
 

 

 

The Cente

problems 

quality sc

(machine 

If preferre

Interlibra

 

Rights an

Materials 

research u

images an

purposes 

 

Center fo

Identifier:

Range: Sc

Download

er for Researc

with the qua

an, but it will

searchable te

ed, you may r

ry Loan Office

d usage 

digitized by t

use of studen

nd texts may 

without the e

r Research Li

:  

cans  

ded on:  

ch Libraries sc

ality of the or

 be legible. In

ext) when the

request a loan

e. 

the Center fo

nts, scholars, 

not to be rep

expressed, w

braries 

cans to provid

iginal docume

n some cases 

e quality of th

n by contactin

or Research Li

and other res

produced, disp

ritten permis

de digital deli

ent or microf

pages may b

he scan and t

ng Center for

braries are in

searchers of t

played, distrib

ssion of the co

 

ivery of its ho

film reproduc

e damaged o

he language o

r Research Lib

ntended for th

the CRL mem

buted, broad

opyright own

oldings. In som

ction may res

or missing. File

or format of t

braries throug

he personal e

ber commun

cast, or down

ner. 

me cases 

ult in a lower

es include OC

the text allow

gh your 

educational a

ity. Copyright

nloaded for o

r 

CR 

ws.  

nd 

ted 

other 

001 - 491

2022-05-21 17:24:37

a141d1ce-8f4f-4ec0-9f34-755875ac1dbe



Class B.
 

CORRESPONDENCE

WITH

BRITISH MINISTERS AND AGENTS

IN

FOREIGN COUNTRIES,

AND WITH

FOREIGN MINISTERS IN ENGLAND,

RELATING TO

THE SLAVE TRADE.

From April 1, 1855, to March 31, 1856.

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command'of Her Majesty. .

1856.

 

LONDON:

PRINTED BY HARRISON AND SONS-





 

LIST OF PAPERS.

 

AFRICA. Consular—(Big-ht of Benin.)

No. Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1855 1855

1. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . May 8 ' . . Approving his proceedings with
regard to expulsion of La-
maigne1e and other slave-
trade1s . . 1

2, ,7, ,, .. May 8 .. App1oving his proceedingsre-
specting the conspimcy at
Lagos . . . 1

3 ,, ,, .. May 8 .. Approving his dissuzuiing King
of Dahomey £10m attacking
Abbeokuta .. 2

4. ,, ,, .. NIay 8 .. Conespondence with Chevalier
Macedo, respecting Senhm
Jambo’s expulsion from

1 Lagos 2

5. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . June 2 July 18 No information has reached him
» of embarkation of slaves, since

that made on board the
“ Cwsar" . . . . 2

6. ,, ,, . . June 2 July 18 Tlanquil state of Lagos. In-
V Clease of palm--oil t1ade . . 2

7. ,, ,, » .. July 21 Aug. 28 Annual value of palm-oil trade
I ‘ in the Bonny 3

3- ,, ,, ' .. Aug. 2 Sept. 19 Regulations adopted by Sier1a
Leone immigrants fol hearing
and deciding matters in dis-
pute . 3

9. ,, ‘ ,, Aug. 28 Oct. 13 Detention of the Spanish barque

' “ Fernando P0,” in Accra
roads, by Her Majesty’s ships

. “ Dolphin" and “ Minx” . . 6

10. ,, , ,, ' .. Aug. 30 Oct. 13 State of afl'airs at Lagos . 6

11. ,v i ,, . . Sept. 6 Oct. 13 Comespondence with Mr. Han-

' sen 1especting the aggressions
of the Egbas . . . . 12

12. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . . Oct. 18 . . Approving establishment of
, Court of Sierra Leone immi-

glants . . 13
13. ,, ,, .. Oct. 19 .. To express the indignation and

disgust of Hel Majesty’s Go-
vernment at the human
sac1ifice made by the
Egbas . .. .. 13

14. ,, ,. .. Oct. 23 .. Approving his having made
known that Her Majesty’s
Government will not encourage,
and disapprove, aggressions of

. ‘ the Egbas . . 13

V 15. Consul Campbell to the Earl of CIarendon . . Sept. 15 Nov. 12 Letter from Mr. Dawsori, written
' at request of King of Dahomey,

. and Consul3 reply .. 14
16. ,, ,, .. Oct. 1 Nov. 12 Return of the Ibaddans from a,

predatory expedition, with
upwards of 1,000 captives . . 17 ‘

17. ‘ ., ,‘. .. Oct. 2 Nov; 12 Conference of Egba traders with
‘the Sierra. Leone emigrants.
Discontent of Egbas in pur-
suing palm-oi] trade . . . 17’   



iv LIST OF PAPERS.

No.

18. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell ..

19. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon ..

 
20. , ,, . .
21. The Eari of Clarendon to Consul Campbell ..

22- n . .

23. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon ..

24. s: ' V n a .

25. a: _ 31 . .

26. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . .

2 7 u n - -

28. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . .

29' ,, 5, . '

30. n ,9 ' '

31- s: ’3 ' '

32; The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . .

33. ,, s: - -

 

 

Date.
1855

Dec. 5

Oct. 16

Nov. 8
Dec. 29

Dec. 6

Dec. 7

Dec. 8

1856
Jan. 25

Jan. 25

Jan. 6

Jan. 21

Feb. 1

Feb. I 8

Mar. 24

Mar‘ 29 7 

Receipt.
1855

Dec. 19

Dec. 19

1956
Jan. 21

Jan. 21

Jim. 2]

Feb. 18

Mar. 19

Mar. 19

Mar. 19  

SUBJECT. Page

Approving his letter to Mr.
Dawson respecting Wish of
King of Dahomey to enter
into friendly relations with
Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment .. . . . . . .

Inclosing copy of his , letter
to Mr. Dawson, in reply
to one written at the in-
stance of the King of Da-
homey .. .. ..

Intended visit to Ahbeokuta .
Approving his having refused to
visit King of Dahomey . .

Approving his intended visit to
Abbepkuta .. .. ..

Reporting his visit to Abbeo-
kuta .. .. .. ..

Reporting expeditions made by
people; of Ibaddan and Ijage
againgt neighbouring tribes,
and their return with 10,000

captives, and 4,000 head of

cattle.. r.. ..
Reporting what passed at his
private interview with the
Alake of Abbeokuta . . .

Approving his proceedings on
occasion of his late visit to
Abbeqkuta .. .. ..

Approving the language held 1)
him t9 the Alake of Abheokuta
on his late visit

Reporting that H.M.S. “ Hecate”
chased on shore a brigantine
fully equipped for the Slave
Trade . . . . _ . .

Respecting conduct of Portu-
guese shiplmasters towards
self - emancipated Africans
brought as passengers from
Brazil. . . . . . . .

Revival of Slave Trade in Bight
of Benin . . . . . .

Appointment of Signor Giovanni
Baptists. Scale as, Sardinia!)
Consul at Lagos . . . .

Approving his having presented
Signor Scala to King Do-
cemo .. .. .. ..

Copies of instructions to Mr.
Howard and Mr. Jerningham
respecting conduct of Portu-
guese ship-masters towards
liberated Africans, passengers
from Brazil .. .. ..

AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafm.

1855 1855
34. Acting Consul Lynslagexf to the Earl of Jan. 27 Mar. 29 Jnurnal of his Proceedings in the

Clarendon

35. ’ ’3 9’

36. ‘ ‘ ,,

.37; ‘ ” »

Rivers Bonny and Old and
New Calabar .

Feb. 10 Mar. 29 Reporting his return from the

Mar. 3 May 5 Inclosing two letters from King '

Cameroons and Bimbia.
,, .. Mar. 3 May 5 Sends concluding portion of 1115

Journal of Proceedings

Acqua respecting his accept-
ance of a pecuniary compensa-
tion for Ned Adqua’s death . .

19

19
2O

21

21

23

24

24

24

25

25

27

27

27

27

28

49

49

62



LIST OF PAPERS.

38. The Earl 01‘ Clarendon to Acting- Consul
Lynslager

390 u u .-

40- ,7 3’ .-

41. Acting Consu1 Lynsiager to the Earl of
Clarendon

42- ’7 ,’ .I

43. .1 ;, ..

44. u n --

45. The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul
Lynslager

46. Acting Consul Lvnslager to the Earl of
C1a1endon

47. The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul
Lynslager

48. Acting Consul anslager to the E1111 of
Clarendon

49- g, g, .-

50. ,4 ,; ..

51. The Earl of Clarendon to Consui Hutchinson .

52. The Earl of C1a1'endon t0 Acting Consul
Lyns1age1'

53. ,, u

54. ,. n --

55. y' ,9 "

56. The Earl of Clarendon to' Consul Hutchinson .

57. Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of
Clarendon

58. ,, ,, . .

59. ' ” n

60’ ” ’1 ' '

‘61. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson .

62. 91 ' u - .

63. Acting Consul Lynslagel“ to the E111 of
Clarendon

64. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson

Sept.

. Nov.

 

Date.
1855

May S

May 9

May 10

May 30

July

J uly

July

. 31

Oct. 23

Oct. 5

Oct. 5

Oct. 5

Nov. 13

Nov. 23

23

Nov. 23

Dec.

Dec. 7

Oct. 3]

Oct. 31

Oct. 31

Nov. 3
1856

Jan. 5

Jab. 15
1855

Nov. 30

1856
Jan. 30 '

\‘
I

Receipt.
1855

.1111y 18

Aug.

Aug.

Aug. 23

Oct. 13

1511111. 12

Nov. 12

Nov. 12

Dec. 19

Dec. 19

Dec. 19

Dec. 19

1116
Jan. 21  

SUBJECT.

Approving his proceedings in
Riveis Bonny and 01d and
New C111aba1'

To explain clealiyto Kirig Acqua
the ci1cumsta11ces under which
Ned Acqua met with his
death '

Apploving bomhardmeht 01' B00-
bee Island by H131 Majesty’s
ship “ Antelope"

Repmting deiivery 01' presents
to King Amac1ee ..

Acknowledging 1eceipt of de-
spatch approving his ptoceed-
ings in Rivers Bonny and
Calabar . .

Acknowledging ieceipt of de-
spatch relative to Ned Acqua’5
death. Messrs. Hmsia11sagent
has indemnified the Kinir

Acknowledging receipt of de-
spatch approving his pinceed-
iugs against. rebel Chiefs of
Boobee Island .

Respecting disposal ofexKihg
Pepple

Reporting death of King Dapho,
and intended visit to Bonny“

Apploving his intention to pro-
ceed to Bonny .

Journal of his Proceedingsin
the River Bonny and DNeW
Calabar . .

Suggests expediency of visiting
the rivers in his Consular ju-
risdiction every fou1 months.
Want of 11 suitable vessel for
the purpose ..

King Amaciee wishes to have
silver dollars for his last vear1-1
presents

Respecting destruction of Old
Town, Calabar, and conditions
on which it may be rebuilt .

Respecting his proceedings in
ananging dispute at Bonny..

As to disposal of fines for breach
of tiade iegulations . . .

King Amacree's request respect-

in" his presents has been re-
ferred to the Treasury > .

To be reimbursed 93. a-day for
expenses 1nc11r1edm maintain- '
ing lef'ugee Chief's Yaniboo and
Ischacco

As to means to'be afforded him'
of visiting the African rivers.

Journal of his Proceedingsin
Old Ca1abar river

Good effects of dest1action of Old
Town

(‘orrespondence with 11/11. Ed—
gerley relating to younO‘ slaves
taken from 230111 Calabai‘ to
Fernando Po . . .

Respecting detention of Kihg'
Pepple at AsCension.

Correspondence with KingPepple
respecting his wish to come to
England ~ . .

To pay King Amacree his present
in silver doliars

Advising his having drawn abiil
for 1,000 dollars in favour of
ex—King Pepple . .

Correspondence respecting some
African lads coming to Spain
to be educated nu .-

1r

Page

63

61

64

66

67

G7

68'

68 1

68

88

88

88

96

97

99

99

100

100

102



vi

65.

66.

67.

68.
69.

71.

\
I

N
}

73.

74.

75. Consul Newnham to the Earl of Clarendon . . .

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

LIST OF PAPERS.

Date.
1856

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Jan. 31
Clarendon

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon . Jan. 31

n

9’

”

9’

u

9!

AFRICA.

AFRICA.

. Jan. 31

Jan. 31
Jan. 31

Jan. 31

.. Feb. 2

. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson . Mar. 27

Mar. 29

Mar. 31 
1855'

 

Receipt.
1856

Mar. 19

Mar. 19

Mar. 19

Mar. 19

Mar. 19

Mar. 19

Mar. 19

1856

 

SUBJECT. Page

Account for maintenance of
Bonny Chiefs, 45!. .. . . 102

Reporting a visit to the Came-
roons, and inclosing copies of
an Agreement and new Treaty 102

Visit to Bimbia. No infraction
0f Treaty has taken p1ace . . 106

Reporting- a visit to Old Czilahar 106
Copy of 21 new Treaty with Old
Town,Ca1abar .. .. 107

Inclosing‘ copies of correspond-
ence with Mr. Anderson. A130
copies of addresses presented
to him, and of his rep1ies .. 108

Incloses copy of his letter to
senior naval oflicer relative to

means to be afforded him of

visiting the coast ‘. . . . 113
Approving form of manumission
certificate given to ten persons
under Mr. Anderson’s. protec-
tién .. .. .. .. 114

For exphmation with regard to
two points in the new Treaty
concluded by him with Chiefs
01" Old Town, Calabar L . 114

Approving his having bound over
the two Sierra Leone men,
Paul and Boyd, to keep the
peace towards their wives . . 115

(Consular)—Liberia.

Dec. 31 Mar. 19 Inclosing copies of four letters
to the Senior Naval Officer on
African station on Slave Trade
afi'ajts... .. .. .. 116

(Consular)-—-Sherbro River.

1855
Consul-Geneml Hill to the Earl of Clarendon . Sept. 20

” n’

7,

. . Oct. 10

Dec. 1

Dec. 11

1856
The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-General Hill Jan. 25

Consul-General Hill to the Earl of Clarendon . Jan. 17

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-General Hill . Feb. 13

Consul-General H111 to the Earl of Clarendon . Feb. 18  

1855
Nov. 12

Nov. 12

1856

Jan. 21

Jan.’ 21

Feb. 8

Mar. 19  

Transmitting Consular. Agent
Hanson’s report upon the Slave
Trade in the Sherbro district. 118

Transmitting Consular Agent
Hanson’s quarterly report on
Slave Trade .. . . . . 123

Reporting loss of the Spanish
barque “Fernando Po” . . 123

Reporting capture of 86 slaves
by Mr. Macartney, manager of
the Western District. . . . 124

Expressing satisfaction of Her '
Majesty's Government at Mr.
Macartney’s proceedings .. 124

Reporting capture of 119 slaves
by Messrs. Mallard and Pike. 124

Approving proceedings which
resulted in capture of 119
slaves by Messrs. Mallard and
Pike .. .. .. .. 125

Reporting escape of 9 slaves
from a town called Kakie to
the northward of the Colony . 125  



No.

LIST OF PAPERS.

BRAZIL.

84.1Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

85. Chevalier de Macedo to the Earl of Clarendon

86. The Earl of Clarendon to Cheva1ie1' de Macedo

87. The E1111 of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

88. Mr. Howard to the Earl of‘ Clarendon

89. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

90. ,1

91. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

92.

93.

H

,1

.94. The Earl of CIarendon to Mr. Howard

95. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

96.

97

99

98: The 13:er of Clarendon to 1111. Jerningham .

99. Mr. Je1'n'mgham to the Earl of Clarendon ..

100.

101.

’3

91

102. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham ..

103. 17 5,

104. Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of' Clarendon

105

107.

108.

109.

,3

7’

,5

106. The' Earl of Clarendon to M1: Jerningham

110. Mr. Jerningham to the 135111 of Clarendon. ..

111.
112.

113.

”

’9

3’

y, a;

,9

’,

114. Thé Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham . .

115.

116. ’5

3’

’9  

‘Date
1855

Mar. 16

Apr. 12

Apr. 26

May- 8

Apr. 13

June 5

June 6

May 28

May 30

June 6
July 31

July 7

July 13

July 14

Sept. 8

Sept. 8

Aug. 9

Aug. 13
Oct. 5

Oct. 6

Oct. 17

Oct. 26

Oct. 9

. Oct. 9
Oct. 11

Oct. 15

Nov. 18

Nov. 19

Ndv. 21 

June 15

June 15

June 15

Nov. 13

Nov. 13
Nov. 13

Nov. 13 

SUBJECT.

General remarks
Slave Trade . . . . . .

Senhor Jambo complains of his

expulsion from Lagos .

Answer respecting Senhor Jam-

bo’s expulsion from Lagos
Satisfaction :11; cessation of Brazil

Slave Trade . . . . . .

Correspondence of Franrisco

Riverosa, a. suspected slave-

trader '. . . . . . .

Approving proceedings respect—

ing Riverosa . . . . . .

To inquire respecting a woman

taken from St. Vincent, named

Antonia Thereza da Graqa . .

CorreSpondence as to manumis—
sion of John Craven's 3 slaves

Extract from Emperor’s speech

respecting

relating; to Slave Trade
Respecting bonds given by

owners of vessels bound (10

Africa . . . . . .

Respecting delay in liberation of

John Craven’s slaves. . . .

Extract from report. of Minister

for Foreign Afi'airs as to

Slave Trade .. . . . .

Correspondence respecting Mar-

cellino, a liberated African ..

No traces of Riverosa in Brazil.

To thank Brazilian Government
respecting Marcellino

Measures taken by Brazilian

Government for prevention of

Slave Trade . . ..
Respecting de1ay in manumission

of John Craven’s slaves . .

Will inquire into case of Antonia.
da Graga . . .

Satisfaction at measures of Bra-

zilian Government for prevent-

ing Slave Trade . . .

Approving note respecting John

Craven’s slaves . . . .

Note from Brazilian Minister

respecting John Craven’s slaves

No trace of Antonia da GraQa. .

Satisfaction at removal of diffi-

culties about liberation of John

Craven's slaves . . . .

To recommend law for registra-

tion of' slaves . . . . . .

Correspondence respecting Con-

sul Vines’ interference in the

matter of' Mr. Dickson’s sIaves

Copy of despa’tch to Mr. Vines

respecting Mr. Dickson’s slaves

The slave-trader D’Avelar gone

to Africa . . . . . . .

Respecting Antonia. da Graqa. .

Has demanded immediate libera-

tion of' John Craven’s slaves. .

Reported landing of Africans at
'Angra dos Reis . . . .

Approving course pursued rela--
tive to D’Avelar . .

Approving demand respecting
John Craven’s slaves. . .

Approving intended course as to
landing at Angra dos Reis .

vii

Page

130

133

133

133

136

137

138

141
143

145

145

146

147

147

147

148
149

149

150

150'

150

151
152

153

154

154

155

155



viii LIST OF PAPERS.

 

No. Date.
1855

117. Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon . . Nov. 9

'118. ,, ,, .. Nov.‘12

119. ,, ,, .. Nov. 13

120. ,, ,, Nov. 13

121. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham . Dec. 29

1'22. ,, ,, .. Dec. 29
1856

123. 1 1. .. Jan. 9

124. ,. ,, . Jan. 9

1855

1:25. Mr. Jerning‘ham to the Earl of Clarendon . Dec. 7

26. ” ,, .. Dec. 12

127.} ,, ,, .. Dec. 14

128. ,, ,, .. Dec. 14

129; ., ,, .. Dec. 14

130. ,, ,, .. Dec. 14
1856

131. ”The Earl of' Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham . Jan. ,17

132. ,, ,, .. Jan. 17

133. ,‘, ,, .. Jan. 17

134. ,, , .. Jan. 18

135' 9’ n o Jan. 18

136. ,, ,, . Jan. 19

137. Mr. Jerning‘lmm to the Earl (1f Clarendon . . Jan. 8

138. ,, ,, .. Jan. 12

139. ,, ,, .. Jan. 14

140- ,, ,. .. Jan. 14

141. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham . Feb. 19

142. Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon . ‘Feb. 8

143. 5, :9 .. Feb. 11

144. ,, ,, . Feb. 12

145. ,, ,, .. Feb. 12

146. ,, . ,, .. Feb. 12

147. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham . Mar. 17

148. ,, ,, .. Mar. 17

149. ,, ,, .. Mar. 27 

Receipt.
1855

Dbc.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

8

1856
Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb;

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

12

12

12

12

12

1'3

13

13

13

13

10

10 

SUBJECT. Page

Respecting reported landing at
Angra dos Reis. Slave T1ade
movements . 155

Landing- of Africans at Serin-
haem . .. 161

Report of landing at Angra. dos
Reis not confirmed . . 166

Conhadiction of repovted sale
of Antonia da Graqa. . 171

Approving ploceedings as to
reported landing at Angra dos
Reis . 172

Approving proceedings as to
landing at Serinhzlem . 17‘2

SendingD copies of despatch to
Consul Cowper, respecting

landing of Africans al: Serin-
haem . , .. 173

To warn Braziiian Government
against remissness with regard
to renewal of Slave Trade . . 173

Has made communication re-
specting the “ MaryE. Smith,”
of Boston . . [73

Has p1op05ed general registra-
tion of slaves . 174

Respectingpurchase ofMr.Dick-
3011s slaves by Consul Vines . 17.5

Respecting landing of Africans
at Serix1haem.. . . 116

Has communicated capture of
slaver by Her Majestys ship
“ Plumper,” ofl' Cabinda . . 181

Memorandum on Slave Trade
afl'airs . .. .. 182

Approving communication re-
specting the “Mary E Smith” 183

Approving note respecting regis-
tratwn of slaves . . . 184

To urge adoption of effectual
measures for prevention of
Slave Trade . .. . 184

Approving communication re-
spetting capture made by Her
Malestys ship“ Plumper” . . 184

Appxoving 'steps taken respecting
the “ Mary E. Smith" . . 184

Circular to. Consuls in Brazil
respecting purchase of slaves . 185

Respecting two libertos held in
bondage' by Government of
Para . . 185

Plans for introducing Africatis
as natives of Brazil, coloniza-
tion, 81c. . . . 186

Trial of persons implicatedin
Serinhaem afi'air . . . 190

Rumoured landing of Africans- -
in Algoas . 190

Approving note respecting -
libertos employed as slaves
at Para v 191

Capture of “Mary E. Smith," ,
with slaves on 11o:11'.d . . 191

Note from Seuhor Paranhos
respecting the “ Mary E.
Smith" 193

Note from Senhor Paranhos
relative to the Se1inhaem affair 195

Proceedings at Bahia in case of
“ Many E. Smith" . 202

Report of cruize of Her Ma-
jesty's ship “ '1rident." 203

Satisfaction at capture of “Mary
E. Smith" . . 205

Respecting proceedings in the
Serinhaem affair . 205

Revival of Slave Trade1n Bight
of Benin .. . . . . 206  



  

 

   

f

 

 
 

LIST OF. PAPERS. [X

No.1
Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page

1856 1856

150. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerning‘ham . . Mar. 29 . . 1 I Misconduct of Portuguese ship-

» f masters in forcing Africans to

1 land at Whydah and Aghwey,
instead of at Lagos . . . 206

151. ” ,, .. Mar. 31 . vTo thank Brazilian Government

for information given by Senhor

Monteiro to 'Mr. Howard, re-

g specting slave-dealers .. 207

152. n » ...V Mar. 31 . To thank Brazilian Government

‘ for proceedings of Senhor

‘ Monteiro in case of the slave

’ .1036, at Oporto .. . . 207

BRAZIL. (Consula-r)—-Bahia..

1855 1855

153. Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon .. Mar. 17 Apr. 13 Extracts from speech of Presi-

v dent relative to Slave Trade

3 and slavery . . . . 208

154, ,,, ,, . . Max. 31 May 14 Quarterly return of vessels trad-
ing with Africa. . . . 209

155. ,, ,, .. Apr. 3 May 14 Will communicate with Consul
Campbell at Lagos respecting
Slave Trade . . 1 . . . 211

156. L, ,, May 16 June 16 French Minister at Rio claims
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167- ,, ,, ... July 30 Sept. 14 Respecting Mr. Dickson’s slaves 224
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slaves. . . . . ; . . 230
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202. Mr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon . . Apr. 2 May 2 Yucatan Indians will not be

‘ shipped from -Rio Lagartos.
Correspondence thereupon . . 269
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Yucatan . . . 275
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cipal Chamber at. Luanda and
the Governor-General respect-
ing Decree for registration of >

slaves .. .. .. 305
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'to purchase the liberty of the
Brazilian slave at Oporto . 315
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316
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321
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ing importation - of Yucatan
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from Mr. Doyle and Mr.
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Sefior Luzuliagas reply to Mr.
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Africans near Cabanas in
Cuba . . . . . . . .
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ford’s despatch giving number
of Chinese labourers imported
into Cuba. since 1847

Copy of Mr. Crawford's despatch
giving number of Yucatan
Indians imported into Cuba
since beginning of 1855 V
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‘Po” . . .. . . . .
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Copy of a despatch from Mr.
Crawford in reply to General
Zavala’s accusation of inac-
curacy respecting landing of
slaves in Cuba. . . . .
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despatch f1om Mr. Crawford
lespecting further landing of
slaves.. .. 363

Copy of2 despatch from Mr.
Crawford justifying his re-
polts of landings of slaves in
Cuba 1, . .

Sentence of acquittalin case of
the Spanish vessel “Fernando
Po" 1.

Note from General Zavalare-
specting reported landing of
slaves at San Lazaro de Grana-
dillo . . . . . . 364

Assurances given by Spanish
Government in regard to eman-
cipados . .

Conespondence with Spanish
Government respecting inten-
tion of Spanish Government
to bring some African youths
to Spain to be educated . .

Answer to his despatch respect-
ing the; African youths coming
to Spain to be educated . 366

Note from General Zavaia re-
specting alleged landings of
slavesm Cuba.

That steps be taken to prevent
interference of British cruizers
with the vessel thatIs to bring
African youths to Spain

Result of Captain-General of
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gard to landing of negroes at
Granadillo . .

Steps taken to prevent inter-
ference of British cruizers
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far instructions to Bzitish
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on Slave Trade for 1855 ..
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365
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323. Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Feb. 27 Apr. 5 Respecting the introduction of

Claxendon

324- u , l . 9,

325. ,,

Yucatan Indians into Cuba. 373
.. Mar. 1 Apr. 5 Reports having communicated

to General Concha the satis-
factlon of Her'Majesty’s Go-
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CORRESPONDENCE

WITH

FOREIGN POWERS.

AFRICA. (Consular)——Big/zt of Benin.

 

No. l.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, ’ ’ , Foreign Ofiice, May 8, 1855. =

WITH reference to your despatch of the 3rd of February lasti“= respecting

the arrival at Lagos of M. Lamaignére and Senhor Jambo, and reporting the

measures adopted by you to induce King Docemo to fulfil his treaty engages

ments by expelling these and other notorious slave—dealers from his dominions,

I have to inform you that I approve of your proceedings in this matter.

' ’ I am, 8:0.

(Signed) CLARENDON. '

 

N0. 2.

The Earl of Clarendo to Coknsul Campbell.

Sir, Fo'reign Ofi'ce, May 8, 1855.

I HAVE received your deepatch of the 12th of February 1ast,1- giving an

account of the conspiracy Which had been organized at Lagos, in order to bring

about the expulsion from thence of the British and other residents unfavourable

to the Slave Trade, and stating that the conspirators had even formed a plot to

effect your assassination. Your despatch also describes the measures adopted

for frustrating these plots; and I ‘have to inform you that Her Majesty’s

Government entirely approve your proceedings as reported in that despatch.

You will inform King Docemo that Her Majesty’s Government have heard .

of this conspiracy with deep displeasure, and also that they are astonished at his

Want of foresight, as he must be aWare that if the conspiracy had succeeded, or if

, the British Consul had been assassinated, the most signal punishment would

have been inflicted upon all persons concerned in such atrocious acts.

Her Majesty’s Government are, however, glad to hear that some of the

offenders have been punished; and Her Majesty’s Government hope that this

' a Class B. presented 1855, No. 45.’ 1' Ibid., No. 46.
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2 AFRICA. (Consular)——Bigh_t of Benin.

may be considered as a proof that the King is alive to the danger he has
incurred, and that his conduct in future will be more cautious, as well as more
fi'iendly to Her Majesty’s Consul and the British residents, Who, as the King
well knows, have the true interest of himself and his people at heart.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 3.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Camfibell.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 8, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of "the 15th of February last,eié reporting
the measures which you had taken to dissuade the King of Dahomey from attack-
ing Abbeokuta, I have to inform you that I approve ypur proceedings in this
matter.

I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 4.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 8, 1355.
'1 TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, cqpy of a letter Which I

have received from the Chevalier de Maeedo, the Brazilian Minister at this
Court, complaining of the expulsion of Pedro Martins Jambo from Lagos, and
of the answer which I have returned theretod‘

I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 5.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendonr—(Rcceived July 18.)

(Extract) , Lagos, June 2, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that no information has
reached me of an embarkation of slaves having taken place from the Bight of
Benin; since that made on board the condemned Freiich brig “ Caesar,” last
year, in the neighbourhood of Whydah. ‘

The result of this shipment, as well as of the others made by the slave-
traders of the Bight of Benin during last year, from what I can learn, has been
most disastrous to them; all the vessels, except the “Grey Eagle,” under
American colours, having, with their cargoes, been seized by the authorities in
Cuba, and although the ‘.‘ Grey Eagle,” it is said, succeeded in landing her cargo,
she was seized shortly afterwards.

 

No. 6.

Consul Campbellio the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 18.)

(Extract) Lagos, June 2, 1855.

I AM happy in being able to report to your Lordship that perfect
tranquillity reigns at this place, with peace, security, and free navigation along
the whole extent of the lagoons. i

'The palm-oil trade is on the increase, and there are now at anchor in the
roadstead twelve merchant-vessels under various colours (five being English), and
of various tonnages, from 900 to 150. . " '

‘3‘ Class B, presented 1855, No. 47. T Nos. 85 and 86.
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Kosoko and his Cabooceers have entered into this trade with spirit, and

they have sold and embarked from Palma, since that port was open to them,

upwards of 1,000 tons of palm oil.
The average value of palm oil in England is, by late advices, 40l. and

upwards the ton. The local value is at least 20L the ton, of which oneofourth

goes to the trader as profit, and the remaining three-fourths to the manufac-

turers, the industrious natives. The raw material being procured from .the trees

growing indigenous in immense numbers, the whole of that three-fourths may

be considered as profit.
The total quantity of palm oil expected to be shipped from the Bight of

Benin this year, will reach about 12,000 tons. A commerce of such value, in

the profits of which the bulk of the natives, bond or free, participate, must, in

time, produce a beneficial result, and, it may be fairly hoped, With the present

depressed state of the Slave Trade, lead to a state of permanent peace and

security in this part of the country.

 

, No. 7.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 28.)

(Extract.) Lagos, July 21, 1855.

FROM information I have obtained, it appears the annual value of the palm-

oil trade of'the Bonny approaches nearly a million sterling per annum,. and that

the capital embarked in? shipping and merchandise in prosecuting this trade,

floating .in the Bonny river alone, amounts to about half a million sterling.

 

No. 8.

Consul Campbell 150 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received September 19.)

My Lord, 0 Lagos, August 2, 1855.

SHORTLY after assuming my duties as Her Majesty’s Consul at this

place, I was called upon to hear the complaints of various individuals, and to

obtain them redress against the wrongs of which they complained. . ,

Most of these complaints being cases of kidnapping and unjustly‘selling into

slavery persons of free condition, and of seizing for debts not due by the parties

seized, but by others belonging to the same town or country, I did not hesitate

to use my utmost endeavours to obtain redress for the wrongs complained of,

and, in many cases, the punishment of the aggressors. V 4 , _ V

The people finding that they could haVe access to me at all hours, from.

sunrise to sunset, my whole time was soon occupied in listening to complaints of

wrong and oppression, and in obtaining justice for the injured complainants. .

There having been since I arrived at ,my post a considerable immigration

from Sierra Leone of the better class of Africans, men who had been residing for

years in Freetown, and of that class who serve on juries‘in the law courts of

Sierra Leone, civil and criminal, and who have become considerably advanced in

civilization, and have attained correct notions of, right and Wrong, and these

persons also bringing their matters of dispute to me for my mediation and inter-

position, I at length, finding my time too much occupied with these matters,

suggested to them the propriety of forming amongst themselves a sort of court

or tribunal, to hear and determine disputes and difierences and matters of debt,

to hold regular meetings, and to draw up a code of regulations for their

guidance. '
My suggestion after a time was followed up, and I was waited uponrby

several of the persons named as the Committee, with a 00py of the regulations

they had drawn up, and requested by them to make such alterations or additions

as I thought necessary. I complied with their wishes, and gave my sanction to

the regulations Nos. 1‘ to 12, by which they were to guide their proceedings. .

A copy ofrthese regulations I do myself the honour to transmit, trusting
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that your Lordship will view favourably this attempt to supersede the barbarous
and unjust measures usually employed by the community at Lagos to obtain, at
best, but a Wild justice, by the forms, customs, and equitable laws of a civilized
people, and that I shall receive“ your Lordship’s approval of having given my
sanction to the Sierra Leone emigrants’ code of regulations.

The sittings of the Committee are held weekly, on Saturdays, and the
decisions given by them have hitherto been received with satisfaction.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in No. 8.

Regulations.

AT the meeting held this day, May 19th,‘ 1855,

Present:

Messrs. William Savage, James Gooding, Harry Pratt, J. M. Turner,
J . C. Davis, J. T. Nottidge, Annie Euba, J . R. Thomas, John Thomas, John
Davis, Thomas C. Cole, Thomas Davis, Thomas Gabbiden, Pedro, S. B. Williams,
Samuel Williams, William Ray, were appointed a Committee.

Whereas it has pleased the Almighty God in raising good men in England
in redeeming the many thousands of the Yoruba nation in the British colony
called Sierra Leone, and enlightened them by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. and
whereas it pleased the Almighty God since the reign of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria, granted to all the nations above referred to return to their native
country to enjoy their own country and kindred, the ?omtnittee of liberated
Africans feel themselves indebted greatly to God for his providence in-procuring
such means as already vouchsafed unto them, also unto Her Majesty the Queen,
in raising such men in her kingdom, whose hearts are melting as it were every
day for Africans, especially Yoruba in particular. The Committee also is
greatly indebted to Her Majesty the Queen in sending her ofi‘icers among us,
especially Benjamin Campbell, Esquire, Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul, a man
who is Worthy of his office and rank, also under His Majesty King Docemo,
under whose government we are safe. We bless heaven and take courage and
hope the time may soon come When our fathers Will be visited With the same
spirit which was in true Briton. The Committee being sensible of the good
examples and rules with Which they are taught in the colony of Sierra Leone,
determine to abide with the Christian laws equally as that of Sierra Leone. The
above Committee unanimously appointed Mr. William Savage as President, and
Mr. James Gooding as Vice—President, whose duty it will be. aided by any
number not less than three of the above Committee, to hear and determine all
disputes and differences arising among the emigrants from Sierra Leone, and
those from the Brazil and Cuba. They are also, with the aid of some members
of the Committee, not less than three, to arrange amicably, if possible, all
disputes arising between any of the emigrants and the people of Lagos; in the
event of their decision not giving satisfaction to the inhabitants of Lagos, the
matter in dispute -to be referred to the King for his final decision; but in all
disputes among the emigrants themselves, in the event of the decision of the
President, Vice-President, and Committee not giving satisfaction, the matter is
to be referred to the British Consul for his final decision.

The, following regulations have been unanimously agreed upon by the
Committee:— '

1. Any resident emigrant who shall receive and give lodging to a newly
arrived immigrant shall, within four days after his arrival, present such newly
arrived emigrant to Mr. W. Savage, the President, who will give him advice and
assist him to procure a permanent location. '

2. No emigrant shall be allowed to seize the person of any inhabitant of
Lagos or other country person for debt, without first obtaining the sanction of
the King; but for any crime committed by any person of Lagos or the

' surrounding countries, he or they may be at once seized and taken before the
King to be punished. ‘



AFRICA. (Consular)—-Bight of Benin. 5 -

3. Any matters of debt arising between the emigrants themselves shall be

heard and determined by the President, Vice-President, and at least three

members of the Committee ; and in the event of its being necessary to summon

any debtor before the Committee, the following scale of fees shall be demanded

and paid for such summons, viz. : in any matter of debt from 1 head to 5 heads

cf cowries, 12 strings shall be paid for the summons; above 5 heads, and not

exceeding 10 heads, 25 strings to be paid for the summons; above 10 heads,

1 head of cowries to be paid for the summons. V

4. Any matter of debt between the emigrants and the country people, the

same may be referred to the Committee for its decision, provided the country

party agree to the same ; otherwisethe Committee will take the matter before

the King for his decision. When any country person has agreed that his

differences with the emigrants shall be decided by the Committee, and he does

not abide by their decision, the King’s interference must be sought to compel

him to abide by the same; and, if necessary, to sell the property of the debtor

for the payment of his debts. And in the event of such property not being

able to pay the debt due by the debtor, and it can be proved that he has

fraudulently or clandestinely removed or made away with his property, the King

must be called upon to punish such person by imprisonment in the common jail.

5. All disputes arising among the emigrants themselves, from assault com-

mitted or insult given, the one to the other, shall be heard (and determined by

the President or Vice-President and the Committee, of whom at least three

members must be present. Any party committing an assault, refusing to appear

before the Committee, must be summoned ; and in the event of he or she being

proved to be in the wrong, must pay the sum of 25 strings for the summons,

and the fine imposed by the Committee. Refusing to pay the same, the

Committee, after the lapse of six days,' shall seize and sell so much property of

the party in the wrong as will pay for the summons and the fine. If the party

in the wrong has no property, and he or she does not satisfy the party

injured, the Committee can imprison him or her for any time not exceeding one

month. -
6. The Brazilian and Cuban emigrants are to’ be invited to join in these

regulations, and some of the most respectable of them to become members of

the Committee.
7. The President or, in the event of his absence or sickness, the Vice-

President, With at least three of the Committee, are to hold a sitting weekly, on

any convenient day that may beragreed upon, of which due notice must be

given; and a general meeting of the Committee must be held every three

months, to discuss matters affecting the interest of the emigrants in particular,

‘ and of the community of Lagos in general, and if necessary to make additional

rules and regulations for their guidance and welfare. _ ‘

8. It being necessary, for the general security of the emigrants and their

property, to keep up a night-patrol, the Committee Will make arrangements. for

carrying this measure into effect ; and those persons whom the Committee ‘

nominate to perform this duty must either comply with the regulations of the

Committee on this point or find a substitute. In the event of refusal to do

either, the Committee can either impose a fine on such person, or hire a substi-

tute for him, making him pay for the same. In case of refusal to pay either the

fine, or for the substitute, the Committee Will distrain and sell so much of the

refusing party’s property as shall pay either the fine 01' the expense for the

substitute. ' v

9. Not emigrant is allowed to entice away the servants or labourers of

another. The Committee are empowered to fine any person so ofl'ending, and,

if necessary, to distrain on the offender’s property for the payment of such fine.

10. No emigrant. is on any account to join any cabal against the King, nor

to attend any meetings, secret or open, which tend to disturb the peace of Lagos.

If any emigrant is found guilty by the Committee of inciting or joining others to

disturb the peace of (Lagos) the country, he shall be ordered'either to return to

Sierra Leone, or on refusal shall be transported with his family and property to

Fernando Po. ' v v '

11. In the event of the death of any emigrant having neither Wife, children,

nor any personal representatives, the President shall appoint a Committee of

three persons to realise such deceased emigrant’s property; and after payment

of his just debts and funeral expenses, the balance shall remain two years in the-
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hands of the President and Vice—President, during which time the Committee

must make every effort to discover if the deceased emigrant has any i‘elatiyes in

the interior; and if any should be discovered, and proved to the satisfactlon of

the President and Vice-President to be relatives of the deceased, such balance

shall be paid to them. ' . V .

12. A11 fines and penalties, and the remannng property of deceased emi-

grants having no personal representatives, shall be held by the Premdent and

Vice-President for the expense of erecting a suitable House of Detentlon, wherein

to lodgesuch persons as may be committed for default or othermse by the

President and the Committee. ,

 

. No. 9.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receioed October 13.)

(Extinct) Lagps, August 28, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the capture by Her

MajeSty’s brigantine “Dolphin,” Lieutenaanommander Webber, and Her

Majesty’s steam-vessel “Minx,” Lieutenant-Commander Roe, 1n the roadstead

of Accra, of the Spanish bai'que “Fernando Po,” on the ground, as I am

informed, of having an extraordinary number of empty casks on board, for which

there Was no certificate forthcoming that bond had been duly given for the legal

use of those casks. , ‘ ‘

The “Fernando P0” was from Barcelona, and was consigned to a-noted

s1ave~dea1er, named Demingo Mustich, who has establishments at Aghwey and

Popoe, and Who is expected to follow the “Fernando P0” in a brig from

Barcelona. The barque has been sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication, and a

strict look-ou-t will no doubt be kept for the brig, as well as a schooner, also

reported to be expected from Barcelona, all similarly constgned. . ‘

This Domingo Mustich was one of the principal shippers of slaves by the

“Grey Eagle,” the condemned French brig “ Ce'sar,” and other vessels that

embarked slaves from the ports in the neighbourhood of Whydah about fifteen

months since. On information being brought to the coast of the ill success of

these expeditions, Domingo Mustich went to Cuba to look after his own

interest and the interests of the other shippers ; from Cuba he appears to have

gone to Barcelona, as letters to his address at this place passed through this

Consulate, to go by mail, about four months since. '

I learn from a private source that the slave—dealers in Whydah are in a

great state of despondency on account of the capture of the “ Fernando Po,” for

they still hope that they can, get their slaves landed in Cuba.

 

. No. 10.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 13.)

(Extract) ‘ ' ‘ Lagos, August 30, 1855.

THE Chiefs of Abbeokuta have stopped all trading intercourse with Lagos
for now nearly five months, to the great loss and inconvenience of the merchants
and traders. _

It was the custom heretofore 0f the Egba traders to visit Lagos twice a month,
but in consequence of their formerly being attacked by Kosoko’s war-canoes, when
crossing the lagoon, they came monthly in a body for mutual protection. These
attacks have, however, long since ceased, and they have met with no interrup-
tion whatever since I made my first Visit to Epe’, accompanied by Lieutenant
Bedingfield, on Which occasion K osoko and his Cabooceers faithfully promised to
cease troubling any canoes Visiting Lagos ; this promise they have faithfully
kept. The Egba market has, nevertheless, since been held monthly only. The
quantity of palm oil brought by them to Lagos for sale averaged about 400
puncheons each market. The failure of this supply has caused loss andincon-
venience t0 the merchants, by the detention of their vessels at this season in
particular, When, from the excessive and incessant rains, the Jaboos have not
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been able to carry their palm oil to the markets, and have besides had to "attend

to their farms, the getting in their first crop of corn, and preparing for the

second. i '

The Sierra Leone traders in particular have been inconvenienced by the

Egbas suddenly and unexpectedly ceasing to bring their productions to .the

Lagos market, as they imprudently, as they now find out, gave considerable,

quantities of merchandise on credit to the Egba traders.

Formerly, in consequence of the unsettled state of the country, Lagos was

almost entirely dependent on the Abbeokutan Egbas for provisions, in the shape

of yarns, corn, &c.: but in consequence of the present state of peace and security,

the markets of the Jaboo country, and those of Porto Novo, Badagry, and all the

smaller towns, are open, and no inconvenience whatever has been experienced by

the population of Lagos from a want of provisions; in fact, war and its

attendant evils, kidnapping and robbery, having ceased, the Lagos people, and

the Sierra Leone and Brazilian emigrants, have made for themselves, on the main

land, large plantations of corn and yams.

Your Lordship Will perceive by the corresptmdence which I do myself the

honour to transmit, that the plea of the Egba Chiefs for preventing their traders

visiting Lagos as formerly, is, that they were cheated by the Lagos traders ;

and that they were not sufficiently remunerated for their palm oil, and, conse-

quently, found it a losing trade.
This plea I found in part well founded, for When the measures came to be

regulated and marked, some were found to contain 11, 12, and, even 13

gallons. ' ‘
' I have however done all I felt myself justified in doing to remedy this

grievance; for me to have acceded to the Alake’s request to regulate the price

of the palm oil, or, in other words, dictate to the traders what price they should

pay for it, was out of the question. ' _

I must here inform your Lordship that the Egba ‘ traders. have not hitherto

been allowed to trade direct with the European merchants and importers, but

have been compelled to trade with the traders of Lagos, and the Sierra Leone

and Brazilian emigrants, or else to employ them as brokers ; also that the

trade with the Egbas yields to the merchants and traders far less profit than the

trade with the Jaboos, Porto Novians, &c., on account of the Egbas insisting

on being paid for their oil in great part with the cowrie shell, which is the

currency of the country, instead of taking manufactured goods in payment‘:, the

consequence of this is, these shells have advanced in value in England during

, the last two years, from 13L per ton, to 40!; to 50l. per ton. .

Recent events which have lately come to my knowledge make me very

doubtful whether the real cause has been assigned by the Alake of Abbeokuta

for the traders of that town ceasing to Visit Lagos.

Information reached me as far back as six months since, that the Egbas

had recommenced their predatory warfare excursions against their -Weaker

neighbours, and my informant told me, that during his stay at Abbeokuta, he

saw a party of Egbas return from one of these expeditions with about 250

captives, and several fine horses ; and latterly we have heard, with some

surprise, that the Egbas had sent two large divisions of their fighting people to

attack the towns on the Dahomian frontier, and that one of these divisions had

returned to Abbeokuta after losing many people, and some of their leaders, or

captains. We have not heard whether the other division has returned, for the

Egbas have for a long time past prevented all intercourse by land between their

town and Lagos, except by the messengers of the Missionary Societies, who are,

no doubt, restricted by the Abbeokuta Chiefs from giving information of their

proceedings. '
I beg to transmit copy of a letter I received from Mr. Mc Coskry at

Badagry, from which your Lordship Will perceive that this hostile, movement of

the Egbas has reatly alarmed the King of Dahomey, and those residing in his

dominions. The captain to whom Mr. Me Coskry alludes did not desert his post ;

it appears he has been sent by the King of Dahomey, and the Chiefs and traders

at Whydah, on a message to Kosoko, doubtless for aid.

I beg also to transmit for your Lordship’s information, an extract from‘ a

letter received by the Rev. T; B. Freeman from the King of Dahomey, written,

most probably, after the receipt of the. letters from Commodore Adams and
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myself; by which it appears he has abandoned (if he really seriously enter-

tained it, which was doubted by many) the intention of attackmg Abbeokuta.

It is my painful duty to forward also to your Lordship, in original, two

letters which have been placed at my disposal. I had heard, from time to time,

that the Egbas made human sacrifices under cover of the night, but this is the

first instance of such an atrocity having been committed in open day and by

order of the Alake, the supreme Chief ; and I learn, from other sources, that

to the earnest entreaties and remonstrances of the missionaries, the Chiefs turned

a deaf ear.
In the early part of the ensuing dry season I intend visiting Abbeokuta,

When I shall not fail to remonstrate With the Chiefs against this shameful

breach of their Treaty with Her Majesty’s Government, as well as against their

hostile aggressions upon their neighbours, and to ini'brm them that by a

continuance of such acts they will forfeit the kind feeling entertained towards

them by Her Majesty’s Government and their numerous and influential friends,
who will cease to take any further interest in their welfare if such barbarous
deeds continue to be perpetrated.

 

Inclosure l in No. 10.

The’Alake of Abbeolmta to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Ake’, Abbeokuta, June2, 1855.
I SEND you these lines to acquaint you with the requests of my people,

the Egbas, who are now trading with the British merchants at Lagos. Since the
Treaty was made to abolish the Slave Trade, we were all very glad to take up
the lawful trade recommended by the English, and we find it to be the best.
But now I am very sorry to find many of my people complaining that this time
they are not Very well paid for their markets ; and many of them have contracted
large debts, and have become penniless, and consequently leaving'their family,
and run away to another country, such as Ihadda, Ilorin, on purpose to join in
kidnapping; but these evil practices we would not have here. For this reason
I would only beg you to assist my people, as you are the Representative of the
Queen, to call the merchants there, and speak to them, so that they might put
in a little more to the price now given for the measures of their palm oil, and
every other produce they might bring. I am confident that you are not aware
how things are going as well as myself. It was till my people cry to me when
they see that their trade was coming low. They mean to say that the price
given for their oil do not at all pay them; and when they buy the English
produce from them, it is given them at an enormous price, and When fetched
home, the same never pay them; so instead of gaining a little for their trouble,
they lose altogether. So my request is that you will be so kind as to help them
for me, as I trust you ready to do anything good for us.

I have steppe.) the trading canoes from coming at present, in order to
arrange things properly for them with regards to the huyingvhere, so that the
buyers and sellers might all be satisfied. For I am not ignorant of all What the
British Govei'nment has done for the good of our country; and for which reason
we would hold fast in carrying on the lawful trade. Sir, I look to you in all
these to help my poor people, who are imploring for your help. I do look upon
all the black merchants from Sierra Leone as my own people, and have the
same interest for the welfare of both parties in my heart. So I humbly beg of
you to help in this case in speaking to all the traders and merchants that they
might pay these people better prices for their market, and the people themselves
would bring them good measures; and more so to encourage them in bringing
such things as the merchants would wish them to bring for them at. all times.
I shall feel very happy if you will be so kind as to manage this in a short time,
so that the people may know how to come. _

I hope you are quite well, and enjoying a good health in body. With my
regards, I beg, &c.

‘ (Signed) ALAKE.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 10.

Consul Campbell to the Alake of Abbeokuta.

British Consulate, Lagos, June 13, 1855.

THE English Consul presents his best respects to the Alake.

The Consul duly received the two letters sent by the messengers.

The letter relative to the complaints of the Egba traders is, that they do

not receive the fair value for the palm oil which they bring to Lagos for sale.
The Consul has made every inquiry into the matter, and he believes that

the complaints of the Egbas are, to a great extent, well founded; but the Egbas

generally do not trade with the merchants, but sell their oil to the Sierra Leone

people, Brazilian people, and Lagos people, who then sell it to the merchants.

The Consul thinks the Egba traders ought to have four heads for the

measure of ten gallons of oil; and he recommends, when they come down to

Lagos again to trade, that they insist 011 that price; if they cannot get that
price from the trader, let them take it to the merchants’ yard, who will give
them that price for their oil.

From inquiries the Consul has made, he fears that the Egba traders pay

too high a price to the people who make the oil in the country, being ignorant

what proportion the measure they buy with bears to the large measure they sell
by in Lagos. .

The Consul also fears that the Egbas are greatly cheated by some of the
traders in Lagos, who, instead of having their measures at ten gallons, get them

made to contain eleven and twelve gallons.
The Consul, as soon as he gets restored to health, will take steps to put an

end to this roguery, and will order from England, by the next packet, iron

brands with which to stamp every trader’s measure, after having first seen with

his own eyes that the measure is just and Correct, containing only ten gallons ;
it will then be in the power of the Egba traders to refuse having their oil

measured by any measure which does not bear the Consul’s stamp upon it.

The Consul is glad that the Alake has brought the complaints of the Egba.

traders to his notice; because it gives him great pleasure to promote their

peaceful commerce, and to prevent them from being wronged and cheated.

 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 10.

The Alake of Abbeokuta to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Ake’, July 18, 1855.

IN consequence of the trade in palm oil, which has been in confusion a few
months ago, I seize the present opportunity to address you these few lines, with

the full hope they may meet you in good health. But before speaking about the

trade in palm oil, I beg to be allowed to treat on this main subject, which is my

chiefest desire. .
. ‘It had been long experienced by me the great love Her Majesty the Queen

of England had 5110er towards my country people, who had been taken to

Sierra Leone, and caused to return to their father-land without paying any price

of redemption; and therefore it will ever be my chiefest delight to act on the

part of the English; and I do hope it shall never be found in me, or in any of

my people, opposition towards them. '-
Itwill be seen that I place my entire reliance on Her Majesty’s Consul, to

introduce peace throughout my country at large, also every kind of trade, and to

open a free passage for all merchants to be coming with articles for sale every '

now and then, and so that my time and yours will ever be, commemorated. 0n

the other hand, I must not forget to mention the palm-oil affair. I was informed

recently of the favour Her Majesty’s Consul had shown to the Egba traders, in

reducing all the measures, for which I must thank him exceedingly. But, after

all, I must consult your advice as to what height of price the sale of every

measure should have its standard, be it five heads and ten strings of cowries, or

five heads and twenty—five strings. I must also mention to you"the cheat that is
CLASS B.
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carrying on by the native merchants, who are tearing off a part of a ball of cloth,

which we find out afterwards by measuring it at home. Formerly we got only

Whole pieces from the European merchants, and by this act my people are

pushed into debts. I mention this that you may have the full knowledge of the

tricks carrying on there. I beg also to inquire why the Egba traders have no

access to the European merchants? This might be taken into consideration. .

But of all I know that you shall do everything well that will be geod for my
country and people. And it Will give me joy if returning me the answer for the

price of a measure of ten gallons of palm oil by my messenger. ,
I Wish Her Majesty’s Consul to favour me by always acquainting me

previously of the offence of any Egba, before punishment is inflicted on him or

her, in which I will join him. Wishing you a good health, I am, &c.
(Signed) ALAKE.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 10.

Consul Campbell to the Alake of Abbeokutd.

British Consulate, Lagos, July 23, 1855.

THE English Consul sends his best respects to the Alake.
The Consul has received the Alake’s last letter by his messengers.

_ It would not be proper for the Consul to fix a price for the measure of palm

oil, because the price of anything must be ruled by the demand for it, and what
the traders will give for it. Now, as there are more than 100 traders in Lagos,

and every one wanting oil, the Egba traders are sure to get the full price for any
oil they bring for sale.

AlthOUgh the Consul cannot put a price on the palm oil, he can and Will

uSe his influence with King Docemo to punish by fine any person found cheating
the Egba traders, whether in the measu're of the oil, or the cutting the pieces Cf
cloth, or any of the cunning ways resorted to cheat, and the fine, twenty heads,
shall go to the Egba trader who has been cheated.

. The Consul knov‘vs no reason why the Egba traders should not trade direct
with the merchants, or any one theyplease, and the ConSul Will use all his
influence to get the trade free and open; and he Wishes the Alake to tell the
traders to call on the Consul before they trade anywheye ; and, whenever they
have reason to think they have been cheated, let them call on the Consul to
investigate their complaint. . .

The Consul will gladly do all in his power to protect the interests of the
Egba traders at Lagos, and. he hopes the Alake will not listen to the proposal of
the Lagos people to hold their market at Abouey, but that they Will bring their
oil to Lagos, and get the highest price they can for it from the numerous traders
anxious to bliy it.

The Consul hopes the Alake and all his family are well.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 10.

Mr. Ma" 0031673] to Consul Campbell:

(Extract). ‘ Badagry, August 19, 1855.
E b I BELIEVE I have at last got at the bottom of the non-appearance of the
g as. ,

I learn from a messenger going from Whytlah to Epé, that the Whele king-
dam of Dahomey is in a state of panic, having just discovered that the Eghas
have had on foot an extensive conspiracy amongst the Anagoos and other tribes
of analogous origin, slaves to the Portuguese at Whydah, and t0 natives in other
parts of the country, and that the Egbas are now ready to go on an expedition
into Dahomey. Their friends, or supposed friends, have, however, been seized,
Sent to Dahomey, and the King is calling his people from all quarters to defend
them territory: so, great is the panic in Whydah, Godomey, and other places
where white men are, that to prevent all taking flight the King allows no egress
to black or white. There are two Brazilians here from Godomey; one goes to  
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Lagos to-morrow, with Hansen, on pretence of going to Cootenoo on business;

they managed to escape the Vigilance of the scouts ; so far as I know, they have

. not said a word about it, but as the one going to Lagos was some time ago made

a Captain by the King of Dahomey, and installed with some ceremony, he has

an excuse for not mentioning what is so little to his credit, in deserting the King

in his difficulty. I will let you know more when I get more particular informa— '

tion ; I must set the native agency here to find out the direction of the expedi-

tion, if it actually sets out. .

' These are peaceful farmers, after having, by the interference of the English,

succeeded in throwing the King of Dahomey off his guard, they now take, an

opportunity to pounce upon him unawares. ' ‘

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 10. .

The Rev. T. B. Freeman to the R821. E. A. Gardiner.

(Extract)

I AM glad to tell you that I have received a letter direct from the King

of Dahomey, assuring me that he has no intention of attacking Abbeokuta. He

declares that such a step on his part would be too much at variance with his

gOOdWill towards England and the English to be at all in harmony With his

present feelings. He thus authorises me to deny his having any hostile inten-

tion, and to declare his peaceful purposes. I may here remark that a strong

guarantee of the King’s truthfulness is his having, in spite of all intrigues and

machinations against our Mission at Whydah, removed all extraordinary obstacles

out of our path there, and, with ample protection, left us free to act upon the

people for good. Dawson tells me that the King’s Headman, or Viceroy, at

Whydah, himself no sincere friend of ours, has intimated to those under his

authority that their heads will be in danger if they molest or interfere With us.

 

Inclosure 7 in No. 10.

to the Rev. E. A. Gardiner.

(Extract) Abbeolmta, August 27, 1855.

I AM very sorry to inform you that there was a human sacrifice offered up

here by the Alake’s order, by the people of Own, which thing is a breach of the

Treaty which the Egbas made with England and the Alak'e seems not to care a

button, when he was told of the mischief he and his people had done! I trust

to Write you more fully on the subject at the earliest opportunity, for the

information of the Consul; and unless the Alake and his Chiefs are repri—

manded for this barbarous action, they will not take care next time.

 

Inclosure 8 in No. 10.

to

(Extract) Abbeokuta, August 28, 1855.,

HAVING promised to write you more fully respecting the human sacrifice

which the Alake orthe King authorized the people of Owu to offer up, simply

because they were intending to reign another King. ’

This took place on Friday morning, at. 9 o’clock precisely, on the

17th instant. The scene was very horrible: the unfortunate man was bound

With cord around both arms, backward, very tight, and a small wooden

pin, tied with a small string at each end, was put across his mouth and

wrapped arround his occiput, to prevent the sufferer from crying out. They

shaved his head very cream, ere they took a knife and cut his throat partly ; after

that they began to fire at the poor fellow with muskets. Thus the poor'man was

mufdered in his cold blood. ' . '
I Can assure you, Sir,'that my heart bled when I saw this awful sight. One



12 AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Benin.

of the converts Who went with me to see the corpse could not restrain himself

from bursting into a flood of tears. _
I spoke to the people that what they did was wrong in the sight of God: to

murder their fellow-creature. I scarcely done Speaking ere the people of Own

flew upon me from every direction, and loaded me with many abusive language,

which I care very little for; one of them was so bold, that he threatened to

chop or cut one of the Xt. converts who went with me ; but I told the

converts to be quiet, even if they should cut any of them or myself ; that they

should not make any resistance. Thus the most obdurate and hard-hearted

Owu people treated us: may the Lord have mercy upon them!

I herewith furnish you with the Alake’s remarks, when he was informed of

all What the Own people did.
He Said that if should he die, and should they mean to reign another

King after him, human sacrifice must be offered. I therefore reminded him of

the Treaty which he and his Chiefs entered with England, and signed by the late

Captain F. E. Forbes, when hevvisited here on the 5th of January, 1852. This

he seems not to regard.
I send this for your information, as well as Her M. British Consul, '

B. Campbell, Esq., and to see whether the Consul will make the Alake and his

Chiefs accountable for the barbarous action which they had committed.

After 217; the great kindness Which the Queen of England and her Govern-

ment had done for the Egbas as a nation, and still doing, they should be the last

to break treaty with England. And if they are not check for so'doing, they Will

do worse.

P.S.—That this is not the first time the Alake and Chief's broke the Treaty

which they had signed, but the second time. Last year, on Sunday the 8th of

Oct., the Ikereku people ofi'erecl up human sacrifice, after they were warned not

to do it. Best compliments to the Consul, wishing him health and peace, &c.

 

No. 11.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of CZarendon.-——(Received October 13.).

My Lord, . ‘ Lagos, September 6, 1855.
I TRANSMIT the accompanying copy of a short correspondence I have had

with Mr. Walter Hansen, of this place, trusting that your Lordship will approve

of my having plainly made known to Senhor José Francisco de Santos, that

Her Majesty’s Government do not encourage the Egbas in their aggressions

against their neighbours. I readily took advantage of this opportunity to make

the same known, because a contrary opinion generally prevails throughout the

Dahomian and other territories adjoining the Egha territory.

This Senhor de Santos is a coloured Brazilian established at VVhydah, and

is one of the Military Captains appointed by the King of Dahomey to command

the forces that can be raised at Whydah and the neighbouring towns, The

general opinion here is, that he has been delegated by the King of Dahomey and

the Chiefs of VVhydah to visit Kosoko, and confer with him resPectin'g the hostile
movements of the Egbas. ‘

He called at the Consulate and wished me to give him a pas5port to

proceed on to Whydah: I declined giving him one, because there was no neces—

sity for it’; it being perfectly secure travelling from Whydah to Epé by the

Lagoons.
,

I have, &c.

(Signed) ‘B. CAMPBELL.
 

Inclosm'e 1 in No. 11.

Mr. Hansen to Consul Campbell.

My dear Sir, Lagos, September 4, 11855.

_I AM desired by Senhor José Francisco de Santos to ask if it is your
partlcular request that he would make it known to the people in authority at  
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Whydah that the late proceedings of the Eghas is not tolerated by the English

Government. .
He says that he came here With no view whatever referring to politics, and

consequently does not wish to mix himself up in such matter, but if it is your
earnest Wish that he would make this understood he will do so to oblige you. '

I have, &c.
(Signed) WALTER HANSEN.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 1-1.

Consul Campbell to Mr. Hansen.

My dear Sir, Lagos, September 4, 1855.

I CERTAINLY wish it to be generally understood that Her Britannic-
Majesty’s Government do not encourage, and therefore disapprove ofl’the Egbas
molesting, by their warlike aggressions, any of their neighbours, the Dahomians,

or any other. .

Yours truly, '
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 12.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, October 18, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd of August, and I have, in
reply, to inform you that I approve of the steps which you have taken for the

establishment at Lagos of a Court composed of immigrants from Sierra Leone,

for the settlement of disputes and differences amongst their own countrymen,

and that I also approve the regulations drawn up by that Court for their guidance,
and to which you have given your sanction.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 13.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campb'ell..

(Extract.) ‘ Foreign Ofice, October 19, 1855.7

I HAVE receivedyour despatch of the 30th of August, and I have, in'

reply, to express to you my approval of the letters which you addressed on‘

the 13th of June and 23rd of July to the 'Alake of Abbeokuta, in reply, to his

complaints respecting the difficulties experienced by the Egbas in carrying on

the trade in palm oil at Lagos. .

I have also to acquaint you that I approve of your intention of visiting

the Alake in the dry season; and I have to instruct you to express to him upon

that occasion the indignation and disgust of Her Majesty’s Government on

learning that he has broken the engagement contracted by him in his Treaty

with Great Britain, by tolerating the barbarous sacrifice of a human being, which

is reported in the letter communicated to you from Alibeokustza.
am, 0. _

(Signed) , CLARENDON.

 

No. 14.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, ‘ ‘ Foreign Ofice, October 23, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 6th ultimo, with its inclosure, and I

have in reply to inform you that I approve of the letter whichyou addressed, on
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the 4th ultimo, to Mr. Hansen of Lagos, stating that Her Majesty’s Govetnment

disapprove of, and will give no encouragement to, the predatory aggressmns of

the Egbas upon their neighbours.
' ' ' I am, &c.

(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

 

No. 15. ‘

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received November 12.)

My Lord, ' Lagos, September 15, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, copy of

a letter I received from Mr. Dawson, the native agent of the Wesleyan Missionary
Society living at Whydah, and of my reply thereto.

I have no doubt that the King of Dahomey not only feels the effect of the
breali in the Slave Trade in a serious falling off in his revenue from that source,
but he must also feel his isolation as regards a friendly understanding With Her
Majesty’s Government. His great compeer in Slave Trade, Kosoho, having
engaged by Treaty to abandon the Slave Trade, and now occupying himself With
his natural energy and activity in a peaceful legitimate commerce, and King
Gezo’s relative and neighbour, the King of Porto Novo, enjoying, through the
trade at Badagry and the state of peace which now reigns throughout the frontier
towns of his dominions, a great increase in his revenue from the peaceful trade
in palm oil, are circumstances Which have doubtless induced the King of
Dahomey to seek to improve his relations with Her Majesty’s Government.

‘ ' I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure l in No. 15.

Mr. Dawson to Consul Campbell.

Sir, ‘ ' ' Whydah, August 29, 1855.
I BEG to take up my pen in order to write you now an important subject

which I have had in my hand since last four months, waiting for my father in
God, the Rev. T. B. Freeman’s coming down to Lagos as to have met him, and
to have hand it over to him ; but his coming down being delayed by the multi—
plicity of business he has to attend at the Windward circuit, and message after
message having come to me from His'Majesty the King of Dahomey, to know
how I am going on With the affairs he and I talked of while I was with him, I
deem it prudent to delay no longer in acquainting your Honour with them, that
I may be able to inform him something respecting them; . '

0n the 10th April last, being called by the King of Dahomey to read a
letter written by Lord Clarendon on the part of Her Majesty the great Queen of
England, I left Whydah for Abomey for that purpose ; that letter 1 fOund to be
an answer to a letter which His Majesty the King of Dahomey wrote, through
the Rev. T. B. Freeman, respecting the renewal of that relationship which once
existed between the kingdom of Dahomey and that of Her Britannia Majesty’s
kingdom, and in it his Lordship expresses Her Majesty’s readiness to meet His,
Majesty’s wishes if he would only concur the terms on Which she would have it
renewed, and that is the entire doing away With that awful trade of exporting
human beings as cargo to foreign lands to toil in slavery——a stop to which his
Lordship expresses a sorrow of having been anabled to succeed within the last
ten years; he reminded him also of the solemn engagement made with Captain.
Forbes. in Which he has failed, by having allowed slaves shipped from his sea-
port Whydah last year; this is the substance of the letter, to which His Majesty
answered that there is no unwillingness on his part to concur with the terms
Which Her Majesty purposes, for his strong affection for the English Govern;
ment and her Queen is such that it is impossible to admit any feeling of the kind,
and that if nobody else know his afi'ection for the English Queen and Govern-
ment, the Rev. T, B. Freeman does, and that it is only the parties who bring  
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Her Majesty’s messages to him that mislead him, and, in plain terms, have filled
him with doubts as to the' truth of their being sent direct from Her Majesty.
He Says about five or six years ago two white men came to report themselves of
having been sent from Her Majesty to see and pen down the expense he incurs
at his annual custom. Her Majesty would grant him 1,000 doubloons annually
if he would consent to put an entire st0p to the Slave Trade inhis dominions ;
he censented to it; these men, after seeing part of the custom and expense, they
said they were satisfied with what they had seen ; they took their leave of him,
went away, and there has been nothing heard or seen of them since. Again,
when he returned from the attack upon Abbeokuta, two others came, reported
that they were sent from Her Majesty to forbid any attack upon that place,
because the place belongs to her, and they were commanded also to make
engagement with him to leave off the Slave Trade, and that if he consent, Her-
Majesty promised to grant him every necessaries to meet the expense of his
customs ; to these also he agreed; to the former, he requested Captain Forbes, -
who was the foreman, to go down to Abbeokuta and get a messenger from the
King there to come up to Abomey with him to settle the case between him and
the people; they came down to Whydah, and returned back to him, to ask for'
an answer, which he could not understand; he told them that he had nothing
more to say to them; they came away, no messenger from Abbeokuta came,
neither has anything been seen since of them, and there has been nothing sent
from Her Majesty to him ; all these disappointments fill him with doubts as to
the truth of their being sent from the Queen of England.
. He mentioned Commander Adams and you having written him respecting
some report having been circulated about his going to attack Abbeokuta again ;»
he desired me to tell you that he has not mind to attack the place, because his
word has been given to the Queen of England, because the place belongs to her,
and he would not attack it again, only he asks your Honour to bring up a
messenger from the King of the place, and try to spare little time to come up
to see him, that the case may be settled before you. He would have been to the
place long ago, if he has not been given to understand that she belongs to Her
Majesty the Queen of England, who is his best friend; he told me that there is
a friendly intercourse between the Abbeokutans and himself, and that your
coming with messenger from the King there will confirm and put everything
right. He is prepared to meet Her Majesty’s prOposed terms, and says, for
although he paid no attention to stop any shipment there may have been in his
dominions he had no hand in it, and the reason for his non-attention to the
engagement With Captain Forbes is what he has given above, they filled him
with doubts, because they premised and never fulfilled to him. I beg leave to '
say, sir, that now is the only time to act upon him ; for although it may be said
he is obliged to desist that‘wicked trade from, some other cause, and not the
mere British influence on him, I beg to say, sir, that much ground can be got
to put an entire stop to the Slave Trade, for, acting upon him now, while he is
quite willing, from What I see of him, will shut up every room of ever resuming
it in his country, looking at the enormous profits that come to him from that
trade, and When once that is entirely put a stop to I have no doubt he shall
cease wars too ; When he finds no place to sell slaves he shall not trouble himself
with the going to war;

The last visit was my sixth, and I know how he expressed himself on
the former occasions on that subject, and how he did this time, proved to
me that he is sincere in all What he said to me, for he went so far as to mention
the parties who poison his mind against the English in general, and the many
tricks they play secretly by those parties against them; it has been the practice
of those parties (or enemies) that as soon as any Englishman lands at Whydah
and had any wish to see him, they send privately to say many false things
of the Englishman’s intentions, and they try by some means to act‘upon the
Chief at Whydah to injure the cause of the Englishman; and may I humbly
beg to say that this opportunity ought not to be allowed to pass without
embracing, if that heaven-born country, England, wants to do any good for
the poor degraded Africans.

Another thing the King of Dahomey earnestly desires, and which might
be doubtless auxiliary to the entire breaking down of that awful Slave Trade, is
the getting an English merchant to establish a palm-oil factory at Whydah ; on
this I particularly crave your Honour’s attention, for I believe it Will do more
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than whatever Her Gracious Majesty has ever done for the purpose of doing

away With the Slave Trade. The King is so much anxious that he has invoked

his dumb idols to put into the minds of the good English merchants to send

him out good trade, and remarked, I hear, that his best friends forbid the Slave

Trade, and What must he have for that stead;

The question of bringing or establishing English trade or factory at

Whydah has been brought before me several times, but I have always shun
the having anything to do with, but I thought it prudent to give ear to the

heir through whom I had to see the King this time, and proposed to write a

letter for the father, to ask some of the English merchants to form friendship
with him and to meet his wishes, should he wish me to do so, and promise in

every respect to protect such one that may be sent out to reside at Whydah ;
and every question that I thought proper being answered in the affirmative to

my satisfaction by his father the King, I asked him to give me some country

cloth as curiosity to be presented from him to the friends I may write. For

this purpose he gave me three country cloths, one intended for the captain Who

will take them to Europe. When I arrived at VVhydah I met at Liverpool
barque in the roads, consigned to the French factory, whose Captain (J. Bell by
name) paid me visit, and in conversation expressed his wonder at the quantity
of palm-oil there is at Whydah, and that if it were known in Liverpool by the

merchants, and if the King of Dahomey would allow, some of them would be
glad to establish factory here. I embraced that chance, and opened the arrange-
ment made by the King to him, nad asked him to recommend me to Whom I
must write. He kindly furnished me with a list of their names and places of
abode, and to the first two partners on the list, Messrs. Stewart and Douglas, I
wrote, and sent the two cloths, not knowing Mr. Sandeman is their agent out
here on the coast, to whom now I have written to come down With this.

' I beg to inclose you a copy of the letter I wrote to the gentlemen, for your
perusal, and also to beg of your Honour to make any additional effort in your
power to induce them to accept the King’s offer, humbly begging that the
subject may be allowed to gain your Honour’s particular attention, and that
God grant you that grace to exert your Honour’s self in a work like this, which
is no doubt calculated to stop great many evils in the Kingdom of Dahomey,
that the poor benighted inhabitants may have war no more, as to sell their
countrymen to foreign lands to toil in slavery.

Begging your Honour to receive my humble respect and good wishes, and
the same from the King, I beg, &c.,

(Signed) JOSEPH DAWSON.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 15.

Consul Campbell to Mr. Dawson.

Dear Sir, Lagos, September 10, 1855.

I HAVE received and read with great attention your letter of the 29th of
August last, regarding the King of Dahomey’s wish to improve his relations
with Her Majesty’s Government, and to have English trading factories at
Whydah. I will not fail to send your letter to Her Majesty’s Government. I
have already had some conversation with Mr. Sandemau, the agent of
Messrs. Stewart and Douglas for their trade in the Eight of Benin, and I think
it probable he will visit VVhydah for the purpose of ascertaining whether it Will
be advantageous to' establish a factory there. I must tell you that not only
English agents and supercargoes, but Hamburgh and others, entertain a great
reluctance to have any transactions With the traders of Whydah, on account of
Slave Trade, and also on account of their general reputation for dishonesty.‘

In your intercourse With the King of Dahomey, his heir, and his Chiefs,
whether at Abomey or Whydah, you should bring to their notice that the King
of Dahomey has signed but one Article of the Slave Trade Treaty—that for the
suppression of the export Slave Trade in his dominions——and that even this one
Article has not been faithfully observed ; and that no complete amicable relations
can exist between the King of Dahomey and Her Majesty’s Government, unless
he solemnly signs; and truly observes, every Article of the Treaty which was
proposed to him by Captain Forbes, when in command of Her Majesty’s ship  
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“Philomel,” who visited Abomey with Mr. Fraser, the late Vice-Consul. In

that Treaty was comprised one Article—that for the complete abolition of

human sacrifices, at all times and under all circumstances, and especially those

which at Abomey take place periodically on a wholesale scale; the recital of

which, by those Who have witnessed them, and the knowledge that such

barbarous and inhuman atrocities take place annually, fill the minds of Her

Majesty the Queen of England, her Government, and her subjects, and the

minds of all Christian Sovereigns and their subjects, with horror and deep

serrow.
I thank you for the trouble you are taking, and I shall be at all times happy

to hear from you.
I remain, &c.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

N0. 16.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendonr—(Received November 12.)

My‘Lord, Lagos,‘ October 1, 1855.

IN a conversation I lately had with the Rev. Mr. Smith, one of the Church

Missionary Agents from Abbeokuta, who is now here with Mrs. Smith, waiting the ‘

arrival (of the packet to take passage to England for the benefit of their health,

I was informed by him, that the Ibaddans had not long since returned fi'om a

predatory excursion against the towns situated not far from the Niger, blinging

with them upwards of a thousand unfortunate captives, who are being sent, by

way of Abbeokuta, to Whydah for sale. Mr. Smith expressed an earnest hope

that the cruizers on this station would keep a good look-out on that and the

neighbouring ports. .
I am happy in being able to report to your Lordship that for many months

past, in consequence of the perfect tranquillity reigning at this and other places

along the sea-bOard, the cruizers attached to the Eights division, instead of, as

heretofore, remaining at anchor ofi' Lagos for months at a time, in order to

protect the place, have been enabled to watch the suspected ports. At this

moment, unfortunately, the whole division is gone to Cape Coast Castle, in

consequence of an expected attack on that place, by the Ashantees. ‘

This success of the Ibaddans will, I fear, have a bad effect on the Abheo-

kutans, who have recommenced their wars, or rather slave-hunts, by falling on

the towns on the Dahomian frontier. On a late attack, the Ahb’eokutans‘are

‘ stated to have lost severely; one-half of their attacking party having been cut to

pieces, or captured. _
It is now openly stated that on the approach of the dry season the Abb’eo-

kutans, in conjunction with the Ibaddans, are to attack Jahoo Odé, the residence

of the King Of Jaboo.
Mr. Williams, the interpreter, informs me that the young children captives

made by the Ibaddans, are finding their way down here for sale; these would be

unsaleable at Whydah for exportation, but are eagerly bought here for domestic

purposes. ‘ i .
I have, &c. ‘

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 17.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received Navewibef 12.)

My Lord, . ‘ Lagos, October 2,1855.

, IN my despateh dated August 30 IaSt, I reported to. your Lordship

that the Egba traders had not been to Lagos market for five months.

A part of them have since visited Lagos; but before bringing their canoes

laden with oil from the Island of Eshalli, where they are in the habit of

vassemélling before they cross over to the town, the Chiefs of the . Egba traders

LASS B. ' ‘
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had a conference with the Sierra Leone and Brazilian traders, who had, impru-

dently, trusted them very largely.
At this conference the Egba traders complained of their losses in the palm~

oil trade; that it was a trade not to be followed by men, but by women; that

their ancestors did not occupy themselves with palm-oil trade, but with Slave

Trade ; that, by pleasing the English to abandon Slave Trade and take to the

palm-oil trade, they had all become poor; and they spoke in such disparaging

terms of the English, that Mr. Williams the interpreter, and others, left the

meeting, particularly an influential man among the Sierra Leone people named

Macauley, the owner of a brig of 160 tons, now at anchor of? Lagos, waiting for

a cargo of palm oil.
The Egba traders declared they would not pay their debts unless their

creditors agreed to receive the oil at a price 20 per cent. higher than was current

at the time they took the goods on credit from the Sierra Leone people. To

those traders who came to me for advice, I recommended them to accept the

offer of the Egbas, as it was better to get 153. in the pound than nothing. The

whole of the Sierra Leone traders at length agreed to receive the oil due to them
at the enhanced price.

The Civil Government at Abbeokuta is, I fear, very weak, and unable to

contend with the military Chiefs and their numerous followers, who find
devoting their time to a steady legitimate trade is less profitable, and not so

exciting, as going to war and making captives. If they would not interfere with

the well-disposed traders and agriculturists, the evil would not be so great ; but
they overawe these classes, and interfere in their peaceful pursuits. These classes
are neither so numerous nor so influential as the war Chiefs and their folIOWers ;

but every convert to Christianity that is made by the Missionary Societies, and
they amount now, I am informed, to about 500, is an accession to the number
of the peaceable and industrious classes. From accounts Which I have received,
and in which I confide, the converts to Christianity have given up the Slave
Trade for ever, and are devoting their time either to agriculture or to trade;
some of the subordinate Chiefs are also turning their attention to agriculture,
but, I fear, as yet, only as an experiment. It is to be hoped that the great
success which lately attended the marauding expedition of the Ibaddans may not
have an evil influence over those Chiefs of Abbeokuta who have been induced to
try what the soil can produce for them.

I directed Mr. Williams the interpreter to note down from his own recol-
lection, and the recollection of other Sierra Leone people, what had been stated
by the Egb'as at the conference. He has given me the result of his recollection of
what passed, but he left at the same time as Mr. Macauley, and he says that on ,
applying to some who remained till the conference broke up, they would not
communicate anything to him, stating they were ashamed of their countrymen,
and did not Wish me to know what had passed. a '

I beg to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, Mr. Williams’ notes of
What passed at the conference above alluded to.

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in No. 17.

Report;

AT a meeting held at the frontage of Ajania House, present of almost the
ligha traders, and greater part of the Sierra Leone emigrants were present
1; ere. . .

The first man that opened the meeting give his compliment to all the
meeting, and then he begin to speak, say, “ Keep silence, ye Lagos people, I beg
you pardon ;” and he turned to the Sierra Leone emigrants, and say the same
to them, “ Keep silence, I beg you pardon, all English emigrants. It is true
that, before the white man came to Abbedkuta, some of the Egbas have 200 or
300 slaves; but when the white man came to Shodeke, and tell him not to sell
slaves any more, the Queen of England do not like it ; 3 if they leave off selling
slaves, the Queen shall always be in their part. Shodeke called all the Egbas,  
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told them that the Queen say that they must not sell slaves any more ;' so they

asked Shodeke What work they are to do When they leave ofi' selling slaves.
Then Shodeke asked the white man What to do after leave off from selling

slaves. The White man told them to trade palm oil; so they ask how is that—is

not a woman to sell oil, how can a man sell oil like a woman ‘2 Shodeke say

they must believe Whatever White men say to them, so. all the Egbas believe
this words. From that time they began to sell this oil, those that have 300“

slaves, now left 50; and they that have 200, left 40; and that of 100,- left 20;

that of 50, left 5. So they remember that it would been better if they have

been trading slaves as they used to do.” So oneMr. John Macaulay, Who just

came from Sierra Leone, with his own brig, to buy oil, been at the same meeting;
so he, the said Mr. Macauley, said, "‘ Is this the reWard you, foolish fellow, Will

return to the English Government for spending their money, and leavetheir
town on your account; and after which they send your sons and daughters
back to you again; is that the reward you Will return her ?”

Sohe, the said Mr. Maeauley, rose up‘from his seat, and go his way; but

what have been saying again is not heard of us to write down. _

This is all the information I can gather from the meeting held on the 17th

and 18th September, 1855. » -

Believe me, 8m.
(Signed) S. B. WILLIAMS,

Interpreterfor Her Britannia Majesty’s Consulate vat Lagos.

 

No. 18. -

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, ' ' Foreign Ofice, December 5,1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 15th September last, inclosing
copies of a correspondence which had passed between yourself and Mr. Dawson,

a native agent of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, residing at Whydah, on

the subject bf the wish expressed by the King of Dahomey to enter into friendly
relations With Her Majesty’s Government. And I have, in reply, to inform

you that I approve the letter which you addressed to Mr. Dawson on the 10th of
September. . ,

. . I am, 850.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 19.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Recez'ved December 19.) '

My Lord, ‘ , Lagos,- October 16, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the copy of a letter
I wrote to Mr. Dawson, the agent of the ,Wesleyan Mission at Whydah, in

reply to a letter he wrote to me at the instance of the King'of Dahomey,

, expressing the King’s Wish that I would Visit him at Abomey.
I have, &c.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. '

 

Inclosure in No. 19.

Consul Campbell to Mr. Dawson.

Dear Sir, Lagos, October 15, 1855.

1 I HAVE received your last letter; wherein you inform me that the King of
Dahomey expresses a wish to see me.

I must inform you that I could not leave this ‘to go to Abomey Without

directions from Her Majesty’s Government, and I am certain that Her Majesty’s
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Government will not sanction my going to Abomey Without a certain prospect

that the King Will sign and conclude the entire Treaty; above _all, that part

relating to the abolition of human sacrifices. The King has Slgned the Ist

Article of the Treaty relating to the Slave Trade, Which having been repeatedly

broken by shipments of cargoes of slaves from Whydah, and other ports in

the King of Dahomey’s territories, has greatly displeased the Queen’s Govern-

ment.
1 send you a copy of the Treaty concluded by the late King Akitoye,

and the Chiefs of Lagos. You Will see that I have, in my own handwriting,

put the alteration of the King of Dahomey instead of the King of Lagos ; this

copy is for you to read over and explain faithfully and correctly to King Gezo

and the Chiefs he consults, and if they seriously make up their minds to sign

the Treaty and to act faithfully up to it, then I have no‘ doubt Her Majesty’s

Government will instruct me to proceed to Abomey.

The King must recollect that, with the suppression of the Slave Trade,

‘ the wholesale murder of human beings for superstitious reasons must cease; that

no fight-minded Christian people can dwell, either as missionaries or traders, in

a country where such frightful deeds take place. That there remains only the

King of Dahomey and the King of Benin who have not yet concluded Treaties
With the Queen of England toabolish so cruel and barbarous a custom; and

I have received an invitation from the King of Benin to visit him, and I hope,

when I Visit him, to prevail on him to conclude a Treaty to abolish for ever

sacrificing human lives. Now, the King of Benin never having yet had any

friendly intercourse With the Agents of the Queen’s Government, it Will bring
shame 0n the King of Dahomey in the eyes of all Christian Kings, if he is left

alone, the last to pursue such inhuman practices is killing harmless, unotfending

people, whom he has caught in war, and for no other reason than because his

ancestors did so before him, and that it is necessary to maintain his power.

This last plea is a bad one, and cannot be true, ‘because other Kings maintain

their authority over their subjects Without making human sacrifices, as instance,
the King of Porto Novo.

I feel certain your amiable and excellent chief, the Rev. Mr. Freeman,

will gladly allow you to devote your time in bringing King Gezo to a sense of

the propriety and necessity of concluding the Whole Treaty with the Queen’s
Government. The King must never expect the friendship of the Queen of

England’s Government until he has signed the whole Treaty, and, by his altered
conduct in Slave Trade matters, given an assurance that he. will faithfully
observe it. ' I am, 8:0.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 20. 7

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.-(Received December 19.)

(Extract) V Lagos, November 8, 1855.

I INTEND to Visit Abbeokuta, although the sun is at this season oppres4
' sively hot. I shall not fail to reprove the Chiefs for the Violation of their Treaty
engagement in making human sacrifices—for it appears thatyno less than six
unfortunate persons have been sacrificed, one actually buried alive—and urge
upon them to abandon their marauding and kidnapping expeditions, if they Wish
to retain the friendship of He]: Majesty’s Government, and the interest t'eltfor
their welfare by their many sincere and powerful friends in England.

 

No. 21.

The Earl of Clarendon to Conéul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofi'ce, December 29, 1855.

. WITH reference to your despatch of the 16th of “October, I have to
inform you that I epprove the letter which you wrote to Mr. Dawson at
Whydah, informing him that it Will be useless for you to undertake" a journey
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to Dahomey, until the King and Chiefs of that country shall express their

readiness to conclude a Treaty similar to that which was signed by King Akitoye

and the Chiefs of Lagos, on the let of January, 1852.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON,

 

No. 22.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

(Extract) - Foreign Ofiice, December 29, 1855-

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th of November, stating that you.

intend to visit Abbeokuta; and I have to acquaint you that I approve yeur

intention to make that journey, and to take that opportunity of remonstratmg

With the Chiefs of Abbeokuta, against the human sacrifices which I regret to

learn have taken place there. /

 

No. 23. .

Consul Campbell to the Earl Of Clarendon.——(Received January 21, 1856.)

(Extract) Lagos, December 6, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report that I proceeded on the '15th ultimo, in

company with Lieutenant (16 Robeck, second of Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel,”

to Abbeokuta, and arrived there on Monday the 19th. 7 7
The vast size of the town, and the extent of the population, appeared to me

to exceed all the accounts I had read and heard of it. The town is of great

natural strength, being built, in most part, on the sides and at the bases of the

range of hills which runs through its whole extent, about five miles ; the whole

being surrounded by a good well and ditch, which must have been a work of great

labour. The population has been variously estimated at 60,000 and ' 100,000,;

but, in my opinion, nearly double the latter number must nightly sleep within

the walls. I cannot conceive how a people having the reputation among the

other native tribes of being great warriors, can entertain as. they do, the constant

dread of an attack from the King of Dahomey, the extent of whose forces, even

during the, to him, palmy days of ‘ the Slave Trade, 'by - all accounts never

exceeded 15,000 or 16,000 men and women, which the Abbeokutans in the town,-

reinforced by their brethren from their farms, and. from the numerous villages

around, are able to meet with at least 20,000 fighting men. t ‘ . _

In consequence of the absurd practice of showing a Chief’s importance by

keeping his stranger visitors Waiting some time, or from some other motive,

we did not get an audience of the Alake and Chiefs till the third day after

our arrival, when we were summoned to the Alake’s very confined house.

I informed the Alake and Chiefs that I had been prevented visiting them

earlier, but that I took. that opportunity» of thankng them, in the name of Her

Majesty’s Government, for the protection and assistance they had afforded to

the missionaries who had been sent to impart to them the knowledge of that

religion which had produced such great benefit of the white man, and had led '

to that great superiority which they must admit existed in the White man, over

the children of Africa. I also thanked them for having latterly protected the

Christian converts from the persecution of their foolish heathen relatives, and

informed them ofthe deep interest felt by Her Majesty’s Government, and by

the many thousand virtuous people in England, who sent the missionaries

among them in the welfare of all,tand particularly of those who embraced our ,

religion; that the persecution of the Christian convertsgave extreme pain to

their many friends who took a deep interest in the prosperity of their town; and

I Charged the Chiefs, especially those who possess great influence and physical

power, to interpose on behalf of the converts when any-attempts were ‘made to

molest them for having listened to, and been convinced, by the teaching ofthe . '

miSsionttl‘ies, of the happiness and peace of mind which Christianity imparted-——so
different from the incessant dread of evil which through the superstitiousfears



22. , AFRICA. (Consular) —-Bz'ght of Benin.

0f paganism always haunted those who preferred to remain in their present
benighted state.

I then alluded to the Treaty which they had concluded with Her Majesty’s
Government, through the late Commander Forbes, and told them that the gross

infraction of it by the sacrifice of a human being, some months since, had caused
the greatest pain and astonishment, even at Lagos ; and would, when known in

England, cause the deepest pain and sorrow to their numerous powerful and
influential friends ; and that the repetition of such a deed would place them, in
the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, on a footing with the Dahomians.

To this the Alake replied, that the sacrifice of the unfortunate man was for
political purposes, and that, therefore, the Chiefs did not eonsider it came within
the terms of the Treaty. I told them that, for any purpose Whatever, the sacri-
ficeof human beings was forbidden by the Treaty; and that if they valued the
fi'iendship of Her Majesty’s Government, and the very deep interest taken in
their welfare by their numerous friends in England, they must never repeat such
an act.

The Alake and Chiefs, through their spokesman, then entered into other
matters ; the hostility of Kosoko, of the Adu people, and of the Kings of Porto
Novo and Dahomey, towards them; of the great disappointment they felt at any
peace having been made with Kosoko; that I had disappointed all their expecta-
tions by recommending the Commander—in-chief to make peace With him.

The formal interview being over, left me at liberty, accompanied by my
companion Lieutenant de Robeck, to visit the various Chiefs, who, one and all,
appeared pleased with my visit to their town, and in return they visited me.

We afterwards rode round to the different stations of the Church Missionary
Society, and were much pleased with the neatness, order, and cleanliness of the
dwelling-houSes, and with the simple and primitive appearance of the churches.
’Tis to be regretted that the Chiefs generally do not take the former as a model
for their dwellings, which are totally unfit for European habitation. One very
intelligent Chief, Ogubonna, has made an attempt to improve his house on the
model of the missionaries’ houses, and is also not only planting cotton for
exportation himself, but encouraging others to do the same; but he is greatly in
want of a press, of simple construction, to form it into bales suitable to transport
it, in the small canoes of the country, to Lagos.

Unfortunately, this well-disposed man is not the supreme Chief- ; he is a
war Chief; and next in rank to the Basherun. ‘

'In myintercour'se with the Chiefs, on my private visits to them, and the
return visits they made me, they all appeared to entertain the most friendly
feelings towards the missionaries generally ; some of them have Sent their
children to the schools to remain, and to be brought up by the missionaries;
and it was related to me that, on one of the Basherun’s wives, a favourite ‘one,
becoming a convert to Christianity, the Chief sent her two young children to
Mr. Townsend’s establishment to be reared and instructed.

On . the whole, a deep impression has been made on the native mind
generally at Abbeokuta, and on the Chiefs in particular, who appear to feel the
value of English friendship. Nothing has tended to make this impression so
much asthe, to them, ineXplicable disinterestedness of England in rescuing their
countrymen from the slave-dealers; setting» them free in Sierra Leone; the
paternal care with which they were treated there; the encouragement given to
them to improve their position by trade and commerce; their gratuitous instruc-
tion by the missionaries; the alloWing them, at their own will and pleasure, to
return to their country with the property they had acquired by their industry,
Without exacting any portion 'of it from them; the sending, at great expense,
many missionaries to them at Abbeokuta and other towns, to instruct and
convert'them, and all-this gratuitously; are circumstances which have not failed
to impress a general feeling of respect for the English. among the multitude, and
the oppressed female sex in particular. In our long rides through various parts
of the town, the streets and crowded marketplaces, we were everywhere saluted,
in the language of the country, with “Welcome, white men! Welcome, white
men!” , i -

Our time being limited, we left Abbeokuta, after taking a friendly leave of
the Chiefs,» on the 29th ultimo, reaching Lagos on the 1st instant.

. y We took the route, both in going to and returning from Abbeokiita, by the
fiver, supposing it to be the best, because it is that mostly used by the  
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missionaries. The route by land must be more preferable : the distance is but

the half of the river route ; can be conveniently performed on horseback,

notwithstanding the bad state of the roads, in two days and a-half; and the
damp exhalations from the river, the, torment of the mosquitoes, and the confined
position in a small, narrow canoe, are avoided.

My young companion, I regret to say, was attacked with slight fever before

reaching Lagos. A few days of careful nursing, and the use of the proper
remedies, enabled him to return to his ship convalescent. '

 

No. 24.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—.(Received January 21, 1856.)

My Lord, Lagos, December 7, 1855.

IN my despatch dated the lst of October last, I reported to your Lordship,
on the authority of the Rev. J. Smith, of the Church Missionary Society, that

the people of Ibadda had returned to their town, after a successful expedition
against some interior tribes, bringing with them upwards of 1,000 captives.

On my visit to Abbeokuta I learnt that the country that had been invaded
by the Ibadda people is called Efong, and is situated near the Niger; that the

Ibaddans, after meeting with considerable resistance, succeeded in sweeping off

the Whole p0pu1ation of the district—some 10,000 : and that they had brought
that number of unfortunate captives into Ibadda. It appears from further

statements I received, that the Ibaddans are unable to find a market for the adult

portion of the captives they brought with them ; they have tried to sell them
in the Jaboo‘ markets (where Kosoko trades) without success; and they have

tried Whydah, equally Without success. The Ibaddan’s, therefore, finding them—

selves encumbered with a number of captives Whom they must feed, are glad

to sell them at the low rate of 5 heads of cowries each—sterling value about

15.9. "It is to be hoped that, at this low value, many of these unfortunate people

may be redeemed by their few countrymen Who escaped the merciless razzia of

the Ihaddans. They have found no difficulty in disposing of the children captives,
these being readily bought up everywhere, for domestic purposes. '

In a conversation With the Rev. Mr. Hinderer, who is stationed at Ibadda,

but who has lately been on a visit to Lagos, he confirmed the accounts I had
received at Abbeokuta, of the number of captives that had entered Ibadda.
From the pesition of his house he witnessed the painful sight of many hundreds,

day after day, entering the town. ' During the short Visit made by Mr. Smith a

Ibadda, only a portion of the captives had been sent into the town. ‘
I was further informed, When at Abheokuta, that the people of Ijaye, where

there is a missionary station, had lately returned from a marauding expedition
against a'people inhabiting a country called Esha-bay, and from the circumstance
of the expedition returning with but few captives, but with a booty of some
4,000 head of cattle, I apprehend that Esha-bay is inhabited by pastoral
Feilatas or Foulahs. » ' A

The success of the marauders of Ijaye has excited the cupidity of a portion V
of the population of AbbeOkuta, and two sections of them—the Bagnras and
Owns, mostly Mahometans—were to start a few days after my departure, on an ,
expedition against Esha-bay, With the hope of obtaining similar? plunder to that
of the people of Ijaye.

As cattle can be readily disposed of, at prices varying from 10 to 20 heads
of cowries per head, they are likely to be preferable objects for- plunder to
human beings, so long as there is no sale for any number of the latter at the
sea-ports. ~ ' . ‘

I found the Chiefs of Abbeokuta had no power to prevent this expedition ’
of the Baguras and Owns, their fellow-inhahitants; and it being for the object
of , stealing cattle, and not human beings to make slaves of, they would have
little inclination, even if they had the power, to prevent the expedition going on
its aggressive purpose.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B.’ CAMPBELL.
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No. 25.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 21, 1856.)

(Extract) Lagos, December 8, 1855.

ON the occasion of the private interview with the Alake of Abbeokuta, he

again upbraided me with having made peace with Kosoko.

It appeared to me so evident that these people had been led to calculate on

the assistance of British aid in overcoming‘those whom they considered their

enemies, that I took upon myself (and I especially request your Lordship’s

approval or disapproval for having done so) distinctly to tell the Alake, in the

presence of Lieutenant de Robeck, that he and his Chief's must not expect that

Her Majesty’s Government will assist them in their aggressive wars against their

neighbours; that the policy of Her Majesty’s Government was to promote

peace, by which alone legitimate trade could prosper, and the great resources of

the country be developed; that war only fed the Slave Trade ; that they must

he now aware how strongly England was opposed to the Slave. Trade, and that,

therefore, the Queen’s Government would neither enter into nor encourage

aggressive warfare; that the Egbas can become a great people among their

- neighbours without war: they had a fruitful soil around their town, and they

now possessed a navigable river to convey the heavy and bulky productions of

their country to the sea-port Lagos.
That, as they complained their peaceabIe traders and their farmers living at

a distance from the walls of the town were frequently kidnapped by the Ibaddans

and others, I recommended the Alake and Chiefs to endeavour to obtain redress

for these wrongs by peaceahle negotiation, if possible; that, if after repeated

wrongs of this nature suffered, their efforts for redress proved fruitless, they

would then be justified in resorting to the harsh extreme of war. But I

requested the Alake, in the event of the water-side people wronging his country

people, that he would acquaint me with the same, that I might use my influence

to obtain redress.

 

No. 26.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofi'ce, January 25, 1856.

I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve of your proceedings as reported in

our despatch .of the 6th of December last, giving an account of your visit

to Abbeokuta, in company With Lieutenant de Robeck, of Her Majesty’s ship
“ Philomel.”

7 I am, &c.
‘ (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 27.

The Earl'of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Foreign 'Ofice, January 255 1856.

I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve the language held by you to the
Alake of Abbeokuta, as reported. in your despatch of the 8th ultimo;

’ ‘ I am, 820.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

Sir,
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No. 28.

Consul Campbell to the Earl q‘f Clarendon.—-—(Received February 8.)

My Lord, Lagos, January 6, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to report, on information received from an officer 'of
Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Hecate,” that, on or about the 2nd instant, that

vessel, being off Appi Vista, in the Bight of Benin; chased a suspicious vessel,
brigantine-rigged, Which, not being able to escape, was run on shore at the
above-named place, and was totally destroyed.

On the boats of the “Hecate” boarding this vesse1,she was found fully
equipped to receive slaves. A board had been nailed over that part of the stern
on which the name is usually placed. On this board being withdrawn, the
vessel‘s name was apparent, the “ Chatsworth,” of New York. V ,

She is stated here to be avvessel Which has been some time expected by-
Domingo Martinez and other slave~dea1ers from Mr. Machado, of New York.

The spot where this vessel was run on shore is called in the Admiralty
charts, Appi Vista, but is known on shore by its native name, Kootenoo, and is
one. of Domingo Martinez’ ports for the shipment of palm—oil, and, occasionally,
of slaves. '

I have, 810. '
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Ne. 29.

Consul Campbell to the Earl Qf Clarendon.——(Received Mfm'ch 19.)

My Lord, Lagos, Jammy 2] , 1856.

I HAVE again to pray for your Lordship’s interposition on behalf of the

self-emaneipated Afi'icans from the Brazils, Who, in taking passage from Bahia
to this port, mostly in Portuguese vessels, are subject to the grossest injustice

and breach of faith on the part of the masters and supereargoes of those

vessels.
The agreement made by these Africans with the owners or charterers of

vessels bound to this coast is, to he landed, with their families and property, at

Lagos. TWO gross Violations of such agreement have lately occurred.

The Portuguese vesseh“ General Rego,” commanded by Domingo José da
Costa Lage, with Angelo Custodio Ribiero Debareo as supel'cergo, brought from

Bahia. some 40 seif—emancipated Africans as passengers, Whom they 1an
contracted to land, with their property, at this place. Instead of so doing, these

unfortunate people were forced on shore at Whydah, where they were first

plundered of their property, and, on account of their being Egbas, were subse-

quently sent up to the King of Dahomey, who put to death all the adults,

retaining the children as slaves. .
The Portuguese schooner ” Emilia,” iatptain Jacinte, eupereargo, Christoph

Custode, also brought from Bahia some settlemaneipated Afi‘ieans as passengers,

in number about 15‘; and, instead of lanéing them at Lagos, as was agreed

upon, they were put on shore, against titieir'wishes, zit Aghwey, from Which

place they were able to get away through the inetrumentelity of a Sierra Leone

trader named Harry Johnson, Who, passing Aghwey at the time, gave them a

passage to this place in his vessel; but the property of these poet people was

retained on board the “ Emilia.” -
I beg respectfully to suggest to your Lordship that, if the owners of vessels

leaving Bahia, or other ports in the Brezils, with seif-emancipated Africans as

passengers feiflLagos, were compelled by the local authorities to give bond for

the due landing at this place of the passengers and their property, a recurrence

of the iiljtxstiee and wrong hitherto done to the Africans would be prevented.

The bond could be caneeiied on the master or sup’ercargo producing a satis-

factory certificate that the passengers had been landed at their proper destina-

tion. ‘

One objection of the masters and supercargoes of Portuguese vessels to

landing their passengers from the Brazils at this place, arises from the circum-

CLASS B.
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stance that care is taken by myself and the commanders of Her Majesty’s ships
which may be here at the time, that all extra fitting and equipment, which had
been necessary for the passengers, is landed here before the vessel leaves.

The Portuguese three-masted vessel “ Linda Flor ” brought, some time
since, the large number of 230 passengers from Bahia. The master was called

upon, not only to land the extra water-easks, &c., but also a large portion of the

cargo belonging to the passengers, which, but for my interference, he would

have carried away on the plea that the whole of the passage-money had not been

paid in Bahia. .
' I have, &c.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 30.

~ Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Rece73ved March 19.)

My Lord, Lagos, February 1, 1856.

I REGRET to have to report to your Lordship that there is an active
renewal of the Slave Trade at Whydah and the neighbouring ports.

This Traffic was languishing until the return of Don Domingo Mustich to
Whydah, since which event it has revived; and, from information I have
received, I have reason to believe that one of the three vessels forming his
expedition, the brig or brigantine, has got away with a cargo of slaves.

Mr. Machado, of New York, has also two vessels under the American flag,
the barque “ Hermitage” and the schooner “David Mitchell,” hovering about
the slave ports; the latter, I am well informed, will take away slaves if an
opportunity offers. ‘

Several slaves belonging to Domingo Martins, Senhor Nobre, and others,
have managed to effect their escape from the barracoons; unfortunately the
greater number have been intercepted on their way to this place by the natives,
and retained as slaves or again sold; about 12 of them managed to reach
Lagos, and, claiming my interposition, I have prevailed on King Docemo not to
restore them to their owners, the slave-dealers, but to allow them to live here as
freeman. They can always obtain a good livelihood by their labour.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 31.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received March 19.)

My Lord, Lagos, February 8, 1856.

SIGNIOR GIOVANNI BAPTISTA SCALA, a Genoese merchant, who

has established himself at this place, called on me after the arrival of the last

packet from England, and informed me that. he had been appointed Sardinian
Consul. ' ,

Signior Scala at the same time placed in my hands his patent of appoint-
ment, and begged of me, at an early day, to present him to King Docemo and
his Chiefs, as His Sardinian Majesty’s Consul.

The patent of appointment being under the sign manual and seal of His
Majesty Victor Emanuel, and in all respects correct, I did not hesitate to comply
with Signior Scala’s request; and on the 6th instant I presented him to King
Docemo and his Chiefs, as Consul to His Sardinian Majesty; they appeared
pleased at the appointment, and will duly recognise Signior Scala as Sardinian
Consul. .
' Signior Scala’s Consular jurisdiction extends from Cape Formosa to Cape
Three-Points. ‘.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.
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No. 32.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 24, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th ultimo, reporting that

Signior Giovanni Baptista Scala, a Genoese merchant established at Lagos, has

been appointed Sardinian Consul at that place ; and I have to acquaint you thet

I approve of your having presented Signior Scala to King Docemo and hls

Chiefs.
I am, &c.

V (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 33.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, _ Foreign Ofiice, March 29, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 21st of January, relative to

the unfortunate Africans returning from. Brazil, Who were forced by. two

Portuguese ship-masters to land at Whydah and Aghwey, I transmit herewith,

for your information, copies of despatches which I have addressed to Her

Majesty’s Chargé d’Afi'aires at Rio de Janeiro, and to Her Majesty’s Minister at
Lisbon respecting this afl'air.*

. ' , I am, &c. ‘ ' '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* Nos. 150 and 262.
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N0. 34,

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received March 29.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, January 27, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a journal of my proceedings in

Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Antelope,” Lieutenant-Commander Young, in the

Rivers Bonny, New Calebar, and Old Calabar. ' ’

Your Lordship will observe that I considered it neeessary to destroy Old

Town, in Old Calabar.

I sincerelyl10pe your Lordship Will be pleased to approve of the proceedings

I have taken. '

I leave this place to—morrow morning, in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel

“ Antelope,” for the River Cameroons and Island of Bimbia, where some dis-

turbances have very recently taken place, and to arrange which I have received

a requisition for my immediate presence there.
I have, 850.

(Signed) J, Wt B. LYNSLAGER.

 

- Inclosure l in No. 34.

Journal of Proceedings in the Rivers Bonny, New Calabar, and Old Calabar.

January 4, 1855.——EMBARKED on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship

“ Antelope,” Lieutenant-Commander Young, for the River Bonny.

January 5.——Noon: crossed the bar and anchored below the shipping at

3 I’.Z\I. Captain Hemingway, Chairman of the Court of Equity, and several of

the supercargoes, came on board. I handed the Chairman 21 despatch (Inclosure

No. 2); He informed me there were no complaints, further than those stated in

the two letters (Inclosures Nos. 3 and 4), copies of which I beg to inclose. It

was then arranged that a meeting would be held next day, at 11 A.M., in the

Courthouse. The Chairman and supercargoes shortly after left, to give the

requisite notice to the King and Chiefs, of the meeting.

January 6,—Thick hazy morning. At 10 A.M. Chairman and supercargoes

assembled on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Antelope,” it being their usual

custom to escort the Consul to the Court-house. At 1030 left the “ Antelope,”

with Lieutenant-Commander Young, under a salute of seven guns, and proceeded

through the creek to the Court-house. It is a large substantial building, cool

and airy, and admirably adapted for the purposes it is devoted for—4-viz., the

arranging of, all disputes and matters of trade between the supercargoes and the

King and Chiefs, and as a. place of divine worship, where one of the supereargoes

officiates every Sabbath day, the crews of the vessels in the river being present.

King Dapho and Chiefs being assembled and seated, I opened the meeting.

' I addressed them relative to the fulfilment of the Treaty they had signed on the

23rd Jenueryv, 1854, when King Pepple was deposed, and stated that from

information Which had been laid before me, they were liable to be fined for

violating that Treaty. The two letters were then read, one addressed to myself,
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dated 23rd September, 1854, and one addressed to Captain (Commodore ’2')

Adams, dated 22nd November, 1854. The Chairman and members stated that _

on two different occasions the King and Chiefs refused to attend the Court—house

meetings. King Dapho pleaded sickness, and the Chiefs refused on that account ;

they endeavoured to shield themselves under the opinion that unless the King

was there they were not bound to attend. Commander Young stated that they

were apprised differently when he was there with the late Consul, in 1854. The

Chiefs said that they were perfectly aware that the fine was one puneheon of

palm oil each. It appeared that Anne Pepple was the principal party through

whom the non‘attendanee arose; that he had very great influence with the King,

who being a young man, was very easily lead astray, and it was greatly to be

feared that if he continued listening and acting to Anne Pepple’s advice, there

will be some serious disturbance. At the time the letter was written for

Commodore Adams, a meeting of King and Chiefs, with the supereargoes, was

called. The letter was read to them. Another question was then brought

before them, about a man named Yaniboo, that eX-King Pepple had left in

charge of his landed property, who had deserted his charge, and gone over to

Anne Pepple, who made a false claim on the person of Yanihoo. He then went

to the Elve country, which caused a stoppage of trade for ninetysix days. As

this man Yaniboo was to be considered a Chief (m'de Article X, Treaty

23rd January, 1854), the supereargoes determined that Yaniboo must return to

the ex-Ifing’s house, as he could not he considered a Chief if he remained under

Anne Pepple. The question, “ You must say if you give Yaniboo up,” was put

to Anne Pepple, who rose up and left the room, the other Chiefs tbllowing him ;

the King was the last to leave. A deputation was sent to the King’s house, but

none of them would return. The Court was then broken up. Captains \Vylie

and Cahill, on going into the town shortly after, saw many people armed, met

the King, and asked the reason for such a warlike display. He (the, King)

endeavoured to disperse them, but was unsuccessful. On entering the market-

place they were assailed by a number of women, who yelled and hooted at them,

and treated them with the greatest contempt. The assailants were all of Anne

Pepple’s party. The supercargoes supported the King in stating that he had

endeavoured to disperse the crowd, but was unable ; but that he exhibited a want

of confidence in carrying out his authority, and had been led too much by Anne

Pepple, who, as the richest Chief in the place, should have supported the King,

and endeavoured to assist him; The supercargoes further stated that they had

frequently spoken to Anne Pepple 01” this, but he had taken no heed. #

V The triplicate charges on Anne Pepple made me use strong language to him.

I strongly advised him to alter his ways, as long as he yet had time, and not to

run on to the degree the ex—King had done, or the same fate would await him,

on such complaints being again made; and that British subjects could not he

treated in such a manner with impunity.
The Court decided that—

Anne Pepple be fined 3 puncheons oil
King Dapho ,, ,, 1 n a)
Captain Hart ,, ,, ' l ,, n
Foobra Alison ,, ,, 1 ,, :9

6 puncheOns.

The fines to he paid over to the Chairman (Captain Hemingway) before noon on

Monday the 8th. , '

The supercargoes then made a representation that as the eomeys were not

sufficient to keep the King in his. proper position, that in future he should be

allowed to trade: as they were all of oneopinion and mind on the necessity of

this, I granted the King leave to do so.
Some minor palavers about slaves were brought before me, but as they '

related to the internal government of the country, I referred them all to the King,

and Chiefs. ‘ ' ,

I then requested the King and Chiefls to state if they had any complaint

against any white man. They all ansWered “ none.” .

I then requested Prince George Pepple to he brought tome, which was

done, and it was arranged that he would proceed to Fernando P0 with me.
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The people were very much satisfied with King Pepple’s removal, and are

much averse to his returning. '
The King and Chiefs took their departure.
I then stated to the Chairman and members of the Court, that I fully

expected the payment of the balance of the ex-King’s annual allowance,

amounting to 1802. They answered, it Would be forthcomlng ere I left the rlver.
At 3 P.M. returned on board.

January 7.—The Sabbath-day.
January 8.—Received avisit from King Dapho, who stated that .a large

quantity of his comey had lately been stopped for the debts of the ex-Klng, and

therefore he was not in a position to pay the balance of the eX-King’s salary. I

told him that on my arrival from New Calabar I would hold an investigation into
the affairs of the eX-King, and arrange for the payment of his comey in future.

He appeared much pleased at this, stating that as he was a young man, and

wished to push his way along, the detention of his comey was a serious matter

to him. .
Visited the Chairman, and arranged for a meeting to be held, on our return

from New Calabar, for the above purpose.
January 9.-——-Fine clear morning. At 7 A.M. Captains Wylie, Cahill, Grant,

Witt, Finnigan, and Glanville, came on board, and we proceeded for New

Calabar. At 11 A.M. passed the shipping, and anchored ofi' the town at 1130.
Sent a despatch on shore (Inclosure No. 5) to King and Chiefs.

Received letter (Inclosure No. 6) from Captain Cahill relative to the not

breaking trade, and one from the supercargoes (Inclosure No. 7) about casks.
King Amacree and Chiefs soon made their appearance, and on being seated

on deck I read Captain Cahill’s letter. The King acknowledged the contents to

be true; he, however, promised that such would not occur again. The letter

relating to casks was then read and fully explained to them. I stated that I
would make an Additional Article to the Commercial Treaty, making it illegal
to use such irregular casks, with a penalty for any infringement of that Article.
This met with a very decided opposition from them all, and I gave them till
next day to consider the question.

. King Amacree, before leaving, spoke of his presents detained in Fernando
Po, which I also referred to next day. At 3 P.M. dropped down the river and
anchored off Fouche Point. .

January lO.——8 A.M.: got under weigh and proceeded up the river. 10 A.M:
anchored off the town ; fired a gun for the King and Chiefs to‘come ofl', accord-
ing to promise. After some delay the King came off alone, stating that the
Chiefs refused to come. I made him aware that I would not be baulked in that
mannertthat the Additional Articles must be signed, and British merchants
no longer robbed with impunity. He went to‘ the town again, accompanied by
Captains Cahill and Witt. In a short time they all came off, some of the Chiefs
in a partly intoxicated state. On all being seated and silence obtained, the three
Additional Articles were read; the second and third were at once agreed to, but
the first one was refused in toto—they could not give up their old habits of
double-dealing where and whenever they could. I fully explained it to them,
and stated to them that nothing less than their signatures to it, as it was, would
vaHSWer my purpose. They were very independent, stating they had no trust from
any of the supercargoes. I gave them half-an-hour to come to a final conclu-
sion. At the expiration of that period he answered they would sign it, but the
supercargoes would require to increase the quantity of goods. I replied I had
nothing whatever to do with ,their prices; they then appended their signatures.
I beg to inclose the original herewith (Inclosure No. 8). ’

King Amacree then spoke of his presents. The captains and supercargoes
stated that he had given general satisfaction during the past year. I replied that
the statement of the supercargoes would go to‘ England, and I would request
instructions regarding them; they shortly after took their departure. Got under ,
Weigh, and anchored ofl' Fouche Point at 5'15 EM.

January ll.—-Got under weigh at 8'15 A.M. and proceeded for Bonny ; it
had been arranged by Mr. Hemingway, the Chairman, that a meeting would be
held at 3 RM. The supercargoes came on board, and I left for the Court-house
at 2'30 P. M., accompanied by Mr. V. J. Johnson, second master of the
“ Antelope.” ' .

On the King and Chiefs being assembled and seated, I told them the object  
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of the meeting. The Chairman stated that Fred Pepple had been left in charge

of the eX-King’s property afloat, and Yaniboo in charge of the property on shore.

That when the eX-King left he was indebted above 300 puncheons of oil to the

vessels in the river ; that since his leaving, Fred Pepple, alone and unaided by

the King 'or Chiefs, had collected in the interior and paid to the shipping all but

seventy—two puncheons, and he considered that Fred deserved very great praise

for so doing. The members of the Court all agreed in this. _ I then endeavoured

to find what landed property the eX-King had left in the possession of Yaniboo.

He was called, and stated that he had no property in his possession belonging to

the eX-King. ' 1

It was the opinion of some of the members of the Court that Pepple was a

very poor man at the time he was deposed; others believed him to have been

worth a vast deal of property, which was either hidden in the ground or secreted

in some other manner. Yaniboo and Fred Pepple denied all knowledge of any

proPerty, With the exception of slaves and canoes. It was proposed that if Fred

Pepple paid the eX-King’s debts, he should retain any property he was in posses—

, sion of belonging to the ex-King. This Was unanimously agreed to. I put the

question to Fred Pepple if he would pay the seventy-two puncheons of oil and

keep what property was in his hands ? He said if he was allowed time he would

do so ; it was then agreed that he should have five months’ time.

The surgeon 0f the “ St. Andrew,” Captain Ward, stated that he requested

the interference of the Court with the traders, who had trust from Captain

Ward, he being in a very dangerous state of health, and it was very desirable

that he should leave the river as soon as possible; the trust out amounted to

sixty-seven puncheons. Captain Wylie moved and Captain Cahill seconded, that .

notice be given to the debtors that all debts must be paid within ten days, or a

fine of one puncheon of palm oil. This was unanimously carried. This finished

the business for the day.
It was with sincere pleasure that - I found the supercargoes thus joining

together for their owners’ and their own individual. interest; everything is settled

in their Court-house—a building which reflects great credit on them as a body.

A similar establishment in each river would, I feel confident, he an inestimable

benefit for both white and black traders. 7

January 12.-—Had a Visit from Fred Pepple; he wished a document from

“ my hand,” he said. I gave him, one, a copy of which I beg to inclose

(Inclosure No. 9).
Received the balance of King Pepple’s annual allowance.

King Dapho called on me at 3 P.M., when I gave him a document, as per

inclosure (Inelosure No. IO), which I hope will, in the event of a slayer entering

Bonny, prevent such occurrences as that stated to your Lordship in my despatch

dated 7th August, 1854.*
Saturday, January l3.——Had an early visit from King Dapho about his

comey, the ex-King’s debts having been arranged for. Gave him a certificate,

as per Inclosure No. 11. Prince George Pepple and servant came on board.

8'15 A.M.: got under weigh and proceeded down the river; shaped a course for

Old Calabar; at 9 P.M. anchored outside in eleven fathoms water.

Sunday, January l4.——-At 6‘30 got under weigh and proceeded for the

river; at 1230 anchored below Duke Town ; received a Visit from the super-

cargoes in the river.-
Monday, January 15,—Acldressed a despateh to the Scottish missionaries,

as per Inclosure No. 12. At 7 A.M. started for Creek Town, accompanied

by Mr. Johnson, second master. King Eyo received us very kindly, and was

in excellent health. I informed him that the supercargoes had stated to me that

human sacrifices were still perpetrated in the river, although he'had put a stop

to such practices in his own town. He acknowledged that what I had stated

was true, but urged th' t he had no power over the perpetrators of the late

massacre. I said I was determined to put a stop to such practices by some

stringent measure, stating that no civilized country could see such horrid

measures taken to cut short the life of so many human beings for the purpose of

fulfilling an ancient and foolish custom, which they had long promised to

abolish, but which still existed to a very great extent in the river, more especially

in Old Town. I arranged With King Eyo that a meeting would be held next
7

day at noon, on. board Her Majesty s steam-ship “ Antelope??-

* Class B, presented 1855, No. 53.
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It is dreadful to listen to the supereargoes, to hear their statements of the
heétdless bodies floating about the river, in a state of decomposition in some
cases. The inhabitants refuse to listen to any of them, if they address them on
that. subject. ‘

Returned Ql’l board the “ Antelope.” Received a letter from the super-
cargoes (Inclosure No. 13).

Wrote to Duke Ephraim and Chiefs (Ineloeuro No. 14:). Answered
supercargoes’ letter (Imelosure No. 15).

Received a letter from Rev. William Anderson of Duke Town (Inelosure
N0. 16 .

Tiesday, 16th.-—7 A.M.: wrote to Mr. Anderson (Ino1osure No. 17).
Received a note from Rev. S. Edgerley (Inclosure No. 18), With various

complaints against the natives, that had never been redressed, and claiming the
protection of Her Majesty’s Consul.

At 11 A.M. King Eyo and Chiefs came on board ; shortly after, Duke
Ephraim and Chiefs made their appearance. The superczwgoes were in attend-
ance ; also the Rev. Messrs. VVadde], Edgerley, and Anderson. On the
meeting being opened, the supercaygoes’ letter‘Was read, and explained to the
Chiefs, by Captain Calvert.

Mr. Edgerley stated that Willy Tom, the Chief of 01d Town, was very ill
last year; that in his delirium he caused his Wives and children to be put in
chains; if he died they were to .be massacred, and every person in the town was
to take the‘ohop-nut. He referred this to Eyo, and requested help to stop such
fearful proceedings. King Eyo answered, he had no influence in Old Town.
He (Mr. Edgerley) now says that Eyo might have saved many lives. Old
Willy Tom died ; this caused a very great deal of excitement; an immense
number of murders took place; trives, brothers, children, slaves, were killed
,—-awful to think of. Duke Ephraim eaueed a proclamation to be made in Old
Town, that if Willy Tom died, every one should take chop-nut. Such was
Mr; Edgerley’s recital of the fearful murders Which had been committed, and he
gave the following names, as those of parties Who had been the principal
instigators, or perpetrators, of these foul deeds, viz. :—— ‘ '

Ephraim Cobham,
Acobham Akpong Ufuip,
Esau Arsibong,
Akpa Imo,
Arsibong Ukpong
Efuim Adem,
Arsibong Ataka.

I then addressed Duke Ephraim, on the part which it was very evident he
had played in the fearfuI slaughter; he attempted to screen himself under the
plea that he had no power over Old Town. >

I used every endeavour to get his and Chiefs’ sanction to sign an Additional
Article to the, Treaty abolishing human. sacrifices, dated 15th February, 1851,
in Which it implied, that if any native of the Old Calabarriver, who administered,
or alloWed to be administered, the “ esero,” 01'. chop—nut, alias poison-nut, all his
property be forfeited, and be dealt with as Her Majesty’s Government should
think fit ; this, I soon found it would be impossible to obtain, as the Chiefs, one
and all, were'opposed to it, and Duke Ephraim. was afraid to sign it, if Willing,
Which I very much question. ~

The poison-nut has taken away, Within twenty years, the most able men in
the whole Country; one and all, with a few exceptions, have died under that-
ordeal; and the continuance of it will, undoubtedly, eventually lead to most
serious and heavy 1osses to the British merchants who have vessels in that rixier,
as no trade can be carried on Without trust, and on. the death of a creditor by
that ordeal, the trust is lost. '

In the late Consul’s despateh, dated 27th October, 1851,,some important
information is given on these customs.

I then stated to King Eyo and Duke Ephraim, that I would give them a
list of the parties’ names Who were implicated in the charge of administering: the-
poison-nut, and gave them until Thureday the 18th, at 10 A.?«I., to deliver them
up to me, when, if not. forthcoming, the measures then taken for destroyim1r Old
Town would rest on their own heads. I a
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Duke Ephraim again reiterated his former statement—that he had nothing

to do With Old Town. I answered him that he issued the proclamation; and if

he‘ had no influence there, why do :30?
Rev. Mr. Anderson stated, that on a late occasion many of the Duke Town

people went to Henshaw Town, at which time the poison-nut was given to four

persons ; he believed three died and one survived.

Rev. Mr. Edgerley stated, that he had a witness to the issuing of the

proclamation of Duke Ephraim’s in Old Town ; he was a free boy, a native, and

if he gave his evidence his life would not be safe, unless the Consul gave him his

protection; this was immediately given. Messrs. Waddel and Edgerley then

stated, that Duke Ephraim, in his own language, had threatened the life of the

witness. Thomas Hogan had also used threatening language. I reprimanded

Duke Ephraim very severely, for using such language to a witness, and told him

that on any future occasion I would never tolerate such a proceeding. Hogan

received the same reprimand. a

As they were about to leave, I again addressed Duke Ephraim, and stated

that if the murderers (as I could not designate them by any other name) were

not given up by the hour appointed, I would show a decided hostility to such

crimes as had lately been committed, by burning and destroying Old Town, for

so many years the scene of such diabolical outrages against the laws of God and

man. He appeared to consider this as an idle threat, and one that would not be

executed. ,

Messrs. Waddel and Edgerley protested against the destruction of the town.

The supercargoes and captains informed me that the criminals being free

men, Duke Ephraim would never give them up, although they were in his

ower. .
p I again warned both King Eyo and Duke Ephraim of the consequences,

should they not hand them over to me, to be dealt with according to the

pleasure ofHer Majesty’s Government. '

Duke Ephraim and Chiefs took their leave. King 'Eyo remained a little

time, and, on leaving, received a salute of seven guns. .

Arranged with supereargoes for a meeting next day, at 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, l7th.——Supercargoes assembled at 10 o’clock, and handed me a

letter (Inclosure No. 19) relative to the detention of natives on board the vessels.

There was a difference of opinion on what constituted “maltreatment ;” if detain-

ing a native on board ship for debt was such, then they were liable to be fined, as

per Treaty. While a native is detained on board a vessel, he is well treated in

every respect ; he sits down to table with the supereargo; has any wines or

liquors he chooses ; and lives at a far superior rate than he can on shore. It‘is

an old custom, and one which, if done away with, would seriously endanger the

British property now in their hands. The supercargoes stated it was their only

resource, after all other means had failed; that the Egbo law was now of

no use.
Captain Cuthbertson stated that “Egbo ” had been blown on a man, who

had trust from him, five or six times; the man laughed at it; and he had not got

one drop of oil yet, although “ Egbo " was first blown on him thirteen months ago.

I stated to them that such was the Treaty, and I had no power to

alter it, but I would forward their statements, and request instructions on the

subject.
I beg to inclose copies of my letters to Mr. Edgerley during the day, with

his answers thereto (Inclosures Nos. 20 to 25). .
Thursday, 18th.——The paddle-box boats of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop

“ Antelope,” with a number of Kroomen from the merchant—shipping, were sent

to Mr. Edgerley this morning.
The supercargoes, King Eyo and Chiefs, Duke Ephraim and Chiefs, assema

bled on board Her Majesty’s steam—slooP “ Antelope” at 10 AM. I put the

question to them, “ Have you got the 7 men ?” They answered, “No.” One,

of the s'upercargoes informed me he saw two of them in the town the day

prevmus.
Received a letter from the supercargoes (Inclosure No. 26), regarding

Old Town. '
I then stated to King Eyo and Duke Ephraim; that, as they had failed to

deliver up the 7 men who had committed those fearful crimes, and‘ as Old Town

‘LAss B. ,
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had been for many years the scene of diabolical murders, I would request

Lieutenant-Commander Young to destroy it ; that I understood the greater

number of the inhabitants had already left; but as I had no wish to kill any of

the inhabitants, and give all due time, nothing would be done that day, but on

the'following morning operations would commence.
I then addressed the Duke and Chiefs, and urged them to abandon the

ordeal of the poison nut. I assured them they would draw down the censure of

Her Majesty’s Government if they continued its use; that they should be very

thankful to Britain for the many things she had done for them, in endeavouring

to advance them in civilization by the aid of missionaries, 8:0.

I suggested the formation of a Court, of Duke Ephraim, and Chiefs, and

Supercargoes, to endeavour to abolish this ordeal, of “ death,” as nine out of ten

who go through the trial invariably die. I also requested King Eyo to use his

influence in Duke Town.
I also addressed them on the subject of twin-murder. Duke Ephraim and

Chiefs at once assented, that 110 more murders should take place ; that they

would give up the children to the missionaries, and they would sign “book” for

“ that.” A promise to this effect was drawn out, which they signed, and I

inclose the original herewith (Inclosure No. 27). They refused to give up the

mother, but stated that no harm would befall her; this was at least one point

gained from the Duke Town Chiefs. King Eyo appended his signature, as a

matter of course, and to satisfy Duke Ephraim. King Eyo is a most intelligent

man, and has recently done away with many of the old, foolish customs ; human

sacrifice, poison-nut, and twin-murder are done away with in Creek Town. He

has a very powerful influence in the Whole river, and I have no doubt will
endeavour to get the chop-nut abolished in Duke Town.

Received a letter from Mr. Edgerley (Inclosure No. 28).
Friday, l9th.—Steam was got up at 8 A.M., to proceed up the river to

Old Town. ,
I beg to inclose a copy of a requisition I made to Commander Young

(Inclosure No. 29). '

The question of human sacrifices has now been for some years before the
British public ; it engaged the serious and devoted attention of the late Consul
Beecroft; and I am only too certain that he never would for one moment allow
or sanction the use of the poison nut, because it was an old custom or fashion,

. although Mr. Anderson alleges such in his letter, as having been told him by the

natives.
The Treaties entered into on the 18th March, 1848, and the 15th February,

1851, have never been looked to, but violated on every occasion When a Chief
or head man died. Such scenes do not take place in the rivers adjacent; and
on Tuesday, when I wished them to sign the Additional Article, the Chiefs at
onceqlfite boldly refused it, apparently quite determined to live in their sin.
This Old Town, where the recent slaughter took place, has been the “ jew-jew ”
town, where the most dreadful crimes have been carried on for many years; the
inhabitants have been deaf to all entreaties against it.

The person and property of Mr. Edgerley have been assailed, and the
members of his church abused.

It was with all due consideration I weighed the question of what was to be
done; it required to be effectual. They refused, in toto, to sign the Additional

Article to the Treaty, and the Treaties they had signed were violated. I consulted
with Lieutenant-Commander Young, and came to the conclusion that, by destroy-
ing the town, and not allowing it to be re-erected, that Duke Town would be
left alone in the use of the poison-nut, and the scene of such foul atrocities be
ight'ugure only remembered: it would also be a warning to Duke Ephraim and

1e 3.
The “ Antelope” proceeded slowly up the river, and anchored in front of

Old Town. All the natives had left ; the town was totally deserted; many
hundreds of the natiyes were on the banks of the river. The operations
commenced with shot and shell ; the shot making a clean breach through the
mud walls of the houses. Mr. Watts, Second Master, landed with a party of
men, to set fire to the roofs of the houses; Lieutenant—Commander Young and
Mr. Johnson followed. The roofs were soon ignited, and the town in flames;
being composed of bamboo mats, a thin, dry material, it burnt with great
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rapidity. As the walls were still standing, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Watts, With a

body of Kroomen, and a guard of seamen and marines, landed at 4 P.M., and

pulled them down level with the ground. They returned at 6 P.M., and we

proceeded down the river to our anchorage. V

I received a letter from the supercargoes (Inclosure No. 30), which I beg

to inclose.
Messrs. Edgefley and Anderson stated to me verbally that they considered

it a welI—merited punishment on the town; but that, as missionaries of the

Church, they were bound to protest against such proceedings.

The Mission House, being some distance from the town, was unharmed;

some type, Which had not been removed previous to the firing, was taken on

board the “ Antelope” by the Kroomen, and delivered up to Mr. Edgerley.

No lives were lost ; the natives having evacuated the town, as I have

previously stated.
Received a letter from King Eyo (Inclosure No. 31).

Thus ended the day’s proceedings, and the éestruction of Old Town. I

sincerely hepe it will have a salutary effect on the natives of Old Town.

Saturday, 20th.—Addressed letters to King Eyo and Chiefs, and Duke

Ephraim and Chiefs, copies of which I beg to inclose (Inclosures Nos. 32 and 33).

Weighed anchor at noon, and proceeded for Fernando Po.

Sunday, 213t.——6 A.M., off Cape Bullen; 7'30, anchored in ClarenCe Cove, »

When I shortly after landed. .

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 34.

Acting Consul Lynslage'r t0 the Chairman and Members of the Court of

Equity, Bonny.

Gentlemen, “Antelope,” River Bonny, January 5, 1855.

HAVING arrived here in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope,” Lieute-

nant Commander Young, for the purpose of enforcing the Treaties established

in January 1854, and to settle any disputes that may have arisen therefrom, I

request that you will give me written statements of the same.
I am, 8m

(Signed) wa. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inolosure 3 in No. 34.

The Chairman and Members of the Court of Equity, Bonny, to Acting Consul

_ Lynslager.
I‘

Sir,
Bonny River, September 23, 1854.

ON the 4th instant we addressed a letter to the Commodore or senior

oflicer on the station, requesting his presence and aesistance here, for the

purpose of maintaining the authority of the Royal Court of Equity, established

by the late Consul, Mr. Beecroft, as, since his death, the King and Chiefs have.

become lax in their adherence to the Treaty, and in a recent instance refused to

attend the Court When summoned ; evidently taking advantage of Mr. Beeeroft’s

death, and supposing, that since that unfortunate circumstance, we have no

protection for enforcing the laws as formerly. ‘

We have a despatch from Captain Miller, the Semor Officer, forwarded to

es_by Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Dolphin,” Captain Webber, authorizing

and directing us to claim your assistance, as the properly—constituted magistrate.

’We therefore beg you to render us that assistance so much required, and at as

early a'peried as you can conveniently cOme up; otherwise we apprehend the

afittirs of the Court and country will be seriously disturbed, and thereby the
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mercantile interest must seriously suffer. We at the same time would suggest

to you the necessity and policy of coming in a man-of-wzu', as, Wlthout that,

your attendance would not be effectual. _

Trusting to see you soon here, we remmn, &c.
(Signed) J. A. WARDE, Chairman.

THOS. F. STONE.
B. CAHILL.
J. A. STOWE.
JOHN GLANVILE.
REUBEN HEMINGWAY.
JAMES FINIGIR.
E. “TYLIIE.
 

Inolosure 4 in No. 341

The Chairman and Members of the Com‘t-‘of Equity, Bonny, to Captain Adams.

Sir, 1 River Bonny, November 22, 1855.
WE the Undersigned, supercargoes 0f the British merchant—ships now in

the Bonny D,iver, beg most ~respectfully to inform you that the _conduct of the
King and Uh'rfs, since the death of the late Consul,John Beecroft, Esq., has
been such that we are of opinion they think that the British Government has
entirely Withdrawn its protection from us. The members of the Court have
been booted, and all but laid violent hands upon, by the populace ; they look
upon the Court and Treaties With contempt, and violate them whenever it suits
their purpose so to do. Should this state of things be allowed to go on, the
effect will be most injurious to this large and valuable trade ; and we humbly
claim your protection, and are of opinion that nothing .less than your presence
here will have the desired efieot, and hope, when the importance of the Bunny”
trade is taken into account, you will not. think we are presumptuous in asking
you to come.

(Signed) E. 'WYLIE, Chairman,
And all the Members of the Court of Equity.
 

Inclosure 5 in No. 34.

Acting Consul Lynhlager to the King and Chiefs of Netti Calabmz

Gentlemen, » “Antelope,” New Calabm‘, January 9, 1855.

HAVING arrived here in Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ An lope,”
Lieutenant-Commander Young, for the purpose of ascertaining if the ommer-
cial Treaty made With you on October 2, 1850, has been fully carried out, and
not infringed in any way, I have to request that you Wlll immediately come on
board, after Which I will visit you on shore. '

I am, &0.
(Signed) . , ’J. \V. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 6411 No. 34.

Captain Cahill to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, .1 v “ Loodianah,” Bonny River, January 8, 1855.

. I BEG to inform you that the brig “ Tremont ” arrived in New Calabar
RIVBI' on the 30th of Decemberplast, but in consequence of' King Amacree’s
absence, without appointing, previous to his departure, any deputy to “break
trede,” everything has been at a stand-still 'up to the present date; no trader
bemg pemmtted to visit any newly arrived vessel until the King himself has been
on beard. '

gnder these circumstances I beg you will interfere on my behalf ; and
am, c.

. (Signed) B. CAHILL.
 



AFRICA. (Oonsular)——Bight of Biafra. 37

Inclosure 7 in No. 34.

The Supercargoes of New Calabar to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir,
New Calabar River, January 10, 1855.

WE the Undersigned, supercargoes of British merchant—ships 1n the New

Calabar river, beg to draw your attention to the serious loss we experience from

the natives altering the shape and dimensions of our trade casks; viz., the

cask we give out to them is an ordinary sized 40-inch puncheon, measuring

42 inches long, 40 inches across the head, and 45 inches in the bilge; this sized

cask we do not obtain from them in return. What We suggest is, that in four

months from this date it shall be deemed illegal for any suphrcargo to receive

from a native trader an irregular trade puncheon; that the trade puncheon be

a regular 40—inch cask; and that in order not to press too hard upon the native

trader. he may have the option of starting into a trade cask at the cask-house, if

he has any suspicion that his cask is not up to the mark.

In order to enforce the above, we“ suggest that a fine 01' penalty be inflicted

upon all Who infringe these regulations ; say of one puncheon for a native trader

mahing use of, and two puncheons for any White trader receiving, such irregular

cas {.
We also suggest, that in the event of any ship or vessel arriving in this

river for the purpose of trade, and the King being absent, the trader or super-

cargo shall be at perfect liberty to commence trading, and any obstruction 01‘

other prevention occurring to prevent such trading, no matter under What

circumstances, a fine of five trade puncheons of oil shall be inflicted upon the

King and Chiefs of this river. .

And we further beg to Suggest, that after Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul’s

first visit to any of these rivers, and until the whole of his business shall have

been transacted and settled, no White trader be allowed to proceed on shore on

his own business, or in a private manner, without first asking and obtaining the

permission of Her Majesty’s Consul, under penalty of a fine of one puncheon of

oil for each offence.
We have, 8:0. ,

(Signed) J. H. S. WITT.
E. WYLIE.
P. W. PHYTHIAN.
JAMES FINIGIR.
F. GRANT.
JOHN GLANVILE.
JNO. LA FRENCH.
B. CAHILL.

 

Inclosure 8 in No. 34.

Additional Articles to the Commercial Treaty with the King and Chiefs of the

New Calabar River, dated October 2, 1850..

ARTICLE I.

THAT in four months from this date it be deemed illegal for any super-

cargo to receive from a trader an irregular trade-puncheon; that the trade-

puncheonbe a regular 40-inch; and that,’ in order not to press too hard upon

the trader, he may have the option of starting into a trade-cask, at the Cask-

house, if he has any suspicion that the cask is not up to the mark.

ARTICLE ‘ 11.

That any breach of the above Article shall be punished as follows z—Any

native making use of or offering such an irregular cask fer sale shall be fined v

one puncheon of palm oil, and any white trader receiving or purchasing oil in

such irregular cask be fined two puncheons of oil.
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ARTICLE III.

In the event of any ship or vessel arriving in this river for the purpose of

trade, and the King being absent, the supercargo or trader shall be at perfect

liberty to commence trading, and any obstruction or other prevention occurring

to prevent such trading, no matter under What circumstances, a fine of five

trade-puncheons of palm oil shall be inflicted upon the King and Chiefs of this

nver.

ARTICLE IV.

On the arrival of Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul in the river, and until

the whole of his business be transacted, no white trader} be allowed to proceed

on shore, on his own business or in a private manner, Without first requesting

and obtaining permission of Her Majesty’s Consul, under the penalty of one

punch'e‘on of palm oil for each offence.
Given under our hands on board Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Antelope,’_’

in the New Calabar river, this tenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred

and fifty-five years.
his his

(Signed) King M Amacree. (Signed) George M Amacree.
mark. mark.

his his

Will N Barboy. Young N Brigg.
mark. mark.

his " his

Harry N Brade. Steadfast N Jack.
mark. mark.

his his

Emanuel N Yellow N'Duke.
mark. mark.

his his

Prince N Will. George N Will.
mark. mark.

his his

West N India. Don >4 Pedro.
mark. mark.

‘ his his

Big N Harry. Janza M
mark. mark.

his ' his

Foobr‘a >4 Amacree. Tom M Lawson.
. mark. mark.

_ his his

Tiger N Amacree. War N Mate.
mark. mark.

v‘his his

Duke {>4 Monmouth. Jack M Reece.
* mark. mark.

his ' his

George N Goodhead. Young M Anne.
mark. mark.

Signed in our presence: '
(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannia Majesty’s

Acting Consul.
Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia

Majesty’s Consul.
C. H. Young, Lieutenant, Commanding Her

Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope.”
Jno. La French, “ Heroine.” '
J. H. S. Witt.

' James Finigir.
P. W. Phythian.
B. Cahill.
John Glanvile.
F. Grant.
E. Wylie.
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Inclosure 9 in No. 34,.

Certificate.

To all whom it may concern.

1, JAMES WILLIAM BISHOP LYNSLAGER, Esquire, Her Britannic

Majesty’s Acting Consul for the Bight of Biafra, do hereby certify that at a

Court held at the Courthouse established in this river, on Thursday,

11th January, 1855, by myself, the Supercargoes, King, and Chiefs, it was

unanimously resolved and agreed upon, that in consideration of the debts of

eX-King Pepple, amounting to 72 puncheons of good palm oil, being paid to the

respective creditors by Fred Pepple, that he, the said Fred Pepple, shall keep

and retain, for his own use and purpose, any property he may be in possession

of belonging to the ex-King Pepple.

And I hereby grant this public instrument, under my hand, that such

property shall become the lawful property of Fred Pepple, on these debts being

liquidated by him.
Given under my hand on board Her Britannia Majesty’s steam-vessel

“ Antelope,” in the River Bonny, this 12th day of January, 1855.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER,

Her Britannia Majesty’s Acting Consul.

 

Inclosure 10 in No. 34.

Certificate.

To all Whom it may concern.

1, JAMES WILLIAM BISHOP LYNSLAGER, Esquire, Her Britannic

Majesty’s Acting Consul for the Bight of Biafra, do hereby authorize and

empower King Dapho, of the River Bonny, to , seize upon and destroy any

vessel that may enter his territories for the purpose of dealing in slaves; also to

seize and destroy any cargo, stores, &c., that may be on board: he, the said

King Dapho using every precaution in first ascertaining, from the Chairman and

Members of the Royal Court of Equity, that such vesse1 is for the purpose of

purchasing s1aves.

. Given under my hand, at the Bonny river, on board Her Majesty’s steam-

vessel “ Antelope,” this 12th day of January, 1855.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER,

Her Britannia Majesty’s Acting Consul.
C. H. YOUNG,

Lieutenant, Commanding Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Antelope.”

 

Inclosure 11 in No. 34.

Certificate.

“Antelope,” River Bonny, January 13, 1855.

WHEREAS Fred Pepple has now become the responsible party for the

debts owing by the ex-King Pepple, 1 have now to request that all supercargoes

Will pay King Dapho his just amount of comey.
(Signed) J . W. B. LYNSLAGER,

He-r Britannia Majesty’s Acting Consul.
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Inclosure 12 in No. 34.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Missionaries of the Church of Scotland,

- Old Calabmu

Gentlemen, “Antelope,” Old Calabar River, January 15, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have arrived in this river in

Her Britannia Majesty’s steam-vessel “Antelope,” Lieutenant—Commander

Young, for the purpose of investigating any differences that may have arisen

between British subjects and the natives of this river. '

' In the event of your having any grievances, I have to request that you will

give me a written statement of the same.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 13 in No. 34.

The Superca'rgoes of Old Calabm‘ to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Old Calabar River, January 15, 1855.

WE, the undersigned masters and supercargoes of vessels, trading in the

Old Calabarlriver, think it our duty, as desired by Her Britannic Majesty’s late

Consul, the late Mr. Beecroft, together With the Commander of Her Majesty’s

ship “Archer,” J. N. Strange, Esq., to inform you that the Treaty Which was

entered into by the above gentlemen and ourselves, on the one part,‘and by the

King, Chiefs, and natives 'of Old Calabar, on the other part, and hearing date

February 15, 1851 (the particular clauses alluded to are stated below), has been

violated ; inasmuch as, at the death of a Chief in February last year, many

human lives were sacrificed, and other inhuman outrages committed.

The clauses of the above-named Treaty referred to are the VIth and VIIth,
namely :—- ‘

Clause VI. “ That the' law abolishing human sacrifices be hereby con-
firmed.

Clause VII. “ That, in the event of the infringement of any Article of this
- Treaty, or of the law abolishing human sacrifices, application for redress shall
be made by the inj ured party to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, through any
British resident on the spot.”

In compliance With the above, we deem it our duty to lay this before you ; as,
should these violations and outrages go unredressed, they Will, most undoubtedly,
lead to others more aggl'avated, if possible. '

We are, &c. ‘
(Signed) CHAS. CALVERT.

PETER CROMPTON.
J. BAAK, Esq. ’

- EDWARD DAVIES.
JOS. CUTHBERTSON.

' GEORGE-ALEXR. LEWIS.
WM. WOODFINE.
JOHN HOLMES.
J . L. WK G. STERN.
JAMES GOPPEY.

 

Inclosure 14 in No. 34.

Acting Consul Lynslage’r to Duke Ephraim and Chiefs of Old Calabar.

Gentlemen, “ Antelope,” Old Calabar, January 15,- 1855.

. I IEIAVE the honour to request your presence on board Her Britannia
Majestys steam—vessel “Antelope,” Lieutenant-Commender Young, to-morrow
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at noon, to meet King Eyo and Chiefs, and the supercm‘goes in the river, when

some matters of great importance, for the welfare of your country, will be

brought under your notice.
1 21111, &e.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 15 in No. 34.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Supev'ca-rgoes of Old Calabm'.

Gentlemen, “Antelope,” 0ch C’alabar River, January 15, 1855.

‘ I BEG leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of this day, informing

me of the Violation of the Treaty for the abolition of human sacrifices.

In reply thereto, I have to request your presence on board Her Majesty's

. steam-ship “Ante10pe,” Lieutenant-CommanderYoung, at 12 o’clock to-morrow,

the 16th instant, When your statement will be fully investigated.
I am, Etc.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inelosure 16 iuNo. 341.

The Rev. W. Anderson to Acting Consul Ly-nslager.

(Extract) fifiss-ion House, Duke Town, Javnur'ry 15, 1855.

I WAS this morning favoured with your circular to the Scottish Mission-

aries in Old Calabar, and, having perused it, tbrwarded it to my brethren.

I expect to méet with them to-morrow morning, and it is not unlikely that

we may, collectively, have some matters to lay before you.

I have not, at present, any private or personal complaint to prefer against

any of the natives of Old Calabar.
I should rejoice were you to aid in forwarding the work of civilization

among them by your condemnation of the horrid practices of twin-murder, and

the ordeal of the poison-nut, both of which still prevail. Three persons died

under the ordeal at Henshaw Town on a Sabbath-day a few weeks ago ; and, so

late as the 6th instant, Duke Ephraim administered the ordeal of the nut to

several persons, of whom it is reported that four died. I am the more particular

in stating these things because some of the natives say that the late Consul

Beecroft allowed them to continue the use of the “esere” (poison bean), it being

“ an old fashion” among them. They must have misapprehended some state—

ment of his; and I humbly suggest that an effectual way of disabusing their

minds of the mistake, would be for you to use your powerful influence against

the practices referred to.
Sincerely wishing that your visit to this country may be beneficial to all

interested, I am, 8w.

 

Inclosure 17 in No. 34. 1

Acting Consul Lynslager t0 the Rev. W. Anderson.

(Extract) “Antelope,” Old Calabar, January 16, 1855.

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday, in which you call

my attention to the horrid practices of twin murder, the ordeal of the poison

nut, and human sacrifices, which are still carried on in this country.

In reply I beg to inform you that a meeting will he held on board Her

Majesty’s steam-ship "‘ Antelope ” this day at noon, at Which King Eyo and

Chiefs, Duke Ephraim and Chiefs, and the supercargoes, are expected to

attend.
The subject of human sacrifices will be thenybrought forward.-

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 18 in No. 34.

The Rev. S. Edgerley to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, Old Town, Old Calabqr, January 16, 1855.

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your courteous communication to the

Scottish Missionaries, and in reply beg to call your attention to the following

statements :—
1. That in defiance of the engagements made by the officials of Calabar

with the Europeans trading and resident in the river, that human sacrifices and
murders should be abolished, Duke Ephraim and the gentlemen of Duke Town

caused a proclamation to be made at Old Town, that if Willy Tom, the King of

the town, died, all the inhabitants should be compelled to take the poison nut.

2. That Willy Tom died, and fearful murders of about fifty individuals was
the result.

3. That this breach of good faith has never been redressed by any of
the authorities of the country, and that the murderers are allowed to go at large
with impunity.

4. That an attempt at intimidation or violence was made by some sixty
armed men, inhabitants of Old ToWn, on my person and premises, which has
never been redressed by the authorities of the town or country.

5. That a free person, a member of our Church, was knocked down in Old
Town, and his clothes torn off his back, because he was not one of the 'Egbo
fraternity,_and is an inmate of my family.

6. That I hold possession of a haIf-free Calabar man, named Atem Fonisu,
a refugee, whose life is devoted to destruction to the manes of the deceased King,
Willy‘TOm,’ and for no crime whatever, and in defiance of the engagements to
abolish human sacrifices.

, 7. That I have made out manumission papers, together with other indi-
viduals, of certain refugees and others who have been manumitted by us, and
request the sanction and recognition of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul to their
unconditional freedom. _

8. That one of the principal individuals implicated, amongst othérs, is
rijam‘ed Ephraim Cobham, the representative of the family of the deceased Willy
om.

9. That I have no protection from any party in the country for any violence
0r outrage, and therefore, as a British subject, most respectfully claim the
{protection of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for this river.

I have, &c. _
(Signed) SAMUEL EDGERLEY,

Scottish Missionary.

 

Inclosure 19 in No. 34.

The Supercargoes of Old Calabar to Acting Consul Lynslager.

0ch Oalabar River, January 17, 1855.
WE, the Undersigned, being present and a party to the establishing of a

Treaty between He;1 Majesty’s late Consul, ourselves, and others, on the one
part; and the King, Chiefs, and traders of Old Calabar, on the other part; for
the better regulating and conducting business between the two Contracting
Parties, do hereby declare 2—- , .

That, had we at that time understood that detaining a native on board a
ship for debt, or other unfair practices, could have been understood, interpreted,
or construed in any way as “maltreatment” (see Article VIII of said Treaty),
we should certainly not have agreed to it; when of course that Article would
not have been carried, as every Article in that Treaty was carried by the
“ maJority.”
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And further, we hereby declare most solemnly, that, should it henceforth be

forbidden to us to detain a native on board ship upon the before—mentioned

circumstances, namely, for debts or other unfair dealings, we are utterly inca-

pable of obtaining trust, which is now due to a considerable extent, and which,

taken at valuation according to the present price of palm-oil, amounts to

upwards of 250,000l.
We are, 8m.

(Signed) EDWARD DAVIES, “Golden Age.”
' CHAS. CALVERT, “ Calabar.”

J . BAAK, ESQ. '
JOS. CUTHBERTSON.
PETER CROMPTON.

 

Inclosure 20 in No. 34.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Rev. S. Edgerley.

Sir, ' “Antelope,” Old Calabar, January 17, 1855.

I HAVE to inform you that, if the instigators of the barbarous and foul

murders lately committed in Old Town are not handed over to me by 10 o’clock

to-morrow foren'oon, the town will be destroyed.

Itherefore give you notice, that you may remove your property previous

to the Commencement of these'operations.

Should you require any assistance, please to inform .me.

‘ - I am, &0.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 21 in No. 34.

The Rev. S.Edgerley to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Old Town, United Presbyterian Mission Station,

Sir, January 17,» 1855.

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, intimating

your intention of destroying Old Town“‘by 10 o’clock to-morrow” morning,

“ if the instigators of the barbarous and foul murders” are not handed over to

you by that hour, 850.
In reply, I beg to state that I possess neither the power nor influence of

effecting the delivering up to you either of the instigators or the perpetrators of

the late horrible murders, but am fully persuaded that the authorities of the

country possess the power of seizing some of them who are now prowling about

the town, although the inhabitants generally have evacuated the place last night,

with their goods and chattels. ‘

As regards the removal of the Mission property and my own, I am entirely

without the means of accomplishing it in so very limited a period; and Whilst I

mest respectfully, but most unequivocally, protest against so summary and

extreme a procedure, would feel very grateful by your affording me the assistance

I require in the event of your continued dftlelmxingion' to destroy the town;
ave, c. '

(Signed) SAMUEL EDGERLEY, ‘
Scottish Missionary.
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Inclosure 22 in No. 34.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Rev. S. Edgerley.

Sir, “Antelope,” Old Calabajr, January 17, 1855.

IN reply to your letter of this date, I have to inform you again that, unless

the instigators or perpetrators of the murders lately committed in Old Town are ‘

handed over to me by 10 o’clock to-morrow, Old Town will be‘destroyed.

Lieutenant—Commander Young has been kind' enough to grant the use of

the paddle-box boats of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Antelope,” and Kroomen

will be sent with them to-morrow mopning to enable you to remove your

preperty.
I am, 8:0.

(Signed) J. w. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 2:3 in No. 34.

The Rev. S. Edgerley to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Old Town, United Présbyterian Mission: Premises,

Sir, January 17, 1855.

I AM in possession of your second letter'of this date, and, in reply, beg to

state that I have had recourse to all the measures Within my province for the

fulfiment of the conditions on which you Will spare 01d Calabar.

I have‘not the remotest idea, that you will obtain possession of the persons

' implicated in the late horrible sacrifices at this town; indeed, the Whole country

is, to a considerable extent, implicated.

, With my reiterated protest against. the extreme measures you" propose to

. effect, and my expressions of gratitudeio Lieutenant-Commander Young for' his

kind offer of service on this trying occasion, I have, &C.
(Signed) SAMUEL EDGERLEY,

' Scottish Missionary.

 

Inclosure 24 iii No. 34;

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Rev. S. Edgerley.

Sir, “Antelope,” Old Calabar, January 17, 1855.

YOUR second letter of this day’s date has just reached me, and I note

its contents.
If you wish any assistance from me to-morrow morning, please to inform

me at once. '
I never anticipated for one moment that you would be competent to deliver

up the criminals. If you are under that impression, it is a wrong one. V

On your making a. requisitionlfor the paddle-hox boats and Kroomen,.they

will be at your Service at 6 AM. ’

Operations commence on Old Town, to-morrow at noon.
' I am, &c. , .

(Signed) J.’ W. B. LYNSLAGER.
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Inclosure 25 in No. 34.

The Rev. S. Edgerley to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Old Town, United Presbyterian Mission House,

Sir, January 17, 1855.

I .‘HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your third letter of this

date, touching your intention of destroying Old Town at noon to-morrow, and

have no further circumstances or pleas to offer in mitigation of the contem-

lated visitation.
I thank you for the ofi'er of assistance; and now beg to state that the

natives will be sure to retaliate upon the Mission preperty, &c., unless you can

obtain guarantees of safety from the native authorities for our persons and

property, or a guard to protect us from some of the shipping.

It will be impossible to remove all the property on these premises for a

week 01' more, consisting, as it does, of an amount of capital in printing mate-

' rials, barter goods, household furniture, &c. ; but, of course, I now make

application through you for aid, in the loan of boats and men, to tran5port such

goods as can be removed to-morrow.

With expressions of gratitude for your kind suggestions, I have, &C.

(Signed) SAMUEL EDGERLEY;
Scottish Missionary.

 

Inclosure 26 in No. 34.-

The Supercargoes of Old Calabaw' to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, Old Calabar River, January 18, 1855.

WE, the undersigned masters and supereargoes of British vessels trading

in this river, do hereby certify upon honour that the village named Old Town.

in this river has been for many years the scene of diabolical murders and

poisoning by the ehop-nut, alias poison-nut. There is no trade Whatever carried

on in it; and we are fully of opinion that, from the great number of natives

who were ‘murdered or poisoned at the death of the late Chief Willy Tom,

such scenes will never cease until some very strong and decisive measures are

taken.
And we are further of Opinion that the total destruction of that place will

be of great benefit to the other towns, to the advancement of civilisation, and

be a means of deterring them from the use of the poison-nut and such foul

murders—the inhabitants of that village (Old Town) having defied us in our

endeavours to prevent such scenes of bloodshed. V

Trusting that some energetic measures will be taken before you leave this

river, we are, Ste. “
(Signed) CHAS. CALVERT.

ED‘VARD DAVIES.
JOS. CUTI—lBERTSON.
PETER ‘CROMPTON.
JOHN STEANE MORGAN.
GEORGE ALEXR._ LEWIS.
J . BAAK, ESQ.
JOHN HOLMES.
\VM. WOODFINE.
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Inclosure 27 in No. 34.

Agreement of Duke Ephraim and other Chiefs to abolish Twin Murders.

IT is hereby solemnly promised and agreed to by us, that if any female
belonging to the Old Calabar river shall, from or after this date, he delivered of

twin children, the children shall be given into the care of the Scottish mis-

sionaries resident in the river, for the purpose of being forwarded to Her
Britannia Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po.

Given under our hands, on board Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-vessel

“ Antelope,” in the Old Calabar river, this eighteenth day of January, one
theusand eight hundred and fifty-five years.

‘S' d K' E Hnst. his

( 1gne ) mg hiys0 o e y (Signed) John {>4 Archibong.
Duke M Ephraim. matk. '

mark. 1113

Mr. Young Eyamba. Egbo N Tom.
Thomas Hogan. WEI;-

his ‘ .
‘ B1 k N D s.

EphralmmfjkDuke. < ac mark. ame-

Signed, date and day as mentioned above, before us:
(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannia Majesty’s

Acting Consul.
Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia

Mcg'esty’s Consul.
C. H. Young, Lieutenant, Commanding HGT

Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope.’ ’
H. Morgan, S'upercargo, “Lady Head.”
J. S. W. Beecroft, ship “ Lady Head.”
Jos. Cuthbertson, “ Afi'z'ca.”
Edward Davies, “ Golden Age.”

‘ Chas. Calvert, “ Calabar.”
George Alexr. Lewis.
Peter Crompton, “Sarah.”
Wm. Woodfine, “ Abeana.”

 

‘ Inclosure 28 in No.8 34.

The Rev. 8. Edgerley to Acting Consul Lynelager.

Duke Town Mission Premises,
Sir, Thursday Evening, January 18, 1855.

I BEG to inform you that I have been arduously engaged the whole day,
with the assistance of two brother missionaries, three white people from One of
the ships, my Wife and daughter, and at least a dozen natives residing On 'the
Mission premises at Old Town, packing up and delivering tothe boats sent to
my assistance by Lieutenant-Commander Young, of Her Britannic Maje'sty’s
steam-ship “ Antelope,” .and gentlemen of the mercantile service, the greatest
portion of my annual supplies, which has been attended With some damage in
their removal to this station.

I have been necessitated to remove part of my family from thence late this
afternoon, and was unable to avail myself of the further use of the boats to-day,
as we were too much fatigued and unwell.

There now remains on the Mission premises at Old Town all my household
furniture, Which, if you will favour me With further time and assistance, I will
endeavour to remove to-morrow.

I presume I need scarcely say that in the event of the Mission premises at
Old Town unfortunately, by accident, Sharing in the fate of the devoted town,
the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland will have a claim on the British
Government.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) SAMUEL EDGERLEY,

Scottish Missionary.
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Inclosure 29 in No.34.

Acting Consul Lynslager to Lieutenant—C’ommander Young.

Sir, “ Antelope,” Old Calabm‘ River, January 19, 1855.

DUKE EPHRAIM and Chiefs of this river having failed to deliver up to

me the perpetrators of the murders lately committed in Old Town, by Which

about fifty individuals lost their lives, and having received letters from the

supercargOes and missionaries in the river, relating these horrible deeds, and

calling On me for redress, II have come to the resolution that to put an end,

at once and for ever, to theme crimes, it is absolutely necessary to destroy the

town. .
The natives have received sufficient notice of my intentions.

I therefore beg to request that you Will, with Her Majesty’s steam-ship

“ Antelope,” under your command, destroy that town With shot and shell.

Cepie's of the documents before mentioned will be handed over to you.
I have, 810. ‘

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosnre 30 in No. 34.

The Supercargoes of Old Oalabar to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, I Old Calabar River, January 19, 1855.

. AS the representatives of British interests in this river at the present time,

we beg most respectfully to return you our best thanks for carrying out the only

means that could possibly be taken for the prevention of such inhuman atrocities

as have lately been carried on in Old TOWn, viz., by“ totally destroying that place.

We feel perfectly satisfied that these barbarous customs have this day

received a check, which, if applied years ago, such barbarities, we fully believe,

would not new be in existence, or at least not to the fearful extent they have

lately reached.
In conclusion, allow us again to return you our most unqualified thanks for

the very strong demonstration Which has this day been shown against such

dreadful practices.
With every grateful feeling, we are, &c '

' (Signed) CHAS. CALVERT.
EDWARD DAVIES.
JOS. CUTHBERTSON.
PETER CROMPTON.
JOHN STEANE MORGAN.
GEORGE ALEXR. LEWIS.
J. BAAK, ESQ.
WM. WOODFINE.
JOHN HOLMES. '

 

Inclosure 31 in No. 34:.

King Ego Honesty to Acting Consul Lynslagev'.

Sir, , Creek Town, Old Calabar, January 19, 1855.

