Slave Trade, as set forth in the Slave Trade
Treaty with Great Britain.

God preserve, &c. ' _
(Signed) MARQUIS DE LOULE.
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No. 451.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——‘(Received March 24.)

My Lord, Lisbon, March 18, 1857.

THE Viscount de S5, da Bandeira presented to the Chamber of Deputies

on the 16th instant the Project of Law, concerning which he had spoken to

me as reported in my despatch of the 14th instant, prohibiting the importa-

tion of slaves, under any denomination, into the Island of St. Vincent, and

abolishing slavery there for ever, moreover authorizing the Government to

extend this provision to any other islands or territories to Which, under identie

circumstances, it may be applicable, and repealing contrary legislation.
I have, 810.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 
 

No. 452.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard;

'Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 30, 1857.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 17th instant, inclosing a copy
of a note from the Marquis de Loulé, communicating a copy of a circular

addressed by his Excellency to the Portuguese Consuls in Brazil, with a view

to prevent the recurrence of inhuman conduct on the part of masters of Portu-
guese vesselesimilar to that which took place last year in the case of the

“ General Rego,” the master of which vessel compelled some liberated Africans
whom he had brought as passengers from Brazil to land at a part of the coast

of Africa Where they fell into the power of the King of Dahomey, Who put some
of them to death and reduced others to slavery; and I have to instruct you to
convey to the Marquis de Loulé the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for
his obliging communication.

I am, _&c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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_ No.45?» j V ;

‘ Consul Miller to the Eatl of Clarendon—(Rece'ived August 11.) "

(Extract) St. Vincent, Cape Verde, July 26, 1856.

I BEG to inclose copy of a correspondence between the Military Commandant
of this island and myself, relative to the American brigantine “ N. Hand,”
Stevensen master, and owned by George W. Resevett.

This vessel arrived here on theyllth instant from New York, bringing a
quantity of food, sent ,to be gratuitously distributed to the poor inhabitants of
these islands. ‘ ' ‘ . , V I

At the time of entering this vessel at the Custom-house, it was declared
that she would proceed to the neighbouring Island of St. Jago, and from thence
to the West Indies. ‘ a ' ' . , V

In consequence of certain expressions used byvthe master, and'which were
repeated to me, I considered it my duty to direct the attention’of the lauthm‘ities
of this place to the suspicious nathre of the circumstances connected with'this
vessel. The said master of her bad openly declared that he: had manacles
concealed on board ; that the declaratien concerning the vessel’s, destination was
a false one, as it Was not their intention to tench at the Islandof St. Jago, or to
proceed to the West Indies ; that there was all the water on board for the slave
voyage. . , ,

The result of my communication , to the Military Cemmandant was the
official letter, of which I transmit herewith a translation, wherein that authority
states, that after searching the vessel thecargo found on board, was in conformity
With the manifest signed and sealed by the,Consul-Genelfal of Portugal at New
York, and that the crew of the said vessel were all American Citizens except-
1n one. x
g Notwithstanding, no doubt exists in my mind that this vessel is engaged in

a slave-trading voyage. She has fifty-six pipes of water on board. Her crew,
With the exception of two persons, do not speak the English language. There
is a Portuguese supercargo on board, and the vessel is evidently a very swift sailer ;
and further, she has a very large quantity‘of provisions besides those intended
for the islands (taking for granted that the assertion of the master, “that she
was not going to St.. Jago,” is true), proper for feeding negroes. ‘ L

I am informed that another vessel, expected shortly to bring a. further
quantity of food as a donation for the distressed' inhabitants of these islands, is
intended for a similar expedition in the Slave Trade._ ' ' V ' :

Unfortunately the circumstances concerning the ‘FN. Hand” only eame-to
my knowledge a few hours after the departure from this port of Her Majesty’s
ship “ Merlin,” which vessel sailed from hence on‘ the 18th'instant ; and therefore
that opportunity was lost of sending on the information to Her Majesty’s
cruizers on the coast of Africa. ' V ' '

 

Inclosure 1 in Not 453

Consul Miller to the Military Commandant of St. Vincent.

Sir, St. Vincent, Cape Verds, July 18, 1856.

I HAVE just received such information relative to the American briguntine
“N. Hand,” at the present time anchored at this port, as creates a strong

CLASS B.
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suspicion that she is about to proceed from hence on a Voyage in the Slave
Trade. ‘ I

It is stated to me that the master of the said brigantine, whilst under the
influence of intoxicating liquor, boasted that ‘5‘ he had manacles concealed on
board, where he only could find them. That the vessel was not going to the
Island of St. Jago to discharge the rest of the cargo, nor afterwards to the West
Indies, as had been declared upon entry at the. custom-house. That she had
all the water necessary for the slave-voyage on board. That the only persons
who could speak English on “board were himself and steward.”

As the Vessel actually has on board a much larger quantity of water than her
crew could possibly require, and as I am infmmed that the crew are Spanish, the
supercargo is a Portuguese, and the captain the only American on board, these
cirCumstances tend to strengthen the suspicions excited by the expressions of
the captain, and I consider it my duty to convey the foregoing information to
you, that the necessary measures may be adopted to discover the truth in this
case.

I have, &c. .
(Signed) THOMAS MILLER.

 

' Inclosure 2 in No. 453.

The Military Commandant of St. Vincent to Consul Miller.

" Quartel do Commandante Militar,
(TranslationJ July 20, 1856. ’

AT 6 o’Clock ‘in the evening. of the 18th instant I received your oflicial
letter dated on that day, relative to the American brigantine “N. Hand,” at‘
present at anchor in this port. .

In reply, I have to state that, in consequence ofits contents, the competent
authorities of this island proceeded to make an examination on board the said
brigantine; and the result was, that they found that the cargo which remained
on- board, together with: that Which had been disembarked into the custom-house,
agreed with the manifest sealed and signed by the Portuguese Consul at New
York. . , v

Ihave also to rinform‘you that the Vice-Consul for the United States of
America has declared that the crew of the said bfigantine were all American
citizens, With the» exception of one. ,

God preserve, 8m. '
(Signed) JOSE PAULO MACHADO.

 

No. 454.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Miller.

Sir, . Fereign Oflice, February 4, 1857.
. WITH referenCe to your de'spateh of the 26th of July last, I inclose,

for your information, a copy of a despatch which I have received from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Loandafi‘e by which you will perceivethat there. is
little doubt but that the suspicions Which you entertained with regard to the
American vessel “ N. Hand ” being about to’ engage in the Slave Trade were well
founded. ‘ .

,And I» have to instruct you to communicate to the Portuguese Com-
mandant of St. Vincent the information contained in the inelosed despatch from
the Loanda CommiSsi'oners. ' '

I'am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. 4" Class A, No. 98.
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No. 455.

Consul Smith to the Earl of Clarendon—(Recetued October 24.) .'

My Lord, ' Lisbon, October 18, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to inclOse for your Lordship’s information, a transla-
tion of a Decree, dated 27th of September ultimo, prohibiting factories from
being established on any part of the coast of the Province of Angola, Where no
public administrative authority resides, without the previous sanction of the
Governor-General of the province; and ordering that the proprietors of those
already in existence shall, within sixty days after the puhIiCation of the Decree,
petition the Governor-General for his authorization to allow such factories to
continue, in Which no slaves, even those liberated, will however be permitted
unless duly registered; in default of Which all such slaves shall be liberated, and
placed at the disposal of the respective Protective Board; and that all factories
established without such authorization are to be destroyed; and renews the
ancient law against keeping slaves chained, manacled, handcuffed, &c., imposing
a fine 0f 20 milreis (41. 10.9.) or thirty days’ imprisonment on the transgresso'rs,
for each slave so found in irons, and if feund in a factory’on the sea-coaSt, where
no public authority exists, such slaves shall be deemed as intended for ex‘po'i‘ta—
tion, and immediately set at liberty, the owners incurring the loss of them and
other penalties, should any attempt be‘made to export them. ' '

I have, &c. '
(Signed) WM. SMITH.

 

Inclosure in No. 455.

' Decree.
(Translation.)

WHEREAS the Governor—General of the Province of Angola having
represented to me the necessity of a legislative measure which, regulating the
[right of establishing factories on the coast of that province for the use of lawful
commerce, would prevent speculations in the Slave Trade, sometimes made by
means of said factories, in conformity to the ‘ opinion of the Colonial Board
(“ Conselho U1tramarin0”)e1nitted in its report of the 2nd instant; having
heard the Ministers in Council, and exercising the power conferred by Article 15
of the Additional Act‘ to the Constitutional Charter of the Monarchy, I am pleased
to decree in.‘ the following manner the approval of the Governor-General of the
Province of Angola’s Order (“ Portaria ”) of the 28th of January last, and
published in the supplement to No. 539 of the official “ Boletim : ”—-

Article 1. From henceforward no one is allowed to establish a factory on
any point of the coast of the Province of Angola where no public administrative
authority exists, Without the previous consent of the Governor-General of the
province. The demand for this concession shall be made by means of a petition

‘ declaring the purpose the said factory is intended for., The Governor. may at
pleasure require 01' not a security for the contraventions against the laws repres-
s1ve of the Slave Trade which may be committed or abetted by the owners of
such factories. ”
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Art. 2. The owners of the factories already existing in said place are
obliged, Within the term of sixty days from the publication of the present Decree
in the official “ Boletim ” of the province, to petition the GovernorGeneral in
order to be authorised to continue‘them. V

Art. 3. In conformity with Articles 1 and 4 of the Decree of the 14th
December, 1854, no slaves or liberated slaves can be permitted in said, factories
without having been registered. The document, to prove the compliance with
this legal precepty shall be the certificate of registration. The omission of
presenting said document to the authorities who may be charged with superin-
tending the execution of the provisions of the present Decree, shall authorize
the apprehension of the slaves, and liberated slaves, who shall all be considered
of the latter description, and shall remain at the disposal of the respective Protec-
tive Board (“ Junta Protectora ”), should the owners not prove within sixty days
their having registered them previous to the apprehension. The omission of
presenting to said authorities the Governor-General’s license for establishing
the factory, will havethe' effect of causing said factory to be destroyed.

Art.'4. The ancient prohibition of keeping slaves chained, or in any other
manner in irons, manacled, or handcuffed, &c., is hereby renewed. ,

§ 1. The transgressors of this determination shall incur a fine of 20 mih'eis,
or thirty days" imprisonment, for each slave that may have been kept in irons.
Should the slaves found in irons be in a factory On the sea—coast Where no public
authority exists, they shall, under such circumstance, be considered as destined
for exportation; their owners incurring the 108 ' Of them besides otherlegal penal-
ties, in the event that an attempt at exporting said slaves should be proved.

§ 2. Slaves are not comprehended in the provisions of the present Article,
Who, though not in durance, are nevertheless, by order of their masters suffering
punishments permitted by the police regulations.

.Art. 5. Any slave who shall give information that others are kept in irons
on any part of the coast, shall, on the truth being ascertained, be ransomed
at the expense of the State, according to the mode established by the Decree of
the 14th ofDecember, 1854. If, however, the slave should belong to the same
owner to whom those kept in irons belong. his freedom shall be granted to him
Without any indemnity being given to the said oWner. ' ,

Art. 6. A11 legislation to the contrary is hereby revoked.
The Viscount Sa da Bandeira, Peer of the realm, Minister and Secretary of

State for Navalhand Colonial Affairs, so to understand it, and have it carried
into execution.

Palaee, September 27, 1856.
‘ (Signed) KING.

(Countersigned) VISCOUNT SA DA BANDEIRA.
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, No. 456.“

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir J. Hudson.

Sir, Foreign Ofli'ee, June 24, 1856

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information,a copy of a note from the
Marquis d’Azeglio, the Sardinian Minister at this Court, requesting compensa-
tion for the owners of the Sardinian barque“ Sansone,” Which was detained,in
April 1845, by Her Majesty’s sloop “Cygnet,”, on a charge of being equipped
for the Slave Trade; and I also inclose a copy ofthe answer which I have 1etu1ned'
to the Sardiiiian Minister’s note.

- I am, &c.
., (Signed) CLARENDON.
 

Inclosure l in No. 456.

The Marquis d'Azeglio to the Earl 11f Clarendon.

M. 1e Comte, ’6 , 23, Park Lane, Lendres, le 17 Avril,1856.-
EN répOnse‘a une note que j’a‘i e11 l’honneur d’adresser‘ a votre Exoell'ence‘

e11 date du 14 Février, 1855, relativement au “ Sansone,” navire Sarde qui avait
été capture par le sloop de guerre Angla‘is “Cygnet,” elle m’informa que le
Représentant de Sa Majesté Britannique £1 Turin avait été chargé d’adresser
an office a ce sujet au Ministre des Afi'aires Etrangéres. ' ’

Sir James Hudson demanda 51 la méme époque au Ministére é Turinune
copie authentique de toutes les pieces relatives 21 ce procé's. Le silenCe qui-
suivit cette démarche fit suppose1 au Gouvemement duRoi q11’u11 arrangemeht
avait eu lieu entre lesparties.

Mais les intéressées viennent de l’informer que la question e11 est encore
aujour ’hui au point 011 elle se trouvait alors. et demandent avec instance
qu’une nouvelle démarche soit fait auprés du GouVern‘ement de Sa Majesté
Britannique pour amener 1a solution de cette afi'aire‘

J’ai, par consequent, l’honneu‘r de prier vetre EXcellence de vouloir bien
transmettre des instructions au Ministre d’Angleterre é. Turin pour que cette 1 7
question soit résolue, et j’espére que cette solution sera conforme au désir des
réclamants, fournissant une nouvelle preuve de l’impartialité qui dicte les arréts de
es pays—ci en protégeant 1e commerce étranger. _ 1

Je ne doute pas que votre Excelience 11e veuille dunner au Gouvernement
du Roi cette nouvelle preuve de ses sentiments de justice at de bienve‘illance, et je»
1a. prie d’agréer, 8m.

(Signé) V. E. D’AZEG‘LIO’.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 456.

Tkeanrl 0f Clarendon to the Marquis d’Azeglioa

Foreign Ofice, June 21 1856.
THE Undeisigned, &c., has the bottom to acquaint the Marquis d’Azeglio,

61c.,tha-t Her MaJesty’5 Government have caiefully considered the application
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contained in the note which the Marquis d’Azeglio addressed to the Undersigned

on the 17th April last, requesting compensation for the owners of the Sardinian

barque “ Sansone,” Which Was detained in April 1845, by Her Majesty’s sloop

“ Cygnet,” on a charge ofbeing equipped for the Slave Trade. '

Her Majesty’s Government have been 'surprized to find that the parties

interested in this case have again brought forward a claim to compensation, since

Her Majesty’s Government were of opinion that the Sardinian Government, no

less than that of Her Majesty, had come to the conclusion that. the case had

finally been disposed of by the correspondence which took place in December

1845 between Her Majesty’s Minister at Turin and Count Solar de Marguerite,

at that time the Sardinian Minister for Foreign Affairs.
For, on reference to the facts of the case, it appears that- theAdmiralty

Court of Genoa declared on the 12th November, 1845, that the master and

owner of the “ Sansone ” had no claim to be indemnified for her capture, inas-

much as she had on board sundry articles of equipment prohibited by Treaty,

and such as to establish a primd facie case against her as being designed for the

Slave Trade; those articles being seven boilers, extra bulk-heads, a. pair of

handcuffs, and an iron for branding slaves. . ~

The Court, however, decreed‘ that the vessel should be restored without

payment Of the costs of the captor, who, although admitted to be justified in_

seizing the vesse1,1was not considered entitled to recover his costs frOm the

parties interested in the vessel. . V

Count Solar de Marguerite on being applied to by the master and owner of
the “ Sansone,” to obtain for them compensation for the capture of their vessel,
refused to interfere in their behalf, and acquainted Her Majesty’s Minister that
he had decided to abstain from giving any qificial support to the action for
damages Which the parties Wished to bring against the captors ; whereupon Her
Majesty’s Government considered that they had no longer any occasion to resort
to further legal measures in behalf of the captors, whose expenses they had
defrayed, and dispensed with the further services of their legal adviser at
Genoa. '

The Undersigned feels‘convinced that the Sardinian Government of the
present day Will not desire to depart from the decision on this case, communi-
cated to Her Majesty’s Minister on the 6th December, 1845, by the Count Solar
de Marguerite. ‘ - - '

The terms "of Article VII of the Treaty between England and France of
the 22nd March, 1833, to Which Sardinia became a party by the Treaty with
Great Britain of the 8th August, 1834, ‘are explicit, and effectually preclude all
claims 'of Compensation for vessels which, although released on trial, should
beprOved to have rendered themSel'ves justly liable to suspicion by having on
board certain prohibited articles ; and the Supplementary Decree pronounced by
the Admiralty Court of, Genoa on the 31st July, 1850, though not communi-
cated“ to Her _Majesty’s Government until February 1855, is manifestly at
variance with that Aiticle. ‘ - ' . V '

' 'Her Majesty’s GOVernmen’t, after all that has passed in this matter, cannot
a(hnit the claimgof the owners ‘of the "‘ Sansqne,” and in communicating this
decision to the Marquisd’Azeglio, the Undersigned, 8w, - ’

‘ ' ‘ (Signed) ‘ CLARENDON;
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No. 457.‘

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign O_fice, April 8, 1856.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 9th of Januaryfi“

inclusing a copy of a note from General Zavala, respecting the frauds by WhiQh
the so-called emancipados in Cuba. have been wrongfully deprived ’ Qf their
liberty, I transmit, herewith, a copy of a despatch on that subject ‘from
Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul~General at Havana ;1' and I have to observe,
that Her Majesty’s Government agree with Mr. Crawford; in admitting that
there may have existed some difficulty in watching over the fate of the emancig
ados in past years; but in making this admission Her Majesty’s Government

are entitled to'ex ect that the Spanish authorities in Cuba will takercare that
the same laxity shall not in future give rise to the recurrence of similar abuses
in the treatment of the emancipados. ‘ '

I am, &c. V
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 458.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, . _ Foreign 017%, April 8, 1856. V
WITH reference to your Lordship’s'despatch 0f the 22nd ofJanuary’lastJ ‘

I inclose herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul—General
in Cuba,§ containing some observations upon the note addressed to you by
General Zavala, on the 19th of January, in which his Excellency compared the
introduction 0f Bozal negroes into Cuba, to the clandestine itnpgrtation of
merchandise Which takes place on the coasts of allrmyaritime States; and, I have
to instruct your Lordship to communicate to the Spanish Minister for Foreign
Affairs the substance of Mr. Crawford’s observations up‘c’m that subject.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 459.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lard Howden.

My Lord, 1 Foreign OfiCe, April 8, 1856.
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch, with its

inclosures, which I have reqeived from Mr. Crawford; 850.," reporting the circum-
stances attending the landing of a pargo of Bozal negroes at Sierra, Morena on
the 14th of February last. » - y Y t 7' V

And I have to instruct you to communicate toythe Spanish Government the
information contained in the inclosed papers. , , ,

 

I am, &c. ‘ ,
(Signed) CLARENDON: '

* Class B, presented 1- 856, No. 312. , 1‘ No. 507.’
:1: Class B, presented 1856, No; 315. §‘ No. 508. [I No. 509.
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No. 460.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiice, April 8, 1856.

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch, dated the

2nd ultimo, which I have received from Mr. Crawford; &c.,* stating that he had

received information that two cargoes of slaves, consigned to Don José Frezneda,

were shortly expected to arrive on the coast of that island; and that a cargo of

upwards of 350 Afi'icans, belonging to the same individual, was landed at Pinar
del Rio in January last.
 

No. 461.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

(Extract) Foreign Ofice, April 15, 1856.

WITH reference to my two despatches of the 8th instant, inclosing copies

of two despatches from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, reporting. that

in Jannary last, at Pinar del Rio, and on‘ the l'4t:h of February, at Sierra Morena,

two large cargoes of Africans were landed, I have to instruct your Lordship

to point out to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs that, if the Spanish
Government would order the dismissal of the Governor and Alcaldes, and all

oflicers of any district in Cuba in which slaves have been landed, it is probable

that such a measure would put an end to the offence.

 

No. 462.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received April 19.)

My Lord, Madrid, April 7, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a note I addressed

to Her Catholic Majesty’s Minister for Foreigu Afi'airs,'with the circumstantial

account With which your Lordship furnished me of the entry of Bozal negroes
into Cuba in the year 1855.

I I also annex translation of the» answer I received, in which your Lordship

will remark that the Spanish Government do Irot state with the same somewhat

singular confidence with which General Zavala asserted the fact a short time
ago, that the Slave Trade no longer exists.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWDEN.
 

Inclosure I in No. 462.

Lord Howden to Geneml Zavala.

Sir, ' ‘ Madrid, March 30, 1856
I HAVE received instructions from the Earl of Clarendon, Her Britannic

Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; to state to your Excellency his
deep regret that, Whether reports on the subject from the Island of Cuba may or
may not have been sent to the metropolis, or have reached your Excellency’s
hands, the Slave Trade has been carried on lately in the above island, with‘even
more than its customary activity; and I have the honour to transmit herewith
to your Excellency a statement of slaves landed and captured during the year
1855, showing the lamentable discrepancy of 4,806 in the first column, and-l25 '
in the second. ‘

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HOWDEN.
 

"j . * I * No.510.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 462.

General Zavala to Lord Howden. .
(Translation) ‘
Most Excellent Sir, Madrid, March 31: 1856. ‘

IVHAVE received the courteous note of the 30th instant, wherewith yotn‘
Excellency has transmitted to me a detailed statement (of the negroes who,
according to the information which has been given to the British Government,
were landed, in 1855, at various places in Cuba. In order to ascertain whether
this information tallies with that which the authorities of the aforesaid island
must possess on the subject, I have transmitted to the Colonial Office a copy of'
the ahove~mentioned document. As soon as I am furnished by that office with
the necessary data, I Will give a definitive reply to your Excellency.

In the meantime, I have to assure your Excellency that the Government. of
Her Majesty the Queen, my Sovereign, is taking, and will continue to take,
every measure conducive to the complete extinction of the Slave Trade. 1 And
if this Trade, as your Excellency affirms, is still“ carried On with even more than
its customary activity, let the blame he atttributed to the great energy of private
interest, which resists and struggles against the united efforts of England and
Spain, and Which may occasionally bafiiethe vigilance of the authorities of Cuba,
as well as that of the English cruizers. However, the complete extinction of the
Slave Trade is not to be despaired of : this object, which the direct means
hitherto employed have not been able to accomplish, will perhaps be fully
attained if we succeed in transmrtiug to Cuba the free colonists who are
necessary for its cultivation. ' ' °

I avail, &c. '
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 463.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Reéeived April 19.)

(Extract) Madrid, April 8, [856.
I REGRET to inform your Lordship that I learn frotn' various most

respectable persons, having ample opportunities of knowing what is going on in
Cuba, that the Slave Trade is going on at this moment, in the above island, with
renewed, and even with unwonted, activity. The Government of Her Catholic
Majesty maintains the contrary. In an inclosure which I lately sent to your
Lordship, General Zavala says “ the trade is extinguished.” Whether his Excel-
lency really believes the case to be so or not, it is evident that there is little
chance of improvement in the present state of things; but it is my duty to
give your Lordship information coming from the best sources.

 

No. 464. . _ ‘

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received May 12.) ' ‘ _

My Lord, Madrid, April 26, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship translation

of a note Which has been addressed to me by Field-Marshal O’Donnell,
stating that Her Catholic Majesty has been graciously pleased to confirm the
appointment of Don Cristobal Valdes y Bavent,- provisionally named by the‘
Captain-General of Cuba to the post of Secretary to the Mixed CommissiOn
Court of the Havana, that gentleman having been heretofore Second Secre-
tary to the same tribunal, and’Sefior Don José Antonio Valdes, who has held
the appointment until now, having accepted the Professorship of' Canonical
Institution‘s. '

‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWDEN.
 

CLASS B.
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Inelosure in No. 464.

General O’Donnell to Lord Howden.

(Translation)
Most Excellent Sir, Madrid, April 24, 1856.

ACCEDING to the proposal made by the Captain-General, of the Island of
Cuba, and taking into consideration the circumstances of honesty and ability
possessed by Don Cristobal Valdes y Bavent, a. lawyer of the Court of Justice of
the Havana, and formerly Second Secretary to the Mixed Court of Justice esta-
hliehed in the aforesaid city for the suppression of Slave Trade, Her Majesty the
Queen my Sovereign has been pleased to approve the appointment temporarily
made by the Captain-General, and to entwist to the above-mentioned Sefior
Valdes y' Bavent the post of Secretary to the aforesaid Mixed Court, which had
been left vacant in consequence of Don José Antonio Valdes who held it having

. been appointed Professor of Canonical Institutions. -
On bringing the above to your Excelleney’s knowledge, I have, 810.

(Signed) , LEOPOLDO O’DONNELL.

 

No. 465.

Lord How'den to the Earl of Clarendon.—-¥(Received May 12.)

My Lord, Madrid, May 5, 1856.

V I HAVE the satisfaction to state to your“ Lordship that the Brazilian.
Charge d’Aflhires, Senhor Varnhagen, communicated to me a despatch from his
Government, touching some Spaniards and North Americans supposed to be
concerned in the Slave Trade, Which communication he read to me for the
purpose of concerting some measures to be taken for their apprehension, and I
conceive it to be my duty to inform my Government that nothing could be
more honest or more actively zealous for the suppressionyof the Traflic than the
expressions and instructions of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs in the
above-mentioned despatch, and nobody could be more anxious than Senhor
Varnhagen to attain their object. -

I have, &C.

 

(Signed) HQWDEN.

No. 466.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 12.)

My LOrd, Madrid, May 7, 1856.
IN obedience to the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch

Of the 8th ultimo, I lost no time in communiCating to Marshal O’Donnell the
infermafion Her Majesty’s Government had received from Mr. Consul-General
CranOrd, relative to the circumstances attending the disembarkation of 524
1302111 negroes at Sierra Morena on the 141th of February last.

I have, just received from his Excellency the answer, translation of Which I
have the honour herewith to' inclose.

I have, 8150.
(Signed) HOWDEN'.

 

InelOsure in No. 466.

l [a _ _ ' General O’Donnell to Lard Howderi.
(Translation)
Most EXcell‘ent Si‘r, Madrid, May 3, 1856.

IN,rep1y toyau'r EXeelleney’s courtebus note dated the lst instant, I have
the honour t0 state that I have transmitted a copy of it and of its inclOSures to
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the Colonial Office, most earnestly recommending to that ofiiCe, at the same
time, that the proper communications be addressed to the Captain-General of
the Island of Cuba, for the purpose of rousing all his activity and vigilance, and
of preventing that either the vessel which effected the disembarkation of the
524: Bozal negroes, mentioned by Mr. Crawford, or any other one, may in
future repeat similar acts, in Violation of the laws and treaties. In the mean-
time I cannot abstain from drawing your Excellency’s attention to the fact that,
as appears from Mr. Crawford’s oflicial letter itself, the authorities of the island
endeavoured, by every means in their power, and with the greatest zeal, to
prevent the disembarkatiou of the 524 Bozal negroes.

I avail, &c. ,
(Signed) LEOPOLDO O’DONNELL.

 

No. 467.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howdcn.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, May 15, 1856.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 5th instant, I have to instruct

your Lordship to convey to Senhor Varnhagen the thanks of Her Majesty’s
Government for his courtesy in communicating to you the information which he
had received from his Government respecting the designs of certain North
Americans and Spaniards supposed to be concerned in the Slave Trade.

I take this opportunity of transmitting to you, for your information and
guidance, 3 copyofan instruction* which I have recently addressed toHerMajesty’s
Minister at Washington, and to Her Majesty’s Consuls in the United States, i and in
Cuba and Porto Rico, directing them to communicate freely With their Brazilian
colleagues on Slave Trade matters on all occasions when such a course may
appear necessary, for the purpose of frustrating the designs of the slave—traders.

I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 468.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received May 30.)

' My Lord, Madrid, May 25, 1856.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch to me 'of the 15th of
May last, instructing me to convey the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government to
Senhor Varnhagen, the Braziiian Chargé d’Afi'aires at this Court, for his courtesy
in communicating- to me cez tain information respecting the Traflic in Slaves, I
have the honour to inclose tc your Lordship herewith a translation of a letter I
have just received from him in answer to the one in which I carried out- your
Lordship’s instructions.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inelosure in No. 468.

The Brazilian Chm'ge’ d’Afiaires' to Lord Howden.

(Translation) * Imperial Legat'ion of Brazil, _
Most Illustrious and Most Excellent Sir, Madrid, May 21, 1856.

I HAVE had the honour and satisfaction of receiving your Excellency’s
oficial letter, of this day’s date, in which, with reference to the'information which
I received from my Government, and which I communicated to your Excellency,
relative to several facts and projects connected With the reprobated Traffic of
Africans, you are pleased to transmit to me copy of a deSpateh from Lord

’9 N0; 566.
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Clarendon‘to your Excellency dated the 15th instant, in answer to the aforesaid
information, and also copy of another despatch of the 23rd ultimo, mentioned in
the, above-mentioned one containing the instructions given by Her Britanuic
Majesty’s Government to several of its Agents, directing them to communicate
with the Agents of the Imperial Government, on the aforesaid matter, whenever
they may think it expedient.

Feeling extremely obliged for the kind expressions of your Excellency’s
letter, and for those contained in Lord Clarendon’s despatch, with regard to
myself, I beg to assure your Excellency that, in my overtures to your Excel-
lency upon this matter, I have done nothing else than to be the faithful inter-
preter 0f the sincere wishes entertained by my Government of repressing, as far
as it lies in its power, that infamous Traflic, which is as disgraceful to humanity
as it is contrary to the most solid and true interests of the Brazilian Empire.