IN reply to the question you put to me yesterday morning, on board Her

Britannic Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope,” Lieutenant Young Commanding,

if any means could be adopted by the Supercargoes trading in the Old Calabar

river, to collect in the debts due to them, other than the old custom of detaining

a gentleman trader on board their ships, a custom Which has existed from time

immemorial;
, _

I do now declare that I do not know of any other means than that above
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mentioned; and I also declare that I have no power to compel men to pay their
debts, by putting in force the Egbo Law, as now existing, for Creek Town.

I am, &c.
(Signed) KING EYO HONESTY.

Witness:
(Signed) C. H. YOUNG, Lieutenant, Commanding Her Majesty’s

steam—vessel “ Antelope.”

 

Inclosure 32 in No. 34.

Acting Consul Lynslager to King Ego Honesty and the Chiefs of Old Calabar.

Gentlemen, “ Antelope,” Old Calabaa’, January 20, 1855.

I BEG leave to inform you that I now hold you responsible for the safety of
the persons and property of——— ‘—

Mr. Samuel Edgerley,
Mrs. Samuel Edgerley,
Miss Edgerley,

and of any and all of their male and female domestics, or other native residents
within their household. Should any act of oppression or injustice be shown
towards them, it Will be severely punished.

I have further to inform you that you will prevent any houses being erected
in Old Town, under the penalty of incurring the displeaSure of Her Majesty’s
government

I have to request you will make known the contents of this to your people,
and all others concerned. ‘

I am, 810.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 33 in'No. 34.

Acting Consul Lynslager to Duke Ephraim and the Chiefs of Old Calabar.

Gentlemen, “Antelope,” Old Calabcu‘, January 20, 1855.

I BEG leave to inform you that I now hold you responsible for the safety of
the persons and property of— '

Mr. Samuel Edgerley,
Mrs. Samuel Edgerley,
Miss Edgerley,

and of any and all of their male and female domestics; or other native residents

within their household. Should any act of Oppression or injustice be shown
towards them, it will be severely punished.

I have further to inform you that you Will prevent any houses being erected

in Old Town, under the penalty of incurring the displeasure of Her‘ Majesty’s

Government. '

I sincerely hope that the destruction of Old Town yesterday Will have a
very beneficial effect on you and your people, and be the means of inducing you

to give up the poison—nut ; and I trust you will, be prepared to entirely abolish it
on the next Visit of a British man-of—war.

I have to request you will make known the contents of this to your people,

and all others concerned. . ~
V I am, 8w.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.
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No. 35.

Acting Consul Lynslageo' to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received March 29.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, February 10, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to advise yourv Lordship of my return from the River

Cameroons and the Island of Bimbia.
I beg leave to state that I am totally unable to furnish your Lordship with

the full detailsof my proceedings at present, but the whole Will be forwarded per

next mail-packet. ‘ .
I have, 8:0.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

No. 36.

- "Acting Cmtsul Lynslager to the Earl of Clm-emlon.—-(Received May 5.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, flfarch 3, 1855.

'I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, the conclusion of my Journal

ofProceedings in the rivers in this Consular jurisdiction.

I trust that the circumstances under Which a fire of a few minutes’ duration

was carried out on the Boobee, or Pirate Island, will be such as to meet your

Lordship’s approval.
t I have, &c.

(Signed) J . W" B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 36. ‘

Journal of Proceedings in the Rivers Bonm , New Calabar, and Old Calabar, 850.,

, (continued).

Sunday, January 28, 1855.—GOT under weigh from Clarence Cove, as

6‘30 A.M., in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope,” Lieutenant-Commander

Young, for Cameroons. Anchored between Acqua and Bell Towns at 2'30 P.IM.

Received a Visit from several of the supercargoes, who informed me that there was

great excitement among the natives, in consequence of the death of Ned Acqua, '

as reported to me in their letter of the 20th instant, which I beg to inclose

(Inclosure No. 2).
They handed me a letter relative to King Bell (Inclosure No. 3), stating

that he had been endeavouring to incite the people of Acqua Town to massacre

the white men, and seize the shipping. I arranged 'for a meeting tobe held

next morning, when I would enter into an investigation. ’

‘Monday, 29th.—Wrote to King Acqua and Chiefs, requesting they would

come on board Her Majesty’s ship -“ Antelope,” at 10 o’clock. Received aletter

from King Acqua (Inclosure No. 4).
Supercargoes assembled at 10 A.M., but it was past noon'ere King Acqua;

~ Dido Acqua, Lawton Acqua, and a few others, assembled; they all bore a very

sullen, determined look. I stated that I was very sorry that such a serious

event had taken place among them ; but I could not venture to give any opinion

on the case, until I heard the evidence. I beg to ihclose copies of the state—

ments (Inclosure No. 5) made before me. The inquiry was postponed till next

day, in consequence of two men who Were in the canoe not being present. ' '

V Tuesday, 80th.—King and Chiefs, and supercargoes assembled, When the

inquiry was resumed. I beg to inclose copies of the statements made (Inclo-

sure No. 6). '
I also beg leave to inclose a paragraph from a despatch (Inclosure No. 7),

addressed to the late Consul by the Earl of Malmesbury, dated. October 13', 1852,

when a similar case occurred in the same river. .

0n fully considering this case, I came, to the conclusion that my only

resource was to send Mr. Walker and the witnesses to Sierra Leone. The

CLAss- B. '
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natives appeared not to approve of this, but wished that I would order his

execution, and give them blood for blood. I stated to them I had _no power

whatever to do so ; that in Sierra Leone, an English Colony, every Justlce would
be done. I then admonished them on seizing any property belonging to a
British subject, or maltreating any person belonging to a British vessel: ~ They
said they were all willing to “ sign book” fer all their safety, but Wished a
“dash” or present from all the vessels. I gave them one cask of rum, and

fourteen pieces of cloth, when they “ signed book,” as per Inelosure N028. , _
Wednesday, 3lst.———Received a Visit from King Acqua, Who stated 11; would

be necessary for him to proceed to Sierra Leone with the witnesses, who were
afraid of not being allowed to return. I promised that he would be allowed a
passage. Received a letter from Ned Dido (Inelosure No. 9) ; and, shortly after,
Ned and Charley Dido came on board. Arranged to enter into Ned’s palavei-
after I had seen King Bell (who had just returned, having run away on my
arrival in the river), to whom I had just written that I expected himself, son,
and Chiefs on board Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Antelope,” next day, at
11 o’clock forenoon. Promised to pay a visit to Ac'qua Town next morning.

Thursday, February ISIr—Al} 9 AM. all the supercargoes assembled on board,
and, accompanied by Lieutenant-Commander Young, we proceeded to Aequa
Town, under a salute of seven guns. After some delay the King and Chiefs
mustered, and I addressed them, advising them in every case of misunder-
standing to appeal to Her Majesty’s Consul, when they might rest assured of
receiving justice; but if they attempted to destroy British lives and property,
they would receive due punishment. They stated they would obey my advice,
and immediately write me on any such arising. We then took our leave. At
11 A.M. King Bel], son, and Chiefs came on‘ board. Preso Bell, the Chief of
Hickory Town, accompanied them; he is a very intelligent man, very far
superior. to King Bell, and in every instance acts honestly with the white trader.
If King Bell would act on his advice, there would be far fewer complaints about
him. Read the supercargoes letter to King Bell; he denied the statement as to
inciting the people of Aequa Town. He stated, that after Ned Acqua’s death,
King Acqua came to him, it being their usual custom, on the death of a Chief,
to go to his house, and “ cry” (which means to drink rum, keep up an irregular
firing of musketry, and make a dreadful noise) ; that his people went to- Acqua
Town for the purpose of crying, which the supercargoes had mistaken for an
offensive demonstration; Knowing his character thoroughly, and-fully believing
his statement to be an untruth, I reprimanded him severely. ‘

I then entered into the next charge against him, in his furnishing Mr. Main,
supercargo of the brig “ Mary,” of Liverpool (who was charged with purchasing
casks lent to the natives by the different supereargoes in the river), with a pilot,
when the supercargoes requested him not to do so, until my arrival to investigate
the ease. King Bell immediately said: “ Suppose I stop ship for my beach,
palaver no go come up.” He also said, if any supercargo could prove that any
cask or packs had been stolen from the cask-houses on his beach, he would pay
for them. The supercargoes who had vessels laying ofl' his beach, said they
had never missed any casks or packs. It appeared that the casks that Mr. Main
had purchased, were the property of Messrs. Horst'all, of Liverpool.

I informed King Bell that under the circumstances he had acted wrong,
and especially when he was aware I would be in the ‘river in a few days. He
pleaded he had “ no book” or written document to justify him.

Mr. Main having left the river some days previous to my arrival, I could
not enter into the case. ,

The supercargoes complained much of the detention they were compelled
to undergo, in consequence of King Bell and his people not paying their trust ;
this has been a complaint in that river, and more especially Bell Town, for
years; but on some late occasions supercargoes have been greatly abused, on
merely asking what time they would be paid. Vessels are thus detained for
months; the lives of the crews endangered; and to the serious loss of the owners.

I spoke to King Bell on this point seriously, and informed him that should
such cenduct on his part be persisted in, he would most assuredly be deposed,
and then he would be ruined.

He stated, Captain Tripp, of the brig “ Mohawk,” of Bristol, was the first
in turn, that he would pay his trust in two months, and all the others, in
rotation, in four months ; if he failed in doing so he was willing to be deposed,  
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and would sign a document to that effect, which was drawn out. I inclose the

original herewith (Inclosure No. 10). He took his departure a little after this,

apparently impressed with what he had heard. King Acqua, on leaving, received

a salute of five guns.
Friday, 2nd.—-—King Acqua and Chiefs, King Bell and Chiefs, Preso Bell,

Ned and Charley Dido, assembled at 10 A.M. on board Her Majesty’s steam-

Vessel “ Antelope.” - -.

The premature use of fire-arms by the natives, in their own palavers, has

on many occasions caused a complete stagnation of the trade in the river, to the

heavy loss of the merchant-shipping and the natives themselves

I reasoned with them on the folly of such transactions, and they appeared

to see that they were acting against their own interest.

I drew out a document, which they all signed. I beg to inclose the original

(Inclosure No. 11).
I consider it will in future deter them, as exclusion from the list of traders

is almost utter ruin. . ‘

Ned Dido, having been the first wrong-doer in a late encounter in which

fire-arms were used, when one or more men were killed or wounded, agreed to

pay for the loss, to the country-people, of the man or men, and have the affair

finally settled. A document was drawn out and signed by Ned; the original

I beg to inclose (Inclosure No. 12).
Preso Bell, on leaving, received a salute of three gunst »

After dinner the supercargoes reassembled, and at 5'15 P.M. I left, accom—'

panied by Lieutenant—Commander Young, under a salute of seven guns, for

Preso Bell’s town. It is by far the best town in any of the rivers I have yet

been in. Very clean, wide, sanded streets; of a great length, some of them.

The houses are principally built of mud, and are built so regular as to have an

imposing appearance. . Prese’s palace is a wooden erection, remarkably well

furnished. After the natives had gone through the war—danee, we returned to

Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope.”
Saturday, 3rd.——Issued orders to Mr.Wa1ker (who had been winding up

his affairs on board the hulk “ Alexander Grant,” with J. S. Snape, Esq.,

resident agent in Fernando Po for Messrs.I-Iorsfa11 and Sons) to embark in Her

Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Antelope ” next morning. Issued similar orders to

King Acqua and his witnesses. Received a farewell visit from Preso Bell and

several of the other Chiefs. Received a letter from the supercargoes, the original

of which I beg leave to inclose (Inclosure No. 13). '

Sunday; 4th.——Mr. Walker, his clerk, and six Kroomen, King Acqua, and

his witnesses, embarked. At 8 A.RI. supercargoes came on board to bid farewell.

Got under way, and proceeded slowly down the river. 5'15 P.M., anchored ofi'

Cape Cameroons for the night.
Monday, 5th.-—6 A. 1\-1., got under way, and proceeded for Bimbia.

Mr. Johnson, the second master, went in to- sound the entrance. Anchored,

at 3 P.M., in sight of King 1Willian:1’s house and town. Dick Merchant camerofl'

to see me. I was informed that King William, being afraid, had gone into the

bush, and that his wives were removing his property from his house. ‘ This has

been the case on several occasions ; he has been terrified at the sight of a man-

of—war entering his place. I went on shore, and in a short time he made his

appearance. I asked him why he was afraid of a man—of—war, and gave him a

reprimand for his foolishness. - ‘

He complained much of the conduct of the Boobee people, who inhabited

an island formerly called “Pirates” Isle,” which was Within his territories, but

who had thrown off their allegiance and resumed the employment of their

ancestors, namely, piracy. His own canoes had to pass this island when on their

way to market, when, in several instances, goods, canoes, and siaveshad been

detained. He stated, if a vessel called there for the, purpose of purchasing and.

embarking slaves, he would be unable to prevent them ; and then, he said,

“ Queen for England go make palaver, because I break book ;” meaning the.

Slave Trade Treaty;
I stated that I would proceed to that place. next morning, and see the

Chief. I then left him, and returned on board. ‘

Tuesday, 6th.——At 8 A.M. weighed, and proceeded for the Boobee island,

accompanied by Dick Merchant. 9'30 A.M., anchored at the back part of the

island, with only a few miserable mud huts in view. \Ve obsewed several of the
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natives armed. 1030, Mr. Watts, second master, and Dick Merchant, proceeded

on shore with a flag of truce flying in the boat. Dick Merchant communicated

with the Chief, and requested him to come on board Her Majesty’s steam—vessel

“Antelope.” He said he would. Shortly after, a canoe With two slaves and

one old man came off; not the Chief, however. I informed him that I wished

the Chief to come and See me; that King William of Bimbia was the rightful

King from Bimbia to Rumby, and the Chief must acknowledge this, return the

slaves, goods, and canoes he had unlawfully detained, and pay a fine for such

detention. I allowed them two hours to decide. They returned to the beach ;

the time expired, and they made no signs of returning.

I was unwilling to have recourse to extreme measures, but, on considering

the circumstances, there was no alternative.

Some further time elapsed, when I was requested by Lieutenant-Commander

Young, as per Inclosure No. 14, to open fire on the town”, This was done, but

only for a short period, as they got a temporary flag—staff and hung on it a piece

of white and red cloth. As this was apparently submission, the firing ceased.

LieutenanteCommandei‘ Young went on shore in his boat, with a flag of

truce. Dick Merchant followed in his canoe, when he received 4 slaves and

4 canoes which had been detained. There was little or no damage done to the,

mud walls, but I am sorry to state it was with the loss of one man on their part.

The Chief promised to come off next morning.

Wednesday, 7th.—-At daylight, a flag of truce flying in the town. At

9 A.M. Dick Merchant returned to the beach, and, shortly, the Chief and one

Headman came ofi‘ with him. He was quite submissive, acknowledged his

error, and would never rebel again. He signed a. document, the original of

which I beg to inclose (Inclosure No. 15). I allowed him to go without any fine

being inflicted. He then returned to his town. We got under way, and

proceeded for Bimbia. Went on shore, accompanied by Mr. Johnson, second

master, and Mr. Simpson, my Secretary, Who has accompanied me to all the

rivers I have visited. King William soon made his appearance, and I requested

him to sign a document that neither he nor his people would molest the Boobees;

that all present palavers were settled, and future ones to be referred to Her

Majesty’s-Consul. I beg to inclose the original herewith (Inclosure No. 16).

A few minor palavers among themselves I arranged, and left. Got under way

at 3 P.M., and proceeded for Clarence, Fernando Po. Anchored at 8'30 P.M.,

when I landed.
Thursday, 8th.——Took the deposition of Robert Anthony Taylor, which I

beg to inclose (Inclosure No. 17).

Saturday, 10th.—King Acqua visited me this morning, and stated that

he was afraid to proceed to Sierra Leone, and his witnesses also refined to

go. He had received pecuniary offers, which was the uSual mode of settling

such aIfairs in his country, and his Chiefs and people would, he thought, be

more satisfied if it was arranged that way. He requested me to allow him to

proceed to Cameroons, and he would return in the first conveyance with their

decision.
‘I stated that I would detain Mr. Walker until his return : that it was of no

use to send him unless the witnesses accompanied him. King Acqua promised

to return as soon as possible. - _ ‘

Sunday, 1 1th.—-King Acqua left in the mail-packet “ Retriever ” this morning

for Cameroons.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER, ,

Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Consul.

 

Inclosure 2 in No.‘ 36.

The Supercargoes in the River Cameroons to Acting Consul Lynslag'er.

Sir, River Cameroons, January 20, 1855.

THIS day, about noon, M1“. Walker, resident agent for Messrs. Horsfall

and Sons, was in pursuit of a canoe belonging to Lawton and Ned Acqua,

traders of Acqua Town, they being indebted to the concern tn a large amount

.and of long standing. When attempting to seize the canoe with his Kroomen’,  
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guns were immediately pointed at M12Wa1ker by several in the canoe, one being

in the hands of Ned Acqua. Mr. Walker, having his double-harrelled fowling—

piece in the boat, at once, when he saw the warlike demonstration, fired, and

Ned Acqua was mortally wounded.
In the disturbed state of the river at the unfortunate occurence, and thinking

that lives and property are quite unsafe, we, the Undersigned, make this appeal

to you for immediate assistance in the shape of a man-of-war, to endeavour'to

settle between the contending parties.

' (Signed) W. VH. ASHMALL.
‘ JOHN BOWERBANK.

HARRY ANTHONY.
E. HARRIS.
F. W. STAFFORD.
JOS. H. TRIPP.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 36.

The Supercargoes in the Cameroons River to Acting ConsulgLyns-lagcr.

Sir, ” Cameroons River, January 23, 1855.

’ WE, the undersigned agents and supercargoes of the vessels in the

Cameroons, having received information from various quarters, which we believe

is to be fully relied upon, that King Bell has, by his presence and counsel, been

endeavouring to incite King Acqua and his people (after they had, by book,

agreed to let the matter stand over until the arrival of the British Consul, and

one of Her Majesty’s vessels) to acts of open Violence against the shipping in

the river, and to take the life of Mr. Walker, the agent for Messrs. Horsfall

and Sons, are unanimously of opinion that it is highly desirable and requisite

that King Bell should be deprived of his present authority in the river, and a

person more suitable placed on the Throne.
We have 211% to complain that, in direct opposition to his promise not to

furnish Mr. Main, of the brig “ Mary,” of Liverpool, with a pilot, until the

arrival of the Consul, in consequence of an application to that effect from all

the traders in the river, he, Mr. Main, having been charged with inducing the

natives to sell him easks belonging to them, he, King Bell, did nevertheless

provide him with a pilot, and allow his vessel to leave the liver.

We have also to add other acts contrary to the position in which he is

placed‘; it is stated by Dido Acqua that, as a further inducement for the Acqua

Town men to violate their first agreement to us, he said that, should a white

man kill his brother, he would at once destroy all the shipping at his beach, and'

murder all the white men on board. \
We, the supercargoes now laying at the beach of King Bell, complain that

he does not in any instance act consistently in his position, making ho attempt

' to be honest himself, 0r induce his people to be so also; and that our cask-

houses and other property we do not consider safe in such a man’s hands.

(Signed) E. HARRIS, Master, barque “Fantee.” ' ,

a H. C. WALKER, Supercargo, barque “ Guflford.”

JOHN BOWERBANK; “St. Laurence.” -

JOS. TRIPP, “Mohawk.” ' . ,
F. W. STAFFORD, “Englishman..”
W. H. ASHMALL, “ Sir John Falstafi”
HARRY ANTHONY, “Lydia.”

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 36.

King Acqua t0 Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, , , Cameroons, January 20, 1855.

I BEG to inform you about the matter which took place before

Mr. W. Walker.came to kill Ned Acqua. Some time ago, about three

months, W. Walker stopped my brother Lawton on board ship “ Alexander
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Grant,” for the debt which my brother owed to him; and about two or three
days Lawton, his head woman dead, and all the families came to me and Dido,
to go and beg Mr. W. Walker to let Lawton come and see his wife buried,
according to custom in this place. So we went en board, and asked
W. Walker, but he refused to let him go. \Ve then told Mr. W. Walker that
Lawton will give him security of four women and two large canoes in pawn;
and then W.Wa1ker agree to take and put to our hand; and we told Mr. Walker
that we told him four woman and two large canoes was quite sufficient to pay
the debt which Lawton and Ned, our two brothers, owed to him; and W. Walker
give us two months to pay the debt ; and if they do not pay him. in the space of
two months’ time, we is to chop the four women and the two canoes. And we
told Mr. VValk‘e‘r that we to stand the garranty for our brother until the debt
is paid; and we told W. Walker that if four moon pass, we will sell the four
women and the two canoes, either for oils or ivory; and the said W. Walker
agree to the matter, and he let Lawton go the same day, and fi'om that Lawton
never paid anything to W. T\lValker, which is true.

Some time ago, after two months past, W. Walker asked me that the time
is now past, and that he is going to stop Lawton, and I told Ned about it; and
I told Dido to take two women, go and. sell them, and get some oils for them, 01'
ivory to W. Walker, and went on board “ Alexander Grant,” and told W.Walker
about it, and he agree to do so ; and the same time Dido went and told Captain
Anthony, and Captain Anthony told Dido that he must g9 quickly, and try and
pay W. Walker before palaver comes. So Dido took pne woman, went up
straight to market to get ivory for W. walker, and W. Walker went and wait
for Lawton in the road at Ned Dido Town, With his boat with guns; and he see
Lawton was coming with his goods going to market, and ‘W. Walker was along—
side Lawton’s canoe with his boat, and shot Ned Acqaa, and fired again and
shot another man. I do not know whether the man will get over the pain, and
my peoples want to make palaver to all white men, and I say nay, I shall wait
until the Comicel came, or man—of—war; and I put my hand to the book, and so
we wait until now—we make no palaver. I put two men to take care of his
cask—house—to take care of everything, the first day. Some of my peoples try
to destroy his boat, but I Was not aware of it. I stop that, and also I put two
men to Captain Anthony his cask-house, Which Captain Anthony no of it; so I
leave all my palaver to white man hand to settle it for me, as they that make
me King for Acqua Town. ‘

And again W. Walker stop my puncheons of oil for Lawton, and also- come
to my town with lot of Kroomen with muskets, and himself with two pistols to
shoot me. Says that I called him boy; I oblige to run away to hide myself
from him, which all people in‘my town and my womans laugh at me, and call
me cowed—King is not fit to be in town. All this I take upon me, because I
do not want any palaver with white men; and since this palaver came, all
Cameroons says that me tell W. Wralker to kill Ned Acqua. I have got no
peace in my town with my peoples. Now, Sir, what must I do ? where must I
go to hide myself? I beg the Councel to look in this matter; also I do not no
the time “W. Walker kill my hrother—what past between them; I was not in.
the canoe at the same time. You will be pleased to call my brother Lawton,
and of the man that shot, and all the peoples that being in the canoe the same
time; they Will he abie to tell you what take place when W. Walker came
alongside the canoe, what they says, and What Walker says to them; what we
say before he fire and kill Ned, and fire the second time and wound another man.
And please to ask Captain Anthony'if _ Ned did not tell him What W. Walker
says before he took one of thewomen to go sell for him in the country.

I am, 810.
his ,

(Signed) KING N ACQUA.
mark.

 



AFRICA. ('Canwlar)—-Bight of Biafm. 55

Inclosure 5 in No. 36.

Statements made before Acting Consul Lynslager, on board Her Majesty’s stettm-

vessel “Antelope,” Lieutenant-Commander Young; laying m the Rwer

Cameroons, on Monday the 29th day of January, 1855.

LAWTON ACQUA, on being sworn, statedz—Some time pass, Captain

Walker stop me for ship. When my women die, King and my brother came to

tell me. Walker refused to let me go on shore to bury my wife. At 8 RM. he

allowed me to go. I had then alongside his Ship five women and two canoes

for pawns. He (Walker) said he would give us two months to pay our debts.

Mr. Walker put the women in charge of the King and Dido Aequa; the canoes

were put on the beach at his cask-house. I-Ie (Walker) said he would look to

the King and Dido Acqua if we failed to pay.
King Acqua stated :-—-When Walker came to the river he stated, “ I no be

all same Lawton.” “ I go put all gun for oask-house.” Last voyage he came.

to my house with pistols—asked me “ if I called him boy ”~—“ if you no talk

true; I go show you boy to-day.” Walker got five women and two canoes, as

security for Ned and Lawton’s debts, which Dido and myself were to sell, if they

failed in payment in two months’ time. Dido and myself were responsible for

the debts. Walker went and killed my brother. _

Black Will, a Kroomen, sworn ; stated :—-—Was in Mr. Walker’s boat. We

went alongside canoe. Guns were pointed at Mr. Walker before he fired. We

told Mr. Walker not to fire, as the people in the canoe had not fired. Ned

Acqua put down his gun after pointing it at Mr. VVelker. All the Kroomen told

him (Walker) to hold on—he fired. Ned Acqua fell into the water. All the

Cameroon men ran away.
Bottle Beer, a Krooman, sworn ; stated :—-We put guns in Captain

Walker’s boat. Went alongside Dr. Anthony ship; then to Dido ToWn. We

left ; and Captain Walker told us to catch canoe. Ned Aequa got up With his

gun and pointed it ; he (Ned) asked, “ what palaver this ?” Walker got up and

fired. Ned fell. After Ned was killed, Lawton Acqua got up a gun and snapped

it three times. The canoe-men ran away. Only Ned had a gun, which he

pointed at Mr. Walker.
William Walker stated :—In the latter end of September, Lawton and Ned

Acqua asked a loan of two puncheons of oil; would not lend them on account of

their heavy debts. They came again the next day, and used a great many

protestations. I was induced to lend them the oil. They gave one puncheon

to Captain Townsend,yand sold one to Captain Stafford. They again came on

board, and wished me to give them more trust. When Lawton Acqua went to '
the gangway, I stopped him for the trust he had. That afternoon some Acqua.

Town people came and told me of the death of Lawton’s wife ; at 10 o’clock at

night I allowed him to go. They offered me women, but they were'of no use to

me; also two canoes, old and broken. Gave them two months to pay their

trust. ‘ They all agreed if he failed to pay I was to seize them. When one

month had expired they had made no attempt to pay me, and I could get no

satisfaction. They were selling oil to the other vessels—they sold a large ivory

. to Captain Harris. I never went into the town With armed men. -I always

carried my own fowling-piece. wherever I went. I gave them warning seven

days before the time expired. King Acqua said he had no power. I was

informed they were selling oil to Mr. Main 3 they even sold my empty trade-

casks to Main. I saw a flag flying in their canoe, as if they phrposed proceeding

to market, which if they did I would be unable to detain or get them. I got
my boat ready with cutlasses, and blunderbusses loaded with powder only. I
called on board the “ Lydia,” to see Mr. Anthony. I had my own fo‘wling-
piece in the boat. [went to Dido Town and remained there about one hour

and a-half. On coming. down the river I saw the canoe coming up in-shore;

waited for them ; canoe-men got up their guns and pointed at me——one flashed;

I fired my fowling-piece without any aim. Ned jumped into the water—canoe-

men all ran away. I had. no idea anything serious had occurred ; told my’Kroo.
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boys to get Ned out of the water. Lawton Aequa seized me, but I threw him

01?; the natives from the beach were firing at my boat—shot was flying about in

every direction. One of my Krooboys jumped overboard and was making for

the beach; I followed in my boat to get him; the natives knelt down at the

back of their canoe, and aimed their muskets at me; I presented my fowling-

piece. I wished to take Ned Acqua to Dr. Anthony; as I was going to the

“ Lydia,” the natives kept firing at me. Took Ned on board of the “ Lydia.”

I returned to my vessel. Saw the natives seizing my cask-house. I fired a

9-pounder over their heads, when they apparently desisted.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 36.

Statements made before Acting Consul Lynslager, on board Her Majesty’s steam-

vessel “Antelope,” laying in the River Cameroons, on Tuesday the 30th day

of January, 1855.

LONG TOM DOVE, on being sworn, stated :—-I was going with Ned and

Lawton Aequa to market ; while making sail we saw a boat coming from Dido

Town; it was Mr. Walker ; he came alongside, and told the Krooboys in his

boat to “ hold canoe.” Ned Acqua asked, “ Captain Walker, what palaver ?”

Captain Walker “ got up one time, and fired one time.” “ I see him mysel .”

He fired again. I had no gun. Only one gun in canoe, which was not loaded;

No man for canoe fire gun.
Short Dove, on being sworn, stated :—I was in the canoe with Lawton and

Ned Acqua. Captain Walker came alongside in his boat; “he take gun one

time, he fire one time ;" he kill Ned Acqua. He fired again and I was wounded.

Only one gun in canoe.

 

Inclosure 7 in No. 36.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Beecroft.

(Extract) Foreign Ofice, October 13, 1852.

FOR your future guidance I have to inform you that you have no juris-

diction to imprison at Fernando P0, or to try in that island, before a jury, or

otherwise, British subjects charged with offences committed either in Africa”

although within the limits of your Consular Commission—or on board of British

vessels on the high seas, beyond the limits of your Spanish jurisdiction.

 

Inclosure 8 in No. 36.

Declaration.

WE, the undersigned King and Chiefs of Acqua Town, River Cameroons,

do hereby guarantee the safety of all vessels in this river, all goods on board of

these vessels, all property, of whatever description, on the beach, and the lives

of all the persons on board ; we also guarantee their safety, should they land on

the beach. And further, we hereby promise to resume the trade immediately

with these vessels, on consideration of receiving one cask of rum and. fourteen

pieces of cloth, when we will await the result of the investigation at Sierra

Leone, on Mr.Wi11iam Walker, supercargo of the hulk “ Alexander Grant,”

stationed in this river. ' '  
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I Given under our hands, on board Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-vessel

“ Antelope,” in the River Cameroons, this 30th day of January, 1855.
his

1113

(Signed) King M Acqua. (Signed) Mead Tom >4 Acqua.
mark.

mark.

his his

Dido {>4 Acqua. Young M King.
mark. ‘ mark.

. his his

Lawton >4 Acqua. Eyo >4
mark. mark.

his _ his

Charley M Dido. ‘ Bottle Beer N Acqua.

mark. mark;

his his .

First Tom M Dido. Jim N Quan.

mark. ' mark.

his his

Ned M Dido. Yellow {>4 Tom.

mark. ‘ . mark.

Signed in our presence, day and date aforen‘amed:

(Signed) J . W. ‘B. Lynslager, Her Britannia Majesty’s
Acting Consul.

C. H. Young, Lieutenant, Commanding Her

' Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope.”

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia
Majesty’s Consul.

W. H. Ashmal , “ S73? John Falstafi”
Harry Anthony, “Lydia.” '
John Bowerbank, “ St. Lawrence.”
E. Harris, barque “Fantee.”

 

Inclosure 9 in No. 36.

Neal Dido to Acting Consul 'Lynslager.

Cameroons, January 28, 1855.

I, THE Undersigued Ned Dido, 0f Cameroons, do hereby acknowledge

myself before his Honour, that I am a trader in this part of the above Settle-

ment. I am uncertain whether my late misfortunes have come to your ,

knowledge ; however, I most humble presume on your good nature, being

assured, by sundry examples of your compassion, that you will think of, and

take pity on, the distressed; therefore, as an obj ect truly deserving of compassion,

I most humble implore and petition you to consider the many losses and disap—

pointment that I have lately meet with, Which have reduced me to such necessitous

circumstances that I cannot possible proceed in my affairs. You was pleased

once to stile me'your friend, and so I was indeed, and so I would most'certainly

be now, and show it, by signal proff of kindness. My reason is this; that I am

about to leave this part, and make my factory below the Cape, and stay there

With my families. As I am going to the Cape, be pleased as to supply me With

cargoes. I am not slave, I am free man. I could do what I like. I wish to

leave in peacesable life. You yourselves will no that I am a man. I wish to

have an answer from his Excellency at once. Please to ask Mr. Ashmall, and

the rest of’ the captains for my recommendation. Your Honour as being

promise me afortime' that you will give the Undersigned, Ned Dido, a factory.

This reasin is this; I and my brother cannot agree; for this cause I loss many

things. I allways give the captains oils, 50 to 40 puncheons. Asked any one,

I Will produced my papers at once. I wish to have a- cooper and a clerk, which

clerk I will recommend too. , ,
I remain, &c.

his _

(Signed) ‘ ‘NEDVM DIDO.
mark.

 

CLASS B. '
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Inclosure 10 in No. 36.

Agreement.

I, KING BELL, of Bell’s Town, River Cameroons, do hereby solemnly

promise and agree, that I will duly and faithfully pay all. trust owing by me to

the supercargoes of the vessels laying at my beach, within the space of four

months '; and I further guarantee that all trust owing by the people in my tOWn,

for which I am security, shall be paid Within the same period.

And I further promise to treat the supercargoes With all due respect, When

they make application to me for their trust, and to assist them, as far as lays in
my power, to assist them in collecting their trust.

I also promise to abide faithfully by any agreement I may make with the

supercargoes in the river.
And in the event of my not fulfilling these stipulations, I am willing to be

deprived of my present authority in this river.
Given under my hand, on board Her Britannia Majesty’s steam—vessel

“ Antelope,” River Cameroons, this lst day of February, 1855. h‘
13

(Signed) KING N BELL.
mark.

Signed in our presence, day and date abovenamed:

(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannip Majesty’s
Acting Consul. ‘

C. H. Young, Lieutenant, Commanding Her
Illajesty’s steam—vessel “Antelope.”

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia
fifajesty’s Consul.

Jas. Bell.
his

Jacko {>4
mark.
his

John N Mooto.
mark.

his

Green M
mark.

E. Harris, barque “Fantce.”
John Bowerbank, “ St. Laurence.”
F. W. Stafi’ford, “ Englishman.”
J‘. H. Tripp, “ Mohawk.” ‘-

 

Inclosure 11 in No. 36.

Agreement.

WE, the undersigned Kings and Chiefs of the River Cameroons, having
suffered muchin our-trade‘by the fact of fire-arms being used prematurely, at
the commencement of any palaver, do hereby agree, in conjunction with all the
supercargoes, and for the prevention of such aflhirs in future, to inflict on the
first man Who takes a. gun, except in self-clefence, the penalty of entire exclusion
from the body of traders (after paying any trust he may have in hand); not
bemg allowed to Visit or trade to any vessel laying here for such purpose.  
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Given under our hands, on board Her Britnnnic Majesty's steam—vessel

“ Antelope,” River Cameroons, this 2nd day of February, 1855.

his his
(Signed) King M Acqua. (Signed) Sam N Peter.

mark . mark .
his V his

Dido M Acqua» . Joss MyBell.
mark. mark.

V his his

Jim N Quan. , King i><i Bell.
mark. mark.

his his
Eyo ><i Jackoo ix}

mark. ' mark.

his ‘ . , his

Preso >4 Bell. Green M
mark. mark.
his his

Moss >4 ‘Coko. . Ned i><i Dido.
mark. mark.

his his

Taman N Big Tom N Dido.
mark. mark. ‘

his
Ben i><i Hickory Town.

mark.

Signed in our presence:

(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Consul.

C. H. Young, Lieutenant, Commanding Her Majesty’s steam-

vessel “Antelope.” ‘

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul.

Edwd. Harris, barque “Fantee.”_
John Bowerbank, barque "‘ St. Lawrence.”
Harry Anthony, hulk “Lydia.”
W. H. Ashmail, “ Sir John Falstafi‘.”

 

Inclosure 12 in N0. 36.

Agreement.

WE, the undersigned Chiefs of the Cameroons river, having had a

disturbance, in which firez—arms were used, and one or more men killed or

wounded in the affray,‘ do hereby agree to await the decision of the people of

Wom‘ri, as to the amounts of money to be paid for such man or men killed ;

and 1, Ned Dido, agree to pay any claim that may be made, for the settlement

of the palaver. '
Given under our hands, .on board Her Britannia Majesty’s steam-veSsel

“ Antelope,” this 2nd day ‘of February, 1855. '
his _ his

(Signed) Ned {Xi Dido. (Signed) Dido N Acqua.
malk. mark. v

‘ his
his .

Big Torn N Dido. ~ , Jim N Quan.
mark. ‘ mark. ‘

his his

King M Acqua. Eyo M
mark. ‘ mark.

Signed in our presence: _ '

(Signed) J. W. B. Lyn'slager, Her Britannia Majesty’s Acting Consul.

(3. H. Young, Lieutenant, Commanding Her Majesty’s steam;

vessel “Antelope.” ,
Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul..

Edwd. Harris, barque “Fantee.” .

J01111 Bowerbank, bar'que “ St. Lawrence.”

. ‘ Harry Anthony, hulk “ Lydia.” '

W. H.‘Ashmail, hulk “ Sir John Falstafi.”
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Inclosure 13 in No. 36.

The Supercargoes of the Cameroons River to Acting Consul’Lynslager.

Sir, Cameroons, February 3, 1855.

BEFORE you leave this river, we, the undersigned supercargoes, beg to

tender to you our best thanks for the obliging manner in which you heard our

complaints against the natives, and the impartial manner in which you have

decided them.
We wish to record 0111: unanimous opinionythat if your visits to this river

were to take place more frequently, it would add much to the carrying out a

proper and satisfactory trade, both for ourselves and the natives. ‘

Iu againtendering to you our'thanks and well-wishes, allow us to subscribe .

ourselves, your, &c.
' W. H. ASHMALL.

HARRY ANTHONY.
JOHN BOWERBANK.
EDWD. HARRIS. ‘
F. W. STAFFORD
JOS. H. TRIPP.

 

Inclosure .14 in No. 36.

Acting Consul Lynslager to Lieutenant-Conmna'nder Young.

Sir, “Antelope,” February 6, 1855.

I BEG to lay before you the following statements :

The natives of the Islands of Amboise, under the rule of King William of

'Bimbia, have denied his authority, refused to obey his orders, and seized his

property, viz., canoes, slaves, and goods ; they have also acted in the same

manner to several of the principal traders of Bimbia.
King William informs me, that in the event of a vessel calling at the

islands, With the object of purchasing slaves, he will be totally unable to prevent

any shipment, and is therefore very much afraid of incurring the censure of Her

Majesty’s Government—with whom he has entered into a Treaty for the abolition

of the Slave Trade Within his tem'itories—should such shipment take place.

The Chief of these islands has this morning refused to come on board Her

Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope,” under your command, to communicate With

me. He sent two of his men, to whom I stated, that on the Chief signing a

. document, acknowledging King William, of Bimbia, as the King of all the coast

from Bimbia to Rumby, on payment of a fine, which I would name, and

delivering up the slaves, goods, and canoes he had intercepted, the matter would

be amicably settled. These ofl'ers have been refused. '

As such proceedings are greatly detrimental to legitimate trade, and may

eventually cause the revival of the Slave Trade at this place, where it has been

long extinct, I have therefore to request that you will _open fire upon the town,

and totally destroy it ; ; the natives, as I have previously said, having refused to
come to the only terms to which I can accede.

I am, 8m.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 15 in No. 36. '

Declaration.

WE, the undersigned Chiefs and inhabitants of the Boobee Islands, adjacent

to the Amboise Islands, do hereby acknowledge King William, of Bimbia, as the

rightful King and Ruler of all the mainland and islands extending from Bimbia

to Rumby; and further, we hereby acknowledge ourselves to be his lawful
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subjects; and We hereby promise that infuture we will obey him in any orders

he may send or give us.
That the late disputes we have had” with the people of Bimbia he considered

as finally settled. -

“7e also promise to conduct ourselves as good and faithful subjects, under

the penalty of incurring the displeasure of Her Britannic M ajesty’s Government,

V ‘ Given under our hands, on board Her Britannia Majesty’s steam-vessel

“ Antelope,” this 7th day of February. 1855. '
his

(Signed) Mahoua {>4 , King, 07' Head Chief.
mark. ,

his , ,

Moutout N , Second Chiefi
mark. >

Signed in our presence : '

(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannia Majesty’s
Acting Consul.

C. H. Young, Lieutenant, Commanding Her

Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope.”

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Bfitavznic
Majesty’s Consul.

 

' Inclosure 16 in No. 86.

Declaration.

WE, the undersigned King and. Chiefs of Bimbia do hereby premise that,

in future, we Will in no way or manner Whatever molest the inhabitants of the

Islands of Boobee, adjacentto the Amboise Islands.

That all disturbances Which have recently taken place be considered as

finally settled with the Boobee people.
Any further palavers are to bereferred to Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul

at Fernando Po, should no amicable arrangement be come to.

Given uncler our hands, on board Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Antelope,”

this 7th February, 185%. ‘
13 his

(Signed) King- M William. (Signed) Harry King M William.
markg: mark.

his his

Dick >4 Merchant. Nacco :54
mark. mark.

his

Dick >4 Bimbia.
mark.

Signed in our presence 2
(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannia Majesty’s

Acting Consul,
J. F. Johnson, Second Blaster, Her Majesty’s

steam—vessel "‘ Antelope.” .

Thos. M, Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia ‘
Majesty’s Consul.

 

Inclosure 17 in No. 36.

Deposition.

Deposition [of Robert Anthony Taylor, clerk on board the “ Alexander Grant”

hulk, laying in the Cameroons river, William *Walker, agent to Messrs.

Horsfall and Sons, Liverpool.

ROBERT ANTHONY TAYLOR, being sworn, statedthaton Saturday,

January 20, 1855, I, in consequence of orders I received from Mr. William

Walker, informed him that Ned Acqua’s canoe was getting ready 'to go to
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market. He then told me to have the gig in readiness, as he intended to make

prisoners of Ned and Lawton Acqua, to be given tip to the Consul on his

arriving in the river, on account of their not paying their debts to Messrs. I‘Iors-

fall and Sons ; he also ordered me to put five blunderbusses in the boat, but to

be careful to load them with powder only, which I did. He shortly after went

into the. boat with his fowling-piece, which is a usual and constant custom, as

that of all other White men in the river at all times. Mn Walker then went on '

board‘Mr. Anthony’s vessel, the “ Lydia,” and remained there some time ; then

went further up the river, and I lost sight of him. About two hoursafter, Ned

Acqua’s canoe left the beach, with apparently twenty—five ‘men m 11;, and

proceeded up the river; and when at some distance off, I perceived Mr. Walker’s
boat coming down again; the boat passed the canoe, and seemed to be fast on

the beach. I did not hear the report of any guns, but perceived smoke from the

beach, as if from a‘gun or guns being fired. I then saw Mr. VValker’s boat leave

the canoe, and pull towards the ship; and I then both saw and heard a great
many guns fired at him or his boat.

W.‘ Walker never took armed men on King Acqua’s beach, 01' that of ~any

other beach in Cameroons, nor do I believe he ever took pistols on shore, 01' any
other weapon; if he had, 1 must have heard of it from the natives, which I never

, did until the day of W. Walker’s examination on board Her Majesty’s Shlp
“ Antelope,” befOre Her Britannia Majesty’s Consu1,J. W. B. Lynslager.

It has also been a regular custom in the Cameroons river to seize the person

of those persons owing trust, and is now carried on by both white and black
men.

(Signed) ROBERT ANTHONY TAYLOR.

Sworn before me at Clarence, Island of Fernando Po, this 8th day of
February, 1855. v '

, (Signed) J,~W. B. LYNSLAGER, .
Her Majesty’s Acting Consul.

 

No. 37.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 5.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, AIarch 3, 1855.

IN connection with my journal of preceedings in the River Cameroons,
and relating the melancholy circumstances under Which Ned ‘Acqua was shot
by William Walker, supercargo of the hulk “ Alexander Grant,” belonging to
Messrs. C. Horsfall and Sons, Liverpool, I now beg leave to inclose two letters I
have received from King Acqua, who (as I stated at the conclusion of my journal)
had gone over-to Cameroons to obtain the sanction of his Chiefs and people to a
pecuniary settlement. ,

I sent my schooner “ Selina. " to Cameroons, to bring King Acqua over here
again. He refused to come, and sent the letter, Inclosure No. 1 ; and by the
maiI-packet “ Ethiope,” which arrived here, yesterday morning, I received
Inclosure No. 2. .

. I feel confident that some influence has been at work among the natives to
thwart this mode of arrangement, as, being fully conversant with their character,
I am convinced that a pecuniary settlement would be perfectly satisfactory to
them.

Mr. Walker has been fietained here for King Acqua’s arrival; the witnesses
have all returned to Cameroons; and on perusing the circular despatch, dated
13th September, 1852, I perceive the inutility of forwarding Mr. Walker to
Sierra Leone for trial, having no witnesses for the prosecution.

V The motives of the Cameroon people for refusing to accept of “ any amount
of money,” is, I consider, an endeavour to procure a. larger sum than Mr. Walker

1 . offered, to arrange thematter. Under these circumstances, I have considered it
my duty to give Mr. Walker his liberty, reserving a sum of 50L sterling, should
the natives claim payment.



AFRICA. (Co-nshlaw)——Biglzt of Biafra. 63

As King Acqua has requested that the affair, in all its bearings, should be

laid before Her Majesty, I will await your Lor'dship’s instructions for my future

guidance. .
l have, &c.

(Signed) J. W._ B. LYNSLAGER.

 

I Inelosure l in No. 37.

King Acqua 10 Acting Consul Lynslager..

My dear Sir, Cameroons River, February 26, '1855.

I HAVE write this few remark to you ; I hope it will inform you in health.

I am ohligh you by sending your vessel to took me over at Ferandopo, but it

seem to me possible to coming over there, why because by offering to me the

payment for my brother sak, and when I come to think about it, it seem to me

just as I have selling goat or cow to you. On that reason cause me to dr‘op up

to comeihg over. Respeetble of my mind is that I will have good satisfacton

by you, but befor that I rether have unpleaser, and before you put the mater

to righ, you rether offer me to tak the money. So now at presend I have no

world to say at all. I leave all the ocaseiton to you to managed, and then if you

think you are not able to put it on righly, then we rather do without pay,

because no body can take the payment for our brother; sake. That is all I

to say. ' ’
I remain, &c. v ,

(Signed) KING ACQUA.

 

, Inclosure 2 in No. 37.

King Acqua to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, ' Cameroons, February 26, 1855. '

ACCORDING to your wish, I hate informed my Chiefs of the preposition
made by Mr. Walker (late of the “ Alexander Grant,” now lying in this river),

in the matter of the death of Ned Acqua. ' '
In answer, I have to inform you, that after mature deliberation, we have

decided upon not accepting any amount of money as- an equivalent for the death ,
of the said Ned Acqua.

0n the part of myself and Chiefs, 1 have respectfully to request that a fair

statement of the facts concerning the death of Ned Acqua may be laid before

Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, so that she may take them into her

benevolent consideration, and devise means to prevent a recurrence of such

aggression by her subjects; and that the same good feeling may still exist, as

at present, between British subjects trading at. my beach, and my own people.

 

I am, 8w.
his

(Signed) KING >4 ACQUA.
V mark.

’ Witness to signature: -
(Signed) HENRY ANTHONY.

No. 38. '

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Lynslagcr.

Sir, Foreign Oflt’ce, May 8, >1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 27th of January last, inelosing
a journal of your proceedings on a Visit, in Her Majesty’s ship “Antelope,” to

the Rivers Bonny, and New and Old Calabar ; and I have to express to you my

approval of your proceedings as reported therein. ‘
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With reference especially to the destruction of Old Towh, in. the Old

Calabar river, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope,” at your requismon, 1n conse-

quence of the Chiefs of that place having violated the VIth Article of the Treaty

ofFebruary 15, 1851, relating to the abolition of human sacrifices, I have to

inform you that, under the circumstances of the case, Her Majesty’s Govern—

ment approve your conduct in having called upon Lieutenant Young to destroy .

the town it} question. '
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 39.

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, May 9, 1855. '

I HAVE received your two desPatches of the 3rd of March, inclosi'ng
a journal of your proceedings at Acqua Town, in the Cameroons river and at
Bimbia. ’

With regard to the inquiry set on foot by you as to the affair in which Ned ..

Acqua, the brother of King Acqua, was killed by Mr. William Walker, supercargo

of the British hulk “ Alexander Grant,” I have to instruct you to transmit to

King Acqua a full and clear statement in writing of all the facts of this case,
'showi'ng that the British Consul, and the Commander of Her Majesty’s, ship

“ Antelope,” had done all that depended on them to secure the ends of justice,
and that these ends were defeated by the refusal of the King to take the steps -

which were indispensably necessary in order to bring Mr. “Talker to trial. And
King Acqua should therefore be warned not to allow any British subjects to be
molested on account of this homicide, and he should he told that you hold in

deposit the sum of 501. as compensation for the nearest relations of Ned
Ac ua.

q I have, at the same time, to observe that the system pursued by the British
supercargoes in these rivers of giving credit to the natives, and of endeavouring

to recover such debts by forcibly detaining their persons, is calculated to give
rise to occurrences similar to that now under consideration; and if the super-
cargoes cannot devise a better mode of trading, it will become impossible for
British authorities to‘ attempt to maintain peaqe in the rivers of the Bight of
Biafra.

‘ I am, &c.
. (Signed) . ' CLARENDON.

 

‘ No. 40,

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Acting Consul Lynslager. ‘

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 10, 1855.

WITH reference to that portion of the journal inclosed in your first”
despatch of the 3rd of March,* which relates to your, proceedings at Boobee
Island, against the rebel Chief of that island, who appears to have interrupted
the peaceful traffic in the neighbouring river, and might have afl'orded shelter to
slave-dealers; I have to acquaint you that I approve of your having attended
to the complaint made by King William of Bimbia, against the Chief of Boohee,
and of your having required Lieutenant Young, of Her Majesty’s ~ ship
“Antelope,” to resort to the hostile measures which led to the submiSsion of
that Chief. L

, I am, 8w. '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘5 No. 36.
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No. 41.

Acting. Consul Lyn‘slager to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received July 18.)

My Lord,
Fernando Po, May 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the presents detained

here for King Amacree of New Calabar, have been delivered to him, it having

been represented to me that he was now entitled to receive them, in

accordancewith the tenour of your Lordship’s despatch dated June 29, 1854.

I beg to inclose herewith the receipts and documents in connection with

the delivery thereof.
I have, &c.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 41.

‘List of Presents.

A LIST of goods composing the first annual gift of presents from Her

Majesty the Queen of England to King Amacree, of New Calabar, delivered by

order- of Her Majesty’s Acting Consul for the Bight of Biafra, on the

10th of April, 1855, according to the stipulation of the Treaty of the 8th of

August, 1851. ‘ -

50 half-barrelspowder.
7 cases guns. _
5,000 musket-flints, in 5 kegs. ‘.

 

Received the above-mentioned goods this 10th day of April, 1855.
. h'

15

(Signed) KING N AMACREE.
mark.

- 7 his '

HARRY' M BRAID.
mark

Witnesses:
(Signed) JAMES FINNIGIN.

" HENRY HARDERN.
- H. KERR.

 

[Inclosuvre 2 in No. 41..

Cert'éficate. r 0

, ‘ WE, the Undersigned, do certify that, to the best of .our‘ knowledge and

beliefivno Slave Trade has existed in the River New Calabar; or been Carried 7011

in any way from .or through the territory of'King Amaeree, since the date of the

agreement concluded with him by ConSul .Beecroft, on ltheSth of August, 1851.

1855Given under ourvhands,’ in the River New Calabar, this 10th day of April,

(Signed) . ‘ E. WYLIE. '
' J . A. STOWE.

CHAS. CAINE. A ‘ '
REUBEN HEMINGWAY.
F. GRANT. ‘ ‘
W. ‘ YALLOP.
G. H. S. WITT.

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 41.

Declaration.

I, KING AMACREE, of New Calabar, do hereby declare that the
Proclamation named in the 1st Article of a Treaty between John Beecroft, Esq.,
Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of
England, has been duly issued, and the laws therein mentioned strictly and fully
enforced. ‘ ,

Given at the King’s House, New Calabar, this 10th day of April, 1855.

his

(Signed) KING N AMACREE.
mark.

Witnesses:
(Signed) JAMES FINNIGIN.

HENRY HARDERN.
H. KERR.

 

‘ ' No. 42.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 28.)

My Lord, ' Fernando Po, July 11, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of you Lordship's despatch
dated the 8th May last, and acknowledging receipt of my journal of proceedings
in the Rivers Bonny, New and 01d Calabar, and of your Lordship’s approval of
my proceedings therein, and of the approval of Her Majesty’s Government
of my having requested Lieutenant-Commander Young, of Her Majesty’s steam-
vessel “ Antelope,” to destroy Old Town, in the River Old Calabar.‘

’ I haVe, 820.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

No. 43. ,

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Reeeived August 28.)

M yLord, Fernando Po, July 11, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch dated 9th May, 1855, acknowledging receipt of my Journal of Proceed-
ings at Acqua Town, Cameroons river,in the case of the death of Ned Acqua.

I beg to advise your Lordship that Mr. William Walker left this place for
England in the mail-packet “ Candace,” on her last voyage, quite unknown to
me till two days afterwards. - ‘ .

[Your Lordship’s instruetions to forward to King Acqua a full and clear
statement, in writing, of the circumstances connected with the death of his'
brother, shall receive immediate attention. '

I have lately received private information that Mr. Daniel M‘Gowan, at
fiesent agent for Messrs. Hors‘fall and Sons,- of Liverpool, and who has succeeded
i 1'. William Walker in the River Cameroons, has paid over to the King and
Chiefs of Acqua. Town 3 large amount of goods, as an indemnification for the loss
of Ned Acqua. In the event of this information being correct, which I have every
reason to believe, King Aequa and Chiefs can now claim no redress from
Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, hawking arranged the afi'air in a private
manner.

' I have, &c.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.
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No. 44.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clao'endon.+(Received August 28.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, July 1‘1, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated 10th May, 1855, conveying your Lordship’s approval of my

proceedings against the rebel Chief of the Boobee Island, adjacent to the town.

of Bimbia.

 

I have, 810. ’

(Signed) J . W. B. LYNSLAGER.

. No. 45.

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Lynslager..

(Extract) Foreign ‘Oflice, September 15, 1855.

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the removal of

Pepple from the Bonny river to Fernando Po, and Subsequently to Ascension, I

have to inform you that I have received several applications from him, in which

he complains of being detained at the latter place against his will, and urges that

he may be allowed to return to his own country. He also claims payment of

4,000 dollars, which he states to be due to him on account of two years’ arrears

of presents not yet paid by Her Majesty’s Government. By a despatch from

Mr. Campbell, dated the 21st of July last, I learnt that a young negro named

Harvey was on his way to this country, for the purpose of presenting certain

letters from Pepple to the same effect. This person has lately arrivedin London

with the letters’in question, and Her Majesty’s Government have taken Pepple’s

petition into their consideration. .

Upon a review of the whole circumstances of the case, it appears that

Pepple voluntarily accompanied the late Mr. Beecroft to Fernando Po, but that

when it was found advisable to remove him from that place, on account of the

mischief which resulted from his power of communication with his late territory,

it was to a certain degree against his will that he proceeded to Ascension. Her

Majesty’s Government (10 not wish to place any restraint upon Pepple’s‘ actions,

so long as he does nothing that will injure legitimate trade in the Bonny or

elseWher-e; but at the same time they feel themselves bound, not only.in justice

to British subjects who have embarked their capital in the now flourishing

commerce with the natives on the Bonny river, but also from regard to the

welfare and happiness of the natives themselves, to take the strongest measures

' allowable for the preservation of the peace, and consequent prosperity, of the

district in question. . , ,

I have now to instruct you to inform Pepple that Her Majesty’s Government

consent to his request to be allowed to leave Ascension, but you will, at the same

time, try to induce him to enter into some agreement that he will not return to

the Bonny river; and you will also warn him that if he does anything leading

to the interruption of British trade, he will find himself in the position of being

directly opposed to the British authorities.
As Her Majesty’s Government cannot accuse Pepple of any violation of his .

Anti-Slave Trade engagements during the time that he was King of the Bonny,

they allow that heis entitled to'the 4,000 dollars which he Claims. But it

appears that Commodore Adams has advanced to King Pepple 100l., and the sum

of 15.1. has been paid for the maintenance of his messenger, Harvey, in this

country. These two sums will therefore have to be deducted from the 4,000

dollars, and you will pay the remainder to Pepple either in one sum, or, if you

can induce him to conSider it for his advantage-so to accept it, by instalments of

the amounts agreed upon between you. ‘
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You will at the same time repay the Commodore the IDOL, and remit to
Mr. Conyngham, the Chief Clerk of this oflice, the sum of 151., and you Will

reimburse yourself for these payments, and for the eums drawn by you on

account of the balance due to Pepple, by drawing b111s on the Lords Com-

missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury at thirty days’ sight, under the customary

regulations.

 

No. 46.:

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received October 13.)

My Lord, Fernando Po? August 3] , 1855.

I BEG leave t0..acquaint your Lordship that I have made ,an urgent requi-
sition to Commander J. Mc D. Skene, of Her Majesty’s ehip “ Philomel,” to
proceed to the River Bonny with myself and ‘ Secretary, at the request of
Messrs. Hemingway and Witt, deputed by the British supercargoes m that
river for the purpose of representing the alarming state of affairs consequent on
the death or" King Dapho, which took place on the 13th instant, and when 600
to 700 persons were wantonly murdered. ' .

I am not at present in a position to give your Lordship a full and partlcular
account 'of this afi'air ; but Commander Skene having signified his intention of
receiving me on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel” tot-morrowafo‘r passage
to Bonny, I will be enabled on my return to furnish your Lordship with full,
complete, and, I sincerely hope, satisfactory accounts of the proceedings
Commander Skene and myself may feel justified in adopting. ‘ 5 -

I have, 8m. ‘
(Signed) J. W. IS. LYNSLAGER.

 

No. 47.

. The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Lynelager.

Sir, I I ' Foreign Ofice, October 23, 1855.
IHAVE received your despatch of the 3lst of August; and I have in

reply to inform you that I’approve your intention to proceed to the Bonny, for
the purpose of inquiring into the recent disturbances and loss of life which have
occurred at that place. '

I am, 8w. . .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No.'"48.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received November 12.)

My Lord, ‘ Fernando Po, October 5, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to inhlose herewith my Journal of Proceedings, and

inclosures, of my Visit to the Rivers Bonny and New Calabar. '
Your Lordship Will observe that the trade—which was stopped by the natives,

in consequence of Captain Witty having taken two Chiefs on board of his ship,
who were falsely charged with the death of King Dapho, and which they
threatened never to resume unless these two men were handed over to them, to
be murdered in cold blood—was, previous to my leaving that place, again
opened, and the excitement at the late massacre of all who were considered
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a friend of, or who inadvertently pronounced the name of, the ex+King, was

appeased.
These two men, your Lordship will observe by a despatch from the late

Consul dated 4th February, 1853, were elected Chiefs and Regents shortly

after King Pepple had had a stroke of paralysis. [n my Journal of Proceedings

of January last, your Lordship will also observe that the supercargoes spoke

highly of Ischacco, or Fred Pepple, in having exerted himself so much to

liquidate the debts owing by the ex—King; he having paid 324 puncheons oil

out of 350 due. They were also two of the best and most honest traders in the

river, and in whom the ex-King had unlimited confidence : they were, therefore,

likely persons to be suspected by those who wished to exterminate the ex-King’s

people. They were possessed ofa vast amount of property,1ists of which I beg to.

inclose (Inclosures Nos. 16 and 17). They are now utterly destitute, and have

as yet no means of getting a livelihood. Under these circumstances, I will give

them, with their seven servants, an allowance of ls. per day, in all 93. per diem,

until your Lordship gives me instructions What to do with them, having promised

that they will never return to Bonny, where their lives would not be one moment

in safety. . ' _ '

Anne Pepple informed me that there were two sons and one daughter of the

ex—King’s residing in Jew-Jew Town, and he wished very much that I would

take them away, as he was very much afraid that their lives were in danger, and

he would be unable to prevent their being poisoned or murdered. '

.I would respectfully beg leave to suggest to your Lordship thata portion of

the 4,000 dollars due to their father be appropriated to the education of these

children in Sierra Leone, there being no proper school here. These children

can never return to Bonny any more, and by receiving an education they might

become useful members of society, and thus gain a livelihood by their own

exertions. I hope your Lordship will forward me instructions on this question.

. The noble endeavours of Captain Witt, in saving the lives of these two

men, cannot be too highly appreciated, although done at the risk of putting an

entire stoppage to his trade in that river for ever ; but now that he is allowed to ,

remain, I apprehend no loss to him. v I . ‘

I am "greatly indebted to Commander Skene, of Her Majesty’s ship

“ Philomel,” for so promptly attending to my requisition, and for the assistance

he rendered me in Bonny. To Lieutenant Boger I am also indebted for able

assistance.
The evils of the trust system were most forcibly-drawn out on this occasion,

when the natives held a sum of 80,0001. sterling 'of trust in their possession,

and which they said they would not pay unless the two men-were given up;

stating that it would do to purchase clay and bamboo-mats to rebuild their

town, should the British men-of—war destroy it. » The natives had been for.

several days engaged in removing their property to a place ofigreater security.

‘ With regard to the fine inflicted on a supercargo in New Calabar, I state in

my journal that the amount Will be handed over to the “ Patriotic Fund” lately

raised in England. , . -

~ I beg to request that your Lordship will inform me if this meets your

approval, as I know of no better purpose it could be devoted to.

Trusting my proceedings will meet with your Lordship’s approval, I" '

have, &c. ' .
(Signed) , J. W. B. LYNSLAGER. A ‘

 

V Inclosure'l in No. 48.

Journal of Proceedings in the Rivers Bonny and New Calabar. '

Sunday, September 2, 1855.——-EMBARKED on board Her Majesty’s ship

‘ “ Philomel,” Commander J. McD. Skene, bound forthe River Bonny.

Monday, 3rd.——Rains and calms. '

Mesday, 4th.———Light winds and rain. . .

Wednesday, 5th.——Squally weather, accompanied With rain. 6 P.M.

anchored ofi' Breaker Island. Wrote to the supercargoes as per Inclosure
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No. 2. Captain Yallop called on board, and informed me that the trade had

not been resumed, and that none of the natives visited the shipping.

Thursday, 6th.——Supercargoes came on board early. Received a letter from

them, which I beg to inclose (Inclosure No. 3). On consulting with COmmander

Skene, we considered it advisable to open negotiations with the Chiefs by letter,

to be carried on shore under‘a flag of truce. Wrote to the Chiefs as per

Inclosure No. 4, and Captains Caine and Stowe volunteered to carry the letter

on shore.
On conversing with the supercargoes I found that Ischacco and Yaniboo

were charged with poisoning the late King Dapho ; that they had taken refuge on

board of Captain Witt’s vessel, who, when they were in danger of being

wantonly murdered in cold blood, took them off to his vessel the “ Ferozepore ”

in his own boat; that the people of Bonny on hearing that their intended victims

had escaped, commenced a massacre among the people belonging to or friendly

to the family of the ex-King Pepple ; the wives, children, and slaves of these

two men were murdered wherever found, and the town was in a state of civil

war; the natives, to increase their excitement maddening degree, mixed powder

in their rum and became quite infuriated ; stray shot, in seine instances, struck the

vessels laying at anchor, which had been removed from the position they formerly

were in to a greater distance from the town, fearing that the natives might ferget

themselves and endeavour to seize upon the shipping. Many loud explosions

were heard, and the last remnant of the eX-King’s people, who had defended

themselves in his mud—house until the means of sustenance were totally

exhausted, ignited some gunpowder, and thus ended their miserable existence.

The state of the river as described to me by the supercargoes was fearful to

think on, so many decomposed bodies floating up and down the river as the

tide ebbed and flowed ;‘ this was the more wonderful, as accidents were very

frequent from the great number of sharks in the river.

' Several communications have been held with the thefs, as per Inclosures-

Nos. 5, 6, and 7. ,

The supercargoes informed me that the natives were determined to stop the

trade, unless the two men were given up to them;

a Dr. Stiles, of the ship “ Sea,” had been called upon to see the King previous

to his death. . ~

‘ The King, it appears, had gone to the adjacent country to settle a palaver

between the King of that place and his own people; he was absent for fourteen

days, during which time his canoe was his only place of shelter, and he was thus

exposed very much to the weather, which at the time was very bad, there being

several days of incessant rain. This exposure to one unaceustomed to it, produced

inflammation of the chest; and the medicines prescribed and remedies proposed

by Dr. Stiles were unattended to. V

A jew—jew (or fetish) man residing in the Eboe country was consulted on

the death of the King, which he ascribed to poison administered by these two
men. , . , , ,

Their faith in this jew—jew is unbounded, and these two men were at once
condemned as the murderers of the King; although they were at some distance

from Bonny at the time of the King’s death. ‘ ‘ .
Eiday, 7th.—-At 6'30 A.M. received a letter from the supercargoes, which I

beg to inclose herewith (Inclosure No. 8). At 9 A.M. I left the vessel, accompanied

by Lieutenant Boger and Mr. Simpson, my secretary. After leaving the vessel

the rain poured down in torrents, till we reached the “ Fanny,” the Chairman’s

vessel, a distance of six miles from the ‘“ Philomel.” It shortly afterwards
cleared up, and several of the supercargoes joined us. Messrs. Caine and

Stowe again volunteered to go on shore with Lieutenant Boger, who was in full

uniform, according to the request of the Chiefs.
Messrs. Caine and Stowe then proceeded in one boat with a flag of truce;

Lieutenant Bozer and Mr. Simpson following in another, with a flag of truce

also.
I beg to inclose a copy of the Minutes of the Conference (Inclosure No. 9).
Leave having been given for the “ Philomel” to come up the river,_tWo

guns were fired as a signal for her, and she came up, anchoring close 'to the

shi s.
P Wrote to the Chiefs that I would visit them next day. ,

Saturday, 8th.—-—At 10 A.M. left the “ Philomei,” ' acCompanied' by
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Lieutenant Boger and the supercargoes, with the exception ofCaptain Witt, as I

considered it unadvisable, under existing circumstances, for him to go on shore

yet. Several posts, with mats over them as a shade, were erected in the market-

place, and in a short time the Chiefs assembled and a great many of the natives,

standing around; they were sullen, but appeared anxious to hear what I had to

say to them. When all were seated, and quietness obtained, I addressed them,

saying that I had come in a man-of—war, but not for the purpose of going to war

with them; that I was very sorry to hear of King Dapho’s death; that King

Pepple had aCted very bad? to them as his subjects; that he went to Fernando

Po when Dapho was elected King ; that Pepple attempted on one occasion to

leave Fernando Po, but I detained him; that he then endeavoured to stop the

Bonny trade to Eboe through Old Calabar; that I then wrote to them, the

King, Chiefs, and snpercargoes, requesting to know if they wished King Pepple

to return to Bonny ;, that they wrote me in answer they did not wish him to

return any more, and that now he had gone to Ascension, and would never be

seen again.
,

_ I then alluded to the case of a Chief of Bonny named Awanta, Who was

the cause of the death of two British subjects some time ago, and who was

sent to Ascension, and asked them if the white traders put any stoppage to

their trade on that account ; this case being alluded to they seemed quite

unprepared for. I also stated that I had taken the ex—King Pepple’s son away ‘ .

' last time, at their own request, and that he would join his father at Ascension.

I then alluded to the heir to the throne, and statedthat I had been informed

that the late King Dapho had three wives who were, pregnant; that in the

meantime it would be necessary to eleCt a Regency for the protectiOn of the

country; that I would not interfere in that election; that the Chiefs must elect

their own Regents, it not being any white man’s palaver ;- that no white man

had any right to interfere in any of their country affairs. As they were now

listening very attentively to what I said, I spoke of the two Chiefs, Yaniboo and

Ischacco, that they had thrown themselves under the protection of the English

flag, and that under these circumstances no inducement or threats would allow

of their being given up ; that it, was an old, very old custom of their own, that

if a native claimed and received the protection of that flag, his person was safe

and inviolable ;‘ that all the wives, children, and slaves belonging to these two

men had been massacred, and what more did they require? Why stop their

trade, which was involving them in a serious loss? Why not elect Regents and

resume trade ?—-they had no head at present; that they supposed the eX-King

would return and then there would be plenty of palaver, bnt-I assured them that

that was impossible; and that these two men would never beallowed to go back

to Bonny again ; that they could never see them more, and that measures would

1}): taken as far as possible to prevent them having any communication with-

onny. . , a ,

Jack Brown, a Chief, here rose and said, that if these two men had‘ taken

their own canoe and gone alongside of Captain Witt’s ship, there Would have

been no disturbance about them, but they had gone off in Captain rWitt’s boat,

' and that a white man was jew—jew in Bonny. , A i -

Captain Wylie stated to the Chiefs, .that‘ if Captain Witt had got to

Fernando, Po previous to Mr. Hemingway; the two men would not have been

handed over to me. a V . i -

_ The Chiefs stated that some of the supercargoes knew of Fred and Yaniboo

arming their houses previous to the outbreak. . . .

Captain Hart said Fred had poisoned him, as he had been sick for some

time. . , r , v , ,

I stated to the Chiefs that I thought they wished the country-to “fall

down,”'by stopping the trade; . ' '

The Chiefsisaid some of the supercargoes threatened to bring the ex—King

back again, and now we say, if you bring him back we will kill him. -

Captains Wylie and Corran denied this in toto.

The Chiefs here asked for Captain Witt. ‘

Captain Corran said he (Witt) did not like to come on shore yet.

Jack Brown said, “why need he fear?” white man be jew-jew in this

country. i ‘

Captain Corran then spoke to the Chiefs to justify the conduct of the

supercargoes‘in sending away the mo men, stating that they thought that after
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two or three days’ consideration on their (the Chief's’) part, that all would go on

again as usual, and they would think no more of them.

The Chiefs, who were apparently determined to lay before me every

instance of what the supercargoes had done to them for years back, then said

the supercargoes called them Niggers. This was strenuously denied.

The Chiefs again stated that white man was jew-j'e'w ; that no harm would

befall Captain Witt if he chose to come on shore; that if a white man did any-

thing, black man must do all the same. They said that the supercargoes struck

them, but they could notgive me any instance of such an aggression.

Captain Wylie here rose, and explained to‘ the Chiefs that the Commercial
Treaty bore, upon any acts of maltreatment committed by either party.

A Chief, named Warasow, here complained of Captain Caine having abused

him; but it was found that Warasow had been insolent in the extreme, and that

Captain Caine had given him a dash or present when leaving the river that

v0 awe.
y tllIanilla Pepple, the second head Chief, quite a young man, rose and said

that they had heard all ; that if they did not get Yaniboo and Ischacco, no man

would go to any of the ships to trade. This was apparently said at the instiga-
tion of some of the late King’s people. The Chiefs then consulted for some
time, when Anne Pepple and Jack Brown rose and said, “ We hear all you say ;
we think of these two men, and if we cannot get them, Captain Witt must take
awayhis ship.” '

I here explained to the Chiefs that any white man would have done the
same as Captain Witt did; that their own customs allowed an English ship to
be a sanctuary.” ’ ' »

’ The Chiefs here again said, if the men had gone in a canoe, all would have
been well, but'as they had gone in Captain Witts’ boat, they did not approve of
it; that the massacre commenced immediately afterwards. '

‘ The superoargoes denied having any previous knowledge of the outbreak.
The Chiefs then said that they had sent three boys to Yaniboo’s house, to

see if it was true they had gone away, and thatthose' boys were shot; that Witt
took theSe men away, and he must either take away his ship, or he must pay
a fine. '

Seeing they were gradually coming to terms, I considered it advisable to
dismiss them for the day; previous to doing so, I stated to them that if any of
them chose to pay Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel” a visit, they would be welcome,
and I pledged my word for their safety : this they declined. I then stated I
would have a meeting of the 'supercargoes to consult with them, and would again
meet the Chiefs on Monday at 10 o’clock. The conference then broke up.

The Chiefs were now more humorous and gay; they had had an opportu-
nity of saying to me all they wished, and I saw that the greatest difficulty was
passed. Arranged for a meeting with the supercargoes on Monday at 8'30 A.M.

Sunday, 9th.—At 1030, public worship ; fine dry day.
Monday, lOth.,—At 9'45 left Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel,” accom-

panied by' Commander Skene, Lieutenant Boger, and} several officers of the
“ Philomel,” in full uniform ; also the supercargoes. On assembling, I addressed
the Chiefs, stating that all the palaver was now settled, only the amount that
they wished Captain Witt to pay as a fine.' (I again impressed on their memory
that any Englishman would have acted in precisely the same manner as Captain
Witt, and that he only did it for a good end; that the ex-King had been removed

~ from any interference with their country for the purpose of doing them good;
and now that it was a perfect impossibility for Captain Witt. to pay anything for
such a noble action ; that the two men would be taken away from Bonny, and
would never again see it; that I did not come for war; all I wanted was to see
the trade again opened, but it was out of reason to make Mr. Witt pay. '

Wozoo, a head man of the late King, here came forward and said, all they
wanted was Ischacco and Yaniboo ; that they had killed the King.

I stated that as they had formerly said the ex—King would not be received
v in Bonny, he had been sent to Ascension; that I knew and felt perfectly assured
that these two men had not killed the King; ' that I could not deliver them up ;
that they had killed all their people, and asked them what more theywanted.

The .Chiefs then retired to consult With the boys of the late King, and
returned In about ten minutes, when Anne Pepple and Jack Brown came forward
on the part of their brother Chiefs, and said, “ The Chiefs of Bonny say they
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want these two men; you say you can’t give them, as they are. under the protec-

tion of the British flag; and we now say that as you will not give us the men,

Captain Witt must go away in his empty ship, as no man will trade with him}?

I again argued the eX—King’s case with them, that he was taken away for

acting unjustly; but why send Captain Witt away, who had acted as any

Englishman would have done '2

Captain Caine here addressed the Chiefs in their usual style of talking

English, and asked them if they would not allow Captain Witt to fill the vessel

he had; and ,if at the end of that time they wished him to go away, he would

then be in a position to do so without incurring any loss to his employers.

Wozoo, the late King’s man, then endeavoured to bring a complaint against

Dr. Glanville, a supereargo, about some coral due to the late King, but which

turned out to be in M1“. Glanville’s favour. A11 amicable arrangement was then

come t0, to exchange the coral for some other goods.

The Chiefs stated that Dr. Glanville had been very kind in furnishing them

with medicine, &c., when sick.

The Chiefs then said that as the comey had to be divided for the general

expenses of the country, that in future they would be unable to pay the annual

allowance of 3001. to the eX-King. ‘

The Chiefs then said they had done with all palaver, and that Captain Witt

was to remain and fill his ship. ’

The Chiefs brought a complaint against the supercargoes for their not

purchasing the wood that some of the poor inhabitants were in the habit of

cutting, intended for stow-wood. ' ‘

In answer to this, the supercargoes said they were obliged to send their own

Kroomen, whom they could little Spare, to cut the wood, in consequence of the

natives having cut it so very small that it was useless to them.

It was then agreed that a piece of wood the proper size should be given to

any one who chose to cut wood, and the supercargoes agreed to purchase it.

They also said that formerly, when any jew-jew man went on ' board a

vessel, he was presented with some beef or pork, but that the supercargoes gave

them nothing now.
The supercargoes said they would not recognize the jew-jew on board of

any of their vessels.
-

Jack Brown, the pilot, made a complaint that he was not sufficiently,

remunerated for pilotage, but the superoargoes stated that the payment was

quite ample.
I then stated to them that they would receive a Consular visit every four

months in future, :1an that if any palaver came up, it was to be referred to the

Consul, who would arrange all; that they were on no account to stop trade;

that if they wished to communicate with me, they were to go to the Chairman

of the Court of Equity, who would write me' what they wished.

The Chiefs then said, that as they could not get the two men, they hoped the

supercargoes would never mention their names again, as they did not wish to hear

any more of them;
V

The Chiefs then retired to conSuIt who were to form the Regency, when

several of the head men came to me, and said that they had heard all that I had

said—that they were very well pleased ; that they thought the Chiefs would

have a difficulty in naming the Regents, so as to give general satisfaction, and

they wished me to name the Regents. On the Chiefs returning I stated ‘this

to_ them, and they perfectly agreed to it. On consulting with the supercargoes,

I found that the most eligible persons were Anne Pepple, Captain Hart, Ada

Allison, and Manilla Pepple—the last-named, who was a very young man, to

be assisted and advised by Bannego and "Oko Jumbo, ‘ This arrangement

appeared to give entire satisfaction to all. . '

It was then agreed that a meeting would he called next day, in. the same

place, when the Regency would be appointed ; and Commander Skeue stated

that he would give them a royal salute 0f twenty-one’guns. V

Tuesday, 11th.———At 10 A.M. left the “Philomel,” accompanied by Commander

Skene, Lieutenant Bozer, and supereargoes. Captain Witt accompanied us this

day, and Was well received. The COmmission for the Regency was read by

Commander Skene, and translated by Captain Edward Wylie. I inclose a copy

herewith (Inclosure Not ll).

CLASS B.
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I then stated to the Regents that they were now in charge of the country,

and were to consult with the Court on any matters of trade.

Anne Pepple wished to know if they were to get anything for the Slave

Trade Treaty. I replied, that it was impossible to pay twice for one thing, but

that if any slayer came into the river, they were at liberty to seize her, and

everything belonging to her; to break up the vessel; and that no white man“

had any right to interfere with such vessels.
An arrangement was then come to for the division of comey then due.

I gave them a document, as per Inclosure No. 12, for the comey in future.

Charley Africa brought a complaint against Captain E. Wylie, which ended

in Charley Africa being made out to be a very bad character, and would be

dishonest if he could.
The practice of reducing the casks received from the supercargoes was the

next topic, and as the custom is very prevalent, which roles the white trader of

his due quantity of oil, I spoke on this for some time, and urged on them the

necessity of acting justly with the white men. I wished them to sign a docu-

ment to put an end to this, but they would not do so, saying it was their slaves

who did so, not them ; that they were unable to prevent it, and that the traders

with themselves would arrange all that.
The Chiefs appeared again in their usual manner, and on my asking them

when they would break trade, they said soon; there were several other small

things to speak about ; for instance, the Court-house, which had been rooted to

the ground, not a vestige of it remaining; but I considered that as the grand

point of opening the trade had been gained, it was advisable to let these

matters stand over till they got another visit, when they would be more

composed.
7 Commander Skene then wished to know if he was to fire the royal salute

for them, when they said they wished to have a copy of all the Consul, them-

selves, and the supercargoes had said. As it was too late then to giVe it them

that day, it was agreed that my Secretary should visit them next day, with copies

of the Minutes. We then left, and went on board the “ Philomel.”

Wednesday, l2th.——A great many canoes with oil, were afloat early this

morning, and the river again resumed its former busy appearance; the shipping

Were again dropping into their old berths. At 1030 A.M.,‘ my Secretary, accom-

panied by Captains Caine and Wylie, went on shore, to Anne Pepple’s house,

where the Chiefs and a number of people Were seated. The copies of the

Minute were translated by Captain Wylie, and the Chiefs were quite pleased.

The four Regents then got their flags, and hoisted thern on the beach, in a

position to be seen by the greater part of the shipping, when the “ Philomel”

gave them a royal salute; the natives, I am told, were highly delighted with

this mark of respect. .

Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “Minx” arrived at 1 Pawn

I inquired into the state of New Calabar, and found that a visit there would

be beneficial. '
I then wrote to Commander Skene, thanking him for his valuable assistance

during the conferences, requesting that he would devote the “ Minx” for visiting
the other rivers. I inclose a copy of my letter to Commander Skene (Inclo-
sure No. 14). ( ' ~

Thursday, 13th.—Intended to have gone to New Calahar this morning, being
very foggy, with heavy rain. -

Friday, 14rth.—5'30 A.M., left Her Majesty’s ship “Philom‘el,” and
joined the “ Minx,” Lieutenant Commander Roe, The “ Philomel” got under
weigh, and proceeded to Lagos. 7'30 A.M., the supercargoes on board, the
“ Minx” got under weigh. At 5 P.M. anchored off Breaker Island, the “ Minx”
being unable to proceed any further, in consequence of her steam—power not
being equal to the strength of the tide.

Saturday, l5th.——6'30 A.M., under weigh. In the forenoon a light breeze,
which materially assisted the “Minx” in getting up the river. 1 P.M., off
the shipping, when the New Calabar agents joined us. 2'30, anchored off
the town ; a gun was fired, as a signal to King Amacree and Chiefs. Captain
Witt went on shore 'to bring Amacree and his Chiefs off. The supercargoes
informed me that it was Calabar Sunday, and they were doubtful if they would
come off ; howeVer they soon made their appearance. On coming on deck they
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were received by Commander Roe and myself. They were in good spirits, and

on all being seated and quietness obtained, I addressed the Chiefs on the Addi-

tional Articles made to the Commercial Treaty, made by me in January last,

and stated, that as the 40-inch cask created an ill-feeling between the white and'

black traders, that I considered if a cask of the same dimensions and gallonage

as used in Bonny was made the standard measure, it would prove far more

satisfactory to all concerned; that he (the King) should put a stop to all cutting

of casks, as it was nothing more or less than a robbery committed on the white

trader, and that he (the King) ought to punish any one who committed such a

deed, and that any native trader offering any, cask for sale which had been cut

down from its original size of 38 inches and 220 gallons measurement, should

be fined one puncheon of palm oil; and a white trader for receiving such, a fine

of five puncheons.
The King and Chiefs retired to consult on this, and returned in about five

minutes, when they agreed to this, but wished more time than one week, which

the supercargoes required, to supply them with regular 38-inch casks.

It was also agreed that a chairman should be appointed every month, to

whom all disputes about easks were to be referred to. I inclose the original of

the second Additional Article herewith (Inclosure No. 13).

I then informed the King and Chiefs that Captain Yallop had laid a

complaint about a long boat belonging to his vessel, which had got on a bank

during the evening of the 11th of August last, when on her passage to the

Bonny, with a cargo of oil, when a great many canoes, from Fouche and Young

Town, proceeded to her, and stripped her of her masts, rigging, &c., &c., and

then proceeded to cut her to pieces ; her cargo, of nine puncheons of oil, had

been previously picked up by the natives. King Amacree and Chiefs being held

responsible by the Treaty for such acts committed within his territory, I adjudged

that the natives be fined three puncheons of oil for the damage done to the

boat, and that-six of the nine puncheons picked up be returned ; three being

retained for salvage. ,

A charge was then brought against Captain Whatton, of the “ Lord Elgin,”

for a breach of the Additional Articles to the Commercial Treaty made on the

10th of January last, As I Was perfectly satisfied the charge was proven, and

to show the King, Chiefs, and supercargoes that I was fully determined to carry

out the Treaties, and whatever additions might be made to them, I fined Captain

Whatton two puncheons of good saleable palm oil, which Will be sold, and the

amount forwarded to the “Patriotic Fund.” King Amacree- requested that a

gun might beIfired for him when he left the ship, which Lieutenant Commander

Roe kindlycomplied with. 5'30 P.M., under weigh, and proceeded down to

, Fouche Point, and anchored.

Sunday, 16th.——7 A.M., under weigh, and proceeded again for Bonny.

Captain Stowe kindly volunteered to pilot us into Bonny again. Anchored in

the river at 3 P.M.
Monday, 17th.—-—At 1 P.M. held an investigation regarding a Krooman,named

Toby, who had mysteriously disappeared from the ship “ Fanny,” but who

belonged to the ship “ Sea.” The Kroomen of the two ships were at war in

their own country; an ill-feeling thus arose betWeen the parties, and one of

the “'Sea’s” boys, who had been caught in the “ Fanny’s” cask-house, was

struck by the watchman there. The following evening Toby went to the

“ Fanny’s” cask—house, to inquire into this matter. Pomona, headman of the

“ Fanny,” on being sworn in the country fashion, stated: Toby came to our

cask-house, with seven boys; heard them say they must make me fly; they

asked me out to fight; all the boys came up,'and flogged me. I caught hold

of Toby, and took him to the “ Fanny.” Captain Corran put Toby in irons ;‘

he had a chain on his neck one day, at night no chain. I got up .to look for

him, but I‘could not see him. Several Kroomen were put on oath, and interro—

gated as to What they knew of this affair,but nothing could be elicited which

gave the least clue to his disappearance. In consequence of the sickness of,

Mr. Hemingway, of the “ Sea,” the matter had not been investigated the day

following the occurrence at the cask-house. . v _

I reprimanded Captain Corran, of the “ Fanny,” for not taking measures to.

have allowed the Kroomen to return to his own ship, especially when both .

vessels were in the Same employ.
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I was obliged to leave the affair as it was, in the meantime.

I was informed by the supercargoes that during the day the natives had

been insolent in the extreme, and had been committing many acts of theft on

board of the vessels in the river.

Tuesday, 18tlz.——VVi'ote t0 the. Chiefs as per Inclosure No. 15. At

9 A.M. under weigh. At 4 1’.M. outside the bar. Her Majesty’s ship “ Hecate”

in sight; fired two guns, as a signal for her to bear down. 7'30 P.M., Lieute-

nant Commander Roe boarded the “ Hecate,” which bore away for Fernando Po.

Wednesclay, 19th‘.-—Light airs and calms.

'T/zursday, 20th.——6 A.M., heavy raine. 11'30, cleared up. 8'30 P.M.,

anchored in Clarence Cove, When I landed. ,.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER,

Acting British Consul, Eight of Biafra.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 48.'

Acting Consul Lynslager t0 the Supercargoes 0f the River Bonny.

Gentlemen, “ Philomel,” Bonny River, t'eptember 5, 1855. ’

MESSRS. HEMINGVVAY and Witt having been dephted by you to Visit

me for the purpose of representing the state of affairs lately existing in the

River Bonny when King Dapho expired, and considering the vast amount. of

British property at stake, and British lives much endangered by the hostile
appearance of the natives of that river, I immediately made a requisition to

Commander Skene of Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel,” senior officer of the

Eights Division, desiring that he would render me his very valuable assistance,

by proceeding to this river, when some amicable arrangement might be made

and the trade of the river resumed, and which, I am happy to say, Commander
Skene immediately concurred With. V

I have now to request, Gentlemen, that you will, at your earliest

convenience, furnish me with a full and complete written statement of this

disturbance from its origin, and that you will furnish me With any documents

you may have in relation thereto, and further, that these documents may bear

the signature of each supercargo, this beirig of the utmost importance, to the

proceedings Commander Skene and myself may feel justified in adopting.
" I am, &0.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

I Inclosure 3 in N0. 48.

The Supercargoes qf the River Emmy to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, Bonny River, September 6, 1855.

ON Wednesday morning the 22nd ultimo, the protection of Mr. Witt was
sought by two Bonny Chiefs, Isehacco and Yaniboo, Who stated their lives were in
danger in consequence of its being the general persuasion in the town that they,
by some means, had caused the death of the late King Dapho ; Mr. Witt
promptly acceded to their request, and took them. on board his ship. Shortly
after this occurrence, he reported what he had done to the other supereargoes,
yyho were then on board the “ Fanny,” and his proceedings had their appro-
ation. i

Whilst conversing on this matter, the firing of musketry commenced in the
town, and continued almost uninterruptediy for three days ; several heavy
explosions of gunpowder were heard, and many houses seen on fire. .

At a meeting expressly convened for taking into consideration what should
be done with the two Chiefs, it was deemed advisable to send them out of the
country at once, ‘and it was hoped that theirabsence, a few days’ reflection, and,
our assuring them that they should never again return to Bonny, would satisfy
the people.

The two Chiefs were immediater sent away; a. communication forwarded
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on shore, intimating what had been done, and hoping that they would resume

their intercourse with us as formerly : this message, instead of being met in the

spirit we anticipated, was received in the most Violent manner, and the fiendish

and frenzied feeling, we hoped was allayed, burst forth again; all further

communication with us was forbidden, under a threat, unless the two men were

returned, nothing besides would pacify 0r appease them, and they were

distinctly seen dragging guns into a position to bear upon the ships, and making

other demonstrations sufficiently convincing of their hostile intentions.
It was decided that Mr. Hemingway should at once he sent to Fernando

P0 to consult you, and endeavour to obtain the services of one of Her Majesty’s

ships to assist in bringing matters to an amicable conclusion.
After Mr. Hemingway had left, we sent several times to the people, as we

were desirous of keeping open the'communication, in hopes that they would be

induced to listen to our proposals ; but in vain we argued, and did all that‘men

could, without descending to weakness. They would not hear, and at last

refused to listen. They insisted upon the two men being delivered up, to the

laws and justice of their country, by which they had been tried and found

guilty : as this message was accompanied with strong assurances of 110 ill—

feeling prevailing in their minds towards the white people, that if the men had

escaped themselves, or even been taken away by the Consul, they would have

acknowledged the legality of their removal, but that as they were taken away

by a trader in his own boat, they were not, according to their laws, entitled to

the 'behefitvof the pi'otection of white men.
We then held another meeting to discuss the message and deliberate upon

what was best to be done. After five 01' six hours’ consultation, it was determined

to send Mr. Witt to Fernando P0, with a letter to Mr. Hemingway rescinding his:

former instructions, and insisting upon the two men being brought back here.

Meantime, we would exert ourselves in every possible way to avoid a further

effusion of blood : but should all our efforts unfortunately fail, we had but one

alternative, however painful and repulsive to our feelings it might be, viz., that

he must. demand them to be given up, in whosesoever custody they were,

and that we should hold that party responsible who refused to comply with our

re nest. ‘

q We trust that your endeavours may meet with success. We shall be most

happy to render you all the advice and assistance in our power, and hereby
' tender you our services. V

We have to request that you will be kind enough to convey to Captain

Skene our thanks, and appreciation of his kindness in so promptly attending to

our wishes.
“’6 are all extremely indebted to you for the decisivemanner in which you

have acted on this and on all other occasions when we have had to solicit your

valuable assistance and advice. _ v
We have, 81c.

(Signed) W. H. L. CORRAN.
E. WYLIE.
CHAS. CAINE.
JOHN GLANVILE
J. A. STOVVE. '
G. W. S. WITT.
\V. YALLOP.

 

AInclosure 4 in No. 48.

Acting Consul Lynslager and Commtmder Skene to the Chiefs of the River Bonny. ‘

Gentlemen, “ Philomel',” Bonny Riaer, September 6, 1855.

WE have to inform 'you that we have arrived here in the above-named
Ivessel. We are deeply sorry to hear of the death of King Dapho, and of the
melancholy circumstances which attended his demise. , '

We have, however, to inform you that our present visit is with no intention
to interfere inyour country customs; that we visit you with no hostile purpose,
but to endeavour to restore and reestablish your trade in the riverwith the.
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British vessels now laying here, and which must be the cause of a ruinous loss to

11.
yo We are apprised that you have made a demand for the persons of Yaniboo

and Ishacco. These two Chiefs have placed themselves under the mighty

protection of the Queen of England’s representatives, and they hever can be

given up to you on any account. However, as their presence in this place might

rohably lead to dissensions among you, we promise you that they never again

will set foot in the River Bonny; which we are perfectly certain will at once meet

with your approVal, and, we hope, satisfy your demands. . You well know that.

any person who claims British protection always nieets With such; and we are

confident the Bonny Chiefs will, when they read this, at once resume the trade

of the river.
As we wish to have a conference with you as to the appointment of a Head

or. Chief for the river, and to make arrangements for the re-establishment of

trade, we hope that you will meet us on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel,”

to-morrow, at 11 o’clock foreuoon, for that purpose. As you may have a feeling

of fear to come on board Her Majesty’s ship, we promise you, on the word of

British oflicers, that your persons are safe and inviolable, that you may come

and return as you deem proPer, and that a boat carrying a flag of truce, which,

you know, is a sign of “ safety ” to all, and recognized by all nations, will attend

you on your passage.
The two Chiefs were placed under our protection previous to the arrival of

Mr. Witt in Fernando Po, and no influence then could he of any avail to carry

them back in accession to your demand.

So many women, children, and slaves belonging to Yaniboo and Ishacco

having been already sacrificed, we trust, gentlemen, that you will give these two

men their lives. You are aware that they are poor men, now; they have to

commence again, and have, as you term it, “fall down.”

Once more, gentlemen, we beg to reassure you that your persons are

perfectly safe; and again, as British officers, we pledge you our word of honour

that you will be perfectly at liberty to return.

As the vessel is laying far down the river, we wish you to' state to the

bearer of this if you wish the vessel brought further up, and if boats are to he

sent for you. Waiting for an early answer, we are, &c.

(Signed) , J. W. B. LYNSLAGER,
Acting British Consul, Bight of Biafm.

JOHN Mo D. SKENE,-
Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Philomel,” ,

Senior Oficer of the Eights Division.

 

'Inclosure 5 in No. 48.

Mr. Corran to the Chiefs of Bonny.

_ “ Fanny,” Bonny River, August 25, 1855.

AFTER so many of our surgeons had attended to the late King, and
prescribed medicines for him, Which you all very well know he refused to take,
and inquiring as we did from those doctors the cause of his illness, and doing all
we could to relieve him, we are surprised that you should accuse us of indifference,
When, individually and collectively, we have occasion and do feel very great
sorrow, that such an unfortunate and untoward event occurred—all he too
sorry; and doctor say, “ Poison no kill King.”

Fred Pepple and Yanihoo sought our protection, and you know very well—
it is a custom established and recognized amongst yourselves—that if a man runs
away from any supposed danger and seeks protection, 'or places himself under
the protection, of a Chief, that Chief shields him from harm. We only did the
same; and, to meet your wishes, those‘men are now on their way to Fernando
Po, and Will never be seen in Bonny again, unless the Bonny Chiefs wish them
to return with the Consul when he next visits the river. We expect this course
Will fully satisfy the Bonny Chiefis, because they must know and feel as Chiefs
and gentlemen themselves, that we could not deliver up those men to be murdered
in cold blood. , ’ ‘

Understand, Bonny Chiefs, if you wish those two men to be brought back
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to Bonny, the British Consul shall bring them; but we do think and hope their

being for ever banished will satisfy you. '

We are keeping the “ Blondine ” here purposely to be able to send down to

Fernando P0 in her your resolutions. Surely your own good sense and feeling

would prefer this unfortunate affair being arranged by your old friends (the

supercargoes) and yourselves, than by the interference of the Consul and man-

of—war.
We would not let Yaniboo and Fred Pepple go to New Calabar, because

they showed us very clearly how very easy it would be for Calabar and Creeka

men to injure Bonny and to put an entire stoppage to their ever going to the fair

again; but we don’t wish that, we don’t want any wanwan thing to come for

Bonny from any country ; we want all wanwan palaver to go for bush, and no

Bonny man to ’member nurrer ting—but white man be him friend.

A true COpy of this was fairly made out and sent on shore, signed by
(Signed) W. H. L. CORRAN. 7

Recollect, gentlemen, long, long time ago your fathers’ fathers made white

man joo-jOo; and when the big joo-joo time came, any canoe which could get

alongside a ship, or any boy Who could eventouch a rope, was safe; and although

a dozen joo joo canoes were around, not one dare put a hand upon them. Don’t

some of you remember Moro Castle saving his oil and canoe from King Pepple,

by proving one Of his boys had hold of a rope alongside the “ Commerce,” before

the King’s boys touched his canoe ?

A copy of this was added to the accompanying letter, and signed by

. (Signed) W. H. L. CORRAN.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 48.

The Chiefs of the River Bonny to the Chairman of the Court of Equity.

Bonny, Saturday, August 25, 1855.

THE Bonny Chiefs beg to say that they have no mouth for white man.

Unless Fred Pepple and Yaniboo are given up to them, that they will not

go to fair, pay their debt, or trade. They believe that they poisoned the late

King; that Fred Pepple was the first man to put guns into his house and to

fire; that the white man never asked any question, but took them unknown to us,

at which we are vexed.
Fred Pepple’s own houseman (Tyarrun) told the Bonny Chiefs that Fred

poisoned the late King. That the late King was their own choosing. That they

are vexed that the white men did not inquire about the King’s death, but pro-

tected the men who killed him. ‘

 

Inclosure 7 in No. 48.

The Chiefs of the River Bonny to; the Chairman of the Court of Equity.

Bonny, Saturday, August 25, 1855.

THE Bonny Chiefs do not want Fred Pepple or Yaniboo to go to Fernando

Po, but to be given up to them in Bonny. The Consul did not take him away ;

he be trade man take him. Suppose he Will not give them up, trade must stand

still, if it be for 20 years. ' This no be man—of—War palaver. Suppose you

bring man-of-war and fire shot for Benny, and burn house, them trust will be

expensive to you to bamboo matte and sand for build house. This is the last

mouth we have for white man, unless Fred Pepple and Yaniboo be given up to

us. We know King be poisoned; Doctor know nothing about it.
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Inelosure 8 in No. 48.

The Supercargoes of the River Bonny to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, “ Fanny,” Bonny River, September 6, 1855.

MESSRS. CAINE AND STOWE took your letter on shore and read it to

Allally and some others, who remarked it was too late then to call a general

meeting, as several of the Chiefs Were absent in the small countries; but

Messrs. Caine and Stowe were requested to be on shore to-morrow morning at

10 o’clock, accompanied by one of Her Majesty’s officers in full uniform, When.

there would be a general attendance of Bonny Chiefs, &c., to discuss its

contents.
They do not implicitly credit that the brig at anchor off Breaker Island is

really one of Her Majesty’s vessels, but are inclined to the opinion that it is the

“ Blondine,” and‘ no doubt this is the reason for their wishing to see a “ man-of-

war officer,” and they particularly requested he should haye his epaulettes on.

It is very fortunate “ Philome ” anchored where she is, for they state most

positively that if she had come up at once, and anchored with the shipping,

Bonny would immediately have been deserted, as they have sent all their

valuables out of the town, and their canoes are a11'1'ealdy to carry themselves

away.
We are, 8w?

(Signed) W. H. L. CORRAN.
CHAS. CAINE.
J. A. STOWE.
E. WYLIE.

 

Inclosure 9 in No. 48.

Minutes of a Conference held at the house of Anne Pepple, Chief of the River

' Bonny, on Friday, the 7th of September, 1855.

Present z—LIEUTENANT BOGER, of Her Majesty’s ship “Philomel,”
Mr. T. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannie Majesty’s Consul; Captain C.

Caine, ship “ Magnolia ;” Captain S. Stowe, ship “ Belle ;” Who went on shore

under flags of truce : When Anne Pepple, Manilla Pepple, Jack Brown, Captain
Hart, John Wilson Pepple, Black Foobra, Warasow, George Goodhead, Dublin

Green,‘ Finebone, Tom Brown, Jack Telefer, King Holiday, Ada Allison, John

Africa, Boniface, Gozo Foobra, Dick Telefer (deputy), Chiefs of the River

Bonny, assembled.
Captain Caine read the letter addressed to the Chiefs by the Acting British

Consul, and Commander Skene, of Her Majesty’s ship “Philome ;” a transla-

tion of the same, rendered into broken English as spoken by the natives of
Bonny, was then read.

The Chiefs then retired to consult on their answer, and returned in about
five minutes. .

. Anne Pepple, on the part ofhis brother Chiefs, stated that they had no palaver
for any white man. When Mr. Beecroft elected the late King he stated that he was
to be King for all country. He was a young man and has died; we are all very sorry
for this. On the King’s death Ischaeco, or Fred Pepple, put guns in his house.
The Chiefs wished to find the cause of the King’s death. Fred was getting his
canoe ready to proceed to market; on being asked to join the Chiefs he said “yes.”
He then went to his house and told his people to shoot any one who came nigh
the house. Our country fashion or custom is, if any man kill King he must
die. If twenty Chiefs combine to kill the King, they must all be killed. Next
day the Chiefs heard that Captain, Witt had taken'Fred Pepple, 01: Ischacco, off
to his sh1p; they sent three boys beionging to Anne Pepple to Fred’s house, to
see if this was the case ; on the boys approaching the house Fred’s boys fired on
them, when two were killed and one wounded. We then commenced to kill
bred and Yamboo’s people. Twe of Fred’s slaves gave us information that
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Fred and Yaniboo had given the King poison, and according to our laws their

lives were forfeited. If a man takes a canoe and goes to an English vessel and

seeks protection, we cannot touch him, as he is then under the English flag;

but Fred and Yaniboo went off in a boat, and we do not think that is right.

We think Fred killed the King to get a new one of his own. We wrote to the

supereargoes, desiring that they would not take the men out of the river; if a

man-of-war take them away that is all right, but trade man should not take

them. We have no palaver for any white man. All we demand is Fred Pepple

and Yaniboo; if we cannot get them, trade must stand still. ‘ »

Lieutenant Boger then explained to the Chiefs that the “ Philomel” had

arrived in the river with the Acting Consul, not for the purpose of interfering in

any of their country fashions or customs, but to reestablish the trade, and to

assist them in appointing a head or Chief. Leave was asked for the “ Philomel”

to come up the river, the distance from the shipping being so long that it was

very inconvenient. ‘ '

The Chiefs, after a few moments" consideration, granted leave ~ for the

“ Philomel ” to come up the river.
, Lieutenant Boger then requested the Chiefs to inform him what time they

would Visit the Consul on board the “ Philomel.”
The Chiefs at once distinctly stated they would not visit a man-of—war; and

in reply to Lieutenant Boger’s question, would they meet on board a’trade ship ?

they'gave the same answer.
Lieutenant Boger stated that if they were afraid, two officers of Her

Majesty’s ship “ Philomel ” would remain on shore as hostages, during their

conference With the Consul.
This was also flatly refused.
King Holiday rose in a state of great excitement, and said that they did

not want a man-of—war; that they did not want the Consul ; that they did not

want any palaver; theyonly want Fred Pepple and Yaniboo, and if they do not

get them, all the ships may go away. ' . '
Lieutenant Boger explained to the Chiefs that these men - having taken

refuge on board of an English vessel, that the captain could not deliver them up

again without making himself amenable to the laws ofEngland; and these men

now being under the protection of the British flag, that the authorities neither

could nor Would redeliver them.
The Chiefs gave this as their answer to the Consul, and the conference

broke up. , -

_ (Signed) THOS. M. SIMPSON, ,
Clerk of the Conference.

 

Inelosure 10 in No. 48.

Declaration.

To all whom it may concern. 7

WHEREAS it has been represented to us by the Chiefs of the Bonny river,

that the amount of comey hitherto deducted for the maintenance ‘of ex—King

Pepple is a grievous tax upon the country, and one which, under existing

circumstances they are unable to pay, it is hereby ordered, that in future no

further allowance be made to eX-King Pepple from the comey of the ships laying

in this river. V

Given under our hands at Bonny, this 12th September, 1855. _

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER,
Acting British Consul, Bight 0f Biafra.

JOHN MOD. SKENE, -

Cam'mander of Her Britannia Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Philbmel,”

and Senior Ofit‘cer, Eights Division.

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 11 in No. 48.

Declaration.

To all Wham it may concern.

WHEREAS, in consequence of the death of King Dapho, of this river, it

has become necessary to establish a Regency (until an heir shall become of age)

fer the government of the country, the protection of British interests, and the

fulfilment of the existing Treaties, Slave Trade and Commercial, we do hereby

nominate, appoint, and empower the under-mentioned Chiefs to act as and

constitute that regency, viz. :—

Anne Pepple, Captain Hart,
Ada Allison, Manilla Pepple.

The last of these four Chiefs, Manilla Pepple, in all cases, consulting With

Bannego and Oko Jumbo, two gentlemen of the river.
We therefore empower these Chiefs, constituting that Regency, to act as

may be required of them for the good government of the country, and that all

British subjects Will abide by the requests or decisions of such Regency, and

refer all matters or questions of dispute to them.
Given under our hands, on board Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Philomel,”

laying in the River Bonny, this 11th day of September, 1855.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER, .

Acting British Consul, Eight of Biafra.
JOHN Mo D. SKENE,

Commander of Her Britannia Mcy'esty’s steam-vessel “Philomel,”
and Senior Oficer of the Bights Division;

 

Inelosure 12 in No. 48.

Declaration.

To all whom it may concern.
WHEREAS a Regency has been established in the River Bonny, it is

hereby ordered that in future all comeys due by ships entering the river shall be

paid to the following persons constituting that Regency? or to any person that

may be appointed to receive the same, viz. :

Anne Pepple', Captain Hart,
Ada Allison, Manilla Pepple.

And that on no consideration are any comeys to be stopped on account of any
debts the late King may owe. ‘

Given under my hand, on board Her Britannic MajeSty’s ship “ Philome ,”
in the River Bonny, this 12th September, 1855. ‘

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER,
Her Britannia Majesty’s “Acting Consul, Bight of Biafm.

 

Inclosure 13 in N0. 48.

Second Additional Article to the Commercial Treaty with the King and Chiefs
of the New Calabar River, dated October 2, 1850.

ARTICLE 1.

THAT in one week from this date, it be deemed illegal for any supercargo
to receive from a trader an irregular cask; that the tradeupuncheon be a regular
38-inch cask; and should any trader bring a. regular cask of less dimensions and
gallonage, he must make good the difference. Should he, however, dispute the
(guage of the supercargo, he may be allowed to take his cask of oil away.  
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ARTICLE II.

That any breach of the above Article shall be punished as follows, viz :-—

Any native offering such a cask for sale shall befined one puncheon of palm

oil—the [luncheon in question to be held as security for the fine ; and any white

trader receiving or purchasing oil in such irregular cask be fined five puncheons

of palm oil.

ARTICLE 111..

, Should any trader dispute the fact of the puncheon being out which has

been ofl‘ered for sale, the matter to be referred by both parties to the Chairman

9f the New Calabar Committee, Who shall endeavour to settle the matter

himself, but failing to do so to the satisfaction of both parties, shall eall a

meeting of the Whole of the members, whose decision shall be final. '

ARTICLE IV.

Should any native trader object to the size of a cask which he is receiving

from a supercargo, and that supercargo insist upon him taking it, he may, if he

chooses, apply to the Chairman of the Calabar Committee to measure said cask,

and 3110:1116. it be found to exceed a 38~inch cask, the cask shall be'forfeited to

said tra‘ er. '

ARTICLE V.

That the first and second Articles of the Additional Treaties made on the

tenth January last, be from and after this date considered null and void, and are

hereby rescided. , ‘ i '

Given under our hands, on board Her Britannia Majesty’s ship “Minx,”

in the New Calabar river, this fifteenth day of September, one thousand eight

hundred and fifty-five;h
is his

(Signed) King {>4 Amacree. . (Signed) Yellow {>4 Duke.
mark. mark.

his -
hi5 .

Will >4 Barboy. George N Amacree
mark. mark.

_ his his
Harry N Braid. Don M Pedre. V

mark. mark.

his ' " his

Emanuel {>4 Jack M Rich.

mark. ' .v mark.

' _ his‘ his '

Prince {>4 Will. War N Mate.

mark. his

his
his.

Big N Harry. Standfast N Jack.
mark. ‘ mark.

his
his .

George N Will. Tiger N Amaeree.

mark. , mark. , ~

. his
'

Black M Duke.
' .. f mark.

(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Acting British Consul,
Bight of Biafra.

Richd. Hy. Roe, Lieutenant Commanding.

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary .to Her Britannia

Majesty’s Consul. *

John Glanvile, “Peru.”

John La French, “ Swami”

W. H. L. Corran, “ St. Andrew.”

., J. A. Stowe, “ Belle.”

4 G. H. S. Witt, “Swiftswe.”

E. Wylie,“‘Ambrosine and Sarah.”

W. B. Whatton, “Lord Elging”

Chas. Caine, “ Magnolia.”
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Inclosure 14 in No. 48.

Acting Oonsul Lynslager to Commander Skene.

Sir, “ Philomel,” River Bonny, September 12, 1855.

THE presence of Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel” hei‘e, under your coir}—

mand, has restored quietness among the natives, and the trade has been agam

resumed with the British vessels laying here. . .

The able assistance yourself and Lieutenant Bozer have glven me, has

tended in a great measure to this result; and I return you my most smoere

thanks for that assistance, without which there would have been a very senous

loss to several British merchants, the natives holding trust to the amount of

80,0002. sterling, and the value of the shipping and cargoes being of the esti-

mated value of 800,0001. sterling, which was much endangered prev1ous to your

timely arrival, but which is now quite safe. - . ' .

I am certain you must see the urgent necessuy for'the Consul v1s1t1ng the

rivers more frequently thanhas been the custom, to arrange any d1fferences that
may arise between the supercargoes and natives. ' . _ -'

As Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “Minx” is how 1n the mver, I beg to request
that you will permit her to proceed to the Rivers New Zalabai’, Old Calabar,
Cameroons and Bimbia. V

These rivers have not been visited since February last, and several applica-
tions have been made to me to Visit them, but my requisition for Her Majesty’s
Steam-ship “Antelope” could not be complied with, 'and although the “Minx”
is rather unfitted for that purpose, having little accommodation, I will take
advantage of this opportunity, as another maiy not gccur for some time.

am, *0. .
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 15 in N0. 48.

Acting Cowsul Lg/nslager to the Regents of the River Bonny.

Gentlemen, “Minx,” River Bonny, September 18, 1855

I AM extremely sorry to hear that many cases of theft and insolence
occurred yesterday on board of several ships in the river.

I sincerely hope that on the supercargoes making a complaint to you of
such cases, and furnishing you with the names of partiee who may so commit
themselves, that you will at once take such steps as may be deemed necessary
to prevent them in future.

You will please to make it known to the people of' Bonny that no insolence
is to be used With the white men, under pain of your displeasure; and as I now
hold you responsible for the good government of the country, I trust you will
prove yourselves equal to the high station you now hold, and give satisfaction
to the British supercargoes now trading in your river.

In the hope that you will do all in your power to preventsuch occurrences
in future, I am, 850. » - V ‘

(Signed) J . W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 16 ‘in No. 48.

LIST of Fred Pepple’s Property in andvaround the River Bonny. August 1855.

8,160 Manillas. Householdvfumiture and cooking utensils, &c.
4,000 ditto. . . I gig canoe.
8,000 ditto, hidden under ground. , 3 messenger canoes.
100 pieces ginghams. 1 chest- drawers, cost 1 puncheou.

1 chest drawers, cost 1 puncheon, containing 3 brass pans, cost 3-;— puncheqns.
20 pieces Bandanas. ’ 22 large iron pots.

7 8 cases, containing various cloths. l2 ditto.
2 large brass pans, cost 3 punchec‘ms. , 3 50-gallon iron pots.
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Oil in the Ahumhala. to the amount of 53

puncheons.
Ditto ditto, 36 puncheons.

22 various—sized canoe guns. ,, ,,

1 oil canoe, carrying 10 puncheons.
1

1

1

3 pistols, cost 2 puncheons. l ,, ,, 20 ,,

l

l
I
1
I

5’ i, 9)

I) 3’ ”

D
A
Q
W

1 canoe, carrying 20 puncheons.

1 ditto, carrying 10 puncheons.
10 puncheons’ worth coral.

” ,2

n )3

I
3
3
9
?
“

3

n ’5

4,000 large shot. ,, ,, 16 ,,

8 large empty cases, cost 8 puncheons, large tub full of earthenware, cost about

4 various-sized canoe guns. 4 'puncheons oil.

1 war canoe, carryng 6 puncheons. ' 2 cases of cut bottles, cost 6 puncheons.

 

Inclosure 17 in No. 48.

LIST of Yaniboo’s Property in and around the River Bonny. August 1855.

 

12,000 to 13,000 Manillas. 7 pieces India Madras, worth 1-; puncheon oil,

10 puncheons bars. 1 small cask pig-lead. .

1 box, containing 3' pieces flannel, cost 3 '24 quarter-barrels powder.

puncheons oil. ‘ 3 coats, worth 1 puncheon.

1,140 iron bars. 3 cases of Tombo bottles, worth 4 puncheons.

8 barrels rum. 2 f'm'k coats, worth 1 puncheon. '

_2 puncheons’ worth cowries. 24 Lerpoons, worth 1 ditto.

13 ditto beads. ‘ 5 flags and G trumpets, Worth 1 ditto.

‘ 9‘ ditto coral beads. 2 hogsheads tobacco. .

I hogshead tobacco. ] case India Romalls. .

13 guns, 2m 6 lbs. ‘ 1 puncheon and 6trunks,containing merchandize.

5 swivels. 6 large iron'pots. ' .

2 brass ditto. 1 box dinner service,’cost 1 puncheon oil.

. r6 20-ga110n iron pots. v 1 box silk haudkerchiefs. .

10 chairs. 12 pieces ditto, worth ] puncheon oil.

1 canoe, carrying 10 puncheons oil. 8 puncheons difi‘erent cargo. ‘

2 ditto, carrying 5 ditto each. 75 pieces of cloth, value 5 puncheons. '

1 ditto, carrying 8 ditto. ‘ 45 puncheons trusted out to the natives of the

2 canoe-gigs. town Eyambler. ' ,

4 small canoes. 18% puncheons trusted out to the natives of the

1 canoe, carrying 9 puncheons oil. town Aquitta.

1 ditto, carrying 15 ditto. ‘ l canoe, carrying 4 puncheons oil.

800 Calabar manillas. . l ditto, carrying 4 ditto.

1 cask flints. . 1 33-inch cask full of round and grape shot.
200 tubs'salt, worth 1% puncheons oil. 6 chairs. -

1 case double-barrelled pistols, worth 1 pun- 1 chest of drawers, worth 11}- puncheon.

cheon oil. 1 piece damask, worth half-a-puncheon.

No. 49.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received November 12.)

My Lord, . Fernando Po, October 5, 1.855.

I MOST respectfufly beg leave to call your Lord'ship’s attention to the
urgent necessity there is for a Consular visit to be paid to the rivers in this
jurisdiction every four months at least. When a longer period ‘elapses the
natives immediately come to the conclusion that the supercargOes have no
protection, and British intereSts suffer materially thereby.

It is also highly requisite that one of Her Majesty’s steam-vessels, of a
light draught ofwater, and of sufficient horse-power to stem currents and head-
winds, should be devoted for these periodical visits, as Her Majesty’s steam.

vessel “ Minx,” now appointed for that service, is only capable of steaming very
little more than one mile an hour, which, exposes all to a longer stay in these

rivers than is requisite, and to the influence of the malaria, which may cause

fever among the ship’s crew. . V
. LieutenantCommander Roe, on my joining, was kind enough, .to erect a

house on deck With sails, 820., where I lived, sherhaving n'o spare 'accbmmodation

below; the height between deeks not being sufficient for any one to stand‘erect

renders her very uricbmfortable. "I proceed to Old Calabar, Camerobns, and
Bimbia in her on the 8th instant. ' ‘ " ' ‘ ’

' I have, &c.' - " '
(Signed) . J. W." B. LYNSLAGER.
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No. 50.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received November 12.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, October 5, 1855.

_ I BEG to acquaint your Lordship that on my recent visit to New Calabar

I requested King Amacree to inform me what he wished for his third and last

year’s presents, when he informed me that he would feel grateful to I-lerVMa-jesty’s

Government if they would forward him silver dollars for the amount due.
I have, &c.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

No. 51.

The Earl 'of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 13, 1855.

I HAVE to refer you to Mr. Lynslager’s despatch of the 27th of
January last, and more particularly to that part of the Journal of Proceedings
therein inclosed which relates to the destruction, by Her Majesty’s ship
“Antelope,” on the 19th of January, 1855, of Old Town, in the Old Calabar

river, and in which Mr. Lynslager states that, on“ consultation with Lieutenant

Young, they came to the conclusion that, after the destruction of Old Town, a
declaration should be issued prohibiting the re-erection of that town.

You will find accordingly, by reference to Inclosures Nos. 32 and 33 of

Mr. Lynslager’s above-named despatch, that on the 20th of January he addressed

letters to King Eye of Greek Town, and to Duke Ephraim of Duke Town,
ordering them to prevent any houses from being erected in Old Town under

the penalty of incurring the displeasure of Her Majesty’s; Government.
I have to acquaint you that the members of the Mission Board of the .

United Presbyterian Church at Edinburgh have addressed to me a remonstrance

complaining of these proceedings against Old Town; and as it appears to me

that this addition to the punishment inflicted upon Old Town-is unnecessarily
severe,71 have to desire that, on your arrival at your post, you will inquire into

the existing disposition of the inhabitants of the Old Calabar district; and if

there should be no strong grounds for continuing in force the prohibition issued

by Mr. Lynslager, you Will inform the Chiefs who have been expelled from Old
Town that, if they will enter into a Treaty with Great Britain, solemnly under-

taking to abolish human sacrifices, the use of the poison-nut, and the practice
of killing twin children, and if they will by the same Treaty engage to suppress
the Slave ‘ Trade, to expel European slave-dealers, and to protect Christian
missibnaries, Her Majesty’s Government will recall the interdict which prehi-
bited them from rebuilding. their town on its former site.

' I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘No. 52. .

The Earl of Clarendon toy Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, November 23, 1855.

. I HAVE received your despatch of the 5th of October,* inclosing
the Journal of your Proceedings at Bonny and New Calabar between the 2nd

and 20th of September, the contents of which Journal relate principally to the

rupture and subsequent renewal of commercial intercourse between the netiVes
and the British supercargoes at Bonny, which rupture appears to have been

"‘ No.43.
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brought on in cqnsequence of the rescue of two native Chiefs having been

effected by one of the British supercargoes.
It appears also from your despatch that these two Chiefs arrived at Fernando

P0 in a state of utter destitution, and that, as they were without the means of

getting a livelihood, you allotted to them and their Seven servants an. allowance
amounting in all to 93. a-(lay, to be continued until you should receive instruc-

tions thereupon. V
‘ And your despatch further states that Anne Pepple, one of the Bonny

Chiefs, wishes you to take charge of two sons and a daughter of the banished

King Pepple, who are now in Jew-Jew Town ; and you propose, with regard to
this application, that a portion of the 4,000 dollars due to Pepple from Her
Majesty’s, Government should be appropriated to the education of these children
at Sierra Leone. ~

I have to acquaint you that I will recommend to the Lords of Her Majesty’s
Treasury that you should be indemnified for the expenditure Which you Shall
have incurred up to the time of your receiving this despatch, on account of the
maintenance of the two refugee Chiefs and of their attendants ; and in the

meantime you will transmit to me an account of that expenditure. But I have
to stateto you, at the same time, that, although I am glad to learn that these
men have been rescued from the vengeance of their countrymen, and that the

dispute between the Bonny Chiefs and the British supercargoes has been satis-

factorily settled through your intervention; yet Her Majesty’s Government
cannot authorise the British Consul for the Bight of Biafra to take upon himself
permanently to maintain the refugee. Chiefs, nor to provide either for the

Continued safe custody of the ex-King Pepple 01' for the edueation of his

children, because these are objects for which the British Consul at Fernando Po

cannot properly be expected to find funds ; inasmuch as Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment might not only become'involved in a large extent of unforeseen expendi-

ture, but also in many embarrassing local'feuds, if the Chiefs of the-different

rivers of the Bights of Benin and Biafra, and the British supercargoes trading

with them, should be encouraged to suppose that the British Consul has been

placed at Fernando Po for the purpose of maintaining an asylum there for all

refugee Chiefs, or of keeping in confinement any expelled Rulers who may have

made themselves obnoxious to their subjects or to the British trading commu—
nities. '

. I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON. ‘

 

No. 53.

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Lynslager. H

Sir, Foreign Ofi'ce, November 23, 1855.

WITH reference to that part of your despatch of the 5th October"

which relates to your visit to New Calabar, and in which you requesttobe

infbtmed whether you have done right in paying to the “ Patriotic Fund ” the

amount of a fine imposed by you upon a British Captain at New Calabar for a

breach Of the regulations respecting trade, I have to state to you that it appears

to me that these fines should not be sent home, but that'they mightflbe paid

over to the Chairman of the New Calabar Committee, to he applied by him for

local purposes beneficial to the trading community at that plgazce.‘ '

' , am, e. , ~
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

5‘ No. 48."
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No. 54.

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul I/ynslager.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 23, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 5th of ()etobe1‘;*" and I have to

inform you that the request made by King Amacree that the amount due to
him for presents from Her Majesty’s Government should be paid in silver
dollars, has been referred to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 55.

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Ly’nslager.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 7, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch to you of the 23rd ultimo,1L I have to
acquaint you that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury W111
be prepared to defray the expense (at the rate of 93. per diem) whieh you may
have incurred, up to the receipt of my above despatch, in maintaimng the two
African Chiefs Yaniboo and Ishacco, mentioned in your despatch of the 5th of
Octoberj:

' I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 56.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, December 7, 1855. V
HAVING represented to the Lords of the Admiralty that it is of import-

ance that ‘you should be enabled to proceed in a. man-of-war to visit the rivers of
the Bight of Biafra once in every three months, I have to inform you that a
letter has been received from the Admiralty, stating that directions have been
given to Commodore Adams to provide for this service, if the other exigencies
of the station will admit of his doing so.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

e No. 57.

Acting Consul Lynslagm‘ to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received December 19.)

MyLord, V ' Fernando Po, October 31, 1855.
__ I HAVE the honour to inelose herewith my Journal of Proceedings in

the River 01d Calabar in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Minx}? Lieutenant-
Commander Roe.

Your Lordship will observe that my time was occupied in endeavouring to
get the Chiefs to come to an amicable arrangement for the payment of the trust
owing to the British supercargoes, which they were very dilatory in paying.

I sincerely hope your Lordship Will approve of the measures I took to
obtain a clearance of these debts.

I am extremely sorry, my Lord, that I was compelled to request Mr. Kerr
to order Mr: Morgan, supercargo for Messrs. Stuart and Douglas, of Liverpool
to leave Her Majesty’s vessel 3 but the expressions and insinuations he thought

9' No. 50.- f N03 52. i No. 48.
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fit to Iliake use of to me on that quarter-deck, and which I have fully explained
in my Journal, justify and fully bear out the necessity of my adopting such

measures, when I had been endeavouring to give him an equal share with the
other supercargoes in rotation.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure l in No. 57.

Journal of Proceedings in the Rivet Old Calaba'r.

Monday, October 8, 1855.———EMBARKED in Her Majesty’s steam-ship
“ Minx,” for the River 01d Calabar.

Tuesdm , October 9.—-—At 2 P.M., off the bar at the entrance of the river, and
proceeded up with a light sea-breeze. At 1130 P.M., anchored, in consequence
of the “ Minx” being unable to proceed against the ebb-ticle. v

Wednesday, October 10.—‘—G0t under-way at noon, and. proceeded. 4 P.M.,
anchored a little below Duke Town. Wrote the supereargoes and missionaries
as per Inclosures Nos. 2 and 3. The supercargoes, With the exception of
Mr. Morgan, called on board ; and on inquiring if theyhad any grievances to
lay before me, they one and all stated they were perfectly unable to obtain their
trust from the natives; that King Eyo was now disposing of his oil to a person
of the name of Nieoll, a coloured man from Sierra Leone, who shipped it to
England in the mail-packets; that Nicoll had only a very few goods on his
arrival there, and had only obtained a few packages since, and the supercargoes
were very much inclined to believe that Eyo was shipping the-oi] on his own
account; that that oil was shipped in the casks lent to the natives by the super-
cargoes, who were thus robbed of them; that King Eyo, by giving this person
his oil, or shipping it on his own account, was detaining the British merchant-
vessels by not paying his trust, and that he was also very lax in enforcing the
payment of trust for which he stood guarantee. I requested the supercargoes
to give me a written statement of the same.

Thursday, October 11.—Received a letter from Mr. Anderson, which I beg
to inelose (Inclosure No. 4); also one from the supercargoes, which I also inclose
(Inclosure No. 5). Mr. Morgan, supereargo of the vessels “ Ellen Stuart,”
"' Lady Head,” and “ Mars,” called on board in the forenoon; and on my asking
him if he had any complaint or grievance, he answered, None whatever. He
lemained some time in conversation with me relative to the oil owing to him
by King Eye. Mr. Morgan, who is an agent for the house of Messrs. Stuart
and Douglas, of Liverpool, had arranged with King Eyo, some time since, to
bring out a small vessel (the “ Mars ”) laden with a cargo of salt and brass rods,
for Which King Eyo was to pay a certain quantityof oil within a given period.
King Eyo failed in doing so ; and Mr. Morgan stated to me that Eye said I told
him (Eyo), on my visit in January last, not to pay Morgan until he had paid all
the trust he' had from other ships, and Mr. Morgan put down the detention
of the “Mars ” to my having said so. I informed Mr. Morgan that I called
the attention of King Eye, in January last, to the IVth and Vth Articles of the
Commercial Treaty entered into on the‘17th April, 1852, but did not give any
such instruction to King Eyo as he had mentioned. = ,

In keeping in view the contents of your Lordship’s despatch of the
9th May last, relative to the system of trade in these rivers, I considered it
highly necessary to assemble the King, Chiefs, and traders, to remonstrate with
them on their conduct in obtaining trust, which they evidently never intended
to repay. The natives of Greek Town were inclined to be insolent to the super-
cargoes when asked for their trust, they fancying themselves safe from any
hostile measures being taken against them by a man~of—war, in consequence of
their town being so high up the river, through a rather narrow creek, but Where
the water was deep. . ' -

Without givingtruet to these people, it is impossible to trade with them.
A vessel belonging to Messrs. C. Horsfall and Sons, of Liverpool (of Which
T. B. Horsfall, Esq., M.P. for Liverpool, is a partner), named the “ Garrow,”
Captain Thompson, supercargo, arrived in that river in January last, with the
intention of trading on the readydnoney system, having a choice cargo to meet

CLASS B. '
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the market. At the end of three weeks he had not received one gallon of oil,
as the natives would not go near him, in consequence of his not giving any
trust ; he was then obliged to give in to the system to fill his vessel. This fair
trial has shown that unless trust is given, no trade can be made.

As I wished to see King Eyo, I thought it advisable t." get the “ Minx ” to
proceed up to Greek Town, to show the natives that a British man-of—war had
access» to their village. I consulted the supercargoes on the practicability of
taking her up there, and they said that, from her light, draught of water, it was
quite possible, without any danger to the vessel. I accordlngly requested
Commander Roe to proceed, there. In the evening, I am sorry to say, he was
attacked with bilious fever.

Friday, October 12,—C01‘nmander Roe still unwell, and unable to proceed
to Creek Town. '

Saturday, October 13.——~Uommander Roe no better this morning. Conn
sidered it advisable to defer going to Creek Town till Monday.

Sunday, October 14.-—Commander Roe much the same. Fine clear day.
Monday, October l5.—-Commander Roe still unwell. At 8 AM. super~

cargoes came on board, and we proceeded for Creek Town; Captain Crompton
kindly piloting the vessel through the windings 0f the creek. The “Minx”
proceeded safe up to an anchorage in sight of the town : sent a boat for King
Eyo, Who shortly afterwards came off in his canoe, accompanied by his brother
and several Chiefs. They appeared astonished at one of Her Majesty’s ships
of war having got up so close to their town. I explained to them that I had
come to pay them a Visit, to show them that they were within reach of a war-
ship, as well as Duke Town. They were very civil and quiet. Arranged with
than for a meeting to be held on board the “ Minx,” at Duke Town, next day,
to make arrangements for the payment of the trust due to the British super-
cargoes. They then took their leave. I am sorry to say the “Minx” grOunded
as the tide fell, and lay for two hours in that position, but no damage or hurt
was received. At 5 P.M. got under way again, and prqceeded down to Duke
Town, where we anchored at 8'80 RM. Wrote to Duke Ephraim and Chiefs!
requesting they would attend the meeting next day. Commander Roe still
Suffering. '

‘ Tuesday, October 16;—~At ll A.?J. King Eyo, Prince Eyo, and Chiefs, with
the variOus supercargoes, assembled. Duke Ephraim sent off a message that he
was sufl‘ering' from an attack of dysentery, and was unable to come Off to the
ship. The other Chiefs refused to come, in consequence of the Duke being
unable. Arranged to go on shore next day and see hind, the supercargoes
stating that he really was ill, and had been so for some days. ‘

' I opened the meeting by reading to King Eyo and his people the letter
from the supercargoes ; and informed King Eyo that he was acting very unjustly
to the supercargoes and English merchants, who had so long been his friends, in
sending oil to England, thus defrauding them out of their lawful debts, and
transacting business with a perfect stranger. ,

King Eyo, in- reply, stated that he had received clot , guns, brass-rods,
iron-bairs; &c., from Mr. Nicoll ; that he (Mr. Nieoll) had also paid Duke and
himself comey, the same as the vessels ; that this had been a very dry season
for oil, in consequence of which he had not been in a position to liquidate his
debts, but appealed to the supercargoes if he did not always do so.

I suggested that Eyo should pay his debts in the same manner as he had
done before—that was, by giving each ship what he styled a “ market,” or the
quantity of oil brought down from the interior by his canoes at one time.

‘ The King, in reply, said he could not do so; that the white men bothered
him too much; that he had no peace from them day or night, from their
repeated calls onhim for oil.

Captain Davies charged King Eyo with breaking- his agreements; that he
had broken an engagement with Captain Calvert (now deceased), and whose
vessel Captain Davies had, now taken charge of, being in the same employ.

I explained to King Eyo and Chiefs that vessels waiting here for trust were
incurring very heavy expenses, and at great risk of health for all the crew; that
Eyo had no right to ship oil to England till once his trust was paid; and that
he, as King, ought to protect the white men who paid him comey for that pro;
tection ; and that he ought to make his people who had received trust pay the
oil clue; that debtors in England, when unable to pay, were put in prison; that
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I thought it would be necessary to make an example of one or more of those

parties who would not pay, by taking them away to Fernando Po until their

friends had paid the debts. This appeared to have the desired effect of startling

them. I had occasion to reprimand young Eyo, who has long been spoken of

as one who will not pay, and who was insolent when requested to do so,

King Eyo stated that he could not blow “ egbo ”. on his friends, to force

payment of their debts ; that the only mode left to the supercargoes was to

imprison the debtors by detaining the party on board a vessel; but he spoke

very strongly against the .supercargoes detaining a Creek Town man for a Duke

Town man, or wise versd. He was quite willing to sign a document to legalise

the detention of a Creek Town man for any other Creek Town man Who was

indebted; and that he was also willing to sign a “ book,” to pay up his trust in

the manner I had suggested to him. ' ‘

Mr. Morgan here alluded to the case of the “ Mars” again, stating that she

only required 200 puncheons from King Eyo to fill her up ; that her detention

was solely from want of Eye’s oil. . i .

I stated that if the “ Mars” was paid first, it would be acting very unjustly

to the other supercargoes, who had been here for many months previous to the

“Mars,” and who were certainly entitled to be first paid their trust ; that his

three vessels would all be paid in turn. Mr. Morgan then asked‘me if I meant

“ that Eyo should not pay him.” I answered, “ I do not say so. You will be ’

paid in your turn.” That question he asked me three several times. I said I

was there to do justice to one and all ; that as the other supercargoes were

erfectly willing to abide by my decision as to the payment of King Eye’s debts,

which I considered the most advantageous way of clearing them Off, I would be

guided by the majority.
Mr. Morgan then said, “ II" that was the case in England when a magistrate

tried a thief, and the Court-house most probably filled with thieves, that the

majority in that case would be in favour of the prisoner.” Captain Thompson

requested to know if Mr. Morgan alluded to him as a personof that description.

Mr. Morgan then stated that he only spoke comparatively; that he simply pro-

tested against such an agreement being made, and that he would apprise his

owners of it. The meeting then broke up. t

In a conversation a few minutes afterwards with Mr. Morgan, he distinctly

stated to me, in the presence of two supercat‘goes, that “the meeting. had been

a conspiracy to ruin him.” I did not pay much heed to this ebullition of ill-

feeling on his part; but on his repeating it a second time in such an insulting

manner, on the quarter-deck of Her Majesty’s vessel, I immediately applied to

Mr. Kerr, the officer of the watch, to order Mr. Morgan out of the vessel.

Mr. Kerr went up to Mr. Morgan, when Mr. Morgan said, “ Well, Mr. Kerr,

do you mean to put that order in execution?” Mr. Kerr answered, “Cer-‘

tainly,” when Mr. Morgan immediately went into his boat.

I inclose (Inclosui'e No. 6) a list of the shipping in Old Calabar, by which

it will be seen that Mr. Morgan has three vessels in the river, whose united

V tonnage amounts to 2,568 tons. The estimate of the oil produced in Calabar in.

one year is from 4,000 to 5,000 tons, whicl only ’ exceeds the amount of

Messrs. Stuart and Douglas’ tonnage by 1,028 tons (4,500 average), leaving only

that surplus‘for the remaining vessels. Commander Roe still unwell. ‘ , v " .

Wednesday, October 17.——At 6‘30 A.M. started in a boat for Creek Town,

accompanied by Mr. Kerr, of the “ Minx,” and hi]: V Simpson, my secretary.

On arriving at King Eyo’s house, he Soon made his appearance. His house is

not yet thoroughly finished, but is a splendid wooden building, recently sent

out from Liverpool. He signed the documents agreed upon yesterday, the ,

originals of which I inclose (Inclosures Nos. 7 and 8). In cenversing with; him

I strenuously urged the necessity of his paying his debts, When, on the whole

being liquidated, hewould be in a position to dispose of his oil to any one‘he

chose. He listened very'attentively to what I said to him, and said he would
do so as early as he possibly could; that he had been. greatly bothered by the

supercargoes, and now saw that he had been misled. I have no doubt that, if

the oil season is a good one, he will do so, if in his . power. Afier remaining
about an hour, we left, and returned to the “ Minx.” _ '

. At noon, accompanied as before and by the superoargées, I again left the
“Minx,” and proceeded on shore at Duke Town to see Duke Ephraim; On
arriving at his mud palace, I found him up, and a good deal better than he had
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been for some days. I stated that I had called to inquire after his health, and

as I had found him improving, I should expect himself and Chiefs to pay me a

visit next day, to “ talk trade palaver.” This was agreed to. Commander Roe,

I am sorry to say, has not improved any yet. - .

Thursday, October 18.——At 10'15 A,.M. Duke Ephraim and several of his

Chiefs came on'board. He was looking very well. The canoes accompanying

them were all armed with muskets, 850., being full of men.

The supercargoes informed me that John and Eye Ai'ehibong, two of the

principal debtors, had not come on board. I requested the Duke to inform _me
Why they had not come. The Duke answered he did not know. We wanted

some time, to see if they would come. As I was anxious to leave the river, on

account of Commander Roe’s sickness, I requested one of the supercargoes to

go on shore,’ and see where they were, and, if possible, to bring them off With

him. Captains Davies and Cuthbertson immediately volunteered for that
service. They returned in about half—an-hour, stating that they were unable to

find them.
Captain Thompson proposed that as these two men had thus insulted

Her Majesty’s flag, by refusing to come off at my request, they should be in

future debarred from trading with any British vessel, or with having any further

communication with the shipping. Several supercargoes agreed in this, and

were Willing to. lose what trust was due to them by both parties for that purpose,

stating that it would have a most salutary effect on all the natives on future
occasions. Hogan, the pilot, and one of the principal Inen of the river, who is

rather better informed than the generality of the people, here rose and said that
a report had been circulated in the town to the effect that, if J 01111 Arohibong
went off to the man-of—wnr he would be seized and detained.

On inquiring who had given rise to this report, Hogan stated that he heard
it from a black man, who had heard it from a white man. On further inquiry
as to who the white man was, he stated that he would not tell, as it would be
prejudicial to his interests.

I here explained to the Duke and Chiefs that any person who came off to
any of Her Majesty’s vessels under such circumstances never could be detained.
After the Duke had consulted with his people for some time, he asked me if I
would give him a written document, to guarantee J01111 and Eye Archibong’s
return to shore from the “ Minx.” I immediately acquiesced in this. A docu-
ment was drawn out, which myself and Mr. Kerr signed. I handed it to Duke
Ephraim, who merely took it in his hand and returned it to me, saying I was to
keep it. The Duke then said that both John and Eyo Archibong should come
on board next day. They then took their departure.

Friday, October lQ.~——~Commander Roe still very unwell. The supercargoes
came on board at 10 A.M. They stated to me that the power of Duke Ephraim
in Duke Town was now very limited : that the younger Chiefs, John Archibong'
especially, was the ruler of the place; that the Duke had on many occasions
refused to blow “ egbo” on any one the supercargoes requested, who was indebted
to them. John Archihong came alongside rather early in his large canoe, appa-
rently quite confident. Shortly afterwards the Duke and Chiefs made their
appearance. I addressed them on the very bad system they were adopting in
taking trust from the merchant ships, which they took on. shore and squandered
away in idleness, and in upholding some of their old foolish customs.

' I then addressed the Duke, more esPecially with regard to his not enforcing
the Egbo Law. I‘drew his attention to the 'XVth Article of the Commercial
Treaty, wherein it is expressly stated that the house and property of any person
who is unable to pay his debts be forfeited and sold, the proceeds to go to the
liquidation of his debts. The Duke heard all this patiently and quietly; he had
not one word to say—in'faet he appeared to be attaid to speak. Captain Davies
produced a letter, dated the 12th May, from Duke Ephraim, regarding a native
named Black Davies, who had been detained on board Captain Davies’ vessel, a
prisoner for debt, in which the Duke promised that Captain Davies should be
paid in four weeks, but Which debt yet remained as before. After a few similar
instances of failure in agreements and promises, I stated to the Duke that I was
willing to give him one more trial with his “ egbo,” to see if it was effective,
and that I would give him five months for that purpose. This was apparently
satisfactory. He signed a document, the Original of’ which I beg to inclose
(Inclosure No.‘ 9). The meeting then dispersed. ,
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Saturday, October 20.———With regret I am sorry to say Commander Roe

is still confined, and unable to carry on the duties of the vessel. Several of the

supercargoes called in the forenoon, to bid farewell. At 3 P.M. got under weigh,

Mr. Kerr, acting mate, in charge; Captains Thompson, Straw, and Crompton

kindly accompanying us dovm the river for some distance. Every appearance of

a tornado. At 11 P.M. anchored for the evening. V

Sunday, October 21.——-Commander Roe still very ill, and suffering very much

from liver complaint. At 3 RM. Clarence Cove in sight. Heavy rains, with

thunder and lightning. At"10'15 P.M. anchored, in' Clarence Cove, when I

landed.
,

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER, .,
Acting British Consul for the Bight of Biafm.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 57.

Acting Consul Dynslager to the Supercargoes of Old Calabar.

Gentlemen, “Mime,” Old Calabar River, October 10, 1855.

, I HAVE to inform you that I have arrived here on another Consular visit,

in Her Britannia Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Minx,” Lieutenant-Commander Roe,

for the purpose of inquiring into the state of the river,~and the success.of British

interests here.
Should you have any necessity for my assistance, I have to request you will

furnish me with written statements of your grievances at your earliest con-

venience.
I am, &c. I ,

(Signed) J . W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inciosure 3 in No. 57.

' Acting Consul Lynslager to the Missionaries of the Church of Scotland,
Old Calaba’r.

Gentlemen, “Mime,” Old Calabar River, October 10, 1855.

I HAVE to inform you of my arrival here on a Consular visit, in Her

Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Minx,” Lieutenant-Commander Roe. ,

In the event of your requiring any assistance from me at this time, I beg

to request you will furnish me With full and complete written statements of the

same at your earliest Opportunity and convenience.
I am, &c. .

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 57.

The Rev. W. Anderson to Acting Consul Lynslager. _

Sir, Duke Town Mission House, October 10, 1855.

I AM in receipt of your circular to the United Presbyterian missionaries in

Old Calabar, have read it, and shall forward it to all my brethren.

Should we, on consideration, see that we need your aid in any matter,

we shall do ourselves the pleasure of availing ourselves of your kind offer of

assistance. - I

I shall pay my respects in person, when I can get a loan of a boat.
I have, &c.

(Signed) WM. ANDERSON.
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Inclosure 5 in No. 57.

The Supercargoes of Old Calabar to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, Old Calabar, October 11, 1855.

AGREEABLY to your request we now beg to say that we have many

causes of complaint against the native traders in this River Calabar. _. .

The principal one is, that when you were here last in Her Bntanule

Majesty’s ship “Antelope,” the Duke and gentlemen assembled stated to you

that their “ egbo” laws were stringent and powerful enough to compel any nature

trader to pay any debts due to the ships, and that they would put them 1n force.

In this we regret to say they have utterly failed.

As regards other causes of complaint we think that they could be better

explained in presence of the native traders When assembled before you.

We remain, &c. V U

(Signed) PETER CROMPTON, ship “ Samba,” Stuart and Douglas.
, JOS. THOMPSON, barque “ Garraw,” C'. Horsfall and Sons.

EDWARD DAVIES, ship “ Calabar,” Tyson and Rickmand.

'J. BAAK, ESQ.V,IDutch barque “Eienjdmght.”

JOS. CUTHBERTSON, Wilson am; DawsOn.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 57.

LIST of Vessels laying in the River Old Calabar, West Coast of Afx‘rica, on the 7th October, 1855;

 

 

\

1:73;;ff $3233.30. belfggng. Name of Owner. mofiatsogut. Men.|Guns. Tons. Remarks.

Galahar .. E. Davies Liverpool Tyson 8: Richmond 18 g) 3 901 C. Calvert, super-
cargo, fieceased.

Sarah .. . . ?.Crompton Ditto Stuart & Douglas 17 28 904

Mary Winch. E. Davies Ditto J. Baines & Co. 4 l3 2 232 Finished loading.

Endraght‘ .. J. Baak Amsterdam Takener 14 ‘24 4 780

Thornhill .. E. Davies Liverpool Tyson & Richmond 12 10 688 No oil in yet.

Africa. .. .. J.Guthbertson Ditto Wilson & Dawson 20 20 2 1,162

Hants .. .‘. J. K. Straw Ditto c. Horsfall & Son 2 23 1 ' 650 No oil in yet.

Lady Head. . J.S. Morgan Ditto Stuart & Douglas 10 33 868

Ellen Stuart . Ditto Ditto Ditto 7 . . . . 1,350

Mars .. Ditto Ditto Ditto . 7 , .. .. 350        
 

J. w. B. LYNSLAGER, Acting British Consul.
River Old Calabgr, October 17, 1855.

 

Inclosure 7 in ,No. 57.

Declaration.

I, KING EYO HONESTY, of Creek Town river, Old Calabar, do hereby
promise that in order to liquidate the trust now owing by me to the several
supercargoes now laying in this river, that I will in future, from and after this
date. pay to the? said supercargoes my just and lawful debts in the following
oxder, they being the vessels first in turn for payment, as the oldest outstanding
éebts; viz. :— .

' Ship “ Sarah,” Captain Crompton, supercargo;
,-, “ E‘mh‘aght,” Captain Baak, supercargo.
,, “Lady Head,” Mr. Morgan, supercargo.
,, “ Calabar,” Captain Davies for Captain Calvert; deceased.
,, “ Thornhill,” Captain Davies, supercargo. '
,, “ Africa,” Captain Cuthbertson, supercargo.
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Ship “ Mars,” Mr. Morgan, supercargo.
,, “ Ellen Stuart,” Mr. Morgan, supercargo.

,, “ Hants,” Captain Straw, .supercargo.

That each of these vessels shall receive in rotation the produce of one

market each, to consist of fifty puncheons of good saleable palm oil.

And I do hereby promise that ] will use my utmost endeavours to enforce

the payment of all just debts due by the natives of this river to the above-named

vessels, at the earliest opportunity of their obtaining oil for that purpose.

‘ ’ Given under my hand at Creek Town river, Old Calabar, this 17th day of

October, 1855. ' '-

(S‘igned) KING EYO HONESTY.

Signed before us, at the King’s Palace, Creek Town, this 17th day of

October, 1855.
(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannia Majesty’s

Acting Consul, Eight of Biqu.

Howard Kerr, Acting Mate, “Minx.”

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia

Majesty’s Consul.
Young Eyo Honesty.

his
Tom >4 Eyo.

mark.

John Eyo.

 

Inclosure 8 in No. 57.

Certificate

I, KING EYQ HONESTY, of Creek Town, River Old Calabar, do hereby

certify, that as it is necessary to have recourse to extreme measures for the

liquidation of the debts owing to the British supercargoes by the natives of this

river, which the supercargoes are unable to obtain, that in future, from and after

this date, that I Will consider it legal and just for any Creek Town trader to be

detained by any supercargo for any debt any other Creek Town trader may owe

him (the supercargo), and that the same rule shall hold good for Duke Town;

only that no Creek Town man be detained for any Duke Town man, or any Duke

Town man be detained for any Creek Town man ; and that this shall be sufficient

authority for so doing, mitil instructions be received from Her Britannic

Majesty’s Government by Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po.

' Given" under my hand at Creek Town, River Old Calabar, thisv17th day of

October, 1855. -

(Signed) KING EYO HONESTY.

Signed before us, at Creek Town, 01d Calabar, this 17th day of October!

1855; . ‘ ,

(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannia Majesty’s

' Acting' Consul, Bight of Biafra.

Howard Kerr, Acting Mate, Her Majesty’s

steam-vessel “Minx.”

Thos. M . Simpson; Secretary to Her Britannia

Majesty’s Consul. '

Young Eyo Honesty.
his ,

Tom N Eyo.
mark.

' John Eyo.
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Inclosure 9 in No. 57.

Declaration.

I, DUKE EPHRAIM, of Duke Town, River Old Calabar, do hereby
promise that in future, from and after this date, that a supercargo maklng a
requisition to me to blow “ Egbo ” on any native who mayowe any vessel, that
I will immediately blow such “ Egbo ” on any such nature, and enforce the
payment of such debt in the course of five months froxh thls flate.

Given under my hand, on board Her Britanme MaJesty’s steam-vessel
“ Minx,” River Old Calabar, this 19th day of October, 1855.

Sirrned) Kin? Duke. his
( D ' 3 his Auteera N Young.

John N Archibong _mark.
mark. Ins ‘

his Black M Dawes.
Adam M Archibong. mark.

mark. 1113

Thomas Hogam Bassy N Henshaw.

his may}.
18EghomfikTom. Yellow N

'his marlllc'.

‘ * ' M Duke. . 13
Eplnaunmark' Ephralm N Auteera.

mark.

Signed before us, on board Her Majesty’s steam-veesel “Minx,” River Old
Calabar, this 19th day of October, 1855.

(Signed) J. W. B. Lynslager, Her Britannia fl/Iajesty’s
Acting Consul, Bight of Bz'qu.

Howard Kerr, Acting Mate, Her Majesty’s
steam-vessel “Minx,” ’

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia
Majesty’s Consul.

 

No. 58.

Acting Cansul Lynslager t0 the Earl of Clarendon.-~ (Received December 19.)

(Extract) Fernando Po, October 31, 1855. »
IN connection with my despatch dated 27th January last, inclosingt my

Journal of Proceedings in the River Old Calabar, and the destruction of Old
Town, in consequence of the representations made to :me by the supercargoes
and missioneries of the human sacrifices committed at the death of Willy Tom,
the Chief of that town, some time previously, and which the King and Chiefs
had formerly promised should be abolished, signing two separate Treaties to that
effect ; 1 now beg leave to inform your Lordship that on my Visit to that river
in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “Minx,” in the early part of this month, I
requested both King Eye and Chiefs, and Duke Ephraim and Chiefs, to inform
me if any more human sacrifices had been perpetrated at the demise of the
Chiefs who have died since that period. They both most emphatically denied
the resumption of that crime, and said .“ that all that thing was done now g” and
that such things could never be done again on any account. King Eyo also
stated, that he believed the measures then taken had had a very decided effect
in putting; a total stoppage to that crime.

I also requested the supercargoes to inform me if they Were aware of any
renewal of the custom. I beg to inclose their answer.
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Inclosure in No. 58.

The Supercargoes of Old Oalabar taActing Consul Lynslage'r.

' Old Calabar River, October 18, 1855.,

‘WE‘, the Undersigned, the representatives of' British merchants, beg leave

most res ectfully to inform you, that since the destruction of Old Town, in

January ast, by Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “ AnteloPe,” the sacrifice of human

life, to such a frightful extent ( Thich usually took place on the death of: a King.

Chief, or headman), has been put an end to. .

Since January last the following Chiefs have died, namely, Egbo Jaek,

Antica Cobham, and Mr. Young ; and had human sacrifices still been-carried on,

there Would have been at least 140 human beings hurried to an untimely end,

to gratify an old, foolish, and superstitious custom. ,

We cannot but consider the destruction of Old Town as being the means

of saving the livesof many poor slaves, who would have been doomed to be

sacrificed on the death of their master, but who Will now be Spared, through

the energetic measures you took to prevent a recurrence of such deeds ; and we

feel assured it is an inestimable benefit to all the natives of this river.

We are, 8m.
(Signed) JOS. CUTHBERTSON, Ship ‘f Aflica.”

‘ ' JAMES’ K; STRAW,‘ Ship i“'Hants.”

J. BAAK, ESQ, Dutch Bargae “ Eendragt.”

EDWARD DAVIES, Ship “ Calabmn” '

JOS. THOMPSON, Barqu’e “ Gdrrow.”

P. CROMPTON, Ship “ Samh.”

.Sir,

 

Not 59.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clm‘endon.—-(Reccived December 19.)

My Lord, y Fernando Po, October 31 , 1855.

I BEG leave to inclose herewith a letter I received from Mr. Samuel

Edgerley of the River Old Calabar, during my recent visit there, with a copy of

my. anSWer thereto;
It was with great surprise that I perused the contents of that letter, with

the Minute of the Committee of the "Mission; as, 011 many occasions, they

themselves have sent slaves to this Colony, who were in danger in Old Calabar,

but who, immediately on arrival here, were at perfect liberty to do as they

pleased, so long as they did not infringe the bye-laws of the Colony. To

improve the state of the Slave cannot; on “any consideration, be the object of

that Committee, if they wish to“ put adstop to their being brought here as

‘ domestic servants, principally‘b'oys and girls from seven to ten years of age;

as they (the missionaries). are well aware of the condition of . the liberatedslaves

in Fernando Po, who are allowed to trade on their- own account .in' the produce

of the island; to hire themselves out as domestic servants, to whoever may

require them; if wishing to get married a piece of land, is gianted them, to erect

a house on ; they have no taxes whateVer, with the solitary exception of 5 per

cent. onmimports, and 2% per cent. on exports; they are, in a word, perfectly

free and untrammelled‘. This is infinitely superior to, a state of slavery in Old

Calabar.
. ,

It is 110 rare occurrence, my Lord, for one of Her Majesty’s cl‘uizers to pick

up a canoe, with from four to eight poor wretched slaves, of both sexes, Who

have run away from Princes’ or St. Thomas’s Island, and who have been/ days

without food or water, having no idea of their (whereabouts, should the weather

be thick, but who brave all this to reach this place of refuge. It is also not

unusual fer- some of , these poor beings to sink underthe exhaustion,rand find

a- watery. grave;
' .

'On the 3rd of March, 1852, thereuwere landed here, from .Her Majesty’s

ship ‘éHarlequin,” by order of Reav-Admiral Bruce, twerity females and eighteen

. LASS B. ‘



'98 AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafm.

males, from Lagos. The greater number of theSe females are .now respectably

married in this Colony; the males, in some instances, are married also, and are

trading on their own account; some of the younger boys are apprenticed to

ship-carpenters and house-joiners.
A native of Cameroons, who was a slave there, was brought over to this

place, some years ago, by the late Mr. Beecroft; this man now has a store in

this Colony, ships palm-oil to England, and receives goods 1n return, every

mail-packet. Several others have embarked in the sarhe trade, only In lesser

quantities. ,

I trust, my Lord, this explanation will be perfectly satisfactory to Her

Majesty’s Government, as I presume the Mission Board in Scotland will have

been made acquainted by the missionaries of their proceedings, and some

correspondence may arise therefrom, which would rendei“ necessary this correct

statement, which I feel quite certain any naval oflicer Whp has visited Fernando

Po will vouch for.
I have, &c.

. (Signed) J . Wt. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 59.

The Rev. S. Edgerley to Acting Consul Lynslager.

Sir, Old Calabar, October 11, 1855.

I TAKE leave to call your attention to the subjoined, extracted from the

Minutes of the Committee of the Mission of the United Presbyterian Church at

Old Calabar :—
“ The attention of the Committee was directed tq the fact, that certain

parties have, at various times, come hither from Fernando Po, and purchased

slaves. It was deemed advisable to call the attention of the Acting Consul to

it, as the Committee apprehend that‘ the practice is liable to great abuse, and

may involve this country in a violation of the Treaty it made with Great Britain

for the suppression of the Slave Trade, if not directly leading to a renewal of

that infamous Traffic.
“ The ‘clerk was instructed to communicate this Minute.”

I have, &c.
(Signed) SAMUEL EDGERLEY,

Clerk of Committee.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 59.

Acting Consul Lynslager t0 the Rev. 8. Edgerley.

Sir, ‘ “ Minx,” Old Calabar, October 12, 1855.

I HAVE to acknowledge receipt of yours dated yesterday, with an extract

gombthe Minutes of the Committee of the United Presbyterian Church at Old
ala ar. v

‘ In reply thereto, allow me to inform you that I am perfectly cognisant of

the fact of male and female slaves being engaged in this place to proceed to

Fernando Po, as domestic servants, where they immediately obtain their freedom

from slavery, but are retained for a period in the employ of the person who takes
them there, till, if a female, married, if a male until he is in a position to obtain
his livelihood'hy his own exertions. ‘ '

A boy or young man who was recently in your service, was sent to
Fernando Po by Mr. Anderson, where he now remains and has the same
liberty as any other person there. Fernando Po has always been a refuge
from slavery,'and the Committee must be aware of that fact. . '

I cannot for one moment consider that to take a human being who is a
slave from his own country to Fernando Po, where on landing he enjoys that
geedfm which all So earnestly desire, can be a. contravention of the‘ Slave Trade
rea y. » . ,
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I am not aware of any slaves being purchased; a,, sum of money or a

quantity of goods may be paid to the owner of that slave as wages for domestic

servants : such is the manner I have always considered them to be engaged.

On any of these persons making a complaint to me, as Governor of

the Island, of ill-treatment, I immediately investigate the matter, and if the

complaint is correct, remove the party from his employer.

The Committee must also be aWare that there are many men and women

in Fernando Po, formerly slaves here, who are now married and in good

circumstances, who, had they remained here, would have been in a state of

slaver .
Syeveral of these parties have been sent over by the Mission, and bear the

names of some of the missionaries. ' '

 

I am, 8m.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

No. 60.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.—(ReceivedDecember 19.)

(Extract) Fernando Po, November 3, 1855'.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

of September 15, relating to the detention of ex-King Pepple at the Island of

Ascension. " ' ’ ‘

Your Lordship will observe by my despatch of the 5th of October

last,* inclosing my Journal of Proceedings in the River Bonny, that the parties

who had been favourable to the return of eX-King Pepple, had been massacred

by the parties on the other side, with the exception of those Who were saved by

Captain Witt, as stated in that despatch. In the event of Pepple' returning' to

Bonny, his life is not worth a moment’s purchase. I am perfectly certain that

he would be butchered as soon as he landed; his slaves and all his friends,

are gone, and With them his power. Another civil war would be the result,

British pmperty seriously endangered, and should the natives in their excitement

attack the ships, not one man belonging to them Would be leftalive. I have

also given the Chiefs my word of honour that he would» never return. Should

that promise be violated, the British authority is gone and any officer of Her

Majesty the Queen would never be trusted. ‘ ‘ ' ' , , ‘

To maintain the commerce of that river, it is indispensable that Pepple

should not return, as on that occurring, everything would be placed in the same

position as on my last visit. , , 3 .

H I also beg to state 'that he cannot be allowed to land here, aS‘ he then

would have opportunities of communicating with the Bonny, and thus cause

disturbances.

 

No. 61. i

The Earl of Clarendon to ConsuiHutchinson.

(Extract) _ , Foreign Ofibe, January 5, 1856.

WITH reference, to the despatch which I addressed to Mr..Lynslager

onthe 15th of September last, informing him thatPepple, the eX-Klng of the

Bonny, was at liberty to leave the Island of Ascen51on,inhave to Instruct you to

inform Pepple, that if he should quit Ascension, Her Mayestyis Government

recommend that he should remain quietly in any part of Africa where he can

be in safety. You Wlll state to him distinctly. that Her Majesty’s Government

Cannot; under any circumstances, sanctiOn his proceeding ' to England, and

“‘ No. 48...
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that if he should persist in such an intention, he'lnust be‘ prepared to find a
passage and to maintain himself and his famlly at hlsiown expense. . . 7

A copy of this despatch will be sent to the Admn'alty, for the Information
Of the senior officer at Ascension.

 

No. 62.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchineon.

‘ Foreign Ofiice, January 15, 1856.

WITH reference to Mr. Lynslag‘er’s despatch of the 5th October last,"5
on the subject of the third and last. annual present dueto-Ki-ng Amaeree of
New Calabar, I have to instruct you to pay to King Amacree the velue of the
present due to him in silver dollars, according to his expressed Wieh, and to
reimburse yourself by drawing a bill for the amount, at thirty days’ Slght, upon
the Lords Commissioners of 'Her Majesty’s Treasury. .

'You‘ will be careful to give me due notice of your having drawn'such
bill.

Sir,

I am, &c. .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 63.

1 Acting Consung/kslager to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received Jamaafg/ 21,1856)“

MY'Lérd, * ’ _ Fernando Po, November 30, 1855..
‘ "IN ecounectio‘nv with my despatch' of ‘the 3rd instant, I, beg. leave to

in‘cl‘ose, foe your Lordship’s information, a 'copyof a letter I have addressed to
the ex-Ki‘n’g ‘Pepple in accordance with your Lordship’s iusti‘uctions ,to, me of
the l,5_th September last, which I hope will have the desired effect. V '

V In consequence of specie not being obtainable here, I have been, under. the
heeessity of drawing bills on the Lords Commissionersrof Her Majesty’s Treasury
(fortheramount’of 1,000 dollars, 0th of the 4,000 due to lex-King, Pepple, and
have reimbursed Commodore Adams and Mr. Conyngham for ‘their outlay with
bills, leavingabalance (of the 1,000 dollars) to Pepple of 93l. 6.9. 8d.-, (and should
he‘r'emain in’_Asce_1‘1sion,'Iy wouldvprOpose that he be paidthe l'emaiuder‘in instals
merits of 1,000 dollars per’annum.‘ ' ‘ , , '

I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) J. \V. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

'lnclosure in No. 63; '

Acting'Consul Lynslager to ew-K'ing Pepple.

Sir; , . FernandouPo;Novembér-293‘7185‘5.‘
I AM desired by Her Majesty’s Principal Sehx‘étarybf State for ForeignAfi'airetb advise you that you ’are at perfect liberty to leave the Island” OfASCeh’smnyvhehever yOu can find the ineans of deing'eo at your own risk and,expense; _ At thefsame 'time I am'to Show'you the great. diSa'dVantage 'ydu‘ will.be underiin leaving that place. ' ‘ ' ' ’

’ No. ’50.
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In August last there was a Civil rebellion in your former territory. King

Dapho had died some days previous, and your two principal adherents, Yaniboo

and Ischacco, were charged with poisoning him. Captain Witt, happening to be

on shore, took these two men off with him to his ship, with a few servants they

had with them. Anne Pepple sent three of his peeple to Yaniboo’s house to

ascertain if the report that he and Ischacco had gone was true. These three

men were shot by Yaniboo’s people. In one moment the townspeople were-i'n

arms.- A fearful slaughter ensued. The wives, children, and slaves‘of these

two. men were all murdered, and I. am deeply sorry to inform you, that your

own people were also sacrificed. Some of them kept possession of your, house

till the, food was exhausted, when they ignited some gunpowder, and thus ended

theirvmiserahle existence. Your house is pulled down, and the ground has been

dug up all over. Your people are all murdered ;- and the Chiefs of Benny,

assembled in a public meeting convened by me, then and there stated that if

you'returned to'that river they would kill you.

Now, Sir, at your request, you are free; your petition to Her Most Gracious

Majesty Queen Victoria has been acceded to, and you are now at perfect liberty

to go where you {Shoese ;' but'l would strongly advise you’ to rem'a‘ifi'at Asc‘ensi‘on,

where the flag of England gives you its protection. You must now be aware

that your going to Bonny would be the cause of another disturbance, in which

the infuriated people would take your life. '

HeroM ajesty’s, G0vernment at the same time order me to pay you the sum

of 4,000 dollars due to you. V

In compliance with that order I iuclose you a set of bills of exchangeen

the Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. forthe Sum

of 931. 6.57. 8d. sterling, which, with the sum of 100l. sterling I have repaid to

Commodore Adams, Which he advanced to you some time ago, and 151, sterlihg-

for expenses incurred in England by your servant Harvey, make in $11,000

dollars,.leaving due to youa balance of 3,000 dollars, which will be paid to you

ln'instalments, ' v ' ' '

I fervently hope you will see the great advantages you have by remaining

in Ascension. 7 '

.V While I was, in Bonny, in September last, I got three of your children in

my care whose lives were endangered. They are named, one girl, Ouraba, and

two boys, Onu and Oneng—ga—ma. I am awaiting instructions from Her

Majesty’s Government What I am to do with them, with Yaniboo, and Isohaeco,

and their servants, who are now here under my protection, and who cannot on

any considerationreturn to the Bonny, the popular excitement being such that

they would be instantly murdered. .

As a resident in this country for nearly thirty years, let me advise you to

remain where you arel that you may now spend your life in quietness, free frOm

the turmoil of a disaffected people. As I am fully and thorOughly acquainted

With black men’s character, I know the Bonnymen’s threats Will be fully carried

outagaiust you. . V V .

In conclusion,I have to inform you that no British naval Officer can 'assist

you. in leaving AscensiOn. Should you, after reading this, still remain resolute

in doing so, it will lose you the goodwill of the Queen of England, and, if you

return to your former seat of power, the result willehe as I have said.

You will please to forward me an answer to this at your earliest couve-

nience, so that I, may have further communication with Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment.’ ' .- V A l V .,

I am, &c.
(Signed) J . W. B. LYNSLAGER.
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No. 64.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinéon.

Sir, Foreign O_fiice, January 30, 1856.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch which
I have received from Lord Howdenf Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, stating
that the Spanish Government wish to bring from Fernando P0 to Spain 30 or
40 African lads, Who are intended to be educated in a seminary at Aranjuez.

I inclose, also, copies of the answer,L which I have returned to Lord Howden,
and of its inclosure.

I am? &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 65.

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.-—-(Rcceived March 19.)

Merord, Fernando P02 January 31, 1856.

_ I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 23rd of November lash: acknowledging receipt of my despatch
of the 5th of October, relating my proceedings in the Rivers Bonny and New
Calabar. . '

I beg leave to inclose herewith the account of the expenses incurred by me
in the maintenance of the two Bonny Chiefs, Yaniboo and Fred Pepple, With
their attendants ; amounting in all to the sum of 45L sterling.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J . W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure in No. 65.

Eazpenses incurred by Acting Consul Lynslager in the maintenance of two Chiefs
_ of Bonny and their attendants at Fernando Po.

TO allowance made to the two Chiefs Yaniboo and IsOhacco, or
v Fred‘Pepple, with seven attendants, at the rate of Is. per diem
. each, from 20th September to 29th December, 1855; 100 days 45 0 0

'1 Fernando Po, December 29, {1855.

 

No. 66.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.—-—(Receiwed March 19.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, January 31, 1856.
I RECEIVED a memorial from the supercargoes of Cameroonsgon the

8th instant (Inclosure N0. 1), with Which I at once complied, and proceeded
thither i1} I-Ier Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Bloodhound ” at midnight on the 10th.

{Irrlwhg at Cameroons next morning, I found that a local war had been
carrymg on for'some time between the Chiefs of Dido’s Town-and Ac'qua’s Town.

‘1' No, 31,3. 1: No. 314. 1:. No. 52.
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which had put a stop to British trade. Much property had been destroyed in

both places, many houses burned, and some slaves, with two'freemen, killed.

Without unnecessarily interfering with the feuds of the Chiefs, I had two

meetings of all the traders, British and 'native, on board the “Bloodhound.”

Not having it in my power to enforce payment for such British property as was

destroyed in the late struggle, and which had been given out in trustvto the

natives for palm oil, I suggested the peaceable settlement of the disturbance.

A guarantee was given to the eupercargoes that no lives or money would be

required as expiation for the two freeman killed in the late contest—a‘demand

that had been made before I came up——by the two Chiefs signing the inclosed

document (Inclosure No. 3), and which was likely to cause a renewal of hosti-

lities.
'

For the better regulation of trading matters, and prOSperity of legitimate

traffic, this Treaty was drawn out, and willingly signed by all (Inclosure No. 4).

The establishment of a Court of Equity will, I trust, meet your Lordship’s

approval (Article 2, Inolosure No. 4).

I gave the British supercargoes liberty for the purchase of a piece of land

whereon to erect a Court, only on condition of such a step being permitted by

Her Majesty’s Government. '
I have, 850.

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No 66.

The Supercargoes of the River Cameroons to Consul Hutchinson;

Sir, Cameroons River, January 4, 1856.

WE the Undersigned,‘ traders in the Camroons, beg to impress upon you

the necessity of an early visit to this river to endeavour to put an end to the

hostilities amongst the natives, residents of Acqua Town and Dido’s Town

respectively.
You were yourself an eye-witness to the commencement of the proceedings;

the use of fire-arms was persisted in for the whole of ,two days, and several

deaths and much destruction of property the immediate consequences.

We have unitedly put a stop to the actual war, but still much has to be

settled before the river will be in such a state that commerce will be freely

resumed; nearly all the principals of Dido’s Town are refugees, their heuses

burned and sacked, and our ”trust, Which is very extensive, in much jeopardy.

We therefore hope that you will be able to visit us in one of Her Majesty’s

vessels of war as speedily as possible.
We are, &e. ‘

(Signed) W. H. ASHMALL.
DANL. Mo GORRAN.
CHARLES TOWNSEND.
JOHN BOWERBANK.
E. B. ELLIS. >

 

Inelosure 2 in No. 66.

Consul Hutch'inson to Lieutenant-Commander 'W’illiams.‘

Sir, I Fernando Po, January 8,» 1856.

IN Consequence of a requisition received by me to-day from the supera

cargoes of Cameroons, a copy of which I inclose, I have to request that you

will accompany me tot hat river on the night of the 10th instant. .
I have, 8:0. ' ‘

(Signed) THOS, J. HUTCHINSON.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 66.

Agreement.

WE, J01111 Acqua and Ned Dido, do guarantee, in presence of Her Britannia

Majesty’s Consul, that all palavers in our country being settledpp t9 thlS‘ day,

ate ask -no_ reprisal of sacrifice or money for the two freeman kllled 1n_ the lets

.war, and bind' ourselVes in default by any penalty the Equity Court may lnfllct

for the due performance of this contract.
Given under our hands on board Her Majesty’s .steam-vessel “Bloodhound,”

Cameroons river, this 14th day of January, 1856. h'
15

(Signed) NED >4 DIDO,
mark.

. his > _
JOHN M ACQUA;

' mark.

, Witnesses to the marks of Ned Dido and John Acqua: ‘ , -
(Signed) Thos. J . Hutchinson, Her Britannia Majesty’s

Consulfor the Bight of Biafm and the Island
of Fernando Po.

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to -Her Britannia
Majesty’s Consul. "

Dan]. MC Gorran, “ Alexander Grant.”
W. H. Ashmall, “Sir John Falstaf”
John Bowerbank, “ Guilfordt”
E. B. Ellis, “ Tweed.”
Charles Townsend, “ Nimroud.”
John Lilley, Resident.

his
King M Acqua.

, mark.
his

Charlie N Dido
mark.

 

Iiiclosure 4 in No. 66.

?Bye-Lttws for the better Regulation of Trading Matters between the Sweteafgocs -
and Native Tq-aders of the River Cameroons,.passed at a’Mee’ting held on
board Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Bloedhound.”

Article 1. THAT .an Equity Court be established in the River Cameroons,
t0 AkeEPVin-their integrit the following bye-Iaws and regulations; and that the
Courtehallzeonsist of alil the supercargoes, as well as of the Kings and traders, 0f
the locality.

‘ Art. 2. That the proposed Court-house be erected and the ground
purchased at the joint expense of the supereaizgoes new trading in the river; to
be considered British property, and under the protection of Her British Majesty’s
Consul, subject to the approval, of Her Majesty’s Government.

Art. 3. That. this body have a monthly sitting, unless in special cases, to
be summoned-at any time; that a supercargo,'each-iri~his turn from seniority,
be elected Chairman for a month ; and that a report of each meeting be forwarded
to Her British Majesty’s Consul, to Fernando P0. ‘

. Art. 4. That these laws now entered into be complied With and respected
hyvsupercargoes absent from this river, or this meeting, at the time of: their
enaetment, or afterwards to be here; and any native traders to ‘v‘ come:up,’:’ to
be bound by them also. ’

[Art.y 5. That the native Kings and Chiefs pledge themselves, not only to
pay their own debts, but to use their influence, each with his respective traders,
to do the same, and that for their neglect of this they be subject to a fine, to be
settled by the Court. '
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Art. 6. That any three members of the Court have the power to make an

appeal against its decisions, which appeal is to be deferred till the Consul’s next

visit ; and that if, on examining this appeal, it be; proved to be frivolous of

invalid, the appellants are to be fined in‘ the highest penalty the Court can

inflict. .
Art. 7. That this Court shall apply the fines levied (by it to the expense of

its erection and keeping in order, or as the Court asSembled may think fit.

Art. 8. That the Kings and Chiefs of Cameroons hereby’solemnly pledge

themselves to keep inviolate the Anti-Siave Trade Declaration made between

Her Majesty’s Government and the Kings of Cameroons on the 10th of June,

1840, and to give information to any of Her Majesty’s ofiicers in the neighbour—

hood, of the presence of a slave~trader in Cameroons.

Art. 9. That any supercargo or native, after receiving a formal notice to

appear at the Court, refusing to attend, thereby setting the laws of the Court at

defiance, shall be fined in the amount offlve pieces of cloth, unless he can show

clear cause for his absence. ’

Art. 10. That any native refusing to pay any fine that may be inflicted by

the Court, shall be stopped from going on board any ship in the river, either for

trade or any other purpose, and any supercargo refusing to pay a fine shall be

denied the privileges of the Equity Court. _
Art. 11. That in the event of any native trader attempting to evade the

penalty of the Court by non-appearanee, or otherwise, and notice of such

defaulter being sent to all the masters, traders, or supercargoes in the river, such

masters, traders, 01‘ snpercargoes, are hereby bound, under the penalty of 100

crews, to forbid such defaulter coming to his vessel for trade, or under any

pretence whatever, and if necessary the final settlement to aWait the arrival of

Her British Majesty’s Consul.
Art. 12. That all old palavers shall be considered as settled up to this date,

and cannot be again brought forward to the, detriment of trade.

Art. 13. That any vessel coming into the river for the purpose of trade

shall pay to the King, or headman, of the town at which he may choose to

anchor, the amount of ten original crews for every 100 tons of the vessel’s

register; in special cases, or those of resident agents, their comey to be

according as‘ they may arrange it annually, or otherwise, with the King or head-

man of the town at which their cask—houses are situated ; and under no pretence

shall any other King 01f headman demand any comey 01' dash whatever from

such Vessel; and also the said King or headman to supply the said ship with a

suitable cask-house, on payment of five crews.
Art. 14.‘ That after the tusua] payment to the King 01' headinan for the use

of the cask-house, if any agent or supercargo can prove that his cask—house has

been illegally entered or broken into, and any property stolen therefrom by any

of the natives, the said King or headman to be held responsible for the loss.

Art. 15. That any King, Chief, or trader, attempting or threatening. to stop

the trade of any vessel or supercargo, after the usual comey has been tendered

for the privilege of trading, such King, Chief, 0r trader, shall, at a meeting Of

the supercargoes, be summoned before the Court to account for such stoppage,

and if found guilty of illegal obstruction shall be fined to such an extent as may

be agreed upon. .
Art. 16. That any person acting as pilot shall receive as compensation, the

value of one original crew for every three feet of the vessel’s draught.

Art. 17. That whereas several. boats' have been frequently stopped and

taken from alongside ships, and British subjects detained and maltreated, any

aggression committed either on property 01' persons shall be viSited by immediate

punishment to the parties so offending; a special Court called for the occasion,"

and the heaviest fine inflicted allowed by the laws.

Art. 18. That the regulations long existing, made by the natives, respecting

intentionally watered or fomenting oil, shall still be in force.

Art. 19. That for any breach of any one Article of this il‘reaty the person

01' persons so offending be liable to whatever penalty the Judge of the Court

may think proper to inflict, not exceeding 20 . crews for a native; and not

exceeding 300 crews for a master, supercai‘go or agent.
Art. 20. 'That any supei‘eargo or native, their employere 01' followers,

appearing at or in the immediate vicinity of_ the Coui‘t—house with fire-arms, 01'

any other offensive weapons, be heavily fined, and expelled.
(31.55sz. '
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Given under our hands, on board Her Britannic Majesty’s steamy-vessel

é‘ Bloodhound,” laying in the River Cameroons, this fourteenth dayof January?

one thousand eight hundred and fifty.six. . . .

(Signed) Thos. J. Hutchinson, Her Bmtcmmc Majestyk
Consul for the Bight 0f Biafm and the

Island Of Fernando Po.
G. J. Williams, Lieutenant, Commanding Her

Majesty’s steam-vessel “Bloodhound.”

Thos. M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia
Majesty’s Consul.

Danl. Mo Gorran, “ Alexander Grant.”

W. H. Ashmall, “ Sir John Falstaf,”
John Bowerbank, “ Guilford,”
Charles Townsend, “ Nimroud.”
E. B, Ellis, “ Tweed.”

 

John Lilley, Resident.

his his

(Sigged) King N Bell. (Signed) ' King :54 Acqua.
mark. mark.

his‘ his

Preso M Bell. Charley M Dido.
’ mark. mark. '

his his' '

Joss N Ned N Dido.
mark. mark.

his his .

Jim N Quan. First Tom {>4 Dido.
' mark. mark;

his his

John‘ N Acqua. Dido N Acqua;
mark. ' mark.

No. 67.

' Consul Hutchinson 130‘ the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received March 19.)

My Lord, Fernando P0, January 31, 1856.

ON my passage from Cameroons to Old Calabar, I stopped for a short

time at Bimbia; to inquire if there had been any breach of the agreement made

between the King and Chiefs of Bimbia and the Boobies—residents of a few

small islands near the Amboises—and Sanctioned by Her Britannia Majesty’s

Acting Consul on the 7th of February, 1855 (Inclosures Nos. 15 and. 16 in
despatch of March 3, 1855*). V

I am happy to inform your Lordship that no infraction of that Treaty has
taken place since'its enactment. " '

 

I have, 810.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

No. 68.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received March 19;)

My Lord, Fernando Po, January 31, 1856:.

I ADDRESSED a letter to the British supercargoes on the 16th instant,-
the morning after my arrival in the Old Calabar river, and sent written notiees
of the day and hour ‘of meeting to KingrEyo and Duke Ephraim. ' V

It was considered by the supercargoes when they met, that it would be
better t0 leave the alteration or modification of the existing Code of Bye-Laws till
the arrival of threevsupercargoes who were absent, and who are shortly ekpected
to arrive in the riven ' ‘ '

9* N0. 36;



AFRICA. (Cansular)-—Bight of Biafra. ' 107 '

I therefore printed out to the Kings and Chiefs of Creek Town and Duke

Town, that the regulations passed under the late Consul Beecroft’s sanction,

dated 17th April, 1852, the Inclosures Nos. 7, 8, and 9 of Acting Consul

Lynslager’s despatch dated Slst October, 1855,* were the laws which I had

then to ratify and confirm.
I have, 35c.

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON‘.

 

No. 69.

Consul Hutchinson t0 the Earl of Clarendon—(Received March 19.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, January 31, 1856.

IN compliance with the instructions conveyed in your Lordship’s despatch

dated November 13, 1855, and received by me in London, I have inquired into

the existing disposition of the inhabitants of the Old Calabar district, with

reference to the destruction of Old Town by Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “-Ante-A

lope,” on the 19th January, 1855, and the prohibition of its re-erection by

Acting-Consul Lynslager. ' ,

I held a meeting on the 2151: instant, in the market-place at Old Town,

outside the Mission premises, at Which Lieutenant-Commander Williams, of

Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Bloodhound,” King Eyo,'and_ the Chiefs ‘of Creek

TOWn, King Duke Ephraim, and the Chiefs of Duke Town, the expelled Chiefs

of Old Town, and all the agents of the United Presbyterian Mission, were

resent. ‘

p I told the gentlemen all assembled that I had your Lordship’s commands

to express entire disapprobation of such barbarities as led to the late proceedings

against their town. ‘

On my explaining the amicable intentions of Her Majesty’s Government

towards them, they expressed their gratitude for it, and signed the inclosed

Treaty, to which Kings Eye and Duke Ephraim also subscribed, as attesting

WitneSSes for its integrity.
I impressed on the two Kings that I would consider their signing this

Treaty 'as security for the OldTown Chiefs, to be equivalent to their declaration

to suppress similar practices as much as they could in their respective localities.

I have, &c. , .

(Signed) JOS. T. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure in No. 69.

Treaty between Her Majesty the Queen of England and the Chiefs of V Old Town,

Old Calabar, for the Abolition of Human Sacr'éfices, the use of the Poison-

nut, and the practice of killing Twin Children;

THOMAS JOSEPI—I HUTCHINSON, Esquire, Her Britannic Majesty’s

Consul for the Bight of Biafra and the Island of Fernando Po, on the part of

Her Majesty the Queen of England, and the Chiefs of Old Town, Old Célaljar,

on the part of themselves and their country, have agreed upon the following

Articles and conditions :—

ARTICLE I.

That the practice of killing human victims in sacrifice for the deed, by

poisonsnut or otherwise, as prohibited by Egbo law, be from this time abolished

inhall parts of the country belonging to Old Town.

ARTICLE II.

- That'the use of the poison—nut as an ordeal, unless by the concurrence of

the Chiefs of the other towns, and the practice of killing twins, be also abolished;

* No. 57.
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nor shall any child on the death of its mother be buried with her, noir alloyvefi to

perish through neglect, but he handed over to the care of the Scottish lmssmn-

‘aries at Old Calabar.

ARTICLE III.

That no Europeans or other persons shall ever be permitted to carry on the

Slave Trade within the territory of Old Town, but that the Treaty of the.

6th December, 1841, be maintained in all its integrity.

ARTICLE IV.

That no favour nor privilege shall be given to the ships and traders of other

Countries, that are not given to British traders, and that the missionaries receive

every protection.

ARTICLE V.

That the Chiefs of Duke Town and Greek Town be empowered to watch

over the fulfilment of this Treaty, and hereby subscribe their names as proof of
their willingness to do so; that in case of its infraction, proved before the

Consul, the punishment for its transgression be left in his hands.

ARTICLE VI.

That depending on the sincerity of the Chiefs of Old Town to keep this
Treaty perfectly, Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul hereby recalls the interdict
which prohibited the rebuilding of Old Town on its former site, and grants full
liberty for its reoccupancy. .

Agreed to at Old Town, Old Calabar, this twenty-fil‘st day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-six.

his his »

(Signed) Ephraim N Cobham. (Signed) Archibong N Assemin.
mark. mark.

his his

Akum, for Otto >4 George. Archibong N Assein,/
mark. ' mark.

his
Young Otto N George.

mark.

Signed before us, at Old Town, River Old Calabar, this let day of
January, 1856. . .

(Signed) Thos. 'J. Hutchinson, Her Britannia Majesty’s v
Consul for the Rights of Biqf'ra and the
Island of Fernando Po.

G. B. \Villiams, Lieutenant, Commanding Her
Majesty’s steamwessel “ Bloodhound.”

Thos.’ M. Simpson, Secretary to Her Britannia
Majesty’s Consul. V

King Eyo Honesty.
King Duke Ephraim."

 

No. 70.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received March 19.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, January 31, 1856.

. DURING my stay at Old Calabar, I received a communication from the
Rev. Mr. Anderson, to which I replied on the same day. With only two parts
of his application in which I deemed myself legally authorized to interfere, I
complied. I bound over two Sierra Leone men resident there named Paul and
Boyd, the first in, a penalty of 51., and the second in a penalty of 10L, totkeep
the peace towards their wives. ‘

The ten persons whose names are in the list were each furnished With a
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manumission paper, in this form, with my Consular seal and signature

attached.
,

Having no form of this kind Within my reach, I hope your Lordship will

approve of that which I adopted. '

I think it necessary to inform your Lordship that the‘term “ dashed” is an

Anglo—African expression for . “ made a present of.”

I also inclose herewith copies of two addresses which were presented to me

on board the “ Bloodhound,” while in Calabar, with the replies which I gave to

both. , ‘
I have, &c.

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

Inclosure l in No. 70.

The Rev W. Anderson to Consul Hutchinson.

Duke Town Mission House,

Sir, Old Calabar, January 18, 1855.

HAVING received intimation of your being here on an oflicial visit, I feel

it but right to call your attention to a few particulars cumcrning matters here.

In the Blue Book, Class A, relating to the Slave Trade, from April 1, 1854,

to March 31, 1855, On page 159, I find What purports‘to be an Article of a

Treaty, in which the Old Calabar gentlemen bind themselves “ to give all twin

children born in the country to the care of the Scottish missionaries resident in

the river ” [country 2’] with the view of their being transmitted to Fernando, Po.

None of “ the Scottish missionaries ” were present at the meeting at which this

Article of Treaty was made ; they were, in effect, excluded from the meeting; and

I humbly submit that no such arrangement should have been made without their

concurrence. Not one of them so much as received any oflicial notice of the.

existence of , such an arrangement. The Article referred to must have been

meant to apply specially to this station; King Eyo having previously made

provision for saving the lives of twins born at Creek Town. I may add that the

natives do not appear to pay any attention to the provision made, no twins

having been brought to our care during the eleven months which have elapsed

since the Article was made.
Further, I beg to state that I decidedly object to my being made an agent

in the separation of newly-born infants from their mothers, and their expatria-

tion, unless convinced (which I am not) that in no other and better way could

their lives he saved. .

2. There are several British subjects resident in this neighbourhood, who!

thinking themselves beyond the pale of magisterial jurisdiction, are in the habit

of barbarously beating their wives. The wives being also British subjects, I

humbly crave your good offices on their behalf. '

3, The natives say that they engag‘ed‘with eX—Acting Consul Lynslager to

abolish the private administration of the ordeal of the “ esere,” or poison—bean-—-

that it should not again be administered, except in the presence of native chiefs,

missionaries, and river gentlemen, in public meeting assembled. There are,

however, some persons who doggedly adhere to the old system; and from one

of these, three persons fled, some time ago, to this place for refuge. The Duke

Town authorities seem either unable or unwilling to afl’ord them protection. 'I,

have to request your interference for the protection of the three refugees.

‘ 4. Several of the customs of the country are incompatible with the profession

of Christianity, and on their account the native converts are sometimes placed in

trying circumstances. Of these customs the native form of taking an oath is

> one. \It consists of a solemn appeal to an object of superstition called “ mbiam,"

and cannot consistently be taken by any Christian; n0 Christian would consider

such an oath binding on his conscience as an oath. I understand that King Eyo

‘ has expressed his willingness to allow members of' the church at Creek Town to

take oath in a Christian manner. The authorities of Duke Town will not permit

this, however, and about two months ago reveral members 'of the church here

were compelled, under penalty of forfeiture of all their property, and deprivation

of their Egbo privileges, to swear by “ mbiam.” This was, both to them and to

me, a great grievance. ' ,
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In remembrance of Lord John' Russell’s famous and spirit-stirring letter in

behalf of the Madiai, viewing England as the champion of civil and religious
liberty throughout the world, and you, Sir, as England’s representative, I feel it

at once my duty and my privilege to request you to use your influence with the

Duke Town authorities, to induce them to refrain, in time to come, from

violating that liberty of conscience which ought to be freely accorded to all, and

especially to converts to Christianity. ‘

5. There are several emancipados in my household, some of them emanci-

pated by purchase, others “ dashed ” (made presents) to us in their infancy"; on.
the death of their mothers. I should be glad to be informed as to what steps I

should take to secure their permanent freedom. If it would be of any service to
them, or if required by any British law to forward you a list of their names, &c.,

I shall be most happy to do so.
‘ I have, 8w.

(Signed) WM. ANDERSON.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 7O.

Consul Hutchinson to the Rev. W. Anderson.

Reverend Sir, “Bloodhound,” River Old Calabm", January 18, 1856.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and shall

forward it to the Foreign Office, in my next despatch to Lord Clarendon,
directing his Lordship’s attention to the first section of your communication.

With reference to the second—of British subjects beating their wives, it is
Only required for these women to make an affidavit before me, and I shall bind
the guilty husbands over in a penalty to keep the peace towards them.

I have no evidence—oral or testimonial—of the natives having given any
promise to Acting Consul Lynslager “ to abolish the administration of the poison-
nut, or of their determination not again to administer it, except in the presence
of a public meeting of native Chiefs, river gentlemen, and missionaries.” But
anxious as I am to have an enactment of this kind made law during my present
Visit, I shall use my influence for the protection of these three iefugees, in any
way you suggest.

I regret that I cannot interfere in the matter of “ mbiam,” referred to in the
fourth part of your letter. The instructions of my Commission, as well as those
received at the Foreign Office, do not justify me in meddling with matters that
I consider out of the pale of my diplomatic duties.

I certainly shall use my influence with the authorities of Duke Town, to
induce them to refrain, in time to come, from violating that liberty of conscience
which, as you say, ought to be freely awarded to all. The greatest obstacle I
fear I shall have to encounter in such an attempt, will be to make them
understand what “ liberty of conscience” means, bearing especially on converts
to Christianity.

I shall make out manumission—papers for any number of persons whose
names you forward to me, and whose identities you afford me opportunity to
associate with the names.

' I have, &c.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.
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Inclosure 3 in N0. 70.

The Rev. W. Anderson to Consul Hutchinson.

Duke Town fifission House, V

Dear Sir, Old Calabar, January 21, 1856.

' ACCORDING to your instructions, ,I, herewith send you a Iist of ‘the

young people connected with my household, originally slaves, but redeemed,

some by purchase, and others by being dashed to us by their owners, on the

'défith bf their mothers, while they were in infancy.
I have, 810.

(Signed) WM. ANDERSON.

P.S.—I have directed the three refugees to be at Old Town to-day.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 70.

' NAMES of Free Persons connected with Duke Town Mission House, being Natives of Old Calabar

or neighbouring countries, redeemed from Slavery.

 

 

      
 

English names. Native names. ‘ Borninffggrought Age. ' Marks.

1. Mary Taylor Anderson . Asuné. . . . . . Egho Shary . . About 20 years V None.

2. Sarah Anderson . . . Iqua Esian . . Efik . . . . ,, 18 ,, ,,

3. Agnes ‘Tod . . . . Mbodio . . . . Ibo . . , . ,, 10 ,, ,,

4. Andrew Somerville .. Eni .'. ' .. Efik -. . .._. _,, 6 ,, ,,

5. John; Gray , ._ , . Ered . . . . Ditto . . ,_ . ,, 3 ,, > ,,

6. Thomas Hogan. . . . Efiong . . . .V Ditto . . . . ,, 2 ,, ,,

7. Joseph Jameson . . .‘ Ekpe . . . . Mhurikam . . ,, V15 ,, ,,

8. Isabella Elliot . . . . Myang . . . . Egbo Shary . . ,, 12 ,, ’a

9. Janet Anderson . . . Angwa. Okun . . Ditto . . . . ,, 18 ,, ,,

10. Anna aMiller-Anderson. . Iqua . . . . Efik . . ’ . . Nine months . ,,

, January 21, 1856. WILLIAM ANDERSON,

Mssionary Q)“ the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 70.

Declaration.

To all to whom these presents come, greeting.

KNOW ye, that Mary Taylor Anderson, aged about twenty years, whose

country name is Asuna, and who was born at Egbo Shary, has been this day

deflated before me to have been Originally a slave, but to be now manumitted.

This is therefore to declare that fact to all whom it may concern, and to forbid

any one, into whose hands she may come, from again making her a slave, under

the pain of incurring the displeasure of Her Britannia Majesty’s Government,

and of suffering such penalty as the Government may attach to such a step.

Given under my hand, at Duke Town, River 01d Calabar, this 22nd day

of January, 1856.
.

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON,

Her Britannia Majesty’s Consulfor the Bight of Biafm,

’ and the Island of Fernando Po.
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Inclosure 6 in No. 70.

The Chiefs of Old Calabar to Consul Hutchinson.

Dear Sir, Duke Town, Old Calabdr, January 19, 1856.
WE, the undersigned Chiefs of Duke Town, desire to express our gratifi-

cation that you have arrived among us as Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for
the Bight of Biafra. One thing makes us glad, namely,‘ that you are no stranger
among us. You are well acquainted with our country and our fashions. And
we are glad also, because we know, from what we have seen of you already, that
you will do what is just between man and man.

Should any palaver come up between‘us and any of the gentlemen in the
river, we feel assured that you will not take black man’s side more than white
man’s side~ or white man’s more than black man’s. If white man be wrong you
will tell him so, if black man be wrong you will tell him so. _

We are very thankful to Queen Victoria for sending you out to this place
as her Consul. We have always been friends for England, and we always wish
to continue so.

V We shall always be glad to hear any good advice from you on trade
matters, or any other matter 5 and we hope you will live a long time, to do
good to Old Calabar, and all the other places over which the Queen has made
you Consul.

We are, &c.
(Signed) King Duke Ephraim. (Signed) Yellow Duke.

John Archibong. Ephraim Boco Duke.
Thomas Hogan. William Duke.
Black Davies. ‘ Ephraim Duke.
Adam Archibong. John Ephraim;
Egbo Tom. Do-dar-nar.
'Antero Yeung. Bass Africa.
George Duke. Ofl'erong Archibong.
Bass Henshaw.

:P.S.-—'—All Duke Town gentlemen be glad to see you.

 

Inclosure _7 in No. 70.

The Missionaries of the Church of Scotland, Old Calabar, to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir,- . Old Calabar River, January 22, 1856.
WE, the agents of the United Presbyterian Church Mission in Old Calabar,

beg to express to you our sincere gratification that you have been selected to
fill the Important office of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for this region of the
globe; and. on this, your first official visit to this river, to congratulate you on
your appomtment.

Most of us had formerly opportunity of forming acquaintance with you,
and 'are fully persuaded that you will, with all uprightness of purpose, endeavour
to dlscharge the important duties devolving on you, in ‘such a manner as shall
.ydo‘honour to your office, and justify the confidence reposed in you by Her
'Bntannic Majesty’s Government.

Your knowledge of that part of the West African coast placed under your
Consular authority, will greatly aid you in the efficient performance of your
1mportant trust, 111 sucha manner as will secure all confidence in your judgments,
both from the native tribes, and from our fellow-subjects trading with‘ or
reSJdent among them.

As agents of a Christian Mission, we cannot, of course, expect or desire
‘any (hsllflayof the physical pewer with. which you are armed, as aid to us in the
work of evangehzing and civilizing the tribes among whom we labOur'; but 'as
the Representatlve of England, you possess a vast moral influence over the
natwe trlbee Inhablting this portion of Africa, and this influence we feel assured
you wlll, w1th all prudence, employ towards the abolition of many inhuman
praetlces which still prevail amongst them. -
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We trust that a prolonged course of usefulness is before you, in this and

the surrounding regions; and commending you to the keeping and guidance of

Him by whom “ Kings reign and Princes decree justice,” we are, &c.,

(Signed) HOPE M. 'WADDELL.
WM. ANDERSON.
HUGH GOLDIE.
SAMUEL EDGERLEY.
ALEXR. SUTHERLAND.

JOHN R. WYLIE.
ARCHIBALD HEWAN, Surgeon. .
JAMES I—IADDISON.

 

Inclosure 8 in No. 70.

Consul Hutchinson to the Missionaries of the Church of Scotland, Old Calabar.

Rev. Sirs and Gentlemen, Old Calabm- River, January 22, 1856.

. YOUR address just presented to me: has brought up many. agreeable

recollections of my first visit to Africa. Amongst them none are more pleasing

than the remembrance that it was made to Old Calabar, Where the privileges,

and, I trust, many spiritual advantages, were mine, of forming an acquaintance

With many respected members of your body.

I have come out to discharge the duties incumbent on the high position

entrusted to me by Her Majesty’s Government, resolved, by the aid of Him

without Whose grace man’s resolutions are nothing, to show no fear, and be

guilty of no favour or affection towards any class of men ; but to do justice, as

far as I have power, Without distinction of race or colour, to all Within my

Consular authority. Without unnecessarilyinterfering in local prejudices, it

shall ever be my duty to point out to the natives how their barbarous super-

stitions stand as barriers to the development of the industrial resources of their

country. With this shall also be exercised such (moral influence as I possess,

to'impress on them my belief that Christianity and civilization are cause and

effect in raising up Africa from her present conditi'on of helpless infancy, to the

health and vigour of manhood.
That you may all succeed in the glorious work which you have undertaken,

namely, engrafting on the minds of the rising generation within the sphere of

your labOurs the doctrines of Him Who came upon earth “to preach peace and

good-will amongst men,” is my fervent prayer. ,

, , I have, &c.

(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 71.

Consul Hutchinson to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received March 19.)

My Lord, Fernando ‘Po, February‘2, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated December 7, 1855, informing me that inreply to your Lord-

ship’s representation. to the Admiralty, a letter had been received stating that

directions had been given to Commodore Adams to provide a man-of-war to

enable me to visit the rivers in the Bight of Biafra once in three months, if the

other exigencies of the station will admit of his doing so. _

Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Bloodhound,” which has accompanied me to

Cameroons and Old Clalabar, steamed away to-day from Clarence Cove at 2 P.M.,

to assist Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Hecate,” the vessel of the senior officer of'

the Eights, Which has grounded on Lagos bar ; and as my presenee is required

in Bonny to investigate further matters relative to the burning of the ships

“ Martha ” and “ Saracen,” as well as of the plundering of the wrecks'by the,

natives, I have written an application to the senior officer of the'Bights, requesting

him t8 sendBme back the “ Bloodhound” as soon as he can. With itI have

LASS . "
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incl'osed to him a copy of your Lordship’s despatch acknowledged in the first
part of this. '

1 Meanwhile I am proceeding in the mail-steamer “ Gambia” to Qld

Calabar, which will return here before her departure to England. The business

which calls me there is to demand the restoration of sixteen puncheons of palm
oil, which a. British supercargo forcibly and unlawfully took possession of,

although knowing‘it to be the preperty of another British subject, a. negro trader

from Sierra Leone. .
I shall forward to your Lordship hIS Excellency Governor Hill’s despatch

to 1116 en the subject by the next mail.
' I have, 830.

(Signed) THOS. JV HUTCHINSON.
 

Inclosure in No. 71.:

Cdnsul Hutchinson to the Senior Ofiicer of the Rights Division.

Sir, Fernando Po, February 2, 1856.

I’ HAVE to request you will permit the “ Bloodhound” to return here as

Soon as pessible, or send me some other steamer equally suitable for an aseent

of the rivers within my jurisdiction.
'My presence is required in Bonny to investigate matters connected with a

recent burning of two merchantgvessels, the “ Martha ” and “ Saracen,” as well
as in Brass, to make an Anti—Slave Trade and a Commercial Treaty there,‘ with
the Chiefs of that locality. _

I inclose you a copy of a despatch received from Lord Clarendon, per
steamer “ Gambia.” ‘

t I am, 810.
(Signed) THOS. J. HUTCHINSON.

 

No. 72.

The Earl Of Clarendon to Consul Hutchineon.

Sir, . v Foreign Oflice, March 27, 1856.
I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve the form ofVmanumission certificate

granted by you to the 10 persons referred to in the letter from the Rev.
W. Anderson, of which a copy is inclosed in your despatch of the 31st 'Gf'
Januarylas’tfi

I am, 860.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 73.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice,‘ March 29, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 31st of Januaryj inclosing a
copy of the Treaty signed on the 21st of that month by you and the Chiefs of
Old Town, Old Calabar, and I have to state to you that there are two points in
the IIhd Article of that Treaty which require explanation, namely: 1513. With
regard to the circumstances under which you admitted into that Article the '
exception which allows the use of the poison-nut as an ordeal, upon the con-
currence of the Chiefs of the other towns; and 2nd1y. With reference to the
protest which Mr. Anderson addressed to you on the 18th of January, 1856,
against the stipulation contained in Mr. LynslagEr’s Treaty with Old Calabar,
of January 18, 1855, providing that the twin children borne by natives of that
place should be consigned to the care of the Scottish missionaries._ ‘

’5 No. 70. , 1' No. 69.
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I have to request that you will inform me whether the Scottish missionaries

at Old Calabar gave their assent to the concluding part of the above-mentioned

'Article of your Treaty of the 2lst of January, 1856, which provides that

children, on the death of their mothers, shall not be buried with them, but be

handed over to the care of the Scottish missionaries at Old Calabar.

If the missionaries have given such assent, this provision is, of course, free

from all objection; and with reference to the other Articles of the Treaty of

January 21, 1856, I have the satisfaction to acquaint yo'u that‘they are approved

by Her Majesty’s Government. . '

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. '74.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hutchinson.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 31, 1856.

‘I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve of your having bound over the.
two Sierra. Leone men, Paul and Boyd, resident at Old Calabar, in the sum of
51. and 10L respectively, to keep the peace towards their wives, as reported in
your despatch of the Blst of January lastfi“ . ‘

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

5* "No. 70..
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No. 75.

. “ Consul Ne-wnham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received March 19.)

MY Lord, Monrovia, December 31, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a cppy of four despatches
iidressed by me to the senior officer of Her Britannia Majesty’s navy, Sierra

one.
' I' beg to state that the aforesaid despatches contain all the information I

have gleaned respecting the Slave Trade during this year, 1855.
» I have, &c.

(Signed) J. G2 C. L. NEWNHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 75'.

Consul Newnham to the Senior Oflicer, Sierra Leone.

Sir, Monrovia, September 10,1855.

THIS day personally appeared before me, at my' ofiice in this town,
J. Frederickson, master of the Hamburgh schooner “ Liberia,” and stated as
follows, viz. :—

That on or about the 29th of last month (August), there came on heard his
vessel, the “ Liberia,” whilst at anchor of? Simon, a port of entryin the Republic
of‘Liberia, one Domingo Mustich, master of the schooner “Mariana,” from
I-Iavana, flying Spanish colours from the said vessel “ Mariana,” then laying-to
1n the offing, 'and made inquiries as to trade, and whether slaves were to be
obtained, &c.

It is the opinion of the master of the “Liberia.” that the “Mariana ” is
about to take in slaves.

On the 19th of last month (August) came to anchor in this port of entry ‘
an American vessel of suspicious appearance, the “ Alexander Mitchell,” from
New York, Whose owner has been engaged in the Slave Trade: foremast square ;
malt: atld mizenmast schooner rigged; supercargo a Spaniard. I transmit the
“ L1ber1a__ Herald,” No. 9, of August 22, 1855,, wherein is an article respecting
an Am‘erlcan vessel of suspicious appearance. '

I have, 810.
(Signed) J. G. C. L. NEWNHAM.,

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 75.

Consul Newnha‘m to the Senior Ofilcer, Sierra Leone.

Sir, ' Monrovia, November 10, 1855'.
THIS day personally appeared before me, at my office in this town,

J.. Frederickson, master of the Hamburgh schooner “ Liberia.” and stated as
foilows, 'viz.-:—--
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That at daybreak, November 4, 1855, whilst sailing from Nanna-kroo to

Tembo, he espied a brigantine laying-to, head northward, and that after he had

hoisted the Hamburgh flag, the said brigantine steered southward.

Further, that the said brigantine was of suspicious appearance, her copper

being painted white, her bulwarks black, With a red streak, and having a greater

number of hands on board than is usual for vessels of like size trading on this

coast.
Lastly, that when he cast anchor at 'I‘embo, he learnt that a canoe had‘

been sent on shore to Gibo‘u for Kroomen, and that the said brigantine was

bound for Loanda.
I have, &c.

(Signed) J. G. C. L NEWNHAM.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 75.

Consul Newnham to the Senior Oflicer, Sierra Leone.

Sir, Monrovia, December ,3, 1855.

I HAVE learnt that the “ Alemander lVI'Ztchell,” the vessel I made mention

of to you in my despatch of September 10, 1855, has recently shipped 500

slaves a little below Cape Palmas ; and I beg to state that the report isfully

credited. _

Could Her Majesty’s cruizers visit Monrovia more frequently, it is the

universal opinion here that, in a short time, one or more prizes would he‘taken

as slavers. Though they may not procure slaves within the jurisdiction of this

Republic, they occasionally touch at this port, gain information respecting Her

Majesty’s ships, and thereby are enabled to escape, with greater surety, capture.

. I have, &c.
(Signed) J. G. C. L. NEWNHAM.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 75. .

Consul Newnham to the Senior Oficer, Sierra Leone.

Sir, Monrovia, December 31, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the brig “ Zeno,” of New York,

(the property of the owner of the “ Alexander Mitchell,” the vessel I made

mention of to you in my desPatches of September 10 and December 3, 1855),.

anchored off Cape Mesurado, December 18, 1855.

I have learnt that one Luscombe commands the “ Zeno,” and that he'is the

son of the captain of the ‘F Alexander Mitchell.” , v

Further, that the name of the supercargo is Sanchez; that he is, a native 01’

Cuba; and that he has. been five years a clerk to Pietro Blanca, of Slave—Traflic

notoriety. - e ’

Lastly, the “ Zeno” left this port, I believe, for the Island of Mataeon,

December 29, 1855. .

I personally communicated with Commander Phillips, of Her Britannia

' Majesty’s steamer “ Alecto,” December 28, 1855, respecting the aforesaid

subject. - ,

I have, 810. 7 '

(Signed) J . G. C. L. NEWNHAM.
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No. 76.

ConsuZ-Geneml Hill to the Earl of Clarendon.—-'-(Received November 12.)

My Lord, Government House, Sierra Leone, September 20, 1855.

, I HAVE the honour to forward the inelosed letter, with inclosures, addressed
to your Lordship by Mr. Hanson.

I beg to assure your Lordship that I have noticed with regret the Consular
Agent’s Report of the active Traffic carried on in transporting domestic slaves
from the'rivers in the neighbourhood of the Sherbro to the north of this colony,
and it shall be my anxious duty to prevent, as far as possible, this transit.

I hope to secure the services of the steamer “ Dover,” new at the Gambia,
about the month of November next, when I purpose Visiting the Sherbro, that I
may judge for myself the state of affairs on that part of the coast.

I have, 810.
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL.

 

Inelosure l in No. 76.

Consul Hanson to the Earl of Clarendon.

(Extract) ‘ Victoria, Sherbro Island, July 4, 1855.
I DO myself the honour'to submit, for your Lordship’s information, my

Report upon the condition of the Slave Trade in the Sherbro country and the
adjacent districts during the past six months. '

The indigenous Slave Trade~~if I may so designate it—is, if possible, more
actively prosecuted than ever 5 and this becomes a matter of commercial'and
political importance, inasmuch as the countries which yield the produce in
which the British market is interested are just those to which the Susoos and
Mandingos resort, and they are there in very great numbers. They have
acquired such influence in the country, that they have, it appears, established a
system of terrorism, by means of which the British subjects trading in the
neighbourhoods which they frequent are compelled altogether to ayeid coming
to me, lest it should be suspected that they come to give me information
respecting the former, the consequence of Which would, be that our fellow-
subjects would be expelled those neighbourhoods. Very many of the Susoo and
Mandingo canoes have already obtained cargoes, and passed out of these
waters, but many also are constantly passing into the rivers.

Your Lordship will see, from the inclosed cepies of despatches, that 1 have
not failed to communicate whatever trustworthy information I have received, to
the British naval oflfi'cers accessible to me, and to his Excellency the Acting
Governor of Sierra Leone. It only remains for me to assure your Lordship
that my information was derived from sources entirely reliable, many of the
witnesses actually seeing whereof they affirmed. I have myself also seen no
less than twentyrcanoes during the six months, Which were reported to me as
containing slaves. .

It appears to me that the character of the Sherbro Treaty—With reference



AFRICA. (Consular) "Sherbro River. I 19

to the question of this indigenous Slave Trade—is, in the last degree, serious.

1f the native slave~dealers are permitted to trample on that Article of the Treaty

which provides for their capture under given circumstances in these waters (and

they certainly do trample on the Treaty, if they can come here and buy and carry

away slaves with impunity), not only Will the prestige still attaching to Her

Majesty’s service be soon blown to the Winds, but the very name of the British

Government itself Will become a laughing-stock to these semi-savages. On

the ground of policy, therefore, my Lord, it deserves attention.

On the ground of expediency, too, it is of great importance to consider

what is to be done, as it involves the interests of Her Majesty’s subjects trading

here. The trafic in palm oil, palm kernels, and rice, cannot co-exist With the

Slave Trade; and if the latter be not put down, it will soon extinguish the

former. The one is the calling of the Chiefs, the other the occupation of the

people; and in the same proportion as the Chiefs dominate, their calling Will

bear down the people’s occupation. If, indeed, my Lord, the people knew their

power—if they knew that it is even by themselves that their Chiefs oppress

them—there would be no difficulty, there need be no apprehension for the

results of a fair competition between the Slave Trade and the commerce in

produce. But the. people do not know their power; and because they do not,

we have the result it is my painful duty to report to your Lordship.

Again, on the ground of humanity it commends itself to consideration; for

it may be questioned if—either in its direct character and concomitant circum-

stances, or in its results—the trans-oceanic Slave Trade is worse than, if so bad

as, the Foulah land-trafliic. ,

It ought perhaps, indeed, my Lord, to have been deliberately weighed what

might be the probable effect upon the destinies of the Colony of Sierra Leone,

before any such provision was inserted in the Sherbro Treaty. That question

is now, however, no longer open. It is an Article in the Treaty. The question,

therefore, now is, is it expedient, is it humane, is it politic, to suffer it to become

worse than a dead letter, by degenerating into an element of mischief ?

With reference to the foreign Slave Trade, and the reported presence of the

two hitherto notorious prosecutors of it referred to in the inclosures, I have the

honour to inform your Lordship that among my informants are persons of entire

probity, and that the information obtained from them has been subsequently

corroborated by the admissions of some of the native Chiefs themselves.

The people in and about the Gallinas would have a manifest interest in ,

concealing the'faot, or their knowledge of it, from. British naval ofi‘icers—at

, least until such time ‘as they might hope that the disclosure would benefit

them.
For the sake of humanity, for the well-being of this country, and in regard

to the interests of the Ianul traders, I shall but too truly rejoice to find that I

have been misinformed, and that neither of those mischief-makers has been near

here.
‘ Respecting the alleged visit of the Spanish vessel (so called) to the Turtle

Islands, I am certain of the correctness of my information. Of the nationality

of'the vessel, I’cannot,vof course, afirm. But that a vessel, said by the natiyes

to be a slayer, was there for eighteen days ; that in that very interval the Susoo

and Mandingo canoes were very active ; and that, during the period of her

being at the Turtle Islands, a Spanish gold coin found its way from the same

neighbourhood to one of the English factories here, is indisputable ; and I

think, my Lord, that a fair inference may be drawn from a combination of these

facts.
‘

I do myself the honour, in conclusion, to add that your Lordship may rely

upon my not relaxing in my endeavours to obtain all the information I can, and

to communicate it to the officers of Her Majesty’s naval service whom I may

have the means of reaching.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 76.

Consul Hanson to Commander Heselt'ine.

Sir, Victoria, Sherbm Island, January 29, 1855.

HAVING occasion to suppose that the vessel which is referred to in the

inclosed despatoh was Her Majesty’s ship under your command, I do myself

the honour to forward it for your infonnation ; and I avatI myself of the opporo

‘tunity to inform you that it would appear, from mformatlon Whlch has reached

me, that two slave-vessels are hovering about the Gallinas2 and that Crlspo is m

the neighbourhood of Cape Mount and Manor Rock, endeavouring to arrange

for the purchase of cargoes for those vessels.
I have, Sac.

(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON.

 

Inolosure 3 in No. 76.

Consul Hanson to the Commander of Her Majesty’s Ship of Seabar.

Sir, Victoria, Sherbro Island, January 4, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that it has just been reported to me
that Her Majesty’s ship, under your command, anchored at Seahar yesterday,
and I therefore beg to inquire if there be any service which I can render you.

I do myself the honour to state to you that if your presence in this vicinity
has any connection With an effort to suppress the oanoe-transportTraffic in
Slaves, so rife here, those canoes do not pass out at Seabar, but by way of the
entrance to this water, between the Yaltuoka River and the Turtle Islands.
They are very active just now. Two canoes, with heavy cargoes, passed out on
Tuesday, two on Monday, and one on Sunday last. They pass at night, and
probably reach the sea about daylight. , . . _

Hoping you may succeed in arresting several, and so be mstrumental m
doing much to check the abominable Traffic, I have, &c.

(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 76.

Consul Hanson, to Acting Governor Dougau.

Sir,” , Victoria, Sherbro Island, M'atch 3, 185.5.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that many Susoo canoes are again
crowding into the Kittam and Gallinas countries, and that I have reason to fear
that there is great probability of serious disturbances arising out of their presence
there, the result of which must inevitably be the stoppage of the legitimate trade
with those districts, and consequent serious detriment to the interests of British
traders. ,

I cannot but regret that the impression should have been given you that
the stoppage of the 311500 and Mandingo intercom’se—for slave-trading pur-
poses_—witl1 the Sherbro, would be disadvantageous to lawful trade. It appears

V that events are approaching Which will bring to issue the value and correctness
of the opinions which I entertain, and have had the honour to express, or of
those which, as I have reason to believe, have been expressed toyour Excellency
from other sources.

I regret that at this juncture I have heard of the death of John Fortune,
late a Chief in the Kittam, who had recently signed the Treaty in Sierra Leone.
Your Excellency is aware that the'Treaty so signed had never been promulgated
by Fortune, and that it may therefore be fairly questioned Whether the observance
of the stipulations of that Treaty can be enforced in Kittaln.

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON.

 



AFRICA. (Umsulafl—Sherbro River. 121

Inclosure 5 in N0. 76.

Consul Hanson to Acting Governor Dougan.

(Extract) Victoria, Sherbro Island, March 9, 1855.

IT is probably known to your Excellency that some few months since

Prince Mannah, Chief of the Gallinas, paid a Visit to Callamolodoo, a Chief in

Bullam, at Loongi, on the Bullam shore. You may aIso be aware that when

Prince Mannah was returning to the Gallinas, by the Way of Sierra Leone and

the Sherbro, Callamoodoo sent his brother Senesi with six large canoes, to escort

(as it was pretended) that Chief on his return home.

‘ I have the honour to inform your Excellency that, under the semblance of

paying a compliment to a respected friend (so, atleast, there is reason to believe),

Callamoodoo entered into arrangements with Mannah for carrying on the Trade

in Slaves; for one of the canoes which came here and went to the Gallinas with

Prince Mannah, has already returned, laden with (as I am informed, 45) slaves;

and it is very highly probable that the remaining five canoes, together with others

which, it is said, Callamoodoo is to send, and has sent, to Prince Mannah,.are a1]

destined to take away slaves.
It appears to me, Sir, that the time is come for Her Majesty’s Government

to take measures respecting GaIIinas, and to determine whether that district is to

be regarded as pertaining to the Republic of Liberia, or whether Prince Mannah

is to be treated as an independent Chief. and to be required to observe the

provisions of the many Treaties into which he has entered with Her Majesty’s

Government; for I conscientiously hold the opinion which I had the honour to

express to his Excellency Rear-Admiral Bruce, the late Commander-in-chief 'of

Her Majesty’s Naval Forces on this coast, shortly after my arrival at this post,

that “ as long as the Gallinas is an unoccupied district ”—that is, not embraced

in somerBritish Consular district——“ so long and so surely will opportunity be

afforded for the revival [and continuance] of the Slave Trade...” ‘

I have been informed that Pedro Blanco and Pablo Crispo have both

been very recently in the Gallinas, and that they went a considerable way into

the interior.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 76.

Consul Hanson to Commander Heseltine.

Sir, Victoria, Sherbro Island, March 10, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your kind note of the

8th instant this day at noon, by the hand of Lieutenant Staples and Mr. Haines ;

and, in reply, I beg to inform you that, since I had the honour to address you

last, I have heard that both Crispo and Blanco have been in 'the Gallinas, and

that they went into the interior to make arrangements for the purchase of

slaves, who, it is supposed, are to be transported by canoes to the northward,

whence they will be shipped. This report, however, may be designedly set en

foot to mislead as to the true scent, It is reported that Crispo and Blanco have

left the coast about two weeks ago, for the present, but onlyvfor a time. , Soly-

man and Manor Rock were the places Where the vessel were seen: a brig, and,

apparently, an American.
Prince Mannah, of the Gallinas, is endeavouring te find an excuse for

disturbing the country ; and I have no doubt that it is with the double object of

enabling him and his compeers the more readily to get slaves to supjily the

demand, and of Compelling the traders to leave the rivers, so that no intelligence

may be communicated of their movements. .

Should I learn anything further, or more definite, I will not fail to commu-

nicate with you without loss of time.
I have, 820. - 7

(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON.

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 7 in No. 76.

Acting Governor Dougan to Consul Hanson.

Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, M'ay 11, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letters of the 3rd, 9th, and ‘
21 st March, informing me of many Susoo canoes again crowding into the
Kittam and Gallinas countries, and that you had reason to fear that serious
disturbances might probably arise from their presence, the result of which would
inevitably be the stoppage of the legitimate trade With those districts, and
consequent serious detriment to the interests of British traders.

2. This state of things is greatly to be regretted. The only means I have
at present of crippling this’traflic is by the aid of men-of-war stationed upon
this part of the coast. I have frequently applied to the Commanders to proceed
to that neighbourhood, Which they have done without efi'ect.

3. I have also represented to the Commodore the necessity of sending a
cruizer t0 the Sherbro, and he has kindly placed the “ Ferret ” at my disposal.
Commander Leckie has, however, just returned to this port from thence, and he
has reported to me that all is quiet.

4. I have inquired into Prince Mannah’s movements, and I am informed that
he is now engaged in legitimate commerce, and that one of his canoes was seen
by “ Ferret ” with produce on board.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. DOUGAN.

 

Inclosure 8 in No. 76.

Consul Hanson to Commodore Adams.

Sir, Victoria, Sherbro L91ahd,June23, 1855.
I DO myself the honour, in obedience to instructions; I have received from

Her’Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to inform you
that slaves continue to be transported, almost daily, from the Kittam, Gallinas,
and Boom countries, through these waters, to places to the north of the Colony
of Sierra Leone.

So bold and insolent have those Who are prosecuting" this business become,
that~they do not hesitate to stop near some of the factories here to purchase rice
occasionally, and to procure water. During the current month, twelve canoes
have, to my certain knowledge, passed. ‘

On or about the 13th of May last, a vessel reported to be Spanish (and in
all probability one of the two Which had been prowling about Manor Rock,
respecting whiehI have had the honour of communicating With Commanders
Heseltine and Leckie), put into the Turtle Islands and left there on the Blst of
that month. May it not be, Sir, that some of the many canoes Which passed
about that time With slaves, discharged their lading on board of her, and thus
provided her With a cargo? The covert of the anchorage where she lay is so
afimplete, that a ship passing at sea. cannot see anything of a vessel laying
t ere. '

I have also learned that Prince Mannah, of the Gallinas, has now a large
number of slaves in chain ready for transyort at Gendemah, his place of
residence. '

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON.
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No. 77.

Consul—Geneml Hill to the Earl of Olarendon.~—-(Received November 12.)

My Lord, Government House, Sierra Leone, October 10, 1855. V

I HAVE the honour to forward Mr. Hanson’s Quarterly Report, and I
regret to remark the desponding tone in which the Consular Agent speaks of
the state of the Sherhro country generally

I am exercising every means at my disposal to capture any canoes that may
be passing from the Sherbro waters to the northward of this colony, and no
exertion or energy shall be wanting on my part to put dOwn this disgraceful
Traffic, which has been and is carried on, as Mr. Hanson truly remarks, not
purely for domestic purposes, but, in my opinion, for Sale to slave-dealers, and
subsequent transportation.

I have applied to the Governor of Gambia for the “Dover ” steamer, and
hope to have that vessel available for the use of this Government by the, end of
next month, when I purpose to proceed to the Sherbro, that I may personally
make myself acquainted with the actual social condition of the natives there, .
and, if possible, persuade them to desist from the hostile intentions towards each
other, as pointed out in the inclosed report.

. I have, &c,
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL.

 

Inclosure in No. 77. ,

Consul Hanson t0 the Earl of Clarendon.

(Extract) ' Victoria, Sherbro Island, October 1, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that during the quarter
just ended there has been, so far as I have had the means of knowing, no
trans oceanic Slave Trade carried on in this country.

The indigenous Slave Trade, however, carried on, not for purely domestic

purposes, but as really and as certainly for purposes of traffic and gain as the
former, and in its character and in its results equally, as that, calculated to

chattelise man and to infringe every right of humanity--is as active as ever. 1

cannot refrain fi'om repeating the expression of the conviction I have already
taken the liberty to, state to your Lordship, that, if it he suffered for but a short
time longer to run riot in the districts in which it is now so rife, it will at no

very distant day entirely appropriate them to itself, and close them to the produce

trade.
A remarkable evidence ofthe increase of that Traflic Since the commence- '

ment of the hubbub respecting the “ Mallighea ” affair, is, that Whereas formerly

' the canoes engaged in it usually commenced to come into these southern waters .

about the end of March and the beginning of Aprii, after the previous year’s

cargoes had been conveyed away, now, very considerable numbers are reported

to be coming in before the old companies have all left. ’

 

No. 78. _/.—-~' ’

Consul-General Hiii to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 21,» 1856.)

My Lord. Government House, Sierra Leone, December 1, 1855;

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Spanish barque “ Fernando

Po ” has been wrecked in this harbour since her release.

The master ran this Vessel into one of the bays close to Free Town,
intending to clean her bottom; she struck on a_rock, and being a very sharp-
built ship, fell over on her broadside and bilged.

There is no hopeof saving her.
‘ i I have, &0.

(Signed) STEPHEN J . HILL.
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No. 79.

Consul-General Hill to the Earl of Clarendon.———(Received January 21 , 1856.)

My Lord, Government House, Sierra Leone, December 11, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Macartney, manager of

the Western District of this Colony, captured, on the morning ot'the 9th instant,

two canoes with 86 slaves on board, within British waters, at about two miles
from the Banana Islands. '

2. The following is a list of the persons so captured 2—— ’

Men . . . . . 1 2'7
Women . . . . . . 13
Boys . . . . .- . ‘25
Girls . . . . . . 21

Total . . . . 86 persons.

All of Whom were landed and handed over to the'Libemted African Department
at Free Town, pending adjudication.

3. These slaves were being transported in canoes from the Sherbro river,
belonging to Mandingos of Fouricariah and Moribiah in the Mellicourie river,
north of this Colony, having been purchased as spoils of war, and were, I have
no doubt, intended for shipment from one of the northern rivers.

,4. I have much satisfaction in stating, that though at first disposed to offer
resistance, the men in charge of the slaves immediately surrendered, When a
demonstration of force was made by the boat in command of Mr. Macartney,
and no person on either side was injured on the occasion.

5. ' I beg leave to add that Her Majesty’s steamer “ 'I‘eazer ” arrived here this
day, from a cruize off Cape Mount, and I regret to find that, from the reports of
the commander, it appears that an American barque named the “ Alexander
Mitchell ” has lately left a place called Tahoe, with a cargo of 500 s1aves.

' 1 have, &c.
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL.

 

No. 80.

The Earl of Clarendon to Cansul-Gener‘al Hill.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 25, 1856.
'IHAVE received your despatch of the 11th. ultimo, in Which you report

the capture, Within British waters, by Mr. Macartney, the manager of the
Western District of Sierra, Leone, of two canoes with 86 slaves on board; and I
have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with
satisfaction the proceedings of Mr. Maeurtney in this matter.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 81.

Cbnsul- General Hill to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received February 8.)

(Extract) Government House, Sierra Leone, January 17, 1856.

IHAVE great satisfaction in informing your Lordship that 119 natives

have heen rescued from slavery, ”by the capture of three canoes in the Sierra

Leone river, twenty miles from Freetown, about 1 o’clock on the morning of the
14th instant.

I had received information from Mr. Macartney, the manager ' of the
Western District of this Government, that he had boarded three canoes to the
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south—east of the Colony, and he had reason to suppose slaves had been landed

from each, for the purpose of crossing the Quiah territory to be re-shipped in

the Sierra Leone river.
I immediately dispatched Mr. Mallard, the harbour-master, and a Mr. Pike,

in two boats, to blockade the river and intercept the canoes in crossing,

and the result has been the capture of the three canoes with their living

cargoes, consisting of 28 men, 22 women, 44 boys, and 25 girls, making a

total of 119 persons, packed together in the bottoms of the canoes,,as is always

the case, in a Very confined space, and enduring the torture of a constrained and

painful position.
I regret to add that the crews of the canoes being. far superior in

numbers, resisted the boats, and, in consequence, two men of the slave—crew are

severely wounded, and one man of the Government boats slightly injured; these

wounds are all given by the cutlass, as Messrs. Mallard and Pike, from a

praiseworthy motive, if possible, to prevent bloodshed or loss of life, prevented

their crews from using their fire—arms, and I have considered it but just to

express to both gentlemen my approval of their courageous conduct and

merciful forbearance ‘in not allowing their crews, when resisted, to use their

fire-arms.
Your Lordship will perceive that, in a period of less than six weeks, 205

natives have been rescued from slavery under my deputations, besides‘ 45

brought into the Eastern District by accident; a clear proof how active this

inhuman Traffic is. and has been, within sight of the shores of this Colony, and

which accounts for the constant wars between the tribes, originating, as I believe,

in the thirst for slave~dealing, entailing misery on the unhappy persons seized,

demoralizing in its effects, and leaving a stigma on this Government that Such

disgraceful proceedings should be enacted in its immediate vicinity.

I would assure your Lordship that no energy shall be wanting on my part

to put down this great evil. ‘

 

No. 82.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- General Hill.

Sir, Foreign Oficc, February 13, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 17th ultimo, reporting the

measures adopted by you Which resulted in the capture of three canoes in the

Sierra Leone river, having on board 119 slaves; and I have the satisfaction to

acquaint you that your zeal and activity in the suppression ' of Slave Trade are

highly appreciated by Her Majesty’s Government.

I have, at the same time, to request that you will state to Messrs. Mallard

andyPike that Her Majesty’s Government have approved their conduct in this

affair. ‘
I am, &c. ~

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 83.

Consul- General Hill to the Earl of Clarerzdons—(Receihed March 19.)

My Lord, Government House, Sierra Leone, February 18, 1856.

I HAVE“ the honour to inform your Lordship that ‘9 slaves escaped from a

town called Kakie, opposite the Island of Matacong, to the northward of this

Colony, andarrived in a canoe at Freetown on the 1st instant. . I .‘

This party, consisting of 7 men; 1' woman, and 1 boy, I have located at the

village of Russell, in the Western Division of this Government.
I have, &c.

(Signed) STEPHEN J.. 4H1LL.
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No. 84.

M’r. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 12.)

My Lord, , Rio de Janeiro, March 16, 1855.

THE ships composing Her Majesty’s naval squadron on this station
continue unremittingly to cruise off the coast, and visit the harbours of Brazil,
and the Brazilian Government likewise maintain an establishment of cruizers in
active service; but I am happy to say that there are no present indications of the
Slave Trade being carried on in this country. ‘

Shortly after the war between Great. Britain and Russia broke out, ,a
movement amongst the slave-traders was observable here, and, according to
the intelligence received from Portugal, there likewise. Agents of the Slave
Trade Association, of Which the head-quarters are in the latter country, where
the slavedealers expelled from Brazil have established themselves, came over
here to communicate with their friends in order to a renewal of the Trade, but
they found Her Majesty’s Government, Naval Commanders, and Diplomatic and
Consular Agents, as intent as ever upon the suppression of the Slave Trade, and
the Brazilian Government likewise fully determined to prevent its revival, and

' thus they saw themselves frustrated in their nefarious designs. . '
I conceive that the cooperation which was fortunately established between

the BraZilian Government _ and Her Majesty’s Legation shortly after the present
Administration came into power», in September 1853, and which it had been my
object to bring about, has been productive of much good. '

I do not fail constantly to impress upon the Brazilian Ministers that the
slaVe-traders 'are ever active and enterprising, and on the look-out to avail
themselves of the first opportunity to renew the Traffic, for Which the present
high price of labour in Brazil offers such great pecuniary inducements; that we
must, consequently, not relax for one moment our vigilance, so as not to be
taken by surprise, but that, on the contrary, we must continue it for some years
to come, and be ever prepared to combat the machinations, or meet the more
overt attempts, of our foes. '

I must do the Brazilian Ministers the justice to say, that they always
express to, me their concurrence With these views. One important object gained,
is that the subordinate Brazilian authorities become convinced of the sincere
intention of their Government to put doWn the Slave Trade. '

If I have not‘for some time past been under the necessity of addressing
your Lordship on the subject of the Traffic, my attention has not been the less
directed to it; but I have not had anything of importance to report.

I am. also on the watch I to see that due supervision is exercised by the
Brazilian authorities overfvessels arriving from and proceeding to the Coast of
Africa, but I have not hitherto observed any want of such supervision.

I have, 850.. ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No.85.

The Chevalier de Macedo to the' Earl'of Clarendon.—-(Reccived April 13.)

My Lord, Le’gation Impe’riale (lu Bre’sil, le 12 Avril, 1855.

J’Al l’honneur de vous transmettre les copies ci—jointes des lettres qui ont

été adressées par Pedro Martins Jambo, Brésilien, ’et sobrecargue du brick

Portugais “ Liberal,” au Consul de Sa, Majesté Britannique é Lagos, et de la

réponse faite par celui-ci 51 1a premiére de ces lettres.

De la lecture de ces documents, votre Excellence verra que Jambo’ a. recu

du Roi de Lagos un ordre de quitter le pays en cinq jours; que, croyant cet

ordre provoqué par le Consul, i1 l’a prié d’employer son influence pour le faire

retirer. Le Consul lui a fait connaitre, qu’en efi'et l’ordre du Roi avait été

exigé par l’officier commandant 1a station navale Anglaise, en vei'tu d’un Traité.

Jambo répond 51 cela, que la Traité ne peut lui étre applicable, puisqu’il, n’était

arrive’ 91 Lagos qu’en Octobre 1854, et qu’il n’était pas engagé dans la Traite des

Négres. '

Dés sa premiére lettre, Jambo rappelle au Consul, qu’en arrivant a Lagos i1

s’est présenté a lui, et a exposé l’objet de, son voyage, et le commerce auquel i1

56 livrait. »

L’ordre du Roi de Lagos n’a pas été révoqué, et Jambo a notifié au Consul

son protét contre les pertes qu’é lui, aussi bien qu’é ses commettants, allaient

résulter de l’ordre dicté au Roi par les autori’ce’s Britanniques.

Dans 1a lettre que Jambo écrit a son correspondant ici,i1proteste énergiquer

ment contre le soupgon d’étre engagé dans la Traite des Négres, et prétend que

deux négociants, G. Sandeman et G. B. Scalia, téchent de s’assurer, par tous

les moy’ens, le monopole (111 commerce de Lagos, et que le Consul Britannique

agit sous leur influence. '

Je n’ai aucun moyen‘ £1 ma disposition pour savoir si Jambo. a été on non

engagé dans la Traite des Négres. 11 y a, cependant, trois grands sujets de pré-

somption en sa faveur :—

' 1. Depuis quelque temps il a fait des opérations sur l’Angleterre dans le

commerce de l’hufle de palme, tellement lucratives, é. cause de l’élévation du prix

de c'ette marchandise, qu’aucune contrebande de négres ne pourrait 'égaler,

surtout mis en compte, le risque d’étre pris. '

2. En Novembre 1854, c’est-é—dire, immédiatemént aprés son arrivée é.

Lagos, i1 avait donné ordre :5 son correspondant ici d’assurer conditionnellement

une portion d’huile de palme qu’il se proposait d’embarquer dans les paquebots

suivants. ‘ Ces deux points je tiens d’une maison de commerce de Londres digne

de confiance. '

3. II await déja‘t avancé des sommes ou des marchandises pour obtenir de

l’huile de palms et autres productions «in pays, qui'ne lui étaie'nt- pas encore

remises, et don't il a présenté les détails au Consul.

Ces mémes grands profits résultant‘du commerce légal avec Lagos doivent

étre une raison pour que chacun emploie les moyens possibles pour se l’assu’rer.

11 ne peut étre ni juste ni dans les intentions du Gouvernement Britannique

d’écarter 12L concurrence, par des moyens tels que ceux d'ont se plaint Jambo,

pour assurer 1e monopole :1 des individus quelconques. Le Gouv‘ernement

Anglais, au contraire, vent 1a liberté de commerce méme dams 38S colonies.

Je vous prie done, my Lord, de vouloir bien donner les ordres nécessaires

pour que cette aflaire soit examinée, et pour que justice se fasse é. cet homme.

Il semble qu’a-ucuue autorité ne doit étre armé d’un droit arbitraire d’embarrasser

des opératious connnerciales licites sur 10 simple .soupgon, sans preuve, d’un

crime, quelqu’odieux qu’il suit. Si le Consul cu 1’oflicier Anglais ne peut pas

prouver 1e but criminal du commerce de Jambo, i1 doit étre responsable pour les

torts qu’il lui a causés.
Je m’empreéserai de faire 125% de ceci au Gouvernemen’t Impérial, qui,‘ de

son cfité; ne manquera pas de chercher des informations sur la matiérc.

' Je salsis, 8w.
(Signé) S. DE MACEDO.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 85.

Senhor Jumbo to Consul Campbell.

(Translation.)

Sir, Lagos, January 22, 1855.

AS supercargo of the Portuguese brig “ Liberal,” and manager of the trade
(‘5 caixa da negociacfio”) of the vessel, I should he undeserving of the confidence
reposed in me by the parties interested in the said trade, if I dld not, by all the
means in my power, endeavour to procure the withdrawal of the lllegal order
Which, at your request, the King of Lagos has given me to leave the country
within five days, and this Without attention to the fact that several merchants of
this place owe me the amount of 20,062% gallons of palm oil, 212 coast cloths,
and 30 dollars in silver, according to the account Which, at your request, I
forwarded to yéu on the let instant. ,

After having unsuccessfully employed all the means in my power, the only
thing remaining is to request you, as Consul of Her Britannic Majesty’s Govern-
ment, which is it] amity with that of Brazil, to which nation I belong, that you
will procure the withdrawal of the order, and also that you Will leml me your
powerful protection, so that I may be able to remain here until the hqmdatlon
of the above—mentioned debt. I hope you will not refuse me this favour, having
granted'it to others under similar circumstances, and also because you must
remember that, when I arrived here at the beginning of last October, I took
care to present myself to you, apprising you of the business which brought me
here.

I wait for a reply, and I am, &c.,
(Signed) PEDRO MARTINS JAMBO,

Supercargo of the Portuguese brig “ Liberal.”

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 85.

Senhor Jumbo to Consul Campbell.

(Translation)

Sir, Lagos, January 24, 1855.

I RECEIVED yesterday your letter in reply to mine of the 22nd instant,
and I see the incorrect interpretation which you give to the Treaty of the late
King A-kitoye with Her Britannic Majesty, to the effect of obliging the present '
King Docemo to expel me from this country, without attending to the just
claims which I make to be able to recover the amount due to me here.

The Article of the said Treaty to Which you refer is probably the Vth,
which I have the honour to send you a copy of, to show you that I am aware of
the right on my side :—

“ Article V.--—Europeans or other persons now engaged n the Slave Trade
are to be expelled from the country; the houses, stores, or buildings hitherto
employed as slave~factories, if not converted to lawful purposes within three
months of the conclusion of this engagement.”

As you see, I cannot in any way be included under the said Article, because
I was not in Lagos on the lst of January, 1852, the date of the said Treaty, but
I was in Aquita, supercargo of the Sardinian polacca “Giurietta,” on lawful
business, as I can prove by the register of the Enghsh fort of that harbour; and
I can also prove it now even here, since I arrived at this port long after the
restoration of King .Akitoye, on the lawful trade which I have followed for these
seven years.

‘ I have also to remind you that if Commodore Adams and Commander
Miller understand that they can close this harbour to all Brazilian citizens, it is
your positive duty, in your quality as British Consul, to protest against this
abuse, and not to suffer 1115 interests to be sacrificed, eSpecially as I have done
my business here with your consent.

Nor do I see any reason why you should not afford me the protection
which I have asked for; indeed, I am of opinion that in no way could you
refuse it to me, by virtue of the good harmony existing between the Govern-
ments of Great Britain and of Brazil. ‘
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For all thesevreasons, and to maintain my right, I feel myselfobliged to

protest against you, 01' against whomsoever it may be of right, for the injuries,

losses, and damages, which may result to the business intrusted to me, being

assured that you Will not refuse to sign the protest which 1 shall present to you

in the act. of departing. - v

I am, &0. ‘
(Signed) .I’EDRO MARTINS JAMBO,

Supercargo of the Portuguese brig “ Liberal.”

 

No. 86.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 the Chevalier de Macedo.

M. 16 Chevaher, Foreign Ofice, April 26, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th

instant, inclosing copies of a correspondence which had passed between Senhor

Pedro Martins Jambo, a Brazilian ‘ subject, and Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s

Consul at Lagos, on'the occasion of the former being expelled from that place

in consequence of his connection with Slave Trade transactions, and requesting

that this case may be inquired into, as being one of great injustice towards ‘

Senhor Jambo, who asserts that he was engaged in legitimate traffic.

In reply, I have the honour to inform you that it appears by the despatches

on this subject which have been received from Mr. Campbell, that Senhor Jambo

is notorious as having been formerly engaged in dealing in slaves on the coast of

Africa; that he had lately imported into Lagos, from Brazil, commodities, such

as tobacco, which are not marketable at Lagos, and are only used as objects of

barterin the purchase of slaves ; and that he. was the partner of a Frenehman

named Louis Lamaignere, who had for several years taken an active part in the

Slave Trade at Gallinas and Shebar, on the coast of Africa.

Under these circumstances, Mr. Campbell insisted on the fulfilment of the

Articles of the Anti-Slave Trade Treaty between Her Majesty’s Government and

the King of Lagos providing for the expulsion of slave-dealers- from that

territory, and Senhor Jambo, in company with others equally notorious for their

participation in the Traffic, was ordered out of the country by King Docemo. ,

Senhor Jambo seems to have assumed that, because it was provided by the

Vth Article of the Treaty between Great Britain and the King of Lagos of the

let of January, 1852, that Europeans then engaged in the SlavevTrade were to

beyexpelied from the country, and because he was not at that time at Lagos,

the Treaty in question did not affect him ; but he seems to have overlooked

the fact that it is provided, in another Article of the same Treaty, that “ no

Fropean, or other person Whatever, shall be permitted to reside Within ”the

territory of the King and Chiefs of Lagos for the purpose of carrying on in any

way the Traffic in Slaves.” ' V

And as Mr. Campbell had sufficient grounds for behaving that Senhor

Jambo, and Some other» foreigners previously connected with the Slave Trade,

were about to renew that Traffic at Lagos, Her Majesty’s Government considered

that Mr. Campbell was justified in calling upon the King to fulfil his engagements

under the Article in question. ,
I am,‘&c. '

(Signed) CLARENDON. _

P.S.-I have also to observe that the fact of Mr. Jambo being largely

concerned in the palm-oil trade does not by itself suffice to prove that he was

not capable of dealing in slaves ; for it is well known that Domingo Martinez, the

greatest slave4-dealer in the Eight of Benin, also deals largely in palm-oil, and

that this trade is used by slaveodealers, not only in that quarter but in other

parts of the coast of Africa, as a conVenient cloak for the Slave Trade.
,,

’
C.
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No. 87.

The Eafl of Clarendon to Mr. Hewwi‘d.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiz'ce, May 8, 1855.

WITH, reference to your despatch of the 16th March, reporting the
subcessful efforts made for putting a stop to Slave Trade on the coast of Brale,
I have to inform you that I approve your proceedings in this matter, and that
Her Majesty’s Government have received with sincere satisfaction your state-
ment that there are no present indications of the Slave Trade being carried
on in Brazil, and that the subordinate Brazilian authorities have become
convinced of the intention of their Government to put down the Slave Trade.

 

No. 88.

I Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Received May 13.)

(Eitracti) _ Rio de Janeira,April13, 1855.
SHORTLY after I had forwarded to your Lordship my despatch of the

16th uitimo, stating that, at that moment, there were not any indications of
Slave Trade being carried on in this country, I received information according
to which it appeared that an attempt was being set on foot to revive that
Traffic. .

4 The arrival, on the 9th ultimo,by the mail steam—paeket from Southampton,
of a letter addressed to the notorious slave-dealer Don Francisco RiverOSa, a
Spaniard, led to the belief that he must either have landed or be expected in
this capital or neighbourhood. Having succeeded. in obtaining a copy of this
letter, I have the honour of transmitting it to your Lordship, tegether with a
translation. It is dated Liverpool, February 8, signed F. de 01inga and 00.,
and incloses a price-eurrent of articles adapted for the use of negroes. K

. It was further ascertained that a Slave Trade agent of the name of Cunha
had arrived here in March, having lately left the coast of Africa, being the bearer
of a letter, ofwhich I likewise inclose a translation, from Senhor- J. G. Amorim
to Riyero'sa, dated the 3rd of February last, showing that the object of Cunha’s
and Riverosa‘s cpming to this country was to arrange some new slave-trading
venture to Brazil. There was'likewise reason to suppose that other indiiriduals
were implicated in these transactions.

The whole of this information was given to the Brazilian Government at
aha game time as to myself, and the prosecution of the matter placed in their
an S.,

. I had no reason to doubt the good intentions of the Brazilian Governmen ,
but fearing, from what I had heard, that their action might not be as prompt
on this oocasion as the case required, I thought it advisable, 0n the 30th ultimo,
to address to the Minister for Foreign Affairs a note, stating my opinions of
the importance of the information in. question, and suggesting some measures
which it: might be desirable to adopt. , .

Visc'ount Abaeté replied to me, in a note of the 9th instant, stating that
the Imperial Governmentvhad taken, and would continue to take, every measure,
net only to frustrate any projected attempt at slave-trading, but also to punish
the individuals Who' might be implicated in it. i

‘1 The' annexed are, copy of my note and translation of Viscount Abaeté’s
rep y. . .

. Riverosa. has not yet been discovered. Some persons, believed to be his
accomplices, had been interrogated, others are being watched by the police, and
3, Spaniard named_Mir05 a4 former Slave Trade captain, I am assured, on gooii
authoritthas been ordeireduout of the country. Other steps have likewise, I ‘
am told, been adopted on particular peints of the coast.
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Inelosure 1 in No. 88.

Senhor Amorém to Don Francisco Riverosa.

(Translation) Lisbon, February 3, 185.5.

SOON after your departure, J . Roiz Cunha presented himself here, coming

from Loanda; he says that he came to settle accounts with yen, and that he

abandoned the barracoon in consequence of the nen-appearance of vessels to

receive cargoes, although he was not in charge of the barracoon ; but he did not

choose to remain there also on account of the state of his health.

I shall be glad if you should have already made some arrangement on the

subject upon Which you reckoned When you left this, and if the best result

should attend the affairs of C [qy. Cuba]. The men here are gomg on 1n

the same way as'When you took your departure ; they have not been able to (Io

anything in the I [qy. Islands]. By the packet which is to leave In

March I shall send you the papers which you call for in yours of the 2?rd of

December last past. Our friend Souza writes to you under this date; he IS stfil

sick and infirm.
' Awaiting your orders, I-subscribe myself, 83c.

(Signed) .T. G. AMORIN.

  

 

Inelosure 2 in No. 88.

Messrs. Olinga and Co. to Don Francisco Riverosa,

(Translation) Lévaool, February 8, 1855.

CONFIRMING the contents of our preceding respects of the 8th ultimo,

and Without any of your favours to have the pleasure of replying to, we hasten

to transmit to you the inelosed p. 0. [price current], whereby you will hecome

acquainted With the true state of these markets for those articles Which are,

suitable for the blacks of those countries.

Hoping that the information which it contains may he of some use to you

in the arranging of your affairs, we are, &c:. V .

(Signed) F. DE OLINGA AND CO.

 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 88.

Mr. Howard t0 Viscount de Abaete’.

Sir, Rio de Ja-neiro, March 30, 18.55.

HAVING received information, 'which I understand has likewise been

brought to the knowledge of the Imperial Government, that .a.letter, dated the

8th ultimo, from Liverpool, was brought here by the last mail stea’m-packet from

Southampton, to the address of the notorious slave-trader the Spaniard Francisco

Riverosa, andvthere being consequently every reason to: suspeet that be either

has arrived in this capital or may be expected to do‘so shortly,‘ and that his

coming to this country must be connected With some slave-trfading speculation;

I think it my duty, Whilst recording my full confidence in the sincere determi-

nation of the Imperial Government to endeavour to fiustrate any attempts at the

revival of the Trafiic, to convey to your Excehency my opinion that the above-

mentioned circumstance is well worthy of the serious attention of the Imperial

Government; and to urge the necessity of immediate measures being taken for

the purpose of also obtaining possession of some further correspondence

addressed to the same Riverosa, Which is stated to have been delivered to the

captain of a Spanish vessel, and of which I learn that 'notice has been given to

the Imperial Government ; and of seizing the person of Riverosa, when he may

be discovered to have arrived here, as well as those of any accomplices whom it

may be ascertained that he has in this capital, in order that they may be dealt

With according to law. "

’ I likewise take the liberty of suggesting that fresh instructions should be
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issued to the Imperial, Provincial, and other authorities, enjoining upon them

increased vigilance, With a view to prevent any new deSIgns of the slave-traders,

' and to punish those who may aid or abet such deSIgns ; aad moreover, that the

number of the Brazilian cruizers, which has lately, I believe, been somewhat

reduced by vessels being detached on other services, may be restored to Its full

0 lement.
c mpThe length of time during which the Slave Trade to Brazil has been

suspended, may induce the slave-traders to suppose that the Imperial Govern-

ment are ofi‘ their guard, and they may therefore think; the present moment,

when the attention of the Imperial Ministers is_beheved to be much occupied

with other weighty matters, a favourable one for a fl’eeh venture. 'It conse-

quently appears to me highly important that the Imgeriat Government shohld

disprove that supposition, not only by the'energy, but likemse by the persevemng

nature, of their precautionary and represswe measures. .

It will be Within your Excelleney’s recollection that I have, on .several

occasions, verbally stated my opinion that the slave-traders are ever actnfe and

enterprising, and on the look-out to avail themselves of the first opportunity to

renew the Traflic, for which the present high price of labour in Brazd offers such

great pecuniary inducements; that we must consequently not relax, for one

moment, our vigilance, so as not to be taken by surprise, but that, on the

contrary, we must continue it for some years to come, and be ever prepared to
combat the machinations, or meet the more overt attempts of our foes, the slave-
traders.

It has always been With peculiar satisfaction that I havereceived ftom your

Exaelleney the assurance of your concurrence with thee‘e Views, and if I now

revert to’these conversations, it is only for the purpoee of remarking that it

would appear, from the information above referred to, concerning Riverosa, that

I have not over—estimated the perseverance of the slave-tt'aders.
' I avail, 850»

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

7 Inclosul'e a in No. 88.

Viscount dc Abaete’ to M: Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Jtmeiro, April 9, 1855.
IHE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the

note which, under date of the 30th ultimo, was addressed to him by Mr. Henry
F. Howard, &c., acquainting the Undersigned that he had received information,
which he believed had also been received by the Imperial Government, that a
letter had been brought by the last steam-packet but one from Southampton,
dated the 8th of February, addressed to the notorious Spanish slave-trader
Francisco Riverosa, and that this fact afforded reasons for suspecting that this
individual either had arrived in this capital or would shm'tly arrive here ; and as
his arrival might be. conneeted with some new a Slave Trade speculation,
Mr. Howard thought it his duty, whilst recording his' entire confidence in the
sincere determination of the Imperial Government 'to use every efi'ort towards
fmstrating any attempt to revive the ’i‘raffic, to manifest his opinion that the
above-mentioned circumstance is worthy of the serious attention of the Imperial
,Goyernment. and earnestly to press the adoption of certain measures, which '
Mr. Howard points out in his said note. ‘

In reply to Mr. Howard’s note, the Undersigned has the honour to tell him
that the Government of His Majesty the Emperor Was certainly informed that in
the packet Which entered this port in the preceding month, some letters had
come for the well-knOwn slave-dealer Francisco Riverosa, and that in conse-
quence the Government of His Majesty the Emperor have taken, and Will
continue to take, those measures Which they may judge proper and most
efficacious, not only to frustrate any attempted slave—trading which may be
projected, but also to punish those individuals who may be comprised therein ;
but the Undersigned cannot but add that the Imperial Government are suffi-
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ciently conscious of their duty to proceed in this, as well as in any other similar

ease, with the necessary degree of energy, and to select those means which may

appear to them the most suitable for the attainment of the desired result.

The Undersigned, &c. , ,

(Signed) VISCONDE DE ABAETE.

 

No. 89.

' The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 5, 1855.

I HAVE received your deepatch of the 13th of April, reporting the

information you had received respecting the Operations and movements of

certain weli-knowu siave-dealers, and inelosing copies of your correspondence

with the Brazilian Government upon the subject; and I have to inform you

that I approve your proceedings in this matter. ,

’ I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 90.

The Earl of Clarendon to life“. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 6, 1855.

I INCLOSE to you herewith a copy of a despatch which I have received

from Her Majesty’s Consul at the Cape de Verde Islands,* respecting the case of

a free muiatto woman, named Antonia Thereza (Ia. Graga, Who is stated to have

left St. Vincent in August last, in the service of the wife of an Englishman, an

engineer on board a Brazilian steam-vessel, and to have been subsequently sold

into slavery at Rio; and I have to desire that you Will make all. possible

inquiries respecting the fate of this poor woman, and report to me the result of

your inquiries.
‘

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 91.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received June 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 1, 1855.

IT will be in your Lordship’s recollection that, in transmitting to your

Lordship, in my despatch of the 8th of March of last yearfl‘ the copy of a

note addressed to me on the 6th of that month by the Brazilian Minister for

Foreign Affairs, communicating to me the’sentence by Which the Municipal

Judge of Marianna had declared the three slaves of the late John Craven, a

British subject, to be free ; I likewise had the honour of inclosing a copy of my

reply of the 7th of the same month, to his Excellency, requesting to be informed,

as an appeal had been made in that case to a higher Court, when the individuals ,

in question were actually placed in possession of liberty. ’

A year having elapsed without my hearing anything further from Viscount

Abaeté on the subject, I addreSSed to him, on the ' 24th of March last, the

note of which I have the henour to annex a copy, inquiring how the case

stood. To this note I received the reply, in a note of the 27th ultimo, of which

the inclosed is a translation, stating the ; proceedings had been in abeyance,

in the office of the Secretary of the Supreme Court of Justice of this capital,

ever since April of last year, in consequence of the non—payment of certain

costs Which devolved "upon the interested parties.

From the accompanying copy of my note of the 30th ultimo, in

rejoinder, your Lordship will perceive that 1 have referred to. the assurances

’35 E0, 266. f Class Bypresented 1855, No. 76.
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formerly'gi'ven to Her- Majesty’s Legation, relative to the tranemission_ of

instructions, in order that the cause of the freedom of the slaves m questlon.

should be properly conducted and defended; that I have cemmentedhpon the

neglect shown by'the Imperial authorities, who had assumed the admmlstratien

of the property of the late John Craven ; and that I have urged the Imperial

Government to take prompt and effective measures for removmg the obstacles

Which obstruct the progress of the final legal proceedmgs for the liberatlon of

the individuals above alluded to. ‘
I have, &c.‘. ‘

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 91.

Mr. Howard to Viscount de Abaete’.

Sir, Rio de Jaheiro, March 24, 1855.

IN your note of the 6th of March of last year, your Excellency did me the
honour to communicate to me the sentence pronounced by the. Deputy Muni-
cipal Judge of the District of Marianna, declaring the woman Maria, and her
two children, slaves of a British subject, the late John Craven, to be free, and
restored to'liberty ; adding, however,‘that the said Judge had appealed, em oficio,
to the Supreme Court of the District. V

i In thanking your Excellency, in my note of the following day’s date, for
this welcome intelligence, I requested your Excellency, with reference to that
appeal, to be so good as to acquaint me when the individuals in question are
actually placed in possession of their liberty. ,

As a year has elapsed since that period, I cannot but feel confident that the
matter must already have been definitively decided, and Maria and 'her two
children really and legally set free ; but nevertheless, considering the great
interest Which Her Majesty’s Government take in the accomplishment. of this
fact, I have the honour of requesting your Excellency to inform me how the
case actually stands. Should it tum out that'delay has pccurred in the fulfilment
of fill the legal formalities connected With 1t, I feel pensuaded, from the anxiety
Which your Excellency has shown to meet the Wishes of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment in this case,‘ that youwill not fail to take measures for cutting it short.

' I avail, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 91.

Viscount (Ze Abaete’ to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) ‘ Rio de Jhneiro, April 27, 1855. ,

I‘ ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note Which Mr. Henry F. Howard,
850., addressed to me on the 24th of March last.

In this note Mr. Howard calls the attention of the Imperial Government
to the contents ‘of another note Which he addressed to me, under date
of the 7th of March of last year, and in which he thanked me for the commu-
nication of the sentence pyonounced by the Municipal Judge of the Cityrof
Marianna, which declared that the black woman Maria, and her two children,
who had belonged to the late British subject John Craven, were free, and
restored to liberty, and from which sentence the said Judge appealed, em oficio,
to the Supreme Court of the District ; and as.a year has elapsed. since the date
of the communication which I had the honour to impart to him, Mr. Howard
begs to be informed of the state of this afi'air, supposing that it has been
definitively decided.

I immediately addressed myself to the Minister of Justice, asking him to
furnish me with the. necessary elucidation on this subject, and his Excellency
has just acquainted me, in a despatch dated the let instant, that having Called
upon the President of the Supreme Court of Justice of this capital for informa-
tion relative to the process whereby the said slaves were declared free, that
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said President had stated to him that the proceedings touching that suit have

been lying in the office of the Secretary of that tribunal since April of last

year, and are at a stand for want of the payment of the respective costs, and of

the postagewe circumstance which obstructs the progress of civil suits, which

the parties concerned alone, ought. to promote the solution oft

Replying in this manner to Mr. Howard’s abov'e-mentioned note of the

‘ 24th of March last, I avail, 830.
(Signed) VISCONDE DE ABAETE.

 

Inelosure 3 in No. 91.

Mr. Howm'd to Viscount de Abaete'.

Sir, . ‘ Rio de Janeiro, April 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note

of the 27th instant, informing me, in reply to the inquiries contained in my note

of the 24th ultimo, relative to the state of proceedings in the case of the manu-

mission of the three slaves of the late John C’rayen, a British subject, that those

proceedings have been at a standstill since the month of April of last year in the

office of the Secretary of the Supreme Court of Justice of this capital, in conse-

quence of the non-payment of certain costs, and of the postage—a circumstance

which obstructs the progress Of civil suits, which the parties interested ought alone

to promote. A

With regard to this case, I beg to remind your Excellency of the assurance

contained in your note of the 9th of November, 1853, to Mr. Jerningham,_

Her Majesty’s Charge d’Aff'aires, that the Imperial Government was dispatching,

under that, day’s date, reiterated instructions to the President of the Province

of Minas Geraes, to take all the steps in his power, in order that the cause

of the freedom 0f the individuals in question should be properly conducted

and defended; In subsequent notes your EXoellency was so good' as to

inform me of the state of the legal proceedings, and of the sentence pronounced

on the 18th of February, 1854, by the Substitute of the Municipal Judge of

Marianna, declaring those three individuals, the negress Maria and her two

Creole children, to be free, and ordering them to be set at liberty, from which

sentence, however, the said judge appealed, ca: qgficio, to the Supreme Court of

Justice in this capital.
‘

' ‘I beg further to remind your Excellency that, in compliance With the

instructions of the Earl of Clarendon, I had the honour of conveying to your

Excellency, in my note of the 30th of J une last year, the great satisfaction With

which Her Majesty’s Government had learnt the passing of that sentence, which

Her Majesty’s Government had' every reason to - suppose would be carried into

effect without any unnecessary delay.

Therefore, after the assurances, above referred to, given by your Excellency

to Mr. Jerningham , and after the various communications addressed to me by

your Excellency, which went to show the anxiety of the lmperialGovemment

to promote the liberation of the before-named slaves, and thereby to comply

with the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government, it has been with surprise and

regret—feelings Which I know will be shared by Her Majesty’s Government—that

I have now learnt, from your Excellency’s note of the 27th instant, that those

individuals have been unnecessarily retained in’ slaveiy for upwards of one

year since the period when they were declared free by the Judge of the Tribunal

of the First Instance, owing to the culpability of those Imperial authorities who

assumed the administration of the property of the late J01m Craven, who realized

the remainder of that proPeIty and appointed a curator, in not taking the preper

steps, by the payment of the fees and costs, to Carry the appeal through the higher

tribunal, and thereby discharging the duty devolving upon them of providing for

the liberty of the persons whose interests were committed to their charge.

Surely, after such negle t, which, I am convinced will not fail to be repro-

V hated by the Imperial Government, it Cannot be aflirmed that the cause of the

freedom of the said individuals has been properly conducted anddefended by

the Imperial authorities more immediately eencerned, and who have allowed

that cause to remain dormant for more than a twelvemonth, nor that that super-
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vision which your Excellency recommended to the Imperial authorities of the
Province of Mines has been exercised.

Under these circumstances, I have the honour of addressing myself to your
Excellency, in order that prompt and effective measures may be taken by the

Imperial Goverment for the removal of the impediments which at present
. obstruct the progress of the final legal proceedings, involving the settlement of
the urgent question of the liberation of three individuals already declared free so

 

long ago.
Trusting that I may be favoured with an early repiy from your Excellency,

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 92.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clare7zdon.—(Recgived June 15.)

MyLord, ‘ Rio de Janeiro, May 4, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith, in translation, an extract
from the Emperor of Brazil’s speech from the Throne on opening the
session of the General Legislative Assembly yesterday, containing the paragraph
which reiates to the Slave Trade.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 92.

Extract from the Emperor of Brazil’s Speech on Opening the Session of the
General Legislative Assembly on the 3rd of May, 1855.

('i‘renslation.)
I AM happy to announce to you that no attempt has been made to traffic

in Africans. The adherence ofthe country, and the vigilance with which the
police of our coasts continue to be upon the watch, afford me the assurance that
this criminal trade Will not reappear.

 

No. 93.

M7. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Receivecl June 15.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, May‘14, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 10th instant, of
your Lordship’s deepatch of the 28th of March,* inclosing to me copies of
your correspondence with Her Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, respecting the
question raised by the cage of the French ship “ Camelia,” of the right of the
Brazilian authorities in that port, to exact securities from foreign vessels taking
a portion of their cargoes from thence to the coast of Africa.

This course of proceeding is grounded upon the Brazilian Law of the 4th of
September, 1850, and the Decree of the 14th of October of- the same year
regulating its execution; these enactments, of which a translation is to be found
in the Report of the Select Committee ofthe House of Commons on Slave Trade
Treaties, presented to Parliament in 1853, were, as your Lordship is aware,
issfied under the pressure of the measures adopted by Her Majesty’s ‘ Govern-
ment to put down the BraZilian Slave Traffic, and were apprOved of by Her
Majesty’s Government. Article VII of , the Law in question, provides that
passports shall not be given to merchant ships for the coast of Africa, until
their owners, captains, 0r masters, have signed a declaration that they will not
receive any slave on board of their vessels, the owners giving bond. in a sum of
money equal to the value to the ship and Cargo, which bond shall not be

5“ Class B, presented 1855, No. 179..  
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cancelled unless they prove, within eighteen months, that they have strictly

fulfilled the conditions of their declaration. ’ ' '

The Decree of the 14th of October likewise provides for the supervision of

vessels conveying colonists.

In the case of the “ Camelia,” it was the first paragraph of Article XXXIII

of that Decree by which the existence of receptacles for liquids, besides those

filled with water, are amongst the articles enumerated as, constituting legal

presumption of the employment of a vessel in the Slave Traflic, which was

quoted by the Brazilian authorities at Bahia, in suppert of their demand for the

deposit of security. This case was brought by the French Consular Agent at

Bahia under the notice of the French Minister here, M. de St. Georges, who, on

the plea that all the papers of the vessel were in order, in conformity with the

strict regulations of the French Government, which is so hostile to the Slave

Trade, and had been countersigned by the Brazilian Consul at Havre, demanded

of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs the rescission of the security

deposited.
'

This request was complied with, after some delay, on the ground of the

circumstances alleged by M. de St. Georges, and because, as stated in

Viscount Abaeté’s note to M. de St. Georges,-there Were no other motives than

those already referred to, for suspecting the vessel of being engaged in the

Traffic. I understand that the owners claim damages for the detention of the

vessel at Bahia.
. -

I beg to observe that the stipulations of the legal enactments above referred

to, in respect to the deposit of security, are constantly applied at this port to

Portuguese as well as to Brazilian vessels proceeding to the coast of Africa, and

that, upon the principle that one of the modes of suppressing the Slave Trade is,

to prevent the fitting out of ~vessels for it, I have kept a strict watch over all

such vessels and have made a point of inquiring whether they comply with the

regulations in respect to giving security, which regulations I consider as

containing a most wholesome check upon the slave—tradei‘s.

Mr. Consul Morgan says, in his despatch of the 26th of December last to

your Lordship (inclosed to me in your despatch of the 25th March), that the Slave

Trade is extinct in the port of Bahia ;‘ but I may be' permitted to remark, that it

was not longer ago than the latter end of 1853 that, strong suspicions were

entertained that vessels secretly received fittings there for slave-trading

purposes ; and. moreover, that if the Slave Trade should no longer exist in some

paitieular port, and such a fact may be due in great part to the energy with

which the laws are carried out there, as is the case at Bahia, under the

Presidencyof so decided a112-enen1y to the trade as Senhor Wanderley, the spirit

ot’slave-trading cannot be said to be extinct in this country as long as machi-

natims are set on foot, as we have quite lately had reason to believe, for

reviving it.
In my humbie opinion, as long as the Brazilian Government and Her

hiijesty’s Govewzanent continue their repressive measures, the Slave Trade will

be kept clown ; but were they to relax the rigour of those measures, I feel but

little doubt it would spring up again, though undoubtedly there is a much

stronger feeling in Brazil against the Traifie than a few years ago.

 

No. 94.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ufice, july 5, 1855,

I HAVE received your despatch of the lst ultimo, inclosing copies

of correspondence which had passed between yourself and the Brazilian Minister

for Foreign Attairs, respecting the delay which has taken place in the proceed-«'

ings relating to the manumission of the 3 slaves belonging to the late John

Craven. ,
'

' , I have, in reply, to inform you that I approve the steps which you have

taken in this matter; and I have to desire that, if further delay should take

place in the proceedings upon this case, you will continue to urge the Brazilian

Government to oblige the Imperial authorities Who assumed the administration

CLASS B.
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of John Craven’s estate to pay the‘legal costs in this suit, and to remove any

further impediments which may hinder the immediate liberation of the slaves in
question.

. I am, 8m.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 95. ’

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 8.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro', May 28, 1855.

V I HAVE the honour of transn'xitting herewith to your Lordship a transla-
tion of that part of the report of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Viscount Abaete’, to the Legislature, dated the 15th instant, which relates to the
Slave Trade and to the emancipation of the free Africane.

Under the first of these heads, Viscount Abaeté expresses his satisfaction
in announcing that the apprehensions which had been entertained of the revival
of the Slave Trade in Brazil may be said to be totally unfounded.

His Excellency, however, after stating the measures taken by the Brazilian
Government to prevent that revival, says that the Imperial Government are
persuaded that, by means of such well-concerted measures, they have succeeded
in frustrating some attempts of the slave-traders.

Viscount Abaeté, after declaring, at the beginning of his statement, that m)
landing of Africans had taken place, subsequently notices as unfounded the
rumours which had been spread of disembarkations in the Provinces of Rio
Grande do 8111 and St. Catherine’s. -

His Excellency then remarks that, from the recognition by Her Majesty’s
Government of the efforts made by the Brazilian Government for the suppression
of the Slave Trade, and from the circumstance of no doubts being entertained in
Great Britain of the eflicacious repression of that Trade in Brazil, the Imperial
Government might have inferred that they would have met With no difficulty in
persuading Her Majesty’s Government to repeal the Act of Parliament of 1845,
authorizing Her Majesty’s cruisers to Visit and search Brazilian vessels; that
Act, however, though not latterly put into execution, had not yet been revoked
as demanded by the Imperial Government, who could not recognize the rights
assumed under it by Her Majesty’s Government. .

Viscount Abaeté proceeds to claims for Brazil the whole merit of the
suppression of the Slave Trade, saying that the reluctance 0n the part of Her
Majesty’s Government to repeal the Act in question is the more remarkable as
it is —undeniable that the extinction of the Trade in the Empire is solely and
exclusively the’ efiect of the legislative measures decreed by the Chambers, and
the means employed by the Government.

Under thehead of Emancipatien of free Africans, Viscount Abaeté gives
an account of the communications exchanged between Her Majesty’s Legation
and himself on, that subject, and states that he considers the discussion to be
terminated.

Whilst I am always willing to acknowledge the efforts which are made by
the present Brazilian Government for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I
regret to say that I observe much remissness-on the part of the Imperial autho—
rities in carrying out the partial measures of their own Government for the
actual setting at liberty of the so-called free Africans who have served private
individuals during fourteen years ; for; as your Lordship is aware, the Brazilian
Governmentvvithheld emancipation from those who are employed in the public
establishments. The consequences are, frequent applications from free Africans
to'Her Majesty’s Legation, and the necessity of the latter interfering in their
behalf. The language that I hold is, that such interference is by no means
agreeable to Her Majesty’s Legation,’ and that I am surprised thattthe Brazilian
Government do not avoid the humiliation Which it entails upon them by taking
the matter vigorously into their own hands, and seeing that justice is really done

- to those unfortunate individuals in whose welfare they profess to interest
themselves. ‘ , ,
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Inclosure in ,No. 95.

Extract from the Report ofthe Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afiairs to the

Legislature, dated May 15,. 1855.-

(Translation.)

’ I HAVE much satisfaction in having to announce .to you that the appre-

hensions Which were entertained of the revival of the Slave Trade in the Empire

may be said to have been totally unfounded. '
The vigilance of the Imperial Government, and of the authorities of the

country, who, within and out of it, have been called upon to assist the Govern-

ment in the prevention of that crime, has been crowned with the most complete

success.»
The, Imperial Government have not, fortunately, to lament the fact of any

disembarkation whatever of Africans on the territory of Brazil. '

This is, doubtless, owing to the certainty on the part of those who speculate

in this abominable Traffic, that their attempts, however well they may he

concerted, will always be frustrated by the vigilance of the cruisers, and by

the activity of the Brazilian authorities.
The law which you decreed, and which was promulgated on the 4th of

September, 1850, and the regulations issued by the Government for its effective

execution, have, considering the state of this question in the country, accom-

plished the object which you had in view, much sooner than was to I have been

expected.» ‘

This result bears favourable witness of the spirit which animates all classes

of society, and, in an international point of View, is highly honourable to the

efforts made by the whole country, and its representatives, to extirpate,‘ within

so short a'space of time, an evil which was enervating all its social forces, and

was postponing, almost indefinitely, the material improvement of the country.

Hence the notable fact of the abundance of capital in the, Empire, andthe

impulse which has thereby been given to every branch of industry; and to useful‘

undertakings which so much contribute towards its future development and real

' prosperit . . ,V .

I will acquaint you with all that has occurred on this subject, in order that

you may be convinced that the repression of the Slave Trade has been efficacious

ysince the Law of the 4th of September, 1850.
As soon as the Imperial Government received information of any vessel

being cleared out from foreignvports, and destined to receive Africans upon the

coast of Africa, they immediately issued the necessary instructions to prevent.

their being imported into the Empire. ‘

The . Imperial Government are persuaded that, by means of the best-

concerted measures, they have succeeded in frustrating some attempts of the

slave-traders.
The suspected vessels have either been sold or have had other destinatious

in consequence of the discouragement felt of not being able ' to carry out those

criminal undertakings. . V

Thus the Government finally V saw the brig “Don Pedro II,” which was

built in the Gulf of 'Spezia, according to all probability for the Slave Trade,

sold in Bremen; and the brig “Ete’lvina,” in the United States, as not see-

‘Worthy. V '

The task is not a difficult one When the laws are respected, and the

penalties certain. ' _

' Various reports, notwithstanding, were in circulation of the importation of

Africans in divers points of the Empire; but the result of the most. minute

investigations, on the part of the respective local Vanthorities has been, that the
information lodged was destitute of foundation. ' '

The most remarkable rumour, respecting which a discussion took plaee

with Her Britannia Majesty’s Legation at this Court, is that Which appears iii

the notes published in Annex D. 3 V 7 ‘

_ This ‘disciissi’onyrelated to a supposed disembarkation in the Province of

Rio Grémde do Sul. . .

. ?This. rumour was communicated by the. respective Consul of Her Britannie

Majesty to the PreSident‘ of the Province, stating that; from information 0011-:
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veyed to him, it appeared that Africans had arrived there on board a vessel from

the coast of Africa, and that having been transferred to a yacht, they were

afterwards landed, distributed, and sent into the interior.

Previous to the reception, by the President, of this communication, he had

been informed, through the Office of the Minister of Justice, of the rumour in
circulation, and he had already taken the necessary steps for preventing that
disembarkation if it had been attempted.

No such disembarkation however had taken place, as was proved by the.

investigations made by the President of the Province. ,

It was afterwards said that that disembarkation had been effected in the
Province of Santa Catharina, but from the investigations which likewise were
set on foot, it was, in the same manner, ascertained that no importation had
taken place in that province.

'The Government of Her Britannic Majesty recognizes the efi‘orts which
have been made by the Imperial Government, and liojw-a-days in the Foreign
Oflice, in the Parliament, in the press, and in the public opinion in Great Britain,
no doubts are entertained of the efficacious repression of the Slave Trade in the
Em ire. _ v ' '

PHence, the Imperial Government should infer that they would meet with a
willingness on the part of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty to rescind
the Bill of 1845, in all its parts, Which authorizes Her said Majesty’s ships to
visit and search Brazilian vessels, against which the Imperial Government have
constantly protested. ,

In fact, that Bill is inoperative; for since the correspondence which I had
the honour to bring to your knowledge, i'espectingvthe search by the brigantine
of war “ Bonetta” of the national yacht “ Lagunense,” no other fact has
occurred which should force the Imperial Government to addrees fresh remun-
strances to the Government of Her Britannia Majesty.

That Bill, however, has not been revoked, as has been demanded by the
Imperial Government, who cannot recognize any right in the Government of
Her Britannic Majesty to enforce the observance of the Brazilian law, which
imposes the most rigorous penalties upon those who carry on the Slave Trade,
in violation of the Conventions between Brazil and Great Britain by which it
was abolished.

This reluctance on the part of the Government of Her Britannic ,Majesty
is the more surprising, it being undeniable that the extinction of the Slave ,
Trade in the Empire is solely and exclusively the effect of 'the legislative
measures which you have decreed, and of the means employed by the Govern-
ment.

Amongst these measures,‘ it is proper here to make mention of the Law
No. 731 of the 5th of July last yeah, which amplified the competency of the
Auditors of Marine: whose provinee it is to pronounce judgment in criminal
cases connected with the Slave Trade, in conformity with the Law of the 4th of
September, 1850.

 

EMANCIPATION OF FREED AFRICANs.——Since the statement presented to
you in my last Report, the Legation of Her Britannia Majesty has continued to
insist upon modifications being made in the provisions of the Decree No. 1,303
of the 28th of December, 1853, in order to ensure the complete emancipation of
those Africans 'who are in the employ of private individuals, and the condition
of those in the service of the public establishments.

The Imperial Government have maintained that the provisions contained in
said Decree have asgreat a tendency as possible, under present circumstances,
towards the emancipation of those Africans Who have been declared free, adding,
that those who, in the employ of the public establishments, are not comprised
in the said Decree, in regard to exemption from service, to which they are still
subject, even after the expiration of the fourteen years, and until their reexpor-
tatiox:i from the Empire shall take place, they, however, earning wages after that
perm . '

The Imperial - Government consider this discussion to have terminated,
and certainly they ought to take this view of the case, as no one can be more
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interested than the Imperial Government in protecting this class of individuals,

and in securing to them the enjoyment and exercise of their rights.

I submit, for your consideration, the correspondence which passed on this

subject, as shown in Annex D.

 

List of Correspondence unnerved to the above.

Question of landing of Africans:

Senhor Limpo de Ahreo to Mr. Howard, August 12, 1854. See Inclosure

in Mr. Howard’s despatch of 14th August, 1854, to the Earl of Clarendon.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, August 17, 1854, acknowledging
receipt of the above.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard, September 9, 1854. See Mr.

Howard’s September 11, 1854, to the Earl of Clarendon.

Ditto to ditto, - September 14, 1854. See Inclosure in Mr. Howard’s,

let September, 1854, to the Earl of Clarendon.

Question of repeal of Brazilian Slave Trade Act of 1845 :

M. de Maeedo to Earl of Clarendon, June 27, 1854.

Earl of Clarendon to M. de Macedo, July 6, 1854.

M. de Macedo to Earl of Clarendon, July 7, 1854.
Imperial Decree No. 731, June 5, 1854, for more efi'ectual suppression of

Slave Trade. See Inclosure in Mr. Howard’s, June 11, 1854, to the Earl of

Clarendon.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, September 8, 1854.

See Mr. Howard’s of same date, to Earl of Clarendon.

Question of emancipation of free Africans :

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, May 15, 1854. See Inclosure in

Mr. Howard’s of same date, to Earl of Clarendon.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard, July 15, 1854.
Mr. Howard t0 Senhor Limpo de Abreo, July 17, 1854.
Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard, July 18, 1854.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, July 25, 1854.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard, Ju1y ‘28, 1854.
Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, August 10, 1854.

See Inclosures in Mr. Howard’s of the latter date, to the Earl of Clarendon.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard, August 12, 1854.

See Inclosure in Mr. Howard’s of August 18, 1854, to the Earl of Clarendon.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, November 8, 1854.
See Mr. Howard’s of November 9, 1854.

 

No. 96.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of _C’larrenclon.-——(Received July 8.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 30,1855.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing to your Lordship 00pies and translations

respectively of a correspondence exchanged between the Brazilian Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Viscount Abaeté, and myself, on the subject of a. free African

named Marcellino, the result of which has been that the latter has been placed

in possession of his liberty, according to the request Which I had preferred.
' ’ . I have, &c.

-(Signed) ' HENRY F. HOWARD.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 96.

Mr. Howard to Viscount de Abaete'.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, Apiil 9, 1855.
APPLICATION having been made for my assistance in obtaining the

emancipation of 3 free Africans, Pompeio, Rezende, ahd Marcellino, detained

in the House of Correction, and belonging to the class of those who have served

private individuals, and who are entitled to their full liberty according to the

stipulations of the Imperial Decree of the 20th of December, 1853, I teok means

of communicating their cases to his Excellency the Minister of Justlce, and- I

haVe now been assured that certificates of emancipation have been issued for

the two former, butnot for the third, Marcellino, who, it is stated, is employed

iii the Public Works. '

According, however, to the information which I have received, Ma rcellino

served the late Councillor Tafio Evangelista Saifio Lobato, who resided in this

capital in the Rua do Regente, and subsequently his daughter, Dona Joanna

Bernada Saifio Lobato,‘ living in the Rua do Senado, No. 27, from whose service

he was transferred to that of the House of Correction, where he is now

employed.
rThis fact tends to show that Marcellino belongs to the above—mentioned

class of free Africans, having a right to their emancipation, and I have, conse—

V quently, the honour of requesting your Excellency to cause inquiries to be made

into his case, with a. view to his being put into pesSession of his liberty.

I feel the more persuaded that your Excellency Will interest yourself in

favour of this African, as well as in behalf of several pthers detained, as I am

informed, under similar circumstances, in the House of Correction, and whose

cases I beg to recommend to you, as I have frequently had the satisfaction of

receiving from you the assurance that the Imperial Government are desirous

of seeing the Imperial Decree, to which I have alluded! fully carried out; and

as I am conVinced that the Imperial Government cannot but agree with me, that

to do justice to those Africans who are legally entitled to their liberty, is a

duty equally incumbent upon them, and as sacred as the prevention of. the

importation of fresh Africans.
I avail, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosnre 2 in No. 96.

Viscount de Abaete’ to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Rio ole Janeiro, May 29, 1855.
y IN answer to the note which, on the 9th of April last, Mr. Henry F.
Howard, &c., addressed to me, acquainting me that,‘ in conformity with the
Decree of the 20th of November, 1853, he had'requested the Minister of
Justice to cause letters of emancipation to be granted to, 3 freed Africans, and
that only 2 . of them had received them, none having been given to the
Other, named Marcellino, who was similarly circumstanced, and requestihg'me;

' at" the same time, to inquire what reasons exist Which militate against the said
Marcellino, I have the honour to inform Mr. Howard that the Minister of Justice,
to whOm IaddreSeed myself on‘this subject, replied to me on the 15th instant,
[that he has ascertained thatthat African had already been furnished with his
letter Of emancipation, Mr. Howard’s request being thus satisfied.

. y I avail, &c. ‘° .
(Signed) ' VISCONDE DE ABAETE.
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No. 97.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.— (Received July 8.)

My Lord, Rio de Jdneiro, June 6, 1855.

WITH reference to my desPatch of the 13th of April last, I have the

honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship copies of a, further note

of the 2nd instant, which I have received from Viscount Ahaeté, the Brazilian

Minister for Foreign Affairs, as well as of a despatch from the Minister of

Justice to his Excellency,.and of a report of the Chief of Police of this capital

annexed to it, stating the result of the inquiries and measures set on foot by the

Imperial authorities, for the purpose of ascertaining the truth of the report that

the notorious Spanish slave-trader, Don Francisco Riverosa, either had returned

to this country, or was about to do so, for the purpose of some new slave-trading'

speculation.
From these papers your Lordship Will perceive that the researches of the

Brazilian authorities have not led to the discovery of Riverosa. Viscount Abaeté

considers that there is no evidence of his having sought to return to'Brazil.

I will not fail to thank his Excellency for the information he has communi-

cated to me.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure } in No. 97.

Viscount de Abaetef to MT. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeirq, June 2, 1855.

IN addition to the note which I had the honour to address, on the

29th of April last, to Mr. Henry F. Howard, 810., I reply, to his note of the 30th

of the said month, respecting, the apprehensions entertained of the arrival in this

city of the Spaniard, Francisco Riverosa, in consequence of letters which are said

to have come, addressed to him, by the packet of the month of February, and.

now transmit to him herewith copies of the despateh which 'the Minister of

Justice addressed to me on the 12th of May last, and of the report of the Chief

of Police, to which he refers, dated the 23rd of April. 7

From this official report Mr. Howard will see what steps were taken, as I

stated to him in my ahove-mentioned note, as soon as it was known that that

packet had brought letters for the said Riverosa. V .

In bringing, therefore, the report of the Chief of the Police to the knowledge

.of Mr. Howard, I have the honour to state to him that, notwithstanding the

measures taken for ascertaining whether that individual, who had been sent out

of the Empire by order of the Imperial Government, had actually returned to it,

nothing has resulted therefrom that can induce the supposition that he has

endeavoured to do so. The authorities continue, as they have been desired, to

prosecute these measures, in order to fulfil the end which the Government had

in view when they drove away that slave—trader from the theatre where he might

carry out his machinations towards continuing his Slave Trade undertakings. .

I reiterate, &c. ,

(Signed) VISCONDE DE ABAETE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. :97.

The Minister of Justice to Viscoimt de‘ Abaete’.

(Translation) . - ,

Mast Illustrious and Excellent Sir, ‘ Rio de 'Janeiro, May 12, [855. ‘

IN reply to the desPatch of the 14th of last month, 'in which your Excel-

lency transmitted to me your note of the 30th of March from the British

Legation, communicating the suspicious entertained 0f the actual, or shortly



144 BRAZIL. '

expected, arrival in this capital of the Spaniard, Francisco Riverosa, probably

With the intentiOn of launching afresh into speculations of slave-trading in
Africans, I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency a copy of the oflicial

report addressed to me on the subject by the Chief of the Police of the city,

under date of the 23rd of April, which relates the steps taken by the pohce, as

soon as it became known that letters addressed to the said Riverosa had been

brought by the English packet From Southampton, and I assure your Excel—

lency that fresh investigations and measures are pending, the result of whlch I
Will communicate to your Excellency.

I avail, 850.
(Signed) JOSE THOMAS NABUCO DE ARAUJO.

 

Inelosure 3 in No. 97. _

The Chief of Police to the Minister of Justice.

(Translation.) Police; Ofice of the Capital,
(Extract) ~ April 23, 1855.

IN satisfying the despatch of the 19th instant, only received on the
22nd, in which your Excellency desires me to inform you in what manner the
orders have been executed Which were issued from you}.- Department of State,
respecting; the Spaniard, Francisco Riverosa, and What has beenthe result of the
investigations which were to have been instituted respecting the same, I have to
acquaint your Excellency as follows :~--

_ 1. That, even before receiving your Excellenoy’s communication, I,
in consequence of information received 011 the 8th instant from the police
agent appointed to attend to everything which regards the African Slave Trade,
as is shown in the inclosed copy of his letter, issued orders that Jose Baptista de
Souza, bookkeeper of Carmo and Pinto, in the Rue dos Piscadores, N0. 8; a
Spanish captain, named Miguel Miro, Who was lodging :in the Hotel Damiani ;
Jose Alvez Ferreira de Almeida, residing at No. 59 in the Rua Direita; and
Antonio Vincente Pacheco, clerk to the goldsmith Xavier Berard, in the Rua d0
Ouvidor,vNo. 75; might be brought before me, and also that the papers of their
ibrmer might be searched for those which were said to have relation to Riveresa,
in Oi’tlel‘ to discover, from the interrogatories of those persons, and from the
correspondence, whether there might be a certainty, or probability, of the said
Riverosa being in this capital, as was apprehended from the information lodged
by the said agent, Whilst I also addressed myself to the Administrator of the
General Post-office in this city, With a View to ascertain whether any letters had
been there received for that individual, in the mails of the English packets of
February and March last ;

2. That, from the report of the Provisional Administrator of that Depart-
ment, it appeats that in fact one letter for Riverosa was brought by the packet
which left Southampton on the 9th of February;

3. That, from the statement made to me by the clerk, Antonio Vincente
Pacheco, the communication of the said Administrator is confirmed;

4. That, from the interrogatories of José Alves Ferreira de Almeida, and of
the Spaniard, Miguel Miro Garcia, nothing can be discovered touching the
existence of Riverosa in this capital or province, but only that these two indi-
viduals have, more or less, been directly engaged in the African Slave Trade,
the former as first factor of the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa, and the
latter having commanded vessels employed in that Trade; no document Whatever
having been met with amongst the papers of the latter, revealing his former
relations with Riverosa, or frcm Which it could be inferred that he was again
preparing to take a part in his criminal Speculations;

5. That, from the interrogatories of Jose Baptiste de Souza, it appears that
the latter carried on a correspondencewith Riverosa, either directlv, or through
the medium of a brother named Antonio Baptista de Souza, who is} in Portugal,
and is married to a former mistress of Riverosa; but from a letter of that Antonio
Baptista, it is only shown that Riverosa had taken his departure for Havana on
the 6th of February of this year; and from another letter written by Riverosa to
the said Souza, it appears that he undertook that voyage in order to treat of his
old afl'airs, finding himself in straitened circumstances. I suppose that those old
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afi'airs are the Slave Trade, in which Riverosa is well practised, seeing the place

he was going to;
6. That, not being convinced, in consideration of the two letters which

your Excellency sent to me, of Riverosa’s absence, it appearing to me that he

might be concealed in some one of the neighbouring plantations, I sent an agent

with the necessary instructions, in order to see if he could discover that indi-

vidual ; that agent, however, did not return, nor has he addressed to me any

communication of the result of his mission;

7. That, it appearing to me improper to continue the imprisonment of the

interrogated persons, no proofs having been met With of their being actually

accomplices of Riverosa, or of any other slave-traders', I thought that I ought

to release them from prison, which, after verbal communication with your

Excellency, I did on the 11th and 14th instant.

It is finally necessary to tell your Excellency that, having informed you of

all these proceedings on my part, I was awaiting the report of the agent in order

to furnish a circumstantial report, which is in part hereby accomplished, it

behoving me to add that I continue to make all possible investigations, in order

to find out Whether Riverosa is really, 01' is not, in this City and Province of

Rio de Janeiro.
God preserve, &c.

(Signed) JERONIMO MARTINIANO FIGUEIRA DE MELLO.

 

V No. 98.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jeminghami

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, July 31, I855.

, I HAVE received Mr. Howard’s despatch of the 30th May, inclosing copies

of a corresPondence with the Brazilian GOVernment respecting the case of an

emancipado named Marcellino, and I have to acquaint you that I approve the

steps taken by Mr. Howard in behalf of Marcellino ; and I have to instruct you

to thank the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs for the attention Which the

Minister of ‘ Justice has given to Mr. Howard’s application by granting a letter

of emancipation to Marcellino.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 99.

Mr. Jerm'ngham to the Earl of Clarenden.—-(Received August 14.)

My Lord, ‘ Rio de Janeiro, Jul 7, 1855.3/

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship translated extracts from

the report of the Brazilian Minister of Justice, presented to the General Legis-

lative Assembly on the 15th of May, 1855, in which reference is made to the

African Slave Trade, and the satisfactory intelligence conveyed to the public

that no disembarkation has taken place upon any point of the coast of Brazil

since the last report of Senhor Nabuco in 1854. ' '

In perusing the inclosed extract your Lordship will perceive that Vigilance

is said to be exercised by .the Brazilian Government, and that cruizers are

maintained off difi'erent parts of the coast of this Empire, while the zeal of the

Government agents in the provinces is being stimulated and kept alive, so that

subaltern authorities may not fall away from their activity and watchfulness.

, Public opinion is declared to be decidedly against Slave Trade ; the

employment of ,the funds of capitalists is announced as taking a new direction,

and private interest advancing towards colonization, assisted in the promotion

of this object by the supreme powers and provincial assemblies.

As Mr. Howard, in his despatch of the 28th of May of this year, inclosing‘

an extract from the report of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, addressed

your Lordship fully on the nature of the means and efforts of the Imperial

Goveénmentg‘or the prevention of' Slave Trade, and the success Which has been

LAss . '
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pointed out by the Visceunt Abaeté as attending them, I will only add that I
have not been able to learn that the Imperial Government have abated in any
measure their avowed-activity and vigilance, or that any fresh landing, or
attempt at landing, slaves has occurred since the period of Mr. Howard’s
departure for England.

I have, &0.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
 

Inclgsyre in No. 99.

Extractfrom the Report of the Brazilian Minister of Justice to the Legislature,
- dated the 15th of May, 1855.

. (Tlfianslationo
THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.—SINCE my last report no disembarkation of

Africans has taken place upon any point of the coast of Brazil. The Govern-
ment, however, continue to be vigilant in maintaining cruisers ofi' divers parts,
in stirring up the zeal of their agents in the provinces, in order that the
subaltern authorities may not relax from the activity which they have hitherto
displayed.

Public opinion is decidedly against the Slave Trade; the employment of the
funds of capitalists shows a different tendency ; private interest advances towards
colonization, being assisted in the promotion of this object by the supreme
powers and provincial assemblies. It is not, however, permissible to confide on
the complete extinction of that barbarous trade so repugnant to civilization; on
the contrary, it ‘behoves us‘ to defeat the adventurous Spirit of determined
slave-traders. '

Since the date of the Decree No. 1,303 of the 28th of December, 1853,
letters of emancipation have been granted to 211 freed Africans whose services
had been engaged by private persons. The Government have assigned to some
of them the Provinces of Parana and the Amazonas for residence. ‘

 

No. 100.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received August 14.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, July 13, 1855.
I BEG to forward to your Lordship copy of a note I have addressed to

M. Paranhos dated 27th Of June, respecting the 3 slaves 0f the late John Craven;
who have been pronounced entitled to their freedem by the Judge of the Tribunal
0f the First Instance, but who have since beendetained unjustly and unnecessarily
in slavery for upwards of a year, because the Imperial authorities who had
assumed the administration of Mr. Craven’s property have not taken proper
etc 5 to pay the fees and costs in carrying the appeal through a higher tribunal ;
ang I hate, therefore, called the attention of the Imperial Government to the
necessity of addressing these Brazilian authorities to discharge immediately the
.fees and costs alluded to, which, I believe, do not amount to a very high figure.

» V I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 100.

Mr. Jern'ingham to Senhor Paranhos.

Sir, . ‘ . . Rio de Janeiro, June 27,_ 1855. a
IN a noteaddressed by Her Majesty’s Minister, Mr. Howard, on the 30th

of last April, to Viscount Abaeté, in which he refers to his Excellency’s note to
him under date of the 27th of the same month, relating to the state 'of the
proceedings in the ease of the manumission 0f the 3 slaves of the late John
Craven, aBritish subject, I' find that Mr. Howard expresses surprise and regret
that, after the steps taken by the Imperial Government in giving instructions to  
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the President of the Province of Minas Geraes that the cause of the freedom of

the individuals in question should be properly conducted and defended, these

3 persons had been unnecessarily detained in slavery for upwards of a. year

from the periodwhen they were declared free bythe Judge ‘of the Tribunal of

the First Instance, owing to the culpability of those Imperial authorities who

assumed the administration .of the property of the late John Craven, realized

the remainder of that property, and appointed a Curator, {in not taking the

proper steps, by the payment of the fees and costs, to carry the appeal through

a higher tribunal, and thereby discharge the duty incumbent upon them in

providing. for the liberty of those persons committed to their charge.

In consequence of this state of the matter, I consider myself in duty bound,

especially as Her Majesty’s Minister, Mr. Howard, has evinced such interest in

' , the fate of the above-mentioned individuals,'te press most earnestly upon the

consideration of the Imperial Government the necessity of ordering these fees

and costs to be immediately discharged by the authorities Who have assumed the

administration of the late Mr; Crayen’s property, and that these unfortunate ‘

slaves, who are justly entitled to their freedom, shall no longer be detained in

bondage in consequence of the administration not performing their obligations.

 

I have, 860.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

No. 101.

Mr. Jerm’ngham to the Earl of Olarendon.——(Receited August 14.)

My Lord, y ‘ ' Rio de Janeim, July 14, 1855,

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch ofthe 6th ultimo, inclosing cor-

respondence between your Lordship and Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Vincent’s,

respecting the free. mulatto woman, Antonia Th. da Graea, who was said to have

accompanied the wife of the engineer of the Brazilian steamer “ Toecantiues,”

from St. Vincent’s to Rio, and to have afterwards been sold into slavery, I beg

to state that I will make the most minute inquiries respecting her,‘ and if the

story be'true, I will insist upon her being set at liberty.

 

I have, &c. ‘

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

No. 102.

The Earl of Clarendon to 111?. Jemingham.

Sir, ' ' Foreign Office, September 8, 1855,

I HAVE received your despatch of the 7th July last, inclosing an extract

of the report of the Minister of Justice on SIave Trade, and I have to inform

you that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with satisfaction the continued

activity shown by the Government of Brazil for the suppression of the Traffic. in

question. ' .
‘ I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

, No. 103.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerntngham.

Sir, _ Foreign Ofi’ice, September 8, 1855‘.

4 WITH reference to your despatch of the 13th of - July last, respecting the

delay which had taken place in the manumission of the 3 slaves of the late

John Craven, I have to inform you that I approve the note which you addressed

on that subject to Senhor Paranhos. ' ‘

' . I am, 8w. .
(Signed) CEARENDON.
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No. 104.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon—(ReceivedSeptember 14.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 9, 1855.

I BEG to forward to your Lordship translation of a note from his Excel-

lency Senhor Paranhos, Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, informing me

that the difficulties which stood in the way of manumitt‘ing the 3 slaves of the

late John Craven, owing to certain fees not having been paid into Court, have

been removed by order of the Imperial Government, and that they are only

awaiting the confirmation of the Supreme Court of Justice (the “ Relaefio”) to

grant certificates.
I have, 850.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 104.

Senhoi' Paranhos to Mr. Jerm'ngham.

(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, July 20, 1855.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which Mr. W. S. Jerningham,

‘&c., addressed- to me under date of the 27th ultimo. Mr. Jerningham therein

refers to the note which was addressed on the 30th of April to my predecessor,

reproducing the observations contained in the same, which tended to show that

the delay in the proceedings towards the freeing of the 3 slaves of the English

subject John Craven, who died a long time since in the Province of Minas

Geraes, was attributable to the Brazilian authorities, and urges upon the Impe-

rial Government the taking into their consideration the fate of those individuals,

in order that the difficulties which delayed the decision of their case may be

removed. '
In reply to Mr. Jerningham’s said note, I have the honour to state to him, that

the authorities of the Province of Minas Geraes, as soon as they were applied to

by the parties interested, proceeded according to the laws Which regulate cases

of this nature, and whereby they could not act em oficio in the manner suggested

by Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation.

' The Municipal Judge of the city of Marianna having pronounced the '

sentence which declared the freedom of the individuals in question, the process

was transmitted ex ofic‘io to the Tribunal of the ‘7‘ Relagfio ” (Supreme Court of

Judicature) in this capital. Its not having been promptly attended to here, as

was communicated to Mr. Howard in a note from this Office of State, dated the

26th of April, was occasioned by the non-payment of the postage, stamps, and

emoluments which the parties concerned, and not the authorities, were bound to

discharge. . '

That difliculty has, however, ceased ; the Imperial Government having,

in consideration of the singularity of the case, and' of the interest which the

Legation of Her Britannic Majesty has taken, employed the means Within their

reach, not only towards the removal of the said difficulty, but likewise that

proceedings may be prosecuted with the greatest possible brevity.

The sentence which the before-mentioned Tribunal of the Second Instance

may pronounce shall, in due time, be communicated to Her Britannia Majesty’s

Legation, in answer to the requests of Mr. Jerningham and of Mr. Howard.
' I avail, &c.

(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.
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No. 105.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Olarendon.-—(Received September 14.)

My Lord, ' Rio de Janeiro, August 13, 1855;

IN pursuance of your Lordship’s orders, I gave directions to trace out-the

free black woman Antonia. Thereza de Jesus, who, according to the report of

Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Vincent’s, was said to have accompanied the wife of

the engineer of the “Toccautins ” as nurse from that island to Rio de Janeiro,

and to have been afterwards sold into slavery.
, I have learnt that the English engineer who came out in the “ Toccantins”

is no longer in that vessel, but that he is shortly expected again in Brazil with

the new steamer “ Parana,” Which is on her voyage from England here.

In the meantime, I beg to forward to your Lordship translation of a letter

from the Secretary of Police to the Chief of that Department, stating that no

mention is made in the register of the police office of the arrival of Antonia

Thereza de Jesus and her daughter in the “ Toccantins ” steamer.
I have, &c.‘

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGI—IAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 105.

The Provisional Secretary of the Police afloat to the Chief of Police.

(Translation)
Most Excellent Sir,

IN compliance with your Excellency’s commands to inform you without -

delay when the steamer “ Toccantins ” arrived here from England, the name of

the engineer on board her, and Whether a woman named Antonia. Thereza de

Jesus, together with a little girl, came in the said steamer; I have to inform

your Excellency that, from the register of the arrivals, it appears that the said

steamer arrived from England in this port on the 29th day of August last, but

no mention is therein made of Antonia Thereza de Jesus and her child in the

list of passengers who came in that vessel.

I have, however, been informed by the Secretary of the Company to which

the national steamers belongithat the engineer, at that time, of the “ Toccantins"

was an Englishman, whose name he could not tell me; but that he is not here

now, having returned to England. '

Probably the manager of that Company Will be able to furnish your Excel-

lency with more circumstantial information, and more complete than that which

exists in this Department.
Police Ofiice, July 17, 1855.

_ (Signed) JOAO BAPTISTA PIQUET.

 

No. 106.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham.,

Sir, Foreign Oflice, October 5, 1855.

‘ I HAVE received your despatch of the 9th of August, inclosing a copy of

a note addressed to you on the 20th of July by the Brazilian Minister for ,

Foreign Affairs, in which his Excellency informs you that the difficulties which

stood in the way of the manumission of the 3 slaves of the late John Craven

have been removed by order of the Imperial Government ; and I have, in reply,

to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with satisfaction this

decision of the Brazilian Government. a
I am, &c; 7

(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 107.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jeminyham.

Foreign Ofiice, October 6,5 1855.

IN a despatch which I have received from Mr. Vereker,* Her Majesty’s

Co‘n’sul at Rio Grande do Sul; he points out the facility with which sales

of free persons of colour are effected in Brazil; and the inefficiency of the

laws to prevent such illegal proceedings. Mr. Vereker then" suggests, as a

means for checking such abuses, that the Brazilian Government should

as's a law providing for the registration of all the slaves throughout the

Inpir‘e, imposing severe punishments on all persons unduly registering as

slaves thosewho are not legally recognized as such, and rendering the sellers

aria purchasers of persons not previously registered as slaves amenable to the

pains and penalties imposed on persons acting in contravention of the existing
laws against the Slave Trade. ‘

The adoption of a measure of the nature suggested by Mr. Vereker appears

to Her Majesty’s Government to be very desirable; and I have accordingly to

instruct you, when you shall have made yourself acquainted with the existing

state of the Brazilian law upon the subject, to lace this propOsal before the

Government of Brazil as one the adoption of whic would be in furtherance of

the humane policy that, with so much honour to itself, that Government is now

pursumg.

Sir,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 108.

The Earl 'of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

“Sir, Foreign O_flz‘ce, October 17, 1855;

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of a desp‘atch which

I have received from Mr. Vines, Her Majesty’s Consul at Para, and of the ensWer
Which Ihave returned theretofi respecting his proceedings in undertaking to

assume the guardianship and temporary possession of 3 young slaves who had

belonged to Mr. Alexander Dickson, a British subject resident at Paré.

' ' ~ Iam,&c. _
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. No. 109}
The Earl of Clarendon to 1%". Jerningham.

Sh", Foreign Ofi‘ce, October 26, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 17th instant, I transmit herewith,
for your information, a cdpy of a further despatch which I have addressed
to Her Majesty’s Consul at Paré,i directing him to give up the'possession
of the 2 boys Jacinto and Ildefongo, and of the girl Elena, who were the slaves
of Mr. Alexander Dickson. _ ,

' I am, 8w. V
(Signed) CLARENDON!

 

* No. 189; ' Jr Nos; 167 and 168. 1 No.169.
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No. 110.

Mr. Jerm'ngham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—— (Received November 13.)

My Lord,
Rio de Janeiro, October 9, 1855.

HAVING been informed that the slave-trader D’Avelar had gone to the

River Zaire for two cargoes of slaves, I thought it my duty to warn the Impenal

Government of the fact, in- a note herein inclosed, and to recommend the

stationing of a cruizer off the coast, between-Bahia and Campos. .

I beg also to forward to your Lordship copy of Senhor Paranhos’ reply, 111

which he states that the necessary means Will be taken to watch that part of the

coast where apprehensions might be entertained, and that great vigilance Will

be recommended to the authorities in Bahia and Espirito Santo.
I have, 8m.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 110;

Mr. Jemingham to Senhor Paranhos. '

Exceilent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, September 20, 1855.

I HAVE been informed that from a letter Which has been received from

Loanda, it appears that the notorious slave—trader Antonio Severino d’Avelar

had gone to the River Zaire with two palhabotes for cargoes of slaves, destined,

ostensibly, for‘ the Havana, but suspected to be intended for attempting a

landing between Bahia and Campos, where the said Avelar has numerous

connections.
I have thought it my duty to bring this report to your Excellency’s know-

ledge, in order that the Imperial Government may take the necessary precautions,

by stationing a cruizer off the coast between Bahia and Campos, until the 15th

or 20th of October, and by this means to frustrate any attempt Which might be

made, during that time, by the slave—traders, who, allured to fresh enterprises by

the devastation which the cholera has made amongst the black population near

Bahia and in this province, might succeed in devising a means of efi'ectuating a

landing of Africans; Which would he sure to bring them in enormous profits.

I avail, &c. '

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 110.

Senhor ParanhOs to Mr. Jemingham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, October 4, 1855.

THE Undersigned, &c., acknowledges the receipt of the note which

Mr. W. Stafford Jerningham, &c., addressed to him on the 20th of last month.

The Undersigned thanks Mr. Jerningham for his communication, and

although he does not apprehend that the loss of slaves occasioned by the

epidemic can be a strong incentive, and still less that the slave-traders Will dare,

Whatever may be the hope of lucre, to return to the Empire With their criminal

speculations, he immediately transmitted the information of which it treats to

the Minister of Justice, by whom proper measures have been taken.

All the suspected places between Bahia and Rio de Janeiro will be

vigorously watched by the Brazilian, cruizers; and the Presidents of the Provinces

, of Bahia, Espirito Santo, and Rio de Janeiro, Will be especially instructed to

cause the local authorities to redouble their- vigilance v

The Undersigned said that the ravages committed by the epidemic amongst

the negro populatiOn will not be a sufiioient stimulus towards the revival of the

Traflic, which the efforts of the Imperial Government have succeeded in

extinguishing. Mr. Jerningham Will agree With the Undersigned if he only
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considers that it was not because the incentive of great lucre was wanting, for
that has always existed, and has increased since the repression becathe efficacious
throughout the Empire, but that it is the certainty of the failure of .any

expedition, which has caused the slave-traders to abandon the coast of Brazll.
The Undersigned, 8m.

(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

No. 111.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendona—(Received November 13.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, October 9, 1855.

RESPECTING the fate of the mulatto woman, Antonia Thereza da Grace,
and her child, said to have been sold into slavery in Rio de Janeiro, I have
instituted the necessary inquiries, and am happy now to inform your Lordship
that this woman and her child are living in perfect freedom, and that in the
district where she resides she figures on the books of the chief authority there as
a free woman, with all the privileges of a free citizen.

V I beg to inclose copy of my letter to Mr. Taylor, Superintendent of the
Brazilian Steam—packet Company, and his reply.

This gentleman states to have seen the woman, and has conversed With her,
When she told him that no attempt whatever had been made to subdue her into
slavery, and that she was living with a family of her own choosing.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 111.

Mr. Jerm'ngham to Mr. Taylor.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 22, 1855.
WITH reference to the communication made to you last month by

Mr. Mergan, at my desire, relative to the mulatto woman named Antonia.
Thereza da Graga, who, with her child, are said to have beenbrought to Rio de
Janeiro from the Island of St. Vincent, in the steamer “ Toccantins,” belonging
to the Company over Which you preside ; and as both that vessel and the chief
engineer, who brought her out from England, and the “Parana,” which the said
engineer has also subsequently brought out, are now in this port, I beg to
inclose to you herewith copies of two letters sent to me by the Earl of Clarendon,
trusting that you will, not only On the score of humanity but also in the interest
of your Association, afford to me your able assistance, and use every means in
your power towards ascertaining the truth With regard to the alleged sale of the
said Antonia Thereza da Graga and her child into slavery, and report to me-
accordingly, either that the charge of so serious a matter is disproved, or if
unhappily‘ it should be founded, in order that I may take the necessary steps for
the punishment of the delinquents and the restoration to freedom of the said-
Antonia Thereza da Graga and of her child.

, I have, &c. '
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

I'nclosure 2 in No. 111.

Mr. Taylor to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, ‘ Rio de Janeiro, September 18, 1855.
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 22nd ultimo, in

'which you request me, as President of the Brazilian Steam-packet Company, to
ascertain and inform yOu about the truth of the case of a mulatto Woman from
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the Island of St. Vincent, named Antonia Thereza da Grace, who was said, both

with her child, to have been sold into slavery at this port.
According to your request I have made the most minute investigations, and

come to the conclusion that the charge brought upon the engineer of the

“ Toccantins ” is false, and altogether void of foundation, as the said woman and

her child are in the enjoyment of their personal liberty, and free as they left

their country.
I had an interview with the said Antonia Thereza (1a Graga, in which she

certified having come from St. Vincent in company of the engineer’s family, as a

wet nurse, whose service she left shortly after coming into this harbour, not

finding herself quite comfortable; but that no attempt whatsoever was tried to

subdue her into slavery, and that she was quite free, living with a family of her

choosing. ,

I had the accused engineer brought to my presence in which he stated that

he engaged the said woman at St. Vincent as a wet nurse, but on no condition

of sending her back at his expense; that some time after their arrival, having:

frequently reprimanded her for her misbehaviour, she left his service, and went

to live with the said family in whose company I found her.

In verification of the above statement, I called upon the chief authority of

the district, and found her name registered in his books as a free woman, and

with all. the privileges of a free citizen. , ,

Hoping that the above information will be sufficient for the contradiction

of the alleged case, and that it will meet your satisfaction, I am, &0.
(Signed) A. TAYLOR.

 

No. 112.

Afr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 13.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, October 11, 1855.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 8th of t’s‘epteirnber,“e

respecting the manumission of the slaves of the late John Craven, in which

your Lordship was pleased to approve of my note to Senhor Paranhos on that

subject, I now beg to forward to‘ your Lordship copy of one which I have just

addressed to his Excellency, to protest against these unfortunate persons in

question being detainefi any longer in slavery.
I have, &c. '

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inolosure in No. 112.

311*. Jemingham to Senhor Paranlws.

Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, October 10, 1855.

HER Majesty’s, Government having been pleased to approve of the note

which I addressed to your Excellency 0n the 13th of July, respecting the delay

in the manumission of the 3 slaves. of the late John Craven, and not having

received, up to this time, a categorical answer from your Excellency as ' to _

Whether or not these unfortunate beings have as yet-received their certificates of

fi'eedom—although your Excellency, in your note to me of the 20th of July,

informed me that the reasons which threw obstacles in the way of the legal

process were removed—I beg your Excellency to have the kindness now to

acquaint 'me, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, before the

departure of this mail, whether these 3 captives have actually obtained their

manumission, to which they are justly entitled since the death of Mr. Craven,

Which occurred in 1853. ‘

. ’7‘ No. 103.

CLASS B.
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Therefore, trusting in the honest and upright feeling of the, Imperial

Government upon this matter, I must protest against_ any filrtherld-elay, and

urgently request and insist that these 3 slaves, emanmpated by the desn-e of

theii' deceased master, John Craven, be immediately set at hberty.
I avail, &c. _ N , _

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

No. 113.

Mr; Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received November 13.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, October 15, 1855.

> I FEAR there has been, according to all accounts, a landing of slaves,

about a month or six weeks ago, near Angra dos Reis, on the mainland behind

Ilha Grande.
A captain of the Brazilian navy, who is likewise an engineer, was lately

down at Angra, for the purpose of measuring land; and upon his return, he

stated publicly, in a store at Rio de Janeiro, that ‘ he had heard When he was at

Angra that a man, a Portuguese, named Mesquita, had landed 250 slaves in the

vicinity of that town, and then sunk his vessel, where her hull is still partly to

be seen ab0ve water. ~
On receiving this information, I directly went to the Brazilian Minister fOr

FOreign Afl‘air's, and communicated to him the paper giving me this information,

With an urgent demand that this report should me mostthoroughly sifted and

investigated by the Brazilian Government, in order to find out whether it was
correct or not.

He promised to do so, and said that they would send for Captain Leitfio,
and question him upon the subject. -

Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. Westwood, tells me that he hears, from other
quarters than from whence I had my information, that a landing did take place,

and that two vessels are preparing, down the coast southwards, for expeditions
to the coast of Africa. ,

Admiral Johnstone had, some little time since, given orders to one of his

steamers returning to Rio de Janeiro from the South, to visit, on her voyage, the

several ports and likely places; so there is a chance, when this vessel arrives,

, that she may have found out something respecting the rumour of landing.
_ As the fact has .not yet been established, and as the Brazilian Government ‘

have promised to investigate the matter immediately, I shall delay writing a
public note until I know for certain that any landing has been effected} and
then, if such proves to he the case, I will ask for the punishment of the offenders,

. and request more vigilance and more stringent measures against the Slave Trade
than those that exist at present, and of which the Imperial Government seems
to be so proud.

I have, &c. ~
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

No. ll4.’

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, ' . Foreign Office, Navember 18, 1855.

I HAVE received yOur despatch of the 9th ultimof“ respecting the proceed-
ings of the slave-trader D’Avelar; and I_ have to inform you that I apprOve
the Course adopted by yOu in warning- the Brazilian Government of his suppoSed
intentions. '

' I am, &c. ._ , '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

" No. 110.
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No. 115.,

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerm'ngham.

Sir, Foreign Oflic‘e, November 19, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 11th ultimo, I have to state

that I approve of the further note which you addressed to Senhor‘ Paranhos,

respecting the continued delay which has taken place in completing the

manumission of John Craven’s 3 slaves.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 116.

, The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, - Foreign Ofiice, November 21; 1855‘.

I, HAVE received. your despatch of the 15th ultimo, stating that you

had been informed that a landing of negroes was said to have been effected

on the Brazilian coast at Angra dos Reis; and I haVe to inform you that I

approve of the course which you state you intended to pursueén'case the rumour

in question should prove to have been correct. ,
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 117.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 8.)

(Extract) 1 Rio de Janeiro, November 9, 1855'.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 15th ultimo, in which I

informed your Lordship of the report which was current in Rio de Janeiro

that a disembarkation of 200 Africans had been effected by a Portuguese

named Mesquita, in a pilot boat at or near Angra dos Reis, and that I

had communicated the private information which I 'had received on this

subject to his Excellency Senhor Paranhos, who promised to acquaint the

Minister of Justice With its contents, I beg now to have the honour to forward

to your Lordship copy of a note from the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs,

in Which his Excellency assures me that he has communicated my memorandum

to Senhor Nabuco, the Minister of Justice, requesting his Excellency to bestow

his best attention and consideration on this matter, and to be informed of the

result of the investigation, as well as concerning the measures that would be

taken to funish the delinquents, if the supposed piratical act had been

perpetrate . ' - ,

As the rumour cOntinued to be confirmed, and the afi'air was much talked-

about in Rio de Janeiro, allusions to it being made in the newspapers, notwith-

standing Senhor Paranhos’ communications that an investigation had been set

on foot, I, however, thought it my duty to address to his Excellency the

following note, copy of Which is hereto annexed, with the intent of urging

forward this Government in their inquiry, and to give me a categorical answer ifthe

report was true or false, and at the same time to make them aware of the surprise

and pain Her Majesty’s Government would experience in learning, should this

disembarkation have been effected, that the slave-dealers were still able to set

the penal laws of Brazil at defiance. I therefore implored the Brazilian .

Government to allow no obstacle to stand in their way in getting to the ,real

truth of the matter; and that if a landing of slaves had taken place, to seize and

punish most severely the persons therein concerned: besides this, it was also

. incumbent upon them to enact still more stringent laws with regard to' Slave

Trade, exercise greater vigilance, station more cruizers, and employ intelligent

subcrdinates, so as to be able to frustrate successfully any further attempts‘of
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piratical adventurers. For I told his Excellency that Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment could never place implicit confidence in the power of the Brazilian

Government of repressing the Slave Traffic to this country, so long as the
means at her disposal Were not such as to render any landing of slaves
impossible.

I also intimated to his Excellency that I had heard the report of a second

attempt that had been made, to northward of Rio de‘Janeiro, between Cape
San Thomé and Espirito Santo, and that 300 slaves had been put on shore,
divided into lots, and conveyed in difierent directions inland. This reported
landing was said to have been effected about the 13th or 14th of October.

As yet, this Government having, probably, not completed their investi-

gation, I have not received any official answer to my note, to which a reply was
promised me both by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Minister of
Justice. I have, however, had conversations on this disagreeable subject both

With Se'nhor Paranhos and Senhor Nabueo, and both Ministers, I must in justice

add, have shown a willingness and determination to make the most rigorous
researches. '

Accordingly the police, accompanied by Captain Leitao, who is represented
to have spread the report of this slave adventure, have, I am told, been down
to Angra dos Reis ; but Senhor Paranhos, two days ago, gave me to understand
that CaptainLeitao has not confirmed, what he first advanced, yet he added
that another man had hinted something about a disembarkation. However,
his Excellency asserted that the police had neither discovered any Africans nor
vestiges of the reported crime, nor did they find the remains of Mesquita’s pilot-
boat, which was said to be apparent somewhere off the coast in itshalf submerged
state. .

In an interview Which I had not very long ago with Senhor Nabuco,
Minister of Justice, his Excellency also told me that the report of the police was
not ready, but from what he had learnt up to that time, nothing had been made
out sufficient to establish the truth of a landing of Africans.

It has, however, been the custom here of slave-dealers to give out false
rumours for the sake of distracting the attention of the police from the. place
where the dealers intended really to insure the delivery of their human cargoes;
and from what I have lately heard, it would appear that preparations for a dis-
embarkation had really been made near the banks of the River Itapemerim, in
the Province of Espirito Santo, leading to the 'Fazenda of ; and that the
disembarkation which lately did take place at Sel'i’nhaem, in the Pr'ovince of
Pernambuco, mentioned in my despatch of the 12th instant to your Lordship,
was in reality intended for the River Itapemerim. ' ' ’

Another pilot-boat which is reported to have fitted out in the River Zaire,
if' she be not captured in Africa, may be expected here in Brazil on or before
the 20th of November.

All this information has been communicated to the Brazilian Government
and also to this Legation; and when I get any intelligence of this description,
it is my invariable custom always to report it to the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
so that the Brazilian Government may be always thoroughly acquainted with
what may be hatching by the slave‘dealers. ‘ '

SinceJuly, I believe the Brazilian Government have been informed, on
different occasions, that vessels were fitting out in the River Zaire, with the
object of slave-trading hither; and in proof of it, I beg to inclose to your ,
Lordship Copy of a letter which has been written to the Minister of Justice by a
person resident in this country. I ,

‘ In this letter the writer insinuates that his warnings have not been properly
attended to by the Government, and that if they had taken proper precautions,
they would 'now be free from care. He then reminds his Excellency of his
former communicated suspicions with respect to individuals and ships which
have-clea‘red out, although legally, for the African coast.

» He then refers to the late purchase, at Rio de Janeiro, of a very fast
American barque called the “ Grey Eagle,” and requests great vigilance to be
exercised in her respect; and he advises the Government to station on the
likely points, as heretofore, agents, to watch and give intelligence of what may
be going on. '

In order to show yonr Lordship that an attempt is supposed to be on foot
to revive the Brazilian Slave Trade, I beg to forward copy of an extract from a
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newspaper in Rio de Janeiro, called the “ Grito Nacional,” whose independent

position (most of the others being under the influence of the Government)

permits the insertion of articles of an unpalatable nature.
I have not been in the habit of taking this newspaper, but the number

containing the above-mentioned extract was sent me anonymously.

It seems to me very well worth attention ; and the names of the different

vessels therein indicated, it might be useful, should your Lordship think so, to

send to Her Majesty’s African squadron for their information.

Your Lordship will accordingly perceive that, although the Government

here may declare that the Trafi’ie is extinct, it is not so yet; and I am

inclined' to think, as I have also intimated to the Brazilian Government, that,

speculating upon the void- made amongst the Blacks by the cholera, in Bahia

and in this province, and on the attention of England being engrossed by the

Crimean war, the slave-dealers are organising operations Which will, no doubt,

considerably perplex the Brazilian Government. '

It is only the other day that I finally spoke to Senhor Paranhos on these

serious matters, and I openly told him what the effects would be in England, if

slave-dealing recommenced here; but his Excellency begged me to entertain no

fears, for the Imperial Government were determined to repress it, 'and punish

all offenders, however high placed they may be.

The Minister of Justice, Senhor Nabuco, has been, also, exceedingly satis-

factory'in his assurances. He declared to me that his Government would use

all private and public influence they possess against the revival ofthe African Slave

Trade ; and I feel inclined to believe he will do his best in‘that respect, for I am

told his Excellency is determined to put the laws in force, in spite of anybody,

even his constituents; who are angry with him for his rigour, threatening not to

return him at the next election. ,

The Brazilian Government are, no doubt, now sincerely interested in

putting and keeping down the Slave Trade; but I doubt their ability to do so

alone, unless they go to greater expense on this head than has lately been

incurred. -

Ill-paid officials will always (especially here) be in continued danger; or if

they have the courage to do their duty, it will be chiefly in a slovenly manner.

I therefore hinted t0 the Minister of Justice that money ought to be spent in

this laudable object. His Excellency seemed to coincide with me; and I there- ‘

fore hope that his Government, from motives of false economy. will not paralyse

its good intentions by withholding the necessary means of keeping down Slave

Trade. ,
We have continually been told that slave-trading to Brazil, at present, is

impossible, on account of the severity of the Penal Code, the watchfulness of the

Government, the instructions given to Presidents of Provinces, and the activity ‘

of the police; and yet your Lordship will see by my despatch of the 12th

instant, that a vessel really arrived last month at the Island of St. Alexis,

near Serinhaem, in the Province of Pernambuco, With 200 to 240 Africans, only

162 being captured by the Brazilians. This proves that the. Traflie is not over;

and a person well knOwn for his frank opposition to Slave Trade, has declared

that it will take ten years before Brazil would be quite free from any cares of this

description, '
I shall continue to be on the alert, and keep the Brazilian Government

strictly up to their professions in matters of Slave Trade. '

Senhor Paranhos’ answer, inclosing Senhor Nabuco’s report upon the

investigation of the presumed landing at Angra dos Reis, I will forward in another

despatch, directly I receive it. ‘

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 117.

Sanka?- Paranhos to R11.Jerntitghanz.

(Translation.) , Rio de Janeiro, October 14, 1855.

HAVING taken into the most ,seriozrs Consideration the communication

made to me by Mr. W'. S. Jer’ningham, &c.‘, at our interview on the 12th

instant, relative to the reported disembarkation of upwards of 200 Africans,

about tWo months ago, in the neighbourhood of Angra dos Reis, by the Portu~ ‘
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guese Mesquita, I hastened to trausmit to the Minister of Justice a translation

of the memorandum which Mr. Jerningham had the goodness to leave with me,

and in which some information is given concerning the fact and the individual in

question, which certainly must contribute towards facilitating the investigations

Which the case requires.
I have already had the honour verbally to assure Mr. Jerningham that the

Imperial Government would promptly order that fact to be investigated in the

mostsure and efficacious manner, and that if, contrary to my expectation, it

should be true, those criminals who may be met with within the action of the ‘

laws of the Empire, shall not go unpunishedi

In accordance with this promise, I have just requested the Minister of

Justice to bestow his best consideration on this affair, and to acquaint me with

~ the result of the proceedings taken, as likewise of those which he may adopt

towards the punishment of the delinquents, if, perchance, the investigations

.should confirm the communication made to me by Mr. Jerningham, and to

whom I renew, &c.
- (Signed) JOSE ‘MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

Inclosure 2 in No; 117.

Mr. Jerningham to Senhor Paranhos.

Excellent Sir, Rig ole Janeiro, October 22, 1855.

I BEG to have the honour of acknowledging your Excellency’s note, under

date of the 14th of October, informing me that the communication which I made

to your Excellency, in a private interview, of a rumoured disembarkation of

200 new Africans v in the vicinity of Angra dos Reis by a Portuguese named

Mesquite, had been directly forwarded by you to the Minister of Justice.

Your Excellency, in the same note, adverts to the verbal assurances which

you had previously given me that the Imperial Government would endeavour to

ascertain,’ in the most efiicacious manner, whether the fact of the rumoured

disembarkation was correct or not; and that, if it proved to be well founded,

the culpable persons, who came within the reach of the laws of this Empire,

should not remain unpunished. v

7 Your Excellency likewise adds that, in accordance with' this promise, you

had requested his Excellency the Minister of Justice to take the affair into

serious consideration, and to he made acquainted with the result of the investi-

gation, as also with the means that would he adopted to inflict punishment upon

the delinquent in case the inquiry confirmed the truth of my information.

'In thanking your Excellency for the desirable steps which you have taken

in promoting the inVestigation of the affair in. question, I beg at the same time

to state that I feel extremely anxious to know whether the inquiry set on foot

by his Excellency the Minister of Justice has, as yet, been attended with success,

and to be officially informed whether or not a landing of 210 new Africans took

place near Angra dos Reis, because the rumour to that effect is now publicly

circulated in Rio de Janeiro, and, I- am inclined to imagine, generally believed.

I am sorry to say that a further report was yesterday communicated to me,

by a person worthy of credence, that a second disembarkation of 300 slaves had
been effected to the northward, between San Thomé and Espirito Santo, and that

these slaves were immediately divided into lots and conveyed in different direc-

tions inland.
To those Who are conversant with the past sombre history of the Slave

Trade,'it' is known that one landing, 01' an attempt at doing so, is generally

followed, near- at hand, by a second or a third; and it is said that, When

Mesquita’s schooner left the River Zaire with her cargo of Bozal blacks, there

were two other vessels in those waters preparing to receive slaves for the coast

of Brazil; consequently, if any landing t0 the northwards occurred fifteen days

ago, it has heen'probably effected by one of the ahove-mentioned vessels.
In bringing the report of this second landing to the knowledge of the

Imperial GOvernment as well as the first, I have done so With the object of being
oflicially informed by them if these reports are true 01' not..

I need not intimate to your Excellencwaor of that you must be well
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convinced—that if they are correct, what will be the effect of such intelligence‘in

England, and throughout Brazil, and what surprise and 'pain Her Majesty’s

Government will experience in learning that, notwithstanding the Solemn

promises and praiseworthy efforts of the Imperial Government to repress and

keep down the Trafiic, piratical adventurers and crafty slave-dealers should still

have it in their power, in spite of the penal laws at present in force in this

country, to carry out their barbarous practices with success ;4 and I greatly fear

that any revival of this detestable commerce would tend ta disturb the present

good and amicable understanding happily existing between Great Britain and

this Empire.
I trust, therefore, that the Imperial Government will allow no obstacle to

stand in their way in making the most rigorous investigations, and that, if these

landings have been effected, they will punish most severely the persons concerned

in them, and at the same time pass still more stringent edicts, and devise still

more vigilant means, by stationing more cruizers and employing very active and _

intelligent officials, so as to prevent the possibility of a recurrence; for your

Excellency may rest assured that Her Majesty’s Government .cannot place

implicit confidence in the power of the Imperial Government to repress and

keep down the Traflic, as long as the means of repression at the disposal of

Brazil are not such as to render the success of the attempts and aggressions of

slave-dealers and slave-pirates impossible.
I avail, &c.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 117.