» I have, &0.
(Signed) F. ADOLPHUS G. VARNHAGEN.

 r

No. 469.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, A109; 31, 1856.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 23rd February
last, I incloSe, for yotu' information. a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s
Consul—General in Cuba,* stating that the information furnished by him on Slave
Trade matters is to' beydepended upon, however much thetruth may be disguised
at Madrid, 01‘ the Captain-General be deceived in Cuba. '

‘ I am, &c. '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 470.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, ‘ Foreign Oflice, May 31, 1856.
I INCLOSE herewith, for your Lordship’$ information, a copy of a despatch

from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cubafi containing a report of certain
occurrences connected with the landing of a cargo of slaves in that island, and
which tend to show the demoralizing effect of the Slave Trade in Cuba.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 471.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, May 31, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith to your Lordship a copy of a despatch from

Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Oonsul-General in Cube”: containing a list of
persons Who have been expelled» from that island by the Captain-General on
account 9f their being suspected of making arrangements for slave-trading; and I
have to Instruct your Lordship to take an opportunity of expressing to the
Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs the satisfaction With which Her Majesty’s
Government have learnt that the Captain-General of Cuba has expelled these
slave-tt'aders from the island. ‘

_ I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

e Nd.519. ‘ Jr No.520. 1: No. 521.
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No. 472. , ,

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, June 10, 1856.,
I HAVE to inform your Lordship'that Her Majesty has been graciously

pleased to appoint Joseph Tucker Crawford, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul-General
at the Havana, . to be also Her Majesty’s Judge, in the room of the late
G. Canning Backhouse, Esq.,; and Francis Lousada, Esq., to be Her Majesty’s
Arbitrator, in the Mixed British and Spanish Court of Justice established at
Havana under the Treaty of the 28th of June, 1835, between Great Britain and
Spain for the abolition of the Slave Trade.

I have to instruct your Lordship to announce these appointments to the
Spanish Government, and to request that orders may be sent out, without delay,
to the Havana, for the due recognition of M1°.,Crawford and .of M1‘..L0usadayin
their respective offices; and that all privileges and immunities granted to the
predecessors of those gentlemen may, in like manner, be extended. to them.

I am, &c.
(Signed) , CLARENDON.

 

, No. 4-73.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, , Foreign Oflice, Jame 13, 1856.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for yourLordship’s information, a copy of e despatch

which I have received from Mr; Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-Generel at the
Havana,* reporting that a number of slaves variously estimated at from 350 to
610, have been landed at Granadillo, between Segue and San Juan, and inclosing
copies of, his correspondence With the Captain—General of Cuba on the subject.

' ' I am, Sac.
(Sgned) CLARENDON.

 

No. 474.

The Earl of Clarendon to' Mr. 'Otwa-y.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, July '12, 1856.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a despatch, and of its inclosure,

from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Havanafr respecting a scheme which is in
contemplation by certain parties in Cuba, for the introduction of free African
labourers into that island ; and I have to acquaint 'you that Her Majesty’s
Government" entirely disapprove the contemplated project, and that Ihave
instructed Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana to do all "in, their
power to prevent its being carried into effect. '

I have at the same time to desire that you will make inquiries as to any
steps which may have been taken at Madrid by the parties interested in this
matter. ' , , ’ -

, I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘ No. 475.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Otway.

Sir; ' Foreign Ofice, July 12, 1856.
I TRANSMIT‘ herewith, for your information, the accompanying copy of a

despatch which I have received from Her Majesty’s Commi'ssmners at the
*5 No. 525. , 1- Class A, No.7 21.
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Hava11a,* by which you will perceive that they confirm the intelligence contained
in Lord Howden’s despatch of the 8th April last ,With regard to the increased

vigour With which the Slave Trade is carried 011 in Cuba.
I am, 810.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 476.

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received July ‘13.)

My Lord, A, Madrid, July 2, 1856.
IN connection with your Lordship’s despatch to Lord Howden, dated

the 8th April last, instructing him to embody in a note to Her Catholic
Majesty’s Government the substance of a report transmitted by your Lordship,
from Mr. Rothery, relating to the Slave Trade, and more particularly to the
Prize Fund mentioned in Article XI of the Anti—Siave Trade Treaty between
Great Britain and Spain of June 1835, l have the honour herewith to inclose to
your Lordship translation of the answer which has been returned by General
Zavala to Lord Howden’s communication.

Your Lordship Will remark that, although the tone of the note is favour-
able, the Spanish Government defer all settlement of the question until the
receipt of certain information which has been asked for from the Captain-General
of the Island of Cuba.

‘ I have, 850.
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY,

Inclosure in No. 476.

General Zavala to Lord I-Iowden.

 

(Translation) .

Most Excellent Sir, Madrid, June 27, 1856.

IN reply to your Excellency’s courteous note of the 1st of May last, I
have the honour to state to your Excellency, that although the Spanish Govern-
ment persists in believing that the words “ Prize Fund” neither require any
interpretation, nor are so obscure as they are supposed to be, they are, however,
desirous to put an end to tedious discussions? and to avoid further ones for the
future ; and as the three Articles which your Excellency proposes substantially
agree with what the Government of Her Majeety the Queen, my Sovereign, asks
for, and thinks to be just, I have transmitted a copy of the aforesaid Articles
to the Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, desiring him to give his opinion
on the subject, in order that the proposed arrangement may be concluded at
once. The importance of this arrangement, Which though it does not modify,
yet it interprets and amplifies, the Treaty, requires that it should be consulted
With the aforesaid Captain-Genera], previously to its conclusion. It is to be
expected that the aforesaid functionary Will see no objection Whatever to the
acceptance of the three Articles in question, and, consequently, to the conclu-
sion of the above—men-tioned arrangement. V

I avail, &c.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.
 

No. 477.

The Earl of Clarendon to M3 Otway.

Sir, , . Foreign Office, August 8, 1856.
I INCLOSE, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Crawa

f0rd,Her Majesty’s ConsulaGeneI-al in Cubafl‘ reporting the landing of a cargo of
slaves near Cabafias, and inclosing copies of his correspondence on the subject
With the Captain-General of Cuba.

I am, &e.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

t- Class A, No. 23. + No. 532;
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No. 478. I

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Otway.

(Extract) Foreign Ofice, August 713,, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 30th January last, I inclose,

for your information, a copy of a report from Commodore Adams, the Com-
mander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the west coast of Africa]IE
respecting the proceedings of the Roman Catholic‘Mission sent by the Spanish
Government to the islands in the Gulf of Guinea.

 

No. 479.

Mr. Otway t0 the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Received August 28.)

‘ (Extract) Madrid, August 23, 1856.‘ ‘
PURSUANT to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch .

of the 12th ultimo; I addressed a' note to Sefior Pastor Diaz,- expressing, in
strong terms, the disapproval, by Her Majesty’s Government, of the scheme ’
in contemplation with certain parties in Cuba foi‘ the introduction of free 'A friCan
labourers into that island. V

In reply I have received the note from Her Catholic Majesty’s Government,
translation of which I have the honour herewith to inclose, by which it appears
that the necessary information has been applied for, and that we shall shortly be
made acquainted with the result. ' v

 

Inclosure in No. 479.

Sefior Pastor Dias to Mir. Otway.
(Translation)
Sir, Aladm'd, August 2], 1856.": .

I HAVE informed the Minister of Commerce and Public Works, who has
now under his charge the direction of the Colonial Department, of the contents
of your courteous note of the 30th of July last, in which you alluded to] the
scheme which appears to have been formed in Cuba, by some speculators or
landowners, for the purpose of introducing free African labourers into the island.
By the answer which '1 am expecting from , the aforesaid Minister, I will be able
to judge Whether the above—mentioned scheme is really in contemplaticn;
whether the Government has consented to it; and What are the precautions
which it intends to adopt in order to prevent that this means 'of colonisation
may he: injurious to the island, or converted intoa. pretext for slave-t'rading, as
you apprehend. , ‘ _ , ' . “

With these data, which I expect to obtain very soon, I will hasten to give
a definitive reply to the above-mentioned note; Meanwhile I avail, &c. _ ' , 7

‘ (Signed) N. PASTOR DIAZ.

 

N0. 4:80.

Mr. Otway to the Earl of ClarendOn.—I(Receivedr September 11.) 7

My Lord, 7 V Madrid, August 29, 1856.
I HAVE thehonour to transmit to your Lordship, in translation, a note

which has been addressed to me by Sefior Pastor Diaz, as a collective reply to the
various complaints made by this Legation to the Spanish Government respecting
the importation into Cuba of Bozal negroes. , 7 ‘ y

Your Lordship will perceive that his Excellency’s communicationiis based
upon a report sent home by the Captain-Greneral of that island, in' which that
officer discusses each contemplated .or effected disembarkation individually,

. ' Class A,.No. 1'1'9.‘
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detailing, in the cases Where a landing was attempted, the prudent dispositions
by which it was rendered abortive, and stating, with regard to other cases, that
every official to whom actual complicity in this iliicit Traffic, or a want of zeal
in its supln‘ession, could be brought home, had been dismissed from his situation,
and ending with a general charge of inaccuracy against Her Majesty’s Consul-
General in the Island ot'Cuba, Who, in the majority of cases, is represented as
announcing and describing purely smiposititioiis disembarkations.

Your Lordship is the best judge how far this accusation against Mr. Craw-
ford, qualified by the apology made. for him, that he allows himself to be
misled by persons whose connection with the Slave Trade renders it their interest
to deceive him, is to be entertained.

The conclusion drawn by Senor Diaz from this communication, is that the
statement made to Her Catholic Majesty’s Government, in accordance with
your Lordship’s instructions conveyed to me in your despatch dated the 3rd
July, 1855, that the Traflic in Slaves increases in fiagrancy, is completely
destitute of foundation, and his Excellency strengthens this assertion by
comparing two reports addressed to your Lcirdship by Mr. Crawford and the
late Mr. Backhouse, communicated to this Legation respectively in your Lord-
ship’s despatches of the 28th February, 1855, and of the 14th March, 1856,
stating that in the year 1854 more than 10,000 slaves were imported into
Cuba, while in 1855 a notable falling off is observable, the number reported being
only 4,806, of which, however, the Government here do not acknowledge. more
than 2,000.

I forward, these assertions to your Lordship without other comment than
that which they naturally suggest, viz., that Her Catholic Majesty’s Govern-
ment are not disposed willingly to admit any charge of want of vigilance or
activity against the present authority in the Island of Cuba.

. I have, &c.
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY.

 

Inclosure in No. 480.

Sefior Pastor Diaz to 1th. Otway.
(Translation)

VSir, Madrid, August 19, 1856.

,IN reply to the notes from the British Legation relative to the disem-
barkations of Bozal negroes which have taken place in the Island of Cuba during
the year 1855, I have the honour to inform you that the Captain-General of
the aforesaid island has addressed to this First Secretary of State’s Office a
detailed report which fully elucidates the facts alluded to by Her Britannic
VMajesty’s Legation.

In the aforesaid report, every one of the processes instituted in‘ consequence
of information given to the superior authority in Cuba, relative to disembarka-
tions of Bozal negroes, is carefully examined, and an account is given of' the
measures adopted by the same authority for the purpose of preventing such
disembarkations, and of punishing those Agents of the Government who had not
shown sufficient zeal in the repression of this unlawful Traffic.

On the 12th of April, 1855, the CaptainsGeneral of Cuba was informed
that a disembarkation was expected to take place in the jurisdiction of Bahia
Honda, whereupon his Excellency having caused the proper orders to be
transmitted by telegraph, and sent off to the suspected place as Extraordinary
Commissioner, the Brigadier Chief of the Staff at the Havana, and an Alcalde
Mayor of thesame <city, succeeded in seizing 94 neg‘roes on two different
occasions. At the same time great Vigilance was also kept over the Bahia de
Cabafias, where 94 Bozal negroes were also captured, and all the. public func-
tionaries Who appeared to have been negligent in the fulfilment of the Captain-
General’s instructions were dismissed from their posts, and regular judicial
proceedings relative to this disemhzu'kation were instituted in the Royal Conrt
of Justice at the Havana. These occurrences gave cause for extraordinary
vigilance on the part of the authorities and military detachments charged with
the repression of t_he‘Traflic in Slaves, owing to which the disembarkation of
430 negroes which had been attempted at the aforesaid bay was prevented ;
these are the negroes who, in the report, sent to the British Government by the
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English Consul in the Island of Cuba, were supposed to have been detected in
aDecember, although landed in May. But subsequently the Lieutenant-
Governor of Trinidad reported that, in consequence of intelligence given
by the British Consul that a disembarkation of' negroes was expected to take
place-on the coasts of SanctiSpiritus, he took the proper precautions, and the
result was that the aforesaid intelligence was not found correct. Another
expedition was also denounced to the Governor of Cuba which, in the aforesaid
report from the Britisthonsul, is stated'to have been landed at the port of San
Cayetano, and the result also proved that the denunciation was unfounded,
though, perhaps, the fact was, that the cargo in question was not landed, in

' consequence of the extraordinary activity displayed by the Spanish authorities,
and more especially by the Brigadier Chief of the Staff, who, for the aforesaid
purpose, made a day’s journey 0f twenty-two leagues, a circumstance which is
well known to the English Consul, Mr. Crawford. .

In the month of August another expedition was denounced as being
expected to take place at Punta de Teja, whereupon the Captain—General .
instantly sent by telegraph the proper orders to the Lieutenant-Governor ot'
Cardenas and to the aforesaid Chief of the Staff. Ever since the month of
March the steamer “ Veloz Cayera” had been cruizing off that part of the
coast, and owing, undoubtedly, to‘ all these measures, the disembarkation did
not take place; and although it is true that the landing which had been
denounced as expected at Santa Cruz del Sur, was carried into effect, it is not
less true that the functionaries who appeared to be implicated in that affair were
dismissed from their posts by the zealous Lieutenant-Governor of that district,
and that the Captain'—General not being quite satisfied with these measures,
ordered, himself, the dismissal of the Administrator of Finance, of the Military
Commandant of the town, and of several individuals of the Preventive Service:
whereby, since, owing to the great distance 9f the place in question, and the late
hom' at which the intelligence respecting it was received, the disembarkation
could not‘be prevented, an example was made by punishing the functionaries
who appeared to have connived' at it. As to the disembarkation which, in the
'above-mentioned report, is stated to have taken place at Pinar del Riog it turned
Ont to be incorrect ; nor was any result whatever obtained frOm the denuncia-
tions made ‘by Mr. Crawford of other disembarkations at Manzanillo «and
Domihica.‘ V Sueh was not the case, hbwever, With regard to the landing which
had been denounced as having taken place at Granadillo, since the Captain-
General being convinced of its correctness, ordered the. susPension from his
functions of the Alcalde Mayor at Villa Clara, and the dismissal of the Lieute—
nant-Governor,_of the Administrator of the Post-otfice, and of the Captain and
Lieutenant of that district. whilst he recommended the greatest and most inces-
sant vigilance to be kept over those persons who, were supposed to be interested
in the Slave Trade. . _ ' a

‘From the above statements, it appears that out of all the slave expeditions
which, in the report from the British Consul, Mr. Crawford, are supposed to
have taken place, only those at Bahia Honda, Cabafias, Santa Clara, and; El
Granadillo, were carried into effect, and the total number of Bozal negroes
imported by these expeditions was assuredly under 2,000, instead of ”4,806,
Which, in the aforesaid report, are mentioned as having been landed. The
English Consul not knowing that the parties interested in the Slave Trade rare
in the habit of giving to the authOrities and to himself false news relative to
disembarkations, the better to be able thereby to put both on the false scent,
makes official communications about every oneof their denunciations : and it is
more than probable that if the British Consul were now .to report again the dis-
embarkations carried into' eflf’ect,‘ he Would only mention the four above-
mentioned ones. ‘ ‘ ‘

At no time could the Government of Her Britannic Majesty have stated
with less reason than at the present moment, that the Slave Trade is carried on
with remarkable activity; since last year the British Representative stated, with '
more or less foundation, in a report similar to the one now in question, that the
number of Bozal negroeslanded in 1854 amounted to 10,236, and in thereport
relative to the year'1855, he limits their number to 4,806 ; and this cemparison,
even leaving aside the data mentioned in the present note, will serve 'to prove
to .you that, so far from the Slave Trade having increased, it has diminished in
a considerable manner, a result which is owing to the sincerity with which the

CLASS B. - ‘
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Government of Her Catholic Majesty is watching over the observance 9f
Treaties, and to the zeal, activity, and ability of the Captain-General of the
Island of Cuba.

 

I avail, &c.
(Signed) N. PASTOR. DIAZ.

N0; 4815

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendonr—(Received September 11.)

My Lord, , Madrid, August 29,1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a. translation of a note I

have received from Sefior Pastor Diaz, respecting two disembarkations of slaves
reported by Mr. Crawmed, Her Majesty’s Coneul-General at the Havana, and
alluded to in the inclosures in my preceding despatch of this date, in which his
Excellency affirms that the first, supposed to have taken place at Manzanillo,
was never effected, and that the second, at San Juan de los Remedios, is purely
imaginary. Your Lordship will perceive that the Lieutenant-Governor of the
latter place has expressed an honest indignation at the imputations, offensive to
his honour, contained in Mr. Crawford’s commhnications.

I have, &c.
($igned) L. C. OTWAY. '
 

Inclosure in No. {181.

Sefio'r Pastor Dias to Mr. Ot'way.
(Translation),

Sir, Madrid, August 25, 1856.

SUBSEQUENTLY to the transmission of my note of the 19th instant, in
which I had the honour to inform you of the contents of a communication from
the Captain-General 0f the Island of Cuba,wherein he refuted the assertions of
Mr. Crawford, the British Consul at the Havana, another communication from
the aforesaid Captain—General, dated the 12th qf June last, has been received at
this First Secretary of State’s Othee, confirming all the statements contained in
the preceding one; and, as to the disembarkaition which is supposed to have
taken place at Manzanillo, his Excellency states that, When the English Consul
at that place addressed to the Governor of Cuba in October last, representations
which were notoriously devoid of foundation, he did not think proper to give
Full credence to them. ‘

h To the aforesaid communication is annexed a. copy of another one, addressed
by the Superior Government of that-Island to the British Consul, proving to him
that the disembarkation at San Juan de los Remedies, denounced by him, was a
mere supposition, and that'the Lieutenant-quernor at that place very justly
complained of the words. extremely offensive to his honour, which the aforesaid
Consul had Iiiade use of'in his communications,

This and other caSes which occur every day, may serve to prove to the
Government‘of Her Britannia Majesty the zeal and good faith by Which the
subordinate authorities of the Queen’s Government in Cuba are animated, and
the activity With which they endeavour to persecute the Slave Trade, without
'i'equiringto this effect the repeated. and almost always unfounded reclamations
of the British Consul at the Havana.

I avail, 8m.

 

(Signed) N. PASTOR DIAZ.

No. 482.

Mr. 01510113; to the Earl Qf Clarendon. —(Received September 11.)

My Lord, Madrid, August 2.9, 1856.7 ,

IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s dESpatch to
Lord Howden, dated the 22nd of October last, his Lordship addressed a note

* Class B, presented 1856, No. 297.
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to General Zavala informing his Excellency that a disembarkation of 510 BoZal
negroes had been reported by Consul—General Crawford as having taken place at
fSlan Cayetano, on or about the 5th of August, under cirCumstances of peculiar
agrancy. ‘ ' ,

In a note, translation of which was transmitted to your Lordship in Lord
HOWden’s despatch dated November the 17th of last year, General Zavala stated
that orders had been sent to the Captain-General of Cuba to furnish the Govern-
ment of Her Catholic Majesty with a report on the subject.

V As a sequel to the above communication, I have now the honour to transmit
to your Lordship, in translation, a note I have received from Sefior Pastor Diaz,
General Zavala’s successor as Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which his
Excellency, authorized by a report from Cuba, entirely denies that any such
diSembarkation ever took place. As this unqualified denial appears strange, in
the face 'of the "minute circumstances detailed by Mr. Crawford as attending the
landing and subsequent concealment of these negroes, Iawait with impatience
the document confirmatory of his assertion, announced to me by his Excellency,
Which I shall lose no time in forwarding to your Lordship. ~

Your Lordship will see that, in the inclo'snre of my first. despatch of’ thi
date, Sefior Diaz makes a further allusion to this supposed landing; and,
assuming that it was contemplated, considers it to have been rendered impossible
by the extraordinary activity and vigilance of the Spanish Voflicer to whom the
seizure of the cargo was entrusted,

I have,’ &c.
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY;
 

Inclosure in No.‘482.

Seiim' Pastor Diaz to Mr. Otway.
(Translation)
Sir, Madrid, August 27, 1856.

ON the 2nd and 15th of November last, my predecessor in office, enter-
taining some doubts as to the truth of the intelligence reported to Her_Britannic
Majesty’s Government respecting a supposed disembarkation of .510 Bozal
negroes at San Cayetano’s harbour, which was denounced by Lord Howden in
his note of the 27th of October last, stated to the British Legation'that he had
requested the proper information upon the subject from the Colonial Office, and
that the latter had done so, in its turn, from the Captain-General of the Island
of Cuba, as this apparent negligence, was in striking contrast with the great
vigilance, and extreme activity and energy, of which the superior authority of, the
aforesaid AntilIe was, and is still, afl’ording repeated proofs. ' , ” ~ ,

General Zavala’s deubts were not unfounded, since it appears, from a
communication which I have just received from the Colonial Office, that the
disembarkation above alluded to has never taken place, as is irrefutably proved
by a detailed extract of the judicial proeeedings which were instituted upon the
matter, which has been sent by the Captain-General, and which will very soon
be transmitted to me by the aforesaid Office. 1 , 7' ' '

Being anxious» of losing no time. in the elucidation of truth, I'haste’n to
communicate to you the above statement, and so soon as 'I receiye the aforesaid
extract, I Will transmit it to you. ' - ' ' ' ‘

Meanwhile I avail, 8m. ' ' - ‘ ' ' , ' ’7:
. (Signed) ‘ / N. PASTOR DIAZ’;
 

_. I No. 483. ,

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Olaréndonr—(Receivéd Octqber 16.) 'i _ '

' My Lord, ‘ - .y . , Madrid,:00tobe7"1'0;1856.- -

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the ofliciaI Gazette
of to-day containsa circular to Spanish Consuls,»as1well as its introduetory
Statement, a long dpcument' which is not without its interest, as it involyes a
slight change in the regulations at present in force to prevent a Vessel from
engaging in the Slave Trade.' ' ‘ ' ' '
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By Article X of the Treaty between Great Britain and. Spain for the ab’bli-

tion of the Traflie in Negroes, it is determined that the finding en board a vessel
certain utensils, and among them water-easks or empty barrels in great number,

shall be considered primd facie evidence that the vessel is engaged in the Slave

Trade, unless the captain can show a certificate from the custom—house of the

port whence he sailed, by which it appears that the oWners have given the

proper security that these casks are destined for the transport of the palm'eil

which is produced 9n the African coast,‘ or of other objects of lawful
commerce.

These certificates have, up to the present time, been alone obtainable from
the Government custom-houses, but it having been proved _by a Eeport _made

on the subject, that much unnecessary expenee and inconvenlenee 1s oceasmned

to the Spanish vessels which, after having loaded these empty casks at a foreign

port, have then to proeeed to a Spanish one in order to obtain this document,
Her Catholic Majesty’s Government, desirous of avoiding this delay, have
determined that Spanish Consuls in foreign ports shall be authorized to lssue to

captains of vessels proceeding to the west cqast of" Africa the aboye-mentioned

certificate, requiring at the same time from. them, 01' from the conslgnees 0f the

vessel under his command, a legal bond to three times the value of the empty

casks there may be on‘ board, which bond will be cancelled on the production by

the interested party of a document, signed by the Spanish Consul of the port

for which the vessel was destined, certifying that the legal use announced for
them by the captain was made of these objecte.

I greatly regret that the length of this circular, appearing as it does on the

day fixed for a levee, added to the unusually early departure of the French

courier, renders it impossible for me to transmit it to your Lordship otherwise
than in copy and duplicate.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY.

 

Inclo'sure in Net 483.

Emmet free» the 0192M; Gazette of Madrid of October 10, 1856.

(Translation)
, IN consideration of what has been stated by Don Jose Vidal‘ y Rivas,
merchant of Barcelona, relative to the expediency of authorizing the Consuls of
Her, Majesty abrOad to issue to the captains of Spanish ships bound for the
western coast of Africa, the certificate Which is required by Article X of the
Treaty with England for the suppression of the Slave Trade in case of their
having on board empty casks for containing palm oil, which they load on that
coast,vsuch having hitherto been issued only by the Custom-house authorities of
the kingdom, and considering that, as alleged by the aforesaid, unnecessary
delays and expenses are occasioned to such Spanish ships as,'after having taken
the Said empty casks on board in a foreign port, have to go to a Spanish port in
order to obtain the abo've-mentioned document, Without which they would be.
detained as suspected of engaging in the Slave Trade, because that such empty
casks are, by the terms of the Treaty, a prima facie indication of their being
intended for the said unlawful trade, and being desirous of preventing these
losses, as well as the impropriety that vessels engaged in the said trade in
palm-oil and other produce of Africa should navigate without the above-
mentioned certificate, with the risk occasioned thereby, that they might be
detained by any occurrence between the foreign port where they may take in the
empty casks, and the Spanish port where they would have to procure it, the
Queen (whom God preserve!) has been pleased to direct that Spanish Consuls
in foreign ports be authorized to act as above stated, under the conditions
pointed out in the Royal Circular Order which has been sent to the aforesaid
fungtionaries, and which is hereinafter published for the information of the
tra. e. .

Palace, October 8, 1856. ' , ‘
, (Signed) NICOMEDES PASTOR DIAZ:
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. Circular.

It being determined by Article X of the Treaty between Spain and England
for the abolition of the SlaveTrade, that the finding on board of a ship any of
the articles mentioned in the aforesaid Article shall be considered as primd facie
evidence that she is intended for the said unlawful commerce, the vessel being,
according thereto, subject to_ the decision of the Mixed Court of JIidicature
referred to in the Treaty; and barrels of water or other ‘casks to contain liquids,
in great number, being reckoned as among such articles, in case the captain does
not exhibit to the Commander of the cruizer who detains him a‘certificate from
the custom-house of the place from whence he sailed, showing that the owners
havegiven the due securities that the barrels and casks taken on board are
intended to contain palm oil, Which is produced on the coast of Africa, or, other
objects of lawful trade, the Queen (whom God. preserve 1) has been pleased to
direct that, in order to prevent the losses which might be occasioned to'honest
commerce by the impossibility of furnishing the above-mentionedcertificate to
the captains of Spanish ships bound to the ports ot'vthe said coast of Africa
from other foreignports where they may have taken in the required empty
barrels and casks, the Consuls of Her Majesty reSident in such foreign ports, or
in others near to that from which the ship sails, be authorized to issue the above-
mentioned document, requiring of the captains or consignees of the ships ,under
their command, a security in the proper legal form, amounting to; three times
the value of the empty casks taken on' board, which shall become void and
be cancelled so soon as the interested party shall present a certificate issued by
the Consul of Her Majesty in the port to which the ship is bound, and in his
default by the local authority of the same, to the effect that the empty casks
have been employed for the lawful purpose to which the captain of the ship had
engaged to apply them.

By Royal command I transmit» this to 'you for your information and
guidance. ‘

God preserve, 82c. ‘ "
(Signed) NICOMEDES PASTOR DIAZ.

Madrid,‘ September 28, 1856.

 

‘ No. 484. H ‘ H

Mr. Otway to‘ the Earl of Clarendonw-(Recez'v’ed OctOber 17.).

My Lord, ' ' ’ Madrid, October 12, 1856. '
WITH reference to my despatch of' the 10th instant, I now have the honour

to inclose a translation of ‘a note, dated the 7th instant, just receiVed from
Sefior Pastor Diaz, requesting that Her Majesty’s Governmentin consideration
of the causes Which have movedthat of Spain to empower her Consuls to give
certificates to the captains of Spanish vessels trading in palm oil on the western

' coast of Africa, will be pleased to give the necessary orders in CenseqliEHCe t0 the
British Colonial authorities and establishments on the western coast ofAfrica.

I also beg leave to transmit copy of the note, I thought it right to'address
to Sefior Pastor Diaz in acknowledgment. ’ . ' ' '

‘ VIhave,8zc'. ' ..,
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY; ,
 

Inclosure 1 hi N5; 484;
. > .V ‘Sefior Pastor Diaz, to Mr. Otwayi. ‘
(Translation) , ' ‘ j ‘ y .~ . ‘ , ' , , . .

v Sir, Madrid, October 75 1856.-
.SEVERAL Spanish commereial firms have recently established,.mercantile

i'elations with different ports of‘ the western coast of Africa, Where their vessels,
In exchange for other produce, take cargoes of palm oil, for. the, conveyance
whereof they require to carry on board a certain number Of empty casks, Which,
as you are aware, might be considered as a primfi fucie suspicion of the vessel



398 _ SPAIN.

which carries them being engaged in the Slave Trade, if the captain does not

exhibit the certificate alluded' to in Article X of the Treaty of 1835, betWeen

Spain and England; and one of the aforesaid commercial firms‘having repre—

sented that in case of the empty casks in question being taken on board ‘at' a

fOreign part, it was necessary that the Spanish Consul at that port should be

authorized to issue the above-mentioned certificate, Which is an indispensable

document to guarantee the transactions of the Spanish vessels engaged in a

lawful trade on the western coast of Africa, Her Majesty‘s Government has .

thought it could not leave a petition so well-l-founded and ‘just as the one in

question unattended to, considering it to be its duty to afford eVery proper

facility to the development of the trade in- question. ' ,

Consequently, a circular Royal Order, of which I inclose a copy, has been
addressed to Her Catholic Majesty’s Consular Agents abroad, whereby‘the’y’ are

authorized to issue to the captains of ' Spaniah vessels who may require it, the

certificate above referred to, requiring from such captains, or from their consignees,

a bail for the amount of threetimes the value of the empty casks they may take

on board, as a security for their being intended for the- legitimate use of the

conveyance of palm oil, and not for any other prohibited object of these mentioned
ifi the Treaty. ' ‘ ' . ,

I lose notime in communicating the above to you, expecting that you will
liave'the goodness to make it known to your Government'with the least posaible
delay, in order that the proper instructions may be sent, with reference to the
ease in questionl to the English authorities of the colonies and eStablishments of
Great Britain on the western coast of Africa. ' ' ' ,

* ' I aVail, &c.
(Signed) N. PASTOR 'DIAZ.‘

 

Inclosure 2 in Nq. 484‘

Mr. Otway to Sefior Pastor Didz.

Sir, Madrid, October 12, 1856.