Emtractvfrom the “ Grito Naeional” of November 3, 1855.

(Translation)
. IT is now known that those concerned in the Slave Trade are in the field,

and. that some disembarkations have already been effected, and that others are

expected. ‘ '

' In Portugal this matter is notorious, as a friend of mine assures me who

arrived there in the steamer “ Maria II.” ' ~
In Angola and Havana there are thevBotelhos, Rodrigos, 8:0,, who, availing

themselves of the absence .of the English forces now in the Crimea, do not forget

that they owe to Brazil all the means for her aggrandizement, including Africans,
who, according 'to the opinion of the late Senator ,Vasconcellos, “ come to

civilize us.” V ‘

For the country, that is one of the most important affairs. We have not

lost sight of it, and were the first to treat of it. .

Thus it is that it now behaves to ask, what has become of the Portuguese

schooner “ Gratidh’o,” which, on her arrival from Angola, was under the surveih

lance of the police, but which returned to that place on the 6th of January of
last year, and has not yet returned to this port?

. On the 7th of the same month the Portuguese brig “ Velez ” sailed for

Loanda, and has not yet feturned. V '
On the 13th of April the American br‘igantine “Monte Christa ” sailed for

Loango; and on the 2nd of October the Portuguese brig “Hue Allan” sailed

'for Loanda, and, like the others, have not returned. ‘

During the month of September of this year, not fewer than five vessels
have left Africa, well understood under two flags ; and amongst them the cele-

brated ‘fZargo,” which, upon her voyage. from Portugal, met here with impedi-

ments from the police on account of a slave 9'6 ' *6 a but which
was sold, and went on her way to .* 9" * Africa!

Apropos, who in this city was not acquainted With a certain Senhor Roque

who greatly distinguished himself in the eustom—house ‘as a dispatcher, and was on

that account dismissed? Well, a long time since he took his, departure for

the (Western) Isles to seek for colonists, who have not yet arrived; meanwhile it

is known that he is in Angola *6 , * ’5
The facility with which a vessel is cleared out for Africa is the reason Why

she never returns. .
It is true that the slave-traders have no occasion to do so, because our
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bays, and, above all, the River St. J0-10, are there for the fitting out in. safety as
many vessels as may be necessary, and particularly when those persons Interested
have to come to this capital to have operations performed for hydrocele ; is that

not the .case, Senhor guest in the house No. 16, in the Rua Direita ?

But in all cases it is not proper that slavers should sail from our port.

In renewing this question, we shall shortly return to it, mentioning, as

formerly, the names of the vessels, of those concerned, the points, 810., in order
that the Government may take proper measures, having in view the quality of

the greater part of the employe’s in those places of, disembarkation, &c.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 117.

Letter addressed by a person in Rio de Janeiro to the Minister of Justice“

(Translation) .

Most Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, November 1, 1855.

YOUR Excellency, on re-perusal of my former communications, will see that
they perfectly coincide with What is now appearing. Although your Excellency
had been informed that the path cut through the forest (which I cornmumcated
to you had been opened) did not exist, I again repeat that it does emst; that 1t

was out near the banks of the River Itapemerim, leading to the plantatlon;
and that the disembarkation which it appeared was intended to have been
effected in the Province of Pernambuco, was in reality destined for the former
place. And with respect to the second pilot boat, your Excellency may reckon

(according to the accounts from Africa, which I communicated to you) if she be

not captured in Africa, she will be arriving on or before the 20th instant.
Somehow the indications furnished have been unheeded, and the suspicions

disregarded, of fresh attempts at slave—trading, perhaps for want of sufficient
proofs, or else from the persuasion that no adventurer would run the risk, as
was to have been hoped ; but perhaps if proper measures had been taken, the
Government would now have been free from care. I remind your Excellency
that I indicated a suspicion, and almost a certainty, that the well-known Captain
José Francisco Rosa was engaged in the traffic, who arrived here from Loanda,
in the Portuguese brig “ Julia,” on account of the house of Manoel de Almeida
Cardoza, and Francisco da Cruz Maia; also, that investigations were to have
been set on foot respecting Antonio (0 Manhoso), and touching his frequent
trips to Campos, and that even then a rumour was spread, and came to my
knowledge, of a projectedattempt to effect a landing there.

I communicated to the police‘the clandestine departure of Rosa, on the
30th of September, in a vessel belonging to Maia; and called the attention of
the police to the many vessels which are now sailing to Africa (although with
legal cargoes), but have had no solution of the result of these communications,
nor whether I am to continue my inquiries into these matters ; thus Slave Trade
matters have become complicated, and renders it necessary that I should rouse
afresh the agents whom I had stationed on different points,

Lately an American barque, named the “ Grey Eagle,” was purchased. I
recommend great vigilance to be observed with respect to this suspected vessel.

I have just offered a suggestion to the Chief of the Police, which I hope
will be productive of a good effect; the sailors, boatswain, and mate, of the
pilot-boat who escaped at Pernambuco, must necessarily come here, and there;
fore I suggested the observance of the greatest vigilance on the arrival of the
steamers fmm the north, as most probably some of them may come in them,
and be arrested; and if any one of them should be detected, we shall then
obtain the true clue towards the easy discovery of the whole proceeding, when
your Excellency can act according to your wishes. -

I consider it indispensable to establish agents upon different points, as
heretofore; finally, if, as it is to be supposed, the othef pilot-boat should make
her appearance, it will certainly be to the north of Campos that an attempt will
be made to land her cargo; the news which I have received, and the path cut
through the woods, inducing that belief, and even the recent appearance here of
Joaquim Thomas de Faria,va notorious and obstinate slave-trader. -

Your Excellency cannot but have observed that a great number of empty
casks, fit for holding water, have been sent to Caravellas from this port.
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No. 118.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of ClatenclonP-(Received December 8.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, November 12, 1855.

ONE .of the Brazilian steam-packets which arrived at Rio on the 24th of

October, I am sorry to say brought the unpleasant news of a piratical attempt

at Slave Trade in the Province of Pemambuco. '
Immediately that the afi'air was communicated to the Minister of Justice,

Senhor Nabuco,‘ his Excellency forwarded to me the intelligence in a note, which

I have now the honour to inelose to your Lordship, and by which your Lordship

will see that 162 Bozal Africans (out of a supposed cargo .of 200) have been

captured by the Brazilians, and that orders had been issued by the President Of

Pernambueo to cause the pilot-boat and the said Afi‘icans to be brought from

the place of capture, near the Island of St. Alexis on the bar ” 0f the River '

Serinhaem, to the capital of that province, invorder that legal proceedings might

be instituted accordingly. v

Upon my calling a few days afterwards npOn the Minister of JustiCe, to

thank him for this information, I was given to understand that his Excellency

had not received the full particulars of the capture from the President, further

than what had been Communicated to me; nor has the corresPondence which

it is said was found on board the pilet-boat, been sent up from Pernambtico (as

far as I can make out), by any of the recent steamers that have arrived from

the north, Which appears to me very extraordinary. : ‘

I now take the liberty of inclosing to your Lordship an extract from the

“ Jornal do Commereio” of ,Rio de Janeiro, giving some details of the seizure of

the above—mentioned schooner, on the bar of the River Serinhaem. This

' newspaper, Which cannot be accused of any predilection for England, published

a letter from its correspondent in Pernambueo, which indicates that there must

' have been some negligence on the part of the subordinates, who appear to have

been mostly absent, either on sick leave or otherwise, when the occurrence took

place ; and the person who really captured the pilot-boat and the 162'Af1‘icans,

viz., 47 adult negroes, 105 youths of divers, ages, and 10 negresses, was the

Colonel Vasconcellos Drummond, who, with the assistance of the flying detach-

ment of the district, and some peasants commanded by an inspector, etfected the

seizure. ‘
The same correspondent alludes to the rumour that there were in all 220

Blacks, when the vessel first arrived off the coast of Brazil, and hints that some '

of them may have been appropriated. '

He says also that the commander of the schooner had been on shore, and

though taken, under» arrest, to the presence of some one in authority, that the

captain had disappeared, as well as the crew. ‘ v ' '

It appears that the Brazilian Government have been warned of the danger»

eVeI' since July; and that they had sent orders to the President to take measures,

* both on shore and at sea, to prevent any disembarkation. Even on the eve of

the seizure, the President of the Province received a despatch from the Brazilian

Commodore that the vessel cruizing'on the south coast of the province had not

diSCOvered any signs’of slave-trading, and Her Majesty’s ship "‘ Rifletnan” seems

not either to have had the good luck of falling in with the rumoured slaver she

was dispatched to intercept. » ' '

The Royal mail-steamer “ Tamar” has brought me the inclosed 'despatch

from Mr. Cowper, giving the details of this unfortunate affair, as far as has come

to his knowledge; and he has thought himself justified in forwarding to‘ the

President of the Province a strong representation on the subject, in Which he

asks for explanations, and attributes to the negligence of the authorities the

robbery of 76 Africans from the illicit cargo 'of 240, by different individuals.

Mr. Cowper gives as a rumour that the pilot-bo’at brought 600 slaves, but

he thinks that from her size, which is not much above 30 tons, such a thing

is most improbable '; that he doubts very much if this vessel ever went to Africa

at'all; and he is inclined to the belief that this miserable captured pilot-boat

may have received her cargo from some larger vessel in the offing. ' ‘

I have had Some Conversation with Senhor Paranhos ufJon the subject of

this capture, when his Excellency made the most of it, to prove that his

CLASS B.



162 , BRAZIL.

Government were on the alert; and three days ago he told me that the Govern-
ment had dispatched a steamer to Pernambuco, with orders to search further
into the affair, and that they wished'above all to arrest the captain and crew of
this captured slaver. '

I have requested the Brazilian Government to give me the fullest explana-
tion of the accusations of negligence and want ofprecaution which seems to have
existed in the Province of PernambuCO.

Senhor Paranhos verbally explained how the different subordinates were
absent from their posts in or about Serinhaem, when the affair took place ; but
as it has been represented to me that some one of influence and family was
interested in this slave speculation, I have sent in to his Excellency a note,
requiring a justification of this negligence, which may have been brought about
by undue influential and other means ; and I beg to inclose copy of this note to
your Lordship. ‘

The person who is supposed to have been chief originator of’ this speculation
arrived in Rio de Janeiro, on the 3rd instant, by the Royal mail-packet, and'is
well known in the annals of Slave Trade, and the Minister of Justice had, I was
told, given orders for his being arrested.

This has not yet been efi'ected.

 

Inclosure I in No. 118.

The Minister of Justice to Mr. Jemingham.

(Translation) October 24, 1855.

TO the Most Excellent Mr. W. S. Jerningham, the Councillor José Thomas
Nabuco de Araujo has the honour to present his compliments, and to ' communi-
Cate to him that the President of the Province of Pernambuco, in a despateh
dated the 16th instant, acquaints him that he had been just informed by the
Delegate of Police at Serinhaem, that he, the saidDelegate, vigorously supported
by the Commandant of the flying detachment of the Rio Formoso, captured, near
the'Island of Santo Aleixo, a pilot-boat which am‘ived there with 162 Africans,
who were in custody of the said Commandant, and that he was taking measures
far the purpose of sending the said Africans and the pilot-boat to the capital, in
order that further proceedings may be instituted. ‘

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 118.

Extractfrom the “ Jamal do Commercio” of November 4, 1855.

(Translation) Recfie, Pernambuco, October 27, 1855.

, THE 'most important fact that I have to mention is the seizure of a
schooner on the bar of the River Serinhaem with 162 Africans. A private
letter from that place announces that occurrence in the following manner :

Some days ago a schooner was observed at anchor near the Island of
St. Aleixo, and a rumour was instantly spread that she was affected with cholera
morbus; but it became known, on the day before yesterday, that she had on
board a cargo of Africans, and that she was preparing to land them. That
district was without any police authorities who could take measures in so urgent
a case, because the Chief Acting Delegate, Antonio Germano Rigueira Pinto de
Souza, is in this city, not one of his subordinates is in active service, and the
Sub—Delegate has been sick these two months; in short, the Municipal Judge,
Dr. M. Theodoro Freire, had gone to the capital to enjoy the leave of absence
obtained, and Dr. Joao Baptista Gongalves Campo had transferred his judicial
authority to Dr. Borges Lea], the'Municipal Judge of Barreiros, ‘ he having to
proceed to Para. In. this eonjuncture, Colonel Gaspar de Menezes eVasconeellos
Drummond, reassumed the exercise of his post of Delegate, which, through ill-
health, he had left in 1849, and took measures for the seizure of the schooner
and Africans, in calling out the detachment of the district (Which came forward
with incredible rapidity), and, until due examination was efl’ected, he placed an
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ihs‘pector, With a force of peasants, at the bar opposite the island, after which the

said Colonel preceeded to seize the schooner, 01f pilot—boat, with 47 negroes‘,

105 youths of divers ages, and 10 negresses, all of them in them in the most»

deplorable state of nudity and complete state of debility. '

As many persons here complain of What they call my turn for satire, and I

am resolved to pass henceforward for a good boy, I Will not mention certain rumOurs

afloat here respecting that capture ; I will not eVen say that it is asserted; by a very

sedate person, that the first report of the Commandant of the detachment spoke

of 220 (odd) negroes. I will not repeat things'which have not yetbeen investi-

gated. It suffices to say that the fact of the seizure is official, and that praises;

and even thanks, to the authority who accomplished it were bestOwed by- the

Government. In this country the custom has been established to thank public

functionaries for. having performed their duty. I always thought that thanks

implied the idea of a favour having been received, of a civility, a polite attention;

&c. ; I now begin to believe that it‘is only as a favour, and not otherWiSe, that a

man is to perform his duty. ‘

' The Commander of the schooner, although he had been on shora‘and was

taken under arrest to the presence of some person in authority, has diSappearéd,

as well as the crew ; nobody knows anything of them. The “ Liberal Perna'm-

bucano ” (newspaper) has availed itself of the occasion to accuse the President,

aCcounting him responsible for that'attempt to introduce Africans; but I do

not agree With it. '

From the publication of the Government’s proceedings it is seen that since

July they having received information, but lacking details, sent orders, not only

to the police to use precautions on shore, but also to the Commander of the

naval station to take measures at sea. And, in fact, 'on the very eve of the

seizure, the President received a despatch from that Commander informing him

that the vessel cruizing on the south coast of the province had not discovered

any signs of slave-trading. Even the English steamer “ Rifleman,” Which went

upon a cruize, saw nothing, and it is said that she met With the scthner and

made her heave—to, and was satisfied with the report made that .she was

conveying a cargo of logs of mangue‘wood. , ' ‘

. It now remains to be known Who the owner of the schooner and Cargo is ;’

hilt althOugh it is whispered Who that person is, no proofs have as yet been

di$covel'ed upon Which judicial proceedings can be grounded. _ ,

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 118.

Consul Cowper to M7“. Jemingham.

Sir, ’ , . ‘ Pernambuco, OCtober 29, 1855.

- IT is with deep regret that I have to announce the renewal of the! Afi-ieah

SlaveTrade in this, province; and that the negligence of the authorities has

been so palpable and extraordinary that I have felt it to be my duty to protest

against it,
‘ .

I will first state to you the facts of the case, and then proceed to the

reports Which are in circulation respecting this nefarious proceeding. ‘- ‘ '

In the month of July last the President addressed a despatch to the Chief

of Police, which ,Was published, according to custom, in 'the “Diario,” desiring

him to instruct the police authorities about Serinhaem to be vigilant, as. the

Government had received information of an intended attempt at Slave Trade.

about the embouchure of that river. ‘What steps were taken by that functionary

Iflam unable to say ; but upon the 17th instant the “ Diario’? Contained the

astounding announcement that a slave-ship had actually arrived at the spot

deSignated by the President, that all the authorities were absent, and that the

vessel had been allowed to remain at anchor for three days unmolested betwixt

the 'I'sland of St.Aleixo, and the mouthleof the Serinhaem‘; that ColOnel Menezes

de Drummond, a wealthy Senhor “ de Engenho‘” in that neighbourhood,1consti—,

tuted himself Delegate of Police, seized the vessel and 162 Afi'ica-ns,’ which he

retained in custody.
UpOn the announcement becoming, public, the President immediately sent

down a mah-of-war, Which brought the vessel and her Africans up here, and

they remain at the disposal of the Government. .
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I had sent Her Majesty’s ship “ Rifieman” some time before to look for this
siaver, but she returned here without falling in with her; and When I heard of

her actual arrival, I sent an agent down to the spot, and I found that one indi-

vidual alone had stolen, first, 36 of the Blacks, and afterwards, 40 more, and no

doubt thefts on a smaller scale were also perpetrated.
The foregoing circumstances are facts 3 the reports are, that a company has

been formed here for the importation of untattooed African children; that when

once landed they may pass for Creoles; that this vessel is the first of the line,

and that she was laden With 600, and that four more are expected.

The part of these reports which appears the most improbable is, that the
present vessel brought so many as 600 Africans, for although they are almost all
boys, she does not measure much above 30 tons, and has scarcely any room for
stowage. or cooking, and is in every respect a miserable-looking craft. I doubt,
myself. if she ever went to Africa, and incline to the opinion that she received
her cargo from some larger vessel in the offing. ‘“

The encouragement given by the negligence; of the authorities to a renewal
of this long-abandoned Traffic here, caused me to protest; I have done so with

‘ moderation, and make no allusion to the imputatien cast upon the Government.
by the Opposition journals. _

1 hope that this, together with the very d propas arrival of the Admiral
here, may cause the provincial authorities to act with the same good faith as the
Imperial Government appears to be. A

‘ I have, &c. .
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 118.

Consul Cowper to the President of the Previ‘nce 0f Pemambuco.

THE Undersigned, Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul for the Province of
Pernambuco; has the honour to address his Excellency Senhor Bento J'osé da
Cunha Fi‘gueredo, President of the Province of Pernambuco, &c., upon the
subject of the recent notorious case of African Slave Trade, which has so
unhappily occurred at the mouth of the River Serinhaem.

It would appear from the official column of the “ Diario de Pernambuco”
of the 5th of July last, that the Government of his Excellency was in possession
of the fact that a slave-ship was expected to land her illicit cargo at or about
,the above locality, and issued the necessary,instructiOns, through the Chief of
the Police, to the local authorities, to be vigilant, and to prevent the infrinrre-
meat of the law ; notwithstanding which, it is stated in the “ Diario Dcle
Pernambuco ” of the 17th instant, that when the slayer actually appeared, not
one: of those authorities was at his post. .

The cOnsequence of this culpable and inexplicable negligeneewas, according
to the- information which the Undersigned has received, that of abeut 240
Africans, composing her human cargo, 76 were stolen, and consigned, with their
pesterity, to perpetual slavery. V '

The Undersigned is far from wishing to embarrass the Government of his
EXcellency; and nothing could be more satisfactory to him than the assurance
that the statements contained in the “Diario,” and the information feceived by
himself, are erroneous; but until this is done, he feels it to be his duty, as the
Representative of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government in this province, to recall
to' his Excellency’s recollection the engagement entered into betwixt his
Government and that of Brazil in the Convention of the 23rd of November, v
1826, and to protest against the negligence of the above-named authorities, as a
breach of its stipulations, as an act at variance With the loyal endeavour of the
Imperial Government to put down Slave Trade, and as an. encouragement to the
renewal of the long-abandoned and infamous Traffic in this province.

The Undersigned, &c. ' .
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER. ‘
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Inclosnre 5 in No. 118.

Mr. Jemingham t0 Sen/wr Paranhos.

Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, November 13, 1855.

IN difi‘erent accounts which have reached this capital from the town of

Pernambuco, I find mention is made of the inexplicable absence of the difi'erent

subordinate authorities from their posts, when the arrival and subsequent capture“

of a pilot-boat near Serinhaem, by the ex-Subdelegado, Colonel Vasconcellos

Drummond, took place. ‘

It has been said that the cause why these authorities were absent is, that'

one of them was ill, and the. other was on leave; but your Excellency must allow

me to state that I cannot see the reason why, if the absence of these officers was ,

due to necessity, others could not have been sent to replace them, especially as

it was known beforehand that an attempt was expected to take place in that

quarter ever since the month of July.

This certainly argues negligence on the part of those Whose duty it is to

insure the best precautions being taken; and I cannot think that Her Majesty’s

Government will view this matter in any other light. 7- I

Although, owing to the efforts of Colonel Vasconcellos Drummond and

others, 162 Africans have been seized, I must mention to your Excellency that

it is now strongly averted that the original cargo of the pilot—boat consisted of

200 slaves; and Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco informs me that one

individual alone stole 36 Blacks, and afterwards 40 more.

Now, whether this theft occurred before or after the capture, it does not

appear, although it is aflirmed that theabove slaver was at anchor some time off

the Island of St. Alexis before she was captured by Senhor Drummond. As yet

the whole of this business partakes of a most strange and mysterious character;

and although I am convinced of the good faith and willingness of the Imperial

Government to proceed honourably in the suppression of the Traffic, yet I

cannot butapprehend that something has existed, 01‘ is existing, sufficiently strong

to paralyze the progress of the investigation into this slave-trading transaction

of Serinhaem. It is now nearly a month since this pilot-bdat Was taken, and

no further information has been given respecting the seizure than was commu-

nicated at first to this Legation. _ The correspondence said to be found on board

is also represented not to have been forwarded by the President of Pernambuco

to this Court; nor have the captain and crew, who were first of all described to

have been brought before an official person, but who then disappeared, been

again arrested.
It is now even hinted that a person of high connections in the north of

Brazil is implicated in this nefarious transaction; can this be true or not ?

A well-known slave-dealer, who was denounced 'some time ago as being

mixed up with the late project of importing slaves from the River Zaire, arrived

in Rio de Janeiro by the last English steamer, yet I have not been ablet'o learn

if the Imperial Government have taken steps to verify his culpability or not.

I am well aware that the Imperial Government have taken other precau-

tions towards the North, at Campos and Espirito Santo, to intercept the second

pilot—boat that may be expected during the Whole of this month ; but what

measures, during the last twenty days, have really been instituted towards obtain-

ing a clue to the. Serinhaemyaffair and its presumed ramifications ? ‘

With all due respect to the Imperial Government, I must confess that it

seems to me that there is a want of energy somewhere; and it would ill become

me, in my present position at this Court, not to warn the Imperial Government

of the danger which is threatening our friendly relations by these indications of

a reappearance ‘of slave adventures; and ,I wish to impress mostvdeeply upon

the minds of the Imperial Government'the imperious necessity of crushing at

once, without favour or distinction,‘ any attempt at a resurrection of the African

Slave Trade, by striking a panic amongst those who may be concerned in guilty

speculations, that the penal laws against the Slave Trade offenders, which the

Brazilian Government have, with such honour to themselves, framed for‘ the

total suppression of the Slave Traffic, will be most strictly and severely executed.-
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No. 119.

‘Mr. Jerm'ngham to the Earl of Clarendon.-—-(Received December 8.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, November 13, 1855.

I HAVE received the report, inclosed in a note from Senhor Paranhos‘, on
the investigation which was instituted upon the rumoured landing of slaves at
Angra dos Reis, copies of which I beg to forward herewith to your Lordship,
and\ by which your Lordship will perceive that the Brazilian Government are of
opinion that the rumoured disembarkati'on was without foundation.

 

Inclosure I in No. 119.

Seahor Paranhos to Mr. Jerningham.

(TranSlatiou.) V Rio de Janeiro, November 11, 1855.

I HAD the honour to receive the communication addressed to. me by
Mr. Jerningham under date of the 22nd of last month, acknowledging the
receipt of the note which I addressed to him oh the 14th of the said month,
and whereby Mr. Jerningham was informed of the serious attention paid by me
to the report received by him, that a landing of Africans had been effected,
fipwards of two months ago, to the southward of this port. . ' a

. In. returning thanks for the measures which I requested the Munster of
Justice to adopt in respect to the above-mentioned information, Mr; Jerningham
at the same time manifested to me that he was exceedingly anxious to know
Whether the researches ordered by the Government had been successful, and to
learn the result of them.

Mr.‘ Jerningham said that, the rumour of that disembarkation- was new
publicly circulating in Rio de Janeiro, and that he was inclined to the belief
that it was generally credited. _ ,

, The apprehensions Which that news caused‘Mr. Jerningham to entertain;
were naturally increased by another communication which he had just received
from a credible person, that another landing of slaves had been efi'ected to the
north of the Port of Rio de Janeiro, betweenCapev St. Thomé anda certain
point in the Province of Espirito Santo, where the Africanswere immediately
dividedginto lots, and sent into the interior in different directions. .

_ In referring to these rumours, the latter of which coincides, in Mr. Jerning-
ham’s opinion, with another which he had recently communicated to the
Imperial Government, that two pilot-hoats, which were receiving Africahs‘in the
River Zaire in order to bring them to Brazil, where they might arrive in all the
last month, Mr. Jerning‘ham adds :-- '

(Vide note to Senhor Paranhos of the 22nd of October, from “ In
bringing the report of this second landing to the knowledge of the Brazilian
Government,” to the end of that note.) V ' -

I now communicate to Mr. Jerningham the steps. taken by order of the
Minister of- Justice,rand the result thereof, in respect to the news of a supposed
disembarkation of Africans in the neighbourhood of the city of Angra dos
Reis bythe Portuguese subject Mesquita. . , »

It is proper beforehand to consider, what cannot have escaped Mr. Jerning-
ham’s reflection, the unlikelihcod of a landing having been effected in the
proximity of so populous and frequented a city as Angra dos Reis, withoutthe
knowledgerof the authorities, and with jnviolate secrecy, during a period of
ab0ve two months. V ' ‘ a

The destination of Africans safely imported, conveyed by short cuts into the
interior of the country, and afterwards mixed. up with others in theexistirjg
plantations, may be concealed for a length of time, but it is not possible. 119
egnceal a, disembarkation, which, depends upon the concurrence of a number Of
people, and of many of the pefsons concerned therein,
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‘The information brought to my knowledge by Mr. Jerningham did not

present in itself a sufficient basis for a certain and rigorous investigation. That

basis could only be furnished by the depositions of two persons who were therein

designated as informers, and that was the first step ordered to be taken by the

Minister of Justice. .
V In the annexed copies, Mr. .lerningham will find the judicial depositiOns of

Leitao and Barboza, which differ not only from the information Which refers to

them, but also from each other. -

‘Leitao does not confirm what he is said to have stated, ih the presence of

Barboza. He refers to the wreck of a vessel in the neighbourhood of Angra dos
Reis‘, Which Was reported in the “ Correio Mercantil ” of this city, in its number

of the 20th of July last. ' -

V The deponent Barboza, partly confirming the information lodged, states

what, he says, was told. him by Leitao, and says that he is acquainted With
Mesquite, regarding Whom he furnishes information, but he does not say from
his own knowledge, or from hearing Leitfio say it, that the former (Mesquite)
was the captain of the schooner in question.

The vague and contradictory nature of these two depositions has deprived the
news of all foundation, and doubtless confirms the belief that no such disem-

barkation took place.
It is true that the “ Correio Mercantil ” of the 20th of July published the

fact of a vessel having been wrecked on the coast of the Island of Marambaia,
and thence arose the suspicion of' some landing having been effected. But the

steps taken, and researches which the Imperial Government immediately ordered

to be made, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the wrecked vessel was

suspected of having been engaged in the Slave Trade, removed all doubts, and

demonstrated that no disembarkation had taken place in those parts, and that

the loss of the vessel was occasioned by a casualty, and through stress of the

elements. ' ‘ ,

. The local authorities, and the commanders of vesselseof—War employed

cruizing upon those points, affirm that no attempt at a landing of Africans had

been made during the period referred to, as Mr. Jerningham will see fi'om the
Inelosures Nos. 3 and 7. , _ a

The Imperial Government will not lose sight of this object, but are firmly
persuaded that the fact, of which information was lodged at Her Britannia
Majesty’s Legation, is‘the pure invention of some inconsistent or ill-intentioned
individual. «

As to the accounts of a second landing of 300 Africans, to the north of Cape
St. Thomé, I am persuaded that they are as groundless as the former, but the
Imperial Government have not disregarded them, and await the information
which, in compliance With their orders; is to be furnished by the Presidents of .
the before-mentioned provinces.

Mr. Jerningham knows, because it has been published in the newspapers of
this city, that on the 13th of last month a vessel was wrecked to the north of
Cape St. Thomé, which was the Belgian barque “ Nyverheid,” bound from
Antwerp to Santos. The information furnished to the Legation of Her Britannic

' Majesty coincides With the account of that disaster, and it appears that it had no
other origin or foundation.

.

I believe that these explanatmns will be received with satisfaction by
Mr. Jerningham ; ant}; although they, and the important seizure recently effected
in the Province of Pernambueo, perfectly reply to the remarks and insinuations
With which Mr. 'Jerningham closed his confidential letter, to Which I now return

an answer, I cannot, twithal, refrain from noticing the unjust distrust revealed by

those expressions used by him. i 4. .

' The scrupulosity of the Imperial Government in the repression of the Slave '

Trade is so well proved by their acts, that no doubts can exist on that score, even

although a disembarkation should with impunity be effected, under the favour of

the locality, and of unforeseen circumstances, and much less when only unfounded
rumours are presented, which, perhaps, have been purposely spread With specue
lative views. a . ,,

Mr. Jerningham must be well convinced that the suppression of the Slave
Trade is not only for Brazil a principle of civilization and humanity, as for other
nations, but also chiefly one of political interest—an interest of public order and
her future welfare. No one, therefore, can be more pledged than the Imperial-
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Government towards effectng that suppression, Which is a question in which her

honour is concerned in the face of the world, a question of great political

importance in the face of the public opinion of the country.

But, as such is the case, as facts, and not only words, affirm and guarantee,

the Imperial Government ought not to consider themselves obliged, every time

that a rumour is propagated, or any vague and. uncertain information is lodged,

to order investigations to be instituted Which weary the zeal of the authorities,

draw off their attention from those points where it is most required, and occasion
useless expense. .

The Imperial Government fully confide in the probity, prudence, and
vigilance of which their local authorities and cruizers have given so many proofs.
The means with Which the Imperial Government succeeded in extinguishing the
traffic in Africans on the coasts of Brazil, are the same as those now in action to _

prevent and chastise any attempt on the part of daring smugglers. The efficacy

of those means, and the public opinion of the country, insure the impossibility of
the reproduction of so detestable a Trade in Brazil.

I renew, &c. , -
(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

‘ _ Inclosure 2 in No. 119.

The Vice-Presz‘dent of the Province of Rio de Janeiro to the Minister of Justice.

(Translation) Palace of the Government of Rio de Janeiro,

Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, November 2, 1855. -

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Excellency the inclosed copy of a

private Communication from the Chief of the Police of this province, dated the

Slst ultimo, accompanied by the original of the interrogatory of the captain of

the navy, Francisco Vieira Leitao, in observance of your Excellency’s private
order of the 24th, relative to the news ofthe disembarkation of Africans, of Which

your Excellency’s former despatch of the 10th of that month treated.
God preserve, &c.

(Signed) VISCONDE DE BAEPENDY.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 119.

The Chief of Police to the Vice-President of the Province of Rio de Janeirh.

(Translation) Police O_flice of the Province of Rio dc Janeiro,
Excellent Sir, October 31, 1855.

, v IN compliance with your Excellency’s order of the 27th instant, I interrou

‘ gated, under oath, the post-captain Francisco Vieira Leitfio, ’ 011 the subject» \
matter of that order, and that of the Minister of Justice, to Which it refers, and
annexed I have the honour to bring'to your knowledge the declaration made by
the said post-captain. In forwarding to your Excellency this declaration, the
grounds of Which are the same as those published in the “ Cerreio Mercantil ” of
the 20th July, that on the 12th of the preceding month a vessel grounded on the
coast of Marambaia, without any crew, With her sails bent and her helm secured,
I think it proper to remind you that the necessary investigations were then
instituted, in order‘ to ascertain the correctness of that news, and whether the
said vessel had brought a cargo of Africans; and for that purpose, having
addressed myself to the respective local authority, he answered me that such a
fact had not occurred, assuring me that no disembarkation had taken place,
which information I hadthe honour to transmit to your Excellency, in my report
of the 2nd of August of the present'year. ;
‘ (Signed) JOSE CAETANO DE ANDRADE PINTO.
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Inclosure 4 in No. 119.

Intew‘ogatary Qf Francisco Weird. Leitiio.

ON the Slst day of the month of October, 1855, in the Police-oflice of the

Province of Rio de Janeiro, before the respective Chief of Police, Dr. José

Caetano de Andrade Pinto, and of myself, amannensis of this court, came and

appeared the post-captain Francisco Vieira Leitz‘to, who, having sworn upon oath

to tell the truth, replied as hereunder to the following questions put to him by

the said magistrate :———On being asked whether he had said, on the 6th instant,

in the warehouse of the merchant .1050 José Barhoza, that, having been recently

employed in the measurement of lands, in the neighbourhood of Angra dos Reis,

the place was pointed out to him where, two months before, a schooner had

landed 200 Africans and where the schooner had been scuttled; whether he

had been told that the schooner was commanded by the Portuguese named.

Mesquite, who had last year safely disembarked 600 slaves in Cuba, and after-

wards went to the River Zaire, and there fitted out the said schooner, which

brought the cargo of Africans above alluded to; whether he knows the said

Mesquite; and, finally, to tell all that he knows in regard to this subject. He

replied, that, having left Rio de Janeiro on the 19th of August last, for Jeru-

merim, for the purpose of rectifying the chart of the coast of Brazil, on his

arrival at that place, he searched for the best pilots of that part of the country,

and whilst reconneitering the beach of Marambaia, he was told that a pilot—boat

had gone on shore there, but no one knew the exact spot where she was

wrecked ; he afterwards learnt that rumour was unfounded, and that the news

had been published by the “Mercantil” on the 20th July ; that he, notwith-

standing, made more minute inquiries, but could not discover anything further

than what the said “ Mereantil ” had published. That he returned to this capital

on the 24th September, and when he preSented himself to the Minister of Marine,

he related what had passed to his Excellency. That on the 6th instant, having

sought the Viscount of Barbaeena, in the house of the merchant .1050 José

Barboza, at No. 22 in the Rue de San Pedro, where he is in the habit of' speaking

to him, a conversation was going on respecting our'daily press, and that he then

said that'the “ Mercantil ” of the 20th July had announced a landing of Africans

on the beach of Marambaia, but that no such landing had taken place, and much

less the wreck of a pilot-boat; to which he added that a certain Mr. Reed, who

was present, said that the British Government knew of two vessels, of similar

rigs, being in the River Zaire, for slave-trading. That subsequently Barboza

related that a youth named Mesquite had made a voyage to the coast, and that

he the deponent ought to know him, as he had seen him in his (Barboza’s)

house, but that when he goes there, as it is onlgr to seek Viscount Barbacena, he

does not pay much attention to the persons who are there assembled, with whom

he has no relations. That the conversation ended, and he withdrew.

Having been asked whether he had heard, in Angra dos Reis, the news of ‘

the Wreck of a pilobboat on the beach of Marambaia, he replied that that report

was current there, but that no one knew at what spot it occurred. '

And the interrogatory being closed, the said Chief of Police and post captain

have signed this along with me, Mathias Moreira Barreiros, clerk of the court.

' (Signed) ANDRADE PINTO.
FRANCISCO VIEIRA LEITAO.

l

Inclosure 5 in No. 119.

The Chief of Police of the City of Rio de Janeiro to the Minister of Justice.

(Translation) City of Rio de Janeiro Police Oflice,

Illustrious and Excellent Sir, October 27, 1855.

IN observance of the private despatch of your Excellency, dated the 24th

instant, I ordered the merchant Joao José Barboza to be again summoned to

appear before me, and caused him to make a declaration upon oath of all that

CLASS B. , --
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he knew relative to the suhject-matter of the other private despatch of the 22nd
of this same month, the result whereof is contained in the copy of the deposition
which I have the honour to bring to the knowledge of your Excellency, whom
God preserve.

(Signed) JOAO LUIS VIEIRA CAUSAUSAO DE SINAMBU.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 119.

Deposition of Jofio Jose’ Barboza.

(Translation.)

ON the 27th day of October, 1855, in this city of Rio de Janeiro, and in
the Police Ofiice, came and appeared before Dr. Jofio Luis Vieira Causausfio de
Sinambu, Chief of Police of the same, the merchant Jofio José Barboza, a resident
in the Rue de San Pedro: at No. 22, who having taken the oath to tell the
truth, was interrogated as follows by the said magistrate :—

Upon being asked his name, age, state, and profession: he answered, that
his name is .7050 José Barboza; that he is fifty—fom' years old ; is a bachelor;
and followed the profession of a merchant, and as such is registered in this city
of Rio de Janeiro, with a commercial house at No. 22, Rua de San Pedro, and
resides at his country house in the neighbourhood ofBotafogo.

On being asked to tell what he knew relative to the landing of Afi'icans,
which is said to have been effected about two months ago at llha Grands, in
the Province of Rio de Janeiro : he answered, that he has no positive knowledge
of anything on that subject ; and that all that he heard was in a conversation of
the P0st~captai11 Francisco Vieira Leitfio, in his said commercial house, in the
presence of the Viscount Barbacena and of Mr. Alexander Reid, a British subject,
about twenty days ago, saying that when he recently was on the Ilha Grands the
pilot of the vessel in which he was going told him that near to that place a
vessel had been sunk, which was engaged in the Traffic in Africans, after having
landed 200 of them.

Being also asked Whether he knows the name of the vessel, and by whom
she was commanded, he replied that he did not.

Upon being asked if he knew the youth Mesquita, the Portuguese mate of
the Portuguese brigantine “ Forte,” he replied, that he was acquainted with
him; and that that youth having been here out of employ he, this deponent,
had employed him in that vessel, which was the property of Miranda and Sons,
.and consigned to this deponent; that the said vessel went hence to the Cape of
Good Hope with a cargo of coffee, having been freighted by the German house
of Frederick Froelick, and returned to Rio de Janeiro, whence she proceeded to
Santos in ballast, freighted by Tamm and VVehner; and thence went with a cargo
.of' sugar to Buenes Ayres, from which place she again returned to Rio de
Janeiro, where the said Mesquita left her, and she went to Antwerp.

Being asked whether he knew what became of the said Mesquita, he
answered, that he left Rio for London in a brig laden with produce of the
country, and that he has heard that the said Mesquite had subsequently gone to
theHavana, but could not say or affirm whether the Slave Trade or not was
the object of his voyage ; and that he knows nothing more besides what he has
said; and that he stated as much to his friend the said Englishman Reid.

Being asked, finally, whether he knew where the said Mesquita was at
present, he, the deponent, answered that he did not.

The Chief of Police therefore closed the interrogatory, and has signed this
deposition along with myself, José Alexandre Passes, Clerk of the Court.

(Signed) J0A0 VIEIRA LUIS CAUSAUSAO DE SINAMBU.
JOAO' JOSE BARBOZA.
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Inclosure ’7 in No. 119.

Captain Costa to Rear—Admiml Mello e Alvin.

(Translation) On board the “ Constituigfio” frigate,

Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, October 23, 1855.

I RETURN to your Excellency the despatch of his Excellency the Minister

of Justice and another official paper, which treat of a fact, the particulars of

which have been related by the Post—captain Leitfio, and in. regard to which your

Excellency calls 'upon me for information. I ordered the commanders of the

steamer "‘ Golfinho,” and schooner “ St. Leopoldo,” which, during the period in

which it is said the reported fact took place, Were cruizing on the coast of Rio

Grande, to report thereon; and inclosed I have the honour to lay before your

, Excellency the information received from those commanders.

In thus complying, I must acquaint your Excellency that I, in due time,

forwarded to the headquarters of the Marine the despatch alluded to by the

commander of the “ St. Leopoldo,” in which the loss of a pilot-boat on the beach

of Marambaia was reported, the tenour Of which also agrees With the inclosed

copy. . V .
It is here proper that I should respectfully make a few observations to '

prove the inaccuracy of the fact in question: First, because it appears impossible

that so large a number of Africans could have been landed'without' the know-

ledge of the police authorities. Secondly, because it appears equally impossible

that a vessel having arrived at llha Grande, having landed Africans, and being

scuttled, Without at least some fishermen, of whom there are so many about

there, having seen anything or suspected anything, and even if they had

observed everything, should until then havekept the secret. Thirdly,because I-

can assure your Excellency that in doing justice to the officers commanding the‘

cruizers, I am certain they have been indefatigable in complying with my orders,

and these, besides being very stringent in respect ' to. the vigilance that they are .

to maintain for the prevention of the Traffic in Africans, indicate, as one of the

useful means, a continued good understanding With the territorial authorities.

This is all that I can inform your Excellency, Whom God preserve.

On board the “ Constituigfio ” frigate, 23rd October, 1855.

(Signed) JESUINO LAMEGO COSTA,
Post Captain, Commanding 'the Station.

 

No. 120.

M'r. Jerningham to't/Le Earl of Cla-rendom—(Received December 8.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, November 13, .1855.

I BEG to forward to your Lordship copy of an extract from the “ Jornal

do Commei’cio,” refuting an article that had appeared previously in the same

newspaper taken from a Lisbon journal, accusing the English engineer of the

Brazilian steamer “ Toaantines ” of having sold a free mulatto woman and her

child into slavery. '

I have, 850. , ‘

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

, Inclosure in No. 120.

Extract front the “Jamal do Commercio ” 10f the 8th November, 1855.

(Translation) V V ‘

SLAVERY.-—-ONE of the Directors of the Brazilian _.Steam-paeket Company

addressed to us, yesterday, the following letter, in reply to an article Whlch we

transcribed from the “ J‘ornal do Commercio ” of Lisbon :—

“ Mt. :Ejditor,
“ A report having been published in your estimable paper of the. 7th

instant, extracted from the Lisbon‘Jomal do Commercio,’ of the ‘12th‘ultxmo,
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that two free women, natives of the Island of St. Vincent, who were brought on
board the steamer ‘ Tocantins,’ in August last, in the service of an English
engineer, had been reduced to Slavery, he having, immediately after his arrival,
effected a sale of them ; I hasten to contradict this false rumour, for which I am
in possession of over abundant proofs.

“ The Imperial Government has long since been informed of this rumour,
and the most minute investigations having been instituted, it was ascertained
that the rumour was false and utterly void of foundation. The English Minister
addressed a. letter to the Directors of the Braziliam Steam-packet Company
upon this subject ; these set on foot inquiries, until they discovered the residence
of the said woman, Antonia Thei'eza, and her daughter, with whom they spoke
respecting the rumour circulated; against which she very explicitly protested,
declaring'that no one had attempted to enslave her or her daughter.

“ The Directors of the Company, not being perfectly satisfied, waited upon
V the Inspector of the Ward, who confirmed that the two women were residing in
that house as free women; we are therefore enabled to announce that Antonia
Thereza da Graea and her daughter are residing with a respectable family, at
No. 67, Rua da Gamboa, where any person who chooses may find them, and
certify to the truth of this statement.” '

 

No. 121.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jetningha-m.

Sir, . Foreign Ofice, December 29, 1855.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 9th of November 1ast,inclosing

copies of correspondence relating to a reported landing of slaves at Angra dos
Reis on the Brazilian coast, I have to inform you that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment entirely approve your proceedings in this matter.

I am, &e.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 122.

The Earl of Clarendon to MT. Jern'ingham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 29, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th of November last, reporting
the circumstances attending an attempt which hadbeen made to land a cargo of
Africans in the Province of Pernambuco, and I have to inform yen that I entirely
approve the representations which you have made to the Brazilian Government

A' with regard to that affair; and I have to instruct you, with reference to this
case and to the case reported in your despatch of the 9th November, to inform
the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs that Her Majesty’s Government have
heard with deep pain and disappointment of these attempts to revive ' the Slave
Trade, by the suppression of which the Brazilian Government had earned so
much glory for itself. Her Majesty’s Government do not permit themselves - to
doubt that the same enlightened policy, and the same humane intentions, will
still be carried out by the Brazilian Government; but they earnestly entreat
that Government to display the utmost energy, to spare no expense, and to
neglect no means, for crushing, before they obtain any further extension, the
efforts that will be used to recommence the Trade, and for which Her Majesty’s
Gogernment have reason to believe that extensive preparations have been
ma. 9.

I an], &e.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 123.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerm'ngham.

Sir, Foreign Office, January 9, 1856.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, copies of a despatch Which

I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco* respecting the impor-

tation of African slaves which was effected in_ October last at the mouth of the

River Serinhaem in the Province of'Pernambuco.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

a No. 124.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerm'ngham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January '9, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 29th ultimdn‘ I have to direct

that if you should find the Brazilian Government inactive with regard to

the late landing of V slaves at the Serin‘haem, and if it should appear that they

are not disposed to discover or to punish, when detected, the persons concerned

in that affair, or in any other similar acts of siave-trading ; you will state to the

Brazilian Government that, if they do not prosecute and punish the persons who

have been engaged. in these Slave Trade transactions, the British Government

will be obliged again to put in force the provisions of the Act of Parliament of

, the year 1845, and while British cruizers will exercise on the coast, in the rivers

and in the harbours of Brazil, that watchfuiness and activity which the agents

and officers” of the Brazilian Government neglect to use, British Courts of

Justice will pronounce those decrees of condemnation from which Brazilian

Courts may be found to shrink.
' I am, 8m.

(Signed) CLARENDON,

 

No. 125.

Mr. Je-ru-ingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-—(Received January 12, 1856,)

Y My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, December 7, 1855.

ABOUT the middle of last month Admiral ' Johnstone, who was up at
Pernambuco; made me acquainted, by a casual opportunity, with the informa-
tion he had received from the Lords ofthe Admiralty of the suspicions that were
attached to an American schooner, the “ Mary E. Smith ’,’ at Boston, cleared
in ballast for Monte Video, which circumstance, it appears, had been reported to
Her Majesty’s Government by Her Majesty’s Consul at Boston, Mix Grattan.

Admiral Johnstone wishing the Imperial Government to be informed of the
probable slave—trading designs of this vessel, I forthwith addressed a note upon
this subject to M. Pal'anhos, copy of which is herein inclosed, in order that the
Brazilian cruizers may be kept upon the alert.

I also beg to forward to your Lordship M. Paranhos’ answer thanking me‘
for the intelligence, and intimating that he would immediately bring the matter
to the knowledge of the Minister of Justice.

- I have, &c. .
(Signed) . WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

‘ N0. 182- 1'" N0: 122-
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Inclosure 1 in No. 125.

Mr. Jerningham to Senhoh Paranhos,

Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, November 26, 1855.

I BEG to transmit to your Excellency, for the information of the Imperial
Government, copy of a despatch which 1. have; recently received from Admiral

Johnstone,’ inclosing communications, likewise annexed, by which it appears that

an American schooner, the “ Mary E. Smith,” c1eared out about four months

ago in Boston (in ballast) for Monte Video, under very suspicious circumstances,
which incline to the belief that she was destined for the Slave Trade.

In case her destiny should be for these shores with an illicit cargo, this

would be about the time of her arriving near the coast of Brazil from Africa, and

no doubt the imperial Government will instruct their oruizers to be upon the
alert in virtue of these communications.

I avail, 82c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGI—IAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 12-5.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. J'chningham{

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, November 29, 1855.

IACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which, on the 26th instant,
was addressed to me by Mr. W. Stafi‘brd Jerningham, 850., inclosing copy of a
despatch from Rear-Admiral Johnstone, and the communications to Which he
refers, respecting an American schooner, the V“ Mary E. Smith,” which in August
last cleared out from Boston (in ballast) for Monte Video, the Rear-Admil‘al
ha‘vihg reasons to suspect that she was destined for the Slave Trade.

1n thanking Mr. Jerningham for this communication, I have the honour to
state to himthat, under this date,I am going to bring it to the knowledge of
the Minister of Justice, in order that it may be taken into consideration.

I avail, 810.
(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANI-IOS.

 

, No. 126.

Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clare‘ndonr—(‘Received January 12, 1856.)

My Lord, " Rio de Janeiro,'Decembcr 12, 1855.

BEARING in mind the instructions eontained‘in your Lordship’s deSpatch
of the 6th of October last, in whiCh I__am commanded, after I shall have

made myself acquainted with the actual law of Brazil, respecting the regis-

tration of slaves,th make to the Imperial Government a proposal of passing
an enactment fora general, registration of 311 persons in a legal state of slavery,
in orderathétt abuses may be remedied that have been signalised as prevalent in ,
some parts, ‘where free individuals have been unjustly'reduced to a state of
servitude I now beg to forward to your Lordship, copy of a note which I have
addressed to his Excellency Senhor Paranhos upon this subject, making'the'
preposal ’as suggested by your Lordship’s despatch. '

' , I have, 820.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
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Inclosu-re in No. 126.

Mr. Jemingham to Sénhor Paranhos.

Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, December 7, 1855.

IT has been represented to Her Majesty‘s Government, by a person com-

petent of judging, that there exist in this country extreme facilities with which

sales of free persons of colour are frequently effected, perhaps especially in Rio

Grande do Sul; and although there appear to be in the Criminal Code of Brazil
certain penal enactments against persons who shall reduce freedmen to a state of

bondage, yet there would seem to arise an obvious difficulty in applying these

pains to delinquents, in consequence of the faulty and imperfect mode in Which
the registration of slaves is carried on in most of the rural districts of Brazil.

In the towns there are certain regulations which enable the authorities to verify
the fact of certain slaves being the lawful property of certain masters; but I am

informed in the country, and above all in the secluded parts of this immense

Empire, the process of registration is not put in practice at all. I am, therefOre,

instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to submit to the Imperial Government,

for the furtherance of the humane policy which, to their great honour, they are

now pursuing, the proposal that a law should be passed providing for the‘regis-

tration' of all slaves throughout the Empire of Brazil, imposing severe punish-

ments on all persons unduly registering ‘as slaves those who" are not legally

recognized as such; and rendering the settlers and purchasers of persons not

previously registered as slaves, amenable to the pains and penalties imposed on

persons acting in contravention of the existing laws against the Slave Trade.

I am convinced the Imperial Government will admit the reasonableness and
the humane object of such an enactment, and which, at the same time that it

will protect the freedom of the poor emancipated man of colour, would give the

Government authorities the power of recognizing who are legally slaves and who

are not, as well as of facilitating the means of bringing to punishment those

unfeeling persons Who may have unjustly trampled upon the hard-earned liberty
of the manumitted negro or mulatto. ‘

 

I avail, &c.
(Signed) W. S. JERNINGHAM.

No. 127.

Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received January 12, 1856.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, December 12, 1855.

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despateh of the
17th October, forwarding to me copy of correspondence respecting the proceed-

ings of Her Majesty’s Consul at Pare, with regard to the 3 young V slaves of

Mr. Dickson, as well as your Lordship’s answer to Mr. Vines, disapproving the
Whole transaction. ‘ ‘

I have made inquiries, and there is no law in Brazil preventing slaves from

being emancipated in their minority. A child, directly it is born, may be legally

manumitted; and I need only point out to your Lordship a‘similar case in the

children, slaves of the late John Craven, whose titles to immediate freedom the

Courts of Justice duly acknowledged, although in their minority, and under the

jurisdiction of the Judge of Orphans. Therefore, Mr. Dickson, if hehad Wished

to free the slaves he intended to sell to Mr. Vines, could'have (19,116 so without

obstruction, especially as Dr. Moraes, then supplying the President’s place,

acknowledged that in Mr. Dickson’s case, he being co-heir with his children an

his Wife’s decease, the Brazilian law awarded the slaves to the. Rerent as persOnal
property, and the land to the children, as the real estate. '

In order to avoid any such objectionable transaetion in future, it would be

exceedingly useful in this Empire, where we are continually fighting the battle

in slave matters, to i'ssue'a circular reprobating and forbidding the transfer or

purchase of slaves by Her Majesty’s Agents, under any consideration whatsoever,
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No. 128.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 12, 1856.)

My Lord Rio de Janeiro, December 14, 1855.

I BEG now to forward to your Lordship copy of a note from .the Brazilian

Minister for Foreign Affairs, replying to the one I addressed to Ins Excelleney

on the 13th of November last, touching the disembarkatlon of Africans at Serm-

haem, of which your Lordship was informed in my despatch of the saute d_ate. _

As his Excellency endeavours to disculpate the Brazilian authorities 111 this

affair, and seeks to'establish that there could not be any Just ground for remon—

strance against the authorities of the Province. of Pernambuco for m_ertness and

negligence at the time of the arrival of the 1111c1t cargo, and prev1ous to. the

capture of the 162 Africans by Colonel Menezes Dremmond ahd the mlhtary

functionary, I have thought it right to make a reyomder to 11.18 Excellencys

note, and now have the honour to inclose a copy to your Lordshlp. .
This Government, who appeared at first to be somewhat undemded

respecting: the measures to be adopted, I am glad to say, have _now entered
seriously into the investigation of the Sennhaem busmess ;. anti hIS Exceliency
the Minister for Foreign Affairs told me yesterday that tne JudmIal authontxes at
Pernambuco were actively prosecuting their researches, and had made fresh

discoveries implicating persons of importance 1n that quarter. He Ilkewlse
added, he had found out who the captain was, and had mstltuted an action

against him and the crew, who, as yet, I believe, have not heen apprehended. .
Mr. Cowper has lately informed me that 9 of the I'IIISSmg Afrlcans, sad to

have been stolen, have been arrested, and that it was glven out 1n Pernambuco
that they were found wandering about the forest, which he hardly credited, as
they were suffering from their newly branded breasts, where the letter “ B was
deeply burnt upon some of then}.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 128.

Senhor Pdranhos to M7“. Jerm'ngham.

(Translation) I . 1 Rio de Janeiro, December4, 1855.
J HAD the honour to receive the now which Mr. W. Stafford

Jerningham, &c., addressed to me under the date of the 13th of the last
month, relative to the seizure of Africans recently effected in the Province of
‘Pernambuco. , y .

_I received this note of Mr. Jerningham on the afternoon of the 20th, when
it was delivered at the Foreign Office, and I think it proper to mention this
circumstance in order that it may not appear that the steps taken by the
Imperial Government respecting that fact were not taken spontaneously, they
having verily resolved upOn and taken them without any other suggestion
excepting the conscientiousness of their own duties and interests.

Mr. Jerningham in his above—mentioned note, 'says the following :— v
(Vida copy of said note of the 13th of November, forwarded in despatch

of the same date to the Earl of Clarendon.) ‘
Beforereplying to the contents of Mr. Jerningham’s note, it is proper that

I should state all the known circumstances of the fact in question. By this
means Mr. Jerningharn’s observations may be better understood, and my answer
bec‘ome clearer and more precise. V

On the 5th of July last, news of a vague description, and unaccompanied
‘by any indications which might render the rumour credible, reached the
President of Pernambuco, that, in the District of Rio Formosa, to which the
hafimlet of Serinhaem belongs, a rumour was current of a disembarkation of
A ricans. '

V, Notwithstanding the vague and uncertain nature of that intelligence, the
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President of the Province did not disregard it, and immediately ordered the

Chief of the Police, and the Commander of the Naval Station, to direct their

especial attention to that point. .

From the 5th of July to the 11th of October, that is, during the Space of

three months, no sign appeared which could confirm that rumour. The

vigilance of the first authority in the province, of the local authorities, and of

the cruisers, had been unable to make any discovery.

I also believe that the Commander of the English war steamer “ Rifleman,”

Who cruised at different times on the south coast of Pernambuco from the .5th

to the 13th of the said month, met with nothing that might induce him to

suspect that a disembarkation would shortlv take place.
It was under these circumstances, when the slight apprehensions which so

uncertain a rumour could have excited had totally subsided, that, on the 11th of

October, a pilot—boat was seen at anchor close to the Island of Santo Aleixo in

the waters of Serinhaem. The belief of the population was such, that no

person of that place suspected that vessel, it having been generally supposed

that she had gone there in consequence of the quarantine established in the port

of_ the capital. '

This illusion was dissipated on the 12th, when one of those crafts which

are engaged in the small coasting trade having steered towards the island, the

pilot—boat weighed anchor and precipitately entered the bar of Serinhaem,

doubtless supposing that that craft was a vessel of war. ' . ,

The Delegate ofPolice of that district, Colonel. Gaspar de Menezes Vascon-

cellos Drummond, who resides at a distance of one league and a-half from that

place, and who, therefore, was the nearest authority, was the first who received

the news of what had happened, and, as in duty bound, he urgently took such

measures as were within his reach. He sent orders to the commandant 0f

the detachment of the municipality, which was at a distance of five leagues, to

come with the greatest haste, and, meanwhile, he caused the pilot-hoat to be

watched by the Inspector of the Ward and some armed citizens.

_ The said Commandant having marched with the most praiseworthy promp-

itude; arrived in the port of Serinhaem during the silence of the break of day

of the l3th, having only received the order of the Delegate on the preceding

midnight. As soon as he arrived, he effected the seizure of the pilot-boat,

and of' 162 Africans who were on board. The slave vessel's crew had dis—

appeared. '
Upon being informed of what had occurred at Serinhaem, the President of

the Province immediately ordered the brig of war “ Itamaricé,” under the

command of the chief of the naval station, to go to sea and convey the whole of

the prize as soon as pessible to the capital, and to furnish all the assistance on

his part to the local authorities. ‘
The police authorities of that district not having been able, with the

cooperation of the Commander of the Naval Station, to effect the capture of the

crew of the slaver, and it being necessary that new measures should be adopted

for that purpose, and for the complete investigation of the fact, the President of

the Province ordered the Chief of the Police to proceed to that district, and to

perform that‘double commission. The Chief of the Police immediately departed,

and as soon as he arrived in that district he commenced taking steps, the result

whereof is not yet known. . .

This is the circumstantial history ‘of ' the contraband and of its seizure,

according to the last official communications from the President of the

Province. ‘ , V

' No negligence is therein to be seen on the part of the authorities, whilst it

presents an important fact, which speaks very highly to the credit of the country,

and will serve as a warning to the criminal slave-traders. ,

I had hoped that Mr. Jerningham would have viewed in the same manner

this new attempt of the slavetraders in Pemambuco, whatever may have

been the incidents and circumstances, of a secondary nature, .of that fact.

Mr. Jerningham, therefore, will conceive the degree of surprise with which I

read in his note that nothing satisfactory appears to Her Britannia Majesty’s

Legation in the seizure made in Serinhaem, which only presents a Strange and

mysterious character, causing apprehensions of the revival of the Slave Trade,

and, consequently, threatening the perturbation of the good relations between

both countries. , .

CLASS B.
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Thisapprehension, which Mr; Jerningham hastened to manifest to.the;

Imperial Government, has no foundation upon anything ‘which 1s oflic1ally

known, and neither does Mr. Jerningham’s note authorise it, as I am gomg to
show in analysing it. . . . . _

“ It is said that subaltern authorities showed neghgenee 1n belng absent

from their districts.”
This accusation, if not altogether unjust, is certainly much exaggerated. It

Originated, according to my belief, in a Pernambuco newspaper which is adverse

to the President of the Province, and perhaps some persons who might have

thought thus to revenge themselves on him for the frustration of their criminal

speculations have also concurred towards giving importance to and spreading it.

The very fact of the seizure effected upon a depopulated coast, and when

nobody believed in the talked-of attempt at a disembarkation of Africans,

demonstrates c‘t priori‘ that no such abandonment and negligence existed on the

part of the authorities of Serinhaem. The examination of the cireumstances in

Which the municipality was, in fact, as regards the administration of justice
and of" the police, confirms plainly, at first sight, that they were such as they
should have been. b

There existed in that part of the Province the Head Judge of the District,
the Municipal Judge, the effective Delegate of the Police, the Commandant of

the Police Detachment, not to speak of other subaltern agents. Surely a place

so circumstanced is not, as has been reported, Without a head.
It may be observed that the effective Municipal Judge was absent on leave,

and that the first Supplemental Delegate of Police, Who performed the functions
of that office during the illness of Colonel Drummond, had also absented himself
a few days previous to the appearance of the slave-vessel. This, however, does
not prove that those posts had been abandoned, because the respective supple-
mental authorities were on the spot and exercising their functions. '

The two functionaries to whom 1 above allude remained at their posts
upwards of three months. They only ahsented themselves after the suspicion
had vanished of an attempt being meditated of a disembarkation at that place.
And even if this notorious circumstance were not to militate in their favour,

their absence could not be attributed to any unbecoming motive, because they
are persons generally esteemed for their prohity and zeal. With respect to one
of them, there is, besides, the consideratien that the posts of Delegate and
Sub-Delegate of Police, Which are numerous in every province, are all serving
gratis, the only recompense of the citizens Who exercised them being the acknow~
ledgments of the Government and of the country. ‘ V

It is further said, Mr. Jerningham adds, that some Africans were put out
of the way of the legal seizure, and Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul confirms
this rumour, giving information that a certain individual possessed himself of
76 0f the said Africans.

This rumour appears to have some foundation in the circumstances of the
locality and 0f the fact. It is probable that such may have happened, and this
cannot be wondered, at.

The Imperial Government neither require nor choose to deny anything that
may be true in those vague accusations. Quite on the contrary, they wish,
and Without delay ordered, the most rigorous investigations to be instituted, thus
approving of the disposition in which their Delegate in Pernambuco was.

The imprisonment of the Portuguese subject Antonio Severino d’Avellar,
to Whom Mr. Jerningham refers in his note—an imprisonment Which was effected
in the capital of the Province of Rio de Janeiro on the 15th of last month—and
the immediate transmission of that individual to Pernambuco as being suspected
of being concerned in the contraband at Serinhaem, is an unequivocal proof of

. the rigour with which the Impeiial Government Wish to proceed in this
respect.

It is true that the crew of the slaver succeeded in escaping; No news,
however, either official or private, has yet come to the knowledge of the Impe-
rial Government of the fact to Which Mr. Jerningham alludes, that the captain
and crew of the piloteboat were, before they effected their escape, conducted
before an authority of the place.

The flight of the captain and sailors of the pilot—boat may have been the
fault of some person, and if such should be the case, the Imperial Government
are firmly resolved to punish that fault, as well as any other that may be disco-
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ver-ed and proved, without regard to the qualities of the delinquents, all of Whom

are equal in the eye of the laws of the Empire.
I cannot withal but note that Mr. Jerningham, Without other proofs than

rumours spread by unknown or partial persons against the accused authorities,

should attribute to those authorities facts Which could not appear extraordinary

taking into consideration the circumstances of the case. . v « ,

It is known that the pilot—boat remained, without being suspected . by any

one, from the 11th to the 12th, when she discovered the craft which was steering

towards the Island of Santo Aleixo ; and it is further known that the arrival Of

the police force and the seizure took place on the 13thhefore daybreak. Was

it, perchance, impossible that the captain and , the four or six sailors, of whom

the crew of that vessel was composed, could have escaped without the negligence

or protection of the local authorities having concurred therein ?' ‘ - a

It appears to Mr. Jerningham worthy of remark that the inquiries Which

are tovbe instituted in Pernambuco should not have been concluded in time, so

as the result might already be known in this capital. The Imperial Government

are not of the same opinion as Mr. Jerningham, because they are aware of the

time, as well as the difficulties, Which, in order that they may be efficacious, and

not endanger public safety, require them to he conducted with secresy and

prudence, not only on the spot Where the crime was committed, but also in the

capital, and upon other points of the province.

The papers on board the vessel, if it is true that they. were found, as

Mr. Jerningham has been informed, ought to remain in ?ernambuco, for the

instruction and documenting of the regular process, Which belongs to the

criminal jurisdiction of the province, and should not be sent to this capital. ‘

The Imperial Government would have been very glad, and much obliged

to Mr. Jerningham, if he could inform them who the person is to Whom he

alludes, of important connections in the north of Brazil, who is said to A be

implicated in the contraband at Serinhaem. If any person should rybe so

circumstanced, I assure Mr. Jerningham that that person, be he who he may,

is not superior to the laws, nor to the firm decision of the Imperial Government

severely t0 chastise those Who may attempt the revival of the Trade in Africans

in Brazil. . ' ' '

Let not Mr. Jerningham be apprehensive that the laws, the authorities. and

public opinion, which brought about the extinction amongstus of that cruel and

noxious Trade, be either weak, er impotent to repress this. or any other attempt

Which may be made by the adventuring slave-traders, or Which they may still

be capable of undertaking. The Imperial Government have the best-founded

confidence in the impossibility of the revival of that Traflic in Brazil, and no one,

as I have already observed to Mr. Jerzfingham, is more interested than the

Imperial Government in keeping watch to prevent it.

Let Her Britannia Majesty’sLegation, therefore, he tranquil, and dismiss

the unjust suspicions evinced by its words and its acts. These suspicions, if they

do nottend to disturb the good relatiOns which happily subsist between the two

countries, at least tend to prevent their being drawn still eioser, and being more

developed, as it were so much to he wished. ,
I avail, 8:0. , ; ~ ~

(Signed) ‘ JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS. ,

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 128.

Mr. Jemingham t0 Senhor Paranhbs.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, December ’13, 1855. _

‘I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the, receipt of the note which your

Excellency has forwarded to me under the date of the 4th of December, in

ansWer to mine of the 13th ultimo, respecting the disembarkation of Africans at

Serinhaem. v ” » H

Your Excellency commences by stating, that my note of the 13th only

reached the Brazilian Foreign Office on the 20th ; ' as this was in consequence of

an oversight, I must therefore beg to make my excuses, althoflgh I can assure

your Excellency that it has not unfrequently happened, that your Excellency’s-
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notes have only been received by Her Majesty’s Legation many days after

date.
However, your Excellency has profited by this mistake, to show that it

was not in consequence of any note from Her Majesty’s Legation that the

Imperial Government had taken some decisive steps in proceeding against those

likely to be implicated in the Serinhaem affair, and that these proceedings were

spontaneously resolved upon without any other suggestion exceptmg that

Of the conscientiousness of the Imperial Government’s duties and interests.

This I am delighted to hear, and beg to congratulate your Excellency upon

such praiseworthy motives, but as it has been represented to me (and it

certainly wore the appearance of such) that no decision was come to respecting

the arrest of Mr, Avellar prior to the 13th, the time when I addressed my note

to your Excellency, and as a considerable time had elapsed sinse the disembar-

kation of Afi‘icans at Serinhaem, and so little seemed to be officially known about

this whole business, it was consequently my duty no longer to remain silent;

and with the view of urging on the Imperial Government in the good cause, I’

considered it not out of place to make some inquiries and point out some cases

of apparent negligence which had'been signalized, not only in public journals,

but which I had received officially from Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco.

Putting aside other sources of information which your Excellency as a statesman

must know are often the best, and net therefore to be despised, I do not see

why I am not also to be permitted to give credit to the intelligence given by

Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco, a person of probity and zeal, and I

believe also a gentleman of honour, and one whom I should think incapable

of unjustly accusing people of negligence unless he saw some cause for so

doing.
What I then beg here to state is, that in' all the public despatches which I

have received from Mr. Cowper, he has shown that there was evident negligence

on the part of some of the authorities of the Province of Pernambuco in the

Serinhaem affair, designedly we will not imagine; but to any one conversant
with the facts, as even stated by your Excellency, in defence of these authorities,

it is impossible not to see that the vigilance Of these supplemental authorities

acting for those who were ill or on leave, was not in proportion to the warnings
which had been given since the 5th of July, or commensurate with the well—

founded information that the pilot-boats were preparing in the River Zaire for

the coast of Brazil. If Serinhaem had been spoken of since the 5th of July as a

probable place of an attempt being made, it certainly ought to have been
Watched until some intelligence had arrived as ‘to what had become of the pilot-
boats in the River Zaire; if such had been the case, and the authorities had

been on the qui viva, those 60 or 70 unfortunate victims who appear to have
been stolen, as is reported by an individual bearing the name of Chico Cagado‘r,
would not at this moment find themselves condemned to slavery.

This capture, then, instead of, as now, being an imperfect affair and open to

much criticism, would have been an event which would have entirely entitled

the Pernambuco authorities and the Imperial Government to the highest

commendation. ‘

Although your Excellency, with your usual ability, has made the conduct of

the Brazilian authorities you defend, appear in avery amiable light, I must say,
however willing I am to be convinced, that I cannot perceive why some one or

- other of those police employés, or other authorities said to be on the spot, did
not feel their curiosity prompt them upon the apparition of a strange pilot-boat

off the Island of St. Aleixo, and especially after she precipitately entered the
Bay of Serinhaemz frightened by a coasting vessel which she mistook for a
vessel of war, to make some inquiries directly about her, and even visit. this
craft, that,’for all they knew, might have been engaged in smuggling.

Such, indeed. would appear to be the duty of watchful authorities anywhere.
' and it seems evident that it ought to have been especially that of these of
Serinhaem. -

As for the excuse respecting the cholera which was suspected to have
existed on board this pilot-boat, that only appears to me another reason why the
authorities should have proceeded forthwith to hail and visit her, and to have
ascertained if such Was the ‘case or not. v

Two whole days and two nights did this slave~craftwithvher human cargo
repose within Brazilian waters and near to land; without being interfered with g
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therefore it‘ is not astonishing that neither the captain nor the crew (though

reported at first torhave been taken and then let go), or some of the stolen slaves,

are not forthcoming.
Far' from wishing to embarrass the Imperial Government in complaining of

their authorities, I should not have made so many remarks, but the negligence

manifested at Serinhaem was so palpable that it was impossible for me to

remain quiescent. » ,

I am rejoiced to find that the Imperial Gox‘rernment have now entered in

earnest upon the investigation of this afl'air, and itis to be hoped that they will

prosecute it with such alacrity that they may soOn discover all the particulars of

this audacious slave-plot, which may possibly have still other ramifications.

Your Excellency’s intimation that the Imperial Government would

severely chastise all persons, whatever their rank might be, who should

endeavour or dare to revive the cruel and noxious Slave Traffic, has given

unequivocal satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Legation, and'will, no doubt, afford

still greater pleasure to Her Majesty’s Government; and as firmness and justice ’

on the part of the Imperial Government will strike a‘panic amongst the slave-

dealers, at the same time that they will entitle the Imperial Government to the

congratulations of the civilised world, sovthat want of confidence of which

your Excellency complains on the part of Her Majesty’s Legation will be

entirely dissipated, when it shall be thoroughly demonstrated that this justice

and firmness shall not find themselves exposed to be endangered or impaired by

any supineness of the Brazilian subaltern authorities. '

, I have, &c. V
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

No. 129.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received January 12, 1856.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, December 14, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to fofward to your Lordship copy of a note I‘have

written to Senhor Paranhos, inclosing an extract of a letter which had been

addressed to Her Majesty’s Legation by the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship

“Plumper,” at sea, off the coast of Afliea, stating that on the 19th of last

October he had captured a small cutter, with 90 slaves, all boys, on board,

destined ‘for the Island of St. Thomas, where it was presumed they were to be

shipped on board another vessel, for the shores of Brazil. .

As the pilot—boat which was captured in October at Serinhaem contained

slaves, mostly boys, and as she is one'of the two Which it was known beforehand

was to proceed from the River Zaire to Brazil, it struck me that the 90 Africans

taken by the “ Plumper” may be part of the cargo destined for the second

pilot-boat that was announced as likely to. appear off this coast in November,

but Which, as yet, as far as I can learn, has not arrived. ‘ ‘

However, other people are of a different opinion respecting these 90 captured

blacks.
'

I also beg to inclose to your Lordship copy of Senhor Paranhos’ answer,-

thanking me for the information, and stating that he would bring it to the

knowledge of theMinister of Justice. , ' '

I- have, 8:c.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure l in No. 129.

Mr. Jer'n‘ingham to Senhor Paranlws.

Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, December '6,- 1855.

I BEG to haVe the honour to forward to your Excellency, for the infora

'mation of the Imperial Government, extract of a communication which has

lately reached this Legation from. the Commander of Her Majesty’s steatn-sloop

“ Plumper,” ofi' the coast of Africa, by which your Excellency will percélve that
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90 slaves, all beys; Were captured in a small cutter, bound fer St. Thomas;

Where, it was presumed, they were intended to be transshipped in another vessel .

f Brazil.
01' As this captflre tookiplace on the 19th of October last, it is possible that

these ’Africansmay be part of the second cargo that was said to be destined fer

those shores about the middle or up to the mg]. of November, and which it was

. previously known Was being prepared in the River Zaire.
I avail, &c.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 129.

Senhor Paranhos to Mr. Je-rm'ngham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, December 11, 1855.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which on the 6th instant
was addressed to me by Mr. W. Stafford Jemingham, &c., inclosing the

extract from a communication received by the Legation of which he is in charge,

fi‘om the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Plumper,” on

the coast of Africa, whereby it appears that 90 slaves, all boys, were captured
on board a small cutter, destined for St. Thomas, where, it is presumed, they

would be shipped on board another vessel, for Brazil.
Mr. .Jerningham concludes with the observation that, as that capture took

place on the 19th of last October, it appears probable that the said Africans

might "be part of a cargo which is said to be destined for these shores about

the middle of November, and which was previously known to have been.
preparing in the River Zaire. "

I thank Mr. Jerningham for this communication, and I have the honour to
state to him that I shall bring the same to the knowledge of the MiniSter of
Justice..

I renew, &c.
(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

No. 130.

Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of OIarendon.——(Received January 12, 1856.)

(Extract) ' Rio de Janeiro, December 14, 1855.

y Y ADMIRAL JOHNSTONE, who has been, and is still, on' a cruise,
informed me last month that the Lords of the Admiralty had made him
acquainted with the suspicions that were attached to a North American vessel,
named “ Mary' E. Smith,” which had cleared out from Boston in August, in
ballast, for Monte Video, inclining to the belief that She was destined fer a Slave
adventure to Brazil. -

., Upon receiving this information I immediately communicated it to the
Imperial Government, in order that they might put their cruizers on the watch;
and I also thought it right, by the Admiral’s suggestion, to apprize the American
Minister, Mr. Trousdale, of the fears that were entertained with regard to the
sinister, intentions of the “ Mary E. Smith.” ’ '

The Brazilian Government were thankful for this communication, and
two days ago Senhor Paranhos placed the inelosed paper. in my hand, by which
your Lordship will see that it is known here, from a correspondence seized by
the police, that this schooner “ Mary E. Smith” Went, in fact, from Boston to
the coast of Africa, by order of Manoel Bazilio da Cunha Reis, who is a third-
part owner, and is also interested in the cargo of Africans, that this schooner is
expected here some time in this month, and that one board her a person named
Jofio José Vianna, is coming as a passenger, he being also a third-part proprietor.

.. 1 Thisvessel was consigned by Cunha Reis to Guilherme da Silva Correa,
Who resides on the coast of Africa. ' '

, The letters seized by the police likewise indicate that the Correspondenee
of the consignees in Rio, With the parties connected in'this ”transaction, was to
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pass through London, directed to the firm of Figaniere and Irmfios, New York,

and Spencer and Buddens, London.

His Excellency Senhor Paranhos, With Whom I have had some conversation

upon this matter, has declared that the Imperial Government are determined to

put down these new attempts of reviving the Brazilian Slave Trade; and I must

say that both his Excellency and Senhor Nabuco are now acting with energy

and frankness. ‘

The Brazilian cruizers are to be placed upon the likely points; and if this

American schooner comes hither, she will find it very difficult to land her cargo,

for Her Majesty’s squadron is likewise aware of her probable advent, and

Admiral Johnstone at Bahia, and the senior naval officer at Rio, Will, no doubt,

take proper measures, as far as their orders permit them, to frustrate any

piratical slave attempt upon the coast of Brazil.

Although the want of labour appears to render this period a propitious

time for the adventurous in slaving, yet I think that this Government, if they

continue firm and active, may crush these first attempts; but if an effective

plan of colonization be not soon carried out, it is impdssible to foresee what may

happen.

 

Inclosure in No; 130.

Memorandum relative to the American schooner “ Mary E. Smith.” ~ 1

RELATIVE to the schooner “Mary E. Smith,” cleared out at‘ Boston for

Monte Video, and suspected of being engaged in Slave Trade, the Imperiai

Government knows, from letters and papers apprehended by the police— ‘ ‘ .

That the said schooner did in fact sail frOm Boston to the coast of Africa

by order of Manoel Bazilio da Cunha Reis, who is owner .of one-third of the

vessel, and is interested in the cargo of Africans. '

That the schooner is to arrive in this Empire in the present month of

December. ' .

That Jofio José Vianna, who is also owner of one-third of the vessel, is

coming in her.
That the vessel was consigned by Cunha Reis t0 Guilherme da Silva

Correa, who resides on the coast of Africa, Where he has for a length of time

been engaged in Slave Trade, and is owner of the remaining third part of the

schooner. ‘ , , ‘ , . .

From the letters seized it appears that the correspondence of the eonsignees .

of the said. Cunha Reis, of this city, is to be addressee, through London, to the

firm of Figaniere e Irmfios, in New York, care of Spencer and Buddens,

Landon. ,, - ' _ . ‘

 

No. 131f

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 17, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 7th ultimo, l'have to acquaint

you that I approve the note which yOu addressed to the Bi‘amhan Governmeng

acquainting them with the susPicions entertained with regard, to the slave~tradmg

designs of the Ameriean schooner “ Mary E. Smith.” “1 ‘ ‘ , H

' ' i
I am, 85c. .,

(Signed) CLARENDON. -
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No. 132.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, quetgn Ofice, January 17, 1856.

I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve the note which you addressed to

Senhor Pai‘auhos upon the subject of the registration of slaves in Brazil, a copy

of which is inclosed in your despatch of the 12th ultimo. v

' I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 133.

The Earl of Clarendon 2‘0 NI? Jcrningham.

(Extract) Fpreign Ofice, January. 17, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 14th ultimofx‘ inclosing copies

of a correspondence which has passed between you and the Brazilian Minister

for Foreign Affairs, respecting the landing of Africans which was effected at

Seriuhaem in October last, aud-stating that the Brazilian Government have
now entered sel‘iouSlyinto the investigation of that affair.

It Would appear, however», by a despatch which. I have received from Her

Majesty’s Consul at Pernamhuco, dated the 19th ultimo, that the prosecution

of the parties concerned in the landing in question is by no means carried on

with vigour; and I have, therefore, to instruct you to impress upon the Brazilian

Minister for Foreign Afi'airs the very serious nature of this case, in which the
local authorities seem to be gravely implicated, and you will call upOu the

Brazilian Government to use every effort to prevent the revival of the Slave
Trade, for which it is evident that preparatione are making.

 

No. 134.

The Earl of Clarendon to Afr. Jerninglmm.

Sir, ‘ ' ‘ Foreign Oflice, January 18,- 1856. '

I HAVE received your 'despatch of the 14th ultimo} and I have 'to
acquaint you that I'approve of your having communicated to the Brazilian
Ministe_r~ for Foreign Affairs the information Which you had received, stating
that 'Her' Majesty’s ste‘amleoop’ “ Plumper”, had captured near the coast of
Africa on the 19th of October last a small cutter, with 90 slaves.

I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. No. 135'.

The Eafl bf Clarendon to Mr. Jérm’ngham.

Sll‘,’ V ‘ Foreign Oflice, Jamtm'y 18, 1856.

IHAVE received your despatch' of the 14th ultimo; . respecting the
susplcmus‘American vessel named “I’Wary' E. Smith," which cleafed out from
Boston for Monte Video in, August last, and I have to acquaint you that I.
approlve the steps which you took on receiving information with regard to this
vesse . ’ -

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘ NI: 28. 1* No. 129. i No. 130.
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N0. 136.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jeméngham.-

Sir,
Foreign Ofiice, January 19, 1856.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of 4 a circular

despatch which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Consuls in Brazil} in con-

sequence of the proceedings of Mr. Vines With regard to the 3 young slaves

belonging to Mr. Dickson, and in conformity with the suggestions contained in

your despatch of the 14th ultimod‘
I am, 8w.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 137.

.ZW’I‘. Jern'ingham lo the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received February 13.)

'MY Lord,
Rio de Janeiro, January 8, 1856.

HER Majesty's Consul at Para having recently informed me that 2 freed

negrccs, Laudclino and Honorio, had arrived in that city from Rio de

Janeiro for the purpose of being employed in the Government arsenal, and that

their condition in that establishment was worse than that of slaves in general in

that. town, where many of them, after paying their masters so much per diem,

were able to make something for themselves, whereas the Government emanci-

patios could never earn more than 320 reis, and were watched and guarded as

if they were convicted criminals ; I thought it right, in consequence .of

Mr. Vines’ communication, to represent the matter to the Brazilian Govern-

ment in the note addressed to Senhor Paranhos, copy of which is herein inclosed,

and in which I have urged his Excellency to' move an inquiry intothe hard case

of these individuals, and to induce the Brazilian Government to grant them their

certificates of freedom.
‘

I have, &c. .

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

InclOsure in N0. 137.

Mr. femingham t0 Senhor Paranhas.

Excellent Sir, ‘ Rio de Janeiro, January 2, 1856.

I BEG to draw your Excelleney’s attention to the inclosed extract from a

despatch which has reached me from Mr. Vines, Her Majesty’s Consul in Para,

who represents the hard case of two freed negroes, Landelino and Honorio,

who appear to have been sent to Para from hence in the steamer “ Parana,” at

the request of the President of that prOVince for workmen, and that they are

now working in the arsenal there, guarded and treated with suspicion, as if

convicted criminals, and receiving only 320 reis per diem and a miserable ration

of farinha.
»

V It appears from Mr. Vines’ statement that the position of these emanci-

pados is worse than that of slaves in the same city, who appear 'by their activity-

and industry to be able, after paying their masters, to gain something for them-

selves ; whereas, these freed Africans, Honorio and Laudelino,‘ whose time

I suppose is quite at the disposition of the Government arsenal, can never make

more than the miserable pittance of 320 reis. .

Your Excellency is well aware that none of these men ought to be in

bondage who have been emancipated, and I trust the Imperial Government will

inquire into the hard case of these two individuals, and grant them their

certificates of freedom.
I avail, 8w.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.
#4

4s No. 160. 1 No. 127.

CLASS B.



18,6 BRAZIL.

No. 138.

Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Clarendon.»-(Received February 13.)

(Extract) Ric,» de Janeiro, January 12, 1856.

THE “ Jornal do Commercio ” of this city, Which a few years ago allowed
itself to be betrayed into freqhent virulent attaeks upon the eminently successful
efforts of Her Majesty’s Representative at that time, the present Sir James
Hudson, Who, as your Lordship well knows more than any one, backed by Her
Majesty’s cruisers, contributed to the downfall of the Afiican Slave Trade in
this country, has lately shown symptoms of a more humane disposition; and I
beg now to inclose to your Lordship a translation of an extract from its
columns, which seems to be a bond fide revelation of the actual schemes and
plots of certain slave-dealers; and points out one particular project which is
said to have been devised by an association in New York, with ramifications in
the West Indies, Brazil, and the Coast of Africa, for smuggling into this country
Bozal for Ladino Negroes, by causing them to be instructed in the Portuguese
language in the different slave-trading parts of the African Coast, and after
dressing them up in Mines cotton, such as is worn by actual Brazilian slaves, to
endeavour to effect their clandestine introduction into this Empire.

This intelligence bears the impression of more respectability than what
generally proceeds from the ordinary run of informers, and it is well worthy of a‘
erusal.

P It appears that the Fazenda of Lagoinha, Where the informant declares
there exists a cavern for concealing the unfortunate captives in case of an alarm
after disembarkation, belongs to a Senhor Bernardino'Faria, who but six weeks
ago was arrested at his villa at Nitheroy, in the vicinity of Rio de Janeiro, on
suspicion of some Slave Trade affair. He has, however, been released ; and,
probably being anxious to protect his character, has inserted a letter, copy of
Which is herein inclosed, in the same newspaper,. inviting the police to go and
examine his property, in order to establish the existence, or not, of the cavern in
question, as well as to make other investigations. I trust this challenge will be
responded to, as the writer of the article in the “ Commercio ” says he can point
out the spot Where the cave is to he found, Which has hitherto been a secret.

The publication of the above Sieve Trade denunciation in the “ Commercio ”
has produeed an echo upon the subject of other slave—dealing designs in the
“ Diario ” of" Rio (an Opposition periodical) ; of this article 'I beg also to inclose-
to your Lordship an extract, in translation.

The aim of the writer, who is evidently a friend and admirer of the Govern-
ment, endeavours to show that the Brazilian Executive have constantly been
upon their guard, and that it has been chiefly owing to their exceeding circum-
speetion that the traflickers’ plans have been continually thwarted, and even that
a recent attempt at landing slaves eff Itapoama, where a suspicious schooner,
with two signals hoisted, tarried for two days, was counteracted by the vigilance
and activity of the Government employés.

That this Government is trying to do their best, I hope and trust is the
case ; but the member of the Ministry Who is reported to be one of the most
animated against the Slave Trade, is the present Minister of Justice, Senhor
Nabuco; and of late, since the business at Serinhaem, this Minister appears
to have redouhled his efforts, by prosecutions and extra Vigilance, in combating
the enemies of Brazilian civilization. ,

I am glad to hear that the Senhors Breves, Who are perhaps the largest
slavevowners in Brazil, are turning their attention to colonization; and Senhor
Joaquim Breves, the elder brother, and proprietor of large estates, and of the
Island of Marambaia, famous in the annals of Slave Trade, has established
Portuguese colonists in parts of his property. The plan he adopts is a very
good one. He causes a plantation to be arranged by some of his many Blacks
for the reception of the colonists, Who, When they arrive, find all ready for them,
and have nothing to do the first year but to collect the produce; By this means
he Will gradually get on all his cultivated grounds a White population, and have
his slaves in reserve for extending the limits of his property, and for felling and
burning the Virgin forests, Which localities, immediately after being prepared,
offer the best and richest soil for coffee and milho plantations. ‘



BRAZIL. 187 .

Were companies formed of such influential and rich men as the Senhors

Breves, Brazil would soon be colonized with a white population, with nearly the

same success and rapidity that it has been, unfortunately, in bygone times by the

African negro.

 

In010sure 1 in No. 138.

Emtmctfrom the “Jamal do Commercio” of January 9, 1856.

(Translation)
THE SLAVE TRADE.——IT was known some days ago that the Government

had been apprised of an intended attempt to effect a disembarkation of Africans

to the southward of our port; and it was said that the Government, having

immediately ordered the most minute investigations to be instituted, arrived at

the conclusion, from the information furnished, that that previously received was

groundless. '

We do not know whether this was, in fact, the conclusion at which the

Government arrived or not, as we do not know whether a project really existed

of disembarking Africans, upon some day of the last month, upon one point of

the Province of Rio de Janeiro, or whether any one of the many incidents to

which long voyages, which depend upon complicated combinations, are exposed,

occasioned the miscarriage of that project. '

What appears to us, however, is, that from the non-appearance of the

vessel reported to have been expected, from the incessant vigilance of the

Government, and even from the rigour with which all those persons are treated

to whom suspicion is attached of being slave-traders, we cannot conclude that

solitary attempts of some one or other audacious African speculator may not

re-appear.
Even just now we have received information which confirms us in this

opinion. If it had reached us from a suspicious quarter, or even from a person

unworthy of our entire confidence, we should not attach any importance to it;

It reveals such a deg‘ee of audacity, such contempt of the laws of the country

and of the action of the authorities, that we should have held the conception of

such a project as improbable. This information, however; has been furnished

to us by so circumspect a peISOn, that we should be wanting in our duty if , we

were to withhold it from the knowledge of the Government, 'who may thereby

be enabled to investigate the facts, and obtain knowleége of the truth.“ 7

We are told that, during the early part of last year, an individual was

in Ubatuba, trying to seduce divers planters of that neighbourhood and of the

highlands to enter into a speculation of Slave Trad‘e with him. '

That individual stated to them that a great association 'was organised in

New York, With ramifications in Brazil, the West lndies, and Coast of Africa;

that that association had sent to establish schools for teaching the Portuguese

language at some points of Africa where the Slave Trade was still being carried

on; that the negroes, as soon as purchased, would frequent those schools, and

that as soon as they had acquired as great a knowledge of our language as our

“ Ladino” negroes have, they would be shipped fer Brazil, and would arrive here

dressed in Minas cotton cloth, in imitation of the costume of our slaves.

The informant added, that in spite of all the Vigilance of the Imperial

Government, the mountain betWeen St. Sebastiao and' Ubatuba was prepared,

and a path made (through the forest) at one of its extremities, for the easy and '

undiscoverable transit of the negroes ; that as to the disembarkation, that would

be effected by means of skilful and experienced officers, who, nine times in ten,

knew how to elude the vigilance of the cruisers; that if by chance, after the

landing of the negroes, or before they could be sent into the interior, a force

should appear for the purpOse of capturing them, they .could be hidden ‘in

a vast cavern, which exists in the Lagoinha plantation, only known to one

person, to whom the deceased owner of that estate revealed the secret; and

finally, that in the event of the plantation on the Highlands being searched

which has received Africans, no one could distinguish them from the other

slaves.
Things Were in this state, when in August last many of the individuals who
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were invited to participate in this criminal speculation received circulars, in

which they were informed that the first of the vessels destined for thls Slavo

Trade would arrive at Lagoinha in December last.

However unlikely this story may appear to be, it cannot be denied that, if

the momentary success of so adventurous an undertaking is not probable, it

certame is not impossible. ' _ _ .

We repeat, that all this information has been furnished tous by a person

most worthy of credit. The Government, in. sending to examine whether the

path has been cleared through the forest on the mountain pointed out- ; whether

the cave alluded to in the plantations of Lagoinha exists (our informant points

out the spot where that hiding—place is); and in ordering that some of the

persons in Ubatuba who were invited to join in the speculation be interrogated,

may acquire luminous knowledge, Which will enable them to come at the

truth. ,

Our duty is fulfilled.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 138.

Letter published in the “Jamal (lo Cmnmercio” of January 10; 1856.

(Translation .)
THE SLAVE TRADE.

To the Editors: of the “Jamal (10- Commflrcio.”

SIRS—In your “ Jornal” of this date, and under the head “ Slave Trade,”

an article appeared, in Which you pretend to have been informed by a creditable

person, and apprise the Government, that during the first months of last year an

individual attempted, in the town of Ubatuba, to seduce some planters of that

place and of the highlands to enter into a Slave Trade speculation, and that, in

order to encourage them, amongst other coutrivances and artifices for eluding

the vigilance of the Imperial Government, said individual counted upon a

vast cavern, which he said existed on the Lagoinha plantation (of which I am

the proprietor, having bought itrof the heirs of’Jofio Alves da Silva Porto),

and as, from this circumstance and the recent antecedents of my imprisonment

for being suspected of being engaged in slave-trading, some one might raise

fresh suspicions against me, although my release from prison was decreed after

serious investigations, which convinced the Government of my innocence, as you

yourselves have published, 1 now hereby beg you to state the name of the occult

nformer who imposed upon your good faith .and well-known judgment, in

liventing that romance of the cavern at Lagoinha, in order that I may bring an

action against him, and have an explanation of the iliistake published; and it'

any other person except myself should have been indicated to you as the author
of said' attempt, I expect from your courtesy and sense 'of justice-that you

will make that statement, in order that it may serve to justify me, independently
of the proceedings of the tribunals. '

(Signed) BERNARDINO MARTINHO FERREIRA DE FARIA.
Rio de Janeiro, January 9, 1856.

[Min Bernardo Martins Ferreira de Faria asks us to reveal the name of the

person who flll'fllSlled us with the information Which we published yesterday

relative to an attempted disembarkation of Africans, or to_ state whether it is
some other person, and not himself, who is indicated as the author of that
attempt. "

To the first request we have no answer to give; as to the second, we can
tell him that our ‘intbrmant did not mention any person’s name.—-Note of the
Editors.'] ,
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Inclosure 3 in No. 138.

Ewtmct from the “ Diario do Rio de Janeiro” of January 11, 1856.

(Translation.)
THE SLAVE TRADE.--THE :‘Jornal do Commercio,” of the 9th instant,

publishes an article on the subject of Slave Trade, in which we with pleasure

see ideas reproduced which we have at times emitted in this paper upon this

important question.
There is,. however, one point upon which we entirely differ from our

Colleague ; and it is that in which he appears to suppose that the Government

is not aware of what has been done in this country, and especially in the

Province of Rio de Janeiro, for the purpose of facilitatingthe disembarkation of

Africans.
Upon this point it behoves us to do justice to the Government, and

especially to his Exeellency Senhor Nabuco, who, assisted by the press and by

some persons, has been‘ able to follow step by step the whole of the plots framed

by some adventurers with. a View to the I‘ees‘tablishment of the Slave Trade.

And we cannot, in doing so, be viewed with suspicion, because we are

always the first frankly to express our opinion when we think that the Govern-

ment, or any one public fimctionzu’y, do not proceed as they ought to do.

. Besides which, there are the facts to demonstrate what We aifirm.. Before

the “ Jornal do Commereio ” gave information to the Government, they already

knew that a path had been cut from the plantations of Tabatinga and Lagoinha

to the desert of P090 Verde, and had taken measures accordingly.

The Government further knew other facts of which the “ Jornal do

Commercio’? is perhaps unaware; as, for example, that in the estate of the Friars

opposite to the Monte do Trigo, another road has long since been opened leading

to Jacarchy, coasting the River Una at a great distance.

As soon as the first project came to the knowledge of the Government, they

took all those measures Which were counselled by circumstances, and employed

the greatest zeal and activity in order to defeat any future attempt. ' '

It was owing to their efforts that the ‘ schooner destined to effect this

disembarkation, having left this for Monte Video in order to fit out in that port,

never could accomplish her object of taking on board the necessary equipment.

After the miscarriage of that project, the Government did not diminish

their vigilance, and having this object constantly in view, they endeavoured by

all possible means to discover the slightest attempt that might be made with the

intent of re-establishing the Slave Trade. '

The whole of the correspondence, written in Lisbon by a well-known slave.

trader, in which is developed a plan for the disembarkation of slaves, has long

since been in the hands of the Government ; and it is partly owing" to_‘ the know-

ledge thereby obtained, that the accounts subsequently received ,by the Govern-

ment of the two pilot-boats being fitted out in the River Zaire, on the coast of

Africa, for Brazil, were perfectly understood. '

v Some time afterwards the Government received information that letters

addressed to the said slave-trader had reached the post office, and that he being

absent they had been withdrawn from that Department ;. inquiries having been

set on foot, it was discovered Where the said correSpondence was, and it was

spontaneously deiivered up. ' ‘

Information was subsequently furnished to the Government of the existence

of a path having been opened between Itapemerim and Itabapoama, and they

sent ofi' ‘the Chief of the Police of the prOVince to examine it, and to take the

necessary steps in posting there strong detachments. '

To these measures we are perhaps indebted. for the non-realization,a few

days ago, of a disembarkation from a schooner which appeared off Itabapoama

With two signals hoisted, and which tarried two days in‘ those waters, without

having been met With by the cruizers. '
However, one of the crew of the “Macahense ” steamer relates that he‘had

seen a vessel at night steering towards the coast, and not far from the steamer,

Which, frOm her position, appeared to him to be a suspicious craft. ,

As to the movement of the planters of the province, which the “ Jornal do

Commereio ” speaks of, the Government has been i'uliy aware of it since 1853,
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the time when the fact occurred. It is true that at that time they had only
suspicions, which might excite their vigilance, but could not by any means
authorise rigorous measures.

Now, however, that the proofs of that seduction are in the hands of the
Government, it is very natural that they will make use of them whenever they
may judge that circumstances shall call upon them to do so.

It appears ta us, therefore, that the Government cannot be accused of a
want of activity and Vigilance with regard to the Slave Trade. Senhor Nabuoo—
we are happy in doing him this justice—has acquitted himself with honour of
the legacy left him by the counsellor Eusebio de, Quiroz.

 

No. 139.

Mr. Jerningham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.-,~——(Received February 13.) Y

My Lord, Rio cle Janeiro, January 14, 1856.
THE persons suspected of being implicated in the attempted landing of

slaves at Serinhaem, are still undergoing their trial at Pernambuco.
There are various accounts of the proceedings of Colonel Drummond and

his son, who seized the cargo; and some people even go so far as to accuse the
President of the Province as having been privy to this enterprise.

Senhor Paranhos says this is not the case,“ but that Colonel Mehezes
Drummond and his son are nevertheless implicated; the son by having received
Blacks, and the father by not using the precautions he ought to have done, or
in trying to screen his son; I

1am told, on the other hand, that all are more or less mixed up in the
transaction, both the Drummonds and the President; and so little satiSfactory
was the conduct of the latter at first, that the Minister of Justice here Was Very
near petitioning for his recall from his post.

Senhor Paranhos has promised me a note explanatory of the communica-
tions which have taken place, but he regrets that he has not time to send it by
this mail. '

I decline to form any opinion on the subject till I have received“ Senhor
Paranhos’ note; next month I will take the liberty of addressing your‘Lordship

v fully upon the subject.
Colonel Portella has been dispatched from Rio de Janeiro to search for the

48 negroes Who were stolen from the cargo of 210 Whilst off the bar of
Serinhaem.

 

I have, &c. .
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

No. 140.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Recerived February 13.)

My Lord, V Rio de Janeiro, January 14;, 1856.

I. WAS informed this morning that another landing of slaves had taken
place in the small Province of Algoas to the north of Bahia. ,

A vessel was seen, 1. find, 011' this coast near Campos about the 7th of
December last ; she remained there two days, but eventually disappeared when
learning, no doubt by signals, that the Brazilian authorities and trbops were on
the gut viva; it is supposed this is the same craft which is said to have been
successful in Algoas. . ‘

I communicated this report to Senhor Paranhos, who'told me the. Brazilian
‘ Gavermnent were already aware of it, but they did not know as yet if it was

fstmdcd,_ox' net. . . ‘ v ,
fl‘he next mail from the north, in a few days,’ will throw some light on the

matter. ‘ "
I think the GoVerhment here are exercising vigilance; and I have goofi  
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reasons to know that the slave-dealers are beginning to be alarmed at it; but

the Brazilian cruizing system does not appear very effective, and,without the aid

of Her Majesty’s squadron, I fear that now and then the slave~traders will gain

their ends.
We want smaller and swifter steamers here, and to be constantly at work,

‘till this new outbreak of the traffickers has been put down.

 

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

No. 141.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemingham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 19, 1856

WITH reference to your despatch of the 8th ultimo, I have to acquaint

you that I approve the nete which you addressed to the Brazilian Government

respecting the .2 free negroes Laudelino and Honorio, who were sent by the

Brazilian authorities from Rio de Janeiro to Para, for the purpose of being
employed in the Government arsenal at the latter port.

I am 8:13.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 142.

Mr. Jerningham to the Earl of Cl-arendon.—-(Received March 10.)

(Extract) Rio ole Janeiro, February 8, 1856.

. BY the last Royal mail-steamer “Tamar,” I received from Her Majesty’s

Consul at Bahia the very agreeable intelligenCe that the North American slaver,

the “Mary E. Smith,” which had fitted out at Boston in August last, and

respecting whose sinister intentions of slave-trading . information had been

furnished by Admiral Johnstone to Her Majesty’s Legation, and by this Mission

communicated to the Brazilian Government, had been at length captured off the

Port of St. Mattheos, on the frontier of the Province of Espirito Santo and Bahia,

With 387 slaves on board, '67 of whom have unfortunately died from the efi'ects

of Want and disease.
This slaver, which has been the object of our anxiety for some time past,

was seized about two miles from the bar of St. Mattheos, by the Imperial war-

schooner “ Olinda,” about the 19th or 20th of January, and was forthwith

dispatched by her captors to Bahia, for legal proceedings.
At the time that the “ Mary E. Smith” was seized by the Brazilians, she

had the United States’ ensign flying, and her American papers were found to be

in order. Her captain and part of her crew are Americans, and part are

Portuguese. There were also a few Portuguese passengers on board, no doubt

some of her joint owners, or persons intimately Connected With the slave specu- _

lation. - ‘

In a former despatch, dated December 14, 1855, I 'had the honour to

furnish your Lordship with the names of the owners and consignees, and others

connected with this affair, and to inform you that these were Senhors Cunha Reis,

Correa, and another named Vianna, who, from the correspbndence made known

to the Brazilian Government, were found to be partners in this audaciOus enter-

prize. I believe they are all Portuguese. The latter, it was'reported, intended

to come over in this slaver, and most likely he is one of the Portuguese passengers

Who have been seized by the “ Olinda.” '.
I beg to have the honour to inclose to your Lordship copy of Mr. Morgan’s

communication. ,
"?'TifSoon after the receipt of this despatch, when I thought I could conveniently

call upon Senhor Paranhos, I went to his house, and submitter; the intelligence I
had received to his Excellency.

' Senhor Paranhos informed me that hehad heard of the capture, and seemed
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much gratified; but he evidently did not know the details of it, such as Were to

he found in Mr. Morgan’s despatch. To his Excellency I expressed the great

satisfaction which I was sure Her Britannic Majesty’s Government must expe—

rience, on learning the auspicious event; and I could not refrain from testifying

to his Excellency my own feelings also upon this subject. .

rI‘he capture of the “Mary E. Smith” will he a great blow to the slave-

dealers, whose real focus, as far as Brazil is concerned, is, I am given to understand,

in Rio de Janeiro.
On our side, we have been far from inactive in watching the likely points of

this coast, in order to neutralize the projected attempt of the “ Mary E. Smith.”

Rear-Admiral Johnstone, Commander-in-chief of ‘Her Majesty’s Naval Forces,

since the time he received the information fi'om’the Lords of the Admiralty

that such a project was contemplated, has emplpyed four or five of his vessels in

Visiting different points of the Brazilian coast.
At the time the Brazilian schooner “ Olinda” captured the “Mary E.

Smith,” Her Majesty’s war-steamer “ Trident” was only thirty miles to the

north of the spot where the capture took plaee ; and had the slayer succeeded

in not encountering the Brazilian cruizer after her unfruitful negotiations at

St. Mattheos to sell her Blacks, she would have probably gone out to sea,

and come round outside the Abrolhos rocks to gain Caravellas by the north
channel, where Her Majesty’s steamer “ Trident” was stationed.

At Caravcllas there is a fine river about a mile bread, with a smooth bar of

twelve 01' thirteen feet, with great facilities fou a disembarkation, and an induce-

ment for it also, as there are many Fazendas near at hand, and a Colony not far
distant ; besides this there is in the vicinity a whaling establishment, which

keeps on foot many boatmen and pilots ; and further up the river there is a road

or “picada” cut through the torrents, which leads up to Mines Games and
Mines Novas. ‘

I am assured that there is also an internal navigable river between Rio
Caravellas and Rio Mucury, or another river.

The bar at St. Mattheos is far from being ‘ 00d, and the fact of the ill success
of the “ M'ary E. Smith” in not being able to negotiate her Blacks, where there
are a great many sick “ fazendeiros,” indicates that no preparations were made
in that quarter.

The report of Her Majesty’s eruizers being off the coast, probably discon-
certed her. plans, and she tried most likely to get rid of her cargo—sufi'ering from
disease and want—at any place she could: but I am told there is little doubt
that Caravellas (asfar as it is yet known) was the real place of the destination
of the “ Illaw'y E. Smith.”

Letters for a man named Avila, supposed to be an agent of this slayer, and
who went up from hence to Bahiamore than a month ago, were waiting for him
at Caravellas and at Villa Vieoza.

I have, Sac.
(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure l in No.- 142.

Consul Morgan to Mr. Jéminghum.

Sir, ‘ Bahia, January 30, 1856.

I HAVE great pleasure in acquaintin‘g you that the American schooner
“Mary E. Smith,” which was the subject of a despatch addressed to me by
Admiral Johnstone on the 19th of December last, was captured ofl‘ St. Mattheos
,(on the frontier of Espirito Santo and this province) some ten days ago, with
3_87 slaves on board, and arrived in this port last night with 320 3 67 having died,
smce her capture, from want and disease.

This schooner was found to have all her American papers in order, and was
commanded by an American, with a mixed crew of American and Portuguese.
When captured, there were a few Portuguese passengers on board, no doubt her
owners. '

She attempted to negotiate her cargo of human flesh at St. Mattheos, having
entered that port feigning distress and want of provisions. The authorities, who  
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had in their possession her description, tried to pai'ley anddclay her departure,

until a sufficient force could he collected to capture her in port, but one of the

passengers, finding they were suspeected, pulled off‘ to the schooner. and in half-

an..hour she was again under way, when she encountered the Imperial schooner

“ Olinda,” and was captured, with the American colours flying.

Great credit is due to the authmities of this province, as their small cruizers

“ Olinda‘,” “ Thereza,” ant “ Canopo,” have been constantly on the look-out

after her.
,

I shall watch vigilantly the proceedings that must take place now for the

proper punishment of these men-stealers, and shall not fail to acquaint you with

what may take place.
It is also said that this schooner belongs to the Association some time ago

instituted at Rio de Janeiro for slave-trading purposes, and she is the first that

has brought a cargo of slaves. ,

At the same time I beg to add, that with the exception of the presence of

the ” Indefatigable 7’ and “ Rifleman,” lately in this port, we have had no British

regular el‘uizer in these waters for three months past.

' I have, 8m.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 142.

Mr. Jerln-ingham to Senhor Paranhos. ‘

Excellent Sir, ‘ Rio de Janeiro,‘l¢‘ebrum'y 4, 1856.

THE intelligence which arrived by the last mail from the north, that the

Imperial schooner “ Olinda’i had seized off St. Mattheos, on the frontiers of

ESPirito Santo and Bahia, the North American schooner. “ Mary E. Smith,” with

387 slaves on board, 67 of which are reperted to havedied after her capture,

unfortunately, from want and disease, has caused the greatest pleasure to Her

Majesty’s Legation at this Court, and no doubt will be a subject of much

congratulation on the part of Her Majesty’s Government to that of Brazil, as it

will be a proof that the Imperial Government has,‘upon this occasion, taken

those praiseworthy precautions which, when followed up with activity and energy,

are almost certain to ensure success. . i

The capture of this slayer by the Imperial crui'zer, whilst it is an indication

of the firm determination of the Imperial Government to’ crush all attempts at

reviving the detestable African Traffic, will add an additional prestige to- the

moral force 0f the Executive, and cause those who are eviily inclined to. reflect

before they enter heedlessly upon these contraband speculations. _ “ '-

It is sincerely to be hoped that the generosity of the Brazilian Gevei'nmeut

will not allow them to forget to bestow a recompense on the Commander and

oflicers 0f the “ Olinda,” as well as on those authorities who were instrumental

in capturing the North American schooner “ Maa'y E. Smith.”
I avail, &c.

(Signed) , WM. STAFFORD JERNINGI—IAM.

 

_ No. 143.

Mr. Jet‘ninghum to the Earl of Clarendon.———(I~Zeceivcd Mitre?» 10.)

(Extract) . Rio de Janciro,February '11, 1856. ‘

I BEG t0 inclose to your Lordship copy of a note which I have ,i‘eceived

from Senhor Paranhos, containing a letter from the Chief of Police to the

Minister of ' Justice, iii answer to my note of the 26th of November last,

conveying to his Excellency the intelligence which had been ihrwarded by me

relative to the “Mary E. Smith,” of Boston, against which suspicions existed

that she intended a slave voyage to Brazil. -

His Excellency informs me that on the 29th of November he ‘wrote to

Senhor Nabuco, the Minister of Justice, to achaint him of these suspicions; and

that the Minister of Justice immediately addressed himself, "on the let of

CLASS B.-
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December to the Chief of Police in this capital ; and states that he did so like-

wise to all those of the maritime provinces of this Empire, requesting them to

observe the greatest possible vigilance With respect to that vessel.

The Chief of Police of Rio de Janeiro, in a letter dated lst of December,

replied to the Minister of Justice, that he was already aware, from confidential

information furnished him here, of the projected attempt to land slaves, and even

knew the names of the individuals who had promoted the negotiations which

Were afterwards made known to me by Senhor Paranhos.

 

Inclosure l in No. 143.

Senhor Paranhos to IVI’I‘. Jerningham.

(Translation) V Rio de Janeiro, January 21, 1856.

ON the 29th of November last, I had the honour to acknowledge the

receipt of the note which, on the 26th of that month, was addressed .to me by

Mr. William Stafford Jerningham, 810", relative to an American schooner, the

“ Mary E. Smith,” which sailed from Boston for Monte Video in August last,

and that there were reasons for suspecting her destination was the Slave Trade.

On that same day, the 29th November, as I then acquaintexi Mr. Jerning-

ham, I informed the Minister of Justice of the circumstance Which occasioned

that vessel to be suspected, even according to the opinion of the North American

authorities.
The Minister of Justice immediately addressed himself, on‘ the 1st of

December last, to the Chief of the Police of this capital, bringing to his

knowledge the despatch which he had received from this Ministry, instructing

him, as he also did those of all the maritime provinces of the Empire, to observe

the greatest possible vigilance with respect to that vessel.

The Chief of the Police of this capital was already aware, from confidential

information furnished to him here, of that projected attempt to land slaves, and

even knew the names of the individuals who had promoted that negotiation; all

of which he communicated to the Minister of Justice in a despatch dated the 4th

ultimo, whereof a copy is inclosed;
Being in possession of such positive data respecting the destination of the

schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” every kind of precaution was taken for the purpose

of her apprehension the moment she should arrive in this or any other port of

the Empire, and, at the same time, steps were taken to discover who the persons

in this country are who still dare to nourish the hope of being able to renew such

criminal speculations with immunity.
J’Vhave thought it proper to make this communication to Mr. Jerningham,

and echfirm what I have already had the honoqr to stateto him at our interview

on the 13th ultimo. '

I avail, &c.
(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 143.

The Chief of Police to the Minister of Justice.

(Translation.) Police Ofiice of the Capital,

Illustrious and Excellent Sir, December 4, 1855.

I HAVE just received your Excellency’s despatch of the let instantJ in

which you acquaint me that, from a note addressed by the English Legation at

this Court to the Minister for Foreign Affairs under date of the '26th ultimo, it

appeared that an American schooner, named the “ Mary E. Smith,” had sailed

nearly four months ago from Boston, in ballast, for Monte Video, under circum-

statlces which create a suspicion that she is destined for the Slave Trade,

ordering the to exercise the greatest possible vigilance with reSp’eCt to her.

I have, in reply, the honour to state to your Excellency that this Depart-

ment, through merely confidential information received from merchants of this

city,~wasalready aware of the departure of that vessel, and of her destination ;
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that she, in fact, sailed from Boston on the 25th of August last, was dispatched

by Manoel Bazilio da Cunha Reis, who was then in New York, to Guilherme

José da Silva Correa, on the Coast of Africa, there to receive on board 550

Africans, and destined to the coasts of this Empire—the said negotiation having

been promoted by the said Cunha Reis and Guilherme, and also by one Joao

José Vienna, Who is to come in the said schooner. ‘

In conSequence of such positive data respecting the destination of this

vessel, I have taken every step possible towards her capture as seen as she

arrives, and meanwhile am using every endeavour towards ascertaining who the

persons are who still dare to maintain so criminal a speculation in this country,

certainly forgetting that the Imperial Government, and all the authorities, adoPt '

all the measures, and employ every kind of means at their disposal, in order to

put a final stop to the Slave Trade, in rigorously punishing those Who, either

through audacity or blindness, may have the temerity to promote it. s

God preserve, 8m. ' ‘ ;

(Signed) JOAO LUIS VIEIRA CAUSAUSAO DE SINIMBU.. ‘ '

 

No. 144. ,

Mr.”Jemingham to the Earl Vof‘ Oldrendon.—~(Receiv‘ed March 10.) "

(Extract) ‘ Rio de Janeiro, February 12, 1,856. ‘ .

I BEG to haVe the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a note

from Senhor Paranhos, in answer to the last one [addressed to hisExcellenqy

on the .l'3th of January, upon the attempted Slave Trade aggression at Serih—w

haem, connected with which both Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernamhuco and‘

myself were inclined to believe that there was some improvidence on the part of

the Government authorities ofthat province. .
His Excellency also adds a copy of the “ pronunciation?’ .by the legal

authorities against the suspected persons, as also a copy of a letter from the Chief

of Police at Rio de Janeiro to his Excellency the Minister -of ‘ Justice respecting

the arrest of Antonio Severino Avellar, promoter of the enterpi'ise, Who . arrived

from Europe on the 4th of November, and was only made a prisoner nearngio

by the Brazilian police on the 14th of that month. - i

Senhor Paranhos endeavours to prove that there has been no negligence on the

part of the President of Pernambuco and his subordinates ;, but attributeexzthe

escape, of the captain and the crew, and the robbery of some of the slaVes, to

Colonel Drummond’s want of proper energy, and a desire to screen his son, When;

he declares to be implicated in this Slave Trade business. '- ‘

 

, IncloSure 1 in No. 144.

 

’Senhoir Paranhos to Mr.‘Jerningham.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, February 2,1856

, THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour ' to reply to ‘the note,5§fWhich

Mr. William Stafford Jerningham, &c., addressed to him under date of the 13th

of last month relative to the seizure of Africans which took'place at'Serihha‘em.’

The Undersigned regrets that Mr. Jerningham should be di

as it would appear from his above-mentioned note, at the 'notic

the Undersigned took resPecting the date on Which he received the mote of
  

 

the 13th of November. The circumstance of the date of this ‘Vnote.1¢értainly

would not have been- worthy of mention, if it were not that it mightiliave led,

in the » case in question, to an erroneous and indecorous supposition lhfifavour-

able to the Imperial Government. ‘

'The Undersigned neither had, 1101' could have, any other meen’in " '

observation beyond that which he expressed, of removing the impre

might result from the cOmparing of the dates of Mr. Jerningham’s sa 4

the acts ‘ of the Imperial Government, that these Were the consequehees of the

former, that is, that they were not wholly Spontaneous or free free: ran foreign

suggestion. . ‘ v A
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This was so far the meaning of the Undersigned, that he hoped Mr. Jeming—

ham, far from retorting, would have appreciated the scruple of the Brazilian

Government in signifying to that of'Her Britannic MaJesty, that- thelr endeavour

to suppress the Slave Trade is as loyal and efficacious as the homer and the

interests of the Empire dictate. and, consequently, that the Imperlal Govei'n-

ment proceeds very spontaneously in prosecuting that endeavour, .bemg

always disposed to accept the intervention of Her Britannia MaJesty’s

Legation, as a cooperation towards an end whieh IS in common, but not as a

stimulus for that which is the duty and the province of the Imperial Govern-
ment. ' ,

The Undersigned was even persuaded that Mr. Jerningham would be fore-

most in bearing witness to the spontaneousness and zeal with which the
Imperial Government exert themselves towards the repression of the Slave

Trade in Brazil. The existing relations between the Imperial Government and

Her Britannie Majesty’s Legation are so intimate and friendly in everything

concerning that object, that no doubt could have been entertained in that
‘res ect. '

p It was, therefore, not only with regret, but also with surprise, that the

Undersigned saw that that observation of his, not addressed to Mr. Jerningham,

and which evidently presupposed the‘ publication, as is customary, of this

correspondence, gave rise to propositions in which Mr. Jerningham almost goes

as far as to doubt that, respecting the new attempt of the slave-traders, the'
Imperial Government had proceeded with that degree of solicitude more than
once recognized by the very Government of Her Britannic Majesty. q

The Undersigned would not accompany Mi: .Ierningham upon thisground,
even although it were Mr. Jerningham’s intention; which the Undersigned does
not believe, to be so unjust towards the Imperial Government. He does not
desire, and he will do all that lies in his power to avoid, that the ofi’icial
correspondence between this Ministry and Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation
should, in their mutual relations, present a state of asperity or mistrust,-which

the Unde'rsigned takes pleasure in believing does not exist. ‘
In accordance with these dispositions, the Undersigned will now explain the

facts on which Mr. Jerningham is urgent, and fully complete the information
furnished to him in his note of the 4th of December, avoiding, as much as it may
be possible, to view, in an odious light, certain observations ot'Mr. Jerningham
which he has just pointed out. ‘

Mr. Jerninghani says that it had been apparent to him, ‘with. every sem-
blance of truth, that no decision had been ' taken by the Imperial Government
respecting the imprisonment of the noted Antonie Severino d’Avellal', prior to

' the 13th day of November, the date upon which Mr. Jerningham wrote his first
note. He adds that, from the time of the seizure effected in Sérin‘haem. until
that date, a considerable time had elapsed, and that it appeared to him that the
Imperial Government klicw very little of the whole of that affair.

The .inclosed copy of an official report of the Chief of the Police of this
capital to the Minister of Justice, full y replies to the first of the two propositions
above stated. From that document it is seen that the imprisonment of Avellar
was resolved upon as soon as he ai'rived here in the English packet from Europe
on the 3rd of November, and was effected on the 14th. ‘ '

Mr. Jerningham knows that the arrest of that individual, and his being
sent to the capital of the Province of Pernambuco, he having been pointed out
as guilty of the crime of introducing Africans, were very spontaneous acts of the
Imperial Government. Mr. Jemingham also knows that only information had
been lodged against A'vellar, ”destitute of proof, that he was involved in the
speculation of two pilot-boats which, it was said, he had gone to load in the
River Zaire and were destined for Brazil, and the coincidence with this infor-
mation of the appearance of the pilot-boat seized in Serinhaem. This fact,
which strengthened the information, became known about the same time of
Avellar’s arrival. '

Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation may not see in that act of the Imperial
Gevemment a proof of their deCided desire to persecute the slave-dealers, and
tomflict exemplary punishment on them for the attempt at; Serinhaem; but
Her Britannia Majesty’s Legation Cannot also discover in that act anything that
would appear to,gai‘nsay the real intentions of the Imperial GeVernment.

The 'Undersigned cannot conjecture What grounds 'Mr. Jerni'ngham might
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have'had for supposing that the Imperial Government were ignorant of all that

had come to pass in Pernambuco.
The Undersigned begs leave to remind Mr. Jerningham that the Minister

of Justice, on the Same day upon which the first news of the capture reached

this city, hastened to acquaint Mr. Jerningham with it; and that the Under-

Signed, at the interview which he had with M1-.'Jerningham on the 7th of

November, spoke to him of those occurrences, and told him that he intended to

address to him a communication on that subject. That promise was» further

confirmed in a private note which he had the honour to address to Mr. Jerning-

11am on the evening of the 13th of that month. v

The Imperial Government, therefore,‘was not ignorant of everything, as

unhappily it appeared to Mr. Jerningham to be the ease, nor could they be so,

even if the President of the Province of Pernambuco had not been cai‘eful

enough to inform this Ministry and that of‘Justice, of a fact of such importance.

To be entirely ignorant of all, would be not to know that Which, officially and

unofficially, appeared in the Pernambuco papers, and was partly published in the

press of this capital. .. . __

Mr. Jemingham’s note advanced nothing further than what had been

published in the press of Pernambuco, and than what had been officially reported

to the Imperial Government; The Undersigned would haVe imparted the

same if . other matters had not obliged him to postpone the communication

which he was desirous of making to Mr. Jerningham, independently of a request

on his part. ., -_ . ‘ ,

, The Undersigned did not complain ofM1 Jerningham’s believing the news

given to him by the British Consul in Pernambuco, nor did he question the

distinguished qualifications of that functionary. The Undersigned only observed,

and with reason, that the worthy representative of the Government of ‘ Her

Britannic Majesty at this Court had not hesitated in accepting, as fully proved,

the accusations which the opposition press of Pernambueo articulated against

the President of that Province and the subaltern authorities. , _ y

The information furnished by the British Consul could only be Collected.

from those suspected publications, or from Some of their authors, someof'whom

supposed that the occasion was favourable for casting discredit on the Imperial

Government’s delegate, whilst ,others sought, bythose means, to remove the

suspicion and punishment entailed by their own criminality. a V

The Consul performed his duty in transmitting to Her Britannia Majesty’s

Legation all the news which came to his knowledge, with the opinion he had

formed thereon; but the Undersigued believes that the Imperial Government

had a right to hope that Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation would not have at

once received, as ascertained facts, the censures which these news contained 0f

the authorities of the country. , , ‘

Could not the British Consul have been deceived, could he not have been

mistaken in his appreciations and conjectures? Mr. Jerningham appears to

affirm that he could not, but the Undersigned begs leave to affirm that the

British Consul in Pernambuco is not infallible; that in this case now alluded to

he deceived himself, and was led into error, as he had been in another case of

not a very remote date. , ,

The Undersigned still remembers what that functionary assured the

Government of Her Britannia Majesty in a communication which Mr. Jerning-

ham made to this Ministry in his note of the 10th of September last, relative to

the North American barque “ Vickery,” Which had cleared out from, the port of

Pernamhuco for the coast of Africa. ‘ '

He asserted that the said barque, which was considered suspected of being

destined for Slave Trade, had been cleared by the fiscal authorities of, Perm

nambucoby means of a security given by» the master alone, which presented no

guaranty, whilst the eonsignees of the vessel, British merchants of Spotless

?redit, in consequence of the suspicious attached to her, refused to give security

or her.
.

V Mr. Jerningham, however, knows that that communication, which gave rise

to expressions on his part which could not butgrieve the Imperial Government,

was subsequently retracted by the Consul himself, when he came to ascertain

and bear witness that the barque “‘Vickery ” obtained clearance for the coast of

Africa by virtue of proper security given by her consignees. _

The Undersigned does not mean, in reminding of this fact, to shake the  
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credit in which the said Consul should be held ; . but he. believes that a similar

precedent, in the absence of any other reason, ought to have induced MrJei‘ning-

ham to have suspended his judgment, and to have awaited more certain and

positive information. . . _ .

The Undersigned did not contend that, m the seizure effected 1n Sermhaem,

there was no negligence on the part of some one, or deny that, both on that

account and of the circumstances of the locality, the crew of the pilot~boat

Conti‘ived to escape, and. some of the Africans were missing, _as it was said, and

was confirmed by the British Consul. What the Unders1gned observed to

Mr. Jernin'gham was, that it was rash to form a definitive judgment upon

doubtful'news and mere presumptions; that the Government were awaiting the

result of the proceedings of the police authoeity, and that only then they could
appreciate facts and discover the culprits. . , '

"Experience has shown the truth and propriety of these ‘observatlens of the
Undersigned, as Mr. Jemingham Will see from what the UnderSJgned 1s going to
state to him.

Mr. Jerningham is aware, as was communicated to him by the Under-
signed, in his note of the 4th of December, that the Magistrate, Chief of the
Police of the Province, went to the district of Rio Formoso immediately after
the seizure, in order to institute competent proceedings, and take all such steps
as might lead to a perfect knowledge of the crime and the severe punishment of
the delinquents. ' ' -

The zeal with which that magistrate performed his important commission
became very public and notorious. He spared no pains which he thought should
be taken, and did not shrink from the extreme measure of searching divers sugar
plantations in the districts of Serinhaem, Barreiras, Cabo, and Eseada. ‘

Although he could not obtain any complete and circumstantial depomtions,
because all the witnesses: spoke fr'om hearsay, without explaining from whom
they got information, the said Judge withal obtained the following :—

The pilot-boat brought over 240 Africans. She was built in Angola, and
was laden by the mulatto Joao José de Farias, who resides there.

Thii'ty out of the 240 Africans died on the voyage, and 1 on the coast of
Serinhaem. '

Of’ the 209 Who arrived in safety, 49 were taken away before the legal
seizure was made by the Commandant of the detachment of police. This
abduction, as it would appear, was committed by the son of Colonel Gaspar de
Menezes Vasconcellos tie Drummond, and Francisco de Paula- _Wander1ey,
commonly nicknamed “ Chico Cagador.” , '

The captain of the pilot-boat is by birth a Portuguese, and is named
Eduardo Augusto Cesar de Mesquita. Upon landing, he sought the Port of
Anjo, saying that he had a letter for the 00101161,. for which reason he was
conducted to the house of Colonel rMenezes. It was in consequence of this
mistake that Menezes came to know of the existence of a slaver in the waters of
'Serinhaem, and, as Delegate of Police, he took some measures for her being
seized. ‘ , i ‘

Being in possession of this information, the Chief ofjthe Police followed 'the
thread which it presented to him. The result of the steps taken by him Was
the discovery of 9 of the abducted Africans, who were met with in the woods of
the Caxoeira Sugar Plantation, and 'the sentence pronounced, whereof a copy is
inclosed, in which are comprised 8 persons, some 'of them of importance, from
their wealth and social position. .

MLJemingham will see, from what is above stated, that the Consul and
Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation had been very premature in forming their'
judgment of this case. ' ‘

' The' Undersigned has already shown Mr. Jerningh'am that the arrest of
Avellar had not been decided upon" through the interference of the British
Legation in. this afl’air‘, and that the Imperial Government was in full possession
of everything that could have been known in this city upon the case in question '
when Mr. Jerningham’s first note was" received. It is likewise the province of
the Undersigned to state here irrefi'agable proofs that the measures above related
could not have been influenced by the said note of the 13th <59 November. '

‘ The seizure tookplace on the 13th of October; anti Was officially known on
the 16th of that month in the capital of the province. It is public and notdridu‘s
that, by order of the President, the harque “ Itamarica’i” was immediately sent
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ofi‘, with the Commander of the naval station on board, to bring in the prize, and

aid the local authorities in the steps to be taken towards the capture of the crew

of the slaver ; and for the complete investigation of the crime, the strictest orders

were issued to the Delegate of Police in Serinhaem, t0 the Commandant of the

detachment of police, and t0 the Head Judge of the District.

The “ Itamarica ” returned to the Port of Recife 0n the 24th. No sooner

had the Chief of Police. concluded the preliminary examinations and Surveys

prescribed by law, as well of the schooner as of the, Africans, and provided for

the deposit and treatment of these, than he set 01? for the District of Serinhaem.

A vessel—of—war was sent there to be placed at his disposal, and another went to

cruize upon the coast to the north. Various other auxiliary measures were at

the same time taken, which it is unnecessary here to state.

On the 19th of November that magistrate was back again in the capital,

and on the 25th he pronounced his sentence. ‘ ,

it is evident that all these acts, commenced and cencluded in Pernambuco

from the 16th'of October to the 25th of November, could not be the effect of

the observations and indications which Mr. Jerningham thought proper to address

to the Imperial Government under tiate 0f the 13th of November, and which the

Undersigned only received on the 20th. ‘

The Undersigned might still add, if it were necessary, in order to show the

spontaneousness 0f the proceedings of the Imperial Government and of their

' authorities, that, under divers dates, from the 25th of October, various orders

and instructions were sent to the President of Pernambuco relative to the occur-

rence at Serinhaem. .

Mr. Jerningham no longer asserts that the districts of Serinhaem and Rio

Formosa were without chiefs, but he still manifests the persuasion, with refer-

ence to the words of the British Consul, that there was negligence on the part .

of some of the authorities of the province; it appearing evident to him that such

negligence existed from the fact of the’flight of the slaver’s crew, and of the

abduction of some of the Afiieans, whose number Mr. Jerningham raises to

60 01' 70, whereas it was not above 47, and was reduced to 38 by the seizure

subsequently made by the Chief of Police.

The Undersigned will consider M1“. Jerningham’s censure under the same

point of view in which he presented it in his last note. v

The President of the Province was infermetl, as Mr. Jemingham observes,

that there was a rumour as early as on the 5th of July of a disembarkation in

Serinhaem. Therefore the local autherities ought to have been apprised of it,

and to have been vigilant until it became known what had become of the' pilot-

boats which were said to}- have gone to the River Zaire to receive Africans

destined for Brazil. v

The Undersigned observes that ail the authorities on the coast of Brazil

must be watchful and vigilant, as long as there is no certainty that the slave—

traders are, once for all, persuaded that they will only meet in Brazil the frustra—

tion of their criminal speculations and the most severe persecution. The Imperial

Government, however, cannot exact impossibilities from these authorities, as

they confide much in their patriotism. Even the GoVernment of Her Britannic

Majesty will recognize, from the long experience they have of the repression Of

Slave Trade, that what Mr. Jerningham seems to expect is not always possible. .

The information lodged with the President of the Province on .the 5th of

July was very vague and uncertain; no indication whatever, not any one

su‘Spectedhperson was thereby pointed out. The Presidentdid not slight it, but

no result was obtained from the measures which he and the subaltern authorities

adopted. Until the 11th of October, on which the pilot—boat made her appear-

ance, eVerything led to the belief, either that that rumour was groundless, 01‘

that the plan had been frustrated by the vigilance evinced by the authorities.

Three months having elapsed Without the authorities on shore 01', the

cruizers, including the Commander of the British war—steamer- “-Rifleman,”

having perceived any indication which might cause suspicion; how, under such

circumstances, can a fact be considered strange and unjustifiable, offlthe arrival

of a vessel at that almost desert shore, and that it should have been impossible

for the local authorities to secure the total seizure of the Africans and of their

introducers? ' '

Mr. Jerningham says that the subsequent information received, of two pilot-

boats having been sent to the River Zaire, from'whence they were to- return
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with Africans to Brazil, was enough to give force to the information of the 5th

of July, and to keep the authorities on the alert until the ulterior destination of
those pilot-boats should be known.

The Undersigned requests Mr. Jerningham to consider, first, that the
information respecting the two pilot-boats was communicated by Her Britannic
Majesty’s chation to this Ministiy, on the 27th of September last; and
secondly, that that information indicated as suspicmus points only those
comprised between Bahia and Campos—so much so, that Mr. Jerningham
only recommended the Imperial Government to use great vigilance, and to
establish cruizers, between those points. Such information, therefore, could not,
either from its date 01' from the indications given, contribute to the seizure of
the contraband in Scrinhaem, on the 11th of October, being more successful
than it was.

Notwithstanding, however, all the circumetances herein stated, which the
Undersigned hopes will modify Mr. Jerningham’s opinion that the two facts
which lessen the lustre of the seizure, that is, the flight of the slaver’s crew, and
the abduction of 47 Africans, would have been avoided if the Delegate of Police,
Colonel Drummond, who was the nearest to the place where the crime was
committed, and the first who was apprized of it, had proceeded with that activity
and rigOur which his duty dictated.

The information obtained by the Chief of Police unhappily leads to the
belief that that authority, to Whom, besides, ,the British Consul attributes all the
merit of the seizure, was the cause of the occurrence of those facts, in not
guarding against them at once. '

The despatches and orders of the President of the Province, issued since the
5th of July, have not been so‘ useless as it appears to Mr. .Ierningham; they
have had the salutary effect of disheartening those persons of that place who
were implicated in that speculation, or were disposing themselves to join in it.
Had that not been the case, the pilot—boat, having anchored close to the Island
of Santo Aleixo on the 11th of October, would not have remained there without
some person from the shore going off to her, and without the smallest attempt
being made for effecting a landing before the 12th, when, from a fortuitous
circumstance, she precipitately entered the Bar of Serinhaem, and there was
stranded. Had not that been the case, after this accident and during the
interval which elapsed until the arrival of the detachment of police, on the 13th,
at daybreak, the introducers and their accomplices would have done more than
taking away. 47 Africans.

Evidently those criminals knew that in the town of Serinhaem, and neigh-
bouring districts, there were authorities who would not consent to the commission
of their criminal designs, and whose vigilance they could not escape.

' The Undersigned asSui'ed Mr. Jerningham that the Imperial Government
neither required nor wished to dissimulate anything which might be correct:
in the vague accusations which appeared in the opposition newspapers of
Pernambuco; that, on the contrary, they were desirous that everything should
be investigated, and that they were determined most severely to punish that
criminal attempt, without caring for the quality of the delinquents.

The facts above stated prove that this assurance given by the Undersigned
was not an empty promise; and what follows, the more confirms and demon-
strates it. . ’

The Imperial Government were not satisfied with the result of the first
investigations of the Chief of the Police, although they- led to the discovery of
9 0f the missing Africans, and the impeachment of' eight individuals as authors
and accomplices in that illicit Traffic, in conformity with the Law of the 4th of
September, 1850. ‘ .

Desirous not only to save from slavery the 33 Africans who were not met
with during the searches and investigations of that authority, as well as to render
as exemplary as may be possible the punishment on their part of the fresh relapse
of the slave-traders and of their accomplices in the Empire, the Imperial
Government ordered, in a despatch of the 31st ultimo, the following: first, that
the Delegate of-Police should be made answerableas being suspected cf having
consented to the escape of the captain of the pilot—boat, and 0f conniving With his
son, one of the impeached persons; secondly, that searches were to be repeated
of the suspected places, with thepresence 0f the Chief of the Police, or of some-
other trustworthy authority,- in order to the seizure of the 38 stolen Africans ;
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thirdly, that fresh steps and i nvestigations Should be taken and instituted for the

imprisonment of the impeached delinquents, and the indictment of others who

may pcrehance become known, by virtue of such fresh proofs as may be

collected. '

These acts, solely dictated by the honour and interests of the Empire, will,

the Undersigned trusts, have the effect of convincing Mr. Jemingham that the

desire of the Imperial Government to extinguish the Slave Trade to Brazil cannot

be more sincere and decided than it is.
The Undersigned, Ste.

(Signed) JOSE MARIA DA SILVA PARANHOS.

 

Tnclosure 2 in No. 144.

Sentence.

(Translation. ),
, THE inquest at pages of the record of the arrest, recognition, and

examination, at pages and other parts of the process, subject to imprison-

ment, for having incurred the penalty of the 2nd Article of the Law of the

7th of November, 183], the defendants Jofio José de Farias, Augusto Cezar

de Mesquita ou Menezes, Manoel Elias Salgado, Manoel Fidelis do Nascimento,

Antonio da Silva Pereira, D1'.Antonio Menezes Vasecncellos de Drummond,

Francisco de Paula Cavaleanti VVanderley, known as “ Chico Caeador,” and José

Francisco Aecioli Luis, known as Cazumba, the first two being considered

authors and the others accomplices, according to the 3rd Article of the Law of ~

the 4th of September 1850, No. 581 : Jofio José de Farias, because, according

to the depositions of the first, third, fourth, sixth, seventh, and eighth

witnesses, he dispatched the pilot-hoat from Angola, laden with Africans, and is

considered as the owner, or one of the owners, of the vessel and her' cargo, and

Augusto Cezar de Mesquite- ou Menezes (or whatever his name may be), for

having been the captain of the vessel, of whom Manoel Fidelis do Nascimento-

speke in his interrogatory at page , and the informer Honorio Fiel das Nives,

in the declaration at page , and all the witnesses. The following defendants

are considered as accomplices, and pronounced as such—viz., Manoel Elias

Saigado, Nascimento, and Silva Pereira; the first, because, being Head Inspector

of the Ward, and having been ordered to call upon the citizens to go with him

for the purpose: of capturing and keeping possession of the vessel and her cargo,

as at page , he assisteti the disembarkation 0f the abducted Africans, -,

consenting to the robbery, and retiring from the vesSel, where he should have

remained, as is deposed by‘ the first and second witnesses, adding that the third,

sixth, and eighth witnesses even accuse him of having taken some Africans for

himself ; Manoel Fidelis, because, from his own confession in- the interrogatory

at page , and depositionsof witnesses second, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth,

1.2: was the person who conducted the captain of the slaver to the shore. and

various articles belonging to that vessel were found in his house, by which

proceeding he aided and intervened in the illicit landing; Silva Pereira, likewise,

because he lent his aid to the illegal Slave Trade, and took away some of the

imported Africans, for, ‘he being a resident near the Bar of Serinhaem, where he

was present on the occasion of the pilot-boat’s arrival, and the seizure of 162

Africans, and Which necesssarily must have been a solemn act, and for that

reason would have called to it the attention of the dwellers on that spot, he

artfully declared, in his interrogatory at page ‘ , that he had seen nothing;

because he keptat home, having no curiosity, whereas Honorio Fiel, in his

information at page , declared that the defendant treated and dined with the

captain of the slaver in his own house, where his trunks were kept, without the

defendant’s having informed the authority of it, 91' made any revelation in this

respeet—t‘acts, these, which are confirmed by the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth

witnesses, and were not. contradicted in a satisfactory manner by the defendant,

although present. . The three last before-mentioned defendants are also con-

‘ sidered accomplices, according to the law quoted; Dr. Antonio de Menezes,

because, having treated with the captain of the slaver, and having been with that

person on the beach on the 12th of October, when the pilot-boa‘t was already in

the port, and therefore no apprehension could have been entertained of her

CLASS B. ' '
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escaping that could neutralize her capture, he did not inform against him, not

contribute towards his being captured upon a spot where he would have. been

obeyed by the dwellers on the lands belonging to 1115 father, but allowed him, as

well as his crew, to escape, as is seen in the declaration ot Honorlo, at page ,

and of the third, fifth, sixth, and eighth witnesses; finally, agamst the defendants

Wanderley and Acciolo Luis all the Witnesses depose, accusing them of having
gone On board the pilot—boat when she was entering the port, and of havmg taken
Africans {Tom on board, the fact of that robbery being proved by the seizure of

the 9 Africans in the woods of the Caxoeira Plantation, as‘ is seen in the

respective record of the interrogatory at page to page . Wherefore, I

pronounce the imprisonment. of the said defendants, as havmg incurred the

penalties of the 2nd Article of the said Law of the 7th of November, 1831, the

two first mentioned as authors, and all the others as accomplices, accordmg to the

3rd Article of the Law of the4th of September, 1850. The Clerk of the Court

is to inscribe their names on the List of Delinquents,- and to issue orders for the
capture of those who are absent, &c., &c. '

Recife, November 25, 1855.
(Signed) LUIS CARLOS DE' PAIVA TEIXEIRA,

Chief of Police and Auditor of Marine.

 

Inclosul‘e 3 in No. 144.

The Chief of Police to the Minister of Justice.

(Translation.) Police Ofice of the Capital,
Illustrious and Excellent Sir, . November 15, 1855.

ALTHOUGH I have already Verbally told your Excellency the reasons
why the arrest of Antonio Severino d’jivellar, who is suspected of being engaged
in the Slave Trade, has not been effected, I nevertheless think it my duty to
state by the present, that having, as authorised by your Excellency, decreed the
arrest of that individual 011 his arrival from Europe in the steamer “ Tamar,” it
would not have been effected sooner than yesterday, because as he was residing
in the city of' Nitheroy, and the Chief of the Police of that city, to whom alone
I wished to entrust the execution of that task, was absent on service at Pirahy,
I expected that the said Avellar would have come to this city, according to
custom, but without cfi'ect, he not being personally known to the agents of this
Department, as I myself, for two days running, on the 11th and 12th instant,
waited for him at the landing-piace on the wharf of the steamers, until, fearing
the measures taken would be frustrated, with your Excellency’s authorisation I
officially requested the Delegate of Nitheroy to arrest him, which service he
promptly performed in a most praiseworthy manner.

He (Avellar) is now a prisoner in the barracks of the Permanentis (police
corps), and .will be kept there until sent to some other prison, and as soon as he
has been interrogated, &c., I shall report the same to your Excellency as in duty
bound.

God preserve, &c. 1
(Signed) J0A0 LUIS VIEIRA CAUSAUSAO DE SINIMBU.

No. 145.

Ma Jerm‘ngham t0 the Earl of‘Clarendon.“(Received March 10.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, February 12, 1856.
. I BEG to have the honour to forward copy of a communication from Her

Majesty’s.Consul at Bahia, Mr. Morgan, which reached me yesterday, respecting
the investigations which have» been commenced at Bahia, with regard to the
captured slaver “Mary E. Smith.” V

.It has been intimated to me here, that the Minister of Justice intends to
have the “MarLI/E. Smith,” her captain, crew and passengers, as well as the
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newlv imported Africans, all transferred from Bahia to Rio de Janeiro, in order

that 'the culpable shall not escape from the hands of justice, or the slaves be

unfairly dealt with.
I have, Sac.

(Signed) WM. STAFFORD JERNINGHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 145.

Consul Morgan to M1". Jemingham.

Sir, Bahia, February 4, 1856.

WITH reference to my last despatch of the 30th ultimo, communicating

the capture of the American schooner “ Mary E. Smithffl with 387 Bozal

negroes, by the Imperial Brazilian cruiser “ Olinda,” I have now the honour

to state that the preliminary investigations have only now commenced, owing to

the absence of the “ Olinda,” on board of which were the captain and the Crew

of the captured schooner, as well as the so-ciilled Portuguese passengers. _

Two of the captured negroes speak Portuguese, and have been able to give

an account of themSelves, which is so far satisfactory as to forward the ends of

justice in the prosecution now about to be entered into against the said captain,

crew, and passengers.
The President has promised me copies of the ship’s papers and other

documents, for transmission to the Earl of Clarendon.
I have, 810.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

No. 146.

Mr. Jemingham to the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Received M'arch 10.)

(Extract) ' Rio cle Janeiro, February 12, 1856.

I BEG to have the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a despateh

from Rear-Admiral Johnstone, inclosing copy of a report of proceedings made to

him by Lieutenant Hervey, commanding Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Trident,”

611 his return from his late cruize against the Slave Trade; together with memo-

randum of information obtained by Lieutenant Hervey relative to a brig; name

and nation Unknown, fitted out for slaves, which is stated to have been found by

the inhabitants near the River Barre Secca, abandoned on shore, about fourteen

months ago. '

 

Inclosure l in No. 146.

Rear~‘-Admiml Johnstone to 547'. Jemingham.

‘ Sin, “ Indefatigable,” Rio de Janeiro, Februm'y 6, 1856.

WITH reference to your letter to the senior office‘rof the 27th of December

last, I have now the honour to inclose a' copy 'of the report of proceedings

which I received from Lieutenant Hervey of Her Majesty’s ship “ Trident,” on

'his return to this port yesterday afternoon, as. well as of a memorandum Of

information obtained relative to a brig, name and natiOn unknown, fitted for

slaves, and Which is stated to have been found abandoned near Rio Berra Secca,

about fourteen months since. '
' ‘ I have, &c. " ‘

(Signed) W. J. HOPE JOHNSTONE.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 146.

Meutenant- Commander Hervey to Rear-Admiml Jolmstone.

Sir, “ Trident,” Rio de Janeiro, February 5, 1856.

I HAVE to' report that in obedience to your orders I left Rio de Janeiro
in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Trident,” under my command, on the 29th of
December, 1855.. On the lst of January the key of the air-pump connecting
rodibroke, and there being nospzn'e one on board, I had to dispense with steam
for six hours, while a temporary one was being made. This accident, combined
with strong north-easterly winds which we eiiperienced off Cape Frio, delayed
our arrival at Espirito Santo till 6 P.M. on the 2nd of January. .

On the morning of the 3rd, I proceeded to the town, off which I fo’und Her
Majesty’s steamer “Rifleman ” at anchor, and having visited the Vice-President
of the province, arrived of Port Alegre, Rio Mueul'y, on the evening of the
4th of January. I waited here till the merninfir of the 6th to procure a pilot, the '
charts of this part of the coast being very incorrect, and the whole ab‘ounding
With rocks and shoals, the channels through which are only known to the
fishermen and pilots in the vicinity, one of whom I retained on board during my .
stay in the neighbourhood. I then proceeded to Villa Vieoza, arriving the
same day, and sailed again on the 7th for Rio Caravelias, where I anchored the
same evening. I remained here till the 10th of January, when I moved on, to
Alcobaea, returning to Caraveilas on the 12t11,4v11ex'e I remained at anchor
about six miles off the land till the 22nd of January, When Imoved to the
southward as far as Villa Vieoza, remaining here till the 26th, when I proceeded
to Port Alegre, Rio Mncury, and which place I left the next morning.

At Villa Vigoza, Qal’avellas, and Alcobaea,x I visited the chief authorities
to endeavour to procure infomnatidnas to the state of the Slave Trade at these
places, and the expected arrival of the vessel named in my orders, of which they
had not been apprised by the Brazilian Govermnent; the latest information they
had received was in October last, respecting the master and crew of the vessel
that had been seized with slaves nearl’ernanlbuco, Whom they had orders to
arrest, and to observe Vigilance in preventing a dehaijkation of negroes in their
several districts; and‘from all the inibrmatipn I 'could collect respecting the
Traffic in Blacks at the places visitedythere are .no grounds for believing any
vessel is expected at any of them, or that any sieves have been landed in their
vicinity for a considerable time, although the rivers at Viila' Vieoza, Caravellas,
and Alcobaea, afford every thcility for carrying on the Traffle, and which the
authorities acknowledged. ‘ _

The intricacy of the navigation, known- only to the fishermen on the coast,
prevents ships of war approaching, and I was informed that the “ Trident ” was
the first English ship of war that had ever visited those places.

" At Caravellas, the bar at the entrance of the river has about ten feet water
' on it, low tide, With a rise and fall of about six feet, and vessels of 120 tons and
upwards trade there from Bahia and Rio de Janeiro. At the entrance of the

' river‘is an establishment for whale oil, and it was said that last year as many as
seventy Whales had been captured. The town itself is between six and seven
miles up, the river, with five fathoms water abreast of it; the deepest water.
about seven fathoms, being inside the hat, the depths mid—channel up to the
town five and six fathoms. ‘ .

On the 20th'Janua1‘y a. Brazilian brigantine of war passed us from the
northward,which I learnt had touched at Alcobaga from Bahia, passing through
the inner channel, and returning to the northward outside the Abrolhos. I was
infbrmed that Brazilian cruizers are seldom seen at any of the above places,
and that there had not been one fOr two years previously. -

Onthe 29th of January I anchored off Espirito Santo, and, having visited
the Vice-President, sailed on ‘the 30911. On. the 3rd of February I anchored ofi'
Armaefio, and left on the -'morning of the 4th for this port, to await further
orders. ‘

I have,i&c. v _
(Signed) R. B. HERVEY.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 146.

Memorandum of Information relative to a Brig, name and nation unknown, fitted

for Slates, stated to have been found abandoned near Rio Barra Seam, about

fourteen months since.

Reports—

THAT about fourteen months since a brig, name and nation unknown, was

found on shore with all sail set, abandoned, and equipped for Slave Trade, near

Barre Secca, between St. Mattheo and Rio Doce ; the master and crews of the

said vessel arrived at Caravellas, with their clothes, &c., stating that they had

been wrecked on the neighbouring coast. '

After their departure from Caravellas, a person came there from St. Mattheo, ’

who stated that a brig had been wrecked about seven leagues south of that

village, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, but abandoned. .

The launch of the brig, it is said, was sold bythe master at the bar of ,

Caravellas, and was pointed out to the informer as having belongedto that

vessel. 4 ' '

The master was a Spaniard and the crew Portuguese ; and a person at

St. Mattheo had in his possession some fire-arms which were found on board

the brig, as she was plundered of everything by the inhabitants of St. Mattheo

and Rio Doce, with not a vestige of her now remaining. '

 

No. 147.

The Earl of Clarendon to M'. Jemingham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice,.March 17; 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th ultimo, reporting the capture

o’fl' St. Mattheos by the Brazilian war-schooner “ Olinda,” of the American

vesse “ Mary. E. Smith,” with 387 slaves on board ; and I have to acquaint

you that I approve the note Which you addressed to the Brazilian Minister for

Foreign Affairs on learning the capture of thie vessel. 7

I have at the same .to instruct- you to express to the Brazilian Government

the great satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s Government has received the

intelligence of this capture. ‘

' ' » I am, 8w.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘No. 148.

, The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jemiflgham.

'Sir, , Fbreign Ofice, March 17, 1856.

’ I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th ultimo,=ll= inclosing a note

addressed to you by Senhor Paranhos, in Which‘he defends the conduct of the

Brazilian authorities with respect to the recent landing of slaves at Serinhaem; ,

I have to state that it appears to me that Senhor Paranhos does not satis-

factorily exonerate the Government authorities of the Province of Pernambuco,

from the complaiht which has been made against them, that they have failed to

exert sufficient vigour in repressing this scandalous violation of the law; and that

they have fmm vindictive motives selected innocent persons for prosecution,

whilst those seriously implicated, such as the local Chief of Police, and others, '

have been allowed to escape with impunit .

And I have to direct you to express to Senhor Paranhos the hope of Her

Majesty’s Government that the future proceedings of the Brazilian Government

in this affair will be such as to‘ prove that they are determined that the

""' No. 14-1.
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provincial authorities On every part of the coast of Brazil shall be encouraged

and stimulated to exert the same laudable activity 111 puttnig down the Slave

Trade, as was shown by the authorities of St. Matthew’s 1n the affair of the

“ E. S 'th."
Mary ' W I am, 850.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Nb. 149.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerm'ngham. ‘

Sir, ” ' F'areign 01%“, March 27, 1856.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch. from
‘Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagosfi“ reporting the revival of the Slave Trade 1n the

Bight of Benin, and I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of

Mr. Campbell’s despatch to the Brazilian Government. ‘
I am, 8zc.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 150.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Jerningham.

Sir, _ » Foreign Ofice, March 29, 1856.

I TRANSMIT, herewith, a copy of a despetemL which I havereceived from
Mr. Campbell, Her' Majesty’s Consul at Lagoe, complaining of the barbarous '
egnduct of the masters of two Portuguese vessels, named the “ General Rego ”
and the “ Emiliag” towards several liberated Africans whom they had engaged to
convey from Bahia to Lagos. ‘ , '

It appears that what occurred in the case of the “ General Rego” was
most deplorable, for the, master forced 4O Africans to land at Whydah, a
notorious slave-mart, where they' were first plundered of their property, and were '
then sent to the King of Dahomey, who put them to death becatise they were
Egbas', with which nation he is at enmity; and in the case of the “Emilia,”
l5 Africans were put on shore at Aghwey, and although they were fortunately
enabled to escape from thence, their property was detained on board the
vessel. ' . ‘

I have to instruct you to cmnmunicate the contents of Mr. Campbell’s
despatch to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afl’airs, and to state that Her
Majesty’s Government feel convinced that the Imperial Government will be
ready to take any measures which may be in their power, in order to prevent the
recurrence of such heartless and creel treatment of the Africans who are forced
by the Government of Brazil to quit that country as soon as they have been
liberated; and you will recommend to his Excellency the adoption of the plan
suggested by Mr. Campbell. of obiiging the owhers of vessels» taking liberated
Africans from the ports of Brazil to give bond.for the disembarkation of such
passengers and of their property at the places designated at the time of departure
by the‘Africans themselves. ,

. I am, &c. V
(Signed) CLARENDON. '

 

.95 No.30. , + No.29. ..  
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No. 151.

TheEarl of Clarendon to Mr. JerninghamQ

Sir, V Foreign Ofice, March 31, 1856.

I TRANSMIT, herewith, a copy of a despatch which I have received from

Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon,* stating that Senhor Monteiro, the Brazilian

Minister at that Court, had communicated to him, by direction of his, Govern-

ment, infermation respecting the order given by that Government for 'the expul-

sion from Brazil 0f the Portuguese slave-dealer Antonio Severino de Avellar,

and also respecting the clandestine departure from Rio de Janeiro to Loanda of

, Francisco José da Rosa, who is suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade.

I have to instruct you to thank the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afi'airs for

having instructed Senhor Monteiro to communicate the above information to

Mr. Howard.
' I am, &e.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 152.

The Earl ‘of Clarendon to Mr. Jerm'ngham.

Sir, , t _ , . . Foreign Oflice, March 31, 1856.’

I TRANSMIT, herewith, cppies of aletter addressed'by the British Consul

at Oporto to Mr. Howardn" and of a despatch from Mr. Howard,1 respecting the

case ‘of a Brazilian slave named José 'Maria, who escaped 'from the Brazilian
brig “ Iris,” at, Oporto, in August [855, was, then taken prisoner, and was; on

the 23rd "ultimo. put on board a Brazilian vessel in orderrto be sent heme

to his master, upon which occasion the slave having endeavoured to regain

his liberty was wounded and taken back to prison.
You Will learn from Mr. Howard’s despatch that although Senhor Monteiro,

the Brazilian Minister at Lisbon, was obliged to make a formal application to

the Portuguese Government for the extradition of José Maria, yet he took'every

possible step in order to secure the liberation of the slave, and obtained from his

Government the issue of an order directing the competent authorities in Brazil

to prevent the embarkation of slaves on board vessels bound for Portugal ; end

I have to instruct you to express to. the. Brazilian Minister for FOreign Affairs

the Satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s Government have viewed the

proceedings of Senhor Monteiro in this afl'air,-and the :orderslissued by the-

Brazilian Government thereupon. '
‘Iam, &c. . _ ...

(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

 

"T' _No. 260. I 1‘ Inelosure in No. 256. ’ t]; No. 1,261.
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No. 153. ,

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendan.-—(Receioed April 13.)

My Lord, Bahia, March 17, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship translated
extracts from the speech of the President of thie province on the opening of the
Provincial Assembly on the lst instant.

Your Lordship will find in these extracts gt confirmation of the facts I had
the honour to communicate to you in my deepatches of the lst and 4th of
January? of the complete cessation of the Traffic, and that the present able
President, Dr. J05.0 Mauricio Wanderley, is equally convinced of the barbarpus
system now practised of exporting slaves from this port to Rio de Janeiro, Wind},
it' permitted to be continued, will ultimately injure considerably the agrlcultural
interests of Bahia. '

It is also satisfactory to observe that since the passing of the Imperial
Decree No. 1,103 of the 28th September, 1853, no less than 136 emancipated
Africans have received their tickets of freedom in this province, and I have no
doubt that the remainder on serving their apprenticeship will eventually recover
the rights of free men.

I have, &c. '
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure in No. 153.

Eetmctsfrom the Speech of the Preeidcnt of the PTO’D'che of Bahia, addressed
to the Provincial Legislative Assembly on; the lst of March, 1855.

('l‘ranslation.)

NO disembarkation of slaves or any attempt at this crime has taken place,
neither has there been the least suspicion. ‘ '

Of the slaves captured at times previous to the Law of the 4th September,
1850, and who, distributed amongst'private indiViduals, were under thermanage-
ment of the Judge ofOrphans, have passed to that ofrthp Solicitor-Geneml, 252,
of whom 136 obtained papers of freedom, which are in their possession, in
accordance with the provisions of the Decree No. 1,103 of 28th of September,
1853, and the remaining 116 will obtain them} if they appeareomprehended in
this latter disposition.

The female slaves have had 124 children, who are under the care of the
Solicitor-General, and are delivered to masters or to respectable families who
look after them. That proportion Who are nearing their majority come under
the denomination of Brazilian citizens, being so by the fact of their birth.

Of the slaves captured since the- above-named Law, there exist 374, all
distributed amongst the public establishments or employed in the works of the
provmce.

The injury arising frbm the want of labourers will be felt at no distant
period, should the emigration of slaves becdntinued to the southern ports of

* Class B, presented 1855, Nos; 188 and 190‘  
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the Empire, without it be substituted by some other means, or this barbarous

Traffic prohibited, which is but a repetition of the horrors that accompanied the

old Traffic to the coast of Africa, while it tends to‘ impoverish the province

The duty of Rs. 100$000, levied on exportation is not sufficient to diminish

the evil. During the last year I ,835 slaves were exported, namely, 583 taken away

from the field; 836 from this city and its neighbouring towns and hamlets ; and

4H5 without declaration from whence they came. T0 Rio de Juneiro alone 1,692

slaves were sent. In a few years where will our agriculture find the required

supply of labour for those that are taken away from us? It is necessary that

we should think of the future in order not to leave our successors an impove-

rished land which our ancestors left to us in a rich and progreSSing condition.

I have tried to obtain a statistic of the product of the culture of the sugar

cane, to furnish you With its details. From the returns, the number ofthe sugar

mills in the province is 1,651 ; of these, 253 are Worked by water, 144 by steam,

and 1.274 by animals.
The number of labourers regularly employed in those mills are from 48,000

to 50,000 individuals, of which near 40,000 are slaves, and the remainder are

free.
,

The produce of those mills, one year with another, is 4,000,000 of m'robas

of sugar, 200,000 to 300,000 arrobas of rapaduras, and 5,000,000 gallons of

molasses. . ,

 

'No. 154.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received May 14.)

MyLord, , Bahia, March 31, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship the accompaning Lists,

Nos. 1 and 2, of the trade between this port and the coast of Africa during the

quarter ended this day.
_ _ I have, 8m. .

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.
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No. 155.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 14.)

My Lord, ' ' , .Bahia, April 3, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatches of the 7th and 21st February last,* in the latter of which I am

instructed to communicate 'with Mr. Consul Campbell at Lagos, from time

to time, any intelligence respecting the equipment of vessels at Bahia, or any

movements connected with the Slave Trade, which may prove useful to him in

his endeavours tothwart the'proceedings of the slave-dealers. ‘

I shall not fail to comply With your instructions.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

No. 156.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendonr—(Received June 16.)

My Lord, , Bahia, May 16, 1855..

WITH reference to the subject-matter of my despatch of the 26th

December 1ast,1' and your Lordship’s despatch of the 28th March: I beg

to add, that the BrazilianLaw No. 708 of the 14th October, 1850, Article

XXXII, specifies the cases where a legal presumption may be entertained

that a vessel is employed in the Traffic of Slaves in relation to the number of

empty casks or loose staves shipped from a Brazilian port, but it makes no

' mention of a cargo in transit through a Brazilian port-Which had already been

subj ect to the requirements of the regulations and laws of the foreign country to

which that vessel: belonged, the more so when that cargo never toucheé

Brazilian soil. ' '

This was the case with the French barque “ Camelia,” and it now appears

that the Minister of France at Rio de Janeiro has protested against the

interpretation given to that law by the Export Office of this city, demanding

the rescission of the bend given by the consignees of the “ Camelia,” and claiming

acompensation of 20 per Cent. on the value of that bond for the three eureties

then tendered, besides the expenses arising on the ship’s detention.

The Imperial Government at once erderedl .the bond to be cancelled, and

the compensation is, I understand, likely to be granted‘at the instance of the

said Minister of France.

 

I have, 810.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

No. 157.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Qlare~ndon.——(Received August 14.)

My Lord, Bahia, June 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to’ transmit herewith to your Lordship, the half-yearly

Return oi' the prices of slaves in this city.
. I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN Jun.

 

* * Class B, presented 1855, N05. 186 and 187.

1‘ Ibid., N0. 185. 21'. Ibid., N0. 191.
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Inclosure in No. 157.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Bahia, at the respective

times undermentionedw

 ! 1

1 For the 11ulf-year endmg December 3'1’ 3 For the half-yczw ending June 30, 1855.

 

 

; 1354.
Description. S

i Currency. Sterling. 1 Currency.‘ Sterling.

. ”511m. Reis. £' 3. (I. .4: s. d.§ 111213., Rois. 1: s. 11. £ 3. .1.
. African males . ...; 90031910003105 0 0 1011013 4,1,0001101000111512 6 to 127 a 11.

Dittofemules- .. 3503 950; 99 .11 4 110.10 0; 95111 1,000st 1010 11512 0

Creole-males ...!1,000,¢'1,100311013 4 1-23 0 1121,1001 1,200,427 3 9 13311: 0

_ Ditto,w,it11profcssions. ...;1,500,r; 2,000; 175 0 0 233 0 1121,7009 2,200,;19011 3 v 254 7 0

Ditto,females . ...? 900,; 9505105 0 0 11010 8;I,000_$ 1,1001115 12 0 127 3 9  
 

‘ _ (Signed) JOHN MORGAN, 'Jum, Consul.

British Consuiate, Bald", June 30, 1855.

 

N0. 158.

Causal A/Iorgtm to the Earl of ‘ClnrendmL-l;(Renewed August 14.)