IN doing myself the honour of acknowledging the receipt, last night, of
your Excellency’s esteemed note, dated the 7th instant, requesting me “ as soon
as possible ” to communicate to Her Britannia Majesty’s Government a circular
addressed to Her Catholic Majesty’s Consuls, authorizing those functionaries
to deliver certificates to the captains of Spanish vessels trading on the west

coast of Africa, having on heard a large number of empty water-casks, intended .

to be filled 'with jjalm oil; I hasten to inform your.Excellency that this docu-
ment having been published in the Madrid “ Gazette ” of the 10th instant,,I,
on that day, as was my duty, forwarded it to my Government. I think it right,
however, in justice, to myself, to mention to your ExCellenc‘y that, by some

unaccountable oversight, your Excellency’s communication has taken the exact
time in travelling from your Excellency’s Department to this Legation that a letter
would, from Paris to Madrid, via, four days ; and that the circular your Excel-
lency alludes to as inclosed in it, has been omitted altogether.

As I am sure that nothing can be further from your Excellency’s WisheS or
intention than that the blame of any apparent irregularity or negligence should

be imputed to me in not having at once forwarded «to my Government an

important communication fi'Om your Excellency, I state the facts, by no manner
of means in the light of a complaint, but as a justification. and placing on record,
as regards my conduct, as showing the 3 real cause of four days having been lost

in making known to Her Britannicr Majesty’s Government the desires ’of the'
Government of Her Catholic ' Majesty with respect to the instructions it so
anxiously Wishes to be issued to the British Colonial authoritiesand establish-
ments on the western coast of Africa. ’ . .

‘ , y I avail, 8w.
,(signed) ‘ 'L. C. OTWAY.
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No. 485.

Mr. Otway‘ to the Earl of Shelburne.——(Received October 22.)

My Lord, Madrid, October 16, 1856.
HAVING received from the Spanish Foreign Office the accompanying

copies of the circular to Her Catholic Majesty’s Consuls; transmitted to Lord
Clarendon in my despateh of the 10th instant, I beg leave to inclose them here- ,
With to your Lordship, thinking they may possibly be useful.

- I have, 810.
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY.

 

Inclosure in No. 485.

Cirmalar.

, Ofica of the Chief Secretary of State, Commercial Board,
(Translation) Madrid, September 28, 1856. ‘

IT being determined by Article X of the Treaty between Spain and
England fer the abolition of the Slave Trade,that it shall be considered primt’i
facie evidence that a. vessel is intended for the said unlawful Traffic if any of
the things mentioned in' the said Article be found on board, the vessel being .
thereby subject to the judgment of the Mixed Court of Justice referred to! in
the Treaty ; an extraordinarynumher of water-casks, or other vessels for holding
liquid, being reckoned among the said things, unless the master shall show to
the commander of the detaining cruizer a, certificate from the custom-house of
the place from which he cleared outwards, showing that the owners have
given sufficient securities that the casks and vessels conveyed on board are
intended to contain palm oil, Which is produced on the coast of Africa, or other
objects of lawful commerce; the Queen (whom God preserve ! ) has been pleased
to direct, that with a view to obviate the damages which might be caused to
bondfide trade by the impossibility of furnishing the requisite certificate to the
masters of Spanish vessels departing for the ports of the African coast, from
other foreign ports where they take on board the empty casks and vessels alluded
to, Her Majesty’s Consuls residing at the said foreign ports, or at any otheradjoining that of the departure of the vessel, are authorized to issue the said
dOCBment, requiring of the master, or of the consignees of the vessel under
his command, a security in the proper legal form, amounting to three times the
value of the empty vessels taken on board, which shall ‘he rescinded and
cancelled so soon as the interested party shall produce an attestation given by
Her Majesty’s Consul in the port to which the vessel was bound, and in - his
absence by the local authority at the same place, to the effect that the empty
vessels have been used for the lawful purpose which the master of the ship had
engaged to put them to. _ ,

I make known the same to you by Royal Order, for your information ‘andguidance. ' '
God preserve, 8w. . '

(Signed) NICOMEDES PASTOR DIAZ..
 

No.1 486. -

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, November 1, 1856.
I HAVE received from Mr. Otway three despatches dated the 29th of

August last, inclosing copies of three notes from Sefior Pastor Diaz, referring tothe Return'of the number of African slaves imported into Cuba dining" the year
- 1855, which document accompanied Mr. Crawford’s annual report on‘the SlaVeTrade for thatyear dated the 4th of January, 1856. ' - ' ’ " {

Sefior Diaz states that out of the twelve landings enumerated in that Return
only four were really effected, namely, those which took place at Bahia Honda,
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Cabafias (May 26, 1855), Santa Cruz del Sur, and El Granadillo; and he observes
that the whole number of negroes thus imported was under 2,000, instead of
being 4,806, according to Mr. Crawford’s list. .

I have to instruct your Lordship -to state to the Spamsh Minister for
Foreign Affairs thatI have carefully examined Mr. Crawford’s several despatches
in which the circumstances of all the landings tn question were reported soon after
they came to his knowledge, and that the reeult of this examination has been
that although the information communicated , to the Captain—General by
Mr. Crawford as to the landings at Sancti Spiritus, Manzanillo, and the Rio
Dominica, has not been fully confirmed, yet with regard to the other landings
denied by the Spanish Government, it appears that they were confirmed by the'
testimony of eye-witnesses and by circumstantial evidence Which has not been
refuted by the Spanish authorities. You witl remark at the same time that it
cannot be expected in these cases that Mr. Crawford should eXpOSe his informants
to the private vengeance of the slave-dealere by bringing forward their names
upon every occasion.

- With regard to the statement of Sefior Diaz, that according to the Returns
furnished by Her Majesty’s Government of the importation of slaves into Cuba in
the years 1854 and 1855 respectively, it‘ has been shown that whereas 10,236
Africans were imported in 1854, v only 4,806 were imported in 1855 ; your
Lordship will point out to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs that it will
be seen on reference to the two Returns in question. that Sefior Diaz should have
stated the respective numbers either as 10,230 for 1854, and 6,408 for 1855
(which are the total numbers with the addition of one—third for unreported
landings), or ‘as 7,673 for 1854, and 4,806 for 1855, which are the numbers of
the landings without the, additional third. Apd you will say that it should be
borne in mind that the number of Africans reported to have been landed in
Cuba in 1854 was unusually large, and exceeded the average of importations
during the previous fifteen years by 4,034.

_ ‘ I am, 81c,
(Signed) ' CLARENDON,

 

No. 487.

The Earl of Clarendon to‘ Lord Howden.

My Lord, ' Foreign Ofiz'ce, November 3, 1856.
WITH reference to Mr. Otway’s deelwatch of the 23rd of August,

inclosing a copy of a letter which he had neceived from Seflor Pastor Diaz,
stating that he had caused inquiries to be set on foot with regard to the repre-
sentation made by Her Majesty’s Government as to the reported intention of
some personsin Cuba to introduce free African labourers into that island; I
transmit herewith a copy of a despatch which I have received'from HerMajesty’s ,
Commissioners at Havana,“< stating that they consider this scheme to be nothing
else than a cover for the introduction of slaves, and that they have reason to
belieVe that a similar project has been agitated at Puerto Rico; and I have to
instruct your Lordship to inquire how this matter stands at present. '

I am, 8:0. ’
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 488.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, November 25, 1 856;
HER Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration Mr. Otway’s

despatches dated the ‘10th and 12th of October last: the former of those
despatches inclosed . a circular issued by the Spanish ‘G'OVernment to Her
Catholic Majesty’s' Consuls in foreign ports, authorizing them to. grant to
Spanish vessels proceeding. to the coast of Africa, certificatessimilar to *the

"‘ Class A, NW 31.
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custom-house certificates which Article X of the Treaty of June 1835, between
Great Britain and Spain for the suppression Of the Slave Trade, requires to be
exhibited by masters of ships carrying an unusual number of casks or other
vessels capable of holding water ; the latter despatch from Mr. Otway inclosed a
copy of a note from Sefior Pastor Diaz, the Spanish Minister for Foreign Afl'airs,
requesting that the commanders of British cruizers might be instructed to recog-
nize the proposed Consular certificate as a sufficient substitute for the certificate
mentioned in Article X of the Slave Trade "reaty between Great Britain and
S ain.
P I have to instruct your Lordship to point out to the Spanish Minister for

Foreign Afi'airs that the Article referred to in Sefior Diaz’s note to Mr. Otway
is of great importance, as it affords t0 the naval commanders of the two nations
the only effectual means of preventing slave-vessels from eluding their Vigilance,
and that Her Majesty’s Government consider that the alterationof that Article
which has been proposed by the Spanish Government would materially impair
its stringency, because the eustom—house authorities at the port of departure, and
not the Consuls of each nation, are the only responsible authorities who can"
properly exact and enforce the securities to be given by the owners of vessels
carrying extra casks ; and you will say that Her Majesty’s Government therefore
regret that they cannot concur in the proposal of Sefior Pastor Diaz, that a
Consular certificate shall be substituted for the custom-house certificate mentioned
in Article X of the Treaty. ,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

' No. 489.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, December 8, 1856.
WITH reference to former correspondence respecting ' the case of the

Spanish vessel “ Arrogante Emilio,” detained in December 1852, ’ by Her
Majesty’s ship “ Vestal ” on a charge of being engaged in the SlaVe Trade-, _I
now inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a note which I received
in June last from the Spanish Minister at this Court, requesting that Her
Majesty’s Government would repay to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty
the sum of 6,000 dollars, which was paid by the Spanish authorities in Cuba, as
compensation to the owners of the “ Arrogante Emilio,” in pursuance 'of a deci-
sion of the Mixed British 33nd Spanish Tribunal at Havana ; and I also inclose a
copy of the answer Which I have returned to the Spariish Msiznister’s application.

' ‘ am, e. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

Inclosure l in No. 489.

Sefior Gonzalez to the Earl of Clarendon.
(Translation) ,
My Lord, ‘ Spanish Legation; June 11,1856;

V FROM the adjudication made, and sentence pronounced, .by the Mixed
Tribunal of the Havana, in the case of the detention ofthe brig “ Emilio,” which
was captured by a ship of Her Britannia Majestyfs navy; it appeared that the
vessel detained was declared acquitted of eyery charge; in consequence, the
owners of the brig demanded the due indemnification for the losses accruing to
them from the capture and detention during the whole time that the trialla'sted. .

The Mixed Tribunal of 'the Havana admitted the justice of the demand,
and, in consequence, resolved that the owners of the “Emilio” should be indem-
nified for the losses and damages suffered, in accordance with the provisions
of Articles VI and IX of the Treaty of June 28, 1835.. ' i ’ ' L ” , ' ,

By the seventh Article of the Instructions of the same :period, which
accompanied the above-mentioned'Treaty, the powers of Mixed Tribunals are
stated, and by them they are authorised to-decree- a just indemnification to
owners of captured ships demanding the same, to whom such i'é due.’

CLAss B. a
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With this legal authorisation the Mixed Tribunal of the Havana decreed an
indemnification in favour of the owners of the “ Arrogante Emilio,” which was
liquidated by command of Her Catholic Majesty’s Government, because there

was no prize fund existing for the indemnification. .

As the responsibility and payment of suph indemnifications appertains to the

Government to which the capturing vessel belongs, as determined in the aforesaid

VIth and IXth Articles of the Treaty, it is indubitable that this indemnification

is to be made by the Government of Her Britannia Majesty, 011 whose account

and charge the payment of the indemnification was advanced by the Govern-

ment of Her Catholic Majesty.
Your Excellency Will understand that. the GoVernm‘ent of Her Catholic

Majesty in disbursing the sum of 6,000 doilars (“ duros”) for liquidating the

indemnification decreed by the Mixed Tribunal of the Havana, rendered a

service to Her Britannia Majesty’s Government, Which is responsible for the

total payment of that sum.
For these considerations, and in the persuasion that your Excellency, in

yOur well-known judgment, will admit the jlistice of this claim, I hope that the

sum of 6,000 dollars, paid as indemnificatioh to the owuers of the “ Arrogante
Emilio,” may be liquidated.

I have, &c. ‘
(Sighted) ANTO. GONZALEZ.

 

IncIosure 2 in No. 489.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sefior Pacheco.

Sir, Foreign Oflice. November 26, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government have

had under their consideration the letter which was addressed to me on the

11th of June last, by your predecessor Don Antonio Gonzalez, requesting that

Her Majesty’s Government would repay tq the Government of Her Catholic
Majesty the sum of 6,000 dollars, which was paid by the Spanish authorities at

Havana, as compensation to the owners ofthe Spanish brig “ Arrogante Emilio,”

in pursuance of a decision of the Mixed British and Spanish Tribunal at Havana.
Sefior Gonzalez stated, in the above—meyntioned letter, that it appeared from

the decision in question, that the “Arrogante Emilio” was acquitted of every

charge, and that, consequently, her owners demanded compensation for the

losses accruing to them from the capture of their vessel, and from her detention

during the time that the trial lasted, the justice of which demand was admitted
by the members of the Mixed Tribunal, in conformity with the provisions of
Articles VI and IX of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, of the

28th of June, 1835, and with reference to the seventh Article of the Instructions
thereto annexed. And Sefior Gonzalez stated that this compensation, amounting
to 6,000 dollars, having been advanced to the owners of the “ Arrogante
Emilio” by order of Her Catholic Majesty's Government, in consequence of
there being no prize fund, as provided by the Treaty, he hoped that this
advance, which had been made on account hf Her Majesty’s Government, who
were bound to indemnify the owners of the vessel, would be repaid by them to
the Spanish Government.

I have the honour to inform you that Lord Howden, Her Majesty’s
Minister at Madrid, addressed to Her Catholic Majesty’s Minister for Foreign
Affairs, on the 11th of January, and on the lst of May, 1856, two notes,
explaining fully the case of the “ Arrogante Emilio,” and the difficulties which
had arisen in consequence of the Mixed Commission at Havana having directed
that compensation should be paid to her owner out of a fund which, though
mentioned in the Treaty of '1 835, did not in fact exist.

I have also to state, that Lord Howden, in his note to General Zavala of
the 1st of May last, explained the mode in which it appeared to Her Majesty’s
Government that the two Governments might settle amicably the disputed afi'air
of the “Arrogante Emilio,” and likewise the accounts relating to the proceeds of
the Spanish vessels Which were condemned in 1853 by the Mixed Commission
Court at Havana. And General Zavala, in answer to that note, informed Lord
Howden, on the 27th of June,- 1856, that his proposals as to the adjustment of
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those matters appeared to be111 substance confoimable with what Her Catholic
Majesty’5 Government quuired and thought just; and that the proposals1n
question would accordingly be referred to the Captain—General of Cuba for his ‘
opinion thereupon.

I have to inform you that He1 Majesty’s Government have not since
received any further- communication from the Government of Her Catholic
Majesty with regard to the said proposals.

I beg leave, at the same time, to 1ei'er to a letter Which I addressed to
Senor Gonzalez on the 10th of June last, in answer to certain objections made
by the Spanish Government as to one of the items of the account of the Mixed
Commission at Sielra Leone, which was presented by Lord Howden to Her
Catholic Majesty’s Government on the 14th of August,1854; I believe that
those objections were iully and satisfactorily answeled, but Her Majestys
Government have not yet 1eceived fiom the. British Legation at Madrid any
report stating what may havebeen the final decision of the Spanish Government
upon that account.

I am, 850. ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 490.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My L01d, Foreign Ofi’ice, December II, 1856

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’5 information, a copy of a note which I
1eceived, in the month of August last, from Sefior Gdnzalez, the Spanish
Ministel at this Court, claiming from Her Majesty’5 Government the sum of
15,6231. 23. 3d. as compensation for the owners ofthe Spanish barque “Fei'nanda
Po,” which vessel was detained on the coast of Africa, in August 1855, by a
British c1u1zer, 011 a charge of being equipped for the Slave Trade, and was
subsequently wrecked1n the harbourof Sierra Leone.

And 1 also inciose a copy of the answer which I have returned to the Spanish
Minister’8 note.

' I am, 810.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 490.

Sefior Gonzalez to the Earl of Clarendon.
(Translation.)

My Lor,d V Spanish Legatz'on, August 5,1856.
THE sacred duty which Governments contract, to protect the properties

and pelSOl'lS of their subjects, cannot be set aside for any consideration opposed
to the incontiovertible principles of justice and the pubhc law of nations. _

When International Laws and Treaties establish rights protective of the
propeity and persons of subjects, Governments cannot, and ought not, to neglect
their well-founded claims, nor cease to p1otect the property,1iberty of commerce,
and industry of the claimants.

Actuated by these just feelings, Her Majesty’s Government commands me
to claim of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty the- losses and damages,
the costs and expenses sustained by the Spanish corvette “ Fernando Po,” the
ploperty of Don José Vidal y Rivas, a shipowner belonging to Barcelona, which
was captured by English cruizeis on the coast of Africa, near the Fort of
St. James,111 the roadsof Accra, on the 2nd August, 1855, and, after a slow
and tardy trial, Was acquitted by the Mixed Court of Sierra. Leohe, as your
Excellency will see by the accompanying documents in proof which Ihave the
honour to transmit, to be ieturned to me.

The detail of the facts, methodically and simply stated, will satisfy your
Excellency of the justice of this claim, and will convince you of the abuse of
power and of the fight of search committed by the Commanders of the English
cruizeis “Dolphin” and “ Minx,” Lieutenants Edmund Webber and Richard
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Henry Roe, stationed on the coast of Africa for the purpose ofputting down the
cruel and inhuman Trade in Slaves. V

The corvette “ Fernando Po ” and the schooner “ Mariana ” left the harbour

of Barcelona on the 16th June, 1855, for the purpose of trading in palm oil at

the Spanish Islands of Fernando Po and A'hnabon. These vessels, provided
With the necessary barrels to be filled with palm oil, and furnished with the
requisite documents and papers by the maritime authorities of Barcelona, certi~

fied by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in that city, departed for the place to

which they were bound under the command of Captain Torrens, who sailed in
the corvette. '

These ships, under the security of their right7 and with the confidence of

being duly auth orized, sailed for their destinatien, and had no difficulty in reaching

the Fort of St. James and Accra roads, where they were captured on the

2nd August, l855, by the Commanders of the “Dolphin” and “Minx,” notwith-

standing that they had their papers duly authqrized by the competent authorities,
and in spite of the legal protection granted by existing Treaties to vessels engaged

in licit trade.
Notwithstanding the remonstrances of Captain Torrens, the vessels “Fer-

nando Po ” and “ Mariana ” were carried to Sierra Leone, making a passage of

more than 500 leagues, to the great damage 91' the trading adventure.
So soon as these vessels arrived at that place, they were delivered up to the

care and custody of the English functionaries, and subjected to the adjudication

brought against them by Edmund Webber and Richard Henry Roe, who had

captured them.
When the case was tried, and the evidenee brought. forward, the innocence

of the captured vessels was admitted, as well as the injustice and guilt of' the

capturers, who, by an abuse of power, had given rise to such procedure.

The sentence of the Mixed Court of the 3rd November, 1855, completely

acquits' the said vessels, and, admitting that an indemnification for the losses and
damages caused to the said vessels was just, ordered 25L to be given to Captain

Torrens ; but, unfortunately, it was observed that, during the entire time of

nearly four months which the trial lasted, the vessels had been injured, and. the
greater part of their provisions lost by damage, and by the culpable neglect of
the English guards, who did not avert such serious losses.

In these circumstances, and with reference to the tenour of the Sentence
pronounced on the 3rd November, 1855, Captain Torrens asked for a survey of
the corvette “Fernando P0,” of 250 tons bqrthen, and of the'provisions and
goods contained in that vessel and in the schooner “ Mariana,” and the result of
this survey being that the vessels had suffered damage, and required much repair
that they might not be liable to shipwreck, which the corvette “Fernando Po ”
suffered subsequently, the Mixed Court resolved that these claims should be
brought before the Governments of Her Catholic Majesty and Her Britannie
Majesty, that justice might be done to the claimant.

All these facts are established in the dqeuments which I have the honour
to inclose, and particularly in No.16, which contains the aforesaid Judgments
and the resolution of the Court.

Your Excellency, with your judgment, will understand that, by the resolu-
tions of the Mixed Court of Sierra Leone, the right is admitted of an indemnity
to the said vessels for the losses, damages, costs, and expenses which the capture
eatised to them; and this explicit admission of the Mixed Court of Sierra Leone
is 1n conformity with the letter and spirit of the Treaty and Regulations on the
repression of the Slave Trade. '

The object of the Treaty and of the Regulations, which prohibit, under
severe penalties, this inhuman and cruel Traffic, has respected the liberty of
trade, and the right of the subjects of all nations to carry on that lawful trade
which is suitable to their interests; and for this reason penalties are established,
and responsibility for those who infringe the Treaty of the 28th June, 1835, and

_ the Regulations annexed thereto, and at the same time the indemnification is
specified which is due to acquitted vessels for each day of their detention, and
for the losses occasioned, after proof of these is shown.

V Unfortunately, the summary trial carried on by the Mixed Court of Sierra
Leone not only lasted more than twenty days, but even more than two months,
which is the longest period conter'nplated in Article III of the annexed Regula-
tion B, and therefore the said Court furnishes grounds for raising the losses,
damages, and demurrage to a, considerable sum.
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By Article VII of the said annexed Regulation B, it is established that
acquitted ships shall be justly and Wholly indemnified for all the costs of suit,
for all thelosses and damages which the owner may have suffered in consequence
of the capture and detention of the ships ; and in case the loss be total, as in the
present instance of the corvette “Fernando Po,” the claimant is to be indemnified
according to Regulations A, B, C, forthe loss of the vessel, her tackle, supplies,
and provisions, for all freight due and payable, or for demurrage, and. for the
value of the cargo of merchandize. . ,

From the facts stated, your Excellency will understand that, in accordance
With the letter and the spirit of the sentence ovaovember 3, 1855, and the
resolution of the 12th. December ofthe same year, an indemnification is just and
irrecusable ; and, the same is prescribed, with justice, in the Treaties and Regula-
tions respecting the Slave Trade mentioned before.

I therefore hope that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, taking"
into its serious consideration this claim, founded in the principles of justice, will
resolve that the sum of 75,844 hard dollars, 3 reals, and 14 maravedies (equivalent,
at the exchange of 491—76—d. per dollar, to 15,.623l. 23. 2d. sterling), be paid to the
house of Sefior Vidal‘y Rivas, of Barcelona, which sum is proved‘ by the docu-
ments accompanying this 3 of Which sum that which legally appertains will be
applied to the Prize Fund. ,

In order to obviate further losses to shipowners- and merchants who carry
on the trade in palm oil, or any other lawful commerce, and having respect to
the freedom of commerce, by which the responsibility may be avoided such as
has been incurred by the cruizers of Her Britannic Majesty on the African coast,
as well as the just claims caused by the abuse of force,I request your Excellency
to be pleased to issue the necessary orders to'the effect that the said cruizei's do
confine themselves to the strict observance of the Treaty' and Regulations, and
do not molest or disturb the freedom of trade of Her Catholic Majesty’s subjects
in those seas 01' in other seas. ’ '

I take, &c.
(Signed) ANTO. GONZALEZ.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 490.

, The Earl of Clarendon to Senior Comyn.‘

Sir, Foreign Oflice, December 4, 1856.
ON the 9th of August last I had the honour to inform Don Antonio

Gonzalez that I had referred to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s
Treasury the note which he addressed to me on the 5th of that month, claiming
compensation for the owners of the Spanish barque “ Fernando Po,” which was
detained on the coast of Africa in August 1855 by a British cruizer, en a Charge
of being equipped for the Slave Trade. ' .

The grounds upon Which Sefior Gonzalez stated that he made this claim,
were, that when the case of the “ Fernando P0” was tried by the Mixed British
and Spanish Court of Justice at Sierra Leone, it was proved that the captured
vessel was innocent, and that the captors were guilty of an abuse of power in
detaining her; and Sefion Gonzalez stated that the sentence of the 'Mixed Court
having admitted that the owners were entitled to receive compensation for the
damages and expenses which the capture caused to them, the Spanish Govern-
ment demanded, on their behalf, that they should be compensated in conformity
with the stipulationsof Article VII of Annex B to the Treatylbetween Great
Britain and Spain, of the 28th June, 1835, which points out the several heads
under which indemnification is to be awarded to‘ such vessels as‘shall have been
detained under the provisions Of the Treaty, but shall not have been condemned
as a legal prize by the Mixed Court of Justice ; and Sefior Gonzalez has
accordingly claimed for the owners of the “ Fernando Po” the sum of 15,623l.
2s. 3d.

I have the honour to observe that the above-mentioned Article of Annex B
does not apply to the case of the “Fernando Po,” because in that case the
Judges both pronounced that the captors were justified in seizing and sending
her to Sierra Leone to be adjudicated in the Mixed British and Spanish
Commiési'on Court. , '

The ground upon which this vessel was seized was, that she had on board
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a large quantity of water-casks in direct violation of the 6th clause of Article X of

the Treaty with Spain. of 1835, which stipulates that ifa vessel should have on board

an extraordinary number of water-casks, and if the master should not produce

a certificate from the custom—house of the place from which she cleared out—

Wards, stating that a suflicient security had been given by the owners of such

vesSel that such extra quantity of casks should only be used to hold palm oil,

or for other purposes of lawful commerce, the vessel shall be condemned and

declared lawful prize, unless satisfactory evidence upon the part of the owners

shall establish that such vessel was, at the time of her detention, employed in

some legal pursuit ; and Article XI of the same Treaty stipulates, that if any of

the things specified in Article X shall be found in any merchant-vessel, neither the

master nor the owner, nor any person whatever interested in her equipment or

cargo, shall be entitled to compensation for losses or damages, even though the

Mixed Court of Justice should not pronounee any sentence of condemnation.

As it was proved upon the trial that there was an extra quantity of water-

casks on board the “ Fernando Po,” and as the master of that vessel was not

provided with the above-mentioned certificate, the Court pronounced that there

was~suflicient ground for the detention of the vessel; but at the same time the

Judges being satisfied with the evidence prqduced on the part of the master,

showing that the excessive number of casks which he had on board were intended

to hold palm oil, the Court decided that there was not sufficient ground for her

condemnation, and they deci-eed that the “ Fernando Po” should be restored to

her owners, but without costs, damages, or expenses consequent upon her

seizure and detention.
Sefior Gonzalez appears to have supposed that the sum of 25L mentioned

in his letter, was awarded by the Court to Captain Torrens, the master of the

captured vessel, as compensation for the losses and damages sustained by him

and by the owners, and that the Court intended that the British and Spanish

Governments should afterwards settle what further compensation the owners

should receive; but it will be seen on reference to the proceedings, that the

award in question of 251. was not made with that view, but that it was made

upon the report of the practical men who were employed to survey the vessel in

conformity with an order which is to be found at the conclusion of the sentence,

and Which directed that the expense of refitting the vessel for sea was to be

borne by the captors; and according the mpiety of that award payable by the

British Government was paid at Sierra Leone to the agent of the Spanish

owners.
The question which was left by the Judges for the decision of the two

Governments related to the circumstance pf the “ Fernando Po” having been

beached by her crew in a place where she grpuuded upon a rock, and received so

much injury that she was condemned as unseaworthy, with regard to which

gccgrrence the following minute was signed by the British and Spanish

11 ges :— y ‘
“With reference to that part of the Decree of the Court in the case of the

restored Spanish barque “Fernando Po,” stating that the expense of refitting her

for sea as she was at the time of detention, should be divided between the

captors and claimant. which refitment was ascertained by an authorized Surveyor

of the Court to amount to the sum of 251., it is now determined by the Judges

of the said Court, that as the “ Fernando Pa” has subsequently become a wreck,

and cannot therefore be refitted, this matter should be left for the decision of the

two Governments of England and Spain.” ' i
I observe that Sefior Gonzalez further states that the owners of the

“‘ Fernando P0” are entitled to claim damages and demurrage on account of the
proceedings of the Court having extended beyond twenty days, and having

occupied more than two months. . ,

With regard to this claim, I have referred t9 the minutes of the trial, and

I find that the case of the “ Fernando Po ” was admitted into Court on the 11th

of September, and that the final sentence was pronounced on the 30th October ;

and' although the proceedings in this case were unusually lengthy, and the

adjudication of the vessel was delayed for some days owing to the illness of the ‘

Prectors on both sides, nevertheless the decision on the case was pronounced

before the expiration of the period specified in the Treaty.
Under the circumstances above stated, it appears clearly that the captors "of

the ."‘Fernando Po” Were fully justified in seizing and Sending that vessel to
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Sierra Leone, and in proceeding against her before the Mixed British and
Spanish Court there established, and that the captors would have been guilty
of a neglect of duty if they had not so acted. '

It appears also, that the Court was entirely borne out by the facts proved
in evidence, and by the terms of the Treaty, in deciding, as they did, that the
owners of the vessel were not entitled to receive costs or damages consequent
upon her seizure and detention. '

And as, under the said Treaty, that Court is the only tribunal competent
to decide between the British captors and the owners of this ship or cargo, Her
Majesty’s Government must decline to entertain the claim for compensation
made by the Spanish Government on behalf of' Messrs. Vidal and Rivas.

You will observe that in the foregoing remarks there is no mention made
of the Spanish vessel called the “ Mariana,” which is represented in Sefior
Gonzalez’ letter to have been seized at the same time as the “ Fernando Po,”
and to have been taken to Sierra Leone by the same captors. But as Her
Majesty’s Government are not aware that the “Mariana” was so seized or
conveyed to Sierra Leone, as no proceedings were taken against her in the
Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone= and as no demand for compensation
has been made in that case, I have not thought it necessary to address to you
any observations with regard to that Vessel, although an affidavit was made
before the Court in the course of the trial of the “ Fernando Po,” showing that
the “ Mariana” was the consort of the former vessel, and that her proceedings
on the coast of Africa led to a suspicion that she was intended to be employed
in the Slave Trade.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 491.

Lord Haw'den t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received December 19.)

My Lord, v Madrid, December 14, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a translation of a note

I' have received from the Marquis of Pidai, in answer to one I framed 011 your
Lordship’s despatch of the 25th ultimo, concerning certain authorisation
Which the Spanish Government is desirous should be transferred to the Consuls
of Her Catholic Majesty on the western coast of Africa.

I have, 810.
(Signed) VHOWDEN.
 

 

Inclosure in No. 491.