My Lord, Bahia, June 30,‘ 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to' you1‘,Lordship, the accom-

panying Lists, Nos. 1 and 2, of the trade between this port and the coast of Africa

during the quarter ended this day. 7
' ‘ I have, &c. , »

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.
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No. 159.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendonn—(Received November 14.)

My Lord, Bahia, October 1, 1855.

I‘ HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the' accom-
panying Lists, Nos. 1 and 2, 'of the trade between this port and the coast of
Africa during the quarter ended yesterday. ’

I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, . Jun.
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No. 160.

Circular to Her Majesty's Consuls in Brazil.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, January 19, 1856.

A CASE having occurred in which one of“ Her Majesty’s Consuls in Brazil,
actuated, I believe, by motives of benevolence, undertook to purchase and to

assume the guardianship 0f3 young slaves, lhave to state to you that such a pro-

ceeding on the part of any British subject is contrary to the laws of England, and

especially to the Statute 6 and 7 Vict., cap. 98? which absolutely forbids British

subjects to own or hold slaves under any circumstances, and renders their so

doing criminal, without regard to their motives or intentions, or even to the

ultimate advantage which might accrue therefrom to such slaves.
I am, &c.

($ig'ned) CLARENDON;

 

No. 161.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Olarendon.—-(.Received February 12, 1856.)

My Lord, Bahia, December 31, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith ’g‘o your Lordship, the half—yearly
Return of the prices of slaves in this city. ‘ '

h . I have, 850.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure in No. 161.

Rn'rukfi of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Bahia, at the respective

' times undermentionegl.

 

 

 

   
 

. V For the Imlf-year ending June 30, ”55. E For the haif—yenrleslggihg December 31,

Description. , I V

‘ Currency. Sterling. ‘ Currency. Sterling. ,

Reis.“ Reis. £ 7% d. £ 8; 1L: Reis. Refs. £ 8. d. ‘ £ a. d.
Africuumales o. .. .. 1,000,9tol,100{1115 l2 6 to 127 3 9il,000,§ Ito 1,100,141”; 13 4 to 128 6 8

Diflufcrmdes .. n . 950;? 1,000510916710 115 12 G: 950; 1,000511016 8 11613 4

Check: males .. .. 1,1093 1,2oum7 '3 9 138 15 021,100; 1,200,; 128 6 a; 140 o 0

Dim, withprofcssions . 1,700.; 2,200,9‘196 11 3 254 7 6:],7003 2,20%193 6 s 256 13 4

DIN), females . , .. "1,0003, I,I00;?115 12 h' 127 3 9:1,00033‘ 1,100.“!6 1:1 4 I28 6 G

. (Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun, Co'nsul.
British Corimlate, Bahia, December 31, 1855-.
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No. 162.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.~(Recei1:ed February 12, 1856.)

My Lord; v " ' ' ' Bahia, December 31, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the accom-

panying Lists, Nos. 1 and 2, of the trade between this port and the coast of

Africa during the quarter ended this day. '

It is to me very satisfactory to be again able to acquaint your Lordship that

no- attempt, or sign of an attempt of any kind,’ exists or has existed during the

present year to renew the Traffic. Although the cholera has made frightful

havoc amongst the slave pepulation in the province, and I regret to say is’

not yet completely extinct on several sugar estates, the general feeling appears

to repel the idea of making good the loss by illicit importations frOm the coast

of Africa.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

CLASS. B.
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No. 163.

Consul Morgan to the Earl qfvClarendon.——(Receivéd March 10.)

My Lord, . Bahia, February 13, 1856. ‘

I HAVE the honour to report that the American schooner “Mary E.

Smith,” which was the subject of Mr. Grattan’s idespatch to your Lordship on

the 15th September last, aecompanied by a memorandum furnished. to him by

the Collector of Customs at Boston, was captured on the 20th ultimo ofl'

St. Matthew’s by the Imperial Brazilian cruizer “ Olinda,” and brought into this

port with 387 Bozal Africans. v

It appears the master of this slayer had previously, on the coast of Rio de V

Janeiro, attempted to effect a. landing, but being repulsed by the police, came

northward, determined at some point or other to carry out his nefarious resolu-

tion, for which purpose, feigning distress, he entered the Port of St. Matthew’s,

in the Province of Espirito Santo, about six degrees south of this city.

From the vigilance then evinced on the landing of two of her Portuguese

passengers, Manoel da Costa Bastos and Joz‘io José Vienna, who no doubtvare

interested parties, it soon became clearto them that they were suspected, and

an intention existed on the part of theauthorities to capture the schoonerf in

port ; on' which, hurrying on board, she soon stood out to sea, but in the

short space of a few hours afterwards was captured by the aboveamentioned

crulzer. 4
I never heard or saw a more distressing case of slave-trading than the one

the “111mg E. Smith” has offered. With a capacity of only 122 tons, 500

human beings were crammed into her on the coast of Africa, of whom 133 had

died previous to her capture, and subsequently, until her arrival in this port, 67

Africans expired from exhaustion consequent on starvation and disease, their

bodies being eaten into by vermin. Of the remainder landed, 76 have been

buried; and of the survivors, 109 are in the hospital sufl‘ering from the disease

contracted on board. Such is the deplorable result of this inhuman Traflic.

But as a retributive act of justice the master and three Seamen are likewise

at present in the hospital, dangerously ill from the effects of disease caught from

the unfortunate individuals whom they were instrumental in tearing away from

their country. . ' _

All the ship’s papers Were fortunately seized at the time the schooner was

captured. Her crew is composed of — Cranovich, an ,AiIstrian by birth but a

citizen of the United States, known well on this coast as having been for many

years mate in the Brazilian steam-packet service on the line from Rio de Janeiro

to Para; several American and two Portuguese seamen. The two so-called

passengers are residents of Rio de Janeiro, and supposed to be members of an

, Association formed there some time ago, and in Portugal, for slave-trading

purposes. . ‘
I regret to add, that from the investigations made on board by the Chief of

Police, four more vessels purchased in the United States and belonging to the

same Association, are expected with Africans. The first expected is named the

' “fifary Stuart.” ' . y

7‘1 have also been in communication with ‘the‘Pi'esident of the Province, 0n

thissubject, as well for the purpose of obtaining information as to watch the

nature of the steps taken to punish “the guilty.‘ I have expressed to his

Excellency, in the name. of Her Majesty’s Government, my congratulations On

the Vigilance exercised by the authorities on the coast; but added thehinasmuch

as this was the first example of a seizure in fiagmnte of the crew and papers of a

slaver by a Brazilian cruizer, since the passing- of the Law of the 4th September,’

1850, your Lordship will naturally expect the. utmost severity of" that law to; be

enforced against the men-stealers, both as. a warning to, others and in proof of

the good faith of the Government. The President then requested me to furnish

him with a copy of Mr. Grattan’s despatch to your Lordship and of the memo;

randum attachedrto it, in order to trace the guilt of the parties, and to serve as

circumstantial evidence on their prosecution before the Auditor of Marine, and

with that request I did not hesitate invcomplying, - -. ~

Although promised by the President copies of the ship’s papers and other  
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documents, to transmit to your Lordship, I have not yet received them, which I
shall not delay doing as soon as they come to hand.

I inclose herewith copies of' my communications with Her Majesty’s
Legation at Rio, and add thereto translation of a leading article of one of the
journals of this city, as it is characteristic of the reaction experienced during
Some considerable time past in this city in respect to the African Trafi’ic.

In conclusion, allow me to express the satisfaction I feel that in all the
investigations which have taken place at the Police, no individual residing
within this Consular district is suspected of having had any dealings in this
nefarious case.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure l in No. 163.

Consul Morgan to the President of the Province of Bahia.

(Tmnslation.) .

Illustrious and most Excellent Sir, Bahia, January 31, 1856.

IN conformity with the request made to me this morning by your Excel-
lency, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of the despatch addressed
by Her Majesty’s Consul at Boston to the Earl of Clarendon, as well of the
memorandum furnished by the Collector of that port to Mr. Grattan; all of
which relate to the American schooner “Mary E. Smith,” lately captured by
the Imperial cruizer “ Olinda,” on the heights of St. Matthew’s.

I'eivail, &c.
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

r

Inclosure 2 in No. 163.

 

Consul Morgan to Mr. Jerningham, January 30, 1856.

[See Inclosure 2 in "No. 142.]

 

Inclosure 3 in No, 163.

Consul 1110?ch to 2119'. Jeminghdm, February 4, 1856.

[See Inclosure in N9. 145.]

 

Inclosure 4 in N0, 163.

Ewtractfrom the “ Co-r-reio M'ercantil” ofBahia, February 8, 1856.

(Translation .)

IT had appeared to us that the ambition of some‘men, to whom the world
is too small—after the oft-repeated . attacks of the British cruizers in eVery
quarter against vessels employed in the infamous Slave Tmtfic— was without
life, and’ that their calculations- were without effect; which besides the above
drawbacks, the efficacy of our Izm's, the patriotism and good faith of the Govern-
ment, and the perfect understanding of the Brazilian authorities to maintain the
salutary measure of the repression of the 'l‘rafiic, thereby placing barriers to the
thirst for gold on the part of these African Midases; ~we repeat we had thereby
expecte‘d‘to have rendered useless the temerity of the slave-dealers who should
yet have pretended to put into execution their damnable intents and mal-
practices.

But, on the contrary, deceived without doubt by the great promises of
profit, an American schooner, with a cargo of BozaIAfricans, arrived off our
shores, with the intent of flagellating and discrediting us, with the inte’ntiOn of
landing them at St. Matthew’s. Happily; however, one ‘of our cruizers, the
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“ Olinda,” cruizing towards the south, showed to the contrabandist that the

Brazilian cruizers understood the orders and intentions of Government, and

watch the interests and credit of a nation that knows how to fulfil with dignity

the 'l‘reaties she has entered into, and to maintain its rights with that circum-

spection belonging to an enlightened and philanthropic Government, and which

by this seizure gave a sure proof of its activity and recognized zeal in the police

of our coasts.
. ,

The worthy British Consul resident here was already in possession of the

projected contraband and unsuccessful speculation, from communications from

the Consul of his nation at Boston, from whence the schooner had taken her

departure. Hence, therefore; the reason of the frequent Visits of Her Britannic

Majesty’s ships along the coasts» of this province, Pernambuco, 8:0. But

notwithstanding this, we say it with pride, it was not necessary for the British

cruizers to assist us to capture the Ameriean schooner “fifa'ry E. Smith,”

because the vigilance 0f the “Olinda” dispensed the action of the authorities

where the landing of the Africans was intended; thereby showing it is impos-

sible now-e—days to find amongst us the slightest protection of this infamous

Traffic, as nobody would subject himself to its penalties, neither will there be

any more impunity offered to the transgressors, even should they elude the

vigilance of the cruizers, and effect a landing.

, It i‘s,'therefove, time that those to whom religion, laws, and humanity are

ehimerical ideas, should be deceived. The Government of Brazil, conscious of

its dignity and its duty, will no longer tolerate in Brazil this Traffic, whatever

maybe the force of circumstances which demand labour for our agricultural

districts, the principal fountain of'the riches of nations whichp‘ossess so blessed

a soil as our own, and where nature has opened its treasures for our happiness

and independence.
The aim of all Brazilians, and of all true friends of humanity and progress,

is directed towards colonisation on a great scale; v and, if it is not already

advanced as it was to he desired, we must blame ourselves, as it is from the

apathy 01’ indolence of those who ought to have placed themselves at the head

of such a gigantic enterprise, and not to have allowed themselves to be deceived

with the criminal labour coming from the coast of Africa. (Which was received

With satisthction, without counting upon our vital interests), and from whence

emanated the horrid cancer that corrupts nations living in the dependence of

such a miserable auxiliary, but which only helps them to their degradation

and fall.
, ,7 ,, ,

‘We have, however, faith in the men who new direct the reins Of Govern-

ment. From them depends our future well-being, and from their patriotism We

have much to expect. From such a patriotic and illustrious Government depends

our salvation, and the desire to develop the colonisation of Brazil, which is to

us the desideratum, in order to favour industry, animate commerce and agri-

culture, the indispensable elements of the support of Governments, and for the

Requirement of the riches of nations. ,

 

No. 164-.

Consul llIO-rgu-n to the Earl of Clwreudon.—(Rece'£ved March 10.)

MyLord,
Bahia, February 14, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the yearly list of slaves exported

to Rio de Ja'neiro during the past year.

From August to the end of the year, when the cholera was most intense in'

this province, the exportation was none, but since then it has again commenCed.

The great demand from Rio de Janeiro, and the high price paid, is an inducement

the small proprietor and the needy cannot resist.

The provincial enactment of last year, raising the duty to Rs. 100535000, or

11 l. 138. 411., is not sufficient to put a stop to this coasting Traffic, that drains

the province, which has lately so much suffered by cholera.
I have, 83c. - 7 ,

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.
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Inclosui'c in No. 164.

LIST of' Slaves exported from Bahia to Rio de Janeiro with Passports.

 

1855 ' No.
January . . . . . . 89
February . . . . . . 92
March . . . . . . . . , 133
May . . . . ' . . . . ' 408
June .. . . . . . . 193
July . '. . . . . . . 77
August .. .. .. 13

Total . . . . 1,005

Bril-ish Consulate, Bahia, February 14, 1856.
(Signed) JOIIN MORGAN, 31111.,

_ 1Jer Britannia M'ajcst1.5 Consul.

N. B. In the month of Aughst last the cholera bloke out111 Bahia, and few
01' no slaves were sold for expmtation to Rio de Janeiro dining the 1emainde1 of
the year 1855.

 

. No. 165.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul flforgmz.

Sir, , 110731921 Ofiice, March 19,1856
I HAVE to acquaint you that Her Majestv’s Govemment have received,

with great satisfaction, the intelligence conveyed in your despatch of the
13th ultimo, of the captule, bye. Brazilian c1mise1, 0f the Amelican schooner
“Mary E. Smith,” with 387 slaves on board; and I have further to acquaint
'yOu that I approve your proceedings in this mattei, as reported”111 yom above-
mentioned despatch.

V I am, 8w
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 166.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Claremlan.——-(Received April 4.).

(Extract) ‘ ' ' Pam, February 6, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the annexed Return ,of

slave-grown produce, exported from this province during the year 1854. By a,

comparison of this return With that for 1853, it will be seen that there has been

a considerable deerease during the past year in the value of these exports. In

1853 the value exported was 1521,2081. (British sterling), while in 1854 it

amounted but to 72,91”. This great diminution is to be accounted for by the

withdrawal of numbers of the slaves from the cultivation-of rice and sugar, to

that of manioca and other articles for home consumption, and to the advance

in wages and great demand for labour in Pare having'drawn into the city a

portion of the slave population for employment in industrial occupations.

The diminution of slavery, which has been steadily progressing in this

province for many years, will be advanced by the change in the occupation of

the slaves from fieId-labour to employments in the city, thereby enabling many

to work out their freedom.
From the register of manumitted. negroes within the limits of the city, I

have ascertained that, during the year 1854, 35 have worked out their freedom

by paying their owners their full value. This is effected by the proprietors

permitting their slaves, after they have received from them the value of a fair

day’s labour, to retain the surplus of theireai‘nings. , y , .
The law regulating the propertyin slaves not only sanctions hut encourages

this system of manumission‘, by obliging the owners to give freedom to the

slaves, in exchange for‘ their value, which also is fixed by the law.

I have heard it computed on a rough calculation, by old residents in this

province, who have considered the question, that, at the present progress of eman-

cipation, fifty years hence slavery will be well-nigh eXtinct, yet- this may be, no

doubt, a too sanguine hope; but certain it is that the material prosperity of this

province does not depend on the permanent existence of the institution of

Slavery; in proof ‘of this, I have the honour to remark to your Lerdship, that

while the value of the exports 'from Paré of slave-grown produce ‘in 1853 so far

exceeded that of 1854, as previously quoted, the trade returns of last year

showed a large increase over those of 1853. The gross value of the exports in

1854 was 6623361., including 72,9111., the amount ofvthe exported slave-ngn

produce, against 516,65ll., inclusive of 121,208l., the value of the slave-grown

produce exported in 1853. ' _ - , 7. , ~
The facilities there exist for exporting slaves by the Brazilian mail-steamers

plying semi—monthly between Rio de Janeiro, theintermediate ports, and ,Parz’l,

greatly retard the action of the laws promoting the -, emancipation of slaves; and,

if this coasting Traffic in Slaves were entirely suppressed, a great boon would be

granted to the anti-slavery cause. ‘ ' ' y a v , .

‘ Twenty-one slaves are stated to have been exported ,from this province

during 1854, but this may be far short of the actual number, as all sorts of

expedients are resorted to to disguise the Traffic, some being shipped as sailors,

others as servants to passengers.- These exported slaves, I am informed, are

generally of the refractory. class, whose owners fear losing them_by flight; and

in all probability they would obtain their freedom, either by purchasing it, or by
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escaping to one of the Settlements of the fugitive Degrees in this province, if

they could not be exported to the southern markets.

' The attention of the Provincial Assembly has been again called to the

subject; and it is proposed to levy an export duty of 100 milreis '(ebout ill. 53.

British sterling) per head, which, no doubt, will have the effect of increasing the

revenue, Without essentially diminishing: the Traffic.
Revolting to humanity as slavery is—as it must be an unavoidable evil for

many years to come—it. is a relief to know that, in this district, as far as my

experience goes, it‘ exists in an ameliorated form; but while commending the

general humanity of the Brazilians in the physical treatment of their slaves, the

total neglect of their moral culture must he deplored.
From the coast of Africa. no vessels have arrived in the Port of Paré during

1854, nor have any sailed thence.

 

Inclosure in No. 166.

RETURN of' the Slave-gl'own Produce exported from the Port of Para? during the Year 1854, with
’1 7 the value in British sterling.

 

 

    

Degggtigi 0f Quantities. , Value.

Tons cwt. qrs. lbs. :6 s. (l.
Annatto . . . . . . 147 3 0 16 5,79 6 3

,Rice .. .. .. 905 12 l 4 12,837 1 7

Rice, in hug}: .. .. 686 5 2 24 6,485 3 0

Cocoa . . . . . . 1,985 0 1 4 43,769 11 7

Tapioca .. .. .. 3 17 f2 24 153 0 0

Cotton .. .. .. 55 19 0 0 9,423 12 10

Sugar . . . . . . . 7311 2 24 1,448 14 4_

Total value .. .. 72,911 14 7

No. '1 67.

Consul Vises to the Earl of Clarendonm—(Recetved September 14.)

My Lord, .Pa'rti, July 30, 1855.

.I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship the particulars of a case
of a Bn'tish subject, Alexander Dickson, an owner of slaves. ‘

Mr. Dickson married a Brazilian in 1849, and, at her death, became
possessed of 4 slaves. His first application to me was in last May, When he
requested my protection from What he complained to be an unjust and illegal
interference on the part of the Judge of Orphans in this city. A copy of
Mr.Dickson’s protest .I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship, forming
Inclosure No. 1, and from this it appears that his object was to sell his slaves,
regardless of the Act 6 87, 7 Vict., cap. 98; but he was prevented from effecting a
sale by the Judge of Orphans, who ordered' him to deliver up his slaves to his
father-in-law, Senhor Lourengo Lucidoro da Motta, as well as his children, the
guardianship ofWhom an order of this Court deprived him of on the petition of
his father-inlaw; a copy- of Which petition, With the order of the Judge of
Orphans, form Inclosure No. 2. ' ,

- The complaintsMr, Dickson alleges, in his protest, against his father-in-law
are, as far as I have been able to learn, well founded; and it is highly probable
that, if the order of the Judge of Orphans to deliver up the slaves to Senhor da
Mo’tta {who is the-Senior Judge of Orphans) had been carried into efl'ect,’ the .
slaves would have been sold. ' '  



BRAZIL. (Consular)_—Pm. , 225

I beg leave to submit to your Lordship that, in this quarrel between a

British subject and a, Brazilian which should have the power of selling the slaves,

it became my duty to interfere only with a view, if possible, to secure their

freedom ; and I told Mr. Dickson that I. could render him no assistance unless

my interference promised to result in the freedom of' the , slaves, and .that, if he

would man‘umit them, I would at once do everything in my power to protect

him from arrest. and impriSOhment, have him reinstated es the guardian of his

children, and enable him to return to Europe with them by having the embargo

removed which had been placed upon his passage to Lisbon. .

‘ Mr. Dickson replied, that he had no means to convey himself and children

to Lisbon; that the slaves were all old enough to earn something more than

their living; that, according to the Brazilian law, they could not be manumitted

during their minority without being placed under the guardianship of one or

more respectable persons for that period; and thatif he, M1". Dickson, could

obtain the advance of 150l. sterling for their services until they were 25 years of

age, he would execute a deed which would secure freedom to the slaves. _

' This statement was substantially correct, both as it regards Mr.Dickson’s

pecuniary position, and the Brazilian laws regulating the manumission of slaves.

It is true that he had the power of selling the land described in his protest, but

he said that he could not procure a purchaser, which I have no doubt is the case,

for the same-ditficulty occurs in this country, where the disproportion is so great

between the population and the extent of land.

Mr. Dickson then made every effort to find a purehaSer for the freedom of

the 51L ves, hut inefl'eetually ; and the only means left to accomplish the object

in view, was, myself to purchase the freedom of 2 of the slaves, Jacinto and his

brother Ildefoneo, and to obtain a promise from the mercantile firm of Messrs.

Singlehurst and 00., of this city, to purchase the freedom of the slave Lazaro ;

Mr. Dickson agreeing to leave the young mulatto girl Elena in my charge until

she completed her 18th year, unless she were married before then.

I accordingly executed a deed, purchasing the freedom of the slaves Jaeinto

and Ildefoneo, a copy of which I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship,

forming Inclosure No. 3, on the following conditions 2—— ,

That Mr.~Dickson should furnish a legal title to the slaves in question ; that

he should execute a deed constituting the slaves 'free on their attaining their

twenty-fifth year, appointing me their guardian until that period. I, 011 my part,

agreeing, on the receipt of the approval of this transaction by Her Majesty’s

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Afi'airs, to compensate Mr. Dickson with

the sum ot'IIOOl. sterling, to feed, clothe, and teach to read and write the 2 boys,

Jagainto and Icllefongo, and the ”girl Elena; to keep them in my service as

domestic servants until. the boys were 25 years of age, and the girl 18 years,

unless she got married before then; and, in the event of my death before the

expiration of these periods, to appoint whoever shall succeed me as HerBritannie

Majesty’s Consul, their guardian. , , .

I received from Mr.,Dickson deeds of sale, Which are drawn up in the legal

phraseology of the country, the copies of which form Inclosures Nos. 4 and 5; and

to render the agreement binding on his part, and prevent the slaves from being

sold, until I had received your Lordship’s instructions, it was necessary that

these documents should be registered in the Court for the registry of such deeds,

and to pay the tax of 4 milreis for the ‘2- bOys, and 2 milreis for the girl Elena,

the receipts for which are indorsed on the deeds of sale. This step'was necessary,

to-prevent Mr. Dickson from transferring the property to any one else in the

Office for the Registry of Slaves, where these slaves still stand on the hooks in

his own name, and where no transfer can take place without his signature.

‘ I beg yeur Lordship will pardon me for having made, in my, contract with

Mr. Dickson, your Lordship’s sanction a condition of its fulfilment; and I beg

leave most respectfully to submit that it was most advisable to do so,’ for the Act

6 & 7 Viet., cap. 98, making it unlawful for any British subject to transfer slaves,

excepting where Special exceptions are made by the Act itself to the general

prohibition, it appeared to me that, although the liberty ofthese slaves would be

efi'ected by a transfer, still, as the law does not explicitly make such an exception,

I should not be justified in allowing him Dickson to transfer the, slaves and

complete the transaction without first obtaining your Lordship’s approval. '

In an intervier with the Acting President of Pare, Dithloraes, in which I

stated to him M1". Dickson’s case, and urged the propriety of Mr. Dickson being

CLASS B.  
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pronouneed out of the jurisdiction of the Court of Orphans, on the ground of
himself and his children being British subjects, Dr. Moraes replied that, without

the authority of the Imperial Government, he could not treat Mr. Dickson’s
children as British subjects; that Mr. Dickson having married a Brazilian, and

the children being born in Brazil, they were co-heirs to a moiety of their mother’s
preperty,(and, consequently, under the jurisdiction of the Judges of Orphans;

but Dr. Moraes admitted that the division of this property made by the Judge of

Orphans was not in accordance with Brazilian law, which gives the slaves to

the parent as the personal property, and the land to the children as the real

estate, and he agreed with me that the attempt of the Judge of Orphans to
deprive Mr.Diekson of the guardianship of his children was unjustifiable, and
he promised me that he would instruct the Judge of Orphans to apportion the

land described in Mr. Dickson’s protest to the children, and the slaves to the

father, and reappoint him the guardian of his children. With this, arrangement
Mr. Dickson expressed himself satisfied.

It is a month since I had this conversation with the President, Dr. Morass,
and no step has yet been taken in fulfilment of‘ his promise to me; and I fear
that Mr. Dickson will not be relieved from his present unsettled position until

the authorities here are compelled by the Brazilian Government either to declare
Mr. Dickson and his children exempt from the jurisdiction of the Court of
Orphans, or to carry into effect the premise which Dr. Moraes made to me in
reference to the distribution of the property. _

' M1nDickso'n has placed his children and his slaves under my protectiou,
and they remain with me until I am honoured with your Lordship’s instruc-
tions. ' ' '

 

I have, 850. ~ . .
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosure l in No.1167. '

Note of Protest?

BY this public instrument of protest, hereinafter contained'and annexed,

be itrknown and made manifest‘unto all those whom it doth, 'may,» or shall

concern: ‘ - ' ‘ ' ' . . ' ’
That personally appeared before me, samuel Vines, Her Britannic Majesty’s

Consul at the Port and Province of Para, Empire of Brazil, on Monday the
11th day of June, in the year of one- Lord, 1855, Alexander Dickson, and
solemnly declared and stated as follows:——' , ‘ - ' , . i

That he was a native of London, born at Shoreditch in 1815, the son of
Adam Dickson and Mary‘Anne Stewart Dickson, his Wife; that in 1823 he
accompanied his parents to Listn, and. arrived in Para in January, 1841, and
was registered as a British subject on the 22nd April, 1841, as doth appear in
Consular Register of this Consulate. Since that period that he, Alexander
Dickson, has continued to reside in the Province of Para, having obtained a
ticket of residence from the local police, authorities. That during the period
of nearly five years he was employed as manager and overseei- of sugar estates,
after which he embarked on his owu account in the manufacture of cigars. That
on the 29th of Jauuary, 1849, he was married at the parish church of Santa Anna,
in the city of Para, to Antonia Florinda Freira da Motta, second daughter of
Lourengo Lucidoro da Motta, according to the rites of the Roman Catholic
Church; that on the 6th May, 1853, his said wife died, leaving him two children,
Miguel, born in December 1849, and Luiz, born in September 1851, and duly
registered in the Consular book of registries of British subjects at Para. That
he inherited from his wife propertycensisting of lands and slaves ; the former a
lot of land'situate'don the River Guajara, commencing at the creek Bussutena
Miri, and continuing to the creek 'Lai‘anjeiras, and measuring one Portuguese
league up this latter (creek ; and the latter (the slaves) consisting of three boys
and a girl, namely, Jacinto aged 15, Lazaro aged 15, Elena 13, and Ildefongo
aged 8 years. That his uncle, James Dickson, a brewer in Lisbon, having invited
him to return to Lisbon, and offered to assist him in providing for ?his children,
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he determined to dispose of his property and leave Brazil With them; and being

informed that it was necessary, in order to give a title to his property, to file an

inventory of it in the Court of the Judge of Orphans, that he the said Alexander

Dickson, 0n the 29th of April, 1854, under oath, declared in the above-named

Court, that he was possessed of the aforementioned property in land and slaves.

That he received a document signed by José Ferei'ra Cameo, the Acting Judge

of Orphans, and dated 4th day of June,,1855, the' said document ordering him

to deliver up to his father—in—law before-named, Lou‘reneo Lucidoro da Motta, his

two children Miguel and Luiz, together With his slaves, the said order purporting

to deprive him, Alexander Dickson, of the guardianship of his children, and

appointing in his stead his father-in—law above mentioned. This said order also

declared that the said Judge of Orphans had placed an embargo on his intended

passage to Lisbon, in the Portuguese barque “ Oliveira,” in which Vessel

he had engaged a passage for himself and his two children. That through these

proceedings he was prevented from leaving Para. in this vessel, being informed

by Francisco Fermino Pinto (Escrivao), Clerk of the Court of Orphans, at the

time that he served him, the said Alexander Dickson, with the afore-mentioned

order of the Judge of Orphans, that if he did not at once deliver up to his

father-in-law his children and slaves, that he, the Clerk of the Court of Orphans,

held a warrant from'the Judge of Orphans to arrest him, Alexander Dickson,and

convey him to prison. , . .

. That, under these circumstances, he sought protection for’himself, his

children, and slaves, at the Consulate of Her Britannia Majesty. A certified

copy, With translations of the above-named order of' the Judge of Orphans,

together with the petition of Lou’rengo Lucidoro' da Motta; is hereafter annexed

and contained (in the Consular Book of Protests). ' New by this his protest,

he the said Alexander Dickson solemnly protests against the conduct of Jose’

Fereira Cantfio, the Judge of Orpheus, in endeavouring to deprive him of

the guardianship of his children, without even ah alleged cause, in the petition

of his father-in-iaw above named. He also protests against the embargo

laid on his passage by the said Judge of Orphans, which detains him in

Para; also against the order for delivering up his property to his fether—in-law,

and, being a British subject, inheriting the property above—named from his wife,

unincumbered by the usual obligations contained in deeds of marriagesettlement,

for’ on his marriage no deed of settlement was executed between him‘and his

late wife, ‘and that at which time she'was possessed ofthe before-mentioned

property fit that he pretests that this property having abSoltitely reverted to_ him,

he is entirely free from the jurisdiction'of the Judge of Orphans in the; control

or management of this said property. ' Q

And he, the said Alexander Dickson, further protests that the order of the

Judge, portioning the real estate, the land, to himself, and the personal property

(the slaves) to the children, was contrary to the law of Brazil, which declares

that orphans shall have a prior claim on the real estate, and that the personal

property (if any) should fail to the parent in his share of the division; he also

protests that the attempt to deprive him of his children and of his property

arose from the desire of his father-in-law, the above-named Loureneo Lucidoro

da Motta, who himself is the principal Judge of Orphans, to get possession of

the slave property, not with a view to protect the interest of his grand-children,

forwho’m he has never performed one single act for their advancement in the

world, but to sell/the property, under the pretext of depositing the proceeds of

the sale in the Court over" which he presides, hut in reality to appropriate them

tq his own use. , ’ '

In testimony of which he, the said Alexander Dickson, affixesfhereunto his

name and signature, in the presence of Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul.

,, t ‘ ‘ (Signed) ALEXANDER DICKSQN.

(Signed). SAMUEL VINES, _ - ‘

- » , ‘ Her BritannicMajesty’s Consul.

 

’, Sic in orig.
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Inclosure ‘2. in No. 167.

Petitibn.

(Translation)

To his Honour the Judge of Orphans. ,

LOURENCO LUCIDORO DA MOTTA represents to your Hono'ur that

Alexander Dickson, widower of his daughter Dofia Antonia Florinda Freira da

Motta, cannot either take to Lisbon his sons of 5 and 4 years of age, nor

can he dispose of their hereditary shares, whieh consist of 3 slaves and 200

milreis, which I bestowed on his sons, and lastly of a young mulatto girl which

his wife freed verbally, 0n the condition of serving the little boys. And‘ not only

that the said Alexander Dickson, being an Engliehman, got himself naturalized a

Portuguese, and now says he has naturalized his children English, when they ’

are not of age to be able to manifest their OWIivwills, and all this only in order

to take away his children, for the sake of sellir‘lg their pI'Operty. And as there

is no law which authorises him to act thus, I apply to you to order thatthe

said orphans may be placed under myahthority (and 'I promise to bring them

up and educate them), and likewise their property, including the girl, Who is

conditionally free ; and for this, issuing the i'eqfilired order to the Chief of Police,

as he (Alexander Dickson) leaves this for Lisbon next .Sunday-the 3rd of June,

and for the Police Court to take the necessary Steps to stop .his passage, until he

give up the said orphans and property. And we must not allow that two

Brazilians, however poor, should be sacrificed in this manner. The little the

children’s mother left them, might be a great deal more, if their father had not

sold without a just cause. ’

(Signed) LOURENCQ LUCIDORO DA ‘MOTTA.

 

Judgc’s Order.

I suspend the father from the guardianship of his children, and nominate

the grandfather to'supply his place, under a competent oath, until I properly

understand all these matters. I grant the order for the children and property to

be delivered up to the same, and the father to answer to what 'is alleged against

him in the petition. '

Pant, May 31, 1855; ' ~ _ _

($igned) DR. CANTAO.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 167..

Agreement.

V British Consulate, Pam’, June ll, 1855.: i

KNOW all men by these presents,that I, 831111161 Vines, the Undersigned, '
Her Britannia Majesty’s Consulat Patti, in the Empire of Brazil, do herehv
agree to receive from Alexander Dickson the slaves Jacinta and his brother
lldefoneo, which are now standing in his, Alexander Dickson’s, name, in the ,

‘ hooks of the Office for the Registry of Slavesin Para, to keep them in my service
in the, employment of domestic servants, until they are 25 years of age;
to clothe and feed them, and teach them, or have theni taught, to read and write
the Portuguese language, and, in a legally executed deed, to leave them, in the
event of my death, to the care and protection of my successor in' office, until
they are. 25 years old ; and‘ to pay Mr. Alexander Dickson the sum of
IOQZ. British sterling, on the following conditions -: That _ Her Britannic
Ma3esty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, approve of this
contract; that Mr. Alexander Dickson furnish a legal title to the slaves ; that he
execute a deed declaring ‘the said slaves 'Jaciiito and Ildefongo, to be free at
.25 years of age; and that- he, Alexander Dickson, satisfy and perform every  
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other requirement which the laws of Brazil render necessary to constitute the

said slaves, Jacinta and Ildefoneo, free citizens of Brazil.

In testimony of which I hereunto affix my name and signature, this eleventh

day of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES,

Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 167.

Declaration.

(Translation)
.

I, ALEXANDER DICKSON, a subject of Her Britannic Majesty, declare

that I have sold. to Mr. Samuel Vines, Her Britannia Majesty's Consul, my little

mulatto boy, Ildefongo, born the 5th of September, 1847, and his brother the

cafuz (signifies a mixture of the Indian and Negro race), Jacinto, born on the

15th of May, 1840, for the sum of lOOl. sterling, paid, 50L at sight, and 50L

on a bill, with the clause of their being free when they complete their twenty-

fifth year. - v

Pant, June 11, 1855. * ‘

(Signed) ALEXANDER DICKSON.

Witnesses: , . » .

(Signed) FRANCO. JE. LEAL. V
ANTONIO BOTELHO DA CUNHA.

Paid 4 milreis, the tax of the slaves Ildefoneo and Jacinta, the dues-

helonging to the current year of 1855 to 1856. ‘. ’

Oflice of the Collector of Pv'ov-incial Taxes of Pant, '

July 10, .1855, The Clerk,

' (Signed) CARLOS REIS’.

(No. 11.)
‘

Paid 500 'reis. '

Pard, July 10, 1855. 1‘

(Signed) SOUZA NAVEGANTES.’

 

Inclosurc 5 in No. 167.

I . . ?Declamtion.

(Translation)
'

I, ALEXANDER DICKSON, a subject of Her Britannia Majesty,

declare that my deceased Wife, Antonia Florinda Friera da Motta, having

freed the little mulatto girl, Elena, 0f 13 years of age, with the obliga-

tion of serving my sons until they should attain 12 years, and as I am

leaving the Empire with them, I deliver her to the Consul of Her Britannia

Majesty, Mr. Samuel Vines, to take care of her, keep her in his service and

protection until ’she arrive at lSyears, or he married beforethen. ‘

Pant, June 11,1855; '
V _ (Signed) ALEXANDER DICKSON. "

NVitnesses: _ , ,' h , t _ _ , ' ‘:

(Signed) FRANCO. JE. LEAL.

ANTONIO BOTELHO DA CUNHA.

Paid 2 Vlnilreis, the tax of the slave Elena, the dues belonging to the

current year of 1855 to 1856. V .. , .1 .. t V ‘ , v

Ofice of the Collector of Provincial. Taxes of Pard, '

July 10, 1855' - The Clerk,

(Signed) CARLOS REIS;

(No. 27.) - ‘ W .

Paid 160 reis.
Pard, July 10, 1855. . . , . -

‘ ' ' ’ t ' (Signed) _ SOUZA NAVEGANTES.

 



230- BRAZIL. (Consulnr)-——Pard.

Inclosure 6 in No. 167.

Declaration.

(Translation.) _

1, ALEXANDER 'DICKSON, a subject pf Her Britannia Majesty, declare

that I have sold to Messrs. Singlehurst, Miller, and Co., my mulatto boy,

Lazaro, born the 22nd of June, 1840, for the price of 500 milreis at sight, with

the condition to make him free when he completes 25 years of age.

Parti, June 11, 1855. .
(Signed) ALEXANDER DICKSON.

Witnesses:
(Signed) FRANCO. J E. LEAL.

' ANTONIO BOTELHO DA CUNHA.

 

No. 168.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines.

Sir, , Foreign Ofiice, October 12, 1855.

I HAVE referred to the proper Law Officer of the Crown your despatch

of the 30th of July last, explaining the circumstances under Which yeu considered

it expedient to become the purchaser of 3 young slaves, the property of a British

subject named Alexander Dickson.
I have to state to you that I believe that the motives‘which induced you to

make this purchase were benevolent and praiseworthy, but inasmuch as the law

of England, and especially the statute 6 & 7 Victoria, c. 98, absolutely forbids

British subjects to own or hold slaves under any circumstances, and renders their

so doing criminal, without regard to their motives or intentions, or even to the

ultimate advantage which might accrue therefrom to such slaves, I cannot

sanction or approve the arrangement into which you have entered with resPect

to the slaves in question. Such sanction, even if given by me, would not, as

you seem to suppese, legalize the bargain made between you and Mr. Dickson ;

_ and I have to acquaint you that I entirely disapprove the course which you have

‘ unfortunately taken in this matter, and I have to warn you that a repetition of

such an act will not be lightly passed over. -
' I am, &c.

, . (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

' No. 169. ,

The Earl of Clurehclon to Consul Vines.

Sir, ' , ‘ : Foreign Ofiice, October 20, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 12th instant, respecting the slaves

registered by the authorities of Paré as being your property, I haveto desire

that,‘ en receipt of this ’d‘eSpatch, you will give up the possession of the 2

boys Jacinta and Ildefongo, and of the girl Elena, Who Were the slaves of

Mn'Alexander Dickson. ' " '
' I. am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 170.

Consul Vines to the Earl qf Clarendon.—-(Receieed' Jdnuary 19, 1856.)

My Lord, Pant, December 1, 1855.

TWO free 'Afrieans—Honorio and Laudelino—having been lately imported

into this provirice from Rio de Janeiro by the provisional authorities here, and

emplOyed as slaves in the arsenal of this city, 1 have felt it my duty to call the  
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tter‘itionIOf Her Majesty’s Charge d’Aflaires, the Honourable William Staflbrd

Jerningham, to the circumstance, in a despatch under date of the 29th ultimo,

a Copy of Which I have the honour to’ transmit to your‘Lordship, together with
copies of ofi’icial announcements in, the ‘f Treze de Maio,” the Government
journal of this city, relating to the ahove-named Africans.

- ‘ ‘ I have, &0.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosm‘e l in No. 170.

ConsuI Vines to Afr. Jemingham.

(Extract) I i I ' " Pant, November 29, 1855.

FROM official announcements in the Government journal of this oity, the

“ Treze de Maio” of the 13th, 19th, and 27th of November, copies of which I

have the honour herewith to inclose, I learned the arrival in Para of 2 free

Africans, named Honorio and Laudelino, in the steamer “ Parana” {rem Rio de

Janeiro. l _ 7 w ‘

It' appeared to me, although the negroes in question are described as

free Africans, that from the orders of the \ SenhorvS. (lo ltegotBamjos, President

of this Province, to the agent of the Steam—boat Company, to deliver them up. to

the Inspector of the Arsenal of this city, and to this functiOnaI-y to keep One of
them employed in_ the Government works there, and to detain the other in

safety until the first opportunity of sending him to the President of' the adjoin-
ing Province, Amazonas, and lastly to this President acquaintinghim that the

latter had been secured for that destination—that they were engaged as forced

labourers, either as convicts, or that they heionged to a body of free Africans

under the protection of the Imperial Government at Rio de Janeiro.
V KhoWing the deep interest Her Majesty’s Government has always taken in

the fate‘of these . unfortunate beings, I felt it my, duty .to make'inquiries about

these 2 Degrees. I called for this purpose thenhor Pereiraj the Inspector

of the Arsenal; on the 22nd of“ this month; and in reply to my inquiries, he

courteously informed me that Honorio and‘ Laudelino, the free Africans men-

tioned in the Government notice of the 13th of November, were then at‘ work

inthe arsenal ; that they had been sent from Rio ,de Janeiro on the application

from the President of this Province for workn'ien; that they would not be

allovved to leave the arsenal, ‘as they belonged to a large body of free Africans

Who had been many ,fears at Rio de Janeiro under the suweifla'noe of the

Government ; and that they‘received a small-weekly payment, besides rations.‘ ‘

I beg leave to Submit to, you, that‘the reason ‘assigned'ih‘y :Senhor' Limpo de

Abreo, Brazilian Ministerfoxi Foreign Afiairs, in his? despatch’ of the 15th July,

1854, addressed to Mr. Howard, Envoy, &c., at Riode-Janeiro; published'in‘ the

Slave Trade Correspondence of 1854 and 1855, Class B. “ that danger or

inconvenience would result to public ordEr from latting'loose upon‘the popula-

tion (in Rio de Janeiro) Where so many slaves still exist, a great number of

Africans employed in the public service,-” cannot be applied here in Para as a

reason for detaining two negroes in enforced subjection; nor can his Exeellency’s

argument, “ that numbers of free ’AfriCans; if not kept in Government employ-

ment, might be reduced to slavery by fraud or seduction,” be, I think, admissible,

in this case, ameng a population where there are so many free blacks ; but _I

regret to say that I feel a strong conViction- that the final emancipation of

.Honorio and Laudelino, is, at‘ least, endangered in- their present servitude.

I fear that a means might be found to evadethe vigilance of the Government,

perhaps by reporting these negroes dead or fugitives, and selling them privately,

if not in this city elsewhere in thisimmense province, orthe adjoining one,

Amazonas, where a high price could readily be obtained for good working hands,

and where I amlserry to believe no conscientious samples, and certainly no fears

of detection, would prevent the purchase. So many slaves have died during the

last six months of the cholera in these provinces, and there is an increased

demand for labour, with a cessation of emigration from Portugal. _

I-Ionorio and Laudelino appear to me to be peculiar _objects of sympathy,

having no fixed period for the termination of their forécd labour; they are



23" BRAZIL. (Consular)—-Parci.
-J

guarded and treated with the suspicion of convicted criminals, merely allowed a

miserable ration of thrinha and 320 reis per day; their condition being infinitely

worse than the slates in Pant, of the same description of labourers, who work

in companies, electing from themselves a chief, who receives the aggregate

earnings of the men, and after paying their owners the wages according to the

market price of labour, has a surplus to divide, which among the provident is

accumulated for the price of their freedom; and many instances of manumission

so gained annually occur. '

I have,_ &c.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 170.

Ewt-racts from the “ Trees dc M‘aio.”‘

(Transbtion) Tuesday, November 13, 1855.

October 3rd. Government desPatch oflic;ia1.—TO the agent of the Steam-

Paeket Company, telling him to deliver to the Inspector of the Marine Arsenal,

or to his order, the free Africans, named Honorio and Laudelino, coming from

Rio de Janeiro in the steamer “ Parana." Officially, to the Inspector of the

Marine Arsenal, to order him to receive them: the first remaining for the works

of the establishment in his charge, and keeping the second, in safety, until he be

sent in the first steamer to the disposal of the President of the Province of the

Amazouas. Communicated to the Chief of Police of Rio de Janeiro the reception

of the said Africans. ' '

 

Monday, November 19, 1855.

October 15th. Government despatch officials—To' the Most Excellent

Vice-President of the Province of the Amazonas, acquainting him that there was

secured for that province a free African coming from Rio de Janeiro for that

destination. * ‘

 

Tuesday, November 27, 1855.

_ October- 27th. Government deSpateh qflicia1.—To the Inspector of the

Marine Arsenal, telling him to ensure to the free African, named Honorio, who

is in the service of that establishment, the dain wages of 320 reis, as well as a

ratien of farinha (meal of. the mandioca root), the same as that insured to the

other two "that likewise are there.

 

No. 171.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines.

Sir, , ' Foreign Oflicc, January 19, 1856.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 12th October last, respecting

your preceedings in undertaking to assume the guardianship and temporary

possession of 3 young slaves who had belonged to Mr. Alexander Dickson, of

Pare, I have to desire that you will inform me whether the 3 children in question

are now entirely free, and if not, What arrangements have been made With regard

to them.
‘- - e - I am, 850.

(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 172.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vines.

Sir, , Foreign Ofiice, January 24, 1856.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 1st of December last, I have

to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings as therein reported, with

regard to the 2 freed Africans, Honorio and Laudelino, sent by the Brazilian

authorities from Rio de Janeiro to be employed as slaves in the arsenal at

Para. -
I am &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No._ 173.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received February 13.)

My Lord, Pard, January 1, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatches of the 12th and 20th of October last, informing me, in reference

to theconditional purchase which I had made of 3 young slaves, Jacinto,

lldefongo, and Elena, to secure the freedom of the boys at the ages of 21 or 25

years, and that of the girl Elena at 18 years, or before, if married, that, as the

law 'of England, and eSpecially the statute 6 & 7 Vict., cap. 98, absolutely

forbids British subjects to own or hold slaves, under any circumstances, without

regard to the ultimate advantage which might accrue therefrom to such slaves,

that your Lordship cannot sanction the arrangement I had entered into With

Mr. Dickson, with respect to the slaves in question, and that, your Lordship

entirely disapproves of the ceurse I had taken in that matter. “

In compliance with your Lordship’s instructions to cease to retain posses-

sion of those slaves, I delivered them up to the Judge of Orphans of this city,

Senhor Maximiauo Francisco Duarte, with Mr. Dickson’s consent.

I beg leave to thank your Lordship for approving 0f the motives which

induced me to purchase these slaves, and in expressing my regret for the error

into Which my desire to free these slave children led me, I take the liberty of

remarking to your Lordship that I had believed the slaves so bought would

have ceased to be slaves, in the legal sense of slavery, forthey no longer would

have constituted invested or realized property, being untransferahle, and they

would have been under my—icontrol, only, as apprentices, until they had attaineé

the age which, in all countries, it is necessary to arrive at, to obtain a legal

recognition of the rights of freemen. . .

In reference to the girl Elena, I have great satisfaction in informing your

Lordship that the course which I had taken in respect to these slaves has

resulted in securingher freedom, by virtue of the deed Mr. Dickson executed

for me, in her favour, a copy of which was inclosed in my despatch to, your

Lordship of the 30th of July last. _In an interview I had with the Judge

of Orphans, he admitted with me that Elena could no longer be considered a

slave, and that the guardian of Mr. Dickson’s childrenvwas only entitled to her

services until she became 18 years of age, and in the document which he sent to

me acknowledging my delivery of theslaves to him, a copy of which forms

Inclosure No. l, the freedom of Elena is recognized. ‘

I have the honour likewise to incloee to your Lordship a number of the

“Treze de Maio,” with a translation of a notice which I- felt it my duty to

publish in that journal, forming Inclosure No. 2, to deter others of Her Majesty’s

subjects from falling into the error I had unfortunately committed in supposing

that the Imperial Parliament, by the Act 6 & 7 Vict, did not intend to prohibit

the purchase of infant slaves, when the deed of purchase secured their manumis-

sion on their attaining their majority.
. ' , I have, 810. 2 ,

(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 173.

Declaration.

(Translation)

I DECLARE that the slaves Jacinto and Ildefongo, as well as the free girl

Elena, a minor, were delivered to me, which were in possession of Mr. Alexander

Dickson, an English subject, Who was the paternal guardian of his two sons, and

which slaves were actually possessed by Mr. Samuel Vines, Consul of Her

Britannia Majesty of this Province. Those slaves and the free girl were

delivered to Lieutenant—Colonel Lourengo Lucidoro da Motta, by the' order of

the Doctor Judge of the Orphans, for this term, of this capital.
Pant, December 20, 1855.

(Signed) MAX. JOSE G. FIGUEIRIDO,
Writer fin~ the Court of the Judge of Orphans.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 173.

Notice.

(Translation)

THE Undersigned, Her Britannia Majeety’s Consul, solicits the attention

of the British subjects residing within this Consular district, to the fact that

the eifort he made to effect the future liberation of slaves by purchase, has been

disapproved by Her Majesty’s Government; and he feels it his duty to publish

this as a caution, lest any British subject should be misled, by this act of his,

into the belief that it would be lawful to purchase slaves with a view of setting

themfree at a future period. The law of Great Britain absolutely forbids British

subjects to own or hold slaves, under any circumstances, and renders their doing

so criminal, without regard to their motives-or intentions, or even to the ultimate

advantagewhich might accrue therefrom to such slaves.

Part3, December 19, 1855.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES,

Consul of Her Britannia Majesty.

 

‘ No. 174.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendoh.—(Received March 10.)

My ITord, V Pant, January 28, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the annexed Return of

siave-grown produce, exported from this Province during the year, ending with

the'31st of December, 1855, which shows an increase in the value of the exports

of lee_t year over that for 1854, during which period the value was 72,91”.

against 81,364l. for 1855.
No vessel arrived in this pOrt from the coast Of Africa during the year

- 1855, nor has one cleared hence for that destination; one vessel, sailing under

the flag of the United States of , N orth America, left 'Paré for the Azores in

ballast, and returned with a cargo of salt. ' '

In reference to the settlements of fugitive slaves in the Amazonian districts,

Which I had the honour to mention to your Lordship in my annual Slave

Trade Report, under date the 28th of January, 1854, as having baflied all

attempts of the military authorities here to disturb them, I regret that I am

obliged to report to your Lordship that they have recently succeeded in dis-

covering two large encampments at Mucajubé and at the River Trombetas, and

in capturing 45 slaves, who were brought to the prison in this city, and delivered

to their owners or their heirs. *
On the night of the 7th of September last, a detachment 0f forty soldiers,

under the command of a Captain and Lieutenant, left Para to effect the destruc-

tion of the Mocambo (Settlement) of Mucajubé, in the district of Aycarau,

about fourteen miles from this city, it having been reported that the fugitive  
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negroes encamped there, had attacked the canoes of several planters, and had

committed depredations on some of the neighbouring estates. The detachment

disembarked secretly, and lay concealed in the woods near to the paths by

which the fugitives were supposed to leave their settlements. One negro being

captured, was forced to show the best pass by which to enter the lake or swamp

on which the encampment of Mucajubé was situated, which occupied several

hours in reaching, sometimes wading through water up" to the waist, and occa-

sionally being obliged to swim; on arriving at the first house, a discharge of

fire-arms from it killed one soldier and wounded some others. The expedition

then returned, having captured two negroes, but returned to the locality on the

11th of September, being reinforced by fifty soldiers and four officers, and thirty-

two soldiers of the National Guard ; with this company they succeeded in

reaching the lake, on the banks of which the Settlements are situated, on which

they embarked in small canoes, and after twenty-eight days’ bush-fighting, they

captured 45 fugitive slaves, took twenty—seven canoes belonging to the negroesr,

and destroyed seventeen houses, many of which are reported to have been

substantially built dwellings. These Settlements, for they extended over two

or three leagues, had never before been visited, except by fugitive slaves ; they

consisted of little Villages, well inclosed‘and entrenched, containing a population

roughly calculated at between 1,000 and 2,000, having large tracts of land under

cultivation With the mandioca plant.
'

Another detachment of forty soldiers, under the command of a. Captain,

left Para to destroy the Quilombo of Trombetas, a famous Settlement, 'over fifty

years old, and which hitherto had been deemed inaccessible to military enterprise,

and looked upon by the slave population as a sort of enchanted land. The

mouth of the Trombetas is about 450 miles distant from Para, and its source is

said to be close to British Guiana; on the landing of this detachment, a captured

negro gave such an account of the difficulties and dangers of the journey to this

Settlement, that thirty-three out of forty soldiers, refused to accompany their

captain, and he and seven soldiers proceeded in search of it; after nine days’

wandering through dense forests, they reached the settlement, which they found

deserted and burned by the negroes, who had broken up their ovens and utensils

for making farinha 0f mandioca. About three leagues from the Quilombo of

Trombetas exists atribe of White Indians, of the Uariquena nation, who being on

friendly terms with the fugitive slaves, are supposed to have given them notice

of the intended attack. . ,
I have, 8w. ,

(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.

 

Inclosure in No. 174.

Gnoss RETURN of the Exports of Slave-Grown Produce from the Port of Paré, during the

 

 
 

Year 1855.

Description of Quantity in Value in

Produce. British Weights. British Sterling.

Tons cwt.qrs.1hs. ‘ £ .9 d.

Cocoa.’ .. .. .. 2,08215 3 12 58,495 0 0

Rice, in husk .. .. 1,684 1 0 0 3,088 0 0

Cleaned Rice .. . .. 3,086 11 o ‘0 9,431 o 0

Cotton .. y, .. 36 1 0 o ' 1,686 o 0

Sugar. .. .. ‘ .. 1,5601’7 1 0 7,543 o 0

Tapioca .. .. .. 7515 o o 347 o 0'

Coffee \ .. .. 2 8 I 0 2O 0 0

'0’ 679 o o
Fariuhe of Mandioca 222 9. 0
  Total value . . . . . . 81,364 0

‘
O 
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No. 175.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendpn.~—(Received ZVIay 14.)

My Lord, Pemambuco, April [2, 1855.

I HAVE the satisfaction of once more reporting that no external Slave
Trade has taken place within the district of this Consulate, during “the quarter
ended the 31 st March. -

' I' have, 850.
(Signed) ‘ H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

No. 176.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendoun—(Received August 14.)

(Extract) Pemambuco, June 30,- 1855.

‘ I HAVE the éontinued satisfaction of being able to report that no suspicion
of foreign SlaVe Trade has arisen within the district of this Consulate during the
quarter ending this day.

 

No. 177'.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Recéived August 14.)

My Lord, ~ . _ Pemambu’co, July 13, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship a Return of the priees of
slaves Within the district of this Consulate, for the half—year ending the ‘30th June
last; and your Lordship will observe, by a comparison with those of the former
quafier, that their value was rapidly increasing.‘ ’

- I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COVVPER.
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Inclosure in No. 177.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Pernambuco.

 

Quarter ending Juue 30, 1855. Quarter ended December 31, 1854.

 . Description.

‘ Currency. Sterling. Currency. Sterling.

.19 s. d. Reis. Reis. £ 3. . £ .9. d.

to 91 13 4 6505" to 7506‘ 74 9 to 3518 9

 A
. Reis. Reis. £ 3.

African males . .. _.. 700,3" to 8005 80 4

d;
2

Ditto females .. .. n 650$ 750,? 74 9 7 8518 9 600,5‘ 700$ 68 15
4 ,

8

2

d
7

0 80 '4 2

103 2 6 750,5? 850$ 3518 9 97 711
4 .

7

4

 
Creole males .. .. .. 8003' 900$ 91 13

137 10 0

8518 9

Ditto, with trades .. .. 1,000,? 1,5005114 11 171 17 6 800);K 1,200,? 91 13

Ditto,fema1es . .. .. 7003‘ 800,? 80 4 91.13 4‘ 6503’ 750,9 74 9

80$ 2505»i 9 3 28 1211

N
)

Infamts,sucking, tofiyeats .. 100$: 300$ 11 9 34 7 6

2503' 400$ 28 12 11 45 16 s   

 

7 Chndren,5t012yem .. 3003 500.5; 34 7 V6 _ .57 ‘5 10

 

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, Consul.
British Consulate, Pemambuco, June 30, 1855.

 

No. 178.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.——(ReceivedAugust 14.)

(Extract) 1 . Permmzb-uco, July 18, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a report of the state of

Slave Trade and Slavery within this province for the past year;

No foreign Slave Trade has taken place during that period, but the equally

immoral internal Traffic has continued in its full force, notwithstanding a most

praiseworthy attempt which was made to check it in. the Imperial Legislature,

by forbidding the removal of slaves from one province to another, unless accom-

panying the families to which they belonged; but although this measure appears

to have’failed for the present, I entertain strong hopes of its ultimate success ; and

indeed it appears to me to be the logical course of proceeding towards the final

emaucipation of the slave, that the foreign Slave Trade being abolished,the internal

should follow ; for we have the great example of the United States to prove how

futile, as an instrument of freedom, is the abolition of the one, unless accom-

panied by the other. I am so impressed with this fact, that it is a question in

my mind whether the cessation of the African Trade alone be not a positive

support of Slavery, if the breeding of slaves be encouraged by leaving the internal

Traffic untouched: it is, perhaps, too much to expect at once, that the purchase

and sale of slaves shall be entirely prohibited; but if emancipation is not ulti-

mately to he arrived at through revolutionzuy means, the gradual course would

appear to be— -

lst. The prohibition of the foreign Traffic.

' 2ndly. The prohibition of the internal Trade.
3rdly. The entire prohibition to buy or sell human beings.

If these three not unreasonable measures could be effected, the emancipa-

tion of the slaves would inevitably follow; the first is an accomplished fact—the

second is likely to become‘so ; and I am encouraged to hope, from the bond fide

and loyal manner in which this Government appears to be now performing its

engagements, that the third will follow at no distant period.

No perceptible amelioration has taken place in the condition of the slave,

notwithstanding the extraordinary increase in the value of this species of

property; but I look upon overwork, inadequate food and clothing, as so insepa-

rable from Slavery, that I can merely reassert that those who have not to'

complain of these evils are exceptions to the general rule; and the same line of
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argument will apply to the laWS—no new ones have been enacted respecting
them. But had it been otherwise, I believe it to be out of the power of the law
to protect men whom it reeognisesas the absolute property of others, and whom
it consigns to their irresponsible custody; and this subject leads me to another,
respecting which I consider that Her Majesty’s Government might beneficially
exert its influence, namely, to obtain some relaxation of the existing laws respect-
ing the emancipados or captured Africans. That law, which condemns them to so
long a period of service as fourteen years before their natural rights are restored
to them, would appear to be sufficiently oppressive. Its avowed object is to
procure a fund, through the forced labour of these Africans, which will enable
the Government, without cost, to send them back to their native land; but the
length of the term of service assigned would lead irresistibly to the conclusion
that the Government is not sincere 'in its deelaration; and it appears that the
present Minister of Justice insists that When this long period is concluded, the
unfortunate African must petition for his freedom, and present a certificate of
good conduct from his master. This regulation, although apparently trifling, is
an insuperable obstacle to a slave ; he is illiterate and simple ; he would, perhaps,
be unaware of the expiration of his time of service, and if not, What would be the
consequence of his announcing to his master that he intended to leave him ? in all
probability auundeserved bad character, the penalty of whiCh is' the House of
Correction, preparatory to being sent to a penal Colony; thus leaving to these
unfortunate creatures no alternative, and no hope but the slender one of their
masters’ generosity. V .

I inclose to your Lordship two statements, one a detail of the population,
and the other of the production of the province.
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Inclosure 1 in N0; 178.

DETAILED STATEMENT of the Population of Pernambuco, distinguishing Wbite from Co1ou1'ed,

Males from Females, and Free from Slaves.

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

     
 

British Consulate,‘Pemdmbuco, July 18, 1855.

 

Number. Total. Grand Total.

FREE.

Males.

\Vhite . . . . . . . 80,000

Mulatto . . . . . . 165,000

Black . . . . . . . 18,000
Indian . . . . . 2,000

265,000 '

Females.

White . . . ‘. 70,000
Mu1atto . . . . . . 170,000
Black . . . . . . . 20,000
Indian . . . . . . . 2,000

F—'~— 262,000 ,

—— 527,000

FREED.

Males.

Mulatto _ . . ‘ . . 2,500
Creole, black . . 2,600
African, black . . 1,100

--*—-——‘ 6,200

Females.

Muhtto 2,500

Creole, black . . . 2,400

African, black . . ' 1,400 ‘ r

6,300
__._._———- 12,500

SLAVE.

Males. ,

Muhtto . . 17,000

Creole. black . 45,000

» African, black 18,000

. -—-- 80,000

FeMales.

‘ Mulatto . . . . 17,000

Creole, black . . 40,000

African, black . . 8,000
. ' —— 65,000

_..__........-—-— 145,000

FOREIGNERS.

Malgs.

British . '.. ‘ .. 300
French . .1 200

Portuguese . M 4,000

Germans V . . 1‘ .V. 400

Other ‘ Foreigners 300 "

, ' 5,200‘

Femdlé‘s, ‘ . 7 .

British V ‘100

French . . . 200

Germans . . , . .' . . , 200

Other Foreigners . . * .250

Portuguese . . . . . . 3,000 ,

, 3,750
8,950

693,450

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS cO‘WPER, Conéul.
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Inclosm‘e 2 in No. 17“.

STATEMENT of the entire Production of the Province of Pernambuco, the result of Slave labour,

showing its Amount and Value, and the Proportions Consumed or Exported 1n the Year 1854.

 

  
 

A 11 nt Total

Produce. Amount exported. Value. c01,15,338d. Value. Total amount, value.

£ £ £

Cotton . .. .. 24,983 bags,at 5-400 ; 80,000 .. .. . . ,, 24,983 bags 80,000
each '

» Sugar . . . . . 56,000 tons, at 101. . 1,008,000 30,000 tons 540,000 86,000 tons 1,540,000

Hides . . . . .- 30,000 at 5% . . . 42,000 30,000 16,500 110,000 58,500

Rum . . . . . . 5,000 pipes at 101. . 50,000 5,000 pipes 50,000 10,000 pipes 100,000

Sweetmeats . . . . 100,000 lbs. at 6d. . 2,500 100,000 lbs. 2,500 200,000 lbs. 5,000

Cocoa nuts, woods. V . . . . . . 20,000 . . . . - . . . . . 20,000

hoofs, &c., &e.
 

1,202,500‘ . 609,000 1,811,500      
 r

' Of this amount about 115,000]. worth are exported coastwise, namely :— £

 

About 2,000 bags of cotton . . . . . . . . I 7,000
And 6,000 tons of uugm- . . . . . . . . . . 108,000

£115,000

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, Consul.
Bv-itish Consulate, Pmmambuco.

 

No. 179.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received November 14.)

My Lord, Pemambuco, October 17, 1855.

I HAVE great satisfaction in reporting to your Lordship that no foreign

Slave Trade has taken place upon the coasts of either of the provinces consti-

tuting the Consulate during the quarter ended the 30th ultimo.
I have, 8:0. ‘

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

No. 180.

Consui Cowper t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received November 14.)

My Lerd, . Pernambuco, October 21, 1855.

IT is with extreme regret that I have to announce to your Lordship the

renewal of the African Slave Trade upon the coasts of this province. _
So early as the month of August last, I received private information that a

vessel was expected With slaves ffom the ' coast of Africa, which would land her

cargo betwixt Cape St. Augustine and Serinhaem,‘ and Her Majesty’s ship
“ Rifleman” being here at, the time, I requested Lieutenant Christian to keep a
sharp look—out as he cruized in that locality. He was obliged to go to Bahia, to
receive the Admiral’s orders; but in passing, and repassing upon his return here,
he did so without result. No more was heard of the vessel until the inclosed
extract from the “ Diario” of the 17th instant became public, but it is as yet
by no means clear that this is not altogether another slaver.

The details which have reached us are extremely contradictor , notwith-
standing that the seizure took place within fifty miles of this port, Neither her
name or nation, 01' the number of slaves Which she had on board, are known.
The Government has sent down a corvette, with the Commodore on board,
which has been absent a week, and strict secresy appears to be observed
respecting her proceedings. Your Lordship, cannot fail to observe the extremely
suspicious circumstance of the absence of every authority from his post, in spite
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of the intelligence above alluded to, and which the Government were in posses-

sion of so far back as July last.
Reports of a most disgraceful nature are in circulation, which I shall abstain

from repeating, hoping that in my next desPatch I may be enabled to transmit

the true particulars of this regrettable event.
I have, 810. '

(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER. ‘

 

'[nclosure in No. 180.

Ewtmctfrom the “Diario de Pernambuco” of October 17, 1855.

Pemambuco, District of Rio Formosa, V

(Translation.) ' Serinhaem, October 14,1855.

A FEW days since there appeared at anchor, near the Island of St. Aleixo.

a sehooner, and shortly after a report was spread that she had the cholera

morbus on board. The day before yesterday, however, it was discovered that

she was laden with African slaves, and that she was preparing to disembark

them.
The district was at the moment Without police authorities equal to provide

against so urgent a case; for the Chief Delegate, Antonio Germano Rigueira.

Pinto de Souza, and both his assistants'in office, were absent; the Sub-delegate

of the first district, Jozé Veneslfio Afi'onso Rigueira, has been confined to his

house for more than two months; Don Theodor M. Freire, the Magistrate, was

on leave of absence at Pernambuco ; and Don Jofio Baptista Gons'alves

Campos had delivered up his authority as- Judge of the District to the Magis-

trate of Barreiros, in consequence of leaving for Paré. In this conjuncture,

Colonel Gaspar de- Menezes Vasconcellos 'Drummond assumed the functi0ns of

Delegate, from which he had‘retire’d on account ’of sickness in 1849, and'com-

meneed taking the necessary 'steps to apprehend the said schooner and slaves.

For this purpose, he obtained the detachment of troops stationed in the district,

who reached the spot with incredible rapidity. In the meantime, hehad placed

an Inspector, with a force of countrymen, at the bar in front of the island, in

observation. This done, the Colonel proceeded on board the said schooner, and

found 47 men, 105 children of difi'erent ages, and 10 women, all African blacks,

in the most horrible nudity, and apparent weakneSs. He not having the means

of keeping them in his possession with security, or of sending them to this city,

the wind being- eontrary, he delivered them up to the' Military Commander,

receiving from the same a competent receipt for their delivery at Rio Formosa.

Colonel Menezes is deserving of the highest'praise for such an act, as is also

Captain Feliz José de Silva, the Military Commander, for his immediate coopera.

tion, thereby saving the heneur of the Brazilian rGovernment.wPrivate Corre—

spondence. " t '
From the‘letter‘ of our correspondent of Serinhaem, copied in a previous

column, our readers will notice the apprehensim], ' on' the 13th instant, ‘of 162

African blacks by Colonel Gaspar'de Menezes Vasconcellos. de Drummond, who

for this purpose assumed the authority of Delegate , of Police, he {being one of

the largest landholders in that district, and thus saved the honour of Brazil from"

the suspicion 9f conniving at theintroduetion of‘slave‘s; '

 

‘ No.18]. 7 7

Consul Cowper 'to the Earl of Clarendon;-—-(Recgivéd December 8.):

(Extract) ' ‘ ' ' Pemambuc’o, November 3,1855.

I HAD the honour to address your Lordship on the 21st. instant, upon the

subject of the recommeneement of the African Slave Trade upon this coast, and

I now proceed to transmit to you the full particulars of’ this’outt'ageous case,
whicly I regret to say,’ has led to a misunderstanding between the Profincial

' Government and myself. ‘ " ' ' ‘
CLASS B. ,
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Upon the 5th of July last the President of the Province issued instructions
to the Chief of the Police, to desire the police authorities of Serinhaem and
Rio Formoso, two populous towns, to be vigilant, as the Government had
received information of an intended landing of slaves at or near the mouth of the
River Serinhaem, and these instructions were published in the official column of
the Government journal. '

Notwithstanding this, the same journal of the 17th ultimo announced that
the slaver had actually arrived at the very spot: designated, that all the police
authorities were absent from their posts, and that Colonel Gaspar de Menezes de
Drummond, a large landed proprietor of the district, had constituted himself
Delegate of the Police (3. post which he held in 1&49), and had seized 165 blacks,
the captain and crew of the slaver having made their escape.

The reports in circulation here were of so disgraceful a nature, that I
abstained from more than an allusion to them in. my last desPatch; but, having
since-sent an agent to the spot, I regret to say that they have been fully confirmed,
and I believe the following account to be essentially true :—

The vessel, which is a small schooner of about 30 tons, arrived at her
anchorage, between the Island of St. Aleixo and the embouchure 0f the
Serinhaem, upon the 10th ultimo, having about 250 Africans on board, of whom
30 were women, and the rest boys. The master landed upon St. Aleixo, which
belongs to Mr. Donelly, a British subject, but not finding him there, had some
communication With the mainland, the particulars of which I have been unable to
trace. Of the nine superior police authorities, not one was at his post. Upon
the 13th two gentlemen boarded the schooner, and took from her 36 picked
blacks ; upon the 14th another gentleman went on board and took 40 more
from her, and obliged the master and crew to abandon her, under the threat of
delivering them up to justice, and nothing has since been heard of them; it is
reasonable to suppose that minor thefts were also perpetrated. Be that as it
may, 165 only were reported by Colonel Drummond to have been seized, and
they were delivered up by him, together with the Vessel, to the corvette which the
President sent for them, and they now await here the decision of the Government
respecting them. '

That any of the Africans were delivered up, may be attributed to the large
sum which the Brazilian Government pays for captured Africans ; and that any
were stolen, and thus consigned, with their ofi'spring, to perpetual slavery, to the
culpable negligence of the authorities; and the President cannot, in this respect,
he held entirely free from blame, for the slaver arrived upon the 10th,‘ and the
corvette was not sent away until [the 17th, the distance between the two places
being about fifty miles. 4 . - - -

4 I deemed the conduct of the police authorities to have been so gross, so
opposed to the stipulations of the Convention of the 23rd November, 1826 (the
principle of which can never expire, and which, in point of fact, the Brazilian
Government has only recently practically adopted), so great an infraction of the
laws of Brazil (thelDecree of Dom Pedro of 1831, and the Law of 1850,) and,
finally, so utterly at variance with the present loyal endeavours of the Imperial
Government to abolish Slave Trade, that I addressed a protest against it to
the President, which I am satisfied your Lordship will consider worded with
moderation. . , .

I regret that his Excellency, in his reply, made that protest a personal
matter, and upon that ground refuses me any explanation; He accuses me of want
of courtesy, in not having’first sought it at a personal interview, but, ex post
facto, that could have led to no satisfactory result ; he refers to the fact of the
capture as a proof of the sincerity of his Government, but he forgets thatit Was
made by a private individual, and is, consequently, a convincing proof of the
negligence of his subordinates ; he does not deny my accusations, but alludes to
hls duty to his honour, and to that of his country, and these were not called in
question. I have endeavoured to explain these points to him, in my despatch of
the '31st October. . _ _

One result at least has been obtained by my protest; no steprhad been
taken to apprehend the master and crew of the slaver, or the plunderersof their
fellow creatures, prior to its receipt, upon the 27th, whenthe Chief of Police, was
immediately dispatched‘to Serinhaem, upon, I fear, a now useless errand.

The most regrettable part of the affair is,' that the vessel is believed to be
only the first of a line which has been established to bring .untattOed boys from
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Africa, Who, when once landed, will thus easily pass for Creoles, and that three

more are hourly expected; but although the report appears to be well founded,

and I have obtained the name and desoription of one, I doubt if this miserable,

nameless, nationless craft ever came from Africa: she appears to be utterly

unsuited for so long a voyage with so large a cargo; she has neither stowage,

conveniences for cooking, water, or, indeed, anything else; and I incline to an

opinion which obtains, that she‘received her cargo from some larger vessel in the

offing. ‘

I have communicated these facts to Mr. Jerningham, and to Admiral Hope

Johnstone, who is hourly expected here; and I trust that my proceedings may

meet with your Lordship’s approbation.

 

Inclosure l in No. 181.

Consul Cowper to the Governor of.the Province of Pemambuco, October 27, 1855.

. [See Inclosure 4 in No. 118.]

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 181.

' The Governor of the Province of Pernambuco to Conshl Cowper.

(Translation.) ‘ Palace of the‘ Government of Pemambuco,

Most Illustrious Sir, , , October 29, 1855. ,, ,

I HAVE at hand the .despatch you have just addressed to me in the form

of ‘a note, stating— ' ’ ,

That it appears from the official column of the “‘Diario de Pernambuco” of

the 5th of July last, that I being in pessession of the fact that it wasexpected

a slaver would land her illicit'cargo at the mouth of the River Serinhaem or its

neighbourhood, had given, through the Chefe da Policia, necessary orders to the

local authorities to be watchful, to avoid the infraction of the laws, that notwith-

standing it appears 'by the “ Diario de Pernambuco" of the 17th instant, that

when this slayer did actually appear, not one of those authorities was at his

post.
, z , , _ a

That in consequence of this culpable and inexplicable negligence, according

to the information by you received, that of 240 Africans Which composed her

cargo, 76 had been stolen, and with their posterity reduced to perpetual

slave . - ' '

IIginally, that far from your desiring to embarrass me, nothing would give

you more satisfaction than, the certainty that the assertions contained in the

“Diario,” and the information by you rec_eived,,wereincorrect; but until that

was the case you considered it your duty, as the representative of Her Britannia

Majesty in, this Province, to 'recall to the memory of thisPresidency the'obliga-

tions contracted between the British Government and that'of’ Brazil in the

Convention of the 23rd November, 1826, and pretest against the negligence of

the. authorities above mentioned, as a breach of. it's stipulations, asvan act at

variance, with the loyal endeavours bffiflle/ Imperial Government to extinguish

the Slave Trade, and as an encouragement to the renewalof that infamous

Traffic, so long abandoned in this proyince. ' , 1

V In reply, I beg to communicate to you, that I consider the question raised

by you of suchgravity, that . I do not judge it convenient to enter upon a.

diplomatic discussion, Which appears to me ought to take place only at the

Imperial Court, between I-Iel" Britannia Majesty’s Minister and the Imperial

Government, to whose knowledge I alwaysfaithfully communicate all facts which

may occur in‘ this Provincial Administration. _ . _ ‘ _ .

. I have to add,_that your not discerning inthe fact of the apprehension of

the slaver, orin the oflieial correspondence published in the “ Diario de Pernam-

buco,” preofs of the great sincerity with Which I desire to fulfil my duty, and

thus satisfy the loyal efforts of the Imperial Government; on the contrary,

Without seeking a personal interview with me on the subject, if only from

goodwill, but showing yourself, on the contrary, so much occupied with the'
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information you have received, and a private letter printed in the “ Diario” of

the 17th, which I repute crafty, I cannot under these Circumstances calculate

on the faith of convincing and tranquillizing you, that I Judge It would be

useless to attempt any explanations of mine, however clear and dlstmct they

'O‘ht be. . _ -

mic I thus limit myself to stating to you, that Wlthout the hecesmty of being

instigated thereto, I flatter myself not to have neglected to th1s day any part of

the duty which I owe to my honour, to the honour of my country, and to my

Government.
G d rve, &c. .
o PrFSSSgned) JOSE BENTO DA CUNHA E FIGUEREDO.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 18] .

Consul Cowper to the Governor of the Province of Pernambuco.

Most Illustrious and most Excellent Sir, Pernambuco, October 31, 1855.

'I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’fs

despatch of the 29th instant, and regret that you should have made my note so

entirely a personal matter ; and when your Excellency appeals to your sense of

duty, to your honour, and that of your country? I can only reply that they were
never called in question. .

By a reference to thatnote, your Excellency will perceive that Its proteet

is confined to those police authorities through whose negligence so many of them

fellow-creatures have been consigned to slavery, and as this appeared to me to

be an uncontestable fact, I did not conceive that courtesy to your Excellency (in

Which I trust I have never failed) demanded that I should seek personal

explanations, which, ea: post facto, could have led to no results. . '
I deeply regret also, that this fact is confirmed in my mlnd, first by the

circumstance of the capture, which was made by a private individual; and
secondly, by your Excellency’s refusal to afl'brd me any explanation. '

God preserve, &c.
(Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

No. 182.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Cowper.

Sir, - Foreign Ofice, December 29, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 3rd of November last, report-

ing that a schooner of 30 tons, with 250 Africans on board, arrived on the
11th of October, at the mouth of the River Serinhaem, in the Province of
Pernambuco, and that 85 of these Africans were consigned to slavery. I have to
state to. you that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt With deep regret the
attempt thus made to renew this infamous Traffic, ’and I haVe to inform you
that I approve of your having complained to thePresident .,of the province that
all_ thg police authorities were absent from their’ posts When this schooner
arrive . . .

You will use the utmost Vigilance in regard to the movements of the slave-
dealers, and you will make every exertion to procure information of their inten-
tions, and‘ you will, if necessary, request the President of the province to act
vigorously in carrying out the engagements as to the totallaholition of the‘ Slave
Trade, to Which the Brazilian Government stand pledged by the Treaty between
Great Britain and Brazil of(the 23rd of November, 1826. i ‘ ‘ -' ‘

* ~ I am, &c.:
(Signed) CLARENDON. ’

 



BRAZIL. (Consular)—Pemambuco. - . 245"

N0. 183.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received January 11, 1856.)

(Extract) Pernambuco, December 19, 1855.

THE case of the Serinhaem slaver still occupies the public mind, and is

the chief topic of discussion in the journals ; in point of fact its results are of the

utmost importance, and the question of the renewal of the African Slave Trade

in this Empire depends in a great measure upon the success of the Government

prosecutions, for this is a period of great temptatidn to the slave-trader, and will'

cause many a wavering Senhor “ de Engenho” to espouse the cause of slavery.

The cholera has carried off a vast quantity of slaves, and as many more are,

doubtless, yet to be its victims, there are grounds for apprehending a sensible

dearth of labour: men, therefore, turn their thoughts once more to Africa to

supply the anticipated deficiency, and unless some such check as a successful

result to these State trials is given, in twelve months the coasts of Brazil will be

again infested by this class of pirates. » , ’

I inclose to your Lordship a. translation of the announcement of those who

are to be prosecuted :-- '

.1. Jotio José da Faria, the con'signor of the vessel, is in Angola, and

consequently beyond the reach of the law. , ~ »

2. Augusto de Mesquite (a false name, although his proper one is known),

the master, is in Portugal and safe. ' ‘

3. Manoel Elia; Salgado, a poor boatman, who whilst in charge of the

blacks was overpowered by numbers and 46 stolen. ' ' v ,

4. Manoel Fidelis de Nascimento, a poor fisherman, who was actually the

causeof the capture by betraying the master into Colonel Drummond’s hands. .

5. Antonio da Silva'yPereira, a poor peasant, Who helped to capture the

vessel. - A . a '

6 and 7. José Francisco Aeceoly Luis and Francisco (13 Paula Cavalcanti

Wanderley, two persons of high'station, against Whom undoubted preofs of ' guilt.

exist. And, v , _ H i _

8. Dr. Antonio de Menezes Vasconcellos de Drummond, Who captured the

vessel, but did not succeed in preventing the escape of the master. ' ' " “

Of these eight, your Lordship will perceive that two are beyond the pale of

the law, four were the actual capturers of the vessel, and two only- Were aetua'lly

engaged in the robbery. ~

In addition to these, Antonio Severino de Avelar, a merchant of Rio de

Janeiro, has been sent here by the Imperial Government for trial as a principal

in this criminal speculation. _ v 7

No more of the stolen Blacks have been captured, nor is it probable that

they will be. ,,

 

Inclosore in No. 183.’ '-

Ewtmct from the »“ Libertil Pernambucano” of December 1,1855.

(Translation)

WE are informed that in the process commenced by the Chief of the
Police as “ Auditor da. Marinha,” in consequence ofthe capture of the slaver at
the mouth of the Serinhaem, and of the robbery. of many of the Africans

which came in her, the following persons are denounced as having incurred the

penalties of “ prison and defence,” under the 2nd Article of the Law of the 7th

of November, 1841 : as principals, Jofio José da Faria,‘ who dispatched the

vessel from Angola with the Africans, and Augusto de Mesquite, captain of the

said barque: and as accomplices, the bargeman, Manoel Elias Salgado, Manoel
Fidelis de Nascimen'to, Antonio da Silva Pereira, José Francisco Acceoly Luis,

Francisco (121 Paula Cavalcanti Wanderley, and Dr. Antonio de Menezes Vascon-
cellos de Drummond. ‘
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No. 184.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 13.)

My Lord, Pernambuco, January 16,1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Return of the prices of

slaves'1n this province, during the half-year ended the 3lst December last.
. I have, 810.

(Signed) . H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.

 

Inclosure in No. 184.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Consulate of Pernambuco, during the
half-year ending Decembqr- 31, 1855.

 

 

Description. Currency. Sterling.

, Reis I Reis > £ .9. d. £ .9. (1

African males . . . . . . . . 7003000 to 8003000 80 4 ’2 to 91 13 4

Ditto females . . .. .. .. 6503000 750$ooo 74 9 7 85 18 9

Creole males . . . . . . . . 800$000 900$000 91 13 4 103 2 6

Ditto, with trades V . . . . . . l,000$000 l,500$000 114 ll 8 171 17 6

Ditto females . . . . . . . . 700$000 800$000 80 4 2 91 13 4

Infants, sucking, to 5 years . . . . 100$000 30053000 11 9 2 34 7 6

Children, 5 to 12 years . .. . . 300$000 , 500$000 34 7 6 57 5 10  
 

V (Signed) H. AUGUSTUS COWPER, Consul.
. Britisthomulate, Pemamlmco, December 31, 1855.

 

No. 185.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendanr—(Received February 13.)

My Lord, Pernambuco, January 16, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Quarterly Return

of Afi'ican Trade for the three months ending the 315’s December last.
I have, &c.

(Signed), H. AUGUSTUS COWPER.
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No. 186.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Olarendon.——(Received February 13.)

My Lord, Pemambuco, January 18, 1856.

THE Serinhaem Slave Trade case appears to be viewed by the Imperial

Government in the serious light which it really merits, and I am informed that

it has expressed its marked disapprobation of the conduct of the authorities
here ; it is indeed asserted, that the President 011' the Province and the Chief of the

Police are both dismissed, and only await the arrival of their successors.
The Brazilian squadron has been reinforced by a steamer, and the south

~ coast is so strictly guarded that I have reeommended Her Majesty’s ship

“Express ” to cruize to the northward.
The Government prosecution is proceeding, and true bills have been found

against the accused ; they will therefore be positively tried, but Whether before
a special Court, or the ordinary Tribunals, I have not yet heard.

A certain amount of mystery still hangs over the whole afi'air, but the

sincerity of the Imperial Government is beyond question; all its orders upon

this subject have been of the most peremptory nature, and none more, so than

its last for the recapture of the remaining stolen Afiicans. The President has in

consequence appointed a Military Delegate fer the district of Serinhaem, and
I am informed that he made his acceptance of the .post contingent upon his

being allowed to prosecute his search in secret. He returned to Pernambuco

to-day, however, complaining to the President that his plans‘had been completely

nullified by the Chief of the Police, who had caused notices to be attached to all

the church doors within the districts, offerin three times the value of each

African upon his safe delivery to him ;, this the delegate declares to be equivalent
to an advertisement to their holders to conceal them.

There was a report that the captured negroes in the power of the Provincial
Government were disappearing, and being reported dead, in avery suspicions

manner. Having occasion to visit the President, I questioned him regarding the

truth of this statement, and his Excellency assured me that it was. without

, foundation ; 4 only had died, and they had landed in a deplorable condition from
long-continued dysentery. _ ’

' I have; &c. ,
(Signed) H; AU USTUS COWPER.

 

N0; 187.

Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received March 10.)

My Lord, I ‘ ' Pernambuco, February 14, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your-Lordship a statement of the

prices of slaves in the province 'of Ceara during the past year.
~ ‘ I have, &c. ,

(Signed) H; AUGUSTUS COWPER.
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Inclosure in No. 187.

249' '

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District of the Vice-Consulate of Cearé, during the

haIf-year ending December 31, 1855.

 

 

Description. 1 Currency. Sterling. Remarks.

Reis. Rois. £ .9. d. £ 8. d. 3

African males 600$000 to 7003000 68 15 0 to 80 4 2 g .

Ditto females . 600$U00 7003000 68 15 0 SO 4 2 5.;

Creole ma1es 70095000 800335.100 80 4 2 91 13 4 go:

Ditto, With trades 90035000 1,0005000 103 2 6 114 11 8 57:;

Ditto, females . 700$000 850$000 so 4 2 97 7 n 3.3 g

Infants, sucking, lo 5 years 200$000 3003000 22 18} 4 34 7 6 2;;

Children, 5 to 12 years .. 15 0 2  300$000 6003000 34 7 6 68  
 

(Signed) JOHN WILLIAM STUDART, Vice-
British Vice-Consulate, C'et’vrii, December 31, 1,855.

 

Consul.



(250)

BRAZIL. (Consular)——-Rio Grmzde (/0 Sad.

 

No. 188.

Consul Vereker to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received August 14.)

My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Return showing the average prices of

slaves in this province during the past six months.
‘ . I have, &c.

(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.
 

Inclosure in No. 188.

RETURN showing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazi1,during

the six months ending June 30, 1855.

 

Average Prices in six monthly periods to the
 

Increase Decrease
December 3], 1854. June 30, 1855. in last in last Remarka.’
 

 

Classes of Slaves. __
’ six months.six months.

Currency. Sterling. Currency. Sterling.

Reis. e 9. d. Reis. e U. :0 s. 11. £ a. d.
Agricultural.

Males . . . 7005000 75 16 8 7205000 78 0 0 2 3 4

Females . . . 6605000 71 10 0 6503000 70 8 4 m. 1 l 8

Domestic.

Males ;. . . 1100,5000 8613 4 81055000 87 15 0 l l 8

Females . . ,. 7405000 80 3 4 7505000 31 5 0 l l 8

Mining . . . None.

Newly Imported.

Males . . . 4505000 48 15 0 }

Females . . . 4250000 46 010 M
m. .... m. None imported in

last six months.       
 

Exchange 0.152s. 2d. per mtheia. 0

' (Signed) H. P. VEREKER, Consul.
British Consulate, Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1855.

 

No. 189.

Consul Vereker to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received September 14..)

My Lord, ' Rio Granule do Sul, June 30, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to submit the following observations in‘reference to

the state of slavery in this district during the twelveinonthly period ended this
day, premising that no authentic information of landings of Bozal negroes within
the district, during that period, has reached this Consulate, and that there is'
reason to believe that no such landings were effected. .

The authorities of this province have adopted active means with a view to
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prevent any landing of negroes, and have maintained a body of police along th e
most accessible parts of the coast; these measures have doubtless had the efi'e ct
of deterring speculators from attempting to renew this vile Traffic.

The number of slaves who have left through this port during the above—
mentioned period, has greatly exceeded the number of those who have entered,
and there seems to exist much probability that the diminution of slaves from
this cause will continue in an increasing ratio.

The prices of slaves have evidently an upward tendency, and many instances
have occurred of one conto of reis (108l.) being obtained for young male and
female slaves; the average prices, meantime, as is shown by the .siX-monthly
returns, do not manifest any considerable I'ise,'but this may be presumed to be
due to exceptional and temporary causes, chiefly the high cost of provisiOns,
which has induced many slavevowners to dispose of their superfluous slaves: the
reaction which will probably occur, may have the effect of enhancing a very
rapidly the future prices.

The wages of hired slaveshave also increased. Two years since the average
rate was about eight dollars for males, and six to seven dollars for females, to
be employed in . the capacity of domestic serVants, Whereas the average at
present is ten dollars for males and eight for females. ' ,

Immigration from Europe has been on an increased scale during the past
twelve months, and a new law with regard to the distribution of public lands is
calculated to encourage this movement ; but until the immigrants are admitted
into the general system of labour in the country, and until the inhabitants learn
to' prefer, cwterz's paribus, free to slave labour, the advantages which ought to
result from this increase of an enlightened population can be but imperfectly
developed. 7, ‘ ‘ . '

An illustration of this observation is found in the failure of the Colony of
British subjects formed in this province 'under the name “Dom Pedro II.” The
land upon which the colonists were: placed was certainly Of inferior quality, and
its produce seemingly insuflicient to support them, but had they possessed the
pewer of obtaining casual employment, when their necessities called for such ‘aid,
they might probably have remained here, and ultimately become useful members
of this society; they found, however, that in each occupation they had to

' struggle against the competition of slave-lab’our—a hopeless task, as the produce
of slave labour can be made in this province to undersell that of free labour, in
consequence of the slaves in the country parts receiving through only part of the
year constant employment in the cattle establishments, being transferred during
the remainder of the year to those fields of industry upon which the immigrant
would mainly rely. Under subh conditions, as the produce of their ‘farms alone
was inadequate to maintain them, these cOlonists have judged right'to depart
from'this province in search of other lands Where slavery does not exist, ,, and
where they may find as competitors only those 'in Circumstances on a parity with
their own. ' ‘ i ' ' '

During the past twelve months, questions in connection With the kidnapping
of persons of colour in'the Republic of the Uruguay, with theobje'ct of selling
such persons as slayes 'in Brazil, have been brought prominently before the
public ;'it may, therefore, not be unsuitable in this report With brevity to allude
to Such questions. '

Several cases have occurred in which whole families have been seized
by Brazilian parties, forcibly carried into this province, and sold as slaves,
being usually separated as much as practicable. The facility with Which these
sales are effected shows verypowerfully the inefficiency of the laws enforCed in
this country to prevent such unjustifiable transactions. One example will
suffice to elucidate this fact.

In the early part of the past year, Mathew, a negro residing at Leivas, in
the Republic of the Uruguay, Rufina, a negress with whom he cohabited, and
four of their. children, Were forcibly seized by a party headed by Fermiano José
de Mello, and brought to this province; two children who were absent at the
time of the seizure being left in the Republic. On arriving in this province two
of the children ‘were sold at Piratiny, VMatheW was disposed of at Cangussfi, and
R-ufina, with the two remaining children, were sold to Laurindo José da. Costa,
and brought by him to Porto Alegre, with the’ object, it was presumed, of
forwarding them from thence to the Northern Provinces.

Other instances, not less cruel, might be adduced, but‘I have preferred the
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above, as it is authenticated by the President of this Province, in his address on
opening the Provincial Assembly on the 2nd October last.

When the possibility of such transactions occurring, and yet more, the
facility with which they do take place, is considered, it becomes manifest that
the laws acted upon in Brazil are insufficient to protect free persons of colour in
the enjoyment of their unalienable rights. ‘

The most obvious mode of supplying the deficiency referred to, appears to
exist in the complete registration of all slaves——a service which might be performed
through the medium of oflicers at present existing in the various districts; a severe
punishment being imposed, on all persons who unduly registered as slaves those
who were not legally recognized as such, and’ the sellers and purchasers of
persons not previously registered as slaves being rendered liable to the pains
and penalties imposed on persons who act in contravention of the existing laws

' against the Slave Trade. ,
The late President of this Province (SenhorCausausfio de Sinimbu), appears

to have been sensible of the advisableness and urgency of the enactment of a law
providing for the registry of slaves; but the retirement of that gentleman, and
the divisions prevalent in the Provincial Assembly, may for the moment have
retarded a measure so desirable.

This question may be regarded in a different and not less important view.
It is evident that whilst it is not‘only practicable, but easy, to transfer as slaves
the free subjects of an adjoining State, who are ignorant of the Portuguese
language, the facilities for such transactions, in the case of negroes illegitimateiy
brought from the coast of Africa, especially of those who have acquired the
national idiom, must be infinitely more prevalent. Transfers of the latter do
therefore continually take place; the laws of Brazil are proved inefficacious;
and a large body of persons in this country learn to despise these laws, to enter
upon a course of criminal speculations, and, eeasing to be good men, lose by the
same acts their attributes as loyal subjects. Such men doubtlessly only want
the opportunity to extend the sphere of their actions ; and finding they can set
at naught the laws Which prohibit the retention in slavery of persons not reCOg-
nized as slaves, they will manifestly he as ready, should the occasion present
itself, to contravene the laws affecting the introduction of negroes from Africa.
In such cases it may be doubted whether it would not be preferable to omit
legislation than to pass laws Which in their obvious and declared intention are
sufl'ered to remain without forCe. , y '

It appears a necessary condition in the passing of these anti-slavery laws,
calculated as they are to effect a great moral and social improvement in this
nation,’vthat.all measures required for their complete development should be
sanctioned and supported by those in authority; such laws becoming then, in
lieu of? adeclaration of opinion“ on the part of the Brazilian Government, a real
engine fer the raising of the social condition of the people—an irresistible guide
in the right path to the masses of the population. ‘

Among measures thus required, certainly not the least important will be a
law for the registration of all slaves throughout the Empire.

I have, 8w. ,
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.
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No. 190.

Consul Westwobd to the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Received August 14.)

My Lord, . ‘ Rio de Janeiro, June 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Lordship’s information, that during

the quarter ending this day no arrivals have been reported from the coast of

Africa; and that the departures for Africa during the same period consisted of

_ two Portuguese vessels as set forth in the'inclosed list.
I have, 8m.

(Signed) » JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.
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N0. 191. _

Consul Westwood t0 the Earl of CZarendoné-(Received Auguét 14.)

My Lord, ' Rio de Janeiro, July 2, 1855.

I HAVE the honourto transmit, herewith, in accordance with the instructions

contained in Viscount Palmerston’s Circular dated the 4th (of October, 1850,

a Return showing the price of slaves in this province during: the last six

months.
I have, 810.

(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.

 

Inclosure in No. 1191.

PAPER showing the Price 0f'S1aves in the Province of Rio de Janéiruyduring the half—year ending

June 30, 1855, as far as can be ascertained by Her Majesty's Consul atRio de Janeiro.

 

 

Price of Slaves. ', ‘ Price of Slaves

Class of Slaves. ' , as per last Rethrn, 5 Remarks.

In ‘currency. In sterling. 1n Ste1‘11ng.;
 

Reis. Reis. £ 3. d. £ .9. :1. 45. .y. (L £ 9. (l.

Agricultural. »

Males .. ..l,000$t01,200$11613 410140 11 0 116 13: 41014000 0

 Femhles .. .. 800$ 1,0003— 93 6 8 1116 13 4 93 6 8 116 ‘13 ) 4

Mning.

Males . . ' .. E:

‘ About the same as Agricultural. 3

Females . . ‘. 0?.”

, 393
Dumestic. 1 ,

3
.E

Ma1es .j. , ..'1,000$ 1501311613 4 1175 0 0116164 175 0‘0

Females .:. ..1,000$ 1,4009; 116 13 4 163 [‘6’ 8 116 13 '4 163 T 6 t_s

Newly Imported.

N
o

ma
te
ri
al

al
te
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ti
on

ha
s
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ke
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lh
ah
ce

111
th
e
pr
ic
e
of

sl
av
es

  
 

 

Males . . ‘ v
_ None imported during the last six months.

Females ,1. 1 ,

' (Signed) I JNO. J. c; WESTWOOD, 0mm.
Rio db Janeiro, July '2, 1855. " ' V

No. 192.

Consul Westwood to the‘Earl of Clarendoh.——(Réceived November 14.)

My Lord, I 1 Rio 'de Janeiro, Octobjer 4, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, a Return of the vessels that are

reported to have arrived at this port from the coast of Africa during the quarter
ending on the 30th ultimo, and a list of the sailings for Africa during the same
period.

I have, &c. . 1 .
(Signed) JNO. J.: C. WESTWOOD
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No. 193.

Consul Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received March 10.)

My Lord, I Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that during the quarter

ending on the 3lst ultimo, no vessels were reported to have arrived in this port

from the coast of Africa ; and i beg leave to inclose a List of the vessels that

sailed for Africa duringthe same period.
’ I have, 8w.

(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.
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t No. 194.

‘r‘Consul‘ Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon.——.-(Recéived March 10.)

(No. 2.)
, , .1

My Lord, ' ~ - Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith; for your Lordship’s information,

'a Return showing the prices of slaves in this province during the six months

ending on the 31st ultimo.

' I have, 8w. .

, (Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.

 

Inc1osufe in No. 194.

PAPER showing the Price of Slaves in the Province of Rio de Janeiro, during the half-year ending

December 31, 1855,35 far as can be ascertained by Her Majesty's Consul at Rio de Janeiro,

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

‘ Price of Slaves. Price of Slaves .

Class of Siaives. ‘ . » ”____ as per last Return, . Remarks.

In Currency. ‘ In Sterling. 1n Sterhng.

. . Reis. Reis. £ 3. :1. ’£ .9. d. 33 .9. cl. .6 s. d. 4,1

h
. 4::

Agricultural. V _ . .‘ \ Z

11/131193 V . . . . 1,0003t0 1,6100% 11?. 10 0t0157 10 O 116‘ 13 4to'140 '0 0 g?
V . .7 "E

Females .. . . 1 800,5.“ 1,100fi 90 O Q 123 15 U 93 6 S 116 13 4 a

25-“

I .Mifling.
2‘

Males ‘ ' g E

About the same as Agricultural. ‘ 1'6

Females . .
'5 '5

E “a

.
'1 5: '3

Domestzc. ; t 3 SB
4 E J: >

3:13.158 . . . . 1,000$ 1,600$ 1112 10 0 180 0 0 gllfi l3 4 175 0 O E 5

, 2 L =53

Females .. . . 1,0003 1,400.31112 10 0 157 10 0 2116 13 4 163 6 8 g

'5

Neng Imported.
é:

Males
2

None imported during the last six months. 3

Females . . . .
FL:

(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD, Consul.

Rio de szeira, Jan-uavy 22, 1856.

 

No. 195.

Consul Westwood to the Earl of ClarendonE—(Recei'ved March 10.)

My Lord, ' Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1856.

I HAVE much satisfaction in reporting .to your Lordship that, from the

best information I have been able to obtain, no Slaves were landed in this

province during the year 1855.

Towards the close of the year difl'erent reports were in circulation that slaves

had been landed both to the northward and southWard of this port, but on strict

inquiry it appeared that such reports were incorrect. It is, however, certain that

of late there has been a strong desire on the part of slave-dealers to recommence  
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the Trade, but up to the present time they have been detérred from embarking in
such nefarious transactions by the stringent measures Which the Imperial
Government continue to employ to prevent the reappearance of the Traffic.

I transmit, inclosed, for your Lordshipfs information, a Return showing the
quantity and value of the staple productions (the result of slave labour) exported
during the past year.

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) JNO. J. C.” WESTWOOD.

 

Inclosure in No. 19.3.

SI‘M'EMENT of the Amount and Value of Exports of Stayle Productions from Rio de Janeiro, the

' result of Slave Labour, during the year 1855.

 2 x
i .
' Sterhng value,

 

Description of‘Produce. Quantity. > incluqing Shipping Total;
Charges and Duties.

. ‘£ .9. d. :3 .9. d,

Cpfi‘ee 2,409,543 bags 7,2171,771 O 0

Sugar 8,200 cases 125,843 0 O

Rosewood. . 87,180 ‘0 O. 't 19,398 planks
v
t  

 

 

The value of other articles of produce, such as Hides, Horns, Rice,
Tapioca, Rum, Tobacco, Ipecacuzmha, &c.,' exported during 1855,
may 'be estimated at

tTotal value of produce shipped during 1855 7,678,794 0 0 
7,3 78,794 0 0"

300,000 0 0

 

 

(Signed) J"NO. J. C. WESTWOOD, Consul.
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Nor 196.

Consul Callander to the Earl of Clarendon.’—(Received March 10, 11856.)

My Lord, I ' St. Catherine’s, December 31, 1855.

I HAVE the satisfaction to report that, to the best of my knowledge, no

slaves have been imported direct from Africa into this province; 'and no vessel

has been fitted out in this province for the Slave Trade, during the past year.

. The number of slaves exported to Rio de Janeiro during the year, by

the police returns, amounts to l03; though 'I am informed that several have

been sent back, on account of the risk from the epidemic prevailing there.

Prices continue very high and arbitrary, on account of the'great‘ demand. '

- I have, &c. " ; ‘

(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.
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No. 197.

>. The Earl. of Clarendon to .‘Lord Cowley.

My Lord, V Foreign Oflice, April 5,1855.

IN accordance with the agreement Whiph _was entered into between the

Governments of Great Britain and France in the year: 1848 to communicate to

each ether, at the conclusion of each year, a lfeturn of‘ the vessels captured by

their I'espectiVe squadrons employed 'on the VVgst Coast, of AfriCa in the suppres-

sion of the Slave Trade under the Convention of 1845, I transmit to' your

Lordship hel‘eWith, for communication to the French Government, Returns drawn

up in the form agreed upon, of the captures made by Her Majesty’s squadron

during the 'year 1854. ‘ ' ' ‘

I . 1 I am, 8:0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 198. ‘

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Cowley.

My Lord, queign Oflice, February 12, 1856.

IN accordance with the agreement whiph was entered into between the
Governments of Great Britain and France in the year 1848, to communicate to

each other at the conclusion of each year, a Return of the vessels captured by
their respective squadrons employed on the West Coast of Africa in the sup-

pression of the Slave Trade under the Convention of 1845, I transmit to your
Lordship herewith, for communication to the French Government, a Return,
drawn up in the form agreed upon, 'of the captures made by Her Majesty’s
squadron during the year 1855.

V , I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 199.

Lord waley to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 23.)

My Lord, Paris, February 22, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a note which I have
received from Cotmt Walewski, thanking me for the Return‘ of the vessels
captured during the year 1855, by Her Majesty’s squadron employed on the
West Coast of Africa in the suppression of the Slave Trade, which I had
transmitted to him as instmcted by your Lordship in your despatch of the
12th instant.

I have, &C. .
(Signed) , COWLEY.

 

Inclosure in No. 199.

Count Walewski to Lord Cowley.

M. l’Ambassadeur, Pam‘s, le 21 Fe’vrz’er, 1856.
J’AI reeu, avec la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait l’honneur de

m’adresser le 14 de ce mois, le tableau des prises faites dans le courant de
l’année 1855 par les navires de Sa Majesté Britannique employés 51a répression
de la Traite des Noirs sur la C6te Occidentale d’Afrique, et je m’empresse de la
remergier de cette Communication. ‘ ‘

Agréez, 8m. ,
(Signé) A. WALEWSKI.
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f No. 200.

Mr.,1)oyle to the Earl of Cldrendon.-e—(Received April 5.)

(Extract) ‘ I . . Mexico,,March 4, 1855."

IN my despatch of the 7th ultimo * I had the honour to inclose, for

your Lordship’s information, the copy of anote which I had received from his

Excellency Don Manuel ~Diez de Bonilla, informing me that 'the privilege

granted to the houses of Goicouria and Zangronis of the Havana hadgbeen

revoked, as far as allowing them to contract such Indians in Yucatan as had

been made prisoners in thewar. of castes now raging in that peninsula, and

that henceforward they could only contract freevIndians torwork in the Island of

Cuba. ' v ' ‘ , ‘ . , , _

I regret now to be obliged to inform your Lordship, that an agent for those

houses, of the name of Don José Temes, has within the last few days madea

fresh arrangement with this Government. v . , - , a ,

Upon this report reaching me, I immediately called upon Sefion Bonilla

and asked him whether there was any truth in it. _ , 7

v He said that the agent in question had requested 'leave totcontract the wild

Indians on the northern frontier, which had been immediately granted, and

further, that the Government had been asked whether they Would set at liberty

such Indians as were condemned to punishment in Yucatan, if- theyyolunteered

to leave the country, and that the Government had also acceded to this request.

I recalled to his Excellency’s mind what had taken place already with

regard to the Indian prisoners, and that it was evident that the request. to

contract Apaches and other wild Indians, was too hollow to be entertained fora

moment, and was a mere blind to cover their real schemes, namely,‘ of again

getting possession of the unfortunate Indians of Yucatan; and that I regretted

most sincerely that the humane disposition taken a few days since '1 by his

Serene Highness should have been revoked in such a manner : but that at, any

rate I trusted he would revoke the permission given by the late Governorof

Yucatan to embark Indians at Rio Lagartos, and that no contracts should be

made except at Merida,_ or ‘embarkation allowed except under the control of the

Mexican authorities. ‘ . « . , . , ,.

His Excellency promised to give orders in accordance with my desires, but

he added that the Government had agreed to the request about :the prisoners,

because it was an advantage to get "them out of the country, and it Was also an

advantage to the prisoners themselves ;' for which reasons, the Government did

not feel authorized to refuse the request made to them. v 7 .,

I- have .addressed‘a note to his Excellency on this subject, whichI will

forward to your Lordship whenever I receivehis Excellency’s answer. , - , ,

I 'shall send this deepatch under flying seal to Consul—General Crawford in

the Havana, so that he may know what has taken place, and inform ‘the

Captain-General of the class of colonists likely to be furnished him from this

country. ,

>P.S.——I inclose herewith, for your Lordship’s "information, acopy: of the

4* Class B, presented 1855, No. 271;  
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answer I addressed to his Excellency Sefior Bonilla, in reply to his note of the
6th ultimo, a copy of which was transmitted in my despatch of the 7th
ultimo.

 

Inclosure in No. 200.

Mr. Doyle to Sefior Bom’lla.

Mem'co, February 9, 1855.

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, has
had the honour to receive the note of his Excellency Don Manuel Diez de
Bonilla of the 6th instant, informing him that his Serene Highness the President
has directed the present Governor of the State of Yucatan to make a report
upon all the several points contained in the two notes of the Undersigned dated
the 20th ultimo, with respect to the questiqn of the Contracts to be made with
the Indians of that Peninsula to go as colmiists to the Island of Cuba; and his
Excellency says that this measure has been adopted by the Supreme Govern-
ment, as it is resolved to clear up everything which has taken place with respect
to this business, and issue such orders as it may still consider necessary. His
Excellency also states that his Serene Highness, as a further proof of the interest
he takes in the welfare of his fell'ow-citizens, had revoked the permission he had
given to‘the houses of Goicouria arid Zangrqnis to hire for a term of years such

, Indians as had been made prisoners in the war of castes now raging in Yucatan,
A 'for fear that by any means abuses should be committed against those unfortunate

creatures ; and his Excellency adds that, if the Governor of Yucatan had
allowed any Indian prisoners to be sent to the Island of Cuba, it was because

; the order revoking the grant, which was dated the 2nd of last December, and
which was forwarded through the Department of Foreign Affairs, had not yet
reached him.

The Undersigned begs to inform his Exeelleney Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla
that it will afford him the sincerest pleasure to communicate this fact to Her
'Majesty’s Government, proving, as it will, the determination of his Serene
Highness to continue to take every measure which will prevent the possibility
of' the Mexican Government or nation being mixed up in any way in so nefa-
rious a Traflic as that of selling their fellow-eitizens.

His Excellency also forwards to the Undersigned the copy of an official
doc ent drawn up by the Mexican Consul in the Havana, by which it appears
that the Indian prisoners, on their arrival at the Havana, had de'claméd to him
that they had gone there of their own free will, and had refused 'to be taken back
to Yucatan ; From all of v which his Excellency states he feels. certain the Under-
signed will perceive that none of the Yucatan Indians have been reducedto a
state of slavery, nor the Treaty between Great Britain and Mexico infringed.

The Undersigned will not enter into any discussion With respect to the
' contents of this document, so entirely opposed to the terms of the petition they
addressed to Governor Cardenas, when they were about to he sent to the
Havana; but knowing, as the Undersigned does, the constant efforts for a
series of years which had been made by his Excellency Don Manuel Diez de
'Bonilla even when he did not occupy his present post, to prevent anything in
the shape of slavery being carried on, either: in the Mexican territory or under
its flag, the Undersigned feels certain that his Excellency will admit that, in
making the complaint he did against Governor Cardenas and Colonel Jimenez,
the Undersigned did no more than his duty, both towards the Government of
this country as well as towards that of Her Britannic Majesty; inasmuch as,
having been made'acquainted by his Excellency Sefior Bonilla with the precise
nature of the orders given by his Serene Highness the President for the protection
ofthe Indian prisoners, he found those orders deliberately broken through by Sefior

' Cardenas, as was proved by the answer given by him to, the petition of the Indian
prisoners above alluded to, which was inclosed in the note of the Undersigned
of the 20th ultimo, as in that answer Sefior Cardenas clearly stated that he
would net listen to their petition because they were prisoners of war,'whereas
the orders of his Serene Higlhucss the President were, that those very prisoners
were to be allowed to exercise their free will in going to the Island ef'Cuha 01'
remaining in Yucatan. 4 . ,
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It was, therefore, With the desire of proving to the Supreme Government

the manner in which Sefior Cardenas was deliberately breaking through its

orders for the protection of its citizens, and, as the Undersigned has before

observed, also the Constitution of. the country, as well as, virtually, the Treaty

with Great Britain, that he brought this conduct of Sefior Cardenas before the

attention of his Excellency Sefior Bonilla, and the Undersigned learns With

pleasure that the Supreme Government have determined .to have it properly

examined into.
Before closing this note he will also assure his Excellency that, having

communicated the nature of the orders given by the Supreme Government to

the British Consular Agent in Merida, the Undersigned feels assured that, in

taking the measures he did, he only acted as he considered the Mexican Govern-

ment would have wished him to do, as he felt certain it would wish him to leave

no means untried to prevent orders from being disobeyed in a matter of such

interest to the honour of this Republic.

The Undersigned, 850. (Signed) P.’ W. DOYLE.

 

N0. 201.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

Sir, ' Foreign O_fi’ice, April 18, 1855. _

WITH reference to my despatch to you of the 29th of September,*

1854, respecting the prej udicial efl'ect Which the Spanish Decrees of March 22,.

1854, are likely to have upon the interests of the Yucatan immigrants into Cuba,

I now transmit to you a copy of a. despatchi' which I have received from Her

Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, inclosing a. copy of a letter addressed to him on

the 12th ultimo by the Spanish Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, Stating the reasons

why the Spanish Government cannot consent to the request which was addifessed

to them by Her Majesty’s Government through Lord Howden, that certain

modifications should be introduced into the Royal Decrees in question.

And I have to observe to you that this decision of the Spanish Government

will render increased vigilance necessary on the part of British functionaries

respecting the importation of Yucatan Indians into Cuba.
Iam,&c. Vi, I

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 202. '

l‘vIr. Doyle to the Etirl of Clarendon.—- (Received May 2.)

(Extract.) » Mexico, April 2, 1855.

IN my despatch of the 4th ultimo, v I had the honour to estate to your

Lordship that the grants for shipping Indian prisoners from Yucatan to the

Island of Cuba, which had been revoked by this Government, Were again in force,

and that I would forward by the present packet a copy of the note I had addressed

on this subject to his Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla, as well as such

further correspondence as might take place on this matter. .

I have now the honour to forward it herewith, andyoul' Lordship will find

that the [same abuses with respect to those unfortunate Yucatan Indians can be

again committed, as the cloak With Which the agents have endeavoured to cover

their design, by offering to contract the Wild Apaches and Comanches, is too

absurd even to be belieVed for a moment by Sefior Bonilla.

Ihave told his Excellency that I consider' by the present arrangement that

the position of the Indians is worse than bef01‘e,_‘but that at any rate I trusted the

permission granted to embark Indians from R10 Lagartos would be withdrawn,

and that 110 contracts would be allowed to be drawn up, except in the presence of

the Indians, and before the competent Mexican authorities. '

‘1" Class I}, presented 1855, No. 260. j: No.274.‘  
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Your Lordship will perceive that I have obtained those two points.
I have not felt authorized to do more, as openly the Indians are to be

allowed to exercise their free will as to whether they will go 01’ not as labourers
to the Island of Cuba. ‘ .

Sefior Bonilla told me he had spoken strongly on this subject to General

Ampudia, lately appointed Governor—in-chief 9f Yucatan, and that he had great
confidence in the measures he would take to prevent abuses being committed.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 202.

Sefior Bonilla to M1". Doyle.

(TTanslationJ National Palace, Mem'co, March 8, 1855.

THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, has received his Excellency
Percy W. Doyle’s note of the lst instant, in which he requests to be informed if
what is said is true—that the house of Zangronis has solicited the repeal of the
revocation of the permission which was granted to them to ship to Cuba the
indigenous prisoners of Yucatan, and that they may be allowed to contract the
Indians of other tribes in the Republic for the same object.

The Undersigned hastens to answer the said note, to assure his Excellency
Mr. Doyle that his Serene Highness the General President’s resolution of the
2nd of last December, revoking the permission granted to the house of Zangronis
to ship'to Cuba the indigenous prisoners of Y‘peatan has not been repealed, and
that the said permission is therefore without effect.

The concession made on the 23rd yultime to that house, is, that upon the
same condition stipulated in the grant made to Don Tito Veeino, as agent of
Messrs. Goicouria Brothers, and with which his Excellency Mr. Doyle is already
acquainted, they may freely contract as field labourers those persons who, of
their own’ spontaneous will; and without any kind of compulsion, may be content
to work for them ; and that should any of thoee persons who are made prisoners
in the war Which is being carried on against the rebellious Indians of Yucatan,
be disposed to enter into the same kind of service, the punishment to which they
may have been Condemned will be remitted, on condition of their absenting
themselves from that department'for at least five years, during which time they
will work out the contract freely made by them, according to the several articles
of the above-meutioned grant made to Vecino.

Subject to similar conditions, permission was given by his Serene Highness,
on the 22nd of last month, to Messrs. Zangronis Brothers and C0,, merchants,
of the Havana; to centract, by means of their agents, the Indians “of other tribes
belonging to this Republic on the northern frontiers, with the view of shipping
them to the Isle of Pines, Porto Rico, St. Thomas, or the Island of Cuba,
where they will be engaged in domestic service, or in the fields, workshops, roads,
or factories; the said contracts being entirely’free on the part of the Indians, the
term of service not to exceed five years, and the contracts celebrated with the
knowledge and intervention of the authorities of the Republic. '

The contractors, moreover, hind themselves to inculcate social and moral
feelings upon the Indians, and to instruct them in the Catholic religion, in order
that they may return to their country; when their time is up, with good habits,
and a proper knowledge of the trade to which they have been devoted.

Having, With the above statements, complied with the wish of his Excellency
Mr. Doyle, the Undersigned, &c. , , , t ,

(Signed) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

InclOSure 2 in N0. 202.

Mr. Doyle to Sefior Bonilla. 1

Mexico, March 10, 1855.

THE Ufldei‘signed, 810., has had the honour to receive the note of his
Exeellency Don' Manuel Diez’ de Bonilla of the 8th instant, in answer to that,
whlch the Undersigned had addressed .to his Excellency on the let instant,
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inquiring whether the report which had reached him was true, that the permis-

sion which had formerly been given to the houses of Goieouria and Zangronis

had been again renewed, enabling them to contract for their use such Indians as

had been made prisoners in the war of castes now raging in Yucatan, and Who

were willing to go the Island of Cuba.
His Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla in his present note informs

the Undersigned that the Decree given by his Serene Highness the President

on the 2nd of last December, withdrawing that permission, has not yet been

revoked, inasmuch as what has been now granted to the houses in question

on the 23rd of last month is, that they may contract all such persons as

are willing to go to the Island of Cuba; and if any Indians who had been

made prisoners in the war now raging in Yucatan were willing to go to that

island, they were to be allowed to do so under. the express condition that they

were to remain absent from their country for a term of not less than five years. '

His Excellency also explains to the Undersigned the terms of the recent

grants made with respect to contracting the Indians of the other tribes resident

in the Republic. , - »

With respect to them the Undersigned will make no remark, because he

feels perfectly convinced that not only not a single contract will ever be signed,

or even attempted to be signed, with the wild Apaches, or Comanches, or any

other of those tribes ; and he will add, moreover, that in making such a proposi-

tion to this Government, the agents in question never had the slightest inten-

tion of making such an attempt, their object being- clearly to revert to their old

plan of getting hold of the Yucatan Indians, and which they could no longer do

in consequence of the Decree issued by his Serene Highness on the 2nd of last

December.
The Undersigned has now before him the note of his Excellency Don Manuel

Diez de Bonilla of the 6th of, last month, a copy of which was forwarded to Her

Majesty’s Government, in which his Excellency states that his Serene Highness

the President, as a fresh proof of his benevolent desire to watch over the welfare

of his fellow—countrymen, had, in accordance with this principle, revoked the

permission granted to the houses of Goicouria and Zangronis to contract the

Indians made prisoners in the war of castes raging still in Yucatan, because his

Serene Highness would not permit that there should exist even the slightest

appearance of their being reduced to a state resembling that of slavery ; and the

Undersigned has also before him the communication published in the official

'ournal of the Government, addressed, on this snbject,~ by theyMinister of the

Interior to the Minister of War, in which his Excellency, after repeating that the

grant in question had been revoked by his Serene Highness the President, because

he was both determined to do away with every suspicion that these unfortunate

Indians might even be considered to be kept in a state of slavery, and, more than

all, to shut the door to the susceptibility of the anarchists, and to do away with

all pretexts for throwing discredit on the Supreme Government and mining

it in the public opinion, which the Supreme Government should do at all cost,

his Excellency states that the permission above referred to had been revoked,

and he calls upon the Minister of “far not only to communicate that fact to the

Governor of the State of Yucatan, but also to direct the Governor of Lower

California to prepare a penal establishment where the Indians should work out

their time, after which they should be put entirely at liberty.

In presence of these two documents, and of the correspondence which has

already passed on this subject, the Undersigned is constrained to say that he

cannot but consider that the order given 'by his Serene Highness the

President on the 2nd of last December has not only been entirely revoked,

'but the position of the Indians has been rendered more precarious: first,‘

because formerly the contracts they- Were supposed to sign were to be

valid for from one to two years, if possible, but in no case to exceed five»

years, whereas at present it appears from his Excellency’s statement that they

are not to he made, for a less term than five years; and it is evident, with the >

disposition so clearly evinced by the contractors, those documents may be drawn

up in such a manner as to render impossible the return of the Indians to their

own country, reducing them by that means virtually to a state of slavery; and

secondly, because one of the points most'dwelt upon by his Excellency Senhor

Bouilla was, that the Supreme Government never would sanction anything like.

selling to a foreign commercial house their fellow-citizens, and therefore the  
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strictest orders had been given to the Governor of Yucatan to leave it to the
free Will of the Indians either to go to the Island of Cuba or to work out their
sentence in Yucatan.

The object of the order of the 2nd of December, With the view above
stated, was no longer to allow any Indian prisoners to go to Cuba, but to send
them to Lower California, where, after a certain time, they were to be allowed
to establish themselves as citizens.

From the present moment it is again in the power of the agents of the

houses of Zangronis and Goieouria to carry into effect their former plan.
The Undersigned is well aware that the Supreme Government of this ‘

country would not sanction the Slave Trade to be carried into execution upon
the persons of their fellow-citizens, but he has no hesitation in saying that the

agents of the houses in question Would use every means in their power to force
the Indians to go to the Island of Cuba, and the late Governor of Yucatan,

Sefior Cardenas, seems to have been perfectly willing to assist those nefarious
views; and the Undersigned is justified in making this statement from the
answer given by him to the unfortunate Indian prisoners, Who laid before him
their petition not to be forced to leave their ceuntry.

The Undersigned will here give the words of that answer :—

“ Merida, December 16, 1854.

“ The foregoing petition cannot be listened to, because, according to the
information Which has been received, the petitioners appear as prisoners
of war.

(Signed) “ CARDENAS.”

It was this answer which rendered it necessary for the Undersigned, in the
execution of his duty, to call upon the Supreme Government to have Sefior
Cardenas’ conduct inquired into, as he seemed determined to break through the
Anti-Slave Trade Treaty With Great Britain, the laws of his country, by obliging
those Indians to undergo what they evidently considered a worse punishment in
a foreign country, as well as the strict orders given on this subject through his
Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla. ‘

The Undersigned will take this opportunity of requesting to be informed,
for transmission to Her Majesty’s Government, what has been the result of the
inquiry which his Excellency promised the Undersigned, in his note of the 6th
ultimo, should be made into the conduct of Sefior Cardenas. '

Fully aware, as the Undersigned is, ofthe sentiments of his Excellency Den
Manuel Diez de Benilla on the subject of slavery, he will take leave to commu-
nicate some information which he has received on the above question, so that his
Excellency may give such orders as he may consider necessary. ,

When the Indians sent in the “Maria Jacinta ”, and “Anita ” were
embarked at Sisal from Merida, they were sent down there guarded, and
chained together until they were put on board the vessel which was to take
them to the Havana. This is but little in accordance with the statements
forwarded to the Supreme Government by the Mexican Consul in that port, of
their delight and happiness at going there, and of their earnest prayer not to be
sent back to Yucatan, but is a strong testimony in favour of the truth of their
sentiments as expressed in their petition to Sefior Cardenas not to be sent
there.

Perhaps his Excellency Sefior'Bonilia is not aware who was the interpreter
employed by Sefier Carvalho, the Mexican Consul. He was the agent in the
pay of the house of Goicouria. Sefior Carvalho declared that a servant of his
own, who understands the Maya language, said that the interpreter had trans-
lated what had been said faithfiiliy : but, as a matter of justice to those unhappy
men, surely an interpreter in whom faith could be placed should be employed.

Moreover, With respect to the Indians embarked in the “Maria Jacinta”
and “Anita,” the formalities decreed by his Excellency Don Manuel Diez dc
‘Bonilla were not observed by Sefier Cardenas. Those prisoners had never been
condemned to any punishment whatever, as they had not been tried, nor were
they allowed the choice of their being punished in their own country, according
to their ofi'ences, or of being shipped off, to the Island of Cuba.

The contracts Which appear to be signed by them, were subscribed by a
clerk of the house of Goieouria, Without consulting the will’ of the Indians,-
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who had already been sent to the port of Sisal, a distance of twelve leagues from

Merida.
The Undersigned has already had the honour of bringing before the atten-

tion of the Supreme Government the illegal grant made by Sefior Barbuchan

to Sefior Martyn y il‘orrens to form a fishing establishment in the Isle dc

Mugeres, and which it is well lmowu has been made use of to kidnap and carry

off to the Island of Cuba some of the unfinrturmte Indians living on the coast ;

and he has also urged upon the attention of his Excellency Sefior Bonilla the

grant, made on his own responsibility by Senior Cardenas to the houses of

Zangronis and Goicouria to embark Indians at Rio Lagai‘tos.

The Undersigned feels assured that Sefior Bonilla, desirous, us the Under-

signed knows his Excellency is, to prevent any abuses being committed towards

the unfortunate Indians of Yucatan, will at once take the necessary measures for

annulling the illegal grant made to Sefior Martyn y Torrens, and iseue the

strictest orders to prevent any Indians being again embarked at Rio Lagartos,

or any other point where the conduct of the agents of the houses of Goicouria

end Zangronis cannot be properly watched by the Mexican authorities, and that

110 contracts shall henceforward be made with them except in their presence, and

under the immediate authority of the Governor of Yucatan.

The Undersigned is the more anxious on this point, because, when Captain

Debbie, commanding Her il'iajesty’s steam—vessel “ l‘iuzzard,” called lately of?

Rio Lagartos, he reported, on his arrival at the He Inna, that there were at that

time .80 more Indians kept there for the purpose of being- sent to the Island of

Cuba by the first opportunity.

Captain Debbie has received instructions to call again off that point, as well

as at Sisal, on his return to Vera Cruz, and the Undersigned will not fail to

communicate all such intbrmation'as he may receive frmu that ofiieer to his

Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla, to Whom the Undersigned, 8w;
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inelosure 3 in No. 202.

Sailor Boniltu to Mr. Doyle.

(Translation) ' ' National Palace, Mai’ch 17, 1855?

THE Undereigned, 810., has acquainted his Imperial Highness with the

contents of the note of his Excellency Percy W. Doyle on the 10th instant, With

reference to the last permission granted to Messrs. Zangronis Brothers and (2-0.,

to contract the natives of Yucatan, and those of the tribes of the northern

frontiers ; and the Undersigned is commanded by his Serene Highness to inform

his Excellency Mr. Doyle that the Supreme Government had already anticipated

his Wishes, inasmuch as 'with the View of preventing the contracts which the

. houses of Goicouria and Zangronis may make with the natives being abused, the

Government of the Department of Yucatzmwas instructed on the 8th instant

that all such contracts, When they cannot be made before the Governor, must

be signed in the presence of persons duly authorised, in order that the same may

be done with the proper solemnity and validity.

, As it is also the wish of his Serene Highness that no permission whatsoever

’be given to embark the natives who may sign contracts at the River Lagm‘tos or

other such ports, hut only at Sisal, Campeaehé, 01' other ports open to com-

merce,’ the most precise instructions as to the way in which they are to be

embarked and conveyed with safety and convenience have been issued.

The Undersigned, 8w.
, '

. ‘ (Signed) . MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.
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No. 203.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, May 8, 1855.

WITH reference to your de'spatch of the 4th of March, on the subject
of the transportation of the Yucatan Indian prisoners of war from Mexico
to Cuba, I have to state to you that all doubt, if any had existed, of the
nature of these abominable transactions hag; been removed by the examina-
tion of the poor Indians which, as I learn frpm Mr. Crawford} takes place on
their arrival in Cuba; and Her Majesty’s quernment trust that the Mexican
Government, for the sake of humanity and of its own credit, will at once put an
end to the Slave Trade now carrying on from the territory of the Republic.

I am, 810.
(Signed) CLARENDON. '

 

No. 204.

The Earl of Clarehdon t9 Mr. Doyle.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiice, May 12, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd ultimo, inclosing copies
of correspondence which had passed between yourself and the Mexican Minister
for Foreign Affairs, respecting the compuleory transportation to Cuba of
Yucatan Indians, under the pretence of their being free colonists, and I have in
reply to express to you my entire approval of your proceedings in this matter.

 

No. 205.

Mr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon.-(Received June 7.)

My Lord, Mexico, May 3, 1855.
IN my despatch of the 2nd Februaryfi I had the honour to inform your

Lerdship that I had repeated my request to Sefior Bonilla that the Supreme
Government would Withdraw the permission given to Messrs. Martyn y Torrens,
of the Havana, to form fishing establishments of? the coast of Yucatan, as I had
every reason to believe they had been made use of to kidnap and carry of
Indians to the Island of Cuba.

Your Lordship will perceive by the inclosed Decree that the permission. in
question has now been withdrawn.

I have, 820.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

IncloSure lvin No. 205‘;

V Sefior Bonilla to Mr. Doyle.

(Translation) Mexico,'May l, 1855.
THE Undersigned, 820., has the honour to transmit to Mr. Percy Doyle“

the Decreelmade public by the Ministry of Public Works on the 12th of March
last, revoklng the one published by the former State of Yucatan on the 213’s of
Jone, 1848, conceding to Spanish vessels the right of fishing on the coasts of
that peninsula.

By this measure his Excellency will see that an end has’been put to the

*‘ No 326. 9“ Class B, preSented 1855, No. 269.
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fear which he expressed in several notes that, upon the pretext of fishing, the

Spanish vessels occupied themselves in carrying ofl' natives of Yucatan in order

to transport them to Cuba, and there employ them as slaves.

The Undersigned, &c. '

(Signed) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 205.

Decree.

Ministry of “Fomento,” Colonization, Industry, and Commerce, -

(Translation) of the Mexican Republic.

HIS Serene Highness the General President has been pleased to isshe the

following Decree:—-—
' ' , V

Antonio L0pez de Santa Anna, &c., 8w.

The, Decree issued on the 21st of June,y18y48,,by the Government of the"

ancient State of Yucatan, by which permission was given to Spanish vessels to

fish on the coasts of that peninsula, is hereby annulled. 7 ,

‘ Wherefore, I- command that this beprinted, made public, circulated, and

that due observance be given to it. ' ' ' '

Given in the Palace of the National Government in Mexico this 12th day

of March, 1855. ,
L (Signed) ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA.

 

No. 206.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Lettsom.

Sir, ' . _’ 7 Foreign Ofiice, June 30, 1855. .

WITH reference to Mr. Doyle’s deepatch 0f the 3rd of May, inclesing

a copy of a Decree issued by the Government, of Mexico, revoking the permission

granted to Spanish vessels from Cuba. to fish off the coast of Yucatan, I have to

instruct you to inform Sefior Bonilla that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt

With satisfaction that the Mexican Government have acquiesced in the wishes

expressed by Mr. Doyle on this subject, in order to counteract the clandestine

exportation of Yucatan Indians to Cuba. ' 7

' , I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 207.

The Earl of, Clarendon to Mr. Lettsom.

(Extract.) 1 Foreign Ofiice, November 20, 1855.

WITH resPect to the sufferings of the Yucatan Indians imported into Cuba,

1 transmit to you for your information a copy of a despatch from Lord Howdenfi

inclosi'ng a ccpy of the reply made by the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs

to the representations which had been made to him on this subject.

 

* No. 303.
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No. 208.

BIT. Lettsom t0 the Earl of CIarendnn.—-—(Rncei1'ed Devember 3,)

My Lord, Zifexico, November 2, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that General Ampudia
has been 11111101ed f10111 the post of Gover'noi of Yucatan. and that he is
succeeded111 that ofiice hv Senor D011 Santiago Mendez.

I am unable as yet to inform your Louioship 11Int influence this change1~.
likely to produce111 the Trade of selling the Yucatan Ii1dians,hut I am by 110
means sure that it is the intention of che present Governmeiit to abandon thia
infamous Tl'afiic-, for when I spoke upon the subject to $61101 Arroyo, some
weeks ago, explessing a hope to him that this Trade would now be given 1111.
he told me that it would be an injustice t011a1d1. the contr'actms to do so, as the)
had paid into the public 'I‘1Weasu1y the sum 0tY 30,000 doliais for the conc’essiOns

lien11 however, privately, fiom I'lei Majestys Consul-General in Cuba,
that the system may pinbably be given up before long, f10111 a motive, hQWever,
whichis more likely to be of we1oht111 this country than feelings of humanitv—
namely, fiom it being found thatthe employment of these Yucatan Indians does
not pay. Be the motive what it may which puts an end to this atrocity, it is to
be sinceiely hoped that it will not he maintained in fame for many months
longer; 1"01 I leain through Colonel Robles 11110 stopped iecently111 Cilba on his
retum to this- count1y, that the condition of these labourers111 that islandIS t111h
pitiable.

I have, Etc.
(Signed) W. G. LETTSOM,
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No. 209.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Thornton.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, October 8, 18554

I TRANSMIT herewith. copiesof a despatch* and of its inclosure,.which I

have received from Mr‘. Grattan, Her Majesty’s Censul at. Boston, respecting a

' schooner under American colours, which cleared from Boston for Monte Video

on the 24th of August, under circumstances leading to a suspicion that she was

intended for the Slave Trade. _‘ 4 ‘ _

I have to instruct you to endeavour to ascertain whether‘anything is known

of the arrival of this vessel at Monte Video, and whether there is any truth in

the statement of the master. that he was obliged to hasten hisrdepartm'e from

Boston, in order to fulfil a contract into which he had entered, for the conveyance

of mails from Monte Video to some other port,
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLAREL TDON.

 

NO. 210.

Mr. Thornton to the Em'l of Clarendon.——(Received_January 12, 1856.)

My Lord, ' Monte Videe,Nwemberw21,1855.
IN compliance izvith the instructions conveyed to me in your Iml'dship’s

deSpateh dated the 8th ultimo, I have the honour to intbrm your Lordship

that the schooner under American colours therein described; which cleared

from Boston for Monte Video on the 24th of August, has not arrived at

this port as yet, neither can there be any truth in the statement. of, the master,

that he was obliged to hasten his departure from Boston, in order to fulfil a

contract into which he had entered for the conveyance of mails from this to some

other port. As far as: I can learn, no such contract has been entered into here,

nor would be in the nature of things. .

Mr. Hamilton, the United States’ Consul at this port, has received no notice

of .the ahove-mentioned vessel, either from his Government or otherwise.
4 I have, 8m.
(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON.

 

' * No. 462.
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‘No. 211.

Mr. Murray to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received November 29.)

My Lord, Camp near Tehran, October 16, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for youfr‘Lordship’s information, copy of a
despatch Which I have received from the Resident in the Persian Gulf, with a copy

of an extract from a letter addressed by him to the Government of Bombay,
respecting the impunity enjoyed by the Omen Arabs in the prosecution of the

Slave Trade, as contrasted With the eflicacy of the measures adopted for the

suppression of the Traffic at Persian ports;
, I have, &c.

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY.

 

Inclosure l in N(p. 21].

Captain Kehzball to Mr. Murray.

Sir, Residency in the Persian Gulf, Bushfire, June 22, 1855.

THE Honourable the Court Of Directprs having called‘for explanations

relative to the impunity enjoyed by the maritime States of Oman in the
prosecution of the Slave Trade, as contrasted With the efficacy of the measures

adopted for the suppression of the Traffic at the ports bf Persia, Irhave the
honour to inclose, for your Excellency’s information, extracts from the reply

addressed by me to the Government of qubay, which, referring to matters

closely connected with Her Majesty’s Mission, 1 have thought might prove of

interest to your Excellency. -
, ' I have, 860. .

(Signed) A. B. KEMBALL.

 

‘ Inclosure 2 in No. 211.

Captain'IKemball to the Secretary of the Government of Bombay.

(Extract) " ‘ June 22, 1855.

NEITHER the Convention with Persia, nor the Treaties concluded with the
Arabian States, confer upon British functionaries the right of demanding the
liberation of slaves after they have been once landed, or of exacting responsibility
from the importers ; but in the case of the Persian ports, owing to the cordial
cooperation of the Persian Commissioner, Meerza Mahmood Khan, to whose
efforts in the good [cause I willingly embrace this opportunity of bearing
testimony, and owing to the support uniformly aflbrded by Her Majesty’s

‘ Mission at the capital, the operation of the Convention has been extended to a
degree to render it effective ; whereas, in the case of the Oman States, as the
execution of those Treaties must depend entirely upon our own measures, the
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result has been only commensurate with the means employed, comprising threats

and remonstrances often repeated and never enforced. '

It was the reproach of Persia, that she had been the last to follow the

example of Turkey and other Mahometan States, in making concessions to

Great Britain With a view to the abolition of the Slave Trade. It is but justice

now to record to her credit that her obligations once accepted, she has been the

first, nay, the only one, to conform to their spirit as well as to their letter. The

eifects of the example made of some of the Persian Chieftains during the past

three years, are already apparent. On my late tour of the Gulf, I was assured

by the Agent at Lingah that he had been unable to trace one single instance of

importation of slaves on that coast during the current season, nor did the

inquiries generally instituted by myself on the spot, permit me to question the

accuracy of the inference to be drawn from his statement.
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, No. 212'.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received April 2.)

My Lord, Lisbon, March 26, 1855.

I HAD the honour to mention in my despatch of the 12th instant,
that I was about to communicate to the Viscount d’Athoguia the copy of a
despatch from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the British and
Portuguese Mixed Commission Court at Loanda, which your Lordship was
pleased to transmit with your Lordship’s despatch of the 6th of March}
containing interesting particulars respecting the intended expedition of the
Rev, Mr. Livingston across the African continent.

I now beg leave to lay before your Lordship a translation of a note
which I have received from the Viscount d’Athoguia, returning the copy of
Mr. Gabriel’s despatch, and in which his Excellency takes occasion to remark
that it is not the fact, as stated by Mr. Gabriel, that up to the present time the
continent of Africa had not been traversed by any European, that feat having
been twice accomplished at the beginning of the present century, by expeditions
dispatched from Luanda by the Colonial Government. . _

Supposing this statement to be correct, of which the Viscount d’Athoguia
seems to entertain no doubt, it is not without interest in the history of geogra-
phical exploration.

I have, 850.
(Signed) - . R. PAKENHAM.

 

Incloshre in N0. 212.

Viscount d’Athoguia to «8727' R. Pakenham.

(Translationi) V Foreign Ofice, Alarch 21, 1855.
VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA presents his compliments to Sir Richard

Pakenham, and has the honour to return to him the copy of a despatch from
Her Britannia Majesty’s Arbitrator to the Mixed English and Portuguese
Commission established at» Loanda, announcing the departure of the Rev. Mr.
Livingston from that cityv‘for. the interior of Afi‘iea,' in order to prosecute his
travels of discovery. ' '

Viscount d’Athoguia, in returning thanks to Sir Richard Pakenham for
this communication, which he has transmitted to the Marine Department for

' such use as may be expedient, has at the same time‘the honour to remark, that
the assertion contained in that despatch to the effect that no European had
crossed the continent of Africa previously to Mr. Livingston, is contradicted by
the fact of an expediton from Loanda t0 the, opposite coast having been
successfully carried out in the early part of this century (in 1807), when
Antonio de Saldanha da Gama, afterwards Conde de Porto Santo, was Governor
and Captain-General of the Kingdom of Angola, which expedition returned in
1809; the said Captain—Geneml having moreover immediately dispatched a
second expedition with express instructions to proceed as far as Mozambique,

“‘ Class B, presented 1855, No. 363.
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which were punctually carried out, the expedition returning to Loanda with

letters from that capital, Jose de Oliveira Barbosa. being then Governor of

Angola, as may be seen at pages 264: and 265 of “ The Chronological Index of the

Voyages, Travels, Discoveries, and Conquests of the Portuguese in parts beyond

the seas, from the beginning of the 15th century,” edited ’by the late Cardinal

Saraiva.
If Sir Richard Pakenham should have occasion to examine the collection of

the Annals of the Maritime and Colonial Society of Lisbon, he will find in it

' interesting accounts of the exploring eXpeditions of the Portuguese in the

interior of Africa,of which also one of his countrymen, T. E. Bowditch, has

treated in his narrative, which he published in London in the year 1824.

 

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham;

Sir, V Foreign Oflicc, M'ay 4, 1855. _

WITH reference to my despatch to you of the 26th September, 1-8543“

respecting a Shipment of slaves at Loandayin April of that year, on board

the Portuguese colonial. transport “Trindade,” I now transmit to you, for your

information, a copy of a. further despatcht upon that subject which I have'

received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda. { ,
I am, &c. 7

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 214.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, -F07reign Oflice, May 5,‘1855.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a deepatchi which I have received

from Her Majesty’s Minister ‘at Rio de Janeiro, reporting the successful efi'orts

made for putting a stop "to Slave Trade on the coast of Brazil; and I have to

desire that you will take an opportunity of drawing the attention of the Govern-

ment of Portugal to the praiseworthy conduct which the Brazilian Government

is pursuing, by giVing their active assistance towards the Suppression of Slave

Trade. You will at the same time point out the fact mentioned by Mr. Howard,

that the 'sIave-dealers expelled from Brazil'are in the habit of taking refuge in

Portugal. V ’
I am, &e., 7 ‘

(Signed) - CLARENDON.

 

No. 215.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of, Clarendon.—(Reccived June 4.)

My Lord, , . , 'Lisbon,’ May 28, 1855.

IN pursuance of the instructions conveyed in your Lordship’s despateh

to Sir Richard [Pake‘nham of the 5th of this month, I addressed to his

Excellency the Viscount d’Athoguia. the note of which I have the honour

to inclose a copy, transmitting with it an extract from Mr. Howard’s despatch

"‘ Class B, presented 1855, No. 334. ‘f Class A, pre’s‘efited 1855, No. 90f
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to your'Lordship of the 16th March, in order to show the sense entertained by
Her Majesty’s, Government of the praiseworthy conduct of the Brazilian Govern—
ment in giving their active assistance towards the suppression of the Slave Trade.

I have, 850.
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 215.

Mr. Ward to Viscount d’Athoguia.

Lisbon, May 22, 1855.

‘ THE Undersigned has the honour, in transmitting to his Excellency the
Viscount d’Athoguia, by the. directions of Her Majesty’s Government, the
inclosed extract from a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at the Court of
Rio de Janeiro, reporting the successful efforts made for putting a stop to Slave
Trade on the coast of Brazil, to draw the attention of His Most Faithful
Majesty’s Government to the praiseworthy cpnduct Which the Brazilian Govern.
ment is pursuing, by giving their active aseistance towards the suppression of
the Slave Trade.

Her Majesty’s Government have also particularly remarked another state—
ment in Mr. Howard’s despatch, to the efl'ect that the slave-traders expelled
from Brazil are in the habit of taking refuge in Portugal.

The correspondence of this Mission with His Most Faithful Majesty’s
Government furnishes, unfortunately, many instances corroborating this state-
ment; and information Which has reached Her Majesty’s Government from
various quarters, convinces them that such persons have not ceased to watch
every opportunity of carrying on their criminal operations. '

The Undersigned, Sac. (Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

No. 216.

The Earl of Clarendon to M7‘. Ward.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofiice, June 5, 1855.
WITH reference to Sir Richard Pakenham’s despatch of the 10th of

February last, and to my reply thereto dated the 26th Februaryfi respecting
a seizure of 194 slaves in the neighbourhood of Equiminas,‘made in November
1854, by Captain Rodovalho, 0f the Portuguese brig of war “ Serra do Pilar,” I
now transmit to you a copy of a despatch]L Which I have received from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, reporting that Captain Rodovalho had
taken the negroes in question before the proper Court at Benguella, and that
the Juiz de Direito had pronounced the seizure to be null'and unsustainab‘ie, and
had ordered the slaves to be restored to their owners.

And I have to instruct you to bring this case before the Portuguese Govern-
ment, and earnestly to request their interference to. prevent these unfortunate
creatures being doomed to slavery.

‘ ' ' ‘ ' ' I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 217.

The Earl of Clarendon to M7. Wdhd.

Sir, _ Foreign Oficeyflme 6, 1855.
‘ I TRAN.SMIT' to you herewith a copy of a despatch}: and of its inclosures
from Her MaJesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, containing some information
that he had recewed respecting the movements and operations of certain well-
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known slaveLdealers; and I have to instruct you to make'inquiries about,‘ and to

watch the proceedings of, Senhor Amorim‘, a copy of a letter from whom forms-

the first inclosure in Mr. Howard’s despatch.
I am, 820.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 218.

The Earl of Clarendon. to Mr. Ward.

Sir, .. Foreign 01750.9, June 14, 1855.

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the expulsion of

Francisco Flores, the notorious slaveQdealer, from the province. of Angola, I

transmit to you herewith a copy of a deepatc11* which I have received from Her

Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, reporting that Flores had left that place

for Lisbon, but that it was understood that an order had been issued' by the

Portuguese Government, revoking that previously given for his expulsion; of

which second Portaria, however, it did not suit Flores to avail himself.

And I have to instruct you to inquire whether the above statement is

correct,_and if so, you Will inform Viscount d’Athoguia that the rumour in

question has reached Her Majesty’s Government, but that they are unwilling to

believe that this order has been given by the Portuguese Government, after the

correspondence that has passed, and the repeated proofs that have been given

that Flores was actively engaged in Slave Trade. ,‘
- I am, 810. - > ,

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

NO. 219.

Count Lavradio to the Earl of Clare;idon.——(Received June 1.5.): _

(Translation.) , London, June 14, 1855.

THE Governor-General of the Province of Angola having been absent from

the city of Loanda at the commencement of last year, and the, Government of

that colony in the interval, having consequently been entrusted, in accordance

with the provisions of the laws of Portugal, to the Bishop of the Diocese, the

first Magistrate, and the Chief Military authority Of the Province; and the.

Board of Superintendence of Freed Negroes having assembled in accordance with

the provisions of Annex C of the Treaty of the 3rd of' July, 1842, and the three

members constituting the Interim Government having, appeared at the Beard,

together with the British Commissioner, the latter, in reliance upon the letter of

the IIIrd Article of the Annex C of the aforesaid Treaty of the 3rd of July,

declared: . . » V . _ ‘ _

That he was unable to enter upon the matters which were. entrufsted to that

Board by the aforesaid Treaty in the presence of more than one Portuguese

Commissioner. Having made this declaration, and stated his' reasons, the

British Commissioner'retired from the Conference, and shortly afterwards gave

in a written protest against the interpretation which the! three members of the

Interim Government wished to put upon the before-mentioned IIIrd Article of

the Annex C of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842. _. This protest was forth-

with sent by the Interim Government 'of the Province of Angola to His

Most. Faithful Majesty’s Government, ‘who, thinking it necessary that the

possibility of raising similar doubts at a future time should be prevented, as

prejudicial to the good and "prompt execution 'of the said Treaty, gave the

necessary instructions and orders to the Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and

Minister Plenipotentiary of His Most Faithful Majesty at the Court of Her

Britannic Majesty, to make these circumstances known to his Excellency the Earl

of Clarendon, &c.;, anci-to propose that, either by means of an exchange of notes,

or by some other means which may appear more convenient, the Governments

A of His Most Faithful Majesty and of Her Britannic Majesty should determine

the way in which the IIIrd Article OflAnnex C of the Treaty of the 3rd July,
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1842, should be understood and carried into effect, whenever, by the death, or

absence, or any other impediment of the Governor-Generai of the Provmce of

‘ Angola, the Government should be in the hands of the three functlonaries called

b the law.
y In order to prevent the repetition of similar doubts, the Undersigned takes

the liberty of suggesting to his Excellency, the adoption of one of these

expedients: the first is, to call to the Commission the President of the Interim

Government; the second is, to call the first magistrate of the colony. The

Undersigned would prefer the first to the second of these suggestions.

Either of‘ these proposals appears to the Undersigned‘ to be in conformity

with the spirit of the Treaty, but if his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon should

offer any other suggestion which might better accomplish the objects of the

Treaty, the Undersigned is persuaded that his Government will have no

hesitation in accepting it.
The Undersigned, &c. V (Signed) LAVRADIO.

 

No. 220.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Rece’ive(l June 15.)

My Lord, Lisbon, June 8, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit a translation of a note which I have

this day received from the Viscount d’Athoguia, in answer to that which I
addressed to his Excellency on the 22nd ultimo, for the purpose, in pursuance of

your Lordship’s instructions, of drawing the attention of the Government of

Portugal to the praiseworthy conduct whiCh the Brazilian Government is

pursuing, by giving their active assistance towards the suppression of the Slave
Trade. - ‘

rIhe Viscount d’Athoguia in this note claims for his Government, credit

for having made great sacrifices in keeping up a force on the coast of Africa,
exclusively for the' service of suppressing the Slave Trade, as well as for the
legislative measures recently passed for the purpose of putting an end to the
state of_servitude in the Portuguese dominions.

With respect to Portuguese subjects expelled from Brazil on suspicion of
being engaged in slave-trading operations, and taking refuge in Portugal, his
Excellency observes, that His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government have no
power to prevent such individuals from establishing themselves in this country,
as long as they are guilty of no crime therein punishable by the laws at present
in force; nay, that they would not fail even' in England to be admitted to reside
under the protection of English law, provided that their conduct did not betray
an intention of continuing to devote themselves to such criminal speculations.

Only two days ago, the Viscount d’Athoguia, on the occasion of an attack
in the Chambers by a member of the Oppogsition, Senhor Correa. Caldeira, gave
utterance to almost identical expressions to thoSe contained in his note, and,
singularly enough, his opponent drew a comparison between the zeal of the
Brazilian Government and the negligence of that of Portugal, though with
reference to a particular subject, that of the “ Guerra” and “ Trajano,”
concerning which vessels the Brazilian Government had published, as Senhor
Caldeira observed, the fullest details in a report to their Chambers, while the
Portuguese Ministers, in whose. country theyessels were fitted out, had no
information at all to submit to the Cortes on the subject.

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) ’ WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

Inclosui-e in No. ‘22Q. .

Viscount d’Athogm'a to Mr. Ward.

(Translation) v Palace, June 6, 1855.
_ I HAD the hohour to receive the note which you were pleased to address

to me on the 22nd ’May last, acquaintin me, according to instructions’which
you had received,ewith the substance 0 a despatch addressed by the British  
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Minister at Rio de Janeiro to his Government, on the subject'of the successful
measures employed by the Brazilian Government for the purpose of suppressing
the Slave Trade on the coast of Brazil.

In the same note you drew the attention of His Majesty’s Government to
the observation made by Mr. Howard, that the slave-dealers when expelled
from Brazil are accustomed to take refuge in Portugal.

Having attentively read your observations, I have to remark to you that
the measures taken, and the exertions made, by His Majesty’s Government

to put an end to the inhuman Traffic in Slaves, have repeatedly been acknow-
ledged by Her Britannic Majesty’s Government; which will not fail also to
acknowledge with what difficulty, and at what sacrifice, they (the Portuguese
Government) maintain a naval station in the African seas employed exclusively
on that service. The measures recently passed by the same Government, to
put an end to the condition of slavery in the dominions of the Portuguese
Crown, which were appreciated by the British Government, are a fresh guarantee '
of the great interest taken by His Majesty’s Government in the emancipation
and freedom of the blacks.

With resPect to the circumstance mentioned, that individuals expelled
from Brazil on suspicion of devoting themselves to illicit Slave Trade, are in the .
habit of taking refuge in Portugal, I have likewise to remark to you that His
Majesty’s Government cannot prevent such individuals from coming and residing
in this country, as long as they have not committed therein any crime liable to
the penalties established by the laws now in force.’ In Great Britain itself,
where the laws are so strictly observed,‘ these very individuals, under the same,
circumstances, would not fail to be admitted and to reside under the protection
of those laws, unless their acts should betray an intention of continuing to
employ themselves in that criminal Traffic.

Trusting, accordingly, that Her Britannia Majesty’s Government will
appreciate the sentiments of good ‘faith wherewith His Majesty’s Government
endeavours to comply with the stipulations established by Treaties between the
two countries, I avail, &c. . ' .

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

No. 221.

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Lavradz'o.

Foreign Ofiice, June 20, 1855.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to‘ acknowledge the receipt of the
note which Count Lavradio, &c., addressed to him on the ‘14th instant, and in
which Count Lavradio refers to'the manner in which the Board of, Superin-
tendence of Liberated Africans at Loanda should be constituted in the event of
the absence of the Governor—General of the Province of Angola; and Count
Lavradio proposes that the substitute for that officer should be either the President
of the Provisional Government, or the first magistrate of the cOlony, giving however
the preference to the former of these two propositions.

The Undersigned, &c., has the honour to inform Count Lavradio in reply,
that Her Majesty‘s Government are ready to accede to the Wishes of the
Portuguese Government in this matter as expressed by him; and the Under-
signed will consequently inform Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, that it
has been agreed between the two Governments that," in the absence of the .
Governor of the PrOVince of Angola, the President of the Provisional Govern-
ment is .to be the Portuguese member of the Board of Superintendence of
LiberatedrAfi'icans at Loanda, according to the provisions of the IIIrd Article of
Annex C to the Anti—Slaye Trade Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal of
the 3rd of June, 1842. , '

The Undersigned, &c. y ' (Signed) * -, CLARENDON.
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No. 222.

, Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received June 25.)

'My Lord, Lisbon, June 18, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatches of the 5th and 6th of June respectively. I
In compliance with the instructions conveyed to me by the first of these

despatches, I have addressed a note to the Viscount d’Athoguia, recapitulating
the circumstances under which the Juiz; de Direito at Benguella had
pronounced to be null and unsustainable the seizure of slaves made by
Captain Radovalho of the Portuguese navy, in the neighbourhood of Equimina
in November 1854, and requesting ‘the interference of His Most Faithful
Majesty’s Government to prevent those unfortunate creatures being doomed to
slavery. ~

I have, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

» No. 223.

The Earl of Clarefidon to Mr. Ward.

Sir, ’ Foreign Oflce, June 25, 1855.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatclfig
Which I have received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, containing
their report on the state of the Slave Trade in the neighbourhood of the Province
of Angola, during the year 1854.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 224.

The Earl of Clarendon to MT. Ward.

Si-r, Foreign Oflc‘e, Jame 26, 1855.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 14th instant, I transmit to

you herewith, for your information, a copy a further despatch'l' from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda resPectihg the expulsion of Senhor Flores
from Angola, by Which despatch Her Majesty’s Government are glad to
perceive that the Commissioners do not consider that there is any foundation
for the report that the Portuguese Government had actually resCinded the
Decree. for his removal. V

I am, 810. ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

' No. 225. ,

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.—‘—;(Received July 4.)

My Lord, ‘- Lisbon, June 28, 1855.

' I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy
of the note which I addressed to the Viscount d’Athoguia, in conformity with
the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch of the 5th
instant, together With a translation of his, Excellency’s reply. 7

' It appears that the Viscount d’Athoguia. had been informed‘alreadv of the
judicial proceedings which had tahen place with regard to the slaves' libehated by
Captain Rodovalho at Pomt Equlmina, 'and that orders: have been sent to take

* Class A, No. 66. . 1- Ibid., No. 67.
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care that justice should take its due cou1se, the Government being precluded.

from interfe1ing1n the decision of the Courts of Law.
I am infmmed that the appeal will be tried1n the Superior Courts of this

cit
y 1 ha171,, 810'.

'1 (Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

Inclosure llin No. 225.

1111'. Ward to Viscount d’Athoguia.

' Lisbon, JunelG, 1855.

THE Undersigned, Sac ,has the honour to acquaint his 131celleney theViscount
d’Athoguia, 810., that Sir R.Pake1:1ham had the satisfaction of bringing to the
notice bof Her Majesty’3 Government the despatch of Captain Rodovalho,
p11blished111 the “ Diario d0 Governo ” 0f the 8th 01' 1'ebruary last, reporting the
seizule of 194 slaves found1n irons, and ready to be 5111pped at an establishment
in the neighbourhood oi Equimina, which seizuie was effected1n the month of
November 1854.

[-1er Majesty5 Government have recently received information from the
British Commissioners at Loanda, respecting the judicial p1oeeedings which took
place at Benguella1n consequence of that seizu11e;aeeording to which it appears
that the J1112 do Direito of .Benguella declared the seizu1e inquestion to be null
and unsustainable, and 01de1ed the slaves, and the home in which they were
found, to be 1estored to their 0wne1s.

The captain had justified the seizureon three distinct grounds :—-

1.011 the fact of these slaves, of Which the majority were children, being
found chained, showing that they wele not, the1efore, destined for the use of the
estate.

2.011 the confession of those111 whose charge they were.
3. On the declaration of the slaves themselves.

With regard to the fi1st ground, the sentence denies the justness of the
conclusion; maintains that slave—irons constitute no indication of Slave '11aflic,
unless found on board a vessel ; that there is no law Classifying such indications
ashore; and that the traffic in and tiansport of slaves by 1and,whethe1 kept in
chains 01‘ not—1—1'.e., theil being bought and Sold, and t1a11sfe1i1ed 110m one pa1t
0f the plovince 01 Portuguese te1rit0ry t0 another—is as legal as the having or
selling of any kind of cattle, and will continue to be so as long as slavery exists,
as it now does, 016 jaw and de facto. 1

With regaid to the second ground the sentence declales, fi1st the denial
by the parties said to have made it of any such confession;and,seeond1y,
assumes that, supposing it to have been made at the mement of seizure, it was

. not spontaneous, but, most probably, coerced in the fi1st moments of surprise
and 211211111, and perhaps influenced by the hope of saving;esome by the sacrifice of
a part. '

As respects the thi1d grou11d,11ame1y, the declaration of the slaves them-
selves, the Judoe cha1acterizes them as “ Vile and despicable beings,” whose
testimony1s inadmissible. He furthei rejects that of the captor and his officers
as“ suspicious,” they having (he says) an interest1n making good the validity of
their seizure; while at the same time he admits the evidence of the owners and
parties interested111 the establishment.

' He1 Majesty’s Comm1ssioners fmther repoxt that as soon as this sentence
was pronounced, it was appealed against; and the individual under whose charge
the slaves were found, Ignacio TeixeiraXavier, who had been confined in the
fortress, but who,11pon promulgation of the sentence, was atonce set at liberty,
was eldeled to be again taken into custody. Eight days’ grace were, however,
granted to him, at the end of which as was to‘ be expected, he was nowhere to
be found.111 the meantime, Captain Rodovalho had sailed for Benguella, 1'01
the purpose of Secuiing the slaves pending the appeal, and 1111,31 the date of the
Commissioner’s despatch,r-et11111‘ed to Loanda, blinging With him those that
remained out of the 194 seized at Equimina.
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The Undersigned is instructed to bring this case before His Most Faithful
Majesty’s Government, and earnestly to request their interference to prevent

these unfortunate creatures from being doomed to slavery ; and he takes, &0.
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 225. _

Viscount d’Athogm’a tp Mr. Ward.

(Translation.) Lisbon, June 19, 1855.

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 16th instant, relative

to the capture of some slaves, in the neighbpurhood of Equiminav, by the Com-

mander of the Portuguese naval station on the West Coast of Africa.

I read with attention its contents, and, in reply, I have the honOur to

observe that the Government of His Majesty, having been informed of every-

thing relating: to that affair, has already dispatched all the necessary orders, in

order that justice may take its due course 5 but at the same time it cannot inter—

fere With the legal proceedings of the case, inasmuch as this alone belongs to the
judicial power.

I have, &c.
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

N0. 226.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Rece-ived July 10.)

My Lord, Lisbon, July 6, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge. the receipt of your Lordship’s

. despatches of the 25th and 26th of June reepectively, the former transmitting

the report of Her Majesty’s Commissioners on the state of the Slave
Trade in the neighbourhood of the Provinpe of Angola; and the latter also

inclosing a despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, reporting

that they did not consider that there was any foundation for the report that the

Portuguese Government had Vliescinded the Decree for the removal of Senhor

Francisco Flores from that Colony.
The Viscount d’Athoguia has assured :me that Senhor Flores, who is now

in Lisbon, has never even made an application to have the Decree in question
reversed.

I have, 810.
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

No. 227.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Cla7'endan.—(Received August 4.)

My Lord, . Lisbon, July 28, 1855.

THE Viscount d’Athoguia has communicated to me extracts from a
Portaria sent to the Governor—General of Angola 0n the 14th bf June last,
in consequence of the occurrence reported to your Lordship by Sir Richard
Pakenham in his despatch of the 10th of February last} of the capture of
mi]: slaves (supposed to be destined for exportation) at Equimina, by Captain
Rodovalho. . ‘ ‘ .

The first clause of this Portaria directs the Governor-General to order the
Law Officers of the Crown in the Province of Angola to be diligent in prose-
cuting all cases of ‘ slave-trading; and the following clauses provide for the
establishment of a military post at Equimina; for the humane treatment of
slaves; for the emancipation of any slave 'givinginformation of slaves being kept

at Class B, presented 1855, No. 361.
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111 irons for the purpose of embarkation, providing eSpeeially‘ for the case of the

slave who gave inlbrmation of the intended embarkation at Equimina; for a

strict surveillance of Ignacio Teixeira Xavier, and others ; for preventing slave-

dealers from. tampering with the judicial authorities; for prohibiting the esta~

blishment of factories on any part of the coast where the authorities are unable

to exercise due surveillance; and, lastly, for receiving evidence against notorious

elave—dealers, for the purpose of reporting to His Most Faithful Majesty’s

Government, and recommending the removal of such persons from the province,

in the event of their not being punished by the competent Courts of Law. .

Translations of the Viscount d’Athoguia’s note, and of the extracts from

the I’ortaria, are inelosed.
I have, &C.

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 227.

Viscount d’Athagu-iu to Mr. Ward.

(Translation) ‘ Lisbon, July 26, 1855.