The Marquis de Pidal to Lord Howden. '

(Translation) ,

Most Excellent Sir, Madrid, December 12, 1856.
I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s note, dated the

3rd instant, in which you are pleased to state to me that the British Govern-
ment cannot accede to the Wishes expressed in the note from my predecessor in
office, Sefior Pastor Diaz, respecting the transmission to the authorities of the
British possessions 0n the western coast of Africa, and tc the commanders :of
cruizers, ofthe‘ proper instructions, in consequence of the orders sent to Spanish
Consuls, directing them to furnish the masters of vessels boundfor the aforesaid
coast of Africa, with the certificate mentioned in Article X of the Treaty for the
suppression of the Slave Trade. ' ,

Her Majesty’s Government entertains the belief that this refusal is to be
exclusively attributed to an erroneous interpretation of the Spirit and real object
of the aforesaid instructions to Spanish Consuls, and theretbre indulges in the
hope that, so soon as the etficienCy ot' the argument on which the opposition of
the British Government to the measure in question is founded Will have been
destroyed, the Goyernment of Her Britannia Majesty Will take, on its part, the
necessary steps in order that the instructions in question may be carried into
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effect. But before entering into the examination of' the arguments contained in
your Excellency’s note, it is expedient, for the purpose I have in View, that I
ghould state to your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government, faithful to its
determination of persevering in the work of repression of the Slave Trade, has
only granted the authorisation for Spanish Consuls to issue the certificates in
question after a minute and attentive examination of the matter, which has
produced in its mind the conviction that snch a measure can by no means
obstruct the means of persecution against the above-mentioned Traflic, its object
being, as it really is, only to afl'ord protection to a branch of bond fide commerce,
the interests of which considerably engross, at this moment, the attention of all
Governments, and most particularly that of the British Government. It was
under this point of view that the Spanish Cabinet thought the measure alluded
to would have been appreciated, and therefore omitted/t'he'explanations which I
now hasten to submit to your Excellency’s upitight/judgment, in answer to your
aforesaid note.

Your Excellency pretends, that by the measure in question an alteration is
introduced into the above-mentioned Article X, which does away with the only
means which the commanders of cruizers have for preventing the Slave Trade,
and counteracts the provisions of that Article, since the custom-house autho—
rities, and not the Consuls, are the only responsible functionaries who can
require from the masters of vessels, carrying on. board a large number of empty
casks, the proper securities with regard to the use for which they are intended.

In order to reply to the two points constituting the foregoing argument, it
will suffice to make one single observaticn which naturally flows from the
analysis of the aforesaid Article X, and fi'om the study of its spirit and principal
ob'ect.

J In that Article are specified, in the first place, the objects which are to he
Considered as primdfacie evidence of a vessel being destined to the Slave Trade;
but in the paragraph No. 6, on mentioning, amongst the aforesaid objects,
empty casks in great number, as such casks may be used, and are even indis-
pensable, for certain Operations of lawful trade, it was stipulated that the exhi-
bition, on the part of the masters of vessels carrying such casks on board, of a
certificate, attesting the legitimate destination thereof, issued by the custom-
house authority of the place of their departure, should be sufficient to guarantee
them against the action of cruizers. It was likewise necessary to obtain a
security, that under the shade of pretended operations of lawful trade, the-
persecution of cruizers should not be eluded; and it was for this purpose that
the pecuniary deposit, referred to in the aforesaid Article X, was established, as
a security that the empty casks on board a vessel bound for the ceast of Africa
will be employed in the conveyance of palm oil or of any Other sort of oil, and
not in being filled up with water for the necessities of a cargo of negroes.

Here appears, therefore, in the first place, and in an indubitable manner,
the' intention of guaranteeing the bond fide commerce, and of leaving open to it
the intercourse with the African perts ; and it likewise appears clearly and
decidedly proved, that the true security as to the destination of vessels carrying
the aforesaid empty casks on board, is the pecuniary deposit, and' not the class
or category of the functionary who exacts that security, in conformity with
Article X of the Treaty. Consequently, no alteration nor modification what-
soever is introduced in the essence of the Treaty, and still less is any obstruction
caused to the object of the same by the circumstance of the person before whom
the aforesaid deposit is made being a custom-hquse officer or a Consul, provided
that he be a formally constituted authority, since it is the deposit which essentially
and principally constitutes the desired security respecting the destination of
vessels which carry empty casksin their expeditions to Africa.

With regard to the moral authority of the functionary Who issues. the
certificate after the aforesaid security has been deposited, it seems to be greater
in a Consul than in a custom-house officer, since the former exercises functions
of a higher character than the latter; he also performs acts which are peculiar
to the depositaries of public faith, in everything relative to the voluntary juris-
diction between subjects of his own nation ; and his assertions are officially
relied on in matters of such great transcendency as the public health, as, for‘
instance, bills of health, certified by a Consul, are the principal guarantee for
preventing the propagation of contagious diseases. Moreover, the two above-
mentioned functionaries are equally liable to condign punishment if they betray
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the confidence deposited in them; and they are responsible, with their personal
property, for the abuses they may commit in the exercise of their respective
functions, being both subordinate officers of the same Government, which cannot
establish any difl'erence between them. It a would, therefore; be illogical to
consider the certificate alluded to in Article X of the Treaty, as being of minor
force and value for the cruizers, when granted by a Consul, than if issued by a
,custom—house functionary, whose moral authority and responsibility are not
superior to that of the former agent. '

Your Excellency therefore will, I have no doubt, acknowledge that there is
no well-founded motive whatever for supposing, as the British Government does,
that by a Consul granting the certificate in question in the same form, and
under identical circumstances, as that issued by a eustom-house functionary, the
cruizers are deprived of the most efficient means of persecuting the Traffic in'
Slaves. , , .

On the other hand, the adoption of a measure such as that taken by 'the
Spanish Government, and which is not inconsistent with the aforesaid Article X,
since this Article acknowledges the necessity of protecting lawful trade with the
ports of Africa, was so absolutely indispensable that it could no longer be

, deferred without inflicting serious injury on the commercial interests of' Spain.
It is not always convenient for the expeditions intended for the African continent
to sail directly from the Peninsula, carrying already on board the casks wanted
for the palm oil; and there may be some cases in which it is preferable for them
to take goods destined for some port in Europe, in which they take on board the
casks in question, and thence sail for the coast of Africa. In such cases if the
Spanish Consul resident at the port in which they perform that operation does
not furnish them with the certificate required by Article X of the Treaty, and
cannot, therefore, take there on board the casks they want, they are obliged to
proceed to a port in Spain, With great pecuniary sacrifices and loss of time, for
the sole purpose of obtaining the aforesaid document, and taking there the
casks ; and should they, in consequence of the better quality or cheapness of
such casks, take them at the foreign port and ‘sail with them for Spain, in order
to obtain from a custom-house authority the required certificate, they are
exposed to be detained on the way by some cruizer, and subjected to a criminal
prosecution of the most ruinous consequences. .

The object of the measure in question has been to preventso serious and
transcendental injury to Spanish commerce, and Her Majesty’s Government is
confident that When it shall have been justly appreciated, in its spirit and
tendency, by the upright judgment of the British Government; it will deserve its
conformity and approbation, without it being necessary to resort to new argu-
ments in order to prove the imperious duty, on the part of the Spanish Govern-
ment, to contribute to the success of Spanish expeditions trading With the ports
of Africa, in the same manner as is done with English expeditions and those of
other nations, which have the free power of trading with the natives’of that part
of the'werld. ' ' ,

In conclusion, I request your Excellency will have the goodness to- commu-
nicate thisnote to your Government, which, I entertain the hope, will issue, in
consequence of the foregoing statements, the instructiOns alluded to- in the.
above-mentioned note from my predecessor in office.

I avail, &c. _
(Signed) EL MARQUIS DE PIDAL.
 

No. 492.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

MyLord, Foreign Ofice,'December 15; 1856.
I ‘TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s‘ information, copies of a

deepatch which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba}
stating that 600 African slaves were landed at Sierra Morena on the' 18th of
October last; and that it was well known at Havana that the parties conCerned
in this criminal adventure had profitably disposed of the slaves in question.

’ I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

' * No.542.
» CLASS B.
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No. 493.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, que'ign Oflce, January 10, 1857.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordehip’s information: a copy of a

despatch from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Coq'su-l-General in Cuba,* containing

further information respecting the disembarkation of a cargo of African slaves at

Sierra Morena, reported in his despatch of the 1st November last, copy of which

was inclosed to your Lordship, in my despatch of the l5thyof‘December last.

I also transmit copies of two further despatches from Mr. Crawfordfi report-

ing that two cargoes of African slaves, numbering 500 and 400 respectively,

have been landed at Las Charcas and Zarza, in the districts of Sancti Espiritu

and Trinidad. And your Lordship will perceive, from another despatch from

Mr. Crawford, copy of which is also inclosedi that he has denounced to the

CaptainaGeneral of Cuba the intended landing of a third cargo in the neighbour-

hood of Granadillo and Sierra Morena, by the Spanish brigantine ‘F Paquete

dc Trinidad,” which vessel, ‘at the date of Mr. Crawford’s despatch, was hourly

expected trim; the coast of Africa. '
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 494.

Lord Howdeh to the Earl of Clarendon.r—(Receiz)ed January 13.)

My Lord, Madrid, January 3, 1857.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 7th of May last, transmitting the

answer of General Zavala respecting the circumstances attending the landing

of 525 Bozal negroes ,at Sierra Morena, in Cuba, on the 14th of February

last, I have now the honour to transmit to you1f Lordship translation of a note I

have received from Her Catholic Majesty’s Sectretary of State for Foreign Affairs,

stating that although all the efforts of his Excellency the Captain—General of
Cuba to carry out the orders of his Government for the suppression of the Slave
Trade did not suflice to prevent the landing of Africans referred to—the number
of them. being, however, much smaller than that stated by Mr. Consul—General

Crawford to Her Majesty’s Government—the Lieutenant-Governor ot‘ Sagua

caused the Captain in command of the district to be not only suspended, but to

be committed to prison, there to await the issue of the legal proceedings insti-

tuted against him; whilst various other persons have been also arrested on
suspicion of being concerned in, the transaction in question, and two of them,

natives of Portugal, have been expelled from the island.
, I have, &c.

(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in No. 434.

The Marquis de Pidal to Lord Howden.
(Translation)

Most Excellent Sir, . Madrid, DeceMber 29, 1856.

ON the, 3rd of May last, General Zavala stated to your Excellency, in
reply to the note from the British Legation of the lst of the same month, in
which‘it was denounced that a disembarkation of Bozal negroes had taken place
at Sierra Morena, in the Island of Cuba, that the necessary instructions had
been sent to the Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, directing his Excellency
to report what he might know upon the subject, and to adopt the proper
measures for the purpose of preventing, in future, the repetition of acts so

a No. 543. + Nos. 545 and 546. :1: No. 544.
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contrary to the Laws and Treaties as that which was supposed to have been
perpetrated at Sierra Morena. ‘

General Concha has, consequently, transmitted to the Government his
report upon the subject, from which it appears that his Excellency, havingreceived trustworthy information that. the disembarkation denounced by yourExcellency was going to take place, immediately issued peremptory orders, notonly to the Lieutenant-Governor of Sagua, but also to the other Governors ofthe- neighbouring districts, enjoining them, on their strictest responsibility, totake all necessary precautions for the seizure Qf .the expedition in questiOH.The Lieutenant-Governors of Remedies and Cardenas displayed the utmostpossible zeal, and by their aétive measures prevented the landing from beingeffected in their respective jurisdictions. The Lieutenant-Governor of Sagua,“although he acted with the same activity, and notwithstanding his havingresorted to stronger means of persecution since the. 8th of February, when hereceived General Coneha’s instructions to that effect, yet he could not preventthe landing in question, which took place at a place called Sierra Morena, in thedistrict of Rancho Velon, although the number of landed slaves was considerablysmaller than that mentioned by Mr. Crawford to the English Government.The Lieutenant—Governor, however, suspended' from his functions theCaptain commanding the aforesaid district, ‘so soon as he heard of the event;
and General Concha, in his turn, not only ordered his definitive dismissal fromhis post, but also sent him in confinement to the Castle of Fernandina de Jagua,in the jurisdiction. of Cienfuegos; whilst the Alcalde Mayor of Jagua proceeded,on his part, with the greatest activity to the'formation of the proper judicialproceedings, which are at present under the examination of the Royal Pretoria]Audiencia (Court of Justice) of the island. ‘ ' , ;

The Alcalde Mayor caused several individuals, who were found out to beimplicated in the landing in question, to be arrested, two of whom, namedJoaquim Alhar' Pinto and José Maria Andido, Portuguese subjects, were expelledfrom the island. The process, being finished, must already have been trans-' mitted to the above-mentioned Royal Audiencia, in order that this Court ofJustice may pronounce the definitive sentence according to justice.
Your Excellency will be pleased to observe, from the foregoing statement,that the authorities of Cuba, obeying, on this as on every other occasion, theorders they receive from Her Majesty’s Government, have spared, on their part,no means nor effort whatsoever for the purpose of preventing the disembarkationdefiounced by your Excellency, which took place on a minor scale than thatwhich had been supposed; whilst they have made every possible exertion'to theeffect of bringing under the action of the Courts of Justice all those persons whomay have been implicated in the disembarkation in question.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) EL MARQUIS DE PIDAL.

 

'No. 495. V

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, ' ' ' Foreign Oflice, Jannarle, 1857. _
WITH referenCe to my despatches of the 15th of December last and

of the 10th instant, I transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information,
copies of two further deepatches from Her Majesty’s Consul—General at theHavana,* inclosing copies qf the answers returned by the Captain—General of 'Cuba to the letters which Mr. Crawford addressed to him denouncing the
landing of cargoes of African slaves at Las Charcas and Sierra Morena.

I am, &c. 4
(Signed) CLARENDON:

 

* Nos. 547 and 54s; '
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No. 496. .

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received January 31.)

My Lord, Madrid, January 25, 1857.

~I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a translation of a note

from Her Catholic Majesty’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, announcing the nomina-

tion of a. Spanish Judge according to Treaty :fin the Mixed Court at the Havana.
‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in Now. 496.

The fl/Iarqm's dc Pidal to Lord Howden.
(Translation)

Most Excellent Sir, Madrid, January 22, 1857.

I HAVErthe honour to inform your Excellency that the Director-General
of the Colonial Department has written to me, under date of the 5th instant,

stating that he has received a communication from the Governor and Superin-

tendent of Cuba, informing him that Don José Manuel Espelius, the Spanish

Judge lately appointed to the Mixed Court of Justice established in the Havana,

is already discharging his functions in that Cqurt, in the legal manner prescribed

in Annex B of the Treaty Which was concluded in theyear 1835, between Spain
and England for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

’ I avail, 810.
(Signed) EL MARQUIS DE PIDAL.

 

No. 497.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Receéved January 31.)

(Extract) Madrid, January 25, 1857.

GREAT efforts are made, even by individuals come over from Cuba. and

Porto Rico for the purpose, to obtain permission to a scheme already organized
for the introduction of nominally free negroee into the above islands.

 

No. 498.

The Earl of ClarendOn to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Office, February 3, 1857 .
I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch of the 25th ultimo, stating

that great efforts are being made to prevail upon the Spanish Government
to sanction a scheme which has been organized for introducing nominally
free negroes into Cuba and Porto Rico ; and I have to instruct you to do every-7
thmg in your power in order to prevent the adoption of this project.

- I am,.&c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

No. 499.,

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, February 5, 1857.
WITH reference to my despateh of the 10th ulti'mo, Which inclosed

a eopy of Mr. Crawford’s of the 10th December, 1856, stating that 400
. Afrlcans had been landed near Zarza ; I transmit herewith a. copy of a further
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despatch which I have received from Mr. Crawford.* stating that the landing in '
question did not take place near Zarza, but that 400 Africans were landed about
the same time near Santa Cruz, a port considerably to the eastward of Zarza;

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 500.

The Eav'l of Clarendon to Lord‘Howden.

My Lord, ' Foreign Ofiice, February 5, 1857. A
1 TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a

despatch from Mr. Crawford, &c.,’r stating that he has informed the Captain-
General of two disembarkations of Africans, one consisting of 485 who were
landed near Sagua, and the other of 304 who were landed at the Rio Dominica.

‘ I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON. .

 

No. 501.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, February 7, 1857. ;
\VITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 14th December

last, I have to instruct you to inform the Marquis de Pidal that Her Majesty’s
Govern ment have attentively considered the, observations contained in his Excel-
lency’s letter to you of the 12th December, explaining the motives which 123d
Sefior Pastor Diaz to authorize Spanish Consuls to issue the certificates which
are required by the 6th clause of Article X of the Treaty between Great Britain
and'Spain of the 28th June, 1835. ' T ‘

It appears that the authority in question was given by a circular of the
28th September, 1856, which was published in the official Gazette of Madrid,
stating that it was not convenient; upon all occasions, for Spanish merchant-
vessels trading to the coast of Africa for palm oil to comply with the provisions
of Article X of the said Treaty, one of the clauses of which Article ' obliges the
master of a vessel carrying an extra number of casks to provide himself with a.
certificate from the custom-house, of the port from whence he clears out, showing
that a sufficient security has been given by the owners of such vessels that such
extra quantity of casks should only be used to hold palm oil, or for other purpoSes
of lawful commerce. ‘ ' ‘ ’

And in order to prevent this alleged inconvenience, the Spanish Consuls at
foreign ports have been authorized to issue the certificate in question, and to
take security from the masters or from the consignees of Spanish vessels wanting
to take in casks at a foreign port. ‘ ,. . t

The Spanish Government have thus made, without consulting Her Majesty’s
Government, the other Contracting Party to the Treaty of the 28th June, 1835,
three material alterations in a very important Article of that Treaty. The first
alteration consists in conceding to Spanish vessels liberty to take in extra casks,
and to obtain certificates accordingly, at foreign ports, and 'not at the port of
ciearance only, as stipulated in the Treaty; the second alteration substitutes
Consular for custom—house certificates; and the third fixes the amount of secu-
rity at three times the value of the empty casks, and allows that security to be
given by the-master of the vessel, or by her consignee, instead of by the owner,~
as provided in the Treaty. . 7 , , ,

With regard to the permission given to the masters of Spanish vessels bound
to Africa to provide themselves with casks in foreign ports, you will observe that
this course of proceeding is not permitted by the Treaty; and could not be'granted
to British vessels by Her Majesty’s Government without a violation of the
British Law which was passed 'in 1836, embodying all/the provisions of the
Treaty of 1835. ' ' ' ' ' ' , ' ‘

t No.552. . ' , ,r No.553¢
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'Moreover, the Marquis of Pidal must be aware that all the maritime Powers
of Europe have entered into Treaties with Great Britain similar to the said
Treaty of June 1835, between Great Britain and Spain, and, consequently, that
Spanish vessels trading to the coast of Africa are only subject to the same
restrictions in regard to the shipment of extra casks as the vessels of Great
Britain and those of other European Powers. v

With regard to the employment of Consuls instead of the custom-hOuse
authorities in the duty of' issuing certificates and taking bail, it appears to Her
Majesty’s Government that it might become easy for the slave-dealers to evade
the Treaty if the authority given thereby to the Department of the Customs in
both countries were to be superseded, and if that authority were to be transferred
to the British and Spanish Consuls, because Consuls are, generally speaking,
mercantile or commercial men, and may have an interest in conniving at the
illicit transactions which the certificates are intended to prevent.

The new mangement made by the Spanish Government, whereby the
masters or consignees of vessels are designated as the parties who are to give
bail for the legal employment of the oasks, instead of the owners of the vessels,
as provided by the Treaty, also appears to Her Majesty’s Government to be
open to serious objection. V

The 6th clause of Article X of the Treaty specifically directs that the bail
is to be given by the owner, and inBritish ports it is invariably given in the sum
of 5001., whilst it is now proposed by the Spanish Government that this security
should only he to the amount of three times the value of the casks, which is a
mere trifle, and can be no guarantee to guard against a breach of the Treaty
being committed.

In communicating the above remarks to the Spanish Minister for Foreign
Afl'airs, your Lordship will state to his Excellency that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment are convinced that they would be throwing open a door to an extensive
revival of the African Slave Trade, if they were to consent to alter the stipula-
tions of the Treaty of 1835 between Great Britain and Spain, either by devolving
'upon Consuls the responsible duty of issuing certificates and taking bail, or by
adopting any of the other alterations of that Treaty which are contained in the
Spanish circular of the 28th September, 1856; because, as Great Britain has
concluded, with fifteen other Powers, Anti—Slave Trade Treaties, containing the
same Equipment Article as that now under consideration, Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment must be prepared to grant to those Powers, as well as to British subjects,
the same relaxation of that Article which it is now proposed that they should
concede to Spain.

And you will, in conclusion, state that Her Majesty’s Government still
consider the relaxation in question to be entirely at variance With the spirit and
intentions of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain of June 28, 1835, and
Her Majesty’s Government are therefore unable to comply with the proposal of
Spanish Government. '

I am, 8w.
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

.. No. 502.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, . Foreign Ofice, March 9, 1857.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copies of two

despatches which I have received - from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the
Havana} relative to the landing of two cargoes of slaves in the River Monati and
at Jibaro, on the Coast of Cuba, and reporting the communications which have
passed between him and General Concha on the occasion of his denouncing to
the Captain-General the disembarkations in question.

I am, &c. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘* Nos. 557 and 558.
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N0. 503. '

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, March 10, 1857..
I TRANSMIT herewith a- copy of a despatc‘h which I have received, from

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Havana,*. containing their report upon the Slave
Trade in Cuba during the year 1856, and inclosing a Return of the number of
slaves ianded in the course of that year.

In communicating the substance of the inelosed report to the Spanish
Minister for Foreign Affairs, ydur Lordship will inform his Excellency that Ihave instructed Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana to draw the serious
attention of the Captain-General of Cuba to the fact that the .siave-traders find
no difliculty in obtaining “cedulas,” ‘01- tickets of registration, for the newly-imported slaves ; and you will express the hope 'of Her Majesty’s Government
that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty will send such instructions to the
Captain-Genera] (of Cuba as may have the efl'ect of putting a stop to this flagrant
abuse ' . ‘

I transmit herewith, for your information, copy of the adiespagteh Which I have
addressed to Mr. Crawford upon ”this suhjectqL

' I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 504. .

The Earl of Clarendon (to Lord Howden. Y

My Lord, ' Foreign Ofiee,' March 20,1857.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a cOpy of adeepatch which I have received from Mr. Crawford, Her 'Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana,1 inclosing copies of a. correspondence With the Captain-General of Cuba relative to the landing of two further cargoes of slaves in that

islands; one at or nearJibaro, the other in the District of Bahia Honda.
I am, &c. - , _ '

y (Signed) ' CLARENDON.
 

No. 505.

The Emil 0f Clarendon -to .LoxrdHOwde’n. . »
My Lord, ' Foreign iOfice, March30, 1857.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a letteraddressed by Commodore Adams, the Commanderrin-chief of Her Majesty’s
naval forces on ’th’e‘west coast of Africa, to the Secretary to the Admiralty,
reporting his having boarded the Spanish "Ibarque “ Conchita” off Accra, andstating his suspicions that she was intended to be employed in the “Slave Trade,but that he had not detained her because the master produced. a certificatesigned by Mr. Baker, Her {Majesty’s Consul at Barcelona, stating that (the ownersof the “ Conchita” had entered into the usual securities that the vessel Wasengaged in lawful commerce. , ' ' , y '

' I also inclose copies eof’a letter to the Admiralty,- nd of a despatoh whichIhave addressed to Mr. Baker,§ relating to this matter.‘ ' [I , ' '
y _ t , I am,«&c. _ ,

(Signed) , " ’ " CLARENDON.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 505. .
Commodore Adams to the Secretary to the Admiralty. '

Sir, “ Scourge,” of Accra, February 7, 1857.
I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners ofthe Admiralty, that this morning I boarded (about ten“ miles to the westward of
* Class A,1\_Td.,42. 1‘ No. 562. 1 No. 564 . ‘§ No. 506.
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this place) a Spanish barque, named the “ Conchita,” twenty-two days out from
Barcelona and Gibraltar. She has on board a very suspicious cargo, consisting
of leaguers, plank, rum, and tobacco; but the master produces a certificate
signed by Mr. James Baker, Her Majesty's Consul at Barcelona, stating that
the owners, Messrs. Vidal and Riba, of that city, had entered into the usual
securities that the vessel was engaged in legal trade, and that the unusual
number of leaguers and the plank were intended for the palm-oil trade. Under
such circumstances, of course I could not detain her ; but I nevertheless enter-
tain a very strong surmise that, if not watched and prevented, she would ship a
cargo of slaves; or, failing that, take on heard a legal cargo. I shall, conse-
quently, give directions to the cruizers under :my orders to watch her narrowly.

2. I seize this occasion to suggest the expediency of the Commanders of
the different cruizers on this station being supplied with fac-similes of the signa-
tures of the Consular officers at those foreign places at which the certificates
alluded to are in the habit of being granted ; or, if this should be deemed incon-
venient, that such certificates should be given under the Consular seal or stamp,
in order to provide against any collusion or forgery.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN ADAMS.

 

Inclosure 2 in N9. 505.

The Earl of Shelburne to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 21, 1857.
I HAVE laid before the Earl of Clarendon your letter of the 14th_instant,

inclosing a copy of one from Commodore Adams, reporting his having boarded
the Spanish barque “ Conchita,” ofi' Accra, and stating his suspicions that she
was intended to be employed in the Slave Trade; but the Commodore adds
that as the master produced a certificate signed by Mr. Baker, Her Majesty’s
Consul at Barcelona, stating that the owners of the “ Conchita” had entered
into the usual securities that the vessel was engaged in lawful trade, he could
not, of course, detain her; and he suggests, with the view to prevent the com-
manders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on' the coast of Africa from being imposed
upon by fictitious certificates, that they should be furnished with fac-sirniles of
the signatures of such of Her Majesty’s Consuls as are in the habit of granting
certificates similar to the one produced by the master of the “ Conchita.”

In reply, I am to request that you wilt state to the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, that the provisions of the Anti-Slave Trade Treaty with Spain
do not require British Consuls to issue certificates similar to that furnished by
Mr. Baker in the case of the “ Conchita ;” but the Treaty does require that the
master of a vessel having on board any of the articles prohibited by the Treaty,
among Which are planks and leaguers, which formed part of the cargo of the
“ Conchita,”'shall produce a certificate from the Customs authorities at the

' place from whence she cleared, stating that a sufficient security had been given
by the owners of the vessel that such articles are intended to be used for
purposes of lawful commerCe, and unless the master of the “ Conchita” was
furnished with the certificate required by Treaty, that vessel was liable to seizure
and might have been detained by Commodore Adams.

I am to add that Lord Clarendon is not aware that any other ofHer Majesty’s
Consular Officers are in the habit of issuing certificates of the nature of the one
furnished by Mr. Baker to the master of the “Conchita ;” and I am to state that
instructions will be sent to Mr. Baker directing him to abstain from issuing
similar certificates for the future.

I am, &c.
(Signed) , SHELBURNE.
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No. 506.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Baker

Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 21,1857.
I HAVE received from the Board of Admiralty a copy of a letter addressed

to that Board by CommodoreAdams, the Commander—in-chief of Her Majesty’s
Naval Forces on the west coast of Africa, reporting his having boarded the
Spanish barque “ Conchita” ofi' Acc1a, and stating that he suspected that she
was intended to be employed1n the Slave 'lrade, but he adds that as the master
of the “ Conchita,” produced a certificate signed by you, stating that the owners
of the vessel had entered into the usual security that she was engaged inlawful
commerce, he could not of course detain her.

I have to state to you that the provisions of the Anti-Slave Trade Treaty
between this country and Spain do not require British Consuls to furnish the
masters of Spanish vessels With certificates similar to the one supplied byyou
to the master of the “ Conchita” but the T1eaty does require that the master of
a vessel having on board any of the articles prohibited by Treaty, amongst
Which are leaguers and planks, Which formed part of the cargo of the “ Conchita,”
shall produce a certificate fiom the Customs authorities at the place from whence
she cleared, stating that a sufficient security has been given bythe owners 0f
the vessel that such articles are intended to be used for purposes of lawful com-
merce, and unless the master of the “ Conchita” was fuinished with the certifi-
cate required by Treaty, the document supplied by you ought not to have
prevented her being detained.

I have therefore to desire that you Will abstain f01 the future fiomIssuing
certificates similar to the one supplied by you in the cise of the “ Conchita.”

am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

CLASS B.
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' No. 507.

Consul— General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 1.)

My Lord. Havana, February 26, 1856.

I HAVE, the honour of acknoWledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

fiaspateh dated the 19th ultimo,* in Which, with reference to my despatch

of the 1st of June last; your Lordship transmits, for my information, a ccpy of

SI deepatch whieh you had received from Lord Howden, inclosing a copy of the

; anSWer returned by the Spanish Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, “to the representa-

; tion which Lord Howden addressed to him upon the subject of my said

des atch.
P I have considered M. de Zavala’s note of. the 4th of last month, and I

certainly so far’agree with his Excellency as to admit the great difficulty there

was in Watching the fate of so many emancipados; and that consequently there

must, have been, not only some, but many, abuses. But there is undoubtedly

great blame attached: to the authorities for not having adopted such measures as

would have efiectuallyhindered such abuses as, notoriously and to a very great

eitent, were practised from the year 1825 to the calling in of all the emancipados,

and lacing them under their present footing. It is firom the various “expedieutes”
Whig » have been formed by General Conqha’s direction, for the purpose of

discovering the truth respecting those‘unfort'unate people, that it became known

to What an iniquitous extent the abuses had been carried on, and their reSuIt, as

reported to your Lordship in my despatch of June last, was arrived at, by a

gradient calculation, for there is great uncertainty upon the subject; and all that
' as been done by these laudable investigations under the present Captain-

General’s orders, only confirms the fact of there being so many of the emancipados
Who were consigned to various masters respecting Whom there are no certain

accounts, Who have not appeared, and who, there is but too much reason to

believe, are filling the places of so many of the slaves deceased upon the-planta—

tions, and so eunningly have such substitutions of the livingemancipados for

the dead slaves been made that it would ,be useless for the authorities to inter-

fere, .aan I am very much afraid that nothing would be gained by further inquiry :

the laxity of the GoVernment for a period from 1825 to 1853 cannot now be
remedied. - .