“7le1 reference to your Excellency’s note of the 19th 'of June last, relative

to the capture of some slaves at Equimina by the Commandant of the Portuguese

naval station on the West Coast of Africa, I have the honour to transmit, for

your Excellency’s consideration, the inclosed extract-of orders sent on the 14th

of J unc to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola, the perusal of Which.

will show the measures adopted With regard to that capture, and the interest

His Majesty’s Government take in all that relates to the infamous Traffic in

Slaves. ‘ _
I avail, 8m. _

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 227.

Ewtmct of Instruciions sent to the Governor- General of Angola on the
14th June, 1855. .

(’l‘ranslation.) '

HIS Majesty the King Regent, ill the name of the King, having taken

cognizance of the despatches of the Governor-General of Angola. 'l‘elative

to the capture of 194 slaves at Equimina, to the south of Benguelle, by the

Commandant on that naval station, His Gracious Majesty, through the Depart—

ment of Foreign Afl‘airs, desires the following to be communicated to the said

Governor-General :-—— ,

1. That orders be given to all agents. of public departments in that province

5 to promote and stimulate the regular march of all proceedings at law relating

to crimes concerning the dngraceful Traffic in Slaves.

2. That a military post he established at Equimiua, with a Commandant,

who will see that that Traffic is not carried on in his district, and Who remains

1‘eSpo11eible for every negligence or connivance in that Traffic. A

3. 'The use of chains for securing the slaves is prohibited, as well ae all other

irons, such as iron collars [and fetters, &c.; those W110 contravene such orders

running the risk, for every slave put in irons, of a fine of 20,000 reis', and an'

imprisolnnent of thirty days; all which the Governor-General Will cause to be

published and circulated, according to the 489th Article of the Penal Code.

4. That the slave Who shall denounce any one as possessing slaves in irons,

01- any ready for embarketion (such being a true statement) shall he immediately

redeemed at'the (3051: Of the State, in conformity With the Decree of the 14th of

December, 1854 ; that slave being; liberated, consequently, who denounCed, the

intended embarkation at Equimina, as appears by the despatch of the Governor

of Benguella of the 16th of November of that year (1854), copy of which was

inclosed in despatch No. 28 of the 16th of January of the present year from

the Commandant of the naval station at Angola. ‘ _

5. That the Governor—General watch closely the citizen Ignacio Teixeira

CLASS B. '
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Xavier, and other slave-dealers, and establish a severe and efficacious surveillance
with regard to their proceedings. V

6. That the G-overnor-General pay particular attention in preventing
magistrates from havingany private relations with slave-dealei's; making use
of their own authority, or having recourse to His Majesty’s Government, if
necessary. ‘ »

7. That nobody be permitted, without the consent of the Governor-General,

to establish factories at any point of the coast of the province where the autho-

rities cannot exercise an easy and prompt surveillance, under pain of having such
factories rendered useless. ‘

8. Finally, that, should any one be known as the author or abettorv of
exportations of slaves, the Governor—Generai shall collect all the documents
which may tend to prove such suspicions, and on the hearing of the Council‘of
Government shall propose to His Majesty’s Government his expulsion from the
province, sending, at the same time, all documents and copies of the acts of the
Council, when the said author or abettor has not been punished by the competent
tribunals.

Department of Foreign Afiairs, July 26, 18.55.
(Signed) EMILIO ACHILLES MONTEVERDE.

 

No. 228.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendmw-(Received September 6.)

My Lord, Lisbon, August 28, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of two letters,

With their inclosures, which I have received from Mr. Consul Johnston of Oporto,
reporting the steps which he had taken in' consequence of the appearance of an
advertisement in one of the public papers, of a reward for information respecting
a slave stated to have escaped from the Brazilian brig “ Iris.”

This incident is almost identical with one which took place in the year 1847,
when Sir Hamilton Seymour’s appeal was promptly answered and followed up
Withen honourable zeal onthe part of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Govern-
ment.

The details of that occurrence will be found in Sir Hamilton Seyinour’s
despatch of 8th October, 1847. 7

On the present occasion, however, the Civil Governor of Oporto appears
inclined to adopt, without sufficient evidence, the account of the Brazilian
captain, who represents his object to be not the recovery of a slave, but the
prgsecution of a thief. _ , .

Nor has the Viscount d’Athoguia yet replied to the note (a copy of which
is inclosed) which I addressed to his Excellency on the subject, as soon as I
had received Mr. Consul Johnston’s first letter.

‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

Incldsure 1 in No. 228.

Consul Johnston to 1%"; Ward.

Sir, . ' Oporta, August 21, 1855.
I BEG to transmit to you, herewith, a copy of a letter which I have

addressed to the Civil Governor of Oporto, in consequence of an advertisement
having been published in the Oporto newspaper “Commercio,” offering a reward

. for a slave who had escaped from the Brazilian vessel “ Iris.”
- I have, &c. , -

(Signed) EDWIN J. JOHNSTON;
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Inclosure 2 in No. 228.

Consul JohnstOn to the Civil Governor of Oporto.

Excellent Sir, Oporto, August 20, 1855.

I BEG leave to call your Excellency’s attention to the inclosed advertise—

ment, which appeared in the newspaper “Commercio” of this day’s date, offering

a reward for a slave who has escaped from the Brazilian vessel “‘Iris ;” and from

the publication of which it appears that there are still peoplewho think that the

Traffic in Slaves is tolerated in this country. '

I am confident, however, that this undisguised design to reduce a free man ‘

to slavery in Oporto will, upon your Excellency’s being made acquainted with

it, be fi‘ustl'ated by'your Excellency’s orders. ' . .

t I have, 850. .

(Signed) EDWIN J. JOHNSTON.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 228.

Advertisement.

(Translation)

ANTONIO DE SOUZA VMACIEL, Captain of‘ the Brazilian brig “ Iris,”

a slave having run away from his vessel, by name José, 40 years of age, tall, long

face, and thick lips, requests any person who may know anything of him to give

_ information to the captain on board, or to Manoel'Pinheiro Alves, consignee of

the vessel, and he will receive a handsbme reward. ' E

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 228.

Consul Johnston to Mr. Ward.

Sir, ‘ ‘ v Oporto, August 24, 1855. I

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, herewith, a copy of the reply of

the Civil Governor of Oporto to the communication which I made to- him, and

ofwhich a copy was inclosed in my letter to you of the 2lst instant, on the

' subject'of an advertisement in the newspaper “ Commercio,” ofl'ering a reward

for a. slave who had left the Brazilian ship “ Irie ;” and also a copy of a letter on

the same subject which I have'addressed to his Excellency to-day. 7

I still think it possible that the man mentioned in that advertisement is

regarded as a slave by the master of the “ Iris ;” and that, if he appear in

Oporto, attempts may be made to put him on board of that vessel Without his .

having been brought before a tribunal in Portugal, and without the sanction of

the proper authorities. _ .

The “Iris ” isybound to Rio Grande. 7

* I have, 850.
(Signed) EDWIN J. JOHNSTON.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 228.

The Civil Gavembr of Oportoito Consul Johnston. '

(Translation) , » , _

Most Illustrious Senhor, Update, August 22, 1855.

I HAVE before‘me your desPatch dated the 20th‘instant, received Yesterday

evening, inclosing, to be taken into Consideration, the copy of an advertise-

ment inserted in-the “Journal of Commerce ” of this city, relative to the flight

of a sailor of the Brazilian brig “ Iris,” in which is given the name of slave,

certainly by ignorance or error of the editor; and it behaves me to explain to
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you that, on the same day of the date of the advei'tisenient cited, there appeared

in this Civil Government Office the captain» of the vessel above referred to,

demanding or claiming the capture of the said sailor, who had absented himself

from 611 board with a considerable quantity of various articles belonging to the

same captain ; the truth of which being confirmed to me by the Brazilian Vice-

Consul in his letter of the same date, in Which he claimed the caption of the

fugitive, ‘I issued the necessary orders for his apprehension and delivery to the

ordinary tribunals, in conformity to the lawst but to the present time he has

not been found, it appearing that he has fled hi the direction towards the Province

of Alto Minho.
God save you,

» The Civil Governor,
(Signed) BARON OF VALLADO.

 

Inclosure 6 in, N0. 228.

Consul Johnston 2‘0 the Civil Governor of Oporto.

Excellent Sir, Oporlo, Adgust 24, 1855.
I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of yeur Excellency’s letter of the 22nd

instant, in reply to mine of the 20th instant respecting an advertisement in the

“Commercio ” concerning a man therein styled a slave,’ and to thank your

Excellency for the statement which you have been so good as to make to me an

the subject, ‘ ,
Your Excellency’s having noticed the advertisement is an assurance that

you will not permit the man to be dealt with as a, slave; your Excellency’s

sentiments being, doubtless, the same as these of His Most Faithful Majesty’s

Government, as shown in the orders which they Were pleased to issue in October

1847, When a reward Was ofi'ered, through the “ Periodico des Pohl‘es,” by the

master of the Brazilian vessel “ Ultrice,” then in the Douro, for the apprehension.

of a slave.
In order, however, to, account. for the impression which the advertisement in

question in the “ Commercio ” made upon me (not-having the infdrmation upon

which your Excellency has Come to the conclusion that the term “escravo” was;

used therein through ignorance or, mistake), I beg leave to 0bse,rve,that in the

advertisement the man is described merelyae a slave, and not as a seamen Who

had deserted, or as a thief; that he is called simply José, Without a surname;

that he is charged with nothing but having fled (being a slave) from the vesSeI.
to. which he belonged ; and that the advertisement altogether bears the strongest

resemblance to the notices Which used to zippear formerly in Brazilian papers
concerning rflnawey slaves. .

_ I have, Sac.
(Signed) EDWIN 'J. JOHNSTON. ‘
 

Inclosm'e 7 in No. 228.

3717'. Ward to Viscount cl’Athoguia.

Sir, ' Cintm, August 24, 1855.

I LOSE no time in forwarding to your EXcellency a copy of an official
letter addressed by Her Majesty’s Coneul at Oporto t9 his Excellency the Givil

Governor, calling his attention to an advertisement, published in the “ Com
mercio,” ofihl’ihg a reward for information respecting a slave stated to have
escaped from the Brazilian brig “ Iris.”

I trust it will be sufficient to make this circumstance known toyour Excel-
lencyin order to insureevery proper step authorised by the laws of this country
beingtaken to prevent the evident purpose of this advertisement from being
answered, that is-to say, the consignment 0f the person alleged to have escaped
once more to a, state of Slavery.

‘ I have, 860. V _
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.
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No. 229.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.~——(Recetved September 14.)

My Lord, Lisbon, September 8, 1855.

WITH reference to the occurrence referred to in my despatch of the

28th ultimo, I have now the honour to transmit a translation of Viscount

d’Athoguia’s reply to my 'note of the 24th ultimo, in which 1 had commu-

nicated to his Excellency the letter of Mr. Censul Johnston to the Civil

Governor of Oporto, on the subject of an advertisement offering a. reward for

information respecting anegro slave who had run from the Brazilian brig ‘_‘ Iris,”

then lying in the Douro. ,

Your Lordship will perceive, from the incloSed copies of ‘ Mr. Consul

J ohnston’s correspondence, that the negro in whose favour the assistance of the

Portuguese Government has been suecessfully invoked, is now acknowledged to

be a slave, notwithstanding the representation of the master of the Brazilian

ship, and of the Vice-Consul of that nation, to the Civil Governor of Oporto.

Before the receipt of Mr. Consul Johnston’s letter of the 4th instant, I had

addressed to him the letter of Which also I beg to inclose a comr, and I trust

that your Lordship will not disapprove of the tenour of the reply to the

Brazilian Vice-Consul’s communication which I have. suggested.
I have, &c. '

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

v Inclosure Iin No. 229.

Viscmmt d’Athog’wi-a to M’)‘. Wm‘d. V

(Translation) ‘ Lisbon, August 29,, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note you were

pleased to send me on the 24th instant, communicating to me the note Which

Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul at Oporto wrote to the Civil Governor of that

district, calling his attention to an advertisement relative to a runaway slave
from the Brazilian brig ,.“ Iris ;” and in answer I beg to inform you that I have

communicated officially on this subject with the Minister of the Interior, begging
him to take the necessary steps for preventing the slave to Whom the advertise-
ment refers, when he appears, from being delivered over to the captain of the
said brig, inasmuch as Slavery is not permitted in this kingdom.

I have, 810. , V
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 2 ih No. 229.

Consul Johnston t0 Afr. Ward.

Sir. - _ Oporta, August 31, 1855. ‘

I BEG leave to inform you that the Brazilian Consul in Oporto called
upon me to-day, for the purpose of speaking with me about the negro mentioned
in my letters of the2lrst and 24th ultimo. He did not, state the" object of his
visit tome more particularly, but it appeared to be that I should do nothing

further to prevent his sending the negro to Brazil. , < '

In reply to questions which I asked him, he said that the negro was then

a prisoner at a place westward of Oporto (the name of which he did not tell me),

and that he was a seamen; and, in order to prove that the man was a seaman,

he offered to show me a duplicate of the muster-roll of the “ Iris.” Upon mv
making further inquiry,‘ however, he declared that the negro Was a slave‘also,

and that it was as a slave, and the property of a Brazilian, that he was claiming
him. ' ' ‘ v

I endeavbured to convince the Consul that his notions upon the'suhjeet
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were erroneous, but without effect. I then told him that I should refer the
matter to you. . . . . .

He objected to what he called my complicating the question, and maklng it

one of diplomacy; but, finding that I retained my intention, he requested me
to state to you that the compelling of slaves to return on board of Brazilian

ships in Portugal, from which they had run, was a matter of frequent occurrence
even in Lisbon. ,

I told him that I should repeat to you what he said upon this point; but I
think that he was mistaken. Certainly, I hever heard of a slave having been
forced on board of a ship in the Douro.

V Hovvever, as he has made this representation, it is likely that masters of
Brazilian vessels, and some people in Portugal, may entertain notions similar to
his on the subject. Whether it is not desirable that those people should be
warned by the proper authorities against acting upon such opinions, I beg leave
to submit to you. .

The Brazilian Consul said that he would send me a written communication
to the same effect as that which he had made to me verbally; but at this time,

10 P.M., I have not received it. '
. The vessel from which the negro in question escaped left the Douro a few
days ago. I have, 8w. , »

’ (Signed) EDWIN J. JOHNSTON,

 

I'nclosure 3 in No. 229.

Consul Johnston to Mr. Ward.

Sir, ‘ Oporto, September 4, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the Blst ultimo, I have the honour to
inclose a ccpy of a letter from the Brazilian Vice-Consul in Oporto, whichI
received yesterday evening, concerning the negro to whose case my despatches
of the 21st and 24th ultimo relate. .

I beg leave also to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the
3151: ultimo, on the same subject. ‘ ' ’ '

' ' " I have, &c.
(Signed) ' EDWIN J. JOHNSTON.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 229.

' The Brazilian Vice-Consul at Oporto to Consul Johnston.

(Translation) v

Most‘Ill'ustrious Senhor, Oporto, September 3, 1855.

AFTER the conversation which I had the honour to hold with you, it
behoves me, according to our agreement, to lay before you the following
succinct official exposition :— _ t

The Brazilian brig “ Iris,” Antonio de Souza Maciel, captain and owner,
brought from the Rio Grande .do Sul three negroes, matriculated in the service
of the said vessel, as his slaves, one of whqm died in this city of the SWollen
epidemy; another returned in the said vessel to that port; the third, named
Jose’, of the 'Cabinda'nation, deserted from , on board shortly before the act of
sailing, after the ship had legalised its manifests of cargo, and had cleared in the
competent departments of the country, carrying with him stolen articles belonging
to the same captain. ‘

On this account the aid of this Vice-Consulate was required forthe capture
of the negro, wherever he may be met With, in orderto his being reconveyed on
board, there to resume the duties of his calling to the end of the voyage in the
Empire.

‘ Hence, in consequence, the proper orders to the territorial authorities were
issued from the dependency of the same Civil Government, by which that fugi-
tive was effectively apprehended in the vicinity of Guimaraes, and detained in_
custody in the’village of Louzada, where at present he awaits the destination to
be legally awarded to him, and Where he is only delayed by the impediment of
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the sudden illness which ”prevents his immediate return in charge: the ship

having, therefore, loosed from this port with this deficiency in her crew. '

The Charter of Law of the 7th November, 1831, ruling in the Empire,

disposes thus :~— ‘ ,

“ Article I.——All the slaves who enter the territory or ports of Brazil, coming

from abroad, remain free, excepting—lst The slaves matriculated in the service

of vessels belonging to the countrylwhere slavery is allowed, whilst they are

employed in the service of the same vessels.” ' .

In the sense of this exception the three slaves alluded to were matriculated

in the Empire, in order to finish their voyage, and thus guaranteed to the captain

and owner of the ship, as proprietor of the slaves in question, the right to his

property.
' , ‘

Such matriculations are frequent there, as are reclamations here (as I had

the honour to acquaint the Civil Government), like that of this black man José ;

and in identical cases the authorities of the Government of His Most Faithful

Majesty have been pleased to attend to them. ..

These allegations are submitted to your judicious penetration, combined

with the interposition that, on the subject of the flight of the negro, you. will

worthily verify before the Civil Government, I venture to hope, the common

accord between your duties and mine, and Will conclude this incident in the

manner most adequate to your view of it. '

Penetrated by the attentive manners 'and urbanity with which you have

deemed me worthy, I embrace, &c.

God save you.
' (Signed) ANTO. JOAQM. DE FARIA.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 229,.

Mr. Ward to Consul thnston.

Sir,
Cintm, September 6, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

31st ultimo, in which you inform me of what had taken place between you

and the Brazilian Consul with respect to the negro who had made his escape

from the “ Iris.” « _

I certainly am inclined to agree with, your opinion,thet the Brazilian Consul

must be .mistaken in supposing that it was a matter of frequent occurrence in

Lisbon to compel slaves who had run from Brazilian ships to return on board

such ships. ’Such a pf‘actice would be quite inconsistent with the uniform

declarations of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Ministers for Foreign Affairs; and

the note which I have just received from the Viscount d’Athoguie, and of which

I transmit you a copy, will show in what light the present Ministry "view such a

matter.
If, therefore, the Brazilian Consul should address to you a written commu—

nication to the same effect as that which he has made to you verbally, you can

inform him that, so far as the advice and influence of British functionaries can be

admissible or available in cases like the present, it will be their duty to give the

one and to exert the other to prevent the restitution of any slave who may

succeed in making his escape from bondage. . V

I have, &c. ‘

  

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

No. 230. ‘

The EarZ of Clarendon to Sit R. Pakenham.‘

My Lord, ‘ . Foreign Ofice; September 15, 1855.

WITH reference to Mr. Ward’s despatch of the 28th of August, inclosing

copies of a correspondence which had taken place respecting a runaway slave,

advertised in an Oporto newsPaper, I have to state to you that I approve

Mr. \Vard’s proceedings in this matter. V ‘ _

s ' I mm, 820.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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Mr. Ward to the Earl of ClarendoaL.—(.Receivcd September 24.)

leLOI‘d, Lisbon, September 18, 1855.

MR. CONSUL JOHNSTON has transmitted to me a copy 01' a comma:

nieation from one of the Criminal Judges of ()porto to the Brazilian Vice-Consul

at that port, from which it appears that that magistrate is of opinion that there

is nothing in Portuguese law to prevent the surrender of the negro slave who

escaped from the Brazilian brig “ Iris ” to the master of that vessel.

I have placed a copy of this communieation in the hands of the Viscount
d’Athoguia, but I do not think that there is any reason to apprehend any successful

effort being made to act on the opinion of the Judge Faria, in consequence

. of the opposite view taken by the authorities of the Government, and of the

orders transmitted from the Home Department to secure the full liberty of the

slave in question, in case he should be acquitted of the theft laid to his charge. ‘ '
.l have the honourto inelose a copy of Mr. Consul Johnston’s letter, with a

translation of its inclosmre; and aISO translations of at note from the Viscount

d’Athoguia, and of the ?Portarie addressed to the Civil Governor of Oporto.
* I have, See.

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 I

Inclosure 1 in N0. 231.

Consul Johnston to Mr. Ward.

Sir, Oporto, September 6, 1855.

IN my letter of the 3lst ultimo, respecting a conversation which I had had
with the Brazilian ‘Vice-Consul in Oporto, I observed that some people in
Portugal might, like the Vice-Consul, enteIitain the notion that men brought

from Brazil as slaves by Brazilian shipmafiters must, after their landing in

Portugal, still be considered as the property of those shipmasters; and I

submitted to you Whether it was not desirable that such persons should be
warned by the proper authorities against acting upon that opinion.

I now beg leave to inelose a copy of it letter from the Substitute of the
Judge of Criminal Law in Oporto to the Vice-Consul, from which you will

perceive that that functionary is of Opinion that the negro respecting Whose

case I have had the honour to address several letters to you lately, ought to be
giyen up to the master of the “ Iris” as his slave.

I have, &ct
(Signed) EDWIN J. JOHNSTON

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 231.

The Judge of Criminal Law to the Brazilian Vice-Cohsul at Opbrto.

(Translation) 1 - V

Illustrious Sir, ‘ * Oporto, August 24, 1855.
IN conformity with the wishee you expressed in your note 'of to-day,

relative to the slave José, of the Cabinda nation, belonging to Antonio de Souza
Mac'iel, captain and OWner of the Brazilian brig “Iris,” I’have the honour to
.1'etu1‘n you the documents which came inclosed, from the perusal of which, and
from the actual state of Portuguese legislation now in force, there can he no
doubt as to Whether the slave should be'deliveredup to his master.

The Alvarz’t of the 19th of September, 1761, prohibiting- the importation
of slaves. and declaring free those who, after a certain time, came to this kingdom,
was modified by the Alvaré of the 10th of March, 1800, which made an
exception in the case of slaves registered as seamen. These Alvarés were
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afterwards confirmed, and ordered to be rigorously complied with by another

Alvara of the 27th of July, 1825. ‘

The Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, the Treaty with England 0f the

3rd of July, '1 842, the Decree of the 14th of September, 1844, make no differ-

ence Whatever ; all. anterior legislation remaining, consequently, in full force.

And supposing that the slave was convicted of the crime of robbery, even

then Portuguese legislation deals with him, according to the dispositions of

Article 27, No. 7 ,‘of the Portuguese Penal Code.

Under these circumstances, as the said slave is not imprisoned by my order,

nor can he be imprisoned at present, as there is no cause against him before the

Courts, it is for the administrative authorities to decide upon the contents of

your note.
God preserve, &c. '

The Substitute for the Judge of Criminal Law,

(Signed) ‘ DOMINGO PINTO DE FARIA.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 231.

Viscount d’Athogm’a to Mr. Ward.

(Translation.) ' Lisbon, September 13, 1855.

IN answer to the notes which you Were good enough to send me on the

24th and 3lst August last, and on the 11th instant, relative to what happened

at Operto with a slave named José who had run away from the Brazilian brig

“ Iris,” and who was claimed as a slave by the captain of the said brig, I have

the honour to inform you that the Minister of the Interior acquainted me that

he was aware ofthe occurrence through the Civil Governor of the district, and that

under the circumstances of ,the case, he would send to that magistrate the

Portaria inclosed, in which the said slave would be considered as free, but that

he would be judged according to law for the- robbery committed.

I have, 8Z0. '

(Signed) . VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

I Inciosure 4 in No. 231.

Portaria.

(Translation) Department of the Interior.

HIS Majesty the King” Regent in the name of the King, saw the despatch.

of the Civil Governor of Opoi‘to of 28th instant, and the documents which

accompany it, relative to the black who ran away from the Brazilian brig “ Iris ”

who was seized in, Louzada. His Majesty having taken cognizance of the

cieumstances, desire the following answer to be sent :

'1. That in consequence of the announcement published in the journals by

the captain of the said brig, in which he declares the negro José to be a slave,

Who had run away from the ship under his command, the delivery of the said

slave cannot take place, as it is contrary, to the laws of the country, and because

the assertion of the said captain should be alone looked on as authentic, who

declared the black to be a siave, as he alone knows the qualifications and

circumstances of the individuals who cempose the crew of his ship, notwith-' '

standing the demand of the Brazilian Consul, who claimed him as one of the

crew, and for having committed a robbery on board, inasmuch as he is not

competent to be the best judge in this matter, and may possibly, have given

that denomination to the fugitive slave to soften the declaration of the captain.

2. To sum up, if he-is guilty of the robbery he Wi11 be judged according to

the laws of the country ; should [he be acquitted he Will regain his liberty.

Lisbon, August 81, 1855. _ ' '

JOSE FERREIRA PINTO DE FONSECA TELLES.

(Signed) RODRIGO FONSECA MAGELHAES. ‘

Department of Foreign Aflairs, Lisbon, September 13, 1855.

 

(Signed) EMILIO ACHILLES MONTEVERDE.

CLASS B. I '
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No. 232.

TheEarl of Clarendon to Mr. Ward.

Sir, Foreign Qflice, September 25, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th instant, inclosing copies

of further correspondence respecting the negro Who had rhn away‘from the

Brazilian brig “Iris ” at Oporto, and I have in reply to lhform you thatI

approve your proceedings in this matter, and also the letter Wluch you addressed

to Mr Consul Johnston on the 6th instant.
I am, Sac.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 233%

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Olarendon.—-(Received October 25.)

My Lord, " Lisbon, October 18, 1855.

I HAVE the, honour to transmit a copy of a Decree, granting to Manoel

José da Costa Pedreira, a landed proprietor and merchant of the Island of San

Thomé, permission to transport to that island from Angola 100 libertos, in the

same manner as a. similar grant was made to J 0-710 Maria de Souza Almeida in the

year 1853. ‘ '
The Circumstances of that grant were reported to your Lordship by Sir

Richard Pakenham in his despatch of the 28th of December, 1853,* and the

regulations under Which the present grant is to be carried out differ but

slightly from those of the 25th of October, 1853, the modifications, for. the most

part, being rendered necessary by the enactment of the Law for the registration

of slaves, published on the 28th, of' December, 1854:, and reported to you? Lord-

ship in SifRichard Pakenham’s despatch of the 29th of December of that yearfr
The only material difference is to be found in the 4th Article of the present

Decree, a translation of which is herewith ihclosed, and by Which it is provided

that these libertos shallbe embarked only at ‘Loenda, and on board a Government

vessel, to proceed direct to the Island of San Thomé. "

This provision will meet the first objection suggested by Admiral Bruce,

and communicated by Sir Richard Pakenhem to the Portuguese Government,

as reported in his despatch of the 18th of March, 1854.
As, however, the two latter objections of Admiral Bruce still subsist, I have

called Viscount d’Athoguia’s attention to Sir Richard Pakenham’s note on the

subject of the grant to Senhor Almeida, Which, no doubt, was not answered in

consequence of the project of Senhor Almeida being given up.
I have, &c.

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD. ‘

 

Inclosure in No. 233.

Extract from Deeree published i'n the “Diario do Gamma” of October 2, 1855.

(Translation) ‘ \
ARTICLE 4.—THE transport of libertes from Angola to San Thomé can

only be effected after they have been clad in European fashion, each provided
with his own passport. The transport shall take place on board a Government
vessel, the transport and cost of keep being at the expense of the person to Whom
the concession'is made, according to a tariff of' rates of the Finance Junta, the
libertos being treated in every respect like free passengers. The embarkation
an only take place in Loanda, and the vessel must sail direct to San'Thome’..

 

"' Class B, presented 1854, No. 348; 1- Ibid., presented 1855, No.‘354.
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No. 234.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received October 25.)

My Lord, ' Lisbon, October 18, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a‘note addressed to me by

the Viscount d’Athoguia, acquainting me, for the information of Her Majesty’s

Government, that Manoel Feliciano Souzado d’Araujo de Azevedo, and Joaquim

Salvador Baptista, Judges of the Court of Relaefio at Loanda, are appointed to

act as Commissioners and Arbitrator, respectively, of the Mixed Commission

established at Loanda, and that Antonio Urbano Pereira de‘ Castro, Clerk,

Secretary, and Chief Officer of the same Court, is nominated to the office 0f

Portuguese Secretary in the same Commission. '
I have, &c. t ‘

(Signed) \VILLIAM R. WARD;

 

Inclosure in No. 234.

Viscevuntgd’Athoguia to Mr. Ward.

(Translation) " ' Lisbon, October [6, 1855.

THE Decree of the 30th December, 1852, having approved of the organi-

zation and, form of administration 'of justice in the Provinces of Angola, San

Thomé, and Principe and its. dependencies, which establishes in Article 75 and

its paragraphs the manner in. which the Mixed British and Portuguese Commis-

sion established at Leanda should be composed, according to the Treaty of the

3rd of July, 1842, for the abolitibn of the Traffic in Slaves, Ihave the honour to

communicate to you, for the infbrmation of your Government, that Manoel

Feliciano Souzado d’Araujo de Azevedo, and Joaquim Salvador Baptism,

Judges of the Court ofRelaqiio at Loanda, are appointed to act as Commissioners

and Arbitrator, respectively, of the Mixed Commission established at Luanda,

and that Antonio‘Urbano Pereira de Castro, Clerk, Secretary, and Chief Officer

of the same Court, is nominated to the office of Portuguese Secretary to the

same Commission.
As soon as these gentlemen shall have assumed their functions, I shall

have the honour of informing you. '
A - I have, Szc.

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

’ No. 235.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received November 5.)

My Lord, Lisbon, October 27, 1855.

THE Viscount d’Athoguia mentioned to me that the negro stave whose

escape from the Brazilian vessel “ Iris ” at Oportowas reported iii my despatch

of August 28, had been declared; by a sentence of a Judicial Court, liable to be

delivered up to the master of the vessel or his representatives. ‘

This, his Excellency informed me, was in compliance with a law enacted in

the earlytpart of the present century,when Brazil was still a portion of the

dominions of Portugal, whereby it was provided that negro slaves, entered on

the register (“matriculados ”) of any Brazilian vessel, should be apprehended and

restored to the master.
The Viscount d’Athoguia informed me also that, under these circumstances,

he had no other choice than to say that the law must be obeyed, but that

directions had. been sent to the Civil" Governor to‘ ascertain Whether the

persons claiming to have £1 property in this slave, would eecept a sum of money,

and desist from their claim. a '

Hacl the Cortes been sitting, his Excellency assured me that he would at



300 PORTUGAL.

once have laid a. Bill before the House to repeal the law in question. It is

to be hoped, therefore, that he will redeem this pledge as soon as it is in his
power.

I have, 826.
(Signed) , WILLIAM R. W'ARD.

 

No. 236;. .

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 5.)

(Extract) Lisbon, October 27, 1855.

, MR. VICE-CONSUL MEAGHER has informed me that two papers
have been presented at his office on behalf of Senhor F. A. Flores, for the

purpose of procuring an authentication of the signature of the chief oflicer of the
Foreign Department. _

The first of these papers was a petition, on the part of Senhor Flores, to be
furnished with. a certificate from the Portuguese Secretary of State’s Office for
Marine and Colonies of the circumstances uhder which he had been compelled
to quit the Province of Angola, that is to say, by the orders of the vaernor—
General, without any judicial proceedings having been taken against him, and
for no other reason (as the petitioher is informed) than a demand made by the
British Government to expel him, in consequence of his being engaged in the
Slave Trade. The paper further contains the certificate granted in pursuance of
this petition.

The other document was likewise a petition fore certificate to the effect
that Senhor Flores had solicited leave to wqu a copper mine in the Province of
Angola, and to introduce a hydraulic machine for extracting oil from a nut called
“ men'dubin.” V

I have no doubt’that it is Senhor Flories’ intention to make use of these
certificates in England, with a view to remove the obstacle that at present
prevents the Portuguese Government from recalling the order for his expulsion
from Angola.

 

No. 237‘.

The Earl of Clarendon‘to Mr. Ward.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 6, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th ultimo,“e inclosing a copy of
a Decree authorizing Manoel José de Costa Pedreira to transport 100 libertos
from Angola to the Island of St. Thomas. V '

. And I have to acquaint you that I approve of your having called'the atten-
tion of Viscount d’Athoguia to the letter Which Sir Richard Pakenham addressed
to him on the 15th of March, 1854, pointing out certain provisions of a similar
Decree, dated the 25th of October, 1853, which were then considered by' Her
Majesty’s Government as being objectionable. V

_ You Will inform Viscount d’Athoguie, that Her Majesty’s Government
regret to find that the regulations in questipn have not been amended in the
Decree which has been issued in favour of Senhor Pedreira.

' ,5 I am, 810.
, (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 238.

7 The Earl of Clarendbn to Mr. Ward.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, November 8, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 27th ultimofi“ stating that the
Viscount d’Athoguia has informed you that by Virtue of ‘a. Law passed at the
beginning of the present century, the proper tribunal at Oporto has declared

s N9. 233. ,+ No. 235.
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that the negro slave Jose’, who escaped from the Brazilian brig “ Iris” at Oporto

in August last, is liable to be delivered up to the master of the vessel or his

representatives ; and you state that Viscount d’Athoguia at the same time

assured you, that if the Cortes had been sitting he would at once have introduced

a Bill to repeal the law in question.
I have to instruct you to take an opportunity of saying to Viscount

d’Athoguia that Her Majesty’s Government trust that he will carry into efiect

this intention, and rescue Portugal from the discredit of such a law remaining

'in force.
*

' ' I am.- &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No; 239.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Ward.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofi‘ice, November‘B, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 27th ultimo,* stating that

it appears from a document which has been presented at the British Consulate for

authentication, that Francisco Antonio Flores has solicited leave to work a

copper—min‘e in the Province of Angola, I have to instruct you to state to the

Viscount d’Athoguia, that after the numerous and undoubted proofs of the

connection of Flores with the Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government conti-

dently trust that nothing will induce Viscount d’Athoguia to permit Flores

to return to Angola.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 240.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.—-'(Receioed December 4.)

My Lord, Lisbon, No‘vember 28, 1855.

IN conformity with the instructions of your Lordship’s, despatch ‘of the

8th instant,+ I have taken an opportunity of expressing to the Viscount

d’Athoguia the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that his Excellency would

carry into effect the intention which he had expressed to me hypothetically, of

proposing to the Cortes the repeal of the Law according to Which slaves forming

part of the crew of Brazilian vessels, and escaping from such vessels in Portugal,

are liable to he delivered up to the master of the vessel claiming them.

The Viscount d’Athoguia assured me that he would not fail to fulfil this

engagement to me on the meeting of the Cortes.

. I have, 810.

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

No. 241.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Ward.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofice, December 6, 1855;

MR. GABRIEL, Her Majesty’s Arbitrator at Loanda,‘ having reported to me

that in letters which he had received from .the Rev. Dr. Livingston whilst on his

recent journey from Loanda to Mozambique, that gentleman Speaks in terms ,of

gratitude of the kindness and hospitality which he received at the hands of the

several Portuguese authorities of the Province of Angola through Whose juris-

diction he passed, I have to instruct you to express to the Portuguese Government

the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the kindness and hospitality shown

to Dr. Livingston by their officers in Angola. .
. I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

'6 No. 236. ‘ * No. 238.
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No. 242.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received December 15.)

My Lord, Lisbon, December 8, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy qf the note which Iadch-essed to the

Viscount .dethoguia, in compliance with the directions of your Lordship’s
despatch of 8th Novemberfl‘ expressing the hope of Her Majesty’s Government
that ‘Senhor F. A. Flores might not be permitted to return to Angola. '

The Minister of Foreign Affairs has replied to this appeal, by merely stating
the fact that no change had been made with regard to the order for Senhor Flores’
expulsion, adding that that person was taking steps to prove that he had not
been engaged in slave-trading, and that he hqd been unjustly ordereci to leave the
provmce.

Whenever I have had occasion to Speak to the Viscount d’Athoguia on this
subject, it . has not failed to strike me that his Excellency carefully abstained
from giving me any assurance as to his intentions with regard to any application
which Senhor Flores might make for the recall of the 0rder_for his expulsion.

I have, &c. _ '
(Signed) WILLIAM R. ‘WARD.

 

Inclosure l in No. 242.

2117'. Ward to Viscount d’Athoguia.

Lisbon, November 17, 1855.

IN consequence of information which hes been furnished to Her Majesty’s
Government that Senhor Francisco Antonio Flores has solicited teave to work a
copper-mine in the Province of Angola, the Undersigned, &c., has been instructed
by Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Afieirs to state to his
Excellency the Viscount d’Atheguia, &e., that after the numerous and undoubted
proofs of the connexion of Senhor Flores With the Slave Trade, Her Maj esty’s
Government confidently trust that nothing Will induce the Viscount d’Athoguia
to permit Senhor Flores to return to Angela. .

The Undersigued, &¢. (Signed) 1 WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

Inelosure 2 in No. 242.‘

Viscount d’Athoguia t9 ZVIT. Ward.

('I‘I‘anslation.) V Palace, December 3, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note Which you were
pleased to address to me under date of 17th Novemhei' last, informing me that
you had received instructions from Her Britannia Majesty’s Government to
express the wishes of that Government, to the effect that the Brazilian subject,
Francisco Antonio Flores, may not be permitted to return to Angola, as it
appears that he Wishes to do, under pretext pf working a coppeiblnine.

In answer I have to state to you, that from information obtained through
theh’iarine Department, it appears that the order issued from. that Department
for the expulsion from Loanda, 0f the said Fierce, has net been altered, and that
he cannot therefore return to that provinee. It appears, however, that this
individualvpurposes to show that he was not engaged in the Slave Trade, and
that he was unjustly expelled from thence.

, v . ‘ I-tenew, 8:0;
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA...‘

 

*' No. 239.
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N0. 243.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 25.)

My Lord,
V Lisbon, December 15, 1855.

I HAD the honour on the 12th instant to' receive your Lordship’s

despatch ofthe 6th instant.

I have addressed a note to the Viscount d’Athoguia,’ Conveying the thanks

of Her Majesty’s Government for the kindness and hospitality shown to

Dr. Livingston by the officers of His Most Faithful Majesty in Angola.

‘ V ‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

. No. 244.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.~(Received January 8, 1856.)

(Extract)
Lisbon, December 28, 1855.

' DURING a conversation which I had yesterday with the Portuguese

Minister for Foreign Affairs, I remarked upon the efforts which the notorious

Brazilian slave-trader Flores was said to be making with a view to obtain

permission to r'etum to Loanda, from which he had been expelled, and I thought

it as well to repeat the displeasure with Which Her ‘Majesty's Government

would view a compliance With his wishes on the part of the Portuguese Govern-

ment. ‘ ‘ ‘

eViscount d’Athoguia. stated» that Senhor Flores had not applied for the

permission in question, but fot- the proofs of his guilt, and observed that those

which had been adduced would not have been sufficient to warrant the expulsion

of a Portuguese subject. His Excellency intimated that the course which was

open to Senhor Flores to adopt was to address himself to his own Government,

for their intervention, but that it wouId necessarily entail delay. He further

remarked that Senhor Flores was largely interested in copper mines, which

would be more profitable to him than the Slave Trade.‘ . 7 '

I replied that having myself beenrthe medium of. communicating to the

Brazilian Government the expulsion of Flores as a measin‘e likely to be agree-

able to them, and knowing their feelings regarding the-proceedings of .the slave-

traders in the PortugueseAfriean possessions 51 could not believe that they

would interest themselves in his behalf, and» I again deprecated on thepart of

Her Majesty’s Government, leave being given to him at any time to return to

the former field of his siave4trading operations. ,V V - . V _ r V

I doubt not but that this warning will suffice for the present, but I will not

fail to keep my attention directed to the subject. __ -,

 

‘ No.l2v45.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr..-Howard. _

' , : Foreign Ofiice, Jmmary 5;.1856.

WITH reference to your deepatch of the 28th ultimo, I have to express

my approval of 'thelanguage which you, held to Viscount d’Athoguia, in; warning

his Excellency against allowing Francisco Antonio Flores to return to Angola.

, , 7 ' 1am,&c. "f

, , (Signed). , CLARENDON.

Sir,
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once have laid a Bill before the House to repeal the law in question. It is
to be hoped, therefore, that he will redeem this pledge as soon as it is in his

power.
I have, 820.

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

No. 236.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Rece~ived November 5.)

(Extract) Lisbon, October 27, 1855.

MR. VICE-CONSUL MEAGHER has informed me that two papers '
have been presented at his office on behalf of Senhor F. A. Flores, for the

purpose of procuring an authentication of the signature of the chief officer of the
Foreign Department.

The first of these papers was a petition,‘ on the part of Senhor Flores, to be

furnished With a certificate from the Portuguese Secretary of State’s Office for

Marine and Colonies of the circumstances under which he had been compelled
to quit the Province of Angola, that is to say, by the orders of the Governor-
General, Without any judicial proceedings having been taken against him, and
for no other reason (as the petitioiier is infermed) than'a demand made by the

British Government to expel him, in consequence of his being engaged in the
Slave Trade. The paper further contains the certificate granted in pursuance of
this petition. '

The other document was likewise a petition for a certificate to the effect
that Senhor Flores had solicited leave to wqu a copper mine in the Province of
Angola, and to introduce a hydraulic machine for extracting oil from a nut called
“ mendubin.” .

I have no doubt‘that it is Senhor Flores’ intention to make use of these
certificates in England, with a view to remove the obstacle that at present
prevents the Portuguese Government from 1fecalling the order for his expulsion
from Angola.

 

No. 237.

The Earl of Clarendon-to Mr. Ward.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, November 6, 1855.
I HAVE received yOur despatch of the 18th ultimof‘ inclosing a copy of

a Decree authorizing Manoel Jose’ de Costa Pedreira to transport 100 libertos
from Angola to the Island of St. Thomas. '

. And I have to aCQuaint you that I approve of your having called'the atten-
tion of Viscount d’Athoguia to the letter which Sir Richard Pakenham addressed
to him on the 15th of March, 1854, pointing out certain provisions of a similar
Decree, dated the 25th of October, 1853, which were then considered by" Her
Majesty’s Government as being objectionable. V

> You will inform Viscount d'Athoguigi that Her Majesty’s Government
regret to find that the regulations in question have not been amended in the
Decree which has been issued in favour of Senhor Pedreira.

' V I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

' No. 238,

_ The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Ward. ,

1 Sir, Foreign Oflice, November 8, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 27th ultimo,* stating that the
Viscount d’Athoguia has informed you that by Virtue of a Law passed at the
beginning of the present century, the proper tribunal at Oporto has declared

* N9. 233. Jr No. .235.
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No. 246.

Count Lam'acl'io to the Earl of Clarendon.--(Received February 12.)

(Translation) London, February 11, 1856.

THE Vth Article of the Treaty of the 251%] July, 1842, concluded beween
Her Most Faithful Majesty and Her Britannia Majesty for the complete abolition
of the Slave Trade, regulates the number of slaves by whom each Portuguese
colonist Imay be accompanied When he definitively changes his residence from
one Portugese Possession on the coast of Africa to another on any part of the
said coast 01' the adjacent islands. Nothing, however, is regulated in the said
Treaty relative to the conveyance of slaves from one point of any of the above-
mentioned Possessions to another point of the same Possession. But there has
been no doubt Whatever, from the conclusion of the above Treaty to this time,
that When‘Portuguese subjects passed from one point to another of the same
POSSession it continued to be lawful, as it was before the Treaty, for them
to be accompanied by a part, or even the Whole, of their slaves. And no
objection whatever having been made to this practice, and to this interpretation
given to the aforesaid Treaty, during almost fourteen years, it cannot assuredly
be in unison with the principles of justice, that, Without a preceding agreement
between the two High Contracting Powers, a subaltern agent of either of the
two Governments should dare to disturb a practice which has not been inter-
rupted since the conclusion of the Treaty, and should arrogate to himself the
right of interpreting it——a right which appertains solely to the Sovereigns of the
two respective States, the, only interpreters of the Treaties concluded between
them.

Notwithstanding the truth of these unquestionable principles, the Govern-
ment of His Most Faithful Majesty has understood that Commodore Adams had
declared that he was resolved to detain and to give orders to detain any Portuguese
ship which, navigating from one port to another port of the same Portuguese
Possession situated on the coast of Africa, shopld have on board slaves belonging
to Portuguese subjects. ,

In view of this unusual declaration, niade by an incompetent person, in
opposition to the interpretation given during nearly fourteen years to the Treaty
of the 3rd July, 1842, the Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary of His Most Faithful Majesty with the Government of Her
Britannia Majesty, received orders from his Government to address his Excel.
lency the Earl of Clarendon, &c.; to protest against the said declaration made
by Commodore Adams; the GoVernment of His Most Faithful Majesty reserving '
to itself thenceforward the right, in case the said declaration should be carried
into- effect, to demand just reparation for the wrongful interpretation of the'
Treaty, and indemnification for the losses which Portuguese subjects ,might
sustain in consequence of this wrongful interpretation. ‘

The Government of His Most Faithfdl Majesty is not of opinion that
advantage can be taken of the practice abqve mentioned (especially after the
publication of the Decree of the 14th December, 1854), to ‘protect, directly or
indirectlyythe infamous Slave Trade; but if the contrary should be proved, the
Undersigned is authorized to assure his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon that
His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government is ready to regulate, by an Additional
Article to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, or by any other mode, the forms
which might be observed, and even the number: of slaves by whom each Portu-
guese subject might be accompanied, when he should remove, definitively or
temporarily, from one point to another of the s-ame’wPortuguese Possession
situated on the coast of Africa, 01' in the islands of the same.

The Undersigned is aware that his Excellency cannot but observe that
it would be- absurd if it were allowed to the Colonist, when he removed from'
one Possession to another, to be accompanied by a certain number of slaves,
and if this . same permission were not granted to one who, Without leaving the
Possession in which he resided, should scarcely change his domicile, especiallv
When this practice was not restricted by the Treaty, and was in existence during
nearly the fourteen years preceding. Nevertheless the Undersigned, knowing
the ardent Wish of the GoVernment of His Most Faithful Majesty to cooperate
with that of Her Britannic Majesty, by all the means in its power, in the
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that the negro slave José, who escaped from the Brazilian brig “ Iris” at Oporto

in August last, is liable to be delivered up to the master of the vessel or his

representatives ; and you state that Viscount d’Athoguia at the same time

assured you, that if the Cortes had been sitting he would at once have introduced

a Bill to repeal the law in question.

I have to instruct you to take an opportunity of saying to Viscount

d’Athoguia that Her Majesty’s Government trust that he will carry into effect

this intention, and rescue Portugal from the discredit of such a law remaining

'in force.
-

I. am,' &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No.’ 239.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Ward.

Sir, . Foreign Ofi‘ice, November'S, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 27th ultimo,* stating that

it appears from a document which has been presented at the British Consulate for

authentication, that Francisco Antonio Flores has solicited leave. to work a

eopp'er—min‘e in the Province of Angola, I have to instruct you to state to the

Viscount d’Athoguia, that after the numerous and undoubted proofs of the

connection of Flores with the Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government confi—

dently trust that nothing will induce Viscount d’Athoguia to permit Flores

to return to Angola.
I am, &C.

(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 240.

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.—(RecéivedlDecember 4.)

My Lord, 1 Lisbon, November 28, 1855.

IN conformity with the instructlons of your Lordship’s. despatc’h "of the

8th instemtnL I have taken an opportunity of expressing to the Viscount

d’Athoguia the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that his Excellency would

carry into effect the intention which he had expressed to me hypothetically, of

proposing to the Cortes the repeal of the Law according,r to Which slaves forming

part of the crew of Brazilian vessels, and escaping from such vessels in Portugal,

are liable to be delivered up to the master of the vessel claiming them.

The Viscount d’Athoguia assured me that he would not fail to fulfil this

engagement to me on the meeting of the Cortes. , .

. ' I have, &c. _

(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD.

 

No.241.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Ward.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflice, December 6, 1855;

MR. GABRIEL, Her Majesty’s Arbitrator at Leande, having reported to me

that in letters which. he had received from the Rev. Dr. Livingston whilst on his

recent journey from Loanda. t_o Mozambique, that gentleman speaks in terms _of

gratitude of the kindness and hospitality which he received at the hands of the

several Portuguese'authorities of the Province‘of Angola through whose juris-

diction he passed, I have to instruct you to express to the Portuguese Government

the thanks'of Her Majesty’s Government for the kindness and hospitality shown

to Dr. Livingston by their officers in Angola. 7
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

I6 No. 236. ‘ t No. 238.
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complete abolition of the infamous Slave Trade, does not only not refuse to

interpret always .in the most liberal sense the Treaty concluded between the two

Sovereigns, but even to add to it anyArticles Which may conduce to the attam-

ment of the great object which the two Governments of His Most Faithful

Majesty and Her Britannia Majesty have 'set before them, the abolition of the

Traffic, and, as speedily as it ma be possible, of the state of slavery, which the

Government of Her Britannia Majesty has had already the means and the good

fortune to be able to eftect in her dominions; a noble and. great example Which

the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty intends to follow, so soon as 1t

may be duly enabled to do so, without doing injury to rights acquired band‘fide,

or exposing her dominions beyond the seas to commotions which might lead to

misfortunes difficult to be repaired.

. The Undersigned is assured that Her'BI-itann'c Majesty’s Government, and

in particular his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, does full justice to the firm—

ness with Which. His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government is resolved religiously

to maintain the execution of all the Articles of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842.

The Undersigned, 8w. (Signed) LAVRADIO.

 

No. 247 .

The Earl of Clarendoh to Mr. Howard.

Sir,
Foreign Ofice, February 16, 1856.

I‘ TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch* from

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, containing some observatiOns with

regard to the efi'ect preduced in that colony by the publication of the Portuguese

Decree of the 14th of December, 1854, which provides for the registration and

partial emancipation of slaves, and inclosing copies of a correspondenee'between

the Municipal Chamber of Loanda and the Governor-General on the subject of

the Decree in question, ' ' a ,

m), I a &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 248.

.The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Foreign Oflce, Febrmu‘y 16, 1-856.

‘ I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, the accompanying copy of a

despatclfi from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at LOanda,jnclosing copies of their

correspondence with the Governor-General of that prevmce, relative to a recent

case of shipment from thence of some slaves for the Island of St. Thomas on

board the American barque “ Seaman.” , , ' , ‘ V ‘

'As there can be no doubt that the transaction reported by Her Majesty’s

Commissioners was a violation of the Vth Article of the Anti~Slave Trade Treaty

with Portugal of 1842, I have to instruct you to bring- thls case to the notice of

the Portuguese Government, [and to request that such instructions may be given

to the vaernor-General of Angola as will prevent a. Iecurl'ence of similar

infractions Of the Treaty for the future. ‘ . ‘ ‘ ,

‘
I am, Sac.

(Signed) I CLARENDON; V

 

* Class A,vNo. 76. 1‘ Ibid., No. 75.

CLASS B.
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No. 249.

Mr. Howard in the Earl of Clare»:donr—(Received February 28.)

My Lord, Lisbon, February 16, 1856.

SIR RICHARD PAKENHAM, in his despatch of the 8th of Januat'y,

1855,* had the honour of transmitting to ypur Lordship a translation of the

Decree of the Portuguese Government of the 14th of the preceding month of

December, for the registration and partial emancipation of slaves in the

Portuguese Colonial Possessious.
This Decree having been issued under the responsibility of Viscount

d’Athoguia, as Minister of the Colonies, whilst the Cortes were not sitting, and

therefore requiring their subsequent sanction, has been submitted to the Chamber

of Deputies, and came under discussion on the 14th and 15th instants.

On this occasion Senhor Alfonso de Castro proposed two amendments, the

first being to extend to the slaves belonging to Municipal Chambers, and to the

charitable institutions called “ Misericordiasfl’ the freedom which is stipulated

by the single paragraph in Article VI of the Decree, For all slaves belonging to

the State; the second being to expunge Article XXIX, with its single paragraph,

of which the following is the text :——-
“ A11 slaves who, under any circumstances, obtain their liberty, enter at

once into the class of liberated negroes, and become subject to the public

guardianship of' the Board. '
§ “Such slaves as obtain their liberty through the general provisions of

the law, as enacted in the clause of Article V]; of this Decree, are bound to serve

the*State for seven years, under the provision of the Regulation of the 25th of

October, 1853.” 7
Senhor de Castro observed, in support of his amendments, that slavery was

condemned by philanthropy and religion ; neither was it a necessity in the

present age, when so many means of promoting agriculture and industry had

been discovered. It was argued, he said, that the Municipalities and the

“ Misericordias” could not be deprived of their rights of property, but, according

to the same principie, slavery ought not to exist, because it deprives slaves of

the right of using their own strength and intelligence; moreover, the Munici-

palities could only gain by the emancipation of their slaves, because free labour is

much more productive ; and the “ Misericoi'dias” by so doing would be fulfilling

the most beneficial precept of their institution. His wish was to see slaves

placed in the immediate possession of their freedom, without passing through

the state of liberated negroes ; a condition, for the most part, worse than slavery,

and it was with this view he had brought forward his second proposal.

S'bme objections were offered to these amendments by Senhor Tavares de

Macedo, Who contended, that although every one was agreed as to the necessity

of putting an end to slavery in the transmarine provinces of Portugal, this was

a matter in which there ought to he no precipitate proceedings, because not

only the rights of property, and the interests of agriculture and commerce, but

likewise the interests of the slaves themselves—who, if suddenly restored to their

liberty, would not know What use to make ot'it—should be attended to. V

Another Deputy, Senhor Moraes de Cawalho, who, whilst he professed his

wish for- as early as possible an abolition of slavery, dwelt on the necessity of

proceeding gradually towards that end, proposed to limit the alteration in

Article XXIX of the Decree, to striking out in the single paragraph the words

“ seven years,” as the term during which the liberated {negroes should be bound
to servitude, his object being to curtail its duration. ' ‘

Finally, at the close of the discussion on the 11th instant, Senhor :de
Castro’s above-mentioned amendment to Article VI of the Decree, extending

the number of slaves to be liberated, was adopted, whilst that which he had
brought forward for the erasure of the whole of Article XXIX was rejected. On
the other hand, Senhor Carvalho’s proposal in regard to the single paragraph of
that Article was approved of. .

The Decree, so amended, received the sanction of the Chamber, and will
be sent up to the House of Peers. ' '

“3" Class B, presented 1855, No. ‘355.
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At an interview which I had this day with Viscount d’Athoguia, I expressed

to him the satisfaction with which I had seen the addition made by the Chamber

to the class of slaves liberated in virtue of the Decree, but at the same time my

regret that the clause whereby that class would have been placed in the posses-

sion of complete freedom had not been passed. With regard to Senhor de

Carvalho’s amendment, I could not, I said, but applaud the object it had in

view, of shortening the term of servitude of the liberated negroes, but as the

effect of the erasure of the words “ seven years” in the single paragraph of

Article XXIX, would be to leave that term indefinite, I thought the amended

Wording of the paragraph was open to objection in principle, and I therefore

v considered it advisable that some shorter definite period. should be fixed, beyond

which such servitude should not be permitted to be prolonged, whilst the power

of terminating it at once, or at any previous period, sh ould be retained. ‘

Viscount d’Athoguia admitted that, in point of form, my remark was not

without justice, and he said he would see whether any alteration could be made .

when the wording of the law was settled in Committee; but he could assure me

that, in the execution, of the law, the intention with which the amendment had

been introduced, should be fully carried out in favour of the slaves. ,

His Excellency took this opportunity of repeating to me his wish to see

slavery entirely abolished in the Portuguese Colonial Possessions, and his hopes

that so desirable an end could gradually be arrived at.

' He said that his intention was directed towards a question which had

formerly been under the consideration of the Government—viz., that of declaring

every child born of slave parents free from the time of its birth. He had

explained at the time to Sir Richard Pakenham the motives of humanity founded

upon the 'fear'of the dangerous consequences to the children, if the master of

their parents were divested of all interest in the former, which had deterred the

Government from having recourse to that measure; he should, however, again

confer on the subject with persons interesting themselves in the emancipation of

the slaves.
I replied that I was not insensible to the ill effects Which might result in

some individual cases from the measure, but still I' considered that its general

advantages so greatly counterbalanced any partial unfavourable consequences,

and that it would constitute so important a step towards totalemancipation, that

I earnestly hoped His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government would not hesitate

now to adopt it. > y ‘

I have not entered more fully into the reasons alleged by Viscount

d’Athoguia for not proposing an enactment of the nature above referred to, as

they were identical with those reported in Sir Richard Pakenham’s despatch

of the 8th of January, 1855, transmitting the Decree in question.

> I have, 8:0. '

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

_ . No. 250.

(Mr. Howard to the Earl of‘Clarendon.——(Received February 28.)

My‘ Lord,
Lisbon, February 18, 1856.

4 ON the 15th instant the Viscount d’Athcguia addressed to me a note,

of which I have the honour to transmit a translation, ac‘quainting me' that

the Portuguese member of the Mixed Commission at Loanda had obtained

ermission to return to Pottugal on leave of absence, on account of his bad state

of health. , I . , ’

His Excellency also informs me that as the Portuguese Arbitratoris now

also absent on leave, orders are about to be sent to fill up the vacancy, according

to the terms of the 3rd Section of Article X of Annex B to the Treaty of the

3rd July, 1842, until the Court of Relaeao at'L'oaiida‘ shall be cOnstituted; the

magistrates of which Court are authOrized to‘act as the Portuguese officers in the

Mixed Commission, according to the announcement made by the Viscount

d’AthOguia in his note to M1. Ward of the 16th OctOber of last year.

. I have, &c. ”

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD
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Inclosure in No. 250.

Viscount d’AthoguiaA to Mr: Howard.

(Translation) Palace, February 15, 1856.

_ THE Portuguese Commissioner in the Mixed Commission established at

Loanda having represented to this Department that the precarious state of his

health would not permit him to continue to reside in that colony, His Majesty

the King has been pleased to accede to his request, and to grant him permission

to return to this kingdom.
In making you acquainted with this resolution of the same august person, I

have to inform you that as the Portuguese Arbitrator is also absent on Leave,

the necessary orders are about to be issued f0); providing for this emergency, in

accordance with the provisions contained in the 3rd Section of Article X of the

Annex B to the Treaty of 1842, until such time as the Court of Appeal

(Relaefio) of Loanda shall be constituted, the members of which will act on the

part of Portugal in the said Mixed Commission, in conformity with the Decree of

the 30th of December, 1852, which formed the subject of my note of the 16th

of October of last year.
I renew, &c.

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

No. 251.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mix Howard.

Sir, , ‘ -Fore£gn Ofice, March 1, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 16th instant} reporting a discus-

sion in the Chamber of Deputies upon the subject of the Decree of the 14th

of December, 1854, which provides for the registration and partial emancipation

of slaves in the Portuguese Colonial Possessions, and I have to acquaint you

that I approve the observations made by you tp Viscount d’Athoguia with refer-
ence to this matter. ‘

I am, 836.
(Signed) CLARENDON.»

 

No. 252.

M’r. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.~—-(Receibed IVIarch 7.)

My Lord, Lisbon, February 28, 1856.

YOUR Lordship having, by your despatch of the 16th instant,"L placed.
me in possession of the correspondence, as annexed to the despatch of the

12th of November last, of Her Majesty’s Cqmmissioners at Loanda, between

the Municipal Chamber of that place and the Governor—General, relative

to the Portuguese Decree of the 14th of December, 1854, for the registration

and partial emancipation of slaves, I took an opportunity of inquiring of the

Viscount d’Athoguia whether he had taken any steps in the matter.

His Excellency replied, that he had already transmitted to the Governor-
General an approval of his conduct in refusing to accedeto the application of the

MunicipallChamber for the Suspension and alteration of the Decree; the only
modification of it which he had authorised Senhor Amaral to introduce, being a

reduction of the registration fees.
Viscount d’Athoguia was unable to say whether the petitions 0n the same

subject from the Municipal Chamber to the King and the Cortes, the transmission

of which had been announced, had reached this country or not.
In the meantime, as your Lordship is aware, the Decree has been sanc-

tioned by the Chamber of Deputies, and will, no doubt, likewise pass in the

Chamber of Peers. »

*‘No'. 249. . -]- N0. 247.
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Viscount d’Athoguia informed me to—day that, having communicated to the

Deputy who had proposed the amendment according to which the period of seven

ears for the servitude of the liberated negroes was struck out of the 29th

Article of the Decree, my remark, as reported in my despatch of the 16th

instant, that the term of such servitude would, according to the altered wording,

appear to he indefinite, the Deputy in question, Senhor Carvalho, had replied

that such would not he the case, as it would be determined by the Regulations

of the 24th of October, 1853, which are quoted in the Article.

On looking over these Regulations, I find that, although, according to

Article 10, the period of service for liberated negroes is fixed at seven years, yet,

according to Article 11, those who, for a period of six years, have invariably

‘ behaved well, shall be released from further service.
I have, &e.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 253.

1111'. Howard to the Earl of Olarcndon.——(Received March 7.)

My Lord,
Lisbon, February 28, 1856.

“WITH reference to your Lordship’s deepatch of the 16th instant,”-e

inclbsing the copy of a despatch of the 29th of October last from Her

Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, covering copies of their correspondence

' with the Gevernor-General of the Province of Angola relative to a recent case of

a shipment from thence of some slaves" for the Island of St.Thomas on board

the American barque “ Seamew,” I have the honour of transmitting herewith a

copy of the note which, in execution of your Lordship’s instructions, I addressed

on the 25th instant to Viscount d’Athoguia, bringing that case under his Excel-

lency’s notice as involving a violation of the Vth Article of the Anti-Slave Trade

Treaty with Portugal of 1.842, and requesting that such instructions may be given

to the Governor-General as will prevent a recurrence of similar infractions of the

Treaty for the future.
' I

, Your Lordship will perceive that I hawe referred to the previous request for

the issue of instructions to the Portuguese authorities at Angola calculated to

meet cases like that in question, which was preferred by Sir Richard Pakenham

in his note to theViscount d’Athoguia of the 19th of January of last year, a

copy of which was inclosed in his deepatch of that date to your Lordshipxi'

I have likewise, on two occasions since the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch, urged verbally upon Viscount d’Athoguia the request which I have

been charged to make to him, but I did not find him disposed to admit our

construction of the Vth Article of the Treaty. V ‘

His Excellency observed that the term of “ bond fide household servants,”

used in it with reference to the slaVes by whom a. settler is permitted to be

accompanied on his definitive removal from the Portuguese possessions on the

coast of Africa to one of the specified islands, could not have been intended to

apply merely to in-door servants, because, if it had, there would have been no

Object in allowing him so large a number as 10, which would 'be quite out of

proportion with the wants, for domestic purposes, of the class to whom a settler

belongs; but that it must likewise haVe been meant to include servants to be

employed in agriculture, of whom a settler stood most in need. ‘

7 His Excellency likewise contended that the latter interpretation was borne

out by the aceeptation 0f the words in Portuguese.

I replied, that it appeared to me impossible to convey a meaning more

clearly hy‘words than was done, both in the English and Portuguese text .ofthe

Article in question, which I read over with his Excellency, and which I said did

not admit of any other than a literal intepretaticn ; that the object of permitting

a settler to take as many as 10 slaves with him as household servants was, no

doubt, to make him as liberal an allowance as possible; arid that I trusted his

Excellency would not raise a discussion on this question, upon which the opinion

of Her Majesty’s Government was so decided, but would be so ‘ good as to

transmit the orders for which I had applied'to the (J‘rovernor-General.

’5 N0. 248. 't' Class B, presented 1855, No. 358.
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Viscount d’Athoguia rejoined, that I was not to consider the observations

he had made to me as his official reply ; and that, before he answered my-note,

”he Would inot' fail to study the question attentiVely. He added, that his own

wish would be that all negroes transported to the islands should be previously

liberated.
‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in Np. 253.

Mr. Howard to Viscomzt d’Athogm'a.

Lisbon, February 25, 1856.

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and

Minister Plenipotentiary, in compliance with the instructions which he has

received from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has

the honour of bringing to the notice of his Excellency Viscount d’Athoguia, His

Most Faithful Majesty’s Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Afl'airs, the

case of a. shipment of slaves from Loanda flor the Island of St. Thomas; which

has been reported by Her ,Majesty’s Commissioners, and which ’involves an

infraction of the 5th Article of the Treaty of the 3rd'of July, 1842, between

Great Britain and Portiigal, for the suppi'eSsion of the Slave Trade.

It appears that in the month of August last Her Majesty’s Commissioners

learnt that an individual had arrived at Loanda from the Island of St. Thomas,

with the avowed object of procuring as many slaves as possible, for the purpose

of employing them in agriculture, on an estate belonging to a principal landed

proprietor in that island, and very shortly afterwards they heard that he had

returned thither on board an American vessel, in company with another individual

who figured as a settler, taking with him 10 slaves. i

The accuracy of the information thus received by Her Majesty’s Commis-

sioners was confirmed to them by the statement contained in the official

“Boletim,” N0. 516, of the 18th of Augustj of the sailing on the 18th of that

month of the American barque “ Seamew ” for St. Thomas, With D. M. de Castro,

merchant, and M. A, de Oliveira, settler (qolono), and 10 slaves, amongst the

passengers.
‘ According to the statements of Her Majesty’s CommissiOIiers, the first of

these individuals, I). M. de Castro, is the person who arrived from St. Thomas; as

above mentioned, and who is connected, either as agent or partner, with the

landed proprietor in question, Manuel Jose da Costa Pedreira ; whilst the second,

Manoel Antonio de Oliveira, is the man who appears to have been engaged by

the former to figure as the owner of the 10 slaves. ' ‘

This Manoel Antonio de Oliveira, originally a convict, was enlisted in the

corps of Sappcrs and Miners, and obtained‘his discharge last year at Bengueila,

from which place he repaired to Loanda, where he was lately keeping a
grog-shop. ' t . , , ' g ,

It is evident that such a man was not the owner of the slaves, and cannot

' be considered as a settler, in the sense in which that term is employed in the

Vth Article of the Treaty of 1842' _
«. With regard to the 10 slaves, it does not even seem to have been pretended

that they were household servants, in which. bondfide character they could alone,

aecording to the express stipulation of the same Article, be exported. In view of

the intelligence which had reached Her Majesty’s Commissioners respecting this

transaction, they brought it in the first instance verbally under the notice of the

Governor-General, and subsequently Sir George Jackson addressed, on the V

4th ofSeptember last, to his Excellency, the letter ufwhich the Undersigned

has the honour .of inelosing a copy, requesting to be furnished with such

particulars as might enable him to satisfy Her Majesty’s Government that it had

not involved a departure from the Vth Articleof the Treaty of 1842, intimating,

however, his opinion that such a contravention had taken place. * i

‘ FrOm Senhor do Amarai’s repiy of the 7th of September, a copy of which

is aiso hereto annexed, Viscount d’Athoguia’ will perceive that his Excellencv

gave his permission for the shipment of the '10 slaves, knowing that they were
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not, as required by the Treaty, bond jicle househoid servants, but were intendeti to

be employed as field labourers, and COHSSQl‘lGntIy, that his Excellency, actlhg

apparently under an erroneous view of the Stipulations contained in the Vth

Article of the Treaty, allowed of a deviation from them in the case under

discussion. . 5

With respect to the settler who figured as the owner of the slaves, Her

Majesty’s Commissioners, writing to the Earl of ClarendOn 0n the 29th of October,

maintain that the Governor-General has been misinformed conCcrning hievreal

character, and uphold the aceuracy of the intelligence they had received

concerning him as given above, and which they state to have been confirmed by

the result of their subsequent inquiries. ‘ - ‘

Under these circumstances, Her Majesty’s Government, considering the

shipment of the slaves in question to be an unquestionableviolation of the

provisions of the Vth Article of the Treaty of 1842, have directed the U11_der—

signed to urge His Most Faithful Majesty’s Govermnent to send such instructions

to the Governor-General of Angola as will prevent a recurrence of similar

infractions of the Treaty for the future. ' ‘ .

The Undersigned, in thi'l’s'fulfilling the orders of Her Mejesty’s Government,

begs to remind his Excellency Viscount d’Athoguia that this is not the first

time that a similar application has been addressed to His Most Faithful Majesty’s

Government, on the part of Her Majesty’s Government, midto refer to the note

which Sir Richard Pakenham had the honour of addressing to his Excellency

on the 19th of January of last year, urging, with reference to certain orders

which had already been forwarded to the authorities at Angola, the transmission

of further instructions, with a view to prevent the removai‘of other slaves from

that colony than bondflde household servants. ' '

The Undersigned takes the liberty, rat the same'tix‘ne, of remarking, that if

the request thus preferred by Sir Richard Pakenham had been acted. upon,- he

would , not, probably, have been under the necessity of making the present

application to his Excellency. ' _ ' -

The Undersigned, Sac. (Signed) ‘ HENRY F. HOWARD. ‘

 

, ,N0‘254V‘“,

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Lavmdio.

M. 16 Comte, Fareign Ofiice, fifarch I2; 1856,

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the letter which you did

me the honour to address to me on the 11th ultimo, complaining that Commo:

(lore Adams, the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the West

African Station, has announced his intention of detaining Portuguese vessels _

employed in carrying slaves, the property of any Portuguese colonist who may

be proceeding frOm one port to another of the Portuguese possessions on the

Coast of Africa ; and I have the honour to acquaint you, in reply, that noinfor-

mation has yet been received at this office respecting the declaration in question,

which is alleged to have been made by Commodore Adams, but I have requested

the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to call upon Commodore Adams for

a report of the circumstances under which he had determined to adopt the

course of which you complain, and as soon as his report, shall he received _I

shall have the honour to address to you a further communication upon this

matter.
‘ ' '

I am, 850'.

(Signed) , CLARENDON,

 

‘ s No; 255. ,

1111'. Howard to the Eafl of‘Claremlbh.«—(Réceivecl'M‘arch I5) . ~

My Lord, ‘ ’j ‘ Lisbon, March 8,1856,

WITH reference to Mr. Ward’s correspondence of last year with‘uyeiir

Lerdshipfelative to the ease of . the negro Who had escaped frmfi the Brazilian

brig “Iris,” at Oporto, I have the honour of inclosing the copy of a despateh
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of the 27th ultimo, which I have received from Mr. Johnston, Her Majesty’s

Consul at that port, reporting that the negro in question was on the 23rd ultimo

put on board of a vessel which he erroneously supposes to have been the “ Iris,”

but which was another Brazilian ship, and, that having endeavoured to regain

his liberty by force, he was wounded and overpowered, and conveyed to the

hospital of the Oporto jail.
111 the sitting of the Chamber of Peers of the 29th ultimo, some interpel-

lations were addressed by Viscount Szi da Bandeira and by Count Thomar on

' this subject to the Minister of the Interior? who stated that the wish of the

Government had been to give the slave his liberty, but that the judicial tribunals

had decided that he ought to be given up to his owner, and it was on the occa-

sion of his having been put on board of a vessel by the authorities in order

to be conveyed to Brazil, that the scene t9 Which reference had been made

took place.
\Vhen I saw'Viscount d’Athoguia on the 5th instant, I called his attention

to‘ the report made to me by Mr. Consul Johnston, and observed to him that

after what had taken place, it would be bai'barity to make another attempt to

give up the slave; who would no doubt be exposed to very cruel punishment from

his master, and I urged his Excellency to endeavour to carry out an'intention he‘

had formerly announced to Mr. Ward of purehasing the negro’s liberty.

_ Viscount d’Athoguia, after repeating the intention which had been enter-

tained by the Government of liberating the slave, and the circumstances under

which they had been obliged to abandon it, as reported by Mr. ‘Ward in his

despatch of the 27th of October last, stated that he had already conveyed

to the Brazilian Minister, Senhor Monteiro, who had claimed the extradition

of the negro, the wish of the Portuguese Government to buy his liberty of

his master in Brazil, and that Senhor Meliteiro had promised to write to his

Government with a View to endeavour to effect that object. _

Upon my pressing his Excellency to renew that proposal to the Brazilian

Minister, he replied that he did not consider it necessary he should do so after

the communication he had already made to him, but suggested‘that I should »

speak on the subject to Senhor Monteiro, Which I have undertaken to do.

I have not failed frequently to remind Viscount d’Athoguia of his promise

to propose to the Cortes the repeal of the law in virtue of which the negro

in question was ordered to be given up, as forming part of the crew of a

Brazilian vessel, and he has always answered by assuring me of his intention

to do so.
In the meantime, I am happy to say that Viscount Sat has introduced a bill

with that object into the Chamber of ‘Peers, with which Viscount d’Athoguia has V

expressed his concurrence. ' ,
‘ I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 1

Inclosure in No. 255.

Consul thnston to Mr. Howaird.

(ExtiactJ Oporto, February 27, 1856.

WITH reference to my previous letters, and to Mr. Ward’s despatehes
of the 6th and 22nd of September last, respecting a negro who had escaped from

the Brazilian brig “Iris,” I beg to inform yea that the negro in question was,

on the 23rd instant, put on board of that Vessel, whieh then lay in the Douro ;

and that having endeavoured to regain his liberty‘ by force, he Was wounded

and overpowered, and conveyed to the hospital of the Oporto jail, where he still
165. ,

I am informed that the man was delivered over by the Civil Governor of

Oporto on the 29th of December last, not as a criminaI (no proof having

appeared that he had committed the robbery with whichhe was charged), to the

Brazilian Viee-Consul here, by whom he Was kept in the jail of the Relagfio,
V and at whose-request the eseort put him on board of the “ Iris,” that he might

be given to the persons in Rio de Janeiro who claim him’ as their property.
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1m: Howard in the Earl of Clarendon.—-——(Received March 15.)

My Lord, ’ Lisbon, March 8, 1856.

MR. JERNINGHAM, Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'aires' at Rio de Janeiro,

having informed me of the recent capture, by aBravzilian cruizer, of the American

schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” with a cargo of slaves on board, as well as ot'a

previoue‘landing of slaves in BraziLI called the attention of Viscount d’Athoguia,

at an interview which I had With him on the 6th instant, to these facts, as

proving the determination of the slave—traders to renew the Brazilian Traffic,

and I urged his Excellency to transmit fresh instructions to the Portuguese

authorities on the coast of Africa to take effective measures for frustrating their

plans, and preventing the sailing of slave-trading expeditions. \ , I

I also pressed the expediency of a strict watch being kept by the police over

the proceedings of the slave—traders Who had been expelled from Brazil and were

now residing at Lisbon.
His Excellency replied that there was 110 necessity for sending any new

orders such as I had solicited, as the Portuguese authorities at Angola were,

already provided with the requisite instructions, and were besides very zealous

in their endeavours to suppress the Traffic; the coast was, however; a very

extended one, and was consequently difficult to watch, particularly With the

small number of vessels employed on it. He added, that he had sent a new

cruizer to Angola only the other day; and he remarked, at the same time,

upon the reduction which had taken place in Her Majesty’s squadron in those

waters. . ' ‘

With regard to the second request I have preferred, he said there was no

evidence that the persons to whom I‘ had alluded were now engaged in the

SlaVe Trade, that they had invested a good deal of capital in Portuguese

securities, and that the Government had very slender means at their disposal for

police purposes.
' t ‘

. I have, 8m. ’ , ‘

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

‘ N0. 257.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sri, 7 7 ' Foreign Oflice, March 19, 1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th instantfi‘ stating that" the

negro slave José who escaped from the Brazilian brig “ Iris ” at Oporto in

August 1855, was, on the 23rd ultimo, put ,on. board a vessel in order to be

sent home to his master, and that José having endeavoured to regain his liberty

he was wounded and taken back to prison. ' V

_ I have to acquaint you that I approve of the representations which you

have made to Viscount d’Athoguia upon this matter, and of your having under-

taken to request the intervention of the Brazilian Minister at Lisbon, in order

that the Portuguese Government may be enabled ,to' purchase the freedom of

José.
,

I have, at the same time, to instruct ydu to say to Viscount d’Athog'uia

that Her Majesty’s Government are glad to learn that he has expressed his con—

currence in the Bill which-you state that Viscount Sit hasintroduced into

the Chamber oflPeerS' fer the repeal of the law 'under whieh the Brazilian

Minister Was empowered to claim the surrender of the negro in question. . '

@"Iham, &e., - ' g

(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

 

"" No. 255.

CLASS B?
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N0. 258.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Hozmwl.

Sir, Foreign 0172M, March 19,1856.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th i11stant,* and i haye to

acquaint you that I approve of your having informed Viscount d’Athogula of: _

the attempts which have been made to renew the Slave Trade in Bram], ehd pt

your having urged his Excellency to imprese upon the Portuguese authorities in
Angola and elsewhere, the necessity of exerting fresh vigilance f0]? theprevention
of slave-trading expeditions.

I am, 3:6.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. No. 259.

Mi. Hmvrml to the Earl of Clrzre'n(imt—(‘Re'mired March 25.)

My LOrd, Lisbon, March 14, 1856.
THE Brazilian Minister at this Couyt, Senhor Maciel Monteiro, called

_ upon me on the 9th instant, and stated, that in the execution of the general
instructions which he had received from hisGovernment to cooperate with his .
English colleague on Slave Trade matters, a‘pd with which he had great pleasure
in complying, he had come to communicate to me some despatches Which had
reached him by theilastflmail from his Govermment. v _

He accordingly read to me two despatqhes' from the Brazilian Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Se'nhor Paranhos, dated the 9th ultimo. _

The first despatch acquaints Senhor Monteiro with the measures which
were taken by the Brazilian Government, on the requisition of Her.Majesty’s
Charge d’Afi'aires at Rio de Janeiro, in respect to a notorious individual, of the
name of Antonio Sevel'ino de Avellar, a, Portuguese, suspected of having been
connected With the landing of slaves which took place ‘ at Serinhaem, near
Pernambuco, last autumn; these measures consisting in his arrest and prose-
cution, and the order for his eventual expulsion from the Empire.

Senhor Monteiro stated that hitherto no complaint or inquiry had been
addressed to him by the Portuguese Government on the subject of Avellar, but
he should now be in a position to reply to any questions that might be put to
him. i

I acquainted him that I had myself spoken some. time ago to Viscount
d’Athoguia on‘the subject, and that after hearing my statement, his Excellency
had observed, that if Avellar was a slave-trader, the Brazilian Government were
at liberty. to do what they liked With him. -

The second despatch announces the clandestine departure, from Rio de
Janeiro, on board the patacho “ Maria,” fbr Loanda, by way of Mossamedes
and Benguella, of Francisco José da Rosa, whe is likewise suspected of being
engaged in the Slave Trade, and whose present voyage is believed to be connected
With it, and directs Senhor Monteiro tot come to at confidential understanding
with the Portuguese Goverm'nent, in order that his proceedings in those Portu- “
,guese possessions may be watched ;' and likewise to instruct the Brazilian
Consular Agents in Portugal to be on the lqok-out, in. case he should Visit any
port of the kingdom, ‘ V .

Senhor Monteiro told me that he had been induced more particularly to
communicate, this despatch to me, because there was no 'Braziliali Consul at
present at Loanda; Senhor Noguerra de Gama, Who had recently received that
appointment in the room of Senhor Niteroy, not having yet proceeded to his,
post; and because he thought it might be desirable that Her: Majesty’s Agents
at Loanda. should be. made acquainted With its contents, mid ”instructed to keep

' a watch over‘Frz'mcisco da'Rosa. '
I did not fail, to thank Senhori Monteiro fer his obliging communication, ‘

and to repeat the assurances I had already given him, in answer to the analogous

3‘ No'.“256. ’
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declarations I had previously received :ti'om him of the gratification it would ’

always afford me to cooperate with him, as I had been in the habit of doing

with his Government, whilst I was at Rio de Janeiro, towards the suppression

of the Slave Trade ; and I told him that as I had no opportunity at present of

corresponding directly with Her Majesty’s (301mnissidners at Loanda, I would

transmit to your Lordship the iufmrmation he had imparted to the relative to

Da Rosa. ,

Senhor Monteiro informed me yesterday that he had complied with the

instructions of his Government as above stated, and that Viscount d’Athoguia

had undertaken to send the desired instructions concerning Da Rosa to the

Portuguese authorities on the West Coast Of Africa. ,

V lhave, 8w. ' y .

(Signed) HENRY 14'. HOWARD.

 

N0. 260.

MhHo-wtml to the Eai'l of Clarendon.———(Rewlved March 25.) .

(Extract) , , rLisbon, March 14,1856.

,1 TOOK the opportunity of the interview which I had on the9th instant

with myBrazilian colleague, Senhor Monteiro, referred to in my preceding despatch

of this date, to speak to him on the subject of the negro called Jose’ Maria, who

escaped from the Brazilian schooner “ Iris,” at 'Oporto, last year, and'to relate

to him what passed between Viscount d’Athoguia and myself regarding it on the -

6th instant, as reported in my despatch of the 8th instant. " '

Senhor Monteiro stated, on his part, that when the occurrence in‘question '

took place, he had reluctantly been obliged, in consequence of the application.

which had been made to' him, to claim the extradition'of the negro; in virtue of

the unrepealed Decree, of which the Portuguese Government were not in. the

first instance cognizant, providing for the delivery to their oWners of fugitive '

slaves entered upon the registers of Brazilian vessels entering Portuguese ports;

that in consequence, however, of the wish which Viscount d’Athoghia had

expressed to purchase Jose’ Maria’s liberty, he had written at the time to the y "

Brazilian Vice—Consul at Oporto to endeavour to efi’ect that object, but the

f" Iris” had sailed in the meantime, and the mastei-‘s attorney had not sufliciejnt

powers to enable him to sell the slave; that he had, theretbre,'reeommended the

affair to his own Government in order thattheyymight communicate with his

owner in Brazil, and had likewise, with a view to obviate the recurrence of

similar cases, urged his Government to take measures for preventing the

embarkation of slaves on board vessels bound for this country—a request with:

which his Government had complied by giving the necessary Oljders to the

competent authorities in Brazil; and that since the scene which 'had recently _

taken place at Oporto when José Maria was embarked by force on boarda

Brazilian vessel in order to be conveyed to Brazil, and to Which I had refeiTed, "

he had written to the Brazilian Viee-Consul at that port, and had takenit upon

his own responsibility to say that, come what might, the slave shouldibe set-free

and not be exported to Brazil, and that the sum of money which was being,

collected at Oporto, according to the last accounts, by private individuals in ‘

order to buy his freedom, should be accepted in order to compensate the

owner. a , . ‘ . .

Senhor Monteiro added, that if that sum should fall short of what would

be a reasonable indemnity, he would avail . himself of the renewed. offer which

Viscount d’Athoguia had authorized me to'-make him, to purchase the liberty of

the slave, and should apply to his Excellency for the deficiency, by which means

matters would be facilitated. '

Senhor Monteiro informed me yesterday, that since my interview with him "

0n the 9th instant, Viseount d’Athoguia had called upon him to acquaint him

that the Portuguese Government were desirous that the purchase should be theh-

act, and to request that the preference in regard to it might be given to them over

the private individuals who had opened a subscription with aview of effecting it,

and that he had accordingly written again to the Brazilian Vice-Consul at
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Oporto, directing him to arrange the matter with the Civi’i Governor of that
city, who had been instructed by the Portuguese Government to conclude the
purchase. ,

I afterwards saw Viscount d’Athoguia, who gave me a Similar account of
the transaction.

 

No. 261.

The Earl of Clarendon to M: waard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 26, 1856.
I, TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a report"

addressed by Commander Nolloth, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Frolic,” t0 Com-
modore Trotter, the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the
Cape of Good Hope Station, on the cessation. of trans—Atlantic Slave Trade in the
Mozambique Channel, and on other subjects connected with that Traffic.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 262.,

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, .March 29, 1856.

I TRANSMIT, herewith, a copy of a despatcht which I have received from
Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, complaining of the 'conduct of
the masters of two Portuguese vessels, named the “ General Rego ” and the
“Emilia,” towards several liberated Africansg whom they had engaged to convey
from Bahia to Lagos. v

It is to be presumed that the men whose deplorable fate is briefly related in
the inclosed despatch, must have toiled through several years of hard slavery
inBrazil before they earned their liberation and obtained sufficient means to
purchase an outfit and to pay their passage hack to Africa ; and it is a peculiarly
heartrending circumstance that on reaching the coast of their native country, .
after so many hardships, 40 of them were forced on shore Within the power of a
merciless tyrant who put them to death, anti that 15 others were plundered by
the master of the vessel, and exposed to the imminent risk of being again sold
as slaves. _

I have directed Mr. Jerninghamto lilah'e a representation to the Brazilian
Government upon this affair, and although it may be doubtful whether the two
Portuguese shipmasters who have been guilty of these acts of inhumanity can be
made amenable to the laws of their country, yet :I have to instruct you to
communicate to Viscount d’Athoguia the contents of Consul Campbell’s
despatch, and to say that I feel confident that the Portuguese Government Will

v readily take any steps in this matter whichmay serve to stigmatize such heartless
conduct with the reprobation which it deserves. ‘

I am, 8w.
. (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 263.

The Earl of Clarendon in M71“. Howard.

Sir, Foo’eign Oflice, March 31, 1856.

.I HAVE received your despatch of the 14th instant; stating that Senhor
Maclel Monteiro, the Brazilian Minister at Lisbon, had communicated to you,
‘by dlrectlon of his GOVernment, information respecting the order given by

* Class A, No. 107. 1- No. 29. 1' No. 259.
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that Government for the expulsion from Brazil of the Portuguese slave-dealer

Antonio Severino de Avellar, and also respecting the clandestine departure from

Rio de Janeiro to Loanda of Francisco José da Rosa.

. I have to inform you that I have directed Mr. Jemingham to thank the

Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afi'airs for having instructed Senhor Monteiro to

make the above communication to you, and that I will transmit to Her Majesty’s

Commissioners at Loanda, by the first opportunity which may occur, Senhor

Monteiro’s information with regard to Francisco José da Rosa. -

' You will express to ‘Senhor Monteiro the acknowledgments of Her

Majesty’s Government for his communication. ‘ ‘

- I am, &c. ‘ '

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 264.

The Earl of Clm'endon‘ to Mr. Howard.

Sir, , Foreign Ofiice, March 31, 1856.

WITH reference to your ‘despatch of the 14th instant,* I have to instruct

you to express to Viscount d’Athoguia the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s

Government has learnt the decision which has been come to by the Government

, of His Most Faithful Majesty to purchase the freedom of Jos‘é Maria, the fugitive

slave who escaped from the Brazilian schooner “ Iris” at Oporto.
I am, 820.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

‘1‘ No. 2670.,
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No. 265.

Consul Miller to the Earl of Clm'cmtonr—(Rcceived April 13.)

My Lor,d St. Vincent, Cape 'Vcrds. 111111071 “39,1855
I HAVE the 110110111 t0 aiequaintvou1 Lo1dship that He1 Majesty’s steamu

xessel 0t wa1 “ Scoulge,” Commodow Adame, alrived at this p01t 011 the.35th
instant, and t]111t,im111ediatelv up0n1eplenishing his stock 01 coals flom the
Royal Mail Stea111-P'10ket Company"3 depét at this place, p1ocecded to Bissiio,
at which place it seems that the slave-t1aders, (‘ncouiaged by the absence of
c1uise1s from the northern pent of this statiqn 0f the West Coast of Afiica, 1110
actively 1e--f01111i11g theil plans for futme opeiations f01 thei1 Traffic111 Slaves.

Commodme Adams 1equested me to state to 1.70111 Lordship that he intended.
to place a emisei peunanently 011 this pait 0f the coast, in 01"de1 at once to
check there this growing evil.

I have, &c.
(Signed) THOMAS MILLER.

 

N0. 266'.

Consul Afiller t0 the Earl of Clarendonr—(Receited 111113] 14.)

My Lord, St. Vincent, Cape Vercls, April ‘23, 1855.

I BEG to transmit to you1 Lmdshipaaeopy of 11 lettei which I add1essed
to the Administiador do Conselho of this is1a11d,rega1ding an application made
21L this Consulate f01 advice by some p001 peopie belongino to this place, as to
what shOuld be done to obtain infomiation iespectiug theUfate 01 a woman named
Antonia Theieza da Giaga, an inhabitant of this island, who had entered,i11
Auvust last, into service in the family of an E11glishma11,the chief engineel 0n
boaid the Brazilian steam-vesse] “ Tocantines,” of whoin 110 intelligence had
been 1eceived until a few days since, when it was stated that she had been sold
into slavery, togethei with he1 child.

I have been assuied by the Administiadm do Couselho that eveiy exeltion
will be made to obtain the desired information.

Ihave, &c.
(Signed) THOMAS MILLER.

 

Inclosure in N01 266.

Consul Miller to Sén/wr Correia.

, Sir, St. Vincent,- Cape Verds, April 10, 1855.

IN the absence of his Excellency the Gove111o1-Gene1al of this Piovince,
I have the honou1 to address myself to you, Sir,1n cider to communicate the
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tenour of' some inquiries made at this Consulate, involving matters which appear

to require an investigation by the proper authorities. . , ' :

On the 12th of August last, a Brazilian merchant steam-vessel called the

“ Tocantines',” Captain H. Borges, touched at this port, bound to Rio 'de Janeiro,

and took away a young mulatto free woman, named Antonio Thereza da Grace,

together with her child, natives of this island; she having voluntarily engaged

herself, on consideration of reeeiving a monthly stipend of eight milreis, to enter

into the service of the chief engineer, an Englishman, whose wife required her

services as Wet-nurse, and under thepromise that, when she desired to return to

this her country, a free passage should be afforded to her.

A few days since, two of her relatives applied to me, inquiring What steps

they ought to take in order to relieve the great anxiety they felt, as they had

received a message from her, complaining that she and her child had both been

sold into slavery. v

The bearer is one of these relatives, whom I have assured that you Will do

what is necessary in this case.
I have, &c.

(Signed) THOMAS MILLER.

 

No. 267.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul lilillm‘.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, October 26, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 23rdApril last, respecting the

alleged. sale into slavery, at Rio de Janeiro, of a free mulatto woman, named

Antonia Thereza da Graea, belonging to the Island of St. Vincent, I transmit

to you, for your information; the accompanying copy of a despatclf“ from

Nil" .Ierningham, &c., reporting the result of the inquiries which he had been

instructed to make into the fate. of the person in question.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 268.

The Earl qf Clarendon to Consul Miller.

Sir, Foreign Ofl‘ice, November 20, 1855.

WITH reference to previous corre3pondence respecting the case of the

mulatto woman, Antonia Thereza (1a Graea, of the Island of St; Vincent, I

transmit to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a deSpa‘teh‘i‘ fi'om Her

Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'aires at Rio de :Ianeiro, by which you will perceive that

the woman in question has not been reduced to slavery, but is living, of her

own free Will, with a family near Rio.

x» I am, &' c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 269.

Consul Miller to the Earl of Clqrendon.——(Received February 13’.)

My Lord, ' ‘ St. Vincent, Cape Verds, January 3, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatches of the 26th October and the 20th November, containing full infor-

mation relative to the ease of Antonia Thereza da Graea, the mulatto woman

belonging to this place, most satisfactorily proving that. the allegation that she

and her child had been reduced to slavery, is entirely without foundation.

In order at once to allay the mischievous impressions which this false

* No.105. 1- N0. 111.
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charge had generally created, I have made the refutation of it as public as
possible; and I have read over to the relatives of Antonia Thereza. da Graea a
tmnslation of the documents sent to me by your Lordship from Her Majesty’s
Chargé d’Afi'aires at Rio de Janeiro. I also laid them before his Excellency the
Govern‘or-General of this province, who expressed his acknowledgments ‘very
warmly for the zealous interest evinced by Her Majesty’s Government in
eliciting the truth in this matter. -
V I have, 8m. -

(Signed) THOMAS MILLER.
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. No. 270.

Mr. Hudson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 29.)

My Lord,
Turin, March 24, 1855.

WITH reference to" your Lordship’s despatch of the 15th instant} upon

the case of the slaver “ Sansone,” I have the honour to request that your

Lordship Will bepleased to inform me whether thecitation of the master and

owners ofthat vessel, as against Captain Layton, her captor, and Lieutenant Glynn,

the prize officer, was ever served upon either of those officers, as the primary.

step in the action for damages now pending before the tribunal at Genoa against

the captor. , ‘ , _

l have had the honour to call the attention of the Sardinian Ministervfor

Foreign Afi’airs to this case ; and, in obedience to your Lordship’s orders, I-have

placed in his Excellency’s hands the copy of Sir Ralph Abercromby’s despatch

of the 24th of December, 1845. ’ ' ' _ .y ' ' ‘

' ' ' I have, 8w. ' ,

(Signed) - ' JAMES - HUDSON.

 

. No. 271. .

The Earl of Clarendon to- Mr. Hudson.

Sir, . . Foreign Ofice,’April 25, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 24th ultimo, inquiring whether

Captain Layton or Lieutenant Glynn had ever been served with citations

from the master and owners of the Sardinian v’esse “ Sansone,” in connection

with the action pending in the Admiralty Court at Genoa againstgthe captors of

that vessel, I transmit, to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter V

and of its inclosures from the Admiralty, by Which it appears‘that neither of

those officers have been served With any legal suranns on the part of the

master and owners of the“ Sansone,” since the acquittal of that ,vessel was

decreed by the Admiralty Court at Genoa. '

‘ ‘ a t , I am, &c.

(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

Ihelosure 1 in No. 271. ,

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Wodehouse. ,‘ ‘ , I

My Lord,
Admiralty, April 17, 1855.

IN reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo,- 1'equesting information es.to

Whether the citation of the master and owners of the “ Sansone,” the Sardlman

barque, detained ofi' Quitta on the 14th April, 1845, by Commander Layton

and Lieutenant Glynn, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Cygnet,” tvas ever served ,upoh

either of those officers as a preliminary step in the actlon for damages now

' « ‘* Class B, presented 1855, No. 375.

CLASS B.
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pending in the Court of Admiralty at Genoa against these captors, I am
commanded by my Louis C0111111issi01101's 0f the Admiralty to tiansmit to you
the inclosed pape1s for the 11010511 oi the Earl 0t Clalendon, from which it is to
be 0athered that neither officer has 1cceived any citation 110111 the master or
owners after her release from capture as a. slaver, and her restoration to her
owners under certain circumstances. 1

I am, 810.
(Signed) . W. A. B. HAMILTON.

 

Inclosurile in NoT 271.

Captain Layton to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, 86, Castle Hill, Reading, April 13, 1855.

I HAVE the 110110111 to acknowledge the receipt of 570111 letter of the 3rd
instant (received 011 the 10th), 1elative t0 the detention of' the Sardinian barque
“ Sansone,” and to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, that I never 1cceived any Citcition from the master or owners
of that vessel after he1 1elease, and it does not appear, by a letter I have just
1eceived from Lieutenant, 110w C01nmandel,E,A.Glynn (the prize officer) that
he received:any

' As fan as I can 1eme111ber at this distant period of ten yea1s, the sentence
of the Court was, that this vessel “as convicted as a s1ave1, but under certaih
circumstances 1estored t0 the owners, as well as the cargo, that they were to
stand all losses, or rather that 110 remuneration. should be granted to them, and
that the owners weie cast in all expenses. I beg to inelose Commander Glynn’s
letter to me, as well as a copy of one he wrote to the Honourable Ralph
Aberel'omby, the then BIitish Minister at Genoa, after the “ Sansone” was
released, showing 110v1 unjustlythat officer (as the prize master) was treated by
the Court during its p1oeeedinqs

I have, &01
, (Signed) HENRY LAYTON.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 271.

Lieutenant Glynn to the Hon. R. Abercromby.

Sil,‘ ' ' Genoa, December 9,1845

IBEG t0 acquaint you on sending the proceedings of the “ Sansone,” 'I
find many questions placed by me for the information of the Court have not
been entered, also, in another pait, questions put to me have been so expréSsed
as to give an entil'ely different meaning to that intended.

’lhe questiens I placed 1110 as folloms:——~. .
Was it necessary for the “ Sansone ” to have five bulk—heads; it' so, why

was the after one, down to the keel, cut through to allow the cargo to be stowed‘
the whole way aft, the pieces of plank remaining loose1n the held.'1‘

The possibility of laying a deck between the Second and third after bulk-
heads for women.9

Is it likely 01' customary to boil piteh'111 cppper vessels.?
Two small boilers being amply sufficient for foi'ty-two people during the

voyage from the Island of Ascension to this port, what might be suflieient tor
their own crew of sixteen.? 1

Do you not think the coppeis andia1gbe boilers being besmeared with pitch
was to blindany visit.7 '

Is it p10bab.e for a vessel to have four piteh boileis ?
The Court having come to the decision to libeiate the “ Sansone,” I must

beg to remark, I havenneve1 once been'111 the presence of the members of the
Court, though I frequently expressed my desire to be present 011 difi'erent
occasions.

The Captain. of the “ Sansone,” in his evidence on oath, asserts that there
was not one sack of faiinha on board altogether, and'111 thatofthe mate’s there
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were ten 01' eleven, which is in direct opposition to the statement of the

master. , . ‘

The Advocate Fiscal, says, pleading as an excuse for the boilers, that so

many were for the use of ship, and the seventh (01~ sixth, leaving out the piteh-pot)

was actually indispensable for the use of the kitchen, thereby allowing them for

that purpose,'when never more than two had been used.' I must also remark

that he states other vessels were visited, and no ”difference was obeerved. I

happened to be present at the visit, and I positively assert not one vessel was

fitted in any way like the,“ Sansone,” which I pointed out at the time in the

presence of the interpreter. ‘ , - >

The letters I have never seen, and the only information I can give is, in the

examination of the master he is questioned as to the sale of a brig he com-

manded on the coast of Africa 011' a former occasion, Which he acknowledged to

have'sold ; also about a letter in which his name is mentioned to receive some

meney, a debt to the writer, from a slave merchant at Lagos, and if not able to

get the money to take two slaves in lieu.

Two other letters are Spoken of ; but not being able to get any person who

can translate them, 'the contents are'unknowu. 7

. , I have, 810. , -

(Signed) EDMD. A.‘ GLYNN,

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 271.-

Commander Glynn t0 Cccptain‘Layton. ‘V

Sir, _ ' 11,, Victoria Place, Stoke, April 11, 1855.’

IN reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, wherein you mention that my

Lord‘s Commissioners of the Admiralty have directed you to state Whether the

citation of the master ant} Owners of the “Sansone,” Sard-inian barque, detained

off Quitta on the 14th of April, 184-5, by Her Mzfiesty’s ship “ Cygnet ” Whilst

'uuderyour command, was‘ever Served upon either of us, I beg to sey,'to the

best of my recollection; that I never received any such document. I remember,

a few days after our arrival at Genoa, receiving some paper (in Italian), wherein

both your and my name Were mentioned, citing- us to be prepared to answer for

the detention, of the abo‘ae-named vessel, 01' something to that effect. , v-My

impression is, it related to the trial then pending, as, till that was over, no claim

for damages could he made. On the result of the trial being communicated to

Sir Ralph Ahei‘cromhy (Our then Minister at the COui‘t of Turin), he gave me

my permission to depart; since Which I have never received any correspondence.

I have, &c. .

. (Signed) - V EDMD A. GLYNN.

 

No. 272.

Mr. Eq‘skine'to the Earllof Clcwezidon.——,—(Reteiee_clk July 5.).

, (Extract) L i ‘ Turin, June 30, 1855.

’ -' WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 15th of March last?“

and to Sir'James Hudson’s of the 24th of the same 1‘n0uth,’|‘ relative to the case

, of the ”Sansone,” I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship, herewith,

Iii translation. of the judgment delivered by the Admiralty Court at 'Genoa on

the_3l_st of July, 1850, referred to in M. d’A'zeglio’s {note to your Lordship of

the 1.4th of February last. " g , , . i - ~

In the opinion ofthe legal adviser of this Legation, the olefin for damages

brought forward by the master and owners of the “ Sansone 7’ against Captain

Layton is not admiSsible. , v i . v - - » V V

' By Article VII of- the Supplementary Convention of the 22nd of ,March,

1833, quoted in your Lordship’s despatch of the 15th 'Mamh last, it is stipulated

thatho compensation. shal’l‘he granted in {my case-ni‘uMillieli,,eer.t-ain prohibited

articles enumerated in Article VI of that Convention are found‘ On bolero; a

detained vessel. 3 -- t ' w - ‘

[‘4' Class 13, presented 1855, No. 375/. . _ 1' No.’270.
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But it has been judicially preved before the Admiralty Court at Genoa
that some of those prohibited Articles were found on board the “ .Sansone,” viz.,
seven boilers (three of which were of copper and four of Iron), a pair of liandcufl‘s,
and an iron for branding slaves.

These three coppers, therefore (01' even .two .of them), and the. handcuffs,
would, under Article VII of the Convention, Jhstlt'y the. detention of the
“ Sansone,” and preclude the award of damages against Captaln Layton.

In the judgment of the 3151; of July, 1850, 1t 1e assumed that the mere
presence of the handcuffs on board would not be sufliCIent, unless the captor was
aware 'of that fact. But this assertion would appear to be contrary to the letter
and to the spirit of the Convention. ‘

' Article VII does not contemplate the knowledge on the part of the captain
that such articles are in existence, but simply the fact of their material presence
on board. If the captor, on visiting a suspeeted vessel, were to discover any of
the particulars specified in Article VI, he might, without risk of an action for
damages, detain that vessel and send her for adjudication to the country to which
she belonged. 011 her arrival in port, papers might be found containing legal
proof that she was really on a slaving voyage when captured. Surely those papers
ought to ensure her condemnation, even if their existence were unknown to the
ca tor. ' ‘ '
p But what was the real character of the “ Sansone ?” From the examination

of the master, Aquarone, it appears that she sailed from Genoa with orders to
touch at Bahia, and place herself at the disposal of one Joseph Carena. By this
Carena, Aquarone was directed to proceed to Onim, on the coast of Africa, and
obey the orders of Joseph Sale, the correspondent of Carena.

Carena’s letter to Sale in reference to the subsequent employment of the
“ Sansone,” is so conclusive as to her real eharacter, that I beg to call your
Lordship’s particular attention to the subj oined translation of that letter ; and I
may addrthat this is only one of a series of letters of the same purport which
were found on board the “ Sansone ” at Genoa, and which form part of the
evidence in this case.

In spite of that evidence, Captain Layton has been condemned to indemnify
the master and owners of the “ Sansone ” for all damages sustained by them in
consequence of the detention of that vessel.

The total amount of those damages has not yet. been assessed, but the sum
claimed is about 600,000 francs (24,0001.),»in addition to the heavy legal costs
incurred by both sides in a series of actions extending over nine or ten years.

 

Inclosure 1 in Not 272.

Judgment in Actionfor Damages against the Captors of the “ Sansone.”

(Translationz)

IN the case of the merchant Settimio Noli, and Captain John Baptist
Aquarone, the former, shipowner and part pnoprietor of the cargo, the latter,
Commander of the Sardinian Ibarque “ Sansone,” represented by the Advocate
Genecco ; against Henry Layton, Commander ofthe English war-sloop “ Cygne _,”
cruising on the coast of Africa (absent from the kingdom), represented by his
advocate Signor Rupallo; and Lieutenant Glynn of the British navy, residing
at Genoa, contumacious ; and Mr. Joseph M. Nicolay, Brazilian Consul, solicitor
for the Brazilian passengers on ,board the blfig “Sansone,” represented by the
Advocate Fontana. V '

Seeing that, by a decree of November 12, 1845, pronounced by that magis-
trate, the capture of the. “ Sansone” by Commander Layton, of the “ Cygnet,”
on Apri114, 1845, was declared illegal, and that there were no grounds for further
criminal proceedings against Captain Baptist Aquarone. and against E.C. Ferreira,
reserving to them, however, and to any one else interested in it, the right to
tlaketadvantage of any claims they may have in pursuance with existing public
rea ies. . ‘ '

Seeing that, in accordance with this decree and with the judgment pre-
nounced, the shipowner, S. Noli, Captain J. B. Aquarone, and others, brought a
counter-action against Lieutenant Layton and Lieutenant Edmund Glynn, the
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first as having seized the ship, the second as having been charged by Layton to
conduct her to this port, in that their right to an indemnity for the hnjustifiable
capture of the ship may be declared; and for the abuses and vexations inflicted
on them by the English who effected the capture, the only question which would
be submitted to the magistrate would be, whether, taking into > censideration all
the circumstances which had come to light. in the criminal process, or might do
so afterwards in the civil process, the captors had justifiable'cause for effecting
the seizure, for, if such were the case, the captured would not have any right to
claim indemnity, according to Articles VI, VII, and VIII of 'the Supplementary
Convention of March 22, 1833, or that of November 30, 183l . , .

Seeing that, since the above~mentioned decree of - acquittal, nothing new in
support of the capture has come to light, it necessarily follows that the afi'air
must be settled by-reference to the criminal process. .

Seeing that, by an impartial examination of the results of that process, any
one may easily convince himself that, at the timeof the capture, there wasnot '
on board any one of those articles which, according to Article VI above men-
tioned, justify the supposition that a ship is destined for Slave Traflic ;’ that, in
fact, it was ofiicially acknowledged, and certified in the reports of visiting the ship
in presence of said Glynn, that the “Sansone” had its .hatches fashioned like
those of all other ships, 2'. 8., closed, and not withgratings in wood or in iron;
that her compartments, both above atirl below dealt, were fitted after the manner
,of our merehant-vessels ; that it hr. .1 a bulk-head forward, divided in two parts,
one for the cordage and sails, &c., the other for seamen’s berths ;; another bulk-
head in the stern, near the Captain’s cabin, used as a dispensary; that no planks

_ in reserve, suflicient or applicable for forming compartments, were found, or for
making a double-deck, or a moveable one, or one for slaves ‘; only sufficient
water for the crew during the voyage, no more ample receptacles for it than the
wants of the crew and passengers required, nor rice, flour,'0r manioca other
than necessary for the same purpose. a . , . -

’ Seeing that, if, in the examination made of the “Sansone” made in this
port was found a rusty pair of handcuffs (“pollice ” in a closed box marked
with the letter “ Z,” directed by onevaacinth de Souza to one Joseph Maltese,
and in another closed box, marked with the letters “ 1G,” directed by one Velazo di
Bahia to one' G. G. Gomez, was found an iron brand for slaves, ityis yet evident
that these things cannot be considered as the chains, collars, &c., mentioned in
Article VI, which, if found on board a merchant-ship, entail thevgsupposition of
Shiva Traffic 7; and this Article, combined with the succeeding one (Article VII),
requires that, in order to cause that supposition, such objects must belong to the
captain, or be in his possession, or he must, at least, know of their being
there. - ' , ' ' z '

Now it is certain that none of the ,above-mentioned' conditions were
fulfilled ; hence the magistrate did not takethem into consideration, or consider
the articles above mentioned as proofsagainst the captainof the “Sansone.”
Since no condemnation could be founded upon them, still less could they be'
considered to justify the capture, as one must bear in mind that they could not, ,
and did not, influence the capture, as the captors were unaware of their existence-
until the examination of the vessel in this pOrt. ‘ , »

Seeing that if, at the time of the capture of the “Sansone,” as indicated
by Commander Layton in his letter of April 14,1845, to the Governor of Genoa,
three boilers were found on board ; and afterwards, at the timed the examina-
tion at this port, four other vessels were discovered; two were called boilers, and
the other two, of metal, were ‘full of pitch; yet these vessels cannot be taken
into consideration in deciding the -questio‘n,»f0r, in truth?’ if Article VI of the
above-mentioned Treaty mentions two or three boilers on. heard a merchant-
vessel as indicating Slave Traffic; it ,refers'obviously, both literally and m splrlt,
to such as are used for cooking; those that are not used for that purpose, havmg
no reference to the object of theyTreaty, could, not' be referred to (as they were

not) by the Contracting Parties. , ’ . ' _ .
Now if it be true that there‘w'er'e .seven boilers on heard, 11: ls‘hkemse true

that only two, of the measure of only twenty-seven “a_molemrbetwfi‘en them,
were adapted to culinary purposes, and thus hardly suffiment, as was Judged by
all experienced people, and as evidently appears, to the wants ofthe crew; and

’5 "‘Amola,” a Genoese measure, equal to about eig'ht-ninths of a quart.
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that only two were destined for cooking, the judicial deposition of Lieutenant
Glynn proves, which admits that two of the boflers t'ound were used on board,
and one was covered and partly filled With pitch, on which account the two boilers
cannot be considered as illegal according to Article VI, and 1f, accordlng to it,
not even one boiler may. be considered as evidence of the TrilfilC,_ it adds, “ if
they be obviously larger than the nun'ihet‘ of persons on board requn'es.’_’

Seeing that the remaining five boners or vessels cannot be consmlered as
evidence, one being quite useless, as was shown . by‘quahfied examiners, and
the remaining four destined to boil resin, pitch, tar, and to contain'tallow, as
appeared at first sight; which four boilers, as results from the deposmons of the
examiners, are necessary, and are usually kept on board every merchant—ship.

That Captain R. Ijagoraro, and Captain B. Mazzino, who succeeded him,
declared that in their time the “Sansone? had these seven vessels of metal;
that then, also, four of them were destined to various services on board the
vessel, and only two for cooking, the third being useless from age. .

Seeing that there could be no doubt as to the identity ot the said vessels,
after the oflicial recognition made of them‘by Captains Lagoraro and Mazzino,
therefore no one could doubt the truth of the assertions of Captain Aquarone, of
the second Olsini, and'others of the crew,that the ship had only two boilers,
and that they were only adapted to the wants of the ship. .

Seeing that it could not with reason he said that the other boflers could, it'
necessary, he used for cooking, it being . proved by experience that it would be
impossible, because, to do so, it would be necessary to increase the fire, which
\would crack the vessels. That, in fact, one of these same boilers, precisely that
With tar, the biggest of all, was, after the capture of the vessel, cleaned with
iron and fire by Lieutenant Glynn, as he had to state himself before the
Tribunal; and notwithstanding this cleaning, they could not succeed inmaking
any other use of it; and when the criminal precess came on, it was recognised
by the experienced Captains Buzzolini and 30110 that it was evidently intended
for pitch. , ‘

‘ Seeing, also, that to all this another qircumstanee must be added, that the
Treaty provides for the finding “oftwo or more boilers in copper” (probably
more, in use for the food. of slaves), while the boilers found on board the
“ Sansone,” as shown by the judicial investigation, were all of iron except one,
that one the damaged one, and quite covered with rust, having the colour of
verdigris; which shows that the captain of the cruiser did not speak the truth
when, in the page mentioned above, he states that, .on visiting the ship, he
found three coppers on board, by which he certainly meant to say boilers in
co er. a a _
PP If these boilers were insufficient as a proof of guiltbefore the Tribunals,

they ought also to be insufficient to excuse the arrest of the “ Sansone ;” in the
first place, because the captors, experienced in all sea matters, knew that every
mercantile vessel, as shown in the trial, has a number of boilers for heating
pitch, resin, &e. ; secondly, because the boilers in question were evidently
intended for that purpose, since the inside was all covered with that materiaL

Seeingthat, considering the state of the things, one can safely affirm that
the three boilers found on board by Layton did not come under the terms of
Article VI, and could not reasonably excite Layton's suspicions ; that, on that
account, he was not placed within those limits which, according to the Treaty,
would justify the supposition that he acted in good. faithin effecting the capture
of the “ Sansone.” _

Seeing that, from all this, it appears that nothing was found on board the
“ Sansone” of the articles mentioned in Article VI : had'any such been found,
that fact alone, according to the terms of Article VII, would at once have
excluded any action for indemnity, even supposing the -“ Sansone” acquitted.
Under these circumstances, it remains to examine if, independently of these
articles, any other proof was found which might excuse the capture.

Seeing that one cannot consider a sufficient excuse for the arrest, the certi-
ficate inserted in the documents, and countersigned by the so-called merchants
Thompsonvand Ize, Whodeclared thatva canoe having come near the “ Sansone” in
the waters of Quitta, two boxes ot'slave-irons were disembarked into her; since
these declarations, insufficient in then‘xselves, and refuted by the documents, could
not be considered as affording sufficient grounds of suspicion, when one reflects
that they Were made two days after the capture of the “ Sansone,” on Which
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account it would he ridiculous to ascribe the arrest to them, they having been
made after the capture, and not before it. Neithereould the lanterns found on
board, 01' the arms, be considered suspicious; the lamps, as was proved, being
useless, and even dangerous ; the aifmsveii-ly the usual quantity on board vessels
going long voyages—only two cannon and ten muskets, besides the armament

_ made at Genoa. - v , h _ V , . '

. Seeing that the letters found on beardwere of such asort that they could not
condemn the captain, they could not either give any cause for, s'uSpicion. In some
ofthese letters received by the captain, and sealed with permission of the post of
Bahia, although they speak of Slave Traffic, andveven give a commission of that '
nature, still the magistrate did not take them into account, on the ground that
the captain and» shipowner had nothing to do_ with them, and that they could no
more be responsible for them than a courier for the documents he carries. In
the whole course of the proceedings, it was never shown that the captain had,
or could have had, any " knowledge of their contents ; neither COUldv they
have excited the suspicious of the captors, who were quite ignorant of their-
eontents. _ _ , ~ V . _‘ '

Seeing’that iffi‘om this analysis it appears that the captors had‘ 110 just
grounds for the capture, the trial, on theother hand, brings to='light facts which
ought to have persuaded the captors that the “ Sansone” really was not fitted
out for Slave Traffic. v ‘ ' , . . , .

In truth, it appearsfrom the trial, that at the first signal of the. “ Cygnet”:
she hove-to, to be visited; that neither the Captainnor-crewr made any resistance
to prevent the Visit, nor any disturbance, or refusal to leave their, vessel. All this
ought to have convinced the captors that the 2“-Sansonc” was'net intended for
Slave Trade, nor could she he meant for that, having none of the appliances on

. board necessary for that calling. . . ' x V l _ , - . , - ,
Seeing also that reasonable grounds for suspicion on thevvpart of the captor

are excluded, from his not having immediately, at the time of the arrest, drawn
up either an inventory, in duplicate, of all the papers found ”on board," or a ‘
procés-verbal, likewise in duplicate, containing a description of all- the circumr
stances which led to the capture of theship, 'as explicitly directed by Article II
of the Instructions annexed to the Treaty of 22nd March; 1833: as the two
documents presented to Lieutenant Glynn (when the ship was handed over to his
charge), and signed only by Commander Layton, cannot be considered as sueh ;
both because they are informal, and called .by Commander Layton himself simple
declarations, and because they were not made at the time of ‘ the Visit, and at
once, as the Instructions require, and which was the more necessary as said
ship was not taken direct to Genoa, as. required by the Treaty, but to the Island .
0f Ascension, where the captors took on board divers articleshandvprovisions. '

Seeing that not only was the visit .not made in the‘manner. prescribed 'by
Treaty, but it is also certain that the captors rendered themselves liable to the

charge of robbing the crew, passengers, andfirgo. , a A V , ‘ l ,
Seeing that such robbery appeared from thegunauimous depositions of the

crew and passengers, which might be suspicious, they. Would be proved by two
incontestable Circumstances ;‘ the first, that in thexexamination made on board
at Genoa, divers boxes, broken and half-broken, were found ; theseeond, that

Layton, in consequence of the complaint :of the crew ,,_and passengers, and

admitting the injury inflicted on’ them, gavethem a letteréof change of 277.

sterling, with directions to hand it over to Captain Aquarone, 0111 histarrival at

Genoa, in order that it might be distributed among the; sufferers This, however,

was neverdone. , ,y - _-1 . l , 1 , _ '

Seeing that, taking into consideration all this, the plea thatfiin the reasOning

of the decree of the magistrate, November I2, 1845, the captain and others, are

excluded from bringing an action for damages, for illegal captilre; , ~An.d mdeed,

although one reads there‘that the number of the: boilers nnght at first have

given reasonable grounds «forsuspicion, that still it is clear that, if these expres—

sions be taken in" connection With those tliztt.follow,vtit will, appear;_that»_-t_he1

magistrate's reason for not admitting the claim for indemnity, up to that tune,

was, that by :the process the captors were not prevjentedlfrom .brmgmg forward,

iniprOsecution 0f judgment, theproof Viof.th.e facts whleh might haye exeased

their having made-the illegal capture. 7 Besxdes,‘ 1t wguld be:a contrahctron that

a decree should, in its disposition, have. reserved the “exerczse of a rightwhose

existence: was recognised, as excluded in the treasonmg. At all events, 1t 15.?
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canon of jurisprudence that a sentence shall be interpreted on the strength of
it's disposing clauses, and not on that of the declaratory clauses by Whlch those
disposing clauses are preceded. 7

Seeing that Article VIII of the above-mentioned Convention of March 23,
1833, clearly shows that the Contracting Parties did not intend to make the captain
of the cruiser and the officers who captured the vessel, or were put on board her,
responsible for damages done. The above principle being admitted, it remains
to inquire whether, retaining the words “ seiia suivant les circonstances passible”
in said Article, the whole expenses for indemnity ought to fall on Commander
Layton, or in part on Lieutenant Glynn alsq. .

Seeing that the damages complained of by Captain. Aquarone and his
partners in the suit took place, as proved in the documents, before the
“ Sansone”. left the Island of Ascension, and all of which might have been pre-
vented by Layton} who gave all the orders, and under whose direction they were
carried out the legal consequence is that he alone, and not Lieutenant Glynn,
is responsible for the damages. ‘

Seeing that said Edmund Glynn, althpugh cited personally, according to
law, rendered, himself guilty of contumacy, by appointing a new solicitor, instead
of the Advocate Ponte, his solicitor, deceased during the trial, and who had in
his name legalised the judgment. . '

On these grounds, the Council of Mercantile Marine sitting at Genoa,
having heard the documents read, and the conclusions drawn from them of the
Advocate-General and the parties in public audience by their solicitors, has
decided that Lieutenant Glynn ought to he absolved, as it does absolve him,
from the demands of the prosecutors, condemning him to the penalty entailed
by his contumacy ; and has declared, as it dees declare, that Commander Layton
is condemned to indemnify the prosecutors and their partners in the action for
the damages entailed by the illegal capture of the “ Sansone,” in that sum
which shall be liquidated in prosecution of the judgment. Expenses to be paid
by Henry Layton. ‘ ’

Genoa, July 31, 1850. ,
(Signed) D’ARCOLIERES, President, Rear-Admi-ral.

SOLDATI, Repartcr, Auditor of ,er and Marine.
BREA, Secretary.

 

 

Inclosure‘2 in No; 272.

Abstract of a Letter from Joseph Carma to Joseph Salt}, of Onim, on the
Coast of Africa, dated March 3, 1845. V

HE begins by acknowledging the receipt of 35 slaves instead of 45, which
Sala had shipped by the “Maria,” owing to damage she had sustained from
foul weather. _ V Has giVen the necessary orders to prevent the cruizers from
capturing the polacca, but that he fears she will return empty.

He then goes 011 as follows :—
“ I have already informed you that I am about to load the Sardinian barq‘ue

‘ Sansone,’ Captain John Aquarone, but before doing so I applied to our
common friends, Messrs. Gantois and Palhet, to have. the goodness to induce
you to take charge of the unloading of that vessel. Those ‘friends having
consented to this, I take the liberty of recommending the vessel to your protec-
tion, both in regard to its unloading, ballast, and everything else it may require.

I had determined to direct the ‘ Sansonc’ to touch at Minas, for three
canoes and one gang (‘ per fare tre canoe e una compagnia’). Messrs. Gantois
and Palhet inform me that they have already sent to ship some for two vessels,
and that on the arrival of the ‘ Sansone,’ as you will not have many vessels to
unload, you will have canoes enough. Your activity makes it unnecessary that
I should add any further recommendation as to unloading the vessel with all
possible celerity; and although it is sheathed With Copper it is not sufficiently
deep (‘ alto’), and were it to remain a long time laden it could not fail to suffer,
‘on account of the ‘lbajanos,’ [sic] of which there are many on the whole coaSt,
and especially at Onim. . .' . I do not know how (‘ in che modo’) [qy. how
long] the cruizer will remain in your port, but at all events nothing will be lost,
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end as I have hitherto observed that the vessels which were deemed least adapted
to certain trades were most fo1flt111111te, I do not hesitate to place the vessel at
your disposal, in 0215e a favourable opportunity should offer. I propose to you
the 51'.me for the sum of 8,000 pieces, in Which I am interested for one-f'ourih
part.C'11ptain Aquerone has the necessary instructions. He15 the same wh0
sold the polacea ‘Rustico’. to M1'.I\Iartins, and who being deeply inte1estedm
not compromising his flag, did his 112st to give effect to the operation, and in
this case I 11111 satisfied that he will do the same.”

 

No. 273.

Sir J. 'Hudson to the Em‘l- of ‘Clarendon:—(Rec'cived September 19.)

(Extract) I V ' ' I Turin, September 15, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to 1ep01't that the evidence in the ease of the
shiver “Sansone,” as given before the Admiralty Couit of Genoa,_l1as been
submitted to two advocates in this city, Who have (111111111 up 1111 opiiiien upon
it, from which1t1appears that the sentence of that Court must he consideied
as null and 0t no effect, because it is in such direct opposition to the iaets
adduced of the slave-tl'1d1110' chmactei' of the “ Sansone,” as to warrant its beiug
consideied'111 1131 of justice and equitv,1111d 11s a violation not 011117 of the stipu—
lations of the Preaty of 1833., for the suppression of Slave Trade hetwe611 G1e111;
Britain and Smdinia, but also of the law of this countrx, as far as teat 111w
is sought to be enfowed111 the case of the action f01 damages which sprung out
of thc;3acquittal of the “ Sansone.’

In order to comprehend the full scope of this judgment of' the Admiralty
Court of Genoa, this sentence need only be divided under thiee distinct and
separate heads, which show—

First. Its violation of the ttipiiiations of the 11e1ty 01' 1833, as being in
opposition to the facts adduced 011 the trial.

Seco11dly.Its nullity, as amatter of civil 111'oeed111e,beee1use the Council
or tribunal of the Admiralty Court of Genoa 111-1d 110 jur-isdietien to awaid
d111nages,after its first judgment, by Which it acquitted Aquaroue, the master
of the “ Sansone,” of the ehzuge of slave-tiading.

’Ihirdly. Its nullity, 011 the giound oi the absenee oi the presciubed and
usual process of citation,as applied to Captain Layton as defendant111 the action
for damages brought against him by the master and Owner of the “ 81171311110.”

Theagrounds for this conclusion, together with the 1100935111y extracts from
the evidence taken on the trial before the A..d111i1'11]ty Couit of Genoa, will be
found111 the opinion of the advocates111 question, a, tlansletiou ofwhich opinion
I have the heliour to annex to this despateh.
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Opinion 1'11 the case of the “ Sansone.”

(Translation)

OPINION on the substance and 101111 of the sentence of the Genoese Admiralty
Court,‘ of Julv 31, 1850,1vhieh condemned (301111111111111'1 llenm Lax;ton,
(commanding a cruizei), in damages and costs to Captain G B. A1111.“one,
‘and the ownei Settimio Noli.

1 In substance this sentenceis opposed both to 111W an'd reaty, whether
viewed by the arguments and facts it contains, 01'fioman examination of the
documents111 the process.

2. Firstly, it must be noted that the al(rumente of the Admiialty Court
CLASS B. ‘
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start from this implied assumption,'namely, the invalidity of the captures, and.
the liability of the captor to costs and damages in cases where the Judge is of
opinion that the appearances which caused the capture are shown, hy‘contrary
evidence, to have been insufficient motives for the vessel’s condemnation; and

V. this because such appearances ought, in that case, to be ignored.
3. Such an assumption is erroneous. The Conventlon of March 22, 1833,

between England and France, supplementary to the Treaty of November 1831,
distinguishes between the appearances from which, as of right, a vessel may be
inferred to be a slayer, and the motives whieh form reasonable ground of sus-
picion and detention. . ‘ ' .

4. Between them the difference is very great. Susplclon, to bring home
the crime to the accused, must be supported by very conclusive evidence ; but
the appearances which the law has fixed as presumptive evidence, are themselves
suflicient and indisputable proofs where the accused cannot show, by other
means, that such legal presumption does not hold good in his case.

5. The existence of each kind of appearance depends on a material issue,
namely, that of the fact asserted by the cruiz‘er ; and on a moral issue, namely,
that of the probative value of the facts thus judicially discussed. The magistrate
can estimate this value, arguing from the results of the trial generally, and
applying to each fact the criticism allowed by law.. But this estitnate, even if
it totally repudiates the validity of the fact, recognizes the material Issue and
cannot afl‘ect its existence. Now the existence of the fact alone legalizes the
ca ture. , .
P 6. Article VII of the Convention of 1833 declares clearly that no indemnity

of any sort Whatever can be ever awarded to a ship provided with any ,one of
the objects Specified in Article VI, not even when the ship has been released by
the magistrate. In this Article there is an. obvious distinction between the
justification of the capture, and the adequaey of the proof to condemn the
vessel—between the material fact and its value in law.

7. But the sentence under notice begins by asserting that there did not
exist on the “ Sansone” “ at the time of her capture any one of those objects
which, by the terms of the quoted Article VI? create, as of right, the presump-
tion that a vessel is a slaver.”

But how is this proved?
8. The sentence states, 3.9., that the cruizer found on board the “ Sansone”

seven boilers, but at the same time says their existence must be ignored, because
experience and evidence prove that of these only two were for cooking, and the
rest for miscellaneous purposes. This means that there were actually on board
five superfluous boilers—three of copper and two of another metal: but that
the legal presumptionof guilt which they afford is nullified by the proof of their
exceptional object. But even were this the case, as regards, the judicial and
penal results of the proof against the “ Sansqne,” still nothing can be plainer
than the transparency of the logic of the Court, when, from this disculpatory
proof, it argues the non—existence of the fact.

9. The Court’s argument may be summed up in these positions :—
“ It is true that seven boilers, of which five of copper, were found on

board. It is true that two would have sufficed for the crew. It is true that
these seven boilers afford legal presumption in favour of detention. But as
I, the Court, am convinced that of the seven boilers five were for the miscel-
laneous service of the vessel, and that the captors ought to have seen the matter
in my light, it follows that hence the existence of 'the seven boilers is to be
ignored.” .

10. If it be said that the Court does not deny the fact, but only limits its
value in proof, and denies not its absolute existence, but its force as evidence,
we reply that the error of the Court consists practically in the confounding
and mixing up together two things; for the Judge, in declaring his Conviction Of
the insufficiency of one of the appearances specified in Article VI, argues, as a
consequence, the obligation of the cruizer to form a similar opinion, and ignore
the very fact which constitutes the legal presumption. We cannot understand how
it is possible for any case whatever to meet the hypothesis of Article VII, that is
to say, that the Judge may, under certain circumstances, acquit the captured
vessel, but never condemn the captor in damages. r

11. Article VIII of the Convention of 1833 provides for another case, that

\
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in which the captor of a vessel detained without adequate glounds of saspicion
may be condemned in damages. The same Article cleanly shows how the
grdunds of Suspicion differ from the facts which by Article VI constitute legal
presumption. But the JudgeIS bennd to declare the existence of such grounds
at the moment of capture, independently of their value at the time of trial: he
may not inquire if, from the facts developed by the tria1,,’adequate suspicion of
guilt attaches to the accused, but whether at the date of visit the captor found
appea1ances calculated to excite in his mind the suspicion that the vessel was
engaged'1n the prohibited Traffic.

12. The sentence goes on to admit that1n case of absolute absence of the
appearances specified in Article VI of the Intelnationa‘l Convention of 1833,
there remains to inquire “ if the trial has furnished any other evidence that
might have justified the captors.” Here is a fresh confusiOn between the
Cou1t’5 opinion and the existence of the motives of suspicion on the part of the
cruizer.

' 13. In these last would naturally be included the discovery on boaid, in
two boxes, of a pair ofiron handcuffs, and a slave branding?-.1ron Not so the
sentence, which, passingin review the particulars contemplated by Article VIofthe
Convention, notes that in reality these objects are neither thebolts nor handcuffs
named in the Article. We ask, however, if their existence did not warrant the
suspicion of the vessel’s employment1n the Slave Trade. The Judges, h0wever,
do not omit to assert that Captain Aquarone has been proved to have been not
cognizant of the existence of those objects. But if the captain be thus absolved
of the fact, that does not remove the grounds which caused reasonable suspicion
to the captor, who neither oughtnor could examine into Aquarone’s cognizance
of the fact.

We shall revert presently to this important particulal, which the Admiialty
Court touches on so lightly.

14. To proceed, meanwhile, With our investigation. Captain Layton, to
prove the reasonableness of his suspicions, produced the declaration of two
merchants, who said they had seen shipped into a canoe from the “ Sansone”
two casks of slave-irons, near Quitta, in agreement with which the crew and;
so-called passengers attest the approach of a canoe to the vessel, explanations
obviously self-contradictory being offered by different individuals But the
Admiralty Court thinking to destloy, root and branch, the suspicion arising
fiom this fact, impugns the legality of the act of attestation, as if forsooth it
were possible for judicial acts drawn up at different points on the coast of Africa
to meet the stipulations of the forms required by the Sardinian law, and the
Court furthe1 rebuts such declaration as insufficient to justify the cruizer’s
suspicion on the ground that it was made two days after the capture, thus
confOunding the date of the fact’ssoccurience, and Captain Layton’5 knowledge
thereof, with the date of the attestation ofthe tw0 eye-witnesses.

15. The sentence proceeds to discuss the long couespondence seized on
boa1d of the “ Sansone,”' and observes, “that although mention was made of the
Slave Trade, and commissions of that description given, yet the magistrate had
to take no account of this'1n his judgment (given penally), because the matte1
was foreign to the captain and owne1.’ We shall presently see how far this last
assertionIS correct,but any h0w we cannot understand how a great number ofletters
about slaves entrusted to a captain for 1emittanc‘e, could fail to cause suspicion,
and especially when the case includes all those other grounds of suspicion
described by the sentence itself.

16. Moreover, by placing parallel to the results of the trial the facts kept
out of sight by the Court, it is easy to argue thence how widely the judgment
given leans fiom the truth, and from the collected proofs.

17. The sentence,1n fact, assumes the non-existence onboard the “ Sansone”
of any one of the appearances contemplated by Article VI.

, 18. But the cruizer, on the other hand, proved three—that of the boilers
abOve-mentioned, which the Couit at one time restricts and denies; also two
others—viz., a superfluous provision of water-casks,and the existence of a number
of planks suitable for the construction of bulkheads, or of a flying bridge (1'. e., a
slave deck).

19. The Comt decides that the supply of water did not exceed the quantity
requisite, reference being made to certain special considerations, on which, however,
the same value had not been set by the cruizer; and as to the slave deck (m'd;
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page .356 of the trial, copied on unstamped paper), the competentautherity called
to give his opinion admits that it could have been well made upon the " Sansone,”

hut Comments, after his fashion, on the use of this deck and that of certain

(rhomboid) holes plugged with pieces of planks, destined, according to Lieutenant

Glynn; for air—holes for slaves placed in the deck partition, but, according to the,

authority, intended for loading grain. This comment, thOugh a benevolent

explanation of the facts mentioned, does not suffice to destroy them, and thus the

Court could not deny their existence. ‘

20. Speaking of the handcufi’s and “ marker,W as also of the contents of

the letters, the Court considered that their existence was not only unknown to

Aquarone, hut Was not even suspected 'by Cpmmander Layton. So that neither

could the former be accused on the ground (pf these appearances, nor could the ,

latter build on them a justification of his suspicion and capture. . V

21. This twofold assertion is contradicted by the trial. As to the letters, it

must be noted that there is a paragraph in .the address of Captain Aquarone‘,

and the owner Noli, t0 the Court,- September 4, 1845 (of which we shall speak
presently), wherein they complain of Laytqn’s violation of the secresy of the
letters, by breakingthe seals, and invoke the sanction of the civil power—as if the

civilpower had agreed to respect the secret (pf a most atrocious and leng'corre- ,

spondence respecting the- most infamous of crueities. '
22'. Anyhow, this Captainquuarone'asserts Layton to have had cognizance

Ofthe letters. Now in the number were two which spoke of the handcuffs and

slave-marker sent out by the “ Sansone,” so that their material discovery was not '

wanted in order to build on them the suspicipn of the “ szsone’s” employment

in those abominable proceedings. There are further, hundreds of other letters,

commissioning the purchase of slaves of both sexes, which Speak of sales of
this human ware, some which allude cleai'iy enough to the dispatch of slaves

by the vessel that carries the letter, and many others which talk‘with revolting

indifi'erence of the death of shoals of these miserable creatures, and Speak of'

them as having been maltreatedg“ and oven thrown into the sea, from fear of

search or capture, thus treating them with much less consideration than would
be given to cotton or hay. ,

j 23. Then as to captain Aquarone’s cognizance of the ultimate destination
of his ship, which was sent to Ouim by ‘ a certain Carena, and as to the
knowledge of this which Captain Layton mey‘have obtained, there is a proof
of irrefragable value which the Court has entireiy Omitted to remember, '

'24. Aquarone, in. one of his cxeminatiens, declares that Noli sent him to
Bahia, with orders .to present himself to Signor Joseph Carena, by whom his
ultimate instructions would be given. He ‘ adds that Cerena sent- the vessel
thence'to Onim, and entrusted to him, thecaptain, letters for a certain Sale, and
a certain Gil, both of Onim, who were to assist him with their labour, and
furnish .him with money for the landing of his cargo. (Trial, p. 277, and sec. 9.)

, 25. Now this 8th is one of the most active and influential slave-agents,
and a large ortionofthe letters produced mi the trial. are either directed to him-
or speak Of 'im : Gil, too, as results from the correspendence itself, is connected
with the same Traffic. ‘ '

26. For these good people Captain ,‘Aquarone had three letters from
Cai'ena, who was to settle the destination of the “ Sansone.” The most impor-
tant of these letters of his freighter isamongst those set apart under No. 158.
We read in it that Cai'ena is greatly afraid of‘cruizers, and fears that a polacca,
on which '8th was to send him I know not how many blacks, called by him
“'fai'di,” would come empty. It further contains the receipt of 35 “ fardif’ 219},
blacks, arrived by the “ Maria,” a ship which, from several dozens of other letters,
is known to he slaver._ He goes on to speak of the “ Sansone’s ” dispatch to
Salt, expressing himself thus : “ I do not know how the cruiser'will continue in
your pelt; but as in; our case nothing is lost (perhaps, slaves cannot be
embarked when the cruiser is in port), and as I have remarked hitherto that
vessels though iil-adapted for a certain business (as was the “ Sansone ”) are the

> , most fortunate, I do not hesitate to place the vessel at your disposition. " "
- * * Captain Aquarone has the requisite instructions. It was

he who sold the polaccafi‘ Rus'tica ’ to Signor Martini, and who, always keeping

* Branding—iron forrslavesh , V ,
1‘ In the original the word is “ avariati." which is a commercial term as applied to goodswhich

are damaged on a mynge.——:J. H. -
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clearly in view the necessity of not compromising the flag, did not fail .to 06m ‘

tribute to the success of the operation, and I am sure he will act thus on the

presentoceasion.“ Aftersuch a damning document the Court can, if it please,

. declare Aquarone innocent; but not affirm that -so important a. letter was

insuffieient to excite the suspicion of- the cruiser Layton, and that the latter

violated the Treaties by the capture of a vessel put 'atthe disposition of a slave-

dealer by another slave—dealer, and commahded by a man said to be clever at

this infamous Traffic, and. furnished with instructions given verbally 'by the

freighter, furnished too with a vessel likely to elude the vigilance of the cruiser

on account of being peculiarly adapted, from its build, for Slave Traffic. Carena‘.

feared the cruiser, and the Council judges that the cruiser had no grounds for

Suspecting the cause of his fear, namely, that the ship sent by him to Onim was

employed in Slave Trafl‘ic.

IL.

27. The sentence of the Admiralty is wrong, not only as regards its -

merits, but also in its form, and we are certain that the Sardinian tribunals them—

selves can support justice, and render it null and void. As regards the Treaty,

the sentence is null and void, becatuse pronounced by the Admiralty When it was

no longer competent to decide and'settle damages and interest, using a jurisdic—

tion which did not belong to it, and a mode of proceeding which beltmged to other

tribunals. To show this, it is necessary to define. in what capacity the

Admiralty acts in cases concerning Slave Trade,‘and what part the cruiser plays

in a. judgment such as’the" one before us. ' The Patents of 13th January, [827,

hear in front words which indicate their destination, saying, ‘5 His Majesty com;

mantis to observe the Penal Law for the Mercantile Marine.” In this Penal Law

under the chapter of Navigation‘Police, Article 104, “ Captains and masters of v

vessels under Our flag are forbidden to let themselves for the transport of slaves

of any s‘ort ; “the infraction of said Decree to be punished fromfive to fifteen years of

gal‘teys, and by a fine not greater than 24,000 francs.” So when the COurt of

Admiralty judged of the 'fact of which Aquarone was accused, it erected. itself

into a judge of a crime, and so exercised a jurisdiction entirely criminal.

28. In fact the Patents of27th May, 18-47, Which constitute the C'ouneil of

the Admiralty, in the 7th Article, declares it Competent: to decide, among- other

things, about piracy, desertion, insubordination at seagand, infractions towards

the marine police, under. which category comes Slave Trade. The COunci-l,

therefore, acted as a criminal ttibtma], and as it administered penal laws, so _

ought it to have folloWed the criminal mode of proceedings. 1/ '

29. Now‘let us see what office suunnoned the cruiser beforesucha tribunal.

Slave Trafl‘ic, declaredforty years since to merit reprobation, in the name of the

principles of humanity and universal morality, Was declared a punishable crime,

by almost all civilized nations. On that account several of them, adhering to:

the Treaty of 1’831between France and England, and t0 the subsequent Cone

vention‘ of 22nd March, 1833, resolved to send men of war into the suspected

waters to visit and ?apture vessels suspected of carrying [011' .that- immoral and

reprohated 'I‘raffic,- . : t : ' z ,

30. In order, however, to respect as much as possible the 7 territorial

independence of each State, and make in harmony with this new short of jurisdic-

'tion, a. penal pt‘oceeding common to many States, and. SO to Speak humane, it

was decreed : . . _ v 7 . . :

(I .) That the cruisers of each nation should be furnished with (1iplomas from

each of the Contracting Governments. . , _ ‘ ' ' , '.

(2.) That each captured ship should be judged by the tribunals of the country

it belongs to, and according to the laws enforced in that country ; which is as much

as to say that the cruizer captures a suspected vessel in the name of the Govern-

ments to which both capturer and capturedhelong. But as officer of one of these

Governments, by his own act, he binds himself to be answerable for damages

done by the capture, in'eases provided for by Treaty. . v ' , V 2

(Lastly) Any agent furnished with diplomas from all the allied Governments,’

by whom the Slave Trade is attacked as a public crime, has‘a right to'assist in -

person,and to be represented in the'penal proceedings (Article IV, Convention,

22nd March, 1833), it being the public interest, and the law of nations, that such

a ei‘ime be punished; v , ' '
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31. So, when the cruizer, or his representative, is a party in the cause,
afi‘ords explanations, furnishes proofs, prosecutes the accused, and, in the case
of acquittal, either from want of evidence or motives of: snspmon, he is held
responsible for damages, different qualities are embodied 1n him ; he is a sort of
international accuser, who, in the name of all. the Contracting States, denounces
the guilty man to justice, and is, at the same time, responsible for_ his accusation,
as representative of that particular Government whose efficer he is, and in whose
name in particular he effected the capture. He is primarily mterested 1n the
cbndemnation of the accused, 'which secures to him that part of the confiscated
ship and cargo which belongs to his Government, to be divided among the staff
and the crew of the cruizer. So that he is, or rather his Government is in his
person, a responsible agent, with the right to force on, by his acts and protesta-
tions, the acts of the Public Administration Qf the State to which the judicial
tribunal belongs; he is, in fact, a real civil patty, sui generis. These ideas being
premised, it is easy to establish the utility of the dispositions of the Treaties
relative to the mode of proceeding, or the competence of the tribunal which is
called upon to judge, in the cases of which we treat.

32. There can be no doubt that Article VIII of the Convention of March
1833, providing for the case of the cruizer being condemned to pay the damages
and interests, adds that this condemnation may be pronounced by the tribunal
before which the process against the ship shall take place. But this concession
must not be interpreted as a command—“ may be,” but, When possible, it
“ought” to be decided by the laws of the country. In other terms, the Treaty,
distinguishing the penal action against the captured from the civil action which
it may bring against the cruizer, wishes that, for simplicity of proceeding, the two
actions may come under the same judge. This would be contrary to law, which
forbids positively the penal judge from being concerned in any manner in the
question of damages and interests against the prosecutor; but, conceding the
faeulty in a fixed manner, it does not in any way modify those laws which regulate
the manner and the conditions of its exercise. So, adhering to the spirit of the
Treaty, and departing for one moment from the laws 0f the country concerning
this matter, we believe that this faculty at judging concerning damages is ,
conceded to the penal tribunal, on the condition that it exercises it contempo-
raneously With the penal judgment against the ship arrested. _ The words, “ may
be pronounced by the tribunal before which the action against the arrested ship has
been brought,” suppose the action to be pending and the ship seized, and neither
absolved or liberated ; that is in the case in which, by one sentence, they judge
the innocence of the accused and the payment of damages. Still, whatever may
be the interpretation of the words of the Treaty, in those countries in which the
penal laws are different from ours, it is certain that with us the faculty of
deciding about the question of damages is conceded to the tribunal that judges
the crime, but subject to certain rules that regulate its exercise, and from which
the Treaty certainly does not derogate ; the more so that one reads in the
Criminal Code of 1847, of a later date than-‘the Treaty itself (1833), and than
the adhesion of the Piedmontese Government (1834) : Article VII of the Treaty
of 30th November, 1831, directs that captured ships be judged according to the
laws of their own country; it is natural, therefore, that, according to these same
laws, the faculty of obtaining from the same tribunal the judgment fer damages
and costs against the capturer, ought to be applied for the benefit of the other
side (“ secundum naturam est commode cuj usque rei eum seqni quem sequatur

, incommoda.”)
33. Now Article 499 of our Criminal Code declares that, “ in case of abso-

lution, or of a declaration'that there is no ground for a prosecution (precisely the
case of Captain Aquarone), the judges Will condemn, where proper, the Civil
party to pay damages, &c., to the accused, reserving to itself, besides, any powers
it may have the right to exercise before the competent tribunals.

“By virtue of said Article (so states the Commentary of the Code of Civil
Law, by Signors 'Pisannelli, Maneca, and Seraloza) the accused can at once
demand from the Penal Judge his acquittal, and at the same time demand repa-
ration for the losses inflicted on him by the capturer; or, being acquitted by the
Penal Judgeihe may proceed to claim damages before the Civil Magistrate.

“ Between. the competency of the Criminal and Civil Judges in this action
there is this difference, that the first can only decide upon it at the time he gives
his verdict in the criminal cause, and only in so far as it is proposed against the
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Civil party; so that, if the accused appealed to the Penal Judge after he had

adjudged the penal cause, he, the Judge, would have no power to examine such

claims. ,Even for that action the competence of said Judge is dependent on its

being connected with the penal trial; and reStrieted to the parties concerned

in it.” ' ‘

These words show that not only do our laws require that the Penal Judge

should exercise the power of deciding upon damages in favour of the defendant

at the same time that he absolves him or quashes the proéeedings against him,

but also establishes, as a general principle of law, that he can only do so in the

interest of' the parties under judgment. And, in truth, the change of parties

suffices to change the judgment; but the Judge can decide upon damages in as

far as they concern the parties before him. To admit, in the later action for

damages, persons not concerned in the penal action, is the same as to proceed to

an entirely new judgment as regards materials and persons, and to do it as a

Civil Judge, that is, without jurisdiction, and, in consequence, useless.

34. The Council of the Admiralty, by a Decree of October 25, 1845, after

a long criminal process, absolved the crew and passengers of the “Sansone,”

except a certain Ferreii'a and the captain of the “ Sansone ;” but later, i. 3., on

November 12, by another similar Decree, it provided for Ferreira and the captain

Aquarone. To the second Decree it annexed the following clause :—

“ The right, to the above-mentioned G. B. Aquarone, and to any other

interested party, of enforcing any claims Which, in prosecution of this judgment,

and in accordance with the terms of the Treaty, they may possess.”

Following, therefore, one of the two hypotheses of Article 499, criminal

proceeding above mentioned, the Council did not avail itself of its’ faculty;

did not decide upon the question of damages, but reserVed to those interested

the exercise of any rights which they- might have. The criminal tribunal,,there'-

fore, according to the rules of the Penal Code, became, from that moment,

incompetent to pronounce on the case that followed. , ‘ '

35. And this incompetence is- mostpositive for him who Wishes to confront

the parties to the civil process with those who took part in the judgment

which the same Court of Admiralty calls, and which is, a Civil judgment. In

the first were Lieutenant Glynn, Aquarone, the crew, and the passengers ; but

in the second, Settimio Noli takes part, who was never in the cause; agd

Aquarone, without others, andyLayton, who was not in the first judgment, and

Glynn, were the chief parties summoned. Layton is the only one condemned,

i. e., the one newly summoned in a cause quite distinct from the penal one, on. a

separate citation, and in the ordinary forms of the civil proceedings.

36. Thus, then, the,Council ofthe Admiralty, in adjudgin‘g damages! and

costs by a Decree posteribr to that by which it exhausted its legal jurisdiction

towards persons different from those concerned in the preceding judgment, and

also in a judgment entirely civil, and introduced by civil eitation, acted ‘in a

matter beyond its competence, and gave a Decree which in our opinion it had

no right to do. > V y - . 7 , , 7

37. It will be said, perhaps, that the Council itself called the second

judgment a sequel to the first. The civil judgment for the payment of damages

cannot be considered a sequel to the penal judgment already finished, eSpec1ally

as‘it was not between the same parties; The liquidation maybe considered a

sequel to the judgment which decreed the right to a claim for damages; but we

declare the criminaI'Judge incompetentto declare this, light, of a nature purely

civil, by a Decree later than that by which he put an end to the penaltnal, and

to declare it at a new summons, and, what is more, between other parties

than those concerned in the penal cause. , . .

' 38. He might easily have declared this right at the proBer tl-me 1n

pronouncing on the accusation, and' he might have done Ithy ylrtueof» the

Treaty, and the laws of the country; but these very laws, 1n regulatlng’ the

exercise of its powers, imposed the two conditions" ab0ve mentioned, that It

should pronounce judgment upon the same parties as those concerned in the

criminal action, at the same time as he decided the crimmal case.

III.

, 39. Setting aside now for a While the question of invalidity from incom-

petency,“ we declare our opinion that the civil judgment for the payment of
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damages procured by a new citation, is null for another reason, viz., that
Mr. Layton was not summoned to appear otherwise than by the form of proceed-
ing, then in force in the Duchy of Genoa, prescribed for the summons of him
who had never inhabited the kingdom; which form of proceeding we consider
inapplicable to the present case. Indeed, when the Admiralty passed sentence
in the penal action, it settled nothing about the damages, but took cognizance
later of a civil action to that efl'ect; it had the double right (supposing it 10 be
competent) of examining the quality of the party called to judgment, and of ‘
deciding if, in citing the party, the proper legal forms required by his condition
had been gone through. ‘ '

40. Had that been done, the Council would have perceived that the
Commander Layton would have appeared at the penal trial as representative 0!
his Government, and that on that account he ought also to have been sum.
moned in the civil cause for the same reason; 01' 1‘ather,it would have perceived
that, according to the spirit of the Treaty, damages can he decreed against that
foreign cruizer who legally represents his own Government in the penal case in
which he takes part, and that on that account, when in this judgment nothing
was settled about the losses, and a new trial was set on foot for that purpose in
the Civil Courts, no decree was emitted as "to the damages, and as a new trial
for that purpose was moved in the Civil Coui‘ts, the action ought to be brought
against the responsible Government, in the person of its agent, the cruizer.

41. So, for example, ifany functionary, take whom you will, of any Depart-
ment of the English Administration, in the exercise of his functions, should in
the name of his Government do anything fer which the Government was in a
manner responsible, and by virtue of a Treaty held liable for damages by the
tribunals of the country to which the individual considering himself injured
belongs, there can be no doubt that this functionary, as part of the Govern-
ment, would have to be summoned through a diplomatic channel. _

_ 4‘2. It is true that Article 9 of Tit. 21 of Regulations for the Proceedings
in the Duchy of Genoa, permitted that those who had never lived in the
kingdom might be summoned by a citation npade at the door of the tribunal ;
but it is true also that this 'Article was made bad use of, thanks to the wording,
in the person of the Director of the Customdmnse in London, for an act of his
Ministry, that is, in his quality of officer of ‘5‘ 1e English Government. For the
Article, in speaking of those who had never inhabited this State, could only
intend to refer to those persons who might have inhabited it, that is, to the
individual and not to the Government Agents, who in this respect are persons
acting in the name of their Governments. So also the Commander Layton,
being the English Commander commissioned to capture these ships suspected of
Slave Traffic, is neither more nor less a Government officer than the chief of
the Cnstom-house in London, so that he also ought to have been summoned
through a diplomatic chamiel. .

43. The counter—proof of this one themfy is furnished by the hypothesis,
that if, pending the penal judgment, or after, but before the summons, or in the
course of the trial for damages, Layton had died, Captain Aquarone and
partners would not have addressed themselves to his heirs to obtain this
pretended right of theirs. They would have summoned the English Consul.
and continued the action against him; and if information 01' explanations had
been required, and which might have been obtained from the registers 0r crew
of the cruizer, the Judge would‘ha‘ve demanded them from the Consul. So also
the summons to Layton ought to have been addreSsed to the Consul, that he
might cause this Commander of the cruizer of the British Government to appear,
or appear himself.

44. The parties had already acknowledged these principles, while the penal
judgment was pending. In truth, by their appeal to the magistrate on the 4th
September, 1848, they requested that the English Consul should be summoned,
as well as Mr. Edmond Glynn, to hear the‘ Commander of the crnizer, and
through him' the English Government, condemned to pay damafies. The
Council of the Admiralty, in that state of things, decreed that it wasanot a case
for giving a Decree from the Court; which does not mean that it refused to
summon the Consul in person. Why was the new citation never renewed in
the terms of the preceding one? Why, when the Consul was present, did thev
wish, instead, to summon the, absent Layton at the sound of the trumpet. The
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answer is easy. Because Aqual'one and Noli were certain that by that means

the trial would proceed without opponents.‘
45. \V0 can present the parties with the following dilemma :——Either you

meant to summon Layton as a private individual responsible for his own act,

and the English Government is not obliged to pay for him ; or you summoned

him as a cruizer, representing his Government, in which case you did not

observe the required legal forms. - .

If our reasoning is right, it follows that the cause, terminated by the

condemnation of Layton, was not legally contested, and the judgment was never

legalized; so that it must be considered as having never taken place. The

conduct also of the advocate nominated for Layton should be examined, whose

acts might be impugned either through negligence 'or error. But that we are.

not now called upon to examine, nor have we the necessary documents to form

a judgment upon it. ' ’

IV.

Now we ask ourselves, how we are to make these reasons prevail against a

sentence which they say is passed and adjudged. We answer that a sentence

issued against a person never brought to'trial, and by an incompetent authom'ty,

cannot be considered as valid, if our arguments are, as they seem to us to be,

founded on right; so that Layton and the English Government could always

dispute it when put into execution again them. Then, and according to cireum-

stances; they would have to determine the manner‘best suited to make available

their reasons before the tribunals of the country, from whose impartial justice

they confidently expect the repeal of erroneous and invalid proceedings. '

' Turin, August 27, 1855. , ' -

' (Signed) SEIALOZA.
CHAPINO.
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N0. 274. ‘

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarevzglon.-—(Received April 6.)

My Lord, Madrid, March 31, 1855.
WITH reference to my despatch ef the 15th of October last,*

forwarding to your Lordship copies of 'a qorrespondence whch had passed
between Sefior Pacheco and myself, relative to the importation into Cuba
of Yucatan Indians, as colonists, by virtue of the Royal Decrees of the
22nd of March, 1854, I have now the honour to inclose a translatiOn of a
note which I have received from Sefior Luturiaga, in which his Excellency
states the reasons which prevent the Spanish Government from introducing
any modifications into these Decrees.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in N0. 274.

Savior L-uzm-iaya t0 Loyd Howden.
(Translation.)

My Lord, ‘ Madrid, March 12, 1855.
UNDER date of the 12th of October last, information was given to

your Lordship by this office that it had transcribed, under the same
date, to the General Colonial Office the note which had been received from
the British Legation, relative to the Royal Decree concerning the impor-
tation into the Island of Guba of colonists proceeding from Yucatan ; and
the proper answer on this subject having now been received from the
aforesaid Colonial Office, I will now proceed to communicate to your
Lordship the reasons which are adduced in the same for considering that
the Royal Decree in question is not susceptible of any modification
whatsoever.

Your Lordship, in order to demonstrate the expediency of this
modification, which is now considered tq be inadmissible, stated that,
considering the state of unceaeing struggle between the Indians of
Yucatan and the Mexican Government, whose authorities have'repeatedly
and forcibly transported them out of their couhtry, the Indians Who might ~be transported would be reduced to a. state of real slavery, because the
aforesaid Decree offers no guarantee or protection to them against theviolence and fraud of which they might be the Victims.

The first part of the above assertion is undeniable, but, even passing
over the objection that Her Majesty’s Government cannot interfere withthe acts of the Mexican Government, respecting a portion of the natives
of the country who are in a state of open rebellion, it is, also, beyond alldoubt that the Yucatan Indians have, in the Royal Decree in question,
the means of escaping the hardships they are undergoing, since they canestablish themselves in the Island of Cuba, under the protection ofbeneficent laws, by engaging themselves as free labourers, on suchconditions as they may voluntarily stipulate With the masters.

* Class B, presented 1855, No. 410.
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Your Lordship thinks that this part of the above-mentioned Decree
might be rendered illusory, in consequence of the ignorance of the colonists,
who can, generally, neither read nor write, and who might, therefore,
easily be made the victims of criminal intrigues in the contracts of
engagement; but if your Lordship'examines the ,Royal Decree above
referred to, you Will see that this eventuality has been foreseen and
remedied. The contracts between the colonists and their masters are to

‘be drawn up in the language of the former, and they are to bear the
indispensable requisite of the authorization (“visto bueno”) of the

Spanish Consul, Which is a guarantee against’every kind of fraud, since

it cannot be supposed, nor do I think your Lorship will suppose for one

moment, that a public functionary who deserves the confidence of his

Government would authorize any reprobated acts, Which, on the other

hand, as soon as their illegitimaey had 'been demonstrated, would remain

null and void. Moreover, if; notwithstanding such precautions, the

colonist should subsequently consider himself injured 'by the contract he

had entered into With his master, the 27th Article of the aforesaid Royal

Decree affords him the means of avoiding'the consequences of his engage-

ment, since he is thereby entitled to rescind it after the expiration of

six years ; and in this circumstance your Lordship will find an argument

which destroys What your Lordship was pleased to observe in your

aforesaid note, With regard to the difficulties which might arise from the

time of duration of the contracts between the colonists and their masters

not being fixed in the Royal Decree in question. '

. If your Lordship- bears in mind that in stipulations of this kind, it

belongs to the free will of the contracting parties to determine the time,

manner, form, and price of their respective obligations, you will acknow-

ledge that the Government could not establish any limits to a right of so

sacred a nature. '

Such are the considerations on Which the General Colonial Office has

founded its opinion for not proposing to Her Majesty the modification

requested by your Lordship, and I trust that the British Government,

fully convinced of the justice of these consii'lerations, will persist no longer

in its demand contained in your aforesaid note of 6th October last.

I avail, &c.

(Signed) ‘ CLAUDO. ANTON LUZURIAGA.

 

No. 275. V

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Rcee'i'ved April 6.)‘

My Lord, ZVIadrz'd, April 1, 1855.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 9th ultimoi‘e

desiring me to call the attention of the Spanish Government to the condi-

tion and prospects of the emancipadou in the Island of Cuba, I have the

honour to incl’ose a translation of Sefior Luzuriaga’s reply to the‘ repre-

sentation which I addressed to his Excellency on this subject.
' ' I have, &c.

(Signed) HOWDEN. '

 

Inclosure in N0. 275.

Sefior Luzuriaga to Lord Howden.

My Lord, I ' Amnjuez, March 29: 1855.

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s note of' the

24th instant, relative to the situation in which the emancipated negroes in

the Island of Cuba are supposed to be, with reference to communications

from the British Consul-General at that place; and I have this day

transcribed it to the General Colonial. Office, in order that the proper

’5 Class B, presented 1855, No. 448.
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information on the points mentioned in the same may be requested from
the Captain-Geneml 0f the aforesaid Island. ' _ ‘ ‘ .

As soon as the proper answer reaches me, .I Will lo'se no tlme m
transmittin r it to 'our Lordship, and in the meantlme} avail, &c.

s y(fiigned) CLAUD‘O. ANTON LUZURIAGA.

 

No. 276.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, , Foreign Oflce, April 14, 1855.
I HAVE received your Lordship's despatch of the 23rd ultimo)“stating that Sefior Luzuriaga has informed you that the authorltles ofCuba have seized and declared to be free.2€;37 negroes, who were landed 111or near the Isle of Pines, and 263 who were found in the jurisdiction ofBahia Honda. ,
The Iast-meutioned affair was reported by Mr. Crawford in a despatchof' the 18th of August, 1854, a copy of which was transmitted to you m mydespatch of the 26th of September?“
I have to approve of your having infomned Sefior Luzuriaga that HerMajesty’s Government would receive with eatisfaction these proofs of thedetermination of the Spanish Government to fulfil their treaty engage-ments towards Great Britain ; and I have to instruct you to confirm thatassurance on the part of Her Majesty’s Government.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 277.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howde’n.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, May 8, 185:3.
WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of theintroduction of the Yucatan Indian prisoners into Cuba from Mexico, Itransmit to your Lordship herewith, for your information, ccpies of furtherdespatchesi upon this subject which I have received from Her Majesty’sMinister in Mexico, and from Her Majesty’s ConssuI-General at theHavana.

'I have to instruct your Lordship to connnunicate these (lespatches tothe Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs; and to state that you areinstructed again to draw the attention 0ftl1e Government of Her CatholicMajesty to the evidence that this importation of" Indian prisoners FromMexico is Slave Trade of, a. most cruel and unjustifiable character, andcaning fer the prompt interference of that Government.
I am, Sac.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 278. ' ,

. Lord Hawden t0 the Earl qf Clarendon.——(Received lilay 12.)

My Lord, Afadrid, April 27, 1855.. I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a trans-latlon _of a note which has been addressed to me by Sefior Luzuriaga,informing me that the General second in command in the Havana hadbeen unable to obtain sufficient proofs of a connivance at’an infraction of
* Class B“, pregented 1855, No. 450. 1- Ihid., No. 404. 1. Nos. 200 and 326.
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the law, on the part of some subaltern employés of the island, denounced
by Mr. ConsuI-General Crawford in December last, as having occurred on
occasion of the disembarkation at Nuevitas, Nuevas Grandes, and Santa.

Cruz, of Bozal negroes, '
I have, &C.

(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in No. 2'78.

Sefior Lumw'iaga. to Lord Howdcn.

(Translation)
My Lord, Aranjuez, April 24,, 1855.

ACCORDING to information received from the Captain-General of
the Island of Cuba, the British Consul in the Havana addressed to him on
the 2181: of December last, a communication in which he made a complaint
that certain Bozal negroes had been disembarked at Nuevitas, Nuevas
G-randes, and Santa Cruz, supposing that several officials whom he desig-‘
nated had been guilty of connivance in the violation of, the law which
prohibits the introduction of Bozal negroes.