. I have, 48cc.
(Signed) JQS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 508.

Contul- General Ordwford to the Earl of Clarendon.~——(Received April 1.)

(Extract) 1 Havana, February 28, 1856.

. I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatc‘h dated the 1st instantfi transmitting for my information copies of
ades‘patch which your. Lordship addressed to Lord Howden upon the subject
{45f myridEsPatchyof the 31‘s!) of October last, and of that which your Lordship had
matted from him in reply, inclosing the copy of a note from M. de Zavala to

* Clasé 3', presentéfl 1956, No; 397. , i me, No. 401.
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his Lordship in answer to the representation which he addressed to'the Spanish
Government by your Lordship’s instruction upon the subject of my said
despatch.

M. de Zavala in his note now under my consideration, has recourse to.
the argument, comparing Bozal negroes to any other species of contraband,
which has so often been availed of by those who are disposed to exculpate the; ‘
authorities of this island with regard to their connivance With the slave-tradersf;
but it will not have escaped the superior penetration of your Lordship, that the
passage frOm place to place of numbers of Bozal negroes and their guards or
custodiers, difi'ers materially from that of any other contraband, since preparation
must be made, rations provided, and passes be obtained for the Bozals, which would
not be absolutely required for any other species of smuggled goods. Moreover,
goods and merchandize clandestinely introduced are easily hidden; they maylie
concealed until a fitting opportunity offers for their disposal, and all this without
the knowledge of so many persons as must be engaged in the illicit operations of
slave-trading: a bale of goods may be seen by any one without their detecting it as
having been smuggled; but no one, having the experience of the people of this
island, can see aBozal negro, much less numbers of-them together, without at once
recognizing them as such, so that without connivance it is impossible for them to
pass from place to place as they do. And with regard to M. de Zavala’s Obser—
vation, that if White persons took the same precautions for escaping discovery
as are probably made use of with respect to the negroes, no doubt they would
not be found out, this says but little for the vigilance of the authorities; but
the whites who take precautions, I am disposed to think, do not escape detec-
tion because of those precautions, but because they are furnished improperly with
passes which protect them, which -is too often the case also with the newly and
illegally imported 'negroes from Africa, who are no seener landed (in most
instances) than they‘ are furnished with their certificates of baptism, without their
ever having been seen by a. priest, and with their cedulas,“ as slaves belonging
to plantations they have never seen. , ' '

 

No. 509.

Consul- General Orawford to the Earqu Clarendon.-er(Received April 1.)

(Extract) ' Havana, Febmary‘28‘,‘ 1856.;
I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship, the copy of a

correspondence which I have had With General Manzano, the Segundo Cabo
of this island, in absence of the Captain-General, respecting the disembarkation
of 524 Bozal negroes, which took place at Sierra Morena. on the 14th instant.

The master and supercargo of this slaver (the brig “Pierre Soule’”) came to
Havana, and embarked for New York by the mail steamer “ Empire City,” on
the 23rd instant; the sup:;rcargo’s name, I, learn, ‘is Piedras,that he, the master
and most of the crew (twelve in number, who went ofi" from Sierra Morena) are
Portuguese, and the rest were Americans. The vessel was formerly a trader
between New Orleans and thislport, nearly worn out, and had been therefore sold;
consequently she was of but little value. ' 4 .

The slaves were sold at 750 to 800 dollars each, and no doubt Sefior
Piedras is gone to New York to proceed to‘ the coast of Africa upon another
expedition. '

It is said, and I believe truly, that some of the Government Spies have been
assassinated in‘the country, in consequence _of their interfering to detect the
Bozals of this ‘cargo, and that the perpetrators of these murders have not been
discovered, such are the demoralizing efl‘eets’ of this most detestable Traffic. .
 

Inclosure l in No. 509.

OonsuI-Geneml. Crawford to General Manzano.

7 V Hatana,'Februm-'y 25, 1856 L.
I HAVE received information of ' a landing which was effected some days

ago at Sierra Morena consisting of 524 Bozal negroes, Which were taken to an
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estate near the place of disembarkation, and were soon afterwards distributed to
the purchasers. ,

The vessel is said to have been sunk as soon as the slaves were put on
shore. - ‘

The master, a Portuguese, and twelve men of the crew of this slaver (being
chiefly foreigners and Americans), have. come on to this city, and I understand
that the master sailed again for ,the United States on board -the American
steamer “ Empire City ” a few days ago.

I haVe also been informed that this flagrant breach of the law and of the
existingTreaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade has been denounced tn
the Lieutenant-Governor of Sagua, and I shall be much obliged by being favoured
by your Excellency with any particulars which may have come to the knowledge
of this Government, as well as the result of the exertions of the local authorities
in this matter.

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in Np. 509.

General Manztmo to Consizl-‘Geneml Cranford.

(Translation) Havana, February 26, 1856.

' SINCE the 7th of this month I had cqnfidential information that, in the
jurisdiction of Sagua la Grande, was preparihg a disembarkation of Bozals. I
at once addressed the Lieutenant-Governors (pf that “and the adjoining districts,
charging them with, the most active vigilance in their respective territories, and
under‘date of the 16th the Alcalde Mayor of that district informed me that, on that
day, he had just learnt that the disem‘barkation had taken place, Since then
that authority, as well as the Lieutenant-Governor, set out from the place of
their residence, and have not rested, day or night, in their efforts for the inves-
tigation of the fact and of its authors. According ‘to the last official letters
Which I have before me, they have not been able to discover anything up to
the present; .but I trust, from their activityvand zeal, that; they will not
omit any means or exertions until they make clear the certainty of what has
occurred, and according to the result of their investigations I shall proceed with
what it may call for. ' ' '

God preserve, 8w.
(Signed) JOAQUIM MANZANO.

 

_ No. 510. _

Cansul—Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Olarendon.-'—-(Received April 1.)

(Extract.) ' ‘ _Havcma, March 2, 1856;
THE Slave Trade is being carried on with great vigour, and there can be

no doubt but that the good intentions of the Captain-General are constantly
frustrated by these'whose duty it should be, by faithfully executing his Excel:-
lency’s orders, to put it down;

On the 18th ultimo, a Spanish sailor came to my residence, at a late hour of
the night, and stated that two Slayers, a brigantine and a schOoner, had that
afternoon passed this harbour; had made their private signal, and proceeded on
to Cayo Blanco, beyond Bahia Henda, where all the necessary arrangements
had been made for running their cargoes. He was consistent in his story ; said
that he himself had seen the vessels as they- passed the port; that he had had
previous information of their coming; and that he could not be mistaken as to
one them, the schooner “ Segunda Josqfa,” -for that he knew her well as having
already landed tWo cargoes of slaVes at, Punta de Cartas, which is a place on the
301111311;- side of the island inside the Isle of Pines, in the district of Pinar
e 10.

Finding the, man, so positive, I did not hesitate, even at that hour, in ‘
dispatching him to the Captain-General, who at once caused the Spanish
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Admiral to send off a war steamer, with the same sailor on board, in search'of
the reported slavers. '

Two days afterwards the steamer returned to this port, and it appears, by
the correspondence, a copy of which I have now the honour of inclosing here-
with to your Lordship, that her cruize was without success. It is remarkable,how-
ever, that the inquiries which the Spanish Commander states, in his report, that'he
made ofthe masters of the coasting vessels he fell in with, and of the Alcalde de
Mar, at the Murillo, were addressed to those who would most certainly mislead
him, or withhold any information respecting slavers they might chance, to have
seen, since it is positively true that preparations are made on that coast to landvno
less than three cargoes of slaves expected to arrive to Don José Frezneda, of
this city, by means of coasting ‘schoohers, and that one of them has been for
some time lying at the Morillo for that special purpose. .

I have also learnt that a cargo, consisting of upwards of 350 Bozals, was
landed in the district of Pinar del Rio, in the month of January last, which also
belOnged to Don José Frezneda, and that the arrangements respecting them
were made with the captain of the port of Batabano. There is no doubt as to
the fact of the landing. of the cargo of slavesjust mentioned, and with regard to
the connivance of the officers at Batabano, I shall make further inquiry, .as
I am told that he is ready and anxious to do business‘upon a great scale, taking
no part in, but denouncing to the Government all small adventures. '

 

Inclosure 1 in No; 510..

Cdnsul-Generdl Crawford to the Captain- General of Ouba.

(Translation) '
(Extract) , . " Havana, February 18, 1856.,

IT is 8 o’clock at night, and the bearer has presented himself 'to me, whioh
person will give your Excellency an account of two slavers (a brigantine called “El '
Emperador,” and' a schooner called “ Segundo: Josqfa,”) which passed this port of
Havana to-day for Cayo Blanco to the westward, where 'the landing of the
Bozals is to take place, and ofl'ers' himself 'to serve as ‘guide, requesting me to
give information to, your Excellency as being very urgent,'which I venture to
place under the superior knowledge of your Excelleney for such purposes as. you
may think proper, noticing to your Excellency, if the report is true (as inswted
upon by this man), not a moment should be lost. ' '

God preserve, &c. '

 

Incloéur'e 2 in No. 510,

The, Captain- General of Cuba to IsConsul-General Crawford.-
(Translation.) ' I / '
(Extract) Havana, February 27, 1856.
. HIS Excellency the Admiral of this station writes me under date 21513
instant, as follows:

“ Most Excellent Sir, '

“ The Commander of the steamer ‘ Guadalquivir ’ arrived last evening and
reported to me the following : '

“ (Most EXcellent Sir,—Apprized of the object of my mission by the
information given to the Captain~General by the British Consul on the 18th,
which your Excellency was pleased to transmit to me, I left thisport as soon as
steam was up, and I went to the Colonado Reefs, inside which I'reconnoitred
carefully that part of the coast comprised-between the landing-place of the
Mulata and El Marillo, without meeting with other vessels than coasting
schooners, from whose masters I made inquiry. of any vessel which might
have touched there from Africa ; all of them assuring me ’that they had not
seen any, nor did they know of any being expected. ' , - 1

“ ‘I also communicated with Domingo Fabrega, Coast Inspector of E1
Morillo, without gaining betterinfOrI-nation‘from that person, in consequence 'of



422 SPAIN. (Coandr)—Havana.

which, and the sailor who originated the denouncement being convinced that
there was none of the vessels he supposed on that coast, I made for this port,
Where I have just entered, Without any particular occurrence in the navigation.
This is all that I can report to your Excellency as resulting from the commission
confided to me.’

“ I have the honour of reporting it to your Excellency for your know-
ledge.” '

And I transmit it to your Excellency, for your information, and ' in
answer to the letter which you addressed me ‘ on the 18th instant, at 8 P.M.

 

No. 511.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received April 1;)

.My Lord, Havana, March 2, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 29th Januaryf and my previous
advices relative to the negro Cuaco and the inulatto Jem, belonging to Nassaut
I regret to state that I have not received an answer from the Captain—General‘
to my claim for their being giVen up to me as free subjects of Her Majesty,
upon the plea of their having been forfeited to the Crown by the violation of
the Act 46 Geo. III, cap. 52, of 1807; but I understand that they will be refused
and be held in. slavery, the opinion of the Qouncil of the Real Acuerdo being
opposed to the ' claim Which I have preferred, and that a British Act of Parlia-
ment cannot be recognized here. ’

I am prepared to urge this claim on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government
with regard to these persons, upon the principle that they had become, by the
operation of the law referred to, property of the Crown ;' they for that reason
were not Dr. Anderson’s slaves when they were sold by him here, and conse-
quently he could not give legal titles with them to their purchaser, therefore
they'must and can be considered only as stolen, and as such should be restored,
like any other chattels under similar circumstances, to the proper owner.

Their case is in every respect like that of Mary Ann Bethel, whose freedom
was obtained with so much difliculty some years ago, and with regard to whom
Her Catholic Majesty Was pleased to pay a price to indemnify, her owner,
Madame Rossi, an act which it was said at that time would not be repeated by
the Spanish Government, and I have reason to believe also, that that rule will
be attempted to be made absolute with respeet to the two men whose freedom
we are at present asking for upon equally weli-founded principles of right.

- It is probable, then, that this matter will be referred to the Government at
Madrid, andI anticipate that result of my efforts here, in thus reporting the
case to your Lerdehip, in case it. should be deemed expedient to make a repre—
sentation upon the subject to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty..

‘ I have, &c., ‘
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 512.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Ctaremion.-(Received April 1.)

(Extract.) Havana, March 5, 1856.
, MR. VICE-CONSUL STONE writes to me under date the 27th ultimo;

that he had learnt from the Lieutenant—Governor of San Juan de Remedies, that
a brig under Portuguese colours, with a cargo of slaves, was expected to arrive
at the Cayo Frances (the loading port or anchorage of Remedios), for the
purpose of taking on board a pilot for the Canal de 10s Barcos, which leads
inside the shoals which lie 011' the coast of the mainland of this island to the
Bastward of Cardenas, cailed Sierra Morena, or Zaguajay, and the Lieutenant;
Governor having information that said schooner Would, upon arriving at Cayo

* Class B, presented 1856; No. .404.
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Frances, hoist a. certain signal (white field and blue ball), he requested Mr. Stone
to obtain for him the earliest intel‘ligence of her appearance,- with a view to her
ca ture. ‘ . ' .
P I have written to the Vice-Consul, with directiOns to aid the Lieutenant-

vaernor, and encourage him in such laudable exertions, and I communicated
the circumstances stated in Mr. Stone’s letter to Captain Massie, .of Her
Majesty’s ship “ Powerful,” suggesting that Her 7 Majesty’s steam-sloop
“Buzzard,” Which was about to sail from this harbour on a cruize, might be
sent in the direction of Cayo Frances, Where she would have to proceed, passing .
the Canal ‘de los Barcos.‘

 

No. 513. ’ ,

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.———(Received April 1.)

My Lord, Havana, March 5, 1856.‘
I HAVE the'honour of reporting to your Lordship that there have been

two arrivals here with Chinese labourersthis year --——

The British ship “ Australia,” 580 tons, from Swatao, brought 349 men,
7 women.

_ The British ship “Sam Enderby,” 395 tons, from Macao, brought 196
men.

. On board the former vessel there were twelve deaths, and four suicides by
jumping overboard. v . fl , V

Onb‘oard the latter there were four. deaths from natural causes. ,
The'master of the “ Australia” informs me that the seven females aregirls

from about twelve to fifteen years of age, very miSerable-looking creatures ; that
they were keptentirely apart from; the male passengers on board his ship, and
that, so far as he knows, they came willingly. ’ ,

' ' ' . 'Ihave,“&c.'
(Signed), I . JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
 

No; 514.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul— General Crawford.

Sir, ' Foreign 'Ofllce, April 8, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the‘ 2nd ultimo, relative to the ‘-

two slaves named Cuaco and Jem Amhrister, Who haye claimed their freedom
upon the ground that they were illegally taken away from the Bahamas by their
masters ; and I have to acquaint you that this matter shall 'be referred to the
proper Law Oflicer of the Crown so soon as I shall receive from you the evidence
Which you expect to be supplied by the Gayernor of the Bahamas, proving the
origin of these slaves. ' ‘ f ' , '

 

I am, &e._ . ‘ *'
(Signed) , CLARENDON.

No. 515. ,

Consul—Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendqn.—-(Received May 1._)

(Extract.) Havana, March 24, 1856.
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 8th ultimo,“e vauainting me that you approve of the letter Which
I addressed to General COncha on the 26th December last, upOn the subject
of the claims of Cuaco and Jem to their" freedom; as I did myself the honour
of reporting to your Lordship in my'fdespatch of the same date. ' ‘

I regret that it is not in my power to state to your Lordship that any
progress has been' made in the settlement of the claim I have made for the
gijyingfup to me of these British subjects. '
 

A. Class B, presented '1‘7856,-No. 402.
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No. 516.

Consul-Geneml Oraugford to the Earl of Clarenddn.—(Received May 1.)

My Lord, Havana, March 26, 1856.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch dated the 8th of Februaryfi“ in which your Lordship instructs
me to express to General Concha the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s
Government have learnt that he has adopted measures which, if faithfully
executed, are calculated to check the continuance of the Slave Trade; your
Lordship referring to the Decree published here on the 10th of December last,
providing for the registration of slaves. ‘

I have the honour of stating to your Lordehip that I have, in obedience to
that instruction, made a communication to his Excellency, Which was received
by him with evident satisfaction.

' H I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No; 517.

Consul-General Crawford’to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received May 1.)

My Lord, Havana, April 9, 1856.

. I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a. letter which I have
this day addressed to J. Prideaux, Esq., Plymouth, respecting 14' free Africans
and some children, who have taken their passages by this month’s steamer to
England on their way to Africa. - ,

' , I have, &c. _ ,
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosurein No. 517.

Consul-G’eneml Crawford to Mr. Prideaum.

Sir, ‘. ' ' Havana, April 9, 1857.

HER. Majesty’s Government having transmitted to me a copy of your letter
to the Earl of Clarendon, upon the subject of the free Africans who are returning
from Cuba, by way ofV England, with a view of avoiding the perplexity which has
attended their migration, I at once consented to the plan proposed in that
letter, and regret exceedingly that up to this time it has not been acted upon.
Your benevolent intentions towards that class of persons has, however, induced
me to give Pedro Cabrera, a. free negro, who will' act for fourteen (himself in-
cluded), with some children, who proceed to England by the present packet on
their way to Africa, this letter of recommendation to you, stating to you at the
same time that the party have assured me that they have amongst them‘ ample
means for defraying all the charges in England, and their passages to their

 

native land in Africa. I have, &C. ,
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

No. 518.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul—Geneml Crawford.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflce, May 14, 1856..

I HAVE received your despatch of the 9th. uItimo, and I have, in reply,
to inform you that I approve the letter which you addressed on that date
to Mr. Prideaux of Plymouth, recommending to him the 14 free negroes and
children who left Hayana for England by the packet of the 9th of April.

' I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

‘3 Class B‘, presented-1856, No. 403.
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No. 519.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Oiarendon.—(ReceivedVMay 19.) ,

(Extract) ‘ Havana, April 12, 18,56.

I 'HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 19th ultimof‘ and its inclosures, relative to the 'circum- '
stances which led to the capture of some of the Bozal negroes belonging to the
cargo of slaves landed at the Granadillo in the month of October last, which
Lord Howden had, considerately towards me, specially noticed t0 the Spanish
Government on the occasion of his communicating to the Spanish Minister for
Foreign Affairs the result of the investigation instituted, by the Captain—General
of Cuba, of that afl'air. ' " . .

I feel myself much indebted to Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid for having
availed himself of that opportunity to show the Spanish Government that the
information which I receive and act upon in denouncing slave-trading .is not
always incorrect ; and Lord Howden may safely assert, On any‘ occasion, that my
information is to be depended upon, however the truth may be disguised at
Madrid, or the Captain-General may have been deceived here. ' '

 

No. 520.

Consul- Gencéml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received May 19.)

(Extract) ‘ , Havana; April 12, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatches upon the subject of the disembarkation

of slaves at the Sierra Morena, from on board of a brig which was a regular
trader between this port and New Orleans for many years, called the “ Pierre
Soule’,” I have to state toryour Lordship that the ’efl‘orts of this Government
have been entirely fruitless; none of the Africans have been captured, and no
one connected with the adventure has been deteeted. ' j _ ' , - ,

Nor is this by any means so very extraordinary when it is considered to
what a pitch of demoralisation the Slave Trade has operated in this country.

I have been informed that there are other cargoes expected by the slave-
traders at that part_of the‘coast, Which have been contradted for with a Portn-
guese called’Da Cunha, and this is most probably correct, for he alludes to one
vessel specially as being part of that contract, viz., the t,‘“Midas,” which has,
successfully landed her cargo. .

The whole north coast of Cuba, from Maternillos to Cardenas, is covered
by shoals and cays,yhaving passages between them at several places, fit only for
vessels of light draught of water, having experienced’pilots, but which cannot be
attempted by our cruizers, and' if, as I have shewri in the relation just given,
the efl'orts of the Captain-General are frustrated by the Connivance of his own
ofliCers, as is constantly the ease, I fear the Slave Trade is an evil so rooted
that it is very difficult to destroy, and General Concha’s disappointments would
be intolerable to his authority, were it not that such demoralisation maybe
reeoneileable upon the principle that the introduction 'of Iabouringl hands is
adding to the productiveness of , the island, and that it wouldgbe impolitic, 01"
even dangerous, to proceed in an exceedingly rigorous: manner againstsueh
offences. '

 

No. 521;

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received May 19.)

My Lord, 1 Havana, Apfil 13, 1856.

HIS Excellency the Captain-General having good reason to believe "that-
certain personswho had arrived here, were engaged in making arrangements for
slaVe-trading, proceeded to their arrest ; and I have the honour; of subjoining a

' ' Class B, presented 1856, ‘No. 407.
CLASS B. -
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list of four names of parties who have been compelled to leave the island, all of
whom have proceeded to the United. States, from whence, I am apprehensive,
they Will dispatch their slavers to the coast of Africa, as it is most probable their
plans here were matured previous to the infprmation of their, being agents for
slave-trading reaching his Excellency; but be that as it may, General Concha
has given a. proof of his sincere intention to (19 his best to check the abominable
Traflic, by sending away these men as soon as possible; and it is to be hoped
that if he has not entirely frustrated their schemes, he may have prevented their
more extensive engagements.

’ ‘ , I have, &0.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

List of Name's: referred to.

Don José Manuel Aciena Reis.
Don José Casanova.
Don Antonio Ceferino Abelarde.
Don Luis Croft.

Besides which, orders have been issued to 3.11 Lieutenant-Governors, to send,
under arrest to this capital, all Portuguese 9r Brazilians who may arrive, and
Who engage in Slave Trade. '

 

No. 522.

Conwl-Gen'eral Crawford to the Earl of CZarendon.——(Received Mag 19.) »

(Extract) Havana, April 14, 1856.

WITH reference to my deepatch dated the 12th instant, wherein I alluded
to‘ extensive contracts having been made with a certain Da Cunha, for various
cargoes of- slaves, .it has been reported to me that a house here, Menendez and
Valdevieso, notoriously known to be concerned in Slave Trade, have provided
themselves With a great number of cedulas,i1;1 anticipation of three cargoes of
Bozals, which they are expecting to arrive at the Sierra Morena, where they
have an estate, and every convenience fon- hiding away a large number of slaves,
until convenient opportunity presents itself fer their disposal. V

I shall take a convenient opportunity of communicating this information
to the Captain-General.

 

No. 523.

> The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- General Crawfdrd.

Sir, - > Foreign Ofiice,,May'30, 1856.
I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve of your having communicated

verbally to the CaptaingGeneral of Cuba the information contained in your
'deSPatch of the 14th ultimo, with regard‘to the slave-trading firm Who are said
to have provided themselves With a great number of “ cedulas,” in anticipation
of the arrival of three cargoes of slaves. '

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

, No. 524'.

Cohsul—Generaz Crawford to the Earl’of Clarendom—(Réceived June 5.) '

My Lord, . Havana,_ April 24, 1856.‘
INFORMATION, upon Which I thought I could rely, having'reached me

as to a disembarkation of negroes in the neighbourhood of Cabafias, and which
it was stated had been received by Don Juan Aguirre, , I addressed the Captain-
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General upon the subject on the 21'st instant, and "I have the honbur of laying
before your Lordship a copy of my’ letter and of his EXeellency’s answer of
yesterday’s date. .

I understand that the result of General Concha’s investigation of this
matter has been a denial that any such dizsembarkation' has taken place, but that
his orders for further inquiry are being f0 llowed out; and I have not received
any further news in support of' the first infielligence upon which I acted.

I have, &c. .
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

V Inclosure l in .No. 524.

ConvsulfGeateral Crawford to then Oaptain-Geneml of Cuba. ‘

I Haeuna, April 21, 1856.

HAVING received information that a cargo, consisting of 315 slaves, has
been landed on the north coast, near Ca bafias, last week, I request that your
Excellency will be pleased to inform me whether this Government has any intel-
ligence upon the subject. The source from which I have this report-leaVes no
doubt .in my mind as to the fact of a landing of Bozals having been effected on
that coast within the last few days. ‘ ' '

' » I have, &c. V
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 524.

The *Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-Genm'al Crawford.

(Translation) ' Havana, April 23, 1856.

I HAVE received, yesterday, the communication from your Honour,
communicating to me the information you: had received, that, during the last
week, a. disembarkation of 315 Bozals had been effected on the north coast,
near Cabafias, and wishingto know whether the circumstance had come to’the
knowledge of thisSuperior Government

No information had been received of such, nor have I .any other up to the
present, excepting that given me by your Honour; but as soon as I received
that communication I adopted the suitable measures for inquiring into the afi'air,
and that, in case of the occurrence being Certain, energetic 'proéeedin'gs may be'
taken accordingly. , ‘

God preserve, &c.
‘ (Signed) JOSE DE LA. CONCHA.

 

.No.‘ 525.

Oonsul-Geneml Orewford to the,_Earl of Clarehdon;—(Reeeived7.fme 5.)

(Extract) . . Havana; April 28,1856. "
I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of corre-

spondence which I have had With the Captain-General reSPectI'ng a landing of
Bozal negroes recently effected at Granadillo, between 'Sagua and San Juan 'de
los Remedies. , ' ' ’ ’

The number landed is variously stated from 350 to 610+the truth, probably,
lays between these figures ; and the part which is alluded to in General Concha’s
letter as having been captured'consisted of 5 only. V , ,

I expressed surprise at this miserable result of the efforts of the Government
officers, and have been told that the’ practice of*_ the .slaVeatraders‘ now is; to
tlivide the negroes, as soon as landed, into such, minute lots, dispatching them
In all directions so as to divide the attention of the Government dflic‘ers, Which
I think exceedingly improbable; because of the number of auxiliaries which such
an operation would require; and besides that, the spreading of the Bezals would,
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it, 'is natural to. suppose; increase the risk of their being caught." I therefore
look upon this case as another proof of the inadequacy of the law, as it is
administered, to put down the Slave Trade, which must and will continue to be
carried on unless the Captain-General adopts the remedy of following all newly-
introduced negroes, and capturing them wherever they may be found.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 525.

Consul- General Crawford to the Captain- General of Cuba.

Havana, April 24, 1856.

I REGRET exceedingly to be imder the necessity of stating to your Excel-
lency that I have received intelligence ‘of another disembarkation of Bozal
negroes, which is said to have been efi'écted at the Granadillo, and is supposed to
have been brought by a vessel which was expected to have called at Cayo
Frances for instructions; and a pilot, but Which, owing to the vigilance of the
Lieutepant-Governor of Remedios,‘ fit is to be' presumed could not land her
slaves in that neighbourhood.

I request that your Excellency will be pleased to favour me with such
particulars of this affair as may be interesting. for the information of Her
Majesty’s Government. '

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in N9. 525.

The Captain-General of Cuba to Oonsul-General Crawford.

(Translation) Havana, Am; 25, 1856.
I RECEIVED the same information which your Honour gives me in your

communication of yesterday, from the: Lieutenant-Governor of Villa Clara, who

had left immediately for the point of the, disembarkation; and having already
apprehended one of the small gangs i'nto whieh the Bozals were divided, he was
continuing with activity in pursuit of the others, of which I hope soon to know
the results; ‘- y a I .

God preserve,'&c. (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

',No. 526.

ConsulgG'eneml Orawfard to the Earl of Clarendon:-(Received June 5.)

MY Lord, ‘ ' ‘ Havana, May 7, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch dated the 24th ultimo, I have to
state to your Lordship that I have not been able to obtain any further informa-
tion reSpecting the disembarkation of slaves which is therein alluded to. Upon
the other hand I have seen the most positive assurances written from that part
of the coast, and have seen persons from Cabafias who declare there has been no
such landing:- as that which I denounced to the Captain-General on the 21st
ultimo, upon information which was received . from an Englishman, who stated
that he had seen the slaves, and that a great proportion of them were young
lads and even children; but the denials are so strongly repeated that I cannot
insist upon the correctness of my informant’s statements. ‘ ’

I’have leamt that "about ten days ago a slayer tried to land her cargo near
. Batabano, but was chased off the coast by the authorities at that place. She
Will,'doubt1ess, endeavour toefi'ect her purpose elsewhere. '

, 'I have also learnt that another slayer, which appeared on the south coast
in the district of Puerto Principe, had been obliged to put off, the slavers having
been unable to obtain the connivance of the local authorities. , '

Sneh'instances‘ show that General s_Concha has found, at Batabano, and on
the south coast of 'Puerto“ Principe, Officers Who will co-operate in suppressing
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the detestable Traffic ;‘ but it has been his Excellency’s misfortune in too many
instances, that his orders have been disregarded altogether, because of the
superior influence of golden persuasion»: I am therefore apprehensive that, by
that means, both the slavers I have mentioned will have landed their cargoes at
other places in the island. _ y , ,

‘ Stronger measures than any hitherto adopted by General Concha are indis-
pensably necessary to stop the Slave Trade ; and his Excellency, apprehensive of
alaiming the inhabitants, has never had the nerve to authorise his oflicers to
follow recentIy-landed negroes on to the estates, but has acted up to the letter of
the provisions of the penal law, so that Bozals,‘ once upon a property, are safe.

In other respects the Captain—General, I confidently believe, does his best,
by the issuing of the most stringent orders, to put a’ stop to the Trafii‘c ; but, as
I have said in another part of this despatch, those orders are 'not obeyed, and
bribery is carried on in such a manner as that proofs of subornation cannot be
obtained, and so the Traffic continues to he carried on'. a 7

The enemies of General Concha how and then propagate stories as to his
Excellency being accessible, and that he receives large sums from‘ the slavers. ' I
have never for one moment believed such statements, and am satisfied that Don
José de la Concha, although he has not succeeded in putting down the Slaye
Trade, has never lent himself to anything like dishonour in conniving at its
being carried on. ’ ' ' ' ' f ’ . ‘ '

‘ . . I have, &c. " . '
(Signed) ' JOS. T. CRAWFORD.-
 

_ No. 527. , ,

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 14, 1856._
I HAVE received your despatch of ‘ the 7th ultimo, reporting that two

slave-vessels had made their appearance off the ‘coast of Cuba, near Bata-
bano and Puerto Principe, but that owing to the vigilance of the Spanish
authorities in those districts they had been unable to land their cargoes; 'and I
have to state to you in reply that Her Majesty’s Government learn with satis-
faction that at two places. there exist authorities who do not_connive at the‘Slave
Trade, and they hope that their meritorious cendu'ct may be approved by the
Captain-General, as it may serve to encourage others ina similar performance of
their dutiesi ' t ' ' ' v - '

I am,':&c. ’
(Signed) »' CLARENDON”
 

No. 528. _

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received June 30.)
My Lord, Havana, May 24, 18.56.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your L‘Ordsh'ip’s
despatch of the 8th April, acquainting me that the matter of the 2 men,
Cuaco and Jem Ambrister, Who claimed their freedom upon the ground that they
had been illegally taken away from the Bahamas by their, masters; should be
referred to the proper Law Oflicers of the Crown'so soon as the evidence Which

. I expected would‘ be supplied by the Governor of the Bahamas, proving the
origin of those slaves, had been received from me, . , , * g ‘

. As respects the, man Cuaco-, hehas himself settled the question, having
.clalmed the protection of the British flag ‘ On board Her Majesty’s ship
“Powerful.” _' , ' I .

And as to Jem, I hear that Mr. Hartmann, having learnt that not
only he, but a number of other coloured persons whom he held'in slavery,
s1m11ar1y circumstanced, wereabductedyfrom the Bahamas, has sold Jem and all
the others, and that. they will probably 'be brought to Havana, when, doubtless,
I shall- hear more of them, and I shall not’fail, in Such event, .to report their
cases to your Lordship. . ,. , . I ' _ '

I have, &c. V
(Signed). 'JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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No. 529.

Consul—General Grawford to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received July 26.)

My Lord, - Havana, June 28, 1856.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 29th December
last,* instructing me to use my best endeavours to trace a. certain emancipated
African named John Baptist Dasalu, and to take such steps as might be practi-
cable and necessary in order to enable him to leave Cuba and provide him With
a passage to this country, the expense of which would be borne by the Church
Missionary Society, I have the honour of acquainting your Lordship that my endea;
vours to trace the man John Baptist Dasalu have been successful, and I have the

‘ satisfaction of stating to your Lordship that, having applied to the Captain-General
. for him to be given up to me to be sent to England at the disposition of the
Society, his Excellency has been pleased to accede to my request, and the said
John Baptist Dasalu Will be sent to England by the next mail-steamer, which
leaves this on the 10th proximo, and will be due at Southampton about the
1st August, where it would be convenient Lord Chichester should move the '
Church Missionary Society to give directions 'for their agent to receive him on
his arrival; and I shall direct him to apply there to the Captain-Superintendent
0f the packet—service, at whose office the Seciety’s agent will be able to obtain
the earliest intelligence respecting this interesting African.

I have, 810, 7
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 530.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Clarm'dona—(Reeeived August 1.)

My Lord, ' , Havana, June23, 1856.
I HAVE the honour of' acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’sg

despateh dated the 14th ultimo, in approval of a letter which I addressed of that
date to Mr. Prideaux, of Plymouth. »

I avail myself of this despatch to report, to your Lordship that I have, by
the mail Which arrived yesterday, received from Mr. Prideaux a number of printed
directions for such freed Africans as may be desirous of returning to their native
country by way of England, by which it appears that, besides their passage-
money from hence tO'Southampton, each adult should be provided with 101. for
his fare from England to Lagos or Sierra Leone, and 4l.~ more for expenses in
case of having to wait for the African mail-boats, which Mr. Prideaux says is by
no means an unusual thing. ,

' ' I have, 8w
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

, . No. 531. .

Consul:General Grawford to the Earl of Olarendon.——(Received August 1.).

My Lord, . i ' Havana, June 24, 1856.

_ I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of‘ your Lordship’s
deepatch dated the 30th 'u'ltimo, approving of my having communicated verbally
to the Captain-General the information contained in my despatch of the
14th i fril, with ‘mgard .to the slave-trading firm, whoit is said have provided
themse ves With a great number of cedulas in anticipation of the arrival of three
cargoes of slaves. . . ' ' ' V

The abuses whichhave been so extensively practised in the improper and
unauthorized issue'of cedulas seems 'to have attracted General Concha’s notice,
and in‘consequence a number of those "entrusted with these tests have been
arrested and subjected to prosecution. Their conviction and punishment in

‘ Class B, presentedv1856, No. 396.
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some exemplary manner, however, is what I am wishful to_ see, but I am appre-
hensive that there Will arise a similar difiiculty in the obtaining of judicial proofs
which has in every case occurred to prevent the conviction and punishment of
the siave-traders, and of those who notoriously have connived for carrying on
the detestable Traffic.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

'No. 532.

C'onsul-General Orawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 1.) ‘

(Extract) _ ' ' ‘ Havana, June 28, 1856.
ON the 12th instant I addressed a communication to ' the Captain-

General resPecting a disembarkation of slaves which took place near Cabafias
on the 8th. ' ., .

The circumstances are correctly stated in my letter to his Excellency, a
coPy of which, as well as a copy, of_Genera1 Concha’s answer, I have now the
honour of laying before your Lordship. ' . .‘ p» _ ' ‘

General Concha’s answer, as your Lordshipw’ill' observe, does not throw
- much light upon the subject, but I am enabled to state to your Lordship that
an “ Oidor ” of the Royal Audiencia was sent'to Guanajay (theseat of the local
Government ofV the district in which the landing was effected), to investigate the
matter, and form the processes against those concerned. ,

Numerous arrests were ordered, several of the Government officials
included. Don Juan Aguirre was taken up, but M. Ascarrate escaped.

I may be mistaken in my anticipation of the result of the labours 0f the
Commission at Guanajay, but as I understand Don Juan Aguirre, whose agency
in this affair is notorious, has been put at liberty, I presume that the Whole
guilt of the transaction Will be imputed to Ascarrate, who, as I before stated,
has escaped, or is not to be found, and so this commission will be just as unpro-
ductive as all the rest have hitherto been inrsu’ch like cases. ‘

The “ Oidor,” M. de Rosales, to Whom the commission has been confided, is
a magistrate of the most upright character, and will do justice according to the
proofs before him; but in this country proofs of slave-trading it has'been found
impossible to obtain, and false testimony for almost any purpose is found to
abound ; so that a Judge of M. de Rosales’ reputation, or any who will not give
way to the allurements to which they are exposed when detached from the Royal
Audiencia upon such services, hate to be deceived by a chain of false testimony,
the getting up of which is nowhere better understood than here in the Island; of
Cuba. , .

The 40 (odd) Bozals ofthis last_eXpedition, when captured at the Yngenio - ‘
Santiago, were provided with their eedulas ; another proof, if such were
needed, of the corruption which pervades all branches of the public administra-
tion here. ' ' ’
 

Inclosure I in No. 532.

Consul-General (fiawford t0 the Captdin- General bf Cuba.

Havana, June 12, 1856.

IT has come. to myrknowledge that a cargo consisting of about 300 BozaI
negrOes was lauded near Cabafias on or about the 8th instant. . '

I understand that some 40 ofthem have been captured by your Excellency’s '
officers, but that the remainder of these Bozals have been sent ofi" to various
places in the interior, under the direction of a person who offered to take charge,
of them, and who supplied the captain. of the slaVe-Vessel with money to pay his
crew, and that said vessel, after having landed the negroe‘s,rproceeded on to the
westward, supposed for New Orleans. « '

I have also heard that the person who received these Bozals and advanced
the money to the slaver-captain. was not the owner of the expedition,-.and' that
another person to whom 7 they belong, or were consigned, has since presented
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himself, and asked for the negroes, but that they have been refused by the
person who received them until payment has been made of the demands he
makes for his commission and the money he has advanced.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in N9. 532.

The Captain-General of Cuba to Censul-General Orawford.

(Translation) Havana, June 18, 1856.
IN answer to your Honour’s letter of the 12th instant, in which you commu-

nicated to me the information Which you had obtained respecting a landing ofBozals
recently efl'ected near Cabanas, I can merely say to your Honour, that by the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bahia Honda 49 Bozels have been captured, who are
already in this city, not being able to give your Honour further particulars
regarding the parties concerned in the expedition, which data can only be
derived from the result which may be shown "by the trial which is being insti-
tuted; and adding to your Honour that I have adopted all the measures best
calculated to effect the capture of the rest of the Bozals which may have been
landed.

God preserve, 810.
(Signed) . JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 533.

Consul—General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 1.)

(Extract) Havana, July 10, 1856.

I TRANSMIT herewith, under flying sea], a letter which I have addressed
to the Earl of Chichester, containing some particulars of the case of John Baptist
Dasalu, the emancipated African, who, I did unyself the honour of reporting to
your Lordship in my despatch of the 28th ultimo, had been discovered and
redeemed, and who would be sent to England by the present mail steamer.

I consider that I have been most successful in the cause of humanity in
the tracing of this African, the information I had to proceed upon being so
scanty, but it has been a matter which has not been lost sight of since I had the
honour of receiving your Lordship’s instruction. '

 

No. 534.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul— General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, August 27, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatch of the. 10th ultimo, I inclose- for your
information, a copy of a letter I have received from Lord Chichester, conveying
the thanks of the Church Missionary Society for the successful efforts which
have been made to trace, and to send to this country, the emancipated, African
Johu Baptist Dasalu.

. I am, 810.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure in No. 534.

The Earl of Chichester to the Earl of Clarendon.

My dear Lord, , Stanmer, August 14-, 1856.

I AM desired by} the Committee of the Church Missionary Society to
convey to you their best thanks for the efficient measures by which, under your»
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orders, the African J. B. Dasalu has been recovered, and sent back to this
countr .

The Committee are also much indebted to Mr. Crawford for his successful
, efforts in carrying out your Lordship’s instructions.

The African, who arrived in good health, is most grateful for the kindness
shown him by the Consul and other friends, and will be sent to Africa in the
course of next month, by the Society. ‘

' I am, 820'. ‘
(Signed) . CHICHESTER.

 

No. 535.

Consul- General Crawforul to the Earl of Olarendon.—-(Received September 15.)

My Lord, ‘ .I-Iavana, August 18, 1856.
IHAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a corre-

spondence which was given rise to by a letter dated the 18th of June last which
I received from ‘Don Pedro de Regil y Peon; the British Vice-Consul at Merida
de Yucatan, resPe’cting some 80 Indians, Who, according to the information
which he had received, were collected at the Island of Cozumel, and were
intended from thence to be embarked on board the fishing—smacks of Don
Francisco Marty, to, be disposed of here in Cuba. ‘ a

I lost no time in addressing M. Torrescano, the Mexiean Consul, upon this
subjéot, transmitting to him a copy of the Vice-Consul’s letter; and I addressed
a despateh to Her. Majesty’s Charge d’Afl'aires at Mexico upon this important
subject. . —-

I have since received from the Mexican Consul an official letter, stating the
result of an investigation which the Government of Yucatan inform NM. Torres—
cano‘had been gone into, and which I conceived it tobe my duty to forward to
Mr; Lettsom, at Mexico, so as to enable him, by communicating with Don
Pedro de Regil y Peon, to ascertain the truth of this matter, asI cannot but
consider it very suspicious that Don Juan Bautista Anduse shellld-be mentioned,
knowing his connection with Don Francisco Marty y Torrens’ Schemes for
kidnapping Indians on a former occasion.-

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inolosure 17 in No. 535. '

M Rogil y Peon to Consfil-Geneml Crawford.

(Translation)
Sir, . ‘ Merida, June 18, 1856.

I HAVE to acquaint you that I'have this day received information that,
at— the Island of Cozumel, there are 80 Indians, who, without having been
legally contracted, are intended to be shipped on the fishing-vessels ofMr. Marty
without passports, and in contravention of the orders of the State Government
to he sold in the Island of Cuba. , v ' _

I have reason to believe that this information is true, therefore I place it
beforeyou, that you may proceed according to the instructions you may have

v received from Her Majesty’s Government, Who, you know, are so much interested
in putting down so odious and criminal a Tratfic.

. '- I have, &c. ' . , '
(Signed) PEDRO DE REGlL ~Y PEON,

Vice- Consul of Her Majesty.

1

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 535.

Oonsul-Geneml Crawford to Mr. Lettsom.

Sir, Havana, July 11, 1856.
I BEG leave to draw your attention to the inclosed copy of a letter which

I have received from Don Pedro de Regil y Peon, the British VicesConsul at
Merida, acquainting me that a number of Yucatan Indians (some 80) were at
the Island of Cozumel, without having been legally contracted, and that they
were intended to be embarked, Without passperts, on board the fishing-vessels of
Don Francisco Marty, contrary to the orders of the Yucatan Government, to be
sold in this island.

This Don Francisco~Marty y Torrens has been extensively engaged in this
infamous Traflic before now; and although he received a check upon one occa-
sion, and had the survivors of one of his expeditions taken from him and sent
back to Yucatan, it seems that the profits arising from such Villainy are so
great that he has again engaged in it.

I Iearh from a good source here that the privilege granted to this man by
the Government of Yucatan (which never was authorized by the Superior
GoVernment of Mexico), having some time ago been annulled by an order which
was issued upon the representation of Mr. Do 1e, of the abuses'practised under
that concession, Don Francisco Marty y Torrens has, nevertheless, been able to
negotiate with the authorities of Yucatan, and has, for a consideration or bribe
of 200 dollars wmonth, which he pays again secretly, and without the authority
of the Superior Government of Mexico, obtained a renewal of his privilege.

I lost no time in addressing M. Torrescario, the Mexican Consul here, upon
that important subject, and I transmit herewith a copy of that correspondence ;
but it lays with the Government of Mexico te crush this Traffic in human flesh
by inflicting an exemplary punishment upon the authority in Yucatan, which
would hax‘re the effect of deterring others from its repetition.

I have, Sac.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 535.

The» Mexican Consul at Havana to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Translation.)

My dear Sir and Esteemed Colleague,
BESIDES the other steps Which the Consulate considered necessary to

take, in consequence of the note which you addressed to me on the 9th of last
month, I thought it opportune to address myself to the Government of the
State of Yucatan, and of date of the 18th of the same I have been answered
as allows:

“ As soon as I took charge of the government of this State, I used all my
zeal and vigilance that the natives should not be carried abroad: satisfying thus

, my private feelings, and very especially the duty I have to comply with the
supreme dispositions directed to counteract the abuses Which probably would be
committed with the utmost impunity. '

“ Consequently the moment that, in the month of June last, I had informa-
tion that, on board a schooner called the “ Ramona,” belonging to the foreigner
Don Juan Bautista Anduse, it ; was proposed to embark 82 Indians to convey
them to the Island of Cuba, I dictated the most eflicacious measures to prevent
that embarkation, even to the extreme of directing that an armed force should
go to the Island of Cozumel, at the expense of the State Treasury, to investigate
this matter because it was said that at that island the natives were whom it was
intended to embark. . .

“.The result of that investigation, which was conducted with legal formality,
and of which I shall give an accOhnt to the Supreme Government of the nation,
was, that neither on the said Island of Cozumel, nor on board Anduse's schooner,
did they find a single Indian. ’ '
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“ Which I state to you in answer to your attentive official letter of the
11th current; but notwithstanding ‘I shall be obliged to you if you have notice
of Indians being brought to your island, you will let me know, so as, without
loss of time, to proceed to the investigations, in order to discover the guilty
persons.” -

And in transcribing this to your Henour, I have to state that the Supreme
Government of the Mexican Republic, according to what his Excellency the
Secretary of State informs me, is occupied with this matter, with the view of
preventing the clandestine extraction of the Indians.

Please, ‘Mr. Consul, to accept, &c. _ t .
(Signed) PABLO. M. TORRESCANO.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 535.

Consul- General Crawford to the Mexican Consul at Havana.

My dear Sir and Colleague, Havana, Acyust 12, 1856.
I HAVE had the pleasure of receiving your letter of yesterday’s date,

aequainting me of the steps you have taken in consequence of my communica—
tion of the 9th ultimo, upon the subject of' the abduction of Indians from the
Province of Yucatan, and transmitting to me a report from the Government of
that province, to the effect that, in consequence of the reports that had reached
them in the month of June last, respecting the schooner “ Ramona,” belonging
to the foreignethou Juan Bautista Anduse, on board which it was proposed to
embark 82 Indians, for the purpose of transporting them to this island from
Cozumel, an investigation was ordered, and which was gone into with all legal
formality; When it resulted there were 'no Indians found at said Island of
Cozumel, or on board the schooner of the said Don Juan Bautista Anduse.

I observe with great satisfaction‘that the Superior Government of Mexico is
occupied in devising the means of preventing the elandestine extraction of the
Indians from that territory. 7

’ y y I beg, &c.
(Signed) . JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 535.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to Mr; Lettsom. V ,

Sir, ~ Havana, August 14, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch‘of‘the 11th ultimo, I have now the honour

of transmitting herewith a copy of a letter which I have received from M. Torres-
cano, the Mexican Consul at this place, by which it would appear that the
informatiOIl which was given to Don Pedro de Regil y Peon, the British Vice-
Consul at Merida, and which he communicated to me, was without foundation.

It would, therefore, be advisable to communicate with Don Pedro de Regil
y Peon upon this subject, so as that he may be made aware of whatisstated to '
have been the result of the investigation of the rumour hy the authorities of
Yucatan. ‘

In the meantime, I have so high an opinion of Don Pedro de Regil yPeon’s
accuracy, that his explanation cannot, I think, be otherwise than interesting in
elucidation of the; truth. K

I have, &c.,
(Signed) .JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 536.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofi'ce, Septembm' 30, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th ultimo, and I have to

acquaint you that I approve the steps which you have taken in consequence of



436 . SPAIN. (Consular)——~Havana.

the information sent to you by the British Vice-Consul at Merida de Yucatan,
stating that 80 or more Indians had been collected inthe Island ofCozumel, in
order to be disposed of as labourers111 Cuba.

I am, Sac.
(Signed) CLARENDON. .

 

_,No. 537.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received November 3.)

My Lord, Havana, September 30, 1856.

I HAVE been informed that the American ship “ Shanghai,” of 645 tons.
' has been sold here to a Spanish house, and that she will take a cargo of sugar

to Marseilles, after which it is intended that she shall be employed in Slave
Trade.

Having changed her flag, the “ Shanghai is now the Spanish ship
“ Hayana,” loading produce: she will be ready to sail in about a fortnight, and
should anything more transpire respecting her, I shall not fail to report the
particulars to your Lordship.

)’

Ihave, Sac.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 538.

Consul-Generdl Crawford to ‘the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received November 3.)

My Lord Havana, October 1,1856.

I HAVE the honour of t1ansmitting heiewith to your Lordship a list
of the Chinese labourers imported at this place during the current year,
numbering .. .. . . 3,868 men . . 7 women

Previously, as reported . . 7,711 ,, . . O ,,

 

Making the total number . . 11,579 men . . 7 women

All of whom have found employment.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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No. 539.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl 'of Clnrendon.—(Réceived November 3.)

My Lord, » Havana, October 7, 1856.
I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of correspondence which

I have had with the Captain-General respecting a disembarkation of Bozal
negroes, which I had heard was effected at Las Posas, a place situated a' few
leagues to the westward of Bahia. Honda, but which his Excellency states it is
his belief did not take place, as no sort of information respecting such an
occurrence had reached this Government. '

It is, however, certain that Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Falcon ” chased a
suspicious brigantine off Bahia, Honda, and lost sight of her in a. heavy squall
during the night, in the direction of Las Posas, just about the date when the
landing of the slaves was saidto have taken place, and Commander Campion
informs me that he is at a loss to conjecture what became of the chase, but it is
quite possible, in my opinion, that she may have run through an opening of the
Colorado reef, inside of which Las Posas is situated, whereas the “ Falcon ” had
to keep'clear of said reefs by altering her course to the northward.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure l ian 539.

Consul-General Crawford to the Oqtptain-General of Cuba.

Havana, September 29, 1856.

IT has been stated to me that a landing of Bozal negroes was effected a ,
few days ago near Las Poses, or elsewhere, in the district of Bahia Honda, and
that about 200 of them had been captured by the authorities under your
Excellency’s orders.,

I beg leave to inquire whether this statement is true, and, if so, I shall be
very much obliged if your Excellency will favour me with the particulars for the
information of Her Majesty’s Government. ,

' I have, 8m. ’
(Signed) JOS. 'T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inciosure 2 in No. 539. .

The Captain-Geneml of Cuba to Consul-Geneml Crawford;

(Translation) - Havana, September 30,1856.

I HAVE received your. Honour’s communication, 'of yesterday, in which
you make knewn to me the landing of Bozals which has just been effected near
Les Poses, in the jurisdiction of Bahia Honda, of which the authorities have
succeeded in capturing 200 of them. '

.In answer I must stateyto your, Honour that I do not believe the fact of the
landing to be correct, still less that ,of the capture of the Bozals, especially as I
have no official nor confidential report of such an event, which assuredly, were
If: true, the authorities of the district in which it had taken place would have
given me, unless the communication they may have addressed to me has been
delayed by the present weather. 1

God preserve; 8m. ,
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.
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No. 540.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofice,.Novembcr 15, 1856.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of three despatches
from Mr. Otway, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madridfig inclosing copies of
notes from the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, denying the accuracy of
the reports furnished by you to Her. Majesty’s Government, with regard to the
landing of slaves in Cuba in the year 1855. _

I also inclose a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s
Minister at Madridj' in reply to the communications from the Spanish
Minister. ’ V

I am, &‘c. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No.541.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 1.)

My LOrd, ' Havana, October 25, 1856.

, I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 30th ultimo, approving the steps which I took in consequence
of the information sent to me by the British Vice-Consul at Merida de Yucatan,
stating that 80 or more Indians had been collected in the Island of Cozumel
in order to be disposed of as labourers in Cuba. , ,

_ It is very satisfactory that the result of' the investigation of that matter by
the authorities of Yucatan, which our interference gave rise to, should have been
that the Indians referred to were enabled probably to return to their homes, as I
am assured they have not been brought over'here, and I have been informed by
M. Torrescano, the Mexican Consul, that Anduz, theman who had been so long
connected with Don Francisco Marty y Torrens, of this place, in the kidnapping
of Indians, and the same who was convicted of that offence some time ago at
Belize, British Honduras, has been captured and imprisoned in Yucatan. ‘

I have, &c.
(Signed) . JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 542‘.

Consul-Geneml‘ Crawford to the Earl of C'larendon.——(Reeeived December 1.)

My Lord, _ ' , Havana, November 1, 1856.

I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship the copy of a correspondence
Which I have just had with the Captain-General- resPecting a cargo of slaves
consisting of upwards of 600,, which arrived at Sierra Morena, on Saturday the'
18th ultimo, on board a vessel, barque—rigged, seemingly Spanish, from which
they were transferfeti’ to two or more 'schooners and carried away to he landed,
the slaver‘having sailed again the next day. " V ' , , V

These slaves are, 'as I am credibly informedypalft Of those contractedifor
about seven months ago by Menendez y Valdevieso with the Portuguese
Da Cunha, and for whose receptionthey- had profided themselves with the
requisite number of cedulas, so that, as the s'ohobners were no doubt, furnished
with passes, as if for slaves going from one part 'of the island to another, there
would be no difliculty about landing them wherever they took them, and I
understand they were all sold previously at from 700 to 800 dollars each .for
young, strong, and healthy hands. , -

Your Lordship will not fail to observe that his EXcellency had' not been
able to obtain any information respecting this afl'air from any of the' authorities

* Nos.480, 48], and 432. Jr No. 486.7
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who ought to have been aware of such a violation of the laws and of the existing
Treaty for the suppression of the- Slave Trade, which shows the combination
and connivance of the suhaltern local authorities in_a very determined manner.

v I have, &c. ' »
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosu‘re 1 in No. 542.

Consul- General Crawford to the Caftain-General of Cuba.

Havana, October 30, -1856.

I HAVE received information, upon which I can rely, that a cargo, ~
consisting, it is said, of upwards of 600 slaves, has been landed from a vessel,
barque-rigged, painted black, and, apparently, Spanish, which arrived at Siei‘ra
Morena on Saturday, the 18th instant, from whence she sailed again the day
following; the Bozals having, in the meantime, been transferred to two or more
schooners, which carried them to the places where they were landed, probably
provided With passes and cednlas for the purpose. I have no doubt that this
cargo was one of several others which were cpntracted for with the Portuguese
Da Cunha, some time ago, by parties here Who have long been notorious slave-
traders, and who have an estate in the district beyond Cardenas.

’I have also received information that several other cargoes of Bozal negroes
are very soon expected by them; audit is even said, that there are advices in
toWn of the vessels having arriired on the coast of this island, at the place Where
they were ordered to call for orders, so that the interested parties are in hourly
expectation of hearing that they have safely landed their Cargoes,_they having
provided themselves with cedulas for a very large number of Bozal negroes in
anticipation.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 542.

The Captain-Geneml of Cuba to Consul—Geneml Crawford.

(Translation) Havana, October 3], 1856.

ALTHOUGH I had no information respeeting the disembarkatio‘n of Bozals
which your Honour denounced to me in your communication of the 30th of this
month as having been effected on Saturday, the 18th, at Sierra Morena, and
notwithstanding that, owing. to the time which elapsed without any official or
extra-oflieial information having reached this Government, I deemed such rumours
unfounded, I immediately gave telegraphic' orders to the authorities of the island
that they should inform me Whether, in their respective districts, such had taken
place. All, nevertheless, have answered me, assuring me, on their honour, that
the disembarkation has not been efi'ected in their districts ; and these statements,
added to the absolute want of information before me of the occurrence, which is
very improbable after the lapse of so many days, in case it had taken place,
enables me to assure yoUr Honour that such a disembarkation has not been
effected. V

Notwithstanding this, I have again charged those under my orders with the
most strict vigilance, and wait for the results of the measures which they shall
adopt in the matter. ' V '

God preserve, &c. . _ '
' (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.‘
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No. 543.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 5, 1857.)

(Extract) . Havana, November 28, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 1st instant, I have it in my power
to assure your Lordship that there is no doubt whatever as to the fact of the .
disembarkation of slaves inthe manner describedIn that despatch. The British
Vice-Consul at Cardenas informs me that they were landed from the schoonels
cempletely provided with cedulas, certificates of baptism, passes, as fiom another
part of the island, &c.., so that your Lordship can form an estimate of the
amount of corruption by means of which this inflection of the law and of the
Treaty has been effected.

I have not discovered where the whole of this cmgo was put 011 show, but
one lot of 114 were landed at Sierra Mclena.

The Governor of Cardenas, in whose district the Sierra Morena1s, reported
that he had not been able to discover anything whatever of the transaction.

 

No 544.

C'onsul-General Crawford t0 the Earl of Clarendon~(Received January 5,1857)

My Lord, , Havana, November 29, 1856.

, I HAVE the honour of laying befme your Lo1dship a copy of a written
memorandum which I personally delivered to the CaptaimGeneral on the 19th
instant, denouncing an intended landing of slaves at the G1anadillo and the
Sierra Morena, from on board the Spanish brigantine “Paquete dc Trinidad.”
As I had my information from an undoubted source, and have not heald any-
thing about the matter since its denouncement, the sieves have most probably
been safely disembarked, and as they wereone of the cargoes contracted for by
Don GregorioMenendez with the Portuguese DaCunha, which I 1eported to your
Lordship in my despatches dated theb12th and 14th of Apfil last, for whom
cedulas were at that time provided, it is also probable that all the other arrange-
ments were then completed for their being safely disposed on show upon their
arrival, in a way similar tothe lecent slaver’s cargo at Sierra Morena, subject of
my despatches of the 1st and 29th instant; my observations111 the last-mentioned
being applicable to this new case, which I regret to state is not the last of a
similar nature which it will be my duty to bring under your Lo1dship’5 notice.

' ' I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 544.

Memorandum.~

THE Spanish brig-schooner “ Paquete de Trinidad ” is expected every
moment to arrive at the Granadillo; there,1n the first place, to deliver about
half her cargo of slaves, who are to be taken to- an estate belonging to the

, Messrs. Abreu of Villa Clara, near to that landing, and afterwards the vessel
'will proceed to the Canal de los Barcos, in order to land the remainder of the
slaves, who are to be taken .to the estate of Don Gregorio Menendez in the
Sierra. Morena.

, Don Gregorio Tejador left this city the day before yeSterday, for the
purpose of receiving these negroes, and attending to this business.

Havana, November 19, 1856. _
_ (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
. Oonsul—Geneml in Cuba.

 

011155 B.



442 ' SPAIN. (Cdnsular)—Havana.

No. 545.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Received January 5-, 18517.)

(Extract) Havana, December 4, 1856;
IT is my disagreeable duty to report to your Lordship another infraction of

the Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade which took place at a place
called Las Charcas, in the district of Sancti Spiritu, in October last, where (about)
500 Bozal negroes were landed from a vessel, barque-rigged, and were purchased
by the notorious, but most wealthy and influential, Don. Mariano Borrel and
Don Pedro Chopereno, from the Portuguese Botelho, who has made his
appearance here under the assumed name of Olivia. '

Mr. Vic'e-Consul Smith reports that 24 of these Bezals were resold by
Chopereno to the estate called the Luiza, and that Very great secresy and
caution were observed by Borrel and Chopereno so as not to ' compromise the
Governor of Trinidad, the Brigadier Serrano.

Her Majesty’s brig sloop “ Arab ” had arrived at Trinidad from Jamaica,
having called at the Grand Cayman, where Qom‘mander Pearse learnt that a
barque had been, about the end of October, and that the people there had been
unable to ascertain what she was, but her crew, consisting of Spaniards and
Portuguese, had plenty of money, and were heard to say that they had just
landed a cargo of slaves on'the Island of Cuba. Most of said barque’s crew
were transferred at the Cayman to a schooner which was to carry them to this
island, and the barque herself sailed, it was said, for New York.

. As Commander Pearse has returned to the Caymans 'he was to endeavour
to obtain further information, and, if possible, some depositions as to the facts
ofthe suspicious. vessel’s visit; there can be little doubt but she was the slaver
which landed her cargo at the Charcas.

I have the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a communication
which I yesterday addressed to General Concha upon this subject.

Don Mariano Barrel and Don Pedro Chepereno were both arrested and
placed under trial by the late Captain-Genera], the Marquis de la Pezuela, for
their ‘slave-trading practices; but after General Concha’s arrival the proceedings
were discontinued, and the parties set free. . '

Mr. Smith informs me that it is rumoured at Trinidad that two more slavers
are expected on that coast, which information he had communicated to the
Commander of the "‘ Arab,” and would impart to the Commander of Her
Majesty’s sloop “ Mariner,” Which vessel was soen expected to, touch at Trinidad,
and both brigs had orders to cruize off the south side of the island for prevention
ofthe Slave Trade. , , .