The aforesaid Captain-General lost no time in directing that the
necessary steps should be taken to ascertain what truth there might be in
the denunciation made by the British Consul, and to' inflict a. severe
punishment on any public functis-nary against whom‘ the grave charge
which has been preferred might be proted; and although this delicate
commission was entrusted to no less distinguished an authority than the
General second in command of the Island, he was not able to obtain any
evidence sufficient to justify proceedings against the accused.

The above-mentioned Consul was, in due time, made acquainted with
the whole of the aforesaid proceedings; but, nevertheless, I have thought
it proper to inform your Lordship of the occurrence of which the foregoing
is a brief account. 7 ’ 7

I avail, &c. ‘ .
(Signed) CLA'UDO. ANTON LUZURIAGA. "

 

No. 2'79.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, v V Foreign Ofice, May 31, 1855.
I TRANSMIT to yourLordship herewith a copy of a despatch* from

Her'Majesty’s Consul-(J‘reneral in Cuba, giving an account of numerous
preparations for siave-trading expeditions which were being made at the
Havana; and I have to desire that your Lordship will bring these facts
before the Spanish-Government, and at the same'time state that Her

. Majesty’s Government are cOnvinced- that the Gaptain-General of Cuba is
animated with the best intentions, and that his‘ efforts are perseveringly
directed to the suppression of the Slave Trade; but. that, so, long as
enormous gains are to be acquired by it, and whilst the subordinate officers
are unable to resist temptation, so long wiil it continue, unless the Spanish
Government will consent to the measures of rigour necessaryfor its extinc-
tion. , -

* ' I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* No. 339.
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N0. 280.

The‘Ea'rl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, ' Foreign Ofice, June 12, 185

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the importa—
tion of Yucatan Indians into Cuba, I transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s
information, a copy of a further despatch upon this subject which I have
received from Her Majesty’sConsul-Gener'al in Cuba, together with a copy
of my reply theretofi’e

. ' . I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 I

No. 281.

The Earl of Clarendon tq Lord Howden.

My Lord, ‘ Foreign OfliCe, June 21 , 1855.

. I TRANSMIT herewith copies of two despatches1~ Which I have
receiVed from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba,
reporting that a landing of 600 Africans was effected at or near Cabanas
0n the Slst of March, and pointing out how clearly it is proved by the
circumstances of this case, and by the failure of the attempts made to
discover and seize the rzegroes so landed, end to bring the guilty parties
to justice, that the Captain-General doee not possess sufficient power or
means to check, still less to put down, the Cuba Slave Trade.

I have to instruct your Lordship to communicate to the Spanish
Minister for Foreign Affairs the remarks of Mr. Crawford upon this.
subject, and to state to his Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government
feel convinced that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty will see that,
unless the authorities of Cuba shall be Ireally and efi’ectually empowered
to search for and to seize newly-landed negroes, it will be impossible for
the Captain—General faithfully to fulfil the Treaty engagements of Spain
respecting the Slave Trade. .

I am, Ste.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 282.

The Earl of Clarendon to >Mr. Otway.

Sir, I Foreign Ofiice, July 3, 1855.
_ I TRANSMI'I‘ herewith a copy of a 'despatchi‘, which I have received

from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul—General at Havana, referring
to Lord HOWden’s despatch of the 23rd of March, and stating that;
although the orders ofthe Captain-Generel’ of Cuba are apparently issued
With a sincere and earnest desire to enforce the suppression of the Slave
Trade, yet it is certain that slav’es have been landed 01" late in Cuba with
less difficulty than formerly.

I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of the inclosed
despatch to General Zavala.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

 

* Nos. 342 and 345. 1; Nos. 338 and 344. I No. 348.
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No. 283.

The Earl of Clarendon. to Mr. Otway.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 4, 1855.

I TRANSMIT herewith a coPy of a despatch'77’ which I have received
from Mr. Crawford. Her Majesty’s Consul—General in Cuba, stating that a

freshlcargo of 192 Indians had been brought to Havanafrom Yucatan for
Messrs.Goicouria, and that these Indians had been forced to sign Contracts

binding themselves to serve as colonists in Cuba, and had been sent to

Sisal under a guard, and tied together as prisoners,“inwhich manner they
were embarked. _ .

I have to instruct you to state to General Zavala 'the facts mentioned
in Mr.Crawford’s despatch, and to express to his Excellency the deep

regret of Her Majesty’s Government that an open and barefaced,SlaVe
Traffic with these wretched Indians, made prisoners of war, should be

carried on at a Spanish Colony by Spanish subjects, with the full know-
ledge of the authorities of Her Catholic Majesty; thus creating in Yucatan
the same state of things which exists in the interior of Africa, where wars

are carried on against certain tribes for the sole purpose of making and
selling prisoners. And you will observe that it appears to Her Majesty’s

Government impossible that the Government of Her'Cat’holic Majesty can
intend to make themselves responsible for acts so revolting to humanity.

I an], 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

1N0. 284.

The Earl of Clarendon: to Mr. Otway. ’

v l V , Foreign Oflice, July 4, 1855.

I HAVE to‘instruct you to Communicate to the Spanish Minister for

Foreign Afi‘airs the substanoe of the accom panyinw copy of a despatchfij

which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General. at Havana,

stating that he has reason to believe that-it will be shown by theresultof

a late inquiry which has been made as to the fate of the emancxpados 111

Cuba, that between 3,080 and 4,000 of that unfortunate class, who ought

to be free, have been converted into slaves, by having been made to supply

the places of an equal number of slaves who have died. . .

I inclose, for your information, a‘copy ol' a'des‘patch‘j; which I have

addressed to Mr. Crawford on this subject.

Sir,

I am, &c. ‘

(Signed) . CLARENDON.

 

, No. 285“. ‘ ’ . .

, m. ‘Otway t5 them bf ClarendonrfiRece‘i-ved July 6.)

My Lard, V '- . i , . f X 'Mdrimune 30, 1855.
* I HAVE the honour to‘transmit herewith to your Lerdship copy of'a.

note which I have thought right to addressto General Zavala, calling his

EXcelleney’s attention‘v'to the case of the negress Mary Gordon, unjustly

detained as a' slave in_Porto‘Rico. ’ ' ‘ ‘ “ ,. V _
I have, &c. - ‘

(Signed) L. C. OTWAY.

 

a No. 349. ' + No. 350. 1 No. 352.’
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Inelosure in N0. 285.

Afr. Oiway 1'0 General Zauula.

Sir, ' IiIchrid, Jimc 25, 1855.

IN the enumeration of the various cases of questions and claims
pending between your Excellency’s Department and this Legation, which
1 had the honour of forwarding to your Excellency in my note of yester-
day’s date, Ifind that an accidental on'iission was made, which I do not
regret, as it affords me the Opportunity of more specially calling your
Excellency’s’ attention to the particular c‘ase I allude to, that of the unfor-
tunate British subject, Mary Gordon, lgidnapped many years ago from
St. Kitts, and held as a slave by a. proprietor of Puerto Rico, named
Antonio Guadalupe Colon.

Iwiii not trouble your Excellency with the details of this case, as
they will be found in Lord Howden’s nptes to your'Excelleucy’s prede-
cessors of the 22nd of November and of the 16th of January last, but I
will venture to express the conviction 1 entertain, that the present Govern-
ment of Spain will not be found to be less well—dispesed, 01‘ less considerate
of representations addressed to it by this Legation, than was that of which
the Marquis (1'9 Miraflores Was a member; and which, in an almost similar
case, that of the negress Mariana Bethel, in November 1851, decided on
her being set free. I have, &C.

' (iSigued) L. C. OTVVAY.

 

No. 286.

.Mr. Oiway to the Earl of Clarenctonw—(Recei'ved July 6.)

My Lord, Bladm'cl, June 30, 1855.

.VVITI—I reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 31st ultimo,
1 have the honour to inclose a translation of a note which I have
just received from General Zavala, statihg that Lord Howden’s note of
the 6th instant, respecting numerous preparations for slave-tradmg expe~
ditions which were being made at the Ha‘wana, had been referred'to the
Colonial Department.

. I have, &C.
($igned) L; C. OTWAY.

 

Inclosure in No. 286.

General Za‘vala to Mr. Otway.

(Translation)
Sir, V , , AIadrid, June 23, 1855. .

I HAVE the honour to state to you that I have transcribed to the
General Colonial Office the note which General Caradoc addressed to me '
on the 6th instant, denouncing, with reference toe. despatch' from. the
British Consul at the Hatmna,’ the preparations Which were being made
by some vessels in the Island of Cuba. to engage in the Slave Trade.

1' have directed the aforesaid office to communicate the above-men—
tioned note to General Coneha, in order that this functionary, if the infor-
mation which has been given to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at the
Havana, should prove to be correct, may pretent any such projects being
carried into effect. ,

I avail,‘ &.c.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.
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N0. '287. .

The Earl of Clarendon to M1. Otways

My Lord, . i I , ,. Foreign- Ofice, JulyV13, 1855..

I. HAVE received your despatch of the 30th ultimofi‘= and I have

to inform you that I approve of your having specially broUght to the notice
of General Zavala the case of the 'negress Mary'Gordon, who was stolen

away from St. Kitts, and is now detained in slavery at Porto Rico.
‘ ' I am, 8m.

(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 288.

311'. 0110514] to the Earl of Clurcndon.—(Received July 16.)

My Lord, lVIadrid, July 7, 1855.

I HAVE the, honour' herewith to inclose a, tmnslation of s the

answer which I have received from General Zavala to the note which I

addressed to his Excellency on the 25th ultimo, ‘copy‘ of which was

forwarded in my despatch of the 30th ultimo)? requesting that Mary

Gordon, detained as a slave at Porto Rico, might be set free. - ’
Your Lordship will be sorry to see that the Spanish Government refuse

to accede to the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government in this matter, and

strongly animadvert 0n the proceedings of Her Majesty’s late Consul at

Porto Rico, Mr. Lindegren, in regard to this particular case.
. ' . I have, 8:0. ‘ ‘

(Signed) ' L. C. OTWA'Y.

 

?Iuclosure in N0. 288.

General Zamda to liIi. Olway. '

(Translation) '

Sir, ‘ Madrid, June 28, 1855.

THE Legation which is now 'under' your charge was,ii1 due time,

made acquainted that copies had been transmittedto the Generai Colonial

Office, for the proper investigation of the matter in question, of Lord

Howden’s notes of the 22nd November and 16th January last, soliciting

the liberation of the slave, Mary Gordon, who was'SUpposed to be unduly

kept in a state of slavery by her master, a vlantl-owner of Porto Ricoé

named Don Antonio Guadalupe-Colon. V ' * ‘ '

V , Now that the information which was requested on this subject from

the Captain-General of Porto Rico has , been reCeive‘d at this Foreign

Office, I will proceed to reply to the two aforesaid notes-from Lord HoWden

and tocyours of the 25th ultimo, onthe same subject. ‘ ‘ ' '

The .facts referred to in the above-mentioned representations, as

appears'from the official documents annexed to the process, are ”the

following :-—, ‘ ' ' .

0n the 8th of February, 1853, the English Consul at Porto Rico soli—

cited from the Captain-General 0f the. Island, the ’1ibei'ati0n of a woman

named Mary Gordon, who, the Consul stated, had been kidnapped from a

British island and sold as a slave, in» the island ofyPorto Rico, to Don

Antonio GuadalupeColon, residing at Caguas. As this denunciation

might be of importance to the woman who was supposed to have been

kidnapped, and as an act of mere deference toWards Mr. Lindegren, the

Captain-G-eneral directed that information on‘ the subject should be'

requested from' the local Judge ; and as it appeared from the reply of the

* No. 285.

CLASS B. >



346 - SPAIN.

latter functionary that the aforesaid Mary Gordon was to be conveyed to
St. Thomas, where she had been purchased, for the identlfication of her
person, she was consequently conveyed to that place, through the same
Judge, and especially recommended by the Captaln-Greneral to the Gfover-
nor of the above-mentioned island, always with the view of showmg a
deference towards the English Consul, arid of doing a favour, as far as
possible, to the party concerned. _ . .

This resolution having been communicated, 1n due time, to Mr. L111-
degren, and this functionary having apppinted an agentat St. Thomas
to act as hisrepresentative in the matter, and the proceedings relative to
the identifieation of the person who was supposed to have been kidnapped
having been performed, the judicial proceedings were carried on by the
Judge of Caguas, with the full cognizance of the British Consul, who
appointed a lawyer, whose representations in writing were transmlttetl to
the Judge by the Captain-General, in order that they might be taken into
consideration in the course of the process. The Judge of Caguas pro—
nounced asentence unfavourable to the slave Mary Gordon, and the Royal
Audiencia confirmed the sentence by declaring her to be in a state oflawful
slayer . .

This sentence gave rise to several and rather improper communica—
tions from Mr. Lindegren, which the Captain-General, out of mere defe-
rence, transmitted to the Royal Audiencia, as he also did with a suppli-
catory letter from the Jndge of Caguas, claiming from the English Consul
the delivery of the aforesaid slave, Mary Gordon, whom that functionary
kept still in his possession, resisting himself to deliver her up.

The Audiencia confirmed its first sentence, and ordered that the
slave should be restored to her legitimate owner, which sentence was
carried into effect.

I trust that this exact and detailed statement of the facts will be
sufficient to convince the Government of Her Britannic Majesty that the
Spanish authorities at Porto Rico have done everything in their power
and all that they could possibly do to afford to the slave Mary Gordon
the means of bringing forward the right she might possess, by sending
her, in the first place, to St. Thomas, that she might there identify her
person, and by subsequently affording to her every possible and legitimate
means of defence, including that of the representative before the Court of
Justice granted to her by law. Her slavery, therefore, is a legal truth, by
Virtue of a sentence pronounced by the competent tribunals,- and upon the
grounds ofjustice, whereof there can be no discussion.

After the above statement of facts, you will perceive that no analogy
either does or’ can exist between the case of Mary Gordon, and the one
which you quote in the note to which I am now replying, relative to the
negress Mary Anne, whose liberation was granted in 1851. In this latter
case, the question was that of a slave, born, as was stated, in the Bahama
Islands, who was conveyed by her owner, Isabel Bethe], to the Island of
Cuba, and sold there by her mistress t0 Dofia Aurora Rossi. The ques-
tion, therefore was, whether Mary Anne was, or was not, born in the
Bahama Islands, and whether the aforesaid Sefiora Rossi was, 01' was not,

‘ to be considered as the legitimate owner and. possessor of the slave, since
she had purchased her bond fidc from her legitimate owner, Isabel Bethe],
even notwithstanding the existence of the 46th Act of the British Parlia-
ment, George III, cap. 52, which, in no case, could come into operation,
nor produce any effect whatever, in the Spanish domi‘nions. .And although
Her Majesty’s Government and its functionaries in the Havana gave an
affirmative decision upon the two latter questions, as the matter had not
been submitted to the action of the Conrts of Justice, and, therefore, no
judicial sentence had been pronounced thereu p011, Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment was enabled to perform an act of especial deference towards the
Government of Her Britannia Majesty, by determining that a letter of
freedom should be given to the negress Mary Anne; but consigning at
the same time, as was consigned in the note addressed to’ the British Lega-
tion on the 14th of November, 1851, by the Marquis de Miraflores, that,
as that act of friendship and of mere favour was not founded on legal
reasons or considerations of any kind whatever, “ it could never be referred



V SPAIN.) 347 .

to, in future, as a precedent for reclamations of the same nature.” But
as the above-mentioned Dofia Aurora Rossi was the possessor; in a legiti-

mate right,_ of the slave Mary Anne, 428 hard dollars Were paid to her by

the treasury, as an indemnification for-compelling her to grant theletter

of freedom to the aforesaidmegress.
In the case of Mary Gordon, the circumstances and the antecedents

were different, as has been stated above ; the matter was submitted to the

action of the tribunals, and after having passed with the most strict
scrupulousness through all the proceedings and formalities prescribed by

the laws, a definitive sentence was pronounced. which was carried into
effect. ‘

The interference, therefore, of the British Consul in a purely judicial

matter, and after an executive sentence had been pronounced, is‘the more

to be wondered at, and appears the more‘improper, The intrusion of

Mr. Lindegren in this case is blameable, because neither his private nor

his official character authorised him to bring forward such a reclamation

in a matter which had been already decided upon by the proper tribunals.

And I need not proceed, writing to so enlightened a person as you are, to

prove what is consigned in the most obvious elements of jurisprudence

with regard to executive sentences, Which allow no discussic'm nor contro—

versy respecting the decision which has been thus decided on. And I

have to .add, that foreign Consuls in the Spanish Colonies possess no

other character than that of purely commercial agents, and that, therefore,

in their intercourse with, and representationsto, the local authorities,

they are bound to confine themselves exclusively to those which directly

emanate from the very same nature of their institution.
The above obserVations refer to the course pursued by the British

Consul at Porto Rico, in the case which has given rise to the notes from

the British Legation to which I am now replying; and with regard to

the principle of jurisprudence which 'is involved in this matter, it only

remains for me to consign that the solution of all questions relative to the

civil state of persons belongs always, and in all cases, to the Courts of ,

justice, according to the laws of Spain. .
. - . I avail, 8L0.

(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 289.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Otway.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofice, July 28, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 7th instant, inclosing a

copy of a note which you had received from General Zavala in reply to

your representation on the case of Mary Gordon, illegally detained in

slavery at Porto Rico ; and I have to express my regret at the natureof

General Zavala’s communication. I hope,‘howeve1‘, that this refusal of

the Spanish Government to do justice to the unfortunate woman in

question is not to be considered final, as General Zavala’s note omits any

allusion to the important fact that, in the receipt given by the man who,

in 1822, sold Mary Gordon to her present owner, it is stated that she is

“ of the English nation.” -
I am, 8L0. ,

(Signed) CLARENDON. 4

 

No. 290.

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 7.)

My Lord, - , - ; Madrid, July 24, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a note Which I

have received from General Zavala in reply to one addressed to Sefior

Luzuriaga on the 2nd of January last by Lord Howden, in obedience
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to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 28th
of December last} respecting the disembarkatiou at the Ensenada. de

Cochinos, and at Puuta Nueva, of three cargoes of Africans, amounting

in all to about 1,800.
- I have, &C.

gSigned) L. C. OTWAY.

Inclosure in No. 290.

General Zavala lo Mi". Olway,
('l‘ranslation.)

Sir, San Lorenzo, July 14, 1855.

THE information requested from the CaptaimGeneral of the Island
of Cuba, respecting the disembarkation of three cargoes of 307.211 negroes
at the Ensenada de Cochinos and Puntq. Nueva, making a total number
of about 1,800, denounced to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty by
Mr. Crawford, and alluded to in the note addressed by Lord Howden to
Sefior Luzuriaga. on the 2nd of January last, having been received at this

oflice under my charge; now at once proceed to reply to the aforesaid
note.

On the 18th of November last, Mir. Crawford, the British Consul-
General at the Havana, addressed a. communication to the Captain-General
of the island, wherein, with reference to another communication from the
Judge of the Mixed Court of Justice established in that city, he asked
the Captain-General whether he had received any intelligence of'a landing
of 700 Bozal negroes having taken place in the District of Bahia Honda.
General Concha. stated, in reply, that he had received no information
whatsoever concerning the occurrence in question, which induced him to
suppose that there was no truth in it. On the 22nd of the same month, ‘
Mr. Crawford rectified the information contained in his preceding com—
munication, and stated, with reference to a denunciation from the English
Consui at St. Jago de Cuba, that a, sla.ve-trading cutter had made her
appearance in those waters, and not finding it easy to effect the landing
on that part of the coast, she took provisions and sailedfor another place,
carrying 610 Bozal negroes on board. Subsequently, Mr. Crawford
denounced that another cargo was very shortly expected at Nuevitas, in
which district it was already known that two other cargoes had been
landed, out of which only 95 slaves had been seized by the authorities,
whilst the total number lauded by the two vessels amounted to about
1,200. .

IQ consequence of these denunciations, the Captain-General issued
the most peremptory instructions to Don Joaquim Manzano, the General
second in command of the island, directing him to endeavour to ascertain,
by every means in his power, what truth there might be in the denounced
landings; but, notwithstanding the energetic activity and scrupulousness
with which the aforesaid instructions were fulfilled, they did not produce
the Sought-for result of discovering the correctness of the denounced
facts, which induces the belief that the information given to Mr. Crawford
was devoid of foundation, and so it was stated to Mr. Crawford ' by the
superior authority of the island, who acquainted him, at the same time,
with the orders which had been issued, the exertions made, in consequence,
for the investigation of the facts, and the negative result they had
produced. .

General Concha, however, not being satisfied with the aforesaid
exertions, and having received intelligence, although of a rather vague
character, relative to disembarkations ofBozal negroes in seine parts of
the island, caused judicial proceedings to be instituted for the purpose of
ascertaining the truth or the falseness of such disembarkations Which
were supposed to have taken place, not only at the Ensenada de Cochinos
in the district of Matanzas, but also at Cienfuegos, Cardenas, Batabané,
Macuriges, Zaguarama, and other places; but from all the investigations

* Class B, presented 1855, No. 430.
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made by the authorities of the aforesaid places with a zeal and scrupu-
lousness which cannot be sufficiently praised, it appeared that no disem-
barkation whatever of negroes, proceeding from Africa, had taken place in
any of the above-mentioned districts.

With reference to these proceedings, General Coneha states that the
very same day on which he assumed for the second time the superior com-
mand of the island, he received an ofiicial letter from the Alcalde Mayor
of Puerto Principe, informing him that he had caused a merchant named
Don Jose Planas to be arrested on suspicion of his being the fitter—out of
an expedition of 750 Bozal negroes, which had been landed on the coast
of Nuevitas. Consequently, the properjudicial process was ordered to be
instituted, and submitted, in clue time, to the opinion of the Advocate of
the Crown; and as this functionary stated in his report that there was
sufficient evidence to prove that the landing of the expedition in question
had been carried into effect, and that the negroes who had been seized, as
forming part of that expedition, ought to be considered as Bozal ones, and
consequently declared to be emancipados, 108 out of the 371 captured
negroes were at once set at liberty—a measure which was not made
extensive to the remaining number of negroes, because the advocate did
not find in the process so‘clear an evidence as was required for that
purpose. The process is now submitted to the Royal Audiencia Pretoria],
not only for the purpose of giving its opinion as regards the consultative
vote proposed by the Queen’s Advocate, but also of pronouncing such
definitive sentence as so respectable a tribunal may think most consistent
With justice.

It appears, therefore, that from the number of the 750 Bozal negroes
who, it is proved, were landed in the district of Nuevitas, up to 1,200,
which is the number mentioned in Mr. Crawford’s communication, and up
to the 1,800 denounced in Lord Howden’s note to which I am replying,
there is a considerable difference. ,

On the other hand, General Concha' declared 108 negroes out of the
371 who were seized at Nuevitas, as forming part of the aforesaid expedi-
tion, to be emancipados; and he very likely will shortly make a similar
declaration with regard to the remaining number, if the opinion of the
Audiencia Pretorial is favoura ble to the adoption'of this measure. There-
fore, if the 3‘71 negroes who were seized, out of the 750 who were imported,
are declared to be emancipados, it is evident that they do not exist in
the island in a state of slavery, and it is also evident that they are in no
way injuredby General Coneha’s Decree of the 17th November.

I trust that the above observations will be sufficient to prove to you
that no (lisembarkation whatever of African slaves has taken place, either
at the Ensenada de Cochinos, or at any other of the above-mentioned
districts; that the information given by ‘Mr. Crawford is somewhat
exaggerated; and that a certain number of the negroes who, it has been
ascertained, were imported into the district of Nuevitas, are not in a state
of slavery in the island, as has been demonstrated above. ,

At all events, Her Britannia Majesty’s Government may rest assured
that the Spanish authorities in the Island of Cuba are continuing the
persecution of the Slave Trade with constancy, activity, and energy, in
conformity with the {orders which are given to them by Her Majesty’s
Government, in fulfilment of the existing Treaties between Spain and
England.

1 avail, 8m. . '
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 291.

Mr. Otway tothe Earl of Clarenclon.~—.(Received August 15.)

My Lord, 7 Madrid, August 9, 1855.
‘WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 28th ultimo, l have

the honour to state that I thought it would be as well to address a nete
to General Zavala, expressing your Lordship’s regret at the nature of his
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Excellency’s communication to me, respecting the illegal detention in
slavery at Porto Rico of Mary Gordon, and the hope that the refusal of
the Spanish Government to do justice to this unfortunate woman is not to
be considered final. ' .

His Excellency has returned to me the reply a translation of whlch I
have the honour herewith to inclose.

I have, 82c.
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY.

 

Inclosure in Np. 291.

General Zavala, to Mr. Otway.

(Translation,) 7
Sir) San Lorenzo, August 4, 1855.

I HAVE received the note which you have done me the honour of ‘
addressing to me under date of the 2nd instant, wherein, on acknow—
ledging the receipt of my communication of the 28th of June last, relative
to the slave Mary Gordon, you express the hope you entertain that the
decision which has been adopted on thigs subject will not be considered
final, since, in my aforesaid note, no allusion was made to the circum-
stance that, in the receipt given by the individual who sold the above—
meutioned slave to her present owner in the year 1822, it is stated that she
is of the English nation.

You will allow me to state to you that, after the detailed and
luminous explanations contained in my above-mentioned note of the 28th
June, I did not expect that there could still exist any motive for renewing
a correspondence which was to be considered as completely terminated.
For this reason, on replying to your last note, I shall necessarily be
obliged to refer to all the statements which I have already made upon this
question to the Legation now placed under your charge.

When the slave Mary Gordon declarfed that she had been kidnapped
on a British island, and sold to her legitimate owner Don Antonio
Guadulupe Colon, the Captain-General of Porto Rico, being desirous of
doing everything in his power in favour of the aforesaid woman, and of
showing his deference towards the British. Consul, who appeared to take
so great an interest in the matter, ordered, in concert With the local
Judge, that she should be conveyed to St. Thomas, Where she had been
sold, in order that her person might be identified ; a measure which was
brought to the knowledge of Mr. Lindegren, for the purpose of enabling him
to be, either himself or some‘person delegated by him, an eye-witness of
all the formalities and judicial proceedings which‘were to be performed;
and this protection was carried into effect with so much liberality that the
British Consul appointed a lawyer to take up the defence of the slave, and
to afford her the means of proving the truth of her assertions. The
result of these proceedings were, three sentences pronounced by the
proper Courts of Justice, in every one of Which the verdict was
unfavourable to the slave Mary Gordon, declaring her to be in a state of
legal slavery. And I now at once leave fqr’ your enlightened impartiality
to consider whether, during all the proceedings and formalities of the
process, frequent occasions were not affbrded to the slave in question
whichenabled her to demonstrate before the tribunals the validity of the
argument to which you allude in your note, relative to her nationality.

With regard to the hope you entertain that the decision which has
been come to on this affair may or may not be modified, I have to state to
you that the Queen’s Government has come to no decision whatever
respecting the civil state of the slave Mary; it has merely been the
channel through which the Legation under your charge has been informed
of the sentence pronounced on this matter by the Courts of Justice, which
are the only proper authority to which the solution of such matters belongs
aeoording to thel-aws of Spain. The Sentence of the tribunals has been
carried intoefl'ect, and leaves 'no room for any appeal ; consequently, the
slavery of Mary Gordon is a legal truth, by virtue of a formal sentence
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pronounced by the proper Courts of. Justice, the foundations of justice
whereof cannot be subjected to discussion.

I have no doubt that these explanations will fully satisfy the GOvern-

ment'of a country like Great Britain, the enlightened and wise legislation

of which consigns as one of its most precious foundations the indepen-
dence of the Courts of Justice, and the religious scrupulousness with
which their verdicts or sentences are carried into execution.

 

I I have, &C.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

No. 292.

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 28.)

My Lord, , Madrid, August 23, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith translation

of a note which I have received from General Zavala, in reply to the repre-

sentation which I addressed to his Excellency, in obedience to the

instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch to me of the 4th

ultimo,* respecting further landings of Yucatan Indians in Cuba. '
I have, Ste.

(Signed) ‘ L. C. OTWAY.

 

Inclosure in No. 292.

General Zavala to‘Mr. Otway.
(Translation)

Sir, ' San Lorenzo, August 15, 1855.

HAVING transcribed, in due time, to the General Colonial Oflice,

Lord Howden’s note of the 19th of May, and yours of the 10thvof July

last, denouncing, with reference to the English Consul at the Havana, the

abuses which are supposed to have been committed in the Island of Cuba,

by importing Yucatan prisoners, under the pretext of their being colonists,

I have received from the aforesaid office a communication, dated the

4th instant, stating that C0pies of the above-mentioned notes had been

that day transmitted to the Captain-General of the Island, in order that

he may report to Her Majesty’s Government on the different points therein

contained. At the same time, the Colonial Office states to me that it has

nothing to add to that which it already stated in its communication of the

14th December last, With regard to the essential part of this question,

the contents whereof were transcribed to the Legation now under your

charge, in the note of the 12th March last.

 

. I avail, 8w.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

No. 293.

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendon.—-—-(Recaived September 25.)

My Lord, Madm'd, September 20, 1855.

REFERRING to Lord Howden’s despateh to your Lordship of the

1st of April last, stating that in answer to the representation Which,

in consequence of your Lordship’s instructions, he had addressed to the

Spanish Government respecting the condition and prospects of the eman—

cipados, Sefior Luzuriaga had promised that the, matter should be

inquired into, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith,

the result of those inquiries, as communicated to me in the note from

General Zavala, a translation of Which I have the honour to inclose;

* No. 283.
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Your Lordship will observe with satisfaction the assurance contained
in General Zavala’s note, of the intention of Her Catholic Majesty’s
Government shortly to sanction a new regulation for the treatment of the
m ancipados, drawn up on the most liberal and equitable bases.

I have, &c. _
(Signed) L C. OTWAY.

 

Inclosdre in No. 293.

General Zavala to .‘Mr. Otway.

(Translation)

Sir, San Lorenzo, September 19, 1855.

THE information‘which was requested from the authorities of the
Island of Cuba, respecting the situation of the emancipados in that island,
having been received at this First Secretary of State’s office, I now V
proceed to reply to the note addressed by Lord Howden t0 Sefior Ll'ituriaga
upon this subject on the 24th of March last, in consequence of the English
Government having been, informed that a negress named Angela, after
having been consigned to several perspns during aperiocl of ten years,
was consigned anew without her having received her letter of freedom.

First of all, I have the honour to inform you, in order that you may
bring it to the knowledge of your Government, that the Governor and
Captain-Genei‘al of the Island of Cuba has submitted to the approval of
the Queen’s Government the project of at new regulation for emancipated
Slaves (“Ordenanza de Emancipados”), fonnded on the most possibly liberal
and equitable bases. This project which will very shortly constitute the
jurisprudence Which is to be in force upon the matter, comprises also the
foundations of the system which is now in practice, with regard to the
emancipados.

The emancipados, during the first five years subsequent to their
seizure, are under the immediate dependence of the Government, and after
the expiration of the aforesaid period they begin to earn daily wages, a
part of which is deducted and kept in reserve for the purpose of meeting
certain expenses which are made in their own interest. Such is the
system now in practice, and the only one which can render efficient the
vigilance which the Government must exercise over the people of colour.
0n the other hand, in none of the Treaties at present existing on this
matter, has any limited period of time been established for the duration of
the aforesaid dependence ; and so it is; that, never, and at no time
whatever, have the negroes obtained their exemption for any longer or
shorter period, and that such exemptions have only been granted to them
individually, and only as a reward for the good conduct of the emancipado
during the time of his residence in the island.

The Queen’s Government can (10 no more than transport, at its own
expense, to such place as they may select, those Who may not choose to
submit to its dependence, as has been done on former occasions; but it
neither can nor ought to exempt from such dependence any emancipado
whomsoever, merely because a certain period of time has elapsed; and
without having taken the proper guarantees,’ because, besides its not
being bound to do so by international engagements, it would produce
fatal consequences, and it might even endanger the tranquillity of the
island..

I avail, 8w. '
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.
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No. 294.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Otway.

Sir, ,Fore'ign Ofice, October 2, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th ultimo, inclosing a
translation of a note from General Zavala, in which it is stated that the

Captain-General of Cuba. has submitted to the Spanish Government a
draft 'of a new Ordinance respecting the emancipados in that island,

which is drawn up in a very liberal and equitable spirit.
Her Majesty’s Government learn With satisfaction that the question

as to the emancipados is occupying the attention of Her Catholic
Majesty’s Government, in order that «the Condition of that unfortunate
class of persons may receive some amelioration; but with reference to the

measure which is contemplated, you will point out to General Zavala the ‘
formal engagement contracted by the Spanish Government towards Her

Majesty’s Government, by the note which the Count de Alcoy addressed
to Lord Howden 0n the 15th of March, 1853, stating that all the negroes
then in Cuba. who became entitled to emancipation under the Treaty of

1817 should receive their freedom upon the expiration of their respective
contracts of apprenticeship, so that all of that class should be entirely

free before the end of 1853, and that they might, after obtaining their
certifieates of liberty, continue to reside in Cuba.

A lid with, regard to those negroes whose claim to liberation originated
with the Treaty of 1835, Count de Alcoy promised that those amongst
them who had completed their five years’ term of apprenticeship should
also obtain their freedom, and that means should be taken to promote and
accelerate the education of such as hadnot Served out that period, so that
they might in like manner obtain their certificates of liberty.

' I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 295.

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Receivcd October 6.)

My Lord, , ' filadrid, September 28, 1855.

\VITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch to Lord Howdeu
0f the 31st of May last, instructing his Lordship to bring to the notice of
the Spanish Government certain statements made by Mr. Consul-General
Crawford relative to numerous preparations which were being made at

the Havana for slave—trading expeditions, I have the honour to inclose a

translation of General Zavala’s reply to Lord Howden’s representation to
Sefior Luzuriaga 011 this matter, in which his Excellency enters at some

length into explanations as to all the steps taken and measures ladOpted
by the Captain-General of Cuba for preventing these expeditions and extin-
guishing this Traffic. .

. I have, &c.
(Signed) ‘ L. C. OTWAY.

 

Inelosure in No. 295.

‘ General Za-vala to Mr. Otiziay. '

(’l‘i'anslation.) 7

Sir, , fifadrid, September 25, l855.

THE proper information from the Captain-General of the Island of

Cuba having been received at this First Secretary of State’s office, I

proceed to reply to the note addressed by Lord Howden to Sefior’ Luzu~

riaga on the 6th of June last, in Which, with reference to a despatch from

CLASS B
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Mr. Crawford, he denounced the preparations which were being made in
the aforesaid island of several expeditions for siave-trading.

First of all, it is expedient to state that nobody has been and is better
enabled than the Agent of Her Britannia Majesty’s Government at the
Havana to appreciate the indefatigable and energetic activity of the
Governor and Captain-General of the island in everything connected with
the persecution of the Slave Trade.

The above—mentioned functionary, not being sufficiently satisfied with
causing all the ships of war in that station to be incessantly occupied with
exercising a strict Vigilance over the coasts, even to the point of their not
being able to attend to any other service which might perhaps be of
greater importance, has actually intrusted t0 the Superior Chief of the
Staff, Brigadier Don Joaquim Morales de Rada, a most especial com-
mission to the same effect. From the contents of the communications of
the latter officer, it appears that the Vigilance becomes every day more
strict and severe, since a great portion of the troops stationed in the afore-
said “ antilie” have been destined to that service.

Whenever the superior authority of the island receives any intelli-
gence which induces him to entertain the slightest suspicion that there is
really some intention of carrying a slave-‘trading expedition into effect, he
instantly puts into action every means in his power to prevent it, whilst
he, at the same time, adopts energetic measures against any public officer
Whose conduct bears the slightest appearance of negligence in the fulfil-
ment of his duties; and, as appears from the communications on this
subject addressed by General Concha to the Queen’s Government, the
persecution of the Slave Trade is carried even into the interior of the
plantations themselves. Her Britannie Majesty’s Government may,
therefore, rest assured that the repression of this Traflic has never. been so .
severe and efficient as it is at present.

With regard to the denunciation ceii‘tained in Lord Howden’s note,
with reference to a communication from Mr. Crawford, I can assure you
that the authorities of the Island of Cuba have not received the slightest
information or antecedent confirmatory of such an assertion, which must
at once be considered as an unfounded one. _

Ican also assure you, and request you will have the goodness to
bring it to Lord Clarendon’s knowiedge, that the Queen’s Government is
fully determined to fulfil with religious scrupulousness its international
engagements With the Government of Great Britain.

I avail, 8L0.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 296.

M‘. Otway to the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received October 6.)

My Lord, Madrid, September 28, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, a

translation of a note which I have received from General Zavala in
answer to mine of the 26th of June last,‘ informing his Excellency with
reference to the reports made to your Lordship in Mr. Consul-General
Crawford’s despatches of the 16th April and 13th May, forwarded, in your
Lordship’s despatch of the 21st of June, to Lord Howden, of a landing of
600 Africans having been effected at or near Cabanas, on the 31st of
March, and pointing out the necessity of greater powers being conferred
on Captain-General Concha, to enable his Excellency to take more active
and energetic measures for putting an end to the Cuba Slave Trade.

General Zavaia in his abo‘ve—mentioned note enters into long expla-
nations of the conduct of the Captain-General and authorities of the
Havana, which I trust may be satisfactory to your Lordship.

I have, &C.
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY.
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I “'Inclosure in No. 296.

_ . General Zavala to MT. Otway.

(Translation) , 4 ‘

Sir, _ . Madrid, September 26, 1855.

‘ THE information Which had been required from the proper authori-

ties in the Island of Cuba having been received at this First Secretary of

State’s office, I now proceed to reply to the'note which you did me the

honour of addressing to me on the .26th of “June last, denouncing with

reference to .intelligenee communicated by the British Consul-General at

the Havana, a disembarkation of Bozal negroes Which took place in March

last in the Guanajay district belonging to- the jurisdiction 'of Mariel, a

disembarkation which is erroneously described as having been very

numerous, at which several public officers are supposed to have connived;

and with regard to Which, it is endeavoured to insinuate that the superior
authority of the "island did not display all the energy and activity Which

uiere required for preventing the importation or efi’ecting the seizure of the

s aves. .

In replying to your aforesaid note, I cannot abstain from expressing

to you my surprise at this species of reclamatiotis, founded upon the infor-

mation given by the British Consul-General at the Havana, whilst nobody

better than Mr. Crawford himself, can; attest the especial prefereIiCe with

which General Concha attends to any of his denunciations Whatever;

however unfounded it may appear, relative to disembarkations of Bozal

negroes, for the purpose of preventing them by every means in his power;

and the details which I am going to state to you, respecting the facts

denounced in yOur note and the proceedings to Which they have given

rise‘,'Will be sufficient, ‘1 hope, to convince you of the exactitude of the

foregoing observation. _
About the middle of March last, the superior authority of the island

received confidential intelligence stating that a' landing of negroes was

about to take place at the Bay of Cabanas. General Concha sent,

Without loss of time, the proper instructiohs to the’Lieutenant-Governor
0f Mariel,rwho was the superior‘Chief of the threatened district, andalso

to all other Lieutenant-Governors of the neighbouringdistricts; and the

circumstance Of the telegraphic line from" the Havana to the chief town

of that district being open, greatly facilitated the fulfilment of his orders.

All the points on the coast were watched with redoubied vigilance; the

greatest activity and vigilance was intimated to all public officers under

penalty of being dismissed the service, and owingto these measures the

disembarkation was prevented for the time. Some weeks elapsed in this

way, until the slave-importers succeeded in their attempt, though not to

the extent which Mr. Crawford supposes in his communications, to the

Government of Her Britannic Majesty,‘ as you Will hereinafter perceive,

but only on a very limited scale; since they could only land a small

number of slaves, and even in this they only succeeded ‘in consequence of .

the material impossibility of absolhtely and completely guarding so

extensive a coast. It appears that the owners of the "cargo of slaves were

' apprized of the measures adopted by the Captain-General, and. they

consequently fractioned the cargo into smali parties, ‘for the purpose of

availing themselves of any favourable spot to effect the landing, andrthus

rendering the vigilance more difficult. _ However it ’may be, the realtruth

is, that there was no other disembarkation'than the-aforesaid'one, and

that, immediately'after its having been made known to General Concha,

his Excellency gave a special commission to the Mayor and First Alchlde of

the Havana, Don Vicente ‘de la. Torre Trasierra, authorising him to

proceed to the spot where the landing had taken place, and there to

investigate by judicial process all the circumstances and real truth of the

facts, without stopping before any resistance which the owners of the

estates might offer to his examination and search, or'to his comparing the

tickets of the slaves With the general register—book where they are »

inscribed; and that, owing to these proceedings and to the summary
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measures adopted- by the Lieutenant—Governor, the seizure of 85 Bozal
negroes was obtained.

The autherities and functionaries whose conduct offered even only the
appearance of negligence in the fulfilment of their duties, were at once
dismissed from their posts ; the examination and search of the interior of
the estates showed that no greater number of slaves had been landed
than the small one above referred to, and'finally, that the Captain-General
ol' the island made every possible exertion to the effect of proving the
religiousness and good faith with which he fulfils his; duty and the instruc-
tions which the Queen’s Government has communicated to him on this
subject.

I trust that the foregoing statement will be instrumental to convince
the Government of Her Britannia Majeety of the ineorrectness of the
information which had been given to it by the British Consul—General at
the Havana, and that it will also serve to demonstrate the loyalty and
energy with which the Queen’s authorities in the Island of' Cuba fulfil
their duties.

I avail, &c.

 

(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

No. 297'.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lorfl Homlen.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, October 22, 1855.
I TRANSMIT herewith copies of two despatches3e which I have

received from Mr. Crawford, &c., stating that he has addressed a letter to
the Captain—General of Cuba, informing him that on or about the 5th of
August, 510 Bozul negroes were landed at San Cayetano, a place forty 01'
fifty miles to the westward of Ortigosa, antl were safely conveyed into the
interior, under circumstances manifesting a most determined defiance of
the authority and orders of the ,Captain-General. Mr. Craward also
observes, that the powers delegated byti'le Spanish Government to the
Captain-General of Cuba appear to be quite insufficient for the suppression
of the Slave Trade, for that trade continue$ to be carried on in Cuba with
greater boldness than has ever been known, hitherto.

Ihave to instruct your Lordship to communicate the substance of
these despatches to General Zantla, and tostate to his Exceilency that
Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt that he will learn with deep
regret that the description therein given of the unrepressed activity of the
slave-trader in Cuba is so entirely at variance with the assurances
contained in, his letters; to Mr. Otway of the 25th and 28th of September,
wherein his Excellency described the good reehlts of the energy and
vigilance manifested by the CaptaimGenerai and the authorities under
him, in putting clown the importation of African slaves, and stated that
the repression. of that ’lh'afiie had never been so vigorously and effectively
pursued as at present.

' You will add, that Her Majesty’s Government trust that the Govern-
ment of Her Catholic Majesty will see the urgent necessity of no longer
hesitating to furnish the governing authorities of Cuba with the meansof resisting effectually the open audacity with which their endeavours to
check the Slave Trade have always hitherto been successfully opposed.

1 am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

* Nos. 366 and 367.
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- No. 298.

M Comyn to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Received October 25.)

(Translation) ‘ ' , , -

My Lord, Spanish Legation in London, October 20, 1855.

THE Government of the Queen, my august Sovereign, has received
intelligence that on the 30th day of July ultimo, the Spanish corvette
“ Fernando Po,” belonging to Barcelona, Captain Don Tomas Torrens,
was detained in the Bay ,of Accra, on the ,coast of Africa, by British
crnizers, and compelled to return to Sierra Leone, to undergo the adjudi-
cation of the Mixed Commission, in consequence of the omission of a

. document among her papers, showing the origin and destination of fifty

empty tubs (“botas”) which were on board; and although Her Majesty’s
Government does not for one moment doubt that the Mixed Commission,
in its justice, will hasten to acquit the vessel, reimbursing to her owners
the losses and injuries caused to them, 1 have received orders to make
known the circumstances of the case to your Excellency, in order that

the Government of Her Britannic Majesty may be satisfied of the entire
sincerity with which the persons interested in the “ Fernando Po” have
acted, and that the vessel was solely employed in licit trade. ,

In consequence of a resolution of Her Majesty’s Government, dated
the 28th June of last year, by which the same advantages were granted
to the produce of the south of Africa as to that of Asia, Don José Vidal y
Ribas and Don Carlos Torrens, very worthy merchants, of Barcelona,

determined to send expeditions to those seas, beginning with the schooner
“Mariana,” Which came back in November, with a cargo of palm oil and
other produce of the country. .The same persons have since established
an association, with the object of increasing the number of ships intended
for those regions. '

The “ Fernando Po” took on board a large portion of her cargo at
Barcelona, complying with all the custom-house forms; and the British
Consul in that port authenticated the invoices of the lading, giving at the
same time, as being satisfied of the lawful character of the expedition,

the certificate, 3. copy of which I have the honour to inclose to your
Excellency. 7

Among the articles taken on board, and which I consider it unneces-
sary to detail to your Excellency, mention is made of 650 barrels, mounted
and in pieces, Without distinguishing the number of the former, because

the crew, where possible, is occupied during the voyage in mounting some
of those on board, for the first stowage of the vessel; and on this occasion

the shippers entered into the proper security towards the Customs,binding

themselves to prove, when necessary, the landing of the said barrels in
Africa, and their employment in shipping palm oil. The documents were
presented at the custom—house, and a closed cover, containing the papers,
were, according to the established rules, delivered by the custom—house
t0 the captain of the “ Fernando Po ;” and so the vessel entered on her
voyage, on the 18th June, towards the coast of Africa, touching at

Gibraltar, where she completed her cargo with goods‘suited to' the market
where she was going, theGovernor issuing the certificate accordingly.-
All these circumstances, referred to the cruizers by the captain, prove
to evidence the perfect legality with which the shippers proceeded, and
ought to have saved the ship from any detention; but‘this was not the
case, arising, no doubt, from a misunderstanding. ~

On the 2nd of August, three dajrs subsequently, the “ Fernando Po,”
lying at anchor in the Bay of Accra,_and ' in sight of the English fort of
St. James, and 0f the Dutch fort of Crevecceur, was boarded by three
boats of the British cruize‘rs “Dolphin ” and “’ Minx,” under the command
of officers, who asked for the documents of the cargo. The captain, who was
then on shore, having assented, gave them the papers referring to the
ship, and to the goods shipped at Gibraltar, adding that he had also a
closed cover, received from the Custom-houseof Barcelona, which cover he
did not consider himself authorized to open. ri‘he English olficers nut
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agreeing to this, the captain went back to the shore with them, and
opened the cover, in the presence of the Governor of the fort, and of other
Witnesses. The documents which were contained in it being examined, it
appears that the English Commander found that the paper was wanting
containing the obligation that the empty barrels should be used to receive
palm oil, the absence of which could net be foreseen by the Captain nor
the shippers, who had given the regular security before the Custom-
house. All the observations both of the captain and the consignee against
the detention of the ship being unavailable, the former was obliged to give
way, under protest, in presence of' the superior force held out to him, and
to undertake his return voyage of 400 leagues to Sierra Leone, ,to be there
tried by the Mixed Commission.

This brief relation of what occurred with the “ Fernando Po ” will, in
my opinion, satisfy the Government of Her Britannic Majesty of the lawful
destination of the ship, as well as the entire good faith with which the
interested parties undertook their speculation of licit trade, awaiting the
verdict of the Court of Sierra Leone, which cannot but be favourable. If
there was an involuntary omission on the part of the Custom—house, it
does not appear that the owners of the vessel should suffer for it; and at
all events, the lawful proceeding of the ship being known, there can be no
motive nor pretext for detaining her. Neither the build of the “ Fernanda
Po,”nor her internal arrangements, nor the number of the crew, which
was not above ten men, could have given rise to the slightest suspicion
that she was intended for illicit tradm Even the circumstance of her
being anchored in sight of the British fort, and in the middle of the cruizers,
takes away every mark of guilt. .

It being solely the object of Her Majesty’s Government that the
Government of Her Britannic Majesty should have an accurate knowledge
of the preceding circumstances of this ease, it is desirous of placing the
above facts before the Judge in Sierra Leone, without prejudging in the
slightest degree the question before the Court. I may be pardoned for
recalling to your Excellency the Articles of the existing Treaty of 1835,
which relate to the present case, and which, without doubt, the Mixed
Tribunal will not lose sight; of in pronouncing, as it is to be expected, from
the equity of the persons who compose it, for the liberation of the ship, and
the indemnification for losses and damages. . L V

I take, &LC. ‘ ‘
(Signed) JUAN S. COMYN.

 

Inclosure in No. 298.

Certificate.

British Cohsulate in. Catalbm'a.

I HEREBY certify, at the request of Don José Vidal y Ribas,
merchant, of this city, that, from the well—known respectability of the firm
in Barcelona, and likewise from the fact of a previous voyage having been
"undertaken by the same party to the coast of Guinea, in March Ii854, with
similar object of engaging alone in legitimate trade, I have reason to
believe that the present voyage of the Spanish barque “Fernando Po,"
Tomas Torrens master, now bound for Fernando Po, may be looked upon
as a bandfide and legitimate trading expedition.

Given under my hand and official seal, at the British Consulate,
Barcelona, this 15th day of June, 1855. I i

w (Signed) JAMES BAKER, ConSul.
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No. 299.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, October 26, 1855.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a‘copy of a despatch*

from Her Majesty’s Cousul-General at Havana, inclosing a list of the

Chinese labourers imported at that place since 1847, and containing some

observations as to the treatment of those labourers by the Cuban

planters.
. I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 300.

The Earl Qf Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, ’ ' Foreign Ofiice, October 31, 1855.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of

adespatchi‘ from Her Majesty’s Consul—General in Cuba,inclosing a. state-

ment of the number of Yucatan Indians that have been imported into

Havana since the beginning of 1855.
' I am, 85c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 301. y

The Earl of Clarendon to M. Comyn.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, October 31, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the \note‘ which,
by the direction of your Government, you addressed to me on the 20th
instant, respecting the detention of the Spanish vessel “ Fernando Po,”

by the British cruisers “ Dolphin” and “Minx,” in the roadstead of Accra,

in August last, on suspicion of being engaged in a Slave Trade expe-
dition; but which vessel, you state, was intended for the strictly licit
trade only, and ought to be acquitted by the Mixed British and Spanish
Commission at Sierra Leone, to which Court she has been sent for adjudi-
cation. '

I have the honour to inform you that I have received an account of
the preliminary proceedings. in this case from Her: Majesty’s Judge ad
interim in the Mixed Court at Sierra Leone, 'by which it appears that the

Spanish Judge objected to the admission into Court of the, case of the
“ Fernando Po,” upon which occasion the arguments urged in your letter

on behalf of the owners of the Spanish vessel were fully brought before
the Court.

That objection was, however, overruled, and Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment have "no doubt that all the facts and circumstancés connected with

the voyage of the “ Fernando Po”'will be taken into consideration, and
that the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone will come to a just and
impartial decision thereupon. -

I am, See.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

% No. 365. 1- No. 368.
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N0. 302.

Lord Hawden to the Earl of Clarendon.w—(Rcccit'cd November 7.)

(Extract) .Madr/id, October 28, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to inclose'to your Lordship translation of a note

from Her Catholic Majesty’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the subject of
the Yucatan Indians Who go to Cuba.

 

Ineiosure in No. 302.

General Za‘vala to Lord Howdcn‘
(Translation)
My Lord, Madrid, October 25, 1855.

UNDER date of the 24th September last, I received from Mr. Otway,
at that time Her Britannie Majesty’s Charge d’Afl’aires, a note inclosing
copy of a despatch from the British Representative in Mexico to Lord
Clarendon. In this despatch, indeed, the blackest picture is made of the
sufferings of the Yucatan Indians who proceed to Cuba; but it remains to
'be ascertained Whether false or exaggerated reports, given with malignant
intention, and perhaps listened to with at precipitation rendered excusable
by the philanthropic zeal which gave rise to it, have contributed to the
over—blaekening of the picture. However it may be, and although
Her Majesty’s Government ventures to believe at once, that there is great
exaggeration in the despateh from the British Chargé d’Affaires in
Mexico, although written undoubtedly with good faith and better zeal, yet
it Will endeavour to obtain the most accurrate information upon this subject,
for which purpose a copy of Mr. Otway’e note, and of its inclosure, has
already been transmitted to the Colonial Office.

The information which I am expecting from the aforesaid office will
enable me to give to your Lordship a more detailed reply. Meanwhile I
can at once assure your Lordship that the Government of Her Majesty the
Queen, my Sovereign, which considers itself second to none in the point of
humanity, neither will consent, nor can at any time have consented, to the
ill-treatment of the Yucatan Indians in Cuba, and that it endeavours to
prevent, by every means in its power, their forcible transportation to the
island, supposing this to be the case ; although it is by no means bound to
reject the assistance of the Indians in question, whenever they may come,of their own free will and without any coercion whatever, to the Spanish
colonies, to work there for a sum freely agreed upon by them.

I avail, Ste.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZA’V’ALA.

 

No. 303.

Lord Howcle‘n to the Earl of Olarendon.—-(Recez”ved November 15.)

(Extract) lVIadrid, November 10, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, transla-tion of a note I have received from the‘Minister for Foreign Affairs ofHer Catholic Majesty, in answer to a communication I made by your

Lordship’s order, announcing the introduction lately of large bodies ofBozal negroes into Cuba, and 'that the Traffic was carried on at thismoment With more audacity than ever. ‘
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Inclosure in No. 303.

General meM to Lord Howden.

('l‘ransiation.)

My Lord, Madrid, November 2, 1855.

IN reply to your Lordship’e note of the 27th ultimo, I hare the honour
to state that, in my notes of the 25th and the 726th of Se tember, I gave to

your Lordship most correct information as to the goo results which the
great vigilance and energy of the Captain-General of the Island of Cuba
is producing, and which are remarkably at variance with the reports
which your Lordship now transmits to me of a recent importation of
slaves. Your Lordship, therefore, Will not be surprised at my enter-
taining some doubts as to the correctness of this latter infornmtion, and
at my referring the matter to the Colonial Office, to which 1 have sent a
translation of your Lordship’s note, for the purpose of ascertaining

whether the aforesaid reports are to be admitted as correct ones, orrejected

as exaggerated or devoid of foundation. I consequently wait to give your
Lordship a full reply on the subject until I have received the required
information; although I can and am bound at once to assure your

Lordship that the Government of Her Majesty the Queen my Sovereign,
prompted by the most philanthropic feelings. is taking, and will continue
to take, energetic measures for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves.

, I avail, 8L0.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 304.

Lord Hmudcn to the Earl of Clwvndom—(Receivcd November 22.)

My Lord, lilatlrid, November 17, 1855.

IN conformity with the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s

despatch of the 22nd ultimo, respecting the landing of 510 Bozai negroea

at San Cayetano, in the Island of Cuba, I addressed a note to the

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Her Catholic Majesty, calling his Excel-

lency’s immediate attention to the circumstances of the case.
I have received from his Excellency, in reply, the note translationof

which I have the honour herewith to inclose, by which your Lordship will

see that the Direction of the Colonies have not received, any intelligence

respecting the circumstances above referred to, but that orders have been

sent to the Captain-Gencral of Cuba. to furnish the Government of Her

Catholic Majesty with a report upon the subject. '
I have, 8m.

(Signed) ‘ HOWDEN;

 

Inclosurc in No. 304.

General Zawla to Lord Howden.

(Translation) ' e - ,

"My Lord, fizlddricl, November 15, 71855.

AS I had already the honour of announcing to your Lordship, I'

transmitted, by the Queen’s command, and under date of the 2nd ihstaut,

to the Colonial Office, requesting its information upon the _ suhject in

question, your Lordship’s note relative to :1 recent importation into the

Island of Cuba. of 510 Bozo] 'negroes, who were, landed at the. port of San

Cayetauo. , . .- - _

The Colonial Office has replied that no information whatsoever _ exnsts

in that office upon the Subject; and that, under date ef. the 6th instant,

the Royal Order relative to the same, and your Lordship’s aforesaid note.

CLASS B.
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have been transcribed to the Governor and Captain-General of the afore-
said Island, directing this functionary to ascertain and report what truth
there may be in this denunciation.

I hasten to communicate the above to your Lordship, and avail, 8L0.
(Signed) JUAN 'DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 305.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Oflce, November 24, 1855.
I HAVE to inform your Lordship that I transmitted to Mr. Crawford,

Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, for his information, and for any
observations that he might have to make thereupon, a copy of Mr. Otway’s
despatch of the 24th of July last, inciosihg a copy of a note from General
Zavala, calling in question the accuraey of the statement contained in
Mr. Crawford’s despatch of the 24th of November, 1854, Which reported
the disembarkation at the Ensenada de Cochinos and at Puntas Nuevas
of three cargoes of Africans, amounting in all to about 1,800.

I now inclose, for your Lordship’s information, and for such use as
you may consider it expedient to make thereof, a copy of Mr. Crawford’s
reply upon this matter.* ‘

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 306?

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, November 26, 1855.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, and for communication

to the Spanish Government, a copy of a despatchlr Which I have received
from Mr. Crawford, &c., stating that he has informed the Captain—General
of an expected landing of negroes at I’unta de Cartas, Which informa-
tion has been confirmed by a report which the Captain-General received
from the Brigadier Don Joaquim Morales de Rada, the officer employed
by his Excellency for the suppression of $lave Trade.

I am, &0. '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 307.

The Earl of Clarendon tq Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, December 18. 1855.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copies of

time despatches: Which I have received from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s
Consul-Geueral at Havana, inclosing copies of his correspondence With the
Captain-General of Cuba, respecting alleged disembarkations of slaves on
the south coast of that island. ‘

In communicating the substance of these despatches to the Spanish
Minister for Foreign Affairs, your Lordship will state to his Excellency
that Her Majesty’s Government entirely concur in the observations Which
Mr. Crawford has made in the iuclosed despatch of the 3lst ultimo, upon
the complaint brought forward by General Concha, in his letter of the 30th
of October, as to the facility with Which Mr. Crawford gives credence to
accusations injurious to the honour and tried reputation of the Spanish
authorities of Cuba.

* No. 379. 1* No. 380. 11: Nos. 382 and 388.
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For as long as it is impossible, as it notoriously is, for a single

suspicious white man to enter Cuba, without being detected by the

Lieutenant-Governors or their subordinates, it is but fair that those

authorities should be made answerable for the fact that, in violation of the

laws and Treaties of Spain, so many hundreds of negroes are introduced

into the island every month, with the greatest facility, and} are seldom

brought to light or captured.
' I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 308.

The Eaa'l of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign O_fiice, December 20, 1855. '

I TRANSMI'I‘ herewith copies of two despatches“ Which I have

received from Mr. Crawford, 810., reporting that, at the end of October,

516 Africans were landed at San Lazaro del Granadillo, from on board a

brigantine called the “ Midas.”
I have to instruct your Lordship to communicate the facts of this

landing to General Zavala, with reference to the assertions contained in

his letters to Mr. Otway of the 25th and 28th of September, and of the 9th

of October, stating that the repression of the Slave Trade had never been

so vigorously and effectively pursued in Cuba asIat present.
' am, 820.

(Signed) , CLARENDON.
 

N0. 309.

The Earl ‘of Clarendon to Lord Howden.‘

My Lord, ’ Foreign Oflice, December 21, 1855.

\VITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the unchecked

importation of slaves into Cuba, I transmit to your Lordship herewith,

for your information, copy of a despatch 1' from Mr. Crawford, &c.,

stating that notwithstanding the attempt of the Spanish Government to

cail in question the cerreetness of his information, in some cases in Which

he has made communications respecting the introduction of slaves and the

connivance of the Spanish authorities, yet sufficient evidence of the trust-

worthiness of his reports is to be found in the following facts—namely,

that the numbers of slaves employed upon the estates in Cuba have been

kept up; that many new" sugar plantations have been formed and supplied

With African labourers; and that, upon the Whole, the boasted activity

and vigilance of General Concha have failed remarkably in producing any

beneficial effect towards the suppression of Slave Trade. ‘

Your Lordship Will take an opportunity of conveying these remarks

of Mr. Crawford to the-knowledge 0f the Spanish Government. . ,
I am, &c. ’

(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

. No. 310. I

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

(Extract) Foreign Ofice, January 5, 1856.

‘ WITH reference to the ease of the Spanish barque “Fernando Po,”

Which was detained at Accra in Augustlast by Her Majesty’s. ships

“ Minx” and “ Dolphin,” and was taken to Sierra Leone for adjudication

* Nos. 390 and 392. 1- N0. 39].
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hefere the Mixed British and Spanish Commission Court in. that Colony,
I transmit herewith a copy of the judgmentgt pronounced by that: Court
on the 30th of October, stating that there was ground for the detention
of the “Fernando Po,” though not for her condemnation, and deciding
that she should be restored to her owner without costs or damages
consequent upon her seizure and detention.

 

No. 311.

Lord Hawden to 1129 Earl Q'f' CIarmuZa-n.-—(Received Jnmmty 14.)

My 'Lord, flfflzcla'id, January 4, 1856.
IN conformity with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s

despatch of the 20th ultimo, I comm unionized to General Zavala the report
that your Lordship had received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General
in Cuba of the landing, at the end of October last, of 516 Africans at San
Lazaro del Granadillofrom on board a brigantine caller] the “.Midas.”

I have received from his Excellency, in acknowledgment, the note a
translation of which I have thehouour tq inclose.

I have, &C.
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in No. 311.

General Zara?” 1‘0 Lard Hmrden.

(Translation)

Most Excellent Sir, Madrid, January 2, 1856.
IN reply to your Excellency's note dated the 27th of December last,

I have the honour to state 110 your Excellency that the Colonial Office has
been requested to furnish this First Secretary of State’s Office with any
information it may possess; an the subject mentioned in the aforesaid note,
of the landing, in the Island of Cuba, of 516 Africans, which is supposed
to have been made at San Lazaro (Icl (immdillo from on‘ board a brig
called “B/l’idas.”

When I receive the required infm'mation, I shall give your lilxcellency
a definitive answer on the subject.

_ I avail, &c.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 312.

Lord Hmrr/Pn to the Earl of Clarendmw.—-—(Receired January 16.)

My Lord, Madrid, January 9, 1856.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s desPateh to Mr. Otway 0f the

4th of July last,'|' I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship,
herewith, translation of a note which I have received from General Zavala,
stating that every care and precaution will be adeptcd by the Captain-
General ofCuba to ascertain the number and ameliorate the fate of the
‘emancipados in that island.

, I have, 8L0.
(Signed ) HOWDEN

 

* Class A. Inclnsnre in No. 7. 1- N0. 284.
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Inclosure in No. 312.

General Zamlvla to Lord Honeclm.

(Translation)

Most Excellent Sir, ‘ Madrid, January 4, 1856.

SO soon as I received Mr. Otway's note dated the 10th July of last

year, I wrote to the Colonial Office, desiring to be furnished. with every

possible information upon the subject to which it refers; and having at

last received this information, I _'hasten to reply to the aforesaid commu-

nication, according to the official letter from the Captain-G-eneral of Cuba

which has been transcribed to me by the Colonial Office.

Although it is a matter of difficulty to watch over the fate of upwards

of 1.4,00011egr0es who have been emancipated since 1825, and it is possible,-

therefore, that some abuses, such as those which are denounced in the

aforesaid note, may have been committed ; nevertheless, the accusations

against the authorities of the Island of "f111sz which are involved in the

note in question cannot be admitted.

The authorities of Cuba have always watched over the fate of the

emancipados, and the present Captaiu-G‘eneral devotes his most special

' care to this matter.
‘Vith the system which he has established it will become possible, and

even easy, to ascertain the true number of the emancipados who are still

living; all, or the greatest part, of the abuses which, may have taken

place, owing to different circfimstances, will be found out and remedied ;

and proper care will be taken that they be not repeated. in future.

' I avail, &c. ‘

(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

N0. 313.

Lord Homden to the Earl qf Clrn‘mulon.4—(Recehred January ‘24.) ‘ ;

My Lord, fiIud'rid, January 18, 1856.

IHAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship translation of a

note which I have received from Her Catholic Majesty’s Minister for

Foreign Affairs, as well as an answer which the tenour 0f the communig

cation induced me to make. ' ‘
l have, 8:0. I

( Si gned) I-IOW'DEN.

 

IllClOSlvll‘O l in No. 313.

General me/u to Lord Hmm/en.

(Translatim)

Most Excellent Sir, . .l:I(/.(l:id,,January 16, l856. "

HER Majesty the (Queen, my august Sovereign, being desirous of

cenlzrihnting in an efficient and permanent manner to the progress of the

Catholic religion, and to the diffusion of civilization which this religion

carries along with it, in the Islands of the Gulf 01"Gi1in'ea, has determined

to establish in the " ex—Convent of San Pascual at Aranjuez, a College,

especially destined for the education of children barn in the aforesaid

islands.
At the same time, and in order to begin at once carrying this pious

work into execution, Her Majesty has been pleased to commission the

clergyman, Don Miguel Martinez )' Sanz, President of the Mission which

is about to start for Fernando P0, to send to Spain, in the same ship

which is to convey the mission to the aforesaid Island, from 36 to 40 negro

lads, accompanied by the clergyman Don Emeterio Soria, attached to the

parish of Santa Cruz, in this capital. , '
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Consequently, Her Majesty’s Government wishes and confidently
expects that the Government of the nation of which your Excellency is so
worthy a Representative, Will have the goodness to issue the proper
orders to the British cruizers, to the effect that in case they should fall in
with the schooner “ Leonor” alias “ Desengafio,” belonging to Don Pablo
Alzara, a citizenof Valencia, which is the vessel appointed to convey to
Spain the aforesaid neephytes, they may abstain from opposing any impedi-
ment Whatever to her voyage, which they might otherwise possibly do,
mistaking her for' one of those vessels which are engaged in the Slave
Trade.

On having the honour of communicating the above to your Excellency,
I avail, 8:0. ' V '

' I avail, 810.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

Inclosure 2 in‘No. 313. V

Lord Howden to General Zavala.

Sir, ' Mad'rid, January 18, 1856.
I HAVE received your Excellency’s esteemed note of the ‘16th

instant, announcing a pious mission to the Island of Fernando Po, and
requesting that the cruizers of Her BritannicA/Iajesty may be instructed
not to interfere with the vessels carrying the yoimg negroes intended to
be educated in Spain. , ‘ ' '

Although I cannot conceive in What way danger can be apprehended
for vesSels sailing (as the vessels of which your Excellency speaks doubt-
lessly will), With papers in order and under circun'étances wholly different
from those of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, I shall not lose a
moment in transmitting your Excellency’s communication to my Govern-
ment, feeling well convinced that, sofar from Wishing to obstruct, they
Will be earnestly desirous for the success of any act or association whose
aim is the civilization of Africa; and the more so as neither they nor I
can doubt that one of the first objects of this religious mission under the
immediate protection of Her Catholic Majesty’s Government must be to
discourage by every means in its power the prosecution of the Trade in
Slaves, Which, precisely on the scene ef the future labours of these
venerable individuals, has so long darkened there the brilliancy of the
Spanish flag. ' ' v ,

I avail, &c. .
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

No. 314.

The Eavl 0f Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, Jammy 30, 1856.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th of January, inclosing

a copy of ' a letter from the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs,
v stating that the Spanish Government wish to ”bring from Fernando P0 to
Spain 30 or 40 African lads, Who are intended to be educated in a
seminary at Aranjuez, and requesting that the commanders of Her
Majesty’s cruizers on the West African Station may be instructed not to
obstruct the voyage of the vessel in Which these negroes are to be
conveyed to Spain. v

I transmit herewith, for your Lordsship’s information, a copy of a
letter which has been adtiressed by my direction to the Admiralty,
requesting that instructions may he sent to the Commander-in-chief on
the West African Station With regard to the above-mentioned application
from the Spanish Government.

In communicating to General Zavaia the substance of the inclosed
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letter, you Will point out to his Excellency that if, before these instructions
reach the Commander—in-chief, a, British cruizer should fall in with the

vessel conveying the negroes in question to Spain, it will be scarcely

possible for her Commander to distinguish between such a conveyance of
negroes and an ordinary slave-trading operation.

I am, &c. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure in No. 314.

Lord Wodehouse to the Secretary of the Admiralty. V

Sir, - Foreign Oflice, January 30, 1856.

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you, for the

consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,’ the accom-

panying copy of a despatch from Lord Howden, Her Majesty’s Minister

at Madrid, stating that the Spanish Government wish to bring from

Fernando P0 to Spain, on board the schooner “ Leonor,” alias “ Desen-

gafio,” 30 or 40 African lads, who are intended to be educated in' a.

seminary at Aranjuez ; and I am to request that you Will move the Lords

of the Admiralty to transmit copies of Lord HoWden’s despatch, and of its

inclOsures, to the Commander'-in-chief on the West African Station, With

instructions to report his opinion thereupon, and also in order that he

.may act in the manner that he may think best under the circumstances of

the case, if he, or any of the cruizers under his command, should meet

With a vessel, corresponding in an particulars With the statement con-

tained in the inclosed letter from the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs

to Lord Howden.
I am, Ste. 1

(Signed) WODEHOUSE. -

 

No. 315.

Lord Howden to the Earl of CIarendo-n.-(Received Jammy 31.)

My Lord, Zliadrid, January 22, 1856, .

1N obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 18th ultimo, I addressed a note to General Zavala, communicating

to his Excellency Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s despatch of 31st October

last, and its inclosures, respecting alleged disembarkations of slaves on the

south~east coast of the Havana. ' ‘ <

His Excellency has sent me the communication in acknowledgment,

translation of Which I have the honour herewith to inclose.
" I have,- &c.'

‘ (Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in 7No.‘ 315}

' V General Zavala to Lord Howden.

(Translation.) ' ' '

‘Most EXcellent Sir, I Madrid, January 19, 1856.

I HEREWITH return to your Excellency the papers which your

Exaellency transmitted to me 1n your courteous note, of the 28th of

December last, of which, as well as of the aforesaid papers, I have sent a

copy to the Colonial Office, requesting the proper information upon the

subject mentioned therein, in order to be enabled to give to your Excel-

lency adefinitive answer thereupon. I‘m‘the meantime I cannot‘abstain

from stating that Mr. Crawford’s argument, Which your Excellency .is

pleased to repeat, has no force; becauee if the Whites should take, in
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order to escape being detected, the same precautions which will probably
be taken with regard to the negroes, they would undoubtedly escape
detection. On the other hand, Bozai negroes cannot be compared with
free persons who arrive at the island; they can only be assimilated to
illegal merchandize, or any other unlawful articles which are imported by
contraband trade; and your Excellency is well aware of the large quanti—
ties of contraband goods Which are imported into Spain and her Colonies,
in spite of the zeal With which the contraband trade is persecuted, and of
the great interest which the Government of Her Majesty the Queen, my
Sovereign, has in preventing it.

I avail, 8w.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA'.

 

No. 316.

AI. Comyn to the Earl of Clumnclqn.~—(Rebcivecl Feln'umy 6.)

('l‘ranslation.)

My Lord, Spanish Legation, February 2, 1856.

THE Rev. Don Miguel Martinez Sanz, President of the Spanish
Catholic Mission established in Fernando Po, who is now in Madrid, has
been directed by Her Majesty the Queen, my august Sovereign, on his
return to that island on board the Spanish schooner “Leonor” alias
“Desengafio,” to embark on that vessel 30 or 40 youths and grown
persons, natives of the island, who are to be conveyed to Spain, in order
to be educated in a college which the piety of my august Sovereign has
caused to be founded in her Royal domain of Aranjuez, especially intended
for the education of the natives of the Gulf of Guinea.

Her Majesty has, at the same time, arranged that these neophytes
should be under the care and direction of the Rev. Don Emeterio dc
Sofia, of Madrid, who is nominated for this purpose.

Her Majesty’s Government has commanded me to make known to
your Excellency this determination, and in having the honour to fulfil
that duty, I have also the honour to request the Government of Her
Britanuic Majesty to be pleased, on its part, to adopt measures such as
it may consider proper, to the effect that this shipment, whose object is to
carry religion and civilization into those barbarous countries, may not be
confounded by the British cruizers employed in those waters, With those
which are engaged in the criminal Traffic in Slaves.

_In this view Her Britannic Majesty’s Government will, perhaps,
consider it prudent, in addition to the instructions which it may think
proper to be given to the British Consuls in the ports where the vessel
may put in, that the Governor of Sierra Leone should furnish to the
Captain of the schooner “ Leonor” a document which may protect him
against all search, and inquiry.

In soliciting this service from Her Britannic Majesty’s Government,
I do not for one moment doubt that it will gladly hasten to take the most
efficacious steps for avoiding any obstacle being opposed on its part to
the benevolent intentions of my august Sovereign.

[k I take, 8w. .
(Signed) JUAN S. COMYB.

 

No. 317.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howde'n.

My Lord, Foreign Oflicc, February 6, 1856.
‘ WITH reference to my despatch of the 20th of December Iast,i
mclosc, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch’x‘ from

* No. 398.
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Mr. Crawford, 8m, reporting the result of the investigation instituted by

the Captain-General of Cuba, with regard to the landing of a cargo of

Bezel J‘zegroes at Granadillo, in the month of October last.
I am, 8w

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 318.

The Earl of Clarendon to M. Comyoz.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, February 9, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

2nd instant, requesting that the necessary instructions may be given by

Her Majesty’s Government to prevent any interference on the part of

British cruizers With the Spanish vessel “Leonor,” alias “Desengafio,”

which has been engaged by Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to

bring from Fernando P0 to Spain, 30 or 40 negro lad's who are intended

to be educated in a seminary at Aranjuez. ’ '
And, in reply, I beg leave to acquamt you that I have already

received, through Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, a similar application

fmm the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, and. that instructions there-

upon have been sent to Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po, and to the

Eommander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the \Vest African

Qtation.
I am, &c.

(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.

 

No. 319.

Lard Howrlen to the Earl of Clarendan.=_-—(Received February 15.)

My Lord, Madrid, February 9, 1856.

\VITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 30th ultimo

I have the honour herewith to inclose translation of the answer which

I have received from General Zavala to my communication to his

Excellency, informing ’him of the substance of the instructions sent

by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to the Commander—in-chief

of the \Vest African Station, with regard to the immunity of the vessel

conveying negroes from Fernando Po and Annabon [for education at

Aranjuez. .
I have, &C.

(Signed) HO‘VDEN .

Inclosure in No. 319.

General Zavala to Lord Howden.

(Translation)

Most Excellent Sir, Madrid, February 7, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which

your Excellency has been pleased to address to me on the '5th instant,

informing me that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty has issued

the proper instructions to the Commander-in-chief on the West African

Station, to the effect that the Spanish schooner “Leonor,” which is to

convey to the peninSula the negro neophytes proceeding from the Isiand

0f Fernando Po, destined to receive a Christian education in the Convent

of San Pascual at Aranjuez, may meet with no impediment whatever in

her voyage, by her being mistaken for one of the vessels, engaged in the

reprobated Traffic in Slaves.
CLASS B.
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I request vour Excellency will have the goodness to convey to your
Government the thanks of that of Her Catholic Majesty, for the efficiency
with which it has contributed to the accomplishment of so pious a project
and so useful to the unfortunate creatures in whose behalf it has been
planned.

I avail, 850.
(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 320.

Lord I-Iowden to the Earl pf Clm~endon.—(Receivecl fiIarc/L 14.)

(Extract) , Madrid, thm-y 23, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to iuclose a translation of a note which 1 havereceived from Her Catholic Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign

Afi'airs, in answer to one (copy of which I also transmit) founded on yourLordship’s despatch of the 6th instant, announcing the capture of 31 Bozal
Africans in Granadillo in the Island of Cuba.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 320.

Lord Howde-n to General Zavala.

Sir, i-‘Wuclr'icl, February 12, 1856.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency of a fact which Will,

doubtlessly, give great satisfaction to Her Catholic Majesty’s Government,
namely, that a Commissioner being sent by the Captain-General of Cuba
to investigate the affair of the landing of a cargo of Bozal negroes at a
place called Granadillo, the result has been the capture of 31 of them, and
the suspension of all the principal authorities of the place, who are thus
subjected to a criminal prosecution before the Royal Audiencia. This act
of vigour, 0n the part of the Governor—General, deserves all the praise that
it has received in England, and the still more grateful approbation which
will be, most indubitably, given to his Excellency by the Spanish Govern-
ment.

In justice to Mr. Crawford, who has been so frequently the subject of
blame in the notes which I have had the honour, on various occasions, to
receive from your Excellency, I must state that it was through the
English Consul-General that the Commissioner, Colonel Llorente, obtained
the clue to the discoveries he was enabled to make, without which thatofficer would, most probably, have returned to Havana without any
information at all, and would necessarily (and with perfect good faith, as
far as he himself was concerned) have reported that the disembarkation
was an illusion of Mr. Crawford, or an invention of his correspondents,and that the authorities of the place had been calumniously accused.

I avail, 8L0.
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

‘ Inclosure 2 in No. 320.

General Zavala to Lord I-Iowden.
(Translation) ' . .
Most Excellent Sir, ', Madrid, February 20,1856.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency of the true satisfaction
with Which Her Majesty’s Government has perused the note of the 12thinstant, wherewith your Excellency is pleased to announce to me the
seizure of 31 Bezel negroes, which took place at Granadillo (Island of
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Cuba), as well as the suspension and criminal prosecution of the authori-

ties of that place, in consequence of the measures adopted for that purpose

by the Governor and Captain—General of the island, whose Commissioner,

Colonel Llorente, was assisted in his discoveries by the revelation of the

British Consul, Mr. Crawford. ' V
I‘can even say that the case in question has 'been the cause of a

double satisfaction, since whilst it has procured a very great one, as your

Lordship states, to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, that of the

Queen, my Sovereign, cannot but see With pleasure that our old and

faithful ally does justice to the zeal, vigour, and loyalty with Which

Treaties are fulfilled. Your Excellency is well aware that the exaggera-

tion of certain humanitary ideas has prompted some respectable statesmen

in England to set forth the most serious accusations and complaints

against the Spanish Government, by supposing that now, in the middle of

the nineteenth century, it protects, although by indirect and secret means,

the Slave Trade, and authorises the disembarkation of slaves in its traDS«

Atlantic possessions with the same eagerness as when, in former times, it

granted, under the name of “ asiento,” the privilege of the Traffic in

Slaves to certain foreign companies which undertook to provide for that

part of American colonization. Occurrences iike the above-mentioned

one at Granadillo would convince your Excellency, even if your Excellency

did not already entertain this conviction, that the aforesaid. accusations

are utterly unfounded; since between the wishes of philanthropists and

our conduct in the matter in question, there is no other diti'erencethan the

one which must necessarily exist betWeen the generousand free aspirations;

of individual feeling, and the sacred duties of those who are bound to

conciliate this same feeling with the good administration of nations by the

difficult path of practice, without destroying old standing and respectable

interests.
I avail, 8m.

(Signed) JUAN DE ZAVALA.

 

No. 321.

The Earl of ClaTendon to Lord Howtlen.

My Lord, Foreign Qflice, March 14, 1856.

V I TRANSE'IIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a

despatcifii and its; inciosure, from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Commis-

sary Judge at the Havana, containing a report upon the Slave Trade in

the Island of Cuba during the year 1855.
’ I am, &C.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 322.

31’. Gonzalez to the. Earl of Clarendon.—-—(.Receivecl March 20.)

My Lord, Logacion de Espafia, 19_ de fifarzo, 1856.

CON arreglo a ias estipulaciones' del Tratado de 28 de Junio de 1835,

y en Virtud del Articulo I del Reglamento que forma parte integrante del

mismo, e1 Gobierno de la Reina, mi augusta Soberana, ha tenido‘ a bien

nombrar a Don Gumersiudo Ogea, Vice—Cénsul de Espana en Sierra Leone,

Arbitro del Tribunal Mixto establecido in aquelia Colonia.

A1 tener la. honra de participar a vuestra Excelencia dicho nombra-

miento, en cumplimiento de las 6rdenes que he recibido de mi Gobierno,

me cabe la de reiterar,'&c.
(Firmado) ANTO. GONZALEZ.

'4“ Class A, No. 45.
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(Translation)

My Lord, Spanish Legation, May 19, 1856.

IN accordance with the stipulations of the Treaty of the 28th of
June, 1835, and in conformity with the lst Article of the Regulations
annexed to the said Treaty, the Government of the Queen my August
Sovereign has been pleased to appoint Don Gumersindo Ogea, the Spanish
Vice-Consul in Sierra Leone, to be Arbitrator in the Mixed Tribunal
established in that Colony.

In communicating this appointment to your Excellency in accordance
with the orders which I have received from my Government, I have, (Sac.

(Signed) ANTO. GONZALEZ,
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No; 323“

ConsquGe-ne’ral C‘m-zqford to file Earl of C‘Iarmdonrnmece‘ived: April 5.)

(Extract) V Havana, February 27,1855.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despateh dated the 15th ultimo,alt in which your Lordship has been
pleased to signify your high approval of my opposition tothe arrange-
ment of the Messrs. Goicouria, of this place, with the Government of
Mexico, for the purchase of the penal services of the prisoners who ha.
been made in the war which is being carried on in Yucatan With the
Indians of that province. '

I have used my best endeavours with his Excellency General Concha
to induce him to oppose the introduction of such colonists, and Ih‘ave
found every disposition on his part to investigate the circumstances under
which the Indians continue to he brought from Yucatan by G'oicouria and
(30., but they have hitherto succeeded in satisfying the authorities "here
that the said colonists have been contracted willingly, and were" not
prisoners of war, but free to enter into arrangements of their own accord;

‘ I am, nevertheless, exceedingly doubtful upon the subject, and informa?
tion respecting those brought by the schooner “ Maria Jacinto,” and brigan-
tine “Anita,” as well as with regard to those expected by the Mexican
brig “ Yucateco,” from Rio Lagartos, is quite at variance with what has
been made to appear after the interrogation of those unfortunate people,
upon the arrival of the two first-named vessels. , t , ..

 

No. 324.

Consul-General Oraugford to the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Received April 5.)

My Lord, ‘ , Havana, March 1, 1855.

IN obedience to the instruction which I have had'the honour of
receiving from your Lordship in your despatch dated the 29th of
Januaryfir I have expressed to General Coneha the satisfaction with which
Her Majesty’s Government have learned the adoption of the measure
which I did ‘myself the honour of reporting to your Lordshipiu my
despatch of the 2lst of December last, directing that the owners of all the
slaves in the island are to provide their slaves with pass-tickets, which
are to be issued and registered by_ the proper authorities, and to be
renewed halfoyearly ; and that Her L'Iajesty’s Government trust that that
measure will be followed by‘others calculated to carry fully into effect the
provisions of the Royal Decrees of March 22, 1-854. ' . ‘ ‘

His Excellency received this expression of Her Majesty’s GoVernment
with evident satisfaction, and authorised me to repeat to your Lordship
his unalterable determination to put an end to the SlaveTrade by every
means in his power. ' '

' I have, &C. . y' '
(Signed) ‘ JCS. T. CRA’VVFORD.
 

* Class B, presented 185:3, No.’537. 1‘ Ibid., No. 541.
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No. 325.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clare-ndon.——(Received April 5.)

(Extract) . ‘ Havana, March 7, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of acquainting your Lordship that the Mexican
brig “ Yucateco” arrived here on the 28th ultimo from Rio de Lagartos,
bringing 87 colonists, under the arrangement of Messrs. Goicouria with the
Mexican Government, and, according to what I stated to your Lordship
in my despatch dated the 22nd ultimo,at I applied to the Captain-General,
requesting that other interpreters of the Maya idiom should be employed
to interrogate those new arrivals, and I submitted the names of three
persons for that purpose, who had been recommended to me for such
service, suggesting that two of the said interpreters should be present, so
as to make sure of a faithful performance of their duties. ‘

I have the satisfaotim‘i of reporting to your Lordship that General
' Concha has been pleased to acCede to my solicitation, and has appointed
an Agent of the Government, With the necessary interpreters, to attend to
this most interesting matter, the result of Which I shall not fail to report
to your Lordship. ' ' '

 

No. 326.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Recéived April 5.)

(EXtract.) Havana, Illarch 10, 1855.

. THE despatch and inclosure which I have the honour of transmitting
herewith to your Lordship I received this morning by the mail from
Mexico, it having been sent to me by Mr. Doyle, Her Majesty’s Minister,
under flying seal.

, In my despatch of the 7th instant I reported to your Lordship
that General Concha had acceded to my request for the interrogatiOn
0f the Indians Who arrived by the Mexican brig “Yucateco” by inter-
preters suggested by me, but that measure has not produced the good
result which I hoped for. - i . i

The interpreters are restricted to a certain formula of interrogatories,
and no cross-questioning allowed. ‘

Mr.Sansores, the interpreter who was called in upon the occasion,
informs me that the unfortunate Indians by the “Yucateco ” were; he has
no doubt, prisoners of war, and were forced to come as colonists under
intimidation; that he (M1‘.Sansores) is a native of Yucatan, is, 01‘ was, the
owner of lands there, and is thoroughly conversant with the nature,
character, and innate IOVe of their native haunts, and he assures me that
even a very large sum of money (he speaks, of course, as to what to them
would 'be a large amount) would not induce the Indians to emigrate: he
therefore is of opinion that not one of ' them can be found who would
willingly contract to serVe for'Wages any person or persons under any
circumstances which would oblige the Indian to embark, and perform his
contract-in a foreign country. ‘

‘I'have this eyening had an interview With his Excellency the Captain-
General, and I have intimated to him the substance ‘of the new arrange—
ment which, Mr. Doyle has been informed, the Agent of Goicouria and
Zangronis has effected with the Mexican Government for the wild Indians
on the northern frontier, and Which, he believes, includes the prisoners
from all the jails in Mexico. V ' ’ ‘

His Excellency could not but express his surprise, but I Was not
prepared to state positively the last part of this extraordinary bargain,
Which relates to the prisoners in Mexico of all descriptions. I must,

9‘ Class B, presented 185:3, No. 554.
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therefore, wait .for further information from Mr. Doyle before I can, in a ,
more oificialmanner, represent this matter to General Concha; but in the

mean time—I—e‘anuot refrain from expressing my opinion to your Lordship
that, such is the want of labouring hands here in Cuba, every chance will
be afforded to the parties Who are interested in these contracts for success—

fully introducing their Victims, and that, therefore, unless Mr. Doyle can
succeed in getting them annulled by the orders of the Mexican. Govern-

ment, the worst consequences of such barbarity will be realised, and the

enslavement of much of theMexican population be inevitable.
It is matter for the serious consideration of Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment, as well as of all civilized‘nations, at once to interfereand put a

stop to, this newly-invented trade in human flesh, Which otherwise will
devastate Yucatan and all the northern provinces of Mexico;

 

No. 327.

The Earl of C‘ldréndén to Consul—Geneml Orawfbrd.

Sir, , , ' , Foreign Oflice, April 15,1855;

I TRANSMIT herewith, fer your information, a copy of a des’patch*
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Ministerat Madrid, stating

that the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed him that the

authorities of Cuba have seized, and declared to be free, 257 negroes, who

were landed in or near the Isle of Pines, and 273 who were found in the

jurisdiction of Bahia Honda. ' '
I am, &0. . '

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 328.

The Earl qf-Cltn‘endmtto Consul-Géneral Crawford.

' Sir, v ‘ ‘ Foreign Ofice, April 16,|I855.

VWITH reference to my despatch to you of the '27th September,

1854;? respecting the 1:)rejudicial effect which the Spanish Decrees of

March 22, 1854, are 1i_ke]y to have upon the interests of, the Yucatan

immigrantsjnto Cuba,'I now transmit to you a copy of ade'spatch: which

I have received from Her Majesty’s Minister 'at Madrid, inclosing a COpy

of aletteraddressed to him on the .12th ultimo by the Spanish Minister

for Foreign Affairs, stating the reasons why the Spanish Government

cannot consent tothe request which was addressed to them by Her

MajeSty’s Government through Lord Howdeu, that certain modifications .

Should be introduced into the Royal Decrees in question. _, _, ' ' _

And I have to observe to you that this decision of the Spanish Governe,

,ment will render increased Vigilance necessary on the part, of British

functionaries in Cuba respecting the importation of Yucatan Indians into

that island. ‘ 7 g , ' . 7

, ' I am,‘&c.
(Signed) V CLARENDON.

 

' No. 329.

= The Earl of Clarendon: t0 Consul—Geneml Crawford.

» Foreign 019206; April 17, 1855,

I HAVE to inform you that I transmitted copies of your despatches

of December 30, 1854, land of February I, 1855,§ 'to HeriMlajesty’s

Minister at Madrid, with instructions to bring to the notice 'of the

' 1* Class B, presented 1855, No.450. + Ibid., No.504. ;: No. 274,
. § Class B, presented 1855, Nos. 544 and 5:30.
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Spanish Government the statements contained thereiii as to the condi-
tion of the Cuban emancipados. And I now transmltto you, for your
information, a copy of a despatclfi" which. I have received from Lord
Howden, inclosing (L note addressed to him_on the 29th ultimo bythc
Spanish Minister for Foreign Ali'airs, m Wthil Ins Excellency promises
that the condition of the cmancipados shall be inquired into.

1 am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 330.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Ge-new'al Crawford.

(Extract) ForeignvOfice, April 18, 1855.

I ’I‘RANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a
letter communicating particulars respecting the landing of a. cargo of
slaves at St. Jago de Cuba in December last, from a steamer under
Spanish colours, called the “ Tayaba.”

 

Inclosurc in No. 330.

3/113 ——-———— to the Earl of Clarendon.

My Lord, April 3, 1855.

AS one of the Witnesses who gave evidence before a Committee of the
House of Commons on the subject of the Slave Trade Treaties, and
believing that Her Majesty’s Government would like to be informed of
any weIl-vautheyticated instances of a direct violation of those Treaties, I
venture to bring under your Lordship’s notice the following case :

The ship “ Isabel,” of Liverpool, John E. Lapworth, commander,
foundered at sea on the 20th of December last. The captain and his crew.
were saved in their own long-boat and gig, and were taken, in tow by the
slave-steamer “Tagaba,” the name painted on the outer side of the paddle-
boxes, under Spanish colours, about thirty-five miles south of St. Jago de
Cuba. The captain of the steamer hailed them in English, and said that
he could not receive them on board, as he had a. cargo of slaves, fearing,
if he did so, that the authorities might put the vessel, in quarantine. He
supplied the boat’s crew with provisions, and on the same day landed
them at Manzinilio, in Cuba. He then proceeded to his port of destination.

After remaining six days at Manzinillo, the captain proceeded to
St. Jago de Cuba, and from thence he went in the same steamer, the
“ fi'ayaba,“ to Batamanno. ' ‘

It may, I think, be inferred that tho ‘ slaves, crowded on the deck of
the steamer, were landed at St. Jago de Cuba; and the apprehension of
being placed in quarantine implies that the authorities regarded the
steamer loaded with slaves as’ a legitimate trader.

I have, Sac. ’
(Signed)

 

No. 331.

C‘Dneul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of C'larendon.-—-(.Received April 19.)

My 110M, ' Havana, March 27, 1855.
.EQOME ten days ago the British Vice-Consul at Cardenas reportedthet 1t wasfirumoured there that a landing of Bozal negroes had beencfiected at 51011721 Morena, and that parties had been sent off by land and

*5 No. 275.
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sea, by orders from the Lieutenant-Governor, to capture the negroes, and

if possible, intercept the slayer.
Subsequently Mr. Bell informed me that it was a false alarm, and his

intelligence has been confirmed by the Captain-General; but the Vice-
Consul stating that he had reason to believe the intelligence had only
been anticipated, for that, in reality, a siaver is expected to land her

cargo at Sierra Morena er Punta de Tejas, I have communicated the

circumstance to Captain Thompson, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Vestal,” who

has ordered :1 cruizer to be watchful of that part of the coast.
His Excellency the Captain-General has received intelligence of a

landing which is said to have taken place at the Ensenadade los Cochinos,
respecting which he informs me that he has dictated the most stringent
persecution of all parties concerned, but as yet he has not received the
result.

I have not heard of any expeditions to the slave-coast of Africa, or to

the Mozambique Channel, for some time past; and I have reason to believe
that General Concha has been using his best endeavours to create an
alteration of the public opinion against the Slave Trade, which, should it
become general, will do much towards its discontinuance.

 

“I have, 8L0.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

No.332,

Consul—General Co‘awford to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received May 3.)

(Extract) Havana, March 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated the 21st ultimo,=u= transmitting for my information a

copy of a despatch which your Lordship had received from Her Majesty’s

Minister at Madrid, inclosing a copy of the answer returned by the

Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs to the representations of Hei‘

Majesty’s Government upon the subject of the transportation of Yucatan
Indians to Cuba.

The Spanish Government, it would seem by their answer, and the
Captain-General of Cuba for his part, provided the general dispositions of i

the 22nd of March, 1854, are complied with, do not consider themselves

called upon to interfere in any way to put a stop to the horrors which are

consequent on the arrangements entered into by the Government of Mexico

With Messrs. Goicouria, Brothers, and Messrs. Zangronis, Brothers, of this

place. Their anxiety to obtain the introduction of labourers is superior
to all the considerations of humanity, and we need hope for no coopera-

tion on their part, to counteract the frauds Which are so disgracefully

practised upon the unfortunate natives of Yucatan. '
I have not heard of any further introductions of Indians from

Yucatan, nor from any other part of Mexico.

 

No. 333. ,

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 3.)

My Lord, Havana, March 31, 1855.

IN obedience to the instruction conveyed in your Lordship’s despatch
dated the 24th ultimo,* the receipt of which I have the honour now to

acknowledge, I addressed a note to his Excellency the Captain-General, a
copy of which I have the honour of laying before your Lordship, making
the circumstances referred to in your Lordship’s despatch knowu to his
Excellency, and stating that Her Majesty’s Government feel assured that
he Will deplore, as much as they do, .such‘ melancholy facts with regard to
the continuance of the Slave Trade to so great an extent, and that he will

"‘ Class B, presented 1855, No. 547. 1- Ibid., No. 548.
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see in them a motive for increased vigilance, on the part of the subor-
dinate authorities of Cuba, to carry out his intentions, which are those of
his Government, and to prevent such a flagrant violation of the Treaty
engagements subsisting between the two countries.

At the same time 1 stated to his Excellency that it would be my
pleasing duty to report to Her Majesty’s Government my implicit
confidence in the measures which he has adopted, since his return to the
Government here, for the extirpation of the Slave Trade, as well as of his
Excellency’s uncompromising determination to enforce the observance of
the existing Treaties.

I have, &,c.
(Signed) .108. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 333.

Consul-G'ene'ral Crawford to tilt; Captain-Geneml of Cuba.

Most Excellent Sir, Havana, March 26, 1855.
I HAVE received a despatch from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State

for Foreign Affairs dated the 24th ultimo, upon the subject of the Slave
Trade, and the Right Honourable the Earl of Clarendon, commenting upon
the extent of that detestable Traffic during the past year of 1854, observes
that, “ taking the lowest calculation, it appears that the number of slaves
imported, amounted to 7,673, to which the usual addition of one-third
should be made for unreported landings, and accordingly the total
estimate for the past year will be 10,230 ;” and his Lordship goes on to
state, that “ this number, though not so large as the estimate of slaves
imported into Cuba in 1853, is larger than the number of those imported
in any one of the eleven years immediately preceding the year 1853, and
it exceeds the average of importations during the last fifteen years by
4,034.”

I am therefore instructed to make these circumstances known to your
Excellency, and to state that Her Majesty’s Government feel assured'that
your Excellency will deplore as much as they do such melancholy facts,
and will see in them a. motive for increased vigilance on the part of the
subordinate authorities of Cuba, to carry out your intentions, which are
those of your Excellency’s Government, and to prevent such a flagrant
violation of the Treaty engagements subsisting between the two
countries, . _

Having, in obedience to my instructions, made this communication to
your Excellency, it Will be my pleasing duty to repeat to Her Majesty’s
Government the assurance of my implicit confidence in the measures
which have been adopted by your Excellency, since your return to the
Government of Cuba, for the extirpation of the Slave Trade, as well as of
your Excellency’s uncompromising determination to enforce the observ-
ance of the existing Treaties.)

(Signed) ' JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 334.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received May 3.)

My Lord, _ V Havana, March 31, 1855.
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the recei t of ?our Lordshi ’despatch dated the 24th ultimofi“ in which, with refgrench to the Deni:of the 28th of December last, modifying the terms of the General Order

* Class B, presented 1855, No. 549.
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issued by General'Concha’s predecessor on the [st of January previous,

which provided for the complete liberation of the class of negroes in this

island which had been up to that time called “ emancipados,” ' your

Lordship informs me that I may be borne out in regarding with suspicion

thefact that this new Decree reverts to the former designation 0f“emanci—

pados,” which did not in the least correspond with the actual condition of

that most unfortunate class of persons, and that your Lordship concurs

With me in fearing that there may be some reason toapprehend that the

real and bondfidc emancipation of these Africans may be again indefinitely .

postponed. ‘

[n obedience to your Lordship’s instruction, 1 took an-opportunity 0f

stating these views to the Captain-General on the part of Her Majesty’s

Govern ment, and 0f reminding his Excellency of the facts with regard to

these Africaus'which are recapitulated in your Lm‘dship’s despatch, which

was read over to him; and his Excellency having desired that I should

address him in Writing upon the subject, I have done so ofithis date, and

have the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship a copy of my note,

to which I may expect an answer in a few days: but in the meantime I

have been given to understand that the alternative for such of these poor

people as do not choose to submit to the conditions imposed by the Decree of

the 28th December is their leaving the island; which would, to most of them,

be a complete banishment toa strange land, the manners, customs, peeple ‘

and language of which would be totally unknown to them, and to that, it

would be hard indeed for them to submit. . .
I have, 5L0.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 334.

'Consul-General Crawford to the Captain—General of Cuba.

Havana, March 31, 1855.

HAV[NG laid before Her Majesty’s Government the Decree which

your Excellency published on the 28th December last, which altered

materially the Decree of your Excellency’s predecessor, dated the let

January, 1854, which provided for the complete liberation of the class

of negroes in this island which Up to that time had been called “ emanci-

pados;” Her Majesty’s Government regard with suspicion the fact, that this

new Decree reverts to the former designation of “ emancipados,” which

does not in the least correspond with the actual condition of that most unfor-

tunate class of persons, and Her Majesty’s Government are fearful that

there may be ‘some reason to apprehend that the real and bond fide

emancipation of these Africans may be again indefinitely postponed.

I am therefore instructed bythe Earl of Clarendon to state these

views to your Excellency 0n the part of Her Majesty’s Government, and

to remind your Excellency of the contents of the despatch from General

, Valdez of the 30th of April, 1842, which Was communicated officially to

Her Majesty’s Government, and in which General Valdez promised that,

on the completion of five years from that date, all the emancipated negroes

were to enjoy perfect freedom. I am also instructed to refer your Excel-

lency to the assurance given by the Conde de Alcoy to Lord Howden, in

March 1853, that all the captured slaves in Cuba—Whose liberty the'

Spanish Crown bound itself, by the Treaty of 1817, to guarantee—should

receive their freedom before the end of 1853 ; and at the same time those

captured negroes to whom immediate liberty was promised by Spain,

under Article XIII of the Treaty of 1835, should be liberated'as soon as

they had completed a term of five years, to be reckoned from the date of

their last assignment. - . ,

I am to state to your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government

think it probable that the operation of the Decree of the 28th DeCember

may have escaped the attention of your Excellency, and that with regard
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to a question of humanity towards that unfortunate class of individuals,
Her Majesty’s Government prefer making a direct appeal to your Excel-
lency’s sense of justice, rather than bring the matter to your notice
through the Government of Her Catholic Majesty.

 

I have, 81c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

No. 335.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul—General mejbrd.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, Illay 9, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 31st of Marchfi“ and I have
to inform you that I approve the note which you addressed to the Captain-
General of Cuba on the 26th of March, pointing out the high average
which the importation of slaves into that island reached in the year 1854.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 336.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Geueml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, May 9, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 31st of Marchj‘ in which
you state that you had read to the Captain-General my despatch of the
24th of February, respecting the condition ofthe class of persons called
“ emancipados ;” and had also, at his Excellency’s request, communicated
to him in writing the substance of that despateh; [have to inform you
that I approve your proceedings in this matter.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 337.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.-,—(Received May 14.)

My Lord, Havana, April 10, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship a translation
of his Excellency the Captain—General’s answer to the communication which,
in obedience to your Lordship’s inStructiou, and at General Concha’s
request, I addressed to him on the 28th ultimo, embodying your Lordship’s
despatch dated the 24th of February, relative to the Decree of the
28th of December last, which modified the General Order issued by the
Marquis de la Pezuela on the 1st of January previous, providing for the
complete liberation of the class of negroes in this island which had been,
up to that time, called “ emancipados.” '

In the despatch dated the 31st ultimofir which I did myself the
honour of addressing to your Lordship, I stated that the alternative
which would be proposed to these unfortunate people, that of their
leaving the island, would, to most of them, be as a banishment to a
strange laud, the manners, customs, people, and language of Which would
be totally unknown to them, and would be, indeed, too hard for them to
submit to. Upon the other hand, I observe that, in the Captaiu—General’s
letter, which, is conceived in a spirit of courtesy and conciliation, he
alludes to the fact that, amongst the numbers of emancipados, there have
been found many who absolutely required the authority to be held over
them, to compel them to work for their maintenance, and others who were

3" No. 333. ‘t No. 334.
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still so ignorant, as to be unable to comprehend the change in their

position produced by the Marquis de la Pezuela’s General Order; so that

the protection of the Government was necessary, to extricate them from

the dominion of the masters who had them assigned, and who would have

continued to retain them, and deal with them as their slaves, for ever.

I have, 650. i V

(Signed) JOS. .T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 337.

The Captain’General of Cuba to Conéul-General Crawford.

(Translation) /

Dear Sir, Havana, April 9, 1855.

I HAVE received the communication addressed to me by your

Honour the 28th of March (should be the 31st) iast past, stating to me

the fears of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government that my Decree,

published the 28th of last December, alters materially that of my prede-

cessor of the 1st of January, 1854, which prescribed the complete liberty

of the class of negroes known until now by the name of “ emancipados.”

The peculiar nature of this affair, and my attributions as merely

Governor Captain-General of this island, do not allow me to admit of,

discussion in this matter; but with a desire to facilitate negotiations in

the proper quarter, and leaving intact the authority and liberty of my

Government, I shall venture to explain the principal considerations which

I have had before me in this business. '

Nothing has been further from my intention, nor less reconcileable

with the dispositions of the Decree of December referred to, than the

slightest alteration in the social condition of these emancipados. It is not

surprising that a mistaken opinion should have been formed, because the

dispositions of December are no more than a part of the general system

proposed to the Government, and which is still awaiting .the approbation

of Her Majesty; but it will not be inopportune to anticipate explanations

which, if my expectations are not disappointed, will render the publication

of the whole of the new Regulations unnecessary at a later period.

This is founded upon two considerations which are very important.

The first is, that the entry of free persons of colour into the island being

prohibited by the law, the Government has the right to mark the conditions

under which they admit those from prizes lawfully declared; the second

is, that without the protection of the Government, those unhappy people

would very soon fall into the condition of slaves, and Would lose all the

advantages which abenevoleut and enlightened solicitude is desirous of

securing to them. It is not meant to alter 'or modify, in the least, their

civil condition (their state, properly speaking): they are free under this

view—as complete] y free as those who pass into that condition by will, by

contract, or by redemption; they are in the same case as the colonists,

from whatever place they come, and have overthem the advantage, that

they may at any time throw up their engagements, by declaring their

desire to leave the island, and the Government Will assist them, and

provide the means for complying with their desire to do so. Even the

treatment to which they are subjected during their assignment by the

Government, has no similarity to slavery, as all other punishments are

forbidden excepting the various modes prescribed by the Regulations for

Colonists, whether foreigners or Spaniards from the Peninsula.

The only remarkable difference observable between the, Marquis de la

Pezuela’s Regulation, and the dispositions of last December, consists herein,

that by the former, the ladinos, or civilized of the class of emancipados,‘

were allowed to engage themselves at the rates of wages fixed by the

Government, and the latter gives the Government, as their protector, the

power which the Regulations for Colonists gives to those who introduce

them; and this difference has been established, because experience has

very soon shown that it was necessary, for the Marquis de la Pezuela



382 SPAIN. (Consular)—Havana.

was under the necessity of making their engagements in the name of the
Government, to prevent them from coming to the decision, in some
instances, of not taking any occupation, considering themselves exempted
from all control, and in others, because numbers of them, owing to their
total ignorance of the rights conferred by the new Regulation, remained
completely as the slaves of those who had taken them in charge during
the first five years after their arrival in this island.

Therefore the measures dictated by. me have tended to insure the
good fortuneol’ this class of coloured persons, who could not be abandoned
to their natural inclinations, by leaving; them without subjection of any
kind, since it was not at the desire ol' the Government, bnt under the
influence (“ force majenre”) that they had come to inhabit this island.

In this manner I believe I am corresponding to the honourable
confidence with which Her Britannic Majesty’s Government has been
pleased to favour me in respect to these unfortunate people; and I can
assure your Excellency that their interest, so as I understand it to be, has
been my only guide in the measures dictated in December last.

In‘so delicate a matter it is impossible to lose sight of general
considerations connected with the position of this island, whenever dealing
with the affairs of people of colour: and if their exactness may be
measured by experience until now, I have every reason to be satisfied with
the dispositions Which have been published, as, in consequence, the details
gt“ this difficult matter are getting out of the confusion in which they had
een.

I trust that this also will be the opinion of Her Britannic Majesty’s
Government, When the foregoing coneiderations have been taken into
account.

God preserve, &c.
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 333.

Consul-Gcncral Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon;—(Received May 14.)

MY Lord, Havana, April 16, 1856.

I REGRET to be obliged to report to your Lordship th'at intelligence
having reached me of a clisembarkation of Bozal negroes to the westward
of this port, I found it my duty to write to the Captain-General upon the
subject; and I have the honour of inclqsing herewith to your Lorclshi p a
copy of my letter, bearing date the 8th instant.

I have not been favoured with an answer from his Excellency,ybnt I
have had several communications upon the subject with the Government
SecretaryAGeneral, and it appears that immediate steps were taken, Com-
missioners were sent, and everything in the power of the Captain-General
Was done in order to seize the negroes, and arrest all concerned in this
transaction, but without effect; so that the Governor Captain-General is
perplexed in the extreme, since it has been admitted to his Commissioners
that a considerable body of negroes, slaves, and with them some emanci-
pados, ‘were transferred from one place to another in that district at the
time mentioned—an invention of the snbaltern officers, no doubt, for the
purpose of covering their criminality. .

My information has been confirmed by two accounts, one of them b
letter; and the only discrepancy was as to the place of landing, whic
was near'Bahia Honda, instead of Cabanas.

, I have, 81c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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Inclosure in No. 339.

Consul—General Crawford to 'th Captain-Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, April 8, 1855. ,

, IT has been stated to me by a person who assures that he had his

information from a person who saw the negroes, that a cargo, consisting

of 600 Bozals, was landed on Saturday the 3lst ultimo at or neat:

Cabanas, from a vessel said to be brig—rigged, and that the Bozals so

landed were immediately distributed to various places.

I feel confident that so glaring an offence cannot have escaped the

vigilance of your Excellency’s ofiicers; and in hastening to address myself

to you, expressing my deep regret at such an occurrence, [ request the

favour of your informing me whether any intelligence thereof has reached

your Excellency, and the particulars, for the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s

Government.
I have, &.C. ,

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 340.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Cla7~endon.—- (Received May 14.)

My Lord, Havana, April 21, 1855.

I HAVE had to call the attention of his Excellency the Captain-

General to the preparations Which have been denounced to me as being in

progress for carrying on the Slave Trade; and I have reported to his

Excellency the brig “ Casualidad,” as having been dispatched from this

port on the 6th instant as a coaster, but in reality bound to the port of

E1 Padre, there to take in her slaver equipments, her water having been

got ready at Guanabon ; the master and slaver crew having been

engaged here, through a certain person called Clavero: the schooner

f‘ Mcreed,” dispatched also as a coaster from Batabano, for the Playa del

Rosario, on pretext of bringing firewood, but in reality there to take in

her fittings, 850., for the coast of Africa; the‘ master, Rodriguez (a

“segundo piloto”), having been known in the Trade, was hired by the

same Clavero for the voyage of the “ .Merced” upon this occasion.

I had also heard of a slaver fitting out in this harbour, but had not

. been able to obtain her name or other particulars, notwithstanding, as so

many vessels’were getting ready, indicating an extensive combination, I

deemed it my duty to notice the circumstance to the Captain-General, in

consequence of which the schooner “ Genobeba” has been placed under the

surveillance of the Captain of the Port.

Orders have been issued respecting the “ Casualidad” and the

“ Jirrced,” so that I am in hopes these expeditions will be interrupted, if

not frustrated ; hut General Concha must see, in such extensive prepara-

' tions, that his endeavours have not been productive of any change of

opinion amongst the slave-traders, and it is to be hoped Will satisfy him

that the very strongest measures are indispensably necessary to put an

end to the Traffic. ' ,
I have, 8m. ‘

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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No. 340.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul— General Crawford.

' Foreign Ofiice, May 31, 1855.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information,,a copy of' a
despatch* from Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, inclosing a, copy 01' a
note from the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, respecting the conduct
of certain subordinate officials in Cuba, of whose connivance at Slave
Trade transactions you had complained to the,Captain-General.

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

Sir,

 

No. 34:1.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 ansul—General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, May 31, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatches of the 10th, 16th, and 2lst of
April; and I have to state to you, that I approve the measures taken by
you for calling the attention of the Captain-General t0 the numerous
preparations for slave—trading expeditions making at the Havana, as
reported in your despatch of the 21st of April.

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 342.

Consul-Geneml Crawford t0 the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received June 4.)

My Lord, Havana, April 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch dated 27th of Marchfi in which your Lordship is pleased to
express your approval of my proceedings in the matter of the Indians
from Yucatan who have’ been recently introduced here under the name of
“ freelabourers,” but who, there is every reason to believe, have been seized
and removed from their native country :against their Will.

I am willing to do justice to the Captain-General’s good intentions
With regard to these poor people; but the idea is very deeply impressed
upon all the Spaniards here that there is a pressing necessity for the
introduction of labourers. Every means will therefore be devised for
concealing from his Excellency the true character of these Indian pri-
soners, making it appear that they have all contracted themselves
willingly, so that all the conditions of the general dispositions of the
22nd of March, 1854, are apparently complied with, and leaving General
Concha no alternative such as he might perhaps be disposed to adopt, if
the information which he has taken the pains to desire should be obtained
could reach him otherwise than it does, through the medium of inter-
preters who are in the interest of the parties engaged in this disgraceful
Traffic.

I have, 8:0. *
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

1" No.278. '1' Class B, presented 1855, No. 555.
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N0. 343.

C’mwul- General Cranfoo'd t0 the Earl of Clarcndon.——-—(Rcce£vcd June 4‘)

(Extract) Havana, May 2, 185.3.

I HAVE now to acquaint your Loruship that I have received ady‘i’ees

that another cargo of Indians was about to be dispatched from Sisal

by the Mexican brig “ Yueateco,” all of whom, there was reason to

believe, were prisoners, and had been sentfrom the interior to the port

under military escort, and that they' would come here'accompanied by a

special interpreter of Messrs. Goicouria and Brothers.

I shall state all these particulars to his Excellency the .Captain-

Genera], so that upon the arrival of the “Yucateco,” there may be an

impartial investigation of the circumstances stated; but these unfortunate

people are so timid, and will arrive so schooled by Goicouria’e interpreter;

that I must not anticipate any favourable result of those measures which 1

contemplate, and for the carrying out of Which I have already epokeu to

M1‘.'Sansores, an interpreter of the Maya language, in whom I have the

fullest confidence. ,

I understand that considerable ‘ apprehensions were entertained at

Merida, in consequence of its having been discovered, that early in next

month the Indians were to bring together all their forces, and attempt to

capture that city. ' ' ‘ » ’

 

No. 344. '

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Eaa'l ofClarendon.—(Received June 7.)

(Extract) ' Havana, filay 13, 1855.

THE slaver denounced by me on the 8th ultimo, and referred to’ in

lnijdespatch of the 16th ultimo, etTected her landing at the Morillo, and

61 of the Bozals have been captured at last by Colonel Gurrea.‘ _

I understand that there Was a thorough combination to deceive the

Captain-General’s ofiicers upon this occasion, and that there was good

reason for supposing that 300 of the Bozals in question had been taken to

two estates in the neighbourhood of Bahia Honda; therefore they were

visited by order of the CaptainG-euerai, but without effect, for although

there were 600 slaves on them, instead of 300,’ of which theii~ dotation

used to consist, the ex'cess had all been provided with passes as: lad'inos,“

and the “ .peritOs,” or experienced persons, who were called in, were unable

to detect them as Bozals. , ,

We have thus accounted for 361 of that cargo,-and the rest of the 600

,- are, no doubt, safe on other estates where they will net be molested. .

There, is little doubt that another cargo consisting of about 170

Bozais landed near the same part of the coast on the 19th April, and my

informant says that they were brought from the slaver in launches which

were sent out from the shore. '

Having received intelligence from his Excellency General'Couc‘ha,

who had had a communication from the Spanish Consul at Key \Ve’st', that

the wreckers had fallen in with a brig, without; anyperso’n on board,

about twenty miles to the south of Sand Key, and sixty miles from the

coast of this island: said vessel was towed into Key VVest-on the 25th

ultimo, and turned out to be a brigantine that had recently had ' on board

a cargo of slaves. I in consequence got Captain Tarleton, of Her

Majesty’s ship “ Eurydice,”.to send the ‘5 Arab ” over with a letter which

I addressed to Vice-Consul. O’Hara to inquire the particulars, and it

appears there is no doubt of said derelict havingbeen used as a' slayer.

She had eighty-one large water-Casks, many of them full of fresh water,

and other proofs that, shortly previous to her having been fallen in with,

she had had slaves on board. There were no papers 01‘ colours ; a few

damaged leaves of an old log-book, purporting to have been kept on board

the “ Horatio ” up to about the middle of the year 1854, and some writing

CLASS B.
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in French to the effect, “ the brig ‘ Homtio,’ laden with cotton from New
Orleans for Nantes, 1853 ;” and there was found on the side of the cabin
the working of a meridian altitude of the sun, showing the latitude 3°
north, and the declination, according to the nautical almanac, corre-
sponding to the 21st of March last; the brig was, therefore, in that
latitude of that date, which would be her probable position if she landed
her cargo of slaves 0n the 19th ultimo, upon the coast of this island.
Under the coating of black paint the name “ Horatio,” of New York, may
easily be made out on her stern ; and that was all the information which
the Vice—Consul was able to furnish me; enough, however, to satisfy me
that there was a second landing of slaves near Bahia Honda, inasmuch as
that a vessel, in 3° north latitude on the 21st March, could not possibly
run the necessary distance to effect a landing of her cargo by the 31st,
which was the date of the disembarkation which I denounced to the
Captain—General on the 8th ultimo.

The derelict in question was ordered to be sold by the Admiralty
Court of the United States at Key West on the 9th instant. '

Your Lordship will' not fail to observe how insufficient the authority
of the Captain-General is to put an end to the Slave Trade, as shown by
the circumstances of this recent case; First of all, his Excellency had not
received any intimation of the landing until it was denounced by me.
Secondly, his Excellency’s Commissionei', expressly dispatched to investi-
gate the affair, reported in the first instance that there had been no
landing of slaves whatever; and it was not until some days afterwards,
and my insisting upon the correctness of my information, that it was
admitted to be true, and then Colonel Gurrea was dispatched in pursuit.

Does this not prove that the combinations of the slave-traders are
superior to the Captain-General’s means of enforcing his honestly intended
dispositions, and that thereby the authqrity of the Government is set at
nau ht?

gAnd then, what has. been. the result? The capture of 61 of the 600
slaves who were landed. But General Concha says there were not 600
Bozals, but 360 only; and is not this to confess that his authority is
insufficient to capture five—sixths of the number which, it- will not be
disputed, were landed in this instance; and. so it has been in every
instance until now. It is true that Colonel Gurrea ‘fell in with a drav
loaded With clothing for the landed negroes, that he detained those who
were with it, and that he has arrested several subaltern officers of the
coast who were stationed at or near where the landing took place. But,
can proofs be obtained to punish those persons if they connived at the
introduction of the slaves? Until now, my Lord, we have no experience
of such a result, and so some hundreds more have been added to the
numbers of those unhappy human beings who are toiling in slavery.

 

No. 345.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul—G‘enera‘l Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, June 12, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 30th of April, and with
reference to that portion of it in which you state that every artifice is
resorted to by those interested in‘ the importation of the Indian prisoners
from Yucatan into Cuba, to conceal from the Captain—General the true
nature of the contracts into which these unfortunate peeple are Compelled
to enter, I have to instruct you to take an opportunity of pointing out to
his Excellency that there is nothing more notorious than the unwilling—
ness of Indians to quit their own country, unless it be their aversion to
regular labour; and these facts alone should convince the Captain—
General that these Indians have not voluntarily quitted Yucatan to go
and work in Cuba.

, I am, &c. '
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.
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N0. 346.

The Earl of Clarendon- to Oonsul-Geneml Crawford. 7

Sir, I‘hreign Ofiice, June 29, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd of May, reporting;

the measures which you had taken with a view of obtaining an impartial

investigation of the cases of another cargo of Yucatan Indians which had

been announced to you as having been dispatched to Cuba, and I haVe

to inform you that I approve your proceedings as reported in that

despatch.
'

4 I am, 82c

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 347.

The Earl, of Clarendon to Comul-General Crawford.

Foreign O_fiice, June 30, 1855.

‘ WITH reference to your despatches of the 16th of April and the

13th ultimo, respecting the disembarkation of 600 Africans at or near

Cabanas, on the 31st of March, I transmit herewith for your information,

a copy of‘adespatchfi‘ Which I have addressed to Her‘Majesty’s Minister at

Madrid, instructing him to make a representation to, the Spanish 'Govern-

ment upon this subject. ‘ I ‘

Sir,

I am; 8:c . _

(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 348.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendoh.——(Repeived June ~30.)

(Extract) _ ' Havana, May 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honourof acknOwledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

I .rd‘espatch dated the 15th April, transmitting, for my information, a copy

of a despatch Which your Lordship had received from Her Majesty’s

Minister at Madrid, stating that the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs

had informed him that the authorities of Cuba had seized and declared to

be free 257 negroes,rwho were landed on or near the Isle of Pines, and263

who were found in the jurisdiction of Bahia Honda. I have to state that

these captures were effected during the government of his Excellency the

Marquis de la Pezuela, on the 26th'June and 25th August, and 13th

September last year, and were duly reported by me in my despatch of

the 6th July, and, specially, in‘ the recapitulation contained in that dated

the 27th of September, 1854. ‘

Upon perusal of the Spanish Secretary of State’s notes of the 9th

March addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, I was in hopes that

these captures might have been made more reCently, and thatl had had

no information of them. I noticed, however, that no mention is made, in

either of these communications to Lord Howden, of the dates of 'the said

captures, andI therefore applied to the Government Secretary upon the

subject, When I discovered that these were affairs of the former Govern-

ment,,and that they had not escaped my vigilance, having been duly

mentioned to your Lordship at the proper time.

There was last month an alarm as to the landing of a considerably '

large cargo in the district of Cienfuegos. The authorities were sent out

in the direction of the Ehsenada de los Cochinos,‘ but they Were unable to

make any discoveries. The rumour has now been revived at Trinidad, ,

'7‘ No. 281.
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where it was said the disemharkatinn had been effected ht the‘ .Manati,
a place to the westward 0f the port of Casildu, but Mr. Smith had been
unable to trace the rumour to any reality.

F r0111 information which I myself picked. up, I am induced to think
that a cargo of Bozals was run, high up in the Eusenada, de 105 Cochinos,
about the middle, or perhaps earlier in the last month of May; that the
slaves were passed i to the interior through the extensive marsh of the
Zapata, at the head of the Ensenada just mentioned, and that all trace
of them was lost by the authorities.

 

N0. 34.9.

Consul~Geneml Crawford to the Earl (37" Clarendon;—(Received June 30.)

(Extract) Havana, hfag/ 31, 1855.
I HAVE the honour of acknowletiging the receipt of your Lord-

ship’s despatch dated the 16th of April, transmitting the copy of a
despatch which your Lordship had received from Her Majesty’s Minister
at Madrid, inclosing a copy of a. letter addressed to him on the 12th of
March by the Spanish Minister 'for Foveign Afl'airs, stating the reasons
why the Spanish Government cannot cqnsent to the request which was
addressed to them by Her Majesty’s Goyernmcnt, through Lord Howden,
that certain modifications should be intrpduced into the Royal Decrees of
the 22nd of March, 1854, with reference to the prejudicial effect Which
they have upon the interests of the Yucatan Indians.

In my despatch dated the 2nd instant, I alluded to another cargo
of these unfortunates being expected here. The brig “Yucateco” has ‘
since arrived with 102 Indians to the Messrs. Goicouria, and I lost not
a moment in addressing the Captain-Geheral with the particulars stated
respecting them, to the effect that they had been forced to enter into
contracts, and had been sent to Sisal, under a guard, and tied together
as prisoners, in which manner they had effected their embarkation, and I
solicited the fullest investigation of the circumstances through the medium
of a capable and impartial interpreter, suggesting Dr. Sansores, in whom
I have full confidence. for that purpose.

I have not been honoured by any acknowledgment of, or reply to, that
letter, but 1 know that the Indians were admitted, and I have learnt,
privately, that they expressed themselveevas being satisfied with their lot,
and would rather remain here under their agreements than be sent back
to Yucatan.

Iam, however, under the impression that that expression, on theirpart, has been caused by the intimidatiqn to which they were subjectedby the alternative of being shot, or engaging themselves to proceed, aslabourers: to Cuba, and that they are still under the belief that, if sent
back to Yucatan, the other alternative would be had recourse to.

 

No. 350‘a

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received June 30.) ‘

My Lord, Havana, June 1, 1855.
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated the 17th of April, informing me that your Lordship had
been pleased to transmit copies of my despatches of the 30th December
and of the lst of February last, to. Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid,
with instructions to bring to the notice of the Spanish Government the
statements contained therein, as to the condition of the Cuban emanci-
pados, and transmitting to me, for my information, a copy of a. despatchwhich you had received from Lord Howden, inclosing a note addressed tohis Lordship on the 29th of March by the Spanish Minister for Foreign
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Affairs, in which his Excellency promises that .the condition of the
emancipados shall be inquired into. »

I. have reason to know that the examination of an enormous mass of

proceedings (“ es‘pedicntes ”) for the purpose of ascertaining the fate of all
the emancipados, has just been, or isabout to beaconcluded, and I‘believe

that I am safe in stating to your Lordship that there can be little or no

doubt that the result of this most intricate and laborious investigation is,
that between 3,000 and 4,000 emanci'pados have been made to. supply the

places of as many of the slaves who have died, so that from 3,000 to 4,000

of that unfortunate class who ought to be free are converted into slaves,
and that this trickery has been practised in such a manner as that it is
impossible to trace the victims and extricate them from their servile con-
dition—a most lamentable proof of the depravity of human nature Which
prevails in this island. '

' I have, 8L0.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 351.

Consul— General Oraugford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Reee_ived June 30.)

(Extract) . ‘ {Havanm June 6, 1855.
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated the 18th of April, transmitting, for my information, a
copy of a letter which your Lordship had received, Communicating parti-
culars respecting the landing of a cargo of slaves at St. Jago de Cuba,
in December last, from a steamer under Spanish colOurs, called the
“ Tayab‘a.” . ' » , .

.It appears that. the information comes from John E. Lapworth, late.
the master of the ship “Isabel,” of Liverpool, Which foundered at sea, and

who, as well as the crew of said vessel,‘ were picked up off the coast of
)uba hy the Spanish coasting passage-boat “ Tayaba.” '

The said master was afterwards brought from Mansanilla to the port
of Betabané, on board of the same steamer passage-boat “ Tayaba,” and
he came here, when I saw him frequently at this office; but he never
mentioned anything whatever about there having been slaves on board
the coasting-steamer at the time of the rescue of himself and the Crew of
the “Isabel” from their very perilous situation, which seems to me as'
rather extraordinary, as it would have been his dutyto have made a

declaration of the circumstance at the time, rather than that he should
have kept it secret until so considerable a period had elapsed after he had
got to» England.

Captain Estolt, of the “ 'l‘ayaba,” behaved towards the wrecked crew
of the “ Isabel ” in the most kind and humane manner. After he had
fallen in with the long-boat, he altered his course in order to seek the
other smaller and trailer shallop, in. which he wag successful ; he supplied
their wants, and took them to Mansanilla, from whence, upon his return
voyage, he took on board the master, and, as I said before, brought him
to Batabané, refiisiug for all this service to receive payment of any kind,
and thereb'y becoming entitied to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government,
to which I would respectfiilly recommend him for his noble and disin-
terested conduct towards the distresSed crew of the “ lsabel.”

I have already mentioned that the master of the “Isabel” never
informed me that the “ "‘ayaba ” had a cargo of slaves on board, and that
that was made an excuse by the Spanish captain for not receiving the
English crew on board his vessel. I will new state to your 'Lord‘shipthat,
being in the practice of corresponding with Mr. Hall, of. Mansanilla, in
cases like that of the crew of the “ Isabel,” for providing relief to distressed
British sailors, I was in correspondence with him on that occasion; and
as he contributed much in getting the crew .of the “ Isabel ” shipped and,
sent away from that place, 1 am sure that if any of them had mentioned
that there was a cargo of slaves on board the vessel by which they were
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rescued, Mr. Hall would not'have failed to report the fact to me without
a. moment’s delay; and besides that, What would have become of the
vigilance of Her Majesty’s Consul at Santiago de Cuba, had the “ Tayaba ”
brought in and landed a cargo of slaves at that place ?

Under these circumstances, my Lord, I am induced to place no confi-
dence whatever in the statement of Mr. Lapworth which has been so kindly
brought under your, Lordship’s notiqe; and, _ in conclusion, I have to
inform your Lordship that the “ Tayatm” fives totally destroyed by fire in
April last, in the harbour of St. Jago.

 

N0. 3552.

The Earl of Clarendon to Cowsul-Geneml Crawford.

Sii‘, Foreign Oflice, July 3, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatcl'i 0f the lst ultimo, stating that

you have reason to believe that it will be shown, by the result of a. late
inquiry into the fate of the einancipados, that between 3,000 and 4,000
of that unfortunate class who ought to be free have been converted into
slaves by having been made to supply the places of an equal number of
slaves who have died. .

Her Majesty’s Government have received this etatement With deep
regret; and they conceive it to be impossible that thls base fraud should
have been committed without the knotvledge and conuivance of some of
the authorities in Cuba.

) You will mention to the Captain-General the facts of this case ; and if
they cannot be denied, you will request his Excellency to inform'you how
it happened that such proceedings were tolerated.

’ I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 353.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, , Foreign Ofilce, July 13, 1855.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 31st of May, stating-

that 192 more Indian prisoners had been imported into Cuba from Yucatan,
on account of Messrs. Groicour‘ia‘, I transmit herewith, for your information,
a copy of a despatchié which I have addressed to Mr. Otway, instructing
him to make a representation to the Spanish Government upon this
subject. '

1 am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

, No. 354.

Consul-General Crawford t0 the Earl of Clarendon—(Received July 23.)

My‘ Lord, , e ' Havana, June 23, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship a. copy of a letter

which I addressed to the Captainfiieneral 0n the 18th instant, respecting
the slavers which, I had been informed by Mr. Vice-Cousul Smith, he had
heard, and had reason to believe, 'were expected to arrive on the coast
of that’district, whilst he at the same time expressed himself in terms of
perfect satisfaction with regard to the activity and vigilance 0f the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, Colonel Lan'sarote, and your Lordship will perceive, by

9‘ No. 283.
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General Concha’s answer, that his Excellency is quite alive to the necessity
of the utmost vigilance being exercised. by the authorities. _ .

I ‘The slavers alluded to as being expected, are said to be expeditions in
connection with the Portuguese-Brazilian Company, and I yestertiay
received information that there was a strong Suspicion of a vessel belng
looked for on the north coast, to the westward of Bahia Honda, between
La Mulata and Rio Blanco, which I at once communicated to Captain
Tarleton, of the “Eurydice,” senior officer of Her Majesty’s squadron
stationed here for suppression of the Slave Trade, who informs me that
there is a cruizer off the place indicated, and that Her Majesty’s brig slooR
“ Wolverine ” Will forthwith proceed to the coast of Trinidad, Sanctl
Spiritus, and Cienfuegos, 'with instructions for the Commander to put
himself in communication With the Vice—Consuls Who are there stationed. .

I have the satisfaction of reporting to your Lordship that 33 Bozal
negroes were captured near Cabanas, about twelve days ago, by the
Alcalde of Guanajay, probably belonging to the‘cargoes landed in that
district in April, and reported in my despatch of the 13th of May. When
fallen in with, there were some ’70 n'egroes, of Whom less than half were
taken.

I have, 850.
(Signed) . JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure’l in- No. 854.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to tile Captain-Geneml of Cuba;

Havana, June 13, 1855.

THE British Vice-Consul, under date the 9th current, writes to me
from Trinidad, that the Governor is using every vigilance, in consequence
of the rumours in circulation as to the expected arrival in that district of
various expeditions of Bozal negroes from the coast of Africa, which the
slave-traders intended to land at some part of the coast, but which it
would, according to the Viee-Consul’s opinion, be difficult to effect, or,
indeed, be impossible, owing to the dispositions of the worthy Lieutenant—
Governor Colonel Ruez de Lanzarote.

But if compatible with the good service of Her Catholic Majesty, it
appears to me that it would be very advisable to recommend the greatest
vigilance to the captains, commanders, and officers of the Royal Navy
who are stationed at, or may be passing, that coast, as it is very probable the
slave—vessels which are expected may be already in the neighbourhood,
waiting for an opportunity of efl'ecting a landing.

God preserve, 81c. ' .
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.-

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 354. .

The Captain-Geneml of Cuba to Consul-G'eneml Crawfofd.

(Translation.) - Havana, June 15, 1855. _
BEFORE receiving your Honour’s communication dated the 13th

instant, this Government already had information of the disembarkation
of Bozal Iiegroes, which it appears it is intended to effect on the coasts of
the jurisdiction of Trinidad ; and the Lieutenant-Governor, that of Sancti
Spiritus, and that of Cienfuegos, had already adopted the most active and
opportune measures to capture whatever landing might be attempted. .

l, for my part, also gave the convenient. orders, in accord with his
Excellency the Cominandant-General of the Station, that a vessel of
Her Majesty should proceed in pursuit ‘of the slavers infall directions,
Wherever it might be suspected they would try to carry out their repro-
bated' undertaking; and I have ultimately given to the authorities
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mentioned the most positive orders, not to omit any memie or exertion
to accomplish the apprehension of whatever disembarkatiou they m_ay try
to carry into execution, holding them liable for the least neglect in the
fulfilment of my orders, or of their duties.

God preserve, 8w. ,.
’ (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCI-IA.

 

N0., 3E5.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Cpnsul-Geneml C'rawj'brd.

Sir, Foreign Oflicc, August 1, i855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 23rd of J une, reporting the
steps which you had taken, on hearing that three slavers were expected
shOrtly to arrive on the coast of Cuba; and I have, in reply, to inform you.
that I approve your proceedings in thie matter. . '

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 356.

COnsul-Genc-ral Crawford to the Earl Qf Clarendon.~—(Received August 4'.)

(Extract) . Havana, July 2, 1855.
I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of a letter, dated

yesterday, which I was under the disagreeable necessity of addressing to
his Excelleney the Captain-General upon the subject of a disem‘barkation
of slaves which took place at Cabanas about the middle of last month.

 

Ihclosure in No. 356.

Consul-General Craugford to the Captain-Geneml of Cuba.

Iflwana, July 1, 1855.
IT is my disagreeable duty to notice to your Excellency the disem-

barkation of Bozal negroes which took place at Cabanas lately, and I am
enabled to state to your Excellency that the cargo consisted of 480, of
whom some 19 or 20 were females, the remainder males of the Congo
nation. .

The vessel was brig—rigged, and is said to have been dispatched fox
Campeche as soon as the cargo of slaves had been landed. The mate, or some
other person, and‘ two others, persons from on board the slaver, remained
with the Bozals at the Ingenio San Augustin, belonging to Don Francisco
Aguirre, where the negroes were concehled in the “ casa de punga.” '

Of this cargo, 50 Bozals were reserved for the estate of Aguirre; 40
were sold to the son of Dr. Candido Rubio, on whose estate they—are ; 40
were sold to the Conde de la Reunion, and were taken to his estate, the
Dos Hermanos ;‘some smaller lots were also disposed of in numbers of
10; and 100 were set aside for a person who went from this city to
Cabanas, for the purpose of buying that number, but who would not do
so when he understood that they were Bozals so recently landed; and
those 100 negroes were still concealed in the‘ “casa de punga,” at the
Ingieuio San Augustin, a day or two ago, where they most probably are
stiI . -

It is said that this scamlalous violation of the law and of the Treaties,
took place With the knowledge and connivance of the Lieutenant—Governor,
the First Alcalde, the Capital] (1e Partido, Commandante de Civiles, Alcalde
de Mar, &c., who were in the “ease vivienda” of the.“ ingenio” when the
whole of the negroes were in the “casa de puugag” that one of these
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authorities received 300 ounces for his share, and that Upwards of 15,000

dollars were paid for the whole expedition.
I have also been informed that'ene 0f the persons who has a share in

this cargo is Don José Segui a resident and proprietor of the “ fonda” and
billiard-table at Cabanas, where a child of 5 01' 6 years old may be found,

which negrito was lauded from the slave-vessel in question, and that

persons of the name of i‘vlera (who are the owners of the “carroseria,”

opposite the Cuartel de lh‘agenes) are also the owners of this expedition
of Africans, and that the broker employed by them to sell their share of

the cargo is Sefior Cuadra, who resides at the‘Cerro, and is preprietor of

a line of coaches which run between this city and Guanajay.
I am also enabled to state to your Excellency that another cargo of

negroes (Lucumis) is expected, near the same place for which the
arrangements are made in a similar manner with Don Juan Gisper, the
Captain of the Particle, who is in communication with his relative the Captain

of Anabona, where another expedition is daily looked for: besides which

through the same combination, several more cargoes are soon to arrive,

the “ fés de bautismo” and the “cedulas ” for all of which negroes so

expected are already prepared, so that they can be sold with their papers

ready to be passed on to any “ingenio,” in the same manner as those

recently landed at Cabanas. ~ ' '
I need not trouble your Excellency with any observations upon the

scandalous and infamous nature of such transactions, which prove, beyond

the possibility of doubt or of contradiction, that no measure‘ean be too

strong to punish all and everybody in any way connected with and
conniving at the detestable Traffic.

I have been informed that the 33 Bozals captured of these cargoes

were the “ infermisos ” of the expedition, whom ‘it was agreed to give up

“ to cover. the espediente,” and that they were actually taken out of the

“casa de punga” of the “ingenio,” from amongst the rest for that purpose.
I have, 8L0. -

(Signed) JOS. T. CRA‘NFORD.

 

No.357 .

Cansul—General Crawfordto the Earl of Clarendonc—{Rec’eived August 4.)

My Lord, ' Havana, July 3, 1855. i

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a letter

which I addressed, of yesterday’s date, to his Excellency the Captain-7

General in consequence of Mr. Vice-Consul Smith having reported to me a

rumour which was circulated and believed at Trinidad, that a slaver had

effected a landing of 450 Bezals at a place (not named) about seventy miles

to the eastward of Trinidad, but in the district of, Sancti Spiritus; as well

as that Mr. Smith had directed the attention of the Lieutenant-GovernorA

of Trinidad to the signals which had beeumade at'night from the .“ vigia ’.’

at that place, Which are usual, and which, are generally observed to be

made, when there are slavers known to be, or expected, on that coast.
I have, 8w. . , _

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure iii N0. 357.

Consul-Geneml Crawford t0 the Captai-n-Gcncml of Cuba.

7. Havana, July 33 1855.

. THE BritishVice-Consul writes me from Triuidad,‘of date. the 30th

ultimo, informing me that .it was rumoured and believed there, that one of

the expeditions expected on that coast, had effected a landing of 450 slaves

CLASS B.
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in the jurisdiction of Sancti Spiritus, and that the “ vigia” at Trinidad had
been busy making night-signals, as is usually the case when slavers are
expected. The Vice-Consul had, in consequence, taken an opportunity
of mentioning this latter circumstance to the Lieutenant-Governor.

God preserve, 8L0.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 35738.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received August 4.)

My Lord, Havana, July 4, 1855.

HAVING received intelligence as to a slaver brig—rigged, Which is
said to have arrived off the Port of Cabanas some ten days ago, but which
had not been able to effect the landing of her cargo; as well as that
another, a schooner, with a cargo of slaves, is expected at Ortigosa; I
considered it my duty to address a letter to the Captain-General-upon the
subject, in which I took occasion to allude to the circumstance of the
numerous preparations which are going on. for carrying on the Slave
Trade upon an extended scale.

I beg leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of that letter, to Which
I have not received answer, but I upderstand that his Excellency has
dispatched the Brigadier Commander-ih-chief of the Staff With a consider-
able force of Cavalry to watch the coast, and with orders to search for
recently imported slaves Wherever he may have received information of
their being harboured 0r concealed.

' I have, &.c. _
(Signet!) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 358.

Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, July '3,‘ 1855.

I HAVE received information that the arrangements for the disem-
barkation ‘of the car '0 0f Bozal negrpes which, it is already known to
your Excellency, has been for some days hovering on the coast near
Cabanas, were made with and through the agency of Don Ignacio'Valor,
the Alcalde or Assessor of that district, at'the rate of three and a-half
ounces a-head, and that besides that vessel, which is brig-rigged, there is a
schooner every moment, expected to attempt a landing of her cargo of slaves
at Ortigosa.

I have also been informed that the Spanish schooner “ Mariana,”
which sailedlfrom this port on the 21st ultimo, cleared out for Fernando
Po, has called at and taken in her slave fittings at an outport, from whence
srhe Klizats again sailed for the coast of Africa to be engaged in the Slave
ra e.

The schooner “ Reemplazo ” was taking in aguardiente at this port,
destined, like the “ Mariana,” for the Coast of Africa, to be engaged in the
Slave Trade ; but the Marine Department requiring a “fianza,” the parties
engaged in that enterprise have determined to give it up as regards the
“Reemplazo,” but are sending to the United States, there to purchase a
suitable vessel and carry out their intention.

I understand that there is another schooner fitting out in this harbour
also to be engaged in the Slave Trade; her name I have not yet been able
to obtain. '

In this manner your Excellency will perceive that this detestable
Traffic is being carried on upon an extensive scale at present, and that
there are preparations for continuing it to a greater extent in time
coming; thus calling for the exercise of stronger measures than have
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hitherto been applied for its suppression, proving also that the‘law, as
it is at present, is totally inadequate for that purpose, and, conse—
quently, that the Treaties continue to be violated with complete impunity.

 

I have, &c. , ,
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

No. 359.

ConsuZ-Geneml Crawford to the Earl'qf Clarendon.—-(Received August 13.)

(Extract) , Havana, July 21, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship

translation of a Decree which was published in the Gazette of

yesterday, imposing fines upon the persons who may be making use Of

false cedulas in order to cover the slaves upon their properties, and

authorising the authorities to count the negroes upon estates where it is

suspected there may be an excess of those registered, or who have tickets

which have not been lawfully obtained; ameasure which, if honestly carried

into execution, would be exceedingly beneficial, and wouid operate as an

effectual impediment to the owners of siaves having a greater number
than they could lawfully account for.

 

Inclosure in No. 359.

Decree.

(Translation) ' Government ,Secretary’sZOfiice. ‘

IN order that tickets (cedulas) of Security of the slaves should not

serve toyfavour with impunity the. clandestine introduction of Bozals if

they are obtained under feigned names in numbers exceeding said docu-
ments, and with reference to the Bando. of the 19th of December. last,

which establishes a fine of 10 dollars for each slave that has no ticket, still

there is no provision for the contrary case of obtaining tickets for slaves
Who do not exist, I have found it convenient to order, as an addition to
said Bando, the observance of the following dispositions :

Art. 1. The proprietors orholders of slaves who solicit more cedulas
(tickets) than they require for them (their siaVes) Will incur a fine of
50 dollars for every one exceeding the true number.

Art. 2. ‘v/Vhen the Governors, Lieutenant-Governors, 0r Captains of
Districts, have suspicions that such frauds have been committech they will
proceed to count the dotations upon the estates suspected.

This operation shall always be done by the Governor 0r Lieutenant-

Governor of the District, and for that purpose the Captains Will give to
them the corresponding information (or report).

Art. 3. The Governors and Lieutenant-Governors Will form a

governative process in which. the offence , will be‘ shown, imposing, of

, themselves, the fine stated in the let Article, and forwarding the process

to the superior Government. ' , - "
Art. 4. If there are inferences that the ofi'ence has been committed in

connivance with any clandestine introduction of Bozals, or rather, if from

the examination of the cedulas (tickets) of the last half-year,_it appears
that they have been given to Bozal'negmes, the process is to be passed

to the tribunals that they may proceed to take proper steps according to
the laws. ‘ ,

Havana, July 19, 1855; v
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.
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_ No. 360.

The Earl of Clarmulon t0 Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Q/ffce, August ‘29, 1855.

HER Majesty’s Government being desirous to manifest their appro-
bation of the 'huniane and meritorious conduct of Captain Estoit, of the
Spanish coasting passage-boat “ Tayaba,” in saving the grew of the ship
“ Isabel,” of Liverpool, under the circumstances detained In your fiespatch
0f the 6th of June last, have awarded to him the accompanying goid
medal, which you will transmit to him either ('Iii'ectly or through the
Spanish authorities, as you may judge most expedlent.

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 361.

The Earl of Clarendon. 2‘0 CQnsul—Gcncral C’raugfoo'd.

Sir, Foreign Office, August 29, 1855.
I HAVE received a despatch from Mr. Backhouse, 8m, inclosing a

copy of the Regulations published on the 5th of June last, by the Captain-
General of Cuba, by which provision iES made for carrylng out the final
order of the Royal Spanish Decree of the 22nd of March, 1854, respecting
immigrants into Cuba, and laying down rules for the complete registration
of that class of labourers.

Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with satisfaction this proof of
General Concha’s desire to carry out the humane intentions of his
Government towards the immigrants; but I have at the same time to
observe that the provision of the Decree as to the period of registration
has not been adhered to, as the registration which ought to have been
made in January last will not take place till the let of September next,
and the next following one not until NoVember 1856; whereas it is
expressly provided. in the original Decree that the registers should 'be
fiiled up in the month of January of each year; and I have to desire that
you will take an opportunity of expressing to the Cuptain-Generalr the
regret of Her Majesty’s Government that so salutary an arrangement
asvthe one made in the first instance shouId not have been carried out,
and that, under the orders: recently issued by his Excellency, a longer
period than twelve months should be aiiowed to elapse between each regis-
tration of immigrants.

I am, 850.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 362.

The Earl of Clarendon 10 ConsuZ-Geneml Crawford.

(Extract) . Foreign Ofiice, August 29, 1855.
_ I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd July last, report-
ing your dehunciation to the Captain-Geneml of a landing of 480 Bozal
negroes whleh had taken place at Cabanas with the connivance of the
local authorities, and I have to state that I approve your having done so.
 

No. 363.

The Earl of Clarendon to Cofisu-l-Genwal Crawford.

(Extract) Foreign Oflice, August 30, 1855.
WITH reference to your despatch of the let Juiy, I have to instruct

yen to express te the Ceptain-General the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s
Government at 1113 Exceiiency’s Decree of the 19th July.
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No. 364.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, s Foreign Ofice, August 31, 1855.

1WITH reference to your despatch of the 24th November last,”E

reporting the disembarkation at the Ensenada de Cochinos, and at Punta,

Nuevas, ofthree cargoes of Africans, amounting in all to about 1,800, I

have to inform you that I instructed Her l‘IIaiesty’s Minister at Madrid to

make a representation upon the subject to the Spanish Government, and

to point out that, owing to the repeal of the Marquis de la Pezuela’s Bando

of the 3rd of May, 1854, it was probable that all those Africans had been

safely introduced into the neighbouring estates, and that they had been

made slaves, beyond the reach of General Concha's Decree of the 17th of

November.
'

And I now transmit to you, for your information, and for any obser-

vations that you may have to make thereupon, a copy of a‘rlespatch't which

I have received from Mr. Otway, Her Majesty’s Charge (l’AH'aires at

Madrid, inclosing a note addressed to him, on the 14th ultimo, by General.

Zavala, the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, in answer to the commu-

nication upon the subject of the landings of slaves above referred to,

which Lord Howden addressed to his Excellency’s predecessor.
I am, &0.

(Signed) V CLARENDON.

 

iNo. 365.

Consul— General Crawford to the Earl of Claremlon.~—(Received September 19.)

My Lord, Havana; August 7, l855.

I HAVE the honour of submitting to your' Lordship, herewith

inclosed, a list of the Chinese labourers imported here up to the present

time, with the names of the vessels in which they came; the consignees of

said Asiatics ; the tonnage of the ships; and the number brought by each.

These labourers came engaged for eight years, so that the contracts

of those imported in the year 1847 have expired, but 1 have not hearo

that any of them have applied to be sent back to China. No doubt a great

number of them have died, so that probably not more than half -Of those

Who arrived that year are surviving ; and as most of them have risen to

posts of trust and confidence upon the estates, I amvof opinion that in

general they have bettered their condition by coming here, but this

opinion [would restrict to those of the Chinese who first were brought

over. They are too numerous new to obtain prel‘erment, and as they are

treated with very little more consideration than the slaves, 1 consider that

their position now, and henceforth, as regards further importations, is,

and will he, exceedingly miserable. : '

The estimation in which they are held by the planters,lis as varied

as are the characters of their masters ; upon some estates they are

preferred to the Africans, upon others they are not at all printed. They

are, however, acknowledged to be superior to the negro in intelligence;

but in many instances they have (lisplaym’l'a maliciousand vindictive

disposition, and have had recourse to incendiarism of the works and cane-

fields, out of revenge for punishments, or what they may have considered

ill—treatment of other kinds.
Their importation has been found to be a profitable speculation

hitherto, and therefore it is likely to he continued for some time longer,

but I doubt, if their numbers are much i nereased, that their superiority

of intelligence will give rise to alarm on the part of the G-cwermnent, the

mere so as it will hardly be possible to continue to subject them .to' the

severe dominion which is exercised over them by their masters, hardly

* Class B, presented 1855, No, 532. 1‘ No. 290.
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differing from that which is enforced upon the slaves with whom they are
set to work. Some of their-superiority of intellect and intelligence will
unavoidably pass to their African co—labourers, and if discontent should
arise, which 111ayreasonably be anticipated, the consequences would be
very serious.

~ I understand the expenses attending the engaging and bringing over
of these coolies amounts to about 85 dollars, and the price paid for transfer
of them under their contracts, is about 170 dollars and 12 dollars besides,
as reimbursement for two suits of clothing, which are furnished to each,
previous to their sailing from China. ‘

I have, &C. ,
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 365.

LIST of the Chinese Labourers imported at the Havana, with the Dates, Names of Vessels, and

 

 

 

 

Consignees.

Ship's Tonnage.

Dc?” _ Vessels‘ Names. ‘ngie Consignees. :3 a g N172?“ Remarks.-
Arnvals. g E ‘2 '5 Asxatzcs.

J? a :3 .5
‘ ‘1847 —

June 3 Oquendo . . Amoy . Arrietta 3, . 350 ... 200 5% '51;

July 20 Duke of Argyle . Ditto . Penasco , . 629 400 53 i;

1853 '5 ,3 .3
Mar. 10 Blenheim . . Ditto . Villoldo and CoT . 808 } 480 Eff;

,, 14 Panamé . . Ditto . Ditto . . . 522 , g? g

,, 14 Gertrude . . Ditto . Ditto . ' . . 605 198, £205:

” 30 Inchinuan . . Ditto . Ditto . . .' 565 ,.. 335 g 3:“

Apr. 17 Sophia . . . Macao . Pereda. and Co. . 240 233 Egg

,, 21 Lady Amherst . Amoy . Villoldo and Co“. . ' 446 225 gig

May 2 Viagente . . Macao . ‘ Pereda and Co . ' 376 249 f: $2

” 11 Sir Thos. Gresham Amoy ’ Villoldo and Ce. . -._- 594 320 g E;
9,, 22 Columbus . . Ditto . Ditto . . . 468 266 '55:

June 27 Bella. Gallega . Ditto . Pereda and Co. . 800 381 1:3 gg

Aug. 30 Sapho . . . Ditto . Villpldo and Co. V . 44s 194 :30 51?,

Sept. 1 Medina. . . Ditto . Ditto . . . 950 380 Egg; %

1854 V ’ Ego; E
May 18 Menzies . . Swatao . Pereda and Co. . 448 299 ‘1 °: .5

,, 23 Emigrante . . 7 Macao . (Ditto . . ‘. 630 539 E Egg:

1355 I 5 § ‘5 f
April 8 Bella Gallega . Swatao . Ditto . . . 433 396 éfé g

,, 23 Roxburgh Castle . Amoy . Ditto . . . ’ 1,121 .. 575 Eggg

May 30 Carpentnria . v . Swatao . Ditto '. . . 1’460 704 é’ gag

June 30 Martin Luther . Ditto . Ditto . . . 1,241 , 577 3”,: 3 ;
Jfily 22 Hound . . Macao . Ditto '. . .1 713 228 1% Egg

' » 24 Skylark . . Swatao . Ditto .‘ , . . 1,209 532 j E: 'm "
_ .r:E.

' 7,711

3'5          
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No. 366.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to thg,a Earl of Olarenclon.——~(Received September 19.)

(Extract) Havana, August 10, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a

letter of' yesterday’s 'date, which I addressed to his Excellency the

Captain—General, respecting a landing of Bozal negroes,* which was

effected on Sunday last, at Ortigosa, without let or hindrance of the

Government officers, as not one of so large a number of slaves have been

captured, nor is it probable that they will be, as they were furnished With

“ cedulas” 0r tickets of protection, and their certificates of baptism, as

soon as-they were landed.
In my denouncement of this glaring infraction of the law and 0f the

existing Treaties, I have mentioned the names of the most active agents,

Ascarate and Aguirre; but Don José Suarez Argudin, and Don Lorenzo

Pedro, and others, are said to be interested in the expedition, and that

they are expecting several more slavers.

 

lnclosure in ‘No. 366.

Consul- General Crawford to the Capta'in-Geneml of Cuba.

V Havana, August 9, 1855.

‘ IT is with great regret that I have to notice to your Excellency the

disembarkationof a cargo consisting of 510 Bozal negroes at Ortigosa

whichtook place a few days ago (on Sunday last), as 1 am informed.

These slaves were provided with cedulas and certificates of baptism

as soon as they were landed, and their disembarkation was effected without

any interruption from the Government Officers. , '
The prominent agent is a person of the name of Ascarate, who is

“ mayordomo,” or administrator of some estates belonging to the family of

the Brigadier Falguera, and Don Francisco Aguirre and others are

interested with said Ascarate in the adventure. '

Such repeated infractions of the Treaties cannot fail to attract‘the

attention of Her Majesty’s Government, and it will be my duty to repre-

sent that the powers delegated to your Excellency by the Supreme

Government appear'to me to be insufficient for putting down the detestable

Traffic, which continues to be carried on with greater'boldness than has

ever been known, in seeming defiance of the positive dispositions which

had been dictated by your Exceiiency to enforce the Observance of the

Treaties. . ‘ ’

 

' I have, &C. '
(Signed) 308. T. CRAWFORD.

N0. 367.

Consul-General Crawford t0 the Earl of Clarendo-n.-—-(Recevived September 19.)

My Lord, ' Havana, August 11, 1855.

“WITH reference to my despatch of yesterday’s date I beg' leave

to state to your Lordship that there was an inaccuracy in the denounce-

ment which I made to the Captain-Generai 0f the recent landing

of 510 Bozal negroes, which inaccuracy I have corrected, having ascer-

tained that the .disembarkation was effected, not at Ortigosa,‘but at San

9‘ 510 in number, at Ortigosa, on the 5th August.
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Cayetano, a place about forty or fifty miles to the westward 0f the one
first designated, without any sort of hindrance or interruption, and from
thence they were at once conducted and hidden in the copper mines of
Don José Suarez Argudin. 5‘ '

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 368.

C‘onsul—General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receivcd September 19.)

My Lord, 'Havana, August 16, 1855.
I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a list of the

Yucatan Indians imported at this place up to this date, under the contracts
which were authorised by the Mexican Government of General Don Antonio
Lopez de Santa Ana, to Messrs. Geicouria Brothers and Zangronis
Brothers, of this city.

The Indians are by no means robust, and, although exceedingly
docile, they have not generally the activity and intelligence of the Chinese,
nor can they compare either with them or with the negroes in strength to
endure the fatigues of field labour. ‘

For that reason the speculators in the inhuman Traffic, as it is and
has been carried on from the peninsula of Yucatan, have not found it as
profitable as they imagined it would have been.

Your Lordship will observe that, since the ch of May, 226 of these
unfortunates have arrived, and I understand that more than half of them
are still 011 Messrs. Zangronis’ hands, costing a considerable amount
daily for their maintenance, besides the rental of the farm where they are
lodged, and their medical attendance: add to which that a good many of
them have died from the effects of their voyage, depression of Spirits, and
the vomits and cholera which prevail at present to an alarming extent,
especially the latter, Which is and has been committing sad ravages
amongst the troops and debilitated persons, such as these Indians, a con-
siderable portion of whom; last imported, were women and children, who,
owing to their having had along passage from Sisal, arrived in a most
helpless condition.

It is probably for that reason, its having turned out less remunerative
than they expected, that the Messrs. Goicou‘ria are said to have sold, or-
transferred, their interest in the privilege to their partners the Messrs.
Zangronis ; but as there have been several arrivals from Yucatan late]
and no Indians have come, I am very much inclined to think that the
have become aware of the risk they run of being kidnapped, that they
take care. to keep out of the way of the Mexican soldiery and 0f the con-
tractors’ emissaries, and that, therefore, free labourers i'rom Yucatan are
not now so easily found as they were formerly, when they had no suspicionsas to the infamous practices which Her Majesty’s Consular Agent has
reported were had recourse to by Goicouria’s and Zangronis’ agents in
that country.

I have, &C.
(Signed) ‘ JOS. '1‘. CRAWFORD.
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Inclosure in No. 368.

LIST of Yucatan Indians imported at Havana, under the arrangements of Goicouria Brothers, and

Zangroms Brothers, with the Mexican Government of General Don Antonio Lopez Santa Ana.

 

 
 

   

Date ‘ t No.

of Vessels’ Names. Nation. i Tons. E Consignees. of

Arrival. i ‘ Indians.

i ¥‘
1855 . 5

Jan. 7 Maria Jacinta . . . . Mexican . . { 8‘2 i Goicmxria . . . . 27

,, 1:; Anita, .. .. . . Ditto .. .. i 85 } Ditto .. .. .. 94

Feb. 28 Yucateco . . . . Spanish , . i 134 i Ditto .. .. .. 69

May 11 Ditto . . . . . . Ditto . 1 134 Zangronis . . . . 144

June 15 Martin . . . . . Ditto . . . I 161 Ditto . . . . . . 82
i _—————-

l I Total . . 416

 

Of those per “ Anita" there died 3 on the voyage from Yucatan.

Of those per “ Yucateco,” first voyage, there died 8 on the voyage from Yucatan.

Of those per “ Martin," first voyage, there died 5 on the voyage from Yucatan.

Havana, August 16, 1855. '

 

No.369.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, October 1, 1855. ~

I TRANSM IT to you herewith for your information, a copy of a.

despatch**~ from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, reporting the

shipment from near the mOuth of the Congo, in March last, of 350 slaves

on board an American schooner destined for Cuba.
I am, Sac. ’

- (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 370.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendohr—(Received Octobbr 1.)

My Lord, ‘ , , Havana, August 25, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 3rd ultimo, in Which, with reference to the statement

I made in my despatch dated the Ist of June, your Lordship directs

me to mention the facts resulting from the recent inquiry into the fate of

the emancipadus, t0 the Captain-General. 'ASI have been promised access

to the proceedings under the inquiry referred t0,’I propose to look. into

these (as I am informed) exceedingly elaborate and searching records,

before addressing his Excellency upon this important a11cI'interesting

euhject, and I shall then be enabled to report fully thereon to your

Lordship. , -

_ I have, $50. ' .

(Signed) 7 JOS. T. CRANVFORD.

. 9" Class. A, No. '71.

CLASS B.
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N0. 371.

Consnl-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.——~(Rccc'ived October 1.)

My Lord, Havana, August 28, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of transmittingherewith to your Lordship a

translation of a letter which I have received from his Excellency the

Captain-General in answer to my communications of the 9th and 11th

instant, as reported to your Lordship in my prewous despatches‘dated

the 10th and 11th instant, relative to the landing of a chrgo conmstlng of

510 Bozal Degrees, at a place on the nQrth ceast of this island. .

Your Lordship will perceive that ‘no traces of any such dlsembarka—

tion of slaves having been discovered hy'the Government Officers, General

Concha states his belief that there has been nolanding effected.

In consequence of that result as reported to‘ the Captain-General,1

deemed it my duty to inquire as to its correctness, and I have been

assured by parties who state that they have had the means of knowmg

from authentic sources, that notwithstanding the Government’s efforts to

obtain information upon this subject, and to capture the newly-introduced

negroes, have failed, there is not the least doubt as to the fact that 510

slaves were landed at San Cayetano on the 3rd instant, and that they are

hidden in some of the caves or fastnesses 0f the mountains in the district

of Consolacion del Norte.
I have even learnt that the vessel, under Spanish colours and brig—

rigged, made the voyage from the place of her equipment in this island to

the coast of Africa and back in four months and eleven days; that the

“ senior piloto's ” name was Paco, and that of the boatswain or “contra-

mestre,” Pepe, known as the Mahonese.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 3’71.

The Captain-Geneml of Cuba to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

(Translation) * Havana, August 22, 1855.

PREVIOUS to your Honour’s communication of the 9th of this month

reaching me, the Commandant-GeneraI of the “Vuelta de Abajo ” (Leeward
District) had announced the rumours which had come to his knowledge of
a disembarkation of Bozals in the district of Bahia Honda, although

without- special report that in reality it had been effected. I gave, by

telegraph, instantly, the most positive orders to all my subordinates

along that coast to redouble the vigilance which 1 had pressed upon them,
and althOugh the intelligence which I incessantly was receiving more and

more confirmed my doubts 0f the correctness of the act denounced.