Her Majesty’s sloop “Atalanta. ” arrived here from Jamaica on the 24th
ultimo, with orders to cruize for'the like purpose on the northern coast from
Matanzas to Cape Antonio. I communicated to Commander Pasley all the
intelligence which I had, and he sailed again on the 26th. '

 

Inclosure in No. 545.

Consul- General Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba.

Havana, December 3, 1856.
INTELLIGENCE reached me, some time ago, that there had heena cargo

of Bozal hegroes landed in the district of Sancti Spiritu, in the mouth of
October last. I have now ascertained that they were brOught to a place- near
Las Charcas, by the notorious slave-trader‘M. Botelho, who, as I am informed,
sold them to Don Mariano Borrei and Don Pedro Chopereno, of Trinidad, and
they consisted of upwards of 500 slaves, of whom 24 were resold by Chopereno,
to a person who took them to, an estate called ‘La Luisa.

The slaver was a barque, and the crew, consisting chiefly of Spaniards and
Portuguese, were landed afterwards by a schooner employed for that purpose,
which brought them from the Gran Cayman. Botelho, passing by the name of
Olivia, was within a few dayspast (about the 20th ultimo) in» this city, at a
boarding-house, No. 30, Calle de Compostela.
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I request that your Excellency will be pleased to let me know, for the
information of Her Majesty’s Government, such particulars as may have been
discovered respecting this matter, which I am informed has occupied your
Excellency’s attention. .

I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

. No. 546.

Consul—General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendons—(Received January 5, 1857.)

My Lord, ‘ Havana, December 10, 1856.
MR. VICE-CONSUL SMITH, of date the lst instant, has reported to me

that another cargo, consisting of about 400 Bozal negroes, had been landed at a
place a short distance to the windward (eastward) of Zarza, and that .the
Governor‘ of Tl‘r’inidad had gone‘out accompanied by troops in pursuit of the
expedition, by land, the Commander of the Coast Guard having proceededvin the
Go'vernment launch for the same purpose. But Mr. Smith adds that, as the
parties engaged in the transaction were said to have provided themselves with‘
cedul‘as, &c., in anticipation, and have taken the slaves into the neighbouring
mountains to remain hidden until they can be disposed of, he doubts much that
the Government ofiicers will effect the capture of any of them. .

Your Lordship will see in this new infraction another proof of the impulse
recently given to the Slave Trade, that it can now he carried on with almost
perfect safety owing to the connivance of these authorities, and the combined
arrangements for having the cedulas, certificates of baptism, and passes, are
ready in anticipation; our cruizers not being able, because of their size and
excessive draught of water, to go inside the cays, reefs, and shoals, Where the
slavers pass to land, or transship their cargoes.

I have, 8:0. ’

(Signed) ' JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 547. 7 ,

‘Consul- General Crawford to the Earl 70f Oilm‘endon.4-—(Receiived> January ‘19, 1857.)

(Extract) , Vvaa’na', December 16, 1856.
I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship translation of the official answer

which I have received from the Captain-General to the letter which I- addressed
to his Excellency on the 3rd instant, and which is referred toin my'despa'tch
dated: the 4th, reapecting a disembarkati'on of Bozal negroes which took place at
Las Charcas in the month of October last. V , - '

G-eneraliConcha states that the Lieutenant-Governor., of the district where
. thedisembarkation took place, had used every effort todiscover the slaves and
the parties implicated, being morally satisfied that the landing did really take
place, notwithstanding all the precautienary measures put in practice; _ ‘

.7 But his Excellency expresses his behalf that the number introduced was
very much under 500, which I denounced; the class of vessel, in which it
appears the expedition was conveyed, a barque, as stated in my letter, not’being
calculated to hold so many—a conclusion which my knowledge of maritime
afl'airs entitles me to consider as totally erroneous. ‘ ' '

 

Inclosure in No. 547.

The Captain—General of Cuba to Consul-Ge-neml Crawford.

(Translation) . ' U , . , Havana, Decemberlifi; 185,6.
BEFORE receiving your Honour’s commimicyation‘ Of the 3rd instant,

respecting the landing of Bozal negroes, which you denounCe"to me as having
taken place two months ago in the jurisdiction of Sancti Spiritu, to the number
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of more than 500, Who were sold to parties in Trinidad; already this Govern-
ment had had advices of said landing having been effected, and had already
adopted, in consequence thereof, the dispositions it considered best calculated,
not only to ascertain the fact of the matter itself, but also to discover the where-
abouts of the negroes and to punish the guilty parties. From the investigation
ordered to be made by the Lieutenant-Govet'nor of Trinidad, in whose jurisdic-
tion the landing took place (and not in that of Sancti Spiritu,'as your Honour
states), it results that the said functionary acquired the moral conviction that
the landing did actually take place, and that he could not frustrate it with all
the precautions and measures be put in practice. I believe, however, that the
number of negrecs was very much under 500, which your Honour has denounced,
as may be deduced from the class of vessel in which it appears the expedition
was conveyed, which was a barque, as your Honour says in your letter. The
Lieutenant—Governor continues his endeavours to discover the guilty parties, and
although up to the present time not one has appeared, I have already ordered
the dismissal from office of the captain of the district in which it seems the
negroes were landed, fer his want of zeal and vigilance in the fulfilment of his
duties. 'I consider it opportune to place it also in your Honour’s knowledge,
that in virtue of the circumstances, which you communicated to me respecting
the slave-trader called Botelho, I have given the requisite orders for his arrest,
and if from his declarations, after, his apprehension,_ and from whatever further
steps may be taken in this afi'air, the whereabouts of the Bozals may be inferred,
and who were the accomplices in their disembarkation, I will proceed according
to the laws and treaties which treat upon such matters, and I will acquaint your
Honour ofthe result in due course.

God preserve, ac.
' ' ' (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 548*

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Receiued January 19, 1857.)

My Lord, ‘ Havana, December 19, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatches of the 1st and 0f the 28th ultimo, I have
the honour of laying before your Lordship translation of a letter, of yesterday’s
date, which'I have received from the Captain—General, stating that, ‘notwith-
standing the investigations gone: into by the various authorities of Villa Clara,
Sa‘gua, and Cardenas,'absolutely nothing could be discovered of the landing of
Bezal negroes from a vessel which brought them to the coast near Sierra Morena,
and his Excellency ‘is therefore of'opiniOn that no such landing took place.

Iths not surprising that such should have been the result of these investi-
gations, since the . way was so paved 'for the introduction of those slaves as
almost to defy detection at the places they were put on ”shore, prOVided as they
were, on board the coasting craft which received them from the original slaver,
with all the requisite papers as it coming from some other place'in the island.

My information is so complete and circumstantial from undoubted sources,
that I am quite satisfied, of the fact, as well as of the combination which 1 have
described, by which means the disembarkation was effected as I have reported it
to your Lordship. V
, . I have, 820.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. "

 

I‘nclosure in No; 548.

lee Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-General Cv'aufard.

(Translation) , Havana, Decemlm 18, 1856:
"AFTER what I stated to your Honour in my letter of. 31st October last, I

recelved several communications from the Lieutenant-Governors of Villa Clara,
Sa-gua, and Cardenas, in addition to the steps taken by the Chief Justice of the
latter place, In orderto ascertain the fact of the landing of 600 Bozal neg'roes,~
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which, under date of the 30th of said month, your Honour denounCed to me as
having taken-place at Sierra Morena, a district within the jurisdiction of Sagua.

From all the investigations made by all the authorities mentioned, with a
zeal and scrupulosity highly commendable, it results that absolutely nothing
could be proved with regard to the verification of such a' disembarkation, I being
also for my part convinced that it did not‘take place.

Which I say to your Honour, as a continuation of my aforesaid letter, and
as a final answer to your said denouncemen‘t upon this subject.

God preserve, &c. _'
‘ (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 549.

The Earl of Clarendon ta C'onsul- General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofliee, January 27, 18.57.
I TRANSMIT herewith, in copy and extract,'three despatches‘ which I

have received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loandaf relative to the
arrival at Benguella of an American vessel called the “ Flying Eagle,” and the
interception of letters found in that vessel, which show that a person named
Lucas shipped, in' December 1855, at a place between Benguella and Mosse-
medes, and on board a brig named the,“P. Salt,” a cargo of more than 500.
slaves, which he successfully landed in Cuba in February 1856. V , . ,

I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of these despatches to
the Captain-General of Cuba. 4 _ .

. Iain,&‘c. .. v
(Sggned) J CLARENDON.

 

No. 550. y

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul—Geherdl ,Chawjbrdi ‘

Sir, Foreigh Ofiee, Jafiuary 29; 1857.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy ‘of‘ a despatch which

I have received from Lord Howdeu, Her Majesty’s Minister at Madridfi‘ inclosing
a copy of a note addressed to him by the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs,
stating the result of the inquiries which have been instituted, and reporting the
steps Which have been taken by the authorities in Cuba. with regard to the
landing of 524 Bozal negroes at Sierra, Morena, on the 14th of February last,
which was reported by you in your despatch No. 7 ,of the 28th of that. month,

. . I am &c. ' ‘ ' ’
(Signed) ’ CLARENDON. o,
 

NO- 551-, .. ,., _ , .
Consul- Generdl Crawford to the Earl of Cla7iend0n.-(Received February 2, 18571..)

My Lord, , . ' Havana, December 26,1856.
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt. ‘of your LordShip's

despatch dated the 15th ultimo, transmitting, for my information, ecpies
of three despatches from Mr. Otway, Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afl'aireS at
Madrid, inclosing copies of notes from the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs,
denying the accuracy of the reports furnished by me to Her Majesty’s. Government
with regard to the landing of slaves in Cuba; and also inclosing to me 'a copy

- of a. despatch which your Lordship had addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at
Madrid, in reply to the communications from the Spanish Minister.

I have read these communications with great interest; and I have no doubt
that the Spanish Minister’s notes , are precisely the result of what has been
reported to that Government by that of the island, and in all respects correq

* Ctass A, Nos. 57, 97, and 99. 1‘ N0. 494.
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spending to what appears upon the proceedings (“ espedientes”) in the archives
of the General’s oflice; but the information which I have received and acted
upon is too reliable to be affected by what has been made to appear as the true
results of investigations gone into after the opcurrence of the various breaches of
the law and of' the treaty had been complained of by me, and recourse had
been had to the usual mode of closing such efficial investigations ; which will be
clearly perceptible to your Lordship from the fact that not one of the autho-
rities whom the Spanish Secretary of State asserts were deprived of their
appointments in the districts where it is admitted that landings of slaves were
effected, have been prosecuted to conviction pf their criminal connivance.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

N0. 552

Conéul- General Ctawford to the Earl of Clarandon.—(Receivecl February 2, 1857.)

My Lord, Havana, December 28, 1856.
IT appears by the result of the investigation practised by the Governor of

Trinidad with regard 'to the disembarkation of 400 Bozal negroes, reported to
have taken place a short distance to the eastward of Zarza, subject of my
despatch dated the 10th instant, that no such landing took place there at that
time; and Mr. Vice-Consul Smith has written to inform me that it is exceedingly
doubtful whether there was such breach of the lawlor of the treaty.

I have learnt, however, from another source, that there was a cargo consist»
ing of the same number of slaves landed about that time near Santa Cruz, a
port‘situated considerably to the eastward of the other; but as my information
has not been confirmed as yet from other quarters, I have not denounced either
that reported by‘Vice-Consul Smith to the Captain-General, nor that which is
said to have been efi'ected near Santa Cruz; the latter I think very likely to be
true, as I have been told there were several, slavers expected by the traders of
Trinidad and Sancti Spiritus, on that part of the coast.

v I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 553.

C’ansul-Géneml Crawford to the? Earl of Clarendon.—(-Received February 2.)

My Lord, ‘ Havana, January 3, 1857.
-I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a letter

which, of this date, I have addressed to the Captain-General, denouncing the '
landing of 485 Bozal negrOes from the Spanish brigantine “Paguete de Trinidad,”
near Sagua, on the'north side of this island. Also, acquainting his Excellency
that another cargo is hourly expected on the same'coast; and denouncing the
landing of another cargo of slaves at the Rio Dominica,’ a place between Cabafias
and Mariel, also on the north coast of this island, consisting of 304 Gangas. ’

I understand that these infractions have been committed with the most
complete success and impunity by the parties concerned, notwithstanding that
the'coming 0f the “ Paguete de Trinidad” was-reported by me to the Captain‘-
General so long ago as the 19th of ‘ November last, subject of my despatch
dated the 29th of that month. I

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T.‘CRAWFORD.
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Inclosure in No; 553.

Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, January 3, 1857.

IT has come to my knowledge that the cargo of Bozal negroes recently
landed to the westward of Sagua consisted of 485, and that they were disposed
of at 612 dollars each by the interested parties.

Ilearn that another cargo is every moment expected to arrive on the north
coast, eastward of Cardenas, between that place and Sagua, the parties interested
in the expedition being already at the Ingenio Isabel, Sierra Merena, awaiting
the vessel’s appearance. '

The cargo which was recently landed between'Cabafias and the Dominica,
consisted of 304 Gangas, and I shall be— much obliged if your Excellency will
do me the favour of letting me know What has been the result of the investiga-
tions which, I understand, have been gone into by yout- Excellency’s orders
respecting these cases, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government. '

' I have, &c. '
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 554.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul— General Crawford.

Sir, , Foreign Ofice, February 20, 1857.
7 I TRAN‘SMIT herewith= for your information, an extract of a despatch

Which I have received from Lieutenant-Colonel Hill, Her Majesty’s Acting
Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone? reporting that 900 slaves are assembled in a. ‘
river to the northward of that Colony, and that they are destined for Cuba.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 555.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul—General Crawford.

Sir,_ Foreign Ofice, February 27, 1857.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch Which

I have received from the British Vice-Consul at Buenos Ayres, containing infor-
mation respecting the Spanish barque “ Sultana,” Which vessel is reported to
have landed a cargo of 800 slaves near Matanzas, in Cuba, and is suspected of
being about to engage in another slaving voyage ; and I have to desire that if
you should think it expedient to do so, you will communicate the information
respecting the slave-trading transactions of this vessel to the Captai'nLGeneral of

' Cuba. , ' ‘ “
_ I am, &c. _ .
(Signed) . CLARENDON.

 

No. 556.

The Earl of Shelburne to ConsuZ-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofl‘ice, February 28, 1856. ,

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you, for your infor-
mation, and for communication to the Captain—Generalof Cuba, ifyou should think
fit, the accompanying despatch received from Mr. Bartlett, the Acting British

"‘ Class A, No. 13.
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Consul at Baltimorefi containing a report of the trial of Baker, Baptista, and

Stabel], who were indicted for having carried on the Slave Trade in an American

vessel called the “ C. F. A. Cole.”
I am, Sac.

(Signed) SHELBURNE.

 

No. 557,

Consul- General Ol'auy’orcl to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received March 4.)

(Extract) Havana, January 11, 1857.

I BEG leave» to lay before your Loudship a copy of a correspondence

which I have had with the Captain-Generai upon the Subject of a disembarkation

of slaves, which took place the end of December last, in the River Manati, which

is to the eastward, of the port of Trinidad, oh the south side of this island.

Your Lordship will observe that Mr. Viee-Consul Smith’s denouncement

has been contradicted by Brigadier Serrano, the Lieutenant—Governor of

Trinidad, to General Concha, and that his Excellency has given implicit credit to

his own officer‘s statement ; but Mr. Smith informs me that there is no doubt of

the fact as reported by him.

 

Inclosur’e 1 in No. 557.

Consul-General Craztford to the Qapta-in-General of Cuba.

Havana, January 9, 1857.

THE British Vice-Consul at Trinidad; under date the 5th instant, has

reported to me that a cargo consisting of 300 Bozal negroes has been landed in

the River Manati, a few days previously, that they'were immediately provided

with cedulas, and distributed amongst the estates in the neighbourhood.

Under date the 6th instant, the Vice-Cpnsul confirms this intelligence, and

states that the consignee of these slaves was Don Joaquim Eschania, and that

some of them had been purchased for an estate called Buena Vista.

I would respectfully request your Excellency’s attention to the frequency

of disembarkations of Bozals at that part at the south coast, and the fact that

Slave Trade, which under the Government of Colonel Riquelme was checked,

appegrs to have taken quite an impetus, and seems to be carried on with impu-

nity m that quarter.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 557.

The Captain- General of Cuba. to Consul-General Crawford.

(Translation) . Havana, January 10, 1857.

IN consequence of the communication which your Honour addressed to me

under yesterday’s date, relating to the disembarkation of Bozals which was said

to have been effected in the River Manati, I gave the necessary orders by

. telegraph to the Lieutenant—Governor of Trinidad, who, through the same

medium, answers me that by yesterday's post he stated to me that the informa-

tion given by the English Vice-Consul in that city was devoid of any foundation,

and that he was proceeeding with activity to discover the origin of such a
report.

On transmitting to your Honour this reply, I cannot but add that the

Brigadier who at present is in command. of that district, merits from me for his

good qualities, the same confidence as Colonel Don José Riquelme his

predecessor. ‘ ' '

God preserve, &c. . ‘ _

‘ (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

* No. 693.
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No. 558;

Consul- General Crawford to the'Earl of Clm‘endon.—(Received March 4.)

My Lord, Hahdna, February 4, 1857 .
I REGRET to be obliged to report to your Lordship that I have received

intelligence from Mr. Vice—Consul Smith, dated at Trinidad the 30th ultimo, by
Which it appears that another cargo of Bozal 'n'egroes, consisting of upwards of
400, had been landed at Jibaro, in the jurisdiction of Sancti Spiritu.

I understand that there have been several Portuguese visiting the Districts
of Trinidad and Sancti Spiritu, all of them slave-traders, and,‘_most probably,
connected with the expeditions which have, within the last few months, been
successfully landed on that coast, their business having been with partiesvwell
known as slave-dealers in Trinidad, and Mr. Smith having denounced one of the
said Portuguese, named Diaz, to Brigadier Serrano, he was arrested and sent
here in charge, to be dealt with by the Ceptain-General, who informed me that
he had retained him in prison to he sent out of the island, the circumstances of
his connection With Salvador de-Castro and other notorious slave-tmders being
undoubted. ‘ ' '

I considered it my duty, under these circumstances, to suggest to General
Concha the expediency of dealing in a similar manner with De Castro, and his
Excellency assures me that he and others are under surveillance, and will be
subjected to such “ gubernative ”. measures as may be rendered necessary,
should: their conduct lead to the. moral conviction that they continue to be
engaged in the detestable Traffic. .» '

I have, 810. ‘
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

N0. 559. i ,

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of ~Clarendon.——(Received March 4.)

My Lord, ‘ . _ Havana, Februaryvfi, 1857. i
I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship the inclosed copies of

'a letter, dated the 26th ultimo, which I addressed to the Commodore commanding
Her Majesty’s ships and vessels at Port Royal,'Jamaica', and another to the
Reer-Admiral Commander-in-chief of the West India station, dated the 2nd
instant, ufion‘" the state of the Slave Trade.

Recently we have had Her Majesty's brigs “ Atalanta ” 0n the north coast,’
the 5"‘Arab ” and “ Mariner ” cruizing on the south coast, of the island, but, I
beli‘evehthey have all-returned to Port Royal, according to their orders.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 559.

Consul—General Crawford to Commodofe Kcllett.

Sir, . Havana, January 26, 1857. ‘
I AVAIL of the opportunity of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Atalanta ” to

acquaint you that the Slave Trade continues to be carried on to very considerable
extent, and that the result of the information Which has reached me during the
past year, 1856, is that that detestable Trafli'c is not diminished. It appears to
be carried on‘ by Portuguese agents in Vconnection with parties in this island.
The vessels being obtained, and dispatched frOm ports in the United States,
either retain their American registers or have no papers of any kind (in board,
but would, if chased, show the American flag. . They come to a certain place or
places, either one of the cays which layoff the coast of Cuba, or are met at sea
by a coaster with instructions where they are to go to run their cargoes, which,
latelv, have been taken out by the schooners and other craft belonging to theq

CLASS B.
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island, who go on that service. provided with papers which protect the negroes

when landed, and which papers are fraudulently obtained by the bribery and

connivance of the Government authorities ; or else they are taken to be run at

points where the connivance of the local authorities has been previously

secured.
But often the slavers from the African port are of such construction, that

they can run in between and inside the innumerable cays and reefs which

surround this island, where our cruizers cannot follow them if they saw them,

and where they cannot be seen by the officers from on board of our men-of—war,

and itiis for that reason, and no other, that they escape the vigilance of our naval

Cammanders.
I am, therefore, of opinion that a class' of vessels of lighter draft of water

than any which are at present employed upon that service would, probably, be

more eflieient, not passing 6 to 10 feet draught, and in' sufficient numbers to watch

the coast well, Would, I submit to your superior judgment and experience, he

more likely to check and put an end to this horrible Trade in human flesh, and,

if you should be of the same opinion, perhaps you may think it advisable to

suggest Such an alteration in the proper quarter.

' . I have, 850. , _ .
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 559.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to Rear—Admiml Fan'shawe.

(Extract) Havana, February 2, 1857.

I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith a copy of a letter which, on

the 26th ultimo, I addressed to the Commodore at Jamaica upon the subject of

the Slave Trade, which continues to be ear'iried on in this island, and with refer-

ence to the opinion which I have therein expressed with regard to the class of
vessels which are employed cruizin‘g to prevent that horrible Traffic, I think it
necessary to state that that opinion is founded upon the experience of many

years’ residence, and the result of the efforts of Her Majesty’s cruize'rs during

that period, and for some time previous, enabling me to report that not one

slaver with slaves on board has been brought into this port for sixteen years, and

the captures by the “ Vestal ” the only ones which, with two 0r three exceptions,
have come under the jurisdiction of the Mixed Court. Previous to that time
the captures of slavers with slaves on board were numerous, but never in propor-

tion to what might have been the case had the cmizers been vessels of a descrip-

tion better adapted for the arduous service in which they were engaged, expeé
rienee having shown the danger to Which 0111': oflieers and men exposed themselves
by boating expeditions inside the cays and islands, as in the case of Lieutenant
Murray, of the “ Rover,” and others, where the eruizers, being unable to follow
the slavers, their fleeter craft, of lighter draught, were followed by the eruizer’s
boats, and disappointment and loss of men was the consequence of the untiring
zeal which characterizes our naval Commanders, who have done all that skill
and energyhould effect in the execution of their duty.

It is that untiring execution of their duties by our officers which has
rendered it necessary for the slavers to devise the means of avoiding our cruizers,
and so the trader (if not calculated to run inside the eays and reefs) is met at
some given point by craft of lighter draught of water, and by these last the slaves
are brought in and lafided in the way I have described in my letter to Commodore
Kellett, and I think I may safely assert that, unless the prevention of the Slave
Trade is carried out by cruizers such as I have described, and in sufficient
numbers effectually to guard the whole coast of the island, the Slave Trade will
continue to be carried on as it is, and has been ever, since the celebration of the
Treaty for its suppression.
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No. 560.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 9, 1857.

I HAVE received your despatch of the '1 1th January last, inclosing copies
of a correspondence Which has passed between you and the Captain-General
of Cuba relative to a disembarkation of slaves which is reported to have taken
place in the River Manati, to the eastward of Trinidad, and I have to acquaint '
you that I approve the letter addressed by you to the Captain-Greneral, and the
steps taken by you in this matter.

, I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 561.

The Earl of C’laremkn t0 Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofice, March 9, 1857.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 4th ultimo, I have to acquaint

you that I approve the steps taken by Mr. Vice—Consul Smith and by you in
order to obtain the expulsion from Cuba of the slave-traders Diaz and De
Castro.

. ‘ I am, 850.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Not 562.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul« General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, March 10, 1857.

WITH reference to that part of the despatch from Her Majesty’s Commis-
sioners dated the 3151; of January, which relates to the manner in which cedulas,
or tickets of registration, have been fraudulently obtained by the slave—tifaders,
and have been used by them to prevent the detection of their newiy-imported
African slaves, I have to instruct you to bring the Whole subject of these
cedulas under the serious consideration of the Captain—General of Cuba.

You will- state to his Excellency, that it is quite clear that however good
may have been the intentions with which the, system of registration of slaves
was established, it now operates as an effectual disguise of the newly-imported
negro, and consequently it is a direct encouragement given to the slave-dealers
by the authorities of the Government.

, You Will add, that Her Majesty’s Government therefore trust that. General
Concha Will take measures immediately fort he enforcement of a bond fide regis-
tration of the slaves in Cuba. ,

You will make the above representation to the-Captaiu-General verbally,
offeling to address a note to him on the subject , if his Excellency should

' desire it. v '
V I am, &c.

- (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 563.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 13, 1857.
WITH reference to my deepatch of the 20th ultimo, I transmit here

With, for your information, a copy of a despatch from the, Governor of Sierra
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Leone to Mr. Secretary‘Labouchere, containing further particulars with regard

to the slaves collected in the Rio Pongas for exportation to Cuba.
, I am, 820.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure in No. 563.

‘ Governor Hill to Mm'. Labouohere.

Sir, Government Houee, Sierra Leone, January 3, 1857.

. ‘ I HAVE the honour to inform you that information having reached me on

the 27th ultimo, to the effect that 900 slaves are in irons in a barracoon at a

town called Balandogoo, in the Rio Pongas, said to he the property of a Spaniard

named Calantovah, I at once communicated the same to the Senior Naval Officer

of the Northern Division.
Mr. Calantovah, the owner of those tilaves, is supposed to have gone to

the Havana for the purpose of making his arrangements respecting the disposal

of them, and he is expected to return about a month from this date, With two

schooners to ship the slaves for transportatipn to Cuba.

I have made the Senior Naval Officer acquainted with the proceedings

and intentions of this slave—dealer, including the manner proposed for eluding

the scrutiny of any searching officer, which is to stow the slaves in the bottom

of the vessel, covering them With a light deck, on which a load of ground-nuts

are shipped, thus making the vessel appear in the character of an honest trader,

with the usual cargo on heard.
I beg leave to add, that this informhtion satisfies me that I am correct

in believing the great number of slaves which are passed in canoes from the

south to the northward of this Colony are intended for tran5portation, and not

for domestic labour, as some persons are pleased to suppose.
I have, &c.

(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL.

 

No. 564;.

. Consul- General Crawford to theEarl of Clarendon.-—(Received March 17.)

My Lord, : Havana, February 10, 1857.

I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a letter which 1

addressed to the Captain-Generai, and alsq his Excellency’s answer, respecting

two cargoes of' slaves Which were recently landed on this island.

The one, consisting of upwards of 4OQ Bozals, took place at 01' near to

Gibaro (or Jibaro), in the jurisdiction of Sancti Spiritu, on the south side. The

other landing was effected near to and in the district-of Bahia Honda, from the

Spanish schooner “Pajaro Verde,” and consisted of between 400 and 500,

not one of either cargo having been captured by the authorities, Who, your

Lordship will observe by General Concha’s note, have denied all knowledge of

such disembal‘kations.
Mr. Smith, the Vice-Consul at Trinidad, and my informant on the north

side, with regard to the occurrence near Bahia Honda, have both confirmed

their first communications, so that I have no doubt of the facts Which I have
reported to his Excellency, and the inducements, now stronger than ever they

have been are such, that 1 am apprehensive the Slave Trade will be carried on
with renewed activity.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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Inclosure l in No. 564.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Captain- General of Cuba.

Havana, February 7, 1857.
I HAVE the unpleasant duty of acquainting your Excellency that the

British Vice-Consul reports from Trinidad, of date the 30th ultimo, that upwards
of 400 Bozal ncgroes had been landed in the Vicinity of Jibaro,rin Sancti
Spiritu ; and I have also received intelligence that a cargo consisting of between
400 and 500 slaves have been landed on the coast of Bahia Honda. very
late] .

yI understand that the Bozals landed near Jibaro were brought by a vessel
rigged as a brig, and those landed near to Bahia Henda werelvbrought by the
Spanish schooner “ Pajaro Verde.” '

I have, 8m.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No 564.

The Captain- Ge'neml‘of Cuba to Consul~Geneml Crawjbrd.

(Translation) ' Havana, Febmary 2, 1857.
I HAVE received your Honour’s communication of the 7th of this month,

relative to the disembarkations of Bozal negroes Which you inform me were'
lately effected in the jurisdiction of Bahia Honda and Sancti Spiritu ; and
although the respective Lieutenant-Governors, after the orders which I sent. to
them by the telegraph, have answered that until now they knew nothingof any
such matter, I shall take care to communicate to your Honour whatever results,
true or false, respecting the matter, in consequence of the further investigations
which these authorities are making.

God preserve, 8:0. - ‘
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 ‘

No. 565.

The Earl of Clarendon ta Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 19,} 1857.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from

Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagosfieontaining information respect-
ing the shipment oftwo cargoes ofslaves from the- Bight of Benin;

‘ ' I am, &c. M . - ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

“ No. 56.
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No. 566.

The Earl of Clarandbn to Acting Consul Lindegren.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, April 28, 1856.
’ THE Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afi'airs has informed Her Majesty’s

Charge d’Afl’aires at Rio de Janeiro that the Brazilian L_egations' and Consulates
are made acquainted with the information which from time to time reaches the
Imperial Government with regard to the deSigiis of the slave-traders 1n. the
United States, Havana, and on'the coast of Africa; and the Brazilian Minister
further states, that if the Diplomatic and Consular Agentspf Her Majesty W111
communicate with the Legations and Consulates of Bram], they Will always
meet with the greatest willingness on the part of Brazilian Agents to co-operate
With them for the {suppression of the Slave Trade. . 1

I have accordingly to instruct you to communicate freely on Slave Trade
matters With your Brazilian collieague on all occasions on Which YOII may he of
opiniOn that such a ceurse would be useful in frustrating the demgns of the
slaveatraders.

I am, &c. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

No. 567,

 

Acting Consul Linde‘gren to the Earl of Clarendonr—(Rewz’ved June 14.)