Upon reading your Hononr’s communication, Which indicated that

the landing had been effected at San Cayetano, and that they (the Degrees)
had been taken to the mines, the property 'of Don Jose Argudin, I gave

orders to the Brigadier Don Joaquim Morales de Rada, the Commissioner

for the prevention of the introduction of Bozals in all the territory of the
Leeward Department, that, with the utmost haste, he should proceed to
the district of Consolacion del Norte, where those mines are, and carry

out the most minute investigation for discovery of the act which your
Honour had denounced to me, and to apprehend the Bozals in case such
landing had been effected.

The result has been, that which I expected from the beginning.
Neither have the steamers of Bel Majesty commissioned to pursue them
thnnfl the slightest traces or sign ‘ indicative of preparation or realization,
nor have the authorities of the district omitted any measure for discovery
of their existence; and from all of them I have received advices assuring
me that the disembarkation has not been efi’ected. ’

Not content with this, I have ordered the judicial authority of the
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district to draw up the proper summary, which will clear up all that has

taken place in this matter. -

To thisbproceeding all that appear to be parties or accomplices in the

eharge of the disembarkation will be subjected, if it turns out to have

been effected ; and in order that, in' future, they may proceed in such kind

of businesswith safety and efficacy, I have just instructed those autho-

rities that neither the circumstance of the Bozals, having cedulas of secu-

rity‘ (tickets), nor their having their certificates of baptism, shall be

sufficient to free the importers or possessors from the consequences of

their actions, in case the examination of their tickets, or the search in the

parish books, give room for rational suspicions of falsificationsor other

punishable acts. * , *

God preserve, 8L0. . i V

' . (Signed) , JOSE DE LA CONCHA.‘

 

No; 372. .

Conszil-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarmclon.-——(Received October 1.)

(Extract) v ' Havana, August 31, 1855.

THE British Vice—Consul writes from Cardenas, a few days ago, that,

it being rumoured there that a cargo, consisting of 350 slaves, had been

landed at or near Punta de Tejas, a place on the north coast, about forty

miles to the eastward, the LieutenantGovernor had proceeded, With a.

body of Cavalry, to endeavour to Capture the Bozal negroes, and that the

steamer “ Velez Cayero ” had started up the coast from Cardenas with a.

view to intercept the said slaver. "

. The Vice-Consul now informs me that the Lieutenant-Governor and

the steamer had returned, and that it was stated at Cardenas the rumour

had turned out to be unfounded, as no ’such' disembarkation had taken

313.06. ,

1 Mr. Vice-Consul Stone, of San Juan de los Remedios, whose attention .

I had drawn to some information which had reached me as to an expedi-

tion of Bozal negroes expected to arrive in’ his district ,about a fortnight

before the date of the Cardenas letter, hinted to me the expediencynf my

drawing the attention of any of the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruisers

to that part of the coast between Sagua Ia Grande and the port. of Carde-

nas, which is precisely where Punta de Tejas is situated ;- and I am not

at all satisfied as to what has been stated that the rumour alluded to was

unfounded. ‘ ' » .

 

No. 373.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.m(Received October I5.)

My Lord, V Havana, September 18, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a

Communicatitm which I deemed it ,my duty to address to the Captain-

General, in’ consequence. of information which I .had received respecting

the dispatch of two slavers‘from the Unite‘d'States,’ which were there

bought and fitted out by acertain Don Jaime Rovirosa, and a person of

the name of Krafi’, agents for Den Lorenzo Pedro and Don Nicholas

Martinez de Baldiviezo, who are two very'wealthy persons of this city,

preprietors of estates in thefl'country. ‘ ' ' . '

Those vessels, may very soon be expected, with their cargoes, from

the coast of Africa; and his Ex‘celleficY-informs 'megin his ansWer, that

the vigilance of his subordinates is not for one moment relaxed, but that,

in‘ consequence of ‘my Communication, he had issued opportune inStrucs

tions respecting the slavers therein alluded to. '

’ ' , . ['1 have, $20. '
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 3'73.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Captain—Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, September 14, 1855.

I HAVE received information that an agent, of the name of Don
Jaime Rovirosa, along With a‘ certain Mr. Krafl’, of the'United States, have
been employed by Don, Lorenzo Pedro and Don Nicolas Martinez (1e
Baldiviezo‘in equipping and. dispatehing vessels from the United States to
the coast of Africa for the purpose of bringing slaves to this island ; and
that said Rovirosa and Kraff had, upwards of two months ago, sent two
vessels to the coast Of Africa, for account of said Don Lorenzo'Pedro and
Don‘ Nicolas Martinez de Baldiviezo, both of Which are intended to land

their cargoes of Bozals (calling at Cayo Bahia .de Cadiz) in Bahia de Santa
Clara, at La Teja, to be taken to the eetate of Baldiviezo 1a Aurora, or at

Ortigosa, to. be taken to the estate of Brigadier Falguems, the Admi- '
nistrador, being already in Conformity with the owners of said expeditions,
and from the estate of the Brigadier Falgueras the slaves will be passed

_ to that of_ Don Lorenzo Pedro, near Bahia Honda.
‘I hasten to communicate to your Excellency this information, for such

purposes as may be deemed expedient for the Capture of' the parties
interested, as well as that of the two'expeditionmin case they shall attempt
to violate the laws and the existingTreaties; -

. , I have; &c.
~- ‘ (Signed) JOS. T. CRA‘WFORD.

 

Inclosure'2 in No. 373.

The Captaih—General of Cuba ta C'onsul-Geneml Crawford.

(Translation) Havana, September 17, 1855.

IN. answer to the note of your Honour of the 14th of this month, in
‘ Which you communicate to me the intelligence you have re‘xative to various
expeditions of slaves Which, for some time past, have been dispatched for
this island on account of the persons whom you mentiim, and whose
disembatgka/tion is to take place at the places indicated ; I have to state to
your Hohour that the vigilance of my subordinates has not ceased for one
moment, and in consequence of your communication I have given them the
opportune instructions.

God preserve, Sec. -
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 374.

> - Consul—General Crawford to flu: Earl of Clai'endon.+—(Receivecl October 15.)

My Lord, Havana, Septs‘mbar 19, 1855.

MR.,SM1TH, the British Vice-Consul at Trinidad, informs me that a
slaver, said to have been btig-rigged and under American colours} had
been’ hovering off that part of the coast of Cuba for some time ; but that
the master .or supercargohad been unable to find any person at Trinidhd,
or at Sancti Spiritu,«who would actas the consignee of the slaves by ‘shid
vessel. It appears by Mr. Smith’s letters that the slaver was in great
want'of provisions, but that at last a supply was obtained, and that she
then proceeded to the eastward. -

The Vice-Consul now reports that she was seen at anchor off Santa
Cruz, and that several very emaciated Bozal negroes having been picked
up in the woods thereabouts, it is supposed she had effected a landing. I

4" Said to have had about 500 s‘Javes on board.
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I have addressed the Captain-General, requesting, for your Lordship’s

information, such particulars as may have reached the Government upon

this subject ; Mr. Smith having learnt that the supplies which were

furnished to the slaver had been sent off to her from Casilda, the port of

Trinidad, which showed a wantvof vigilance on the part of the authorities _:

but I have not yet been favoured with any reply’by his Excellency.

 

I have, 8pc.
(Signed) 108. T. CRAWFORD.

No. 375.

The Earl of Clarmdon to Cansul—General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, October 26, 1855.

' I HAVE to inform you that I transmitted to Her Majesty’s Minister

at Madrid cepies of your desypatch of the 2Ist of April, on the subject

of Vessels fitting out in Cuba for the Slave Trade; and of your despatches

of the 16th April and 13th May respectively, reporting a recent landing

of 600 negroes near Bahia Honda, and commenting onthe insufficiency of

the poWers granted to the Captain-General of Cuba for the suppression of

the Slave Trade. . , _

And I now transmit to‘ you,-f0r your information, the accompanying

copies of two despatcheS?’ from Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'a‘ires at Madrid,

inclosing copies of two notes which he had received from the Spanish

Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, in reply to the representations Which .I

instructed Lord Howden to make to' his Excellency, 0n the subject of 3-151“

despatches above referred to. ‘ ,

. " I am, ’&c. .
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

. No. 3'76.

V The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Géneral Crawford.

Sir, I Foreign Ofiice, October 26, I855.’

I HAVE received your despatches of thelOth and 11th of‘August,

reporting that 510 Bozal negroes were landed at San Cayetano on or about

the 5th of that month : and I have to acquaint you that I approve of your

having on that occasion pointed out to the Captain-General that it was

manifest that the powers delegated'to him by the Spanish Government

were insufficient for the repression of the Slave Trade. ‘

I inclose at the'same time, for your information, a. copy of a despatchf

which I have addressed to Her Majesty's Minister at Madrid upon this

subject. - , , ~
I am, 8w. ’

. (Signed) , CLARENDON. ,

 

No, 377;

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl .of Clarendon.-'—(Received October 31.)

My Lord, ‘ ‘ , Havana, Séptember 24, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated 29th August,i and a gold medal. Which Her Majesty’s

Government, being desirous to manifest their approbation of the humane

and meritorious conduct of Captain Estolt, 0f the Spanish coasting passage-

boat “'I‘ayaba," in saving the crew of the ship “ Isabel,” of Liverpool,

under the Circumstances detailed in my 'despatch, have awarded to him.

5 Nos. é95 and 296. + No. 297. i No. 360-
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I have to state to your Lordship that CaptainEstolt is now in Spain,
but will return to Havana by the mail—boa’t of December next, when I
prop0se to present the medal through the Spanish marine authorities, as
being the mode best calculated to give publicity to the ' Circumstances of
the case, and that in the meantime 1. have _wr1tten to Captain Estolt at

Barcelona appr‘ising him ofwhat is waiting his return to Havana.

 

_ I‘have, 8m. ' .
(Signed) .108. T. CRAWFORD. -

No13178.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of“ Clare-ndon.—-—(Received October 31.)

My Lerd, ' , Havana, October 1, 1855;
I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated 29th August} instrhcting me to take an opportunity
of expressing to the Captain—General the regret of Her Majesty’s vaern-
ment that so salutary an arrangement as that which was made In the
first instanee1L with regard to the registration of immigrants should not
have been carried out, and that, by ‘the orders recently issued by 1113

, Excellency, a longer period than twelve months should be allowed to '
elapse between each registration. . . '

I have the honour of inclOsing, herewith, to your Lordship, a copy of
'a communication which, on the 24th ultimo, Ivaddressed to General Concha
upon this subject, to Which as yet I have not received any answer or
acknowledgment.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ' JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure in No. 378.

Consal- General Crawford to the Captain- General of Cuba.

(Translation) Havana, Septémber 24, 1855.

THE late Mr. Backhouse, Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge, having
transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government a copy of the Regulations, dated
the 5th of Junelast, which were issued by your Excellency, providing for the
carrying into effect the Royal Decree of the 22nd of March, 1854, respecting
immigrants, and layingdown rules for the complete registration of that class
of labourers; Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with satisfaction this
proof of" the Captain-General Don José de la Concha’s desire tocarry out
the humane intentions of his Government towards the immigrants, but the
Earl of Clarendon, at the same time, observes, that the provision of the
Decree, as to the period of registration, has not been adhered to, as the
registration which ought to have been made in January last will not
take place till the 1st of September next, and the next following one not
until November 1856; whereas it is expressly provided in the original
Decree, that the registers should be filled up in the month of January of
each year: and his Lordship has instructed me to express to your
Excellency the regret of Her Majesty’s Government that so saliItary an
arrangement asthe one which was made in the first instance should not
have been carried out, and that, by your Excellency’s orders, subsequently
issued, a longer period than twelve months should be allowed to elapse
between each registration of immigrants. ’

‘ , ’ ' ' I have, 8w.
2 (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

’1‘ No. 361. 1‘ Vlz., bythe Royal Spanish Decree of 22nd March, 1854..
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N0. 379.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.———(Received October 31.)

(Extract)
Havana, October 2, 1855..

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s‘

despatch dated the 31st August, transmitting, for my remarks, a copy of "

a despatch which your Lordship had received from Mr. Otway, Her

Majesty’s Charge d’AfYaires at Madrid, inclosing a note, addressed to him

on the 14th July by General Zavaia, the Spanish Minister for Foreign

Affairs, in answer to the communications upon the subject of the landings

of slaves referred to in my'despatch of the 24th of November last year,

which Lord Howden addressed to his Excellency’s predecessor.

I have read over General Zavala’s note, and I observe that, accordirig

to what has been officially comm unicated to the Supreme Government by

that of this island, it is made to appear that only ”'50 Bozais were landed

at Nuevitas, instead of two cargoes making a total of 1,200, as by me

denounced to the Spanish authorities, and reported in due time to your

Lordship. ‘ -

I have to state to your Lordship that there can be no doubt as to the

information I had With regard to those expeditious; but as some of the

authorities both at Nuevitas and Puerto Principe were in‘the adventure,

means were devised to cover them, and General Mansano’s efforts'to bring

them to justice were frustrated. , ,

These cargoes of slaves, I have reason to believe, were part of the

results of a company, raised in shares of 1,200.‘dol_la1's each, andconfided

to the execution of a certain Don José Planes, who- had the vessels bought

and fitted out in the United States. Another. of his cargoes was that which

is referred to in my same despatch as having been reported off the coast

of the previnee of Cuba, by Mr. Acting Consul Beattie, and which would

have made up the 1,800 of my said despatch : it ‘was therein stated they

' had been safely landed at Eusenada de los CochinOs, but I have lately had

reason to believe that those unfortunate victims were ultimately landed at

“10s Cayos de las‘doce leguas,” where they nearly all perished for want of

food; 100 only of them, who survived, were purchased at a Very 10w

price by people of the name of. Goicoechea- and Ferries, from the ‘

neighbouring mainland of this island. -

The Messrs. Martinez, of this City, at that time, had a cargo landed

at Puntas Nuevas, of ‘ whom 25 were captured, by the Government officers,

and the remainder, 475, were all but publicly sold at the, “Ingenio de

Primeilesf’ besides which, Don José Planes had a cargo which, until

lately, Inever heard of, but which, it appears, was landed at Jucaro. The

slaves were hidden in the woods and thickets, and guarded by the

interested, and people connected with them. It is said that Planes’agent,

Bajes, took 50 of them clandestinely to his own place; that the place of

their concealment Washeset by the people of the country, for the purpose

of stealing all they could, and in which they succeeded to some extent;

the result, for those reasonS,‘ having been, most ' disastrous to the

company. ‘ ' ‘ V ' -

 

No. 380.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the E‘afl of Claréndon.§—(Received October 31.)

My Lord, Havana, October 3, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of a letter

which I addressed to the Captain-General on the 25th ultimo, in come

quence of infOrmatio‘n which I haVe received as to slavers expected to

arrive on this Coast, and your Lordship Willcobserve how wellfouhded

my infermation has turned out to be, by his Excellencyfs anewer of the 1st

instant, by which it appears that the cargo ofslaves vfimt alluded to in my
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denouncement has already arrived, and their landing been safely effected
near Punta de Cal'tas. _ _ ,

My experience of the district of Pinar dcl Rio and the Iawless
character of its inhabitants is such, that I have very little hope, elther of
the capture of the Rozals introduced, 01‘ of the punishment of any one
connected with their introductien.

It is a repetition of the old story: all the slaves that are brought to
the coast of Cuba continue to he landed; in some way or other the vigi-
]ance of the authorities is neutralised, for I am sure that it would be as
hnpossihie to land 500 filibusters as it is easy to‘ disembark that number
of slaves ; and until the local Governors and Chiefs of Partidos are made
responsible for such constant breaches of the law and 0f the Treaties, I
have no hope that it will be otherwise?

\ I have, 8L0.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 380.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba.

'Havana, September 25, 1855.

I HAVE received information that a schooner sIaver is every moment
expected on the south side of the island, and that she will attempt to land
her cargo of Bengals somewhere near Punta de Cartas 0r Coloma.

I have also information that a brig slaver, said to be called the
“Ascarate,” is hourly expected on the coast from Bahia Honda to the
Murillo, and that the Assessor of Guanajay is the party with whom the
arrangements have been made by the interested in both these instances.

I. hasten to communicate this intelligence to your Excellency for such
purpose as may be deemed expedient; and I have, &C.

(Signed) J OS. '1‘. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclesure 2 in No. 380.

The Captain—General of Cuba to Consul—General Crawford.

(Translation) ’ Havana, October 1, 1855.
IN view of your I-Ionour’s letter of the 25th ultimo, informing me that

a slaver bri 'call “Ascarate,” was expected on the coast between Bahi
Honda and Joriiio, I have to state to ‘yOu that having ordered to come to
this city the Brigadier Chief of the Staff Don Joaquim Morales d'e Rada,
commissioned with the prevention of the Slave Trade in the Vuelta de
Abajo, I gave. him the necessary instructions, in consequence of which I ,
have juet received from said officer the following telegraphic message
from Guanajay, and which I transcribe to your Honour,‘ in answer to your
said letter: .

“'On my arrival at this place I received the news of a landing of
negroes near Punta de Cartas. I am going to Mariel to embark in the.
steamer ‘ Lezo.’ I hope, if that news is true, Commandant Géndara will
have captured the Bozals.“

' (Signed) , JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 381.

Consul« General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.-——-(Received October 31.)

My Lord, ' ‘ 'Ha'vana, Octoberv5, 1855.
I BEG leave to acquaint your Lordship that I have this day received

a despatch from Mr. Consul, Forbes, dated at Santiago de Cuba the 27th
ultimo, in which he'informs me that Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Medea ”
/
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had Communicated at that port on the 17th, and that Commander
Philiimore had reported to him that Her Majesty’s sloop under his com-
mand had‘ fallen “ in with and spoken an English brig proceeding from
some port in Jamaica, where the master had landed two seamen, the one,
a Spaniard, and the other a South American, who formed part of the\crew
of a brig under Brazilian colours, Which had succeeded in landing a cargo
of 400 African slaves about 80 miles distant from Manzanillo, on or about
the 7th ultimo (September), and that the master of the English brig had
received 500 dollars from each of said passengers for landing them on
Jamaica.” . .

It is to be regretted that this account is not more particular, or that
Consul Forbes has not obtained the names of the English brig and of the
master, as well as the name and description of the slaver brig, the place
where the two passengers joined the English brig, their names and the
place w here they were landed in Jamaica, as well as the port or place on
the coast of Africa where the slaves were taken on, board by the Braziiian
brig, &0. AS it is, there seems to me to be little doubt that the. cargo of
slayes lauded by the Brazilian brig referred to is the same respecting
which this Government has some information, and have captured some

‘ 25 Bezals, as well as the papers of the slayer in' the Portuguese language,
which they discovered in possession of a person of the name of Seji, or
Segi, who was arrested at Santa Cruz, accused of being concerned in the
illegal introduction of slaves in the district of Puerto Principe. .

I have made a c01mnunicatien 0f the circumstances, as stated by
Captain Phillimore, to the Captain-General, as they may be of some
importance in the trial of Seji by eliciting from him information which he
might more easily withhold, were the authorities in ignorance of the
nature of the expedition in which he has mostpi‘obably been engaged, as
to which, until the present, they had known nothing whatever. ’

I have, 81c. _
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

No. 382.

Consul-General Cranfordyto the Earl of Clarendon.—(Reccivccl November 13.)

(Extract) _ Havana; October 19, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordshify a copy of a
correspondence which I have had. with the Captain-General'respecting the
slavers en the south side of this island near Mansanillo, which was given
rise to by the communication which I did'myself the honour of reporting
toyour Lordship, in my despatch of the 5th instant,I had addressed to his
Excellency in consequence of what Mr. Consul Forbes had learnt from
Commander Phillimore relative to the two passengers belonging to a
slaver who had paid 1,000 dollars for their passages to Jamaica on board
of 'an English brig, which was afterwards fallen in» With at sea by the
“ Medea.”

 

‘ Inclosure l in N0. 382;

Consul-Gencral Crawford to the ’Captain- General of Cuba;

- V , ‘ Havana,-Octobe-r 6, 1855.

j I HAVE the honour of acquainting your Excellency that I; have
received intelligence from Her Majesty’s Consul at Cuba, to the effect that
Commander Philiimore, of H‘erMajesty’s steam-sloop “ Medea,” has called
at the port of Santiago, and had informed Mr. Consul Forbes that he had
fallen in with an English brig at sea, and the master of which informed
Captain Phillimore that he had landed two persons, the one a Spaniard,
and therother a South American, at Jamaica, who formed part of the crew

of a brig slaver, under Brazilian colours, which had landed a cargo of Bozai
CLASS B. ' ' '



4 10 SPAIN. (Consular)-—Havana.

negroes on the 7th ultimo (September), at a place eighty miles distant from

Manzanillo, in this island.

I hasten to give this infom‘nation to your Excellency, as I presume the

slaver in question was the same which was alluded to by your Excellency

as having. landed her cargo in the district of Puerto Principe, and connected

with which some papers were seized, in possession of a person who was

supposed to have been employed in, or as an agent of, that expeghtlon, the

papers being in the Portuguese Ianghage ; and 1 shall be glad 1f the fact

(which has been discovered in so unexpected a manner) of the siaver having

been under Brazilian colours, should be aiding in eliciting the truth, upon

the examination of the party implicated, and detained under that accusation.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inelosure 2 in No. 382.

The Captain- General of Cuba to Consul- General Crawford.

(Translation) Havana, October 15, 1855.

IN attention to the communication of your Honour, of the 6th of this

month, in which you inform me of the information which, through the

Commander of the steamer “ Medea,” you have had, concerning the disem-

barkation of negroes, which took place, according to your information, .in

the district of Puerto Principe, .I' can merely reply to your Honour, that I

am waiting for the proceedings which, in consequence, on the subject, must

have been instituted by the authorities of those j urisdictions, and that,

according to the merits that may appear by the results, I shall proceed as

justice may dictate.
God preserve, 8m.

(Sigiimi) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

lne’losure 3 in No. 382.

Consul-Genw‘al Crawford to Me Captain-Genei'al of Cuba.

Havana, October 18, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Excelleney’s

letter of the 15th instant, in answer to that Which I addressed to your

Excellency on the 6th, relative to the intelligence which I had received

from Her Majesty’s Consul at Cuba, as to what had been reported by

Commander Phillimore, of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Medea,” of the

two passengers who had been carried to Jamaica by an English merchant

brig, afterwards fallen in with at sea by the “ Medea,” and which two

paSsengers had beionged to a siaveir under Brazilian eoi‘ours, which had,

on the 7th ultimo, landed her C‘ :‘g‘o at a place eighty miles from Manmnillo.
I have now to state to your Excellency that I have received informm

tion from Manzanillo, by which it appears that a launch had brought to

that place, about the 6th of September, twelve men, who stated themselves
to have been the mate and crew of an American brig called the “ Dolphin,”
178 tons, belonging to Philadelphia, which, they stated, had been wrecked

at aplace (which is not named) thirty-seven miles from Manzanillo, 0n the

30th of August. All those men had considerable sums of money, as much as
1,600dollars each, 501116 of them more than that amount; and as they reported

that the captain had died at t1 e place where the vessel was wrecked, and she
had no other cargo than eighty tons of ballast from Aspinwall, the fact of
those men having so much money was very suspicious, but there does not

appear to have been any investigation, excepting their declarations, which
were taken through the medium of' the public interpreter, Who, it was known
at Manzanillo afterwards, had had money belonging to one of the said men
in his possession, to the amount of twenty-two ounces, respecting which
an arrangement was made, because he (the interpreter) had denied that he
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had the said money ; and it does not appear that the patron of the launch
in Which they had arrived at Manzanillo had been subjected to any

judicial examination, which might have led to the discovery of the truth

in this very curious and suspicious afi’air. ' y -

Upon the other hand, I have received information from Santa Cruz,
that the number of Boza] negroes landed in that neighbourhood, in the

beginning of last month, was 490; that the vessel was a brigantine under

American colours; that the consignees were Don José Llames y Foumer;

that the former introduced the Bozals into Puerto Principe ; and that he

met with no opposition from the authorities, who, it is supposed, were
rather in favour ‘of the contraband. . ' . '

Considering it to’be my duty, I hasten to communicate, this intelli-
gence to your Excellency, for such purposes as may be deemed advisable,
in the investigation which is going on under your Excellency’s orders in
this matter.

I have, (20. ‘
(Signed) .IOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

N). 383.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendone—(Received November 13.);

(Extract) Havana, October 20, 1855.

I HAVE to acquaint your Lordship that a cargo of Bozal negroes,
consisting, as I understand, of 400 or 500, was landed in the jurisdictiOn
of Cabanas during the night of the 15th or 16th instant, and I suppose it
to have been that which I had heard was expected at Rio de la Dominica,
belonging to Don Lorenzo Pedro, whose arrangements were said to have.
been made With the authorities thereabouts for their safe introduction.

I lost no time in denouncing this infraction of the law and of the
Treaty to the Captain-Genera], Who, your Lordship will perceive by the
copy of our correspondence Which I have the honour of inclosing herewith, -
has forthwith dispatched the Brigadier Morales (1e Rada to investigate
the matter.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 383.

CbnsuZ-Geneml Crawford to the Captain-Geheml of Cuba.

Havana, October 19, 18-55;

I HAVE just heard that a cargo-of Bozal negroes was landed near ‘to
Cabanas (I presume at Rio Dominica, where I understand that a cargo

was expected belonging to Don Lorenzo Pedro) during the night of
Monday or Tuesday last. - A

The vesselrwhich brought the slaves above alluded to was, most-
likely, a suspicious-looking brig which passed this, harbour 0n the day
previous, 'but did not show any colours. , '

I request the» favour of. your Excellency informing me whether any
intelligence has reached-this Government relative to this disembarkation
of slaves; " ‘ ' ‘

’I have, 8w. ' V ‘
(Signed) 'JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 383.

The Captayin-G’eneml of Cuba to Consul- General Crawford.

(Translation) Havana, October 20, 1855.

I HAVE not the siightest intelligence of the disembarketion of Bozals
in Cabanas, near the River Dominica, of which your Honour is pleased

to treat in your communication of yesterday, received this morning,
nor do previous circumstances permit me to believe that the negroes Who
have been seen thereahouts could proceed from a, new disembarkation at

that place; but be it as it may, I give orders that the Brigadier-in-chief
of the head staff, Don Joaquim Morales de Rada, sets out this moment, to

inquire into the certainty of the matter, and to proceed accordingly, and
this very night the said Chief wii] be at the Dominica, and the Lieutenant-
Governor of the district shall have received suitable orders.

God preserve, 8L0.
(Signed) JOSE. DE LA CONCHA.

 

N0. 384.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.———(Re-ceieetl November 13.)

My Lord, Havana, October 22, 1855.

A NEGRO man who stated his name to be Cuaco Amhrister, a
native of Nassau, New Providence, presented himself at my office to claim
the protection of Her Majesty’s Government as a free British subject
unjustly and iiiegally sold into slavery in this island.

Cuaco states that he was born in the family of a certain Mr. John
Amhrister at Nassau, and that when he was grown up he sailed With said
Ambrister on board a. schooner calied the "‘ Delightf’ that the schooner

' having been lest, he accompanied a sister of Ambrister and her husband,
Dr. Anderson, from Nassau to Bez’acoa in this island, as their servant, and
resided with them as such for a long time. That Dr. Anderson died four
or fifie years; ago, and that about a year, more or less,,afterwards, his
widow, Ma's. Anderson, having determined to return to the, Bahamas,
which she has since done, sold this; man, Cuaco, into slavery, as; well as a
mulatto boy named Jem, also free, and a. native of Nassau, who came
with her and her husband from thence to Bzu'acoa.

Cuace states that he was sold to a Frenchman, M. Soict, who resold
him to Don Miguelite Orgé 01' Orgiei', and this last, about two months ago,
sent the poor feiiow here for sale consigned to Eon Jess Mouse, with whom
he new is. ’ ,

Jem is said to have been sch! to a certain Mr. John Hartmann, of
Baracoa, who has him still.

Under these circumstances 1. have requested his Excellency the
Captain-General to have Cuaco and Jem placed in deposit to await the
result of the inquiries and proofs from Nassau which I have applied for to
establish their free condition, and to redeem them from the horrors of
siavery, t0 which, if Cuaco’s statement is true, they have been feioniousiy
consigned by the said Mrs. Anderson.

1 have the honour of submitting, herewith inciosed to year Lordship,
copies of my letters to the Captain—General and to his Excellency the
Governor of Her Majesty’s Colony of the Bahamas, and I hope that, if
Cuaco’s story turns out to be true, the proofs will soon be forthcoming to
establish his claim, and that of the boy Jem, to the blessings of freedom
and lead to the conviction and punishment of the woman who so infamously’
paced them here in slavery.

‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
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Inclosure 1 in'No. 384.

Consul-General Crawford t0 the [Cajitain- General of Cuba.

Havana, October 20, 1855.

IT has come to my knowledge that a negro man, belonging to

Nassau, whose name is Cuaco Ambrister, was brought to Baracoa, in this

island, from New Providence, by a certain Dr. and Mrs. Anderson, as their

servant.
The said Dr. and. Mrs. Anderson also brought with them, as their

servan t, a muiatto boy, whose name Wa,Q Jem; i

Some four 01' five years‘rago Dr. Anderson died at Baracoa, and about

a year, or a little more, afterwards, ‘M‘rs. Anderson returned to her family

at Nassau, she being a sister of Mr.'John Ambrister, 0f that‘place, in

whose house the negro Cuaco was born; but before she went away, she

sold Cuaco and," Jem, they both being free, the former to a certain M . Solet,

who resold him to Don" Manuel Orgé 01' Orgier, at Baracoa, who has,

about two months; ago, Sent Cuaco for sale, to the care of Don Jose Mohs’é,

Cane de- Justina, No.2, in this-citv. Where he, is at present, and claims

his fveedom, of which he has 1mm unjustly and illegally deprived by

Mrs. Anderson; " v ' ,

The mulatto boy Jem was sold to Mr". John' Hartmann, of Baracoa, in

whose possession he nmv'is, or was two months ago, unjustly and illegally
sold into slavery by the same Mrs. Anderson.

I shall'transm‘it a Statement of this affair" to the G0vernor of the

Bahama Islands b_V the earliest opportunity, requesting that an'investiga-

tion may be made of the circmnstances, and, if the man Cuaco’s statement

turns out to be true, that Mrs; Anderson may be proceeded against With

:11} the rigour 0f the law; and I shall 'z‘equire that modfe be sent to me

with the least possible, delay, as to the, condition of the man Cuaco‘ and

the hey Jean at the time of their leaving Nassau, as well as that persons

to whom both were knoWn should be sent here to identify them before

the competent tribunal" 1n the meantime; I request that your Excellency

will be pleased to order the negro Cuacopnow here, and the boy'Jem at

Baracoa or elsewhere in possession ‘01' Mr. John Hartm’ann, of that place,

to be placed in deposit, to‘ await the evidence from' Nassau, for Which'I

shall apply to Her Majesty’s authorities of the Bahama Islands. ’

' . ‘ I have, 850. ‘ ' '
(Signed) 'JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 384.

Consul- Geizeiidi—Crazlgfbrcl t6 the'GovéMM' ofthe Bahamas.

A COLOURED person, Who stated himself to be a British subject,

native of Nassau, by name Cuaco Amhrister, presented himself at my

office this momin‘g,claiming protectien;/..and fiecrcu'ed: that he was born

in the house of a certain Mr. John Ambrlster, 1n the Island of New Provi-

dence; andvthat he, when'grown to be a lad, accompanied said Ambrister

on heard his schooner, the “. Delightf? of which said John Ambrister sailed

as master; that-‘the schooner Was lost; and» that he, the said Cuaco, then

went into, the service, Of a sister of‘said M1. A_mbpis‘telf,’ Who marryiedua
certain Dr. Andersen, and that he, Cuaco,", came With said Dr. and

Mrs. 'Andevson to .iBaracoa, in this island; a number of years ago, and was

their'house—servant. That Dr. Anderson died four; or five, or more years

since at Baracoa, and his Widow, about a year'or so, more 01' less, after

his death, left that place, and returned to Nassau; but that, before she

went away, she sold Cuaco and another servant‘she had, VlZ., a mulatto

bov’,"also belonging to the Bahamas, named Jeni, mto slevery, they being

free, and in no manner of way her property. That the sald Mrs. Anderson

sold Cuaco to a Frenchman, cailed Eiolet, who resold him to a certain Don

Manuedte Orger or Orgier; and that by him he, Gu‘eco, was sent here to ‘
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Havana for sale, and consigned to a person called Don José Monsé, where ,
he now is, and has not been solda because they ask 800 dollars for him,

and no purchaser has offered for him at that price.

Cuaco declares that the boy Jem was also sold by Mrs. Anderson to

a certain Mr. John Hartmann, who had him as a slave up to the time that

CuacoleftyBaracoa, two months ago.
And further, the said Cuaco states that his parents are both dead,

but that he has several brothers and sisters alive at Nassau; that one of

his btdthe'rs is called Frank, another Abraham, and another John; his

sisters, “one is Charlotte, and another Mary, who he says will be found

without difficulty. _ .
With regard to the boy Jem, I am informed by Cuaco that his father

is (lead, but that his mother was alive when he left Nassau ; whether she

is living still, he does not know, and he thinks that Jem has no brothers
or sisters, but the Ambrister family must be able to give information
about him. ‘ ‘ '

l have to request that your Excellency will be pleased to brder
inquiry into the matter, and as soon as possible obtain and forward to me
the proofs of the man Cuaco Ambrister and the boy Jem’s condition,
showing that they were free, and that Mrs. Anderson had no right to deal
With them as slaves; for even if they had originally been slaves according
to the Act 46 Geo. III, '0. 52 (1807), their having removed from :the

Bahamas without special leave of Her Majesty’s Government operated
their forfeiture to the Crown, and consequently their liberation from
slavery; but with regard to both Cuaco and Jem, especially the latter,
their ages prove that they must have been taken from Nassau after they
were absolutely free; and so Mrs. Anderson may, if the offence is proved
against her, have been guilty of a very grave offence, subjecting her to a
severe, but at the Same time a Well-merited, punishment. ‘

My object is, as your Excellency will. easily perceive, to obtain
judicial proOf's, which must all come certified by the Spanish Consul, that
Cuaco and Jem were both free, and consequently were unjustly and
illegally sold into slavery; but besides those proofs, it will be'necessary
that persons shall come here who can identify them, before I can redeem
them from-the condition in which they have beenplaced by Mrs. Anderson.

In the meantime, I have requested that they be both placed in deposit
to await the evidences, of their freedom, which 1 hope to receive from your
EXcellency with the least possible delay, and which, if" Cuaco’s statement
‘is true, I am induced to hope there will be no great difficulty in
obtaining. " -

‘ ' I have, 8L0. ,
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

~ No. 385.

The Earl of Clarendon to Oonsul-General Crawferd.

(Extract) , Foreign O_flice, November 28, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch- of the 19th ultimo, inclosing copies
of7 your correspondence ivith the Captain-General respecting the informa-
tion you had received of the proceedings of the authorities at Manzanillo,
with regard to certain sailors supposed to have formed the'crew of aslaver
which had landed her cargo; and I have to inform you that~I approve
your proceedings in this matter. ' ‘ '
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N0. 386.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, November 28, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 22nd ultimo, respecting

the case of the negro Cuaco, Who informed you that he and another negro
named Jem, natives of Nassau, had been illegally sold into slavery by a

former employer Who had brought them to Cuba; and I have to inform
you that I approve the letters which you addressed on this subject to the
Captain-General, and to the Governor Of the Bahamas. '

, I. am, 8w. _ '
(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 387.

Consul-General Crawjbrd' to the Earl of Clarendon—(Receivcd Décember 3.)

My Lord, Havana, October 25,1855. '

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your' Lutfdship7s
despatch dated the lst instant, transmitting; for my information, a
copy of a letter from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, reporting-
the shipment, in March last, of 350 slaves oh board of an American
schooner, from near the mouth of the River Congo, destinedfor this
island. . ' » ' ' ‘ v ‘ ’ " ’

' That cargo, I have no doubt, ‘has Ion" ago arrived on some part of '
the coast of this island, and has most pro ablybeeu safely landed, and

the slaves introduced, as I have no specific information to enable me to

conjecture that the schooner alluded .to by Her Majesty’s Commissioners
was eitherof the vessels which landed their cargoes“ about the period

when it would be reasonable to expect said slaver might‘have arrived on
this coast; but your Lordship must bowel] aWare that there are nume-

rous expeditions of slaves, which are safely introduCed into Cuba, of which .
we never obtain any intelligence whatever; and it is quite certain that all
which arriVe ’are landed. ' ’ '

 

I have, 8L0.
(Signed) 7 J08. T. CRAWFORD.

No. 388.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendbnt-éiReceived December 3.)

,My Lord, ' Havana, October 3], 1855.;

I HAVE the honour of laying before. your- Lordship the inclosed

copy of a letter which I have reCeived from the Captain-General, in answer

to that which I addressed to his Excellency; upon the subject of the pirates V

or Slayers who were at Manzanillo, and the landings of slaves near that

place and Santa Cruz, a copyvol' which I did myself the honour of laying

before your Lordship; in the correspondence which I had had with him

upon that subject. , a . . ‘ . ,

It appears thatGeneral Concha has beenpleased t0 avall hnnself of the

information transmitted by Mr. Hall, for such purposes as may be conve-

nient, in the investigation of the affair at Manzanillo ; but his Excellency

complains of myadmittiugrtoo easily the denotmcements which are made

to me, affecting the: characters of the officers in command, who feelthem-

selves highly offended thereby. ‘ . , ,_ . _‘ _ .
V I would respectf illyvstate- to your Lordshlp that those officers Wlthin

Whose districts of command cargoes of Bozals are landed, ought surely to

be held responsible themselves, unless they can transfer the culpability to

some one of theirsubordinates; and When I can most safely assure your
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Lordship that such is the vigilance 0f the Lieutenant-Governors and their
subordinates, everywhere in the island, that it is, I may say, impossible for
a'white man to introduce himself into the.isla.nd, 'without being detected,
it is but fair they should answer, _ and be made answerable, as to how
hundreds and h uhdreds 0f negroes are introduced in toithe island, contrary

- to the Iaws and to the Treaties, with the greatest facility, and are seldom,
if ever, of late, either detected or captured. v i

I submit to your Lordship, that when the officers under his Excellency’s .
command pursue a line of conduct which affords no room for suspicion,
and that the slaves whiCh are from day to day arriving, are either
captured, or_ hindered from being landed, they may justly complain of
imputations such as now are Unavoidably applied to them, from time to
time, when slaves are landed, or are lfeported to have been landed; in their
districts. Our justification for such imputations, whilst the Traffic is
being carried on as it is, and has been for some time past, “ that we know
by what means it is carried on and continued,” cannot but be admitted.

\Vrong information sometimes reaches Her Majesty’s officers (and of
this every advantage is taken to deny the fact), and then the feelings of
the chief of a district are wounded, even if it should so happen that the
breach of the law and the violation of the Treaty denounced did in reality
take place, not at the place stated, but in the district or command
adjoining ; for to such mistakes we are liable, because the informations we
receive may not be precise, either as to time or place, however correct they
may be in general; and the difficulty we experience in getting information
to be relied upon has also to be borne in-mind. '

There surely ' has been a cargo, if not two cargoes, of Bozals landed.
in the district of Puerto Principe, of which I had a right to complain.
One of the two may have been in the district of Bayamo, but that is best
known to his Excellency, for I‘have not denounced it. The authorities at
Manzaniilo surely did not proceed as they ought to have done with the ‘
men brought there, who stated they belonged to the American brigantine
“Dolphin,” and who were known to have had such large sums of money.
The affair of the Lieutenant-Governor of Remedios is‘treated of in m
previous number ; and as to the denial of my denouncement 0f the landing
which teok place lately at Rio de la Deminica, I had my information from
him who got his from an eye-witness; and the Government inquiry was
.not set about until seven or eight days afterwards.

I have, 8L0. ‘
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD;

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 388.

Consuleenev‘aZ Crawford t0 the Captain- Generalof Cuba, October 18, 1855.

{See Inclosure 3 in No. 382.]

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 388.

The Captain-Geneml of Cuba to Consul-Generalmeford.‘

(Translationi) Havana, October 30,‘ 1855.
I HAVE. received your Honour’s official ‘Ietter of the 18th of this

month, in relation ,to the intelligence Which you communicate to me
respecting disembarkation of Bozals- in Puerto Principe and Santa Cruz,
as well as the other matters which you mention in same. ,

In answer,_l shall say to your Honour, that in accordance with What
I have already stated to you, in the first—mentioned place proceedings are
being carried on by the Alcalde Mayor ; that there are several persons in ,
prison, and some ‘negroes detained, who appeared to be Bozals ; and that
the said proceedings are being gone on with the utmost rigour and
activity.
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Only for what may be useful, I will send notice of the information

which your Honour communicates to me relative to the disembarkation of

Americans in Manzanillo, in order that the corresponding investigations

may be gone into. . , V,
In directing to your Honour this answer to your already-mentioned

official letter of the 18th, I must call your attention, by saying to you that

it is very painful to me that ‘you should so easily admit accusations against

the authorities established in different parts of this island, for, notwith-

standing that these accusations may fall to the ground, the reputation

and honour of worthy and respectable persons who have complied

strictly with their duties are thus injured. , ‘

In this position the Lieutenant-Gov‘ernors of Puerto Principe, Bayamo,

Manzanillo, and Remedios, now find themselves, who have proceeded With

all the zeal and activity which could be required of them by this Govern-

ment, and even exceeding in their duty,- if possible, on account of ?their

being Chiefs of tested reputation, they understand how easily is offended

on that point the honour of persons holding employments. Thus it

happens that thesepersons in emplOyment create for themselves personal

enemies, for no other cause than the strictness and loyalty which they

observe in their operations. ' ,

‘God preserve, 8w. ' " ‘

(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

No. 389.

Coml-General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.‘(Received December 3.)

‘ My Lord, ' , Havana, November 3,’ 1855.

WITH referenCe to my despatch of the 22nd ultimo, 'reSpectihg

the negro Cuaco Ambrister, and the mulatto lad Jem, who, as it has been

stated by the former, were sold into slavery at Baracoa, in this island, .by

Mrs. Anderson, of Nassau, New Providence, the Captain-General has

replied to my letter, Stating that it is not the practice to deposit, or to‘take

and hold in deposit, suchpersons as Cuaco {and Jem, but to exactisecurity

for their appearance when called for, and that that is all that can be done

until I can present the proofs from Nassau. , ~
Under these circumstances, I have considered the delay which would

be unavoidable were we to abide the course‘of the ‘mail hence, viii San

Thomas, thence to the Bahamas by sailing vessels, and back here by the

same route, Which would certainly occupy two, and more probably three

months, during which period these poor creatures would be exposed to

the horrors of slavery, perhaps in its most cruel form, because of their

. having claimed their freedom. ‘ ‘ ' ‘ '

l have therefore requested Commander Napier, of Her Majesty’s 5100p

of war the “ Daring,” to proceed to Nassauwith my despatch to Governor

Sir'Alexander Bannerman, and the “ Daring” Will sail. upon this service in

the course of to-day, by which means I hope to receive the result of the

investigations '_from thence in two or three weeks, Which Ihope will be

approved [by your Lordship. - '

' I have, Ste. _ . ‘
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. ,

 

N0. 390; _

Consul-Geneml Crawford t0 the Earl of Cla1‘enolon.—-~‘(Received December 3.)

(Extract) 1 I I » Havana, November 9, 1855.

I HAVE to report to your Lordship another most glaring infraction
of the Treaty for the suppression of Slave Trade, which took place on one
of the last days of the past month of October, on the south coast of this

CLASS B. ' *
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island, district or jurisdiction of Villa Clara, at the Granadillo, or San
Lazaro del Granadillo.

This vessel was the brigantiue, formerly under American colours,

called the “Midas,” an old trader to this port from New Orleans, 186 tons

register, and the number of Bozals landed was 516.
It is said that their cedulas were delivered ready for their arrival,

and cost the parties interested 5,000 dollars, or about 10 dollars a-head,

Which was paid to the officer who has charge of the issue of those docu-
ments ; and it is also said that the diSembarkation was effected at a place

where the Escribano of the Government of Villa Clara has a store and
adjoining property. . '

It is therefore not surprising that the Alcalde Mayor of said Villa
Clara, who had gone to the coast in qrder to investigate this matter, had
returned, unable, as usual, to make any discoveries, or obtain any proofs

of such landing having taken place.
But of the fact there is not the smallest doubt. The slaves were sold

on the spot where they were landed, at from. .16 to 24 ounces each, and

they are offered here at 28 ounces, one lot not being less than 120. Besides
which, I know from persons entirely to be credited, that the Master and
Mate of the “ Midas” came to this city after they had effected the landing
of their cargo of Bozals, that they stated they had burnt the vessel, and
that they are already departed for the United States.

Your Lordship has in this a new proof of the conduct of the Spanish
officers in this most scandalous affair. There was no seeking of an
uninhabited part of the coast; there seems to have been but little or no

secresy; the parties interested were provided with the cedulas, awaiting

the slaver’s arrival; 516 Bozal negrqes are landed without any difficulty
or opposition on the part of the authorities ; many of them are sold
on the spot; the vessel is set fire tq or sunk as soon as she is divested
of her miserable cargo; the siaver captain and the mate cross the island,
which they could not have done without having their passes for that
purpose; and I believe I may securely state to your Lordship that more
than 100 of the Bozals brought by the “ Midas” are already in the city
of Havana, being offered for sale. Is it, then, to be wondered at that the
Slave Trade continues to be carried on, when there are such facilities ’2

1 repeat to your Lordship, that every slave which leaves the coast of
Africa, and arrives on the coast of the Island of Cuba, is sure to he landed,
if he survives the voyage.

 

No. 391. ,

Consul-G’enea‘al CraltLgfbrd to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receited December 17.)

(Extract) Havana, November 24, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch dated the 26th ultimofit transmitting the copy of'a despatch
addressed by your Lordship to Lord Howden, Her Majesty’s Minister
at Madrid, upon the subject of any despatches of the 10th and 11th of
August, reporting that 510 Bozal negroes were landed at San Cayetano,‘
on or about the 5th of that month. The result of General Concha’s
investigation of that matter was, that as Brigadier Morales de Rada,
who was sent upon that service, could discover no traces of the negroes,
his Excellency came to the conclusion that no landing took place at that
place, or at that time. My information, however, was so positive thatI
have not the least doubt of the fact of their introduction.

 

4* No. 376,
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No. 392.

C'onsul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Received December 17.)

(Extract) Havana, November 27, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch dated the 9th instant, I beg leave to

inclose herewith to your Lordship a copy of correspondence Which I have

had With the Captain-General upon the subject of the disembarkation of

Bozal negroes therein alluded to, which took, place at Granadilio, a place

on the north side (not on the south side) of this island, in the jurisdiction

of Villa Clara. .
Your Lordship will observe that his Excellency admits that my

information may be correct, and that he had sent his adjutant, Colonel

Llorente, to investigate 'the matter. .

My advices from Villa Clara are to the 22nd instant; Colonel Llorente

had been there some days, but my letters do not mention that he had

been able to make any discoveries in the matter as to which he is

commissioned by the Captain-General.

 

' Inclosure 1 in No. 392.

Censul-Geneml Crawford to the Captatn-Geneml of Cuba.

Havana, November 12, 1855.

.IT has come to my knowledge that 516 Bozal negroes have been

landed in the jurisdiction of Villa Clara, at the ‘Fembarcadero San Lazaro,

surgidero del Granadillo,” and I understand that they are offered for sale

V in this city, duly provided With ceduias, etc. 7 ' .

The vessel which was called the “ Mitlas,”‘186 tons, was, it 'is said,

either sunk 01‘ burnt, as scenes the slaves were got on shore, and the

master and mate passed through Havana 0n gtheir way to the United

States, for which destination they embarked from this port a few

days ago. , '
I request the favour of your Excellency’s informing me Whether

any of the Bozals of this expedition have been captured, or anything

ascertained by the efforts of the corresponding authorities, Which may lead

to the detection and punishment of those who have been engaged in this

flagrant infraction of the law and‘of the Treaty foi‘ the suppression, of the

Slave Trade, so as to enable me to report accurately upon this subject to

Her Majesty’s Government. = ‘ ' ' ’ ‘

V i / Ihave, &c.‘ ‘ '
(Signed) . JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclesfire? in N0. 392.

The Captain-General of Cuba to Consul-Gene-ral Crawford. ,

(Translation) " " Havana, November .14, 1855.

I HAVE received yourHonour’s communication of the 10th of this

month, in which you announce to me that at a place called the Granadillo,

jurisdiction of Remedies, there has just been a disembarkation of Bozals.

1With the intelligence that the occurrence might be true Which your

Honour denounces to me, 'I have directed my Aide-de-eamp, Colonel Don

Hipolito Llorente, to set Out, as he has already done, for said place, for

the purpose of drawing up the necessary proceedings, and according to

the result obtained, niy subordinate authorities will proceed according to

the existing laws. ,
God preserve, 8L0. ’ '

(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.
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No; 393.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, December 22, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatph of the 31$t of October, inelos-

ing copies of your correspondence with the Captai11~General of Cuba

respecting the disembarkation of negroes at Puerto Principe and Santa

Cruz, and I have to acquamt you that I haveinstructed Her Majesty’s ‘

Minister at Madrid to state to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs,

that Her Majesty’s Government concur in the observations made in your

above-named despatch, upon the complaint brought forward by General

Coucha in his letter to you of the 29th of October, as to the readiness
which he alleges is shown by you in giving credit to accusations inju-

rious to the honour and reputation of the authorities of Cuba.

' I am, 5L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No] 394. ,

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, I Foreign Oflfce, December 22, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 3rd ultimo, reporting

your proceedings on behalf of the slayesCuaco and Jem, who have claimed

their freedom; and I have to inform you that I approve your having

req uested the commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Daring f’ to c011vey your

despateh upon the subject to the Governor of the Bahamas, in order to

avoid delay. ‘ I
I am, 81c. '

(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. .395.

The Earl of Clarendon.“ Consul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, ? , ' V Foreign Ofice, December 22, 1855.

IN a despatch which I have lately received from Mr. Lettsom, &c.*

he states that he had been informed that the condition of the Yucatan

labourers in Cuba. is “truly pitiahle ;” and I have to desire that you will

make every inquiry in your power, ztnd report to me what is the actual

state of these unfortunate Indians. '
I am, 8m.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 396.

The Earl of Clarendonto Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, December 29, 1855.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Earl of
Chichester, requesting that measures may be taken in order to discover

and send to England an emancipated African named John Baptist Dasalu,
now in Cuba, in whose fate the’ Church Missionary Society take great
interest.

You will find in the papers which accompany Lord Chichester’s‘ letter
such particulars as the Church Missionary Society are enabled to furnish

'* No. 208.
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respecting the man in question, and I have to instruct you to use your
best endeavours to trace him; and should yen succeed in doing So, you
will take such steps as may be practicable and necessary in’order to
enable him to leave Cuba, and you 'will provide him with a passage to
this country, the expense of which will. be borne by the Society. ‘

‘ ' lam, 8L0. v
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 396.

The Etrrl of Chichester lo Loyd Wodehouse.

Dear Lord Wodehouse, ‘ Stamner, December 24, 1855.

I AM requested by the Church'Missionary Society to transmit the

inclosed.
We hope that Lord Clarendon will forward it'to Her‘Majesty’s Consul

at Havana, desiring him to make inquiries for the man to whom it refers.

As the Society is prepared to pay the cost of his passage to Africa, I,trust

that there will be no difficulty in granting this favour, or much trouble to

the Consul in effecting our object.
I remain, &c.

(Signed) ICHICHESTER

 

l,iiclOSHre 2 in No. 396.

Statement respecting a Liberated Afi‘ican; or Emancipado, now'in the Havana.

FROM the information received by a'party of emancipadOS, who. have

lately passed through England on their return to Africa, it appears that

there still remains at the Havana a negro, named John Baptist Dasalu, in

whom the Church Missionary Society feels much interest, as 'he was one

of the early converts of the missionaries of the society, and was taken

prisoner by the ‘Dahomians in their invasion of Abbeokuta, and by them
sold into slavery.

Admiral Bruce and Captain Heseltine, While on that station, made

every eH‘ortwith the King of Dahomey to procure his release, but without

effect.
It now appears that the slaver conveying him to Cuba was captured

by a British man-of-war and condemned at Havana, where he was

liberated as an emancipado under the Treaty with Spain, , . V _

The Church Missionary Society are willing to engage for the payment

of his passage to England, if Her Majesty’s Consul at the Havana will be

good enough to procure him a passage on reasonable terms and send him

to England as soon as the weather is more favourable for his arrival in

this climate. “ ' '

,A letter from the Rev.'S'. Crowther, now in Africa, respecting Dasalu,

and a letter dictated by Dasalu himself, are annexed, which will, it is

hoped, enable the Consul to find out and identify the individual. 3
‘ ' (Signed) H. ,VENN,‘ . *

' Secretary to Church Missionary Society;
Church Missionary House, December 21, 1855." . ' ' ‘

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 396.

The Rev. S. Crowther t0 the Rev. H. Venn.

Rev and dear Sir, . ' Lagos, October 9, 1855.

THE emancipados have arrived and were safely landed. I have also

received the letter of introduction‘given to them by our Abbeokuta

convert, John Baptist Dasalu, who was carried away and sold into

foreign slavery by the Dahomiahs, in spite of every attempt made first by
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Captain Heseltine, R.N., and afterwards by Rear-Admiral Bruce and

other friends who interested themselves in his liberation at any price.
It appears from the statement of the emancipados, that the vessel

which was conveying Dasalu across the Atlantic was captured some-
where near Cuba, and the slaves were liberated in Havana under the care

of the Spanish Government. If this statement be correct, and as all our

Church members, no less than ourselves, are still so much interested in

Dasaiu’s liberation, if it were not asking too much, may I beg your kind

favour to represent John Baptist Dasalu’s case to the authorities in
England, and if possible to procure his restoration to his family and
country?

The emancipados assured me that if the matter be properly repre-

sented to Her Majesty”s Consul. at Havana, that there would be no diffi-
culty in his restoration. '

(Sighed) SAML. CROWTHER.

P.S.—I inclose Dasalu’s letter of introduction written in Spanish.

 

No. 397.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, January 19, 1856.

WITH reference to your desgatch of the 1st of June last, in
which you stated that you had reason to believe that 3,000 or 4,000
emancipados had been made to supply the places of an equal number of
slaves who had died, I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a
despatch* Which I have received frouri Lord Howden, inclosing é. copy of
the answer returned by the, Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, to a
representation which Lord Howden addressed to him upon the above-
mentioned subject. ,

I am, &c. , .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 398.

Consul-Geneml Orawford tolthe Earl of Olarendon.—(Received January 30, 1856.)

My Lord, Havana, December 20, 1855.

THE Commissioner sent to Villa Clara to investigate the affair of the
landing of Bozal negroes at Granadillo, Which I did myself the honour of
reporting to your Lordship; in my last number, has returned, and the result
has been the capture of 31,s1aves, and, the suspension of all the principal
authorities of that place, who are subjected to a criminal prosecution
before the Royal Audiencia, but I understand the proofs against them will
turn out to be insufficient for their condemnation, although the Captain-
General is morally cdnvinced of their complicity and connivance. _

It is very satisfactory to me that it was from my correspondent ethat
Colonel Llorente obtained the clue to the discoveries he was enabled to
make, but for Which he Would most probably have returned here without
any information at all, and would necessarily have reported that no such
disembarkation had taken place.

- . I have, 850.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 



SPAIN, (Consular) “Havana. 423

No. 399.

Consul-Geneml Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received January 30, 1856.)

My Lord, Havana, December 26, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated the 28th ultimofié containing your Lordship’s high

approval of the letters which I had addressed to his Excellency the

Captain-General and to the Governor of the Bahamas, with the view to my

obtaining the liberation from slavery of a negro called Cuaco or Quaco

Ambrister, and a mulatt'o named Jem, who were taken from Nassau t0

Baracoa’, and‘ there sold. '_

I have now the honour of laying before your Lordship copy of

further correspondence upon this subject which I haVe had with General

Concha. _
I have, &c.

(Signed) yJOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure l in N0. 399.

The Captaianeneral of Cuba to Consul- General Crawford.

(Translation.) ‘ Havana, December 20; 1855.

IN consequence of the Communication which your Honour addressed

to this Government 011 the 20th October last, denouncing the sale made

by Mrs. Anderson, in Baracoa, of the negro named Cuaco, and the mulatto

Jem,'notwithstanding their being free, I took the necessary measures to

arriVe at the truth of that actgand from inquiries which I made for that

purpose, it resulted that the first of said individuals is in possession of

Don Agustin Mones, Callejou de Justis No. 2, for sale, by order of his

master. The negro being examined answered, that it was true that he

came from Providence, with his mistress, who SOId him to the American

Consul, Mr. John Hartman, at Baracoa; Mr. Hartman afterwards made

him over, in like manner, to a Frenchman, of the name of Don Pedro

Soulet, and he to Don Manuel Orgeit, his last owner; and that likewise

the mulatto Jem, who is‘ at present in the possession of the aforementioned .

Consul at Baracoa, came with him. ‘ ' ' '

The proceedings were in this state whenil received the other‘commu-

, nication from your Honour, transmitting to me the formalities practised

at Nassau, to investigate into the said affair. Those proceedings consist

of two declarations of two inhabitants of New Providence, by which the .

sale of the negro and mulatto is pro'Ved, although stating that they were

sold under the belief that they were , slaves; and of two extracts from the

Register of Slaves, which John Ambrister, a landed proprietor of San

Salvador, had from 1828 to 1831, upon which registry “Cuaco” or Juan,

and “ Jaime” or Jaines, fighre as fugitive slaves. ' ' -

Not satisfied with this informationll asked for reserVed papers from

the authorities at Barae‘oa,the result of which was, that in the year 1820

or 1821, Dr. James Anderson arrived in, that city, With the intention of

buying rural property, which he did, in the district of Mata ; that within

a few months his lady arrived, bringing some slaves, amongst whom were

the two in question. The former was ‘sold bythe Doctor himself iu'1831,

to Don Felipe Hartman, now dead, and is at present in» the possession of

Don Juan of the same name; and the latter passed, likewise, by sale, in the

years 1837 or 1838, into the possession of Don José Rivas, and afterwards

to that of different owners. That both arrived at Baracoa as slaves, and

that with them their owners brought, as free, a brother of the mulatto,

who returned to Providence within a. few months, in the same condition,

and a female, who, after the death of Dr. Anderson, went away with his

widow, in the end of 1847; and that the mulatto, as well as the negro,

’3‘ No. 386.
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remained in Baracoa, without having claimed their liberty, notwithstandin g
the lapse of thirty—five years.

Your Honour will comprehend that in treating of occurrences of such
long standing, in which no appearance of illegality has been discovered,
I do not consider myself justified in instituting officially a. judicial investi-
gation. This, however, does not interfere with the parties interested
presenting themselves to the “Sindico,” claiming What they believe they
have a right to; nor either that your Honour, in your private capacity,
shall afford to them the instructione and necessary means to obtain a
judicial discussion which may leave permanently established their true
Civil position.

God preserve, 850.
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 399.

C’onew-General Crauy‘brd to the Captain- General of Cuba.

Havana, December 26, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Excel-
]eney’s letter of the 20th instant, in answer to my communication of the
20th October and 16th ultimo, respeeting the liberation from slavery of
the negro Quaco Ambrister, and the mulatto Jem, into Which condition
they were illegally sold by Dr. and Mrs. Anderson, at Baracoa, in this
island, some years ago.

I have considered the objections which are stated by your Excel-
lency to the ordering of proceedings officially in this case, upon the
principle that both the said negro and the said mulatto were slaves at
Nassau,. and in that condition were brought to this island by Dr. and
Mrs. Anderson. V

But I have to state to your Excellency, that according to the Act
of Parliament 46 Geo. III, cap. 52, anno 1807, the removal of slaves from.
any British Colony to any foreign country or Settlement was prol’libited,
and that the removalvol' any slaves from any British Colony, from and
after the passing of said Act of Parliament, operated their confiscation
to the Crown of Great Britain, and, eonsequently, the immediate freedom
of every such slave so illegally removed; so that Cuaco Ambrister and
Jem, having been illegally removed from Her Majesty’s Colony of the
Bahamas, were no longer slaves, nor the property of Dr. and Mrs. Ander-
son, who were punishable for having $0 removed them fromNassau.

I therefore claim those two persons, as being free subjects of Her,
Majesty, and I hope that your Excellency will order them to be given up
to me, without further proceedings, since .it appears by the reports which
have been received by your Excellency (the resultof the inquiries respecting
them here and at Baracoa), there can be no doubt of their identity, which,
nevertheless, if your Excellency should deem it necessary, I am ready to
prove, by the witnesses I shall have brought from Nassau for that purpose.
' ' l have, &C.

(Signed) JOS. '1‘. CRAWFORD.

 

N0. 400.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendom—n—(Received January 30, 1856.)

(Extract) i Havana, December 27, 1855.

I HAVE been informed that a cargo,- consisting of no less than 430
Bozal Degrees, were landed at Cabanas on the 26th of May last, from on
board a echooner called the “ Gracias” or the “ Gracci._” '

My informant states these slaves were lauded by the side of the fort,
almost quite publicly, and with the connivance of the commanding officer
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and the other authorities. .l have no reason to doubt this story; but, on

the contrary, 1t has been confirmed by the result of the inquiries I have

made.

 

No. 401.

The Earl of Clarendon lo Consul—Gcneml Gruujhrd.

Sill Foreign Oflice, February 1, 1856. .

WITH reference to your (lespatch of the Slst of October last,

inclosing copies of your correspondence with the Captain-General of Cuba.

respecting some slave-trading operations and other occurrences at Mama—

nillo and Santa Cruz, I transmit herewith, for your information, copies of

a despatch Which I addressed to Lord Howden, instructing him to make

a representation to the S anish Government upon'the subject of yOur

above-named despatch, am {of a despatch which I have receivedfifrom

Lord Howden in reply.* , . -
I am, 8w. .

(Signed) v CLARENDON.’

 

No. 402.

, The Earl of Clarendon to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, V ' ' * ' Foreign Ofiice, February 8, 1856. i

I HAVE received your deSpatch of the 26th December last, inclosiug

copies of further correspondence between yourself and the Captain-

General of Cuba, respecting the negro ‘Cuaco Ambrister and. the mulatto

named Jem, Who are alleged to have been illegally conveyed away from

the Bahamas, and to have been sold as slaves in Cuba.

And I have to acquaint you that I approve of the letter which you

addressed on the 26th December'to General Conclm,‘ claiming Cuaco and

Jem as free British subjects. ' ' , »
‘ I am, 8L0. ' )
(Signed) , CLARENDON.

 

N0. 403. V

The Emfl of Clarendon t0 C'ons-ul- Ge-neé'az' Crawford.

Sir, ' v ‘ ~ Foreign Oflice, February 8, 1856;

I HAVE received your despatch of the 31St of December lastfi

inclosing a Copy of a Decree published by General Concha 0n the _10th of

that month, providing for the registration of slaves in Cuba.

If, as you observe, the regulations laid down" in this Decree shall be

punctually carried into effect by the Several authorities; if the returns

therein prescribedflshall be used as a means of establishing an accurate

census of the slave population in Cuba ; and if that census shall be revised

at fixed periods, it is to be hoped that this system of registration may

tend in some ‘measure to prevent the importatioii into Cuba of fresh

African slaves. ‘ .' . ;

And as Her Majesty’s Government trust that the Decree of the 10th of

December may have this efiect,I have to instruct, you to express to General

Concha the satisfaction With Which they have learnt that he has adopted

measures Which, if faithfully executed, are calculated to check the continu-

ance of the Slave Trade. ' ' ‘ ' . > , ‘ " ‘

‘ ' _ I am, 8L0.
, (Signed) ' CLARENDON. j
 

. * Nos. 307 and 315. "r Class A?No. 42.

CLASS B. .
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Ne. 404.

Consul- General Crawford t0 the Earl of Clarendon.——(Rcceived ZVIarc/L 5.)

My Lord, Havana, January 29, 1856.

IN doing myself the honour of" acknowledging the receipt of your
Lordship’s despatch dated the 22nd of December,$6 approving my haying
requested Commander Napier, of Her Mnjesty’s sloop “ Daring,” to _
convey my despatch t0 the Governqr of the Bahamas, upon the subject
of the two men, Cuaco and Jem, who are claiming their release from
slavery, I have to report to your Lordship that I have not yet received an
answer from the Captain—General to my claim for these Unfortunate men’s
‘Iiberation, copy of which I laid before your Lordship in my despatch
of the 26th ultimo, founded. upon their having been forfeited to the Crown
by Dr. Anderson's violation of the Act 46 Geo. III, c. 52, anno 1807.

 

I have, &C. »
(Signed) JOS. '1‘. CRAWFORD.

NO. ‘405.

Consul- General Orangfbrd .to the Earl of ClarendQn.—(Received March 5.)

(Extract) Havana, January 29, 1856.

I HAVE the honour of aeknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
deepatch dated the 22nd.ultimo,1L directing me to make every inquiry in
my power, and report to your Lordship the actual state of the Yucatan
labourers in this island, Mr. Lettsom, Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afilaires at
Mexico, having stated to your Lordship that he had been informed their
condition is truly pitiable. . ,

It is the nature of the Indians ot'Yucatan to despond for a long while
after their separation from their tribes, but they have known little else
than suffering in their own country, and so they are always tame and
submissive, conforming themselves t6) their fate, so that they make few
complaints, and, excepting such as are subjected to labour in the fields, I am
disposed to think that they are tolerably contented with their condition
here. v.

"A's house servants, and most of them are so employed, they are
generally well. treated, but there are exceptions where these poor people
have been so unlucky as to have been taken by unfeeling masters and
mistresses, by whom they are hard worked, ill-clothed and fed, as well as
cheated of their stipulated wages.

It has been found that they have not that robustness Which is required
for field labour, and therefore that they are not inquired for by the
planters ; indeed, the speculation of Messrs. Goicouria and Zangronis has
not turned out to be profitable, for several reasons: first, because of the
considerable amount'whieh it is understood they paid for their privilege,
and the premiums they incurred to parties whom they employed in
Yucatan; secondly, becaflse the Indians, it turned out, Were not to be
caught in numbers sufficient to make the trade worth following; and,
lastly, because there was not demand enough for such labourers, so that
after the arrival here of the last importations, they lay on hand for a very
long time, and had to be maintained. at a great eXpense. Latterly, none
have been obtained from Yucatan, so that the trade from thence may be
considered as, at an end, unless something should occur to Operate its
revival,'which does not seem likely to be the case.

Under these circumstances, the parties have engaged the services of
aSpanlsh priest, who was formerly belonging to the Cathedral at Santiago
de-Cuba, &c. That person 'is now at the northern frontier of Mexico

*‘ No. 394. 1- No. 395.
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employed in the endeavour to engage or obtain, by any means, the Indians,

01‘ other peones, to be sent here under Goicouria’s and Zangronis’ privilege,

in Which a certam Mr. Tamez of Mexico is also interested.

The priest has agenmes at San Luis Potosi, and at Monterrey in

Mexico.

 

No. 406. ,

Consul—General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Received erch 5.)

My Lord,
Havana, January, 30, 1856.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s

.despatch of the 29th of December last, and its inclosure, instructing

me to endeavour to trace a certain emancipated African, named John

Baptist Dasal‘u, and should I succeed in doing So, to take Such steps as

may be practicable and necessary. in order to enable him to leave Cuba,

providing‘him With a passage to this country, the expenses of whieh Will

be borne by the Church Missionary Society;

I shall Use my utmost endeavours to accomplish the Earl of

Chichester’s request, in obedience to your Lords‘hip’s instruction.

 

. I have, 8L0. .
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

No. 407.

The Earl of Clarendon to Cansul-Geneml Crawford.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofiice, March'19, 1856.

WITH reference to your deepatch of the 20th of December last,

I inclose, for your information, the accompanying‘eopy ,of a despatch'i‘

from Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, inclusing copies of his corre-

‘ spondence With the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the occasion

of his communicating to his Excellency the result of the investigation

instituted by the Captain-General of Cuba With regard to the landing of

a cargo of Bozal negroes at Granadillo in the morllth of October last. ,,
am &_c, .

(Signed) ’ CLARENDON.

 

*, No. 7320.
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NoT 408.

Vice- Consul Snz-ith-to the Earl of Cla‘rmdonr—(Received August 4.)

(Extract) I Trinidad (16 Cuba, June 30, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that thei‘ehave not
been any slaves from Africa landed in this jurisdiction during the period
nf my residence here, from the lst of March last to this date. V ,

Soon after my arrival here a slaver made her appearance on‘ this
coast, but was unable to effect a landing of her cargo, owing to the
measures taken to prevent it 'by theee local authorities.

I have no doubt that this vessel was the brig “ Horatio,” of
Thomaston, United States, which about that time successfully effected a
landing of slaves at Ortigosa, and was afterwards picked up abandoned at
ea, and carried into Key West. ‘

It is a source of no little satisfaction to me to be able to report to
your Lordship that the most notorious slave—trader in this district, and
perhaps in the whole island, is about to leave the country.

Having reason to believe that two, if not three, expeditions, with
slaves from Africa, are expected shortly to arrive on the coast in this
neighbourhood, I did not fail to communicate the information I had
received to Her Majesty’s Consui-Genera] at Havana, and“that officer
having called the attention of .the Captain-General to the factvthat so
many slavers were on the eve of arriving here, the most positive orders
have been received by these local authorities to prosecute with vigour all
those concerned in such unhallowed Traffic, and accordingly such mea-
sures have been taken by them as will, doubtless, if properly carried out,
result in the capture of the expected expeditions, should they be so bold
as to attempt a landing of their cargoes in this jurisdiction.

 

N0. 409.

Vice-Cmrsul Smiih 10,1716 Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 13.)

My Lord, Trinidad (16 Cuba, September 30, 1855.

IN doing myself the honour of reporting to your Lordship the state
of the Slave Trade in this district of Cuba, I have the satisfaction to
acquaint you, that since the date of my deSpatch of the 30th June.
last, two vessels, with full cargoes of slaves on board, having failed to
effect a disembarkation in this jurisdiction, were compelled to sail away
with them, doubtless for some other part of the island.

I received information of the first one towards the end of July. The
vessel was seen for several days hovering ofl' Zarsa, but finally dis-
appeared, I have been assured, without having effected her purpose. ‘

The other, a large brigantine under American colours, and said to
have had upwards of 500 slaves on board, made her appearance in' this
vicinity about the middle of Auguet, and, from information of a reliable
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character which I had respecting this vessel, it appears that, being short
'of provisions, the crew upon their arrival on this coast were in a state of
?.mu‘tiny; that the master or seine person concerned in the expedition
offered to soil the sieves at almost any price to get rid of them, but neither

at Saneti Spiritus nor at this place could he find anybody willing to take

upon himself the risk of accepting the consignment or the slaves or
vessel. A supply of provisions, however, was obtained from the shore

(said to have been procured by means 01' a “guairo” sent from Casilda),

and the slaver made sail to .the eastward. ' '
The Commandant of Marine of this port having sent the Spanish

war-stea‘mer “Neptune” in pursuit, it is very probable that she would
have come up with and captured the s'laver, had 'not the steamer most

unfortunately fallen short of coal, and been obliged to return to port just
as the Commander had received information from a Iishing—vessel that a
suspicious—looking brigantine answering entirely to the description of‘ the

siaver, had been seen by them the day [nevious crowding all sail in the
direction of Santa Cruz, off which port I understand shefiremeined at

anchor fin‘ty-eight henrs. . ' ‘ .
Owing to the fearful ravages made among the slaves by cholera last

year, labourers on this part of the island, especially on the sugar estates,

are exceedingly scarce ; indeed; so‘ scarce that had the shivers in question

been, able to efi'eet a disembarkation of their negeoes without discovery,
the very highest prices would readily have been obtained for'them

here. ' v ,
The fact, then, of two, if not three vessels, with full cargoes of slaves

on board having been driven away from the coast of this jurisdiction
within the last few months, is another proof that when the local

authorities act with Vigilance and zeal, and are determined to cause the
Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade 130 be honestly and
faithfully observed, it becomes an exceedingly difficult matter for those
engaged in that detestable Trafiic, to effect their Wicked ends even in

the Island of Cuba.
' I have, &C.

(Signedi WM. SIDNEY SMITH.

No. 410.

Vice- Consul S'inith eto the Eav'l qf Clarendon.-—(Receivecl Jammy 30, 1856.)

(Extract) Trinidad de Cuba, December 31, 1855.

IT is With very great satisfaction that I do myself the honour. of

reporting to your Lordship that there have not been any slaves from

Africa landed within the jurisdiction of this Vice-Consulate during the

quarter of the year ended this day. , ‘ ’ '

' I have .inibrmation, of a. reliable character, that no less than five

vessels with full cargoes of slaves on board have, during the past year,

attempted to effect a disembarkation on the coasts in this vicinity, but
happily without success- It is to‘be regretted, however, there should

eKist so much reason to believe that their attempts at other points of the

island were more fortunate. ‘ _ .

I would respectfully beg leave to notice to your Lordship the vigilance
and zeal exercised, and the determination hitherto evinCed by Lieutenant-

Governor Colonel Riqueime, to cause the due observance of the Treaty
for suppression of the Siave Trade in this district of Cuba. Such praise— .
worthy cenduct 0n the part of the I,icutenant-Governor demonstrates in

' the clearest manner that when the local authorities are animated‘with a

proper spirit, and are in earnest in .what they do to put'down the horrible

Traffic, it becomes almost impossible for the slaveLtrader to eseape

detection, attempt to land his victims where he may on this island.
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No. 41].

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Herman.

Sir, . Foreign Oflice, May 14, 1855.

I TRANSMI’T‘ to you, herewith, a copy of a letter, and of its
inclosu’res,* from the Colonial Office, respecting the arrival in the port{ ot
Avlona of a Turkish vessel'from the coast of Barbary With 50 slaves on

board, Which were publicly sold there; and I have to desire that you will
inquire into the circumstances attending the embarkation of these slaves,
and that you Will report to me all the information which you may 'be able
to obtain respecting this, or any similar transactions taking place Within
the limits of your Consulate.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. No. 412.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Herman.

Sir, Fbreign Ofilce, May 16, 1855,

I TRANSMIT to you, herewith, for your information, a copy of a
despatch’f from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, inclosing a
copy of a Vizirial letter by which the Pasha of Tripoli is directed to put
a stop to any Traffic in Slaves between the territory under his government
and the Island of Candia.

I am, 810.
(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 413.

Consul Herman to the Earl of Olarendon.——(Received July 7.)

My Lord, Tripoli, June 11, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 14th May last, instructing me to furnish you With
all the information‘I might ‘be able to collect on the “subject of 50 negro
slaves that were conveyed from this port to Avlona in Albania by the
Turkish ship “ Sari Perms.”

On application to the proper authorities here, I find that the; vessel in
question, which had been chartered by an Albanian merchant, one Deli
Bairam, With a cargo of dates, 50 slaves, and eleven passengers, cleared out
on the 5th of April last for Durazzo.

I have further the honour to state that the embarkation of these
slaves violated no standing orders. Anterior to the receipt of your Lord-

5“ Inclospres 1, 2, and 3 in No. 422. 1- Class B, presented 1855, No. 587.
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ship’s communication of the 16th ultimo, transmitting a Vizirial order

prohibiting the exportation of slaves to the Island of Cahd'ia, their
exportation from hence to every part of the Turkish dominions was
perfectly unfettered. , .

V Of the prohibitory firmans to Which Mr. Eiverback, in hIS report to
the Secretary of Government at Corfu, alludes, neither the Governor-

General nor myself have any knowledge. It is inconceivable therefore,

should they have ever been promulgated, that they should not have
reached us throngh the same official channels as the Vizirial letter relative
to the'Island 0f Candia.- '

I have, &C.
' (Signed) G. F. HERMAN.

 

N0. 414.

Consul Herman to the Earl qf Clarendon.—(Received July 7.)

(Extract) Tripoli, June 11, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report that, on the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 16th ultimo, transmitting copy of a Vizirial letter
of the 18th March last to the Governor-General, prohibiting henceforward
the exportation from this Regency'of negro slaves to the- Island of Candie,
I immediately waited upon his Excellency to ascertain if the Vizirial
order in question had yet reached him. 7

The order, I found, had been received, and the GOVernor-General,
moreover, assured me that the instructions it conveyed shall be rigorously
enforced. The T'rafiic in Slaves between this Pashalic and Candia may,
therefore, be considered at an end.

Whenever the'total_ extinction of the Traffic in Slaves may be deter—
mined upon by' the Turkish Government, a sufficient time should be
previously allowed for the circulation of its intentions through the interior
of Africa. - \ '

If this precaution be not observed, the leaders of the various caravans
that may be moving at the time upon Bengazi, Merlouk and - Ghadames,
on finding all the vents of their commerce suddenly closed; with exhausted
supplies, and the prospect of a long and arduous retrograde march before
them, these men, from their well-known cruelty and inhumanity, would
unhesitatingly abandon their sick and foot-foundered, who‘ always consti-
tiute a large figure, to perish as so much valueless merchandize in the
esert.

 

No. 415.

"Vice- Consul Reade to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 7)

My Lord, V Tripoli, November 13, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the evening
before last it came to my knowledge that an Ottoman vessel, belonging
to one of the'principal native merchants here, was to sail earlynext,
morning for Smyrna, with upwards of 100 slaves on board, and, besides, ,
so full a cargo, that but few of them could find accommodation below
deck. '

Consequently, knowing that Mustapha Nourree, the late Pasha, had
been ordered by his Government to limit the embarkatiou of slaVes to
20 per ship, I deemed it my duty to interfere, if possible, before the vessel
could get away; «and at a very early hour next morning, I prevailed on
the Captain of the Port to send a. boat after her, already outside the

' harbour, and bring her back, Which was effected;
, At a later hour I waited upon his Excellency the Governor-General,

and made him a Communication, which I handed to him in writing, copy
of which I. have the honour to inclose. '
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His Excellency was taken by surprise, as he had heard uothing of the

matter; expressed» his thanks for my having brought it under his notice,

and instantly sent for the owner of the ship, and being informed by him ,

that there were 140 slaves on board, gave orders that the whole be forth-

with relaiided, and, notwithstanding the merchant’s entreaties, directed

the Chief of Police to proceed on board in person, and see that not one

was left in the ship, which was immediately done.

Shortly after, his Excellency sent to inform me that, having found

that by the last order on the subject received from Constantinople, no

Ottoman vessel was permitted to convey more than 25 slaves at a time to

any part of Turkey, except the Island of Candia,~ all he could do was

rigorously to enforce the orders of the Porte.
I have reported this matter to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constanv.

tiiiople, as well as Her Majesty’s Consul at Smyrna, conceiving it not

unlikely that the number limited by his Excellency the Governor-General

may be exceeded by smuggling them on board at night.
In the hope that your Lordship will approve of these measures,

 

I have, &C.
(Signed) R. READE.

Inelosure in No. 415.

Vice-Consul Reade to Osman Pasha.

Sir, Tm'poli, November 11, 1855.

I HASTEN to bring to your Excellency’s knowledge that an Ottoman
vessel, belonging to the brother of the late Sheik e1 Bled, Mohamed Seyd

Sherif, is on the point of sailing for Smyrna, with, to my knowledge,
upwards of 100 slaves on board.

As his Excellency Mustapha Nourree Pasha received orders that no
vessel could take away more than 20 slaves at one time, which order he'

rigorously put in execution, it becomes my duty to bring under your
Excellency’s grave consideration this audacious infraction of the bene-

voleut decrees of the Sublime Povte, in the firm conviction that your
Exeellency’s humane feelings will not permit these unfortunate beings to

be conveyed away in the manner I have reported to your Excellency,
especially at this season of the year.

I request, 8m.
(Signed) R. READE.

 

No, 416.

, The Eav‘l’of Clarendon. to Vice—C’onsul Reade.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 14, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th ultimo, reporting the
circumstances under which 'you applied to the Pasha of Tripoli to stop
the departure of an Ottoman vessel which was on the point of sailing from
that port to Smyrna with 140 slaves on board.

I have to acquaint you that I approve the steps taken by you in order
to obtain the detention of the vessel in question. » .

I am, 81c;
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 417.

Consul Herman to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 24.)

My Lord, ‘ Tripoli, January 26, 1856.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Slave Trade

Returns 01' this Consulate, and the ViceuConsulates of Bengazi and Mesu-

rata for the past year. . , ~
I have, 8w.

, (Signed) G. F. HERMAN.

 

Inclosure l in No. 417.4

RETURN of Slaves, Male and Female (the sex not being specified in the

Custom-house books), exported from the Port 01' Tripoli, in the

'West. - ‘

 

Number.

During the year 1855 . . . . . . 2,262

_ Number exported in 1854 . . . . . . 472

Increase . . ~.: . 1,790

British Consulate, Tripoli, December 31-, 1855.
(Signed) G. 11‘. HERMAN.

Memorandum.—-The increase in the number of slaves exported from

the Regency of Tripoli during the past year is attributable to two

causes 2——
First. The extraordinarily high price of food caused by the failure of

the 111st crops. And, _ . .

Secondly. The expected abolition of slavery in the Ottoman Empire.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 417.

RETURN showing the thber of Negroes exported from the Port of
Bengazi during the course of the year 1855.

Total number of negroes shipped during the year

to Candie, Scio, and Constantinople . . 812

» Exported from Bengazi in 1854 . . . . 526

Increase . . . . V . . . . 286

N.B.—-It is reported that the Wadi caravém, hourly expected here

from Djallo, eonveys upwards of 3,500 negroes.

Bengazvi, December 31, 1855.
‘ (Signed) F. H. S. WERRY.

 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 417.

RETURN of Slaves of the Viee-Consulate of Mesurata for the year 1855.

Arrived.

_ . , Number.

Males . . . . . . . . ., . 130

Females . . . . . . a . 70

Total . . . . . . . . 200

. CLASS B.
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Departed.
Number.

Males .. .. ‘ .. .. .. 80
Females . . . . . . . . . . 40'

Total . a 120
British Vic's- Consulate, Melsémm, Dééember‘Slt,.1855.

(Signed) O. T. WARRINGTON.

 

Number;
N.B.—-¢Arrived in 1854 . . ’ . . . . 500

,, 1855 . . . . . . 200

Decrease . . . . . . . . 300'

Departed in 1854 . . . ». . . 410
1855 . . . . . . 120,3

Decrease . .8 . -, . . 290
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No. 418. ,

Lord Stratford de Redcléfl'e to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received April 2.),

My Lord, , Constantinople, March 22, 1855.

AGREEABLY to your Lordship’s instructions, I have suggested to
Reshid Pasha the advantage which might result from the conclusion of 3.
Conventional Agreement between the Ottoman Porte and Her Majesty’s
Government, With a view to the more complete suppression of the Traffic
in Slaves procured from Georgia and Circassia.

'The Grand Vizier is not prepared to enter into a Convention for, that
purpose, but he does not object to render the Porte’s prohibition more
stringent by issuing fresh injunctions to those of its functionaries :o‘r
Cem'manders whose position may enable them to act'efficiently for the
repression of the Trade. .

 

‘ I have, &C. .
(Signed) STRATFORD DE REQCLIFFE.

No. 419.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redelz‘ e.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, April 7, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 22nd ultimo, stating that

the Turkish Government is not willing to conclude a Treaty with Her
Majesty’s Government for the suppression of the Slave Trade’from
Georgia. and Ci-rcassia, but that the Grand Vizier Will issue fresh injunc-
tions to the Turkish authorities for its suppression ; and I have, in reply,
to desire your ExCellency to express to Reshid Pasha the hope of Her
Majesty’s Government that the stringent instructions proposed Will be
issued and acted upon. »

‘ I am, &c. ‘
' (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

’No. 420. ‘

Lord Stratford dc Redclife to the Earl of Clarendbn,—(Received April 11.)

(Extract) Constantinople, March 29, 1855.

INCLOSED herewith, in translation, is a Vizirial letter, addressed,
' on my demand, to the Mushir of Trebizond and the Commander of the
forces at Batoom, in order to enforCe a strict execution of the Sultan’s
firman against the Slave Traffic from Circassia.
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Inclosed herewith, in COpy, is a report addressed to me by Mr. Pisani

in answer to my instructions respecting a Conventlon for the more effec—

tual enforcement of the Sultan’s firman agamst the Circassian Slave

Trade.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 420.

DesprLtch addressed (0 the Governor of Trebizond and the Commander-in-ciriqf
qf the Army quatoam.

(Traduction) 6 Rejeb, 1271. (24 Mm, 1855.)

NOUS venous d’apprendre d’une maniére positive que les antm'ités de

laSublime Porte ne montrent que trés imparfaitement la disposition et le

zele qu‘i] faut pour mettre z—‘L execution le' firman annoncé et expédié qui

défend 1e Commerce d’Esclaves Georgiens et Circassiens; et meme que

l’autorité locale de Trebizonde a. (lit, par rapport aux esclaves Circassiens

ui se trouvaient abord de deux b&timents arrives 1e 26 Décembre s‘L

l’échelle de Trébizonde, qu’il n’a pas; été possible de verifier et de prononcer

définitivement que ces esclaves étaient, nu qu’ifls n’étajent pas, de véritables

esclaves, et qu’on ne pouvait pas les detenir: voila comment l’autorité a

voulu s’excuser. ‘

Or, il est facile :1 l’autorité de distinguer lest Cil‘cassiens des Georgians.

Et puis, les retards qu’on voit dans l’exécution complete des ordres

contenus dans le firman , susmentionué, auront pour résultat une trés

gr’ave responsabilité qui devra I‘Iécessairement peser sur eux qui les

causent.
Cet état dc choses a été porté e‘L la. cennaissance aussi de son Excel-

lence 1e Pacha Mouchir du camp Impérial (1e Batoom. Ainsi désormais

pour mettre fin 5“. cc commerce, votre Excellence aura a communiquer a cet

égard avec le Mouchir susmentionné pour prendre dans ce but les mesures

nécessaires; elle donnel‘a des ordres trés‘ rigoureux dans le meme but :1

tons ceux qu’il faudra; et de cette maniére elle mettra é. exécution, sans

' manquer :1 rien, les ordres contenuss dans le firman sus-énoncé. Et c’est 2‘).

ces fins que‘je vous écris cette lettre. '

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 420.

311'. Pisnn'i to Lord Stratford (1e Reclclife.

My Lord, Peru, "March 8, 1855.

IN conformity with your Excellency’s instructions, 1' read and '

explained respectively to Aali Pasha and the Grand Vizier Lord Claren-

don’s despatch of the 5th of February, 1855, as well as its inclosures,

and availed myself of the opportunity to observe to them, the little

attention paid by the Parte’s provincial authorities to the execution of the

Sultan’s firman prohibiting the Traific in Circassian and Georgian slaves,

and, at the same time, endeavoured to induce their Highnesses to enter

into some Convention with Her Majesty’s Government in order to give
more effect and weight to the Sultan’s benevolent intentions.

I regret to have to state that they have shown no Willingness to come

to such an arrangement; but expressed their readiness to address fresh

and more clear and stringent instructions to the proper authorities in the
ports of the Black Sea, and requested to be allowed to be furnished with-a

copy of , his Lordship’s above-mentioned despatch, as‘ well as of its

inclosure. , ‘ '
' , . I have, 8w.

(Signed) - ET. PISANI.
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No. 421.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redclife.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, April 20, 1855.

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch of the 29th of March,

inclosing a translation of a Vizirial letter prohibiting the Traffic in

Georgian and Circassian slaves, together with a copy of a report from

Mr. Pisani of an interview which he had had with the Grand Vizier upon

the same subject ; and I have to state that I approve of your Excellency’s

proceedings in this matter. '
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 422.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratfm‘cl rle Redclifl'e.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, May 14, 1855.

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a letter, and of

' its inclosures, from the Colonial Office, respecting the arrival in the port
of Avlo'na. of a. Turkish vessel from the coast of Barbary, with 50 slaves on

board, which were being publicly sold there ; and I have to-instruct your

Excellency to bring this matter immediately under the notice of the
Turkish Government, and request that measures may be taken ‘for
pun-ishing the parties Who have set at naught the Sultan’s firmans against
slave-trading‘. ,

I am, &.c. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 422.

M7. Meriqtale to Mr. Hammond.

Siig , Downing Street, M'ay 8, 1855.

, P AM directed by the Secretary of State to transmit to you, for the

information of the Earl of Clarendon, the copy of a despatch, and of its

inclosure, from the Lord High C’ommiSSioner of the Ionian Islands, report-

ing the arf'ival at Avlona of a Turkish v’essel from the coast of Barbary,

With 50 slaves on board, for the purpose of being. sold in Albania.
' ' _ _ V I have, &C. ,

' (Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 422.

Sir J. Young to Sir G. Grey.

Sir, ' Corfu, April 20, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit. to you, with a view to its being

communicated to the Earl of Clarendon, the accompanying translation of

a letter received from Her Majesty’s Consular. Agent at Avlona, reporting

the arrival ‘of a Turkish merchant—vessel in that port from the coast of

Barbary, with 50 slaves on board; a' portion of whom. have been already

sold there, and the remainder taken into the 'interior for a similar

purpose. ‘
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I have reported the circumstance to Mr. Saunders, Her Majesty’s

Consul for Albania, for the adaption of such measures as he may deem

expedient.
I have, «Ste.

(Signed) JOHN YOUNG.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 422.

M Averbaeh to 1117'. Bowen.
(Translation)
Sir, Atlona, April 17, 1855.

I CANNOT refrain from reporting to you the following circum-

stance :-—-
On Saturday morning last, the Turkish mercantile goletta, the “ Sar

Pervasii of 1,500 kilos burthen, and commanded by a certain Akifi'

Hussein, arrived here from Tripoli 0f Barbary. The captain immediately
landed an Albanian merchant with 50 black slaves, varying from 8 to 18

years of age. This slave proprietor daily disposes of these unfortunate

beings, and we stand inactive and 100k on at such barbarities. Thus far,

8 of these slaves have been already sold.
The slaves are examined, both male and female, as if they were

horses. The goletta, when off Malta, met with a storm, and would have

put in there but he, the captain, being afraid of being captured by Some
vessel of war, kept at sea.

The captain intends conveying the remainder of the slaves into the
interior, for a similar purpose, byway of Beret and Elbassan, and will

leave here on Friday.
The Sultan has prohibited this illegal Traffic, and issued firmans for

preventing it, but our people in authority here do feel but little disposed
to follow up their instructions.

I leave it to you, therefore, to adopt the quickest and surest method
of giving these poor people their liberty, if possible.

(Signed) S. AVERBACH.

 

N0. 423.

Lord Stratford de Redclifl‘e to the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Received June 13.)

My Lord, Constantinople, May 31, 1855.

,1 INCLOSED herewith, for your Lordship’s information, is copy of‘ an

official note Which I have recently addressed to Fuad Pasha concerning

the Traffic of Slaves from Tripoli, as exemplified at Avlona by a'late
nefatidus infraction 0f the Sultan’s prohibitory order.

- ’ I have, &C.
(Signed) STRATFORD DE REDCLIFFE

 

Inclosui'e in N0. 423.

Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to Fuad Pasha.

Constantinople,.May 26, 1855.

THE Undersigned, in execution of special instructions from his
Government, has the honour to bring to the knowledge of the Ottoman
Porte, through his Excellency Fuad Pasha, the accompanying official
statement, from which it appears that a Turkish vessel name( “Sari
Pervaisf’ has lately landed at Avlona 50 black slaves exported frem
TripOIi in the West, and that the Commander, Akif Hussein, was allowed
bV the local authorities to sell 8 of them publicly, and to go away
with the remainder for the purpose of selling; them at Berat and
Alhassan. " ,
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The Undersigned has the honour to remind FuadPasha that the
whole ofthis proceeding is in direct violation of the Sultan’s firmans, and

he expects, in consequence, that the Porte Will adopt, without loss of

time, the most effectual measures for recovering the slaves thus unlawfully'

exported, and preventing»; the recurrence of so inhuman a Traffic.

The Undersigned has, nmreevm', to inform his: Excellency that Her

Majesty’s Government rely on the Pm‘te for vindicating the Sultan’s
authority, by bringing to punishment all those who have criminally taken

part in this nefarious transaction.
I have, &c.

(Signed) STRATFORD'DE REDCLIFFE.

 

No. 424.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lorct Stratfbrd de Redclifle.

My Lord, ' Foreign Oflice, June 18, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the Slst ultimo, and I have,

in reply, to express to your Excellency my approval of the note which

you addressed on the 26th ultimo to Fuad Pasha on the subject of the

Turkish vessel “ Sari Perms,” Which arrived at Avlona in April last

With 50 slaves from Barbary.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 425. .

Lord Stratford de Redclifl'e to the Earl of Clarendon.—~—(Received June 28].»)

My Lord, Constantinople, June 18, 1855.

INCLOSED herewith, in copy for your Lordship’s information, is

a letter addressed by me, in French, to Fuad Pasha on the subject of the

late introduction of a number of black slaves into Avlona and other

Turkish ports of the Adriatic under the cmmhercial flag of Turkey.

I wrote it at the suggestionof Baron Keller, who, in consequence of

the circumstance stated therein ashaving occurred between the Austrian

steam-cruizer' “ Taurus ” and the Turkish slave-vessel “ Sari Pervas,”

thought it his duty to make a serious representation to the Porte.

I had already brought the conductof the Turkish captain and of the

Turkish authorities on shore under the consideration of the Porte, and I

willingly joined the Austrian Minister, and probably the French Charge

d’Afi'aLires also, in giving a more impressive ,form to my application for

redress. « i ‘

Further information 011 the subject has reached me this morning

from Her Majesty’s Consul at Prevesa, and I hope, that, by communi—

cating it to the Porte, I shall be able to give greater weight to my previous

remonstrances, and to obtain a result satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment. .
I have, &C. , u

(Signed) STRATFORD ”DE REDCLIFFE.

 

Inclosure l'in No. 425.

Lord Stratford de Redclifl'e to Fuad Pasha.

M. 1e Ministre, Palm‘s d’Angleterre :c‘c Pe’ra, le 13 Juin, 1855.-

JE me suis déje‘t empressé de perter a votre connaissance 1e regrettable

fait qui reste a la, charge (111 Capitaine .Akifi' Hussein, commandant la

bombarde Ottomane, 1e “Sari Pervas.” ll appert que ce b&timent a
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transporté i1 y a pres de deux mois une soixantaine (t_l’escIayes noirs de Tripoli

d’Afrique, z‘L Valona et 51 d’autres ports d’Albame, on {Is ont été succes-

sivement vendus. Il est également 00111111 :1 1a Subhme Porte que ce

meme hfitiment, chassé a 1.2L hauteur dc Durazm par 10 “ Tammie,” bateau—

ix-vapeur Autrichion, fut ensuite mis :‘L la disposition des autorltés locales

de cettc ville, avec l’observation expresse que l’on s’attendalt de leur 13-51121;

1‘1 cc que le susdit Akiff Hussein mt tenu :1 rendre compte de sa partml-

potion £1 CC Trafic honteux. - . y , _ w

Les sentiments magnanimes de 53. Majesté [mpermle le bultan ont

été taut de fois manifestés qu’il servait entiérement superflu de citer dans

cette occasion soit les réglements qui défendent aux commandants de

navires Turcs de transporter des esclaves z‘t vendre, soit la prohibition

récente de la vente des esclaves Circassiens, pour démontrer la nécessité

d’une enquéte sévél'e afin que les cpupables intéressés dans la vile specu-

lation £1 laquellc lo "‘ Sari Perms” s’est livré, soient punis d’une mamére

exemplaire.
C’est en faveur de l’vhumanité et de la civilisation que je réclame cet

acte dejustice’ ne doutant pas que votre Excellence reconnaisse l’oblige-

tion ainsi que l’avautage de garantir par ce moyen les Cotes de la Turquxc

contre m1 Trafic repoussé par les leis des nations Ies plus éclau'ées.
Je profite, 8w.

 

No. 426.

The Earl of Clarendon tq Lord Stratffbrd dc Reclclifl'e.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, June 30, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th instant, and I have

in reply to inform your Excellency that I approve the note which

you addressed on the 13th instant to Fuad Pasha, respecting the recent

introduction of 50 black slaves into Avlona, and other ports of Albania,

by the Turkish vessel “ Sari Pervas.”
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 427.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratforcl de Redclifle.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, July 13, 1855.

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the conveyance
of 50 negro slaves from Tripoli to Avlona, in the Turkish vessel “Sari
Perms,” I now transmit, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a.
deSpatchat on this subject which] have received from Mr. Consul Herman.

' v I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 428.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford cle Redclzfe.

My Lord, ‘ Foreign Ofiic’e, July 13, 1855.
I rI:RANSMIT to your Excellency herewith, for your information, a

copy. of a despatchf which I have received from Mr. Consul Herman,
reletwe to the Vizirial letter of , the 18th of March, prohibiting the expor-
tatlon oi negro slaves from Tripoli to Candia; and I have to desire that

No. 413. 1- No. 414.
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your Excellency will communicate to the Porte Mr. Herman’s obser-

vations as to the necessity of'adopting me asures to prepare the slave-

merchants of the interior of Africa for the early and total abolition of the

exportation of slaves from Tripoli. '
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON. '

 

No. 429.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Radcliffe.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, July 19, 1855;

MR. SAUNDERS, Her Majesty’s Consul at Prevesa, has transmitted

to me copies of the two despatchesfile Which he addressed to your Excellency

on the 9th and 28th of June, respecting the importation into Albania of

three cargoes of slaves from Tripoli.

Her Majesty‘s Government have learnt with extreme regret, by

Mr. Saunders’ report which accompanied these copies, that this abomi-

nable Traffic from the Barbary coast has lately so much increased, and

that the shipment of Africans at Tripoli is still invested With all the

character of a regular mereantile transaction; tariff duties being levied

thereon, and custom~house permits being issued for the embarkation of

human beings, as in the case of' ordinary merchandise. _

I had occasion to call your 'Excellency’s attention to this subject, in

my despatch of the 27th of August, 1853”L and to express the belief

of Her Majesty's Government that the Sultan could not be aware of a

state of things so repugnant to his just and humane character. Her

Majesty’s Government trust that if it should be true that this practice

has still been continued, such a scandal-will at once he put an end to,

with a view to the Complete abolition of all exportation of slaves from

Tripoli, which is referred to in my despatch to your Excellency of the

13th instant};
. ., I am, 850.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 430.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Strdtford (lé Redclifl'e.

(Extract) , Foreign Oflice, August 9, 1855.

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I transmit to your

Excellency herewith, a copy of a despatch§ from Her Majesty’s Consul at

Rhodes, reporting the arrival there of a Turkish vessel from Tripoli, with

slaves on board; and I have to state to your Excellency that Her

Majesty’s Government observe with extreme regret the increase of this

nefarious Traffic, in Ottoman vessels, evidently protected by Ottoman

authorities. . - ‘ _ . , i ‘
~ , I have to instruct your Excellency gto'bring the contents of this

despatch to the knowledge of Fuady Efi'endi. ' " '

 

No. 431. 7

Lord Strafiord de Redclifiie t0 the Earl of Cla-rendoni-n—(Receivcd August 16.1

My Lord, 1 I Therapia, August 3, 1855.

IN reply to your Lordship’s instruction of July‘ 19, I have the

honour to state that the subject has not been lost sight of, either in its

bearing on the Traffic in Black Slaves from Barbary, or .011 the contraven-

’* Inclosures I and 3 in No. 443. 1- Class B, presented 1854, No. 675.

1: No. 428. § No. 460.

CLASS B.
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tion of the Sultan’s firman abolishing the purchase and sale 9f Georgian
and Circassian slaves, 01'. finally, on the revival of a slave-market at
Constantinople. I am still in communication with the Turkish Ministers
0n the whole subject comprising those several questions ; and, in reply to
my communication of your Lordship’s above-mentioned despatch, I learn
from Fuad Pasha that he wishes to have an interview with the French
and Austrian Representatives, as well as with me, before he adopts any
definitive measures respecting the abolition of the African part of the
Traffic in Slaves.

 

I have, &C.
(Signed) STRATFORD DE REDCLIFFE.

N0. 432.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redclifi‘e.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, August 24-, 1855.

WITH reference to your IElxcellency’s despatch of the 3rd instant,
I transmit herewith, for your information, a. copy of a despatch" from Her
Majesty’s Consul in Crete, stating that another Turkish vessel, with slaves
on board, had touched at Canea on her way from Tripoli to Myi lene.

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 433.

Lord Stratford de Redclifib t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 3.)

(Extract) ‘ Therapia, August 20, 1855.
I AM still in communication with the Turkish Government on the

subject of negro slavery ; and am looking out for a favourable opportunity
of bringing the French and Austrian Representatives-to a meeting, in
concert with the Grand 'Vizier, Fuad Pasha, and myself, in order to deter-
mine What measures it would be advisable for the Porté'to adopt as most
conducive to the suppression of the Trade, which has evidently acquired a
fresh degree of strength.

 

N0. 434.

The an'l 0f Clarendon to Lord Stratford dc Redclzfe.

My Lord, » " ‘ Foreign Ofice, September 15, 1855.
I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a despatch’f

from Her Majesty’s Consul at Prevesa, respecting the measures adopted
for the suppression of Slave Trade in the Ottoman dominions; and I
have to desire that your Excellency will inquire whether the orders which
the Porte announced its intention to issue for that purpose have actually
been issued and generally promulgated.

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* No. 453. ' 1- ' No. 447.



TURKEY. 443

No. 435.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford dc Redclifi‘e.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, September 30, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 15th instant, by Which I'

instructed your Excellency to ascertain whether the orders respecting

the suppression of Slave Trade in the Ottoman dominions, which the

Porte announced its intention to issue, had actually been issued and.

generally promulgated, I transmit to your Excellency copies of two

despatches* from Her Majesty’s Consul in Crete, reperting the arrival at

Canea of two Turkish vessels with slaves on board. _
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 436.

Lord Stra-tford de Redclil‘fe to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received October 16.)

My Lord, - .Thempia, Octeber 4, 1855.
BEFERRING to your Lordship’s despatch of 1,5th September,I have

the honour to state that, in'answer to an inquiry which I thought it proper

to make, the Grand Vizier and Fuad Pasha have informed me that the

Vizirial letter mentioned by Mr. Saunders in his despatch to your Lordship

of the 25th of August, was addressed to the Pasha of Yanina, in answer

to a report from him on the subject of slaves from Tripoli, and not

communicated to the Embassies because it was of local application, not

extending to the whole Empire. ‘ ' ,

Fuad Pasha asserts that the Vizirial letter in question was dispatched

before the Porte received any joint communication from the British,

French, and Austrian Legations, on the subject of slaves imported from

Africa. - «
I have, &C. _

(Signed) STRATFORD DE REDCLIFFE.

 

No. 437.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Sti‘atford de Redclifl’e.

My Lord, , Foreign Ofiice, October 22, 1855.

I LEARN from your Excellency’s despatch of the 4th instant,

that the Vizirial letter which was addressed on the 5th July last to Izzet

Pasha, Governor of Epirus, approving his proceedings in prohibiting the

sale of some slaves which had been brought to Albania from the Barbary

coast, .was not founded upon a general prohibition of the Slave Trade

emanating from the Sultan, but applied only to the particular case

referred to in that Vizirial letter. ‘ '

> ‘ I have therefore to desire that your Excellency will, in conCert With

the French and Austrian Legations, propose to theOttoman Minister for

Foreign’Afi'airs that he should point out to the Sultan how greatly he

would enhance the reputation which he has already attained as a public

benefactor; if His Imperial Majesty would think fit to complete the

measures which he has, during the past andpresent year, caused to be

undertaken for the suppression of the Slave Trade in Georgia, Circassia,

"‘ Nos. 454 and 455.
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Barbary, and Albania, by issuing an edict entirely prohibiting and

abolishing the Traffic in Slaves throughout all parts of the Ottoman
dominions.

I am, 8L0. '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 438.

Lord Stratford (le Redclifl‘e to the Earl of Clarendon.—-—(Received November 8.)

My Lord, Therapia, October 29, 1855.

I HAVE again reminded the Grand Vizier and Fuad Pasha. of the
representations which have been made to them by Her Majesty’s Embassy,
partly in concert with those of France and Austria, 011 the subject of
eiay'ehy with reference to the importation of negroes from Africa, the revival
of a slave-marketat Constantinople, and the continuance of the Traflic
from Georgia and Circassia, notwithstanding its abolition by the Sultan’s
firmans. , .

The Sultan’s Ministers excuse themselves from the charge of delay
by aiir—‘v‘ing the incessant occupation which is devolved upon them by the
war and its attendant operations. They have promised, at the same time,
to bring the matters in question under the deliberation of the Council
with the least practicable delay.

It appears that the correspondence relating to fresh arrivals of the,
forbidden commodity from Tripoli has been translated for the information
of the Porte, but not yet submitted to the Council.

I have, &c.
(Signed) STRATFORD DE REDCLIFFE.

 

No. 439.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratfhrd (le Redclglfl‘e.

My Lord, ‘ Foreign Ofice, November 16, 1855.

WITH reference to previous correspondence I transmit to your
Excellency herewith, for your information, copies of two despatches* from
Mr. Ongley, Her Majesty’s Consul in Crete, reporting further arrivaIs in
the port of Canea of slaves from Barbary on board Ottoman vessels.

, I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No; 440.

‘ The Earl ofClarendon to Lord Stratfird de Redclifl‘e.

My Lord,_ Foreign Qficé, December 14, 1855.

MR. READE, the British Vice-Consul at Tripoli, hasrinformed me
that he has reported to your Excellency the circumstances‘under which
he applied to the Pasha to stop the departure of an Ottoman vessel from
that dport, which was about to proceed to Smyrna with 140 slaves on
boar . '

It appears from Mr. Reade’s despatch that the late Pasha of Tripoli
had been ordered by his Government to limit the embarkation of slaves to
twenty persons in‘ each ship: and I have to instruct your Excellency to

" Nos. 456 ahd 457.
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call the attention of the Porte to this matter; beeallse, if this regulation

1s intended to be permanent, and is not merely a preliminary step towards
the complete abolition of the Slave Trade at Tripoli, it must be

regarded as a sanction given by the'Ottoman Government to the Traffic in

Slaves.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 441.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de'Redclife.

My Lord, , Paris, March 13, 1856.

I INCLOSE herewith copy of an address presented to Viscount
Palmerston by the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery
Society, respecting slavery and the Slave Trade in the Turkish dominions;
and I have to instruct your ExCellency to state to the Turkish Govern-
ment that at this moment, when peace is about to be concluded, the Porte
could do nothing more acceptable to Her Majesty’s Gevernment and to
the British nation than to adopt measures Which should be really effectual
for putting an end to the Slave Trade. ,

I am, 8w.
(Signed) y CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 441.

M. Chamerovzow to. the Earl of Clarendon.

My Lord, 27, New Btoad Street, March 10, 1856.

I AM directed by the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-
Slavery Society to forward to your Lordship a copy of an Address on the
subject of Turkish slavery and the Slave Trade, Which has been handed to
Lord Palmerston. ' ' ’ '

The Committee venture to express the hope that “your Lordship will
give the Address your serious consideration, and seek to'giveefi'ect to the
suggestions it contains. ’

' I have, &c.
(Signed) LOUIS ALEXIS 'CHAMEROVZOW,

Secretary.
 

Inclosure 2 in No. 441.

Address.

To the Right Hennurable Viscount Palmerston, &c.

My Lord, ' , , y . ' _
THE Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Societyr are

desirous of submitting to your Lordship a few observations on the subject
of slavery in Turkey, andon the continuance of theSlave Trade to that
country from Georgia, Circassia, and Africa, with a view to induce Her
Majesty’s Government to’ u'se its utmost influence to accomplish the
immediate extinction. of both these evils. . , ' , ,

The Committee would, in the first place, observe, with reference to
the abolition of slavery in Turkey as dependent on the suppression of the
Slave Trade, that experience in our own and in ”ether countries has
demonstrated the futility of , attempts to extinguish the latter, so long as
the former is permitted to. continue; and they are of opinion that the
various objections which have been raised against any interference with
what—referring to SIavery—has been designated as ohe 0f the domestic
institutions of Turkey, are Without reasonable foundation. They conceive
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that besides involving an infraction of the fundamental principle, namely,

that slave-holding in any form whatever is essentially sinful and

displeasin'g to God, the continuance of the system is utterly incompatible

with the present advanced state of civilization; and that there are two

special grounds which justify the interference of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and on which theabolition of slavery in Turkey may be urged.

No Mahometan can be legally enslaved in a country where that

religion prevails; hence the system presses with cruel severity 0n the
Christian populations of Georgia and Circassia,‘ in whose persons, as your

Lordship possesses ample means of knowing, a Traffic is carried on which

has long been condemned by the united voice of Christian Europe. The
Committee are, therefore, of opinion that the fact of the Mahometans

being prohibited from holding persons of their own religion in slavery,
whilst they are permitted to retain Christians in this degraded condition,
is one of the very strongest reasons that can be urged in justification of

the interference in their behalf of the Representatives of Christian
Powers. ‘ ,

In 1846, the Sultan declared the Slave Trade to be illegal, and, in
1854, gave additional force to that declaration by the issue of two firmans

specially directed against the Trade in Georgians and Circassians. It
therefdre follows that at least all those persons who have been introduced

as slaves since the former period, have been so introduced illegally,

and have a right to their freedom; whilst the principle on which that
declaration was fhunded is applicable equally to those persons who were
in bondage anterior to the date thereof.

The Committee respectfully submit that this second ground has as
much force as the former one; and that in soliciting Her Majesty’s
Government to stipulate for the immediate abolition of slavery in Turkey,

even on these two grounds alone, they are only seeking to induce the

Sultan to carry out the object evidently contemplated by him When he

declared the Slave Trade to be illegal, decreed the closing of the slave

marts, and issued the firmans of 185—1 prohibiting the continuance of the
Trade in Georgians and Circassians.

The Committee cannot conceive that, in the present state of the

relations of Turkey with this country, His Majesty the Sultan would be
indifferent to representations made to him, in a friendly spirit, in behalf
of Christians held in slavery in his Empire; and they would fain hope

that he will be induced to extend to the entire class who have been
reduced to this degraded condition, the freedom to which they are entitled,
and of which they have been socruelly deprived. The abolition, through-
out his dominions, of an institution so odious as slavery, would assuredly
be regarded as a signal proof of His Majesty’s earnest desire to introduce
social reforms commensurate with the requirements of the enlightened
humanity of the nineteenth century, whilst it would tend to unite his
Government yet more intimately with that of Her Britannia Majesty. 011
the other hand, and employing the strong language of Lord Stratford de
Redclifi'e, the notorious fact’“ that one kind of slavery insulting to
Christians, and another condemned by Mahometans, both being a scandal
to humanity, are practised at this time by the Sultan’s subjects, and
at the very seat of Government,” is calculated to inspire Christian
Europe with feelings of animosity against Turkey, ‘and to excite it to
protest against an alliance with her. * '

In relation to the Traffic in Negroes—espeeially in lads of tender
years-fmm various parts of the interior of Africa, it' is well known that
the principal demand for them is to supply the Turkish markets; and the
Committee regret to find, by the returns of Her' Majesty’s Consuls and
Vice-Consuls at Tripoli, Bengazi, Mourzouk, Mesurata, Massowah, Canea,
Cairo, Erzeroom, 8420., that the Trade is still ' prosecuted to a very consi-
derable extent; Whilst t0 the Ordinary incentives which induce the slave-
dealers to prosecute their immoral Traffic, the authorities at Constanti—
nople hold out to them a premium of 50 piastres per head, to' convey them
to the metropolis direct,’ instead oftaking them to Tripoli or elsewhere for
trans-shipment.
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It has been stated that a representation on. this subjeet was to be
made to the Sultan: but, so fares the Committee have means of judging,
it does not appear to have produced any result. I i

The Committee rejoice to acknowledge that the {humans issued by the
Sultan in 1854, already referred to, were steps in the right direction; as was
also the prohibition, by the Viceroy of Egypt, of the Traffic in Negroes
across the southern frentier of the country Under his rule. Nor would the
Committee lose the present opportunity of bearing testimony to the
benevolent efforts of Her MajeSty’s Representative at Constantinople, to
whose remonstrances chiefly may be attributed; the issue of the fimnans in
question. But, according to the evidence before the Committeee, they fear
that thes‘eprohibitory enactments are evaded toan extent limited only by
the demand fer slaves, and that the evil is likely to continue unabated; ‘

With respect to the nature of the institution of slavery, as practised
in Turkey, the Committee can regard it only as anrunmitigated evil;
whilst there are some features peculiar to it which render it loathsome ,to
the last degree, and excite feelings of the utmost horror, disgust, and
abhorrence. On this subject they consider that an, extract from the
remarkable despatches of Lord Stratford- de Redclifi’e to M. Pisani, at
Pera, dated 29th, of A'ugust, 1854:; and from Brigadier-General Williams
to the Earl of ClarendOn, dated. from Erzeroom, 6th of‘February51'855, will
not be out of place. _ a ‘ ‘ ‘ - - ‘

Lord Stratford says, after referring to the public sale of Georgian
children of both sexes in Pera and Galata: I a . » - , A

“ Such things are inhuman enough atany time. They are scarcely
credible When viewed as public transactions occurring at Constantinople
under the reign of so benevolent a SoVer'eigtu asthe present Sultan. ~ Brought
to notice at a- time when Christian Powers have sent their armies and -
squadrons into Turkey for its, defence, and when those armies and
squadrons, composed Of Christians,_are fighting side by side with Mussul-
mans, and confounding all differences of religion, in the common cause iof
humanity and national independence; they set at nought every calculation
and excite the most unqualified disgust.‘ : . . , J . n

“ There are persons who distinguish between slavery in the East; and
slavery in the West. The distinction is not wholly unfoundmh Unlike
the negro in America, the slave in Turkey is; rather a domestic servant
than a field drudge orbeast of burthem He is is notostensiblyill-treated.
If a male, he rises occasionally to posts of profit and. honour : if a female,
ease, and even 1uXury,may'be her portion in the herein ’of som’eCourt
favourite or opulent functionary; . The degradation, nevertheless, remains;
and“ the privation ‘of liberty, not forfeited by crime, is itself an intolerable
evil. But the inj ury does not stop there... The ,slave can , holds no
property—he is a property himself ; and.,-'wo;rse than all, he is but too
often an instrument of vice, and ‘sometimes‘even of crime. ‘His life is at
his owner’s’mercy. If a Christiang‘his achildrenar‘e born to “slavery, as if
to reconcile those who never canflbe parent‘slto the mutilation which
deprived them of that hope. I, In, one respect: there is no difference
between negro and Circassian slavery. Black 01' white,wherever slavery
exists,’ the whole society sufi‘ers; A curse is 011 the Trade. Dealer and
owner are alike affected by .the. taint; They treat their fellow-creatures
like brutes, and are brutalized in return. . -

“ In Turkey, where the diseaséfappearing in a milder form, is, never-
theless, fatal to a sound state of health, imported slaves fill many places
in the State, and most places in‘ private families, Which might be better
occupied by free natives. So placed, they minister to those habits of
expense and sensuality which undermine the strength of the Empire, and
convey but too often thesentiments of a slave into posts'of high command
and honourable trust. , i , - .

“ Such being the case, it is not too much to expect that, in ‘its own
interest,'as well as from eonsideration for its allies; gthe Porte will exert
itself to check the barbarous and shameful practice which I have described.
Let preventive measures be applied to three stages'of the Traffic—to
purchase, to conveyance, and to sale. Leta firman declare 'the Sultan’s
pleasure in these respects. Let peremptory i'nstructions5 prohibiting the
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purchase of slaves, be sent to the commanders of His Majesty’s forces.
Let the conveyance of slaves be treated as contraband, on the responsi-
bility of all concerned. Let their sale within the Sultan’s dominions be
strictly prevented by the police, and every transgression be visited with
punishment on buyer and seller alike.

“So long as the Trade is permitted or connived ‘at; so long as
preventive measures, capable of enforcement, are loosely, or not all,
employed; the Turkish authorities will justly be open to. censure, and
incur, to their peril, the charge of acting upon principles inconsistent in
spirit and efi'ect with the existing alliances.”

Brigadier-General \Villiams writes to the following efi’ect, after
referring to an unexpected communication he had received on the subject
of slave—deaiing, from Ismail Pasha, the Governor—General of Erzeroom:

“ The buying and selling of slaves, by the officers of the Kars army,
is as notorious as any other mal-practices on their part. Boys are preferred
by these brutes, and the girls are sent as bribes to Constantinople ; and until
the allied Consuls are authorised to demand the restitution of these
victims to Turkish sensuality, and are provided. With funds to send them
back to their families in Georgia, and until the Porte is bound by Treaty
to send the culprits, so detected, to the galleys for a certain specified time,
this infamous Traffic will flourish; and all which has been said, or may be
written, about abolitionary firmans simply adds mockery to crime and woe.

“When I saw Mustapha Pasha quit the camp at Kai‘s, and fawn
upon the soldiers drawn out in line to salute him who had robbed and
starved them, he was closely followed, and that at noon-day, bytwo Georgian
slaves under an escort of Regular Cavalry. _,'l‘hey had been bought the
day previous to his departure, and this Traffic was notorious throughout
the camp. Your Lordship may, therefore, infer that had the Turks
penetrated into Georgia last campaign, very few youths of either sex
would have escaped pollution ; and I feel bound to tell your Lordship my
opinion on this most interesting subject, which is, that if England does
not effectually repress this Trade by a stringent Treaty, Russia will
accomplish it by her arms; that is, if peace leave her in possession of
Georvia.” ’

'I‘he Committee have no reason to believe that any improvement has
taken place in this dreadful state of things since the foregoing despatches
were penned; and seeing that there are so many inducements to evade
the prohibitory enactments issued by the Sultan, the Committee would
respectfully, but most earnestly, entreat Her Majesty’s Government to
take advantage of the present opportunity to stipulate, in any Treaty
about to be entered into with Turkey, ‘ not only for the adoption of
measures of the most stringent kind for the suppression of the Traffic in
Slaves, from whencesoever they may be imported into the Turkish domi-
nions, but also for the immediate abolition of slavery throughout them.

Signed, on behalf of the Committee,
GEO. WM. ALEXANDER, Chairman.

., LOUIS ALEXIS CHAMEROVZOXV, Secretary. ‘
27, New Broad Street, .Mcu‘ch 7 1 856.

 

No. 442. V

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratfordr de' Redclifi’e. 7

My Lord. - Foreign Ofiice, March 29, 1856.
I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copies of the Slave Trade

Returns which have been forwarded to me by Her Majesty’s Consul at
Tripolif“ showing the number ‘ of negroes exported from that port and
from Bengazi during the past year; and also a report on the Slave Trade
for the same period from the Vice-Consul at Mesurata. ‘

I have caused to be added to these reports statements showing the
number of slaves exported from the above-‘mentioned places in the year

* Inclosures in No. 4: 7.
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1854, by which your Excellency will perceive that a great increase has

taken place in the Slave Trade at the ports of Tripoli and Bengazi during

the year 1855; and I have to instruct your Excellency to communicate

these Returns to the Government of the Porte, and to state that they have

been received with deep regret by Her Majesty’s Government, who are

entitled to call upon the Ottoman Government to adopt some stringent

measures, in order effectually to prevent this exportation of slaves from

Africa.
I am, 8L0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

CLASS B.



(450)

TURKEY. (Consulczr)——Albania.

 

Np. 443.

Consul Saunders to the Earl of Clarendau.—(Rcceived July 14.)
l

(Extract) Prevesa, June 30, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s consideration,

copies of two despatches which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Ambasu
sador at Constantinople upon the shbject of the Traffic in Slaves between
Tripoli and the coasts of this Province.

This Traffic, which had long fallen into desuetude, has now assumed
a systematic character in this direction; several cargoes having lately
arrived, and others being shortly expected to follow.

Your Lordship will learn, from the correspondence annexed, the
steps taken, in Concert with the Turkish authorities, to render these
speculations as onerous as possible to the parties concerned therein. .

Your Lordship will also perceive the iiwourable dispositions mam-
fested by the Pasha in this respeet, who, alter causing the individuals
composing the first of these cargoes to he provisimmlly sequestrated,
compelled the second to quit the limits of his jurisdiction altogether,
although, unfortunately, the facilities held out in the adjoining Pashalic
oi‘Scutari will limit the effects of this impediment to some petty incon-
venience and expenses attending such transfer.

It is a fallacy to suppose, that because cases have occurred where
individuals, originally slaves, have fortuitously attained distinguished
positions in Turkey, that the condition of such persons is usually divested
of any of those opprobrious and distressing characters which attach
thereto in other parts of the world. The power of the owners, limited
by no prescriptions of law, may be exercised to any extent over their
slaves, without restraint or responsibility, while the desolating scenes
attendant upon their capture and conveyance to the coast, the severing of
all bonds of kindred and afiectioh, as circumstances mayrender most
profitable to the speculators, together with other inflictions peculiar to
the positions for which such slavee may be designed in Turkish harems,
are penalties incurred by'the many, for Which some rare exceptions
among privileged individuals can scarcely be considered to offer any
possible equivalent.

Although the Traffic in white slaves from Georgia and Circassia
has already been abolished, the shipment of Afi‘i “ans at Tripoli is still
invested with all the characters of a mercantile transaction; tariff
duties being levied thereon, and Custom-house permits delivered as
for all other merchandise. ,
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Inclosure l in No. 443.

Consul Saunders to Lord Stratford (le Redcl'ifl'e.

(Extract) PTB’UESM, June 9, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellencythat the Trade in
black Slaves from Tripoli to the Albanian coast, which had entirely
ceased since the proceedings adopted in 1853, has recently assumed very
alarming proportions, attributabie possibly to anticipated difficulties in

other parts of the Empire under the more immediate observance of the
naval forces of the allied Powers. ,

On the 14th of April last a. Turkish schooner called the “Sari
Pervas,” Akifi' Hussein master, disembarked at Avlona 39 black slaves,
from 8 to 17 years of age ; 17 being males, and 22 females.

On being made acquainted with this circumstance by reports
addressed to the Lord Higl‘i Commissioner in the Ionian Islands, and to
myself, I immediately instructed the British Consular Agent at that port
to take measures, in Concert with the local authorities, for the purpose of

throwing every impediment in the way of the dealer, and thereby rendering
the speculation as ruinous as possible to the parties concerned;

I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith, a trans-
lated copy of the instructions aforesaid; and while these measures were
being carried out on the spot, I also instructed the British Vice-Consul at
Janina to urge the Pasha to send orders to the local Governors to sequester
such of the slaves as should remain unsold ; to demand security from the
purchasers in other cases; and to require the dealer to proceed to Janina,

to investigate his title, and to establish the fact of his having conveyed
these slaves through British protected territory in traversing the Ionian
waters, which is not denied.

Izzet Pasha has shown a laudable disposition to discourage this
scandalous Traffic, by carrying out all measures suggested to this effect;
while the British Consuiar Agent followed up the dealer (a certain Delhi
Bairam Aga, an Arnaout domiciled at Tripoli) from Avlona to Berat,
from whence he was sent to Janina by orders from the Pasha to this
effect, leaving in charge of the local authorities 12 slaves which had
remained unsold; while, on the other hand, the purchasers (among Whom

was the Mufti of Berat) required that the sum paid by them should be
likewise deposited in the custody of the Kaimakam: as a security to
themselves against all contingencies. ' . .

More recently two other vessels, under the Turkish flag, have disem-
barked cargoes of slaves in this province, coming from Tripoli; one of
these, an Ottoman brig of the burthen of 4,000 kilos, called the “Albanese,”

Omer ‘Hadivi, master, just arrived at Avlona With 49 black slaves, as I
am informed by the British Vice-Consular Agent there, who will cause

the slaves to be sequestered and the dealers to be sent to Janina, as in

the former instance; the second a Dulcigniote vessel under the Turkish
flag, name not stated, which had landed at Dulcigno 54 black slaves
from Tripoli, whereof 20 had been publicly exposed for sale in the bazaar
at Seutari, another vessel with slaves being expected there. ,

The Pasha states that when Governor of Tripoli a few years back, he
was often an eye-witness to the extreme sufferings inflicted upon the unfortu-
nate beings brought from the interior for sale, and that, as a. warning to

the dealers in slaves, he had caused a considerable number to be set free,

in consequence ol‘ the shameful treatment to which they had been
subjected.

The Pasha further stated, that during his many years’ residence as
Governor of Tripoli, he never purchased a single male slave, being better
served by hired attendants, but that he was unable to dispense with
females forthe service of his harem, whom however he freed after three or
four years’ service. That caravans of slaves were continually brought to
Tripoli, where they were sold as sheep in the market, at from 800 to
1,000 piastres per head; that breeding establishments for slaves also
existed at Tripoli, where the children or the parents are sold, as the case
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may be; and that the customs duties on export are paid there according
to tariff, permits being issued for them as for other merehandlse.

Passports, without any fixed destination, are supplied for each slave,
Which are made over to the purchaser, together With the Custom-house
receipt as aforesaid.

I am further informed by the Vice-Consul at AVlona that, among the
12 slaves sequestered at Berat, he found 2 Christians, respecting whom
no additional particulars have been furnished. I inclose, however, some
extracts from his reports, whereby your Excellency will perceive that the
sale of these unfortunate beings is in nowise divested of the melancholy
character which attaches thereto in other slave-dealing countries, nor can
your Lordship be deficient in evidence as to the barbarous treatment
frequently inflicted upon slaves by their masters, for which no law provides
any remedy. ‘ .

I have also to acquaint yourr Lordship that, a few days back, 2 other
slaves were landed here from Tlfipoli by an Ottoman brig of war; and,
although not conveyed for sale in this province, but purchased on commis_
sion for a Turkish Bimbashi, and destined for Constantinople, I have
succeeded in obtaining from the latter, With the ready cooperation of the
local Governor, Hassan Aga, declarations of their freedom in due form,
and witnessed by the Cadi, which have been delivered into my hands and
sent for consignment to the parties at Arta.

 

Inclosute 2 in N0. 443.

Consul Saunders to MT. Averbach.

(T ranslation.)

(Extract) Prevesa, April 21, 1855.

YOUR letter of the 17th instant has just reached me, whereby I
am informed that a‘vessel under the Turkish flag, named the “Sufi
Pervas,”_and commanded by a certain Akifi' Hussein, has disembarked at
Avlona 50 slaves, from 8 years tq 17 years of age, brought from Tripoli,
several of whom had been sold on landing, and the remainder were to be
conveyed into the interior for a like purpose.

From another report Which you addressed to the Secretary of his
Excellency the Lord High Commissioner in the Ionian Islands, I learn
that the assumed owner of these human beings is an Arnaout trader,
whose name and residence is not mentioned, so as to enable me to take
such steps as may be fitting with respect'to him. I observe also that the
said Arnaout was preparing to depart, dragging after him the unsold
portion of his human cargo to expose it for sale in other markets.

In reply to your request for instructions for your guidance on this
occasion, I have to acquaint you that although I am not aware that the
orders issued by the Turkish Government are applicable as yet to black
slaves, but relate, as it would seem, to Georgian and Circassian slaves
exclusively; nevertheless, the British Government not recognising, in the
great principle of the abolition of slavery, any differences depending upon
shades of complexion, Will not fail to exercise its influence in like manner
on behalf of the blacks, in order to cancel so foul a stain from countries
which it is defending with its armies.

You will, therefore, make known to me the name and residence of the
aforesaid Arnaoutfi‘ and in the event of his being still at Avlona you will
cause him to be summoned in your presence before the Governor and
the Local Council, when you will- require that he give good security for
his personal appearance whenever called for by the Governor of the
Province, and that such surety be held responsible for all the proceeds
derived from the sale of these unfortunate beings ; that the Governor be
required to take down the names of the purchasers, and the prices of sale ;

* A certain Deli Bairam Aga, domiciled at Tripoli.
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and that the Arnaout merchant be compelled, hefm‘eefi’ecting any such

sale, to presentthe purchaser before the Governor, that these particulars

may be duly registered; and that it be intimated to any such purchaser

that he must give a declaration engaging to hold. such slave or slaves

disposable for whatever may be the eventual decision of his Government

upon this head. You Will hold the Governor responsible for any neglect

in this respect, having to account to his superiors for his proceedings.

Should the Arnaout have already left, you Will ascertain the direction

he has taken, and, according to circumstances, you will apply to the

Kaimakam of Berat, the Governor of Elbassan, or others, to the same

efl'ect, requiring that, in default of security as aforesaid, the dealer should

not be allowed to proceed further, nor make any sales upon the spot, but

remain under the strict observation of the local police.

Similar steps taken here some years back in concert with the

Provincial Governor, Ismail Pasha, have succeeded in putting a step to

such Trade in this neighbourhood.
You Will acquaint me with all particulars of your proceedings in this

respect, and you will endeavour to ascertain, from some of the slaves sold,

from whence they were conveyed to the coast, together with the details of

the circumstances under Which they were taken into captivity; and you
Will also ascertain where they were embarked in the Province of Tripoli,

and at what prices purchased there. You will also inform me whether

the customs’ duties Which the Turkish Government levies on such

produce, figuring in its Custom-house tariffs, under the head of “ Articles,

the produce of the soil and manufacture of the Ottoman Empire, not

comprised in the tariffs of friendly Powers,” were paid at Avlona, or
at the place of embarkation ; and you Will transmit to me one of the usual

attestations delivered to this effect by the Custom-house officials,

permitting such merchandise to be iconveyed from place to place, and

which are issued separately for distribution among the purchasers.

 

Inclosure 3 in No.7443.

Consul Saunders to Lord Stratford (le Redcl'ifie. ,

(Extract) , Pretesa, June 28, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 9th instant, upon the
subject of three cargoes. of slaves conveyed from Tripoli to Avlona and

Scutari, for sale, and the steps taken, in concert with the authorities, for

the purpose of discouraging this iniquitous Traffic, I have now the honour

to acquaint your Excellency that in the first ofthese Cases, the slaves, sold

andunsold, 39 in all, have been sequestered, the former in the hands of

the purchasers at Avlona and Beratti, the purchase-money being deposited

with the Kaimakam, and the latter, 12 in number, being detained in the

custody of the authorities until further orders; that in the second case,

the slaves, consisting of 48, having been stopped at Avlona, the Pasha has

prohibited the sale of these unfortunate beings within the limits of his

jurisdiction, ordering the dealer to re—embark his human cargo, and depart

for some other destination; in the third case, however, the Pasha of

Scutari having permitted the sale in the open market, free from any

restrictions whatever, the slaves now about to be sent aWay from Avlona,

will be conveyed to Scutari, the proprietor having sent expressly to

Dulcigno, for a Turkish vessel to transport them thither.

 

, No. 444.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Saunders.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 19, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 30th ultimo, respecting ‘

the revival of the Traffic in Slaves between Tripoli and the coasts of

Albania; and I have to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government
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entirely approve the proceedings taken by you in concert with the Turkish
authorities for the purpose of throwing every impediment in the way of
the dealers concerned in the three cargoes of slaves mentioned in your
despatch. -

You will express to [met Pasha, the sutisl'actiou with which Her
Majesty’s Government have learnt his humane endeavours to put a step
to this abominable Traffic.

I am, See.
(Signed) CLAREXDON.

 

No. 445.

Consul Saunders to the Equ of Clarendan.—(Received August 18.)

My Lord, Prevesa, August 4, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to aeknmvledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 19th ultimo, expressing your Lordship’s approval of the
proceedings taken in concert with the Turkish authorities, for thwart~
ing the operations of certain dealers in slaves, and instructing me to
express to Izzet Pasha the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at
his laudable cooperation in thie respect.

I have now to acquaint your Lordship, that almost contemporaneously
with the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, a Grand Vizirial order
reached Izzet Pasha, in reply l0 the representations which he had made
to his Government upon this subject, whereby Aali Pasha, while approving
his Excellency’s proceedings qs tending to relieve the Porte from much
embarrassment, further announces that the sale of this description of
slaves is henceforth abolished by a recent Imperial Order.

The Order herein referred to has not yet been received, but I inclose,
for your Lordship’s informatiqn, translation of the Grand Vizirial letter
whereby this prohibition is notified to Izzet Pasha.

I likewise transmit to ymu‘ Lordship copy of the letter Which I have
addressed to Izzet Pasha, in acem‘dance with your Lorclship’s instructions
as aforesaid, while congratulating him also on the happy effects of his
representations to the Imperial Government on the subject.

In pursuance of the Grai‘ul Vizier’s directions, the 12 slaves who
remained unsold and sequestered at Beratti, are to be forth with liberated,
a small compensation being ma‘de to the dealers computed at prime cost,
and to be raised by subscription.

I have suggested to Izzet Pasha that the same measure should be
extended to their companions previously sold, and waiting under
sureties the decision of the (Li‘rovernment, respecting whom nothing; is
said. V

I have further to acquaiht your Lordship that, With the View of
preventing the dealers from fihding another ready market, on expulsion
from this province under the order previously issued to this effect, I
instructed the British Vice-Cqusul at Scutari, whither the slaves were
about to be conveyed, to urge the new Governor of that province, Aghia
Pasha, to follow the example which Izvzzcet Pasha. had already set, bv
extending this prohibition to all ports within his jurisdiction; or, failing
this, to carry into effect, in coneert With the authorities, the same system
of impediments pointed out in my instructions to the Vice-Consul at
Avlona, as already communicated to yeur Lordship.

In the execution of these it‘nstructions, Vice—Consul Bonatti exhibited
much zeal and ability; and Aghia Pasha, equally favourably disposed
with Izzet Pasha, at once issued an order for the prohibition of this Traffic
within the limits of his jurisclietiou, without waiting for special instruc-
tions in the matter. '

A translated copy of this last-meutioued order is likewise annexed.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) SIDNEY SMITH SAUNDERS.
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Inelosure 1 in No. 445.

Visirial Letter addressed to Izzct Pasha.
(Translation)

Excellency, 19 Schewal, 127]. (July 5, 1855.)
THE letter addressed by your Excellency to the Minister for Foreign

Affairs, has been communicated to me, together with your private letter,

upon the subject of your proceedings as regards the representations made

by the British Consul at Janina, and the British Vice-Consul at Avlona,

for prohibiting the sale of a certain number of male and female slaves

which the slave-merehant, Bairam Age, conveyed from Tripoli, of

Barbary, t0 the district of Avlona, and requesting instructions in the

matter.
According to your Excellency’s report, the aforesaid Age had eold

some of these male and female slaves at Avlona, and others at Berat ; and

although this took place without his knowing that it had been determined
to prohibit this Trade in Slaves, it is now notorious that by a recent

Imperial Order the sale of this description of slaves is forbidden. .
While, however, on the one hand, the permission to sell these slaves

would give rise to much embarrassing discussion, yet, on the other hand, it
would be contrary to the principles of justice and equity that the pro-

‘ prietor should suffer in the matter; and as, moreover, the slaves remaining

unsold are few in number, whose value may be computed at about as

many thousand piastresfig by making a calculation to this effect, and by
your Excellency setting the example to the other functionaries of the
Government and principal inhabitants of the province, the collection of
the required amount may be readily effected by subscription. Thus these
unfortunate beings will be emancipated from slavery, and the lustre and
magnificence of the Ottoman dignity and philanthropy will be raised more
conspicuously in the estimation of foreign Powers, whereby additional
merit will be due to your Excellency. _

You Will therefore endeavour, by the satisfactory termination of these
proceedings, to avoid any further embarrassments in this respect, which
is confided to your Excellency’s enlightened judgment and discretion.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 445.

Consul Saunders t0 Izzet Pasha.

Excellency, ' Prevesa, July 31, 1855.

HER Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, by a despatch bearing date the 19th instant, has instructed the to

express to your Excellency the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s

Government have learnt your humane endeavours to put a stop to the
abominable Tralfic in Slaves. ' , ' Z

I have at the same to offer my sincere congratulations for the success-
ful result which has attended your Excellency’s representations to the
Imperial Government upon this subject, as by the Grand Vizirial Order

Which your Excellency has lately received, from which it appears not only
that the laudable desire which your Excellency has exhibited toanticipate
the benevolent intentions of ' the Porte in this respect, has been duly

appreciated, but that His Imperial Majesty has now been induced to
extend ‘to all parts of the Empire, by a recent determination, the beneficial
effects of those measures first adopted by your Excellency for the prohi-

bition of this iniquitous Traffic, and which cannot fail to redound to the

credit of the Ottoman Government as an evidence of its desire to carry out

those views of civilization and social, progress which will best serve to

Cement its European alliances, and strengthen its claims to the friendship
and support of the Western Powers. .

I avail, &Lc. '
{Signed}- SlDNEY SMITH SAUNDERS.
 

‘5‘ 1,000 piastres equal to 82. 103. per head. Selling price 2,000 to 2,500 piasters.—-S. S. S.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 445.

Aghz'd Pasha to i/za British Vice-Consul at Scutam’.

(TranSlation.) July 18, 1855.
I HAVE received your letter whereby you request me to prohibit the

sale of black slaves, male and female, placing restrictions upon the buyers
and sellers thereof. Although I had already, upon your verbal repre—
sentations, summoned to my presence the buyers and sellers, before
receiving your letter upon the subject, giving positive orders not_ to
dispose of those Which remained unsold, nevertheless, after recewmg
your communication, I summoned them afresh, reiterating the most
stringent orders as to the prohibition to sell those who still remained 1n
their possession.

I have also taken a copy of the Teskeré 0f the Custom-house 0f
Tripoli, With the names of the buyers and sellers, a copy of which I have
registered.

I have further sent orders to the authorites of Dulcigno and Antivari,
to prevent henceforth the sale of black slaves.

(Signed) AGHIA PASHA.

 

No. 446.

The Earl of Clarendon'to Consul Saunders.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, August 24, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 4th instant, and I have to
state to you that I approve yqur further proceedings With the object of
checking the Traffic in Slaves vyithin the limits of your Consulate; and I
have to instruct you again to communicate to Izzet Pasha, the satisfaction
with Which Her Majesty’s Government have learnt his continued coopera-
tion with you for that purpose.

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 447.

Consul Saunders to the Eart of Clarendon.—-(Received September 8.)

My Lord, ‘ Prevesa, August 25, 1855.
_ WITH reference to my despatch of the 4th instant, communi-

cating to your Lordship translated copy of the Grand Vizirial order
which had heen recelveu by the Governor of this province, in reply to his
representatlous respecting the trade in negro slaves, together with copy
of the letter. which I hati addressed to Izzet Pasha, in conformity with
your Lordship’s instructions, expressing the satisfaction With Which Her
Majesty’s Government had learnt his humane endeavours to put a stop to
this abominable Traffic, I have now the honour to transmit, for your
Lordship’s information, translation (from the Turkish) 0f the reply received
from Izzet Pasha upon this head.

I. have further to acquaint your Lordship that, availing myself of the
common of the departure from hence of a steamer With tr00ps for Tripoli,
and of my personal acquaintance with the Governor of that province,
formerly stationed in a similar capacity here, I thought it desirable to
malse known to the latter the tenour of the orders emanated upon this
subject, .to prevent the renewal of such expeditions from thence, under
the possibility of his having been left uninformed in this respect.

Copy. of my letter to this effect, forwarded under flying seal to Colonel
Herman, 1s herewith submitted.

I am not, indeed, aware that any instructions in this matter have
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been communicated to the Governors of Scutari and Durazzo in Upper
Albania, beyond the jurisdiction of Izzet Pasha, although the former of
these has, nominally at least, been induced to issue such a prohibition on

_ his own responsibility; so that it may be questionable Whether anv
general orders in this sense have been circulated in other directions, The
absence, moreover, of any intimation thereof from HenMajesty’s Ambas-
sador, as in the ease of Georgian and Circassian slaves, would scarcely
appear to warrant such a belief. '

I have, &c.
(Signed) SIDNEY SMITH SAUNDERS.

 

lnclosure 1 in No. 4.47.

Izzet Pasha to Consvil Saunders.
(Translation)
After compliments. V Janina, 29 Zilkade’, 1271. (August 13, 1855.)

HIS Imperial Majesty, my august Master, in his sovereign justice,
inspired with a natural desire to promote the prosperity and happiness
of all classes of his subjects, and anxious to extend the benefits'of his
paternal care and clemency to those who from time immemorial have been
bought and sold as slaves, has caused his supreme commands upon this
head to’ be communicated to me by a Grand Vizirial letter, declaring that
this iniquitous Traffic is prohibited throughout the Empire, as was already
the case at Constantinople. ' ' '

In my position as Governor of Epirus, by His Imperial Majesty’s
gracious favour, I have carried these orders into effect, by prohibiting the
Trade in Slaves; On the other hand, his Excellency the Right Honourable
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Her Britannic Majesty having been pleased
to express his high satisfaction at my proceedings in this respect, as by
the communication which you have been charged to make to this effect,
I beg to convey to his Excellency the assurance of my deepest gratitude
for this flattering testimonial on his part. The Satisfaction, however, so
experienced by his Excellency, and the honour conferred upon me in
consequence, being attributable to your representations in the matter,
I must also tender you my special thanks for the same, while availing, 8L0.

(Signed) . IZZET AHMED.

 

Inclosnre 2 in No. 447.

Consul Saunders 10 Zl'T-mtaphn- Pasha.

(Extract) » , Prmmm, August 23, 185.").

THE friendship which has so long suhsisted between us, induces me
to avail myself of the return to Tripoli of the Mejor-Genel‘al Ahmed

Pasha, to address your Excellency upon a. suhject involving many
important considerations, affecting, on the one hand, the dignity and

best interests of the Sublime Porto, and, on the other, the condition of

a vast multitude of human beings, on whose behalf His Imperial Majesty

the Sultan, with his accustomed generosity, has been pleased to manifest

his sovereign clemency. ‘

Your Excellency must he cognisent of the orders emanated from the

Imperial Government prohibiting the inhuman Traffic in Slaves, a matter
in which Her Britannic Majesty’s Government takes the deepest interest.

During the last few months, however, several vessels conveying slaves

for sale in this province, have arrived from Tripoli, Which speculations, so

far from proving profitable to the Vtrm‘iers, have involved them in consider-
able embarrassments, and no small pecuniary loss.

I now beg to communicate to your Excellency certified copy of a

letter upon this subject, recently addressed to me by the Governor of this
province, lzzet Pasha, whereby your Excellency Will perceive that, in

conformity with the determination, of His Imperial Majesty, positive orders

CLASS B.
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have been given to put a stop to this Traffic; a similar measure having
also been adopted on other parts of this coast, beyond the jurisdiction
of the Governor of Janina.

I dhem it fitting to bring these facts to your Excellency’s knowledge,
in order that proper warning may be given to all parties who should so
degrade themselves as to seek to profit by such infamous and illicit gains,
that they may avoid incurring the necessary consequences of any further
transgressions of the kind; While fully persuaded that your Excellency
Will rejoice in exercising the authority With which you are invested, by
strictly enforcing this prohibition on behalf of suffering humanity, in
accordance With the earnest desire of the Government of Great Britain,
and in pursuance of His Imperial Majesty’s commands.

 

No. 448.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Saunders.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, September 15, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 25th ultimo, and I have
to inform you that I approve of ‘ your having addressed the Governor of
Tripoli on the subject of the ordeys given by the Porte for the suppression
of Slave Trade in the Ottoman dqminions.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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r¢0.449.'

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Ongley.

> ' Foreign Ofice, May 16, 1855.,

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a.
despatch* from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, inclosing a.
copy of a. Vizirial letter by which the Pasha of Tripoli is directed to put a.
stop to any Traffic in Slaves betWeen the territory underrhis government
and the Island of Candia.

Sir,

‘ I am, 8L0. -‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. I . Ito.450,

Consul Ongley to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receivecl July 7.)

My Lord, _ Gama, in Crete, May 12, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a despatch which I have this

day addressed to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople.
‘ I have, &C.

(Signed) H. S. ONGLEY.
 

Inclosure in N0. 450.

Consul Ongley 156 Lord Stratford de Redclife.

(Extract.) Canea, in Grate, May :12, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to address your Lordship for the purpose of
saying that, a few days ago, the Turkish schooner “ Rahmam'ya,” Tahir
Mesinoglee, master, of about only eighty tons burthen, arrived from
Bengazi with 368 slaves on board, With Which she was to proceed to
Constantinople, after landing here whatever number the slave-owner

could find purchasers for. ' »

 

No. 451.

' Consul Ongley to the Earl of OlarehdonE-(Received July 30.)

My Lord, Canea, in Crete, July 13,1855.
. I HAVE the honour to transmit, inclosed,’ copy of a despatch Which
I have addressed to the Governor of this island; from it, it, Will be seen
that the orders of they Porte to the Pasha of Tripoli-to put a stop to any
Traffic in Slaves between the territory under his government and the
Island of Candia, are not being carried out. '

* Class B, presented 1855, No. 587.
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The Pasha here had the masters of the vessels questioned, and they
stated that the duty had been paid on the slaves at Bengazi, as usual, and
that the only difficulty they experienced was, that a small number only
were allowed to be shipped by eaeh vessel.

Our Pasha has sent to Constantinople a copy of my letter to him on
this subject.

I have, 8L0.
(Signed) H. S. ONGLEY.

 

{

Inclosure in No. 451.

Consul Ongley to Emin Pasha.

Sir, _ C'anea, in Crete, July 10, 1855.

I HAVE the honour of addressing your Excellency for the purpose
of stating that, under date of the 29th Djemaji-ul-Akhir, 1271, the Sublime
Porte addressed a Vizirial letter to the Pasha of Tripoli, in Barbary, of
which translation is inclosed, direpting him to prevent the export of black
slaves from'Africa to this island. I have just learnt that the Ottoman
brigantine “ Geilan Bakri,” Captain Hassan Hassau, having on board 20
slaves, and the Ottoman schoonen‘ “ Jupra,” Captain Ali Mustafa, having
14 slaves, have arrived at this port from Bengazi; and that these slaves
have come consigned to Said Hajad, Hussein Giuda, Ramadan Aga, and
Sinavis, merchants of this city.

As it is evident that these slaves have been embarked at Bengazi
contrary to the orders and Wishes of the Sublime Forte, I take the liberty
to draw the attention of your Excellency to it,‘ with the hope that your
Excellency will take such steps‘ as may be necessary to punish the
offenders.

I have, &C.
(Signed) H. S. ONGLEY.

 

No. 452.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Ongley.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, August 6, 1855.
I HAVE received your deepatch of the 13th July, and I have in

reply to inform you that I approve the note which you addressed on the
10th July to the Governor of Crete, on the subject of several recent infrac-
tions of the orders issued by the Porte prohibiting the exportation of
slaves from Tripoli to that island.

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON. ‘

 

No. 453. ‘

Consul Ongley to the Earl of‘ Clarendon.——(Receivecl August 17.)

My Lord, Gama, in Crete, June 18, 1855.

WITH réfere'nce to your‘Lqrdship’s (Iespatch of the 16th of May, I
have the honour to state, that the Ottoman brigantine “ Hairl‘i,” of about
125 tons burthen, Captain Ahmed Suleiman, having on board a crew of
10 men and 80 passengers, most of whom were slaves, left Tripoli, in
Barbary, about the 23rd May, with her papers made out for Mytilene;
She put in here on the 11th J une, and on the 13th proceeded on her voyage
with only '77 passengers instead of 80; but I have not learnt Whether
the 3 who were left here were slaves, but I think it probable they
were not. «

'As the Sublime Porte has Ordered that the Trade in Slaves between
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the Pashalic of Tripoli and Crete is to be prevented, it is reasonable to
suppose that it would not object to put a stop to the exportation of slaves
from the Pashalic of Tripoli to other parts of the Ottoman dominions.
I have therefore taken the liberty to bring the above-mentioned case to
the knowledge of your Lordship. ‘

I have, 8w.

 

(Signed) H. S. ONGLEY.

V No. 454.

Consul Ongley to the Earl of Clarendan.——(Received September 24.)

My Lord, Cunea, in Crete, July 27, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to' infolm your Lordship that the Ottoman
schooner “ Zaj'er Daria,” Captain Mehmet Ladacchi, arrived in this port
last night from Bengazi in Barbary, having on board 24 passengers,

of whom 4 are slaves. , ,
l have, 8%.

 

(Signed) H S. ()NGLEY. _

_ No.. 455.

Consul Ongley to the Earl of Clm-endon.—-(ReCeired September 24.)

, My Lord, Canea, in Crete, August 8, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that another Ottoman
schooner named the “ Mabruca,” Captaip‘ Hiavan Ali, has put into this
port, from 'I‘ripoii,'hound to Smyrna, having on board 55 slaves, the
property of the captain.

I have, &C. ,
(Signed) H. S. ONGLEY.

 

No. 456.

Consul Ongley to the Earl (5f Clarendon.——-(Receiwcl November 10.)

My Lord, Canea, in Grate, September 7, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Ottoman brig
“ Selim,” Captain Ismail Zeutiotte, from Tripoli, in Barbary,*bound to
Mytilene, put into this port this morning, having on board 23 slaves, and
that a few days ago another Ottoman vessel arrived here from 'Bengazi,
having on board 7 slaves. : ' ' < -

I have, &C. ,
(Signed) ‘ H. S. ONGL’EY.’
 

NO. 457;

Consul Onglcy to the Earl of Clarendon.-—-(Reccived November 10.)

My Lord, Canea, in Crete, September 11, 185;),

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the OttOman
hrigantine named the “Selim,” Captain Said'Bukr-at, arrived in this port
to-day frOm Mesurata, in the Regency of Tripoli, bound for Alexandria,
having on board 48 passengers, of. which 33» are black slaves, one-halt‘of
which I hear are to he landed here for sale. ‘ '

1 am informed that as many as 3,000 Slaves have been exported from
the Regency of Tripoli to Alexandria this year : no doubt this statement
is exaggerated. , , i , , -

_ Ivhave, 8L0.
(Signed) H. S. ONGLEY.
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No. 458.

- Consul Campbell to the Egrl of Clarendon.—¥-(Received July 16.)

My Lord, Rhodes, June 30, 1855.

HAVING recent]y received a despatch from Mr. Vice-Consul Newton,
at Mytilene, relative to the Trade in Slaves carried on in Turkish vessels
between Tripoli, Crete, and Qonstantinople, I do myself the honour to
transmit herewith copy thereof for your Lordship’s information.

I have forwarded copy of the same to Lord Stratford de Redclifi'e and
to Sir Edmund Lyons. .

Waiting your Lordship’s instructions for my guidance in 131113 matter,
I have, 8L0. -

(Signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL.

 

Inclqsure in No. 458.

Vice—Oonsul Newton to Consul Campbell.

Sir, .Mytilene, June 22, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to you that, in the course of the 1.3.31:

three months, there have appeared in the port of Mytilene the followmg
vessels, bearing the Ottoman flag, all With cargoes of black slaves from

the African coast :—

1. April15,1855.——The brig- “Marsala,” 3,500 kilos, Captain Mohamed,
With 49 negresses and young negroes from Tripoli.

2. April 15, 1855.—The sehooner “Mavraga,” 2,500 kilos, Captain
Mohamed Cara'is, with 43 negresses and young negroes from Tripoli.

3. May 14, 1855.——The schooner “Rachman'ie,” Captain Tahir Bey,
3,500 kilos, with 71 negresses and young negroes from Crete.

4. June 2, 1855.—The brig “ Masaouh,” 10,100 kilos, Captain Hadji
Mohamed, from Crete, with 120 negresses and young negroes.

Some of these slaves were, I believe, sold here; the remainder were
sent on to Constantinople. '

Mytilene has always been an entrepé’t for slaves imported from the
African coast, and is preferred,‘ for this purpose, to Smyrna or the Darda-
nelles, probably because the Custom-dues are not so heavy. The com-
merce in slaves has much diminished within the last two or three years.

I cannot learn to whom the cargoes of slaves in the above list were
consigned here. I am informed that it is usual for the owner to make the
Voyage with the cargo, in Which case no consignee would be necessary.

1 have no reason to suspeet that Europeans or Christian subjects of
the Porte have'been concerned in the Slave Trade here.

Mr. Vice-Consul Werry, on V his visit to Mytilene some days ago.
stated that the firman prohibiting the exportation of slaves from Bengazi
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for the future had been promulgated in that place; but the Pasha here
informs me that no prohibition relative to the exportation of slaves from
the African coast has been officially communicated to him.

I have, &C.
(Signed) C. J. NEWTON.

 

No. 459.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received July 23.)

My Lord, Rhodes, July 7, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s
information, copy of a despatch Which I have this day addressed to his
Excellency Lord Stratford de Redclifi'e.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ' ROBT. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in No. 459.

Consul Campbell :50 Lord Stratford de Redclife.

My Lord, , VRhodes, July 7, 1855.

I DO myself the honour to report to your Excellency that the
Turkish merchant-brig schooner “ Massaud,” 2,000 kilos burthen, Omer
Leshib, Captain, arrived here on the 3rd instant. She is from Tripoli, in
Barbary, bound to Smyrna, having a cargo of slaves on board, to the
number of 73 ; 8 of Which have been sold at this place.

I have spoken to the Governor-General of these islands, respecting
the Traffic in Slaves now carrying on between the ’coast of Barbary and
several of the ports in Turkey. He informs me that he can take no
measures to prevent it, as he has no instructions on the subject.

In a despatch which I received lately from Mr. Vice-Consul Newton,
under date of the 30th June last, he reports, that on the 25th of. that
month, a brig arrived ati'Mytilene, Suleiman, Captain, from Tripoli, With
70 negroes and negresses on board, Which at that time were in depét at
Mytilene.

 

l have, &C.
(Signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL.

No. 460.

Consul Campbell to the Earl qf Clarendon.——(Received August 6.)

My Lord, , Rhodes, July 17, 1855.

I HAVE the honour 'to report to your Lordship that the Ottoman
merchant-schooner “ Massauda,” Salah Zeitun, Captain, arrived here,
bound to Smyrna, With 63 slaves on board, from Tripoli of Barbary.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL.
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N0. 461.

The Earl of Ciav'endon to M‘. Crampton.

Sir, Foreign, Office, March 20, 1856.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith the accompanying copy of a despatch*"
from Mr. Morgan, Her Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, reporting the capture
by a Brazilian cruizer 0f the American schooner “ Mary E. Smith,” With
387 slaves on board, and I have to instruct you to communicate the facts
of this case to the United States’ Secretary of State, and to draw his
attention to the previous reprehentations of the same nature which you
have had occasion to address to the United States’ Government, showing
the systematic abuse of the flaggind vessels of the United States by persons
engaged in committing the pimtical crime of slave-trading.

' I am, &.c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* No. 163. _
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No. .462.

Consul Grattan to .the Earl of Clarendon.———(Received October 1.3

My Lord, ‘ ' ‘ ' Boston, September 15, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to your ’ Lordship that a schooner
sailing under the American flag, called the “ Mary E; Smith,” cleared
from this port for Monte Video on the 24th ultimo, under circumstances
leading to a suspicion that she was intended-‘fo'r the Slave Trade.

An unsuccessful attempt was made to detain the vesselrafter she had
left the port.

Mr. Peaslee, the Collector of Customs at Boston, has kindly furnished
me with a memorandum of the facts .of the case, of which I have the
honour to inclose a copy herewith, and he informs me that the occurrence
was at once reported at Washington, with a view to its being communi—
cated to the United 'States’ authorities in South America, by whom a]
necessary measures will no doubt be taken, _ _

I beg leave to add, that the pilot Who took the schooner to sea has
been held to answer to the charge of aiding in the escape of the vesset.

' ' I have, 8m. , ,
(Signed) ‘ EDMUND A. GRATTAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 462,

' Memorandum.

THE schooner “Mary E. Smith,” 1223—? tons’ burthen, Vincent D.
Cranatich, master and sole owner, left this p’ort'on the night of August 25,
and proceeded to sea, under Vcir'cuinstances “which led to the suspicion of
her being designed for the Slave Trade; ‘ ‘ ' " 4

The vessel, heretofore employed as a packet between this port and
Halifax, Nova Sc‘otia, and siteeent‘ly transferred to Cran‘atich, Who claims
to be a citizen of the United States, and a resident of Dennisonville,
Louisiana, cleared at the custom-house at this port on Friday, August 24,
in ballast, for Monte Video. Deeming a clearance for that port in ballast.
unusual, the Collector directed an officer to examine the vessel, to see if
her cargo corresponded with her manifest, and to keep strict watch upon
her mowements. From facts brought to the knowledge of the Collector
on the Saturday following, he ‘ censidered it his duty to consult with the
Attorney of the United States, by whom a complaint was drawn up
against the master andmate for! fitting, out a vesseL to be engaged in the
Slave Trade. In the course of the afternoon a warrant was placed in the
hands of the United States’ Marshal for the arrest; and a Custom-house
Inspector was directed to make a seizure of the vessel. Before these
officers were able to execute their directions, however, the schooner had
left the dock, and was making her way out, of the harbour. They
succeededin overtaking her at some distance from port, but their autho-

71.Ass B.
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rity was disputed by the officers of the vessel; their orders for her to
heave-to disregarded: and being unsupported by sufiieleut force to warrant
a forcible attempt at her detention, they were obliged to abandon the
vessel, which immediately put to sea. ‘ _ .

The explanation offered by Qranatich, and repeated by 1118 frlends in
this city, for his haste to leave, and refusal to comply With the demands
of the officers charged with his detention, was, the Collector understands;
that he had contracted to carry the mails from Monte Video. to some port,
and eighty'days only remained for its commencement .under the terms of
his contract, and that it was, therefore, of the utmost Importance that he
should experience no delay. It Was to expedite the departure and passage
of the vessel, his friends affirm, that she cleared “ m ballast.” '

 

No. 463.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Grattan.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiice, October 12, 1855.

I HAVE received your ‘degpatch of the 15th ultimo, inclosing a
copy of a memorandum which you had received from Mr. Peaslee, the'
Collector of Customs at Boston, respecting the schooner “1V1wry E. Smith,”
which cleared from that port on the 24th of August, under circumstances
leading to a suspicion that she was intended for the Slave Trade.

I have to instruct you to acknowledge with thanks the praiseworthy
motives which induced Mr. Peaslee to address this communication to you.

 

No. 464.

Consul Grattan to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received December 4.)

(Extract) Boston, November 18, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to agrknowledge the receipt of your Lord-
ship’s despatch of the 12th of October last, instructing me to thank
Mr. Peaslee, the Collector of Customs at this port, for the' memorandum
relative to the schooner “ li/Iary E. Smith,” furnished to me by him, and
of which a copy was transmitted in my despatch to your Lordship of the
15th of September last.

I have the honour to report to your Lordship that I have not failed
to inform Mr. Peaslee of your Lordship’s sense of the civility displayed by
him in this matter.

I have the honour further to state that I have communicated to Rear-
Admiral Fanshawe at Halifax, apd to Her Majesty’s Consul-General at
Havana, all the facts relative to the “ Mary E.sz'flt ” Within my know-
ledge; and I beg leave to state that I reported the particulars of that
case, together with a copy of the (Collector’s memorandum, to Her Majesty’s
Minister at Washington in a despatch dated the 15th of September last.

 

No. 465.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Grattan.

Sir, _ Foreign Oflce, Décember 22, 1855.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 18th ultimo, I have to

state to you that, I approve the further steps taken by you respecting
the Information you had received of the suspicious character of the
schooner “ Mary E. Smith.” »

' I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 