My Lord, ‘ Porto Rico, May 26, 1856.
I HAVE the hon0ur to acknowledge i‘eceipt of your,Lordship’s despatch

of the 28th April last, stating that the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afi'airs
had infermed Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afl'aires at Rio Janeiro, that the Brazilian
Legations and Consulates are made acquainted with the information which, from
time to time, reaches the Imperial Government with regard to the designs of
the slave-traders in the United States, Havana, and on the coast of Africa, and
that the Brazilian, Government further states that, if the Dipldmatic and
Consular Agents of Her Majesty will eOmmunicate with the Legations and
Consulates of Brazil, they will always meet with the greatest Willingness on the

' part of Brazilian Agents to co-operate with them for the suppression of the
Slave Trade.

As long as the present Governor remains here.I see no chance of any
attempt being made to renew the Slave Trade in this island; and although I
know from undoubted authority that, owing to the recent mortality among the
working classes Occasioned by the cholera, several persons Were desirous of
applying to the General for permission to undertake an expedition, they desisted
doing so, on account of his well-knOWn animosity to the Traflic, and his Excel-
lencyx with the view of obviating the want of labour as much as possible, has
lately granted a privilege to a commercial house here to bring in 3,000 Coolies
by way of trial, to he followed up by others in case of its proving successful. I
shall not, however, hesitate to communicate with my Brazilian colleague when-
ever I am of opinion that such a course would be useful in frustrating the
designs of slave-traders. '

' I have, &c.
(Signed). CHARLES LINDEGREN. '
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No. 568.

Acting Consul Lindegren to 1126 Earl of Clm~endon.——(ReceivedJune 14.)

My Lord, Porto Rico, Meg 27, 1858.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that on the 23rd of March

last, a negro girl named Celi‘nda presented herself at this Consulate with a, letter,
copy of‘which I have the honour to‘ annex, stating at the same time, that
although born a slave in the Dutch Island of Curazoa, she hadgbeen emanci-
pated in the Danish Island of St. Thomas; where 'she had been residing with her
mistress some years, When that event took place in, 1848. Some" time subse-
quently she accompanied her original mistress to this place, Where it would
appear that person, doubtless iI'IStigated.‘ by: a secondparty, threatened to again
reduce her to slavery, and as there Were neither Dutch :10:- Danish Consuls iri
this iSland, she had applied to me for protection. » 7 ‘

l‘readilyygranted her an asylum, telling'her she could remain in my. house
until her case could be investigated, finding which her pretended mistress
instantly drew up, and presented persuhally a petition to the Governor, claiming
her as her slave, Whieh petition his‘Exaellency forwarder} me in a letter dated
28th of March, copy of 'whichtwith translation and my enSWer thereto, I have
the honour to inclose. General Lemery subsequently infermed me verbally that
he had referred the case to the Governor of St. Thomas, asking him information
upon the subject. * i , _ '

In this state the afi‘hir rested until yesterday, when I received a despateh
from the Governor of' St. Thomas, copy ofwhich [1 have also the honour to
inclose, returning me thanks for the Steps I had taken in the girl’s behalf, and
fully cOnfirming her claims to freedom. - V . _ '

Trusting your Lordship “will approve of my proceedings in this matter,

 

I have,~&c. V. _ . t - u _
(Signed) CHARLES LINDEGREN. '

Inclesuie 1 in No. 568.

Mr. Bithom ta Aeting Consul I/indegren. .

Sir, ; , St. John’s, Porto Rica; March 23, 1856.
THE bearer Celinda, native of Curazoa, has begged me to apply to yOu as

Her Britannia Maj‘estyfs Consul in her behalf, stating that she has been illtreated
yesterday by Mr. E. Gimene2,'brot_her of Don Eleuterio, and‘ alth0ugh being
emancipated in St. Thomas in 1848, has been threatened by him to, be tied,
and sent to the country, where he is living, in case he could not sell her here in '
town. ‘

It Seems Mr. Gimenez is a fi'equent'visitor of Sefiora Cohen’s house, to
whom this girl helonged until the emancipation in St. Thomas; and having
followed her former mistress by her oWn free Will to this place four years after
the emancipation, Mr. 'Gimenez wishes to make her believe, that she is still a
Slave, as she cannot show any paper concerning her freedom. To ‘myknow;
ledge the bearer is an honest, industrious person, and, I ha‘Ve therétbre not
hesitatedin recommending her to your kind protection, hoping yOI; will be ahlé
to See justice done her without having much tremble." ' ‘ ’ '

. » ' , , I remain, Ste. ‘ _
' (Signed) G. H. BITHORN.
 

Ihe'losure 2 in N0. 568.

The Governor of Porto Rico to Acting Consul Léndégreh.

(T‘fanélation.) ' ‘ ' Porto Rico, Mdrch 28; 1856;.
. MRS. SARAMII COHEN, an . inhabitant ; of this eity‘ has made her

appearance before me with the ’ accompanying petition soliciting} from me the
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necessary orders so that the slave Celiuda, belonging to her, be forced to return
to her house, from. which she ”has been absent for some days, and is, it would
appear, in that of your Honour; in consequence of which you will please inform
me of What you'know in the matter, so that I may be enabled to cometo a
decision upon the subject. .

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE LEMERY.
 

Inclosure 3 in No. 568.

Acting Consul Lindega'en to the Governor of Porto Rico.

Sir, Porto Rico, March 31, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excellency’s note of
the 28th instant, inolosing me a petition made by Donna Sarami Cohen,
relative to a negro girl that she affirms belongs to her, but who had run away
from her house, and had taken refuge in mine, and asking me for information
upon the subject. ' ' .

, In reply, I beg to state to your Excellency that, on Sunday the 23rd
instant, the girl Celinda came to me with a letter, copy of which I inclose, and by
which your Excellency will see that she had been ill-treated by Don Euclides
Gimenez, who it appears cohabits with, and has two children by. Sarami Cohen.
The girl also states, and there are persons here who know it to be the fact, that
at the time of the emancipation of the slaves in the Danish islands, she had
been for some time living with her mistress, domiciliated in that of St. Thomas,
and that she continued there for four years afterwards; the girl, therefore, is
unquestionably free: and in addition to this I am told, from very reliable
authority, that Sarami Cohen received, through her sister, who still lives'at
St. Thomas; an indemnification for her from the Danish Government.

The unj ustifiable attempt, therefore, of Sarami Cohen and Don Euclides
'Gimenez to reduce her to slavery in this island is highly censurable, and I' have
no doubt your Excellency will consider it and dispose of it as such. I told the
girl that although I pitied her it was a case in which I could not officially inter-
fere, and recommended her to present herself personally to your Excellency,
which she intended doing on "Wednesday last, Monday and Tuesday being
holidays. , ,

On Tuesday, however, Don Francisoo Sigel, Head 'of the Police here,
called at this Consulate, and left a verbal order that she was to preSent herself
to the Secretary immediately, a circumstance that, had it not been on account
of the day, would not have surprised me? as I am told M. Garcia received
several “ empefios ” on the mistress’ behalf. I however desired her to go imme-
diately, and sent my clerk with her to explain matters. M. Garcia told her she
could return here, and that he would speak to your Excellency upon the
subject.

The matter remained in this state until I received your Excellency’s note,
to Which I should have replied before had my time not been taken up With other
matters consequent upon the arrival of the steamer. ‘

I have spoken with persons who knew the girl in St. Thomas, and they all
declare her free, and the would-be mistress. has repeatedly said so before the
people residing in her neighbourhood. A person who read the letter relative'to
the money paid by the Danish Government is also, I am told, in the island, and
would,,no doubt, substantiate the fact if called upon to do so.

I beg toreturn to your Excellency the petition referred to, and haVe, &c.
(Signed) CHARLES LINDEGREN.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 568.

The Governor of St. Thomas to Acting Consul Lindegren.

Sir, Govem’ment House, St. Thomas, May 24, 1856.

ALIA'OW me to express to ybu the grateful sense of this Government for
the exortmii which you have so kindly and so‘ successfully bestowed in behalf of
the black girl Celinda, whose liberty her former mistress, Donna Sarami Cohen,
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it appears, has dared attempt to deprive, her of, although she, through her
substituted attorney, according to power of which, I have the honour to inclose
a copy, had received the indemnity accorded by law to owners of slaves which
became free by the Act of Emancipation in the year 1848.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) H. H. BERG.

 

No. 569.

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting'Consul Lindegren.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 30, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 27th May last, reporting the

steps which you had taken to prevent the illegal reduction to slavery of a negro
girl named Celinda, who had been emancipated in the Danish Island of
St. Thomas, and had afterwards accompanied her mistress to Porto Rico.

And I have in reply to inform you that I approve your proceedings in this
matter.

I am. &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON. V

 

No. 570.

Acting. Consul Lindeg'ren to the Earl of Clarmdonw—‘(Receivecl August 18.)

My Lord, I , Porto Rico, July 26, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
of the 30th June, in answer to mine of the 27th May, reporting the steps
I had taken in the case of .the negro girl Celinda in preventing her illegal reduc-
tion to slavery after having been emancipated in the Danish Island of
St. Thomas, and I am happy to learn that your Lordship has been pleased to
approve of my proceedings in this matter. _

I have, 836. '
(Signed) CHARLES LINDEGREN.

 

CLASS. B.
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No. 57.].

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Murray.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofice, November 21,‘ 1856.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Scarlett,

Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeirofi“ stating that he has been informed that
slave-vessels are furnished WItII water and the stores necessary to enable them
to carry on the Slave Traffic from the Canary Islands; and I have to instruct
you to take the necessary steps with the view‘to ascertain Whether Mr. Scarlett’s
information iscofrect, and you will report to me .the result of your inquiries in
this matter.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 572.

Consul Murray to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Received January 8, 1857.)

(Extract) Canary Islands, Tenemfe, December 24, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your ‘Lordship’s

despatch dated the 21st ultimo, transmitting to me a copy of a despatch
dated the 14th of last October, addressed to your Lordship by Her Majesty’s
.Minister at Rio de Janeiro, stating he has been informed that slave-vessels are
furnished with supplies from these islands, and that a Portuguese, named Lima,
is said‘to be the person who furnishes them.

I beg to assure your Lordship that I am not aware of any such transaction
taking place within my jurisdiction; and from 'the manner in which affairs of
this nature become knewn, I should deem it almost impossible that they could
take place without coming to my knowledge. My Vice-Consuls—copies of
whose despatches I have the' honour to inclos‘e~—express themselves of the same
opinion With myself, and are unaware that any person bearing the name of Lima
is residing in these islands. 1 should therefore be Inclined 'to believe that
Mr. Scarlett’s informant Was in error When alluding to the Canary Islands, , and
that some other group was intended. '
 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 572.

Vice—C’onsul Carpenter to Consul Murray.

Sir, . V Port Orottwa, December 8, 1856.
. I HAVE received your circular dated the 5th instant, requesting to beinformed whether any slave-vessels have been furnished With water and stores in

this portvf'or carrying on the Traffic, and whether any person bearing the name of
Lima is known here, and also whether it is likely that such proceedings could
take place Without being known to me.

- In reply, I have. to inform you that nothing of the above has or could take

3” No. 184. * '
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place within this district without coming to my knowledge, and that there is no
Portuguese or other person hereabouts that is at all likely to be concerned with
slave-vessels or their Traffic.

I am, 810.
(Signed) THOS. CARPENTER.
 

Inclosure 2 in No. 572.

Vice-Consul Houghton to Consul Murray.

Sir, Grand Canary, Las Palmas, December 11, 1856.
IN answer to your circular of the 5th instant, stating “ that Her Majesty’s

Minister at Rio Janeiro had been informed that slave-vessels had taken in stores
and water in these islands for carrying on their Traflic, aided by a persontof the
name of Lima,” I have only to say, that on this island no person of that name is
known, nor have I any suspicion of‘ any one here who may be thus employed, it
not being easy in so small a town that anything of the kind should take place
Without its coming to my knowledge, and I have heard no rumours of the sort.

I have,‘&c. ,
(Signed) HOUGI-ITON HOUGHTON.

 

No. 573. V

Consul Murray to the Earl of Clarendon.-~(Received January 14, 1857Q)

My Lord, Canary Islands, Teneréfe, December 30, 1856.
WITH reference to my despatch‘ of the 24th instant, ,on the subject of

slave—vessels being supplied With provisions and water in these islands, I have
the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a deepatch from Mr. Vice-Consul
Topham, which I received too late to forward on that occasion.

I have, 850. ' .
(Signed) HENRY JOHN MURRAY.
 

Inclosure in No. 573.

Vice: GonSul Topham to Consul Murray.

Sir, ~ Lanzarote, Part Arrecife, December 16, 1856
IN answer to your circular of the 5th instant, I beg leave to state‘that,

since my appointment as .Vice-Consul for this ‘island,fno transaction of the ,
nature therein specified has taken place, nor do I rememberanything of like
nature having taken place since my residence in this island, or think it probable
that such a- proceeding should be attempted within this Vice-Consulate diStrict,
and much less Without my knowledge. I Will, however, be on the alert, and
should any such act be attempted, I will take every means in my power‘ to
prevent it, and give you timely advice. . _ . ' .

There is no person here of the name of Lima, nor. does any one remember
having known or heard of the name. ' v ' , , .

‘ I am, 850. .
(Signed) JOHN T. TOPHAM.
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No. 574Y

Vice-C'onsul Smith to the Earl of Clm'endonr—(Recei'ved May 1.)

My Lord, ‘ Trinidad de Cuba, March 31, 1856.
I HAVE the honour and satisfaction to report to your Lordship, that

during the quarter of the year this day ended, there have not been any
expeditionsof slaves from Africa landed within the jurisdiction of this Vice~
Consulate.

Having received information that a slayer is expected shortly to arrive on
this coast, I took occasion to acquaint the Governor of what I had heard, and I
have now the pleasure of informingvyour Lordship that such steps have been
taken by his Honour as doubtless Will preclude the possibility of a landing of the
negroes being effected without detection in this district.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) WM. SIDNEY SMITH.
 

N0. 575. _

Vice-Gonsul Smith to the Earl of Clgzrendon.-(Received May 1.)

My Lord, Trinidad de Cuba; March 31, 1856.
ON the 16th instant his Excellency the Captain-Generel Don José de la

Concha arrived at this city, .and remained till the evening of the 19th. During
his stay every demonstration of respect was shown to him by all classes of the
people, who held a sort of jubilee in honour of his arrival.

A fitting opportunity havingpresented itself, I expressed to his Excellency
the satisfaction'which it must have afforded Her Majesty’s Government to learn
that, owing to the vigilance and zeal of his Excellency’s oflicers in command
during the past year, so many slavers had been unable to efl'ect a landing of their
miserable victims on the coasts of this jurisdiction, and that to be able to report
a Continuance of such praiseworthy conduct on the part of those officers would
always be for me a source of the highest satisfaction. ' ’

General Concha in reply was pleased to say, that. his orders upon that
subject were most peremptory, and that although the extent and nature of these
coasts afforded great facilities for carrying on the Slave Trade, he nevertheless
felt confident that the measures he had taken for the purpose would speedily
result in its total annihilation in this island.

- I have, &c.
‘ (Signed) WM. SIDNEY SMITH.

 

No. 576.

ViceaCfinSul Smith to the Earl of Clarendom-—(Received September 1%)

My Lord, .Trim‘dad de Cuba, June 30, 1856'.
.THE Commandancia-General 0f the Central Department of this island

haYing been removed to this city, the Brigadier Commandante-General, Don
LUIS Maria Serrano, arriired here oh the 16th ultimo, and. assumed the political
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and military command of this’ Lieutenant-Governorship, the late Governor,
Colonel Riquelme, having gone to Spain.

Previous to the Brigadier setting out for his new destination, he was invited
by General Concha to visit the capital. to receive his instructions, which were, I
learn from himself, principally with regard to the African Slave Trade, which he
was to prevent by every means in his poWer.

Since his arrival here two or three suspicious vessels have appeared on this
coast, but owing to the prompt and well-cornbined measures taken by the
Brigadier, any attempts which the slave-traders may have made have been
thwarted, thus again affording me the lively satisfaction of being able to report
to your Lordship that there have not been any slaves from Africa landed in the
jurisdiction of this Vice-Consulate at any time during the three months ended
this day.

I have, &0.
(Signed) WM. SIDNEY SMITH.
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TRIPOLI.
 

No. 577.

Consul- Geneml Herman to the Earl of CIarendon.—(Received May 20.)

My Lord, Tripoli, April 28, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the exportation of

negro slaves from all the ports of this Regency has been for ever prohi-
hited.

The Governor-General in his circular despatch proclaiming this event,
stated, however, that from the great conglomeration of slaves at different points
of the coast, by the recent arrivals of severe] large caravans 'from the interior,
and, moreover, fromthe great difficulty of subsisting them in the state of famine
and pestilence to which the country is at present reduced, that he had suggested
to the GoVernment of Constantinople the expediency of suspending the execution -
of the prohibitory Decree until the month of March 1857.

In themeantime, until the decision of the Imperial Government be known,
the Decree will be rigorously enforced.

I have, &c.
($igned) G. F. HERMAN.

 

No. 578.

The Earl of Clarendon ta Consul-General Herman.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, May 28, 1856;
I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a despatch which I have received from

Her Majesty’s Consul at Caneafi‘ inclosing a list of fourteen vessels Which arrived
at Canea and Luda, between the 5th of Jamuary and the 8th of April last,
bringing slaves from the Regency of Tripoli. '

I have to, instruct you to use your utmost efl'orts in order to prevail upon
the Pasha of Tripoli to take effectual measures for the purpose of securing the
observance Within his Regency 0f the Vizirial letter of the Eorte 0f the 18th
March, 1855, prohibiting the exportation of slaves from the‘Regency of Tripoli
to Crete.

If such measures shall‘not be adopted, Her Majesty’s Government will be
under the necessity of seriously remon‘strating'with the Porte against the Pasha’s
remissness in regard to the prevention of SlaVe Trade.

I'am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 579.

Consul- General Herman to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Received June 30.)

My Lord, Tripoli, June 2/0, 1856;
IN my despatch of the 28th April I had the honour to repent to your

Lordship that the exportation of negro slaves had been prohibited from all
the ports of this Regency. ‘

’3 No. 638;
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Some days after the promulgation of this order, I discoyered that 95 slaves
had been embarked by the principal municipal authority of the town during the
night, and dispatched at daybreak to the Levant.

I immediately informed the Governor-General that I Should be compelled
to report to your Lordship and to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Ports, this
flagrant infraction of the order in question by a public authority, and that too
at a time when it is particularly incumbent on all persons of rank and station in
the land to set an example of devotion to their country by actively eo-operating
in the application of those measures of reform which it is the enlightened solici-
tude of the Government to introduce into the Ottoman Empire.

This morning I received a reply to my communication, the substance of
which I can only to-day convey to your Lordship, as there. is no time for a
translation. ' ,

His Excellency states that at the period when he received orders from the
Porte to prohibit the further exportation of slaves, from the recent arrivals of
several large caravans from different parts of the interior, there were upwards of
6,000 in the Regency; that from the difficulty of subsisting these unfortunates,
exhausted as the country is by the triple calamity of civil war, pestilence, and
famine, he had, by the advice of the Municipal Council, taken. upon himself to
extend the period of exportation to the 15th of the Ramadan (19th May), during
Which interval he admits that, in addition to the 95 mentioned by me, 40 or 50"
more were embarked in two other ships; and concludes by assuring me that
henceforward the, prohibition Will be rigorously enforced.

But so closely interwoven into all the habits and traditions of' Turkish life is
domestic slavery, and so powerfully arrayed is the whole body of the ancient
prejudice with all the inert resistance of ancient habits against the measure of
prohibition, that for some time to came I fear it will be impossible to prevent a
contraband trade in slaves from this Regency.

I have, &c. '
(Signed) G. F. HERMAN.
 

Inclosure in No. 579.

Consul- General Herman to the Governor- General of Tripoli.

Excellency, Tripoli, June 10, 1856.
I HAD the honour of receiving from your Excellency on the 26th April

last, a despatch conveying the gratifying intelligence that by an Imperial firman
the exportationyof negro slaves from all ports of this Regency was henceforward
prohibited, and, moreover, that the most precise instructions had been “issued'to
all the public emplOyés to rigorously enforce the execution of the measure.

It is With the most poignant regret that I have now to report to your
Excellency that on the 13th night of the month of Ramadan, only twenty—three
days after the promulgation o’f the order in question, the Sheik El Bled, by a
base prostitution of the power and authority with Which he is‘ invested, under
cover of the darkness, embarked 95 slaves on board his own vessel the “ Eftichia,”
Captain Rais Mohamed, and dispatched her at daybreak in the morning to
Smyrna, by a flagrant evasion of the usual custor’n-house regulations of the
port.

This grave and outrageous Violation bya public authority of the enlightened
measure of humanity so recently promulgated by His Highness the Sultan, it
becomes my imperative duty to report to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary 01
State for Foreign Affairs, and to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte.

To your EXCellency I must unequivocally express the opinion that in the
present instance the ofl’ence is intensely-aggravated by the status of the delin-
quent, the highest municipal authority of the town, and committed as it was at
a moment when it is particularly incumbent on all persons of rank and station
in the land to set an example of devotion to their country, by actively co-operating
in the application of those great and salutary measures of reform Which it is
the enlightened solicitu-de of the Government to introduce in the various branches
of the administration of the'Ottoman Empire.

I have, 850. ‘
(Signed) G“ F. HERMAN.
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No. 580.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul—General Herman.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 5, 185.6.
I HAVE received your despatch of“ the 20th ultimo, reporting that

the principal municipal authority of the town of Tripoli secretly shipped off 95
slaves to Smyrna, after the promulgation of the Decree prohibiting the exporta-
tion of slaves from all the ports of the Regency 0f Tripoli.

I have, in reply, to inform you that I approve your proceedings in this
matter; and I have to instruct you in future to keep the strictest watch upon
the proceedings of the parties interested in the Slave Trade, and to denounce to
the Government of Tripoli any attempt which may be made to continue that
trade.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

_ No. 581.

Consul-Generavl Herman to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received July 28.)

My Lord, Tripoli, June 28, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 20th instant, I have'now the honour
to transmit to your Lordship a copy of the examination taken in my presence of
Antonio Scotto, a British subject, and an employé in the Quarantine Depart-
ment of this place. This document will demonstrate the extremely loose and
unsatisfactory manner in which the service of the Department in question is
carried on.

I am well aware the Director may urge, that by virtue of superior orders
from Constantinople he may issue bills of health without reference to any
authority here ; but whether the fact of leaving blank bills of health already
signed, to be filled up at the discretion of the “ escrivanos,” be equally a standing
order of the Department, remains to be proved.

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. F. HERMAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 581.

Deposition.

Tripoli, June 27, 1856.

THE following examination was this day made by the Undersigned :—

Antonio Scotto, sworn.
Q. Your profession 2—11. Clerk of the Quarantine.
Q. How long are you in the service ?——A‘. Some sixteen years.
Q. You are then well acquainted with all its rules and regulations ?--A.

I am. i
Q. When. a vessel is about leaving the port for the Levant, what are the

formalities required by the Quarantine ?———A. The captain of the ship presents a
“ teskere ” or “ permis de depart,” signed by the captain of the port, and counter-
signed by the custom-house. The captain must then present the passports
or “ teskeres ” 0f the passengers, upon Which the bill of health is granted.

Q. In. the patent, do you make a nominal return of the passengers ?-——A. No,
the aggregate number alone is given. ‘ ,

Q. The bill of health, by whom is it signed ?——-A. By the Director and
medical 'oflficer with their seals.

Q. Who at present is the Director of the Quarantine ?—A. Dr. Dickson. in
the absence of the Director.

Q. In the early part of the past month of Ramadan were not some 90 to
100 people embarked during the night on board a vessel belonging to the Sheik
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E1 Bled, and which sailed at daybreak the following m011ning.?-—A. Some
hundred were embarked ; but whether by day or night I know not.

Q. On this occasion were the usual; formalities required by the Quarantine
rigorously observed and fulfilled ?—A. '1hey were, with the exception of the
permit of the captain of the port.

Q. Was not this document absolutely lequired by the Qualantine before
issuing the “ teskere ” or patent; 011 was the Quarantine, by its instructions,
justified'111 allowing the vessel to depart without it ?—-A On this occasion we
departed from the rule, as the Sheik El Bled guaranteed us against all the
consequences of the infraction.

Q. Was this informality communicated to Dr. Dickson, and was it done
with his consent ?--—A. It was.

Q. On your oath, did you not know that the major pint of the people
embarked on this occasion were neg1o slaves ?—A. I did not see them with my
own eyes, but I was informed they were slaves. ,

Q. Are you 101n01ant that some time befo1e the expmtation of slaves had
been prohibited ?——A. I only heard that the t1ade was to be abolished.

Q. Are you ignorant that the Dec1ee was read in the Medglis by the
Governor-General and communicated officially to the £01eign Consuls?—A. I am
ignorant of all this. ,

Q. You said just now that you had been informed that slaves had been
embarked. When you took the patent to Dr. Dickson for his signature, did
you inform him of this fact ?——A. I did not.

Q. At what hour was the patent signed ’2—A. I cannot say, as blank
patents already signed are left with me, which I fill up as occasion requires.

Q. In that case the direction of the Quarantine is entirely left to the “ escri-
vanos; ” they may accordingly dispatch vessels without the slightest reference
to the Directo1 ?——A. ThatIS the case.

Q. On this occasion, besides the usual permit of the Captain of the Pelt
Which you stated was wanting, was the certificate of the custom-house equally
wanting?——A. The custom—house ce1tificate1s 9.111ays annexed to the pe1mit ofthe
Captain of the Port.

Q. What15 your monthly pay ?——-.A 150 kaishpiast1es 11-month, about
”.103. sterling.

Q. Did the chief of your Depaitment nevei make known to you that the
exportation of slaves was strictly prohibited ?——-A Nevel. ‘

Q.A1e the public ordeis ot the Government affecting the trade of the port
never made known to you by the Direct01 ?—-A. Never.

Q. Are you also ignorant that the exportation of cattleis prohibited ?—-_-A.
Officially I am.

. (Signed) ANTONIO SCOTTO
, Witness: ,

(Signed) SEEN. CARALAINA.

 

N0. 582.

Consul-General Herman to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receivecl July 28.)

MyLord,T1ipoli, Jun‘e’B, 1856

I REGRET to have to repmt to you1 L01dship anothe1 inflection of the
recent law against the expmtation of slaves.

Some eight days ago a smalLTunisian xebeque cleared out ‘for Gerbi. On
leaving the port she stood to the westwa1d,and, at a point on the coast about
ten miles from the town, took off between 50 and 60 slaves, and bo1e 11p f01 the
Levant.

When this circumstance became known to the Pasha, he immediately
reported it to the authmities at Constantinople, Smyrna, and Alexandria,
for the purpose of taking those ulte11i01 measures which the case required

Three individuals, who were supposed to bathe owners of the slaves, were
cited to appear before him, and exlilain their conduct in the affair. These
people, however, produced documents showing that they had disposed of the
slaves some time before to the individuals V1110 had smugg0tied them ofl Until

CIASS B.
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this matter can be cleared up they have been compelled to enter into heavy
securities for their appearance when required.

In the meantime, it has been reported that a vessel answering to the
description of this xebeque has been wrecked in the Gulf of Syrtis. A party of
Cavalry has been sent off to ascertain the fact. The result I will communicate
to your Lordship so soon as it may reach me.

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. F. HERMAN.

 

No. 583.

Consul- General Herman t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—( Received July 28,)

My Lord, Tripoli, July 1, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
of the 28th .May'last, transmitting a Return of fourteen vessels that had arrived
at the Island of Candie with slaves from this Regency. ,

When the Viziria] letter of the 18th March, 1854, prohibiting the exporta-
tion of slaves to the Island of Crete was made public here, it was, from the first,
foreseen that it would prove utterly inoperative, so far as the jurisdiction of the
authorities here was involved, and from the obvious reason, that it might be
evaded by simply clearing out vessels destined for Candie for some other part of
the Empire. Such was, in fact, the case ‘of the three vessels from this port
mentioned in Mr. Ongley’s Return.

By a reference to the archives of the Captain of' the Port, I find that all
cleared for the Levant.

As the firman prohibiting the exportation of slaves from this Regency at
the period when these vessels sailed had not been promulgated, the local autho—
rities here had no power or authority to prevent their conveying slaves to Smyrna
or other ports of the Levant, but this objection cannot be urged in favour of the
authorities in Candia. Vessels, in contravention of the , law, had entered the
ports of the island, and yet no steps, it appears, were taken to detain them.

Although, as I have already had the honour to obServe to your Lordship,»
in this case no blame attaches to the authorities here, I nevertheless expressed
to the Governor-General the feelings of Her Majesty’s Government on the
subject, and the steps they will be compelled to take, should not greater vigilance
be displayed for the "future.

It is, however, but justice to the Pasha to state to your Lordship that his
efforts to arrest the evil are unceasing; but, unfortunately, he stands alone : the
Whole body of ancient and inyeterate prejudice is arrayed against him on this
question. In fact, to the Mussulman mind, domestic slavery comes down
recommended with the accumulated weight of old tradition and religious
precept; it constitutes almost the fundamental condition of their social system.

Again, it must be borne in mind that this Regency is encompassed on three
sides by a boundless desert, and, on the fourth, by an almost uninhabited seaboard
of 1,600 miles. To prevent smuggling, with the slender means at the disposition
of the Pasha, along so extended a line of frontier, is utterly impossible ; but were
even the converse the case, unless a corresponding zeal and activity be displayed
in other parts of the Empire, no results wonlcl be achieved; But such a consum-
mation is, I fear, extremely remote, since it is notorious that slaves are not only
landed almost daily in the Ottoman capital, but are actually passed through the
custom-house as objects of legitimate merchandize—a fact I should certainly
have questioned had I not derived it from the authority of the Governor-General ’
and of the Director of Customs here,

‘ Thus it would appear that, in its practical operation, the late Imperial
firman on the question of slaves bears a striking affinity to a Spanish Royal
order—it is “ obedicido y no cumplidof’ ’

For this anomalous state of things there would appear to be but one
remedy, namely, the total abolition of slavery throughout the Empire ; a measure
whicil: was, some years ago, adopted by the Bey of' Tunis, and with such happy
resu s.

Butat a moment when a series of great organic changes are in probess of
operation in Turkey, some of which may affect the very existence of the Empire,


